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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

The story is about a small Indian 
village but we are shooting it in

Europe for safety reasons...
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RBI Governor gets 3-year extension
NEW DELHI: The government has extended the term of Reserve Bank
of India Governor Shaktikanta Das by another three years up to
December 2024, according to an official order. Das was appointed the
RBI’s 25th Governor December 11, 2018 for a period of three years
after the abrupt resignation of his predecessor Urjit Patel. An official
order dated October 28 said the government has reappointed Das as
the RBI Governor for a period of three years beyond December 10,
2021. The decision was taken by the Appointments Committee of the
Cabinet headed by PM Narendra Modi. Das is the first RBI Governor to
get extension after the BJP-led government came to power in 2014. Raghuram Rajan was denied
extension in 2016, while Urjit Patel quit before completion of his three-year term.

Fuel prices hiked for 3rd straight day
NEW DELHI: Fuel prices continued
to surge to record high levels
Friday, October 29, for the third
straight day. In the national
capital, petrol and diesel rates
soared by 35 paise to cost `108.64
and `97.37 per litre respectively, according to Indian Oil
Corporation. In Mumbai, a litre of petrol now costs `114.47, and
diesel is sold at `105.49 per litre. Petrol price in Chennai moved
above the `105 per litre-mark and is currently sold at `105.43 per
litre; while diesel rate stood at `101.59 per litre. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Oct 29: The Orissa High
Court Friday asked the state gov-
ernment to make a decision on
the sale and use of  green crackers
during Diwali by November 1. 

The court’s directive came on a
petition by the All Odisha Fireworks
Dealers’ Association and others
ag ainst  the Special  Relief
Commissioner’s September 30 order
prohibiting sale and use of  fire-
crackers during the festive season
between October 1 and November
1 to protect the health of  the gen-
eral public and curb the spread of
Covid-19 infection. A bench of  Chief
Justice S Muralidhar and Justice
BP Routray asked the SRC to hear
the petitioners in his office Saturday
and make a decision on the issue
on or before 10.30 am Monday.

The high court posted the mat-
ter for further hearing at 2 pm
Monday.  The Petroleum and
Explosives Safety Organisation,
which is under the Union gov-
ernment, informed the court that
it has no objection to sale and use
of  authorised green fireworks
during Diwali. MORE P3

nDibya Shankar Mishra
claims he has nothing to do
with the crime, while his
family files defamation suit
against three media houses
for running a ‘smear 
campaign’ against him

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: After re-
ceiving criticism from various
quarters, Minister of  State (MoS)
Dibya Shankar Mishra broke his
silence on the sensational Mamita
Meher murder case. Issuing a writ-
ten statement, Mishra said he is
deeply saddened and anguished
by the unfortunate death of  Mamita.

“I am a father and I can under-
stand the trauma the family must
be going through. My deepest con-
dolences to the family of  Mamita.
The guilty must be given strictest
punishment as per law,” he said.

The Minister said he was shocked
by the manner in which certain
media houses have launched a ma-
licious character assassination cam-
paign based on falsehood against
him. The smear campaign launched

by the media houses has hurt his fam-
ily and therefore his family has filed
criminal and civil defamation cases
against three regional media groups.

“This malicious smear cam-
paign by these media and
Opposition political parties marks
a new low in the political discourse
of  Odisha, especially where cer-
tain sections of  media are being
used for narrow political gains at

the cost of  truth, empathy and sen-
sitivity in heinous offences,” he
said. As an MLA as well as an ex-
Air Force officer, he has attended
functions at many educational in-

stitutions, Mishra said, adding in
fact, public representatives are
supposed to attend functions in
educational institutions. “Therefore,
a crime happening in any one of  the
institutions that I have visited as
a guest for functions cannot be at-
tributed to me,” he clarified.

He urged Opposition parties and
media to take up the matter with the
police or courts if  they have an iota
of  evidence against him in this mat-
ter. “I will not only resign from my
position but will also retire from
public life, but don’t indulge in smear
campaigns with personal political
agenda,” the minister said.

“I had left the high paying job of
a pilot and joined politics to serve
the people of  Junagarh and
Kalahandi. I swear in the name of
Maa Manikeswari on whom I as
well as the people of  Kalahandi
have deep faith, that I have nothing
to do with this offence,” he added.

n Patnaik demands 60%
share in the clean energy
cess collected from Odisha

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik Friday
raised the demand for the estab-
lishment of  an All India Institute
of  Medical Sciences (AIIMS) at
Sundargarh during a meeting with
Union Minister Pralhad Joshi. 

Joshi along with Union Minister
of  State (MoS) for Railways, Coal
& Mines Raosaheb Patil Danve
met the Chief  Minister here at
Naveen Niwas. During the meet-
ing, Patnaik said the integrated
campus for a 500-bed hospital and
100-seat  medical  colle ge at
Sundargarh has been completed by
the National Thermal Power
Corporation. However, it is yet to
be operationalised.

The Chief  Minister hoped that
considering Sundargarh’s contri-
bution in providing energy security
to the country and to the national
development in terms of  steel and
iron ore production, the Centre

will come forward to fulfill the
long-standing demand of  the peo-
ple of  this tribal-dominated dis-
trict for an AIIMS. Patnaik also
requested the Union Minister for
early functioning of  MCL Medical
College & Hospital at Talcher where
infrastructure is ready. This 500-bed
and 100-seat medical college and hos-
pital will benefit the people of
Dhenkanal and Angul, he added.

The CM also put forth a demand
before the Union Coal Minister to
provide to the state at least 60 per
cent share in the clean energy cess
collected from Odisha. 

In the year 2020-21 Odisha pro-
duced 153.85 million tonnes of  coal
contributing to about 25 per cent
of  the country’s production. 

Government of  India collects
clean energy cess @ ̀ 400 per tonne
which amounts to more than ̀ 50,000
crore. Thus, 60 per cent of  the cess
will give Odisha an amount of
`30,000 crore, which can be utilised
for the economic development of
coal mining areas and the affected
people, Patnaik said. 

Besides, it will accelerate the
state’s development in the after-
math of  the pandemic, he added.

CM raises demand for
AIIMS at Sundargarh

PETROL `109.61 (+0.36)

DIESEL `106.24 (+0.39)

CITY PRICES 

PROVE ME GUILTY Orissa HC asks
govt to decide on
green crackers

A crime happening in
any one of the
institutions that I

have visited as a guest for
functions cannot be
attributed to me
DIBYA SHANKAR MISHRA
MINISTER OF STATE, HOME

MAMITA MURDER CASE



Bengaluru: Kannada cinema’s reign-
ing star and celebrity television host
Puneeth Rajkumar, known for films

such as Appu, Veera Kannadiga
and Maurya, died here Friday fol-
lowing a massive heart attack,
hospital said. He was 46.

Puneeth, who was known to
be a fitness enthusiast, was
rushed to Vikram Hospital after
he complained of  chest pain
following a two-hour workout
in the gym, doctors treating him
said. He died shortly after.  

He is survived by his wife
Ashwini Revanth

and two
daughters Dhriti and Vanditha.  

Restless fans milled around the
hospital complex as news came in of
the sudden death of  the actor, the
son of  much loved matinee idol
Rajkumar who fast outgrew his fa-
ther’s shadow to carve a place all

his own in the Kannada showbiz
industry.

Puneeth’s body will be
kept at the Kanteerava
Stadium to enable the

public to pay their last
respects, state min-

ister R Ashoka
told reporters. He
said Puneeth’s
last rites will be
performed with
full state honours

and the family
will decide when

it will happen.

According to the hospital,  the actor
was brought to the hospital with a
family doctor diagnosing that he had
had a heart attack. 

“At the time of  arrival to the emer-
gency, the patient was non responsive
and was in cardiac asystole. Hence,
immediate advanced cardiac life sup-
port measures were initiated for re-
suscitation. 

“The panel of  medical experts ex-
tended all efforts to save him. He
was declared dead at 2.30 pm on
29.10.2021,” read the statement by
Dr Ranganath Nayak, a cardiologist
at Vikram Hospital.

Condolences at the death of  the
actor, who began his career as a child
artiste appearing in movies such as
Thayige Thakka Maga and
Bhagyavantha, poured in from po-
litical leaders, including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, colleagues in the

southern film industry as well as
those in Bollywood — their messages
echoing his legions of  fans grieving
the hero who had gone too soon.

Sharing a picture with the actor
and his family, the Prime Minister
said, “A cruel twist of  fate has
snatched away from us a prolific and
talented actor, Puneeth Rajkumar.
This was no age to go. The coming
generations will remember him
fondly for his works and wonderful
personality. Condolences to his fam-
ily and admirers. Om Shanti.”

Kar nataka Chief  Minister
Basavaraj Bommai was among the
first to condole the death.

“A huge personal loss and one
that’s difficult to come to terms with.
Praying the almighty gives the
Rajkumar family and fans the
strength to bear this loss.” he tweeted,”
the Chief  Minister said.  

Bommai said the actor was sup-
posed to meet him Friday to plan
Kannada Rajyotsava November 1.

“But the destiny had something else
in store. Instead of  meeting me, he
went somewhere else. This is ex-
tremely shocking,” the CM told 
reporters.

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman also paid her condo-
lences. “A bright star. He had a long
promising career ahead. My condo-
lences to his family, his innumer-
able fans and followers,” she posted
on Twitter.                                                      PTI

Mumbai: Actress Anushka Sharma
is currently in UAE with her hus-
band Virat Kohli and daughter
Vamika. She recently had returned
to Mumbai to finish her brand
commitments. After wrapping up
her shoots, she jetted off  to UAE
with her daughter to be with Virat.
Friday morning, the actress shared
a stunning picture of  the sunrise
on her Instagram story.

In her post, she went on to call her-
self  ‘WhatsApp uncle’ for sharing the
sunrise picture. Offering a glimpse
of  the city skyline, she wrote, “I'm
your Whatsapp uncle wishing you
good morning every day!” 

Earlier, she had also shared an
adorable picture of  Virat playing
with Vamika in her play area at
home. Fans couldn’t stop gushing
over the father-daughter duo.
Sharing the picture with her fans,
Anushka wrote, “My whole heart
in one frame.”

Meanwhile, Anushka has taken

the viral Jugnu challenge
and recorded an enter-
taining dance video. 

Virat and Anushka wel-
comed their first child,
Vamika in January this
year. After her birth, they
chose to protect their
daughter from social
media.

On the work front,
Sharma was last seen in
Aanand L Rai's Zero
with Katrina Kaif  and
Shah Rukh Khan.
She is producing
Qala ,  which
marks late
actor Irrfan
Khan’s son
Babil’s
debut.

AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actor Priyanka
Chopra gave a nod to Vir Das
who took a dig at those people
who usually mock Indians for
choreographing their steps to
music in Hindi films.

Sharing an almost month-
old video of  Vir Das, Priyanka

wrote, “Speak the truth
@virdas”. In the

video, the co-
median-actor
is seen talk-
ing about
Instagram
reels and
TikTok
where
users dance
to the song
lyrics and said
“Think about this
for a second. For
years, Bollywood
songs were shot
in crowded places,

tourist destina-
tions.  So we
Indians would go
to these crowded
places and sud-
denly start doing
choreographed
steps to music
and do lip synch-

ing and everybody including
some Indians are like, ‘What is
up with these Indians?’ Now
years later all  you do on
Instagram and TikTok is head
to crowded places and do cho-
reographed steps lip synching

songs that you never
sang. You aren’t

original.”
In the

original
video
shared
by Vir
Das,
neti-

zens can
be seen de-

bating on his
thought. While

the majority of  the peo-
ple agreed with him, others sim-
ply claimed that the content is
not real.

One user commented, “fully
agree. Have been tellin this for
a while." “@virdas so on point
man!!!!!!!! Amusing hypocrisy”
said another, while one wrote,
“unoriginal. just like remixes on
tiktok”.

On the work front, Priyanka
was last seen shooting for Citadel
in Spain.

P2 JASON TESTS COVID +VE WHILE
FILMING AQUAMAN SEQUEL

leisure
Actor Jason Momoa has been filming the
superhero film Aquaman sequel in the UK, but
insiders have shared that he is now isolating
after testing positive for Covid-19. His fans are
looking forward to having him back on set.

Sigourney Weaver-starring series The
Lost Flowers of Alice Hart has begun
filming in Australia. Produced by Amazon
Prime Video, Made Up Stories and
Endeavor Content, it will be presented as
an Amazon original in 2022.
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AQUARIUS
Cleaning up the clutter,
either at your home or
office, will be priority num-
ber one. Grab this chance to impress your
boss or spouse and make your personal
space squeaky clean. A dinner by candle-
light with your beloved will ease your
tired muscles, says Ganesha.

PISCES
You will find yourself in a
nostalgic frame of mind
today, and will attempt to
reach out to long lost friends and rela-
tives, says Ganesha. It is also a good
day for social and religious activities.
You will also relate to your work rather
emotionally. 

SAGITTARIUS
The day begins with lots of
challenges, says Ganesha.
Isolated or a one man army,
you may have to resolve problems and
cross hurdles on your own. Your skills and
resourcefulness will go through a rigor-
ous polishing today, may be in a not-so-
happening style. 

LIBRA
Ganesha says you will think
of restyling or renovating
your home today. You shall
be able to style your house with artifacts
or beautiful paintings. You will invite your
friends to your home in the evening and
enjoy spending time with them. You may
try your luck today in the share market and
you can hope to make substantial gains.

SCORPIO
You are on a mission to
solve all the pending prob-
lems, by finding their solu-
tions today itself. And very aptly, your
optimistic attitude and creative outlook
would come to rescue you in difficult
moments. At this point of time, even your
colleagues and superiors support you,
says Ganesha.

LEO
With today's alignment of
your planets, Ganesha fore-
sees you heading for a
shopping bonanza. Be prepared to come
back home weighed down with goodies,
as you are likely to squander a consider-
able amount on them. On the work front,
it's a completely different story as you
display your maturity and mellowness.

VIRGO
Homesickness will make
you yearn and leave you
musing during the day. You
will try making sincere efforts to add
more fibres to the cloth of relationships.
Energy levels will go bonkers today. All in
all, Ganesha sees a sanctified day.

GEMINI
Today, you will be emotional
and practical at the same
time. Academically, you will
be at the top of your game. People around
you will be swept away by your charming
and intelligent ways. By evening, you will
divert your mind towards beautifying
your home, feels Ganesha.

CANCER
You will make a strong
impact with whatever you
do today. Ganesha says that
you will feel joy in a romantic interlude.
Ties with life partner will be stronger and
you will enjoy domestic bliss. A situation
might arise where you have to draw lines
and take side with a circle of friends.

ARIES
Joining a yoga class will be
a good decision. You should
try ayurvedic foodstuffs too.
You may expect a lot of new things to
happen today. Ganesha advises you not
to worry as there is a good amount of
money coming up for you.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Your monetary problems
will continue to bother you,
predicts Ganesha. You will
not let small expenses get in the way of
things. You may make money from differ-
ent sources. If you stay independent, then
you may generate wonderful results at
the workplace, hopes Ganesha.

CAPRICORN
You'll be over-emotional
during the first half of the
day. You've been quiet for a
long period now, and it will be emotional-
ly and physically exhausting for you to
express your tensions, fears, dreams,
regrets and sorrows, feels Ganesha. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

SIGOURNEY’S THE LOST FLOWERS
OF ALICE HART STARTS FILMING

Anushka calls herself
‘WhatsApp uncle’

Priyanka supports Vir Das 

Karnataka CM
Basavaraj Bommai 
has announced a 
state funeral for
Kannada superstar
Puneeth Rajkumar. In
an official 
statement, the state
announced that the 
last rites of the 
beloved actor 
will be done 
with state 
honours
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EVICTION DRIVE

Illegal structures near Puri
district headquarters
hospital being demolished
by the civic authorities,
Friday 

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 24,64,77,169  22,33,08,115 49,99,803  

India 3,42,46,157  3,36,27,632  4,57,191  

Odisha 10,40,595  10,28,207 8,325    

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: Fisheries
and Animal Resources Development
(FARD) Minister Arun Sahoo Friday
launched Fisher Friend Mobile
Application (FFMA) that would not
only alert fishermen regarding no-
fishing zones declared for protection
of  Olive Ridley turtles but will also
strengthen the safety and security
of  the fishermen while at sea.

Developed by the MS
Swaminathan Research Foundation

in collaboration with the FARD
department, FFMA is an offline
mobile application that can be
downloaded for free by fishermen
and boat crew members so that
they can clearly know the GPS lo-
cations and the boundaries of  the
no-fishing zones, said an official.

Launching the mobile application,
Sahoo said the state government is
committed to conserving the Olive
Ridley turtles.

“The mobile application won’t
need cellular network coverage. It
will work in offline mode in the
outer sea which will help alert the
fishing boats to stay away from the
fishing ban areas where the ma-
rine reptile congregate for mass

nesting,” the minister said.
Every year,  Olive  Ridley

(Lepidochelys olivacea), listed as
vulnerable under the International
Union for Conservation of  Nature’s
Red list, congregate near Dhamara
river mouth, Devi river mouth,
Rushikulya river mouth and along
the Gahirmatha Marine Wildlife
Sanctuary for mass nesting,
sources said.

According to Sahoo, the mobile

application also sports features for
providing fishing boats with near
real-time information regarding
weather, potential fishing zones,
ocean state forecasts and disaster
alerts. 

“The application also has some
other information provided by the
Indian National Centre for Ocean
Information Services (INCOIS).
This will further bolster the safety
and security of  the fishermen while
at sea,” added the minister.

The mobile application will ben-
efit more than 22,000 fishing boats,
including trawlers, motorised and
non-motorised boats, which are
plying from various fishing har-
bours and fish landing centres in-
volving more than 1.50 lakh active
marine fishers, the sources added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 29: The Supreme
Court Friday clarified that there is
no total ban on use of  firecrackers
and only those fireworks which
contain Barium salts are prohibited.

A bench of  Justices MR Shah and
AS Bopanna however said that no
authority can be permitted viola-
tion of  the directions issued by it
and allow banned firecrackers
under the guise of  celebration.

The apex court further asserted
that celebration cannot be at the cost
of  the other's health.

Under the guise of  celebration,

nobody can be permitted to in-
fringe the right to health of  others,
guaranteed under Article 21 of  the
Constitution of  India and nobody
can be permitted to play with the
life of  the others, more particu-

larly the senior citizens and the
children, it said.

“It is made clear that there is
no total ban on use of  firecrackers.
Only those firecrackers are banned,
as directed hereinabove, which are

found to be injurious to health and
affecting the health of  the citizens,
more particularly the senior citi-
zens and the children,” the bench
said.

Any lapse on part of  states, agen-
cies and Union Territories (UTs) in
implementing a ban on firecrack-
ers shall be viewed very seriously,
the top court said.

It directed all the states/UTs to
give due publicity through elec-
tronic/print media and local cable
services to make the people aware
of  the directions issued by the
court on manufacture, use and sale
of  banned firecrackers.

FESTIVAL AHEAD

Firecrackers with Barium salts banned: SC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: The
state government Friday signed
a contract with the Ernst and
Young (EY) to set up a project
monitoring unit (PMU) for ex-
p e d i t i o u s  a c h i e ve m e n t  o f
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)-2030.  

The contract was signed between
the Department of  Planning and
Convergence (P&C) and the EY at
Lok Seva Bhawan here in the pres-
ence of  Chief  Secretary Suresh
Chandra Mohapatra, Development
Commissioner Pradeep Kumar
Jena and Principal Secretaries of
various departments.

OSD and Special Secretary (P&C
department) DK Jena and Rohit
Agrawal, Consulting Partner of
EY, signed the agreement.  

Speaking on the occasion,
Mohapatra directed all the de-
partments to strengthen their in-
house capacity and work in a fo-
cused and time-bound manner for
expeditious achievement of  the

SDGs-2030. 
“The PMU will work closely

with different departments in a
collaborative manner to achieve the
SDGs-2030 on a mission mode. It
would also work towards improv-
ing the state 's  score in the
Multidimensional Poverty Index,”
Jena said. 

The main task of  the PMU would

be to consolidate and systematise
the data related to various schemes
and programmes. 

It would identify the missing
links and gaps against different
indicators of  SDGs and provide
inputs to the policy makers along
with the implementing agencies,
said an official.

A baseline report would be pre-

pared for monitoring the progress
of  SDGs-2030 both at state and dis-
trict levels. The baseline report
would be followed by annual reports
for identifying the priority areas
that require more interventions,
he said. 

Besides, the PMU would also
help build awareness among the
stakeholders through a strong SDG
communication strategy and bring
out a compendium of  best practices
in various sectors, he added.  

People buying idols of Lord Ganesh and Goddess Laxmi from a stall in Balubazar area of Cuttack ahead of the Diwali festival, Friday OP PHOTO

Pact with EY to quicken SDG achievement
THE MAIN TASK OF THE 

PROJECT MONITORING UNIT
WOULD BE TO CONSOLIDATE AND
SYSTEMATISE THE DATA RELATING

TO VARIOUS SCHEMES AND
PROGRAMMES

THE CHIEF SECY DIRECTED 
ALL THE DEPTS TO STRENGTHEN
THEIR IN-HOUSE CAPACITY AND

WORK IN A FOCUSED AND 
TIME-BOUND MANNER FOR

EXPEDITIOUS ACHIEVEMENT OF
THE SDG-2030

Now, app to help protect
endangered Olive Ridleys

The mobile application won’t
need cellular network coverage.

It will work in offline mode in
the outer sea which will help
alert the fishing boats to stay

away from the fishing ban areas
where the marine reptile

congregate for mass nesting,
said the minister

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khurda, Oct 29: Vehicular traffic
on National Highway 16 was in-
terrupted for quite some time as a
herd of  17 elephants crossed the
road near Gayabandha Square here
to return to the nearby forests
Friday morning.

The elephants had strayed into
the paddy fields of  the locality
Thursday night, locals said.

“A herd of  elephants had strayed
into the paddy fields Thursday
night. They crossed the NH Friday
morning to return to the nearby
cashew forests. Hundreds of  ve-
hicles were stranded on both sides
of  the NH,” said Krushna Chandra
Narendra, a local.

Locals, meanwhile, claimed that
wild jumbos from Chandaka forests
have been causing damage to life
and property of  villagers at
Olasingh,  Damanabhuin,
Gayabandha, Mota, Golabai,
Rameswar, Khajuripada, Naragoda,
Nalasingh, Kashipur, Kamaguru

and Bhusandpur areas of  Khurda
since last many days.

“The villagers are being forced
to stay indoors after the sunset.
The officials of  the Forest depart-
ment are yet to introduce some
concrete steps to tackle the jumbo
menace,” added Narendra.

Bhusandpur Forester Sadhu
Charan Singh said they have spot-
ted around 25 elephants in the
nearby forests. “A herd of  17 ele-
phants have been spotted in
Gayabandha area. We are keeping
watch on them. Steps are being
taken to chase them away from
human settlements,” he added.   

Traffic comes to a halt
as jumbos cross NH 16

Under the guise of 
celebration, nobody 
can be permitted to
infringe the right to
health of others, 
guaranteed under
Article 21, ruled the SC 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29:The Institute
of  Dental Sciences (IDS) at SOA
here has become one of  the nine af-
filiate centres of  Cochrane India
Network (CIN) which was launched
virtually this week to help anyone
interested in healthcare knowl-
edge to access such information.

Cochrane is a registered not-for-
profit organisation headquartered
in the United Kingdom which pro-
vides high quality information to
facilitate health decisions, said
Dean of  IDS, SOA, Neeta Mohanty,
who joined the launching cere-
mony of  the event hosted by Indian
Council of  Medical Research
(ICMR), New Delhi.  Besides IDS,
the other affiliate centres for CIN
are: AIIMS, New Delhi, ICMR, New
Delhi, Christian Medical College,
Vellore, Indian Institute of  Public
Health, Hyderabad, King George’s
Medical University, Lucknow,
Manipal Academy of  Higher
Education, Manipal, Post Graduate
Institute of  Medical Education and
Research, Chandigarh and Tata
Memorial Hospital, Mumbai.

Meenu Singh of  PGIMER,
Chandigarh and Anju Pradhan
Sinha of  ICMR, New Delhi have
been appointed as Co-Chair by CIN.

SOA partners in
launching of Cochrane
India Network

Union ministers 
at Lord’s abode

POST NEWS NETWORK

P u r i ,  O c t  2 9 : U n i o n
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi and MoS, Railways
Raosaheb Patil Danve had a dar-
shan of  the Srimandir deities
here Friday, an official said. 

The ministers  landed at
Talabania before heading for
Srimandir amid tight security
around 1:30pm. 

The Ministers  were wel -
comed by Srimandir officials
a n d  p a r t y  wo rk e r s  a t  t h e
Lord’s abode. 

They spent a few minutes at
Srimandir. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: Odisha
has topped the country in terms of
deaths due to fire caused by elec-
tric short-circuit during 2020, as per
the annual report on ‘Accidental
Deaths and Suicides in India-2020’
by National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB).

Deaths due to fire caused by
electric short-circuit in Odisha
during 2020 stood at 490 - the high-
est such casualties in India.
Altogether 437 males and 53 fe-
males have lost their lives due to
electric short-circuit last year, said
the NCRB report. 

Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal registered 186, 158
and 148 deaths due to short-cir-
cuit respectively. 

The state recorded altogether
1,293 deaths due to accidental fire
including electric short-circuit
and firecrackers last year, secur-
ing the second spot in country in
this category. Madhya Pradesh
registered 1,390 such deaths in ac-
cidental fire last year which is in
second position. 

Moreover, 60 people died due to
explosion of  cooking gas cylin-
ders or gas stove blasts in 2020.
As many as 741 persons burned

to death for various other reasons
last year. Owing to its geographi-
cal location, Odisha always faces
the wrath of  the natural calamities.
The state recorded 1,428 acciden-
tal deaths due to ‘Forces of  Nature’
last year. Odisha is at the second
spot after Bihar that recorded 1,437
deaths in 2020. 

Similarly, 1,711 persons died
after accidentally falling off  from
buildings, vehicles and into man-
holes or pits. Odisha holds the
third spot after Maharashtra (3,326)
and Gujarat (1,837). Four persons
died in the state after the victims
fell into manholes in 2020. 

As many as 1,167 persons lost
their lives after falling off  moving
vehicles like buses, trains and trucks
in the state during 2020 which is
also highest in the country.  

Snakes continue to remain one
of  the biggest killers in the state
last year too. The state ranks sec-
ond in the country in terms of
deaths caused by snakebite.
Snakebite resulted in the death of
1,105 persons (789 males and 316 fe-
males) in Odisha while Madhya
Pradesh recorded 2,512 such deaths
last year. 

Similarly, 24 including five
women lost their lives to attacks by
poisonous animals, insects and
reptiles last year.

State tops country in
short-circuit deaths

ODISHA RANKS 
SECOND AFTER BIHAR

IN TERMS OF 
CASUALTIES DUE TO

‘FORCES OF NATURE’

Altogether 437 males and 53 females 
in Odisha have lost their lives due to 

electric short-circuit last year, claims
the NCRB report

Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal registered 186, 158 and 148

deaths due to short-circuit respectively

At least 60 people died due to 
explosion of cooking gas cylinders or
gas stove blasts in 2020. As many as 

741 persons burned to death for
various other reasons last year

Odisha ranks second in the country in
terms of snakebite deaths. Snakebite
resulted in the death of 1,105 persons
(789 males and 316 females) in Odisha

while Madhya Pradesh recorded 
2,512 such deaths last year

SC adjourns hearing
on Kotia row with AP
POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Oct 29: The Supreme
Court Friday adjourned the hear-
ing of  a contempt petition filed by
Odisha against Andhra Pradesh
for allegedly violating the apex
court’s order by transgressing
into Odisha’s territory.

A two-judge bench of  the apex
court comprising Justices AM
Khanwilkar and CT Ravikumar
posted the matter for hearing to
November 26.

Earlier in August, the Supreme
Court had asked Odisha and
Andhra Pradesh to look for a po-
litical resolution to the border
dispute related to Kotia group of
villages in Koraput district.

The state government had sub-
mitted to the court that its
(Odisha’s) claim over three dis-
puted villages in Kotia panchayat
is based on the national census of
2011 while Andhra Pradesh is re-
lying on the self  survey.

Significantly, Odisha, in the
contempt petition filed through ad-
vocate Sibashankar Mishra, sub-
mitted that Andhra Pradesh will-
fully and deliberately violated the
Supreme Court order dated
December 2, 1968 and the judge-
ment dated March 30, 2006 by

transgressing into Odisha’s ter-
ritory. The apex court in its order
of  1968 and 2006 judgement had
asked the two states to maintain
status quo on the boundary dispute
with regard to Kotia group of  vil-
lages with the consent of  both
states. 

The state contended that Andhra
Pradesh changed the name of  the
three villages of  Kotia gram pan-
chayat. The name of  Ganjaipadar
had been changed to Ganjaibadra,
Phattusenary to Pattuchennum
a n d P h a gu s en a ry  t o
Phaguluchennuru. 

“The contemners tactfully con-
verted these three villages of  one
gram panchayat falling under ter-
ritory of  Orissa to three differ-
ent gram panchayats,” Odisha
stated in the petition.

DRIVERS RALLY
FOR ‘COVID
WARRIOR’ TAG 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: Hundreds
of  drivers took out a padyatra here
Friday to highlight their 10-point
charter of  demands including
‘Covid-19 Warrior’ status.

The drivers under the banner
of  Odisha Driver Mahasangha ar-
rived here early Friday morning and
started their padyatra from
Palasuni, one of  the entry points
to the state capital, towards Odisha
Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik's
residence. Dressed in their tradi-
tional khaki uniform, the protes-
tors walked down the main roads
of  the city causing traffic conges-
tions at many places. They de-
manded Covid Warrior status, pro-
vision of  allowance and pension
after 60 years of  retirement age. 

They also demanded extension of
validity of  their driving licence and
special provision for their security. 

The drivers demanded Rs 20
lakh insurance coverage in case
of  accidental death and Rs 10 lakh
for critical injuries.

“Earlier, we had placed our de-
mands before respective district
Collectors addressed to the Chief
Minister. We decided to hit the streets
as our demands went unheard,”
one of  the agitating drivers said.



POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: The
‘Swarnim Vijay Varsh’ Victory
Flame, which commemorates 50
years of  the 1971 Indo-Pak war, ar-
rived at Bhubaneswar Military
Station Friday.

The flame, which was brought
from INS Chilka, was handed over
to Brigadier Prashant Chauhan,
Sena Medal,  Commander,
Chattisgarh & Odisha Sub Area
at the 120 Infantry Battalion (TA)
Bihar Quarter Guard.

Several events, including felic-
itation of  1971 war veterans and
commemoration events, are planned
to be held at the Governor’s House,
Rabindra Mandap, DAV School
(Unit  8) ,  Sainik School
(Bhubaneswar), NCC Camp, Sector
headquarters of  BSF and OUAT.
The Victory Flame will also be

taken to the homes of  1971 war
veterans in Bhubaneswar as a
mark of  respect.

To encourage patriotism and
motivate the youth, the flame will
also be taken to Puri beach, and var-
ious educational institutions in
and around Bhubaneswar and Puri.
Subsequently, the flame will con-

tinue its journey in Odisha to-
wards Balasore Military Station.

The journey of  the victory flame
to Bhubaneswar began from INS
Chilka, from where the Indian
Ar my brought it  to  the
Bhubaneswar Military Station and
now occupies a place of  pride in the
hallowed portals of  the Quarter

Guard of  120 Infantry Battalion
(TA) Bihar.

The Flame has been ceremoni-
ously installed at Bhubaneswar
Military Station with complete
military decorum. Army officers
and jawans, along with school and
college students and NCC cadets,
paid tribute to the valour of  the
Indian Armed Forces.

The year 2021 is being observed
as ‘Swarnim Vijay Varsh’ to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of

India’s victory over Pakistan in
the 1971 war. The celebrations
were  f la g g ed  o f f  by  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by light-
ing four Swarnim Vijay Mashaal,
also called the Victory Flames,
from the ‘Amar Jawan Jyoti’ at
National War Memorial, New
Delhi December 16, 2020.

The flames have been sent to
all four directions of  the country
to spread the message of  India’s
victory and sacrifices made by the
armed forces. 

The Southern Cardinal Flame
started its journey in Odisha
from October 20, which will 
continue till November 7.
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MAHALING SHAME

Activists of AIDSO, AIDYO and AIMSS hold a demonstration at Master Canteen Square in Bhubaneswar, Friday,
seeking an impartial inquiry into the murder case of teacher Mamita Meher OP PHOTO

NEW ENTRANT 

Biswaranjan Mallick (C), a former BJP leader from Bari Assembly constituency, joins Biju Janata Dal at the 
headquarters of the regional party in Bhubaneswar, Friday   OP PHOTO 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: The state
Women and Child Development
(W&CD) department Friday or-
ganised a webinar to mark the state
level observation day on Disaster
Risk Reduction for Children.  

Disaster Risk Reduction for
Children aims at institutional safety
activities centered on disaster risk
reduction. This includes mitiga-
tion, preparedness and formula-
tion of  a disaster management plan
for child care institutions. 

Director of  Integrated Child
Development Service and Social
Welfare (ICDS & SW) Aravind
Agrawal reflected on the govern-

ment’s commitment to ensure that
all institutions and functionaries
in the state provide safety and se-
curity to children during disaster.
“The comprehensive package on
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) for
Child Care Institution (CCI) is an
important step in this regard and
is an outcome of  joint efforts of
the W&CD department and Unicef,

with support from Odisha State
Disaster Management Authority
(OSDMA),” he said. 

Addressing the participants,
W&CD Minister Tukuni Sahu em-
phasised on the state government’s
commitment towards safety, pro-
tection and well-being of  children
who are the future of  the country.
She acknowledged the support of

Unicef  and OSDMA for developing
the DRR package for CCI.

W&CD principal secretary Anu
Garg appreciated the proactive re-
sponse of  CCIs during disaster, es-
pecially during Covid-19 emergency.
She said that the DRR package and
capacity building efforts will enable
the CCIs for better and effective
preparedness for children’s security. 

Unicef  Chief  of  Field Office
Monika Nielsen said that the Unicef
has been closely working with
W&CD department towards im-
proving preparedness, capacity
building and inculcation of  risk-in-
formed programming strategies
right at the most elementary level
of  institutions. 

56 children among 365 
fresh Covid infections

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: Odisha
Friday logged 365 fresh Covid-19
cases including 56 children, taking
the state’s tally to 10,40,595 while
three new fatalities pushed the
coronavirus death toll to 8,325, a
Health department official said.

The state had reported 412 new
cases Thursday, 549 Wednesday,
433 Tuesday, and 425 Monday.

The rate of  infection among chil-
dren and adolescents in the age
group of  0 to 18 years was 15.34
per cent against the previous day’s
15.29 per cent.

Of  the 365 new cases detected in
24 of  the state’s 30 districts, 212
were reported from quarantine
centres while the remaining 153

were local contacts. Khurda dis-
trict, of  which the state Capital
Bhubaneswar is a part, reported the
highest of  157 cases, followed by
Cuttack (34). Khurda alone ac-
counted for over 43 per cent of  the
day’s caseload.

The state’s daily test positivity
rate (TPR) is 0.54 per cent as 365 peo-
ple tested positive out of  66,610
samples tested Thursday.

The Health and Family Welfare
(H&FW) department said that the
Covid-19 death toll in Odisha rose
to 8,325 Friday as three more pa-
tients from Khurda, Angul and
Balasore succumbed to the disease. 

The state currently has 4,563
active Covid-19 cases while as many
as 10,27,654 patients have recov-
ered from the disease, including 546

Thursday.
Odisha has thus far conducted

over 2.18 crore sample tests in-
cluding 66,610 Thursday and the cu-
mulative positivity rate stands at
4.76 per cent. The state has so far
fully inoculated 1,12,34,317 people
by administering double doses of
the Covid-19 vaccine.

The H&FW Director Bijay
Kumar Panigrahi, who is also the
coastal state’s nodal officer for im-
munisation, said that the govern-
ment plans to give at least one
dose of  Covid-19 vaccine to the en-
t ire  el igible  population by
December 31.

He also said that presently, 2.5
lakh to 3 lakh people are being
vaccinated daily, which is less than
the government’s daily target of  4
lakh. On Thursday, 2.47 lakh doses
were administered across 1,912
vaccination centres, he said.

ODISHA HAS SO FAR FULLY
INOCULATED 1,12,34,317 

PEOPLE BY ADMINISTERING
DOUBLE DOSES OF THE 

COVID-19 VACCINE

THE STATE GOVERNMENT 
PLANS TO GIVE AT LEAST 

ONE DOSE OF COVID-19 VACCINE 
TO THE ENTIRE ELIGIBLE 
POPULATION BY DEC 31

PRESENTLY, 2.5 LAKH 
TO 3 LAKH PEOPLE ARE BEING

VACCINATED DAILY, WHICH 
IS LESS THAN THE 

GOVERNMENT’S DAILY 
TARGET OF 4 LAKH

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: The state
government has launched School
Sanjog Programme, an initiative
of  mobile schools in van for Class
I to V students from Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG)
communities.

The pandemic induced com-
pulsion of  classroom learning
being shifted to online learning has
denied education to many chil-
dren in PVTG areas, due to lack
of  access to smart phones or in-
ternet connection, said an offi-
cial here Thursday.

Through this mobile school
in van initiative, which is aimed
at reaching out to children in
PVTG communities, would not
only help maintain continuity
in learning but also can address
prevention of  school dropout,
the official said.

ST/SC Development Minister
Jagannath Saraka said proper
education has always been a chal-
lenge for children in PVTG com-
munities and the situation has
worsened due to closure of  schools
on account of  the pandemic.

Thus, the School Sanjog
Programme will make a significant
move towards reaching out to the
children in PVTG areas, who are
missing out on learning, he said.

Swarnim Vijay Varsh: Victory Flame reaches City

The comprehensive package on Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) for Child Care Institution (CCI) is 
an important step in this regard and is an outcome 
of joint efforts of the W&CD department and Unicef,
with support from Odisha State Disaster

Management Authority (OSDMA)
ARAVIND AGRAWAL I DIRECTOR, INTEGRATED CHILD DEVELOPMENT SERVICE AND SOCIAL WELFARE

The flames have been 
sent to all four directions
of the country to spread
the message of India’s 
victory and sacrifices
made by the armed forces

Mobile schools
to bridge 
learning gap

On Thursday, 2.47 lakh doses 
were administered across 1,912 

vaccination centres in state

W&CD dept thrust on kids’ safety during disaster

New office bearers for BJD
women wing’s Bhub unit
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: The Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) has announced
the names of  12 vice-presidents, 15
general secretaries, 21 secretaries
and a digital secretary for the
Bhubaneswar unit of  Biju Mahila
Janata Dal, the women wing of
the party.

The names of  new office-bearers
for Biju Mahila Janata Dal,
Bhubaneswar unit, were announced
as per the request of  BJD supremo
and Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik,
said a release of  the party.

The names of  the new office
bearers were declared under the

supervision of  BJD Bhubaneswar
unit president and Bhubaneswar-
Nor th MLA Susant  Rout ,
Bhubaneswar-Central MLA
Ananta Narayan Jena, minister
Ashok Panda and Bhubaneswar
Biju Mahila Janata Dal president
Bijayalaxmi Mahapatra.

Bhubaneswar district unit ob-
server Kasturi Mohapatra, BJD
women wing state president &
MLA Snehangini  Chhuria,
Binjharpur MLA Pramila Mallik
and Mahapatra congratulated
the new office bearers and hoped
t h a t  t h e y  wo u l d  wo rk  f o r
strengthening the party at the
grass roots. 

Driver kills self
under road roller 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: A youth
Friday committed suicide by jump-
ing before a road roller at Bharatpur
here. The deceased was identified
as Nilamani Debata, 32, of  Bolagada
area in Khurda district. 

According to sources, Debata was
the driver of  the road roller under
which he ended his life. He, along with
his wife, was staying at Sai Vihar
under Bharatpur police limits. The
couple had come to Bhubaneswar few
months back after a dispute with
the family members. 

Debata received a call from his wife
while he was driving the road roller
Friday afternoon. Soon they en-
gaged in a heated argument over
some family issues. All of  a sudden,
the man jumped of  his seat and
slept before the roller that ran over
his head leaving him dead on the spot.

Police rushed to the spot and
sent his body to a local hospital
where the doctors declared him
brought dead. His body was later
sent to a government hospital for
post mortem. The cops began an
investigations into the matter
after registering a case (144/21)
in this regard.

JTPS COP RIDES
BIKE INTO
SRIGUNDICHA 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Oct 29: A personnel of
Jagannath Temple Police Service
(JTPS) reportedly entered into
the Gundicha temple here on a
bike. The incident invited wide-
spread criticisms from locals as
well as devotees. 

“The JTPS personnel rode a
bike into Srigundicha temple
through the gate, well-known
for the Pahandi procession of
Lord Jagannath during the Rath
Yatra. The Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration should
probe the incident and take stern
action against the person con-
cerned,” said Dillip Baral, a
devotee. 

SJTA administrator (devel-
opment) Ajay Kumar Jena said
the shrine authorities have
started a probe into the inci-
dent.     

Allegations of synthetic egg sale in Cuttack 
Cuttack: Health officials of Cuttack Municipal Corporation (CMC) Friday
raided an outlet of a famous retail brand at Kanika Square here on
allegations of sale of synthetic eggs. The officials seized 17 trays of eggs
from the outlet and barred it from selling eggs till further order. “A person
had bought eggs from the outlet. He noticed something unusual while
boiling the eggs. He had informed the issue to the health officials of CMC,”
said a source in the civic body. CMC health officer Satyabarta Mahapatra
said the seized eggs have been sent for laboratory tests. “We will examine
the test report and take appropriate action in this regard,” he added. 

TODAYWASSUP
BHUBANESWAR

n Award of Odisha CSR Forum, Hotel
The New Marrion, Janpath, 10am

n Meet of Bhubaneswar Sahitya
Samaj Trust, Soochana 
Bhawan, 6pm 

CUTTACK
n AITUC demo against labour and agri

laws, district Collector’s office,
11:30am 

Programmes/announcements for
wassup today may be sent to 

opwassup@gmail.com for record, 
it must also carry the sender’s

mobile number for our verification,
but not for publication.    
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Kantabanji, Oct 29: A central
team of  the BJP met lady teacher
Mamita Meher's family at Jharni
village under Turekela block in
Bolangir district Friday and de-
manded an impartial probe into
the brutal murder case.

The team comprising MP Sunita
Duggal, BJP Mahila Morcha pres-
ident W Srinivasan and MLA Rupa
Mitra interacted with the parents
of  the deceased teacher for over
one and a half  hours. During their
talks with the Meher’s family, no
media persons were allowed.
However, later the BJP leaders told
media that those who would be
found guilty in the murder case
should be punished. 

“As a question arises about com-
plicity of  Minister of  State for
Home Dibya Shankar Mishra in
the murder case, he should be
ousted from his post so that an im-
partial investigation into the mur-
der can be possible,” they observed.

Duggal said they would visit the
ground zero and take stock of  the
situation. “We collected informa-
tion from parents of  Mamita Meher
and will give a report to the na-
tional president of  the BJP about
the gruesome murder.  The BJP
delegation demanded capital pun-
ishment for the accused and a CBI
probe into it. 

The BJP central team was ac-
companied by Bolangir MP Sangita
Kumari Singhdeo,  for mer
Patanagarh MLA Kanak Bardhan
Singhdeo and several other leaders.
They said they would visit Mahaling
area where Mamita was buried in
a pit. Later, they would meet
Kalahandi Collector before leav-
ing for Bhubaneswar where they
will address a presser. This visit
came a day after the visit of  a cen-
tral team of  the Congress leaders
including  Randeep Surjewala.

BJP central leaders seek impartial probe
MAMITA MEHER MURDER

Meher Samaj
stages protests
Bhwawanipatna: Activists of
Kalahandi Meher Samaj staged
protests over abduction and mur-
der of  teacher Mamita Meher here
Friday. They took out a rally from
DIET office to the SP office in
Bhwanipatana. 

The agitating people demanded
CBI probe into the Mamita mur-
der case, capital punishment to
prime accused Gobinda Sahu
and `2 crore  compensation to the
family of  the deceased. They
also demanded that the stadium
where Mamita’s body was burned
and buried should be named
after the victim. They submitted
a memorandum to the SP in 
this regard.

Boudh: The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has called for a 12-
hour bandh in Boudh, demanding
CBI probe into the gruesome mur-
der of  lady teacher Mamita Meher
and ouster of  Minister of  State for
Home, Dibya Shankar Mishra,
for his alleged complicity with
the case. The saffron party will ob-

serve the bandh Saturday.
Addressing a presser here

Friday, BJP leaders said the min-
ister should be ousted as he has
links with Gobinda Sahu, the
prime accused in the murder case.
They demanded a CBI probe into
the case. 

The leaders stated that all gov-

ernment offices, shops, markets
and schools will remain closed
during the bandh while vehicu-
lar movements will not be al-
lowed in the district.  However,
essential services like ambu-
lance, fire brigade, milk van and
medicine shops will be kept out-
side the bandh’s purview.

Saffron party to observe 12-hr Boudh bandh today

People practising Yoga at a camp in Balasore Friday OP PHOTO 

YOGA FOR HEALTH

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhandaripokhari, Oct 29:
When the going gets tough, the
tough gets going is a popular
saying which holds true for
physically challenged Sisir
Nayak, better known by his
nickname Kalia. 

Kalia, 45, sells tea from an-
other shop’s verandah. His
black pepper tea is as good
as it gets at Kali Bazaar of
Bhandaripokhari town in
Bhadrak district. And Kalia
is managing his business with
only one hand.

While boiling tea in a ket-
tle, he said, he is a resident of
Chandrabhanupur village
under Bhandaripokhari block.
“I have been living a physi-
cally challenged life for last
25 years. But I have no re-
gret,” he added.  “I was then
20 years old. In order to help
my parents run the family, I

was working at a mill making
flattened rice. On a fateful
day, a mishap occurred and I
lost my right land,” remem-
bers Kalia.

He said he did not let the
mishap overpower him.
Rather he took it as a chal-
lenge. Believing in ‘Where
there is a will, there is a way’,
he decided to start tea busi-

ness. “Availing loan from a
bank, I built a stall in Kali
Bazaar and started selling
tea. Destiny played another
cruel joke, when my shop was
completely destroyed in 1999
Super Cyclone. But I was the
same determined Kalia,” he
said while attending to his
customers. “I shifted my shop
to the verandah of  another’s

shop and has since been sell-
ing tea from here. Despite dif-
ficulties, I have been running
my business. Prior to the pan-
demic situation, I bought 50
litres of  milk. Like others,
my business has also been af-
fected during this pandemic
time. However, with whatever
I earn, I am able to run my
family. My family comprises
six members -- my parents,
wife, a daughter and a son.
But the fear of  being driven
away keeps haunting me. To
earn something you have to
have a shop of  your own. So
I also have a dream to have a
stall of  my own,” he observed. 

The government has many
schemes to help out street ven-
dors. But he has been deprived
of  any government help de-
spite being a physically chal-
lenged. “It would be a great
help if  the administration gets
me a stall,” he prayed. 

Disability no hurdle for Kalia

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, Oct 29: The government has
been taking a host of  measures to
rein in industry-induced pollution, but
a coal tar making plant is operating
at Sahanidiha under Dharmasala
block in Jajpur district. It was learnt
that Kalinga Combines Pvt Ltd, which
is manufacturing coal tar, is operat-
ing without permission from the State
Pollution Control Board(SPCB).

Surprisingly, this plant set up on a
forest land, locals alleged. Despite
opposition from local people over
years, the plant continues to operate
flouting anti-pollution norms. Locals
alleged that the SPCB keeps mum on
the issue.

Regional officer of  the SPCB
(Kalinganagar) Pramod Kumar Behera
said a show cause notice has been is-
sued to the owner of  the coal tar plant. 

It was alleged that some other plants
have been causing environmental

pollution alongside NHs and near
human settlements in the area. The
coal tar plants cause atmospheric
temperature to rise in summer, lo-
cals said, adding that some officials
had looked into the pollution caused
by the plant, but it yielded no results.
No action was taken against its owner,
it was alleged. 

Due to operation of  the plant, peo-
ple of  Sahanidiha, Lunibara,
Baramana, Chadakmara, Muraripur
and Tarini Chhak were upset. 

Locals said that owing to air pol-
lution from the plant, people are
suffocated and affected by various
diseases. The plant is allowed to op-
erate with backing of  some influ-
ential people. 

The SPCB regional officer said that
the owner of  the plant was asked to
reply the show cause within two weeks. 

Coal tar plant causes pollution
LOCALS OPPOSE PLANT OPERATION, SPCB SERVES SHOW CAUSE 

AGENCIES

Balasore, Oct 29: The Defence
Research and Development
Organisation and Indian Air Force
team successfully flight-tested the
indigenously developed Long Range
Bomb from an aerial platform here
Friday, Defence sources said.

The LR Bomb after release from
the IAF fighter aircraft was guided
with accuracy to a land-based tar-
get at long range within specified
limits. All the mission objectives
were successfully met, they said.

The flight of  the bomb and the
performance was monitored by a
number of  range sensors, includ-
ing the Electro Optical Tracking
System, telemetry and radar de-
ployed by the Integrated Test Range
at Chandipur, the sources said.

The LR Bomb has been designed

and developed by Research Centre
Imarat (RCI) in Hyderabad in co-
ordination with other DRDO lab-
oratories.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
has congratulated the DRDO, IAF
and other teams associated with the
successful flight trial and stated
that this will prove to be a force mul-
tiplier for the Indian Armed Forces.

Secretary DDR&D and Chairman
DRDO, G Satheesh Reddy in his
message to the teams said that suc-
cessful flight test of  Long-Range
Bomb is an important milestone in
the development of  this class of
systems indigenously. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhendipada, Oct 29: In yet an-
other incident of  man-elephant
conflict, a tusker trampled a
youth to death at Para village
under Jarapada range in Angul
district Friday. 

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Somnath Sahu of
Para village. 

According to the forest de-
partment, Sahu was returning
home from his vegetable farm
near Panasatoila at around 7
am. Suddenly, a tusker came
out of  nearby forest, leaving
no time for Sahu to escape. It
took him with its  trunk,
slammed to the ground and
trampled him to death. 

As the news spread, tension
gripped the locality for some
time with angry villagers block-
ing Munda Sahi-Antulia stretch
of  the PWD road. They de-
manded compensation for the be-
reaved family. 

On getting information, offi-
cials of  Jarapada forest de-
partment and a team from
Jarapada police station reached
the spot and tried to pacify the
agitating villagers. The protest
was called off  only after the for-
est department officials assured
them of  compensation as per
the government guidelines. 

The police recovered the body
and sent it to Angul district
headquarters hospital (DHH)
for post mortem. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Patkura, Oct 29: As many as
three persons sustained griev-
ous injuries in a violent clash
that erupted between two rival
factions at Nuapada market
under Patkura tehsil  in
Kendrapara Thursday evening.

The injured were rushed to
Kendrapara district head-
quarters hospital (DHH). Later,
two of  them were shifted to
SCB Medical College and
Hospital (SCBMCH) in Cuttack
after their condition deterio-
rated, a police official said.

According to a source, the
two rival factions indulged in a
clash after a youth named Bibhu
Sahoo and one of  his relatives
belonging to one group were
attacked by the other group at
the Nuapada market.

A faction that supported
Sahoo counter-attacked mem-
bers of  the rival group with
cricket stumps and wooden
planks following an altercation.
Three were critically injured
in the incident, the official
added.

Local shopkeepers immedi-
ately pulled their shutters fear-
ing further violence. Police
forces were deployed keeping in
mind the palpable tension that
prevailed at Nuapada market
after the group clash.

On being informed by shop-
keepers, Patkura police reached
the market and launched a probe
into the incident. “A youth
named Bibhu Sahoo had gone
to Nuapada market along with
his brother when they were at-
tacked by a rival faction,”
Patkura IIC Saroj Sahu said.

Group clash in Kendrapara
leaves 3 grievously injured

Long Range Bomb
flight-tested 

TUSKER TRAMPLES YOUTH
TO DEATH IN ANGUL DIST
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power post P6

“C autious but gets the job done”, is what one senior colleague says
of  him. Most observers agree that this one vital trait has helped
Amit Khare rise to the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) as his new

advisor. This, and the fact that he has steered two of  the NDA government’s
flagship policies – National Education Policy and the IT Rules – explain why
the 1985-batch IAS officer from the Jharkhand cadre who retired last month,
is seen as among the handful of  babus considered indispensable by the
NDA government.

So, while the high-flying Khare did not superannuate as a Cabinet Secretary
as some had expected given his stellar track record, he still retains the key
to the mighty PMO Modi. And given the buzz surrounding his appoint-
ment, he may well outshine the Cabinet Secretary during his new two-year
tenure and may also become principal secretary to PM. Don’t forget though
that Gauba himself  had handpicked him for earlier stints.

Though he has always enjoyed the
confidence of  his political masters,
even in the UPA years but his real
stellar rise in the current govern-
ment may be traced to his days as
Secretary for Information and
Broadcasting, where he swiftly
earned Modi’s attention and was made responsible for all communication
strategies. It also gave him better access to the PMO. He will need all these
formidable skills to steer the government through key state elections next
year as also the lingering post-Covid scenario.

Centre readies for Secretary-level appointments

Last month (September 22) this column had reported about the babu
shortage at the Centre, with multiple secretary-level vacancies, including
in the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) even as several eligible officers are still
waiting to be summoned for these vacant slots. But the recent and long-awaited
empanelment of  12 IAS officers from the 1985 and 1987-89 batches and 27 IAS
officers of  the 1990 batch is a clear sign that the government is now planning
to fill some of  the current vacancies as well those that will arise in the next
few months due to the retirement of  some babus. Babu observers have been
quick to note that only one Gujarat cadre officer is in the list. Curious, since
this state’s cadre usually holds a special place in the NDA government.

At present several secretary-level posts are vacant in the Steel, Drinking
Water and Sanitation ministries and the Department of  Border Management,
among others, are vacant. This situation also prevails in the Department of
Biotechnology and the Department of  Science and Technology, though these
two posts are usually earmarked for scientists. Also, there are several babus
lined up for retirement. In the coming weeks, secretary-level vacancies will
come up in the ministries of  Petroleum and Natural Gas, Housing and
Urban Affairs and Environment, Forests and Climate Change. For instance,
Tarun Kapoor will retire as Petroleum Secretary next month while Rameshwar
Prasad Gupta will retire as Environment Secretary in December.

With such critical posts vacant or soon to be vacated, the decisions have
to be taken sooner than later. The latest round of  empanelment has now opened
the avenues for the government to start making secretary-level appoint-
ments.

IFoS officers trigger a rumble in the jungle

A piquant situation has developed in Karnataka where several Indian Forest
Service (IFoS) cadre posts are filled with non-cadre officers. BK Singh, a for-
mer principal chief  conservator of  forests says that the trend has only be-
come more pronounced over the years, irrespective of  which party is in gov-
ernment in the state.  IFS officers now tend to get posted outside the forest
department, which is severely impacting the conservation and develop-
ment of  forests. It is said that currently, more than 42 cadre posts are vacant
across the state. 

IFS officers are now being posted in the state tourism department, agri-
culture department and even disaster management, among others. Sources
say that many of  these appointments have been made without prior approval
from the Central government. Though the Forest Services never complained
initially, it’s now a rumble in the jungle. 

They point out that the rules state explicitly that a cadre post shall not be
filled by a person who is not a cadre officer except in case no cadre officer
is available. In that case, the non-cadre officer will be replaced when a suit-
able cadre officer becomes available.

But in the case of  Karnataka, the government has allegedly contravened
the IFoS cadre rules by appointing non-cadre officers to cadre posts, with-
out approval from Delhi.

Share a babu experience! Follow dilipthecherian@twitter.com.
Let’s multiply the effect.

T he Union government has
constituted a Group of
Ministers to review the en-

tire GST system. The fundamen-
tal issue facing us today is that
the states may be in big trouble be-
ginning July 2022. While intro-
ducing GST in 2017 the Union gov-
ernment had promised that it will
compensate the states for any loss
of  revenue after the implementa-
tion of  GST for five years. It was
projected that GST revenues will
increase by minimum 14% per
year. Thus the state governments
were entitled to receive 14% more
money from GST every year irre-
spective of  what the actual GST col-
lection in their states was.

GST has indeed made trade sim-
ple on two points. First, the clas-
sification of  all goods across the
country has been standardised.
Previously, kraft paper could be
classified as “paper” in one state
and “packing material” in another
state leading to disputes on the
border. Such disputes are no longer
possible. Secondly, the whole sys-
tem of  issuing “C” forms for the
transport of  goods from one state
to another has been dismantled

and movement of  goods has be-
come smooth. However, this has
come at a huge cost of  challenging
the autonomy of  the states as out-
line above.

In this respect we can take a
lesson from Canada and the United
States. In Canada different states
levy different rates of  sales tax
in addition to the GST which is
levied by the Central government.
Alberta, for example, has only 5%
Federal GST. British Columbia
has 5% Federal GST plus 7%
Provincial Sales Tax. Ontario has
13% Harmonised GST which in-
cludes both Federal and Provincial
taxes. Yet, there arises no prob-
lem in the movement of  goods
from one state to another and they
do not have requirements such as
the “C” form. Reason is that they
have a standard classification
which is applicable to all states
along with autonomy to the states
to fix the rates of  tax. There are no
disputes of  classification. Every
seller collects GST on the goods
based on the rate applicable at the
point of  sale. For example, a man-
ufacturer in Alberta will collect
13% Harmonised GST from a buyer

based in Ontario but collect only
5% GST from a buyer based in
Alberta. In this manner the au-
tonomy of  the states to levy dif-
ferent rates of  GST has been pro-
tected while movement of  goods
from one state to another is seam-
less. Similarly, in the United States
there is no GST. Every state is free
to levy different rates of  sales tax
on goods sold within its borders.
Some states levy no sales tax at all.
All their revenue comes from state
income tax. In other states, there
are varying rates of  sales tax yet
there is free movement of  goods.
These two examples indicate that
the basic purpose of  free move-
ment of  goods can be achieved
without insisting on a uniform
rate of  GST.

The challenge before the Group
of  Ministers is to proactively con-
sider the situation that will arise
for the states in July 2022 when the
states will lose their right to be
compensated by the Union gov-
ernment for collecting less GST
within their borders. At that time,
the states will face a huge drop in
their revenues and may be even
forced to withhold or cut the

salaries of  their employees. They
will certainly have to cut their
capital investments such as in
construction of  roads and other in-
frastructure. Therefore, the Group
of  Ministers should consider mod-
ifying GST to allow states to col-
lect different rates of  GST as it is
done in Canada and the USA. In
this way, thereby free movement
of  goods can take place while the
states are allowed to impose dif-
ferent rates of  GST according to
their own needs and assessments.
To give an example, if  the head of
a joint family is very strict and
does not give freedom to the mem-
bers, then the family breaks up. A
similar situation may arise in the
country if  the Union government
insists on implementing GST with-
out giving compensation and also
without giving autonomy to the
states to levy varying rates of  GST.
In such a situation, the demand
even for leaving the Union may
arise and it may lead to the dis-
integration of  the country.

The writer is a former
Professor of  Economics at

IIM Bangalore. 
Views are personal.

Increase autonomy in GST

GRETA & GOOD INTENTIONS
B

oth anxiety and hope are
increasing in the run-up
to the United Nations
Climate  Chang e

Conference (COP26) in Glasgow.
There is anxiety because, bar-
ring a handful of  the willfully
blind, we can all see the damage
we are doing to the planet. Fires,
floods, and rising sea levels are cre-
ating havoc around the world,
while environmental destruction
and the resulting conflict are trig-
gering large-scale refugee move-
ments that evoke biblical images.

But there is also hope, because
some – not least the climate activist
Greta Thunberg, with her long-
standing and heartening call for
more ambitious action – recognise
the scale of  the challenge facing
humanity. In that spirit, the
European Union has launched
the European Green Deal, which
aims to make the EU carbon-neu-
tral by 2050.

The United States also aims to
reach net-zero emissions by mid-
century, and recently announced
that it would double its financial
contribution to help developing
countries tackle the climate crisis,
to $11.4 billion per year. Some US
lawmakers, notably Representative
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and
Senator Ed Markey, have proposed
a Green New Deal, an ambitious
plan to redesign the US economy
and eventually eliminate all US car-
bon dioxide emissions.

Yet, despite these efforts, the
fact is that we started out late in
combating climate change and
now need to accelerate corrective
action if  humans are not to go the
way of  the dinosaurs. The climate
crisis is a global issue and re-
quires action from all countries,
but many developing economies,
including some of  the most cli-
mate-vulnerable ones, lack the fi-
nancial wherewithal to do enough
on their own. Some emerging
economies, including South
Africa and much of  South and
Southeast Asia, are hugely reliant
on coal, and will have to undergo
a disruptive green transition.

We therefore need a collective
commitment to design support
systems – financial and scientific
– to help all countries do their
part. The 2015 Paris climate agree-
ment was a diplomatic success,

marshaling the support of  almost
200 countries. But the world is
falling woefully short of  meet-
ing the target – limiting global
warming to 1.5°C, relative to prein-
dustrial levels – that was agreed
in Paris.

Will the gathering in Glasgow
catalyse genuine action? Thunberg
recently warned that “the leaders
will say we’ll do this and we’ll do
this... and then they will do noth-
ing.” And the widespread frus-
tration at leaders’ insufficient
climate ambition is not limited to
young people. Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II expressed a similar
sentiment, saying that “it’s re-
ally irritating when they talk,
but they don’t do.”

Such despair is natural. When
we see climate action trail so far
behind rhetoric, we inevitably
wonder if  all the talk is just
hypocrisy.

But it need not be. If  we want
to bequeath a livable planet to fu-
ture generations, it is crucial to
understand why there may be a
disjuncture between what each
person intends to do and what
the group actually delivers. Iconic
games like the prisoner’s dilemma
have shown this to be the case in
the domain of  selfish decision-

making. Mobilising the deter-
mination and commitment needed
to address the climate crisis is a
problem for the social sciences
and moral philosophy as much
as it is for politicians.

Contrary to what neoclassical
economics would have us believe,
the modern economy does not
operate as a series of  impersonal
markets driven purely by the as-
pirations of  individual actors.
Rather, as Mariana Mazzucato
notes  in her book Mission
Economy: A Moonshot Guide to
Changing Capitalism, markets
are “embedded in rules, norms,
and contracts affecting organi-
sational behavior, interactions,
and institutional designs.”

It is therefore a mistake to
equate collective action with the
sum of  individual intentions.
When people say they want to do
everything to avert climate dis-
aster but do little, this may not be
hypocrisy. They may be in the
grip of  what I have described in
a recent  paper as  “Greta’s
Dilemma.”

In this game, a group of  people
initially pursue their own inter-
ests, with no concern for how the
environmental damage caused
by their actions will harm future

generations. If  people then be-
come environmentally conscious
and take corrective action, tra-
ditional economic models would
predict that such a shift will lead
to improvements in future gen-
erations’ welfare.

But in the complex, strategi-
cally connected world that we in-
habit today, the outcome may be
different. Greta’s Dilemma illus-
trates the paradoxical result
whereby individuals who become
environmentally conscious col-
lectively do greater damage to
the environment. Akin to one of
those paradoxical paintings by
MC Escher, it is the intertwining
of  small individual steps that
lead the group to a destination
they did not seek. Far from help-
ing future generations, they end
up hurting them.

Admittedly, this game is crafted
deliberately to highlight the par-
adox. But it shows that, in today’s
complex global economy, we need
to devote much greater attention
to the strategic foundations of
human interaction in order to
design policies that can help us
turn away from the brink of  cli-
mate disaster.

This may sound like a narrow
academic argument, but it is not.
If  we are to realise Thunberg’s am-
bition, which I believe many peo-
ple – including many leaders –
genuinely share, we need to use
Greta’s Dilemma as a basis for
designing the policies and insti-
tutions we need.

So, although we are right to
fret that leaders may not do enough
at COP26, we also have to be aware
that there is a scientific problem
here. On climate change and other
issues, we need to understand the
social and economic game we are
playing, and try to alter its rules
so that our individual moral in-
tentions are reflected better in
collective outcomes.

The writer, a former 
chief  economist of  the World

Bank and chief  economic 
adviser to the Government of

India, is Professor of
Economics at Cornell

University and a 
non-resident senior fellow 

at the Brookings Institution.
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Anxiety and hope are increasing in the run-up to
the United Nations Climate Change Conference
in Glasgow. There is anxiety because, barring a
handful of the willfully blind, we can all see the
damage we are doing to the planet

PMO gets a new
point-man 

ARE YOU JOKING?

Reaching the end of a job
interview, the Human Resources

Officer asks a young engineer fresh
out of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, "And what starting salary
are you looking for?" The engineer
replies, "In the region of $125,000 a
year, depending on the benefits
package." The interviewer inquires,
"Well, what would you say to a

package of five weeks vacation, 14
paid holidays, full medical and dental,
company matching retirement fund to
50% of salary, and a company car
leased every two years, say, a red
Corvette?" The engineer sits up
straight and says, "Wow! Are you
kidding?" The interviewer replies,
"Yeah, but you started it."
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This is faithfulness, to admit and to
manifest no other movements but
only the movements prompted and
guided by the Divine.

THE MOTHER

TAXATION

IF WE ARE TO
REALISE

THUNBERG’S
AMBITION,

WHICH I
BELIEVE MANY

PEOPLE 
GENUINELY

SHARE, WE NEED
TO USE GRETA’S
DILEMMA AS A

BASIS FOR
DESIGNING THE

POLICIES AND
INSTITUTIONS

WE NEED

Kaushik Basu

WISDOM CORNER
If I have seen further than others, it is by standing upon the
shoulders of giants. ISAAC NEWTON

Put your heart, mind, and soul into even your smallest acts. This is
the secret of success. SWAMI SIVANANDA

Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, I would
still plant my apple tree.   MARTIN LUTHER

UN COP26

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

THE GOM NEEDS TO
PROACTIVELY 

CONSIDER THE 
SITUATION THAT

WILL ARISE IN JULY
2022 WHEN THE

STATES WILL LOSE
THEIR RIGHT TO BE
COMPENSATED BY

THE UNION 
GOVERNMENT FOR

COLLECTING 
LESS GST 

Bharat Jhunjhunwala

Surrogate advertising 

Sir, Surrogate advertisements are used to promote prod-
ucts of  brands when the original product cannot be ad-
vertised on mass media. Since the Indian law prohibits ad-
vertisements that promote production, sale or consumption
of  cigarettes, tobacco products and alcohol, these products
are advertised through surrogate advertising. Many
gutkha companies are promoting their products through
such advertisements. It is interesting that Amitabh
Bachchan has terminated his contract with such a brand,
saying that he wasn’t aware it falls under surrogate ad-
vertising. Since Big B is also the government’s brand am-
bassador for the pulse polio campaign, he should avoid such
ads. Film stars should be an example for the people, but
in our country it is a dream. On the one hand, movie
stars are making crores of  rupees through these adver-
tisements and benefiting producers, on the other hand, young
people are being influenced by these stars and becoming
more and more addicted. The government should ban all
surrogate advertisements. Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR 

Strategic signal to China

Sir, India’s successful test-firing of  Agni-V, the nuclear-capable intercontinental
ballistic missile, amidst mounting tensions with China along the Line of  Actual
Control, assumes immense significance. The missile is capable of  striking tar-
gets at ranges up to 5,000 km with a very high degree of  accuracy. According to
the developer, the Defence Research and Development Organisation, the missile
is capable of  reaching almost every part of  China. The other missiles in Agni se-
ries are focused primarily on Pakistan where as Agni-V is focussed mainly on
China. With Agni-V India has joined the club of  countries with ICBMs, includ-
ing China, the US, Russia, Britain and France. A special feature of  Agni-V is that
after reaching the peak of  its course, it will turn towards Earth to continue its
journey towards the target with very high speed due to the attraction of  the Earth’s
gravitational pull. Amid the military confrontation between India and China in
eastern Ladakh, India’s testing of  its most formidable missile is a strong strate-
gic signal to China. The successful test brings even the northern-most part of  China
within its strike range. It must be understood that China has missiles like the Dong
Feng-41 (12,000-15,000 km) that can reach any Indian city. However, India’s possession
of  Agni-V will definitely strengthen its combat power against China. Considering
that Agni-V is better than the other Agni variants, its successful testing will boost
India’s confidence about its military power. Venu GS, KOLLAM
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Dilip Cherian   

BABUDOM
BYTES

Cancrine

This one is as defunct a word as you are likely to meet in this section — it
seems to have utterly disappeared from the English lexicon. Like its close

relative cancroid, it derives from Latin cancrinus, relating to a crab. It has
been used on rare occasions to mean crab-like but more usually a
specialised type of backwards motion, curious in view of its derivation,
which would imply a sideways movement to match that of the crab. In this
sense, cancrine refers to a type of Latin verse that reads the same
backwards as forwards, which we would now refer to as palindromic.
Cancrine doesn’t refer only to verse though: Bach’s Crab Canon, which is a
musical palindrome, has also been described as cancrine.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Erasama, Oct 29: Twenty-two
years have passed since Super
Cyclone-1999 struck the coastal
state October 29, 1999. However,
the memories of  the devastation
caused by the calamity are still
afresh in the minds of  the resi-
dents  under this  block in
Jagatsinghpur district. 

The calamity caused unprece-
dented damage in the area, said,
Shankar Charan Sethi, former
sarpanch of  Ambiki  panchayat
under the block. The memories of
the calamity continue to haunt the
residents that wiped out scores of
lives, blew off  houses and changed
the topography of  the area, re-
membered residents  Nivas
Phandkar, Subrat Samant of  Nagar
Colony and Debadutta Das, Arjun
Jena of  Dahibar village.

The calamity unleashed a reign

of  terror with heavy rain and gale.
Tidal waves rose up to 30 feet and
destroyed the topography of  the
area. Hundreds of  lives were lost,
houses caved in, trees uprooted
and thousands of  livestock died
in the calamity. The devastation
which the residents witnessed 22-
years back has given way to de-
velopment in the area. However, the

residents are yet to forget the black
day of  October 29.  

Jamuna Phandakar in Nagari vil-
lage of  Ambiki panchayat, about
10 km from the sea, lost 24 members
of  his family including her husband
Susant and father-in-law Atul in the
calamity.  

Around 276 people of  66 families
in the village lost their lives. Many
of  them lost all their family mem-
bers except themselves. The gale
blew off  her thatched house which
was eventually washed away by
the surging tidal waves gushing
towards her village. 

She climbed to the top of  her
house but the tidal waves washed
it away along with all her family
members. Jamuna carrying her 15
month old son was swept away in
the waves and got stuck to a banyan
tree at Kochila village which was
about four km from her village. 

She remained their indisposed

with some bodies and poisonous
snakes for two days little knowing
that her 15-month old son had
slipped away from her arms.  She
could not hold her tears when some-
one reminded her of  the day.   She

is now living with her nephew.  
Later, 92 cyclonic shelters

were constructed under the
block. However, these have be-
come endangered due to lack of
timely repairing.    

Memories continue to haunt residents 
22 YEARS AFTER SUPER CYCLONE-1999

Mahakalpara: Memories of
the ‘Super Cyclone’ that devas-
tated Odisha, October 29, 1999
(Friday) are still fresh in the
minds of  people. It was one of
the most intense recorded trop-
ical cyclones in the last century.
The ‘Super Cyclone’ had caused
widespread havoc in many dis-
tricts of  Odisha.

“Approximately 10,000 human
lives were lost in the disaster
and innumerable domestic ani-
mals were swept away in floods
that followed the cyclone. Many
families went missing. We still
shiver in fright when we think of
the scary day,” some villagers of
Ersama block, especially those
who survived the tragedy and
witnessed devastation from close
quarters, said.

Echoing the views, residents
of  Ambiki and Dahibara vil-
lages in Jagatsinghpur district
namely Shankar Sethi, Subrat
Samant, Debadutta Das and
Arjun Jena said, “Wind speeds
reached up to 260 km/ph dur-
ing landfall of  the cyclone, which
remained the same for nearly
36 hours. The 200-kilometre wide
‘Super Cyclone’ ravaged all the
coastal districts.”

Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara,
Cuttack, Khurda and Puri dis-
tricts faced the maximum
amount of  devastations. Ersama
block in Jagatsinghpur district
witnessed the worst devastation
due to the cyclone. Cyclone shel-
ters earlier constructed in the
block for effective disaster man-
agement and to ensure zero-ca-
sualty have turned into ruins
owing to lack of  maintenance
and administrative neglect, al-
leged villagers.

Out of  the 92 cyclone shelters,
12 made by the Paradip Port au-
thorities and 29 multi-purpose
buildings constructed by
Maharashtra government have
become unusable, they added.

Likewise, some residents of
Panikhia-Santalapada village of
Nanjura panchayat under
Mahakalpara block in
Kendrapara district said, “We
got the information about the
Super Cyclone from a bulletin
of  Cuttack radio station just a day
before the landfall. We had not wit-
nessed such severity of  devas-
tation beforehand. Our village
is located in close vicinity of  sea
and tides came at a height of
over 15-feet.”

Survivors walk down
the memory lane  

Cyclone survivor Jamuna Phandkar

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Oct 29: First exclusive
Millet Shakti Café, a convergence of
Mission Shakti and the Millet
Mission Odisha was opened in
Keonjhar Friday. On the occasion, dif-
ferent kinds of  dishes made from mil-
lets were displayed. After millet cul-
tivation, this initiative has created
a concept – Farm to Plate to pro-
mote millet.

Inaugurating the café on a virtual
mode the Minister of  Women and
Child Development and Mission Shakti
Tukuni Sahu said “It is a unique ini-
tiative by the Keonjhar district ad-
ministration. It will help the farm-
ers earn more from millet farming. We
will take steps to open such types of
café at Gram Panchayat level”.

Appreciating the efforts of  the dis-
trict administration and the whole
millet team on this occasion,
Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Mission
Shakti, Sujata R Karthikeyam said, “It
will help women groups earn more and
be empowered more. It has developed
the concept of  ‘Farm to Plate’ after the
opening of  the Millet Shakti Café. ”

Collector Keonjhar Ashish Thakre

said, “An initiative has been taken
to open such Cafés at 330 GPs by
constructing Mission Shakti build-
ings. The objectives of  the opening
of  the café are to promote healthy eat-
ing habits through indigenous prod-
ucts". More than 10 millet-based hot
cooked food items like millet drinks,
packaged millet grains, dry and bak-
ery items, ready to cook and ready
to drink items will be available in this
Quick Service Restaurant.  

The project will also provide liveli-
hood opportunities to women groups,
as tweeted by Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik, a few days back. It will also
promote consumption of  millets.

Odisha Millets Mission was started

in Keonjhar district in 2019. Millet
farming is going on in mining af-
fected villages of  seven blocks like
Banspal, Champua, Joda, Jhumpura,
Harichandanpur, Hatadihi and Sadar
in the district. 

More than 4000 farmers have
benefited from this programme.
This has increased the income of
farmers in the district. The Centre
and the Niti Aayog have recognized
the program. The program is run-
ning with the support of  District
Mineral Foundation (DMF) re-
garding inclusion of  Ragi Laddus
as morning snacks for pre-school
children enrolled under ICDS in
the district.

Millet Shakti Café opens in Keonjhar

POST NEWS NETWORK

Daringbadi, Oct 29: Scores of
projects like farm ponds and cattle
sheds under the Mahatma Gandhi
Notational Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS)
have been executed in Daringbadi
block of  Kandhamal district. 

These projects are being exe-
cuted since 2018-19. Some benefi-
ciaries have been provided funds
while some are waiting for their
dues towards the construction ma-
terials they had used in the projects. 

Upset over the pending dues,
they have warned of  agitation.
“The government executed these
projects in our area to create labour
intensive work and earnings so
that we can deal with the pandemic
difficulties. However, the objective
has failed. A year has passed since
the works were done, we are yet to
receive funds towards materials

we used in the projects,” locals
lamented.

The beneficiaries said they have
borrowed from private money
lenders for purchase of  construc-
tion materials like cement, sand,
stone and bricks. They alleged that
though they had taken up the issue
with the administration several
times in the past, the latter is not
clearing out dues. “The money
lenders have made our life miser-
able while our dues are not being
cleared. If  our dues are not cleared
by November 3, we will start agi-
tation outside the block from
November 5,” they rued.

Contacted, BDO Kalakrushna
Pradhan said it is a technical
issue. Meanwhile, four BDOs
have come to the block and gone.
Right amounts of  funds are not
being sanctioned for projects,
leading to problems in making
bills, he added.     

Beneficiaries fume
over pending dues 

MGNREGS PROJECTS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Tentulikhunti, Oct 29: Ahead of
panchayat elections, people in sev-
eral villages under Tentulikhunti
block in Nabarangpur district have
expressed displeasure over lack of
communications in their villages.
They have decided to boycott the
polls, a report said.

People of  Tentulikhunti pan-
chayat have been facing commut-
ing woes sans road connectivity
and bad road condition. “If  no  step
is taken for road connectivity, we
will boycott the panchayat polls,”
they said. A delegation led by ward
members Leli Majhi and Sumitra
Harijan submitted a memoran-

dum to BDO Padmanabh Tripathy
in this regard. They stated that
Ladipadar,  Madhugulumi,
Panganmara, Baradajhada and
Bijapadar have no roads at all. 

The administration has a plan
to set up tube wells in these vil-
lages, but machines fail to enter the
villages to drill holes for tube wells,
locals pointed out. 

At Ladipadar, the administra-
tion collects water from a hilly
stream and supplying it to the vil-
lages. In emergency cases, ambu-
lances and fire tenders do not get
access to the villages, they lamented.

“Before the polls, the adminis-
tration should sort out the road
connectivity,” they demanded.  

Villagers firm on ‘no roads, no votes’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhmapur, Oct 29: For many
years, Ganjam was a fort for
Communists. However, with the
passage of  time, the Left parties
have lost their hold in the dis-
trict with the rise of  Biju Janata
Dal (BJD). 

As panchayat elections are round
the corner, the presence of  the Left
parties has almost vanished in as-
sembly seats like Chhatrapur,
Kabisuryanagar and Aska. Several
Communist leaders have been
elected from these seats many times
in the past.

Now, all these seats have turned
into forts of  the ruling party. The
BJD haa made massive inroads
into the Left bases.

In the first Lok Sabha elections,
well known Communist leader
Bijay Chandra Das was elected as
MP from Berhmapur seat (then
Ganjam).

In 1971, CPI leader Ditikrushna
Panda was elected from Aska par-
liamentary seat. Freedom fighter
and farmer leader Gobinda Pradhan
was one among the leaders who
strengthened the Communist ide-
ology in the district.  

After Odisha was formed as a sep-
arate province, Pradhan was elected
as MLA from Communist party.

His younger brother Radhakrushna
Pradhan was also a  known
Communist leader.

In Chhatrapur Assembly seat,
Laxman Mohapatra was elected
thrice from the Communist party
while Biswanth Sahu was elected
twice from the seat from the same
party. Parsuram Panda, N Narayan
Reddy and Adikand Sethi were
elected from this seat. However,
people looked away from the Left in
Chhatraour in 2014. This Assembly
seat went to the BJD in 2014 and 2019.

CPI leader Sachidananada
Mohanty was elected from

Kabisuryanagar Assembly seat twice;
Sardar Dandapani Swain twice and
Nityananda Pradhan twice. Ahead
of  the 2009 parliamentary elections,
Nityananda Pradhan deserted
Communist party and joined the
BJD. He was elected as BJD MP
from Aska Lok Sabha seat. 

Moreover, all family members of
Communist leader Gobinda
Pradhan are with the BJD. His
daughter Latika Pradhan is the
BJD MLA from Kabisuryanagar.

In Aska Assembly seat ,
Communist leader Harihar Ds was
elected from the seat in 1951, 1957,

1967 and 1974. In 1990, Ditikrushna
Panda was elected from this seat.

Now, the Communist organiza-
tion has completely vanished. 

Over last several years, the BJD
has made massive inroads. However,
CPM and CPI have some support-
ers in certain pockets in Ganjam.

It is seen that CPI and CPM can-
didates are not garnering votes in
elections.

Given their poor organiza-
tional presence, political ob-
server are skeptical about their
success in panchayat and gen-
eral elections.            

Communist forts lose ground to BJD
THE RULING PARTY FORTIFYING ITS BASES IN ASKA, CHHATRAPUR AND KABISURYANAGAR

After Odisha was formed
as a separate province,
Gobinda Pradhan was
elected as MLA from
Communist party. His
younger brother
Radhakrushna Pradhan
was also a Communist
leader. In Chhatrapur
Assembly seat, Laxman
Mohapatra was elected
thrice from the seat

POST NEWS NETWORK

Loisingha, Oct 29: Educated
and young farmer Parikhita
Mishra’s four acre land where
he has grown green chilies has
been the envy of  others.  

But Mishra, a resident of  Bendra
under Agalpur block in Bolangir
district, has been under severe
mental distress for some days now. 

Regarding his problem, Mishra
said he is going to incur huge losses
for Odisha Lift  Ir rig ation
Corporation (OLIC) and electricity
department dillydallying over giv-
ing him a power connection. 

Mishra’s four acre land is near
Pipilipali  square on
Ghushuramunda-Negipali road.
He raised chili saplings in May.
Mishra said he is currently har-
vesting 15 to 20 quintals of  green
chili and selling it as well. He has
given employment to about 30
labourers. 

“The bumper harvest fails to

make me happy. Because of  the
step motherly attitude of  the OLIC
and the electricity department, I am
in trouble now,” he said. 

“I irrigate my farmland through
drip irrigation, using water from
the pond near my farmland. For
this, I use a solar pump. I have also
dug up a deep tube well. Due to
deficit rainfall this year, the pond
doesn’t have enough water. It is
drying up. As of  now, I haven’t
been able to use my deep tube well
as well,” said Mishra. 

“Three farmers having lands
adjacent to mine were provided
power connection by the OLIC. I
don’t know for what faults I am
deprived of  a power line despite re-
peated requests,” he lamented.  

“I will benefit if  the OLIC givse
me power connection. I have dis-
c u s s e d  h i s  p ro bl e m  w i t h
L o i s i n g h a  M L A  M u ke s h
Mahalinga and Agalpur block
vice chairman Manmohan Patel,
requesting their intervention. 

Chili farming suffers
in absence of power 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dharmasala, Oct 29: The canal bund
road which connects Choramuhan
panchayat with Hanuman temple square
under Dharmasala block in Jajpur dis-
trict is in a deplorable condition over
past five years, locals alleged. 

According to villagers, Jaraka
irrigation department had con-
structed the road from Haladiapada
Sahi of  Choramuhan village to
Hanuman temple square and topped
it with tarmac. 

The contractor’s low quality work
was exposed after one year of  com-
pletion of  the work. The blacktop
started to come off, creating craters
along the road.

Residents of  Choramuhan, Baligiri,
Narasinghapur, Badamangalapur and
Bhuban areas commute on this road.
They are now facing minor to major ac-
cidents every day.  

Affected people alleged that the
road had been in a bad shape for five
years now. Commuting on it has be-
come a safety risk. However, neither
the people’s representatives nor con-
cerned officials take notices of  the
commuters’ plight.

The local people have urged the
concerned department to construct
an all-weather road on this stretch at
the earliest. 

Road in bad shape
for Five years, 
villagers fume
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Guwahati/Shillong/Aizawl, Oct
29: The stage is set for bypolls to
nine assembly seats in three north-
eastern states – Assam, Meghalaya
and Mizoram, with both the BJP led-
NDA and the main Opposition
Congress optimistic of  their
chances.

The ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party and the Congress are the
main contenders for the five
Assembly seats in Assam, while
the ruling National People’s Party
(NPP) and the Mizo National Front
(MNF), both part of  the National
Democratic Alliance, would take on
the Congress in three seats in
Meghalaya and the lone seat in
Mizoram, respectively.

Political pundits are saying that
the Saturday’s by-elections are the
acid test for both national parties

and the Opposition parties as well
while the local parties, which have
fielded candidates in all the nine
seats, might divide the vote share
of  the main challengers.

A byelection was also due in
Nagaland’s Shamator-Chessore
Assembly seat ,  but  ruling
Nationalist Democratic Progressive
Party (NDPP) candidate S Keoshu
Yimchunger, who was the con-
sensus nominee of  the United
Democratic Alliance (UDA), an all-
party coalition formed September
18 to run an Opposition-less gov-
ernment in the northeastern state,

has been elected unopposed as he
was the lone nominee in the tribal
reserved seat. The NDPP led by
Chief  Minister Neiphiu Rio is also
an ally of  the NDA.

Assam Chief  Minister Himanta
Biswa Sar ma, for mer Chief
Minister and Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal, Congress
national General Secretary Jitendra
Singh, state Congress president
Bhupen Kumar Borah and leader
of  Opposition in the Assembly
Debabrata Saikia, who undertook
hectic campaign for their respec-
tive candidates, were strongly hope-

ful of  securing win in the bypolls.
The BJP has fielded candidates

in three seats and all the three are
turncoats – Congress’s Rupjyoti
Kurmi in Mariani and Sushanta
Borgohain in Thowra, and All India
United Democratic Front (AIUDF)
– Phanidhar Talukdar in
Bhabanipur. The BJP’s ally United
People's Party Liberal (UPPL) has
nominated Jiron Basumatary in
Gossaigaon, and Jolen Daimary
in Tamulpur.

The Congress, which fielded can-
didates in all the five seats, has
been trying hard at least to retain

Thowra and Mariani.
The AIUDF has fielded candi-

dates  in Bhabanipur and
Gossaigaon, Akhil Gogoi-led Raijor
Dal is contesting in Thowra and
Mariani while Hagrama Mahilary-
led Bodoland Peoples Front (BPF)
is contesting in Gossaigaon.

The AIUDF and the BPF were
partners of  the Congress-led 10-
party 'Mahajot' (grand alliance) in
the March-April Assembly polls.

According to the Election
Commission, around 8 lakh vot-
ers, including 3,93,078 female would
decide the fate of  31 candidates.

The byelections were necessi-
tated due to the Covid-related deaths
of  two sitting MLAs belonging to
UPPL and BPF while two Congress
(Kurmi and Borgohain) and one
AIUDF legislator (Talukdar) joined
the BJP after quitting their
Assembly membership.

In Meghalaya, the National
People’s Party (NPP) headed by
Chief  Minister Conrad K. Sangma
and the Congress fielded candi-
dates in all the three seats, the BJP,
which is a constituent of  the NPP-
dominated Meghalaya Democratic
Alliance (MDA), has fielded can-
didate in Rajabala. Another MDA
partner, the United Democratic
Party (UDP) also fielded candidate
in Mawphlang, causing possible
division of  votes among the ruling
partners and offering electoral
benefit to the "divided" Congress.

The UDP is supporting the NPP
candidate in other seats.

NDA, Cong face-off for 9 Assembly seats in 3 NE states 
SATURDAY’S 

BYELECTIONS ARE
THE ACID TEST FOR

BOTH NATIONAL
AND THE

OPPOSITION 
PARTIES, WHICH

HAVE FIELDED 
CANDIDATES IN ALL

THE NINE SEATS

Election officials wait to leave for polling stations on the eve of bypolls to Musalpur seat in Baksa district, Friday    

PTI PHOTO

REUTERS

Uppur, Oct 29: Tamil Nadu is con-
sidering restarting a shelved 1.6
gigawatts (GW) coal-fired power
project in Uppur, two state gov-
ernment officials said, as its debt-
ridden utility seeks to expand its
coal fleet to address rising power
demand.

The state, India’s second most-
industrialised, epitomises the coun-
try’s approach to balancing energy
security and tackling climate
change as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi heads to Glasgow for the UN
COP26 summit: the energy-hun-
gry nation may build more new
coal-fired plants as they generate
the cheapest power, despite calls to
deter use of  the dirty fuel.

The project was shelved in March
after the National Green Tribunal
temporarily suspended an envi-
ronmental permit granted to the
project, citing concerns from local
farmers and fishermen over land
acquisition, the height of  a bridge
carrying effluents and the coal
being used.

After the order, the Tamil Nadu
Generation and Distribution Corp
Ltd (TANGEDCO) had decided to
shift the project to Udangudi, about
200 km away from Uppur, where a
1.3 GW coal-fired plant is already
being built.

However, the new state govern-
ment, which came into office in
May, is now working on restarting
the power plant in Uppur. More
than 30% of  the work is complete
and at least Rs10 billionhas already
been invested, two officials from

project operator, Tamil Nadu
Generation and Distribution Corp
Ltd's, told Reuters.

“The previous (shifting) deci-
sion was taken in haste. So much
money has been invested. We are
now trying to complete all for-
malities and restart the project,” one
of  the officials said. They declined
to be named as they were not au-
thorised to speak to the media on
the issue.

While Tamil Nadu is among
India’s top renewable energy pro-
ducers, it is also constructing the
most number of  coal-fired plants
nationwide, according to London-
based environmental think tank
Carbon Tracker.

“New coal projects are also es-
sential because many of  our power
plants are old, and need to be phased
out in a few years,” said one of  the
TANGEDCO officials.

Unlike many parts of  Europe
or the Americas, India does not
have access to cheap domestic gas,
which can be used to generate re-
liable electricity supplies when re-
newable energy generation drops
after sunset or when wind power
output goes down.

The officials said TANGEDCO
has allayed fishermen’s concerns
at the Uppur plant by offering
to increase the height of  a bridge
carrying effluents, so that fish-
ing boats can pass under it, and
is working on fixing land acqui-
sition issues. Local administra-
tive officials in Uppur have al-
ready be gun compensating
residents for taking over their
land for the project. 

TN EYES COAL 
POWER REBOOT 

The state, epitomises the country’s approach to 
balancing energy security and tackling climate change
as Prime Minister Narendra Modi heads to Glasgow

for the UN COP26 summit

A file photo shows a shelved 1.6-gigawatt coal-fired power project in Uppur
in the southern state of Tamil Nadu                               REUTERS PHOTO 
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Rameswaram, Oct 29: Draped
in a colorful saree and shirt,
Lakshmi Murgesan dives into the
azure waters off  the southern coast
to collect seaweed, which is being
hailed by scientists as a miracle crop
that absorbs more carbon dioxide
than trees.

India is the world’s third-largest
carbon polluter, behind China and
the United States, and has yet to set
a target date for its emissions to
reach net-zero.

But authorities are looking into
how seaweed farming could help re-
duce the impact of  greenhouse gas
emissions, reverse ocean acidifi-
cation and improve the marine en-
vironment as well as providing a
sustainable livelihood for mar-
ginalized coastal communities.

“I am doing this for my chil-
dren... It requires a lot of  hard
work, but I am able to earn good prof-
its from about four months of  work,”
said Murgesan, who makes Rs20,000
each month farming the fibrous
macroalgae. “I would not have been
able to educate my children but
after doing this, I could send my chil-
dren to college," she added, smiling
as she emerged from the waters in
Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu.

M Ganesan, a government ma-
rine scientist, said seaweed pro-
vides a possible way forward as
coastal habitats and wetlands ab-
sorb five times more carbon than
terrestrial forests.

“It is a miracle crop in many
ways; it is eco-friendly and doesn’t
use land or fresh water. It absorbs

carbon dioxide dissolved in water
during photosynthesis and oxy-
genates the entire marine ecosys-
tem,” Ganesan told AFP.

India, which has an 8,000-km
coastline, is now aiming to boost pro-
duction from the current 30,000
tonnes to more than 1 million tons
each year by 2025. Murgesan is
part of  a team of  women who work
together to cultivate fronds of  sea-
weed on bamboo rafts before har-
vesting and drying them.

The tropical waters of  Tamil
Nadu form an ideal environment
– with one raft yielding up to 200
kilos in around 45 days.

The product is then sent for sale
in markets nationwide as well as
the United States and Australia
through AquAgri, a private com-

pany that promotes algal cultiva-
tion in India. Popular in East and
South East Asian cuisine, seaweed
is also used in medicine, cosmetics,
biofertilizer and biofuel.

“Seaweed has major use as a crop
biostimulant for increasing pro-
ductivity and making the crop more
resilient to climate induced stresses.
It's also used as a major ingredient
in meat and food processing,"
Abhiram Seth, managing director
of  AquAgri, said. And while it has
not been traditionally popular in
India, in July, the government an-
nounced some $85 million in sub-
sidies for seaweed farming initiatives
over the next five years.

Seaweed cultivation is already
common in Japan, China, Indonesia
and the Philippines.

Interest is growing in Australia,
which has outlined a plan to develop
a $100-million industry by 2025.

Seth said there was potential to
benefit both the environment and
farmers like Murgesan.

“Seaweeds clean up the water. At
the same time, seaweed cultiva-
tors get a sustainable income with-
out having to relocate to urban
areas to find work,” he explained.

Seaweed does not require fer-
tilizer, freshwater or pesticides.
Kelp, one of  the most commonly
farmed types, grows at a rate of
61 centimeters (two feet) a day.

They absorb an estimated 173
million metric tons of  carbon each
year – the same annual emissions
as New York State, according to a
2016 paper in Nature Geosciences.

India’s exotic seaweed industry thriving briskly
INDIA IS THE WORLD’S THIRD LARGEST CARBON POLLUTER, BEHIND CHINA AND THE US, AND HAS

YET TO SET A TARGET DATE FOR ITS EMISSIONS TO REACH NET ZERO

Women work to cultivate fronds of seaweed on a bamboo raft in the waters off the coast of Rameswaram in Tamil
Nadu             AFP PHOTO

Workers arrange crackers at a shop for sale ahead of the Diwali festival in Chennai, Friday  PTI PHOTO

DIWALI PREPARATIONS
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Idukki, Oct 29: The shutters of  the
Mullaperiyar dam in Kerala, op-
erated by Tamil Nadu, were raised
Friday morning as the water level
in the reservoir crossed 138 ft,
Kerala government officials said in
Idukki.

Tamil Nadu government offi-
cials raised by 0.30 metres the spill-
way shutters 3 and 4 of  the 126-
year old dam at around 7:30 am, they
said. According to them, 538.16
cusecs of  water has been flowing
out of  these two shutters of  the
dam since morning.

The water level at Mullaperiyar
dam stood at 138.80 ft at 9 am, Kerala
government officials said in Idukki.

Besides officials from the two
states, Kerala Revenue Minister K
Rajan and Water Resources
Minister Roshy Augustine were
present during the opening of  the
shutters of  the dam.

Talking to reporters, Rajan said
there was no need for any panic as
the government has taken measures
to ensure safety of  the people.

He, however, urged the people to
maintain vigil.

The government has also warned
against the social media scare mon-
gers. Tamil Nadu Water Resources
Minister Duraimurugan, mean-
while, said the state has been con-
tinuously drawing water through
tunnel to Vaigai dam.

In addition to such maximum
drawing of  water through tun-
nel, the Tamil Nadu government
decided to release water from
Mullperiyar dam to the tune of
about '500 cusecs' by opening
two spillway gates from Friday
morning, he said in Chennai.
This was done after giving notice
and warning well in advance to
Ke r a l a  a u t h o r i t i e s ,
Duraimurugan said.

"The dam is safe and it is oper-
ated and regulated carefully by the
Water Resources Department,
Government of  Tamil Nadu fol-
lowing the Rule Curve approved by
the Central Water Commission.
Any news contrary to the above
are not correct and has to be ig-
nored," the Tamil Nadu Minister

said in a statement.
In view of  the opening of

Mullaperiyar dam and predictions
of  more rains in the catchment
areas, the Kerala government has
also sounded a red alert in Idukki
reservoir.

Augustine said the Idukki reser-
voir has enough storage capacity
to hold the water being released
from Mullaperiyar dam.

The minister has said that there
was nothing to be concerned about
and people need not panic as the
storage capacity of  Idukki was 70.5
TMC as compared to 12.758 TMC of
Mullaperiyar and therefore, the
water released from the latter would
only raise the former's level by a
quarter of  a foot.

People living downstream of
Mullaperiyar dam were evacuated
as a measure of  abundant caution
ahead of  raising of  the shutters.

According to officials, a total of
1,079 people from 350 families who
would be affected by the two-foot-
high flood have been evacuated.

TN opens Mullaperiyar dam, 
Kerala’s Idukki on high alert

In view of the opening
of Mullaperiyar dam

and predictions of
more rains, the Kerala

government has also
sounded a red alert in

Idukki reservoir

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, Oct 29: With the Union
Health Ministry granting approval
for 150 seats each to the four new
government medical colleges in
Tamil Nadu, the total number of
new MBBS seats in the colleges
has risen to 1,450.

Tamil Nadu state Health Minister
Ma Subramanian in a statement
Thursday evening said the Union
Health Ministry has approved 150 new
seats in the four new government
medical colleges at Krishnagiri,
Dindigul, Nagapattinam, and
Ariyalur. Earlier, 850 MBBS seats
were approved and with these 600
seats the total number of  new seats
in the government medical col-
leges of  the state would touch 1,450.

The new 1,450 MBBS seats would
take the total number of  medical
seats in the state to 9,100. The min-
ister said that the medical team
appointed by the Union Health
Ministry had earlier pointed out to
some minor deficiencies in the fur-
niture and books in the library.

1,450 new MBBS
seats in TN govt
medical colleges
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Only artificial barricades
have been removed so
far, soon the three 
anti-agriculture laws will
also be withdrawn
RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

The Delhi Assembly's Committee on
Peace and Harmony Friday summoned
representatives from Facebook India to
testify November 2 over the February
2020 riots in the national capital

DELHI ASSEMBLY SUMMONS
FACEBOOK OFFICIALS
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New Delhi, Oct 29: India recorded
1,53,052 suicides -- an average 418
daily -- in 2020, with 10,677 of  them
by persons engaged in farming
sector, according to the latest cen-
tral government data.

Suicide rate (per lakh popula-
tion) also increased from 10.4 in
2019 to 11.3 last year, the NCRB,
which functions under the Union
Ministry of  Home Affairs (MHA),
stated.

A total of  10,677 persons involved
in farming sector (consisting of

5,579 farmers or cultivators and
5,098 agricultural labourers) com-
mitted suicides during 2020, ac-
counting for seven per cent of  total
suicide victims (1,53,052) in the
country, the report showed. 

Out of  5,579 farmer or cultivator

suicides, a total of  5,335 were male
and 244 were female, it showed.
Out of  5,098 suicides committed
by agricultural labourers during
2020, 4,621 were male and 477 were
female, it added. 

The majority of  suicides were re-
ported from Maharashtra (19,909),
followed by Tamil Nadu (16,883),
Madhya Pradesh (14,578), West
Bengal (13,103), Karnataka (12,259),
accounting for 13 per cent, 11 per
cent, 9.5 per cent, 8.6 per cent and
8 per cent of  the total cases, re-
spectively, the data showed. These
five states together accounted for

50.1 per cent of  the total suicides
reported in the country, while the
remainder 49.9 per cent were re-
ported from the remaining 23 states
and eight union territories (UTs),
the National Crime Records Bureau
( NCRB) stated.

Uttar Pradesh, the most populous
state with 16.9 per cent share of
the country's population, reported
a comparatively lower percentage
share of  suicidal deaths, account-
ing for only 3.1 per cent of  the total
suicides, it added. Delhi, which is
the most populous UT, reported
the highest number of  suicides

(3,142) among UTs, followed by
Puducherry (408), the report
showed.

A total of  23,855 suicides were re-
ported in the 53 mega cities of  the
country in 2020, the report showed,
observing that the suicide rate in
cities (14.8) was higher as com-
pared to all-India suicide rate (11.3).
According to the report, 'family
problems' (33.6 per cent), 'marriage-
related problems' (5 per cent) and
'illness' (18 per cent) together ac-
counted for 56.7 per cent of  total sui-
cides in the country during 2020, 
it showed.  

AGENCIES

Mumbai, Oct 29: Contrary to ex-
pectations, superstar Shah Rukh
Khan's son Aryan Khan is expected
to spend another night in the Arthur
Road Central Jail as his bail or-
ders could not reach the prison
authorities by the stipulated time
of  5.30 p.m.  Friday.

Though his legal team led by
advocate Satish Maneshinde had
rushed from the Bombay High
Court to the jail, a mere 8 kms
away, they were reportedly stuck
in the massive evening and week-
end traffic jams en route.

Even Bollywood megastar Shah
Rukh who left from his Bandra
bungalow in a small motorcade to
pick up Aryan from jail, returned
home mid-way, though close fam-
ily friend and ex-actress Juhi
Chawla managed to complete the
formalities for standing surety.

The court has accepted Juhi - a
co-star of  SRK in many films - as
the surety in Aryan's bail and she
signed the relevant papers and ex-
ecuted the bail bond before the
court officials, said Maneshinde
earlier.

However, since the bail papers
failed to reach the jail authorities
on time, now Aryan maybe re-
leased only Saturday morning after
all the formalities are completed.

Bombay High Court Justice N.W.

Sambre granted bail to Aryan and
two others - Arbaaz Merchant and
Munmun Dhamecha - on Thursday
evening, but the bail order verdict
was issued on Friday afternoon,
after which their legal teams ini-
tiated the remaining formalities.

Soon after the bail verdict was
pronounced Thursday, SRK re-
portedly shed tears of  joy, and later
met his entire legal defence team
which had been fighting for Aryan's
release for the past four weeks.

Meanwhile, in the five-page order,
the high court said that Aryan
Khan and and his two co-accused
Arbaaz Merchant and Munmun
Dhamecha, who were also granted
bail, shall be released on a per-
sonal bond of  Rs one lakh each
with one or two sureties of  the
same amount.  As per the conditions
set by the high court, the trio will
have to surrender their passports
before the special NDPS court and
shall not leave India without tak-
ing permission from the special
court and that they will have to
attend the NCB office each Friday
to mark their presence.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 29: With the
Delhi Police beginning to remove
barricades at two farmer protest
sites -- Tikri and Ghazipur -- farm
union leaders Friday said the move
vindicates their stand that they
never blocked roads at the city
border points.

Farmer leaders said any decision
to entirely clear both the car-
riageways at the protest sites will
be taken by the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM), an umbrella body
of  over 40 farmer unions protest-
ing against the Centre's farm laws.

They, however, said way will
be made for traffic to move in the
coming days. The Delhi Police's
decision comes days after
a Supreme Court hear-
ing that saw farmer
unions arguing that
the police were re-
sponsible for the
blockade at  the
city's borders.

Bhartiya Kisan
Union (BKU) office-bear-
ers said police and not farm-
ers had blocked roads, adding that
they are being “reopened on the
directions of  the Supreme Court”.
In light of  the removal of  barri-
cades at Ghazipur border protest
site, BKU leader Rakesh Tikait
said, “The future course of  the
ongoing farmers' protest would
be decided by the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha, which is leading the
movement against the three farm
laws.”

Senior farmer leader and SKM
member Darshan Pal said false al-

legations were being levelled
against farmers that they

have blocked roads,
which have been

rejected by us
since day one.

Pal  said  at
Singhu border,

farmers have oc-
cupied the portion
of  road which is al-

ready closed for traf-
fic due to construction of  a flyover.
Thousands of  farmers have been
camping at the three borders
points - -  Tikri,  Singhu and
Ghazipur -- protesting the Centre's
three farm laws since November
26, 2020.

While the protesting farmers
have been claiming that the three
laws enacted last year are against
their interest, the Centre has been
saying these legislations are 
pro-farmer.

The Delhi Police Thursday

evening started removing the bar-
ricades and concertina wires it
had put in place at the anti-farm
laws protest site at Tikri Border
on Delhi-Rohtak highway. Similar
action was initiated at Ghazipur
on the Delhi-Uttar Pradesh border
Friday morning.Farmer leader
and a representative of  Rastriya
Kisan Majdoor Sabha, Abhimanyu
Kohar said the decision to remove
barricades has vindicated the
farmers' stand and will ease traf-
fic movement at the borders.

For the last 11 months, we have
been saying that farmers never
blocked roads as we are simply
protesting the farm laws. Today we
are proved right. It is good that traf-
fic will now be able to move at
borders, Kohar said.

In February, protesting farmers
at Tikri Border cleared the way for
an ambulance but it had to re-
turn as the Delhi Police had
blocked the road, she claimed.

Farmer leaders also hoped that
the Centre would invite farmers
for a dialogue to break the log-
jam over the farm laws. BKU
spokesperson Saurabh Upadhyay
said farmers want to go to Delhi
but the SKM will take the final call.

On October 21, the Supreme
Court had said farmers have the
right to protest and was not against
this even when a legal challenge
against the three farm laws is
pending but they cannot block
roads "indefinitely", an observa-
tion that came amid a blame game
between the Centre and the 
farmer unions. 

While the farmers' unions al-
leged that the police were re-
sponsible for the blockade at the
Delhi borders as it suits them to
allow a feeling in the minds of
the citizens that farmers are block-
ing the road, the Centre claimed
there was an oblique purpose be-
hind the protests. 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Oct 29: About 60 per
cent of  people suffering stroke in
India face various degrees of  dis-
ability, some lifelong, said experts
here.

"While the numbers of  stroke
patients continue to rise expo-
nentially, like many other brain
diseases, there is still a remark-
able lack of  awareness regarding
this condition. Timely treatment in
stroke will go a long way in im-
proving a patient's quality of  life,
and reducing lifelong morbidity
and mortality," said Pankaj Agarwal,
Senior Consultant -Neurology,
Head, Movement Disorders Clinic
& In-Charge,  Dee p Brain

Stimulation (DBS) Programme,
Global Hospital Mumbai.

"Stroke patients who get help
from paramedics are more likely
to reach hospital for care -- in India,
that number is only 1.8 per cent. We
need uniform emergency medical
services (EMS) system and certi-
fication of  stroke ready hospitals
across the country so that people
know where to go when they recog-
nise the signs of  stroke," added Dr
P.N Sylaja, Professor and HoD,
Neurolog y, In-Charge,
Comprehensive Stroke Care
Programme, Sree Chitra Tirunal
Institute for Medical Sciences and
Technology (SCTIMST). While tra-
ditionally stroke affects older age
groups, a large number of  ischemic

strokes are now known to also affect
young people - in their 30s or 40s.
Sometimes even adolescents in their
teenagers or early 20s are affected.

"Stroke affects as many as 18

lakh Indians every year, which
means one Indian suffers stroke
every 40 seconds. One-fourth of
these people are aged less than 50
and increasingly, a large proportion

of  stroke patients are found in the
age group of  19 to 30 years. The bur-
den of  stroke on the most produc-
tive sections of  society not only
affects the person and their fam-

ily but leaves a cascading effect on
the countrya¿s socio-economic
condition," said Kamal Narayan,
CEO, Integrated Health and
Wellbeing (IHW) Council. Covid
has also increased the risk of
stroke, particularly among the
young patients between 20 and
30,as the virus triggers abnormal
and severe clotting in blood. While
the risk is around 1 per cent (higher
if  other risk factors for stroke are
present), it is still life-threaten-
ing or leads to severe disability.

Eating a well-balanced diet,
avoiding processed foods and sug-
ary drinks, limiting salt, alcohol,
smoking, and exercising daily can
lower the risk of  stroke, the 
doctors said.

India and
France must
seize the

political trust and
economic
opportunities that
the two countries
have, to promote flow of investment
and business

DR S JAISHANKAR | EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
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India will use
whatever
margin of

persuasion it has
while talking to oil-
producing nations to
make sure the fuel
prices are down in the country

HARDEEP SINGH PURI | OIL MINISTER

India has
clearly told
Pakistan that

action against
terrorism will be
taken not only on this
side of the border but
also on their side if needed

RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE MINISTER

Leander Paes,
Nafisa join TMC
Panaji: Tennis veteran Leander
Paes and actor Nafisa Ali
joined Trinamool Congress
Party in presence of West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee here Friday.
Welcoming Paes (48) during a
press conference, Banerjee
recalled meeting Paes when the
Olympic bronze medal winner
was a teenager. “I was the
sports minister of the country
when I (first) met him,” she
said. “I have got my younger
brother and sweet and cute
brother in the TMC,” she added.
Nafisa Ali, who won the Femina
Miss India title in 1976 and was
the second runner-up at the
Miss International contest, had
contested the 2004 Lok Sabha
elections from South Kolkata
against Banerjee. 

Red alert sounded
at Idukki dam
Idukki (Ker): The shutters of
the Mullaperiyar dam in
Kerala, operated by Tamil
Nadu, were raised Friday
morning as the water level in
the reservoir crossed 138 ft,
Kerala government officials
said here.Tamil Nadu
government officials raised by
0.30 metres the spillway
shutters 3 and 4 of the 126-
year old dam at around 7.30
AM, they said. The water level
at Mullaperiyar dam stood at
138.80 ft at 9 AM, Kerala
government officials said here.

Rahul appears
before court 
Surat: Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi Friday appeared
before a magistrate's court
here to record his statement
in a criminal defamation case
filed against him over his
remark about the “Modi
surname” during a campaign
rally in 2019. He had appeared
before the court twice earlier. 

Criminal killed 
in encounter 
New Delhi: A 25-year-old man
was killed Friday in an encounter
with the Delhi Police in Rohini's
Begumpur area, police said.
Two police personnel have also
received injuries during the
exchange of fire, they said. 

India extends ban
on int’l flights 
New Delhi: To deal with the
ongoing Covid pandemic,
India’s civil aviation regulator
Friday extended the ban 
on scheduled international
commercial flights till
November 30. In the notification,
the Directorate General of
Central Aviation (DGCA),
however, said: “This restriction
shall not apply to international
all-cargo operations and
flights specifically approved
by the DGCA."

SHORT TAKES

60% stroke cases lead to disability, 30% cause death: Experts
SHOCKING REPORT

n As brain cells begin to die in 
minutes, prompt treatment is crucial
and early action can reduce brain
damage, other complications and death

n While traditionally stroke affects older
age groups, a large number of ischemic
strokes are now known to also affect
young people - in their 30s or 40s.
Sometimes even adolescents in their
teenagers or early 20s are affected

We stand vindicated: Farm unions

A farmer looks on as barbed wires and barricades are being removed from
the site of their agitation against three farm laws at Ghazipur border PTI  PHOTO

POLICE REMOVE BARRICADES

Priyanka Gandhi meets
family of dead farmer
Lalitpur (UP): Congress General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
Friday met the family of a farmer
who died allegedly due to
distress over the non-availability
of fertilizer. Fifty-five-year-old
Bhogilal Pal of Nayagaon died of
a cardiac arrest while standing in
queue outside a fertilizer shop.
He had reportedly been waiting
for his turn to purchase fertilizer
for two days. Priyanka Gandhi
visited Pal's home and interacted
with the family members.

The
future course of

the ongoing farmers'
protest would be

decided by the Samyukta 
Kisan Morcha

RAKESH TIKAIT I
BKU LEADER

Aryan still in jail
as lawyers get
stuck in traffic

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 29: Bypolls to
three Lok Sabha seats and 29 as-
sembly constituencies spread across
13 states and Dadra and Nagar
Haveli will be held Saturday with
many contests seen as prestige
issue for parties hit by defections. 

Adequate security and Covid
safety measures have been put in
place for the electoral exercise.
In majority of  the seats, the main
fight will be between BJP and
Congress candidates.

The seats where Lok Sabha bye-
elections will be held are Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, Mandi in
Himachal Pradesh and Khandwa
in Madhya Pradesh. Of  the 29 as-
sembly constituencies going to
the bypolls, five are in Assam,
four in West Bengal, three each in
Madhya Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh and Meghalaya, two each
in Bihar, Karnataka and Rajasthan
and one seat each is in Andhra
Pradesh, Haryana, Maharashtra,
Mizoram and Telangana.

The counting of  votes will take
place November 2. Though bypoll
was also announced for the
Shamator-Chessore assembly con-
stituency in Nagaland, Nationalist
Democratic Progressive Party
candidate S Keoshu Yimchunger
was declared elected uncontested
October 13.

In all the three Lok Sabha con-
stituencies, the sitting members
had died. The Mandi seat fell va-
cant  a f ter  the  death  o f
Ramswaroop Shar ma (BJP) 
in March. 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh), Oct
29: The Allahabad High Court has
stated that “live-in relationships
have become part and parcel of  life
and need to be viewed from the
lens of  personal autonomy rather
than notions of  social morality.”

While disposing of  two separate
petitions filed by interfaith live-in
couples, a division bench com-
prising Justice Pritinker Diwaker
and Justice Ashutosh Srivastava ob-
served, “Live-in relationships 
stand approved by the apex court
and should be viewed from the lens
of  personal autonomy arising out
of  the right to life and personal 
liberty as guaranteed under Article
21 of  the Constitution, rather than
notions of  social morality.”

The two couples had filed sepa-
rate petitions alleging that the fam-
ilies of  girls were interfering in

day-to-day life of  petitioners. One
petition was filed by Shaira Khatun
and her partner, resident of
Kushinagar (both majors and in a
live-in relationship for two years)
and another was filed by Zeenat
Parveen and her partner from
Meerut (both also majors).

They filed a petition in the high
court after the police refused to help
them. The court underscored that
the right to life enshrined under
Article 21 of  the Constitution is li-
able to be protected at all costs and
held that police were obligated to pro-
tect the rights of  the petitioners.
Therefore, the court in its order, di-
rected that in the event of  petition-
ers approaching police with com-
plaints of  threat to life and liberty,
police shall perform their duties
under law. The court order comes
after the Delhi High Court pulled
up the Uttar Pradesh Police for ha-
rassing a young adult couple. A potter moulds an earthen lamp on a wheel, ahead of the Diwali in Ajmer PTI PHOTO

GIVING A SHAPE Bypolls to 3 LS,
29 Assembly
seats today

Live-in relationship is personal
autonomy, says Allahabad HC

India recorded 1.53L suicides in 2020, over 10K in farm sector 
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The New Zealand
government’s first results for the
new financial year show the
continued strength of the country’s
economy, despite the challenges 
of the Covid-19 pandemic
GRANT ROBERTSON | DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
OF NEW ZEALAND

SARS-CoV-2, a virus that
causes Covid-19, can infect
cells of the inner ear
including hair cells, which
are critical for both hearing
and balance, finds a study
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Rome, Oct 29: The 16th G20
Summit, the first in-person gath-
ering of  leaders of  the biggest
economies since the onset of  the
pandemic early last year, will begin
from Saturday in Italy's capital
city amid tight security measures
and with a packed agenda.

The summit will be preceded by
a G20 Joint Finance and Health
Ministers' meeting, which will also
be hosted by Rome on Friday, re-
por ts  Xinhua news agency.
According to Italy, holder of  the
G20 Presidency since December 1,
2020, the Summit's agenda will
cover the most pressing global
health and economic issues related
to the coronavirus pandemic.

These would include the need
for the most developed economies
to boost their efforts to ensure the
fair and equitable global distribu-
tion of  Covis-19 vaccines, espe-
cially to low-income countries.

Earlier this month, UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres launched
an appeal for some $8 billion to
speed up vaccination. The plan
unveiled by the World Health
Organization (WHO) aims at im-
munizing 70 per cent of  the planet's
population by mid-2022.

The G20 leaders are also ex-
pected to discuss climate change,
digital transformation and sus-
tainable innovation, along with
such issues as the situation in
Afghanistan, on which Italy called
an extraordinary G20 meeting ear-
lier in October.

Since the G20 Summit is sched-
uled to take place just before the
opening of  the UN Climate Change
Conference (COP26) in Glasgow,
Scotland (October 31-November
12), the leaders in Rome are ex-
pected to discuss a common strat-
egy in coping with climate change.
The G20 countries have yet to agree
on whether they should commit
to limiting global warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius by around mid-
century and also on the timing of
the related decarbonization process.
Security will be tight in and around
Rome's La Nuvola Convention
Centre in the EUR district, which

will host the G20 Summit.
Rome's airspace has been closed

from Thursday to November 1, al-
though the city's Fiumicino and
Ciampino airports will be allowed
to operate. The Italian capital's po-
lice ranks will be bolstered by 500
extra officers, and Carabinieri (mil-
itary police) and special units will
be deployed across the city to ensure
security. Set up in 1999, the G20
serves as a main forum for inter-
national cooperation on financial
and economic issues.

It comprises 19 countries:
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, France, Germany, Japan,
India, Indonesia, Italy, Mexico, Russia,
South Africa, Saudi Arabia, South
Korea, Turkey, the UK, the US, plus
the European Union. Together, the
G20 members represent almost two-
thirds of  the planet's population and
accounted for some 80 per cent of
global gross domestic product and
over 75 per cent of  global trade in 2020.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Oct 29: Beginning
Monday, the UK will remove the
remaining seven countries from
its COVID-19 travel ban red list,
which will be reviewed every
three weeks and revised in case
of  emerging COVID variant
threats, the British government
has announced.

From 4am on Monday, the re-
maining seven destinations on
the UK's COVID-19 travel ban red
list – Colombia, the Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Panama,
Peru and Venezuela – will be re-
moved, it said in an update on
Thursday.

The red list itself  has not been

scrapped and will be reviewed
every three weeks, with restric-
tions imposed in case of  emerg-
ing COVID variant threats. 

The Department for Transport
(DfT) said that Delta is now the

dominant COVID variant in most
countries around the world,
which means the risk of  known
variants entering the UK has
reduced.

“This is another step in the

right direction for international
travel with more good news today
for passengers, businesses and
the travel  sector,”  said UK
Transport Secretary Grant
Shapps.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Oct 29: India and the
US have called on the Taliban to en-
sure that Afghanistan is not used
as a safe haven for terrorists, as of-
ficials from the two countries con-
cluded their joint dialogue on
counter-terrorism to expand their
cooperation to combat the scourge.

The Indian and the US sides also
called for concerted action against
all terror groups, including those
proscribed by the UN Security
Council  such as al -Qaida,
ISIS/Daesh, Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), a
joint statement issued after the
meeting here said on Thursday.

Reaffirming counter-terrorism
cooperation as an important pillar
under the US-India Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership, both
sides pledged to further expand
cooperation on law enforcement, in-
formation sharing, exchange of
best practices and strategic con-
vergence on counter-terrorism
challenges, it said.

During the two-day meeting here
on October 26 and 27, the US reit-
erated its commitment to stand to-
gether with the people and the gov-
ernment of  India in the fight against

terrorism. They called on the Taliban
to ensure that Afghanistan is not
used as a safe haven for terrorists.

The Taliban seized power in
Afghanistan on August 15, two
weeks before the US' complete troop
withdrawal on August 31 after a
costly two-decade war. 

According to the joint US-India
statement, the two countries strongly
condemned any use of  terrorist

proxies and cross-border terrorism
in all its forms, and called for the per-
petrators of  the 26/11 Mumbai at-
tack to be brought to justice.

The 2008 Mumbai attack was
one of  the most horrific terrorist
attacks in India in which 166 peo-
ple, including six Americans, were
killed and over 300 injured as 10
heavily-armed terrorists from
Pakistan created mayhem in the
country's financial capital. Pakistani
national Mohammed Ajmal Kasab,
the lone terrorist captured alive, was
hanged to death on November 21,
2012. "In line with UNSC Resolution
2593 (2021), both sides called on the
Taliban to ensure Afghan terri-
tory is never again used to threaten
or attack any country, shelter or
train terrorists, or plan or finance
terrorist attacks," it said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, Oct 29: Britain's envi-
ronment minister pledged Friday
to retaliate if  France carries
through on threats to block UK
ships from French ports, warn-
ing that “two can play at that game''
in the worsening dispute rooted in
Britain's departure from the
European Union.

Britain summoned the French
ambassador for a dressing-down
after French authorities fined two
British fishing vessels and kept
one in port overnight Thursday.
Since the UK left the economic
orbit of  the EU in January, relations
between London and Paris have
become increasingly frayed as the
nations on either side of  the English
Channel sort out a post-Brexit path. 

France has threatened to block
British boats and tighten checks on
UK vessels unless French vessels
get more permits to fish in UK wa-
ters.  France also suggested it

might restrict energy supplies to
the Channel Islands, British Crown
dependencies that lie off  the coast
of  France.

“We will see what they do,”
Environment Secretary George
Eustice told Sky News. “But if
they do bring these into place,
well, two can play at that game
and we reserve the ability to re-
spond in a proportionate way.” 

The UK gover nment said
France's ambassador, Catherine
Colonna, would be summoned to
the Foreign Office on Friday, in
an official sign of  displeasure. “We
regret the confrontational lan-
guage that has been consistently
used by the French government on
this issue, which makes this situ-
ation no easier to resolve,” the
British government said in a 
statement.

France vehemently protested
the decision last month by the UK
and the Channel Island of  Jersey
to refuse dozens of  French fishing

boats licenses to operate in their
territorial waters. Dozens of  other
licenses were granted. France says
the restrictions are contrary to
the post-Brexit agreement that
Britain signed when it left the EU. 

Meanwhile, the European
Union's executive said UK au-
thorities withdrew the impounded
vessel's license to fish off  France
on March 1.  But Macduff  Shellfish,
which operates the impounded
scallop vessel Cornelis, hit back in
a statement, saying it had access
to French waters under the Brexit
deal and that its activities were

“entirely legal,'' and that it would
defend itself  against all claims.
Its statement did not offer specifics
on licenses.

“It appears our vessel has been
caught up in the ongoing dispute
between the UK and France on
the implementation of  the Brexit
Fishing Agreement,'' the company
statement said.  “We are looking to
the UK government to defend the
rights of  the UK fishing fleet and
ensure that the fishing rights pro-
vided under the Brexit Fishing
agreement are fully respected 
by the EU.''

AGENCIES

Tokyo, Oct 29: Twenty-four World
War II-era ‘ghost ships’ have been
seen in the Pacific Ocean after a 
volcanic eruption near Japan’s
capital Tokyo. 

All these ships were sunk 
during one of  the most talked about
battles of  the World War II. It is
being told that after the 
explosion in the underwater 
volcano Fukutoku-Okanoba, these
ships came above the water and
reached the shore. The sunken war-
ships from World War II emerged
about 800 miles from Tokyo, footage

and pictures show. The warships
were from the Battle of  Iwo Jima,
an island roughly 760 miles from
Japan’s capital city.

Seismic activity from an un-
derwater volcano called Fukutoku-
Okanoba created a new small C-
shaped island which was initially
about 1 km in diameter. According
to the Japanese Coast Guard, the
small island was formed by hard-
ened lava and is made of  pumice and
volcanic ash. But the same eruption
also pushed up 24 ships that sank
during the battle of  Iwo Jima in 1945.
During the battle, 70,000 US marines
fought against around 20,000

Japanese soldiers who were hid-
ing out in bunkers within the island's
volcanic rocks.

By the end of  the war, 20,000
marines had been wounded and
nearly 7,000 died. Nearly all the
Japanese soldiers were killed in the
battle. The vessels that have risen
from the bottom of  the sea are said
to be sunken Japanese ships that
were captured by the US Navy in
the aftermath of  the battle.

Since Iwo Jima had no port, the
ships were sunken parallel to the
shoreline to form a breakwater, ac-
cording to the US National Archives.
This is not the first time the war-
ships are visible as they could also
be seen 35 years ago because of
seismic activity before being dragged
to the bottom of  the ocean again.

New Zealand
will establish a
'Ministry for

Disabled People' in
July 2022 and
introduce a bill to
make the country
more accessible

CARMEL SEPULONI | NEW ZEALAND
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US President
Joe Biden will
discuss the Iran

nuclear issue with
European leaders on
Saturday on the
sidelines of the 16th
G20 Summit in Rome

JAKE SULLIVAN | NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR

OF THE US

Israel must
start a new
political track

based on the two-
state solution, and
implement the steps
of trust-building
between the two sides

MAHMOUD ABBAS | PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT

Canberra eases
Covid curbs
Canberra: Coronavirus
restrictions in Australia's
capital Canberra have eased
significantly as residents of
the Australian Capital
Territory (ACT) were no longer
required to wear facemasks
outdoors from Friday. For the
first time since early August,
Canberra's arts and
entertainment venues
including cinemas and
theatres have reopened for up
to 75 per cent of their seating
capacity, reports Xinhua news
agency. Patron caps for
hospitality venues have been
increased to a maximum of 25
people inside.

Militant killed
Cotabato: Philippine forces
Friday killed one of the
country's most-wanted
Muslim militant leaders and
his wife who were aligned
with the Islamic State group
and were blamed for deadly
bombings, killings and
extortion in the south for more
than a decade, the military
said. Army and police forces
raided a hideout of the
militant group Daulah Islamiya
in a remote area of Talayan
town in Maguindanao
province and killed its leader,
Salahuddin Hassan, and his
wife in a 30-minute gunbattle
before dawn. More than two
dozen other gunmen managed
to escape, regional military
commander Maj. Gen.
Juvymax Uy said.

SL approves five
new airlines 
Colombo: The Sri Lankan
government has approved five
new airlines to operate into
the country before the end of
this year aimed at boosting
tourist arrivals following the
easing of Covid curbs, Tourism
Minister Prasanna Ranatunga
said. Accordingly, Sweden's
Edelweiss Air will operate a
weekly flight and Russia's
Aeroflot twice a week from
November 1, while Air France
will fly three times a week
from November 3, reports
Xinhua news agency.

Turkey, US discuss
F-35 dispute
Ankara: Turkish and US
Defence Ministers held a
meeting here to resolve the
conflict on the F-35 Joint Strike
Fighter program. According to
the Defence Ministry in Ankara,
the two sides on Thursday also
discussed financial issues of
the program, adding that the
two NATO allies have agreed to
continue their talks, reports
Xinhua news agency. The
discussion came ahead of a
meeting between Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and his US
counterpart Joe Biden on the
sidelines of the UN Climate
Change Conference in Glasgow
scheduled to begin on Sunday.

SHORT TAKES

‘Ghost ships’ rise from Pacific after volcanic eruption

UK vows retaliation to French fishing threats
Britain summoned the French ambassador for a 

dressing-down after French authorities fined two British
fishing vessels and kept one in port overnight Thursday

‘Ensure Afghanistan is not
used as terrorists’ safe haven’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sanaa (Yemen), Oct 29: At least
11 civilians, including women and
children, were killed when a ballistic
missile launched by Yemen's Houthi
rebels struck their house in Yemen's
central province of  Marib, security
officials said on Friday.

The casualties belonged to the
family of  a key tribal leader and
lived in the residential neigh-
bourhood of  Al-Aumd. 

At least another 11 houses were
damaged and 16 civilians were
wounded in Thursday's attack, ac-
cording to the officials, who asked
to remain anonymous because they
were not authorised to brief  the
media.

The Houthis have for years at-
tempted to take oil-rich Marib to
complete their control over the
northern half  of  Yemen. In recent
months, they accelerated their
push. 

The fighting has claimed a high
number of  fighters from both sides
in the past several weeks.

The conflict has resulted in some
154 civilian injuries and deaths
during the first six months of  2021,
according to the United Nations
refugee agency. 

So far, June was considered the
deadliest month, with 35 civilians,
including children, killed in shelling
and missile attacks, said UNHRC.

The war has also displaced
around 170,000 people who used to
live in and around the city and the
surrounding province, also called
Marib, as well as two nearby
provinces, since the beginning of
2020, the UN said.

MISSILE KILLS
11 CIVILIANS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Oct 29: In a major
victory for H-1B employers, a fed-
eral court has approved a settlement
under which the US Citizenship
and Immigration Services has
agreed to qualify market research
analyst as a speciality occupation
for the purposes of  determining H-
1B visa application of  a foreign
professional.

Based on its prior interpreta-
tion of  the Occupational Outlook
Handbook — a Department of
Labor's Bureau of  Labor Statistics
publication profiling hundreds
of  occupations in the US job mar-
ket — the USCIS was determin-
ing that market research ana-
lysts did not qualify as a "specialty
occupation".

The settlement approved by the
federal district court in the
Northern District of  California
would now let companies request
that the USCIS reopen and re-ad-
judicate their  denied H-1B 
petitions.

"This settlement is an impor-
tant victory that will benefit hun-
dreds of  American businesses and
the market research analysts they
sought to employ," said Leslie K
Dellon, senior attorney (business
immigration) at the American
Immigration Council.

"The settlement gives US busi-
nesses another chance to have their
H-1B market research analyst pe-
titions approved — this time under
new guidance worked out by the
parties to the lawsuit. Each H-1B
petition reopened and approved
will represent another opportu-
nity for US employers and the
workers they sponsored to ad-
vance their business objectives,"
she said.

The class action lawsuit in this
regard was filed by the American
Immigration Council, American
Immigration Lawyers Association,
and the law firms Van Der Hout
LLP, Berry Appleman & Leiden
LLP (formerly Joseph & Hall P.C.),
and Kuck Baxter Immigration
LLC.

Jeff  Joseph, partner at Berry
Appleman & Leiden LLP, said this
settlement finally resolves an issue
on which immigration lawyers
have been battling the government
for years.

Major victory for 
H-1B employers

UK takes all nations off Covid red list

G20 leaders converge
in Rome amid security

The red list itself has not
been scrapped and will be

reviewed every three
weeks, with 

restrictions imposed 
in case of 

emerging Covid 
variant threats

AROUND 24 SHIPS HAVE RESURFACED AS A
RESULT OF THE UNDERWATER SEISMIC ACTIVITY

Modi holds talks 
with top EU leaders 
Rome: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Friday held wide-ranging
talks with the top leaders of the
European Union here during
which the two sides discussed
deepening the India-EU
friendship, particularly in areas
such as political and security
relations, trade, culture and the
environment. Prime Minister
Modi, who arrived here earlier in
the day to participate in the G20
Summit, began his official
engagements in Rome with a
“productive interaction” with
President of the European
Council Charles Michel and
President of the European
Commission Ursula von der
Leyen. "Official engagements in
Rome begin with a productive
interaction with @eucopresident
Charles Michel and
@vonderleyen, President of the
@EU_Commission. The leaders
discussed ways to enhance
economic as well as people-to-
people linkages aimed at
creating a better planet,” the
Prime Minister Office tweeted.

During the meeting, 
the US reiterated its 
commitment to stand
together with the 
people and Govt 
of India in the fight
against terrorism 

IMAGE CREDIT- YOUTUBE
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And we set quarterly records
in every geographic segment with
strong double-digit growth across the
board. During fiscal 2021, we earned
nearly one-third of our revenue from
emerging markets and doubled our
business in India and Vietnam
TIM COOK | CEO, APPLE

Reliance Jio Infocomm (Jio) has refused the
government’s moratorium on spectrum and
adjusted gross revenue (AGR) payments , becoming
the only telco to do so. Jio’s refusal comes at a time
when both rivals Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea (Vi
) have accepted both forms of moratorium

JIO REFUSES 4-YEAR
PAYMENT MORATORIUM
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HAL has a long-
standing
partnership

with Boeing and we
look forward to
strengthening our
association on
military and civil programmes. We
are prepared to collaborate with
Boeing to boost manufacturing
under the Atmanirbhar Bharat and
Make in India programmes

R MADHAVAN | CMD, HAL

of the
day uote 

We continue to
see meteoric
progress not

only as a business
but also in our efforts
to democratise
internet commerce
for everyone. Our employees 
have been at the forefront of 
driving this momentum

VIDIT AATREY | FOUNDER AND CEO, MEESHO

Our association
with CamCom
introduces our

customers to AI-
based car inspection
modules at our
service centres. It is a
valuable addition to our
bouquet of technologies

GAURAV GUPTA | CHIEF COMMERCIAL

OFFICER, MG MOTOR

GAIL net profit
doubles in Q2
New Delhi: GAIL Ltd, the nation’s
largest natural gas utility, Friday
reported more than doubling of
its net profit in the September
quarter after it again started
making money on gas
marketing. Net profit of `
2,862.95 crore, or `6.45 per
share, in July-September, was
131 per cent higher than
`1,239.67 crore, or `2.75 a share,
in the same period last fiscal,
according to the company’s
stock exchange filing.
Sequentially, net profit was up
87 per cent over `1,529.92 crore
earning in the April-June quarter
of the current fiscal.

Core sectors ouput
rises 4.4% in Sept 
Bangalore: The output of the
eight core infrastructure
sectors rose 4.4 per cent in
September 2021, compared to
the corresponding month last
year, government data
showed Friday, October 29.
The infrastructure output
witnessed a muted growth of
0.6 per cent in September 2020
when the pandemic hit
industrial activity across the
country. The eight core
industries consists of 40.27
per cent of the total weight of
the items included in the
industrial output or the Index
of Industrial Production (IIP).

HC dismisses
Future’s appeal
New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Friday declined Future
Group’s plea for stay on an
arbitration tribunal order
refusing to interfere with the
Emergency Award (EA), which
restrained it from going ahead
with the `24,731 crore merger
deal with Reliance Retail.
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait
sought response from US-
based e-commerce giant
Amazon which had challenged
the merger before the
Singapore arbitration tribunal
under SIAC, and listed the
appeals by Future Coupons
Pvt Ltd (FCPL) and Future
Retail Ltd (FRL) for further
hearing January 4.

ITC commits to
AWS standard
Mumbai: Multi business
conglomerate ITC Ltd has
become the first company in
India to announce its ambitious
target for 2035 to certify all of its
owned factories and hotels
operating in areas of high-water
stress to the International Water
Stewardship Standard (AWS
Standard). Alliance for Water
Stewardship (AWS) 
certification is considered as
the global benchmark 
for water stewardship. 

SHORT TAKES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29: Central
Institute of  Petrochemicals
Engineering & Technology’s CSTS,
Bhubaneswar and Mahanadi
Coalfields Limited (MCL),
Sambalpur signed two agreements
Friday for providing skill devel-
opment training to the youths from 
the peripheral  vil lages of  
mining areas. 

The MoU stated that 40 needy and
unemployed candidates from the 
operational areas of  MCL will  be

given two years of  ITI training
under MCL’s ‘Project-Uddan’ and
30 differently-abled candidates
under ‘Project-Sahyog’ will get free
training for six-months in Testing
& Quality control. 

On this occasion, GM (CSR)
Pranab Kumar Chakraborty on
behalf  of  MCL and PK Sahoo signed
the MoU. Jayant Kumar Das,
Administrative Officer of  CIPET,
Sujit Sen, GM (Civil) of  MCL and
Rohit Singh, Assistant Manager
were present during the signing
of  the agreements. 

PK Sahoo, Principal Director of
CIPET thanked MCL for the initia-
tive taken exclusively for Divyang to
undergo such training program
under MCL’s ‘Project-Sahyog’ and said
that a large number of  youth would
be trained in the coming days.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 29: UCO Bank
reported multi-fold jump in net
profit at `205.39 crore for the sec-
ond quarter ended September 2021
as bad loans fell. The Kolkata-head-
quartered public sector lender reg-
istered a net profit of  `30.12 crore
in the year-ago period.

Total income in July-September
2021-22 rose to ̀ 4,655.86 crore from
`4,327.13 crore in the year-ago pe-
riod,  UCO Bank said in a  
regulatory filing.

The bank improved on its bad as-
sets significantly as gross non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) fell to 8.98 per

cent at the end of  September 2021
quarter from 11.62 per cent by the
same period of  2020.

Value-wise, gross NPAs fell to
`10,909.79 crore as against ̀ 13,365.74
crore. Net NPAs (bad loans) stood
at 3.37 per cent (Rs 3,854.33 crore)
from 3.63  per cent  
(Rs 3,831.88 crore).

As the NPA proportions fell, the
bank’s provisions for bad loans
and contingencies for the quarter
also came down to `1,018.62 crore
from `1,301.10 crore marked for
the year-ago period.

UCO Bank stock was trading
0.95 per cent down at `14.54 
on BSE.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 29:The $4.1 billion
Godrej Group, spanning from soaps
and home appliances to real es-
tate, is headed for a split between
the brothers, sources aware of  the
matter said, citing external advice
the family has sought for an ami-
cable division of  the 124-year-old
conglomerate.

At present, the group is led by vet-
eran industrialist Adi Godrej (79),

who is its chairman. His brother
Nadir Godrej is the chairman of
Godrej Industries as well as Godrej
Agrovet. Their cousin Jamshyd N
Godrej is the chairman of  Godrej
& Boyce Manufacturing Company
Ltd, which is also the flagship firm
of  the conglomerate, one of  India’s
oldest business houses. 

When reached for comments, a
joint statement by the family said,

“The Godrej family has been work-
ing on a long-term strategic plan
for the group for the last few years
to ensure best value for its share-
holders.”

Without sharing further details,
the statement added, “As part of
this exercise, we have also sought
advice from external partners.
These discussions between the
family remain ongoing.”

People close to the family, in-
cluding bankers Nimesh Kampani
and Uday Kotak, along with well-
known personalities from the legal
field like  Zia Mody of  AZB &
Partners and Cyril Shroff, are re-
portedly being consulted by the
family for the exercise.

According to the group, around
23 per cent of  the promoter hold-
ing in Godrej Group is held in
trusts that invest in environment,
health and education spheres.

Among the major companies of
the group are the flagship unlisted
engineering firm Godrej & Boyce
Mfg Co Ltd and listed entities such
as Godrej Consumer Products Ltd,
Godrej Agrovet, Godrej Properties
and Godrej Industries Ltd.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 29: Shares of
Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corp pared most of  their
sharp early losses Friday, as the
government reversed its decision
to take 50% share of  the state-
owned company’s revenue from
convenience fees.

IRCTC plunged as much as 30%
in its sharpest intraday fall since
listing in 2019, wiping off  as much
as `219 billion ($2.93 billion) from
its market valuation, after the
Ministry of  Railways asked it
Thursday to share 50% of  revenue
earned from convenience fees from
Nov 1. But the stock pared most of
these losses after the Indian gov-
ernment withdrew its decision
earlier this morning.

“Ministry of  Railways has de-
cided to withdraw the decision on
IRCTC convenience fee,” the sec-
retary of  India’s Department of
Investment and Public Asset

Management said in a tweet.
IRCTC, the only firm authorised

by the Indian Railways to manage
food services on trains and offer on-
line railway ticket booking services,
earns a sizeable chunk of  its rev-
enues from convenience fee.

The company earned about ̀ 2.99
billion from convenience fees in
2020-21 or around 38% its revenue
from operations, according to its an-
nual report, in a year marred by
Covid-19’s hit to travel.

“This incident reveals the risks
that investing in public sector en-
terprises carry,” said Shriram
Subramanian, managing direc-
tor at corporate governance ad-
visory firm InGovern Research
Services.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 29: Unfazed by the
challenges posed by the Covid-19
pandemic, Swedish companies in-
tend to double their investment
in the next two years in India, ac-
cording to the 13th Business
Climate Survey (BCS).

The BCS, titled ‘Towards
Sustainable Growth’, is conducted
annually since 2008 by the Swedish
Chamber of  Commerce India
(SCCI), along with the Embassy
of  Sweden in India, the Consulate
General of  Sweden in Mumbai

and Business Sweden. It attempts
to understand the confidence of
Swedish companies in India, to
identify the obstacles and how
they can be reduced.

According to the survey’s find-
ings, in the coming year, 80 per
cent of  the companies project
their revenues to increase sig-
nificantly (34 per cent) or slightly
(46 per cent). This has starkly
changed when compared with
our interim survey in May 2020,
where only 28 per cent of  re-
spondents projected their rev-
enues would increase over the

coming 12 months, it noted.
Besides assessing the level of

green transition and innovation

ecosystem in the country, the sur-
vey also takes into account the in-
crease in job opportunities and

representation of  women in the
workforce in India as one of  the key
factors influencing business deal-

ings between the two nations.
Sweden and India’s bilateral co-

operation has grown even stronger
despite the pandemic, and Swedish
companies have repeatedly shown
that they have a long-term com-
mitment to India.

“I am therefore particularly proud
that the 2021-22 Business Climate
Survey (BCS) has received such a high
response rate and that it highlights
important areas such as green tran-
sition and women in the workforce,”
said Anna Hallberg, Swedish Minister
for Foreign Trade and Nordic Affairs
as quoted in a statement.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 29: The union
government’s fiscal deficit has
worked out to be `5.26 lakh crore
or 35 per cent of  the budget esti-
mates at the end of  September
2021, as per the data released by the
Controller General of  Accounts
(CGA) Friday. 

The deficit figures in the cur-
rent fiscal appear much better than
the previous financial year when
it had soared to 114.8 per cent of  the
estimates mainly on account of  a
jump in expenditure to deal with
the Covid-19 pandemic.

In absolute terms, the fiscal deficit
or gap between expenditure and
revenue was ̀ 5,26,851 crore at end
of  August, the CGA said. For the cur-
rent financial year, the government
expects the deficit at 6.8 per cent of
GDP or `15,06,812 crore.

As per the data, the central gov-
ernment’s total receipts stood at
`10.99 lakh crore or 55.6 per cent of
corresponding budget estimates
(BE) 2021-22 up to September, 2021.
The total receipts were 25.2 per
cent of  the BE of  2020-21 during the
corresponding period of  last 
financial year.

Of  the total receipts, the tax rev-
enue was `9.2 lakh crore or 59.6
per cent of  BE. The tax revenue was

only 28 per cent of  BE of  2020-21 in
the year ago period.

The CGA data further said cen-
tral government's total expendi-
ture at the end of  the first half
of  the fiscal year stood at `16.26
lakh crore or 46.7 per cent of  
current fiscal's BE.

Of  the total expenditure, out
of  `13,96,666 crore was on rev-
enue account and `2,29,351 crore

was on capital account. Out of  the
total revenue expenditure, ̀ 3,63,757
crore was on account of  interest pay-
ments and ̀ 1,80,959 crore is on ac-
count of  major subsidies.

The fiscal deficit for 2020-21
was 9.3 per cent of  the gross do-
mestic product (GDP), better than
9.5 per cent projected in the revised
estimates  in  the  budg et  in
February.

Swedish cos to double money over next 2 years: Survey
SWEDEN AND INDIA’S BILATERAL COOPERATION HAS GROWN EVEN STRONGER DESPITE THE PANDEMIC, AND SWEDISH 

COMPANIES HAVE REPEATEDLY SHOWN THAT THEY HAVE A LONG-TERM COMMITMENT TO INDIA

Fiscal deficit touches 
35% of annual target

FOR THE CURRENT FINANCIAL YEAR, THE GOVERNMENT EXPECTS
THE DEFICIT AT 6.8 PER CENT OF GDP OR `15,06,812 CRORE

As per the data, the
central government’s

total receipts stood at
`10.99 lakh crore or 55.6

per cent of
corresponding budget

estimates (BE) 2021-22
up to September, 2021

The total receipts were 25.2 per cent of the BE
of 2020-21 during the corresponding period of
last financial year

Of the total receipts, the tax revenue was `9.2
lakh crore or 59.6 per cent of BE. The tax
revenue was only 28 per cent of BE of 2020-21
in the year ago period

IRCTC stock recovers
after Railways Ministry
withdraws fee decision

IRCTC was trading at    
`859.25 down almost 6 per
cent while it recovered
from the morning lows

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

San Francisco, Oct 29: After
Apple missed earnings expecta-
tions, Microsoft Friday overtook the
tech giant in market cap, making
it the world’s most valuable publicly-
traded company.

According to CNBC, Microsoft
had a market cap of  more than
$2.47 trillion while Apple’s stood at
about $2.42 trillion.

Apple reported revenue that fell
short of  Wall Street expectations
during the company’s fiscal fourth-
quarter Thursday, a result of  sup-
ply chain constraints.

CEO Tim Cook told CNBC that
the revenue shortfall is estimated
at $6 billion, but he expects worse
supply chain issues in the December
quarter.

iPhone sales at the company
were up 47 per cent year-over-year
but also fell short of  analyst ex-
pectations. The company’s fourth-
quarter only included a few days
of  iPhone 13 sales.

Microsoft beat revenue expec-
tations during its fiscal first quar-
ter, which climbed about 22 per
cent YoY. That was the fastest
growth since 2018, CNBC previ-
ously reported.

Apple was the first company to
reach a $1 trillion and $2 trillion
market cap. It became the world’s
most valuable publicly-traded com-
pany when it surpassed state oil
giant Saudi Aramco in market cap
last year. Microsoft last surpassed
Apple in market cap in 2020 as the
pandemic wreaked havoc on 
supply chains, the report said.

Microsoft overtakes
Apple as world’s
most valuable firm

Godrej Group headed for family split
According to a

report, the group is
looking for a 

complete large-scale
division between two
groups -- one led by
Adi and Nadir, and

the other by Jamshyd
and his sister Smitha

Godrej Crishna

UCO Bank net profit
jumps to `205cr in Q2

n IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS, COMPANIES
REPORT THAT THEY HAVE INVESTED IN
TOTAL $2 BILLION IN INDIA. IN THE
COMING TWO YEARS, SWEDISH
COMPANIES REPORT THAT THEY WILL
INVEST CLOSE TO $1 BILLION IN INDIA

n THIS YEAR, THE QUESTIONNAIRE WAS
SENT TO 210 SWEDISH COMPANIES
ESTABLISHED IN INDIA. OUT OF THESE,
190 RESPONDED, RENDERING A RESPONSE
RATE OF 90 PER CENT

BIZ BUZZ
Smartphone made by
Google, Jio at `6,499 
Bangalore: India’s Reliance Industries
said Friday the low-cost smartphone
made by its Jio telecom business and
Alphabet Inc’s Google will be
available in stores from this festive
season of Diwali for `6,499 ($86.81).
The smartphone will be available for an upfront price of
`1,999 and the rest can be paid via monthly instalments,
Reliance said in a regulatory filing. The phone’s pricing is
expected to shake-up the lower end of India’s
smartphone market, the world’s second biggest. Jio also
aims to use the phone to poach 2G users from rivals
Vodafone Idea Ltd and Bharti Airtel Ltd. 

Nykaa IPO subscribed 4.82 
times on day 2 of offer
New Delhi: The initial share-sale of FSN E-Commerce
Ventures Ltd, which runs online marketplace for
beauty and wellness products Nykaa, was
subscribed 4.82 times Friday, the Day 2 of
subscription. The `5,352-crore IPO received bids for
12,77,48,892 shares as against 2,64,85,479 shares on
offer, according to an update on the NSE. The
category for qualified institutional buyers (QIBs)
received 4.72 times subscription, while those for
non-institutional investors 4.17 times and retail
individual investors (RIIs) 6.32 times. The initial
share-sale of FSN E-Commerce Ventures was fully
subscribed on the first day of subscription Thursday.

CIPET signs MoU with MCL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 29:State Bank
of  India, Utkal University Campus
Branch, has provided 40 sanitiser
machines and liquid to various de-
partments of  the university. 

Though the Covid-19 situation in
the city is under control now, SBI
has come forward to help the PG
students during their offline classes
which will be commencing soon. 

On the occasion, Vidya Krishnan,
Chief  General Manager of  SBI,
Bhubaneswar Circle, handed over
the machines to Sabita Acharya, Vice
Chancellor, Utkal University.  Other
dignitaries of  SBI like Shri Anand
Bikram, DGM, Zone-1 and  Bhupadev
Pradhan, RM, region-4 were present.
Sonny Mohapatra, CM, Utkal
University Campus Branch conducted
the programme.

SBI gives sanitiser
machines, liquid 
to Utkal University



Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

P12
SATURDAY | OCTOBER 30 | 2021 | BHUBANESWAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 29: World No.1 para
shuttler Pramod Bhagat says he
won’t rest on his past laurels and
continue to strive hard for more suc-
cess on international circuit after
being recommended for the pres-
tigious Major Dhyan Chand Khel
Ratna award.

The 33-year-old Bhagat was one
of  the 11 athletes who were nomi-
nated for the country’s highest
sporting honour by the selection
committee after his gold-medal
winning feat in SL3 singles category
at Tokyo Paralympics.

“This is like an icing on the cake
especially after winning the first
gold medal in Paralympics for
Indian Badminton. This award
will only motivate me to work and
strive harder and keep pushing
myself,” said Bhagat, who won the
Arjuna Award in 2019.

“I feel my career has just started
and I have a long way to go and I
am not complacent and not ready
to rest on my laurels.”

Bhagat is one of  the best para
shuttlers in the country with 45
international medals to his name,
including four World Championship
gold medals and a gold and a bronze
in 2018 Asian Para Games.

WON’T REST ON
MY LAURELS:
SAYS BHAGAT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Paris, Oct 29: India’s double
Olympic medallist P V Sindhu con-
tinued her impressive run at the
French Open badminton tourna-
ment by sailing into the women’s
singles semifinals with a straight-
game win over Thailand’s Busanan
Ongbamrungphan here Friday.

Sindhu, seeded third, scripted a
convincing 21-14, 21-14 win over
eighth seeded in 38 minutes to ex-
tend her dominating head-to-head
record against the Thai to 14-1.
The 26-year-old from Hyderabad
had beaten Busanan at Denmark
Open also, last week.

The World No.7 Indian will now

cross swords with Japan’s World
No.15 Sayaka Takahashi in the last
four Saturday. Sindhu, the reigning
World Champion, had defeated
Denmark’s Line Christophersen,
ranked 24th in the world 21-19, 21-
9 late Thursday night to enter the
quarters.

However, young Lakshya Sen’s
fine run ended in the men’s singles
quarterfinal after he lost 17-21, 15-
21 to Korea’s Heo Kwanghee in 43
minutes. Men’s doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty also couldn’t cross
the quarterfinal hurdle, losing 21-
18, 18-21, 17-21 to fourth seeded
Malaysian combine of  Aaron Chia
and Soh Wooi Yik.

Sindhu enters semis,
Lakshya goes down

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Oct 29: Australian opener
David Warner did a Cristiano
Ronaldo during the ongoing T20
World Cup here as he removed
Coca Cola bottles placed in front of
him during a press conference for
a brief  while.

Just before the start of  the press
conference after he guided Australia
to a seven-wicket win over Sri Lanka
here Thursday, Warner grabbed
the two soft drink bottles lying in
front of  him and said with a smile,
“Can I remove these? Though I have
to put it there. If  it’s good enough
for Cristiano, it’s good enough for
me. That’s right,” he added while put-
ting the two bottles back.

Ronaldo’s act of  removing the soft
drink during a  European
Championships press conference
reportedly cost the global beverage
giant a whopping USD 4 billion.

The footage of  Warner removing
the bottles attracted considerable
social media attention but any fi-
nancial fallout is not known yet.

A well-known fitness enthusi-
ast, Ronaldo set aside two Coca-
Cola glass bottles which lay in front
of  him during a press conference
ahead of  Portugal’s opening Euro
match against Hungary.

The 36-year-old striker picked
up a bottle of  water saying “Agua!”
in Portuguese, seemingly urging
people to choose water over aerated
drinks.

Warner does a CR7
at press conference

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sharjah, Oct 29: Defending cham-
pions West Indies kept alive their
slender hopes of  making the semi-
finals while virtually knocking
Bangladesh out of  the T20 World
Cup with a narrow three-run win
here Friday.

Asked to set a target for the third
consecutive time in the tourna-
ment, West Indies posted 142/7
with Nicholas Pooran’s knock (40,
22b, 1x4, 4x6) being the highlight of
their innings. Roston Chase (39),
making his T20 international debut,
was the other chief  contributor

with the bat.
In reply, Bangladesh could man-

age 139/5 in 20 overs as all West in-
dies bowlers picked one wicket
each. With no points from three
matches, Bangladesh are out of
the tournament, while West Indies
can still sneak into the semifinals,
provided they win their remaining
matches and other results go in
their favour.

Bangladesh began the chase on
a poor note,  losing openers
Mohammad Naim (17) and Shakib
Al Hasan (9), who was limping, in
the first six overs. But they grad-
ually picked up the momentum

with wicketkeeper-batter Liton
Das (44, 43b, 4x4) taking the ini-
tiative. 

With 50 needed off  the last six
overs with six wickets in hand,
skipper Mahmudullah (31 n o,
24b, 2x4, 1x6) and Das looked to be
in control, converting ones into
twos while also hitting bound-
aries regularly. 

Dwayne Bravo (1/36) produced a
conducive 17th over, giving away just
three runs and proved his mettle by
getting rid of  Das in his final ball.

Needing 13 of  the last over,
Mahmudullah failed to clear the
boundary even once despite being
dropped by substitute Andre
Fletcher in the fourth ball to bring
down the equation to four off  the
last ball.

But Andre Russell (1/29) bowled
a gem of  a final delivery full out-
side the off  stump, denying
Mahmudullah any chance to free
his arms to seal a close win for
West Indies. 

Earlier, West Indies were strug-
gling at 32/3 in the seventh over. Off-
spinner Mahedi Hasan (2/27) did
most of  the damage. Kieron Pollard
(14 n o) and Chase tried to repair
the innings before the skipper re-
tired ill in the 13th over.

In the very next ball, Andre
Russell (0) was run out. However,
Pooran’s counter-attacking play
and an unbeaten 5-ball 15-run cameo
from Jason Holder took WI past
140-run mark. Shoriful Islam (2/20)
bowled well for Bangladesh.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Oct 29: Skipper Babar
Azam hit a composed 51 (47b, 4x4)
while Asif  Ali hit four sixes in the
penultimate over as Pakistan com-
pleted a hat-trick of  victories in
the T20 World Cup (World T20)
with a five-wicket win over
Afghanistan in a Super 12 Group
2 match, here Friday.   

Skipper Mohammad Nabi (35 n
o) and Gulbadin Naib’s (35 n o) un-
beaten knocks in a splendid rear-
guard action had steered
Afghanistan to a competitive 147/6
after they were gasping at 76/6.

Pakistan overhauled the target
in 19 overs, a victory which con-
solidated their top spot in the points
table and enhanced their semifinal
chances with minnows Scotland
and Namibia up next for them.

His side needing 24 runs from the
last two overs, Asif  finished the
job in 19th over, bowled by Karim
Janat (0/48) .  Pakistan lost
Mohammad Rizwan (8) to Mujeeb
Ur Rahman (1/14) early in their
chase but Azam and Fakhar Zaman
(30) kept the innings under con-
trol with their 63-run stand.

World’s top leg-spinner Rashid
Khan (2/26) carried Afghanistan’s

hopes and got rid of  Mohammad
Hafeez (10) to complete century of
wickets in the T20Is before dis-
missing Babar in his final delivery
of  his spell. In between Shoaib
Malik (19) played a handy knock.

Earlier, Pakistan’s expansive at-
tack dominated the proceedings
but Nabi and Naib seized the mo-
mentum with their lion-hearted
effort under pressure. They added
71 runs in 7.1 overs with 43 coming
in the last three overs.

However, initially Shaheen
Afridi’s (1/22) probing yorkers,
Haris Rauf ’s (1/37) variation and
the control of  Imad Wasim (2/25)
and Shadab Khan (1/22) tested the
batters of  Afghanistan, who opted
to bat. Other than Nabi and Naib,
only Najibullah Zadran (22) went
past 20-run mark.

BRIEF SCORES
Afghanistan 147/6 

(Mohammad Nabi 35 n o,
Gulbadin Naib 35 n o, Najibullah

Zadran 22; Imad Wasim 2/25,
Shaheen Afridi 1/22, 
Shadab Khan 1/22) 

lost to Pakistan 148/5 
(Babar Azam 51, Fakhar Zaman
30, Asif  Ali 25 n o; Rashid Khan
2/26, Mujeeb Ur Rahman 1/14)

by 5 wickets.

Pakistan beat Afghans,
inch closer to last four

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Belgrade, Oct 29: Asian
champion Sanjeet (92kg)
defeated Russia’s
Andrei Stotskii in a
thoroughly entertaining
contest to enter the pre-
quarterfinals, while
Akash Kumar
(54kg) got a
walkover
into
that

stage on a good day for Indians
at the AIBA Men’s World Boxing
Championships here Friday.

Akash advanced after his
German opponent Omar Salah
Ibrahim fell ill and gave him a
walkover here on Friday. He
will face Puerto Rico’s Pagan
Caleb Tirado in the last 16 stage. 

Varinder had to pull out of  his
60kg category bout due to

high fever but he tested
negative for COVID-
19. Sanjeet put up
quite a show in the
4-1 win over
Stotskii, who
was not a
pushover by
any measure. 

The Indian,
however, was
the more at-

tacking of  the
two, at least in the

first two rounds. Sanjeet
displayed some flam-
boyance to go with his
skills, dropping his
guard completely to
taunt Stotskii on more
than one occasion. The
two exchanged blows

but also smiled frequently at each
other, fighting at a languid but en-
gaging pace. 

Late last night, Akash Sangwan
(67kg) recorded a confident 4-1 vic-
tory against German pugilist Daniel
Krotter to also enter the pre-quar-
terfinals. The 21-year-old will square
off  against Cuban boxer Kevin
Brown.

In a late night bout,
Nishant Dev (71kg)
w i l l  s q u a re  o f f
against Mauritian
Merven Clair, also
looking to secure
a pre-quarterfi-
nal berth.

Saturday,
five-time
Asian medal-
list Shiva Thapa
(63.5kg) will be in
action alongside three
other Indians. Thapa will
fight Sierra Leone’s John
Brown in the round of
32. Sumit (75kg) will
take on Tajikistan’s
Abdumalik Boltaev,
while Sachin (80kg)
will  open against
American Robby

Gonzales. Govind
Sahani (48kg) will
compete in the pre-
quarterfinals

against Georgia’s
Sakhil

Alakhverdovi. 

Sanjeet, Akash in last 16 
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WI virtually knock B’desh out

Nicolas Pooran (with gloves) leads the team off after the narrow win
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