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Actor Yami Gautam, in her latest post, says
there is something about black and white
tones that fascinates her

CREATIVE CHOICE
World No.1 Novak Djokovic sees off Frances
Tiafoe to make it to the third round of
Australian Open

DJOKOVIC ADVANCES

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

China has called on the US to invite the WHO to
investigate origins of the COVID-19 as it is
still a mystery INTERNATIONAL | P10

STILL A MYSTERY
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Ms Nature is opposing your development plans,
sir! Whom shall we callto handle it... ED, CBI or

Income Tax?

SHORT TAKES

New Delhi: Twitter said
Wednesday it has suspended
over 500 accounts, and blocked
access to several others within
India as it partly acceded to a
government order to curb
spread of misinformation and
inflammatory content around
farmers’ protests. This
development comes in the
backdrop of the government
ordering Twitter to take down
1,178 accounts February 4 with
links to Pakistan and Khalistan
supporters. These accounts
were spreading misinformation
and provocative content related
to farmers’ protests. P3

Twitter suspends
over 500 accounts 
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MARKET WATCH

AGENCIES

Beijing, Feb 10: The frontline troops
of  China and India at the south and
north banks of  the Pangong Lake in east-
ern Ladakh started synchronised and
organised disengagement from
Wednesday, the Chinese defence min-
istry announced here. 

There was no comment from the
Indian side on the statement made by
the spokesperson for the Chinese
Ministry of  National Defence, Senior
Colonel Wu Qian, and carried by China’s
official media.

“The Chinese and Indian frontline
troops at the southern and northern
bank of  the Pangong Tso Lake start syn-
chronised and organised disengage-
ment from February 10,” Wu said in a
brief  statement.

“This move is in accordance with the
consensus reached by both sides at the
ninth round of  China-India Corps
Commander Level Meeting," the state-
ment added.

The militaries of  China and India
have been engaged in a tense standoff
in eastern Ladakh since early May last
year. The two countries have conducted
several rounds of  military and diplo-
matic-level talks to resolve the face-off. 

The ninth round of  China-India
Corps Commander-level meeting was
held on the Chinese side of  the Moldo-

Chushul border. 
Since May last year, Indian and

Chinese troops were engaged in skir-
mishes along the LAC near Pangong lake
in Ladakh and the Tibet Autonomous
region. In one of  the violent clashes, 20
Indian soldiers and over 40 Chinese
troops were killed in the Galwan Valley

June 15-16. Amid the face-off, India
sent massive deployments to Ladakh.

Though both sides disengaged in the
Galwan valley in July, the stand-off
continued at critical points at Pangong
and PP17A. In August, Indian troops re-
gained multiple strategic heights in
Chushul sector along the LAC.

However, both the countries re-
mained engaged in talks through es-
tablished institutions and mechanisms
like ‘Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination on
China-India Border Affairs’ (WMCC).
Several rounds of  talks were held at
diplomatic and military levels.

The tensions between the two Asian

economies resulted in Indian people
threatening to boycott Chinese products.
The accusations that Chinese smart-
phone apps were stealing Indian data,
led to the government banning over
200 Chinese apps.

However, the bilateral trade con-
tinued through the hostility and dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic, which
had originated in Wuhan city of  Hubei
province in China.

Ladakh standoff ‘ends’ 
CHINA CLAIMS DISENGAGEMENT OF ITS OWN AND INDIAN TROOPS HAS BEGUN

NEW FARM LAWS
OPTIONAL: MODI
AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 10: Asserting
that the Central government
honours the farmers and it is
ready to accept their logical
suggestions on the three farm
laws, PM Narendra Modi  de-
clared Wednesday that these
laws are ‘optional and not
compulsory’. The Prime
Minister  made the an-
nouncement while speaking
on the motion of  thanks on the
President’s address in the
Lok Sabha.

In the backdrop of  the
ongoing farmers’ agitation
on Delhi’s borders for over
two months, Modi said ‘ru-
mours are being spread that
these laws are against the
far mers’ .  The Prime
Minister said that these laws
were passed in Parliament

in view of  reforms in the
agriculture sector as it was
the need of  the hour. 

He asked ‘whether these
three farm laws snatched the
facilities of  farmers which
they were getting earlier?’

“There is no restriction on
anyone. These laws do not
create obstacles in the growth
of  farmers. These laws are
optional, not compulsory.
These acts neither stopped
old 'Mandis' nor affected pur-
chase of  produce on MSP,”
Modi said. 

The Prime Minister said
that the government has al-
ways honoured farmers and
it will continue giving them
respect in future too, and that
the government is still ready
to accept their suggestions
even after several rounds of
talks with them.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: As part of
the 5T initiative of  the Odisha gov-
ernment, Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik launched Wednesday nine
citizen-centric online services of  the
State Transport Authority (STA)
through virtual mode. This will see the
regional transport offices (RTOs) go
paperless enabling the citizens to get
the services online from any place
any time.

Among the services launched by
Naveen include vehicle registration,
auto approval of  goods and contract
carriage permits, special permits for
buses, online application of  interna-
tional driving permit, renewal of  reg-
istration and transfer of  ownership in

any RTO of  Odisha and getting learn-
ers’ licences through mobile App.  

The chief  minister said that the free-
dom to choose any transport office
within Odisha for vehicle-related
services will help people. The long
queues in front of  transport offices
will soon be a thing of  past, Naveen
pointed out.

Underlining the 5T initiative of
Odisha, the Chief  Minister said that
his government is committed to pro-
vide citizen centric services in a
hassle free manner through online
process, system improvement and 
automation.

Others who were present at the
launch were Commerce and Transport
Minister Padmanabh Behera and
Secretary to CM (5T) VK Pandian.

RTOs go paperless in Odisha

Petrol, diesel rates record new high 

BEIJING: China, which has been blocking
India’s efforts to become a permanent
member of the UN Security Council
(UNSC), reiterated Wednesday its stand
on New Delhi’s bid, and called for evolving
a ‘package solution’ that is acceptable to
all to reform the top organ of the global
body. Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin’s comments in
response to a question came a day after
India and China discussed a wide range of
issues relating to the top UN body. “As for
India’s bid for permanent membership to
the UNSC, I can reiterate China’s princi-
pled position on this. Efforts should be
made to seek a package solution that
accommodates all parties’ interests and
concerns on the basis of extensive and
democratic consultations,” said Wang.

CHINA WANTS
‘PACKAGE DEAL’

PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 
n Automated and hassle free

vehicle registration

n Auto approval of contract
carriage permit    

n Auto approval of   goods carriage
permit  

n Auto approval of inter-state
special permit for buses

n Auto approval of inter-region
special permit for buses

n International driving permit

n Learner’s Licence in UMANG
mobile App

n Renewal of registration in any RTO

n Transfer of ownership in any RTO

STATE MOVES SC
OVER KOTIA ISSUE
POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Feb 10: The Odisha gov-
ernment Wednesday filed a contempt pe-
tition in the Supreme Court against
Andhra Pradesh. It was seeking a stay
on the notification issued by Andhra
Pradesh for holding elections in three
villages of  Kotia gram panchayat in
Koraput district.

Odisha, in the contempt petition filed
through advocate Sibo Shankar Mishra,
submitted that Andhra Pradesh has wil-
fully and deliberately violated the Supreme
Court order dated December 2, 1968 and
the judgement dated March 30, 2006 by
transgressing into Odisha’s territory. The
apex court in its 1968 and 2006 judgements
had asked both the states to maintain sta-
tus quo on the boundary dispute with re-
gard to Kotia group of  villages. 

Odisha contended that Andhra
Pradesh last year March 5 last year had
issued notification to conduct local body
elections in the Vizianagaram district. 

“Salur is one of  the Mandals where
the Panchayat election was also notified
to be conducted on the scheduled date.
In the notification, Andhra Pradesh de-
liberately roped in three villages from
the ‘Kotia Group of  Villages’ falling
under the territory of  Koraput district
of  Orissa into Salur Mandal of
Vizianagaram District,” the Odisha
government said in the petition.

The state also contended that Andhra
Pradesh changed the name of  the three
villages of  Kotia GP. The name of
Ganjaipadar has been changed into
Ganjaibadra, Phattusenary into
Pattuchennum and Phagusenary into
Phaguluchennuru.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 10: Petrol and diesel
prices Wednesday scaled new highs in
the country as rates were hiked for the
second day in a row. Petrol price was
hiked by 30 paise per litre and diesel by
25 paise a litre, according to a price no-
tification of  state-owned fuel retailers. 

The increase took petrol price to an all-
time high of  `87.60 a litre in Delhi and to
` 94.12 in Mumbai. Diesel rates rose to
`77.73 per litre in the national capital and

to an all-time high of  `84.63 in Mumbai. 
Rates vary from state to state de-

pending on the local incidence of  tax-
ation (VAT) and freight. Petrol and
diesel prices have increased 14 times in
2021, which add up to `3.89 and `3.86
per litre respectively so far. 

CITY FUEL PRICES
PETROL `88.27 ( +0.30 )
DIESEL `84.68 ( +0.28 )

Sydney: A 7.7-magnitude
earthquake that hit some
regions in the South Pacific has
generated a tsunami, the
Australian weather agency said
Wednesday. “Tsunami
confirmed,” the Australian
Bureau of Meteorology said in
a tweet. It also warned of a
threat to Lord Howe Island,
which is about 550 kilometres
(340 miles) east of Australia’s
mainland. One of the most
famous tourist spots in
Australia, the island is the
home to many species of birds.
The scale of destruction the
island has suffered is yet to be
ascertained. 

Aussie island hit 
by strong tsunami

DISPUTE REGARDING THREE VILLAGES 



Mumbai: Actress Yami Gautam posted a monochrome
picture Wednesday, stating there is something about
black and white tones that fascinates her.

Yami posted the monochrome picture on Instagram.
In the image, she is seen dressed in a shirt and a skirt.
She is seen looking away from the camera and seems
to be deep in thought.

“Something about black n white tones,” Yami cap-
tioned the post.

Yami has just wrapped up shooting for the horror
comedy Bhoot Police. The film co-stars Saif  Ali Khan,
Jacqueline Fernandez, Arjun Kapoor and Jaaved
Jaaferi, and is directed by Pavan Kirpalani.

She will also be seen in the up-
coming film Dasvi. She
has taken the method
route for her role of
a Haryanvi girl in
this movie. She is
taking lessons in
the Haryanvi
language as well
as honing her
dialect, and also
working on nu-
ances of  body
language for the
role.

IANS

Mumbai: With Valentine’s
Day round the corner, singer
Neha Bhasin is all set to cel-
ebrate love with her latest
track, scheduled to release

February 11.
Titled Taara, Neha’s new

song aims to blend classic
acoustics with poetic
lyrics.

“The intention behind
the song is to be able to

bring in the old wine
served in a new bot-
tle vibe. It is an ode to
Punjabi folk music
coupled with clas-
sic melody and a
subtle touch of
modern
acoustics,” Neha
says.
“Taara brings to-

gether a musical scape
that has live tabla, duffs,

ghunghroos, rabab,
and guitars, along

with lyrics that
bring alive what
feels like love
from the yes-
teryears. When
you hear the
song, you are
sure to feel a
sense of  peace
and transcend

to a world of
music where one

feels extremely con-
tent,” she adds.

The track has
also been incor-
porated in the re-
cently-released
Zee5 f i lm,
Lahore
Confidential.

IANS

Los Angeles: The official Indian entry in
the Best International Feature Film (BIFF)
category, Jallikattu, might be out of  the
Oscar race, but there is still a chance for an
Indian film to shine at the upcoming 93rd
Academy Awards. The short film Bittu has
made it to the Live Action Short Film short-
list, and is still in contention for a nomi-
nation.

Karishma Dev Dube’s Bittu is part of
the ten-movie list. The film has been pre-
sented by Ekta Kapoor, Guneet Monga and
Tahira Kashyap under their Indian Women
Rising initiative.

Now, members of  the Short Films and
Feature Animation Branch will vote to de-
termine if  the film makes the nomination

cut. Based on a true story, Bittu follows
the journey of  a fierce little girl who refuses
to be forgotten. It explores a heartwarming
tale of  friendship between two school
friends.

Other films in the short film shortlist are:
Da Yie, Feeling Through, The Human Voice,
The Kicksled Choir, The Letter Room, The
Present, Two Distant Strangers, The Van
and White Eye.

Meanwhile, the Malayalam film Jallikattu,
which was the official Indian entry in the
BIFF category this year, failed to make it
to the shortlist.

The final nominations for the Oscars
will be announced March 15. This year, the
award gala will be held April 25. IANS

P2 RITA LOSES REALITY SHOW 
FOR FLOUTING COVID RULE

leisure Singer and songwriter Rita Ora has reportedly
been left out of the show The Masked Singer.
Her infamous episode of breaking Covid rules
to celebrate her birthday has cost her the job
of a judge on the show.

Singer Jennifer Lopez has reportedly snubbed rumours
around her fiance Alex Rodriguez’s alleged affair. “J.Lo will
soon begin working on her movie in the Dominican Republic.
She doesn't let the cheating rumours get to her and chooses
not to pay attention,” a source told eonline.com.
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AQUARIUS
It's a busy day at work,
and you're probably
involved in some pending
project work. It's advis-
able that you don't get complacent. Keep
an eye on your opponents to have an
edge over them, suggests Ganesha. 

PISCES
You will find yourself
ecstatic now that certain
important projects you
have been slaving over are
nearing completion. You will implement new
strategies and will hope that everything goes
according to plan. You will experience inti-
mate moments with your partner. 

SAGITTARIUS
The morning seems to
begin on a lazy note
today, as your energy
level is equal to zero.
Thus, you may try to decentralise your
activities and divide it between your co-
workers. But make sure the responsibili-
ties are delegated in the right hands or
you may have to regret your decision.

LIBRA
Ganesha says today is a
good day for govern-
ment related work.
Those of you who are
government employees will be able to
get good results for their work. Your
work will be rewarded and your perform-
ance and efficiency will be praised. You
will be able to have a heart to heart talk
with your loved one. 

SCORPIO
Free you mind from nega-
tive thoughts. You need to
be in high spirits to work
with your team and dele-
gate equal responsibilities to your 
team mates. Know their calibre and
designate accordingly.

LEO
Your day will be one of
mixed results. On one
hand you will be dis-
satisified with your
spouse or business partner, on the other
hand you will make fantastic returns on
your speculations. You will be able to
maintain a balance owing to the advise
of some friend, says Ganesha.

VIRGO
You will take your des-
tiny in your own hands
today. You possess the
vision to penetrate the
masks that people wear to hide their
true selves. You will carefully select the
friends to spend your time with, and you
will also make plans for success. 

GEMINI
You will spend your time
figuring out other people
and their motivations
today. You will probably spend time dis-
cussing issues of security and finance with
your family members today. You will gain
love and appreciation from people owing
to your caring nature, says Ganesha.

CANCER
You will display a spe-
cial attention towards
beloved ones. This is an
apt time for a frank chat
on vital issues with your life part-ner,
says Ganesha. You never allow heart to
dictate terms to mind, yet today will be
sentimental with your wife. 

ARIES
Today is just another
busy day. You may
remain hassled sorting
out problems at office and then at home.
Your bosses may allow you certain 
concessions and this will ease things to
some extent. Ganesha says you will gain
valuable guidance from elderly people.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Today might be a day of
untying and getting out
of the tangles, says
Ganesha. You may take the blame for the
actions of another. Things may get 
frustrating around the afternoon and your
confidence levels may stoop. 

CAPRICORN
You will want to expand
the horizon of your busi-
ness. But, you will be
confused about the path
to take for the expansion. You want to
reach to the sky, but such a dilemma
will keep you in a double mind. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row, 
column and box must contain the numbers 
0 to 9 and the letters A to E.

JLO NOT TO PAY ATTENTION TO 
AFFAIR RUMOURS OF FIANCE

Jallikattu out, Bittu makes it to Oscar race 

Neha’s Taara
promises
V’Day vibes Mumbai: Actor Sonu Sood has been roped in for a People

for the Ethical Treatment of  Animals (PETA) India ad that
encourages meat-free eating habits. Sonu appears with
a pair of  chicks on his shoulder in the new campaign for
PETA India.

The actor said: “This Valentine’s Day, I encourage
everyone to show some love to chicks – and cows, buffaloes,
goats, pigs, and fish. There’s nothing more attractive
than kindness, and we can all be kind to animals, our planet,
and our bodies by keeping animals off  our plates.”

Sonu, who was named PETA India’s Hottest Vegetarian
in 2020, has appeared in a previous pro-vegetarian PETA
India ad campaign, participated in the group’s “Hug A
Vegetarian Day” and sup-
ported a social media ap-
peal to push McDonald’s
India to add a McVegan
burger to its menu. 

During the pan-
demic, he helped thou-
sands of  stranded mi-
g rant workers and
students return to their
homes, among other ac-
tions to help people in
need.

He is part of  a long list of
celebrities  including
Anushka Shar ma,
Shahid Kapoor,
Hema Malini,
and R.
Madhavan
who have
teamed up
with
PETA
India to
promote
meat-free
meals.
IANS

Keep animals off
the plates: Sonu 

Tones of B&W 
fascinate YamiBased on a true story, the film explores a heartwarming tale of friendship between two school friends
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EVICTION IN CITY 

Civic authorities remove
illegal shops and vending
stalls at Badagada Brit
Colony in Bhubaneswar,
Wednesday 

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 10,75,47,848   7,94,89,588 23,55,298 

India 1,08,58,371   1,05,61,608   1,55,252   

Odisha 3,35,889  3,33,220 1,910   

COVID-19 TRACKER 

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 10: Twitter said
Wednesday that it has suspended
over 500 accounts, and blocked ac-
cess to several others within India
as it partly acceded to a government
order to curb spread of  misinfor-
mation and inflammatory content
around farmers’ protests.

The development comes in the
backdrop of  the government or-
dering Twitter to take down 1,178
accounts February 4 with links
to Pakistan and Khalistan sup-
porters. These accounts were
spreading misinformation and
provocative content related to
farmers’ protests.

While Indian media claims that
these 500 suspensions are a back-
tracking of  Twitter, foreign media
like ‘The Independent’ say Twitter
is defiant and has refused to block
journalists, politicians and some
others because it did not consider
them going against  Indian laws of
free speech.   

Twitter, in a blogpost, said it
has not blocked accounts of  ‘news
media entities, journalists, ac-
tivists and politicians’. If  it was

done it ‘would violate their fun-
damental right to free expression’
guaranteed under the country’s
law.

The government, however,
termed as ‘unusual’ Twitter’s move
to publish the blogpost before
slated talks with the IT secretary
on the issue, as sought by the US-
based company.

“Upon the request of  Twitter
seeking a meeting with the gov-
ernment, the Secretary IT was to
engage with senior management

of  Twitter. In this light, a blog-
post published prior to this en-
gagement is unusual,” the IT
Ministry said in its response on
‘Koo’, a homegrown contender to
Twitter. The government will share
its response soon, the post on Koo
added. The blogpost by Twitter
had the microblogging platform em-
phasising it will continue to ad-
vocate for the right of  free ex-
pression of  its users and that it is
‘actively exploring options under
Indian law – both for Twitter and

for the accounts that have been
impacted’. In all, Twitter has taken
action against 1,000 accounts – 500
as sought by the government and
an equal number that were found
by the company engaging in plat-
form manipulation and spam.

The government had late last
month sought blocking of  257
tweets and handles in connection
with the agitation by farmers over
the new pro-market agricultural
laws. Twitter complied, only to
restore the accounts hours later.
This led to the government issu-
ing a non-compliance notice and
a warning of  stringent penalties
and potential jail terms.

Twitter in the blogpost also said
it had taken steps to reduce the vis-
ibility of  the hashtags containing
harmful content that included pro-
hibiting them from trending on
Twitter and appearing as recom-
mended ‘Search’ terms. 

It has ‘withheld a portion of  the
accounts identified in the blocking
orders’ within India, making them
accessible only outside India. It,
however, did not provide details of
the handles against whom action
had been taken.

Twitter suspends 500 accounts on govt warning 
CURBING SPREAD OF MISINFORMATION

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Feb 10:The Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) Wednesday urged the
Union government to look into the
infrastructure development of
Paradip Port Trust (PPT) and also
urged the government to name
Paradip Port after former Chief
Minister Biju Patnaik.

Speaking in the Upper House on
the Major Port Authorities Bill,
2020, BJD MP Subhash Singh said
that there is no infrastructure de-
velopment at Paradip Port.

“Its annual profit is more than
`700 crore but there is no master
plan. Casual and contractual work-
ers are facing serious crisis. They
do not have any regular employ-
ment. This is very unfortunate.
There is a hospital in Paradip which
is managed by the PPT. There has
been no development of  the port for
about 30 years. Where has the profit
gone? What about the workers' in-
terests,” said Singh.

Speaking on the Bill, the BJD
MP said that there is no mention
about the purpose for which the
CSR fund will be utilised. In the
new Bill, there is confusion about
the CSR fund. It says, "Corporate
Social Responsibility and develop-
ment of  infrastructure by Board

authorities is being introduced,”
Singh mentioned.

The BJD also suggested that
while implementing the PPP
model in the ports, healthy com-
petition should have
been ensured be-
cause private
entities were
monopolis-
i n g  t h e  
market.
Supporting
the Bill, the
B J D  M P
u r g e d  t h e
govern-
m e n t  t o
name the Paradip Port after for-
mer Chief  Minister of  Odisha
Biju Patnaik.

BJD pitches for infra devpt at Paradip Port 
New Delhi: Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
Rajya Sabha MP Prasanna Acharya
Wednesday urged the Union gov-
ernment to frame a special law for
innumerable orphan and destitute
children of  the country to save
them from abuse and exploitation
and provide them with shelter, ed-
ucation, healthcare and proper
livelihood.

Speaking during the Zero Hour
in the Upper House, Acharya said
children are the future of  a nation

and we must upbring all our chil-
dren in a very healthy at-

mosphere with every ne-
cessity of  life. 

“Unfortunately, there
are millions of  orphans
in our country with un-
known parentage. They
are abandoned by their

parents. These children
are seen loitering on the
streets, collecting waste
papers, plastic material,

scrap from the dump yards for their
subsistence. They are vulnerable to
abuses and exploitation by antiso-

cials,” said Acharya.
Referring to Unicef ’s statistics,

Acharya said the country has
around 31 million orphan children
in the age group of  1-17 years.

“To get admission in a school,
one needs birth certificate, caste
certificate, parental identification
and so many things. To be eligible
for government schemes, we need
ration card, income certificate and
residence proof. But, from where
and how an orphan can get all these.
Every deserted orphan ask him-
self/herself  with a broken heart,
who are my parents; what is my
identity; what is my date of  birth;
what is my religion; what is my
caste; what is my address; whom do
I belong. Neither the government nor
the society has answers to these
questions,” the parliamentarian
pointed out. The senior BJD MP
urged the Centre to create a separate
welfare fund for homeless orphans
and street children. Besides, to su-
pervise all such things, an orphan
and street children welfare authority
should be constituted immediately.

Acharya seeks legislation for orphans Singh urged the Centre
to name the Paradip

Port after former Chief
Minister of Odisha 

Biju Patnaik

O D I S H A  I N

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: Leader
of  Opposition in Odisha
Assembly Pradipta Naik
Wednesday held the state gov-
ernment responsible for the
rise in petrol and diesel prices
in the state. 

The BJP leader accused the
state government of  extract-
ing higher share of  taxes from
petrol and diesel despite al-
legedly having little role in
the whole process of  petrol
and diesel distribution and
sales. Naik was responding
to the call of  the Congress
party for Odisha bandh on
the issue of  petrol, diesel 
price hike. The leader also
said that the Union govern-
ment has no role in escalating
petrol and diesel prices. He
said, “The Congress party is
free to call for bandh when
they are not satisfied with the
existing policies and want to
protest. But fuel price is not
under the control of  the gov-
ernment.”

Naik said that it depends on
the international market
prices. He explained that when-
ever the crude oil prices go
up the prices would rise in

the country too. 
“In the sale of  one litre of

petrol, the Centre is taking
`13 while the tanker firms
take ̀ 8. But the state govern-
ment is taking `26. What is
the role of  the state in the
whole affair and why are they
taking a huge cut from the
prices?” he asked.

Naik also added, “If  the
state can cut down the taxes,
the rates could go down au-
tomatically. The Congress
party also should be asked
what they did during their
regime.” 

The Congress has planned
to organise Odisha Bandh
February 15 to protest against
the consistent rise of  petrol
and diesel prices. The BJD
government, however, has
been blaming the Centre for
the rise  in petrol  and 
diesel prices.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: Odia
Language, Literature and Culture
Minister Jyoti Prakash Panigrahi
Wednesday said that the districts
that haven’t filed their utilisation
certificates (UCs) will be barred
from getting any financial grant
from the department. He was hold-
ing a videoconference with the dis-
trict Collectors.

He also stated that it’s a matter
of  regret that many districts haven’t
filed their financial details till now.
The state government has also
planned to celebrate the 125th birth

anniversary of  Subhas Chandra
Bose and centenary of  Mahatma
Gandhi’s Odisha visit with various
cultural programmes. Therefore,
every Collector needs to prepare a
work schedule as various cultural
programs will also be held across
the state.

Principal Secretary Bishnupada
Sethi, Culture director Ranjan
Kumar Das and many other officials
were present at the meeting.

BJP blames state
for fuel price hike

No grant sans UCs: Panigrahi

New Delhi: The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs Wednesday informed the Rajya Sabha that
they have not received any proposal from the Odisha government for setting up metro rail network in the
state. Replying to a question asked by BJP MP Ashwini Vaishnav, Union Minister of state (I/C) for Housing
and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri said that since urban transport is a state subject, the state
governments are responsible for initiating, developing and funding urban transport infrastructure
including metro rail projects. “The Union government considers financial assistance for metro rail
proposals in cities or urban agglomerates on the basis of extant policy, feasibility of the proposal and
availability of resources, as and when posed by state governments concerned. No such proposal from the
state government of Odisha has been received in this ministry so far,” the minister said.

NO PROPOSAL FROM STATE FOR METRO RAIL, SAYS CENTRE

BJP leader Pradipta
Naik accused the
state govt of 
extracting higher
share of taxes from
petrol and diesel

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: The
state government Wednesday
extended the date of  form
fill-up for the High School
Cer ti f icate  (HSC)
Examination by another two
days. The last date of  filling
up for ms now is  
February 12. 

Earlier,  the Board of
Secondary Education (BSE)
had extended the date of  form
fill-up for matriculation ex-
aminations till February 10.
Previously, it had announced
February 2 as the last date for
filling up of  forms.  

The Board Monday an-
nounced the schedule of  an-
nual matriculation exami-

nation for regular and ex-
regular students as well as
state open school certificate
examinations-2021.

The exams will be con-
ducted from May 3 to 15 and
students will write their an-
swer papers at their own
schools. There will be one
sitting for both regular and
ex-regular students. As per a
notification, the exams will
start at 8am and end at 10am
for all subjects except for
Math, which will conclude
at 10:15am. The state gov-
ernment had also decided to
conduct parent-teacher meet-
ings (PTMs) for Class X stu-
dents across Odisha February
13 for the upcoming annual
HSC examination-2021. 

BSE extends form fill-up date

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: The
India Meteorolo gical
De par tment (IMD)
Wednesday said night tem-
perature will increase grad-
ually by 3 to 4 degrees Celsius
in state during next four to
five days. 

Lowest temperature of  7 de-
grees Celsius was recorded at
Phulbani while Koraput and
Daringbadi recorded a tem-
perature of  10 degrees Celsius

each. All other places in state
witnessed a temperature of
above 10 degrees Celsius, the
IMD said. The minimum tem-
perature at Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar was 14 and 15.4
degrees Celsius, respectively.  

Shallow to moderate fog
is very likely to occur at one
or two places in Bhadrak,
Kendrapara, Jagatsinghpur,
Cuttack, Khurda, Nayagarh,
Malkangiri, Koraput and
Kandhamal districts, Friday
morning.  

Temp set to rise in state 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Feb 10: Srimandir, the abode
of  Lord Jagannath, would remain
open for all the days of  the week as
per a revised standard operating
procedure (SOP) for the 12th cen-
tury shrine.

The temple used to remain shut
for devotees on Sundays for sani-
tisation work in the wake of  Covid-
19 pandemic. The Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration (SJTA) an-
nounced the revised SOP after hold-
ing a meeting of  all stakeholders
Wednesday. SJTA chief  adminis-
trator Krishan Kumar presided
over the meeting. 

As per the revised SOP, public
darshan at the shrine will start at
6am. However, the devotees will
have to wear masks in and outside
the temple. Besides, hand saniti-
sation and social distancing are
made mandatory for the devotees.

“Devotees are requested not to
touch statues and idols at the shrine.

Chewing of  paan/tobacco and spit-
ting inside the temple premises
are strictly prohibited. A fine of
`1,000 each would be imposed on the
violators,” said the revised SOP.

Moreover, devotees are strictly
told not to bring polythene bags
into the temple. Any violation in this
regard would invite a penalty of
`100.  The new SOP, however, allowed
the devotees to offer earthen lamps
at some designated places inside
Srimandir. Similarly, the devotees
are allowed to partake Mahaprasad
at Anand Bazar on the shrine prem-
ises. 

“The special arrangement for
the residents of  Puri city visiting
the shrine within 6am and 7am is
discontinued forthwith. All the
devotees will enter Srimandir
through the Lions’ Gate and exit
though the other three gates,” said
the new SOP.

According to the revised SOP,
the authorities will sanitise the
temple premises at night thrice in
a week. “The SJTA will revise the
SOP from time to time depending
upon the Covid-19 situation,” said
a temple official.     

Srimandir to remain 
open on Sunday too

REVISED SOP
Devotees are requested not to touch statues
and idols at the shrine

Chewing of paan/tobacco and spitting inside
the temple premises are strictly prohibited

A fine of `1,000 each would be imposed on
the violators

An artisan giving finishing touches to clay idols of Goddess Saraswati at Kumbhar Sahi in Cuttack, Wednesday 

PAINTER AT WORK 

TWITTER, IN A BLOGPOST, SAID
IT HAS NOT BLOCKED

ACCOUNTS OF ‘NEWS MEDIA
ENTITIES, JOURNALISTS,
ACTIVISTS AND POLITICIANS’

GOVERNMENT HAD WARNED OF
LEGAL ACTION IF TWITTER

FAILED TO ACT
THESE ACCOUNTS,

HOWEVER, WILL BE
VISIBLE OUTSIDE INDIA

THE MICRO-BLOGGING SITE
SAID IN ITS POST IT HAS

TAKEN ACTION AGAINST 1,000
ACCOUNTS
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: In a bid to
take development activities to next
level, Chief  Secretary Suresh
Chandra Mahapatra Wednesday
asked the Collectors to prepare dis-
trict-specific innovative projects
for development of  infrastructure
and improvement of  livelihood of
the people. 

Holding a meeting with the dis-
trict Collectors through videocon-
ferencing, Mahapatra said, “Prepare
innovative projects based on po-
tential of  your district for elevating
people to the height of  a surplus level
of  living.”

Now, he said, the coverage of  the
schemes focused on necessities like
food, water, housing, road and elec-
tricity have expanded considerably
towards saturation. 

Therefore, the districts should
plan for achieving the next higher
stage of  development, he said. “It
will be possible with identification
of  district-wise potential in terms
of  agro-climatic zone, natural and
human resources and by mould-
ing those to define projects for har-
nessing the opportunities,” he added.          

Further, the Collectors were in-
structed to identify missing links in

matters like all-weather connec-
tivity to all the villages, irrigation
for more than one crop, livelihood
enhancement, crop diversification,
agricultural marketing, escalation
of  income generation, pipe water
supply,  extension of  health 
services and intensification of  
economic activities. 

They were also directed to 
expedite implementation of  
infrastructure projects through
proactive action for  forest  
clearance, tree felling permission,
issuing of  no objection certificates,
land acquisition etc.  

Development Commissioner
Pardeep Kumar Jena, who also par-

ticipated in the meet, advised the
Collectors to find missing links in
different infrastructure and liveli-
hood schemes on the basis of  ob-
jective criteria like non-availability
of  alternatives, additional advantage
of  the proposed work in terms of  en-
hancing productivity, saving cost and
time. 

While expediting infrastructure
projects, the Collectors were in-
structed to look at both the gov-
ernment projects and the projects
being undertaken by private in-
vestors. “Assess your present state
of  development and define the tar-
get you fix for your district in terms
of  short, medium and long term
objectives,” Jena added. 

Ag riculture Production
Commissioner Raj Kumar Sharma
said the primary sector (agricul-
ture and allied activities) provides
livelihood and employment to more
than 50 per cent of  rural population.
So, the interventions in this sector
will have direct benefit to the 
people. He advised the Collectors to
spend some more time with 
agriculture, soil conservation, hor-
ticulture and irrigation officers for
formulation of  innovative projects.

The Chief  Secretary assured that
government would provide all sup-
port including finance for poten-
tial based innovative projects in
each district. 

Planning and Convergence 
de par tment would be the 
institutional mechanism between
Collectors and the respective 
departments for appraisal, approval
and sanction of  the projects. 

Govt thrust on dist-specific innovative projects

INFRA & LIVELIHOOD SUPPORTCollectors were instructed to identify
missing links in matters like 

all-weather connectivity to all the
villages, irrigation for more than one

crop, livelihood enhancement, crop
diversification, agricultural

marketing and other activities

THEY WERE ALSO DIRECTED TO EXPEDITE IMPLEMENTATION OF
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS THROUGH PROACTIVE ACTION FOR FOREST
CLEARANCE, TREE FELLING PERMISSION, ISSUING OF NO OBJECTION
CERTIFICATES, LAND ACQUISITION ETC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  Feb 10:
Electropreneur Park, Bhubaneswar,
set up by STPI and in association
with Bhubaneswar Smart City
Limited (BSCL) Wednesday or-
g anised a  pan-India Idea
Contest/Hackathon for Smart City
Solutions namely Smart City
Challenge & Outcome for Urban
Tans formation (SCOUT 2021).

The objective of  the challenge is
to invite solutions from innova-
tors, entrepreneurs, startups, en-
thusiasts, students, and research
communities to come up with al-
ternative ways of  fulfilling the
specific needs & products or serv-
ice in making the city life better. 

The 100-day contest shall be fol-
lowed by creation of  PoC for the suc-
cessful solutions. 

The winners will be awarded
with cash prize. The winner, 1st
runner-up and 2nd runner-up will
receive cash prize of  Rs 3 lakh, Rs

2 lakh and Rs 1 lakh respectively.
Individual cash prize up to Rs 50,000
each to 6 best PoCs against each
problem statement. 

Reimbursement  up to  Rs
20,000 per participant for com-
ponents, development boards
and other services required to
making the PoC. 

The Smart city Hackathon
SCOUT 2021 shall encourage the in-
novators to come up with path-
breaking solutions in Smart city ap-
plications and achieve the desired
goals for ensuring better quality of
life for our citizens and promote
startups and entrepreneurship in
this field.

SCOUT 2021 was launched in
the presence of  Omkar Rai (Director
General, STPI), Manoj Mishra
(Secretary, Electronics & IT, Govt.
of  Odisha),  Prem Chandra
Chaudhary (CEO, Bhubaneswar
Smart city Ltd), Pradeep Gupta
(CMD, Cyber Media & Chief
Mentor) and other dignitaries.

PNN/AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Sambalpur, Feb
10:  The Indian Institute of
Management (IIM)-Sambalpur re-
opened its campus to students
Wednesday amid strict adherence
to Covid-19 guidelines after a gap of
around 11 months,  a  senior 
official said.

The authorities, however, are not
resuming physical classes imme-
diately and have asked the students
to carry Covid-19 negative certifi-
cates and remain in isolation for 14
days after their arrival on the
campus.

Online classes will continue for
the time being, IIM-Sambalpur di-
rector Prof  Mahadeo Jaiswal said.

“The institute will take a decision
on the resumption of  physical
classes depending on the circum-
stances and the government guide-

lines. Students will be returning
in a phased manner.

“A set of  guidelines has been is-

sued to all students, faculty mem-
bers and staffers. Those who are
facing internet and infrastructure

issues at home are given priority to
come,” he said.

Students will not be allowed to
leave the hostel premises other
than medical emergencies and have
to undergo Covid tests once the
mandatory quarantine period is
over, Jaiswal said.

The authorities arranged for oxy-
gen cylinders, beds and other es-
sential facilities on the campus if
any student falls sick, and a doctor
will visit the hostel regularly, the pro-
fessor said.

“Staying on the campus, meeting
their friends and teachers will cre-
ate a positive impact on their men-
tal health. Our students also re-
alise the need to normalise the
situation and are enthusiastic about
it,” he said.

All those who enter the prem-
ises will have to wear face masks and
use sanitiser, the official added.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: Expressing
concern over poor performance of
banks in providing farm loans,
Agriculture Minister Arun Kumar
Sahoo Wednesday asked bankers to
expedite the process of  providing
loans to agro-entrepreneurs. 

Attending the Agri-
Entrepreneurship and Banker's
Conclave here, Sahoo said, as per RBI
guidelines, banks should provide 18
per cent of  total loan target of  a year
for agriculture sector. But, the per-
formance of banks operating in Odisha
is poor as compared to other states like
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana and Punjab, he said. 

“The state government is taking
a lot of  initiatives and also pro-
viding 3 per cent interest subven-

tion for doubling the farmers’ in-
come. Therefore, banks should come
forward to provide loans to agri-
culture sector,” Sahoo said. 

Mukhyamantri Krushi Udyog
Yojana (MKUY) has been launched
to promote enterprises in agricul-

ture and allied sector. Under the
scheme, around 40-50 per cent of
capital investment subsidy, subject
to a limit of  Rs 50 lakh, is being
provided to entrepreneurs, he said,
adding, around 92 types of  proj-
ects have been enlisted for support

under the scheme.
The Agriculture department has

provided a total subsidy of  Rs 30
crore out of  Rs 42 crore under the
MKUY so far, he pointed out.
However, the bankers are not sanc-
tioning loans to the applicants. The
government has so far issued ap-
proval for 1,538 applicants under
the scheme, of  which banks have
sanctioned only 377 projects and
rejected 270 applications. At least 891
applications are still pending with
the banks, he stated.  

Stating that the state govern-
ment has set a target to set up 500
agro-entrepreneur units under
MKUY with a loan support of  Rs 200
crore during 2021-22, the minister
asked the bank authorities to sanc-
tion the pending application under
the scheme.  

Provide loans to agro-entrepreneurs: Min

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: The 13-
day long International Exhibition
on Folk & Tribal Art being or-
ganised by Odisha State Museum
and Purvasha Folk & Tribal Art
Museum is drawing attention of  the
art connoisseurs even as more
than 100 artists from seven coun-
tries are showcasing their skills.

The exhibition shows the tra-
ditional folk paintings of  seven
Asian countries-India, Korea,
Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Indonesia and Myanmar. The
Indian section included 14 genres
of  arts with distinct differences by
regions. 

Three artists from Odisha
namely Bijay Parida (Pattachitra),
Sudhir Moharana (Patachitra) and
Junesh Gomango (Saura Painting)
also showcased their works in the
exhibition.  

Saura painting is one of  the rit-
ualistic mural paintings associ-

ated with the Saura tribe of  Odisha.
These paintings, also called Ikons,
bear religious significance for the
Sauras. These paintings draw upon
tribal folklore and have ritualistic
importance, said Junesh.

This apart, Minhwa folk paint-
ing of  Korea, Kandyan painting
of  Sri Lanka, Riskshaw art of
Bangladesh, Mithila painting of
Ne pal  and Batik wax ar t  of

Indonesia attracts visitors to the
expo.  “The exhibition tries to
showcase the global issues the
world is facing including Covid-19
pandemic and global warming,”
said Bhagyalipi Malla, curator of
Odisha State Museum.

The folk and tribal art reflects
the lives and living of  the tribals,
not rebelling against nature’s order
and living with them.

Expo on folk & tribal art a big draw

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: The Health
department Wednesday decided to
extend the first phase of  vaccina-
tion drive for health workers for
three more days as a few health
workers failed to come forward for
the inoculation drive. 

The first phase of  the drive for
health workers was scheduled to end
Wednesday, however owing to the
failure in achieving 100 percent
target; the government has ex-
tended it for three more days till
February 13. 

The department has now asked
the Collectors and Municipal
Commissioners to ensure that the
left out health workers come forward
for the vaccine and all of  the targeted
beneficiaries get the shots to prevent
the spread of  the disease in the
state. All Collectors and urban local
bodies have been asked to closely
monitor the situation and encour-
age the beneficiaries to come for-
ward in the mop up drive.

The state government on the
other side is all set to start the sec-

ond dose vaccination of  health
care workers from February 15.
The second drug has been pre-
scribed 28 days after the intake of
the first round of  the vaccination.
Meanwhile all districts and ULBs
have been asked to prepare for the
second drive too.

Nevertheless, the state govern-
ment Wednesday saw 66 sessions for
the health care workers. The de-
partment Wednesday saw 4,261
health care workers coming for-
ward for the vaccination which
took the total target coverage to
86.9 per cent.  At the same time a
total of  15,108 frontline workers
got vaccinated Wednesday which
was 78.2 percent of  the total target.

The department claimed that
there was no adverse reaction re-
ported from even a single person
post vaccination exercise. 

The government claimed that
since the starting of  the vaccina-
tion drive and till Wednesday a
total of  3,38,700 health care work-
ers got vaccinated against the virus
which was 80 percent of  the total
target. 

Smart city Hackathon SCOUT launched 

IIM-Sambalpur reopens after 11 months

State extends vax
drive for 3 days

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: After re-
maining shut for months, colleges
and universities in the state wel-
comed the pre-final year under-
graduate (UG) and first year post-
graduate (PG) students amid strict
adherence to Covid-19 guidelines,
Wednesday.

Higher Education (HE) Minister
Arun Kumar Sahoo reviewed the
arrangements at a few of  the edu-
cational institutions, sources said.

Meanwhile, the Skill Development
and Technical Education (SD&TE)
department said that the physical
classroom teaching for all students
of  technical institutions under it,
except for the final year students
who are already attending physical
classes, may commence from
February 17 in strict compliance
with Covid guidelines.     

The HE de par tment had

February 2 notified that the state
public universities and govern-
ment as well as non-government
degree colleges under the depart-
ment would offer physical class-

room teaching to students of  2020-
21 pre-final year UG (2nd year in case
of  3-year UG course and 3rd year in
case of  4-year UG course) and first
year PG courses from February 10.

Institutions welcome UG, PG students

SAFETY FIRST: A mock drill to avert fire mishap in progress at the state-run press at Khapuria in Cuttack, Wednesday

The
Agriculture
dept has
provided a
total 
subsidy of
`30 crore out
of `42 crore
under 
MKUY

The authorities, however,
are not resuming physical

classes immediately and
have asked the students

to carry Covid-19
negative certificates and
remain in isolation for 14

days after their arrival on
the campus

Students will not be allowed to leave the
hostel premises other than medical
emergencies and have to undergo Covid tests
once the mandatory quarantine period is over

The authorities arranged for oxygen
cylinders, beds and other essential facilities
on the campus if any student falls sick, and a
doctor will visit the hostel regularly

OP PHOTO

1 nabbed in `4Cr
real estate fraud
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: The
Economic Of fences Wing
Wednesday arrested the manag-
ing director of  a real estate firm here
on charges of  duping around 13
persons to the tune of  Rs 4 crore on
the pretext of  providing them du-
plex apartments at Jatni.

“Maheswar Sahu, managing di-
rector of  M/s MX Infra Limited, has
been taken into custody on the
basis of  an EOW case (02 of  2021)
under Sections 406, 420, 467, 468,
471, 120-B of  the IPC and 6 of  the
OPID Act, 2011,” the agency said.

According to the case details,
Amiya Kumar Pattanaik had ap-
proached the agency alleging that
Sahu had collected around Rs 4
crore from at least 13 persons, in-
cluding Pattanaik, on the promise

of  providing them duplex apart-
ments in ‘MX Infra New Citizen
Housing (duplex)’ project located
at Uttermundamuhana mouza under
Jatni police limits in Khurda.
However, Sahu did not turn up.

“Sahu executed agreements with
the intending buyers for providing
them duplex apartments in 2017.
However, there was no progress in
construction of  the project. The ac-
cused neither provided them any du-
plex flats nor refunded them their
money. It has also been ascertained
that the land meant for construction
of  the project is a litigated land,
which was already mortgaged in
bank by its previous owner. 

Sahu had knowledge about the
mortgage. He  purchased the land
with criminal intent to cheat the
intending buyers,” the agency said
about the probe. 



POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Feb 10: About 15
years ago, there was a proposal to
link the Rushikulya river with the
Bansadhara river aimed at con-
trolling flood, providing irrigation
and drinking water in most parts
of  southern Odisha. The ambitious
project has been in cold store, a re-
port said.

According to the report, the foun-
dation stone for its survey was done
about 15 years ago. The project has
made no headway since then. 

Another important project –
Rushikulya-Mahanadi river linking
project has been in limbo. Various
outfits observed that execution of
these two projects assumes im-
portance for flood control and ir-
rigation in southern Odisha. They
have demanded that the state gov-
ernment take expeditious steps in
this direction.

Former Speaker of  the Odisha
Assembly Chintamani
Dyansamantray had raised the
issue in the Assembly in 1985 dur-
ing the Congress government. He
was then the Deputy Speaker.
However, the then government could
not take action on the project.

It is said that Bansdhar-Rushikulya

river linking project will control
flood in both the rivers in Rayagada,
Gajapati and Ganjam districts. That
apart, the project will be of  great help
for irrigation and drinking water sec-
tors in all these districts. This proj-
ect entails excavation of  canal from

the Bansdhara river to the Padma
river at Adaba in Gajapati district.
Bansadhara originates in the
Lanjigarh area of  Kalahandi and
flows through Koraput. The river
is known as Mahendratanaya in
Gajapati. This river also flows in

Srikakulam district of  Andhra
Pradesh.

The water resources department
of  the Naveen Patnaik government
had brought this proposal under
its consideration in 2005. 

At that time, Jeypore MLA
Rabinarayan Nanda was the min-
ister of  state of  the water resources
department. He was keen for the
Bansadhara-Rusikulya river link-
ing project. He laid a foundation
stone for a building of  its survey di-
vision at Gudari. People were hope-
ful of  the execution of  the project,
but later no step was taken in this
direction. Nanda, however, did not
explain about reasons for the non-
execution of  the project. 

In 2000, Deputy Speaker of  the
Assembly Ramachandra Panda had
raised his voice over the Rusikulya-
Mahanadi linking project. He said
that in summer, Rushikulya goes dry
while linking it with Mahanadi
would feed water throughout the
year. The then water resources min-
ister Mangala Kissan had favoured
the project. Panda had even drawn
attention of  the then Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee toward the
project.  In 2007, Panda had led a mas-
sive farmers rally at Chhatrapur
over this river linking project.   
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Rushikulya-Bansadhara linking in limbo

GOVT APATHY
The foundation

stone for the
survey of the

Rushikulya-
Bansadhara

linking project
was done about

15 years ago. The
project has made

no headway
since then

ANOTHER IMPORTANT PROJECT -- RUSHIKULYA-MAHANADI RIVER LINKING HAS GOT SHORT SHRIFT

Former Speaker of the Odisha Assembly Chintamani
Dyansamantray had raised the issue in the Assembly in
1985 during the Congress government. He was then the
Deputy Speaker. However, the then government could
not take action on the project

It is said that Rushikulya-Bansadhara river linking 
project will control flood in both the rivers in Rayagada,
Gajapati and Ganjam districts. That apart, the project
will be of great help for irrigation and drinking water
sectors in all these districts

Ginger farming makes
tribals self-sufficient

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Feb 10: In a tragic in-
cident Tuesday night, a hotelier
succumbed to critical injuries after
being attacked by miscreants at
his house under Plant Site police lim-
its in Rourkela.

According to sources, the de-
ceased was identified as Sajjan
Mittal. He was the owner of  Hotel
Basera located at Gandhi Road here.

Sajjan was returning to his home
from the hotel late in the night.
Two bike-borne miscreants am-
bushed him in front of  his house.
The two miscreants took the hotel
owner inside his house. Later, they
attacked him on his head with an
iron rod. The duo left the spot soon
after committing the crime, an of-
ficial of  the local police station said. 

A profusely bleeding Sajjan was
immediately rushed to Ispat General

Hospital (IGH) in the city in critical
condition. The victim succumbed to
his injuries while undergoing treat-
ment at around 3.00am, a doctor
treating him at the IGH expressed.
Plant Site police have registered a
case in this connection and launched
a probe. Business rivalry could be
a probable cause behind the murder,
the police station sources said. More
details are still awaited as the in-
vestigation is underway.

Hotelier succumbs to attack in Rourkela

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Feb 10: Demand for ginger
of  indigenous variety is growing in
the market because of  its medicinal
properties. Tea prepared with a dash of
such ginger has a high demand in the
market. 

Given the demand of  ginger, Bhuyan
tribals have been cultivating the in-

digenous variety of  ginger in recent
years at Bayakumutia village under
Bansapal block of  Keonjhar without
much support from the agriculture de-
partment. Importantly, this farming
has made them self-sufficient. 

They say, they are earning good
enough from this farming to meet their
family expenses. 

Jasoda Dhangda, a tribal woman of
the village said, ”Earlier, we have been
cultivating ginger for our own domes-
tic consumption. We have grown it on
more areas this year. It has a good mar-

ket. After harvest we are selling it and
earning enough.”

Last year, the tribal farmers had set
aside some ginger as seeds and have
sown them in the field. “This farming
starts during Raja festival and harvest
happens after Makar festival,” she added.

Women of  Bhuyan tribe play a cru-
cial role in ginger cultivation in the
area. Apart from extending a helping
hand in the farming, they sell it in the
market. 

However, many farmers alleged
that they do not get right price of  the
organically grown crop in the local
market.

Another problem is lack of  storage fa-
cility after harvest. In the absence of  cold-
storages in the hilly region, a major
part of  the crops rots when they re-
main unsold. A kg of  ginger is sold for
Rs 50 to Rs 60 while it is sold at Rs 80 to
Rs 100 in the city markets. 

According to Bhuyan and Juanga
tribals, the hilly area of  Bansapal is
quite favourable for farming of  ginger
and turmeric, but lack of  technical
and financial support from the gov-
ernment is a hurdle to the growth of
this farming.  

They observed that if  they are pro-
vided with right kind of  support from
the department, the ginger farming can
be expanded in the area. 

They pointed out that the advantage
of  ginger and turmeric farming is that
it requires low water while cattle and ele-
phants do not touch the crops. In most
parts of  Keonjhar, elephants damage
crops, but they spare ginger and turmeric.  

Ullash Nayak, a tribal farmer, said,”
I had spent Rs 1,200 in the ginger farm-
ing and earned Rs 5000. If  help is pro-
vided, I will take it up largely.” 

All ginger farmers carry their crops
in hired auto rickshaws to the market
every day and sell it, said Dasri Dhangdi,
another woman farmer.            

Three juveniles detained for
gangraping minor in Ganjam 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Feb 10: Berhampur
Sadar police detained three minor
boys Wednesday in connection
with allegedly gangraping a 10-
year-old girl two days ago in Ganjam
district.

According to sources, the three
accused were interrogated by the
Sadar police in the morning. The
accused trio was then forwarded to
the local juvenile court in the af-
ternoon.

The victim’s parents are daily wa-
gers and had gone to Berhampur
on the intervening day. Finding
the girl alone at home, the accused

barged into her house and gan-
graped her, a police official said.

The three boys fled the spot soon
after committing the crime.

The gangrape survivor narrated
her plight to her parents when they
returned home in the evening.
Father of  the minor girl lodged an
FIR with the Sadar police.

The three accused and the gan-
grape survivor will be sent to MKCG
Medical College and Hospital
(MKCGMCH) here for medical ex-
amination. Further investigation
into the case is still underway, sub-
divisional police officer (SDPO)
Berhampur Sadar Jayant Kumar
Mohapatra said.

Mayurbhanj youth
missing in U’khand
glacier disaster 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Khunta, Feb 10: A youth from
Satapautia village under Khunta
block in Mayurbhanj district is re-
portedly missing after the dev-
astating glacier burst  in
Uttarakhand.

The missing youth was iden-
tified as Parshuram Hansda, 41,
son of  Rabindranath Hansda of
the village. He was working as
an electrician for the last three
years in Rishi Ganga Power
Project in the Himalayan state
after completing his ITI course.
His family members said he is
incommunicable since the fate-
ful day February 7.  

He was scheduled to return
home February 15 but before
that he went missing after the
natural disaster.

This has pushed his family
members into distress as they
met the District Collector in
Baripada and pleaded with him
to take measures for his safe 
rescue.

Earlier, Nagarjuna Das of  Kuda
village under Chandbali block in
Bhadrak district was reported
missing after the glacier burst in
Uttarakhand. 

So far, 32 bodies have been re-
covered from different places in
the avalanche-hit areas of
Chamoli of  which eight have
been identified while 174 people
are still missing, the State
Emergency Control Centre in
Dehradun said.

More than 600 Army, Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP),
National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) and Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) personnel are en-
gaged in the search-and-rescue
operations.

Jumbo dead inside
Karlapat sanctuary 
Bhawanipatna: A female jumbo was
found dead under mysterious circum-
stances in Ghusugudi forest area under
Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary in
Kalahandi district Tuesday afternoon.
According to sources, some officials of
Kalahandi (south) forest division spot-
ted the decomposed body of the
pachyderm. A team of veterinary doc-
tors rushed to the spot and conducted
a post-mortem of the elephant. 
The forest officials have launched a
probe to find out the cause of death.
The exact reason behind the death of
the elephant can be ascertained after
post-mortem report comes in. 
A preliminary investigation suggested
that the female jumbo might have died
due to septicemia, forest officer of the
division T Ashok Kumar said. Notably,
the carcass of another female elephant
was found earlier in the first week of
February, 2021 near Tentulikhunti. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela: Three
minor boys were
drowned while
taking bath in Koel
river in Jhiripani
area near here in
Sundargarh dis-
trict Wednesday
afternoon. The
matter came to
fore after locals no-
ticed the bodies
floating in the
river and informed
the police. Police
fished out  the 
bodies with the
help of  fire per-
sonnel and resi-
dents. The incident
occurred when
three boys aged
below 12 years had
gone to take bath
in the river. They
went deep into 
the water and
drowned. Police 
suspect the 
deceased could be
from the nearby
slum as slippers
were found at the
river bank.

3 kids drown
in Koel river
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God/universe/nature has a strict rule: all the suffering caused by man
will have to be borne by man. Is anyone on this planet happy? Rich
or poor? Hindus call it the law of  Karma. Other religions simply dis-

miss it as coincidence.
The root of  all suffering is the way we eat and what we want in terms of

possessions: our clothing, cars, houses, money. Both these are destroying the
earth. But it starts with what we eat.

See how the cycle of  suffering is constructed. We grow animals to eat them.
It is those animals that are creating the climate change that is so vicious that,
all over the world, countries are falling to bits: climate change has created
months of  unrelenting forest fires in Australia, the locust invasions in
Africa and Asia because the rains increased in length and severity – to just
give you two examples.

But now a new factor has been seen: it was always there but it has been
researched and revealed only now. We keep cattle really badly, closed sheds,
no exercise, standing in their own dung, injected with hormones to increase
their milk and meat, their children killed in front of  them, their permanent
pregnancies, bad food... we have left no stone unturned to be as wicked as
possible to cows and buffaloes. As a result they are sick. In India most of  them
have mastitis, cancer, tuberculosis, foot and mouth disease and many other
diseases. Whoever drinks milk, or eats their meat, is going to get these dis-
eases- that is a certainty.

But what is this doing to the world in general? There are three gases
mainly responsible for the heating of  the atmosphere and climate change:
carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide. Of  these, methane is the most
deadly – not carbon dioxide. It is 24 times stronger than carbon dioxide in
warming the world.

And it comes from just 3 sources: coal, rice,
and animals grown for meat. India, China and Brazil
– methane is our gift to the ending of  the world.

One cow emits 600 litres of  methane every day.
Pigs, goats, chicken, and every other grass eater
grown for meat, do the same in varying amounts.
This is when they are healthy.

But most of  the livestock in the world is sick –
from sick and suffering chickens to cows and buf-
faloes, it is rare to find a single healthy animal.

Now, researchers have found that sick live-
stock produce even more methane. And their
study shows a vicious circle: methane warms
the atmosphere locally and globally and, the hot-
ter temperature increases the spread of
pathogens and the numbers of  unwell live-
stock around the world. In short: sick cows
are making the planet sick and a sick planet is
making the cows even sicker.

There is only one way to deal with this: reduce
the livestock substantially. Stop eating and ex-
porting meat if  you want any other crop to survive global warming. Stop grow-
ing and keeping cows and buffaloes if  you want to survive. You can always
argue that humans will find a better way to keep livestock. But industriali-
sation of  milk and meat does not allow for that. The Animal Husbandry Ministry
has no hospitals, no medicines, no veterinary help for sick animals any-
where in India. But it has a huge amount of  money for artificial insemina-
tion of  cows/buffaloes. Therefore there is no plan to alleviate the sickness
of  our meat/milk producing animals – only to keep producing them in larger
amounts. A cow that is inseminated once a year to produce a baby will get
weaker and weaker, ill fed, never looked after, tied the entire day, milked with
dirty hands, fed a little rubbish and overworked. This animal is never going
to be well. When you get sick, your stomach starts misbehaving and you pro-
duce masses of  gas; this is what the cow does. Either the government finds
a better way to protect their health, or we stop growing cattle.

Writing in the journal Trends in Ecology and Evolution, the researcher
Ezenwa and others focused on common, widespread ailments such as gas-
trointestinal worms, and bacterial infections like mastitis—that are also known
to increase methane emissions. Gastrointestinal worm infections disrupt the
regular makeup of  a cow’s gut, resulting in the production of  more methane.

Current estimates suggest that livestock populations are going to in-
crease by 2.7 per cent annually. This growing population will already cause
a 20 per cent leap in methane emissions a decade from now. But when the
researchers factored the effects of  a common parasitic gastrointestinal
worm into this equation, that figure jumped steeply to 82 per cent—a four-
fold increase in expected emissions. And that is just one disease. Each dis-
ease will increase the methane.

Other studies have also shown the methane cost of  illness in livestock. For
instance, studies show that lambs infected with gastrointestinal worms
produced 33 per cent more methane per kilogram of  feed, compared to un-
infected lambs. In cows, mastitis, which affects udders, causes an 8 per cent
increase in methane per kilogram of  milk. 

Animal welfare is a key player in agricultural emissions, and it deserves
immediate attention. Rising temperatures are increasing the prevalence of
many diseases that plague livestock, because the warmth accelerates their
breeding. Antibiotic resistance in some bacteria—like those that cause mas-
titis—is also growing under hotter conditions.

Are there any new ways to treat and reduce disease, to lessen the load on
animals and the planet, and to free livestock from this destructive climate-
and-disease loop? No. There is only one way: stop eating meat and dairy.

To join the animal welfare movement contact gandhim@nic.in,
www.peopleforanimalsindia.org

T he much-awaited decision in
Budget 2021 to hike FDI in
insurance sector from 49

per cent to 74 per cent was well re-
ceived by international payers
and it is expected that the country
can see investment by MNCs of
around Rs 20000 crore to Rs 25000
crore in the next three years. India,
with one of  the lowest insurance
penetration globally, will benefit
with the increase in FDI as capi-
tal infusion will strengthen pri-
vate players who can play a key role
in taking insurance to the country’s
nook and corner. At the same time
they can give a tough competition
to public sector insurance giants
by rolling innovative products
with increased use of  technology. 

Insurance penetration is meas-
ured as the percentage of  insurance
premium in USD to the GDP and
the insurance density is meas-
ured as the ratio of  premium in
USD to population.

After liberalisation of  the in-
surance sector in the beginning of
the 21st century, there was con-

sistent growth in insurance pen-
etration from 2.71 per cent in 2001
to 5.2 per cent in 2009. The period
from 2010 to 2014 witnessed a de-
cline in penetration of  insurance.
However, the following years
marked growth from 3.44 in 2015
to 3.70 in 2018 against the global av-
erage of  6.09. Life insurance pen-
etration in the country which
stood at 2.15 in 2001 increased to
all time high of  4.60 in 2009 and
touched 2.74 in 2018 against the
global figure of  3.31. Similarly,
non-life insurance penetration re-
mained at 0.56 in 2001 and in-
creased to 0.97 in 2018 against 2.78
at the global level.

The insurance density which
stood at 11.5 USD in 2001 increased
to 64.4 USD in 2010. There was a
slight decrease thereafter but
reached 74 USD in 2018. Life in-
surance density which stood at
9.10 USD in 2001 reached 55 USD
in 2018 and non-life insurance den-
sity which was 2.4 USD in 2001 in-
creased to 19 USD in 2018. These
figures speak volumes about the

growth in the insurance industry
but there is still much place to
cover and the finance minister’s
announcement is a shot in the
arm for the sector.

As per IRDAI Annual Report
2018-19, there were 8785 life in-
surance offices a decade ago which
came down to 6347 in 2019. On the
other hand, the number of  life in-
surance offices of  LIC of  India
which stood at 3030 a decade ago
increased to 4932 in 2019. This re-
flects the steady growth of  the
public sector in life insurance
whereas the private sector is lag-
ging behind. On the other hand, in
the non-life sector, it is the pri-
vate sector which is in the dri-
ver’s seat. The number of  non-life
insurance public sector offices op-
erating in the country decreased
from 8296 in 2018 to 8150 in 2019. But
the number of  non-life insurance
offices of  the private sector in-
creased from 2043 in 2018 to 2459
in 2019.

However, the challenge is the
proposed new structure of  man-

agement. In her Budget speech,
Nirmala Seetharaman said that
under the new structure, majority
of  the directors on the board and
key management persons would be
resident Indians, with at least 50
per cent of  the directors being in-
dependent directors and specified
percentage of  profit being retained
as general reserves. This will cre-
ate some sort of  safe guard in case
an unwanted situation arises in fu-
ture.

In 2014, the Indian government
increased the FDI from 26 per cent
to 49 per cent but the stringent
rule requiring all insurers to be
Indian owned and Indian man-
aged discouraged many  multi-
nationals to pump in capital.
However, the present proposal
looks lucrative and no doubt the
insurance sector will attract FDI
to boost penetration and density
levels of  insurance in the country.

The writer is Head,
Department of  Commerce,

Nowrangpur College. Views
are personal. 

Paving way for FDI in insurance sector

EMASCULATION OF 4TH ESTATE
I

n the immediate post-inde-
pendence period, there were
two modes of  accessing news
-- print media and radio. The

latter, designated as All India
Radio, was controlled by the gov-
ernment, so quite a few unseen
hands with strainers sieved the
news before the brew could be of-
fered to the public. Such was the
low credibility of  our radio that
Indians mostly went to BBC when-
ever they wanted the ‘real’ ver-
sion on important events such as
the Chinese aggression of  1962.

The AIR’s nadir had been
reached during the “Emergency,”
when censorship was clamped
down on all modes of  media, es-
pecially the print media. Yet that
period saw the Indian Fourth
Estate’s finest hour, with a ma-
jority of  its constituents fighting
censorship tooth and nail and
often suffering for their effrontery.
One also recalls the underground,
cyclostyled “Press,” which kept the
ordinary Indian up to date about
goings on in the country.

In those days the print media
was the only source for credible
news and views. Mind you, not
that everything was hunky dory,
for a few of  the newspapers and
journals had their own axes to
grind. Also, the establishment
sought to put across its point of
view through publications of  its
own. But, even then, there was a
broad-based solidity and credi-
bility about the print media which,
unfortunately, has evaporated with
the passage of  time.

Moreover, the print media of
that era, both at the national and
regional level, wielded real im-
portance, and its ‘voice’ was heard.
Politicians and bureaucrats in-
undating the corridors of  power
listened to what the media had to
say and reacted accordingly.
Editorials and news items were re-
ligiously placed before the big-
wigs everyday so that they could
sniff  which way the wind was
blowing. “Letters to the Editor” too
were scrutinised and grievances
rectified. Journalists were a tough
and brazen lot, aware of  the power
they commanded, but sensibly
purveying credible information
rather than using the medium for
self-aggrandisement.

What a different scenario it is
today! The Fourth Estate can wear
out its throat denouncing the preva-
lent chicanery and corruption
without as much as moving a hair
on the heads of  politicians, bu-
reaucrats or the public. Committed

journalists can lambast the local
administration against its apathy
and inefficiency without effect-
ing meaningful changes. Previously,
if  someone’s name came out for the
“wrong” reasons in a newspaper
he or she would become incom-
municado for months altogether!
Nowadays, arrested culprits do
not even bother to try and con-
ceal their faces as they are led
away in manacles, while the ex-
posed “corrupt” prance about
openly, having developed skins
thicker than the proverbial rhino.

The process of  emasculation of
the Fourth Estate began with the
intrusion of  television in Indian
drawing rooms towards the mid-
dle of  the 1980s. Right from its
commencement the idiot box,
started in India as a tightly con-
trolled arm of  the establishment,
and prosaically named
“Doordarshan,” unabashedly
played its role as a purveyor of
news without an iota of  credibil-
ity. However, if  one imagined that
the entry of  private channels had
invested credibility in the medium,
that was a mistake. This was be-
cause private players who later
entered the arena had their own
games to play, the greatest casualty
being the “objective” presenta-
tion of  news and views. The prob-
lem with the audio-visual media
was that it had to attract viewer-
ship in order to survive, for with-
out viewers there were no adver-
tisements,  and without
advertisements there could be no
channel! Even for 24x7 news chan-
nels a change in the style of  news
content and presentation was nec-
essary - -  the style  of  the
Doordarshan-type newscasters
with deadpan expressions and mo-

notonous voices certainly would
not serve to attract viewers.
Moreover, it was the way a piece
of  news was presented, rather
than the basic significance, which
served to increase viewership.
Thus, the process of  sensational-
ising the most ordinary news item
and making it sound earth-shak-
ing began with the intrusion of
electronic media.

At the same time editorial dis-
crimination as to news-worthi-
ness of  an item began to play a less
dominant role. Being a visual pres-
entation, availability of  “footage”
was an important consideration,
with the result that more often
than not trivial bits of  news got
more importance over crucial
items merely because the chan-
nel had more visuals to air. To
make news presentation “livelier,”
the live “debate” format was in-
troduced, which often descended
into farcical verbal fisticuffs, invit-
ing laughter from the viewer rather
than a cerebral response. The re-
ality was that the audio-visual
media, unlike established print
media, had to pander to an amor-
phous viewership belonging to
different levels, social and educa-
tional backgrounds, thus presen-
tation and content could not be
too high-brow or even directed at
a presumed average audience.

The electronic media, perforce,
had to aim at the lowest common
denominator in order to attract
the widest spectrum of  viewer-
ship. Thus, petty news with which
viewers could empathise more
readily, rather than those of  wider
potential impact, took precedence.
The problems of  the print media
were made more acute with the
phenomenal increase in the num-

ber of  publications, as also the in-
vasion of  the “wannabe” media
moguls. Corporate houses which
could boost their business prospects
by controlling a media group,
politicians who had made their
piles through dubious means --
there has been a mad rush to grab
a slice of  the media pie, both print
and electronic, thereby eroding
its credibility even further.
Established media organisations,
which had painstakingly built up
their reputation through decades
of  conscientious journalism, sud-
denly found themselves being chal-
lenged by fly-by-night operators,
whose concept of  news-signifi-
cance was based on the size of  the
font of  the printed headline.
Unfortunately, the print-media
succumbed and took the easy way
out. No doubt a few tried to re-
sist, but found it to be the surest
route to rapidly decreasing circu-
lation and a final exit. Today,
whether it be at the national or
regional level, overt sensationalism
is the order of  the day, with trite,
badly written “human interest”
pieces hogging the front-pages
which would earlier have been put
to better use. Equally unfortunate
is the total lack of  scruples dis-
played by a major chunk of  the
Fourth Estate to objective pres-
entation of  news and views, with
many of  them not hesitating to
openly flaunt their partisan per-
spectives, unconcerned as to how
readers would categorise them.

Many of  the negative traits dis-
played by the electronic media
have rubbed off  on a section of
the print media. For instance, the
so called “national” newspapers
published from India’s capital un-
abashedly pander to “mass” cul-
ture. With such trivialisation has
come the inevitable emasculation,
for the powers that be have recog-
nised that in the realm of  today’s
Fourth Estate the intelligentsia
has been marginalised.

To add to its woes, the current in-
formation technology explosion
has ensured access to news and in-
formation from sources outside
the scope of  the Fourth Estate. In
fact, to a segment of  the new gen-
eration, a newspaper or even a
news channel belongs to an alien
world, for they have their own world
literally in the palm of  their hands!

The author, a Padma Shri
awardee, is a prominent 

social historian and writer
based in Guwahati.
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With trivialisation has come the inevitable
emasculation, for the powers that be have
recognised that in the realm of today’s Fourth
Estate the intelligentsia has been marginalised 
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Care not for time and success.
Act out thy part, whether it be
to fail or to prosper.

SRI AUROBINDO

INDIA 

THE CURRENT
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

EXPLOSION HAS
ENSURED

ACCESS TO
NEWS AND

INFORMATION
FROM SOURCES

OUTSIDE THE
SCOPE OF THE

FOURTH ESTATE 

Arup Kumar
Dutta

WISDOM CORNER
We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we used when
we created them.

ALBERT EINSTEIN

There is only one corner of the universe you can be certain of
improving, and that's your own self.

ALDOUS HUXLEY

A little learning is a dangerous thing; Drink deep, or taste not the
Pierian spring.

ALEXANDER POPE

MEDIA

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

INDIA, WITH ONE
OF THE LOWEST

INSURANCE 
PENETRATION

GLOBALLY, WILL
BENEFIT WITH

INCREASE IN FDI AS
CAPITAL INFUSION
WILL STRENGTHEN

PRIVATE PLAYERS 

Bhaskar Nath Biswal

Welcome move

Sir, The Centre’s decision to restore 4G inter-
net service in Jammu and Kashmir is welcome.
A powerful medium like internet is both a boon
and a bane. One need hardly mention the in-
ternet’s ability to educate, empower, enlighten
and entertain. Inversely, its flagrant misuse by
unscrupulous elements injects venom in the so-
ciety and disturbs peace. To prevent escalation
of  fabricated news and propaganda, the Centre’s
move was inevitable. It is the responsibility of
the government to ensure law and order.  There
was every possibility that terror groups across
the border might have used the vulnerable peo-
ple to their advantage. Now, the government’s
positive step in reinstating 4G internet back to
Jammu and Kashmir has been welcomed by the
common man as well as senior politicians
cutting across party lines.  

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

Economy post Covid

Sir, The hope as expressed in the economic survey is that India could achieve a GDP growth
of  11 per cent in fiscal 2021-22, taking advantage of  the expected jump-start after the sea-
son of  lockdowns and extensive restrictions on public life. The next fiscal, it could get
down to normal with a 6.8 per cent growth. If  this happens, well and good. It is time the
government also makes the right moves to free up the economy from too much control
that has brought down the spirit of  enterprise. This is also adversely affecting job cre-
ation. The Economic Survey 2020-21 expresses optimism about a V-shaped recovery for
the economy. This is well-understood, given the positives that should emerge in the con-
text of  the fast-paced vaccination drive across the world and in India. Question however
is, given India’s laid-back approach to matters, how much of  this new energy can this
nation make proper use of. Hurdles from the government side themselves are far too many,
as was the case in the pre-Covid times too. The index of  eight core sector industries kept
contracting in past few months, raising question marks over an early recovery. The sur-
vey notes that Bangladesh economy is growing fast on the back of  a major uptick in ex-
ports, based on the competitive advantage it has; something which Indian enterprises
failed to achieve. It is high time our complacence is replaced with a new energy to per-
form. The manufacturing sector is down in the dumps and understandably so. The com-
mission raj and not just China, ensured as much. If  very little investment is coming into
this sector, it is worth pondering why. K Ravi, BHUBANESWAR 
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Make a hames of something

The expression is indeed restricted to Ireland and doesn’t now seem to
be so very common even there. Here’s one example from the Irish

Examiner in August 2004, describing a local politician’s chances in a
reshuffle: “You know he’d be thrilled with Finance, and it wouldn’t do you
any harm to watch him make a hames of it. He could even be the
scapegoat for the next election.” Though the expression isn’t known
elsewhere, anyone who has much to do with working horses will know
the term, because the hames are the two curved supports attached to the
collar of a draft horse to which the traces are fastened.  Here’s a literary
example, from Hugh Leonard’s Out After Dark of 1989: “Instead I made a
hames of it, mislaying a verb, marooning a noun on a foreign shore,
starting a jerry-built sentence that caved in halfway through.” Hame, in
lots of different spellings, was once common in dialects throughout
Britain and Ireland and there are terms in Old Dutch and German that are
similar. The best we can say about its origins is that it’s a Germanic word,
perhaps imported from Dutch around 1300.

The root of all 
suffering is the way
we eat and what we

want in terms of 
possessions: our

clothing, cars, 
houses, money 

Maneka Gandhi 
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Saharanpur, Feb 10: Congress
General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra Wednesday promised that
his party will repeal the three "black"
central farm laws and ensure MSPs
for different crops as soon as it re-
turned to power at the Centre.

"When the Congress comes to
power again, we will immediately
repeal these farm laws. We will
also ensure MSPs for all farmers,"
she said while addressing a 'Kisan
Panchayat '  in Chilkhana in
Saharanpur district.

Priyanka also urged the farmer
not to step back from their ongoing
agitation across many states in
support of  their demands and as-
sured that the Congress would stand
with them in "their fight against the
black laws".

"There should be no politics with
farmers. Those who do not respect
the sentiments of  farmers cannot
be called patriots," the Congress
leader said.

The Congress leader also flayed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
while reminding the audience that
the BJP had promised to clear sugar
cane dues totalling `15,000 crore
within 15 days of  coming to power
at the Centre.

"Instead, the Prime Minister
bought two planes worth `16,000
crore for himself  and conveniently
forgot about the famers' money,"
she quipped.

"When a farmer's son becomes a
jawan, he provides security to the
Prime Minister but the latter does

not recognise what lies in the hearts
of  farmers." "They claim that those
protesting on the Delhi borders are
not farmers but anti-social ele-
ments. Why do they have to ridicule
the farmers? And what do they
mean by using the term 'andolan-
jivi'?" she asked.

Earlier, the Saharanpur district
administration had imposed Section
144 of  the CrPC ahead of  the farm-
ers' meeting.

The District Magistrate issued
an order to this effect citing various

reasons like upcoming festivities,
spread of  Covid-19 pandemic and
possibility of  violence by anti-social
elements in the state. The restrictions
were imposed till April 5.

Recalling the ruling BJP's poll
promises, the Congress leader said
the money government sugar mill owe
to farmers in the state has not been
paid. “However, two aircraft worth
`16,000 crore have been bought for
Narendra Modi ji so that he can
travel across the world," she claimed.

She also criticised the spending
on the planned new Parliament
complex when the sugarcane farm-
ers are not being paid their dues.

Earlier, she tweeted in Hindi, "To
listen to the farmers'  'dil ki baat', un-
derstand them, share my feelings
with them and support their strug-
gle, I will be in Saharanpur today.
The BJP government will have to
withdraw the black farm laws."

Cong will repeal farm laws
when back in power: Priyanka

There should be no
politics with
farmers. Those who

do not respect the
sentiments of farmers cannot
be called patriots
PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA I CONGRESS
GENERAL SECRETARY
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Prayagraj, Feb 10: For those who
have not been able to attend the on-
going Magh Mela due to various
reasons, including the corona scare,
there is hope.

Saints and seers camping in the
Magh Mela have started using tech-
nology to connect with their disciples.

The saints are live streaming
their sermon sessions on various so-
cial media platforms.

Acharya Parmanand is among
those who regularly uploads his
Bhagwad Katha and Ram Katha
on his Facebook page as well as
YouTube channel.

"The Acharya has a large num-
ber of  devotees who could not make
it to the Magh Mela this year due
to the pandemic. They have been con-
tacting us and so we decided to live

stream the Acharya's sermons.
These sermons will remain posted
and anyone can catch up with them

later," said Ajay Rai, a disciple who
takes care of  ensuring that the ser-
mons are uploaded on time.

Swami Brahmashram Maharaj,
national president of  the Akhil
Bharatiya Dandi Sanyasi Parishad,
said he regularly interacts with his
followers at a designated time
through Skype and FaceTime.

"My devotees have innumerable
questions and I solve their prob-
lems through this technology on a
daily basis," he said.

Almost every camp in the Magh
Mela has a laptop and a tech-savvy
disciple. Messages for press con-
ferences are sent through WhatsApp
and the schedule for sermons and
other religious activities are con-
veyed through emails and the social
media.

What makes adaptation of  tech-
nology easier this time, is the fact
that a large number of  seers and
saints are highly educated.

For instance, Swami Pranav Puri

holds a Bachelor of  Technology
(B.Tech) degree in Computer Science
and MBA (Master of  Business
Administration).

Mahant Bajrang Muni Udasin
also holds degrees like BBA
(Bachelor of  Business
Administration), BA and MA.

Saints associated with Akharas
like the Kinnar Akhara are also
tech-savvy.

The 'kalpvasis' this year are not
cut off  from the outside world 
either, unlike previous years 
when they lived for a month in
total isolation.

Swadesh Maurya, 76, has brought
his laptop and cell phone with him.

"It helps me remain connected
with my family because they worry
about my well-being. Moreover, I
can attend spiritual discourses sit-
ting in my tent," he said.

Saints get tech-savvy to connect with devotees
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New Delhi, Feb 10: At a time when
Modi 2.0 has ticked all checkboxes
in providing vaccine aid to India's
neighbours, the Centre has ratch-
eted up a mega plan for a strategic
partnership with Japan in poll-
bound Assam.

Ahead of  the state Assembly
elections, External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar will be taking a
Japanese delegation headed by
their Ambassador to India, Satoshi
Suzuki, to the northeastern state
February 14, a move seen as fillip
to NDA's Look East policy.

Official sources in MEA con-
firmed to IANS that Jaishankar
and a Japanese delegation will
physically review some of  the
Japanese-aided projects that are
under construction in Assam. The
Sarbananda Sonowal government
in Assam has already acquired
2,000 bighas of  land in Nagarbera
for an upcoming Japanese Industrial
Township.

"India is setting up the 13th
Japanese industrial township in
Assam. The purpose is aimed at

helping more domestic manufac-
turing with help of  Japan in this bor-
der state. It will bring huge em-
ployment and tech knowhow. We
have had such partnerships with
Japan, Israel and the US time to
time," a senior MEA official said.

The project is being looked after
by the Japan External Trade
Organisation. It is like to have a
host of  plug and play companies in
coordination with government.

The Japanese Embassy did not
comment on about the visit con-
sidering the memorandum of  un-
derstanding confidentiality.

Sources said the delegation may
also include representatives of  the
Japanese International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) - Japan government's
agency which provides aid for eco-
nomic and social growth in devel-
oping countries and promotes in-
ternational cooperation.

Jaishankar, sources said, may
also sign a new Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Japan
for skills training and recruitment
of  youth in Assam, which is likely
to go to assembly elections in April.

Five years ago, the BJP wrested
power from the Congress, which
had ruled the state for 15 years
since 2001. The election battle in
Assam this time, has turned quite
fierce ever since the Congress-led
UPA formed a grand alliance with
Maulana Badruddin Ajmal's All
India United Democratic Front
(AIUDF).

The BJP-led alliance headed by
Sarbananda Sonowal is facing stiff
opposition from the AIUDF which
had won 13 seats and the Congress
which got 26 out of  the 126 assem-
bly seats in the 2016 state polls. The
political rhetoric in Assam focuses
on religious and ethnic identities be-
cause of  illegal migrants from
Bangladesh and its sensitive de-
mographics.

As per the 2011 census, 61.5 per
cent people in Assam were Hindus
and 34.22 per cent Muslims. Out of
32 districts, 11 are Muslim major-
ity in Assam. The Hindu demo-
graphics is further divided along eth-
nicities - Bodo, Bengalis and others.
With massive influx of  migrants
from Bangladesh, the population

of  Assam's indigenous communi-
ties, has been on a downward curve.

Apart from the debate on demo-
graphics, Assam's concerns have re-
mained high rate of  unemploy-
ment due to poor infrastructure
and inadequate connectivity.
Incidentally, Japan's bilateral re-
lationship with India, which
strengthened under former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, has ben-
efitted Assam in the last few years.

A spokesperson of  Japanese
Embassy in New Delhi told IANS
that Japan has assisted several in-
frastructure development plans
which include the Dhubri-Phulbari
bridge, Guwahati Sewerage proj-
ect, Guwahati water supply project
and construction of  vocational
training center for poor women in
Kamrup.

Japan was the fourth largest in-
vestor for India in 2019. Currently,
about 1,454 Japanese companies
have branches in India. "At recent
summit meetings, India and Japan
reconfirmed the commitment to
synergising India's demographic
dividend and Japan's capital and
technology to realise the true po-
tential of  the Japan-India economic
partnership for a prosperous fu-
ture," as per an official statement
of  the Japanese government.

Abe's successor, Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga who got a landslide
victory in party leadership elec-
tion September 14, is pursuing the
same vision for Japan-India strate-
gic partnership. Sources said
Jaishankar, who was a career diplo-
mat before he joined politics, shares
a very good rapport with the
Japanese government, due to which
he was able to bring in a lot of  in-
vestment for Assam.
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Hailakandi (Assam), Feb 10:
Several shacks were torched and a
few persons were injured in an at-
tack by unidentified people in
Hailakandi district of  Assam near
the state's border with Mizoram,
prompting the authorities to clamp
prohibitory orders under Section
144 CrPC in the district, an offi-
cial said Wednesday.

The incidents of  violence and
arson took place at Kachurthol
under Ramnathpur police station
area Tuesday night.

The situation there was tense
but under control, the official said.

The authorities have beefed up
security in the area where senior
officials of  the civil and police ad-
ministrations are camping.

Apprehending further breach of
public peace and tranquillity in the
border areas following the incident,
Additional District Magistrate R K
Dam promulgated prohibitory or-
ders under Section 144 in the district
with immediate effect.

"Certain elements may take ad-
vantage of  the present fragile sit-
uation to create disturbance in pub-

lic order and destroy the harmo-
nious co-existence of  all sections
of  society in the district," he said.

Meanwhile, Suzamuddin Laskar,
the MLA of  the area, has written
to Chief  Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal and Director General of
Police Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta urg-
ing them to take immediate steps
to instil security among the people
living along the border areas from
"armed aggression of  the neigh-
bouring state".

The Katlicherra MLA claimed
that around 30 people were seri-
ously injured in the attack and
about 50 houses were burnt by mis-
creants from the neighbouring
state Tuesday night.

Earlier on February 3, a school
building was damaged in a power-
ful bomb explosion at Muliala in
Hailakandi district near the Mizoram
border. Tension prevailed along the
Assam-Mizoram border for days in
October and November last year
after several people were injured
in a clash between the residents of
Cachar district of  Assam and
Mizoram's Kolasib district. A num-
ber of  makeshift huts in the border
area were also torched at that time.

External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar will be taking

a Japanese delegation
headed by their

Ambassador to India,
Satoshi Suzuki, to the

northeastern state
February 14, a move seen

as fillip to the NDA’s 
Look East policy
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Lucknow, Feb 10: In the middle of
the ongoing farmers’ agitation for
the repeal of  the three new farm
laws, the Congress has been work-
ing at a fast pace to strengthen its
political base. 

The party feels that in the west-
ern districts of  Uttar Pradesh by
coming out in favour of  the farmer
protests, it is preparing the politi-
cal ground for the upcoming pan-
chayat (civic) polls and Assembly
elections.

In western UP, the Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD) is also all set to gain
political mileage from the farm-
ers' agitation, say analysts. After
Mathura and Baraut, crowds
thronging the panchayats in Shamli

are making other political parties
restless. The Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) and the Samajwadi Party
(SP) are silent, but the Congress is
desperate to gain some political
mileage. Wherever there is no pres-
ence of  the RLD, the Congress
wants to influence the farmers to-
wards it.

At the same time, a strategy has
also been chalked out to stop the
RLD from trying to dent the
Congress's traditional strongholds.

Ahead of  the UP Assembly elec-
tions next year, the Congress is
working to gain a major vote 
bank through the anti-farm laws
movement by campaigning at 
the grassroots level in the west-
ern UP districts where the party's
base is strong.
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Lucknow, Feb 10: The ordinance
on 'forced' or 'fraudulent' religious
conversions, which was promul-
gated by the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment in November last year, will be
formally passed by the state Assembly
in the upcoming Budget Session.

Though the opposition is prepar-
ing to vehemently oppose the pas-
sage of  the Bill, the numbers in
the state Assembly weigh heavily
in favour of  the ruling party which
will not have any problem in get-
ting the Bill through.

In an Assembly of  403 members,
the BJP has 312 MLAs which is
more than enough to see the Bill be-
come the law.

The Budget Session begins
February 18 and will continue till
March 10.

Chief  Minister Yogi Adityanath
has been advocating the law to
check such religious conversions for
marriage and states like Haryana
and Madhya Pradesh have also
brought in similar laws to counter
alleged attempts to convert the
Hindu women to Islam in the guise
of  marriage, which the right wing
forces refer to as 'love jihad'.

The Uttar Pradesh Prohibition
of  Unlawful Conversion of  Religion
Ordinance, 2020 provides for a jail
term of  up to 10 years for any vio-
lation.

All the offences under the ordi-
nance shall be cognisable, non-
bailable and triable by the court of
sessions.

The ordinance states that no
person shall convert or attempt to
convert, either directly or otherwise,
any other person from one reli-
gion to another by use or practice
of  misrepresentation, force, undue
influence, coercion, allurement or
by any fraudulent means or by
marriage, nor shall any person
abet, convince or conspire such
conversion.

If  any person reconverts to their
immediate previous religion, the
same shall not be deemed to be a
conversion under the ordinance.

Any aggrieved person, parents,
brother, sister, or any relative may
lodge an FIR over such a conversion.

Another ordinance that will be-
come law in the Budget Session is
the one on "UP Recovery of  dam-
age to public properties".

Violence erupts in
Assam-Mizoram border 

PROHIBITORY ORDERS UNDER 
SECTION 144 CRPC CLAMPED

UP anti-conversion
ordinance to
become law soon

Though the Opposition is preparing to vehemently
oppose the passage of the Bill, the numbers in the

Assembly weigh heavily in favour of BJP 

Farmers’ stir to boost Cong
prospects in western UP 

Makeshift tents in the Magh Mela area at Sangam on the eve of Mauni Amavasya festival in Prayagraj, Wednesday. PTI PHOTO

GRAND ARRANGEMENT
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New Delhi/Guwahati, Feb 10:
Ahead of  Assembly polls in the
state, the Assam Congress is set to
launch four bus yatras named 'Axom
Basaon Ahok' which will criss-
cross the state for two weeks, meet-
ing voters and discussing their
grievances and issues.

While interacting with the media
in Guwahati, Assam Pradesh
Congress Committee President
Ripun Bora said the party will
reach out to every household in
the state to know their sufferings
and hardships in five years of  the

BJP's "misrule". "We will visit every
house to know problems of  people
they have been facing for last five
years," said Bora.

According to party leaders, one
yatra each will be led by Pradyut
Bordoloi, chairperson of  the party's
campaign committee, Gaurav Gogoi,
Debabrata Saikia and Sushmita Dev.

According to the party's plans,
Bordoloi's bus yatra will begin from
at 10 am February 12 from Bordua
Satra, the birthplace of  Srimant
Sankardev that  fal ls  under
Batadraba Assembly constituency
of  Nagaon district, while Saikia
will kick off  his bus yatra February

12 at 3 pm. Saikia, who is the
Congress Legislature Party (CLP)
leader in the Assembly shall start
his bus yatra after paying homage
to Piyali Phukan at his memorial
in Sivasagar city.

Meanwhile, Gogoi, Congress MP
from Kaliabor, will begin his yatra
from Guwahati after paying tribute
to great Assamese warrior and Ahom
army leader Lachin Borphukan at
his memorial located on banks of
Brahmaputra river in state capital.
He will begin his yatra at 12 pm
February 13, while Dev will start
her bus yatra from Silchar and will
be touring the Barak valley.

Cong to launch bus yatras 
in Assam ahead of polls

In poll-bound Assam, MEA goes for Japanese push
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Raini (Uttarakhand), Feb 10:
The families of  workers missing
from the Rishiganga hydel project
site created a ruckus here on
Wednesday accusing the authori-
ties of  not carrying out the rescue
operations properly after the sud-
den flood in the Alaknanda river sys-
tem wreaked havoc.

The kin of  around 40 missing
workers engaged in a heated argu-
ment with the authorities of  the
project for two hours, alleging lack
of  urgency in the rescue work. "It

is four days since the tragedy oc-
curred but all the focus is on restor-
ing connectivity. Rescuing the miss-
ing people does not seem to be the
priority," alleged a man from Punjab,
whose brother Jugal worked at the
Rishiganga hydel project.

"Jugal's phone rings when his
number is  dialed,"  he said.
Rishiganga project manager Kamal
Chauhan, who had to face the wrath
of  the families, said his help was not
being taken by the administration
to locate the missing.  The death toll
in the disaster was 34 as Tuesday
with six more bodies being recov-

ered during the day, officials had said
as multiple agencies raced against
time to reach the workers trapped
inside a tunnel at the power project
site and 174 people remained miss-
ing. The missing people include
those working at NTPC's 480-MW
Tapovan-Vishnugad project and
the 13.2-MW Rishiganga Hydel
Project and villagers whose homes
nearby were washed away.

Chief  Minister Trivendra 

Singh Rawat has been constantly
monitoring the relief  and rescue 
operations. 

He said, "There is no shortage
of  daily essential commodities in
the flood-hit areas, even as relief
assistance is being provided to the
kin of  the deceased. Efforts are on
to establish the identity of  the bod-
ies through collected DNA sam-
ples." At least 360 families from 13
villages in the border area were af-

fected following the disruption in
road links due to the catastro-
phe.Except for Pang and Murada,
which remained as the the worst af-
fected villages in Uttarakhand,
power has been restored in all the
remaining 11 villages.
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Fear has
pervaded the
minds of the

people of West
Bengal and they are
even afraid to talk
about democracy
and rule of law openly

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR | WEST BENGAL GOVERNOR

of the
day uote 

Over 29 lakh
people visited
the "Hunar

Haat" organised at
Avadh Shilpgram
here from January
22 to February 7 and
purchased handmade products of
indigenous artisans and craftsmen
worth crores of rupees

MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI | UNION MINISTER

When I
became CM in
2017 we were

giving good rule.
Some then tried to
wean away a few of
our MLAs from us.
You know who that conspirator is,
who tried to topple this
government, break the party by
dividing 18 persons

K PALANISWAMI | TAMIL NADU CHIEF MINISTER

The road to fighting
climate change is

through climate justice. At
the root of climate justice is
the principle of being large-
hearted. Climate justice is
also about thinking about the
bigger and long-term picture
NARENDRA MODI | PRIME MINISTER

The process for nursery admissions in 
over 1700 schools in Delhi will begin from
February 18, the Directorate of Education
(DoE) announced Wednesday, bringing 
respite for anxious parents who have been
waiting for the notification for over two months

NURSERY ADMISSIONS IN 
DELHI TO BEGIN FROM FEB 18

Porn racket:
Director held 
Mumbai: Mumbai police
have arrested one more
person, who directed nude
films for OTT platforms, in
connection with a
pornographic films racket
busted last week, taking the
total number of those held
in the case so far to nine,
including an actress, an
official said Wednesday. The
city crime branch's property
cell nabbed the ninth
accused, aged 40 years,
from Surat in Gujarat on
Tuesday night, he said,
adding the accused used to
direct films that cast actors
in nude and send them to
OTT (Over-the-Top)
platforms.

Ten Nepalese
nationals held 
Mumbai: Ten Nepalese
nationals have been arrested
here for procuring Aadhaar
cards fraudulently, the
police said Wednesday. Unit-
11 of the Mumbai police's
crime branch on February 2
had arrested an operator
and agent of an Aadhaar
card facilitation centre in
suburban Borivali, an official
said. During interrogation,
the investigators found that
they had helped foreign
nationals including those
from Nepal and Bangladesh
and also some Non Resident
Indians (NRIs) obtain
Aadhaar cards by using
bogus documents.

Nitish likely to
meet PM today
New Delhi: Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar arrived
in Delhi Wednesday and is
likely to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Thursday. It
will be the first meeting
between Modi and Kumar
after the latter was sworn in
as the Chief Minister of Bihar
in November last year. 

ED arrests CMD
of Kerala firm 
New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate Wednesday said
it has arrested the chairman-
cum-managing director of a
Kerala-based company in a
money laundering probe
linked to an alleged cheating
case. CMD of Thrissur-based
BRD group, William Verghese,
was arrested under the
provisions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) and he was sent to
seven days Enforcement
Directorate (ED) 
custody by an Ernakulam
court Tuesday. The agency
had booked Verghese after
taking cognisance of over a
hundred Kerala Police FIRs
registered against him and
others on the charge of
cheating numerous investors.
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GODLY TOUCH

An artist gives final touches to a Saraswati idol ahead of the Basant Panchami festival, in Agartala   UNI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Feb 10: The Indian
Navy is carrying out a mega war
game involving almost all opera-
tional assets like warships, sub-
marines and aircraft over a vast
geographical expanse in the Indian
Ocean Region to test the force's
combat readiness in a complex
multi-dimensional scenario, offi-
cials said Wednesday. 

The biennial 'Theatre Level
Operational Readiness Exercise
(TROPEX)' aims to validate the
Navy's offensive as well as defence
capabilities and safeguard national
interests in the maritime domain be-
sides promoting peace and stability
in the Indian Ocean, they said.

"Indian Navy's largest war game,

the biennial TROPEX 21, which
commenced in early January is
currently underway with partici-
pation of  all operational units of
Indian Navy including ships, sub-
marines, aircraft as well as units of
the Indian Army, Indian Air Force
and Coast Guard," the Navy said. 

It said the exercise will culmi-
nate by the third week of  February.
The exercise is taking place at a
time China has been making in-
creasing forays into the Indian
Ocean region as part of  its offensive
military manoeuvre.   "The exercise
is being conducted over a vast ge-
ographical expanse in the Indian
Ocean Region including its adjunct
waters and is aimed at testing com-
bat readiness of  the Navy in a com-
plex multi-dimensional scenario

set in the context of  the current
geo strategic environment," the
Navy said in a statement.

It said the conduct of  TROPEX is
being overseen by the Naval head-
quarters with participation from all

three commands of  the Indian Navy
and the tri-services command at
Port Blair. As part of  the first phase
of  the exercise, the Indian Navy
along with other stakeholders held
a two-day mega drill in January cov-

ering the country's 7,516 km coastline
and exclusive economic zone.

The 'Sea Vigil' exercise from
January 12-13 was billed as India's
largest coastal defence drill and it
was aimed at validating the coastal
defence setup which was revamped
after the 26/11 terror attack.
"Valuable lessons emerging from
the exercise are being incorporated
in the existing procedures to further
fine-tune the coastal defence ar-
chitecture of  the country," the Navy
said.  "Exercise Sea Vigil was fol-
lowed by a large-scale tri-service
joint amphibious exercise AM-
PHEX-21, which was conducted in
the Andaman and Nicobar group of
Islands from January 21-25," it said.

The amphibious exercise was
aimed at validating India's capa-

bilities to safeguard the territorial
integrity of  its island territories
and enhance operational synergy
and joint warfighting capabilities
amongst the three services, the
Navy said.  "The weapon workup
phase of  TROPEX, which concluded
recently, witnessed multiple 'on-
target' ordnance deliveries includ-
ing missiles, torpedoes and rockets
from frontline warships, aircraft
and submarines and demonstrated
the lethal firepower of  the Indian
Navy," the Navy said.

It said the 'weapon workout' phase
also reaffirmed the Navy's capabil-
ity to carry out long range maritime
strikes in the Indian Ocean Region,
a capability that is central to meet-
ing operational challenges and en-
suring safe seas and secure coasts. 

Indian Navy undertaking mega exercise in Indian Ocean Region 
The exercise is taking place at a time China has been making increasing forays into the Indian Ocean Region as part of its offensive military manoeuvre
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New Delhi, Feb 10: As part of
the Central Vista project, presti-
gious institutions like the National
Museum and the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts, lo-
cated in central Delhi, will be
shifted to other locations.

The Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) will
be set up in a new building to be
built on the Jamnagar House plot
while the National Museum will
be shifted to the North and South
Blocks.

The National Museum that show-
cases artefacts associated with the
history and cultural heritage of
the last 5,000 years in India is lo-
cated on Janpath in New Delhi. It
operates under the supervision of
the Ministry of  Culture. Similarly,
the Ministry of  Culture also over-
sees the IGNCA since 1985. In 1987,
the centre was made an au-
tonomous body.  Union Minister of
State for Housing and Urban
Affairs (Independent Charge)
Hardeep Singh Puri told the Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday that as part
of  the Central Vista project, the her-
itage building of  the National
Archives will be retained there
while the National Museum will
be relocated to the contiguous
North and South Blocks.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Feb 10: In a surprise de-
velopment, Bollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut has decided to un-
conditionally withdraw her suit
against the BrihanMumbai
Municipal Corporation over a 2018
demolition notice pertaining to
certain illegalities effected in her
properties in a Khar building.

"She has decided to withdraw the
suit in the next four days and has
informed the Bombay High Court
accordingly," her lawyer Rizwan
Siddique told IANS on Wednesday.

He said this case was related
to her property in Orchid Breeze
building in Khar in which the
BMC had served a demolition no-
tice in 2018 for certain unauthorised
constructions.

Instead of  pursuing the suit in
the high court, Ranaut will apply
for regularisation of  the struc-
ture as per the BMC rules within
four weeks. The BMC on its part
will expeditiously take a decision
on her application for regulari-
sation as per the court orders.
However, in case the BMC order
goes against her, then the actress
would get two weeks' time to ap-
proach the court again, despite
strong opposition by BMC coun-
sel Aspi Chinoy. 

To a query by Justice P. K.
Chavan to Ranaut's lawyer
Birendra Saraf  whether the with-
drawal was conditional or not, he
said it was unconditional.

KANGANA TO 
WITHDRAW CASE
AGAINST BMC

CENTRAL VISTA
PROJECT

IGNCA, National
Museum to be shifted
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New Delhi, Feb 10: Innocent cit-
izens drink Ganga water out of
reverence without knowing the
harmful contents and the least ex-
pected from the authorities is to no-
tify the extent of  harmful con-
tents at appropriate locations
including at Ganga Sagar in West
Bengal, the National Green
Tribunal said Wednesday.

The green panel said steps are
required to be taken on "war foot-
ing" by authorities in preventing
water pollution in Ganga.  It said
that control of  pollution of  river
Ganga needs to be taken seriously
at all levels in Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and
West Bengal.  "In absence thereof,
the desired result of  rejuvenation
of  river Ganga which is dream of

every Indian will remain unful-
filled," the NGT said.  "Out of  rev-
erence for the Ganga water, inno-
cent citizens drink the same
without knowing the harmful con-

tents including high level of  fae-
cal coliform. 

"Least expected from the au-
thorities, till satisfactory results are
shown, is to notify the extent of
harmful contents at appropriate lo-
cations including at Ganga Sagar
to avoid adverse health effects," a
bench headed by NGT Chairperson
Justice A K Goel said. 

The tribunal said that though cer-
tain steps have been taken, the
compliance summary filed by
National Mission for Clean Ganga
shows that with respect to vari-
ous projects, the matter is still at
the tender/DPRs (Detail Project
Reports) stage and progress in
completing the ongoing projects in
a timely manner remains a chal-
lenge, inspite of  availability of
funds,  suppor ted by the
Government of  India initiatives.

UTTARAKHAND TRAGEDY

Drones deployed
to locate workers 
DEHRADUN/TAPOVAN: Using
drones and remote-sensing
equipment, rescue teams
intensified efforts on Wednesday
to reach the 25-35 men trapped in
a sludge-choked tunnel since the
Uttarakhand glacier disaster
three days ago and more than 170
remained missing, hopes of
finding them alive fading with
every passing hour. The multi-
agency rescue operation at the
NTPC hydel project site has been
going on uninterrupted since
Sunday, when a possible glacier
break in the upper reaches of the
Himalayas triggered an avalanche
and floods in the Alaknanda river
system, with no breakthrough in
sight, officials said. 

Family members and relatives of missing people get in a verbal spat with 
officials at a makeshift enquiry centre, near Tapovan Tunnel in Chamoli 
district of Uttarakhand PTI PHOTO

FAMILIES CREATE HUGE RUCKUS   

When 10 labourers lost race against floods
CHAMOLI (UTTARAKHAND): It was like a 'cat and mouse' race between
life and death for a group of around 10 labourers, who were stuck at the
Tapovan barrage that got washed following the deadly flash floods
triggered by a snow avalanche which wreaked havoc in Uttarakhand's
Chamoli district on Sunday morning. The labourers tried their best to flee
from one spot to another in order to save their lives, but a strong flow of
muddy water swept them away. These labourers are among the list of 174
persons who are still missing, while 32 bodies have been recovered so far
follwoing the tragedy. The fury of the flood at the Tapovan barrage was
captured in mobile phones by the locals, who witnessed the wrath of
nature from some nearby hills.

Ganga water ‘unsafe’ for use: NGT

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 10: In a massive
capacity building exercise ahead of
the Covid-19 vaccination roll out for
the people above 50 years, the cen-
tral government will be increas-
ing the number of  in-
oculation sites to
75,000 in a couple of
weeks from now, said
Dr N.K Arora, Head,
Operations Research
Group,  National
COVID-19 Task Force.

Arora, who was
speaking at a virtual
event Wednesday said
that  the move is
aligned with the gov-
ernment's intent to
vaccinate over 50 lakh people every-
day. "In the next couple of  weeks,
the number of  immunisation cen-
tres will be increased from 50,000

to 75,000 and we would be able to vac-
cinate about 5 to 7 million people
everyday," he said.

Arora added that the country
has the capacity to inoculate 1 crore
people everyday. "We have the ca-
pacity to vaccinate 10 million in-

dividuals per day," he
said.

More than 36,000
vaccination sites
would be needed to
reach the figure as
shared by Arora.
Currently, the gov-
ernment is running
the nationwide Covid
immunisation pro-
g ramme through
38,445 vaccination cen-
tres across 28 states

and eight Union Territories (UTs),
which are being expanded regu-
larly, as per the data extracted from
the CoWIN application. 

‘Centre to upscale 
vaccination sites’

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 10: Protesting
farmers Wednesday announced
a four-hour nationwide rail block-
ade  February 18 as they renewed
their strategy to intensify their ag-
itation, which also included a can-
dle march on February 14 in the
memory of  those killed in the
2019 Pulwama terrorist attack.

In a statement, the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha, which is spear-
heading the protest, also said toll
collection will not be allowed in
Rajasthan from February 12 as
part of  their week-long protest
strategy. The SKM said in the state-
ment that  in a  meeting on
Wednesday farmer unions decided
to escalate their agitation.
"There will be a 'rail roko' pro-
gramme across the country from
12 pm to 4 pm on February 18," the
SKM said. Earlier this month, the
protesting farmers had observed a

three-hour road blockade to press
their demand of  repealing the three
laws.

SKM leader Darshan Pal said
candle marches, ‘Mashaal Juloos'
(torch marches) and other pro-
grammes will be held across the
country on February 14 in respect
of  the sacrifices of  the 40 CRPF
personnel who were killed in a ter-
rorist attack in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pulwama on February
14, 2019. 

He said the farmers also will
hold events in a show of  solidarity
on the birth anniversary of  Sir
Chhotu Ram -- who was one of  the
most prominent pre-partition
farmer leaders -- on February 16.

The announcements by the
protesting unions comes on a day
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said that the government and
Parliament have great respect for
farmers who are voicing their views
on the three farm laws.

Farmers announce ‘rail roko’ Feb 18

Representative image
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Only 9,017 of the
33,185 Covid-19

beneficiaries in the state
have taken the shots, and
none has reported any
adverse effect following
immunisation 
AMAN WAR | DIRECTOR, HEALTH
SERVICES, MEGHALAYA

A man wanted in connection
with the violence at the Red
Fort on Republic Day was
arrested by Delhi Police
from Punjab, officials said 

MAN WANTED IN RED 
FORT VIOLENCE HELD

y
y

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

The Mamata
Banerjee
government

has done nothing for
the welfare of
farmers and the
tribals. The people
of the state have been deprived of
the Ayushman Bharat healthcare
scheme and the farmers are not
getting benefits of PM-Kisan

JP NADDA | PRESIDENT, 
BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY

of the
day uote 

Goa to slash 
traffic fines 
Panaji: The Goa government
is considering softening the
impact of the amended Motor
Vehicles (MV) Act, which
mandates hefty fines and
penalties for traffic violators.
In the wake of severe
criticism of the poor road
infrastructure as well as the
Goa Legislative Assembly
elections slated for early next
year, the state government
has decided to revise the
traffic rules, sources said. The
Transport minister has said
that the state rules for the
amended MV norms would be
put in place soon, but fines
imposed would be the
minimum as prescribed under
the amended legislation.

19-yr-old digital
stalker arrested
New Delhi: A complaint by a
minor girl, who alleged that
an Instagram handle run by a
stalker was morphing her
pictures and the man was
demanding her nude photos,
led to the arrest of a 19-year-
old youth from Haryana's
Faridabad district, said police
Wednesday. The accused
Rahim Khan confessed to his
crime and revealed that he
had similarly blackmailed
more than 50 girls and
women across India.

UP Board exams
from April 24
Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
Madhyamik Shiksha
Parishad (UPMSP)
Wednesday announced the
dates for Classes 10 and 12
board examinations 2021.
Deputy Chief Minister
Dinesh Sharma, who
announced the exam
schedule, said the UPMSP
board exams would begin
April 24 and end May 12. 

SHORT TAKES

Bhima-Koregaon accused seeks SIT probe

The country
needs his
political

sagacity and
commitment, and
am sure he will be
blessed with many
more years of service to the nation

HD DEVE GOWDA | FORMER PM OF INDIA

What have
you done
when you

were MP in Rajya
Sabha for nearly 20
years and as
member from
Puducherry in Lok Sabha for five
years to persuade the Centre for
statehood for Puducherry?

A NAMASSIVAYAM | MLA, PONDICHERRY

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 10: While the
wealth of  nation’s top 100 billionaires
increased by Rs 12.97 lakh crore
since March 2020, about 1.7 lakh
people lost their jobs every hour
in April 2020 alone.

Oxfam India’s CEO Amitabh
Behar says, “To contextualise the
inequity in what is the biggest eco-
nomic crisis in the history of  in-
dependent India, the wealth of  the
nation’s top 100 billionaires went up
by Rs 12,97,822 crores since March
2020, while in April alone over
1,70,000 people lost their jobs every
hour. Just this increase in wealth
could sustain the NREGA wages
(National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act) for 10 years!”

Behar says that over 40-50 million

seasonal migrants working in con-
struction sites, factory manufac-
turing units and services activities
were left to fend for themselves dur-
ing the 2020 lockdown.

“While affluent Indians stranded
abroad were flown back and quar-

antined in hotels, it was only at the
end of  May 2020, that buses and
Shramik special trains were
arranged for the relocation of  mi-
grant workers,” he said.  

The India edition of  Oxfam’s
newly released re por t  ‘The

Inequality Virus’, elucidates how
amid spiralling unemployment,
dire food insecurity, distress mi-
gration as well as reverse migration,
the super-rich elite continued to
amass wealth while billions strug-
gled to make ends meet.

The findings in ‘Inequality Virus’
reports say that the pandemic has
hit India’s informal workers the
most. Out of  a total 122 million who

lost their jobs, 75 percent, which
accounts for 92 million jobs, were
lost in the informal sector.

During the mass exodus on foot,
over 300 informal workers died
from starvation, suicides, exhaus-
tion, road and rail accidents, po-
lice brutality and denial of  timely
medical care.  

According to a Stranded Workers
Action Network’s report in April,
2020, 50 percent of  the respondents
had no rations left even for a single
day; while 96 percent had not re-
ceived rations, 70 percent had not
received cooked food from the gov-
ernment; and 78 percent of  the re-
spondents had less than INR 300 left.

The National Human Rights
Commission recorded over 2582 cases
of  human rights violation as early as
in the month of  April 2020. 

1.7L people lost jobs every hour last April
INEQUALITY VIRUS

n Wealth of the nation’s top
100 billionaires went up by
`12,97,822 crores since
March 2020

n Just this increase in wealth
could sustain the NREGA
wages for 10 years

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 10: The Supreme
Court Wednesday agreed to exam-
ine a  plea by the National
Commission for Women (NCW)
challenging the controversial ver-
dict of  the Bombay High Court ac-
quitting a 39-year-old man accused
of  groping a 12-year-old girl over her
dress while stating there was no
skin-to-skin contact. The NCW
termed this verdict as a “perverse
interpretation of  physical contact.”

A bench headed by Chief  Justice
S.A. Bobde asked senior advocate
Geeta Luthra, representing NCW,
why should the court entertain a sep-
arate plea when it has already
stayed the High Court verdict and
the accused is in jail. Luthra ar-
gued that Section 10 of  the NCW Act
provides that the commission should
move court if  there is either mis-
carriage of  justice or wrong in-
terpretation of  law.

"If  such a perverse interpreta-
tion of  physical contact is allowed,
it will adversely impact the basic
rights of  women, who are victims
of  sexual offences in the society
and will undermine the beneficial
statutory safeguards prescribed
under various legislations aimed
at protecting the interests of  women,"
said NCW's plea filed through ad-
vocates Shivani Luthra Lohiya and
Nitin Saluja. At the outset, Attorney
General K.K. Venugopal submitted
before the bench, also comprising
Justices A.S.  Bopanna and V.

Ramasubramanian that the top court
had already stayed the High Court
verdict January 27 and several new pe-
titions have been filed in the matter.
The top court issued notice to
Maharashtra government on NCW's
plea and also issued notice to the ac-
cused in the case on a separate plea filed
by Maharashtra against the verdict.

The commission said it is ag-
grieved by this order, and the per-
verse interpretation adopted by
the High Court that the term 'phys-
ical contact' in Section 7, Protection
of  Children from Sexual Offences
Act (POCSO) means only 'skin-to-
skin touch'.

Clarifying Section 7, NCW said
if  an accused touches a victim (or

a victim's body part) with sexual in-
tent then the act of  "sexual assault"
is complete, and there can be no
further classification of  contact,
i.e. skin-to-skin contact.

"The Impugned Order has triv-
ialised the provision provided by the
framers of  the enactment for the
safety and security of  women and
children. Therefore, the observations
made by the High Court ought to be
set aside, otherwise the safety of
young girls and women in general
will be severely jeopardised," con-
tended the plea.

Other petitioners, Youth Bar
Association of  India and Bharatiya
Stree Shakti, withdrew their pleas
against the High Court verdict.

NCW: Verdict on ‘skin-to-skin’
touch perverse interpretation

A bench headed by CJI SA
Bobde asked senior
advocate Geeta Luthra,
representing NCW, why
should the court entertain a
separate plea when it has
already stayed the High
Court verdict and the
accused is in jail 

Luthra argued that
Section 10 of the NCW

Act provides that the
Commission should

move court if there is
either miscarriage of

justice or wrong
interpretation of law
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New Delhi, Feb 10: The Supreme
Court Wednesday stayed the Delhi
High Court verdict directing private
unaided schools, along with
Kendriya Vidyalayas, to provide
gadgets and internet packages to
students from economically weaker
section (EWS) for online classes
amid the pandemic.

A bench headed by Chief  Justice
S.A. Bobde and comprising Justices
A.S.  Bopanna and V.
Ramasubramanian said: "Issue no-
tice. In the meantime, there shall
be stay of  operation of  the im-
pugned order of  the High Court."

The Delhi government had
moved the top court challenging the
High Court's September 18 2020
order, delivered on the petition of
NGO Justice for All.

Senior advocate Vikas Singh,
representing the Delhi govern-
ment, submitted that the High
Court verdict has imposed an ad-
ditional burden on the govern-
ment.

"We are already spending a lot on
the education front," he argued.

The bench, while observing the
top court had earlier delivered a ver-
dict on a similar issue in a case
arising out of  Himachal Pradesh,
asked Singh to bring on record
that verdict too.

The High Court had said the tuition
fee does not include the cost of  gadg-
ets and internet package, and this
should be provided free of  cost to
these students by the schools. Later,
the private unaided schools could

claim reimbursement from the state
in accordance with provision of  the
Right of  Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009.

Justice for All moved the High
Court seeking directions to the
Centre and the Delhi government
to provide free laptops, tablets or
mobile phones to students from
economically weaker background
to access online classes.

The High Court had observed
that if  school decides to voluntar-
ily provide online education, "they
will have to ensure that the stu-
dents belonging to economically
weaker section or disadvantaged
group category also have access
and are able to avail the same".

"Segregation in education is a de-
nial of  equal protection of  the laws
under Article 14 of  the Constitution
and in particular the Right to
Education (RTE) Act, 2009," the
High Court said.

SC stays order on gadgets,
internet for poor students

The Delhi High Court had 
said the tuition fee does
not include the cost of
gadgets and internet

package, and this should be
provided free of cost to
these students by the

schools

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kasganj (UP), Feb 10: The brother
of  a liquor mafia kingpin whose as-
sociates had allegedly killed a po-
lice constable and injured a sub-in-
spector was gunned down in an
encounter here early  Wednesday,
an official said.

"Elkar and others were sur-
rounded by a police team on the
banks of  Kali river and in the ex-
change of  fire, he was injured. He
was taken to a CHC in Sidhpur
where he died," Superintendent of
Police, Kasganj, Manoj Sonkar said.
Elkar, a resident of  Nagla Dhimar
village in the Sidhpura area here,
was earlier booked under the Excise
Act and was involved in spurious
liquor trade with brother Moti
Dhimar and others, police said.

Sonkar said Elkar's accomplices
managed to escape during the en-
counter and police are on the look-
out to trace them.  A constable was
beaten to death and a sub-inspector
seriously injured when a police
team went to Nagla Dheemar village
to serve a warrant to liquor mafia
kingpin Dhimar Tuesday evening.
Dhimar and his associates caught
them and severely thrashed them,
resulting in the death of  constable
Devendra, District Magistrate
Chandraprakash Singh had said.

Sub-inspector Ashok Kumar, who
was injured in the attack, is under-
going treatment at a hospital, he
added.  Following the incident, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had di-
rected officials to take stern action
against the culprits under the National
Security Act.

Man involved in Kasganj cop
killing shot dead in encounter

Akhilesh’s quota
formula in UP
panchayats ends

AGENCIES

Lucknow, Feb 10: The Yogi
Adityanath government has an-
nulled the 2015 reservation order
of  the previous Akhilesh Yadav
government, which rendered null
and void the prevailing rotational
seat reservation in rural local bod-
ies.

The decision was approved by
the state cabinet Tuesday evening.

According to the government
spokesman, the then Samajwadi
Party government had introduced
the 10th amendment in the
Panchayati Raj Rule to set aside
reservation in seats. It had also con-
ducted delimitation of  the Gram
Panchayats, Kshetra and Zila
Panchayats in 71 districts, leav-
ing four districts - -  Gonda,
Moradabad, Gautam Buddh Nagar
and Sambhal -- out of  the purview.

The Yogi cabinet has now man-
dated reservation of  seats on a
rotational basis which was in prac-
tice before 2015. The state cabinet
has thus set the stage for a fresh
rollout in the seat reservation.

The cabinet also approved de-
limitation of  four districts which
were left untouched in 2015. "The
state government decided to re-
store reservation in seats as ro-
tational quota is a continuous
process and cannot be set aside,"
the official said.

The order issued by the
Panchayati Raj department noti-
fied reservation in all 75 districts.

Now, the state government would
be seeking objections from re-
spective districts before the quota
rollout. The process, sources said,
would take at least one month time.

AGENCIES

Amaravati, Feb 10: Panchayat
election contestants aligned to the
ruling Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress Party (YSRCP) have cap-
tured the most number of  sarpanch
posts in the just concluded first
phase of  panchayat elections.

Amid conflicting claims by
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) and
Janasena, Sajjala Ramakrishna
Reddy, advisor to the state gov-
ernment claimed that the ruling
party won more than 80 per cent
seats. According to the ruling
party's calculations, by 1 a.m.
Wednesday, YSRCP aligned con-
testants won 2,329 of  the 3,249
sarpanch elections in 12 districts.

Reddy mocked TDP leaders al-
leging that they were celebrating
loss and called it a strange devel-
opment. "Only Chandrababu has
the sobriquet of  being a backstab-
ber in this world. TDP is on venti-
lator, accept your defeat with grace
Chandrababu," said Reddy.

AP PANCHAYAT POLLS

YSRCP sweeps
1st phase with
‘80 pc of seats’

AGENCIES

Mumbai, Feb 10: One of  the prime
accused in the sensitive Bhima-
Koregaon case, Rona J. Wilson has
moved the Bombay High Court de-
manding a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) to probe fake evidences
planted into his computer and dis-
missal of  the case against him,
here Wednesday.

The plea has been filed through
his lawyer R. Sathyanarayanan and
comes in the wake of  a report by a
US-based digital forensic firm
Arsenal Consulting which has said
that a Wilson's laptop was hacked
and 10 letters planted in it prior to
his arrest.

These letters were used by the
Pune Police and later the National
Investigation Agency as the basis
of  their evidence against Wilson
and other activists arrested in the
famous Bhima-Koregaon case.

Arsenal Consulting claimed that
not only was Wilson's computer 'at-
tacked and compromised' from June
13, 2016 for over 22 months, but sim-
ilar malware attacks were made
on even other accused in other high-
profile Indian cases.

The hacker, who has not been
identified, had used the malware to
create hidden folders where the 10
incriminating letters were sent
using an advanced version of  MS
Word which was not available on
Wilson's laptop.

The US firm's report further said
that it found no evidence suggest-
ing that Wilson ever interacted with
the top 10 most important docu-
ments used to prosecute him, and
said he had in fact never opened
those documents.

While making the series of  sen-

sational arrests in nationwide raids
during 2018, the Pune Police had con-
tended that among other things,
the accused were hatching a con-
spiracy to assassinate Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and over-
throw the legitimately elected gov-
ernment.

When questioned on this,
Bharatiya Janata Party Leader of
Opposition, Devendra Fadnavis -
who was Chief  Minister at the rel-
evant time - guardedly denied knowl-
edge on this, but said that there
was clinching evidence available
on the 'Urban Naxals' case.

He said that the Supreme Court
has declined them bail owing to
the strong evidence but preferred
further comments as the matter is
sub-judice.

Wilson was among over two dozen
accused nabbed from all over India
for their alleged links with Maoist
elements, for inflammatory speeches
during the Bhima-Koregaon bat-
tle's 200th anniversary on Jan. 1,
2018, which resulted in caste riots
the following day which claimed
at least one life.

They were charged with 'wag-
ing war against the nation', spread

the ideology
of  the
banned CPI
(Maoist)
groups, incit-
ing caste conflicts
and hatred in soci-
ety, etc.

In Jan. 2020, the Bhima-
Koregaon and the related Elgar
Parishas cases were handed over by
the BJP at the Centre to the NIA de-
spite strong opposition by the newly-
elected Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government of  Shiv Sena-Nationalist
Congress Party-Congress.

Smells fishy
The report shows that the hacker

initially carried out surveillance
and later delivered 52 documents
which were stored in a hidden folder
called 'Rbackup.' The last document
was added just a day before Wilson's
house was searched and his laptop

was seized, on April 17, 2018. The lab-
oratory was asked to investigate
10 of  the 52 documents in 'Rbackup'
by the American Bar Association
after Wilson's defence team was
handed over a clone copy of  his
hard drive, in November 2019. This
was a year after the chargesheet
in the case was filed. "It should be
noted that this is one of  the most se-
rious cases involving evidence tam-
pering that Arsenal has ever en-
countered, based on various metrics

that include the vast time
span between the de-

livery of  the first
and last incrimi-

nating docu-
ments."
Arsenal has
said in the
report. The
report fur-
ther shows
that  the

folder in
which most of

the incriminat-
ing material has

been allegedly found,
was neither opened by

Wilson nor was it ever opened on his
computer legitimately. The hacker
also synchronised these documents
in such a way that they would get
planted in any external memory
device connected to the laptop, the
petition states. "That though the
report drawn by Arsenal aims at ex-
amining only ten specific docu-
ments, a perusal of  their report
will bear out that it has found out
existence of  malware which has
made material changes in the con-
tent of  the system without Petitioner
(Wilson) even getting a hint of  it,"
it reads.

n The plea comes in the wake of a report by a US-based digital forensic
firm Arsenal Consulting which has said that a Wilson’s laptop was
hacked

n Arsenal Consulting claimed Wilson’s computer was ‘attacked and
compromised’ from June 13, 2016 for over 22 months

n It added that similar malware attacks were made on even other accused
in other high-profile Indian cases

Rona J. Wilson
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international
Deeper trading ties with
India will create

opportunities for UK businesses
that were simply not there as part
of the EU, and set the stage for a
much closer partnership with one
of the economic powerhouses of
the present and future
LIZ TRUSS | INTERNATIONAL TRADE SECRETARY, UK

The Covid-19 vaccination of
Pakistan’s senior citizens aged
above 65 years will begin next
month. Asad Umar, chief of anti-
covid NCOC, tweeted that the
government will begin the
registration process next week

PAK TO BEGIN COVID VAX
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Broadly
speaking, we
have

expressed our
concerns regarding
the need for full
transparency and
access from China and the WHO to
all information regarding the
earliest days of the pandemic

NED PRICE | SPOKESPERSON, STATE

DEPARTMENT, US

of the
day uote 

We are still
not where we
want to be.

We were late to
authorize. We were
too optimistic when
it came to massive
production and perhaps we were
too confident that, what we
ordered, would actually be
delivered on time

URSULA VON DER LEYEN | PRESIDENT,
EUROPEAN COMMISSION

As for India's
bid for
permanent

membership to the
UNSC, I can reiterate
China's principled
position on this
issue. China supports UNSC reforms
in a manner that increases the
authority and efficacy of the UNSC,
increases the representation and
voice of developing countries

WANG WENBIN | SPOKESPERSON (FOREIGN

MINISTRY), CHINA

Turkey unveils
space program
Ankara: Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
unveiled an ambitious 10-year
space programme for his
country Tuesday that
includes missions to the
moon, sending Turkish
astronauts into space and
developing internationally
viable satellite systems.
Erdogan announced the
programme, seen as part of
his vision for placing Turkey
in expanded regional and
global role, during a live
televised event laced with
special effects.

Australian court
extends detention
Canberra: Australia’s highest
court Wednesday upheld a
law that can keep extremists
in prison after they have
served their sentences. Five
of the seven High Court
judges dismissed a
constitutional challenge by
convicted terrorist Abdul
Benbrika who remains in a
Victoria state prison despite
his 15-year sentence expiring
in November last year. The
60-year-old Muslim cleric 
is the first to be incarcerated
by a so-called continuing
detention order based 
on an anti-terror law 
created in 2017.

Myanmar protesters
back on streets
Yangon: Crowds
demonstrating against the
military takeover in Myanmar
again defied a ban on protests
Wednesday, even after
security forces ratcheted up
the use of force against them
and raided the headquarters
of the political party of ousted
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.
Fresh protests were reported
in Yangon and Mandalay, the
country's two biggest cities,
as well as the capital
Naypyitaw and elsewhere.

Explosions in Kabul
kill two, wound five
Kabul: A chain of bomb
explosions targeting Kabul
police Wednesday killed a
district police chief and his
bodyguard, and also wounded
five people, officials said. No
one immediately claimed
responsibility for 
the blasts, which were all
caused by so-called sticky
bombs, explosive devices
attached to vehicles that 
are remotely detonated or set
off by timers.

SHORT TAKES

PICTURE PERFECT

One of the two eighteen-month-old twin pandas plays in snow at Pairi Daiza zoo in Brugelette, Belgium REUTERS

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Brussels, Feb 10: European Union
(EU) lawmakers Wednesday ap-
proved a 672.5 billion euro ($815 bil-
lion) recovery package of  loans and
grants to help member nations
recover more quickly from the
coronavirus pandemic, but coun-
tries will not receive the money for
several months.

The European Parliament voted
582-40, with 69 abstentions, in favor
of  the regulation for the Recovery
and Resilience Facility, the cen-
tral pillar of  the the bloc's 750 bil-
lion euro ($910 billion) recovery
plan. The leaders of  the EU's 27 na-
tions adopted the RRF last year. 

To receive their share of  the
money, which is linked to re-
specting the rule of  law, EU mem-
bers must submit their plans for
the funds by the end of  April.
Each plan has to have at least 37%
of  its budget dedicated to fight-
ing climate change and at least
20% to improving digital trans-
formation and other actions.

“In the long-term, this money is
going to bring about change and
progress to meet our digital and
climate goals,” Eider Gardiazabal
Rubial, a lawmaker closely in-
volved in the negotiations, said.
“We will ensure that the meas-
ures will alleviate poverty and
unemployment, and will take into
account the gender dimension of
this crisis. Our health systems
will also become more resilient.” 

So far, 18 nations have submit-
ted their draft plans to the
European Commission, which is
in charge of  assessing them.

EU lawmakers
approve $815bn
recovery programme

AGENCIES

Beijing, Feb 10: China called on
the United States Wednesday to in-
vite the World Health Organization
to investigate origins of  the Covid-
19 outbreak there, as sparring over
the pandemic continued after the
WHO wrapped up its field work in
the Chinese city of  Wuhan.

Hours after the WHO team re-
vealed preliminary findings at a
Wuhan news conference Tuesday,
Washington said it wants to scru-
tinize data used by the team, which
concluded that the virus causing
COVID-19 did not originate in a
laboratory in Wuhan, and that bats
remain a likely source.

“We wish that the US side can, like
China, uphold an open and trans-
parent attitude, and be able to in-
vite WHO experts to the U.S. to con-
duct origin tracing research and
inspection,” Chinese foreign min-
istry spokesman Wang Wenbin told
a regular daily briefing, repeating
a call it has been making recently.

The origins of  the coronavirus
pandemic, which first emerged in
Wuhan in late 2019, are highly politi-
cised, with China pushing the idea
that the virus has roots outside its
borders.

White House press secretary Jen
Psaki said on Tuesday that the
Biden administration had not been
involved in the “planning and im-
plementation” of  the WHO inves-
tigation and wants to take an in-
dependent review of  its findings and
underlying data.

“The US independently exam-
ining the WHO’s data? It’s the WHO

who should examine the US data,”
said Hu Xijin, editor-in-chief  of
the Global Times, a tabloid run by
the ruling Communist Party’s of-
ficial People’s Daily, on social media
platform Weibo.

“Did we all mishear, or is this
spokesperson really so shameless?”

Peter Ben Embarek, who heads
the WHO-led team that spent four
weeks in China - two of  them in
quarantine - said that the investi-
gation had not dramatically changed

its picture of  the outbreak, although
the virus could have crossed borders
before arriving in Wuhan.

In addition to ruling out a lab
leak, he said that frozen food could
possibly be a means of  transmitting
the virus, which would support a
thesis backed by Beijing, which
has blamed some case clusters on
imported food packaging.

The WHO’s conclusion “com-
pletely refutes the conspiracy the-
ory raised by some anti-China
hawks, like former US secretary
of  state Mike Pompeo, who has
been accusing the Wuhan Institute
of  Virology of  leaking the virus,”
the Global Times wrote.

Pompeo had said there was “a sig-
nificant amount of  evidence” that
the new coronavirus emerged from
a Chinese laboratory.

Chinese officials have stressed in
recent months that the virus could
have emerged in multiple regions
outside China.

Covid origins still a mystery
as WHO-China probe ends

The origins of the 
coronavirus pandemic,
which first emerged in
Wuhan in late 2019, are
highly politicised, with
China pushing the idea
that the virus has roots

outside its borders
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Washington,  Feb 10:  Six
Republican Senators joined their
Democratic colleagues in the United
States Senate to vote Tuesday that
the impeachment trial of  former
President Donald Trump is con-
stitutional.

The Senate confirmed the con-
stitutionality of  Trump’s im-
peachment trial by 56-44 votes fol-
lowing presentation from both
sides – House impeachment man-
agers and lawyers representing
the former president – paving the
way for the historic impeachment
trial of  the 45th President of  the
United States who left office
January 20.

From Wednesday onwards, each
of  the two sides – the House im-
peachment managers and Trump
lawyers – would have up to 16 hours
to present their case before the 100-
member Senate for them to vote
on the impeachment of  Trump
days later. 

Both the Republicans and the
Democrats have 50 members each.
To impeach Trump, the Senate
needs to vote the House impeach-
ment motion by 67 votes. It means
the Democrats will need 11 more
Republicans to the six they already
have to impeach Trump. Political
analysts said that it is unlikely to
happen and the former president
will likely be acquitted. The six
Republican Senators who supported
the Democrats were Susan Collins,
Lisa Murkowski, Mitt Romney, Ben
Sasse, Bill Cassidy and Pat Toomey.
Trump’s impeachment trial is slated
to begin Wednesday noon.

Earlier, the House impeachment

managers started the debate on
the constitutionality of  the im-
peachment by showing footage of
the Capitol Hill riots January 6.
“If  that's not an impeachable offense,
then there is no such thing,” said
Lead House Impeachment Manager
Jamie Raskin.

Trump’s attorneys David Schoen
and Bruce Castor argued that im-
peaching a former president when
he is a private citizen is unconsti-
tutional .  They war ned the
Democrats were setting a wrong
precedent. Media reports said that
Trump was dissatisfied with the de-
fense by his lawyers.

US Senate clears Trump’s
impeachment trial

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New York, Feb 10: In the face of
China’s aggressive actions against
India, the US will stand with New
Delhi, according to State Department
spokesperson Ned Price.

"We are concerned by Beijing's
pattern of  ongoing attempts to in-
timidate its neighbours. As always,
we'll stand with friends, we'll stand
with partners, we'll stand with al-
lies to advance our shared pros-
perity, security,
and values in, in
this case, the
Indo-Pacific,"
Price said
Tuesday during a
press briefing.

Asked about
the new admin-
istration's position on China's grow-
ing aggressiveness towards India,
Price said that the US is monitor-
ing the situation along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) where China
has intruded on Indian territory,
leading to clashes between the mil-
itaries of  the two countries.

"We note the ongoing talks be-
tween the governments of  India
and China, and we continue to sup-
port direct dialogue and a peaceful
resolution of  those border dis-
putes," he said.

Price stressed the importance
of  cooperation between India and
the US in the Indo-Pacific region,

an area that has seen aggressive ac-
tions by China against countries
there.

"India is one of  the most im-
portant partners in the Indo-Pacific
region to us. We welcome India's
emergence as a leading global power
and its role as a net security provider
in the region."

Price was asked whether
Secretary of  State Antony Blinken
had brought up the human rights
issues over which several

Democratic Party
leaders, including
Vice President
Kamala Harris
and Indian-
American House
of  Representatives
member Pramila
Jayapal,  have

raised concerns.
Without giving a direct response,

the spokesman said: "What I can say,
and this applies not only to India
but to every partner of  ours across
the board, we are committed to
supporting democratic values, in-
cluding a free and open civil soci-
ety and the strong rule of  law.

"We regularly engage with
the government of  India, in-
cluding, as you referenced and
I  a l luded  to,  today,  on  our
shared commitment to demo-
cratic values. We believe it's
the bedrock for the US-India
relationship."

‘US to stand by
India in face of
Chinese aggression’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Brussels, Feb 10: UN agencies are
pressing the European Union to
end the growing practices of  deny-
ing migrants their right to apply for
asylum, collectively expulsing them
and using violence against people
trying to enter the bloc without au-
thorisation.

Border pushbacks and collective
expulsions are illegal under inter-
national refugee treaties, which allow
people fearing for their safety to apply
for protection. Greece and even the
EU's border and coast guard agency
Frontex are among those accused of
pushbacks or complicity in them.
They deny using such methods.

The International Organisation
for Migration said Wednesday that

it continues to receive documented
reports of  human rights violations
against migrants and refugees, in-
cluding children, involving countries
that are part of  the 27-nation bloc.

“The use of  excessive force and
violence against civilians is un-
justifiable,” IOM Chief  of  Staff
Eugenio Ambrosi said. He said the
sovereignty of  EU countries “in-
cluding their competence to main-
tain the integrity of  their borders
must be aligned with their obliga-
tions under international law and
respect the human rights and fun-
damental freedoms of  all.” 

The IOM, which receives EU funds
for its work in countries around
the Mediterranean and North Africa,
said it welcomed a series of  inves-
tigations launched to get to the bot-

tom of  the pushback cases.
Late last month, the UN refugee

agency also warned that the right
to asylum is “under attack” at
Europe's borders and it called on

countries to investigate and stop
illegal pushbacks and expulsions. 

The UNHCR said new migrant ar-
rivals to the EU continue to decline
each year, with 95,000 arrivals by sea

and land last year -- a decrease of
23% compared to 2019 and by one-
third compared to 2018, when more
than 141,000 people arrived.

Last month, Frontex announced
it was ceasing work in Hungary until
the nationalist government there
brings its laws into line with a rul-
ing by the EU's top court that the
country is denying people entering
without authorization the right to
apply for asylum and unlawfully de-
taining them in “transit zones.” 

The rising number of  pushback
allegations comes at an embarrassing
time, as the European Commission
struggles to win unanimous sup-
port among EU nations for its new
Pact on Migration and Asylum,
which is meant to revamp the bloc's
dysfunctional asylum laws.

UN agencies press EU over rising migrant pushback cases
B

order pushbacks and
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DONALD TRUMP IS THE 
ONLY US PRESIDENT TO BE

IMPEACHED TWICE

CURRENT PRESIDENT JO
BIDEN HAS REFRAINED

FROM SPEAKING ABOUT 
THE TRIAL   

6REPUBLICANS VOTED IN
FAVOUR OF TRUMP’S

IMPEACHMENT

AGENCIES

Dakar, Feb 10: An attack on a
United Nations base in central
Mali has injured at least 20 peace-
kee pers,  the UN mission
spokesman said Wednesday. The
temporary UN Base in Kerena,
near Douentza, was the target of
direct and indirect fire early
Wednesday morning, Olivier
Salgado said in a statement Twitter. 

Special Representative of  the
Secretary-General for Mali and
head of  the mission there,
Mahamat Saleh Annadif, “strongly
condemns this cowardly attack
on the peacekeepers and has en-
sured that all measures are taken
to ensure that the wounded re-
ceive appropriate treatment,”
Salgado said. No group has claimed
responsibility for the attack, but
Islamic extremists linked to al-
Qaida and the Islamic State group
stage regular attacks on U.N.
Peacekeepers and soldiers. 

Attacks by jihadists in northern
Mali this year have also killed at
least five UN Peacekeepers.

20 UN peacekeepers
injured in central
Mali terror attack

REUTERS

Bangkok, Feb 10: Hundreds of
Thai protesters gathered in Bangkok
on Wednesday to demand the release
of  four activists remanded in cus-
tody pending trial on charges of
insulting Thailand’s king, a crime
punishable by 15 years in prison.

Many protesters banged pots
and pans, borrowing from nightly
displays of  discontent in neigh-
bouring Myanmar at last week’s
coup, while some held Myanmar
flags to show support for the coun-
try’s pro-democracy movement.

The Bangkok demonstration had
originally been organised to show

solitary with protesters in Myanmar,
but it morphed into calls to change
or end the strict “lese majeste” law
after the four activists were de-
tained on Tuesday.

Police in riot gear briefly scuffled
with protesters when activists
marched near a police station. A
smoke canister was seen on the
ground near the protest site.

“If  we come out to the streets in
the hundreds of  thousands, we can
reform monarchy,” protest leader
Panusaya “Rung”
Sithijirawattanakul said.

Youth-led protests in Thailand last
year broke traditional taboos by
openly calling for reform of  the

powerful monarchy and the denial
of  bail for the four protest leaders
prosecuted for royal insults has
enraged activists.

About 1,000 protesters had gath-
ered by nightfall, some holding
signs that said “free our friends”
and “abolish 112”, referring to the
article of  the criminal code that
covers royal insults. Others struck
metal pans bearing the numbers
112.

Some 44 opposition lawmakers
earlier Wednesday submitted a
proposal to amend the article.

Protest leaders declared the rally
a resumption of  last year’s street
demonstrations.

Thai protesters take to streets
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There is no proposal to
bring in changes in FDI
norms for the e-
commerce sector
SOM PARKASH | MOS FOR
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Privatisation-bound Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
Wednesday said it will buyout 
Oman Oil Company's shares 
in the Bina refinery project for 
about Rs 2,400 crore

BPCL TO BUYOUT OMAN OIL STAKE
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In the last two
months, there
has been a lot

of positivity with
offices opening and
people stepping out
although with a lot
of caution. We have seen our
business improving and we expect
by end of March 2022, our business
will be twice of pre-Covid levels

ARAVIND SANKA | CO-FOUNDER, RAPIDO

of the
day uote 

There is no
such proposal
(cut in excise

duty) at present

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN

| OIL MINISTER

It has been
our constant
endeavour to

create benchmarks
of innovation and
build camera
technology for the
future. This exclusive partnership
makes us the first Indian short
video platform to bring Snap's
innovative Camera Kit technology
to India

GAURAV MISHRA |
VP (PRODUCT), SHARECHAT

PNB inks deal
with Indian Oil
New Delhi: State-owned
Punjab National Bank (PNB)
Wednesday said it has inked
a pact with Indian Oil
Corporation to provide up to
Rs 2 crore to the oil
company's dealers. Punjab
National Bank (PNB) signed a
MoU with India Oil
Corporation Ltd to cater to
the financing needs of the
IndianOil dealers, the bank
said in a release. The MoU
would benefit dealers with
credit facilities at lower
interest rates, nil margin, and
with minimum or zero
collateral requirements
through the PNB e-Dealer
scheme, it said.

Royal Enfield may
hike prices in April
New Delhi: Niche bike maker
Royal Enfield may look at
hiking prices from April in
view of rising commodity
prices, a top company official
said Wednesday. The
company, which is a part of
Eicher Motors, has already
increased prices by multiple
times over the last six
months. "Commodity prices
have gone up, we have tried
to offset it by multiple things
including price hikes in the
last few months. We will
probably be increasing prices
again in April like everyone
else in the industry," Royal
Enfield CEO Vinod K Dasari
told reporters.

JSW Steel output
grows 2pc in Jan
New Delhi: Steel maker JSW
Steel has registered a rise of
about 2 per cent in its crude
steel output to 14.32 lakh
tonne (LT) during January.
According to company data,
it had produced 14.10 LT steel
in January last year. Last
month, growth in the
production of flat-rolled
products remained almost
flat at 10.14 LT as compared
to 10.25 LT in the year-ago
period. 

Japanese Soy sauce
enters Indian market
Mumbai: Japan’s Kikkoman
Corporation Wednesday
announced its foray into
India with a wholly-owned
subsidiary and aims to
become the market leader in
the soy and Asian sauces
category. The company
initially plans to introduce its
naturally brewed 'Honjozo'
soy sauce in the top metro
cities and expand to other
cities through e-commerce
partners, Kikkoman India
Director and India
Representative Harry Hakuei
Kosato said on virtual
interaction.

SHORT TAKES

‘Import dependence
on pulses down 
in last few years’
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 10: India’s pulses
production has increased signif-
icantly in the last few years, lead-
ing to a reduction in imports and
an annual saving of  Rs 15,000 crore
in foreign exchange to the coun-
try, Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar said Wednesday.

Addressing a conference or-
ganised by Indian Institute of
Pulses Research (IIPR) on World
Pulses Day, the minister said the
country is moving towards be-
coming self-sufficient in pulses
production.

The output has increased to 240
lakh tonnes from 140 lakh tonnes
in the last six years because of
the efforts made by farmers and
scientists as well as the govern-
ment's initiative, he said.

Stating that pulses demand is es-
timated to reach 320 lakh tonnes
by 2050, Tomar said there is a need
to shift focus on increasing the
production to meet rising demand.

"In the last five-six years, due to
the tireless hard work of  farm-
ers, scientists and farmer-friendly
policies of  the central govern-
ment, the country has increased
its pulses production from 140
lakh tonnes to 240 lakh tonnes.
Now, we also have to pay atten-
tion to future requirements," he
said in an official statement.

According to an estimate, by
the year 2050, about 320 lakh tonnes
of  pulses will be required.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 10: Allaying fears
that the Major Ports Authority Bill,
2020 aims at privatisation of  the
country’s top 12 major ports, Ports,
Shipping and Waterways Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya Wednesday
said it seeks to provide autonomy
to these ports and boost their de-
cision-making powers in order to
compete with private ports.

The Major Ports Authority Bill,
2020 was passed through ballot
votes in the Rajya Sabha Wednesday
with 84 votes in its favour and 44
against it. The Lok Sabha had
passed the bill on September 23
last year.

Taking a strong objection to
some members’ remarks that it is
intended to benefit big corporate
houses and would result in the ru-
ining of  the ports and their plun-
der, Mandaviya, in his reply to the
debate on the bill, said rather, it
would turn these ports into world-
class ports and enable their boards
to take decisions on their own.

"Would a patriot oppose this bill?
This bill is not for privatisation of
ports.... The bill has nothing to do

with privatisation. Former finance
minister Arun Jaitley and former
shipping minister Nitin Gadkari
had also specified that there will not
be privatisation of  ports. The bill
is not to sell ports," he said.

Various opposition parties, in-
cluding the Congress, TMC, SP,
RJD, DMK, AAP, CPI(M) and CPI
raised objections on the bill in the
Upper House of  Parliament and
alleged that it is aimed at privatising
the ports and diluting the powers
of  the states on land use. However,
the BJD, JD(U), YSRCP supported
it, saying it is a welcome move to
expand the port development in-
frastructure.

Mandaviya questioned: "Have
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Maharashtra gov-
ernments not given ports to pri-
vate companies for development?
Did that happen in the tenure of
Narendra Modi?"

Parl passes Bill to 
provide autonomy 
to major ports

‘High fiscal deficit to pose challenge in lowering debt’ 
AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 10: Fitch Ratings
Wednesday said India's high fiscal
deficit would pose a challenge in low-
ering the debt to GDP ratio, which
is expected to rise above 90 per cent
in the next five years.

It said India entered the pandemic
with little fiscal headroom from a rat-
ing perspective. Its general govern-
ment debt/GDP ratio stood at 72 per
cent in 2019, against a median of  42
per cent for 'BBB' rated peers.

Fitch said the budget points to a
loosening of  fiscal policy to sup-
port the country's ongoing eco-
nomic recovery from the pandemic

and will consequently lead to a rise
in public debt.

The debt/GDP trajectory is core
to our sovereign rating assessment,
meaning higher deficits and a slower
consolidation path will make India's
medium-term growth outlook take
on a more critical role in our analy-

sis, Fitch Ratings said in a statement.
It now expects public debt/GDP

to rise above 90 per cent of  GDP
over the next five years, based on the
revised budget targets. However, re-
cent reforms and policy measures,
including those announced in the
budget, could also influence the rat-

ing agency's growth expectations
and its debt trajectory forecasts.

Fitch estimated India to clock a
11 per cent growth in the fiscal be-
ginning April and then grow at 6.5
per cent a year through to 2025-26
fiscal. The agency had in June last
year revised India's 'BBB-' rating
outlook to negative from stable
based on its assumptions of  the
likely impact of  pandemic on pub-
lic finance.

"The budget's deficit projections
for the fiscal years ending March 2022
(FY22) to FY26 are about 1pp (per-
centage point) a year above our pre-
vious estimates between, which
could make it more challenging to

put debt/GDP on a downward tra-
jectory," Fitch said.

India has exceeded its fiscal deficit
target of  3.5 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal by a wide margin due to
higher spendings to stimulate the
economy amid the pandemic.

The fiscal deficit - the excess of
government expenditure over its
revenues - has been pegged at 9.5 per
cent of  the gross domestic product
(GDP) in the current fiscal ending
March 31, as per the revised estimate.

For the 2021-22 fiscal, beginning
April 1, the deficit has been put at
6.8 per cent of  the GDP, which will
be further lowered to 4.5 per cent by
2025-26 fiscal ending March 31, 2026.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 10: The job market
continues to improve sequentially
across the country and job post-
ings in some industries have im-
proved, with some doing even bet-
ter than the pre-Covid levels, led
by IT, agro-based sectors, according
to a report.

In comparison to January 2020,
job postings in some industries
have improved, according to Monster
Employment Index, by Monster.Com
- a Quess Company. 

Agro-based industries and media
and entertainment have grown by
15 per cent and 2 per cent, respec-
tively, in January 2021 compared
to the same time last year. 

Telecom and ISP (internet serv-
ice provider) job postings have be-
come stable, indicating a 0 per cent

change compared to January 2020.
However, telecom roles have wit-
nessed a 13 per cent increase in
postings in the last three months,
it added. 

The Monster Employment Index
report is based on analysis of  job list-
ing data during January 2021, against
the same month of  2020.

Jobs in the IT industry - hardware,
software - reflected significant de-
mand this month with month-on-
month growth of  6 per cent in job
postings, seen mostly in Bangalore,
Chennai and Hyderabad. 

Further, a constant increase in job
postings for the home appliances in-
dustry is noticed, with 9 per cent
growth in postings in January 2021,
compared to December 2020. 

While the job postings for the
home appliances industry are at
18 per cent decline year-on-year in

January 2021, the same has im-
proved compared to the previous
index (December 2021 vs December
2020), which was down at 25 per

cent, it noted.
As per the report, industries that

have witnessed maximum growth
in job postings compared to the pre-

vious month are home appliances
(9 per cent), agro-based industries
(7 per cent), IT - Hardware, Software
(6 per cent), banking and financial

services, insurance (6 per cent) and
chemicals, plastic, rubber, paints, fer-
tiliser and pesticides (5 per cent).

Industries such as advertising,
market research, public relations
(PR), production and manufactur-
ing and engineering, cement, con-
struction, iron and steel have also
witnessed month-on-month growth
of  4 per cent each. 

The media and entertainment
industry remains consistent when
compared to the previous month
with no changes, however, there is
an indication of  a 2 per cent year-
on-year growth, it added. 

Further, the report revealed that
with the reopening of  travel and
reduced restrictions in vehicular
movement, travel, and tourism and
automotive, ancillaries and tyres
have witnessed an increase of  2
per cent in job postings. 

Job market continues to improve led by IT, agro-based sectors
BRIGHTER DAYS AHEAD

In comparison to January 2020, job
postings in some industries have
improved, according to Monster
Employment Index

Agro-based industries and media
and entertainment have grown by
15% and 2%, respectively, in
January 2021

Jobs in the IT industry - hardware,
software - reflected significant
demand this month with M-o-M
growth of 6% in job postings, seen
mostly in Bangalore, Chennai and
Hyderabad
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New Delhi, Feb 10: The new PSE
policy announced by the govern-
ment has opened a host of  oppor-
tunities for the private players who
now partake in India's growth story
by buying the brownfield assets of
public sector enterprises at an at-
tractive valuation, DIPAM Secretary
Tuhin Kanta Pandey said Wednesday.

Privatisation, as a means of  im-
proving efficiency and hence achiev-
ing higher productivity and im-
proved allocation of  resources, has
been one of  the guiding principles
of  the Budget, he said at an inter-
action with members of  CII.

The unveiling of  the blueprint of
a new privatisation policy in the
Budget is akin to the landmark re-
forms carried out in 1991, he said.

"The policy has also opened a
host of  opportunities for the private
players who now partake in India's
growth story by buying the brown-
field assets of  the PSEs at an at-
tractive valuation," he added.

Brownfield assets are the exist-
ing assets.

Unveiling the PSE policy in
Budget 2021-22, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had said bar-
ring four strategic areas, public

sector enterprises (PSEs) in other
sectors will be divested. The policy
would give a clear roadmap for dis-
investment in strategic and non-
strategic sectors.

The four sectors are atomic energy,
space and defence; transport and
telecommunications; power, petro-
leum, coal and other minerals; and
banking, insurance and financial
services in non-strategic sectors.

In case of  strategic sector, a “bare
minimum” number of  CPSEs will

be retained and the rest would be pri-
vatised or merged or made sub-
sidiary of  another CPSE or closed
down. Taking cognisance of  the
need to spur productive spending in
the economy, the Budget has ramped
up capital expenditure, so as to
boost India's medium to long-term
growth potential, said Economic
Affairs Secretary Tarun Bajaj.

The spelling out of  the fiscal
deficit glide path to bring the deficit
below 4.5 per cent of  GDP by 2025-
26 enunciates the intent of  the gov-
ernment to rein in the expansion-
ary stance in the years to come,
Bajaj said.

Responding to a question on re-
search and innovation, he said that
the private sector should come for-
ward and contribute proactively
to the National Research Foundation
without anticipating any additional
tax benefits as carrying out inno-
vation is the key ingredient  for
being competitive.

During the interaction, Chief
Economic Adviser,  K V
Subramanian highlighted that the
reform measures delineated in the
various phases of  Aatmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan announced last
year have culminated in the
crescendo of  the Union Budget.

‘New PSE policy opens lot of
opportunities for private players’

‘SBI looking to double
home loan portfolio
to `10L cr in 5 years’
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 10: The country’s
largest lender State Bank of  India
on Wednesday said it has crossed
the Rs 5 lakh crore mark in its
home loan business and expects to
double the portfolio in the next
five years.

Among all scheduled commer-
cial banks, SBI share in the home
loan segment is around 34 per
cent. It is offering an interest rate
on home loans starting from 6.80
per cent.

"We have crossed the Rs 5 lakh
crore mark. This is a journey
which we have covered in almost
from 2011 to 2021. So in about 10
years' time, we have built this
book from about Rs 89,000 crore to
Rs 5 lakh crore," the bank's chair-
man Dinesh Khara told reporters.

Around 51 per cent of  the
lender's home loan customers be-
long to urban, semi-urban and
rural areas, and the balance 49
per cent are from metros, he said.

When asked how soon the bank
will achieve the next Rs 5 lakh
crore target in home loans, Khara
said the time taken would be much
lesser.

"When it comes to our next tar-
get, we are aiming for a target of
about Rs 7 lakh crore in around
three years' time and maybe Rs 10
lakh crore by another five years’
time," he said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: A leading
jewellery brand Khimji Wednesday
launched its exclusive Valentine
collection ‘Lovestruck 2021’ to cel-
ebrate this season of  love. Inspired
by tales of  eternal love, the new
range of  valentine collection is de-
signed to add sparkle and make
every loved one special.

The new collection offers a unique
and modern collection of  afford-
able fine diamond jewellery start-
ing from just Rs 11,000. The collec-
tion is available at all Khimji stores
across Odisha- Bhubaneswar,
Cuttack, Berhampur and Rourkela.

“Valentine’s Day is the celebra-
tion of  love stories that are timeless.
Understanding the sentiment of
our customers, we have come up
with this collection of  affordable di-
amond jewelleries where each piece
is crafted to make it the perfect ex-
pression of  love”, said Krishnendu
Sen, Executive Director of  Khimji

Jewellers.
The ‘Lovestruck’ collection in-

cludes range of  pendants, rings,
bracelets, necklace and bands of
diamond. Apart from this, Khimji
boasts of  the biggest variety and col-
lection of  jewellery in the state,
suited for all and any occasion.
Apart from this, Khimji with radio
partner 92.7 Big FM has announced
a 'Selfie Contest' from February
8th to 14th February 2021 to add
some more sparkle to this season

of  gifting. Top 3 winners of  the
contest shall get free Gold Coin. 

As per the rule of  the contest
one has to visit the nearest Khimji
Store and take a selfie at the specially
designed ‘Selfie Spot’ inside the
store; and thereafter post the selfie
in his/her Facebook or Instagram
timeline and tag
'Khimjijewellersofficial' and '92.7
Big FM' page. Top 3 contestants
from each store with highest likes
on their post will be the winner.

Khimji rolls out Valentine
collection ‘Lovestruck’

Samsung launches
purchase program 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: Samsung,
India’s biggest consumer electronics
and smartphones brand, launched
an exciting defence purchase pro-
gram for the Indian Armed Forces
Personnel. The company has part-
nered with udChalo, an online
travel portal for Indian Defence
personnel for this purpose. 

Armed Forces personnel using
the Defence Purchase Program
will get exclusive discounts and of-
fers on Samsung Galaxy smart-
phones, tablets, wearables, TVs
and appliances. 

They will also get free insur-
ance cover on select products. All
other consumer offers, including
No Cost EMI, cashbacks and easy
exchange will be applicable on
these transactions. To avail ex-
citing offers and discounts, all
udChalo verified customers must
log in to the udChalo website, after
which they will be re-directed to
Samsung.com for selection and
purchase of  products. 

The policy has also
opened a host of

opportunities for the private
players who now partake in
India's growth story by
buying the brownfield assets
of the PSEs at an attractive
valuation
TUHIN KANTA PANDEY I DIPAM SECRETARY
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MAN UTD IN FA CUP LAST 8
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Manchester, Feb 10: Manchester United are
into the FA Cup quarterfinals for a seventh
straight season. Bournemouth got there for only
the second time in their 122-year history.

Scott McTominay’s 97th-minute strike earned
United a 1-0 win over West Ham in a lackluster
fifth-round match that required extra time at
snowy Old Trafford Tuesday.

In another demonstration of  his growing as-
suredness in front of  goal, the midfielder steered

a volley into the bottom corner after a neat
lay-off  by Marcus Rashford at the end of

a counterattack. The 24-year-old
McTominay scored the winner against

Watford in the third round, and also
netted in his last two Premier League
games.

“Scott has really developed that
part of  his game this season,”
United manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer said. “We let him go into
the box more often, unleash
him. He’s a very good striker
of  the ball, very clinical. He

was a forward in his younger
days and you can see the au-
thority when he gets a
chance to finish.”

United, a 12-time win-
ner of  the FA Cup, are ac-

customed to going deep in
cup competitions under
Solskjaer over the past year

but the semifinals have
been the ceiling, with

the team losing in
the last four in the

League Cup
(twice), the FA

Cup and the
Europa

League.

Along with the Europa League, the FA Cup looks
to be United’s best chance of  collecting their
first piece of  silverware since 2017 after falling
five points behind Manchester City in the Premier
League title race. City also has a game in hand.

West Ham, led by former Man United manager
David Moyes, frustrated Solskjaer’s side with a dis-
ciplined defensive performance but wasn’t helped
by losing three players — Angelo Ogbonna (ankle),
his replacement Issa Diop (head), and Andriy
Yarmolenko (knee) — to injury by the 54th minute.
The team was already without its only senior
striker, Michail Antonio, whose minutes were
being managed by Moyes after a recent injury.

Diop was replaced by Ryan Fredericks at half-
time following a clash of  heads with Anthony
Martial in the 37th, making it the first concus-
sion substitute in English soccer. In a rule in-
troduced on a trial basis for this season, teams
are allowed to use a maximum of  two concussion
subs from the fifth round onward. It is also being
trialed in the Premier League.

Second-division Bournemouth beat Burnley
2-0 and are in quarterfinals of  the world’s oldest
club knockout competition for the first time
since the 1956-57 season. Goals by Sam Surridge
and Junior Stanislas, from the penalty spot, saw
off  a depleted Burnley side at Turf  Moor.

Burnley was looking to advance to the quar-
terfinals for the first time since the 2002-03 sea-
son, but manager Sean Dyche chose to rest his
key players — including the entire first-choice
defense and goalkeeper Nick Pope — with his team
battling to avoid relegation in the Premier League.

It later emerged that Burnley came within
minutes of  potentially getting disqualified from
the competition after Dyche initially named
Erik Pieters in his starting lineup — despite
the left back being suspended for the game after
collecting yellow cards in each of  the previous
two rounds.

Burnley were alerted to their error by
Bournemouth officials just before kickoff  and
replaced Pieters with Anthony Driscoll-Glennon.

Bournemouth, who were relegated from the
top flight last season, was being managed on an
interim basis by former Tottenham and Real
Madrid defender Jonathan Woodgate following
the recent departure of  Jason Tindall.

Scott McTominay celebrates
Manchester United’s winner
against West Ham, Tuesday

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Madrid, Feb 10: It was an assist
by a left back on a goal by another
left back that sealed Real Madrid’s
win in the Spanish league.

Zinedine Zidane’s team needed
an unusual starting lineup to keep
their momentum and cut Atletico
Madrid’s lead to five points, with
Marcelo setting up Ferland Mendy
for the team’s second goal in a 2-
0 win over Getafe. 

Karim Benzema had already
scored in the second half  and
Madrid went on to win for the
third time in four games in a match
that was postponed from the first
round as European competitions
finished later than scheduled last
season because of  the coronavirus
pandemic.

With his squad depleted by in-
juries and suspensions, Zidane
was forced to change the team’s for-
mation and use some players out
of  position. Nine players were un-
available for the match at the
Alfredo Di Stefano Stadium, in-
cluding captain Sergio Ramos,
Toni Kroos and Eden Hazard.

Zidane switched to a 3-5-2 for-
mation and promoted the first sen-
ior-squad start for 20-year-old
Marvin Park. Two other youth
players later entered the game —
Victor Chust and Sergio Arribas.

The victory came a day after
Atletico conceded late and stum-
bled to a 2-2 home draw against
Celta Vigo to see their eight-game
winning streak end. Madrid, try-
ing to repeat as league champion
for the first time since 2007-08,
moved closer to the top but their
city rival remained with two games
in hand.

Madrid have been recovering
from a difficult start to the year,
when they endured disappoint-
ing results that included an em-
barrassing elimination to third-di-

vision club Alcoyano in the round
of  32 of  the Copa del Rey.

Fighting wind and rain at the Di
Stefano, Madrid controlled pos-
session but struggled to capitalise
on their scoring opportunities
against Getafe.

Benzema broke the deadlock
with a header in the 60th minute
after a well-placed cross by Vinicius
Junior from the right flank.

Benzema, who has 16 goals this
season, had already hit the cross-
bar with a header early in the
match.

Mendy added to the lead in the
66th by completing a left-side
cross by Marcelo, who was play-
ing in a more advanced position
as Zidane lacked other options.
Marcelo later was substituted be-
cause of  an injury.

Real move closer to 
Liga leaders Atletico

Karim Benzema rejoice after putting Real Madrid up front, Tuesday

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Turin, Feb 10: Juventus progressed
to their sixth Italian Cup final in
seven years after a 0-0 draw against
Inter Milan to win 2-1 on aggre-
gate. They will face either Atalanta
or Napoli in the final, which will be
played May 19.

Juventus coach Andrea Pirlo
has faced criticism in the first sea-
son in his managerial career but his
team won the Italian Super Cup
last year and are still firmly in the
hunt for what would be a record-ex-
tending 10th successive Serie A
title.

It is the second successive season
Inter have been eliminated in the
semifinal of  the Italian Cup. They
are also out of  European compe-
tition, having finished bottom of
their Champions League group.

Juventus had won the first leg 2-
1 last week, with Cristiano Ronaldo

scoring both goals  for  the
Bianconeri. Ronaldo also netted
Saturday in a 2-0 victory over Roma
in the league, a day after celebrat-
ing his 36th birthday.

He was kept quiet in Turin, al-
though the Juventus forward did
go close on three occasions at the
end of  the first half. Conte has only
had one success over his former
club, with the Nerazzurri having
beaten Juventus in the league last
month.

Juventus reach Italian
Cup final beating Inter

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Margao, Feb 10: Their play-off
hopes all but over, bottom placed
Odisha FC will play for pride when
they take Kerala Blasters in a Indian
Super League (ISL) match here
Thursday. 

Odisha FC have been on a six-
match winless run now, having won
only one game all season, which
came against Kerala Blasters. And
they will be keen to repeat that feat
when they face the same opponents
at the Fatorda Stadium in the return
league fixture.

While Odisha will be battling for
pride, Kerala placed a rung above
at 10th, will try and reach as close
as they can to a top-four spot. While
Odisha have just eight points from
15 games, Kerala still have a chance
to reach the play-offs having gar-
nered 15 points from 16 games, eight
points adrift of  fourth placed
Hyderabad FC.  Odisha coach Gerald
Peyton is aware that Kerala will

be fighting for all that they have
but he will take confidence from
their record against the southern
outfit. In their three meetings so far,
Kerala have never beaten Odisha.

Like their opponents, Kerala have
also been struggling. They are win-
less in four games and have conceded
the most goals this season (27). 

Odisha lie a close second on that
table, having conceded 25 goals.
The defensive issues faced by both
teams are visible from the fact that
Odisha has faced the maximum
number of  shots on target while
Kerala have faced the second-most.

Kerala has to put in some en-
couraging displays in their last few
games but have been unable to hold
on to whatever advantage they have
managed to gain. 

In their last two games against
ATK Mohun Bagan and Mumbai
City FC, Kerala suffered defeats de-
spite opening the scoring. They
have now dropped 16 points from
winning positions this season.

Odisha look to end Blasters’ play-off hopes

Odisha FC players go are having a practice session

Sushil, Bibhansu help
BBSR B beat Balasore

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 10: Sushil K
Barik (4/26) and Bibhansu S Ray (76,
115b) helped Bhubaneswar B over-
power Balasore by 99 runs in their
first match of  the OCA Inter-District
U-19 Boys’ Super League at the
Bidanasi Ground in Cuttack,
Wednesday.

BBSR B posted 233/4 in their al-
lotted 50 overs after being put into bat
first. Bibhansu was the top scorer and
he was ably supported by a watch-
ful knock from MG Kumar (50, 105b)
and blitzkrieg of  a knock by Pankaj
K Sahoo (44 n o, 25b). Subha S Barik
(2/51) and Rajib L Sahu (1/56) shared
three wickets between them.

The target was too much for
Balasore, who were bundled out
for only 134 in 39.1 overs. Skipper
Suman S Ojha (41, 74b) and Arun

K Rout (30, 60b) were the only
Balasore batsmen who offered some
resistance. Sushil was the wrecker
in chief  and he was adjudged Player
of  the match. He was ably sup-
ported by Sagar K Mulia (3/26).

At BOSE Ground, Cuttack:
Sambalpur 95 (Nitish Singh 31 n o;
Saideep Mohapatra 4/24) lost to
Cuttack A 96/1 (Shashang Rungata
39 n o, Prince S Behera 32; Shresth
Singh 1/12) by 9 wickets.

At Railway Ground, BBSR:
KIIT 205 (Ramani R Jena 53, Gourish
Patra 45 n o, Manitej Mohanty 31;
Om Kumar 4/49, Sachin Yadav
3/38) lost to Jharsuguda 206/6
(Dhananajay Yadav 65 n o, Anubhav
Pradhan 48, Om Kumar 32; Manitej
Mohanty 2/49) by 4 wickets.

At Town Club Ground, BBSR:
Rourkela 211/9 (Hemant Nayak 43,
Basant S Rathour 32 n o, Aashirwad
Swain 32; Mir Kafiruddin 4/41)
beat Bhadrak 189 (Mir Kafiruddin
45, Surya Mohapatra 33; Goutam
Suna 3/31, Swoop S Bhuyan 2/23)
by 22 runs.
DEB BAGS BRONZE

Madhumita Deb secured a bronze
medal on the closing day of  the
36th National Junior Athletics
Championships at the Sarsujai
Stadium in Guwahati, Assam. Deb
won the medal in 200m of  the girls’
U-20 category, clocking 24.90s. 

Sushil 
K Barik

Djoko holds off Tiafoe to enter 3rd round
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Melbourne, Feb 10: Frances Tiafoe
had never played a No.1, had never
beaten anyone in the top 5, and now
he’d just won a tie-breaker against
Novak Djokovic to level their second-
round match at the Australian Open.

Full of  animation in his courtside
chair, Tiafoe took the court and
said what was obvious to everyone
watching: ‘I love this’.

Tiafoe, a 23-year-old American
who reached the quarterfinals here
two years ago, threw everything he
could at eight-time Australian Open
champion Djokovic. He pulled the
crowd into the contest, too. But it was-
n't quite enough, with the defending
champion winning 6-3, 6-7(3-7), 7-
6(7-2), 6-3 in a three and half-hour af-
ternoon match on Rod Laver Arena.

The fourth set was on serve and ap-
peared headed for another tiebreaker
when Tiafoe was given a time viola-
tion on his serve. He lost his temper,
and ultimately the game. He didn’t
win another game in the match,
which finished with a double-fault.

Tiafoe shook his head, then jogged
to the net to embrace Djokovic.
He’ll take plenty from this. Djokovic
bowed, touched the court with his
hand, and then went into his more
customary celebrations.

Dominic Thiem, who lost the final
here last year to Djokovic but went
one better to win the US Open, eased
through the second round with a 6-

4, 6-0, 6-2 win over Donimik Koepfer.
Three-time major winner Stan

Wawrinka, the 2014 Australian
Open champion, wasted a big lead
in the fifth-set tie-break — and three
match points — before losing 5-7, 1-
6, 6-4, 6-2, 6-7(9-11) to Marton
Fucsovics. Five unforced errors in
the last seven points of  the tie-
breaker cost him the match.

Serena Williams kept her bid for

a 24th Grand Slam singles title on
track, making only 11 unforced er-
rors as she swept Nina Stojanovic
6-3, 6-0. But a 21st trip to Melbourne
Park ended painfully for her older
sister, Venus Williams.

The seven-time major winner
was trailing 1-5 in the opening set
against Sara Errani when she landed
awkwardly on her ankle as she ap-
proached the net for a volley. She

fought back tears before receiving
treatment on the ankle, and gamely
continued, hobbling between points,
before losing 6-1, 6-0.

Former US Open champion
Bianca Andreescu, coming back
from 15 months out with injury, be-
came the latest top 10 player to be
beaten by veteran Hsieh Su-wei of
Taiwan 3-6, 2-6.

Another Canadian mounting a
comeback also lost. Rebecca
Marino, a former top 40 player
competing in a major tournament
for the first time in eight years, was
beaten by No.19-seeded Marketa
Vondrousova 6-1, 7-5. 

Two-time Wimbledon champion
Petra Kvitova, the 2019 Australian
Open runner-up, lost to Sorana
Cirstea 6-4, 1-6, 6-1. Garbine
Muguruza, the Australian Open
runner-up last year, defeated
Liudmila Samsonova 6-3, 6-1.

Ann Li, a 20-year-old American,
reached the third round for the sec-
ond major in a row by beating Alize
Cornet 6-2, 7-6(8-6). World No.7-
seeded Aryna Sabalenka eliminated
Daria Kasatkina 7-6(7-5), 6-3.

In men’s play, No.11 Denis
Shapovalov beat veteran Australian
qualifier Bernard Tomic 6-1, 6-3, 6-
2 and his fellow Canadian Milos
Raonic held off  Corentin Moutet 6-
7(1-7), 6-1, 6-1, 6-4. World No.8 Diego
Schwartzman and No.20 Felix Auger-
Aliassime were among the seeded
men to advance.

Novak Djokovic
plays a backhand
during his match
against Frances
Tiafoe, Wednesday

Enes late own
goal helps JFC
bag full points
AGENCIES

Goa, Feb 10: In a dramatic fin-
ish, Jamshedpur FC rode on a
last-gasp own goal by Enes
Sipovic to come out of  the match
with full three points in the
their Indian Super League en-
counter with Chennaiyin FC at
the GMC Stadium in Bambolim,
Wednesday.

When it looked like both the
teams will end up sharing points,
the own goal from Sipovic in the
added-on time turned the tide to-
wards Jamshedpur and they com-
pleted their revenge of  their loss
in their previous encounter. 

David Grande got the ball in-
side the box towards the right-
hand side. He cut inside to his
stronger left foot and decided to
test the keeper and looked to go
to the far post. 

Unluckily for Chennaiyin, the
ball took the deflection of  Sipovic’s
foot and went into the back of  the
net at the near post. It was a big
heartbreak for Chennaiyin, but
jubilation for the Men of  Steel.

Earlier, both the teams tussled
hard to find the back of  the net but
failed as the defensive unit of  ei-
ther team made sure none man-
aged an advantage.
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