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UNIQUE COMBINATION

Actor Shruti Haasan, 35, is set to romance megastar

Chiranjeevi,

an upcoming project

66, on-screen, for the first time, in
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o —— PM invites Pope Francis to India

VATICAN CITY: Prime Minister Narendra Modi Saturday said he had a "very
warm meeting" with Pope Francis and discussed a wide range of issues,
; including the Covid-19 pandemic and the challenge posed by climate

Consensual sex with
major no offence:
Allahabad High Court

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Prayagraj, Oct 30: The Allahabad
High Court, while rejecting the
bail plea of a gangrape accused
Saturday; held that consensual sex
with amajor is not an “offence” but
is “unethical, immoral, and against
established Indian tradition”.

Dismissing the bail plea of one of
the four accused, Justice Rahul
Chaturvedi said that it was the duty
of the man, claiming to be the minor’s
boyfriend, to protect her when she was
being sexually assaulted.

“The moment the applicant sub-
mits that the victim is his beloved,
it becomes his binding duty to pro-
tect the dignity, honour and repu-
tation of his girlfriend. If a girl is

}major, then having sex with her
consent is not an offence, but cer-
tainly it is unethical and immoral,
and also not in consonance with
the established social norms of the
Indian society,” he said. The court
termed the act of the applicant
“highly deplorable and unbecoming
of aboyfriend”.

On February 19, the victim had
gone for her stitching class and spo-
ken to her boyfriend Raju and they
both planned to meet. Later; they met
at a secluded place near a river. It
was here that the three other per-

change, with the head of the Roman Catholic church and also invited the
Pontiff to visit India at an early date. Modi, who is the first Indian Prime
Minister to meet Francis since he became Pope in 2013, also tweeted
pictures of him embracing Pope Francis. "Had a very warm meeting with
Pope Francis. | had the opportunity to discuss a wide range of issues with
him and also invited him to visit India,” Modi tweeted after the historic

. meeting. In June 2000, late Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee had last
visited the Vatican and met the then Pope, His Holiness John Paul Il.

SUDANESE DECRY COUP

Thousands of Sudanese pour into streets chanting
‘revolution, revolution’ to protest against the

military takeover

INTERNATIONAL | (P10

BMC eases cap on social gatherings

) BHUBANESWAR: The Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation
3 (BMC) Saturday allowed further relaxation on the number of

guests attending marriage ceremonies, funerals and other
ceremonial functions in the Capital city from 50 to 250 now. Ina
fresh order issued Saturday, the civic body withdrew the
restrictions related to gathering and the total number of persons
to be allowed in functions related to marriage/death
rituals/thread ceremony within its limit. In a bid to contain the
= spread of pandemic during Durga Puja, the BMC earlier,

« October 5, had limited the maximum number of people attending
public gathering to only 50 within its jurisdiction.

Chinks in Assembly security

B The accused duo
accompanied the complainant
and his son to Treasury on
Assembly premises to
deposit 325 lakh for
registering their firm

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: The arrest
of the two conmen by the Economic
Offence Wing (EOW) of the state po-
lice has exposed the loopholes in se-
curity arrangements at high- sen-
sitive zones like the Odisha
Legislative Assembly as the ac-
cused had easy access to such places.

The fraudsters were also found
to have contacts in other vital gov-
ernment offices. EOW sources
Saturday claimed to have arrested
the two fraudsters for imperson-
ating senior state government of-
ficers and cheating a businessman
and his son of 31.17 crore.

Based on a complaint filed by
Rikab Chand Munot alias Mukesh

CONMEN’S ARREST

Amit

Suryamani

Jain, proprietor of M/s Rashtriya
Stainless Steel, the EOW arrested
Suryamani Tripathy and Amit
Kumar from Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar, respectively, said
EOW SP Dillip Kumar Tripathy.

The accused were forwarded to
the court of SDJM, Bhubaneswar.

The EOW SP said accused Rajesh
Gahlot, Suryamani and Amit im-
personated themselves as the of-
ficers of RAW, IAS and the state
works department respectively
and duped Mukesh Jain and his son
of 1.17 crore with the help of alady
who impersonated a lady treasury
officer at the Assembly.

They cheated the complainant

and his son on the pretext of ar-
ranging big government work or-
ders/contracts. In 2017, Mukesh
came in contact with Gahlot, who
introduced himself as an officer
of RAW claiming several IAS offi-
cers of Odisha were his friends,
said the SP. Gahlot, who is ab-
sconding now, introduced the com-
plainant and his son Akshay to ac-
cused Suryamani at Odisha Niwas,
Chanakyapuri, in New Delhi as
an IAS officer, posted as additional
secretary in the Public Works de-
partment (PWD).

InJanuary 2018, after being called
upon by Suryamani for executing
agreement with PWD, pertaining to
work orders in favour of com-
plainant’s firm, Mukesh & his son
came to EIC office where Suryamani
introduced another accused Amit
as an executive engineer working
with PWD, the SP further said. Both
Suryamani and Amit took the Jains
to Bhubaneswar court and pre-
pared the agreements on stamp pa-
pers and got the documents /agree-
ment papers purportedly signed

by assistant engineer in the office
of EIC (Civil), he said.

The EOW found that the accused
duo accompanied the complainant
and his son to the government
Treasury inside the Assembly prem-
ises to deposit 25 lakh for register-
ing their firm. This has raised ques-
tions as to how the accused were
allowed entry to such high-sensitive
zone without any check. The Jain duo
paid cash of 25 lakh to one lady,
who hasbeen introduced as Treasury
officer. Inreturn, Suryamani handed
over afake Treasury receipt in respect
of 25 lakh to the complainant.
Tripathy handed over two fake work
orders worth %3 crore and 34 crore
March 15, 2018. The complainants
sought information under RTI about
the accused and the work orders
given to them before they realised that
they had been duped.

Police found that Suryamani
has been working as a clerk in the
office of the Directorate of
Technical Education & Training,
Cuttack, whereas Amit Kumar is
unemployed.

INDIA FACE KIWIS

M Virat Kohli’s men face New Zealand test in
k!  avirtually must-win match at the ICC
T20 World Cup today
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Aryan back home after 26
days in Mumbai prison

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Oct 30: Aryan Khan,
son of superstar Shah Rukh Khan,
walked out of the Arthur Road
prison, after spending 26 days in the
central Mumbai facility following
his arrest during a drugraid on a
cruise ship off the city coast.
The 23-year-old, arrested October
3 by the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB), walked out of the prison at
11amand got into a waiting car; which
reached his home Mannat in subur-
ban Bandra shortly after 11:30am.
Aryan came out of the prison a day
after a special court issued his release

memo. He was granted bail by the
Bombay High Court Thursday. Shah
Rukh Khan's actor-friend Juhi Chawla
stood as surety for the 23-year-old
before the special court, designated
to hear cases related to the NDPS.
However, he had to be in jail Friday
as bail orders couldn’t reach the jail
authorities by 5:30pm.

Meanwhile, a special court here
Saturday granted bail to alleged
drug peddler Aachit Kumar and
eight others who were arrested by the
NCB following a raid on the cruise
ship. Of the 20 persons arrested by
the NCB after the raid October 2, as
many as 14 have got bail so far.
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FUEL PRICE HIKE FOR 4TH DAY IN A ROW =

New Delhi: Petrol and diesel prices were
hiked for the fourth consecutive day Saturday
after a two-day pause across the country.

The latest increase that follows the

unrelenting hike in international oil prices
has pushed pump rates across the country to

PETROL
DIESEL

%109.96 (+0.35)
%106.62 (+0.38)

their highest-ever levels. Petrol and diesel prices were again hiked by 35 paise
per litre each, according to a price notification of state-owned fuel retailers.

State waives MV tax

sons came, abused and beat the ap- = J \b o
plicant, and committed the crime. ° ° \ = o i N . /
}On February 20, an FIR was lodged O i y 3
e N CICCITIC VENCICS | SRADHANJALI )
W The state will provide 15% subsid p—
IRREGULAR by MANJUL ™ Testatenwill provide [ subsidy _ _
a maximurm of 35000 for two Your Foot prints, your wisdom
CLIMATE wheelers, 10,000 for three-wheelers,
CHANGE and 50,000 for four-wheelers — | Wi" alwa S ins ire and uide us
SUMMIT on the base price ( Y P g )
% ' : There’s no alternative path to succeed in life without
b POST NEWS NETWORK ment of such fees.
On the advice of NITI Aayog, the 1
Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: Inaccordance  state government had notified the the ethlcal Standards taught by YOU -
with the Odisha Electric Vehicle Policy,  Electric Vehicle Policy; 2021 in September
2021, the state Commerce and Transport ~ this year. Under the policy, the gov-
department Saturday issued the official ~ ernment has proposed to extend fi-
notification for 100 per cent exemp-  nancial incentives for manufacturing
tion of Motor Vehicle (MV)taxesand  industries, buyers, scrapping along ~ -
, . registration fees on electric vehicles. with interest subvention in loans, waiv- ~ ~
1 guess climate is good. “The state government in exercise  ingof road tax & registration fees dur-
You see, | spend most of my of the powers conferred under the  ing the policy period (five years). It e -
time on a plane! Odisha Motor Vehicles Taxation Act,  has also decided to give incentives L )
1975, do hereby allow 100% exemp-  under the Startup Policy. d = =
tion of Motor Vehicles taxes and also As per the policy, the state will pro- & =F
registration fees in respect of alltypes  vide 15 per cent subsidy — a maxi-
WEATHER of battery operated vehicles (electric ~ mum of 35,000 for two wheelers, 10,000
vehicles) during the policy period, for three-wheelers, and 50,000 for four- g y 4
BHUB CTK i.e.upto December 31,2025,” readthe ~ wheelers — on the base price. - =
0 o~ U4y notification. The state government employees
% wx 320°C 320°C % i\ The Ministry of Road Transport &  can avail 100 per cent interest-free loans
avn 230°C: 220°C Highways, in August 2021, had pub-  for purchasing EVs in the state. A sub-
Humidity  70% 70% Forecast lished a gazette notification on the  sidy of 10 per cent (maximum limit of
. _ : Partly amended the Central Motor Vehicle  %4lakh per vehicle) will be provided to KAMALJ
Rainfall Nl Nil cloudy sky Rules, 1989 where the battery operated  the buyers for passenger buses regis- SHRI EET SINGH AI_IL['IWALIA
vehicles have been exempted frompay-  tered in the state. (Chairman, KJS Group)
You will remain forever in our hearts as a guiding spirit.
B Keeping 1.5° Celsius warming China, the largest global emitter
level within reach will call for gégﬁltlguse gases, has set a 2060 May the noble soul of great this visionary
meaningful and effective Overall, the fifth draft produced : :
actions by member countries does not seem to have toughened up rest m peace in the hC&VCHly abode.
the language on climate action com-
REUTERS pared with previous versions, and in .
some areas it has slightly softened it.
Rome, Oct 30: Leaders of the Group . . 25 : The G20 bloc, which includes Brazil,
of 20 (G20) major economies willsay  Paris Agreement goal tohold theglobal ~ China, India, Germany and the US, On behalf of All Employees of J
they aim to cap global warmingatthe average temperature increase well —accounts for more than 80 per cent of -
1.5 degrees Celsius level what sci- below 2°C and to pursue efforts to  the world's gross domestic product M /S. Shrl J agannath Steels & Power Ltd,
entists say is vital to avoid disaster, limititto 1.5°C above pre-industriallev-  (GDP), 60 per cent of its population S
but will largely avoid firm commit- els,” the draft says. and an estimated 80 per cent of global M/s. Viraj Steel and Energy Pvt. Ltd.
ments, according to a draft state- The statement also says the lead-  greenhouse gas emissions. Keeping : M K P E
ment seen by Reuters. ers recognised the key relevance of  1.5° Celsius within reach will require S a ee nte rises
The joint statement on theneed for ~ achieving net zero carbon emissions  meaningful and effective actions by &_b / 4 y l’p
climate action reflects tough negotia- by the middle of this century. Thisis all countries, the latest draft says. 3 ;
tions among diplomats as the leaders  a goal that United Nations expertssay ~ That compares with a previous draft T e N
gathered for a two-day summitinRome,  isneeded to achieve the 1.5degreecap  which said immediate action was - '\ f‘ —
but the draft details afew concreteac-  on warming, but some of the world's needed, reflecting the painstaking
tions to limit carbon emissions. biggest polluters have still not com-  discussions over wording involved
“Weremain committed tothe (2015)  mitted to it. in climate diplomacy.
o0 © ( J ) oo ©
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~ =~ Telugu’s most loved
- actor, megastar
Chiranjeevi, is cur-
rently busy with a
handful of movies.

JAMIE DORNAN USED TO LIE
ABOUT HIS MODELLING JOB

Actor Jamie Dornan used to lie about his modelling
career when he met girls because he was
embarrassed. The 39-year-old actor struggled with the
“energy” and the “vanity” of his former career and
admitted when he used to meet women, he’d pretend
he had a different job, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

i
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Shruti to romance Chiranjeevi in next!

Haasan(35) is being considered
as the female lead for
Chiranjeevi(66)’s interesting up-
coming project.

Tentatively titled #Megal54,
the movie is to be directed by

HARINGTON DIDN'T HEAR
OF ETERNALS CHARACTER

dotted line for this movie, this
would be the first movie she col-
laborates with Chiru.

The movie Mega154is all set to
be launched with a formal pooja
ceremony in November, as per

Actor Kit Harington, who stars as Dane
Whitman/Black Knight in the new Marvel
Cinematic Universe film Eternals, says he
didn’t know much about his alter ego,
although he was attracted to the part by
the “essence of the character”.

~m k

Untimely exits leave

family, fans stunned

life. Today could be a significant day for With interestingmovies  Bobby. the current reports. Soon, the

oL, and Ga”e.slhatf_ﬁ;’.'ses’\x"k' not tg for- in the pipeline, the senior The reports suggest that the  movie is to go on the floors. Touted .

e ot hers fon cap booflt actor hasexpertdirectors  makers are trying to bring in  to bean out and out mass masala Actor Sidharth Shukla, who became a household

in the line to direct him. Sh.rut@ Hgas an to romance entertainelj, Bobby is_to bying out name with the TV serial ‘Balika Vadhuw’ before his
------------------------------- As per the latest buzz, Chiranjeevi. Itistobenotedthat, the mass side of Chiranjeevi as . . . s .
B TAURUS E South Indian actress Shruti  if Shruti ends up signingon the  promised to his fans. AN stint on reallty show ‘Bigg Boss that saw his
i,] popularity go through the roof, suffered a fatal

Professionals in all spheres [ ? ;

of work are due for a field = DIWALI SPECI AL y h ' heart attack at the age Of 40

day today. The day will be i

particularly outstanding for
Administrators and executives are likely
to get richer by the end of the day. Even if
you are engaged in some other work, you
will stand out and get noticed for your
overall excellence. Businessmen can
expect to get into new partnerships and
joint ventures. This is a very auspicious
day for launching new projects.

. Ashiit, Naaz team

annada star Puneeth
KRajkumar’s demise at the

age of 46 following a heart
attack is the latest this year ina
series of sudden deaths of peo-
ple in their prime, leaving be-
hind stunned families and many

it up to surprise fans

BHUBANESWAR: Actor Ashiit
Kumar Patra of cine play Sakharam
Binder fame is set to gift Tume Mo
Sahita Achha, a sensuous music

questions, often unanswered, of
exactly why and how.

Shocking those who knew him
and his cinema, and even those
that didn’t, Puneeth, a known
fitness enthusiast, was rushed to

H GEMINI

You need to break free from ";
the shackles of your daily |

music video based on
the fourth night ro-
mance. The visuals
will be shot in scenic

get to stick to social norms, though.

H LIBRA r ‘
Lady Luck offers you a
mixed bag today, so expect ‘k ‘k
anything and everything.

You may also develop a knack for point-
ing out others' mistakes, while turning a

it helps youngsters to resonate
with golden hits.

Kumar Sanu appeared on the
Zee Comedy Show as a spe-
cial guest. While the mu-
sician entertained every-
one with his songs, he
also shared some inter-
esting stories and spicy

the show.

He said: “I feel remixes are
great, I really like them. In fact,
remixes and recreations have
been happening for a long time
now and I feel our songs are being
much more appreciated now. If
they are being remixed it means
they are good enough to be con-

know who sang these songs or
never heard the evergreen songs,
are getting to know and hear
them. I remember Honey Singh
added his style to Dheere Dheere
Se Meri Zindagi Mein Aana and
some people didn’t appreciate it.
But I really liked it and I feel
remixes are key for youngsters to

routine. Trying to finish all album, to the fans this locations of a Bangalore hospital after he
!r/g:ftgajﬁ:;F;g;!rfyuwfosr?ce%'me;’;'ggge“’e k\ Diwali. Bengali o ) complained of chest pain fol-
your time creatively is the best way to : \ beauty Naazplays PERD W lowlng a two'ho‘.lr WprkO}lt
beat the stress. Talking to your elders ~ ‘, thefemale lead. . . Friday, doctors treating him said.
is a good way to calm your shot nerves, Ananya ;
says Ganesha. Sritam
....................................... Nanda and Puneeth Rajkumar
Kuldeep ES
B CANCER have lent o heart attack at the age of 40.
Your social prestige will o} their voice o Ashesh Dhar, a senior Tata
up. People will praise your to the song 3| Motors executive, also died of a
personality traits and try to written by " ¥ heart attack July 24. A non-
emulate you. You will be a role model, Ashiit, smoker, marathon runner and a
o st s i ety whie : regular at the gy, th S year
Baidyanath November 1, old religiously followed his health
....................................... 2 Dash scores the says Ashiit, who regimen.
B LEO ?l, music. Directed by isnow busy filming Sidharth Shukla Another B-town name, film-
. Sunil Patnaik, the video Odia movie Kedar Goursi, maker Raj Kaushal (50), who -
} You will try to take up new & Wwillbereleasedonthe YouTube an adaptation of Nothingmoreisknown of the  helmed Pyaar Mein Kabhi Kabhi | ~
projects to the best of your _ channel of Brajalaxmi Movies. ~Kabibara Radhanath underlying causesleadingtohis  and Shaadi Ka Laddoo, died just
:gigt;(e)sst(::‘(jlgsmﬁyv{!likﬁ allyour tasks . “It’s a very different video  Ray'siconic poem death. Before him, Ahmedabad-  assuddenly June 30. He is survived
today. You will face a lttle instability in W% with a unique concept. This  of the same based Saurashtra batter AviBarot, by his wife, actor-TV presenter,
your personal relationships, but will be Mwill perhaps be the first Odia  name. PNN aformer India Under-19captain ~ Mandira Bediand their two chil-
able to solve all issues successfully, and amember of theRanjiTrophy  dren, son Vir and daughter Tara.
says Ganesha. winning team in the 2019-20 sea- Gujarati and Hindi film actor
....................................... ‘RE D 1 I > ; I :S ARE ( ; RE A‘ ! I ' son, died October 16followinga  Amit Mistry, known for starring
cardiac arrest. He was only 29. in films like Shor In The City,
H VIRGO , September 2, actor andmodel  Yarnla Pagla Deewana and Amazon
Opening up to your beloved a‘ Sidharth Shukla, who became  Prime Videoseries Bandish Bandits
about your whims and fan- -7 9 a household name with the TV met the same fate. He died fol-
cies as well as your goals <t serial Balika Vadhu before his  lowingacardiacarrest April 23. The
shall be the key today. And, why not, stint on reality show Bigg Boss  47-year-old, who had no underly-
urges Ganesha. Your intimate relations . ; . . 2 e . X
should be built on trust and mutual com- . o . that saw his popularity go  ingmedical condition, is survived
patibility. Your energy levels will hit the MUMBAL: Singer Kumar Sanu Hetalked about hisopinionon  remixes of some songs, the through the roof, suffered afatal by his mother. PTI
sky. Make the most of this spurt by finish- does not mind songrecreationsas ~ song remixes, while he was on  younger generation who didn’t )
ing in leftover mundane chores. Don't for- A/ ol

anecdotes during the
shoot.

sidered to be made again.” resonate with our golden hits. ”
He added: “I think that via s

blind eye to your own shortcomings.
Ganesha disapproves of this. Look for-
ward to a delightful evening, for, you will
have fun in the company of friends.

Amit Mistry

SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

Raj Kaushal

l SCORPIO

Be vigilant; keep your eyes
and ears open for all the
events happening around

CROSSWORD

8 Ganesha. Your intuition i !
i 0l yousometin, st e \ | sse2useesuone || (MHAT'S || OFFSIDE7!HOW
Think and act positively, the rest BROTHER WERE THAN THEW ARE! 7 [ CAN A SNOWMAN
would fall in place. WINNING! WERE WINNING! TH AT 21 BE OFFSWE?; “{OU
....................................... ; & STUPD REFEREEH!

M SAGITTARIUS

Work is likely to keep you on T
toes. At work place, you and

your opinions will be in -
demand. Those who are associated

with stock exchange and shares will be
happy to gain profits during the after-
noon. Wait and watch the end result in

the evening.
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Il CAPRICORN

Opportunities don't knock
on the door twice. Today,
you'll answer the door and

YOU'RE GOING | MAYBE THEN
TO BE PRETTY | I CAN FitisH

WHEN T GRoW WP,
TM GOING TO BR

RATS. THAT WAS

BUT T
WONT LET | 0UR LAST HOPE.

i ! ' PHENOMENALLY WEALTH LONELY N THE | THIS BOOK
utilise the opportunity to the most, pre- RCH! T'M GONG CUANGE ME! NURSING HOME.
dicts Ganesha. Positive results will be ™ BE THE RICGHEST
visible and you'll stand a chance to over- I

> ¥ MAN ALNE!/
take your competitors. Even if the com- )
petition is fierce and opponents try
everything to pull you down, you'll not

let them win the battle. Socially, you will ()
be very popular today. DO:
Copyright ©2021 PuzzleJunction.com ;
B AQUARIUS _ _ n
Spirituality is your new pas- Across 19 Rainy season 7 Fine-tune 8
sion and Calvin Klein mat- 1 Express a 21 Ringmaster 8 Operate e
ters less today! Mysticism . i
attracts you, says Ganesha. This may BREVITY thought 23 Reject simultaneously o
Ieelidyoutolseeksolace in holy iooksand 4 Pursue 24 Sea captain 9 Flu symptom —
religious places. It's going to take some = — —é:—*\ =F == 10 Smart aleck 25 E : 15 Worthl
time for you to understand that spiritual (! <. T et <1 <l A ans CLeniTic b
attainment can be had in the flesh-and- @ [5( 5 e WHALE Foops g @l &) (43) 26 Op-ed piece (2.2.3) 419|681 [5]|247|3]|6
blood world as well. 7 11 Getian witie {6 Adversaries Sl3j1|7|a|lejs|(a]2
....................................... YOU REALLY CLEANED I'MADE A Rf‘”— valley Down 17 Out of whack 216171918 3)511 14
UP INVESTING IN THAT KRILLING! 12 Vigilant 2 it e.0 18 Stvle af1]4]s[2]s]o]s8]7] €
B PISCES GROCERY STORE. 1grian i, 8. o = slalslala|(7lalz]1 b
. 13 Masquerade 3 Inattention 20 Title holder X
You are ceaselessly driven i} . @) gl7l2zlel1lalalsls
to find room for improve- wear 5 Charters 22 Dried coconut a =T=lelz12 2l 1215
ment. A part-time course to ‘ o _
} enhance your skills or to increase your 14 Nasty ghost 6 Goofs (4-3) e (:/)) Bl2lal4|7|(16|9)3 -
efficiency is what you will likely be pursu-
ing today, says Ganesha. i CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW — 114]3)51618]2]7]%
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Slugfest over Mamita case continues

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: Continuing
its attack on the MoS for Home,
Dibya Shankar Mishra, over
Mamita Meher murder case, BJP
Mahila Morcha national president
Vanathi Srinivasan Saturday de-
manded resignation of Mishra on
moral grounds.

Addressing a press conference
here, the BJP leader said the
Assembly constituency where the
crime took place is represented by
Mishra and the accused Gobinda
Sahu is known to be his close aide.
Mishra had visited the school many
times. Funds from the MLA LAD
have been provided to Sahu’s school
too, she alleged.

Even though three weeks have

BJP leader Vanathi Srinivasan (L), Congress leader Ganeswar Behera (C) and BJD leader Pratap Deb (R) address the media over Mamita murder case in Bhubaneswar, Saturday

him from visiting Mamita’s home
to console the bereaved family, she
questioned.

Stating that the state BJP has
been protesting against this injus-
tice for the last 10 days, she said, “We
feel the MoS should step down from

B BJP Mahila Morcha national
president Vanathi Srinivasan
demands resignation of
Mishra on moral ground

m Both BJP and Congress
activists hold demonstrations

tive village in Bolangir district
and spoke to Mamita’s parents and
offered their condolences.
Meanwhile, the state BJP
Saturday intensified its protest
over the issue. Party activists staged
protests at Rourkela, Cuttack and

Congress activists were also ar-
rested and released later.

Stating the minister's statement
is meaningless and baseless, sen-
ior Congress leader Ganeswar
Behera said, “He (Mishra) has not
categorically refuted any charges

OP PHOTOS

prove his involvement in the case,
then they should produce it be-
fore the police and file an FIR or
can even move court,” said BJD
leader Pratap Deb.

“The minister has also said that
he is prepared to face action if he

PM urged to include
three more sites
in Netaji circuit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: An Odisha-
based organisation Saturday urged
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
include three more sites in the
Netaji tourist circuit being mulled
by the Union government.

Netaji Subhas Birth Soil Yatra
convenor Debiprasad Prusti de-
manded the inclusion of Vakkom
in Kerala’s Thiruvananthapuram
district, Madras central prison,
and Balasore town in Odisha into
the circuit. “The Netaji tourist cir-
cuit will remain incomplete with-
out the inclusion of these three
places. Their non-inclusion would
be an injustice to thousands of sol-
diers of Indian Independent League

passed since the incident, neither  his position on grounds of propri- across the state demanding Nayagarh in support of their de-  leveled against him. Mishrashould  is proven guilty," he added. (ILL) and the Indian National Army
Mishra nor anyone from the state ety and moral responsibility in resignation of MoS Home mand for the arrest of Mishra. tender his resignation immedi- Attackingback the BJP,the BJD  (INA),” Prusti said.
government visited the victim’s  view of the suspicion and mistrust Dibya Shankar Mishra The party also observed a 12-  ately. He should face the investi-  leader questioned what actions The Centre has drawn up plans to

family, the BJP leader said.

generated around his conduct.”

m BJD dares Opposition to lodge

hour bandh (from 6 am to 6 pm) in

gation to prove himself innocent.

have been taken against the Union

promote sites across the country as-

“Mishra broke his silence by is- BJP leader and MLA from West FIR or move court if they have several districts, including Boudh, ~ Otherwise, Congress will inten- ~ Minister of State for Home Ajay  sociated with Netaji through cu-
suing a statement yesterday and  Bengal, Sreerupa Mitra Chaudhury; evidence against Mishra Kendrapara, Balasore and sifytheagitationsacross Odisha.”  Mishra in the Lakhimpur Kherivi-  ratedtours,as partof eventstocom-
claimedthatheisinnoway involved ~ who is another member of the BJP Jagatsinghpur. The party has also The ruling BJD, however, re-  olence case in Uttar Pradesh? memorate the anniversary of the
inthe case. Hesworeinthenameof ~ central team, slammed the state gov- The three-member BJP central ~ called fora6hourbandhinBhadrak ~ futed the allegations while accus- "Earlier, CM Naveen Patnaikhas ~ formation of the Azad Hind gov-

Goddess Manikeswari and pleaded
not guilty. Similarly, we in the BJP
request him (Mishra) in the name of
Lord Jagannath to resign to pave
the way for a fair probe into the
murder case,” demanded Vanathi.
If he is innocent, what prevented

ernment for not reaching out to the
family even 22 days after the incident.

Chaudhury urged the Naveen
Patnaik government to strictly fol-
low the Witness Protection Scheme,
2018, to ensure safety and security
of witnesses.

team was on a two-day visit to
Odisha to carry out a ground as-
sessment of facts related to the
Mamita Meher murder case. The
third member of the team is Sunita
Duggal, a party MP from Haryana.
The team visited the victim’s na-

BJD announces statewide
protests over price rise

~ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
-

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: The ruling
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) Saturday
announced a series of protests
across the state targeting the BJP-
led Central government over the spi-
ralling rise in the prices of fuel
and other essential commodities.

This was announced by party
spokespersons and senior MLLAs PK
Deb, Atanu S Nayak and Pramila
Mallick at a press meet here.

As part of the agitation, BJD
leaders and members will stage a
dharna in front of Raj Bhawan here
Sunday and submit a memoran-
dum to Governor Ganeshi Lal ad-
Y dressing it to President Ram Nath
/ Kovind, the party leaders said.

The BJD will be organising
protest meetings in all the 147
Assembly constituencies of the
state Monday, the government’s
Chief Whip Pramila Mallick said.

The party blamed the Central

government’s ‘faulty’ economic
management for the rise in the
prices of petrol, diesel, cooking
gas and other essential items.

Terming the huge price rise as
‘unfortunate’ and ‘unpardonable’,
the BJD leaders pointed out that fuel
prices have increased by 30 per
cent since the BJP returned to
power at the Centre in 2019, indi-
rectly pushing up prices of essen-
tial commodities from 40 per cent
to 100 per cent.

Leaders of the ruling party said
while the Covid-19 pandemic has

already affected the livelihoods of
common people over the last two
years, therise in prices has added
to their woes.

“The prices of petrol and diesel
have increased a record high in
the past two years. The BJD will
never stay silent over this issue
and raise its voice in public inter-
est,” said Deb.

However, BJP spokesperson
Golak Nayak said the price rise of
fuel is due to the high tax compo-
nent of the state government. “If
the BJD is really concerned, it
should suggest a reduction of the
high tax component to the state
government,” he said.

The BJP leader accused that by
organising such protests, the rul-
ing party is diverting people’s at-
tention from the state-wide hue
and cry over Minister DS Mishra’s
alleged link with the prime ac-
cused of the Kalahandi woman
teacher’s killing.

Octogenarian held for sexually assaulting minor

POST NEWS NETWORK

a Pocso court, police said. “Theaccused hasundergonemed- ~ with and make recommendations to authorities Making integrity Zero Tolerance Corruption Amrit Mahotsav
Nimapara, Oct 30: Nimapara po- As per the complaint, the inci-  ical examination at Nimaparahos-  for the same. The Commissioners were directed a way of life against Corruption Free India | ]
lice Saturday arrested an octoge-  dent occurred when the girl was  pital, while the victim will be sent  tofile compliance report by the end of February
narian man on charges of sexu- alone in their rented home at  tothe district headquarters hospi-  next year. The Supreme Court also directed the e d NTPC L ,-m it d NTPC Bhawan, Core-7, SCOPE Complex,
ally assaulting anine-year-oldgirl ~ Nimapara while her daily wager  talinPuriforthe same. Wehavealso  state governments to provide compulsory train- NTPC (A Govt. of India Enterpr jsg 7 Institutional Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003
Wednesday evening. A case has  parents were away for work. The  seized the clothes of the accused  ingto staff and teachers of general schools to ' CIN : L40101DL1975G0O1007966

been registered and the accused,

ECoR OPENS KALINGA

Aparti Sahu, has been produced in

victim’s mother had lodged a com-

plaint in this regard with police.

for examination,” said a police officer:

district.Youth Congress activists
also took out a rally from Congress
Bhawan and marched towards
Naveen Niwas. However, police
prevented them mid-way, leading
to a scuffle between the party work-
ers and police. Several Youth

Fill up vacant posts
of spl teachers,

SC tells states

POST NEWS NETWORK

ing the opposition of politicising
the issue.

“Everyone knows that a heinous
crime has occurred. Mishra has al-
ready clarified his stand on this
issue. If the Opposition parties
have any evidence against him to

sacked many who have been con-
victed for crimes. And this time
too he won't spare anyone. As the
party spokesperson, I can affirm that
my leader won't tolerate any non-
sense and will take action after the
accused is proven guilty;," he added.

ernment, officials in the Tourism
ministry had said. The Cuttack-
Kolkata-Andaman route will include
Netaji’s childhood home in Cuttack,
his first school - Stewart School -
and his high school - Ravenshaw
Collegiate School among the sites.

New Delhi, Oct 30: Expressing concern over
the shortage of special teachers to teach chil-
dren with special needs (CwSN), the Supreme
Court has directed Odisha and other states to
fill up the vacant posts of such teachers.

The apex court noted that a total of 5,966
special teachers in Odisha are registered with
the Rehabilitation Council of India against

the all-India figure of 1,20,721.

The SC also asked the states to create per-
manent posts for special teachers by taking
into account the pupil-teacher ratio specified

by the competent authorities.

“There is a dearth of rehabilitation profes-
sionals or special teachers recognised and reg-
istered by the National Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE). As per the data with the
Unified District Information System for
Education, there are 22.5 lakh CwSN in the
country. However, only 4.33 lakh general teach-
ers have been trained to teach CwSN, in addi-
tion to teaching general children, and only
28,535 special teachers are available for children
with special needs,” the bench observed.

A three-judge bench comprising Justices AM
Khanwilkar, Dinesh Maheshwari and CT
Ravikumar asked the State Commissioners ap-
pointed under Section 79 of the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016 to ensure that the di-
rections issued by the apex court are complied

handle children with special needs.
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E-AUCTION

Bank of Baroda Bhubaneswar-751001, Odisha, India, Tel.: 0674-2396320, SALE NOTICE
B & [EEEE Mob.: 7077722158, E-mail: vjoris@bankofbaroda.co.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
“APPENDIX - IV - A [See Proviso to Rule 6 (2) & 8 (6)]”
E-Auction Sale Notice for sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 6(2) & 8(6) of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s), Mortgagor(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below
described Immovable properties Mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, POSSESSION of which has been taken by the

RAIL HERITAGE MUSEUM

Old equipment, instruments,

technology devices and Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "AS IS WHERE I1S", "AS IS WHAT IS" AND "WHATEVER
THERE IS" basis for recovery of dues in below mentioned accounts. The details of Borrower(s) / Mortgagor(s)/ Guarantor(s)/Secured
models have also been Asset(s)/Dues/Reserve Price/ e-Auction Date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below-
i i Name & Address of Description of the | Demand/Possession R Pri Status of
pre§erVEd in this Sl Borrower(s) /Guarantor(s)| immovable property Notice Date/ | Date & Time EMDe:fT P erty| Possession Ipmlmtl:|:nf
Heritage Museum [No boundaries and with Outstanding | of E-auction |EoD Of the Propertyl o, nstructive Datt & Tim
and Mortgagor (S)  |knownencumbrances,ifany| (Secured Debt.) Bid Increment | /Physical) |Date & Time
. Sri Equitable mortgage of| 01.11.2017/
Efforts have been taken to preserve the | | ™ ::::r;;hg:;fsﬁ?ﬁ: Rosidential FlatNo:| 18.11.2019 7 |18.11.2021] 2o, 50 500/ 16.11.2021
long and vibrant history of Indian Bhikari Charana Behera / ggaﬁrds;}.\?or'1 TZYP?‘ tf?r:tifégta\f;o 10'0:) AM ¥2,25,000/- | Physical 10‘01% -
Railways alongwiththerichheritage0f Guarantor: Mamalata ' 1 1.112sqft, Ea Z10,000/-
East Coast Railways. Behera, W/o: Sri Akshaya|[BUA: ~ 926.66sqft, 23;?:3-335; + | 05.00 PM ; 2.00 PM
01d equipment, instruments, tech- Kumar Behera, Both are [CarPet Area: 741.35L___ - - .
nology devices and models have also At/P.O.: Sahaspur, P.S.: sqft, undivided share of Area: Ac.0.009Dec. O/o Area: Ac.0.205Dec., in the apartment in name and
L . b style as- Taksh Apartment, Bearing Khata No.: 28, Plot No.: 16 & 17. In Mouza; Panchagaon, P.S.:
been preserved in this Heritage Museum Dhusuri, Dist.: Bhadrak, | ajiield p.S. No.: 30, Tahasil: Jatni, Dist.: Khurda-752050, Bounded by North: Revenue Plot No.:
through an impressive display of arte- Odisha-756119 15, South: Revenue Plot No.: 18 & 19, East: Revenue Plot No.: 21, West: Revenue Road

facts, models and photographs.

In the indoor section, various docu-
ments, old manuals, railway maps, equip-
ment and photographs from early days
of therailway in India are put on display
that helps visitors to capture the spec-
tacular history and rich heritage.

There are various documentaries
which will keep the visitors glued. 2)
Articulate display of postage stamps
and logos helps one to take a trip down
memory lane and appreciate the culture
and heritage of Indian Railways. This will
also facilitate the visitors to enhance
their knowledge about Indian Railways
by spending some quality time here.

TERMS & CONDITIONS : The interested bidders shall login www.mstcecommerce.com to deposit
EMD amount online latest on 17.11.2021 by 5.00 PM.
For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to the link provided in
https://www.bankofbaroda.in/e-auction.htm, www.mstcecommerce.com and https://ibapi.in. Also, prospective bidders may
contact the Authorized Officer on Tel No.: 0674-2396320, Mobile: 7077722158

ECoR General Manager Vidya Bhushan and other dignitaries during the inauguration of

the museum in Bhubaneswar, Saturday OP PHOTO

Also Please Note:
1) The Authorized Officer/Bank has the absolute right to accept or reject any bid or adjourn/postpone/cancel the sale/ modify any
terms and conditions of the sale without any prior notice and without assigning any reason including calling upon the next highest
bidder to perform in case the earlier bidder fails to perform.
In case Auction purchaser submits the KYC documents within two days preceding the Auction date. Authorized Officer/Bank/ e-
Auction service provider is having liberty to accept and complete the KYC verification & EMD amount. However in such even the
Authorized Officer/ Bank / e-Auction service provider will not be held liable for any delay/failure for verification of KYC documents
and failure to transfer EMD in wallet. The interested bidder will be able to bid on the date of e-auction only if the Bidder's Global
Wallet have sufficient balance (EMD amount) as on the date and time of auction.
STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE TO THE BORROWER/ GUARANTOR/ MORTGAGOR FOR SUBSEQUENT SALE UNDER | =
RULE 8(5), 8(6) AND 9(1) AS PER AMENDED SARFAESI ACT 2002 )
Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 30.10.2021

POST NEWS NETWORK Departments of ECoR.

Indian Railways in general and East
Coast Railway in particular have a rich
and illustrious history. There are lots of
untold stories about the Railways. The
aim of establishing a Rail Museum at
Bhubaneswar is to preserve the old rail-
way equipment, to showcase the rich
history of the Railways in this region, to
enlighten the public about the Railways
and its achievements and to boost tourism.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: East Coast
Railway (ECoR) general manager Vidya
Bhushan inaugurated the Kalinga Rail
Heritage Museum at Chandrasekharpur
in the capital Saturday in the presence
of Additional General Manager Shri
} Sudhir Kumar, Divisional Railway
Manager, Khurda Road, Rinkesh Roy
and other Principal Heads of
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Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda
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MO SCHOOL ABHIYAN

Nod to projects
worth ¥15.18cr

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: The 29th
Executive Council meeting of Mo
School Abhiyan was held Saturday
under the chairmanship of
Satyabrata Sahu, secretary, School
and Mass Education Department.
The meeting has approved proj-
ects worth Rs15.18 crore for 1,146
schools in 24 districts of Odisha.

Within a month, 14,000 alumni
have joined the Mo School Abhiyan
and have donated Rs15.18 crore for
the development of their respective
schools. The alumni have con-
tributed Rs 1.14 crore in Balasore,
Rs 55.98 lakh in Sonepur, Rs 32.16
lakh in Cuttack, Rs 30.41 in Jajpur
and Rs 20.47 lakh in Mayurbhanj
districts respectively.

Asmany as 6,06,908 alumni mem-
bers have been connected to their
alma mater under the Mo School
Abhiyan.

A CSR grant of Rs 333.4 crore
has been received towards trans-
formation of 2,222 high schools
under the 5T High School
Transformation Programme.

. Schools have been instructed to

=

complete their respective ongo-
ing projects on time.
Satyabrata Sahu has instructed

Youths brandish
weaponsin (ity,
video goes viral

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: A video
of some miscreants openly bran-

¥dishing various sharp weapons

/

and firearms on the City roads
went viral exposing the tall talks
of the Commissionerate Police re-
garding peace and sound law and
order in the twin city.

The video that is doing rounds
on various social media platforms
was reportedly shot several days ago.
This has left denizens scared of
venturing out of their houses dur-
ing nighttime. The accused were
seen brandishing weapons like
swords, fire arms, big knives and
dancing at different areas of the City.

When asked, DCP Umashankar
Dash said some anti-social youths
of Nayapalli, Baramunda and
Khandagiri area were involved in
the incident. They later shared
the video on social media too,
making it viral.

WASSUP R(1])]:\ {
CUTTACK

m Conclusion of the 119th annual gen-
eral convention of Utkal Sahitya
Samaj, Satabdi Bhawan, 6 pm

Programmes/announcements for
wassup today may be sent to
opwassup @gmail.com for record,
it must also carry the sender’s
mobile number for our verification,
but not for publication.

CLASSIFIED |
—LOST |

I, Utkala Keshari Jena
changed my name to Utkal
Keshari Jena vide
affidavit dated 22.12.2020
sworn before Notary N.K.
Sahoo, BBSR.

As many as 6,06,908
alumni members have
been connected to their
alma mater under the
Mo School Abhiyan

that emphasis on prioritising field
monitoring and social audits to
maintain transparency on the on-
going works.

In addition, it has been decided
to accelerate the development pro-
gramme of schools under the School
Adoption Programme (SAP). Mo
School, in collaboration with
‘Pratham’ and ‘Bharat Gyan Vigyan
Samiti’, has been organising ‘learn-
ing camps’ in 1,025 schools since
October 2. These camps aim to fos-
ter the interest of children towards
learning. From November 14 learn-
ing camps will be organised in
3,975 schools.

A memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) has been signed
between Mo School and Quest
Alliance to promote digital literacy
among students and teachers. Under
this programme, training will be
provided to two teachers from each
of the 1,072 schools.

lllegal constructions
near Srimandir
under ASI scanner

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Oct 30: Some people are car-
rying out construction work within
100 metres of the Meghanada wall
of Srimandir in violation of the
norms.

On being informed, a joint team
of the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) and Puri Konark
Development Authority took stock
of the situation and issued a di-
rection for immediate halting of
the construction work.

As per the norms, no construc-
tion work is allowed within 100
metres of Srimandir, while any
construction work within the next
200 metres requires due approval
from the ASI, the conservator of the
12th century shrine.

“Some individuals and organi-
sations are carrying out con-
struction work within 100 metres
of Srimandir illegally. We had ear-
lier served notices on the individ-
uals and organisations concerned.
A team of officials recently vis-
ited the surroundings of Srimandir
and issued a direction for halting
the construction work. Any viola-
tion in this regard would invite
stern action,” said ASI officer
Jyotiranjan Pati.

The locals, meanwhile, blamed
the ASI, PKDA and the district ad-
ministration for the illegal con-
struction work within 100 metres
of Srimandir.

“A few multi-storey buildings
have been illegally constructed
within the prohibited zone near
Srimandir. The authorities con-
cerned should take immediate
steps to raze the buildings,” said
BJP youth wing leader Jayanta
Kumar Dash.

However, Muralidhar Dash, the
caretaker of one of the newly-con-
structed buildings, said they had
not received any notice earlier
from the ASI to stop the construc-
tion work.

“We have stopped all construc-
tion work after receiving an
order in this regard from the ASI
Friday,” he added.

DISTRICT COUNCIL MEET
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MLAs Jayanta Sarangi and Rudra Pratap Maharathy, MP Pinaki Misra and Collector Samarth Verma among others
participate in a meeting of Puri Zilla Parishad, Saturday

BSCL to provide underground
OFC network by year end

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: The
Bhubaneswar Smart City Limited
(BSCL) said that it will complete the
laying of underground optic fibre
cable (OFC) network by the year end
with the aim to improve the outlook
of the state capital. The OFC net-
work will replace overhead cabling.

According to sources, the BSCL,
which has planned to lay 680 km of
OFC network in and around the city;
has so far laid 550 km of cable. Out
of thelaid cable, about 501 km net-
work has been successfully tested
and is live for use. The project
began in 2018 to provide licensed
Internet providers the services of
BSCL optical fibre network for a
nominal user fee.

“It was found that for a single or

L
Bhubaneswar -‘h_-‘:
Smart City lefted

group of Internet users the service
providers were taking the cable
overhead making the place look
cluttered and complicated. However,
it will change after the laying of
OFC work is over. RFP has already
been floated for the BSCL fibre optic
network and very soon the process
will be over so that citizens can get
the benefit of thefacility,” said CEO,
BSCL, Sanjay Kumar Singh.

It may be mentioned here that the

1971 war heroes feted by Governor

M VIJAY VARSH.-

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: In a func-
tion held today at Raj Bhawan,
Governer Ganeshi Lal received
the Victory Flame of Swarnim
Vijay Barsh commemorating 1971
war victory.

Speaking on the occasion,
Governor proudly remembered
the resounding victory of the
Indian Army in the 1971 war
which led to the creation of a
new nation Bangladesh after the
surrender of the soldiers of
Pakistan Army.

Private firm accuses TV
channel CEO of cheating

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: An em-
ployee of a private firm has ac-
cused the chief executive officer of
aprivate TV channel here of cheat-
ing and criminal intimidation.

The complainant, Ashish
Tibrewal of Kolkata, alleged in his
complaint that the firm had con-
tacted the accused CEO of the TV
channel to take a few floors of a
building at Ashoka Nagar in the city
onrent for business purposes in 2020.

The accused, by falsely identi-
fying himself as the legal owner
of the building, signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU)
with the officials of the firm for
renting the premises.

The accused agreed to give the
building to the private firm on
lease for a monthly payment of
Rs3.50 lakh.

However, Tibrewal later came

to know that the accused person
is himself alease holder. The mat-
ter came to the fore when the orig-
inal owner of the building sent his
men to collect rent. They revealed
that the CEO has been allegedly
paying Rs 60,000 monthly rent to
the owner.

Later, the company authorities
informed the accused about the
issue and he assured them to solve
the matter after the pandemic eased
down. He also asked the firm au-
thorities to pay Rs 2 lakh instead
of Rs 3.5 lakh as monthly rent.

Tibrewal accused that one of
the aides of the accused along with
some goons later started threat-
ening and putting pressure on the
company staff to pay Rs3.51akh as
rent. They also locked the office
gate September 31, 2021 demanding
Rs 101akh as dues.

Finding no other way, Tibrewal
sought police help in this regard.

He acknowledged the crucial
role played by Armed Forces per-
sonnel from Odisha who took part
in the war and said that nation
owes big to them.

A total of 154 War heroes who had
taken part in the 1971 war were
honoured by the Governor with

Memento and Shawl.

Earlier in the day, the Flame
was taken to the houses of 1971
war veterans MWO Loknath Sahoo
(Retd), Major General BK
Mohanty(AVSM-Retd), Col Ramesh
Chandra Patra (Retd) & Lt Col
Shivaram Satpathy(Retd).

OP PHOTO

network infrastructure comprlses
two types of fibre optics cable, in-
cluding 120 core cable strands and
12 core cable strands. While 120
core cable strands are used as the
backbone connectivity for any com-
munication network, 12 core cable
strands are meant for last mile
connectivity to smart elements.
Optical fibre communication net-
work is being established by BSCL
asapart of its Smart Solution proj-
ect to provide seamless and robust
connectivity for all the on-ield smart
elementslike CCTV cameras, Public
Address System speaker, Dynamic
Message Signboard, Traffic Violation
Detection System and Wi-Fi access
points etc along with various other
infrastructures. BSCL also envis-
ages leasing cores of fibre for mon-
etisation and revenue generation.

ASPHYXIATION
DEATHS

HC seeks replies
from Rayagada,
Kandhamal DMs

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Oct 30: The Orissa High
Court has sought replies from the
Collectors of Rayagada and
Kandhamal in connection with
the death of labourers in sewerage
tanks.

A division bench of Chief Justice
S Muralidhar and Justice BP
Routray also directed the Joint
Labour Commissioner to provide
the compensation amount to the kin
of the labourers who died in as-
phyxiation in Bhubaneswar.

During the hearing, the Housing
and Urban Development depart-
ment submitted its reply on the
implementation of the standard op-
erating procedure (SOP) issued
by the Centre to check asphyxia-
tion deaths.
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The next hearing of the case
has been posted to December 4.

Two labourers had died due to
asphyxiation while working in a
sewerage line in Brahmeswar Bagh
area in Bhubaneswar March 20
this year.

Similarly, two workers had died
while clearing a sewerage
manhole in CDA area of Cuttack
April 15.

Moreover, three persons had
died due to asphyxiation in
Kandhamal district in July and

~m k

e

three others had lost their lives

while working in a sewerage tank
in Rayagada October 20.

UTKAL HOSPITAL LAUNCHES
DEDICATED STROKE HELPLINE

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 30: Utkal
Hospital started a new dedicated
service for stroke patients on the
occasion of the World Stroke Day,
Saturday..

The hospital dedicated a new
stroke helpline, code stroke and
stroke pathway facilities for pub-
lic where timely medical inter-
vention and attention to the stroke
patients will be prioritised.

The hospital aims to reduce the
chances of any disability or ail-
ments due to brain damage. Now
Utkal Hospital is ready to serve
stroke patients effectively in the cru-
cial Golden Window of 4.5 hours.

Neurology HOD at Utkal Hospital
Amitav Rath said, “Our focus is on
the Golden Window period of 4.5
hours. If a patient comes within
that period of time, there are very
high chances of full recovery. This

is usually 4.5 hours after a person
ishit by the ischemic stroke. If one
fails to seek timely medical attention
during this crucial time, there are
high chances that the person might
witness permanent disability.”
“Major problems like sudden -~
onset of vision problems, facial -
deviation towards one side, weak-
ness of one half of body and oth-
ers could be triggered in the af-
fected person. Besides, balancing
disorders, issues with grip capa-
bility of patients and others are few
symptoms of stroke,” Rath added.
Consultant Neurologist Akash
Gupta said, “In order to address
cases of stroke, we need a combi-
nation of qualified medical staff
from multiple disciplines like a neu-
rologist, critical care specialist, emer-
gency physician, radiologist and a
dedicated stroke nurse to ensure
immediate and best possible care. We
are now starting the service here.”

CRUT wins MoH UA award thrice in a row

In the year 2020, CRUT
was awarded for
‘Innovations undertaken
in Urban Transport
during Covid-19’and in
2019, for ‘Best City Bus
Service Project’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar; Oct 30: The Central
government has awarded Capital
Region Urban Transport (CRUT),
Bhubaneswar, for its excellence in
implementing the best urban trans-
port project Mo Bus in Odisha.
The award was conferred on
CRUT by Ministry of Housing &
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) in cate-
gory of Running Trophy for
State/UT, which has implemented
the best urban transport project
during the previous year, on the oc-

casion of 14th Urban Mobility India

Conference, 2021 held Friday. CRUT
General Manager Dipti Mahapatro
received the award on behalf of
the organisation.

CRUT operates 225 Mo Buses by
adopting and implementing a pol-
icy of hiring more than 50 per cent
of women bus conductors. All buses
are equipped with Automatic

Vehicle Locating System, Automatic

Fare Collection System, Public
Information System, on-board an-
nouncement, WiFi and CCTV sur-
veillance.

It can be mentioned that CRUT
has now won the Urban Mobility
India award organised by MoHUA
thrice in a row. In the year 2020,
CRUT was awarded for ‘Tnnovations

undertaken in Urban Transport
during Covid-19’ and in 2019, for
‘Best City Bus Service Project’.
Meanwhile, Arun Bothra, Odisha
Transport Commissioner and
Managing Director (MD) of CRUT
congratulated CRUT for winning
three national awards in three con-
secutive years and wrote, “You
have made Odisha proud again.”

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-9090071530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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Mamita’s mother falls sick;

Forest dept starts investigation

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda, Oct 30: The forest de-
partment has started an investi-
gation into felling of over a hundred
trees to make space for a hockey sta-
dium near NH-49 in Jharsuguda.
The stadium will be developed on
five acres of land. Orissa POST
had published reports about the
felling of trees October 25.

In the wake of media reports,
the forest department has started
an investigation into the matter.
Asfor the issue, DFO Lalit Kumar
Patra said he had talked to the
Collector for development works, but
had not given him permission to fell
trees for the stadium.

“Nobody has applied for tree
felling in the area to carry forward
the project,” he said.

He added that Jharsuguda BDO
had applied to the forest depart-
ment for permission to remove
trees October 11, but he got the ap-

plication October 26. “But there

was no mention of the specified
land where trees will be removed.
After I ordered a probe, ranger
Pradipta Kumar Mohanty has
started an investigation,” he said.

However, BDO Prasanna Pandey
had earlier claimed that he had in-
timated the Collector and the DFO

o W n/f‘lgxx\- 2

about the need for tree clearing for
the hockey stadium.

Lawyer Naresh Nayak said, “Now
question arises about the claims
and counter claims on the tree
felling. If the BDO had applied for
permission in this regard October
11, why the forest department has
denied such a claim.”

aallf E T

He said pollution level is already
high in Jharsuguda. “When there
is aneed to regenerate forests and
plant trees in the district, trees are
being cut instead,” he lamented.

Social activist Debananda Barik
said a sports hostel will be built
on 40 acres of land along the NH-
49.

It was learnt that the district ad-
ministration had directed to clear
aforest opposite PKSS College ad-
joining NH-49 near Hansamura-
Kantapali in Jharsuguda for con-
struction of a hockey stadium.
Trees like Acacia and Eucalyptus
had been chopped off between
October 20 and 22. On being in-
formed, forest guard Anjali Rath
rushed to the spot and seized a JCB
machine engaged in the tree felling.
However; she released the machine
after block development officer
(BDO) Prasanna Pandey, who was
supervising the operation, inter-
vened. Later, she informed her

higher-ups about illegal tree cutting
in the forest.

However, environmentalists have
alleged that the district adminis-
tration has not sought prior per-
mission from the forest depart-
ment to cut down the trees, which
it is doing in violation of forest
protection norms. Jharsuguda
Anchalik Parivesh Suraksha
Manch, alocal outfit working on en-
vironment, opposed such illegal
tree-felling and demanded action
against those responsible.

Notably; the revenue department
has allotted 40 acres of land ad-
joining the NH-49 near Hansamura-
Kantapali for construction of the
hockey stadium. A compound wall
is under construction on one part
of theland while the rest of the work
is yet to begin.

Recently, an additional five acres
of land belonging to the forest de-
partment, opposite of the highway;
has been allotted.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, Oct 30: Deceased lady
teacher Mamita Meher’s mother
Tulasi Meher fell sick and was
shifted to Visakhapatnam for bet-
ter treatment, a family source said
Saturday.

At a time when Mamita’s death
case has sent shockwaves across
the state, the mother of the de-
ceased - who has been under severe
trauma after losing her daughter -
- has become seriously unwell.

According to the family source,
Tulasi has chest pain and loses con-
sciousness frequently. The family
members have rushed her to
Visakhapatnam for treatment.

Notably, starting from state to
national level, political leaders have
been visiting deceased Mamita’s
family at Jharni village under
Turekela block in Bolangir district
since the murder mystery was
cracked. Both the Congress and
the BJP have been demanding the

Dibyashankar Mishra for his al-
leged links with Gobinda Sahu, the
prime accused in the case who is in
jail now.

Demanding ouster of Mishra
from the ministry and a CBI in-
quiry into the case, the BJP has
been observing bandhs in districts
in a phase-wise manner. Saturday,
it observed a 24-hour bandh in
Boudh, Balasore, Deogarh,
Jagatsinghpur and Kendrapara
districts and a six-hour bandh in
Bhadrak district.

cm

Youth held for rape in Balasore

and taken for medical exam-

I Ui iTent T Yaiva
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BHUBANESWAR

Trenches to bar mafia from lifting sand

POST NEWS NETWORK

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sand is being lifted near tourist spots like

Rupsa, Oct 30: Basta police

ination along with the sur-
vivor. He later was produced

Admission into Ph.D. Programme

Kesharikund and Kalikaprasad. Locals ~ arrestedayouthonacharge incourt. Dashad physicalre- (Spring Session: January — 2022)
Champua, Oct 30: Illegal sand mining voiced fears that if illegal sand excava-  of forcinga widow for physi-  lationship with her on the ONLINE applications are invited from eligible candidates for
has been rampant at different ghats of tion goes on in this manner, these tourist ~ calrelationshipinSadarblock  pretext of marriage, butlater admission into Ph.D. Programme in the Schools of Earth
the Baitarani river in Champua area of sites will face threat. of Balasore district. Helater ~ avoided the woman after she Ocean & Climate Sciences, Infrastructure, Electrical
Keonjhar district. As the administra- Earlier, revenue officials used to act ~ abandoned her, Fridaynight.  insisted on marriage. Recently; Sciences (including Electronics & Communication and
tion has failed to curb the illegal ex- — against the sand mafia with seizure of ve- The accused was identi-  hebarged into her house and Comp. Sc. & Engg.), Mechanical Sciences, Minerals,
traction and transportation of theminor =T NANE - > hicles and slapping of fines, but this has fiedasRabindraDasunderthe  raped her. Police registered Metallurgical and Materials Engineering, Basic Sciences,
mineral, the revenue department has  the state government has been losing  stopped for some time. same police limits. Following  a case against him after the Humanities, Social Sciences and Management. For further
finally dug out trenches acrossroadson  crores of rupees towards revenue an- On being informed, Champua tehsil-  acomplaint, hewasarrested — survivorlodged a complaint. details, visit our website http://www.iitbbs.ac.in .
river embankments to prevent mafia  nually But the administrationisallegdly ~ dar Sai Sasmita Hota had visited the Sd/- Registrar

from lifting sand and transporting it
from the areas close to Kesharikund and
Kalikaprasad.

According to reports, the riverbed of
Baitarani at different places has turned
out to be a safe haven for sand mafia.

Due to rampant illegal sand mining,
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1. 1555277600043008 | Dillip Kumar Das, S/o: Late Banamali Das, Duttatota, Puri 6.6 5 ¥ 3,369.38 | ¥ 5,677.20
2. |555277600043068 | Satchidananda Tripathy, Duttatota, Puri 26 23 | 12,063/- [T 18,270.10
3. |s55277610000207 ﬂi't?r':;‘n’&"a?asiﬂ?’%"f Sarat oh. flanda, At: Patana Lane, | 20,8 | 15.7 [257,310.50|% 95,227.80
People participating in a marathon organised by the Odisha Mining Corporation-owned Gandhamardan iron ore mines on the occasion | |4. |555277610000247 gzgpgg;‘g%%’:;’:}rmg’ SS,_r‘o}:( :f;;"igﬁir Samantray, AUP.O.1| 53 4 | 20.5 |778,489.90|% 1,20,287/-
of Vigilance Awareness Week at Suakati village under Bansapal block in Keonjhar district, Saturday OP PHOTO R 'k . h T . = TR
5.555277610000566 D:?Aﬁﬁesxari'?_";ﬁg’anﬁgat':t'a i Clo: Debasish Mohanty.| 59 5 | 29.5 |756,729.60|% 72,990.80
1 [ Basanti Behera, Jitakar Muduli Patana, Atharnala,
Poverty dnves man I ;Otla. I’ I VD Q tO romote 6. | 555277610000860| 5 2os o Puri 21.72 | 20 |%52,285/- |7 52,835.30
tO end |ife in front ) 7. |555277610000935 gﬂ:g‘a‘g’;n%ﬁre'oﬁ;t%uﬁ‘d‘*5' Behera, At Sanapatana, P.O::( 15 36 | 14 [228,300.20 (% 32,568.40
° Sk Noor Islam, C/o: Md Ansur Raheman, At: Muslimpada,
f . d hlt f 8.1555277610001029 Amala Club, SCS Clg, Puri-1 51.41 43 |¥55,809.60|%T 57,605.30
0 m|n0r aug er S ra "“ rr S’ armln 9. |555277610001191 | Narayan Mishra, Suar Sahi, Puri 20.9 | 18.9 [T 55,122.40| ¥ 55,357/-
: = 10.| 555277610001 192| Banamali Sahoo, S/o: Benudhara Sahoo, At: Near Baishnab| 15 57 | 135 |7 39,413.80|2 39,698.80
: Temple, Banki Muhana Sahi, Puri
POST NEWS NETWORK strawbqrr"y'farmerBhargayLakedmgde Kunimani Sahoo, W/o: Bhimasen Sahoo, At: Teli Sahi ]
2T afield visit in the area and discussed with 11.|555277610001205 Duttatota, Puri 4 . v '1145.25| 26.5 [T 69,353.10|F 69,657.90
- B Koraput, Oct 30: In yet another stepto-  local residents about the commercial : — -
.Q"‘"' sty e wards women empowerment, the ITDA ~ feasibility of the strawberry cultiva- | [12.| 555277610001280 :ta:r?ﬂ%rg?sarﬁisﬁg'arcgéd?n%baisa P;?chiihan, Ghanashyam Villa,| 24 4 |z13152- | T 13,233/
has initiated a process for strawberry  tion. Asthisfarmingisnewtothearea, | H3T555277610001304 | Pabita Maharana, Dio: Gopal Maharana, At Daitapada Sahi, Puri| 31.01 | 27.7 | T 86,954/~ |2 87,915.50
farming on five acres of land in Kotiapan-  the district administration will arrange Kartika Chandra Ray._S/o- Adikanda Rav_Balisahi
chayat of Koraput district. Local women  field visits for the locals, organize doc- 14.| 555277610001333 Shankaracharaya Mathav,Fload "Puri ¥ ' 31.78 | 25.3 [¥ 96,402.10|% 97,497.20
will be involved in the farming tomake  umentaries on the farming, preparein- | Hoeees72696601211 [ Jayakrushna Rana, Glo: Laxmidhara Rana, At Balisahi, Puri| 31.66 | 26.5 | T 97,000/~ |% 98,040.60
them self-reliant. formation brochures and provide all : -
Notably, neighbouring AndhraPradesh  help for drip irrigation in the area, said | [16./555277610001461 | Nihal Kumar Das, S/o: Narayan Das, At: Nuapatana Lane,| 26,7 | 24 |z 95,866.60|% 96,264.90

sitting pretty, locals alleged.

Locals said, mafia keeps on plunder-
ing truckloads of sand from the river day
and night while some quarries have not
been made operational even after tenders
were finalised. In such a situation, mafia
has set its sight on the Baitarani sand.

IMARATHON FOR A CAUSE

has been making bids to encroach upon
Kotia panchayat. The bids have stoked

spots where sand was mined. She saw

some routes on which sand was being
transported in tractors from the riverbed.

She had ordered for digging of trenches.
Revenue inspectors have initiated digging
of trenches across roads to prevent mafia
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Bank of India

Zonal Office: Bhubaneswar Zone, 1/1D, Star House, Jayadev
Vihar, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-751015, Ph.: 0674-2362249

GOLD AUCTION

NOTICE

from looting sand, she added.

It is hereby brought to the notice of the following gold loan borrowers, their legal heirs, persons engaged in business of gold
ornaments and general public that inspite of repeated notices by the Bank, the following borrowers are not repaying their dues.
Notice is hereby published that if they fail to deposit all their dues in their respective gold loan accounts (including Up-to-date interest
and all costs charges /expenses) by Dt.20.11.2021, then from 11.00 AM of Dt.22.11.2021 their pledged gold ornaments will be sold
in public auction at Respective Branch Premises given below and/or Sriram Automall India Ltd. (SAMIL), Cuttack, At:
Sriram Automall Yard, Nuapatana, NH-42, Choudwar-Angul Road, Cuttack-754007, Contact Person: Mr. Prabhat
Kumar (Mob-8658738320), Mr. Debasish Subudhi (Mob-9861342494). For this Bank shall not be held responsible for any
inconvenience or damage caused to the concerned borrowers and no allegations or representations will be entertained from any
borrowers in this regard. Bank reserves the right to cancel the auction without assigning any reasons in case, the bidding price so
arrived at is observed to be low or inadequate. Further, if need be, Bank reserves the right to change the date, time and place of the
above scheduled auction or cancel the same without assigning any reasons thereon. The purity & net weight & the reserve price of
the gold ormaments / coins etc. will be made available to the intending bidders on the date and at the site of auction / auction portal.

P.O.: Kasarda, P.S.: Niali, Dist.: Cuttack, PIN-754004

SI. Gross W] Net Wt. | Barance U7S [fotal Dues (Excluding
iNo. A/c. No. Name & Address of the Borrowers in Gms. | In Gms. [ .:?E :dndate Unappled Charges)
NIALI BRANCH, AT/PO-NIALI,DIST-CUTTACK,PIN-754004

Arakshita Das, S/o: Kalandi Das, At: Pokharigaon, P.O.:

1.1512477610000912| g o jasahi, P.S.: Niali, Dist.: Cuttack, PIN-754004 e e e
Kirttiraj Pradhan, S/o: Krutibasa Pradhan, At: Baharana, P.O.:

2.1512477610000785 | g arana, P.S.: Niali, Dist.: Cuttack, PIN-754004 9.4 | 8.46 | ¥29,941/- | T 31,220/-

3.|512477610000967 :naabg’;[gsmhgnsr’_“ﬁiaﬁmsg??a&t?a%i’ e oknargaon, POl 10.4 | 8.67 | 2 25,027~ | T 25,491/
Praful Barik, S/o: Chaitanya Barik, At: Mahangapara, P.O.:

4.1512465310000012 | 1, "via: Niali, Dist.: Cuttack, PIN-754004 15 | 11.25)%26,350.28| T 27,748.28

5. [512477610000260 | Samira Parida, At: Taradapada, P.O.: Pahanga, P.S.: Niall.| 24 8 | 18.6 |245,855.58|% 49,218.58
Subas Chandra Padhi, S/o: Harekrushna Padhi, At: Raichandoal,

6.1512477610000064 | 5 5 - "k agarda, P.S.: Niali, Dist.: Cuttack, PIN-754004 § | 3.75| T4,.665- | 7373/

7. |512465310000215 Suresh Pattanaik, S/o: Basant Pattanaik, At: Kabichandrapur,| 43 4 9.82 |210,844.25|% 11,451.25

PURI BRANCH, OLD SADAR THANA ROAD, PURI TOWN, DIST.: PURI, ODISHA-752001

Kashi Prasad Nayak, the district coor-

Dolabedi Kona, Markandeswar Sahi, Puri

dinator of the ITDA. He added that farm-

NABAKALEBARA ROAD BRANCH, NABAKALEBARA ROAD AREA,

GRAND ROAD, PURI, ODISHA

POST NEWS NETWORK tension between Odisha and AP. It has  ers keen on this farming will be pro- 1.|555877610000202 | Bikash Ranjan Pattanaik, Maitri Bihar, Sidhamahavir, puri | 201.2 | 182.1 |%4,23,560/- | ¥ 4,23,560/-
. already held panchayat elections insome  vided with all necessary help. 2.|555877610000270 | Pravakar Dash, At: Hadagodia Sahi, Jamuna Lane, Puri 29.2 25 |¥87,496.50|% 87,496.88
Malkangil;it, %Ct 30&1?ir}11‘{9111i})ybp0}’ert¥ ‘sfﬂlage& %hiitna’}‘tﬁr is SHI?QUdi?e attﬂ;e . M?na%l%\ir ﬁf ﬂ':e IITDtAdPI“OJ'fCt» Satya | [3.[555877610000236 | Kartik Sarkar, Gajapatinagar, Puri 35.5 | 29.4 [395,553.25|X 95,565.50
aman reportedly ended his life by jump- upreme Court. The neighbouring state anjan Mohanty listed out various - T . -
ingintoariver in Swabhiman Anchalof  is also reportedly trying to woo people  benefits from the farming. He assured 4.1555877610000322 (Sag:?ntgt?]t:uf rg?s':?",:’.uﬁt‘ Saehpeimne i citee B0 27.5 [¥88,793.25|% 88,805.50
Malkangiri district, a few days ago. of Kotia with sops and by carryingout  thelocals that after harvest of the straw- ' — - g
However, the incident came to the fore  developmental projects. berries, ITDA will ensure marketing | |- |555877610000318 | Pratap Singh, At: Darji Pokhari, Puri 41.8 | 382 R ’20’997'15!“'20'997'15
Saturday after his body was retrieved The ITDAs initiative to promote straw-  facility for the produce. The strawberry 6. | 555877610000305| Pratap Singh, At: Darji Pokhari, Puri 119 | 100 [33,27,713.67|%3,27,750.43
from the river. berry farming through SHGs will farming will bring about a change in eco- 7.]|555877610000154 | Pravakar Sahoo, S/o: Jati Sahoo, Heragoheri sahi, Puri 11.5 | 10.3 | ¥23,161/- |T 23,161.38
The deceased was identified as Manda financially empower women in Kotia.  nomic condition of the people. At the Shantilata Pradhan, At: Sireikanapatana at charinala, P.O.:
Pangi. He took the extreme step in front ITDA held a gram sabha over the proj-  meeting, members of three SHGs and 8. |555877610000326 Gopinathpur, Dist.: Puri 21.4 | 18.8 | 346,536/~ | Y 46,536/-
of l%lsil mi}t{lor daugh&;sn glaejirtlc;dentgag ectat Daliamba. A team of officialsand  members of 44 families were present. 9. [555877610000213 | Bibhutibhusan Palei, C/o: Damodar Palei, Talamali Sahi, Puri| 89.5 | 77.7 [%2,73,343.67R2,73,368.18
sent shock waves in the district. Pangi ha : . ; ;
been leading a miserable life after the ~=gze | 110.[555877610000226 [ S2121pmi Nanda, C/o: Sarat Chandra Nanda, Malimandap) 22 | 21.1 |2 72,001.15% 71,751.15
death of his wife. He could not get any work A % Bideshi Behera, C/o: Prafulla Behera, Baghaakhada Lane
and was unable to take care of his minor %‘2"9] Gllﬂ : 11./555877610000407 Badasankha, Puri o 14.6 11 X 21,305.20| T 21,305.20
daughter. He was always depressed and = 12.|555877610000381 | Lingaraj Sahoo, C/o: Lingaraj General Store, Matiapada, Puri| 22 17 | T 47,630/- | 47,630.38
upset, villagers said, adding that Pang 13.| 555877610000343| Bikash Kumar Mallik, At Bentapur, Brahmagiri, Puri 56 | 30 [784,114.75|% 84,114.75
and his daughter Mili went to a river. : -
Leaving the daughter on the bank, he 14.|555877610000439 | Suranjan Padhi, Bada Sahi, Kumbharapada, Puri 29.2 | 23.7 | T 45,201/- ¥ 45,201.38
jumped into the river. The incident had 15.] 555877610000219| Mirza Khrsid Alam, Mohamadianpada, Near Amla Club, Puri| 27.2 25 [T 87,149.15|7 87,149.15
taken place a few days ago. Villagers 16.|555877610000228 | Mihirakanta Biswal, At: Matiapada, Puri 60 52.7 |?1,46,333.43 31,46,345.68
had searched for him in the river; but failed .
to trace the body 17.1555877610000797 gli-:::p Kumar Sethy, At: Nabakalebara Road, Mangala Lane, 61.85 | 49.2 ]? 79,887.02| 7 68,798.34
. a?tn(laeing ir}llformeg, fire ({)fgrz?lnnel 18./555877610000932 | itishree Dash, Madhuban 1st Lane, Puri 39 35 | 62,756/ [ 61,788.25
started a search operation and finally re- - -
covered his body Saturday, Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 31.10.2021 Zonal Manager, Bank of India
o0 © o0 © oo ©
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Love is the keynote, Joy is the
music, Knowledge is the
performer, the Infinite All is the
composer and audience.

SRI AUROBINDO

m

Regressive Laws

/: ! The controversy about Sameer Wankhede’s Scheduled Caste certificate
gives us the opportunity to examine two issues. The first is reserva-
tions and the second is religious freedom. On reservations, India al-

lows Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist Dalits access to SC reservation but not
Christian and Muslim Dalits. A committee set up by the previous govern-
ment and headed by former justice Rajinder Sachar recommended that
reservations be extended to all Dalits, including Muslims, but this recom-
mendation has not been implemented. Muslims of course today have no po-
litical agency in India and cannot make demands such as reservations; they
are busy staying out of jail or avoiding being brutalised on the streets.

India gives all Scheduled Tribe individuals, including Muslims and
Christians reservations under the ST category. And of course the OBC reser-
vations are also available to Muslims and Christians. It is only the SC cate-
gory, in which Sameer Wankhede applied, that is denied to them. Wankhede’s
father was a Dalit and mother a Muslim. It is alleged that he himself is a Muslim
and therefore his application under the SC category is invalid.

Dalits and Adivasis who convert are vulnerable, because the State insists
on registering them on certificates as ‘Christian Adivasi’ making it diffi-
cult for the individuals to then access their rights including reservation. In
Gujarat, some Dalit converts to Christianity officially retain their Hindu
faith, and therefore their caste and status, a process the church condones
under a doctrine called occult compensation. This term refers to the action
of an individual seeking to recover their losses through an extra-legal act,
in this instance, the use of stealth by Dalits to
claim their right from a State which is denying
it to them unjustly.

The BJP government actively goes after
Gujarat’s Dalit and Adivasi Christians on the issue
of reservations as a way of blocking conver-
sions. March 7, 2011, the Gujarat High Court
rejected a Dalit’s access to benefits he had ear-
lier received after the government claimed he
had converted.

The court said that the man, Nimesh Zaveri,
and his family would cease to enjoy their rights

Aakar Patel

as Dalits despite having a certificate issued by

the government. People may not know that the

conversion of SC and ST individuals (and also : :
women) attracts a harsher punishment than It I§ unusual, In
conversion of other individuals. democratic countries

After 2018, BJP states began passing harsher
laws that prevent conversions especially linked
to marriage. India is a conservative cultural
society. The majority of families follow reli-

two decades into the
21st century for laws
to become regressive

gious practices and traditions at home and it is instead of
. unusual to have two people with different reli- .
/~ gions in the same family. It is theoretically pos-  Progressive. But that

sible for two people of different faiths to marry
through something called the Special Marriage
Act but it has its own problems which we need
not go into here.

The first of the new ‘love jihad’ laws was the
Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion Act, 2018. It
is unusual in that it says that people who con-
vert to Hinduism (which is called as ‘ancestral
religion’) are excluded. Meaning a Hindu cannot convert to Islam to marry
but a Muslim can become Hindu for the same reason. The Uttar Pradesh Vidhi
Viruddh Dharma Samparivartan Pratishedh Adhyadesh, 2020 has reversed
burden of proof. The testimony of an adult woman who says she has changed
her faith on her own free will is insufficient evidence and the family she mar-
ries into must satisfy the police that they have not coerced her. The Madhya
Pradesh Dharma Swatantreya Adhyadesh, 2020 punishes conversion through
marriage by 10 years in jail. It also nullifies such marriages even if the cou-

v ple has children. The Gujarat Freedom of Religion (Amendment) Act, 2021

/also has a 10-year jail sentence. Other BJP states including Karnataka and
Haryana have promised similar laws soon. It is unusual in democratic coun-
tries two decades into the 21st century for laws to become regressive instead
of progressive. But that is clearly what is happening in India today and
more of this is ahead.

Indians have the fundamental right to “freely to profess, practise and
propagate religion.” Propagate means to spread. In the Constituent Assembly,
thisright was debated fiercely on behalf of Christians as part of their right
to convert. Ambedkar’s original draft submitted to the Constituent Assembly’s
committees bore the words: “right to profess, to preach and to convert,
within limits compatible with public order and morality.” He did not com-
ment after the word was changed to propagate because he was satisfied that
propagate meant the same thing as convert. Today there is no right to prop-
agate or convert in India. To do so one has to fill out a form and it is for the
State to determine whether one can change faith or not. This makes it one
of the many peculiar things about our secular democracy.

The right to “freely profess, practice and propagate religion” is at once a
fundamental right, meaning one that enjoys a high degree of protection from
State encroachment, and also a criminal offence.

WISDOM CORNER

“ Despite everything, | believe that people are really good at heart.
ANNE FRANK

is clearly what is
happening in India
today and more of
this is ahead

“ The dog that trots about finds a bone.
GOLDA MEIR

“ A smile is a curve that sets everything straight.
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B Playing gooseberry

his odd phrase puzzles everybody who has come across it. Not the least
odd thing about it is that in its fairly short history it has flipped sense.
Today it means intruding on a couple, usually lovers, who wish to be alone. As
you might also say, “two’s company, three’s a crowd”. But when it first
appeared, in the nineteenth century, matters were very different. A delightful
story by a man who wrote under the pseudonym of “an old bachelor”
appeared in Notes and Queries in 1860. He told how he was accompanying his
nineteen-year-old niece on a walk when a young man joined them. He went
on: | observed nothing particular on the road, except that my niece and our
casual companion seemed very much taken up with one another, and left me
to my own meditations. But when we reached my brother’s house, and the
young gentleman had wished us good morning, my niece, to my great
surprise, not only informed me that | was the kindest of uncles, but added that
she could not express how much she felt obliged to me for doing gooseberry
(Notes and Queries, 20 October 1860). He asked about the expression after
dinner that evening and to his chagrin “all the gentlemen present began
laughing”. He wrote to the journal for elucidation. The editor added a note:
Though it may not be thought quite the thing, if a young lady and her
sweetheart are seen rambling through bypaths and shady lanes alone, yet if
they take the same walk accompanied by the young lady’s aunt, married
sister, grandmamma, or uncle, there is no “violation of the strictest propriety.”
The party thus sanctioning is said to do gooseberry. We confess that, had our
correspondent asked for the origin of the phrase, we should have felt at a loss;
though very possibly some other correspondent may yet come to our
assistance. Others did, pointing out that the expression was a shortened form
% of gooseberry-picker, meaning a chaperone who, innocently or on purpose,
allowed himself or herself to be distracted by something of interest —
notionally picking fruit — so allowing the young couple to be alone together.

PHYLLIS DILLER

Werner Hoyer
CLIMATE
ACTION
REPRESENTS

A TREMENDOUS
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY,
AND
POLICYMAKERS
MUST BE SAVVY
ENOUGH TO
EMBRACE IT

FOCUS CLIMATE ACTION

RESTORING CITIZENS’ TRUST

he world must change
how it tackles the cli-
mate crisis. The current
approach is too slow and
risks falling short of our own tar-
gets for limiting global warming
and mitigating its impact. And,
no longer satisfied with political
pronouncements, people are de-
manding action.

This popular unease is borne
out by the European Investment
Bank’s annual climate survey Some
75 per cent of European Union cit-
izens, 69 per cent of Britons, and 59
per cent of Americans say they are
more concerned about the climate
emergency than their governments
are. And roughly half of those sur-
veyed say the difficulty in solving
the climate crisis is primarily due
to government inactivity.

For those of us steering public
organisations, these findings should
be seen as a dire warning. If citi-
zens stop trusting their govern-
ments to do something about climate
change, many might conclude that
there is no hope and give up.
Governments then would face an
even tougher task gaining public
support for the policies and pro-
grammes that are vital to our future.

We cannot allow that to happen.
The remedy for a lack of public
confidence is to invest massively in
concrete climate projects and in-
novations, starting immediately.
Climate action represents a tremen-
dous business opportunity, and
policymakers must be savvy enough
to embrace it. The upcoming United
Nations Climate Change Conference
(COP26) in Glasgow will serve as
amajor test of the credibility of gov-
ernments’ commitment to effec-
tive action. The whole world will
be watching.

For its part, the EU is leading the
way with major commitments, in-
cluding a pledge to reduce its green-
house-gas (GHG) emissions by 55
per cent, relative to 1990 levels, by
2030. And as the EU’s climate bank,
the EIB is at the forefront of this
effort, with commitments to support

1 trillion ($1.16 trillion) of invest-
ment in climate action and envi-
ronmental sustainability by 2030.

We are in the critical decade

Globalised crises, globalised resources

José Manuel Barroso

LIKE NUCLEAR
PROLIFERATION,
TERRORISM, AND
CLIMATE CHANGE,
COVID-19 HAS
SHOWN THAT
PANDEMICS CAN
RAPIDLY
UNDERMINE
SOCIAL STABILITY
AND ECONOMIC
WELL-BEING
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e COVID-19 pandemic has

l instilled many harsh les-

sons. But the most impor-
tant is that infectious-disease out-
breaks pose a risk not just to public
health but also to global security.
Like nuclear proliferation, ter-
rorism, and climate change, COVID-
19 has shown that pandemics can
rapidly undermine social stabil-
ity and economic well-being.

This point may seem obvious
now. But before the COVID-19 cri-
sis, infectious disease barely reg-
istered on the global security
agenda. If efforts to change that by
establishing new funding and mon-
itoring mechanisms for pandemic
preparedness are to succeed, half
measures won’t cut it. To avoid a
repeat of history, our preparations
must reflect the true extent of the
challenge. We must recognise that
pandemics now represent one of the
biggest —and most likely - threats
to global security.

Preventing future pandemics
will require not only the same level
of investment as other global se-
curity threats, on which trillions are
spent routinely; but also an entirely
different way of thinking about
global security. The pandemic rep-
resents anew form of globalised cri-
sis, one that is both caused and ex-
acerbated by the modern world’s
interconnectedness.

The Spanish influenza pandemic

Platforms of hate

Sir, Social media is a tool that fosters amity and uni-
versal friendship among communities. It is definitely
not a medium to spread venom and ill-will. Facebook,
WhatsApp, Twitter, Instagram, Skype and other plat-
forms of social media should not incite communal
passion. Right to freedom of speech, afundamental right
under Article 19 (1) of the Constitution, is not absolute.
Reasonable restrictions can be imposed on freedom of
speech to safeguard the interests of the public. One mis-
information, one hate speech and one insulting re-
mark can vitiate goodwill and brotherhood among
communities. Recently; after India’s defeat in its first
T20 World Cup match, malicious campaigns against Team
India were raised by anti-social elements that created
hue and cry in social media. This was unpatriotic and
unconstitutional. This was a bad use of social media.
Let social media increase fraternity and goodwill in-
stead of creating ruptures and wounds in our hearts.
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COP26

IN PARTHERSHIP WITH ITALY

A recent survey in Europe, Britain, the S, andn

~
S

China finds that most people consider climate
change to be the defining issue of this century and
expect their governments to do more to address it.
Policymakers must respond with investments

in the green economy before fatalism sets in

for addressing climate change and
biodiversity loss. In all the coun-
tries surveyed, large majorities
(93 per cent in China, 81 per cent
in the EU, 74 per cent in the United
Kingdom, and 59 per cent in the
United States) consider climate
change the biggest challenge of
this century. Yet there is alack of
public faith in our chances of meet-
ing current goals. In the EU, 58
per cent of citizens believe their
country will fail to cut carbon
emissions drastically by 2050, com-
pared to 55 per cent in the UK and
49 per cent in the US.

Does this mean our citizens are
resigned to environmental disas-
ter? Not yet. A small majority of EU
and British citizens believe a rad-
ical change in habits is the best way
to counter climate change. But
technological innovation will be
needed to enable those adjust-
ments, which aligns with the views
of survey respondents in the US and
China about the best way forward.

Inany case, investment trumps
behavioural change. In 2020, un-
precedented pandemic-induced
restrictions on mobility and eco-
nomic activity caused a 5.8 per
cent drop in global GHG emis-
sions. That might look like good
news, but it’s really a measure of
just how challenging it will be to
achieve similar reductions every

a century ago was not this kind of
crisis. Back then, most people across
the globe lived in less dense rural
settings, and international travel
was much slower and undertaken
by only a small fraction of the pop-
ulation. But we saw something
similar in 2008-09, when economies
fell like dominoes. That was the
first globalised crisis of this cen-
tury, and we are now coming to
grips with what will be the cen-
tury’s defining crisis: climate
change.

The common denominator in
each case is that the crisis demands
solutions that no individual gov-
ernment can provide on its own. An
infectious disease cannot be fought
with traditional security counter-
measures such as economic sanc-
tions, bilateral diplomacy, deter-
rence, or military posturing. Rather,
it calls for scientific collaboration,
resilient health systems, and long-
term investments in global health
networks. Shows of force and uni-
lateral acts of national self-preser-
vation are useless. Global collabo-
ration, strategic multilateralism,
and transnational compassion are
the only way out of this kind of
disaster.

Judging by the current global
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines,
we have yet to muster the necessary
response. The coronavirus is still
winning, and a lack of global co-

Rap on

Prabhudutt Dash, BHUBANESWAR

year from now on.

We need a technological revo-
lution, and when it comes, we
must be prepared to finance it.
Decades of investment in renew-
able energy have paid off. Wind and
solar power are now highly com-
petitive and widespread. If every
driver in the EU switched to an elec-
tric vehicle tomorrow, EIB mo-
bility experts estimate that exist-
ing wind turbines would be able
to provide 85 per cent of the elec-
tricity needed to power them.

Now, we must scale up game-
changing technologies like green
hydrogen and advanced energy
storage solutions. With 75 per cent
more patents in green digital tech-
nologies than the US (and four
times as many as China), the EU
isaworld leader in this field. It also
has expertise to share in areas
such as renewable energy, climate
adaptation, flood control, advanced
weather forecasting tools, and re-
silient infrastructure.

Moreover, one-third of the 2
trillion contained in the
NextGenerationEU recovery plan
and the EU’s next long-term budget
has already been committed to the
European Green Deal. But, to rise
to the challenge, we need a Global
Green Deal that can mobilise the
private sector’s full innovative po-
tential and financial firepower. By

ordination is the principal reason
why. Instead of finding ways to
work together toward common so-
lutions in the face of an unprece-
dented crisis, key governments are
still putting their national interest
first, at the expense of the global
response we need.

The global solution to the vaccine
distribution problem is the COVID-
19 Vaccine Global Access (COVAX)
facility established last year. By
ensuring equitable access to vac-
cines for people in the poorest coun-
tries, COVAX is not only saving
millions of lives and protecting
hundreds of millions more; it is
also offering the best path to re-
covery. Even from a strictly eco-
nomic standpoint, COVAX is far
more cost-effective than any form
of fiscal or monetary stimulus.

There are now more than 1.5 bil-
lion vaccine doses being produced
each month —an astounding feat less
than a year after the first vaccine
was approved, and just 18 months
into the pandemic. It is predicted
that a total of more than 12 billion
doses will have been produced by
the end of this year. Yet while that
is enough to vaccinate every adult
on the planet, we are still a long way
from doing so, because distribu-
tion is so inequitable. Shockingly,
only 3.1 per cent of eligible people
in low-income countries have re-
ceived at least one dose, on average,

knuckles

exporting its cutting-edge clean
technologies, the EU can be the
link between those organising cli-
mate action, those pursuing in-
novation, and those managing eco-
nomic development. These are the
pillars upon which a sustainable
global economy will rest.

To be sure, there are potential
downsides to the green transi-
tion, and addressing them re-
quires immediate action. Those
hit hardest by the move away
from polluting industries will
need to be supported through
compensatory investment. As we
pursue technological break-
throughs, we must not neglect
the need for continuing massive
investment in mature climate
technology such as wind farms.
Similarly, efficiency-boosting in-
vestments could make a major
dent in the 35 per cent of GHG
emissions that comes from build-
ings - the single biggest energy
consumers. And energy system
integration (through a single
market for energy) would go a
long way toward achieving the
EU’s carbon-neutrality target.

For policymakers, the imper-
ative is to eliminate barriers to
investment such as regulatory
uncertainty and fragmented mar-
Kkets, particularly now that COVID-
19 has created additional obsta-
cles such as high private-sector
debt. According to the EIB’s
2020/2021 Investment Report, 45
per cent of EU firms plan to cut
or delay their investment plans
because of the pandemic.

The message from this year’s cli-
mate survey is clear. Governments
must act now if they are to retain
the good will of their citizens.
That means making immediate
climate investment on a massive
scale, with a major emphasis on in-
novation and the opportunities
associated with building a new,
reinvigorated economy. Europe,
with its ingenuity and financial
muscle, must be at the center of this
global transformation.

The writer is President of the
European Investment Bank.
©PROJECT SYNDICATE

compared to more than 71.1 per
cent of people in high-income coun-
tries.

This disparity is both morally
wrong and dangerously short-
sighted. By prolonging the pan-
demic and allowing more oppor-
tunities for the virus to generate new
variants, it ultimately harms every-
one. But this failure will not be
corrected until governments start
acting globally. Mustering a gen-
uinely global response is neces-
sary both to end this crisis and to
avert the next one.

Globalised crises require that
we globalise critical resources - in
today’s case, vaccines. G20 gov-
ernments have the power to lead the
way by ending the vaccine hoard-
ing and export bans that have im-
peded supplies, and by donating
more doses to COVAX. But as urgent
as such measures are, they are
mostly band-aids - solutions toa cri-
sis within a crisis. To avoid a repeat
of COVID-19, we need more ex-
pansive pandemic preparedness
mechanisms built around the model
of globalised resources that COVAX
pioneered. We cannot wait until
the next outbreak has already be-
come a global security threat. By that
time, it will be too late.

The writer is Chair of Gavi,
the Vaccine Alliance.
©PROJECT SYNDICATE

Sir, Transparency and accountability are cornerstones of an effective and responsive
government. What will happen if an elected government is loathe to come out with
facts or becomes too insensitive to criticisms and questions on a contentious issue that
has invaded the private space of its citizens? The Supreme Court wants to know, and
perfectly so with regard to the Pegasus snoop issue of 2019. ‘National security’ was
cited by the Centre while it consistently evaded uncomfortable questions and parried
the Opposition’s inconvenient references. Individuals whose private spaces were
breached were not only secretly scrutinised but their social media accounts were hacked.
The Centre’s reluctance to file a detailed affidavit on the issue has sown seeds of sus-
picion. The top court has succinctly said that there cannot be a ‘free pass’ for the gov-
ernment every time it invokes ‘national security’. Invasion of privacy, if any, should
be quite reasonable and backed by constitutional clauses. The committee put in place
by the Supreme Court has been given wide terms of reference. Whether existing rules
and regulations are robust enough to secure a citizen’s right to privacy is one crucial
issue the committee will have to go into apart from suggesting a mechanism that would
allow citizens to raise grievances without fear. Perhaps a new authority, exclusively
dealing with such transgressions, is what the court expects to be put in place. All this——
said, the ball is now in the government’s court.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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into loan scam in PACS

Lakhs of rupees were allegedly siphoned
off by the secretary of Markandpur PACS

Jajpur, Oct 30: A probe into alleged
irregularities in disbursal of loans
to farmers at the Primary
Agricultural Cooperative Societies
(PACS), Markandpur in Jajpur dis-
trict, has been ordered.

It is alleged that government
funds worth lakhs of rupees have
been siphoned off allegedly by the
secretary of Markandpur PACS
by illegally keeping the passbooks
of farmers with him instead of re-
turning them.

The matter came to the fore after
the deputy registrar, cooperative so-
cieties (credit) in Bhubaneswar in
a letter (dated-26.10.2021) directed
the deputy registrar, cooperative so-
cieties, Cuttack II division to con-
duct a probe and take necessary ac-
tion. The order was made after a
farmer, Ajay Kumar Muduli, af-
filiated to the PACS, lodged a com-
plaint with the directorate.

The deputy registrar, cooperative
societies (credit) has also directed
to submit an action taken report to
the directorate. This is the sec-

7~ ond major irregularities taking

place in the PACS during last three
years.

According to reports, Muduli
had taken a loan of Rs 13,000 for

The deputy registrar,
cooperative societies
(credit) in Bhubaneswar
directed the deputy
registrar, cooperative
societies, Cuttack I
division to conduct a probe
and take necessary action

Kharip cultivation in 2009. He how-
ever, failed to repay the loan owing
to various problems. The loan with
its interest went up to Rs 17,500.
Later, he cleared all the loans along
with the interest after the secretary
insisted upon him, September 2,
2020.

The secretary, however, instead
of giving him a receipt towards
clearance of loans mentioned the
loan amount of Rs 13,000 along
with the interest of Rs 4,500 in his
passbook under serial number of
26550. He even kept the passbook
with him without returning it.

The secretary even mentioned
that he has taken another kharip
loan, September 29, 2020 and made
him sign in a withdrawal form
without even applying for a loan.
Later, the secretary withdrew the

loan in the name of Muduli and
gave him only Rs 10,000

Suspecting foul play, Muduli met
the secretary and insisted on giv-
ing him back the receipt but the lat-
ter refused. Muduli visited the
bank and made an enquiry where
he found that aloan of Rs 21,600 has
been withdrawn from the bank
against his name.

On being questioned, the secre-
tary said he will repay the rest of
the loan amount and will return all
his receipts and loan passbooks
once the audit gets completed.

Since then a year has passed,
but the secretary is yet to return him
the receipts or the passbook. Later,
the secretary gave him a new pass-
book which did not have the sig-
nature of the bank supervisor.

It was mentioned that Rs 21,600
had been withdrawn as loan
September 19, 2021. It is alleged
that the secretary used the old re-
ceipts and has mentioned the pre-
vious loan to sanction a new loan.

What is more surprising is that
the secretary has allegedly col-
lected Rs 1000 from each of the loa-
nee farmers when there is no such
provision. Moreover, loans have
been sanctioned to the kin of the
farmers even if a loan is out-
standing on the family.

The secretary has allegedly sanc-
tioned loans in the name of fake
farmers who do not have farm-
land. He has also allegedly sanc-
tioned loans to some of its members
by mortgaging their properties
which is illegal. Farmers have de-
manded a special audit into the ir-
regularities allegedly committed by
the secretary:.

Earlier, the authorities of
Markandpur, PACS had siphoned
off lakhs of rupees by procuring
paddy against the names of four
members of afarmer’s family. The
then secretary and some PACS of-
ficials were suspended after the
Orissa High Court directed a probe.

Efforts to contact ARCS Prasant
Kumar Mallick over phone failed
as he did not respond to the call.

A camp to detect physicaly-challenged people at Langaleswar in Balasore,
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Migrant labourer dies, 8 others
sustain injuries in road mishap

POST NEWS NETWORK

Papadahandi, Oct 30: A migrant
labourer died on the spot while
eight others sustained grievous
injuries after the SUV they were
travelling in met with an accident
near Babaji Guda on National
Highway-26 under Maidalpur po-
lice limits in Nabarangpur dis-
trict, Saturday.

While the deceased has been
identified as Asish Kumar Bharti,
the identities of the injured pas-
sengers are yet to be ascertained.
However, it is learnt that they are
all migrant labourers from
Jharkhand.

According to a source, the nine
men had gone to Hyderabad to
work at a construction site. On

BJD revamps women wing in Ganjam

92 NEW OFFICE-BEARERS INCLUDING 14 VICE PRESIDENTS APPOINTED

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Oct 30: Ahead of

¥panchayat and civic body polls,

/

},

the Biju Janata Dal(BJD) has re-
vamped its women wing in Ganjam.
The ruling party has restructured
its district unit of Mahila BJD
with induction of 92 new office
bearers who are expected to
strengthen its woman vote bank in
the district.

This was stated by the district
unit president of the Mahila BJD
Sanghamitra Dalai.

Since the party has worked out
its strategy with focus on women
votes, it has been implementing a
host of measures for women SHGs,
who would play a key role in the
coming polls.

In the revamp of the Mahila
BJD, the party has appointed 14
vice presidents and an equal num-
ber of general secretaries in the
unit.

Besides, 64 women from differ-
ent Assembly constituencies have
been made secretaries.

Itis said that creation of such a
number of posts in the party’s dis-

A van meant to create awareness on need of savings being flagged off on the occasion of World Thrift Day at Sambalpur, Saturday

trict unit has given moral strength
to women who will work hard for
garnering women support for the
party in the panchayat and civic
body elections.

The women office bearers will be
visiting wards, blocks and pan-
chayats to reorganize women vot-
ers and highlight various devel-
opment works being implemented
by the state government.

They will also point out failure
of the NDA government at the cen-
tre in areas of price spiral of es-

sential commodities, domestic gas
and fuels.

Notably, the Mahila BJD will
stage district-wide protests over
these issues against the Centre
November 1.

Women will be mobilsed to stage
protests in the areas under
Berhampur Municipal Corporation,
in front of block offices, tehsil of-
fices.

The 14 vice presidents of the
Mahila BJD in Ganjam are
Soudamini Biswal, Pradipta Reddy;
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It is said that creation of such a
large number of posts in the
party’s district unit has given

moral strength to women who
will work hard for garnering
women support for the party in
the panchayat and civic body
elections

The women office bearers will be
visiting wards, blocks and
panchayats to reorganize women
voters and highlight various
development works being
implemented by the state
government

They will also point out failure of
the NDA government at the
centre in areas of price rise of
essential commodities, domestic
gas and fuels. Mahila BJD will
stage district-wide protests over
these issues November 1

Sumati Pradhan, V Laxmi, R
Subani, Sanjukta Samal, P
Harapriya, Sunita Mallick, Y Rupa
Patra, Namita Patra, Sasmita Rout,
Bilasini Padhi, Mitanjali Mishra
and Sarojini Mohanty.
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All migrant labourers
were from Jharkhand.
They had gone to
Hyderabad to work ata
construction site. They
were returning home in
an SUV, Saturday

Saturday, they were returning
home in a Scorpio.

The driver dozed off as they
were nearing Babaji Guda and the
van veered to a side and ran into
an acacia tree, leading to the mishap.

On being informed, a team from
Maidalpur police station reached

the spot and rescued the injured pas-
sengers and recovered the body
for post mortem. The injured per-
sons are receiving treatment at
Papadahandi community health
centre (CHC).

A detailed investigation is un-
derway, it was learnt.
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Students’ industrial tour
hy Centurion Public School

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paralakhemundi, Oct 30: A stu-
dents' Industrial tour programme
was organised by Centurion Public
School, Paralakhemundi in asso-
ciation with socio cultural devel-
opment centre, Odisha and sup-
ported by the Department of
Science and Technology,
Government of India.

Nearly 150 students visited JP
Foods Factory, Gajapati Doors,
Gram Taranga in IDCO area, the
cashew factory at Hadubhangi,
mini tool room and an apparel unit
in the Centurion University
Campus. Banamali Sahu, SCDC,
chairman, Sunita Panigrahee, prin-

cipal Centurion Public school ™

Mr.Sambit Patro, regional direc-
tor, Pradeep Kumar Panda, ad-
ministrator and the teachers also
participated.

Man beats father to death in Nabarangpur

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nabarangpur, Oct 30: A man was
beaten to death by his son at
Yogidangari village of Tohara
gram panchayat under Umerkote
block in Nabarangpur district
Friday night. The deceased has
been identified as Gopi Santa and
the accused Chakra Santa.
According to a source, Chakra
returned home in an inebriated
state Friday. He picked up a quar-
rel with his father over some issues.
The scene turned ugly when Chakra

lost his cool and started thrash-
ing his father with a wooden plank.

Hearing Gopi’s cries for help,
neighbours came to the spot and res-

cued a severely injured Gopi. They
immediately rushed him to
Umerkote community health cen-
tre (CHC). However, he succumbed
while undergoing treatment.

Asthe news reached the village,
the villagers detained the accused
and informed the police.

On being informed, police
reached the CHC and recovered
the body for post mortem. Back in
the village, villagers handed over
the accused to the police.

A detailed investigation is un-
derway, it was learnt.

Mother & child-care hosp
work moves at snail’s pace

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, Oct 30: As if 134
doctor posts out of total sanctioned
posts of 224 lying vacant in
Kendrapara district was not enough,
steps are also not being taken to
strengthen the healthcare infra-
structure in the district.

The slow pace of construction of
Mother and Child-care Hospital at
Samagudia on the outskirts of
Kendrapara town indicates nothing
but the district administration’s
inertia. The under-construction fa-
cility is five kilometres from
Kendrapara district headquarters
hospital (DHH). Its construction
work started in December; 2018 and
is still going on.

Notably; 5T Secretary VK Pandian
during his visit to Kendrapara dis-
trict in 2019 had directed the district
administration to ensure comple-
tion of the project within four
months. But it did not happen.

Since no review regarding the
construction work is being carried
out by the district administration,
the town residents are critical of it.

Expressing concern,
Rashmiranjan Mohapatra, an in-
telligentsia, said the Kendrapara
DHH is not big enough to cater to
Obstetrics and Gynaecology de-
partment. Treatments of mothers
and new-born babies are being car-
ried out in an unsafe and danger-
ous manner. Keeping this in view,
a 100-bed hospital is being con-
structed at Samagudia. The project
was initially scheduled to take off
in December, 2016 and its con-
struction period was just two years.

However, its construction work
started in 2018 and five years have
since passed. It was viewed that

Sub-Collector Niranjan
Behera said, “The work
got delayed due to
labourer unrest and
Covid-19 restrictions.
The contractor was
admonished

the Mother and Child-care Hospital
would go along way in making the
district health department active.
But it failed drastically.

Echoing the same, another town
resident and member of
Mahakalpara Youth Club, Bibhuti
Bhushan Rout said since the DHH
fails to deliver treatment to moth-
ers and babies, the patients after
being misled by middlemen are
opting for private hospitals and
nursing homes.

There the patients are fleeced in
the name of treatment. At the same
time, incidents of deaths of moth-
ers and newly-born babies are being
reported frequently from these pri-

vate hospitals.

Citinglabour unrest as the main
reason for this unusual delay,
Amarabara Biswal said the con-
tractor of the Mother and Child-care
Hospital has also other construction
projects of the district adminis-
tration in its hand. The projects
are being executed through sub-
leases. Labourers stop working for
not getting their wages in time.

In this regard, social activist
Soumyaranjan Biswal said
Kendrapara district is not so fi-
nancially developed. Demanding
proper treatment, the district res-
idents are resorting to strike and ag-
itation. That the district adminis-
tration paying no heeds is a matter
of great concern.

When asked, Sub-Collector
Niranjan Behera said, “The work
got delayed due to labourer unrest
and Covid-19 restrictions. However,
after the contractor firm was ad-

monished, the work isnow goingon
at full speed. I had visited the site—

Monday. The construction work
will soon end.”
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Protests to continue, says BKU

Mufti writes to PM over action against students

THE EX-CM NOTES THAT SUCH PUNITIVE ACTIONS WILL ONLY FURTHER THE SENSE OF MISTRUST AND ALIENATION BETWEEN
THE YOUNGER GENERATION IN KASHMIR AND THE REST OF THE COUNTRY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, Oct 30: Expressing
shock at the punitive action against
some Kashmiri students for al-
legedly celebrating Pakistan’s vic-
tory over India in a cricket match,
PDP president Mehbooba Mufti
wrote to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Saturday and sought his in-
tervention so that their future is not
destroyed.

She noted that such punitive ac-
tions will only further the sense of
mistrust and alienation between the
younger generation in Kashmir
and the rest of the country, and
added patriotism and a sense of
loyalty have to be cultivated with
compassion.

Her letter to Modi came after
medical students living in hostels
of the Government Medical College
Srinagar and the SKIMS Hospital
here were booked under the strin-
gent Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Actand three students from Kashmir
studying in Agra were arrested for
alleged provocative slogans and so-
cial media posts celebrating
Pakistan’s victory over India in the
T20 World Cup match played in
Dubai October 24.

“I'write to you with a deep sense
of disappointment and concern
about the alarming situation in
Jammu and Kashmir. Not too long

ago when you presided over an all-
party meeting in Delhi you ex-
pressed your intention to remove
‘dil ki doori’ between Delhi and
J&K. In my capacity as the President
of PDP, I suggested a few confi-
dence building measures that would
have provided a sense of relief and
breathing space to the people of
J&K,” Mehbooba wrote.

“We had been waiting for the roll-
out of apolicy to address the hearts
and minds of people, especially
youth,” she said. The PDP presi-
dent said there were also expectations
that Union Home Minister Amit
Shah's recent visit to J&K would
have led to ameaningful reach-out,
especially after his statement about
engaging with the youth here.

“Instead, what followed was
shocking and worrying. A friendly
cricket match between India and
Pakistan that was solely a source
of entertainment for people
here...Led to booking (of) youngsters
under the draconian UAPA for sim-
ply choosing to cheer the winning
side,” she said. Mehbooba said the
brightest young people pursuing
professional courses like MBBS
have been targeted and slapped
with anti-terror laws.

“...Three students in Agra too
have been arrested and charged
with sedition for the same reasons.
This, despite the college’s own ad-

I

want to tell the

mission that they Wisdom deems it
didn’t engage in people of the country, prudent for this
any activity b«_ecause we have got tired of government to
that might be | telling the government, that you ' “engage with
construed as | cannot make someone love the ' them, under-
anti-na- nation by force. Sport is a sport || stand their as-
tional,” she | and arresting students and youth ' pirations and
said. because of it will not make the | goals. I fer-

The former situation better, but rather vently request
chief minister make it worse... you to intervene
Said patriotism MEHBOOBA MUFTI | SO that the future
and a sense of loy- PDP PRESIDENT of these

alty have to be cultivated

with compassion and cannot

be “forced by wielding the baton or
by the barrel of a gun.”

“Such punitive actions laced
with contempt will only further
the sense of mistrust and alien-
ation between the younger gener-
ation and rest of the country....

Complaint against JNU over
‘anti-India’ reference in webinar

fINDo -ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Oct 30: A Delhi-based
lawyer Saturday filed a police com-
plaint against the JNU’s Centre
for Women's Development Studies
and organisers of a webinar, for al-
legedly using the phrase ‘Indian
Occupation in Kashmir’.

Advocate Vineet Jindal, in his
complaint to Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh Ashtana,
stated that the webinar titled
‘Gender Resistance and Fresh
Challenges in Post 2019 Kashmir’
was to be organised by the Centre
October 29, at 8.30 p.m. and the de-
tails were also available on the

/ JNU website.

“In the subject of the invitation
to the seminar, it was mentioned
Gendered Resistance to Indian
Occupation in Kashmir. By men-
tioning this phrase, the organis-
ers of the webinar have depicted
the forceful occupation of Kashmir
by the Indian government and this
phrase has questioned the integrity
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and unity of the country,” the com-
plaint read.

It further said the phrase Tndian
Occupation to Kashmir' is clearly
perceived to be the forceful occu-
pation of Kashmir by Indian gov-
ernment which is surely not true.

The complaint filed against JNU
under section 121A, 124 A, 505 of IPC
and 74 of IT Act 2008, also attached
the screenshot of the proposed on-
line seminar in the petition.

“The phrase also indicates the in-
tention of the organisers that in the
pretext of this webinar it was pur-
posefully used to publicise the idea,
provoke and instigate people against
the Indian government,” it stated.

The webinar was cancelled after

Farm fires keep Delhi’s air
quality in ‘poor’ category

Stubble burning accounted for 12 per cent of the
national capital’s PM2.5 pollution

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 30: The air qual-
ity in Delhi remained poor for the
fourth consecutive day Saturday
with stubble burning accounting
for 12 per cent of the national cap-
ital’s PM2.5 pollution, government
data showed.

According to the Ministry of
Earth Sciences’ air quality fore-
cast agency SAFAR, over 1,800 farm
fires were observed in the northwest
region of Delhi Friday.

The Central Pollution Control
Board's data showed the capital
recorded a 24-hour average air
quality index (AQI) of 268.

An AQI between zero and 50 is
considered ‘good’, 51 and 100 ‘sat-
isfactory’, 101 and 200 ‘moderate’,
201 and 300 ‘poor’, 301 and 400 ‘very

poor’, and 401 and 500 ‘severe’.

SAFAR said the air quality is
likely to improve to the moderate
category on Sunday due to change
in the wind direction from north-
westerly to south easterly.

The Sub-Committee on Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP) had
Thursday directed authorities in
Delhi and NCR states to imple-
ment measures under the ‘very
poor’ category in addition to steps
listed under ‘poor’ to ‘moderate’
AQI category under GRAP.

The Graded Response Action
Plan is a set of anti-pollution meas-
ures followed in Delhi and its vicin-
ity towns according to the severity
of the situation that comes into
force in mid-October when air pol-
lution levels in the region start
worsening.

the protest by certain people as the
subject of the webinar was found
questionable and objectionable,
which clearly proves that the or-
ganisers had mala fide intentions
against the integrity of the coun-
try or some other hidden agenda.

“Kashmir is an integrated part
of India justlike any other state of
India, so calling or publicly popu-
larising it as an occupied state is
an anti-national act, which not
only instigates the common man
but also provokes communal dishar-
mony among the masses. The sub-
ject of Kashmir has always been a
delicate and sensitive one due to the
involvement of the other neigh-
bouring countries who wish to cre-
atenational discord, so stating the
said phrase accounts to an inten-
tional act of creating disturbance
among the citizens of the coun-
tries and the states which is not ac-
ceptable in any manner and must
be dealt with an iron hand by lodg-
ing FIR against the organisers of
the webinar,” it added.

young bright
minds is not destroyed,” she
wrote to Modi.

Mehbooba said political parties
and their fortunes will wax and
wane over the course of time, but
what matters the most is the future
generation that will have to carry
the burdens of the past yet strive

to fulfil the expectations of a bet-
ter tomorrow.

Meanwhile, speaking to reporters
in Anantnag, Mehbooba said she
has written to the prime minister
that he needs to win the hearts of
the people of Kashmir.

“The states and the country do
not run on force. This way, the fu-
ture of our youngsters will be de-
stroyed and the youth will be fur-
ther alienated and will cause
problems for J-K and the country,”
she said. The PDP president said,
“You need sympathy and love so that
you win the hearts of the people
here and they identify with India
rather than with Pakistan.”

“I want to tell the people of the
country, because we have got tired
of telling the government, that you
cannot make someone love the na-
tion by force. Sport isa sport and ar-
resting students and youth because
of it will not make the situation bet-
ter, but rather make it worse. You can-
not force anyone tolike a particular
player. India is a huge democratic
country. This democracy and the
Constitution have given us the right
to like any player,” she added.

Mehbooba also said her party
workers tried to take out a protest
march in Srinagar against ‘these
excesses’ and arrests, “but unfor-
tunately they were not allowed to
come out...What democracy is this?”
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as police remove harricades

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Oct 30: After Delhi
Police started removing the barri-
cades from the Ghazipur border,
farmers protesting at the site for
nearly a year against the three con-
tentious farm laws have expressed
apprehension that they also might
be removed. The Bharatiya Kisan
Union (BKU) has issued a state-
ment appealing to the farmers to
reach the site as soon as possible to
strengthen the agitation.

“There isno confusion about the
status quo on the border: Protests will
continue. There isno change in the
strategy of farmers,” the BKU said
in the statement. “It was the police
which had put the barricades after
the January 26 incident. Delhi Police
is correcting its mistake after farm-
ers gave an affidavit in the Supreme
Court that they have not blocked the
roads. Farmers in large numbers are
present at Ghazipur border.”

The BKU appealed to farmers to

A prison inmate makes candles at District Jail Ambphalla ahead of Diwali, in Jammu, Saturday.

Kashmir: The apple basket of the world

Kashmir, despite militant activities and cross-border terrorism has always shown exceptional interest in the fruit
business, being the biggest producer and supplier of quality apples for centuries

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar/New Delhi, Oct 30:
Kashmiri Apples (tsonth) have been
mentioned many times in history, far
back as the 7th century when Chinese
pilgrim Hieun Tsang sang about
the fruit’s sweetness. The high-al-
titude temperate region of Kashmir
is known to be the ideal fruit culti-
vation land. During hisreign in the
Valley, Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin (15th
century) imported many fruit grafts
and laid out orchards to grow them.
But the historical account of Kalhana
in Rajtarangni proves that the cul-
tivation of apples in the Valley isan
affair that dates back more than
3,000 years.

King Nara in 1,000 BC asked for
the fruit to be grown on roadsides,
agricultural land, and forests to pro-
vide ample food and shade for the
needy. Several wild species of the
fruit indicate their antiquity and
relationship with the Valley. Today
apples are synonymous with
Kashmir; the Valley is the apple bas-
ket of the world growing 113 va-
rieties of the fruit.

Horticulture is one of the prime
industries of the Valley - espe-
cially the apple industry, which is
ameans of income for 55 per cent
of the Kashmiri population gen-
erating revenue of Rs 1,500 crore
annually. The Union Territory ad-
ministration is focused to set up
high-density orchards that ac-
commodate more plants with a
better yield variety - Grade-A qual-
ity apples.

Many districts have witnessed a
change of landscape recently; hun-

dreds of acres of land used by brick
kiln makers and paddy fields have
been converted to apple orchards
to support farmers. The govern-
ment has helped farmers to set up
the plant and infrastructure with
a 50 per cent subsidy and free con-
sultations on topics such as cut-
ting, pruning, grading. These farm-
ers are making about Rs 11akh per
kanal shifting to the apple crop.
To boost the horticulture in-
dustry J&K administration is pro-
moting new scientific techniques
and methods for the farmers to
help them produce this sweet king
of the Valley. They are setting up
free knowledge centers to educate
growers on topics like urea spray-
ing purpose, dosage, and timing, to
clear misconceptions on crop dis-
eases, and to bring uniformity in
yield. The government has pro-
vided for farm machines like trac-
tors and sprayers and trained farm-
ers with marketing and packaging

know-how: This has changed the eco-
nomic profile of the industry.
Besides the economic value, the
conversion of paddy fields to high-
yielding apple orchards has created
new job opportunities. A year back
the Union government had ap-
proved the MIS (Marketing
Intervention Scheme) for the hor-
ticulture sector which continues
to ensure optimum prices to the
apple farmers and the needed fil-
lip to the economy: It also provides
for insurance cover, thereby sta-
bilizing the farmers' income. As 12
LMT (Lakh Metric Tonnes) of ap-
ples can be produced under this
scheme, job opportunities for an-
cillary services like transporta-
tion, cleaning orchards, labeling,
and categorizing, are also on the
rise. The MIS scheme launched in
September 2019 was lauded by the
apple farmers as it was a ray of
hope after disturbances in the
Valley following the abrogation

of Article 370.

The facility of cold storage in the
Valley has also proven to be a boon
for the farmers - losses have been
minimized to a large extent. Prices
have been stabilized at a hand-
some range; a 10-kg apple box de-
mands anywhere between Rs 1,000
-Rs 1,800, depending upon the qual-
ity Cold storages located at Shopian,
Pulwama, Lassipora, and a few
other areas of the north, can store
up to 2.5 LMT of apples.

Now the apples are directly pro-
cured by the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation
(NAFED) from the growers/ag-
gregators at optimum prices and the
payment is promptly made to the par-
ties through the bank. With no mid-
dlemen, no delayed payments, and
reduction of distress sales, farmers
can focus tension-free on their or-
chards. The government has also
guaranteed NAFED a sum of Rs
2,500 crore for this process; and the
losses, if any; are to be shared equally
between the Central Government
and UT administration.

Kashmir, despite militant ac-
tivities and cross-border terror-
ism has always shown exceptional
interest in the fruit business, being
the biggest producer and supplier
of quality apples for centuries.
With the new road projects under
the National Highways and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited, the apple
business of Kashmir is only look-
ing to compete for the first position
in the world. The convenience of
good roads will increase outreach
for farmers and boost tourism.

reach the site as soon as possible and
strengthen the agitation. They said
there is a conspiracy against the
stir and they will fight it. They are
using social media to convey the
message. In an appeal to the farm-
ers, the BKU said: “Reach the
Ghazipur border and strengthen
the agitation. Every day there is a
conspiracy against the movement,
we have to be ready against every
conspiracy.” BKU media in-charge
Dharmendra Malik said: “Our
protest will continue with more
vigour. We are appealing to the
farmers to reach in large numbers.”

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha in
astatement said: “Our stand is vin-
dicated. It was the police which had
blocked the roads, not us. We had left
the space for traffic movement, but
the police put up the barricades.”

Friday, police were seen removing
iron nails that were installed on
NH9 at Ghazipur, where hundreds
of protesters have been occupying
a stretch since November 2020.

PTI PHOTO

‘Pak’s ISI pushing
terrorists to hit
J&K security posts’

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Oct 30: Following the
recent civilian killings in the
Kashmir, Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (IST) is now pushing the
terrorists and overground workers,
as well as hybrid terrorists, to hit
the security forces’ camps and
posts in the Valley, sources said.

The sources quoting intelligence
inputs, have confirmed that the
IST has asked the handlers of ter-
ror outfits active in Pakistan oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK) such as
Lashakar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-
Mohammad and the newly-floated
‘The Resistance Force’ to instruct
its cadre to hit the security forces’
camps and posts.

They also said that some heavily-
armed terrorists who might have
sneaked into the Valley earlier; may
sprawl on security establishments,
therefore, extra vigil have been in-
structed without any laxity.

The ongoing anti-terror opera-
tion in Poonch has indicated the
preparation level of these terror-
ist groups, they added.

The sources also said that de-
spite the high security apparatus
that have activated in Jammu and
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Kashmir especially after the re-
cent visit by Union Home Minister——

Amit Shah, these inputs are a mat-
ter of concern.
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Entrepreneurial
‘ mindset is not

only needed for | = & |y
running a business iy
but for everyone so N |
that they can k/ /
y AR [

contribute in the
nation's progress with innovative
thinking

MANISH SISODIA | DELHI DEPUTY CM

Under Modi’s
‘ leadership
India is
marching ahead on

the path of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas,
Sabka Prayas’

J P NADDA | BJP PRESIDENT

The Assam
‘ government

has set January
15 as the deadline to
complete Covid-19
vaccination with both
doses for all the
estimated 2.1 crore eligible
population in the state

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

SHORT TAKES

B Medical college
aspirant ends life

Chennai: A 20-year-old
medical college aspirant
committed suicide near
Pollachi in Tamil Nadu's
Coimbatore, police said
Saturday. However, no suicide
note was found giving the

} reason for K. Keerthivasan

’ taking the extreme step.
According to police,
Keerthivasan had told his
parents that he may not get
the required marks in the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) to get a
medical college seat after
seeing the answer key that
was released.

.......................................

B PLFI commander
arrested in Delhi

New Delhi: The Delhi Police
has arrested a commander of
} the Naxal outfit People's
Liberation Front of India from
Dhaula Kuan area here,
officials said Saturday. The
accused has been identified
as Anurag Ram alias Anurag
Sadlohar alias Dhalbir, they
said. The police received
information that the
commander of the Naxal outfit
was hiding in Delhi. Ram had
been evading arrest after
escaping from a lock-up inside
Jashpur district court in
Chhattisgarh, they said. Ram
was an active member of the
PLFI and was wanted in
several cases. He was hiding
at the border area of Punjab
and Haryana for the last seven
years, a senior police officer
said.

......................................

¥ Two charred

Bhuj: Two men were charred
to death in a blaze that broke
out after a collision between
two dumper trucks on a
highway in Gujarat's Kutch
district, police said Saturday.
The accident occurred near
Ghaneti village on Bhuj-
Bhachau Highway late on
Friday night, an official from
Paddhar police station said.
The two trucks burst into
flames after they collided with
each other, as they were being
driven at a high speed, the
official said. The drivers of
both vehicles Rajesh Chavda
and Ramdayaram Yadav, were
burnt to death, he said.

......................................

B Man killed

Kota (Rajasthan): A 40-year-old
man was allegedly beaten to
death by five men in Surya
Nagar area here after an
altercation over a drunk
comment, police said Saturday.
The deceased, Shashi Bhumlia,
was a resident of Surya Nagar
which comes under the
Udhyog Nagar Police Station of
the city. In her complaint to the
police, Reena, the wife of the
deceased, said her husband
who was drunk then had got
into a scuffle with a neighbor

named Pintu alias Rakesh on
} Friday morning, Kota city
Superintendent of Police Vikas
Pathak said.

CONGRESS LEADER

PM will be more powerful as
Cong not serious: Mamata

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Panaji, Oct 30: Trinamool Congress
(TMC) supremo Mamata Banerjee
Saturday trained her guns on the
Congress, saying that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will be-
come more powerful as the grand
old party is not serious about pol-
itics, and alleged that the country
is suffering because that party
does not take decisions.

Apparently targeting the BJP-
led central government, she said
she will not tolerate Delhi's 'dada-
giri' (bullying) any more.
Addressing a group of media per-
sons here on the last day of her
three-day visit to the coastal
state, where Assembly polls are
due early next year, Banerjee,
when asked about whether she
is in the race for the prime min-
ister's post in the next general
elections, said she prefers to be
an "LIP- less important person"
and a street fighter.

The 66-year-old TMC chief ar-
rived in Goa Thursday evening
and held several meetings with
local leaders of her party and
other politicians. Her party has
announced that it will contest
all 40 seats in the state, which is
currently ruled by the BJP.

Speaking about the Congress,
she said, "I cannot say every-
thing right now because they
didn't take politics seriously.
Modiji is going to be more pow-

66-year-old TMC
chief arrived in Goa
Thursday evening and
[l held several meetings
with local leaders of her
party and other
politicians

HER PARTY HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IT WILL
CONTEST ALL 40 SEATS IN THE STATE, WHICH IS

CURRENTLY RULED BY THE BJP

erful because of the
Congress...If one cannot take de-
cision, why the country should
suffer for that?"

"They (Congress) got oppor-
tunity (in the past). Instead of
fighting against BJP, they con-
tested against me in my state.
Don't you think when they con-
tested against me, when they
contest my political party in
Bengal...," she said.
Incidentally, her criticism of
the Congress came on the day
its leader Rahul Gandhi is also
in Goa to kickstart the party's
campaign in the state.

Recently, poll strategist
Prashant Kishor, who is cur-
rently lobbying for the TMC for

1 BJP MLA, 6 rebel
BSP MLAs join SP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Oct 30: Seven legisla-
tors - one from the BJP and six
suspended from the BSP - joined the
Samajwadi Party (SP) in Uttar
Pradesh Saturday in the presence
of Akhilesh Yadav, who hit out at
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and also claimed the BJP and the
Congress "are the same".

"The people of the state are so ag-
itated that the BJP will be wiped out
in the coming days and Bhajpa
pariwar (BJP family) will appear
as Bhaagta Pariwar (runaway fam-
ily)," the SP chief said here while
taunting the ruling party over its
MLA Rakesh Rathore's desertion
and indicating that some others
from the BJP were also in touch
with him in the poll-bound state.

Those who joined the SP - BJP
MLA from Sitapur Rakesh Rathore
and BSP rebels Aslam Raini
(Shrawati), Sushma Patel
(Madiyahon), Aslam Ali (Hapur),
Hakim Lal Bind (Handia), Mujtaba
Siddiqui (Phoolpur) and Hargovind
Bhargava (Sidhauli) - expressed

their resolve to make Akhilesh
Yadav the Chief Minister again in
the coming elections.

Taking to Twitter, Yadav claimed
that the BJP will not get enough
ticket-aspirants "even if it declares
403 chief ministers" as the party is
staring at defeat in the assembly
polls. The UP Assembly's strength
is 403.

Earlier this year, an audio clip
purportedly of Rathore criticis-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for asking people to clap
and clang bells and plates during
the COVID-19 pandemic had gone
viral on social media, after which
he was asked by the party lead-
ership to explain his alleged anti-
party activities.

The BSP rebels who joined the
SP were suspended by BSP pres-
ident Mayawati after they had
opposed the nomination of the
party's official candidate Ramji
Gautam for Rajya Sabha in
October 2020. They had report-
edly met Akhilesh Yadav earlier
this year and had hinted that they
may switch sides soon.

Taking to Twitter,
Akhilesh claimed
that the BJP will not
get enough
ticket-aspirants
“even if it declares
403 Chief Ministers”
as the party is
staring at defeat in
the Assembly polls

the upcoming Goa polls, had said
that the BJP will remain at the
centre of Indian politics for the
next many years irrespective of
whether it wins or loses elec-
tions. He had also taken a swipe
at Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
for "thinking" that it is just of
matter of time before people
throw the BJP away.

When asked about Kishor's
statement about the BJP,
Banerjee said, "I feel that he has
said that if we want to defeat
BJP, we cannot do it the way
Congress is heading. We have
to give a strong fight to BJP."
Banerjee said the TMC believes
in distributing seats for the re-
gional parties in elections.

‘ ‘ The common
people of
Uttar Pradesh are
reeling due to the
electricity bills and
smart meters loot
under the BJP rule
PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA |

No backend talks with
Congress: Amarinder

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Oct 30: Former
Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh Saturday dismissed reports
of backend talks with the Congress,
saying the time for rapprochement
is over and his decision to leave
the party is final.

Singh reiterated that he will
soon launch his political party and
said he wanted to build "a strong
collective force in the interest of
Punjab"."Reports of backend talks
with @INCIndia are incorrect. The
time for rapprochement is over.
The decision to part ways with
the party was taken after much
thought and is final. I'm grateful
to (Congress president) Sonia
Gandhi ji for her support but will
not stay in Congress now," tweeted
Singh's media advisor quoting the
former Chief Minister.

Singh was reacting to some
media reports which suggested
that some Congress leaders are
engaged in backend talks to per-
suade him to remain in the party.
"T will soon launch my own party
and will hold talks for seat shar-
ing with @BJP4India (BJP),
breakaway Akali factions and
others for the Punjab (assem-
bly) elections in 2022 once farm-
ers' issue is resolved. I want to
build strong collective force in
interest of Punjab and its farm-
ers," Singh said.

Farmers, mainly from Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, are
protesting at Delhi border points
against three central farm laws,
which were enacted in September
last year, and are demanding these
be repealed.

FESTIVE FEVER

5 gapedd

A crowded market ahead of Diwali, in Ahmedabad

Two soldiers killed In
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Jammu, Oct 30: Two Army per-
sonnel were killed and another
was injured in a landmine ex-
plosion near a forward post along
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Rajouri district of Jammu and
Kashmir Saturday, officials said.

PTIPHOTO

The Army said the blast oc-
curred when the troops were on an
area domination patrol in Naushera
sector."On October 30, during an
area domination patrol in Naushera
sector, a mine blast occurred
wherein two Indian Army soldiers
suffered critical injuries and later
succumbed to their injuries.

GS BALI PASSES AWAY

Senior Congress leader
and former Himachal
Pradesh minister
Gurmukh Singh Bali
passed away Saturday
after a prolonged
illness. He was 67

Moderate to high
turnout in bypolls

Voters show their ID- cards after casting vote in the Mandl Lok Sabha seat

by-election in Kullu district
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New Delhi, Oct 30: A turnout of
50 per cent to 90 per cent was
recorded in three Lok Sabha and
29 assembly constituencies spread
across 13 states during by-elec-
tions Saturday, with INLD leader
Abhay Chautala, who quit the
Haryana Assembly in protest
against the new agri laws, and
Congress' Pratibha Singh, wife
of late chief minister Virbhadra
Singh, among the prominent can-
didates in the fray.

The voting passed off peace-
fully and it was ensured that all
COVID-19 safety measures were
followed, officials said.

In Himachal Pradesh, Mandi
Lok Sabha seat from where
Pratibha Singh is contesting saw
a turnout of 57.73 per cent. She
was pitted against BJP's Khushal
Singh Thakur, a Kargil war hero
who is trying his luck at the hus-
tings for the first time. The Mandi
seat fell vacant after the death of
Ramswaroop Sharma (BJP) in
March. The first voter of inde-
pendent India, 104-year-old Shyam
Saran Negi, cast his vote at the
model polling station of Kalpa
in Kinnaur district.

Also, the world's highest polling
station at 15,256 feet in Tashigang
village recorded 100 per cent
turnout despite freezing tem-
perature of minus 16 degrees
Celsius with all the 47 registered
voters - 29 men and 18 women -
casting their votes, an election
official said.

The polling percentage in
Fatehpur; Arki and Jubbal-Kotkhai
was 66.2, 64.97 and 78.75 respec-
tively. The by-election in Himachal
Pradesh is crucial as Assembly
polls are due in the state early
next year.

Besides the three Assembly
seats in HP, bypolls were held in
five assembly seats in Assam,
four in West Bengal, three each in
Madhya Pradesh and Meghalaya,
two each in Bihar, Karnataka and
Rajasthan and one seat each in
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana,
Maharashtra, Mizoram and
Telangana.

Out of these, the BJP was hold-
ing around half a dozen seats,

landmine

Another soldier who received in-
juries was evacuated and is under
treatment," Jammu-based defence
PRO Lt Col Devender Anand said.

Officials said the blast took place
in Kalal area of Nowshera when the
army team was on patrol duty.
They said the area is dotted with
landmines planted by the Army
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the Congress had nine, while the
rest were with the regional par-
ties. The counting of votes will
take place November 2.

In Bihar, an estimated 49.60 per
cent voting was recorded in the
two assembly constituencies of
Kusheshwar Asthan and Tarapur
which were held by the JD(U).

In Meghalaya, the highest voter
turnout at 90.63 per cent was
recorded in Rajabala while
Mawphlang and Mawryngkneng
registered 76.9 per cent and 75.06
per cent polling respectively.

In Haryana, 80 per cent voting
was recorded in the by-election to
the Ellenabad Assembly con-
stituency, necessitated by the res-
ignation of Indian National Lok
Dal (INLD) leader Abhay Chautala
as MLA in protest against the
Centre's new farm laws.

The Dadra and Nagar Haveli -~
Lok Sabha constituency recorded
75.51 per cent turnout as the vot-
ing concluded at 7 pm, Election
Commission officials said.
Khandwa Lok Sabha seat in
Madhya Pradesh, whose MP
Nand Kumar Singh Chauhan of
the BJP had died, witnessed a
turnout of 63.88 per cent, while
an estimated 64.60 per cent vot-
ing was recorded in the three
Assembly seats.

Over 86 per cent voter turnout
was recorded in Huzurabad
Assembly constituency in
Telangana with the ruling TRS,
opposition BJP and Congress
locked in a triangular contest. -

In Assam, 69.60 per cent vot-
ing was reported in five assembly
constituencies of Gossaigaon,
Bhabanipur, Tamulpur, Mariani
and Thowra seats till 5 pm.

A high voter turnout of nearly
71 per cent was recorded till 5 pm
in West Bengal's four assembly
constituencies. The BJP and TMC
held two seats each.

Barring a few stray incidents,
polling, which began at 7 am,
passed off peacefully in all four
constituencies, an Election
Commission official said.

Scuffles between TMC and BJP
supporters were reported outside
abooth in Khardah and security
personnel used batons to disperse
the crowd.

explosion

as part of the counter-infiltration
arrangement. The defence PRO
identified the deceased as
Lieutenant Rishi Kumar and Sepoy
Manjit, and said they were brave
and extremely committed to the
profession of soldiering and made
the supreme sacrifice for the nation
in the line of active duty.

T housands of fish die as Arunachal river turns black

THE WATER OF
THE RIVER
TURNED BLACK
DUE TO HIGH
CONTENT OF
TOTAL DISSOLVED
SUBSTANCES
(TDS), A DISTRICT
FISHERIES
OFFICIAL SAID
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Itanagar, Oct 30: Thousands of fish
were found floating dead in Kameng
river in Arunachal Pradesh's East
Kameng district after the water of
theriver suddenly turned black, trig-
gering panic, officials said Saturday.
The water of the river turned
black due to high content of total
dissolved substances (TDS), a dis-
trict fisheries official said.
Thousands of fish were found
dead in the river on Friday at Seppa,
the district headquarters, District
Fisheries Development Officer
(DFDO) Hali Tajo said.
According to preliminary find-
ings, the cause of the deaths is
large presence of TDS, which cre-
ates low visibility and breathing is-
sues for aquatic species, in the

water, he added."As the river water
contains high TDS, the fish were
unable to inhale oxygen," Tajo said.

The TDS in the river was 6,800
mg per litre, much higher than the
normal range of 300-1,200 mg per

litre, he said, quoting a report.
Tajo appealed to the people not
to consume the fish as it may cause
serious health issues. The East
Kameng district administration
issued an advisory, asking people

toavoid venturing near the Kameng
river to catch fish, and not to con-
sume and sell the dead fish till fur-
ther order. Residents of Seppa
blamed China for the rise in the TDS
in the river; alleging that the colour
of the water turned black due to con-
struction activities by the neigh-
bouring country.

Seppa East MLA Tapuk Taku
appealed to the state government
to immediately constitute a com-
mittee of experts to ascertain the
cause behind the abrupt change
in th