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SHORT TAKES

Retail inflation falls
to 6.77% in October

New Delhi: Retail inflation dropped to
6.77 per cent in October from 7.41 per

cent in the preceding month, mainly
due to easing prices in the food
basket, though it remained above
Reserve Bank’s comfort level for the

10th month in a row, according to the

government data released Monday.
The Consumer Price Index (CPI)
based retail inflation has remained
above the 6 per cent target since

January this year. Another set of data

released earlier in the day revealed

that the wholesale price index (WPI)-

based inflation dipped to a 19-month
low of 8.39 per cent in October on
easing prices of food, fuel and

manufactured items. P11

Mamata apologises for

minister’s slur on Prez

Kolkata: Condemning ministerial
colleague Akhil Giri’s controversial
remarks on President Droupadi
Murmu, West Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee Monday apologised

for his comment on behalf of the
TMC. Banerijee said she has immense
respect for the President, and her
party has cautioned Giri against
making such derogatory remarks in
the future. “We respect the President
of India. She is a highly-respected

}Iady. We condemn the statement

~ made by minister of state Akhil Giri;
what he said is wrong. The party has
already condemned the statement
and has also cautioned Akhil Giri,”

she said at a press conference. P7
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If we look from the point of view of
molesters, rapists, rioters &
murderers, achhe din are truly here
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Actor Richa Chadha is all set to foray into global
cinema and has signed a proje
helmed by a British director
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BIDEN, XI MEET

Biden, Xi hold first in-person meeting in Bali with
both underscoring the need to prevent

INTERNATIONAL | (P10

[ al

s

Bz

SHARATH TO RECEIVE
KHEL RATNA, DEEP
GRACE BAGS ARJUNA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 14: Table tennis
legend Achanta Sharath Kamal
will receive the Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award, India’s high-
est sporting honour, as the lone
recipient this year from President
Droupadi Murmu November 30 at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan here.
Odisha hockey star Deep Grace
Ekka is among the 25 sportspersons
to receive Arjuna Awards.
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Arjuna Award winners: Seema
Punia (Athletics), Eldhose Paul
(Athletics), Avinash Mukund Sable
(Athletics), Lakshya Sen
(Badminton), HS Prannoy
(Badminton), Amit (Boxing), Nikhat
Zareen (Boxing), Bhakti Pradip
Kulkarni (Chess), R Praggnanandhaa
(Chess), Deep Grace Ekka (Hockey),
Shushila Devi (Judo), Sakshi Kumari
(Kabaddji), Nayan Moni Saikia (Lawn
Bowl), Sagar Kailas Ovhalkar
(Mallakhamb), Elavenil Valarivan
(Shooting), Omprakash Mitharval
(Shooting), Sreeja Akula (TT), Vikas
Thakur (Weightlifting), Anshu
(Wrestling), Sarita (Wrestling), Parveen
(Wushu), Manasi Girish-chandra
Joshi (Para Badminton), Tarun
Dhillon (Para Badminton), Swapnil
Sanjay Patil (Para Swimming), Jerlin
Anika J (Deaf Badminton).

SNOWY SUMMIT: Tourists visit snow covered Nathatop after a fresh spell of snowfall, about 120 kms from Jammu, Monday
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FRITZ BEAT NADAL

Taylor Fritz opens his ATP Finals campaign in style
as the American stuns 22-time Grand Slam
winner Rafael Nadal

*kkk

12 PAGES |%5.00

PADAMPUR BYPOLL

BJD fields Barsha

BJP candidate Pradip Purohit returns from RO
office without filing nomination

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 14: Putting all
speculations to rest, the ruling
BJD Monday fielded Barsha Singh
Bariha, daughter of late MLA
Bijaya Ranjan Singh Bariha, as its
candidate for the bypoll to the
Padampur Assembly constituency
in Bargarh district.

“Barsha Singh Bariha,
wife of Smruti Sourav
Baliarsingh, is the Biju
Janata Dal candidate
for by-election to 01-
Padampur Assembly con- \
stituency,” BJD President ¥
and Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik said in an order.

Sources said that BJD has picked
up Barsha to get sympathy votes and
also to woo the women voters of the
constituency as Opposition BJP and
Congress have nominated ex-MLAs
and male candidates for the election.

Besides, Barsha is a fresh and
young face and also a law graduate.
So, people may like her candidature,
they said. The interesting thing is that
Barsha is the daughter-in-law of BJP
leader Ramakanta Baliarsingh.

Forced religious conversion
danger to nat’l security: SC

‘lerming it as a “very serious” issue, the top court says there
is freedom of religion, but no freedom on forced conversion

PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 14: Forced reli-
gious conversion may pose a dan-
ger to national security and im-
pinge on religious freedom of
citizens, the Supreme Court said
Monday, and asked the Centre to
step in and make sincere efforts to
tackle the very serious issue.

The court warned a very dif-
ficult situation will emerge if
proselytisation through decep-
tion, allurement and intimida-
tion is not stopped.

The issue with respect to the
alleged conversion of religion, if
it is found to be correct and true,
is a very serious issue which
may ultimately affect the security
of the nation as well as the free-
dom of religion and conscience
of the citizens.

Therefore, it is better that the
Union government may make their
stand clear and file counter on
what steps can be taken by Union
and/or others to curb such forced
conversion maybe by force, al-
lurement or fraudulent means, a
bench of Justices MR Shah and
Hima Kohli said.

The court asked Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta to enumerate meas-
ures to curb the practice.

“This is a very serious matter.
Sincere efforts are to be made by

the Centre to stop forced conver-
sions. Otherwise very difficult sit-
uation will come. Tell us what ac-
tion do you propose....You have to
step in,” the bench observed.
Mehta submitted before the top
court that the issue was debated
even in the Constituent Assembly.
There were two Acts. One was
by the Odisha government and
other one by Madhya Pradesh
dealing with regulation of any
forcible conversion by deceit,
falsehood or fraud, money. These

CHIT FUND SCAM

Odisha, CBI, ED asked to
file response in 2 weeks

he Supreme Court Monday
asked Odisha government,
CBI and Enforcement Directorate
tofile their responses on a petition
seeking probe in the multi-crore
chit fund scam by November 25.
A two-judge bench of Justices
MR Shah and Hima Kohli ap-
pointed advocate Gaurav Agrawal
asamicus curiae in the case. The

issues came be- bench posted the
fore this court —_— matter for hear-
for considera- ing December 1.
tion and the top Advocate
court upheld Prashant
the validity, Bhushan, coun-
Mehta said. sel for petitioner
The solicitor Pinak Pani
general said Mohanty, sub-
forced religious mitted in the
conversions are court that the an-
rampant in tecedents of the
tribal areas. petitioner are
Many a time very dubious
the victims are and requested

not aware they are the subject
matter of criminal offence and
would say they are being helped,
Mehta said.

The top court observed there
may be freedom of religion but
there cannot be freedom of reli-
gion by forced conversion.

the apex court to appoint an am-
icus curiae in the case.
“Antecedents of petitioner are
very dubious. I didn’t know about
it when I took the case. I found it
later. Please appoint an amicus
curiae in the matter as the case in

very important. The petitioner
may use this case as a weapon to
blackmail,” Bhushan submitted in
the court.

Additional solicitor general
Aishwarya Bhati submitted that
the Union government want to
place a status report.

On being asked about CBI’s sta-
tus report, ASG Bhati submitted
that some aspects of the case are
being investigated by CBI while
some aspects by ED and sought
time to file report.

Significantly, the petition filed
by Pinak Pani Mohanty stated
that the chit fund scam that has hit
the states of West Bengal, Tripura,
Assam and Odisha involves col-
lection of nearly 10,000 crore
from the general public especially
the weaker sections of the society:

The petition further states that
more than 25 lakh claims have
so far been received by the
Commissions of Enquiries set
up in the states of Odisha and
West Bengal which is indicative
of the magnitude of scam in
terms of number of citizens that
have been defrauded by the ponzi
companies. Continued on P4

World population to hit ‘eight billion’ milestone today

In an editorial penned ahead of the momentus day, UN chief Guterres warns that as our human family grows larger, it is also growing more divided

AGENCIES

San Francisco, Nov 14: Today,
November 15, is predicted to be the
day that the global population hits
eight billion, a milestone in human
development. The United Nation’s
World Population Prospects 2022 re-
portalso says that India is on course
to surpass China as the world’s most

populous country in 2023.

This unprecedented growth is

due to the gradual increase in
human lifespan owing to im-
provements in public health, nu-
trition, personal hygiene and med-
icine. It is also the result of high and
persistent levels of fertility in some

countries. Currently, the global
population is growing at its slow-
est rate since 1950, having fallen
under 1 per cent in 2020.

The UN further says that while
it took the global population 12
years to grow from 7 to 8 billion,
it will take approximately 15
years—until 2037— for it toreach
9 billion, a sign that the overall
growth rate of the global popula-
tion is slowing. The population is
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It is a reminder of our shared

responsibility to care for our planet and
a moment to reflect on where we still
fall short of our commitments to one another

ANTONIO GUTERRES | UN SECRETARY GENERAL

predicted to peak at around 10.4 bil-
lion in the 2080s and to remain
there until 2100. “It is a reminder
of our shared responsibility to
care for our planet and a moment
to reflect on where we still fall
short of our commitments to one
another,” said UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres.

A majority of the projected pop-
ulation growth up to 2050 will take
place in eight countries: the
Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Nigeria,
Pakistan, the Philippines, and
Tanzania, according to the report.

“The relationship between pop-
ulation growth and sustainable

development is complex and mul-
tidimensional,” said Liu Zhenmin,
UN Under-Secretary-General for
Economic and Social Affairs.

“Rapid population growth makes
eradicating poverty, combating
hunger and malnutrition, and in-
creasing the coverage of health
and education systems more dif-
ficult,” he added. Global life ex-
pectancy at birth reached 72.8
years in 2019, an improvement of
almost 9 years since 1990, said the
report. By 2050, it is projected that
global life expectancy will be 77.2
years. However, in 2021, the least-
developed countries lagged behind
the global average by 7 years.

VOTING HOURS REDUCED

he Election Commission of India (ECI)

has reduced the voting time for the
Padampur bypoll scheduled to be held
December 5. The voting will start at 7am
and conclude at 4pm. Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO), Odisha, Sushil Kumar
Lohani informed this to representatives of
all political parties during an all-party
meeting held here Monday. More than 2.5

lakh electorate will exercise their fran-

chise in the bypoll.

Thanking the BJD supremo,
Barsha said, “I will emphasise
on women empowerment. I have
learnt a lot from my father and will
try to implement the same.”
Meanwhile, BJP candidate and ex-MLA
Pradip Purohit, who went to the re-
turning officer’s office to file his nom-
ination papers Monday, has returned
without submitting his papers. While
moving to the Padampur Sub-Collector’s
office, Purohit took part in a mega
rally with Union Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, Bargarh MP Suresh Pujari,
Leader of Opposition Jayanarayan
Mishra, Kalahandi MP Basant Panda
and his supporters.

Man murders live-in
partner, chops her

body into 35 pieces,
dumps across Delhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Mumbai, Nov 14: A
28-year-old man allegedly stran-
gled his live-in partner and sawed
her body into 35 pieces which he
kept in a 300-litre fridge for almost
three weeks at his residence in
South Delhi’s Mehrauli before
dumping them across the city over
several days, police said Monday.

In a harrowing tale of betrayal
and subterfuge, the accused, a
trained chef, evaded detection for
six months, continued to live in
the house they shared and was
only arrested early Saturday after
details of the killing and its grisly
aftermath came to light during his
interrogation.

Accused Aaftab Amin Poonawala
told the police during the investi-
gation that he killed Shraddha
Walkar after a quarrel over marriage
and the idea of chopping her body
into pieces was inspired by ‘Dexter”’,
an American crime TV series.

He not only bought the fridge
to preserve the body parts but also
stocked incense sticks and room
fresheners to suppress the foul
smell emanating from the corpse.

Stepping out past midnight with
body parts packed in poly bags,
the accused meticulously planned
which ones to dispose of first de-
pending upon which part starts
decomposing at the earliest, the
police said.

According to police officials, 13
body parts were found after the
accused pinpointed the areas where
he had thrown them, but only after
their forensic examination, it can
be confirmed if they belong to the
victim. They are yet to find the
murder weapon.

For the next few weeks after the
murder, Poonawala allegedly in-
teracted with the woman'’s friends
using her social media accounts so
as to not arouse any suspicion.
Walkar was not talking to her fam-
ily as they had objected to their
relationship.

Moving on with his life as if
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nothing happened, the accusedlf

continued tolive in the same place
where they had shifted in May.
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H ARIES
With your substantial ¥
inter-personal abilities, T

you will accomplish a
great deal today, says Ganesha. Your
power of expression will impress many
people. Financial rewards are on the
cards, but be cautious about minor
accidents and illnesses.

B TAURUS

Things will tend to get very
difficult and complicated,
says Ganesha Be prepared
for sethacks and challenges today. No
matter how big the issue, your compe-
tence, your resourcefulness will see you
through. Try to remain focused and alert.
Be cautious and circumspect. Act coolly
and sensibly.

v

.......................................

H GEMINI

There is a possibility of con-
flicts brewing at your home
today. The demands made
by your family members will increase
and you may struggle to cope to meet
them. This could make you ill-tempered.
You will encounter large expenses in
meeting these demands.

.......................................

B CANCER

A wondrous beginning of
the day! A unique vibrations |
in romantic life. Ties with
life partner will be cordial. Blissful
moments of married life are indicated.
Peace and happiness prevail in the family.
The whole day will be blooming and
jovial, says Ganesha.

.......................................

BLEO

Alot of people will sing
your praises, however you
will not be satisfied with
whatever is occuring. The answers to
some questions that have been both-
ering you will remain elusive. You may
become emotional owing to feelings
of personal loss.

H VIRGO
Today finds you ambitious a‘
and meticulous. Actions ¥,y

will not speak - they'll roar!

Your planning and scruples will set the
pace at work. Expect pats on the back
from your bosses and a round of cheers
from your peers.

H LIBRA r’
Ganesha says you shall pay
more attention to your fami- ‘k ‘k

ly and family issues. You will

want to renovate and change the interior
of your house or go in for purchasing new
gadgets and décor for the home. You will
spend time today with your family mem-
bers. Ganesha says his best wishes are
with you always.

l SCORPIO

It's time to influence people

and win their hearts

whether it's your crush, love

or your boss. You may be eager to
express your feelings for them. At work,
you are likely to work actively and kick
start the projects in the pipeline.
Ganesha, advises your to keep your eyes
and ears open.

M SAGITTARIUS

Time to open up that can of
confetti at the workplace
today. Success never -
smelled sweeter. But you may bleed on
the purchase front, says Ganesha, as in
your revelry, you may just unknowingly
end up shelling an extra buck or two on
ordinary items.

Il CAPRICORN

The hassle and bustle
around you will not disturb
you today. You've been
holding your emotions in your heart and
they have started suffocating you. Such
an uncomfortable situation may hamper

Kajol reveals her
biggest nightmare

MUMBALI: Indian actress
Kajol, whose trailer for next
film ‘Salaam Venky’ looks
like an emotional ride says,
“It’s the biggest nightmare
of any parent to imagine her
children in this state. One
can’t even imagine it for their
enemy. And that’s exactly why
T'had said no to do this film.
I heard the script because
Revathy was making it but I
was sure that I'll say no."
She also shared her expe-
rience of working with
Revathy. "I've worked with so
many directors in my career
and at some point, every di-

MUMBAI: Actor Richa
Chadha who is all set to foray
into global cinema has signed
a project that will be helmed
by aBritish director. Chadha,
who is currently juggling the
shoot of filmmaker SLB’s web
series, Heera Mandi, and her
maiden production, Girls
Will Be Girls, will play
the lead in the Indo-
British production.
The shoot is sched-
uled to begin in
January in
London. “I'm ex-
cited to partner
with creative
brains from the
UK, who want to
tell different sto- §
riesand look atthe
immigrant experi-
ence from a new lens.
T'vereadthescriptand |
decided to go ahead
with it.

-~

rector shouts on the set. It's
not their fault but there's

just so much pressure on
them and so much is hap-
pening that their frus-
tration comes out. A
director either ends
up shouting on the
actors or the crew.
But all through the
shoot of ‘Salaam
Venky’, from 9 am
to 9pm, I've never
heard Revathy
ma’amtalk inaloud
voice. Her expression
has never changed from

‘shaant™. AGENCIES

HARRY DOES GENDER REVEAL FOR
PREGNANT FAN AT HIS CONCERT

Singer Harry Styles lent a pregnant fan a helping
hand to do a gender reveal at his concert. The
28-year-old pop megastar was headlining a gig
at the Kia Forum in LA and revealed to the
17,000-seat arena that mother-to-be Sidney will
soon be giving birth to a baby girl.

The story is interesting and I
really liked my character,”
says the Candy actor. The 35-
year-old adds, “I have wanted
to work outside of India, but
Inever pursued it actively till
the opportunity presented it-
self and I could not say
no. I'm happy to
work in all lan-
guages and
industries,
not just in
the West,
but in
India as

i well.”

AGENCIES

‘WAKANDA FOREVER’ MINTS $330 MN
GLOBALLY ON OPENING WEEKEND

Marvel’s ‘Black Panther: Wakanda Forever’ lorded over
the box office this weekend, earning $180 million in North
America providing a much-needed lift to beleaguered
cinemas. With an opening weekend as rock-solid as this
one, ‘Wakanda Forever’ is not very far from the 10th
position in the Hollywood Top 10 grossers list for 2022.

Richa to star in
Indo-British film

MUMBALI: Indian actor Ranveer
Singh, who was honoured at the
2022 Marrakech International Film
Festival, where he represented
Indian cinema on global platform,
is elated to receive so much love
and recognition in Morocco. Ranveer
shared pictures on receiving the
Etoile d’or Award and captioned it:
“Cinema is a unifying force! I feel
immensely honoured that my work
has transcended cultural and geo-
graphical boundaries, and has
earned me such love and recogni-
tion in beautiful Morocco. I'm over-

whelmed with gratitude
“Thank you to the Marrakech
International Film Festival for be-
stowing me with the prestigious Etoile
d’or Award! Proud to be an ambas-
sador for my culture and represent
Indian Cinema on the world stage!
@marrakechfilmfestival”.
Marrakech has alonghistory of cel-
ebrating Indian cinema. The festi-
val previously honored Amitabh
Bachchan, Shah Rukh Khan and
Aamir Khan and in 2012, it ran a spe-
cial sidebar to mark 100 years of
Indian cinema.
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Janhvi names her
‘dream directors’

MUMBAL: Actress Janhvi Kapoor starrer ‘Mili’
finally hit the big screens on November 4. - :
While the reviews are still pouring in, Al N
final box office numbers are awaited. N

Directed by Mathukutty Xavier, the
survival-thriller also stars Sunny
Kaushal and Manoj Pahwa.

The film seems to be a special one
for the actress as it marks her first
collaboration with her producer
dad Boney Kapoor. While promoting
her special survival drama, Janhvi
shared the name of her dream di-
rectors she really wants to work
with in future. When asked the
name of dream director she re-
ally wants to work with, Janhvi
said, “Karan [Johar] espe-
cially because — and I don’t
know if I'm allowed to say
this—but just the energy I'm
getting from ‘Rocky Aur Rani
KiPrem Kahani’, I think it’s going
to be like people are going to be
shook. It’s going to be the most
fun thing ever. And Sanjay [Leela
Bhansali] sir of course. I've
been stalking him like a
maniac and Neeraj
Ghaywan”.

AGENCIES
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I HAE To
TALK TO TRUFFLES,
AND EXPLAIN
EVERYTHING
TO HER..

I NEVER
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SHE HAS TO KNOW IHY
HER AGAIN...
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SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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Resume work or lose licence, lawyers told Oppn readies Archana ammo

The apex court puts all
the bar associations
concerned and their

office bearers on notice

and says that
non-compliance of the
court’s order will invite
contempt of court
proceedings

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Nov 14: Expressing an-
guish over frequent agitations by
several district bar associations
in Odisha, the Supreme Court
Monday warned the protesting ad-
vocates to withdraw the strike by
Wednesday else their licences may
be suspended.

The Supreme Court noted that
access to justice is the very foun-
dation of thelegal system and the
legal fraternity is instrumental in
people’s access to justice at large.
“When the very instruments abstain
from court proceedings, the casu-
alty is the access to justice to com-
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mon people. The conduct of many
associations and lawyers (in Odisha)
has been far from satisfactory. We
will not countenance this,” the
apex court said.

A two-judge bench of Justices
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and Abhay S
Okarefused the request of Central
Action Committee of All Bar
Associations of Western Odisha
to put the suspension order of of-
fice bearers of five bar associa-
tions in abeyance and grant it time
to respond on the issue. The bench
said that even if it has to suspended
100-300 advocates, it will do so. “We
won’t tolerate this. We will take
away your source of income if you
continue the strike. The litigants

5T Secy visits Sikhar Chandi

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 14: In defer-
ence to Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik’s instructions, Secretary
to Chief Minister (5T) VK Pandian,
visited Sikhar Chandi temple near
/ Patia here and reviewed develop-
ment of the shrine and peripheral
renovation works including ameni-
ties for tourists and pilgrims and
beautification of the Sikhar Chandi
hill region.

The overall plan being executed
by Bhubaneswar Development
Authority (BDA) will enhance the
recreational facilities and amuse-
ment for the visitors. Pandian in-
structed the officials to make in-
frastructure, adventure sports,
tracking and viewpoint develop-
ment in the hill. He also instructed
the officials to plan for commu-
nity infrastructure development
at foothills plain area of IDCO.

The 5T Secretary later visited the
sites of town planning scheme un-
dertaken by BDA near Gothapatna
and reviewed updated status of
the project along with the devel-
opment of the Ring Road under
Town Planning Scheme. Out of the
total 45 schemes planned, BDA has

SC notice to all High Courts on
ram Nyayalayas’

temple, reviews devt works

The overall plan being executed by
Bhubaneswar Development
Authority (BDA) will enhance the
recreational facilities and
amusement for the visitors

The 5T Secretary instructed the
officials to make infrastructure,
adventure sports, tracking and
viewpoint development in the hill

completed four such schemes along
with the Ring Road. Pandian in-
structed the officials to make speedy
progress on road, water, electricity
and other related development
works. He also instructed the BDA
officials to make the project suc-
cessful with the help of feedback
from land owners.

Also present during the visit
were Sanjay Kumar Singh,
Principal Secretary, Rural
Development department, R Vineel
Krishna, IAS, Commissioner-cum-
Secretary, Sports & Youth Services
department and Special Secretary
CMO, Balwant Singh, Vice-
Chairman, BDA, Vijay Amruta
Kulange, Commissioner, BMC, K
Sudarshan Chakravarthy, Khurda
Collector and other senior officers
of various departments.

Gram Nyayalayas in India (Village Courts)

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Nov 14: The Supreme Court
Monday sought replies from all High
Courts including Orissa on a plea for
Centre and all states to take steps to set
up ‘Gram Nyayalayas’ under the su-

pervision of the apex court.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, repre-
senting the petitioner, NGO National
Federation of Societies for Fast Justice
and others, submitted before a bench
headed by Justice SA Nazeer that despite
a direction from the top court in 2020,

taken any action.

He added that these
‘Gram Nyayalayas’
should be such that peo-
ple may be able to articu-
late their grievances without
requiring a lawyer.

the doorstep.
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\ establishment of ‘Gram

In 2008, the Parliament passed
an Act for setting up of ‘Gram
Nyayalayas’ at the grassroots level for
providing access to justice to citizens at

The bench, also comprising Justice V

are suffering because of these ag-
itations. This is completely unac-
ceptable,” Justice Kaul said.

The apex court put all concerned
bar associations and their office
bearers on notice and held that
non-compliance of the court’s order
will invite contempt of court pro-
ceedings. “We expect full working
by all bar associations by day after
tomorrow, failing which, the Bar
Council of India (BCI) is expected
to take action for suspension and
cancellation of the licences of
lawyers,” the court said.

During the hearing, the bench
was apprised about an order passed
by the BCI Sunday suspending the
presidents, vice presidents, secre-

taries and members of executive
committees of five bar associa-
tions in the state for encouraging
the abstention of work. The BCI sus-
pended the office bearers of
Sambalpur District Bar Association,
Baramba Bar Association in
Cuttack district, Tangi Bar
Association in Khurda district,
Talcher Bar Association and
Pallahara Bar Association in Angul.

The bench said that while it ap-
preciates the steps taken by the
chairman of BCI in pursuance of
the duties he has, further action
would be required by the BCI if
they do not fall in line. The Bar
Council of Odisha chairman and
advocate general Ashok Parija in-
formed that 20 associations have
been agitating.

Significantly, the apex court
order came on an application filed
by the Registrar General of Orissa
HC through advocate Sibo Sankar
Mishra stating that members of
the bar associations of several dis-
tricts have abstained regular court
proceedings for seeking estab-
lishment of permanent bench of
Orissa HC in western Odisha and
for several other reasons.

KISS OPENS CAMPUS IN DHAKA

Bhubaneswar: The first overseas campus of Kalinga Institute of Social
Sciences (KISS, Bhubaneswar) has recently been inaugurated in Dhaka,
Bangladesh. The new campus, known as Daffodil Institute of Social
Sciences (DISS), was inaugurated by the founder of KIIT-KISS University
and Lok Sabha MP Achyuta Samanta Sunday. The residential campus has
been modelled after KISS and has been set up with technical support. It will
be a constituent of the Daffodil International University (DIU), the largest
university in Bangladesh. The idea of setting up a campus for the tribal
students in Bangladesh took shape during the visit of the founder of DIU
Mohammad Sabur Khan to the KISS campus. Samanta has a long-standing
association with DIU. He was elated by Khan’s proposal to set up a ‘replica’
of KISS in Bangladesh and committed his support to the new campus.
Inspired by the KISS campus, Khan expressed his keen desire to set up a
residential school for poor children in Bangladesh.

Publish ASO merit
list with marks: HC

AGENCEIS

to corner

PNN/AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 14: Congress
Legislature Party (CLP) leader
Narasingha Mishra Monday said
the party would raise the Archana
Nag blackmailing case in the Winter
Session of the state Assembly and
sought a reply from Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on the arrest of
an accused by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) while Odisha
Police failed to nab him.

The ED is reported to have in-
formed the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) on black money of hav-
ing traced financial transactions
amounting to %20 crore in the
woman blackmailer case, Mishra
told reporters.

He said that the ED also arrested
an accused allegedly let off by
Odisha police.

“It proves that Odisha Police is
shielding those involved in the
racket. Someone who was spared
by the police has now been ar-
rested by the ED immediately
after it began a probe in the case,”
Mishra said.

The CLP leader was apparently
referring to the arrest of
Khageswar Patra, a business part-
ner of Archana and her husband
Jagabandhu Chand. The ED must
not have arrested the accused
without having sufficient evi-
dence, he said.

“Therefore, I demand a reply
from the Chief Minister as to how
the state police spared people in-
volved in the racket,” Mishra said
alleging that many ruling party
leaders were linked to the woman
who allegedly blackmailed rich
and influential persons.

Referring to the chit fund case,
the CLP leader said that most of
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govt in Assembly

| Making a veiled

remark on
Khageswar Patra’s arrest,
Congress leader
Narasingha Mishra said
Odisha Police was
shielding those involved
in the racket

JP demanded a CBI

probe into the incident
by stating that Odisha
Police was not competent
to probe into the case
where ruling party leaders
4 | Were involved

ED seizes incriminating papers, digital proof

New Delhi: The Enforcement Directorate (ED) Monday said it has seized
‘incriminating documents, digital evidence and mobile phones during
recent searches carried out in connection with Archana Nag money-
laundering and alleged ‘sextortion’ case. The action was undertaken
against prime accused Nag, her husband Jagabandhu Chand, his
alleged aide Khageshwar Patra and Sharadhanjali Behera, an associate
of Nag, November 10. A total of seven premises in the state were
searched, the ED said in a statement. Meanwhile, ED sleuths Sunday
grilled the lady blackmailer’s father, Surendra Nag, at its office in
Nayapalli here. The sleuths tried to ascertain the details as to how
Surendra managed to construct the three-storey building on a
government property at Kesinga in Kalahandi. The sleuths also asked
him as to how much money he received from Archana during the last
five years, details of the persons having links with Archana and when

she came in contact with Jagabndhu.

those involved in the woman black-
mailer case are also involved in
the chit fund case. While BJD is the
ruling party in Odisha, BJP is in
power at the Centre and both are
like two sides of the same coin.

“Who will catch the culprit?
However, there is a silver lining. The
SIT on black money took cogni-
sance of the case and directed the
Income Tax department to inves-
tigate,” he said.

Meanwhile, BJP chief whip

in Odisha Assembly, Mohan
Majhi said his party would in-
tensify Archana Nag issue in
Assembly.

Majhi said the BJP activists
across the state have agitated de-
manding action against those in-
volved in the case.

The party demands a CBI probe -
into the incident as the Odisha
Police was not competent to probe
into the case where ruling party
leaders were involved, he said.

Cuttack, Nov 14: The Orissa High Court Monday
directed the Odisha Public Service Commission
(OPSC) to publish the final merit list of the selected
candidates along with the marks they have se-
cured and the cut-off marks for the Assistant

Section Officer (ASO) posts.

The written examination for the ASO posts was
conducted by OPSC August 27 this year and the re-
sults were published November 7.

Refusing to entertain a batch of writ petitions
in this connection, a bench of Justice AK Mohapatra
directed the commission to publish the results of
the recruitment examinations as per the govern-

ment recruitment policy of 2016.

At least 20 unsuccessful aspirants alleging ir-
regularities in evaluations had approached the
High Court seeking judicial intervention.

The OPSC had come out with a corrigendum in
February this year announcing that the merit list
of ASO aspirants will contain only the roll num-
bers of selected candidates along with their caste

and gender.

Marks secured by the selected candidates will

not be reflected in the merit list.

Counsels of the petitioners argued their cases
pointing out several anomalies in the corrigendum
which was not per the recruitment policy of 2016.
They also mentioned that transparency was not
maintained in the entire process of selection and
meritorious students did not find their names in
the provisional list published November 7.

Despite a

many states have yet not ,“f apex court in 2020, many

direction from the with notifications
for establishing
‘Gram
| states have not yet taken | Nyayalayas’ to
‘ doso. It had also

any actionon

Nyayalayas’

ments.

Ramasubramanian, said the high courts
should be made parties to the case as they
are the supervisory authority. After
hearing arguments, the bench issued
notice to the Registrar General of all high
courts and made them parties to the
case, and scheduled the matter for fur-
ther hearing December 5.
In 2020, the top court had
directed the state gov-
ernments, which are
yet to come out

asked the high
courts to expe-
dite the process

of consultation
with state govern-

The plea contended that sec-
tions in the Act provide that the state gov-
ernment in consultation with the high
court will appoint a ‘Nyayadhikari’ for
each ‘Gram Nyayalaya’.
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BJD-BJP slugfest over delay
In crop insurance payment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 14: Ahead of
the December 5 by-election in
drought-prone Padmapur assembly
constituency in Odisha's Bargarh
district, a slugfest has erupted be-
tween the ruling BJD and the op-
position BJP over the delay in pay-
ment of crop insurance money to
farmers.

Growers have not received crop
insurance dues even after four
months of the harvest of Kharif
crops, a legislator of the ruling
party claimed.

However, BJP state general sec-
retary Priothivraj Harichandan
blamed the Odisha government
for the distress of the cultivators,
saying they were being inconve-
nienced as the state government did
not meet the requisite formalities
for timely payment of crop insur-
ance claims.

“The delay in the payment of

Padampur bypoll...

Purohit along with the senior BJP leaders
met agitating farmers on the premises

. of the office of returning officer,

7~ Padampur while going to file the nomi-
nation this afternoon. The farmers
requested the BJP leaders not to file
nominations until their demands for
release of claims under Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), input sub-
sidy and others have been met. On the
request of the farmers, the BJP leaders
have decided to go back without filing
the papers. “In support of the demand of
farmers’ association, we have not filed
nomination today. We have discussed
with the farmers that if somebody else
files the nomination, we will also file the
papers,” Mishra said. The farmers have
requested all the political parties not to
take part in the by-election until their
demands are fulfilled. On the other hand,
the ruling BJD has already backed the

7/~ demand for the district status to

Padampur sub-division. A local outfit
named as Padampur Proposed District
Central Action Committee staged a
demonstration Monday outside the
office of sub-collector to press for their
demand. Finance Minister Niranjan
Pujari and Bhatli MLA Sushant Singh met
the agitating locals and held a discus-
sion on their demands. Sunday, the BJD
announced that they are backing the
demand for formation of a separate dis-
trict. However, the agitating leaders
demand that the Chief Minister should
make an announcement on formation of
Padampur district. It seems that the
Padampur by-election will be fought on
local issues so the two major political
parties BJD and BJP have stood with two
important local demands to woo the vot-
ers.However, the Congress seems to
have remained behind in the race.
Congress party has nominated ex-MLA
Satya Bhusan Sahu for the by-election
scheduled for December 5.

SC asks Odisha...

The petition also stated that CBI has
not filed final report regarding investi-
gation qua 44 companies as directed by
the apex court in 2014. The petitioner
pleaded the court to constitute a single
commission/standing committee under
a sitting Judge of High Court/Supreme
Court to secure the seized hard cash
money and property of investors by CBI,
ED, State of Finance of Odisha, CB of
Odisha, OPID special Court, SEBI, others
State and Central Agency and pay off
the money to the investors in appropri-
ate manner. The petitioner also prayed
SC to direct the CBl and ED to submit
final report qua investigation of 44 com-
panies and also sought direction to the
CBI to investigate four Sahara Group
Credit Cooperative Societies namely -
Sahara Credit Cooperative Societies
Ltd, Humara India Credit Cooperative
Society Ltd, Sahariyan emultipurpose
Cooperative Society Ltd and Star
Multipurpose Cooperative Societies Ltd.

The delay in the payment
of crop insurance claims
will impact farmers’
livelihood across the state,
particularly in Bargarh
DEBESH ACHARYA | BJD MLA

crop insurance claims will impact
farmers'livelihood across the state,
particularly in Bargarh,” BJD MLA
Debesh Acharya said.

The BJD MLA from Bargarh
pointed out that though Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik had taken
up the issue with the Centre sev-
eral times in the past, it yielded no
result. Lakhs of farmers from west-
ern Odisha districts are suffering due
to delays in the settlement of their
crop insurance claims, he claimed.

Since the insurance is named
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY), is it not the Centre's re-
sponsibility to ensure that the af-

fected farmers get their claim at the
proper time? Acharya asked.

The PMFBY, launched in 2016,
aims to provide financial aid to
growers in case of crop loss or
damage. The risks covered in the
scheme include damage to the
standing crop due to non-prevent-
able risks like drought and flood,
along with post-harvest losses.

Odisha's Cooperation minister
Atanu S Nayak recently met Union
Agriculture minister Narendra
Singh Tomar in New Delhi and
drew his attention to the miseries
of farmers who were unable to go
for the next crop due to non-payment
of the insurance amount.

The minister alleged that in-
stead of coming to the rescue of
farmers, the opposition BJP is try-
ing to blame it on the state's BJD
government,

Meanwhile, BJP state general
secretary Priothivraj Harichandan
said, “The farmers could not avail
the benefit of crop insurance as the
state government did not meet the
formalities required for timely
payment of crop insurance.

Pointing out that the Centre
has already issued an amended
guideline for the smooth payment
of crop insurance, Harichandan
said as per the provision, the state-
level technical advisory commit-
tee should resolve the issues be-
tween the farmers and insurance
companies.

SURAVI BEGINS: School and Mass Education minister Samir Ranjan Dash inaugurating state level children’s festival 'Suravi 2022’ at Government Boys
High School, Unit-IX in Bhubaneswar, Monday
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Engineer in Vlg net over DA charges

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 14: The offi-
cials of state vigilance Monday
carried out simultaneous searches
at different locations related to a sen-
ior engineer of Rural Water Supply
and Sanitation (RWSS), Udala Sub-
division in Mayurbhanj over the al-
legations of amassing dispropor-
tionate assets. The accused officer,
Rabinarayan Panda, who hails
from Kendrapara, works as the
Assistant Executive Engineer at
the RWS&S office in Udala.

The anti corruption officials con-
ducted the raids at eight different
placers in Bhubaneswar,

Kendrapada and Udala,Mayurbhanj
on the strength of search warrants
issued by the Special Judge,
Vigilance, Bhubaneswar here
Monday. The teams involved in
the raids were led by one Additional
SP, eight Deputy SPs, five Inspectors,

Clty celebrates Children’s Day with fervour

2 BJEM School |

BJEM School

To commemorate the 133rd birth-
day of Jawaharlal Nehru, the
National Children’s Day was cele-
brated in BJEM School,
Bhubaneswar with lots of joy and
enthusiasm.

The celebration started with a
rich floral tribute to the portrait
of Nehru, the first Prime Minister
of India to acknowledge his great
contributions to the nation. The
day was a fun-filled one for stu-
dents as various activities and
events were organized and per-
formed by the students.

‘Fete’ was the centre of all at-
traction as the students from Class
VIII to XII assembled in the school
premises to enjoy eating various
eatables and delicacies at the food
stalls and playing endless fun games
at the games corners made by the
students. Gracing the occasion as
the chief guest, Raghunath Mishra,
Chairman, wished all the students
abright future and advised them to
follow the great ideals of Nehru to
rediscover their potentials. Sandhya
Jena, Principal, highlighted Nehru's
biographical accounts and en-
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couraged the children to honour
the teacher-student rapport for
achievements in every walk of life.

Loyola School

Loyola School Bhubaneswar cel-
ebrated the Children’s Day, birthday
of Pandit Nehru, with fun, fervour
and enthusiasm Monday. The teach-
ers and staff expressed their love
for the students through a beauti-
fully curated programme.

The programme started with the
lighting of the lamp by Fr. Rector
Augustine Ezhakunnel SJ, Principal
Fr.Victor Misquith SJ, Sr. Esther
Toppo, Vice Principal (Junior sec-
tion), Nandita Pattanayak, Vice

FESTIVAL ‘ANJALI’ KICKS OFF

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov14:
Swabhiman, a nonprofit cross dis-
ability organization, advocating
for and serving persons with dis-
abilities in Odisha, India and South
Asia is organising a four-day fes-
tival titled Anjali, Monday. The
first-of-its-kind festival aims at joy-
ful learning and broadening and en-
riching the lives of children.

The organization is kicking off a
campaign in India to celebrate
November as “National Child
Awareness Month - Say yes toall chil-
dren.” Celebration of 20 years jour-
ney in inclusion and joyful learning
will be held for 30 days across the
world that include seven countries
namely US, Canada, Bhutan, South
Africa, Kenya, Nigeria and
Bangladesh. On this occasion, the

mascot, Johnny will also be un-
veiled globally. The celebrations
will continue till November 18.

During this occasion, awareness
will also be raised on the chal-
lenges faced by the children and tal-
ent of children with disabilities.
Anjali’s purpose in to inspire and
lead community-wide collabora-
tions for inclusion and access.

ANJALI that started with 77
children in Bhubaneswar grew
bold and vast, touching lives of
children in all 30 districts of Odisha,
27 states/UTs of India and 15 coun-
tries of the World.

ANJALI is India’s first and only
international children and youth
festival which aims to bridge gaps for
making the society more inclusive and
restore fun-filled childhood by show-
casing the potential of children with
disabilities to mainstream society.

[

Principal (Senior section) and Fr.
George Thana SJ.

There were three mesmerising
and scintillating dance perform-
ances by the teachers to the rhythm
of latest Bollywood numbers. The
students, cheering for their teach-
ers as they performed, were an
overwhelming sight. The support
staff too showed their love for the
children with an Adivasi Jethwari
dance performance.

SAl International School

SAI International school stu-
dents celebrated children day with
21 orphan children of Asha Kiran
Orphanage. On this occasion, a spe-

cial programme was organised by
the school in which special gifts
were given to the children.

Sai International School princi-
pal Nilakantha Panigrahi said to the
children that they are the future
of the nation and they must be self
dependent in life and that can be
achieved with proper education.

CCWD

Centre for Child and Women
Development (CCWD), a child rights
organisation working across the
state, in collaboration with ActionAid
Association, organised a day-long ac-
tivity on the occasion of Children’s
Day here at the Rotary Club.

Attending as the chief guest
noted novelist Sarat Kumar Nayak
said that everyone should respect
the rights of the children and we
need to create an environment that’s
children friendly to ensure their
wellbeing.

Several child club leaders at-
tended as guests. Children from
different slum pocket enthralled
the audience with song and dance
performances.

actonaid
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one Sub-inspector, 11 Assistant SIs
and other staff.

The sleuths have been carrying
out searches at the three-storied
building at Kharvel Complex, in
Aiginia area under Khandagiri
police limits, two BHK Flat in the

fourth floor at the “Tower Blue Hill’
Apartment in Patrapara area, M/s
SPS construction and consultancy
at Khandagiri shopping plaza,
Triveni Autotech Private Limited
at Nayapalli here, his native house
at Danpur and relative's house at
Kansara in Kendrapara, at the of-
fice chamber and official residence
at Udala,in Mayurbhanj.

The sleuths have reportedly re-
covered 3251akh in cash from the
house of the father-in-law of
Panda’s son, Soumit Panda at
Nayapalli here. Soumit and his
wife, Sagarika Swain often stay at
his father-in-law’s house, told
Vigilance official.

SOA inks MoU with Comviva
for mutual collaboration
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 14: Siksha ‘0’
Anusandhan (SOA) Deemed to be
University here on Monday signed
aMemorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Comviva Technologies
Limited, among global leaders in
digital solutions, for mutual
collaboration.

PK Nanda, pro-vice chancellor,
SOA and Vaishnavi Shukla, head-
HR of Comviva Technologies
Limited, signed the MoU.

The objective of the collaboration
would be to drive core technical
competencies in digital payments,
real time marketing and analyt-
ics and digital solutions for richer
customer experience, Nanda said.

Nanda said the collaboration
would enable students to have en-
hanced access to most modern dig-
ital technologies and help them
become industry ready for new
age opportunities.

Comviva intends to drive greater
partnership with SOA to derive
synergies including internship

programmes and joint projects,
Mohapatra said.

As part of this strategic col-
laboration, Comviva would pro-
vide content, technologies, fac-
ulty training, access to industry
experts in its core areas of focus
including data science, digital pay-
ments and digital systems for
richer customer experience.

Comviva, based on its talent re-
quirement, would also offer short
term internships and joint projects
to selected students who success-
fully complete one of the offered
specialized domain courses and
get successfully assessed by the
university, Mohapatra said.

Manoranjan Mohapatra, CEO,
Comviva Technologies Limited and
Suchitra Patnaik, company’s Head,
COE were present on this occa-
sion. Manas Kumar Mallick,
Director, ITER, Jyoti Ranjan Das,
Dean (Students’ Welfare), Priyabrata
Patnaik, Additional Dean (Research),
Ripti Dash, Head (Industry
Engagement) and Sumit Mitra,
Head (Training) represented SOA.

Govt committed to promote healthy lifestyle; CM

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 14: On the oc-
casion of World Diabetes Day, Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik Monday
reaffirmed the government’s com-
mitment to promote healthy lifestyle
and work towards prevention, di-
agnosis and management of dia-
betes.

In his Twitter account he said
"Diabetes has emerged as one of
the most challenging health con-
cerns across the world. On World
Diabetes Day, I reaffirm our gov-
ernment’s commitment to spread
awareness on the health risks, pro-
mote healthy lifestyle and work to-
wards better prevention, diagno-
sis and management of the
condition."
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DIABETES DAY

In Odisha during Covid crisis,
diabetess emerged as the most
prominent underlying condition
among those dying of the viral in-
fection in the state, health depart-
ment figures show.

Keepaside Covid, diabetes has as-
sumed epidemic proportions in Odisha
with long-term impact on health and

well-being of the population.

According to the Registrar
General of India (RGI) annual re-
port, Odisha ranked among top-ten
states in country that record high
mortalities owing to diabetes. The
state records at least 6 medically
registered deaths due to diabetes
every 24 hours. The report has
analysed the MCCDs across the
states for the year 2017.

As per the data available under
the National Programme for
Prevention and Control of Cancer,
Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases
and Stroke (NPCDCS), Sambalpur
district has reported the maximum
cases of high sugarlevel. But Khurda
district tops the state with high di-
abetes cases. Sources informed that
Khurda district has the maximum

rural populace affected by diabetes
in the state followed by Sambalpur
and Kandhamal. Cuttack also figured
in the high-burden list, revealed
the data. Though proportionately
more males are affected by diabetes
than females, Keonjhar and
Jharsuguda are two exceptions no-
ticed in the state, data revealed.
About half-a-dozen districts in state
have diabetes affected population
more than the state average, sources
informed.

Diabetes mellitus is arguably
one of the “biggest known killers
of humankind” and this menace
can only be addressed through right
education and through “access to di-
abetes education”, which is the
theme for this year’s World Diabetes
Day, say healthcare professionals.
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Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317558, KIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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Six mega projects hit by
forest land conversion delay

The under-construction Anandapur barrage project

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, Nov 14: Delay in acquisi-
tion of forest land has hit six im-
portant projects in the state, sources
said Monday. Some of these proj-
ects have failed to take off, while oth-
ers have been stalled mid-way. This
has happened due to the delay in
conversion of forestland into non-
forest plots.

Among the projects are Khurda
Road-Bolangir rail route, the dou-
ble-laning of the Sambalpur-Talcher
railway tracks, Anandpur barrage,
operations of Utkal Coal mines,
construction of a cement plant by
Dalmia Bharat Group in Malkangiri
district and a bauxite mining proj-
ect at Pottangi in Koraput district.

Expressing concerns over the
delay, Special Secretary of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change department, Deben Kumar
Pradhan has asked through a let-
ter dated November 7, 2022, the
principal chief conservator of
forests (PCCF), head of forest force
(HOFF) and principal chief con-

-5-year RI for man over
murder attempt on wife

POST NEWS NETWORK

FILE PHOTO

servator of forests (Wildlife) and
chief wildlife warden (CWW) to
file the latest status report on for-
est land acquisition for the projects.
Areport said that the Khurda
Road-Bolangir rail route project
was sanctioned in 1994-95. Since
then, 27 years have passed but
the project is yet to see the light
of the day. Currently, the project
is mired in forest land acquisition
dispute in three phases. The
Forest department was given a
proposal to convert its land into
non-forest plots June 15, 2010.
However, till now permission has
not been granted. The project is
scheduled for completion by
December 31, 2025. However, no
one knows when the project will
finally be commissioned.
According to a report of the
Forest department, permission for
forest land acquisition spread over
180km in Boudh district has not
been granted. Moreover, conver-
sion of 180-230km of forestland is
awaiting stage-2 clearance. The
total area in question is over 315.54

Baripada, Nov 14: A local court sentenced Monday
aman to five years of rigorous imprisonment after

POST NEWS NETWORK

hectares of forest land.

In Nayagarh district, 292.28
hectares of forest land spread
over 143km is awaiting clearance
from the Wildlife department.
The proposal has been submitted
with Boudh and Nayagarh divi-
sional forest officers (DFOs),
February 19, 2020.

Similarly, 23.2 hectares of for-
est land conversion for Sambalpur-
Talcher rail route expansion is in
stage-1 and awaiting clearance.

Conversion of 79.793 hectares
of forest land for Anandapur bar-
rage project in Keonjhar district has
failed to make any progress. The
project is scheduled for comple-
tion by March 31, 2024. The work
for the barrage project was taken
up on the Baitarani river in 2005-
06 for which funds worth 2,864.36
crore were sanctioned by both the
Centre and the Odisha govern-
ment. However, the authorities
have spent only %1,715.93 so far on
the project so far.

The headwork of the project has
been completed while 73 per cent
of the main canal and only five
per cent of the distribution sys-
tem have been done. The project
when completed will help in irri-
gating over 56,720 hectares of land
and help in control of floods in
many parts of Jajpur district.

In the case of Utkal Coal Mines
in Angul district, conversion of 13
hectares of forestland is in stage-
1and 156.18 hectares in stage-2 and
awaiting clearances. Similarly,
Dalmia Cements awaits clearance
of 462.25 hectares of forest land
in Malkangiri district. The clear-
ance of 697.979 hectares of forest
land for the Pottangi Bauxite Mines
in Koraput district is in stage-1.

Croc census: BNP shut
for tourists from Jan 4
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SCIENCE EXPO: Students display their projects at an art and science exhibition held at Swami Vivekananda
occasion of Children’s Day, the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Monday
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Banabharati Vidyapitha in Koraput on the

~m k

OP PHOTO

Mystery shrouds college girl’s death in Berhampur
FAMILY MEMBERS SUSPECT FOUL PLAY, ALLEGE MURDER

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Nov 14: Mystery
shrouds the death of a girl who al-
legedly died by suicide Sunday
evening in the hostel of a private
college here under Baidyanathpur
police limits in Ganjam district,
police said Monday. The deceased
was identified as Deeptilata Das,
17, daughter of Jyotshnarani Das
and Lakshmi Charan Das of
Lochapada village under Khallikote
police limits. She was a Plus-IT

Youth shot at in Dhenkanal

Dhenkanal: A youth suffered a
serious injury after being shot at
Monday on Talabahali road near
the Tata-Bhushan Steel plant at
Meramandali under Kantabania
police limits in Dhenkanal

convicting him for murder bid on his wife for
dowry. The convict was identified as Shukra Singh,
a native of Jhinei village under Kuliana police
limits in Mayurbhanj district. The court of the
Chief Judicial Magistrate, Basudev Acharya here
also slapped a penalty of 5,000 on Singh, apart
from his prison term. In case he fails to pay the sum,
Singh would have to undergo an additional six
months in jail.

The judge passed the order after examining the

/ statements given by 10 witnesses, the chargesheet

filed by the police and the medical report.

According to the case diary, Singh got married to
Rani Singh, daughter Krushna Chandra Singh of
Tikarpada village under Sadar police limits here.
However, after marriage Singh started torturing his
wife physically and mentally over dowry demand.

Singh picked up a fight with his wife, April 26,
2022. He hit Rani on the head and neck with a bill-
hook. A profusely bleeding Rani collapsed on the
spot. Family members rescued her and admitted her
to Pandit Raghunath Murmu (PRM) Medical College
and Hospital here. Later, Rani’s father Krushna
Chandra lodged a complaint with the police.

Rajnagar, Nov 14: Forest depart-
ment officials will undertake croc-
odile census at the Bhitarkanika
National Park (BNP) January 4 to
January 14, sources said Monday.
The census will be done inside the
park as well as in the rivers and
streams adjoining the wildlife sanc-
tuary. As a result, Bhitarkanika
will remain closed for tourists for
a period of 10 days. The park will
reopen for tourists January 15 after
the end of the census. As per a cen-
sus conducted in January 2022,
there are 1,784 crocodiles in the
wildlife sanctuary.

According to a survey conducted
in the middle of 1970, the number
of crocodiles living in the water
bodies of the country was very
negligible. Later, the Centre, United
Nations Food and Agriculture
Organisation (UNFAO) jointly
launched efforts to increase the

crocodile population in India and
prepared a plan for the purpose.

Renowned marine life expert Dr
HR Bustard visited Odisha and
found the atmosphere in
Bhitarkanika conducive for growth
of crocodile population. The coun-
try’s first crocodile hatchery and
rearing complex spread over 115
square kilometres was established
at an expense of 350 lakh in 1975.
The hatchery was launched with 96
crocodiles out of which 34 were
adults and since then the number
has grown to 1,784.

critical condition where he is
undergoing treatment.

second year science student in a
college at Lanjipalli bypass road
adjoining the national highway.
Even though hostel authorities
have termed Deeptilata’s death
as suicide, her family members
suspect foul play.

Jyotshnarani claimed that her
daughter was first killed at the
hostel and then the alleged mur-
der was made tolook like a suicide.
Police are however, probing the
case from all angles.

Police have registered a case

and launched an investigation,
ASP Asima Panda said. The body
has been handed over to Deeptilata’s
family members after post-mortem.
Police also visited the hostel and
questioned her classmates and of-
ficials. They have seized the mobile
phone of the deceased for investi-
gation. Hostel authorities had
rushed the lifeless body of
Deeptilata to the MKCG Medical
College and Hospital here Sunday
evening. However, doctors pro-
nounced her dead on arrival.
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Tender No. ELOP-T-13-2022
LELCEIRTCI SIMAINTENANCE OF CREW
& GUARD RUNNING ROOMS AND CREW
LOBBY AT KENDUJHARGARH INCLUDING
PROVISION OF SUBSIDIZED MEALS FOR
APERIOD OF 02 YEARS.
Advenised VEITTEN ¥ 1,77,22,848.32, EMD:
¥ 2,38,600/-, Tender document cost : ¥ 5,9001-,
Period of completion: 730 days.

Bidding start date : 17.11.2022, Imﬂ
closing date & time

H at 1530 hrs. of

01.12.2022.
Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender and any such manual offer received
shall be ignored.
Complete details & tender documents will be
avallable at website www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (OP),

PR-692/N/22-23 Khurda Road

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA E-mail:ee_rwbdk@yahoo.com | -

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS DIVISION-I, BHADRAK
“e” Procurement Notice for Road Works
Bid Identification No.Online Tender 6 of 2022-23
No.0-1234:1. Name of the Work : Road. 2. Total No. of Works: 25 Nos. 3. Estimated Cost: Rs.5.04 lakh to
Rs.33.61 lakh. 4. Class of Contractor: "D, "C” & "B" Class. 5. Period of Completion: As per Annexure. 6. Type
of Tender: Single Cover. 7. Other details:

o district. The injured youth was Procu_rement _Bid ] Avail_ability of‘Ter_!der Date & T!me of Technical
AL identified as Rabi Kumar, a Officer Ident:'g:atlon C':?;Irl:.e for Bldc-llj(r;g Opening of Tender
- crane operator by profession. He 1 2 ; 3 2
.. hasbeen admitted to the Angul Superintending Engineer, Rural | Online-6 of | 17.1122 | 281122 29.11.2022
~ district headquarters hospital in Works Division-I, Bhadrak 2022-23  |At 11.00 A.M.| At 4.00 P.M. At 11.00 A.M.

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal “https://tendersorissa.gov.in.

OIPR-25060/11/0007/2223 Executive Engineer, R.W.Division, Bhadrak

Sd./- Er. Kartikeswar Sahu

dw afw fiem
Bank of India

BOI*

Bank of India

Zonal Office : Star House, 1/1D, Jayadev
Vihar, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-751015

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Bank of India, Kharvel Nagar Branch under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of
powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand
Notice calling upon the Borrowers in the loan account given below to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice plus interest
& expenses thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. The Borrowers having failed to repay the
amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the
property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said Act read with
Rule 8 of the said rules. The Borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the
property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Bank of India, Kharvel Nagar Branch for an
interest & expenses thereon. The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of Sub-
Section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the secured assets.

amount mentioned below with

[Rule-8(1)] of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules-2002

POSSESSION NOTICE

‘Millets Mission’ changing
lives of Sundargarh farmers

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, Nov 14: Rupbahal, a non-
descript village under Tangarpali pan-
chayat and block of Sundargarh district
has shot to limelight by achieving out-
standing success in millet cultivation
with the help of Odisha Millets Mission
and voluntary outfit ‘Sevak’.

This project has helped a large num-
ber of farmers become self-reliant.
Moreover, two siblings, Gobind Rohidas
and Shatrughna Rohidas, who were in-
strumental in involving the farmers in
millet cultivation are earning in lakhs.
The siblings through their success story
have become an example for others to em-
ulate. This has brought a turnaround in
the lives of the Rohidas siblings and
scores of other farmers in the panchayat.

Two years back, the Rohidas brothers
used to earn their livelihood only from
} paddy cultivation. The Odisha government
realising the importance of millets in
nutrition programme launched millet

cultivation in the area through Odisha
Millets Mission with financial assistance
from the district mineral foundation
(DMF). ‘Sevak’ was selected as a partner
tohelp in cultivation in Tangarpalli block.
Sevak’s block coordinator Thanasundar
Gandha, assistant block coordinator
Amiya Ranjan Lenka, community worker
Akash Choudhury launched the pro-
gramme. Their efforts and regular guid-
ance soon paid off as 793 farmers took up

SUIR EER e o Y G
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Siblings Gobind Rohidas and Shatrughna Rohidas

millet cultivation on 324 hectares of land
in the 2021-22 Kharif season.

Gobind reaped a harvest of 33 quintals
by taking up millet cultivation on 3.5
acres of land while his brother Shatrughna
harvested 29 quintals of millet on three
acres. Gobind earned 31.17 lakh by sell-
ing 31 quintals of millet while Shatrughna
earned 1,01,979 from sale of 27 quintals.

Initially, paddy cultivation was the
main source of earning for the siblings.
However, they were always at the mercy
of nature. Now their lives have changed
since they took up millet cultivation.

The siblings, motivated by the ‘Sevak’
officials, have also taken up cultivation
of vegetables like tomatoes, beans, cu-
cumbers, cabbage, cauliflower and tuber
crops like potatoes and onions along
with millet and paddy farming. They
are selling these vegetables in markets
and earning around rupees eight lakh to
%10 lakh annually.

When contacted, the siblings said they
were earning a meagre amount from
paddy cultivation on over 15 acres of
land. As a result they had work as daily
wagers for a substantial period of the year.
However, now they are well off after ven-
turing into millet cultivation. Both Gobind
and Shatrughna thanked officials of
‘Sevak’, Odisha Millets Mission and
Agriculture department.

‘Sevak’ chairman Amiya Kanta Nayak
said that the efforts put in by the sib-
lings and the zeal to do something new
have helped them become self-reliant
and role models for other farmers. Other
villagers have termed the two siblings as
‘gold diggers’ for their success.

KHARVEL NAGAR BRANCH / Liabilities due ?““tﬁ of f%ﬂf?ang Description of the
Name & Address of Borrowers asperNotice | ' Poscession Immovable Property
Borrowers: Rabindra Nath Rout &| ¥ 5,99,664/- | 25.05.2013 | All that part and parcel of the property consisting of
Anuradha Rout, At: DL/68, VSS Nagar, +interest & / Plot No.: GE-36, OSHB Drawing No.: PC/0-1/83/
Bhubaneswar-751007 expenses thereon 11.11.2022 S(Composite Housing Scheme at VSS Nagar.

Phase-lll), Mouza: Gadakana, SRO: Bhubaneswar, T.S: Sahid Nagar 257 within the registration Sub-District: Khurda and District:
Khurda, Bounded by North: Plot No.: GE-13, South: Road, East: Road, West: Plot No.: GE-35.

Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 15.11.2022

Authorised Officer, Bank of India

Key numbers of Financial Results

Suryo Foods & Industries Limited

CIN: L0O50040R1989PLC002264
Extract Of Financial Results For The Quarter Ended On Sep 30, 2022

(Rs. in Thousands)

Sl Particulars Quarter Ended Half Year Ended Year
No. Ended
30.09.2022 | 30.06.2022 | 30.09.2021 | 30.09.2022 | 30.09.2021 |31.03.2022
(Un-Audited) | (Un-Audited) | (Un-Audited)|(Un-Audited) | (Un-Audited)| Audited
1 [Total Revenue from Operations - - - - - -
2 |Net Profit / (Loss) (before Tax, 122 (2,523) (775) (2,401) (1,799) (3,645)
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary
items)
3 |Net Profit/ (Loss) before Tax (after 122 (2,523) (775) (2,401) (1,799) (3,645)
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary
items)
4 |Net Profit / (Loss) after Tax (after 122 (2,523) (775) (2,401) (1,799) (3,832)
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary
items)
5 |Total Comprehensive Income 122 (2,523) (775) (2,401) (1,799) (3,832)
[Comprising Profit / (Loss) after
tax and Other Comprehensive
ncome after tax]
6 |Equity Share Capital 39,600 39,600 39,600 39,600 39,600 39,600
7 |"Earningspershare(ofRs10/-each) 0.03 (0.64) (0.20) (0.61) (0.45) (0.97)
Basic & Diluted (Rs.)"

Company - www.suryofoods.com.

Date: 14th November 2022
Place: Bhubaneswar

Notes : a)The above financial results of the Company for the quarter and half year ended Sep 30, 2022 have been audited and
recommended by the audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors of the Company in their respective meetings
held on 14th November, 2022. These results are being published in accordance with Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obli-
gations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015.
b) The above is an extract of the detailed format of Statement of Audited Financial Results for the quarter and half year ended
on Sep 30, 2022 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligation and Disclosure Require-
ments) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Statement of Audited Financial Results for the quarter and half year ended
on 30th Sept, 2022, are available on the website of the Stock Exchanges - www.bseindia.com as well as on the website of the

=
€
C
By Order of the Board
For Suryo Foods & Industries Limited
Sd./- Amarendra Dash —

(Chairman-cum-Managing Director) DIN- 00583036
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To love is not to possess, but to
give oneself.
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Blue Wave

/: ! The political outlook of the US now looks considerably different from
what it was just a week ago before the midterm elections were held.
Going by past records, pollsters were then predicting a rout of the

Democrats and a surge of the red wave, meaning a near-certain return of
Trumpism or the Right-wing politics of the Republicans. The voters how-
ever have spoken their mind differently. They have not given a decisive
mandate either to the Democrats or the Republicans. But, they have stopped
the red wave and dashed the ambitions of former President Donald Trump
and his rabid followers to take control of the House and the Senate and crip-
ple Joe Biden’s presidency.

Now, in a seemingly historic turn of events, the Democrats are feeling more
secure about where they stand, while Republicans struggle to regain their
balance. The Democrats have retained control of the Senate, after winning
aclose race in the state of Nevada. The tally shows the Democrats have bagged
50 seats and the Republicans 49. Even if the latter wins the last remaining
seat, there would be a tie in which case Vice President Kamala Harris would
put her casting vote to help the Democrats pass whatever legislations they
seek to enact. Even in the House the Republicans may marginally go ahead
of the Democrats as most of the candidates Trump publicly endorsed have
lost. Midterm elections in the US have traditionally gone against the ruling
dispensation since 1930. But, the outcome this year has become stunning,
indeed, with the Democrats reversing the historical trend.

The question that is uppermost in the minds of the people is how the im-
possible has been made possible by Joe Biden who is considered old and in-
effective. Some Trump loyalists also claimed he was suffering from de-
mentia and yet this success has bewildered most American political analysts.
A combination of factors could be responsible for the late surge of the blue
wave, for the Democrats’ better than expected performance. But, two factors
may have primarily influenced the outcome - the threat to democracy that
areturn of the Republicans was perceived to pose and the recent Supreme
Court ruling overturning the Roe Vs Wade verdict that had accorded con-
stitutional right to abortion half a century ago.

During the run-up to the midterms President Biden made the threat to democ-
racy issue under the Republicans headed by Trump as the main electoral
plank for the Democrats. But, the issue of abortion rendered illegal by the
Supreme Court ruling seems to have become the single major factor for the
defeat of Republican candidates as women voters rallied behind the Democrats
who supported the right to abortion. In fact, Biden had predicted American
women would revolt and things seem to have happened as predicted by him.
This caused a setback to the Republican’s hope of a ‘red wave’ which, they
felt, was fuelled by widespread economic distress. The Democrats defied his-
torical expectations for defeat of the party in power in the first major elec-
tion of the post-Roe era. It is not without reason that a jubilant Biden told
acrowd of supporters at the Howard Theatre in Washington: “Women in America
made their voices heard, man.”

As a clear picture of the results emerges, it becomes evident that abor-
7~ tion proved a defining issue. Fury over the loss of federal abortion protec-
tions galvanised women and young people who gifted unexpected victories
to the Democrats in the hope of new protections for reproductive rights. It
is foolhardy for the Republicans to hope for a favourable outcome in midterm
polls when the country’s nearly half of the people have their body autonomy
put under threat. This is the main reason for young people and women
showing up to exercise their franchise. In fact, newly registered women
comprised more than two-thirds of the fresh voters.

Exit polls conducted by news networks by Edison Research showed that
abortion was the top issue for many Americans, especially people under
the age of 30. About 60% of voters said they were dissatisfied or angry with
the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe. In every state where an abor-
tion-related measure was on the ballot, voters chose either to enshrine pro-
tections or reject new limits. And it was a decisive issue in battleground
states like Michigan and Pennsylvania, where the future of abortion ac-
cess was at risk.

American voters, especially women, many of whom were in the fore-
front of the ‘Me Too’ movement against sexual abuses, have once again
/ proved that they will revolt when there is denial of women’s biological free-
dom. These elections, once again, proved the US to be an extremely mature
and aware democracy.

WISDOM CORNER
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WORDSWORTH

B Corpus

Oxford Dictionaries have been making proud announcements recently
about their research resource, the Oxford English Corpus (OEC). A
corpus is a collection of written material in machine-readable form that has
been put together for linguistic research. The word is the Latin for body and
is the source of several other English words, such as corpse, corporeal,
corpulent, corpuscle, corps, and corporal. Corporate, of a business or firm,
has the same origin, so body corporate is etymologically speaking a
tautology. Crime writers are fond of corpus delicti, for the facts and
circumstances surrounding a crime (literally, it means “body of offence”).
And there are many medical terms for bits of the body that include it, such
as corpus callosum and corpus luteum. English writers have been using
corpus for a body of writing since the early eighteenth century (the first
known usage was in Chambers Cyclopaedia in 1727); linguists only started to
use it in this specialised sense in the 1950s. The OEC began in 2000 and by
April this year had grown to contain more than a billion (a thousand million)
words — not all different, of course: the humble word the alone appears
about 50 million times. It represents every type of English, from literary
novels, specialist journals, newspapers and magazines to the text of Hansard
and the contents of chatrooms, e-mails, and weblogs. All the material has
been trawled from the World Wide Web using a custom-built web crawler
(similar to those that search engines like Google use to index the Web), so
there are probably some World Wide Words pages in it somewhere. The OEC
also includes every regional variety of the language, not only the major ones
of the UK and US that make up about 80% of the total, but also material from
the Caribbean, India, Singapore, Hong Kong, and South Africa. One of its
more valuable features is that researchers can discover which words most
often appear together, for which the dictionary makers’ term is collocation.
When, for example, the corpus is examined for verbs which are most often
used with man or boy but not woman or girl, they discover that men assault,
hijack, crouch, kidnap, rob, grin, shoot, dig, stagger, leap, invent, or
brandish. But they don’t consent, faint, sob, cohabit, undress, clutch, scorn,
or gossip because, according to the corpus, that’s what women do. Eccentric
usually appears with words like endearingly, old, and millionaire, suggesting
that only elderly, wealthy people can be eccentric, the rest of us just being
plain crazy. The word vivacious most often appears with beautiful, young,
blonde, outgoing, and intelligent and the corpus evidence makes clear that
women may be vivacious but men may not. Evidence like this helps to tie
down what we really mean by words; for example, vivacious is now defined
in the Oxford Dictionary of English as “(especially of a woman) attractively
lively and animated”.

The season of failure is the best time for sowing the seeds of
success. PARAMAHANSA YOGANANDA

Faith is an oasis in the heart which will never be reached by the
caravan of thinking. KAHLIL GIBRAN

Love and compassion are necessities, not luxuries. Without them
humanity cannot survive. DALAI LAMA

Ajit Ranade

THE WORD
‘QUOTAS’ HAS
RADIOACTIVE

RESONANCE IN
INDIAN POLITY,
AND THERE IS
AN IMPRESSION
THAT THE
AMENDMENT
WAS PASSED
TO BENEFIT A
VOTE BANK OF
UPPER-CASTE
VOTERS

early four years ago, in
January 2019 the
Parliament passed the
103rd Constitutional
amendment carving out a new
category of reserved quota for
government jobs and for admission
to educational institutions. This
was a new 10% quota for those
persons from the economically
weaker section (EWS). Upon its
passage, there were a slew of pe-
titions challenging the constitu-
tionality of this amendment. The
fact is that this rather momen-
tous amendment was passed in
Parliament without much debate
because the BJP which is the rul-
ing party has an absolute major-
ity in the Lok Sabha. One of the
few objections against the amend-
ment was made in a spirited speech
by Kanimozhi, MP from Tamil
Nadu. But largely the amendment
passed without much discussion.
The Supreme Court this past week
in its verdict upheld the consti-
tutionality of the EWS quota and
all petitions challenging it were dis-
missed. The verdict of the five-
member bench was unanimous
in affirming that the economic
criteria can be used as a basis for
reservation (something that the
petitioners had challenged). The
bench was also unanimous in its
implied conclusion that because
of this new category, now the ag-
gregate total share of constitu-
tionally mandated reservation
(SCs, STs, OBCs, and now EWS)
would exceed 50%, and this was not
per se against the Constitution.
This too had been one of the con-
tentions of the petitioners. The
only issue on which the bench
was split 3:2 was whether the SC,
ST and OBC groups could be ex-
cluded from the newly created cat-
egory of EWS. The majority view
is that their exclusion was ok.
This amendment and the stamp
of validity on it provided by the
highest court in the country have
many consequences, some of which
will be discussed below. Has the
judgement dealt a blow to the doc-
trine of protecting the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution (some-
thing that followed from the
landmark 1973 case in the Supreme
Court)? This famous judgement

SPECTRUM HEALTHCARE

A child killer meets its match

Keith Klugman

RSV, A
DANGEROUS
INFECTION THAT
KILLS MORE THAN
100,000 YOUNG
CHILDREN EACH
YEAR, HAS
RETURNED WITH A
VENGEANCE
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of the last few years in isola-

tion to avoid getting sick. And
now we are learning that this wide-
spread disappearing act produced
some unexpected side effects. In
particular, infections from once-
common illnesses - like influenza
and Respiratory Syncytial Virus
(RSV) - plummeted.

But now, as much of the world
has returned to its normal pre-
pandemic rhythms, that brief
respite is over. RSV, a dangerous in-
fection that kills more than 100,000
young children each year, has re-
turned with a vengeance. Several
countries, including South Africa
and Australia, have recorded major
RSV outbreaks, and hospitals in
the United States are filled with
babies who are struggling to breathe.

The alarming uptick in RSV
cases bodes ill for the winter months
in the northern hemisphere, es-
pecially with an expected bad flu
season. Yet while RSV can result in
serious illness, like pneumonia,
for very young children every-
where, it is rarely fatal in high-in-
come countries like the US. Over
97% of deaths due to RSV occur in
low- and middle-income countries
—aglaring disparity that has made
the disease one of the leadingKillers

[ ike many others, I spent much

Coal’s here to stay

Sir, This refers to “India's coal dependence onrise,” Orissa POST, Nov 14. Contrary
to the COP26’s outcome in Glasgow to phase down coal, the world has seen phase
up of the black diamond this year. The large disruption of conventional energy sup-
plies by the Ukraine war drove many countries to resort to coal-fired power plants,
while mining of coal has also increased substantially. However, India made it clear
that participating countries must acknowledge that all fossil fuels - coal, oil and gas
(and not just coal) - contribute to greenhouse gas emissions and that the 2015 Paris
Agreement requires phasing down of all fossil fuels. The developed nations have
pushed for a harder line on coal, which developing countries depend on. Going for-
ward, India has always been clear that while it will expand its renewable energy
portfolio, coal is going to be the mainstay of the energy sector for some years.
Besides, coal is the lifeline of the local communities of coal-bearing areas. Therefore,
any energy transition also has to be equitable and smooth. Also, the selective sin-
gling out of sources of emissions, for either labelling them more harmful, or labelling
them “green and sustainable” even when they are sources of greenhouse gases, has
no basis in the best available science. But, like it did in COP26 in Glasgow, India must
stand its ground on coal and push for more immediate needs of the developing world:
Climate finance and green tech at affordable costs from rich nations. The Global North
can’t impose its agenda on everyone else.

LFOCUS_ EWS QUOTA_

IMPLEMENTATION WOES

Only about 5% of the population pays income

tax. So where can we get authentic income data,
based on which this EWS policy is going to
be implemented?

did not define explicitly what is
meant by the basic structure. It also
did not prohibit the power of the
Parliament to pass amendments to
the Constitution. But it did say
that you cannot pass amendments
of such extreme nature, that they
distort the very basic principles of
our Constitution. Parliament is
supreme, but the spirit of the
Constitution is more supreme. By
creating anew category based on
economic criteria, to whom special
treatment will be accorded (reser-
vation), have we violated the right
to equality (Article 14)? Or by ex-
cluding SC, ST and OBC groups
from this new category, have be
breached the principle of non-dis-
crimination (Article 14 and 15)?
These are questions for scholars
of jurisprudence to explore. Much
has already been written and more
will follow. One rather penetrating
analysis is by Ayan Gupta which
can be read at the blog indcon-
lawphil.wordpress.com. So, it is
quite possible that in the days to
come a review of the decision of
the apex court may be undertaken
by a larger bench.

But for now, let us examine
other aspects of the amendment
and the judgement. Firstly, it is
clear that the amendment itself
was politically motivated. The
word ‘quotas’ has radioactive res-
onance in Indian polity, and there

of newborns and young children
in these countries.

Fortunately, new technological
developments on the horizon may
soon mitigate the threat posed by
RSV. Promising advances in ma-
ternal immunisation - vaccinat-
ing pregnant women to confer life-
saving protection on their babies
- have the potential to save thou-
sands of lives each year, and an ef-
fective RSV vaccine is finally in
sight. Maternal immunisation has
been safely and effectively used
for decades to protect newborns
from other infectious diseases, in-
cluding whooping cough and
tetanus. If approved, this would
be the first vaccine ever to protect
children against RSV.

Although most RSV infections
are mild, the virus can be much
more severe in the youngest pa-
tients and can lead to pneumonia,
which kills more children than
any other infectious disease.
Moreover, there are no drugs to
treat RSV. For severe cases, medical
oxygen is administered in a hospital
to help babies breathe until the in-
fection clears. But that, of course,
assumes that they can get toa hos-
pital with oxygen. For infants in
parts of lower-income countries
where hospital care or oxygen is out

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

is an impression that the amend-
ment was passed to benefit a vote
bank of upper-caste voters. But
now even Muslims and Christians
have also become eligible for EWS
quota. Secondly, the quotas in our
Constitution were meant to correct
longstanding and historical in-
justice based on caste. They are
meant to help those who have suf-
fered from social backwardness
for generations.

How can economic backward-
ness be put in the same category
as social backwardness stemming
from historical injustice and so-
cial backwardness? A person’s
economic status is fluid, and can
change with effort or luck or both.
Even a person’s religion can be a
matter of choice. But caste is an
unchangeable marker from birth.
So, overcoming caste-based dis-
crimination is not in the same
league as economic deprivation.
Thirdly, the cutoff decided for el-
igibility for the EWS quota is an
annual income of %81akh, which
seems like a very generous thresh-
old. It is far above the poverty
line. By one estimate, more than
95% of the households in India will
fall under this limit. So, is it a
remedy to give quota- based op-
portunities to the poor, or is it
meant for everybody? Fourthly, if
indeed the EWS quota is meant to
help those from poor households

of reach, this common childhood
illness can quickly become deadly.
It is in these settings that an RSV
vaccine has the greatest potential
to save lives and spare families
from crushing grief.

The Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation has supported efforts
to advance the field of maternal
immunisation for 15 years, funding
research and development for ma-
ternal vaccines against influenza,
whooping cough, other newborn
bloodstream infections, and RSV and
Group B Streptococcus (GBS). Our
most recent investment in mater-
nal RSV vaccines is focused on im-
proving affordability and access
for lower-income countries. This
is crucial for giving infants in these
countries the best chance at life.

While the vaccine is still in de-
velopment, I am hopeful that, if it
is successful and gains regulatory
approval, it will start to be rolled
out - through Gavi, the Vaccine
Alliance - in low- and middle-in-
come countries as early as 2024.
Quick and equitable access to this
lifesaving vaccine in countries
where RSV remains a major killer
will have a real impact on reducing
childhood illness and death around
the world.

Yes, a successful rollout also de-

then let us look at the profile of
those below the poverty line. As
per the government’s Sinho
Commission, nearly 82% of the
people below the poverty line com-
prised of SCs, STs and OBCs.
Poverty and social backwardness
have a high correlation. But those
very categories have been denied
opportunities in the EWS quota.
It is on this point that there was
dissent by two of the judges as a
matter of constitutional principle.

But even from a pragmatic view
about poverty, does this not seem
questionable as a policy designed
to help the poor? It is like saying
that we will launch an anti-poverty
programme, but those people from
rural areas, and from agriculture
will be excluded since they are
covered by other subsidies. Fifth,
the status of economic back-
wardness is fluid. It should be ad-
dressed by affirmative action and
not quotas. For instance, provid-
ing education loans to students
from poor households is better
than a quota system for the poor.
Sixth, one implication is the scram-
ble for income certificates that
this EWS policy will unleash. In
an economy where 92% people
work either in the unorganised, un-
registered or informal sector, get-
ting authentic income data is no-
toriously difficult. Only about 5%
of the population pays income
tax. So where can we get authen-
tic income data, based on which this
EWS policy is going to be imple-
mented? Are we opening the gates
for more corruption, rent seek-
ing or fake certificates, and more
litigation?

Lastly it is clear, that the EWS
reservation has great political res-
onance because of the scarcity of
well-paying, stable and high-qual-
ity jobs. Most of the jobs are going
to be created in the private sec-
tor anyway, wherein these quotas
don’t apply. Hence the surest way
ahead to correct for social or eco-
nomic injustice is high, sustained,
inclusive growth of the economy,
jobs and livelihoods. That as always
is the real core agenda.

The writer is a noted
economist.
©THE BILLION PRESS

pends on whether a vaccine is ac-
ceptable and taken up by local com-
munities. But as matters stand, Iam
optimistic that it will be. Research
has shown that pregnant mothers
are more likely to receive a vac-
cine to protect their babies before
birth than they are to protect them-
selves. Moreover; studies have found
that if you can protect against RSV
in the first few months of life, you
can likely protect against other fu-
ture respiratory infections, in-
cluding pneumonia.

RSV is not a new problem.
Paediatricians and many parents
have long dreaded this illness, and
for good reason. But we are on the
cusp of finally developing and de-
ploying the tools we need to protect
infants when —and where - they are
most vulnerable. We should all con-
tinue working toward a future
where children - regardless of
where they are born - can grow
up tolive full, healthy lives, safe from
the dangers of RSV and childhood
pneumonia. By ensuring equal ac-
cess to these lifesaving vaccines, we
can make that future a reality.

The writer is Director of the
Pneumonia programme at the
Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation.

©PROJECT SYNDICATE

Disappointing verdict

pressed people.

Sir, The Supreme Court’s majority based verdict, up-
holding the validity of the 103rd Constitutional amend-
ment which provides 10% reservation for the eco-
nomically weaker sections (EWS) is utterly disappointing
and contains in it potential seeds of inciting animos-
ity amongst the oppressed millions of our country. The
provision of reservation in jobs and education for
SCs and STs was made in the Constitution to address
adeep social issue. It was intended to uplift Dalits, trib-
als and other backward classes of people who were op-
pressed for centuries by the so called upper classes and
subsequently neglected by the British rulers, ostensibly
to overcome their economic, political, social back-
wardness and to help them to acquire due represen-
tation in all walks of life at par with other sections of
the people. Incapable of giving education and jobsto
all, political parties in Independent India have been —
using the policy of reservation as a ploy to divide op-

Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR

r~-m

crm



Orissa

@

POST

TUESDAY | NOVEMBER 15 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR

national

.

Goa IPS officer beats
cancer, completes
Ironman triathlon race

NIDHIN VALSAN, 36, CURRENTLY SERVING AS
THE SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE (CRIME
BRANCH) AND HANDLING THE SENSITIVE LAND
GRAB CASES IN GOA, DID NOT WIN THE
TRIATHLON, BUT HE STOLE THE HEARTS OF
THE AUDIENCE WITH HIS EXEMPLARY DISPLAY
OF STRENGTH AND WILL POWER

\cayJuoteR B

Our
‘ democratic p )
set-up is under Ay
threat, the rights of =

workers are
denied.There are
even attempts to
privatise the
defence of our nation. The shares of
PSUs are sold in the name of
national monetisation pipeline

PINARAYI VIJAYAN I KERALA CHIEF MINISTER
is a penny

‘ earned, and this

applies fully to
resources too. You
are aware that for a
country's combat
readiness, not only
availability of optimal resources is
required, but swift and transparent
decision-making is also needed
RAJNATH SINGH I DEFENCE MINISTER
==
' 2y |
Jammu and Kashmir.
Our goal posts are
changing. They think the people will

forget the basic issue and talk about
Article 370

MEHBOOBA MUFTI | PDP PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

M Pollution curbs
lifted in Capital

New Delhi: The Commission
for Air Quality Management
} Monday directed authorities
to revoke the curbs enforced
in Delhi-NCR under stage
three of the Graded
Response Action Plan with
immediate effect. This
means construction and
demolition activities can
resume in the region.
However, user agencies
need to strictly follow
dust control norms. The
CAQM noted that Delhi’s
Air Quality Index (AQI)
Monday (294) was about
100 points below the
threshold for invoking
GRAP stage 3 actions.

A penny saved

Our identity

and our

existence is at
stake. It is not about
Article 370 and 35A, it
is about the issue of

Man dies after
bike hits pothole

Mandya (K'taka): A retired
soldier died here after he
fell off his bike which went
over a pothole and he came
under the wheels of a truck
coming behind him, police

bb

Development in the
truest sense takes
place only when
every section
progresses

NITIN GADKARI |
UNION MINISTER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Panaji, Nov 14: Setting an
example of grit and determina-
tion, an Indian Police Service
Officer (IPS) from Goa has fought
cancer and beaten the odds against
him to successfully complete the
difficult Ironman triathlon race.
Nidhin Valsan, 36, currently
serving as the superintendent of
police (crime branch) and han-
dling the sensitive land grab cases
in Goa, did not win the triathlon,
but he stole the hearts of the
audience with his exemplary dis-
play of strength and will power.
“Ithought if Iam able to do this,
I will be able to show the world
what one can achieve and hope-
fully show to everyone that cancer
is not an impossible disease tofight,”

GAURAV DWIVEDI NEW PRASAR BHARATI CEO

The President Monday appointed Gaurav

Dwivedi, a 1995-batch IAS officer of the

Chhattisgarh cadre, as the Chief Executive

Officer (CEO) of Prasar Bharti. The appointment

came after due recommendation by the Selection 7o
Committee. Dwivedi will be the CEO for a period

of five years from his assumption of charge
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phoma, a cancer that generally de-
velops in the lympathic system.

The police officer said he did
not give up and fought against the
disease and was declared “all-clear”
in February this year. “I am fine
now,” he said. Valsan said this was
the first time he participated in
the Ironman race. In 2014, he had
participated in a half-marathon in
Delhi, he added. There were a total
of 1,450 participants in the Ironman
triathlon, which included 1.9 km of
open sea swimming, 90 km of cy-
cling and 21 km of run.

Nihal Baig, an alumnus of the
Indian Institute of Technology
Bombay, won the race, while de-
fending champion Bisworjit

PARAGON OF DETERMINATION

g 2 1
Valsan told reporters after finish-
ing the Ironman 70.3 race in Panaji

|

pleted the race in 8 hours, 3 min-
utes and 53 seconds, within the

Sunday while competingwithmore  stipulated time, the organisers  Saikhom of the Indian Army stood
than 1,400 other participants. said. Valsan said he was last year ~ second, as per the results declared
The 2012 batch IPS officer com-  diagnosed with non-Hodgkin'slym- by the organisers.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Nov 14: Condemning
ministerial colleague Akhil Giri's
controversial remarks on President
Droupadi Murmu, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
Monday apologised for his
comment on behalf of the TMC.

Banerjee said she has immense
respect for the President, and her
party has cautioned Giri against
making such derogatory remarks
in the future.

“We respect the President of
India. She is a highly respected lady:
We condemn the statement made by
minister of state Akhil Giri; what
he said is wrong. The party has al-
ready condemned the statement

the CM said at a press conference
at the state secretariat.

Banerjee said the party “does
not support" Giri's opinion and
will take stringent action against
him if he repeats such mistakes.”

“I personally respect President
Droupadi Murmu. She is a very
nice lady; and Ilike her alot. I apol-
ogize for Akhil Giri’s statement; I
apologize on behalf of my party We
have great regard for the President,
and making such comments is not

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

and has also cautioned Akhil Giri,”"

/' The President is an
extremely nice lady. |
strongly condemn what
Akhil Giri had said. Akhil
was wrong. | personally

| apologise on behalf

of the legislator. | am
sorry over the entire issue

\ _ MAMATA BANERJEE I WEST BENGAL CM

part of All India Trinamool
Congress culture,” she said.

Giri faced flak recently for his re-
marks on the looks of President
Droupadi Murmu. After a video
clip of his comments went viral,
he apologized for it. “Politics is an
art; speaking is also an art. Whenever
I'say something wrong, I take back

Stone quarry collapse: 12 feared trapped

so and were trapped under the debris, the

Aizawl (Mizoram), Nov 14: At least 12

SP told PTI. Rescue operation is in progress
and and no person has been rescued from

Mamata breaks her

silence, apologises

my words. No one in Trinamool
supports Akhil Giri, but the kind of
venom opposition leaders in Bengal
spew day-in and day-out is repre-
hensible. Is it right to call someone
‘darkak’ (crow species) for his skin
colour?” she asked while pointing
out that Giri was targeted for his
complexion in the past.

The TMC boss said she believes peo-
ple should not focus on the beauty of
one’s skin, not on his or her soul.
“Beauty is not skin-deep; your soul
inside should be fair;” she said.

Referring to Leader of the
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari's pur-
ported comment against state min-
ister Birbaha Hansda, Banerjee said
she feels ashamed of how a tribal
woman was insulted by the leader.

The TMC Monday released a
video where leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari was heard mak-
ingremarks against the state min-
ister from the ST community
Birbaha Hansda.

In the 11-second video clip shared
by the TMC on its Twitter handle,
Adhikari was purportedly heard
telling a group of people, “Those
who are sitting there are kids. This
Debnath Hansda and Birbaha
Hansda are all kids; their place is
beneath my shoe.”

The Congress’s Bharat Jodo Yatra led by Rahul Gandhi entered its 68th day as it resumed from Kalamnuri in Hingoli
district of Maharashtra Monday after a one-day break PTIPHOTO

LSS Cockroach found in “daal’ served to patient

New Delhi: The AlIMS administration here initiated a probe Monday into a complaint alleging that a cockroach was
found in a meal served to a patient admitted at the premier institute. The incident came to light after a Twitter user
posted details along with photographs. He claimed that a cockroach was found in a ‘daal’ served to a four-year old.
“Pathetic and frightening state of affairs at the most prestigious Medical facility in National Capital- Serving s
“Cockroach Daal” to a 4 year old as first meal post major stomach surgery @aiims_newdelhi Shocked beyond N
belief,” the user Sahil Zaidi said in a tweet. Following the tweet, official sources said, “Hospital authorities have

taken a serious note of the incident and are investigating the matter.”
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Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002)

Zonal Office : C-2, Ashok Nagar,
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Ph.: 0674-2620423
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(Under SARFAESI Act 2002)

said Monday. According to
the police, Kumar (38) was
formerly in the army and
was currently undergoing
police-training. Condoling
the death, former chief
minister H D Kumaraswamy
said the potholes in the
State are claiming lives. In a
series of tweets, he said
when he was the chief
minister he had sanctioned
Rs 50 crore for the Mandya
Town Municipal Council.

the debris till 7:30 pm, Kumar said.

Hnahthial district officials and a medical
team also rushed to the spot soon after the
incident.

People familiar with the incident said
that loose soil caved in from the above while
the labourers were breaking and collect-
ing the stones at the quarry.

Volunteers of Young Mizo Association
(YMA) from nearby villages also rushed to
the spot for the rescue operation, they said.

Maudarh is a small hamlet located about
23 km away from Hnahthial town.

people are feared trapped after a stone
quarry collapsed in south Mizoram's
Hnahthial district, about 160 km from
Aizawl, Monday, a senior police officer said.

The incident occurred at around 3 pm
when labourers of ABCI Infrastructure pri-
vate limited were working in the quarry at
Maudarh village, Hnahthial, Superintendent
of Police (SP), Vineet Kumar said. He said
that 13 people were working at the place
when it caved in.

While one worker managed to escape
-1 from the spot the remaining 12 failed to do

Over 5 lakh people had missed TB

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF MOVABLE/IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

LAST DATE & TIME OF SUBMISSION OF EMD AND DOCUMENTS ON OR BEFORE 29.11.2022 upto 4.00 P.M.
Sale of Movable/Immovable Properties mortgaged to Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (No. 54 of 2002). Whereas, the Authorized Officer of UCO Bank
has taken possession of the following property/ies pursuant to the notice issued under Section 13(2) of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 in the following loan account with right to sell the same on "AS IS WHERE 1S”, "AS
IS WHAT IS" AND "WHATEVER THERE IS" basis for realization of Bank’s dues plus interest as detailed hereunder and
whereas consequent upon failure to repay the dues, the undersigned in exercise of power conferred under Section 13(4)
of the said Act proposes to realize the Bank's dues by sale of the said property/ies.

DESCRIPTION OF THE MOVABLE/IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

diagnosis in 20 due to Covid: Study

Name & Address of the :
No. Hotreveraiitiaratitors Immovable Property Outstaning Amount | Increase Amount of E-Auction
1 SAHID NAGAR BRANCH All that part & parcel of Immovable| g2 08.2016 30.11.2022
¥ % Property standing in the name of between
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Purﬁsottar.npur P.O.: Gaba‘basta' Dec. out of Ac.0.640 Dec. from western side, Bounded by East: Rest part of this
P.S.: Cuttack S'ada‘r, Dist.: Cuttack.|Plot, West: Abhiram Sethi, North: Uchhaba Sahoo & Others, South: Govt. Road
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New Delhi, Nov 14: Over five lakh
people in India are estimated to have had
amissed or delayed tuberculosis diag-
nosis in 2020 due to the disruptions
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic,
according to a study.

The study, published in the
journal BMC Medicine, shows that
children may be disproportionately
affected in over half of countries
analysed, those aged 65 or over in
more than two thirds of countries,
with sex being a risk factor in almost
half of countries.

The team, including researchers from
the London School of Hygiene & Tropical
Medicine (LSHTM), UK, noted that
vulnerable populations in high-burden
countries worldwide must be
prioritised in efforts to reduce the
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on
tuberculosis (TB) care. For India, they
found that 50,44 children (less than 15 years
old), 425,326 (over 4.21akh) adults aged 15-
64 years, and 52,970 people above 65 years
}of agehad amissed or delayed diagnosis.
This included 309,477 (over 3 lakh) men
and 170,514 (over 1.7 1akh) women above

Organisation (WHO) for 45 high-bur-
den countries between 2013 and 2019.
Predictions for 2020 using these mod-
els were then compared to actual ob-
servations in the same year. As many
as 195,449 (nearly two lakh) children
below the age of 15 years, 1,126,133 (over
11.21akh) adults aged 15 to 64 years old
and 235,402 (2.3 lakh) older individuals
aged 65 years or older had a missed or

15 years of age. delayed diagnosis of TB in
“We found strong evidence 2020, they said.
that therisk of beingmissed These figures in-
or delayed was higher for found that over 1.5 clude 511,546 (5.1
ellery han adutts 5 ff._Million peoplein 45 e oo
per cent higherfor chil- f§ Nigh-burden countries had § men, they said.
drenand oo cent | amissed or delayed J Atboughrescy
study joint lead authbr tuberculosis dIaQHOSIS Ng for systemic dis-
Finn McQuaid, from i parity in risk by age
LSHTM, told PTL the f rst year Of the or sex on a global scale,

“Our results show that in
many countries those who al-
ready faced the most difficulty in
obtaining TB diagnosis and care have
suffered worsening access as a re-
sult of the pandemic,” McQuaid said.
The researchers modelled trends in
TB case reporting to the World Health

pandemic

when broken down by
country, setting-specific in-
equalities were revealed. For example,
in over half of countries (57.1 per cent)
analysed, children were at a greater
risk of having their TB diagnosis
delayed or missed due to Covid-19 than
adults, the researchers said.

754001 / Guarantors: 1) Mr. Janmejaya Jena, 2) Mr. Balaram Jena, 3) Mrs. Itishree Patra, 4) Mrs. Charulata
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Kerala HC quashes varsity VC's posting

The order, which apparently vindicates Governor Arif Mohammed Khan's move seeking resignation of 11 VCs
in the state over the violation, is a blow to the Left government which has been opposing him on the issue

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kochi/Thiruvananthapuram,
Nov 14: The Kerala High Court
Monday quashed the appointment
of the Vice-Chancellor (VC) of
Kerala University of Fisheries and
Ocean Studies (KUFOS).
The court said the appointment
was made in violation of UGC
(University Grants Commission)
norms.

The order, which apparently vin-
dicates Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan’s move seeking resignation
of 11 VCs in the state over the vi-
olation, is a blow to the Left gov-
ernment which has been oppos-
ing him on the issue.

A Bench of Chief Justice S
Manikumar and Justice Shaji P
Chaly said the selection of Dr K Riji
John as the VC of KUFOS cannot,
what the judges said, be sustained
under law as it overlooks the UGC
regulations of 2018 regarding ap-
pointment of VCs.

The Bench held that the search-
cum-selection committee, which
recommended only his name for ap-
pointment, was also against the
norms.

“Taking into consideration the
law accordingly, we have no hesi-
tation to hold that the selection of
Dr K Riji John as the VC of the
Kerala University of Fisheries and

Ocean Studies, overlooking the
UGC Regulations, 2018, cannot be
sustained under law. We are also of
the view that the search-cum-se-
lection committee constituted is
also in violation of the UGC
Regulations, 2018,” it said.

Asaresult, the court quashed the
2020 notification issued by the
Governor appointing the selection
committee, its 2021 resolution rec-
ommending only one name and
2021 order of the Chancellor ap-
pointing John as VC for a period of
five years or till he attains the age
of 65, whichever is earlier.

The Bench directed the
Chancellor to constitute a selec-

Centre trying to ruin India’s
cooperative sector: Vijayan

.
7~ AGENCIES

Palakkad, Nov 14: Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan Monday
attacked the Union government
saying it was trying to destroy the
cooperative sector in the country.
Vijayan said the century-old co-
operative sector in the country has
a pivotal role in the people’s lives.
Inaugurating the All India
Cooperative Week here, Vijayan
said civil society had elaborately
discussed the changes brought in
the cooperative sector and the state
government had raised concerns
of it.
“The Supreme Court has ruled
/ that the states have the authority
over the cooperative sector. This is
a major setback to the Union gov-
ernment’s policy. We have also
overcome the efforts to destroy
our cooperative sector through de-
monetisation,” Vijayan said.
Vijayan said efforts were made
to destroy the constitutional in-
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stitutions of the country and the
Union government was making
use of such institutions to attack
the cooperative sector.

“They (Centre) are trying to in-
tervene in the cooperative sector by
issuing new orders. While ours is
a federal country, there are many
interventions violating our fed-
eral laws. All these interventions
are adversely affecting the coop-
erative sector,” Vijayan said.

The Chief Minister said the
country was going through the
highest price hike in the last three
decades but Kerala managed to re-
main a state with low inflation due
to the ‘multi-faceted’ intervention
of the cooperative sector along
with the Left government.

“We have also survived demon-
etisation which sought to paral-
yse our cooperative sector and fi-
nancial institutions. They had also
alleged that our cooperative soci-
eties were the depository of black
money,” Vijayan said.

tion committee for recommenda-
tion of a panel of names in accor-
dance with the UGC regulations at
the earliest.

At the same time, the court said
the contentions that John lacked the
requisite years of service for ap-
pointment as VC were not legally
sustainable.

The verdict was welcomed by
the BJP and the Congress. Both
said the judgement hit the gov-
ernment hard.

But, the CPI(M) said the verdict
would be legally examined and ap-
propriate steps taken after that.

State Finance Minister KN
Balagopal also speculated that the

order might have been specific to
the procedure followed in ap-
pointment of the VC of KUFOS
and may not be applicable to every-
one else.

Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee president K Sudhakaran
said the verdict was a setback to the
LDF government which had al-
legedly appointed their favourites
to key positions in the varsities.

He said in a statement that there
needs to be a thorough investiga-
tion into all such appointments.

Leader of Opposition in the State
Assembly V D Satheesan alleged
that the Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan and Khan were
to blame for the appointments.

“They both created this prob-
lem. The Opposition stand that ap-
pointments were in violation of
UGC norms has been endorsed by
both the Supreme Court and the
Kerala High Court,” he said.

Satheesan, speaking to reporters
in Thiruvananthapuram, further
said all the VCs to whom show-
cause notices were sent should re-
sign and re-apply for the post.

This way only the deserving and
competent candidates would be se-
lected, he said.

BJP state president K Surendran
said it was an indication that the
Governor’s stand was correct and
that of the ruling Left wrong.
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HINDU OUTFIT TO CONTEST

K'TAKA ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS
(3

SRIRAMA SENE
FOUNDER PRAMOD
MUTHALIK ALLEGES
THAT THE BJP WHICH
CAME TO POWER
WITH THE SUPPORT
OF HINDUS HAS
FAILED TO

PROTECT THE
COMMUNITY AND
HINDUTVA

AGENCIES

Bangalore, Nov 14: In what is
being seen as a setback to the rul-
ing BJP in Karnataka, Srirama
Sene founder Pramod Muthalik
has announced that 25 people who
are “staunch Hindutva followers”
will contest in the upcoming
Assembly elections, which will be
held in less than six months.

Talking to reporters, Muthalik
Sunday alleged that the BJP which
came to power with the support
of Hindus has failed to protect the
community and Hindutva.

“BJP was born for and because
of Hindutva...Other than Modi
(PM Narendra Modi) at the Centre
and Yogi (CM Yogi Adityanath) in
Uttar Pradesh, we are not able to
see anyone else working or run-

ning the administration to save
Hindutva. The BJP that won in
Karnataka because of the hard
work of Hindus, could not protect
Hindus and Hindu Karyakartas,”
Mutalik said.

Speaking to reporters here, he
said, even today Hindu Karyakartas
are suffering with Goonda Act
cases against them and their names
are mentioned in the rowdy sheet,
and the BJP despite being in the gov-
ernment did not show any mercy
on them by making efforts to take
back cases. Also there have been
killings of many Hindu Karyakrtas,
he added.

“As Hindus in BJP who have
won, have not been able to do any-
thing, we fierce Hinduwadis in
Karnataka like- karyakartas who
are there for Hindutva and Swamijis-
have resolved to enter politics to save
Hindutva. So in the upcoming 2023

Row erupts in Karnataka over
painting classrooms in saffron

THE KARNATAKA GOVERNMENT HAS PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF 7,601 CLASSROOMS ACROSS
THE STATE UNDER A NEW GOVERNMENT SCHEME NAMED AFTER SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

AGENCIES

Bangalore, Nov 14: Karnataka
Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai
Monday defended the government’s
move to paint the thousands of
school classrooms to be constructed
under ‘Viveka’ scheme in saffron
colour.

The Karnataka government has
proposed construction of 7,601
classrooms across the state under
the new government classrooms
scheme named after Swami
Vivekananda.

Senior Congress leader and for-
mer Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
said: "Regarding this saffronisa-
tion, it should be noted that it isnot
BJP money but public money. Have
people asked for saffronisation or
have they got the mandate to do so?
Have they got a mandate for tam-
pering with history?”

Bommai launched the scheme on
Children’s Day by laying the foun-
dation stone at Government Higher
Primary School at Madiyal in
Kalaburgi district.

Asked to comment about the
move of colour coding such class-
rooms with saffron that has sparked
a controversy, the Chief Minister

said, “Why do people turn red with
the very name of saffron? What's
wrong to have saffron colour?
There’s saffron colour in the (na-
tional) tricolour. Swami
Vivekananda himself used to wear
a saffron robe.”

“They (Congress) aren't inter-
ested in comprehensive develop-
ment of education,” Bommai
charged.

He said there is a tendency to cre-
ate controversy on any progres-
sive changes made.

“Vivekananda was a ‘Sanyasi’.

‘Viveka’ means wisdom. We named
the schools after Swami
Vivekananda so that children draw
inspiration from him and a good at-
mosphere will be created in
schools,” the Chief Minister opined.

Asked if “saffronisation of ed-
ucation is happening”, he said:
“Definitely not”.

School Education Minister B C
Nagesh said if architects recom-
mend to the government that saf-
fron colour looks good on such
classrooms, it will be done.

“We have left the decision to ar-

chitects. The government does not
decide on what kind of paint, win-
dow, door and steps. We will take
a decision on what they (archi-
tects) say,” Nagesh said.

“Some people have an allergy
towards (saffron) colour;” he said.

Taking a dig at the Congress,
the Minister said: “I want to ask
them, there is saffron colour in
their flag. Why did you keep it?
Remove it,” Nagesh said.

Meanwhile, the Chief Minister
said the state government will
build 8,000 school rooms in the
state of which 2,000 will be the
'Kalyana Karnataka' region (erst-
while Hyderabad-Karnataka re-
gion) alone while 6,000 will be in the
rest of Karnataka.

“If this can be done for three
years continuously, it will bring a
major reform in the state. This
will address the shortage of class-
rooms from primary schools in
the state,” Bommai said.

He said that he has released Rs
250 crore for the construction of toi-
lets in all the schools by August
15, 2023.

The state government has ap-
proved recruitment of 15,000 teach-
ers, Bommai said.

Islamic institute in Kerala sets example by teaching Sanskrit

IMPORTANT
PORTIONS OF THE
BHAGAVAD GITA,
UPANISHADS,
MAHABHARATA, AND
RAMAYANA ARE
SELECTIVELY TAUGHT
IN SANSKRIT TO
STUDENTS OVER A
PERIOD OF EIGHT
YEARS AFTER THEY
PASS OUT OF CLASS 10

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thrissur, Nov 14: Students in
long white robes and white head-
dresses in an Islamic institution un-
waveringly reciting ‘slokas’ and
‘mantras’ in Sanskrit under the
watchful gaze of their Hindu gurus,
is what sets apart a Muslim edu-
cational organisation in Thrissur
district of central Kerala.
“Gurur brahma gurur vishnu,
} Gurur devo maheshwara, Gurur
saakshaat param brahma, Tasmai
shri gurave namaha,” one such

student recites on being asked to
do so in Sanskrit by his professor.

“Uttamam (excellent),” the pro-
fessor responds in Sanskrit, as an-
other student finishes reciting a dif-
ferent ‘sloka’ asked of him.

All conversations between the
student and the professor in the
class are in Sanskrit.

The objective behind teaching
Sanskrit, Upanishads, Puranas, is
to inculcate in the students knowl-
edge and awareness about other
religions, Onampilly Muhammad
Faizy, the principal of the Academy
of Sharia and Advanced Studies
(ASAS) run by Malik Deenar
Islamic Complex (MIC), said.

Another reason, and the main
one, for teaching Sanskrit to the stu-
dents at MIC ASAS was Faizy’s
own academic background as he
had studied Shankara philosophy.

“Therefore, I felt that students
should know about other religions
and their customs and practices. But
an in-depth study of Sanskrit as well
as the Upanishads, shastras,
Vedanta would not be possible dur-
ing the eight-year study period,” he
told PTL.

“Instead, the idea is to provide
basic knowledge about these and
create an awareness in them about
another religions,” Faizy said.

Important portions of the
Bhagavad Gita, Upanishads,
Mahabharata, Ramayana are se-
lectively taught in Sanskrit to the
students over a period of eight
years after they pass out of Class
10, he said.

The selective teaching of these
texts is because the institution is
primarily a Sharia college where
other languages, like Urdu and
English are also taught besides a
degree course in Arts as it is affil-
iated to the Calicut University.

“The academic workload is huge.
Therefore, we take in students who
can handle it and also maintain
strict standards. There is an en-

trance exam for admitting stu-
dents,” he said.

Some of the students recently told
the media that initially it was tough
tolearn Sanskrit, just like Arabic,
but by continuously studying and
practising, it becomes easier over
time.

“It is a tough task initially. Just
like Arabic. But if we study it con-
tinuously, repeatedly practice it,
just like with Arabic, it becomes eas-
ier over a period of time. The reg-
ular classes and the tests also help
ustolearnit,” one of the students
said.

Another student said he was ex-
cited to learn Sanskrit and hear the

‘slokas’.

Justlike his classmate, he too was
of the view that like Arabic, “if
you put in the effort, it becomes eas-
ier to learn.”

While there has been no objec-
tion from parents of the students
or anyone else, a major challenge
has been finding good faculty to
teach Sanskrit, the Bhagavad Gita,
Upanishads, properly to the stu-
dents.

“That is why we were able to
start teaching Sanskrit just seven
years ago and it is also the reason
that it is being taught only at this
branch -- one of seven,” principal
Faizy said.

We have an excellent faculty
here who have devised a good cur-
riculum for the students, he noted.

The response from the side of the
students too has been encourag-
ing as they have shown an interest
in learning Sanskrit, the princi-
pal added.

One of the faculty, professor KK
Yatheendran, told media when he
was invited to teach there, Faizy
“was concerned whether I would
have reservations about teaching
inan Arabic institution asIwas a
Hindu.”

“I said there is no Hindu or
Muslim issue here. I am coming

there ready to teach. So, I have no
such reservations,” he told the
media.

Dr Ramesh, who also teaches
Sanskrit at MIC ASAS, said that the
students there have never heard of
Sanskrit before coming there.

“They have not even learnt it
in school. But as we move from
one phase to another, the students
are able to speak a little in Sanskrit,
learn 'padams' and are able to un-
derstand some 'slokas' also,” ac
cording to him.

The visuals of the Sanskrit
classes are posted on the institute’s
Facebook page.

Atatime when political parties
in Kerala are at loggerheads over
alleged saffronisation of higher
education institutions or them be-
coming centres of communism,
this Islamic institution is setting
an example by teaching its stu-
dents Sanskrit and the Bhagavad
Gita along with Arabic and the
Quran.

Hafiz Aboobacker; one of the co-
ordinators at the institute, told a
media channel that it was impor-
tant to learn about Islam, but knowl-
edge about other religions was also
important and that is also a reason
for including Sanskrit in the syl-
labus.

Assembly polls 25 fierce Hinduwadis
will contest as independent candi-
dates,” Muthalik said.

Toliberate Datta Peetha, to stop
killings of Gomatha (cows), to free
from Christian religious conversion,
to save Hindu women from Love
Jihad, they are contesting polls,
with a resolve to protect Hindus, he
said.

The Datta Peetha shrine issue has
been a controversial one in
Karnataka for several years. A
temple in the name of Dattatreya
and a dargah in the name of Sufi
saint Baba Budan Dargah are lo-
cated at the cave in the
Bababudangiri Hills of the Western
Ghats.

Muthalik had recently said that
he will contest in the next Assembly
elections and that a study is on to
finalise a constituency from where
he has to contest.

Kerala to aware
schoolkids against
body shaming

AGENCIES

Thiruvananthapuram, Nov 14:
The Kerala government will create
awareness among school students
against body shaming and will
consider making it part of the ed-
ucation curriculum, State General
Education Minister V Sivankutty
has said.

The minister said body shaming
was a heinous act and there are
many who have lost sanity, being
victims of it.

In a Facebook post, Sivankutty
said someone had commented on
his photo asking him to reduce his
tummy.

“I had replied saying that body -
shaming is a heinous act. No mat-
ter what the explanation is, body
shaming phrases are the worst. It

The state government
will consider making it
part of the education
curriculum

is said as though in a loving man-
ner. This happens in our society on
many levels. There are many among
us who have lost our sanity, being
victims of body shaming,”
Sivankutty said.

He shared the experience of one
of his friend’s brother, a school
student, who had to face discrim-
ination due to his colour. The boy
later complained to the teachers
after which the other students
turned against him. The minister
said the boy had to change schools
and suffered a lot of trauma.

“I repeat, we should end body
shaming. Let’s be modern people,”
the minister said.

“Let’s discuss how such aware-
ness can be made a part of the ed-
ucation curriculum.
Simultaneously, let’s discuss how
to deal with such situations during
teachers' training programmes,”
Sivankutty said.

The minister, in his Facebook
post, said he will talk to the boy who
faced discrimination and will ask
his family to give him confidence.
He underlined that it’s not one’s
colour or wealth that matters but
ideals like goodness of heart.
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A conspiracy is
‘ being hatched
against the
state. A malicious
campaign has been
unleashed against
the government and :
the TMC as a part of it. Those who
don't like Bengal keep maligning us
(TMC) and hatching conspiracies

MAMATA BANERJEE | WEST BENGAL CM
‘ Maharaja Hari
Singh's plea to

accede to India not
just once but thrice

KIREN RULU |
LAW MINISTER
Pandit Nehru —
the maker of ﬁ

Nehru rejected

‘ modern India. @l
21st India cannot be N
imagined without his
tremendous
contribution

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE |
CONGRESS PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

Il 3 govt officials dead
in J&K road accident

Bhaderwah/Jammu: Three
officials died and one more
was critically injured when
their vehicle skidded off a
road and plunged into a deep
gorge in Jammu and Kashmir's
Doda district on Monday,
police said. Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
expressed grief over the
accident and directed the
district administration to
provide all possible assistance
to the injured. The vehicle was
carrying a team of the Roads
and Building department
when it met with the accident.

......................................

B Man missing for
4 yrs found dead

Ghaziabad: A woman and her
paramour were arrested here
Monday after the skeletal remains
of her husbhand, who was missing
for the last four years, were dug
up from the premises of her
boyfriend's home, the police
said. The arrested individuals
have been identified as Savita
and Arun. The skeletal remains
have been sent for postmortem
and DNA test. During
questioning, Arun told the
police that he has been in a
relationship with Savita since
2017. Her hushand Chandravir
had seen hoth of them in
objectionable positions on
several occasions. Following that,
there was tension in the marital
life of Chandravir and Savita.

......................................

Girl bleeds to death
after being raped

Unnao: A college student in
Uttar Pradesh's Unnao died
due to excessive bleeding after
she was raped repeatedly by a
25-year-old man. The accused,
who has now been arrested,
had taken a performance
enhancing pill before the act.
According to the police, the
man, Raj Gautam, raped her
when she was alone at home.
Despite the victim's protest, he
continued to rape her till she
fainted and started bleeding

from her private parts. .

Stalin inspects rain-hit
delta areas, flays Oppn
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Cuddalore/Chennai (TN), Nov 14:
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin Monday inspected the
Cauvery delta areas that were bat-
tered by heavy rains, directed of-
ficials to estimate the crop loss
and ordered ¥1,000 cash assistance
to affected people.

After inspection in Cuddalore
and Mayiladuthurai districts,
Stalin, answering a question on
crop loss and compensation and
the demand of the main opposi-
tion AIADMK, told reporters that
officials have been asked to de-
termine the extent of loss.

Following the review, the Chief
Minister ordered a cash relief of
1,000 to all the family card hold-
ers (Public Distribution System
cards) residing in Sirkazhi and
Tharangampadi talukas of

Mayiladuthurai district, severely
affected by the recent showers.

ATADMK interim general sec-
retary and Leader of Opposition
K Palaniswami Sunday de-
manded that the government
provide 30,000 per acre as com-
pensation to farmers.

Stalin said the Opposition par-
ties would come up with claims to
criticise the government and gain
political mileage, and he was not
worried about it.

The exercise to estimate damage
to standing crops and compensation
would be based on people's expec-
tations, he said. The Chief Minister
gave away assistance, which in-
cludes 4,100 in cash for partial
damage to hutments and a bag of
10-kg rice and clothes to the af-
fected people. He was accompa-
nied by his senior Cabinet col-
leagues and officials briefed him on
the initiatives being pursued in
rain-hit areas to restore normalcy.

Northeast monsoon has been
active over the State, and
Cuddalore and Mayiladuthurai
districts have borne the brunt of
the downpour.
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now at their fingertips

This is a new era of
technological and
information

revolution. Children are now
aware about various domestic,
social and environmental issues.
With the advent of technology,
knowledge and information are
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The dengue infestation has spread
to almost all the 11 districts of the
Mizoram, which has till October
recorded an exponential jump of
934 per cent in the incidence of the
disease over that of last year, a
health official said

FITNESS TEST: Punjab police personnel take part in a long jump competition during the Punjab Police Games 2022 in Jalandhar, Punjab
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India may see faster progress Shivakumar appears before ED again
on climate goals, says report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 14: Atleast three
of the four top emitters of
greenhouse gases - China, the EU
and India - are expected to see
faster progress towards a clean
energy economy than they have
set out in national plans or NDCs,
according to a new analysis
released Monday.

The report, “Big Four: Are major
emitters downplaying their cli-
mate and clean energy progress?”,
by the UK-based Energy and
Climate Intelligence Unit, suggests
interconnected global crises and
market mechanisms are driving
the shift towards electric vehicles,
low-carbon heating and
renewables around the world, in
particular in those four countries.

Rapid price reductions, which
make wind and solar power
vastly cheaper than fossil fuel
alternatives, concerns over
energy security and access, and
in Europe, the support for
Ukraine, are driving this
momentum, while EV sales are
accelerating with major
markets reaching tipping points.

In the three countries, these
forces are strong enough that
they may well be on track to
outstrip their emissions targets
under the Paris Agreement, which
indicates a more positive picture
for limiting global warming to 1.5
degree Celsius, the report said.

In India, the authors noted, the
rollout of renewable energy,
particularly solar, is accelerating
rapidly and will transform India’s
electricity sector this decade.

In August, India released its
updated nationally determined
contributions and now stands com-
mitted to reducing emissions in-
tensity of its GDP by 45 per cent by
2030, from the 2005 level, and achiev-

According to "Global
Carbon Budget Report
2022", the top four CO2
emitters in 2021 were

China (31 per cent), the US
(14 per cent), the European
Union (8 per cent) and
India (7 per cent)

ing about 50 per cent cumulative
electric power installed capacity
from non-fossil fuel-based energy
resources by 2030.

These NDCs are, however, con-
tingent on delivery of finance and
technology transfer.

NDCs are national plans to limit
global temperature rise to well
below 2 degrees Celsius, prefer-
ably to 1.5 degrees Celsius, as ad-
vocated in the Paris Agreement.

“Coal generation will become
an increasingly unprofitable back-
up for wind and solar; a function that
will itself inevitably fall away as
storage takes off,” the report said.

Citing the draft National

Electricity Plan, it said the total gen-
erating capacity of India's coal-
fired power plants doubled between
2007 and 2017 and the Central
Electricity Authority sees coal-
fired capacity increasing by less
than 20 percent over the next decade.

“Over the same period, the
capacity of renewable generation
is set to soar by 250 per cent,”
according to the report.

“This picture is reinforced by
the plans of some leading com-
panies. The giant Adani con-
glomerate plans to put 70 per cent
of its capital investment this
decade into the energy transi-
tion, including renewables and
green hydrogen - a total of
$50-70 bn (billion). Reliance
Industries will invest $80 bn in re-
newable energy projects in
Gujarat alone” the report read.

Financing India’s decarbonisa-
tion transition is also helped by a
significant partnership with
Germany, signed earlier in 2022,
that could unlock up to $10.5 billion
in assistance through to 2030 to
boost clean energy resources.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 14: Karnataka
Congress president D K
Shivakumar Monday appeared be-
fore the Enforcement Directorate
in Delhi for a fresh round of ques-
tioning in the National Herald
money laundering case.

This is the second time that the
federal agency is recording his
statement in the case that has been
registered under the criminal sec-
tions of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA). The 60-
year-old former Karnataka cabi-
net minister told reporters he has
furnished all documents sought
by the agency in connection with
the probe and that he had to depose
again despite seeking a three-week
deferment of the summons.

“They have summoned me again
on the Young Indian issue...I had
sent some papers to them (ED) but
probably they are not satisfied.”

“We respect them, we respect the

Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and
other senior Congress leaders
like Mallikarjun Kharge and
Pawan Bansal have been ques-
tioned by the ED over the last few /'
months in the National Herald

money laundering case

NATIONAL
HERALD
CASE

summons and we respect
the institution. There is
nothing to hide and what-
ever we have given (as a
donation to Young Indian)
is for charitable work,” he
said. Shivakumar and his MP
brother D K Suresh have donated an
unspecified amount of money in the
past to Young Indian.

“There is nothing wrong in this
(giving donation)...Many well-wish-
ers have done so,”Shivakumar,
who said he came straight from
the Mahakal temple in Ujjain for
his deposition, told reporters.

The Congress leader had skipped

VERDICT OVER SHIVLING'

WORSHIP POSTPONED

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Varanasi (UP), Nov 14: A fast-
track court Monday postponed
till November 17 its judgment
on a plea seeking permission to
allow the worship of a “Shivling”
claimed to have been found
inside the Gyanvapi mosque
complex here.

Civil Judge (senior division)
Mahendra Pandey postponed the
judgment till November 17,
Assistant District Government
Counsel Sulabh Prakash said.

After hearing the arguments
of both the sides to the dispute, the
court had, October 27, reserved its
order on the suit for November 8.
As the judge was on leave
November 8, the matter was posted

for Monday. Plaintiff Kiran Singh,
general secretary of the Vishwa
Vedic Sanatan Sangh, May 24
filed the suit in the Varanasi dis-
trict court, seeking a ban on the
entry of Muslims into the
Gyanvapi complex, handing over
of the complex to the Sanatan
Sangh and permission to offer
prayers to the “Shivling”. On May
25, District Judge A K Vishvesh
had ordered the transfer of the suit
to the fast-track court.

The Varanasi district
magistrate, the police
commissioner, the Anjuman
Intezamia Committee, which
manages the affairs of the
Gyanvapi mosque, and the
Vishwanath Temple Trust were
made respondents in the suit.

he Morbi bridge collapse in

Gujarat October 30 which left

135 dead including 55 children
rates as one of the worst ‘man-made’
disaster of recent times.

The Supreme Court Monday
agreed to list for hearing a PIL
seeking constitution of a judi-
cial commission to probe the
Morbi bridge collapse.

A bench of Chief Justice D
Y Chandrachud and Justice J B
Pardiwala took note of the sub-
mission of lawyer Vishal
Tiwari, who has filed the PIL,
that the matter needed an ur-
gent hearing. Meanwhile, the
Gujarat High Court is likely to
hear the suo motu PIL Tuesday,
as the matter was not taken up
Monday because of the unavail-
ability of the bench headed by
Chief Justice Aravind Kumar.

The social activist Sanjeev Ezhava
in his PIL has sought dismantling

of the five-member committee
formed by the state government
toprobe the collapse and formation
of a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) comprising experts from the
IIT to make structural scrutiny of
the pedestrian bridge. It has been
contended that Oreva Group has no
expertise or knowledge in repairs,
maintenance or renovation and
therefore sub-contracted the work
to a little know contractor
Devprakash solutions for Z2 crore.

This sub-contractor only re-
placed the wooden deck with alu-
minium ones and did not touch
upon the weak and corroded sus-
pension cables.

Neither the municipality nor
the Oreva group sought any tech-
nical advice or approval regard-
ing the structural design nor was
any fitness certificate issued be-
fore re-opening it for the public.
Though the High Court rejected

Sanjeev’s PIL on the ground that
multiple litigations were unwar-
ranted, it permitted him to assist
the court in the PIL it has filed.

Despite multiple allegations of
violations, only the small fry has
been arrested - two managers of
the firm Oreva, ticket collectors,
three security guards and the
bridge repair contractors - while
the top brass of the firm are yet
to be arrested.

Oreva Managing director,
Jaysukhbhai Patel who was pres-
ent with his family at the re-open-
ing of the bridge and had publicly

claimed that it will now hold up
for at least 8 to 10 years is miss-
ing and has not been sighted
thereafter. Speculation is rife that
powerful forces within the rul-
ing establishment are protecting
him and he is likely to surface only
after the ensuing polls get over.
Meanwhile, the police demand
for further remand of the two
accused managers.

The Prime Minister’s ‘ high
optics’ visit November 1, the last
day of his 3- day tour of offi-
cial engagements in Gujarat and
emphasis on ‘detailed, impar-
tial and extensive’ inquiry after
chairing a high-level meeting
notwithstanding, the fact is that
his own party has been ruling the
Morbi municipality.

It had won all the 52 seats in
2021.Civic body president Kusum
Parmar and chief officer
Sandipsinh Jhala have washed

MORBI BRIDGE COLLAPSE MAY CHANGE POLL EQUATION

themselves clean of all responsi-
bility though the later has subse-
quently been suspended. The two
aver that the company was solely
responsible for safety, security, op-
erations and maintenance.

Except for two small stints - all
totalling over two years - when
the Congress held sway, the BJP
has been ruling the Morbi mu-
nicipality almost continuously
since 1986.

The mishap is expected to have
a significant fallout in the ensu-
ing state Assembly elections, par-
ticularly in Saurashtra where the
ruling party was on a weak wicket
in the 2017 elections.

In 2017, the Congress had bagged
30 of the total 54 seats in Saurashtra
and Kutch region to the BJP’s 23
with one going to others. This was
a shot in the arm to the Congress
which had got only 16 seats in 2012
with the BJP bagging 35 and oth-

5PN >

the scheduled summons of
November 7 citing his pro-
fessional engagement and
the ongoing Bharat Jodo
Yatra led by party leader
Rahul Gandhi that was tra-
versing through Karnataka.

He and D K Suresh were last
questioned by the ED in the case
last month after which Shivakumar
told reporters outside the agency’s
office on A P J Abdul Kalam Road
in central Delhi that he was asked”

a lot of questions” about Young
Indian, the company that owns
National Herald, his family members, ~
and institutions linked to him. ~

Dimple Yadav files
nomination for
Mainpuri bypoll
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mainpuri (UP), Nov 14:
Samjawadi Party candidate for
the Mainpuri Lok Sabha bypoll
Dimple Yadav filed her nomination
papers Monday and said her
father-in-law Mulayam Singh
Yadav’s blessings are with her.
The December 5 bypoll was
necessitated after the seat fell
vacant following the demise of SP
patriarch Mulayam Singh Yadav
October 10. The result of the by-
poll will be declared December 8.
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav and
MP Ramgopal Yadav accompanied
44-year-old Dimple during the fil-
ing of nomination papers at the
District Magistrate’s office here.
However, no one from

Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) chief Shivpal Singh Yadav’s
family accompanied Dimple to the
DM's office. Before submitting the
papers, Dimple, wife of Akhilesh
Yadayv, touched the feet of MP
Ramgopal Yadav.

After filing her nomination pa-
pers, Dimple said, “Mainpuri gave
recognition to ‘netaji’, and ‘ne-
taji’ gave recognition to Mainpuri.
Netaji's blessings are with me,
and in the elections, the blessings
of the people of Mainpuri will be
with the SP.” Former MP from
Mainpuri Tej Pratap and SP dis-
trict president Alok Sakya also
accompanied them. Filing of nom- -
inations has started and the last date
for filing nominations is November ¢
17. The BJP, which is aiming to
turn the apple cart of SP in its
stronghold Mainpurilikeitdidre-
cently in Azamgarh and Rampur,—
is yet to announce its nominee to
take on Dimple.

ers picking up the remaining 3
seats. The bridge collapse is ex-
pected to become a poll issue with
the Congress opposition and AAP
pouncing on it to rub in the
charges they have been levelling
against the BJP government.

What is galling is that a
‘watchmaker’ was handpicked to
repair a 143-year old-suspen-
sion bridge this year without
any tender without any expert
supervision nor safety audit
and the bridge was re-opened
without a safety and comple-
tion certificate being issued.

The agreement does not fix re-
sponsibility for accidents and loss
of life, gives commercial and brand-
ing rights to the watchmaker till
2037 and, wonder of all wonders,
rules out any ‘interference’ by
government or government agency
in the management and mainte-
nance of the bridge!
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The
coronavirus
wave, which

seemed to be slightly
slowing, is starting to
spread again in the
winter season
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B Shooting kills one

Alabama (US): Gunshots
erupted at the end of a south
Alabama city's signature
annual event, a parade
capping off the National
Peanut Festival, leaving one
person dead, another
wounded and sending terrified
spectators ducking for cover.
With thousands of people
lining the streets of Dothan on
Saturday, the parade was
nearing its conclusion when a
series of gunshots rang out
around what video showed a
group was gathered near an
intersection.

M 3killed, 2 injured

Charlottesville (US): Three
people have been killed and
two others were wounded in a
shooting at a parking garage
at the University of Virginia,
according to the school's
president, and police searched
Monday for a student who
was a suspect. The shooting
around 10:30 pm Sunday
“resulted in three fatalities;
two additional victims were
injured and are receiving
medical care,” President Jim
Ryan said in a letter to the
university community posted
on social media. He identified
the suspect as Christopher
Darnell Jones Jr.

.......................................

B Girl abducted

Johannesburg: The abduction
of an eight-year-old Indian-
origin girl in South Africa's
Cape Town and the alleged
inaction of the police in
probing the case has
triggered protests by the
residents of the city. Abirah
Dekhta, a student of Rylands
Primary School, was abducted
on the morning of November 4
from her school transport
vehicle by some unknown
persons while she was
waiting for another student.
Her parents settled in Cape
Town from India some years
ago. Her father runs a mobile
phone shop in the city.
However, even after the
passage of 10 days, police
remain tight-lipped about the
probe, prompting the
residents of the Indian-
dominated suburb of
Gatesville in Cape Town to
demand answers from the
authorities.

Permanent Indian residents can now be part

NEARLY 1 LAKH
INDIANS BECAME
PERMANENT
RESIDENTS OF
CANADA IN 2021. ONE
IN FIVE PEOPLE
COMING TO CANADA
WERE BORN IN INDIA,
THE STATISTICS
CANADA DATA
SHOWS, MAKING IT
THE TOP COUNTRY
OF BIRTH FOR

RECENT ARRIVALS '
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UP AND DOWN: Motormg enthusiasts take part in the annual VSCC Lakeland Trial at Honister Slate Mine in Keswick, Britain

ILLEGAL MIGRATION|

UK SIGNS PACT
WITH FRANCE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Nov 14: UK Home
Secretary Suella Braverman
Monday signed a new agreement
with neighbouring France, which
will see enhanced French patrols
to curb the rising number of ille-
gal migrants crossing the English
Channel into England in danger-
ous small boats.

The Indian-origin minister is
in France to finalise the new
arrangement, which will also see
specialist UK officers embedded
with their French counterparts
for the first time as part of the
new financial agreement.

The UK's annual payment to
France to help police the border is
set to rise to Euro 72 million in
2022-23 from Euro 62.7 million for
2021-22. Under the new UK-France
joint agreement, the number of of-
ficers patrolling the French coast
at Calais to stop people setting off
to the English coast at Dover will
rise from 200 to 300.

“There are no quick fixes, but this
new arrangement will mean we
can significantly increase the num-
ber of French gendarmes patrolling
the beaches in northern France
and ensure UK and French offi-
cers are working hand in hand to
stop the people smugglers,”
Braverman said.

“We must do everything we can
to stop people making these dan-
gerous journeys and crack down on
the criminal gangs. This is a global
challenge requiring global solu-
tions, and it is in the interests of
both the UK and French govern-
ments to work together to solve
this complex problem,” she said.

British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak also flagged the issue as an
“absolute priority” and said he
was "confident we can bring the
numbers down".“I do think that
the absolute priority that British
people have right now, asdo I, is
to grip illegal migration," Sunak
told reporters en route to
Indonesia for the G20 summit as
the agreement was announced
in London.

According to official estimates,
more than 40,000 people have
crossed in small boats so far this
year, up from 28,526 last year and
8,404 the year before.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Toronto, Nov 14: The Canadian
Armed Forces (CAF) have an-
nounced that permanent residents,
which includes a large number of
Indians, will now be allowed to en-
list, as the military struggles with
low recruitment levels, according
to a media report.

The move also comes five years
after the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP) announced that
they're changing their "outdated re-
cruitment process", means allow-
ing permanent residents who have
lived in Canada for 10 years to
apply, CTV News reported.

Permanent residents were pre-
viously only eligible under the
Skilled Military Foreign Applicant
(SMFA) entry programme, which
was "open for individuals ... that
would reduce training costs or fill
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Of course
China remains
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JEFF BEZOS TO GIVE AWAY

MOST OF HIS FORTUNE

an important business
and trade partner. But
the Asia-Pacific region
encompasses far more
than just China

OLAF SCHOLZ |
GERMAN CHANCELLOR

REUTERS

Blden, Xi seek to avoid conflict

HIGH PROFILE MEET AT BALI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bali, Nov 14: US President Joe
Biden and his Chinese counter-
part Xi Jinping Monday held their
first in-person meeting here with
both leaders underscoring the need
to manage their differences and
prevent a conflict, amid Beijing's
coercive military posturing against
Taiwan and in the strategic Indo-
Pacific region.

The high-profile meeting be-
tween Biden and Xi that lasted
nearly three hours took place on the
margins of the G20 summit here in
this Indonesian city. Both leaders
shook hands and greeted each other
with smiles, standing in front of a
row of US and Chinese flags.

This is their first face to face
meeting after Biden became pres-
ident two years back. They have,
however, talked on phone —and as
vice president earlier Biden had
been in touch with the Chinese
strongman. The two leaders did
not wear masks.

In his opening remarks, Biden
said that he was committed to keep-
ing the lines of communication
open with Xi."I'm committed to
keep lines of communication open
between you and me personally,
but our governments across the
board, because our two countries
have so much that we have the op-
portunity to deal with,” he said.

"As the leaders of our two nations
share responsibility in my view
to show that China and the US can

Istanbul explosmn

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Istanbul, Nov 14: Turkish police
said Monday that they have de-
tained a Syrian woman with sus-
pected links to Kurdish militants
and that she confessed to planting
abomb that exploded on a bustling
pedestrian avenue in Istanbul,
killing six people and wounding
several dozen others.

Sunday's explosion occurred on
Istiklal Avenue, a popular thor-
oughfare lined with shops and
restaurants that leads to the iconic
Taksim Square.

“A little while ago, the person
who left the bomb was detained by

aspecialneed ... such asatrained
pilot or a doctor;" according to the
Royal United Services Institute of
Nova Scotia, a not-for-profit asso-
ciation of retired and serving mem-
bers of the CAE.

Right now, candidates must be cit-
izens of Canada, over 18 years old
(or 16, providing they have parental
consent), and have a grade 10 or

Currently the China-US
relationship is in such a
situation that we all care a lot

about it because this is not
the fundamental interest 6
of our two countries and
peoples, and it is not what the
international community
expects (from) us

XI JINPING | CHINESE PRESIDENT

I'm commiitted to keep lines
of communication open
between you and me

personally, but our

governments across the

board, because our two
countries have so much that
we have the opportunity to
deal with

JOE BIDEN | US PRESIDENT

manage our differences, prevent
competition from becoming any-
thing even near conflict and find
ways to work together on urgent,
global issues that require our mu-
tual cooperation," he added.

On his part, Xi said the world is
paying attention to the high-stakes
meeting between him and President
Biden.

"Currently the China-US rela-
tionship is in such a situation that
we all care a lot about it because this

= =1 4
Police members work at the scene after an
explosion on busy pedestrian Istiklal street in Istanbul,

Turkey

is not the fundamental interest of
our two countries and peoples, and
it is not what the international
community expects (from) us," Xi
said.

"As leaders of the two major
countries we need to chart the
right course for the US China re-
lationship. We need to find the
right direction for the bilateral re-
lationship going forward and ele-
vate the relationship,” he added,
speaking through a translator.

At least 46
other people
@ were also

¥ detained for
! questioning, the
Istanbul Police
Department said
in a statement

REUTERS

our Istanbul Police Department
teams,” Interior Minister Suleyman
Soylu announced early on Monday.
Police later identified the suspect as
Ahlam Albashir, a Syrian national.

grade 12 education depending on if
they plan to enlist as an officer.
These criteria— except, of course,
the citizenship requirement — will
also apply to permanent residents.

The CAF sounded an alarm in
September over a severe shortage
of recruits to fill thousands of va-
cant positions, meeting about half
the number of applicants it needs

At least 46 other people were
also detained for questioning,
the Istanbul Police Department
said in a statement. Sunday's ex-
plosion was a shocking reminder

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos said
he will give away the majority
of his wealth during his
lifetime, becoming the latest
billionaire to pledge to donate
much of his vast fortune

India joins 57 nations
in long-term strategies
for net-zero pathways

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Nov 14: India Monday
joined 57 nations to have submit-
ted long-term strategies for net-
zero pathways at the on-going UN
climate summit, COP27, in Egypt.
This is a follow-up of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's speech
in Glasgow where he commit-
ted to India meeting net-
zero goal by 2070. The
report, Long Term
Low Carbon
Development
Strategy (LT-
LEDS), was
launched by

India's
long-term strategy
shall involve the

mainstreaming of climate
finance and the development of  adaptation in

further priority area will also be
the development of green taxonomy
for the power sector.

Develop an integrated, efficient,
inclusive, low carbon transport
system: The LT-LEDS section on
transport includes priority planned
actions around a phased transi-
tion to cleaner fuels. Demand side

management measures have
also been mentioned,
along with measures
on traffic man-
agement and in-
telligent trans-
port systems.

Promote

Environment | noy muyltilateral mechanisms —Urbandesign,
Minister energy and
Bhupender for supporting innovation,  material effi-
Yadav at the ciency in build-
India@75 pavilion and teChnOlOgy ings, and sus-
at the COP27 venue development tainable

in Sharm El-Sheikh. urbanisation:

India's approach is based on
four pillars that inform its climate
policy landscape, namely its low his-
toric contribution toward global
warming, significant future en-
ergy needs of the country, national
circumstances as it pertains to
committing to low-emission growth
strategies, and the need to build cli-
mate resilience.

More than 100-page document
specifies that it will focus on the
following seven sectoral priorities
to meet India's decarbonisation
goals.

They are low carbon develop-
ment in electricity systems con-
sistent with development: The
Indian government will prioritise
demand side management for fu-
ture planning of power systems.

The LT-LEDS also mentions the
rationalisation of fossil fuels, "with
due regard to energy security". A

Syrian woman held

of the anxiety that stalked the
Turkish population during years
when such attacks were com-
mon.

The country was hit by a string
of deadly bombings between 2015
and 2017, some by the Islamic
State group, others by Kurdish
militants who seek increased au-
tonomy or independence.

Police said the suspect told
them during her interrogation
that she had been trained as a
“special intelligence officer” by
the outlawed Kurdistan Workers'
Party, as well as the Syrian Kurdish
group the Democratic Union Party
and its armed wing.

of Canadian military

per month to meet the goal of
adding 5,900 members this year.

While the armed forces haven't
said whether the recent move was
made to boost recruitment,
Christian Leuprecht, a professor at
the Royal Military College of
Canada, says that it makes good
sense. "In the past, the CAF has
had the luxury of being able to
limit itself to citizens because it has
had enough applicants. This is no
longer the case," Leuprecht told
CTVNews.ca in an email.

He added, "The CAF had resisted
opening up the ranks to permanent
residents because it does create ad-
ditional burdens and risks, in terms
of security clearances, for instance."
But recruiting non-citizens isn't by
any means something new, he points
out, arguing many other countries
have done this for years.

"Countries such as France use

military service as either a path-
way to citizenship or an accelerated
pathway to citizenship; but since
Canadian citizenship is relatively
easy for permanent residents to
obtain, it's not clear that would
offer a major incentive in the
Canadian case," he said. In March,
Defence Minister Anita Anand
said that the CAF needs to grow
if it is to meet global demands
triggered by Russia's ongoing
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine.

“Time is of the essence in
everything we do when so much
is at stake for Canada and for
the world. We are facing the great-
est threat to international peace
and stability since the end of the
Second World War,” she said in
a press conference at the time.
“What can a country like ours, an
incredible country like ours, bring
to the table?”

Adaptation measures have
been prioritised in the urban de-
velopment section of the LT-LEDS
along with low-carbon modes of
municipal service delivery and
waste management.

Promote economy-wide decou-
pling of emissions from growth,
and development of an efficient, in-
novative, low-emission industrial
system: India's LT-LEDS for in-
dustrial decarbonisation depends
heavily on measures to improve

e

resource efficiency and exploration -

of fuel switching and electrification
as and when viable.

The strategy document also
places special focus on the decar-
bonisation of MSMEs, which have
been largely absent in India's de-
carbonisation story, despite car-
rying a significant industrial base,
energy demand and being a large
source of employment.

Attack on Imran;
PTI moves SC

I

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad/Lahore, Nov 14:
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Monday
filed multiple writ petitions in the
Supreme Court to get a FIR regis-
tered against Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Interior Minister
and a top Army officer -- the three
persons who the party's chief Imran
Khan had accused of hatching a plot
to assassinate him.

Khan, 70, suffered bullet injuries
in the right leg on November 3
when two gunmen fired a volley of
bullets at him and others in the
Wazirabad area of Punjab province,
where he was leading a protest
march against the Shehbaz Sharif
government.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) chief on Monday asserted
that registering a FIR for the as-
sassination attempt was his right.
On November 8, Punjab police
named Naveed Mohammad
Basheer, the assailant who was
taken into custody, as the prime
accused in the case and filed an
FIR against him.

They are yet to register an
FIR against Prime Minister
Sharif, Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah and ISI Counter
Intelligence Wing head Maj-Gen

=
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Faisal Naseer, the three names——

revealed by Khan, who allegedly
plotted his assassination.
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equipment
manufacturer
demand constitutes
almost 50 per cent of
sales for the Indian
auto component industry. This is
likely to remain healthy in FY2023,
with double-digit growth expected in
both passenger vehicle and
commercial vehicle segments

VINUTAA S | VP AND SECTOR HEAD, ICRA
One year ago,
we made our

‘ way to the

public markets. We
are aware of the
expectations that 2
Paytm carries,and | 1L
assure you that we are on the right
path to profitability and free cash
flows

VIJAY SHEKHAR SHARMA |
FOUNDER & CEO, PAYTM
‘ time the plan is

togettoanIPO
in the next three
years. That’s how we
are planning our

expansion at this
point of time

ROHIT CHENNAMANENI |
CO-FOUNDER, DARWINBOX

SHORT TAKES

M LIC jumps most
since its listing

Bangalore: Shares of Life
Insurance Corporation of India
rose as much as 9.1% Monday,
their best intra-day percentage
gain since listing, after the
country's largest insurer
reported a surge in quarterly
profit Friday. LIC’s profit after
tax surged to ¥159.52 billion in
the July-September quarter,
from ¥14.34 billion a year
earlier, boosted mainly by the
transfer of nearly $1.8 billion
from policy holders’ fund to
shareholders’ fund. The state-
owned insurer, which listed on
Indian stock exchanges in May,
said it transferred ¥142.72
billion from its non-
participating fund to
shareholders’ fund.

At this point of

......................................

PhysicsWallah
profit up 10-fold

New Delhi: Edtech firm
PhysicsWallah (PW) has
recorded a multifold jump in
its net profit to ¥97.8 crore in
the 2021-22 financial year, the
company said Monday. The
unicorn edtech firm had
registered a profit of ¥6.93
crore in the previous financial
year. The operating revenue of
PW jumped close to 10-fold to
3234.09 crore in FY 2022 from
324.6 crore in FY’21. PW
started its journey in 2014 as a
YouTube channel to coach JEE
and NEET aspirants.

......................................

Al joins industry
bodies FIA, AAPA

New Delhi: With a view to
contribute and help shape the
future of the aviation sector, Air
India has joined two key
industry bodies -- the Federation
of Indian Airlines (FIA) and
Association of Asia Pacific
Airlines (AAPA). In the domestic
arena, the flag carrier has
rejoined the FIA which works
with regulatory authorities,
government departments and
other stakeholders with an
overall objective of fostering
safety & growth in the country’s
aviation sector. Regionally, Air
India is now first Indian airline to
join the AAPA, a trade
association for scheduled
international airlines based in
the Asia Pacific region.

......................................

POSOCO gets
new name

New Delhi: India’s national
grid operator ‘Power System
Operation Corporation Ltd
(POSOCO)’ Monday
announced that it has changed
its name to ‘Grid Controller of
India Ltd’. The name has been
changed to reflect the critical
role of grid operators in
ensuring integrity, reliability,
economy, resilience and
sustainable operation of the
Indian electricity grid.
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[TT-Mindtree merger

zets Sebinod; now 5th (et retal inflation eases to 6.77%

largest I'T co

THIS IS ONE OF THE
LARGEST MERGERS

IN THE INDIAN
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY SECTOR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 14: The L&T Group
Monday announced operational-
isation of the merger of Mindtree
with LTI (Larsen & Toubro
Infotech), creating the country’s
sixth largest software firm with
a revenue of $5.25 billion this
year, and the new entity, LTI-
Mindtree, will begin trading from
November 24.

Announcing the merger with
immediate effect, group chair-
man AM Naik said that LTI-
Mindtree will be the fifth largest
software company in terms of
market capitalisation (Rs 1.53
lakh crore of Monday closing).

It will have 90,000 employees on
its rolls, taking the overall head-
count of the software businesses
to 1.21akh, which includes that of
LTTS, spread across in over 30
countries across five continents.

The new company will be head-
quartered in Mumbai, and will be
independent of L&T, which will also
mean that the head of the new en-
tity will not be on the board of
L&T, said Naik, who is the chair-
man of the new entity while L&T
chief executive SN Subrahmanyan
will be vice-chairman.

Naik also said, L&T will con-
tinue to hold 68.73 per cent in the

by m-cap
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merged entity. At the current mar-
ket value Monday closing, the new
entity will have an mcap of
%1,52,672.23 crore, placing it much
ahead of Tech Mahindra and closer
to Wipro. Of the current mcap,
LTT’s share is ¥90,527.45 crore, after
closing over 2 per cent up at ¥5,161.20
on the BSE, and that of Mindtree
is ¥62,144.78 crore, after gaining
nearly 3 per cent at Z3,766.35.

As against this, the industry
leader TCS commands a market
value of ¥12.2 lakh crore, followed
by Infosys at %6.66 lakh crore, HCL:
(Rs 2.98 lakh crore) and Wipro (Rs
2.171akh crore) and Tech Mahindra
at alow 31.03 lakh crore.

Under the merger scheme,
wherein Mindtree will cease to
exist, a Mindtree shareholder
will get 73 LTI shares for every 100
share he/she owns and the record
date for share allocation is
November 24, said Naik.

The two companies announced
the merger in May 2022 and the
operationalisation of the merger
follows the approvals from the
Mumbai and Bangalore NCLT
benches. The company clarified
that it does not need the approval
of the fair trade watchdog CCI.

‘ ‘ ‘ For bringing the
petrol and diesel

under the GST, the states
have to agree. If the
states make the move, we
are ready. We have been
ready all along

HARDEEP SINGH PURI | PETROLEUM
MINISTER

|
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ADANI GETS NOD FOR NDTV OPEN OFFER

Billionaire Gautam Adani’s conglomerate
received the regulatory nod from Sebi to float an
open offer for a further 26% stake in New Delhi
Television Ltd, marking a crucial milestone in a
takeover battle between Asia’s richest person
and the broadcaster’s founders

LITTLE RELIEF

I Annual food inflation 7.01%
in Oct vs 8.60% in Sept

The fall in consumer price
index-based retail
inflation has also brought
some relief for the Reserve
Bank which has been
struggling to bring it below
the upper tolerance level
of 6% since January
this year

REUTERS
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New Delhi, Nov 14: India’s an-
nual retail inflation eased to a
three-month low of 6.77% in
October, helped by a slower rise
in food prices and a higher base ef-
fect, strengthening bets of smaller
rate hikes by the country’s central
bank at its meeting next month.
The October reading was higher
than the central bank’s tolerance
limit of 6%, data released by the
National Statistics Office Monday
showed. The annual retail infla-
tion was 7.41% in September.
Food prices, which account for
nearly 40% of the CPI basket, rose
7.01% in October, compared with
8.60% in September.
Month-on-month retail inflation
rose 0.80% in October, compared
with the previous month, while
retail food inflation rose 1.08% —
reflecting inflationary pressures
in the economy.
Some economists said that al-
though inflation had peaked in
India, the easing process was likely

Edible oil import bill zooms 34%

ACCORDING TO SEA, HIGH VOLATILITY IN GLOBAL PALM OIL PRICES
THIS YEAR AFFECTED INDIA’S PALM OIL BUYING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 14: India’s edible
oil import bill rose 34.18 per cent
to %1.57 lakh crore in the oil year
ending October 2022, while in vol-
ume terms it rose 6.85 per cent to
140.3 lakh tonne, industry body
SEA said Monday.

India, the world’s leading veg-
etable oil buyer, had imported
131.3 lakh tonne of edible oils in
the 2020-21 oil year (November-
October) for ¥1.17 lakh crore in
the previous year, according to
the Solvent Extractors Association
of India (SEA).

Import gradually increased dur-
ing the first two quarters and it
slowed down in the third quarter.
However, it again increased in the
fourth quarter due to the lifting
of aban on palm oil by Indonesia
and a sharp decline in interna-
tional prices which boosted buying
from India, it said.

In March-April for a brief pe-
riod, palm oil was as expensive as
soft oils. Its availability was further
affected in May-June by Indonesia’s
decision to ban exports. As expected,
India’s palm oil buying plunged and

GLOBAL CRYPTO

MELTDOWN
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import of soft oil rose, it said.

Asaresult, there was a decrease
in palm oil import at 79.15 lakh
tonne during the 2021-22 oil year,
when compared with 83.21 lakh
tonne in the previous year, while
soft oil import rose to 61.15 lakh
tonne this year, from 48.12 lakh
tonne in the previous year, it said
in a statement.

Among palm oil products, SEA
said import of RBD palmolein saw
more than two times jump to 18.41
lakh tonne in 2021-22, as against 6.86
lakh tonne in the previous year.

Whereas, import of crude palm
0il (CPO) declined 20 per cent t0 59.94
lakh tonne as against 74.91 lakh
tonne, while that of crude palm
kernel oil (CPKO) dropped to 80,000

tonne from 1,43,000 tonne in the
said period.

Among soft oils, the import of
soyabean oil increased sharply to
41.71 lakh tonne this year from
28.66 lakh tonne in 2020-21, in the
absence of lesser supply of
Sunflower oil in the previous year,
SEA said in a statement.

Similarly, the import of sun-
flower oil rose marginally to 19.44
lakh tonne this year from 18.94
lakh tonnes in the previous year.

As November 1, there was an
opening stock of 24.551akh tonne of
edible oils in the country, India needs
about 191akh tonne of edible oils per
month and currently operates at 40
days stock which is the highest in-
ventory held by India.

Central bank seen to hike rates
by 25 bps -35 bps in Dec

| ;
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Inflation still faced threats in the food segment, as
vegetables and cereal prices did not show signs of a
moderation. We do expect the RBI to continue to
increase the repo rate, albeit by a smaller quantity of

25 bps to 35 bps in the coming policy to be in tune with what

other central banks are doing

MADAN SABNAVIS | CHIEF ECONOMIST, BANK OF BARODA

to remain slow, and it could take up
to two years before the inflation
rate eased to 4% — the middle level
of the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) target.

The RBI’s Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) has raised the
benchmark repo rate by 190 basis
points since the start of a tight-
ening cycle in May, and economists
expect it to raise rates by at least
25 bps at its next meeting, between
December 5 and December 7.

The impact of government meas-
ures, including curbs on export of
wheat and rice, is expected to be felt
more significantly in coming

months, the finance ministry said
in a tweet, after the data release.

RISK FOR GROWTH

Monday’s data comes against
the backdrop of RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das warning last week,
while speaking at an event, that if
inflation remained above 6% for a
prolonged period, it will be detri-
mental to growth.

The central bank and the gov-
ernment have taken several meas-
ures to deal with it effectively over
the last several months, he had said.

Many private economists have
also cut growth projections for

Smartphone shipments
see lowest Q3 since '19

REUTERS

Bangalore, Nov 14: India’s smart-
phone market fell by 10% year-on-
year last quarter to 43.5 million
units, marking the lowest third-
quarter shipment since 2019, and a
high inventory pile-up is expected
tolead to amuted fourth quarter; mar-
ket research firm IDC said Monday.

The 5G smartphone share
reached 36 per cent of total smart-
phones during the reported quar-
ter with 16 million units at a slightly
higher average selling price of $393,
about 332,000, apiece compared to
$377, about 230,600, in the previous
quarter.

Despite the festival season begin-
ning earlier than usual, the unre-
lenting rise in prices pulled down
shipments in the world’s second-
biggest smartphone market, IDC said.

The average selling price jumped
15% year-over-year, and 6% from the
previous quarter, to a record $226,
IDC said. “The average selling price
has grown consistently for the past
eight quarters in a row due to in-
creasing costs and growing 5G ship-

B Xiaomi led the smartphone market
with 21.2% share while Apple led the
premium category with a 63% share

B Samsung regained second slot with
18.5% share. It was followed by Vivo
with 14.6% share, Realme 14.2% and
Oppo 12.5% market share

ments at mid-premium price points,”
said Upasana Joshi, research man-
ager, client devices, IDC.

Moreover; the inventory pile-up and
post-festive tapering in demand will
lead to a muted fourth quarter, said
Navkendar Singh, associate vice
president, devices research, IDC.

IDC expects 2022 shipments of
around 150 million units, a decline
of 89% over the previous year; and
Singh does not expect 2023 to be
any better.

Core inflation seen at 5.9%-6.3%
in Oct vs 6.07%-6.1% in Sept

WPI inflation eases
to 19-month low

he wholesale price index (WPI)-

based inflation dipped to a 19-
month low of 8.39 per cent in October
on easing prices of food, fuel and
manufactured items. Declining for
the fifth consecutive month, the WPI
inflation cooled to single digit after a
gap of one-and-a-half years, giving
some comfort to the RBI which has
been struggling to rein in price rise.
Since April 2021, WPI inflation
remained in double digits for 18
months with September print at
10.79 per cent. Inflation in October
2021 was 13.83 per cent. The earlier
single-digit WPI inflation was record-
ed in March 2021, at 7.89 per cent.

India for the current and next cal-
endar year due to higher inflation,
high interest rates, and slowing
global growth.

Last week, ratings agency
Moody’s revised down India’s GDP
growth forecast to 7% in 2022, from
earlier estimate of 7.7%, and to
4.8% in 2023.

Adding to the upward price pres-
sure on inflation is a weaker rupee
, down around 9% for the year,
which has prompted the RBI to de-
fend the currency by selling dollars
from its reserves.

Excluding the volatile food and
energy components, the core in-
flation rose 5.9% t06.3% last month,
according to three economists’ es-
timates, compared t0 6.07% t06.1%
in September.

Now Amazon to lay
off 10K employees

REUTERS

New Delhi, Nov 14: Amazon.com
Inc is planning to lay off about
10,000 employees in corporate and
technology jobs starting as soon as
this week, the New York Times re-
ported Monday.

The job cuts will focus on the e-
commerce giant’s devices unit,
which houses voice-assistant Alexa,
as well as its retail division and
human resources, according to the
report, which also said the total
number of layoffs remains fluid.

The unit that houses Alexa had
posted an operating loss of more
than $5 billion a year, with Amazon
mulling if it should focus on adding
new capabilities when customers use
the device for only a few functions.

The layoffs represent about 3%
of its corporate staff, the Times re-
ported. Amazon had recently said
it would freeze hiring to corporate
workforce for the next few months.

Amazon is the latest US com-
pany to make deep cuts to its em-
ployee base to brace for a potential
economic downturn.

Last week, Facebook-parent Meta
Platforms said it would cut more
than 11,000 jobs, or 13% of its work-
force, to rein in costs. Other firms
include Elon Musk-owned Twitter
Inc, Microsoft Corp and Snap Inc .

India dodges crypto bullet thanks to RBI

The collapse of FTX empire, which has wiped
out the entire $16 billion fortune of co-founder
Sam Bankman-Fried - one of history’s greatest-ever
destructions of wealth, has shaken confidence in
the already troubled industry that was struggling
to gain mainstream credibility

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 14: Cryptocurrency
markets worldwide have been bat-
tered with billions of dollars being
wiped out but India managed to
stay relatively unscathed thanks
to a cautious approach of the gov-
ernment and the RBIL

While the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has refused to recognise cryp-
tocurrencies and repeatedly issued
warnings against trading in them,
the government fired the tax bullet
to wean off demand.

Net result - Indian investors have
been largely spared from the crypto
meltdown that has taken the total

market value of cryptocurrencies
below $1 trillion in just a year from
$3trillion in 2021 and sent Bahamas-
based crypto exchange FTX into
bankruptcy after a rush of cus-
tomer withdrawals.

In India, the RBI has been res-
olutely opposing virtual currency
from day one while the govern-
ment initially was toying with the
idea of regulating such instru-
ments by bringing a law.

However, the government after
alot of deliberation came to the con-
clusion that global consensus is re-
quired in respect of virtual cur-
rencies as these are borderless and
risks involved are far too high.

FALL FROM GRACE

Total market value of
cryptocurrencies
below $1trn from

$3trn YoY

Bitcoin reached an
all-time high of
over $68K in Nov 2021
after starting the year
at just under $30K and
now trades at $16K

AFTER AN ALL-TIME HIGH
APPROACHING OVER $4,800 IN NOV
2021, ETHEREUM HAS DECLINED
NEARLY 75% TO $1,300

INDUSTRY ESTIMATES PUT
EXPOSURE OF INDIAN
INVESTORS TO CRYPTO ASSETS
AT ONLY 3%

According to the RBI, cryp-
tocurrencies have specifically been
developed to bypass the regulated
financial system and this should
be reason enough to treat them
with caution.

Despite the global meltdown,
India-focused cryptocurrency com-
panies are not ringing the alarm yet.
India’s largest crypto exchanges

WazirX and ZebPay continue op-
erations.

According to Association of
National Exchanges Members of
India (ANMI) president, Kamlesh
Shah, steps taken by the RBI and
government not to give recogni-
tion to cryptocurrency is appro-
priate at this point in time.

India is yet to see savings get-

Who are the heroes? The

Government of India,

SEBI, RBI, etc to call the
BS. If Indian entities like
brokers got into crypto,
imagine how many would
have lost money. Even
without this, around 3%
Indians own crypto. Tailpiece:
This may not be over. Please
do not buy this dip

ABID HASSAN | CEO, SENSIBULL.COM

ting channelised into investment in
a meaningful way to serve eco-
nomic growth, Shah said.

Describing cryptocurrencies as
“clear danger”, Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das in the
Financial Stability Report released
in June had said that anything
that derives value-based on make-
believe, without any underlying,
is just speculation under a so-
phisticated name.

The RBI has been cautioning
the public about such virtual cur-

rencies and the government also
backs the idea of banning private
digital currency.

India’s cautious approach

Although the legality of cryp-
tocurrencies is yet to be decided,
the government, from April 1,
has brought in a 30 per cent in-
come tax plus surcharge and cess
on the transfer of crypto assets,
like Bitcoin, Ethereum, Tether
and Dogecoin.

Also, to keep a tab on the
money trail, a 1 per cent TDS
has been brought in on payments
over 10,000 towards virtual dig-
ital currencies.

Even at present gains from crypto
are chargeable to income tax, but
the Budget 2022-23 announcement
of 30 per cent tax has brought in clar-
ity with regard to the rate at which
the tax has to be paid.

Industry experts said the high
rate of tax and increased compli-
ance requirement due to TDS has
dampened investor mood and crypto
exchanges have seen a decline in
trade volume.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 14: Former India
captain and coach Anil Kumble
feels having totally different squads
in limited overs and Test format is
the way forward for the country in
international cricket.

England’s roaring success in
ODIs and T20Is has ignited the de-
bate for different teams and coaches
in white and red ball cricket.

“Definitely, you need separate
teams. You need, certainly, T20 spe-
cialists. I think what this English
team has shown and even the last
(T20) World Cup champions
Australia have shown is that you
need to invest in a lot of allrounders.
Look at the batting order,” Kumble
told ‘ESPNcricinfo’.

“Today Liam Livingstone is bat-
ting at No.7. No other team has a
No.7 of the quality of Livingstone.
(Marcus) Stoinis walks in at No.6
(for Australia). That’s the kind of
team you have to build. That’s
something that you need to invest
in.

“I'mnot really sure whether you
need a different captain or a dif-
ferent coach. It all depends on what
team you are going to pick and
then choose how you want to build
the support and the leadership
around it.”

Former Australia all-rounder
Tom Moody said splitting coaches
should be seriously considered by
international teams. England have
Brendon McCullum as their Test
coach and Matthew Mott as their
white-ball coach.

“I think there is no doubt that
moving forward, whether it be
player or support management,
there needs to be a serious look
into that separation.

“It seems England have quite a
considerable difference between
their red-ball squad and their white-
ball squad. They’ve created a depth
of quality,” Moody told the cricket
website after England won their sec-
ond T20 World Cup title.

“With regards to England being
the best white-ball team (of all
time), I don’t think they’re there yet.
If they had won in the UAE at the
last T20 World Cup, you could base
an argument, but they weren’t
there in that one. So they’ve missed

a World Cup there. They’'ve missed
that sort of dominance of a cycle.”
Moody said the demands on the
players and the team management
involved in all the formats are
huge. “The price of having suc-
cess is extremely draining. If you
are going to be prepared properly,
it’s very hard to manage it with
three formats,” said Moody.

Paris Games 2024
mascots unveiled

Paris, Nov 14: The mascots for the
2024 Paris Olympics and Paralympics
have been revealed —a Phrygian cap.
The soft bright red cap, also known
as a liberty cap, is an updated ver-
sion of a conical hat worn in an-
tiquity in places such as Persia, the
Balkans, Thrace, Dacia and Phrygia,
aplace inmodern day Turkey where
the name originates.

It later became a symbol of the
pursuit of liberty in the French
Revolution — and is still worn by
the figure of Marianne, the na-
tional personification of France

since that time.

The Olympic cap is triangular in
shape, and comes complete with
friendly smile, blue eyes, tricolor rib-
bon and big colored sneakers. The
Paralympic version features a pros-
thetic leg that goes to the knee.

Organisers said they wanted
something that represented an
“ideal”. They said they chose the
cap as an “allegory of freedom”.

The choice to use it for the Paris
Games seems to draw out links be-
tween modern France and the ancient
world. “The Phrygian cap embodies
the ability we all have together when
we collectively decide to rise up to
strive for better,” Paris organising
committee brand director Julie
Matikhine said.

“This was the case during the
French Revolution and it will be the
case once again with the Paris 2024
Olympic Games because this is a
revolution through sport.”

SPORITS
Time to change things: Kumble

KRISHNAMACHARI SRIKKANTH

This group of England
white ball players is
extraordinary and for
once English cricket has
a trendsetting team the
rest of the world should
emulate. How are

England for inspiration
MICHAEL VAUGHAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Turin, Nov 14: Rafael Nadal’s bid
to win one of the few titles missing
from his glittering career started
poorly as he was beaten in straight
sets by eighth-seeded Taylor Fritz
in their opening match at the ATP
Finals.

After a close-fought opening set,
Fritz dominated the second as the
American secured a 7-6(7-3), 6-1
victory over the top-seeded Nadal
Sunday.

Fritz strengthened his grip on the
match when he broke Nadal’s serve
in the fourth game of the second
set. Nadal fought valiantly to stay
in the match and managed to save
four break points in the sixth game
but Fritz prevailed at the fifth time
of asking to leave him serving for
the match. He closed it out when the
Spaniard sent a forehand long.

It was only Nadal’s second sin-
gles match since the US Open ashe
has struggled with injuries and
also became a father for the first
time in October. Nadal has never
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England going about their business? What
do they do? If | was running Indian cricket, |
would swallow my pride and look at

If I was the Chairman of the selection committee, | would say that Hardik Pandya
should be the captain of the 2024 World Cup, straight away, I'd put it that way -
number one. And start rebuilding a side right from today, that is from the (upcoming)
New Zealand series. You start from today, the preparation for the WC, you need to
understand, starts 2 years in advance. So, you do whatever you want to do, the trial
and error policy, do whatever you want, try it for one year, then you form a team and
by 2023 make sure this is going to be at the level that is going to play the World Cup

N

The players with experience of
playing in T20 leagues around
the world really shone. You
look at India, who have the
biggest T20 league, but their
players do not have the
experience of the guys who are

Expressions say it all: Taylor Fritz is ecstatic after winning a point, while Rafael

4t

playing all over the world. You look at guys like
Alex Hales, Chris Jordan, guys who play in the Big
Bash. It is no coincidence that they (England)
excelled in Australia

DARREN SAMMY

Nadal looks disappointed during their match at ATP Finals, Sunday

won the ATP Finals title in 10 at-
tempts. He finished runner-up in
2010 and 2013.

Earlier, third-seeded Casper
Ruud, who lost in the semifinals last
year, eased to a straight-set vic-

Adil Rashid to put his
name in IPL auction

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Melbourne, Nov 14: Adil Rashid’s
game changing performances in
England’s T20 World Cup win-
ning campaign could certainly
make him a hot property at the up-
coming IPL auction in Kochi
December 23.

Rashid, who literally choked
India and Pakistan in the semi-
final and final with high profile
scalps like Suryakumar Yadav
and Babar Azam, could once again
be seen in an IPL team jersey after
his stint with Punjab Kings.

“Yes, I will be putting up my
name in IPL auctions this time,”
Rashid told this agency after the
World Cup final Sunday. When
asked if he has been in talks with
any team, he replied in the nega-
tive.

While Rashid might have got
only four wickets in six games, he
finished his full quota of overs
in all games at an economy rate
of 6.12. And what could interest
the franchisees is the pace at
which he bowled, potentially mak-
ing him more effective than ever
on tracks like Eden Gardens,
Chepauk or Uppal.

He explained how he has de-
creased his pace and gone for
more flighted deliveries like the

tory over tournament debutant
Felix Auger-Aliassime in the other
Green Group match.

The match was largely domi-
nated by serving and a solitary
break in the seventh game of the
second set proved enough for the
Norwegian player to secure a 7-
6(7-4), 6-4 win over the fifth-seeded
Canadian.

“Ithink this is some of the best
level that T have played since the US
Open,” said Ruud, who lost the
final at Flushing Meadows to Carlos
Alcaraz. “The last couple of months
have been a little bit of a struggle,
Thave to honestly say that, but you
have to accept it as well.

“You will face difficult moments
in your career, and maybe these
last couple of months was one of
those ... It doesn’'t matter how hard
you practice if you don’t win
matches, so today was a great win
for me.”

Novak Djokovic, Stefanos
Tsitsipas, Daniil Medvedev and
Andrey Rublev complete the lineup
in Turin.

Kohli, Surya named in WT20’s ‘Most Valued Team’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Melbourne, Nov 14: Tournament’s
leading run-getter Virat Kohli and
Suryakumar Yadav were on Monday
named in the ‘Most Valuable Team’
of ICC 2022 T20 World Cup.

Indian superstar Kohli ended
as the tournament’s most prolific
batter with 296 runs at a stunning
average of 98.66. Kohli Kick-started
his campaign with a pivotal 82 not
out against arch rivals Pakistan
toanchor his side to a heart-thump-
ing final-ball four-wicket victory.

And further knocks of 64 not out
against Bangladesh, 62 not out
against the Netherlands and 50
against England in the semifinals
helped round off an individual com-
petition to savour for one of the
greatest white-ball batters of the
modern era.

Fellow Indian Suryakumar fin-
ished as the tournament’s third
highest run-scorer with 239 runs
overall. Three half centuries - 51
not out against the Netherlands
in Sydney, 68 against South Africa
in Perth and 61 not out off just 25
balls against Zimbabwe in
Melbourne - helped haul his side

into the semifinals as he scored at
astaggering strike rate of 189.68 in
his six innings.

Another Indian, Hardik Pandya
was named as the 12th man of the
side. Captain, wicketkeeper and
opening batter Jos Buttler, fellow
opener Alex Hales and seamer Sam

5 L ——
Top from (L) Alex Hales, Jos Buttler, Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav,
Mark Wood, Shaheen Shah Afridi; 12th man: Hardik Pandya

Curran all made the cut for England.

New Zealand star Glenn Phillips
and Zimbabwe ace Sikandar Raza
occupy the No.5 and No.6 positions
in the playing eleven. Phillips’
stunning century against Sri Lanka
catapulted his team to a comfort-
able 65-run victory in Sydney.

Glenn Phillips, Sikandar Raza;

Another innings of 62 against
England helped him reach a total
of 201 runs at an average of 40.20.

For Raza, 219 runs and 10 wick-
ets, proved pivotal assets for
Zimbabwe with both bat and ball.
He scored a polished 82 off his 48
balls in his country’s opening game

e,

against Ireland in Hobart, before
further batting contributions
against Scotland, Netherland and
India -- bolstered by a brilliant
three for 25 as Zimbabwe stunned
Pakistan in Perth -- rounded off a
tournament to remember.
Completing the middle order is

Pakistan all-rounder Shadab Khan,
who grabbed an impressive 11 wick-
etsat an average of just 15.00. And
he was similarly impressive with
the bat, striking a solid 92 runs at
an average of 24.50 to help fire his
side to the final in Melbourne.

Sam Curran and Anrich Nortje
line up at No.8 and No.9, with the
former being crowned Player of
the Tournament after a series of
spellbinding bowling displays. The
left-arm seamer claimed remark-
able figures of 3/12 in the final
after getting his tournament un-
derway with a similarly scintil-
lating 5/10 against Afghanistan.

Another bowler who starred
was pace ace Nortje, who finished
with a tournament-best average
of just 8.54. Nortje conceded just 94
runs while in the process of taking
his 11 wickets.

Rounding off the side at No.10
and 11 are fellow pace bowlers Mark
Wood and Shaheen Shah Afridi,
who took nine and 11 wickets re-
spectively for England and Pakistan.
Taking his place as 12th man is
Indian all-rounder Pandya, who
starred with both bat and ball by rack-
ing up 128 runs and eight wickets.

googly to fool Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam.

“Babar’s googly, I don't if it was
the turning point of the match
but I was definitely getting some
turn. I don’t know about Shadab
Khan or Liam Livingstone. I was
bowling a bit more slow today
and got the bigleggies (leg breaks)
going my way. Normally I bowl a
bit quicker and bit shorter. That
was my game plan for me and
that’s the way I bowl,” Adil ex-
plained his strategy.

While Shadab and Livingstone
(when he bowls leg spin) are much
quicker through the air, Rashid be-
lieves in taking the opposite route.
“Shadab and Liam bowl it a bit
quicker and everyone has got their
own way. For me, slower I bowl bet-
ter itis.”

The England team’s massive
transformation over the last seven
years has been discussed to death
but Rashid believes that they have
not only tried to win games of
cricket but also entertain the view-
ing public.

“For past seven to eight years,
we have taken the approach of
being positive. Being fearless with
bat and ball, trying to entertain but
also being true to ourselves. Two
World Cups and it’s working well
for us,” said Rashid.

Odisha athletes
bag 2 golds, one
silver at Jr Nat’ls
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Bhubaneswar, Nov 14: Odisha
athletes’ impressive outing con-
tinue at the National Junior
Athletics Championships in
Guwabhati as they secured three
medals —two gold and one silver —
Monday.

Tejaswani Dhal claimed gold in
kids javelin throw event with the
performance of 33.60 mtr. This is
the new event added in the National
Competition.

The state boys U-20, 4x100m relay
team consisting of Bhima Sardar,
Abhisekh Dalabehera, Lalu Prasad
Bhoi and Aryan Ekka added one
more yellow metal to Odisha’s
medals tally, missing the meet
record by just 0.03 seconds.

Merymukta Soreng settled for a
silver in Girls U-20 triple jump
event with the performance of 12.37
mtr. Maharashtra’s Poorva Hitesh
Sawant bagged the gold with an
effort of 12.98m.

At the end of the fourth day - the
penultimate day -Odisha have 10
medals in their Kitty so far, having
six gold, three silver and a bronze.
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BOYS’ RELAY TEAM

1 Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159

~rm k



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

