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(M flags off 7 power
projects worth ¥450cr

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 21: With a
view to providing quality power
supply to consumers, Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik Saturday
virtually inaugurated seven power
infrastructure projects worth 450
crore.

He inaugurated six high-power
grid substations in Rayagada,
Nabarangpur, Kalahandi,
Sambalpur, Keonjhar and Khurda
districts and a 220 kv transmis-
sion line from Bolangir to Kesinga.

Naveen said inauguration of
these projects would benefit the
farmers, students and women in
these districts. MORE P3
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New Delhi, May 21: Under pres-
sure, the government Saturday cut
excise duty on petrol by arecord 38
per litre and that on diesel by %6 per
litre to give relief to consumers
battering under high fuel prices
that has also pushed inflation to a
multi-year high.

The excise duty cut will translate
into a reduction of 9.5 a litre on
petrol and 37 a litre in diesel after
taking into account its impact on
other levies.

Petrol price in Delhi will from

lam makm%Ia list of developmental
works in the country. Shall | add
Pangong bridge to the list?

Sunday cost 795.91 a litre as against
WEATHER %105.41 a litre currently while diesel
} BHUB CTK will cost ¥89.67 a litre as op:
| MAX 376°C 378°C
[T
=MN )7 7° o cut through tweets, Finance
— C 262 Forecast Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said,
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Australlan Prime Minister concedes defeat

Canberra: Australia's Prime Minister conceded defeat

after an election Saturday that could deliver a minority
government. Scott Morrison acted quickly despite
millions of votes yet to be counted because an Australian
prime minister must attend a Tokyo summit Tuesday with
US, Japanese and Indian leaders. “I believe it's very
important that this country has certainty. | think it's very

important this country can move forward,” Morrison said.
Opposition leader Anthony Albanese will be sworn in as the new Prime Minister
after his Labour party clenched its first electoral win since 2007.

duce the price of petrol by 39.5 per
litre and of diesel by 37 per litre. It
will have a revenue implication of
around %1 lakh crore/year for the
government.”

She also said the government will
give 3200 per cylinder subsidy to

- Ujjwala Yojana beneficiar-
posed t0396.67 a litre now. TAMING ies for 12 cylinders in a year
Announcing the duty INFL AT|0N to help ease some of the bur-

den arising from cooking gas

rates rising to record levels.
A 14.2-kg LPG cylinder costs
%1,003 in the national capital.
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana

MORE P10

DU Prof held for ‘Shivling’ remarks gets bail

N2
¥

Petrol at 7102.25 &
diesel 794.86 in state

Bhubaneswar: With the Centre slash-
ing excise duty by 38 per litre on
petrol and %6 per litre on diesel and
the state reducing taxes by ?2.23 and
¥1.36 a litre, the new fuel price from
6am of Sunday in Odisha will be
¥102.25 and Rs 94.86 respectively.
This was estimated by All India
Petroleum Dealers Association here.
“Though the Centre cut the excise
duty by 38 per litre of petrol, the
actual price reduction in Odisha will
be translated into ¥10.23 per litre,”
said association secretary Sanjay
Lath. Similarly, the price of diesel will
be less by ¥7.36 per litre, he said.

beneficiaries, the poor women who
got free connections, will get ¥200
subsidy directly in their bank ac-
counts and the effective price for
them would be %803 per 14.2-kg
cylinder.

% New Delhi: A court here Saturday granted bail to Delhi

<« University Associate Professor Ratan Lal, who was arrested
a day earlier for his alleged objectionable social media post
-4 on claims of a ‘Shivling’ at Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi.
The court granted relief to Lal on furnishing a personal bond
» 0f Rs 50,000 and one surety of like amount. Lal was arrested
1 under IPC Sections 153A and 295A by the Delhi Police. An FIR
was lodged against Lal Tuesday night based on a complaint
filed by advocate Vineet Jindal, who alleged that Lal had recently shared a
“derogatory, inciting and provocating tweet on the Shivling”.

Duty on petrol cut
by 38, diesel by 36

Centre to provide X200 per cylinder subsidy to Ujjwala Yojana beneficiaries

Army man posted in
Raj honey-trapped

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Jaipur, May 21: In what could be
a big catch, Rajasthan Police
Saturday arrested Pradeep Kumar;,
an Indian Army personnel, for spy-
ing for Pakistan's Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI).

According to the police, Kumar,
who was recruited three years ago
and posted in the highly-sensitive
Jodhpur regiment, was honey-
trapped by a female agent from the
Pak ISI. The police believe that con-
fidential information of military and
strategic importance was sent to
Pakistan. They came into contact
through social media six months
ago. The woman introduced herself
as Chhadam, a resident of Madhya
Pradesh. She sought confidential
documents related to the Indian
Army on the pretext of marriage.
The woman made Pradeep Kumar
believe that she worked for a com-
pany in Bangalore.

MORE P9
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TOMATO FLU SCARE
GRIPS CAPITAL CITY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 21: Premier
hospitals here including AITMS and
Capital Hospital have been receiv-
ing 4 to 5 children with tomato flu
like symptoms daily during the
past few days, triggering panic in the
Capital city However, the state is yet
to confirm any such cases till now.

“We have been receiving patients
with such symptoms for the last two
weeks. However, they are being
discharged after treatment at OPD,”
said additional superintendent of
AIIMS, Prabhas Tripathy.

The virus starts spreading among
children of 5to 10 years just before
therains, Tripathy said. He urged
the parents to keep symptomatic
children in isolation.

“Till now; this tomato flu as a sep-
arate entity has not been reported
from Odisha, and we have also not
seen a single case at AIIMS
Bhubaneswar,” the institute said.

The disease is similar to hand,
foot and mouth disease (HFMD)
that occurs when there is an in-
crease in the humidity with tem-
perature fluctuation (prior to mon-
soon or at the end of monsoon
season, as is the scenario now).

Our gratitude
is like our jewellery.

;v

Now every state across the coun-
try is seeing a surge in HFMD cases
with AIIMS Bhubaneswar also see-
ing a good number of such cases.
However, all the children are re-
covering without complications,
and none of the children has been
hospitalised so far, they said.

While 5-6 children are report-
ing at Capital Hospital daily dur-
ing the last 10 to 15 days with symp-
toms akin to that of tomato flu,
the situation is under control and
nothing to be scared of, said Capital
Hospital Director Laxmidhar Sahu.

“It’s something similar, though
it’snot exactly like tomato flu. We
are getting 5-6 patients who are

small children. None of them is -

getting critical,” he said. These
patients have lesions in their
mouths and suffer from itching all
over their body, said Sahu, adding
that these patients get well within
2-4 days with normal treatment.
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M ARIES

Nourishing high ambitions
is a good thing if they can
drive you to achieve your
potential. You make plans and execute
them with utmost care. You may focus all
your attention on attracting a member of
the other sex. But Ganesha warns you not
to get too swayed hy it, especially if you
are taking crucial decisions.

B TAURUS -

You may begin the day ina u

grumpy mood - mostly,

because you may be suffer-

ing from a stomach ailment, feels
Ganesha. It would be best to visit a com-
petent doctor at the slightest sign or
symptom of an illness or even discomfort.
Step back from the rush, and take some
rest, if possible. You may also stay
depressed or worried, on account of fami-
ly issues. This is not a day when you can
afford to be negligent or take chances
with anything, whatsoever. Stay guarded!

.......................................

H GEMINI

There is every possibility
that your emotional
responses to certain issues
will be intense today, foretells Ganesha.
You are likely to join some personality
development classes. Seductive conver-
sation may culminate into something
extraordinary with your partner.

.......................................

H CANCER

Today, you willgoona
shopping spree, predicts
Ganesha. Sale or no sale,
you will have a one-point agenda - buy
them all. Your spouse may feel his/her
palpitations rising on seeing all the stuff
you have bought. You will almost buy a
vehicle or a house. Business is doing
good, and there should be no problem
related to money, but there is a limit to
what one can buy — a limit that you will
definitely flout.

When like-minded people
come together, a lot of good
things happen. And when
the group happens to be as trustworthy
as itis brilliant, it is sheer magic, says
Ganesha. Today, in all probability, you will
be at the beneficial end of a luminous
meeting of minds. End this fulfilling day
on a more personal note by treating your
sweetheart to a hit of extravagance. So
what if it costs you a small fortune; in
love, all is fair!

B VIRGO

You shall feel and react
strongly to certain issues
today, says Ganesha. In all

dt‘

likeliness, you may enrol somewhere to
hone your personality. For all you know,
says Ganesha, seductive dialogue may
just ripen into a carnal joyride.

.......................................

HLIBRA r‘
So, love finally entraps you !
with the help of the stars, ‘k ‘\
chuckles Ganesha. There is

a high probability that you will begin a
long-lasting romantic relationship today.
This new factor shall keep you elated
throughout the day. Avoid any confronta-
tion with those living around you. All in
all, fortune is on your side today.

M SCORPIO

Let the day unravel itself

today, says Ganesha; you

may be surprised to know

what it has in store for you. In the after-
noon, meetings, business deals and pro-
fessional dos will dominate proceedings.
You shall amuse one and all with your wit,
says Ganesha.

M SAGITTARIUS

Today, most of your time
will go in attending to your
sweetheart - either in
thoughts or in person. Thrills are on the
anvil, with a casual conversation with
someone special in the afternoon per-
haps. You may go on a shopping spree
and add more to that wardrobe of yours,
says Ganesha.

Il CAPRICORN

Everybody has some regrets
in life. You will have some
too, and today may just be .
the day for it, says Ganesha. You will put
your best efforts at work to make things
better for others, and although the pur-
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LOS ANGELES: Protesting against
sexual violence in UKkraine, a woman
tried to crash the Cannes Film
Festival red carpet during the world
premiere of George Miller's Three
Thousand Years of Longing while
screaming at the top of her Iungs.

She was quickly removed from
the carpet by a handful of security
guards. The topless woman was
wearing only panties and had the
word "scum" written on her lower
back.

The radical feminist activist

3

‘Stop raping us’

organiSation Scum posted on
Twitter: "This activist exposed the
war rapes and sexual torture com-
mitted on Ukrainian women by
Russian soldiers."

Blood red paint also appeared on
her lower back and legs.

The colors of the Ukrainian
flag were spray-painted across
the woman's torso, as were the
words: "Stop raping us." Security
guards quickly covered up the
woman and removed her from
the red carpet. ians

‘NANNY MCPHEE’ STAR EMMA
THOMPSON ON BEING BODY-SHAMED

Emma Thompson has said that she has been body-
shamed for years. The actress was told she didn't
have "the right kind of body" for sex scenes. The 63-
year-old actress revealed she has rarely been asked
to do racy scenes because male executives did not
think she had the right look for them.

MI L O L M N N NN N A

Rangoon, Katti Batti
and I Love NY failed
to make a mark at
the box office, and
Dhaakad joins the
- list of her back
! to back flop
S movies. PN

‘SONS OF RAMSES' ACTOR DIES HOURS
BEFORE MOVIE’S CANNES PREMIERE

Algerian actor Ahmed Benaissa has died at
the age of 78. The actor and comedian
tragically passed away just hours before
Parisian thriller 'Sons of Ramses' was due to
be screened at the Cannes Film Festival. He
reportedly died from a long illness.

BACK-TO-BACK Swankiest gift for PC

8 FLOPS FOR
- KANGANA

MUMBAL: Kangana Ranaut’s performance in every

MUMBALI: Known for his out-of-the-box ideas,
superstar Aamir Khan has chalked out a big,
interesting and unique plan for the trailer
launch of his eagerly awaited film 'Laal Singh
Chaddha'. Cricket and cinema enthusiasts are
in for a twin treat as the trailer of 'Laal Singh
Chaddha' will be launched May 29 -- the day of the
IPL finale.

Expecting Aamir to do the unexpected has be-
come the norm over the years. Be it experiment-
ing with distinct characters, interesting subjects
and out-of-the-box movie promotional ideas, the
marketing genius likes everything to be perfect

LOS ANGELES: Indian actress Priyanka
Chopra Jonas just received the swankiest
gift from her husband and pop-singer
Nick Jonas. Priyanka took to
Instagram to flaunt her new
customised car gifted to
her by Nick. She
posted a picture of
herself on social

‘Laal Singh Chaddha’ trailer _
release at IPL finale \

(heart emoji) always helping me with my
cool quotient."
She added the hashtags 'best husband
ever', 'setlife', and 'citadel' at the
P, end of the post.
: The hashtags suggest
that Nick gifted the
car for her com-
mute on the sets

film is remarkable, however, her films fail to impress media where she of her upcom-
at the box office. Despite stellar performance in every is sitting in an ing Amazon
film, her films are a big flop at the box office. ATV, which has Prime Video
Y The trailer of Dhaakad had grabbed everyone’s 'Mrs Jonas' series 'Citadel.
attention and Kangana Ranaut went all out to pro- written on the The couple
“ . mote the film. But, surprisingly, the film has been side. welcomed

ey A totally rejected by the audiences. According to early She cap- their first
o ! estimates, the film has reportedly collected 50 lakh tioned the pic- child earlier
at the box office which means it’s a disaster on day ture: "Now this year.
one itself. that's a ride Their daugh-
The movie had received mostly negative reviews, and yesterday, (fire emoji) ter Malti
#BoycottDhaakad was also trending on Twitter. thank you Marie was
Kangana’s last few films like Thalaivii, Panga, Judgementall Hai Kya, @nickjonas born through
Manikarnika: The Queen surrogacy in

of Jhansi, Simran, January. ians

and puts a lot of thoughts into his
marketing and promotional strate-
gies of his films.

Aamir is adept at making well-pro-
jected moves. Recently, the super-
star had a fun and hilarious banter
with the former Indian coach Ravi
Shastri which opened a new space for
memes and conversations on the in-
ternet. Unveiling the trailer at the IPL
finale can be said as one of the biggest
and remarkable moves made by any
producer in the history of cinema. ians

| PEANUTS

SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

(M S0RRY 4oy

THE PARTY, BiG k¢
BROTHER s

“ 40U DIDN'T 5EE ME,
BUT I (uAS THE ONE
WHO HURT HOUR FEELINGS
AT THE PARTY.., PLEASE
CALLME..762- 6414 #

T FEEL LIKE A
DENTED FENDER IN
A PARKING LOT!
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HEY, SUSIE, WANNA
SEE A MAGIC TRICK?

FIRST, TLL NEED AN
QRDINARY QUARTER ...

NOW T
DISAPPEAR!
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pose may be met, your hard work may

not bring you the kind of appreciation you

were waiting for. There may also be a

noticeable change in your attitude, which ()

will be brought about by your sweetheart. N DO:
....................................... Elor
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Today, you experience the Across 24 Undue speed 7 Attention getter %

Jé’gn%l;gll\éwtgsfl(rjeeetligzgggg 1 Sot’s future 25 Haggles (6,2) )

manifest itself. You also realise that a § Fringe 26 Anchovy 8 Canned oc

broagkminded aproacis ss stress I BREVITY 9 Melodious containers 13 Theatre o

or you. You find it spiritually uplifting to —

h O T T y HPATY 10 Small three- 27 Aardvark blockbuster

fight against injustice and discrimination. =

And this wins you the respect of your sub- ”|.!|”i“ | masted vessel (5.3)

ordinates wherever you go, says Ganesha. ' |f [ 11 Greek salad Down 15 Go-between 3|5|8j4l9(1)7]|6)2
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C-A-R-G-0, : : 116|723 |58&[4]9

Your focus todzy willbe on ( - e THOUGHT! YOU'RE 12 Boring 2 Moxie 18 Stockholm AR GOE NEE

finalising your plans for buy- i SHORTS-SIGHTED. 14 Illness 3 Apple growing locale D

ing a new house. Purchasing i 16 Horse-drawn cab place 20 Marsh growth x glojejileipysl=le

new furniture, or planning on renovating . . % (@) Tl1|619|4|2§3]|8]|5

your home will also take up a considerable 19 Songbird 4 Plaudits 22 Masterful = 2121511221613 14

chunk of your time. Make sure you do not 3 ey

fail to account for the savings you need to i 6 Questionable 45 Belglan tives - BlF|13|2|65|9]|4

make for your future needs in this entire S wn slalalslilalzl+718

process, says Ganesha. [ (S <L CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW —

o0 © o0 © oo ©

~rm k



@ HERE. NOW

FISSa

®9

POST

FELICITATION CEREMONY

COVID-19 TRACKER

SUNDAY | MAY 22 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD
- Sy JC Swayamshree Mohanty of World  52,68,51,316 49,66,46,831 62,99,223 -
1 snoall s DAV Public School, Pokhariput,
R rativa Puraskar- a \
=1 . Soochana Bhawan in odisha = 12,838,357 12,79,083 9,126
gﬁl Bhubaneswar, Saturday C
N N R RN N R NN RNy Il \II MOy g
CM | h - f BCJD pleato keep RAINFALL LIKELY FOR NEXT 5 DAYS
aunches 7 power infra -
p Rave nS h aW m al n PNN & AGENCIES Themetbodysaidinabulletin, Dhenkanal, Nawarangpur,
“Duringthenext24 hours,light  Kalahandi, Koraput, Rayagada,
. Bhubaneswar, May 21: The to moderate rain or thunder- and Kandhamal.”
ro e‘ s Wo r ‘ ro re g ate O pe n tl | I 9 p m India Meteorological storm is very likely to occur at “Thunderstorm with light-
Department (IMD) Saturday one or two places over the dis- ning is very likely to occur in
forecastlight to moderaterain-  tricts of Sundargarh, Deogarh, a few districts from 0830 hrs
POST NEWS NETWORK fall for the next five days across ~ Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, Balasore,  IST of May 23 up to 0830 hrs IST
several districts of Odisha. Bhadrak, Jajpur, Angul, of May 26,” it added.
ﬁrgﬁlgéuféﬁg?;? SIX Cuttack, May 21: The Cuttack district unit of
) Biju Chhatra Janata Dal (BCJD), the student
SUBSTATIONS IN RAYAGADA, wing of ruling BJD in state, Saturday sought
NABARANGPUR, KALAHANDI, an early solution to various issues of students
SAMBALPUR, KEONJHAR AND of Ravenshaw University (RU) here.
KHURDA DISTRICTS, AND Office-bearers of Cuttack district BCJD met 3! "‘: S A . S AI
A 220 KV TRANSMISSION LINE Ravenshaw University Vice Chancellor Sanjay % @ 4 N
FROM BOLANGIR TO KESINGA Nagak ar&d raised th((aiir demfz{inds. Theleflgll{so NP Qliaisnal ‘l SCHOOL
submitted a memorandum to Registrar ta
ITH THE INAUGURATION Charan Pradhan. B EENTAIASa | e ety
OF THESE PROJECTS, (WITH M+ Rl'ﬂltG)
= FARMERS, STUDENTS AND
qﬁf;,f,";‘:‘f@i:‘m WOMEN IN THESE DISTRICTS
| wee seneren SAI INTERNATIONAL
SMALL-SCALE INDUSTRIES AND
IRRIGATION PROJECTS WOULD
ALSO GET BENEFIT FROM THESE
PROJECTS, PATNAIK SAID
HE STATE GOVERNMENT
HAS LAUNCHED A SCHEME
CALLED ‘ODISHA DISTRIBUTION
; SYSTEM STRENGTHENING
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik virtually inaugurating the power infra PROJECT' AT AN ESTIMATED
projects, Saturday. 5T Secretary VK Pandian is also seen COST OF 33,800 CRORE TO BCJD activists at the Vice Chancellor’s office
’ : PROVIDE HIGH QUALITY
POST NEWS NETWORK benefited. Small-scale industries ELECTRICITY TO THE PEOPLE In their memorandum, the BCJD activists
and irrigation projects would also claimed that the main gate of the university wm—— .
Bhubaneswar; May 21: Withanaim ~ get benefit from these projects, “To address the low-voltage prob-  is being closed at 6 pm. As a result, the students, WELCOME TO THE LAUNCHPAD OF SUCCESS
to provide high quality and unin-  Patnaik said. lem in the state, the government will ~ particularly the hostel boarders, are being
terrupted electricity supply to con- “Electricity is the lifeline of de-  spend 1,800 crore in the fourth  forced to enter into the campus through the back SAI E NTRAN(E TEST(SET) FO R
sumers, Chief Minister Naveen  velopment. Like water, electricity ~ phase of the scheme,” heinformed.  gate, located close to the Malgodown area of
Patnaik Saturday virtually inau-  isalso highly necessary for every- Ministers Sushant Singh, Ashok  the city. c I_ ASS XI (0 F F L I N E)
gurated seven power infrastruc-  body,” he said while appealingto ~ Panda, Dibya Shankar Mishra & “There is a liquor shop close to the back
ture projects worth 3450 crore. the people for proper use of the = Premananda Nayak,and Gunpur  gate of the university. The presence of drunk- M AY 2 8TH & 297|-| 2 0 2 2 @ -I 0.00 A M
Patnaik inaugurated six high-  electricity. MLA Raghunath Gamang attended ~ ards and antisocial elements in the locality is r -
powered grid substations in Patnaik further said that the  theinaugural ceremony in differ-  posinga threat to the safety and security of the
Rayagada, Nabarangpur, state governmenthaslauncheda ent districts. 5T Secretary VK  students. Moreover, the plying of heavy vehi- R A
Kalahandi, Sambalpur, Keonjhar ~ scheme called ‘Odisha Distribution =~ Pandian moderated the event. cles on the Malgodown road is causing trouble REGIST TlONs OPEN
\f and Khurda districts, and a 220  System Strengthening Project’ at The inaugural ceremony was  for the students. That is why we urge the var- -
kv transmission line from Bolangir =~ an estimated cost 0fZ3,800 croreto  also attended by Chief Secretary  sity authorities to keep open the main gate till S
to Kesinga. provide high quality electricityto =~ Suresh Chandra Mohapatra, 9 pm,” read the memorandum. 0674'71 00200 l 9338336699 | 993 73 77701
With the inauguration of these  the people. Sofar;43033/11kvsub-  Energy secretary Nikunj Bihari The BCJD activists also urged the authori-
projects, farmers, students and  stations have beeninstalledinthe ~ Dhal and other senior officials of  ties to provide wi-fi facility at all hostels of 1 H - H H
women in these districts will be  state under this scheme, he claimed.  the Energy department. Ravenshaw University. Sl rs . ed u ‘l n Sa I l n te r n at l 0 n a I . ed u * I n
STA announces jury 3 held '
u Jjury 5 more neld over seizure : ASSoGMTE W
fits short film fest j cem
of Itsshort film test  of pre-actlvated SIM cards || BEazll)
Exhibition & Events
POST NEWS NETWORK
POST NEWS NETWORK u . . ASSOCIATE SFONSOR g
Bhubaneswar, May 21: The State Transport The trio was_actlvatlng
Authority (STA) Saturday announced thenamesof =~ Bhubaneswar; May 21: The Crime SIM cards with most of @
the jury members for the National Road Safety = Branch Saturday claimed to have - H < s
- Short Film Festival scheduled to be held in June  arrested three more persons in con- the.D K.YC genuine i n__':g'_‘_d_?_‘:‘fm s ~
this year. nection with the seizure of 19,641 activations. They used e o e st o crmmeen
The STA announced 11 jury members including  pre-activated SIM cards in -act
Manish Mundra, National Award winning film  Dhenkanal district recently. to SquIy pre agtlvated
producer and philanthropist; Kuna Tripathy, The accused have been identi- 9IM cards to prime 6 th B H U B A N E S W A R
Chairman, Odisha Film Development Corporation;  fied as Prakash Chandra Sahoo, accused Dusmanta Sahu
Onir, National Award winning filmmaker & 34, of Takera under Daspalla police h h h
LGBTQIA Activist; Rajesh Touchriver, National  limits in Nayagarh, Santanu Kumar t roug another accused
Award winning filmmaker; and popular Odia  Sahoo, 27, of Adhanga Gyanaranjan Sahoo
movie actors Sabyasachi Mishra and Siddhanta  Malikesharpur under Derabis po-
Mahapatra. lice limits in Kendrapara and
Principal Secretary for Commerce & Transport ~Umakanta Mohanty, 29, of uineactivations. They used to sup-
Department Bishnupada Sethi, while speakingatthe =~ Dubagadia under Dharmasalapo-  ply pre-activated SIM cards to prime
launching ceremony at Police Bhawan here, an-  lice limits in Jajpur, sources said.  accused Dusmanta Sahu through ™ TH
nounced the decision to increase cash rewards for The CB had earlier arrested six another accused Gyanaranjan 0 - 3 0 MCIY 2 02 2
the winners. persons in connection withthecase.  Sahoo,” said a CB official.
“Seeing the enthusiasm, to encourage more peo- Prakash is the territorial sales The Cyber Cell of Crime Branch J ANTA MAI D A N 2 B H U B A N E SWA R .
ple to send entries we have increased the prizemoney ~ manager of Vodafone-Ideaandhe had earlier arrested three persons,
for film section for both Odia & Non-Odialanguages ~ wasresiding in Tamandoareaof the  including prime accused Dusmanta, Tl ME = 2 e 3 0 PM TO 1 0 = 00 PM
categories. Cash awards for individual sectionremain ~ capital city here. Santanu works  May 1 this year after the seizure of |
as before,” said Sethi. as the territorial sales executive 19,641 pre-activated SIM cards, ¥14,
The STA has raised the prize money for Best Film  in the same company and he was 32,892, 247 recharge vouchers, 48 35000 NATIO NAI. & INTERNATIO NAI. PRODUCTS ‘ AC PAVI I-ION & PREMI UM CROWD
from 350,000 to %1 lakh while the first runner up  staying in Tangi area of Khurda, mobile handsets with accessories,
prize will now get 80,000 in place 0f340,000. Similarly,  said a source in the CB. 394 voter ID cards and other in-
the prize money for second runner up cash award Umakanta was also workingas  criminating articles. 2 0 s TAT E s & 7 c o U N T R I E S o m
has been increased to 360,000. a territorial sales manager of Later, the team had arrested @
The last date for the submission of entries for ~ Vodafone-Idea. But, he hasleftthe three other accused involved in @
the National Road Safety Short Film Festival isJune  job recently, sources added. the case. The team has already
3, 2022. The festival will be held in Rourkela (18 &19 “The trio was activating SIM  frozen several bank accounts of 7
June) and Puri (24 & 25 June). cards with most of the D-KYCgen-  the prime accused. :
‘Kids who pl dvent [
may have better mental health’
hildren who spend more time children, available to everyone, and
playing adventurously may does not require special skills. We now
have lower symptoms of anx- urgently need to invest in and protect
iety and depression, finds a natural spaces, well-designed parks
new study. and adventure playgrounds, to sup-
The study, published in Child port the mental health of our chil-
Psychiatry and Human Development, dren," Dodd added.
indicates that children, aged 5-11, who The researchers said that the study
spent more time playing outside, had sought to test theories that adventurous
fewer ‘internalising problems’, charac- play offers learning opportunities that help
terised as anxiety and depression. Those build resilience in children, thereby help-
children were also more positive dur- ing to prevent mental health problems.
ing the first lockdown. The study indicates that For the study, the research team sur-
"We are more concerned than ever hild d5-11. wh veyed nearly 2,500 parents of children
about children's mental health, and our chiiaren, age_ =11, W 0 aged 5-11 years. Parents completed ques- B s =
findings highlight that we might be able spent more time playing tions about their child's play; their general e ey g
to help protect children's mental health tside. had f mental health (pre-Covid) and their mood ; ) — W ol 0 @’} 7 m C
by ensuring they have plentiful oppor- . outsl _e_1 ad rewer during the first Covid-19 lockdown. reie R 4 >~ 161IE - O\ k. SR
tunities for adventurous play," said re- ‘mternahsmg problems’, The research was carried out with two Sabrliesal 8 Reide o ey
}searcher Helen Dodd from the University characterised as anxi ety groups of parents, a group of 427 par- |
of Exeter, who led the study:. ) ents living in Northern Ireland and a na- - —C
"This is really positive because play and depressmn tionally representative group of 1,919 T RAD E E N Q U I RY . 82 49 6 o 5 9 o 2 J i 9 5 8 3 2 9 3 8 8 6
is free, instinctive and rewarding for parents living in the UK. IANS
o0 © o0 © oo ©
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Two arrested for duping
medical aspirant of 332L

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, May 21: City
cops Saturday revealed to have
arrested two individuals on the
charge of duping %32 lakh from a
student in City on the pretext
of providing an MBBS seat in a
medical college.

The Infocity police station here
had registered a case in this con-
nection after the girl student had
lodged an FIR May 5, a department
official said.

The police seized ¥10 lakh cash
from the possession of two ac-
cused persons. While one was
identified as Abhimanyu Kumar

anied =

Anti Terrorism Day, Saturday

ICAR-CIFA inks pact
with KISS-DU for
mutual improvement

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 21: A MoU
was signed between the ICAR-
Central Institute of Freshwater
Aquaculture ICAR-CIFA) and the
Kalinga Institute of Social Science,
Deemed to be University (KISS-
DU) Saturday.

The pact aimed at improving
social science research, technol-
ogy transfer and dissemination of
scientific knowledge.

The signing saw presence of
ICAR-CIFA delegation headed by its
Director Saroj Kumar Swain and
KISS-DU VC Deepak Kumar Behera.

While addressing the gathering,
Behera expressed his happiness
in signing the MoU, and mentioned
that this collaboration will mark a
new beginning in empowering the
needy people by training them
with the modern scientific fish
culture methods. Formation of a
joint expert group with represen-
tatives from both the institutes
was emphasised.

was Sugata Choudhury of Kolkata
in West Bengal.

Preliminary investigation re-
vealed that the accused were in-
volved in similar frauds in
Karnataka, Bihar, Kolkata and
Chhattisgarh too. They were cheat-
ing medical aspirants by imper-
sonating themselves as doctors of
medical colleges in different states.
They frequently changed names
and created fake IDs, police said.

Bhubaneswar DCP Prateek Singh
said, “While one of the accused
Sugata Choudhury was arrested
from his home in Kolkata May 16,
another accused Abhimanyu was

s

Members of the SCB Medical College & Hospital Dramatic Society performed a street play in front of the old outdoor of the hospital in Cuttack to mark the

While one of the accused
was arrested from Kolkata,
another was nabbed from
Patna railway station.
Besides, 710,29,500 cash, two
laptops, four mobile phones
and a fake Aadhaar card
were seized

PRATEEK SINGH | BHUBANESWAR DCP

nabbed from Danpur railway station
in Bihar. Besides, ¥10,29,500 cash, two
laptops, four mobile phones and a
fake Aadhaar card were seized.”

“The accused used to collect
thelist of the students passed in
various entrance examinations
like the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) and Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE) after
the declaration of results on the
websites. They used to send mes-
sages in bulk to the mobile num-
bers of the students offering them
admission in reputed educational
institutions. The individuals
would subsequently target the
ones who would contact them for
admission,” revealed Singh.

The Infocity police brought
Abhimanyu in a 2-day transit re-
mand and produced them before
a court here Saturday. Sugata
was forwarded to a court May
17. Both Sugata and Abhimanyu
have confessed to their deeds
while questioning, said police.
Further investigation into the
extent o the racket is going on,
said police sources.

ARTISTES’ ARSENAL

Ropes meant for pulling the chariots in this year’s Rath Yatra reached Puri, Saturday

95 active Cov cases

Bhubaneswar: Odisha Saturday report-
ed eight new Covid-19 infections where-
as 21 individuals recovered from the
highly infectious disease. The coastal
state did not report any death caused by
the virus. The state’s active caseload
stands at 95. Odisha contributes 2.99
per cent, 3.01 per cent and 1.75 per cent
to the national figures of infection,
recovery and fatality respectively. A
total of 6,68,57,368 doses of vaccines
have been administered in the state so
far, of which 3,46,40,128 are 1st dose,
3,09,65,053 2nd dose and 12,52,187 peo-
ple have taken the precaution dose.

The Sarkaria Commission
on Centre-State Relations
under the Chairmanship of
Justice RS Sarkaria had
recommended a permanent
Inter-State Council called the
Inter-Governmental Council
(IGC) should be set up under
Article 263, pursuant to
which the ISC, a permanent

constitutional body, was
established May 28, 1990,
by a Presidential order

AGENCIES

New Delhi, May 21: Chief Minister
of Odisha Naveen Patnaik will be
a member of the reconstituted
Standing Committee of the Inter-
State Council (ISC). The Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) has re-
constituted the committee including
its 13 members.

According to the Gazette notifi-
cation issued Friday, the MHA took
the step in supersession of the
Inter-State Council Secretariat’s
notification dated August 9, 2019,
and with the approval of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Apart from Union Home Minister
Amit Shah as the Chairman of the
Standing Committee, the four ad-
ditional members - Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar, Social

oppHoTo  Justice and Empowerment Minister

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

OP PHOTO

NAVEEN IN FRESH ISC
STANDING COMMITTEE

Virendra Kumar and Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat are among the Union
Cabinet Ministers on the Council.

Along with Odisha CM Naveen
Patnaik, Andhra Pradesh CM YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy, Assam CM
Himanta Biswa Sarma, Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar, Gujarat CM
Bhupendra Patel, Maharashtra
CM Uddhav Thackeray, Punjab
CM Bhagwant Mann and Uttar
Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath will
be the other seven members of
the committee.

The Standing Committee will
have continuous consultation on
the matters for consideration of
the Council. It will process all
matters pertaining to Centre-
State Relations before they are
taken up for consideration in the
Inter-State Council, the Gazette
notification read.

The committee will also
monitor the implementation
of decisions taken on the
recommendations of the Council
and will consider any other
matter referred to it by the
Chairman or Council.

he Standing Committee will

have continuous consultation
on the matters for consideration
of the Council

t will process matters pertaining
to Centre-State Relations before
they are taken up for consideration

in the Inter-State Council

he committee will also monitor

the implementation of decisions
taken on the recommendations of
the Council and will consider any
other matter referred to it by the
Chairman or Council

The ‘Sarkaria Commission on
Centre-State Relations’ under the
Chairmanship of Justice RS
Sarkaria had recommended that a
permanent Inter-State Council
called the Inter-Governmental
Council (IGC) should be set up
under Article 263, pursuant to
which the ISC, a permanent
constitutional body, was estab-
lished May 28,1990, by a Presidential
order. The objective of the ISC is
to discuss or investigate policies,
subjects of common interest, and
disputes among states.

$43mn to 139 developing countries for species conservation

smany as 139 developing
countries will benefit
from the new funding
totaling $43 million from
the Global Environment
Facility (GEF). The funding is meant
to help them implement projects
that reverse species loss, UN agen-
cies said in a statement released in
Nairobi, the Kenyan capital.

The funding, which was an-
nounced Friday ahead of the
International Day for Biological
Diversity to be marked Sunday,
will benefit 139 developing countries
which are already grappling with
mounting threats to natural habi-
tats, Xinhua news agency reported.

Each beneficiary country will
be eligible for grants totaling
3,00,000 dollars which would en-
able them to analyse and align
their policies, targets, finance
and monitoring system as a means
of revitalising actions on threats
to biodiversity.

The UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) and UN
Development Programme (UNDP)
will provide technical expertise to
these developing countries in order
to step them up for the optimal
utilisation of the funds and ad-
vancement in species protection.

UNEP’s Executive Director
Inger Andersen said that the new
funding will enable developing
countries to seize benefits linked
to the establishment of a Post-
2020 Global Biodiversity
Framework. Action plans that
will be implemented using the
new GEF funding will make de-
veloping countries place species
conservation at the heart of na-
tional development plans.

Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, the
Chief Executive Officer and
Chairperson of GEFE, said the new
funding will change the trajec-
tory of biodiversity conservation
in developing countries which

ach beneficiary country will be eligible

for grants totaling 3,00,000 dollars
which would help them analyse and align
their policies, targets, finance and
monitoring system as means of revitalising
actions on threats to biodiversity

he UNEP and UNDP will provide

technical expertise to these
developing countries in order to step
them up for the optimal utilisation of the
funds and advancement in species
protection

he new funding will enable developing

countries to seize benefits linked to
the establishment of a Post-2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework

Action plans that will be implemented
using the new GEF funding will make
developing countries place species
conservation at the heart of national
development plans

are already grappling with mas-  stand ready to help the stewards
sive loss of rare species. “We  of the globally-important biodi-
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versity elevate nature in their
planning and quickly scale up ef-

forts that can turn international
goals into reality.”

UNDP Administrator Achim
Steiner said investing in nature
protection will benefit national
economies apart from enhanc-
ing climate resilience in the
global south.

Steiner added that nature un-
derpins half the world’s jobs and
livelihoods, adding that it remained
the bedrock for sustaining food,
water and energy security across
the globe.

Elizabeth Mrema, the Executive
Secretary of the UN Convention on
Biological Diversity; hailed the new
funding for species conservation in
developing countries, adding that
all sectors of the society will ben-
efit profoundly.

Mrema added that as the inter-
national community prepared to
come up with a 10-year plan to halt
the extinction of species, adequate
funding was critical. IANS
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FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-9090071530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.}-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Cattle traders shoot
at 2 cow vigilantes;
12 arrested

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, May 21: Cattle traders
shot at members of Debsena Go
Surakhya, a local outfit working
against cattle smuggling, on NH-49
under Jashipur police limits in
Mayurbhanj district, Saturday. Two
of them - Deepak Sahu and
Sashikant Behera, hailing from
Cuttack, received bullet injuries, one
in aleg and another in his hand.

As their condition was critical,
they were first admitted to PRM
Medical College and Hospital in
Baripada and later shifted to SCB
Medical College and Hospital in
Cuttack.

Meanwhile, police have arrested
12 people in this connection and
seized three vehicles and firearms.

Reports said, members of this
outfit got information about cat-
tle smuggling to Kolkata, Saturday
morning. They were waiting near
atoll gate. Some container vehicles
were carrying cattle. When mem-
bers of this outfit tried to intercept
the vehicles, the traders fired at two
Go Surakhya activists and man-
aged to flee the spot.

Alerted, police rushed to the
spot and seized a container. Later,
police arrested 12 people, and
seized three SUVs. Police have
registered a case and started an in-
vestigation, said Karanjia SDPO
Sudarshan Gangoi.

Man, son shot
at over parking

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nuapada, May 21: Miscreants
allegedly shot at a man and his
son following a heated argument
over parking of vehicles at Rabana
Square at Sinapali town of
Nuapada district, Saturday.

The victims were identified as
Saroj Meher, 55, and son Naba
Ranjan Meher, 30. The father-son
duo sustained critical injuries
after the bullets pierced their
thighs, said Khariar SDPO Santak
Jena, Saturday.

Police said, Saroj and Naba were
trying to park their bike when
they had a heated argument with
the occupants of a car. It later took
aviolent turn after an occupant of
the car opened fire at them and fled.

The injured were hospitalised.
Police later, arrested the accused
Raja Panigrahi from Chhattisgarh
border and seized a mauser, four
live bullets, two magazines, two
empty cartridges and a car from
his possession.

Jumbo tramples
youth to death

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nilagiri, May 21: An elephant
trampled a youth to death in
Tinikosia reserve forest under
Nilagiri block of Balasore district
Friday night. The deceased was
identified as Shyamsundar Singh
(25) of Baragadia village.
Shyamsundar had gone to alocal
market Friday afternoon, but he
did not return home. His family
members searched for him and
could not trace him. Saturday
morning, his kin were informed
about a body lying in the forest.
They rushed to the spot and recog-
nised it. Meanwhile, forest offi-
cials have started an investiga-
tion into the matter.

A two-decade long bonding knows no bounds

FOREST DEPARTMENT
OFFICIALS HAVE
UNSUCCESSFULLY
TRIED TWICE TO
RELEASE THE ANIMAL
IN THE FOREST

POST NEWS NETWORK

Malkangiri, May 21: At a time when
man-animal conflicts frequently make
headlines and people are unable to
count on their family and friends
even, stories of man-animal friendship
make hearts melt. Such an awe-in-
spiring friendship has blossomed be-
tween a man and a wild boar in

Tourists click photographs as Olive Ridley hatchlings start their seaward journey at Rushikulya river mouth in Ganjam district

NATURE’S SPECTACLE

KEONJHAR JUMBO DEATHS

DRM, ranger show-caused

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, May 21: Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (PCCF)
Shashi Paul has issued show-cause
notices to Chakradharpur divi-
sional railway manager (DRM)
and Champua ranger Saturday in
connection with the deaths of three
elephants on the track after a train
hit them in Basapani area of
Keonjhar district.

The PCCF also said that though
the forest department had alerted
the railways about the presence
of elephants in the area, investi-
gation will be done to ascertain if
the train driver had reduced the
speed and blown long whistle to
scare away the animals.

“We will definitely take action
as the location where the incident
took place is beyond the forest lim-
its and there is a road on the other
side of the railway track. The lo-

cation is not a passage for ele-
phants and the road is at a higher
altitude,” said the PCCE.

Notably, three elephants of a
20-member herd were mowed down
by a train near Bansapani Behera
hutting under the Joda police lim-
its while they were crossing the rail-
way tracks.

While a calf succumbed to the
injuries on the spot, two more ele-
phants including a calf and a female
jumbo died later.

Keonjhar divisional forest offi-
cer (DFO) Saturday informed that
the department has served the
show-cause notices on the DRM
of Chakradharpur division and
the ranger of Champua.

The PCCF added, “We are clos-
ing the paths with solar fencing ex-
cluding the areas where the move-
ment of elephants is frequently
noticed. Guards will be appointed
in these areas.”

Tiger hide seizure:
2 more arrested

Keonjhar: Two days after the ar-
rest of a youth in connection with
seizure of a Royal Bengal Tiger
hide from Budhipada village under
Daitari forest range of Anandapur
wildlife division of Keonjhar dis-
trict, forest officials arrested two
persons including his father and
brother, Saturday.

The prime accused Butu
Mahakur, 30, was arrested, Friday
while his father Duryodhan
Mahakur, 60, and brother Panchu
Mahakur, 32, were arrested,
Saturday. Later, they were pro-
duced in the court.

Forest officials continued raid-
ing various places to nab the rest
of the persons involved in the illegal
trade. A minor was picked up for
questioning but later released from
detention later.

The forest officials had seized
the hide, Thursday night. However,
during seizure the villagers at-
tacked the forest officials and dam-
aged their vehicle. The injured for-
est officials were rescued and
admitted to SCB Medical College
and Hospital in Cuttack for treat-
ment. Forest officials are trying to
ascertain where the animal came
from and where it was Killed.

Govt funds for pvt road’ sparks row

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sunabeda/Semiliguda, May 21:
A controversy has erupted over al-
leged use of government funds for
construction of aroadtoaprivate
educational institution in Sunabeda
municipality area of Koraput
district.

As per reports, the municipal-
ity has a multi-function hall near
National Highway-26. Maa
Dhanarani Tarini temple is nearby
and from there a road leads to the

hill. After some distance, a 200/250
metre long road has been laid to a
private education institution. Locals
alleged that this road is not meant
for public communication. As per
the information plaque for the proj-
ect, 10 lakh has been spent for the
road between September 28, 2021 and

December 25, 2021.

However, there was no mention
about the name of the construc-
tion agency/contractor and the
ward under which it is located.
Locals have sought to know why
the civic body haslaid this road by
spending the government fund for
the utility of a private institution.
Executive officer of the munici-
pality Gobinda Dandasena said he
has recently joined the civic body.
“I will look into the matter and
take necessary steps,” he added.

Mahendra’s family.

Mahendra’s house to shelter itself
during a storm 20 years back.
Mahendra took the animal with
him. Since then, the wild boar has
become very much a part of

Mahendra left the animal in the
jungle after it grew up. However, the
boar would come back to Mahendra
after some time. The animal obeys
every word of Mahendra like a son and

AP interference in Kotia

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput, May 21: The imple-
mentation of the drinking water
project underway in Kotia pan-
chayat under Pottangi block of
this district will get completed
within the deadline, said Collector
& District Magistrate Abdaal M
Akhtar, Friday.

Moreover, no interference will
be tolerated in the implementa-
tion of the drinking water project,
the Collector said.

The response of the Collector
came after the drinking water
project at Neredibalsa village
under Kotia panchayat was
abruptly shut down by the Andhra
Pradesh government officials,
Thursday. The officials were found
disrupting the construction work
of the project.

Akhtar said that the project
work has started in Kotia pan-
chayat and the state government
is committed to complete the proj-
ect on time. No interference will
be tolerated and drinking water
will be provided to each and every
household under Kotia panchayat,
he said adding that such disputes

OP PHOTO

863 Class-IX students
skip exams in Ganjam

POST NEWS NETWORK

-

will not be tolerated: DM :

are not new and occur often in
the area.

Notably, the project is being im-
plemented in the panchayat under
Centre sponsored Jal Jeevan
Mission to provide drinking water
facilities to every household. The
pipe laying work was going on
when a team of Andhra Pradesh
officials led by Salur tehsildar A
Sarojini, village revenue officer and
other officials arrived at the work
site and stopped the works.
Moreover, Salur rural police sta-
tion officials registered cases
against the contractor Rajkumar
and four other workers.

Chhatrapur, May 21: The results

of Class-IX for academic session
2021-22 were declared recently. The
education department in Ganjam
district was shocked to know the fact
that as many as 863 Class-IX students
had not filled up their forms, indi-
cating possible dropout of students.

On the other hand, this problem
has cropped up while thousands of

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION, KEONJHAR - 758001

Ph. No. 06766-254096, e-Mail: eephkjr@gmail.com
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

No. C-339]

Class-X students have not appeared
for the annual HSC examinations
this year in the district. The reason
why so many students are drop-
ping out from HSC examinations has
remained a mystery. The number of
such students is said to be the high-
est in the district. 5.

1. Name of the Work

. Estimated Cost

. Period of Completion

. Date & time of availability of
Bid document in the portal
Last date/time of receipt of
bids in the portal

]

SME department has e e steR
flagged concern over O
the issue and sought

reports from all block

education officers and

Invitation For Bids (IFB) No. SEPHK..IR 10/2022-23 Dt.17.05.2022

Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

Provision of Water supply in
Government College of Engineering]
at Keonjhar

: Rs.73.72 lakh

. 90 Days

. 10 hours of Dt.19.05.2022 to
17 hours of Dt.31.05.2022

. Dt.31.05.2022 at 17 hours

. Dt.01.06.2022 at 11 hours

. The Superintending Engineer,
P.H. Division, Keonjhar - 758001
Qdisha, Ph.: 06766-254096
e-Mail: eephkjr@gmail.com

Sd./- Superintending Engineer
Public Health Division, Keonjhar
OIPR-13054/11/0009/2223]

headmasters in Ganjam

Besides, 23 students in the dis-
trict have not sat for their Madhyma
examinations this year.

Meanwhile, the education de-
partment has started delving into
the factors responsible for the stu-

NOTICE INVITING TENDER Ne-¢-318

OFFICE OF THE NOTIFIED AERA COUNCIL, ODAGAON

At/P.0.: Odagaon, Dist.- Nayagarh, PIN - 752081
Phone: 06753-260062, Email: nacodagaon@gmail.com

Tender Call Notice No. 944, Dt.18.05.2022
IDENTIFICATION NO.: NAC-ODG-06-2022-23

dents dropping their HSC exami-
nations despite having filled up
their forms. 1

School and Mass Education

Name of the work

:|for proposed Hygienic Fish Market

Shifting & Relocation of existing
11 KV Line in the area allotted

building site as Ward No. 06 of NAC,
Odagaon.

Secretary Bishnupada Sethi had re-
cently directed the district educa-

tion officer of Ganjam to carry

out a school-wise survey and find

out the reasons for absenteeism

of such huge number of students

in examinations and to submit a re- of document in the portal

Date and time of availability |
'|Dt.27.05.2022 upto 5.00 P.M.

2 |No. of works ;101 No.

3 |Value of work :|Rs.3,44 567/-
4 |Class of Contractor . |As per DTCN
5 |Period of Completion 1|30 days

6 |Date of Publication :|Dt.20.05.2022
7

From Dt.20.05.2022 at 11.00 AM. to

port within 10 days. 8

Ahead of the upcoming annual bids in portal

Last date/time for receipt of .| oy 57 05,2022 upto 5.00 PM.

examinations, the DEO has asked Last date of Submission of

all the block education officers

9 |original documents in this|:

27.052022 upto 01.00 PM. by
Registered Post/Speed Post/Drop
Box available at NAC Office

office
(BEOs) gmdheadmasters (HMs) of Date and time of opening
these high schools to submit re- 10|46 BID

:|On Dt.31.05.2022 at 9.00 A.M.

ports over the issue.
It may be noted here that many

MName and address of the

1 Officer Inviting Bid

pury

;| Executive Officer, NAC, Odagaon

students have not appeared for the
HSC summative-2 examinations
this year.

Further details can be seen
tendersodisha.gov.in.

Sd./- Executive Officer, NAC, Odagaon

from e-Procurement portal https:/f

OIPR-13142/11/0004/2223

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, R W. DIVISION, ANANDAPUR

e-Procurement Notice for Road Works Identification No. Online-01/SERW/AND/2022-23

No.4158  No.O-274 E-mail add eerw_anandapur@yahoo.co.in Dt. 17.05.2022|
1. Name of the work . Repair of Road work under Annual Maintenance Plan (AMP) for 2022-23
2. Total No. of works : 23 Nos, of work
3. Estimated Cost : Approx. Estimate Cost 5.357 lakhs to 68.938 |lakhs.
4. Class of Contractor . 'A Class, 'B' Class, 'C’ Class & 'D’ Class
5. Other Details :
Availability of Tender Online Last date Date & time of opening
Procurement Ide ntlii:ilgalio = for Bidding & _time of oéi‘::‘lﬁiggnc;i:;g:e Date & Place _of reoe'rpl of bid
Officer No. From To seeking tender RW. Division, cost & bid security
clarification
Anandapur
1 2 3 4 5 [:] 7
Superintending The bidder shall transfer online
Engineer, | Cgiie 01V | 24.05.2022 | 01.06:2022 | 31.05.2022 vggaze [0S B G0 G0 PMG. o
Rﬂaﬂ\fn::. ANDI2022-23 at 10.00 A.M. | upto 5.00 PM. | upto 5.00 P-M. at 11.00 AM. respectively through a process as
P mention in DTCN.

Further details can be seen from the ite www., .gov.in & www tenders.ori.nic.in.
(OIPR-25055/11/0001/2223 Sd./- Superi ling Engil R.W. Division, A

No. 0-298 GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA Mail ID: ee_nimapara@yahoo.co.in
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS DIVISION, NIMAPARA
No:- Tender Online-Divn.NPR-01/2022-23 Date: 19.05.2022

—Procurement NOTICE

eats whatever he feeds him.

The relationship between the two
has become so strong that the ani-
mal would return to Mahendra from
the forest when it is time to eat. The
animal eats coconut, banana, bis-
cuits, rice and dalma like a
human being.

The animal has become a friend
of the children in the locality and

Name of the work

Total No. of Projects
Estimated cost of projects
Class of contractor

A) Estimated Cost more than

BWh =

and upto Rs. 40.00 lakhs.
C) Estimated Cost upto Rs. 20.00 lakhs

Mode of Submission of tender
Period of Completion
Other details.

oo

Rs.40.00 lakhs and upto Rs. 300.00 lakhs.
B) Estimated Cost more than Rs 20.00 lakhs :

. Road/Building Works for the year 2022-23
: 25 (Twenty five) Nos. of project.
. Maries from Rs.4.42 lakh to Rs. 44.20 lakh

: “B" Class & "A” Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant Class of other licensing

authorities.

authorities.

: “D" Class & "C” Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant Class of other licensing

authorities.

: Tender should be submitted online only in website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

: Asper TCN

“C" Class & "B" Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant Class of other licensing

~rm k

Malkangiri and they have been shar- never harms them while roaming in R TR T
ing this bonhomie for 20 years. the area. Children also find spend- Procurement Officer |20 Identification| ~ 5ine for bidding of seeking tender | Date: time & venus of opening
A wild boar ‘Raju’ has been tied ing time with the animal equally a Ne. From To clarification oflerider
up in an inseparable bond with pleasure. b 2__ 3 4 5 6
Mahendra Patra, a resident of this The Forest department officials e | e il e iva 0:;:3:_%%2 D700 | ke Do FHAEE.
town. The relationship between the have left the animal twice in the for- Nimapara 01/2022-23 AM. BM. upto 5.00 P.M. R.W. Division, Nimapara
}-two is like that of a father and son. est so that it could live in its habitat, Further details can be seen from the website: www.tender gov.in.
Mahendra’s selfless love and af-  the wild animal of its ferocity and ~ Mahendra had rescued a baby boar  but the animal has always made his Executive Engineer, Rural Works Division, Nimapara
fection for the wild animal hasrid ~ wild instinct. Reports said that, = when the animal camerunningnear  way back to Mahendra’s home. OIPR-25099/11/0002/2223
o0 o o0 o o0 o
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THE CLASH OF TITANS

ith global attention

focused on Russia’s

war in Ukraine,

China's territorial
expansionism in Asia—especially
its expanding border conflict with
India - haslargely fallen off the in-
ternational community’s radar.
Yet, in the vast glaciated heights
of the Himalayas, the world's de-
mographic titans have been on a
war footing for over two years,
and the chances of violent clashes
rise almost by the day.

The confrontation began in May
2020. When thawing ice reopened
access routes after a brutal winter,
India was shocked to discover that
the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) had stealthily occupied hun-

There is no greater pride and
glory than to be a perfect
instrument of the Master.

SRI AUROBINDO

ment-coined euphemisms: China’s
aggression is a “unilateral change
of status quo,” and the PLA-seized
areas are “friction points.”
Meanwhile, Modi has allowed
China’s trade surplus with India
to rise so rapidly - it now exceeds
India’s total defence budget (the
world’s third largest) — that his
government is, in a sense, under-
writing China’s aggression.

But none of this should be mis-
taken for unwillingness to fight.
India is committed to restoring
the status quo ante and is at its
“highest level” of military readi-
ness. This is no empty declara-
tion. If Xi seeks to break the cur-
rent stalemate by waging war,
both sides will suffer heavy losses,

What Next?

f: ! The issue of the Gyanvapi mosque has now become live and will likely
remain with us for years if not decades, just as Ayodhya did. What should
we anticipate? In an interview with the journalist Barkha Dutt, the

vice chancellor of Hyderabad’s National University of Law Faizan Mustafa

spoke about the legal issues at hand.

The core belief is that the Places of Worship Act, passed by the Parliament
during the heat of the Babri campaign, will protect the mosque in Kashi.
Mustafa said that this was not necessarily so. First, the Supreme Court
could strike down the Act because it does not permit judicial review. Meaning
judges were barred from adjudicating on any dispute on whether a place of
worship was really a mosque or temple or gurudwara or church instead of
what it was currently. This barring of judicial review went against what is
called the ‘basic structure’ doctrine, and on those grounds the Places of
Worship Act could be struck down. And from there, the Kashi dispute would
go into the same as the Ayodhya one did.

Perhaps it is, and for the purpose of try-
ing to understand events, let us assume that
this is the case. What follows from here is that we have to see what else
has been going around us and connect it to this fresh dispute in the court.
Since 2014 but especially since 2019 we have seen a slew of State actions
from the BJP that address Muslims. The criminalisation of Muslim divorce,
the gutting of Kashmir’s democracy and autonomy, the criminalisation
of the possession of beef, the ban on hijab, the ban on namaz in designated
spaces, the ban on Muslims vending near temples, the blaming of Muslims
for the spread of COVID-19, the use of bulldozers against mostly Muslim
homes and shops. These are the things that have kept this nation busy and
are what have made the news headlines in the last 36 months.

For us to engage with what Mustafa and Naqvi are saying, we have to as-
sume that all of the above are also the product of Hindu resentment that they
have been stuck with a secular State, and the product of their historical griev-
ance against the Mughals.

Is this the case? I do not want to answer this here but it would be interesting
/ for us to each ask ourselves what the core issue is, if there is a core issue.

The other thing to ask ourselves is whether, if we were to change the name
of our country officially and become the Hindu Rashtra, if the treatment
of Muslims and their inclusion in political power change. We accept that
at the moment no Muslim in India can aspire to be prime minister of

cently completed a bridge over
Pangong Lake - the site of past mil-
itary clashes - that promises to
strengthen its position in a dis-
puted area of India’s Ladakh re-
gion. It has also built roads and se-
curity installations on territory that
belongs to Bhutan, in order to
gain access to a particularly vul-
nerable section of India’s border
overlooking a narrow corridor

SPECTRUM

Torchbearers of India’s renaissance

usually below the threshold of
overt armed conflict. This enables
it to advance its strategic objectives,
including land grabs, incrementally.
Coercive bargaining and overt in-
timidation also help to overcome
resistance.

This salami-slicing strategy has
already enabled Chinese President
Xi Jinping to redraw the geopo-
litical map in the South China

the first clashes flared in May 2020,
Modi met with his Chinese coun-
terpart 18 times. Even a 2017 stand-
off on aremote Himalayan plateau
did not dissuade Modi from pur-
suing his appeasement policy.
Seeking to protect his image as
a strong leader, Modi has not ac-
knowledged the loss of Indian ter-
ritories. India’s media enables this
evasion by amplifying govern-

of the Communist Party of China,
he has little room to change course,
and the costs will continue to
mount.

The writer is Professor of
Strategic Studies at

the New Delhi-based Center
for Policy Research and a
Fellow at the Robert Bosch
Academy in Berlin.

©PROJECT SYNDICATE

India as Sunak or Javid can in the UK. Does changing the name of the coun- s we celebrate Raja Ram rounded by spiteful bellicoseneigh-  inality of Satyajit Ray are well  in Bengali, Mohan Rakesh in Hindji,
try also change the reality of this exclusion? Again, something for us to Mohan Ray’s 250th birthday ~ bours. He quotes Plato who wrote:  known, it would be interestingto  Vijay Tendulkar in Marathi and
think about. 22 May, the memoriesof his “What is honoured in a country study the contribution of Girish  Girish Karnad in Kannada. Karnad

Of course, there is also the problem of reducing everyone to their religious
identity and seeing society as Hindus and Muslims. Collective identity is the
sign of primitive societies. In democracy, the most important unit is the in-
dividual, who has rights that the State must respect. An individual is defined
as a single human being distinct from a group. Fundamental rights are ad-
dressed to the individual. In our Constitution equality cannot be denied to
“any person” (Article 14), the State cannot discriminate against “any citi-
zen” (Article 15).

These are the issues that are on the table. We have two well-meaning men
put forward what they think should be done in conciliatory terms. It would

pioneering contribution towards
socio-religious movement trickle in.
Ram Mohan Ray was a polyglot
who studied ancient texts like the
Vedas and Upanishads and also
Koran and Bible. It was he who
pleaded before the Viceroy for abo-
lition of pernicious practices of
Sati, child marriage and polygamy.
He also pleaded for inheritance

will be cultivated there.” Athens ho-
noured wisdom, it got Socrates;
Rome honoured power, it got the
Roman empire; Florence honoured
art, it got Leonardo da Vinci. Weiner
writes that 25 January 1504, a group
of famous artists like Leonardo,
Michelangelo, and Botticelli con-
gregated in Florence to choose a
suitable location to display the

Karnad, the last renaissance man
who died three years back. Girish
Karnad was born to a father who
married a widow which was op-
posed by the community, by fol-
lowing the rites of Arya Samaj.
He did his graduation from
Dharwad and subsequently MA in
Oxford as a Rhodes scholar. Just as
Florence was the epicentre of art,

shot to fame with his second play,
Tughlaq, written in 1964 about an
idealistic 14th century ruler who
shifted the capital from Delhi to
Daulatabad. He wanted to foster
Hindu-Muslim unity and secular-
ism. However, his decision became
catastrophic as he was not realis-
tic about the ground level diffi-
culty. Tughlaq was an allegory of

be good for the BJP, since it is in government and has been at the forefront SN Misra rights of women. The Brahmo city’s latest masterpiece created Dharwad was the confluence of the Nehru era which started with
of all the campaigns and laws and policies described here, to articulate Sabha which he created in 1828 by Michelangelo “David.” Though music where musicians with enormous hope for the Indian
what it wants. What is it that will put an end to the hostility and resentment IN THESE segued into the Brahmo Samaj theseartistshad intenserivalry,it Hindustani tradition usedtosing masses, petering out to disillu-
and violence? It would be good to know. TURBULENT TIMES movement with prominent ad-  did not stop them to celebrate the  along with Carnatic style. Nowon- sionment with his obsession for
Y herentslike Rabindranath Tagore  genius of an individual. Florence der it produced exceptional musi-  socialism and the Chinese deba-
THE VOICES OF  and Satyajit Ray, who can be con-  had the unique distinction of hav-  calmaestroslike Gangubai Hangal, ~cle of 1962. Karnad was raised in
sidered as the torchbearers of ingaworkshop whichwasmentored Mallikarjun Mansoor, Bhimsen aworld without electricity However,
W | S DO M CORN ER THESE India’s rena;ssance. ' by Verrocchjo which tyaiped the Joshi and Kumar Gandharva. It  he electrified India culturglly.

RENAISSANCE The genesis of renaissancecould  greatest artists of their time in-  also created a cultural glue when Tagore, the great renaissance
o . be traced to the Republic of Florence  cluding Leonardo. Interestingly, Bhimsen Joshi anoints Rashid son of India wrote that “the mind
b n the long run, the sharpest weapon of all is a kind and gentle spirit. MEN WOULD TAKE  which took decisive steps to tran- ~ Verrocchio believed that creativity Khan as his successor. Religion  should be without fear and the
ANNE FRANK US OUT FROM  Sit from the middle age to moder-  is not a free floating skill that can  never mattered to these masters  clear stream of reason must not lose
‘ ‘ Itis fatal to be a man or woman pure and simple: one must be a nity, by afloptlng new *ghlnkmg in  betaught. Verrocchio mer}tored his of music. o its way in the dreary desert sand
woman manly, or a man womanly. : THE TUNNEL  art, architecture, politics, science ~ students to develop thinking styles Girish Karnad’s contribution  of dead habits.” In these turbulent
’ VIRGINIA WOOLF OF HATRED. and literature. It has always been  and encourage them to find prob- as arenaissance man canbe seen times when religion is being used
’ an enigma why renaissance hap- lems. Leonardo was a problem as a great script writer, actor, di-  to divide the country, the voices of
‘ ‘ The smallest minority on earth is the individual. Those who deny BIGOTRY AND pened in the city qf qurencg aqd ﬁpder and hence he excc_a]led. Pablo rector, and activist. The SQs saw these renaissance men would hope-
individual rights cannot claim to be defenders of minorities. DIVISIVE POLITICS ?ot elsewhere. EI‘IS Weiner in his P1ce‘1‘sso, the great artist used to  the emergence of a rare film di-  fully resonate and take us out from
AYN RAND ascinating book “Geography of say “computers are stupid because  rector Satyajit Ray, with his Apu  the tunnel of hatred, bigotry and

the Genius” writes how Florence they give only answers.” Trilogy (1955-1959). The 1960s saw  divisive politics.
was swampy, malarial and prone to While the genius of therise of great script writers in The writer teaches
bubonic plague. It was also sur- Rabindranath Tagoreand theorig- India; with Badal Sarkar, writing constitutional law.

WORDSWORTH

m Sycophant

hat’s the English translation of the original classical Greek word

sukophantes, which comes from sukon, a fig, and phainein, to show.
The Greek word meant an informer, or a false accuser, but the association
with figs is less than obvious. One theory has it that it relates to a period
when the exportation of figs from ancient Athens was prohibited by law,
something we know about from the writings of Plutarch. So the word could
refer to somebody who informed on those who broke the law in this way.
But there’s no evidence and modern scholars dismiss it. A better
explanation is that giving someone the fig is an ancient expression for the
obscene gesture of putting the thumb between two fingers. (The word for
fig in Greek, Italian, English and other languages has long been a low slang

etters

TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa POST
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@
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words). Contributors are

Pollution in India

Sir, According to a study published in The Lancet Planetary Health, pollution
was responsible for 2.4 million deaths in India and of these deaths in 2019, air
pollution accounted for 16.7 lakh deaths - the highest by any country. Further,
more than 5 lakh lives were lost in the country due to water pollution, followed
by occupational pollution (more than one lakh) and lead exposure (over two lakh).
The report states that although the number of deaths from pollution sources as-
sociated with extreme poverty (such as indoor air pollution and water pollution)
have decreased, these reduction are offset by increased deaths attributable to
industrial population (such as ambient air pollution and chemical pollution).
It is also reported that between 2000 and 2019, economic losses caused by mod-

Undemocratic policy

Sir, The statement made by the Union Home Minister dur-
ing the 37th meeting of the Parliamentary Official Language
Committee in New Delhi pitching for Hindi as the only of-
ficial language of India, and also a lingua franca is in con-
travention of the policy statement made by then PM
Jawaharlal Nehru in 1963 in Parliament that along with Hindi
English also will remain the official language of India.
The same standpoint was also reiterated by then PM Lal
Bahadur Shastri. Now the HM is attempting to reverse it
by abandoning English and imposing Hindi. In a multilingual

Secondly, the Parliament had the right to repeal the Places of Worshiplaw, | | ... ... dreds of square miles of the bor- President Xi Jinping has picked a border fight  with no victor emerging.
and indeed some in the BJP have been asking for this to happen. Given the derlands in its Ladakh region. i In other words, Xihas picked a
current numbers in Parliament, this is entirely possible. Mustafa then said Brahm Chellaney This triggered a series of mili- ﬂ.]at he can n.o t win, and. tr.a nsformed border fight that he cannot win, and
that there was no real legal cover for Muslims and they should instead try tary clashes, which resulted in a pfeVlOUSW conciliato ry India into a |0n9-term transformed a conciliatory India
reconciliation with Hindus. Meaning that they , China’s first combat deaths in foe. This amounts to an even bigger into along-term foe. This amounts
should voluntarily give up some mosques so as CHINA'S over four decades, and triggered . . . . to an even bigger miscalculation
to end the issue once and for all. EXPANSIONISM the fastest-ever rival troop buildup miscalculation than Prime Minister than Modi’s policy incoherence.

Something similar, though on a different RELIES ON in the Himalayan region. Narendra Modi’s failure to see it coming The price China will pay for Xi’s
subject, was suggested by the journalist Saeed India’s counterattacks eventu- mistake will far outweigh the per-
Naqvi, with whom I had a discussion a few DECEPTION ally drove the PLA back from some ceived benefits of some stealthy
days ago at the Bangalore International Centre. 4 areas, and the two sides agreed land grabs.
Nagvi felt that Hindus were upset that while STEALTH, AND to transform two battlegrounds ~ known as the “Chicken Neck,”  Sea. And the terrestrial application Inasense, China’s territorial ex-
Pakistan got an Islamic state, India remained into buffer zones. But, over the  which connects its far northeast of this approach being deployed pansionism represents a shrewder;
secular. If India were to be made a Hindu SURPRISE, AND last 15months, little progresshas  to the heartland. against India, Bhutan,and Nepal  broader, and slower version of
Rashtra formally, then that sense of grievance ON APPARENT been made to defuse tensions in All of this, China hopes, will  isprovingjustasdifficulttocounter. ~ Russia’s conventional war on
in Hindus would vanish. He said that it might other areas. With tens of thou- enableittodictatetermstoIndia: As India is learning firsthand, Ukraine - and could provoke a
even be better for India, and pointed to the INDIFFERENCE sands of Chineseand Indiantroops  accept the new status quo, with  countries have virtually no op- similar international backlash
United Kingdom which officially is a kingdom Aakar Patel TO THE RISKS OF standing virtually at attention Chinakeepingthe territoryithas tions other than the use of force. against Xi’s neo-imperial agenda.
with an Anglican ruler, but where figures like along the long-disputed border,a  grabbed, or risk a full-scale war in One thing is certain: simply  Already, China’s aggression has
Rishi Sunak and Sajid Javid could aspireto  Collective identity MILITARY  military stalemate has emerged. ~ which Chinahasmaximiseditsad- hoping that China will stop en-  prompted Indo-Pacific powers to
high office, unlike India. is the sian of ESCALATION But stalemate is not stagna- vantage. China’s expansionism croachingonIndian territorywill — strengthen their military capa-

Both Mustafa and Nagvi are well-meaning, Lo g g . tion. China has continued toalter  relies on deception, stealth, andsur-  do India little good. Afterall, India  bilities and cooperation, including
knowledgeable and experienced. It would pr|m|t|ve societies. the Himalayan landscaperapidly — prise, and on apparent indiffer- got into this situation precisely — with the United States. All of this
not be appropriate to dismiss what they are In demo cracy and profoundly in its favour, in-  ence to the risks of military es- because its political and military  will undercut Xi’s effort to fashion
saying and we would do well to contemplate . ! cluding by establishing 624 mili- calation. The aim of its leadership failed to take heed of a Sino-centric Asiaand, ultimately;
the meaning of their words. I wanted to look the most im po rtant tarised border villages —mirror-  brinkmanship is to confoundthe China’s military activities near  achieve China’s goal of global pre-
at the other aspect here. Is the assumption that unitis the ing its strategy of creating other side’s deterrence strategy thefrontier. Onthe contrary, while  eminence.
Hindus feel grievance against their own T artificial militarised islands in  and leave it with no real options.  China was laying the groundwork Ximight recognise that he has
Constitution? And secondly, is the histori- |nd|V|duaI, who the South China Sea - and con- Chinalearned from itsstrategic ~ for its territorial grabs, Indian made a strategic blunder in the
cal sense of grievance behind whatis  has rights that the structing new warfare infra- folly of invading Vietnamin1979  Prime Minister Narendra Modi  Himalayas. But, at a time when he

. happening in Kashi and what happened State must respect structure near the frontier. and has become adept at waging  was bending over backwards to  is preparing to secure a prece- -
7~ in Ayodhya? P Aspart of thiseffort, Chinare- asymmetric or hybrid warfare, befriend Xi. In the five yearsbefore  dent-defying third term as leader \

term for the female genitals, from a supposed resemblance.) It could be requested to send their u ern forms of pollution -- ambient, chemical and lead - have increased and are  country like India imposition of Hindi on non-Hindi speak- -
that the Greek word referred to the action of an informer figuratively (so to contact numbers and full o now conservatively estimated to amount to approximately 1% of GDPinIndia.  ing people is highly undemocratic and unacceptable. Also g
speak) giving the fig to the criminals he informed against. When postal address/email ID. They may also 6 peport says that India has made efforts to control air pollution especially  as English is a window for Indians to acquire the latestad- ¢

sycophant first appeared in English in the sixteenth century it had this
original meaning of an informer, but quickly moved through a sense of
someone who bears tales to a person of higher status to its modern sense.
This the big Oxford English Dictionary explains in one of its better
definitions as “A mean, servile, cringing, or abject flatterer; a parasite,
toady, lickspittle.”

send in their valuable comments, opinion

and suggestions, preferably by email,
to: edit@orissapost.com

Orissa

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

inating global pollution rankings.

with the ambitious PM Ujjwala Yojana, a scheme launched in 2016 to help poor
rural women shift to cooking gas, but gaps remain. India has developed in-
struments and regulatory powers to mitigate pollution sources but there is no
centralised system to drive pollution control efforts and achieve substantial im-
provements. It is unfortunate to know that Indian cities have been routinely dom-
Hitesh Kumar Parida, PANIKOILI

vanced knowledge in all fields, common masses in India have
realised the necessity of learning English. Since BJP came
to power it has been attempting to implement its slogan ‘Hindi
Hindu Hindustan’ and divide the people of the country on —
communal, lingual and regional lines.

Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR
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transition,
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their safety concerns, ”“"
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SHORT TAKES

M Akali leader dead
Chandigarh: Veteran Akali
leader and former Punjab
Agriculture Minister Tota Singh
passed away in Chandigarh
Saturday after a prolonged
illness, the family said. He was
80. Singh was a sitting
member of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC). He
suffered from pneumonia last
year that infected his lungs.
Tota Singh was a trusted

} person of former Chief

Minister Parkash Singh Badal

and is credited with making

English a compulsory subject

from Class 1 in government
schools.
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m 1dead, 2injured

New Delhi: A 35-year-old man
was killed while two others
suffered injuries after a roof
collapsed in the national
capital's Dwarka area
Saturday, a Fire Department
official said. The official
informed that they received a
} call at 2.18 p.m. about the
incident from the DDA flats in
Sector 23, Dwarka following
which three rescue units were
immediately pressed into
service. The incident took
place while digging the
foundation for a house.

......................................

M 10 hurtin accident

Jammu: Ten people were
injured Saturday when a
passenger bus met with an
accident in Jammu and
Kashmir's Ramban district.
The police said, "A passenger
vehicle met with an accident
near Parnote in which 10
persons were injured. They
have been shifted to the
district hospital in Ramban.
The vehicle was on its way
from Ramban to Sangaldan."

......................................

m One arrested

Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh Police
Saturday claimed to have
arrested one more person in
connection with the incident of
killing three cops by a group of
alleged poachers in Guna
district, taking the count of
those arrested in the case so
far to five. Three accused have
so far been killed and five
others have been arrested.

......................................

m CBI files fresh FIR

Kolkata: TheCBI has filed a
fresh FIR in connection with the
West Bengal School Service
Commission (WBSSC)
recruitment scam against five
erstwhile top officials of
WBSSC, all of whom were
members of then education
minister Partha Chatterjee
appointed screening
committee. Highly-placed CBI
sources said that since a
Calcutta High Court appointed
judicial committee has already
termed the formation of the
screening committee as illegal
and also said there are enough
reasons to believe that the
members of the said committee
were responsible for the
paperwork done for merit list
} fudging, the central agency felt
it necessary to file a fresh FIR
against these five individuals.
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‘ ‘ Fights and tourism
are not (signs of)

normalcy. Normalcy is that
there should be no fear and
terror. Kashmiri Pandits

should not run away. They are

ready to leave their jobs. Is

NGT DIRECTIVE

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed a joint panel
to ascertain facts and take
remedial action on a plea alleging
unregulated drawing of water

this normalcy?

OMAR ABDULLAH | FORMER J&K CM
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from Mussoorie lake, and causing
it potential damage

BJP’s ‘deep state’ chewing India: Rahul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 21: The "deep
state" in India is "chewing" the
Indian state much like in Pakistan,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has
said in a frontal attack on the Modi
government, provoking a pre-
dictable backlash Saturday from the
ruling party which branded him a
"part-time, immature, unsuccess-
ful leader" who betrayed the coun-
try with his remarks made on for-
eign soil.

During an interactive session
at the Tdeas for India' conference
in London Friday, Rahul Gandhi not
only mounted a scathing attack
on the BJP government but also ex-
tended an olive branch to regional
parties who he had angered with
his comment that they were not
capable of taking on the saffron
party for want of ideology.

In a blistering assault, Rahul
said the soul of India is under at-
tack from the BJP and "a soul with-
out a voice means nothing and

what has happened is that India's
voice has been crushed".

He alleged India's voice has been
crushed by the institutional frame-
work of the country itself which
is becoming parasitical."So, the
deep state, the CBI, the ED, isnow
chewing the Indian state and eat-
ing it, much like in Pakistan," he
asserted.

An angry BJP shot back Saturday;

RESCUE OPERATION ENDS

J&K tunnel collapse:
Death toll rises to ten

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Banihal/Jammu, May 21: Nine
bodies were pulled out from the
rubble of a landslide which hit
one end of an under-construction
tunnel on the Jammu-Srinagar
national highway two days ago,
taking the death toll in the incident
to 10 Saturday, officials said.

With the bodies of all the miss-
ing workers recovered, the two-
day rescue operation ended late
Saturday evening. Three persons
who survived were taken to hospital
by the rescuers shortly after the in-
cident on the intervening of
Thursday and Friday. Earlier, the
officials had said that a portion of
the under-construction tunnel at
Khooni Nallah in Ramban district
collapsed soon after the work on the
project started.

But on Saturday; the deputy com-
missioner of Ramban Mussarat
Islam quoted the National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI) to say
that alandslide had hit the mouth
of the adit tunnel to T4. "As clari-
fied by NHAI it is informed that
there is no tunnel collapse near
Khooni Nallah. A slide occurred on
the mouth of the adit tunnel to T4
on Thursday night under which a
labourer component of
Concessionaire Company was work-
ing. Operation continues," Islam

THREE PERSONS WHO SURVIVED
WERE TAKEN TO HOSPITAL BY
THE RESCUERS SHORTLY AFTER
THE INCIDENT ON THE
INTERVENING OF THURSDAY
AND FRIDAY

OFFICIALS SAID THAT ON
SATURDAY, ANOTHER BODY WAS
PULLED OUT AFTER SEVERAL
HOURS OF INTENSE SEARCH

tweeted.

The body of one person was re-
covered on Friday, while three oth-
ers, including two locals, were res-
cued and are stable. Officials said
that on Saturday, another body was
pulled out after several hours of in-
tense search. It took the rescuers
over two hours to pull out the body
from under the rocks.

Eight more bodies were later
pulled out and shifted to hospital,
the officials said, adding the labour-
ers were crushed to death by the
falling boulders. "Bodies of all the
missing workers were recovered
from the scene of the landslide
outside the mouth of adit tunnel
during the day-long hectic search
by the rescuers. While one body
was recovered on Friday and three
rescued, nine more bodies were
found on Saturday," the deputy
commissioner said.

® n a blistering assault,
Rahul said the soul of
India is under attack
from the BJP and "a
soul without a voice
means nothing and
what has happened is
that India's voice has
been crushed"

B An angry BJP shot back
Saturday, accusing
Rahul Gandhi of
harming India in his
"hate" against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

It is the Congress which
has been carrying
kerosene to incite riots
since the 1984 anti-Sikh riots

GAURAV BHATIA | BJP SPOKESPERSON

accusing Rahul Gandhi of harm-
ing India in his "hate" against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
and alleged his frequent critical

remarks about the country from for-
eign soil amounted to "betrayal".

BJP spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
launched a sharp attack on the
Congress leader for his remarks at
the London event where Rahul ac-
cused the ruling party of spread-
ing "kerosene all over the country,
you need one spark and we will be
in big trouble".

“It is the Congress which has
been carrying kerosene to incite
riots since the 1984 anti-Sikh riots,
he alleged, dubbing Rahul Gandhi
a "part-time, immature, unsuc-
cessful leader of a hopeless
Congress" who has often spoken
negatively about the country in
foreign places like the US, the
UK and Singapore.

"He keeps making such com-
ments frequently and it will not
be wrong to say that this amounts
to betraying the country," Bhatia
said. At the 'Ideas for India' con-
ference organised by non-profit
think-tank Bridge India, Gandhi
was at pains to explain away his

Homeless people rest under a bridge on a hot day in New Delhi

remarks targeting the regional
parties, saying the Congress re-
spects them and does not want to
play "the Big Daddy".

The former Congress chief as-
serted his party will coordinate
with regional outfits to launch a
nationwide movement against
the ruling dispensation and reach
out to people in a big way. "We
have to coordinate with our
friends in the opposition. I don't
view the Congress as the 'Big
Daddy'. It is a group effort with
the opposition. But it is a fight to
regain India," he said at the con-
clave. A video of the event was re-
leased by the Congress Saturday.

"The point I made in Udaipur,
which was misconstrued, is that
this is an ideological battle now.
Itis anational ideological battle,
which means that of course we
respect the DMK as a Tamil po-
litical organisation, but the
Congress is the party that has the
ideology at the national level,"
Rahul Gandhi said.

PTIPHOTO

Complaint against former NRC head

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Guwahati, May 21: The Assam
National Registrar of Citizens
(NRC) authority has filed an FIR
against former NRC coordinator
in the state Prateek Hajela, an
official said.

The FIR also names some other
officials and staff who were in-
volved in the NRC updating exer-
cise in Assam. Hitesh Dev Sarma,
the current NRC state coordina-
tor has accused Hajela and others
of criminal and anti-national ac-
tivities. A case was registered in the
CID department of the state.

Dev Sarma has narrated the de-
tails in his complaint letter to the
Superintendent of Police, CID, to sup-
port his claim. The letter states that
in the NRC updating exercise, the
"Family Tree Matching" procedure
was adopted to check fraudulent
practices used to make false linkage
claims with persons residing in
Assam in the pre-1971 era.

Since the NRC updating exer-
cise involved large manpower, there
was a provision for the quality
checks to avoid erroneous entries
in the NRC before the 'Family Tree
Matching' was introduced. But,
the procedure did not have any

quality check system.

The NRC authority has also done
some sample surveys in three places
in the state to gauge the effect of an
absence of quality checks. They
found a good number of erroneous
entries in the NRC list.

Dev Sarma says the software
was deliberately designed to
avoid quality checks. He accused
Hajela of intentionally doing
this which in turn gave free hands
to some officials for including
doubtful citizens in the NRC list.
According to Dev Sarma, this
can be seen as an anti-national
act affecting national security.

Shiv Sena concerned over fate of Congress

SENA'S ANXIETY FOR THE CONGRESS - A RULING MAHA VIKAS AGHADI (MVA) ALLY IN MAHARASHTRA - CAME ON A CRUCIAL DAY
WHEN THE GRAND OLD PARTY WAS OBSERVING THE DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LATE FORMER PRIME MINISTER RAJIV GANDHI

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, May 21: In a strong cri-
tique, the Shiv Sena Saturday ex-
pressed deep concern over the fate
of the Congress which it said is
'leaking' badly with so many lead-
ers deserting the party.

"The Congress' condition is like
acloudburst. The problem is where
to put the patch and seal it. The leaks
started on the concluding day of the
party's recent Chintan Shivir in
Rajasthan," the Sena said.

Sena's anxiety for the Congress
-aruling Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
ally in Maharashtra - came on a cru-
cial day when the grand old party
was observing the death anniver-
sary of the late former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

It pointed out how the party lost
leaders like Sunil Jakhar, Hardik
Patel and in the past Jyotiraditya
Scindia and Jitin Prasada, yet - de-

spite the outflow - everyone in
Congress talks of 'reviving' the
party.

Sunil Jakhar - the son of a vet-
eran Congress leader from Punjab,
the late Balram Jakhar - led the
Punjab Congress for years, but re-
cently he was sidelined and need-
less importance was given to a new
entrant Navjot Singh Sidhdu, the
Sena said.

Before deserting the Congress for
Bharatiya Janata Party, a hurt
Sunil Jakhar asked: "I was only
speaking in the interest of Punjab
and the nation. The Congress tried
to suppress my voice and gave me
anotice. What did they achieve?"
said the edits in the Sena newspa-
pers 'Saamana' and 'Dopahar Ka
Saamana'.

"The Congress nurtured the lead-
ers like Jakhar, Madhavrao Scindia
and Jitendra Prasada, and even
did a lot for their children Sunil,

Jyotiraditya and Jitin, but the1r
political ambitions were bigger
than their fathers, and the Congress
proved too small in comparison.
They quit the Congress though it
needed them in the crisis," said
the Sena.

This, the Sena avers, points toa
failure of the Congress leadership
itself and expressed apprehension
"what if the youth of the country
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do not see their future in the
Congress", especially when it does
not even have a full time president
since some time now and ditto is
the scene in states like Uttar
Pradesh. Though certain positive
decisions were taken at the Chintan
Shivir, the issue of Congress lead-
ership remains in the dark, noted
the Sena edits.

In states where elections are

due, leaders with a good public
image should have been handled
well by the Congress. However, due
to Sidhu, the Congress lost Punjab
and Jakhar also left, Patel was not
allowed to work as the Working
President of Gujarat Congress,
and he says his hands and feet tied
in the race by the directionless
party, and he also quit.

While leaving, Patel gave his
piece of mind saying whenever
the country needs them most the
Congress 'leadership' is abroad,
nothing will be achieved by abus-
ing Ambani-Adani as every youth
in Gujarat wants to emulate them,
etc, said the Sena on the exit.

With Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the BJP fully geared for
2024 elections, the 'leaking emer-
gency' continues in the Congress,
which doesn't augur well for par-
liamentary democracy, warned the
Sena.

Hectic schedule
ahead for Modi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 21: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will have
23 engagements, including meetings
with three world leaders, in around
40 hours of stay in Japan where he
will join US President Joe Biden and

.

Prime Ministers of Australia and
Japan at the Quad summit in Tokyo
on May 24, official sources said.

They said Modi during his visit
will have business, diplomatic and
community interactions. He will in-
teract with at least 36 Japanese
CEOs and also with hundreds of
Indian diaspora members.

The prime minister will spend
one night in Tokyo and two nights
in the plane travelling, the sources
said. Modi will have bilateral talks
with Biden and his Japanese coun-
terpart Fumio Kishida during the
summit which is taking place amid
the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
He will also hold a bilateral meet-
ing with his Australian counterpart.

While announcing the prime
minister's participation in the sum-
mit, the External Affairs Ministry
had said, "At the invitation of Prime
Minister of Japan Fumio Kishida,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will participate in the third Quad
Leaders' Summit in Tokyo on 24
May 2022 along with President

e

Joseph R Biden Jr. Of the USand

the Prime Minister of Australia."

The forthcoming Quad sum-
mit provides an opportunity for
the leaders to exchange views
about developments in the Indo-
Pacific region and contemporary
global issues of mutual interest,
the MEA had said.

FOETUS FOUND
IN DUSTBIN

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Noida, May 21: Noida Police have
found a four-month old foetus at a
hotel in the city; a police official said
on Saturday, adding that a probe is
underway. According to the offi-
cial, the foetus was found on May
18 inside the dustbin at hotel Town
Oyo in Sector 71, Noida.

During preliminary medical ex-
amination, the foetus was found to
be female. "We got the intimation
about it from the hotel staff about
a fetus lying inside one of their
rooms. The sanitation staff found
it while cleaning the room," the
official said.

It was learnt that a man and a
woman were staying there, however,
they had checked out from the
room before the discovery of the foe-
tus. "We have examined CCTV
footage in which the duo is seen in-
side the hotel. However, their iden-
tity is yet to be revealed as they
had given fake Aadhaar Cards to
the hotel staff," the official said.

The police have not registered
any FIR in this connection as the
medical report of the foetus is still
awaited. The report is of vital im-
portance as it would further de-
cide whether the following act of re-
moval of the foetus is any cognizable
offence or not.

The medical report by the Chief
Medical Officer is expected to ar-
rive by Saturday. According to the
Indian law, a woman can decide
to go for abortion till the 20th week
of her pregnancy, subject to the
opinion of a registered medical
practitioner.

India decriminalised abortion
in 1971 and in 2021, there was a
further amendment to the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy, making
safe abortion accessible to all
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women (in case contraceptives fail) ——

and to women with gestation period
of foetus up to 20 weeks.




J&K Cong to hold its
own ‘chintan shivir’
in Patnitop June 1, 2

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, May 21: Jammu and
Kashmir Pradesh Congress
Committee president GA Mir
Saturday said a two-day meet will
be held next month to discuss the
strategy to strengthen the party
in the Union Territory.

Mir made the announcement at
ameeting held at the party head-
quarters here to pay tributes to
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi on his 31st death anniver-
sary, a party spokesperson said.

Senior AICC leader and former
Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad
also attended the meeting amid re-
ports that he would get a key role
ahead of the next assembly polls
likely to be held later this year.

Azad’s supporters including
many former ministers and legis-
lators have, in the past, voiced re-

Kashmiri Pandit employees shout slogans during a protest march over the killing of Rahul Bhat and other demands, at Lal Chowk in Srinagar

sentments against Mir, seeking his
removal besides making Azad the
party chief ministerial candidate
in J&K.

“It is time to pay back to the
party and strengthen it, which is
the need of the nation. The party
leaders should rise above their
self-interest and work for strength-
ening the party as resolved in the
Udaipur Chintan Shivar,” Mir said,
addressing the condolence meeting.

He announced that a similar
‘Shivar’ of J&K Congress leaders
would be held at Patni top in
Udhampur district June 1 and 2
to discuss the strategy for strength-
ening the party.

Azad, in his address, asked the
party cadres to work for peace and
harmony and to strengthen the
party to fight “communal and di-
visive forces” and defeat the “pol-
itics of hate”.

“The strength of the nation lies
in its unity in diversity and the
spread of hate in society is weak-
ening the nation,” Azad said, adding
the Congress and its leadership
always promoted religious broth-
erhood and harmony in the society
as “Hindu-Muslim-Sikh unity is
very vital for the strength of our
pluralistic nation”.

Azad recalled the contributions
of Rajiv Gandhi as prime minister
on various fronts, especially in the
field of science and technology
and the Panchayati Raj system in
the country.
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TN reports 1st case of
Omicron BA.4 variant

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, May 21: Tamil Nadu
has reported its first case of
Omicron BA.4 variant after a
teenager was tested Covid-19 pos-
itive recently and the health de-
partment Saturday appealed mem-
bers of the public ‘not to panic’
following the identification of the
new variant.

Tamil Nadu Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Ma
Subramanian said the 19-year-old
woman detected with the new vari-
ant was visited by top health offi-
cials Friday. She has recovered
and was doing fine, he said.

Those who came in contact with
her were not affected. Heath
Secretary J Radhakrishnan and
senior department officials vis-
ited her Friday night and she was
fine. She was fully vaccinated.
“That is why, to protect oneself
from any kind of coronavirus vari-
ant, we appeal members of the
public to make use of the vacci-
nation camp scheduled to be held

June 12,” Subramanian told re-
porters.

A release by the Directorate of
Public Health and Preventive
Medicine said a total of 3,328 sam-
ples were subjected to ‘Whole
Genome Sequencing’ between
January and May 2022 and 96 per
cent of the variant was detected to
be of Omicron.

While BA .2 variant was widely
reported, BA.1 variant of Omicron
was also reported in some sam-
ples collected, the release said.

It also pointed out that the ma-
jority of Covid-19 cases reported
at Indian Institute of Technology,
Madras and Sri Sathya Medical
College near here were a cluster of
Covid-19 cases comprising
BA.2 variant.

The teenager’s family was living
in a gated residential community
at Navalur on the famous Old
Mahabalipuram Road, Chennai.
The mother and daughter devel-
oped mild flu-like illness May 4
and turned out to be Covid-19 pos-
itive after undergoing an RT-PCR
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Rahul Bhat's killing: Kashmiri Pandits take out protest march

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, May 21: The busy Lal
Chowk city centre Saturday re-
verberated with slogans like ‘We
want justice’ and Administration
haye haye’ (down with adminis-
tration) as scores of Kashmiri
Pandits took out a protest march
against the killing of Rahul Bhat,

officials said.

The members of the commu-
nity assembled near Bund in Lal
Mandi area of the city and held a
puja in the Jhelum river for Bhat,
who was shot dead by terrorists in-
side the Tehsil office in Budgam dis-
trict’s Chadoora town May 12.

Soon after the puja culminated,
the protesters began a march to-

TN to start Climate Smart Villages
as part of Climate Change mission

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, May 21: The state of
Tamil Nadu will focus on creating
Climate Smart Villages in 2022-23
financial year as part of its Climate
Change Mission.

The idea of the mission is to un-
derstand the challenges and vul-
nerability faced by the village com-
munities during climate change.

The state will develop future so-
lutions to build climate resilience
and increase adaptation and mit-
igation measures based on how
the local community is adapting to
challenges and their vulnerabilities.

It is to be noted that the state
has earmarked Rs 77 crore for the
Climate Change Mission and a por-
}-tion of this budget amount will be
used for creating Climate Smart
Villages and to do a focused study

on these villages.

Sources in the Tamil Nadu Forest
and Environment Department told
TANS that around Rs 50 crores will
be spent for the rehabilitation of
coastal habitats for climate change
adaptations. The department is
planning to create bio shields by
planting cashew, palmyrah and ca-
suarina trees as also mangrove
plantations in coastal districts of the
state. This is for reduction of soil
erosion, salinity control and im-
provement of biodiversity. The for-
est and environment department
will also focus on enhancing the
growth of seagrass and coral reefs
as they support marine biodiversity:

In another interesting develop-
ment, the environment depart-
ment will take up two temples for
climate proofing, one at Chennai
and the other at Madurai.

wards Lal Chowk.

After reaching Lal Chowk, the
protesters held a sit-in near the fa-
mous clock tower.

The protesters demanded jus-
tice for Bhat and raised slogans
against the administration. They
also demanded strict action against
the Kkillers of Bhat and the au-
thorities in Budgam.

Gujjars, Bakerwals recognised for politi

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar, May 21: The criterion
for a people’s government is in-
clusive governance. It minimises
the alienation of minorities and
strengthens the faith of citizens.

In J&K, the Delimitation
Commission has proposed nine
seats to be reserved for Scheduled
Tribes of Jammu and Kashmir
from the next election aimed at
their equal representation and em-
powerment, ending a saga of dis-
crimination against the least priv-
ileged sect of the Union Territory:.

Under the Reorganisation Act
2019, the Centre has granted Political
Reservation to J&K tribes partic-
ularly the Gujjars and Bakerwals
in Panchayat level bodies.

A total of 1,532 Panchs and 102
Sarpanchs have been elected under
the ST category across the UT.
Under Block Development Councils,

The protesters also demanded
that Kashmiri Pandits employees
who got jobs under the prime min-
ister’s package be relocated.

Protests have been held at sev-
eral places in Jammu and Kashmir
over the Kkilling of Bhat as well as
the failure of the administration
to provide security to Kashmiri
Pandit employees.

66 BDC Chairmen have been nom-
inated under ST reservation.

In the district-level election of
District Development Council mem-
bers, 43 tribal members have been
selected as DDC members.

In line with the Panchayati Raj
Act, the District Development
Council will be headed by a
Chairman and currently, Poonch,
Rajouri, and Anantnag are com-
manded by three Gujjar chairper-
sons. Further for STs, seats have
been reserved in Municipal
Councils and other bodies.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha has recently launched the
‘Smart Schools’ Project in
Jammu and Kashmir to benefit
tribal communities.

It aims to modernise 200 schools
in tribal areas by the end of 2022.
Since last year the number of mo-
bile schools for the children of
Gujjar and Bakarwal communi-

test. The mother was detected with
the BA.2 sub-lineage of the coro-
navirus variant while the daugh-
ter had BA.4 variant when the re-
sults of the samples collected from
them were released May 19, the
release said.

They were self-isolated in their
house and became alright within
three days of their illness. Full
vaccination has helped them to
recover quickly and resume rou-
tine work after seven days of
their illness, it said.

The patients did not under-
take any travelling and no new
Covid-19 cases were reported in
the residential community, it
said.

While the identification of the
BA.4 Omicron sub-variant is not
acause of any immediate panic,
it is more a reminder to continue
the focus on eligible persons get-
ting completely vaccinated and the
need to continue to follow Covid-
appropriate behaviour in crowded
areas, the release said.

Subramanian after inspecting
ablock which was earlier planned
to be converted into a geriatric
ward at the King Institute of
Preventive Medicine and Research
said the ward would be put in
for service, after the officials of
the public works department in-
spect the quality of the building.

He also warned that the gov-
ernment would take action
against those officials, if there was
any discrepancy found in the
construction.
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River cleaning scheme
in TN non-starter for

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, May 21: The prestigious
river cleaning programme
Nadanthaai Vaazhi Cauvery scheme
of the Tamil Nadu government
has turned out to be a non-starter
for want of funds from the Jal
Shakti Ministry.

The state water resources de-
partment had planned to rejuvenate
the Cauvery and its tributaries in
Tamil Nadu and also curb sewage
pollution bringing it under the
Nadanthaai Vaazhi
Cauvery scheme.

The state government, according
to a senior official with the Water
resources department, had sub-
mitted a report to the ministry of
Jal Shakti in 2019 with an esti-
mated project cost of Rs 11,250
crore to be included under the
Namami Gange Scheme of the
Union government.

However, sources in the state
water resources department told
TANS that even though the Detailed

funds

S

ted in 2019, officials from the cen-
tral ministry visited for inspection
only in March 2022. The officials also
directed the state water resources
department to alter the DPR.

RK Ravidurai, a social activist
and river protection crusader from
Coimbatore while speaking to IJANS
said, “The project has to be com-
pleted as early as possible. The
waste that is being dumped into the
Cauvery from textile industries in
Western Tamil Nadu is bringing a
slow death to the river. Farmers who
are at the tail end are not able to use
the water for farming purposes
due to high pollution in the river.
The state government must coor-
dinate with the Central Jal Shakti
Ministry and sort out the techni-
cal issues and clear the project.”

Sources in the state water re-
sources department told JANS that
the state government was plan-
ning to implement the project in two
phases once the funds are allocated
from the Jal Shakti ministry.

— Nooleorstate |}
Tourism boom in J&K due

to scorching heat, says Azad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, May 21: Veteran Congress
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad Saturday
said the current tourism boom in
Jammu and Kashmir is due to the
rising temperature in the rest of the
country and not because of any
improved situation in the
Union territory.

Azad made the assertion, reit-
erating his stand on the
Delimitation Commission report,
saying that “the tailor-made re-
port is in contradiction with the
ground realities”.

Azad, the former J&K chief min-
ister, called for united efforts to
finish militancy and also urged
the government to accept the gen-
uine demands of vulnerable sec-
tions of the society to ensure that
they are not put in harm’s way.

“The government should not be
happy over the increase in tourist ar-
rivals (in Kashmir) and link it with
the (improved) situation,” he said.

“I give full credit for the tourism
boom to the almighty as the rising
temperatures in Delhi and the rest
of the country prompted people
to look for cooler environs in
Kashmir, Shimla and elsewhere,”
Azad told reporters here.

Azad reached Jammu on a two-
day visit and presided over a func-
tion at the party headquarters to
pay tributes to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his death
anniversary. He is scheduled to re-
turn to Srinagar Sunday:.

ties living in the higher peaks of
J&K’s Rajouri and Reasi were in-
creased. The Indian Army also vol-
unteered to provide tuition classes
in remote villages.

The regime has launched
schemes such as Tribal Tourist
Villages, Tribal Self Help Groups,
Tribal model villages, and TRIFED
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Flanked by senior leaders in-
cluding J&K Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC) president GA
Mir and working president Raman
Bhalla, Azad said the mercury in
Delhi touched 49.9 degrees Celsius
and it was hovering between 47
and 48 degrees C in most parts of
the country.

The people started fleeing to hill
stations even ready to spend their
time in tents or on roads to beat the
heat, he added. “There isno role of
the state in the increased tourist foot-
fall (in Kashmir),” he said.

The veteran Congress leader ex-
pressed concern over the growing ter-
ror activities in Kashmir and said “we
all need to join hands to finish mil-
itancy (in Jammu and Kashmir)”.

“The genuine demands of the
vulnerable sections of the society,
whether they are Kashmiri pandits,
Sikhs or Muslims who are on the
hitlist (of terrorists) should be ac-
cepted. We should not put them in
harm’s way,” he said.

Asked about the Delimitation

initiatives for JKUT tribes, pro-
moting forest products, formation
of 1500 mini sheep farms for sus-
tenance, and creating 16 new milk
villages to engage at least 2,000
youngsters in the dairy sector,
among others.

The Governor has floated an im-
portant project for the transhu-

Commission report which took ef-
fect in Jammu and Kashmir with
the issuance of anotification by the
Union law ministry Friday, Azad
said he and other Congress leaders
have made it clear that they are
not satisfied with the report which
contradicts the ground realities.

“It is a tailor-made report and pre-
pared in such a way to benefit some
and cause loss to whom they intend
to,” the Congress leader said.

The panel’s two orders -- one of
March 14 dealing with the num-
ber of constituencies reserved for
various categories and the second
one of May 5 dealing with the size
of each constituency -- came into
effect together from May 20.

The Commission’s report will
form the basis for future assembly
polls in the Union territory. The de-
limitation panel had given six ad-
ditional assembly seats to the Jammu
region and one to Kashmir Valley
and brought areas of Rajouri and
Poonch under the Anantnag par-
liamentary seat. Jammu division will
now have 43 assembly seats and
Kashmir 47 in the 90-member house.

In response to a question on the
row over the use of speakers at re-
ligious places, Azad said the aim be-
hind the campaign was to weaken
the “ideology of tolerance” to cre-
ate arift in society. “The controversy
was meant to weaken this ideology
of tolerance. All of us - Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians and
others —accept each other and that
is what India is,” Azad said.

cal rights

mant support system incorporat-
ing accommodation and transport
facilities for the migratory tribes.

On May 9, a fleet of 40 trucks
procured by the Tribal Affairs
department through JKSRTC was
flagged off in Jammu to carry
Gujjars, Bakerwals, and their
livestock for summer migration
from the plains to different high-
land pastures.

It will reduce their 20-30 days’
journey to 1-2 days. By the year’s
end, the department is targeting to
cover 100 per cent of families for
which Rs 6.80 crore has been set
aside to fund JKSRTC.

The administration is also work-
ing to honour the demand for es-
tablishing the Gujjar Division in
the Indian Army consistent with
Ladakh Scout in UT of Ladakh.
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The tribes have immense knowl-—

edge of the mountains including
skill and agility.




OrissaPOST

@ SUNDAY | MAY 22 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR
} t | ‘

RESEARCH FINDING

Consuming blueberries can
lower the risk of
cardiovascular disease in
post-menopausal women
with high blood pressure,
according to new research
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modji’s advice to BJP leaders
that they should fix goals for
next 25 years shows his
“arrogance” and people will
reply to it in the times to come

\cayuoteR B

Democracy in
‘ India is a global

public good. . Ae
We're the only people % 2% =
who have managed \
democracy at our

unparalleled scale
RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

India is

changing under

the leadership T
of Prime Minister L
Narendra Modi and
has become an
exporter from

importer but the
Congress cannot see this

JP NADDA | BJP PRESIDENT
doing petty

‘ politics on the

water issue, the Delhi
government should
convince the Punjab
government to S
release Haryana's legitimate share
of water at the earliest. | promise
that the day Punjab will give our
share, Haryana will increase Delhi's
current water share

Instead of

MANOHAR LAL KHATTAR | HARYANA CM

SHORT TAKES

M Jawan injured

Bijapur: A jawan from the
Chhattisgarh Armed Force
(CAF) sustained injuries when
a pressure improvised
explosive device (IED) planted
by Naxals exploded in Bijapur
district on Saturday, police
said. This was a second such
blast in the area in the last one
week. The blast took place
around 2.40 pm between
Pandemurga and Bangoli
villages under Nelasnar police
station limits, where a team of
the CAF's 8th battalion was out
for an area domination
operation, a senior officer said.

......................................

Four killed

Bilaspur: Four persons were
killed after a mini goods
vehicle they were travelling in
collided with a truck in
Chhattisgarh's Bilaspur
district, police said Saturday.
The accident took place late
night Friday on Bilaspur-
Mungeli road under Takhatpur
police station's jurisdiction
when the deceased were
heading to Jarhagaon village
from Takhatpur, an official
said. While three occupants of
the goods vehicle died on the
spot in the collision, another
succumbed to his injuries in a
local hospital, he said.

......................................

Tiger kills man

Chandrapur: A 65-year-old
man was mauled to death by a
tiger in a forested area near
Chandrapur town in
Maharashtra, an official said
Saturday. The incident took
place Friday, when Dashrath
Pendor, a resident of Sinhala
village, ventured into the
forested area to graze goats
and did not return, a senior
official from Chandrapur forest
division said. Villagers and
forest personnel conducted a
search and the victim's body
was found in the area on
Saturday morning, he said.

......................................

M Girl raped

Jaipur: A 14-year-old girl was
allegedly raped by five people,
including four juveniles, in
Rajasthan's Nagaur district,
police said Saturday. The
incident happened on April 6
in the Chitawa police station
area when the girl had gone to
attend a family function. The
accused threatened her and
raped her in the fields. One of
the juveniles is the victim's
relative, police said.

......................................

Fisherman rescued

Ahmedabad: The Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) Saturday rescued
an injured fisherman who was
on board a boat in the
Porbandar Sea. The rescue
operation was carried out by
the ICG Station in Pipavav
which received information
about the injured fisherman
Dhan Prasad from the Fisheries
Association, Jafrabad.

ASHOK GEHLOT | RAJASTHAN CM

=

Man thrashed for not showing Adhir denies tweet,
Aadhaar card, found dead s2s account hacked

Police said Bhanwarlal Jain had gone to Chittorgarh May I8 with his family. He
later went missing. Friday, he was found dead in Manasa of Neemuch district

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhopal, May 21: A 65-year-old dif-
ferently-abled man was beaten to
death on alleged suspicion of be-
longing to another community in
Madhya Pradesh's Neemuch district.

A video of the incident doing
rounds on the social media shows
ayoung man mercilessly thrashing
an old man. He was assaulted bru-
tally for not showing his Aadhaar
card. The deceased, who was iden-
tified as Bhanwarlal Jain of Sarsi
village of Ratlam, was found dead
in Manasa on Thursday,
police said.

Police said Bhanwarlal Jain had
gone to Chittorgarh May 18 with his
family. He later went missing. On
Friday, he was found dead in
Manasa of Neemuch district. Later;
the video went viral on social media.

"We found the body of the victim
on Thursday. After his pictures
were released on social media, his
family members from Ratlam iden-
tified him as Bhanwarlal Jain,"
said Mansa Police Station House

Sidhu skips dinner on first night

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patiala, May 21: Congress leader
Navjot Singh Sidhu, who has been
sentenced to one-year jail term in
aroad-rage case, has been lodged
in Barrack No.10 at the central jail
here and didn't have dinner on the
first night, sources said Saturday:
Sidhu has been lodged in the bar-
rack with four other prisoners,
said the sources. He didn't have
dinner as he had already taken his
meal, they said, adding that the
former state Congress chief is pris-
oner number 1,37,683.

The 58-year-old former crick-
eter on Friday had surrendered
before a court here and later sent
to the Patiala Central Jail. He was
sentenced to one-year rigorous im-
prisonment by the Supreme Court
in the 1988 road-rage case.

As Sidhu has to undergo rigor-
ous imprisonment, he will also

NS D= C

Officer K.L. Dangi. In the video,
Dinesh Kushwaha, the husband
of Manasa's BJP corporator is al-
legedly seen beating Jain de-
manding his Aadhar card and ask-
ing whether he is a Muslim.

An FIR was lodged on Saturday
under sections 304 (causing death
by negligence) and 302 (murder)

As Sidhu has to

undergo rigorous  ®

imprisonment, he
will also have to work
in the prison

have to work in the prison.

Another high-profile prisoner
lodged in jail here in connection
with a drug case is Shiromani
Akali Dal leader Bikram Singh
Majithia, who had contested against
Sidhu from Amritsar East.

Sidhu and Majithia had both
lost the elections to AAP's Jeevan
Jyot Kaur.

The SC had Thursday sentenced
Sidhu to one-year rigorous im-
prisonment in the 34-year-old case,
saying any undue sympathy in im-
posing an inadequate sentence
would do more harm to the jus-
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CBI raids at multiple locations

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, May 21: The CBI
Saturday launched a search oper-
ation at over ten locations in con-
nection with the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) co-location scam
involving the financial institution's
former MD and CEO Chitra
Ramkrishna and the ex-Group
Operating Officer Anand
Subramanian.

According to a source, the raids,
which started this morning, were
underway in Delhi, Kolkata,
Mumbai, Gurugram, Gandhi
Nagar besides other parts of the
country.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had filed a
charge sheet in the matter in April.

Though the probe agency has
been probing the matter since May
2018, it could not gather any con-

crete evidence to identify myste-
rious Himalaya Yogi with whom the
classified informations were shared
by Ramkrishna.

Recently, the SEBI had imposed
afine of %3 crore on her, following
the market regulator's finding that
she allegedly shared vital inputs
about the NSE with the Yogi.
"Information regarding organisa-
tional structure, dividend scenario,
financial results, human resource
policies and related issues, re-
sponse to regulator; etc., were shared
by her with the yogi," said the
source. Between 2014 and 2016,
she sent emails at rigyajur-
sama@outlook.com.

On April 1, 2013, RamKkrishna
became the CEO and MD of NSE.
She brought Subramanian to NSE
as her advisor in 2013. Subramanian
was made the Chief Strategic
Advisor of NSE.

of IPC. "Taking immediate cogni-
sance of the matter, an FIR has
been registered against the ac-
cused Dinesh Kushwaha under
Section 302 of IPC, Neemuch SP
Suraj Verma said.

Notably, a communal violence
had erupted in Neemuch after a
group of Hindu activists attempted
to install an idol of Lord Hanuman
near a Muslim shrine in Purani
Kacheri area on last Sunday. The
district administration had seized
the idol on Tuesday.

Reacting on one after another
incidents in the district, former
chief minister and the state
Congress president Kamal Nath
accused the BJP led state govern-
ment of failure to maintain law
and order situation in the state.

"What is happening in Madhya
Pradesh after all? Tribals were
Iynched in Seoni, incidents of Guna,
Mhow, Mandla and now an elderly
person whose name is being told as
Bhanwarlal Jain in Manasa of
Neemuch district of the state,"
Nath tweeted.

tice system and undermine the
public confidence in the
efficacy of law.

A 65-year-old man, Gurnam
Singh, had died in the incident.
When reporters sought Sidhu's re-
action to the verdict on Thursday, he
had declined to comment. However,
he had later tweeted to say he "will
submit to the majesty of the law".

Though the apex court had in
May 2018 held Sidhu guilty of the
offence of "voluntarily causing
hurt" to the man, it had spared
him a jail term and imposed a fine
of %1,000.

Chowdhury, the leader of
the Congress party in the
Lok Sabha, claimed that
his account was hacked as
he was delivering a speech
at a party office in West
Bengal’s Murshidabad
district when the
social media post was made

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, May 21: Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury Saturday
denied that he used the phrase
“when a big tree falls, ground
shakes” along a photograph of
Rajiv Gandhi on his Twitter han-
dle while paying tribute to the for-
mer prime minister on his
death anniversary.

Chowdhury, the leader of the
Congress party in the Lok Sabha,
claimed that his account was hacked
as he was delivering a speech at a
party office in West Bengal's
Murshidabad district when the so-
cial media post was made. The
post, which was seen on
Chowdhury's Twitter handle on
Saturday morning, was removed
soon after controversy sparked.

"The tweet against my name in
the twitter account has nothing to
do with my own observation. A
malicious campaign is propagated
by those forces inimical to me," he
said on the microblogging site.

An FIR has been lodged at the

South Avenue Police Station in
New Delhi, he said. “Today, an
unscrupulous, biased and a content
tainted with absolute malafide was
posted on my Twitter account when
I was busy with the party pro-
gramme on the dais and did not
carry my mobile phone."The con-
tent posted smacks of malice and
I believe that my Twitter account
had been hacked by some wrong-
doers for the reasons best known
to them. I, hereby urge your good-
self to take immediate cognizance
of this instant complaint and
please enquire and seal the IP
address and take appropriate ac-
tion of cybercrime at the earliest
in occurrence with law and oblige,"
he said in the police complaint.

Chowdhury, the West Bengal
Pradesh Congress Committee
president, said it was a cyber-
crime. When contacted he said
that "it was nothing, but a cy-
bercrime. I was delivering a speech
at my party office in Baharampur
when the tweet was posted. The
media was there. This is nothing
but an attempt to malign me
and my party.”

Rajiv Gandhi had said "earth
shakes when a big tree falls",
which was seen by critics to be jus-
tifying the anti-Sikh violence fol-
lowing the assassination of his
mother and the then prime min-
ister Indira Gandhi by her Sikh
bodyguards. He was also assas-
sinated in 1991 by terrorist or-
ganisation Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in Tamil
Nadu where he was on an election
campaign.

NATURE'S FURY
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A damaged road in a flood-hit village of Nagaon district, Saturday
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Disproportionate assets
case: Chautala convicted

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, May 21: A court here
Saturday convicted former Haryana
Chief Minister Om Prakash
Chautala in connection with a dis-
proportionate assets case.

The Rouse Avenue Court of Delhi
will hear the arguments on the
quantum of punishment to
Chautala on May 26. May 19, the
court had reserved its verdict in the
case of possessing disproportion-
ate assets. As per the chargesheet
filed by the CBI, Chautala is re-
sponsible for amassing assets worth
%6.09 crore, allegedly dispropor-
tionate to his legitimate income, be-
tween 1993 and 2006.

In May 2019, the Enforcement
Directorate had attached over 33.6
crore worth of properties of the for-
mer Chief Minister located in New
Delhi, Panchkula, and Sirsa. He was
also convicted in the JBT scam in
January 2013. In 2008, Chautala
and 53 others were charged in con-
nection with the appointment of
3,206 junior basic trained teach-
ers in Haryana during 1999-to 2000.

In January 2013, a court sen-
tenced Om Prakash Chautala and
his son Ajay Singh Chautala to
ten years' imprisonment under
various provisions of the IPC and
the Prevention of Corruption Act.

Chautala was found guilty of il-
legally recruiting over 3,000 un-
qualified teachers.

Though out on parole, Chautala
was released from the Tihar Jail
on July 2, 2021 from a 10-year prison
sentence after completing the due
formalities.

He was the Chief Minister of
Haryana four times between 1989 and
2005. His grandson Dushyant
Chautala is the Deputy Chief
Minister of Haryana.

Assam police station
set on fire over
‘custodial death’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Nagaon (Assam), May 21: A po-
lice station in Assam's Nagaon dis-
trict was set afire by amob Saturday
following an alleged case of cus-
todial death of a local resident, a
top police official said.

Three of those involved in the -

arson were arrested and operations
are on to nab the others, the official
said. The mob had set ablaze the
Batadrava Police Station and several
two-wheelers in the afternoon fol-
lowing the death of afish trader who
was allegedly detained by the police
late on Friday evening when he
was going to take a bus for Sivsagar.

It was not clear why he was de-
tained. Nagaon Superintendent of
Police Leena Doley said, “Some
miscreants had attacked the
Batadrava Police Station in the af-
ternoon and set it ablaze."

The family members of the fish
trader of Salonabori village claimed
that the police had demanded 310,000
and a duck as a bribe for his re-
lease, and his wife visited the police
station with a duck in the morning.
When she returned with the money
later, she learnt that her husband
had been taken to Nagaon Civil
Hospital. After reaching there, she
found him dead, they claimed.

Alleging that the man died be-
cause of torture, villagers gheraoed
the police station, allegedly as-
saulted on-duty police personnel and
then torched the police station.
Videos of the incident showed a
woman sprinkling some inflam-
mable liquid on two-wheelers
parked in front of the police station
and setting them on fire.

DU Prof arrested for ‘Shivling’ remarks gets bail

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 21: A city court
Saturday granted bail to Delhi
University Associate Professor
Ratan Lal, arrested for alleged ob-
jectionable remarks on social media
related to claims of a 'Shivling' at
Varanasi's Gyanvapi mosque, say-
ing his post, though reprehensi-
ble, does not indicate an attempt to
promote hatred between
communities.

The court directed Lal to “strictly
refrain from posting any social
media posts or interviews regarding
the controversy which resulted in
the present FIR”, while allowing his
release on furnishing a personal
bond of 50,000 and one surety of
the like amount.

Lal was arrested on Friday night
by the Delhi Police under Indian
Penal Code sections 153A (pro-
moting enmity between different
groups on grounds of religion,
race, place of birth, residence, lan-
guage, etc., and doing acts preju-
dicial to maintenance of harmony)
and 295A (deliberate act to out-
rage religious feelings of any class
by insulting its religion).

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Siddhartha Malik said that the
feeling of hurt felt by an individ-
ual cannot represent the entire
group or community and any such
complaint regarding hurt feeling
has to be seen in its context, con-
sidering the entire spectrum of
facts and circumstances.

The court said that the Indian

civilisation is one of the oldest in
the world and is known to be tol-
erant and accepting of all reli-
gions, adding that the presence or
absence of intention to create an-
imosity by words was subjective in
nature as was the perception of
the recipient who reads or hears a
statement.

“India is a country of more than
130 crore people and any subject can
have 130 crore different views and
perceptions,” it said. The court
noted that the social media post
of Lal, who teaches History at the
Hindu College, may appear to be a
failed attempt at satire regarding
a controversial subject that has
backfired, resulting in the FIR.

It further noted that the accused,
in personal life, was a proud follower

of the Hindu religion. “For an-
other person, the same post can
appear to be shameful but may not
incite the feeling of hatred towards
another community. Similarly; dif-
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ferent persons may consider the post
differently without being enraged
and may in fact feel sorry for the
accused to have made an unwanted
comment without considering the

repercussions,” the court said.

Itnoted that it was true that the
accused did an act that was avoid-
able considering the sensibilities
of persons around him, and the
public at large.“However, the post,
though reprehensible, does not in-
dicate an attempt to promote hatred
between communities,”
the court said.

The judge, meanwhile, said that
the anxiety of police could be un-

derstood as the police are tasked to

maintain peace and order and at the

slightest hint of unrest would come ¢

into action to prevent the situa-
tion from going out of hand.
However, the court has to employ

P

higher standards while consider-——

ing the need to send a person to cus-
tody, it said.
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We've
offered
vaccines, not only to
North Korea but to
China as well, and
we’re prepared to do
that immediately.
We've got no response
JOE BIDEN | PRESIDENT, US

1st DRONE CARRIER WITH Al

China has launched a drone carrier
with a one-of-a-kind artificial
intelligence (Al) system which includes
dozens of autonomous drones, ships,
and submersibles for marine research
and observation, according to The
South China Morning Post
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Chinaand _
‘ Pakistan are ?
the names of

two brothers. The ;Q -
. \ (v

leadership and ‘:"'}

peoples of the two !

countries have
nurtured this evergreen tree of
friendship over the past 71 years

SHEHBAZ SHARIF | PRIME MINISTER, PAKISTAN

Russia needs to T
‘ radically

reduce the Y
risks associated with o A E
the use of foreign ?
programmes,
computer technology ' ‘
and telecommunications equipment

VLADIMIR PUTIN I PRESIDENT, RUSSIA

We are going to
‘ continue to

insist that the
commitment to
legalise our
countrymen be
fulfilled

LOPEZ OBRADOR | PRESIDENT, MEXICO

SHORT TAKES

M Palestinian teen
shot in Israeli raid

Jerusalem: Israeli troops shot
and killed a teenage
Palestinian boy as fighting
erupted when soldiers
entered a volatile town in the
occupied West Bank early
Saturday, the Palestinian
health ministry and local
media said. The shooting,
which Israel said came during
a gunbattle with local
militants, came at a time of
intensified Israeli military
activity in the northern West
Bank town. The ministry
identified the dead teen as
Amjad al-Fayyed, 17. It said an
18-year-old Palestinian was in
critical condition after being
wounded by Israeli gunfire.

.......................................

m Ex-Pak min beaten,
in police custody

Islamabad: Former Pakistani
human rights minister Shireen
Mazari was “beaten” and
taken away by the police, her
daughter said Saturday.
Mazari, a former cabinet
colleague of Imran Khan, has
been criticising the Army after
the former premier was
removed from office through a
no-confidence motion last
month. The charges against
Mazari are yet to be
announced officially. However,
local media reported it could
be related to a land dispute on
which a police case was filed
in March this year.

.......................................

m NKreports over
2L fever cases

Seoul: North Korea said
Saturday it found nearly
220,000 more people with
feverish symptoms even as
leader Kim Jong Un claimed
progress in slowing a largely
undiagnosed spread of
Covid-19 across an
unvaccinated population of
26 million. The outbreak has
caused concern about
serious tragedies in the
poor, isolated country with
one of the world’s worst
health care systems and a
high tolerance for civilian
suffering. Experts say North
Korea is almost certainly
downplaying the true scale
of the viral spread, including
a strangely small death toll,
to soften the political blow
on Kim as he navigates the
toughest moment in his
decade of rule.

.......................................

m Beijing on alert for
high temperature

Beijing: The Beijing
Meteorological Observatory
Saturday issued an alert for
high temperatures over the
weekend. According to the
forecast, the temperature
could hit 35 degrees Celsius
in most parts of the plain
areas in Beijing during the
two days, reports Xinhua
news agency. Residents have
been advised to take
precautions against the heat

A DECADE OF CONSERVATIVE RULE COMES TO AN END § SRILANKA CRISIS

Australia ousts PM Morrison

The capitulation came
after three years marked
by a pandemic and
climate-worsened
bushfires, drought and
floods that upended life
for millions of Australians

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Canberra, May 21: Australia’s
conservative Prime Minister Scott
Morrison conceded election defeat
Saturday, hours after voters issued
a stinging rebuke of his party’s
inaction on climate change.

Morrison acknowledged a “dif-
ficult” and “humbling” day for his
Labor party, which has governed
Australia for the last decade.

Opposition leader Anthony
Albanese will be sworn in as Prime
Minister after his Labour party
clenched its first electoral win
since 2007.

Labour has promised more fi-
nancial assistance and a robust
social safety net as Australia grap-
ples with the highest inflation since
2001 and soaring housing prices.

The party also plans to increase
minimal wages, and on the foreign
policy front, it proposed to estab-

80 monkeypox cases
in 12 countries: WHO

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

London, May 21: More than 80
cases of monkeypox have been
confirmed in atleast 12 countries,
the World Health Organization
(WHO) announced.

The WHO said another 50 sus-
pected cases are being investigated,
without naming any countries,
and warned that more cases are
likely to be reported.

Infections have been confirmed
in nine European countries, as well
as the US, Canada and Australia, the
BBC reported citing the global
health body as saying.

Monkeypox is most common in
remote parts of Central and West
Africa. It is a rare viral infection
which is usually mild and from
which most people recover in a
few weeks, according to the UK’s
National Health Service.

There is no specific vaccine for
monkeypox, but a smallpox jab
offers 85 per cent protection since
the two viruses are quite simi-
lar, BBC reported. So far, public
health agencies in Europe have
confirmed cases in the UK, Spain,
Portugal, Germany, Belgium,
France, the Netherlands, Italy
and Sweden.

The WHO said Friday that the re-
cent outbreaks “are atypical, as
they are occurring in non-endemic
countries”. It said it was “work-
ing with the affected countries and
others to expand disease surveil-
lance to find and support people who
may be affected”.

The WHO also warned against
stigmatising groups because of the
disease, the BBC reported. It can be
a barrier to ending an outbreak
as it may prevent people from seek-
ing care, and lead to undetected
spread,” it said.

REUTERS

Seoul, May 21: President Joe
Biden and his new South Korean
counterpart agreed on Saturday
to hold bigger military drills and
deploy more US weapons if nec-
essary to deter North Korea.
Biden and Yoon Suk-yeol said
their countries’ decades-old alliance

I believe it’s very important
that this country has certainty.
| think it’s very important this
country can move forward.
And particularly over the
course of this week with the
important meetings that are
being held, I think it’s vitally
important there’s a very clear
understanding about the
government of this country
SCOTT MORRISON | OUTGOING PM, AUSTRALIA

I say to my fellow
Australians, thank you for
this extraordinary honour.
Tonight the Australian
people have voted for
change. | am humbled by
this victory and I'm
honoured to be given the
opportunity to serve as the
31st prime minister of
Australia

ANTHONY ALBANESE | INCOMING PM,
AUSTRALIA

lish a Pacific defence school to
train neighbouring armies in re-
sponse to China’s potential military
presence on the Solomon Islands
on Australia’s doorstep.

It also wants to tackle climate
change with a more ambitious 43
per cent reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions by 2050.

Morrison’s Liberal party-led
coalition was seeking a fourth

three-year term. It holds the
narrowest of majorities — 76
seats in the 151-member House
of Representatives, where par-
ties need a majority to form a
government.

In early counting Saturday, the
coalition was on track to win 38
seats, Labour 71, seven were un-
aligned lawmakers and 23 were
too close to call.

Residents line up for nucleic acid tests on a street during the Covid-19 lockdown in Shanghai

Russia claimed to
have captured Mariupol
Friday in what would be

its biggest victory yet in its
war with Ukraine, after a
nearly three-month siege

that reduced much of the

strategic port city to a
smoking ruin, with over
20,000 civilians
feared dead

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Kyiv, May 21: The Ukraine war can
only be resolved through “diplo-
macy”, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said Saturday

Indo-Pacific region “free and open”
and protect global supply chains.
The two leaders are meeting in
Seoul for their first diplomatic en-
gagement since the South Korean
president’s inauguration 11 days
ago. The encounter between allies
was clouded by intelligence show-
ing North Korean leader Kim Jong
Unis prepared to conduct nuclear

amid a deadlock in negotiations
between Kyiv and Moscow.

“The end will be through diplo-
macy,” he told a Ukrainian televi-
sion channel. The war
“will be bloody,
there will be

can only be reached

OPPOSITION LEADER ANTHONY
ALBANESE WILL BE SWORN IN
AS PM

MORRISON SAID THAT HE
WOULD STAND DOWN AS
LEADER OF THE LIBERAL PARTY

At least four Liberal lawmakers
appeared to have lost their seats
to teal independents including
Liberal Party deputy leader Josh
Frydenberg, who had been con-
sidered Morrison’s most likely
successor.

“What we have achieved here
is extraordinary,” teal candidate
and former foreign correspondent
Zoe Daniels said in her victory
speech. “Safe Liberal seat. Two-
term incumbent. Independent,”
she added.

Due to the pandemic, around
half of Australia’s 17 million elec-
tors have voted early or applied
for postal votes, which will likely
slow the count. Voting is compul-
sory for adult citizens and 92 per
cent of registered voters cast bal-
lots at the last election.

Electoral Commissioner Tom
Rogers said more than 7,000
polling stations opened as
planned and on time across
Australia despite 15 per cent of
polling staff falling sick this
week with Covid-19 and flu.

REUTERS

“Discussions between Ukraine
and Russia will decidedly take
place. Under what format
I don’t know --
with interme-
diaries,
without

There
are things that

fighting but at the negotiating table. W WSe NPy
will only de- We want everything to  ERiN Y
finitively end | return (to as it was group, at
through diplo- before) but Russia does presiden-
macy”. not want that tial level,”
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY | he said.
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE The reSultS

of negotiations,
which could have a variety of

- N subjects “according to the tim-

“_ ing of the meeting”, would
. have to be “fair” for
\ Ukraine, Zelensky

E——l
US, South Korea open to expanding military drills

The move may draw an angry response from North
Korea, which had defended its nuclear weapons and
missile development on what it perceives as US threats
and long described the US-South Korea military
exercises as invasion rehearsals, although the allies have
described the drills as defensive

ances that the United States would
boost its deterrence against North
Korean threats. In a joint state-
ment, Biden reaffirmed the US
commitment to defend South Korea
with nuclear weapons if necessary.

The United States also prom-

bomber aircraft, missile sub-
marines, or aircraft carriers - if
necessary to deter North Korea,
according to the statement.
“With regard to whether I
would meet with the leader of
North Korea, it would depend

India, Japan vow relief
supplies worth millions

SEVERE FOOD
SHORTAGE LOOMS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Colombo, May 21: India and Japan
will provide food relief supplies
worth millions of dollars to Sri
Lanka which is grappling with its
worst economic crisis, leading to
nationwide protests over the gov-
ernment’s mismanagement.

The Indian High Commission
said here Friday that an Indian
ship laden with urgent relief sup-
plies like rice, medicines and milk
powder for the people of crisis-hit
Sri Lanka is scheduled to reach
Colombo Sunday.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK
Stalin flagged off the ship laden with
relief supplies, the first to be dis-
patched to Sri Lanka, from Chennai
Wednesday.

The first consignment comprises
9,000 metric tonne (MT) of rice,
200 MT milk powder and 24 MT
life-saving medicines with a com-
bined value of Rs 45 crore.

“People of #India, standing by
their brethren in #SriLanka. Rice,
milk powder and medicines worth
more than SLR 2 billion ($5.6 mil-
lion) is scheduled to reach
#Colombo on Sunday,” the Indian
mission tweeted.

Chief Minister Stalin flagged
off the cargo carrying the relief,
from the Chennai Port, in the pres-
ence of his cabinet colleagues and
senior officials.

Japan has also announced to
provide $1.5 million through a

B Indian ship laden with urgent relief
supplies like rice, medicines and
milk powder is scheduled to reach
Colombo Sunday. The country
Saturday provided another
40,000MT of diesel

B SriLankan government lifted the
state of emergency from Saturday,
nearly two weeks after it was
imposed to curb anti-government
protests

World Food Programme (WFP)
programme for essential food ra-
tions and school meal programme.

“We are pleased to announce
that the Government of Japan will
grant 1.5 million dollars emergency
assistance through WEP to pro-
vide three months’ essential food
supplies, including fortified rice,
dhal and oil, for approximately
15,000 urban and rural people and
380,000 school children across the

island,” Charge d’ Affaires ad in- -
terim of Japan to Sri Lanka Katsuki

Kotaro said.

“We hope that this humanitar-
ian assistance will help improve
food access and nutrition for the peo-
ple of Sri Lanka amidst the eco-
nomic crisis,” Kotaro added.

Using the contribution, the
WFP will procure rice for the
daily free school meals and also
distribute ration packs compris-
ing essential commodities to vul-
nerable households.

“Getting the right nutrition to
those who need it the most will
help mitigate the long-term effects
of today’s economic downturn,”

said Abdur Rahim Siddiqui, WFP -
Representative and Country -

Director in Sri Lanka.

‘The end will be through diplomacy’

$1 billion to help refugees.

Biden signs $40B for Ukraine assistance

Seoul: President Biden Saturday signed legislation to support Ukraine
with another $40 billion in US assistance as the Russian invasion
approaches its fourth month. The funding is intended to support Ukraine
through September, and it dwarfs an earlier emergency measure that
provided $13.6 billion. The new legislation will provide $20 billion in
military assistance, ensuring a steady stream of advanced weapons that
have been used to blunt Russia’s advances. There’s also $8 billion in
general economic support, $5 billion to address global food shortages
that could result from the collapse of Ukrainian agriculture and more than

security guarantees for his nation,
saying it would be signed by “friends
and partners of Ukraine, without
Moscow”. A bilateral discussion
would be held with Russia at the
same time, he added.

He also recalled Kyiv’s absolute
precondition for continuing talks
that Russia does not kill Ukrainian

Both leaders said they
were committed to
denuclearising North
Korea and were open to
diplomacy with
Pyongyang

told a joint news conference.

EXPANDING ALLIANCE

The US-South Korea alliance,
which dates to the 1950-1953 Korean
War, must further develop to keep
the Indo-Pacific “free and open”,
Biden said.

He said the alliance was built
on opposition to changing borders
by force - an apparent reference to

troops who defended the Azovstal
steelworks in Mariupol.

Zelensky noted Russian troops
“offered the possibility, found a
way for these people to come out
alive”, from Azovstal.

“The most important thing for
me is to save the maximum num-
ber of people and soldiers.”

The joint statement called for
preserving peace and stability in
the Taiwan Strait and freedom of
navigation in the South China Sea.

When asked by reporters about
possible reactions from Beijing,
Yoon’s national security advisor
Kim Sung-han said those issues
were directly linked with South
Korea’s national interests, as its
ships use the routes.

“So I think there would be little
room for Chinese retaliation or mis-
understandings about this,” he said.

Biden used the visit to tout in- -

vestments in the United States by

Korean companies, including a ¢

move by South Korea’s Hyundai
Motor Group to invest about $5.5
billion to build its first dedicated

fully electric vehicle and battery—-

wave, especially while needed to develop not only to face  or missile tests. ised to deploy “strategic assets” - on whether he was sincere and  Russia’s war in Ukraineand China’s ~ manufacturing facilities in the
t‘é‘;{ﬁ:g‘:)‘ﬂ?dg‘;?se'c acid | North Korean threats but to keep the Yoon had sought more assur-  which typically includelongrange =~ whether he was serious,” Biden  claims over Taiwan. United States.
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busmess

Forex kitty slips below $600bn mark FPIs dump equities

India Inc is
‘ planning the

overall
business outlook and
its continuity
understanding the
demand of the
market and accordingly ramping up
the employee strength,
compensation package etc.,
considering the complete
sustainability

RP YADAV | CHAIRMAN & MD, GENIUS

CONSULTANTS
‘ started seeing
adropin
demand. These are

early signs of
inflationary impact
on discretionary
spends

From May we

e

KAMAL NANDI | VP, GODREJ APPLIANCES
Revenue
growth was

‘ driven by

successive quarters
of export growth
where we crossed a
significant milestone
of 71,000 crore for the year.
We expect the positive trend
in the commercial vehicle
segment seen in Q4 of FY2022
to continue this year

SRIVATS RAM | MD, WHEELS INDIA

SHORT TAKES

M Power generation
doubles in May

New Delhi: Power generation
by domestic coal-based plants
that blended imported dry fuel
has more than doubled to 143
million units (MU) per day in
May compared to 66 MU in the
same month a year ago,
according to official data. The
data showed that power
generation per day during
May 2022 increased as
compared to May 2021. Power
generation per day from coal
blending in DCB plants more
than doubled from 66 MU to
143 MU while generation from
imported coal-based plants
rose from 145 MU to 160 MU.
Total power generation per
day through imported coal
during May 2022 increased to
303 MU as compared to 211
MU in May 2021. Power
generated per day from
domestic coal has risen from
2,465 MU to 3,244 MU.

......................................

B Ramaswamy
new JSPL CFO

New Delhi: Steel maker JSPL
on Saturday announced the
appointment of Ramkumar
Ramaswamy as its chief
financial officer (CFO) with
immediate effect. Prior to
joining the company, he was
with Vedanta Limited as CFO -
Group Commercial &
Marketing, Jindal Steel and
Power Limited (JSPL) said in a
BSE filing. “Ramkumar
Ramaswamy, has been
appointed as the CFO and Key
Managerial Person (KMP) of
the company...With effect
from May 21, 2022,” it said.
Ramaswamy comes with 25
years of functional experience
across sales and marketing,
supply chain, controllership,
financial planning and
analysis, treasury,
investments, tax, shared
services and digital
transformation, the filing said.

......................................

Additional fertiliser
subsidy of 71.10L cr

New Delhi: Amid a sharp
increase in global prices of
fertilisers, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman Saturday
said the government will
provide an additional fertiliser
subsidy of ¥1.10 lakh crore to
further cushion farmers from
the price rise. With this, the
government’s total fertiliser
subsidy is likely to touch a
record ¥2.15 lakh crore in the
current 2022-23 fiscal.
“Despite rising fertiliser prices
globally, we have protected
our farmers from such price
hikes. In addition to the
fertiliser subsidy of ¥1.05 lakh
crore in the budget, an
additional amount of ¥1.10
lakh crore is being provided to
further cushion our farmers,”
Sitharaman tweeted.

bb

compression in consumption. |
think it’s a wait-and-watch
situation, which is very

volatile as food prices and

inflation are not abating

MOHIT MALHOTRA | CHIEF EXECUTIVE, DABUR INDIA

There is a squeeze in the
wallet of the rural
consumer ... there is a

BHEL RETURNS TO BLACK

State-owned engineering firm BHEL Saturday returned to .
black posting ¥912.47 crore consolidated net profit in the
March quarter, backed by higher income. In the year-ago
quarter, the company had reported a consolidated net loss
0f %1,036.32 crore, according to a regulatory filing. Total
income during January-March 2022, rose to 38,181.72 crore,

from 27,245.16 crore in the year-ago period

This was the ninth consecutive shrinkage of forex reserves which the central bank is aiming to protect.
However, the pace of the fall has been showing signs of reduction in the past two weeks

AGENCIES

Mumbai, May 21: India’s foreign
exchange reserves declined by
$2.676 billion to stand at $593.279 bil-
lion in the week ended May 13 with
a sizable contraction of gold re-
serves aiding the fall, Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI) data showed Friday.

In the previous week, the re-
serves had declined by $1.774 billion
t0 $595.954 billion.

According to an article ‘State of
the Economy’, published in the
RBI’s Bulletin for May, foreign ex-
change reserves at $596 billion as
May 6 were equivalent to about 10

= W IN THE PREVIOUS

= HAD DIPPED BY $1.774
_ . BILLION TO $595.954

J"’ WEEK, THE RESERVES
(‘

" §}' ® FCAS DECLINED BY
. _,"- $1.302 BILLION TO
"SS5 $529.554 BILLION
" W GOLD RESERVES
=~ DOWN BY $1.169 BILLION

5> o~ ST0S4057BILLION

months of imports projected for
2022-23. During the reporting week,
thefall in the reserves was mainly
on account of a drop in foreign

EAP RUSSIAN SUF

April crude oil buy

currency assets (FCA), a major
component of the overall reserves,
and gold reserves, as per weekly data
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

at over 3-year high

India, Asia’s third-biggest
economy, holds surplus
refining capacity and
exports refined fuels as
well. The country’s
wholesale prices last
month accelerated at the
fastest pace in at least 17
years as the Ukraine war
and a weak rupee pushed
up energy and raw
material costs

REUTERS

New Delhi, May 21: India’s April
crude oil imports were the highest
in three and a half years as the
world’s third biggest oil importer
and consumer ramped up dis-
counted Russian oil purchases to
fuel arecovery in demand and fight
high prices.

Crude oil imports increased by
about 9.7 per cent from March and
were up about 14.3 per cent from a
year earlier at 20.87 million tonnes,
the highest since October 2018, ac-
cording to Petroleum Planning
and Analysis Cell data.

India’s imports of Russian oil

i Crude oil imports increased

Imports of oil products

Russia became

by about 9.7% from March |  jumped 23.7% to 3.79 the fourth-
i and were up about 14.3% million tonne froma largest oil
from a year year earlier, while supplier to

¢ earlier at20.87 milliqn tonne

bb

exports climbed 36.9%
o |

India in April

Indian refiners continued to take extremely
discounted Russian barrels, especially medium
sour Urals grade, to capitalise on strong diesel

cracks for domestic consumption and exports. Refiners
delayed planned maintenance to take advantage of current
market conditions as refinery runs exceeded beyond

nameplate capacities

JANIV SHAH | ANALYST, RYSTAD

have soared since the invasion of
Ukraine, at a time when Western
sanctions have prompted many oil
importers to shun trade with
Moscow.

Imports of oil products jumped
23.7 per cent to 3.79 million tonne
from a year earlier, while exports
climbed 36.9 per cent. Of the 5.36
million tonne of exports in April,
diesel accounted for 2.69 million
tonne, government data showed.

UBS analyst Giovanni Staunovo
attributed the rise in imports to
Indian demand, which has recov-

-the Nexon EV
Max XZ+ and E
Nexon EV Max XZ+ |
Lux. It will come in
three exciting
colours- Intensi-
Teal (exclusive to
the Nexon EV
MAX), Daytona
Grey and Pristine
White. Dual tone
body colour will be £
offered as a
standard.

Tata Motors unveils new Nexon EV MAX

Bhubaneswar: Committed to the rapid electrification of mobility in
India, Tata Motors Saturday launched the all-new Nexon EV MAX at
its showroom here at Samantarapur. Available across dealerships in
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Puri and Berhampur (Dion Automotives) the
Nexon EV Max has been launched at an attractive starting price of
%17.74 lakh. With this launch, Tata Motors is taking the lead to
enhance the appeal of electric vehicles and expand the market with
a new offering for customers who are looking for longer intercity
travel. The new Nexon EV MAX is powered by high voltage state-of-
the-art Ziptron technology and will be available in two trim options

Mayor Sulochana Das and other officials at the
launching ceremony

Things to

f you own a motor vehicle, then
l;ou might already be aware that

as per section 146 of the Motor
Vehicle Act, 1988 it is compulsory
to have third-party insurance to
keep your vehicle on the road. This
means that your vehicle should be
insured at all times and you should
keep close track of the renewal
date. To keep the policy effective and
enjoy the covers offered by the con-
tract you have to pay an annual
premium. You must renew your
contract well in time to ensure that
your protection is intact, and there
is no break in the policy.

What happens if you missed your
motor insurance renewal, and what
it really implies?

It means that your cover is no
more effective, if you meet an ac-
cident or face any other damage

now, you will have to bear the cost
as your insurer is no more liable
to pay you for any loss. Also, as per
the section 146 of the Motor Vehicle
Act, if you are found driving an
uninsured vehicle you will invite
a fine of 2,000/- and/or impris-
onment of up to 3 months during
the first time, if you repeat the of-
fense you shall invite a fine of
%4,000/- and/or imprisonment of
up to 3 months. Hence it is
advised that you avoid driving your
vehicle after your insurance cover
has lapsed.

What steps you should follow if
you have missed the renewal?
You must reach out to your in-
surer immediately, to renew your
policy at the earliest. If you have
brought the policy through an in-
surance agent, then you can reach

ered, and the country making use
of discounted Russian crude for do-
mestic and strategic storage pur-
poses to eventually refine that
Russian crude and export it as oil
product.

India, Asia’s third-biggest econ-
omy, holds surplus refining ca-
pacity and exports refined fuels
as well. The country's wholesale
prices last month accelerated at
the fastest pace in at least 17 years
as the Ukraine war and a weak
rupee pushed up energy and raw
material costs.

FCAs declined by $1.302 billion to
$529.554 billion in the week.

Expressed in dollar terms, the
foreign currency assets include the
effect of appreciation or depreciation
of non-US unitslike the euro, pound
and yen held in the foreign exchange
reserves. Gold reserves decreased
by $1.169 billion to $40.57 billion.

The special drawing rights
(SDRs) with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) dipped by
$165 million to $18.204 billion, RBI
said. The country’s reserve position
with the IMF decreased by $39 mil-
lion to $4.951 billion in the report-
ing week, the data showed.

Paytm forms joint
venture general
insurance firm

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 21: Digital fi-
nancial services firm One97
Communications, which operates
under Paytm brand, Saturday said
it has formed a joint venture gen-
eral insurance company in which
it has committed to invest 950
crore over a period of 10 years.

The proposal to set up joint ven-
ture (JV) firm Paytm General
Insurance Limited (PGIL) was ap-
proved by the board May 20,
the company said in a
regulatory filing.

Initially, One97 Communications
(OCL) will hold a 49 per cent stake
in PGIL while the rest of the 51 per
cent stake is to be owned by OCL’s
managing director Vijay Shekhar
Sharma owned and controlled
company VSS Holding Private
Limited (VHPL).

Post the investment, Paytm will
hold 74 per cent stake in PGIL, re-
ducing VHPL's stake in the com-
pany to 26 per cent.

“PGIL intends to register for
and undertake general insurance
business. PGIL is yet to commence
its general insurance business,
which is presently subject to receipt
of certificate of registration from
IRDAI (Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India),”
the filing said.

The decision of Paytm board
came after its group firm’s trans-
action into a share purchase agree-
ment to acquire Raheja QBE
General Insurance Company
Limited did not consummate within
stipulated time frame.

worth over I35K cr
in May so far

After six months of selling
spree, FPIs turned net
investors in the first week
of April due to correction
in the markets
and invested X7707cr
in equities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 22: Exodus of for-
eign money from the Indian equity
markets continues unabated with
Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs)
pulling out over 35,000 crore so far
this month on concerns over the
prospects of more aggressive
rate hike by US Fed and ap-

11-13 week, and the sell-off con-
tinued in the succeeding
weeks as well.

“The major factor behind the
relentless FPI selling is the ap-
preciation of the dollar which has
taken the dollar index above 103.
Also, India is the major emerging
market where FPIs are siting on big
profits and the market is very lig-
uid to absorb FPI selling,”
Vijayakumar said.

Himanshu Srivastava, Associate
Director - Manager Research,
Morningstar India, said that foreign
investors continue to have con-
cerns over the prospects of more
aggressive rate hike by US Fed
going ahead.

US Fed has hiked rates twice
this year to battle surging

preciation of thedollar. - Net outflow by inflation caused by the

“Going ahead, FPIs
flow in India is to re-

near term, given the
headwinds in terms of
elevated crude prices,
inflation, tight mone-
tary policy, among oth-
ers,” said Shrikant Chouhan, Head
- Equity Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities.

“Since the mother market, US,
is weak and dollar is strengthening,
FPIs are likely to continue selling
inthenear term,” V K Vijayakumar;
Cheif Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services, said.

FPI flows continue to remain
negative in the month of May till
date and have dumped equities
worth 335,137 crore
during May 2-20.

Foreign investors remained net
sellers for seven months to April
2022, withdrawing a massive net
amount of over 1.65 lakh crore
from equities.

However, after a short breather,
once again they turned net sellers
during the holiday-shortened April

FPIs from
main volatile in the  equities reached
%1.63 lakh crore

so far in 2022

disruption in supply
hain due to the war
etween Russia and
kraine.
“Because of the war,
e geopolitical tension
as also enhanced, which
has prompted investors
to turn risk-averse and stay away
from emerging markets like India
which are perceived to be rela-
tively riskier. And in the current
risk-averse environment, foreign in-
vestors would have found profit
booking a better option," Srivastava
said.

On the domestic front too, con-
cerns over surging inflation as
well as further rate hikes by the RBI

P

and its impact on the economic *

growth loomed large.

“What spooked investors was
the impact of inflation on the sharp
and sudden drop in retail sales,”
Vijay Singhania, Chairman,
TradeSmart, said.

Apart from equities, FPIs with-
drew a net amount of 6,133 crore
from the debt market during the pe-
riod under review.

Import duty on key steel sector inputs cut

Finance Minister said
the customs duty
changes in raw materials
and intermediaries for
iron and steel will
“reduce their prices”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 21: The govern-
ment has waived customs duty on
the import of some raw materi-
als, including coking coal and fer-
ronickel, used by the steel indus-
try, amove which will lower the cost
for the domestic industry and re-
duce the prices.

Also, to increase domestic avail-
ability, the duty on exports of iron

out to him/her for further proce-
dure. If you have brought your
policy online, then you can simply
visit the website of your insurer,
fill in the details, select the plan and
get the quote. If you were not sat-
isfied with your previous insurer
and wish to move to a different
insurer, you can explore the mar-
ket for a different insurance plan
and insurer.

Renew within 90 days to protect
your No Claim Bonus

NCB s acrucial element of your
comprehensive motor insurance
policy, that helps reduce your pre-
mium substantially. The NCB dis-
count starts from 20% for the first
claim-free year; increases gradually
over the years, and goes up to 50%.
Insurers offer a 90-day window
after the expiry of the policy before
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Export duty on iron ore
hiked up to 50%

ore has been hiked up to 50 per
cent, and a few steel intermedi-
aries to 15 per cent, accordingtoa
notification. The duty changes will
be effective from Sunday.

The import duty on ferronickel,
coking coal, PCI coal has been cut
from 2.5 per cent, while the duty on
coke and semi-coke has been slashed
from 5 per cent to ‘nil’.

your accumulated benefits lapse.
If you renew your policy during the
said period, you will manage to
keep your NCB intact. Since NCB
can help you bring down the in-
surance premium by as much as
50%, it is of utmost importance that
you renew your policy within this
period and enjoy the discount.

How to ensure you don’t miss the
renewal?

It is slightly difficult to keep
track of the renewal dates and is
one of the biggest reasons why
many policies lapse. Today, the in-
surance industry has an easy so-
lution to this problem, almost all
leading insurers have their apps.
These apps have dashboards con-
taining an overview of your poli-
cies. Apart from helping keep a
track of renewal dates, the apps offer

The tax on the export of iron
ores and concentrates has been
hiked to 50 per cent, from 30 per cent,
while that on iron pellets a 45 per
cent duty has been imposed.

Duty on pig iron and spiegeleisen
in pigs, blocks, or other primary for-
mats; flat-rolled products of iron or
non- alloy steel, of a width of 600
mm or more, hot- rolled, not clad,
plated or coated; Flat-rolled prod-
ucts of iron or non-alloy steel, of a
width of 600 mm or more, cold-
rolled (cold-reduced), not clad,
plated or coated, Flat-rolled prod-
ucts of iron or non-alloy steel, of a
width of 600 mm or more, clad,
plated or coated have been hiked to
15 per cent from 'Nil' currently.

Also, 15 per cent duty has been
imposed on flat-rolled products of
stainless steel of width >=600mm,

DOCUMENTS TO KEEP HANDY
FOR SMOOTH RENEWAL
) The expired policy copy

> Registration Certificate
»Driving license

»Specifics of the vehicle like
model, age, date of registration

>RTO address where the car
is registered

the facility of entire end-to-end
policy management. You are
now just a few clicks away
from a timely and smooth
insurance renewal.

ADITYA SHARMA |

CHIEF DISTRIBUTION

OFFICER — RETAIL SALES, BAJA)
ALLIANZ GENERAL INSURANCE

other bars and rods of stainless
steel; angles, shapes and sections
of stainless-steel; bars and rods,
hot-rolled, in irregularly wound
coils, of other alloy steel.

Besides, the duty on import of raw
materials used in the plastic indus-
tryhasalso been reduced to lower the
cost of domestic manufacturing.

While import duty on naptha has
been cut to 1 per cent, from 2.5 per
cent, the duty on propylene Oxide
hasbeen halved to 2.5 per cent. The
import duty on Polymers of Vinyl
Chloride (PVC) has been cut to 7.5
per cent, from 10 per cent, currently.

Announcing the customs duty cut
on plastic, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said the levies
are being cut on raw materials and
intermediaries where the import
dependence is high.

follow if you missed renewing your motor insurance
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VERMA & CO WIN SUCCESSIVE WORLD CUP GOLD, BHARDWAJ
CLINCHES SILVER, WHILE MIXED TEAM SETTLE FOR BRONZE

Archers reign supreme

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gwangju (South Korea), May
21: The Indian men’s compound
archery team Saturday came from
behind to prevail over France by two
points in an intense finish to win
the gold medal in successive World
Cup stages.

Unheralded Mohan Bhardwaj
also shared the limelight as he
stunned reigning world champion
Nico Wiener en route to winning
adream World Cup individual sil-
ver medal as Indian compound
archers outshone their much-fan-
cied recurve teammates.

A day after the Olympic discipline
recurve archers ended their cam-
paign with a solitary bronze (in
women’s team event), India bagged
one gold, one silver and one bronze
in the compound section Saturday
to end their World Cup Stage 2
campaign with five medals.

That the compound archers
bagged one gold, one silver and
two bronze from India’s total medal
count of five summed up their
dominance compared to the TOPS-
supported Olympic discipline re-
curve archers.

India began the day with the
men’s compound team dishing out
a superb fightback to prevail over
France 232-230 to win the gold medal.

In arepeat of the Stage 1 final,
the fourth-seeded men’s team, com-
prising Abhishek Verma, Aman
Saini and Rajat Chauhan, found it-
self trailing against its sixth-seed
rivals in the first two ends.

But riding on an immaculate
finish in the third end the trio
sealed a 232-230 win over its French
counterparts Adrien Gontier, Jean
Philippe Boulch and Qentin Baraer
to win the World Cup Stage 2 gold.

In the last World Cup final at
Antalya in April, the same Indian
trio had defeated France by one-
point.

Verma went on to win a second
medal when he along with Avneet
Kaur pipped higher-seeded Turkey’s
Amircan Haney and Ayse Bera
Suzer 156-155 to win the bronze in
the mixed team event.

For Kaur, this was her second
bronze having won a team bronze
in the women’s event earlier.
Starting off with 39-all, the sixth-
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JOB DONE: (From R) At;hishek Verma, Aman Saini and Rajat Chauhan imitate the trademark style from the movie
‘Pushpa’ while celebrating their triumph

Mohan Bhardwaj

seeded Indian duo trailed by two
points in the second end (77-79)
with its fourth-seeded rivals shoot-
ing four 10s including three Xs
(closer to the centre).

Verma and Kaur narrowed the
deficit to one point in the third
end shooting 39/40 and finished
off in style with a perfect fourth end
—four 10s, including one X.

Later in the day, Bhardwaj, who
made his World Cup debut only
last month, conjured up the biggest
win of his career when he shocked
his World No.7 Austrian opponent
143-141 in the semifinal en route to
claim a silver.

Srabani secures gold at

Indian Grand Prix 3

e et e

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, May 21: It was
day of mixed fortunes for Odisha
athletes as they bagged a gold,
courtesy Srabani Nanda, and a sil-
ver as well as a bronze medal in the
Indian Grand Prix 3 at the Kalinga
Stadium here Saturday:.

The 31-year-old Srabani finished
on top of the podium in the women'’s
200m race, with a time of 24.04 sec-
onds. Nanda, running her first na-
tional-level race on home soil since
June 2018, had run a season’s best
of 23.68s in Kingston, Jamaica in
March.

Rajashree Prasad of West Bengal
(25.00s) looked like she would keep
pace with Nanda initially but slowed
down later and finished third be-
hind Sonia (24.82s) of Haryana.

Akshay Annappa Shetty
(Maharashtra) claimed his first
major national-level title when he
won the men’s 200m in 21.86 seconds.
Having eased past home favourite

Amiya Mallick in Race A, he had
to wait to confirm his victory.

Aryan Ekka, an Odisha teenager,
dipped under 22 seconds for the
first time in winning Race B but was
one-hundredth of a second behind
Akshay.

Another 31-year-old athlete Sarita
Romit Singh of Uttar Pradesh com-
fortably won the women’s ham-
mer throw event. Sarita showed
consistency, winning her third
event this year with a best throw
over 61.41m.

Though she was short of her
season’s best of 64.16m recorded in
the Federation Cup in Kozhikode
last month, she had reasons to be
happy that each of her four legal
efforts on Saturday went past the
60m mark.

Tamil Nadu’s G Deenadayalan
took the men’s pole vault gold by
clearing 4.60m. Bineesh Jacob
(Kerala) and Manish Singh
(Haryana) won silver medals with
best efforts of 4.40m.
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Avneet Kaur and Abhishek pose with
their bronze medals

Trailing by two points after first
two ends, the 32-year-old, who won
asilver at this year Senior Nationals,
produced a remarkable comeback
by winning the third with two 10s
to level it 85-all.

Having fallen behind by one-
point in the fourth end, Bhardwaj
finished it off in style with three
10s. The Uttarakhand archer’s
dream run finally ended in the
final by none other than Dutch
world number one Mike Schloesser
(141-149). This was his first indi-
vidual medal at the international
stage. Bhardwaj had won his
maiden international medal, a

team silver, at the Bangkok Asian
Championships in 2019.

In the men’s compound team
final, France started off with a 57
in the first end. Verma shot in the
red ring (8) with his second arrow
but Saini and Chauhan showed
perfect team bonding to finish with
two 10s to make sure the deficit
was just one point.

Both teams shot identical scores
of 58/60 in the second end. India
stepped it up with three 10s in their
second set of arrows as France
also matched them to retain their
overall one-point lead.

Shooting first as they trailed in
the third end, India showed tremen-
dous resilience to turn it around
with three 10s as their under-pres-
sure French rivals shot a couple of
9s to fall behind.

Showing calm nerves, the Indian
trio sealed it with another round
of three 10s to make it 60 out of
60, while their opponents managed
just 56 as India turned the tables
from a one-point deficit to a three-
point cushion (174-171) going into
the decisive fourth end.

It was all about not doing any-
thing silly as the Indian team capped
it with four 10s to make it 58, against
the French trio’s 59 but that was not
enough as the Indian compound
men’s team won their second gold
of the season.

SPORTS

FRROR-PRONE SINDHU
GOES DOWN IN SEMIS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangkok, May 21: A profligate PV
Sindhu faltered in the semifinals
of the Thailand Open, going down
in straight games to Olympic cham-
pion and World No.4 Chen Yu Fei
of China here Saturday.

Sindhu, a two-time Olympic
medallist, lost 17-21, 16-21 to third
seeded Chen in 43 minutes to end
an impressive run in the Super
500 tournament.

Sindhu, seeded sixth, enjoyed a
6-4 head-to-head count coming into
the match but she was not her
usual best and committed too many
unforeed errors against the Chinese,
who played aggressive badminton
to come up trumps against the
Indian. The 26-year-old from
Hyderabad had also lost to Chen the
last time the two faced off at the 2019
BWF World Tour Finals.

Sindhu was the first to log points
but Chen strengthened her defence
and kept the rallies alive with her
overall game to push the Indian
to commit errors. Chen was dom-
inant throughout the first set and
led 11-7 at interval before eventu-
ally sealing the game.

The World No.7 Indian produced
a better show in the second game,
leading 6-3 before making it 10-5. But
Chen soon found her bearings as
she mixed her shots well to gather
three successive points.

Sindhu, however, managed to
go into the break with a narrow two-
point cushion after winning a 25-
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shot rally. But the World No.4 soon
tightened her game and turned
the tables as Sindhu continued her
erroneous run, allowing Chen to
move to a 15-12 advantage.
Sindhu managed to narrow it
to 15-17 with a precise return that
just kissed the lines but she again

X

went wide with a cross court return.

Chen then produced a winner on
Sindhu’s forehand before sending
another one at the forecourt to
grab five match points. The Chinese
squandered one with a long shot be-
fore sealing the contest with a body
smash.

TEAM ANNOUNCED FOR FIH WOMEN'S PRO LEAGUE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 21: India Saturday
named a 24-member women’s
hockey team, to be led by Savita
Punia, for the European leg of the
FIH Pro League matches in Belgium
and Netherlands in June.

The team will play six matches
from June 11 to 22 ahead of the
FIH Hockey Women’s World Cup to
be held in Spain and the
Netherlands from July 1-17.

India play hosts Belgium June 11
and 12 in Antwerp before shifting
base to Rotterdam, the Netherlands,
to face Argentina (June 18 and 19)
and USA (June 21 and 22). Savita will
continue to lead the team though
star striker Rani Rampal is likely

THE TEAM
(Goalkeepers) Savita (C), Bichu Devi
Kharibam; (Defenders) Deep Grace Ekka
(ve), Gurjit Kaur, Nikki Pradhan, Udita,
Ishika Chaudhary, Akshata Abaso
Dhekale; (Midfielders) Nisha, Sushila
Chanu Pukhrambam, Monika, Neha, Jyoti,
Navjot Kaur, Sonika, Salima Tete, Baljeet
Kaur; (Forwards) Vandana Katariya,
Lalremsiami, Navneet Kaur, Sharmila
Devi, Sangita Kumari, Deepika, Rani.

to return to action after she made
her last appearance at last year’s
Tokyo Olympics.

Rani was under rehabilitation
after recovering from a prolonged
hamstring injury. She was named
in the Indian squad for the last
two matches of the FTH Pro League

MI help RCB seal last playoft spot

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, May 21: Royal
Challengers Bangalore sneeked
into the playoffs after Mumbai
Indians broke Delhi Capitals’ heart
with a five-wicket win in their last
IPL match here Saturday:.

Already out of contention, MI
played partypoopers as they first
restricted DC to 159/7 with Jasprit
Bumrah snapping three wickets
(3/25) and then returned to over-
haul the target in 19.1 overs to
knock the 2020 finalists out of the
tournament.

While Ishan Kishan (48, 35b, 3x4,
4x6) and Dewald Brevis (37, 33b,
1x4, 3x6) kept MI in the hunt, it
was Tim David’s 11-ball 34-run (2x4,
4x6) cameo that brought the five-
time champions back into the chase.
Tilak Varma also chipped in with
acrucial 17-ball 21.

With MI at 95/3 in 14.3 overs,
DC skipper Rishabh Pant made a
strategic blunder as he refused to
go for DRS after David nicked the
first ball of his innings but the on-
field umpire didn’t give him out.

It came back to haunt DC as
David brought down the equation
to 15 off 14 balls. Ramandeep then
provided the finishing touch with
a six-ball 13.

DC finished with 14 points to re-

Bhagat,

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 21: Paralympic
champion Pramod Bhagat secured
two golds to lead the Indian bad-
minton team’s medal rush at the
Bahrain Para Badminton
International in Manama Saturday:

Bhagat received a walkover from
arch-rival Daniel Bethell of England
in the men’s singles SL3 final, while
he paired up with Manisha Ramdass
to outwit Thailand’s Siripong
Teamarrom and Saensupa Nipada 21-
14, 21-11 in the summit clash of mixed
doubles SL3-SU5 class.

World No.1 Bhagat, who had set-
tled for two bronze medals in the
Brazil Para Badminton
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main in the fifth spot, while RCB

joined Gujarat Titans, Rajasthan
Royals and Lucknow Super Giants
into the playoffs with 16 points.

Earlier; opting to field, MI bowlers,
led by Bumrah left DC tottering at
50/4 in 8.4 overs but Roviman Powell
(43, 34b, 1x4, 4x6) and skipper Pant
(39, 33b, 4x4, 1x6) shared 75 off 44 balls
to resurrect the innings and take
them to a decent total.

Daniel Sams (1/30) and Riley
Mereditch (0/9) bowled well as did
the spin duo of Mayank Markande
(1/26) and Hrithik Shooken (0/34).
Ramandeep (2/29) also managed
to scalp two wickets.

Dhillon
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International recently, registered
a convincing 21-16, 21-14 win over
compatriot and Paralympic bronze
medallist Manoj Sarkar in the SL3
semifinals.

Tarun Dhillon also secured a

A 0 e S
Back after recovering from a
bout of typhoid, Shaw (24) looked
in good touch but Sams produced
the first breakthrough when he
had Warner. Bumrah then turned
the heat as he first found the out-
side edge of Mitchell Marsh with
Rohit taking a low catch and then
returned to sent back Shaw with an
unplayable bouncer.

It was time for Markande to
shine next as Sarfaraz Khan nicked
one outside the off-stump to see
DC slump to 50/4 in ninth over.
Then Pant and Powell propped DC.

BRIEF SCORES: DC 159/7
(Rovman Powell 43, Rishabh Pant

ag golds

gold after beating Korea’s Shin
Kyung Hwan 21-9, 21-9 in the men’s
singles SL4 final. The Indian had
notched up a 21-14, 21-15 win over
Thailand’s Siripong Teamarrom
in the semifinals.

Nor’wester damages
Eden Gardens press box

KOLKATA: Rain and thunderstorm
Saturday evening caused some dam-
age at Eden Gardens ahead of two
IPL playoffs and also delayed the
arrival of table-toppers Gujarat
Titans here. The Nor'wester, which is
locally called Kalbaisakhi, lashed
parts of the state including the
metropolis, causing damage to the
stadium which is slated to host back-
to-back IPL matches Tuesday and
Wednesday. The squall shattered the
glass covers of the press box, while
few hoardings and the cover were
also blown away by the thunder-
storm which was ‘accompanied by
wind speed of 90 kmph’ according to
the Met department. A CAB official
said the ‘damages were minor’ and
will not affect their preparation for
the matches. “We still have two days
in between. Everything will be ready
and the press box glass will be fixed
in time,” said an official. BCCI presi-
dent Sourav Ganguly also visited the
venue after the thunderstorm to take
stock of the situation.

39; Jasprit Bumrah 3/25,
Ramandeep Singh 2/29) lost to MI
160/5 (Ishan Kishan 48, Dewald
Brevis 37, Tim David 34; Shardul
Thakur 2/32) by 5 wickets.

In women’s singles, Mandeep
Kaur (SL3) lost 5-21, 17-21 to Halime
Yildiz to sign off with a silver
medal. She had pulled off a shock-
ing 21-18, 21-14 win over top seed and
compatriot Manasi Joshi in the
semifinals.

Among others, Dhillon and
Nitesh Kumar also registered a
win in the men’s doubles SL3-SH4
semifinals, defeating Korean Hwan
and Joo Dongjae in straight games
21-18, 21-18 and will take on
Thailand’s Mongjon Bunsun and
Siripong Teamarrom in final.

In women’s events, Ramdass
(SU5) and Mandeep Kaur (SL3)
reached the final of women’s dou-
bles SL3-SU5 class. The second

in Bhubaneswar against the
Netherlands last month but did
not play. Experienced defender
Deep Grace Ekka will be the vice
captain of the team which also has
junior World Cup stars like Bichu
Devi Kharibam, Ishika Chaudhary;

Akshata Abaso Dhekale, Baljeet -
Kaur; Sangita Kumari and Deepika.

Rajini Etimarpu and Mahima
Chaudhary - who will be the cap-
tain and vice captain respectively of
the Indian team for the June 4-5 FIH
Women'’s Hockey 5s in Switzerland
- as well as Rajwinder Kaur have
been named as standbys. The Indian
team is currently placed second in the
standings after Argentina with 22
points from eight matches with four
wins, three draws and one loss.

Praggnanandhaa
clinches another
win over Carlsen

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 21: Indian
Grandmaster Praggnanandhaa
Rameshbabu notched up his second
win of the season over Magnus
Carlsen in the fifth round of the
Chessable Masters online rapid
chess tournament, exactly three
months after stunning the World
Champion for the first time.

The 16-year-old from Chennai
capitalised on a late blunder from
Carlsen on Friday to pocket three
crucial points to keep himself in
the hunt for aa knockout berth.

The match was headed for a draw
before the Norwegian committed a
blunder in the 40th move when he
misplaced a black knight during the
final seconds and resigned imme-
diately in the next move as
Praggnanandhaa emerged winner.

The victory took the teeanager
to 12 points, while Carlsen was at
the second spot behind China’s Wei
Yi. Praggnanandhaa is currently
sharing the fifth place with Ding
Liren. In February, Praggnanandhaa
had stunned Carlsen in the Airthings
Masters online rapid chess tourna-
ment, becoming only the third Indian
to clinch a victory over the World
Champion.

at Bahrain Int’l

seeded pair of Kaur and Ramdass,
who has a gold together from the
Brazil Para Badminton
International, will face the
Paralympic duo of Palak Kohli
and Parul Parmar in the final.
Parmar, however, lost to Turkey’s
Halime Yildiz 21-5, 21-18 in her
women’s singles SL3 semifinals.
Among other Indian finalists
are Nithya Sre Sumathy Sivan,

who defeated Thailand’s Chai -

Saeyang 21-13, 21-18 in the women’s

singles SH6 last-four round. Chirag ¢

Baretha and Raj Kumar also made
it to the final of men’s doubles SU5

event, as did Dhinagaran
Pandurangan and Sivarajan—-

Solaimalai in doubles SH6.

1 Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159
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