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Aditi Rao Hydari says she can have hard days
but she always tries looking at 
silver linings

PICTURE OF OPTIMISM
Shooters Ganemat Sekhon and Angad Vir Singh
Bajwa claim the skeet mixed team gold at
ISSF World Cup

GANEMAT-ANGAD TRIUMPHS
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The CEO office Tuesday issued the notification
for the by-election to Pipli 
Assembly seat DOWNTOWN | P3

PIPLI BYPOLL NOTIFICATION 
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Now we know why our friend is always
angry and tense. His monthly target is

much higher than ours!

AGENCIES

Raipur, March 23: Five police
personnel were killed and 13 oth-
ers injured as Naxals blew up the
bus in which they were traveling
in Chhattisgarh's Narayanpur dis-
trict Tuesday, senior police offi-
cials said.

The landmine explosion took
place between Kanhargaon and
Kadenar villages under Dhaudai
police station limits. Personnel of
the police's District Reserve Guard
(DRG) were returning in the bus
to Naryanpur town, 300 km away
from capital Raipur, after a counter-
insurgency operation, said
Inspector General of  Police (Bastar
range) Sundarraj P.

"Five DRG personnel, includ-
ing the driver, were killed in the
e x p l o s i o n , "  h e  t o l d  P T I .
Reinforcement was rushed to
the spot and bodies and injured
personnel were evacuated from
the forest. The injured personnel
are being airlifted to Raipur in
an Indian Air Force  chopper
for treatment, the IG added.

5 cops killed as
Naxals blow up
bus in Chh’garh
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MARKET WATCH

Vax for all above 45 from April 1
AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 23: The government
Tuesday announced that from April 1,
all people above 45 years of  age will be
eligible to get COVID-19 vaccines and
requested them to get registered for the
inoculation.

Union Minster Prakash Javadekar
said now even people without comor-
bidities who are more than 45 years of
age can get vaccinated. He requested
people entitled to get themselves reg-
istered to take the jabs. He said the
second dose of  the vaccine can be taken
between four and eight weeks, on the
advice of  doctors. It was allowed to be
taken between four to six weeks earlier,
but scientists have now said that taking
the second dose between four and eight
weeks gives improved results.

The Union Cabinet discussed about
the vaccination drive which has al-
ready achieved speedy and good
progress, Javadekar said. "Today after
discussion and on the advice of  the task

force and scientists, it was decided
that from April 1 the vaccine will open
for everybody above 45 years of  age.

"We request that all eligible people
should immediately register from April
1 and get vaccinated, as it is the shield
against the disease," Javadekar told
reporters. He said till this day, 4.85
crore vaccines have been adminis-

tered for COVID-19 and more than 32
lakh people administered the vaccine
in last 24 hours. 

Another decision taken, on the ad-
vice given by scientists and world sci-
entist bodies, was that the second dose
of  vaccine can be administered be-
tween fourth and eighth week, partic-
ularly for Covishield, he said. "Our ap-
peal is that all above 45 years should take
vaccine as early as possible, that will
provide them the shield against coro-
navirus and they should register for get-
ting vaccinated," the minister said.

Vaccines are available in enough
number and there is no scarcity and
the supply chains and supply line is in-
tact, he said, adding that "I am sure
everyone will welcome this decision and
come forward to get vaccinated." The
minister said he was confident that
vaccination will increase at a fast pace.

On 80 per cent cases in Punjab found
to have UK variant of  the virus,
Javadekar said, the virus is coming out
in new variants and forms. That is
why getting vaccinated is important as
that is the only shield, he said. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 23:
The State Assembly Tuesday
unanimously passed a res-
olution setting aside 15 per
cent of  seats in engineer-
ing and medical colleges of
the state for state-run high
school students. Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
moved the resolution that
was passed unopposed in
the house.

The move was in keep-
ing with the recommenda-
tion of  a high-powered com-
mittee constituted under
the chairmanship of  retired
High Court judge AK Misra.
After introduction of  the
common entrance exami-
nations like NEET and JEE,
the number of  students from
government schools and col-
leges of  Odisha in profes-
sional courses is getting
considerably reduced,
Naveen said, adding, this
is not due to lack of  merit.
Rather the students are un-

able to fare better in these
tests due to lack of  proper
coaching facilities.

The students studying in
government schools and col-
leges lack both physical and
economic access to coaching
centres which has resulted
in inequitable conditions
for a majority of  students of
Odisha, he said. In this back-
drop,  the Cabinet  in
December last had resolved
to reserve adequate num-
ber of  seats for the students
of  government high schools
in medical and engineering
colleges of  the state. 

The high-powered panel
said, about 86 per cent of
the students in Odisha are
in government schools and
they get 23 per cent of  seats
in state medical colleges
and 21 per cent seats in state
engineering colle ges.
However, 12 per cent of  the
students studying in pri-
vate schools get almost 60 per
cent of  seats in both medical
and engineering colleges. 

CENTRE ISSUES COVID
GUIDELINES FOR APRIL
NEW DELHI: Amid a spike in COVID-19
cases in some parts of the country, the
Centre Tuesday asked all states and
union territories to enhance proportion
of RT-PCR tests, strictly enforce test-
track-treat protocol and speed up the
pace of vaccination to cover all priority
groups. Issuing fresh guidelines for April,
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) said
keeping in view the fresh surge in COVID-
19 cases, the new positive cases, detect-
ed as a result of intensive testing,
need to be isolated or quaran-
tined at the earliest and
provided timely treat-
ment. The state gov-
ernments and UT
administrations
should strictly
enforce the test-
track-treat protocol
in all parts of the
country, ensure obser-
vance of COVID-19-appro-
priate behaviour by everyone
and, scale up the vaccination
drive to cover all the target groups, the
guidelines said.  All contacts have to be
traced at the earliest, and similarly iso-
lated and quarantined. The home ministry
said based on the positive cases and
tracking of their contacts, containment
zones shall be carefully demarcated by
the district authorities at the micro level
taking into consideration the guidelines
prescribed by the Union Health Ministry.
The states and UTs where the proportion
of RT-PCR tests is less should rapidly
increase it to reach the prescribed level
of 70 per cent or more of total tests. The
authorities may impose local restrictions
at district or sub-district and city level.

15% quota in state-run
medical, engg colleges 

Now, Bengal polls in Odisha villages
AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 23: In a relief
to borrowers, the Supreme Court
Tuesday directed that no compound
or penal interest be charged during
the six-month loan moratorium
period announced last year amid
the COVID-19 pandemic and the
amount already charged shall be re-
funded, credited or adjusted.

The apex court refused to in-
terfere with the Centre's and the
Reserve Bank of  India (RBI's) de-
cision to not extend the loan mora-
torium beyond August 31 last year,
saying it is a policy decision. 

A bench headed by Justice Ashok
Bhushan said the SC cannot do ju-
dicial review of  the Centre's finan-
cial policy decision unless it is
malafide and arbitrary. The apex
court said it cannot interfere with the
government's decision to fix prior-
ities for relief  during the pandemic
which has hit all across the country
and the government has been under

severe financial constraints.
The bench said this in its verdict

on a batch of  pleas filed by various
trade associations, including from
real estate and power sectors, seek-
ing extension of  loan moratorium
and other reliefs in view of  the
pandemic. The RBI had March 27
last year issued the circular which
allowed lending institutions to
grant a moratorium on payment of
instalments of  term loans falling
due between March 1, 2020 and
May 31, 2020, due to the pandemic.
Later, the moratorium was ex-
tended till August 31 last year.

In its verdict, the top court said
that from various steps taken by
the government, it cannot be said
that the Centre and the RBI have
not considered the relief  for the
borrowers. The bench said it can-
not strike down a policy decision
merely at the behest of  petition-
ers on grounds that the other
view is possible and the other de-
cision could be more beneficial.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 23: The
National Company Law Tribunals
(NCLT) across the country ad-
mitted a total of  283 companies
into insolvency amid the pan-
demic after the announcement of
the nationwide lockdown last year.

The Minister of  State for
Corporate Affairs, Anurag Thakur,
also said that during the period of
April 1, 2020 and December 31,
2020, a total of  76 corporate in-
solvency resolution processes
ended in resolution, 128 CIRPs
were closed due to withdrawal or
appeal or settlement and 189 com-
panies went into liquidation.

Further, the government tem-
porarily suspended the initiation
of  CIRP under Sections 7, 9 and 10
of  the code for six months or such
further period not exceeding one
year from March 25, 2020. 

The benefit of  the suspension
is applicable to all those defaults
of  the corporate debtor that occur
from March 25, 2020 and till the end
of  period of  suspension.

The 283 bankruptcies declared
the pandemic pertain to defaults
made before March 25, 2020.
Thakur told the house that 30 cor-
porate persons were dissolved or
sold as a going concern or un-
dergone compromise or arrange-
ment under section 230 of
Companies Act, 2013 under liqui-
dation process. 

Further, 59 corporate persons
were dissolved under voluntary
liquidation process. Retailers,
airlines, restaurants, oil pro-
ducers, mall landlords and gyms
these are some of  the more than
340 companies that declared
bankruptcy in the US in 2020
and blamed Covid-19 in part for
their demise. 

Many were in deep financial
trouble even before governors
ordered non-essential businesses
shut to help contain the spread
of  the virus. Some, like opioid-
maker Mallinckrodt and a num-
ber of  Catholic dioceses, filed
primarily to get relief  from huge
lawsuit liabilities but also said
the pandemic contributed to
their financial woes.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 23: The
State Cabinet Tuesday approved
the State Level Sports Infrastructure
Development Project worth ̀ 356.38
crore. The government said in-
vestments for the project will be pri-
marily used in two components—
expansion of  Kalinga Stadium
Sports Complex and construction
of  a new international hockey sta-
dium in Rourkela which will be
the host venue for the Men’s Hockey
World Cup-2023.

It has been decided that out of
`356.38 crore, `90 crore will be al-
located from the state government’s
budget from three financial years
starting from 2020-21. The remaining
funds will be used from Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR), District
Mineral Foundation (DMF) from
Sundargarh and Odisha Sports
Development Funds (OSDF). The
government has fixed a 16-month
deadline to complete the project.

The cabinet also approved sev-

eral other decisions. In another
development, the cabinet allowed
settlement of  urban slum dwellers
living in 30 sq feet or lesser areas
in land adjacent to them. For this
the government has planned to
amend the Odisha Land Rights to
Slum Dwellers Act.

The government has also planned
to amend the Orissa Minerals (pre-
vention of  theft, smuggling & ille-
gal mining and regulation of  pos-
session, storage, trading and
transportation) Rules, 2007 to enable
inclusion of  IT-based technologies
to monitor illegal mining.

The cabinet also decided to waive
interest payments from allotees
against delayed payment of  pre-
mium who received houses con-
structed by the Odisha State
Housing Board and Bhubaneswar
Development Authority (BDA) from
the land given by the general ad-
ministration department. The move
may help 2803 allotees. Out of  these,
1925 were allotees from OSHB and
878 from the BDA in 17 projects. 

SC RELIEF TO GOVT ON
LOAN MORATORIUM 

283 companies
went bankrupt
amid pandemic 

`356cr for stadiums 

CM SEEKS STRICT ENFORCEMENT 
BHUBANESWAR: Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik Tuesday
asked senior officials to ensure strict enforcement of
Covid norms like wearing masks, washing hands and
maintaining social distance in the state. While reviewing
the COVID situation in the state, Patnaik asked the Chief
Secretary and other officials to give emphasis on three
things – testing, enforcement and containment.
Enforcement of Covid appropriate behaviour by police,
especially in urban areas and a close watch on returnees
from states where cases are more were also discussed. If cluster cases are
reported from any part, the area will be declared as containment zones. He
instructed Collectors and SPs to personally look after enforcement of Covid
norms. Meanwhile, the government revised its order for conduct of marriage
and funeral processions. Now, a maximum of 200 persons will be allowed for
marriage while only 50 people can gather at funeral-related events. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhograi, March 23: Even as
Andhra Pradesh had conducted
panchayat polls in Odisha villages
in Koraput, the poll-bound West
Bengal has made a similar bid to con-
duct Assembly polls in Odisha vil-
lages. The WB government has
made Sankhamedi village under
Bhograi block as part of  its
Ramnagar Assembly constituency
in East Midnapur district.

Leaders of  various political par-
ties were seen electioneering in
Sankhamedi where banners, posters
and festoons were found all over
the village.

The WB government has changed
the name of  Sankhamedi as
‘Sankhamudi’ just like Andhra did
with regard to Kotia villages.
Besides, a school in the middle of
the village has been named as
‘Sankhamudi Sishu Sikhya Kendra’. 

In 1954, Odisha government had
made a provision of  education in
the village by setting up a non-for-
mal  school .  In those days,

Sankhamedi was under Analia pan-
chayat. 

In 2008, a two-storied building
was set up at Sankhamedi with the
efforts of  Bhograi MLA and for-
mer minister Ananta Das. However,
the problem was that the state gov-
ernment stopped collecting rev-
enue from the village since 1962.
But it continued to provide benefits
like electricity, Anganwadi serv-

ice, roads, ration cards and toilets
to villagers. Locals said students
suffer as they cannot avail   of  cast
and income certificates. The vil-
lagers also get a lot of  benefits from
West Bengal. 

Ajay Jena, ward member of
Sankhamedi, said, 'We are Odias
and our forefathers were Odias.
We are born in Odisha and will die
in Odisha.” He demanded that

Odisha government provide them
land pattas and caste certificates.

However, Akhila Giri, the TMC
MLA nominee for Ramnagar con-
stituency, said voters of  Sankhamedi
usually take part in Odisha and
West Bengal elections. Bhograi
MLA Ananta Das said the state
government has been providing
every benefit to the villagers of
Sankhamedi. “This village was, is
and will be in Odisha,” he asserted.

Surprisingly, Bhograi tehsildar
Kamalakant Panda said
Sankhamedi is not a revenue village
of  Odisha.  It may be noted that
the residents of  Sankhamedi have
long been demanding that their vil-
lage be declared as a revenue village
under Bhograi block and the state
government collect revenue from
them.

They said even seven decades
after freedom, they have no identities
although they identify themselves
as Odias. Owing to lack of  a revenue
village status for Sankhamedi, they
do not get residential, caste and in-
come certificates. 

REMINISCING BAPU’S 1ST VISIT

A procession is underway in Cuttack to commemorate the centenary of Gandhiji’s first visit to Odisha, Tuesday



New Delhi: Actress Aditi
Rao Hydari admits she is
sensitive. Being thick-
skinned is hard for her, de-
spite being in an industry
where criticism is part and
parcel of  a celebrity’s life.

“People revel in com-
paring, pulling people down
and criticising. I am very
sensitive. So, the thick-
skinned thing is hard for
me. I feel everything. I will
laugh as loudly as I cry
and I am okay with that.
The whole sensitive side
as an actor -- I am like

that as a person. So, I
can have hard days
and it is tough, but
I feel I always try
looking at the silver
lining,” said Aditi,
who was recently
seen in the digi-
tally-released film

The Girl  On
The Train.

She added:
“An actor’s re-
jection is so per-

sonal. They are
rejecting you. It is
always you. It is
so personal. It can
be very difficult
and it can be very
heart-breaking.”

IANS

Mumbai: Filmmaker Rumy
Jafry, who directs Amitabh
Bachchan and Emraan
Hashmi in the film Chehre,
feels both actors were apt for
the project.

Talking about Big B, Rumy
says it was his honour to have
got the chance to direct him.

“The best part about work-
ing with Amit ji is that he
makes people around him
comfortable, It’s like one won’t
feel that one is around ‘the leg-

endary Amitabh Bachchan’.
He makes a smooth bond and
connection with co-stars. So,

while shooting all the scenes,
the chemistry looks effort-
less,” he says.

He adds: “I think there
won’t be even a single
person in our industry
who wouldn’t want to
work with Amitabh
Bachchan. I feel for-
tunate that I got an
opportunity to work
with him as a
writer  in my
early days.”  IANS

Mumbai: In 2011, when Parineeti Chopra
made her debut with the film Ladies Vs
Ricky Bahl, and followed it up with films
like Ishaqzaade and
Shuddh Desi
Romance,  few
would have
imagined the
cute, bubbly girl
in an intense
role as Mira
Kapoor in The
Girl On The
Train,
or
that

she would one day transform into ace
shuttler Saina Nehwal in the biopic Saina.

If  she has managed to prove her ver-
satility, Parineeti says she seems to have
rediscovered herself.

“I feel more liberated now, I feel like
I found myself  again and I feel great to
be myself. You see I introduced to the
world through the films and the kind
of  characters I played in those films.
Most of  them were the bubbly, happy-go-
lucky Punjabi girl who is a drama queen
too! Those characters were entertain-
ing and people loved me in those
avatars. So people started believing that

even in reality I am that girl,” said
Parineeti. 

“Somewhere the reel life and real
life got mixed and I also thought
that I have to be that person in pub-
lic. Whereas in reality, I am a deep
thinker,” added the Namaste
England actress. IANS

P2 MILLIE BOBBY BROWN RELATES 
TO ROLE IN GODZILLA VS. KONG

leisure Millie Bobby Brown, who plays Madison in the upcoming
Godzilla Vs. Kong, is excited about reprising the role of the
young activist from the earlier Godzilla movies. “I’ve
always felt Madison is a really relatable teenager who goes
through things that are quite extraordinary,” she said.

American boxer-actor Mike Tyson has announced
a TV mini-series based on his life. The 54-year-old
former heavyweight champion said Oscar-
winning actor Jamie Foxx will portray him on
screen. Tyson and Foxx will produce the show.
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AQUARIUS
You will prove yourself
today by staying ahead of
your rivals in all ways.
You will conquer your
frustrations, and will soon be raring to
go. Your pleasing demeanour endears
you to others and you win admiration
from all quarters, says Ganesha.

PISCES
An action-packed day
awaits you, busy as you
will be corresponding with
old contacts, telephonic
interviews, organising meetings and
scheduling tasks, says Ganesha. Do not
forget to breathe!

SAGITTARIUS
It is time you look back
and introspect at what
has gone wrong in your
life so far. Work to mend
your lifestyle and attitude, advices
Ganesha. Since it is not possible to be 
a sage in today’s world, adapt to 
a simple living, shunning all luxuries.
Possibly become a vegan. Life may 
be much better.

LIBRA
Your concern for your
family surmounts all
else, that much Ganesha
knows. Today, you will
fulfil your filial duties in all that you under-
take. As Ganesha rightly points out: All
good things begin at home, including your
fortune and good luck.

SCORPIO
A healthy and hectic day
is in store for you today.
You are likely to finish
your pending tasks with
new zeal. But the chaotic day will blossom
into a fabulous evening when you hang out
with your sweetheart, says Ganesha.

LEO
You need to curb down
on your expenses. You
need to moderate the
risks you take on in the
share market. It is a good day for finan-
cial gains though. You need to understand
the value of compromise, says Ganesha.

VIRGO
The thinking cap is on
your head, and a pas-
sionate pulse shall run
through you today.
Yet, by the mid-day, expect a 
laid-back, cavalier attitude to grip you.
Government officials and other 
professionals will have a inspiringly
assenting day.

GEMINI
You will be lost in the
memories of the past
today. You will be in a
nostalgic frame of mind. Intellectual pur-
suits will attract you. Do not let your past
lay a shadow upon your present and your
future, says Ganesha.

CANCER
Today is a crucial and
fascinating day for you,
predicts Ganesha. You
will learn and gain from
your bosses and elders. Peers and sib-
lings may extend their full support to
you. Your chances of winning legal bat-
tles are remote, so an out-of-court set-
tlement may be your best bet.

ARIES
You will achieve things
today, not by the sleight
of your hand but by your
communication skills, says Ganesha.
Your eloquence shall win many hearts.
The stars suggest monetary benefits,
but you need to guard against injury
and minor ailments.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
You are likely to confront
a turning point in rela-
tionships today, foresees
Ganesha. Because you are in need of
some compassion and support, you will
feel the need to spend time with friends
and relatives. 

CAPRICORN
Today, you will remain
unruffled by the commo-
tion around you, says
Ganesha. However, the
emotions locked up inside you will prob-
ably cloud your power of reasoning and
may leave you feeling a little lost. But
this will only be a passing phase, and
you will come out of the bewilderment
in no time. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row, 
column and box must contain the numbers 
0 to 9 and the letters A to E.

JAMIE FOXX TO PLAY 
TYSON IN TV SERIES

BHUBANESWAR: City-based theatre troupe Expressions presented the play Cupboardra
Kankala (Skeleton in the cupboard) on the last day of theatre festival Ranga Sangam
here at Bhanja Kala Mandap, Tuesday.  The five-day event was organised by Odisha
Sangeet Natak Akademi in collaboration with the Department of Odia Language,
Literature and Cutlure, Government of Odisha. The 80-minute play was written,
designed and directed by Debananda Nayak (Soni).  PNN

Written by Shankar
Tripathy, the play was
staged in all districts of

Odisha at the same time
and directed by 30 
different directors

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: Mahatma Gandhi
had visited Odisha for the first time
March 21, 1921. Odisha Sangeet
Natak Akademi (OSNA)  and Odia
Language, Literature and Culture
Department, Government of  Odisha,
celebrated the 100 years of  Gandhiji’s
maiden visit to the state in a unique
manner Tuesday.  

To pay tribute to the Father of  the

Nation, Gandhinka Odisha, a play
written by eminent playwright
Shankar Tripathy, was staged at 30
cultural centres of  all districts of
Odisha at about 6.30 pm. 

During his visits to Odisha,
Gandhiji came in contact with sev-
eral freedom fighters of  that time.
The play showcased the interac-
tions between them, Mahatma’s
address to the gatherings at various
places and his love for Odisha. 

Playwright Tripathy said,
“Gandhiji’s life and works have
been documented at national and in-
ternational level through films and
documentaries. Therefore, after
given the responsibility by the
Akademi, I decided to keep my
script limited to Gandhiji’s inter-
actions with top Odia leaders of
that time and his love for the state.”

Speaking about another important
feature of  the play, he added, “Barring
Utkalamani Gopabandhu Das, none
of  the state’s top freedom fighters like
Acharya Harihara, Pandit Nilakantha,

Ramadevi or Harekrushna Mahtab
have ever been appeared on Odia
stage. So, this play will certainly help
the future generation to know about
these great people.”

Many renowned theatre direc-
tors including Kesharanjan Pradhan,
Abhinna Routray, Sudhanshu
Dwivedi, Satya Ranjan Behera,
Dinesh Das, Narendra Kumar Misha,
Sharat Acharya, Raju Padhi, Nalini
Nihar Nayak and Sriman Narayan
Mishra directed the play at places
like Padmapur, Kendrapara, Angul,
Sambalpur, Dhenkanal, Rayagada,
Nayagarh, Berhampur, Rourkela
and Paradip. 

‘BAPU’ IN BHUBANESWAR
The play was presented by city-

based theatre troupe Nabina Barnali
at Rabindra Mandap here. 

Speaking on the play, director
Nabin Parida who also portrayed
Mahatma Gandhi’s character in
the play said, “I felt honoured to
direct such a historic play, more so
for I played the character of  the
Mahatma. In fact, I am at a loss of
words to express my excitement
playing such a great man.”

“Earlier I played Gautam Buddha
in Tata Niranjana and now acted
as Mahatma. I am thankful to the
Odisha government, the Odisha
Sangeet Natak Akademi in partic-
ular, for taking such a unique ini-
tiative,” added the ex-principal of
Utkal Sangeet Mahavidyalay. 

The dignitaries who attended
the evening at Rabindra Mandap
included Commerce and Transport
Minister Padmanabha Behera,
Energy Minister Dibyashankar
M i s h r a ,  C u l t u re   M i n i s t e r
Jyotiprakash Panigrahi, Principal
Secretary of  Culture department
Bishnupada Sethi and OSNA
Secretary Prabodh Kumar Rath. 

Gandhinka Odisha  staged 
at 30 centres in state

100 YEARS OF MAHATMA’S MAIDEN ODISHA VISIT

A scene from Gandhinka Odisha staged at Rabindra Mandap, Tuesday op photo

State level 5-day drama fest Ranga Sangam concludes

Parineeti feels
more liberated now

Aditi always
tries looking at

silver linings

‘Big B makes people around him comfortable’
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DEMOLITION IN CITY 

Civic authorities
demolish illegal
buildings at BJB Nagar
in Bhubaneswar,
Tuesday

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 12,44,72,759  10,04,09,458 27,38,534  

India 1,16,86,796  1,11,81,253  1,60,166   

Odisha 3,39,076  3,36,266 1,919   

COVID-19 TRACKER 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 23: The
Assembly Tuesday unanimously
passed a resolution to include the
word ‘Ahimsa’ (non-violence) in
the Preamble of  the Constitution
of  India.

The resolution was moved by
Culture Minister Jyoti Prakash
Panigrahi and was unanimously
passed in the Assembly commem-
orating the 100th anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi’s first visit to
Odisha, March 23, 1921. Mahatma
had visited Odisha eight times. The
House, from 10:30am to 1pm, dis-
cussed various aspects of  Gandhiji’s
visit to Odisha.

Participating in the discussion,
Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik
said Odisha had a special place in
the heart of  Mahatma Gandhi, the
father of  the nation. 

“During his visits to Odisha,
Gandhi had extensively travelled in
different parts of  the state and in-
teracted with cross sections of  the
people. He took many Padayatras
through which he became very
close to the hearts of  people of
Odisha. His visits created greater
awareness about various social is-
sues apart from energizing the
Freedom Movement,” Patnaik said. 

“Of  all the things that this coun-
try has given to the world, Gandhi’s
philosophy and his message stand
out as one of  its greatest contribu-

tions,” he said.
He said Gandhi’s emphasis on

the shunning of  individual greed
and his exhortation to think of  the
community is the reminder that
the world needs.

“There is also an increasing po-
larisation and divisiveness glob-
ally. Gandhi’s commitment to plu-
ralism and his message of  tolerance
and harmony is as relevant now
as it was then. Mahatma’s non-vi-
olent resistance is a spark that ig-
nited peaceful movement around the
world,” he added.

Quoting Martin Luther King JR,
the Chief  Minister said, “If
Humanity is to progress, Gandhi is
inescapable. We may ignore at our
own risk”. Patnaik said this state-
ment was relevant for today’s world
as well.

When Mahatma came to Odisha
for the first time in 1921, it was not
a separate Province. This aspiration
of  millions of  Odia speaking peo-

ple became a reality in 1936. When
Gandhi came to Odisha for the last
time in January 1946, Odisha was
nearly a decade old as a linguistic

Province, he mentioned.
The Chief  Minister said the state

government was totally commit-
ted to the principles and ideals of
Mahatma, and renaming the state
Secretariat as ‘Loka Seba Bhawan’
was not a symbolism.

Participating in the debate, Leader
of  Opposition PK Naik said,
“Tributes to the Mahatma can only
be reflected in ways we all have
lived up to inculcate his doctrines
in our lives.” He said Gandhi’s phi-
losophy needed to be reflected in the
government’s policies.

Naik also raised the issue of  ram-
pant sale of  liquor and illegal cat-
tle trafficking. The state govern-
ment is pursuing a policy of  earning
more from liquor sale by rewarding
people who sell more alcohol. “What
kind of  tribute is paid to Gandhiji,”
asked the opposition leader.

Congress legislature party leader

Narasingha Mishra said that peo-
ple, who are inspired by the ideol-
ogy of  Gandhi’s assassin, are rul-
ing the country. They are also
building temple of  Gandhi’s mur-
derer and shooting at a picture of
Gandhiji. “Though Prime Minister
had condemned the incident, the per-
son concerned was not removed
from party,” the Congress leader
said. BJP members opposed 
such statement of  Mishra. Stating
that people have started forgetting
Mahatma Gandhi, he said life 
and his teachings should be taught
in schools.

Congress lawmaker Taraprasad
Bahinipati demanded total prohi-
bition and ban on illegal trafficking
of  cattle. Speaker SN Patro, gov-
ernment chief  whip Pramila Mallick
and many members irrespective
of  party spoke about Gandhi’s ide-
ology and visit to Odisha.

HOUSE PASSES RESOLUTION ON INSERTION OF ‘AHIMSA’ IN PREAMBLE

Bapu’s belief in pluralism still relevant: CM
IF HUMANITY IS TO PROGRESS, GANDHI IS INESCAPABLE, SAYS CHIEF MINISTER NAVEEN PATNAIK QUOTING MARTIN LUTHER KING JR

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

Speaker Surya Narayan Patro, ministers and MLAs pay floral tributes to Gandhiji on the Assembly premises, Tuesday,
to commemorate the centenary of the father of nation’s first visit to Odisha OP PHOTOS

Culture Minister Jyoti Prakash Panigrahi (middle), MP Bhartruhari Mahtab (2nd from L), MLA Muhammad Moquim
(2nd from R) and other dignitaries release a commemorative postage stamp at Swaraj Ashram in Cuttack, Tuesday 

The resolution was   
unanimously passed in
the Assembly 
commemorating the
100th anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi’s first
visit to Odisha
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Bhubaneswar, March 23: As
many as 13,620 child labourers
have been identified in 16 districts
during a survey conducted by
National Child Labour Project
(NCLP) in 2016, 2017 and 2018,
Labour Minister Susanta Singh
told the Assembly Tuesday.

In a reply to a query by BJP
MLA Nauri Nayak, the minister
said that out of  the 24 NCLP dis-
tricts, survey was completed in 16
districts till 2018. The survey report
shows that 13,620 child labourers
– 7,235 boys and 6,385 girls – are
there in 16 districts, he said.

The highest 2,536 child labourers
were found in Kalahandi while only
184 such children are there in
Bolangir. As many as 1,875 child

labourers were identified in Deogarh
district, followed by Sundargarh
(1,351), Gajapati (999), Cuttack (890),
Keonjhar (865), Angul (849), Jajpur
(816), Ganjam (693), Khurda (671),
Dhenkanal (657), Nuapada (379),
Sambalpur (351), Nayagarh (268)
and Jharsuguda (236).    

Singh said 1,365 prosecutions
have been pending till February
2021 under the Child and Adolescent
Labour (Prohibition and Regulation)
Act, 1986. Of  them, convictions
have been made in 75 cases.

For elimination child labour, the
government in coordination with
nine other departments has been
implementing a State Action Plan
since 2015. As per Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG), the state
government aims to eliminate child
labour by 2025, the minister added.

State has 13,620 child
labourers in 16 dists
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Bhubaneswar, March 23: Mainline
Electric Multiple Unit (MEMU)
trains will now run towards
Kendujhargarh from Bhubaneswar
and towards Angul from Puri. It was
also decided to extend the services
of  Visakhapatnam-Jagadalpur
Special train to Kirandul. 

Bhubaneswar-Kendujhargarh
MEMU will leave at 16:35hrs March
30 and reach Kendujhargarh at
21:35hrs.  Kendujharg arh-
Bhubaneswar MEMU (68425) will
leave at 6:30hrs March 31 and arrive
at Bhubaneswar at 11:05hrs.  

The Puri-Angul MEMU will leave
at 16:45hrs April 5 and reach Angul
at 21:30hrs. Angul-Puri MEMU
(68421) will leave at 05:45hrs April
6 and will arrive at Puri at 10:20hrs.

Special trains will also run be-
tween Puri-Hatia, Puri-Sambalpur
and Puri-Paradip. 

The Puri-Hatia Special will run
from Puri at 20:30hrs, April 1 and
return from Hatia at 16:00hrs, April
2 till further notice. The stoppages
will  include Khurda Road,

Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Dhenkanal,
Talcher, Angul,  Sambalpur,
Jharsuguda, Bamra, Rajgangpur,
Rourkela, Orga, Bano, Govindpur
Road between Puri and Hatia.

Sambalpur-Puri-Sambalpur
Special will run April 3 till further
notice. This train will leave
Sambalpur at 6:00hrs and arrive at
Puri at 12:50hrs. The special will
leave Puri at 15:45hrs and arrive at
Sambalpur at 22:10hrs having stop-
pages at Jujumura, Rairakhol, Bamur,
Boinda, Jarapada, Angul, Talcher
Road, Meramandali, Dhenkanal,
Naraj Marthapur, Mancheswar,
Bhubaneswar and Khurda Road be-
tween Sambalpur & Puri.  

Puri-Paradip-Puri Special will
run April 7 till further notice. This
train will leave Puri at 06:15hrs
and reach at Paradip at 10:15hrs. In
return direction, it will leave
Paradip at 18:00hrs and arrive at
Puri at 22:10hrs with stoppages at
Sakhigopal, Delang, Khurda Road,
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Kandarpur,
Raghunathpur, Gorakhnath,
Rahama and Badabandha between
Puri & Paradip.

Bhub-Keonjhar MEMU
train from March 30
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Khurda, March 23: A major fire
broke out at Barunei forests here
Tuesday. At least two hectares of  the
forest were gutted, said a Forest de-
partment official adding, “It is sus-
pected that some miscreants might
have set the forest on fire.” 

Some locals spotted the fire on the
hilltop at around 1 pm. Soon the
fire spread to the nearby areas,
sources said. 

“Employees of  Forest depart-
ment and fire brigade personnel
tried to douse the inferno manually
as no fire engine could access the
spot,” said a local.

Department sources said that
at least 30 personnel were engaged
to contain the blaze.

“Our personnel doused hilltop
flames manually while fire engi-
neers were pressed into service for
other areas. The fire was contained
by around 3pm,” said a source in
the Forest department. 

It is worth mentioning here that
fire had broken out at two places in
Barunei forest March 14. 

The fire brigade personnel had
taken several hours to contain the
flames at Gadakhurda and Podapada
inside the forests. At least five acres
of  the forests were gutted in the
two incidents.

BLAZE IN BARUNEI FORESTS AGAIN

Forest department officials and fire brigade personnel trying to douse the flames at Barunei forests  
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Bhubaneswar, March 23: A
woman from the Capital city has ac-
cused her husband of  forcing her
into flesh trade. Chandrasekharpur
police have been looking into the
matter by detaining the accused
husband.

Accused Chandan Acharya, who
hails  from Pattamundai  in
Kendrapara, has been residing in
Damana under Chandrasekharpur
police limits. Acharya works as a
driver in Bhubaneswar. 

According to sources, the cou-
ple was in a relationship and tied
the nuptial knot nine years ago.
Their married life went on smoothly

for the initial two years but later the
husband allegedly forced her 
to have sexual relationships 
with strangers and his friends. 
The victim claimed that he used
to beat her mercilessly upon re-
fusing to comply.  

However, she finally mustered
courage to file a complaint with
the police Monday night when

Acharya beat the victim with an iron
rod and reportedly hurt her pri-
vate parts with a broken alcohol bot-
tle for resisting him. 

On the other hand, Chandan’s
relatives alleged that the lady has
recently engaged in an illicit af-
fair with a 25-year-old boy who was
staying along with the couple.
Chandan’s father claimed that he
burst into anger after coming to
know about the alleged extramar-
ital relationship and beat the vic-
tim in a fit of  rage Monday.  

Notably, many objectionable
videos of  the lady and her para-
mour are doing rounds on the web
as well. Police have been looking into
all the angles. 

City woman accuses hubby
of forcing her into flesh trade
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Bhubaneswar, March 23: Forest
and Environment Minister
Bikram Keshari Arukha said in
a written reply in the Assembly
Tuesday that the last decade 
experienced a total of  1,12,406 
incidents of  forest fires from
across Odisha.

The department gave a detailed
account of  forest fires in the last
10 years, between 2010 and 2020. 

A total of  33,185 incidents were
reported from February 1 to March
15, 2021. Out of  these, verified fire
incidents stood at 23,258. 

The total area affected by the in-
cidents stood at 15,992.731 hectares. 

The Assembly also approved
demand for grants of  Rs 1891.60
crore for the department. Out of
the total grant, Rs 1389.90 crore
is earmarked for programme ex-
penditure while Rs 501.70 crore
given for  administrative 
expenditure.

1.12 lakh forest
fires in 10 years
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Bhubaneswar, March 23: The of-
fice of  the Chief  Electoral Officer
(CEO) Tuesday issued the notifi-
cation for the by-elections to Pipli
Assembly seat as per the earlier
schedule issued by the Election
Commission of  India (ECI).

The notification said that the by-
elections for Pipli Assembly seg-
ment must end by May 4 of  this
year. The notification said that
the election should be conducted
April 17 between 7am to 6pm. 

It also reads that the nomina-
tions for the bypolls must con-
clude by March 30 and the scrutiny
of  the nominations should be done
by March 31. It also allowed the
nominees to withdraw their nom-
inations by April 3. 

Notification for
Pipli bypoll out 
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Bhubaneswar, March 23: Women
and Child Development (W&CD)
and Mission Shakti Minister
Tukuni Sahu Tuesday inaugurated
the engagement-awc portal for
Anganwadi workers and helpers. 

As part of  the 5T action plan of
the department, this portal had
been developed for engagement of
Anganwadi workers and helpers.
Principal Secretary to W&CD de-
partment, Anu Garg and other sen-
ior officers were present in the
launching ceremony.

Using this portal, engagement
process will be streamlined and
overall governance will be much eas-
ier. Its key objectives are opera-
tional efficiency, publication of  en-
g agement adver tisements,
automating the engagement process
and bringing transparency in data
reporting.

This portal primarily consti-

tutes modules like vacancy 
management, engagement adver-
tisement management, online reg-
istration, applicant scrutiny & se-
lection,  eng agement and
disengagement, dashboard and
MIS reports.

With technological intervention,
the manual process of  engaging
Anganwadi workers & helpers is
now being moved towards this on-
line portal. It aims to reduce er-
rors and introduce more efficient
ways of  conducting and manag-
ing engagement process.

Portal launched for posting
of Anganwadi workers 

OP PHOTO
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New Delhi, March 23: Opposing
the decision to close down the cen-
tury-old Sambalpur Road railway
station, Biju Janata Dal (BJD) MP
Prasanna Acharya sought inter-
vention of  the Union railway min-
ister to allow the continuation of  the
station as it bears the memories of
Mahatma Gandhi’s visit to the state.

Speaking during the Zero Hour
in Rajya Sabha,  the BJD
Parliamentary Party leader in the
Upper House expressed an-
guish over the decision
saying that  the
Railways has taken
such an unfortunate
decision while the
whole of  Odisha is
celebrating cente-
nary of  Gandhiji’s
visit to Odisha.

“Odisha is celebrat-
ing, at a wide scale, the
centenary year of  Mahatma
Gandhi’s visit to the state. The
Sambalpur railway station, which
is a divisional headquarter of

Railways, is a
century-old rail-
way station and
bears the mem-

ory of  Gandhiji’s
visit  to

Sambalpur.
Gandhiji

alighted at that railway
station, had a public meeting on
the sands of  River Mahanadi, which
started the Independence Movement
there,” Acharya said.

The BJD MP told the House that
the decision has sent tremors all over
the region in Sambalpur and wide-
spread agitation are going on there.

“Sambalpur was having the
Railway Survey Division Office
since 1880 which conducted sur-
vey, while laying of  railway net-
work to Raigarh-Jharsuguda Section
of  Bombay-Kolkata line, which was
opened in 1890, and Jharsuguda-
Chakradharpur section came up
in March 1981. Passenger trains
started running via Sambalpur
Road Station in 1893 and the sta-

tion came up full-fledged in 1895
and continued since then,”
Acharya said.

He  a s s er t ed
that station is
giving good
revenue to
the
Railways
a n d i t
comes
under East
Coast
Railway zone.
The
Railways
had, in 2007,
taken similar decision to close it
down but the decision was changed
following a tripartite meeting
among the district administra-
tion, Railways and the public rep-
resentatives.

“I would request the Railway
Minister to kindly reconsider the
decision and allow the Sambalpur
Railway Station to continue fur-
ther. In 2007, the Railways had also

taken a decision to close down the
station but there was widespread ag-
itation. Following the meetings

with public representatives, it was
decided that the railway station
will continue,” Acharya said.

BJD decries Sambalpur rly stn shutdown plan

HITTING THE STREETS

Farmer outfits demonstrate at Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday, to press for fulfilment of their demands including revocation of the new farm laws 

NEW DELHI: Pitching for bold
steps on direct tax front, BJD MP
Pinaki Misra from Puri Tuesday
suggested that the Centre should tax
the big farmers of  the country.

Speaking on the Finance Bill,
2021 in the Lok Sabha, the BJD
Parliamentary Party leader said
that the tax revenue is supposed to
increase 16 per cent in 2021-22 and
the government needs to be bold

about the direct taxes.
“Tax revenue is supposed
to increase 16 per cent

in 2021-22. Don't un-
derstand how that is
going to happen.
You have to be
bold about direct
taxes. If  only 1.5
crore pay taxes
out of  135 crore,

you have to be
bold,” Misra said.
The BJD MP

opined that the cur-
rent BJP government

at the Centre perhaps has the courage
to tax big farmers. He also clarified
that he is not speaking on behalf
of  his party but he feels that the
government needs to take bold steps.

“Why not the rich farmers be

taxed. Poor and marginal farmers
cannot be taxed but I want to ask to
tax the big contract farmers who
move around in SUVs. The Prime
Minister can do it,” Misra said.

He also asserted that the de-
monetisation was a complete fail-
ure and there is still very large vol-
ume of  cash in the economy. “Tens
of  thousands of  crores are being
transferred through hawala,” he
added.

Misra also cautioned the gov-
ernment that retrospective taxa-
tion dampened the foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) inflow.

"On FDI, I have to caution the
government. Retrospective taxa-
tion is an anathema in this country.
Ministry officials should hold dis-
cussion with investors in this re-
gard," he states.

O D I S H A  I N

Tax big farmers,
Pinaki tells Centre

Why not the rich
farmers be taxed.
Poor and marginal

farmers cannot be taxed but I
want to ask to tax the big
contract farmers who move
around in SUVs. The Prime
Minister can do it
PINAKI MISRA | PURI MP

Sambalpur
railway station,

which is a divisional
headquarter of Railways,
is a century-old railway
station and bears the
memory of Gandhiji’s

visit to Sambalpur
PRASANNA ACHARYA I 

BJD MP
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NEW DELHI: BJD MP Subhash
Singh Tuesday urged the Centre
to take steps regarding renovation
and conservation of  Gadakhai her-
itage project in Cuttack under Urban
Infrastructure Development Scheme
for Small and Medium Towns
(UIDSSMT) program.

Speaking during the Zero Hour
in the Upper House, Singh said the
nine-storey Gadakhai was con-
structed in the 13th century by Sri
Mukunda Dev and was an archi-
tectural marvel. The Archaeological
Survey of  India (ASI) is tasked with
its renovation and conservation
work but it has not taken adequate

steps to this effect.
“An amount of  Rs 17.25 crore

was sanctioned for the conserva-
tion of  Gadakhai in 2008-09. ASI and
Cuttack Municipal Corporation
(CMC) were tasked for the reno-
vation and conservation. CMC has
already completed the desilting
of  the moat, but is unable to pro-
ceed further with the infrastruc-
ture or beautification work until
completion of  renovation & con-
servation of  moat wall, which is
ASI's responsibility,” Singh told
the House.

The BJD MP also said that CMC
has already deposited the requi-
site funds with ASI for conservation
and written to ASI several times
for the execution of  the moat wall
renovation work but no action has

been taken till now.
“As the heritage project comes

under the prohibited zone of  ASI,
Cuttack Municipal Corporation is
unable to work on it any further. It
has been repeatedly persuading
ASI to accord permission for taking
up the beautification, illumination
and other infrastructure develop-
ment works outside of  moat, but no
such permission is forthcoming
from ASI,” Singh mentioned.

The BJD MP asserted that the ren-
ovation and conservation work of
the historic heritage project is se-
verely hampering the renovation
and conservation work and re-
quested the Union government to
take necessary steps in this regard.

NEW DELHI: BJD MP Amar
Patnaik Tuesday urged the Centre
to recognise the rights of  women
farmers as it would help have a sus-
tainable growth of  agricultural
practices in the country.

Speaking during the Zero Hour,
the BJD MP informed the Rajya
Sabha that currently around 15
crore women are engaged in agri-
cultural activities right from sow-
ing seeds to harvesting. Hence,
the demands of  the women farm-
ers to uphold their rights have to
be addressed both at the policy
and implementation levels.

“Recently, women farmers came
together demanding the govern-
ment to recognise them as well
as uphold their rights. Currently,
we’ve around 15 crore women en-
gaged in several agricultural ac-
tivities. Many of  them are wid-
ows as their  spouses had
committed suicide. It’s very es-
sential for them to be recognised,”
Patnaik said.

The BJD MP suggested that the
definition of  farmers should in-
clude terms like women farmers,
tenant farmers, fisherwomen and
women dependent on forest.

Citing a report of  Oxfam, he
said that agriculture sector pro-
vides employment to around 80
per cent of  economically active
women in the country. The report
identifies farmers as per their
land holdings and that is the crux
of  the problem, the BJD MP added.

“I demand that we must opera-
tionalise a definition of  farmer
that includes all these activities.
There’s a joint registration of  land,
a registry of  women farmers, equal
access to credit, better access to tech-
nology and quality seeds. Unless
we assure them space at the policy
level and also give support services
just as we give to our male farm-
ers, we cannot actually have a sus-
tainable agricultural practice in this
country,” Patnaik pointed out.

NEW DELHI: BJD MP Chandra
Sekhar Sahu Tuesday sought in-
formation regarding status of
Paradip-Hyderabad pipeline proj-
ect and location of  upcoming pe-
troleum depot at Berhampur.

The MP from Berhampur, while
speaking during the Zero Hour
in Lok Sabha, said that Paradip-
Hyderabad Pipeline project worth
Rs 3,808 crore has been travers-
ing through six districts of  Odisha
and is scheduled to be completed
by August 2020.

“The pipeline, having a ca-
pacity of  4.5 million metric tonne
per annum, proposes to take its
inputs from Paradip refinery and
feed one of  the upcoming petro-
leum product  de pots  at
Berhampur. The pumping facil-
ities will also be installed at
Paradip and Berhampur in
Odisha,” Sahu said.

He asked Union Petroleum
Ministry to update about the time
by which the depot at Berhampur
will be operational so that ob-
jectives of  the pipeline are ob-
tained. He also sought informa-
tion about location identified for
the depot.

Singh rakes up Gadakhai renovation in Parl

Sahu seeks status
of Paradip-Hyd
pipeline project

`17.25 CRORE WAS SANCTIONED
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF

GADAKHAI IN 2008-09

ASI AND CUTTACK MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION (CMC) WERE

TASKED FOR THE RENOVATION AND
CONSERVATION

CMC HAS ALREADY COMPLETED
THE DESILTING OF THE MOAT,

BUT IS UNABLE TO PROCEED FUR-
THER WITH THE INFRASTRUCTURE
OR BEAUTIFICATION WORK UNTIL
COMPLETION OF RENOVATION &
CONSERVATION OF MOAT WALL,
WHICH IS ASI'S RESPONSIBILITY

Amar seeks
recognition
to women
farmers
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CuttacK, March 23: The twin
city Commissionerate Police
Tuesday claimed to have arrested
four members of  a bike-lifting
gang here.

The accused were identified as
Sk Naddeem, Sk Aspakh, Sk Sonu
and Seikh Wasif  of  the Millennium
City.  According to ACP Sk
Sarifuddin, they got the lead while
investigating into a bike lifting in-
cident reported from Mala Sahi
under Mangalabag police March 10.

“During investigation, we dis-
covered that a seven-member gang
[the four along with three others]
was involved in lifting at least five
two-wheelers, including the March
10 one, from Malgodown area. The
gang used the stolen two-wheelers
to commit petty crimes like chain
snatching in the Silver City,” the
ACP said, adding that efforts are
on to track down three others who
are on the run. 

4 bike lifters held

AFFIDAVIT
I, Madhusmeta Khuntia,
W/o. Sudhansu Nayak,
R/o. Sikharpur Talashai
Cuttack has changed my
name from Madhusmita
Surendranath Khuntia to
Madhusmeta Khuntia for
all future purpose. 

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 23: CSIR
Institute of  Minerals and Materials
Technology Tuesday organised a
workshop to touch upon the sci-
entific and technological inter-
ventions that are required by Micro
Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) sector with a focus on en-
abling technological solutions in
metal crafts, waste-to-wealth and in-
tellectual property.

The director of  CSIR-IMMT, S
Basu, inaugurated the workshop in
the presence of  Yatendra S
Chaudhary (Coordinator, IMMT-
DSIR CRTDH), SK Mishra (Advisor,
IMMT-DSIR CRTDH), entrepre-
neurs from SME/MSMEs, metal
craft artisans, technologists, sci-
entists along with other delegates
and students. 

Inaugurating the workshop, Basu
said, “This will provide an oppor-
tunity for hand-holding between

you (MSMEs) and IMMT-DSIR
CRTDH, to develop innovations
for the value addition of  the prod-
ucts/processes, new products, less
energy intensive metal craft
processes etc. It’s a feedback work-
shop between artisans and expert
of  MSE and MSME. 

“Dokra, brass metal, alloys and
metal products now lose their
beauty and in this workshop we
help the workers to change their way
of  working on the products that
can bring a change.” 

The primary objective of  IMMT-
DSIR CRTDH is to nurture and
promote innovations in
MSE/MSMEs and provide them
research and development (R&D)
or knowledge-based support in the
area of  new materials and chemi-
cal process.

More than 50 entrepreneurs,
metal craft artisans, technologists,
scientists participated in the 
workshop. 
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Bhubaneswar, March 23: Higher
Education department Tuesday
directed all the principals of  aided
degree colleges in the state to scru-
tinise forged documents for claim-
ing grant-in aid (GIA) by staffers
of  the colleges. 

Saswat Mishra, Principal
Secretary of  Higher Education
department, said that while veri-
fying some proposals received by
the department for post approval
under GIA orders, some cases of
forged documents were detected. 

He said that steps are being
taken to initiate criminal pro-
ceedings against the offenders.
“You are hereby advised to scru-
tinize all supporting documents
carefully before sending any pro-
posal to the Higher Education de-
partment in future for post ap-
proval  in favour of
teaching/non-teaching staffs of
the college.”

He also stated that detection of
forged documents in future will be
viewed very seriously and crim-
inal as well as disciplinary action
will be taken against the said prin-
cipal and the person responsible
for such forgery. 

Crackdown soon
on forgers in 
GIA claims 

Tech interventions
in MSME stressed
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Bhubaneswar,  March 23:
Following the instructions of  Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik to ensure
stricter implementation of  Covid-
19 guidelines, Commissionerate
Police started public awareness
campaigns across the twin city
Tuesday evening. 

PCR vans of  various police sta-
tions patrolled busy places re-
questing common people to adhere
to Covid-19 guidelines strictly.
Commissioner along with DCPs of
Cuttack and Bhubaneswar Tuesday

personally visited many places in
the city in order to spread awareness. 

Speaking to  media,
Commissioner Saumendra

Priyadarshi said, “We will first try
to bring awareness among denizens
to follow Covid-19 guidelines once
again, keeping in view the increase
in infection at various places for the
last few days. We will take stringent
action if  anyone is found violat-
ing the guidelines to rein in the
spread of  Corona virus infection.” 

He also sought the coopera-
tion of  people by means of  wear-
ing mask, avoiding large gath-
erings, washing hands with soaps
and using sanitizer to fight
against the re-emergence of
Covid-19 in the state. 

CP starts Covid-19 awareness in twin city
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 23: The
state’s Covid-19 caseload Tuesday
rose to 3,39,076 after 113 more peo-
ple tested positive for the virus, a
Health department official said.

The coronavirus death toll re-
mained unchanged at 1,919 as no
new fatalities were reported since
Monday. 

A total of  53 other Covid-19 pa-
tients have also died in the state
due to comorbidities, he said.

Odisha now has 898 active cases,
while 3,36,206 patients have re-
covered from the disease.

113 new nCoV cases

Priyadarshi sought 
cooperation of people 
by means of wearing
mask, avoiding large
gatherings and washing
hands to curb 
resurgence of Covid

WASSUP TODAY
BHUBANESWAR

n Meet by contractual launch drivers’
association, Nagabhushan Bhawan,
A/13, Ashok Nagar, 10.30am

n 29th Nikhila Utkala Natya Utsav by
Aarohan, Rabindra Mandap, 6.30pm

n ‘Odissi Aasara’ by Guru Kelucharan
Mohapatra Odissi Research Centre,
Utkal Rangamancha, 6.30pm

n Stage play by Odisha Sangeet Natak
Akademi, Rabindra Mandap, 6.30pm

KHURDA
n Biju Premiere League, BJB High

School ground, 5pm

CUTTACK
n Camp by ‘Dibyaloka Sandhane’,

Twin City Mandap, Telengapentha,
6pm

PURI
n Inaugural occasion of Basanta

Utsav, Annapurna Rangamancha,
11am

n 36th annual function of Shree
Mahavir Temple, Sundara Jaga, 6pm

Programmes/announcements 
for wassup today may be sent to

opwassup@gmail.com for record, 
it must also carry the sender’s

mobile number for our 
verification, but not for publication.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Talcher, March 23: A serious
power outage stares at the face of
the state as all units of  National
Thermal Power Corporation NTPS-
owned Talcher Thermal Power
Station (TTPS) here in Angul dis-
trict were shutdown from Monday
night.

As a result, power production
from TTPS plant came to a com-
plete halt from Tuesday.  However,
the TTPS authorities have claimed
that the units were shutdown as
the workers did not turn up for
their duty. A delegation of  plant
authorities held discussions with
the workers and assured them to
run the plant if  they joined their
duty. 

The shutdown of  the plant has
sparked anger and resentment
among various labour outfits and
trade unions. A trade union out-
fit, Shramik Ekta Manch, has re-
jected the charges. Surprisingly,
the administration was found to
be in dark about the development. 

The manch member alleged that
the plant authorities had shut down
the plant a week before as there
was fear of  the plant getting closed
after March 31 due to non-compli-
ance of  an order of  the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
by NTPC.  

They claimed that the state will
face power loss to the tune of  460
megawatt daily if  the plant is not
made operational  soon.
Apprehending a law and order sit-

uation, the TTPS authorities have
deployed police and Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
personnel outside the main gate of
the plant. 

Earlier, the CPCB had issued an
order that the TTPS cannot gener-

ate power from December 31, 2020
due to non-compliance of  a previ-
ous order on pollution prevention.

The plant, however, remained
operational as the state Pollution
Control Board reportedly permit-
ted it to run it till March 31, 2021.

Speculations are rife that the plant
will soon be closed down from
April 1. 

The plant authorities had shut
down all the units in phases from
Monday ahead of  the scheduled
date of  closure. Out of  the total six
units, the sixth unit of  the plant
had been shut down earlier. 

The first unit was shut at 1.13pm,
second unit at 12.39am, third unit
at 12.14am, fourth unit at 12.30am
and finally the fifth unit was shut
at 5.05 am, Tuesday. As a result, no
power was generated by the plant
Tuesday. 

The workers alleged that no coal
was transported to the plant by the
railways since March 1 as the au-
thorities had planned to shut down
the plant from March 31. The plant
had even emptied its coal stock in
the conveyor belt. The authorities
had shut down the plant after ful-
filling the power production tar-
get for this month. 

The trade unions questioned that
how the plant could be shut down
when there wasn’t any problem on
coal supply.  

When contacted, group general
manager DN Tiwari said that the
units have been shut down as the
workers did not turn up for their
duty. As a result, the bunkers re-
mained empty and the units could
not be fed with coal, he added.

Talcher sub-collector Rajanikant
Swain, however, denied of  having
any information regarding closure
of  the plant from the TTPS au-
thorities.               

DEMO FOR DEMANDS

Construction workers stage sit-in at the district labour office in Bhadrak over multiple demands            OP PHOTO

TTPS shuts down all units
STATE TO FACE POWER LOSS TO THE TUNE OF 460 MEGAWATT DAILY 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh, March 23: Even as the
paddy procurement process for
Rabi season is on in Baragarh, the
district administration has removed
13 SHGs from their assignment of
farmers’ registration and renewal.
The SHGS are likely to be removed
from the paddy procurement process
for the Rabi season, a report said. 

SHGs used to register the names
of  farmers and renew the regis-
tration. Now, this responsibility
has been entrusted with primary
agricultural cooperative societies
(PACSs).

A notification issued by the dis-
trict Civil Supplies department in
this regard has made the SHG mem-
bers unhappy. They apprehend that
they would be removed from the
paddy procurement process too.

District Civil Supplies officer

Rajanikant Das said that he used
to receive frequent complaints re-
garding anomalies in registration
of  farmers and their renewal by
the SGHs. 

“To rectify the system, PACSs
were roped in for the work and
SHGs were removed from their re-
sponsibility. Now, the district paddy
procurement committee will de-
cide who will be assigned paddy
procurement,” he added.

Reports said, 58 PACSs and 13
SHGs had been procuring paddy
in the district.

PACSs at Bhukta, Kumbhari,
Naryan, Chadeigaon, Laumunda,
Jharbandh, Dabha, Palsada,
Dahigaon and Panimora will carry
out registration of  farmers and
their renewal. 

Members of  SHGs have met the
district Civil Supplies officer over
the issue.  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bonai, March 23: The Special
Task Force (STF) of  the Crime
Branch Monday arrested two per-
sons for possessing a leopard skin
at Bonai Chowk near Barkote in
Deogarh district. The team also re-
covered the skin.

The accused have been identi-
fied as Somanath Patra and Rajib
Lochan Patra of  Salohi village
under Barkote police limits. Both
are known to be poachers. 

Acting on a tip-off  about a deal
for a leopard skin from a reliable
source, the team conducted a raid
at a place near Bonai Chowk. Besides
apprehending the accused, the STF

personnel also seized the hide, one
MC and other incriminating ma-
terials from their possession. 

The accused persons could not
produce any valid document in
support of  possessing the leopard
skin, for which they were arrested
under Sections 379/411/120 (B) of
IPC and Section 51 of  Wild Life
Protection Act, 1972. They were
produced in the Court of  SDJM,
Deogarh, Tuesday and were re-
manded to judicial custody after
their bail pleas were rejected. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sonepur, March 23:After six days,
police got a breakthrough Tuesday
in the loot of  Rs 21 lakh cash from
a bank staff  near Baghalpur Chhak
in the district. Police arrested five
people, including an ATM officer,
who was the mastermind of  the
crime. 

Police recovered Rs 15.30 lakh
cash, seized five bikes and 10 cell
phones from their possession. This
was revealed by SP Sitaram Satpathy
here at a presser Tuesday.

The accused were identified as
Uttam Kumar Dee p (21)  of
Ambapakhal in Boudh district,

Ambuja Behera (28) of  Gohirpita
under Manamunda police limits,
Sardul Gaigaria (32) of  Digi,
Haribola Sandh of  Khaliamunda in
Boudh, and Sunil Kumar Moharana

(29) of  Ghodaghatpada. 
The SP said that the mastermind

of  the loot case is Sunil Mohara, who
is ATM officer of  Writers’ Safeguard
Agency in Bhubaneswar, while

Ambuja and Haribola had drawn up
the modus operandi of  the loot.     

According to police, Sudhansu
Pradhan (30), another ATM officer
from Sonepur block Chhak area, had
withdrawn Rs 38 lakh from Sonepur
branch of  Bank of  Baroda March
17 to replenish an ATM.

Rs 17 lakh was put in the ATM
near main branch. Later, he went
alone on a bike to replenish an-
other ATM in Ullunda with Rs 21
lakh. 

As he reached Baghalpur Chhak,
these five people came in three
bikes and looted the cash by bran-
dishing a gun and sharp edged
weapon from Sudhansu. 

More land needed
for Jeypore airport

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jeypore, March 23: Koraput
Collector Abdul Akhatar reviewed
the progress of  the expansion work
of  Jeypore airport Tuesday. 

The Collector visited a canal on
the southern side of  the airport. He
was accompanied by sub-collector
Hemkant Say, PWD executive en-
gineer Bhaskar Samantray, assis-
tant engineer Bijay Kumar Behera,
tehsildar Pradhan Tulli Amma,
additional tehsildar Aswini
Mohapatra and forester Prashant
Samantray.

The Collector said that the gov-
er nment  has  applied  for
Airworthiness Review Certificate
(ARC) 2B license for operation of
T-72 seater aircrafts even as nec-
essary infrastructure augmenta-
tion work is going on.  

It is learnt that land acquisition
on the southern side of  the airport
has been completed, while there is
need for additional land on the north-
ern side. But these lands belong to
the tribals and, hence, the process
to acquire them will take time. 

The administration has been on
its toes to push the ongoing infra-
structure development for the air-
port. A few days back, officials of  the
Public Works department apprised

Transport secretary Madhusudan
Padhi about the current position of
the runway and provided him with
the blueprint of  the requirements
for expansion work.

Flight operations are likely to
start from Jeypore airstrip in
Koraput district by the year end if
everything goes as planned.

Odisha government has applied
for license from the Civil Aviation
Ministry for the operation of  the
airstrip by March. 

It was learnt that by the year
end, around 19 chartered flights
are expected to operate from the
airstrip. 

As the airstrip comes under the
UDAN scheme for regional air con-
nectivity, the Central government
gives approval to airline operators
after bidding. Work of  the runway
and construction, land acquisition
and technical aspects of  the airstrip
is at different stages, it was learnt. 

The current runway is 915 metre-
long and 23 metre-wide for opera-
tion of  T-72 seater aircrafts. It was
learnt that Rs 42 crore has been
sanctioned for the runway expansion
work.   

Rs 42 core more has been sanc-
tuioned for 1200 metre-long runway
for operation of  ATR-72 seater air-
crafts at the airport. 

COLLECTOR REVIEWS PROGRESS

ATM officer among 5 arrested; `15L recovered

POST NEWS NETWORK

Soro, March 23: Miscreants bru-
tally tortured a youth here Monday
evening by first inflicting injuries
on him with sharp weapons. Then
to inflict further pain, they stitched
the open wounds with the youth
howling in agony. 

Such a barbaric incident oc-
curred in Gopalpur area under
Kantapada police limits in Balasore
district Monday evening. 

The injured has been identified
as Prashant Jena, son of  Narendra
Jena of  Arala village. He is fight-
ing for his life at Balasore district
headquarters hospital (DHH). 

According to a source, Prashant
had gone to Gopalpur market for
some work Monday evening. It was
about 7.30pm when some youths
came on motorcycles and abducted
him. Before people could react to
save Prashant, the miscreants sped
away from the spot carrying him
along. The locals however, imme-
diately informed his family mem-
bers and Gopalpur police outpost. 

A police team reached the spot

and launched a search for Prashant.
Later, they spotted him lying un-
conscious in a pool of  blood near
Nuapur Hatuani Chowk bridge.
He was immediately rushed to
Gopalpur government hospital and
later shifted to Balasore DHH. 

The police have launched an in-
vestigation to find out the reason
behind the attack. They are also
waiting for Prashant to regain con-
sciousness so that he provides them
with some information regarding
the miscreants. 

Meanwhile, locals alleged that the
miscreants are from Kuapada vil-
lage of  Nuapur panchayat. Past
enmity is the reason behind the
attack, they said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, March 23: The au-
thorities of  Veer Surendra Sai
Institute of  Medical Sciences and
Research (VIMSAR) at Burla in
this district have fined 18 students
for their alleged involvement in
ragging. 

The authorities have imposed a
penalty of  Rs 54,000 on the accused
students and warned them to re-
frain from such activities in fu-
ture by making them sign on an
agreement.  The action was taken
over a report submitted by the
Anti-Ragging Cell.

Notably, some second year stu-
dents were asked by their fourth
year counterparts to come to the
basketball court, March 10. However,
they did not turn up. This infuri-
ated the fourth year students. They
went to the hostel meant for the sec-

ond year scholars and ragged them.
The accused thought that they
would get away with their act.
However, those ragged lodged a
complaint with New Delhi based
Anti-Ragging Cell. 

The authorities had formed a
three-member team to probe into
the allegations. After the accused
were found guilty a decision to
impose fines on them was taken by

VIMSAR authorities.  Earlier, a
complaint was filed before the
Delhi based-Anti Ragging Cells on
ragging of  MBBS junior students
by their senior counterparts,
October 9, 2018.  

The VIMSAR authorities had
then taken action against 23 senior
students by asking them not enter
their classroom for a period of  one
month.  

18 VIMSAR students penalised
The authorities had
formed a three-member
team to probe into the
allegations. After the
accused were found guilty
a decision to impose fines
on them was taken by
VIMSAR authorities

RAGGING ROW

` 21L LOOT CASE IN SONEPUR

Couple found hanging
from tree in Kandhamal 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Kandhamal, March 23: Police Tuesday
recovered the bodies of  a man and a
woman hanging from a tree with a sari
from Marsapadar jungle under
Phiringia police limits in Kandhamal
district. The deceased are residents of
the same locality, locals said. After
some villagers first spotted the bodies
hanging from a tree the matter was
immediately informed to the police. 

Later, a team from Phiringia police
station reached the spot, brought down
the bodies and then sent them for post-
mortem. 

Though the exact reason behind the
alleged suicide is yet to be ascertained,
the police have launched a probe. 

Some locals said that the two were
in love. However, their respective fam-
ilies were against their relationship
and did not want them to get married.  

STF seizes leopard hide, arrests 2 in Deogarh 

Miscreants attack youth, then
stitch wounds in Balasore

To inflict further pain on
Prashant Jena, the
miscreants stitched the
open wounds as the 
former kept on howling
in agony 

SHGs removed from farmer
registration process in Bargarh

PACSs ASSIGNED NEW RESPONSIBILITIES; SHGs FUME

PADDY PROCUREMENT
DISTRICT CIVIL SUPPLIES
OFFICER RAJANIKANT DAS SAID
THAT HE USED TO RECEIVE
FREQUENT COMPLAINTS
REGARDING ANOMALIES IN
REGISTRATION OF FARMERS
AND THEIR RENEWAL BY 
THE SHGs

Fact File
TTPS authorities

have claimed that
the units were

shutdown as the
workers did not turn

up for their duty. A
delegation of plant

authorities held
discussions with the
workers and assured

them to run the
plant if they joined

their duty

The shutdown of the plant has sparked anger
and resentment among various labour outfits
and trade unions. A trade union outfit, Shramik
Ekta Manch, has rejected the charges.
Surprisingly, the administration was found to be
in dark about the development

The manch member alleged that the plant
authorities had shut down the plant a week
before as there was fear of the plant getting
closed after March 31 due to non-compliance of
an order of the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) by NTPC
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A ll of  us would remember this day one year ago. The nation was pushed
into a so called ‘Janata Curfew’ and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
asked citizens to bang gongs and ring bells, we were told, to scare away

the coronavirus by creating a vibration in the atmosphere. A movie star of
great repute told the nation, through a video message, that the timing was
appropriate keeping in mind the conjunction of  planets and the results
would be miraculous. Unfortunately, that very aged actor along with his son
and other family members later fell prey to Covid-19 and needed hospitalization.
Two days later after the Janata Curfew and ringing of  bells, at 8 pm on 24
March 2020, the Prime Minister of  India announced a complete lockdown that
paralysed normal life across the length and breadth of  the country. Come mid-
night of  24 March 2020, all air and rail services came to a halt. From 25
March last year, even private cars and motorbike riders were stopped by po-
lice and the drivers heavily penalized. This kicked off  the long march of  mi-
grant labourers from one end of  the country to another. Children, women
and men started out on foot from their places of  employment and headed back
home. The factories or fields they were working at were suddenly and forcibly
shut. Owners refused to take care of  their labour force which resulted in one
of  the greatest humanitarian crisis of  modern times. International media
termed Modi’s lockdown as one of  the most inhumane and stringent com-
pared to actions of  other governments which too were facing the same
predicament.

While all this was being done, a very crucial action was consciously ignored.
International flights were not stopped which resulted in infected people
from other countries pouring into India. In the usual political style of  cur-
rent times, efforts were made to blame the Tablighi Jamaat, a congregation
of  international Moslem preachers, for spread of  the virus in India. No one
bothered to question how the Indian embassies in highly infected countries
of  that time, such as Malaysia and Indonesia, sanctioned visas to the preach-
ers who sought to visit New Delhi. The idea that coronavirus is a rich man’s
disease seems applicable to India. Instead of  dramatizing and creating a farce,
the Central government could have easily cancelled the US President’s
Namaste Trump trip and stopped Indians stuck abroad from returning back
home. Interestingly, Prime Minister Modi not only offered doctors and med-
ical assistance in the early days in late 2019 but also sent Air India aircrafts
to Wuhan and brought back Indians living in that city. This morbid joke con-
tinued with the Vande Bharat inward flights which ferried stranded Indians
from highly infected countries like Italy,
Spain and England. Such poor judgement
pushed the country into a stage where every-
thing seemed to collapse inwards. The past
saga should have taught us Indians a great
big lesson. 

Times gradually changed. The rate of  in-
fection seemed to dissipate. Indians took
pride in the new knowledge that their coun-
try was one of  the largest vaccine manu-
facturers of  the world. Companies like
Serum Institute of  India suddenly became household names and the Central
government did not hesitate to politically cash in on the situation. First, it
used the vaccine manufacturing infrastructure to gain international ac-
ceptance by sending huge batches of  vaccines overseas. That, supposedly, gained
credibility for Prime Minister Narendra Modi. On the other hand, domes-
tic vaccination drive has not, even till date, been properly organized and it
has resulted in barely 3 per cent of  the population getting the jab till now.
According to reliable estimates, a complete vaccination of  all Indians would
take slightly over a decade. Nobody seems to notice this grand failure. On the
other hand, extremely valuable time has been wasted by the government by
inciting people with crazy new farm laws being enacted and wild efforts of
curbing social media by issuing new regulations. These were times which
should have been used positively to build awareness and create an atmosphere
of  cooperation and understanding. Resultantly, the Indian society has not learnt
much from the sufferings of  2020. Now we are faced with a second wave leer-
ing at our faces. We have people like the Chief  Minister of  Uttarakhand who
claimed that India was enslaved by America for 200 years and while America
has failed to control the spread of  Covid-19, India has done remarkably well
in that field because of  Modi’s leadership. Unfortunately, the CM himself  has
been infected by the coronavirus pretty much soon after his utterances. The
government of  India claims that more than 280 companies went bankrupt
in the past year. Reality, however, may be very different. It is not only the sky
rocketing fuel prices that have hit the citizens of  India but more the overall
mismanagement of  the entire economy, the results of  which will be even more
cruel in the months to come.       

Today, all of  us Indians need to take a step back and re-assess what we learnt
from the last year and prepare for a long drawn struggle ahead.

T irath Singh Rawat, the Chief
Minister of  Uttarakhand,
has drawn a lot of  criticism

on social media for his recent com-
ments on ripped jeans. While tak-
ing a flight, he apparently met a
woman traveling with two chil-
dren and did not appreciate her
attire, which included boots, several
bracelets, and jeans that were not
fully intact.

“You run an NGO, wear jeans
ripped at the knees, move about
in society, children are with you,
what values you will teach?” Rawat
said, speaking at a workshop or-
ganised by the State Commission
for Protection of  Child Rights.

An avalanche of  criticism fol-
lowed, seemingly from every Indian
woman who has a Twitter account.
Just because you wear ripped jeans
does not give anyone the right to rip
your character, does it? Of  course
not. And wearing perfect jeans—
jeans with no holes or blemishes—
does not mean that your character
is perfect, does it? Nope, not at all.

Rawat later apologised for his
comment, saying that people are free
to wear whatever they want, but con-
tinuing to insist that wearing ripped
jeans “is not right.”

I understand his discomfort. I
fought that battle several years ago
and I lost. My teenage daughter
Divya got her way and wears torn
jeans whenever she wants, but
thankfully not every day. 

Ripped jeans have been around
since the 1980s and steadily grow-
ing in popularity. They can be quite
expensive, which is why Divya did
not buy her first pair of  torn jeans
from a store—she made them. She
used a pair of  scissors, but it did-
n’t quite look authentic. 

To make an authentic pair of
ripped jeans yourself, you have to
wear the jeans on a motorcycle and
get thrown off  at high speed. Just
try not to get any blood stains on
them. That would ruin the look.
And another thing: please wear a
helmet. There is no point in wear-

ing a pair of  stylish jeans while
you’re lying in the morgue. 

I’ve never bought ripped jeans
myself, but I’ve certainly worn
them. Almost every pair of  jeans
I buy will eventually get torn at
the knees. A scrape here and a
scrape there, and before you know
it, I’m making a fashion statement. 

This sums up my relationship
with fashion: If  I am ever found to
be stylish, it is always by accident.

Divya, on the other hand, is
quite deliberate in her clothing
choices. She won’t buy just any
pair of  ripped jeans she finds in a
store. She has to examine the pair
carefully, make sure the rips are just
right. Quantity matters, but so
does quality. 

All the rips must be in the front
and preferably spaced apart, so

they do not join together and cause
your jeans to suddenly become
shorts. That might cause some dis-
comfort to you, as well as a cer-
tain chief  minister.

It’s also important that the rips
do not all look the same. One or two
of  them can be holes, giving peo-
ple a view of  your legs through
your jeans. These holes should
not be large enough that you can
accidentally put a leg through
them, nor should they give easy pas-
sage to any rodent looking for tem-
porary shelter. 

One or two of  the rips can also
be shreds—spots where the mate-
rial has been torn, but where
threads remain, permitting no
view of  the skin. Other blemishes
can be scrapes, mere abrasions on
the fabric that do not permit any
ventilation.

Over the years, I’ve grown ac-
customed to seeing my daughter in
ripped jeans. It doesn’t bother me
anymore. I have too many other
battles to fight. For example, Divya
wants to get her nose pierced. Not
until you’re an adult, I say.

As far as I’m concerned, any
new holes are better located in her
jeans than in her face.

Ripped jeans: A battle I’ve already lost

SACRED COW, POLITICAL COW
T

he recent initiatives of
the Rashtriya Kamdhenu
Ayog of  the Government
of  India to disseminate in-

formation on economic, scientific,
environmental, health, agricul-
ture and spiritual relevance of  in-
digenous cows has brought to the
fore three major discourses asso-
ciated with the ‘sacred cow’ going
on between ‘right wing extrem-
ism’ versus ‘liberal’ social thinkers.
Firstly, should the spiritual trans-
formation of  the Indian cow be
understood through modern sci-
entific terms? Secondly, should
cow worship be a political debate?
The theory of  cultural ecology in
anthropology brings the rela-
tionship between political con-
flicts and religious practices.
Finally, should the prohibition of
beef  consumption be understood
as a form of  disaster insurance in
the Indian society? 

The cultural ecology of  ‘India’s
sacred cow’ needs a restudy - why
the Hindus in India would rather
starve to death than eat the cow or
even deprive it of  food. Or for that
matter, not eating beef  can, in the
right context, result in having
more food. Firstly, history says
that cow worship is a relatively re-
cent development in India; it
evolved as the Hindu religion de-
veloped and evolved. The earliest
Vedas, the Hindu sacred texts from
the second millennium BC, do not
prohibit cow slaughter. Instead,
they ordain its slaughter as a part
of  sacrificial rites and its con-
sumption at ceremonial feasts
presided over by Brahman priests.
AN Bose, in Social and Rural
Economy of  Northern India, 600
BC -200 AD, writes that many of  the
sacred-cow passages were incor-
porated into the texts by priests of
a later period. By 200 AD, the sta-
tus of  the Indian cattle had un-
dergone a spiritual transforma-
tion and by 1000 AD all Hindus
were forbidden to eat beef. 

Three major justifications can
be cited for the sacredness of  cow
and restrictions for beef  eating -
spiritual, religious and economic.
Ahimsa, the Hindu belief  in the
unity of  all life forbids it. Another
important event that helped to
shape the modern complex was
the Islamic invasion. Hindus may
have found it politically expedi-
ent to set themselves off  from the

invaders, who were beef-eaters.
Thirdly, Indian peasants who de-
cided to save the cow for procre-
ation to produce oxen were the
ones who survived natural disas-
ters. Those who ate beef  lost the
tools with which to farm. Over a
period of  centuries, more and
more farmers probably avoided
beef  until an unwritten taboo
came into existence. Later on, to
remove temptation, the practice
was codified by the priesthood,
flesh of  cattle became taboo and
the cow became sacred. 

Secondly, cow worship even car-
ries over into politics, keeping
aside the significance of  its cultural
ecology. The issue of  cow protec-
tion was not a debate during the ear-
lier governments. For instance,
once the Ministry of  Information
maintained that “the large ani-
mal population is more a liability
than an asset in view of  our land
resources”. Contrary to it, India’s
neighbouring country Nepal
equates cow slaughter as murder.
Once, a car driven by an official of
a United States agency struck and
killed a cow. In order to avoid a
situation that would have arisen if
the official was arrested for mur-
der, the Nepalese magistrate con-
cluded that the cow had commit-
ted suicide. In India, the rise of
cow protection committees is a re-
cent development. 

In modern India, cow is a sym-
bol of  health and abundance. It
provides milk, which could be the
substitute to mother’s breast-

feeding. The cow is the factory
that produces ox, the mainstay of
the Indian agricultural system
and also treated as the peasant’s
tractor. Unlike western countries,
the food for cattle costs the human
population virtually nothing in
India. Indian cattle eat only the
inedible remains of  subsistence
crops - rice straw, rice hulls, the tops
of  sugarcane, and mustard-oil
cake. As American agronomist
Odend’hal says, “Basically, the
cattle convert items of  little di-
rect human value into products of
immediate utility.”

More than 800 million tonnes of
dung is used as cooking fuel and
fertilizer. Dried dung burns slowly,
cleanly, and with low heat - char-
acteristics that satisfy the house-
hold needs of  Indian women. It
is estimated that the dung used
for cooking fuel provides the en-
ergy equivalent to 43 million tonnes
of  coal. It would cost India more
than two billion dollars extra in for-
eign exchange to replace the dung
with coal. And if  the 350 million
tonnes of  manure that are being
used as fertilizer were replaced
with commercial fertilizers, the ex-
pense would be even greater. Roger
Revelle of  the University of
California has calculated that 89
per cent of  the energy used in
Indian agriculture (the equiva-
lent of  about 140 million tonnes of
coal) is provided by local sources. 

Thirdly, specialists in food habits
argue that India, one of  the world’s
great civilizations, is being stran-

gled by its love for cow. Hinduism
is an irrational ideology that com-
pels people to overlook abundant,
nutritious food for scarcer, less
healthful foods. MN Srinivas, an
Indian anthropologist, states: “or-
thodox Hindu opinion regards
killing of  cattle with abhorrence,
even though the refusal to kill the
vast number of  useless cattle is
detrimental to the nation”. The
statutes prohibiting cattle slaugh-
ter are less important than the re-
ligious laws. Legally, the ban on cow
slaughter is State, not Union law
and not all States restrict it. But re-
ligious laws see it as consumption
of  flesh of  cows, bulls and oxen. The
cow is the most sacred because it
can produce the other two. The
peasant whose cow dies is not only
crying over a spiritual loss but
also over the loss of  his farm as well.
Thus, prohibiting beef  consump-
tion is a form of  disaster insurance
for Indian society. Indian agricul-
ture is full of  natural disasters
like failure of  monsoon and
drought. Indian farmers and the cat-
tle are accustomed to these natu-
ral disasters. Keeping alive the
cows, that can later produce oxen,
assures the recovery of  the agri-
cultural system from these great-
est challenges, which has hap-
pened several times in the history
of  the Ganges valley.

The sacredness of  the cow is
not just an ignorant belief  that
stands in the way of  progress.
Like all concepts of  sacred and
profane, this one affects the phys-
ical world; it defines the relation-
ships that are important for the
maintenance of  society. The prac-
tice arose to prevent the population
from consuming the animal on
which Indian agriculture depends.
Practices and beliefs can be ra-
tional or irrational, but a society
that fails to adapt to its environment
is doomed to extinction. Only those
societies that draw the necessi-
ties of  life from their surroundings
without destroying those sur-
roundings, inherit the earth. They
are not understandable in mod-
ern scientific terms. 

The writer is an Assistant
Professor, Department of

Contemporary and Tribal
Customary Law, Central

University of  Jharkhand.
Views are personal.

LOL

FOCUS

IN THIS

Practices and beliefs can be rational or 
irrational, but a society that fails to adapt to its
environment is doomed to extinction

TIMES WASTED

Purchasing a turkey

Alady was picking through the
frozen turkeys at the grocery

store, but couldn’t find one big
enough for her family.

She asked a stock boy,
“Do these turkeys get any

bigger?”
The stock boy replied, “No ma’am,
they’re dead.”
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In sincerity is the certitude of
victory. Sincerity! Sincerity! How
sweet is the purity of thy
presence?

THE MOTHER

JEST

THE THEORY OF
CULTURAL 

ECOLOGY IN
ANTHROPOLOGY

BRINGS THE
RELATIONSHIP

BETWEEN 
POLITICAL 

CONFLICTS AND
RELIGIOUS
PRACTICES

Debendra Kumar
Biswal

SOCIETY

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

I’VE NEVER
BOUGHT RIPPED

JEANS MYSELF,
BUT I’VE 

CERTAINLY WORN
THEM. ALMOST
EVERY PAIR OF

JEANS I BUY WILL
EVENTUALLY 
GET TORN AT 

THE KNEES

Melvin Durai

Train judges

Sir, Some high court judges are in the news for their preconceived notions on crimes against women.
Indian courts, and their presiding officers, are expected to strike a balance when they conduct tri-
als. Deeply disturbing is the fact that judges, even of  higher courts, are displaying an insensitive
approach towards women in sexual harassment cases. A judge of  the Nagpur bench of  the Bombay
High Court made headlines a couple of  months ago for her unusual, and uncalled for, interpreta-
tions on molestation, in two cases, while acquitting the accused. Strange and despicable reason-
ing by high courts make for a sorry reading. They reflect a chronic lack of  application of  mind with
regard to cases that require high levels of  understanding and empathy. Fortunately, the Supreme
Court has stepped in to take stock of  the situation. While setting aside the Madhya Pradesh High
Court order on bail to an accused of  sexual misconduct, the top court has rightly rued the acute
paucity of  gender sensitisation training in judges. How a woman looked and how she behaved are
immaterial for a judge to come to a conclusion on a case at hand. Over the years, reports have it
that the some men accused of  rape had proposed to marry their victims. It would be a travesty of
justice if  such ‘proposals’ become a rule and the courts entertain them. The criminal justice sys-
tem would be reduced to a laughing stock in such a scenario.  Therefore, courts and the judges being
their torchbearers are expected to adopt an empathetic attitude toward women. Marriage or me-
diation, as the SC has said, are beyond the courts’ jurisdiction. Each case needs an unbiased ad-
judication without preconceived notions, and strictly on merit.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA (MAHARASHTRA)

Water’s value

Sir, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has launched the ‘Jal Shakti Abhiyan:
Catch the Rain’ campaign to conserve
rainwater and create awareness among
people. The government has made
water governance a priority in its
policies, decisions, and programmes
like Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai
Yojna, water campaign to every farm
- Har Khet Ko Paani, 'Per Drop More
Crop' campaign and Namami Gange
Mission, Jal Jeevan Mission or Atal
Bhujal Yojana. People need to recog-
nise the true value of  water and adopt
all techniques to save water. To ensure
the appropriate use of  water at every
stage is the need of  the hour.

Amit Singh Kushwaha,
SATNA (MP)
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WISDOM CORNER
Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul - and sings
the tunes without the words - and never stops at all.

EMILY DICKINSON

It is beyond a doubt that all our knowledge begins with experience.
IMMANUEL KANT

When the power of love overcomes the love of power the world will
know peace. JIMI HENDRIX

Minigarch

Aminigarch is like an oligarch, only less well-endowed in the back-pocket
department. It’s a weird formation, not least because oligarch means a

member of a small group that holds power in a state (from Greek oligoi, few,
plus arkhein, to rule), and strictly has nothing to do with money. But the term
has long been tainted with the implication that oligarchs use their great
power to gather riches; in particular it has been used for members of the
nomenklatura, former Communist Party appointees, who were most directly
involved in gaining wealth in post-communist Russia. The Financial Times
wrote in January 2001, “The oligarchs divided up among themselves the most
valuable state companies, which Yeltsin privatized under fire-sale
conditions.” Minigarch appeared in British newspapers in 2006, an early
instance in the Independent on 26 May: “Vladimir Gusinsky, 53, used to be
one of Russia’s most powerful media magnates, but he lost almost everything
and is now more minigarch than oligarch.” It has never been common, though
it turned up several times in 2007, but the global financial turmoil of 2008 hit
the Russian super-rich especially hard and the word has had a resurgence.
Moscow’s exclusive watering holes, such as this expensive fusion restaurant
near the Kremlin, are still hosting so-called minigarchs and the merely
wealthy further down the scale (NPR Morning Edition, 15 Oct. 2008). A lower
oil price may affect the geopolitical ambitions of Russia and its allies. Some
oligarchs may become minigarchs. But Russia will not need to beg for cash
from the outside world (The Economist, 23 Oct. 2008).

OPiate
Tathagata

Satpathy
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, March 23: With the ‘in-
sider-outsider’ debate in West Bengal
gaining strength before the elec-
tions, Bengali sub-nationalism ap-
pears to have become visible like
never before.

The ruling TMC has embraced
it as its main poll plank to counter
the rise of  the BJP’s Hindutva nar-
rative in the state.

It has branded BJP as a ‘party of
outsiders’ and has fanned the
‘Bengali pride’ by coming up with
a poll slogan ‘Bangla Nijer Meyekei
Chai’ (Bengal wants its own daugh-
ter) creating a poll narrative of
sub-nationalism to counter the saf-
fron party’s identity politics.

The electoral discourse in Bengal,
where poll battles are fought on
ideological lines, had in the past
mostly steered clear of  sub-na-
tionalism and identity politics.

“This is for the first time we have
made Bengali pride our main poll
plank. Bengali pride is not just
about Bengalis; it appeals to all
sons of  the soil,” senior TMC leader

and MP Sougata Roy told PTI.
Another senior TMC leader said

“divisive politics and religious po-
larisation can be countered with sub-
nationalism and regionalism.”

BJP has blamed Trinamool
Congress for bringing up the issue
of  Bengali pride saying it is harp-
ing on nationalism, development and
identity politics as it senses defeat
in its citadel.

“BJP is in power in so many
states, but we have never tried to im-
pose any language or culture. This
is a baseless allegation as TMC has
nothing to showcase to seek votes,”
BJP state  president  Dilip 
Ghosh said.

BJP national president JP Nadda
claimed at various poll ral-

lies that only BJP can restore the
Bengali pride and that “TMC rep-
resents everything that is opposite
to it.”

To counter the narrative and
project itself  as a party in sync
with Bengali culture and ethos,
BJP has propped up Bharatiya Jana
Sangh founder Syama Prasad
Mookerjee as its icon.

It has also been observing the
anniversaries of  Bengali icons
Rabindranath Tagore, Swami
Vivekananda and Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay.

Parties cutting across political
lines feel that the issue has its pit-
falls and will have a cascading ef-
fect on the federal structure in the
days to come.

They agree that sub-national-
ism can no longer be ignored in
Bengal as it is reflective of  the
state’s socio- political history which
has always preferred opposing or
challenging the party at the Centre
or a bigger political force and refused
submission.

Bor n out of  the Congress,
January 1, 1998, TMC had adopted
the evocative slogan 'Maa Mati
Manush' (Mother, Land and People)
carefully blending socialism and
secularism that countered the then
communists and their doctrines.

Bengali sub-nationalism 
visible like never before

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Nandigram, March 23: Rukmini Mondal
and Sikha (names of  both changed), neigh-
bours at a tiny hamlet here, have stopped
seeing eye to eye ever since they joined
rival political parties.

What had bound the two all these years
was the grief  that befell on them following
the sexual abuse they faced during the
anti-land acquisition movement in
Nandigram, and the never-ending wait for
justice thereafter.

Political colours have changed in this part
of  Bengal in the past 14 years, but justice
continues to elude the women, who are at
the crossroads this time, having reposed faith
on two opposing camps, with a hope that
their demands would be met.

This obscure Nandigram village that
had shaken the base of  the mighty Left
regime and propelled the TMC to power now
stands divided between its ‘Didi and Dada’,

as Chief  Minister Mamata Banerjee has
locked horns with her protégé-turned-ad-
versary and the face of  farmers’ protest,
Suvendu Adhikari, in the constituency - set
to go to polls April 1.

More than 42 people were killed, in-
cluding 14 who died in the police firing
March 14, 2007, and over 40 women raped
during the ten-month-long bloody battle

in then-little-known agrarian town.
With battle lines having been redrawn in

Nandigram, which stands polarised along
political and communal lines, the sur-
vivors, despite all differences, are keenly
waiting for justice to be served.

“Didi has given us everything -- com-
pensation, jobs and other benefits. But we
have one regret that we didn’t get justice.

We want to see perpetrators languishing be-
hind bars,” Sikha told PTI.

Standing in front of  a large cut-out of
Banerjee, 42-year-old Sikha, during a street-
corner meeting in Sonachura market, asked
people to vote for the TMC and defeat the
BJP and 'Mir Jafar' (traitor) Adhikari.

“Suvendu has not just betrayed the TMC
but also the people of  Nandigram. Some of
the perpetrators of  violence, who were
then with the CPI(M), have now joined the
BJP. But Suvendu has turned a blind eye
to this, just for political reasons,” she said.

Echoing her demand for justice, Mondal,
however, wondered why the TMC, despite
being in power for 10 years, could not do any-
thing to ensure that the culprits get pun-
ished. “Can jobs, money or doles compen-
sate me for the honour I have lost? I want
justice. I want to see them (perpetrators) in
jail. I am hoping that if  the BJP is voted to
power, there will be fair play,” she said.

Showering praise on Adhikari, she said

that it was the 50-year-old leader who stood
by her, and many more like her through thick
and thin. The residents of  the discrete vil-
lage, where at least 30 women had to endure
sexual abuse during the unrest, are, nonethe-
less, sceptical that this could just be another
election, before which the parties make
tall  promises only to  end up 
delivering nothing.

With the TMC supremo and her former
lieutenant at each other's throats,
Nandigram, often referred to as the cra-
dle of  change in Bengal, is once again on
the edge. Many rape survivors, disen-
chanted with the TMC, are yearning for
yet another change. “People of  Nandigram
are not very happy with the TMC. They also
have grievances against Mamata, as she
hardly visited the constituency, which
once catapulted her to power. But there is
also a section, which has a soft corner for
Didi,” another survivor Rama Das (name
changed) said.

14 yrs on, justice eludes Nandigram rape survivors 

AGENCIES

Chandigarh, March 23: Eighty-
one per cent of  the 401 samples
sent by the government for genome
sequencing have tested positive for
the UK variant of  COVID-19, Punjab
Chief  Minister Amarinder Singh
said Tuesday, asking the Centre to
widen the vaccination net to cover
those younger than 60.

Expressing concern over the
COVID-19 situation, the chief  min-
ister also appealed to people to get
themselves vaccinated and stressed
the need for the Union government
to urgently open up vaccination
for a  larger section of  the 
population.

He urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to widen the vac-
cination ambit to cover those
younger than 60 as the mutant has
been found to be infecting young peo-
ple more, an official statement quot-
ing him said.

“The process needs to be expe-
dited," he said, pointing to the fact
that  exper ts  had found the
Covishield vaccine to be equally
effective against the UK variant--
B.1.1.7.

It is essential to vaccinate more
and more people to break the chain
of  transmission, he said.

The state government, which
has already announced fresh re-
strictions, would be forced to im-
pose more curbs if  people don't
follow COVID appropriate behav-
iour, Amarinder Singh warned.

A large number of  people from
Punjab live in the United Kingdom. 

Punjab Health Minister Balbir
Singh Sidhu said the samples that
tested positive for the UK variant
were taken from a cross section of
population.

“This means, this strain has
spread in a bigger measure, which
is a serious concern for us as trans-
mission rate of  this strain is quite

high,” Sidhu told PTI.
The worrying thing is that many

youth are also contracting the
virus, he said. Touching upon the
overall COVID spread in the state,
he said urban areas were more af-
fected. However, the death rate is
more in the rural belt, the minis-
ter said.  

Many people, especially the
youth, don't follow COVID-related
protocols and they are being urged
not to be complacent, he said.

Monday, Punjab reported 2,319
fresh COVID-19 cases, taking the
tally to 2,15,409, and 58 fatalities,
pushing the death toll to 6,382. 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, March 23: The BJP in
West Bengal Tuesday released its
final list of  candidates for the up-
coming eight-phase Assembly
elections in the state, featuring a
total 13 new names.

Surprisingly, superstar Mithun
Chakraborty, who recently joined
the saffron camp, did not feature
in the list of  new candidates, even-
tually ending all speculation of
Bengal's beloved 'Dada' contest-
ing the high-voltage electoral bat-
tle.

Chakraborty had joined the
BJP's grand rally at Kolkata's
Brigade Parade Ground March
7, when he shared the podium
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi along with many other sen-
ior BJP leaders.

“I always wanted to do some-
thing big in life, but had never
dreamt of  being a part of  such a
huge rally which is to be addressed
by world’s most popular leader
Narendra Modi. I wished to work
for the poorer sections of  our so-
ciety, and that wish will now be ful-
filled,” he had said at the rally.

Amid huge cheers from sup-
porters, Chakraborty, borrowing
a dialogue from one of  his films,
said, “Ami joldhorao noi, bele borao
noi... ami ekta cobra, ek chobol-ei
chobi (Don’t mistake me for a
harmless snake, I am a cobra, can
kill people in one bite),” he 
had said.

Days after joining the BJP, the
actor recently enrolled himself
as a voter from Kolkata's Kashipur-
Belgachia constituency with an ad-
dress of  his cousin's place. Earlier,
Chakraborty was a registered
voter in Mumbai.

The BJP has pitted retired
Lieutenant General Subrata Saha
from Kolkata's Rashbihari con-
stituency, while former Chief
Economic Advisor Ashok Lahiri
has been fielded from South
Dinajpur's Balurghat. Earlier,
Lahiri was fielded from Alipurduar
in North Bengal, but was replaced
following agitation by a section of
party workers.

Chakraborty, who earlier main-
tained close ties with TMC
supremo and Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee, was nominated
to the Rajya Sabha by the TMC 
in 2014.

He, however, quit the Upper
House seat in 2016 citing health rea-
sons, after his name surfaced in
the Saradha ponzi scam.

Elections to the 294 assembly
seats will be held in eight phases
from March 27 to April 29. Votes
will be counted on May 2.

Mithun missing
from BJP’s final 
list for WB polls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, March 23: Meet Manas Sardar,
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) candidate for
Purulia Assembly constituency, who has bor-
rowed Rs 30,000 from his friends to con-
test the election as he believes his con-
stituency has been neglected for too long
and needs an MLA who can deliver.

Sardar's assets according to the affidavit
submitted to the Election Commission
shows the 30-year-old has an unbelievable
‘zero’ value in moveable and immovable as-
sets. “I have nothing. I am a devoted party
activist and a social worker. My sole aim is
to develop our area. I am fighting the elec-
tion for the first time and for this I have bor-

rowed Rs 30,000 from my friends. I will re-
turn the money in instalments,” Sardar
told PTI when contacted.

Stating that he had to convince seniors
in the party to give him a ticket to fight the
election in Purulia constituency, Sardar
said he was confident of  winning despite
"feeling the pinch in pocket."

“Purulia has been neglected by all political
parties and there has been no develop-
ment.  Drinking water, proper sanitation
have long been a problem here. I will work
for overall development ... I am getting a good
response from the people,” he said.

His party colleague Anadi Tudu, who
also has reported "zero assets", is contest-
ing the election from Balarampur also in

Purulia district. Talking to PTI from her con-
stituency, the 52-year-old Tudu said “Money
cannot stop you from achieving dreams to
do good for the people.” 

“I want to work for my people in

Balarampur. Nobody has done anything
for us. I will work with the people to develop
the area,” she said.

SUCI(C) candidates Dipak Kumar and
Bhagirathi Mahato -  contesting in
Balarampur and Joypur assembly con-
stituencies -- also declared zero assets in their
affidavit. Kumar, who fought the 2016 as-
sembly elections but lost, said that the
strength of  his party has "increased mas-
sively" and people are eager to vote the
two to power.

“There is no employment. The ruling
Trinamool Congress is only talking big.
People have understood what they need.
There is good response from them,” Kumar
said. Among candidates with assets worth

just Rs 500 are Rajib Mudi and Swapan
Kumar Murmu from SUCI(C). They will
be fighting for Binpur(ST) in Jhargram
district and Manzbazar(ST) assembly seat
in Purulia respectively. Another candidate
with low asset base is CPI's Saikat Giri. He
has declared assets of  just Rs 2000 and is con-
testing the election from Purba Mednipur's
Patashpur assembly constituency.

“I can feel the difference because I hardly
have money. Both BJP and the TMC are
spending huge amounts in this election
compared to which we are spending al-
most nothing. But we have deep rooted
connections with common people. They
know what is our motto. People in Patashpur
are tired of  corruption,” Giri said.

The rise of the BJP in Bengal’s political map made the TMC realise that its
socialist slogan was not enough to offset the saffron party’s Hindutva card

This is for the first
time we have made

Bengali pride our main
poll plank. Bengali pride 
is not just about 
Bengalis; it appeals to 
all sons of the soil 
SOUGATA ROY I TMC LEADER AND MP

BJP is in power in so many
states, but we have never
tried to impose any language
or culture. This is a baseless
allegation as TMC has
nothing to showcase to seek
votes 
DILIP GHOSH I BJP STATE PRESIDENT

REMINISCING MARTYRS

Farmers take out a march to commemorate the martyrdom day of freedom fighters Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev, during their ongoing agitation against
the new farm laws, in Amritsar, Tuesday, PTI PHOTO

Alarm in Punjab: 81 per cent of
Covid samples have UK variant 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 23: Setting
stage for his party's campaign in the
Punjab Assembly elections due
next year, Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convener Arvind Kejriwal
Sunday addressed a "Kisan Maha
Panchayat" in the state's Moga 
district.

In his address, he hit out the
Amarinder Singh-led Congress gov-
ernment, accusing it of  not keep-
ing its poll promises and deceiv-
ing the people of  the state.

He said that 'Captain Sahib'
(Amarinder Singh) had made sev-
eral promises to the people of  Punjab

in the run-up to the elections but for-
got about them about his victory.

With farmers of  Punjab in re-
lentless protest against the Centre's
three farms laws, Kejriwal attacked
the BJP too, accusing the Modi gov-
ernment at the Centre of  bringing
the measures without consulting the
farmers and passing them in an
unconstitutional manner.

"I have come here to express my

gratitude for raising your voice
against Centre's three draconian
laws. They (BJP) say only a few
states' farmers are opposing the
farm Bills, but it is not the truth.
Your struggle from Punjab to Delhi's
borders has become a revolution
across the nation and people of  this
country are not ready to accept
these farm laws which are framed
for giving benefit to some selected
corporate," he said.

Slamming the BJP, he claimed
when farmers from Punjab reached
Delhi's borders, the Centre tried to
develop pressure on his government
to send them to stadiums, so that
they "remain inside like in jails".

Kejriwal sets stage for Punjab poll battle 

Money no constraint for Bengal’s ‘zero asset’ candidates

Residents of the discrete village, where at least 30 women had to endure sexual abuse during the unrest, are sceptical that this could just be another election 
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Youths are our
future and if
we ourselves

are involved in
destroying the
future of our
children then we are
taking Arunachal towards darkness

PEMA KHANDU | ARUNACHAL PRADESH CM

of the
day uote 

They (BJP
government)
are closing

down all central
concerns. Only one
factory will be there,
that of Narendra
Modi's lies and the BJP's fraud

MAMATA BANERJEE | WB CM

The Centre
has allowed
vaccination

for everyone aged
above 45 from April
1. We have
demanded that
vaccines be given to everyone aged
above 18. It will set an example for
the entire world to defeat
coronavirus

SATYENDAR JAIN | DELHI HEALTH MINISTER

A Mohammedjan
passes away
Chennai: Former Tamil Nadu
Minister and AIADMK Rajya
Sabha Member A
Mohammedjan died Tuesday.
He was 72.    After he
reported of uneasiness, the
MP was taken to Walajapet
general hospital in Ranipet
district and he was declared
brought dead by authorities,
his relative said. "He had just
returned home (Ranipet)
after campaigning for the
Assembly polls. After he said
he was experiencing chest
pain, we rushed him to the
hospital and on the way he
became unconscious.
Doctors, after examination,
said he died of heart attack,"
the relative told.

T’gana shuts
down schools
Hyderabad: Concerned over
the spike in Covid-19 cases,
the Telangana government
Tuesday announced that it is
temporarily shutting down
the schools from
Wednesday. Education
Minister P. Sabita Indra
Reddy made the
announcement in the
Assembly. She said the
government decided to shut
down the schools in the
interest of the health of
students and teachers and
also keeping in view the
requests from the parents.
The minister said the
decision was taken as a
measure to prevent the
spread of Covid. 

Three human
skeletons found 
Chandigarh: Three human
skeletons were found
underneath the floor of a
house in Haryana's Panipat
on Tuesday, according to
police. According to police,
these were recovered from a
house in Panipat's Shiv
Nagar when its occupant
undertook some
construction work. “Three
human skeletons were found
from the house where
present occupants, who had
been living there for nearly
two-and-a-half years, took
up some construction work
at the ground floor,” Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Satish Vats said.

Miscreants
shoot dead three 
Kohima: At least three
persons were Gunned down
and two vehicles vandalised
by unidentified assailants at
Lamhainamdi in Nagaland,
police said on Tuesday. The
three deceased were
reportedly engaged in
clearing parts of a jungle
when they were shot dead on
Monday evening in an area
near the Dimapur-Peren
district boundary, they said. 

SHORT TAKES

The Indian Institute Of Technology
(IIT) Delhi incubated startup,
Geliose Mobility, has launched an
electric scooter 'HOPE'. The
running cost of this scooter is
only 20 paise per kilometrea

E-SCOOTER BY IIT DELHI 
Farmers must receive payment of
their procured produce within a
stipulated time period. Any delay in
payment would not be tolerated.
Responsibilities should be fixed to
ensure that farmers are paid on time
MANOHAR LAL KHATTAR | CHIEF MINISTER OF HARYANA

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Pondicherry, March 23: Several
from a fisher community spread
across five constituencies of
Pondicherry's Karaikal region
have threatened to boycott the
April 6 Assembly elections if  the
demands they have raised were
not met with.

Karaikal being a coastal region,
has huge presence of  fishermen
community who has always voted
in the elections. The area is an en-
clave of  Pondicherrystate which
is going to assembly elections along
with neighbouring Tamil Nadu.

John Jerry, a fisherman and
leader of  the United Fishermen
Association told IANS: "We will
not cast our votes in the upcoming
assembly elections. We have raised
demands for construction of  roads
and more facilities for fishing be-
sides provision of  drinking water
-- that must be met."

The women of  Karaikal are also
adamant that they will not vote
in the assembly elections.

Marie Teresa, a fisherman from
Nedungandam assembly con-
stituency in Karaikal told IANS:
"Every election the politicians
come with a broad smile and we get

to meet them only when next 
elections are announced.

"This time we have decided not
to cast our votes until our demands

are met. There is no drinking water,
no roads and no infrastructure,
so why should we vote."

T he  United  Fisher men
Association is spearheading 
the campaign.

Satyanathan Samuel who is a
fisherman at Karaikal told IANS:
"This time we will not change our
decision and until we get a written
commitment that our demands
will be met, we will not vote in
this assembly elections".

The campaign has got the po-
litical parties worried. AIADMK
leader KR Ramalingam from
Karaikal told IANS: "We are into

discussions with their leaders and
we can give written promise as
AIADMK has always honoured
their commitments to the people."

With election day only a fort-
night away, all political parties
are heading towards Karaikal to 
settle the issue.

For mer Chief  Minister V.
Narayanaswamy while speaking to
IANS said: "Our local leaders are
very much at ground zero and will
settle their issue. We need the
coastal people as traditionally they
are our supporters and this is a
communication gap which we 
will overcome."

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, March 23: Virulent oppo-
sition to a bill introduced in the
Bihar assembly by the Nitish Kumar
government, with a view to giving
more teeth to the police force,
Tuesday led to unprecedented tur-
moil in the House where police was
called in to physically evict legis-
lators who had laid siege to the
Speakers chamber.

Members of  the opposition Grand
Alliance, comprising RJD, Congress
and the Left, were agitated over
the Bihar Special Armed Police
Bill, 2021, and the ruckus created by
them caused proceedings of  the
assembly to be adjourned as many
as five times during the day. Leader
of  the opposition Tejashwi Yadav,
who courted arrest while partici-
pating in a procession taken out
against the "black law", in addi-
tion to other issues, gave an inkling
of  what was in store at an early
morning press conference.

After being let off  by the police,
which had taken Yadav and other
RJD leaders to the Kotwali police
station for taking out the unau-
thorised procession and indulging
in stone-pelting which led to use of
force and water cannons, Yadav
was back in the assembly when it
reassembled at 3 pm, after having

been adjourned thrice since morn-
ing. No sooner than minister
Bijendra Yadav presented the bill
for debate, opposition members
trooped into the well where marshals
rushed to prevent the agitated leg-
islators from getting physical with
those in the treasury benches.

Speaker Vijay Kumar Sinha ad-
journed the House till 1630 hours
but ended up being held hostage in-
side his chamber as Grand Alliance
members surrounded it from all
sides and squatted shouting 
slogans.

Chandrashekhar Singh and
Upendra Shar ma,  District
Magistrate  and Senior
Superintendent of  Police respec-
tively, rushed to the Vidhan Sabha

premises upon learning that the
situation had become too prob-
lematic for the marshals to han-
dle.  A heavy contingent of  police
personnel wearing riot gear also
reached the premises and they got
down to work, physically evicting
many an MLA stubbornly refus-
ing to let the Speaker come out. In
the meantime, proceedings resumed
with senior BJP MLA Prem Kumar
in the Chair but the agitation seemed
to have rubbed on all members of
the legislature.

The bill, which was introduced
last week, seeks to rename the
Bihar Military Police, give it more
teeth and allegedly empowers the
force to arrest people without 
a warrant.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 23:The Centre
Tuesday told the Supreme Court
that it is of  the view that the
Maharashtra government can
grant reservation to Maratha
community in public education
and employment.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
representing the Centre, told a
five-judge Constitution bench
headed by Justice Ashok Bhushan
that the Maharashtra govern-
ment's decision is constitutional
as the 102nd Amendment of  the
Constitution does not deprive a
state of  the power to declare its list
of  Socially and Educationally
Backward Classes (SEBC).

Emphasising that Maharashtra
government's granting reservation
to Maratha community is consti-
tutional, he said the Centre adopts
the submissions of  Attorney
General KK  Venugopal and it should
be taken as Centre's view.

Last week, the AG had submitted
before the apex court that 102nd
Amendment does not take away
the power of  the state legislatures

to ratify a law to determine the
SEBC and then confer benefits on
them.

As the top court asked Mehta
why the Centre did not issue any no-
tification of  SEBCs under Article
342A so far, he said that the exist-
ing SEBC list continues.

At this, the bench queried as to
what will be the correct interpre-
tation of  Article 342A, and what
will be the effect of  not having a list?
Mehta said that there are petitions
challenging the validity of  102nd
Constitution Amendment, and once
they come up for hearing, then this
query would be probably answered.

Senior advocate Manish Singhvi,
representing the Rajasthan gov-
ernment, said the determination of

SEBC in each state is the sole pre-
rogative of  the government con-
cerned and insisted that 1992 Indra
Sawhney verdict capping reserva-
tion at 50 per cent requires to be ex-
amined by a larger bench.

Advocate Manish Singh, repre-
senting the Bihar government,
cited two separate SEBC lists: for
central service, one is prepared by
the Centre and the other by state for
state services. These lists have been
existing since 1993. Singh added
that Indra Sawhney judgment needs
to be examined by a larger bench
against the backdrop of  changed so-
cial dynamics of  the society.

The arguments on the petitions
challenging Maratha reservation
will continue on Wednesday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gwalior, March 23: Twelve
women and a man were killed
after the auto-rickshaw in which
they were traveling collided with
a speeding bus in Old Chawni area
of  Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh
on Tuesday morning.

The accident took place around
5 am on Gwalior-Morena road
when the bus driver apparently
tried to avoid hitting a person on
the road, said state Transport
Minister Govind Singh Rajput
while announcing an inquiry.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
expressed grief  over the incident
in a tweet. 

The women, who worked as
cooks at an 'anganwadi kendra'
(governemnt-run child care cen-
ter) in Stone Park area in Old
Chawni Ganga Malanpur local-
ity, were returning home after
work,  Gwalior collector
Kaushlendra Vikram Singh said.

They were supposed to travel
in two auto-rickshaws, but one
of  them was out of  order, so
they crammed into one vehi-
cle, he said. While eight women
and the auto-rickshaw driver
died on the spot, the others suc-
cumbed to injuries in a hospi-
tal, district Superintendent of
Police Amit Sanghi said in a
statement.

Passengers in the bus, which
was heading from Gwalior to
Delhi, escaped unhurt, a senior of-
ficial said, adding that the driver
fled the spot leaving behind the ve-
hicle. The victims were residents
of  Gole ka Mandir and Jaderua
areas in Gwalior.

Vaze ‘prime accused’
in Hiran case: ATS

Karaikal fishermen to boycott Pondicherry polls

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 23: Cyber
security researchers on Tuesday
revealed that forged Covid-19 test
results and fake vaccine certifi-
cates are being offered on the
Dark Web and various hacking fo-
rums from as low as $25 (Rs 1,800)
to $250 (about Rs 18,000), for peo-
ple seeking to board flights, cross
borders, attend events or start
new jobs.

To access fake 'vaccine passport'
certificates, those interested just
need to send their details and
the money, and the seller on Dark
Web will email back the fake doc-
uments for $250.

The researchers found that
the dark net advertisements for
Covid-19 vaccines have increased
by over 300 per cent in the past

three months.
"Multiple vaccine variants are

also available  for  sale:
AstraZeneca,  Sputnik,
SINOPHARM and Johnson &
Johnson, with prices ranging be-
tween $500 and $1000 per dose," the
report noted. The Covid vaccine

sellers are majorly based in the
US and European countries in-
cluding Spain, Germany, France
and Russia.

"The vaccines advertised in-
clude Oxford-AstraZeneca (at
$500), Johnson & Johnson ($600),
the Russian Sputnik vaccine
($600)  and the Chinese
SINOPHARM vaccine," the re-
searchers informed. Only around
1 per cent of  the world's popula-
tion has received full course of
jabs while billions are still wait-
ing for their first dose.

As a mean to prepare society
for restarting tourism, flights
routine and border crossing, the
European Commission has pro-
posed a vaccination certificate
to be used as the ultimate 'door
opener' across countries and 
societies.

Fake Covid certificates
starting from `1,800

Fake negative Covid-19 test results are on sale from various 
sellers from just $25, according to Check Point Research 

Turmoil inside Bihar Assembly 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 23:Maharashtra
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) on
Tuesday said suspended police of-
ficer Sachin Vaze was a "prime ac-
cused" in the Mansukh Hiran mur-
der case and it will approach the
special NIA court here to get his 
custody.

More arrests were likely in the
case, said ATS chief  Jaijeet Singh.
Vaze, arrested in connection with
the recovery of  explosives-laden
SUV near industrialist Mukesh
Ambani's residence in south
Mumbai, is currently in the custody
of  the National Investigation
Agency (NIA). The NIA custody
will expire  March 25.

The ATS had last week arrested
suspended policeman Vinayak
Shinde and cricket bookie Naresh
Gaur in the Hiran murder case.
"After the arrest of  both these men,
ATS found Vaze is a prime accused
in the case and played a vital role,"
the ATS chief  told reporters.

"We need his custody and will ap-
proach the court March 25," Singh
added. Vaze's statement was
recorded in the Hiran case on
March 8 when he flatly denied any
role in  the crime, but probe re-
vealed that he was lying, the ATS
chief  said. It was Vaze who had
contacted Shinde when the latter
walked out of  jail on parole and took
his help, he said.

Gaur procured 14 SIM cards and
some of  them were activated and
used in the crime, the ATS chief
said. According to ATS, Shinde
contacted Hiran, posing as ‘Tawde

saab from Mumbai crime branch'
on the evening  of  March 4, the
day before Hiran's body was found
in a Thane creek.

"Preliminary investigation sug-
gests that Shinde along with oth-
ers was involved. A Volvo car seized
from  Daman is suspected to have
been used in the crime," the ATS
chief  said. Forensic Science
Laboratory at Kalina in Mumbai ex-
amined the car  Tuesday, he added.

The ATS has also obtained CCTV
footage from various spots even
though the accused destroyed some
CCTV footage in a bid to destroy ev-
idence of  their movement, officials
said.

Shinde, convicted in the Lakhan
Bhaiyya fake encounter case, was
released on parole last May and
since then he was in touch with
Vaze and helped him in his "illegal
activities", the ATS had said earlier.

"Many more people were in-
volved in the crime," said the
ATS chief. On Monday, the ATS
s e i z e d  a  Vo l vo   c a r  w i t h
Maharashtra registration from
the Union Territory of  Daman in
connection with the case.

The probe agency had also
claimed to have detained a person
from Ahmedabad who had allegedly
provided SIM cards to the accused.
The SUV with explosives found
near industrialist Mukesh Ambani's
house  February 25 had been al-
legedly stolen from Hiran's pos-
session. On March 5,  Hiran, who
ran auto spare parts business in
Thane, was found dead in a creek.
Hiran's wife had alleged that Vaze
had played a role in his death. 

ENJOYING RAIN 

People walk under umbrellas on the Ridge during rains, in Shimla PTI PHOTO

13 killed in Gwalior
road accident

‘Constitutional’: Centre backs
Maratha reservation in SC
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The liquor shop
owners will

have to ensure law and
order outside the shops.
The new policy will stop
bootlegging and illicit
liquor sale

MANISH SISODIA | 
DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER OF DELHI

As many as 130 people
continue to be missing
following the February 7
glacial burst in Uttarakhand,
which claimed 74 lives, the Lok
Sabha was informed Tuesday

GLACIAL BURST: 
130 STILL MISSING
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Congress had
put
restrictions on

buying land in
Assam. But now
with revocation of
Artcle 370, anybody
from any part of the country, even
from Assam, can buy property there 

YOGI ADITYANATH | UP CHIEF MINISTER

of the
day uote 

There were
certain issues
related to the

death of former
Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa and
there were some
doubts against Sasikala. My
position has always been that she
should clarify on these doubts, if
that is cleared I don't have any
problem

O PANNEERSELVAM | SENIOR AIADMK LEADER

Sisters found
dead in field
Pilibhit (Uttar Pradesh): 
Two teenage sisters were
found dead Tuesday under
mysterious circumstances in
a Pilibhit village in Uttar
Pradesh. The girls, aged 17
and 19, had gone out of their
home to attend to nature's
call Monday night but did not
return. When the family went
out to look for them, one of
them was found dead in a
field in Jasauli village while
the other was found hanging
from a tree Tuesday morning.

5 killed in AP
road mishap
Nellore: A mini truck
carrying labourers was hit
by a speeding milk van in
Andhra Pradesh's Nellore
district early Tuesday
leading to the death of five
people and injuring four
others. One of the injured in
the Duvvuru area accident
is reported to be serious.
The mini truck was heading
to Vidavaluru from Duvvuru,
carrying labourers for
fishing and the accident
occurred when they were
getting onboard. 

Man held for 
raping daughter
Gurugram: In a shocking
incident, a father was
arrested in Gurugram for
allegedly raping his 14-year-
old daughter repeatedly, the
police said Tuesday. “The
accused was arrested on
Monday and booked under
the charges of Prevention of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act and
other relevant sections of
the IPC at the Manesar
women police station. The
case is under investigation,”
Sub-Inspector Munesh, the
investigation officer, told
IANS. The matter came to
the fore when the girl
revealed her ordeal to her
mother, who reported the
matter to the police Monday.
A medical test revealed that
she was raped.

5 kids drown in
pond in J’khand
Ranchi: Five children,
including four girls, drowned
in a pond in Jharkhand's
Hazaribagh district Tuesday,
the police said. According to
the police, the incident took
place in Gadokhar village
under Katamdag police
station in Hazaribagh district
when the children went to
take bath in the pond. After
one child drowned, the four
other children tried to 
save him but they also got
drowned in the process. The
villagers took them to the
nearby hospital where they
were declared dead. 

SHORT TAKES

A man rows his shikara amid rains, at Dal Lake, in Srinagar, Tuesday PTI PHOTO

SAILING HOME

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 23: Facebook-
owned Instagram has seen a surge
in frauds on its platform that were
up by 50 per cent since the pan-
demic began, and scams related to
romance, phishing and influencer
sponsors top the chart, a new report
said  Tuesday.

According to Sophos Naked
Security, part of  the cybersecurity
firm Sophos, the scamming on
Instagram has worsened over the
past year.

"Phishers try to get access to
your Instagram account by sending
you a suspicious link, either as an
Instagram direct message or via
email, where you are then tricked
into putting in your username and
password on a fake login page," the
researchers said in a statement.

Once the crooks have your login
details, they can access your personal
information and even change your
password to lock you out of  your own
account. Scammers are also tak-

ing advantage of  the rise in influ-
encers on social media to exploit the
influencers themselves.

"These scammers pretend to be
an established brand and offer in-

fluencers an advertising deal. If
the influencer is unlucky enough to
believe that the deal they are re-
ceiving is legitimate, they may hand
over their personal banking details

in order to be 'paid' by the brand,"
the report noted.

Since its launch in 2010, Instagram
has seen more than 1 billion ac-
counts opened, and users on the
service share close to 100 million pho-
tos every day.

Romance scams are also wit-
nessing a surge on the platform.

Here, fraudsters enter into a fake
online relationship, often speaking
with their targets for weeks, months
or even years to earn and then to
abuse their trust.

Once the target is ensnared, the
scammer starts asking for money
for visas, flights, travel expenses
and more. But there's always an ex-
cuse why the scammer wasn't able
to get the visa, or board the flight,
or do whatever they said they would.

"Sudden travel restrictions due
to Covid-19 regulations have ap-

parently become a popular excuse
during the coronavirus pandemic.
The scammer will continue asking
for money for as long as the person
at the other end continues to send
it," the researchers noted.

Don't use the same password as
you do on any other sites, they
urged. "If  you think you may have
given away your password on a fake
site, change it as soon as you can be-
fore the crooks do. Consider using
a password manager if  you don't
have one already," the researchers
advised.

"As much as it seems to be com-
mon to share a lot of  your life on
Instagram nowadays, you don't have
to give away everything about your-
self. Also think about who or what
is in the background of  your pho-
tos before you upload them," they
added.

Fake romance, influencer scams thriving on Instagram

Railways’ initiatives
against carrying
inflammable items

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 23: The
Railways announced Tuesday a
slew of  initiatives against smok-
ing and carrying inflammable
items, which were apparently the
cause behind some of  the recent
fires on board trains.

The national transporter has
instructed zonal railways to initiate
intensive awareness drive of  seven
days to educate all the stakehold-
ers, including railway users and
employees, about precautions to
be taken against fire incidents.

Carrying inflammable objects
in trains is a punishable offence
under Section 164 of  the Railways
Act and the offender may get an
imprisonment of  up to three years
or a fine of  ̀ 1,000 or both, and a fine
of  ̀ 500 is applicable under Section
165. In a directive, the Railway
Board said these include enforc-
ing the 'no-smoking' rule, pre-
venting carriage of  inflammable
material through rail, creating
awareness through distribution
of  leaflets, pamphlets, pasting of
stickers; conducting street plays,
announcement through public ad-
dress system at stations, and ad-
vertisement in print, electronic
and social media.

The directives come after an
initial report on the fire on board
the Delhi-Dehradun Shatabdi
Express found the cause to be a
burning cigarette being thrown
into a toilet dustbin. "In the view
of  incidents of  fire resulting in loss
of  property and danger to life in
various zonal railways, out of
which few incidents appeared to
have been caused by smoking on-
board or transportation of  in-
flammable material by the train.
"To curb such incidents, Indian
Railways launched a massive drive
against smoking and carriage of
inflammable material through
Railways. The above drive has
been launched from March 22
(Monday)," the Railways said.

That's the
difference
between the

RSS/BJP and the
CPI-M. We are not
worried about the
social status or any
such things about a person seeking
a job. We are for all and want to
help all

RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 23: The gov-
ernment has been granted time till
April 9 by Lok Sabha and July 9 by
Rajya Sabha to frame rules under
the citizenship law.

Union Minister of  State for Home
Nityanand Rai said in Lok Sabha that
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2019 (CAA) was notified December
12, 2019 and came into force from
January 10, 2020. The Committees
on Subordinate Legislation, Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha have granted
time up to April 9 and July 9 re-
spectively to frame these rules, he
said in a written reply.

Rai said the foreigners covered
under this CAA may submit ap-
plications for grant of  Indian citi-
zenship after appropriate rules are
notified by the central government.

Rules are mandatory for the im-
plementation of  any new or
amended law and normally framed
within six months of  its enactment.

The objective of  the CAA is to
grant Indian citizenship to perse-
cuted minorities -- Hindu, Sikh,
Jain, Buddhist, Parsi and Christian

-- from Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan. Those from these com-
munities who had come to India
till December 31, 2014, facing reli-
gious persecution in their respec-
tive countries, will not be treated as
illegal immigrants but given Indian
citizenship.

Time to frame CAA rules extended by Parl
CAA will be implemented
‘in time’, says Nadda  
GUWAHATI: BJP President J P Nadda
oTuesday asserted that the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA)
has been passed by the Parliament
and will be implemented "in time".
Nadda after releasing the party's
manifesto for the Assam elections
said that the law, (which does not
find a mention in the manifesto), is a
central legislation and the Congress
claim that they will not allow its
implemenation in the state, if voted
to power, may be either "due to their
ignorance or they are trying to fool
the people of the state".   "I do not
want to comment on the Congress
thinking but their approach is not
only problematic but also dangerous
for the state", he said.

Doc tests covid+ve after
completing vax course
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow,  March 23:   A
Lucknow-based doctor has be-
come the first person in Uttar
Pradesh to test positive for Covid
even after completing the two-
dose course of  the vaccine.

Nitin Mishra, emergency med-
ical officer at the Civil hospital,
had been vaccinated with
Covaxin February 15 and then
March 16. However, he devel-
oped a severe cough along with
mild fever March 18 and got him-
self  tested March 20.

The report Sunday revealed
he was Covid19 positive and
has isolated himself  at home be-
cause he has only mild symp-
toms and regularly monitors
his blood pressure and blood
oxygen levels.

Subhash Chandra Sundariyal,
director, Civil hospital, said that,
"We are also in touch with him
and in case, symptoms aggra-
vate, he will be hospitalised. The
entire hospital has been sani-
tized and services are continu-
ing as usual."

Meanwhile, director general

of  medical health, D.S. Negi con-
firmed that Nitin Mishra's case
is the first recorded instance
where a person has been found
to have contracted Covid-19 and
turned symptomatic after com-
pletion of  the two-dose course of
Covaxin. 

Covaxin has been indigenously
developed in India by Hyderabad-
based Bharat Biotech in collab-
oration with the Indian Council
of  Medical Research (ICMR).

Negi said "Data shows that
the efficacy of  Covaxin is about
80-90 per cent. The vaccine does
not act as a shield against in-
fection, but protects a person
from falling critically ill, hence
people should go for the vac-
cine, if  they are medically eli-
gible, without any hesitation."

Prof  Amita Jain, head of  the
microbiology department in
King George's Medical University,
said "It takes a few weeks, even
after completion of  the vacci-
nation course, to build full im-
munity against the disease.
During this period, a person
may get infected and develop
symptoms."

SOMNATH BHARTI
JAILED FOR 2 YEARS 
New Delhi: A Delhi Court Tuesday
upheld the conviction of Aam
Aadmi Party (AP) MLA Somnath
Bharti relating to the assault of All
India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) security staff in 2016.
On January 23, Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Ravindra
Kumar Pandey had sentenced
Bharti to two years of
imprisonment and imposed a fine
of `1 lakh in the case. Five days
later, on the appeal filed by Bharti,
Special Judge Vikas Dhull had
stayed the magistrate court's
order. In an order Tuesday, the
court upheld the order dated
January 23 and sent him to jail for
offences such as rioting, unlawful
assembly under the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) along with mischief
causing damage to public property
under Prevention of Damage to
Public Property (PDPP) Act.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 23: Maharashtra,
Punjab and Gujarat are turning
out to be a major cause of  worry as
the three states are recording the
highest daily new coronavirus cases.

India recorded 40,715 infections
in the last 24 hours, 13 per cent
lower than a day before, taking the
total tally to 1,16,86,796 on Tuesday.

According to the data of  the
Health Ministry, six states --
Maharashtra, Punjab, Gujarat,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu together account for 80.90
per cent of  the new cases.

Maharashtra continues to re-
port the highest daily new cases at

24,645 (60.53 per cent). It is followed
by Punjab with 2,299 while Gujarat
reported 1,640 new cases.

The Ministry also listed out 10
states which are recording an up-
ward trajectory,  including
Maharashtra, Punjab, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, Tamil
Nadu, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Haryana and Rajasthan.

India's total active caseload is
rising after touching its lowest
mark in mid-February. It stands at

3.45 lakh (3,45,377) today. A net in-
cline of  10,731 cases recorded from
the total active caseload in the last
24 hours. The home ministry said
based on the positive cases and

tracking of  their contacts, con-
tainment zones shall be carefully de-
marcated by the district authorities
at the micro level taking into con-
sideration the guidelines prescribed

by the Union Health Ministry.
The states and union territories

where the proportion of  RT-PCR
tests is less should rapidly increase
it to reach the prescribed level of  70
per cent or more of  total tests. Three
states, Maharashtra, Kerala and
Punjab, account for 75.15 per cent
of  total active cases in the coun-
try. Maharashtra alone accounts
for 62.71 per cent of  the total ac-
tive cases in the country.

The doubling time has decreased
from 504.4 on March 1, to 202.3 on
March 23. Last year at the time the
lockdown was imposed on March
25, the doubling rate of  Covid-19
cases was 3.4 days.

India's cumulative recoveries
stand at 1,11,81,253 on Monday. The
national recovery rate is 95.67 per
cent. About 29,785 recoveries were
registered in the last 24 hours. One
hundred and ninety-nine deaths
were reported in the last 24 hours.

Six states account for 80.4 per
cent of  the daily deaths. Maharashtra
and Punjab each reported 58 casu-
alties. Kerala and Chhattisgarh fol-
low with 12 deaths each.

Besides this, India recorded the
highest single-day vaccination.
More than 32.53 lakh doses were
given in the last 24 hours.

Maha, Punjab, Guj major cause of worry

COVID RESURGE

Representative image
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international
Your efforts will bring in,
of course, value to your

companies, money for your
shareholders, benefits for your
customers, jobs for the people and
in a much larger plane, strategic
strength to our two nations
TARANJIT SINGH SANDHU | INDIA’S AMBASSADOR
TO THE US

Staring from March 29, the UK will
impose a 5,000 pound fine on anyone
from England travelling abroad
without a valid reason, such as a
medical emergency, as part of the
government's new Covid-19 laws

UK RESTRICTS
FOREIGN TRAVELS
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The world has
witnessed
horrific deadly

attacks, verbal and
physical
harassment,
bullying in schools,
workplace discrimination,
incitement to hatred in the media
and on social media platforms, and
incendiary language by those in
positions of power

FARHAN HAQ | UN DEPUTY SPOKESMAN

of the
day uote 

It’s because of
every person
in this country

that lives have been
saved, our NHS was
protected, and we
have started on our
cautious road to easing restrictions
once and for all

BORIS JOHNSON | PRIME MINISTER OF THE UK

The recovery
is far from
complete, so,

at the Fed, we will
continue to provide
the economy the
support it needs for
as long as it takes

JEROME POWELL | US FEDERAL

RESERVE CHAIRMAN

3 military 
pilots killed
Moscow: Three members of a
Russian warplane crew died
Tuesday when their ejection
seats accidentally activated
during preflight checks, the
military said. The Russian
Defense Ministry said that
the incident happened
Tuesday at a military airbase
in the Kaluga region, about
145 kilometers southwest of
Moscow. It said the crew of a
Tu-22M3 long-range bomber
was preparing for a training
mission when its ejection
system malfunctioned and
accidentally bailed the 
crew out.

Road mishap
claims 14
Tehran: A road accident in
southeastern Iran Tuesday
killed at least 14 people,
including eight children, an
Iranian semi-official news
agency reported. There were
no details as to what caused
the accident. The crash
involved three cars, the
report said, and also left 11
people injured. The accident
comes as Iran is celebrating
the Persian New Year, or
Nowruz, which began
Saturday. Many Iranians are
traveling during the holidays
despite warnings by health
officials over the pandemic. 

Environmentalist
gunned down
Teguchigalpa: An indigenous
environmental activist has
been killed in Honduras,
according to police and
media reports. Carlos Cerros,
a representative of the
indigenous Lenca people,
was shot dead in the street
near the city of San Antonio
in Cortes department in the
north-west of the country;
dpa news agency quoted the
La Prensa news paper as
saying. The 41-year-old was
reportedly gunned down
Monday night in front of his
children. 

Avalanche claims
2 in Afghanistan
Kabul: Two people were killed
and two others injured as an
avalanche swept away a
house in Afghanistan’s
Badakhshan province
Tuesday, an official has
confirmed. The incident took
place early morning in the
Sangich village of the
mountainous Shakai district,
killing a father and a son and
injuring two others from the
same family, the official said.
Badakhshan and the
neighbouring Takhar, Kunduz
and Baghlan provinces have
witnessed rains and snow
over the past couple of days.

SHORT TAKES

A woman stretches on the Edge at Hudson Yards as the sun rises over Manhattan on spring equinox, in the Manhattan
borough of New York City REUTERS

EASY EQUINOXLanka faces UN scrutiny
over civil war crimes
REUTERS

Geneva/ New Delhi, March 23:UN
human rights boss Michelle Bachelet
received a mandate Tuesday to col-
lect evidence of  crimes during Sri
Lanka’s long civil war, which ended
2009 with the defeat of  the sepa-
ratist Tamil Tigers and an upsurge
of  civilian deaths.

The United Nations
believes 80,000-100,000
people died in the 26-
year conflict, in which
the rebels sought to
carve out a separate state
for the Tamil minority.

It has accused both
sides of  war crimes.

In the final months,
the army pinned the
Tigers into a tiny strip of
northeastern coast in a
ferocious offensive, where
the government says the
rebels kept thousands of
civilians as human shields,
exacerbating the death toll.

“It is hugely significant for vic-
tims,” said Yasmin Sooka, a rights
lawyer involved in a civil prosecu-
tion against Sri Lanka’s current
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa for
alleged war crimes, after the UN
Human Right Council resolution.

“It really is a recognition that at
the domestic level, processes have
failed and there is no real hope that
victims will access justice,” she

told Reuters.
The Geneva-based rights
council adopted a resolution,
spearheaded by Britain, giv-
ing Bachelet’s office new

staff, powers and a $2.8
million budget to look at
Sri Lanka’s war, with a
view to future prose-
cutions.

The vote was 22 in
favour, with 11 against

including China and
Pakistan, and 14 abstentions

including neighbouring India.
At a press conference in Sri

Lanka’s capital Colombo, Foreign
Minister Dinesh Gunewardena said
the resolution lacked authority as
more nations voted against or ab-
stained than in favour.

“The resolution was brought by

countries supported by Western
powers that want to dominate the
Global South,” he said.

India urges SL to
fulfill commitments

India, which abstained during the
vote on a strong resolution

against Sri Lanka's human rights
practices at the UNHRC, Tuesday
urged Colombo to fulfill its
commitments on the devolution of
political authority, to carry forward
the process of reconciliation and
address the aspirations of the Tamil
community in the island nation. The
resolution titled ‘Promotion of
Reconciliation Accountability and
Human Rights in Sri Lanka' was
adopted by the UN Human Rights
Council (UNHRC) after 22 members
out of 47-member Council voted in
favour of it. Eleven members voted
against the resolution tabled by the
Core Group on Sri Lanka consisting
of countries like the United
Kingdom, Canada and Germany.
India was among 14 countries
which abstained from voting.
Ahead of the voting, India said that
as an immediate neighbour, it has
contributed to the relief,
resettlement, rehabilitation and
reconstruction process in Sri Lanka
after 2009.

137 dead in Niger
village attacks
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Niamey (Niger), March 23:
Gunmen aboard motorcycles have
attacked a series of  villages near
Niger’s troubled border with
Mali, leaving at least 137 people
dead in the deadliest violence to
strike the African country in re-
cent memory, the government
has announced.

The latest village massacres
come amid a dangerous escala-
tion in attacks following the
election of  Niger’s new presi-
dent, Mohamed Bazoum, sev-
eral weeks ago.

Gover nment  spokesman
Abdourahmane Zakaria con-
firmed on Monday the latest
killings took place Sunday, the
same day Niger’s Constitutional
Court officially declared Bazoum
as the winner of  February’s elec-
tion. He is due to take office April
2 amid a rapidly deteriorating
situation in Niger, long desta-
bilised by the Islamic insurgency
in neighbouring Mali.

In January, at least 100 people
were killed in the western villages
of  Tchombangou and
Zaroumdareye, the same day that
Niger announced the presiden-
tial election would go to a second
round February 21. Another wave
of  attacks less than a week ago
killed at least 66 others.

There have been no claims of
responsibility for the recent at-
tacks on villages in Niger, al-
though Islamic extremists rarely
say they are behind violence
when they kill civilians.

HASINA ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT

14 ISLAMIC MILITANTS
GIVEN DEATH SENTENCE
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, March 23: Fourteen
Islamist militants were Tuesday
given death sentence by a
Bangladeshi court here for at-
tempting to kill Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in 2000.

Judge Abu Zafar Md
Kamruzzaman of  Dhaka’s Speedy
Trial tribunal-1 pronounced the
verdict as nine of  them were brought
to the court from jail to face the
trial in person.

The rest five convicts are on the
run. They were tried in absentia and
defended by state-appointed lawyers.

The verdict will be executed by
a firing squad to set an example, un-
less the law barred it, the judge
said.

Otherwise, the convicts could be
hanged in line with the prevailing
practice, following mandatory re-
view of  the death sentences by the
High Court Division of  the Supreme
Court under the Bangladesh law, the

judge said.
Under the Bangladesh law, the

death sentences would require to be
endorsed by the High Court fol-
lowing an automatic death reference
hearing. The convicts are allowed
to file an appeal as well.

For the five convicts who are at
large, the judge ordered the ver-
dict to be executed after their arrest
or surrender.

All the convicts are operatives of
outlawed Harkatul  Jihad

Bangladesh (HuJI-B).
HuJI-B’s chief  Mufti Abdul

Hannan, who was found to be the
mastermind of  the plot, too was
indicted in the case but his name
was dropped from the trial as he was
executed 2017 in another case in-
volving attempted assassination
of  the then Bangladeshi-origin
British High Commissioner.

The convicts had hatched the
plot to kill Hasina by planting a
high-powered 76 kilogram bomb
near a ground in her constituency
in Kotalipara area in southwest-
ern Gopalganj district where she
was supposed to address an election
rally July 2000.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Moscow, March 23: The four
cosmonauts shortlisted for
Gaganyaan, India’s first
manned space mission, have
completed their training in
Russia, according to an offi-
cial Russian statement here
Tuesday.

The Rs 10,000 crore ambi-
tious project is expected to be
launched 2022, the year of
the 75th anniversary of
India’s Independence.

The Four Indian Air Force
fighter pilots are likely to be
potential candidates for the
Gaganyaan project.

Dmitry Rogozin, General

Director  of  the  State
Corporation Roscosmos,
Thursday held a meeting with

Indian cosmonaut candidates
who successfully completed
general space training, the

agency said in a statement.
The meeting was also at-

tended by the Ambassador
of  India to Russia,  D B
Venkatesh Varma and rep-
resentatives of  subsidiaries
of  the State Corporation
Roscosmos, who took part in
the training of  Indian can-
didates for astronauts.

The contract for the train-
ing of  Indian candidates for
space flight between the
Glavkosmos company (part of
the  Roscosmos State
Corporation) and the Manned
Space Flight Center of  the
Indian Space Research
Organisation was signed June
27, 2019.

Cosmonaut  Training
Center named after Yuri
Gagarin February 10, 2020
began the planned training of
Indian cosmonaut candidates.

The training was paused in
the end of  March due to the
outbreak of  COVID-19 infec-
tion. It was later resumed
May.

The entire process of
preparation and training in-
cluded a number of  elements
necessary for future cosmo-
nauts, such as medical and
physical training, studying
the Russian language, study-
ing the design, layout and
systems of  the Soyuz trans-
port manned spacecraft.

Indian cosmonauts complete training in Russia 
THE 

AMBITIOUS
PROJECT IS

EXPECTED TO
BE LAUNCHED

2022, THE 
YEAR OF 

THE 75TH
ANNIVERSARY

OF INDIA’S
INDEPENDENCE

GAGANYAAN MISSION

Colorado shooting
leaves 10 dead
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Boulder, March 23: A shooting
at a crowded Colorado super-
market that killed 10 people, in-
cluding the first police officer to
arrive, sent terrorized shoppers and
workers scrambling for safety and
stunned a state that has grieved sev-
eral mass killings. A lone suspect
was in custody, authorities said.

Hundreds of  police officers from
throughout the Denver metro-
politan area responded to the
Monday afternoon attack, con-
verging on a King Soopers su-
permarket in a busy shopping
plaza in southern Boulder.

SWAT officers carrying ballis-
tic shields slowly approached the
store as others quickly escorted
frightened people away from the
building, some of  its windows
shattered. Customers and em-
ployees fled through a back load-
ing dock to safety. Others took
refuge in nearby shops.

One suspect was in custody, a
tearful Boulder Police Chief  Maris
Herold said late  Monday.
Authorities didn't identify the sus-
pect, though Boulder County
District  Attor ney Michael
Dougherty said the suspect was the
only person injured and was re-
ceiving medical care. 

Officers had escorted a shirt-
less man in handcuffs, blood run-
ning down his leg, from the store
during the siege. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, March 23:The Biden
administration has urged a fed-
eral court in Los Angeles to certify
India’s request to extradite fugi-
tive Pakistani-origin Canadian
businessman Tahawwur Rana,
sought for his involvement in the
2008 Mumbai terror attack, saying
he meets all the criteria required
for the handover.

US District Court Judge in Los
Angeles Jacqueline Chooljian has
scheduled the extradition hearing
for April 22.

Assistant US Attorney John J
Lulejian, in his submission before
a federal US court in Los Angeles,
California, said Rana, 59, meets all
the criteria to be extradited to India
for his trial in the Mumbai terror-
ist attack. February 4, Rana’s at-
torney had opposed his extradition.

The United States respectfully re-
quests that following the April 22,
2021, extradition hearing, the Court
certify India’s request for Rana’s ex-
tradition for the Secretary of  State’s
surrender decision, Lulejian said
in his 61-page court submission
Monday.

Rana, a childhood friend of

David Coleman Headley, was re-ar-
rested June 10 in Los Angeles on
an extradition request by India
for his involvement in the Mumbai
terror attack in which 166 people,
including six Americans, were
killed. He has been declared a fugi-
tive by India.

Fugitive Tahawwur Hussain
Rana is wanted in India to stand
trial for offences related to his
role in the 2008 terrorist attacks in
Mumbai, India, that resulted in
the death of  166 people, injury of
239 people, and the damage to prop-
erty in excess of  USD 1.5 billion,
Lulejian said.

As per the India-US Extradition
Treaty, the Indian government has
requested the formal extradition
of  Rana, and the United States has
initiated the extradition proceeding.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, March 23:AstraZeneca’s
release Monday of  encouraging
data about its coronavirus vaccine
from its US trial raised hopes that
the drug company could bury
doubts about the shot and put a
troubled rollout behind it. 

But hours later, US officials is-
sued an unusual statement ex-
pressing concerns the company
had included “outdated informa-
tion” from its study and that it may
have provided “an incomplete view
of  the efficacy data.” 

A company spokesman said
Tuesday it was “looking into it.” 

Even before this latest stumble,
AstraZeneca had made missteps

in reporting data and faced a blood
clot scare. Health officials worried
that those past issues could cause
lasting harm to the shot that is key
to global efforts to stop the pan-
demic and undermine vaccine con-
fidence more broadly. 

“The way they handled their
data early on, AstraZeneca basi-
cally shot themselves in the foot,”
Julian Tang, a virologist at the
University of  Leicester, said even
before the latest issue arose. 

“Even though the new study con-
firms what we previously thought
about the vaccine’s efficacy, people
may have lingering doubts,” he
said. “Unfortunately, that might
mean more people will die of
COVID.” Britain was the first to
authorize the vaccine in December,
based on partial results from the UK,
Brazil and South Africa. 

Reputation of Astra
marred by missteps

Biden admin bats for
Rana’s extradition

Fugitive Tahawwur
Hussain Rana is wanted
in India to stand trial for
offences related to his
role in the 2008 terrorist
attacks in Mumbai

Hours after the US trial’s
positive reports, officials

issued an unusual statement
expressing concerns the
company had included 
“outdated information”

The United Nations believes 80,000-100,000 people died in the 26-year conflict, in
which the rebels sought to carve out a separate state for the Tamil minority

The rest five convicts 
are on the run. All the
convicts are operatives
of outlawed Harkatul
Jihad Bangladesh
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This is the time for business
leaders to take the
opportunity to access to
different skills and talent not
previously available to them
KARIN KIMBROUGH | CHIEF ECONOMIST,
LINKEDIN

Microsoft Corp is in talks to
buy messaging platform
Discord Inc for more than $10
billion, Bloomberg News
reported, citing people
familiar with the matter

MICROSOFT IN TALKS 
TO ACQUIRE DISCORD 
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Old vehicle
will be
scrapped and

once the customer
will buy a new
vehicle, both Central
government and the
state governments will get
revenues to the tune of `30,000
crore to `40,000 crore

NITIN GADKARI | UNION TRANSPORT

MINISTER

of the
day uote 

V-shaped
recovery is
being seen as

the third quarter
GDP numbers are
positive and trade is
getting better

ANURAG THAKUR | MOS FINANCE

So far, loans
of `1,35,497
crore have

been sanctioned
and `46,321 crore
have been released
to states/ DISCOMs
by REC and PFC

RK SINGH | UNION POWER MINISTER

GST collections
top `1 lakh cr
New Delhi: Increased
economic activities have
resulted in higher GST
collection which stood
above `1 lakh crore for five
months in a row since
October 2020, Minister of
State for Finance and
Corporate Affairs Anurag
Thakur said in the Rajya
Sabha Tuesday. Thakur,
during Question Hour, said
this could be possible on
the back of the measures
taken by the government to
boost economic activities
over the last year to deal
with the COVID-19
pandemic. “GST collection
has increased. If you see e-
way bill data, numbers...
Activities have increased,”
the minister said.

Sensex shed
major gains 
Mumbai: The Indian equity
indices shed major gains
made during the initial trade
Tuesday, with the BSE Sensex
trading below the 50,000-
mark. It rose above the
landmark level to touch an
intraday high of 50,115.24
points. Around 10.40 a.m.,
Sensex was trading at
49,934.57, higher by 163.28
points or 0.33 per cent from
its previous close of
49,771.29. It opened at
49,876.21 and has touched an
intraday low of 49,779.89
points. The Nifty50 on the
National Stock Exchange was
trading at 14,774.10, higher
by 37.70 points or 0.26 per
cent from its previous close.

UK jobless rate
drops to 5.0%
London: Britain’s jobless rate
unexpectedly fell to 5.0% in
the three months to January,
when the country entered a
new COVID lockdown, official
figures showed Tuesday,
below forecasts of a rise to
5.2% in a Reuters poll.
Separate official data based
on tax records showed an
increase of 68,000 in the
number of employees on
business payrolls in February
from January, though the
total is 693,000 lower than a
year earlier before the start
of the pandemic. 

Swiggy opens
Health Hub 
Chennai: Food ordering
platform Swiggy has launched
Health Hub in the city aimed
at making eating of healthy
food convenient to the public,
the company said Tuesday.
The Health Hub in Chennai
would offer over 9,000 healthy
dishes from 700 restaurants
across the city and nutritional
information on the macro
nutrients like protein,
carbohydrates, fats and fibre
would be listed for each dish. 

SHORT TAKES

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 23: The CEOs
of  the world’s most influential com-
panies are planning what the ‘new
reality’ will look like post-pandemic.
The 2021 KPMG CEO Outlook Pulse
Survey finds that almost half  (45 per
cent) of  global executives do not
expect to see a return to a ‘normal’
course of  business until sometime
in 2022, as opposed to nearly one-
third (31 per cent) who anticipate this
will happen later this year.

As the changes prompted by the
pandemic have resulted in one-
quarter (24 per cent) of  CEOs say-
ing that their business model has
been changed forever by the 
global pandemic.

The study conducted by KPMG

in February and March of  this year
asked 500 global CEOs about their
response to the pandemic and the
outlook over a 3-year horizon. A
majority (55 per cent) of  CEOs are
concerned about employees’ access
to a COVID-19 vaccine, which is in-
fluencing their outlook of  when
employees will return to the work-
place. A significant majority (90 per
cent) of  CEOs are considering
asking employees to report when
they have been vaccinated, which
may help organisations consider
measures to protect their work-
force. However, one-third (34 per
cent) of  global executives are wor-
ried about misinformation on
COVID-19 vaccine safety and the
potential this may have on em-
ployees choosing not to have it

administered.
Bill Thomas, Global Chairman &

CEO, KPMG, said: “Before any
major decisions are made, CEOs
want to be confident that their work-
force is protected against this virus.
The COVID-19 vaccine rollout is
providing leaders with a dose of
optimism as they prepare for a new

reality. CEOs are scenario planning
for difference across certain key
markets that could impact their op-
erations, supply chains and peo-
ple, leading to uneven economic re-
covery. “Our research shows that
some executives have taken strong
measures during the crisis to trans-
form their operating model and

ways of  working, accelerating the
rollout of  key transformational
projects, some by choice, while some
out of  necessity. The pandemic has
also been a catalyst for CEOs to
evaluate the role their companies
play in society. Many have given
voice to issues they may not have
previously commented on publicly
- from tackling climate change to sup-
porting the diverse communities
they operate in - and we need to
keep hearing those voices. There is
much more to be done.”

The survey has brought out key
insights into how global CEOs are
thinking during the continued run
of  the pandemic. Nine out of  10
leaders globally (90 per cent) in-
tend to ask their employees to report
when they have been vaccinated

in order to protect the wider work-
force. In India, 94 per cent CEOs
intend to do so.

Similarly, majority of  CEOs glob-
ally will wait for more than 50 per
cent of  population to be vaccinated
before returning to the office. In
India, this number stood at 76 per
cent. Also, 66 per cent CEOs in India
as opposed to 74 per cent CEOs glob-
ally felt the pandemic has acceler-
ated the digitisation of  operations
and creation of  next-generation
models.

About three-quarters (76 per cent)
of  CEOs globally see government
encouragement for businesses to
return to 'normal' as the prompt
for businesses to ask staff  to re-
turn to the workplace. In India, this
number stands at 86 per cent.

CEOs don’t expect to see a return to ‘normal’ until 2022
KPMG CEO Outlook Pulse Survey has brought out key insights into how global CEOs are thinking during the continued run of the pandemic

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 23: The gov-
ernment Tuesday raised the de-
posit threshold limit to `5 lakh
per annum in provident fund for
which interest would continue to
be tax exempt.

This would be applicable to those
cases where no contribution is
made by employers to the retire-
ment fund.

In her Budget presented to
Parliament February 1, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had
provided that interest on employee
contributions to provident fund
over ̀ 2.5 lakh per annum would be
taxed from April 1, 2021.

Replying to the debate on the
Finance Bill 2021 in the Lok Sabha,
Sitharaman made the announce-
ment regarding raising the limit
to `5 lakh in cases where employ-
ers do not make contributions to
the provident fund.

The Finance Bill, which gives ef-
fect to tax proposals for 2021-22,
was approved by voice vote.

The Bill was passed after ac-
ceptance of  127 amendments to
the proposed legislation.

The minister also stressed that
tax on interest on provident fund

contribution affects only 1 per cent
of  the contributors and the re-
maining are not impacted as their
contribution is less than ̀ 2.5 lakh
per annum.

Referring to the issues raised
by various members on higher
taxes on motor fuel, Sitharaman
said she would love to discuss the
issue of  bringing petrol and diesel
under GST in the next GST 
Council meeting.

She also sought to remind mem-
bers that it was not just the Centre

which taxes motor fuel and states
too impose levies.

The Finance Minister also said
rationalisation of  customs duty
structure will be undertaken to
help domestic businesses, espe-
cially the MSME segment.

On taxes, she emphasised on
the need for widening the tax base.
With regards to the equalisation
levy, she said this is meant to pro-
vide a level playing field to do-
mestic businesses which pay 
taxes in India.

Govt raises PF threshold limit to
`5L for earning tax-free interest

This would be applicable to
those cases where no

contribution is made by
employers to the retirement fund

Sitharaman said she would love to
discuss the issue of bringing petrol
and diesel under GST in the next
GST Council meeting

AGENCIES

Mumbai, March 23: The Reserve
Bank of  India (RBI) has set up a
standing external advisory com-
mittee (SEAC) headed by former
de puty gover nor Shyamala
Gopinath to evaluate on-tap ap-
plications for universal and small
finance banks. 

Although the guidelines for on-
tap licensing were announced in
2016, the central bank had said that
the applications would need to be
scrutinised by a standing com-
mittee, which has been appointed
only now. Changes to the 2016 guide-
lines were proposed by an internal
group that had said that non-bank-
ing finance companies (NBFCs)
floated by corporates could be given
licences. With the SEAC in place,
the RBI appears to be sending out
a message that it is finally ready to
look at new applications.

Besides the chairperson, the
other four members are RBI cen-
tral board director Revathy Iyer,
NPCI chairman B Mahapatra,
Canara Bank’s former chairman TN
Manoharan, and SBI’s former MD
& PFRDA’s former chairman
Hemant Contractor. 

While announcing the guide-
lines for ‘on-tap licensing of  uni-

versal banks’ in 2016, the RBI had
indicated that applications will be
initially screened by the central
bank to ensure ‘prima facie eligi-
bility of  the applicants’. It was also
stated that an SEAC will evaluate
the applications thereafter and that
the constitution of  this commit-
tee will be announced by the RBI. 

The constitution of  an SEAC was
also mentioned in the RBI guidelines
for ‘on-tap licensing of  small fi-
nance banks’. There has been fresh
debate over the issue of  new li-
cences after the RBI’s internal work-
ing group reviewing the corporate
structure of  private banks said that
NBFCs owned by corporates should
be allowed to set up banks. 

However, former central bankers
pointed out that there has been a
harmonisation of  guidelines for
banks and large NBFCs. This meant
that large NBFCs are going to be
more intensely regulated. Since
the on-tap guidelines were an-
nounced, only one entity – UAE
Exchange – had shown interest in
applying for a bank licence. 

Since then the group promoted
by UAE entrepreneur BR Shetty has
fallen in troubled times. Around a
decade ago, when the RBI invited
applications for bank licences,
there were 24 applicants.

RBI sets up panel
for issuing new
bank licences

Although the guidelines for on-tap licensing
were announced in 2016, the central bank had

said that the applications would need to be
scrutinised by a standing committee

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 23: Banking
consumers may face difficulties in
getting services from March 27 to
April 4 as all banks in the country
will largely stay closed or offer
curtailed services as the institu-
tions switch to  the new 
financial year.

All banks will stay closed for
three consecutive days from March
27 (4th Saturday), March 28
(Sunday) and March 29 (Holi).

Further, customer-facing serv-
ices at bank branches will remain
closed March 31 and April 1 as
banks close their books for FY21.
April 2 would be a holiday on ac-
count of  Good Friday and being a
Sunday, services will be shut on
April 4. Thereby, seven out of  the
nine days till April 4 (Sunday) will
witness no customer related ac-
tivities including withdrawal and
deposits at bank branches.

Curtailed banking
services from 
Mar 27-Apr 4

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 23:After power,
the country's oil sector PSUs would
now float an infrastructure in-
vestment trust (InvIT) as part of  the
asset monetisation exercise an-
nounced by the government and mo-
bilise resources for fresh capital
investment.

As part of  the exercise, gas trans-
portation utility Gail India is ex-
pected to set up the gust InvIT in
the oil sector in the next financial
year. The proposed InvIT will house
some of  the gas pipeline infra-
structure created by the company.

Oil ministry officials said that this
will help Gail to mobilise over
`20,000 crore through this route

that could be helpful in develop-
ing new pipeline infrastructure
that would help the country in de-
veloping a gas based economy.

Two other oil public sector un-
dertakings, HPCL and IndianOil,
may also set up InvIT at a later
stage. While Gail and HPCL will
focus on monetising their pipeline
infrastructure through the in-
vestment trusts, IndianOil pro-
poses to do so in the case of  its hy-
drogen producing units as well as
product pipelines.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 23: Asit
Tripathy, Principal Advisor to
Chief  Minister and Chairman
WODC, Tuesday interacted with
the micro, small, medium and
large scale industries of  Balasore
district under the initiative of
Industry Care.

Tripathy visited the industrial
estates in Balasore and reviewed
the physical infrastructure and
associated facilities there.
Tripathy along with Principal
Secretary Industry Hemant
Sharma, Principal Secretary
MSME Satyabrata Sahu, MD IPI-
COL Nitin Bhanudas Jawale and
Balasore Collector K Sudarshan
Chakravarthy met the indus-
trialists and entrepreneurs from
B a l a s o re,  B h a d r a k ,  a n d
Mayurbhanj at the Business Park
of  North Odisha Chamber of
C o m m e rc e  a n d  I n d u s t r y
(NOOCI), Balasore. 

Around 150 industries and com-
panies including GAIL, Highland
Agro, Falcon Marine exports,
Everest Industries, Emami Paper
Limited and IOCL among others
attended the meeting and partic-
ipated in the deliberations. The
participants raised issues related
to land, use of  groundwater, li-
cense renewal, approach road and
water supply.  Tripathy said, “The
main objective of  the Industry
Care Initiative is to strengthen
industrial growth in each district
through close engagement with
the entrepreneur community, cre-
ating awareness about the facili-
tating policies, business reforms
and support mechanism of  gov-
ernment for promotion and facil-
itation of  the industries”. He also
said that the issues and concerns
of  the entrepreneurs would be ad-
dressed on high priority basis. 

BIZ BUZZ
Nissan India to increase
vehicle prices 
New Delhi: Nissan India has announced a price
hike across all available models for Nissan and
Datsun, effective from April 1. “There has been
continuous escalation in auto component
prices, and we have tried to absorb this
escalation over the last few months. We are
now constrained to increase our prices across
all Nissan & Datsun models, the increase varies
from variant to variant, while still offering the
best value proposition to its discerning Indian
customers.” said Rakesh Srivastava, Managing
Director, Nissan Motor India Pvt Ltd. The all-
new Nissan Magnite is currently available for
bookings across all Nissan India dealerships
and on its website, at `11,000 with a complete
digital experience that awaits each customer to
ease their buying process. It is available in 20
grade line-ups and over 36 combinations; each
grade walk is carefully curated to meet the
aspirations of the discerning Indian customers.

E-SUV Jaguar I-PACE 
launched in India 
Mumbai: Jaguar Land Rover
India Tuesday announced the
launch of the all-electric Jaguar
I-PACE in India with a starting
price of `105.9 lakh (ex-
showroom India). The Jaguar 
I-PACE is powered by a 90 kWh battery that delivers 294
kW power and 696 Nm torque, allowing the I-PACE to
accelerate from 0-100 km/h in just 4.8 seconds. Rohit
Suri, President & Managing Director, Jaguar Land Rover
India Ltd. (JLRIL) said: “Jaguar I-PACE is the first all-
electric SUV that we've launched in India and it marks
the beginning of our electrification journey. With our
electrified products we look forward to playing a
significant role in India's electrification drive into the
future.” Jaguar has ensured that every step of the
customer journey in owning an electric car is made as
easy as possible. With this in mind, 22 retail outlets
across 19 cities are now EV ready with over 35 EV
chargers installed and more underway.

Oil sector PSUs to set up
InvITs for asset monetisation

Govt to address
entrepreneurs’
issues: Asit Triathy 

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 23: The
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) has amended valua-
tion rule of  perpetual bonds.
According to a circular issued, Sebi
said the deemed residual maturity
of  Basel III additional tier-1 (AT-1)
bonds would be 10 years until March
31, 2022.

The development comes after
the market regulator March 10 had
stated that the maturity of  all per-
petual bonds shall be treated as 100
years from the date of  their is-
suance for the purposes of  valua-
tion. “Further, if  the issuer does not
exercise call option for any ISIN
then the valuation and calculation
of  Macaulay Duration shall be done
considering maturity of  100 years

from the date of  issuance for AT-1
Bonds and Contractual Maturity for
Tier 2 bonds, for all ISINs of  the is-
suer,” the circular said.

The circular mentioned that in
the financial year ending March
2022, the AT-1 bonds will be valued
at 10 years or the call date men-
tioned in the bond. From April to
September 2022, it will be valid at
20 years and from October 2022 to
March 2023; it will have a life span
of  30 years. From April 2023 on-
wards, the residual maturity of
AT-1 bonds will be 100 years from
the date of  issuance of  the bond.

“Based on the representation of
the Mutual Fund Industry to con-
sider a glide path for implementa-
tion of  the policy and request of
other stakeholders, it has been de-
cided that the deemed residual ma-
turity for the purpose of  valuation
of  existing as well as new bonds is-
sued under Basel III framework
shall be as below,” it further said.

Sebi eases valuation norms on bonds
On March 10, Sebi had stated that the maturity of all perpetual bonds shall be treated

as 100 years from the date of their issuance for the purposes of valuation

All banks will stay
closed for three 

consecutive days from
March 27 (4th

Saturday), March 28
(Sunday) and March 

29 (Holi)
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pune, March 23: Krunal Pandya (58
n o, 31b, 7x4, 2x6; 1/59) and Prasidh
Krishna (4/54) pulled off  sensational
performances on their debut which
helped India win the first ODI by 66
runs against England here, Tuesday.
With this, the hosts are now one-up
in the three-match series.

Krunal smashed the fastest fifty
by an ODI debutant and broke down
remembering his father who died
in January this year after suffering
a heart attack. The 30-year-old
Krunal was handed the India cap
by his younger brother and star
all-rounder Hardik. 

He reached the half  century mark
in just 26 balls, overtaking John
Morris (35 balls) of  New Zealand.
Krunal broke down while being in-
terviewed by the host broadcaster. 

“This one is for my father,” was
all that Krunal could tell com-
mentator Murali Kartik when asked

about his unbeaten knock before
being overwhelmed by emotions. He
was enveloped by Hardik in a tight
hug soon after.

Krishna, despite being too ex-
pensive in his first three overs,
came back strongly and finished
with 4/54 in a spell where he bagged
the crucial scalps of  Jason Roy (46,
35b, 7x4, 1x6), Ben Stokes (1), Sam
Billings (18) and the final English
wicket of  Tom Curran (11) to wrap
up the match for India.

Chasing a competitive 318, open-
ers Roy and Jonny Bairstow (94,
66b, 6x4, 7x6) gave England a flying
start as they added 135 runs before
Krishna broke the stand dismissing
Roy in the 15th over. In his next
over, Krishna got rid of  Stokes.

England were reduced to 176/5 in
the 25th over after Shardul Thakur
(3/37) struck thrice in two overs. The
visitors then kept on losing wick-
ets at regular intervals and they
were eventually bowled out for 251

in 42.1 overs. Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(2/30) was as usual impressive with
his economical nine-over spell.

Earlier, Shikhar Dhawan deliv-
ered under pressure with a solid 98
(106b, 11x4, 2x6) before half  cen-
turies by skipper Virat Kohli (56, 60b,
6x4), KL Rahul (62 n o, 43b, 4x4, 4x6)
and Krunal fired India to 317/5.

Dhawan and Kohli shared 105
runs for the second wicket, but it was
the 57-ball 112-run unbeaten stand
between Rahul and Krunal that

sent England on a leather hunt.
Put into bat here, Rohit Sharma

(28) and Dhawan shared 64 runs
for the opening wicket. India were
placed at 64/0 after 15 overs. However,
Rohit soon perished, after getting
an outside edge to wicket-keeper
Jos Buttler off  Stokes (3/34).

India lost their way in the middle
overs before Krunal and Rahul went
on the offensive. It was after Dhawan
pulled one straight to Eoin Morgan at
mid-wicket to miss out on a hundred. 

DEBUTANTS’ DAY OUT Ganemat-Angad pair bags gold 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 23: The gold
rush continued for Indian shooters
at the ISSF World Cup here as
Ganemat Sekhon and Angad Vir
Singh Bajwa claimed the skeet
mixed team top honours on the
fifth competition day here, Tuesday.

The 20-year-old Ganemat and 25-
year-old Angad, who had topped the
qualification with a score of  141,
produced another good show to beat
the Kazakh pair of  Olga Panarina
and Alexandr Yechshenko 33-29 in
the gold medal showdown. It was the
only final lined up for the day.

With this, table-topper India’s
gold haul at the ongoing event went
up to seven. The hosts have also
won four silvers and as many bronze
medals for a total of  15 medals so
far in the tournament.

Another Indian pair of  Parinaaz
Dhaliwal and Mairaj Ahmad Khan,
however, missed the bronze medal
by a whisker at the Dr Karni Singh
Shooting Range Tuesday. Qatar’s
Reem A Sharshani and Rashid
Hamad claimed the bronze medal
with a score of  32 against the Indian
team's 31.

The duo had produced a perfect
score in the final four shots even as
19-year-old Dhaliwal crumbled
under pressure and missed a shot
to miss out on a third place finish.

In the gold medal match, the 25-

year-old Angad, World No.62, looked
in fine form as he produced a near-
perfect show, missing just one out
of  his 20 shots even as Ganemat
stumbled six times.

It was a nail-biting showdown
as India and Kazakhstan were level
at 16-16 after the first set of  20 tar-
gets. Ganemat got her act together
in the second half, producing per-
fect next four shots and even though
Angad missed one, Olga and
Alexander both missed two each to
give India a 23-20 lead.

In the final four shots, Angad
once again produced a confident per-
formance and even though Ganemat
missed her last shot, it didn’t mat-

ter as the Kazakhs were guilty of
missing three.

It was the Ganemat’s third medal
in the ongoing tournament, hav-
ing claimed a silver along with
Parinaaz Dhaliwal, Karttiki Singh
Shaktawat in the women’s skeet
final on Monday.

The 20-year-old had won the coun-
try’s first-ever ISSF World Cup
medal in the women’s skeet event
when she bagged a bronze on the
third competition day.

For Angad, it was his second
gold after having claimed the yel-
low metal along with Gurjoat
Khangura and Mairaj Ahmad Khan
in the men’s skeet final Monday.

Para shooter Narwal shatters world record
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Al Ain (UAE),  March 23:
Promising Manish Narwal shat-
tered the world record en route
clinching the gold in the P4 mixed
50m pistol SH1 event on the penul-
timate day of  the 2021 Para Shooting
World Cup here, Tuesday.

This was India’s second gold
medal in the event after Singhraj
claimed the yellow metal in P1
men’s 10m air pistol SH1 event.

Narwal,  the 2019 World
Championship bronze medallist,
overcame a strong field that had
Paralympic and world champions,
including Iranian Sareh Javanmardi
and Ukraine’s Oleksii Denusiuk, to
finish with 229.1 points, enough to

break the previous world record
of  Serbia’s Rastko Jokic (228.6).

The 19-year-old Narwal shot 5.7
points better than Javanmardi who
ended on 223.4 points. The other
Indian in the fray, Singhraj, also a
Worlds medallist, claimed the bronze
with 201.7 points.

In SH1 events, athletes are able

to support their firearm without
assistance. “The way Manish per-
formed today was expected from
him. I was in fact expecting a bet-
ter score from him. Today’s re-
sult will surely boost the entire
team’s confidence and prepara-
tion for the Tokyo Paralympic
Games,” national chief  coach JP
Nautiyal said.

After six days of  competition,
Ukraine continued to lead the
medals tally with four gold, four
silver and one bronze, followed by
the hosts United Arab Emirates
with three gold and a silver and
India with two gold, one silver and
a bronze medal.

A total of  120 athletes from 24 na-
tions are competing in the event.

Krunal, Krishna shine on their debut as India take lead in 3-match
ODI series against England winning the first game by 66 runs

BRIEF SCORES
INDIA 317/5 

(Shikhar Dhawan 98,
KL Rahul 62 n o,

Krunal Pandya 58 n
o, Virat Kohli 56; Ben

Stokes 3/34, Mark
Wood 2/75) beat

ENGLAND 251
(Jonny Bairstow 94,

Jason Roy 46;
Prasidh Krishna

4/54, Shardul Thakur
3/37, Bhuvneshwar

Kumar 2/30) 
by 66 runs.

Prasidh Krishna (2nd from R) celebrates with teammates after taking a wicket 

KRUNAL
PANDYA
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