
Keonjhar Sadar BJP MLA Mohan Charan Majhi had
a narrow escape Sunday after miscreants
hurled bombs at his car
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Odisha-born actor Sulagna Panigrahi will
be playing one of the leads in a period
drama titled Vidrohi

ICONIC ROLE
A vintage MS Dhoni scores an
unbeaten 18 in just 6 balls
to prop Kings 
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

We’ve arrested the minister’s son! It took 12
hours of intense interrogation to convince

him that nothing will happen to him!
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ISLAMABAD: Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan, revered as the
“father of Pakistan’s nuclear bomb”, has died at 85, the
authorities said Sunday. He had been hospitalised with
Covid-19. The atomic scientist was hailed as a national
hero for transforming his country into the world’s first
Islamic nuclear power, but regarded by the West as a
dangerous renegade responsible for smuggling
technology to rogue states. He died after being
transferred to the KRL Hospital in Islamabad with lung problems, state-run
broadcaster PTV reported. P10

‘FATHER OF PAKISTAN’S BOMB’ AQ KHAN DIES
MOSCOW: Sixteen people were killed after an aircraft
carrying parachutists crashed in central Russia
Sunday, the emergencies ministry said. The L-410
plane carrying 22 people crashed around 9:23 a.m.
local time (0623 GMT) during a flight over the republic
of Tatarstan, the ministry said on its Telegram
channel. “Six people were rescued, 16 were taken out
without signs of life,” the ministry said. The ministry had earlier said that 15
people died and that the aircraft was carrying 23 people. Images published by
the ministry showed the aircraft broken in half with a severely dented nose. 

16 KILLED AFTER PLANE CRASHES IN RUSSIA

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 10: The build-up
to power crisis in the country wors-
ened this month as acute fuel short-
ages at power plants threaten out-
ages in coming days stalling the
revival wheels of  world’s fastest
growing major economy.

As per official data, country’s
135-odd thermal plants on an av-
erage are sitting on just four days
of  coal stocks at the end of
September, down from 13 days coal
stocks at the beginning of  August.
Regulations mandate 22 days of
stock at thermal plants.

Several plants in the states of
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu are on alert for
outages. In Delhi, state Power
Minister Satyendar Jain has said that
if  coal supply doesn’t improve, there
will be a blackout in Delhi in two days.

Odisha is also among the criti-
cal states. The Utkal Chamber Of
Commerce & Industry Ltd has
urged the state government to en-
sure adequate supply of  coal to
state-based industries which are fac-
ing an acute shortage of  dry fuel

to run their units.
The coal shortages at power

plants had come at a time when
production from Coal India, which
meets almost 80 per cent of  fuel
needs of  the country, had fallen
owing to long monsoon this year.
Though CIL maintains, its supplies
are nowhere at a lower level this year
compared to the last year, power sec-
tor sources said that the problem
is also compounding due to lower
interest shown by debt ridden state
utilities to buy more coal to run
power plants at optimal levels.

To meet the domestic shortages,
the option is to buy coal from abroad,
but the post COVID surge in elec-
tricity demand worldwide has cre-
ated added interest securing fuel

sources that had shot up global coal
prices. Imported coal price of
Indonesian coal has jumped from
$60/tonne in March-2021 to $160/tonne
(in September/October, 2021) of  5,000
GAR (Gross as Received) coal. The
import of  coal has decreased in com-
parison to 2019-20 due to import sub-
stitution and rising prices of  im-
ported coal. “Global developments
are now having a play in Indian
markets too. Sharp uptick in eco-
nomic activity with easing of  COVID
pandemic has pushed up power de-
mand with major industrial states
such as Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil
Nadu seeing demand rising between
14-20 per cent in last three months,”
said a power sector analyst from
one of  the four big audit firms.

Energy crisis worsens
n 135-odd thermal plants in
the country are sitting on
just four days of coal stocks
at the end of Sept, down
from 13 days coal stocks at
the beginning of August

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Tucson (USA), Oct 10: All of  the
2021 Nobel Prizes in science were
awarded to men. That’s a return to
business as usual after a couple of
good years for female laureates. 

In 2020, Emmanuelle Charpentier

and Jennifer Doudna won the chem-
istry prize for their work on the
CRISPR gene editing system, and
Andrea Ghez shared in the physics
prize for her discovery of  a su-
permassive black hole. 

2019 was another year of  all
male laureates, after biochemical
engineer Frances Arnold won
in 2018 for chemistry and Donna
Strickland received the 2018 Nobel
Prize in physics. Strickland and
Ghez were only the third and fourth
female physicists to get a Nobel, fol-
lowing Marie Curie in 1903 and
Maria Goeppert-Mayer 60 years
later. 

When asked how that felt,
Strickland noted that at first it was
surprising to realise so few women
had won the award: “But, I mean,

I do live in a world of  mostly men,
so seeing mostly men doesn't really
ever surprise me either.”

The rarity of  female Nobel lau-
reates raises questions about
women’s exclusion from educa-
tion and careers in science and

the undervaluing of  women’s con-
tributions on science teams. 

Women researchers have
come a long way over the past
century, but there's over-
whelming evidence that women
remain under-represented in

the STEM fields of  science, tech-
nology, engineering and math. 

Studies have shown that those
women who persist in these careers
face explicit and implicit barriers to
advancement. Bias is most intense
in fields that are dominated by men,
where women lack a critical mass
of  representation and are often
viewed as tokens or outsiders. 

As things are getting better in
terms of  equal representation,
what still holds women back in
the lab, in leadership and as award
winners? Women face a number of
structural and institutional bar-
riers in academic STEM careers. 

In addition to issues related to
the gender pay gap, the structure
of  academic science often makes
it difficult for women to get ahead
in the workplace and to balance
work and life commitments. Bench
science can require years of  ded-
icated time in a laboratory. The
strictures of  the tenure-track
process can make maintaining
work-life balance, responding to
family obligations and having chil-
dren or taking family leave difficult,
if  not impossible.  

Why men still dominate STEM award winning 
n The rarity of female
Nobel laureates raises 
questions about women’s
exclusion from education
and careers in science and
the undervaluing of
women’s contributions on
science teams

ECSTASY: Children hold balloons as they run in celebration of an idol of Goddess Durga being transported to a pandal ahead of the Durga Puja in Nadia district, West Bengal

Body of senior
journo’s son
found in pond
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 10: The body
of  a senior journalist’s son was
found floating in a pond at
Patrapada area on the outskirts
of  the city Sunday. The deceased was
identified as Manish Anurag Das,
a resident of  Sri Vihar area under
Infocity police limits. 

Sources said that some villagers
spotted Anurag’s body in the pond
at 1.20pm. On being informed, cops
from Tamando and Khandagiri
police stations reached the spot,
recovered the body and sent it for
post-mortem.

Later, senior police officers, in-
cluding DCP Umashankar Dash,
also reached the spot. Speaking to the
media, Dash said the family mem-
bers have lodged a complaint with
the Infocity police claiming abduc-
tion of  the deceased by unknown
persons, Saturday night.  They re-
portedly beat Anurag and forcefully
took him along with them in a car.
Anurag’s car was also recovered
from near one of  his friend’s house
in Infocity area.

The family members also claimed
that they had paid ransom de-
manded by the miscreants for
Anurag’s release. Police are col-
lecting CCTV footage and call de-
tail records to trace the where-
abouts of  the miscreants. The
deceased was the son of  Navin
Das, the editor of  Odia daily
‘Nirbhay’. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 10: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik has sought
the intervention of  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for lifting of  the es-
timated surplus parboiled rice
from the state in upcoming Kharif
Marketing Season (KMS) 2021-22.

In a letter to the Prime Minister,
he said around 14 lakh farmers in
the state have sold 77.33 lakh MT
of  paddy (equivalent to 52.35 MT of
rice) during KMS 2020-21 and MSP
dues of  about `14,444 crore have
been transferred to the bank ac-
counts of  these farmers within 24
to 48 hours, and this has not only
benefited the farmers but also
strengthened the rural economy, es-
pecially during the ongoing Covid-
19 pandemic.

However, the Centre, vide a let-
ter August 31, intimated that for the
next KMS, no surplus parboiled
rice shall be accepted from Odisha
by the Food Corporation of  India,
he noted.

In upcoming KMS 2021-22, Odisha

is estimated to procure 52 lakh MT
of  rice, Patnaik said, adding that
the state’s own requirement under
all the schemes is about 24 lakh
MT, and this will mean a surplus
of  28 lakh MT out of  which only 4
lakh MT will be raw rice.

“That leaves the state with a bal-
ance of  24 lakh MT of  parboiled rice
for evacuation by the FCI. But, the
latest decision of  the Department
of  Food and Public Distribution
has put a question mark on lifting
of  the said surplus rice from the
state,” he said.

As Odisha is primarily a par-
boiled rice consuming state, the
rice milling industry in the state
overwhelmingly produces par-
boiled rice. Therefore, he said, the
state is not in a position to face
the situation arising due to a par-
adigm shift in surplus rice deliv-
ery profile imposed on the state.

“Non-lifting of  the above quan-
tity of  surplus parboiled rice from
the state due to the restrictions
imposed by the DFPD has the po-
tential of  severely affecting the
state's paddy procurement opera-
tions. This will affect about 10 lakh
farmers and put them in serious
trouble especially during this Covid
pandemic situation,” Patnaik said.

He requested the PM for issu-
ing a direction to the DFPD to ac-
cept the estimated surplus par-
boiled rice from the state for the next
KMS 2021-22.

Naveen seeks PM’s help 
for lifting of surplus rice
nThe Centre, vide a letter
August 31, intimated that for
the next KMS, no surplus
parboiled rice shall be
accepted from Odisha by the
Food Corporation of India

AGENCIES

Lakhimpur Kheri (UP), Oct 10:
Ashish Mishra, son of  Union
Minister of  State for Home Ajay
Mishra, was produced before a
court here late Saturday night,
which sent him to 14-day judicial
custody in connection with the
October 3 Lakhimpur violence.

After around 12 hours of  ques-
tioning in connection with the vio-
lence in which eight persons in-
cluding four farmers were killed, a
medical team examined Ashish
Mishra in the crime branch office,
after which he was taken for pro-
duction before a judicial magistrate,
who sent him to custody, senior
prosecution officer SP Yadav said.

He said an application for po-
lice remand of  Ashish Mishra was
submitted to the judicial magis-
trate who fixed it for hearing at 11
am Monday.

Meanwhile, reports said that
Ashish’s inability to respond to

pointed questions about the sequence
of  events October 3 landed him in jail.
According to a senior official in the
investigation team, Ashish Mishra
was not able to explain his location
between 2.30 pm and 3.30 pm October
3 when the incident took place.
Witnesses have said he was miss-
ing from the event between 2 pm
and 4 pm, his phone location showed
him closer to the crime scene.

Though the minister’s son ad-
mitted the SUV that ran over farm-
ers belongs to him, but he main-
tained that he was not in it. His team
said he had produced around 150
images of  the wrestling match
where he was present on the day of
the incident.

“To every question, he had one
answer - I was not present at the spot
where the incident took place. We
asked him who drove his SUV, how
many people were sitting in it, how
many cars were there in the con-
voy and for every question he said
he was not present,” said the police
officer. When asked why the vehi-
cle did not stop after hitting the
people and why there was a crowd
on the road, Ashish Mishra had
one reply – “I was not there”.

At times, he even lost his cool and
said, “Even if  you ask me one lakh
times, my answer will be the same.”

Minister’s son sent to
14-day judicial custody

LAKHIMPUR VIOLENCE

n Ashish Mishra’s inability
to respond to pointed 
questions about the
sequence of events Oct 3
landed him in jail

Thermal power Required stocks Actual stocks Coal stock 
stations in Odisha (in ‘000 tonnes’) (in ‘000 tonnes’) remaining (in days)

Kamalanga TPS 256 24.0 1

IB VALLEY TPS 369 67.8 3

Darlipali STPS 234 95.8 6

Sterlite TPP 94 35.3 6

Talcher STPS 683 475.1 10

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/New Delhi, Oct 10:
Petrol and diesel prices rose again
Sunday for the sixth consecutive day,
hitting a fresh record high.

In the national capital, petrol
price rose by 30 paise per litre and
diesel was hiked by 35 paise per litre.
The prices of  petrol and diesel
have crossed the`100 per litre mark
in many states, pinching the com-
mon man’s pocket.

In Delhi, petrol is retailing at
`104.14 per litre and diesel is avail-
able at `92.82 per litre after the lat-
est price revision. On the other
hand, in India’s financial capital,
Mumbai, petrol became costlier
by 29 paise per litre and its rate
stands at `110.12 per litre, the high-
est across all four metro cities.
Diesel costs `100.66 for one litre in
Mumbai, a hike of  37 paise.

There has been a constant rise
in the prices of  petrol and diesel
for the past six days and the rates
are soaring all-time high. The
prices of  petrol and diesel re-
mained steady October 4, 2021 but
saw a daily hike after that.

Fuel prices
increase for 
6th straight day

Petrol: `105.05 (+0.30)
Diesel: `101.25 (+0.41)

CITY PRICES

PTI PHOTO



Mumbai: Producer-actor Jackky Bhagnani
has confirmed that he is dating Rakul Preet
Singh on social media. He wished his ‘love’
happy birthday along with a loved-up pic-
ture.

Jackky shared a birthday wish for
R a k u l  a n d  p o s t e d  t h e  p i c t u re  o n
Instagram, where the two are seen hold-
ing hands and walking.

“Without you, days don’t seem like days.
Without you, eating the most delicious
food is no fun. Sending Birthday wishes
to the most beautiful soul who means
the world to me!!! May your day be
as sunny as your smile, and as beau-
tiful as you are. Happy Birthday my
(heart emoji) @rakulpreet,” posted
Jackky.

Rakul shared the same picture
on Instagram and wrote a loved up
message for Jackky.

“Thankyouuuu my ! You have
been my biggest gift this year! Thank
you for adding colour to my life ,
thank you for making me laugh non-
stop , thank you for being you !! Here
is to making more memories together
@jackkybhagnani,” Rakul wrote.
IANS

P2 KIM JOKES SHE DIVORCED KANYE 
BECAUSE OF HIS ‘PERSONALITY’

leisure
Kim Kardashian joked about her divorce from
Kanye West during her opening monologue on
Saturday Night Live. “I married the richest black
American who gave me four incredible kids. So
when I divorced him, it came down to just one
thing: his personality,” she said.

Bridgerton star Phoebe Dynevor has said that
starring in the period drama has ‘changed her
life’. The 26-year-old actress shot to fame when it
was released Christmas Day 2020 and quickly
became the most-watched series of all time on
the streaming platform.
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AQUARIUS
Mark this day on the calen-
dar as it is going to turn out
to be an important day in
your life. You will experience some cash
inflow and get the adequate finances for
your education or business. You are in a
joyous mood and everyone who interacts
with you will experience your happiness
as well, says Ganesha.

PISCES
You are blessed with
exceptional grasping
power today, and will be
able to easily imbibe whatever you see
or hear today. You will also be able to
speed through your routine tasks. You
will be able to concentrate on the tasks
you have taken up.

SAGITTARIUS
Your genial nature and
charming smile will capti-
vate many of the opposite
sex. Your colleagues will employ your skills
to their benefit. Later in the evening, a
stroll with your sweetheart will sugar your
mood and fill your heart with ecstasy.

LIBRA
Ganesha says that today
you should think before
spending your money
because you know and understand the
importance of money. You will not hesi-
tate to spend money on family members
and on entertainment. You will be able
to meet like-minded people with whom
you will be able to share your experi-
ences and knowledge. 

SCORPIO
Today, you may think with
your brain and not with your
heart. As a result, your deci-
sions are likely to be practical and reason-
able. Be careful while conversing with your
seniors, as there are chances of you being
misunderstood. When it comes to relation-
ships, communication is the base of it. 

LEO
Self-belief and self-confi-
dence are the two wheels of
the bike on which you shall
ride to success, says Ganesha. Add to that
self-assurance, and you have a turbo boost
that makes you unstoppable. Your dedica-
tion and devotion to your task is something
that mystifies everyone at the workplace. 

VIRGO
Today will be an unusually
lucky day full of unexpected
things, but you will manage
to tackle them all with great maturity. If
someone takes you for granted, they will
later regret their lack of good judgement
as you don't like being pushed around.
Ganesha says persistence in your attempt
to find answers to long-pending issues
will bear results before the end of the day.

GEMINI
It is possible that your emo-
tional nature is the cause of
many of the problems cur-
rently plaguing you. Therefore you need
to curb your emotions when reacting to
any situation. You will concentrate on
family matters today, and spend time
with your family. It is a progressive day
overall, says Ganesha.

CANCER
Today you will be forced to
make quick decisions, fore-
tells Ganesha. At work-
place, you will probably refuse to yield to
any kind of pressure. You will ace every
test that your boss will throw at you.
Your quest for fame will restart in the
evening, says Ganesha.

ARIES
You will be very short-tem-
pered today. Your temper is
ready to burst at the drop of
a hat, but, Ganesha says, it will be of no
avail. It would be better to exhaust all
that energy in some vigorous swimming
or any sort of physical activity. Ganesha
suggests that you actually run your way
back to home.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
There is a strong prospect
that an ordinary day will
blossom into an extraordi-
nary evening, predicts Ganesha. The
afternoon may be filled with stress and
tension. However, evening will be totally
different when you will bask in the love
and affection of your beloved.

CAPRICORN
You are in for an exciting
ride, today. Happiness and
contentment will fall in you
lap and you'll be delighted with this posi-
tive energy, feels Ganesha. Job require-
ments will keep you occupied as you need
to find answers to some complicated
questions at the earliest. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

BRIDGERTON CHANGED MY 
LIFE: PHOEBE DYNEVOR

n What was your fresh pres-
entation at Bhubaneswar
Runway Week?

n Chikankari is the traditional
embroidery style from Lucknow.
We showcased a combination of
Chikankari and contemporary
designs of  clothing to surprise
the fashion followers at the
event. Odisha’s handloom and
designs have been presented in
the past on several occassions.
So, we focused on Chikankari
at Bhubaneswar Runway Week.
Besides, Miss Universe India
2018 Nehal Chudasama was the
showstopper for us (Studio M)
at the event.

n How far has the fashion
sector been affected by the
pandemic?

n Covid-19 has affected almost all
forms of  businesses and the
fashion sector is no exception.
It came to a standstill for at least
a year. Loss of  life and liveli-
hood of  artisans and weavers,
regular shutdowns and lock-
downs led to the closure of  many
fashion outlets. Though online
shopping brought some relief  at
times, that was not enough. As
things are now opening up, it’s
time to reboot and revive the
industry.

n In recent years, what are the
changes you have noticed in
the fashion industry in Odisha?

n There are significant changes
in the last 10 years but there is
still a huge gap to be filled and
a lot of  catching up to be done
compared to other states and
metropolises.

n Tell us about your latest
works and collaborations.

n We are doing some exclusive
work for the brand and looking
forward to collaborating with
a few globally known influ-
encers and celebrities.

n What made you join the 
fashion sector?

n From the beginning I had an ob-
session towards good clothes.
After the birth of  my baby, I
thought of  channelising it for
something better. Meanwhile,
I stumbled upon a multi de-
signer store called GRISA,
which was quite unique by na-
ture because of  its person-
alised approach. I took the

franchise and
launched it in

Bhubaneswar.
Located at a quiet resi-
dential locality, GRISA
makes my clients feel to-
tally at home offering
them all the person-
alised attention they
deserve.

n What would you sug-
gest to the budding
fashion enthusiasts
who want to make a
career in the fashion
industry?

n The fashion indus-
try is massive and
there is no limit to
creativity and imag-
ination.  You just have
to be in love with the en-
tire concept of  fashion
and everything that
comes with it.

n Tell us about your 
future plan.

n GRISA is a lovely con-
cept and has a lot of  poten-
tial. It gives you access to a
wide array of  fashion design-
ers and their styles which makes
it unique. Studio M is my baby
and I am so proud of  the cre-
ation. In fact, it has already
surpassed my own expecta-
tions. It tells the story of  my
journey from a fashion entre-
preneur to a designer. I would
definitely l ike to  take

Chikankari work to a new level,
where the designs will evolve
with the time.  I am looking
forward to taking Studio M to
a global platform.

n How much support do you get
from your family to pursue
your dream?

n Had it not
been for their un-
derstanding and
support, I would
not have been able

to reach where I am
today. 

Fashion is a competitive industry and one of the most sought-after careers at the
moment. To create an identity in this industry, one not only needs to put in a lot of

hard work, it is also important to identify what is cool or fashionable. Minnati
Sabat, one of the emerging fashion designers of the state, has managed to ace both

of them in a very short span. The fashionista showcased her sleek designs at
Season 5 of Bhubaneswar Runway Week held in the city, Sunday. A devoted follower
of fashion, Minnati spoke to Orissa POST about her works and future plans.

‘There is no limit to creativity’

Excerpts:

Mumbai: TV and film actress Sulagna
Panigrahi is all set to make her comeback on
television after a gap of  10 years. The ac-
tress will be playing one of  the leads in a pe-
riod drama titled Vidrohi.

She shares about her role in the daily soap:
“I am playing the character of  Radhamani on
the show who was freedom fighter Jagbandhu’s
wife. She is extremely calm, sweet, and car-
ing yet strong and ambitious. Radhamani is
extremely supportive of  her husband and
would help him achieve his goals through and
through. It’s a beautiful marriage based on
immense love and trust.”

The show revolves around Jagabandhu
Bidyadhara Mohapatra Bhramarbara Raya
popularly known as Buxi Jagabandhu was the
commander of  the king of  Khurda, Odisha.
The actress says she belongs to Odisha as
her father was in the Army so has travelled
and lived in every corner of  the country. But
she is familiar with the language and culture.
It helped her also to bring this character on
screen in a realistic way. IANS

plays Buxi’s
wife in Vidrohi

SULAGNA 

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Rakul, Jackky make their
relationship official 
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UPHOLDING TRADITION

Young girls of Srimandir
servitors’ families offer
Bali Bamana puja at the
Markanda pond in Puri,
Sunday  

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 23,84,42,522  21,55,60,326 48,64,737  

India 3,39,53,475  3,32,71,915  4,50,589  

Odisha 10,31,696  10,18,749 8,249    

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown
POLITICKLE by MANJUL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Oct 10 : Unidentified
miscreants made away with a
laptop and two cellphones from
the residence of  Choudwar-
Cuttack MLA Souvic Biswal at
Mahanadi Vihar here, a police
official said Sunday.

According to sources, the MLA’s
residence was being renovated for
a few days now. “A few labourers had
been staying in the house for the
ongoing work. Biswal’s sister went

into his room in the morning and
found the laptop and two cellphone
missing,” said a source.

On being informed, a police team
reached the spot and carried out the
investigation. 

On the basis of  a complaint
lodged by the MLA’s sister, Swati
Snigdha Biswal, Chauliaganj po-
lice registered a case (391/21)
and launched a probe.  Two
labourers were being interro-
gated at the police station when
the last report came in.  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 10: The Capital
City is all set to witness a subdued
Dussehra for the second straight
year due to the Covid-19 restric-
tions imposed by the state gov-
ernment. 

Though the festival is being or-
ganised at 165 pandals in the Capital,
the venues lack eye-catching dec-
orations. 

The puja pandals of  the city usu-
ally attract large number of  visi-
tors for their exquisite idols and
colourful decorations. The Covid-
19 pandemic has certainly taken a
toll on the lavish Dussehra cele-
bration in the Capital City, opined
many locals. 

“Due to the Covid-19 restric-
tions, we are organising the
Dussehra festival in a simple way
this year too. We will live stream
the daily puja in our website.
Devotees who want to collect Prasad
can place their orders through our
website,” said Sahid Nagar Durga
Puja Committee secretary Narayan
Mohapatra.   

According Mohapatra, the puja
committee has planned to distrib-
ute packets containing prasad
among devotees who are observing
Astami Brata. “The state govern-
ment has banned public offerings
at puja pandals. We are hiring pro-
fessional people to prepare the
Prasad and distribute it among
the devotees” Mohapatra added. 

Rasulg arh Durg a Puja
Committee secretary Pradeep Jena
said they are organising the festi-
val with strict adherence to the
Covid-19 restrictions. “Devotees
can witness the puja through live
streaming in our website. The fes-
tival is being organised without
any decoration or cultural events.
The immersion ceremony will also
be conducted without any gather-
ing,” Jena added.

Many devotees, meanwhile, said
that they would miss the gathering
and lavish Dussehra celebration this
year too. “Like last year, we will miss
the eye-catching decorations, huge

crowds and cultural events dur-
ing this year’s Dussehra too. We can-
not visit the pandals with our
friends and relatives due to the
Covid-19 restrictions. For our own
safety, we should  obey the guide-
lines laid down by the govern-
ment,” said Piyush Ranjan Rout, a
city resident. 

Notably, the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation (BMC) has
asked the puja committees to keep
the height of  idols below 4 ft as
part of  its Covid-19 restrictions on
Dussehra celebration. This apart,
the civic body has banned any type
of  gathering during the festival. 

Capital to witness
low-key Dussehra 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 10: When BJP
leader Narendra Modi gave ‘Congress
Mukt’ India call before 2014 General
elections, many non-Congress par-
ties including Odisha's Biju Janata
Dal (BJD), who had seen the grand old
party as its main rival had seemingly
applauded the plan.

The regional outfit headed by
Naveen Patnaik joined hand with BJP
and became part of  the NDA with the
objective of  ousting if  not marginal-
ising Congress from power. The BJD-
BJP alliance ran a coalition govern-
ment from 2000 to 2009 in Odisha.
However, the bonhomie between the
BJD and BJP ended over some disputes
and the electoral partners struck dif-
ferent roads.

Twenty years after joining the anti-
Congress movement and steadily erod-
ing the country's oldest party's base
at the grass root level, the ruling BJD
now finds itself  in a different position
where BJP has emerged as its major
rival, pointed out a senior vice-pres-
ident of  BJD.  

The BJD insiders now realised that
making Odisha ‘Congress Mukt’ has
not benefited the regional party, rather
it has helped BJP grow in the state.  The
BJP now takes home a majority of
the tribal, dalit, backward classes
votes in elections, which at one time
formed the voter base of  the Congress.
While the minorities who also formed
the voter base of  the Congress has
eluded the BJD.  

Not getting support of  minority
community in Odisha is not at all an
issue for the BJP as Christians are
only 2.77 per cent and Muslims just
2.17 per cent of  the state's population.
Therefore, the BJP's Hindutva pol-
icy is enough to help the saffron
party to grow in Odisha. In its bid
to counter BJP's Hindutva image,
BJD president Naveen Patnaik in
his fifth term starting from 2019,
has adopted a policy where the places
of  worship of  different religions
are being developed, opined many po-
litical observers. 

The state government has launched

Rs 3,200 crore Jagannath Temple
Heritage Corridor project. Patnaik
called Lord Jagannath the symbol of
Odia esteem and pride. The CM has
also announced a Rs 200-crore pack-
age for the development of  Sambalpur's
Maa Samaleswari Temple. In the 2021-
22 Budget, the state government also
announced Rs 742 crore allocation
for the development of  Jagannath
shrine in Puri and Lingaraj Temple
in Bhubaneswar. 

There have also been announce-
ments of  support for temples in
Mayurbhanj and Kendrapara.
Patnaik, who will turn 75  October
16, 2021, and has been  the CM since
2000, has never been known as overtly
religious though he visits the
Jagannath Temple during the launch
of  poll campaigns and after win-
ning elections, just as his legendary
father Biju Pataik used to.  However,
after 2019, Patnaik have been fo-
cusing on the religious issues and tak-
ing up policies for the popularisation
of  Odia language and culture, as
part of  the effort to counter the BJP.
“Naveen Patnaik in his 5th term has
started practicing soft Hindutva,"
pointed out CPI (M) leader Ali
Kishore Patnaik.

The results of  the recently held
Pipli by-elections saw the Congress
candidate losing his deposit by get-
ting only 4,261 votes (2.37 %) out of
1,80,930 votes polled.  Though Naveen's
BJD retained the Pipli seat and won
it at a margin of  20,916 votes, it had
a tough fight. BJP candidate secured
42 per cent of  votes against the BJD's
53.8 per cent. “Securing 42 per cent
vote is not a small achievement,"

pointed out BJP's state president
Samir Mohanty. 

As the state's three major parties-
the BJD, BJP and Congress, are
preparing for the ensuing three-tier
panchayat elections and urban polls
in 2022, Patnaik's regional party sees
a difficult time ahead. “In the ab-
sence of  Congress or minimal pres-
ence of  the oldest party in the race,
it will be a one-to-one fight between
BJD and the BJP in the rural and
urban polls. Therefore, it is natural
that BJP may get advantage in many
seats,” pointed out political analyst
Braja Kishore Mishra. 

According to political observers,
the results of  the rural polls will show
how the political winds may blow in
2024 General elections. The BJP which
raised its Zilla Parishad member
strength from 36 seats in 2012 to 297

in 2017 rural polls, finally emerged
as the state's principal opposition
party after the 2019 General elections.
The Congress which functioned as
the main opposition party from 2000
to 2019, finished third. 

The BJP secured 23 Assembly
seats and 8 Lok Sabha seats in the
2019  General  e lections  while
Congress reduced its number to 9 in
Assembly and 1 in Lok Sabha. While
Patnaik’s party had secured 651 ZP
seats in 2012 rural polls, it got 473
seats in 2017 elections. Though the
BJD could maintain its seats tally
in Assembly by winning in 113  con-
stituencies, it lost eight Lok Sabha
seats. Its candidates could win in only
12 LS seats against 20 seats in 2014
General elections. 

Odisha has 147 members in the
State Assembly and 21 seats in Lok
Sabha. The panchayat polls are a
major indicator for all the parties
for the next General elections and
therefore carry a lot of  importance.
Keeping in view the ensuing rural
polls, the ruling BJD has already
started working in the field and its
star campaigner Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik, has now started
touring different districts. 

P a t n a i k  h a s  s o  f a r  v i s i t e d
Malkangiri, Sundargarh, Bolangir,
Gajapati, Puri and Deogarh dis-
tricts to launch distribution of  the
smart health cards under the Biju
Swasthya Kalyan Yojana (BSKY).
Par ty  sources  said  the  Chief
Minister will complete his visit to
all the 30 districts before the dates
for the ensuing panchayat elections
are announced. 

Congress ‘Mukt’ Odisha may land BJD in trouble

THE BJD INSIDERS NOW REALISED
THAT MAKING ODISHA

‘CONGRESS MUKT’ HAS NOT
BENEFITED THE REGIONAL PARTY,

RATHER IT HAS HELPED BJP
GROW IN THE STATE 

THE RESULTS OF THE RECENTLY
HELD PIPLI BY-ELECTIONS SAW

THE CONGRESS  LOSING ITS
DEPOSIT BY GETTING ONLY 4,261
VOTES (2.37 %) OUT OF 1,80,930

VOTES POLLED 

BJP CANDIDATE SECURED 42 PER
CENT OF VOTES AGAINST THE

BJD'S 53.8 PER CENT 

An artisan giving finishing touches to the idols at Old Station Bazar puja 
mandap in Bhubaneswar, Sunday OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 10: The
Vigilance has arrested three class-
I government officers for possess-
ing unaccounted cash, an official
said Sunday.

The officers are -- Bidhan
Chandra Sahu, superintending en-
gineer, Irrigation Baitarani
Division, Salapada; Prakash Kumar
Mohapatra, a regional officer at
State Pollution Control Board
(SPCB), Rourkela and Narottam
Behera, another regional officer
of  the SPCB, Balasore.

Over Rs 10.71 lakh was seized
from Sahu, Rs 1.75 lakh from
Mohapatra and Rs 10.14 lakh from
Behera, said Vigilance SP Akshay
Kumar Mishra.

According to Mishra, Rs 89,290
cash was recovered from Behera
while he was on the way to
Bhubaneswar in his vehicle.
Following this, Vigilanve sleuths
raided his house Sunday and re-
covered cash worth Rs 9.25 lakh.

The sleuths in Bhubaneswar
seized Rs 1.75 lakh while searching
the vehicle of  Mohapatra as he was
returning to the Capital city from
Rourkela Saturday evening, he said.

Apart from these two SPCB of-
ficials, Rs 10.07 lakh was found in
Sahu’s vehicle while he was on his
way to his residence in Cuttack.
Following the recovery of  cash,
the vigilance officials raided Sahu’s
residence late in the evening and
recovered cash of  Rs 64,000.

Three different cases have been
registered against the three. Further
house search operation is going
on. If  required, the officials will be
brought on remand for further in-
vestigation into the cases, he added.

Unaccounted cash:
Vig arrests 3 babus

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khurda, Oct 10: Marital discord
between a couple turned tragic
with the man killing his wife by slit-
ting her throat at Gurujanga
Patitapabana Square under Town
police limits here late Saturday
night, a police official said Sunday.

The deceased was identified as
Indira Priyadarshini Mohanty, 37,
while her husband was Kartik
Pradhan, 40.

According to family sources, a
differently-abled Indira had mar-
ried Kartik, a small time busi-
nessman, in 2005 and the couple has
a son, aged around 15. 

“Following frequent quarrels
between the couple, Indira, along
with her son, had been staying
at her parents’ place at Gurujanga
Patitapabana Square for a few
months now. And Kartik had been
staying at a rented accommodation
near Gurujanga Melana Ground,
around 300metre from Gurujanga
Patitapabana Square, until a week
ago when he relocated to Indira’s
parents’ place,” they said.

According to Town police
sources, it was a pre-planned mur-
der. “After having dinner, the cou-
ple went to bed. It was around

1:30am when Kartik found Indira
asleep and slit her throat with a
sharp-edged weapon before flee-
ing the scene. He went straight to
his home at Gurujanga Melana
Ground and asked his younger
brother, Ganesh, for motorcycle
keys. On being asked as to why he
needed the bike at that point of
time, a panic-stricken Kartik fled
the spot even without taking the mo-
torbike,” sources said.

A suspicious Ganesh rushed to
Indira’s place. “Upon reaching,
Ganesh and others at the house
found Indira lying in a pool of
blood. They informed the police
which reached the spot and rushed
Indira to a nearby hospital where

she was declared dead-on-arrival’,”
said an official of  Town police.

Later in the day, Sadar sub-di-
visional police officer (SDPO) Sushil
Kumar Mishra, Town police in-
spector in-charge (IIC) Sanjay
Patnaik along with a forensic team
reached the spot and carried out in-
vestigation.

“On the basis of  a complaint
lodged by Indira’s maternal
uncle, Kailash Harichandan, a
case has been registered under
Section 302 of  the IPC. Two po-
lice teams are searching for
Kartik,” the Town police IIC
said, adding that Indira’s body
has been handed over to her
family after an autopsy. 

Marital discord: Khurda man
kills wife by slitting her throat 

Theft at MLA’s house 
Police probing the incident at Khurda 
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AFFIDAVIT
By virtue of  an affidavit
sworn  before the Notary
Public, Berhampur on
07.10.2021. I, Kattula Kiran
Kumar, S/o late Kattula
Appala Swamy permanent
resident of  Jyotinagar, 7th
Lane, Berhampur, Odisha,
presently residing at
Chikkalapeta, Pendurthi
Road, P.O.- Sarapalli,
Visakhapatnam, A.P., do
here by declare that, my
name is wrongly spelt as
Korai Kiran Kumar
instead of  Kattula Kiran
Kumar in my Certificates.
Henceforth, I will be
known as Kattula Kiran
Kumar.  Sd./- Kattula
Kiran Kumar

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

PNN/AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Oct 10: Ahead of
Durga Puja festival, Odisha wit-
nessed a slight rise in daily Covid-
19 cases, as the state reported 652
fresh infections Sunday, 126 more
than the previous day, a Health de-
partment official said.

The coronavirus tally rose to
10,31,696 in the coastal state, while
the death toll also climbed to 8,249
with seven new fatalities, five of
which were in Khurda and one
each in Angul and Nabarangpur,
the official added.

Odisha had logged 526 fresh
cases Saturday, 524 Friday, 582
Thursday and 593 Wednesday.

Among the new infections re-
ported Sunday, 92 or 14.11 per cent
are children and adolescents in
the age group of  0-18 years. Khurda
district registered the highest of  331
single-day cases followed by Cuttack
at 70, the official said.

Six districts - Boudh, Kalahandi,
Kandhamal,  Keonjhar,
Nabarangpur and Malkangiri - did
not report any fresh case in the

last 24 hours.
The state currently has 5,083

active cases, and 10,18,311 patients
have recovered from the disease,
including 597 since Saturday. It
has thus far conducted over 2.06
crore sample tests. The cumula-
tive positivity rate stands at 5 per
cent. The official said a total of
93,73,608 people have been inoc-
ulated with double doses of  Covid-
19 vaccines. 

Meanwhile, the state govern-
ment has extended the night cur-
few by two hours in Bhubaneswar
and Cuttack from October 11 to
October 20. The night curfew will
be imposed from 8 pm to 5 am, said
Commissioner of  Police S K
Priyadarshi.

“We will take stern action against
people who violate the guidelines
and night curfew restrictions dur-
ing the period. If  need arises, ar-
rests will be made following re-
view of  the extent of  violation,” he
said. Cuttack and Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporations have al-
ready issued guidelines for Durga
Puja celebrations.

Slight rise in daily
cases before puja

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 10: A virtual
tour of  the Odisha State Tribal
Museum here Sunday showcased
the house of  Gadaba tribe.

The virtual tour was aired
through the Facebook and Twitter
handles of  the ST & SC
Development (STSCDEV) depart-
ment and Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Research and
Training Institute (SCSTRTI).

The ST & SC Development de-
partment has been conducting vir-
tual tour to Odisha State Tribal
Museum every Sunday. 

Members of  the Gadaba tribe

u s u a l ly  l ive  i n  Ko r ap u t ,
Malkangiri, Nabarangpur dis-
tricts of  Odisha. The Gadaba peo-
ple build their houses in two rows

facing each other, with a broad gap
left between them, said AB Ota,
Director SCSTRTI.  

The Gadaba house is called

Chhendi Dien. The house is cir-
cular in construction with a coni-
cal roof. The roof  is supported by
a central wooden pole. Internally,
the house is divided into a main liv-
ing space, a kitchen with a hearth
and an inner room. This inner
room is reserved for the family
deities and has its own hearth, Ota
added. Earlier, the museum had
showcased the indigenous knowl-
edge system and traditional me-
dicinal practices of  Kutia Kondh.

Members of  Kutia Kondh tribe
live in Kalahandi and Kandhamal
districts of  Odisha. Broom making,
mat making and basketry are their
primary occupations. 

Virtual tour showcases Gadaba house 
THE GADABA 
PEOPLE BUILD
THEIR HOUSES 
IN TWO ROWS
FACING EACH
OTHER, WITH A
BROAD GAP LEFT
BETWEEN THEM

FLOATING RESTAURANT 

A breach in the water supply pipe creates a huge crater on the busy Badambadi road in Cuttack, Sunday  OP PHOTO  

Bhubaneswar: Responding to the
request from various individuals
and organisations across the
country, JSPL Foundation, the CSR
arm of Jindal Steel & Power Ltd
(JSPL), has extended the last date
for nomination for the 4th Edition
of its Rashtriya Swayamsiddh
Samman - 2021 to October 20,
2021.  Like the previous three
editions, this Pan India initiative
will honour 20 Change Agents
from India for their exemplary
societal contributions and
achievements. The foundation
has received more than 400
entries and encourages
individuals and organisations to
apply or nominate deserving
candidates for the Award. The
application and nomination
forms, along with the details of
the award, are available on
www.jsplfoundation.com. An
honorarium of Rs 1 Lakh will be
awarded to each selected winner
in the award ceremony. The
award will be presented in 10
categories. 

JSPL EXTENDS LAST
DATE OF NOMINATION
FOR AWARDS Cases soared in state during

pandemic: Health director

CIVIC ISSUE

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 10: Odisha
Health Director, Sunday, said
cases of  depression and anxi-
ety soared during pandemic,
which took a toll on the mental
health of  a large number of  peo-
ple in state. 

Speaking to media, state Health
Director Niranjan Mishra said that
many people lost their jobs and
family members, and went through
serious financial crisis during the
pandemic which gradually led to
a spike in depression and anxiety
cases in state.

“The state government had taken
several measures to address the
issue amid the pandemic. Mobile
mental health units were set up
in all the districts. The officials
used to visit various quarantine, iso-
lation and health centres to spread
awareness on mental health. Call
centres were also set up to enable
the people to take advice from pro-
fessionals regarding the mental
issues,” Mishra said.

“Despite for midable chal-
lenges, we have ably dealt with
the situation and the Union gov-
ernment has also awarded us
this year for our efforts to address
the mental health during pan-
demic,” he added.

When asked about the proba-
bility of  a third wave of  Covid,
Mishra said that the virus is not
going anywhere. 

However, the transmission out-
break will transform from pan-
demic to endemic. Cases and deaths
due to the virus will eventually
come down.

“With festive season around, the
next three months are going to be
crucial for us. We need to be more
cautious. Similarly, we must fol-
low basic Covid norms like use of
mask, avoiding crowd and washing
hands in regular intervals to check
the spread of  the virus during the
period,” he stated.

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

The Psychology department
of  Utkal University organ-
ised a webinar on World

Mental Health Day Sunday.
On the occasion, experts attending

the webinar said that for a healthy
nation, mental health is very im-
portant and people with mental
health issue must be protected like
patients with other illness.

Sushma Mehrotra, a clinical
psychologist, said that the theme
for the World Mental Health Day,
2021 is ‘Mental Health In An
Unequal World’. She said that peo-
ple still lack awareness and knowl-
edge about mental health issues
and terms such as Eye Movement
Desensitization and Reprocessing
(EMDR) and Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD).

EDMR is a therapy for treating
trauma and other symptoms by
reconnecting the traumatised per-
son to the images, self-thoughts,

emotions and body sensations as-
sociated with the trauma in a safe
and measured way, and allowing the
natural healing powers of  the brain
to play the part.

While PTSD is a psychiatric
disorder that may occur in people
who have experienced or wit-
nessed a traumatic event such as
a natural disaster, a serious ac-
cident, a terrorist act, war/com-
bat or rape, or who have been
threatened with death, sexual vi-
olence or serious injury.

Bhaswati  Patnaik,  HoD,
Department of  Psychology, said
that the day aims to raise awareness
regarding mental health issues
and mobilise efforts to support
mental health among the students.

On world mental health day,
Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik
asked people to work towards
spreading mental health educa-
tion & awareness.

‘Negativity towards
illness still lurks’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Oct 10: Several com-
muters had a narrow escape when
a huge crater was created at the
busy Badambadi square here due
to a breach in the water supply
pipe Sunday evening.

A few days ago, there was a sim-
ilar incident on the Ring Road in the
Rajabagicha area of  the Silver City.
The breach in the water supply pipe
threw traffic
out of  gear at
Badambadi
for quite some
time, sources
said. 

The locals,
meanwhile,
blamed sub-
standard
work of  the
drinking
water project
under the
AMRUT
Mission for
the breach in
the water supply line. They also al-
leged lack of  coordination between
the officials of  Cuttack Municipal
Corporation (CMC) and the Public
Health department on the issue.

“There was no one to discon-
tinue the water supply soon after
the breach in the pipe. The incident
interrupted traffic at Badambadi
for quite some time,” said a local.

Notably, a drinking water proj-
ect is being implemented in the
city under the AMRUT Mission to
supply surface water to the resi-
dents. A water treatment plant has
been set up and pipes have been laid
for the project, sources said.

“The breaches in the water sup-
ply pipes have occurred during
the trial run. There was nothing un-
usual in it. We are analysing the
issue and soon steps would be taken
to rectify it,” said Watco general
manager Debabrata Mohanty.   

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 10: Haren
Sahoo, the current president of
Odisha Natya Sangh (ONS), a con-
federation of  over 150 theatre
troupes of  Odisha, was re-elected
to the post at the general body coun-
cil meeting held here at Rabindra
Mandap, Sunday. The two-yearly

meeting, participated by 233 mem-
bers of  drama groups, was held to
elect the office bearers of  ONS.

The others who were elected in-
clude – Shubhakanta Padhi
(Secretary), Satya Jena (Cashier),
Sibashankar Tripathy (Joint
Secretary-East), Pradip D Majhi
(Joint Secretary-West), Ashis
Bardhan (Joint Secretary-North),

Ramchandra Samal (Joint
Secretary-South).

This apart, Jitendra Kumar
Pattanaik, Nalini Nihar Nayak,
Ratikanta Behera and Manoj
Dandpat were elected Vice-
Presidents for East, West, North
and South regions respectively.
The election was officiated by
Samar Mudali.

Breach in water 
supply pipe creates
crater at Badambadi

Haren Sahoo re-elected ONS President

OTDC chairperson Shreemayee Mishra inaugurates a floating restaurant (Bottom) at the Silver City Boat
Club in Cuttack, Sunday. OP PHOTOS

The locals
blamed 
substandard
work of the
drinking water
project under
the AMRUT
Mission for
the breach in
the water 
supply line
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Police personnel carry out an awareness drive on Covid-19 among the motorists ahead of the start of the festive season at Chitrakonda in 
Malkangiri district, Sunday OP PHOTO

A doctor conducting check-up of a man to determine his physical disability at a camp for sanction of pension at Bondaguda panchayat in K Nuagaon block of
Kandhamal district, Sunday  OP PHOTO

CAMP FOR DISABLES 

AWARENESS DRIVE 

Bombs hurled at Keonjhar MLA’s car

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhawanipatna, Oct 10: As many
as 12 school teachers in 13 blocks
of  Kalahandi district were found
to have used forged Odisha
Teacher Eligibility Test (OTET)
certificates to gain employment,
an official said Sunday. 

According to the official, the for-
gery surfaced when OTET certifi-
cates of  19 teachers were sent to
Board of  Secondary Education
(BSE) in Cuttack for verification.
The BSE authorities reported that
OTET certificates of  12 of  the
school teachers were manipulated.  

Names of  the school teachers
were not revealed as a depart-

mental investigation is still un-
derway. The 12 teachers include
one each in Bhawanipatna,
Junagarh and Kalampur, two each
in M Rampur and Karlamunda
and three in T Rampur, the 
official added. 

It is pertinent to mention here
that show-cause notices have been
issued to the 12 school teachers 
asking them to comply by October
31 as to why no legal action should
be initiated against them. Major
disciplinary action will be taken
a g ainst  them i f  required ,
Kalahandi District Education
Officer (DEO) Sushant Kumar
Chapdar said.

Scores of  school teachers have
been placed under suspension in
the recent past after fake OTET
certicificates came to the fore in dis-
tricts like Ganjam and Jajpur. Some
of  them had been in the teaching
jobs for long years using such
forged certificates. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Phulbani, Oct 10: A hardcore
Maoist involved in many offen-
sives in past surrendered before
the Superintendent of  Police (SP),
Kandhamal district Sunday. 

The surrendered ultra was iden-
tified as Rahul Mushaki, 24, alias
Pintu, a resident of  Talat village
under Kanta police limits of  Sukma
district in Chhattisgarh.

Pintu had studied till class-VIII
and was involved many offensives
carried out by the ultras in past after

joining the Maoist outfit in 2015. He
was associated with Vamshadhara-
Ghumusar-Nagabali division in
Sukma district of  Chhattisgarh. 

In 2017, he was transferred to
Odisha cadre and joined the KKBN
division of  Maoists. He was work-
ing under the leadership of  Maoist
leader Shivaji in Kandhamal 
district. Police suspect he might
be involved in various offensives
launched by the ultras in the 
district in past. 

The main reason for his sur-
render was the developmental ac-

tivities undertaken by the state
government. He said that he re-
alised the futility of  the violent
path of  Maoists and thus decided
to join the main stream. 

The Maoists while opposing
development are also using the
gullible tribals to serve their
vested interests and killing
them on the slightest pretext
on suspicion of  being a police
informer, he said.   

There has been an increase in
regular anti-Naxalite operation in
interior areas of  Kandhamal dis-
trict and subsequent continuous
fear of  police action also con-
tributed to his surrender. 

He also admitted that he had
been fed up with the unneces-
sary civilian killings by the party,
even after the protests by the lo-
cals. He has also appealed to the
Maoists cadres to give up arms and
join the main stream.

Musaki will get monetary as-
sistance as per the surrender and
rehabilitation scheme of  the state
government. He will also get fi-
nancial assistance for building
house, pursuing studies and get-
ting trained for an occupation of
his will, SP Vinit Agarwal said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mahakalapada, Oct 10: Earning
a few bucks to keep the hearth
burning is no mean business for
the residents of  Pitapata village
under this block in Kendrapara
district as they risk their lives
and dive deep into the Ghanagalia
river to collect coal dust for a 
living, a report said. 

The residents were identified
as members of  Bengali commu-
nity in Pitapata village under
Ramnag ar panchayat  of
Mahakalapada block. 

Coal is transported to Paradip
through trains and later exported
to various countries by ships from
Paradip Port. A substantial part of
the coal gets washed away in rain
and flows into the sea as well as into
nearby Ghanagalia river and
creeks. The sediments after flow-
ing into rivers and creeks get 
deposited in the water.  

These men and women go in-
side the river on a boat and dive
around 5 to 10 feet deep to collect
coal dust in a strainer. They prepare
coal blocks for use as fuel in kitchen
and sell the rest of  the blocks in ho-
tels and eateries to earn a few bucks
for a living. The daily grinding of
the people poses serious threats
to their lives and it is fraught with

various health hazards.     
Villagers Thakur Sardar, Pushpa

Sardar, Pabitra Sardar said when
it rains more, the coal dust flows
into Ghanagalia river from Paradip.
The coal dust gets deposited in
water and flows into the seas dur-
ing tides. They said that they take
a boat into the river and collect
the coal deposits.  

The coal dust often gets inside
their mouth and nose while col-
lecting it in a strainer after div-
ing inside the river water. The
work is life threatening and is
fraught with serious health hazards
but they have to do it to earn a
livelihood for their family. 

This is not an isolated case but
poor villagers of  Kharinasi,

Batighar, Jambu and Ramnagar
panchayats also go inside the
Ghanagalia river to collect the coal
dust ,  said Namita Mandal,
Saraswati Mandal, Kabita Mandal
and Biswanath Mandal in the area. 

The villagers after collecting
the coal dust pack it in sacks and
bring it to the river ghat and take
it for domestic use and sale.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput, Oct 10: Amid ongoing
border dispute with Andhra
Pradesh, Koraput Collector Abdaal
M Akhtar Saturday reviewed on-
going developmental works at a
number of  villages under Kotia
panchayat. He also held discus-
sions with the residents about issues
being faced by them. This comes
days after Andhra Pradesh offi-
cials conducted a gram sabha at
Ganjeipadar under this panchayat.

According to an official, devel-
opmental works are underway at
several villages including Madkar,
Doliambo, Phatuseneri and
Phagunaseneri under Pottangi
block in the district. Akhtar visited
a British-era road in a remote vil-
lage of  Kotia panchayat. 

The Collector also assessed dam-
ages caused by cyclone Gulab. He
inspected a dilapidated bridge at
Madkar and another at Tadibalsa
which were washed away in the
cyclone-triggered rains. 

Project director of  District Rural
Development Agency (DRDA),
Pottangi Block Development
Of f icer  (BDO),  Panchayat
Extension Officer (PEO) of  Kotia,
Integrated Tribal Development
Agency (ITDA) officials and Rural
Development department engi-
neers held discussions with Akhtar
during his visit to Kotia. 

Some days back, the officials of
Salur Mandal in Andhra Pradesh
had conducted a gram sabha at
Ganjeipadar and tried to lure vil-
lagers by assuring them that the
Andhra government will take up
several development projects in
the region.

Union Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan Wednesday wrote a letter
to Andhra Pradesh Chief  Minister

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy seeking
his urgent intervention to hold bi-
lateral talks with Odisha for an
amicable resolution of  the border
disputes between the two states.

In the letter to the Andhra
Pradesh Chief  Minister, Pradhan
suggested measures such as with-
drawal of  cases, retreat of  armed
police forces, and putting on
hold non-essential structural
construction in the disputed
areas, to create an environment
conducive for talks.

The dispute over the owner-
ship of  21 of  the 28 villages under
Kotia panchayat had first reached
the Supreme Court in 1968. In
2006, the apex court held that
inter-state boundaries did not fall
within its jurisdiction and only the
Parliament could resolve them, as
it imposed a permanent injunction
on the disputed area.

In August, the Odisha gov-
ernment deployed police and
erected barricades at Kotia after
the Andhra Pradesh adminis-
tration attempted to launch sev-
eral schemes in the area claimed
by both states. The southern
state had recently announced
the results of  the panchayat polls
it held in Kotia.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Keonjhar, Oct 10: BJP’s chief
whip in the Odisha Assembly
Mohan Charan Majhi had a narrow
escape Sunday when two uniden-
tified miscreants hurled bombs 
at his car in Keonjhar district, 
police said. 

Majhi and his security officer
were not injured in the incident
but the lawmaker's vehicle was par-
tially damaged, a senior officer said.

The blast occurred near Mandua
area under the Keonjhar Town
Police limits when the saffron
party's legislator was returning
home after attending a labour union

meeting, he said. 
Majhi lodged an FIR and alleged

that the motorcycle-borne mis-
creants hurled two handmade
bombs at his vehicle.

The legislator along with his se-
curity officer chased the two per-
sons but they managed to escape
from there, the officer said.

“I was returning after attend-

ing a meeting when two persons rid-
ing a motorcycle overtook my car
and hurled two bombs at my vehicle.
It happened around 11.50 am. I
might have developed political en-
mity in my career spanning over
20 years. But I don’t have any enemy
in my personal life,” Majhi, a tribal
MLA from Keonjhar, said.

He alleged that local leaders of
the ruling BJD orchestrated the
attack. Meanwhile, BJP workers
blocked the National Highway-49
that  connects  Raipur in
Chhattishgarh with Kolkata in
West Bengal, demanding immedi-
ate arrest of  those who are 
involved in it. 

An investigation into the bomb
attack on the saffron camp legis-
lator has been initiated, the police
officer said. Odisha Congress pres-
ident Niranjan Patnaik was also
attacked by a group of  miscre-
ants near Kashipur under the
Keonjhar Town Police Station
limits in January this year.

BJP workers blocked 
the NH-49 demanding 

immediate arrest 
of those who are 

involved in it

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Oct 10: A woman
was robbed of  her gold chain after
she was attacked by miscreants
with a blade inside her house at
Patharapalli  vil lage under
Belaguntha police limits near 
here, Sunday.

The victim woman was identi-
fied as Sulochana Dalai of  the area.
She was selling some guavas in
her roadside house when two
unidentified youths arrived on a
scooter and stopped in front of  her
house on the pretext  of  
buying guavas. However, they
barged into the house and looted 
her gold chain. They even attacked
her with the blade when she re-
sisted. Later, they fled from the
spot. Hearing her screams, locals
rushed to the spot and rushed Dalai
to Bhanjanagar hospital.

On being informed, Belaguntha
police arrived at the spot and
launched a probe into the matter.

Koraput DM reviews
devpt works in Kotia

Developmental works are
underway at several villages

including Madkar, Doliambo,
Phatuseneri and Phagunaseneri
under Pottangi block in the district

The Collector assessed damages
caused by cyclone Gulab. He

inspected a dilapidated bridge at
Madkar and another at Tadibalsa
which were washed away in the
cyclone-triggered rains

Akhtar also visited a British-era 
road in a remote village 

of Kotia panchayat

Villagers risk lives to collect coal from river 
ASUBSTANTIAL PART

OF THE COAL BEING
TRANSPORTED TO AND
FROM PARADIP GETS
WASHED AWAY IN RAIN
AND FLOWS INTO THE
SEA AS WELL AS INTO
NEARBY GHANAGALIA
RIVER AND CREEKS.
THE SEDIMENTS AFTER
FLOWING INTO RIVERS
AND CREEKS GET
DEPOSITED IN 
THE WATER

THESE MEN AND
WOMEN GO INSIDE

THE RIVER IN A BOAT
AND DIVE AROUND 5
TO 10 FEET DEEP TO
COLLECT COAL DUST
IN A STRAINER. THEY
PREPARE COAL BLOCKS
FOR USE AS FUEL IN
KITCHEN AND SELL 
THE REST

Hardcore Maoist surrenders 

12 teachers caught in Kalahandi 

Woman attacked, robbed

Koraput: A trader was reportedly
murdered near Sunabeda Women’s
College in this town late Saturday
night. The body of the deceased
was found with his throat slit.
Sources identified the victim as
Daya Bagh (52). He was a flour mill
owner. He was murdered by unknown
assailants while he was returning
home from his flour mill at HAL Milan
Market here on his scooter. Police
have seized the body and have sent it
to the hospital for post-mortem and
have launched an investigation. Police
are also checking the CCTV footage
on the route followed by Bagh while
returning home. 

Trader murdered

FAKE OTET CERTIFICATE
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I t is interesting to note that in the first place, there never was no Nobel Prize
for Journalism or Freedom of  Expression. Yet, the Norwegian Nobel
Committee awarded November 8 two journalists – Maria Ressa of  the

Philippines and Dmitry Muratov of  Russia –the Nobel Peace Prize. Free
speech is not only a key element of  democracy, it is integrally connected with
a tolerant society. The choice this time is unlike several other previous win-
ners of  this segment of  Nobel Prize that were mired in controversy. The se-
lection of  some of  the earlier winners raised eyebrows as their credentials
for advancing the cause of  peace were called into question by many. But, this
time, there has been no opposition to the selection since the threat to free-
dom of  speech and expression has assumed serious proportions across the
world. This is the biggest danger to peace. No wonder the Nobel Committee
Chairwoman Berit Reiss-Anderson, while announcing the names of  the win-
ners, said the two journalists represent all journalists who stand up for free-
dom of  the Press in a world “in which democracy and freedom of  the Press
face increasingly adverse conditions.” Peace becomes threatened in the ab-
sence of  free, independent and fact-based journalism that act as a bulwark
against abuse of  power, lies and false propaganda by a repressive regime.

Conscientious journalists and social activists all over the world have
been championing the cause of  freedom and democracy for years. Scores of
them have been persecuted and murdered for their unflinching devotion to
truth, justice and fairness. The brutal murder of  Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi is the most prominent example of  recent times, while many oth-
ers lost their lives defending their right to tell the truth about repression by
the Taliban in Afghanistan during the past two decades. Such journalists
try to remain steadfast to their lofty goals even when the odds are heavily
stacked against them. Authoritarian regimes put up insurmountable obstacles
before them in the form of  threats, false cases, abuse of  the laws and torture
in the lock-up. This has been the modus operandi used by enemies of  peace
and democracy over the years. Indian journalists and civil rights activists
have a good measure of  such experience, especially, in recent times. The most
recent example is of  Raman Kashyap, a journalist who lost his life in the
Lakhimpur Kheri incident where the car of  Union minister of  State for Home
Ajay Mishra’s son Asish Mishra drove through a gathering of  mostly farm-
ers and allegedly killed Kashyap along with farmers.   

Maria Ressa and Dmitry Muratov have been chosen for the Nobel Peace
Prize for having braved the fury of  leaders of  the Philippines and Russia after
exposing corruption and misrule in their respective countries. To underscore
the need for journalists closing ranks in the cause of  peace and democracy,
Muratov dedicated his award to six contributors to his Novaya Gazeta news-
paper who had been murdered for their work of  exposing human rights vi-
olations and corruption. He recited the names of  the slain reporters and ac-
tivists whose portraits hang in the newspaper’s Moscow headquarters.
Interestingly, the only other Russian who had won the Nobel Peace Prize be-
fore Muratov was the former President of  the erstwhile Soviet Union Mikhail
Gorbachev who contributed some of  his Nobel Prize money to help Muratov
launch his newspaper in the early post-Soviet days.

Ressa, who shares the prize with Muratov, is the first individual winner
of  a Nobel in any field from the Philippines.  She is the co-founder of  the Rappler
which has grown into a prominent voice through investigating journalism
against large scale killings during a campaign against drugs. As is the pat-
tern autocrats have been following in different countries, the administra-
tion of  President Rodrigo Duterte filed several cases against her because of
her writings against the President. She was named Time Magazine Person
of  the Year in 2018 for standing up against media intimidation. Her legal bat-
tles have caused global concern about the harassment of  the media in the
Philippines which was once a standard bearer for Press freedom in Asia. To
put the perspective most emphatically, she told the media the Nobel Prize
she has won is “a global recognition of  the journalist’s role in repairing, fix-
ing our broken world.”

Likewise, Muratov has announced he and his paper will leverage the
prize in the interests of  Russian journalism which “(the authorities) are now
trying to repress.” Strengthened further by the recognition, he has decided
he would try to help his countrymen who have been branded as agents of
foreign powers, treated like dirt and exiled from the country. Curiously, the
Russian government has lauded Muratov for winning the prize.

The Nobel Peace Prize for the two journalists will surely boost the morale
of  fearless critics of  abuse of  power. Reiss-Andersen said the Nobel committee
intended the award to send a message about the importance of  rigorous jour-
nalism at a time when technology has made it easier than ever to spread false-
hood. It is common knowledge how the media can influence people for
which the Press and fact-based, high-quality journalism are more and more
restricted. The last time a journalist got the prize was eight decades back
in 1935 when the German Carl von Ossietzky received it for revealing his coun-
try’s secret post-war rearmament programme. Incidentally, it was an expose
on a fascist regime and now fascism is rearing its ugly head in many coun-
tries in different garbs. 

E arlier this year, the World
Bank commissioned me and
five fellow academics to de-

velop recommendations on how to
improve the methodology behind
its annual Doing Business report,
which ranked countries on the
quality of  their business regulations
and their overall business envi-
ronment. The report had been a
lightning rod for controversy since
its inception in 2003. While it gen-
erated glowing coverage in the
global business media, it was also
subject to constant criticism for
its perceived anti-regulation, anti-
union, and anti-tax slant.

September 1, we submitted our
final recommendations, calling
for a major overhaul of  Doing
Business including ending the
practice of  ranking countries. Two
weeks later, the World Bank 
announced that it was scrapping
the report entirely after a sepa-
rate investigation by an outside
law firm concluded that data had
been deliberately manipulated in
order to alter some countries’ rank-
ings, notably those of  China and
Saudi Arabia.

Setting aside the debate over
what really happened in the past,
the end of  Doing Business has im-
portant consequences. We have no
doubt that the world needs a tool to
measure countries’ conditions for
business development and attrac-
tiveness for foreign direct invest-
ment, and that the data from such
a project are highly relevant to

both researchers and business and
government leaders.

The World Bank has already de-
clared its intention to keep work-
ing on business-climate issues. But
to re-establish itself  in this do-
main, it will have to overcome a deep
trust deficit and take drastic steps
to restore public confidence in its
data. Our ideas about how to fix
Doing Business could now serve as
minimum criteria that any new
effort in this area should meet.

First, the World Bank should
not build a new index to rank
countries, as Doing Business did.
Such agg re gate indices are 
inevitably arbitrary, and the rank-
ings invoke normative judgments
that go far beyond the available ev-
idence. Even prior to the recent data
manipulation scandal, it was clear
that the methodology behind many
of  the individual Doing Business
indicators needed to be overhauled.

The core problem was that Doing
Business did not actually survey
businesses, or measure the real-
world costs of  doing business for
a representative set of  small and
medium-size enterprises. Instead,
it relied on subjective judgments
from a small group of  experts, who
were invited to assess the costs of
regulation for a hypothetical firm
that was often quite unrepresen-
tative in many of  the countries the
Bank evaluated. 

As luck would have it, separate
World Bank surveys have period-
ically asked actual firms’ man-

agers some of  the same questions
posed by Doing Business: about
the time required to register a
business, get a construction permit,
clear goods through customs, and
so on. Firms’ own answers, it turned
out, bore no relation to those of
the Doing Business experts. If
there is a successor to Doing
Business, it has to start from real
data, not hypotheticals.

A second set of  issues concerns
assumptions about the right poli-
cies or regulations, which are im-
plicit in any business-environment
ranking. For some indicators, such
as delays in registering a business,
less is clearly better. But for others,
like the corporate tax rate, the op-
timal policy is the subject of  vig-
orous academic debate.

The tax issue became increas-
ingly awkward for the Doing
Business report in recent years.
As 130 countries finalised plans
this year for a global minimum
corporate tax rate, the index con-
tinued to encourage a race to the
bottom in corporate taxation.

Third, any serious attempt to
measure a country’s business en-
vironment must consider govern-
ment efforts to fix market failures
and provide essential public goods.
But the World Bank’s broad vision
of  how to promote a good business
climate, as embodied in the Doing
Business index, suffered from some
severe blind spots. For the private
sector to flourish, apparently, 
government mostly needed to get

out of  the way. This view made no
allowance for public investments
in basic infrastructure such as
roads, telecommunications net-
works, and power grids, all of  which
are fundamental to doing business
but were entirely absent from the
report. Absent, too, was any 
reference to crime prevention and
public order, a skilled workforce, 
or investments in research and 
development.

Finally, there is the question of
data credibility. Greater transparency
would be a good start. The raw data
underlying the Doing Business re-
port were never publicly available,
so the analysis could not be inde-
pendently replicated. Excessive
focus on rankings and lack of  access
to the data resulted in a product
that was vulnerable to political pres-
sures and data haggling.

Arguing that the scandal was un-
fortunate but that the methodology
was right won’t cut it. The Doing
Business rankings – that result
from the aggregation of  indexes
– were always dubious, because
they did not provide an accurate
picture of  conditions on the ground
and left no place for crucial pub-
lic investments, sensible taxes, or
necessary regulations. Any future
effort to assess the business en-
vironment in member countries
must address these shortcomings.

The writer is a former 
finance minister of  Colombia. 
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After ‘Doing Business’

THE HINGE OF HISTORY
T

welve years ago, during
the International Year of
Astronomy that marked
the 400th anniversary of

Galileo’s first use of  a telescope, I
wrote “The Value of  a Pale Blue
Dot” – a reflection on how astron-
omy has revealed a vast universe
filled with an unimaginable num-
ber of  stars, thus shrinking the
significance of  our sun and our
planet. The “pale blue dot” refers
to how the Earth appears in a 1990
photograph taken by the Voyager
spacecraft as it reached the outer
limits of  our solar system. The
essay suggests that the knowledge
gained from astronomy “forces us
to acknowledge that our place in
the universe is not particularly
significant.”

A recent blog post by Holden
Karnofsky has led me to recon-
sider that thought. Karnofsky is
co-CEO of  Open Philanthropy, a
foundation that researches the
best opportunities for philan-
thropic grant-making, and pub-
lishes the reasons for its decisions.
Thinking about the long-term sig-
nificance of  today’s philanthropic
decisions is therefore part of
Karnofsky’s role. He is thinking
very long term indeed.

Karnofsky points out that we
could be living “at the very begin-
ning of  the tiny sliver of  time dur-
ing which the galaxy goes from
nearly lifeless to largely populated.”
That “tiny sliver of  time” began,
we might say, with the first use of
tools by our ancestors, around
three million years ago. It will end
when our descendants – who might
be digital minds, rather than bio-
logical organisms – inhabit the en-
tire galaxy, perhaps ushering in a
civilisation consisting of  an enor-
mous number of  conscious beings
that would last for tens of  billions
of  years. There is a good chance,
Karnofsky argues, that this process
of  populating the galaxy will begin
during this century. By 2100, we
could develop the technology to
construct self-sufficient settlements

on other planets.
This thought echoes one ex-

pressed in 2011 by the late philoso-
pher Derek Parfit, who wrote, near
the end of  the second volume of  On
What Matters: “We live during
the hinge of  history.” Like
Karnofsky, Parfit was thinking of
the arrival of  technologies that, if
used wisely, would enable our
species to survive “its most dan-
gerous and decisive period,” and
our descendants to spread through
our galaxy. Parfit refers to “the
next few centuries,” rather than
just this one, as the time it may take
before humans can live inde-
pendently on other planets, but
even that will be only be a sliver
of  time compared to what is to
come. Our most significant con-
tribution to this development
would be to ensure the survival of
intelligent life on our planet.

Perhaps, though, the idea that
we are essential to this process is
merely the latest version of  the self-
important delusion that humans
are the center of  existence. Surely,
in this vast universe, there must
be other forms of  intelligent life,

and if  we don’t populate the Milky
Way galaxy, someone else will.

Yet, as the physicist Enrico
Fermi once asked fellow scien-
tists over lunch at Los Alamos
National Laboratory, “Where is
everybody?” He wasn’t com-
menting on empty tables in the
lab’s dining room, but on the ab-
sence of  any evidence of  the ex-
istence of  extraterrestrials. The
thought behind that question is
now known as the Fermi Paradox:
if  the universe is so stupendous,
and has existed for 13.7 billion
years, why haven’t other intelligent
forms of  life made contact?

Karnofsky draws on a 2018 paper
by researchers at the University of
Oxford’s Future of  Humanity
Institute to suggest that the most
likely answer is that intelligent
life is extremely rare. It is so rare
that that we may be the only in-
telligent beings in our galaxy, and
perhaps in the much larger Virgo
supercluster to which our galaxy
belongs.

This is what Karnofsky means
when he says that the future of
humanity is ‘wild.’ The idea that

we, the inhabitants of  this pale
blue dot at this particular mo-
ment, are making choices that
will determine whether billions of
stars are populated, for billions
of  years, does seem wild. But it
could be true. Granting that, how-
ever, what should we do about it?

Karnofsky does not draw any
ethical conclusions from his spec-
ulations, other than advocating
“seriousness about the enormous
potential stakes.” But, as Phil
Torres has pointed out, viewing
current problems – other than our
species’ extinction – through the
lens of  ‘longtermism’ and ‘exis-
tential risk’ can shrink those prob-
lems to almost nothing, while pro-
viding a rationale for doing almost
anything to increase our odds of
surviving long enough to spread
beyond Earth. Marx’s vision of
communism as the goal of  all
human history provided Lenin
and Stalin with a justification for
their crimes, and the goal of  a
‘Thousand-Year Reich’ was, in the
eyes of  the Nazis, sufficient reason
for exterminating or enslaving
those deemed racially inferior.

I am not suggesting that any
present exponents of  the hinge of
history idea would countenance
atrocities. But then, Marx, too,
never contemplated that a regime
governing in his name would ter-
rorise its people. When taking
steps to reduce the risk that we will
become extinct, we should focus on
means that also further the in-
terests of  present and near-future
people. If  we are at the hinge of  his-
tory, enabling people to escape
poverty and get an education is as
likely to move things in the right
direction as almost anything else
we might do; and if  we are not at
that critical point, it will have
been a good thing to do anyway.

The writer, Professor of
Bioethics at Princeton

University, is Founder of  the
non-profit organisation The

Life You Can Save.  
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Marx’s vision of communism as the goal of all
human history provided Lenin and Stalin with a
justification for their crimes, and the goal of a
‘Thousand-Year Reich’ was, in the eyes of the
Nazis, sufficient reason for exterminating or
enslaving those deemed racially inferior
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This world is a vast unbroken
totality, a deep solidarity joins its
contrary powers.

SRI AUROBINDO

WORLD BANK

THE DANGERS
OF TREATING
EXTINCTION

RISK AS 
HUMANITY’S
OVERRIDING

CONCERN
SHOULD BE

OBVIOUS

Peter Singer

WISDOM CORNER
Victorious warriors win first and then go to war, while defeated
warriors go to war first and then seek to win. SUN TZU

The fragrance of flowers spreads only in the direction of the wind.
But the goodness of a person spreads in all directions. CHANAKYA

All differences in this world are of degree, and not of kind, because
oneness is the secret of everything. SWAMI VIVEKANANDA
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(200 words), articles and
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and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com
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Letters
TO THE EDITOR

SETTING ASIDE THE
DEBATE OVER
WHAT REALLY 

HAPPENED IN THE
PAST, THE END OF
‘DOING BUSINESS’

HAS IMPORTANT
CONSEQUENCES 

Mauricio Cárdenas

Validity of will

Sir, There are many occasions where the validity of  the will executed by the deceased has been con-
tested in courts by the heirs of  the deceased.  Cases are dragged in courts to determine whether the
will executed by the person is genuine or fake. The Supreme Court has held “mere exclusion of  a sib-
ling per se from the will would not create a suspicion against it.”  Disputes on the authenticity of  the
will are adding to the fleet of  cases in courts.   It is strange that in some cases even the registered wills
have been found to be false. If  the registered wills are found to be the ones in which the signature of
the executor is found to be false, registered deeds like sale deeds, partition deeds, gift deeds, release deeds
may also be vulnerable for doubts.  When the registered wills give room for suspicion in some cases,
the unregistered will should not be recognised as a will. This would prevent cases of  unregistered will
coming into courts. Genealogy tree is prepared which the Notary Public attests. The Notary will sign
for the information relating to the name of  family members given by the applicant for the ‘prescribed’
fee given to him.  Unless the applicant is honest in providing the names of  all the concerned members,
the genealogy tree with the attestation of  the Notary cannot be always correct. No Notary Public has
been held guilty for the false information provided by the applicants. If  the Notary Public cannot be
held responsible for the false information given by the applicants, the very purpose of  signature of  the
Notary Public stands defeated. The rule making the signature of  the Notary Public mandatory for ge-
nealogy trees would be redundant and does not serve any purpose beyond making it another source
of  earnings to the Notary Public. Implementation of  some laws is just ritualistic. 

KV Seetharamaiah, BANGALORE

Power crisis

Sir, India faces a huge power cri-
sis. NTPC’s coal reserves are
at lowest, only one-day reserve
available. This is opposite of
the general norm of  having 30
days stocks. There are several
reasons for this – the economy
is bouncing back, international
coal prices are soaring, there
are heavy rains in coal mines.
The situation seems bleak, but
it can improve easily, if  all the
power producing plants work
with 100 per cent efficiency. PM
Modi needs to personally take
stock of  this crisis and do the
needful to resolve it. 

Manisha Panwar,
UJJAIN

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

Phenology

Recording the dates each year when plants flowered or birds nested was a
popular hobby in Victorian times. It continued the tradition of close

observation of natural phenomena that had been pioneered by eighteenth
century British naturalists such as Gilbert White at Selborne in Hampshire. But he
never knew the word phenology that describes his methodical recording, as it
was not invented until almost a century after his death; it’s based on
phenomenon plus –logy, the suffix denoting the study of some subject. Someone
who makes such observations is a phenologist. Although the vogue for recording
died out among amateurs at the end of the nineteenth century, scientists
continued to use the word for the recording of such seasonal happenings,
especially in areas like crop research. Both the word and the concept have
recently gained new popularity and significance because global warming is
causing plants to come into flower and crops to ripen earlier than before. 

Philanthropreneur

This turned up in an article in the New York Times as a term to describe “young
billionaires who have reaped the benefits of capitalism and believe that it can

be applied in the service of charity”. It turns out not to be a neologism, but one
that has had a few earlier outings. It is claimed that the difference between old-
style philanthropists like Carnegie or Rockefeller and the new philanthropreneurs
is that the latter combine active money-making with a willingness to tackle social
problems of the kind that have previously been thought to require governmental
action. It is in essence capitalism that aims to do good at the same time, a hybrid
activity that is causing some classically trained economists to scratch their
heads in disbelief. Cases quoted in the New York Times article include Jeffrey
Skoll, the former president of eBay, who has invested in a firm that makes
waterless urinals to save water in arid countries; Stephen Case, the founder of
America Online, whose charitable foundation pays to install water pumps in
African villages but also operates a for-profit firm that ensures that they continue
to be maintained; and Richard Branson, founder of the Virgin brand, who is
investing in a scheme to combine mine-disposal in Mozambique with
opportunities for Africans to grow sugar cane to make ethanol for fuel.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Oct 10: Police ar-
rested Sunday a youth for kid-
napping and raping a girl be-
longing to a locality of  Khurda
district under Sadar police limits.
The accused has been identified
as Gobind Mohapatra, 20, a

diploma engineering student and
a native of  Badanuagaon village
under Jatni police limits. The ac-
cused had befriended the girl on
Facebook 10 months back and de-
veloped a relationship with her. 

Police registered a case and
produced Gobind in court. He
was remanded to judicial cus-

tody after his bail plea was re-
jected. Police also recorded the
statements of  the survivor in the
court and handed over to her fam-
ily members. 

Police said that Gobind kid-
napped the girl in a hired a car,
July 26.  With the girl missing
for a substantial amount of  time,

the girl’s father lodged a com-
plaint with the police. The police
finally managed to trace Gobind
by tracking his mobile number. He
was finally traced to a house in
Khurda town which the police
raided. They arrested Gobind
from the house and rescued 
the girl. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baliapal, Oct 10: Floodwater from
the Subarnarekha river has re-
ceded in parts of  north Balasore dis-
trict. However, it has dealt a blow
to agriculture. The floodwater has
washed away paddy and vegeta-
bles in hundreds of  hectares of
land in low-lying areas. Farmers
have lost their harvest for the year. 

Reports said, floods triggered
by heavy rainfall in August and
September had submerged thou-
sands of  hectares of  agricultural
land in northern parts of  Balasore
district, ruining paddy and veg-
etable crops in the region.

Though the floodwater from the
Subarnarekha, Budhabalanga and
Jalaka rivers has receded in
Bhograi, Jaleswar, Basta, Baliapal,

Remuna and Sadar blocks, the dam-
age to the crops is irreparable, lo-
cals said.  The district adminis-
tration has carried out damage
assessment in the affected areas.
Still some farmlands in Baliapal lo-
cality are submerged under water.

Farmers said the paddy plants
and vegetable have rotted after re-
maining inundated under water
for long stretches of  time. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Binika, Oct 10: A mega drinking
water project worth `199 crore to
ensure clean and hygienic water in
Binika and Dunguripalli blocks of
Subarnarpur district has hit a
stumbling block. After the laying
of  pipes, work hasn’t progressed
much. 

Locals alleged that though work
of  the project was started one-and-
a-half  years back, no information
plaque has been put up at the proj-
ect site. They said that work is pro-
gressing at a snail’s pace and will
not  meet  the deadline for  
completion. 

Reports said, the project aims at
providing clean and hygienic drink-
ing water to 199 villages under the
two blocks. A total of  1.59 lakh peo-
ple will benefit from the project. 

Under Basudha Yojana, the gov-

ernment has sanctioned `199.77
crore for the project. A Rajasthan-
based engineering and construction
company was awarded the work in
2020. “Though 20 months have
passed since construction began,
the work has not gone beyond pit
digging and laying of  pipes,” lo-
cals alleged. 

Road sides have been dug up
to lay pipes in many villages.
However, with work yet to be com-
pleted, residents of  Bankighardi,
Kukudajholi, Bagadia, Denupadar
and Jampalligan are facing prob-

lems, they added. 
Ramgopal Khandari of  Manigan,

said that the company digspits for
laying pipes, but it is least con-
cerned about filling the pits prop-
erly. Dasrath Suna, a native of
Balasranga village accused the
construction company of  not doing
the work in a proper manner.

Executive engineer of  RWSS,
Bibhu Prasad Panda said that due
to Covid situation, the work has got
delayed. He added that the infor-
mation plaque of  the project will
be put up soon. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhograi, Oct 10: The Coast Canal
passing through Balasore district
was once a major route for Odisha’s
maritime trade. It was also a life-
line for agriculture in the district
as it was source of  irrigation to large
tracts of  farmlands. A total of  110
wind-driven lift irrigation points
was set up along its route. Sadly, the
historic canal has lost its existence
for lack of  renovation,  
sources said. 

Odisha was hit by a great famine
in 1866. The situation was horrible.
However,  the construction of  the
canal started in 1880 to prevent
famines in future. The canal work
was completed in 1885. 

At that time, the canal proved to
be a boon for undivided Balasore
district as it opened up maritime
trade, transport and communica-
tion routes in Bhograi, Baliapal
and Basta. The canal passes through
13km in Bho g rai,  14km in
Jamkunda in Baliapal and 13km
from Jamkunda to Madhata.
Overall, the canal stretches from
Geonkhali in West Bengal up to
Cuttack. 

When the English ruled India, the
East India Company conducted
maritime trade through the canal
from Odisha to Kolkata. 

A 214 km-stretch of  the Coast
Canal passes through Balasore,

Bhadrak, Jajpur and Cuttack. It
was said that due to flourishing
maritime trade on this water route,
several industrial units had mush-
roomed along banks of  the canal.

However, after Independence,
trade on this route lost its rele-
vance. Both the Odisha and central
governments neglected the wa-
terway. At different places, the
canal has lost its existence as silt
has deposited over with the passage
of  time. At some places, it has been
choked with weeds and hyacinths. 

In 1974-75, the Odisha govern-

ment took up renovation of  the
canal in some areas. 

In 2015, with effort of  the Bhograi
MLA Ananta Das, `1.12 lakh was
sanctioned for renovation for the
stretch from Mankund to Bhograi
Lock. But the work was allegedly
botched up. The irregularities were
probed by the Ir rig ation 
department.   

People of  Bhograi observed that
if  the Coast Canal is renovated, it
would be helpful in the progress of
the state’s  ag riculture and 
economy.

People have encroached upon
parts of  canal banks at many places.
Locals lamented that unless proper
maintenance is carried out the
canal will vanish into oblivion.
They said the canal is slowly dying
because of  lack of  maintenance
and dredging.   

Revival of  the British era canal
has been a major demand of  the
coastal people. But, no steps have
been taken so far to renovate the
water channel, which would be of
great help in boosting irrigation,
flood control and pisciculture in

coastal parts of  the district.
Locals said if  the canal is re-

vived and connected with
Kansabansa river at Baunsadia in
Kharasahapur panchayat, over
2,000 hectares of  farmlands at
Abhana,  Kharasahaspur,
Aruhabada, Baripada, Bishnupur
and Chittal would get the benefit
of  irrigation. Drought-like situa-
tions could be avoided in coastal
parts, they added.

Farmer said that the renova-
tion of  the Coast Canal assumes im-
portance as it can be used for ir-
rigation in coastal pockets. Farmers
then will be able to raise crops
twice a year by using its water. 

Others observed that the Odisha
government should think of  link-
ing the coast  canal  with
Kansabansa river to end droughts
in the area which happen annually.

Prafulla Behera, the executive
engineer of  the Drainage Division
said that `25 lakh had been sanc-
tioned from the FDR fund last year
for de-weeding the canal.  However,
work is yet to be completed. 

In the current year, `20 lakh
was sanctioned for cleaning of  14-
km stretch of  the canal.  Block ad-
ditional agriculture of ficer
Ranganath Patra said that the
Agriculture department has al-
ready written to the government
for renovation of  the canal 
to boost irrigation.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Oct 10: After the
draft list of  reservation for the
panchayat polls was declared, po-
litical activities have increased in
rural pockets of  Ganjam district.
There are 22 panchayat samitis in
the district while 12 posts of  chair-
persons have been reserved for
women of  different categories. 

However, many leaders of  Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) aspiring for the
posts have expressed their un-
happiness since the list was de-
clared. They have met their re-

spective MLAs at their residences
and voiced their resentment over
reservation of  chairman posts for
women.   

The blocks where chairman
posts have been reserved for women
are Aska, Beguniapada, Chhatrapur,
Hinjilicut, Jagannathprasad,
Kabisuryanagar, Kukudakhandi,
Patrapur, Polsara, Rangeilunda,
Sanakhemundi and Sorada. 

Five blocks have been named in
the in non-reserve segment. They
are Bhanjanagar, Belaguntha,
Buguda,  Purusottampur 
and Sheragad.

Besides, blocks like Khallikote,
Dharakote and Ganjam have been
reserved for OBC candidates while
Chikiti and Digapahandi blocks
have been reserved for people from
the Scheduled Caste (SC).   

The Hinjilicut Assembly con-
stituency is represented by Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik. Two
blocks of  the constituency has
come under the reservation pol-
icy. The Hinjilicut block is reserved
for women while Sheragad is for the
non-reserved category. 

In Digapahandi constituency
represented by Speaker Surya
Narayan Patro, the Sadar block
has been reserved for SC (male)
and Kukudakhandi block for SC
(women). 

Many local frontline leaders from
different segments have expressed
their unhappiness, as their politi-
cal aspirations have gone awry. 

On the other hand, the ruling
BJD has emphasised on Mission
Shakti programme in the district,
keeping in view the three-tier pan-
chayat elections. The party has
formulated strategies to increase
the women’s vote bank. SHGs are
being given loans to take up vari-
ous income-generating activities.
Hence, more women leaders will be
fielded for various posts in the
coming panchayat elections, sources
said.  The Congress and BJP have
also made their strategies to counter
that of  the BJD. Hence the up-
coming polls can see tough trian-
gular contests at many places. 

Officials and local people take part in a programme marking World Mental Health Day at Chitrakonda in Malkangiri district, Sunday OP PHOTO  

MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS

People take out a candle-light rally in honour of CRPF jawan Pratap Kumar Nayak, who was found dead in mysterious circumstances in Assam while 
returning home in a train from Nagaland OP PHOTO

HONOURING THE SACRIFICE

UPCOMING PANCHAYAT POLLS IN GANJAM DISTRICT 

BJD banking on women votes 

The blocks where chairman posts have
been reserved for women are Aska,

Beguniapada, Chhatrapur, Hinjilicut,
Jagannathprasad, Kabisuryanagar,

Kukudakhandi, Patrapur, Polsara,
Rangeilunda, Sanakhemundi and Sorada

Five blocks have been
named in the in non-reserve
segment. They are
Bhanjanagar, Belaguntha,
Buguda, Purusottampur 
and Sheragad

Besides, blocks like Khallikote, Dharakote and Ganjam have been reserved
for OBC candidates while Chikiti and Digapahandi blocks have been

reserved for people from the Scheduled Caste (SC)  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, Oct 10: Police have ar-
rested three inter-state robbers in-
volved in 22 cases of  dacoity in
Bolangir district, informed Sadar
SDPO Tophan Bag here Sunday.
The three have been identified as
D Raja, Dayasagar Chhatria and
Sarathi Bag. While Raja is a native
of  Ganjam, the other two are from
Subarnapur district.

Police have seized nine number
plates, nine mobile phones, gold
ornaments worth around ̀ 3.5 lakh,
10 SIM cards, purses, and equipment
used to change vehicle number
plates from their possession. Efforts
are on to find out the places where
the robbers have carried out crim-
inal acts. According to police, the
robbers were staying in a rented
house near Rajendra College Chhak.
Police said, over 22 cases are pand-
ing against them at Bolangir,
Sonepur, Barpalli, Ullunda,
Loisingha, Patnagarh, Deogan,
Kantabanji, Binika and Belapada
police stations.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nabarangpur, Oct 10: Acting on
complaints, the Labour depart-
ment rescued eight migrant work-
ers of  Nabarangpur district from
Himayat Sagar  area under
Shamshabad police limits in
Telangana. The rescued labourers
have been sent to their respective
homes, said ADM Bhaskar Raito
here Sunday.

Reports said 11 people from var-
ious parts of  the district were work-
ing at a brick-making unit in
Shamshabad area of  Telangana.
Among them, three were from BS
Padar, two each from Tanginiguda,
Batiguda, and Turunkia and one
from Umerkote. 

They had left for their work des-
tination eight months ago, but did
not return. Unable to trace them,
their families had filed complaints
with the Labour department. 

It has been alleged that the brick
kiln owner did not allow the work-
ers to contact their families. This
created a lot of  apprehension in the
minds of  their families. The
Nabarangpur district adminis-
tration talked to its counterparts
in Himayat Sagar  area under
Shamshabad police limits  and
managed to trace the workers. 

Additional Labour Officer
Gopalkrushna Mangaraj, Labour
Officer Bulu Sriharia and Dabugaon
ASI Chandrabjanu Mohanty
reached Himayat Sagar  October 7
and rescued the workers. They
were brought back 
here Sunday.  It should be also
stated here that three of  the labour-
ers had earlier managed to escape
from the 
brick kiln. Various outfits alleged
that middlemen are luring rural
people promising them good wages
in other states, on most occasions,
they end up being exploited and tor-
tured in many cases. 

Eight migrant 
workers rescued
from Telangana

Police nab three 
robbers in Bolangir Coast Canal loses sheen in Balasore

n Odisha was hit by a
great famine in 1866.
The situation was
horrible. However,  the
construction of the
canal started in 1880 to
prevent famines in
future. It was
completed in 1885

n The opened up
maritime trade,
transport and
communication routes
in Bhograi, Baliapal and
Basta. The canal 
passes through 13km in
Bhograi, 14km in
Jamkunda in Baliapal
and 13km from
Jamkunda to Madhata

EPITOME OF BRITISH ERA MARITIME TRADE

Delay in mega drinking
water project irks locals

UNDER BASUDHA YOJANA, THE GOVT HAS SANCTIONED `199.77 CRORE
FOR THE PROJECT TO PROVIDE POTABLE WATER TO 1.59 LAKH PEOPLE 

20 months have passed
since its construction, 
but the work has not 
gone beyond pit digging
and laying of pipes, 
locals alleged

Floods wash away farmers’ hope 

Engineering student arrested for rape in Ganjam 
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Varanasi, Oct 10: Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra Sunday, kicked off  her party's
campaign for the upcoming UP as-
sembly elections by mounting a
blistering attack on the ruling BJP.

Addressing a mammoth rally
in Varanasi, Priyanka took on the
Centre and state governments on
the issue of  farmers and injustice
to the poor.

“In the past two years, I have
been working in UP. Two years
ago, 13 adivasis were killed in a
land dispute in Sonbhadra. Some
leaders of  the ruling BJP were in-
volved and the people said that
they had no hope for justice. I went
there and each of  the victims’ fam-
ilies said that they wanted justice,”
she said.

Priyanka said that then came
the pandemic and we saw people
dying without oxygen, without
medicines. People had hoped that
the government would help but no
help came and so many died in
this hope.

“After this, Hathras happened
and the government shielded the
accused and there was no justice
for the victim's family. The same has
happened in Lakhimpur where

farmers were mowed down by a
minister's son and the government
is shielding the accused,” she said.

Priyanka Gandhi announced

that the Congress would continue
to fight on the Lakhimpur issue
untill Union minister Ajay Mishra
Teni submits his resignation to

allow an impartial probe into the
incident.

She said that nowhere in the
world, does the police send an in-
vitation to the accused to record his
statement. “But in Lakhimpur, the
minister's son was invited to give
his statement. Is this
how justice is done?”
she asked.

In an attack
on UP chief
minister Yogi
Adityanath,
she said that
he insulted
Dalits who work
as safai karam-
charis.

“I went to a Valmiki
temple in Lucknow and swept the
floor. I met the residents of  the
Dalit basti and every family told me
that though their children were
educated, they had no employment.
Today the Prime Minister’s
crorepati friends are earning thou-
sands of  crores every day but the
people of  this country are facing
unemployment,” she said.

The Congress leader said that the
Prime Minister had bought two
aircraft for himself, each costing Rs
8,000 crore. “The two aircraft cost

the country Rs 16,000 crore but Air
India has been sold for Rs 18,000
crore to benefit his friends,” she
stated.

She said that farmers were the
real 'Ganga putra' of  the country
but the Prime Minister, who trav-

els across the globe, has not
found time to even talk to

those who are sitting on
Delhi borders.

Priyanka said that
it was the sons of
farmers who are pro-
tecting our borders,
who ensure our safety

and freedom.
“This country is a
hope. Gandhiji had
hope for freedom

and justice for the poor
but today, justice and hope are only
for those who are with the BJP, its
leaders and their friends. The coun-
try is being destroyed and the media
is being used to create a campaign
that shows all is well. We will fight
against injustice and force them to
give us justice just like we fought
for Independence,” she said.

Earlier, Priyanka visited the
Kashi Vishwanath temple and the
Durga temple where she offered
prayers. She began her speech with
a Sanskrit hymn on Navratri.

Priyanka begins UP campaign with attack on BJP

Today
the Prime

Minister’s crorepati
friends are earning

thousands of crores every
day but the people of this

country are facing
unemployment 

PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA I
CONGRESS GENERAL
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New Delhi, Oct 10: Blaming the
Centre over the ongoing coal crisis
row, Delhi Deputy Chief  Minister
Manish Sisodia Sunday said the
Centre is running away from the
issue of  shortage of  power pro-
duction.

Referring to the oxygen crisis
during the peak of  second wave
of  Covid-19, the Deputy Chief
Minister alleged that the Central
government always neglects real 
issues.

“The coal situation is similar
to the Oxygen crisis. However, the
Centre won’t accept it,” he said.

Criticising Union Power Minister
RK Singh, Sisodia said he is sad on
the ‘irresponsible approach’ of  the
Minister.

Several  states,  including
Rajasthan, Delhi and Andhra
Pradesh, have been raising con-
cerns over the power shortage,
Sisodia said.

He said that Chief  Ministers in-
cluding Arvind Kejriwal of  Delhi
and YS Jagan Mohan Reddy of
Andhra Pradesh, have already writ-
ten to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the issue.

With the country running low on
coal, power plants in Uttar Pradesh
have stopped functioning, but the
Central government is turning a
blind eye towards it, he slammed.

Notably, Kejriwal Saturday wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi
over the prevailing coal shortage
situation that has struck the na-
tional capital for the third month
in a row, affecting power generation
in the city.

The problem that has been con-
tinuing since August “has affected
the power generation from the

major Central Generating Plants
supplying power to NCT of  Delhi,”
the chief  minister wrote.

However, R.K. Singh had stated
Sunday that Delhi will not face
any energy crisis as sufficient fuel
is being provided to power plants
supplying the national capital,
after reviewing the coal stock po-
sition in all thermal power plants.

Delhi  BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor has said
it is strange that the AAP gov-
ernment is repeatedly spreading
fear of  ensuing power cuts in
Delhi but is not telling what al-
ternate arrangements it has made
to ensure proper power supply in
the national capital.

This is despite the Union Power
Minister’s assurance that there is
no shortage of  fuel for power plants
and the Centre will ensure proper
power supply for Delhi, he added.

The coal situation is
similar to the Oxygen
crisis. However, the

Centre won’t accept it
MANISH SISODIA I DEPUTY CM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Noida, Oct 10: In a measure to
prevent air pollution, the Gautam
Buddh Nagar administration has
asked the district police to im-
pound diesel vehicles older than 10
years and petrol vehicles older
than 15 years in compliance with
a Supreme Court order.

Police have also been asked to en-
sure that vehicles not destined for
Noida or Greater Noida use by-
passes or peripheral expressways,
according to the ‘winter action
plan’ issued by the Gautam Buddh
Nagar district administration.

It stated that police have been
asked to keep a strict vigil and
show no tolerance for visible 
emissions by stopping ‘visibly 
polluting vehicles’ from plying by
impounding or issuing fines to 
offenders.

The administration on October
6 released the ‘winter action plan’
to check pollution to various gov-
ernment agencies and authorities
ahead of  winters, during which
air pollution in the National Capital
Region (NCR), including Noida
and Greater Noida, spikes to se-
vere levels affecting human health.

The administration asked the
police to list traffic hot-spots in
the district and release it and an ad-
visory accordingly.

“Deploy additional man power
and civil defence volunteers to en-
sure smooth traffic flow at identi-
fied traffic hot-spots and impound
diesel vehicles older than 10 years
and petrol vehicles older than 15
years in compliance of  the Supreme
Court’s order,” the plan stated.

“Ensure that non-destined 
vehicles use bypasses or periph-
eral expressways, keep strict vig-
ilance and no tolerance for visi-
ble emissions - stop plying of  visibly
polluting vehicles by impound-
ing/fine,” it said.

The police have also been asked
to keep strict vigilance and en-
forcement of  pollution under con-
trol (PUC) norms besides ensur-
ing stoppage of  encroachment on
footpaths. “Check and resolve issues
such as congestion and unusual
dust emission due to traffic or park-
ing, and ensure compliance of  ac-
tion plans on the identified pollu-
tion hotspots in the city,” according
to the plan.

The police have also been asked
to ensure implementation of  
orders of  the Supreme Court 
regarding prohibition or restriction
in the sale and use of  fire crackers
in NCR.

“Ensure immediate redressal of
complaints received on Sameer,
Swachh Vayu, Twitter etc,” it added.

Earlier the Uttar Pradesh

Pollution Control Board identified
eight key air pollution hot spots in
Noida and Greater Noida, accord-
ing to the Gautam Buddh Nagar dis-
trict administration, which has di-
rected local authorities to ensure
implementation of  the action plan
to check pollution during winters.

The hot spots identified are
Sector 7X (a collective of  group
housing societies in sector 73 to
78 of  Noida), Sector 150, the
Yamuna Pusta area, the Noida-
Greater Noida Expressway, the
Dadri road, the underpass and
building construction along Noida-
Greater Noida Expressway, Greater
Noida West and UPSIDC industrial
areas, it said.

The major air pollution sources
have been identified as road dust,
construction and demolition (C&D)
waste, industrial dust emissions,
unpaved roads and traf fic  
congestion, the administration
said in a  communication
Wednesday to all three local in-
dustrial development authorities
and other departments concerned. 

Sisodia blames Centre
for Delhi’s coal crisis

10-yr-old diesel, 15-yr-old petrol 
vehicles to be impounded in NoidaAGENCIES

Lucknow, Oct 10: BSP supremo
Mayawati at a recent rally prom-
ised not to derail the ongoing work
of  the BJP government in “Ayodhya,
Varanasi, Mathura and other re-
ligious places”, if  voted to power.

Claiming that the BJP's gov-
ernment's works in the three holy
cities are only the follow-ups of
her government’s initiatives,
Mayawati went on to promise, in
what is being seen as a subtle shift
towards soft Hindutva ahead of
the Uttar Pradesh assembly polls,
to complete all those work on time.

She made the promise while ad-
dressing the 15th death anniver-
sary of  BSP founder Kanshi Ram
here and asserting that if  voted to
power, she will not indulge in mis-
appropriating the credit for work
done by the preceding governments
like the SP and the BJP regimes.

“The BSP, if  voted to power, will
not stop the developmental work of
the current BJP government, which
followed the footsteps of  the BSP,
in Ayodhya, Varanasi, Mathura
and other religious places,” said
Mayawati.

“The unfinished works will not
be stopped with a feeling of
vengeance but will be completed,”
she promised.

“The drama of  changing names
of  the work done by other gov-
ernments will not be done by the
BSP like the Samajwadi Party and
the Bhartiya Janata Party did,”
she said.

“All the works of  their govern-
ments will be honestly reviewed.
The work which is appropriate
and in the public interest will def-
initely be taken ahead and finished
on time,” she added.

Apart from the construction of

a massive Lord Rama temple, a
multi-pronged developmental work,
including the construction of  an 
international airport, is going in
Ayodhya.

Developmental work in form of
the construction of  the Kashi
Vishvanath corridor project is
going on in Varanasi while sev-
eral beautification projects have
been undertaken for Mathura and
Vrindavan.

Earlier while addressing a
Brahmins conclave organised by the
party on September 7, Mayawati 
had also promised that rather 
than building statues and 
memorials, she would, if  voted
power, focus on changing the face
of  Uttar Pradesh through devel-
opmental works.

In the run-up to the Punjab as-
sembly elections, which the BSP has
decided to fight in alliance with
Shiromani Akali Dal, Mayawati
also took a dig at the Congress over
the appointment of  a Dalit chief
minister in the state.

“Despite trumpeting about mak-
ing a Dalit the Punjab chief  min-
ister and dramatics to woo the
Sikhs, people of  that community
cannot forget the pain of  the anti-
Sikh riots under its rule,” she said.

BSP takes right turn

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 10: To reduce
dust pollution, especially in win-
ters, and to make city streets
greener, the Delhi government has
decided to enhance greenery on its
roads and flyovers with the help of
shrubs, hedges, creepers and a va-
riety of  flowering plants, govern-
ment officials said Sunday.

According to senior officials of
the Public Works Department
(PWD), central and side verges of
roads and flyovers and walls of
overbridges will be spruced up
with seasonal flowering plants
and shrubs on a number of  iden-
tified road stretches and flyovers. 

“There are many flyovers and
roads where greenery is less which
results in dust. We have identified
such stretches to enhance green-
ery there and beautify these streets.
Some of  these stretches include
the Ring Road, Chirag Delhi flyover,
IIT flyover etc. In the mega drive
we will use decorative and sea-
sonal flowering plants, shrubs,
hedges for roads and flyovers,” a
senior PWD official told PTI.

He said that tenders have been
floated for the procurement of
plant saplings, shrubs and hedges. 

The official said that the main aim
of  the project is to cut down dust

pollution due to open spaces and dirt
patches on roads. No dry and vacant
space will be left on roads for the dust
to fly, the official said.

The move comes after Delhi
Chief  Minister Arvind Kejriwal last
month directed PWD officials to im-
prove greenery to reduce dust pol-

lution in the city. 
According to PWD officials privy

to the development, tenders have
been issued for improving green-
ery and beautification of  a num-
ber of  flyovers.

These overbridges include IIT fly-
over, Munirka flyover, Africa

Avenue flyover, Chirag Delhi flyover,
B-Avenue flyover, Masoodpur fly-
over and Panchsheel flyover.

Officials said that greenery be-
neath these flyovers will be im-
proved and road footpaths will
also be made encroachment free. 

“A variety of  flowering plants

such as  Boug ainvil lea,
Clerodendrum Inerme, Ipomea,
Tradescantia, Tasmanian Flax-
Lilly (Dianella Variegated) Kamal
Cactus along with hedge plants
will be used to beautify roads and
flyovers. We will also use creepers
on the flyover walls and pillars to
enhance greenery and beautifi-
cation of  the structure,” another
PWD official said.

Major arterial roads of  the na-
tional capital are under the juris-
diction of  the PWD. The depart-
ment manages around 1,260
km-long roads in the city.

The officials said that at least
42,000 plants saplings, hedges and
shrubs will be used to beautify
roads and flyovers in PWD’s south
sub-division. 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi,  Oct 10: While
University of  Delhi (DU) has set a
record 100 per cent cut-off  for ad-
missions in several undergraduate
courses across various colleges,
there are more than 20 colleges
where posts of  permanent princi-
pals are lying vacant for a long
time. All these colleges are com-
pletely funded by the Delhi gov-
ernment. These colleges do not
even have a governing body.

Colleges affiliated to DU which
do not have a permanent principal
include -- Sri Aurobindo College, Sri
Aurobindo College (evening),

Motilal Nehru College, Motilal
Nehru College (evening), Satyawati
College, Satyawati College (evening),
Bhagat Singh College, Bhagat Singh
College (evening), Shyama Prasad
Mukherji College, Vivekanand
College, Bharati College, Indira
Gandhi Sports College, Maharaja
Agrasen College, Rajdhani College,
Deendayal Upadhyay College,
Acharya Narendra Dev College,
Bhagini  Nivedita Colle ge,
Maharishi Valmiki College of
Education, Gargi College, Kamala
Nehru College, Maitreyi College etc.

In some of  these colleges there
are acting officers on special duty
working for five or more years.
Under the University Grant
Commission (UGC) regulations,
tenure of  principals in the varsity
is fixed for five years but they are
holding their position even after
their term is over.

Hansraj Suman, teacher and
DU's former Academic Council
member, said the varsity admin-
istration is repeatedly giving ex-
tensions to the governing body in
these 20 colleges while most of
these colleges had put out adver-
tisements to fill the principals post,
but they don't have a proper gov-
erning body to do that.

The term of  the governing body
in all 20 colleges affiliated to DU

ended September 13, 2021. The var-
sity gave them a three-month ex-
tension twice and there is no pro-
vision of  giving extension for the
third time. Now these colleges have
started forming truncated govern-
ing bodies from September 17 this

year. Now to fill these posts of  prin-
cipals, the varsity administration
will have to send a circular to all 20
colleges through advertisements
seeking appointments. The vari-
ous DU teachers associations have
demanded from Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia to fill the
vacant posts of  Principals and as-
sistant professors in all 20 colleges
as soon as possible.

They said the time limit of  the ad-
vertisements for the interview for
the posts of  principals in these col-
leges has expired. These teachers
bodies say permanent teachers and
principals can be appointed by
means of  advertisements only if
there is a governing body in these
colleges. Due to non-permanent ap-
pointment for the post of  princi-
pals, the appointment of  assistant
professors is also not taking place
in these colleges while appoint-
ments and promotions on non-ac-
ademic posts are going on unabated.

The salaries of  teachers in 12
out of  20 these colleges are still
pending. Delhi University Teachers'
Association President, Rajib Ray
has raised this issue with the UGC.
After meeting with the UGC au-
thorities, Ray said a demand has
been made before the statutory
body to take over the control of
these colleges.

DU yet to fill posts of
permanent principals 

Delhi to go green to reduce dust pollution
Central and side verges
of roads and flyovers 
and walls of overbridges
will be spruced up 
with seasonal flowering
plants and shrubs 
on a number of 
identified road 
stretches and flyovers

There are more than 
20 colleges where posts
of permanent principals
are lying vacant for a
long time. These 
colleges do not even
have a governing body
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We need to understand
the traditional way of

curing mental problems. I am
thinking whether we can
incorporate in our syllabus the
role of our traditions in keeping
good mental health
MANSUKH MANDAVIYA | UNION HEALTH MINISTER

Telangana and Uttarakhand have
become the first states in the country to
introduce mobile court units to allow
witnesses and victims to record
evidence from remote locations under
circumstances which do not permit
them to appear before courts in person

WELCOME MOVE
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Today, I am
sorry to say
this, lots of

modern women in
India want to stay
single. Even if they get
married, they don't
want to give birth. They want
surrogacy. So there is a paradigm shift
in our thinking, which is not good

DR K SUDHAKAR | KARNATAKA HEALTH MINISTER

of the
day uote 

Indian
civilisation has
never been

defined by religion,
all other civilisations
were defined either
by religion, mostly by
religion, and also before that by race
and language

ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN | KERALA GOVERNOR

Manipur Chief
Minister N
Biren Singh is

effectively
implementing
developmental
programmes in the
state and its people will vote for BJP
in the Assembly election due early
next year

J P NADDA | BJP PRESIDENT

Three drown 
Godda (Jharkhand): Three
children of a family drowned
in a pond in Jharkhand's
Godda district Sunday,
police said. Superintendent
of Police Y S Ramesh said
the incident took place in
Hopna Tola village in
Pathargama police station
area when the children, two
aged 10 and one eight, went
into the deep water of the
pond while taking bath. The
trio shouted for help, but by
the time villagers reached
the pond and pulled them
out, all three had died, he
said. The bodies were sent to
Godda Sadar Hospital for
post-mortem examination,
Pathargama police station
in-charge Baliram Rawat
said, adding that further
investigation was underway.

Man dies 
Bareilly (UP): A 65-year-old
man died after a bullet hit
him during celebratory firing
in a village in Bareilly
district. The deceased has
been identified as Khetal
Jatav, a resident of Ghilaura
village. Station House Officer
(SHO) of Bhamora police
station Vikram Singh said
Ram Swaroop, a resident of
Ghilaura village, had
purchased a new tractor 
on Friday and was
distributing sweets after
completing the rituals.

Four held 
Dakshina Kannada
(Karnataka): The Karnataka
Police have arrested four
persons in connection with
the kidnapping and gang-
rape of a 16-year school girl,
police sources said Sunday.
Dakshina Kannada
Superintendent of Police
Sonawane Rishikesh
Bhagawan said one of the
accused was known to 
the girl through Facebook.
He, along with other
accused, who are his 
friends, gangraped the girl,
said police.

Several injured
Hazaribag (Jharkhand):
Several people were injured
Sunday in alleged pelting of
stones at law enforcers and
subsequent police action on
demonstrators who were on
dharna in Hazaribag district
since last week in support of
their 31-point charter of
demands, including
compensation for damaged
crops due to pollution
caused by coal dust. CPI
leader B P Mehta claimed
that over 24 villagers have
been admitted to Hazaribag
Medical College and Hospital
after sustaining injuries in
police lathi-charge while
Superintendent of Police
Manoj Ratan Chote 
said over 12 policemen were
injured during heavy brick
batting on the force. 

SHORT TAKES

How Modi runs 
his govt

If one wants to know how the
Prime Minister runs his

government, one will have to
attend his classes. Before going to
the US last month, the Prime
Minister held his 6-hour-long class
as a headmaster at the newly built
mega hall at the Rashtrapati
Bhawan to ensure that all 70-odd
secretaries and PM's staff could be
seated. Modi has started using this
facility at the Rashtrapati Bhawan
after 2017 frequently. During this
period, Modi spoke to each one of
the 70-plus secretaries who were
invited to a special review
meeting. Since it was the first in-

person meet with all of them
together in two years, everyone
was rattled. The PM had not held
any meeting with them during the
pandemic. Secondly, it was not a
'Chintan Shivir' (brain-storming
session) either but an
accountability session. All the
secretaries heading ministries and
departments were told to come
prepared with their report card as
to what they have done so far and
what they plan to do during the
next 100-days. 

PM and his 
70 secretaries

The Prime Minister had kept 70-
plus sheets neatly typed on his

right side and picked up one-by-
one. Each sheet had every detail of
the secretary concerned and his
ministry. It gave a graphic account
of how many ministries he had
worked earlier and when he will
superannuate. When a secretary
spoke, Modi interjected and said, "I
know you have joined the ministry
only three days ago." When
another secretary tried to take
shelter saying he had been taking

the directions of the minister
concerned, Modi said that this
meeting was about him and his
ministry. "The ministers have many
tasks to perform. You tell me what
was the target set for your ministry
in 2019 and how much has been
achieved so far," Modi reported to
have commented." When a senior
secretary pointed out that state
governments were not cooperating
in clearing certain files, the PM
wondered as to why the PMO was
not apprised of the problem. The
PM issued instructions then and
there that any project held up
anywhere in the country, the PMO
must be told in writing. He went on
to say that he would talk to the
concerned CM himself. This time,
the PM did something unusual and
asked them to send to the PMO a
'Daily Report". 

Yogi gives thumbs
down to AK 

It is no secret that Yogi
Adityanath is on his own trip in

UP. He is not like other BJP Chief
Ministers in many states who pay
obeisance to political masters in 

Delhi. Insiders in the BJP say that
Central leadership is rather scared
to make any request directly to
him or even issue any directions
which he may disregard. While BJP
Chief Ministers in three states in a
row have been shown the door,
Yogi is different. It is said that Yogi
doesn't even take the calls of
many senior leaders and prefers to
call back later. The Central high
command was also upset after
Yogi Adityanath had cut Sunil
Bansal, the unquestioned king of
Lucknow to run the affairs, to size.
Sunil Bansal is a general secretary
(organisation) and his writ used to
run in UP for the past several
years. He drew more crowd at his
residence than at the residence of
Chief Minister. But times have
changed since 2017. Now Sunil
Bansal has been cut to size. There
was a time when the BJP high
command wanted to remove Yogi.
But that did not happen.
Therefore, high command sent A K
Sharma who was in the PMO and
Modi's trusted man. Sharma was
sent to MSME as Secretary and
took voluntary retirement and
became an MLC. It was suggested 

that he be made a minister and
given the Home portfolio.
Obviously, the high command
wanted that UP should also be run
like other states such as Gujarat
where K Kailashnathan remains
Chief Principal Secretary to the
Chief Minister in Gujarat even
after Modi left the state seven
years ago. But Yogi did not even
make AK a minister and he
remains one of the dozens vice
presidents of the party. 

Amarinder not 
quitting Congress

None of the 77 MLAs including
those who won from Patiala,

his home district, are willing to quit
the Congress along with Capt.
Amarinder Singh at least for now.
Even his wife Preneet Kaur, 
Lok Sabha MP from Patiala 
and his son Raninder Singh are
reluctant to leave the party.
Captain Singh had told Amit Shah
that he has adequate support of
the Congress MLAs. But only three
MLAs came to see him when he
returned to Chandigarh. His
supporters indicated that he may

float Punjab Vikas Party (PVP)
soon. But his support base is
dwindling by the day and 
they are worried about their own
prospects in Assembly polls due
next February. 

How babus react 

The PM has come a long way in
dealing with the bureaucracy.

There were days when he used to
get angry with the "babus" and
used to call them "file-pushers". It
is no secret that the PM has been
upset with the bureaucracy who
has everything in life during
service and even after retirement
and still they don't move their
finger. They have become merely
file pushers. But more than seven
years into the office, the PM has
started looking the other way.
Earlier, the bureaucrats had
shunned going to the Golf Club.
They had even stopped eating out
at 5-star hotels. But all this is
changing. Modi is now keen to
bring the bureaucracy on board if
he has to deliver in time. Secondly,
he has also started to bring talent
from outside the government. 

KuruKolumn

Drummers from a rural area with their instruments exhibit their skill outside Sealdah station, waiting to be hired for
community puja pandal ahead of Durga Puja, in Kolkata pti photo

FESTIVE MUSIC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Oct 10: The National
Conference suffered a major setback
in Jammu as two prominent lead-
ers Devender Rana and Surjit Singh
Slathia resigned from the party
Sunday.

They are likely to join the BJP in
Delhi Monday."Dr Farooq Abdullah
has received & accepted the resig-
nations of  Mr Salathia & Mr Rana.
No further action or comment is
deemed necessary," a National
Conference spokesman tweeted.

Rana, who was NC's provincial
president of  the Jammu region,
also announced the decision to
quit the National Conference dur-
ing a brief  interaction with media
persons outside his house here,
ending over week-long speculation
about him leaving his party and
joining the BJP.

“I along with (senior party col-
league and former minister) S S
Slathia resigned from the basic
membership of  the National
Conference,” he told reporters.
Rana, a former MLA and younger
brother of  Union minister Jitendra
Singh, had taken over the post of
provincial president of  the National
Conference in 2011 after relin-
quishing his office as political ad-
visor to the then chief  minister
Omar Abdullah.

“Now the voice of  J-K will come
from Jammu which should get its
rightful place,” Rana, who was con-
sidered as the backbone of  the
National Conference in Jammu
province, said. He said his politi-
cal philosophy would be based on
the proposed ‘Jammu declaration'.

Rana said his only concern is the
interests of  Jammu and the wishes
and aspirations of  the people of
the region. The ‘Jammu declaration'
is an attempt in this direction
where people from all walks of  life
including political parties need to
come together, he added.

NC suffers jolt
in Jammu

2 TRF ‘operatives’ held during raids in Kashmir
AGENCIES

Srinagar, Oct 10: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA) Sunday
carried out raids at several places
in Kashmir Valley and arrested
two 'operatives' of  The Resistance
Front (TRF), considered a shadow
outfit of  the banned Lashker-e-
Taiba terror group, which has
claimed responsibility for a spate
of  targeted civilian killings.

An NIA spokesperson said that
the searches were carried with the
assistance of  CRPF and Jammu
and Kashmir Police at seven loca-
tions in Kulgam, Srinagar and
Baramulla districts.

A case was initially registered at
Bahu Fort police station relating to
the recovery of  an IED from a
Lashker-e-Taiba terrorist in
Bathindi, Jammu on June 27 for in-
dulging in terrorist acts in the
Union territory. The NIA had reg-
istered the case again and arrested
three terrorists.

Investigation has revealed that
Pakistan-based handlers of  LeT
and their associates based in
Jammu and Kashmir had con-
spired to cause extensive terror
activities for harming the public,

the spokesperson said.
They had planned that respon-

sibility for the terrorist acts would
be taken by the pseudo-acronym
TRF to maintain plausible denia-
bility and evade law enforcement
agencies. During the searches,
many digital devices, including
mobiles, pen drives, data storage de-

vices and other incriminating ma-
terials were recovered,  the
spokesperson said.

During the course of  the
searches, two TRF operatives,
Tawseef  Ahmed Wani from
Baramulla in North Kashmir and
Faiz Ahmed Khan from Wampora
in Anantnag of  South Kashmir,

were arrested for their involve-
ment in the conspiracy, the
spokesperson added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 10: India Sunday
pressed for an early disengage-
ment of  troops in the remaining fric-
tion points in eastern Ladakh at the
13th round of  military talks with
China that lasted for around eight-
and-half  hours, sources in the se-
curity establishment said.

It is learnt that a major focus of
the Corps Commander-level talks
was to complete the stalled disen-
gagement at Patrolling Point 15
(PP-15). There was no official com-
ment on the negotiations that took
place on the Chinese side of  the
Chushul-Moldo border point in
eastern Ladakh.

The talks, which started at 10:30
AM and ended at 7 PM, took place
over two months after the last
round of  negotiations that resulted
in the disengagement of  troops
from Gogra (Patrol Point-17A).

India has been insisting that the
resolution of  outstanding issues in
all friction points including in
Depsang is essential for an overall
improvement in ties between the
two countries. The Indian delega-
tion is understood to have con-
veyed this view firmly at the 13th
round of  talks while pressing for
bringing down tensions at Depsang.

The talks took place in the back-
drop of  two recent incidents of  at-
tempted transgressions by the
Chinese troops - one in the Barahoti
sector of  Uttarakhand and another
in the Tawang sector in Arunachal
Pradesh. Indian and Chinese troops
were engaged in a brief  face-off
near Yangtse in the Tawang sector
of  Arunachal Pradesh around 10
days back and it was resolved
within a few hours following talks
between commanders of  the two

sides as per established protocols.
Close to 100 soldiers of  China's

People's Liberation Army (PLA)
transgressed the LAC in the
Barahoti sector of  Uttarakhand
on August 30 and returned from the
area after spending a few hours.

The two sides held the 12th round
of  talks on July 31. Days later, the two
armies completed the disengage-
ment process in Gogra, which was
seen as a significant forward move-
ment towards the restoration of
peace and tranquility in the region.

The Indian delegation at Sunday's
talks was led by Lt Gen PGK Menon,
the Commander of  the Leh-based
14 Corps. On Saturday, Chief  of
Army Staff  Gen MM Naravane
had said if  the Chinese military con-
tinues with its large-scale deploy-
ment in the eastern Ladakh re-
gion, then the Indian Army too
will maintain its strength on its
side which he said is "as good as
what the PLA has done." The bor-
der standoff  between the Indian and
Chinese militaries erupted on May
5 last year following a violent clash
in the Pangong lake areas.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Oct 10: India has al-
lowed export of  around 40 lakh
doses of  domestically-manufac-
tured coronavirus vaccine 'Sputnik
Light' to Russia, sources said Sunday.

Sputnik Light - the single-dose
Covid-19 vaccine variant of  Russia's
Sputnik - has not yet been approved
for emergency use in India. Hetero
and Dr Reddy's Laboratories, the
Indian partner of  Russian sovereign
wealth fund RDIF, markets the
Sputnik range of  vaccines globally.

There were various view points
among Indian experts about the
single-dose vaccine's efficacy on
Indians. In September, the Drugs

Controller General of  India had
granted permission for the con-
ducting Phase 3 bridging trials of
Sputnik Light on the Indian pop-
ulation.

The nod comes after a recent
study published in the medical
journal The Lancet said that
Sputnik Light showed 78.6 to 83.7
per cent efficacy against Covid-19,
significantly higher than most two-
shot vaccines.

The Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation's Subject
Expert Committee had, in July, de-
nied grant of  emergency use au-
thorisation to Sputnik Light, stress-
ing need to Phase 3 trial of  the
Russian vaccine in the country.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 10: BJP MP Varun
Gandhi Sunday warned against at-
tempts to turn the Lakhimpur Kheri
incident into a "Hindu vs Sikh bat-
tle", saying it is dangerous to create
these fault lines and reopen wounds
that have taken a generation to heal.

The Pilibhit MP, who was re-
cently dropped from the BJP na-
tional executive, said the struggle
for justice in Lakhimpur Kheri is
about the "cruel massacre of  poor
farmers in the face of  arrogant
local power elite", and the issue
has no religious connotations.

"To use the word 'Khalistani' lib-

erally to describe the protesting
farmers is not only an insult to the
generations of  these proud sons
of  the Tarai who have fought and
shed blood on our borders, it is also
extremely dangerous for our na-
tional unity if  this provokes the
wrong kind of  reaction," he said.

In a tweet, he said, "An attempt
to turn Lakhimpur Kheri into a

Hindu vs Sikh battle is being made.
Not only is this an immoral & false
narrative, it is dangerous to create
these fault-lines & reopen wounds
that have taken a generation to
heal. We must not put petty polit-
ical gains above national unity."

Police had arrested Ashish Mishra,
son of  Union Minister of  State for
Home Ajay Mishra, in connection
with the October 3 Lakhimpur vio-
lence. Farmer organisations have
blamed the father-son duo for the in-
cident and are alleging that the min-
ister had made a provocative speech
while his son was inside a vehicle
that hit farmers. Both have denied
the allegations.

GOVT ALLOWS EXPORT
OF SPUTNIK LIGHT VAX

Lakhimpur violence being made
into a Hindu-Sikh battle: Varun

Eastern Ladakh row:
India, China hold talks

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

Indian and Chinese troops
were engaged in a brief
face-off near Yangtse in
the Tawang sector of
Arunachal Pradesh
around 10 days back and
it was resolved within a
few hours following talks
between commanders of
the two sides as per
established protocols

Kashmiri Pandits shout slogans and block Tawi Bridge during a protest 
after militants shot dead two teachers in Srinagar’s Eidgah Sangam area, in
Jammu, Sunday PTI PHOTO

PROTESTS
CONTINUE

SRINAGAR: Condemnation,
condolences, and protests
against the brutal murder of
famous pharmacy owner, M.L.
Bindroo continued Sunday in
Srinagar city five days after the
incident. Just three days back, a
largely-attended candlelight
protest was held at city centre
Lal Chowk. The participants,
including elected municipal
councillors, called their protest
"Akhir Kab Tak" (How long will
such madness continue). Friends,
well-wishers and even people
who hardly knew him, continue
to pour into Bindroo's residence
to express grief and anger at his
murder by the terrorists.
Bindroo's killing sparked fear and
consternation among scores of
Kashmiri Pandits who had
continued to live in the Valley
even after the majority of their
community members migrated
out in early 1990s.
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I want to visit many different
places and listen to voices (of
the people) and work toward
having that reflected in politics 
FUMIO KISHIDA | JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER

UK Home Secretary Priti Patel is
said to be keen on introducing a
specific law against the public
sexual harassment of women
and girls, in the wake of a series
of recent attacks on the streets
of London, according to a report

FOR A CHANGE
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international

AGENCIES

China, Oct 10: The global com-
munity must invest much more
and raise the scale and speed of
its pledges to protect nature and pre-
vent species loss, a senior UN official

said Sunday on the eve of  a new
round of  global biodiversity talks.

The first part of  the twice-post-
poned "COP15" biodiversity nego-
tiations begin in the southwest-
ern Chinese city of  Kunming on
Monday, with the aim of  generat-

ing momentum for an ambitious
post-2020 agreement to reverse
decades of  habitat destruction
caused by human encroachment
and climate change.

David Cooper, deputy executive
secretary of  the UN Convention
on Biological Diversity, told a brief-
ing that ministers attending virtual
meetings this week needed to show
more ambition and give "clear po-
litical direction" to negotiators,

who will thrash out a final deal in
Kunming in May next
year.Environmental groups say
there is no time to lose when it
comes to protecting habitats and
slowing extinction rates, especially
after governments failed to complete
any of  the 2020 biodiversity tar-
gets agreed in Aichi, Japan a decade
earlier. However, Cooper said the
level  of  urgency was sti l l  
not enough. 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New York, Oct 10: Despite high
hopes that one of  the Nobel com-
mittees would recognise vaccina-
tion research that has saved count-
less lives by being delivered to
billions of  people, this year's science
Nobels instead went to fundamental
advances that had been tipped to
win for years.

The timing didn't work in
favour of  a Covid-19 Nobel this
year. Nominations for this year's
prize had to be submitted by
February 1.

This was more than two months
after the first mRNA vaccines, and
some others, proved their mettle in
clinical trials, but before their im-
pact on the pandemic was fully
clear, said Goran Hansson, secre-
tary-general of  the Royal Swedish
Academy of  Sciences in Stockholm,
which selects the prize winners.
"Follow-up is really still happening

now," Hansson added.
According to Nature.com, some

scientists expressed surprise and
disappointment at the omission of
Covid-19 vaccines, particularly
those developed using messenger
RNA technology, which has
launched a new class of  vaccines.

But Nobel prize insiders and
watchers say that timing, techni-
cal details and politics meant that
a nod this year was a long shot.
However, the impact of  Covid-19 vac-
cines -- and the underlying ad-
vances -- indicate that it shouldn't
be long before researchers behind
the work get a call from Stockholm.

"The development of  mRNA vac-
cines is a wonderful success story
that has had enormous positive
consequences for humankind. And
we are all very grateful to the sci-
entists," Hansson said. "This is a
kind of  discovery that will receive
nominations. But we need to take
time," Hansson added.

AGENCIES

Taipei, Oct 10: Taiwan's presi-
dent Sunday vowed to defend the is-
land from China's rising pressure
for reunification, after a week of  un-
precedented tensions with Beijing.

Speaking at the island's
National Day celebrations,
a rare show of  Taiwanese
defense capabilities in
the annual parade un-
derlined Tsai Ing-wen's
promise to resist Chinese
military threats. “We will
do our utmost to prevent the
status quo from being unilater-
ally altered,” President Tsai said.
“We will continue to bolster our
national defense and demonstrate
our determination to defend our-
selves in order to ensure that nobody
can force Taiwan to take the path
China has laid out for us,” the
Taiwanese leader added. Tsai em-
phasised the island's vibrant democ-
racy in contrast with Beijing's
deeply authoritarian, single-party
Communist state. “The path that

China has laid out offers neither a
free and democratic way of  life for
Taiwan, nor sovereignty for our
23 million people," Tsai said.

A choir of  singers from Taiwan's
various indigenous tribes opened

the ceremony in front of
the Presidential

Office Building
in the center of
the capital ,
Taipei.
Surveys show
Taiwanese

overwhelmingly
favor their cur-

rent de-facto in-
dependent state and strongly

rejects unification with China,
which has vowed to bring the island
under its control, by military force
if  necessary. Tsai rarely singles
out China in her public speeches,
but in this speech acknowledged the
increasing tensions that Taiwan
faces as Chinese military harass-
ment intensified in the past year.
Since September of  last year, China
has flown fighter jets more than 800

times towards Taiwan. Since last
Friday, China has sent a record-
breaking number of  fighter jets
towards international airspace
close to Taiwan. The island has
strengthened its unofficial ties
with countries like Japan, Australia
and the US In the face of  these per-
ceived threats.

“But the more we achieve, the
greater the pressure we face from
China,” Tsai said in her speech.
Following the address, Taiwan's
Ministry of  National Defense
showed off  a range of  weaponry in-
cluding missile launchers and ar-
mored vehicles while fighters jets
and helicopters soared overhead.
These included a formation of  F-
16, Indigenous Defense Fighters
and Mirage 2000's, which left wide
white contrails in their wake. The
show of  air power was followed
by a group of  CM32 tanks, followed
later by trucks carrying missile
systems.

Tsai said Taiwan wanted to con-
tribute to peaceful regional devel-
opment, even as the situation be-
comes “more tense and complex”
in the Indo-Pacific. On Saturday,
China's leader Xi Jinping said that
reunification with Taiwan “must
be realized", while claiming “peace-
ful” reunification was possible.

The parade Sunday in Taipei
also featured Taiwan's Olympic
athletes who won medals at the
Tokyo summer games, as well as
public health officials, including
those who staff  a daily press con-
ference about the pandemic, wear-
ing their distinctive neon yellow-

AGENCIES

Zaranj, Afghanistan, Oct 10:
The number of  Afghans at-
tempting to cross the border to
Iran has soared since the Taliban
swept to power almost two months
ago, but few make it across, an
official said. Before the Taliban
came to power August 15, around
1,000 to 2,000 people crossed to
Iran through the Zaranj border sta-
tion in the southwestern province
of  Nimroz every month.

But the border commander for
Nimroz province, Mohammad
Hashem Hanzaleh, told AFP this
week that the number of  people
attempting to cross has since
soared to between 3,000 and 4,000

every day. The hike comes as dev-
astating economic and humani-
tarian crises lash Afghanistan,
with the UN warning that a third
of  the population faces the threat
of  famine.

But Hanzaleh said that very
few had the papers required to
cross.Traders and people holding
residence visas, as well as those
with visas to seek medical treat-
ment, "are not prevented by
Iranian forces," he said, adding that
about 5-600 people were allowed
across each day.

For those without their papers
attempting to cross, the experi-
ence can be harrowing.Hayatullah,
wearing a towel-like turban and
a grey beard, showed off  his in-

jured hand, with dark blood seep-
ing through the bandage."Iranian
soldiers took our money. They hit
our hands, they tore our hands,"
he said. Mohammad Nasim said
he had been thwarted three times

after trying to scale over the bor-
der wall.Two nights earlier, he
said Iranian border guards had
opened fire and killed two people
trying to get across, including
one of  his friends.

The role of the
European Court
of Justice in

Northern Ireland and
the consequent
inability of the UK
Government to
implement the very sensitive
arrangements in the protocol in
a reasonable way has created a
deep imbalance in the way the
protocol operates

DAVID FROST | BRITISH NEGOTIATOR

of the
day uote 

However, since
the question of
my

appointment has
been raised, I have
resigned from the
post of the minister
as it is not appropriate for me to
remain as a minister amid such
speculations

GAJENDRA BAHADUR HAMAL | NEPAL’S
INDUSTRY, COMMERCE AND SUPPLIES MINISTER

I am optimistic
that every
German

government,
including the one
that follows mine,
will feel committed
to Israel's security, and I think any
successor who becomes German
chancellor will see it that way

ANGELA MERKEL | GERMANY’S
LAME-DUCK CHANCELLOR

Iraqis vote 
for new Parl
Baghdad: Iraq closed its
airspace and land border
crossings Sunday as voters
headed to the polls to elect a
parliament that many hope
will deliver much needed
reforms after decades of
conflict and mismanagement.
The vote was scheduled to be
held next year but was
brought forward in response to
a popular uprising in the
capital Baghdad and southern
provinces in late 2019.

Five killed in 
boat capsize
Dhaka: At least five bodies
were recovered after a boat
capsized in the Turag river in
Savar, on the outskirts of
Bangladesh capital Dhaka.
Khaleda Yasmin, a duty officer
of Fire Service and Civil Defense
Headquarters, told Xinhua
news agency that “the bodies
of three boys, a woman and a
girl have so far been retrieved”.

Thousands
march in Brussels 
Brussels: Thousands of people
young and old marched through
Brussels Sunday to push world
leaders to take bolder action
to fight climate change at the
UN climate summit in Glasgow
starting this month. 

Oz Chancellor
Kurz resigns
Vienna: Austrian Chancellor
Sebastian Kurz has announced
his resignation, and proposed
Foreign Minister Alexander
Schallenberg as his successor.
In a statement to the media on
Saturday evening, Kurz said
that he wanted to avoid
months of chaos and stagnation,
reports Xinhua news agency.
"My country is more important
to me than my person," he
said. Kurz said that he would
return to Parliament as the
chairman of his conservative
party and "use the opportunity
to refute the allegations," which
he claimed were "false".

Lebanon faces
total blackout 
Beirut: Lebanon's electricity
grid has shut down all over
the country as the two main
power stations of al-Zahrani
and Deir Ammar ran out of
fuel, local news website
Elnashra reported. The
thermoelectric plant stopped
at Zahrani power station
Saturday while the Deir
Ammar plant stopped on
Friday due to a fuel shortage,
reports  said.

SHORT TAKES

Afghans flock to Iranian border, but few can cross
BEFORE THE TALIBAN CAME TO POWER IN AUGUST, AROUND 1,000 TO 2,000 PEOPLE CROSSED TO IRAN

THROUGH THE ZARANJ BORDER STATION IN SOUTHWESTERN PROVINCE OF NIMROZ EVERY MONTH

United Nations: The United Nations 
Security Council strongly condemned the

“atrocious” ISIS terror attack on a mosque in Afghanistan and other
recent attacks against religious institutions in the war-torn country,
references that India categorically insisted on in a statement issued by
the powerful UN body and rejected any attempts to dilute 
them. The 15-nation UNSC issued the press statement Saturday 
in which the members “condemned in the strongest terms the atrocious
and cowardly terrorist attack in Kunduz, Afghanistan"  October 8. An
Islamic State suicide bomber struck inside the Shiite Mosque.  Sources
said that India stood firm on two aspects that eventually were noted in
the press statement.  Against this backdrop, India was very clear that
both the aspects should be unequivocally condemned.

INDIA CONCERNED 

Taiwan rejects China’s move
China claims Taiwan as part of its national territory although the island has been 

self-ruled since it split from the communist-ruled mainland in 1949 after a long civil war

We
will do our

utmost to prevent
the status quo from
being unilaterally

altered
TSAI ING-WEN I

TAIWAN’S PRESIDENT

Why nCoV vaccines
didn’t win science
Nobel this year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Oct 10: Abdul Qadeer
Khan, the disgraced atomic sci-
entist known as the 'father of
Pakistan's nuclear bomb' under
the clandestine enrichment pro-
gramme and infamous for his con-
troversial role in nuclear prolif-
eration, died here on Sunday after
a brief  illness. He was 85.

Khan, who was born in 1936 in
Bhopal and migrated to Pakistan
along with his family after the
Partition in 1947, breathed his last
at about 7.00 AM (local time) at the
Khan Research Laboratories (KRL)
Hospital – the medical facility
named after him.

According to the state-run
Associated Press of  Pakistan, Khan
had been admitted to the KRL
Hospital August 26 after he tested
positive for Covid-19. Later, he was
shifted to a military hospital in

Rawalpindi but was discharged
after recovering from the virus.

Khan was brought to the KRL
Hospital early in the morning after
he faced difficulty in breathing,
Geo News reported. Doctors said
Khan's health deteriorated after
bleeding in his lungs.

He could not survive after his
lungs collapsed.

"Deeply saddened to learn about
the passing of  Dr. Abdul Qadeer
Khan. Had known him personally
since 1982. He helped us develop na-
tion-saving nuclear deterrence,
and a grateful nation will never
forget his services,” President Arif
Alvi said in a post on Twitter. Prime
Minister Imran Khan said that he
was “deeply saddened by the pass-
ing of  Dr A Q Khan”. 

Funeral prayers for Khan were
held at Islamabad's Faisal Mosque.
A large number of  people, includ-
ing ministers and representatives
of  the armed forces, attended his
funeral despite rain. He was buried
at the H-8 graveyard, in accordance
with his family's as well as his 
own wishes.

Father of Pak’s
nuclear bomb
AQ Khan dies

AGENCIES

London/Brussels, Oct 10:  Britain
and Ireland traded barbs on
Twitter Sunday after British Brexit
negotiator David Frost restated his
view that the EU must agree 
"significant change" to the
Northern Ireland protocol that
governs trade and border rules
in the province.

The protocol was part of  the
Brexit settlement Prime Minister
Boris Johnson negotiated with
the EU, but London has repeat-
edly said it must be rewritten less
than a year after taking force due
to the barriers businesses face
when importing British goods
into Northern Ireland.

Ireland's foreign minister Simon
Coveney on Twitter asked: "Real Q:
Does UKG (UK Government) ac-
tually want an agreed way forward
or a further breakdown in rela-
tions?"That drew a rebuke from
Frost: "I prefer not to do negotiations
by twitter, but since @simoncoveney
has begun the process..."Frost dis-
missed Coveney's argument that he
was making new demands, saying
that Britain's concerns over the
European Court of  Justice's role in
the process were set out three
months earlier," Frost said.

On Saturday, Frost had released
extracts of  a speech he is due to
make this week again calling for
change and signalling a desire to
free the protocol from the over-
sight of  European judges.

Britain, Ireland
argue on Twitter 

A volcano continues to spew out lava on the Canary island of La Palma, Spain in the early hours of Sunday PTI PHOTO

Countries must spend more to protect nature: UN
The United Nations wants countries to commit to 

protecting 30% of their land by 2030, a pledge already
agreed to by the United States and others

RAGING INFERNO

Khan, considered as the
father of Pak’s nuclear

bomb, is revered at
home as a hero. He was
also called a man who

built the Muslim world’s
first atomic bomb

BREXIT DEAL 

Tsai Ing-wen Xi Jinping

Representational image
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The domestic
industry should

use coal through the
gasification process.
Burning coal in open
furnaces should be stopped.
When we gasify coal, carbon
emission are minimal
V R SHARMA | MD, JSPL

After the historic Air India privatisation, the government will
now start work on monetising its four other subsidiaries,
including Alliance Air, and over `14,700 crore worth non-core
assets like land and building, DIPAM Secretary Tuhin Kanta
Pandey said. The government October 8 had announced that
salt-to-software conglomerate Tatas have won the bid to
acquire debt-laden national carrier Air India for `18,000 crore

AFTER AIR INDIA, IT’S ALLIANCE AIR’S TURN
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Maruti service
bounced back
very quickly

after the Covid-19.
Our service on
wheels has become a
huge hit. The
customers today are preferring that

PARTHO BANERJEE | SENIOR EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR, MSIL

of the
day uote 

We are looking
to expand into
the Middle East

and Europe. Already
conversations are
happening. We are
trying to partner with
large technology corporations who
would be happy to take us to the
market and jointly offer our solutions

SANDIP KUMAR PANDA | CEO, INSTASAFE

TECHNOLOGIES

With our IISc
collaboration,
we hope to

enhance research
and development in
the use of GWP and
natural refrigerants,
as well as ensure that India's
workforce is ready to engineer a
sustainable tomorrow

RAVICHANDRAN PURUSHOTHAMAN |
PRESIDENT, DANFOSS

FPIs invest `1,997cr 
so far in October
New Delhi: Foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) remained net
buyers to the tune of `1,997
crore so far in October as
India continues to be a
competitive investment
destination from a long-term
perspective. As per
depositories data, `1,530 crore
was invested by FPIs in
equities and `467 crore into
the debt segment between
October 1-8. FPIs have been
net buyers for two
consecutive months and 
have invested `26,517 crore 
in September and 
`16,459 crore in August.

M-cap of 8 firms
jump `2.32Lcr
New Delhi: Eight of the top-10
most valued companies
together added a whopping
`2,32,800.35 crore in market
valuation last week in-tandem
with rally in the broader
market, with Reliance
Industries and Tata
Consultancy Services
emerging as the biggest
gainers. Last week, the 30-
share BSE benchmark rallied
1,293.48 points or 2.20 per
cent. The benchmark soared
past the 60,000 level Friday.
The market valuation of
Reliance Industries zoomed
`93,823.76 crore to reach
`16,93,170.17 crore.

Dream11 suspends 
ops in Karnataka
New Delhi: Dream11, one of
India’s most popular gaming
apps, has suspended
operations in Karnataka after
a complaint was registered
against its founders claiming
it was in violation of a new
state gambling law. Police
records Saturday showed a
case has been registered in
India’s tech capital Bengaluru,
in Karnataka, following a
complaint by a 42-year-old cab
driver who reported it as
being operational after a ban
on online games involving
betting came into force.

Samsung declares
mega TV offers
Bhubaneswar: Samsung has
announced mega deals on a
wide range of TVs and digital
appliances for this Durga Puja
festival. Samsung has
introduced two special festive
offers – Big TV Festival and
Home Like Never Before on its
TVs and digital appliances.
These exciting product offers,
coupled with attractive finance
schemes including cash-back,
assured gifts and easy EMIs,
will be valid till November 10,
2021, at all leading consumer
electronics retailers. 

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Oct 10:Automobile re-
tailers are staring at huge losses this
festive season as manufacturers
struggle with vehicle dispatches
to dealerships amid the ongoing
semiconductor shortage crisis, ac-
cording to a top Federation of
Automobile Dealers Associations
(FADA) official.

With chip shortage continuing
unabated, auto manufacturers are
faced with production issues forc-
ing them to curtail supplies to
dealer partners. Amid robust de-
mand for several models, dealers
are witnessing booking cancella-
tions and there is also a drop in on
the spot buying due to dearth of  in-
ventory at their end.

“Festive season is the most im-
portant period in terms of  sales for
us. On an average, the two month
period accounts for 40 per cent of
our total sales during a year. This

is the time when we actually earn
and save for operations for the rest
of  the year. This year we are not get-
ting adequate vehicles and are star-
ing at losses,” FADA President
Vinkesh Gulati told PTI.

He noted that in the passenger
vehicle segment, the waiting period

on most of  the models has gone
up drastically from the earlier pe-
riod of  1-3 months. Gulati said
with lack of  inventory at the deal-
erships, spot purchases are ham-
pered as well.

As per our data, while 50-60 per
cent buyers go for prior booking etc,

the rest 40 per cent are those who
just come to the dealership and
just buy a model. So this chapter
is just closed for us as there are
no extra units, he stated.

Gulati noted that while the PV
segment suffers from robust de-

mand and poor supply, the situation
is quite opposite in the two wheeler
segment where the inventory level
is better but demand is uninspir-
ing. There is an impact on the
lower middle class and rural re-
gions due to drop in income levels
amid Covid related issues, which
has impacted the demand. Also,
the prices of  two wheelers have
gone up by around 30 per cent in
the last one year alone. Besides,
high petrol prices are also an im-
pediment. So there has been an
impact, he stated.

Automobile retail sales in the
country witnessed a 5 per cent
year-on-year drop last month amid
a decline in two-wheeler and trac-
tor dispatches during the period.
As per Federation of  Automobile
Dealers Associations (FADA),
total retail sales last month stood
at 12,96,257 units, down 5.27 per
cent, from 13,68,307 units in
September 2020.

Auto retailers staring at huge losses this fest season
WITH THE 42-DAY LONG PEAK SEASON HAVING COMMENCED WITH THE FIRST NAVRATRA, DEALERS ARE FINDING

IT DIFFICULT TO CONVINCE THE CUSTOMERS TO WAIT INDEFINITELY FOR THE VEHICLES OF THEIR CHOICE

We are staring at big losses.
During the festive period our
retail sales used to be in the
range of 4-4.5 lakh units in
the 42-day period but this
time around it is going to be
just around the 3-3.5 lakh
sales mark. We would be
lucky if we are able to
achieve even such a sales
number
VINKESH GULATI | PRESIDENT, FADA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 10: Telecom
Secretary K Rajaraman has asked
state-owned telecom research and
development organisation C-DoT
to start working on 6G and other
futuristic technologies in order to
catch up with the global market
in time, a statement said Sunday.

As per theoretical calculations,
peak data download speed of  5G
is pegged at 20 gigabit per second
(gbps). However, Vodafone Idea
has claimed to have achieved the
highest peak speed of  3.7 gbps
during trials in India.

The telecom secretary has
stressed upon C-DoT to keep track
of  emerging technologies, aligned
with the technology life cycle. He
has asked C-DOT to start working
on 6G and other futuristic tech-
nologies in order to catch up with
the market in time, Centre for
Development of  Telematics (C-
DoT ) said in the statement.
According to Department of
Telecom (DoT), 5G technology is
expected to deliver ten times bet-
ter download speed than that of  4G
and up to three times greater spec-
trum efficiency.

Telecom Regulatory Authority

of  India (Trai) has recorded the
top speed of  4G at around 20
megabit per second in Reliance Jio
network in the country.

The department has begun the
process for commercial launch of
5G in India. It has sought Trai’s
views on the base price of  spectrum
to be allocated for 5G services.

Rajaraman, who took charge
as Secretary of  DoT October 1,
also advised C-DoT to focus on
commercialization of  technology
and consider setting up incubators
in C-DoT for faster technology
commercialization. He visited C-
DoT Saturday where he inaugu-

rated its Quantum Communication
Lab and unveiled the indigenously
devel oped  Q uantum Key
Distribution (QKD) solution.

QKD is essential to address the
threat that rapid advancement in
Quantum Computing poses to the
security of  the data being trans-
ported by various critical sectors
through the current communi-
cation networks, the statement
said.

The government has allocated
$1 billion for the National Mission
on Quantum Technologies and
Applications spanning over a pe-
riod of  8 years.

TELECOM SECRETARY ASKS C-DOT TO WORK ON 6G
SAMSUNG, HUAWEI, LG AND SOME OTHER COMPANIES HAVE STARTED WORKING ON 6G TECHNOLOGIES WHICH IS SAID TO BE 50 TIMES

FASTER THAN 5G AND IS EXPECTED TO BE COMMERCIALLY LAUNCHED BETWEEN 2028-2030 
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New Delhi, Oct 10: The Centre
Sunday imposed stock limits on
traders of  edible oils and oilseeds,
barring importers and exporters,
till March 31, in a bid to check ris-
ing domestic prices and give re-
lief  to consumers.

Already, futures trading in mus-
tard oil on NCDEX platform has
been suspended from October 8,
it said.

“The centre’s decision will soften
the prices of  edible oils in the do-
mestic market, thereby bringing
great relief  to consumers across
the country,”  the Food and
Consumer Affairs Ministry said
in a statement.

As per the order issued to all
states, state governments and union
territories will decide the stock
limit to be imposed on edible oils
and oilseeds after taking into ac-
count the available stock and con-
sumption pattern of  that particu-
lar state or UT. However, certain
importers and exporters have been

exempted from the stock limit.
The exemption is given to those

exporters (being a refiner, miller,
extractor, wholesaler or retailer
or dealer) who have an Importer-
Exporter Code Number issued by
the Director General of  Foreign
Trade (DGFT) and are able to
demonstrate that the whole or part
of  his stock are meant for exports

and to the extent of  the stock meant
for export.

The exemption is also given to
those importers (being a refiner,
miller, extractor, wholesaler or re-
tailer or dealer) who are able to
demonstrate that part of  his stock
in respect of  edible oils and edible
oilseeds are sourced from imports,
the ministry said.

In case, the stocks held by re-
spective legal entities are higher
than the prescribed limits then
they shall declare the same on the
portal  (httpseve goils.Nic.
InEOSPlogin) of  Department of
Food and Public Distribution and
bring it to the prescribed stock lim-
its as decided by the states where
it is conducting its business within
30 days of  the issue of  such notifi-
cation by the said authorities. 

According to the ministry, high
prices of  edible oils in the inter-
national market have a substan-
tial impact on the domestic edible
oil prices. However, the govern-
ment has formulated a multi-
pronged strategy to ensure that
prices of  essential commodities
like edible oils remain controlled.

Measures like rationalisation
of  import duty structure, launch-
ing of  a web-portal for self-disclo-
sure of  stocks held by various
stakeholders had already been
taken, it said. India meets more
than 60 per cent of  its edible oil de-
mands through imports.

Govt imposes stock limits on edible oils
The states have been asked

to ensure stock details of
edible oils and oilseeds are

regularly declared and
updated on the central 

government’s portal

The Removal of Licensing Requirements,
Stock Limits and Movement Restrictions
on Specified Foodstuffs 
(Amendment) Order, 2021, 
has been issued with 
immediate effect 

Edible oil prices in the domestic retail markets
have shot up sharply by up to 46.15 per cent in
the last one year due to global 
factors and local tight 
supply situation
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New Delhi, Oct 10: Billionaire
Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance
Industries Ltd Sunday announced
two back-to-back acquisitions - a
$771 million buyout of  Norway-
based solar panel manufacturer
REC Solar Holdings and purchase
of  40% stake in Shapoorji Pallonji
Group’s Sterling & Wilson Solar -
as the oil-to-retail conglomerate
moved to create a multi-billion-
dollar clean energy portfolio.

Reliance New Energy Solar Ltd
(RNESL), a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of  RIL, acquired “100%
shareholding of  REC Solar
Holdings AS (REC Group) from
China National Bluestar (Group)
Co Ltd for an Enterprise Value of
USD 771 million (about `5,800
crore),” the firm said in a statement.

Hours later, it announced
through another statement buy-
ing of  a 40% stake in solar engi-
neering, procurement, construction
(EPC) firm Sterling & Wilson Solar
Ltd (SWSL) in a multi-stage trans-
action for about `2,845 crore.

While REC makes solar grade
polysilicon and solar panel and
modules at facilities in Norway
and Singapore, and has more than
1,300 employees globally, SWSL
has expertise of  executing 11-plus
gigawatts of  solar turnkey projects
globally. Reliance will use REC’s
technology to manufacture metal-
lic silicon and solar panels and

SWSL’s EPC expertise at its gi-
gafactory at Jamnagar in Gujarat,
with initial annual capacity of  4 gi-
gawatts, eventually rising to 10GW.

The REC acquisition is an out-
right purchase while the 40% stake
in SWSL would be done through “a
combination of  primary invest-
ment, secondary purchase and
open offer.”

Ambani had at the RIL annual
general meeting announced spend-
ing of  `60,000 crore on creating
clean energy manufacturing ca-
pacity and `15,000 crore on the
value chain and technology. 

Having committed to net-zero
carbon by 2035, India’s largest
company by market value plans
to build solar photovoltaic panels,
batteries, hydrogen fuel cells, and
electrolysers over the next three
years. The plan comes as compa-
nies and investors globally switch
to sustainable investments and
seek suppliers with similar com-
mitments to curb greenhouse
emissions.

RNESL acquires REC
Solar, 40% in SWSL

ZERO CARBON TARGET

The acquisition would
help Reliance grow in
key green energy 
markets globally, 
including in the United
States, Europe, Australia
and elsewhere in Asia

PPL to raise annual
granulation capacity
of DAP, NPK plant 

PNN/AGENCIES

Paradeep, Oct 10: Paradeep
Phosphates is in the process of  in-
creasing the annual granulation ca-
pacity of  its non-urea fertilizers -
- di-ammonium phosphate (DAP)
and NPK -- plant to 1.8 million
tonne from 1.2 million tonne by
May 2022.

The company also intends to
retrofit a new phosphoric acid
production plant to increase its an-
nual production by 120,000 MT
and plans to install a new evapo-
rator to increase annual produc-
tion of  strong phosphoric acid by
116,000 MT.

“We are investing heavily in
topline growth. We are moving
from 1.2 million MT to 1.8 million
MT and with the acquisition of
Goa Plant, we will get another 1.2
million MT with us,” Sabaleel
Nandy, President and Chief
Operating Officer Paradeep
Phosphates Ltd said.

COs garner $9.7bn
via IPOs in Jan-Sep
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 10: Bolstered by
bullish investor sentiments, India
witnessed companies mopping up
a whopping $9.7 billion through
initial share sales in the first nine
months of  2021, the highest amount
for the nine-month period in two
decades, says a report.

As many as 72 initial public of-
ferings (IPOs) hit the stock market
during the January-September pe-
riod this year in India and strong
sentiments were visible in the
global markets as well, according
to leading consultancy EY.

EY, in its latest report, said the
global IPO market continued to
boom through Q3 2021 resulting in
the most active third quarter by
deal numbers and proceeds in the
last 20 years. In India, total pro-
ceeds in YTD 2021 are $9.7 billion
via 72 IPOs also being the highest
first nine months proceeds in the
last 20 years, it said. For the nine-
month period, India saw the high-
est number of  130 IPOs in 2018.

Odia actors Archita Sahu and Subhasis Sharma inaugurate the biggest multi-utility outlet of Ruchi-Frozit at Mahanadi
Vihar in Cuttack, Sunday. Ruchi MD Sarat Kumar Sahoo and Director Rashmi Sahoo are also seen OP PHOTO
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New Delhi, Oct 10: Aggressive
marketing of  products, timely im-
plementation of  free trade agree-
ments that are under negotiations
and affordable credit to MSME play-
ers would help in taking the coun-

try’s merchandise exports to $500
billion in the next financial year, ac-
cording to exporters. 

Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal in a meeting with ex-
port promotion councils stated that
the country’s exports are growing
at a healthy rate and now exporters

can aim for $450-500 billion of  out-
bound shipments during the next
fiscal year.

Exporters also suggested ex-
ploiting the potential of  e-commerce
for inclusive exports and increasing
its base by bringing new start ups,
artisans, weavers in exports.

FTAs to help exports touch $500 billion
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Dubai, Oct 10: When the going gets
tough, the tough gets going… and
who better to prove it than Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) skipper MS
Dhoni. When Ruturaj Gaikwad
(70, 50b, 5x4, 2x6) got out in the
19th over, CSK still needed 24 runs
to win in 11 balls. In walked MSD,
with not much to show for his ef-
forts with the bat in the previous
games. However, he turned back the
clock and needed just six balls to
score an unbeaten 18 runs (1x6,
3x4) to win the game for his side and
seal CSK’s place in the final with
two balls to spare. 

It was the vintage Dhoni of  old
and ‘Captain Cool’ once more
demonstrated that he still remains
one of  the best finishers of  the
game. Chasing a score of  172 for five

put up by Delhi Capitals, the Kings
scampered over the line, just.

Earlier Gaikwad had set the ball
rolling along with Robin Uthappa
(63, 44b, 7x4, 2x6) and the two put

on 110 runs for the second wicket
to put CSK on a firm pedestal. Then
they stuttered losing three quick
wickets for just six runs. However,
Moeen Ali (16) scored some vital
runs and then Dhoni closed out
the match. 

The good thing for the Capitals
is that they will have another
chance to enter the summit clash
round when they face the win-
ners of  the ‘Eliminator’ to be
played Monday between Royal
Challengers Bangalore and Kolkata
Knight Riders. 

After being put in by Dhoni, it
was the turn of  Prithvi Shaw (60,
34b, 7x4, 3x6) and skipper Rishabh
Pant (51 n o, 35b, 3x4, 2x6) to take
DC to a fighting total. Shimron
Hetmyer (37, 24b, 3x4, 1x6) also con-
tributed, but then they never
thought that the vintage Dhoni

would bail out the Kings. 
After Shaw gave DC the perfect

start, it was Pant and Hetmyer
who consolidated the innings with
some thrilling stroke-play. In the
process, they put on 83 runs for
the fifth wicket. 

For the Kings, pacer Josh
Hazlewood (2/29) was the pick of
the bowlers.  All-rounders Ravindra
Jadeja and Ali picked up a wicket
apiece. 

Lots to play for
Dubai: The winner of the
men’s T20 World Cup 2021 will
take home prize money of
USD 1.6 million dollars (`12
crore approximately) while
the runners-up will get half of
the winning amount, the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) informed Sunday. The
ICC also said that the two
losing semifinalists will
receive USD 400,000 dollars
each from the matches taking
place November 10 and 11. All
the 16 competing teams in the
tournament will receive part
of the 5.6 million dollars
allocated as prize money for
the tournament, which will be
played in the UAE and Oman
from October 17 to November
14. Also the Decision Review
System (DRS) will make its
debut in the T20 World Cup.
Each team will get a
maximum of two reviews 
per innings.  AGENCIES

SHORT TAKE
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Aarhus (Denmakr), Oct 10: Ace
shuttler Saina Nehwal was forced
to retire midway through her
opening match but India’s young
brigade produced a clinical display
to notch up a fine 3-2 win over
Spain and make a winning start
to their campaign at the Uber Cup
Final here Sunday.

Starting the proceedings for
India, London Olympics bronze
medallist Saina had to concede
her match after losing the first
game 20-22 against Spain’s Clara
Azurmendi as she developed dis-
comfort in her groin area.

However, Malvika Bansod en-
sured India’s recovery as she
dished out a dominating 21-13, 21-
15 win over former World No 20
Beatriz Corrales to bring India
at level par with the Spanish team.

Tanisha Crasto and Rutaparna
Panda then produced an equally
impressive display, completely

outplaying Spain’s Paula Lopez
and Lorena Usle 21-10, 21-8 as
India grabbed a 2-1 lead in the
five-match rubber. In the third
singles, Aditi Bhatt gave ample
display of  her talent during the 21-
16, 21-14 win over Spain’s Ania
Setien in the third singles as India
sealed the contest 3-1.

However, it turned out to be a
bad day for Commonwealth Games
bronze medallists N Sikki Reddy
and Ashwini Ponnappa. They lost
to the World No 122 pair of
Azurmendi and Corrales 18-21,
21-14, 17-21 in the second women’s
doubles match.

India will face Scotland in their
second group B match on Tuesday.

“There was a certain catch in
my groin. I was surprised at how
it happened. I was trying to get
back my rhythm and I couldn’t
get it and I had to give it up be-
cause it was hurting when I was
taking long lunges,” Saina said
after the match.

“I will monitor my injury. Let
us see the next three, four days,
how it is. There are two more
matches, so I just want to see
how it goes. I don’t want to take
any sudden decision at the mo-
ment because my body feels good
but this groin issue has to go,”
Saina added. 

Shuttlers sink Spanish armada 
SAINA’S GROIN INJURY ONLY BLIP IN HARD-FOUGHT VICTORY 

n Saina Nehwal (retd) lost to Clara
Azurmendi 20-22

n Malvika Bansod bt Beatriz Corrales
21-13, 21-15

n Aditi Bhatt bt Ania Setien 
21-16, 21-14

n Crasto & Rutaparna bt Paula &
Lorena 21-10, 21-8

n Sikki Reddy & Ashwini lost to
Azurmendi and Corrales 18-21, 
21-14, 17-21

At a glance 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 10: Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur came down hard
Sunday on Hockey India (HI) for uni-
laterally deciding to pull out of
next year’s Commonwealth Games.
Thakur said the national federation
is bound to consult with the gov-
ernment before taking any such
step. He said that the government
is the main financier of  Olympic
sports in India. So it has every
right to take call on matters of  na-
tional representation. 

“I think any federation should re-
frain from giving such statements
and discuss with the government
first because it is just not their
team, it’s the national team,” Thakur
told reporters.

“In a country of  130 crore popu-
lation, there are not just 18 play-
ers to represent country. It (CWG)
is a global event. I feel that they
(HI) should engage with govern-
ment and concerned department.

The decision will be taken by the gov-
ernment,” the sports minister added.  

Thakur’s strong statement came
after HI pulled out Tuesday of  next
year’s Birmingham Commonwealth
Games, citing Covid-19 concerns
and UK’s discriminatory quaran-
tine rules for travellers from India. 

HI also reasoned that there is
only a 32-day window available be-
tween the Birmingham Games
(July 28-August 8) and the Hangzhou
Asian Games (September 10-25),
which is a direct qualifier for 2024
Paris Olympics.

The minister said there is no
dearth of  hockey talent in India
and citing the example of  cricket
added that playing back-to-back
tournaments are nothing new for
professional sportspersons.

“I can understand Asian Games
is being prioritised. I am just say-
ing where the Indian team will be
playing just doesn’t lie with the
federation, it lies with the gov-
ernment also,” asserted Thakur.

EASY MATCHES 
FOR TOP SEEDS  
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Indian Wells, Oct 10: Top seeds
Daniil Medvedev and Karolina
Pliskova rolled to straight-set vic-
tories at the BNP Paribas Open,
when several lower-seeded play-
ers were knocked out.

Medvedev beat American
Mackenzie McDonald 6-4, 6-2, ex-
tending his winning streak to eight
matches dating to his US Open
championship  last  month.
Medvedev never faced a break-
point against McDonald, who was
broken three times. Pliskova ad-
vanced to the third round with a
7-5, 6-2 win over Magdalena  
Frech at the combined ATP and
WTA event. 

Fifth-seeded Garbine Muguruza
was the highest-seeded woman to
lose. Muguruza, who won last
week’s event in Chicago, lost to
Ajla Tomljanovic 6-3, 1-6, 3-6 in a
hard-fought encounter.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gold Coast, Oct 10: The Indian
women’s team committed batting
harakiri despite a fine half  cen-
t u ry  f ro m  o pen er  S m rit i
Mandhana (52, 49b, 8x4) to lose

t h e  t h i rd  a n d  f i n a l  T20
International to Australia by 14
runs and the series 0-2 here Sunday.

However, all the other Indian
batswomen failed to live up to the
challenge with most of  them hav-
ing a strike rate less than 100. The
Aussies scored 149/5 and then re-
stricted India to 135/6.  

The batters who failed in this
simple chase were Sahfali Verma
(1 off  3), Jemmima Rodriguez (23
off  26) and Harmanpreet Kaur
(13 off16).  Richa Ghosh (23 n o, 11b,
2x4, 2x6) made a valiant attempt
at the bottom end of  the innings,
but then the game had already
slipped out of  India’s grasp. 

For Australia, right-arm pacer
Nicola Carey (2/42) was the pick of
the bowlers, while Ashleigh
Gardner (1/22), Annabel Sutherland
(1/13) and Georgia Wareham (1/15)
scalped a wicket each.

Australia women thus finished
the series with 11 points while
India could manage only four.
The first of  the T20 game was
washed out. 

India thus ended their Australia

tour heartbroken, having already
lost the three-match ODI series
1-2 before drawing the rain-marred
lone historic day/night Test. 

Earlier Australia rode on fine
knocks by Beth Mooney (61, 43b,
10x4) and Tahlia McGrath (44,
31b, 6x4, 1x6) to post a fighting
total. Rajeshwari Gayakwad (2/37)
was the pick of  the Indian
bowlers while Renuka Singh
(1/23) and Pooja Vastrakar (1/24)
picked up a wicker apiece. The
Australians however, scored 40
runs in the last 19 balls and that
helped them to win the game.

OZ EVES WIN T20 SERIES 

Brief scores
Australia 149 for 5 (Beth
Mooney 61, Rajeshwari

Gayakwad 2/37) beat India
135 for 6 (Smriti Mandhana

52, Nicola Carey 2/42) 
won by 14 runs.   

Thakur slams HI

Smriti Mandhana

Vintage Dhoni show 
YELLOW ARMY RIDES ON SKIPPER’S KNOCK, ENTERS FINAL FOR THE 9TH TIME

Brief scores
DC 172 for 5 (Prithvi Shaw 60,

Rishabh Pant, 51 n o, Josh
Hazlewood 2/29) lost to CSK 173

for 6 in 19.4 overs (Ruturaj
Gaikwad 70, Robin Uthappa 63,
MS Dhoni 18 n o, Tom Curran

3/29) by four wickets.    
MS Dhoni
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