SHORT TAKES

Cong show-cause
notice to Moquim

Bhubaneswar: Odisha Congress
served a show-cause notice on
Barabati-Cuttack MLA Mohammed
Moquim Friday for voting in favour of
Droupadi Murmu in the presidential
poll. Congress state president Sarat
Patnaik issued the notice to Moquim
for violating party discipline and
asked him to explain within two
weeks why disciplinary action should
not be taken against him. Moquim
had created a flutter in political
circles in the state by announcing
that he voted for Murmu, as she was
a "daughter of Odisha". More P3

New York reports 1st
polio case in a decade

New York: An unvaccinated young adult
from New York recently contracted polio,
the first US case in nearly a decade,
health officials said Thursday. Officials
said the patient, who lives in Rockland
County, had developed paralysis. The
person developed symptoms a month
ago and did not recently travel outside
the country, county health officials said.
The last such case was in 2013, when a 7-
month-old who had recently moved to
the US from India was diagnosed in San
Antonio, Texas, according the federal
health officials.

4 IRREGULAR by MANJUL

I'm thinking of taking up
a part-time job to pay
} my taxes

BIG BREAK

Actor Manushi Chhillar believes that she has
been noticed because of her debut

movie ‘Samrat Prithviraj’ m@
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RECORD COVID TOLLIN NZ

. New Zealanders are dying from Covid-19 at record
54 rates as the country battles a new wave of
= the Omicron strain
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CBSE pass percentage dips

W 94.4% CLEAR CLASS X & 92.71% PASS CLASS XII

Pass percentage of Class X
students dips by 4.64, even
as the number of students
scoring above 90% and
95% witnesses a jump

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 22: Girls outper-
formed boys in Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) Class
Xand XII exams, the results of which
were declared Friday. However, the
pass percentage for both the classes
has witnessed a decline.

As per CBSE sources, the pass
percentage of the Class X students
dipped by 4.64, even as the number
of students scoring above 90 per cent
and 95 per cent witnessed a jump
as against last year's figure.

Likewise, girls also outshone
boys in Class XII CBSE exam even
as the overall pass percentage dipped
from last year's 99.37 per cent to
92.71 per cent, officials said Friday:.

The CBSE had recorded the high-
est-ever pass percentage of 99.04 in
Class X exam last year. However, the
results last year were announced
on the basis of an alternative as-
sessment scheme as the exams
could not be conducted due to

Oppn bats for scribes’

B GIRLS OUTPERFORM BOYS WITH 95.21% IN CLASS X AND 94.54% IN XiI

OP PHOTO

EUPHORIC MOOD: Students of BJEM School in Bhubaneswar re10|ce after the CBSE Class XII results were out Friday

Covid-19.

The pass percentage for Class
Xthis year stands at 94.4, which is
4.64 per cent lower than last year's
91.46. The difference between the
pass percentage of girls and boys
was 3.7 last year.

While the pass percentage of
girls stood at 95.21, that of boys
and transgender candidates was
93.8 and 90 respectively.

Over 21.09 lakh regular candi-
dates had registered for the Class
X exam this year, of whom 20.931akh

| With 99.68% success rate,
Trivandrum region tops
the country

B With 99.71% pass rate in
Class X and 98.93% in
Class XIlI, JNVs emerge as
the best performers

had appeared in it.

The number of candidates scor-
ing above 95 per cent has increased
by over 7,000, with 64,908 students

falling in the bracket. Similarly,
the number of students scoring
between 90 and 95 per cent has
gone up by over 36,000 from last
year's 2,00,962. A total of 2,36,993 can-
didates have scored between 90
and 95 per cent this year. The num-
ber of children with special needs
scoring above 95 per cent is 63,
while 290 students in the category
have scored above 90 per cent. In the
CBSE-affiliated schools abroad,
97.29 per cent students have passed
Class X. CONTD...P4

SHREYA SHINES WITH
100% SCORE IN CLASS X

H

BHUBANESWAR: Shreya Pattnaik of
Mother’s Public School here secured
100 per cent marks in all subjects in
Class X exam as the results of CBSE
Class X and XII annual examinations
were declared Friday. Shreya said she
was expecting good marks but she
was surprised to see 100 per cent in
every subject. The topper said she
had focused on self study with the
help of parents. “After school hours, |
used to spend three-four hours on
self study. More than quantity, |
believe in quality study.” Shreya aims
at pursuing medical studies.
Meanwhile, CBSE’s Bhubaneswar
region’s pass percentage stood at
90.37 per cent for Class XII and 96.46
per cent for Class X.

NEERAJ IN FINAL

Neeraj Chopra qualifies for the javelin final
at the Athletics Worlds requiring just
a single throw
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Dinesh Gunawardena
Sri lanka_’s new PM

AGENCIES

Colombo, July 22: Dinesh
Gunawardena, a hard-core leftist
leader whose family has a con-
nection with India, became Sri
Lanka's Prime Minister by a quirk
of fate at a time when the country
is grappling with unprecedented
economic and political turmoil.

A stalwart of Sri Lankan politics,
Gunawardena was appointed as
the Prime Minister Friday, a day
after Ranil Wickremesinghe was el-
evated to President's post.

Gunawardena, 73, earlier served
as the foreign minister and edu-
cation minister. He was appointed
as Home Minister in April by then
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

A schoolmate of President
Wickremesinghe, Gunawardena,
has held various Cabinet posts in
the past.

Born in 1949, Gunawardena isthe -
leader of the Trotskyist majority

nationalist Mahajana Eksath
Peramuna (MEP), a constituent
party of the ruling Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna party.
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entry into Assembly

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 22: Opposition mem-
bers Friday created a ruckus in the Assembly
demanding entry of journalists into the
press gallery of the House.

Raising the issue during question hour,
the opposition MLAs demanded the lifting
of the restrictions imposed on mediapersons
and allowed all MLAs to sit inside the House.

The Question Hour of the Assembly was
completely washed out as Congress and
BJP trooped into the well of the House,
shouted slogans and disrupted the pro-
ceedings of the business of the house. Unable
to run the business, Speaker BK Arukha
convened an all-party meeting adjourning
the House till 11:30am. As mediapersons
are not allowed to the press gallery, they
are unable to report the proceedings correctly;
said BJP chief whip Mohan Charan Majhi.

“When the Rath Yatra was conducted with
the participation of lakhs of people and the
Parliament started functioning normally,
why the journalists will not be allowed into
the press gallery?” he asked. Majhi said
some of the members are being treated as sec-
ond-class citizens as they were asked to sit
in galleries and demean their dignity.

Congress member Tara Prasad Bahinipati
demanded the Speaker to allow mediaper-
sons to sit in the press gallery to cover the

proceedings. He also urged the Speaker to
allow other members to sit in the House
like during the pre-Covid period.

His party colleague, Jayanarayan Mishra
said except for Odisha, the Assemblies in other
states are functioning normally and wanted
the Speaker to initiate steps for the normal
functioning of the Assembly.

Congress MLA Santosh Singh Saluja said
the Parliament is functioning normally
even though its strength is three times more
than the Odisha Assembly. He urged the
Speaker to give a ruling to allow the medi-
apersons to the press gallery.

Congress MLA Suresh Chandra Routray
said it is very unfortunate that the statement
of senior BJD member Prafulla Samal dur-
ing the debate for demand for grants Thursday
was disrupted due to a technical snag.

Laxman Munda of CPI (M) also demanded
the Speaker to ensure that the MLAs sit-
ting in the gallery come to the House and allow
the mediapersons to the press gallery.

Keeping the safety of members in view of
Covid-19 pandemic, the seating arrange-
ments of MLAs and journalists were taken
up at the all-party meeting, said the Speaker.

With only a few days are left for the cur-
rent session to end, a decision on lifting the
restriction on media would be taken in the
next session, considering the situation pre-
vailing then, he added.

NATIONAL FILM AWARDS

Suriya, Devgn share Best Actor award

‘Soorarai Pottru’, National Awards along with

. Suriya who won for 'Soorarai

which won the Pottru'. “I thank everyone, most

National Award for of all my creative team, the

audience and my fans. I also ex-

Best Feature, also go‘t press my gratitude to my par-

Aparrna Balamurali ents & the Almighty for their

. blessings. Congratulations to

the Best Actress prize all the other winners,” Devgn

3! '/ >Y said in a statement.

AGENCIES Ajay Devgn Aparrna Balamurali Suriya “Soorarai Pottru” also won

Best Screenplay for Shalini

New Delhi, July 22: Tamil Entertainment. founder Capt GR Gopinath,also  Usha Nair and director Sudha

film “Soorarai Pottru” won Directed by Om Raut, won Aparrna Balamurali the Kongara as well as Best Music

the National Award for Best ~ “Tanhaji...” isbased onthelife ~ Best Actress prize. Direction (Background Score)
Feature, Best Actor and Best  of Tanaji Malusare, the mili- The Bollywood star, whohas ~ for GV Prakash Kumar.

Actress at the 68th National tary leader of Maratha king previously won the National The late Malayalam film-

Film Awards for 2020 an- Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj's  Film Award for Best Actor for ~ maker Sachidanandan KR was

nounced Friday.

The second big winner of
the day was Ajay Devgn-star-
rer “Tanhaji: The Unsung
Warrior” which bagged the

}awards for Best Actor for
Devgn and Best Popular Film
Providing Wholesome

army. Set in the 17th century,
the film also won the Best
Costume Designer for Nachiket
Barve and Mahesh Sherla.
Devgn shared the Best Actor
award with Suriya, who got it for
“Soorarai Pottru”. The film, in-
spired by the life of Air Deccan

his performances in “Zakhm”
(1998) and “The Legend of
Bhagat Singh” (2002), said he
was elated to receive the hon-
our for the third time.

“I'm elated to win the Best
Actor Award for Tanhaji—The
Unsung Warrior' at the 68th

posthumously named Best
Director for "Ayyappanum
Koshiyum", which also won
Best Supporting Actor for Biju
Menon, Best Action Direction
(Stunt Choreography) and Best
Playback Female Singer for
Nanchamma. CONTD...P4
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B ARIES

The stars urge you to focus ¥
on your finances and sav- s
ings, and today, you might

remain very busy doing just that. But take
care, says Ganesha, you don't want a
sulking spouse when you go home. Don't

cancel any plans; go ahead and enjoy that
new film.

B TAURUS

Your unfailing punctuality, P
your insistence on following =

time schedules is due to be
noticed and appreciated today. Your col-
leagues and superiors will be singing
praises as soon as you arrive for work. If
you are in an artistic or a creative profes-
sion, such as designing, journalism, multi
media, you have a remarkably eventful
and gratifying day ahead.

H GEMINI

Today, you may resume your
quest for spirituality which
you had aborted some time
back. However, that doesn't mean you
are on your way to sainthood. You are just
trying to get close to your inner self.
Though you will be frugal while spending
on yourself, your lavish treatment to your
beloved will stump everyone, including
him/her, predicts Ganesha.

l CANCER

You are likely to be a little
over-zealous and over-ana- |
lytical today, foretells
Ganesha. You should not to be too force-
ful or severe on others. This will help you
save a few friendships and will make sure
that your reputation remains intact.

>ELEO

Agreed that home is where

ALICIA SILVERSTONE STILL SLEEPS
NEXT TO HER 11-YEAR-OLD SON

Actress Alicia Silverstone still sleeps next to her 11-
year-old son Bear and says that she is simply following
nature with her parenting style. She also praised
motherhood as the most precious, most unbelievable

ELVIS ACTRESS AND SINGER
SHONKA DUKUREH DEAD

Singer and actress Shonka Dukureh (44), who played
Big Mama Thornton in Baz Luhrmann’s Elvis, was
found dead in her apartment Thursday, the police said.
According to a tweet from the Metro Nashville Police

experience in this world, adding that it is divine for her.

i bt 1o T "Il“l.

Mumbai: Actress Manushi Chhillar, who will be seen
starring opposite actor John Abraham in the upcoming
film Tehran, believes that she has been noticed be-
cause of her work in her debut film Samrat Prithviraj.
Tehran is a film inspired by true events and
Manushi is ecstatic to have landed her third
. bigproject. She says: “I'm thrilled to have

\,  signed my third film and it’s amazing
\ that I have been noticed because of my

\ work in debut film in which I really

\ put in my everything.”

Manushi is happy that the media
and audience have also loved her new

. look in the film.

She adds: "I sport a new look in

. this film and I'm really excited about

\ it. I want to do varied roles and be
apart of the best films being made
by our industry."

“Tehran gives me an opportu-
nity to shine bright and I hope I
can do justice to the role on screen.

' Twill work very hard for it.”

A Maddock Films production in
association with Bake My Cake
Films, Tehran has been directed by
Arun Gopalan, written by Ritesh
Shah and Ashish Prakash
Verma, produced by Dinesh
Vijan, Shobhna Yadav and
Sandeep Leyzell. IANS

Elated at bagging
3rd Nat’l Award:Ajay

Mumbai: Actor Ajay Devgn has bagged the
third National Film Award as an actor

for Tanhaji-The Unsung Warrior.
Expressing his reaction the actor
said, “I'm elated to share the ho-
nour with Suriya who won for
Soorarai Pottru. I thank
everyone, most of all my
creative team, the audi-
ence and my fans. I also
express my gratitude
to my parents & the

Sara drops
major fitness goals

Department, no foul play is evident in Dukureh's death.

I've been noticed for my
debut movie: Manushi

Samantha obsessed
with Brahmastra
track Kumkumala

Mumbai: Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor's new
song Kesariya from Brahmastra has struck the

e

right chord among music lovers. The song, which

was released in Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, and

the heart is. But today, your
home is where your troubles
will be. The faster you try to run away
from them, the quicker they seem to
catch up with you, says Ganesha. So,

Almighty for their
blessings.
Congratulations to
all the other win-

scooting off may not be the best solution. ners.” star captioned the post, “It’'s good tobe back  and pictures on her social media.
Some people around you may try to blow Tanhaji: The Hogaya Holiday come back on track You Meanwhile, on the work )
things out of proportion; the best way to Unsung Warrior, di- must work hard, there’s no easy hack Just ~ front, she has a couple of
keep them in checkis with a smile. rected by Om Raut, keep going- no time to slack You cannot movies in her kitty. Sara
--------------------------------------- released January 10, crack- sojust attack! Oh! And remember ~ will be seen sharing screen | T
2020, and also had Saif supplement this effort with a healthy  space with Vikrant Massey | 1 { .
H VIRGO Ali Khan, Kajol and snack”. and Chitrangada Singh in 1“ |
Confidently take on the “ Sharad Kelkar in piv- In the video, the Kedarnath actor  Gaslight. { B .
challenges that in all likeli- P, *% otal roles. could be seen doing her cardio work- The film is being directed | s i

hood will test your business

abilities, especially the ones that are
related to your investments and mone-
tary matters. You will most probably
come up with novel ideas to solve long-
pending issues, and Ganesha says that
this will be very effective.

The film happens to
be Ajay's 100th film in his
career spanning 30 years.
Previously, Ajay has bagged
the Best Actor National Film
Award twice for his films Zakhm
and The Legend Of Bhagat Singh.
Talking about Tanhaji: The Unsung
Warrior, the film managed to emerge as
the biggest blockbuster of 2020. Not just this,
it won the hearts of the audience as Ajay was
loved as Tanhaji Malusare.

Mumbai: Actress Sara Ali Khan Friday
shared a video from her super exhaust-
ing workout session.

Taking to Instagram, the Atrangi Re

outs under the supervision of her
trainer. Sara donned a blue top
with black shorts in the video.
Soon after the 26-year-old

actor shared her video,
fans flooded the com-
ment section
with

IANS

praises for the actor for her im-

mense hard work.

Sara frequently treats her

fans with her workout videos

by Pawan Kripl who ear-
lier helmed Bhoot Police. She
has also recently finished shoot-
ing for an untitled project
alongside Vicky Kaushal.
AGENCIES

Kannada as well is winning hearts and has been
on the minds of everyone. South beauty Samantha
is also obsessed with the song, but her favourite is
the Telugu version of Kumkumala. The songison
repeat mode in her playlist and she just can't seem
to get enough of it.

Samantha shared Alia and Ranbir's Kumkumala
song and wrote, “Obsessed....sighhhh. This song is
everything !! #Kumkumala. @aliabhatt cannot
wait. #Brahmastra.”

The love anthem of the year is composed by

. Pritam and written by Chandrabose while the
soulful song has been sung by Sid Sriram in Telugu.
Along with the Hindi version, the Kannada version
is also receiving super responses from audiences.

and Alia and Ranbir’s chemistry kept audiences
hooked to the screens.

Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt's Brahmastra is
one of the most anticipated films. It also stars
Amitabh Bachchan, Mouni Roy, and Nagarjuna

\ Akkineni. AGENCIES

Thereisa very strong possi-

bility of major improve-

ing and image today. But it all depends so

much upon your personal character, and,

even with your own life. Those who seek
to malign or dent your reputation will be

HLIBRA r 1
ANAN
ments in your public stand-
therefore, you must guard it zealously,
disappointed, says Ganesha.

.......................................

l SCORPIO

| PEANUTS

CROSSWORD

Today, there may come up

situations which may test

your patience, predicts

Ganesha. However, it would be wise to sit
and sort out all the differences with your
colleagues or family members or your
partner.

M SAGITTARIUS

The cloud of worries is likely
to keep you gloomy today.

MY PIANO DOWN

b

10U THREW NOT “OUR
PIANO, SWEETIE..,
THE SEWER!!

Try to burst that cloud, and
take a decision that would help you to
solve your troubles. There may be some
delay, if you want the situation to get
back to normal.

.......................................
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Il CAPRICORN

You'll kick start the day in
high spirit which will take
everyone by surprise. You '

will shift gears at work so that you can

YOU DONT NEED A CRIE.
11 ML YOU NEED 1S A ROCK.
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SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

b E o

perform more efficiently and productive-
ly. Such a change will boost your confi- . . . . . . . . . . [RIE[G|A[L]E]
dence as you will see the positive results o
EE NN
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The romantic track was shot in the ghats of Varanasi_~
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. Dignitaries during a seminar World  57,30,26,064 54,30,07,796 63,98,987 _-
held at Bakharabad Gandhi
Bhawan in Cuttack, Friday, India 4,38,47,065  4,31,71,653 5,25,930
to mark the death X
anniversary of Rama Devi Odisha 13,04,369  12,88,970 9,130 e
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Several schools in the Capital city
registered 100 per cent results in the
Class X and XII examinations

POST NEW NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 22: Students
of many schools in the capital city
here came out with flying colours
in the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) Class X and XII
examinations, whose results were
declared Friday.

Mother’s Public School’s Shreya
Pattnaik topped the CBSE Class
X examination in Odisha by se-
curing full 500 marks. On the other
hand, Karan Pattanaik and Amlaan
Akshay Anshu Sahoo topped the
Class XII Science stream with 98.80
per cent while Prateek Pratyush
Dash topped the Commerce stream
with 97.40 per cent in the school. The
school registered 100 per cent pass
in the examinations.

At SAI International School,
Suhana Jena is the Class X school
topper with 99.8 per cent, followed
by Adyasha Syam with 99.4 per
cent and Janisha Karan with 99.2
per cent.

In Class XII, Subhrasikha
Pradhan, Kashish Agrawalla and
Khushi Agrawalla are the school
toppers with 98.8 per cent in
Commerce stream, followed by
Abhipsha Padhi and Sandhya
Priyadarsini Pattanaik with 98.6 per
cent in Science stream.

The school also registered 100 per
cent pass percentage.

At ODM Public School, Aditya
Kar is the school topper as he se-
cured 99.8 per cent in Class X exam.

In Class XII, Shristi Agarwal
topped the Commerce stream with
99.2 per cent while Manisha Sahoo
topped the science stream with 99
per cent. ODM Public School too reg-
istered a full pass percentage.

With 499 marks (99.8 per cent) in
Class X exam, Amrit Kumar Ghoshal
is the topper in Buxi Jagabandhu
English Medium School.

In Class XII, Rajesh Kumar Jena
topped the Science stream with
97.8 per cent, while Rakshita Patnaik
topped the Commerce stream after
securing 95 per cent.

At DAV Public School, Unit-VIII,
Bhoomika Das, Sai Shreyansh
Panda and Swayam Prakash Pani
were the school toppers by secur-
ing 499 marks (99.8 per cent) in
Class X exam. In Class XII, Soumya
Subhrakanti Swain topped the
Science stream with 98.40 per cent,
while K Rohit 97.80 per cent in
Commerce stream.

The students of ST. Xavier’s
High School did well in the CBSE
Class X examination with Tuhin
Samantaray scoring 98.8 per cent.

The school also performed well
in the Class XII examination.
Barenyaa Mohapatra secured 97.8
per cent in the exam, school
sources said.

elebrétion at DAV Public School, Unit-VIlI

i

Students of SAI International School celebrate their success in the CBSE Class XIl exam while students of

ODM Public School in a jubilant mood after their good performance in the Class X test

OP PHOTOS

P

Euphoria as City students come out with flying colours
‘GAP BETWEEN TERM |

AND Il HELPED US A LOT’

| had started my preparation for the examination

from the very beginning and given importance to all
subjects. The Term | and Il exams had their unique
challenges and opportunities. We got some time to
prepare for the subjective papers after appearing
the objective papers. This helped us a lot. We
mostly studied online and our teachers made a lot
of efforts to clear our doubts. My aim is to become
an engineer as | am interested in studying Physics,

Chemistry and Mathematics

AMRIT KUMAR GHOSHAL | BJEM SCHOOL
(99.8 PER CENT IN CLASS X)

| was expecting above 90 per cent but | had never
thought that I would score above 97 per cent.

Anyway, | had prepared very well for Term I and II.
The gap between the two tests really helped us as
we got time for better preparation. | have a dream

to become a software engineer.

RAJESH KUMAR JENA | BJEM SCHOOL
(97.8 PER CENT IN CLASS XII SCIENCE)

| had prepared for the examination by going through
the sample papers and materials from NCERT. Term
| papers were easy in comparison to Term Il papers.
The format for term | was similar to our Class XI
tests. Now, | will start preparation for JEE

KARAN PATTANAIK | MOTHER’S PUBLIC SCHOOL

(98.8 PER CENT IN cLASS XII SCIENCE)

| was expecting to be the state topper but narrowly
missed it. | used to start my day with playing chess
which helps me in focusing on my studies. We were
depending upon online classes for education. | had
studied for around eight hours daily for the
examination. | have an ambition to become a civil

servant

SUHANA JENA | SAI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
(99.8 PER CENT IN CLASS X)

I am happy with my result. Both Term I and Term Il
exams were altogether a new system for us but
hard labour and proper preparation helped us to
secure good marks. My aim is to become a doctor. |
have already started preparation for the NEET

ADITYA KAR | ODM PUBLIC SCHOOL
(99.8 PER CENT IN CLASS X)

Cong notice to Moquim for Reforms led to fall in power sector losses: Deb

‘voting in favour of Murmu

/ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 22: Odisha
Congress Friday served a show
cause notice on MLA Mohammed
Moquim for voting in favour of
NDA candidate Droupadi Murmu
in the presidential polls.

Congress state president Sarat
Pattnayak issued the notice to
Moquim for violating the party dis-
cipline and asked the Barabati-
Cuttack legislator to explain within
two weeks why disciplinary action
should not be taken against him.

Moquim had created a flutter in
political circles in the state by an-
nouncing that he voted for Murmu
as she was a ‘daughter of Odisha’.

A party spokesperson told
newspersons here that the notice
held the MLA guilty of ‘deliber-
ately acting and carrying on prop-
aganda against the programmes
and decisions of the Congress
party’.

"You are frequently addressing
the electronic media and deliber-
ately acting in a way calculated to
lower the prestige of Congress and

Congress state president
Sarat Pattnayak issued
the notice to Moquim for
violating the party
discipline and asked the
Barabati-Cuttack
legislator to explain
within two weeks why
disciplinary action
should not be taken
against him

Moquim said he has not received the notice yet and that he would
respond through the party forum. The Congress MLA reiterated that being
an Odia he went by his conscience and voted for Murmu

carrying on propaganda against
the party and its office-bearers
thereof," said the notice.

The notice gave him two weeks-
time to reply why disciplinary ac-
tion should not be taken against him
according to the Congress consti-
tution and its rules.

Moquim said he has not received
the notice yet and that he would re-
spond through the party forum. "I
am proud and delighted that a
tribal and someone from Odisha's

soil has been elected as President
of the country for the first time,"
he told reporters.

Moquim reiterated that being
an Odia he went by his conscience
and voted for Murmu, who scripted
history Thursday by being elected
the country's first tribal president.
Murmu will be the first president
to be born after independence. She
is also the youngest to occupy the
top post and the second woman to
become the president.

The aggregate technical and commercial losses in power sector have come down to
26 per cent in 2022 from 57 per cent in 2000, claimed Energy Minister Pratap Keshari Deb

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 22: The ag-
gregate technical and commercial
(AT&C) losses in power sector have
come down to 26 per cent in 2022
from 57 per cent in 2000 in Odisha
due to the introduction of reform
measures, said Energy Minister
Pratap Keshari Deb in the Assembly
Friday.

In a written reply to a query of
Gopalpur MLA Pradeep Panigrahy;
Deb said Odisha is the first state in
the country to implement power sec-
tor reforms with the enactment of
the Orissa Electricity Reform Act,
1995.

Odisha is now a power surplus
state due to the reform measures
introduced by the state govern-
ment. Around 2,000 MW power
generation capacity has been added
in the last two decades in the form
of 1,320 MW thermal capacity by
OPGC, 560 MW of renewable energy
capacity and 109 MW of small hy-
dropower capacity, he said.

The number of 33/11 KV sub-sta-

Murmu in the presidential election

MOMENT OF GLORY
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Donning the attire of trlbal women, a group of students of Rama Devi Women’s University in Bhubaneswar, Friday, celebrates the victory of Droupadl

OP PHOTO

disha is the first

state in the
country to implement
power sector reforms
with the enactment of
the Orissa Electricity
Reform Act, 1995

disha is now an

energy surplus
state with the
addition of 2,000 MW
power generation
capacity in the last
two decades

AROUND 97 PER CENT HOUSEHOLDS IN THE STATE HAVE BEEN
ELECTRIFIED UNDER VARIOUS SCHEMES LAUNCHED BY THE CENTRE AND

STATE GOVERNMENT

tions in the state has gone up from
44810 1,135 while the number of dis-
tribution transformers has also
risen from 40,170 in 2000 to 2,70,583
in 2021.

Similarly, the number of EHT
(extra high tension) Grid sub-sta-

tions in Odisha has gone up from
58t0 178 during the period. Besides,
the EHT capacity has increased
from 4,235 MVA to 24,420 MVA.
As a result, the Odisha Power
Transmission Corporation Ltd
(OPTCL) has achieved 99.9 per cent

Export turnover more than
doubled in last 5 yrs: Govt

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, July 22: State’s
export turnover has more than
doubled during the last five fi-
nancial years, MSME Minister
Pratap Keshari Deb told the state
Assembly, Friday.

Replying to an unstarred ques-
tion of BJD legislator Dhruba
Charan Sahoo, the Minister said
the total export turnover from
Odisha was Rs 52,677.09 crore in
the financial year 2017-18, which
was increased to Rs 1,27,197.66
crore during 2021-22.

Barring the financial year 2018-
19, the export from the state
recorded a positive growth on
each passing year, he said.

The total export from the state
stood at Rs 48,119.60 crore in 2018-
19, which was increased by 7.53 per
cent to Rs 51,742.32 crore in 2019-
20 and again by 55.42 per cent in

2020-21 to Rs 80,419.33 crore.

Further, the export turnover
from Odisha witnessed a growth
of 58.17 per cent during the last
financial year.

As per the reply, metallurgi-
cal, minerals, engineering/chem-
ical allied, marine and software
products are the major contrib-
utors to the state's export turnover.

Odisha has exported metal-
lurgical products worth Rs
86,726.64 crore, minerals of Rs
19,374.27 crore, engineering/chem-
ical allied products of Rs 15,496.37
crore and Rs 4,462.08 crore marine
products during the last year.

To enhance exportation from
Odisha, the state government
has been implementing the
Odisha Export Policy-2014 and
also drafted required amend-
ments to the policy, which is
under examination now, said the
minister.

transmission system availability
which is one of the best in the
country, said the Energy Minister.

He further informed that around
97 per cent households in the state
have been electrified under various
schemes launched by the Centre and
state government.

Odisha has one of the lowest
power purchase cost with no re-
tail tariff hike from the financial
year 2002 to 2010. The retail tariff
has been increased by Rs 2 in last
20 years and by only 80 paise in
last 8 years. Industrial tariff in
the state is also amongst the low-
est in the country, Deb claimed.

Stating that the state govern-
ment is prioritising the use of re-
newable energy, the Energy
Minister claimed that Odisha has
been able to meet 98 per cent of
the RPO target in FY 2021-22.

“Odisha has set examples in the
restoration of power supply in
quickest possible time following
cyclonic storms like Phailin,
Hudhud, Fani, Amphan and Yaas,”
he said.

58-year-old man
found dead in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 22: A 58-year-
old man was found dead under
mysterious circumstances at his res-
idence in Shastri Nagar area under
Kharavela Nagar police limits here,
a police official said Friday.

The deceased Banamasi Behera,
who worked as a mason, hailed
from Nayagarh, added the official.

“Behera and his family—wife
and son—were staying at separate
places following a dispute between
the couple some days back. Behera
was suffering from some ailments
for which his son had bought him
some medicines a couple of days
back,” said a police official quoting

-
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his son. The incident came to the -

fore Friday afternoon.

“Behera’s neighbours called us
alleging some foul smell emanat-
ing out of his room in the afternoon.

£
C

We reached the spot and broke
open the door to find Behera’s de-——

composed body lying on the bed,”
said an official.
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downtown

(BSE pass
percentage dips

Continued from P1

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas
(JNVs) have achieved a pass per-
centage of 99.71, followed by private
schools (96.86), Kendriya Vidalayas
(96.61) and schools under the Central
Tibetan Schools Administration
(91.27). Government and govern-
ment-aided schools have achieved
apass percentage of 80.68 and 76.73
respectively.

A total of 1,07,689 candidates
have been placed under compart-
ment as against 17,636 students
last year.

Trivandrum region has achieved
the highest pass percentage of
99.68, followed by Bengaluru (99.22),
Chennai (98.97), Ajmer (98.14),
Patna (97.65), Pune (97.41),
Bhubaneswar (96.46), Panchkula
(96.33), Noida (96.08), Chandigarh
(95.38), Prayagraj (94.74), Dehradun
(93.43), Bhopal (93.33), Delhi East
(86.96), Delhi West (85.94) and
Guwahati (82.23).

The pass percentage for Class
XII in 2020 was 88.78 per cent while
in 2019 it was 83.40 per cent.

The board did not announce a
merit list this year as well. It dis-
continued the merit lists from 2020
when the schools were closed due
to pandemic. Some students and
schools claimed they had received
the results much earlier than the
official announcement.

This year, the pass percentage of
girls in Class XII stood at 94.54 per
cent while that of boys was 91.25 per
cent. The transgender candidates'
pass percentage was 100 per cent.
A total of 33,432 students have
scored above 95 per cent marks
while 1,34,797 have scored 90 pc
marks. Over 67,000 Class XII students
have been placed in compartment.

Suriya, Devgn share
Best Actor award

Continued from P1
The Best Playback Singer Male
was given to Rahul Deshpande for

. Marathi film "Mi Vasantrao".
7~ Tamil artiste Lakshmi Priya

/

Chandramouli was named the Best
Supporting Actress for her per-
formance in Tamil movie
"Sivaranjaniyum Innum Sila
Pengallum", which also received the
Best Editing award for Sreekar
Prasad. The Best Hindi Film prize
went to "Toolsidas Junior", directed
by Mridul Toolsidas. The Ashutosh
Gowariker production, which was
the last film appearance of late
actor Rajiv Kapoor, also received a
Special Jury Mention for child
actor Varun Buddhadev.

In the music category, Thaman
S won the Best Music Direction
(Songs) for Allu Arjun's Telugu hit
"Ala Vaikunthapurramuloo", while
Best Lyrics was given to Manoj
Muntashir for Hindi film "Saina".

Telugu movie "Natyam" won
awards for Best Make-up Artist
(TV Rambabu) and Best
Choreography (Sandhya Raju).

Filmmaker Madonne Ashwin
won the Indira Gandhi Award for
Best Debut film of a Director for his
Tamil venture "Mandela". He was
also given the Best Dialogue writer
prize for the film. Best
Cinematography award went to
Supratim Bhol for the Bengali movie
"Avijatrik". “Kali Paine Kalira
Cinema” was awarded the best
book on cinema (special mention)
in Odia language. The book was
written by acclaimed Odia film
critic Surya Deo and published by
Pakshighar Prakashanee.

CLASSIFIED

I Debahati Satapathy, aged
about 43 years, W/o.- Late
Bikash Tripathy, Resident
of At-Kujang, PO-
Badanga, Dist-
Jagatsinghpur, Pin-754141,
Odisha hereby declare
that I have changed my
name from Debahati
Satapathy to Debahuti
Tripathy by an affidavit
before the Executive
Magistrate, Bhubaneswar
on Dt.22.07.2022.

Hence I shall be known as
Debahuti Tripathy for all
purposes

State logs 1,178
new Cov cases

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 22: Odisha
recorded 1,178 new Covid-19 cases
Friday, 18 less than the previous
day, with the tally rising to
13,04,369, a Health department
bulletin said.

At least 146 children were
among the fresh patients, it said.

The death toll remained at 9,130,
as no new fatality due to the in-
fection was reported in the last 24
hours, the bulletin said.

Khurda district, which com-
prises the state capital
Bhubaneswar, registered the high-
est number of new infections at
252, followed by Sundargarh (194),
Sambalpur (111) and Cuttack (104).

Odisha now has 7,245 active
cases, while 12,87,941 people have
recovered from the disease, in-
cluding 1,026 in the last 24 hours,
the bulletin said.

Fifty-three other Covid-19 pa-
tients have died due to comor-
bidities so far, it said.

The test positivity rate was 5.15
per cent as the new cases were

Khurda district, which
comprises the state
capital Bhubaneswar,
registered the highest
number of new
infections at 252,
followed by Sundargarh
(194), Sambalpur (111)
and Cuttack (104)

The death toll
remained

at 9,130, as no new
fatality due to the
infection was reported
in the last 24 hours

detected from 22,873 sample tests,
the bulletin added.

Notably, the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation (BMC),
Cuttack Municipal Corporation
(CMC), Berhampur Municipal
Corporation (BeMC) and a few
other civic bodies have made wear-
ing of masks mandatory for res-
idents and visitors under their
jurisdictions in the wake of the re-
cent surge in Covid-19 cases in
the state. The civic bodies also
asked the people to maintain so-
cial distance at public places.

This apart, authorities of shop-
ping malls and shopkeepers have
been asked to ensure strict ad-
herence to Covid-appropriate be-
haviour on their premises.
Government as well as private of-
fices have also been asked to fol-
low all precautionary measures to
check the spread of Covid-19.

The civic authorities in
Bhubaneswar have recently
opened vaccination centres at
three shopping malls to admin-
ister free precaution dose of Covid-
19 vaccines to the eligible people.

convention hall in Cuttack, Friday

AWARD CEREMONY
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Orissa High Court Chief Justice S Muralidhar speaks during an award ceremony by Haricharan Mukherji Memorial Trust at HC Bar Association
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Celebration of Parents Day at Indus Towers Limited

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 22: Indus
Towers Ltd, one of the largest tele-
com infrastructure companies, cel-
ebrated Parents’ Day with their
employees Friday at circle office.

The company has transformed
lives through sustainable digital
infrastructure and services, in-
cluding with more than 1,85,000
towers across India. Parenthood
is one of the most difficult yet most
rewarding responsibilities in life.

Cuttack, Friday

INFRA BOOST

Director General of Police (Fire Services) Santosh Kumar Upadhyay ﬂags off fire engines at Gadagadia Ghat in

OP PHOTO

Balancing countless demands, par-
ents must be firm yet loving, pro-
tective yet liberating. Indus Odisha,
acknowledging this noble respon-
sibility, celebrated Parents’ Day by

organising a meet-up to strengthen
the existing bond between the chil-
dren and their parents.

The event started with an ad-
dress and presentation by the CCEO,

WB arm to aid Odisha
in asset monetisation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 22: The state
government and an organisation of
World Bank (WB) have joined hands
for implementation of asset mon-
etisation and recycling programme,
an official release said Friday:

Itis part of a wider World Bank
technical assistance to support
Odisha in monetising existing pub-
lic sector assets and enhance the
state’s economic growth, it said.

A memorandum of under-
standing was signed between the
state Industries department and
the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), an organisa-
tion of World Bank, in Bhubaneswar
Friday.

The programme will facilitate
the monetisation process in the

state by unlocking the value from
large-scale public investment in
the brownfield infrastructure assets
and bringing in sector efficiencies,
Industrial Promotion and
Investment Corporation of Odisha
(IPICOL) said.

The IFC will support the state in
screening and developing a pri-
oritised list of monetisable brown-
field state-owned assets for select sec-
tors. The list will be screened
further to identify bankable pilot
projects that may be taken to mar-
ket for attracting private sector in-
vestments, the state agency said.

Power transmission, energy gen-
eration, including renewable and
large hydroelectric ones, highways
and transport-related land infra-
structure assets, warehousing are
among the pilot projects.

with the following employees in
attendance: Chandini Patra,
Jayashree Priyadarshini, Suraj
Sahu, Jyoti Patri, Dharanidhar
Giri, Debashrita Sarangi, Suraj
Tripathy, Ranjan Sahu, Bikash
Samantroy. The employees had pre-
pared a video in which they had
shared their thoughts lovingly
about their parents. The parents
were surprised and amused after
seeing the video. The event ended
with respectful felicitation of all the
parents present.

State’s health budget
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toubled in 3 years: (M

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 22: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik said
Friday that the state health budget
doubled in the past three years as
his government was committed to
provide universal access to quality
medical services.

The budget provision during the
201920 financial year was more than
Rs 6,800 crore and it rose to over
Rs 12,000 crore this fiscal, Patmaik said.

“This is more than six per cent
of the state plan,” Patnaik said dur-

ing a virtual interaction withnew -

medical officers in the Lok Seva
Bhavan here. He underlined that
the objective was to provide quality;
universal access and affordable
healthcare by bringing down ex-
penses. At least 358 allopathic and
116 homoeopathic medical officers
as well as 36 homoeopathic lectur-
ers joined the Health department.

India’s preventzve healthcare sector to reach $197bn by 2025: Report

ndia's preventive healthcare
sector, which includes fit-
ness and wellness, foods and
supplements, early diag-
nostics and health tracking
among others, is projected to reach
$197 billion by 2025, accounting for
approximately 36 per cent of the
overall healthcare industry, said
areport Thursday.

According to the report by strat-
egy consulting firm Redseer
Strategy Consultants in collabo-
ration with Chiratae Ventures and
Amazon Web Services (AWS), India
has traditionally focused on cura-
tive care as opposed to preventive
care. However, since the Covid-19
pandemic, preventive care has in-
creased in importance across India,
growing at a Compound Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) of 22 per cent
during 2022-25, as compared to 15
per cent for the curative sector.

A survey conducted with over
more than 1,000 individuals re-
veals that at least 40 per cent of
the respondents were highly in-
clined towards preventive health.
Another survey conducted with a
group of over 300 health-conscious
individuals (HCIs) showed that
they actively track different as-
pectsof their health such as lifestyle,

[
f—
==

physical wellness, and more, to
maintain and prolong wellness.

Further, the report revealed that
these HCIs spend on an average
between Rs 4,000 and Rs 10,000 on
various preventive healthcare prac-
tices annually and are also will-
ing to pay up to 50 per cent more
in the future.

“India is looking to effectively de-
liver quality healthcare to a bil-

lion people through rapidly evolv-
ing technology that can provide
affordable, accessible and person-
alised healthcare,” said Sudhir
Sethi, founder and chairman
Chiratae Ventures.

More than 40 preventive health-
care technology (HealthTech) start-
ups have raised approximately $1
billion in funding over the last
three years to tap the preventive

health opportunity across segments
such as nutrition management,
condition management, lifestyle
monitoring, health checkups, and
mental and physical wellness.
They are leveraging cloud com-
puting to build and scale their ap-
plications, which generate, digitise
and analyse vast amounts of health
data using advanced technologies
such as Internet of Things (IoT), data

INDIA HAS TRADITIONALLY
FOCUSED ON CURATIVE CARE AS
OPPOSED TO PREVENTIVE CARE.
HOWEVER, SINCE THE COVID-19

PANDEMIC, PREVENTIVE CARE
HAS INCREASED IN IMPORTANCE
ACROSS INDIA

MORE THAN 40 PREVENTIVE
HEALTHCARE TECHNOLOGY
STARTUPS HAVE RAISED
APPROXIMATELY $1 BILLION IN
FUNDING OVER THE LAST THREE
YEARS TO TAP THE PREVENTIVE
HEALTH OPPORTUNITY ACROSS
SEGMENTS

analytics, artificial intelligence (AI)
and machine learning (ML).

For instance, over 30 per cent
of the top 40 funded preventive
HealthTech startups leverage
AI/ML for use cases such as med-
ical image analysis, document ex-
traction, chatbots, personalisation,
and health risk prediction.

The rollout of Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission (ABDM) will fur-
ther augment the availability of
data and utilisation of these tech-
nologies.

“Cloud technologies like ML,
analytics, and IoT have the poten-

tial to open new channels to help
monitor health and wellness, de-

crease the cost of care, improve
collaboration, make data-driven
clinical and operational decisions,
and enable faster development of
new therapeutics and treatment
paths,” said Kumara Raghavan,
head - AWS Startups India, Amazon
Internet Services Private Limited.

Further, the report also said that
not only startups, but diversified cor-
porates and healthcare businesses,
are entering the preventive health
space by partnering with startups
or building their own programs
and digital platforms.

The Indian consumer is expected
to benefit from the shift from cur-
ative to preventive, with the de-
livery of better health outcomes and
lower healthcare costs

“Startups can unlock the po-
tential of preventive healthcare
in India by focusing on the 3A's --
awareness, accessibility and af-
fordability for consumers. Creating
more HCISs, tapping into existing
ones and leveraging partnerships
with corporates, providers, and
insurers ways that can help move
in this direction,” said Amitabh
Kumar, senior manager, Redseer
Strategy consultants. IANS

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-9090071530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317558, KIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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3 SPOTS IN GANJAM
AWAIT TOURISM TAG

POST NEWS NETWORK

Ganjam, July 22: Although there
has been a long-standing demand
for according tourism site status to
three spots - Ramchandi Peetha,
Bateswar and Aleswar Shiva shrine
- no step has been taken by the
government in this direction, said
locals.

In view of the demand of the
local people, Chhatrapur MLA
Subash Chandra Behera raised the
issue in the state Assembly and
sought to know from the govern-
ment about the steps taken to accord
tourism tag to these three sites.

He also wanted to know the ex-
isting guidelines governing con-
sideration of such places as tourism
sites. In reply to the MLA, Tourism
Minister Ashwini Patra said that
a guideline for the purpose has
been issued while no proposal has
been received from any district
administration seeking tourism
status to any place.

The demand for tourism tag
will be considered after the
Collector of the district sends pro-
posals to this effect.

: FUN & FROLIC

After Hirakud dam released water through 10 gates, a temple at Ajodhya Sagar Ghat in Mahanadi in Sambalpur got submerged. Children were performing

somersaults from the top of the submerged temple, Friday

Kalahandi coffee farming

to get new Iease of life
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Gobinda surrenders in court

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kantabanji, July 22: Gobinda Sahu, the mastermind
of teacher Mamita Meher’s murder, surrendered him-
self at Kantabanji ADJ court in Bolangir district Friday,
after his 14-day conditional bail term came to an end. He
was sent to jail again. Notably, Gobinda had got an in-
terim bail for 14 days from the High Court, citing grounds
that he would get treatment of his wife and son.

Robbers flee with T8 lakh
from BoB in Balasore dist

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rupsa/Basta, July 22: A gang of
armed robbers allegedly looted
over 28 lakh from the Barunagadia
branch of Bank of Baroda (BoB)
under Basta police limits in
Balasore district Friday.
Eye-witnesses said eight mis-
creants came in a SUV and two
bikes at noon and stormed into
the bank. First they cut off the
CCTV camera links inside the bank
and then terrorised the employ-
ees by brandishing pistols and
sharp-edged weapon. They forced
all the employees and customers in-
side a room and bolted them.
Customers alleged that all the
eight were speaking in Bengali.
So it is suspected that they were
from West Bengal. The customers
also informed that two of the rob-
bers were wearing masks. They
snatched over 8 lakh from the
bank’s cashier and substantial

First, robbers cut off the
CCTV camera link in the

bank and then terrorised
the staff by brandishing

pistols and weapons

amounts from customers who had
withdrawn money.

The SUV was waiting for them
on the NH in which they fled, a
woman bank staffer said.

On being informed, SP Sudhansu
Shekhar Mishra, Basta SDPO
Jalandhar Jali and IIC Barini Das
along with a forensic team visited
the spot and started an investiga-
tion regarding the robbery.

It may be mentioned here that
some miscreants had looted articles
worth lakhs from rupees July 20
from Barunagadia Mahadev tem-
ple, Hanuman temple,
Bhupalchandra High School and
UGME School in the same district.

POST NEW NETWORK

Bhawanipatana, July 22: It was in
1980s when coffee farming had flour-
ished in the tribal-dominated Thuamul
Rampur block of Kalahandi district.
The coffee produced there used to be in
high demand across the state and even
outside it. However, coffee farming soon
\ faced bad days due to lack of government
/support. Only 20 surviving plants along-
side a road in the locality is proof that
it was once famous for coffee farming.

Now finally some good news has ar-
rived for the farmers after a long time.
The district administration has decided

3 kids, woman
critically ill after

l'}

to revive coffee farming to provide a
scope of earning for the locals.

Reports said, the district adminis-
tration has issued a directive for reviv-
ing the coffee cultivation through
‘Watershed Mission’. Kalahandi District
Collector P Anvesha Reddy has directed
the officials of the ‘Watershed Mission’
to take necessary steps for the revival of
coffee farming.

It was learnt that in the first phase, cof-
fee farming will be taken up in 193
hectares of Thuamul Rampur block.
This has sown seeds of hope among cof-
fee growers.

A special meeting was held by the

consuming urea

POST NEW NETWORK

Deogarh, July 22: Three
children and their grand-
mother fell critically ill after
consuming urea fertiliser
at Bampagada under
Barakote police limits in
Deogarh district Friday. They
consumed the urea assum-
ing it was sugar. All the four
have been hospitalised.
Reports said, Santosh

Gopalpur, July 22: Two people were criti-
cally injured after a wall and parts of a build-
ing collapsed due to LPG cylinder explosions
at Ramchandrapur under Gopalpur police
limits in Ganjam district Friday. The injured
were identified as Debraj Nayak and his son
Ashok Nayak.

According to reports, Debraj and Ashok
had illegally stocked commercial and domes-
tic LPG cylinders in their house. For some
reason, gas cylinders caught fire and it led to
explosions. Under the impact of the explo-
sions, a part of the roof and a wall caved in.

alahandi District Collector P Anvesha

Reddy has directed the officials of
the ‘Watershed Mission’ to take
necessary steps for the revival of coffee
farming

t was learnt that in the first phase,
coffee farming will be taken up in 193
hectares of Thuamul Rampur block. This
has sown seeds of hope among coffee

growers

special meeting was held by the

district administration to draw up a
blueprint for the growth of coffee
cultivation, which is expected to provide
a good scope of earning from scores of
farmers in the tribal-dominated block

district administration to draw up a
blueprint for the growth of coffee cul-
tivation. Notably, Koraput coffee has
earned a name across the country for its
quality and Thuamul Rampur block in
Kalahandi is expected to follow suit.
The area has favourable climatic con-
ditions and hence the feasibility of cof-
fee farming increases.

Apart from income from agriculture,
horticulture, and fruit-bearing trees,
the tribal population of the block is
hopeful of reaping good benefits from cof-
fee cultivation, an official said.

The coffee farming will give eco-
nomic uplift to the tribals, who have
been struggling over years to eke out
a decent living in the block.

Two serious after LPG cylinders explode in Ganjam

POST NEW NETWORK

The father son duo was critically injured and
immediately rushed to MKCG Medical College
and Hospital, Berhampur. Fire service per-
sonnel managed to bring the fire under con-
trol. Ganjam SP Saravana Vivek M visited
the spot and said that a report has been sought
from the Fire Services department about the
mishap and action will be taken.

Indian Overseas Bank

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Regional Office : 2nd Floor, Bijaya Bhawan, Engineering School
Road, DE-Paul School Campus, Berhampur- 760010,
Phone - 0680-2290408/2290409/2290410,
E-mail:2006ro@iobnet.co.in

E- AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Movable & Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,2002 read with proviso to
Rule 8(6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,2002 .
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable /movable
properties mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical/symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised
Officer of the Bank / Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is Where is”, “As is What is" and “Whatever there is” basis on the date as
mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank / Secured Creditor from the respective borrower(s) and
guarantor(s) . The reserve price & the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties .

Sl Branch Name/ Name & Address of

No. Borrowers / Guarantors /| Mortgagors Description of Properties

1. | HATAMUNIGUDA BRANCH, Ph.: 9439323432
Borrower: Shri Ramdas Takri, S/o: Late Sripati
Takri, At: Nuagaon, PO.: Hatamuniguda, Dist:
Rayagada, Odisha - 765020 .

All that part and parcel of Land and Residential Building situated at Mouza: Thongpada,
PO.: Hatamuniguda, Tahasil: Bissamcuttack, Dist: Rayagada-765020, Odisha, Khata
No.16/78, Plot No.189/332, Area: Ac.0.085dec., standing in the name of Mr Haridas Takri
and Mr Ramdas Takri, Bounded by. East- Road, West- Land, North- Basti, South- Building

All that part and parcel of vacant Land situated at Mouza: Sunambo, NAC/
Tahasil/SRO: Asika, Dist: Ganjam-761110, Odisha, in Khata No.218 Ka/
533, Plot No.519/1121/1236, measuring an Area: Ac.0.039 Dec., re-
corded in the name of Mr Jitendra Kumar Bisoyi, Bounded by: North-
Land relating to Plot No.116, South- Road, East- Land of Sri Sanjaya
Kumar Swain, West- Land relating to Plot No.119 .

2. | ASIKA BRANCH, Ph.:9110274801

Borrower: M/s J.K. Enterprises, Prop.: Mr Manoj Kumar
Bisoyi, S/o: Mr Biswanath Bisoyi, At: Karnoli, P.O.: Khandadeuli,
Dist: Ganjam, Pin- 761111, Odisha, Guarantor/ Mortgagor: Mr
Jitendra Kumar Bisoyi, S/o: Mr Trinath Bisoyi, At Karnoli,
P.O.: Khandadeuli, Dist: Ganjam, Pin- 761111, Odisha .

3. | CHATRAPUR BRANCH, Ph.: 7001101310
Borrower/Mortgagor: Mr Lakhia Sabar, S/o: Late Mr Gurubaria
Sabar, Guarantor: Mrs Nila Sabar, W/o: Mr Lakhia Sabar, both
are residing at Vill/PO.: Badapalli, PS.: Khallikote, Dist: Ganjam,
and Present Address: At- Raja Nagar, Putigopalpur, PO/PS.:
Chatrapur, Dist: Ganjam, Odisha- 761020 .

All that part and parcel of land and residential building situated at Plot
No.20/1820, Khata No.283/1285, an extent of area measuring Ac0.030
dec., Village/Mouza: Putigopalpur, Tahasil: Chatrapur, Dist: Ganjam
recorded in the name of Mr Lakhia Sabar, Bounded by: North- Road,
South- Drain/Canal, East- Vacant land of Mr Bijaya Chandra Sahu,
West- House of Mr Prasanta Kumar Tripathy .

All that part and parcel of land and building situated at Rev. Plot No.793/
7489, Khata No.442/5561, an extent of area measuring in 0.020 decimal, At:
Raja Street, under Mouza: Ambapua, Berhampur, Pin- 760010, recorded
in the name of Smt Gedulu Damayanti Reddy . Bounded by: East- Own
site, West- Site of Prabin Satapathy, South- Site of Seller, North- Road .

4. | BERHAMPUR MAIN BRANCH,Ph.:7004797010
Borrower/Mortgagor: Smt Gedulu Damayanti Reddy,
D/o: D Chineya Reddy, Khandia Street, Ambapua, Berhampur-
760010, Guarantor: Mr Satish Kumar, Desi Behera Street,
Badabazar, Berhampur-760009 .

Behera, a native of

Bampagada had stocked
packets of urea fertiliser for
farming. His grandchildren
Pinku Behera (5, son of his
daughter Kuntala), Sushama
Gochhayat (one-and-a-half
year old), Aruni Behera (13
months) and his wife
Jamuna (60) thought the
urea to be sugar. They mixed
it up with flattened rice and
consumed it. Minutes later,
all the four started vomit-
ing continuously and were
admitted to the district head-
quarters hospital.

sf

| SUNDARAM HOME

Regd Office: No. 21, Pattulos Road, Chennai - 600 002.
Corporate Office: Sundaram Towers, No. 46,

Whites Road, Chennai
Branch Office: A /108, 2nd Floor, C/O Sundaram Finance Banadev Bhawan, Saheed Nagar,

- 600 014.

Khurda Dist, Bhubaneshwar - 751 007.

POSSESSION NOTICE
Rule 8(2) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Whereas the authorized officer of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LTD., formerly known as SUNDARAM BNP PARIBAS HOME
FINANCE LTD., under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued
Demand Notices calling upon the Borrower and Co-Borrower to repay the amount mentioned in the notices within 60 days from the
date of receipt of the notices. The Borrower & Co-Borrower having failed to repay the amount in full, notice is hereby given to the
Borrower, Co-Borrower and the public in general that the Authorised Officer has taken possession of the property described herein
below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the said Ordinance read with Rule 8 of the said Rules. The
borrower's attention is invited to provision of subsection (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the
secured assets. The Borrower and Co-Borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LTD.

Z10-cr circuit

. sl.| File Borrower's, Co-Borrower's uemggtdeﬁgﬁm Notice Date of Total
house In B a rg a rh No.| Nos. & Name and Address Publication Amount Possession | Outstanding
1| 6620 | Mr. Muralikrishna Golla (Borrower), Neheru Nagar|  1g.05.2022 Rs. 21-07-2022 Rs.
Bargarh: A new circuit 0171 | 5, Gosaninuagaon, Brahmapur, Ganjam — 760003 50,37,164/- 50,92,320/-
house will be built at Mrs. Mangamma golla (Co-Borrower)
Schedule of Property: All that piece and parcel of property admeasuring an area of Ac. 0.059 dec under Hal Khata No.1375/101,

Bargarh with an
expenditure of 310 crore. A
letter (No-23876, dated 19

Hal Plot

Berham|

No.1051/3130, which correspondence to sabak khata No.742/1235, Further correspondence to Sabak Khata No.511 &
Sabak Plot No.1051 Kisam: Gharabari (Homestead) situated at Mouza/ Revenue Village: Gopabandhunagar under Tahasil:
pur, PS.Berhampur, No 64, District: Ganjam in the State of Odisha.

July, 2022), was issued by 2
the Revenue and Disaster
Management department to

6620
0191

the engineer-in-chief of the

MR. P Ranjeet Kumar Prusty (Borrower)
Slo. Bauri Prusty, Shakfi Electricals, Khallikote
Berhampur, Ganjam — 761030.

Mrs. P Namita Prusty (Co-Borrower)

01-02-2022 Rs.

21-07-2022 Rs.

6,33,145/- 6,15,584/-

R&B department,
Bhubaneswar in this regard.
Bargarh MLA Debesh
Acharya said that

Schedule of Property: All the piece and parcel of immovable property admeasuring an area of Ac 0.048 dec under Hal Khata
No.1012/247, Hal plot no.514/1891/2106, which correspondence to sabak Khata No.112/57, Sabak plot no.514/1819 Kisam:
Gharabari (Homestead) situated at mouza/Revenue village: Khallikote, under Tahasil: Khallikote, P.5.Rambha, No.100, District:
Ganjam in the state of Odisha. North by: Road. South by: canal. East by : Bijay Axmi Dagi. West By: Netilenka.

construction work of the
project will be taken up soon.

Date: 23-07-2022

for SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LTD
Authorised officer

Date & Time for Date & Time of
Sl.| Reserve Demand Date of Date of [,pmission of BID/request E - Auction with
No 2 EMD Notice Demand / | Inspection | letter of participation, KYC| Unlimited 10 minutes
. Price Amount |Possession of Property| _document s & proof of Auto Extension if
Notice |Documents EMDé% méle'logrs:ﬂ d(::‘rflcer ! someonsenl‘:.:gﬁtaetg the last
Rs.7,51,154/- [15.11.2021
1. | Rs.10,48,000/- | Rs.1,04,800/- | *Interest,Cost& ! upto 10.08.2022
expenses thereon | o 0., | 09.08.2022 | 09.08.2022 upto 4.00pm | 44 6oAM to 3.00PM
Rs.13,91,897/- |1 (2151 é -2021
+Interest, Cost& =T 0N upto 10.08.2022
2. | Rs.19,84,000/- | Rs.1,98,400/- | o ionces thereon |22-01:2022)| 09,08.2022 | 09.08.2022 upto 4.00pm 11.00AM to 3.00PM
{LessRecoveryifany) | 25 03,2022
Rs.2,67,408/- [03.03.2022 25.08.2022
3. | Rs.23,96,000/- | Rs.2,39,600/- | *Interest,Cost& / upto 24.08.2022 u S
b, ydy .08. pto 4.00pm
expersesm] 20.05.2022 | 24.08.2022 11.00AM to 3.00PM
Rs.3,18,109/- |06.12.2021 25.08.2022
+Interest, Cost& upto ey
4. | Rs:20,70,000/- | Rs.2,07,000/- | JEEELEORE |/ 24.08.2022 | 24:08:2022 upto 4.00pm | 44 goAM to 3.00PM
(Less Recoveryifany) | 20.05.2022
TERMS & CONDITIONS :
(1) The property(ies) will be sold by e-Auction through the Bank's approved service Provider https://www.mstcec ce.com/auctionhome/

ibapilindex.jsp under the supervision of the Authorised Officer of the Bank . (2) E-Auction Bid Document contalnlng online e-auction bid
form, Declaration, details Terms and Conditions of online auction sale are available at the web portal https://www.mstcecommerce.com/
auctionhomelibapifindex.jsp (3) Intending Bidders shall hold a valid email address and should register their names / accounts by login to
the website of the aforesaid service provider . They will be provided with user id and password by the aforesaid service provider which should
be used in the e-auction proceedings . (4) Bids in the prescribed formats shall be submitted “online” through the portal https:/f
www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhomelibapifindex.jsp or Bank's Mail ID: 2006ro@icbnet.co.in & 2006law@iobnet.co.in along with the
evidence for deposit of EMD (UTR Number) & self attested scanned copy of KYC documents including photo, voter ID Card/Driving
License/Passport, PAN Card /AADHAAR Card & address proof to the service provider / Authorised Officer respective branches on or before
the date mentioned above for submission of bid .(5) The EMD and other deposits shall be remitted through EFT/NEFT/RTGS in favour of
Account No.: 153002000000789, IFSC: IOBAD001530, Gajapati Nagar Branch, Berhampur and the amount of EMD/Bid Amount paid by
the interested bidders shall carry no interest . The amount of EMD paid by the successful bidder shall be adjusted towards the sale price .
{6) Bids without EMD shall be rejected summarily . (7) The e-auction/bidding of above properties will be conducted exactly on the scheduled
Date & Time as mentioned against each Property by way of inter-se bidding amongst bidders. The bidder shall improve their offer in the
multiple of the amount mentioned below in clause no.19 “bid increment amount” for each property . In case bid is placed in the last 5
minutes of the closing time of the e-auction, the closing time will automatically get extended for 10 minutes. (8) The property shall be sold
to the sucessful bidder. The sucessful bidder (purchaser) as declared by the Authorized Officer shall deposit 25% of the sale price (inclusive
of the EMD) immediately on the same day and not later than the next working day. The balance of the sale price shall be paid within 15 days
from the date of confirmation of auction sale. Failure to remit the entire amount of sale price within the stipulated period will result in forfeiture
of deposit of 25% of the bid price to the secured creditor and forfeiture of all claims over the property by the purchaser and the property will
be resold . (9) The sale certificate will be issued in the name of the purchaser(s) only, after payment of the entire sale price amount and other
taxes/ charges, if any. (10) The purchaser shall bear the charges / fee payable for conveyance such as registration fee, stamp duty etc.,
as applicable as per law. (11) The Authorised Officer/Bank has the absolute right to accept or reject any bid or postpone or cancel the sale,
as the case may be without assigning any reason whatsoever. (12) The properties is being sold as "As is where is”” “As is what is" and
“Whatever there is” basis . The Bank has disclosed only the known encurmbances, statutory liabilities, if any, as above and it is for the
purchaser to make their own independent enquiries at their own costs before participating in the auction . (13) As regards the statutory dues
stated above, Bank dues will have priority over statutory dues, without prejudice to the above, statutory liability, if any, shall be borne by
the purchaser and the Bank assumes no responsbility in this regard . (14) Sale is Subject to Confirmation by the secured creditor . (15) EMD
of unsucessful bidders will be returned through EFT/NEFT/RTGS to the bank account details provided by them in the bid form and intimated
via their e-mail ID on the closure of the E-Auction sale proceedings . (16) The e-auction advertisement does not constitute and will not be
deemed to constitute any commitment or any representation by the bank. The authorised Officer/Secured Creditor shall not be responsbile
in any way for any third party claims/rights/dues . (17) In compliance with section 194 I-A of the Income Tax Act, 1961, income tax @ 1%
on the Reserve Price shall be deducted and paid under the PAN Number of the purchaser. Since the Tax has been calculated only on the
Reserve Price, the bidder shall bear the 1% income tax on the bid multiplier amount and the bank shall not take any responsibility for the
same . (18) For further details regarding inspection of property fe-auction, the intending bidders may contact the Authorized Officer,
Ratikanta Behera, Mob.: 9051249721, Indian Overseas Bank, Regional Office, Berhampur, Phone No. : 0680-2290408/0409/0410, E-
mail: 2006ro@iobnet.co.in or 2006law@iobnet.co.in or visit website : https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/
index.jsp (19) Bid increment amount for each property: Rs.20,000/- (20)This publication is also 15 days notice required under
section 8(6) of the security interest (Enforcement) Rule 2002 to the Borrowers/Guarantors of the said loan mentioned in Sl No. 1&
2 & 30 days notice under section 9(1) of the security interest (Enforcement) Rule 2002 to the Borrowers/Guarantors of the said
loan mentioned in Sl No. 3 to 4 . (21) All Properties mentioned above are under Symbolic Possesion of the Bank . (22) The above
mentioned properties are under the Symbolic/ Constructive Possession and is being offered for sale on “as is where is” and “as is what
is basis” and “whatever there is basis”only . (23) If the above E-auction cum Sale is challenged before any competent court/forum/
tribunal etc. then the finalization of the Sale/Auction will be subject to the final disposal by the aforesaid competent court/forumitribunal
only and till such final disposal of the case by the competent court / tribunal, forum, Bank will not pay any interest/claim/compensation
etc in whatsoever manner on the EMD/Final Bid amount to the prospective Bidders . (24) This is to inform to general public that manual
auction shall be conducted for S1.No.3 account i.e Mr Lakhia Sabar of Chatrapur Branch, at IOB Chatrapur Branch Premises & SL.No.4
account i.e Smt Gedulu Damayanti Reddy of Berhampur Main Branch, at IOB Berhampur Main Branch Premises and no E-Auction
shall be conducted for this account .

Place : Berhampur, Date : 22.07.2022 Sd/- Authorised Officer, Indian Overseas Bank
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The only work that spiritually
purifies us is that which is done
without personal motives.

SRI AUROBINDO
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Unexpected Moves

imachal Pradesh, which is going to the polls shortly, has got a new
Hhief secretary. Ram Dass Dhiman, a 1988-batch IAS officer, got the
coveted post after the incumbent Ram Subhag Singh surprised many
by quitting and applying for another sought-after post of state Chief
Information Commissioner. But apparently; for insiders and those in the know,
Singh had started showing interest in vying for the new post almost a year
ago giving ample time to Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur to find his replacement.
Since Subhag had become the chief secretary in August last year, it is ap-
parent that he began planning his move almost immediately after taking over
as chief secretary!
Meanwhile, the search for his successor has been a convoluted one.
Dhiman has been chosen over three IAS officers including, interestingly;, Subhag’s
wife Nisha Singh! The other superseded officers are Ali Raza Rizvi and

Sanjay Gupta. The supercession is awkward especially given the superb track Richard K.
record of those overlooked. Sherwin
In the wake of Dhiman’s appointment, Nisha Singh has now been named
as the principal advisor (training) while Sanjay Gupta has been appointed
as the principal advisor (redressal of public grievances). Subhag has still a
year of service remaining and will bide his time as the principal advisor (ad- A LOSS OF FAITH
ministrative reforms) while he waits for his wish to become the state’s new
chief information commissioner to fructify. IN STALEO\PI\(’)EL;(E
Promotions spark off IPS row in Haryana
The promotion of several IPS officers in Haryana has triggered a row over DANGE ROUS’
the “legal aspects” of the order. . . . NOT LEAST
DKB has learnt that a DIG-level IPS officer Hamid Akhtar, who is among
those who have been promoted, has asked the state government to modify BECAUSE IT
his promotion order and give it effect nearly six months prior to the order’s INVITES
issuance date. He reportedly sent
arepresentation to the ADGP Crime BABUDOM SELF-RELIANCE
Branch OP Singh two weeks ago re- 3
questing him to raise the issue | e BYT ES IN RESPONSE TO
with the state Director General of \ USRS } PERCEIVED
Police (DGP) PK Agrawal, who is Dilip Cherian INSECURITY OR
the final authority on the matter. i
Those in the know say that Akhtar’s request is not without precedent. INJUSTICE

Apparently, it is similar to the request of a few other IPS officers who were
promoted in 2015, 2017 and 2018 with “immediate effect” while other IPS of-
ficers were promoted with “retrospective effect.” Akhtar was promoted to DIG
with effect from May 26 this year, but according to him, he should have been
promoted with effect from January 1 this year. Watch this space for updates.

Quiet change of guard at Niti Aayog
It’s more than a Second Coming for Parmeshwar Iyer, the former IAS of-
ficer who has quietly taken charge as the new CEO of Niti Aayog, the gov-
. ernment’s premier public policy think tank. He has replaced Amitabh Kant
7~ who completed his extended tenure last month and has now moved on to steer
the G20 deliberations as India’s sherpa.

Iyer, many will recall, is a former IAS officer who has over 25 years of ex-
perience in the water and sanitation sector in both the public and private
sectors. The 1981-batch officer from the Uttar Pradesh cadre served as
Secretary in the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation and also worked
as a water and sanitation specialist for the World Bank after retiring from
the IAS in 2009. In 2016, Prime Minister Narendra Modi summoned him out
of retirement to spearhead the flagship Swachh Bharat Mission, which
successfully delivered access to safe sanitation to 550 million people.

As CEO of Niti Aayog, Iyer who has rich experience in policymaking will
now lead the Aayog’s efforts to catalyze economic development and foster
cooperative federalism through the involvement of state governments of India
in the economic policymaking process using a bottom-up approach.

Will Iyer’s low-key approach be as effective as his predecessor’s, who had
built a larger-than-life image of the bureaucrat as a celeb thinker? We'll
wait and see.

Share a babu experience! Follow
/ dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect.

WISDOM CORNER
i
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The world breaks everyone, and afterward, some are strong at the
broken places. ERNEST HEMINGWAY

Two roads diverged in a wood and I - | took the one less travelled by,
and that has made all the difference. ROBERT FROST

The older you get, the lesser you are bothered by what others think.

WORDSWORTH

B Unitasker

unitasker is a tool or device that does only one thing. Before it meant Nikunja Bihari Sahu
that, it was a dismissive term for a person who does one job at a time
before moving to the next, the opposite of a multitasker. It’s one of those
slow-burn words that seems to be creeping up on us in a variety of fields, THE JWST IS
becoming accepted because it’s a useful term of abuse to describe those DESIGNED TO PEEK
gadgets we buy because they seem like a good idea at the time. This is
despite experience teaching us that their advantages don’t justify their cost INTO THE
or the space they take up or that a general-purpose item could do the job as
well. It’s used in particular for specialist kitchen gadgets (electric gravy boat UNIVERSE INTHE
warmers, strawberry slicers, watermelon knives) and odd computing INFRARED REGION
contraptions (USB foot warmers). Unitasker has been popularised by the
American TV chef Alton Brown and the website unclutterer.com. Not all OF THE SPECTRUM
unitaskers are bad, of course; some of them are invaluable and their UNLIKE ITS
limitations are a strength, not a weakness. What’s wrong with a fire
extinguisher? It does one job well. (OK, you can use it to prop the door open PREDECESSOR, THE
or brain a burglar, but we’re talking about intended uses here.) And one
person’s useless unitasker is another’s onion-ring holder or USB fragrance HUBBLE SPACE
oil burner. While I'm skeptical of tools intended for only one purpose, | like TELESCOPE

the Kindle because it’s a unitasker. You can’t really use it for the Web or
Twitter or e-mail: It’s for reading and that’s it (Macworld; Dec. 2010).

B Unobtainium

he name, often also spelled as unobtanium, combines unobtainable with

the -ium suffix that marks the names of chemical elements. It goes back
several decades. This is how it was defined in one of its earliest
appearances: A substance having the exact high test properties required for
a piece of hardware or other item of use, but not obtainable whether
because it theoretically cannot exist or because technology is insufficiently
advanced to produce it. -- Interim Glossary, Aero-Space Terms, by
Woodford Heflin, Feb. 1958. The word had obviously been around for a while
in aeronautics circles. The first known reference is in a newspaper in
Michigan in February 1956, but it came to wider notice as the result of this
syndicated news article 18 months later: A officer at Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base has disclosed specifications of the ultimate material sought by
the Air Force. He is Maj. Gen. William O. Senter, chief of procurement and
production, who describes it this way: It must be practically weightless,
infinitely strong, resist any degree of heat, mill, machine, cast, and stand
forging with great ease and be available at negligible cost. “We haven't
found this material yet,” Gen. Senter says, “but we do have a name for it. We
call it ‘unobtainium.” -- The Zanesville Signal (Ohio), 9 Nov. 1957.
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he mass shootings that

regularly disrupt

American life should not

be viewed simply as ran-
dom acts. They reflect a steady
unraveling of the sovereign au-
thority of the state. Sovereignty, as
the ultimate claim to authority,
insists on at least two precepts:
indivisibility and a monopoly on
the legitimate exercise of force.
Only the state, through its police
power, is permitted to use violence
in the state’s defense (whether
from foreign attack or from do-
mestic terror and criminality).

A loss of faith in state police
power is dangerous, not least be-
cause it invites self-reliance in re-
sponse to perceived insecurity or
injustice. When the state is no
longer trusted to provide security
and justice - to preserve the fab-
ric of society - self-reliance rep-
resents a potential rival to the
state’s sovereignty.

Historically, the emergence of
fascist political movements has
been associated with a parallel
rise of private militias: Mussolini’s
Blackshirts, Hitler’s Brownshirts,
the Brazilian Greenshirts, and
Irish fascist leader Eoin ODuffy’s
Blueshirts.

In the United States today, iso-
lated acts of domestic terror coexist
alongside more organised forms
of violence. Between the January
6, 2021, insurrection at the US
Capitol, the surge of gun sales to
an already weapons-saturated pub-
lic, and the growth and normali-
sation of extreme right-wing po-
litical organisations and militias,
there is ample evidence of an ac-
celerating breakdown of shared be-
lief in state sovereignty.

Right-wing “deep state” con-
spiracy theories and the Republican
Party’s lies about election rigging
reflect a common purpose: to chal-
lenge the legitimacy of the state.
Asthat challenge spreads through
traditional and social media, non-
state sources of violence become
increasingly acceptable. Violence
is simultaneously condemned and
romanticised. Again, this is a fa-
miliar pattern in the rise of fascism.

Pervasive violence is self-rein-
forcing. It demonstrates that the
old sovereignty is dead or dying,

ith the release of the first

images of the James Webb

Space Telescope (JWST)
12 July by NASA, we are now mov-
ing closer to our understanding of
how our universe formed and took
shape. The stunning images will
take us back in time to several bil-
lion years and show the most dis-
tant galaxies which were formed at
the early stage of the universe just
after the Big Bang and try to answer
some of the fundamental questions
that have baffled mankind like who
we are and how we got here!

It is believed that our universe
formed from the explosion of a hot
super dense body that existed as a
‘singularity’ some 13.8 billion years
ago. Space and time had no mean-
ing then. After its initial expan-
sion, the universe cooled suffi-
ciently to allow the formation of
subatomic particles, and later atoms.
Giant clouds of these primordial el-
ements, mostly hydrogen, later co-
alesced due to gravity, forming early
stars and galaxies, the descendants
of which are visible today. Now,
these galaxies have moved very far
and have cooled substantially so
that they hardly emit any radia-
tion to be detected by our instru-
ments. However, they do emit very

A journey of struggle

FOCUS AMERICA

The increasingly frequent and alarming

-

incidence of violence in America is no accident.
As the history of fascist movements shows, the
rise of private militias and self-reinforcing cycles
of bloodshed are instrumental in efforts to
undermine the sovereign authority
of the prevailing state

and thus no longer capable of pre-
serving the indivisibility of sov-
ereign power or maintaining its mo-
nopoly on the legitimate use of
force. From that premise, it fol-
lows that a viable counterforce
must enter the fray. As Donald
Trump put it January 6, “If you
don’t fight like hell, you won't have
a country anymore.”

Flooding the market with guns
—like flooding the marketplace of
ideas with “shit” (as former Trump
adviser Steve Bannon has advo-
cated) — amplifies social instabil-
ity. As confusion and fear grow,
the forces of reaction gain strength.
Those in fear might not be willing
to exercise violence themselves, but
they will increasingly embrace
those who are willing to do so on
their behalf.

The best way to shield liberal
democracy against this growing
threat is to mobilise the institutions
that still function: the press, peace-
ful assembly, and the electoral
process. But this must happen
quickly, because all three are in-
creasingly at risk. Facebook,
Twitter, and TikTok are now our
dominant sources of news; but,
owing to their “attention econ-
omy” business models, profit has
priority over truth. Because lies

Extending our understanding of universe

weak infrared radiations charac-
teristic of their extremely low tem-
peratures. The JWST hopes to cap-
ture some of these radiations to
show these distant and
coldest galaxies with unprecedented
detail.

The JWST is designed to peek into
the universe in the infrared region
of the spectrum unlike its prede-
cessor, the Hubble Space Telescope
(HST) launched by NASA in 1990
that sees the universe mostly with
ultraviolet and visible wavelengths.
By studying infrared light, JWST
can penetrate the clouds of dust
that obscure newborn stars and
can peer farther into the cosmos
than ever before. Galaxies that lie
very far from Earth can be seen
only at the infrared wavelengths, be-
cause the expansion of the uni-
verse has shifted their light beyond
the visible part of the electromag-
netic spectrum into the infrared
region due to an effect called the cos-
mological Red Shift.

JWST’s primary mirror consists
of 18 hexagonal segments made of
gold-plated beryllium, which create
a 21-ft diameter mirror, compared
with Hubble’s 7-ft mirror. This gives
JWST a light-collecting area of
about 25 square meters, about six

spread faster and hold attention
longer than facts, they ultimately
are worth more to companies that
depend on users’ attention time for
advertising.

Meanwhile, the right of public
assembly is being threatened by
new state laws that open the door
to committing violence against
peaceful protesters. In Oklahoma,
for example, drivers who strike -
or even Kill - someone with their
car will no longer be held liable if
they are “fleeing from a riot ...
under a reasonable belief that
fleeing was necessary to protect the
motor vehicle operator from se-
rious injury or death.” The same
measure also creates new penal-
ties for protesters who obstruct
streets or vehicle traffic, including
fines of up to $5,000 and as much
as a year in jail.

Similarly, in Florida and Iowa,
people who drive into crowds of
protesters may claim civil im-
munity if they say they were act-
ing in self-defence. The danger
posed by such laws should be ob-
vious. An analysis by Ari Weil of
the Chicago Project on Security and
Threats shows that in 2020, fol-
lowing the murder of George Floyd
by a Minneapolis police officer,
there were 72 incidents of cars

times that of the Hubble and that’s
why it could see objects 100 times
fainter than Hubble. This makes
JWST the most powerful telescope
ever built by humanity. The tele-
scope is placed at the second
Lagrange point in space some 1.5 mil-
lion km away from the Earth cov-
ered with sun shield sails in order
to protect itself from the interference
of the infrared radiations emitted
by its own instruments.

JWST is the culmination of 20
years of international collabora-
tive effort of NASA with European
Space Agency (ESA) and Canadian
Space Agency (CSA) and builtata
cost of $1000 crore. It was launched
to space 25 December, 2021 from an
ESA launch site in Kouru, French
Guiana aboard an Ariane 5 rocket.
According to NASA, the JWST proj-
ect involved over 300 universities,
organisations and companies across
29 US states and 14 countries.
Although its initial life span is
about 5.5 years, it is expected to op-
erate for at least 20 years in space.

JWST has delivered the deepest
and sharpest infrared images of
the distant universe to date. Webb’s
first deep field image was a galaxy
cluster formed 4.6 billion years ago,
named SMACS 0723, taken in a

Sir, This refers to “Cakewalk for Murmu” (Orissa POST, July 22). Odisha and her people have rea-
sons to be proud of as Droupadi Murmu has won the Presidential election by a comfortable major-
ity. India will now have the youngest Head of State, born after Independence and most importantly a
member from the Adivasi community, who not only has enough political experience and insight but
also humility and grace to give meaning to the office and chair. From Rairangpur to Raisina Hills,
Murmu’s journey had been one of struggle and consistency. This would not have been possible with-
out the facilitation of PM Narendra Modi. Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has wished her all
success, while her rival Yashwant Sinha has congratulated her and desires that she protects the law
and the Constitution of the country Murmu has faced unbearable pain in her personal life but has
shown no callousness in pursuit of her political struggle, an eye opener for all that success is guar-
anteed to hard-working people, not to the lazy and the casual. The BJP leadership may have political
reasons in selection of the candidate for Presidency, in hindsight the country has got the President-

elect from the most marginalised community of 10 crore crying for social and economic justice. I have
every optimism that Murmu will play fair from Rashtrapati Bhawan abiding to the Constitution with

utmost humility and refinement and listen to all voices of society, and won’t be a mere rubber stamp.
The Opposition parties had also presented an elder statesman in the race but could not be a success
for reasons which can be another story in your paper. History has been scripted, says our PM rightly.
The country needs peace and progress and specially a working connect between the ruling party and
the Opposition, the road to conflict will take us nowhere.

Parthasarathy Sen, DELHI

A DANGEROUS DESCENT

being driven into protesters across
52 cities in the space of just
one month.

Lastly, the electoral process is
being threatened by state laws
that could empower (Republican-
led) state legislatures to ignore
presidential election outcomes by
substituting their own Electoral
College electors in place of the
ones chosen by the state’s voters.
Ominously; the US Supreme Court
recently gestured toward endors-
ing a fringe legal doctrine that
would immunise state legislatures
from state or federal judicial re-
view — meaning that there would
be no lawful means of blocking
legislatively substituted Electoral
College votes.

Given these mounting threats,
the defence of core democratic
institutions - a free press, the right
to peaceful assembly, and free and
fair elections — will require not
only increased collective engage-
ment but also real courage.

It will take the kind of courage
shown by former slaves in the face
of Jim Crow and the rise of the Ku
Klux Klan after the Civil War: It will
take the kind of courage shown by
1960s activists who battled entrenched
segregationists for civil rights. And
it will take the kind of courage
shown by women who fought to win
the vote, and who now must fight
anew for the right to make
their own reproductive choices.

The stakes this time may be as
high as they have ever been, but
the essential lesson remains the
same. In a free republic, funda-
mental rights must be earned
anew whenever the sovereign au-
thority of the state — embodying
the core values that bind
Americans together - is threat-
ened. The violence erupting across
America today presses against
the guardrails of civil discourse
and the rule of law; testing whether
the struggle for shared identity —
the country’s founding ideal of E
Pluribus Unum (“Out of Many,
One”) - can peacefully continue.

The writer is Professor of
Law and Director of the
Visual Persuasion Project at
New York Law School.

©PROJECT SYNDICATE

grain size expanse of the sky looked
from our arm’s length. It is found
to be teeming with young and old
galaxies. The second image was a
hot pufty planet, named WASP-96b,
outside our Solar System that reveals
the clear signature of water, along
with evidence of haze and clouds
that previous studies could not de-
tect. The third image was a plane-
tary nebula, called the Southern
Ringnebula that surrounds a dying
star some 2000 light years away
from us. The fourth image shows
some interacting galaxies, called
the Stephan’s Quintet that would
allow scientists to know how stars
were formed from vast clouds of
dust and gas. The final image was
the Carina nebula that unveils the
earliest, rapid phases of star for-
mation that were previously
hidden from us.

The journey has just begun. As
more images pour in, we hope to un-
derstand our universe deeper and
better than ever before. And then,
we will be, probably; able to read the
mind of God: the nature of His
mysterious and elusive creation.

The writer is Education
Officer, Regional Science
Centre, Bhopal.

Opposition disunity

Sir, The Trinamool Congress’
(TMC’s) move to abstain from vot-
ing in the Vice-Presidential elec-
tion slated to be held August 6 has
laid bare the disunity in the
Opposition ranks. The Mamata
Banerjee-led party’s grouse was that
the Opposition finalised the name
of Margaret Alva as their choice of
Vice-President without proper con-
sultation and deliberation with the
TMC. But one wonders why the
TMC adopted this ploy considering
that the NDA candidate and West
Bengal Governor; Jagdeep Dhankhar;
had frequent run-ins with the
Trinamool leadership. Politics indeed —
makes strange bedfellows!

NJ Ravi Chander, BANGALORE
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We welcome
‘ Droupadi
Murmu’s
victory and are ‘
happy that a tribal
woman has assumed 3
the top post. We .
supported her candidature. We
expect her to uphold and protect the
constitutional values

SANJAY RAUT | SHIV SENA LEADER

Paddy "
‘ procurementin
TamilNaduhas gt %=

been advanced by
one month to
September of the
2022-23 kharif
marketing season following a
request fro the state

NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR |
UNION AGRICULTURE MINISTER

Out of the 34
‘ @AITCofficial

MPs (Lok
Sabha and Rajya
Sabha combined)
who cast their votes
at the WB Assembly,
at least 4 cross voted in favour of
Smt. Draupadi Murmu ji. 2 got
counted in her favour and other 2
were regarded invalid. Saffron
greetings to those 4 TMC MPs

SUVENDU ADHIKARI |
LEADER OF OPPOSITION IN WB ASSEMBLY

SHORT TAKES

m 8 held for offering
‘namaz’ in public

Haridwar: Eight people were
} arrested for offering 'namaz’
at a weekly market in
Uttarakhand's Haridwar,
police said Friday. The
accused were later granted
bail by the sub-divisional
magistrate's (SDM) court,
they said. Following a tip-off,
Nizam, 22, Nasim, 52, Sajjad
Ahmad, 50, Mursalin, 38,
Ashraf, 45, Asgar, 37, Mustafa,
35, and lkram, 47, were
arrested in Shivalik Nagar
colony late Thursday evening
for offering 'namaz' at a
weekly market,
Superintendent of Police
(City) Swatantra Kumar said.
They were arrested under

}  Section 151 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (design to
commit any cognisable
offence) and produced before
the SDM's court. The court
gave them a warning and
granted them bail, he said.

.......................................

™ Tailor killing: NIA
arrests 8th accused

New Delhi: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
has arrested the eighth
accused in the case of the
horrific killing of Udaipur
tailor Kanhaiyya Lal Teli,
allegedly over his support to
a now suspended BJP
spokesperson's remarks on
the Prophet, an

official said. The accused,
identified as Mohammed
Javed, 19, was arrested
Thursday. He had allegedly
played a key role in the
conspiracy of killing
Kanhaiyya Lal June 28 by
conducting recce and
passing on the information
about presence of the victim
at his shop to the main killer
accused Riyaz, officials said.

......................................

M Flying articles
banned in Delhi

New Delhi: In a bid to avoid
terror strikes and aby
untoward incidents, Delhi
Police Commissioner Rakesh
Asthana on Friday prohibited
flying of various sub-
conventional aerial
platforms like para-gliders,
UAVSs, hot air balloons, or
para-jumping over the
jurisdiction of the national
capital's territory.

......................................

B ED defers Sonia’s
summons to July 26

New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate has deferred by a
day to July 26 the summons
issued to Congress President
Sonia Gandhi for her
questioning in the National
} Herald newspaper-linked
money laundering case,
officials said Friday.

EDattaches
Nirav's property
worth 253 crore

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 22: The
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
Friday said it has attached pro-
ceeds of crime in the form of mov-
able properties i.e. gems and jew-
ellery and bank accounts
amounting to $30.98 million and
HKD 5.75 million, equivalent to Rs
253.62 crore in the case of the Nirav
Modi group of companies in Hong
Kong, SAR, China.

“On the basis of FIR under
Section 420, 467,471 and 120-B of the
Indian Penal Code, 1860 and Section
13 of Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988 registered by CBI, BS &
FC Branch, Mumbai, ED had ini-
tiated investigation by recording
ECIR under Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002A in the case
of PNB Bank Fraud of
Rs 6498.20 crore,”the official said.

During the course of the PMLA
investigation, some assets of the
Modi group of companies in Hong
Kong were identified in the form
of gems and jewellery lying in pri-
vate vaults and bank balances in
accounts maintained in Hong Kong,
which is provisionally attached
vide instant attachment order of Rs
253.62 Crore under Section 5 of
PMLA, 2002.

Previously the ED had attached
movable and immovable assets of
Nirav Modi and associates to the
tune of Rs 2396.45 crore in India and
abroad. With the present attach-

|
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Nirav Modi, 51, is
presently lodged ina

UK jail and has lost his
extradition plea to India
in connection with the
$2-billion PNB fraud
case that is also being
investigated by the CBI

ment, the total attachment of assets
of Rs 2650.07 crore has been ef-
fected in the case against Nirav
Modi by the ED.

Furthermore, movable and im-
movable assets of Modi and his
associates amounting to Rs 1389
crore, have been confiscated under
provisions of the Fugitive Economic
Offenders Act, 2018 by the Special
Court (FEOA), Mumbai.

The official said that the process
of physical handing over of the
confiscated assets is in progress
and part of the confiscated assets
has already been physically handed
over to the victim banks.

“Earlier in this case, 2
Prosecution Complaints under
PMLA, 2002 have already been filed
by the Directorate against Nirav
Modi and associated entities be-
fore Special Court (PMLA).
Simultaneously, the extradition
proceedings against fugitive, Nirav
Modi is at final stage in London,
UK,” said the official.
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As Big Tech companies
continue to urge the
government to remove
certain provisions in the
new IT Rules, 2021

RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR | MINISTER
OF STATE FOR IT & ELECTRONICS

BOOSTING ECONOMY

Tamil Nadu Food Department has commenced moves

to increase the production of turmeric in the state
and to export it globally, an official said. Principal

Secretary, Food, Consumer Protection, and Cooperation,

J. Radhakrishnan told media persons that farmers

would get additional profit if they convert the produce
into value-added products and sell it in a global market

A child offers prayer at a temple on the first Friday of Tamil month of Aadi in Chennai

ED seizes huge cash during raids

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, July 22: Officials of the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) prob-
ing the recruitment irregularities
in the West Bengal School Service
Commission (WBSSC) and West
Bengal Board of Primary Education
(WBBPE) have recovered huge
amount of cash and several mobile
phones from the house of a close
aide of former state Education
Minister and Trinamool Congress
Secretary General Partha
Chatterjee, who is currently the
Commerce and Industries Minister
in West Bengal.

The cash seized from the resi-
dence of Arpita Mukherjee, known
to be a close aide of Chatterjee,
amounts to around Rs 20 crore.

The ED sleuths have also re-
covered 20 mobile phones from the
posh residence of Mukherjee at
the Diamond City complex in
Tollygunge.

The officials believe that these
mobile phones will provide cru-
cial links to the teachers' recruit-
ment scam in WBSSC and WBBPE.
The ED has also released a state-
ment to a section of the media

Azam Khan case; SC criticises HCs

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, July 22: The Supreme
Court Friday criticised the new
trend where high courts have made
irrelevant observations, not con-
nected with a case before them,
and going overboard by imposing
pointless conditions in bail matters.

A bench, headed by Justice AM
Khanwilkar, said it is disturbed
by such orders passed by high
courts and cited directions passed
by a separate bench setting aside
an order, similar in nature.

The bench, also comprising
Justice JB Pardiwala, set aside the
Allahabad High Court's bail con-
dition to seal the premises of
Mohammad Ali Jauhar University
at Rampur while granting bail to

Samajwadi Party leader Azam
Khan. He is one of the members of
the board of trustees of the uni-
versity. Expressing disappointment
with the new trend, the top court
said the high courts are exceed-
ing their authority to delve into
issues which are not relevant to
the determination of the bail pleas.

The top court noted that if seal-
ing proceedings were to take place,
then it should have been inde-
pendent of the observations made
by the high court.

Only July 18, the Supreme Court
stayed all proceedings and adverse
remarks, calling for B summary
reports and service records, against
the Karnataka ACB by a Karnataka
High Court judge. A bench headed
by Chief Justice NV.Ramana said

the judge while hearing a bail plea
of an accused made unnecessary
observations. Only July 14, the
Supreme Court set aside the or-
ders of ajudge of Patna High Court,
who acted without jurisdiction,
ordering the appearance of busi-
nessman Subrata Roy Sahara and
also asked for a plan to return the
money to the investors.

In May, the Allahabad High
Court granted bail to Khan in an
alleged case of grabbing of enemy
property for the construction of
the university. The court directed
the Rampur District Magistrate
to take possession of the prop-
erty attached to the campus of
the University by June 30, 2022,
and raise a boundary wall with
barbed wire around it.
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Rs 20 crore cash seized by ED from the premises of an aide of West Bengal

minister Partha Chatterjee after the agency conducted raids

claiming that it was conducting
search operations at various places
in connection with the teachers're-
cruitment scam during which huge
amount of cash was seized. The
ED sleuths called some bank officials
for counting purposes who arrived
at Mukherjee's residence with cur-
rency counting machines. ED
sources said that the residence of
Mukherjee was not there in the ini-
tial list of 13 places, where the
agency had been conducting raids

PTI PHOTO

since Friday morning.

However, Mukherjee's name sur-
faced during the course of the raids
following which the ED sleuths,
escorted by Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel, reached
her residence and launched a search
and seizure operation.

The ED sleuths are currently
grilling Mukherjee to unearth the
source of the cash as well the pur-
pose for which so many mobile
phones were used.

TOP COURT JUNKS PLEATO
INCREASE SMOKING AGE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 22: The Supreme
Court Friday junked a plea seeking
adirection to increase the smoking
age from 18 to 21, and ban the sale
of loose cigarettes.

A bench comprising Justices S
K Kaul and Sudhanshu Dhulia re-
jected the plea filed by two advocates.
“If you want publicity, argue a
good case...Don’t file publicity in-
terest litigation,” the bench said
while dismissing the plea.

The apex court was hearing a
public interest litigation filed by ad-
vocates Shubham Awasthi and
Sapta Rishi Mishra seeking guide-

j 3 _/
I“‘\ REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
lines to control smoking.

The plea also sought directions
to remove smoking zones from
commercial places besides ban-
ning sale of loose cigarettes near
educational and healthcare insti-
tutions and also places of worship.

PTI PHOTO

RS WITNESSES
REPEATED
DISRUPTIONS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 22: Rajya Sabha
proceedings were adjourned twice
in the pre-lunch period Friday
amid protests by the Opposition
on price rise and other issues.

When the House reassembled
at 12 after a brief adjournment,
Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh Narayan Singh con-
ducted the Question Hour amid
protest by opposition parties for al-
most an hour.

Minister of State for Agriculture
and Farmer Welfare Kailash
Choudhary, Minister for
Communication Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry Anupriya Patel and
Union Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution
Piyush Goyal replied to the ques-

e

tions amid protests by opposition -

members, who had trooped inside

The Deputy Chairman urged
the protesting members to return
to their respective seats. Goyal said
the government is ready for dis-
cussion on the issue. However, the
opposition is not ready for this and
is obstructing the House.

The minister, who was replying
to questions related to wheat pur-
chase, said the entire world is dis-
cussingfood security and India is the
only country which has balance.
“Even in such conditions, our op-
position is not ready for discussion.
The majority of us want a discus-
sion. Even the government wants dis-
cussion on this,” said Goyal.

Leader of the Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge sought a
discussion under Rule 267 for
suspension of business to dis-
cuss the issue of price rise of
essential commodities.

Over 16cr women globally have unmet contraceptive needs: Study

THE RESEARCHERS
USED MODELLING TO
PRODUCE NATIONAL
ESTIMATES OF
VARIOUS FAMILY
PLANNING
INDICATORS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 22: Over 16 crore
women and adolescents with need
to prevent pregnancy remained
without contraception in 2019,
despite major increases in use at
a global level since 1970,
according to a study published in
The Lancet journal.

Expanding access to contra-
ception is linked to women'’s so-
cial and economic empowerment
and better health outcomes and is
akey goal of international initia-

tives, and a Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) indicator,
the researchers said. Contraception
use is also associated with reduc-
tions in maternal and neonatal
mortality by preventing unintended
pregnancies, they said.

Based on data from 1,162 self-
reported representative surveys
on women's contraceptive use, the
researchers used modelling to pro-
duce national estimates of vari-
ous family planning indicators.

Women were defined as need-
ing contraception when they were
married or if unmarried, sexually
active, able to get pregnant and
not wanting a child within two
years, or if they were pregnant or
had just given birth but would have
preferred to delay or prevent their
pregnancy.

The researchers noted that world-
wide, the share of women of re-
productive age using modern con-
traception increased from 28 per
cent in 1970 to 48 per cent in 2019.

Demand met rose from 55 per cent
in 1970 to 79 per cent in 2019.
Despite the major increases, 163
million (over 16 crore) women who
were not currently using contra-
ception were considered to have
need in 2019, out of 1.2 billion (over
100 crore) women who needed con-
traception in total, they said.
‘Although we have observed ex-
cellent strides in contraceptive

Representational image
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availability since the 1970s at a
global level, there is still a long
way to go to ensure that every
woman and adolescent girl can
benefit from the economic and so-
cial empowerment contraceptives
can offer;” said Annie Haakenstad,
from Institute for Health Metrics
and Evaluation IHME), University
of Washington, US.

"Our results indicate that where

a woman lives in the world and
their age still significantly impacts
their use of contraception,”
Haakenstad said. In 2019, the avail-
ability of contraceptives still dif-
fered significantly between regions
and across different countries.
Southeast Asia, East Asia and
Oceania had the highest use of
modern contraceptives (65 per cent)
and demand satisfied (90 per cent),
whereas sub-Saharan Africa had the
lowest use of modern contraceptives
(24 per cent) and demand satisfied
(52 per cent). Between countries,
levels of modern contraceptive
use ranged from 2 per cent in South
Sudan to 88 per cent in Norway.
Unmet need was highest in South
Sudan (35 per cent), Central African
Republic (29 per cent) and Vanuatu
(28 per cent) in 2019. “The higher
unmet need among partnered ado-
lescent women represents a risk for
unintended pregnancies, affecting
the subsequent socioeconomic em-
powerment of these groups,” said

Manas Ranjan Pradhan, from
International Institute for
Population Sciences, Mumbai.

“The sociodemographic index
influences the mCPR (modern con-
traceptive prevalence rate) and de-
mand satisfaction among adoles-
cents, probably due to vast
inequalities on the basis of so-
cioeconomic status and access to
health-care services,” said Ranjan,
who was not involved in the study:.

The Family Planning 2020
Initiative (FP2020) set a goal of in-
creasing the number of women
using modern contraception by
120 million between 2012 and 2020
in 69 priority countries, the re-
searchers said.
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The study estimated that the num- £

ber of women using contraception
increased by 69 million (6.9 crore) be-
tween 2012 and 2019 in these coun-
tries, leaving the initiative 51 million

C

-

(5.1 crore) short of reaching its goal—

if these levels remained unchanged
in 2020, they said.
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LG recommends CBI probe

into Delhi

CM Arvind Kejriwal
claims his deputy
Manish Sisodia to be
arrested in ‘fake’ case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 22: Manish
Sisodia is a “hardcore honest”
man, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said Friday, fearing that
his deputy will be framed in a
“completely fake case” by the CBI
and arrested in a few days.

His remarks came after Delhi
Lieutenant Governor (LG) VK
Saxena recommended a probe by
the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) into the Delhi Excise Policy,
2021-22 over alleged violations of
rules and procedural lapses.

Sisodia heads the excise de-
partment of the Delhi government.

At an online press briefing,
Kejriwal said he has known Sisodia
for 22 years. “I came to know that
a case has been sent to the CBI
against Manish Sisodia and the
agency is going to arrest him in a
few days. It is a completely fake
case. There is not even an iota of
truth in this case,” the national
convenor of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) said.

“This case will not hold in a court.

s excise policy

‘ ‘I came to know that a case has been sent to the CBI
against Manish Sisodia and the agency is going to
arrest him in a few days. It is a completely fake case.
There is not even an iota of truth in this case

ARVIND KEJRIWAL I DELHI CM

Manish is a hardcore honest man
and he will walk free,” he said.

Kejriwal also said AAP leaders
arenot afraid of goingtojail asthey
have done no wrong.

At a press briefing, AAP chief
spokesperson Saurabh Bhardwaj
alleged that the CBI probe was rec-
ommended by the LG at the be-
hest of the BJP-led Centre to im-
plicate Sisodia in a fake case and
keep the Kejriwal-led party at bay
in the upcoming Assembly polls.

He also alleged that the Centre

Yediyurappa signals end
~of his elctral politics

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, July 22: Former
Karnataka Chief Minister and vet-
eran BJP leader BS Yediyurappa
Friday announced his retirement
from electoral politics, saying he is
“back-tracking” to make way for his
son BY Vijayendra.

He made the announcement in
Anjanapura of Shikaripura in
Shivamogga district in Karnataka,
saying he would not contest for
next assembly elections from
Shikaripura constituency from
where he began his political ca-
reer.

Vijayendra is currently holding
the post of Vice President in the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

“Iwon’t contest in the next elec-
tions from Shikaripura. Vijayendra
will contest in my place. I appeal to
the people to ensure his resounding
victory,” he stated.

There was a demand from

Mysuru region for Vijayendra to con-
test elections.

“However, as I am vacating the
constituency, he will represent it in
the upcoming assembly elections,”
he said.

Vijayendra, reacting to his fa-
ther Yediyurappa's announcement,
said he will follow the guidance of
his father and the party's decision.

“...I will see what party decides
in this regard and take a call later;”
he said.

“There is no question of pres-
surising my father (Yediyurappa).
He was involved in the organisation
of the BJP earlier, and in future
also, he will continue the work,” he
stated.

Yediyurappa, while announcing
his resignation, also said that he
would once again bring the party
to power with a clear majority.

“He will tour the state and fight
to bring the BJP to power,”
Vijayendra stated.

has been making efforts to “some-
how” implicate all the ministers in
the Delhi government in fake cases
as Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is scared of the growing popular-
ity of the AAP and Kejriwal.
“The Centre will try to impli-
cate more of our ministers. It has
asked officials to find out anything,
true or false, and launch a probe so
that the AAP can be kept confined
to Delhi and Punjab,” Bhardwaj
said replying to a question.
Referring to the arrest of

Sateyndar Jain by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in a money-laun-
dering case, Bhardwaj alleged that
the Centre has been making ef-
forts to “somehow” implicate the
ministers in the Delhi government
in fake cases since the AAP’s stu-
pendous victory in the Punjab
Assembly polls earlier this year.

“We have been anticipating that
after Jain, the Centre will try to im-
plicate Sisodia also,” he said.

“This is happening because the
growing popularity of Arvind
Kejriwal across the country has
scared the Centre and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,”
Bhardwaj said.

The CBI inquiry was recom-
mended on the basis of areport filed
by the Delhi chief secretary earlier
this month, showing prima facie vi-
olations of the Government of
National Capital Territory of Delhi
Act, 1991, the Transaction of
Business Rules (ToBR), 1993, the
Delhi Excise Act, 2009 and the Delhi
Excise Rules, 2010, officials said.

According to sources, the LG
has found “substantive indica-
tions” of “financial quid pro quo”
at the “top political level,” wherein
the excise minister “took and got
executed major decisions in vio-
lation of statutory provisions” and
notified the excise policy that had
“huge financial implications.”

STATES
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UNITED WE STAND

A Muslim man takes a selfie with a Kanwariya as he carries holy water from the Ganga river, during the Kanwar
Yatra in the month of Shravan, at Maujpur in East Delhi, Friday.
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Lekhi slams Delhi CM for creating Lip-lock challenge:

‘rift’ between India & Smgapore 8 students booked
under POCSO act

Delhi LG VK Saxena
has rejected files on
Kejriwal's proposed visit
for the World Cities
Summit in the first week
of August, saying
attending the conference
of mayors would not
befit his stature as
Chief Minister

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 22: Amid the
controversy over Arvind
Kejriwal’s proposed Singapore
visit, Union minister Meenakshi
Lekhi Friday referred to a May
2021 tweet by the Delhi Chief
Minister about a "Singapore
strain" of coronavirus to claim
he had tried to create a "rift" be-
tween the two friendly nations.

Delhi LG VK Saxena has rejected
files on Kejriwal's proposed visit
for the World Cities Summit in the
first week of August, saying at-
tending the conference of mayors
would not befit his stature as chief
minister.

Kejriwal had Wednesday asserted
he will go ahead with the visit by
seeking "political clearance" from
the Ministry of External Affairs.

Asked about the controversy,
Minister of State for External Affairs
Meenakshi Lekhi told a press con-
ference here Friday Kejriwal had
tweeted about a COVID-19 variant
from the Singapore saying it was
dangerous for children.

The Singapore government had
slammed Kejriwal saying politi-

500 trees planted by 3 PWD officials
held guilty in contempt case, HC told

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 22: The Delhi High
Court was informed Thursday that
over 500 trees have been planted in
the city by three PWD officials, who
were held guilty of contempt of court
earlier this year for violating judicial
orders on the protection of trees.

The high court, which noted that
several encouraging photographs
of tree planting have been placed
onrecord, said the officials shall also
plant the remaining 300 trees and
file a report before it.

The court had July 13 granted an
opportunity to three PWD officials
to plant 830 trees in the city to mit-
} igate their “wrongdoing” concerning
the contempt case against them
and kept in abeyance its order send-

| Eﬁjff o AMET
L UELHI HIGH COURT

ing them to jail for committing con-
tempt of court.

Justice Najmi Waziri was in-
formed by the counsel for the PWD
officials that they have planted 547
trees of various varieties at the iden-
tified spots at Mathura Road and
the remaining shall be planted by
July 31. The court was informed
that 60 trees have been planted on the
land opposite the Supreme Court. The
court, on a contempt petition by
Neeraj Sharma, had held that the con-
duct of the officials was in breach
of the judicial orders concerning

the preservation and protection of
trees. The petitioner was repre-
sented by lawyer Aditya N Prasad.
During the hearing, Prasad
pointed out that the trees planted
near Supreme Court may not sur-
vive as the land has several layers
of concrete and water would not per-
colate as these are impervious ma-
terials. To this, the court said, “let
this aspect be examined by the
Deputy Conservator of Forest along
with the assistance of Director
(Horticulture) New Delhi Municipal
Council S. Chellaiah, whom the re-
spondents will request to assist™.
The court said if more concrete
isrequired to be removed from the
area where the trees have been
planted, it shall be done, and there-
after; the trees shall be planted again.

to promote cartelisation to benefit liquor

‘ ‘The AAP government violated rules and procedures

companies in Delhi

MEENAKSHI LEKHI | UNION MINISTER

cians should stick to the facts and
that their is no Singapore variant,
she said, reading out of a note.

“This is the history of the man.
This is how he tweeted (about)
Singapore in the past. This is how
he tried to create a rift between
India and Singapore which is a
friendly nation,” she said.

May 18 last year, Kejriwal had
in a tweet in Hindi called for can-
celling all air services with
Singapore with immediate effect
saying a new strain of coronavirus
found in that country could cause
a third wave in India.

“The new form of coronavirus

in Singapore is said to be very
dangerous for children. It could
reach Delhi in the form of a third
wave. My appeal to the Central
government: 1. Cancel all air serv-
ices with Singapore with imme-
diate effect 2. Work on vaccine al-
ternatives for children on a priority
basis,” Kejriwal had said in a
tweet in Hindi.

Following the Singapore for-
eign ministry's reaction regret-
ting the “unfounded assertions”
by Kejriwal, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar had said the
Delhi chief minister does not
speak for India.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Dakshina Kannada, July 22:
Karnataka police have booked eight
students under Pocso Act
(Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act) in connection with
hosting a kissing challenge at a
private residence in Mangaluru
city, police said Friday:.

A video of minor students of a
reputed college smooching in the
presence of others at a private res-
idence has gone viral on social
media stirring a controversy.

Police probe showed that the
students had got the flat on rent for
two months and took their girl-
friends to play truth and dare game,
in which they engaged in a lip-
lock. The video which came in pub-
lic domain shocked and created
concerns among parents across
the state.

The Pocso case had been regis-
tered against the students in
Pandeshwara Women police sta-
tion of Mangaluru. One of the stu-
dents, who captured the video and
made it viral, was detained ini-
tially and later the police detained
three others in connection with
questioning, explain police sources.

One of the accused students has
gone abroad and the police will
question all the accused in the
case. The police department had re-
quested college and school au-
thorities to keep vigil on the ac-
tivities of students.

It has also directed the author-
ities of education institutions to
allow police to investigate the se-

rious matters instead of sorting
it out through internal commit-
tees.

N. Shashikumar, Commissioner
of Police for Mangaluru city, stated
that the incident had taken place
six months ago in a flat in
Mangaluru. The students were
playing a truth and dare game dur-
ing the lip-lock competition.

One of the boys who was pres-
ent had put the video on Whatsapp
a week ago. It has come to the
notice of the school administra-
tion and authorities have warned
students and suspended them,
he stated.

The video shows a college boy
and girl coming together and
smooching passionately as others
in the room cheer for them. Sources
explain that the group of students
held alip-lock competition among
themselves.

Sources say that students be-
longed to a reputed college and the
video has shocked the traditional
coastal district and raised concern
across the state worrying parents.

The Mangaluru police are acting
swiftly on the issue as it is likely
to turn into a crisis. The police are
also verifying whether the stu-
dents had consumed drugs.

Villagers build bus shelter; chlef guest is buffalo

IN A MAJOR
EMBARRASSMENT
TO THE RULING BJP,
THE VIDEOS OF
THE EVENT HAVE
GONE VIRAL ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Gadag (Karnataka), July 22:
Enraged by the apathy of author-
ities and legislators for not caring
to build a bus shelter for 40 years,
villagers in Karnataka built one
themselves and made a buffalo the
chief guest. In a major embar-
rassment to the ruling BJP, the
videos of the event have gone viral
on social media.

The incident took place in the

Balehosur village of Laxmeshwar
taluk in Gadag district of the state,
where the bus shelter was built 40
years ago, and its roof collapsed a
decade ago.

The bus shelter was turned into

a dumping yard and commuters
had to wait for buses close to this
spot in the scorching sun and
heavy rain.

Lokesh Jalawadagi, the farmer
leader, explained that a memo-

randum had been submitted and
Ppleas were made innumerable times
to sitting BJP MLA Ramappa
Lamani and MP Shivakumar Udasi.

“The village has a population
of 5,000 and everyday, hundreds of
students travel from the village to
surrounding towns,” says
Virupaksha Itagi.

The villagers decided to protest
against the government's indif-
ference in a novel way.

They built the roof of the shel-
ter with coconut branches and
made a buffalo the chief guest.
They also held a ribbon cutting
ceremony and decked up the buf-
falo to register the protest more
impactfully.

After the videos and photos went

"
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viral on social media, the author-
ities and legislators gave assur-——

ance that they will make a bus
shelter soon.
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The state, & i
‘ which is still ‘z
reeling under 2 -

the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic, e
is now staring ata y f
drought-like situation.

Farmers are not able plant seeds due
to scanty rainfall. | am worried. The
prediction of meteorological
department is also not encouraging

HEMANT SOREN | JHARKHAND CM

Rebellion by
‘ Shiv Sena
legislators is

not betrayal of Sena
and Uddhav
Thackeray, but
betrayal of humanity

AADITYA THACKERAY | SHIV SENA LEADER

It is ironical
‘ that the state

which has most
successfully

implemented MSP Ji]
since the initiation of N
this scheme has been ‘ %‘Xﬁ
kept out the committee

BHAGWANT MANN I PUNJAB CHIEF MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

B Chitra sent to 14 days
judicial custody

New Delhi: Delhi's Rouse Avenue
Court Friday sent former
National Stock Exchanges
(NSE) CEO and MD, Chitra
Ramkrishna to fourteen days
judicial custody in connection
with a Prevention of Money
Laundering case pertaining to
phone tapping of NSE
employees between 2009 and
2017. She was produced in the
court after the expiry of her
custodial remand. Former
Mumbai Police Commissioner
Sanjay Pandey was also placed
under arrest in this matter. He
is currently under nine days
custodial remand of ED.

......................................

M Hooch tragedy:
Toll rises to 13

Kolkata: Spurious liquor at
Ghusuri in Howrah district of
West Bengal has claimed three
more lives taking the death toll
in the tragedy to 13, police
said Friday. Local police
sources said three more
persons namely Kameshwar
Rao, Nitish Singh and Balaram
Manna, who were admitted to
the hospital Wednesday, died
late Thursday evening. All of
them were workers of the local
factories in the Ghusuri area.

......................................

M Heavy rains lash
parts of Hyderabad

Hyderabad: Heavy rains
lashed Hyderabad and several
other parts of Telangana
Friday, inundating low-lying
areas and disrupting normal
life. Vehicular traffic was
thrown out of gear in Hyderabad
and outskirts due to heavy
rains since morning. Roads
were flooded at several
places, causing severe
hardships to the motorists.

......................................

B Two Maoist held

Patna: Jamui police arrested
two hardcore Maoist
commanders from the jungles
of Gidheswar block, an official
said Friday. Jamui police
received a tip-off that some
Maoist operatives have taken
shelter in the jungles of
Gidheshwar and Sikandra
blocks. Accordingly, the
message was passed to CRPF
cobra battalion and STF. They
cordoned off the area under the
supervision of SP (Operation)
Shaurya Suman and started
combing operations in the
jungles Wednesday evening.

......................................

B Constable shoots self

New Delhi: A Delhi Police head
constable allegedly shot himself
dead Friday with his service
revolver in east Delhi's Laxmi
Nagar area, officials said. Deputy
Commissioner of Police (east)
Priyanka Kashyap said around
12:45 pm, the city police's crime
branch staff inside the Laxmi
Nagar police station premises
noticed that head constable
Narender had shot himself in his

AGENCIES

Thiruvananthapuram, July 22:
A 35-year old man, who came to
Kerala from the UAE earlier this
month, has tested positive for
monKkeypox, making him the third
case of the virus from the country
as well as the state.

Health Minister Veena George
said the Malappuram native
arrived in the southern state July
6 and had fever since July 13.

He was undergoing treatment
at the Manjeri Medical College
there and his health condition is sta-
ble, she said.

The minister also said all those
who were in close contact with the
patient are being closely
monitored and their health con-
dition is also stable.

However, George made it clear
that there was no need to panic
over the disease as testing and sur-
veillance have been intensified
across the state.

“Everybody should be aware
about the disease...Isolation

bb

Congratulations to all my
young friends who passed
the CBSE Class XII exams.
The grit and dedication of
r . these youngsters is
- commendable
NARENDRA MODIlPRIME MINISTER
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u The first case of
monkeypox, a rare but
potentially serious viral
illness, was reported from
Kollam district of south
Kerala July 14. The patient
is currently undergoing
treatment at the
Government Medical
College Hospital,
Thiruvananthapuram

facilities have been arranged in
all districts. Surveillance has been
intensified after setting up help
desks in airports,” she said after a
high level meeting of health
department officials here.

The minister also directed to
ensure that all health workers in
the state are trained to deal with
the disease.

“95% cases transmitted through sexual activity’

SYDNEY: Sexual closeness is the most likely route of
transmission in 95 per cent of monkeypox cases,
according to a global case study series from across 16
countries. However, the virus can be transmitted by
any close physical contact through large respiratory
droplets and potentially through clothing and other

surfaces, said researchers at Queen Mary University of London. In the study, the
team reported 528 infections diagnosed between April 27 and June 24, 2022, at 43
sites in 16 countries. The findings, published in the New England Journal of
Medicine (NEJM), showed 95 per cent of the persons presented with a rash (with
64 per cent having less than 10 lesions), 73 per cent had anogenital lesions, and 41
per cent had mucosal lesions (with 54 having a single genital lesion).

DOCTORS’ STRIKE IN GUJARAT

Approximately 40,000 doctors of
private hospitals in Gujarat
struck work Friday putting off
30,000 surgeries in protest
against a new directive to shift
all ICUs on the ground floor

ECissues certificate
of election to Murmu

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, July 22: The Poll
panel Friday issued the certificate
of election to NDA nominee
Droupadi Murmu who secured
victory in the presidential poll.

The certificate is issued after the
returning officer hands over the
result to the poll panel. The process,
which was initiated June 15 with the
publication of programme notifi-
cation in the
Gazette, cul-
minated
Friday with
the signing of
the
Certification
of the Election
of Droupadi
Murmuasthe :

15th President of the Republic of

| e India by Rajiv Kumar, Chief Election

-—-  Commissioner of India and Anup

Chandra Pandey, Election
Commissioner.

Thereafter, a signed copy of the
same was handed over to the Union
Home Secretary by Dharmendra
Sharma, Senior Deputy Election
Commissioner and Narendra N.
Butolia, Senior Principal Secretary
which will be read out at the time
of oath taking ceremony July 25.

The Commission puts on record its
sincere appreciation to the entire
team of the Returning
Officer/Assistant Returning Officers,
CEOs, ECI Observers, Delhi Police,
CISE, DGCA and BCAS for their ex-
cellent cooperation in the conduct of
the aforesaid election, said the state-
ment issued by EC Friday.

SC CLOSES PLEAS ON VIKAS -
DUBEY ENCOUNTER CASE

PTIPHOTO
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® It was a patient, a native of
Kannur in north Kerala, who
arrived in the southern state
July 13 and is undergoing
treatment at the Pariyaram
Medical College there

® India had last week reported a
second confirmed case of
monkeypox from Kerala’s
Kannur district

India had last week reported
a second confirmed case of
monkeypox from Kerala's
Kannur district.

It was a patient, a native of
Kannur in north Kerala, who ar-
rived in the southern state July
13 and is undergoing treatment
at the Pariyaram Medical
College there.

The first case of monkeypox, a
rare but potentially serious viral
illness, was reported from Kollam
district of south Kerala on July
14. The patient is currently un-
dergoing treatment at the
Government Medical College
Hospital, Thiruvananthapuram.

According to the World Health
Organisation, monkeypox is a viral
zoonosis (a virus transmitted to
humans from animals), with symp-
toms similar to those seen in the
past in smallpox patients, although
it is clinically less severe.

AGENCIES _ Dubey was killed in an

] _ encounter in the morning of
ggﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂh gy“g (fsiglﬁzslﬁ%rgergg ﬁ m '3€1_ July 10,2020 when a police
pleas seeking relief including re- y W { 5‘ veh|_<_: I? carrying him from
constitution of a commission to - o — Ujjain to Kanpur met
inquire into the encounter of gang- -~~~ with an accident and he
ster Vikas Dubey and others, and —} tried to escape from the

directed the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment to act upon the recom-
mendations of the panel.

A bench comprising Chief jus-
tice N V Ramana and Justices
Krishan Murari and Hima Kohli
also directed that the report of the
three-member inquiry panel headed
by Justice (retd) B S Chauhan of the
apex court be put in public domain
and uploaded on its website.

The Justice Chauhan panel, in
itsreport, had said there isno sus-
picion or doubt about the police
version of the Kkilling of gangster
Dubey and other members of his

spot in Bhauti area

gang in encounters after the
Bikru ambush in Kanpur in July,
2020 as nobody from the public or
the media came to contradict the
police claim and no evidence was
filed in rebuttal.

One of the petitioners, lawyer
Ghanshyam Upadhyay, had sought
re-constitution of the inquiry com-
mission to inquire into the en-
counter of the gangster and others.

On August 19, 2020, the top court
had dismissed a plea seeking scrap-
ping of the judicial commission.

1,134 Indians in Nepal jails

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, July 22: Therearea
total of 1,134 Indian prisoners, in-
cluding undertrials, in Nepal jails,
the Parliament was told Friday.

Minister of State of External
Affairs V. Muraleedharan told the
Lok Sabha in a written reply that
the government attaches the high-
est priority to the safety, security
and well-being of Indians in foreign
countries, including those in
the foreign jails.

“As soon as the information
about the detention/arrest of an
Indian national is received by
Embassy of India in Nepal, it im-
mediately gets in touch with the con-
cerned local authorities to get con-

African swine fever: Kerala to cull

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, July 22:
Hours after African swine fever
was reported from two farms in
Wayanad in Kerala, the district
authorities Friday initiated steps
to cull at least 300 pigs.

Kerala Minister for Animal
Husbandry J Chinchu Rani con-
firmed the infection in the state
and directed the pig farms to strictly
implement the biosecurity and
waste disposal mechanism as part
of the swine fever action plan.

African swine fever has been
reported from two farms in
Mananthavady region of Kerala's

m African swine fever has been
reported from two farms in
Mananthavady region of
Kerala's Wayanad district

B The disease was confirmed
among pigs of the two farms
after the samples were test- %
ed at the National Institute of | =
High Security Animal
Diseases in Bhopal

farms after the samples were tested
at the National Institute of High
Security Animal Diseases in Bhopal.

The state government today ex-
tended the ban on the inter-state sale
and transportation of pigs and
pork-related products. “The biose-

implement the swine fever action
plan as directed by the Union
Government. Strict care should be
maintained at all farms and con-
cerned veterinary doctors of the re-
gion should be informed in case of
any symptoms of unnatural deaths,”

been opened in Thiruvananthapuram.
Meanwhile, a senior Animal Husbandry
official from the district told PTT that
the infection was confirmed in two
farms of Wayanad district.

“As of now, there are no inti-
mations regarding the infection
anywhere else. At the first farm, 23
pigs are dead due to this disease.
Soon, 300 pigs of the second farm
will be culled,” the official said.

The culled pigs will be buried
deep in the ground as per health pro-
tocol, the official said. When the
issue was reported in the north-
eastern states, we had maintained
strict vigil and the government had
issued a ban on inter-state transport

sular access to the detained/ar-
rested Indian national to ascer-
tain the facts of the case, confirm
his Indian nationality, and ensure
his welfare. Apart from extending
them all possible consular assis-
tance, legal assistance to imprisoned
Indians is being provided by the
Embassy in deserving cases on a
means tested basis.”

“Cases are also raised with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Government of Nepal for taking up
the matter with concerned au-
thorities of Government of Nepal.
The issue of repatriation of Indian
nationals in Nepalese prisons is
regularly pursued by Embassy
with the local authorities con-
cerned,” he said.

300 pigs

Assam: 38 died of
Japanese Encephalitis

GUWAHATI: At E_
least 38 people
died of Japanese
Encephalitis in
Assam in the last
three weeks
while 238 were infected, prompting
the Health Department to undertake
various measures to deal with the
disease, officials said Friday.
According to the National Health
Mission (NHM), since July 1, at least
38 people have died and 238 people
have fallen ill after being infected by
the vector-borne disease in more

Eight policemen, including DSP
Devendra Mishra, were ambushed -
in Bikru village in Chaubeypur -
area of Kanpur when they were
going to arrest Dubey and fell to bul-
lets fired from rooftops shortly
after midnight July 3, 2020.

Dubey was killed in an encounter
in the morning of July 10, 2020
when a police vehicle carrying
him from Ujjain to Kanpur met
with an accident and he tried to es-
cape from the spot in Bhauti area,
the police had said.

28,663 INDIAN
APPLICANTS
WAITINGTO
ADOPT A CHILD

In 2021-22, as
many as 2,991
in-country
adoptions
were
recorded
while 414
~_inter-country
adoptions |
took place

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 22: As many as
28,663 Indian applicants are wait-
ing to adopt a child in the country,
the Women and Child Development
ministry said Friday, and noted that
number of adoptions are
not declining.

Responding to a question in Lok
Sabha, Women and Child
Development minister Smriti Irani
said 1,030 foreign applicants (in-
cluding Non-Resident Indians and
Overseas Citizen of India) are reg-
istered with the Central Adoption
Resource Authority for adoption.

Asked if the adoptions under
CARA are declining, she responded
saying “no”.

In 2021-22, as many as 2,991 in- -
country adoptions were recorded
while 414 inter-country adoptions ¢
took place, the minister said.

As many as 28,663 Indian appli-
cants are waiting to adopt a child
in the country, according to data—

car parked in the parking area Wayanad district. The disease was ~ curity and waste disposal mecha-  Rani said in a Facebook post. and sale of pigs and pork-related than 20 of the 35 districts. shared by Ms Irani in response
of the Laxmi Nagar police colony. | confirmed among pigs of thetwo  nism in all pig farms should strictly Theminister saidacontrolroomhas ~ products, the official said. to a question.
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Thisisa
‘ landmark,
historic

agreement which has Ae

been many years in

the making. ( )
Qualifications . 4
students receive will be recognised
on both sides, making it easier for
students to progress in education
and move into jobs

VIVIENNE STERN | CHIEF EXECUTIVE,
UNIVERSITIES UK INTERNATIONAL
machinery is

‘ used to steal

public mandate the . 3
reaction of the : ':ﬁ'
masses will lead k
Pakistan to a Sri

Lanka-like situation. | will not be able
to control people in such a scenario

If the state

IMRAN KHAN I FORMER PM, PAKISTAN

The German
‘ government

will take a
roughly 30% stake in
energy supplier
Uniper as part of a
rescue package
prompted by surging prices
for natural gas and reduced
Russian deliveries

OLAF SCHOLZ | CHANCELLOR, GERMANY

SHORT TAKES

B Rains break 20-yr
record in Lahore

Islamabad: Heavy rain lashed
Lahore for almost seven
hours, wreaking havoc and
disrupting civic services in
Pakistan’s second largest city.
It is said to have broken the
record of the last 20 years
with maximum rain of 238
mm, Dawn reported. The city
witnessed a spell of heavy
downpour Thursday along
with thunderstorms. The
weather turned pleasant but
the area remained humid.
Several areas did not have
power supply owing to faults
in transformers.

.......................................

B EU sues Britain
over N Ireland bill

Brussels: The European
Commission launched four
new legal procedures against
Britain Friday after the British
parliament’s lower house
cleared a bill to scrap some of
the rules governing post-
Brexit trading arrangements
for Northern Ireland. The
Commission, which oversees
EU-UK relations, said Britain’s
unwillingness to engage in
meaningful discussions on the
protocol governing those
trading arrangements and the
House of Commons’ passage
of the Northern Ireland
Protocol bill undermined a
spirit of cooperation.

.......................................

B SKorea to lift ban
on NKorea TV

Seoul: South Korea plans to
lift its decades-long ban on
public access to North Korean
television, newspapers and
other media as part of its
efforts to promote mutual
understanding between the
rivals, officials said Friday,
despite animosities over the
North’s recent missile tests.
Divided along the world’s
most heavily fortified border
since 1948, the two Koreas
prohibit their citizens from
visiting each other’s territory
and exchanging phone calls,
emails and letters, and they
block access to each other’s
websites and TV stations.

.......................................

l Deadly police raid
claims 18 in Brazil

Rio De Janeiro: At least 18
people died Thursday during a
major police raid in a dense
warren of Rio de Janeiro slums,
state military police said, in the
latest bloody confrontation in
Brazil's second-largest city.
Tactical teams from Rio de
Janeiro’s civil and military police
raided the Alemao complex
to take down an alleged
criminal organization. The group
was suspected of involvement
} in cargo theft and bank
robberies and was planning
incursions into rival slums.

happening

‘ ‘ Iran’s nuclear

programme
is galloping ahead and
the International
Atomic Energy Agency
has very limited

visibility on what is

RAFAEL GROSSI I CHIEF, IAEA

QUEEN ELIZABETH TO MISS CWG

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth is not
scheduled to attend the
Commonwealth Games (CWG) in
Birmingham this summer, with her
son and heir-to-the-throne Prince

Charles set to deliver a speech on her

Gunawardena new SL PM

Dinesh Gunawardena, a hard-core leftist leader whose family has a connection with India, became Sri Lanka’s Prime
minister by a quirk of fate at a time when the country is grappling with unprecedented economic and political turmoil

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Colombo, July 22: Sri Lanka’s
newly-elected President Ranil
Wickremesinghe Friday appointed
Dinesh Gunawardena, a loyalist
of the Rajapaksa family, as the
Prime Minister in a bid to restore
political stability and mitigate the
worst economic crisis that has vir-
tually bankrupted the country.

The formation of the new gov-
ernment by Wickremesinghe took
place hours after Sri Lankan troops
and police armed with assault ri-
fles and batons forcibly removed
anti-government protesters camped
outside the presidential office here
in a pre-dawn raid.

Social media posts showed offi-
cers dressed in riot gear pulling
down protest tents and arresting
several demonstrators. Banners
that were hung from top of the
secretariat have also been removed.

Sri Lanka has seen months of
mass unrest over an economic cri-
sis and many blame the former
government led by ousted presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa for mis-
handling the island nation’s
finances.

The forcible removal of pro-
testers, criticised by the Opposition
as well as by several Western en-
voys here, is seen as a signal that
President Wickremesinghe, 73, will
crack down on anti-government
demonstrators who forced the
ouster of his predecessor Rajapaksa.

Wickremesinghe, who was ap-
pointed acting President by
Rajapaksa was officially sworn in

Ukraine, Russia sign
deal to reopen ports
for grain export

REUTERS

Istanbul/Kyiy, July 22: Russia and
Ukraine signed a landmark deal
Friday to reopen Ukrainian Black
Sea ports for grain exports, raising
hopes that an international food cri-
sis aggravated by the Russian in-
vasion can be eased.

The accord crowned two months
of talks brokered by the United
Nations and Turkey aimed at what
UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres called a “package” that
would both restore Ukrainian grain
exports while easing Russian grain
and fertilizer shipments despite
tough Western sanctions on Moscow.

Guterres said the accord opens the
way to significant volumes of com-
mercial food exports from three key
Ukrainian ports - Odesa,
Chernomorsk and Yuzhny, and the UN
would set upa coordination centre to
monitor implementation of the deal.

“Today, there is a beacon on the
Black Sea. A beacon of hope..., pos-
sibility..and relief in a world that
needs it more than ever,” Guterres
told the gathering.

But fighting raged on unabated in
Ukraine’s east and, underlining
deep-seated enmity and mistrust
driving the worst conflict in Europe
since World War Two, Russian and
Ukrainian representatives declined
tositat the same table at the ceremony;
and the display of the two coun-
tries’ flags was adjusted so that they
were no longer next to one other.

“In case of provocations, (there
will be) an immediate military re-
sponse” by Ukraine, Kyiv presi-
dential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak
tweeted before the ceremony.

Apart from Prime
Minister

W|ckremesmghe takmg steps to form
an all-party government

Gunawardena, there -
are 17 other ministers
in the Cabinet

. Lankan forces raid anti-government protest
camp at President’s Secretariat; nine held

as the country’s President
Wednesday after he was elected
by Parliament July 20. The 18-mem-
ber Cabinet was sworn in on
President Wickremesinghe’s first
day in office.

Ali Sabry, who earlier headed
the finance ministry, was appointed
as the foreign minister. He has
been chosen to be the foreign min-
ister for his articulate skills and his
ability to deal with the interna-
tional partners, including the
International Monetary Fund, an-
alysts said.

Prime Minister Gunawardena,
73, has been given an additional
portfolio of Public Administration,
Home Affairs, Provincial Councils
and Local Government. The rest of
the ministers were retained with
their same portfolios while

President Wickremesinghe con-
tinues to hold the crucial min-
istries of finance and defence.

Wickremesinghe said he was
taking steps to form an all-party gov-
ernment to handle the island’s
worst-ever economic crisis.

Meanwhile, police have described
the the pre-dawn raid on the main
camp of the anti-government pro-
testers as a “special operation to take
[back] control of the presidential
secretariat”.

SriLankan security forces raided
the main anti-government protest
camp at the President’s Secretariat
early Friday, arresting nine peo-
ple and injuring several others, as
the protesters continued to occupy
the sensitive area despite the res-
ignation of Gotabaya Rajapaksa
as president.

Xi offers support to
Lanka’s new Prez

Beijing: Chinese President Xi
Jinping offered Sri Lanka’s new
president his support Friday,
state broadcaster CCTV
reported, as the Indian Ocean
island grapples with its worst
economic crisis in decades. In his
message, Xi said he believes Sri
Lanka will be able to move
towards economic and social
recovery and he is “ready to
provide support and assistance to
the best of my ability to President
Wickremesinghe and the people
of Sri Lanka in their efforts”, CCTV
reported. Sri Lanka owes at least
$5 billion to China although some
estimates put it at almost twice
that amount. India has also lent it
$3.8 billion and Japan is owed at
least $3.5 billion, according to the
International Monetary Fund,
with another $1 billion due to
other rich countries.

The new Sri Lankan govern-
ment has been criticised for using
force to remove the anti-govern-
ment protesters, with Ambassadors
and High Commissioners posted in
Colombo expressing worry over
the Friday morning raid.

Sri Lanka, a country of 22 mil-
lion people, is under the grip of
an unprecedented economic tur-
moil, the worst in seven decades,
leaving millions struggling to buy
food, medicine, fuel and other es-
sentials. Sri Lanka’s total foreign
debt stands at $51 billion.

NZ Covid deaths at record levels

The Omicron BA.5
sub-variant is
driving the current
wave in New Zealand,
which has 5.1 million
people

REUTERS

Wellington, July 22: New
Zealanders are dying from Covid-
19 at record rates as the country bat-
tles a new wave of the Omicron
strain that is particularly affecting
the older population.

Deaths from the virus reached
151 in the seven days to July 16,
compared with 115 in the worst
week of the previous wave, in

Heatwave bakes US:

WASHINGTON AND
PHILADELPHIA HAVE
BOTH DECLARED HEAT
EMERGENCIES, AND
WARNED THEIR
RESIDENTS TO
REMAIN VIGILANT

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

Washington, July 22: A relentless
US heatwave that has triggered
health alerts for more than 100 mil-
lion people is set to intensify this
weekend, with temperatures and

ENTRY

March accordlng to Health
Ministry data. In the latest 24 hours,
26 people died from Covid, all aged
over 60, the ministry said in a state-
ment Friday.

The Omicron BA.5 sub-variant
is driving the current wave in New
Zealand, which has 5.1 million peo-
ple. There have been 64,780 active
cases in the past seven days, al-
though authorities say many in-
fections are unreported.

humidity forecast to surge to suf-
focating highs in many parts of
the country.

The devastating heat -- which
has also hit Europe, causing hun-
dreds of deaths there -- highlights
the direct threat climate change
poses to even the wealthiest coun-
tries on the planet.

“So far this week, 60 daily high
temperature records have been
tied/broken as dangerous heat en-
veloped much of the Nation,” the
National Weather Service (NWS)
said in a tweet Thursday morning

“More records are likely to be set
over the next week,” it added.

Temperatures in large parts of
the southwest United States have

Once regarded as a model for
preventing Covid infection, New
Zealand’s swift response to the pan-
demic and its geographic isolation
kept it largely free from the virus
until the end of last year.

The government dropped its
zero-Covid policy this year once
the population was largely vacci-
nated. Since then the virus has
been allowed to spread.

Emergency departments, gen-
eral practices and medical centres
are under pressure, However, Health
Ministry data shows hospitalisation
levels remain below those seen
during the March peak.

The government is resisting
pressure from some doctors to re-
instate curbs on public gatherings
or mandate the wearing of masks
at schools.

soared to over 100 degrees
Fahrenheit (38 degrees Celsius),
topping 110 degrees in some areas.
Similar levels were recorded across
the US south, where humidity com-

behalf, Buckingham Palace said Friday
A

" PRIVILEGED UPBRINGING _
Sunak faces UK

media scrutiny

Records unearthed also
show that, from about
2009, Sunak and wife

Murty had been living in a
luxury beach-front
property in Santa Monica,
California, which
was listed for rent at
$19.500 a month

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, July 22: Rishi Sunak’s per-
sonal wealth as a perceived bar-
rier in his path to connecting with
the wider British electorate suf-
fering from post-pandemic eco-
nomic turmoil is in focus among
sections of the UK media Friday.

The 42-year-old former
Chancellor, who is now facing off
Foreign Secretary Liz Truss in the
last stretch of the cam-
paign to replace Boris
Johnson as
Conservative
Party leader
and British
Prime Minister;
has faced down
similar jibes re-
lated to a so-called
“privileged” up-
bringing and wife
Akshata Murty’s
family wealth associated with her
Infosys shares.

On Thursday, ‘Channel 4 News’
aired an investigation entitled ‘Rishi
Sunak: Inside the Tory Leadership
candidate’s fortune’, which ques-
tioned the Sunak camp’s references
tohis “humble” and “modest” back-
ground and has been picked up by
other publications Friday:.

pounded the discomfort.

“Stay hydrated, limit sun expo-
sure, and check on seniors, neigh-
bors & pets,” Washington Mayor
Muriel Bowser said on Twitter.

Even
if he wins over the
Conservative membership
to clinch the leadership and
become Prime Minister, winning
over the British public amid

unprecedented economic turmoil
may be a far tougher

challenge
CHANNEL 4 NEWS | UK

“I think financially it was quite
ahuge commitment for us because
the fees at Winchester [College]
are double what you would pay if
you went to the local school in
Southampton. So, it was quite a
large financial commitment,” the
report quoted Sunak’s father,
Yashvir, from a BBC interview
from 2000.

However, while the channel high-
lights the Sunak’s camp’s claims of
him being a scholarship student to
the prestigious private school, the
former finance minister himself
has declared that his time at
Winchester was the outcome of
his family’s hard work
and sacrifice.

The Channel 4 investigation

also dug out land registry infor- -

mation to reveal that the prime
ministerial hopeful started his
property portfolio at the age of 21
with an interest-free loan from his
parents to buy a GBP 210,000 one-
bedroom flat in central
London, which is

750,000. It
goes on to de-
tail  his
American
life, starting
with a job at
Goldman Sachs
and then as a partner at
an investment bank that was ul-
timately owned by a firm in
the Cayman Islands, an
offshore tax haven.

Channel 4 said that Sunak did
not deny that he received assets in
tax havens and any assets he had
were subject to US tax, which was
paid in full. “There’s no suggestion
Mr Sunak did anything illegal,” the
Channel 4 report goes on to say.

Over 100mn under alerts

Philadelphia’s Department of
Public Health warned in a state-
ment that “during hot weather,
NEVER leave children and pets un-
attended in vehicles under any cir-
cumstances.”

More heat to come

While the oppressive heat is ex-
pected to subside in the US south
and east next week, a high pressure
system over the Pacific northwest
is expected to push temperatures
10-15 degrees above normal levels.

Temperatures have also soared
in Europe, setting a new all-time
record in Britain, where the national
weather service clocked 104.5 de-
grees in eastern England, surpass-
ing the previous high set in 2019.

Beloved monarch butterflies now listed as endangered

In the past decade, tiger populations have increased in
Nepal, northern China and perhaps in India, while tigers
have disappeared entirely from Cambodia, Laos and
Vietnam. They remain designated as endangered

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, July 22: The
monarch butterfly fluttered a step
closer to extinction Thursday; as sci-
entists put the iconic orange-and-
black insect on the endangered
list because of its fast dwindling
numbers.

“It’s just a devastating decline,”
said Stuart Pimm, an ecologist at
Duke University who was not in-
volved in the new listing. “This is
one of the most recognizable but-
terflies in the world.”

The International Union for the
Conservation of Nature added the
migrating monarch butterfly for the
first time to its “red list” of threat-
ened species and categorized it as
“endangered” — two steps
from extinct.

The group estimates that the pop-
ulation of monarch butterflies in
North America has declined be-
tween 22% and 72% over 10 years, de-
pending on the measurement method.

“What we’re worried about is
the rate of decline,” said Nick
Haddad, a conservation biologist

at Michigan State University. “It’s

very easy to imagine how very
quickly this butterfly could be-
come even more imperiled.”
Haddad, who was not directly
involved in the listing, estimates that
the population of monarch but-
terflies he studies in the eastern

United States has declined between
85% and 95% since the 1990s.

In North America, millions of
monarch butterflies undertake the
longest migration of any insect
species known to science.

After wintering in the moun-
tains of central Mexico, the but-

terflies migrate to the north, breed-
ing multiple generations along the
way for thousands of miles. The off-
spring that reach southern Canada
then begin the trip back to Mexico
at the end of summer.

“It’s a true spectacle and incites
such awe,” said Anna Walker; a con-
servation biologist at New Mexico
BioPark Society, who was involved
in determining the new listing.

A smaller group spends winters
in coastal California, then dis-
perses in spring and summer across
several states west of the Rocky
Mountains. This population has
seen an even more precipitous de-
cline than the eastern monarchs,
although there was a small bounce
back last winter.

Emma Pelton of the nonprofit
Xerces Society, which monitors

The international union
also announced new
estimates for the
global population of
tigers, which
are 40% higher than
the most recent
estimates from 2015

the western butterflies, said the -

butterflies are imperiled by loss

of habitat and increased use of ¢

herbicides and pesticides for agri-
culture, as well as climate change.
“There are things people can do

P

to help,” she said, including plant-—

ing milkweed, a plant that the cater-
pillars depend upon.




\«,/

@ HERE. Now

OrissaPOST

SATURDAY | JULY 23 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR

business

cayJuotel L

The
‘ government is
committed to
reduce emissions
from the shipping
sector and all the
major ports will be
made fully self-sustainable on
electricity by 2030

SARBANANDA SONOWAL I UNION MINISTER
FOR PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
government

‘ does not have

plans to privatise
state-owned
Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam Ltd

DEVUSINH CHAUHAN |
MINSTER OF STATE FOR COMMUNICATIONS
Bank has a

‘ budgeted

allocation of 71,500
crore by the
government.
Typically that would -
be required by the bank for its
growth as well as to maintain the
required capital adequacy ratio

HARSHA BANGARI | MD, EXIM BANK

SHORT TAKES

B Twitter posts loss
of $270 million

London: Twitter reported a
quarterly loss Friday as
revenue slipped even as its
number of users climbed. The
social media company’s latest
quarterly earnings figures
offered a glimpse into how the
social media business has
performed during a months-
long negotiation with
billionaire and Tesla CEO Elon
Musk over whether he will
take over the company. The
company lost $270 million in
the April-June period after
revenue slipped 1 per cent to
$1.18 billion, reflecting
advertising industry
headwinds, as well as
“uncertainty” over Musk’s
acquisition bid.

The

For FY23, Exim

......................................

Reliance Jio Q1
profit rises 24%

New Delhi: India’s largest
telecom operator Reliance Jio
Infocomm Friday reported a
nearly 24 per cent year-on-
year rise in its standalone net
profit to 34,335 crore for the
June 2022 quarter. Billionaire
Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance
Jio clocked revenue from
operations of 21,873 crore in
the just-ended quarter, which
was 21.5 per cent higher than
the year-ago period, according
to a filing. Jio’s Q1 scorecard
comes at a time when the
telecom market is poised for
the advent of 5G services,
which will usher in ultra-high
speeds (about 10 times faster
than 4G) and bring new-age
services and business models.

......................................

M Tata bags order
for 1,500 e-buses

New Delhi: Tata Motors Friday
said it has bagged an order for
1,500 electric buses from Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC)
as part of a tender by
Convergence Energy Services
Ltd. The auto major will
supply, operate and maintain
air-conditioned, low-floor, 12-
metre fully-built electric buses
for 12 years, as per the
contract, it said in a
statement. The Mumbai-based
company has already supplied
more than 650 electric buses
across multiple cities in India,
which have cumulatively
clocked more than 39 million
kilometres.

......................................

Russia’s central
bank slashes rate

Moscow: The Russian central
bank slashed its key interest
rate Friday just a month after
dropping it to where it was
before sending troops into
Ukraine, saying inflation is still
easing partly as consumer
demand falls. The bank lowered
its key rate by 1.5 percentage
points, to 8 per cent. It said
inflation expectations have
“significantly decreased,”
reaching spring 2021 levels,
while a decline in business
activity was slower in June.

‘ b We can proudly
say that Airtel will

be at the forefront of

India with a powerful
network that will support

SUNIL MITTAL |
CHAIRMAN, BHARTI AIRTEL

Sensex rises for 6th day
to reclaim 56,000 mark

Markets ended on a bullish note for the sixth day in a row, as jubilant investors took heart
from this week’s signs that foreign funds have trickled back into Indian stock markets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 22: Equity bench-
mark Sensex stretched its winning
run to the sixth straight session
Friday to reclaim the 56,000-level due
to robust gains in banking and fi-
nancial stocks amid a largely pos-
itive trend in overseas markets.

The 30-share BSE benchmark
rose 390.28 points or 0.70 per cent
to settle at 56,072.23. During the
day; it advanced 504.1 points or 0.90
per cent to 56,186.05.

The broader NSE Nifty climbed
114.20 points or 0.69 per cent to
16,719.45.

Among the Sensex constituents,
UltraTech Cement, HDFC, HDFC
Bank, Axis Bank, ICICI Bank,
Titan Company, Kotak Mahindra
Bank and Hindustan Unilever were
the lead gainers.

Infosys, NTPC, Power Grid,
Wipro and IndusInd Bank were
the major laggards.

In the broader market, the BSE
smallcap gauge went higher by
0.21 per cent, while the midcap
index dipped by 0.17 per cent.

A total of 1,781 stocks advanced,
while 1,541 declined and 147 re-
mained unchanged.

Among the BSE sectoral indices,
bank jumped 1.49 per cent, followed
by finance (1.36 per cent), basic
materials (1.26 per cent) and re-
alty (0.37 per cent).

Power, teck, telecom and IT were
among the laggards.

“Equities witnessed strong rally
this week with benchmark indices
like BSE-30 and Nifty-50 index post-
ing returns of 4 per cent. The mar-

Global IT service firm
Yovant opens in (lty

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 22: Yovant, a
Global IT Services company that
provides consulting, technology
and digital transformation serv-
ices was inaugurated in
Bhubaneswar by Manoj Kumar
Mishra, Secretary, Electronics & IT,
Department of Science and
Technology as Chief Guest and
Manas Ranjan Panda, Director,
Software Technology Parks of India
as Guest of Honour.

Yovant has opened its 4th Centre
in the city after Columbia, (South
Carolina US), Pune & Bangalore.

Speaking on the occasion, Manoj
Kumar Mishra, Secretary,
Electronics & IT, Department of
Science and Technology said, “I
am glad to inaugurate Yovant in
Bhubaneswar which although is a
start up but has reached heights
in a very short span of time.
Comparing Yovant’s other 4 campus,
Bhubaneswar campus is the largest.”

The firm was unveiled in the
presence of Sam McGuckin, CEO
of Yovant; Prabir Kumar Panda,
COO of Yovant, Paul Manning,
CTO of Yovant; Anil Mallick, CFO
of Yovant and Jaideep Kumar,
Parvez Kumar, Rushikesh Zilpilwar,
Sahil Arora (co-founding members).

Increased foreign investment and solid quarterly results are
increasing domestic demand. Among broad-based buying,
banking stocks outshined due to healthy quarterly earnings

VINOD NAIR | HEAD OF RESEARCH. GEOJIT FINANCIAL SERVICES

The market breadth was in
favour of the bulls, with 18 of
the 30 Sensex stocks closing in
the green

The rupee slipped, 5 paise to
79.90 against the US dollar

International oil benchmark
Brent crude dipped 0.51 per cent
to $103.33 per barrel.

Foreign institutional investors
were net sellers Friday,
offloading shares worth

3675.45 crore

Ket rally was broad-based with pos-
itive returns seen in BSE Midcap,
BSE Smallcap and the majority of
sectoral indices. BSE Metal, BSE
IT and BSE Capital Goods indices

moved higher by more than 5 per
cent this week. Equity markets
seem to have received support from
the hope of peaking inflation amid
adecline in commodity prices and
the slowdown in FII selling. In fact,
FIIs have been buyers for some
days so far in July 2022...,” Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity Research
(Retail) at Kotak Securities, said.

In the near term, markets will be
tracking the upcoming Fed Reserve
meeting, currency movement and
quarterly results, he added.

In Asia, markets in Tokyo and
Hong Kong settled higher, while
Seoul and Shanghai ended lower.
Markets in Europe were trading in
the green during mid-session deals.
The US equity markets had ended
higher Thursday.

bringing 5G connectivity to

India’s digital-first economy

AKASA AIR TO TAKE
OFF FROM AUGUST 7

India’s newest budget carrier Akasa
Air, which is backed by billionaire
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, has opened
ticket sales for its first commercial
flights starting August 7, the airline
said in a statement Friday

Forex reserves
drop $7.541bn
t0 $572.712 bn

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 22: The country’s
foreign exchange reserves declined
by $7.541 billion to $572.712 billion
in the week ended July 15 as the
Reserve Bank continued to inter-
vene in the market to curb the fall
of the rupee.

In the previous week ended July
8, the reserves shrunk by $8.062
billion to $580.252 billion, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) data showed
Friday.

On Friday, the rupee fell by 5
paise to close at 79.90 against the
US dollar. It had touched an all-
time intra-day low of 80.06 against
the US dollar Thursday.

During the reporting week ended
July 15, the fall in the reserves was
on account of a decline in the
Foreign Currency Assets (FCAS),
amajor component of the overall
reserves, and also in the gold re-
serves, the central bank said. FCAs
fell by $6.527 billion to $511.562 bil-
lion in the reporting week, ac-
cording to the Weekly Statistical
Supplement released by RBI.

Expressed in dollar terms, FCAs
include the effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound and yen held
in the foreign exchange reserves.

Gold reserves decreased by $830
million to $38.356 billion in the re-
porting week. The Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs) with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) declined by
$155 million to $17.857 billion, RBI
said. The country’s reserve position
with the IMF decreased by $29 mil-
lion to $4.937 billion in the report-
ing week.

‘No tolerance for wild

swings in forex market’

RBI Governor said the central bank’s goal is and will
continue to be to ensure a soft landing for the economy

REUTERS

Mumbai, July 22: India’s central
bank has zero tolerance for volatile
and bumpy movements in the rupee
and will continue to engage with
the foreign exchange market to en-
sure the rupee finds its appropri-
atelevel, its chief Shaktikanta Das
said Friday.

The rupee has been hitting a se-
ries of record lows in recent weeks
and broke past the psychological 80
per dollar mark earlier this week,
prompting heavy dollar selling in-
tervention from the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI).

“We have no particular level of
rupee in mind but we would like to
ensure orderly evolution,” Das said
at a banking conference in Mumbai
organised by the Bank of Baroda.
“We have zero tolerance for high
volatility and bumpy movements.”

Das said the rupee’s movements
have been relatively smooth and or-
derly due to the RBI's actions in the
foreign exchange market. By en-
suring there are no sudden and

No plan to move deadline for I'TR filing

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 22: The govern-
ment is not considering extend-
ing the last date for filing income
tax returns as it expects most re-
turns to come in by the due date of
July 31, a top official said Friday.
Revenue Secretary Tarun Bajaj
said over 2.3 crore income returns
were filed by July 20 for fiscal 2021-
22 and the numbers are picking
up. Last fiscal (2020-21), about 5.89
crore ITRs (Income Tax Returns)

were filed by the extended due date
of December 31, 2021.

“eople thought the routine now
is that dates will be extended. So
they were a little slow in filling
the returns initially but now on a
daily basis, we are getting between
151akhs to 18 lakh returns. This will
slightly go up to 25 lakh to 30 lakh
returns,” he told PTI. Typically,
return filers wait till the last day
to file returns.

“Last time 9-10 per cent filed on
last day. Last time, we had over 50

=

lakh (filing returns on the last date)
This time, I have told my people to
beready for 1 crore (returns being
filed on the last day),” he said.
Through ITR, a person is sup-
posed to submit to the Income Tax

Department of India. It contains in-
formation about the person’s in-
come and the taxes to be paid on it
during the year.

The Income Tax Department
has prescribed 7 types of ITR forms,
whose applicability will depend
on the nature and amount of in-
come and the type of taxpayer.

The tax department’s new in-
come tax filing portal is now very ro-
bust to take the increased loads. “So
far, there is no thinking of extend-
ing the last date of filing,” he said.

Silk India exhibition beglns at The New Marrion

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 22: The ar-
tisans from all over the country of
the Orissa Art and Craft Samiti
have come to Bhubaneswar to ex-
hibit their ethnic weaves and tra-
ditional pure silk & cotton products
in order to cater the demand of
the festival season, “Silk India
Exhibition & Sale”. The committee
founded by a group of artisans,
designers, social activists, aca-
demics and environmentalists, at-
tempts to promote exquisite tra-
ditional skill and creations of the
weavers and encouraging them to
be contemporary and economi-
cally relevant. The exhibition was
inaugurated by the ollywood divas
Divyaa Mohanty & Bhoomika Dash.

Weavers from the various states

g
are part of thls year’s exh1b1t1on
which includes gorgeous Uppadas,
Banarasi silks, Gadwals,
Dharmavaram, Jamdanis,
Jamawars and Sambalpuris. From
saris, dress materials, items of
silk & cotton saree, suit dress ma-
terial, fashion jewellery, home fur-
nishing designer clothes from the
each region of the country. The ex-

h1b1t10n prov1ded shoppers with
akaleidoscope of India’s color, di-
versity and talent.

Artisans from 14 handloom weav-
ing States including Assam,
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Bihar, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jammu and
Kashmir, West Bengal and many
designers from metros working in

collaboration with the weavers are
displaying more than 50,000 variety
of their work here. The exhibition
cum sale will continue from July 22
to July 31 2022 from 10.30 am to 8:30
pmat the The New Marrion, Janpath,
Opp. Ram Mandir, Bhubaneswar.
The Organiser of Silk India —
Wedding Collection, Manas Acharya
said that the main social objective
of the handloom exhibition was to
promote weavers and encourage
and to provide a market to the hand-
loom industry. Through these ex-
hibitions, we have been able to cre-
ate good market for the weavers
and their handloom woven ware,
even in places where exhibitions
are not feasible. The exhibition mo-
tive is to get pure silk & cotton prod-
ucts directly from weavers to cos-
tumer without merchant, he added.

After all, this is
the very purpose
for which we had
accumulated reserves
when the capital
inflows were strong.
And, may | add, you
buy an umbrella to
use it when it rains!

SHAKTIKANTA DAS |
GOVERNOR, RBI

volatile shifts, the RBI was keeping
expectations anchored and the for-
eign exchange market function-
ing in a stable and liquid manner,
he added.

“We will continue to engage with
the forex market and ensure that
rupee finds its level in line with its
fundamentals”. He said the cen-
tral bank has been supplying dol-
lars since there is a genuine short-
age of dollars in the market.

Das also said the central bank has
built its foreign exchange reserves
for situations like these, noting
that India has a substantial amount
of foreign exchange reserves to
handle the current crisis and there
is no need to panic.

More broadly, the governor
said India’s economy remains

e

well placed and all high-fre- -

quency indicators have been
pointing towards a steady re-
vival. However, on inflation he
said that while it appears to have
peaked, the situation remains
volatile and the RBI was con-
stantly reviewing it.

Kuber, WazirX block
deposits via UPI
system, stir alarm

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 22: Big Indian
crypto exchanges CoinSwitch Kuber
and WazirX have disabled rupee de-
posits for the purchase of cryp-
tocurrency using a widely-used
state-backed transfer system,
spurring users to voice concern
on social media.

India has spent years on alaw to
ban or regulate cryptocurrencies,
with its central bank backing a
ban over their threat to financial
stability; but a recent decision to tax
income from them suggests ac-
ceptance by authorities.

The decision follows a one-line
statement last week by the National
Payments Corporation of India
saying, it was not aware of any
crypto exchange using its United
Payments Interface (UPI) frame-
work, which eases bank transfers.

CoinSwitch’s app was not allow-
ing users to load deposits, while
rival exchange WazirX said on
Twitter, “UPIisnot available,” adding
that it had no estimated time to fix
the issue with UPI deposits.

“You have closed the INR deposit
without any information. Atleastlet
us know how long it will be closed,”
aTwitter user, Avijit Debnath, asked
CoinSwitch. An industry source
with direct knowledge of the mat-
ter said the decision by CoinSwitch
tohalt UPI acceptance resulted from
“regulatory uncertainty” after the
NPCI statement.

Europe’s banks brace for bumpy ride after cheap money decade

The difficult economic
conditions have put
investors in a cautious
mood, which means
European banks, like their
US rivals, will earn less
money on deal making
and selling investment
products

REUTERS

Frankfurt, July 22: Europe’s
banks, facing a potential economic
storm and a rise in borrowing costs

for the first time in more than a
decade, are set to show their weak
spots when they update investors
on how their business has fared
this year.

They have already had to cope
with soaring inflation and rising
interest rates, a pincer movement
that squeezes borrowers, plus the
Ukraine conflict which has rattled
Europe’s economy, including by
constraining its energy supplies.

UBS, Deutsche Bank, Credit
Suisse, BNP Paribas and UniCredit
could set the tone for investors
when they report second-quarter
results next week.

On one hand, higher interest
rates are good for banks as they can

charge more for loans. But they
suffer if customers, struggling
with rising prices and borrowing

uro zone bhank stocks have
fallen more than 22% year-
to-date

European STOXX 600 index
of shares which is down
roughly 13%

CB raised interest rates by
a surprise 50 basis points
Thursday

During the pandemic, govts
spent billions to prop up
much of the economy

costs, cannot repay.
Within Europe, Germany’s banks
are at the centre of the storm be-

cause the country is particularly
dependent on Russian energy and
its economy will be hit hard by

any supply
short-

German
banks may still
have to set aside
more for resulting loan
losses. For Deutsche, the
biggest risk is a severe
recession

MICHAEL ROHR | ANALYST,
MOODY’S

ages.

Giles Edwards, an analyst with
the ratings agency S&P, said any
fears about European banks this

year will hinge on how borrow-
ers’ keep up loan repayments.

Although he did not expect a
big immediate rise in bad loans, he
said he was watching for “early
warning indicators, signs that
there’s pressure, a sort of slow
squeeze essentially starting to sort
of pop a few buttons here and
there”.

-

~

Euro zone banks tightened access -

to credit in the second quarter and
will continue to be cautious, a sur-
vey by the European Central Bank
showed.

C

And Germany’s cooperative
banks said they expect a “consid-——

erable decline” in profit this year
as they brace for credit losses.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Eugene, July 22: Olympic cham-
pion Neeraj Chopra qualified for his
maiden World Championships final
with a stunning first attempt throw
of 88.39m as India cherished a his-
toric day at the event with two of
their javelin throwers making it to
the medal round, here Thursday.
The final comes off Sunday.

The 24-year-old Indian super-
star, hot favourite for a medal,
opened the Group A qualification
round by sending his spear to
88.39m for his third career-best
throw. Chopra finished second best
overall behind defending cham-

SHORT TAKES
Lingard quits Man U

Nottingham: Nottingham Forest
pulled off their biggest signing
since clinching a return to the
Premier League by bringing in
Jesse Lingard on a free transfer.
The England midfielder was
available after ending his 22-year
association with Manchester
United during the off season.
Lingard’s move to Forest was
announced late Thursday. He is
the 11th signing made by the
promoted club as they prepare
for a first season in the Premier
League since 1999. The value of
Lingard’s deal was not disclosed.
The 29-year-old Lingard spent the
second half of the 2020-21 season
on loan at West Ham, scoring
nine goals in 16 starts.

Indian campaign ends

TAIPEL The Indian campaign
ended at the Taipei Open
badminton tournament after
Parupalli Kashyap and Tanisha
Crasto lost in the quarterfinals of
the singles and doubles
competitions respectively, here
Friday. Third seed Kashyap’s run
ended with a 12-21, 21-12, 17-21
loss to Soong Joo Ven of Malaysia
in a 55-minute match. Tanisha
also had a disappointing day.
Tanisha and Ishaan Bhatnagar,
seeded sixth, lost 19-21, 12-21 to
Malaysia’s Hoo Pang and Toh Ee
Wei in mixed doubles. Then she
and Shruti Mishra lost to Hong
Kong’s Ng Tsz Yau and Tsang Hiu
Yan 16-21, 22-20, 18-21 in the
women’s doubles.

Nagal recalled

NEW DELHI: Sumit Nagal made a
comeback to the Indian Davis Cup
team for the away World Group |
tie against Norway while doubles
specialist Divij Sharan was
dropped after falling behind in
the pecking order. Expectedly,
India’s No.1 singles player
Ramkumar Ramanathan (ranked
196), Prajnesh Gunneswaran
(295), Sasikumar Mukund (431),
Yuki Bhambri (571) and doubles
exponent Rohan Bopanna (21)
have been named in the team as
the Nandan Bal-led selection
committee picked four specialist
singles players. The tie will be
played September 16 and 17.
Nagal, who underwent a hip
surgery in November 2021, began
competing on the circuit from
April this year. AGENCIES

SPORTS

pion Anderson Peters of Grenada,
who topped Group B with his open-
ing round effort of 89.91m.

“It was a good start. I'll give my
100 per cent in the final, but then
every day is different. I'll just give
my best. We don’t know who can
throw far on any given day;” Chopra
said after his qualification. “There
are so many throwers in good shape
now. Five-six throwers have thrown
personal bests this year. They are
all in excellent shape,” added the
Olympic gold medallist.

Chopra’s qualification round
lasted a few minutes as he did not
need to take the remaining two
throws after breaching the auto-

matic qualification mark in his first
attempt. A competitor gets three
throws in the qualification round.
Another Indian in the fray, Rohit
Yadav also made it to the finals
after finishing sixth in Group B
qualification round and 11th over-
all with his first round throw of
80.42m. His second throw was a foul
and he managed a modest 77.32m in
hislast attempt. Yadav’s best throw
of the season has been 82.54m.
Chopra, who has a personal best
of 89.94m, had competed in the
2017 London World Championships
with the hope of at least making it
to the finals but managed only
82.26m to fall short of the auto-

Hold elections or face
ban: I0C warns IOA

AGENCIES

Mumbai, July 22: The Indian
Olympic Association (IOA) faces an-
other ban over governance-related
issues if it fails to hold elections in
the ‘coming weeks’, the
International Olympic Committee
(I0C) has said. The IOA elections
were due last December but have
been held up by a court case seek-
ing to change its constitution in
line with rules stipulated
by the national sports code.
A source informed
Friday that a letter has

consider protective measures, ‘in-
cluding a suspension or ban’.

A suspension would cut off I0OC
funding, block Indian officials from
attending Olympic meetings and
leave the country’s athletes unable
to compete under the India flag at
the Olympics. More importantly,
this city will not be able to host
the 2023 I0OC session. If the IOC
session happens it will be the first

tlme that it will be conducted in
India since 1983. The IOA did
not immediately respond
to requests for comment
with most officials refus-

been sent to the IOA’s ex- - ing to make observations
ecutive council by the IOC. Thell:guglple as the case is sub-judice.
In the letter it has been edi The IOA was previously
said that the ‘10C and _Proceedings ... ed at the end of 2012
Olympic Council of Asia aggunst th_e 10A after elections saw a cor-
were following develop- 1S Cr€ating 501 tainted official
ments with great concerry. UNNECESSArY  yote] in as secretary-gen-
“Ttis very unfortunateto complications. cr-a] mdia returned to the
note that multiple legal These should Qlympic fold two years
proceedingshavebeenini- ~ be solved  1later during the 2014 Sochi
tiated, which have only withoutdelay Winter Games after voting
caused delays and created in a new set of officials.
unnecessary complications loC It is not only the IOA
so far,” the letter said. It which is under the scanner:
urged the IOA to resolve the situ-  India’s hosting rights of the men’s
ation and confirm the electiondate ~ hockey World Cup in January is also

‘without any further delay’.

The letter further stated that if
the IOA failed to organise the elec-
tions in the coming weeks, the IOC
would have no other option but to

under cloud with the FIH decid-
ing to send a delegation to assess
the current situation in the wake
of Narinder Batra’s resignation
as the body’s head.

Olympic champion hardly breaks Aftel‘

a sweat as he qualifies for the
medal round at Athletics Worlds

matic qualification mark of 83m.
He had also missed the 2019 World
Championships in Doha as he was
recovering from an elbow surgery.
Tokyo Olympics silver medal-
list Jakub Vadlejch of Czech
Republic also qualified for the finals
with a first round throw of 85.23m.
He was the second automatic qual-
ifier from Group A, along with
Chopra, and fourth overall.
Chopra has beaten Peters twice
this season while the 24-year-old
Grenadian prevailed over the Indian
once -- at the Diamond League
Meeting in Stockholm on June 30—
in their three meetings this season
before this World Championships.

A FIRST FOR PAUL

Eugene: Eldhose Paul became
the first Indian to qualify for the
men’s triple jump final at the
World Athletics Championships
2022 with an effort of 16.68
metres here Thursday. Paul,
who has a personal best of
16.99m, finished 12th overall to
squeeze through for the 12-man
final. However, the other two
Indians in the fray - P Chithravel
and Abdulla Aboobacker -
missed the cut. Tokyo 2020
champion Pedro Pichardo
topped the qualifying with a
17.16-metre attempt.

players, BCCI

now grades umpires

Decision taken to improve the standard of
umpiring in domestic tournaments

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 22: ICC Elite
Panel member Nitin Menon is
among 10 officials grouped in the
newly introduced A+’ category of
BCCIumpires. The others in the A+
category include four international
umpires - Anil Chaudhary,
Madangopal Jayaraman, Virender
Kumar Sharma and KN
Ananthapadmabhanan. The others
in the A+ segment are Rohan
Pandit, Nikhil Patwardhan,
Sadashiv Iyer, Ulhas Gandhe and
Navdeep Singh Sidhu.

Twenty umpires including C
Shamshuddin form the A Group,
60 are in Group B, 46 in Group C and
11 in Group D which falls in the 60-
65 age bracket.

The complete list was tabled at
the Apex Council meeting
Thursday following the work
done by former international
umpires K Hariharan, Sudhir
Asnani and Amiesh Saheba, and
members of BCCI umpires’
sub-committee.

Umpires in A+’ and A’ category
are paid Rs 40,000 a day for a first-
class game while Rs 30,000 a day are
paid in the ‘B’ and ‘C’ category.

Though the list was presented as
‘gradation of umpires’, a BCCI of-
ficial clarified to this agency that
the board has created groups. “It

BOARD BOTHERED BY
SPONSORSHIP WOES

New Delhi: Indian cricket team’s
jersey sponsor ‘Byju’s’ allegedly
owes Rs 86.21 crore as dues to
the BCCI while title sponsor
Paytm has requested the board
to transfer its rights to a third
party. It was only in April that
the Edtech company and the
BCCI had agreed on the
extension of their partnership
until the end of the 2023 ODI
World Cup in India at a 10 per
cent increment. However, a
‘Byju’s’ spokesperson asserted
that there is no pending dues to
the BCCI. “Contract signing is
yet to happen, once that is done
all payments will be made,” the
official said.

is not grading. There are groups
with A+’ being the new category.
A+ and A, one can say form the
cream of Indian umpires. Umpires
in ‘B’ and ‘C’ category are also
good,” the official said.

“When it comes to assigning
duties across domestic events start-
ing at the top with Ranji Trophy,
preference will be given group
wise. The grouping has been done
after reviewing the performances
of the 2021-2022 season,” the offi-
cial added.

Nitin Menon is the only Indian umpire in ICC’s Elite Panel

India falter after good start

DHAWAN, GILL, IYER GET HALF CENTURIES, BUT REST DISAPPOINT

AGENCIES

Port of Spain, July 22: Shubman
Gill made a classy 64 (53b, 6x4, 2x6)
in his ODI comeback while skipper
Shikhar Dhawan (97, 10x4, 3x6)
missed out on a hundred by three
runs before the West Indies re-
stricted India to 308 for seven in the
series opener here Friday. When
these two along with Shreyas Iyer
(54, 57b, 5x4, 2x6) were batting a
total of 350-plus was definitely on
the cards here Friday after the vis-
itors were put in by West Indies skip-
per Nicholas Pooran.

However, the hosts came back
strongly in the last 10 overs and
India could manage only 60 runs
while losing three wickets to finish
well below the 350-run mark.

The opening duo of Gill and
Dhawan shared a 119-run stand
off 106 balls before the former was
run out in the 18th over against
the run of play. Gill, one of the
most watchable batters when in
full flow, was very comfortable
against the fast bowlers.

Gill hooked Alzarri Joseph for
a six before he delighted the crowd
with a perfectly placed punch off
the back-foot for a boundary. He
was equally attractive playing the
cover drives when the ball was
pitched up. It took a brilliant direct
hit from Pooran to dismiss Gill. It
was Gill’s maiden ODI half cen-

WELL DONE MATE: Shikhar Dhawan (right) pumpsfists with Shubman Gill

after their century stand during the Indian innings

tury in what was his fourth game.

Dhawan, who only plays one for-
mat and had a lean run in England,
paced his innings well with Gill
going strong at the other end. His
go-to-shot was the slog sweep off left-
arm spinner Gudakesh Motie. The
other left-arm spinner; Akeal Hosein
impressed by getting the ball to
turn sharply at times.

Dhawan’s dismissal for the sev-
enth time in the 90s led to a middle-
order collapse with the visitors re-
duced to 252 for five from 213 for

INDIA OPEN THEIR CRICKET CAMPAIGN AGAINST NEMESIS AUSTRALIA

WOMEN IN BLUE EYE GOLD AT CWG

AGENCIES

Bangalore, July 22: Nemesis
Australia await India in their
Commonwealth Games (CWG)
opener but senior batter Smriti
Mandhana is in no mood to lose
sleep over that and make their ri-
vals ‘feel good about it”. Days before
women’s cricket makes its debut at
the multi-sport event, Mandhana
refused to call the five-time T20
World Champions a ‘big’ team.

The Harmanpreet Kaur-led side
will open their campaign July 29
against Australia, and Mandhana
said they have their plans in place
for each opposition.

“We have played Australia in the
openers in quite alot of tournaments.

InaT20 event, any team can beat the
other. I wouldn’t term Australia asa
big team and make them feel good
about that. Definitely in our heads,
Australia, Pakistan and Barbados
matches are important. We will look
to win all of them,” Mandhana said.

For the record, India lost to
Australia in their last T20 World Cup
game earlier this year. India, though,
will enter the Birmingham CWG
after winning the T20I and ODI series
in Sri Lanka recently. “Our prepa-
rations have been really good and I
hope it will lead us to the medal. We
just don’t want to stand on the podium,
we want to win the gold. We have
seen many times on TV when the
Indian flag goes high and we hear the
National Anthem, we know the kind

of feeling it evokes. Now we

e
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/ N

want to experlence it per ‘J"ﬂ-ﬁ* % /5,7{/
sonally,” - //// /z"’/// 7 Definitely we are
serted /7// aiming to win
Mandhana. . i, W gold and we
“Definitely o won’t be
we are aiming m - satisfied with
for the gold. I don’'t = @ just a podium
think we will just finish. We
look for a podium N want to hear
finish and feel sat- | = \ the National
isfied about it, we | AL _.#= Anthem
want more than that” :

SMRITI MANDHANA

added the opener.

/i L\
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one. His dismissal also slowed the
run rate.

Sanju Samson (12) squandered
a good opportunity to make an im-
pact while Suryakumar Yadav (13)
fell to a loose shot. Deepak Hooda
(27) and Axar Patel (21) took India
past 300 with a 42-run stand for
the sixth wicket.
BRIEF SCORES: India 308 for 7
(Shikhar Dhawan 97, Shubman
Gill 64, Shreyas Iyer 54, Gudakesh
Motie 2/54, Alzarri Joseph 2/61).
Match to continue.

Visa woes haunt
eves cricket team

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 22: Six mem-
bers of the Indian women'’s cricket ~
contingent are yet to get visa, less
than 48 hours before their depar-
ture for the Commonwealth Games
(CWG) in Birmingham. Women’s
cricket is making its debut at the
CWG. The Indian squad is cur-
rently training in Bangalore and

is scheduled to leave Sunday for
Birmingham. The BCCl is in touch
with the Indian Olympic
Association (I0OA) on the issue.

“Few of the visas came in today
(Friday) but there are still six left for
processing including three players
and three support staff,” an IOA
source said. “The remaining should
come by tomorrow (Saturday). We
have very little over control over the
process anyway. There is summer
rush and UK visas are taking time,”
the official added.

The kits have not reached
Bangalore as well but the IOA of
ficial assured that it will be deliv-
ered by Saturday. The BCCI had
announced a 15-member squad for
the CWG, beginning July 28. India
open their campaign against
mighty Australia, July 29. An eight-
member support staff was also
named with three reserve players.

However, it is not the players
and support staff who are facing
visa problems. India’s Chef de
Mission Rajesh Bhandari finally got
his visa Friday after a long wait.

Hamilton wants to make
300th race memorable

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Paris, July 22: Lewis Hamilton en-
ters his 300th Formula One (F1)
race at the French Grand Prix this
weekend in the uncustomary po-
sition of chasing a first win this sea-
son. The seven-time World
Champion has a record 103 F1 wins
and pole positions.

However, Hamilton is without a
win 12 races into this season. And
Hamilton after three successive
podium finishes in the last three
races is hoping to turn the tide
and make his 300th on the racing
track memorable.

“It’s been really positive to have
some consistency come back in.
We’re constantly adding perform-

( > Of all the rivals, |
would say Fernando
’ Alonso was the
toughest. We had some
good battles, | wish we

could have some more

LEWIS HAMILTON

ance, we're constantly progress-
ing and there’s a lot to come,” =
Hamilton said Friday here. “In the
lastrace (in Austria) we were only ¢
a few tenths (of a second) off the
lead guys in qualifying,” he added.
Hamilton selected his first F1
win in 2007, his first title in 2008,—
and winning on his home track at
Silverstone as standout memories.

1 Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159
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