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Odia actor Varsha Priyadarshini, keeping her
promise, has helped a visually challenged
singer record his maiden song

WINNING HEARTS
Mithali Raj became the first batswomen in
the world to score 7,000 ODI runs during
the game against SA  

GREAT FEAT 

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

The Quad leaders pledged to be committed to
an open, free, secure and prosperous
Indo-Pacific INTERNATIONAL | P10
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

He is unhappy because he’s got 
a ticket to contest an MLA seat. 
See, he is already an MP now!

SHORT TAKES

New Delhi: Banking operations
across the country could be
impacted Monday and Tuesday
as United Forum of Bank Unions
(UFBU) has given a call for a
nationwide strike to protest
against the proposed privati-
sation of two state-owned
lenders. Services such as
deposits and withdrawal at
branches, cheque clearance and
loan approvals would be
affected. UFBU claimed that
about 10 lakh bank employees
and officers of the banks will
participate in the strike. 

Two-day strike to
hit banking ops
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 14: Even as
the citizens of  the capital city are
yet to come to terms with the un-
precedented rise in holding tax rates,
th e  Bhu b aneswar  Municipal
Corporation (BMC) passed an order
March 12 threatening to seal the prop-
erties of  defaulters against whom
certificate cases have been initiated. 

In a letter to all Zonal Deputy
Commissioners (ZDCs) of  the City,
BMC Deputy Commissioner (DC),
Revenue, directed them to lodge cer-
tificate cases against all defaulters
under the provisions in the Orissa
Public Demands Recovery (OPDR)
Act, 1962. The DC further instructed
that ward supervisors may be asked
to file requisition before the ZDCs
accordingly.

“It is to say that there are large
numbers of  defaulters who have not

paid the holding tax. Thus, it is re-
quested that certificate cases under
OPDR Act, 1962, may be immediately

initiated against all such defaulters.
Steps to be taken to seal the buildings
of  the defaulters against whom cer-

tificate cases have already been ini-
tiated,” the letter said. 

It may be recalled that the BMC had
earlier revised benchmark value of
land cost of  different areas in the
city. This had resulted in about 20 to
50 times increase in holding taxes
for the residents. The change in the
tax rates amidst the COVID-19 pan-
demic came under heavy criticism
from all quarters, including the res-
idents. In fact, the Opposition parties
in the state had demanded an im-
mediate roll back of  the new holding
tax rates. 

“The BMC wants us to pay heavy
taxes despite COVID-19 taking a heavy
toll on our incomes and revenues. I
was earlier paying ̀ 700 as holding tax
and now I am asked to pay `17,000
monthly. Moreover, the civic authority
has now ordered the sealing of  our
properties for failing to pay the ex-
orbitant taxes. This is not only over-

burdening on the common man, but
also extortive in nature,” said Sukanti
Chand, a resident of  Bomikhal here. 

When asked about the BMC’s plan
to seal the residential properties of
the defaulters, DC Srimanta Mishra
told the Orissa POST that the order
has been passed only against com-
mercial and industrial establish-
ments. “The OPDR Act is not against
individual households. The order is
only against big and old defaulters.
No notice has been given to seal in-
dividual households. Furthermore, a
case under OPDR Act takes about a
year to be settled before the orders for
final sealing of  properties are is-
sued,” Mishra said. 

Meanwhile, sources said the civic
body has sustained a huge revenue loss
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
now it hopes to compensate for the loss
by collecting hiked holding tax from
all residents.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 14:
Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik Sunday set a tar-
get of  “zero infection” even
as the COVID-19 tally in the
state mounted to 3,38,192
with 71 fresh cases.

In a video message,
Patnaik appealed to people
to follow health safety pro-
tocols so that the state can
achieve the goal and re-
quested them not to be com-
placent with the daily num-
ber of  new coronavirus
cases remaining below 100.

“With your support, the
COVID-19 situation is cur-
rently under control in
Odisha. The World Health
Organization (WHO) has
praised our initiatives to
fight against the coronavirus
pandemic. Although the sin-
gle-day spike in coronavirus
cases is below 100, zero in-
fection is our target,” he said.
The COVID-19 situation in
Maharashtra, Punjab,
Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh has worsened due to
a significant rise in the num-
ber of  new cases, he said.

“Normalcy has returned
to Odisha. None of  us wants
lockdown to return. Wearing
face masks is a must when
going outside and hand
washing should be prac-
tised after returning home.
One must follow the social
distancing norms,” the Chief
Minister said in his mes-
sage.  Patnaik also sought
people’s cooperation in the

ongoing vaccination pro-
gramme.

“We have lost many lives
in the battle against the
COVID-19 pandemic. We will
never let their sacrifice go
in vain... All of  us should be
self-conscious,” he said.

The CM also said he has
already asked the civil ad-
ministration and police to
ensure strict implementa-
tion of  the COVID-19 guide-
lines issued by both the state
and the Centre.

Of  the new cases, 43 were
reported from quarantine
centres and 28 detected dur-
ing contact tracing.

Khurda district reported
the highest number of
fresh cases at 11, followed
by Jajpur (7)  and
Mayurbhanj (6).

SISIR MISHRA, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 14: A long-
cherished historical belief  that
Mahatma Gandhi never visited the
Srimandir as the shrine discrimi-

nated against the untouchables
was debunked by evidence ob-

tained recently. A century-old
document preserved with
the family priest of  the
Gandhis in Puri revealed
that the Father of  the Nation

had not only gone inside the
temple March 27, 1921
(Sunday), but also recorded
his appreciation of  the
visit in the Daskati (fam-
ily dairy) preserved with
the local priests of  the
Gujuratis. 

The visit took place

when Gandhi first visited Odisha in
1921, much before his Harijan
Padayatra in Odisha took place in
1934. Gandhi's overt aversion to vis-
iting Srimandir came in 1937 when
he was at Belaboi near Delanga in
Puri district. From Delanga, some

members of  his entourage includ-
ing Kasturba, Mahadev Desai and
Mrs Desai came to Puri to pay their
obeisance to the deities, which
Gandhi later resented. Bapu re-
portedly believed that Ba and oth-
ers would go to Puri to see the sea

and come back without going to
the temple. 

Gopinath Gochhikar, grandfa-
ther of  Raghunath Gochhikar, a
serving priest at the temple now, had
taken Mahatma inside the temple
and helped him take a round of  the
shrine. It is mentioned in the Daskati
that Bapu had also gone inside the
sanctum sanctorium and bowed
down before the Lord. 

Though a staunch Hindu,
Mahatma never approved un-
touchability. He strongl advocated
for entry of  untouchables (Sudras)
to temples. However, the Puri visit
had taken place long before his
Harijan movement took place. 

History made us believe that the
famous Jagannath temple at Puri
was a ‘no go’ place for Mahatma as
the latter was steadfastly opposed

to the shrine’s policy that only or-
thodox Hindus are allowed inside.
Bapu came to Odisha eight times,
but never visited the temple except
for the very first time in 1921. 

As Odisha is celebrating 100 years
of  Mahatma Gandhi’s maiden visit
to the state in March 1921, this lit-
tle fact of  his life has come to the pub-
lic domain now. "We are the family
priest of  the Gujuratis. My grand-
father had taken Bapu inside the
temple and the Mahatma has
recorded his appreciation of  the
system inside the temple in our
family record,” said Raghunath
Gochhikar, grandson of  Gopinath.
Raghunath, however, was sore that
this fact of  history has not been
properly recorded and generations
of  people still believe that Gandhi
never visited Srimandir. 

GANDHI’S ODISHA VISIT CENTENARY 

Mahatma had visited Srimandir, reveals Puri priest’s record

Naveen warns of
lockdown situation

NORMALCY HAS
RETURNED TO ODISHA.

NONE OF US WANTS
LOCKDOWN TO

RETURN

NAVEEN PATNAIK | 
ODISHA CHIEF MINISTER

WOMAN HELD
CAPTIVE, 
GANGRAPED
FOR 3 DAYS
POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, March 14: In a shock-
ing incident, a married woman
was held captive and gang-raped
for three days by two truck driv-
ers at a house in Barbil town of
Keonjhar district. 

The accused drivers –
Khudabaksh Ansari  and
Muhammad Naseer – have been ar-
rested, police said Sunday.

According to the police, the vic-
tim, a resident of  Bhadrasahi area
here had a fight with her husband
March 11. She left her house and
was waiting for a bus at Roida
Chowk to go somewhere. 

Ansari and Naseer approached
her and offered her a lift in their
truck. Since she knew them, she
accepted their offer. 

The duo raped her in the truck
itself  and then took her to a house.
They kept her there for three days
and raped her several time during
the period. 

The woman somehow managed
to flee captivity Sunday and went
straight to the police station to
lodge a report against Ansari and
Naseer. Taking her report seri-
ously, the Barbil police registered
a case, launched an investigation
and arrested the accused duo. The
cops seized the truck and also sent
the victim for a medical exami-
nation.

IIC Sushant Das said that the two
accused belong to Singroli dis-
trict in Madhya Pradesh and were
produced in court Sunday.  

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 14:The Election
Commission Sunday concurred
with its two poll observers that
there was no pre-meditated attack
on West Bengal Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee in Nandigram
during her poll campaign, and that
her injuries were the result of  a
security lapse.

Taking stern action over the
"slack" bandobast arrangements,
the commission ordered immedi-
ate suspension of  IPS officer Vivek
Sahay, who was in-charge of  the
CM's security, and Purba Medinipur
SP Praween Prakash. It also trans-

ferred Purba Medinipur district
magistrate.  "Charges must be framed
against him (Vivek Sahay) within

a week for grossly failing in dis-
charge of  his primary duty as
Director, Security, to protect the Z+

protectee," the EC said in a statement.
It said the state chief  secretary,

in consultation with the DGP, is
authorised to post a suitable di-
rector of  security immediately.

The poll panel also decided that
a committee comprising the chief
secretary and the DGP will "identify
within next three days the other
proximate security personnel below
Director Security who failed in their
duties to prevent the incident and
protect the Z+ protectee, and take
suitable action for their failure..."

The EC also transferred Purba
Medinipur district magistrate Vibhu
Goel to a non-election post, replacing
him with IAS officer Smita Pandey.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 14: India will
not “shut off  all cryptocurrency”
and allow “experiments” with the
technology behind the alterna-
tive form of  payment, said Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
Sunday, adding the country’s cen-
tral bank would decide finally.

Bitcoin, the world’s biggest cryp-
tocurrency, Saturday crossed a
record high of  $60,000. Bitcoin
has risen sharply this year, broadly
outperforming conventional asset
classes, partly due to broader ac-
ceptance as a form of  payment.
India’s government is preparing
a Bill on cryptocurrencies after an
inter-ministerial panel proposed
a ban and before that, the Supreme
Court struck down the Reserve
Bank of  India’s restrictions on
lenders providing services to crypto
trading platforms.

“From our (the Finance
Ministry's) side we are very clear that
we are not shutting all options. We
will allow certain window for peo-
ple to do experiments on blockchain,
bitcoins, or cryptocurrency,” said
Sitharaman at an event.

Financial technology firms de-
pend on blockchain, the backbone
of  cryptocurrencies, and they
should have a window available.
“We are not going to shut it off
all,” she said.

“A lot of  fintech companies have
made a lot of  progress in it. We have
got several presentations. Much
works at some states level are hap-
pening. And we want to take it in
a big way in IFSC or Gift City in
Gandhinagar,” she said, referring
to a meeting being called in the
Gujarat city.

No evidence of attack on Mamata: EC 

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee along with TMC leader Abhishek
Banerjee (R) and others during a rally on Nandigram Diwas in Kolkata, Sunday  

BMC threatens citizens
BHUBANESWAR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION PASSED AN ORDER THREATENING TO SEAL PROPERTIES OF DEFAULTERS

HOLDING TAX ROW
Earlier, the BMC had
revised benchmark
value of land cost of
different areas in the
city. This had
resulted in about 20
to 50 times increase
in holding taxes for
the residents

Deputy Commissioner
(Revenue) has directed
all Zonal Deputy
Commissioners to lodge
certificate cases against

defaulters as per
the Orissa Public

Demands Recovery
(OPDR) Act, 1962

Experiment with
cryptocurrencies
to continue: FM

Members of a charitable trust hold a demonstration seeking preservation of Barabati fort in Cuttack, Sunday OP PHOTO

SAVE BARABATI 



Mumbai: Sooraj Pancholi says
working on the complex moves of
Latin-ballroom dance is what helped
him break the ice with co-star
Isabelle Kaif, while working on
their film Time To Dance.

This is the first time Sooraj was
working with newcomer and
Katrina Kaif ’s sister Isabelle, and
the long hours of  rehearsals helped
them become buddies within three
days, he said.

“The fact is both of  us were
learning a new dance form, and in
Latin-ballroom form you are al-
ways holding the hand of  your
dance partner. Since we were not
friends from before, it was initially
awkward. On the dance floor, both
of  us were making mistakes, falling,
and then we would start laughing
at the whole situation! So yes, we
laughed it off  and realised we were
on the same boat. It helped us to un-
derstand how we as dancers can
support each other while doing
steps. I would say, with the long
hours of  rehearsal, in three days,
we became good buddies,” added
the Satellite Shankar actor.

Mumbai: Actress Kratika
Sengar, who will be join-
ing  the  cast  o f  Choti
Sarrdaarni, says that she
makes sure to take on
newer characters with
every show. She says that
she picks up roles which
allow her to ‘experiment’
her craft.

“At this point in my ca-
reer, all I look for in a role
is how meaty it is. I want
to play characters that
help me experiment
my acting abilities. I
am very particular
about not repeating
my characters,” she
says.

The actress will
essay the role of
Sandhya Tomar,
a friend of  Meher,
played by Nimrit
Kaur Ahluwalia,
in the show Choti
Sarrdaarni. With
her entry, the show is
in for a series of  twists
and turns.

“My entry is going
to arouse a lot of  cu-
riosity among the au-
dience. I  love the
show’s concept and
hopefully my fans too
love to see me back in
a new character,” she
says.

P2 LAURENCE FISHBURNE JOINS CAST OF 
THE SCHOOL FOR GOOD AND EVIL 

leisure Actor Laurence Fishburne will be seen in the film
adaptation of The School For Good and Evil. He will be
sharing the screen with Michelle Yeoh, Charlize Theron,
Kerry Washington, Sofia Wyle and Sophia Anne Caruso.
The actor will play the schoolmaster in the film.

Oscar-winning actress Viola Davis will be
awarded the prestigious Icon Award from
the African American Film Critics
Association during the 12th annual AAFCA
awards April 7.
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AQUARIUS
You need to think dispas-
sionately and with clarity,
says Ganesha. As always,
sentiments may come in
the way of your success today. Be
careful, especially while taking deci-
sions that will impact your future. You
don't want to study law, just because
your friends are doing it!

PISCES
Major expenses are com-
ing your way, but the good
news is a lot of them can
be avoided simply by
drawing a line between your needs and your
wants. Exercising a little restraint now will go
a long way in boosting your savings later on,
says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
Life is bubbling within
you and you shall be in a
hyper-elevated state of
bliss today. Your high-
spirits and energy will inspire you to per-
form at your best. Moreover, your inner
voice will be loud and bellowing. Make the
most of this superb day, says Ganesha.

LIBRA
Sit back and think hard
— think about what is it
that you really want
when it comes to your
business enterprises, because there are
many ways to go about things at work, and
they all shall lead your somewhere differ-
ent. The stars favour you today with a gold-
en touch, so take it in your stride and make
hay while the sun shines. 

SCORPIO
Don't put off cultivating
healthy eating habits,
says Ganesha. You should
do better to control over-
indulging in food as it may lead to obesity.
Ganesha advises you to stick to a healthy
lifestyle, especially when it comes to meals.

LEO
The bourgeoisie feasted
on cake, while the
masses starved for
want of a mere loaf of
bread. Ganesha foresees something simi-
lar for you today, as you show the propen-
sity to indulge in unwanted expenses.

VIRGO
You will be cool as a
cucumber today.
Nothing that happens
will unsettle that com-
posure, says Ganesha. Your loved ones
will stand tall and strong behind you,
and inspire you to overcome obsta-
cles. Your work will reflect dedication,
says Ganesha. 

GEMINI
If you are into retail busi-
ness, planetary positions
indicate today is a day for
bumper sales. You will set records in
making profits. After work, you may
want to take your beloved out shopping. 

CANCER
Ganesha advises you to
watch your back today.
However, he wants to
make it clear that you
may be at the receiving end of others'
actions. Anyway, your cautious and
watchful approach will save you from
needless discomfiture. 

ARIES
It is a sunny, sparkling
day, and the stars spell
success. If you're feeling
creative, simply pick up a paintbrush or
try a new recipe. However, care and
caution should be the buzzwords if you
are driving alone, suggest Ganesha.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
You may feel let down as
your folks may not
extend the support you
expected from them, says Ganesha You
should try to remain practical and not get
swayed by emotions. It is highly likely that
family feuds may erupt today. Ganesha
advises you to avoid confrontations and
keep smiling to emerge a winner.

CAPRICORN
Planning strategic moves
will be done with, and all
that will remain is execu-
tion. But Ganesha says
there may be delays in implementing
ideas that are crucial to the success of
your project, and this may leave you
disappointed and dismayed. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row, 
column and box must contain the numbers 
0 to 9 and the letters A to E.

VIOLA TO BE AWARDED 
AAFCA ICON AWARD

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: The members of
city-based theatre troupe Dynamic
Platform presented a hilarious
play to the viewers here at Bhanja
Kala Mandap, Sunday. 

Titled Abhinetri, the play was
translated from Shailesh Guha
Niyogi’s Bengali play Boudir Biye
by Diliswar Maharana and di-
rected by Debabrata Patnaik. 

The occasion was the inaugural
evening of  17th State Level Natak
Mahotsav, a five-day comedy play
festival ,  org anised by
Panchamaveda, a well known the-
atre troupe of  the city. The event
is being held in collaboration with
Srishti Theatre of  Bhubaneswar,
said troupe’s secretary Prakash
Maharana. 

The story revolves around five
bachelor brothers and how they
manage to get their eldest sibling

married. However, their joy is
short-lived as the family disinte-

grates soon after the marriage.
After several twists and turns, the
lone woman of  the family wins
the hearts of  all brothers by her love
and affection.

“There are a few stories which
need to be re-told. Though this is
a simple story, the message it con-
veys is still relevant for the soci-
ety. I have also tried to bring some
freshness in its style of  presenta-
tion, acting and stagecraft,” said
play’s director Patnaik.

The dignitaries who were pres-
ent at the opening ceremony in-
clude Science & Technology
Minister Ashok Chandra Panda,
Bhubaneswar (Central) MLA
Ananta Narayan Jena and Dillip
Routray, OSD to the Chief  Secretary.
Troupe’s working president Haren
Sahoo conducted a short meeting
before the play.

Mumbai: Actor Rohit Roy
has been part of  many suc-
cessful shows on television,
has worked in films and has
also dabbled with the digi-
tal medium. At a time when
actors in general seem to
be gravitating from TV to
the OTT space, Rohit says he
will never forsake televi-
sion, even if  he continues
working in other mediums.

“That day will never
come,” Rohit says, when
asked if  he consciously
plans to move away from
TV.

“I am a product of  tele-
vision. I am who I am be-
cause of  television. Had
Swabhimaan (1994) not hap-
pened to me in the begin-
ning of  my career, I would
have not been here. But

when I do television, it has
to be role that leaves an im-
pact or an indelible mark on
people’s minds. I don’t see
myself  doing run-of  the
mill characters just to be
part of  television.”

Last seen on the 2019
show Sanjivani, the actor is
currently gearing up for
the release of  his upcom-
ing film Mumbai Saga.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: Odia actress and ac-
tivist Varsha Priyadarshini kept her
promise by helping visually chal-
lenged singer Abdul Samad Nizami
record his first song - a devotional
tribute to Lord Jagannath, Sunday.

Nizami, fondly known as Sam
Sir, came to limelight after clips
of  him singing
a Jagannath
bhajan
went viral
on social
media.

Impressed, the Nimki actress vis-
ited Nizami at  his  home in
Praharajpur, Cuttack and prom-
ised him to offer a platform to show-
case his singing skills.  Living up
to her commitment, she arranged
Nizami’s first recording, composed
by renowned Odia music director

Premanand, at             Cuttack’s
Prativa studio. She has also as-
sured him of  her continued
support in future.  

Nizami is thrilled to record
his first song and has thanked
Varsha for the break. 

Varsha had earlier helped
tribal singer Namita Meleka
of  Koraput getting her first

singing assignment.
Like Nizami, she too was
spotted by the actress on
social media. 

5-DAY STATE-LEVEL DRAMA FESTIVAL BEGINS

Panchamaveda’s comedy treats for city theatre lovers

A scene from comedy play Abhinetri staged at Bhanja Kala Mandap, Sunday

Varsha keeps 
her promise 

Kratika wants roles that
allow her to experiment

I am who I am because of TV: Rohit

How Sooraj broke 
ice with Isabelle 
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Srimandir servitors
perform ‘Benta Niti’ at a
pond inside Jagannath
Ballav garden in Puri,
Sunday 

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 12,02,48,072  9,68,10,243 26,62,342  

India 1,13,59,048  1,09,89,897  1,58,607   

Odisha 3,38,192  3,35,660 1,918   

COVID-19 TRACKER 

n Did you ever think that Ruchi
would emerge as a big brand in
the state?

n Well, we never thought peo-
ple would shower their love
on us. But we were focused
on our goal. Since Ruchi’s in-
ception, we have always looked
forward. Reaching the pinna-
cle has been our only goal.
Every staff  at Ruchi industry
is like my family.

n What are the company’s  
new plans?

n State government has allotted
us a land to set up a full-fledged
plant at Ramdaspur, Odisha.
We will set food processing
unit by using international
technology. Food and bever-
ages will be packaged here.
This plant will provide 2,000
direct employment opportu-
nities. With the help of  high-end
technology, we will do food pro-
cessing, production and sale. It
will cater to the demands of
next generation. 

n How many products are now
being manufactured?

n At present, we produce around
300 verities of  products. We
also ensure good and hygienic
packaging to maintain qual-
ity. We believe in offering
products that are safe and of
excellent quality. We also pro-
duce two kinds of  food— ready
to cook and ready to eat. We
have made huge investments
to encourage extensive re-
search for qualitative devel-

opment of  our products.

n Your opinion on adulteration

n The population is increasing
and so are demands for spices.
State government is taking
stern actions to stop adulter-
ation and penalise the wrong-
doers. The government has
seized adulterated products in
cities like Bhubaneswar, Cuttack
and Berhampur. Such investi-
gations will stop adulteration
system in state.

n Challenges the spice industry
is facing in
state

n The pandemic has been disas-
trous for many industries all
over the world. Ruchi has also
faced challenges due to the
same. We face natural calami-
ties in our state every year.
Therefore we have learned to
move forward despite such ad-
versities. Also, state govern-
ment is coming up with various
schemes for the benefit of  en-
trepreneurs.

n Your advice to the youth

n Knowledge, skill and expe-
rience are key fundamentals
for achieving success. The

youth should follow this
mantra. Those who want
to be entrepreneurs should
first conduct surveys on
market demands. They

should manufacture the
products that consumers
demand more. The youth
should focus on manufac-
turing quality products.

They should be self  depen-
d a n t  r at h e r  t h a n  d e -

pending too much on
others.

SKILL AND EXPERIENCE ARE KEY
MANTRAS FOR SUCCESS: RUCHI MD

POLITICKLE MANJUL

The pandemic has devastated the automobile sector and
the industry is looking for a new ray of hope. In the
meantime, the Centre has introduced a Scrappage

Policy to promote electric vehicles (EVs) to create a
pollution-free environment. During an interaction with

Orissa POST, Abinash Samal, Managing
Director of Tata Motors (Commercial Vehicle
Division), MG Motors, Jaguar and Land Rover,
shared his views on the impact of the pandemic, 

benefits of the policy and the future of EVs. Excerpts... 

n How has the pandemic affected
the  supply  cha in  o f  
automobiles? 

n The supply chain system has
been greatly affected due to the
pandemic – both sales and after-
sales are suffering. Logistics
have been affected adversely as
three of  our major brands are
based out of  India and there
are shortfalls every month. We
thank our customers for their
understanding and we are try-
ing to increase our efficiency and
address the shortfalls in the
coming months as things nor-
malize. 

n Your  take  on  the  new 
Scrappage Policy? 

n We welcome the government’s
initiative to clear our roads of
the unfit for road vehicles which
is part of  the new Scrappage
Policy. We believe that the mod-
ern cars and engines today are
much more efficient and envi-
ronment-friendly having 20
years of  ageing. Also, this is an
organised method to ensure
safe recycling of  hazardous
wastes. 

n How do you see the 
future of EVs? 

n As we often say in
our team “The fu-
ture is exciting,
the future is elec-
tric”. The way

ahead for automobiles in a clean
and efficient future is the elec-
tric way out. Our brands Jaguar
and Morris Garages have both
launched all electric battery ve-
hicles in their product lineup.
Both the vehicles boast of  400
plus kms of  travel on a single
charge with features equal to any
ICE (Internal Combustion
Engine) car that is available by
any leading automobile man-
ufacturer in the market. 

n Launching EVs and sustaining the
ownership of an EV are two 
separate challenges today, 
aren’t they? 

n Not really. Because, with each
passing day, we see the Central
government and state govern-
ments are rolling out new
schemes for EVs. This is en-
couraging and it shows the se-
riousness of  EV and its im-
portance for a cleaner and
efficient future. We are cur-
rently identifying locations
within Odisha and the twin
cities of  Bhubaneswar &
Cuttack to set up EV charging
terminals. With states like UP,
Goa and NCR waiving off  reg-
istration charges for new EVs,
we expect similar steps from
Odisha government to promote
the EVs. 

n Special roadmap for 2021 

n What 2020 has taught us is to stay
prepared for adverse situations.

We have kept the challenges
of  the pandemic on the
back foot and are looking
ahead with positivity
and optimism towards
the New Year. We have
consistently maintained
a top position in the

SUV market in the
higher relevant seg-

ment and will
continue to

strive to keep
the leader-
ship and
our valu-
able cus-
tomers
happy.

EV IS WAY OUT TO CREATE CLEAN 
& EFFICIENT FUTURE: SAMAL

Ruchi is a household brand for last 45 years. The
brand has garnered love and trust for its 

uncompromised product quality. During an 
interaction with Orissa POST, Managing

Director of Ruchi Foodline, Sarat Kumar Sahoo,
also known as the Masala King of Odisha, spoke

about the mantra of success. Excerpts…

Cuttack: Purighat police Sunday
claimed to have arrested two
persons on charges of duping a
man of a gold bar weighing around
800 grams here March 11.
The police have seized a gold bar
from accused Jitendra Sahu, 25, of
Jajpur and Rajkishore Sahu, 40, of
Bhadrak, said ACP Shubhanarayan
Muduli.  The market value of the
seized gold bar would be around Rs
37 lakh, added the ACP. According to
police, the accused duo had
promised to provide 1.2 kg of gold
jewellery to the complainant,
Santosh Kumar Rana, of Remuna in
Balasore in exchange of the gold
bar. Upon his arrival in Cuttack, the
complainant was taken to a
hallmarking centre at Choudhury
Bazar for testing of the gold bar. The
accused duo had fled with the gold
bar from the hallmarking centre and
remained incommunicado.

2 held for duping
man of gold bar

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 14: The im-
ages of  skeletal remains of  a woman
found inside a seized vehicle at
Janla police outpost under Jatni
police limits in Bhubaneswar have
been sent to Hyderabad for skull
mapping. 

Addressing the media here
Sunday,  twin city Police
Commissioner Saumendra
Priyadarshi said, “The human skele-
ton images have been sent to
Hyderabad for skull mapping ex-
amination and the report is
awaited.”  The experts of  a soft-
ware company in Bangalore will re-
construct the face of  the lady using
artificial intelligence for identifi-
cation of  the lady. 

The death of  the woman is still
shrouded in mystery and an un-
natural death case has been regis-
tered in this regard. Inspector In-
Charge of  Mahila police station,
Banita Moharana, has been as-

signed to probe the incident and
find out the cause of  the death. The
IIC has already started an investi-
gation into the matter.  Priyadarshi
also informed the media that police
have expedited the process to as-
certain the identity of  the deceased. 

While answering to queries by
media persons over the recovery of
a torn-up love letter from the spot

and reports regarding rape angle,
Priyadarshi said that he had come
across all the reports in media and that
the police are looking into all the an-
gles of  the case. He also said that po-
lice are pursuing the case seriously. 

Priyadarshi claimed that autopsy
of  the skeleton was carried out by
a team of  doctors at AIIMS-
Bhubaneswar. The report revealed

that the deceased was suffering
from tuberculosis and she died a nat-
ural death.  On the suspension of
Janla police outpost in-charge, the
Police Commissioner said, “Since
the incident occurred on the outpost
campus and an investigation was
underway, departmental action was
taken against him for dereliction of
duty a few days before.”

The officer-in-charge (OIC),
Satyabrata Grahacharya, of  Janla out-
post was suspended for dereliction
of  duty recently after the skeleton was
found inside the vehicle. Rambha
police in Ganjam had seized cannabis
from the vehicle at a place under
Janla police limits in 2019. The cops
had followed the vehicle all the way
from Ganjam to Bhubaneswar and
seized the contraband. Later, the ve-
hicle was taken to Janla police sta-
tion. February 12, 2021, Rambha po-
lice reached Janla outpost along
with the owner of  the vehicle to re-
lease the vehicle spotted the skeleton
inside the vehicle.

Images of woman’s skeleton sent for skull mapping

IIC of Mahila police station,
Banita Moharana, has been

assigned to probe the incident and
find out the cause of the death

Police Commissioner
Saumendra Priyadarshi says

police are looking into all the
angles of the case and pursuing
the case seriously

BODY AT JANLA OUTPOST

POST-MORTEM REPORT REVEALS THAT THE DECEASED WAS SUFFERING
FROM TUBERCULOSIS AND SHE DIED A NATURAL DEATH

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khurda, March 14: After Similipal
and Kuldiha forests, a major fire
broke out at Barunei forests here
Sunday. 

Forest department sources said
two fire points were found at
Barunei forests Sunday and the
flames were doused after several
hours of  efforts by the fire brigade
personnel.

According to sources, some locals
spotted fire near Gadakhurda in
Barunei forests around the noon.
On being informed, fire brigade
personnel rushed to the spot and
tried to douse the blaze. 

“It is suspected that some mis-
creants might have set the forest
on fire. Several trees and plants
have been gutted. Our personnel
took around three hours to douse the
flames,” said Sarat Chandra Mallick,
a fire brigade official.  Similarly,
fire was also spotted inside Barunei
forests near Podapada village of
Jatni block. Around 15 fire brigade
personnel and two fire engines were
deployed to contain the inferno. 

“The exact cause of  the forest
fire is yet to be ascertained. An
acre of  Barunei forests was gut-
ted. Several wild animals might
have been killed in the raging wild
fire,” said a source in the fire brigade

department.
Khurda forest ranger Asit Mishra

said Forest department officials
have been put on high alert to deal
with the situation. “The situation
is under control now. Our officials
are inspecting various vulnerable
points in the forests,” he added.

K h u rd a  C o l l e c t o r  S a n at
Mohanty also discussed the issue
with the Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO) and stressed on coordi-
nated effort to check similar in-
cidents in future.      

After Similipal, Barunei
forests catch fire

An acre of Barunei
forests was gutted while
several wild animals are
feared killed in the 
raging fire, said sources

Bhubaneswar: The Forest de-
partment Sunday said that it is
ready to tackle the forest fire in
the ongoing summer.

A media statement released
Sunday from the office of  the
Principal Conservator of  Forests
(PCCF) said, “Considering that the
major fire season is still left and fire
activity increases with the rise in
the temperature after the onset of
summer, the field officials have
been directed to be on full alert
and vigil to prevent any prolifera-
tion of  fire in their areas.”

The department said that the
Regional Conservator of  Forests and
District Forest Officers have been
asked to remain alert and work
with the local communities and
other Panchayati Raj Institutions
to tackle any threat of  forest fire. 

“The monitoring of  fire fight-

ing efforts of  field officials, in-
cluding night patrolling is being
monitored 24x7 by the PCCF of-
fice. The field officials upto beat
guard has been directed to imme-
diately attend to the real time satel-
lite based forest fire alert points
received from FSI, Dehradun and
douse and upload the photos of  the
attended forest fire point,” the
PCCF office said in a statement. 

The department said that the
eight ODRAF teams with 25 mem-
bers along with Fire Officials are
being actively engaged in dousing
forest fire along with forest staff.

It said the Central team, after
their Similipal and Kuldiha WL
sanctuary visit, Sunday visited
Chandaka Wild Life Sanctuary
along the field officials and inter-
acted with the government offi-
cials on the issues. 

Strict vigil on wild fire this summer: Govt

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 14: A
Standing Committee report on
General Administration and Public
Grievances department submit-
ted before the Assembly claimed
that the government received
around Rs 501 crore as assistance
for restoration works post Fani, the
cyclone that hit Odisha coast in
May 2019.

The report claimed that some of
the funds were spent on the restora-
tion activities till December 2020
while unutilized money is still
available for the related works.

“Donation to the tune of  Rs
501,45,96,239 has been received
from individuals, public and pri-
vate organisations, banks and
other state governments towards
repair and restoration of  infra-
structure and others, damaged by
the cyclone Fani,” the report said.

It also added, “During the last
financial year 2019-20, a sum of
Rs 132,35,25,375 was spent towards
various restoration and rehabili-
tation activities.”

The department in the report
also said that the state also re-
ceived good number of  donations
to the tune of  Rs 862 crore for
COVID 19 management.

“Donation to the tune of  Rs
862,90,12,570 has been received
from individuals, Public and
Private organizations towards
management of  Covid-19,” the re-
port said.

It also added, “Out of  the said
amount a sum of  Rs 587,90,37,963
has been spent for the purpose
during the current financial year
2020-21 up to December 2020).”

GOVT GOT `501CR AS
DONATIONS FOR FANI

LI projects hit by Covid
Bhubaneswar: A Water Resources
department Standing Committee
report said that the Community Lift
Irrigation Projects (CLIPs) suffered a
setback in 2020 owing to Covid-19
pandemic. “During the current finan-
cial year (2020-21) till January 2021,
573 CLIPs have been completed and
handed over to Pani Panchayats
against the completion target of
1,250 CLIPs,” it said. “Since inception
of this scheme, 15,655 CLIPs have
been completed so far and addition-
al irrigation potential of approxi-
mately 341.72 thousand hectares has
been created.”
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 14: A day
after a 14-year-old boy drowned in
Kuakhai river, one more minor
Sunday met the watery grave while
swimming in the river on the out-
skirts of  Capital city. 

The deceased has been identi-
f ied as  Nikhil  Jena of
Rameswarpatna in Lingaraj area
of  the city.  

Nikhil had gone to take bath in
the river along with his father
Kanan Jena. Nikhil slipped into
deep waters of  the river while his
father was answering nature’s call.
Later, fire services personnel res-
cued the boy and shifted him to
Capital hospital where the doctors
declared him brought dead.

Notably, a 14-year-old boy,
Maheswar Prusty drowned Saturday
while taking bath in the river near
Bankuala, the same spot where
Nikhil met the watery grave.  

Maheswar was the only son of
Sridhar Prusty hailing from
Balianta area. The incident oc-
curred in the morning when
Maheswar along with three of  his
friends had gone to have a bath in
the river. Maheswar, who was swim-

ming along with his friends, was
drifted deep into the waters Saturday. 

Meanwhile, locals alleged that
the place has turned into a death trap
for the persons taking bath due to
rampant extraction of  sand from
Kuakhai river bed in blatant vio-
lation of  rules. The uneven dig-
ging of  river bed by using huge
JCB machines has made deep
trenches at many places along the

river putting the life of  the locals
at a great risk. On the other hand,
as per rules the miners can only use
human labour to extract sand of
specific quantity as allowed by the
authorities. 

Despite the brazen and limitless
extraction with huge machinery,
the authorities are yet to take any
step against the sand mafia, re-
portedly out of  fear. 

TWO MINORS MEET WATERY GRAVE IN 24 HRS

Illegal sand mining blamed
as Kuakhai turns deathtrap 

NIKHIL HAD GONE TO TAKE BATH
IN THE RIVER ALONG WITH HIS

FATHER KANAN JENA

NIKHIL SLIPPED INTO DEEP WATERS
OF THE RIVER WHILE HIS FATHER WAS

ANSWERING NATURE’S CALL

LOCALS ALLEGED THAT THE PLACE HAS TURNED INTO A DEATH TRAP FOR
THE PERSONS TAKING BATH DUE TO RAMPANT EXTRACTION OF SAND

FROM KUAKHAI RIVER BED IN BLATANT VIOLATION OF RULES 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 14:Impressed
with their success by overcoming all
odds, a US-based foundation has
come forward to finance the MBBS
studies of  five poor students of
Odisha, who are products of  'Zindagi'
programme run by a non- govern-
ment organisation here, in medical
colleges in the state.

The scholarship for the five-year
MBBS course was awarded by
Califor nia 's  ‘Saloni  Hear t
Foundation’ to the five students
who had cracked NEET exam in
2020 and secured admission in med-
ical colleges of  Odisha. The stu-
dents were felicitated on a virtual
platform attended by leading med-
ical professionals of  the US and
founder of  the ‘Zindagi Foundation’
Ajay Bahadur Singh on late
Saturday evening.

The US-based group will also
connect these budding doctors with
America's leading paediatric car-
diologists and paediatric cardio-
thoracic surgeons through the men-
toring programme.

The Bhubaneswar-based Zindagi

Foundation provides coaching, food,
lodging and study material, free of
cost, to medical aspirants from poor
financial backgrounds.

All 19 students of  the organisa-
tion have successfully qualified for
NEET 2020 and many of  them have
got admission into prestigious med-
ical colleges. The ‘Saloni Heart
Foundation’ began the programme
last year by financing studies of
Krishna Mohanty, a poor father-
less girl from Odisha. Those se-
lected in the current year are
Kshirodini Sahoo, Subhendu Parida,
Debashish Biswal, Mrutyunjaya
Tripathy and Brutti Sundar Behera.

Hailing from disadvantaged back-
grounds, the selected students are
children of  landless farmers, daily

labourers, vegetable sellers, road-
side vendors, with most of  the fam-
ilies hardly getting two square
meals a day. Despite the challenges,
these five students performed ex-
cellently in NEET 2020 and secured
seats in prestigious government
medical colleges of  the coastal state.

Fourteen students of  Zindagi
Foundation had cracked the med-
ical entrance test in 2018 and 12 of
them had got admitted to govern-
ment medical institutions in Odisha.

Speaking at the event, Singh said,
“These students come from very
poor background and their families
barely manage to have proper meals
every day. We provide them all fa-
cilities free of  cost and help them
realise their dream of  becoming

doctors. “We approached some
groups like Saloni Heart Foundation
who have taken the responsibility
to cover expenses for their studies,
food and hostel accomodation dur-
ing the entire five-year MBBS
course,” he said.

The scholarship amount is trans-
ferred to the bank accounts of  the stu-
dents directly to ensure complete
transparency, he said. Saloni Heart
Foundation was started by Milli and
Himanshu Seth after the death of
their daughter Saloni due to a heart
ailment at the age of  13 in 2018.

Saloni had a history of  congen-
ital heart disease and wanted to
become a cardio-thoracic surgeon.

Himanshu Seth said, “Saloni had
aspired to become a doctor, but un-
fortunately left us at an early age.
By financing MBBS studies of  these
poor students we want to see a
Saloni in them.” The felicitation
ceremony was also attended by
world renowned doctors Dr V M
Reddy,  P Venugopal,  Padma
Bhushan awardee, ex-director and
Head of  Cardiothoracic and
Vascular Surgery, AIIMS and Ketan
Patel, Managing Director HP India.

US group sponsors MBBS studies of poor students
All 19 students of the organisation
have successfully qualified for NEET
2020 and many of them have got
admission into prestigious medical
colleges

The US-based group will also connect
these budding doctors with America's
leading paediatric cardiologists and
paediatric cardiothoracic surgeons
through the mentoring programme

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 14: Nearly
13 years after the sensational mur-
der of  music director Sumanta
Mohanty  here,  the
Commissionerate Police Sunday
ar rested  another  accused,
Bikramaditya Jena, a resident of
Bomikhal area. Jena had been on
the run since the crime in 2008. 

The body of  35-year-old Sumanta
was found stuffed inside the trunk
of  a Maruti car from a ditch on
Chakeisiani-Palasuni road in
Mancheswar area here October 10,

2008. When the body was recov-
ered, it was found naked with full
of  deep cuts and was wrapped in a
bed sheet. 

The police had then arrested
prime accused Manas Ranjan
Bedanta alias Sagar,  Sushil
Samantray,  Sunil  Jena and
Subhakant Jena alias Bipin October
11, 2008.

Commissioner of  Police
Saumendra Priyadarshi briefed
journalists about the development
at a press meet here Sunday. 

Informing about the arrest, he
said, “The Commissionerate Police
has formed a special squad to arrest
such criminals who have been ab-
sconding since committing crimes.
Jena had absconded to Pune after
committing the crime and was
working as a gym trainer there.
Our special squad had been keep-
ing a close watch on his movement.
He had recently visited Odisha and
the special squad arrested him from
a location in Mancheswar area.” 

According to the police, Manas
and Sumanta were students of  Utkal
Sangeeta Mahavidyalaya in 2001.
One day, Sumanta objected to Manas
passing lewd comments at girl stu-
dents. Enraged at this, Manas at-

tacked Sumanta with a knife. 
Following this, Manas was ar-

rested and simultaneously rusti-
cated from the institution. He be-
grudged Sumanta as he held him
responsible for spoiling his career. 

By 2008, Sumanta had already
earned a name as a music director
in Odia film industry. He had also
scored music for Geeta Govinda, a
project of  a senior IAS officer. 

Subsequently, Manas contacted
Sumanta who was in Delhi then
and informed that he had planned
a musical programme October 12,
2008. He requested Sumanta to come
to the house of  Bikramditya at Jena
Sahi in Bomikhal for the finaliza-
tion of  the programme.  

On October 9, 2008, Sumanta
reached Bikramaditya’s residence
where he was murdered by the ac-
cused persons. After committing
the crime, the miscreants wrapped
his body in a bed sheet, placed it in
the trunk of  his car, drove it up to
Palasuni and from there pushed it
into the canal. 

Apart from the body, the police
also recovered a dagger, a country-
made pistol, two rings and a gold
chain which the deceased was wear-
ing and his cell phone.

MUSIC COMPOSER SUMANTA’S MURDER

Fugitive Bikramaditya held after 13 yrs 
THE BODY SUMANTA WAS FOUND
STUFFED INSIDE THE TRUNK OF A
MARUTI CAR FROM A DITCH ON

CHAKEISIANI-PALASUNI ROAD IN
MANCHESWAR AREA HERE 

OCT 10, 2008

THE POLICE HAD THEN ARRESTED
PRIME ACCUSED MANAS RANJAN
BEDANTA ALIAS SAGAR, SUSHIL
SAMANTRAY, SUNIL JENA AND
SUBHAKANT JENA ALIAS BIPIN

OCTOBER 11, 2008

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 14: A
Standing Committee Report sub-
mitted before the Odisha Assembly
claimed that Covid-19 pandemic
had given a major jolt to the tourism
industry in the state.

The report cited the data on the
visit of  domestic and foreign tourists
to the state in the last five years. It
claimed that in financial year (FY)
2020-21 (up to December 20), the
tourist footfall in the state saw a neg-
ative growth, affecting the revenue
generation.

According to the report, arrival
of  tourists from all categories wit-
nessed negative growth. The de-
partment in 2019-20 had seen a total
of  around 90 lakh tourists from
within the state which came down
to 4.89 lakh in 2020-21.

Similarly, the state saw around
60 lakh tourists from outside Odisha
in 2019-20. The footfall dipped to 3
lakh in 2020-21 registering a nega-
tive growth of  -94.57 per cent on ac-
count of  domestic tourist arrival.

When it comes to foreign tourist
arrivals, the number dipped from
around 1 lakh in 2019-20 to 103 in
2020-21, indicating a negative growth
of  -99.99 per cent. 

As per the report, the govern-
ment has allocated Rs 48,508 lakh
for development to tourism in the
state for FY 2021-22. The depart-
ment has planned to complete the
ongoing projects as well as start
new projects to boost tourism in the
state. The report claimed that in the
next fiscal, the thrust would be on
projecting Odisha in the domestic
as well as the overseas market as
a favored tourist destination through
appropriate publicity and mar-
keting which would include launch-
ing of  special campaigns. 

It also plans to create a conducive
environment for attracting private sec-
tor investments in a big way through
sustainable policy initiatives.

Covid gave body blow
to tourism: Report

The state saw around 60 lakh
tourists from outside Odisha in

2019-20

The footfall dipped to 3 lakh in
2020-21 registering a negative
growth of -94.57 per cent on

account of domestic tourist arrival

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, March 14: The
Mahanadi Water Disputes Tribunal
has asked Odisha and Chhattisgarh
governments to submit a list of
witnesses to be examined by the
tribunal in order to resolve the is-
sues related to sharing of  Mahanadi
water.

A three-judge bench of  the tri-
bunal headed by Supreme Court
judge Justice AM Khanwilkar and

comprising Justices Indermeet
Kaur and Ravi Ranjan also granted
more time to  Odisha and
Chhattisgarh to explore the possi-
bilities of  amicable solution in
terms of  the interim relief  sought
by Odisha. The tribunal posted the
matter for hearing to April 10.

Odisha had March 12 written to
the Registrar of  the tribunal seek-
ing more time for settlement of
the issue. Odisha wrote in the let-
ter that both states have been ne-

gotiating on the interim 
arrangement. 

“Chhattisgarh has conveyed its
methodology for sharing non-mon-
soon flows. The state of  Odisha, in
its response, has suggested changes
in data to be considered in esti-
mating the non-monsoon flows,”
Odisha submitted in the letter.

Significantly, the pleading in in-
terim application filed by Odisha
was completed in 2019 and the tri-
bunal had reserved the order.

Mahanadi row: Tribunal seeks list of witnessesBhubaneswar: A two day seminar-cum
workshop on Human-Elephant Conflict
was organised by ‘Save Elephant
Foundation Trust’ here Sunday. In the
workshop, members of the trust shared
their experience in management of
human-elephant conflicts in Khuntuni
under Athagrah Forest division through
its village level volunteers ‘Hathi Sathi’.
Some villagers and frontline forest
staffers from acute elephant depreda-
tion areas of Dhenkanal and Khurda
forest division also attended the work-
shop. The trust, which was felicitated
with ‘Biju Patnaik Wildlife Award’ in
2020 for its praiseworthy performance
in the field of wildlife conservation, had
taken up the pilot project three years
back in Khuntuni area, a human-ele-
phant conflict hotspot at that time. 

Seminar held on
man-animal conflict

ACCUSED JENA HAD
ABSCONDED TO

PUNE WHERE HE
WAS WORKING AS
A GYM TRAINER. A

CP SQUAD HAD
BEEN KEEPING A

CLOSE WATCH ON
HIS MOVEMENT

STRAY CATTLE MENACE

Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation workers transporting two stray bulls to a kine house, Sunday OP PHOTO

LEISURELY HOURS 

Tourists spend a hot afternoon in the Jungle Camp at Marine Drive in Puri, Sunday OP PHOTO

WASSUP TODAY
BHUBANESWAR

n Rally by All Odisha Supervisors
Association, Master Canteen
Square, 11 am

n Awareness Programme for new
recruitment, Master Canteen
Square, 11 am

n Dharna by Dalit Sevak Sangh,
Assembly front, 11 am

n Rally by Meena Bazar Association,
Master Canteen Square, 12.30 pm

n Seminar at Utkal Sambadik Bhawan,
5 pm

n Inauguration of Krushi Odisha, Biju
Patnaik Playground, Baramunda,
5.30 pm

n Inauguration of Gandhi Shilpa
Bazar, Idco Exhibition Ground, 6.30
pm

n Drama Festival, Bhanjakala Mandap,
6.45 pm

BALIANTA
n Badipala, Shaleswar, 7 pm

PURI
n Demo by Farmers’ outfits, Collector

office, 12 noon

Guv releases book
on Indian economy
Bhubaneswar: Governor Ganeshi Lal
launched a book ‘Turn Around India-
2020’ authored by RP Gupta in the
presence of Assembly Speaker Surjya
Narayan Patro and a host of dignitaries
including legislators and bureaucrats
at Raj Bhawan here, Sunday. The book
explores a realistic and possible option
for reviving Indian economy while cre-
ating new jobs and enlarging public
income. It also suggests structural
reforms such as fiscal and monetary
stimuli to overcome economic crisis
following the pandemic. Speaking on
the occasion, the Governor said, “I con-
gratulate Gupta on the launch of this
wonderful book on Indian Economy.
India can achieve the double digit
growth as it has a high savings rate
and a huge young population, adding
that the economy needs to be revived.”
He would not pass his judgment on the
book as it was for the readers to
decide but praised its logical writing.

Programmes/announcements 
for wassup today may be sent to
downtown@orissapost.com for

record, it must also carry the
sender’s mobile number for our 

verification, but not for publication.
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Telkoi,March 14: A woman with
a silver bowl full of  cooked rice is
often seen wandering alone in the
jungle near Purusottampur village
in Telkoi area of  Keonjhar district
for last the five days. As she roams
around in the jungle, she can be
heard calling in an affection-laced
voice someone having the name
‘Dhudu'. After some time, she re-
turns home, with a sign of  de-
spondency writ large on her face.
Her story has all essential ingre-
dients required for making a movie. 

Kuntala Kumari Penthei lives
in Purusottampur village. She
would frequent the nearby jungle
under Bimala forest beat. Kuntala
still remembers the day when a
strange thing happened to her two
years ago. Like any other day, she
had gone to the jungle to collect

firewood. There she came across a
baby boar roaming aimlessly.
Assuming the shoat might have
got separated from the herd and

fearing harm to the animal, she
took it to her house. 

Kuntala looked after the animal
with great care. Over the years,

Kuntala developed an emotional
bond with the boar. She would call
it ‘Dhudu’. Whenever she would
call ‘Dhudu’, the boar wherever it
might be would come running to her. 

But the man-animal friendship
did not last long. Getting a com-
plaint from the people, some forest
department officials reached her
house March 8 and took both
Kuntala and the boar to the Telkoi
head office. 

There they briefed Kuntala about
the punishment laid out in the Act
for keeping wild animals as pet.
Thereafter, they made arrange-
ment for Kuntala to reach her vil-
lage and released the boar in
Kamalanga forest near Telkoi. 

Kuntala has since been visiting
the jungle with cooked rice with the
hope that her ‘Dhudu’ would re-
turn to her. But till date her cries
have fallen on deaf  ears only. 

Kuntala continues search for her elusive ‘Dhudhu’
HUMAN-ANIMAL
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FOREST PROTECTION

Even as fires are raging in various parts of Athamallik and Kishorenagar blocks in Angul district, the forest department creates public awareness on 
protection of forests with help of pala artistes, Sunday OP PHOTO   

POST NEWS NETWORK

Joda/Keonjhar, March 14: Amid
allegations of  illegal mineral min-
ing, transportation and trade, the
forest department has got its act
together again. It has busted an-
other racket involved in mineral
trafficking in Keonjhar Saturday
night.  

According to the forest depart-
ment sources, following directive
from DFO Sayam Mallick, forest
officials from Keonjhar, Champua
and Barbil ranges seized three hyva
trucks, an excavator complicit in
mineral shifting and trade in
Nayagad area. Three people in-
volved in illegal mineral trade were
arrested and are being interrogated
about the involvement of  others
in the racket. 

It was learnt that the three had
illegally extracted iron ore from

forest areas with the excavator.  
Reliable sources said that this

group was bringing and extract-
ing iron ore from various forests and
stocking it at Nayagad area. Then
they were transporting the iron
ore to other localities. 

It has been alleged that illegal
trade of  iron ore has been rampant
in Joda and Barbil areas. In the

last one year, the forest department
has detected many such cases in the
district. 

Various quarters have blamed
the lethargy of  the mines and po-
lice department. Such mineral loot
has been happening despite for-
mation of  a district-level and a
state-level task force of  the mines
department.

When asked about it, Joint
Director of  the Mines department
Salil Behera said that he was not
aware of  the seizure and sought to
know where it has happened.     

It may be noted here that towards
last week of  January this year, a
team of  forest officials had seized
a heavy vehicle carrying huge quan-
tities of  illegally mined manganese
from Nayag ad forest  under
Champua range. 

Moreover, forest officials from
Champua, Joda, Balibandh and
Bamebari areas while conducting
night patrolling in the night of
January 12 had caught a truck with
35 tonne of  high grade iron ore. 

Before that, some local youths
had spotted piles of  manganese in
a bushy area in Joda police station. 

The illegally mined manganese
weighing over 10 tonne was cov-
ered under palm leaves amid bushes. 

Forest officials bust mineral-trading racket 
DURING A RAID, THREE HYVA TRUCKS, EXCAVATOR SEIZED; THREE ARRESTED

Money minted from
MGNREGS mess-up

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, March 14: The govern-
ment has laid stress on effective
execution of  projects under the
rural job scheme like the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) so as to ensure jobs
to poor rural populace. But mas-
sive irregularities have allegedly
defeated the purpose of  the MGN-
REGS in many cases in Jajpur dis-
trict, a report said.

According to the report, lack
of  monitoring and slow pace of
investigation in the cases of  ir-
regularities has allegedly en-
couraged contractors to mess
up the projects and mint money.
In most cases, machines are used
while wages of  job card holders
are misappropriated in names of
forged job card holders. 

Even in some cases, funds
have been sanctioned twice for
one project. An MGNREGS proj-
ect being executed in Tarakote
and Dhaneswar panchayats
under Korei block is such in-
stance.

In 2018-19, Rs 2 lakh of  Fourth
Finance Commission has been
sanctioned for desiltation of  Hata
Gadia pond (under MGNREGS)

in Tarakote panhchayat. A plaque
having such details is set up at
the pond. Its work is being done
by machines.

Surprisingly, another plaque
has been set up near it. The
plaque says, Rs 3 lakh has been
sanctioned for the same project
under MGNREGS in 2018-19. It
also claims that job card holders
are being paid Rs 303 per day.
But there is mention of  its date
of  start and deadline, project
code. Even people do not know
from where the fund Rs 3 lakah
has been sanctioned. It was al-
leged that influential people of  the
panchayat are involved in the
scam. Another scam was re-
ported from Sanaputuli in
Dhaneswar panchayat. Rs 3 lakh
has been sanctioned for planta-
tion around a playground in
2020-21. The fund has been mis-
appropriated without any plan-
tation, local alleged. 

Many local organizations al-
leged that people and officials
were involved in these irregu-
larities from top to bottom and
from file moving to making bills. 

This correspondent tried to
contact BDO Sweta Snighdha
on her cell phone, but she did
not pick up the call.  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, March 14: The
Mahanadi and Brahmani river sys-
tems going dry ahead of  the summer
season has sparked concern over a
looming water crisis in this district
and in the Bhitarkanika National
Park, a report said. The water sources
generally originate from hills, hill-
ranges and mountains.

Reports said, the construction
of  a barrage in Baitarani river
might prove costly for the district.
The Bhitarkanika Wildlife
Sanctuary has been deprived of
adequate water with the tributar-
ies of  Mahanadi and Brahmani
river going dry before the start of
the summer season. It is appre-
hended that the water crisis might
acquire a serious turn if  urgent
steps are not taken. The construc-
tion of  various projects on the up-
stream of  the river has left the res-
idents worrying. 

Reports said that over seven trib-
utaries under Mahanadi, Brahmani

and Baitarani river systems flows
through the district.  The river
water is used for drinking purpose
and also for agriculture. The fresh
water of  the rivers also flows into
Bhitarkanika and protects its eco-
system. However, lack of  effective
management of  the river systems
has led to the crisis.  Educationists
Bhuban Mohan Jena, senior citizen
Ganesh Chandra Samal, social ac-
tivists Sanjay Kumar Behura,
Khitish Kumar Singh, Srikant
Nayak apprehend that water will be-
come costlier in the next three
decades if  urgent steps are not
taken to address the Mahanadi
water dispute between the Odisha
government and Chhattisgarh 
government.

Kendrapara district which is at
the downstream will bear the max-
imum brunt. The residents will
need 3,000 cubic metre of  excess
water than the amount that will
be flowing in Brahmani river in
the next three decades. The water
crisis will also affect the proposed

steel plant and the state’s first river-
ine port project in the district.

Similarly, water flow from
Baitarani to Bhitarkanika will be
reduced after the proposed barrage
on the river in Jajpur is completed.
The construction of  the Rengali
project on the upstream of  the
Brahmani river will help in pro-
viding irrigation facilities to agri-
culture. 

Similarly, over 10 industrial plants
in Kalinganagar takes 110 cusecs of
water from Brahmani and
Kharasrota rivers. IDCO has con-
structed a high power pump house
on the Brahmani river bank at
Pankapal to lift the river water.
Similarly, water of  Kharasrota,
which is a tributary of  Brahmani
is supplied to industrial plants in
Marthapur. 

The Odisha government has
sanctioned drinking water proj-
ects  on the Brahmani and
Kharasrota rivers for supply to 280
villages under Binjharpur, Jajpur,
Korei and Rasulpur blocks.
Moreover, construction of  a drink-
ing water project in Kharasrota
river at Barundiha under Rajkanika
block for supply of  drinking water
to four blocks in Bhadrak district
might result in severe water 
crisis in future. 

The groundwater level is also at
an alarming stage. This has been
found during a survey by the Central
Ground Water Board in 2017. All
these taken together this will dras-
tically reduce the water flow to the
district and result in severe water
crisis in future.            

Severe water crisis looms large in
Mahanadi, Brahmani river systems

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhadrak, March 14: Illegal prawn
farming is allegedly taking a heavy
toll on the farming and environment in
Chandbali area of  Bhadrak district, a
report said. 

Acres of  farmlands are being used
for prawn farming while water being
released from fish ponds is affecting the
fertility of  the land in the areas like
Aradi, Nuagaon and Jashipur pan-
chayats, locals alleged. 

Hundreds of  people from these pan-
chayats recently met the Collector and
submitted a memorandum in this 
regard. In the memorandum, they
pointed out that the toxic water of  the
farm ponds in Pahana area is con-
taminating the water of  Shivaganga,
the pond of  Lord Akhandalamani.

Though locals have apprised the
tehsil authorities of  the problem posed
by the prawn farming, no step is being
taken to remove the prawn enclosures.

Locals have demanded that the ad-
ministration should halt prawn farm-
ing in Chandbali area. 

ADM Arun Kumar Das assured that
steps will be taken in this direction.

Notably, hundreds of  farmers, upset
over growing prawn farming, walked
55 km from Chandbali to the district
headquarters February 28. They al-
leged that due to prawn farming, agri-
culture in the area is being affected.            

POST NEWS NETWORK

Malkangiri,March 14:Security
personnel busted a Maoist den
in Swabhiman Anchal – for-
merly known as cut-off  area –
in Malkangiri district follow-
ing an exchange of  fire Sunday.
Acting on a tip-off, a joint team
of  SOG and DVF jawans went
into Pipalapadar jungle and
car ried out  a  combing 
operation. 

Seeing the jawans marching
towards them, Maoists opened
fire from their hideout. In re-
taliation, the jawans too fired
back at the ultras. The exchange
of  fire continued till the red
rebels abandoned their posi-
tion. Subsequently, the jawans
raided the hideout and seized a
huge cache of  explosives and
Maoist literature. According to
latest reports, the combing op-
eration is continuing in the jun-

gle. Notably, a BSF jawan was
wounded February 21 after a
landmine planted by the Maoists
went off  at Kartanpalli under
Mathili  police l imits  in
Malkangiri. One day later, the
security forces recovered three
improvised explosive devices
(IEDs) and some other materi-
als during an anti-Naxal oper-
ation near the Gopinathguda-
Kadalibandha village axis in
Malkangiri.

Maoist den busted after gunfight in Malkangiri 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kantabanji/Boudh, March 14:
Fires were reported from 68 places
in various reserve forests under
Kantabanji range of  Bolangir dis-
trict. The forest department has
been making all-out efforts to douse
the blaze, but their efforts are fail-
ing to make a dent. 

The forest department has formed
five squads including fire team (10
members), para-protection force
(10 members) and members of  Vana
Surakhya Samitis. 

Following a directive from the
Bolangir DFO, ranger Shradhadev
Badmali ,  de puty ranger
Sadhucharan Pradhan and forester
Binod Bihari Dharua have also
joined the fire-fighting exercise in
the district. 

Reports from Boudh said, as
some people are allegedly setting
forests on fire. They are doing so as
an act of  revenge as personnel of  the
forest department had caught four
people Saturday on a charge of

their involvement in igniting the
fires. However, zilla parishad mem-
ber of  Zone-9 Abakash Sahu con-
demned the incident and alleged that
the department is arresting inno-
cent people. Some other intellec-
tuals have demanded a thorough in-
vestigation into the cause behind
the forest fires.  Sahu informed
that fires have been raging in five
ranges in the district. However, the
department has failed to find the real
reasons behind the infernos. 

Reports from Keonukunda said
that forest officials have been try-
ing to extinguish fires in four
Balimela forest areas where scores
of  valuable trees and herbs have re-
duced to ashes.

Similarly, fires have destroyed
sal trees in Phampuni forests near
Jeypore of  Korapur district.  

Fires damage 68 spots in Bolangir
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Junagarh, March 14: The long-
standing problem over erratic
power supply to Dashapur village
under Golamunda block in
Kalahandi district was resolved
after the village got connected
with a 132/33 KV grid at Karuguda
under this block.  

Energy Minister Dibya Shankar
Mishra switched on a new feeder
of  Karuguda grid and resumed
the power supply to the village. The
move will help provide constant
power supply to over 8000 con-
sumers in the village. 

Earlier, the villagers were get-
ting power supply from a 33-KV
feeder at Dharmagarh which often
resulted in load shedding and
other problems. Apprised about
the problem, the energy minister
made efforts following which
power supply was available to
the village from the new feeder of
Karuguda grid.  

OPTCL, DGM SK Mohanta, ex-
ecutive engineer Lokanath Dash,
head operation Sumit Ghosh, SE
Dhananjaya Rana, Junagarh SDO
Manoj Pattnaik his Dharmagarh
counterpart Bhagaban Sahu,
Dinesh Bagarti, political secre-
tary to the energy minister, former
NAC chairman Mahesh Sahu were
present at the function. 

Power supply to
Dashapur resumes
from Karuguda grid

Farmers sore over 
illegal prawn 
farming, seek action

n Kuntala  had gone to the 
jungle to collect firewood
when she came across a baby
boar roaming aimlessly

n Kuntala looked after the 
animal with great care. Over
the years, Kuntala developed
an emotional bond with the
boar. She would call it ‘Dhudu’

n Kuntala has since been 
visiting the jungle with
cooked rice with the hope
that her ‘Dhudu’ would return
to her. But till date her cries
have fallen on deaf ears only
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power post P6

T he Quad virtual summit, attended by the heads of  states of  USA, Japan,
Australia and India for the first time 12 March, came up with a new
tactic to stop China. The four countries of  the group have pledged to

deliver a billion doses of  Covid-19 vaccine throughout the Indo-Pacific re-
gion by the end of  2022, in what is believed to be an attempt to counter
China’s influence in the region.

The Quad vaccine, as against the Chinese vaccine, is expected to allow the
group to play a role in the region that has been a major beneficiary of
Beijing’s so-called vaccine diplomacy. The promise of  the vaccine, a major
takeaway of  the summit, follows the Biden administration’s decision to
make the region and competition with China a focus of  its national secu-
rity agenda. Southeast Asia has been a major recipient of  Chinese-made vac-
cine doses in recent months, with hundreds of  thousands of  donations from
Beijing being sent to Cambodia, Laos and the Philippines. Thailand and Indonesia
have also received millions of  doses through commercial deals.

Domestic considerations in the four countries also appear to be the rea-
sons for formulating the vaccine strategy to take on China. Australia has
had a relatively low number of  cases while Japan is keen to ensure the de-
layed Olympics go ahead this year. The US has recorded more infections than
any other country, touching over 29 million cases so far. The Biden admin-
istration has now pledged US$4 billion over two years to support a WHO vac-
cination programme that Trump had refused to join.

India, being a global leader in vaccine production, will have to deal with
the pressure of  vaccinating its own citizens as well as providing for this new
load. India’s indigenous vaccine Covaxin, produced by Bharat Biotech, aims
to produce 700 million doses from its four facilities by the end of  the year.
On the other hand, the Oxford-Astra Zeneca vaccine Covishield, manufac-
tured by Serum Institute, claims to be producing over 50 million doses a month.
India has by now exported 58 million doses of  vaccines to 71 countries in Latin
America, Caribbean, Asia, Africa, UK, Canada, Brazil and Mexico. Both the
vaccines have been shipped in the form of  gifts as well as part of  commer-
cial agreements.  

The US, Japan and Australia have pledged to give at least US$600 million
to support the roll-out of  vaccines throughout the Indo-Pacific, including last-
mile vaccine delivery. The countries will also work with the WHO in its global
vaccine drive.

The leaders also discussed maritime and other issues. It must be re-
membered that India’s hope that a mighty military backing by the US,
Japan and Australia would enable it to face the Red Dragon might not be ful-
filled all that simply. The focus of  the Quad leaders’ discussion was, of
course, luring the Indo-Pacific nations away from China by offering them
vaccines. The US might offer technological support but is not in a position
to ship out doses in millions from its ports. Its domestic requirements would
be first priority. The other two nations, Japan and Australia, do not them-
selves have heavy requirement for vaccines nor can they produce big quan-
tities to gift away. 

Therefore, the onus and the burden have been put on the weak shoulders
of  India. With nearly a billion and a half  population of  its own, the vacci-
nation programme in India is moving at a snail’s pace. Lack of  political will
to deal with the internal crisis may have been due to a wrong impression of
the Union government self  created by disinformation. The intense desire
to show bravado where none is required, has resulted in setting up too tall
an order for production and delivery of  vaccines. If  India does meet the Quad
demands, it will be forced to further neglect its own citizens in a time bound
vaccination drive. On the other hand, if  it shirks away from this responsi-
bility, India could lose its importance within the Quad framework and may
receive a lukewarm response in any emergency situation that might crop
up in the future. 

Indians eventually may be the losers in this game.  

I t is exactly a decade since
President Barack Obama set
the deadline to start withdrawing

troops from Afghanistan. Even
then, Obama recalled how the 2001
Bonn conference had only “provi-
sionally” installed Hamid Karzai in
Kabul. We all know how long that
“provisional” government lasted:
15 years. For Afghanistan, dead-
lines do not matter.

Are we about to witness Obama’s
third term in foreign affairs? The
question arises because people fear
Joe Biden may have inherited some
of  his previous bosses’ instincts. No
sooner had Obama’s intention to
withdraw been announced than
qualifications were introduced:
the date of  withdrawal is not cast
in stone. Reminding us of  those
days, again there is a deadline -- May
1, for withdrawal of  the remaining
2,500 troops. True, the deadline
was set by the Trump adminis-
tration. But Zalmay Khalilzad, vet-
eran US diplomat and a Pushtoon
to boot, is being continued for the
time being. Is his earlier recom-
mendation being set aside? Will
he be shown the door soon?

Having served four Presidents
as Ambassador to Kabul, Baghdad,
UN and now trying to bring the
Taliban, Kabul, Washington on a
platform of  lasting peace, it is
Khalilzad who knows whether or not
there is light at the end of  this tun-
nel. But Secretary of  State Antony
Blinken has, in a letter, revealed a

divergent wish for Afghanistan.
He may have to replace Ashraf
Ghani with someone who the
Taliban may be less averse to. This,
Khalilzad may not like. Soon Biden
will learn that two swords cannot
be kept in the Afghan scabbard.

‘Democracy’ particularly dur-
ing the ‘sole superpower’ moment
was the cover for advancing
American strategic and economic
interests. To continue playing that
sort of  hand requires unbridled
power. It vanished for a range of  rea-
sons but in popular perception
worldwide what stayed were US
brutalities in Iraq, Syria and Libya.
The image of  America as a de-
structive power gained ground.

When Trump sought Jimmy
Carter’s advice on what to do be-
cause “China is going ahead of
US”, Carter’s response was sober-
ing: “China has not been in a con-
flict since the 1979 war with
Vietnam.” Carter added: “We have
never stopped being at war.”

A realisation of  decline may yet
set the US on the path to recovery
but in Afghanistan, as elsewhere,
a certain fear lurks: a touch of
Obama in Biden’s make-up. Gen.
Lloyd Austin elevated as Defence
Secretary, for example, was dur-
ing Obama years responsible for the
entire project of  training Syrian
‘rebels’ to fight Assad’s forces.

He did not endear himself  to the
Senate Armed Services Select
Committee who asked him tough

questions: what happened to the
men he had trained? His answer
was “three or four men are still
fighting.” The remainder walked
away with the equipment and joined
the terrorist group Jabhat al Nusra.
Google for a clip of  the classic Senate
hearing. This $500 million project
was then discontinued. Obviously,
Syria for Gen. Austin is ‘incom-
plete’ business. Little wonder, the ad-
ministration’s first military action
were air strikes on Syria albeit on
Iranian supplies to bolster Assad.
The fact that the May 1 deadline
for the withdrawal of  the remain-
ing 2,500 troops has already been
changed to some future date, points
to uncertainties ahead. 

It is nice that the US is including
India in the Afghan initiative. But
on the Afghan process, Pakistan’s
centrality has been spelt out by
everybody, including Austin. What
pleases New Delhi is Austin’s qual-
ifier: Pakistan has not completely
put an end to all its terror outfits.
India being included in the process,
significantly moved from Qatar to
Turkey, has to be seen in perspec-
tive. Pakistan has excellent relations
with Turkey, plus, there is univer-
sal acceptance of  Pakistan’s im-
portance in the process. New Delhi
has an opportunity to balance is-
sues. This, ironically, is also where
New Delhi may be seen to be plac-
ing the odd spanner in the works.

After travelling extensively in
Afghanistan some years ago, I had

written a paper for the Observer
Research Foundation in which I
had praised India’s low key diplo-
macy. This diplomacy had the ef-
fect of  conferring on India heaps of
goodwill among the Afghan people.

A country which has known con-
flict for 40 years found India’s non-
lethal, soft-touch soothing. Schools,
hospitals, technical training in-
stitutes, hospitality to the injured
by flying them to Indian hospitals
-- all of  this found way to Afghan
hearts. Visit parts of  Hauz Rani
opposite Max hospital in Saket,
and you have Afghan eating houses
complete with Chapli Kebabs, giant
size naans, and travel agents of-
fering amazing rates for Delhi-
Kabul-Delhi journey. Above all is
the magic of  Bollywood: India's
most effective soft power. After
evening prayers, every house in
Kabul is watching an Indian movie.
Whatever role Americans assign
New Delhi, nothing can compare
with the effectiveness of  India’s
“Diplomacy by Default”. Remember,
in 2011, Gen. Stanley McChrystal,
US Force Commander, had openly
complained that India’s soft diplo-
macy distracts Pakistan from being
constructive in Afghanistan. Who
knows, Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa-
Imran Khan duet may be inclined
not to complain on that count.

The writer is a senior 
commentator on political 

and diplomatic issues.  IANS

Indo-Pak pirouette on Afghan talks

KING OR CAPTIVE
T

he current scenario of
material ambitions and
show of  ostentations
driving people offers un-

ending opportunities for the mar-
ket to flourish and eventually ac-
quire a commanding position. The
market just does not suggest but
gives no option, so you buy the
products and services on the plat-
ter. The affluent, die-hard market
forces expand their coverage and
influence the corporate world and
the governments in having policies
suiting their designs. World over,
capitalist forces exploiting the
human urge to acquire ad infini-
tum are impinging not only on
our lifestyle but also the core be-
liefs, the environment as also the
ages old religious practices.

The other day, my friend hap-
pened to be in a meeting of  real es-
tate players in Delhi-NCR. The
agenda was, working on a new,
twin strategy to tide over the al-
ready dwindling property busi-
ness exacerbated by the coron-
avirus pandemic in 2020. One, to
impress and elicit the nod of  res-
idents of  up to 4-storied complexes
that a replaced multi-storied struc-
ture with more unit space, parking
and cash incentive shall be a win-
win affair; two, media may be any-
way taken into confidence to spread
the word that conversion of  ex-
isting residential complexes to
high rise complexes is the only
feasible modality to cope with bur-
geoning housing problem. In their
plan, the builder doubles the num-
ber of  floors, with ownership of  the
extra floors created, and mints
money. Once the plan is through,
imagine the possible damage to
the environment with Delhi al-
ready in seismically risk zone.

Under the guise of  treating the
customer as God, as the buzzword
goes, basic humanity towards cus-
tomers is missing. Ask for a par-
ticular brand of  detergent, cook-
ing appliance, electric fan or
whatever. Rather than informing
that desired brand is available
next shop, the shopkeeper shall
count a hundred benefits of  the

brand in his stock and demerits of
your choice. In their sheer profi-
teering pursuit, marketers have no
compunction at playing havoc
with the health of  gullible people
as witnessed in prompt caesareans
without wait that fetch huge in-
come, unwanted diagnosis and
avoidable surgeries. Recall, what
the attending doctor assesses
promptly, especially in private
hospitals when a patient ap-
proaches him: health condition
of  the patient or the quantum of
cash the party can shell out? It is
fine if  one is covered by insur-
ance, else depositing the advance
is a condition. In either case a
bunch of  papers are marked with
dotted lines to be signed – a trav-
esty of  ‘informed consent’. Where
are the choices?

The marketing people – that in-
cludes taxi and auto rickshaw
drivers just outside railway sta-
tions, hawkers on streets, agents
in wholesale markets, looking at
you as currency all try to catch you
physically compromising your
privacy and cool. You don’t want
probiotic curd, but the nearby
store has none else, again no op-
tion! In availing internet services
you have to choose either of  a cou-

ple of  devils. At times, to attract
more customers one will reduce the
tariff  or offer a new attractive
plan, soon the others shall follow
suit. As for improvement in serv-
ices the customer is back to square
root one: call dropping, no signal,
heavy congestion. You are ren-
dered a captive.

It is to secure rights to the cus-
tomer who pays that World
Consumer Rights Day is celebrated
annually on 15 March around the
world. Organised by Consumers
International, an independent
body founded in 1960, it was ini-
tiated on the inspiration of  US
President John F. Kennedy. In
India, the Consumer Protection
Act 1986 gives rights to choose the
product, protected from hazardous
goods, etc. The idea being, the cus-
tomer should know what prod-
ucts and services one actually
needs, the ingredients contained
and modalities and also whether
these are made ethically. About
40 per cent of  all plastic is used in
packaging and dumped after sin-
gle use. Over 8 million tons of  plas-
tic enters our oceans every year and
by 2050, our oceans shall have
more plastic than fish. Considering
rampant use of  plastics in our

everyday life jeopardising health
of  people globally, particularly its
carcinogenic nature, this year’s
theme of  World Consumer Rights
Day is, Tackling Plastic Pollution.
Though highly useful material in
our daily life, single-use plastic is
impacting our ecosystems, and
threatening human health. The
year’s campaign seeks to raise
awareness to adopt and promote
more sustainable practices.

Choice in products and serv-
ices, an important component of
consumerism, is replete with im-
plications; unfortunately it is choice
that is the first casualty in the
market. The foods, medicines we
take, products and services we use
in our homes and workplaces have
specific consequences. “Our per-
sonal consumer choices have eco-
logical, social and spiritual con-
sequences. It’s time to re-examine
our deeply held notions that un-
derlie our lifestyles,” said Canadian
environmental activist David
Suzuki. Apropos of  the nature of
toys flooding the children’s seg-
ment that are becoming passion for
young children, the impact of  mech-
anism of  these toys on the psyche
of  children is for anyone to see.

Unsure of  what one actually
needs, most people are obsessed
with acquiring more and more
that is well fanned by the mar-
keters. Learning to retain the es-
sentials is the key to blissful living.
Those with long-term vision ad-
vocate for adopting minimalist ap-
proach in consumerism including
the food we take; the basic premise
is, we don’t need a lot to live well.
It is often said that more people
today die of  overeating and asso-
ciated complications than starva-
tion. Acquisitions of  previous gen-
eration are a formidable problem
for most youngsters. The mini-
malist concept is also in keeping
with ancient Indian values. After
all, isn’t life a balance between
what to hold on and what to let go?

The writer is a 
blogger who writes on social,

health and self-help issues.
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World over, capitalist forces exploiting 
the human urge to acquire ad infinitum are 
impinging not only on our lifestyle but 
also the core beliefs, the environment as 
also the ages old religious practices

Vaccine Vs Vaccine
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The whole world yearns after
freedom, yet each creature is in
love with his chains; this is the
first paradox and inextricable
knot of our nature.

SRI AUROBINDO

GEOPOLITICS

UNSURE OF
WHAT ONE
ACTUALLY

NEEDS, MOST
PEOPLE ARE

OBSESSED WITH
ACQUIRING
MORE AND

MORE THAT IS
WELL FANNED

BY THE 
MARKETERS 

Harish Barthwal

WISDOM CORNER
Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is time to
pause and reflect.

MARK TWAIN

The mind is like an iceberg, it floats with one-seventh of its bulk
above water.

SIGMUND FREUD

To be without some of the things you want is an indispensable part
of happiness.

BERTRAND RUSSELL

CONSUMER

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

A COUNTRY WHICH
HAS KNOWN 

CONFLICT FOR 
40 YEARS FOUND

INDIA’S 
NON-LETHAL, 
SOFT-TOUCH 

SOOTHING

Saeed Naqvi

Need of the hour

Sir, The decision to conduct the NEET
in regional languages is a welcome move.
The test will be held in 11 languages, in-
cluding English, Hindi, Assamese,
Gujarati, Bengali, Marathi, Odia,
Kannada, Tamil, Telugu, and Urdu
through offline mode. The candidates
must choose the option of  the medium
of  question paper while filling in the ap-
plication form. The new National
Education Policy 2020 also emphasises
education in regional languages. This will
provide opportunities to students study-
ing in Indian languages to attain higher
education. Hope that the decision will
prove helpful for the students. This is the
need of  the hour.

Amit Singh Kushwaha, SATNA (MP)
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Metagrobolise

If this word puzzles you, your response is appropriate. That’s what the
word means — to puzzle, mystify, baffle or confound. It and its relatives

are notable by their extreme rarity. A diligent search is required to find any
instances of it. Your broker is a real dipstick and slick as one too. You don’t
need to have your brains metagrobolized by his inscrutable statements to
know that something’s amiss (Sunday Star-News, 20 Jan. 1991). A previous
generation might well have found metagrobolise in this once-famous
school story: “It’s the olive branch,” was Stalky’s comment. “It’s the giddy
white flag, by gum! Come to think of it, we have metagrobolized ’em”
(Stalky & Co, by Rudyard Kipling, 1899). Some students of puzzles have
adopted metagrobology to describe their pursuit, which makes them
metagrobologists. Wikipedia says that the word was first applied to
puzzlers in the early 1970s by Rick Irby, a well-known designer and
constructor of wire puzzles.  It’s originally French, invented in the form
matagraboliser in 1534 by the humorist and satirist François Rabelais in one
of his tales about the giant Gargantua. To create it, Rabelais turned to
ancient Latin and Greek, finding the first part in a Greek word that meant
vain or frivolous and the rest in cribulum, the Latin for a sieve, which
arrived much changed in French via Arabic and Italian as grabeler, to sift
(and later into English as garble, to sift the rubbish from spices, which later
became our verb meaning to confuse or distort). By Rabelais’s time,
grabeler had taken on a broader sense of examining something closely. 

Metemptosis

Though this word is extremely rare, the situation it refers to is still very
much with us, as it refers to one of the corrections that form part of the

Gregorian calendar we all use. We need not worry that it will affect us
anytime soon, however: the next metemptosis will occur in 2100. The
problem for calendar creators is that the number of days in a year doesn’t
exactly fit the length of the year — there’s about a quarter of a day over.
The older Julian calendar from Roman times had a simple way to deal with
this: it just added an extra leap day every four years to make up the
numbers and get the calendar back into sync with the year. Unfortunately,
over the next 1500 years it slowly became clear this wasn’t good enough.
In fact, the number of days in the year is very slightly less than 365¼, so
the calendar was slowly gaining on the seasons. In the sixteenth century,
advisors to Pope Gregory XIII told him that it was necessary to leave out
some days to get things back in step and to change the calendar to omit
three leap years in every 400 years. To do this, they suggested that century
years should only be leap years if they were divisible by 400. So 2000 was a
leap year, but 2100 won’t be. Astronomers created metemptosis in the
early eighteenth century for this second step, from Greek meta-, after, em-
, in, and ptosis, a falling. It came into the language when the need to
reform the British calendar was becoming very urgent (Catholic countries
had implemented it in 1582; Britain only did so in 1752, though we weren’t
the last by any means). To be complete, there is proemptosis for the
opposite process, adding a day to the calendar, in this case to keep it in
step with the moon. 

Srimandir facilities

Sir, The Srimandir was closed for devotees for 9-10 months.
After it was opened for the darshan of  Mahaprabhu Jagannath,
the Shree Jagannath Temple Administration (SJTA) devel-
oped the infrastructure for hassle-free visit to the temple. Queue
system is in place at two places -- entry to the Singhadwar
and entry to the sanctum-sanctorum. Separate lines for sen-
ior citizens and persons with disabilities are great help to
them. Drinking water facilities inside the temple complex
and clean toilets just outside the north gate are better than
earlier. Arrangements for keeping mobile phones and shoes free
of  cost in cloakroom are also better than before. Dry Mahaprasad
rates are fixed, but the rate-chart for Anna Mahaprasad is yet
to be implemented. AC and non-AC ‘Mo Bus’ route no. 50 from
Bhubaneswar railway station to Puri bus stand is very convenient
but crowded due to less frequency. Bus fare is more than pri-
vate buses. The SJTA should give subsidy to CRUT for this
route to promote tourism to Puri.

Gopal Mittal, BHUBANESWAR

Lanka bans burqa

Sir, The Sri Lankan gov-
ernment’s decision to soon
ban the burqa or face veil
and shut down 1,000
madrasas must come as an
affront to the country’s mi-
nority Muslim community.
Terming the attire as a sym-
bol of  religious extremism,
Public Security Minister
Sarath Weerasekara said the
burqa directly affects na-
tional security. Sri Lanka
will  join a  long l ist  of
European and African na-
tions that have banned the
burqa.

NJ Ravi Chander,
BANGALORE
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ASSAM

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi/Guwahati, March
14: In an aggressive campaign to
put the ruling BJP in a corner in
Assam, the Congress is making
several promises, including five
lakh jobs to the locals and non-im-
plementation of  the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).

Calling the promises as 'guar-
antees', the Congress is leaving no
stone unturned to unseat the BJP
and come to power.

Jitendra Singh, who is in-charge
General Secretary of  the Congress
in Assam, said Sunday, “This elec-
tion is to save Assam, to save women
of  Assam, to give employment to the
youth and specially to save culture
of  the state.” The Congress has
given five 'guarantees' for Assam if
voted to power. The first is the
Citizenship Amendment Act.
Congress said they will ensure that
the CAA is not implemented in
Assam. The other guarantees in-
clude: Free 200 units of  electricity,
Rs 2,000/per month to homemakers,
minimum wage of  365/day to Tea
Garden Workers and generation
of  five lakh jobs in the state.

The Congress in its public meet-
ings has been explaining how the
party will enact the 5 lakh gov-
ernment jobs guarantee as it will

open new avenues for the people in
the state. Bhupesh Baghel, Chief
Minister of  Chhattisgarh, has also
been campaigning in Assam.

He is describing his state’s model
in Assam to counter the Gujarat
model, which he says has produced
no results in five years. He also re-
leased a charge sheet in Dibrugarh
Sunday against the state govern-
ment and took potshots at who was
running the government, was it
Sarbananda Sonowal or Hemanta
Biswa Sarma. Baghel alleged that
“Syndicates are running the gov-
ernment in Assam, coal-sand-su-
pari -cow smuggling syndicate are
in the state, and the government
was protecting them.” The Congress
has now pitched in campaigners
for the three-phase Assam Assembly

elections, including party chief
Sonia Gandhi, former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh, former
party President Rahul Gandhi and
party General Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and several others.

The party has also named
Rameshwar Oraon,  Assam
Congress chief  Ripun Bora,
Sushmita Dev, Gourav Gogoi,
Debabarta Saikia, Pradyut Bordolai,
Rakibul Hussain, Bhupen Bora,
Rana Goswami, Ranee Narah,
Rupjyoti Kurmi, Roselina Tirkey
and Pradip Nag, as star cam-
paigners for Assam.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra had last
week visited the state for two days,
and had addressed few public ral-
lies besides meeting the Assam tea
garden workers. 

Assam Congress banks on
anti-CAA, 5L job guarantee 

The Congress, which ruled the state for 15 years before losing power in 2016 to
the BJP, is hoping for a comeback on the back of a multi-party alliance 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Amaravati, March 14: Andhra
Pradesh’s ruling YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) Sunday scored a
landslide victory in the urban local
body elections by winning almost
all the 11 municipal corporations
and 70 municipalities.

The ruling party, which cap-
tured Urban Local Bodies (ULBs)
in all the districts, won majority of
the divisions.

Barring a couple of  municipal-
ities where main the Opposition
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) could
give some fight to YSRCP, other
Opposition parties -- Jana Sena
Party (JSP) of  actor politician
Pawan Kalyan and its ally BJP
were wiped out.

The ruling party bagged eight
corporations and was leading in
three others. It also won 67 out of
70 municipalities.

The landslide win for YSRCP
came close on the heels of  its mas-
sive victory in panchayat elections,
where it won 80 per cent of  seats.

YSRCP led by Chief  Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy captured
Visakhapatnam, Guntur, Chittoor,
Tir upati ,  Kadapa,  Ongole,
Anantapur and Kurnool corpora-
tions. In the 98-member Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation, the biggest among
corporations, YSRCP won 58 divi-
sions while TDP bagged 30 divi-
sions, JSP secured two 3 seats.
Others including independents

won in seven divisions.
In the 64-member Vijayawada

Corporation, YSRCP was racing
ahead by winning 27 divisions
while TDP bagged 12 divisions.

In the 57-member Guntur
Municipal Corporation, the rul-
ing party swept the polls by win-
ning 44 seats. TDP managed to win
nine divisions while JSP bagged two
and others two. All eyes were on
Vijayawada and Guntur corpora-
tions as the outcome will virtu-
ally be seen as a referendum on the
contentious state capital issue.

TDP sought the votes in these cor-
porations to reject YSRCP gov-
ernment's move to trifurcate state
capital Amaravati.

It was YSRCP wave in all three
regions of  the state. In 50-mem-
ber Tirupati corporation, YSRCP
won 47 seats while TDP could se-
cure just one. In Anantapur, YSRCP
won 48 out of  50 seats. Two divisions
went to others. Similarly in Chittoor,
YSRCP won 46 out of  50 divisions.

As the results and trends from
across the state show a clear sweep
by YRSCP, celebrations broke out

at the party’s office at Tadepalli in
Amaravati. Party workers burst
crackers, distributed sweets and
danced to the drum beats to cele-
brate the victory.

The poll officials will be count-
ing a total of  27,29,071 votes in 533
divisions of  11 corporations.
Similarly, 21,03,284 votes will be
counted in 1,633 wards in 71 mu-
nicipalities.

Chief  Electoral Officer Ramesh
Kumar has directed the poll officials
to complete the counting process
by 8 p.m. He asked the collectors to
order re-counting in divisions
where the margin of  victory is in
single digit. Elections in 71 mu-
nicipalities and 12 corporations
were held on March 10. Counting
was not taken up in Eluru corpo-
ration and Chilkaluripet munici-
pality due to High Court orders.

As the municipal elections were
held nearly two years after YSRCP
came to power, the ruling party
attributed the results to people's sup-
port to its governance.

YSRCP said the massive results
in its favour is due to the imple-
mentation of  welfare schemes by
Chief  Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy
despite corona pandemic.

Apart from implementing wel-
fare schemes, the chief  minister
also paved way for development
of  the urban bodies. The Urban
community also supported the
policies of  YSRCP government
and blessed with landslide victory,
it said.

YSRCP sweeps Andhra civic polls
BARRING A COUPLE OF MUNICIPALITIES WHERE TDP COULD GIVE SOME FIGHT TO YSRCP,

OTHER OPPOSITION PARTIES -- JANA SENA PARTY AND ITS ALLY BJP WERE WIPED OUT

AGENCIES

Amaravati, March 14: The clam-
our against the Union govern-
ment’s decision to privatise the
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant has
been growing. The Visakhapatnam
Steel Plant conservation com-
mittee has intensified its move-
ment against the Centre’s deci-
sion. 

The move to privatise the
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant has
been evoking strong opposition
across the state. Both the ruling
as well as the Opposition parties
have been agitating for the rollback
of  the decision.

Earlier this week, BJP MP and
maverick politician Subramanian
Swamy had opined that privati-
sation of  the Visakhapatnam Steel
Plant is not a good idea.

He said this while interacting
with the media after calling on
Andhra Pradesh Chief  Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy.

Voicing his opposition to the
Centre's privatisation plans for
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant,

Swamy recalled that even in the
past, he had opposed the privati-
sation of  Air India.

Swamy opined that blindly pri-
vatising public sector companies
is not a good thing, and said it
should be attempted only if  there
are “sufficiently strong reasons”.

Clarifying that he is in favour
of  market systems, Swamy felt
the government should consider
divestment on a case by case basis.

Following Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
vowing to 100 per cent privatise the
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant, the
Andhra Pradesh CM last week
wrote to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking an appointment to
explain and convince him to stall
the sale process. “I request you
to kindly give me an appointment
to explain all the options as nar-
rated above, to revive and put

RINL, Visakhapatnam back on
track,” wrote Reddy.

He offered to bring an all-party
delegation including the repre-
sentatives of  trade unions to rep-
resent their concerns directly to
Modi. Panicked by Sitharaman's
categorical clarification in the
Parliament, the CM sought the
PM’s early appointment and re-
m i n d e d  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  h i m  a  
month ago.

Clamour grows against Centre’s move 
to privatise Visakhapatnam Steel Plant

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 14: Asserting
that unlike in 2016 there is “no
Modi wave” in the Assam Assembly
polls this time, AIUDF chief
Badruddin Ajmal Sunday alleged
that the BJP was attempting to po-
larise the Hindus by pointing at
him, invoking the Mughals and
portraying the Muslims as ene-
mies, but said
the ruling party
will not succeed.

Dismissing as
‘baseless’ the
BJP’s charge of
communalism
against his All
India United
Democratic
Front (AIUDF),
Ajmal claimed
“no outfit was
more secular”
than his party in
Assam, and cited
the AIUDF giv-
ing substantial
representation
to non-Muslims
in elections in
the past.

In an interview with PTI, Ajmal
said the Assam election would be
a ‘turning point’ for the country as
the BJP’s defeat will begin from
the state. The grand alliance, of

which it is a part of  along with the
Congress, is fighting hard for it, he
said.

The AIUDF is secular and will
always remain so. But since the BJP
is itself  ‘communal’ and plays
communal politics, it looks at oth-
ers through that lens, Ajmal said.

“The BJP doesn’t have any de-
velopment issue to talk about.
They talked about jobs last time,

could not provide
any. At the national
level, they talked
about getting black
money back, in-
stead sent black
money abroad,” he
alleged.

“Last time (in
2016)  when
Narendra Modi
campaigned here
there was a wave.
But there is no Modi
wave this time. He
has visited five
times, but has been
unable to generate
any wave,” Ajmal
claimed.

“By showing my
face, by portraying

Muslims as enemies, and making
communal comments, the BJP
wants to polarise Hindus, but un-
like last time, they will not 
succeed,” he said.

Spotlight on 10L tea garden workers in AssamBJP polarising Hindus by 
showing my face: Ajmal

Last time (in 2016) when
Narendra Modi campaigned
here there was a wave. But
there is no Modi wave this

time. He has visited five
times, but has been unable

to generate any wave 
BADRUDDIN AJMAL I AIUDF CHIEF

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Guwahati, March 14: As Assam
goes to three-phase Assembly polls
with numerous issues, the spot-
light is on the 10 lakh tea garden
workers.

Assam has over 10 lakh tea work-
ers in the organised sector work-
ing in 856 tea estates producing
around 55 per cent of  India's tea.
Tea tribe communities are deter-
mining factors in around 25 to 30
seats in 126-seat Assam Assembly.

The Bharatiya Janata Party-led
government after coming to power
in 2016 had increased the wages
of  the tea workers by Rs 30, and
February 20 the state government
decided to hike the daily wages to
regular 7,46,667 tea garden work-
ers by Rs 50 -- from Rs 167 to Rs 217.

However, the implementation
of  the Rs 50 a day hike in wages for
tea garden workers is likely to be
delayed as a petition filed by the
Indian Tea Association (ITA).

Hearing the petition of  the ITA
and 17 tea companies that own
over 90 per cent of  tea estates in
Assam,  Justice  Michael

Zothankhuma recently asked the
state government not to take any
coercive action against the ITA
and the tea companies until case
challenging the state Labour
Department's notification on the
wage hike, is disposed of.

The High Court upheld the ar-
gument that the wage hike was "il-
legal" as no committee or sub-com-
mittee had been formed, as required
under relevant sections of  the
Minimum Wages Act, 1948. The
matter is listed for next hearing
March 15.

Accusing the BJP government
for not increasing the daily wages
of  the tea garden workers, the
Congress, which is contesting the

Assembly polls with six other par-
ties, recently announced five "guar-
antees" for the people to be ful-
filled if  the party comes to power,
including raising the tea workers'
daily wages to Rs 365 from the ex-
isting Rs 167.

Congress alleged that Prime
minister Narendra Modi had prom-
ised to revise the daily wages of  tea
workers in Assam to Rs 350 prior
to 2014 Lok Sabha polls.

Renowned political commenta-
tor Sushanta Talukdar said the
economic condition of  the tea work-
ers was very pitiable and they have
been deprived of  their due wages
and other benefits.

"The political parties before

every election promises to increase
their wages and various benefits,
but after the polls nothing is ful-
filled.

"Without empowering the work-
ers, the tea industry cannot flour-
ish. If  the tea industry thrived,
the economy of  Assam would fur-
ther prosper facilitating to deal
with the growing unemployment
problems," Talukdar told IANS.

All Assam Tea Tribes' Students'
Association (ATTSA) have an-
nounced a shutdown of  all tea gar-
dens March 22 alleging neglectful
attitude towards the tea workers of
Assam.

AATTSA President Dhiraj
Gowala said that all governments

have failed to address the prob-
lems of  the tea workers.

"We, before the elections, would
apprise the people how the injus-
tice has been done to the tea work-
ers by the incumbent BJP, previous
Asom Gana Parishad and Congress
governments," Gowala told IANS.

February 6, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had
distributed Rs 3,000 each to 7,46,667
tea garden workers in Assam under
the 'Chah Bagicha Dhan Puraskar
Mela' scheme.

The scheme was started by the
Assam government in 2017-18 and
that year Rs 2,500 each was pro-
vided to 6,33,411 tea garden work-
ers, while a similar amount was de-
posited in 7,15,979 bank accounts
the next year.

According to the experts, drop
in production due to Covid-19 pan-
demic, nationwide lockdown, be-
sides governmental restrictions,
caused loss of  huge foreign cur-
rency earnings as India used to
export tea to more than 30 countries.

According to economists and
experts, delayed start of  various
works in the tea gardens, includ-
ing plucking and processing, besides
government enforced restrictions
last year, are among the key reasons
to give a blow to export of  tea.

Assam, which roughly produces
55 per cent of  India's total tea pro-
duction of  1,389.70 million kg, has
856 large tea gardens and over a lakh
small tea growers. 

Tea tribe communities
are determining factors

in around 25 to 30
seats in 126-seat
Assam Assembly 

Active Covid cases keep 
rising in Andhra Pradesh
AGENCIES

Amaravati, March 14: The num-
ber of  active coronavirus cases in
Andhra Pradesh shot up to 1,400 as
298 were added afresh, the highest
single day spike since January 8, that

took the gross to 8,91,861.
In 24 hours ending 9 am Sunday,

164 patients had recovered and two
more succumbed in the state, a
health department bulletin said.
The total recoveries now touched
8,83,277 and toll 7,184, it said. The

state has now completed 1.45 crore
tests that turned out an overall in-
fection positivity rate of  6.14 per cent.

The cumulative positives in
Chittoor district crossed 88,000, the
third highest in the state, as it added
90 fresh cases in a day. It now has
479 active cases.

Guntur district added 48, Krishna,
East Godavari and Visakhapatnam
32 fresh cases each.

Kurnool, which reported zero
cases on Saturday, added 14 on
Sunday while Kadapa added 12 and
Prakasam 11. The remaining five dis-
tricts reported less than 10 new
cases each, according to the bul-
letin.

SPS Nellore and Visakhapatnam
districts saw one fresh COVID-19 fa-
tality each in a day. 

The southern state is seeing a
resurgence in the infection rate.
East Godavari's tally has crossed 1.24
lakh, the highest among all Andhra
districts, while the state's positiv-
ity rate fell to 6.15 per cent, which
is still higher than the national av-
erage of  5.02 per cent. 
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Rohingya
Muslims have
not come here

on a personal
invitation of anyone.
They are allowed as
per the UN
resolution on refugees and their
deportation to their homes or
somewhere else will take place
under international monitoring…we
have no objections

G A MIR | J&K PRADESH CONGRESS

COMMITTEE PRESIDENT

of the
day uote 

RS logjam likely to
continue today
New Delhi: The Rajya Sabha
may continue to witness a
logjam between the
opposition and the Centre
over the fuel price hike and
the contentious farm laws.
The upper house will
assemble Monday 11 a.m.
after it was adjourned on
March 10 due to repeated
pandemonium by the
Opposition seeking
suspension of business and
discussions on the issues.

Snow forecast 
in Kashmir
Srinagar: Dry, overcast
weather occurred in Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh on
Sunday as the meteorological
(MeT) department forecast
light to moderate rain and
snow during the next 24
hours. "Weather to remain
overcast with light to
moderate rain in plains and
snow over the higher reaches
of Kashmir towards the
Sunday afternoon and
generally cloudy weather in
Jammu", an official said.

Militant killed 
Srinagar: A militant was killed
Sunday in an encounter with
security forces in Shopian
district of Jammu and
Kashmir, police said.  Security
forces launched a cordon and
search operation  Saturday in
Rawalpora area of the district
following information about
presence of militants there, a
police official said. 

SHORT TAKES

Weeks before assembly elections, DMK
legislator P Saravanan Sunday joined
the BJP, which promptly named him the
candidate from Madurai North
constituency in southern Tamil Nadu

DMK MLA SARAVANAN JOINS BJP
In the upcoming Assembly
elections, the block level
organisation will play a significant
role. This is a war of ideology and
we will fight it with all our strength
PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA | 
CONGRESS GENERAL SECRETARY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 14: Union
Minister Babul Supriyo, former
Chief  Economic Advisor Ashok
Lahiri, Metroman E Sreedharan,
film star Kushboo Sundar as well as
five sitting MPs were among the
BJP's  star-studded list of  candi-
dates released Sunday for the up-
coming polls in four states.

The BJP has fielded four MPs, in-
cluding a Union Minister, in West
Bengal, and two in Kerala, raising
its stakes in these state polls by
bringing its best-known faces from
there into these electoral contests.
Adressing a press conference at the
BJP headquarters, party general
secretary Arun Singh along with
Union Ministers G Kishan Reddy
and Debasree Chaudhuri released

the names of  63 candidates for West
Bengal assembly polls, 17 candi-
dates each for Assam and Tamil
Nadu and 112 for the elections in
Kerala.

Singh said the party will contest
in 115 out of  140 assembly seats in
Kerala and on remaining seats its
allies will field their candidates.
For the high-stakes battle for West
Bengal assembly, the BJP has fielded
a Union Minister, three sitting MPs,
a noted economist and several
Tollywood personalties.

Union Minister Supriyo is BJP's
candidate from Tollygunge. Lok
Sabha MPs Nishit Pramanik and
Locket Chatterjee have been fielded
from from Dinhata and Chunchura
respectively.

Senior journalist and Rajya Sabha
MP Swapan Dasgupta is the BJP's

nominee for Tarakeshwar assembly
segment in West Bengal.  Outgoing
MLA of  Singur and veteran leader
Rabindranath Bhattacharya, who
had crossed over from the Trinamool
Congress after it denied him ticket,

has been fielded from the same seat
by the BJP.

Besides Chatterjee, the party has
given ticket to several Bengali film
personalities, including Tanushree
Chakraborty from Shyampur, Payal

Sarkar from Behala Purba and actor
Yash Dasgupta from Chanditala in
Kolkata. 

In allocating tickets in West
Bengal, the BJP has expanded its
candidature beyond film person-
alities by nominating former Chief
Economic Advisor Ashok Lahiri
from Alipurduar. 

Lahiri has also served as chair-
m a n  o f  t h e  Ko l k a t a - b a s e d
Bandhan Bank and was mem-
ber of  the Finance Commission
from 2017 to 2020.

By fielding coloumnist Dasgupta
and the economist Lahiri, the BJP
has sought to impress the 'Bhadralok'
sensibilities in the eastern state,
political observers said, noting the
Bengali intelligentsia had gener-
ally refrained from backing the saf-
fron party in 2019 Lok Sabha polls

despite a large consolidation of
Hindu votes around it. The similar
trend was visible in Kerala as well,
where the BJP fielded 'metroman'
E Sreedharan from Palakkad and
former Union Minister and sitting
MP K J Alphons from the
Kanjirappally assembly seat.

The party has also fielded an-
other sitting Rajya Sabha MP Suresh
Gopi from Thrissur. 

The BJP's Kerala state unit pres-
ident K Surendran will contest from
two seats -- Manjeshwar and Konni.
For Tamil Nadu, the BJP announced
actor-turned-politician Khushbu
Sundar as its candidate from the
Thousand Lights Assembly seat.
The BJP's women cell chief  Vanathi
Srinivasan has been fielded against
noted filmstar Kamal Haasan from
Coimbatore South seat.

ASSEMBLY POLLS

MPs, economists, film stars – BJP fields big names 

Experts fear a
new nCoV wave

India Sunday recorded 25,320 COVID-19
infections, the highest daily rise in 84 days,

taking the case tally to 1,13,59,048, according
to Union health ministry data

GENCIES

New Delhi, March 14: For the
fourth day in a row, Delhi on Sunday
recorded over 400 cases of  Covid-
19, raising concerns among ex-
perts. The national capital reported
407 new cases in the last 24 hours,
taking the infection tally to 6,43,696,
while the positivity rate stood at 0.60
per cent, as per the latest bulletin
issued by the Delhi  Health
Department.

The death count climbed to 10,941
with two more fatalities, the bul-
letin said. The capital logged 419
cases Saturday, a day after record-
ing the highest single-day spike in
over two months with 431 cases
Friday, while the count on Thursday
was 409.

A total of  370 cases were reported
on Wednesday and 320 on Tuesday.

A total of  585 cases were reported
on January 1 and 424 on January
3. However, the numbers had started
to come down in February and had
fallen below 100 on more than one
occasion.

The number of  active cases of  the
disease in the city rose to 2,262
from 2,207 on Saturday, while the
positivity rate continued to stand
at 0.60 per cent.

However, the Delhi government
does not find the incumbent rise
alar ming.  Health Minister
Satyendar Jain said Friday that
the figures of  over 400 per day were
"not alarming", and asserted that
the positivity rate was still below
one per cent. In contrast to the
statement, health experts cautioned

that the cases may soon turn into
a wave if  stringent measures are
not taken.

Dr Lalit Kant, former head of
the Epidemiolo gical  and
Communicable Diseases
Department at the ICMR, said that
repetitive communication to make
people aware that the pandemic is
very much here is important.

“Besides, the government must
reinforce the strict measures of
compounding on disregard of  Covid
appropriate behaviour,” he added.

Dr Suneela Garg, advisor to the
ICMR, said that contact tracing
must be strengthened as well as
micro containment strategy should
be implemented to limit the infec-
tion spread.

“We need to test at least 30 con-
tacts per case. Besides, micro con-
tainment would help in checking
the spread pattern,” she added.
The health ministry stressed that
more than 70 per cent of  the deaths
occurred due to comorbidities.

"Our figures are being recon-
ciled with the Indian Council of
Medical Research," the ministry
said on its website, adding that
state-wise distribution of  figures is
subject to further verification and
reconciliation.  States  l ike
Maharashtra, Kerala, Punjab,
Karnataka, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu
and Madhya Pradesh are showing
a steep rise in the daily new COVID-
19 cases and have accounted for
87.73 per cent of  the new instances
of  the disease reported in a day,
the Union Health Ministry said on
Sunday.

AGENCIES

Allahabad, March 14: The
Bhartiya Kisan Union-led farmer
agitation against the three central
far m laws may continue till
December this year, the outfit's na-
tional spokesperson Rakesh Tikait
said here Sunday.

Tikait made the statement while
talking to reporters here after his
recent visit to the poll-bound West
Bengal.  “This agitation possibly will
stretch up to November or December
this year,” he said.

Talking about his West Bengal
visit, Tikait said during poll cam-
paigning there, the central gov-
ernment people have been asking
farmers to give them one feastful of
rice.  “I have advised Bengal farm-
ers to ask grain seekers to fix an MSP
of  Rs 1,850 per quintal for paddy be-
fore giving them a single grain of
rice,” Tikait told reporters here.
He said after Bengal, he was plan-
ning to visit other parts of  the coun-
try to press for the enactment of  a
law guaranteeing an MSP for var-
ious crops.“In Bihar, the paddy is
currently being bought by traders

at an abysmally low rate of  Rs 750
to Rs 800 per quintal. I want a law
guaranteeing the minimum sup-
port price for various crops,” said
Tikait. He said he was not going
to sit in Delhi alone but was plan-
ning to visit all over the country, in-
cluding Madhya Pradesh on March
14 and 15, Ganga Nagar in Rajasthan
on March 17, Ghazipur's UP Gate
border in Delhi March 18, Odisha
on March 19 and Karnataka on

March 21 and 22. During his visit
here, Tikait also garlanded a statue
of  his late father and farmer leader
Mahendra Singh Tikait at Tikait
Park in Jhalwa near here.  The
BKU spokesperson claimed the
three central laws will lead to the
closure of  all small-time neigh-
bourhood shops, leaving only big
commercial malls to survive.
“These farm laws will ruin traders
and lead to the closure of  small

business utilities and the collapse
of  small industries. These laws will
bring in big multinational firms
like Wallmart," claimed Tikait.

“Had this government belonged
to a political party, it would have
talked to farmers and resolved the
matter,” Tikait said.  “But this gov-
ernment is being run by big busi-
ness houses. It is bent upon sell-
ing the entire country,” he alleged. 

POLICE STOPS CONSTRUC-
TION: Haryana Police on Sunday
stopped the construction of  the
‘pucca’ houses at Singhu border,
begun by the protesting farmers
on Saturday in order to deal with
the scorching heat. Apart from
Singhu border, famers are con-
structing pucca houses at Tikri,
Shahjahanpur and Ghazipur bor-
ders also. Anil Malik of  the Kisan
Social Army confirmed the con-
struction of  permanent structures
at Tikri border. Farmers had started
the construction of  brick and mor-
tar structure at Sonipat GT Road and
these houses can be easily seen
when one moves a few kilometres
ahead of  the protest site at Singhu
border.

Farmers’ stir may continue till Dec: Tikait

AFTER A YEAR, DELHI HC TO
RESUME PHYSICAL HEARING 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 14: After a
year, the Delhi High Court will
resume from Monday its complete
physical functioning, which was
restricted due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

From March 15, all judges of
the high court would hold physi-
cal hearing of  cases. Since March
2020, the high court has been hold-
ing proceedings through video
conferencing and subsequently,
a few benches started holding
physical courts everyday on a ro-
tation basis.

Some of  them were also holding
hybrid proceedings, wherein lawyers
have the option to attend the hear-
ing via video conference instead of
appearing in person. According to
a notification issued by the high
court administration March 12, lim-
ited numbers of  litigants who are ap-
pearing in person and/or required
to appear in compliance of  the court's
order/directions be permitted in
the court premises.

The high court March 2 had is-
sued certain guidelines to be fol-

lowed upon resumption of  phys-
ical court hearings from March 15,
including that visitors and advo-
cates shall maintain social dis-
tancing as per government norms.
A circular issued by the admin-
istration branch of  the high court
earlier had said entry of  litigants
will be regulated as it was dur-
ing the pre-COVID-19 pandemic pe-
riod and facilitation counter/pass
counter will also function in a
normal manner.

"All the visitors, including
lawyers, shall maintain social dis-
tancing as per norms/protocol is-
sued by the government of  India/

Delhi government and or this
court," it had said. The function-
ing of  the high court was restricted
to urgent matters from March 16,
2020.

Thereafter, from March 25 last
year, the functioning of  the high
court and district courts was fur-
ther restricted and no physical
hearing was being conducted due
to the spread of  COVID-19 cases.
An office order had said that all
pending routine or non-urgent
matters listed before it from
February 22 to March 26 would
be adjourned en bloc to dates be-
tween April 15 and May 20. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, March
14: Congress Sunday announced
its first list of  candidates for the
April 6 Kerala assembly polls,
fielding former Chief  Minister
Oommen Chandy from
Puthuppally and Leader of  the
Opposition Ramesh Chennithala
from Haripad, as party workers
protested in several places in
the state over denial of  tickets.

Mahila Congress President
Lathika Subhash resigned from
the post and tonsured her head
in protest, following denial of

the Ettumanoor seat to her.
Vat a ka ra  MP  K

Muraleedharan, son of  veteran
Congress leader K Karunakaran,
h a s  been  f i e lded  f ro m
Thiruvananthapuram's Nemon
constituency, the lone seat won
by the BJP in 2016 assembly
polls. Muraleedharan' sister
Padmaja Venugopal has been
fielded from Thrissur con-
stituency.

The party had earlier decided
not to permit sitting MPs contest
the polls, but an exception was
m a de  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f
Muraleedharan after Chandy

made it clear he was not pre-
pared to leave Puthupally, which
he had represented for over 50
years in the state assembly.

Kerala PCC Chief  Mullappally
Ramachandran, who met the
media at Delhi after delibera-
tions with the screening com-
mittee and the Congress high
command, announced the list
of  86 candidates out of  the 92
seats the party will contest.
Ramachandran said the candi-
dates list was an amalgamation
of  youngsters and those with
experience.

"There are 46 people in the

age group of  25-50 and 21 in the
age group of  51-60. We have given
importance to new faces in this
election. Eighty six names have
been finalised in the 92 seats in
which the party is contesting,"
Ramachandran said.

The candidates for Kalpetta,
Nilambur,Vattiyoorkavu,
Kundara,  T havanur and
Pattambi constituencies will be
finalised after more talks, he
said. Cine actor Dharmajan
will contest from Balussery in
Kozhikode and Youth Congress
president Shafi Pramabil from
Palakkad.

Assembly polls: Cong releases Kerala list of candidates 

Kerala Mahila Congress Chief Lathika Subhash
gets her head tonsured in front of the KPCC
office PTI PHOTO

CONG ASKS
GOVT TO SCALE
UP VAX DRIVE
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 14: Raising
concerns over the recent surge in
coronavirus cases, the Congress
Sunday demanded that the gov-
ernment speed up the nationwide
vaccination campaign and asked
what was its strategy to complete
the drive within 12 months.

Citing Chhattisgarh's demand
of  more Covishield doses, the op-
position party also urged the gov-
ernment to decentralise the vac-
cination drive and provide
adequate vaccines to the states.

India Sunday recorded 25,320
COVID-19 infections, the highest
daily rise in 84 days, taking the case
tally to 1,13,59,048, according to
Union health ministry data. Also,
the death toll increased to 1,58,607
with 161 new fatalities, the high-
est in 44 days. Congress spokesper-
son Shaktisinh Gohil raised con-
cerns over the rising coronavirus
cases and said experts have stated
that another wave of  COVID-19
is starting.

"The government is trying to
hide facts by giving a maze of  vac-
cination figures. If  you look at
the government's claim of  total
vaccinations till now, it is 2,82,18,457.
If  you look at the 11 days of  March,
it is 95,90,594. Of  the over 135 crore
people in the country, only 1.5 per
cent have got vaccines, including
those who have got just the first
dose," Gohil said. Only 47.29 lakh
have got both doses of  vaccines
which means only 0.35 vaccina-
tion has been done, he said.

"By this rate 70 per cent people
will get vaccinated in 12.6 years.
For 100 per cent vaccination, it
will take 18 years. We have vaccines,
enough of  it is there. Why is the
government not giving it?" he
posed and accused the govern-
ment of  being busy in elections and
not caring for the people.

Raising questions for the
Narendra Modi government, Gohil
asked that with experts and sci-
entists suggesting the emergence
of  various coronavirus mutants,
has the government scaled up
genome sequencing to identify
newer variants. 

Huge protest against
Shia Waqf ex-chief 
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, March 14: Thousands
of  Muslims staged a protest at the
Bada Imambara here Sunday
against former Shia Waqf  Board
chief  Waseem Rizvi who has filed
a petition for removal of  26 verses
from the Holy Quran.

Sunni and Shia clerics led the
protest against Rizvi and demanded
his immediate arrest. Rizvi has also
been excommunicated.

Unprecedented security arrange-
ments had been made in the old city
on Sunday in view of  the protests.

Barricades were set up from
the Chhota Imambara to the Teele
Wali Masjid and a strong police
presence was evident at the spot.

Police personnel had also been
deployed on the roofs of  adjoining
houses and buildings.

Based on the
feedback
gathered, I

can say that the
wave of public
support is in favour
of the BJP in West
Bengal this time, much stronger
than the one which swept Uttar
Pradesh during the 2017 Assembly
elections

KESHAV PRASAD MAURYA |
UTTAR PRADESH DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER

The Delhi
government
aims to

further capitalise on
the positive
response received
from several
sections and now we will involve
corporates to be a part of the
campaign. I appeal to this segment
to switch to EV cabs to facilitate the
travel of their employees

KAILASH GAHLOT |
DELHI TRANSPORT MINISTER
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Gas, Diesel, Petrol
have been heavily

taxed, while PSU,
PSB are sold to friends to
snatch jobs and facilities of
common man. The rule of
PM is to sell the country and
give benefits to friends (sic)

RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

The Indus Commissioners of India and
Pakistan will meet here on March 23 and
24 to discuss a host of issues, including
Islamabad's concerns about the design
of Indian hydropower projects on the
Chenab River, a top official said Sunday

INDUS COMMISSIONERS OF INDIA,
PAK TO MEET IN NEW DELHI 
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It should be
our endeavour
that forest

dwellers remain an
integral part of the
modern
development
process while keeping their cultural
heritage and identity intact

RAM NATH KOVIND | PRESIDENT

of the
day uote 

It is
worrisome
that in a state

like Maharashtra,
the Governor is
acting in this
fashion while the
Central government is quietly
watching

SHARAD PAWAR |
NATIONALIST CONGRESS PARTY PRESIDENT

3 firing incidents
in 48 hours
New Delhi: A man was killed
while two others seriously
injured in three separate
shooting incidents in north
east Delhi within a span of 48
hours. A 47-year-old man was
shot dead by a gunman in
north east Delhi's Khajoori
Khas on Saturday night. The
deceased has been identified
as Sohrab Ansari, and the
police suspected personal
enmity behind the cause of
the murder. The incident was
reported at around 8.40 p.m.
on Saturday when the
deceased was at his shop
located in D- Block, Gali No.2,
Shree Ram Colony of Khajoori
Khas where he was shot by
some unknown person .

Two leopards
found dead
Pithoragarh: Two leopards
were found dead in
Uttarakhand's Pithoragarh
and Champawat districts,
according to officials
Saturday. Pithoragarh Forest
Range Officer Dinesh Joshi
said a five-year-old leopard
was found dead in the forests
of Gaina village. He said the
autopsy revealed that the
leopard died of hunger
around 10 days ago. In
another case, a 10-month-old
leopardess was found dead in
the Pati range of the
Champawat forest division.

Woman dies
Ballia: Police have registered
a case against a 22-year-old
woman's husband and in-
laws after she died under
mysterious circumstances in
the Revti area here Sunday,
police said.  Police said
Priyanka, a resident of
Mangarh village here, died at
her in-laws' place. It has been
alleged that Priyanka's in-
laws were harassing her for
dowry.  Following a complaint
lodged by Priyanka's family,
a case has been registered
against her husband Pappu
Chaudhary, mother-in-law
Hirawati Devi and father-in-
law Subedar Sahni.  The
victim's father-in-law and
mother-in-law have been
arrested. 

Naxal killed
Raipur: A Naxal was killed
when an improvised explosive
device (IED) that he was
planting on a road to target
security forces exploded in
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur district,
a senior police official said
Sunday. The incident took
place on Saturday on the route
of Bechapal-Hurepal villages
under Mirtur police station
area when rebels from the
west Bastar division of Maoists
were engaged in planting
explosives, Inspector General
of Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P told PTI.

SHORT TAKES

Shoot & scoot season
Recently, the Finance Ministry uploaded
some data relating to cases of Income-Tax
evasion launched after searches, surveys,
and seizures or otherwise during the past
ten years. The obvious purpose, perhaps,
was to buttress the claim as to how the
Modi government is going after the tax
evaders and how black money is unearthed
ever since PM Modi came to power in 2014.
The data was made readily available since
2010 which showed that 1,377 prosecution

cases were launched during 2010-14 by the
IT department. Of these 1,377 cases, only
116 ended in conviction. The record of
conviction was dismal at 8.42%. One would
certainly feel that the record of the UPA
poor in making cast-iron cases against the
evaders. Hold your breath now!!!  During
the six years of the NDA rule between 2014
and 2020 the number of convictions was a
whopping 11691 against the evaders. It
was almost nine times more. How many
ended in convictions during this 6 years'
period? Imagine the numbers – just 292.
What is the conviction rate during these
six years – a dismal 2.49%. In fact, the
largest number of convictions launched
during 2017-18 after searches and seizures
by the IT was 4,527 cases. 

Dissidents at 
a crossroads  
With Rahul Gandhi on his own trip and
Congress interim president Sonia Gandhi
looking the other way, the dissidents are
at a cross road now. After the first display
of strength by the dissidents at Jammu

where they donned saffron turbans and
launched a blistering attack on Congress,
they did not know what to do next. In fact,
Ghulam Nabi Azad had crossed the
Laxman Rekha by praising Prime Minister
Modi publicly and this put the other
Congressmen in an acute embarrassment.
The dissidents comprising Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, Kapil Sibal, Anand Sharma,
Manish Tewari and many others do not
know what they should do next. Though
for the time being they have decided to
call it a truce saying they would work for
the victory of the party in five state
assembly polls. But no one is calling them
for the public meeting in any of the states
and they have virtually no role to play.
There was a time when BJP was keen on
Anand Sharma, but not anymore as he
doesn't add to their political base. In fact,
BJP may like Ghulam Nabi Azad on its side
and finding a way to utilize his services in
the months to come. Gone are the days
when these leaders were keen on Sharad
Pawar to lead them. But not anymore.
Basically, the dissidents are at a
crossroads now. 

Record NPAs 
written off 
It is almost seven years since the Modi
government is ruling the country. But there
is no stopping in accusing the previous
Manmohan Singh government for the mess
in the banks NPA. For every ill, the Modi
government's ministers blame the
Congress for every wrong that has
happened during the past seven years.
Look at the reply given by the government
in parliament the other day when it said
that the massive NPAs of the banks
happened because the UPA government
resorted to aggressive lending to the tune
of `68.75 lakh crores until March 31, 2014
compared to `25.03 lakh crore March 31,
2008.  It means that during just 6 years, the
lending shot up by nearly 44 lakh crores.
The government said that this was the
reason for the rise in the NPAs. However,
there is no explanation so far as to why the
NPAs of the private banks rose and why the
private banks wrote off NPAs more than the
PSU banks in terms of percentage. In fact,
private banks set a new record of writing

off NPAs. If the PSU banks are performing
somewhat better, the private sector banks
are writing off NPAs more year after year in
terms of percentage.  

CCTV cameras in jails
The Supreme Court may have given a rap to
the Centre and states for not installing CCTVs
in interrogation centers of the CBIs, ED and
other investigating agencies on the ground
that they too have police powers and they are
like Thanas. But the current status of
installing CCTV cameras in jails is not as
dismal. Interestingly, UP tops the country
with 2,757 CCTV cameras in its jails followed
by Gujarat (2314), Rajasthan (1529) and
Odisha (1520). But West Bengal, despite
being a large state, installed only 280 CCTV
cameras.  The states of Goa (17), Sikkim (2)
and Pondicherry (8) have the lowest number
of CCTV cameras while Mizoram and
Lakshadweep have not installed any
cameras. As many as 22,456 CCTV cameras
have been installed in jails. The total number
of jails in the country as of December 2019
was 1,350 and there are over 4 lakh prisoners.  

KuruKolumn

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, March 14: True to her
street fighter image, Mamata
Banerjee was back on the roads of
Kolkata Sunday, four days after
being injured at the hustings in
Nandigram, leading a TMC march
on a wheelchair and declaring an
injured tiger is far more danger-
ous.

Accompanied by senior TMC
leaders, Banerjee was seen greet-
ing the crowd with folded hands,
with security personnel pushing
her wheelchair.

Banerjee joined the five km road
show from Mayo Road to Hazra
More as part of  observation of
Nandigram Diwas to commemo-
rate the killing of  14 villagers in
police firing during the anti-land
acquisition protest in 2007.

Banerjee is contesting the high-
profile Nandigram seat for the
first time against former confi-
dante-turned- adversary Suvendu
Adhikari.

Addressing the gathering after
the hour-long march, Banerjee
said attempts to incapacitate her
to stop her from campaigning have
failed, and asserted she will can-
vass for TMC candidates across
the state on wheelchair.

“I have faced a lot of  attacks in
my life but I have never surren-
dered before anyone. I will never

bow my head. An injured tiger
gets more dangerous,” she as-
serted.

The Election Commission, how-

ever, ruled out that there was any
attack on the West Bengal chief
minister and the ruling Trinamool
Congress leader after reviewing the

reports sent by its two special poll
observers and the state govern-
ment. The Commission concluded
that Banerjee sustained injuries
due to lapse on part of  her secu-
rity in charge.

“Doctors advised me against
going out for campaign today. But
I felt that I should participate in
today's rally as we have already lost
a few days due to my injury. “My
pain is not greater than the suf-
fering of  people as democracy is
being trampled through dictator-
ship," she said.

Banerjee said she will leave for
Durgapur Sunday evening and ad-
dress two rallies Monday.

Carrying posters and placards
hailing Banerjee as the “daugh-
ter of  Bengal”, TMC supporters
raised slogans against the BJP
and called for "defeating the out-
siders" in the assembly elections.

The TMC activists also chanted
the slogan “Bhanga Paye Khela
Hobe!” (Will play with broken leg),
a reference to Banerjee's leg in-
jury.

"We will continue to fight boldly!
I'm still in a lot of  pain, but I feel
the pain of  my people even more.
In this fight to protect our revered
land, we have suffered a lot and will
suffer more but we will NEVER
b ow  d ow n  t o  C OWA R D I C E !
Banerjee had earlier tweeted min-
utes before arriving for the march.

Injured tiger more
dangerous: Mamata
Banerjee was injured in her left leg, head and chest while campaigning in Nandigram March 10 after

filing her nomination, an incident the ruling TMC claimed was a “BJP conspiracy to take her life”

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, March 14: Mumbai
Police’s Assistant Police Inspector
Sachin Vaze -- nabbed by the NIA
minutes before Saturday midnight
in connection with the case in-
volving an abandoned SUV found
near the home of  industrialist
Mukesh Ambani -- was Sunday
sent to the agency's custody till
March 25.

Arrested after nearly 12 hours of
grilling by the NIA team, Vaze un-
derwent the mandatory medical
checkup and a Covid-19 test this
morning before he was taken to
the special NIA court under tight
security.

Vaze, 49, has been booked by the
NIA in connection with the SUV and
he is also being simultaneously
probed by the Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorist Squad for the mystery
death of  Thane businessman
Mansukh Hiren - two cases which
sparked off  a nationwide political
furore.

Home Minister Anil Deshmukh
said that the action in the case in-
volving the planting of  a SUV
Scorpio with gelatin sticks and the
subsequent death of  Hiren ‘would
be based on truth’.

“The matter of  the gelatin sticks
found in a Scorpio vehicle near
Ambani's residence and the Hiren
murder cases are being investi-
gated by NIA and ATS. Action will
be taken based on the truth that
comes out of  it,” he said in brief
comments this morning.

While the ruling Shiv Sena
slammed the Centre's moves to

unilaterally takeover important
cases as demoralising for the
Mumbai Police, the opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party launched
a fresh attack on the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government.

Leader of  Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis said Vaze's arrest is merely
the beginning and it is necessary
to probe who are the people be-
hind him, supporting him in the gov-
ernment, since the involvement of
police officials in crimes will shake
the people's faith in the police.

Suspecting that it is not a small
matter, but "a larger plot" in which
the truth must come out, he said it
is "a serious matter that the person
who was the investigating officer
has been arrested".

Leader of  Opposition in the
Council Pravin Darekar demanded
answers from Chief  Minister
Uddhav Thackeray since he was
seen defending Vaze last week.

Demanding a narco-test on
Vaze to unravel the names of  the
'master-conspirators', BJP city
spokesperson Ram Kadam asked
whether the MVA government
was worried that the policeman's
revelations could create prob-
lems for the ruling dispensation.

BJP leader and former MP Kirit
Somaiya demanded the sacking of
Home Minister Deshmukh and
Mumbai Commissioner of  Police
Param Bir Singh in the wake of
Vaze's arrest. "The Thackeray gov-
ernment is protecting Vaze. I ex-
pected arrest of  more members of
the Vaze 'gang'. What discussions
did the CP (Singh) hold with Vaze
for 3 days," Somaiya sought to know.

SUV CASE 

Mumbai cop held,
sent to NIA custody

LOCKING HORNS

Black bucks (Krishnamruga) fighting inside the enclosure at Kittur Rani Channamma Mini Zoo in Bhootharamanatti,
Belagavi  UNI PHOTO

NSCN-IM asks Centre to resolve Naga issue
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kohima, March 14: Naga group
NSCN-IM Sunday appealed to the
Central government to resolve the
decades-long insurgency problem
of  Nagaland, but made it clear that
any solution outside the purview of
the 2015 Framework Agreement
will not be acceptable to it.

In a statement, the NSCN-IM
also asked the Centre to be "more
positive and sincere" in finding a so-
lution to their demands. The NSCN-
IM said it has been more than five

years since the signing of  the frame-
work agreement in 2015 between the
g roup's  general  secretary
Thuingalen Muivah and central
government's interlocutor R N Ravi,
who is  cur rently Nag aland
Governor, in presence of  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

As agreed, the group said that
within this framework agreement,
both the parties are required to
work out the details and execution
plans for early implementation.
"We call upon the Government of
India to be more positive and sin-

cere. We believe there is no human
problem which cannot be resolved
with human wisdom pregnant with
mutual respect and equality as
Hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has often quoted. We are for
peace and progress," the statement
said.

However, the NSCN-IM made it
clear that "any formulation or pro-
posal from any quarter which is
outside the parameter of  the frame-
work agreement shall not be ac-
ceptable to the NSCN in particular
and the Naga people in general".

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amaravati, March 14: Six farm
workers were killed and eight oth-
ers injured in a hit-and-run acci-
dent near Nuzividu in Krishna
district in Andhra Pradesh early
Sunday.

The victims belonged to Lion
Tanda, a tribal hamlet near
Nuzividu, about 55 kms from
Vijayawada, and were on their
way to a nearby village in an au-
torickshaw when an unidentified
vehicle rammed into it, police said.

While six workers died on the
spot, eight were injured. The in-
jured were rushed to hospitals in
Nuzividu and Vijayawada.
Nuzividu sub-divisional police of-
ficer Srinivasulu said they have reg-
istered a case and launched a hunt
to trace the vehicle that caused
the accident.

Andhra Pradesh Gover nor
Biswabhusan Harichandan, Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy,
Deputy Chief  Minister (Health) A K
K Srinivas, Home Minister M
Sucharita,  TDP president N
Chandrababu Naidu and Jana Sena
chief  K Pawan Kalyan expressed
grief  over the mishap. The Chief
Minister announced an ex-gratia
relief  of  `5 lakh each to the kin of
the deceased, a statement from his
office said. Srinivas directed the
Krishna district medical officer to
ensure better treatment to the injured
persons. He promised government
assistance to the kin of  the deceased. 

HIT-AND-RUN ACCIDENT

Six farm workers
killed, 8 hurt in AP

Cop ‘forces’ village head
to rub nose on man’s feet 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Pilibhit, March 14: In a shock-
ing incident in Uttar Pradesh, a
police officer, posted as a circle of-
ficer in Bisalpur police station,
landed himself  in a soup, for al-
legedly forcing the village head
of  Marauri Khas village, Sanjeev
Awasthi, to rub his nose on the feet

of  an accused.
BJP MLA Ram Saran Verma

said that circle officer Vineet
Singh, accompanied by Bilsanda
SHO Ravindra Kumar, had come
to the villageWednesday to re-
solve a dispute related to a tem-
ple's land. Guddu, the accused,
has been living illegally on the tem-
ple premises.

The police officer had come at
the behest of  Guddu, who Verma
described as "a criminal involved
in several nefarious activities".
The MLA claimed that Singh
called the village 'pradhan' and di-
rected him to first touch Guddu's
feet and then made him rub his
nose on them thrice.

We would like
to ask the
Delhi BJP that

why did a flyover
that was supposed
to be completed in a
mere two years,
took 24 years? And why did the final
cost increased to `724 crore, against
the estimated cost of `175 crore?

SAURAV BHARADWAJ | AAP LEGISLATURE
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international
The people of

Mozambique urgently need 
our help to tackle 
the triple threat of conflict, 
the climate crisis, and the 
Covid-19 pandemic
ANTONIO GUTERRES | UN SECRETARY-GENERAL

Egypt’s Tourism and
Antiquities Ministry has
announced the discovery of a
number of ancient churches
and rooms in the Bahariya
Oasis, southwest of Cairo

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
DISCOVERY IN EGYPT
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FEMA will
support a
government-

wide effort over the
next three months
to safely receive,
shelter and transfer
minor children who arrive alone at
the US Southwest border, without a
parent or other adult 

ALEJANDRO MAYORKAS | US HOMELAND

SECURITY SECRETARY

of the
day uote 

The Afghan
security
forces are

fully capable of
defending the
capital and the
cities and the
territories that we are present in
right now

MASOUD ANDARABI | INTERIOR MINISTER

OF AFGHANISTAN

Every day we
get more and
more people

vaccinated, which
gets us closer and
closer to a better
protection. To pull
back now prematurely would 
be ill-advised

ANTHONY FAUCI | WHITE HOUSE CHIEF

MEDICAL ADVISOR

China renews
heavy fog alert       
Beijing: China’s national
observatory Sunday renewed
a yellow alert for heavy fog in
many parts of the country.
Thick fog is expected to hit
parts of Liaoning, Jilin,
Shandong, Henan, Anhui,
Jiangsu, Jiangxi and Hunan
through Sunday morning,
according to the National
Meteorological Center
(NMC). Visibility in some
affected areas will be
reduced to less than 200
metres, Xinhua news agency
quoted the NMC as saying.

Ex-interim
Bolivian Prez held 
La Paz: Former Interim
President of Bolivia Jeanine
Anez has been arrested on
charges of “terrorism,
sedition and conspiracy” due
to her role in the events of
November 2019 that ended
with the resignation of then
President Evo Morales,
authorities said. “I inform the
Bolivian people that Jeanine
Anez has been apprehended
and at this moment she is in
the hands of the police,”
Minister Carlos Eduardo del
Castillo tweeted Saturday.

Kazakh plane
crash claims 4
Moscow: A plane operated by
Kazakhstan’s state security
agency crashed in the
Central Asian country
Saturday, killing four crew
members and injuring two
others, officials said. The ex-
Soviet country’s Emergencies
Ministry said the two
survivors were hospitalised.
The ministry said the Soviet-
built An-26 two-engine
turboprop crashed while
trying to land at the airport
of Kazakhstan’s largest city,
Almaty. The plane had flown
from the capital, Nur-Sultan,
with only the six crew
members on board.

2,000 flights
called off
Denver: More than 2,000
flights have been cancelled
over the weekend at Denver
International Airport as a
major snowstorm strikes the
region. The National Weather
Service has issued a winter
storm warning, saying it
expects 18 to 24 inches of
heavy, wet snow to fall in
Denver and Boulder from
Saturday afternoon through
Sunday night. Some areas
along the Front Range
foothills were expected to
receive up to 30 inches. The
Colorado Department of
Transportation warned that
road closures are highly
likely and asked people not
to make unnecessary trips.

SHORT TAKES

Michigan National Guard member Sgt. Hannah Boulder sings while playing guitar in the US Capitol Rotunda in Washington    

REUTERS

CAPITOL CHORDS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, March 14: The progeni-
tor of  the novel coronavirus un-
derwent “very little change” to
adapt to humans from bats, ac-
cording to a new study which sug-
gests that the ability of  the virus to
spread from one person to another
likely evolved in the flying mammal
prior to it jumping to its new 
human host.

The study, published in the jour-
nal PLOS Biology, assessed hun-
dreds of  thousands of  sequenced
genomes of  the SARS-CoV-2 virus
and found that for the first 11 months
of  the COVID-19 pandemic, there has
been very little ‘important genetic
change’ observed in the coronavirus.

However, it noted that some
changes such as the D614G mutation

and similar tweaks in the virus
spike protein has affected its 
biology.

“This does not mean no changes
have occurred, mutations of  no
evolutionary significance accu-
mulate and ‘surf ’ along the mil-
lions of  transmission events, like
they do in all viruses,” explained
study first author Oscar MacLean
from the University of  Glasgow
Centre for Virus Research in
Scotland.

But the scientists said it was
“surprising” how transmissible
SARS-CoV-2 has been from the out-
set. “Usually viruses that jump to
a new host species take some time
to acquire adaptations to be as ca-
pable as SARS-CoV-2 at spreading,
and most never make it past that
stage, resulting in dead-end spillovers

or localised outbreaks,” said Sergei
Pond, another co-author of  the
study from Temple University 
in the US.

Analysing the mutations un-
dergone by the novel coronavirus
and related sarbecoviruses -- the

group of  viruses the COVID virus
belongs to from bats and pangolins
-- the scientists found evidence of
fairly significant change, but all
before the emergence of  SARS-CoV-
2 in humans. 

Based on this observation, the

researchers said SARS-CoV-2 came
with a ready-made ability to infect
humans and other mam-
mals, with these
properties likely
evolving in bats
prior to  it
jumping to  
humans.

“While an
undiscovered
‘facilitating’ in-
termediate species
cannot be discounted, col-
lectively, our results support the
progenitor of  SARS-CoV-2 being
capable of  efficient human–human
transmission as a consequence of
its adaptive evolutionary history
in bats, not humans, which created
a relatively generalist virus,” the sci-
entists wrote in the study.

Although the novel coronavirus
is still cleared by the human im-

mune response in the vast ma-
jority of  infections, the

scientists cautioned
that it is now mov-

ing away faster
from the January
2020 variant used
in all of  the cur-

rent vaccines to
raise protective im-
munity.

The current vaccines
will continue to work against most
of  the circulating variants, but as
more time passes, and the bigger the
differential between vaccinated and
not-vaccinated numbers of  people,
they said there will be more op-
portunity for the virus to escape
vaccines.

Novel coronavirus jumped from bats to humans with ‘very little change’
RESEARCHERS SAID SARS-COV-2 CAME WITH A READY-MADE ABILITY TO INFECT HUMANS AND OTHER MAMMALS, WITH

THESE PROPERTIES LIKELY EVOLVING IN BATS PRIOR TO IT JUMPING TO HUMANS

The
first race was to

develop a vaccine. The
race now is to get the global

population vaccinated as
quickly as possible

DAVID L ROBERTSON I RESEARCHER,
UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW

AGENCIES

Washington, March 14: The lead-
ers of  the four-nation Quad have
reaffirmed that they are striving to
ensure that the Indo-Pacific is ac-
cessible, dynamic and governed by
international law and bedrock prin-
ciples such as freedom of  naviga-
tion and peaceful resolution of  dis-
putes, and free from coercion,
sending a clear message to China
which is flexing its muscles in the
region and beyond.

In an opinion piece in The
Washington Post after holding the
first  Leaders’  Summit of
Quadrilateral alliance Friday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, US
President Joe Biden, Australian
PM Scott Morrison and Japanese
PM Yoshihide Suga asserted that all

countries should be able to make
their own political choices, free
from coercion.

They said the governments of
India, Japan, US and Australia have
worked closely for years, and Friday,
for the first time in “Quad” his-
tory, they convened as leaders to ad-
vance meaningful cooperation at the
highest level. To strengthen our
quest for a region that is open and
free, we have agreed to partner to
address the challenges presented by
new technologies and collaborate
to set the norms and standards that
govern the innovations of  the future,
the leaders said.

The Quad leaders in the sum-
mit Friday vowed to strive for a
free, open and inclusive region un-
constrained by coercion.

The virtual Quad summit took
place as China and India are in-
volved in a military standoff  along
the Line of  Actual Control (LAC)
in eastern Ladakh since May last
year. China is also engaged in hotly
contested territorial disputes in
both the South China Sea and the
East China Sea. In the East China

Sea, Japan has maritime disputes 
with China. In the opinion piece
after the summit, the leaders said
the cooperation, known as “the
Quad,” was born in crisis. It be-
came a diplomatic dialogue in 2007
and was reborn in 2017. The con-
tinental shelf  off  the coast of
Indonesia shifted two metres
December 2004, creating one of  the
largest tidal waves in modern his-
tory and a nearly unprecedented hu-
manitarian crisis around the Indian
Ocean. With millions displaced and
hundreds of  thousands killed, the
Indo-Pacific region sounded a clar-
ion call for help. Together, our four
countries answered it, they wrote.

‘Committed to open, secure and
prosperous Indo-Pacific region’

China, North Korea
loom as Blinken,
Austin head to Asia
Washington: Threats from China
and North Korea will loom large
over the Biden administration’s
first Cabinet-level trip abroad,
part of a larger effort to bolster US
influence and calm concerns
about America’s role in Asia. A
senior administration said
Saturday that US officials have
tried to reach out to North Korea
through multiple channels since
last month, but have yet to receive
a response, making consultations
with the reclusive country’s
neighbours, Japan, South Korea
and China, all the more critical.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
and Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin are heading to Japan and
South Korea for four days of talks
starting Monday as the
administration seeks to shore up
partnerships with the two key
regional treaty allies.

QUAD SUMMIT

The leaders said the
cooperation, known 

as ‘the Quad’ was 
born in crisis

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lahore, March 14: Amid the on-
going third wave of  the Covid-19
pandemic in Pakistan, a major
lockdown will be imposed in seven
cities in Punjab province start-
ing from Monday onwards.

The lockdown, which comes
after a gap of  one year, will re-
main in force for two weeks in
the cities of  Lahore, Rawalpindi,
Sargodha, Faisalabad, Multan,
Gujranwala and Gujrat, Dawn
news reported Sunday.

According to a statement is-
sued Saturday by the Punjab
provincial government, the major
lockdown will restrict the move-
ment of  the people; there will be
a complete ban on gatherings of  all
kinds for social, religious or other
purposes at any place, public or pri-
vate; marriage and banquet halls,
community centres and marquees
will remain closed; and also a com-
plete ban on indoor and outdoor
dining while only takeaway and
home delivery will be allowed.

The statement also said that
there will be a complete ban on all
kind of  sports, cultural and other
activities and events throughout the
province. Also Saturday, the Punjab
government enforced a smart lock-
down in 36 more localities of  three
cities, including Lahore.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, March 14: London’s
Metropolitan Police force was under
heavy pressure Sunday to explain
its actions during a vigil for a
woman whom one of  the force’s
own officers is accused of  mur-
dering.

Hundreds defied coronavirus
restrictions to gather and protest
violence against women, but the
event ended with clashes between
police and those attending.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said
scenes from Saturday’s vigil in
south London were “upsetting”
and she is seeking a full report on
what happened from the
Metropolitan Police. The capital’s
mayor, Sadiq Khan, said the po-
lice response was “at times nei-
ther appropriate nor proportionate.”

Police were seen scuffling with
some women at the event, and one
woman was seen pinned to the
ground by two officers. Several
women were led away in handcuffs
as other attendees chanted “Shame
on you” at police. The force later said
four people were arrested for vio-
lating public order and coronavirus
regulations.

Defending the force’s actions,
Assistant Commissioner Helen
Ball said “hundreds of  people were
packed tightly together,” posing a

very real risk of  transmitting the
virus. She added that officers had
repeatedly encouraged those at-
tending to leave, but “a small mi-
nority” of  people chanted at po-
lice, pushing and throwing objects.

“We accept that the actions of  our
officers have been questioned,”
Ball said. “We absolutely did not
want to be in a position where en-
forcement action was necessary.
But we were placed in this posi-
tion because of  the overriding need
to protect people’s safety.”

Many of  those attending the
vigil were already wary of  police
because a serving Metropolitan
Police officer, Wayne Couzens, was
charged with the kidnap and mur-
der of  Sarah Everard, a 33-year-
old woman who vanished March 3
while walking home in London.
Her body was found a week later.

The case has sparked a national
outcry and a heated debate on
women’s safety. Organizers had
planned an official vigil at Clapham
Common, a park near where
Everard was last seen alive, but
were forced to cancel the event be-
cause of  COVID-19 restrictions. A
huge crowd turned up Saturday
nonetheless. Jamie Klingler, who
organized the canceled “Reclaim
These Streets” event, blamed police
for denying women their right to
have a silent vigil in the first place. 

London police under
pressure over clashes 
at women’s protest
A serving Metropolitan Police officer was charged with
the kidnap and murder of Sarah Everard, a 33-year-old
woman who vanished March 3 while walking home in
London. The case has sparked a national outcry and a

heated debate on women’s safety

Lockdown in 
7 Pak cities

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Brussels, March 14: Leaders from
five European Union (EU) nations
have called for a debate on the dis-
tribution of  Covid-19 vaccines in 
the bloc.

In a letter sent Saturday to
European Council President Charles
Michel and European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen, the
five EU leaders underscored the
significance of  European solidar-
ity, which guarantees that all EU
members, big and small, will have
equal access to limited resources
such as the Covid-19 vaccines,
Xinhua news agency reported.

The five leaders are Bulgarian
Prime Minister Boyko Borissov,
Austrian Chancellor Sebastian
Kurz, Czech Prime Minister Andrej
Babis, Latvian Prime Minister
Arturs Krisjanis Karins and
Slovenian Prime Minister Janez
Jansa.

They also recalled the conclu-
sions of  the January 21 video con-
ference of  the members of  the
European Council, according to
which the vaccines should be de-
livered simultaneously and should
be distributed proportionately to the
size of  the population in the EU
member countries.

They believed that, if  the prin-

ciple of  proportionality was not
observed, it could lead to very big
differences among the countries,
with some being capable of  reach-
ing herd immunity in a matter of
weeks, while others will fall be-
hind significantly.

In response, the European
Commission said in a statement
Saturday that the allocation of
doses of  vaccines under the
Advance Purchase Agreements
has followed a transparent process.

The Commission agreed with
recent statements by several mem-
ber states that the most equitable
solution for the allocation of  doses
of  vaccines is on the basis of  a pro
rata of  population of  each member
state, said the statement.

This is the solution that the
Commission proposed for all
Advance Purchase Agreements.

It is a fair solution as the virus
strikes equally everywhere, in all
parts of  the EU, it added.

5 EU nations call for
debate on vax sharing

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kathmandu, March 14: At least
eight persons were injured
Sunday when a “pressure cooker
bomb” exploded at a crowded
government office in Siraha dis-
trict’s Lahan in south-eastern
Nepal, according to media re-
ports.

The pressure cooker bomb ex-
ploded on the first floor of  the
Land Revenue Office, Assistant
Chief  District Officer Krishna
Kumar Niraula was quoted as
saying by The Kathmandu Post
newspaper. Eight employees - five
men and three women - of  the
land revenue department were
injured in the blast, the paper
said.

“Three of  the critically injured
are undergoing treatment at
Saptarishi Hospital, Lahan while
the others are admitted at Lahan
Hospital,” said DSP Tapan Dahal.

The Janatantrik Tarai Mukti
Morcha (Revolutionary), an
armed outfit led by Jaya Krishna
Goit, claimed responsibility for
the blast, saying it was part of
the outfit’s “campaign against
corruption”, My Republica news-
paper reported.

“We detonated a pressure
cooker bomb at 12:47 pm as an ac-
tion against corruption,” it said
in a statement hours after the
incident.

More stringent action will be
taken if  corruption continues,
and the Government of  Nepal
and Provincial Government
would be responsible for it, the
statement added.

The Janatantrik Terai Mukti
Morcha is a group agitating for
greater political and economic
rights for the people of  the Terai
plains bordering India.

Earlier, police recovered pam-
phlets published by the outfit
from the site of  the blast. Several
pieces of  pamphlets were found
in such a condition that it is hard
to read what is written on them,
according to police.

“We can, however, see the sig-
nature of  Jaya Krishna Goit,” a
police officer said.

Police has been investigating
the case.

8 injured in
Nepal blast
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At some point, we need
to graduate from our

one-legged approach of relying
solely on Tesla. We are entering
a different phase and we need to
keep an eye on supplying
manufacturers other than Tesla
KAZUHIRO TSUGA | OUTGOING

CEO, PANASONIC CORP

India’s foreign-exchange reserves
surpassed Russia’s to become the
world’s fourth largest, as the South
Asian nation’s central bank continues
to hoard dollars to cushion the
economy against any sudden outflows

INDIA OUTSHINES RUSSIA
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The cruise
industry is
likely to suffer

at least two more
tough years, before
returning to pre-
pandemic levels
around 2023. The cruise company’s
full fleet might be sailing by the end
of 2021 but it will take longer to
recover to pre-crisis revenues

ARNOLD DONALD | CEO, CARNIVAL CORP

of the
day uote 

There are now
more and
more women

on the shop floor,
project sites and
offices. L&T is at the
forefront to create
an enabling environment that offers
women opportunities to try new
things, to push boundaries, to seek
new challenges to succeed and
make their mark

SN SUBRAHMANYAN | CEO & MD, L&T

We are
looking at
more

aggressive numbers
than we had in the
past. We want to be
a more focussed
B2B service provider, providing a
network as a service within a larger
construct or umbrella as a service

UDIT MEHROTRA | CEO, SPECTRA

NTT India to
invest $1.5bn
Mumbai: NTT that has
integrated its three India
units into one entity from this
January, is focusing more on
the data centre space where
it leads the market, getting
three-fourths of the
committed $2 billion capex,
which will see it nearly
double the capacity to 2.5
million sqft, says a senior
official of the Japanese
technology services major.
NTT in India was created
January 1, 2021, by merging
the three businesses.

e-Comm startup to
help small retailers
Kolkata: Magitronix EComm,
a startup firm, is focusing on
buyers in small towns for its
online marketplace and
helping neighbourhood
electronics shop owners who
are not able to get access to
the network of big e-
commerce players, a
company official said Sunday.
The startup firm from West
Bengal has also received
approval from the DPIIT of
the commerce ministry and
will start transactions
through its portal
'Ononya.Com', he said.

Amazon to shut
facility in Canada
Toronto: A Canadian public
health authority has ordered
retail and e-commerce
behemoth Amazon to shut
one of its fulfilment centres
owing to an increase in
Covid-19 caseloads. Peel
Public Health has issued an
order under the Ontario
Health Protection and
Promotion Act to Amazon
Canada to require all
individuals working at "8050
Heritage Road in Brampton to
self-isolate for two weeks
effective March 13, 2021."

India can export
digital sports: MPL
New Delhi: Clarity in
regulations for e-sports will
provide a major boost to the
growing digital sports
industry, helping it tap the
home market as well as woo
gamers across the world,
?Mobile Premier League
(MPL) co-founder Sai
Srinivas has said. Speaking to
PTI, Srinivas said India - with
availability of affordable data
services and growing
smartphone penetration - is
poised to account for roughly
30-35 per cent of the global
consumption of Internet-led
services, including gaming
and e-sports.

SHORT TAKES

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, March 14: Rising risk of
inflationary pressure as shown by
the latest macro economic data will
dent the equities market's upward
trajectory during the week ahead.
Besides, rising bond yields in the US,
expensive valuations and rising
Covid-19 infections will dampen
investors' sentiments, market ob-
servers cited.

"The CPI and IIP numbers that
came out Friday in India could
dampen the equity markets early
next week," HDFC Securities' Retail
Research Head Deepak Jasani said.

"14,862 is a crucial support on
falls for the Nifty while 15,336-15,432
is the resistance band. A fall below
14,862 could result in sharper and
broader sell-off."

Accordingly, the retail inflation,
measured in Consumer Price Index
(CPI) rose to 5.03 per cent in
February from January's rise of
4.06 per cent.

India's factory output, measured
in terms of  the Index of  Industrial
Production (IIP), witnessed a con-
traction of  (-) 1.6 per cent in January.

"While the long term structure of
the market continues to remain
positive, it may face some hurdles
in the near term due to concerns
over the bond yields, commodity
prices and risk of  increase in in-
flation," said Siddhartha Khemka,

Head - Retail Research, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.

"Even Nifty valuation at '21x FY22
EPS' is not inexpensive and de-
mands consistent delivery of  earn-
ings."

At present, crude oil hover over
$68 per barrel. This price level is ex-
pected to exert pressure on the cur-

rency as well as stroke domestic
inflation.

"The core of  the market's worries
is the rising bond yields across de-
veloped markets, especially the US,
the high oil prices which are show-
ing a tendency to hold on to the
higher perches, and the consequent
likely adverse impact on the price

level in many larger economies like
India and China," said Joseph
Thomas, Head of  Research, Emkay
Wealth Management.

"There is an expectation that the
demand for oil could go up by 5 mil-
lion barrels per day, the rise ac-
counted for mainly by China, India,
and East Asia."

Furthermore, bond yields are
expected to remain volatile in the
week ahead.

"The market will be keenly fo-
cusing on the upcoming US Fed
policy meeting scheduled to be held
on the 16th and 17th of  March,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of  Research
at Geojit Financial Services.

"The market is waiting for a con-
firmation from Fed that an ac-
commodative stance will be main-
tained even during an elevated
inflation forecast."

In addition, investors will look for-
ward to the macro-economic data
points of  WPI (Wholesale Price
Index) and India's trade figures.

MARKET WATCH

Inflationary risks: Sombre macros to dent equities 

While the long-term
structure of the market
continues to remain positive,
it may face some hurdles in
the near term due to
concerns over the bond
yields, commodity prices and
risk of increase in inflation
SIDDHARTHA KHEMKA I HEAD, RETAIL
RESEARCH, MOTILAL OSWAL FINANCIAL
SERVICES

No AMC has over
10% exposure to
debt funds: Crisil
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 14: Describing
the Sebi move to cap the exposure
of  mutual funds to tier 1 & 2 bonds
to 10 per cent to mitigate the risks
for retail investors as a positive step,
a Crisil analysis has found that
none of  the AMCs is exposed to the
risk though 36 schemes, mostly
led by banking and PSU funds, do
breach the new threshold.

Additional tier 1 bonds are per-
petual debt instruments that can-
not be redeemed at the option of
the holder and carry fixed coupon.
They are issued by banks which
do not have a maturity date and are,
hence, called perpetuals but have
higher risks. 

On the other hand, additional
tier 2 bonds are one-two notches
above AT 1 bonds of  a bank and
therefore have high loss-absorption
features. 

The Reserve Bank had opened
up these bonds for retail investors
about six years ago, with certain
conditions that ensured investors
were well educated of  the 'loss-
absorbency' risk of  these bonds.
The relatively lower risk in tier 2
bonds compared to tier 1 bonds is
reflected in the ratings.

Udan's 4.1 version
launched, 392 routes
offered for bidding

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 14: To fur-
ther enhance regional air con-
nectivity, the Centre Sunday invited
bids for the 4.1 round of  the RCS-
Udan scheme. Accordingly, the
'Bid Document' has been uploaded
on the Central Procurement por-
tal of  the National Informatics
Centre inviting the bids from in-
terested airlines.

The process is expected to be
completed by six weeks. In a state-
ment, the Ministry of  Civil
Aviation (MoCA) said that some op-
erational flexibilities are extended
to Airlines under the Udan 4.1 to
ensure suitable operation models
to connect smaller cities or
airstrips.

Besides, new routes are pro-
posed under 'Sagaramala Seaplane
Services'.

Furthermore, operations under
NSOP will be allowed for seaplane,
fixed-wing aircraft, Helicopters
for RCS routes awarded under
Udan 4.1.

According to Usha Padhee, Joint
Secretary, MoCA: "Following the
four successful rounds of  bidding,
the special Udan 4.1 bidding round
invites bids for priority routes
which have not been covered under
Udan so far."

"This bidding round also in-
cludes routes specially requested
by the State governments or UT
administrations and earlier can-
celled o terminated routes. We
have observed great demand on
many tier-2 and 3 Udan routes
attesting the necessity along with
essentiality and criticality of
these regional routes. We aim to
equip our country with one of
the strongest air connectivity
networks."

The process was launched on the
commencement of  the 'Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav (India@75)'.

Notably, the scheme envisages
to make air travel affordable and
widespread in the country.

BIZ BUZZ
HDFC Life launches
new brand campaign
Bhubaneswar: HDFC Life, one of India’s
leading life insurers, has launched its latest
brand campaign, ‘Bounce Back’. The
communication conveys how financially
securing one’s future makes things easier
when it comes to charting a new course to success. It is this never-give-up
spirit that has been captured in the latest brand campaign by HDFC Life.
Adding further, Rajdeepak Das, CEO-Chief Creative Officer, South Asia,
said, “These tough times can also present the opportunity to pivot to a
better future. However, the only way one can embrace these changes is
when you are financially secured and well planned. This thought is
poignantly put across in our film which narrates the tale of a couple’s
success and takes us back in time when life dealt them an unexpected
setback and how they overcame it.”

Uber shows signs of
recovery in state
Bhubaneswar: Uber announced that its
mobility business in India was showing
strong signs of recovery on the back of
increasing rider demand for low cost
products Auto and Moto, thereby creating
renewed earning opportunities for drivers on its platform. Uber Auto’s
recovery across India, in terms of gross bookings, has now exceeded pre-
Covid levels with Bhubaneswar showcasing strong growth. With doorstep
pickups, safe and contactless payments, all at affordable prices, Uber Auto
is transforming the traditional street hail model for auto rickshaws in cities
across India. Uber is doubling down to provide drivers on its platform,
improved earnings and optimum utilisation of their time, resulting in
greater financial independence and the economic revival of communities.
The company has made substantial investments to ensure platform safety
to build rider and driver confidence.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 14: Banking op-
erations across the country could
be impacted Monday and Tuesday
as United Forum of  Bank Unions
(UFBU) has given a call for a na-
tionwide strike to protest against
the proposed privatisation of  two
state-owned lenders.

Services such as deposits and
withdrawal at branches, cheque
clearance and loan approvals would
be affected due to the strike.

UFBU, an umbrella body of  nine
unions, in a statement claimed that
about 10 lakh bank employees and
officers of  the banks will partici-
pate in the strike.

Many public sector lenders, in-
cluding State Bank of  India (SBI)
have informed their customers
that their normal working could be
affected at the branches and of-
fices if  the strike materialises.

Banks have also informed that
they are taking necessary steps
for the smooth functioning of  bank
branches and offices.

In the Union Budget presented

last month, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had an-
nounced the privatisation of  two
public sector banks (PSBs) as part
of  the government's disinvestment
plan.

The government has already pri-
vatised IDBI Bank by selling its
majority stake in the lender to LIC
in 2019 and has merged 14 public sec-
tor banks in the last four years.

Conciliation meetings - before
the Additional Chief  Labour
Commissioner on March 4, 9 and
10 - did not yield any positive re-
sult, so the strike stands, All India
Bank Employees Association
(AIBEA) general secretary CH
Venkatachalam said.

NATIONWIDE UNIONS’ STRIKE

Bank ops likely to
remain affected

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 14:As the econ-
omy slowly comes out of  the pan-
demic blues, former RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan Sunday cautioned
that "drastic changes" in India's
monetary policy framework can
upset the bond market as the cur-
rent system has helped in contain-
ing inflation and promoting growth.

Rajan, also a noted economist,
opined that the government's am-
bitious target to make India a USD
5-trillion economy by 2024-25 was
"more aspirational, rather than a
carefully computed one even be-
fore the pandemic".

"I believe the (monetary policy)
framework has helped bring infla-
tion down, while giving the RBI
some flexibility to support the econ-
omy. It is hard to think of  what
would have happened if  we had to
run such large fiscal deficits with-
out such a framework in place,"
Rajan told PTI.

His remarks were in response
to a query on whether he was in
favour of  reviewing the 2-6 per cent
target band for inflation under the
monetary policy framework.

The Reserve Bank of  India (RBI)
has the mandate to maintain retail
inflation at 4 per cent with a mar-
gin of  2 per cent on either side. The
central bank's six-member monetary
policy committee (MPC) headed by
RBI Governor decides on policy
rates keeping this target in mind.

The current medium-term in-
flation target, which was notified
in August 2016, ends on March 31.
The inflation target for the next
five years starting April 1 is likely
to be notified this month.

Against this backdrop, Rajan
said, "We risk upsetting bond mar-

kets if  we make drastic changes
in the framework".

"I think the framework has been
beneficial in bringing down infla-
tion, I don't think it has been costly
in slowing growth, and this is prob-
ably the wrong time to make dras-
tic changes," he pointed out.

With the government embark-
ing on substantial borrowing plans
to boost the coronavirus pandemic-
hit economy, there are concerns
among certain quarters about the
overall financial health, and bond
yields have also been on an upward
trajectory.

The latter trend indicates that gov-
ernment borrowings could become
more costly.

About reform measures, Rajan
said that while the 2021-22 Budget
has placed a lot of  weight on pri-
vatisation, the history of  the gov-
ernment delivering on this is check-
ered, and he wondered how it will
be different this time.

He pointed out that in the latest
Budget, laudably, there is more
transparency about the true extent
of  spending, as well as a degree of
conservatism about budget receipts
that has not been seen in recent
budgets.However, Rajan opined
that the budget is less clear about
revenue raising and the financial
sector actions.

The slow projected pace of  fiscal
consolidation could have been made
more feasible by credible meas-
ures such as a fiscal council and a
debt target, he added. The gov-
ernment has budgeted `1.75 lakh
crore from stake sales in public
sector companies and financial in-
stitutions, including 2 public sec-
tor banks and one general insurance
company for the next fiscal be-
ginning April 1.

‘$5 trillion economy goal more 
aspirational than carefully computed’

We risk upsetting
bond markets if we
make drastic
changes in the

framework. I think the
framework has been
beneficial in bringing down
inflation. I don't think it has
been costly in slowing
growth, and this is probably
the wrong time to make
drastic changes
RAGHURAM RAJAN I FORMER RBI GOVERNOR

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 14: Telecom in-
dustry's revenues continued to
grow for the fifth quarter in a row
during Q3FY21 to ̀ 443 billion, India
Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) said
in a report.

Accordingly, this trend was sup-
ported by the industry-wide tariff
hikes implemented in the last 12-
18 months, increasing penetration
of  high ARPU (average revenue
per user) broadband subscribers,
and increasing subscriber base.

Quoting the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of  India data, the report
said industry-wide revenue con-
tinued to grow for the fifth quarter
in a row in "3QFY21 to ̀ 443 billion".

"Reliance Jio Infocomm contin-
ued to be the largest telecom player
by revenue market share (RMS)
in December 2020 with RMS of  39.3
per cent in 3QFY21, followed by
32.8 per cent RMS of  Bharti Airtel
20.8 per cent RMS of  Vodafone Idea
Limited and a 6.8 per cent market
share of  Bharat Sanchar Nigam."

Besides, the number of  broad-
band subscribers increased to 63 per
cent of  the overall wireless sub-

scriber base in December 2020 from
62 per cent in November 2020 and
47 per cent in March 2019.

"In December 2020, the number
grew by strong 5 million (November
2020: 6.9 million). This along with
a rise in data tariffs reflects that the
Indian telecom industry is mov-
ing towards a higher ARPU regime."

"The tariff  differentials for the pre-
paid and postpaid tariff  plans among
the telcos are already narrowing
down over the past one year."

According to the report, post-
paid tariff  plans by RJio and tar-
iff  hike announced by VIL for se-
lect plans, a few months back,
indicated the inclination of  in-
dustry players towards a higher
ARPU regime in the long run.

‘Merchandise exports
expected to grow 
at 4.9% in Q4 FY21’
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 14: India's
merchandise export is expected to
grow at 4.9 per cent in Q4FY21,
predicted Export-Import Bank of
India in a report. Accordingly, the
report cited that total merchandise
exports can amount to $78.6 billion,
growing at 4.9 per cent.

Similarly, the non-oil exports
are expected to grow. They might
reach $73.9 billion, growing at 12
per cent during the fourth quar-
ter of  2020-21. However, aggregate
exports for 2020-21 are forecast to
amount to $279.4 billion, witnessing
a contraction of  10.8 per cent over
2019-20.

Besides, non-oil exports are
forecast to amount to $256.8 billion,
witnessing a contraction of  5.6
per cent over 2019-20.

"The fall in India's exports of  pe-
troleum products could be at-
tributed largely to the global slump
in demand and especially in the
transportation and logistics sec-
tors," the bank said in a statement.

"Considering the global con-
traction in trade due to pandemic,
non-oil exports from India has
been resilient. Despite serious dis-
ruptions and logistical constraints
exports from India have remained
upbeat."

The forecast is based on India
Exim Bank's Export Leading Index
(ELI) model, which has shown an
upward movement during the
same quarter.

Tariff hikes push
telecom revenue
higher: Ind-Ra

Quoting the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India data, the report
said industry-wide 
revenue continued to
grow for the fifth 
quarter in a row in
“3QFY21 to `443 billion”



AGENCIES

Ahmedabad, March 14: Debutant
Ishan Kishan’s (56, 32b, 5x4, 4x6)
fearless half  century and  skip-
per Virat Kohli’s (73 n o, 49b, 5x4,
3x6) perfectly paced knock set
up a series-levelling seven
wicket win for India in the sec-
ond T20 International against
England here Sunday.
Jharkhand lad Kishan put on
94 runs for the second wicket
with Kohli and looked com-
pletely at home on the big
stage, having played enough
IPL cricket in a similar envi-
ronment. Chase master Kohli
took charge after Kishan’s dis-
missal to power India to victory
with 13 balls to spare.  

Earlier
the Indian
bowlers
put up a
disciplined
effort to re-
strict
England to
164 for six
in 20 overs
after Kohli

opted to
bowl. 

India
did

not

have the
best of  starts in

the chase as they lost
KL Rahul (0) in the
opening over, caught
by Jos Buttler be-
hind the stumps off
left-arm pacer Sam
Curran. However,
Kishan made a for-
midable England
attack look ordi-

nary with his disdainful hitting.
Kishan was caught

plumb in front of  the
wicket by Adil Rashid in
the 10th over but he had done
his job by then. Kohli and Rishabh
Pant (26) then shared 36 runs for the
third wicket before the latter gave
a simple catch to Jonny Bairstow off
Chris Jordan in the 14th over to
raise England’s hopes. 

But it was not to be as Kohli an-
chored the chase perfectly. The skip-
per ended the game with a six off
Jordan. 

“This England side are qual-
ity sit and to beat them you have
to tick all the boxes properly.
Thankfully we did that today.
After the bowlers, Kishan played
some fearless cricket to express
himself  and I hope he continues

to do that in the matches to
come,” Kohli said after the game.
On his part, Kishan said that

he enjoyed batting on the track.
“When I hit Tom Curran for a six,
I knew that I could play on the big
stage. It was a shot that gave me a
lot of  confidence,” Kishan said after
receiving the man of  the match

award.  
Earlier, Indian bowlers pulled

things back brilliantly in the
last five overs just con-

ced-

ing 34
runs. 

Sent  into bat ,
England suffered an early
jolt in the form of  Jos Buttler
(0), who was adjudged leg before
to Bhuvneshwar Kumar in the third
ball of  the innings.

Jason Roy (46, 35b, 4x4, 2x6) and
Dawid Malan (24) shared 63 runs off
47 balls to take the England innings
forward. But the
dangerous-look-
ing partnership
was broken by
Yuzvendra
Chahal (1/34) in
the ninth over
when he trapped
Malan plumb in
front. 

Eoin Morgan
(28), Ben Stokes
(24) and Jonny Bairstow (20) all got
starts, but failed to convert and that
hampered England’s chances. 

Washington (2/29) and Thakur
(2/29) were the pick of  the bowlers
for India. 
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London, March 14: Manchester
City showed their strength in depth
as a much-changed side Saturday
by Pep Guardiola and won 3-0 at
Fulham. The win helped City to
stretch their lead at the top of  the
Premier League to 17 points. All
three goals came in the first 15 min-
utes of  the second half  as John
Stones, Gabriel Jesus and Sergio
Aguero struck to take City ever
closer to a third league title in four
years. Manchester United have two
games in hand on the runaway
leaders, but City need a maximum
of  just 14 points from their final eight
games to claim the title.

“The dynamics of  the season is
good,” said Guardiola. “The sec-
ond half  was so important. It is an
important victory for us and we
are closer,” the Spaniard added. 

Guardiola’s men are still on course
for a historic quadruple of  trophies
this season. Ahead of  their return
to Champions League action
Tuesday against  Borussia
Monchengladbach, the Catalan
coach made seven changes. He rested
key players like Kevin De Bruyne,
Ilkay Gundogan and Riyad Mahrez.

“Sometimes the players don’t
believe me, I want everyone 
involved. Sometimes it is difficult
but everyone has to make a 

contribution to win games and we
will arrive at the end of  the season
fighting as best as possible,”
Guardiola pointed out. 

Scott Parker’s men proved stub-
born opponents for the first 45 min-
utes, but were architects of  their
own downfall in the second period.

All Fulham’s good work was

blown away inside the first two
minutes of  the second half  as Stones
opened the floodgates by latching
onto Joao Cancelo’s free-kick for a
simple finish. Then Jesus controlled
a ricochet off  a Fulham defender to
score the second. Aguero finished
off  the match by converting a
penalty. 

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 14: The pitch
for the day-night Test between India
and England in Ahmedabad has
been given an ‘average’ rating by
the ICC. The rating has helped in
escaping sanctions after the game
got over inside two days on that
controversial surface. 

The ICC in its ‘Rules and
Regulations’ page updated Sunday
the ratings of  all recent games
and the pitch at Motera was rated
‘average’ for the third Test and
‘Good’ for the final Test. It was
rated ‘Very Good’ for the first
T20International. Incidentally, the
pitch at the SCG for the third Test
between India and Australia was
also rated ‘average’. 

India had won the pink-ball game
at the Motera by 10 wickets with
both teams unable to go past 150 on
a rank turner. India made 145 and
49 for no loss and England were
blown away by the Axar Patel jug-
gernaut, folding up for 112 and 81
in their two innings.

A sub-standard pitch could have
attracted sanctions for the refur-
bished Narendra Modi Stadium.

The pitch was a subject of  intense
debate during the four-match series
which India won 3-1 to qualify for
the World Test Championship final.

The second Test in Chennai
where India won to level the se-
ries has also been given ‘average’
rating. However, the first Test pitch
on which England won has been
rated ‘Very Good’ by the ICC. 

The ICC receives a rating on
the performance of  the pitch and
the outfield for every Tests, ODIs
and T20s played between the coun-
tries. Pitches and outfields are
marked after the game has ended
by the ICC match referee on duty
during each series.

Tare, Prithvi script
emphatic Mumbai
victory against UP
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 14: Skipper
Prithvi Shaw (73, 39b, 10x4, 4x6)
played a blazing knock and Aditya
Tare’s (118 n o, 107b) unbeaten
hundred guided Mumbai to their
most deserving Vijay Hazare title
triumph with a crushing six -
wicket victory over Uttar Pradesh
here Sunday.

Opting to bat, UP rode on opener
Madhav Kaushik's unbeaten 158
(156b, 15x4, 4x6) to post 312/4.
However, it was overshadowed by
the Shaw blitzkrieg which set the
platform for Tare to finish off  the
chase with more than eight overs
remaining.

This is Mumbai’s fourth Vijay
Hazare trophy win and the one to
remember for Shaw (827 runs),
who now holds the record for high-
est runs scored in single edition
of  this competition.

Shaw and fel low opener
Yashasvi Jaiswal (29, 30b, 3x4; 1x6)
gave the side an aggressive start
by conjuring 89 runs in 9.1 overs.
And from then on, there was no
looking back.  Tare then just gave
the finishing touches. 
Brief  scores: UP 312/4 (Madhav
Kaushik 158 n o) lost to Mumbai
315/4 in 41.3 overs (Aditya Tare 118
n o, Prithvi Shaw 73, Shivam Mavi
1/63) by six wickets. 

Class act 
Chennai: Tamil Nadu’s CA
Bhavani Devi has become the
first ever Indian fencer to
qualify for the Tokyo Olympic
Games. The sabre fencer
secured a spot in the World
Cup in Hungary after the
hosts lost in the quarterfinals
of the team event, allowing
South Korea to progress to the
semifinal. Bhavani qualified
through the Adjusted Official
Ranking (AOR) Method. “It is a
historic moment as
@IamBhavaniDevi becomes
the 1st ever fencer from India
to qualify for the @Olympics
in women’s individual sabre
segment,” Sports Authority of
India tweeted. 

6-hitting show 
Raipur: The flamboyant
Yuvraj Singh was again in the
news Sunday after hitting
four successive sixes. It
reminded everyone of the six
sixes he hit off Stuart Broad
in a game of the T20 World
Cup in 2007. Playing for the
Indian Legends in the Road
Safety World Series T20 here,
Yuvraj and Sachin Tendulkar
scripted a 57-run win against
their South African
counterparts. India scored
204 for three riding on
Tendulkar’s 60 (37b, 9x4, 1x6)
and Yuvraj’s (52 n o, 22b, 6x6)
and then restricted the
Proteas to 148 for seven. 

Hagler dead
Chennai: One of the most
dominant forces in the boxing
world ‘Marvelous Marvin
Hagler breathed his last,
Saturday. He was 66. This was
announced by his wife Kay on
Hagler’s Facebook page. “I am
sorry to make a very sad
announcement,” she wrote.
“Today unfortunately my
beloved husband ‘Marvelous
Marvin’ passed away unexpec-
tedly at his home here in New
Hampshire,” she added.

Good news 
Mumbai: Actor Geeta Basra
and former Indian cricketer
Harbhajan Singh announced
Sunday they are expecting
their second child. The 37-
year-old Geeta took to
Instagram and shared pictures
with Harbhajan and their four-
year-old daughter, Hinaya
Heer Plaha. The picture
featured their daughter
holding a T-shirt with the
tagline: “Soon to be big sister.”
“Coming soon. July 2021,”
Basra captioned the picture.
Harbhajan and Geeta had tied
the knot in 2015.             AGENCIES

SHORT TAKES CONTROVERSY REGARDING PITCH 

ICC rating comes 
handy for Motera 

The ICC has got the reports
from the match referee for
the pitches used during the
India-England Test series.
However, none of the pitches
got a poor rating
ICC  

City’s title march continues
2ND STRING SIDE ALSO PROVE TOO STRONG FOR FULHAM  

Gabriel Jesus celebrates after scoring the second goal for Manchester City
against Fulham in the Premier League game played Saturday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, March 14: The South
African women's team’s top-order
batswomen fired in unison and
helped their team clinch the five-
match series against India with a
seven-wicket victory in the fourth
ODI here Sunday. 

Chasing 267, Lizelle Lee (69, 75b,
10x4), Laura Wolvaardt (53, 78b,
6x4), Mignon du Preez (61, 55b, 8x4,
1x6) and Lara Goodall (59 n o, 66b,
5x4) shone as the visitors completed
the task in 48.4 overs for an unas-
sailable 3-1 lead in the rubber.

The win meant seasoned Punam
Raut’s (104, 123b, 10x4) third ODI
hundred went in vain. Harmanpreet
Kaur (54, 35b, 7x4, 1x6) and skipper
Mithali Raj’s (45, 71b) knocks also

failed to stop the South Africans. 
After India finished their in-

nings on 266 for four in 50 overs, the
Proteas came roaring back with

Lee and Wolvaardt putting on a
116-run opening stand. Even

though they fell in quick succes-

sion, Du Preez and Goodall fin-
ished the job without much fuss. 

Earlier, the 31-year-old Raut bat-
ted brilliantly . She and Raj put on
103 runs for the third wicket to res-
cue India from 61 for two. Later
Kaur’s blitzkrieg took India past the
260-run mark. 

Later after the game, Raj said
that the bowlers lacked preparation
coming into the series. “Even if
we scored more than 266, it would-
n’t be enough, the way the South
Africans batted. Our bowling de-
partment did not fire at all,” Raj said.
Brief  scores: India eves 266 for 4
(Poonam Raut 104 n o, Harmanpreet
Kaur 54) lost to South Africa eves
269 for 3 in 48.4 overs (Lizelle Lee
69, Mignon du Preez 61, Lara Goodall
59 n o) by seven wicket.  

SOUTH AFRICA CLINCH ODI SERIES 

Clinical Proteas
stun Indian eves 

Punam Raut

Unique feat 
Lucknow: Mithali Raj added
another feather to her Sunday
cap by becoming the first player
to complete 7,000 runs in
women’s ODI cricket during the
game against South Africa here.
It was her 213th ODI.
“Magnificent Mithali!
#TeamIndia ODI skipper
becomes the first woman
cricketer to score 7000 ODI runs.
What a performer she has
been!” the BCCI tweeted. The
38-year-old made her
international debut in 1999. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 14: Sushree
Dibyadarshini (4/34) bowled bril-
liantly while Sarita Meher (61) and
Madhuri Mehta (60 n o) hit half
centuries as Odisha crushed
Hyderabad by nine wickets Sunday
in a match of  the women’s Senior
ODI cricket tournament. The game
was played in Surat.

Odisha won the toss and put
Hyderabad into bat and bowled
them out for 159 in 46.4 overs.
Sushree was well-supported by
Madhushmita Behera (3/37) and
Priyanka Priyadarshini (2/21). Except
for Mamtha Kanojia (34), none of
the other Hyderabadi batswomen
could offer any resistance against
some steady Odisha bowling.

When Odisha batted both
Madhuri and Sarita played strokes
all round the wicket as they reached
the victory target of  160 for one in
42.3 overs 

SUSHREE, DEBASHIS HONOURED 
Odisha cricketers Debashis

Samantray and Sushree
Dibyadarshini were honoured with
the Men’s and Women’s Cricketer
of  the Year Award’ at a function or-
ganised by Saheed Sporting Club

here Sunday.  
The panel chose the two for their

outstanding performances in 2020-
21 season. A left-handed batsman,

Debashis scored 535 runs including
two centuries and and an identical
number of  50s at an average of
53.50 in 12 innings in eight matches

in the Ranji Trophy. He became
the 28th cricketer to receive the
award from the club.

Similarly, Sushree’s perform-
ance was also equally noteworthy.
She scored 204 runs in national
ODI tournament and took 16 wick-
ets. She also played for India-B in
the Senior Women’s T-20 Challenger
Trophy. There she picked seven
wickets in four matches. 

Her performance was also re-
markable in the Emerging Asia
Cup and T-20  Emerging
Quadrilateral Competitions.

Both of  them received a cheque
of `31,000, a citation and a trophy.
However, Sushree was not able to
receive the award in person as she
is currently representing Odisha in
the Senior ODI tournament. 

A number of  dignitaries in-
cluding Bhubaneswar MLA Anant
Narayan Jena were present at the
awards function. 

OFFICIALS APPOINTED 
Nishan Jyoti Mohanty has been

appointed as the technical official
and Rajen Ekka as an umpire in the
1st Hockey India Junior Women’s
Academy National Championship
2021 to be played here March 17 to
March 26. 

EASY WIN FOR ODISHA WOMEN 

Debashis Samantray and Sushree Dibyadarshini’s mom  pose with the 
trophies along with other dignitaries during the award ceremony, Sunday 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Doha,  March 14: Nikolo z
Basilashvili defeated Roberto
Bautista Agut 7-6(7-5), 6-2 in the
final of  the Qatar Open for his
fourth career ATP title
here late  Saturday
evening. The Georgian
earned the first two break-
points at 3-2 in the sec-
ond set, and he took his
chance before going on
to close out the match in
90 minutes.

Basilashvili had only
won two matches from
his previous 16 going into
the event, but he saved a match
point to defeat Roger Federer in
the quarterfinals. “I had zero ex-
pectations, for sure, to win (the)
tournament,” said Basilashvili,
who has now won his last four finals. 

MUGURUZA TRIUMPHS 
In Dubai, Garbiñe Muguruza

ended her almost two-year wait
for a title with a 7-6(8-6), 6-3 win
against Barbora Krejcikova in the
final of  the Dubai Open. “It means
a lot,” the ninth-seeded Muguruza
said.” It’s never easy to win a title,”

added the Spaniard.
In her third attempt

at a title this season,
the former No. 1 hit
seven aces and saved
seven of  the nine
breakpoints she faced
to beat Czech doubles
specialist Krejcikova.

It was Muguruza’
first title since win-
ning at Monterrey in

April 2019. Muguruza lost the
Qatar Open final last week to Petra
Kvitova and the Yarra Valley
Classic final last month to Ash
Barty. Overall, it was Muguruza’s
eighth career singles title, in-
cluding two Grand Slam titles at
Roland Gar ros  in  2016  and
Wimbledon in 2017.

TENNIS ROUND-UP 

BASILASHVILI BAGS 
FOURTH ATP TITLE 

At a glance
Nikoloz Basilashvili 

bt Bautista Agut 
7-6(7-5), 6-2

Garbiñe Muguruza bt
Barbora Krejcikova 

7-6(8-6), 6-3

DISCIPLINED EFFORT BY INDIAN BOWLERS TO RESTRICT VISITORS

KOHLI, KISHAN CONQUER ENGLAND 

ISHAN KISHAN

R-56

B-32

4s-5

6s-4 

VIRAT KOHLI

Runs-73 n o

Balls-49

4s-5

6s-3

BRIEF SCORES 

England 164 for 6 
(Jason Roy 46, Washington Sundar

2/29, Shardul Thakur 2/29) 
lost to India 166 for 3 in 17.5 overs

(Virat Kohli 73 n o, Ishan Kishan 56) 
by seven wickets.   

Ishan Kishan 2nd Indian
batsman to score half century
on T20I debut, the first being

Ajinkya Rahane  
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