Track Lakshmi ji tonight.
Find out who all she
visits and TAX them!

DIWALI GREETINGS

to all our
readers,
advertisers and x
well-wishers D =,

HOLIDAY NOTICE

The offices and press of
Orissa POST will remain shut
November 4 (Thursday) on the
occasion of Diwali. Hence,
there will be no edition of the
paper November 5 (Friday).
However, web edition of the
paper will be available to
readers on that day.

— EDITOR

}

Former minister
Sanjeeb Sahoo
quits BJD

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: Ahead of
panchayat elections, senior BJD
leader and former minister
Sanjeeb Sahoo resigned from the
ruling party Wednesday.
} Sahoo sent his resignation let-
ter to BJD president and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik citing
personal reasons.

The 61-year-old politician was
first elected as an MLA from
Birmaharajpur constituency in
Sonepur district on a BJD ticket
in 2003 bypoll. He was re-elected
to the Assembly from the same
constituency in 2004. Later, he
was elected to the Assembly from
Athamallik constituency twice
in 2009 and 2019.

However, the BJD had not given
him a ticket to the veteran leader
during the last elections in 2019.
The party had picked former bu-
reaucrat Ramesh Chandra Sai as
its candidate for Athamallik con-
stituency in the last general elec-
tions. Following this, he felt neg-
lected by the BJD.

Sahoo was a Minister of State
(MoS), Panchayati Raj and Science
& Technology from 2006 to 2008. He
also held the position of MoS (in-
dependent) of School & Mass
Education and Commerce &
Transport from 2008 to 2009 and
from 2009 to 2012, respectively.

When asked whether he is join-
ing any other party, he said ‘time
will tell” about his future course
of action.
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FROM HORSE’S MOUTH

Actor Niharica Raizada says her Sooryavanshi
co-star Katrina told her duringac
that she would tie the knot soon

Under pressure, Centre cuts duty on petrol, diesel
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eve of Diwali which will help bring

New Delhi, Nov 3: Buckling under pres-
sure, the Union government Wednesday
cut the excise duty on petrol and diesel
by %5 and %10 respectively to bring
down retail rates from record highs.
The announcement comes on the

mon man battling inflation.

down the skyrocketing prices of fuel
and provide some relief to the com-

“Government of India has taken a
significant decision of reducing Central
Excise Duty on petrol & diesel by 5 and
%10 respectively from tomorrow

official statement said.

Farmers have, through their hard
work, kept the economic growth mo-
mentum going even during the lock-
down phase and the massive reduc-
tion in excise on diesel will come as a

(Thursday). Prices of petrol and diesel
will thus come down accordingly,” an

Rabi season, it added.

In recent months, crude oil prices
have witnessed a global upsurge.
Consequently, domestic prices of
petrol and diesel had increased in
recent weeks, exerting inflationary

pressure, it said.

LET THERE BE LIGHT

Sampurnanand Stadlum ground decorated with Ilghts on the eve of Dlwall festlval in Varana5| Wednesday

Min locked up 1n govt bungalow
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B Women and Child
Development Minister Tukuni
Sahu was in Kuchinda to
distribute smart health cards

when she faced Oppn’s wrath

PNN & AGENCIES

Sambalpur, Nov 3: Opposition
Congress and BJP workers
gheraoed Women and Child
Development (W&CD) Minister
Tukuni Sahu and kept her con-
fined for hours in a government
bungalow at Kuchinda township
here Wednesday during a 12-hour
shutdown by the two parties against
the attack on their workers by al-
leged ruling BJD activists during
a visit by Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik.

Sahu was in Kuchinda to dis-
tribute smart health cards under
Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana,
which was launched in the district
by Patnaik Tuesday.

The opposition parties’ work-
ers rushed to the bungalow when
the minister was chairing a meet-
ing of officers there before at-
tending a programme to distribute
smart health cards and locked the
main gate forcing her to be confined
there, the police said.

They raised slogans against the

Opposition members agitate outside the government bungalow in Kuchinda

government for Tuesday’s attack
by BJD workers on Congress and
BJP activists who were demon-
strating during the Chief Minister’s
visit to press their demand for the
removal of Minister of State for
Home Dibya Shankar Mishra in
the Kalahandi woman teacher kid-
nap and murder case.

As Sahu was forced to stay in
bungalow for hours, the local police
rushed to it and picked up the pro-
testors. “We picked up the protes-
tors to maintain the law and order
situation as the ruling BJD activists
had also reached the place,” he said.

BJP state general secretary Ravi
Naik was among those picked up by
the police. Naik told reporters be-
fore being picked up by the police
that the BJP workers were hold-

ing demonstration when the BJD
goons attacked them during the
chief minister's visit Tuesday. “This
is gundaraj by the BJD and the po-
lice administration had turned a
mute spectator to the attack on the
opposition party activists. We have
therefore called for the bandh from
6 am Wednesday.”

Congress leader Rajendra Kumar
Chhatria echoed him and said that
the party gave the bandh call to
protest against BJD's “gundaraj”.

Meanwhile, a report from
Ganjam said that Assembly Speaker
SN Patro and BJD Berhampur MP
Chandrasekhar Sahu were also
gheraoed by locals at Tikarpada
village in Digapahandi when they
went there to inaugurate the smart
classroom of the village school.

PTIPHOTO

25% hike in pay
to contract staff

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: On the eve
of Diwali, Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik Wednesday announced a
25 per cent hike in the remunera-
tion of persons employed through
outsourcing agencies and on con-
tract basis in various departments
of the state government.

The move would benefit around
33,000 people engaged in various de-
partments of the state government
and that the state would bear an ad-
ditional burden of %100 crore every
year, official sources said.

The agencies concerned will bear
the contribution of such employees
in EPF and ESIC. The department
concerned will have to ensure this,
the CM said. He directed the offi-
cialsto take stern action against the
companies and agencies that neg-
lect in paying the above fees. The
Chief Minister directed to grant
leave for amaximum of 12 days per
year for such outsourced staff.

He advised the authorities to ex-
amine and take a decision soon on
maternity leave for women em-
ployees engaged on outsourcing
and contract basis. Recently, the
government had hiked the salaries
of contractual employees by 50 per
cent for initial six years.

boost to them during the upcoming

DRAVID NEW COACH

Rahul Dravid appointed the head coach of the
Team India and home series against NZ
would be his first assignment

12 PAGES | ¥5.00

=
JSW cement

The Leaders' Choice

1800 266 266 1 (toll free)

to Covaxin

B Emergency listing of Covaxin
got delayed as the TAG sought
additional information from
vaccine manufacturers for

final risk assessment

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 3: In a significant
development, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) Wednesday
said it has granted emergency use
listing (EUL) to Bharat Biotech's
Covid-19 vaccine Covaxin.

This comes after the Technical
Advisory Group (TAG), an inde-
pendent advisory committee of
WHO recommended EUL status
for Covaxin. The emergency list-
ing got delayed as the TAG sought
some additional information from
vaccines manufacturers for final
risk assessment.

The TAG last met October 27
and had agreed upon to conduct the
final risk assessment after re-
ceiving additional data from the
manufacturer. Bharat Biotech was
expected to submit the additional
data by this weekend.

“WHO has granted emergency
use listing (EUL) to #COVAXIN
(developed by Bharat Biotech),
adding to a growing portfolio of vac-
cines validated by WHO for the
prevention of Covid-19,” the global
health body said in a tweet.

Thanking WHO for granting
the licence to Covaxin, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said the achievement
is a "sign of capable leadership
and Modi ji's resolve, a tale of peo-
ple's trust and this is Diwali of
self-reliant India".

Taking to Twitter, Poonam
Khetarpal Singh, Regional Director
of WHO South East Asia, said,
“Congratulations India for
Emergency Use Listing of its in-
digenously produced COVID-19
vaccine Covaxin.”

The WHO said the TAG con-
vened by it and made up of reg-
ulatory experts from around the
world determined that Covaxin
meets its standards for protec-
tion against Covid-19, and that
the benefit of the vaccine far
outweighs risks and thus can
be used.

In another tweet, it said Covaxin
was also reviewed by WHO's

Strategic Advisory Group of
Experts on Immunisation (SAGE),
and recommended use of this vac-
cine in two doses, with a dose in-
terval of four weeks, in all age

~m k

VACCINE’S SHElF lIFE
EXTENDED TO 1 YEAR

Hyderabad: India's drug regulator,
the Central Drugs Standards Control
Organisation (CDSCO) has approved
the extension of shelf life of Covaxin
from 9 to 12 months. The Hyderabad-
based Bharat Biotech announced
Wednesday that the CDSCO
approved the extension of shelf life
of the vaccine up to 12 months, from
the date of manufacture. “This
approval of shelf life extension is
based on the availability of addition-
al stability data, which was submit-
ted to the CDSCO. The shelf life
extension has been communicated
to our stakeholders,” the vaccine
maker said. It was initially given per-
mission for sale and distribution of
Covaxin with a shelf life of six
months when stored at two to eight
degrees Celsius.

groups 18 and above. It, however,
said that available data on vacci-
nation of pregnant women with
Covaxin are insufficient to assess
vaccine safety or efficacy in preg-
nancy.

“Available data on vaccination
of pregnant women with the
#Covaxin are insufficient to assess
vaccine safety or efficacy in preg-
nancy; studies in pregnant women
are planned, including a preg-
nancy sub-study and a pregnancy
registry,” it said in a series of
tweets.

Covaxin was found to have 78 per
cent efficacy against Covid-19 of any
severity, 14 or more days after the
second dose, and is extremely suit-
able for low- and middle-income
countries due to easy storage re-
quirements, it said.

We'll lead even if you don’t, Tamil Nadu girl at COP26

B The I15-yr-old girl’s statement
came in the wake of her
breakthrough in the concept of
solar-powered clean alternative to

the charcoal-powered street irons

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Glasgow, Nov 3: A 15-year-old
Indian schoolgirl, whose solar-pow-
ered ironing cart project was the
finalist of Prince William's inau-
gural Earthshot Prize, addressed
the World Leaders' Summit of the
COP26 conference in Glasgow with
aclarion call for them to act and save
the planet.

Vinisha Umashankar, who hails
from Tamil Nadu, was part of the
‘Accelerating Clean Technology
Innovation and Deployment’, at-
tended by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi just before he left for New

Delhi Tuesday evening.

She invited world leaders, in-
ternational organisations, civil so-
ciety, and business leaders to stand
with her generation and back the
innovations, solutions and proj-
ects working to repair the planet
and join the next generation in
taking action.

“We, the Earthshot Prize Winners
and finalists, are proof that the
greatest challenge in the history of
our Earth is also the greatest op-
portunity. We lead the greatest
wave of innovation humanity has
ever known,” said Umashankar.

“We chose not to complain, but
take actions that will make us
wealthier and healthier. We chose
to do these things, not because they
are easy, but because they are hard.
Rising to these challenges will
shape a new generation. A gener-
ation that will build a better world

Vinisha Umashankar addressing the COP26

for all of us and generations to
come,” she said. “We won't wait
for you to act. We will lead even if
you don't. We'll build the future,
even if you are stuck in the past.
Please accept my invite. I assure you
won't regret it,” she added.

Umashankar had made the short-
list cut of the 1 million pounds
Earthshot Prize within the “Clean
Our Air” category with her concept
of a solar-powered clean alterna-
tive to the charcoal-powered street
irons that press clothes for mil-

lions of Indians every day.

Earlier, she joined the Indian
winner in the category, Vidyut
Mohan, for a meeting with Prime
Minister Modi.

“It was such an honour meet-
ing the Prime Minister, who was
very curious about my winning
agricultural waste recycling proj-
ect and had some very encourag-
ing words about scaling this up to
help farmers all over India,” said
Mohan, the co-founder of Takachar
-which was named the winner of
the prize last month for its cheap,
small-scale, portable technology
that converts crop residues into
sellable bio-products.

“The prize means a lot as it gives
the project a global scale and also
offers us access to crucial support
and funding,” said Mohan, with
reference to his Imn pounds win.

Prince William, the Duke of

Cambridge, joined the winners
and finalists at the World Leaders'
Summit, hosted by UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson where
Heads of State and Government
leaders assembled over Monday
and Tuesday to deliver national
plans to tackle climate change.
“Our finalists are bursting with
energy, ideas and ambition, so
please expect many of them to
come knocking on your doors!
Their ingenuity is amazing. Their
potential is off the charts. It's my
pleasure to introduce you to the

real superstars in this room today,” -

Prince William said in his address
to the summit.

Earlier Tuesday, Global Advisor
to the Earthshot Prize Winners,

£
C

Michael R. Bloomberg, hosted an
Earthshot Prize Global Alliance——

Assembly reception in the Green
Zone of COP26.
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H ARIES
A romantic link is about to Y
be presented to youas a T

surprise, shining and smil-
ing. Ganesha advises you to be prepared
in your best dress and to practice some
romantic talking. You never know what
the evening has in store for you.

Only Ganesha does, and he is sporting a
knowing smile.

.......................................

B TAURUS _—

You may feel that you woke Mame  #
up on the wrong side of the %%
bed today, says Ganesha.

The day is filled with a fair share of
jittery moments and lingering worry.
Stand firm and remember that every
night has a dawn. The law of averages
will make your evening more enjoyable.
You may discuss certain intimate issues
with your sweetheart for the betterment
of your relationship.

.......................................

H GEMINI

You will meet someone spe-
cial who is here to stay for
good, predicts Ganesha.
Your kind and considerate nature will
benefit others. You need to understand
that it's okay to spend a little on comforts
and entertainment. Be ready for a busy,
yet cheerful, day ahead.

l CANCER

Today, you will be trying
new things in your style of
work. You may come across
as mad, but there will be a method in
your madness. Your new strategy and
innovative ideas will give a new lease of
life to the projects you are working on.
However, you need to take a break from
work in the evening and go home to your
loved ones to recharge your batteries,
advises Ganesha.

+ELEO

One way to assure success
is by believing in oneself >
and one's abilities. Let this
confidence and your high spirits take
you to newer heights today, says
Ganesha. Remain cheerful all day long,
and you will see your hardships disap-
pear as you tackle them with consum-
mate skill. But more importantly,

Ganesha foresees the day leading you to
a fulfilling evening. Enjoy!
B VIRGO
Business and pleasure will a‘
be well balanced. Ganesha d’
says you will enjoy the party &=« 4
which will seem endless today. Your mon-
etary outflow will be in direct proportion
} to the time you spend just lazing around.
However, Ganesha advises you to spend
sensibly and not to worry about it.

.......................................

H LIBRA r ‘
Ganesha says those of you
in the field of business will ‘k ‘k
find this to be a good time

for them. In any work that you undertake
your vision and ability will be showcased.
You will have to spend more time at your
workplace. Ganesha says you should try
and maintain a balance between your
work and your family.

.......................................

M SCORPIO

The spectre of financial

instability will keep haunt-

ing you. But there can be a

brighter side to life too, says Ganesha.
Long overdue payments might get
encashed today. And those blind bluffs
you call sometimes in business might pay
handsome rewards, predicts Ganesha.

Il SAGITTARIUS

Atiring day is in store for E

you today. Find yourself

labouring worse than -
Hercules. The positive outcome would be
that you would lose a few extra calories.
But late in the day, a nice quiet time with
family and friends would relieve you of all
the stress.

Il CAPRICORN

Normally, others, especially
colleagues get jealous of
one's success, but yours is a .
different case. They will not only moti-
vate you, but also guide you while you

GEMMA WHELAN SPEAKS
ON GoT INTIMATE SCENES

Actress Gemma Whelan, who portrayed bisexual Yara
Greyjoy in the fantasy drama series Game Of Thrones
(GoT), admitted actors getting intimate on the show
were given very little guidance but fortunately they
had an instinct to check in with one another to
ensure no one was left feeling uncomfortable.

ONE MIC STAND - SEASON 2

o
=2 MUMBAL: The second season of One
Mic Stand brought influential fig-
ures like Chetan Bhagat, Sunny

tioned the video, “Gonna take Fayecation
from work, and get myself a stand up
gig!?? Watch @fayedsouza and many

I Leone, Karan Johar, Faye DSouzaand more favourites on

'\ Raftaar under one roof as they #0neMicStandOnPrime @primev-

f underwent a litmus test for ideoin”

i their comic skills in Calling it hilarious,
front of a live audi- Kiara seemed to be in

awe of the senior
journalist as she
exclaimed in the
video,

ence.
The new sea-

8 son has got

everyone

i hyped up “Fayecation!!!
. across age Is there any-
groups and thing this
f i Kiara womancan't |
| Advani is do? You're |
| one person absolutely in- |
who has credible! I'm §
become a really con-
huge fan fused if it’s

of the show.

H going to be a
A The actress,

breaking news

@ Kiara in awe of
& Faye’s comic skills

HAYEK IS GRATEFUL ETERNALS IS
HER FIRST SUPERHERO MOVIE

Actress Salma Hayek, who plays Ajak in
the new Marvel blockbuster Eternals,
described the part as ‘an honour’ and said
being cast in the movie means more
because she has been passed on for so
many opportunities in the past.

knot soon:
Niharica

MUMBAL: Actress Niharica Raizada

who will be seen in Akshay Kumar

and Katrina Kaif-starrer

Sooryavanshi has all the rea-

sons to be pleased. She is

playing a cop and feels that

her passion for this role

only helped the actress

to get this opportu-

nity. Niharica also

opens up on her ex-

perience of work-
ing with Katrina.

Niharica is all
praise for Katrina:

“Katrina is very ex-

perienced and it’s inter-

esting to have a conversation

with her. I had a conversation with

her and she told me she will marry soon

so that was very nice to hear. I am happy when

I hear about women settling down, I don’t

know why,” she adds.

who is in love live or it's going to The actress is known for her work in
with the unique be Open Mic Live movies like Masaan, Baby and Total
concept of the show, (sic).” Dhamaal. Rohit Shetty's directorial
shared a video on One Mic Stand conceptu- | Sooryavanshi features Akshay Kumar and
Instagram where she alised by India's premier comic ' Katrina Kaif in lead roles and features
lauded Faye D’Souza’s  Sapan Verma and his team, © i ) i special cameos by Ajay Devgn and Ranveer
performance inpar-  hasopened new avenues to the 3 4 I . Singh. The movie will be released in the-

ticular. She cap- artof stand-up comedy. ians L E & e atres November 5. IANS

Lockdown was blessing - Blackpink set to release their movie in India
In disguise for Abhimanyu
Each member of this

MUMBALI: One would think that .
all-girl K-Pop group

the lockdown toppled the produc-

tion schedule of many films and VS

their budgets but, in hindsight it possesses distinctive t‘alent

helped the team of Meenakshi such as vocal, dancmg,

Sundareshwar to get a more 4 : :

solid grip on the film. rappmg, (_lnd muSl,cal

skills while boasting

perfect chemistry among

the members

first lockdown. Half of the people
(from the film’s unit) had left
Bombay to shoot for the first sched-

' ule but they were called
back because the lock-

2 down was happening.”
“So, we got enough
time during the lock-
down to understand
the characters and live
with them for a while,
which in this day and age

Abhimanyu Dassani, who ¥
plays the titular role of (@
Sundareshwar in the film, i
revealed how the lock-
down gave them the :

time to reflect and istough to do because =~ MUMBALI: Popular all-girl K-Pop
set anew per- we’re moving on  group Blackpink are set to cele-
spective. from one project  brate the fifth anniversary of their

The to another,” he  debut with a theatrical release of
actor said, concluded. the film Blackpink: The Movie in ) 3 ) i
“We had Directed by  Indian theatres November 12. i “ . i 2= ; N
intense debutant Vivek Blackpinkisaquartet comprising  skills while boasting perfect chem-  quencesfocused oneach andevery  sions of the live performances -
readings Soni, Meenakshi ~ Jisoo, Jennie, Rose, and Lisa. The  istry among the members. member, some of which are: The  from The Show (2021), In Your Area,
before we Sundareshwar  band’s debut song reached the top While the film isa celebrationof ~ Room of Memories;asegmentlook-  and a dozen more hit songs by
started also stars of every record chart in Korea  theband’sdebutanniversary, itis  ingback onfive yearsof memories  Blackpink will be unfolded on the
shooting for Sanya within only four hours of itsrelease,  also a special gift for Blink -  since their debut, Beauty; com-  screens to provide the global fans
the film. The Malhotraand  announcing a splendid arrival of  Blackpink’s fans to revisit unfor-  pelling shots of all four members  with a touching experience as
film was actu- will be avail-  The Monster Rookie. gettable memories and enjoy the  with their distinct characteristics,  though they are actually at fan
ally supposed able to stream Each member of Blackpinkpos-  passionate performances in fes-  Exclusive Interviews, a message  meeting events and live concerts.
to be shot be- on Netflix from  sesses distinctive talent such as  tive spirit. for the fans. PVR Pictures will release it in
fore the % November 5. ians vocal, dancing, rapping, and musical The film consists of diverse se- Furthermore, there-edited ver-  India November 12. IANS

SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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take up new projects and assignments. ,
Not everyone is blessed with such coop- 9
erative colleagues, says Ganesha. Those ~ [
of you who wish to change their current < :”J [
job, better wait for a while as times are £ 7 o Copyright ©2021 PuzzleJunction.com @)
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downtown

State gears up for Jr Me’Hckey WC

Tight security
for Kali Puja
in Cuttack

POST NEW NETWORK

Cuttack, Nov 3: The
Commissionerate Police has made
elaborate arrangements to ensure
asmooth Kali Puja in the Silver City
here, an official said Wednesday:

Asmany as 52 sections of police
force will be deployed in the Cuttack
Municipal Corporation (CMC) area
to maintain law and order during
the festival.

Around 100 SI & ASI rank
officers, 16 havildars &
121 home guards will
also be deployed for the
festival in the city

Similarly, 104 sub-inspector and
assistant sub-inspector rank offi-
cials, 16 havildars and 121 home
guards will also be deployed to en-
sure smooth Kali Puja at 71 pan-
dals in the city, sources said.

Attending a preparatory meet at
the Indoor Stadium here, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP)
Prateek Singh said they have ade-
quate arrangements to regulate the
crowd. “CCTVshave been installed
at strategic places to keep tab on anti-
social elements,” Singh added.

The Chief Secretary has
instructed the officials to
ensure proper live telecast
and live display of

the event on large screens
of the BMC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: The state
government has expedited prepa-
ration for hosting the Junior Men’s
Hockey World Cup, 2021 at Kalinga
Stadium here from November 24.

Reviewing preparation for the

POOL-A POOL-B POOL-C POOL-D
Belgium Canada Korea Argentina
Chile France Netherland Egypt
Malaysia India Spain Germany
South Africa Poland United States Pakistan

event, Chief Secretary SC
Mohapatra Wednesday directed
the officials of Works, Fire Service,
Health & Family Welfare,
Handloom and Textiles, Tourism,
Housing and Urban Development,
and Energy departments to com-
plete all arrangements well be-
fore the time. Mohapatra also
asked the officials of IDCO, BSNL
and Odisha police to keep things
ready for the event.

Sports and Youth Services

Section 144 clamped
around Srimandir

\«,/

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Nov 3: The district ad-
ministration has clamped Section
144 of the CrPC around
Srimandir here to prevent con-
gregation during Diwali cele-
bration Thursday.

The prohibitory order would
remain in force from 4 am
Thursday to the midnight, said
an official of the district ad-
ministration.

Traditionally, hundreds of peo-
ple congregate in front of the

Lions’ Gate of Srimandir to offer
tributes to their ancestors by burn-
ing jute stems during Diwali
celebrations.

“The prohibitory order has been
clamped around Srimandir as part
of the Covid protocol. No one would
be allowed to celebrate Diwali in
front of the Lions’ Gate of
Srimandir,” said Puri Sub-Collector
Bhabataran Sahu.

As per the Covid protocol,
devotees are barred to visit the
12th century shrine during
Diwali.
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Schoolchildren take out a rally to create awareness on eco-friendly Diwal
Cuttack, Wednesday

gets new court

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Nov 3: Orissa High Court
(HC) Chief Justice S Muralidhar
inaugurated a Civil Judge-cum-
JMFC Court at Thakurmunda in
Mayurbhanj district through video-
conferencing Wednesday.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khurda, Nov 3: Some people have
unique qualities which make them
stand out from the crowd. Muskan
Tehsin of Taraboi village in Jatni block
is one such god-gifted talent.

Muskan, who is now pursuing
her undergraduate degree in physics
at Prananath Autonomous College
here, can write with her both hands
atatime.

She can also do mirror writing in five
languages—Odia, English, Hindi,
Sanskrit and Urdu—without any
difficulty.

Muskan has won laurels from sev-
eral quarters for her rare talent. She has
made her parents—Sheikh Samsher
and Sanchita—proud by securing first
division in both matriculation and in-
termediate examinations.

HC justices S Pujahari, BR
Sarangi, SK Panigrahy, and RK
Patnaik, Registrar (administra-
tion) Dillip Kumar Mishra,
Mayurbhanj district judge Pradeep
Kumar Patnaik, Karanjia addi-
tional district judge Sushil Kumar
Rout and senior members of
Karanjia Bar Association attended
the event.

'/ PLEA FOR GREEN DIWALI

Secretary Veneel Krishna said that
the grand event will be held for 12
days from November 24 to
December 5 at Kalinga Stadium. Top
16 teams of the world will be par-
ticipating in the event.

The tournament would be played
in four pools with quarter finals,
semi finals and final. In total, 48
matches would be held during the
tournament. The schedule would
include 5 matches per day from
November 24 to 27 and four matches

Wednesday

per day from November 28 to
December 5.

The teams from Belgium,
Malaysia, South Africa, and Chile
would play in Pool-A.

India, Canada, France and Poland
would play in Pool-B. Netherland,
Spain, Korea and United States
would be in Pool-C, and Germany,
Argentina, Pakistan and Egypt
would be in Pool-D. Approximately
600 players and officials will be
participating in the event.

Issues relating to travel and
accommodation of the teams,
their local transport, arrival,
catering, security, development of
stadium, practice ground, main
hockey ground, venue operation,
traffic, fire safety, electrical

KALI PUJA PREP

An artisan decorating
"~ aclay idol of Goddess
Kali at a pandal in
Bhubaneswar,

4 24 to December 5 at Kalinga

| November 24 to 27 and four

o T

he grand event will be held
for 12 days from November

Stadium

he schedule includes five
matches per day from

matches per day from
November 28 to December 5

pproximately 600 players
and officials will be
participating in the event

arrangement and safety, waste
management, regular Covid tests,
necessary arrangement for health
and medical care and internet
connectivity were discussed and
decided in the meeting.

In view of the Covid-19 protocols,
spectators will not be allowed in-
side the stadium.

The Chief Secretary instructed
the officials to ensure proper live
telecast and live display of the
event on large screens of BMC in
the town.

COVID-19 TRACKER

BMC food safety squad
inspects sweet stalls

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: Ahead of the
Diwali festival, the food safety
squad of Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) Wednesday in-
spected several sweet stalls in var-
ious markets of the Capital city.
“People usually buy sweets for
Diwali celebration. To meet the
demands, stalls prepare a lot of
sweets ahead of the festival. The
food safety squad of the BMC in-
spected several sweet stalls in the
city to take stock of the hygiene as
well as the food quality aspects.
The squad also checked the im-
plementation of Covid protocols,”
said a source in the civic body.

The squad inspected several
well-known sweet stalls at Rajmahal
Square, Master Canteen Square,
Ram Mandir Square and Sahid
Nagar area of the city. “Atleast 18
samples were brought for labora-
tory test while some stale food
stuffs were destroyed during the in-
spection,” added the source.

Moreover, officials of the civic
body seized around 40kg polythene
bags from the sweet stalls and col-
lected fines to the tune of 323,000.
The civic officials are regularly in-
specting eateries and sweet stalls in
the city and creating awareness on
the Food Safety and Standards Act,
2006 and Plastic Waste Management
Rules, 2016, sources said.

OP PHOTO

State gets I280cr GST compensation

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Nov 3: The Union gov-
ernment Wednesday released 3286
crore to Odisha as Goods and Services
Tax (GST) compensation. The Union
Finance Ministry released a total
0f%17,000 crore to states Wednesday.
The ministry said the total amount
of compensation released to the
states/UTs so far including the afore-
said amount during the year 2021-22
stands at 360,000 crore.
Significantly, as per the deci-
sion of GST Council, back-to-back
loan of ¥1.59 lakh crore has al-
ready been released in lieu of
shortfall in release of GST com-
pensation during the current fi-

i celebrations at Bidyadharpur in
OP PHOTO
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“I was writing with my left hand
only during my childhood. Later, my

mother encouraged me to write with
the right hand too. Now, I can write

nancial year.
Earlier October 28, the Union gov-

Central forces to step up
offensive against Maoists

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

ernment had released %1779.45 crore
to Odisha under the back-to-back
loan facility in lieu of GST com-
pensation.

The government had released
344,000 crore back-to-back loans to
states and Union territories with
legislatures.

“Taking into account earlier
release of 1,15,000 crore, the
total amount released in the cur-
rent financial year as back-to-
back loan in-lieu of GST com-
pensation is %1,59,000 crore. This
release is in addition to normal
GST compensation being re-
leased every two months out of
actual cess collection,” Union
Finance Ministry had said.

Zonal Office, 14/15, Old Court House Street, Kolkata - 700001

Punjab & Sind Bank

(GOVT. OF INDIA UNDERTAKING)

be addressed to-

The Zonal Manager, Punjab & Sind Bank, Zonal Office
14 115, Old Court House Street, 1st Floor, Kolkata - 700 001

The last date of submission of tender is 12.11.2021 up to 4:00 PM.
For details visit www.punjabandsindbank.co.in

TENDER NOTICE

Tender for Engagement of Private Security Agency for providing |
Ex- Serviceman Armed / Unarmed Guards for Bihar, Jharkhand and
Orissa Branches/ATMs under Zonal Office : Kolkatta.

Bank invites sealed tenders for providing Ex- Serviceman Armed Guards /
Unarmed Guards under two bid system (Technical / Financial) for
engagement of Private Security Agencies (PSAs) for its Bihar, Jharkhand
and Orissa Branches / ATMs under Zonal Office Kolkata.

The bids should be in separate sealed covers marked “Technical Bid" &
“Financial Bid"” super scribing
Security Agency for deployment of Ex- Serviceman Armed / Unarmed
Security Guards at Branches /| ATMs under Zonal Office Kolkata"” ontop
and name, address & contact number of offerer at bottom left corner should

“Offer for engagement of Private

Date : 04.11.2021
Place : Kolkata

Zonal Manager

"
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INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD
World  24,84,62,128 22,51,30,116 50,32,188 -
India 3,43,08,140 3,36,97,740 4,59,191
Odisha 10,42,422  10,30,442 8,343

Punjab & Sind Bank

New Delhi, Nov 3: The Central forces are to carry out
well coordinated offensive operations against Maoists
in Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
and Jharkhand soon, sources said Wednesday.

They; quoting the intelligence inputs, said that Maoists
have been recalibrating themselves to make bigger at-
tacks on the security forces as the rainy season is over.

The intelligence inputs also revealed that the top
Maoist leadership is worried with the decreasing foot-
prints of their cadre in central India especially in
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and Jharkhand and now
they will move to these areas to haul up youths for their
cadres with their false narratives.

The inputs also said that top naxal commander
Madvi Hidma, along with his armed guards, was seen
in two villages in Dantewada district of Chhattisgarh

last fortnight.

The sources in the Home Ministry said that Central
Reserve Police Force’s specialised anti-naxal
(Maoist) unit, CoBRA (Commando Battalion for Resolute
Action) would lead the operations along with the con-

cerned state police.

The officials also said that the CRPF is setting up over
35 ‘Forward Bases’ in these states and that will in-
crease up to 50 by the end of this year.

Mayurbhanjdist - \ foet Muskan Tehsin who
can write with both hands

me alot,” she said.

competitions.

a proud father.

with my both hands. I can also write
two different languages with my both
hands at a time,” said Muskan, who has
a dream to become a civil servant.
Muskan attributes her success to
her parents, friends and teachers. “My
parents, friends and teachers praised
me when I did mirror writing for the
first time. Their encouragement helped

Muskan’s parents claimed that
their daughter has special interest
in reading religious texts and par-
ticipating in drawing and debate

“Muskan always loves to do things
without anybody’s help. She travels
around 15km on a bicycle daily to
reach her college. She also takes a lot
of interest in household work dur-
ing her leisure time,” said Samsher,

UCO REALTY

Search Properties
with Ease

HOME LOAN
Interest rate @6.5 % *

> Processing Fee waived.

» Quick Finance.

SB

The banker to every

s

» Now search properties of your choice
across India on www.ucorealty.com

SCAN TO VISIT

(f) official.ucobank | () @UCOBankOfficial | @) official.ucobank | (i) company/uco-bank/

Har = &
_ Tyohaay’ - -
= Shubh Shuraaa
CAERLEOMAN
MAY A THOUSAND  7.25%
DIYAS ADD SPARKLE '
TO YOUR LIFE e

CELEBRATE DIWALI WITH

OUR SPECIAL OFFERS
GOLD LOAN

7.50%

9.60%

STATE BANK OF INDIA, BHUBANESWAR CIRCLE




},

\

OrissaPOST

THURSDAY | NOVEMBER 4 | 2021 | BHUBANESWAR

downtown

Prison inmates
celebrate Diwali

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: Hundreds
of female inmates of different dis-
trict and Special Jails celebrated
Diwali by painting special hand-
made diyas with striking colours.

A special programe was organ-
ised at the Bhubaneswar Special Jail
in Jharpada recently by Directorate
of Prisons and correctional serv-
ices in association with Maadhyam.

These diyas were immediately
sold out, said Namrata Chadha,
chairperson of Maadhyam who
helped the inmates create and sale
diyas in the market.

“We offered training at several
special and district jails across
the state and are getting positive
response from female inmates,”
she added.

Chadha also said that Maadhyam
works for rehabilitation of the
under trial prisoners (UTPs) at
various jails of Odisha in support
and collaboration with the DG
Prisons and Correctional Services.

On the occasion, DGP (Prisons)
Santosh Kumar Upadhyaya said,
“We are always proactive towards
the reform of inmates and such
activities will help them in future
once they go out into the society.”

Redcliffe launches
satellite lab in City

Bhubaneswar: Redcliffe Life
Diagnostics, a unit of Redcliffe
Lifetech in the US and India, opened
a new lab in Bhubaneswar to meet
the increasing demand for
diagnostics amongst people in and
around City. The leading diagnostic
chain is embarking on a spree to
launch labs in various cities of India
to make preventive healthcare
accessible to everyone. Founder of
Redcliffe Life Diagnostics Dheeraj
Jain said, “We have launched the
lab in Bhubaneswar seeing the
high-demand for preventive

health body checks combined

with larger awareness of
continuous diagnostics.”

Safexpress launches

+logistics park in Cuttack

Bhubaneswar: Safexpress, India’s
largest supply chain and logistics
company, launched its ultra-
modern logistics park in Cuttack.
This is company’s 66th logistic park.
This new park will serve as a nodal
point for logistics to provide for the
transitional connective facility with
all Indian states, especially with
nearby districts and manufacturing
hubs. The facility in Cuttack is
spread over a land area of 1 lakh
square feet, enabled with ultra-
modern transshipment and 3PL
facilities, which will boost storage &
warehousing needs of this region
while providing for faster
connectivity. The new Logistics
Park is cross-dock, equipped with
loading and unloading of over 40
vehicles simultaneously. It has a
column-less span of over 80 feet,
which facilitates uninterrupted
movement of goods within the
facility. To enable all-weather
loading & unloading of goods, the
facility is equipped with 16 feet
wide cantilever shed.

WASSUP j[v]/]:\ {
BHUBANESWAR

B Shyama Kali Puja by VSS Nagar
Durga Puja Samiti, VSS Nagar,
4:30pm onwards

B ‘Festival of light’ by Shree Jagannath
Sanskruti Parishad, Byasha Kabi
Fakir Mohan Senapati Bhawan,
Nayapalli, 10am

Programmes/announcements for
wassup today may be sent to
opwassup @gmail.com for record,
it must also carry the sender’s
mobile number for our verification,
but not for publication.

333cr Kalia aid

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
Wednesday announced that ¥33.03
crore financial aid will be provided
to farmers in Puri district under
the state government’s flagship
Krushak Assistance for Livelihood
and Income Augmentation (Kalia)
scheme.

This aid will benefit 1,65,131
small and marginal farmers in the
district and each grower will get
32,000 for the 2021-22 Rabi crop
under the scheme, a statement re-
leased by the Chief Minister’s
Office said.

The money will be directly de-
posited in the bank accounts of
the cultivators, it added.

According to the provisions of the
welfare programme, farmers,
mostly small and marginal culti-
vators, are entitled to get 10,000 in
two instalments for two crops in a
year. Under the scheme, landless
agricultural farmers are also eli-
gible to get ¥12,000 per annum for
three years.

On September 11, the Chief
Minister had sanctioned 742.58
crore for 37,12,941 farmers under
the Kalia scheme.

However, farmers of Puri dis-
trict could not avail of the benefit
VTSR vk
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he aid will benefit 1,65,131

small and marginal farmers
in Puri district as each grower
will get 32,000 for the 2021-22
Rabi crop under the scheme

n September 11 this year,

the Chief Minister had
sanctioned ¥742.58 crore for
37,12,941 farmers under the
Kalia scheme. However, farmers
of Puri could not avail of the
benefit due to the imposition of
the model code of conduct for

the Pipli bypoll

due to the imposition of the model
code of conduct for the Pipli by-poll.

Keeping in view the prevailing
pandemic situation, Patnaik in
June this year, had announced
%1,690 crore Covid-19 assistance
package for landless farmers, con-
struction workers, MGNREGS
workers, particularly vulnerable
tribal groups, SC/ST and differ-
ently-abled students. A total of
17.89 lakh landless farmers had
received special assistance 0f 31,000
under the package.

An amount of 3207 crore was
also given to landless farmers, who
had not received their third in-
stalment under the Kalia scheme.
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Members of Puri Bar Association submit a memorandum to Collector Samarth Verma, Wednesday, seeking permission for the residents of the Holy City to visit
Srimandir through all four gates of the shrine

Cong demands resignation of CM
citing rising crime against women

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: Congress
MLA and Chief Whip in Odisha
Assembly Tara Bahinipati
Wednesday demanded resignation
of Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
for rising incidence of crime
against women in the state and
attack on Congress activists by
ruling BJD workers.

Talking to newsmen here,
Bahinipati said that Naveen should
tender resignation and seek fresh
election for deteriorating law and
order situation in the state.

Quoting the NCRB report, the
Congress MLA said that Odisha
ranked second in violence against

) g o

Huge quantities of banned firecrackers seized from Bidanasi area of Cuttack, Wednesday

OP PHOTO

Quoting the NCRB report,
the Congress MLA said
that Odisha ranked second
in violence against women
after Uttar Pradesh

women after Uttar Pradesh. Every
day, six girls are being raped and
murdered in the state, he alleged.

Bahinipati also demanded Odisha
DGP to take voluntary retirement
as he had allegedly lost control over
the police. The attack on congress
activists in the presence of Police
in Kuchinda proved it, he said.

He said there isno democracy in

State to recruit 16K
teachers hy Nov end

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: School and
Mass Education Minister Samir
Ranjan Dash Wednesday said that
as many as 16,000 teachers will be
recruited by the end of November
to address teachers’ shortage issue
in state.

“The process to recruit around
16000 teachers is already under-
way. We hope, by the end of
November or before December, it
will be completed,” he said.

Dash also said that the Naveen
Patnaik government is more con-
cerned about the education sys-
tem in state and taking all steps to
address the issues.

The minister also said that
schools in Odisha will reopen for
classes 1to 7 in a phased manner.
In the first phase, physical classes
will begin for students in stan-
dards 6 and 7, he said. “We hope that
all the classes will commence by the
New Year,” he added.

state under the Naveen Patnaik
government. Had there been democ-
racy, the Kuchinda Youth Congress
President would not have been at-
tacked, the Congress MLA remarked.

Both BJP and the Congress ob-
served a 12 hour Kuchinda bandh
from 6 AM to 6 PM Wednesday in
protest against the attack on the
party activists during the visit of
CM in Kuchinda to distribute the
smart health card under the Biju
Swasthya kalyan Yojana.

The Congress activists alleged
that ruling BJD workers assaulted
them while they were holding
black flag demonstrations during
CM’s visit demanding justice for
Mamita’s family.

OP PHOTO

Joshi takes addl
charge as ECoR GM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: Senior
Indian Railways Traffic Service
(IRTS) officer Archana Joshi has
taken addi-
tional charge
asthe General
Manager
(GM) of East
Coast Railway
(ECoR), an of-
ficial state-
ment read.

Joshi, an IRTS officer of the 1985
batch, is the GM of South Eastern
Railway and has taken additional
charge of GM of ECoR till the post-
ing of regular GM, it read.

Vidya Bhushan, the outgoing
general manager of ECoR, super-
annuated October 31.

Toddler among 3 new
nCoV fatalities in state

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: Odisha
Wednesday registered 322 fresh
Covid-19 infections, five less than
the previous day, pushing the case-
load to 10,42,422, a Health depart-
ment official said.

Three more fatalities, including
a toddler, raised the coronavirus
death toll to 8,343, he said. The
deaths occurred in Khurda,
Mayurbhanj and Nuapada districts.
The second wave of the pandemic
has claimed the lives of 44 children
and adolescents in Odisha so far.

Khurda district, comprising state
Capital Bhubaneswar; reported the
highest number of 169 single-day
infections, followed by Cuttack (19)
and Sambalpur (10).

While five districts did not log any
fresh case, five others registered one
new case each, the official said.

While five districts did
not log any fresh case,
five others registered
one new case each

The state now has 4,000 active
cases, and 10,30,026 patients, in-

cluding 441 since Tuesday, have re-
covered from the disease.

Odisha has sofar conducted over -

2.21 crore sample tests - 61,542
Tuesday. The state’s cumulative pos-
itivity rate stands at 4.70 per cent. The
official said a total of 1,18,86,875 peo-
ple have been fully inoculated with
both doses of vaccines.

Meanwhile, the process of dis-
bursing ex-gratia to the next of
Kkin of those who died due to Covid-
19 started from Wednesday. The
affected families can apply for
%50,000 from November 3, another
official said.

Amid pandemic, Diwali resolution for a breathable future

GASPING FOR BREATH IN THE ENGULFING TOXIC HAZE, THE COUNTRY NEEDS AN AIR POLLUTION CONTROL POLICY OVERHAUL

f: ! 7 he much-awaited festival of
lights and harbinger of
peace and prosperity, Diwali,

stands at our threshold. With the

economy coming back on track
after the jolt suffered on account of
the lockdown during the pandemic,
spirits are rising, as they should.

Over the years, not only has the
popularity of Diwali increased
but so has its mode of celebration
which has witnessed a drastic
change.

Bursting of firecrackers, which
was once a rare spectacle, has now
turned into a common event. Up
until the 19th century, firecrackers
being expensive would be com-
missioned by rulers for the enter-
tainment of their citizens.

Generating awe and wonder,
aatishbaazi shows were organised
on special occasions such as royal
marriage ceremonies as an exhi-
bition of the kingdom’s grandeur
and prosperity.

It was only after independence

that restrictions were placed on
imported crackers which led to
the emergence of the first fire-
cracker industry in Sivakasi, Tamil
Nadu. Thereafter, as crackers be-
came cheaper and people became
more prosperous, the bursting of
firecrackers commenced on Diwali.

However, in recent years, the
combustion of metals, smoke and
dust in the air has become a mat-
ter of grave concern despite com-
prising of amere 5 per cent of the
aggregate air pollution. With pol-
Iution levels already too high on ac-
count of vehicular emissions, in-
dustrial activities and construction,
there is no room for bursting of
crackers.

These toxic products contain
harmful substances which on com-
bustion produce 2.5 PM. While the
smoke evaporates in a matter of
hours, the pollutants from the
crackers remain suspended for
days, making the air more un-
breathable and carcinogenic.

The heavy air during this time
of the year further deteriorates
the air quality as does stubble burn-
ing. The weather, cracker pollu-
tion and agricultural residue burn-
ing combine to diminish the air
quality to severe and dangerous
levels, choking the air by convert-
ing it into gas chambers.

Yet, in spite of the blanket bans
imposed on the burning of these

pyrotechnics by the Supreme Court,
the AQI (Air Quality Index) is far
from normal. The reason being
stubble burning which continues
to remain a bone of contention
between a number of state gov-
ernments, all of which persist-
ently engage in futile arguments
with no definitive corrective action
whatsoever.

With poor policies and non-ex-

istent incentives, crop burning
continues unabated. Imposing fines
on the food producers and putting
them behind bars will serve no
good; giving them the promised
subsidies upon not engaging in
stubble burning will. With our
granaries overflowing with wheat
and paddy, the cropping patterns
need to be reconfigured.

Happy Seeder;, a harvesting-cum-
sowing tractor remains out of
hands for most of the farmers
owing to its exorbitant cost and
suitability in primarily larger
farms. Then again, the process of
converting the stubble into ma-
nure is a lengthy one; it takes ap-
proximately 15-20 days before the
field is ready for the next crop and
farmers do not possess the luxury
to devote these many days.

Beijing's poor experience with
smog towers clearly indicates that
installing the same at different
places will amount to nothing more
than sheer wastage of the tax-

payer's money. Likewise, impos-
ing odd-even rules serves nothing
more than a populist gimmick in
the long run.

Many are still battling with
post-covid complications while
those with asthma, bronchitis,
COPD and other respiratory con-
ditions are gasping for every mi-
nuscule amount of cleaner air
like never before.

With the horrifying nightmares
of oxygen shortage witnessed all
over the country during the second
wave still afresh, the indispens-
ability of breathable air cannot
be overemphasised.

Recent statistics reveal that 11 of
the 20 most polluted cities glob-
ally are in India; no wonder the
number of air pollution induced-
deaths amount to 2 million in this
part of the world.

Gasping for breath in this en-
circling toxic haze, we desperately
need an air pollution control pol-
icy overhaul. IANS
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Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.

~rm k

~



OrissaPOST

THURSDAY | NOVEMBER 4 | 2021 | BHUBANESWAR

},
SHORT TAKES

\«,/

™ 12-hour bandh
in Kuchinda

Kuchinda: The BJP and the
Congress, two major
Opposition parties in Odisha
Wednesday observed a 12-
hour Kuchinda Bandh in
protest against alleged
attacks by members of the
ruling Biju Janata Dal (BJD) on
workers of the respective
parties in Sambalpur. The two
party workers were attacked
when they protested Tuesday
during Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik’s visit to the district.
The bandh started at 6 am and
continued till 6pm. Hundreds
of BJP workers were
demonstrating when glass
bottles and stones were
thrown at them. Local police
remained silent during the
attack, an agitator who
confronted the attack said.
Congress workers shouted
slogans over school teacher
Mamita Meher’s murder
demanding resignation of
Minister of State for Home
Dibya Shankar Mishra during
the CM’s programme in
Kuchinda. Meanwhile, the
president of Congress youth
wing in Kuchinda Jayant
Kishan was attacked by some
BJD workers.

.......................................

KALIA beneficiary
dead in records

Papadahandi: A beneficiary of
KALIA yojana was shown dead
in official records and denied
second installment of the fund
at Maidalpur under
Papadahandi block in
Nabarangpur district. Santosh
Harijan of Maidalpur was
enrolled as a beneficiary in
2019-20 and he received 35000
in the first installiment. But in
the current year, he did not
receive fund. He said other
beneficiaries have received
funds. “When | did not receive
fund, | checked my status
online. | was surprised to see
my status as dead,” he said.
He later went to Papadahandi
block agriculture office. An
official there admitted the
fault and advised him to apply
for the scheme again.

.......................................

Maoists seeredin
ganja destructlon

Malkangiri: Police and excise
officials have been destroying
ganja plantations in interior
pockets of Malkangiri district.
But Maoists have raised
objections to such exercise
and issued a statement on the
issue. The Left wing
extremists have linked the
ganja farming with the
livelihood of tribals in the
tribal-dominated region.
Secretary of the Maoists’
special zonal committee of
Andhra-Odisha Board, Ganesh
has issued a two-page letter in
this regard. In the letter,
Ganesh has pointed out that
scores of tribal people living in
remote and inaccessible
pockets have no alternative
sources of livelihood. Their
livelihood solely depends on
ganja farming. “As the
administration keeps on
destroying ganja plantation in
these pockets, livelihood of
tribals has been affected. The
government should provide an
alternative scope of livelihood
for tribals in such a situation,”
the letter read. The Maoist
leader alleged that police and
political leaders extract
benefits from ganja cultivation
while tribal farmers fail to get
benefits. In the letter, the top
Maoist observed that the
government should first pay
attention to implementing
measures to make the tribals
self-reliant in remote pockets.
Thus they can manage their
families, he added.

3 critical in cracker blast

POST NEWS NETWORK

Couple faces social
boycott for newborn

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: A tribal
family in Keonjhar district has
been allegedly ostracised by soci-
ety for refusing to provide puja
materials for village purification
following the birth of a child.

The incident was reported from
Purunapani village in Keonjhar
district and a complaint has been
filed with the local police.

The wife of Gunaram Murmu,
a native of Purunapani village
under Ghasipura police limits in
Keonjhar district, recently gave
birth to a child and was taken to a
hospital in an ambulance following
the delivery, villagers said.

The villagers have a belief that

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhawanipatna, Nov 3: The dis-
trict administration conducted a
raid on the women’s hostel of
Mahaling Regional College in con-
nection with the sensational mur-
der of Mamita Meher, principal of
Sunshine Public School at Mahaling
in the district, a report said.

The school runs from the prem-
ises of Mahaling Regional College
and the deceased Meher was offi-
ciating as the warden of the ladies’
hostel of the college.

The raid took place after a team
of district officials led by
Dharamagarh sub-collector, Pawar
Sachin Prakash, raided the Mahaling
College and conducted a probe at the
Plus IT and Plus 11T ladies’ hostels of
the college. The probe was con-
ducted on the basis of the guide-
lines issued by the National
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR).

The sub-collector was accom-
panied by Nirmal Mohanty, offi-
cer (in-charge) of District Child

R The villagers
have a belief that
# the village road

i became ‘unholy’
due to the
transportation of
the newborn

the village road became ‘unholy' due
to the transportation of the new-
born.

“So, they asked me to provide a
hen and other puja materials to
please the goddess for purification
of the village. But I refused.
Therefore, the villagers told me
they will boycott me,” alleged
Gunaram.

Siba Shankar Marandi, a villager
in Purunapani village, said, “As per
our tradition, we had asked him
(Gunaram) to provide some material
for the puja. However, he refused
to provide the same and instead
lodged a complaint with the police.”

The police are talking to both
the parties and trying to sort out
the matter.

MAMITA MURDER FOLLOW-UP

Admin raids Mahaling College hostel

Protection Unit (DCPU),
Sarbeswar Jal and tehsildar,
Golamunda during the raid. The
raid was conducted in the hostel
to investigate whether the hos-
tel was being run according to
government guidelines or not.
Various documents of the hostel
are under the scanner and are being

_.Ea‘;?(\\\\\ Ao

thoroughly checked, an official said.
‘When contacted, the sub-collector said
the raid was conducted on the basis
of NCPCR guidelines and a report
will be submitted to the higher
authorities very soon.

On the other hand, the college
managing committee hurriedly
called a meeting with the guardians

KOTIA VILLAGERS OPPOSE
STATE'S HEALTH BENEFITS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Pottangi, Nov 3: The inter-state
boundary dispute between Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh in Kotia pan-
chayat of Koraput continued to sim-
mer with new developments taking
place each day, a report said.

Things have come to such a pass
that residents get swayed away by the
false promises and freebies offered
by the Andhra government.

The incident comes a day after
Salur MLA P Rajan Dora visited
Tadibalsa village Tuesday and laid
the foundation stone of some devel-
opmental projects in the village,
Tuesday. Laying the foundation
stones, Dora thundered that bor-
dering villages of Kotia panchayat
are as much of Andhra Pradesh as
they are of Odisha and delivered
loads of promises to win away the
local residents. Residents in some
areas of the panchayat have switched
loyalties to the neighbouring state and
are shying away from their own state.

The matter came to the fore when
villagers in Kotia panchayat of

Wednesday The health camp was or-

ganised by Kotia Primary Health
Centre at Neredibalsa village,
Wednesday.

Reports said, a team of doctors
and health workers led by Dr Pabitra
Panda of Kotia PHC reached
Neredibalsa village and were prepar-
ing for a health camp when an
Anganwadi worker appointed by the
Andhra government at
Talaganjeipadar village reached the
spot and raised a hue and cry on the
health camp in the area.

He asked the health officials to re-
frain from organising a camp and

health officials for organising a
camp. This shocked the doctors and
health officials.

The Anganwadi worker and the vil-
lagers finally relented after the health
officials placated them.

They dispersed following which 17
villagers from Arujubalsa village,
72 from Tadibalsa and 42 from
Neredibalsa village registered their
names in the camp and had their
health checked up by doctors free
of cost. Later, free medicines were dis-
tributed to them. Pharmacist Ramesh
Chandra Senapti, Jagannath Gemel,
Subhash Chapadi, Raju Hial and

A sand art urging people for celebration of Green Diwali is on display in Berhampur, Wednesday

OP PHOTO

ahead of the arrival of the
sub-collector for the raid.

The members of the college
managing committee and guardians
met the sub-collector on his arrival
and discussed with him on the
modalities to run the college like be-
fore and in ensuring the security of
the girl students.

File No. DRM/Engg/KUR/21-22/E-Tender/68
Dt. 01.11.2021

(1) Tender No. e-tender-HQ-KUR-
186-2021, Dtd. 28.10.2021
D I ENEWWORKS, ADDITIONS
AND ALTERATIONS TO THE EXISTING
STRUCTURES, ALL ORDINARY REPAIR
AND MAINTENANCE WORKS OF
MISCELLANEOUS NATURE AND
SUPPLIES EACH COSTING RS. 5,00,000/-
OR LESS IN THE SECTIONS PURI (EX) TO
KHURDA ROAD (EX) UNDER SENIOR
SECTION ENGINEER (W)/PURIIN SENIOR
DIVISIONAL ENGINEER (HQ) / KHURDA

Approx Cost of the Work (T): (=] ET1H

187-2021, Dtd. 28.10.2021

1o ANl NEW WORKS
ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS TO
THE EXISTING STRUCTURES, ALL
ORDINARY REPAIR AND
MAINTENANCE WORKS OF
MISCELLANEOUS NATURE AND
SUPPLIES EACH COSTING RS.
5,00,000/- OR LESS IN ORH, HOLIDAY
HOME, COACHING COMPLEX, PURI
STATION BUILDING AND RAILWAY
COLONY ETC. UNDER SENIOR
SECTION ENGINEER (W) / PURI IN
SENIOR DIVISIONAL ENGINEER (HQ) /
KHURDA ROAD’S SECTION FOR THE
PERIOD UPTO 30/06/2022.
Approx Cost of the Work (3): G ETLE
Completion Period (For both the Tenders) :
07 (Seven) Months.

Tender Closing Date and Time : LASENT]
Hrs. 0f19.11.2021 (For both the Tenders.)

Fax or in person shall be accepted ag.

No manual offers sent by Post / Courier/]

such e-tenders even if these are submitted
on firm's letter head and received in time.

without any consideration.

Complete information including e-tender
documents of the above e-Tender is
| avallableinwebsite thttps:/iwww.ireps.gov.in

All such manual offers shall be considered|
invalid and shall be rejected summarily|

Note : The prospective tenderers are
advised to revisit the website 10 (Ten)
days before the date of closing of tender
to note any changes / Corrigendum

issued forthis tender.
Divisional Railway Manager (Engg),
PR-513/M/21-22 Khurda Road

|No. 6316

GOVERNMENT OF ORISSA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS DIVISION, KARANJIA

E-mail ID: eerwkaranjia@yahoo.com
1st Corrigendum Notice

“e” Procurement Notice

Bid Identification No. RWDKNJ-11/2021-22

due to unavoidable technical reason.

|OIPR-25086/11/0009/2122

No. O-897: The date of availability of Tender online for bidding of BID
IDENTIFICATION No. RWDKNJ-11/2021-22 has been extended from
10.11.21 to 23.11.21 upto 5.00 P.M. instead of Dt.27.10.21 to 03.11.21
upto 5.00 P.M. & date of opening extended from 05.11.21 to 24.11.21 to

All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.
Sd./- Superintending Engineer (I/C)
R.W. Division, Karanjia]

Date:

01.11.2021

q°eiyl: 9999

ga1 61QQ°gl RITYIRS, YA

QIGg: o91eel9e
Qa1 ARG QIal 908 eyeg A°ge, A8eeR 6

Q16 568 AR QANINT FRQ gR ARG AR

0IQ RIY FAUSIR |

No. C-1188: 96qIQl SeaAlIIGdT 206 Fala GaIAIRaE
649, AeRI0e Q09 eéq@gaéemm Faa 9009 gal gal 6dlq
AT 690K G19R1R019090GY, AERIPIAR @°. YT GgR
QLIS 6d1QQ°gl 9IQl 272 QNS ﬁﬁea@éqegwg@ ]
adeIeel AR AIde gR Q1 9ea & AIQI9 ATl 5762 ARY
A4 FAUGRA | 98 RIGER g1 edleacgis Website: www.
purimunicipality.nic.in6@ Qaag| 92 foleRI9090Qd

Ql./— @IV 2RI
g1 edlaacgl, g1
OIPR-13159/11/0012/2122] -

& OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
"2 KENDRAPARA (R&B) DIVISION-1, KENDRAPARA

E-Mail I.D.-eernbkdp@gmail.com; Tel.(06727)-220268; Fax No.(06727)-220862
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA “e” procurement Notice
e-procurement Notice for Culvert, Building & Electrical works
Bid ldentification No. E.E., R n B KDP- 09/ 2021-22

No. B-536:-
1. No of work = 01 no. Building, 1 no. Electrical & 1 no.
culvert work.
2. Estimated Cost - Rs. 9.48 lakh to 47.45 lakh
(Approximately)

3. Period of completion -
4. Date & time of sale & -
receipt of bid document
5. Last date / time of
receipt of bids
8. Date & time of Opening -
of Bids
7. Name and address of - Executive Engineer, Kendrapara (R&B)
the Officer Inviting Bid Division-l, Kendrapara
Further details with any addendum, corrigendum, cancellation can be
seen from the State Govt. portal “https:/itendersorissa.gov.in”
Sd./- (Er. K.C. Behera)
Executive Engineer, Kendrapara (R&B) Division-|
OIPR-34097/11/0004/2122

01 (One) to 3 (three) Calendar Months
From 10.00 A.M. of 06.11.2021 to 5PM
of 20.11.2021

- 5PM of 20.11.2021

11.00AM of 22.11.2021

—
1

National Highways Authority of India

Sarlakanichowk, In front of St. John’s School, Near NH-6
Sakhipara Road, Sambalpur, Odisha-768006

11040/NHAIPIU/SBP/NH57(140.900 to 224.900)/Toll/1077/2021, Date: 03/11/2021

&

BHARATMALA
s b P
E:

Project Implementation Unit, Sambalpur

W e

In accordance with the Gowvt. of India, Gazette Notification S.0.3637(E) Dated 16.10.2020, the initial fixation of
user Fee rates of Fee Plaza At Ch. 190.050 near Rangamatia Village, in Nayagarh District in the section from
Adenigada-Maichheli from Km.140.900 to Km.224.180 on NH-57 in the state of Odisha for net road length of
83.800 Km. to be applicable with effect from 08.11.2021 at 08.00 Hours. as per the rates given below :

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tigiria, Nov 3: Asmany as
three members of afamily
including a three-year-old
child sustained critical in-
juries after crackers went off
during manufacturing of
firecrackers at
Baneswarpada village under
Tigiria police limits in
Cuttack district, Wednesday.

The victims were ad-
mitted to SCB Medical
College and Hospital in

Koraput district opposed organis-  return. She was encouraged when  ASHA workers supervised the health Accordingly, the User Fee collection will be started from 08.11.2021 at 08.00 Hours. (in Rs.)
ing a health camp at Neredibalsa  villagers of Neredibalsaandnearby = camp and distribution of free med- = =
. . .. L. . Fee for Fee for single journey
village under the panchayat, villagesjoined her and opposedthe icines to villagers. Fee for Fee for
: s monthly pass for | for the commercial vehicles
Category of Vehicles single | return journey - . : B
journey | within a day >0 T::IZ::::: eys r:?;:::;e:fu:el:h:;at:;e
No. 0-893:- GOVERNNMENT OF ODISHA ) (2) (3) (4) (5)
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER Car, Jeep, Van or Light Motor
RURAL WORKS DIVISION, RAIRANGPUR (MAYURBHANUJ) Vehicle 60 9% 2050 30
Cuttack for t}‘eatmenfc. Email ID: eerwrairangpur@yahoo.com Light Commercial Vehicle,
Reports said, the mishap Latter N, 6103.// Date_01.11.2021 Light Goods Vehicle or Mini | 100 150 3310 50
took place when Dheera e-Procurement Notice for Road Works R0 RGBT TORE ] i ae ki Tid | Pg s Bus
Swain of the village was ; Elama Dféhg Waork 1 és paasr ?g?eﬁ(#ra( - Bus or Truck (Two Axles) 210 310 6940 105
. . . 3 stimate ost S. : akhs (approximate T
ma-kmg firecrackers in his 3. Class of Contractor “C" & “B" Class (of Odigha PW.D.) gr relevannt class of works licence Thr(?eAxIe Commercial 225 340 7570 115
house. The blast left Swain, g $erié':d Dpf Come[etion H R1 (One calendar months) Vehicles
: . Tender Paper Cost . S per annexure HCM or EME or MAV (F
awomanandababy griev- | |The details are as follows P 5 Six'::xles] et 490 10880 165
ously injured while he sus- Procurement | Bid Identification| Availability of Tender online for | Last Date & Time | Date & Time of Opening of Tender in Oversized Vehicles
tained 70 per cent burn Officer No. bidding of seeking Tender | 0/O0 S.E.R.W. Division, Rairangpur. (Seven or more axles) 395 595 13245 200
1?] l}tr(lie s. Poli (ice h tf}Ve 1 - F':'" 1:' CIarm:aﬂm Tachiical B : Fiincla Fio The rates of monthly pass applicable for local non-commercial vehicles residing within a distance of 20 Km. from
started an investigation A S i isi isi
s tL 1 g SERW. RWDRRP-18] | 08.11.2021 at | 22.41.2021 upto | 20.11.2021 up to 23.44.2020 thg above toll plaza for ?he year 2021-22 shall b'(-! Rs.285/-, subject to revision every year as per the provisions of
into the incident to as- Division preeird $1.00 AN 500 M. 500 BM. 2t11.30 AM said rules. As FASTag is mandatory for all vehicles hence all user are requested to purchase FASTag. Ph. No.
i i (0663) 2548966, Email: piusambalpur@nhai.org, nhaisambalpur@gmail.com -
certain whether Swain Rakagpur T S o S PSR} 4046006, F i : : Project Di Sc?
was manufacturing fire- Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersodisha. gowv.in 1o ECOL
crackers for sale or hot. OIPR-25107/11/0018/2122 Sd.- Er. D. Behera, Superintending Engineer, R.W. Division, Rairangpur | NOT JUST ROADS, BUILDING A NATION
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7~ options, prolonging the crisis.
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Care not for time and success. Act
out thy part, whether it be to fail
or to prosper.
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SRI AUROBINDO

It’s a Health Crisis

f: ! The threat COVID-19 poses to human health is now well understood around
the world. In contrast, the enormous health threat of global warming,
with its broad array of persistent impacts on our well-being, is under-

recognised and poorly understood.

Yet climate change is harming human health right now. During the 2020
monsoon season in Bangladesh, for example, water flooded a quarter of the
country. More than 1.3 million homes were damaged, and hundreds of peo-
ple died. Rising sea levels caused by climate change will make such events
more frequent in low-lying countries like Bangladesh. It also will bring the
risk of flooding on a similar scale to more communities around the world.

Severe floods do more than destroy homes. They cause raw sewage to flow
into streets and contaminate drinking water, spreading infection. They also
destroy crops, driving malnutrition. And rising sea levels turn drinking water
saltier, which increases rates of high blood pressure, pre-eclampsia, and pre-
mature births.

These are hardly the only health risks implied by climate change. Hotter
temperatures lead to a higher incidence of heatstroke. And prolonged
droughts, just like severe floods, reduce agri-
cultural productivity and output.

The many ways global warming will affect
our health are not yet fully understood. But its
influence is becoming clearer as the changes to
our environment become more dramatic.

The world urgently needs a global strategy to
minimise climate-related illness and death in
the coming decades. As with the COVID-19 pan-
demic, developing effective solutions will re-
quire governments to work with scientists. Part
of any effective approach will be aimed at lim-
iting future warming, and part will be aimed at
adapting to a hotter climate. But both impera-
tives must be pursued in ways that protect —or
even enhance - public health.

There will not he a
vaccine to inoculate

The United Nations Climate Change Conference people against the
(COP26) currently underway in Glasgow is an ffects of heat
ideal opportunity for world leaders to demonstrate € ; ec_ S OT heat waves,
;ha{ﬁ ttﬁley undergtt%nd ttﬁlat glo})al warnj};ng 131 a wildfires, droughts, or

ealth crisis, and that they are learning from the

successes and shortcomings of the pandemic re- se\_/e refl OOdS’ S0
sponse. In less than two years, COVID-19 has  reducing the rate at
caused millions of deaths and disrupted our which the global
lives. We have seen scientists, governments, . L
and companies cooperate to develop diagnostics, _tem peratu reis ”S|_ng
therapies, and Va'ccines.. But we have aIS(_) seen isthe best preventwe
how narrow national interests and socioeco- measure we have

nomic inequality can limit access to affordable

World leaders meeting at COP26 have a per-
fect opportunity to show that they understand climate change is not only an
urgent environmental challenge, but also one of the most urgent health
challenges we have ever faced.

Governments are not in this fight alone. Civil-society organisations need
to support efforts in the coming decades to address the health challenges brought
about by climate change. We must build a collaborative global process that
generates, values, and — most importantly — uses scientific evidence to act
on climate change and improve health for everyone. At the Wellcome Trust,
we are committed to funding research that enables us to better understand
and address the negative effects of global warming on health. We will also
advocate strongly for evidence and research to be at the heart of policymaking.

As with any health threat, prevention is better than a cure. There will not
be a vaccine to inoculate people against the effects of heat waves, wildfires,
droughts, or severe floods, so reducing the rate at which the global temper-
ature is rising is the best preventive measure we have. That means reduc-
ing greenhouse-gas emissions.

Fortunately, cutting emissions can have a direct, positive effect on health.
For example, the global transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy
could increase average life expectancy globally by at least one year. Similarly,
widespread adoption of diets rich in vegetables and low in meat will reduce
greenhouse gases and decrease the risk of heart disease, cancer, and dementia.

But while cutting emissions will reduce future harm, it will not eliminate
the health threats that are already implied by decades of global warming.
We have no choice but to adapt to life on a warmer planet.

Inresponse to the growing threat of floods, for instance, many coastal com-
munities - including in Kenya, the United States, and Vietnam - are plant-
ing mangrove forests. Mangroves can grow in salt water, and they provide
some defence against flooding. They also encourage biodiversity and can sup-
port fisheries and floating vegetable gardens.

The task now is to design a series of creative options that people around
the world can use to decide how best to protect themselves and their com-
munities. Treating the inevitable symptoms of a hotter planet and helping
communities adapt is the responsibility of local governments, but we also
need a level of international coordination and new knowledge generation
that can be delivered only by an agreed global strategy on climate and
health.

It won't be easy, and time is not on our side. But science is.

The writer; a former Prime Minister of Australia, is Chair
of the Wellcome Trust.
©PROJECT SYNDICATE
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The more you like yourself, the less you are like anyone else, which
makes you unique. WALT DISNEY

It takes an endless amount of history to make even a little tradition.
HENRY JAMES

Man is least himself when he talks in his own person. Give him a
mask, and he will tell you the truth. OSCAR WILDE

WORDSWORTH

m Po-faced

t's common enough in Britain as a term for someone who is priggish, narrow-

minded, disapproving or humourless, but not widely known elsewhere; it does
occasionally appear in America, though mostly in writings by British authors.
It’s usually supposed to derive from the slang term po for a chamber pot (it
rhymes with no), first recorded in the 1880s. But the abbreviation is more likely
to be from the French pot de chambre than from the English term. It was
probably influenced by the interjection pooh for something that’s distasteful,
which is of course related to the verb to pooh-pooh meaning to express
contempt or disdain for something; both are conventional reformulations of the
noise one makes with the lips when appearing to blow away something
unpleasant. Po-faced was perhaps applied to such people because they react to
insalubrious comments with a look of insufficiently disguised distaste, as if
suddenly presented with a used chamber pot. The Oxford English Dictionary
also suggests it might have been influenced by poker face, which is one of the
senses it gives for the word; that is not quite how it is understood today, but it
does imply somebody who is trying not to show a reaction to some happening
of which they disapprove. It’s actually quite a modern word, first recorded only
in 1934 in the book Music Ho! by Constant Lambert, the British music critic and

} composer: “I do not wish, when faced with exoticism, to adopt an attitude

which can best be described by the admirable expression ‘po-faced’. We cannot
live perpetually in the rarefied atmosphere of the austerer classics”.

Dhanada K Mishra

THE PRESSURE
OF A GROWING
INTERNATIONAL
CLIMATE
PROTEST
MOVEMENT LED
BY YOUNG
ACTIVISTS LIKE
GRETA
THUNBERG OR
THE EXTINCTION
REBELLION HAS
MEANT THAT
THE POLITICAL
AND
CORPORATE
LEADERS HAVE
LESS ROOM TO
WIGGLE OUT
WITH FALSE
COMMITMENTS

FOCUS CLIMATE ACTION

CODE RED & COP26

ust last week, the city of
Catania in Sicily, Italy - one of
the driest places in Europe -
had a devastating weather
ent. The office of the Mayor of
Catania, Salvo Pogliese, in a state-
ment, said, “In 48 hours the amount
of rain that falls on average in an
entire year, has fallen on Catania.
Eastern Sicily is experiencing a
phenomenon that we fear, unfor-
tunately, will be less and less spo-
radic, with tragic scenarios des-
tined to be repeated. Climate
change, the fragility of our terri-
tory and the condition of instability;
often caused by human interven-
tion, are factors that, combined, can
have — and we are indeed seeing
these — deadly effects.” The au-
thorities have invested over 400
million Euros since 2018 to com-
bat hydrogeological instability
and strengthen infrastructure
against the risk of landslide and
coastal erosion, but it is not enough
for a climate that has rapidly trop-
icalised. He further warned:
“Without extraordinary inter-
ventions, which only the European
Union can put in place, and with-
out courageous decisions that can-
not be postponed by the G20 and
COP26, we will periodically find
ourselves counting the damage
and, God forbid, more victims.”
This scenario is repeating itself
in place after the place from the west
coast of the United States where “a
bomb cyclone hit California caus-
ing landslides and flash floods” to
our own Kerala and Uttarakhand
devastated by cloud bursts, tor-
rential rains and flash floods in
just recent weeks. No wonder the
latest report released by the
Intergovernmental Panel for
Climate Change’s (IPCC) Sixth
Assessment Report (AR6) on the
physical science basis of climate
change released in August has been
termed ‘Code Red’ for humanity
by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations Anténio Guterres.
The report highlights, among other
issues, the fact that it is unequiv-
ocal that human influence has
warmed the atmosphere, ocean
and land. Widespread and rapid
changes in the atmosphere, ocean,
cryosphere and biosphere have oc-
curred. Human impact has warmed
the climate at an unprecedented

)
Cricket & nationalism: India’s Tebbit test

DK Giri

ITIS HIGH TIME WE
TOOK A FRESH
LOOK AT THE
CONCEPT OF
NATIONALISM
FROM ALL
DIMENSIONS,

NOT JUST LEGAL
AS IT IS BEING
VIEWED NOW
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heloss of the cricket match
l by the Indian team to
Pakistan in the T20 World
Cup has once again stirred the hor-
net’s nest about nationalism -- loy-
alty to one’s own country, national
spirit and so on. In addition to small
clashes between students, the law-
and-order machinery swung into ac-
tion to book students allegedly
cheering for the Pakistani team
and some other Muslims celebrat-
ing the victory on social media.
The charges framed were quite a few
under the IPC. It is high time we took
a fresh look at the concept of na-
tionalism from all dimensions, not
justlegal as it is being viewed now.
October 24, India lost by 10 wick-
ets to Pakistan. Cricket loving
Indians were disappointed, but for
right-wing nationalists, all hell
broke loose. The insult to the injury
was added by those cheering for
Pakistan. A few Kashmiri students
in Raja Balwant Singh College,
Agra allegedly were bucking up
our arch-rivals. However, prelim-
inary probe by the college admin-
istration has found that the stu-
dents did not raise slogans, they
made social media posts.
In Udaipur, Rajasthan, Nafeesha
Attari, a private school teacher,
made a social media post, “we won”

Global crisis

A viral video of a dinosaur addressing the UNGA

asks the rhetorical question: “At least we had
an asteroid? What excuse do you have?” It
ends by saying: “Don’t choose extinction by
investing in the asteroid (read fossil fuels)”

rate in at least the last 2000 years.
Except for a few die-hard climate
sceptics or the fossil fuel lobby
funded consultants, no one now
disputes it. Human-induced cli-
mate change is already affecting
many weather and climate ex-
tremes in every region across the
globe.

In this critical moment in human
history, many believe that the
COP26 climate conference being
held at Glasgow may be the last op-
portunity for humanity as a whole
to take decisive action. COP stands
for the Conference of Partiesto the
United Nations Framework
Convention for Climate Change
(UNFCC) agreed upon at the 1992
Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit. The
historic 2015 Paris climate treaty
and the 1997 Kyoto protocol are
both parts of the UNFCC. The
conference of parties held annu-
ally reviews progress. It sets new
goals to cut emissions to limit the
temperature increase to below 1.5
degree C by cutting emissions
back to the net-zerolevel. The total
emissions over the earth’s capac-
ity to absorb greenhouse gases
must be zero by 2050.

COP26 has four key objectives:
securing global net-zero by 2050 and
keeping 1.5 degrees temperature
rise within reach, adapting to pro-
tect communities and natural habi-
tats, mobilising finance, and work-

along with the picture of the
Pakistan cricket team. When con-
fronted by colleagues, she con-
firmed that she supported the
Pakistan team, although qualified
it by saying it was done in a lighter
vein. However, she was booked
under Section 153B of the IPC and
has been sacked from her job.

In Srinagar; cases have been filed
against students and staff of two
medical colleges for celebrating
Pakistan’s victory. They have been
booked under Section 13 of the strin-
gent Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA). Safiya Majeed, a tech-
nician from one of these two colleges,
was fired for a social media post
celebrating Pakistan victory. In UP,
seven students have been booked and
five arrested. As expected, there
have been equally strong reactions
and protests from political lead-
ers, civil rights activists and others.
To cite a few, Mehbooba Mufti has
rather sarcastically raised the issue
by asking, in India, the mother of
democracies, how can you charge
students with sedition for merely
cheering the winning team?

Ana Tanwirm, the Founder of
Indian Civil Liberties Union, said:
“Idonot know any law under which
supporting another team is pro-
hibited.” He added: “It isnot like sup-

Sir, After the collapse of Soviet Union in 1991, the global economic
liberalisation began. The rule of law, which was originally imple-
mented to do business with other countries, was completely abolished.
It was said that the process of globalisation will usher in a new era
in the world economy. But gradually this globalisation began to fall
downward. Competition between countries over the market began.
This rivalry was so intense that it created an atmosphere of cold war
in the world. Capitalist nations began to create new groups to share
the world market. Then came the G7, G8, G20, BRICS, SAARC, SCO,
and now a new bloc called AUKUS. It is said that these blocs are im-
portant multilateral bodies for global economic cooperation. Even
after the formation of so many blocs, there is a severe economic cri-

sis the world over. This is because the process of globalisation is based
on privatisation and commercialisation whose main aim is to acquire

maximum profit. In order to get super profits, labour must be exploited.
Exploitation creates unemployment which reduces the purchasing
power of the people. In India, the three black farm laws are an ex-
ample of how the government is with capitalists.

Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR

ing together to deliver. As part of
the first goal, countries are being
asked to commit to new ambitious
2030 emissions reductions targets
in line with the net-zero carbon
emissions goal. This will require
accelerating the phase-out of coal,
curtailing deforestation, speed-
ing up the switch to electric vehi-
cles and encouraging investment
in renewable energy.

The second goal requires that
countries most affected by the cli-
mate crisis work together to pro-
tect and restore ecosystems and
build defences, warning systems
and resilient infrastructure and
agriculture to avoid loss of homes,
livelihoods and even lives.

To deliver on the first two goals,
developed countries must make
good on their promise to mobilise
at least $100bn in climate finance
per year by 2020 as was agreed at
the Paris COP21. The fourth goal
requires finalising the Paris
Rulebook to make the Paris
Agreement operational and ac-
celerate action to tackle the cli-
mate crisis through collaboration
between governments, businesses
and civil society. Each of the above
goals must be achieved at Glasgow.
The commitments must be im-
plemented sincerely without wast-
ing valuable time for humanity to
avoid the worst possible scenario
set out by IPCC. The pressure of a

porting any country in a war.”
Lawyer and researcher Lubhyathi
Rangarajan asserted: “For sedi-
tion, there has to be an incitement
to violence and a threat to desta-
bilising the government. Celebrating
the victory of a country you might
not like is noreason to charge peo-
ple for sedition... These charges
are not going to hold in court.”
The legal approach obviously
does not hold water, so charges
against the 14 people should be
dropped, unless they have caused vi-
olence or disharmony, Let us look at
the concept of national spirit. Even
in Britain, Norman Tebbit, then
Chairman of the Conservative Party;
had argued that the immigrants
from South Asia and Afro-Caribbean
regions supporting cricket teams
from the countries of their origin
were showing disloyalty to the coun-
try they were living in. In April
1990, he formulated the Tebbit test
which asked the immigrants whom
they rooted for in a cricket match.
Of course, majority of Britons did
not endorse it. Even the immigrants
were happy to ‘fail the Tebbit test.’
However; nationalism should have
adifferent connotation in India. We
must redefine it. As such national-
ism is a cultural concept, and unlike
patriotism, it refers to people, their

G20 deadlock

growing international climate
protest movement led by young
activists like Greta Thunberg or the
Extinction Rebellion has meant
that the political and corporate
leaders have less room to wiggle out
with false commitments.

Alok Sharma, the Indian-born
British parliamentarian and mem-
ber of the cabinet under Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, the pres-
ident-designate of COP26, said the
following in his introduction to
COP26. “Over the last 30 years, the
UK economy has grown by 78%
while cutting emissions by 44%.
That shows green growth isreal.”
In other words, the politicians still
believe that the challenging goal of
avoiding climate catastrophe can
be achieved while delivering the so-
called ‘green growth’, which has
been debunked reliably. On their
part, the fossil fuel companies that
are the main culprits behind the ex-
istential crisis staring at the world
are busily ‘greenwashing’ their
dirty deeds by shifting the blame
on individuals for their lifestyle
choices being responsible for the cli-
mate crisis. These are the self-de-
feating tactics that have been used
by the tobacco industry or the in-
famous National Rifle Association
(NRA) in the USA while arguing for
thelost cause of ill effects of smok-
ing and gun ownership.

In the G20 summit held in Rome
before COP26, the usual politics
among the most powerful nations
was in full display. While there
were no new significant commit-
ments on the climate front, there
was plenty of blame game between
the developed countries and de-
veloping large economies like
China and India. A viral video of
adinosaur addressing the UN gen-
eral assembly asks the rhetorical
question: ‘At least we had an as-
teroid? What excuse do you have?”
It ends by saying: “Don’t choose ex-
tinction by investing in the as-
teroid (read fossil fuels).” Billions
around the world are hoping that
our world leaders are listening!

The writer is a civil engineer,
academician and technologist
with a strong interest in the
sustainability of the built
environment. He is currently
working in Hong Kong.

culture, their community-ness and
so on. In a multicultural country,
people have to be sensitive to other’s
culture, religion and way of life.
The second aspect of nationalism is
the pride for the country. And that
is manifested in certain national
icons - cricket is one of them for
India. The Queen, the BBC and
Chatham House in UK are British
icons. No one offends them. Cricket
should not be seen as only a game;
it is our national pride.

Therefore, even if it is not legally
wrong, people should stop cheer-
ing for Pakistan as it is not just
cricket, there are a lot of emotions
associated with Pakistan. There is
another aspect of the dictum, “legal
isnot moral, nor democratic”. That
is, Parliament is passing laws on
the basis of the majority principle
in the House. But moralism and
democracy would require inclu-
sivity of minorities of any size or
kind, not just religious. If we are not
sensitive to the principle of inclu-
siveness, we might trample upon
human rights of an individual or a
group. Hence, cheering for Pakistan
cricket is not moral, nor inclusive,
it is being exclusive. I rest my case.

The writer is Professor,
International Politics,
JIMMC.

OINFA

Sir, The 2021 edition of the United Nations Annual Climate Change
Conference began in Glasgow after the end of a meeting of the G20 group-
ing. The leaders of the G20 nations reached a consensus about fight-
ing climate change. However, the uncompromising stance adopted by
several members of the G20 is clearly a signpost to the future. They
could not come to a compromise over several issues related to climate
change such as ending financing of coal-fired power plants, climate neu-
trality for domestic economies, domestic use of coal and so on. It is ironic
that the G20 countries that account for 75 per cent of the world’s emis-
sions disagree on climate related issues. The deadlock at the G20 as-

sumes special significance in the light of the ongoing COP26. The -

summit keeps alive many hopes related to climate change. British

Prime Minister Boris Johnson warned that the pledges signed on by ¢

the G20 were insufficient and said that they put the COP summit in
jeopardy. While the G20’s commitment to 1.5 degrees Celsius is a good
move, lack of specifics makes it uncertain. Prime Minister Narendra

Modi suggested at the G20 that developed nations should provide 1 per ,

cent of their GDP as finance for green projects in developing economies.

Venu GS, KOLLAM
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M 5 arrested for
killing youth

Balasore: Police arrested five
persons Wednesday in
connection with a murder at
Kuruda Chhak in Balasore.
Police also seized weapons,
cell phones and a bike used in
the crime. The deceased was
identified as Binod Bihari Das
(33). A case was registered
following a complaint at Sadar
police station. Police
investigated the matter and
arrested five people. The
accused were identified as
Ajay Nayak of Khannagar,
Sapan Das of Bankatira,
Indubala Sethi of Kuruda,
Jugal Kishore Bharti of
Shadevkhunta, and Saroj
Kumar Dey of Sahadevkhunta.
According to reports, Binod
was on way from
Jagannathpatana Sunday. He
was shot at from a close
range. As Binod collapsed, the
accused hacked him to death
and fled the scene.

.......................................

B Crocodile drags
youth into nullah

Bari: A youth, who was fishing
in Chingudia nullah, a branch
of the Kharasrota river under
Udayanathpur panchayat of
Bari block in Jajpur district,
went missing after he was
dragged away by a crocodile
Wednesday. The missing
youth was identified as
Nishikanta Mallick, 25, of
Kaharaganda village under the
Uadayanathpur panchayat.
Nishikanta accompanied by
his younger brother
Soubhagya was fishing by
spreading a fishing net in the
Chingudia nullah when he was
attacked by the reptile. He
screamed for help but by the
time his younger brother
Soubhagya could do anything,
the crocodile dragged him
deeper into the water. He ran
back home and informed the
villagers. The locals launched
a search operation but in vain.
A fire brigade reached the
spot and launched a search
operation. However, they were
yet to rescue him by the time
of filing of this report.

.......................................

m ACF seeks probe
on misuse of
forest land

Nuagaon: Following media
reports about construction of
a project under Ama Gaon
Ama Bikash on a patch of
forest land in Odagaon,
assistant conservator of
forests (ACF) Swatalin Sahu
has directed Odagaon ranger
to look into the matter.
According to reports, the
building of a community
centre has been set up on
forest land at Kepeti village in
2018-19 at a cost of 22 lakh.
The project site is part of the
kepati reserve forest. As per
rule, any project to be
implemented on forest land
needs permission of the forest
department. But Odagaon
ranger Amrit Kumar Sahu was
not aware of this fact. ACF
Swetalin Sahu has directed
the ranger to submit a report
on the issue.
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Locals demandlng a Vigilance probe and a speC|aI audit of the irregularities in various panchayats under Nilagiri block in Balasore district staging a sit-in

outside the block office, Wednesday

Exodus of workers
stares BJP In the face =

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Nov 3: Ahead of pan-
chayat and civic polls, the district
unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in Keonjhar is plagued by in-
ternecine squabbles. The fissures
have come to the fore as a senior
leader of the party, Dhanurjay
Sidhu, will leave the party along
with an army of supporters soon.
Sidhu is a frontline leader of
the BJP in Champua. Notably, the
chairperson of the Saharapada
block left the party a few days ago.
Talking to our correspondent,
Sidhu said he has taken a decision
and will announce his departure
from the party at a meeting in
Harichandanpur block November 5.
Sidhu has long been working
for the BJP in the district and gave
a tough fight to the BJD nominee
in the last election. He said despite
his hard work to strengthen the
party, the leaders of the party’s
district unit neglected him.
On the other hand, the party is
considering the names of three
new leaders in his place, he added.

] Dhanurjay Sidhu was
elected on a Congress
ticket from Champua in
2004, by defeating the
candidate of BJD-BJP
alliance. In 2017, he

i joined the BJP

He said he has been in touch
with his supporters, but did not
hint at the name the party he is
going to join with his supporters.

Political observers said the BJP
will suffer a setback after aleader

like Sidhu joins the BJD ahead of
the panchayat elections.

Notably, Sidhu was elected on a
Congress ticket from Champua in
2004, by defeating the candidate of
BJD-BJP alliance.

In 2017, he joined the BJP and
gave a tough fight to the BJD can-
didate in 2019 election.

Ansuman Sabuja Mohant, pres-
ident of the BJP’s district unit,
said the party has always given
him due importance. “The organ-
ization is not at fault. Sidhu is to
promote his business interest and
is in touch with the BJD. His exit
will no way affect the party’s
prospects in Keonjhar,” he asserted.

OP PHOTO

Gajapati: Logs from
pollce vehlcle selzed

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paralakhemundi: A team of of-
ficials from the forest department
seized teakwood logs from a po-
lice van during inspection of ve-
hicles early Wednesday morning at
a check gate near Ramasagar
Square in Paralakhemundi town
of Gajapati district. Forest offi-
cials have seized the van carrying
thelogs (registration number OD-
05 AK-5733) and detained four po-
licemen in this connection.

According to a senior official,
forest officials got information
from a reliable source and inter-
cepted the vehicle leading to the
seizure of teakwood logs.

The van Dbelongs to
Paralakhemundi Reserve Police,
the forest official expressed. On
searching the van, more than hun-
dred wooden planks and logs were
found. The detained policemen
said they were on their way to Puri
via Bhubaneswar. The van driver
was from OSAP 3rd Battalion, the
official stated.

e

Tourism tag overdue .

for Sefali in

POST NEWS NETWORK

Gunupur, Nov 3: Rayagada is en-
dowed with anumber of beautiful
natural spots. Some of these places
have been accorded tourist spot
tags while others have remained in-
accessible to tourists.

One such place is the Shiva
shrine at Sefali hill under Gunupur
block. The place, with tremendous
potential for sightseeing in a breath-
takingly natural setting, cries for
infrastructure development.

It was in 1993 that locals installed
a Shiv Linga atop the hill. In 2007,
a temple and side deities were in-
stalled. Construction materials
were collected from devotees as
donations. A step pathway with a
set of 443 steps has been made to
the temple.

On the occasion of Kartik
Somabar, Anlanavami and Shravan
Somabar and other auspicious
days, the place is thronged by a
large number of devotees.

Tourists and devotees standing
atop the hill enjoy the panoramic
view of Vamsadhara river flow-
ing at the foothill.

People from other areas have
started coming to the hill. The ad-
ministration took initiatives to de-
velop the spot. With efforts of the
former PD (DRDA) Amrit Ruturaj
and former Gunupur sub-collec-
tor, the shrine was sanctioned 768
lakh for road connectivity. The
Gunupur NAC floated a tender for
its development. Later, a private
agency based in Bhubaneswar con-
ducted a survey for aroad to the top
of the hill. The agency estimated

Rayagada

twas in 1993 that locals

I installed a Shiv Linga atop the
hill. In 2007, a temple was built
and side deities were installed.
Construction materials were
collected from devotees as
donations. A pathway with a
set of 443 steps has been laid
to the temple

ith efforts of former PD
(DRDA) Amrit Ruturaj and
former Gunupur sub-collector,
the shrine was sanctioned
Rs 68 lakh for road connectivity.
The Gunupur NAC floated a
tender for its development.
Later, a private agency based in
Bhubaneswar conducted a
I survey for a road to the top of
the hill

the cost of the road project at 5
crore. However, the plan was shelved
for lack of funds.

“The work of the road project has
been stalled since then. The agency
was invited again to reconstruct the
existing road to reduce the cost,”
said Umaprasad Das, executive of-
ficer of the Gunupur NAC.

Another problem at the shrine
is lack of water atop the hill. A
pucca road will definitely attract
more people to the spot. People shy
away from climbing over 400 steps
to go to the hill top, locals said.

They said the hilltop shrine has
alot of potential to boost tourism.
“The place needs infrastructure
development and drinking water
facility to make it a place like Tarini
Peetha,” said Nunu Padhi, president
of the temple Trust.

Pandemic oozes bitter taste for honey hunters

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Nov 3: There is no
dearth of people who take up odd
jobs to earn alivelihood. Some also
choose a nomadic lifestyle to sus-
tain their families while they are
on the go.

A group of people, originally
hailing from Hasanpur area of
Samastipur district in Bihar, is
camping at Gumura village in
Keonjhar district, whose tradi-
tional occupation is honey hunting.

While people cringe at the
thought of going near a beehive,
these people collect honey from
roadside trees and buildings rather
effortlessly. They earn their living
from this.

“Pure honey has various me-
dicinal properties. It is also used in
preparation of Ayurvedic medi-
cines. SoI buy honey from these tra-

ditional honey hunters,” said
Ayurvedic practitioner
Harekrushna Mohanta.

Dayanand Dhami, a honey col-
lector, said they have been coming
tothis djstrict for 10 years. They call
beehives as ‘Mahu Chhata’. When
asked how they locate the beehives,
he said bees have a tendency to
nest at the same tree or spot where
they first nested. “So we don’t have
difficulty in finding them. They
can also nest in trees in people’s gar-
dens and on buildings. To get rid
of them, people often contact us,”
said Dhami.

“Removing a beehive is not an
easy task. First, you need to iden-
tify the queen bee in the hive. Then,
she is to be caught and separated
from the very tactfully. After the re-
moval of the hive and collection of
honey, the captured queen is re-
leased at the same place or at a dif-
ferent location. Other bees follow
the queen and build a new hive,”
he clarified.

He said their collection increases
during summer and falls in rainy
and winter seasons. Though it is

State of the art haat at Ia]pur on the cards

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur/Jajpur Town, Nov 3: The
district administration has planned
amodern and environment friendly
haat at Bindhan village near Jajpur
Municipality area to help traders
and farmers of Jajpur town and its
adjoining areas trade their goods
and vegetables, a report said.
This was stated here by Mihir
Prasad Mohanty, additional dis-
trict magistrate, Jajpur and the
chairman, regulated market com-
mittee (RMC). He said this while pre-
siding a meeting Tuesday. Mohanty
said construction of the new haat
will be taken up soon and will be-
come operational within a year.
The move has been welcomed
by the residents. However, lack of
permanent haat at Jajpur Road
which is a major commercial hub
of the district and a gateway to
Kalinganagar Industrial Complex
with a population of 1.5 lakh has
sparked resentment among its res-

idents. The move was necessitated
to accommodate more traders and
farmers as the present haat has
fallen short of space.

Mohanty said the proposed
haat will come up on 2 acres 54
decimals in Bindhan village
which will have arrangements
for 250 farmers and traders to
discharge their business.

Rudra Prasad Mohanty, DRCS

cum market director, Salauddin
Khan, district civil supplies officer,
his deputy Prahallad Sethi, Bhaba
Prasad Das, former Jajpur
Municipality, chairperson and rep-
resentative of Jajpur MLA, Santosh
Kumar Sethi, DIPRO traders and
farmers and their representatives
were present at the meeting.
Reports said a haat which func-
tions near Balashram on a tem-

porary basis will be shifted to the
proposed haat. In the new haat,
platforms will be constructed for
traders and farmers to discharge
their business, market yards to
store their goods and separate
places will be earmarked for sale
of non-vegetarian food items.
Moreover, there will be separate
slots for parking of vehicles and
store rooms.

Special emphasis will be given
on maintenance of cleanliness
in the haat. The traders and farm-
ers visiting the haat will be pay-
ing monthly tax instead of paying
itdaily. Inthe meeting, the blue
print of the haat was presented
before the traders and farmers
inviting their suggestions.
Minimum changes will be made
in the design of the haat if any
suggestion comes from them,
Mohanty said.

He said the proposed haat will
benefit traders and will help in
keeping the environment clean.

Flrst we collect
some leaves.
After starting a
fire with them, a kind of
medicine prepared from
herbs and roots is added
to it which results in
emission of smoke that
drives bees away. During
this, we chant a mantra as
well. This practice is being
used for generations
DAYANAND DHAMI I A HONEY COLLECTOR

comparatively easy to collect honey
during nights, they hunt for it dur-
ing daytime as well.

Describing the trick they apply
to drive away bees from the hives,
he said, “First we collect some
leaves. After starting a fire, akind
of medicine prepared from herbs
and roots is added to it. Once it is
added, it starts emitting smoke
driving the bees away. During this

time, we chant a specific mantra.
This practice is being used for gen-
erations,” he observed.

Regarding the dangers involved,
he said, “There is every possibility
of falling from buildings and trees
while collecting honey. Many of
us have met with accidents. Besides,
we also have the experience of
being stung by bees,” he claimed.

According to him, apart from
Odisha, they also go to West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and
Chhattisgarh to collect honey.
Similarly, there are many people
from Darbhanga, Madhuban,
Begusarai, Bhagalpur and some
other areas in Bihar whose only
source of earning is honey hunt-
ing. They go to different states in
groups.

Dhami said their earning was
severely affected during the lock-
down period. “However, the sit-
uation is slowly changing for bet-
ter,” he added.
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Deshmukh case: Param Bir has ‘no more evidence’ 71 booked for provocative

The revelations came two days after the ED,
based on a CBI FIR arising out of Singh’s
allegations, questioned and later
arrested Deshmukh

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Nov 3: In a fresh twist,
Mumbai's former Commissioner of
Police Param Bir Singh has in-
formed a government-appointed
probe panel that he has no further
evidence to share in the corrup-
tion allegations he had levelled
against former state Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh.

He had made this submission, in
an affidavit, to Justice K.U.
Chandiwal Commission at its pre-
vious hearing October 13, official
sources said here.

The revelations came two days
after the Enforcement Directorate

(ED) - based on a CBI FIR arising
out of Singh's allegations - ques-
tioned and later arrested
Deshmukh, who is now in the
agency's custody till November 6.
The commission sources reveal
that, barring his original March let-
ter to the Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, Singh has apparently de-
clined to share any more evidence
pertaining to the allegations he
had levelled against the then Home
Minister Deshmukh, who quit in
April. Deshmukh's lawyer Aniket
Nikam said that "it’s now clear
that Singh had no proof against the
ex-minister and simply hurled the
allegations for the sake of it".

BJP’s win in NE bypolls
may impact Congress
prospects in Manipur

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Nov 3: Congress
prospects may get impacted in the
2022 Manipur Assembly poll as the
BJP and its allies swept the North
East bypolls, results of which were
announced Tuesday.

Though the Congress emerged
as the single largest party last time,
the BJP with support of regional
allies formed the government. The

7~ grand old party has been witness-

ing defection of lawmakers from it
in the state since then.

State Congress in-charge Bhakt
Charan Das did not respond to
calls asking for a response to the
party's performance in the NE by-
polls. Attacking the BJP govern-
ment, Jairam Ramesh, senior ob-
server of the party for Manipur,
tweeted: "The Bengaluru-based in-
dependent think tank, Public Affairs
Centre has ranked states in terms
of governance. Among large states,
Uttar Pradesh is LAST and in small
states, Manipur is LAST. This is the
result of having BJP at the Centre

¥and State: 0+00."

/

Six Congress MLASs in Manipur
had quit the party in August when
the Congress brought a no-confi-
dence motion complaining about
the functlonmg of former Chlef

The ‘Nawab’

Minister Okram Ibobi Singh.
However, eight MLAs abstained
from voting during the trust vote.

The ruling coalition had 29
MLASs, including the Speaker, while
the Congress numbers reduced
due to defection.

Besides Assam, the BJP heads the
governments in Tripura, Manipur
and Arunachal Pradesh.

After the declaration of the by-
poll results on Tuesday, Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma credited the election success
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

"Due to the Prime Minister's all-
out mission for the multifaceted de-
velopment of northeastern states,
people are giving their whole-
hearted support to the NDA allies.
With our success in all the states,
BJP and NDA's responsibility fur-
ther increased" observed Sarma,
who is also the convener of the
BJP-led anti-Congress alliance of
regional parties -- North East
Democratic Alliance (NEDA).

The BJP and its allies swept all
the nine Assembly seats in the
northeastern states of Assam,
Meghalaya and Mizoram, which
went to the polls October 30.

The Congress, which had gov-
erned these states for many decades,
scored a zero.

The Nationalist Congress Party's
senior leader Deshmukh, 72, has
consistently rubbished all allega-
tions and questioned "where is the
complainant Singh who hurled the
false charges against him and then
disappeared, and may have sneaked
out of India as per some
media reports”.

NCP leader and MLLA Shashikant

Shinde said that this is an indi-
rect admission by Singh that
Deshmukh was a victim of the IPS
officer's false charges after which
the accuser (Singh) has gone
missing.

"Moreover, Singh had merely
written a letter he had not given any
proof/evidence. It's an indirect ad-
mission that Deshmukh is inno-

cent," Shinde told media persons.

On his part, Singh has ignored
several summons by the probe
Commission, coughed out fines
three times and skipped a bailable
warrant.

Besides, Singh faces two non-
bailable arrest warrants issued by
aMumbai and Pune court as he is
named in some extortion cases
lodged against him by the police.

After Singh's letter to the CM, the
CBI and ED raided Deshmukh's
Mumbai and Nagpur homes several
times in the past few months, and
after he appeared before the ED, he
was arrested on November 1 and
is presently in its custody till
Saturday.

The ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi
has slammed Deshmukh's arrest
and termed it as the Bharatiya
Janata Party's strategy to misuse
the central agencies against op-
position-ruled governments and
destabilise them.
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There was no incident of burning of any mosque in
Panisagar. Fake news was uploaded on social media
October 26 by a group from outside to disrupt the
process of development for all sections of people in the state
BHANUPADA CHAKRABORTY | NORTH TRIPURA SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE

A man wears an oxygen mask connected with a saplmg in a bottle, during a protest over rlsmg pollution in the
environment, in Nagaon district of Assam, Wednesday.

2 days after BJP MLA joins TMC, Tripura
changes rule on legislators’ allowances

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Agartala, Nov 3: Two days after
a ruling BJP MLA of Tripura
joined the Trinamool Congress,
the Biplab Kumar Deb govern-
ment decided to change the rule that
allowed lawmakers to enjoy certain
facilities including allowances for
therest of theirlives even if they
remain so for just one day.

Asper the proposed new rule, leg-
islators will need to complete one
full term to be entitled to such
benefits, Information and Culture
Minister Sushanta Chowdhury
said Wednesday:

The "positive" decision was made
by the council of ministers Tuesday;

who dares to

snoop on NCB super-sleuth!

Maharahstra Minister
Nawab Malik presents an
unlikely picture as he
takes on the shaken might
of the NCB Zonal Director
Sameer Wankhede

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Utraula/Mumbai, Nov 3: As far
as snoops go, Maharahstra Minister
Nawab Malik presents an unlikely
picture as he takes on the shaken
might of the Narcotics Control
Bureau Zonal Director Sameer
Wankhede.

Compared with cocky original
007, the bespectacled, bearded Malik
presents arather homely, fatherly
figure, mostly in comfy kurtas who
has taken upon himself to right
the alleged wrongs of the Super
Sleuth Wankhede.

Asthe stunned NCB and the na-
tional polity gaped, the Malik-
Wankhede war - which started
after the agency’s swoop on a lux-
ury cruise ship in which one of

} those caught was Bollywood megas-

tar Shah Rukh Khan’s son, Aryan
Khan -became the top TRP catcher.

The besieged and worried
Wankhede is fighting it out in dif-
ferent forums and pulling all pos-
sible strings to keep the muck
raked by Malik from sticking to
him, with the latter vowing in pub-
lic that it will all end with the of-
ficer (Wankhede) getting the sack
and going to jail.

Last month (October 2021), in
an unprecedented step, Malik
launched an expose campaign
against Wankhede and his activi-
ties, raising a big question mark on
the officer's credentials and the
NCB's credibility.

His latest serial exposure has
not only rattled Wankhede, but
raised uncomfortable questions
on how the NCB, other central
agencies like ED, ITD, CBI, NIA, etc,
are being deployed to harass
Opposition-parties ruled states by
the BJP at the Centre.

“T'have first-hand knowledge of

how injustice is being meted out by
these agencies to innocents. I de-
cided somehow, someone has to
do the cleaning up... I have no per-
sonal motives... Only Truth I am put-
ting out before people,” Malik
smiled with confidence.

On his prime target, Malik con-
tends that the charge of extortion
already established, soon the fake
caste certificate matter will also
be officially proved, and the “cru-
sade for truth will continue till
Wankhede is dismissed and dumped
in jail”.

Hisregular media briefings are
reminiscent of the Vikram-Betaal
tales when he hurls agonising ques-
tions at the dazed Wankhede, who
scurries from pillar-to-post for dear
help. Born in 1959 in the small
Dhuswa village of Utraula Tehsil,
Balrampur district in eastern Uttar
Pradesh, close to India-Nepal bor-
der; despite his name suggesting 'no-
bility', Malik was an ordinary vil-
lage lad till the family migrated
to Mumbai for better prospects in
1970. Dhuswa folks say that his fa-
ther Mohammed Islam Malik ini-
tially started a small business in
'chindi' (rags) in Dongri, south
Mumbeai, and later shifted to north-
east suburban Kurla.

he said. Ashish Das, BJP MLA of
Surma(SC) constituency in Dhalai
district, joined the TMC on Sunday
atarally of party general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee in Agartala.
He did not resign as a legislator.

The previous Left Front ad-
ministration had enacted a rule
that all facilities and financial
benefits would be given to a leg-
islator who served at least four
years in office. After coming to
power in 2018, the BJP-IPFT gov-
ernment hiked allowances of leg-
islators and also said each and
every legislator could enjoy their
pension and other financial ben-
efits even if they remain an MLA
for a single day.

PTIPHOTO

“We believe in the accounta-
bility and integrity of the legis-
lators. They would be more ac-
countable after this decision,”
Chowdhury told reporters.

Though Das formally joined
the TMC October 31, he had
slammed Chief Minister Biplab
Deb over his style of functioning
and criticised the activities of the
BJP during his visit to Kolkata
October 5. He had also praised
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and shaved his
head at the famous Kalighat tem-
ple, located close to the residence
of the TMC supremo, as an act
of atonement for being associ-
ated with "a communal party".

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Agartala, Nov 3: The Tripura po-
lice Wednesday said it has regis-
tered five cases against 71 people
for alleged provocative and fake
posts on social media aiming at
disturbing peace and communal
harmony in the state.

Strict action will be taken against
those who are “spreading rumours
of communal violence and trying
to create hatred in the society,” it
said. Taking to Twitter; the state po-
lice said, “Five criminal cases have
been registered against 71 persons
who posted provocative posts on
social media. Strict action shall be
taken against those persons who are
trying to create hatred in the
society.”

COMMUNAL TENSION

A mosque was allegedly
vandalised and two shops were
set ablaze at Chamtilla during
the October 26 Vishva Hindu
Parishad rally which was
organised to protest against the
recent communal violence in
neighbouring Bangladesh

The state government had
October 29 alleged that a group
with vested interest from outside
had hatched a conspiracy against
the administration to create
unrest in Tripura and malign its
image by uploading fake
photographs of a burning
mosque on social media

The five cases were filed for al-
legedly spreading rumours on so-
cial media platforms on the issue
of recent communal violence in-
cidents in Tripura, a senior officer
said. “Preliminary investigations
revealed that fake pictures and
videos were uploaded on social
media to tarnish image of the gov-
ernment and the state police,” he
said. The police appealed to people
“not to like or retweet provoca-
tive posts since it amounts to ru-
mour-mongering.”

Fake news is being circulated
that amosque in Kakraban area of
Gomati district has been damaged
and vandalised, it said on the mi-

croblogging site.

“This is a complete misrepre-
sentation of facts. The mosque in
Dargabazar area of Kakraban is
completely fine & Gomati police is
working to maintain peace and
tranquillity;” it said.

Replying to a tweet, the cyber-
crime department of the police
said, “These are fake videos being
circulated under criminal con-
spiracy to disturb the peace and
communal harmony in the state
and defame the state government
and police. Police has registered
criminal cases and suitable action
against the fake rumours is being
taken expeditiously.”

The state government had
October 29 alleged that a group
with vested interest from outside
had hatched a conspiracy against

P

the administration to create un- -~

rest in Tripura and malign its
image by uploading fake photo-
graphs of a burning mosque on
social media. An investigation by
the state police revealed that “no
mosque was burnt in Panisagar
sub-division in North Tripura dis-
trict,” Information and Culture
minister Sushanta
Chowdhury said.

A mosque was allegedly van-
dalised and two shops were set
ablaze at Chamtilla during the
October 26 Vishva Hindu Parishad
rally which was organised to protest
against the recent communal vi-

olence in neighbouring Bangladesh. -

Three houses and a few shops,
reportedly owned by members of
the minority community, were also
ransacked in nearby Rowa Bazar,
North Tripura Superintendent of
Police Bhanupada Chakraborty
had said. “There was no incident
of burning of any mosque in
Panisagar. Fake news was uploaded
on social media October 26 by a
group from outside to disrupt the
process of development for all sec-
tions of people in the state,”
Chowdhury had said in a video
message.

It was a conspiracy to malign the
image of the government, and ap-
pealed to the people to maintain
peace, he added.

Nature lovers turn barren hill into forest

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Latur, Nov 3: In a novel initiative,
agroup of nature enthusiasts has
planted over 30,000 trees on a bar-
ren hilly area in Maharashtra's
drought-prone Latur district over
thelast four years and transformed
it into a Iush green forest.

The area's tehsildar (revenue of-
ficer), Dr Shivanand Bidwe, lauded
the effort and said the local ad-
ministration will extend its support
to the drive.

The hill, coming under the for-
est department's jurisdiction, is
located near Ramwadi village,
about 45 km from Latur district
headquarters.

Since 2018, nature lovers, under
the banner of 'Sahyadri Devrai,
an NGO run by noted actor Sayaji
Shinde, planted trees on about 25
hectare land of the barren hilly
area in Balaghat range of Chakur
tehshil in the district.

“Environmentalists were in-
spired to take up the cause after
Shinde visited Latur in 2018 to see
a400-year-old huge banyan tree at
Zari (Khurd) village of Chakur
tehsil and conducted a workshop
under that tree,” the NGO's Latur
district coordinator, Suparn Jagtap,
told PTI. The organisation roped in
people from various fields, in-
cluding students, teachers, doc-
tors and farmers. They would visit
the place every week, indulge in ac-

GREEN WARRIORS

| Since 2018, nature lovers, under the
banner of 'Sahyadri Devrai', an NGO run
by noted actor Sayaji Shinde, planted

{ trees onabout 25 hectare land of the
barren hilly area

® The organisation roped in people
from various fields, including students,
teachers, doctors and farmers. They
would visit the place every week,
indulge in activities like physical
exercises and hold discussions on
relevant social topics while

planting the trees

® They planted more than 35,000 trees
. of around 60 varieties, including
" banyan, neem and pipal, on the hilly
~areaand around 30,000 of these

i trees have survived

tivities like physical exercises and
hold discussions on relevant so-
cial topics while planting the trees.

They planted more than 35,000
trees of around 60 varieties, in-
cluding banyan, neem and pipal, on
the hilly area and around 30,000
of these trees have survived, Jagtap
said. To ensure water supply for the
survival of these trees, the volun-
teers adopted the 'pani adwa, pani
jirwa' system by digging several
trenches on the hill slope from top
to bottom, he said.

“Our mission is to plant up to one
lakh trees and later develop the
area as a study centre and a tourist
destination for all,” Jagtap said.

“Actor Sayaji Shinde launched
this movement with an aim to mo-
tivate people to protect the envi-
ronment. People should come for-
ward to protect the environment
and create awareness about it in so-
ciety,” the organisation's volun-
teer, Bhim Dungave, said.

Local environmentalist and team
member Shivshankar Chapule said
cutting down of trees in several
areas has led to a decline in the
population of various bird species.

Earlier, birds used to eat the
harmful insects who destroy crops.
But, now with the bird population
dwindling, farmers spray pesti-
cides and chemicals to save their

crops, but this in-turn affects human
beings and their life span, he said.
“Therefore, we decided to turn
this hill into a forest and create
awareness about nature conser-
vation in society,” he added.
Chakur tehsildar Bidwe appre-
ciated the organisation's tree plan-

P
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tation campaign on 25 hectare of the
X

hill area.
“Instead of planting foreign

species, they planted indigenous ¢

trees, helping in the conservation
of nature. We will also co-operate
in their drive,” he said.

Bidwe also conveyed district c01-4

lector Prithviraj BP's appreciation
for the tree plantation drive.
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Deepawali, | extend /-
my warm greetings
and best wishes to all
our fellow citizens
living in India and abroad

RAM NATH KOVIND | PRESIDENT

Construction of
‘ agrand Ram
Temple in
Ayodhya is a matter

of pride for the

country

YOGI ADITYANATH | UTTAR
PRADESH CHIEF MINISTER

A study by the
‘ Centre for

Public Affairs
(CPA) has selected
Kerala as one of the
best governed states
in the country

PINARAYI VIJAYAN | KERALA CHIEF MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

B Bengal: Several
trains cancelled

Kolkata: Several trains were
cancelled as protestors
blocked the tracks at
Jalalkhali Halt station in Nadia
district for around 33 hours,
demanding stoppage of all
trains passing through it, an
Eastern Railway official said
Wednesday. The blockade,
which started Tuesday
morning, continued till

} Wednesday afternoon,

’ disrupting train services in the
Ranaghat-Lalgola section of
the Sealdah division.

.......................................

M Abhinandanis
group capt now

New Delhi: Abhinandan
Varthaman, who was awarded
Vir Chakra for shooting down a
Pakistani F-16 during an aerial
dogfight over the Line of
Control (LoC) February 27,
2019, picked up the rank of
group captain on Wednesday
morning, people familiar with
} the development said. A group
captain is equivalent to a
colonel in the army. The
dogfight in which Abhinandan
was involved took place a day
after the Indian Air Force’s
Mirage-2000s struck targets in
Pakistan’s Balakot.

......................................

B JMB terrorist
held in Bengal

Kolkata: National Investigation
Agency (NIA) sleuths have
arrested a man in West
Bengal's South 24 Parganas
district believed to be working
as a recruiter for the Jamaat-
ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB) terror outfit, authorities
said Wednesday. The person,
identified as Bangladesh
resident Abdul Mannan, was
arrested from Subhasgram area,
some 30 km away from Kolkata.

......................................

M Judge held for
sodomising boy

Jaipur: Rajasthan Police
Wednesday arrested a judge
Jitendra Singh Gulia for
allegedly sodomising a 14-
year-old boy in Bharatpur. As
per the police officials, the
accused judge was questioned
for two days in Jaipur before
his arrest. The judge has been
booked under the Indian Penal
Code's Section 377 (unnatural
offences) and Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
Act, said Bharatpur police
superintendent Devendra
Kumar Bishnoi.

......................................

Il 181 prisoners get
parole in Gujarat

Gandhinagar: In view of the
Diwali festivities, Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel Wednesday announced
to free women prisoners and
male prisoners above the age
of 60 years on 15-day parole.
The decision was taken in
view of Diwali festival, with an
intention that such prisoners
} get opportunity to spend time

with their family members
during festival.

NARENDRA MODI |
PRIME MINISTER

The vaccination drive
against Covid-19
needs a ‘Har Ghar
Dastak’ approach to
achieve its target

K'TAKA HC SETS LIMIT
ON USE OF SC/ST ACT

The Karnataka High Court has
held that the Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act can't be
invoked only because the victim
hails from that community
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Living together won’t confer any matrimonial right: HC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Nov 3: Long cohabitation
or living together will not confer
upon the parties any legal right
toraise a matrimonial dispute be-
fore a Family Court, unless their
marriage has been solemnized in
amanner known to law; the Madras
High Court has ruled.

A division bench of Justices S
Vaidyanathan and R Vijayakumar
gave the ruling, while dismissing
an appeal from R Kalaiselvi of

Coimbatore, on Tuesday.
Originally, Kalaiselvi had moved
a Family Court in Coimbatore seek-
ing restitution of conjugal rights
under Section 32 of the Divorce
Act 1869. And the Family Court
rejected the plea on February 14,
2019. Hence, the present appeal.
She claimed that she was living
with Joseph Baby from 2013. But,
he deserted her later.
Dismissing the appeal, the
judges said that they have no hes-
itation in concurring with the find-

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
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A division bench of
Justices S Vaidyanathan
and R Vijayakumar
gave the ruling, while
dismissing an appeal
from R Kalaiselvi of
Coimbatore

ings of the Family Court judge.
"When the marriage has not been
solemnized under any one of the

‘Delay in sending bail orders serious flaw’

SUPREME COURT JUDGE JUSTICE DY CHANDRACHUD MADE THE COMMENT AFTER SHAH RUKH KHAN’S SON ARYAN KHAN
SPENT AN EXTRA DAY IN JAIL DESPITE SECURING BAIL FROM THE BOMBAY HIGH COURT IN THE DRUGS-ON-CRUISE CASE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 3: Supreme Court
judge Justice D Y Chandrachud
has termed the delay in commu-
nicating bail orders to prison au-
thorities as a “very serious defi-
ciency” and stressed the need to
address it on “war footing” as it
touches the “human liberty” of
every under-trial prisoner.
Justice Chandrachud was speak-
ing at an online event organised by
the Allahabad High Court to in-
augurate virtual courts and ‘e-
Sewa kendras' to facilitate online
legal assistance to litigants. "A
very serious deficiency in the crim-
inal justice system is the delay in
the communication of bail orders,
which we need to address on war
footing. Because this touches upon
human liberty of every under-trial,
or even a convict who has got sus-
pension of sentence...,” he said.

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE
] EEd i
Recently, Aryan Khan, son of
Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh
Khan, spend an extra day in the
Arthur Road jail in Mumbai, despite
securing bail from the Bombay
High Court in the drugs-on-cruise
case.
Prior to this,a CJIN V Ramana-
led bench had expressed strong

Pak denies airspace for
Srinagar-Sharjah flight

AGENCIES

Srinagar, Nov 3: Pakistan has de-
nied use of itsairspace toa Srinagar-
Sharjah direct flight - operated by low-
cost airline Go First - that was
inaugurated by Home Minister Amit
Shah during his visit to J&K
last month.

The Civil Aviation, External Affairs
and Home Affairs ministries had
been informed of this development,
government sources told news agency
ANI Wednesday:

The denial has raised questions
over the viability of theflight, raising
fears it may meet the same fate as
the 2009 Srinagar-Dubai service shelved
due to low demand after Pak closed
its airspace.

The first Srinagar-Sharjah flight
took off October 23. According to
flight tracking service Radar24, serv-
icesup to October 30 crossed Pak air-
space but on November 2 the planeflew
over Rajasthan and Gujarat, before
turning west over the Arabian Sea.
Go First has said it plans to continue
offering the service (on alternate
days) for now. Former J&K Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mutfti has hit out
at the government for clearing the
flight without laying the necessary
groundwork; the PDP chief called

Re-routing of flights
from Srinagar to the
United Arab Emirates

(to ensure it doesn’t
cross Pakistani airspace)
adds over an hour of
flying time, raising fuel
and ticket costs

Mr Shah's flagging off a "PR stunt".
"Puzzling the Government of India did-
n'teven bother securing permission
from Pakistan to use its airspace for
international flights from Srinagar.
PR extravaganza without ground-
work," she tweeted.

Another ex-Chief Minister; National
Conference leader Omar Abdullah,
tweeted "very unfortunate”. "Very
unfortunate. Pakistan did the same
thing with the Air India Express flight
from Srinagar to Dubai in 2009-2010.
Thad hoped Go First being permitted
to overfly Pak airspace was indicative
of athaw inrelations but alas that was-
n'ttobe," Mr Abdullah tweeted.

Last month, as Amit Shah flagged
off the first Srinagar-Sharjah flight,
Mr Abdullah had tweeted a word of
caution, saying he hoped "Pakistan had
achange of heart..."

"Regarding the Srinagar-Sharjah
flight announced today - has Pakistan
had a change of heart and allowed
flights originating from Srinagar to
use itsairspace? If not then thisflight
will die the way the Srinagar-Dubai
flight died during UPA2,"
he tweeted.

A very serious
deficiency
in the criminal
justice system
is the delay
in the communication
¢ of bail orders,
g which we need
to address
on war footing

JUSTICE DY CHANDRACHUD|
SUPREME COURT JUDGE

displeasure over reports of delay
in implementation of bail orders
and had said it would set up a “se
cure, credible and authentic chan-
nel” for transmission of orders.
Even in the digital age, “we are
still looking at the skies for the pi-
geons to communicate orders”, the
bench had said

The Supreme Court had then
ordered the implementation of a
project -- Fast and Secure
Transmission of Electronic Records
(FASTER) - for faster communi-
cation and compliance of its or-
ders and had asked all states and
union territories to ensure inter-
net facility, with adequate speed, in
every jail. Speaking at the event,
Justice Chandrachud referred to
one of the initiatives of the Orissa
High Court which provides for the
grant of “e-custody certificate” to
every under-trial prisoner and con-
vict who is undergoing sentence of
imprisonment.

“That certificate will give us all
the requisite data with regard to that
particular under-trial or convict,
right from initial remand to the
subsequent progress of each case.
This will also help us in ensuring
that bail orders are communicated
as soon as they are made, from the

place they are communicated, to the
jails for immediate implementa-
tion," he said.

Justice Chandrachud also re-
ferred to the importance of vir-
tual courts and said that they have
been set up in 12 states for adjudi-
cating traffic challans. “Across
the country 99.43 lakh cases have
been completed. Fines have been
collected for 18.35 lakh cases. Total
fine collected is over 119 crores of
rupees. About 98,000 violators chose
to contest the case", the judge said.

"Now you can imagine that for
a common citizen who has a traf-
fic challan, to spend a day away
from daily wages and to go to court
to pay for the traffic challan is not
productive...,” he said.

Justice Chandrachud said that
2.,95 crore criminal cases are pend-
ing in district courts in the coun-
try and over 77 per cent cases are
more than one year old.

An artist gives finishing touches to an idol of Goddess Kali on the eve of Kali Puja in New Delhi

GODLY TOUCH
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DRDO, IAF jointly test smart anti-airfield weapon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 3: The Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and the
Indian Air Force have jointly con-
ducted two flight tests of an in-
digenously developed smart anti-
airfield weapon in Rajasthan's
Jaisalmer, the defence ministry
said Wednesday.

Two different configurations (of
the weapon) based on satellite nav-
igation and electro-optical sensors

have been successfully tested, it
said in a statement. Electro-optical
seeker-based flight test of this class
of bomb has been conducted for the
first time in the country, the state-
ment mentioned. The electro-optic
sensor has been developed in-
digenously.

"The weapon was launched by an
Indian Air Force aircraft from
Chandan ranges at Jaisalmer,
Rajasthan October 28 and
November 3," the ministry men-
tioned. In both the tests, the in-

tended target was hit with high
accuracy, it said.

The electro-optical configura-
tion of the system is equipped with
Imaging Infra-Red Seeker tech-
nology enhancing the precision
strike capability of the weapon,
the statement mentioned.

"The system (weapon) is de-
signed for a maximum range of
100 kilometres. The newly adapted
launcher ensured smooth release
and ejection of the weapon,"
it said.

51% less farm fires this year in northwest India: CAQM

AN ENVIRONMENTAL COMPENSATION OF AROUND 358 LAKH HAS BEEN IMPOSED FOR CROP
RESIDUE BURNING, THE CENTRE’S COMMISSION FOR AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT SAID

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 3: The Commission
for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) Wednesday said that there
isa51.35 per cent reduction in farm
fire counts in northwest India this
year compared to the correspon-
ding period last year.

"Total active paddy residue burn-
ing events in Punjab, Haryana, NCR
districts of Uttar Pradesh & Rajasthan
and NCT of Delhi itself have come
down from 43,918 in 2020 t0 21,364 in
2021 during the period from
September 15to November 2, thus reg-
istering an overall reduction in the
fire counts by 22,554, which is 51.35%
less," CAQM said in a release here.

The major hotspots of paddy residue
burning in Punjab are Tarn Taran,
Amritsar, Firozpur, Patiala,
Ludhiana, and Kapurthala. Similarly]
the major hotspots in Haryana are
Kaithal, Karnal, Kurukshetra,
Fatehabad, Ambala, and Jind.
During thelast one week i.e. from
October 27 up till November 2, as
against 23,628 cases in 2020, the cor-
responding period in 2021 has wit-
nessed only 12,853 active cases, thus
exhibiting a reduction of 10,775
cases (about 45.6 per cent), it said.
Further, enforcement agencies have
sofar inspected 8,575 of the total re-
ported sites in Punjab, Haryana
and NCR districts of Uttar Pradesh
and Environmental Compensation

(EC) of about ¥58,05,000 has been im-
posed so far.

CAQM officials said they have
been intensively pursuing with of-
ficials of Haryana, Punjab, and
Uttar Pradesh governments for
strict implementation of Framework
and Action Plan.

The Commission had, to curb and
abate air pollution from stubble
burning, prepared a detailed frame-
work and pursuant to that action
plans were finalised by government
of Punjab, NCR state governments,
and Delhi. During the current paddy
harvesting season, CAQM has been
actively monitoring paddy residue
burning events from September 15
onwards in the region.

enactments, even assuming that
there was long and continuous co-
habitation or the parties were liv-
ing together will not give rise to a
cause of action for filing an appli-
cation for restitution of conjugal
rights." "Long cohabitation or liv-
ing together will not confer upon the
parties any legal right to raise a
matrimonial dispute before the
Family Court, unless their mar-
riage has been solemnized in aman-
ner known to law;" the bench said
and upheld the lower court order.

Centre asks HP,
AP, J&K to review
rise in Covid cases

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 3: The Union
Health Ministry Wednesday asked
Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir to un-
dertake a review of rising Covid-
19 cases and weekly positivity rates,
and enhance testing.

In letters to the Himachal
Pradesh health secretary, Andhra
Pradesh principal secretary of
health and the Jammu and Kashmir
additional chief secretary of health,
Additional Secretary, Union Health
Ministry; Arti Ahuja highlighted the
increase in weekly new Covid cases
since last week (October 26-
November 1) and early signs of
rise in positivity rates since the
past four weeks till October 31.

Ms Ahuja also stressed on strict
enforcement of Covid-appropriate
behaviour, especially during fes-
tivities.

P

Previously October 30, Ms Ahuja -

had written to West Bengal and
Assam, expressing concerns over
the increase in the number of
Covid-19 cases in the states.
Inher letter to Himachal Pradesh,
Ahuja pointed that there has been
a nearly 22 per cent increase in
weekly new cases since last week
- 1,468 infections in the week of
October 26-November 1, as against
1,201 in the week of October 19-25
- and that there are early signs of
increase in positivity since the
past four weeks - 2.7 per cent in
the week of October 4-10t0 3.3 per
cent in the week of October 25-31.

Asfar as super spreader events -

and places are concerned, there
should be strict surveillance and
monitoring as per SOPs of the
ministry and testing as per ICMR
guidelines, besides,ensuring COVID-
19-appropriate behaviour, the let-
ter added.

Army Chief visits
forward areas of
Jammu region

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Nov 3: Army Chief
General M M Naravane carried
out an aerial reconnaissance of
forward areas Wednesday and was
briefed about the prevailing secu-
rity situation along the Line of
Control (LOC) in the Jammu region,
officials said.

This is his second visit to Jammu
division in the past over two weeks
amid an ongoing operation against
terrorists in a forest belt in twin dis-
tricts of Poonch and Rajouri, which
is the longest in the recent past
that has entered 24th day
Wednesday.

Gen Naravane arrived in Jammu
on a two-day visit to review the se-
curity situation and operational
preparedness, and immediately
flew to Rajouri district, the offi-
cials said.

"General MM Naravane #COAS
(Chief of Army Staff) is on a visit
to Jammu region wherein he will
be given an update on security sit-
uation & operational prepared-
ness. #COAS will visit forward
areas & interact with troops and
commanders on ground," the
Additional Directorate General of
Public Information (ADGPI) of the
Indian Army tweeted. The ADGPI
said the chief of Army staff car-
ried out an aerial reconnaissance
of forward areas in the Jammu
region and was also briefed by the

P

~

commanders on ground on the pre- -

vailing security situation along
the LoC.

Earlier, the Army chief con-
ducted a two-day tour of the Jammu
region October 18 and 19, and re-

E

P

viewed the ground situation and the—

ongoing counter-infiltration
operations.
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Cops weep upon rescuing lost Aussie girl

L

of the t
day /UOTE
| think we are
going to have
increase in ambition
we've ever had, we
first 36 hours, and
the real issue is going to be follow-
JOHN KERRY | US SPECIAL ENVOY FOR CLIMATE
b interest as / 5
muchasitisin .
community's
interest, because if
their intentions to continue with
their nuclear programme for civil
guarantees of what is going on there
RAFAEL MARIANO GROSSI | IAEA CHIEF
The Tigray ﬁ-‘“
conflict has i
F (o
by extreme brutality. oo}
The gravity and b
violations and abuses
we have documented underscore the
accountable on all sides
MICHELLE BACHELET |
B PoK: 22 killed as
Islamabad: At least 22 people
were killed and eight others
carrying them fell into a
ravine in Pakistan-occupied
The accident occurred in the
Sudhnoti district of the region
going to Rawalpindi in Punjab
province from the Baloch area
apparently developed some
technical fault and fell more
road, killing 22 people,
including women and children,

‘ the greatest

probably do in these ﬂ

up, working with them
Thisis in Iran’s

the international Ve

they take seriously ' ‘

purposes, they have to give the

‘ been marked

seriousness of the ‘ w,

need to hold perpetrators

UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
bus falls off cliff
injured Wednesday after a bus
Kashmir (PoK), police said.
when a passenger bus was
of the district. The bus
than 500 meters down the
they said.

.......................................

22 dead in Nigeria
building collapse

Lagos: Rescuers in Nigeria
Wednesday raced to find
survivors, two days after a
high-rise building under
construction collapsed and
trapped scores of people in
the commercial capital Lagos,
as the death toll rose to 22, an
emergency official said.
Anxious family members and
large crowds gathered near
the site of the incident hoping
to hear news on the fate of
those still trapped under
chunks of masonry and
mangled steel where the
building once stood.

.......................................

Volcanic ash forces
islanders indoors

Madrid: Authorities on the
Spanish island of La Palma are
telling people who live near an
erupting volcano to stay
indoors because of a heavy
fall of ash that has forced the
cancellation of flights and
school classes. The Cumbre
Vieja volcano on La Palma,
which is part of Spain’s
Canary Islands off northwest
Africa, has been spewing lava,
ash and gases for more than
six weeks. The eruption has
alternately surged and ebbed
since September 19. Local air
quality is “extremely
unfavourable” because of high
levels of small particles in the
air, emergency services
belonging to the Canary
Islands government said in a
statement late Tuesday.

.......................................

11 bullet-ridden
bodies recovered

Mexico City: Police found the
bullet-ridden bodies of 11 men
in the western state of
Michoacan, where several
drug cartels have been waging
bloody turf battles. State
prosecutors said late Monday
the bodies were found near
the town of Tarecuato, in the
northern part of Michoacan
near the border with the state
of Jalisco. Prosecutors said
the murders appear to have
occurred late Monday.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Canberra, Nov 3: Police smashed
their way into a suburban house
Wednesday and rescued a 4-year-
old girl whose disappearance from
her family’s camping tent on
Australia’s remote west coast more
than two weeks ago both horrified
and captivated the nation.

mother said on social media.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison
reacted from the United Arab
Emirates on his way home from
Scotland, thanking police for
finding Cleo and supporting her
family. “It’s every parent’s
worst nightmare. The fact that
that nightmare has come to an end
and our worst fears were not re-

‘ We think between

now and the end of
2022, this is the point where
we get control over this virus
... where we can significantly
reduce severe disease and
death

_ : MARIA VAN KERKHOVE | HEAD OF EMERGING
) A\ 8 DISEASES AND ZOONOSIS, WHO
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DIWALI RESOLUTION

Indian-American Congressman
Raja Krishnamoorthi has
introduced a resolution in the
US Congress recognising the
religious and historical
significance of Diwali, the
festival of lights

-

with her sleeping bag
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of the tent compartment where

Palestine for India’s
role in Middle East

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

[~ on the second day of ~ Cleo and her sister were sleeping ~ Ramallah (West Bank), Nov 3:
* afamilycampingtrip  was too high for the girl to have  Acknowledging India’s growing
)/ at Blowholes  reached. weight in international politics,

Campground, 75
7 kilometers north of

J Carnarvon, Oct 16.
y A massive land and sea
search was initially
mounted in the sparsely

“We were ... Looking for a nee-
dle in a haystack and we found it,”
Western Australia Police Deputy
Commissioner Col Blanch told
Perth Radio 6PR.

“When she said, ‘My name is

Palestinian PM Dr Mohammad
Shtayyeh has sought for New Delhi’s
well-established and distinguished
role in the Middle East during his
meeting with PM Narendra Modi
where the two leaders also dis-

Officials wept with relief after  alized is just a huge relief, a mo- populatedregiononthe  Cleo,’Idon’tthink there wasadry  cussed ways to enhance the bilat-
seeing body cameravideoof apo-  ment for great joy,” Morrison assumptionthatshehad  eyeinthe house, Blanch said, quot-  eral ties and political developments
lice officer scooping up the girl,  told reporters. / : wandered fromthetent.  ingthe girl’s words to the policeof-  in the region.

Cleo Smith, and hearing her say, “This particular case, obvi- \'- . Butmoreevidencebegan  ficer who picked her up in his Shtayyeh met Modi on the side-
“My name is Cleo.” A 36-year-old  ously, has captured the hearts of = ] . tosupportanabduction. arms. To see Cleo rescued this  linesof COP26 Summit in Glasgow
local man was arrested after thelate-  Australians as we felt such terrible i J_,,..--f o e A vehicle was re-  morning, I'm speechless,” Blanch ~ in what was the first such high-
nightraid at the house inthe coastal ~ sorrow for the family;” he added. J J r Toes - A ported speedingaway  added. level meeting between the two
town of Carnarvon, which followed Cleo’s family lives in '/ B i, S from the area in The state government had of-  sides since the latter’s visit to
a tip to police Tuesday. Carnarvon, a commu- o« 1 ; xﬁz,’ thedarkhours  fered a1million Australiandollar ~ Palestine in February 2018.

The girl was reunited with her  nity of 5,000 peo- 3 ~.  of the  ($743,000) reward for information ~ Palestine attaches great impor-
mother Ellie Smith and stepfather  ple, and the o " morning. fivedays after her disappearance,  tance to its relations with India,
Jake Gliddon soon after herrescue.  girl had dis- \ E, . A zipper  but Blanch said the money was  who has a growing weight in in-
“Our family is whole again,” the  appeared A E \ onaflap notexpected to be claimed. ternational politics, Shtayyeh said

\ during the meeting.

Pandemic, politics
drive Xi's absence
from global talks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, Nov 3: Chinese President
Xi Jinping has been absent from
the Group of 20 summit in Rome
and this week’s global climate
talks in Scotland, drawing criti-
cism from US President Joe Biden
and questions about China’s com-
mitment to reducing greenhouse
gas emissions.

China is the world’s biggest emit-
ter of carbon dioxide and has
pledged to begin reducing that out-
put by 2030 and obtaining carbon
neutrality by 2060. The US and oth-
ers have urged Beijing to make
bigger commitments, but Xi’s ad-
ministration has strongly implied
those will only come in exchange
for political concessions.

China has enforced tight travel
restrictions during the coronavirus
pandemic and Xi hasn’t left the
country since making a January
2020 trip to neighboring Myanmar.

That was just weeks before the
outbreak, believed to have origi-
nated in the Chinese city of Wuhan,
spread worldwide. China has come
under heavy pressure to reveal
more information about the ori-
gin of the pandemic and has been
accused of mismanaging the out-
break and then seeking to cover up
its mistakes.

China has also come under heavy
criticism over its policies toward
Muslims in its Xinjiang region and
its crackdown on civil rights in
Hong Kong. Like all Chinese lead-
ers, Xi is extremely image con-
scious and his public appearances
are carefully choreographed to

So regarding the fact
that China is the
current largest emitter,
it's because China is at a
special development stage

XIE ZHENHUA |
SPECIAL CLIMATE ENVOY, CHINA

avoid potentially embarrassing
confrontations.

His formerly heavy travel sched-
ule took him across continents,
with first lady Peng Liyuan, an ac-
complished musician, on hand toadd
abit of glamour and a human touch.

Such travels have underscored
China’s more assertive foreign pol-
icy, as the world’s second-largest
economy seeks to exert its influence
beyond East Asia with Xi's signa-
ture “Belt and Road overseas in-
frastructure investment pro-
gramme.

The president’s decision not to at-
tend the meetings in Rome and
Glasgow seems at odds with that pol-
icy, although Xi isn’t alone in stay-
ing away Russian President Vladimir
Putin, whose country has aligned
with China in opposing US influence
in world affairs, also remained at
home. Ithink it’s been a bigmistake,
quite frankly, for China, with re-
spect to China not showing up,
Biden said Monday at the COP26 cli-
mate conference in Glasgow.

They’ve lost an ability to influ-
ence people around the world and
all the people here at COP — the
same way, I would argue, with re-
gard to Russia, Biden said.

France says Oz
hit a ‘new low’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Canberra, Nov 3: Australia leak-
ing French President Emmanuel
Macron’s text messages to the
media was a “new low” and a warn-
ing to other world leaders that
their private communications with
the Australian government could
be weaponised and used against
them, the French ambassador said
Wednesday.

French Ambassador to Australia
Jean-Pierre Thebault used an ad-
dress to Australia’s National Press
Club to make a withering attack on
Canberra’s surprise decision to
scrap a 90 billion Australian dollar
(866 billion) contract with France
to build a fleet of 12 diesel-electric
submarines.

Australian media Tuesday re-
ported the contents of a text mes-
sage from Macron to Prime
Minister Scott Morrison in
September in which the French
leader asked “Should I expect good
or bad news for our joint sub-
marines ambitions?”

France has condemned the leak
as a further breach of trust.

Khan unveils ¥120bn subsidy package

CALLING THE SUBSIDY AS THE “BIGGEST WELFARE PROGRAMME
IN PAKISTAN’S HISTORY”, HE SAID IT WAS A STEP TO MAKE
PAKISTAN A TRULY WELFARE STATE

petrol price hike

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Nov 3: Prime Minister
Imran Khan Wednesday an-
nounced a whopping %120 billion
package for the poor families to
buy three essential items of daily
use at cheaper rates, describing it
as “the biggest welfare programme
in Pakistan’s history”.

Under the subsidy programme,

eligible families will be able to
purchase wheat flour, ghee and
pulses at 30 per cent lower prices
for the next six months, he said in
an address to the nation.

Khan said that his government
had allocated %120 billion to help
20 million families to buy flour,
pulses and ghee 30 per cent cheaper
for the next six months.

Calling the subsidy as the

Pakistan Programme for house
building while farmers under the
same programme will be able to
get up to ¥500,000 interest free
loan for agriculture. He said under
the programme, one person from
each selected family will be given
training for some skill to enable
them earn livelihood.

Khan also said that another
welfare project called the Kamyab
Jawan Programme was also going
on to give loans to youth to start
their businesses.

An aerial picture shows land that used to be covered with Dead Sea water, near Jericho in the Israeli-occupied West Bank

ox el

REUTERS

B'desh villages bear brutal brunt of climate change

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Shyamnagar, Nov 3: With each
tide, Abdus Satter watches the sea
erode a little more of his life.

His village of Bonnotola in
southwestern Bangladesh, with
its muddy roads and tin-roofed
houses, was once home to over
2,000 people. Most were farmers like
the 58-year-old Satter. Then the
rising seas poisoned the soil with
salt water. Two cyclones in the
last two years destroyed the mud
embankments that shielded the
village from tidal waves.

Now, only 480 people remain,
with the rest rendered homeless
by the sea.

The effects of global warming—
particularly increased cyclones,
and coastal and tidal flooding that

bring salt water further inland —
are devastating Bangladesh and
destroying the livelihoods of mil-
lions. It’s a grave concern for a
country like Bangladesh.
Projections show some 30 million
people may be displaced from the
country’s coastal regions.

With world leaders gathered in
Glasgow, Scotland, for a UN cli-
mate conference this week, coun-
tries like Bangladesh are pressing
for more financial support to cope
with global warming.

A decade-old deal for rich coun-
tries to give poor nations $100 bil-
lion each year to switch to clean en-
ergy and adapt to climate change
has not been fulfilled. Even the
money that is being provided —
about $80 billion in 2019 — is spread
too thin to make much of a differ-

ence on the ground.

In Gabura, another village in
the Bengal River delta, Nazma
Khatun, 43, has been struggling to
feed her two daughters. Half of

her meager daily income — less
than $3 from sewing and selling
cloth — goes toward medicine for
skin diseases she says everyone
in the village suffers from due to

rising sea levels, which have con-
taminated land and water.

“We have water everywhere, but
we don’t have a drop any more to
drink from ponds or wells,” she
said. This land was once fertile.
Khatun said mango and jackfruit
used to flourish, and everyone grew

the summer, when the flow from
Himalayan rivers decreases, fresh
water becomes scarce, said one of
the women, Maheswari Halder.

“This is the fate we all surren-
der to,” she said.

The three villages lie in
Bangladesh’s southwestern

vegetables in their backyard, relying ~ Shyamnagar region, home to 400,000
onponds, rivers and wells for drink-  people. Officials say the govern-
ing water. ment lacks funding for additional

“Now it’s impossible. See the
pond here, fresh water is gone,”
she said.

At Bonbibi Tola village, women
gather daily at a hand-pump well
to collect water for cooking and
drinking. The women walk up to
4 kilometers hauling water daily.

But this won't last long. Wells in
the region only have fresh water in
the months after monsoon rains. In

desalination plants to convert salt
water into fresh water. For Satter,
it may already be too late.

Every morning, waves gush into
his home and soon he, his wife and
two sons will have to flee. The sea
has snatched away their future and
their past, he said, pointing to a

e “biggest welfare programme in
OppE)SItIOH Pakistan’s history”, he said it
partles, was a step to make Pakistan a
. . truly welfare state as it would
mCI Ud ing benefit 130 million people across
PML-N and PPP, thg country. Hg d%;ld thtat t‘c}lltle ;;15)0

sidy was in addition to the
have been billion Ehsas programme which
holding was already underway to pro-
. vide cash support to the 12 mil-
cou ntryW|de lion poor families.
rallies and Khan also announced that 4 -
. million poor families will be given
protests against  interest free loan under Kamyab

=
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muddy trench that was once a court-——

yard where his parents’ graves lay.
“It’s just amatter of time,” he said.
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SAlL is
‘ presently in
process of

examining various
categories under the
PLI scheme, for
feasibility and which

may synergize with SAIL's
current capabilities
As you are :
‘ aware, the \\
government = § oY
announced seminal ey
- .f
preserve cash flows h
and enable the
There have also been
substantial steps taken to
GOPAL VITTAL | CEO, AIRTEL
EBE-\

SOMA MONDAL | CHAIRMAN, SAIL

reforms that will help

industry to drive investments.

simplify the way we do business
£ @

Through our
‘ partnership

with the
GEAPP, the ISA will
create an enabling
policy and regulatory
environment by
building the capacity of
government, convening and
research, and provide best-in-class
project development support to
build a strong pipeline of investable
solar projects

AJAY MATHUR I DIRECTOR GENERAL,
INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ALLIANCE

SHORT TAKES

B Maruti sales plunge;
Tata Motors up 94%

New Delhi: Car market leader
Maruti Suzuki India Wednesday
said it sold around 13,000 units
on the day of Dhanteras, lower
than last year hampered by
supply constraints due to
semiconductor shortage,
although Tata Motors stated its
deliveries grew 94 per cent.
“Demand and bookings have
been good. We tried our best to
deliver as many vehicles as
possible. However due to
supply side constraints we
closed a little lower than last
year, at around 13,000 units,”
said Maruti Suzuki Senior
Executive Director

Shashank Srivastava.

......................................

B Trade unions to
hold 2-day strike

New Delhi: A joint platform of
central trade unions
Wednesday gave a call for a
two-day strike during the
Budget session of Parliament
next year to protest against
divestment of government
stake in state-run firms and
price rise, among other issues.
The decision was taken at a
meeting of the forum
November 1, 2021 in Delhi to
consider the situation arising
out of the government’s push to
privatise and hand over all the
national assets to the corporate
sector, NMP being the latest
design, a joint statement said.

......................................

42 cos selected
for white goods

New Delhi: The government
Wednesday said 42 firms,
including Daikin, Panasonic,
Syska and Havells, with
committed investment of
34,614 crore have been
provisionally selected as
beneficiaries under the
production linked incentive
scheme for the white goods
sector. A total of 52 companies
had filed applications with
committed investment of
35,858 crore under the scheme.
The scheme will be implemented
over a seven-year period from
2021-22 to 2028-29 and has an
outlay of ¥6,238 crore, which
was approved by the Cabinet.

......................................

Bajaj Allianz logs
28% growth in Q2

Mumbai: Bajaj Allianz General
Insurance has booked a 28%
growth in net income to 3425
crore in the Sept quarter, as
the claims from the pandemic
ebbed. The leading non-life
player had registered a 322
crore net profit in the same
period of FY21. The bottomline
grew 21.1 per cent to 35,034
crore in the reporting quarter
from 34,156 crore a year ago.

bb

We have a long way to go on
coverage, but the shift in
integrating carbon pricing is
there, and we’re working very
hard to support countries to
take that shift
KRISTALINA GEORGIEVA | CHIEF, IMF
N n

NOKIA CLAIMS TOP 5G SPEED OF 9.85 GBPS

Telecom gear maker Nokia India Wednesday claimed
to have recorded a top speed of 9.85 Gigabit per
second on Vodafone Idea network during the
ongoing 5G trials. The company has achieved the top
speed in back end data transmission, which means
connecting mobile base stations network, during the
trials in Gandhinagar, Gujarat
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Nepal to sell surplus power to India 10C aims to set up

With this move Nepal becomes the first country in the South Asian region to enter into the
agreement for power import and export from and to the Indian energy exchange market

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kathmandu, Nov 3: In a major
boost to the bilateral ties between
Nepal and India, New Delhi for
the first time hpermitted
Kathmandu to sell its electricity in
India’s power exchange market.

The Ministry of Energy, Water
Resources and Irrigation said in a
statement that the concerned
Indian authority; Central Electricity
Authority; Monday decided to allow
Nepal to sell 39 MW of electricity
produced by the 24MW Trishuli
Hydropower Project and the 15MW
Devighat Hydropower Project in the
India Energy Exchange Limited
(IEX), after receiving a nod from
the Ministry of Power.

In the first phase, 30 MW power,
including 24-MW produced from
Nepal Electricity Authority(NEA)-
owned Trishuli hydropower and 15-
MW Devighat powerhouse, has
been permitted for trading in the
Indian Energy Exchange.

The NEA was scheduled to start
exporting the power through
Dhalkebar-Mujaffapur 400-KV
inter-country transmission line
from midnight Tuesday. This trans-
mission line has been used merely

RBI to focus on
climate-related risks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 3: RBI Wednesday
said it is committed to integrat-
ing climate-related risks into fi-
nancial stability monitoring as
well as exploring use of climate
scenario exercises to identify vul-
nerabilities in the central bank-
supervised entities.

On Monday, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) published its ‘Statement
of Commitment to Support

Greening India’s
Financial
System -
NGFS’, co-
<} inciding

| with the

2021
United
Nations
Climate Change
Conference (COP26).

NGFS has reiterated its will-
ingness to contribute to the global
response required to meet the ob-
jectives of the Paris Agreement,
and, to that end, NGFS will expand
and strengthen the collective ef-
forts towards greening the finan-
cial system.

Against this backdrop, RBI,
Wednesday, also emphasised that
it was committed to building aware-
ness about climate-related risks
among regulated financial insti-
tutions and spreading knowledge
about issues relating to climate
change and methods to deal with
them accordingly.

We commend the co-ordination
efforts of NGFS in defining, pro-
moting, and contributing to the
development of best practices in cli-
mate finance through sharing ex-
periences and best practices for
climate risk management in the
financial sector; it said.

Specifically, RBI, keeping in view
the national commitments, prior-
ities and complexity of the coun-
try’s financial system, is commit-
ted to integrating climate-related
risks into financial stability mon-
itoring, according to the statement.

REX XN
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The Himalayan nation
became an energy
surplus country ever
since the 456MW

According to the NEA, Nepal now has surplus
power even during peak hours, usually between
7 pm and 8 pm The peak hour demand stands at
1,500MW

Upper Tamakoshi
Hydropower Project
came into full
operation in August

The country is currently producing 2,000MW of
electricity, of which 1,900MW is generated from
hydropower projects

to import power.

“Following the Indian approval
for Nepal to export its electricity,
power trade between the two coun-
tries has entered a new phase,”
the Ministry of Energy, Water
Resources and Irrigation said.

Nepal had already received per-
mission for purchasing and im-
porting power from the Indian
Energy Exchange. With this, the
NEA has been importing power
through Indian Energy Exchange
at a competitive rate since last

April 30 as per the need. After ob-
taining the approval, the power
trade between Nepal and India
has entered a new phase.

“We have been permitted for
the trade of surplus power after
continued efforts at political, diplo-
matic and administrative levels.
This is a milestone for power trade
between the two countries. We
have also expected the approval
for trade of power produced from
the 456-MW Upper Tamakoshi, 69-
MW Marsyangdi and 45-MW Upper
Bhotekoshi power house in near fu-
ture,” the Minister added.

About two months ago, the power
utility of NEA had proposed that
electricity generated by hydropower
projects, including Upper
Tamakoshi, Upper Bhotekoshi,
Marshyangdi, Trishuli, and
Devighat, whose combined gen-
eration capacity totals 621.1MW,
be auctioned in India’s power ex-
change market.

Nepali officials said that the
Indian government’s permission
to allow Nepal in the power ex-
change market has been a huge
respite for the NEA, which is fac-
ing a wastage of power for more
than two months.

Cairn drops litigations against govt

AGENCIES

Washington, Nov 3: UK-based
Cairn Energy PL.C Wednesday said
it has agreed to drop litigations to
seize Indian properties in coun-
tries ranging from France to the UK
as it has accepted the Indian gov-
ernment’s offer to settle tax dis-
puterelating to the levy of taxes ret-
rospectively.

Meeting the requirements of new
legislation that scraps levy of ret-
rospective taxation, the company has
given required undertakings in-
demnifying the Indian government
against future claims as well as
agreeing to drop any legal pro-
ceedings anywhere in the world.

The government now has to ac-
cept this and issue Cairn a so-called
Form-II, that will commit it to re-
fund the tax collected to enforce the
retrospective tax demand. Following
the issue of Form-II, Cairn will
withdraw legal proceedings and
will get a refund of 37,900 crore.

Cairn said its undertaking shall

SBI beats

be treated as having never been
furnished if the Principal
Commissioner for Income Tax ei-
ther rejects the undertaking given
by it in Form No 1 under rule
11UE(Q) or the intimation of with-
drawal given under rule 11UF(3),
or declines to grant the refund.

Only after the refund is issued
will the new legislation will be
seen as working in the eyes of for-
eign investors.

In a statement, Cairn said it has
“entered into undertakings with the
Government of India in order to
participate in the scheme intro-
duced by recent Indian legislation,
the Taxation Laws (Amendment)

estimates

with $1 billion profit

AGENCIES

Bangalore, Nov 3: State Bank of
India posted a better-than-expected
quarterly profit Wednesday, as it

tainly like to see it growing at least
up to 10%, said SBI Chairman
Dinesh Kumar Khara .

Corporate loans were muted in
the second quarter, Khara said,

released reserves that adding that lending to
were set aside to cover RECORD LEAP companies would pick

its exposure to a troubled shadow
lender, and forecast credit growth
of about 10% for the fiscal year.

Most large Indian banks have
reported higher profits for the
September quarter, buoyed by a
rebound in credit demand as the
economy reopened fully and low in-
terest rates boosted spending on au-
tomobiles and homes.

Our overall advances growth
stands at 6% plus and we would cer-

up as the iron and steel sector and
oil companies look to expand their
working capital limits on improv-
ing demand.

The Mumbai-based lender’s net
profit rose 66.7% to 76.27 billion
rupees ($1.02 billion), helped by a
write back of 40 billion rupees it
had set aside for the account of
distressed shadow lender DHFL,
which was taken over by the
Piramal Group.

Bill 2021, allowing the refund of
taxes previously collected from
Cairn in India.”

“Subject to certain conditions,
the Taxation Amendment Act nul-
lifies the tax assessment originally
levied against Cairn in January
2016 and orders the refund of 37,900
crore which was collected from
Cairn in respect of that assess-
ment,” it said.

Seeking to repair India’s dam-
aged reputation as an investment
destination, the government in
August enacted new legislation to
drop?1.11akh crore in outstanding
claims against multinationals such
as telecom group Vodafone, phar-
maceuticals company Sanofi and
brewer SABMiller, now owned by
AB InBeyv, and Cairn.

About 8,100 crore collected from
companies under the scrapped tax
provision are to be refunded if the
firms agreed to drop outstanding
litigation, including claims for in-
terest and penalties. Of this, 37,900
crore is due only to Cairn.

10,000 EV charging
stations in 3 years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 3: Indian Oil
Corp, the nation’s largest oil firm,
will set up 10,000 charging sta-
tions for electric vehicles (EVs) in
the next three years as it prepares
for the energy transition leading
to net-zero by 2070, its chairman
Shrikant Madhav Vaidya said
Wednesday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Monday made a bold pledge to
cutting emissions at the world’s
third-biggest emitter to net-zero by
2070. “While IOC sees fossil fuels
like petrol and diesel continuing
to play a dominant role in meet-
ing India’s energy needs in the
next couple of decades, the com-
pany is setting up the infra-
structure to give confidence to
automobile manufacturers for en-
hancement of EV production and
to customers for an uninterrupted
drive,” Vaidya told reporters here.

“Energy pie of the country is
growing. We are not a stagnant
economy. Overall our energy pie
is growing and so all kinds of fuel
will be needed to meet the energy
needs,” he said.

I0C plans to set up 50 KW EV
charging stations at every 25-km
and 100 KW heavy-duty chargers
at every 100-km to weave a net-
work that will provide customers
easy access for charging their
electric vehicles, he said adding
the charging stations would be
set up at existing and new petrol
pumps across the country.

In the first year, IOC will target
setting up 231 EV charging sta-
tions in 9 high-priority cities of
Mumbai, Delhi, Bangalore,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Chennai,
Kolkata, Surat and Pune. Another

Esplanade One adds to Diwali’s glitter

Bhubaneswar: Diwali is all about shopping and family time. This year,
Esplanade One Mall is hosting the most-unique Diwali celebrations for
everyone. Not only do they have the best deals across various brands for
the elders in the family, but also they have this unique ‘Sound of
Happyness'. At Esplanade One Mall, if one shop for over ¥10,000, the
customer will be allowed to choose their own gifts from a dedicated space
in the mall. The mall will also be offering silver coins and mobile phones to
the winners of the lucky draw as well. While you’re busy shopping, let your kids experience the Diwali
installations and Sound of Happyness. Customers are invited to visit the mall and shop during the
Happyness Days festival, which will continue till November 7.

" SBI observes Vig Awareness Week

y Bhubaneswar: State Bank of India, Bhubaneswar Circle observed Vigilance
) Awareness Week-2021 from October 26 to November 1, 2021. The theme for the year
was ‘India @75, Integrity with self-reliance’. The week kick started with integrity

/ pledge administered to all the staff members throughout the state. Vidya Krishnan,
- Chief General Manager, Bejoy Kumar Kuzur, General Manager, Network Il and Ranjit
/8] Kumar Mishra, General Manager were present. Various competitions like essay

j; writing, quiz competition, art competition were organised amongst the members of

- - staff and their wards. Elocution competition was also organised among students of

various schools in Bhubaneswar and across the state. A sand art on the above theme created by Shri Subal
Moharana was inaugurated by CS Setty, SBI Managing Director in the presence of CGM & GM.

Of all new 2-wheelers
sold, EVs make up for
about 1% while the
percentage of same in
the four-wheeler category
is just 0.2%. 25% of
new three-wheeler
saleisEVs

375 stations would be set up in
the second year in these cities
and a further 215 in the third year.
In all, 944 charging stations
would be set up in other state cap-
itals over the three-year period
but more than half of the 10,000 out-
lets planned would come up on
highways and other cities. He said
after accounting for government
subsidy, the capital expenditure
in setting up the 10,000 EV charg-
ing stations would be ¥150-200 crore.
10C either had already tied up
or is in dialogue with automobile
manufacturers, fleet aggregators
and electricity suppliers for the EV
charging network.

Vaidya said the company would
draw electricity from the grid
for the EV charging stations
which will be in parallel to the net-
work of battery swapping sta-
tions it is setting up.

While EV charging could typ-
ically take 45 minutes to 3 hours

P

depending on the size of the ~

charging stations, a battery swap-
ping site offers the facility to
change discharged batteries for
a fully charged one in a matter of
minutes. Battery swapping is
mostly done by three-wheelers,
he said.

Services boom to nearly II-year high in Oct

AGENCIES

Bangalore, Nov 3: India’s domi-
nant services industry ex-
panded at the fastest pace
in more than a decade
on improved domestic
demand despite high
inflation, driving
firms to take on staff
at a rate not seen
since the onset of the

substantial rise in
prices charged for the
provision of services in
India had no detrimental
impact on demand, as
companies signalled the
strongest monthly expansion in

largest economy was on a sus-
tained recovery path but rising

prices could prompt the
Reserve Bank of
India to hike in-
terest rates
earlier than
expected,
putting
the
brakes
on

pandemic, a private new business in over a growth.

survey showed. decade “A sub-
The IHS Markit POLLYANNA DE LIMA | ECONOMICS stantial rise

Services Purchasing ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, IHS in prices

Managers’ Index acceler-
ated to 58.4 last month from
55.2 in September, above the 50-
mark separating growth from con-
traction for a third straight month.

The survey showed Asia's third-

MARKIT charged
for the
provision of
services in India had no detri-
mental impact on demand, as com-

panies signalled the strongest

monthly expansion in new business
in over a decade,” said Pollyanna
De Lima, economics associate di-
rector at IHS Markit.

Prices charged rose at the
sharpest rate since July 2017,
suggesting inflation will remain
elevated, with the biggest upturn

Input prices rose
sharply last month on
higher fuel and
material costs, pushing
companies to pass on
some of the extra cost
burden to customers

in transport and storage costs as
a consequence of the recent surge
in global crude prices to near $85
a barrel.

Despite demand increasing at
the strongest pace in 10 years, busi-
ness confidence remained muted.

“Service providers were con-
cerned that persistent inflation-
ary pressures could deter growth

in the coming year,” De Lima said.
The central bank is expected to
hike interest rates at the begin-
ning of the next financial year, ac-
cording to a poll taken last month.
International demand remained
in contraction territory for the
20th month in a row, by far the
longest streak since the sub-index
started in September 2014.
However, hiring continued for a
second month and although the
pace was moderate it was the high-

est since February last year. A vast -

majority of firms did not hire more,

saying they had sufficient head- ¢

count to handle the workload.
Expansion in both manufac-
turing and services activity drove

P

the composite index to a near 10-—

year high of 58.7 in October from
55.3 in September.
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A win at last

India return to winning way with a near-flawless 66-run
victory over Afghanistan in ICC Men’s T20 World Cup

(e

STUNNING SHOW: Rohit Sharma (R) gives KL Rahul a fist-bump during their against Afghanistan, Wednesday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Abu Dhabi, Nov 3: A formidable
India led by their stylish openers
Rohit Sharma (74, 47b, 8x4, 3x6)
and KL Rahul (69, 48b, 6x4, 2x6) fi-
nally put up a near-flawless per-
formance to annihilate a hapless
Afghanistan by 66 runs to stay
afloat in the ICC T20 World Cup
here Wednesday.

It could well be a case of joining
the party two games too late but a
solid batting show to first score
210/2 and then bowl the disciplined
lines torestrict Afghanistan to 144/7
Kkept their billion plus fans interested.

For the Afghans, Karim Janat (42
no, 22b, 3x4, 2x6) and Mohammad
Nabi (35, 32b, 2x4, 1x6) batted well
and save their side from being hu-
miliation. The duo put together 57
runs for the sixth wicket after they
were reduced to 69/5 in 11.5 overs.

With their net run-rate finally en-
tering the positive bracket (+0.073),
India would now hope that
Afghanistan can recover from this

drubbing and upset New Zealand,
giving Virat Kohli's men an outside
chance to qualify for the semifi-
nals behind Pakistan.

On the day; India did everything
that perhaps was expected of them
against the big teams. Rohit brought
his carefree elegance to the table
while Rahul was classy as ever in
India’s imposing total.

While they would still have to
bear the criticism of having flat-
tered to deceive against Pakistan and
New Zealand, Rohit and Rahul made
amockery of Afghanistan’s inex-
perienced attack, putting up a record
140 runs for the opening stand.

This was also the highest total
in this edition of T20 World Cup but
one can only hope that it hasn’t
come two matches too late. It could-
n’t be denied that save Rashid Khan
the other Afghans were pedestrian
at best, leaving Hardik Pandya (35
no, 13b, 4x4, 2x6) and Rishabh Pant
(271 o, 13c, 1x4, 3x6) to feast dur-
ing the death overs.

The Pandya-Pant duo clobbered

SPORTS
Guptill sets up Kiwis' win_

Dravid named
head coach of
Men in Blue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 3: Former captain
Rahul Dravid was on Wednesday
appointed as the head coach of the
Indian men’s cricket team by the
BCCI, a development that was ex-
pected after the batting great was
convinced by the board’s top brass.

Dravid, who was working as the
head of National Cricket Academy,
has been appointed for a period of
two years till the 2023 50-over World
Cup in India.

The 47-year-old Dravid, one of
the greatest to have played for India,
was the only choice for BCCI pres-
ident Sourav Ganguly and secretary
Jay Shah, who had called him in
Dubai and convinced him to apply
for the position. Once Dravid had
applied, the BCCI didn’t even need
to look at any other application.

“The Cricket Advisory
Committee comprising Sulakshana
Naik and RP Singh Wednesday
unanimously appointed Rahul
Dravid as the Head Coach of Team

L

- India (Senior Men). The former
India captain will take charge from

63 runs in 3.3 overs to take the total
which was always going to be be-
yond Afghanistan’s reach.

When India bowled,
Ravichandran Ashwin (2/14), play-
ing his first international game in
six months and white ball inter-
national after four years, was too
good for the Afghans.

Jasprit Bumrah (1/25) was steady

as usual while Ravindra Jadeja
(1/19) looked decent. Mohammed
Shami (3/32) got a bit of stick but
picked wickets at regular intervals.
With no disrespect to India’s ef-
forts, the gulf in bowling standards
was evident in the disdainful man-
ner that Rohit and Rahul treated the
Afghan attack. Hardik and Pant
then added insult to the injury.
BRIEF SCORES
India 210/2 (Rohit Sharma 74, KL
Rahul 69, Hardik Pandya 35 n o,
Rishabh Pant 27 n o) beat
Afghanistan 144/7 (Karim Janat
42 n o, Mohammad Nabi 35;
Mohammed Shami 3/32, R Ashwin
2/14) by 66 runs.

New Zealand,” the BCCI stated in
amedia release.

The BCCI had invited applica-
tions for the said position October
26 to appoint incumbent Ravi
Shastri’s successor, whose term
gets over after the ongoing ICC
T20 World Cup.

“It is an absolute honour to be
appointed as the new head coach
of the Indian cricket team and I am
really looking forward to this role,”
Dravid said. He also thanked his
predecessor Shastri for his role in
shaping the current Indian team.
“Under Shastri, the team has done
very well, and I hope to work with
the team to take this forward.”

ODISHA FC ANNOUNCE SQUAD FOR ISL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 3: Odisha FC
Wednesday announced their squad for the
Indian Super League 2021-22 season. The
Bhubaneswar-based team is gearing up
for the opening match against Bengaluru
FC November 24 at Tilak Maidan in
Vasco, Goa.

The Kalinga Warriors had already an-
nounced the three captains for the season
- Vinit Rai, Victor Mongil, and Hector
Rodas a few days ago.

The promotion of three youth team
graduates — Deven Sawhney, Akshunna
Tyagi, and CVL Remtluanga - into the
senior side was also announced last
month.

The squad includes six foreigners —
Mongil, Rodas, Javi Hernandez, Aridai

THE TEAM

GOALKEEPERS: Kamaljit Singh,
Arshdeep Singh & Ravi Kumar;

DEFENDERS: Gaurav Bora, Lalruathara,
Sahil Panwar, Hendry Antonay,
Lalhrezuala Sailung, Sebastian
Thangmuansang, Deven Sawhney, Victor
Mongil & Hector Rodas;

MIDFIELDERS: Thoiba Singh
Moirangthem, Vinit Rai, Paul
Ramfangzauva, Isaac Vanmalsawma,
Isak Vanlalruatfela, Liridon Krasnigi,
Javi Hernandez, Jerry
Mawihmingthanga, Nandhakumar
Sekar, CVL Remtluanga & Nikhil Raj;

FORWARDS: Akshunna Tyagi, Daniel
Lalhlimpuia, Aridai Cabrera, Jonathas
Cristian De Jesus.

Cabrera, Liridon Krasniqi (AFC), and
Jonathas De Jesus while seven young-
sters — Lalhrezuala Sailung, Sawhney;,
Thoiba Singh Moirangthem, Isak
Vanlalruatfela, Remtluanga, Tyagi and
Nikhil Raj have been classified as de-
velopmental players.

Speaking about the squad, head coach
Kiko Ramirez explained, “We have a
good mix of experienced and young
players. We are really happy with the
team that we are building and pleas-
antly surprised to see the level of the
Indian players. We think that some of
them will make an impact this season
in the ISL.

“Also, all the players have a really good
attitude to learn and the foreigners will
bring their experience about how to play
in different situations.”

Lewandowski treble
liftts Bayern Munich

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Munich, Nov 3: After two weeks
without a coach and falling to a
disastrous defeat, Bayern Munich
are back to their usual winning
ways.

The German
champions l
booked their (%
place in the
Champions
League last 16
Tuesday as Robert
Lewandowski scored
a hat-trick for a 52 vic-
tory over Benfica to extend
Bayern’s perfect record of four
wins from four in the group
stage. That took Lewandowski
to 81 career goals in his 100th

Champions League game.

The game marked the re-
turn of Bayern coach Julian
Nagelsmann after four games /(' —
away — including the return {

4-0 win over Benfica in ||
Portugal —after he tested pos- 1%
itive for the coronavirus.

During Nagelsmann’s ab- <& .
sence, Bayern’s previously reli-
able defense collapsed in a 0-5
German Cup loss at Borussia
Monchengladbach last week,
the club’s worst result in more
than 40 years.

Against Benfica there
were some signs of that [ .
sloppiness as poor mark- =~
ingearly on allowed Benfica |
to score a goal narrowly ~

ruled out for offside. It happened
again when Bayern failed to deal
with a free kick that led to Benfica
defender Morato scoring when
Bayern led 2-0.

Upfront, it was business as usual
as Bayern'’s attacking quartet of
Lewandowski, Leroy Sane, Kingsley
Coman and Serge Gnabry com-
bined to dismantle Benfica.

First Coman danced
through the Benfica penalty

:E‘P , area past two defenders before

- crossingfor Lewandowski to
- head in the opening goal
3 in the 26th. The Poland
A striker was the
provider six minutes
later, squaring the
ball for Gnabry to
¢ finish in style with
abackheel.
& Morato’s goal and a
¥ missed penalty from
W Lewandowski — who’d
scored his previous seven
—slowed Bayern’s progress
1 before halftime.
Just after the break, Sané
¢} scored Bayern’s third with a
¥ powerful volley after Alphonso
' Davies flicked on a pass from
Joshua Kimmich. The fourth came
on a counterattack with Sané set-
ting up Lewandowski to finish
with a chip over the goalkeeper.
Benfica’s Darwin Nunez scored
a consolation goal in the 74th.
Lewandowski finally got his hat-

\_  trick in the 85th with another

chip finish.

Chelsea scrape past Malmo

MALMO: Chelsea took a step closer to the
knockout stage of the Champions League with a 1-
0 victory over Malmo. Hakim Ziyech’s goal early in
the second half was enough for the defending
European champion to eliminate host Malmo from
the tournament. The best Malmo can hope for is
qualification to the Europa League.

Dybala puts Juve in last 16

TURIN: Paulo Dybala scored twice and Juventus beat
Zenit St. Petersburg 4-2 Tuesday to secure a spot in
the Champions League knockout rounds with two
matches to spare. Federico Chiesa and Alvaro
Morata also scored for the Bianconeri. Juventus have
now won all four of their matches to lead Group H by
three points ahead of defending champions Chelsea.
Zenit’s goals came through an own goal by Leonardo
Bonucci and a strike by Sardar Azmoun.

Fati keeps Barca hopes alive

KYIV (UKRAINE): With an interim coach and depleted
by injuries, Barcelona came through with a crucial win
at Dynamo Kyiv to boost their chances of advancing in
the Champions League. Ansu Fati scored a second-
half winner as Barcelona edged Dynamo 1-0 here
Tuesday to put themselves in good position to reach
the knockout rounds of the European competition. Fati
scored with a powerful one-timer from near the
penalty spot to give the Catalan club their second
consecutive victory over Dynamo after they had
started their campaign with consecutive losses.

Ronaldo to the rescue again

BERGAMO (ITALY): Cristiano Ronaldo again came to
Manchester United’s rescue with two goals —
including a stoppage-time effort — to salvage a 2-2
draw at Atalanta in the Champions League Tuesday.
Ronaldo had scored a late winner against Atalanta
at Old Trafford two weeks ago when United
overturned a 0-2 halftime deficit to win 3-2. And the
Portuguese forward scored at the end of each half
to help his team to what could prove to be a
precious point in Bergamo. Josip llicic had given
Atalanta the lead in the 12th minute and Duvan
Zapata restored the home team’s lead early in the
second half. United remained atop Group F.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Nov 3: Opener Martin
Guptill’s blistering 56-ball 93 (6x4,
7x6), which was built around mon-
strous sixes and authoritative bat-
ting, set up a 16-run win for New
Zealand over a spirited Scotland in
the T20 World Cup here Wednesday:

In all, New Zealand posted 172/5
in the Group 2 Super 12 match.
Scotland replied with 156/5 in their
allotted 20 overs at the Dubai

Let’s celebrate Humari

£

International Cricket Stadium.
Michael Leask blazed away to an
unbeaten 42 off 20 balls (3x4, 3x6),
but his effort was not enough for
the Scots.

Most of his big hits were di-
rected towards the mid-wicket re-
gion and by the time he was done
with his knock, Guptill was over-
come with exhaustion in the ex-
treme heat.

One of New Zealand’s prolific
run-scorers over many years,

,

oh
YRy

Guptill added 105 runs for the %
fourth wicket with Glenn Phillips
(33) to put his team in a com-
manding position.

Asked to bat first, New Zealand
were off to a brisk start with Guptill
leading the way in the company of
Daryl Mitchell (13). As many as 13
runs came in the match’s very first
over bowled by Bradley Wheal
(2/40), but Safyaan Sharif (2/28)
made an excellent start in the next
over, giving away just one run.

Playing this game in place of
an injured Josh Davey, Alasdair
Evans was smashed for two suc-
cessive boundaries by Guptill
through the point region. Mitchell
was trapped in front of the wicket
by Sharif in the fifth over. The on-
field umpire’s decision was chal-
lenged, albeit unsuccessfully, by
the batter.

In the middle of the fine first
spell, seamer Sharif got the big
wicket of captain Kane Williamson
(0) four balls later, as a diving
Matthew Cross completed a good
catch behind the stumps.

The Kiwis collected a produc-
tive 52 runs during power play,
with 16 of them coming in the sixth
over. In the process, Guptill be-
came only the second batter after
Indian captain Virat Kohli to cross
3000 runs in T20Is.

Scotland enjoyed another success
right after spin was introduced for
the first time, when slow left-armer
Mark Watt castled Devon Conway
(1) with his very first ball in the sev-
enth over. Only 18 runs came be-
tween the 6th and 10th over as
Scotland tightened things.

However, the Scots had no answer
to the onslaught launched on them
by Guptill. However, the NZ in-
nings lost a bit of momentum after
his dismissal as they could not
manage only 22 runs in the last
three overs.

Inresponse, Scotland’s struggle
to find quick runs in the middle-
overs cost them the match despite
Leask’s splendid efforts.

BRIEF SCORES P
New Zealand 172/5 (Martin Guptill
93, Glenn Phillips 33; Safyaan Sharif
2/28) beat Scotland 156/5 (Michael
Leask 42 n o, Matthew Cross 27;
Trent Boult 2/29) by 16 runs.
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