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Odia film actor Mahima Das plays a woman of
substance in her next Prema Re Padili
Prathama Thara

PUSHING BOUNDARIES
The Tokyo Paralympics begins with the central
theme of ‘We Have Wings’ in a colourful
opening ceremony 

PARALYMPICS KICKS OFF

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

Western allies will not be able to fly every Afghan
before the United States’ planned August 31
withdrawal deadline INTERNATIONAL | P10

EVACUATION STUMBLES

VOLUME 11, ISSUE 145 | www.orissapost.com

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

A travel advisory for your colleagues asking
them to avoid Maharashtra. There people are

being booked for foul language
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MARKET WATCH

Daspalla: In a shocking incident, a woman hacked her son to death
at Nahakpada village under this police limits in Nayagarh district,
Tuesday. The deceased was identified as Basant Behera, 40, son of
Sarojini and Panchua Behera. He was allegedly of unsound mind
and was regularly assaulting and abusing his mother over trivial
issues. The accused took the extreme step after she allegedly got
fed up with the repeated assaults and abuses by her son. She made
up her mind to get rid of Basant and hacked him to death. Police
registered a case and picked up the accused for interrogation. 

Malkangiri: Malkangiri District Collector Vishal Singh Tuesday canceled
tenders for 48 mining leases for minor minerals. Reports said, the cancel-
lation was done following the recommendation of the Revenue Divisional
Commissioner. It may be mentioned here that Singh’s predecessor
Yeddula Vijay had been accused of taking boxes containing tender papers
to his house. Earlier, former MP and Odisha Pradesh Congress Committee
(OPCC) working president Pradip Majhi had alleged that Vijay had
received kickbacks worth crores of rupees and an SUV from CH Venugopal
of Andhra Pradesh for awarding him the lease of seven stone quarries. 

48 MINING LEASE TENDERS CANCELLED WOMAN HACKS SON TO DEATH 

Petrol and diesel 
prices cut again
AGENCIES/PNN

New Delhi, August 24: A day
after keeping petrol and diesel
prices unchanged, the oil market-
ing companies (OMC) Tuesday re-
duced fuel prices further in line with
the downward movement of  global
oil and product prices.

The pump price of  petrol and
diesel was cut 15 paise per litre to
`101.49 a litre and `88.92 a litre re-
spectively in Delhi. Across the coun-
try, fuel prices were cut between 10-
20 paise per litre but its retail rate
varied depending on the level of
local taxes. Petrol prices in Mumbai
and Kolkata are now at `107.53 and
`101.82 per litre respectively while in
Chennai, petrol is priced at `99.20. 

Petrol: `102.37 (-0.19)

Diesel: `96.97 (-0.15)

CITY FUEL PRICES 

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 24: A day
after Bihar Chief  Mminister Nitish
Kumar demanded a cast-based cen-
sus, the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) de-
manded a central law to remove 50
per cent cap on reservation.

Senior BJD leaders and state
ministers Ranendra Pratap Swain
and Arun Kumar Sahoo held a
joint press conference here Tuesday,
on this issue. Swain demanded leg-
islation of  a central law to remove
the 50 per cent cap on reservation
and conducting of  caste-based cen-
sus for other backward castes (OBC)
or socially and educationally back-

ward classes (SEBCs).
"More than 50 per cent of

Odisha's population belong to OBC
and SEBC. However, reservation at
the rate of  half  of  their population,
cannot be provided to them be-
cause the ceiling fixed by the
Supreme Court," Swain said.

To remove the cap set by the
court, conduct of  caste-based cen-
sus is needed, he said. "Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik had ear-
lier raised the issue and today, we
are reiterating the same. NDA's al-
lies also have raised this issue. It
will help to ascertain the actual
population of  backward classes
and subsequently, their develop-
ment can be initiated," the BJD
leader demanded. Stating hike in
reservation and caste census are two
sides of  a coin, Sahoo said, "Due to

the capping by courts, OBC popu-
lation of  Odisha are deprived of  get-
ting the reservation benefits and fac-
ing difficulties." Various political
parties with allegiance to the BJP
have raised their voice in support
of  repealing the 50 per cent cap
on the reservation. The silence of
BJP leaders on this issue shows
its apathy towards other backward
classes, he said. However, the Odisha
chief  minister is committed to giv-
ing justice to OBCs in the state, he
added. State BJP OBC Morcha pres-
ident Surath Biswal said his party
is not silent on this issue. The state
has set up a commission to identify
the OBC/SEBC people, following the
intervention by Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. Instead,
the BJD government has failed to
protect the rights of  OBCs. 

BJD demands law to
scrap 50% quota cap

AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 24: Not enough
data has been generated locally to
decide on the need for a booster dose
of  COVID-19 vaccine for those fully
inoculated, say experts amid the pos-
sibility of  a third wave of  the viral
disease hitting the country be-
tween September and October.

An expert panel set up by an in-

stitute under the Ministry of  Home
Affairs (MHA) has predicted that
the third wave of  COVID-19 can
hit the country anytime between
September and October and sug-
gested significantly ramping up
the vaccination pace.

The World Health Organisation
has, however, sought a two-month
halt on administering booster shots
of  COVID-19 vaccines in view of  se-
verely constrained vaccine avail-
ability around the globe.

"India will decide on booster
dose based on scientific evidence
generated locally. Studies are al-
ready underway to determine the
need and timing of  booster for cur-
rently used vaccines in the country,"
said Dr N K Arora, chairman of

the COVID-19 working group of
NTAGI. The need for booster doses
will be determined by the epi-
demiology of  the Covid infection in
the country besides the durability

of  protection provided by the cur-
rent dosage regime of  the vaccines.
"Any booster dose regime has also
to ensure that adverse events are not
associated with boosting," Arora

said. AIIMS Director Randeep
Guleria said there is no definite
evidence to suggest currently that
there is a need to give booster shots
to those who have been vaccinated
in the past. 

"Current data suggests that the
vaccines are effective in prevent-
ing severe disease and death in
those who have been vaccinated,
even against the Delta variant.
"Also, we should vaccinate those
who have not even received a sin-
gle dose and are in the high risk cat-
egory first so as to prevent severe
disease and death in the upcoming
wave. Currently, booster shots are
not needed and as more data emerges
it will be clear when and what type
of  booster shot is required," he said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24:  The
Board of  Secondary Education
(BSE) Tuesday declared results of
the offline matriculation exam
2021. As per the results, 80.83 per
cent students passed the annual
high school certificate (HSC) ex-
amination on the offline mode. 

The exams were conducted from
July 30 to August 5 at 504 centres
where more than 15,136 students ap-
peared for the offline exam after
they were not satisfied with the
marks awarded to them through an
alternative assessment method. 

Out of  them, around 6,620 stu-
dents applied for HSC examina-
tion while 8,493 students for state
open school certificate examination

and 66 for Madhyama examina-
tion

In the HSC exams, 5,233 students
cleared the tests while 141 failed.
3100 boys and 2133 girls passed the
examination.  According to BSE, 42
students secured A1 grade, 255 A2,
348 B1, 458 B2, 599 C, 846 D, 2685 E
and 141 got grade F. 

The board said the grades of  271
students have improved in com-
parison to the grades they had re-
ceived in the alternative assess-
ment method. However,  459
students’ grades have reduced as
compared to the alternative marks. 

Meanwhile, in open school cer-
tificate examination, out of  8,493
students who applied for the exam,
6209 students passed the test with
a pass percentage of  74.3 percent.

AGENCIES

New Delhi ,  August  24:  A
Ukrainian plane that arrived in
Afghanistan to evacuate Ukrainians
has been hijacked by unidentified
people who flew it into Iran,
Ukraine's Deputy Foreign Minister
Yevgeny Yenin said Tuesday.

Last Sunday, our plane was hi-
jacked by other people. On Tuesday,
the plane was practically stolen
from us, it flew into Iran with an
unidentified group of  passengers
onboard instead of  airlifting
Ukrainians. Our next three evac-
uation attempts were also not suc-
cessful because our people could not
get into the airport, he said, Tass
reported.

According to him, the hijackers
were armed. However, the deputy
minister did not report anything
about what happened to the plane

or whether Kiev would seek to get
it back or how the Ukrainian citi-
zens got back from Kabul, onboard
of  this practically stolen plane or
another one sent by Kiev. Yenin
only underlined that the whole
diplomatic service headed by
Foreign Minister Dmitry Kuleba
had been working in the crash test
mode the whole week.

On Sunday, a military transport
plane with 83 people onboard, in-
cluding 31 Ukrainians, arrived
from Afghanistan to Kiev. The pres-
idential office reported that 12
Ukrainian military personnel re-
turned home, while foreign re-
porters and public figures who re-
quested help were also evacuated.
The office also added that around
100 Ukrainians are still expecting
evacuating in Afghanistan.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24: The
four power distribution compa-
nies (discoms) in Odisha have in-
curred a loss of  `5899 crore be-
tween 2014-15 and 2019-20. Union
minister of  power and new & re-
newable energy RK Singh told this
in Parliament recently.

The four discoms—Cesu, Nesco,
Southco and Wesco have reported
a loss to the tune of  `882 crore in
2014-15, `931 crore in 2015-16, `913
crore in 2015-16, ̀ 792 crore in 2016-
17, `1539 crore in 2017-18 and `842
crore in 2018-19.

Cesu suffered a loss of  `2,323
crore in six years while Wesco re-
ported a loss of  ̀ 1,464 crore, Southco
`1,284 crore and Nesco ̀ 827 crore.
Tata Power has taken over all four
discoms in the state. 

As per information made avail-
able by Power Finance Corporation
(PFC), the financial losses of  power
distribution utilities in all states have
dropped from ̀ 54,558 crore in 2014-
15 to `32,898 crore in 2019-20.

`5,899 cr loss by
discoms in 6 yrs 81% students pass

HSC offline exam 

Ukrainian plane
hijacked in Kabul
nThe Ukrainian plane that
arrived in Afghanistan to
evacuate Ukrainians was
hijacked by armed 
miscreants and flown to Iran

Not enough data in India to decide on booster dose
nMany countries in the
world are going full speed to
deliver booster doses to peo-
ple fully-vaccinated. However,
India still doesn’t have enough
data to take a stand on this

n The BJD is backing the BJP
on the issue of raising the 50 pc
quota cap set by the Supreme
Court. The saffron party is
doing this with an eye on UP
elections while the BJD govt
has failed to fill up a
humungous number of vacan-
cies that are reserved for SCs,
STs & OBCs in the state

HEADED FOR SALE : A Rajasthani camel trader with his camels at the Parbatsar cattle fair where animals like camels, cows, buffaloes, horses and bulls are sold or traded at Parbatsar in Nagaur district, Tuesday

AGENCIES

Mumbai, August 24: In a big re-
lief, a Raigad magistrate late
Tuesday granted bail to arrested
Union MSME Minister Narayan
Rane in a case pertaining to his
'slap slur' against Maharashtra
Chief  Minister Uddhav Thackeray.

The development came around
8 hours after Rane's dramatic ar-
rest by police from his camp in
Sangameshwar, Ratnagiri, from
where he was whisked off  to a
Raigad court late in the evening.

The central minister was nabbed
- a first ever for the state - after
multiple cases were filed against
him in various districts for his
'slap slur' targeting Thackeray.

Leader of  Opposition Pravin
Darekar and others welcomed the
verdict, saying it was on expected
lines as Rane's arrest was illegal
and it was a politically motivated case.
BJP leader Sudhir Mungantiwar
termed it as a victory of  democ-
racy and a defeat of  the 'Talibani men-
tality' of  the government.

Narayan Rane 
granted bail



Ma s t er C o u t u ri er  Ma n i s h
Malhotra opened the second
digital edition of  India Couture

Week 2021 streamed on Fashion Design
Council of  India’s (FDCI) official

handles across social media
platforms. The designer’s
bridal edit Nooraniyat, is

a representa-
tion of  his
signature

style - -  ex-
quisite crafts-

manship,
larger-than-life
glamour, and
voluminous sil-
houettes.

One can’t ex-
pect anything
less than perfec-
t i o n  f ro m  a
Manish Malhotra
production, and
the couture film

embodied everything the brand stands
for. Lehengas in customary bridal reds
dominated the collection, soft peaches and
lustrous gold finished with Malhotra’s
preferred zardozi, badla and sequin em-
broideries added the glamour quotient.
The couture film focused on brides across
ages and regions sending an important
message to his audience. The film cap-
tured many moods of  a wholesome Indian
wedding celebration and a bride who
rather than playing demure, is seen en-
joying her big day.

Hindi film star Kriti Sanon turned
muse for the bridal edit looking radi-
ant in an elaborate lehenga, along with
models styled impeccably with polki
and floral jewellery. The spectacular set-
ting at the Leela Palace Hotel in New
Delhi, old-school wedding music by Hari
and Sukhmani, along with and models
like Noyonika Chatterjee and Sakshi
Sindwani were the other highlights of  
his showcase.

“My bridal edit is an amalgamation of

moods and emotions of  the brides and
over the years of  creating their dream
outfits and interacting with them, I in-

advertently got drawn into those in-
triguing memories and decided to 
capture it all,” said Malhotra.

New Delhi: Actress Maanvi Gagroo is often
hailed as the ‘web queen’. The OTT protege
rose to fame with web series Pitchers and
Tripling.

Her latest short film Marriage 2.0, part of  the
anthology series Kaali Peeli Tales, is receiving

good reviews.
She says, “Anthologies are an extremely snackable

format. You can just watch one entire thing and you
can get a sense of  completeness also.”

Sharing about her character  in Marriage 2.0 Maanvi
adds, “It’s an urban take on marriage. Both the part-
ners are working and very busy in their lives.
Malini is worried that at some point their mar-
riage will get boring. What if  they get attracted
to someone?”

She continues, “And then the husband
gets attracted to someone. When she
meets her husband's crush she gets

jealous. It’s a very fun and sweet
take on relationships.”

Maanvi has proven her mettle
with her versatile acting skills
in web series like Four More

Shots Please! and Made in Heaven
and more recently in films like

Ujda Chaman and Shubh Mangal
Zyada Savdhaan. IANS

Mumbai:Top star Akshay Kumar brought
a big smile to a fan’s face while promoting
his latest release Bell Bottom on The Kapil
Sharma Show.

In a segment, when Kapil asked the au-
dience members who is the one person
they would like to get hijacked with, a fan
quickly replied Shah Rukh Khan.

The female fan even professed that she
wants to get married to a person like Shah
Rukh. In order to fulfil her wish of  speak-
ing to Shah Rukh, Akshay dialled
Shah Rukh’s number only to find
that his number was switched off.

The fan hilariously asks Akshay
to dial Shah Rukh’s wife Gauri
Khan’s number which leaves every-
one including the cast of  Bell
Bottom in splits.

Along with Akshay, actors
Vaani Kapoor,  Huma
Qureshi and producer
Jackky Bhagnani were pres-
ent on the show, hosted by
comedian Kapil Sharma.

Archana Puran Singh,
Krushna Abhishek,
Bharti  Singh,
Chandan
Prabhakar and
Kiku Sharda
among many oth-
ers make a come-
back on the
show. IANS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: After
winning hearts in movies
like Chal Tike Dusta Heba
and Love You Priya, Odia
actress Mahima Das will
be seen playing a woman
of  substance in her next
P re m a  R e  P a d i l i
Prathama Thara. 

Sharing about her char-
acter, she says “I am play-
ing Nandini who falls for
K r i s h n a  ( p l aye d  by
Chandan) after spending
a few hours on social
media.  However, Krishna,
doubting her integrity,
deserts her when she gets
pregnant. Though shat-

tered, Nandini vows to
fight back, for her as well
as her baby’s rights. The
graph of  my character
shoots from a helpless
woman to a woman of
substance and strength
who stands for her
rights, raises voice
against injustice and
fights for her self-re-
spect.”

Apart from Chandan
and Mahima, the movie
f e at u re s  D e b i  B a r i k ,
Manisha Mishra, Suhana
Kar, Namita, Jitendra
Ojha and Lipun in piv-
otal roles. 

Directed by Muralidhar
Mallick and produced by

Srikanta Samal, the movie
has its music scored by
Gyana Behera. IANS

P2 SOFIA VERGARA ‘EDUCATED’ 
HERSELF AFTER CANCER SCARE

leisure
Modern Family star Sofia Vergara was diagnosed
with thyroid cancer at the age of 28 but handled
the shock news by educating herself. “ When
you're young and you hear that word ‘Cancer,’
your mind goes to so many places but I tried not
to panic and I decided to get educated,” she said.

Actress Angelina Jolie, who has completed
humanitarian work as a Special Envoy for the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, says she is ‘ashamed’ of her
country’s manner of departure and feels the US
has been ‘diminished’ by the events in
Afghanistan, reports femalefirst.co.uk
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AQUARIUS
Today, you will iron out any
trouble with ease. But you
may choose to play martyr and shoulder a
bit of blame. That's quite a lot to do for
others, even if it is done out of compas-
sion. You may think you are setting stan-
dards for others to follow, says Ganesha,
but that may not be the case.

PISCES
Some conflicts could crop
up in the morning on the
domestic front. However,
they will cease to be a cause of annoy-
ance as the day progresses. Come
evening and you will be in as fine a mood
as you ever were, ready to spend time
basking in the affection of your near and
dear ones, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
The winds of fortune will
usher in your dreams and
make them come true. Be
careful not to go overboard with your
foresightedness, lest they be marked
delusions, warns Ganesha. 

LIBRA
Your instincts are at their
peak today. Generally, this
means a lot of good, but for
you, it may also mean having to put up
with the trouble of small things both-
ering you in a big way. So, it becomes
highly important for you to remain bal-
anced and focused. 

SCORPIO
Investing in real estate
could yield maximum prof-
its today, says Ganesha. An
unusual gain from speculative trade is
also on the cards. But you may need to
spend time in the waiting room, before
a more profitable opportunity comes
by. You may just reinvent yourself to a
happier self and savour every moment
of life, predicts Ganesha.

LEO
The discomfort similar to
the fish-out-of-water syn-
drome will be a thing of the
past, as today you will be quite flexible
and would want to remain on the move,
says Ganesha. So much so that you may
even begin to feel bound by the environ-
ment in your office. 

VIRGO
Razor-sharp and aesthetic
to the last cell in your body,
entertain and enthral peo-
ple with your guile, especially at a
social do, says Ganesha. But conserve
that zest and save the time to pay due
attention to matters of supreme
importance, warns Ganesha.

GEMINI
Today, you are likely to
remain transparent in all
your dealings, forecasts
Ganesha. You can be optimistic about
your chances of success if you choose to
propose to that special someone. The day
will bring more pleasure than pain.

CANCER
There is something different
about today. It is unlike any
other day. Just when you
will start believing that there is nothing
great about the day, it will spring a sur-
prise. There have been days where life
has thrown carrots at you; then there
have been days when it has hurled brick-
bats. Today, you will be on the receiving
end of countless kisses.

ARIES
You may be alone, but not
necessarily lonely. You may
want to listen to your inner
voice, and express your true self creative-
ly. Spend the evening with a loved one
who can hear the music in your silence
too, suggests Ganesha.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Today is a day of closure.
You may find yourself on the
winning side of things, says
Ganesha. Pending projects will reach
completion and you will achieve satisfac-
tion and success in education. With a lit-
tle extra effort, you can build a castle
from stone. Ganesha wishes you a cheer-
ful and colourful day.

CAPRICORN
It may seem too far-fetched,
but your boss will bank on
your brilliance and
unmatched abilities to get respite
from the existing problems, says
Ganesha. Moreover, much to the dis-
may of your rivals, you will have your
way and gain popularity by winning
the hearts of your clients. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

‘I AM ASHAMED AS AN AMERICAN’

Anthologies are 
a ‘snackable’ 
format: Maanvi

Akshay calls 
SRK to fulfil 
fan’s wish 

Mahima plays woman 
of substance in her next

Manish Malhotra opens India Couture Week 2021

Models showcasing Manish’s bridal collection

Hindi film star Kriti Sanon turned muse for the bridal 

collection, looking radiant in an elaborate lehenga, along with

models styled impeccably with polki and floral jewellery
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HOMAGE TO LAWYER 
Justice Bidyut Ranjan
Sarangi and other
dignitaries unveil a portrait
of senior lawyer Ganeswar
Rath at Orissa High Court
Bar Association Hall in
Cuttack, Tuesday 

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 21,36,36,980  19,11,97,420 44,59,009  

India 3,24,74,773  3,17,20,112  4,35,110  

Odisha 10,02,323  9,87,369  7,493    

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

PNN/AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 24: In what
could be seen as a sigh of  relief, the
state has been witnessing decline
in Covid-19 cases for the last six con-
secutive days.

Odisha’s Covid-19 tally rose to
10,02,323 Tuesday as 625 more peo-
ple, including 80 children, tested pos-
itive for the infection, while 67
fresh fatalities pushed the state's
coronavirus death toll to 7,493, a
Health department official said.

Odisha has been witnessing a
decline in fresh cases for six con-
secutive days. The state reported
761 infections Monday, 853 Sunday,
911 Saturday, 986 Friday and 1,041
Thursday.

As many as 366 new cases were re-
ported in quarantine centres, while
the remaining 259 infections were de-
tected during contact tracing, he
said, adding that the single-day pos-
itivity rate stood at 1.16 per cent.

Khurda district, under which
Bhubaneswar falls, registered the
highest number of  new cases at
214, followed by Cuttack (56) and
Balasore (50). Cuttack recorded
the highest number of  fresh fatal-
ities at 20, followed by Jagastinghpur
(14) and Dhenkanal (8). Fifty-three
coronavirus patients have died due
to comorbidities so far.

Odisha now has 8,443 active
cases, said the Health department
sources. Khurda remains in red
zone with 3,268 active cases, while
Cuttack is in yellow zone with 1,084
infections. The remaining 28 dis-
tricts fall under green zone, the of-
ficial said.

A total of  9.86 lakh people have

recovered from the disease so far,
including 1,072 Monday.

The state has thus far tested
over 1.75 crore samples for Covid-
19, including 53,527 Monday, he
said, adding that the cumulative pos-
itivity rate stood at 5.69 per cent.
Odisha has so far inoculated over
2.07 crore people, of  whom 48.96
lakh have received both doses.

Meanwhile, a day after the

Odisha government opened the
doors of  the Puri Srimandir for
devotees,  the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
Tuesday made the production of
fully vaccinated certificates manda-
tory for entering shrines in the
state capital.

A notification issued by the BMC
said that the decision was taken
in view of  the prevailing pandemic
situation. “A person producing the
hard copy or a soft copy (of  the
fully vaccinated certificate) will be
enough for allowing him/her in-
side the institutions,” it said.

The BMC enforcement team will
conduct frequent checks to ensure
strict adherence to the Covid norms. 

Any institution found violating
these provisions will not be al-
lowed to function, the notification
said. While many temples reopened
Tuesday, the famed Lingaraj Temple
and Iskcon Temple will open their
doors for the devotees September 1.

POLITICKLE BY MANJULDip in infections for
6th consecutive day 
ODISHA REPORTS 625 FRESH COVID-19 CASES, INCLUDING 80 CHILDREN,

AND 67 FATALITIES; DAILY POSITIVITY RATE AT 1.16 PER CENT

post news network

Bhubaneswar, August 24: The
Congress party Tuesday alleged
that six Odia migrants, who were
found dead in a prawn farm at
Guntur in Andhra Pradesh (AP)
July 30, had been murdered and at-
tempts were made to portray the in-
cident as an accident.

Addressing a presser here,
Congress leader Pradeep Majhi
criticised the state government
and shared the findings of  a com-
mittee of  the party that had visited
the spot recently.  

Majhi produced several photo-
graphs of  the site and alleged that
the migrant labourers had been
murdered in the prawn farm. He
sought a proper investigation into
the incident  by the Odisha 
government. 

“The owner of  the farm who
had employed child labourers is

yet to be booked by police. We failed
to understand what kind of  inves-
tigation has been carried out in
this regard. Our fact-finding team
visited the site and tried to collect
details of  the incident. Chemicals
and toxic materials had been stored
in the room where the migrant
labourers were sleeping at night. We
want to know as to why they were
allowed to spend night in such haz-
ardous condition,” Majhi said.

The Congress leader further

said, “It is suspected that the mi-
grants were trying to return to
Odisha but they were forced to
stay in the prawn farm by the man-
agers and other employees. Our
findings suggested that the mi-
grants from Odisha were mur-
dered. But, it was shown as 
an accident.”

Majhi claimed that the state gov-
ernment has failed to arrest the
agent who had taken child labour-
ers to AP. “The governments have

sat silent by announcing compen-
sation for the deceased’s kin. This
is unfortunate. The owner of  the
farm and the governments of
Andhra and Odisha have tried to
downplay the incident,” he said.

Majhi said Congress workers
would gherao the sub-division of-
fice at Gunupur and approach the
Supreme Court if  the state gov-
ernment does not initiate a proper
investigation into the incident.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24: A day
after Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) allowed reli-
gious institutions to reopen for
general public, it issued another
order Tuesday saying only fully
vaccinated people can have access
to the shrines in the Capital city. 

The civic body, following a three-
month hiatus, had allowed all re-
ligious institutions to reopen
Monday, with certain set of  in-
structions. However, anticipating
a rise in footfall due to upcoming
festivals like Janmashtami, Ganesh
Puja and Durja Puja, the BMC
added an additional rider for the
shrine visitors. 

“Considering the current pan-
demic situation and vaccination
coverage, it is hereby decided that
those, who have been fully vacci-
nated, will only be allowed inside
religious institutions like tem-
ples/ mosques/ church/ gurd-
waras etc," the BMC said in its
notification. 

“This condition is over and above
all other stipulations mentioned

in the aforementioned guideline.
Authorities of  all religious insti-
tutions have been asked to ensure
this at their levels during the func-
tioning of  their institutions. A per-
son producing the hard copy of
the certificates received on his/her
cellphone will be enough for al-
lowing him/her inside the insti-
tutions,” the notification added. 

Furthermore, the BMC author-
ities also mentioned that its en-

forcement teams will conduct fre-
quent and surprise checks to ensure
the adherence of  the guidelines.
Any institution found violating
these provisions will be viewed se-
riously and the religious shrine
concerned will not be allowed to 
operate. 

The new set of  instructions are
also said to be applied for Lingaraj
and Iskcon temples which are ex-
pected to reopen September 1. The

Iskcon at Nayapalli here is mega
attraction for devotees during Sri
Krishna Janmashtami. 

Notably, the National Institute of
Disaster Management (NIDM) has
recently predicted outbreak of  a
third wave of  the pandemic anytime
between September and October in
its high-level report to the PMO. 

Following this, the state gov-
ernment is learnt to have asked
the authorities to maintain utmost
vigil at public places.

Puri beach witnesses a crowd, Tuesday, days after the easing of Covid restrictions by the state government OP PHOTO

Shrine entry only for fully vaccinated: BMC 
Anticipating a rise in footfall in

City’s religious institutions 
owing to upcoming festivals 

like Janmashtami, Ganesh Puja 
and Durja Puja, the BMC added 

an additional rider for the visitors

BMC’s enforcement teams will
conduct frequent and surprise

checks to ensure the compliance 
of the guidelines

The new set of instructions are 
also said to be applied for Lingaraj

and Iskcon temples which are
expected to reopen September 1

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24: As
many as 81 persons have received
ar ms licence from the
Commissionerate Police during
the last three years, revealed the data
obtained through RTI Act which
also indicated towards a rise in
arms licence holders in 2020. 

According to the information, the
Commissionerate Police issued
arms licences to 12 persons in the
Capital city in 2017.  Similarly, 17
citizens also received licences to pos-
sess arms in 2018. However, the is-
suance of  licences came down to
15 in 2019. 

It again rose to 35 during 2020
when the pandemic broke out. The
Commissionerate Police has is-
sued two licences till March 2021,
said the RTI reply. Khandagiri po-
lice issued maximum arms licences
at 12 during the period from 2017
till March 2021. 

Likewise,  Nayapalli ,

Chandarasekharpur and Saheed
Nagar police have issued nine, eight
and six arms licences respectively
during the aforesaid period. 

Sources claimed that most of
the licence holders are engaged in
real estate business. Meanwhile, sev-
eral incidents have come to the
fore wherein the licence holders
were found misusing the weapons. 

Biswa Bhushan Pradhan, a doc-
tor, who had an arms licence, shot
a person from his weapon over a
trivial issue July 16, 2016.  Later, po-
lice arrested the doctor by regis-
tering a case under the Arms Act
and other Sections of  IPC. His li-
cence was cancelled by the
Commissionerate Police. 

Similarly, a realtor shot himself  to
death using his licensed gun at his res-
idence under Capital police limits.
A security guard, Krushna Chandra
Dash at Ganganagar in Airport po-
lice limits had also committed sui-
cide by shooting himself  from his
licensed gun August 3, 2021. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, August 24: Sahitya
Akademi president  Dr
Chandrashekhar Kambar Tuesday
approved Sahitya Akademi Award
2020 in Odia for ‘Samudrakula
Ghara’ authored by Yashodhara
Mishra.

The book was chosen on the
basis of  recommendations made
by the jury comprising three mem-
bers in accordance with the rules
and procedures laid down by the
Akademi.

According to Akademi sources,
Mishra will get the award in the
form of  a casket containing an en-
graved copper plaque and a
cheque of  Rs 1,00,000 at a special
function to be held later.

Significantly, a three-member
jury comprising Dr Binapani
Mohanty, Dr Pratibha Satpathy
and Ramakanta Rath has rec-
ommended the Sahitya Akademi
Award 2020 in Odia to the work
of  Mishra.

Odia labourers murdered in AP prawn farm: Cong

POST NEWS NETWORK

Begunia, August 24: A four-year-
old boy died reportedly after a util-
ity pole fell on him here Tuesday.

Sources said that the mishap
occurred when the victim, Sai
Ranjan, son of  Manoranjan Behera
of  Kendupalli in Kantabada pan-
chayat under Begunia police lim-
its here, was playing near his home
in the afternoon.

“A utility pole, though without
overhead wires, fell on Sai, leaving
the minor critically wounded.
Neighbours rushed a profusely bleed-
ing Sai to the district headquarters
hospital in Khurda where he was
declared ‘dead on arrival’,” said one
of  his neighbours. Villagers have
blamed the electricity authorities
for the mishap and urged the state gov-
ernment for facilitating monetary
compensation for the victim. 

Child dies as utility
pole falls on him

THE STATE REPORTED 761
INFECTIONS MONDAY, 853 SUNDAY,

911 SATURDAY, 986 FRIDAY AND
1,041 THURSDAY

KHURDA REMAINS IN RED ZONE
WITH 3,268 ACTIVE CASES, WHILE

CUTTACK IS IN YELLOW ZONE WITH
1,084 INFECTIONS

ODISHA HAS SO FAR INOCULATED
OVER 2.07 CRORE PEOPLE, OF

WHOM 48.96 LAKH HAVE RECEIVED
BOTH DOSES

Memo to Governor
The Odisha Pradesh Congress

Committee leaders Tuesday met
Governor Ganeshi Lal and submitted
a memorandum on the agitation
against the mega drinking water proj-
ect in Kharasrota river. They demand-
ed that the government must immedi-
ately hold a meeting with the protes-
tors and members of Kharasrota Nadi
Banchao Sangram Samiti.

81 got arms licence
in City since 2017

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi ,  August  24 :
Formulation of  the new National
Education Policy (NEP) is a live
example of  cooperative federal-
ism to achieve a common goal of
making India a global knowledge
hub, Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said Tuesday.

Pradhan was addressing the
launch of  a booklet detailing ini-
tiatives taken in one year since
the rollout of  the NEP.

“NEP is a guiding philosophy
to transform the hopes and aspi-
rations of  millions of  youth to re-
ality and making India self-reliant.
Formulation of  NEP is also a live
example of  cooperative federal-
ism to achieve a common goal of
making India a global hub of  knowl-
edge. When we look back at the
progress of  NEP, we get more con-
fident about the future of  our stu-
dents,” he said. 

“Education is not merely a com-
petition to acquire degrees, but is

a transformative tool to leverage
knowledge for character building
and eventually nation building.
The government is working to fa-
cilitate upgradation of  infra-
structure in schools, such as en-
suring that internet reaches village
schools across the country," he
added. 

Besides the booklet of  achieve-
ments, the minister also launched
initiatives such as NIPUN Bharat
FLN tools and resources on DIK-
SHA; Virtual School of  NIOS; al-
ternate academic calendar of
NCERT and released "Priya", an ac-
cessibility booklet developed by
the NCERT and the Department of
Empowerment of  Persons with
Disabilities.

‘NEP formulation example 
of cooperative federalism’

Sahitya Akademi
Award in Odia for
Yashodhara Mishra

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, August 24: The Orissa
High Court has directed the state
government to conduct social audit
of  the distribution of  consumer
goods for transparency in imple-
mentation of  National Food
Security Act.

The court also asked the state
government to video record the
distribution of  consumer goods
and upload the same on the web-
s i t e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Fo o d
Commission. 

Similarly, the state govern-
ment has been asked to prepare
a detailed report on the activi-
t ies  o f  Distr ict  Grievance
Redressal Officers (DGROs) from
June 1 to October 31 and sub-
mit an affidavit in this regard at
least a week prior to the next
hearing on the case scheduled for
November 8. 

A bench of  Chief  Justice S
Muralidhar and Justice BP Routray
pronounced the order case filed
by the State Legal Services
Authority.

HC for social audit
of NFSA ration 

Congress leader Pradeep Majhi (2nd from L) addresses the media in Bhubaneswar

The Ram Mandir in Bhubaneswar OP PHOTO

LIMPING BACK TO NORMALCY 
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POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, August 24: The
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
has sought a report from Principal
Chief  Conservator of  Forests
(PCCF), Odisha on a petition al-
leging that barbed wire fencing
erected in reserve forests in the
state has been hindering free move-
ment of  elephants.

A bench of  judicial member B
Amit Sthalekar and expert mem-

ber Saibal Dasgupta issued no-
tice to the state government and
others to file their response within
four weeks. The matter has been
posted to September 27.

“We direct that a report be
called from the Principal Chief
Conservator of  Forests & Head
of  Forest Force, Bhubaneswar,
Odisha, in this regard,” the tri-
bunal said. In the application, the
Wildlife Society of  Orissa con-
tended that barbed wire fences

in reserve forests – Dhama Range
of  Sambalpur, and Anantapur
and Kandhara in Dhenkanal –
have been hindering free move-
ment of  elephants, resulting in
death of  some animals.

The petitioner pleaded the tri-
bunal to direct PCCF and Head
of  Forest Force, Odisha, to pro-
vide a list of  existing barbed wire
fences erected for all plantations
carried out in a forest area in-
cluding length, area of  forest en-
closed and location. 

The applicant pleaded for dis-
mantling and removal of  all barbed
wire fences in forests within three
months and impose permanent
ban on erection of  such fences.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24: The
regional of fice of  the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
Tuesday issued warning of  thun-
derstorm and lightning for the
next three days in different parts
of  the state.

The met department, however,
did not issue any warning of
heavy rain for the next two days
but said that light to moderate
rain could be seen in different
parts of  the state.

In its weather warning for
Wednesday, the department said,
“Thunderstorm with lightning is
very likely to occur at one or two
places over the districts of
Kandhamal, Nayagarh, Khurda,
Cuttack, Angul, Dhenkanal,

Keonjhar,  Mayurbhanj  and
Balasore.” 

It also said in its routine weather
forecast that light to moderate rain
or thundershower is very likely
to occur at a few places over some
districts of  Odisha Wednesday.

The department claimed that
while thunderstorm and lightning
could be seen in different parts of
the state Thursday too, heavy rain
could be observed from Friday con-
sistently for the coming three to four
days with little chances of  change
in two days after that.

The weathermen also hinted that
the state capital might see one or two
spells of  rain or thundershower
while the maximum temperature in
the city could go upto 34°C. Special
warning has been given to the fish-
ermen for the next few days.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24:
Department of  Biotechnology
Secretary at the Centre Renu
Swarup Tuesday emphasised on
helping farmers become techno-
logically empowered, so as to make
India free from hunger and mal-
nutrition by 2030.

She was addressing the 60th
foundation day of  Odisha University
of  Agriculture and Technology
(OUAT), Bhubaneswar through
virtual mode.

Attending the foundation day
event, Agriculture and Farmers’
Empowerment Minister Arun
Kumar Sahoo appreciated the se-
ries of  activities and events planned
ahead for the diamond jubilee year
of  the university. He also sought co-

operation and support from the
alumni for further development
of  the university which has been
initiated through ‘Mo College’ pro-
gramme of  the state government.
“Our efforts and resources are es-
sential for linking us to our own col-
leges and strengthen the institutions
to make those ready for better de-
livery,” said Sahoo.

OUAT Vice-Chancellor Pawan
Kumar Agrawal said, “This uni-
versity has produced about 29,000
professionals during last 59 years
and countless number of  research
outputs in the field of  agriculture.
The university, through its unique
activities, has drawn attention of
the state government to get req-
uisite funding for strengthening
its academy, research and extension
eco-system.” 

Agrawal also said that the uni-
versity has developed ‘Krishi
Kalinga Innovation Council’ for
commercialisation of  OUAT de-
veloped technology. “In future,
through skilling and incubation

activities, we will be developing a
sizeable number of  ‘agripreneurs’
in the state,” he added. 

Renu Swarup, Secretary of  the
Department of  Biotechnology,
Union Ministry of  Science &

Technology, joined the event
through virtual mode and appre-
ciated the strong research foun-
dation and extension eco-system in
the university. She spoke about
new technological revolution in
the field of  agriculture and em-
phasised on helping farmers be-
come technologically empowered,
so as to make India free from hunger
and malnutrition by 2030. She also
said there needs to be a mantra of
converging researchers to entre-
preneurs and industries with a
new model of  partnership. 

The university felicitated three
successful farmers, three agri-en-
trepreneurs, the best research sci-
entist, the best woman scientist, the
best extension scientist and the
best Krishi Vigyan Kendra during
the event.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24:
Infighting in Odisha Congress
Tuesday escalated further with
party leader Pradeep Majhi firing
salvos at agitated Jeypore MLA
Taraprasad Bahinipati.

While answering the questions
on Bahinipati, who had criticised
Odisha Pradesh Cong ress
Committee (OPCC) president
Niranjan Patnaik and others,
Majhi, at a presser here, said that
such acts would not be entertained
by the state leadership.

H e  s a i d ,  “ O n e  c a n n o t  d o  
politics by neglecting the tribal
communities. It would be wrong
to do politics by giving raw deal
to the tribal communities. The
party will decide who will be
there in the party and who won’t.”

He also took a dig at Bahinipati
for criticizing Koraput MP Saptagiri
Ulaka. “He is the only Congress MP
who won the previous election.
Opposing him openly would not be
tolerated by the state leadership.
Bahinipati was never neglected
in the party,” he said.

Bahinipati, in his response,
slammed Majhi for his dismal per-
formance in elections. “I want to
ask him if  he is working for the
tribal communities why he lost
the election. He should be asked
whether I had helped him in the
elections or not,” he said.

The Jeypore MLA also said, “I
want to ask if  the observer of  the
party as appointed by Niranjan
Patnaik has ever worked for the
party seriously. Whatever quar-
rel is happening in the party in
Koraput is because of  him.”

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24: A Dalit
couple Tuesday lodged a petition
before Odisha Human rights
Commission (OHRC) accusing
prison officials of  Jajpur sub-jail
of  torturing their only son to death
while he was an under trial pris-
oner (UTP). The OHRC has regis-
tered a  case  (2051/21)  in  
this regard. 

The complainant, Laxmidhar
Patra, is a resident of  Pataranga
under Korei police limits in Jajpur
and is a daily wager. According
to the plea, Patra’s son Sumanta,
20, allegedly eloped with a minor
girl from a nearby village in
December 2020. The couple was
later traced and brought back by

the family members. Meanwhile,
Korei police, having filed a case
based on the complaint lodged by
the girl’s family, arrested Sumanta
from his house during the wee
hours March 22, 2021. Sumanta
was later sent to judicial custody

after the rejection of  his bail plea
by a local court. 

On August 8, 2021, the husband
of  village Sarpanch informed the
complainant about the death of
his son at SCB Medical College
and Hospital, Cuttack. Patra al-

leged that the jail officials had nei-
ther informed him about the illness
of  his son nor about his admis-
sion in the hospital. 

He alleged that some staffers of
the sub-jail had physically as-
saulted and mentally harassed his
son while in custody. Korei police
also did not listen to Patra who
along with villagers had gone there
to file a complaint against the
erring staffers.

Patra has urged the commis-
sion to direct the competent au-
thorities to initiate an impartial en-
quiry into the matter. He demanded
stringent action against the officials
of  sub jail. He also demanded com-
pensation of  Rs 10 lakh as the de-
ceased was the sole bread earner
for the family.

NGT seeks PCCF’s reply
on barbed wire fencing

‘Empower farmers technologically for hunger-free India’
The university produced about 29,000 professionals in the field of agriculture during last 59 years

The petitioner 
contended that barbed
wire fences in reserve
forests have been 
hindering free 
movement of elephants

SAVING JUMBOS DELUGE ON ROAD

The road in front of Iskcon temple in Bhubaneswar witnesses severe waterlogging as heavy rain lashed the city, Tuesday   OP PHOTO

Bachelor of physical education students hold a demonstration at Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday, urging the
state government to consider them eligible for PET posts  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24: XIM
University, which underwent a
change in name in May 2021, hosted
its seventh convocation in virtual
mode for its Doctoral, Post Graduate
and Under Graduate programmes.

A total of  812 students were con-
ferred with the degrees. The num-
ber of  students receiving the de-
grees for the doctoral, post graduate
and under graduate programmes
was seven, 697 and 108 respectively.
The top rank holders in the school
were felicitated with gold medals
by the Chairman of  Board of
Governors, XIM University for
their academic excellence.

President  o f  Al l  India
Management Association (AIMA)
and Vice Chairman & Managing
Director of  JK Paper Ltd, Harsh
Pati Singhania was the chief  guest
and the convocation speaker for
th e  eve nt .  T he  universi ty  
conferred Honorary Doctoral
Degree on Singhania. 

Singhania stated that the process
of  transformation into successful
professionals brings challenges,
but the learning imparted during
one’s time at the university will
guide the graduating students
ahead in life. 

“The only way to stay forward
is to constantly evolve and remain
relevant in this rapidly changing
world,” he added.

ECoR to train 2,500 youths under PMKVY
Bhubaneswar: The East Coast Railway (ECoR) Tuesday launched Rail Kaushal
Vikas Yojana under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY). Under this
scheme, about 2,500 youths within the age bracket of 18 to 35 years and with
matriculation as minimum qualification will be given free training for three
years under ECoR. The training will be imparted in welder, electrician and
fitter trades at Diesel Loco Shed at Visakhapatnam, Electric Loco Shed at
Angul and Visakhapatnam, and Carriage Repair Workshop at Mancheswar,
with 20 slots for each location. The training will consist of 100 hours in 3
weeks. Classes and practical training will be given from 9am to 4pm Monday
to Friday and from 9am to 1pm Saturdays. The application form for the said
training is available on ECoR website as well as at the respective training
centres.  Willing candidates may also download application form from the link
https://eastcoastrail.indianrailways.gov.in/ticker/1629100216984Training%20R
KVY.pdf Closing date for submission of application for Electrical Loco Sheds at
Visakhapatnam and Angul is August 31 and for Diesel Loco Shed at
Visakhapatnam and Carriage Repair Workshop at Mancheswar is September 3.

XIM varsity holds 7th
convocation virtually 

Family moves OHRC alleging custodial torture
SUSPICIOUS DEATH OF UTP

Internal squabble
in Cong escalates

Thunderstorm, lightning 
warned for next 3 days

STUDENTS’ PLEA 

A total of 812 students
were conferred with 
doctoral, post graduate
and under graduate
degrees in the 
virtual convocation

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, August 24: Odisha
MLA Purna Chandra Swain has fi-
nally cleared Class X board exams,
at the age of  49. Swain, the mem-
ber of  the ruling party Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) from Surada, passed the
examination with B2 grade, se-
curing 340 out of  500 marks in the
State Open School Certificate
Examination. He had appeared at
the exam at the SB High School in
Surada in Ganjam district.

As per his scorecard, the three-
time MLA secured the highest marks
(85) in painting, and obtained the low-
est (44) in English. He got 83 in
home science, 61 in social science,
and 67 in Odia. The maximum mark
for each subject is 100.

The Board of  Secondary
Education (BSE), Odisha announced
the results of  the offline matricu-
lation exams held last month. Out
of  total 15,155 students, 6,596 have
applied for HSC examination, 8,493
for State Open School Certificate
Examination, and 66 for the
Madhyama examination.

Surada MLA finally
clears HSC exams

It would be wrong to do politics by giving raw deal to the
tribal communities, says Cong leader Pradeep Majhi
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POST NEWS SERVICE

Malkangiri ,  August  24 :
Malkangiri District Collector Vishal
Singh Tuesday said that 48 mining
leases for minor minerals have
been cancelled. According to re-
ports, the cancellation was done fol-
lowing the recommendation of  the
Revenue Divisional Commissioner
(Southern Range). 

It may be mentioned here that
Singh’s predecessor Yeddula Vijay
had been accused of  taking the
boxes containing the tender pa-
pers to his house, violating norms. 

Vijay had, however, refuted the
allegations against him. He had
said that he had taken the boxes
with tender applications to his
home for security reasons.

Earlier, former MP and Odisha
Pradesh Congress Committee
(OPCC) working president Pradip
Majhi had alleged that Vijay had re-
ceived kickback worth crores of
rupees and an SUV from CH
Venugopal of  Andhra Pradesh for
awarding him the lease of  seven
stone quarries. Majhi alleged that
Vijay had manipulated the tender
process held in March.  

Majhi further alleged that the per-
sonal assistant of  the then Collector,
Nizarat officer and other officials
had sealed the tender box after the
expiry of  the deadline for sub-
mission of  tender papers. All the
officials present there and the ap-

plicants had signed on the tender
box. However, the tender box was
not kept in the strong room of  dis-
trict Treasury. 

Moreover, all the officials, in-
cluding the District Collector, pres-
ent during the sealing of  the ten-
der box had to sign on a paper but
the paper had only the signature of
the District Collector and not of

the other officials. 
Later, the tender box was un-

locked and the tender was manip-
ulated in favour of  a contractor
CH Venugopal before being dis-
patched to the Treasury strong
room, Majhi had alleged.  This
apart, Venugopal was illegally given
a solvency certificate and the lease
of  seven stone quarries in the dis-

trict was assigned in his name. 
Majhi had warned of  resorting

to agitation and paralysing the
work of  the district administra-
tion if  stringent action is not taken
against the concerned officials and
the District Collector. Later, the
then Collector was transferred.

Incidentally, Venugopal is the
proprietor of  ‘VG Granites’ located
at Peta village under Motu tehsil. 

The allegations were probed by the
Revenue Divisional Commissioner
(South). After the completion of  an
investigation, he had recommended
for the cancellation of  tenders and
leases for minor minerals given to
various companies. 

The district administration will
soon issue a notification for fresh
tender, sources in the know of
things said.  

48 mining leases cancelled 
FOLLOWING THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE REVENUE DIVISIONAL COMMISSIONER (SOUTH),

THE MALKANGIRI  ADMIN HAS ANNULLED LEASES OF QUARRIES 

Former MP and Odisha Pradesh Congress Committee (OPCC) working
president Pradip Majhi had alleged that former Collector had received

kickback worth crores of rupees and an SUV from CH Venugopal of Andhra
Pradesh for awarding him the lease of seven stone quarries

All the officials, including the District
Collector, present during the

sealing of the tender box had to sign on
a paper, but the paper had only the
signature of the District Collector and
not of the other officials, Majhi claimed

The former Collector had,
however, refuted the

allegations against him. He had
said that he had taken the box
with tender applications to his
home for security reasons

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur, August 24: As it is
being predicted that the third wave
of  Covid may hit the state in
September, the Ganjam district ad-
ministration has started health
screening of  children from Tuesday.
This is said to be the first of  its kind
drive in the state.

It is feared that more children and
youths are likely to be affected by
the deadly coronavirus in the third
wave. Hence, such a drive has been
rolled out, said Collector Vijay
Amruta Kulange.

During the second wave of  the
pandemic, the district administra-
tion had launched  health screening
of  children June 9. Health officials,
common people and the authori-
ties are now a worried lot as there
is no provision for vaccinating chil-
dren below 18 years of  age. 

In order to prevent the severity
of  the third wave, Collector Kulange
had issued an SOP a couple of  days
ago following a directive from the
state government.

ASHA workers, Anganwadi
workers and Anganwadi assistants
made door-to-door visits in various
panchayats under Chhatrapur
block and conducted health screen-
ing of  children, said CDPO
Krishnakumari Nanda. 

The reports of health screening will
be given to the ANMs. On the basis
of  these reports, swabs of  sick chil-
dren will be collected. If  any kid is
found Covid positive, he/she will be
treated either at home or hospital de-

pending on the decision of  the RRT. 
Following a directive from the

Collector, taskforce committees
have been formed at the block

and municipal corporation lev-
els. BDOs head the taskforces at
the block level while the munici-
pal commissioner heads the task-
force committee at the  municipal
corporation level. 

These committees comprise child
specialists, pediatricians, Ayush
medical officer, block education
officers, CDPOs and other med-
ical officers.  Arrangements for
isolation beds have been made at
all community health centres, sub-
divisional hospitals and the dis-
trict headquarters hospital (DHH). 

As per a decision, 50 per cent of
the beds in SNCUs and NBSUs
will be reserved for the Covid pa-
tients in the district. 

Door-to-door health screening
of kids rolled out in Ganjam

Health screening reports
will be given to the
ANMs. On the basis of
the reports, swabs of
sick children will be 
collected. If any kid is
found Covid positive,
he/she will be treated
either at home or hospital 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, August 24: Most areas of
this district are reeling under a
drought-like situation owing to very
scant rainfall in June, July and
August. Till August 22, the district
has received 78 per cent less rain than
normal and the situation may worsen
if  immediate steps are not taken to
check the water scarcity problem. 

According to reports, 29.1 per
cent rainfall was recorded in the
district in June while it was only 22.2
per cent of  the normal in July. 

Following an assessment of  the
situation, the Agriculture depart-
ment said that the district has re-
ceived 78 per cent less rainfall than
the normal affecting paddy farming
severely. Farmers have abandoned
all hopes for a good paddy harvest
this Kharif  season.

Thousands of  hectares of  farm-
lands have cracked open due to arid-
ity while paddy saplings meant for
transplantation have wilted. Post
seeding-sowing activities have re-
mained a non-starter.  

Such a sorry state of  affairs in the
farm sector was visible in 14 blocks

of  the district, reports said. Farmers
of  Bidighat under Sadar block said
that drought has already made its
footfall in most areas.

Describing the situation, Bishnu
Bisi, a farmer from Janakpur, said,
“For want of  rainfall, paddy trans-
plantation could not be done this
year. Saplings have started wilt-
ing and turned yellow. Seventy

days have passed since seeds were
sown. There is no chance of  the sur-
vival of  saplings even it rains now.
Paddy farming has been badly af-
fected this year.”

Shibankar Dharua, a farmer
from Janakpur, said, “I have raised
saplings in 12 acres for transplan-
tation. However, transplantation
could not be carried out in farmlands

owing to severe aridity.”  
There is no water in the dams

and canals while no alternative ex-
ists in the area to channelise water
to the farmlands, he added.

District Agriculture Officer
Baikuntha Charan Sahu said that
Bolangir has received deficient rain.
“The government is now planning
for alternative crops to save the
farmers. But in upland areas, there
is no alternative crop. Cash crops like
cotton can only be grown in certain
lands. Even deciding on the choice
of  land will be a problem.” 

Drought staring at Bolangir dist
FARMERS HAVE LOST HOPES OF CROPS IN AS MANY AS 14 BLOCKS, AS THE DISTRICT HAS RECEIVED

78 PER CENT LESS RAINFALL TILL AUGUST 22, ACCORDING TO AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 

For want of rainfall,
paddy transplantation
could not be done this
year. Saplings have 
started wilting. Seventy
days have passed since
seeds were sown. There
is no chance of survival 
of the saplings even if it
rains now, says a farmer

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, August 24: Leopards
have been found roaming in reserve
forests in this district.

The matter came to the fore after
a leopard was photographed by a
trap camera August 15 and Divisional
Forest Officer Prakash Chand
Gogineni confirmed this via his
Twitter handle. 

The Dhenkanal Divisional Forest
Officer tweeted, “Here is our leop-
ard in Dhenkanal Forests. It was
August 15th as we pledged our com-
mitment to conservation.”

However, as per government rules,
the name of  the reserve forest where
the animal was spotted moving will

not be disclosed to the public, Forest
officials said. 

Around seven to eight leopards
have been captured by the trap cam-
eras that have been installed in the
forests by the Forest department.
Sixty-two trap cameras have been in-

stalled in various forests in
Dhenkanal district during the last
one year. In the coming days, it will
be clear how many leopards are
there in the jungles.

The DFO said that the actual num-
ber of  animals can be ascertained
when more trap cameras are in-
stalled in the other reserve forests
of  the state.

Leopards spotted in Dhenkanal reserve forests 
CAUGHT ON TRAP CAMERAS Around seven to eight

leopards have been 
captured by trap cameras 
that have been installed
in some reserve forests 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhadrak/Bargaon, August 24:
Vigilance sleuths raided the house
of  an ICDS supervisor on charges
of  amassing assets dispropor-
tionate to her known sources of
income in Bhadrak district, while
an assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
of  police at Bargaon police station
in Sundargarh district was ar-
rested red-handed while taking
bribe of  `5,000, reports said. 

In the first incident, three
Vigilance teams separately raided
the house of  Mallilata Das, a su-
pervisor in the office of  Child
Development Project Officer in
Bhadrak. The raid took place
after a complaint alleging her in-
volvement in various irregular-
ities and amassing assets dis-
proportionate to her known
sources of  income was lodged
with the SP, Vigilance, Balasore.  

Accordingly, three Vigilance
teams led by DSP Durga Charan
Murmu raided her residence at
Aradi Square, the CDPO office
and her parental  house at
Ambaroli. While details are yet to

be made available, as per an ini-
tial estimate a five-storied build-
ing, a four-storied market complex,
a house in her parental village, two
housing plots, a four wheeler and
a two-wheeler were found regis-
tered in her name.   

In the second case, Kailash
Naik, an assistant sub-inspector
(ASI) of  police at Badagaon police
station, was ar rested by a

Vigilance team after he was caught
red-handed taking bribe of  ̀ 5,000
to strike off  rigorous Sections of
IPC from a chargesheet.

Rourkela Vigilance has regis-
tered a case in this connection
and an investigation into the mat-
ter is in progress, said an official.

ICDS supervisor, cop in Vig net GREEN DRIVE

Fruit saplings being distributed to people during a green drive at Mukulusi panchayat in Balasore Tuesday OP PHOTO

Anganwadi and ASHA workers visiting homes in Chhatrapur

A search operation underway at
ICDS supervisor’s residence

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendr apar a ,  August  24 :
Magsaysay award-winning en-
vironmentalist Rajendra Singh,
known as the 'Water man of
India', has urged the people to in-
tensify the agitation to save
Kharasrota river and extended
his support to the ‘Kharasrota
Banchao’ movement launched
against the mega drinking water
project at Barunadiha under
Rajkanika block in Kendrapara
district, Tuesday.

Addressing a public rally
against the drinking water proj-
ect at Achyutpur village under
Rajkanika block, Singh said that
everyone has right on water and
t h e  K h a r a s r o t a  B a n c h a o
Sangram Samiti aims to pre-
serve the Bhadrak residents’
right to drinking water. 

However, handing over the
fresh water of  Kharasrota to
companies on the pretext of  pro-
viding drinking water to Bhadrak
residents can never be tolerated,
he warned.   

Targeting the state govern-
ment, Singh said that the gov-
ernment’s move violates the com-
mon man’s ‘Right to Live.’ “We do
not want privatisation of  river
water. Rather we want commu-
nitisation,” he asserted.

‘KHARASROTA 
BANCHAO’ MOVEMENT

We are against 
privatisation of river
water: Rajendra Singh
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s remark that the Taliban are
terrorists and that he would discuss with his G-7 partners in a meet-
ing August 24 the possibility of  imposing tougher sanctions on

Afghanistan may sound to be an extreme reaction to the humanitarian cri-
sis overtaking that country. But, the situation is turning messier by the hour
with US President Joe Biden hinting at not extending the deadline of  with-
drawal of  all US troops by August 31. The exodus of  Afghans to other coun-
tries and the tales of  horror they are telling the world make the Taliban’s
narrative unacceptable. Taliban’s claim that they have changed and there
won’t be any repetition of  the ruthless repression and denial of  rights to women
as seen during their regime 20 years back is now highly suspect.

G-7 leaders of  Canada, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, and the United
States are scheduled to meet virtually and discuss the situation in Afghanistan.

The British government has stopped short of  taking a strong position as
suggested by Trudeau, but it has made it clear the behaviour of  the Taliban
will decide the relief  on existing sanctions.

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson, who will chair the virtual meet-
ing, has promised “to use every humanitarian and diplomatic lever” to pro-
tect human rights in Afghanistan. The G-7 meeting is expected to draw up
a plan for a unified approach to the Afghanistan crisis exacerbated by the
mad rush of  thousands of  Afghans towards the airport in Kabul to flee the
country fearing reprisals by the Taliban for having worked with the USA and
its allies during the war on terror over the past two decades. The leaders of
the G-7 countries are expected to reaffirm their commitment to preserving
the gains made in Afghanistan over the last 20 years, including girls’ edu-
cation and the rights of  women and minorities.

This G-7 meet will be high in contrast to the last one held at Cornwall in
June earlier this year. Joe Biden, upbeat after his election win, along with
other leaders, only talked about overcoming the pandemic and reviving
their economies. No one mentioned or even publicly remembered the longest
war ever of  the US and its NATO allies that was being fought at that very
moment by them in Afghanistan. Little did the world suspect at that time
that barely two months later those same leaders would take a step that
would put a huge question mark on the relevance of  those successful
economies in the 21st century. While there is no doubt that the prestige of
the US and its strong allies has taken a massive beating with the manner in
which the terrible withdrawal of  western forces has taken place from
Afghanistan yet there is truth in what Joe Biden has said about the two decades
old war. The American President has stated that unless the people of
Afghanistan want to fight for their own security and freedom, no one else
can deliver these to them forever.

Now, it is only India which will have to suffer for its lack of  far sighted
foreign policies. India just sat in the US bandwagon and expected to reap
rich dividends without thinking and planning for the future. It completely
relied on the Americans to deliver all that was required to be present in
Afghani soil, never even dreaming that the situation could change so very
dramatically. Pakistan, on the other hand, had always kept a strong link
with the Taliban and encouraged certain bad elements amongst them for
maintaining a strong grip on the extremists. The promotion of  the Haqqani
Network by the Pakistani intelligence agencies is one such notable example.
India, on the other hand, has invested billions of  dollars in almost all
provinces but is now simply cut out and thrown aside. It cannot reenter
Afghanistan unless the Pakistani establishment so desires, which seems
extremely unlikely. China has played a smart game of  piggy back riding
on Pakistan to safeguard its western Moslem dominated provinces from
being disturbed by Taliban extremism. It has also ensured its total grip on
all the precious mines that Afghanistan has to offer. Notable amongst
them is lithium apart from incredible deposits of  gold, coal and other ex-
tremely valuable minerals.

After being jolted out of  its slumber, the Indian government has called an
all-party meet recently to assess the Afghan situation. Now the effort is to
take everyone on board so that when the fallout commences, it would not be
just the BJP-led government that will be held responsible. Rather every po-
litical party will be roped in together under the call of  national unity in the
hour of  external threat. This glaringly demonstrates how, if  internal political
opportunism and biases are not kept aside while dealing with external poli-
cies and threats, greater national interest is hampered.

M y wife, Malathi, does not
like to drive. Her car re-
mains parked on our drive-

way 99 per cent of  the time. Malathi
drives it only on weekends, usually
to go shopping and to ensure that
snakes and other creatures do not
start living inside the engine 
compartment.

Malathi has two preferred modes
of  transportation: cycling and
walking.  Only if  she’s unable to
use one of  these modes does she re-
sort to a third mode: Huber. 

Huber is what you get when you
combine husband and Uber.

Yes, if  Malathi is unable to bike
or walk, she usually gets me to
drive her. Did I mention that her
car sits idle 99 per cent of  the time?

Our house, thankfully, isn’t far
from the university where Malathi
works. It’s one of  the main rea-
sons we bought the house. Malathi
can pedal to work in just 12 min-
utes. It’s mostly a downhill ride, but
uphill when she returns home, so
she praises gravity in the morning,

curses it in the evening.
By riding her bicycle, she gets a

little exercise, fresh air and the
ability to ride on pavements, often
passing motorists stuck at traffic
lights. She also saves money on
petrol and does her small part in
reducing air pollution and help-
ing the environment. She doesn’t
have to worry about parking—
there is plenty of  space on the
bike rack outside her building,
and no risk of  anyone acciden-
tally backing up into her bike.

Many people around the world
ride bicycles out of  necessity—
they can’t afford to buy cars, mo-
torbikes or scooters. But even in
wealthy countries, bicycles are in-
creasingly popular, not just for
recreation but also transportation.
In Denmark, for example, more
than 90 per cent of  the people own
bikes, compared with about 60 per
cent who own cars. The country has
promoted biking by building a vast
network of  bike lanes and bike
highways, and by imposing heavy

taxes on petrol and automobiles.
Heading home from the office at
rush hour, you might find your-
self  stuck behind dozens of  bicy-
cles. You’ll feel like you're in the
Tour de  France,  but  with 
no steroids.

Most people do not live close
enough to their workplaces to use
bicycles. But short errands within
their neighbourhoods can easily be
done on pedal power. More towns
and cities need to create bike lanes
to encourage people to ride bicycles
and to keep them safer. Too many
cyclists, unfortunately, have been
struck by cars while riding on the
side of  busy roads. 

Many accidents are also caused
by cyclists who don’t take enough
precautions, whether it’s riding
too fast, forgetting to apply the
brakes, or failing to wear helmets.
I always wear a helmet these days,
partly because I’ve fallen off  bikes
many times. The worst fall oc-
curred in my college days. I frac-
tured a bone in my right hand, but

the sympathy I received while
wearing a plaster cast almost made
it worth it. That’s what’s great
about being young – nobody faults
you for being reckless. But if  you
hurt yourself  when you’re older,
your wife will shake her head and
say, “What an idiot you are.”

My most recent fall occurred a
few years ago, when I was riding
a little too fast as I approached an
intersection. My rear brakes
weren’t working well, so I squeezed
my front brakes, which caused the
bike to throw me off  like an angry
horse. I injured one of  my fingers
and scraped my knee. It took me
more than a month to recover from
the fall. To this day, my finger still
hurts and the word ‘idiot’ still
rings in my ears. 

Despite my falls, I’m a big fan of
the bicycle. It’s one of  the greatest
inventions in history. Not only does
it give us cheap transportation, it
also gives us enjoyment and exer-
cise – all  without polluting 
the earth. 

Ride a bicycle & help the environment

WHY NATION-BUILDING FAILED 
T

he United States invaded
Afghanistan 20 years ago
with the hope of  re-
building a country that

had become a scourge to the world
and its own people. As General
Stanley McChrystal explained in
the run-up to the 2009 surge of  US
troops, the objective was that the
“government of  Afghanistan suf-
ficiently control its territory to
support regional stability and pre-
vent its use for international 
terrorism.”

Now, with more than 100,000
lives lost and some $2 trillion spent,
all America has to show for its ef-
fort are this month’s scenes of  a
desperate scramble out of  the
country – a humiliating collapse
reminiscent of  the fall of  Saigon
in 1975. What went wrong?

Pretty much everything, but
not in the way that most people
think. While poor planning and a
lack of  accurate intelligence cer-
tainly contributed to the disaster,
the problem has in fact been 20
years in the making.

The US understood early on
that the only way to create a sta-
ble country with some semblance
of  law and order was to establish
robust  state  institutions.
Encouraged by many experts and
now-defunct theories, the US mil-
itary framed this challenge as an
engineering problem: Afghanistan
lacked state institutions, a func-
tioning security force, courts, and
knowledgeable bureaucrats, so
the solution was to pour in re-
sources and transfer expertise
from foreigners. NGOs and the
broader Western foreign-aid com-
plex were there to help in their
own way (whether the locals
wanted them to or not). And be-
cause their work required some de-
gree of  stability, foreign soldiers
– mainly NATO forces, but also
private contractors – were de-
ployed to maintain security.

In viewing nation-building as a
top-down, ‘state-first’ process, US
policymakers were following a
venerable tradition in political sci-
ence. The assumption is that if
you can establish overwhelming
military dominance over a territory
and subdue all other sources of
power, you can then impose your
will. Yet in most places, this theory
is only half  right, at best; and in
Afghanistan, it was dead wrong.

Of  course, Afghanistan needed
a functioning state. But the pre-
sumption that one could be im-
posed from above by foreign forces
was misplaced. As James Robinson

and I argue in our 2019 book, The
Narrow Corridor, this approach
makes no sense when your start-
ing point is a deeply heteroge-
neous society organised around
local customs and norms, where
state institutions have long been
absent or impaired.

True, the top-down approach
to state-building has worked in
some cases (such as the Qin dynasty
in China or the Ottoman Empire).
But most states have been con-
structed not by force but by com-
promise and cooperation. The suc-
cessful centralisation of  power
under state institutions more com-
monly involves the assent and co-
operation of  the people subject to
it. In this model, the state is not im-
posed on a society against its
wishes; rather, state institutions
build legitimacy by securing a
modicum of  popular support.

This does not mean that the US
should have worked with the
Taliban. But it does mean that it
should have worked more closely
with different local groups, rather
than pouring resources into the cor-
rupt, non-representative regime of
Afghanistan’s first post-Taliban
president, Hamid Karzai (and his
brothers). Ashraf  Ghani, the US-
backed Afghan president who fled
to the United Arab Emirates this
week, co-authored a book in 2009
documenting how this strategy
had fueled corruption and failed
to achieve its stated purpose. Once
in power, however, Ghani contin-

ued down the same road.
The situation that the US con-

fronted in Afghanistan was even
worse than is typical for aspiring
nation builders. From the very
beginning, the Afghan population
perceived the US presence as a
foreign operation intended to
weaken their society. That was
not a bargain they wanted.

What happens when top-down
state-building efforts are pro-
ceeding against a society’s wishes?
In many places, the only attractive
option is to withdraw. Sometimes,
this takes the form of  a physical
exodus, as James C. Scott shows
in The Art of  Not Being Governed,
his study of  the Zomia people in
Southeast Asia. Or it could mean
co-habitation without coopera-
tion, as in the case of  Scots in
Britain or Catalans in Spain. But
in a fiercely independent, well-
armed society with a long tradition
of  blood feuds and a recent history
of  civil war, the more likely re-
sponse is violent conflict.

Perhaps things could have
turned out differently if  Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence agency
had not supported the Taliban
when it was militarily defeated, if
NATO drone attacks had not fur-
ther alienated the population, and
if  US-backed Afghan elites had
not been extravagantly corrupt. But
the cards were stacked against
America’s state-first strategy.

And the fact is, US leaders should
have known better. As Melissa

Dell and Pablo Querubín docu-
ment, America adopted a similar
top-down strategy in Vietnam,
and it backfired spectacularly.
Places that were bombed to subdue
the Viet Cong became even more
supportive of  the anti-American
insurgency.

Even more telling is the US mil-
itary’s own recent experience in
Iraq. As research by Eli Berman,
Jacob Shapiro, and Joseph Felter
shows, the ‘surge’ there worked
much better when Americans tried
to win hearts and minds by culti-
vating the support of  local groups.
Similarly, my own work with Ali
Cheema, Asim Khwaja, and James
Robinson finds that in rural
Pakistan, people turn to non-state
actors precisely when they think
state institutions are ineffective and
foreign to them.

None of  this means that the
withdrawal could not have been
managed better. But after 20 years
of  misguided efforts, the US was
destined to fail in its twin objectives
of  withdrawing from Afghanistan
and leaving behind a stable, law-
based society.

The result is an immense human
tragedy. Even if  the Taliban do
not revert to their worst practices,
Afghan men and especially women
will pay a high price for America’s
failures in the years and decades
ahead.

The writer is Professor of
Economics at MIT.
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Although the United States clearly could have done a better job of 
managing its departure from Afghanistan, the tragedy playing out 
this month has been 20 years in the making. From the outset, 
America and its allies embraced – and never reconsidered – a top-down
state-building strategy that was always destined to fail 

No Af In Cornwall

HOLMES & WATSON

Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson
went on a camping trip. After a

good meal and a bottle of wine they
laid down for the night, and went to
sleep. Some hours later, Holmes
awoke and nudged his faithful friend.
“Watson, look up at the sky and tell
me what you see.”
Watson replied, “I see millions and
millions of stars.”
“What does that tell you?”
Watson pondered for a minute.
“Astronomically, it tells me that there
are millions of galaxies and

potentially
billions of

planets.
Astrologically, I

observe that Saturn is in
Leo. Horologically, I deduce that the
time is approximately a quarter past
three. Theologically, I can see that
God is all-powerful and that we are
small and insignificant.
Meteorologically, I suspect that we
will have a beautiful day tomorrow.
What does it tell you?”
Holmes was silent for a minute, then
spoke. “It tells me that someone has
stolen our tent.”
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To be free from all egoistic
motive, careful of truth in speech
and action, void of self-will and
self-assertion, watchful in all
things, is the condition for being a
flawless servant. SRI AUROBINDO

JEST

OF COURSE,
AFGHANISTAN

NEEDED A 
FUNCTIONING

STATE. BUT THE
PRESUMPTION

THAT ONE
COULD BE

IMPOSED FROM
ABOVE BY 

FOREIGN
FORCES WAS

MISPLACED 

Daron Acemoglu

WISDOM CORNER
There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside you.

MAYA ANGELOU

Whoever loves becomes humble. Those who love have, so to speak,
pawned a part of their narcissism. SIGMUND FREUD

The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision.
HELEN KELLER

AFGHANISTAN

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

HUBER IS WHAT
YOU GET WHEN

YOU COMBINE
HUSBAND 
AND UBER 

Melvin Durai

Too late, too little

Sir, This is in reference to “Petrol, diesel rates cut by 20 paise each,” Orissa ,
August 23. The reduction in fuel prices came as international oil prices have tum-
bled. The cut in petrol price came after 36 days of  no change. The freeze in prices
coincided with the Parliament session, where the Opposition parties tried to cor-
ner the Centre on various issues including the hike in fuel prices. International
oil rates have fallen to $66 a barrel from $75 per barrel they touched last month.
According to experts, every $1 change in crude normally affects retail price of
petrol and diesel roughly by 45-50 paise a litre if  there’s no major change in rupee-
dollar exchange rate. Indian oil companies take the trailing 15-day average of  in-
ternational rates to determine the prices. So, the retail price of  petrol and diesel
should have started falling this week and should have come down by Rs 1.5 to Rs
2 a litre. But that’s not how it works in India. The average price of  Indian basket
of  crude went up by around $6.5 a barrel between May and July. So, fuel prices
in India should have increased by about Rs 3.50 per litre during the period. But
fuel became expensive by more than Rs 7 per litre. The same math works when
it comes to bringing down the price. This flawed deregulation mechanism in India
is fleecing the consumers. No amount of  defence deployed by the Centre to jus-
tify the fuel price hike holds good. 

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Pleasant surprise 

Sir, It is a pleasant surprise that senior Congress leader
Manish Tewari has slammed Navjot Sidhu’s aides
Pyare Lal Garg and Malwinder Singh Mali questioning
Punjab CM Captain Amarinder Singh’s criticism of
Pakistan. The aides of  Sidhu are not willing to ac-
cept Jammu and Kashmir as an integral part of
India. The stand of  the duo is very well in consonance
with the mind of  Sidhu who had extended a hand
of  friendship towards the Pakistan Prime Minister
when the nation was vehemently against the west-
ern neighbour. It may be recalled that PM Narendra
Modi had done everything possible in his control to
normalise relations with Pakistan. Subsequent
events proved that it was business as usual for
Islamabad to indulge in provocative acts and cease-
fire violations against India. Congress is already a
sinking ship. Comments from people like Garg and
Mali are doing their best to write the party’s epitaph. 

KV Seetharamaiah, HASSAN
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Palimpsest

When writing materials like parchment were scarce and expensive, you
didn’t throw them out because they had been used. Instead, you washed

them with a dilute alkaline solution to weaken the hold of the ink on the paper,
rubbed them down with pumice stone to clean them, and used them again
(medieval monkish writing rooms sometimes had people who specialised in
doing this). The result was a palimsest. This meaning is explicit in the original
Greek word palimpsestos, which is a compound of palin, “again” and psestos,
“rubbed smooth”. Often the erasing wasn’t altogether successful and the
original writing showed through. This is why the word also has the meaning of
something that has been changed but which still shows traces of its earlier
form, perhaps a building which has been altered but whose original structure
is still recognisable. In modern times, historically important documents have
been recovered from the half-obliterated writing in palimpsests. David
Carvalho wrote in Forty Centuries of Ink: “Manuscripts of the Gospels, of the
Iliad, and of works of the highest merit, often of great beauty and accuracy,
are dimly seen underneath stupid sermons, and theological writings of a
nature so paltry that no man living cares to read them.” A palimpsest was
found in Constantinople in 1906, which contained underneath a collection of
prayers the complete Greek text of several of Archimedes’ most famous
mathematical writings, one of them previously believed lost.
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, August 24: The cen-
tral agencies are on high alert
after the arrest of  Sri Lankan
national Suresh Raj or Chinna
Suresh and Soundararajan from
Kochi and Chennai in the last
week of  July.

The National Investigating
Agency (NIA) sleuths who are
probing the seizure of  five AK
47 rifles and `3000 crore worth
of  drugs from a Sri Lanka boat
off  the Kerala coast March 25,
2021, have found that the ar-
rested were handled by a
Pakistani national and that the
two were involved in smuggling
the drugs for garnering funds
to the now-defunct Liberation
Tigers of  Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

Suresh, according to NIA

sleuths is a Sri Lankan national
and has been staying illegally
in India for the past several
years without any Visa or
Passport. He has a PAN card,
Aadhaar Card, Driving license,
voter ID card, and Indian pass-
port. The NIA revealed that he
had got all these using forged

documents to  prove his  
credentials.

According to Central intel-
ligence agencies that are track-
ing the seizure and the arrest
of  the Sri Lankan nationals,
the drugs, and weapons from
Pakistan were headed towards
Hambantota port in Sri Lanka

and from there to other inter-
national destinations. Sources
in the agencies told IANS that
the drugs and weapons from
Pakistan are being smuggled
using networks in Tamil Nadu
and Kerala for scouting funds
to the operational activities of
the now-defunct LTTE.

The arrested Suresh Raj and
Soundararajan have told the
investigating officers that the
LTTE network is active in cer-
tain pockets of  Tamil Nadu.
After the arrest of  the duo, the
‘Q’ branch of  the Tamil Nadu
police have conducted comb-
ing operations in several parts
of  the state and have taken into
custody cer tain  people.
However, sources in the police
said that no arrests have been
recorded so far.

TN coast 
on high 

alert over 
LTTE drug 
syndicates 
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Chandigarh, August 24: The de-
mand to ‘replace’ Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh just
months ahead of  the Assembly
polls once again gained momentum
with Congress’ 34 ‘sulking’ legis-
lators, comprising four Cabinet
ministers, Tuesday decided to ap-
prise the high command over the
widespread dissidence among the
party ranks.

They were categorically clear
in saying after the closed door
meeting that it was high time for
the party to opt for a change of  the
guard ahead of  the polls.

Changing the CM is the pre-
rogative of  the party high com-
mand. But we have lost faith in
him, Technical Education Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi told the
media here.

He said the legislators unani-
mously authorised a five-member
committee to apprise the party
President Sonia Gandhi at the ear-
liest about the dissent of  the party
workers over non-fulfillment of
poll promises by the government.

The five-member committee are
Cabinet ministers Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa, who backed state unit
chief  Navjot Singh Sidhu in the
recent power struggle, Tript
Rajinder Singh Bajwa and
Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria, Channi

and Pargat Singh, considered close
to Sidhu.

Channi slammed the Chief
Minister and his aides over un-
fulfilled poll promises, particularly
the delay in action in the 2015 sac-
rilege and police firing cases.

He said the panel would seek
time from the Congress high com-
mand to listen to grievances of  leg-
islators and ministers, otherwise
it will be difficult for the party to
get a repeat in Punjab.

He said the MLAs have raised a
number of  issues, including the
existence of  sand, drug, cable and
transport mafias.

Moreover, the issue of  sacrileges
and subsequent police firing cases
has not only annoyed the party

cadres, but also hurt the religious
sentiments of  the common man.
Also the government has failed to
deliver the promised action against
drug dealers, they said.

Joining the chorus, Randhawa
said they have the best portfolios
with them. But we are not bothered
over losing the portfolios. Our con-
cern is that the poll promises like
justice in Bargari and scrapping the
faulty power purchase agreements
have not been fulfilled so far.

Interestingly, the bickering within
the party came to fore just a day
ahead of  state affairs in-charge
Harish Rawat’s visit to Chandigarh
over the growing ‘war of  words’ be-
tween Amarinder Singh and state
president Sidhu.

CONG CRISIS SNOWBALLS

Demand to ‘replace’ CM gains
momentum within Cong again
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Chennai, August 24: With un-
certainty continuing to loom over
the sale and use of  firecrackers
during Diwali, the Indian fireworks
industry production has come
down drastically by 60 per cent at
Sivakasi in Tamil Nadu, said in-
dustry officials.

Sivakasi in Virudhunagar district
in Tamil Nadu accounts for nearly
90 per cent of  the country’s fire-
cracker production, and has 1,070
firecracker units located in and
around the city. About 300,000 work-
ers are directly employed whereas
another 500,000 workers are in the
allied sectors.

The demand from North India
has come down drastically as there
is uncertainty about sales of  fire-
works during Diwali. Further the
huge left over stock of  last year with
the wholesalers and retailers is also
impacting the production this year,
Rajendra Raja, Vice-President, Indian
Fireworks Manufacturers’

Association, told IANS.
Dealers in seven states have left-

over stocks. Hence the demand has
come down. As per the market re-
ports, people want to celebrate
Diwali with firecrackers and deal-
ers are willing to buy. But uncer-
tainty on being allowed to burst
the firecrackers and the fear of

Covid-19 third wave are preventing
them from placing orders, Tamil
Nadu Fireworks and Amorces
Manufacturers Association
(TANFAMA) President Ganesan
Panjurajan told IANS. According
to him, the industry players are
making products that are not less
than 30 per cent less polluting as

compared to their old products.
Even though the bulk of  the in-

dustry's production is consumed
during Diwali, seasonal demand
during Holi, Raakhi, Patang festi-
vals which used to be there has
gone down this time around, in-
dustry officials told IANS.

The NCR, Punjab, Rajasthan
and other North Indian areas are
major markets for firecrackers ac-
counting for not less than 40 per cent
of  the industry's sales.

Normally after Diwali, the wed-
ding season would kick in where
novelty items would be sold. Then
sales of  firecrackers during New
Year, mainly hotels being the buy-
ers and Holi will happen.

Fireworks units have not only
scaled down their production but also
stopped making some items. The
units are not making all the prod-
ucts they used to make, Raja added.

While sales have gone down, the
prices of  raw materials have gone
up by about 30 per cent, he added.

The lack of  demand woes of  the
industry is due to the order passed
by the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) last year linking sale and use
of  firecrackers during Diwali in
NCR and in any other city or town
across the country to the average
ambient air quality.

Nowhere around the world has
any country banned fireworks dur-
ing Covid situation during their fes-
tival celebrations, industry offi-
cials said.

According to Raja, sales in Tamil
Nadu normally pick up around
this time, but it has not happened.

Though it may not be a `boom’
Diwali this year, industry officials
are hopeful that it would not be a
doom Diwali.

‘Hoping Diwali does not bring doom if not boom’
Sivakasi in Virudhunagar
district in Tamil Nadu
accounts for nearly 90
per cent of the country’s
firecracker production
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Chandigarh, August 24: Taking
strong exception to the patently
anti-national and pro-Pak com-
ments of  two of  Navjot Singh
Sidhu’s aides, a group of  Punjab
Congress ministers and MLA
Tuesday called for strong action
under the law against Malwinder
Mali and Pyare Lal Garg.

The statements of  both these
newly appointed advisors of  Punjab
Congress president Sidhu were
clearly against India’s interests,
and detrimental to national secu-
rity,  said ministers  Brahm
Mohindra, Vijay Inder Singla,
Bharat Bhushan Ashu, Balbir
Singh Sidhu and Sadhu Singh
Dharamsot, along with MLA Raj
Kumar Verka.

Besides stringent legal action
against them, they also urged the
Congress national leadership to
direct Sidhu to immediately rein
in his aides in the interest of  the
party as well as the country.

The Congress has made many
sacrifices for the protection of  the
nation’s security and peace, as
have our soldiers at the borders.
Nobody can or should be allowed
to undermine these sacrifices and
jeopardise the safety of  our coun-
try and its people, they empha-
sised, citing, in particular, the grave
implications such statements could
have for the border state of  Punjab.

The Congress leaders also ques-
tioned Sidhu’s failure to put his
foot down on such an anti-national
and pro-Pak diatribe by his close
aides, despite the uproar it has
triggered across party lines.

They said Sidhu’s omission in
this regard had given ammunition

to the Opposition parties, who were
quick to recall the PPCC presi-
dent’s own bonhomie with the
Pakistan Prime Minister and Army
chief, warning against the dam-
age this could cause to the Congress
in the run-up to the 2022 Punjab
Assembly polls, which are due in
less than six months.

In a statement, the Congress
leaders termed Mali’s statement
on Kashmir a dangerous and un-
acceptable deviation from India’s
stated position on Jammu and
Kashmir. By questioning the unan-
imous 1994 resolution of  the
Parliament of  India declaring
Jammu and Kashmir as an inte-
gral part of  India (which was re-
iterated in 2012), Mali had bla-
tantly toed the line of  Pakistan,
which had been trying to stake
claim to the region and was in il-
legal occupation of  certain areas,
such as PoK, they added.

Drones from Pakistan are dump-
ing arms and drugs into Punjab al-
most every day. Our soldiers are
dying at the border. Such com-
ments, if  not punished, had the
potential of  becoming a deadly
precursor to more anti-national
statements, promoted by forces in-
imical to the interests of  India,
they warned, citing the continuous
threat from across the border to
India’s peace and integrity.

Legislators call to act
against Sidhu’s aides

Construction of a new Pamban Railway Bridge in Rameswaram, Tuesday PTI PHOTO

BRIDGING GAPS
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Chennai, August 24: A `39-crore
memorial for late DMK president
and former Chief  Minister M
Karunanidhi will be constructed
at the Marina on Kamarajar Salai
here in recognition of  his efforts
to create a modern Tamil Nadu,
chief  minister MK Stalin an-
nounced Tuesday. 

The Kalaignar Memorial on the
famous beach, where he has been
laid to rest after his demise August
7, 2018, will come up on 2.21 acres
of  land, Stalin informed the state
Assembly. Karunanidhi is fondly
addressed as Kalaignar.

Leaders cutting across party
lines, including main opposition
party and DMK’s rival, AIADMK,
welcomed the government’s an-
nouncement. Recalling the con-
tributions of  the late DMK stal-
wart in various spheres such as
social welfare, transport, litera-
ture, education, urbanisation and

infrastructure development, Stalin
hailed his father as the sculptor
of  a modern Tamil Nadu. 

After being in the headlines per-
manently for about half  a century,
he went into permanent rest August
7, 2018, Stalin said on the demise of
Karunanidhi, adding, he did a lot
for the Tamil community before
his death.

In recognition of  his great work
for mother Tamil Nadu and to high-
light his achievements and thought
to the future generations, a me-
morial at a cost of `39 crore will be
built for him at the premises of
the Anna memorial (DMK founder
and late CM CN Annadurai) at
Kamarajar Salai on 2.21 acres,
Stalin said.

It will have modern pictorial il-
lustrations about the late leader, the
CM added.  The Tamil Nadu we
see today is created by Kalaignar.
Some create city of  dreams.
Kalaignar is the sculptor who cre-
ated a dream state, Stalin added.
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Chennai, August 24: Former Union
Shipping Minister and Tamil
Maanila Congress chief, GK Vasan
has expressed unhappiness over
the repeated attacks on the fisher-
men by the Sri Lankan Navy and said
that he will press upon the Centre
to take up the matter with Sri Lanka.

Vasan, in a statement Tuesday, said
that the recent stone-pelting on the
Tamil fishing boats at Katchatheevu
by the Sri Lankan Navy damaging
60 boats and injuring a few fisher-
men is highly deplorable.

The former Union minister said
that when fishermen went to sea
in 556 boats Saturday, the Sri Lankan

navy conducted heavy stone-pelt-
ing on them damaging the boats and
the fishing nets causing huge lia-
bilities to the already deprived
fishermen. He said that the fish-
ermen narrowly escaped death
when the Sri Lankan naval boats hit

their boats and six fishermen got
minor injuries. 

The former Union minister said
that he will take the matter up
with the Centre on the insecure
feeling of  the fishermen ever since
the attack. Vasan said that the Sri
Lankan Navy has made such attacks
on the Indian fishermen a regu-
lar practice and called upon the
authorities to take up this matter.

The former Union minister said
that these regular attacks are af-
fecting the lives in the coastal areas
of  the state and that the Union
government must immediately in-
tervene and take the matter up
with the highest officials in the
Sri Lankan Navy.

They also questioned
Sidhu’s failure to put his
foot down on such an 
anti-national and 
pro-Pak diatribe by
his close aides
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Chandigarh, August 24: Punjab’s
sugarcane farmers Tuesday with-
drew their agitation in response to
Chief  Minister Amarinder Singh’s
announcement of  a `35 per quin-
tal hike in the state agreed price
(SAP) for cane crushing season
2021-22, taking the price to `360 per
quintal, `2 higher than in neigh-
bouring Haryana.

The matter was resolved during
a meeting of  farmers union lead-
ers with the Chief  Minister here,
during which Amarinder Singh,
while agreeing to the SAP hike,
said the state’s fiscal situation had
prevented adequate increase in the
SAP for the past three-four years.

The farmers union leaders had
earlier pointed out that Punjab had
failed to hike sugarcane SAP in
proportion to Haryana over this
period, causing fiscal losses to them.

The Chief  Minister said the

farmers were not to blame for the
problem, which was caused by
Punjab’s poor finances. While he
was always with the farmers and
wanted to do his best for their wel-
fare, the state’s fiscal crisis had
prevented him for increasing SAP
earlier, he said, adding balancing
the needs of  the farmers with those
of  the cooperative and private
sugar mill owners was tough, given
the prevailing fiscal situation.

The farmers’ union leaders, rep-
resenting the Sanjha Kisan Morcha
which has been spearheading the
sugarcane farmers’ agitation for the
past several days, thanked the Chief
Minister for addressing their prob-
lem and announcing the SAP hike.

They also expressed their ap-
preciation for the `5 lakh com-
pensation and jobs to one family
member each of  the Punjab farm-
ers who have lost their lives in the
ongoing protest against the farm
Laws at the Delhi border.

Stalin announces
Kalaignar Memorial

Karunanidhi, the
Dravidian stalwart 

fought and won 
elections 13 times, from

1957 to 2016 and
remained untouched by
defeat and first became 

CM in 1969 

Centre urged to intervene in
Lankan attack on fishermen

FARMERS END STIR AS CM
HIKES SUGARCANE PRICES

FIREWORKS INDUSTRY 

KASHMIR REMARKS
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Equity and climate
justice should be the

touchstone of any global climate
response, and only then can it be
held that strategies that are just
and in reverence to Mother Earth
have been formulated
BHUPENDER YADAV | ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS
AND CLIMATE CHANGE MINISTER

The Indian Space Research Organisation
has come out with an 'Announcement of
Opportunity" (AO), seeking proposals
towards scientific analysis and
utilisation of data from all experiments
of the Chandrayaan-2 orbiter

ISRO SEEKS PROPOSALS TO 
STUDY CHANDRAYAAN-2 DATA
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The arrest of
Union Minister
Narayan Rane ji

by the Maharashtra
government is a
violation of
constitutional values

J.P. NADDA | BJP CHIEF

of the
day uote 

I want to tell
the youths,
your

employment has
been snatched, for
farmers, three
special farm laws
have been made. And today I want to
say what Prime Minister plans to
give to his industrialist friends

RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

Strict action
will be taken
against

hospitals, which will
be found negligent.
The state
government ensured
adequate oxygen supply during the
second wave

ANIL VIJ | HARYANA HEALTH MINISTER

Five teachers
attempt suicide
Kolkata: In a shocking
incident, five contract
teacher of Sishu Siksha
Kendra, a primary school in
West Bengal, tried to commit
suicide in protest against 
their transfer to places far off
from their homes, in front of
the Bikash Bhavan, which
houses the state's education
department, here Tuesday.
The teachers -- all women --
were rushed to a 
government hospital, where
the condition of two of them
are reportedly serious.

Baghel, Deo
meet Rahul 
New Delhi: Amid rift in
Chhattisgarh Congress,
former Congress President
Rahul Gandhi Tuesday met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Health Minister
TS Singh Deo, but no
discussion took place on
change of leadership in the
state. The meeting lasted for
over two and a half hours at
the residence of Rahul
Gandhi here. After the
meeting, Chhattisgarh
Congress in-charge 
P.L. Punia speaking to the
media said, "There was no
discussion on change of
leadership in Chhattisgarh."

Liquor kills 3
in Agra village
Agra: Three persons in a
village near Dauki police
station in Agra, died of
consuming alcohol, early
Tuesday. One person in
critical condition has been
admitted to the district
hospital, according to
Fetahabad SDM. Officials
said, three persons from
village Kaulara Kalan, under
Dauki police station, died
after consuming alcohol from
a local outlet. Investigations
are on. Samples have been
taken from two 'Thekas'
which have been sealed.

2 Naxals killed
Raipur: Two Naxals were
killed in an encounter with
security forces in
Chhattisgarh's Sukma district
Tuesday, a police official said.
The gunfight took place at
around 8 am in a forest near
Gompad and Kanhaiguda
villages under Konta police
station limits, over 450 km
from the state capital Raipur,
when a joint team of security
forces was out on an anti-
Naxal operation, Sukma
Superintendent of 
Police Sunil Sharma told PTI.
Personnel belonging to the
District Reserve Guard (DRG),
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) and its elite unit
Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA)
were involved in the
operation, that was launched
based on the movement of
Naxals in the interiors of
Konta, he said.

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, August 24: Attorney
General K K Venugopal Tuesday
urged the Supreme Court to 
reverse the Bombay High Court
verdict which held that no offence
of  sexual assault under the POCSO
Act is said to be committed if  there
is no direct “skin-to-skin” contact
between the accused and the child
victim, calling the controversial
judgement “outrageous” that would
set a dangerous precedent.

The apex court, which was 
hearing separate appeals of  the
Attorney General and the National
Commission for Women(NCW),
had January 27 stayed the high
court order which acquitted a man
under the Protection of  Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
saying “groping a minor’s breast
without ‘skin to skin contact’ 
cannot be termed as sexual as-

sault”. The verdict had come under
attack from legal experts and child
rights activists. 

Seeking to set aside the verdict
during his arguments before a
bench of  Justices U U Lalit and
Ajay Rastogi, Venugopal contended
that “touching of  the breast of  a
minor even without removing the
top amounted to commission of
offence of  sexual assault under

the Act”. 
“Suppose, tomorrow a person,

wearing surgical gloves, touches the
entire body of  minor, then he would
not be punished for sexual assault
as per this judgment. This is out-
rageous. Saying that skin-to-skin
contact is required would mean a
person, wearing gloves, getting an
acquittal. The High Court did not
see the far reaching consequences”,

he said. “The judgement is outra-
geous and would set a dangerous
precedent.” 

Venugopal also referred to the def-
inition of  sexual assault under
section 7 of  the POCSO Act, and said
this provides for a jail term of  three
years and is akin to the offence of
outraging the modesty of  a woman
under section 354A of  the IPC. He
referred to the facts of  the case as
well and said the minor, who was
stalked and groped by the accused,
raised an alarm at the top of  her
voice and an FIR was lodged with-
out any delay. 

Letting go an accused, who also
attempted to pull down the ‘sal-
war' of  the minor, will be against
the definition  of  the POCSO Act,
the law officer said.  Maharashtra
and the NCW concurred with the
views of  the Attorney General.

As nobody appeared on behalf
of  the accused despite the service

of  the show cause notice, the bench
directed the Supreme Court Legal
Services Committee (SCLSC) “to
make available the services of  sen-
ior advocate or advocates along
with the Advocate-on-Record (AoR)
to appear on behalf  of  the accused.“
“We have already appointed senior
advocate Siddharth Dave as an am-
icus curiae. Let the paper be sub-
mitted to the SCLSC today. List all
the matters for disposal September
14,” it said.

Justice Pushpa Ganediwala of
the Bombay High Court (Nagpur
Bench) had delivered two contro-
versial judgements in sexual as-
sault cases including the one which
has come to be known as the 'skin-
to-skin' contact verdict.

Earlier, while staying the judge-
ments, the top court had also issued
notice to the Maharashtra gov-
ernment and permitted the AG to
file an appeal against the verdict.

Bombay HC’s ‘skin-to-skin contact’ order outrageous: AG to SC
THE COUNTRY’S

TOP  LAW OFFICER
ALSO SAID THAT

GOING BY  THE
APPROACH OF THE

HIGH COURT, 
ANYBODY CAN 

GET AWAY WITH 
A SEXUAL 

ASSAULT OFFENCE
BY WEARING 

SURGICAL GLOVES
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New Delhi, August 24: The Union
health ministry has issued a mem-
orandum mandating compulsory
minimum 14 days institutional
quarantine for those being evacu-
ated from Afghanistan, at the ITBP
Chhawla Camp here, amid Covid-
19 pandemic outbreak.

The ministry said the Centre
is undertaking emergency evac-
uation of  people from Afghanistan
to India and considering the na-
ture of  crisis, it has already al-
lowed exemption from manda-
tory pre-boarding RT-PCTR
testing (presently mandated for
international travellers) for peo-
ple who have been evacuated
from the war-torn country.

"Coronavirus transmission
(including circulation of  vari-
ants) in Afghanistan is unclear
at present, as a matter of  abun-
dant precaution, it has been de-
cided that the arriving persons
shall undergo a mandatory min-
imum 14 days institutional quar-
antine at Sector Headquarters
Logistic and Communications,
Indo Tibetan Border Police
( I T B P ) ,  C h h aw l a  C a m p,
Najafgarh Road, New Delhi,"
the office memorandum dated
August 23 said.

"The Ministry of  External
Affairs and the Ministry of  Civil
Aviation shall intimate ITBP ad-
equately in advance about the
exact date and timing of  these in-
coming flights along with the
passenger manifest. The said in-
formation may also be provided
to the Government of  NCT of
Delhi," it said.

Meanwhile, India Tuesday
brought back 78 people, including
25 of  its nationals and a number of
Afghan Sikhs and Hindus from
Dushanbe, a day after they were
evacuated from Taliban-besieged
Kabul to the Tajik city.

Compulsory 14-day
quarantine for
Afghan evacuees 
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New Delhi, August 24: The
Supreme Court has been informed
that a total of  121 cases are pend-
ing trial against sitting and for-
mer MPs/MLAs in special CBI
courts across the country, and as
many as 58 of  them are punish-
able with life imprisonment.
However, in over a third of  the
cases, the trial is moving at snail's
pace - charges have not been framed,
though offences were committed
several years back.

Senior advocate Vijay Hansaria,
appointed amicus curiae in a 2016
petition filed by advocate Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay seeking direc-
tion to fast-tracking of  criminal
trials against sitting and former
MPs/MLAs, has filed the report
in the top court. He has been as-
sisted by advocate Sneha Kalita in
the matter.

Earlier, it was reported that that
there were a total of  151 cases, but
that was caused by a typo in the re-
port, which was subsequently cor-
rected. The fourteenth report, in the
matter, said: "It may be noted that
out of  121 cases pending trial be-
fore the Special Courts, CBI, as
many as 58 cases are punishable
with life imprisonment. In 45 cases,
even the charges have not been
framed, though the offences al-
leged to have been committed sev-
eral years back."

The CBI has furnished a status
report dated August 19, to the am-
icus mentioning the details of  the
cases pending trial before different
CBI courts and those under in-
vestigation. The CBI cases pending
investigation against MPs/MLAs
are 37. The oldest pending case is
in Patna, where the accused was
charge-sheeted  June 12, 2000. The
report highlighted inordinate delay
in several cases pending trial be-
fore CBI courts in different parts
of  the country. 

As per details of  the cases pend-
ing trial before different CBI courts,
total number of  MPs involved is 56,
of  which sitting MPs are 14, former
MPs are 37, and expired MPs are
five. Total number of  MLAs in-
volved in 121, including 34 sitting,
78 former 78, and nine expired.
According to the Enforcement
Directorate's status report, a total
number of  51  Members of
Parliament, both sitting and former,
are accused in cases arising out
of  offences under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, 2002.
However, the report does not show
as to how many MPs/MLAs are
sitting and/or former legislators.

The report suggested that courts
before whom the trials are pending
may be directed to expedite the
trial of  all pending cases on day-to-
day basis in terms of  Section 309
of  the CrPC.

"All the High Courts may be di-
rected to issue administrative in-
structions to the effect that the
concerned courts dealing with
cases investigated by the CBI and
the Enforcement Directorate shall
deal with the cases pending before
MPs/MLAs on priority basis and
other cases shall be dealt only after
the trial in these cases are over," said
the report. 

The report further suggested
that cases where investigations
are pending before the ED and the
CBI, a monitoring committee may
be constituted comprising of  the
following: former judge of  the top
court or the former Chief  Justice
of  a high court, the Director, ED
(or his nominee not below the rank
of  Additional Director), the
Director, CBI (or his nominee not
below the rank of  Additional
Director) ,  the Union Home
Secretary (or his nominee not
below the rank of  Joint Secretary),
and a judicial officer not below
the rank of  district judge to be
nominated by the top court.

EDUCATION FIRST

A slum child attends a class conducted by the police personnel of  South West Traffic Guard, at an open space beside
the Majerhat railway station in Kolkata PTI PHOTO

121 cases pending
against MPs/MLAs
in CBI courts, SC told
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New Delhi, August 24: Pakistan
has raised objections to the design
of  India's Kiru hydroelectric plant,
a mega 624 MW project over the
Chenab in Jammu and Kashmir, but
New Delhi asserts that the project
is fully compliant with the Indus
Water Treaty, officials said Tuesday.

Confirming this development,
India's Indus Commissioner
Pradeep Kumar Saxena told PTI
that his Pakistani counterpart
Syed Muhammad Meher Ali Shah
raised the objections last week.
Saxena, however, asserted that the
design of  the project is fully com-
pliant with the provisions of  the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT). It has
been certified by the Central Water
Commission, an apex organisa-
tion of  the country in the field of
water resources.  This run-of-river
project is being implemented by
Chenab Valley Power Projects
Limited, a joint venture of  the

National Hydropower Company
and Jammu and Kashmir State
Power Development Corporation
(JKSPDC).

“As a responsible upper riparian
state, India is committed for full util-
isation of  its rights and believes in
an amicable resolution the issues
raised by Pakistan side in letter
and spirit of  the treaty.”

"Pakistan's objections on this
project may come up for discus-
sions in the next meeting of  the
Permanent Indus Commission
scheduled this year in Pakistan.
In the forthcoming meeting, the
Indian side will explain its position
and hope that Pakistan will ap-
preciate the same and its appre-
hensions will be addressed through
discussions," Saxena said. The
treaty provides Pakistan the right
to raise objection on Indian design
within three month of  the receipt
of  the information. India has sup-
plied the information on this proj-
ect in June to Pakistan.

Pak objects to Kiru 
hydro plant design
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New Delhi, August 24: Covid-19
in India may be entering some
kind of  stage of  endemicity where
there is low or moderate level of
transmission going on, Chief

Scientist of  the World Health
Org anisation Dr Soumya
Swaminathan said.

The endemic stage is when a
population learns to live with a
virus. It's very different from the
epidemic stage when the virus
overwhelms a population.

On clearance to Covaxin, she
said she is fairly confident that the
WHO's technical group will be sat-
isfied to give Covaxin clearance to
be one of  its authorised vaccines
and that could happen by mid-
September.

In an interview to journalist
Karan Thapar for news website
The Wire, Swaminathan said given
the size of  India and heterogene-
ity of  population and immunity
status in different parts of  the

country, it is "very very feasible" that
the situation may continue like
this with ups and downs in various
parts of  the nation.

"As far as India is concerned
that seems to be what is happening
and because of  size of  India and het-

erogeneity of  population and im-
munity status in different parts of
country in different pockets, it is
very very feasible that the situation
may continue like this with ups
and downs in different parts of  the

country, particularly where there
are more susceptible population, so
those groups who were perhaps
less affected by first and second
waves or those areas with low lev-
els of  vaccine coverage we could see
peaks and troughs for the next sev-

eral months," she said.
She said she hopes that by the end

of  2022 "we would be in that posi-
tion that we have achieved vaccine
coverage, say 70 per cent, and then
countries can get back to normal".

‘India may be entering 
endemic stage of Covid’

mRNA Covid shot safe in early trial
The Covid-19 vaccine of Indian pharmaceutical firm Gennova

Biopharmaceuticals, the first homegrown mRNA-based shot, was
found to be safe and effective in an early-stage study, the government
said. Government authorities have also approved further studies to test
the vaccine’s efficacy in a larger population. Gennova plans to conduct
a mid-stage study at about 10 to 15 sites and a late-stage trial at 22 to
27 sites in India. The company’s vaccine development, partly funded by
the government, will utilise the clinical trial network under the
biotechnology department of the ministry of science and technology.
Gennova is also investing in scaling up its vaccine manufacturing
capacity, the government statement added.

We may be entering
some kind of stage of

endemicity where there
is low level transmission

or moderate level
transmission going on
but we are not seeing

the kinds of exponential
growth and peaks 
that we saw a few

months ago
DR SOUMYA SWAMINATHAN I 
CHIEF SCIENTIST OF THE WHO

THE CUMULATIVE  VACCINE DOSES ADMINISTERED IN THE COUNTRY 
HAS CROSSED 59.47 CRORE SO FAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 24: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin Tuesday discussed the lat-
est developments in Afghanistan
amid mounting global concerns
over the deteriorating security
situation and uncertainty in the
war-ravaged country after its
capital Kabul fell to the Taliban
last week.

After the conversation, the
Russian embassy in India said the
two leaders expressed the inten-
tion to enhance cooperation to
counter the dissemination of  "ter-
rorist ideology" and the drug threat
emanating from Afghanistan and
agreed to form a permanent bi-
lateral channel for consultations on
the issue.

In a tweet, Modi said,"had a de-
tailed and useful exchange of  views
with my friend President Putin on
recent  developments in
Afghanistan.

We also discussed issues on the
bilateral agenda, including India-
Russia cooperation against Covid-
19. We agreed to continue close
consultations on important issues".

PM MODI SPEAKS
TO PUTIN OVER 
AFGHAN SITUATION
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The onus is now fully on
the Taliban to translate

these commitments into reality. I
strongly urge the Taliban to adopt
norms of responsive governance
and human rights. A fundamental
red line will be the Taliban’s
treatment of women and girls
MICHELLE BACHELET | UN RIGHTS CHIEF

Union Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri Tuesday received and
carried one of the three
‘swaroops’ of the Sri Guru Granth
Sahib that were brought from
Kabul amid chaos in Afghanistan

SRI GURU GRANTH SAHIB 
ARRIVES FROM KABUL
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international
Ukraine is a
country that
dreams

ambitiously and acts
decisively. Such a
country becomes
NATO’s Enhanced
Opportunities Partner; such a
country is officially supported by
others when it applies to join the
European Union

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY |
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

of the
day uote 

From Sept 13
until March 31,
all private and

public sector workers
without a certificate
proving vaccination
or recovery from
Covid-19 within the last six months
will have to undergo one rapid test
per week

VASSILIS KILILIAS | HEALTH MINISTER, GREECE

We look
forward to
working

together with other
BRICS members for a
fruitful meeting with
the guidance of
leaders of the five countries to
further deepen BRICS strategic
mutual trust and cooperation in
political security

WANG WENBIN |
FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN, CHINA

Kathy Hochul, NY’s
first female Guv
Albany: Kathy Hochul became
the first female governor of
New York Tuesday, inheriting
immense challenges as she
takes over an administration
facing criticism for inaction
during Andrew Cuomo’s
distracted final months in
office. Hochul, a Democrat and
former member of Congress
from Western New York, took
the oath of office just after
midnight in a brief, private
event overseen by the state’s
chief judge, Janet DiFiore. 

SL ex-Foreign Min
dies of Covid-19
Colombo: Sri Lanka’s former
Foreign Minister Mangala
Samaraweera passed away
Tuesday at a private hospital
here due to Covid-19 related
complications. Samaraweera,
65, contracted the virus earlier
this month and was admitted
to an intensive care unit (ICU)
of the Lanka Hospital.
Samaraweera, who was Sri
Lanka's foreign minister twice
between 2005 and 2007 and
from 2015-2017, was the
second highest ranking Sri
Lankan politician to succumb
to Coronavirus.

Papua New Guinea
bans India flights
Papua New Guinea: Papua
New Guinea banned flights
from India indefinitely
Tuesday and accused the
country’s diplomats of
“deception” over apparent
breaches to Covid-19 travel
rules. The Melanesian nation’s
top Covid-19 official said in an
act of deliberate “deception”
India’s High Commission
helped dozens of
unauthorised travellers --
some Covid-positive -- to
arrive in Papua New Guinea. A
repatriation charter flight
from India arrived in Papua
New Guinea via Indonesia
early Tuesday with 111 people
on board, 30 more than the
original number approved,
according to officials.

Israel’s Covid case
tally surpasses 1M 
Jerusalem: The number of
Covid-19 cases in Israel has
reached 1,005,511, almost a
year and a half since the first
case was detected in the
country, the Israeli Ministry of
Health said Tuesday.
According to the WHO, Israel
thus became the 35th country
with more than 1 million
infections, reports Xinhua
news agency. Over 5.9 million
people in Israel, or 63.2
percent of its total population,
have received their first dose.

SHORT TAKES

Crowd gathers to watch the Changing of the Guard ceremony at Buckingham Palace, London, which is taking place for the first time since the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic PTI PHOTO

THE QUEEN’S GUARD

AGENCIES

Washington, August 24:President
Joe Biden is set to be briefed on the
US intelligence community’s in-
vestigation into how Covid-19
started, with the report likely to dis-
appoint in delivering clear answers
about the deadly pandemic’s origin
in China.

Biden in May ordered aides to
work to resolve disputes among
intelligence agencies examining
rival theories about how the novel
Coronavirus started, including a
once-dismissed theory about the pos-
sibility of  a laboratory accident
in China.

A 90-day intelligence review the
president ordered is due Tuesday,
according to White House press
secretary Jen Psaki, with the release
of  unclassified portions likely to
take a few days longer.

Yet three US government offi-
cials and a fourth person familiar
with the scope of  the investiga-
tion said they did not expect the re-
view to lead to firm conclusions
after China stymied earlier inter-
national efforts to gather key in-
formation on the ground.

Instead, one official said the re-
port would likely point to addi-
tional lines of  inquiry that offi-
cials could pursue, including

demands of  China that are likely
to further ratchet up tensions with
Beijing at a time when the country’s

ties with Washington are at their
lowest point in decades.

People familiar with intelligence

reporting have said that there has
been little corroboration over re-
cent months that the virus had
spread widely and naturally
amongst wild animals.

Meanwhile, China has refused
to give US researchers the kind of

access to the Wuhan lab and offi-
cials there that the US believes it
would need to definitively try to de-
termine the virus’ origins.

The WHO’s director-general,
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, has
said the group has not ruled out
any hypothesis. The Geneva-based
organization is set to impanel a new
group to further examine the origins
of  the virus causing Covid-19.

For its part, China has ridiculed
a theory that Covid-19 escaped
from the state virology lab in
Wuhan and pushed fringe theo-
ries including that the virus slipped
out of  a lab in Fort Detrick,
Maryland, in 2019.

US review of Covid origin unlikely to give answers
COVID-19 HAS KILLED 4.6 MILLION PEOPLE WORLDWIDE, BUT ITS PRECISE ORIGINS REMAIN SHROUDED IN MYSTERY

It’s basically
impossible to have a

proper investigation if
one of the main parties
doesn’t want to cooperate.
We need to proceed as if
both hypotheses are true
THOMAS WRIGHT | 
BROOKINGS INSTITUTION

AGENCIES

Singapore, August 24: US Vice
President Kamala Harris Tuesday
accused Beijing of  coercion and in-
timidation to back unlawful claims
in the South China Sea, her most
pointed comments on China during
a visit to Southeast Asia, which she
said was critical to US security.

Harris’s seven-day trip to
Singapore and Vietnam, only her
second foray internationally, is
aimed at standing up to China’s
growing security and economic in-
fluence, addressing concerns about
China’s claims to disputed parts
of  the South China Sea and show-
ing Washington can lead the way. 

She said the United States had put
itself  forward to host a 2023 meet-
ing of  the 21-member Asia-Pacific
trade group APEC, which includes
the United States, China and Russia.

We know that Beijing continues
to coerce, to intimidate and to make
claims to the vast majority of  the
South China Sea, Harris said in
her speech. These unlawful claims
have been rejected by the 2016 ar-
bitral tribunal decision, and
Beijing’s actions continue to un-
dermine the rules-based order and
threaten the sovereignty of  na-
tions, she said, referring to an in-
ternational tribunal’s ruling over
China’s claims in The Hague.

China has established military
outposts on artificial islands in the
waters, which are crossed by vital

shipping lanes and also contain
gas fields and rich fishing grounds.

China intimidates to
back SCS claims: US VP

In a speech in Singapore, Harris laid out the US
vision for the region built on human rights and a

rules based international order

China hits back
with Afghan dig 
Beijing: China Tuesday held up
America’s chaotic withdrawal
from Afghanistan as an example
of Washington’s “selfish” foreign
policy, hitting back at Vice
President Kamala Harris’s
accusations of intimidation in
Asian waters. China’s foreign
ministry spokesman Wang
Wenbin snapped back, accusing
the US of hiding behind rhetoric
of a rules-based global order to
defend its own “bullying,
hegemonic behavior”. “The
current events in Afghanistan
clearly tell us what the rules and
order the US speaks of are,” he
told a regular press briefing. “In
order to defend ‘America first’,
the US can arbitrarily smear,
uppress, coerce and bully other
countries without paying any
price,” he added. “This is the
order the US wants... but who
will believe them now?”

Israel PM to present Iran plan on maiden US visit
AGENCIES

Jerusalem, August 24:New Israeli
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
plans to push for a new Iran strat-
egy during his first White House
visit, saying he will urge US
President Joe Biden not to revive
the 2015 nuclear deal with Tehran.

The visit gives the US admin-
istration an opportunity to demon-
strate business as usual with its
closest Middle East ally while it
contends with the chaotic situa-
tion in Afghanistan, Biden’s
biggest foreign policy crisis since
taking office.

“Iran is advancing rapidly with
uranium enrichment and has al-
ready significantly shortened the
time it would take to accumulate
the material required for a single

nuclear bomb,” he said.
Bennett said he would tell Biden:

“This is the time to stop the
Iranians, not to give them a lifeline
in the form of  re-entering an expired
nuclear deal.”

A US official said Bennett’s ex-
pected entreaties for the Biden ad-
ministration to drop its efforts to
revive the agreement are not likely

to bear fruit.
Bennett told his cabinet he would

present Biden with “an orderly
plan that we have formulated in the
past two months to curb the
Iranians, both in the nuclear sphere
and vis-à-vis regional aggression”.
He gave no further details.

Asked Monday about any new
Iran strategy proposal from
Bennett, US State Department
spokesman Ned Price said: “I will
leave it to the Israeli prime min-
ister to describe to the American
president any thoughts that the
Israeli government may have when
it comes to Iran.”

The IAEA said Iran had
accelerated uranium
enrichment to near
weapons-grade

AGENCIES

Is lamabad,  August  24 :
Unabashedly admitting Pakistan
military’s close ties with Taliban
and its anti-India agenda, a leader
of  the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf  (PTI) government has talked
about taking help of  the Taliban
in Kashmir during an on-air tel-
evision show.

During a TV news debate, PTI
leader Neelam Irshad Sheikh said
the Taliban have announced that
they will join hands with Pakistan
in Kashmir.

“The Taliban are saying that they
are with us and they will help us in
Kashmir,” Sheikh said during the
show. However, earlier the Taliban
had stated that Kashmir is India’s
“internal and bilateral” issue.

Alarmed by the statement of
the PTI leader, the news anchor
said, “Madam, do you realise what
you have said? You have no idea
what you have said. For God’s
sake ma’am, this show will air
around the world. This will be
viewed in India.”

However, an unaffected and un-
concerned Irshad Sheikh con-
tinued saying that “Taliban will

h elp  u s  bec a u s e  t h ey  h ave  
been mistreated.”

Earlier, the Afghan government
had accused Pakistan and its in-
telligence service of  playing a key
role in fostering the Taliban.

PAKISTAN WANTS TO TAKE
TALIBAN HELP IN KASHMIR

Indigenous rocket
system launched
Islamabad: Pakistan Tuesday
successfully test launched an
indigenously developed guided
multi-launch rocket system,
Fatah-1, capable of precisely
delivering conventional
warheads deep into enemy
territory. The weapon system
will give Pakistan Army the
capability of precision target
engagement deep in enemy
territory, the Army said in a
statement. The Army said the
rocket is capable of delivering
conventional warheads. This
was the second flight of Fatah-
1, after its first launch in
January. At the time, Director
General of Pakistan Army,
Media Wing, Major General
Babar Iftikhar, said Fatah-1
weapon system can hit targets
up to a range of 140 km.

AGENCIES

Washington, August 24: The
Pentagon said Tuesday there had
been no change so far in its plan to
meet President Joe Biden’s evacua-
tion deadline for Afghanistan by the
end of  the month and that it intends
to withdraw US troops by then.

“We’re absolutely still aiming to-
wards the end of  the month,” Kirby
said, while adding that the Pentagon
may need additional bases to house
evacuees from Afghanistan.

“The president’s direction has
been to complete this withdrawal,
this evacuation and withdrawal, by
the 31st of  August. That is the di-
rection that we are operating under
and therefore, that is driving a lot

of  our plans,” Kirby said.
“You heard the national security

adviser say yesterday that he be-
lieves that we can accomplish this

mission by the end of  the month. If
and when there’s any change to
that we’ll certainly make it clear to
the American people,” he said.

An emergency meeting of  the G7
leaders on Tuesday agreed that
the Taliban will be held account-
able for its actions in Afghanistan
on protecting women's rights and
preventing terrorism.

"We reaffirm that the Taliban
will be held accountable for their
actions on preventing terrorism, on
human rights in particular those
of  women, girls and minorities and
on pursuing an inclusive political
settlement in Afghanistan," said a
statement issued by Downing Street
after British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson convened the meeting.

No change in evacuation deadline
AFGHANISTAN’S NEW TALIBAN RULERS SAID TUESDAY THEY WANTED ALL FOREIGN EVACUATIONS

FROM THE COUNTRY COMPLETED BY THE AUGUST 31 DEADLINE

Groups of people wait on the tarmac at Kabul's airport REUTERS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Berlin, August 24: Western al-
lies will not be able to fly every
Afghan who needs protection out
of  Kabul before the United States’
planned August 31 withdrawal
deadline, German Foreign Minister
Heiko Maas said Tuesday.

“Even if  (the evacuation) goes on
until August 31 or even a few days
longer, it will not be enough to allow
those who we, or the United States,
want to fly out,” Maas told Bild TV.

Allies must therefore plot out
how they can keep getting people
out of  Afghanistan even if  the mil-

itary operation ends as scheduled.
If  the August 31 deadline is

kept, then the Americans “will
certainly need two days to fly out
their own military alone”, said
Maas, thereby possibly bringing
forward the last day for the civil-
ian evacuation flights. 

‘Not all will make it out of Af’
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Washington: America’s top spy
held a secret meeting with the
Taliban’s de facto leader Abdul
Ghani Baradar in Kabul Monday in
the highest-level face-to-face en-
counter between the two sides since
the militant group seized the Afghan
capital, a media report said Tuesday.

CIA Director William J Burns
held a secret meeting in Kabul
Monday with Baradar in the high-
est-level face-to-face encounter be-
tween the Taliban and the Biden ad-
ministration since the militants
seized the Afghan capital, the

Washington Post reported, citing un-
named US officials who spoke on the
condition of  anonymity.

President Joe Biden’s decision to
dispatch his top spy, a veteran of  the
foreign service, comes amid a fran-
tic effort to evacuate people from
Kabul international airport in what
the president has called one of  the
largest, most difficult airlifts in
history, the paper said.

The CIA declined to comment on
the Taliban meeting but the discus-
sions likely involved the impending
August 31 deadline for the US military
to conclude its airlift of  US citizens
and Afghan allies, it added.

CIA director met Taliban: Report
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The
displacement

and resettlement of
Afghan refugees in the US
and elsewhere is one of
the biggest humanitarian
crises of our time. We feel
a responsibility to step up
BRIAN CHESKY | AIRBNB CEO

India’s crude oil production continued its
declining trend, falling by over 3% in July as
state-owned ONGC produced less than the
target. The country’s crude oil production
declined by 3.2% in July to 2.5 million tonnes
when compared with previous year, according
to the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

INDIA’S CRUDE OIL 
PRODUCTION DIPS 

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

Maruti will be
in the electric
vehicle sector.

We will introduce
electric vehicles, but
we will do that at an
appropriate time
when it will be feasible to sell these
electric vehicles in reasonable
numbers and when it will be feasible
to sell them without making a loss
on the whole operation 

RC BHARGAVA | MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA

CHAIRMAN

of the
day uote 

Our applied
tariffs are way
below the

bound rate of 50.8
per cent (permissible
limit under the WTO),
and with a positive
momentum, India is working in
mission mode to achieve the target
of $400 billion merchandise exports
in 2021-22

PIYUSH GOYAL | UNION MINISTER OF

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

I would like to
give advice as
well as request

the auto industry to
support electric
vehicles...This sector
is emerging and is a
big opportunity for us...Dealers, OEMs
and auto component manufacturers
are important part of this

MAHENDRA NATH PANDEY | HEAVY

INDUSTRIES MINISTER

HP brings new
Envy portfolio
New Delhi: HP announced the
new Envy portfolio to cater to
the evolving demands of
today’s content creators. The
new portfolio, comprising
Envy 14 and Envy 15
notebooks, fulfils the growing
demand among creative
professionals. The HP Envy
portfolio is equipped with
optimum power upto 16.5
hours of battery life and is
optimised with creative
software programmes and
tools typically used by
creators including Adobe
Photoshop, Adobe Premiere
Pro, Adobe Lightroom, and
more. The HP Envy 14 is
available at a starting 
price of `1, 04,999 and HP Envy
15 is available at a starting
price of `1, 54,999.

Samsung aims to
train 50K youths 
Bhubaneswar: Samsung India
announced the launch of
‘Samsung DOST’ (Digital &
Offline Skills Training) aiming
to make 50,000 youths job-
ready for the electronics retail
sector over the next few
years. Samsung has 
partnered with India’s premier
skill development
organisation, National Skill
Development Corporation
(NSDC), to execute the
programme through its
nationwide skills training
centres. The company has
signed an MoU with NSDC for
the programme under which
the youths will receive 200
hours of blended classroom
and online training, followed
by five months of on-
the-job training at Samsung
retail stores, along with a
monthly stipend at par with
industry standards. 

Damodara Nanda
felicitated in city
Bhubaneswar: After resigning
from All India Bank Officers’
Federation, Odisha,
Damodara Nanda received a
farewell by State Executive
Committee held at SBI Main
branch. For the past two
decades Nanda has been
lauded for his leading role.
President Bhabani Sankar
Mishra and Joint Secretary of
All India Bank Officers’
Federation Sabyasachi Swain
congratulated him. Pramod
Mekap, former employee and
Purnachandra Ganda were
also honoured. Bhabani
Shankar was also 
felicitated by the State
Committee for being elected
as the All India president of
the IOB Officers’ Federation
and All India Senior Vice-
president of AIBOC. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, August 24: Electronics
manufacturing services company
Optiemus Electronics Tuesday an-
nounced a strategic partnership
with Apple’s contract manufac-
turer Wistron to boost production.

Optiemus Electronics Ltd (OEL)
Managing Director A Gururaj said
Wistron will invest `1,350 crore
over the next 3-5 years under an
agreement signed between the two
companies.

OEL expects to generate rev-
enue of `38,000 crore in the next 3-
5 years and create 11,000 jobs.

“Demand for electronics has
been growing. Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme has started
a new chapter in the Indian elec-
tronics manufacturing sector. With
partnership with Wistron, Optiemus
will focus on manufacturing of
mobile devices, personal comput-
ers, electric vehicles etc. Optiemus
and Wistron Corporation will jointly
explore the possibilities of  cater-
ing to both domestic and overseas
customers through OEL's manu-
facturing facilities,” Gururaj said.

OEL has two manufacturing

plants in Noida, Uttar Pradesh
with a total combined manufac-
turing capacity of  20 lakh devices
per month.

OEL has worked with Blackberry,
LG, HTC, Jio etc. It is a subsidiary
of  listed firm Optiemus Infracom.
Wistron was earlier a joint ven-
ture partner of  Optiemus.

Gururaj said both the firms have
come again together to address
the boom in the electronics man-
ufacturing sector.

Wistron is making the entire in-
vestment of `1,350 crore under the
agreement, Gururaj said.

“These (`38,000 crore revenue)
projections  are  based on a  
PLI scheme drafted by the gov-
ernment in which a target has
been set. The investment of `1,350
crore will be invested in mobile
phones and telecom products over
a period of  3-5 years,” Optiemus
Infracom Chair man Ashok 
Kumar Gupta said.

Optiemus joins Wistron in 
boost for manufacturing

REUTERS

Tokyo, August 24: Akira Yoshino,
a co-winner of  the 2019 Nobel Prize
in chemistry for his work on
lithium-ion batteries, can take
credit for the upheaval in both
the automotive and technology
industries.

Lithium-ion batteries have pro-
vided the first serious competi-
tion in a century to fossil fuels
and combustion engines for trans-
portation. Now an honorary fel-
low at Asahi Kasei, the Japanese
chemical firm where he has
worked for nearly 50 years, Yoshino
sees more disruption ahead as
transportation and digital tech-
nology become one industry, shar-

ing lithium battery technology.
Speaking to Reuters, Yoshino

said: “There are two major areas
of  innovation that would be the
key. One would be new cathode
materials and anode materials.
The second one would be the sys-
tem where the EV is used. In other
words, how people will be using
the EVs, and how they charge them
and discharge them.”

If  autonomous electric vehicles
can become practical, that will
cause a huge change in the way
people use vehicles, he added.

On wireless charging of  electric
vehicle batteries, he said: “The
basic technology for wireless charg-
ing is not a problem. The prob-
lem is how to apply this in a prac-

tical system. There are two pos-
sibilities. One is cars that are

parked in a certain place where
wireless charging is available. The

second one is while the car is 
moving. It’s probably not going
to be on every road, but on certain
roads where this is available, that
could be possible.”

“If  you think of  autonomous
electric vehicles, the vehicles will
know when they need to charge
and on their own just go to the
charging station. That kind of  
situation can be practical sooner
than you think.”

On fuel cell vehicle batteries
Yoshino said: “With the fuel cell ve-
hicle, there are challenges on the
technology and the costs, but you
can overcome them. If  you think
about the longer term, 2030 to 2050,
autonomous shared vehicles are
going to come about. Hypothetically,

an autonomous vehicle could be run
by a gasoline engine, it could be elec-
tric, it could be a fuel cell. It does-
n’t matter what the power source
is. But it needs to replenish its 
energy somehow. If  the vehicle
can’t do that automatically without
a human intervention, the system
is kind of  meaningless. The same
thing would be true for gasoline 
or hydrogen.”

“In that sense, the electric ve-
hicle is the one that can replace its
energy automatically. If  you think
of  the Roomba vacuum cleaner,
this goes around the room and it
goes and recharges itself. If  the
Roomba needed a person to come
and fill up the tank, nobody would
want to buy the Roomba.”

‘More disruption as transport, digital tech become one industry’ 
If autonomous electric vehicles can become practical, that will cause a huge change in the way people use vehicles, says battery pioneer Akira Yoshino 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24: The
mobile subscriber base in Odisha
has now reached about 3.48 crore
as on June 30, 2021, as per the 
latest telecom subscriber data 
released by TRAI.

According to the TRAI report,
over 3.13 lakh new subscribers
were added in the state in June, 2021.
Total net mobile subscription stood
at 3.48 crore in the same month.

Odisha is in a lower position
compared to other states in tele-den-
sity in India as on June 30, 2021.
According to TRAI’s report, Odisha
still figures among the bottom five
states/telecom circles with tele-
density far below the national 
average. Over 20% people in the
state still have no access to mobile
network. The state’s tele-density
is 79.49% at the end of  June, 2021.

TRAI also stated that private
telecom operators like Reliance
Jio and Airtel and state-owned
BSNL have added new subscribers
in the same month. 

As per the latest the telecom
subscriber data for the month of

June 2021, Reliance Jio added high-
est 2,52,878 mobile subscribers in
Odisha, followed by Airtel which
added 1,13,342 subscribers. BSNL
added just 12,090 subscribers in
the month in the state, while
Vodafone Idea lost 64,293 subscribers
in the month, revealed the report.

Now Jio subscribers in Odisha
reached nearly 1.5 crore (1, 49,
94,892), the highest ever by any
single operator in the state, with
over 43% market share. Also, as
per wireline subscriber details re-
leased by TRAI for June 2021, Jio
has over 63,645 JioFiber subscribers
in the state as on June 30, 2021.

State yet to reach 100% 
mobile network access 

OVER 3.13 LAKH NEW SUBSCRIBERS WERE
ADDED IN ODISHA IN JUNE, 2021: TRAI

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 24:
Executive Director of  Indian Bank
VV Shenoy made his visit to Odisha
for the first time after the amal-
gamation of  the bank. 

During his visit, Shenoy attended
Mega Retail and MSME Camp or-
ganised at Field General Manager
Office in Bhubaneswar. The Zonal
Managers from seven zones of
Odisha and borrowers also par-
ticipated in the programme. 

The bank always focused on
boosting retail and MSME sectors
by extending credits to them. During

the Mega Retail and MSME Camp,
the Executive Director handed over
spot loan sanction tickets to some
borrowers. The bank authorities
stated that a total of `143 crore was
handed over to 407 borrowers dur-
ing the camp.  

Shenoy also attended a review
meeting. He addressed the peo-
ple and encouraged them. The
programme was coordinated by
Field General Manager SSP Roy.
DGM Manoranjan Dash, Zonal
Manager R Srinivasan, AGM
Manoranjan Sahoo, Sanjiv Dua,
Rupesh Agrawal were also pres-
ent on this occasion.

Indian Bank’s ED visits Odisha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 24: The sprawl-
ing ‘The Ashok’ 5-star hotel in the
heart of  the national capital is
planned to be leased out to private
operators as part of  the govern-
ment’s ambitious target of  mon-
etising ‘under-utilised’ public sec-
tor assets.

The Ashok and the adjacent
Hotel Samrat are among the eight
ITDC properties that have been
listed in the National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) released by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

India Tourism Development
Corporation (ITDC), a PSU under
the Tourism Ministry, runs hotels,

restaurants at various places for
tourists, besides providing trans-
port facilities.

The present network of  ITDC
consists of  four Ashok Group of
Hotels, four Joint Venture Hotels,
seven transport units part of  the
travel and tourism infrastructure,
14 Duty-Free Shops at Seaports,

one sound and light show, and four
catering outlets.

As per the monetisation plan,
ITDC would divest Hotel Ranchi
Ashok in Ranchi and Hotel Nilachal
in Puri.

Strategically located New Delhi’s
Hotel Ashok would be monetised
by way of  a sub-lease, while Hotel
Samrat would be given to private
players under O&M (Operation &
Maintenance) agreement.

Hotel Pondicherry Ashok in
Puducherry would be monetised
through joint leasing, while for
Hotel  Kaling a Ashok in
Bhubaneswar and Hotel Jammu
Ashok in Jammu O&M contract
model will be followed. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 24: Global in-
vestors are cautious on India be-
cause of  expensive valuations, but
intrigued by domestic households
buying stocks, Swiss brokerage
UBS said Tuesday.

They are also questioning the
near-term sustainability of  the
bets being taken by the retail in-
vestors, it said in a report, adding
that the net outflows by foreign in-
stitutional investors (FIIs) are in-
dicative of  the same views.

It said in the ongoing September
quarter, FIIs have so far pulled out
USD 1.1 billion on a net basis as
against inflows of  USD 0.8 billion

and USD 7.3 billion in the preced-
ing two quarters. Even as the FIIs
are pulling out money, households
have been ‘investing heavily’ in
the market and net purchased USD
5 billion in equities in the June
2021 quarter. Retail direct owner-
ship is at a 12-year high, UBS noted.

Flows from domestic mutual
funds have also turned positive after
four quarters, and risk of  a COVID-
19 third wave, ramp-up in vaccina-
tions and earnings momentum are
keys to market sentiment, it said.

There is little room for re-rat-
ing given the expensive valuations,
it said, adding that if  low absolute
returns continue, that could lead
to fatigue in retail flows. 

Global investors wary about India,
intrigued by retail buying: UBS

‘The Ashok’ to be leased out to pvt cos 
Hotel Nilachal in Puri among ITDC hotels to be monetised in 4 years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 24: Fintech firm
BharatPe Tuesday announced its
foray into the consumer space with
the launch of  12% Club app that will
allow consumers to invest and earn
up to 12 per cent annual interest or
borrow at similar rate. 

BharatPe has partnered with
RBI-approved NBFCs to offer 
this investment-cum-borrowing
product for consumers, a state-
ment said. 

The company, which provides
financial services to merchants,
aims to achieve an investment
AUM (assets under management)
of  USD 100 million (about `741.8
crore) and a lending AUM of  USD
50 million (about `371 crore) from
12% Club by the end of  the current
fiscal year, it added.

The new product will be available
on Google Play Store and Apple
App Store. 

“Consumers on the 12% Club
app can invest their savings anytime
by choosing to lend money through
BharatPe’s partner P2P NBFCs.
Additionally, consumers can avail
collateral-free loans of  up to `10
lakh on the 12% Club for a tenure
of  3 months, as per their conven-
ience,” the statement said.

Recently, Cred had also launched
CRED Mint - in partnership with
Liquiloans (RBI-registered P2P
NBFC) - to help its members earn
interest of  up to 9 per cent per
annum by investing between
`1-10 lakh. 

BharatPe said there will be no
processing charges or pre-payment
charges on the consumer loans,
and added that the loan eligibility
will be defined based on a num-
ber of  factors including consumer's
credit score, the shopping history
using Payback loyalty system or the
payments done via BharatPe QR.

BharatPe launches
‘12% Club’ app

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 24: India Inc’s
philanthropic spends have grown
by 3.62 per cent to `22,000 crore in
FY21 as profits expanded, and a
majority of  the allocations have
been done to pandemic-linked
causes, a report said Tuesday.

The report by rating agency
Crisil said that while the first wave
saw greater spending in cash
largely through the PM-CARES
Fund, the preference shifted to
more direct support through in-
kind spends in the second wave.
Corporates contributed only `85
crore to the PM-CARES Fund dur-
ing the second wave between March-
June 2021, as against `831 crore to
what was classified as 'others'. During
the first wave between March-May
2020, they had contributed `4,316
crore to the PM-CARES Fund and
`3,221 crore to others.

“Given the severity of  the latter
(second wave), support largely came
in the shape of  supporting the health-
care infrastructure with equipment
such as ventilators, oxygen con-
centrators, cylinders, testing kits, and
donation of  food/ ration – where
an exact monetary value could not
be ascribed,” the report said.

The report, released Tuesday,
said assuming that the spending
was around the mandated mark
of  2 per cent of  average profit of  the
preceding three fiscals, eligible
companies would have spent`22,000
crore on CSR in FY21 as against
`21,231 crore in FY20. 

CSR spends up 3%
in FY21, says report

2019 Nobel Prize winner Akira Yoshino
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Leeds, August 24: A supremely
confident India will look to tighten
the noose around a struggling
England and captain Virat Kohli
will be expected to overcome his
prolonged lean patch when the
third Test of  the five-match series
begins here Wednesday. 

Kohli’s last international hun-
dred came in November 2019 and
though he has scored a couple of
40s in the series so far, the ex-
pectations have always been sky
high from the modern great.

He looked a tad vulnerable
around the off-stump in the first
two Tests and one can expect him
to present a tighter technique
when the ball is pitched on the
fourth stump at Headingley.  

The form of  Cheteshwar Pujara
and Ajinkya Rahane had also
been a cause of  concern for India
but that has been put to rest after
the experienced duo batted for
almost 50 overs on day four of
the Lord’s Test and were respon-
sible for taking the game to the
final day before the Indian pacers

scripted a famous win.
The performance of  openers

Rohit Sharma and KL Rahul has
been the biggest plus for India
in the batting department. Both
have showed remarkable tem-
perament and technique in test-
ing conditions to give the team a
solid start.

Rahul, who was drafted into
the team in place of  injured
Mayank Agarwal, has grown in
confidence with each innings and
seem to be sure about which balls
to play and which ones to leave,
which is critical for success in
English conditions.   

Rohit too has looked in sub-
lime touch and only needs to fig-
ure when to play his trademark
pull shot, having fallen to that
stroke twice in the series so far.

Rishabh Pant will play the way
he plays and Ravindra Jadeja has
also done a decent job at No.7. It
can be said that he is playing in
the team more as a batsman than
as a left-arm spinner.  

With conditions expected to be
cold and favourable for the pacers
at Headingley, India are expected

to retain the four-prong pace at-
tack, leaving no space for R
Ashwin once again. 

Shardul Thakur is fully fit but
it is unlikely that Kohli will make
any changes in the pace attack
which won India the game on day
five at Lord’s. 

Ishant Sharma, who had not
played the opening Test, was re-
ally impressive at Lord’s and the
hugely experienced pacer is likely
to be preferred over Thakur, who
is the lesser bowler compared to
Ishant but the better batsman. 

The potency of  the world-class
attack has been increased by
Mohammad Siraj, who was sen-
sational on day five and has im-
pressed many with his relentless
accuracy. India  last
played here in 2002 when they
registered a famous win by an
innings and 46 runs. None of  the
current players have the experi-
ence of  playing on this ground and
it will be interesting to see how
they adapt to the challenge.  

England, on the other hand,
will be hoping their batting woes
will subside with the inclusion

of
white-
bal l  spe -
cialist Dawid
Malan. Malan
last played a
Tes t  t h ree
years ago but
is expected to
deliver con-
sidering his rich
first-class experi-
ence.

The southpaw will bat
at No.3, moving Haseeb
Hameed up the order
to open alongside Rory
Burns. England bats-
men have to find a way
to score and help skip-
per Root, who has
made of  the bulk of
the team’s runs so far.

M a rk  Wo o d ,  wh o
troubled the Indian
batsmen with his
extra pace, is injured
and that  puts Saqib
Mahmood in good po-
sition to make his Test
debut Wednesday. 

Bumrah wasn’t
trying to dismiss,

feels Jimmy

VIRAT & CO EYE SERIES LEAD

Jasprit Bumrah shares a laugh with James Anderson during the second
Test at the Lord’s

LEEDS:Senior England pacer James
Anderson has hinted that Jasprit
Bumrah was not trying to get him
out during the Lord’s Test in which
the Indian fast bowler rattled him
with a barrage of  bouncers.

Bumrah bowled a 10-ball over
mostly comprising bouncers and one
of  them hit Anderson on the helmet.
Words were exchanged following
that incident and Anderson was
not pleased about the Indian’s tac-
tics.

“I got caught off  guard a little bit
because all the batters coming in
were saying how slow the pitch
was. Banged in short; it was really
slow. When I came out to bat, Joe
Root said Bumrah was not bowling
as quick as he normally does,”
Anderson said on the BBC
Tailenders Podcast.

“And then, the first ball was 90
miles an hour and on the money,
wasn’t it? And it felt like, I haven’t

felt like this ever in my career. I
felt he wasn’t trying to get me out.

“He bowled an over, maybe 10, 11,
12 balls (10). He was bowling no-
ball after no-ball, bowling short. I
think he bowled two on the stumps
which I managed to dig out.”

The following day Bumrah got the
taste of  his own medicine but the
Indian handled the England pacers
rather well and shared an 89-run
stand with Mohammad Shami to set
up a big win for the visitors.

R Ashwin, who did not play that
game, also spoke about that incident
between Bumrah and Anderson.
“England took that Anderson in-
cident very personally. Bumrah
said he didn’t even know what hap-
pened but all of  us got together
and told him what Anderson said
to him and that riled us up. What
happened next was extraordinary,”
said Ashwin on his Youtube
Channel.
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VIRAT KOHLI: You can never say in England that now you
are set (on pitch). You have to put your ego in your pock-
et. You have to bat the same way you bat for your first 30
runs and then repeat the same template till it is possible.
If you are not patient in England you can get out at any-
time, no matter how experienced you are or how many
runs you have under your belt. You need good decision
making because, conditions in England are toughest in
the world, in my opinion

AJINKYA RAHANE: When you are playing in
the UK, your line and lengths are very impor-
tant and that’s a challenge as a bowling unit.
When you get the rhythm (both with bat and
ball), it’s about maintaining it and just being
confident about yourself. I don’t see any diffi-
culty playing at Headingley. It’s all in the mind,
mentally we are strong. All the players are in
good space

JOE ROOT: There’s the theatre
and everything else surrounding
the game. We’ve got to make sure
that we play the game how we
want to play and we look after
that as best as we can. Virat’s
team will play how they play, I
just want us to go out and be the
best version of ourselves

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Tokyo, August 24: In manner
most fitting, the Tokyo Paralympics
began here Tuesday with the cen-
tral theme of  ‘We Have Wings’ in
a colourful opening ceremony, de-
picting the para athletes’ endeav-
our to fly high in the face of  unimag-
inable adversities.

At times tugging at the heart-
strings, the otherwise joyous and
colourful opening ceremony – the
main character of  which was a ‘lit-
tle one-winged plane’ – encapsulated
the idea that every human being has
its own wings, and by mustering
courage and spreading them wide,
it can go anywhere irrespective of
which way the wind blows.

Emperor Naruhito declared the
Games open in front of  a near-
empty stadium before the
Paralympic flag was carried into
the National Stadium.

International Paralympic
Committee President Andrew
Parsons said the organisers of  the
Tokyo 2020 Paralympics can de-
liver a ‘safe’ event.

Prior to that, the ceremony paid
homage to the resilience of  para
athletes while giving the message
of  moving forward amid the un-
relenting devastation being caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Paralympics have returned
to Tokyo for the first time in 57
years, making the Japanese capi-
tal the first ever city to host the

Games twice.
The ceremony was set in a ‘Para

Airport’ – a symbol of  diversity and
inclusion – and began with a video
that depicted the strength of  para
athletes.

In the video, a gentle breeze
turned into a huge gust of  wind that
reached the stadium and swept
through the field of  play. Following
this, a group of  crew members,
who work at the airport, began a
countdown at the end of  which
fireworks lit up the night sky to cel-
ebrate the start of  the Games. 

IPC chief  Parsons and Naruhito
were welcomed to the stadium fol-
lowing which the Japanese flag
was carried to the stage by six in-
dividuals including Kaori Icho,
four-times Olympic freestyle
wrestling champion and Takumi
Astani, a rescue worker. Sombre
music played in the background.

After introducing the 22 sports
and events at Tokyo 2020, a colour-
ful line of  light appeared at the
end of  the first video, which then
transformed into the runway of
the Para Airport. Giant propellers
and balloons surrounded the outer
stage, forming the Agitos symbol
of  the Paralympics.

After the Parade of  Nations
came the ‘little one-winged plane’
– performed by young 13-year-old
wheelchair-bound Yui Wago, who
had never acted before. 

The little one-winged plane does
not believe she can fly. But inspired

by the others around her – a group
of  vehicles who are unlike any-
one she has ever met before in-
cluding a huge, dazzling truck and
his companions – she musters
enough courage and confidence
and returns to Para Airport, where
she heads towards the runway in
the darkness alone. 

The crew joined her, began clap-
ping to a beat and cheer her on.
Before long, she takes off  into the
night sky, her wing shining brightly.

Meanwhile, during the Parade
of  Nations, catching everyone’s
attention, a guide dog helped lead
the Israeli team out.

Tek Chand, who will compete in
shot put, led the Indian contin-
gent out during the opening cere-
mony after replacing high-jumper
Mariyappan Thangavelu as the
flag bearer at the last minute after
the latter came in close contact of
a COVID positive person during his
flight to Tokyo.

Apart from Tek Chand, others
in the opening included chef  de mis-
sion Gursharan Singh, deputy chef
de mission Arhan Bagati, the con-
tingent’s other administrative staff
and one coach, Satyanarayana.

During the Parade of  the Nations
in which the Refuge Paralympics
team entered first, Afghanistan’s
flag with the absent team got a
massive round of  applause from the
media and workers in the largely
empty stadium, showing solidar-
ity with a nation in turmoil.

GLITTERING START TO PARALYMPICS 
SHOT PUTTER TEK CHAND LED
THE INDIAN CONTINGENT OUT

DURING THE OPENING
CEREMONY AFTER REPLACING

HIGH-JUMPER MARIYAPPAN
THANGAVELU, CAME IN CLOSE

CONTACT OF A COVID POSITIVE
PERSON DURING HIS FLIGHT TO
TOKYO, AS THE FLAG BEARER AT

THE LAST MINUTE 

THIS EDITION OF THE
SHOWPIECE WILL FEATURE AN

UNPRECEDENTED 4403
ATHLETES (2550 MALE AND 1853

FEMALE), ECLIPSING THE
PREVIOUS RECORD OF 4328 AT

THE RIO 2016 

INDIA IS BEING 
REPRESENTED BY ITS LARGEST

EVER DELEGATION OF 54
ATHLETES 
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Artists take centrestage entertaining the 
spectators during the glittering ceremony

A torchbearer waves to the attendees after
lighting the Paralympic cauldron 

Fireworks at the Olympic Stadium gives a
colourful sight to the venue

The 13-year-old wheelchair-bound Yui Wago
performs the ‘little one-winged plane’

A guide dog catches attention while leading
the Israeli team out during the parade of nations

Ellie Simmonds and John Stubbs, Great Britain
flag-bearers, take a selfie before the parade

Ex India footballer
Chandrasekhar dies
KOCHI: Former India footballer and
Olympian O Chandrasekhar, who
was part of the gold medal-winning
Indian team at the 1962 Asian
Games, died Tuesday at his
residence here, family sources said.
He was 85, and survived by three
children. Chandrasekhar, a defender
in his playing days, was suffering
from age-related ailments for some
time, a source associated with the
family told PTI. He was a member of
the Travancore-Cochin Santosh
Trophy team and had captained the
Indian team in a few tournaments.
Most notably, he was a member of
the 1960 Rome Olympics Indian
team besides being part of the 1962
Jakarta Asian Games. 

4 in semifinals of
Asian Youth boxing
NEW DELHI: Four Indian boxers
entered the semifinals of the Asian
Youth boxing championships being
held in Dubai after a day of mixed
results for the country. Jaydeep
Rawat (71kg) defeated UAE’s
Mohammed Eissa in the most
dominating show by an Indian,
outclassing his rival in the second
round. Vanshaj (63.5kg) won 5-0
against Tajikistan’s Makhkamov
Dovud, while Daksh Singh (67kg)
defeated Kyrgyzstan’s Eldar
Turdubaev 4-1. Suresh Vishvanath
(48kg) was up against against
Kyrgyzstan’s Amantur Zholbborosv
and prevailed 5-0. However, Victor
Saikhom Singh (54kg) lost to
Kyrgyzstan’s Derbek Tilvaldiev 2-3,
while Vijay Singh(57kg) was beaten
0-3 by Tajikistan’s Morodov
Abubakr. Rabindra Singh lost 2-3 to
Tajikistan’s Yoqubov Abdurrahim.

ATKMB advance 
MALE (MALDIVES): ATK Mohun
Bagan qualified for the knockout
stages of the AFC Cup following a
1-1 stalemate with Bangladesh
champions Bashundhara Kings in a
Group D match here Tuesday. The
Indian club made the inter-zonal
semifinal of the second tier
continental tournament as South
Asian Zone champions. Jonathan
Fernandes (28th minute) put the
Bangladeshi side ahead in the first
half before teammate Sushanto
Tripura was sent off at the stroke of
halftime. David Williams (62nd)
scored the equaliser.

SHORT TAKES


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


