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Actor Alia Bhatt says Hindi film industry is the
most brutal place where it’s difficult
to survive even for a year

HARD TALK
Eyes will be on Lionel Messi as PSG host Real
Madrid in the first leg of the Champions
League’s Round of 16 tie

PSG HOST REAL MADRID

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

Ukraine envoy to UK backtracked on remarks
suggesting that Kyiv would reconsider its
attempt to join NATO

INTERNATIONAL | P10

KYIV HINTS AT TRADE-OFF

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Do not say there is no scam under 
your regime. Say no scam has 

been reported under your regime!

WEATHER
BHUB

28.6° 28.6°
CTK

13.0°
MAX

MINT
E

M
P

Humidity 71% 87%
Rainfall Nil Nil

Forecast

Clear sky
mainly

13.0°

INDEX                         VARIATION

SENSEX 56405.84 1747.08

NIFTY 16842.80 532.00

DOLLAR 75.91 `0.30

EURO 85.46 `0.01 

GOLD `49,836 `722

SILVER `64,366 `1378BU
LL

IO
N

BO
U

RS
ES

C
U

RR
EN

C
Y

MARKET WATCH

12 PAGES | `5.00BHUBANESWAR | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 | 2022VOLUME 11, ISSUE 315 | www.orissapost.com

Maha woman killed over daughter’s post
Palghar: A 48-year-old woman died after the family members of her
daughter's friend allegedly beat her up over a petty dispute here in
Maharashtra, police said Monday. The woman's 20-year-old daughter
had posted a message on her WhatsApp status, which her friend
thought was directed towards her and took offence to it, Boisar police
station's senior inspector Suresh Kadam said without divulging
contents of the post. On February 10, the other girl's mother and
siblings went to victim Lilavati Devi Prasad's house in Shivaji Nagar
and allegedly thrashed her and other members of her family, he said.
Prasad suffered serious injuries and was rushed to a hospital where
she died the next day while undergoing treatment, the official said. 

Sensex tanks 1,747 pts over Ukraine
Mumbai: The BSE Sensex crashed over 1,747 points while the
NSE Nifty ended below the 17,000-level Monday amid
escalating Russia-Ukraine tensions. The 30-share Sensex
nosedived 1,747.08 points or 3 per cent to settle at 56,405.84
and the broader Nifty plummeted 531.95 points or 3.06 per
cent to 16,842.80. On the Sensex chart, barring TCS, all shares
closed with steep to moderate losses. Elsewhere in Asia also,
bourses closed in deep red after concerns that Russia may
soon invade Ukraine, which sent oil prices soaring. Domestic
markets opened sharply lower in line with negative Asian
bourses as also sharply lower US equities. MORE P11

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: From
February 21 onwards, the double
dose vaccination certificate or
Covid negative certificate is no
longer required to enter Shree
Jagannath Temple in Puri.  

Keeping in mind the improved
Covid-19 situation in the state and
a majority of  population having
taken double doses of  the vaccine,
the above decision was taken at
the Chhatisa Nijog meeting, chief
administrator of  Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration (SJTA)
Krishan Kumar said Monday.

However, he advised devotees
seeking visits to the temple to be
inoculated with two doses of  Covid-
19 vaccine.    

Other Covid-19 restrictions like
use of  sanitizer and masks, social
distance will be mandatory for the
devotees. The temple will continue
to remain closed Sunday for devo-
tees for sanitization of  the prem-
ises, he said.

Informing about the upcoming
visit of  President Ram Nath Kovind
to the shrine, the chief  adminis-
trator said the temple will remain
closed for the public during the
President's visit to the temple
February 19 from 4 pm to 6 pm.

Other details like who will re-
main present during his visit have
been decided at the meeting.  

Apart from Jagannath darshan,
Kovind will inaugurate the cele-
bration of  150th birth anniversary
of  Srimad Bhakti Sidhant Saraswati
Goswami Prabhupada, the founder
of  Goudiya Mission February 20.
Later, he will visit Sri Chaitanya
Goudiya Mutt before returning to
Delhi. Around 40 platoons of  police
force will be deployed in the pilgrim
town for President’s security.  

nCentre has already banned
267 Chinese apps, including
hugely popular TikTok, UC
Browser and PUBG, among
others for security reasons 

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 14:  India Monday
blocked 54 more apps with Chinese
links including Tencent Xriver,
Nice Video Baidu and Viva Video
Editor, over security and privacy
concerns.

According to sources, these 54
apps allegedly obtain various crit-
ical permissions and collect sen-
sitive user data. The collected real-
time data are being misused and
transmitted to servers located in a
hostile country, they added.

The banned apps were allegedly
engaged in activities prejudicial
to the sovereignty and integrity
of  the country, also posing serious
threat to security of  the state and
defence of  India, the sources said.
IT ministry has issued interim di-
rections for the blocking of  54 apps,

the sources said.
The list of  banned mobile apps

include Beauty Camera: Sweet
Selfie HD, Beauty Camera - Selfie
Camera, Rise of  Kingdoms: Lost
Crusade, Viva Video Editor, Tencent
Xriver amongst others. Other apps
that have been banned, as per fresh
orders, include Garena Free Fire
– Illuminate, Astracraft, FancyU pro,
MoonChat, Barcode Scanner - QR
Code Scan, and Lica Cam.

In June 2020, the government
had banned 59 apps with Chinese
links, including hugely popular
TikTok and UC Browser, saying
they were prejudicial to sover-

eignty, integrity and security of
the country.

The 2020 ban -- that had come in
the backdrop of  stand-off  along the
Line of  Actual control in Ladakh with
Chinese troops -- was also applicable
for WeChat and Bigo Live, besides
Helo, Likee, CamScanner, Vigo Video,
Mi Video Call – Xiaomi, Clash of
Kings as well as e-commerce plat-
forms Club Factory and Shein.
Thereafter, the government banned
47 more Chinese apps that were
clones and variants of  the apps
blocked earlier. In September the
same year, the government blocked
118 more mobile applications.

n Muslim girls wearing hijab
or burqa were not allowed
entry into the school even as
the girls feigned ignorance
about the court order

AGENCIES

Bangalore, Feb 14: After a near
week-long hijab row forced holi-
day, high schools in Karnataka re-
opened Monday, amid prohibitory
orders in Udupi, which witnessed
violence and tension last week,
and sensitive areas of  Dakshina
Kannada and Bangalore.

Section 144 of  the Criminal
Procedure Code has been imposed
in sensitive areas in the said dis-
tricts. In Udupi district, all the
schools that reopened witnessed
normal attendance, ed-
ucation department
sources said. Muslim
girls who reached the school cam-
puses wearing hijabs removed
them before entering classes.

Examinations scheduled for the
day are also going on in the insti-
tutions. The district administra-
tion has imposed Section 144 of
CrPC around 200-metre radius of
all high schools in the district from

Monday till February 19 to main-
tain peace.

Udupi  tehsildar  Pradee p
Kurudekar, who visited a few
schools, said Muslim students were

abiding by the High
Court's interim order
by removing hijabs be-

fore entering classes. There were
no reports of  Hindu students turn-
ing up in saffron shawls. Police
have been posted in Udupi town to
maintain law and order.
Meanwhile, Udupi Pejawar mutt
chief  Swami Vishwaprasanna
Teertha appealed to all sections
to avoid chaos and maintain peace.

About 200 ZP zones to go
to polls February 16 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  Feb  14 :
Campaigning for the first phase
of  the panchayat election ended
Monday evening with polling par-
ties having started departing for
their respective booths.

After a marathon campaign-
ing for party candidates, leaders
of  all three major political parties,
BJD, BJP and Congress hoped
their candidates would get votes.

In the first phase, 200 Zilla
Parishad zones in 71 blocks in all
30 districts will go to vote. Voting
will be carried out at 22,379 wards
and 1,669 panchayats across the
state. As many as 67.51 lakh vot-
ers will exercise their franchise
in this phase.

Polling officials have been
sent to 11 districts Monday
while officials will move to
other 19 districts Tuesday, said
State Election Commission
(SEC) secretary RN Sahu.

Meanwhile, the SEC has issued
a clarification for the validation
of  votes polled during the up-
coming panchayat elections.

The SEC's clarification comes
in the wake of  several queries re-
ceived by the commission re-
garding the validity of  a ballot
paper when a voter records his
vote for a candidate in the pre-
fold portion and again gives a
vote on a symbol not allotted to any
contesting candidate, the first
vote will not be rejected.

Panchayat Election Rules say a
ballot paper is liable for rejection
if  votes are recorded in favour of
more than one candidate in the
fray for the election.

“In the instant case, even if  the
voter has recorded his vote against
one contesting candidate and an-
other against a symbol which was
not allotted to any candidate, the
intention of  the voter is clear and
it will not be rejected,” said Sahu.

The collectors have been asked
to implement the above in-
structions while counting of
votes during in the panchayat
election, 2022.

n The only intention of
Swain, a father of five children,
was to mop up money and
acquire properties of the
women after marrying them

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: A 54-year-
old man in Odisha was arrested
Monday for duping several women
across the country after marrying
them, the police said.

The individual has been identi-
fied as Ramesh Chandra Swain
a.k.a Bidhu Prakash Swain a.k.a
Ramani Ranjan Swain, a resident
of  Kendrapara district.

Briefing the media persons about
the case, Bhubaneswar DCP
Umashankar Dash said the man
has been arrested from a rented ac-

commodation in Bhubaneswar based
on a complaint filed by a woman
school teacher of  New Delhi at
Mahila Thana here in July last year.
Swain, posing as a 'deputy director
general' rank official in the Union
Health Ministry, had married the
woman in 2018 in Delhi Arya Samaj.
Later, the teacher came to know
that the accused had cheated her, and
filed the complaint, Dash said.

During investigation, the police
found that Swain had married at
least 14 women by giving fake iden-
tity as a 'deputy director general'. He
used to establish contact with the vic-
tims through matrimonial websites.
Swain used to target middle-aged sin-
gle women who were looking for
companionship, after acquiring
their money, used to abandon them.
Lawyers, teachers, doctors and
highly-educated women, most of

them outside Odisha, are among
the victims, the police officer said.

"His only intention was to mop
up money and acquire properties
of  the women after marrying them,"

Dash said. Swain is a father of  five
children. He married first in 1982,
and the 'second marriage' took
place in 2002.

During the probe, the police also
found that Swain had married a
woman official of  the Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPF) in
Punjab and collected ̀ 10 lakh from
her. He also cheated ̀ 11 lakh from
the Gurdwara where the marriage
ceremony with the CAPF official
was held by prompting the au-
thority to set up a hospital there,
the DCP said.

Earlier, Swain was arrested by
Kerala police in 2006 for cheating
13 banks of  around `1 crore.

He was also arrested by a task
force of  Hyderabad police after
cheating many students by prom-
ising them to provide admission in
medical colleges. He had collected

about ̀ 2 crore from the students in-
cluding an owner of  a nursing
home in Hyderabad.

The police have already con-
tacted nine out of  14 victims cheated
by Swain and suspect that many
other women might be his victim,
and they may not come out due to
fear of  hampering their social pres-
tige and status.

A case has been registered against
him at the Mahila police station
under Sections 498 (A), 419, 468, 471
and 494 of  the IPC. The police will
also investigate the transaction of
the fraud money by bringing him
on remand, he added.

During a search operation in
Swain's rented house, police have
seized 11 ATM cards, 4 Aadhar
cards having different identities
and a Bihar school certificate of  dif-
ferent identity.

HC corrects ‘typo’
to ease release of
Union Min’s son
AGENCIES

Lucknow, Feb 14: The Allahabad
High Court Monday corrected its
order granting bail to Ashish Mishra,
son of  Union minister of  state for
Home minister Ajay Mishra, in
connection with the death of  four
farmers in Lakhimpur Kheri. 

Ashish Mishra had moved the
Lucknow bench of  the High Court
Friday seeking insertion of  Sections
302 (murder) and 120B (criminal con-
spiracy) of  IPC that were "inad-

vertently" not mentioned in the
high court order as the jail au-
thorities would not release him
due to the omission.

"It is a mere typographical error,
while the court already considered
the bail under these sections too and,
as such, the same may be allowed
making the addition of  these sec-
tions in the order," said the appli-
cation.  A bench of  Justice Rajeev
Singh on Monday passed the order
on the correction application.

In the bail order passed Thursday,
Sections 147, 148, 149, 307, 326, 427
read with Section 34 of  IPC, Section
30 of  the Arms Act and Section
177 of  the Motor Vehicle Act were
mentioned, but Section 302 and
Section 120 (B) were left out.  Eight
people, including four farmers,
were killed in Lakhimpur Kheri
October 3 in violence that erupted
during a farmers' protest. 

Man from Kendrapara arrested for having 14 wives 

LAXMIPUR KHERI CASE

FILE PHOTO

Govt blocks 54 more
Chinese applications
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From Feb 21, no vax proof
needed for temple entry 

Students of Government Law College dance as they celebrate Valentine’s Day in Kochi, Monday PTI PHOTO

CELEBRATING THE DAY OF LOVE

Schools reopen in
K’taka amid curfew

HIJAB ROW

HEARING ADJOURNED
Bangalore: Challenging the govern-
ment order restricting the use of any
cloth that can disturb peace, harmony
and, law and order, the girls who peti-
tioned in favour of hijab requested the
Karnataka High Court on Monday to
allow them to wear Islamic head-
scarves of the colour of the school
uniform.  The girls made the plea to
the full bench of the High Court com-
prising Chief Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi,
Justice J M Khazi and Justice Krishna
M Dixit. Meanwhile, the Karnataka
High Court adjourned further hearing
of the case to Tuesday.

PANCHAYAT POLL

CAMPAIGNING
FOR FIRST
PHASE ENDS



CHENNAI: Actress Tanya Hope played
the female lead in Magizh Thirumeni’s
Tamil film Thadam alongside Arun
Vijay and Vidya Pradeep. Now that the
film is being remade in Hindi with Aditya
Roy Kapur and Mrunal Thakur, Tanya
is happy with it.

“I think Thadam was one of  the best
movies I’ve seen as an audience. So, I’m
glad it’s being remade. It’s such a mind-
boggling story. I’m so glad I was a part
of  the original film,” she says. 

The actor is okay with remakes. “There
are some fantastic stories being made and
I’m happy they’re being made in differ-
ent languages and reaching out to a
larger audience. I have done a remake of

a Bollywood movie Vicky
Donor in Tamil too. That
film also did quite well.
I played the role that
Yami Gautam played in
the original. So, if  the
movie is good, why not re-
make it to expand the ex-
posure,” she says.

Tanya, who debuted in
2016 with the Telugu film
Appatlo Okadundevadu was
keen on working in Hindi
film industry. She is looking
forward to her debut but things
are yet to fall into place. But, the
actor is not losing hope. IANS

MUMBAI: The makers of  pan-India
film Gurthunda Seethakalam re-
leased the trailer Monday, on the oc-
casion of  Valentine’s Day. The
film’s actress Tamannaah Bhatia
says a romantic drama demands
one be more empathetic and

soft.
Star ring alongside

Satyadev, the film will nar-
rate the story of  finding
true love in today’s age
and era.

While sharing her
excitement,
Tamannaah said:
“There is a certain
charm in the love story,
Gurthunda
Seethakalam. “A romantic

drama demands you to be more
empathetic and soft, and I had the best time

exploring the same nuances as an actor.”
She added: “I am really looking forward

to the film's release because I am sure it
will resonate with the audience.”

Tamannaah has Hindi films Plan A Plan
B and Yaar Dost to release in a few days. IANS

MUMBAI: Actress Alia Bhatt will be
finishing off  a decade of  her career,

and has worked with celebrities like
Shah Rukh Khan and Sanjay
Dutt in movies like Dear Zindagi
and Sadak 2, respectively.
Currently the actress is all set
to share the screen space with
Ajay Devgn in her upcoming
film Gangubai Kathiawadi.
During a recent interview,
Alia spoke about the film in-
dustry and the longevity of
these actors. 

The film industry is the
‘most brutal industry’ and
it’s difficult to survive more

than six months or a year
until one gives his/her 100 per
cent to it, said the Raazi actress. 

She also said that be it Ajay or
Shah Rukh, they do not come
with the baggage of  being a
superstar to the set. They
come, they do their job and go

home, and return the next
day to repeat the same.
“When I see superstars,
they are very normal, not
really creating a big fuss or
whatever. They are stars
for the audience but at 

the end of  the day, when they
come on the sets, they are

working,” added
Alia. 

AGENCIES

P2 INT’L SERIES MODERN LOVE TO BE 
ADAPTED IN INDIAN LANGUAGES

leisure
On the occasion of Valentine’s Day, 
the adaptations of Anne 
Hathaway-starrer international hit
series, Modern Love launching in three
Indian languages - Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu, was announced Monday.

Singer Adele’s three-bedroom flat in London
boasts some amazing traits. The modern
development boasts a 24-hour concierge team,
as well as an energy centre, a swimming pool,
a sauna and a gym and of course a
McDonald’s, reports femalefirst.co.uk.
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AQUARIUS
You plot and plan well
today! A lot of your time,
energy and money may go
into less productive activities. But the
quality of your work will near perfection.
Keep it up, says Ganesha, it is this creativi-
ty which gives you an edge over others.

PISCES
You can probably count your
chickens before they hatch
today, for it is likely that
every nest-egg you expect to mint money
will. A good day to trade in the stock mar-
kets as well, as long as you keep in mind
that the horns of a rampaging Bull market
can be every bit as deadly as the paws of a
lumbering Bear market, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
For you, appreciation and
recognition for the efforts
you put in may be delayed,
but it's not denied. There's is no point 
losing heart and getting disappointed.
This may only affect your work, instead,
wait for a better tomorrow, Ganesha says
giving you hope.

LIBRA
Your family is the corner-
stone of your success. And
today is no different. Your
auspicious day starts from your home,
and you manage to carry this luck every-
where you go with the same tempo and
gusto, predicts Ganesha. Your smile
enables you to keep winning people to
your side.

SCORPIO
You will spend most of the
day in self-introspection and
in testing your capabilities.
You will take all the needed steps to
improve your professional proficiency.
Your rare insight and gifted understanding
of human nature will prepare you for lead-
ership in the near future, hopes Ganesha.

LEO
The trader in you comes to
the fore today. With an
impeccable eye for recog-
nising profitable avenues, you will quickly
spot opportunities that arise from buying
goods at cheaper prices, and selling them
off at a rate that leaves you with a lump
sum profit. Start with small transactions,
and treat each transaction with care
before you plunge into bigger ventures,
like the Bull-n-Bear tussle of the stock
markets. Ganesha wishes you all the suc-
cess today.

VIRGO
Ganesha foretells that your
writing abilities will help
you give vent to your emo-
tions without hurting others. You will 
finish all your incomplete tasks success-
fully. Ganesha says that you will experi-
ence success in everything that you
choose to do today.

GEMINI
You will be lost in the mem-
ories of the past today. You
will be in a nostalgic frame
of mind. Intellectual pursuits will 
attract you. Do not let your past lay a
shadow upon your present and your
future, says Ganesha.

CANCER
When the going gets tough,
it's better to go with the
flow. But you belong to a
school of thought that believes that in
such troubled times, it's better to stay 
out of water altogether. Since it is not
your day today, you are likely to postpone
all important decisions and work.
Ganesha approves.

ARIES
You have to take care of
your health, and at last you
realise the importance of
diet and exercise. However, today you
may wish to eat something new, or try
some different cuisine. Ganesha says go
out with some old friends whom you have
been neglecting of late.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
You will find comfort,
perched on a branch in the
family tree, today. Your
maturity will help you deal with emotion-
al issues with ease. Energy and exuber-
ance will be an investment you make
today, the results of which you will reap
in the days to come, hopes Ganesha.

CAPRICORN
The achievements of the
day may make you feel like
you were born to succeed in
life. Yes, you will be successful in whatev-
er you do today, even if you don't try too
hard for it, says Ganesha. But it's impor-
tant that you at least take an initiative
and not expect rewards to come for no
reason. Make the most of the day for for-
tune may not be as favourable tomorrow.
Your friends and those you socialise with
will praise you for your sterling quality
and powerful personality.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

SPECTACULAR FEATURES OF 
ADELE’S LONDON HOME 

MUMBAI:  The anthology series
Falling in Love Again based on
Ruskin Bond’s romantic short
stories was announced Monday.
The project is currently in pre-pro-
duction with casting and the di-
rector yet to be locked.

Commenting on the develop-
ment, the celebrated author said,
“Love is that one emotion that re-
mains timeless. Everything can
change around us and yet our
desire to be loved remains. Over
the years, I have written a lot
about love, for every age group.
These are stories of  deep friend-
ship, companionship and every-

thing in between.”
He added, “When the opportu-

nity of  these stories being adapted
for screen came by way, I had to
say yes. It is a good reminder that
all we need from life are the sim-
ple things and I want the gener-
ations to come to know a bit of  it
before the fast paced world we
live in depletes it.”

Producers Deepak Mukut and
Mansi Bagla have joined the forces
to bring the stories to the fore
under their banners of  Soham
Rockstar Entertainment Pvt Ltd
and Mini Films.

Talking about ‘love’ - the theme
of  the anthology, Deepak Mukut
said, “The last two years have left
a deep void in our hearts. I think
it’s the perfect time to explore sto-
ries of  love, of  sweet bygone
times.”

He further said,
“These stories are
packed in nos-
talgia and
charm which
will be such
a delight to
watch on

screen. I am so excited
that Ruskin Bond has

trusted us with his
precious works and

we will do our best
to live up to the
expectations of
his fans.”  IANS

‘Love remains timeless’ 
THE ROMANTIC SHORT STORIES OF RUSKIN BOND WILL TAKE THE
FORM OF AN ANTHOLOGY SERIES TITLED FALLING IN LOVE AGAIN

Ruskin Bond

Poster of the anthology series

‘Romantic drama
demands one be
more empathetic’

Showbiz is the 
most brutal 
industry: Alia

Tanya glad her Tamil film
being remade in Hindi
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IN MEMORIAM 
Youths take out a candle
march, organised by 
Choudwar-Cuttack BJD, at
College Square in the
Silver City to pay 
homage to Pulwama
martyrs, Monday

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 41,29,56,290  33,35,30,200 58,37,065  

India 4,26,65,534  4,16,77,641  5,09,011  

Odisha 12,78,121   12,59,796 8,904

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: The state
government Monday directed the
authorities to ensure that paid hol-
iday is granted to employees en-
gaged in various public sector un-
der takings,  cor porations,
establishments, business, trade
and industrial units to exercise
their franchise in the upcoming
panchayat polls.

The Labour and ESI department
has asked the Revenue Divisional
Commissioners (RDCs), PSUs, es-
tablishments, business, trade and
industrial undertakings to ensure
enforcement of  the order of  the
State Election Commission (SEC)
on panchayat elections, scheduled
to be held in five phases—February
16, 18, 20, 22 and 24.

“The SEC has directed that every
person employed in any business,

trade, industrial undertaking or
any other establishment and de-
siring to vote in the said election shall
be granted paid holiday on the date
of  poll. Any violation of  the above
instruction will be treated as an of-
fence. The written application by the
employees will be sufficient to show
their enrolment in a particular

gram panchayat,” the Labour and
ESI department’s order said.

Notably, the state government
had earlier directed all Principal
Secretaries, Heads of  Departments,
District Collectors, the Panchayati
Raj & Drinking Water department
to grant special casual leave to em-
ployees who desire to vote at places
away from their headquarters on
the date of  the poll.

The special casual leave will be
granted for a maximum of  three
days—one day preceding the poll,
the poll day and one day after the
poll. “The leave to be granted may
be treated as special casual leave
in addition to normal casual leave
admissible to them during the cal-
endar year 2022. The written ap-
plication by the employees will be
sufficient to show their enrolment
in a particular gram panchayat,”
the state government had said.

State allows paid holiday
for employees on poll day

The State Election Commission has
directed that every person employed

in any business, trade, industrial 
undertaking or any other 

establishment and desiring to vote in
the said election shall be granted

paid holiday on the date of poll

Any violation of the above instruction
will be treated as an offence

The written application by the 
employees will be sufficient to show

their enrolment in a particular 
gram panchayat

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: The state
CT & GST enforcement squad Monday
busted a racket claiming erroneous
refund of  Rs 4.38 crore by Maa Salara
Fly Ash Bricks in Cuttack.

The squad raided the fly ash man-
ufacturing unit and the residence of
its proprietor in Cuttack, and de-
tected a fraud involving claiming of
the erroneous GST refund. “Huge
amounts of  ITC have remained
unutilised as the main raw material-
-cement is taxable at 28%, whereas
the finished product—fly ash bricks

is taxable at 12%. But during verifi-
cation, it was learnt that the taxpayer
has shown fictitious purchases of  ce-
ment from places like Jagatsinghpur
and Sukinda despite being located at
Cuttack. Bricks were also found man-
ufactured disproportionate to the con-
sumption of  cement,” an official said.

It is suspected that the mastermind
arranged fake purchase invoices
without receipt of  cement and
utilised the ITC to discharge tax
and claimed refund of  balance ITC.
The accused has not utilised any e-
way bill for purchase of  the goods,
said the official. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: The
Commissionerate Police has arrested
two cybercriminals from Jharkhand
for duping an Odisha engineer of
Rs 30,000 in January this year. 

The accused were identified as
Kamal Jaiswal, 21, and Ananda
Kumar Bhagat, 28, of  Hutty area in
Giridih district of  Jharkhand.

Police said the victim, Rahul
Gupta, who has been working as a
civil engineer at Paradip was on a
trip to the City here January 31
when he received a text message
from a mobile number (77820063690
with a link for updating Know Your

Customer (KYC) with his bank.
“Gupta clicked on it and filled the
details. Within minutes, the crim-
inals siphoned off  Rs 30,064.89 from
his account,” said an official.

The victim approached the Cyber
Crime police that registered a case
(4/22) and started a probe. The ac-
cused duo was arrested from
Jharkhand. They were produced be-
fore a court here that sent them to
14 days judicial custody.

Five mobile phones, three SIM
cards and two bank passbooks were
recovered from them. The police
also found nearly 55 cyber fraud
cases were pending against the duo
at several police stations.

Orissa High Court Chief Justice S Muralidhar administers the oath of office to Justices V Narasingh, Biraja Prasanna Satapathy and Murahari Sri Raman at 
the new conference hall of HC’s old building in Cuttack, Monday OP PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cuttack, Feb 14: Orissa High
Court Chief  Justice S Muralidhar
Monday administered the oath of
office to three new judges.

The strength of  the court has
gone up to 21 against the sanc-

tioned number of  33, which was re-
cently enhanced by the state gov-
ernment from 27.

Justices V Narasingh, Biraja
Prasanna Satapathy and Murahari
Sri Raman were sworn-in at a sim-
ple ceremony inside the court prem-
ises in Cuttack.

Last month, proposals of  their
names were accepted by the
Supreme Court collegiums along
with that of  Sanjay Kumar Mishra.
But the President gave appoint-
ments to only three of  them
February 10.

The three judges were earlier

practicing law for the past several
years and they were elevated to
the bench against the vacancies
reserved for members of  the bar.

Last year, the bench of  the High
Court was strengthened by ap-
pointment of  three new judges and
transfer of  two judges.

GST ENFORCEMENT SQUAD 
BUSTS TAX FRAUD RACKET 

2 cybercrooks nabbed from J’khand

L ong Covid symptoms could be
linked to the effect of  the virus
on the vagus nerve—one of

the most important multi-func-
tional nerves in the body, according
to a study.

The vagus nerve is responsible for
a wide variety of  bodily functions,
including controlling heart rate,
speech, the gag reflex, transferring
food from the mouth to the stomach,
moving food through the intestines,
sweating, and many others.

The study led by researchers

from University Hospital Germans
Trias i Pujol in Spain, said that
SARS-CoV-2-mediated vagus nerve
dysfunction (VND) could explain
some long Covid symptoms, in-
cluding dysphonia (persistent voice
problems), dysphagia (difficulty
in swallowing), dizziness, tachy-
cardia (abnormally high heart
rate), orthostatic hypotension (low
blood pressure) and diarrhoea.

“Our findings so far point at
vagus nerve dysfunction as a cen-
tral pathophysiological feature of

long Covid,” said Dr Gemma Llados
from the University hospital.

The team performed a pilot, ex-
tensive morphological and func-
tional evaluation of  the vagus nerve,
using imaging and functional tests
in a prospective observational co-
hort of  348 long Covid subjects
with symptoms suggestive of  VND.

About 66 per cent showed at least
one symptom suggestive of  VND,
up to 14 months. Further tests were
carried out in the first 22 subjects
with VND symptoms. IANS

Study links long Cov with nerve
responsible for heart rate, speech

3 new Orissa High Court judges take oath
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Hyderabad, Feb 14: People with
epilepsy can lead a normal life,
but it is the attitude of  the 
society  towards  them that  
impacts the quality of  their life,
according to doctors.

With recurrent seizures, people
with epilepsy are at risk of  fre-
quent injuries, burns and even
loss of  life. They are stigmatised in
the society and discriminated
against, while also struggling to
establish relationships, get edu-
cated and being employed. 

However, an empathetic approach
towards them will help them stay
strong and lead a normal life. On
the International Epilepsy Day

commemorated February 14, doc-
tors provide answers to certain
misnomers. 

Healthcare in India has advanced
to a great extent and now it is med-
ically possible to evaluate and map
the possibility of  future seizures and
prescribe required solutions. Hence
tackling such problems has be-
come easy now. 

“Medication is needed to con-
trol seizures and treat epilepsy
and anti-seizure medications help
to control seizures in nearly seven
out of  every 10 persons with
epilepsy. Persons with epilepsy
must strictly avoid self-medication
and seek right medical advice to en-
sure that epilepsy is well con-
trolled,” said Sita Jayalakshmi,
Senior Consultant Neurologist at
KIMS Hospitals. 

On additional causes that re-
sult in epilepsy, Neurology
Consultant at Wockhardt Hospital
(Nagpur) Amit Bhatti observed
that even stress could sometimes
cause epilepsy among people with
weak nervous systems, and more
stress could increase severity of
the problem. 

“It is important to note that
stress affects brain development
among children, which could
have complications in the latter

stages of  life. In fact, the most 
common causes of  onset seizures
are the structural changes that
occur to the brain.” 

Abhinay M Huchche, Consultant
Neurologist at SLG Hospitals, said,
“Epilepsy can be treated and there
is surgery route too. While the all-
pervading myth has been that
there is no treatment to epilepsy,
historically patients have been put
to various rustic, non-medical and
unproven methods believed to
tame epilepsy. This includes shak-
ing patients and making them hold
metal. On the positive side, the

fact is that epilepsy has inexpen-
sive yet effective medical solutions
and around 70 per cent of  those
treated lead normal lives.” 

Commenting on understanding
the problem, Neuro Physician at
Aware Gleneagles Global Hospitals
Suresh Reddy said anyone can de-
velop epilepsy, and it affects both
males and females of  all races, eth-
nic backgrounds and ages. “Seizure
symptoms can vary widely from
some simply turning blank for a
few seconds during a seizure, while
others repeatedly twitching their
arms or legs. Having a single seizure

doesn’t mean you have epilepsy. At
least two unprovoked seizures with-
out a known trigger that happen at
least 24 hours apart are generally re-
quired for an epilepsy diagnosis.” 

According to  Kar thik Y,
Consultant Neuro Surgeon of
Century Hospital, one of  the major
challenges epilepsy patients en-
counter is low confidence level and
uncertain fear of  its occurrence. 

“The families of  epileptic pa-
tients, especially the elders and
parents who are dealing with
seizures in children, need to un-
derstand the disease and know
more from doctors. Usually it’s im-
portant to find the underlying cause

of  seizures and treat it accordingly.
In most of  the cases, medical treat-
ment is sufficient. But in few re-
fractory cases, surgical treatment
is an emerging victor. Most im-
portantly, it needs to be treated at
any cost without ignoring. In fact,
epilepsy stands next only to stroke
in neuro related deaths,” he said. 

Besides conventional treatment,
epilepsy awareness assumes vital
importance as most of  the cases
become complex only because treat-
ment was never received or began
very late in adolescence or adulthood. 

The role of  doctors cannot be
restricted to treatment but tran-
scends to creating awareness and
taking message to patients, fami-
lies and the society in particular. 

Many training facilities and
physicians need to upgrade them-
selves with the knowledge and fa-
cilities to treat persons with com-
plex epilepsies. Ongoing research
and legislations are much needed
in guiding the fight against epilepsy. 

Doctors say with awareness,
most persons with epilepsy who
take medical treatment can lead
normal lives, remain employed,
get married, have children and be
productive members of  the society.
Also, if  attention is paid, a lot of
epilepsies can be prevented.

INTERNATIONAL EPILEPSY DAY

EMPATHY TOWARDS PEOPLE WITH EPILEPSY CRUCIAL
Doctors say with 

awareness, most persons
with epilepsy who take

medical treatment 
can lead normal lives,
remain employed, get
married, have children

and be productive 
members of the society

Besides conventional
treatment, epilepsy
awareness assumes 
vital importance as 
most of the cases
become complex only
because treatment was
never received or began
very late in adolescence
or adulthood

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Feb 14: The National
Cadet Corps (NCC) Group Head
Quarters here established a
.22mm Indoor Simulator Room in
Old Sectt complex, in a bid to
provide quality training to the
budding cadets.

The simulator was inaugurated
by Commodore Somen Banerjee,
Deputy Director General of  NCC
Odisha Dte, in presence of  NCC
Cuttack Group Commander
Colonel Rajinish Kapoor, Lt Col
Umesh Marwaha, OC 4 O CTC,
PI Staff, CTO and NCC Cadets of
St Xaviers School.

The indoor Simulator will train
the cadets on various aspects of
holding, aiming and trigger oper-

ation of  .22mm rifles in indoor
conditions before going to ranges
for actual firing. 

The team imparting training
has been trained at Simulator
Design and Development Centre

at Military College of  EME,
Secunderabad.

A total of  six simulators have
been established by NCC
Directorate Odisha at various lo-
cations across the state.

NCC Cuttack HQ unveils 
.22 mm Simulator room

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Oral and
maxillofacial surgeons from dif-
ferent institutes came together to
spread awareness about the spe-
cialty of  the maxillofacial surgery
at an event organised recently at the
Institute of  Dental Sciences and
SUM Hospital in the Capital city
to commemorate the birth 
anniversary of  Dr. Minoo Sorabjee
Ginwalla, who is the first oral sur-
geon in India.

The Association of  Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgeons’ of  India
(AOMSI) observes February 
13  as  the day of  oral  and
Maxillofacial  surgeons to  
commemorate its first meeting
held on this date in 1969.

Surgeons from SCB Medical
College and Hospital in Cuttack,
Hi-tech Dental College, Kalinga
Institute of  Dental Sciences 
and IMS and SUM Hospital in the
City attended the program and
spoke about prevention of  oral can-
cer, road safety measures and issues
concerning domestic violence.

Dance, song, quiz and face paint-
ing competitions were organised
among the dental surgeons of  four
different dental colleges to mark
the event.

Oral  and maxillofacial  
surgery is a surgical branch, one
of  the nine specialties of  dentistry,
for correction of  a wide spectrum
of  diseases, injuries and defects
in the head, neck, face, jaws and the
hard and soft tissues of  the oral and
maxillofacial region.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: The Birla
School of  Commerce of  the Birla
Global University (BGU) here re-
cently organised a webinar on
‘Union Budget 2022 - Implications
on Indian Financial Sector’.

Certified Financial Planner and
Managing Director of
Wallet4wealth Trinath Lenka joined
the session as a resource person and
addressed students, faculty mem-
bers of  BGU and other partici-
pants. He gave a detailed view of  the
Budget by giving a glance at the ac-
tual and budgeted figures of  the
Union government.

Lenka also elaborated on the
current Budget being another
step towards self-reliant India
with focus on four pillars of  de-
velopment—inclusive develop-
ment, productivity enhancement,
energy transition and climate ac-
tion, making it an investment
based Budget. He also updated
the attendees with new concepts
of  digital rupee and tax on cryp-
tocurrencies.

The session was chaired by
Samson Moharana, Dean of  Birla
School of  Commerce, and moder-
ated and coordinated by Lopamudra
Nayak, Assistant Professor at the
school. BP Bijay Sankar proposed
the vote of  thanks.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: The daily
Covid-19 cases in Odisha have
come down below 1000-mark with
859 persons testing positive for
the viral infection during the last
24 hours, Health department 
officials said Monday.

According to  the state
Information and Public Relation de-
partment, out of  the 859 new Covid-
19 cases, 172 were from the 0-18 age
group, 503 cases were detected
among people under quarantine
and 356 are the local contact cases.

This is the lowest daily case
the state has recorded since
January 4. Khurda district con-
tinued to remain in top of  the
daily infection list with 105 fresh
cases, followed by Koraput (71),
Cuttack (65) and Sundargarh (62).
All remaining districts of  Odisha
recorded below 50 cases.

The daily test positivity rate
has also decreased to 1.45 per cent
from 1.82 per cent recorded Sunday.
The active case load in Odisha
stood at 11,324. However, the fa-
talities continued to remain high
i n  O d i s h a  w i t h  t h e  h e a l t h  

department confirming the death
of  another 20 persons due to 
Covid-19 following due audit.

Six death cases were reported
from Balasore district, while four
persons died due to the virus in
Jajpur district, two each in Puri
and Cuttack and one each in
Bhadrak, Kendrapara, Keonjhar,
Jagatsinghpur, Dhenkanal and
Bhubaneswar, the Health depart-
ment said. With this, the Covid-19
death toll in the state now has in-
creased to 8,904. Odisha had reg-
istered 1,148 Covid-19 cases and
22 deaths Sunday.

Meanwhile, schools for Class I to
VII students have been reopened in
the state Monday for sanitization
and cleanness of  the campus.
However, physical classes for the pri-
mary students will  resume
February 28.

State records below
1,000 new Cov cases 

IN A NUTSHELL

Out of the 859 new Covid-19
cases, 172 were from the 0-18

age group, 503 cases were detected
among people under quarantine and
356 are the local contact cases

The daily test positivity rate has
also decreased to 1.45 per cent

from 1.82 per cent recorded Sunday.
The active case load in Odisha 
stood at 11,324

The fatalities continued to remain
high in Odisha with the health

department confirming the death of
another 20 persons due to Covid-19
following due audit

BGU WEBINAR
ON BUDGET ’22 

Maxillofacial
Surgeons’ Day
observed in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik appre-
ciated Susmita Bagchi and Subroto
Bagchi for joining hands with IISc
Bangalore to set up a PG Medical
School along with a multi-specialty
hospital in its campus in Bangalore. 

He wrote in his twitter handle,
“Appreciate Mrs @Susmita4Odisha,
Shri @skilledinodisha, Mrs Radha
Parthasarathy and Shri @nspartha
for joining hands with @iiscban-
galore to set up a PG Medical School
along with a multi-specialty hos-
pital. May the magnanimous ges-

ture inspire many others towards
philanthropy.”

Appreciating the couple’s 
contribution to the state in 
the past, the CM wrote further,
“Mrs & Mr Bagchi have already
announced generous contributions
to set up a state-of-the-art cancer 
hospital and a palliative care 
centre in Bhubaneswar. Their 
generosity and voluntary contri-
bution through @MoSchoolOdisha
& @skilled_odisha will continue
to inspire others.”

Last year on the auspicious oc-
casion of  Rath Yatra, Naveen had
laid foundation stone for the Bagchi-

Karunashraya Palliative Care &
Bagchi-Shri Shankara Cancer
Centre near Info valley on the out-
skirt of  Bhubaneswar. 

The Indian Institute of  Science
(IISc) has received its single largest
private donation of  `425 crore to
help build an 800-bed multi-spe-
cialty hospital in Bangalore. In
line with global examples of  inte-
grating science, engineering and
medicine under a single institu-
tion, IISc will be setting up a
Postgraduate Medical School along
with a multi-specialty hospital in
its Bangalore campus. 

The academic centre piece of

this initiative will be an integrated
dual degree MD-PhD programme
aimed at creating a new breed of
physician-scientists, who will pur-
sue careers in clinical research to
develop new treatments and health-
care solutions, driven by a bench-
to-bedside philosophy. They will
be trained simultaneously in the
hospital as well as in the science and
engineering laboratories at IISc. 

The couples will collectively do-
nate ̀ 425 crore (USD 60 million) for
the project. This is the largest sin-
gle private donation received by
IISc. The hospital will be named as
the Bagchi-Parthasarathy Hospital.

Naveen pat for Bagchi couple’s philanthropy

AFFIDAVIT
By virtue of  an affidavit
before Notary Public,
Chatrapur, Ganjam,
Odisha dated 11.02.2022. I,
Arpita Behera, W/o.-
Rasmi Ranjan Behera,
Devinagar, 3rd Lane,
Chatrapur, Ganjam,
Odisha-761020 hereby
declare that my name has
been changed as Arpita
Behera instead of  Arpita
Kumari Behera after
marriage. I shall be
known as Arpita Behera
for all purposes. This
affidavit to be produced
before the HSC Board and
CHSE Board, Odisha to
correct the name in my
Certificates as Arpita
Behera.

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Khimji
Jewellers announced the winners
of  its ‘Lovestruck 2022’ contest
which was held to add sparkle to
the Valentine’s week. 

The winners were awarded with
gold coins as promised. The win-
ners of  the ‘Selfie Contest' were
Sunita Patel from Jharsuguda,
Resma Jena from Berhampur,
Shilpa Jena from Rourkela, Aera
from Chandrasekharpur, Swati
Patnaik from the Flagship store.
Winner of  the ‘Lucky Draw’ was
Sunita Rout. 

To celebrate the festival of  love,
Khimji had launched its Valentine’s
collection ‘Lovestruck 2022’, an ex-
clusive collection of  affordable di-
amond jewellery themed on the
heart. The collection included di-
amond studded gold pendants, rings,
bracelets and ear-studs available
in all the six Khimji stores in state.

Lovestruck 2022
winners rewarded

VALENTINE’S DAY

Girls pose for a photo at Esplanade One mall in Bhubaneswar on Valentine’s Day,  Monday  OP PHOTO

Plus III final year students stage a demonstration near Master Canteen Square in Bhubaneswar, Monday, demanding
online examination OP PHOTO 

DEMO FOR ONLINE EXAM 
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I t is an irony that when Sri Lanka’s foreign minister GL Peiris spoke highly
of  improved Sri Lanka-India relations, Sri Lankan Tamil MP CV
Wigneswaran asked India, hours before Peiris’ arrival in Delhi last week,

to be wary of  the understanding between Sri Lanka and China. According
to Wigneswaran, Sri Lanka’s closeness to China could possibly pose a threat
to India. He also charged the Sri Lankan government with trying to drive a
wedge between the Tamil population in the north and east of  Sri Lanka by
settling ethnic Sinhalese group in the Tamil-dominated parts of  the coun-
try. China is implementing several projects, including electricity generation
in three islands just about 50 km away from India. This, the MP said, would
harm India’s interests. In addition, the lease of  15,000 acres of  land in south-
ern Sri Lanka for 99 years given to China should not be music to India’s ears,
he warned.

True, tensions in the Indo-Sri Lankan relationship have considerably
eased and Colombo appears to be ready more than ever before to hail col-
laborations with India, but it could be the economic crisis the island coun-
try is facing that is prompting it to make friendly overtures to India. It is now
confronted with dire shortages of  essential commodities, fuel and medicines
for which it has appealed to several friendly countries, including India, for
help. To win India’s confidence, it has finally cleared the Trincomalee stor-
age tanks deal shelved for nearly two decades. 

Before the Sri Lankan foreign minister’s visit to India, another develop-
ment took place. Tamil legislators of  the country had written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi a few weeks back seeking New Delhi’s intervention
to push the Rajapaksa government to find a lasting solution to the problem
of  implementing all the provisions laid out in the 13th Amendment, also known
as 13A. This is a thorny issue still causing strain in the bilateral ties between
India and Sri Lanka. The 13th Amendment became part of  Sri Lanka’s
Constitution as an offshoot of  the India-Sri Lanka Peace Accord. The amend-
ment led to the creation of  Provincial Councils. Under this, the Sri Lankan
government had pledged a power-sharing arrangement to enable all nine provinces
in the country, including Sinhala-majority areas, the right to self-govern. However,
successive governments in Colombo have not fully implemented the amend-
ment, despite New Delhi’s repeated pleadings. This explains why External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar told his Sri Lankan counterpart to ensure “equal-
ity, justice, peace, and respect for the Tamil people within a united Sri Lanka”
by implementing the long-pending 13th Amendment. He contended this
would best serve Sri Lanka’s own interests. It is understandable Jaishankar
has to be tactful while nudging Colombo to decentralise its powers so that the
Sri Lankan Tamils are not marginalised and federal governance is assured.
Bilateral ties had hit rough waters last year when the Rajapaksa regime
cancelled the $500-million East Container Terminal project - a tripartite
agreement among Sri Lanka, India, and Japan - in February 2021 and instead
handed over the West Container Terminal (WCT) development plan to the Adani
Group, seeking private investment. However, Sri Lanka’s current economic
crisis has opened up new opportunities for India to strengthen its relation-
ship with Sri Lanka and check China’s overreaching influence on the coun-
try. Last week, New Delhi extended a $500 million line of  credit to Sri Lanka
to enable it to purchase petroleum products as the country continues to face
a severe foreign exchange and energy crisis.

It is only natural that the Sri Lankan Tamils in order to protect their own
interests will try to play on India’s fears about China’s stratagems to keep
Sri Lanka within its orbit of  influence and encircle India from all sides. But,
in a strange way, a friendly neighbourhood in north and east Sri Lanka in
the form of  Sri Lankan Tamils enjoying the fruits of  decentralised power
will be to India’s advantage as well. What remains a matter of  concern, how-
ever, is the continued reluctance of  President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to engage
with the Sri Lankan Tamils. He has not met Tamil parliamentarians even
once since he was voted to office in November 2019. On the other hand, the
government says a new draft Constitution written by a “committee of  ex-
perts” could be submitted to Parliament soon. It is this move that has caused
anxiety in the Tamil political leadership which fears the government will
negate the promise of  decentralisation and help a centralised power struc-
ture get entrenched.

Against this backdrop, the United Nations Human Rights Council’s debate
February 28 on alleged human rights abuses by the Sri Lankan Army at the
end of  the civil war in 2009 offers an opportunity to India to use the occa-
sion to make Sri Lanka address the concerns of  its Tamil population. India
is in a tricky position. Reports suggest the UNHRC may indict Sri Lanka and
if  India becomes a party to it, that may affect the ties between the two coun-
tries. A middle path could benefit all the stakeholders in which case India
may extract concessions from the Sri Lankan government for the Tamils in
lieu of  India’s backing at the session.

I t has been 30 years since world
leaders gathered in Rio de Janeiro
and agreed on a set of  measures

to start the global mobilisation
against human-caused climate
change and to meet the imperative
of  a more sustainable development
model. Their Rio Declaration af-
firmed that “human beings are at
the center of  concerns for sustain-
able development. They are enti-
tled to a healthy and productive life
in harmony with nature.”

Today, tens of  millions of  people
who were not even born in 1992
are suffering the worst of  the cli-
mate crisis. In a world already
plagued by economic inequality
and social injustice, COVID-19 has
exposed and exacerbated the pol-
icy failures of  the past three decades.
Political leaders have not lived up
to their previous commitments.

One of  Rio’s strongest legacies
is the creation of  the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change. The UNFCCC has been
the key multilateral body in the
international community's effort
to strengthen the political con-
sensus on climate action through
annual Conference of  the Parties
(COP) summits.

At COP26 in Glasgow last
November, there was some progress
toward strengthening the 2015 Paris
climate agreement’s nationally de-
termined contributions to emis-

sions reduction, closing the gap in
financing for climate adaptation,
and ending the use of  coal. But
these advances were nowhere close
to sufficient, given the existential
threat posed by rising emissions and
temperatures.

That is why 2022 must be the year
of  accountability, with all major
emitters delivering on the prom-
ises of  the so-called Glasgow Climate
Pact. That declaration maintained
a lifeline for limiting global warm-
ing to 1.5° Celsius, relative to pre-in-
dustrial levels, as agreed in the
Paris accord. All countries at COP26
promised to step up their ambitions
and revisit their emissions-reduc-
tion targets as soon as this year. In
concrete terms, those who still have
not set Paris-aligned 2030 targets
should do so by COP27 in Sharm El-
Sheikh this November. While all
countries must fast-track imple-
mentation of  their new commit-
ments, it is particularly important
that wealthy G20 economies do so,
because they are responsible for
most global emissions.

Climate finance remains an-
other critical part of  the puzzle. It
has been over a decade since rich
countries pledged, at COP15 in
Copenhagen, to provide $100 billion
annually to support developing
countries in their mitigation and
adaptation efforts. That target has
never been met. In the interests of

global trust and goodwill, rich coun-
tries must follow through on this
commitment this year.

COP27 will be held by an African
country, on the shores of  the Red
Sea. Africa is the continent most vul-
nerable to climate change, despite
African countries’ negligible con-
tribution to the problem. In the in-
terest of  justice and solidarity, I
hope to see Africa speak with one
voice to ensure that COP27 ad-
vances the region’s concerns on
adaptation, finance, and loss and
damage (L&D) – the acknowl-
edgement that countries are suf-
fering climate effects beyond their
ability to adapt.

COP26 left unfinished business
on L&D, because the United States,
backed by the European Union,
postponed the creation of  a new fi-
nancial mechanism to rebuild com-
munities in the aftermath of  cli-
mate-related disasters. Country
representatives nonetheless have
committed to holding further dis-
cussions on the issue, which means
that COP27 represents a major op-
portunity to achieve a break-
through.

An effective L&D fund is in-
creasingly important for climate-vul-
nerable states. At COP26, the Scottish
government and the Belgian re-
gion of  Wallonia took the first step
by pledging $2.7 million and $1 mil-
lion, respectively, for L&D (with

matching funds from philanthropic
organisations). But this money cur-
rently has nowhere to go.

Another encouraging develop-
ment is the deal concluded by South
Africa, the EU, the United Kingdom,
the US, France, and Germany to sup-
port South Africa’s ‘just transi-
tion’ away from coal. This now
needs to be built upon – and emu-
lated elsewhere.

The spirit of  multilateralism that
animated the Rio summit and its out-
come remains indispensable today,
even though the geopolitical cli-
mate is fraught with tensions, mu-
tual suspicion, and weak institu-
tions. As my fellow Elder Ban
Ki-moon told the ‘Generation Green’
audience, “We all have a part to
play in addressing the climate cri-
sis – especially those with the power
needed to bring about change.”

To honour the legacy of  the Rio
summit, to meet the needs of  those
already living with the conse-
quences of  the climate crisis, and
to limit the repercussions for future
generations, we all must strive to
go further and faster to protect our
shared home. And 2022 must be
the turning point.

The writer, a former
President of  Ireland and UN

High Commissioner for
Human Rights, is Chair of

The Elders. 
©PROJECT SYNDICATE

IT’S ALL YOURS…AFTER 25 YRS
I

ndia’s economic performance
has been among the worst in
the world. According to the
IMF in 2020, India’s growth

was (-) 7.96, placing the country at
the 150th rank, nearly at the bot-
tom of  the line-up of  countries.
This position reflects the mis-
management of  COVID – India’s
stimulus package was the weakest
among developed and similarly
placed countries. Further, even
before COVID, the economy was
sliding down from around 8.2%
growth in 2016-17 to 4% in 2019-20.
And even before that in 2016, de-
monetisation was akin to shooting
at the tyres of  a speeding car. 

The COVID crash was so severe
that the recovery in 2020 may ap-
pear one of  the highest in the
world. Data shows that the econ-
omy would be barely climbing
back to the pre-COVID level of
2019-20. Even this achievement
would depend upon the severity of
the economic impact of  the
Omicron wave. Therefore, un-
doubtedly, the key macro-economic
feature is that of  stagnation. Of  the
key variables of  aggregate de-
mand exports and domestic in-
vestments seem to have climbed
back to the 2019-20 level but this
does not include private con-
sumption demand. Many who ex-
pected the Union Budget would
at least try to fill this demand gap
have been deeply disappointed.

The budget estimate of  overall
expenditure is `39.45 lakh crore,
which is only 4.6% higher than
the revised estimate for the previous
year. If  one were to consider in-
flation, there would be a real drop
in the government expenditure.
The economy is expected to grow
8%-8.5% in real terms during 2022-
23, which implies that government
expenditure-GDP ratio would take
a dip during the current year. This
is a perverse response to the cur-
rent economic stagnation and
would weaken recovery.

An explanation is that the gov-
ernment has been forced to be pru-
dent because of  inflation consid-
erations. This is totally misplaced
reasoning as the simple fact is that
the present inflation is not because

of  high demand but on account of
cost-push factors. The biggest cul-
prit in pushing up the cost and
prices is the increase in prices of
petroleum products. A key prem-
ise of  the budget calculations is that
the international price of  crude oil
would remain at $70-75 per barrel.
But it has already breached $93
per barrel. The increase in retail
prices in India is held in check be-
cause of  the state elections. The
budget should have rolled back in
entirety the additional taxes and
cess imposed on petrol and diesel
since 2014, when international
crude oil prices saw a sharp fall and
the argument was that the new
taxes would therefore not get re-
flected in domestic retail prices. The
Union finance minister does not
want to adhere to the same logic
when the crude oil price trend has
reversed and has now moved up
sharply. Therefore, the Budget is
a recipe for stagflation.

The great expectations of  the
Budget are on capital expenditure
and the focus on digital technology.
The ‘Effective Capital Expenditure’
is `10.68 lakh crore in 2022-23 or
about 4.1% of  GDP and 27% more
than the revised estimate of `8.4
lakh crore for the current year,
which in turn is nearly 28% higher
than 2020-21 allocations. But these
are long gestation projects and

would take time before their ben-
eficial impact is felt. Nevertheless,
the effort to increase capital ex-
penditure is a welcome turn. China
has been a forerunner in infra-
structure creation, sustaining
higher than 5% investment to GDP
ratio for nearly three decades.
This has been the main contributor
to its international competitive
strength.

But the key question is how this
capital investment is being fi-
nanced? In the 2022-23 Budget, it
has been achieved by squeezing so-
cial expenditure. With the over-
all expenditure remaining virtu-
ally the same and escalation in
non-developmental revenue ex-
penditure, the development revenue
expenditure had to be cut. This
total neglect of  the poor and or-
dinary people is best exemplified
by the reduction in the outlay of
MGNREGS from the actual ex-
penditure exceeding `1 lakh crore
in the past two years to `73,000
crore. For core schemes for the
poor, allocation has been reduced
to `99,000 crore from the previous
year’s revised estimate of `1.21
lakh crore. This includes the al-
locations for SC/ST. The finance
minister talked about Narishakti
upgrading two lakh anganwadis
but the allocation is frozen at the
revised estimates at `20,000 crore.

The allocation for agriculture
and allied sectors has increased by
merely by 2%. The related major
schemes for farmers have seen a
budget cut. Allocation of  funds
for fertiliser subsidy has been re-
duced by 25%. The allocation for
procurement to FCI and the de-
centralised procurement scheme
has been reduced by about 28%
at a time when farmers are strug-
gling for a legally guaranteed MSP.

The transfers to the states have
come down from 6.91% of  GDP
in revised estimates 2021-22 to
6.25% in 2022-23. Plans are afoot to
bypass the states in the imple-
mentation of  100% Centre schemes
by directly transferring money to
the beneficiaries. 

The Budget has made no at-
tempt to tax the super-rich and
has squeezed the poor on the ex-
penditure side and this is surely
going to further widen the ob-
scene level to which inequality
has widened during the neolib-
eral years. In 1991, the share of
top 1% of  the households in the na-
tional wealth was 16%. By 2020, it
had increased to 42.5%. In sharp
contrast, the share of  the bottom
50% of  the households in the na-
tional wealth declined from 8.8%
to 2.8% during the same period.
Similarly, there has been a dra-
matic widening of  inequality in the
distribution of  national income
also. Given the ‘K’ shaped recov-
ery from the pandemic, inequality
has widened to an unbearable
level. The recent Oxfam report
has sharply highlighted the dif-
ferential impact of  COVID on the
rich and poor. The Budget has
added to the increasing gap be-
tween the rich and poor by ig-
noring inequality and poverty.

The Budget has been described
as a vision for the next 25 years. A
cartoon captured the tragic-comic
situation: The FM and the PM are
holding a picture of  sweets and
goodies before a poor family sitting
down to dine. The PM says “It’s all
yours…after 25 years.”

The writer is a former
Finance Minister of  Kerala. 
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The Budget has made no attempt to tax 
the super-rich and has squeezed the poor 
on the expenditure side and this is surely 

going to further widen the obscene level to
which inequality has widened during the 

neoliberal years

Indo-Lankan Tangle 

I must be drunk

Aman walks into a bar and orders
one shot. Then he looks into his

shirt pocket and orders another shot.
After he finishes, he looks into his
shirt pocket again and orders another
shot. The bartender is curious and

asks him
“every time

you order a shot, you
look in your shirt

pocket. Why?” The man replies, “I
have a picture of my wife in my
pocket and when she starts to look
good, I go home.”

TUESDAY | FEBRUARY 15 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR

Jealousy is a dead poison that is
fatal to the soul.

THE MOTHER

THE BUDGET 
IS A PERVERSE
RESPONSE TO
THE CURRENT

ECONOMIC
STAGNATION
AND WOULD

WEAKEN 
RECOVERY

TM Thomas Isaac

WISDOM CORNER
I have learned silence from the talkative, toleration from the
intolerant, and kindness from the unkind; yet, strange, I am
ungrateful to those teachers. KAHLIL GIBRAN

We all want to be famous people, and the moment we want to be
something we are no longer free. JIDDU KRISHNAMURTI

Whether one believes in a religion or not, and whether one believes
in rebirth or not, there isn't anyone who doesn't appreciate kindness
and compassion. DALAI LAMA

UNION BUDGET

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

IN A WORLD
ALREADY PLAGUED

BY ECONOMIC
INEQUALITY AND

SOCIAL INJUSTICE,
COVID-19 HAS
EXPOSED AND

EXACERBATED THE
POLICY FAILURES

OF THE PAST
THREE DECADES

Mary Robinson

Acid test for BJP

Sir, This refers to the editorial ‘Northern Voters’, Orissa POST, Feb 14. Uttar
Pradesh in the Hindi heartland is the most important of  the five states going
to the polls in February-March. In fact, the Uttar Pradesh election is not
just about one state. It actually holds the key to the power at the Centre. The
road to power in New Delhi starts from Lucknow. That is why these elec-
tions are a big challenge indeed for the BJP’s ‘double engine’ government
in the state. A victory in the state polls will be viewed by the BJP as approval
of  their heavy-handed tactics. Looking to the future, the ruling party may
then see Adityanath’s approach as “the successful prototype for a chief  min-
ister.” Add to this, the BJP’s goal will be to use a victory in Uttar Pradesh
to create an aura of  invincibility about the 2024 Lok Sabha elections as well
as to spark tumult among Opposition parties, which may look to shuffle their
leaders. Defeat for the BJP could prompt the party to reevaluate its strat-
egy and whether Adityanath is the right choice for chief  minister.
Furthermore, even if  the opposition fares well in Uttar Pradesh, it’s no guar-
antee that Modi’s personal appeal will be significantly affected in 2024. Even
when the BJP does poorly in Indian state polls, it often performs well in those
same areas when it comes to a national vote. 

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

A fascinating history

Sir, World Radio Day was observed February 13. The day
was decided by UNESCO following a request from the
Spanish Radio Academy. Many may know, Radio Ceylon,
known as the ‘king of  the airwaves’, was the oldest radio
station in Asia, dating back to 1925. More than an enter-
tainer, radio constituted a platform for democratic discourse
and paved the way to shape the society. Kutcheries, film
songs, and cricket commentaries would be sheer fun on
AIR. Some exceptional commentators like Alan McGilvray,
John Arlott, Suresh Saraiya, and in later years Harsha
Bhogle, had enthralled the listeners with their brilliant
running commentary. And news through the timeless
voices of  Lotika Ratnam, Melville de Mellow and Vijay
Daniels, to name a few, would be vibrant, capturing the
mood of  the nation.  Can we ever forget programmes on
Hindi film songs like, ‘Manchahe Geet’, ‘Binaca Geet
Mala’, and ‘Aap ki Farmaish’? The history of  radio is a fas-
cinating one.

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI
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Salt of the earth

The expression is Biblical and comes from Matthew, 5:13. From the King
James Bible of 1611: “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost

his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing,
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.” Salt has always
been one of the most prized commodities, essential both for life and for
preserving food. Roman soldiers were paid an allowance to buy salt, the
origin of our salary. A man worth his salt is efficient or capable. To eat salt
with someone was to accept his hospitality and a person who did so was
bound to look after his host’s interests. The Bible also speaks of a covenant
of salt, one of holy and perpetual obligation. Newborn children were
anciently rubbed with salt to protect them against evil forces. To Jesus,
therefore, salt of the earth was a great compliment. To understand his
comment fully, though, you have to know a bit about where Jews of his time
got their salt. Some came from saltpans on the margins of the Dead Sea, but
much was obtained from Mount Sodom (Jebel Usdum in Arabic), a ridge of
limestone and rock salt at the south-west corner of the Dead Sea (a pillar of
salt here is said to have given rise to the legend of Lot’s wife). This rock salt
was the literal salt of the earth. Because the deposit’s outer layer was
exposed to the elements, it became contaminated and its salt content
depleted by weathering, losing its taste and value, so becoming good for
nothing. The use of salt to poison the ground is entirely separate.

2022 must be the turning point
SPECTRUM CLIMATE ACTION
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Pangolin smuggling:
2 held in Kandhamal
Phulbani: A special squad of
Forest officials Monday seized a
pangolin and arrested two per-
sons when they were trying to
smuggle the scaly animal from
Mangapanga area under Baliguda
forest division in Kandhamal dis-
trict. The accused were identified
as Rajikanta Majhi and Tidir Majhi.
The pangolin is over 10kg in
weight and 3.5ft in length. The
seizure came when intelligence
inputs alerted Forest department
officials about some persons try-
ing to sell the pangolin in
Mangapanga area. The Forest offi-
cials posing as decoy customers
negotiated to buy the pangolin
and sealed the deal at `1.5 lakh.
The accused were arrested when
they were trying to hand over the
animal to the officials.

Octogenarian
hacked to death 
Saraskana: Miscreants hacked an
80-year-old man to death with
sharp weapons near Bhurusani
under Jharpokharia police station
in Mayurbhanj district in the wee
hours of Monday. The deceased
was identified as Sahadev
Mohanta of the village. Police reg-
istered a case and launched an
investigation after the deceased’s
son Hiran Mohanta lodged a com-
plaint. He alleged that miscreants
hacked his father to death when
the latter had been to a nearby
nullah to attend nature’s call.
However, police failed to get any
clue about the murder except for
seizing a slipper from the spot.

SHORT TAKES

City buses requisitioned to ferry polling officials and materials kept ready on Jujumura block premises in Sambalpur district, Monday, ahead of panchayat
elections beginning February 16  in Sambalpur district, Monday OP PHOTO  

ALL SET FOR RURAL POLLS

POST NEW NETWORK

Kendrapara, Feb 14:Even though
issues like motorable roads, elec-
tricity, education and healthcare fig-
ure at the top of  the voters’ wish
list in Kendrapara, scores of  peo-
ple here are sore over the money
they have lost to ponzi firms. 

An association of  the chit fund
victims has been carrying out an
agitation for an indefinite period
which reminds voters of  their
losses to the chit fund firms.

Candidates of  opposition par-
ties like Congress and BJP have
been highlighting the issue before
the voters, apart from basic issues.

Ponzi companies like Rose Valley,
Oscar, Seashore, Artha Tatwa and
others have duped thousands of
people in the district of  crores of  ru-
pees through lucrative schemes.
The chit fund scam has broken the
financial backbone of  thousands of
gullible people, whose sufferings
and unhappiness are expected to re-
flect on the polling, some political
observers said. 

Notably, the state government
had constituted a corpus fund of

`300 crore in 2016 to return the in-
vested money to the complainants. 

The ponzi victims had furnished
their documents related to the de-
posits at tehsil offices with the
hope of  getting the refund, but to
no avail. It was seen that voters
are now asking the candidates dur-
ing the campaigning about refund
of  their hard-earned money. 

The ponzi victims under banner
of  ‘Arthika Sanstha Dwara
Khyatigrasta Milita Mancha’ have
launched indefinite protests in front
of  all tehsil offices in the district. 

At some places, sarpanch, samiti
member and zilla parishad candi-
dates are facing questions over the
issue from the voters. Many of
them are trying to evade the ques-
tions with the assurance they would
fight for return of  their money.

Swarnalata Sahu, a resident of
Mangalpur under Derabish block,
said she had invested ̀ 16 lakh in a
chit fund company, but could not get
back her money even after running
from pillar to the post for years. 

“The creation of  a corpus fund has
rekindled our hope of  getting back
our money and we had also fur-

nished our documents at the tehsil
offices, but no step was taken in this
direction,” she said, adding that the
ponzi victims have resumed the ag-
itation over the government apathy. 

SK Azan,  a  resident  of
Kendrapara Town, claimed that
over 10,000 people in the district have
been affected by the ponzi scams.

“Some people who had parked
their money, which they had saved
for their daughters’ marriages, in
ponzi companies have become pau-
pers now. All their deposits have
gone down the drains. Some peo-
ple have even died waiting for their
deposits,” he rued. 

Those who have saved their money
in Sahara group are in utter misery.
Candidates of  the ruling party are
facing questions directly from the
people about the chit fund money. 

“However, BJP and Congress
candidates are taking advantage of
the people’s discontent and blame
it on the ruling party. Chit fund
has become a major issue in most
rural pockets,” Azan added.    

Candidates face chit
fund heat in Kendrapara 

Ponzi companies like Rose Valley,
Oscar, Seashore, Artha Tatwa

and others have duped thousands
of people in the district of crores of
rupees through various 
lucrative schemes

Sarpanch, samiti member and
zilla parishad candidates are

facing questions from the voters
over the issue

Many of them are trying to
evade the questions with the

assurance that they would fight for
return of their hard-earned money

POST NEWS NETWORK

Anandapur, Feb 14: Three zilla parishad
(ZP) zones (1, 2 and 3) under Anandapur
block in Keonjhar district are likely to
see triangular fight in the upcoming
panchayat elections, said sources. 

Political observers are of  the view
that all the three zones will see triangular
and tough contest among the Biju Janata
Dal (BJD), Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and Congress candidates. 

Candidates of  the three parties along
with their supporters and front line lead-
ers are conducting door-to-door cam-
paign. ZP zone-1, which comprises of
Kodapada, Kolimati, Gayalmunda,
Dhakotha, Panasdiha, Budhikuda and
Manoharpur panchayats, is reserved
for women candidates. The BJD has
fielded Tini Rana while BJP has given
the ticket to Tapaswini Mohanta and
Congress Minarani Behera. 

In some panchayats, anti-incumbency
factor is expected to come into play as rebels
of  BJD are actively working in Panasdiha

and Manoharpur panchayats. In
Gayalmunda panchayat, some disgrun-
tled BJD leaders allegedly have tacit un-
derstanding with opposition candidates. 

In 2017 elections, the BJD had grabbed
ZP zone-1. Though this zone will see con-
test mainly between the BJP and BJD, the
possibility of  the Congress candidate
twisting the electoral equation can’t be
ruled out, given the disenchantment
among people, it was said. The young

voters leaning towards the saffron is yet
another headache for BJD.

ZP zone-2 comprising Kantipal,
Kathakata, Tartara, Baunsagada,
Mochinda and Shalabani panchayats is
unreserved. The seat is expected to wit-
ness a tough fight among the three par-
ties. Though the BJD is leading the cam-
paign now, the possibility of  some rebels
playing spoilsport for the ruling party
can’t be ruled out. 

ZP zone-3 comprising Jalasuan,
Panchupalli, Bailo, Belabahali and
Haridapal panchayats is also likely to see
triangular contest. Interestingly, all the
candidates of  the BJD, BJP and Congress
are residents of  Bailo panchayat. 

In the 2017 elections, the controversy
over Belabahali bridge turned the table
on the ruling party. An independent can-
didate backed by local leader Sanatan
Mahakud won the ZP seat. 

Currently, Sanatan is backing the BJD
candidate Urmila Sahu. But BJP’s Asima
Mishra is likely to have an edge over her
rivals, given some factors, it is said.   

PANCHAYAT ELECTIONS IN ANANDAPUR 

BJD rebels may play spoilsport

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, Feb 14: The dis-
trict Collector here Monday
directed the block develop-
ment officer (BDO) of
Puintala to lodge FIR against
a sarpanch candidate
Sushant Kumbhar and a
few others in connection
with the auction of  sarpanch
post reported from
Bileisarada panchayat, a
report said. 

Collector Chanchal Rana
also ordered the suspen-
sion of  Taranisen Padhan,
a teacher of  Lukapada
School under Puintala block
on charge of  violation of
model code of  conduct
(MCC), Monday. The dis-
trict education officer (DEO)
has put the teacher under
suspension.  

In the first incident, the
auction of  sarpanch post
was reported January 17

when the nomination pa-
pers were filed. 

The auction was held in
a village meeting in
Bileisarada village January
14.  The villagers of
Bandanakata, Kasurpali
and Bileisarada had or-
ganised the meeting on the
Jagannath temple prem-
ises in the village when
Kumbhar had won the bid
by pledging to donate ̀ 44,000
for the development of  the
temple. 

On being directed,
Puintala BDO Yudhisthir

Nayak lodged the FIR
against  the accused
sarpanch candidate and
concerned persons in the
police station. The matter
came up for probe after an-
other sarpanch candidate
Bilasini Sharma submit-
ted her complaint and a
video clip to the Collector. 

In the second incident,
Pradhan had shared a poster
of  his wife Lipika Padhan,
a candidate contesting for
zilla parishad member post
from zone no-17, in his so-
cial media account.

Sarpanch candidate booked

POST NEWS NETWORK

Malkangiri, Feb 14: With the
standard of  living of  Bonda trib-
als in Bondaghati gradually look-
ing up, the residents have vowed
not to set the jungles afire and
poach wild animals.  

The matter came to the fore at an
awareness programme on forest
fire and wildlife poaching held at
Bandhaguda in Mudulipada pan-
chayat under Khairput block of
Malakangiri district.

In the meeting, the tribals took
a pledge before their village deity
not to torch the jungle and poach
wild animals for their meat and
other needs. Forest ranger Basudev

Nayak presided over the meeting
organised by the Forest depart-
ment. Social worker Kishore Kumar
of  Ama Jungle Yojana addressed
the tribals on the need to prevent
forest fire and wildlife poaching

as well as their ill effects on human
life and society. 

The forest ranger also spoke to
the tribals about the wildlife Acts
meant to prevent poaching and
methods to control forest fire

through a demonstration. Forester
Fakir Charan Mahali spoke on the
penal provision in law against
wildlife poaching and provision of
financial assistance for death of
persons due to animal attack. Later,
the forest officials reviewed the im-
plementation of  various develop-
mental programmes in the region.

Bonda tribals vow to shun wildlife poaching 
Forest ranger spoke to
Bonda tribals about
the wildlife Acts meant
to prevent poaching
and methods to 
control forest fire

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Feb 14: A local
court here Monday sen-
tenced a youth to 10 years of
imprisonment after con-
victing him of  raping a 10-
year-old tribal girl. 

The additional district
judge-cum-special POCSO
judge S Tripathy also
slapped a penalty of  ̀ 10,000
on Purna Mohanta, 35, in ad-

dition to the punishment. In
default, Mohanta would
have to undergo an addi-
tional one year of  impris-
onment. The judge pro-
nounced the order after
examining the statements
recorded by  12  
witnesses.

According to the case
diary, the survivor was
studying in a school oper-
ated by the state Tribal

Welfare department. The
incident occurred when
she was tending a herd of
goats at a nearby jungle
December 12, 2015. 

Mohanta outraged the
modesty of  the girl after
tying her limbs. The sur-
vivor lodged a written com-
plaint at Telkoi police sta-
tion the next day. Police
registered a case and ar-
rested Mohanta. 

Youth gets 10-yr jail for raping minor

Taranisen Padhan,
a teacher of
Lukapada School,
has been placed
under suspension
for MCC violation



INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chandigarh, Feb 14: In the run-
up to the February 20 Assembly
elections in Punjab, Chief  Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi’s chop-
per was not allowed to take off
from Chandigarh on Monday owing
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
movement in the state.

Channi was to join his party
leader Rahul Gandhi’s rally in
Hoshiarpur. Modi was scheduled to
campaign in Jalandhar, his first
visit to the state after a major breach
in his security in Punjab last month.

Officials said Channi’s chopper
was not permitted to take off  from
Chandigarh owing to imposition of
a ‘no-fly zone’.

Reacting to the development,
Channi said, “I am a Chief  Minister,
not a terrorist.” Punjab will go to
the polls in a single phase February
20. The counting of  votes will take
place March 10. Channi was to fly
to Hoshiarpur in a chopper shortly
after addressing a press confer-
ence in Chandigarh to attend a
poll rally there with Rahul Gandhi.

“I had to fly at 11 am and I sat in
the chopper. Suddenly I was told that
the permission (for flying) has
been cancelled and I could not go
there,” the chief  minister told re-
porters here.

“My four hours got wasted. I
could not attend Rahul Gandhi's
rally because the clearance was
not given,” he said.  Replying to a
question, Channi claimed he had
permission for flying and landing
at Hoshiarpur which was later
withdrawn. 

“People know everything
about what politics they are play-
ing with me,” he said.
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CM’s chopper grounded due to PM’s visit

Jalandhar: A month after he cut
short his Punjab visit due to a security
breach in Ferozepur, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Monday said he was
unable to pay a visit to a temple here
as local authorities could not make
necessary arrangements.

Such is the situation of  the gov-
ernment in Punjab, the prime min-
ister said while hitting out at the
Congress, and asserted that he will
come to Jalandhar again and pay
obeisance at the Devi Talab Mandir.

The prime minister said it was
his desire to pay obeisance at the
Devi Talab Mandir, but the police
and the administration here said
they will not be able to make

arrangements". “They said you
leave by helicopter, such is the sit-
uation of  the government here...
But I will come here again and pay
obeisance at the temple,” said Modi
as he addressed a gathering.

Recalling his 2014 Lok Sabha poll
campaign as the BJP’s PM candi-
date, he said his plane was not al-
lowed to fly as “the Congress’ nam-
dar and its yuvraj (prince), who
was just an MP,” had a programme
near Amritsar.

“I got delayed by more than an
hour in reaching Pathankot. When
I reached Pathankot, my helicopter
was not allowed to fly. Why? Because
their yuvraj was visiting some
other place in Punjab,” Modi said
in an apparent reference to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.

I am a Chief
Minister, not a
terrorist  
CHARANJIT SINGH CHANNI I
PUNJAB CM

They said you leave
by helicopter, such is
the situation of the
government here 
NARENDRA MODI I PM

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Hyderabad, Feb 14: Hinting a
major shift in his stance towards
Congress, Telangana Chief  Minister
K. Chandrasekhar Rao Sunday
said all forces have to unite to shunt
out the BJP as its continuation in
the country will ruin the country.

He also revealed that he will soon
have meetings with his Maharashtra
and West Bengal counterparts
Uddhav Thackeray and Mamata
Banerjee, as part of  efforts to unite
various political parties.

The Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) President said Banerjee
called him and they had a discus-
sion over phone. “She may come
anytime. We are discussing,” he
told reporters.

KCR, as Rao is popularly known,
said Thackeray was also waiting for
him and he may go to Mumbai
anytime. The TRS chief  said he
was sharing views with all the
leaders and ultimately all together
will decide whether it should be the
national party or front. “I promise
you one thing. I will play a major
role in that,” he said.

Asked if  he will work with the

Congress, KCR said he cannot pre-
dict anything. “I cannot predict
anything like that. All forces have
to unite and shunt out BJP. First we
have to do this, later whatever is to
happen will happen,” he said.

Before the 2019 elections, the
TRS chief  had met leaders of  var-

ious parties to cobble together a
front as an alternative to both the
BJP and the Congress.

“Being a political leader before
the 2019 elections I made my ef-
forts. I met several political lead-
ers and shared my views with
them. I gave them a lot of  literature.
We mooted our ideas. We tried our
best but things went in a different
way and ultimately, the BJP came
back in power. Situation is now
proving disastrous for the nation.
Day by day situation is worsen-
ing,” he said.

For a second consecutive day, KCR
condemned Assam Chief  Minister
Hemant Biswas Sharma’s offensive
comments on Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi. He also slammed BJP for top-
pling Congress governments in
Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh to
capture power despite not getting
the public mandate.

Lashing out at the Modi govern-
ment, KCR said people, especially
youth should rise to save the country.

He voiced concern over the at-
tempts being made to create trou-
ble in the name of  religion and
warned that this could lead to a
civil war-like situation.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chandigarh, Feb 14: It’s the battle
among Sikhs to choose the ‘Sardar’
of  Punjab, the state with a debt bur-
den of  at least Rs 2.82 lakh crore at
the end of  the current government’s
tenure. Based on caste considerations,
all four major political parties in
the state vying for the February 20
polls for the 117-member Assembly
have fielded Sikh gentlemen --- right
from the ‘maharaja’ to the billion-
aire businessman with interests in
hotels, resorts, media, agriculture
and to the ‘entertainer’ to the com-
mon man, a former handball player
who is commonly seen on cricket
pitch and hockey turf  during cam-
paigning.

Two-time Chief  Minister and
Captain Amarinder Singh, the scion
of  erstwhile Patiala, 80, is politically
matured among the four chief  min-
isterial faces. He’s seen as the na-
tionalist widely respected leader
of  the BJP-led alliance. His fledg-
ling Punjab Lok Congress (PLC)
is contesting the polls in alliance
with the BJP, which had earlier
played second fiddle to its former
ally Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD),
and SAD (Sanyukt), an Akali Dal
rebel. In the 2019 parliamentary
polls, Amarinder Singh steered his
former party Congress to a victory
in his ruling Punjab in eight out of
13 Lok Sabha seats despite Modi
wave across the country.

He’s contesting from his stronghold
Patiala (Urban), the seat that he has
won for four consecutive terms since
2002 when he first contested.Among
the race for the chief  minister is
former Deputy Chief  Minister

Sukhbir Singh Badal, 59, the man
known for micro poll management
for his now own controlled century
old party, SAD. A billionaire busi-
nessman himself  with interests in
hotels, resorts, media, agriculture and
other investments and known for
corporate style functioning, Sukhbir
Badal, whose party is in alliance
with Mayawati's Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), surely knows how to set
the ball rolling and hit back the po-
litical rivals with surprises. Having
led the party to an unprecedented sec-
ond consecutive term in Punjab in
2012, Sukhbir Badal, whose father
Parkash Singh Badal, 94, the coun-
try’s oldest candidate in the fray for
the sixth consecutive term, is trying
hard to save the 'sinking ship' after
party's humiliating defeat in the
2017 Assembly polls.

Ending months of  suspense and
leaving belligerent Navjot Singh
Sidhu sulking, party leader Rahul
Gandhi February 6 announced in-
cumbent Charanjit Singh Channi
as the party’s chief  ministerial face.

Political observers believe the
decision of  the Congress to go to the
polls in the state, which is wit-
nessing a five-cornered contest,
under the leadership of  three-time
legislator Channi, the state’s first
Dalit Chief  Minister, is to woo the
Dalit Sikh votes that constitutes 32
per cent Scheduled Caste population
in the state, the country’s largest.

Former handball player, Channi
is leading the party and fielded him
from two seats -- his bastion
Chamkaur Sahib that he won three
times and his new battlefield
Bhadaur. For AAP that is banking
on ‘Hun ek mauka Kejriwal nu’ (now
one chance to Kejriwal) -- arguably
one of  the biggest advertisement
blitz campaigns -- comedian-turned-
politician and two-time MP, Bhagwant
Mann, is the newly anointed chief
minister’s face of  AAP.

In the 2017 Assembly elections,
AAP had made inroads among Jat
Sikhs by emerging as the second
largest party with 20 seats, 18 of
them in the Malwa region. However,
it failed to make a mark in Majha
and Doaba regions. Mann held his
fort despite Modi wave across the
country in 2019 by retaining the
Sangrur Lok Sabha seat for the
second time in a row.

Huge deployment 
of central forces for
Punjab polls amid
Khalistani threats
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 14: Amid threats
from Khalistani and Pakistan sup-
ported terror outfits, the Centre
has decided to deploy a large num-
ber of  security forces in Punjab
for the forthcoming Assembly elec-
tions scheduled February 20.

According to sources in the se-
curity set up, around 455 companies
of  Central Armed Police Force
(CAPF) will be deployed in the bor-
der state, and the process of  de-
ployment has already begun.

This would be in addition to
Punjab police personnel who will
be responsible for managing the law
and order situation in the state.

The sources also said that over
200 companies have already reached
Punjab for election duty, while the
rest of  the forces will be deployed
in the state latest by February 16.

The 455 companies of  para-
military forces include 150 com-
panies of  Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), 162 companies of

Border Security Force (BSF), 80
companies of  Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), and companies
from other paramilitary forces
such as Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) and Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB).

The sources also said that the
paramilitary forces deployed in
Uttarakhand for the Assembly polls
there will be diverted to Punjab. The
single-phase polling in Uttarakhand
was held on Monday.

The Ministry of  Home Affairs
(MHA) has asked the DGs of  CAPFs
to appoint a nodal officer in each
force who will be coordinating with
the state authorities for force de-
ployment.

Meanwhile, the BSF has stepped
up security on the western border
and the frequency of  border pa-
trolling has been increased.

The MHA has also asked the se-
curity forces to keep 50 companies
of  CRPF, BSF and ITBP on standby,
which may be deployed in Punjab
if  needed.

It’s battle among
Sikhs to choose
‘Sardar’ of Punjab
EXCEPT CHANNI,
WHO IS A DALIT, 
ALL OTHERS --
AMARINDER SINGH,
SUKHBIR BADAL AND
BHAGWANT MANN --
ARE JAT SIKHS WHO
OVERWHELMINGLY
RULED THE STATE
POLITICS 

POLL FRENZY

Delhi Chief Minister and AAP convener Arvind Kejriwal holds a roadshow, ahead of Punjab Assembly elections, in Phagwara, Monday. PTI PHOTO
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Hyderabad, Feb 14: Thousands of
devotees have started descending
on Medaram in Telangana’s Mulugu
district for Sammakka Sarakka
Jatara, billed as the largest tribal
fair in Asia.

The stage is set for the four-day
biennial event, which will kick-off
February 16 at the village, about 240
km from Hyderabad.

Authorities expect 1.25 crore
devotees for the event, often de-
scribed as Telangana’s Kumbh
Mela. Tribals and non-tribals from
various parts of  Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha and other states will con-
verge for the fair, which marks cel-
ebration of  tribal traditions.

An estimated four lakh devo-
tees have already visited Medaram
during the last few days ahead of
the Jatara also called as Sammakka-
Saralamma Jatara.

Adivasis living in forest fringe
habitations in several states along
the river Godavari congregate once
in two years to celebrate the valour
of  legendary warriors Sammakka
and Sarakka. The tribals treat them
as goddesses and hail their bravery
in trying to protect them. Belonging
to koya tribe, the mother-daughter
duo died while fighting against
Kakatiya empire about eight cen-
turies ago. The legend is that
Sammakka and her daughter
Saralamma fought against levy of
taxes on tribals during drought
conditions by the then Kakatiya
rulers in the 12th century.

Tribal king Medaraju was ruling
the tribal habitations on the banks

of  river Godavari, and was sup-
posed to pay a royalty to the
Kakatiya kings. However, due to se-
vere prolonged drought, Medaraju
failed to pay a royalty. Treating it
as defiance, the Kakatiya Kings
invaded the region. Fighting with
the Kakatiya army, Medaraju and
all  kin died.  His  daughter
Sammakka and her daughter
Sarakka or Saralamma too died
in the fight.

According to  local  lore,
Sammakka, who was fatigued,
went above the Chilukalagutta
hillocks and disappeared. The
Adivasis who reportedly went in
search of  her only found a casket
of  vermilion under a bamboo tree.

Once every two years, the tribal
priests offer prayers at the bamboo
grove and bring a casket of  ver-
milion and bamboo stick wrapped
in red cloth symbolising
Sammakka, whom they consider
their deity. A day before, the priests

do similar ritual at Kannepalli vil-
lage,  four kilometers  from
Medaram and bring the deity
Sarakka. Both are installed under
the Indian Elm tree at Medaram vil-
lage and thus begin the Jatara.
After three days, they take back the
deities and leave them in the for-
est until the next Jatara.

The poor tribals offer jaggery
of  their weight considering it to be
gold. They also offer red blouse
pieces, vermilion, and turmeric
to the deities in large quantities.
They take a little part of  the same
as prasadam from the altar back to
their homes.

Devotees also take holy dip in
Jampanna Vagu, a tributary of
Godavari river. Jampanna was the
tribal warrior and the son of  tribal
goddess Sammakka who was killed
in a war with Kakatiya Army. The
tribals believe that a dip in the
stream washes off  their sins.

Chief  Secretary Somesh Kumar

and Director General of  Police
Mahender Reddy already visited
Medaram to review the arrange-
ments for the fair. Somesh Kumar
directed all government depart-
ments to work with coordination
to ensure smooth conduct of  dar-
shan and other rituals.

About 10,000 policemen will be
deployed as part of  the massive
security arrangements for the fair.
Police have also set up 382 CCTV
cameras and two drone cameras.
Senior officers will monitor the
massive gathering round the clock
on 20 display screens at the com-
mand control room in Medaram.

Thousands of  vehicles carry-
ing devotees have made a beeline
to Medaram. The DGP said they
were leaving no stone unturned
to ensure peaceful and smooth con-
duct of  the Jatara.

Traffic police expect movement
of  3.5 lakh private vehicles and 4,000
buses of  Telangana Road Transport
Corporation (TSRTC). The police
chief  said this poses a great challenge
to the police to regulate vehicular traf-
fic and parking. As many as 33 park-
ing places and 37 vehicle holding
points were earmarked to regu-
late the flow of  vehicles. For every
four kilometres, one police out-
post was set up. 

The event is being held with
Covid-19 protocol. The police de-
partment will also be distributing
face masks and sanitiser kits to
all policemen on duty. The police
have also set up 50 public infor-
mation centres to guide the devo-
tees. Various departments have
undertaken different works to pro-
vide all the necessary facilities for
the devotees. 

1.25 crore to throng Asia’s biggest tribal fair 
THE FOUR-DAY BIENNIAL EVENT WILL KICK-OFF FEBRUARY 16 AT MEDARAM 

VILLAGE, ABOUT 240 KM FROM HYDERABAD 

KCR hints at change in 
stance towards Cong

Over 200 companies
have already reached
Punjab for election duty,
while the rest of the
forces will be deployed
in the state latest by
February 16

All forces have to unite and
shunt out BJP. First we have
to do this, later whatever is
to happen will happen  
K. CHANDRASEKHAR RAO I TELANGANA
CHIEF MINISTER

My chopper held up by 
Yuvraj in 2014: Modi
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BJP is expert in spreading
communalism and time
has come for PM
Narendra Modi and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath to go
BHUPESH BAGHEL | CHHATTISGARH CM

Schools in the national 
capital welcomed students 
of primary and junior 
classes Monday after
prolonged closure 
in view of the pandemic

BACK TO SCHOOL
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Bank frauds of
`5,35,000 crore
have happened

so far during the
Modi era -- in 75
years there has never
been such a fraud
with the money of people of India

RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

of the
day uote 

The militant
outfits are not
intimidating

the people to vote for
the ruling BJP

N. BIREN SINGH |
MANIPUR CM

The State
Election
Commission is

working as per the
wishes of the
Trinamool
Congress.... They are
toothless

ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY | LEADER OF

THE CONGRESS IN LOK SABHA

4 killed, 9 hurt 
Itanagar: Four women were
killed and 15 others injured,
nine of them critically, after a
pickup van ferrying them
skidded off the road and fell
into a gorge in Arunachal
Pradesh's Kra Daadi district,
police said Monday. The
accident took place Sunday
evening when the passengers
were going towards Palin from
Tali after attending a
fellowship programme,
Superintendent of Police Dusu
Kaling said. The vehicle
skidded off the road near
Kumey bridge point at Kuwa
and fell into a 20-metres-deep
gorge above Kumey 
River, he said.

Two arrested
Jammu: Two persons have
been detained by the security
staff when they tried to enter
the technical area of Indian
Air Force station in Jammu
and Kashmir's Jammu city.
Police said two persons
belonging to West Bengal
were detained by the security
staff of Indian Air Force
station in the Satwari area of
Jammu on Sunday when they
were spotted outside the
main gate of the station. The
duo was trying to enter the
technical area of the station.
"They have been identified as
Kavi Raj Chethri and Subhash
Darji. The Air Force security
staff has handed them to the
Satwari police station. "After
registering a case, the 
two are now being
questioned", police said.

Bizman ends life
Meerut (Uttar Pradesh): A
businessman, Yogendra
Chaudhary, 60, died after
shooting himself in the head
inside his car near the SSP
office in Meerut. His family
claimed that he had left
multiple suicide notes -- one in
the car, one at home, and
others on his email and
WhatsApp but Additional
Superintendent of Police
Sooraj Rai said that no suicide
note was found from the spot
or from anywhere else. Six
people have been booked
under IPC section 306
(abetment of suicide).

Woman rescued
Lucknow: The Lucknow police
have rescued a 22-year-old
woman who was held captive
for the past six years and
raped repeatedly. The woman,
who hails from Madhya
Pradesh, has a two-year-old
child. The police suspect that
more girls could have been
held captive by the accused
Manish Pratap. Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), west zone, Somen
Barma said that details began
to tumble out after Manish
was arrested by the
Aminabad police on February
11 for running a fake
marksheet gang. The officer
said that after his arrest the
police came across the 22-
year-old woman survivor.

SHORT TAKES

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Sriharikota, Feb 14: India Monday
morning successfully placed into
orbit its radar imaging satellite
EOS-04 in a text book style.

With this the Indian space agency
began its 2022 romance with space
missions. At 5.59 a.m. Indian rocket
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle-C52
(PSLV-C52) blasted off  from the
first launch pad carrying three
satellites including the earth ob-
servation satellite-04 (EOS-04) ear-
lier named as RISAT-1A.

The multiple satellite launch
space mission lasted just over 18
minutes. Congratulating Team
ISRO for the successful mission,
S.Somanath, Chairman, Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
said: "The mission was success-
fully accomplished. The primary
satellite and the co-passenger satel-

lites were put into orbit."
On his part the Satellite (EOS-04)

Director C.V.Sreekantha said the
satellite health is good and the
solar panels got deployed.

In couple of  days, the EOS-04
will be ready to send its images,
Sreekantha added. The 44.4 metre
tall PSLV-C52 weighing 321 ton
slowly rose-up towards the skies
with thick orange flame at its tail.

The rocket gradually gained
speed as it went up while emitting
a rolling thunder sound. Just over
17 minutes into its flight the rocket
slung its primary passenger the
1,710 kg EOS-04 into sun synchro-
nous polar orbit of  529 km and
soon after INSPIREsat-1 (17.5 kg) and
INS-2TD (8.1 kg) were put into orbit.

India's radar imaging satellite
EOS-04 is designed to provide high
quality images under all weather
conditions for applications such

as agriculture, forestry & planta-
tions, soil moisture & hydrology and
flood mapping.

The EOS-04 with a mission life
of  10 years is a repeat of  Risat-1
launched in 2012 and is configured

to ensure continuity of
SAR in C-Band provid-
ing microwave data to the
user community for opera-
tional services.

The satellite will play a strategic

role in the nation's defence with its
capability to operate in day, night
and in all weather conditions. The
satellite has high data handling
systems and high storage devices
among other things.

The INSPIREsat-1 is a student
satellite from Indian Institute of
Space Science & Technology (IIST)

in association with
Laboratory of

Atmospheric  &
Space Physics at
University of
Colorado, USA.
The other con-
tributors are
NTU, Singapore

and NCU, Taiwan.
The satellite car-

ries two scientific pay-
loads to improve the un-

derstanding of  ionosphere
dynamics and the sun's coronal

heating process.
The technology demonstrator

satellite (INS-2TD) from ISRO,
which is a precursor to India-
Bhutan Joint Satellite (INS-2B)
carries a thermal imaging cam-
era to assess land/water surface
temperature of  wetlands/lakes,
delineation of  ve getation
(crops/forests) and day/night ther-
mal inertia.

The RISAT-1A flight will be
followed by the launch of  three
satellites - OCEANSAT-3, INS-
2B, ANAND- by PSLV-C53 in
March and Micro SAT by the
newly developed small rocket
Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
(SSLV) in April.

Further, the launch of  four ton
communication satellite GSAT-24
is also scheduled during the first
quarter of  this year using Ariane
5 rocket owned by Arianespace.

The
mission was
successfully

accomplished. The
primary satellite and the
co-passenger satellites

were put into orbit
S.SOMANATH
CHAIRMAN I 

ISRO

2022’S MAIDEN MISSION

ISRO PUTS 3 SATELLITES INTO ORBIT SUCCESSFULLY

TAKING TO STREETS

Security personnel stand guard as farmers raise slogans during a protest rally to demand withdrawal of the anti-farmer bills in the state, in Bangalore

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Feb 14: Nine months
after its landslide win in the West
Bengal  assembly polls,  the
Trinamool Congress Monday
reaffirmed its dominance among
urban voters as it made a clean
sweep in the elections to four
municipal corporations.

The TMC retained control of
Bidhannagar, Chandernagore and
Asansol municipal corporations
and wrested power in Siliguri from
the CPI(M)-led Left Front. Both
the vote share and the number of
seats for the TMC in these civic
bodies were much higher than the
last election held in 2015. 

The CPI(M) lost opposition sta-
tus to the BJP in Asansol and
Siliguri, but retained its distant
second position in Bidhannagar
and Chandernagore. The re-

sounding victory in the four civic
bodies comes when the party is
having a hard time amid a growing
rift between the old-timers and
Gen Next leaders.

While TMC chairperson Mamata
Banerjee said it is the victory of  the
people, the BJP claimed that the rul-
ing party had resorted to "terror
tactics" on February 12, the polling
day. The Mamata Banerjee-led
party retained Bidhannagar by
winning 39 out of  41 seats, while
the opposition BJP and CPI(M)
failed to open their account. The
Congress and an Independent can-
didate bagged one ward each, ac-
cording to the State Election
Commission (SEC) data.

In Bidhannagar, the TMC got
95.5 per cent of  the total votes
polled, whereas the Congress and
the independents secured 2.44
per cent each. 

Cong slams party MLA’s ‘hijab protection against rape’ remark
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, Feb 14: Karnataka
Cong ress  president  D.K.
Shivakumar Monday criticised
his party MLA B.Z. Zameer Khan
for his "hijab will protect women
from getting raped" remark, say-
ing the party neither endorses nor
agrees with the views expressed by
the legislator.

Khan has stirred a controversy

by stating that incidents of  rape are
on high in India and wearing hijab
will protect women from getting
raped. He made the remarks on
Sunday night at Dharwad in
Karnataka.

Defending his statement, Khan
stated that he has expressed his per-
sonal opinion on the issue. "The
beauty of  women is not supposed
to be exposed. No one should set
their eyes upon them. Muslim

women have been wearing hijab
since long ago," he said.

Shivakumar, however, said: "We
will ask him not to issue any state-
ments in this regard in future. We
condemn those statements." 

Zameer, however, said he has
not said anything for which he
has to apologize.

"I have stated that hijab should
be allowed. I have also said how a
helmet (headgear) protects mo-

torists, hijab keeps women safe,"
he retorted. 

"I have not made any comments
on women getting raped without
hijab in the country. If  the media
is reporting something which I
have not said, how can I be re-
sponsible?"

He said that according to Islam,
everyone should perform namaz
five times a day but many don't
do that. 

PTI PHOTO

HANDSOME VICTORY

Trinamool sweeps
Bengal civic polls

Trinamool Congress supporters celebrate after the party’s win in Municipal
elections at Salt Lake, in Kolkata PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Feb 14: Challenging the
government order restricting the
use of  any cloth that can disturb
peace, harmony and, law and order,
the girls who petitioned in favour
of  hijab requested the Karnataka
High Court Monday to allow them
to wear Islamic headscarves of  the
colour of  the school uniform.

The girls made the plea to the full
bench of  the High Court com-
prising Chief  Justice Ritu Raj
Awasthi, Justice J M Khazi and
Justice Krishna M Dixit.

"I am not only challenging the GO
but also asking for a positive man-
date for allowing me to wear a
headscarf  of  the same colour of  the
uniform," advocate Devadatt Kamat,
appearing on behalf  of  the girls of
the government pre-university col-
lege in Udupi, told the bench.

Kamat also claimed that the cen-

tral schools permit Muslim girls to
wear headscarves of  the school
uniform colour and the same could
be done here. According to him,
headscarves are an essential reli-
gious practice, and restricting its
use was violating Article 25 of  the
Indian Constitution.

Article 25 reads: "Subject to pub-
lic order, morality and health and
to the other provisions of  this part,
all persons are equally entitled to
freedom of  conscience and the
right freely to profess, practise and
propagate religion."

The article also says that noth-
ing in it should affect the operation
of  any existing law or prevent the
state from making any law regu-
lating or restricting any economic,
financial, political or other secular
activity which may be associated
with religious practice and regu-
lating or restricting any economic,
financial, political or other secular
activity which may be associated
with religious practice.

Kamat argued where was the
law as mandated under Article 25
regulating or restricting any eco-
nomic, financial, political or other
secular activity. 

New twist to hijab row
THE COURT

ADJOURNED FURTHER
HEARING OF THE CASE

TO TUESDAY

A student wearing a
headscarf arrives to
attend a school that
re-opened for 9th-
10th standard, after
Karnataka High
Court’s interim order
restrained students
from wearing 
religious symbols
inside the classroom,
in Bangalore PTI PHOTO

Goa reports 77% voting,
UP 61%, Uttarakhand 59%
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 14: The final vot-
ing percentage for the second phase
of  Assembly polls in Uttar Pradesh
Monday was 61.06 per cent, while
Uttarakhand and Goa, which had
single-phase polling, recorded 59.51
per cent and 77.94 per cent, re-
spectively. As per the Election
Commission data, North Goa reg-
istered 79.45 per cent while South
Goa registered 76.92 per cent. In
Uttar Pradesh, where 55 seats
across nine districts saw polling,
the highest  voting was in
Saharanpur, at 67.52 per cent, and
the lowest in Shahjahanpur at
55.20 per cent.

Amroha district registered 66.15
per cent, Bareilly 58.82 per cent,
Bijnor 62.11 per cent, Badaun 56.83
per cent, Moradabad 64.56 per cent,
Rampur 62.31 per cent,  and
Sambhal 56.88 per cent.

In Uttarakhand, the highest was
in Haridwar 68.37 per cent and the
lowest in Almora district at 50.65
per cent. Bageshwar saw 57.83 per
cent, Chamoli 59.28 per cent,
Champawat 56.97 per cent, Dehradun
52.93 per cent, Nainital 63.12 per
cent, Pauri Garhwal 51.93 per cent,
Pithoragarh 57.49 per cent,
Rudraprayag 60.36 per cent, Tehri
Garhwal 52.66 per cent, Udham

Singh Nagar 65.13 per cent and
Uttarkashi district 65.55 per cent.

Uttarakhand is holding single
phase polling for all its 70 Assembly
seats, with a total of  82,66,644 vot-
ers deciding the fate of  632 candi-
dates. In Goa, as many as 11,56,464
voters decided the fate of  301 can-
didates for its 40 seats.

In Uttar Pradesh, nearly 2.02
crore voters will decide the fate of
586 contestants in 55 Assembly
constituencies across the nine
districts are: Saharanpur, Bijnor,
Moradabad, Sambhal, Rampur,
Amroha, Badaun, Bareilly, and
Shahjahanpur.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami and his supporters show
their inked fingers, after casting votes during the first phase of Uttarakhand
Assembly polls, in Dehradun PTI PHOTO

Farmers pose in a mustard field as
they show their inked fingers after
casting their vote, during the second
phase of UP Assembly polls, in
Moradabad PTI PHOTO

Veteran scribe
commits suicide
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Feb 14: T Kumar, a vet-
eran photojournalist working here
for news agency United News of
India (UNI), died by suicide and
Chief  Minister M K Stalin, the
principal opposition AIADMK and
the journalist fraternity Monday
condoled his death.

In a condolence message, Stalin
said he was grieved to learn that
Kumar had ended his life and
added that he has ordered as-
sistance of  Rs 3 lakh to his fam-
ily from a fund for the welfare of
journalists. Stalin's announce-
ment on assistance comes hours
after the AIADMK, the Chennai
Press Club and the photojour-
nalists' association had requested
Stalin to provide financial as-
sistance to Kumar's kin.

Sunday night, a colleague found
Kumar hanging from a ceiling hook
in the UNI's office here. On infor-
mation, police personnel arrived
and they rushed the photographer
to the Kilpauk Government Medical
College Hospital where he was de-
clared brought dead.

Following autopsy, the body was
handed over to his family Monday.
Kumar was 56 and he is survived
by his wife, son and a daughter.
Sources in the UNI here said he was
facing financial trouble and 'back-
log of  salaries.'

A photojournalist with over 30
years' experience, Kumar rose
through the ranks of  the UNI to be-
come its state bureau chief. He had
joined the news agency in 1986 and
was the first photographer to be-
come the head of  the agency in
Tamil Nadu.
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It feels like an
imported

protest to me. I’ve seen
Trump flags on the
forecourt; I’ve seen
Canadian flags on the
forecourt
JACINDA ARDERN | 
PRIME MINISTER, NEW ZEALAND

North Macedonian President
Stevo Pendarovski walked Embla
Ademi, an 11-year-old girl with
Down syndrome to school after he
heard she was being bullied. This
humble gesture of the President
has been earning praise online

PRAISEWORTHY GESTURE
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international
On the border
issue, China
always

maintains that we
should follow
through on treaties
and agreements we
signed and we jointly uphold peace
and tranquility at the border region

WANG WENBIN |
FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN, CHINA

of the
day uote 

The 11-day
Gaza war last
May allowed

Egypt to once again
market itself as an
indispensable
security partner for
Israel in the region — which it is —
which in turn makes it an
indispensable security 
partner for the US

HAFSA HALAWA |
EXPERT ON EGYPT, MIDDLE EAST INSTITUTE

The Japanese
government
will fully

cooperate with the
IAEA to ensure that
Japan’s efforts over
the safety of
releasing contaminated water from
the Fukushima nuclear plant into the
sea are properly evaluated

HIROKAZU MATSUNO |
CHIEF CABINET SECRETARY, JAPAN

UK makes first
seizure of NFTs
London: British tax authorities
said Monday they had made
their first seizure of non-
fungible tokens in a
crackdown on suspected
criminal activity to hide
money. Her Majesty’s Revenue
& Customs seized three NFTs
after investigating an attempt
to defraud the public coffers
of 1.4 million pounds. Around
5,000 pounds worth of other
crypto assets were also
seized. The probe also led to
the arrest of three people for
alleged value added tax
repayment fraud involving 250
fake companies.

Prince Charles’
wife tests Cov+
London: Camilla, Duchess of
Cornwall has tested positive
for COVID-19 four days after
her husband Prince Charles
was confirmed to be infected
with the coronavirus, the
couple’s office said Monday.
Clarence House said Camilla
was self-isolating. Charles has
been isolating since he tested
positive on Thursday, but
Camilla had continued with
public engagements while
taking daily tests. Both
Charles, 73, and 74-year-old
Camilla are triple-vaccinated.
Charles, who is heir to the
British throne, previously
contracted the coronavirus in
March 2020, during the first
wave of the pandemic.

Scholar attacked
over blasphemy
Lahore: An enraged mob
attacked and injured a Shia
scholar for allegedly burning
the pages of a religious book
in Pakistan’s Punjab province,
where a middle-aged mentally
challenged man was stoned to
death a day earlier over
charges of blasphemy. Dozens
of people carrying clubs,
bricks and other objects
surrounded the house of the
scholar in Tandlianwala,
Faislabad district, some 180
kms from Lahore, over
blasphemy allegations.

French cops shoot
knife-wielding man
Paris: French police shot dead
a man who lunged at them
early on Monday with a long-
blade knife at Paris’s busy
Gare du Nord train station,
police sources said. The man
attacked two police officers on
patrol at the station, the
terminus for trains from
London, with a 30-centimetre
(12-inch) knife with ACAB (All
Cops Are Bastards) written on
the blade, said a police source,
who asked not be named. 

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Beijing, Feb 14: Chinese fans of
US sitcom ‘Friends’ have expressed
dismay online after noticing cen-
sorship in recently released episodes
of  the beloved show, including of
LGBT issues.

Several major Chinese stream-
ing sites, including Tencent, Baidu’s
IQiyi Inc, Alibaba’s Youku, and
Bilibili, started showing a version
of  the first season of  the show
Friday, its first re-release in China
for several years.

But fans soon noticed parts of  the
long-running show were different
to what they had seen before and
complained of  censorship which in-
cluded the removal of  lesbian, gay,
bisexual and trans-related content,
as well as mistranslations.

In one example, a conversation
where a main character, Ross, ex-
plained his wife was a lesbian was
deleted.

Another scene where another
character, Joey, suggested going

to a strip joint was translated as
‘goes out to play’ on the version
shown on Tencent Video. Reuters
confirmed the Tencent version of
the re-released season included
those changes.

In recent years, China has shut
tens of  thousands of  websites and
social media accounts that con-
tained what it said was illegal con-
tent as well as vulgar and porno-
graphic material.

“I resolutely boycott the cas-
trated version of  Friends,” said
one user on China’s Twitter-like
Weibo.

“This is defiling a classic,” said

another. A third user said if  you
can’t show the complete version
under the current atmoshphere,
then don’t import it.

The discussion was a hot search
topic on Weibo Sunday.

But in a sign the discussion it-
self  may have caught the atten-
tion of  censors, searches on Weibo
Sunday for several variations on the
hashtag or search ter m
#Friendshasbeencensored pro-
duced either zero or limited re-
cent results.

‘Friends’ has a vast fan base in
China. Many watched it on pirated
DVDs or downloads after the hit 10-
season show first aired in the 1990s.

Chinese streaming site SOHU
TV bought the broadcasting rights
to the show but this ended in 2018,
the company said.

Chinese fans angry as ‘Friends’ re-released with censorship
IN RECENT YEARS,
CHINA HAS SHUT

TENS OF THOUSANDS
OF WEBSITES AND

SOCIAL MEDIA
ACCOUNTS THAT 

CONTAINED WHAT IT
SAID WAS ILLEGAL

CONTENT AS 
WELL AS VULGAR 

AND PORNOGRAPHIC
MATERIAL

‘Friends’ has a vast fan
base in China. Many
watched it on pirated
DVDs or downloads after
the hit 10-season show
first aired in the 1990s

Ukraine hints at concessions to Russia 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 14:An old Chinese
rocket, and not the one from the
Elon Musk-owned SpaceX com-
pany, is set to crash into the lunar
surface March 4, Bill Gray, an as-
tronomer running Project Pluto, has
predicted.

Gray earlier said that the Moon
will get a fresh crater thanks to a
chunk of  a SpaceX rocket that
blasted off  seven years ago and
was abandoned in space after com-
pleting its mission and is on a col-
lision course with the lunar surface.

Now, he has changed his pre-
diction in a big way, saying the old
rocket is not an old Falcon 9 part
but an old Chinese rocket instead.

The preceding candidate launch
was the Chang’e 5-T1 mission,
launched at 18.00 UTC October 23,
2014. Its booster was (we thought)
never seen, he added.

Gray admitted that identifying
objects like this isn’t always as
solid as we’d want it to be.

“I had pretty good circumstan-
tial evidence for the identification,
but nothing conclusive,” Gray said.

Gray is now convinced that this
object is a leftover piece of  a Chinese
rocket, specifically a Long March
3C that launched China’s Chang’e

5-T1 mission to the Moon.
“In a sense, this remains cir-

cumstantial evidence. But I would
regard it as fairly convincing ev-
idence. So I am persuaded that
the object about to hit the moon
March 4, 2022 at 12.25 UTC is ac-
tually the Chang’e 5-T1 rocket
stage,” he added.

Chinese rocket to crash 
into Moon, not SpaceX 

We now have good
evidence that it is actually

2014-065B, the booster for
the Chang’e 5-T1 lunar
mission. It will, however, still
hit the moon within a few
kilometers of the predicted
spot March 4, 2022 at 12.25
UTC, within a few seconds of
the predicted time
BILL GRAY I ASTRONOMER, PROJECT PLUTO

Canada cops’ response to protests
in spotlight as bridge to US cleared
REUTERS

Ottawa/Windsor, Feb 14: As a
six-day old blockade of  North
America’s busiest trade corridor
ended Sunday, Canadians voiced
questions on policing tactics used
to quell the demonstrations in the
border city of  Windsor and in
Ottawa where protests entered a
third week.

The Freedom Convoy protests,
started by Canadian truckers op-
posing a vaccinate-or-quarantine
mandate for cross-border drivers,
have turned into a rallying point
for people opposing the policies of
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s
government, covering everything
from pandemic restrictions to a
carbon tax.

Meanwhile a social media out-
cry has been triggered by im-
ages of  police mingling with a sea
of  protesters in Ottawa, help-
ing some put a fallen tent back
up, and one video showing an
Ontario Provincial Police offi-
cer telling demonstrators I sup-
port you guys 100%.

The police department said the
officer's comments were not in line
with the OPP’s values and they
were investigating.

At least  two members of
Canada’s Special Operations Forces
are also under investigation for al-
legedly supporting the protests,
the military said.

Hundreds of  counter-protesters
Sunday blocked vehicles trying to
join the protest in downtown
Ottawa, frustrated by what they
said was police inaction.

“We need to come together as
people and say this will not stand,”
said one demonstrator in front of
the city’s police headquarters who
said he was an Ottawa resident,
but declined to give his name, fear-
ing reprisals. “We need the police
to actually support the oath that
they took to support this commu-
nity and if  they can’t do that, then
they should resign.”

Police in Windsor cleared the
Ambassador Bridge, a vital trade
route to Detroit, peacefully two
days after the province of  Ontario
declared a state of  emergency and
the city got a court injunction to end
the protest.

A social media outcry
has been triggered by
images of police 
mingling with a sea of
protesters in Ottawa

S KOREA TO ALLOW
SPECIAL VOTING FOR
COVID-19 INFECTED
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Seoul, Feb 14: South Korea’s par-
liament Monday approved plans
to provide a special time for COVID-
19 patients to vote during the March
9 presidential election as the coun-
try grapples with a record-break-
ing Omicron surge.

The proposed revision of  an
election-related law will take ef-
fect if  it is endorsed by the Cabinet
Council and signed by the president
— steps widely considered a for-
mality since the governing and op-
position parties have already agreed
on the measure.

Voters diagnosed with highly
infectious diseases such as COVID-
19 and others placed in quaran-
tine would be allowed to visit polling
stations and cast ballots after reg-
ular voting closes at 6 pm, accord-
ing to a copy of  the legislation on
the website of  the National
Assembly. The special voting time
would close at 7.30 pm. 

Virus patients who have already
applied for postal ballots in a now-
ended registration period can still
vote by mail, according to the
National Election Commission.

On Monday, new virus cases sur-
passed 50,000 for a fifth consecutive
day, taking the country’s confirmed
total to 1,405,246 with 7,102 deaths. 

REUTERS

Moscow/Kyiv, Feb 14: Ukraine’s
ambassador to Britain Monday
backtracked on remarks sug-
gesting that Kyiv would recon-
sider its attempt to join NATO
as Russia masses a huge force
within striking distance of  its
neighbour, but said other con-
cessions could be on offer.

A day after Washington said
Russia could now invade Ukraine
at any time on a surprise pretext,
the Group of  Seven large Western
economies (G7) warned Russia of
“massive” economic consequences
if  it did so, and promised Ukraine
swift support.

German Chancellor Olaf  Scholz
flew to Kyiv for talks, to be fol-
lowed Tuesday by a meeting with
Putin in Moscow, but a German
official said Berlin did not expect
concrete results. British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson called the
situation “very, very dangerous”.

A senior Russian military offi-
cer was quoted by the news agency
Interfax as saying Russia was ready
to fire on foreign vessels that entered
its waters illegally, though such a
decision would have to be approved
at the “highest level”. 

Despite having positioned more
than 100,000 troops near to Ukraine’s
borders, Moscow denies planning

to invade and has accused the West
of  hysteria. But it has made clear
it sees the former Soviet republic’s
quest for closer ties with the West,
notably through NATO, as a threat.

The Kremlin said that if  Ukraine
renounced its aspiration to join
the western military alliance, it
would significantly help address
Russia’s concer ns, and that
President Vladimir Putin would
meet his foreign and defence min-
isters Monday.

Ukrainian Ambassador Vadym
Prystaiko was initially quoted by
the BBC as saying Ukraine might
be “flexible” over this aim, “espe-
cially being threatened like that,
blackmailed by that.”

Later, he said he had been mis-
understood on NATO - although
Ukraine was prepared to make
other concessions.

How big is Russia’s military buildup?

Russia is mobilising a mas-
sive combat force near its
border with Ukraine in-

cluding tanks, artillery, rockets,
and other heavy weaponry. Reports
say they are moving naval ships into
the region to strengthen their fleet
in the Black Sea. Even though the
exact number and locations of
Russian units are unclear given
open source data collection draw-
backs, experts opine that these de-
ployments are uncommon and sig-
nify a worrying escalation of  the
nation’s continuing conflict with
Ukraine.
Russian Forces Deployed Near
Ukraine

There are an estimated 59,750
troops near Ukraine. There are
possibly additional troops in
Belarus. According to data from
Rochan Consulting, there are about
sixty thousand Russian military per-
sonnel positioned in Russia-an-
nexed Crimea, along the border
with Ukraine, and in Belarus,
where they ostensibly entered for
joint military exercises set for mid-
February. 

However, various Western media
sources have said Russia has mar-
shaled between 100,000 and 130,000
forces, likely including additional
air, naval, and paratrooper per-
sonnel. It is unclear whether and how
many Russian regular forces are
in Ukraine’s disputed Donbas region

aiding the tens of  thousands of  sep-
aratists. Russia continues to deny
any involvement there.
How does Russian military com-
pare to Ukraine’s?

Russian military is far superior.
Defense analysts say this gives
Russia a range of  options if  it de-
cides to escalate further, such as bol-
stering separatists fighting in the
Donbas to a full-fledged assault
aimed at seizing all of  Ukraine.

The countries’ success or failure
on the battlefield would be influ-
enced by many factors. These in-
clude but are not limited to the
quality of  the militaries’ training
and leadership, their logistical and
technical support, international
aid, their morale, the level of  civil-
ian resistance, weather, and ter-
rain. Moreover, many of  these el-

ements would likely change
throughout the conflict. For in-
stance, experts say that Russia’s mil-
itary advantage would diminish
if  its offensive were to drag on for
an extended period and develop
into a grinding insurgency with
Ukrainian forces.
Russia’s Military Advantage

Notes Tanks include only main
battle tanks and infantry fighting
vehicles. Combat aircraft include
only combat-capable fixed-wing
aircraft and attack helicopters.
Combat vessels include only prin-
cipal surface combatants and sub-
marines in the Black Sea. Graphic
excludes space and cyber forces, as
well as most nuclear forces.

Many defense experts note that
Russia has undertaken a remark-
able modernisation effort since its

war with Georgia in 2008, one that
has transformed its Soviet-era force
into an increasingly well-equipped
and well-organized military.
Additionally, its members have
gained considerable combat ex-
perience in the conflicts in Syria
and Ukraine.
How much do Russia and Ukraine
spend on their militaries?

Ukraine has increased its mili-
tary budget significantly since
2014. But even with that boost and
the significant financial support of
the United States and other allies,
Ukraine is still vastly outspent by
Russia. The great financial re-
sources required to sustain Russia’s
recent mobilisation around Ukraine
is illustrative of  the wide dispar-
ity between the two countries’ mil-
itary capabilities.

How do Russian, Ukrainian militaries stack up?
RUSSIA’S 

EXTRAORDINARY
SHOW OF FORCE IN

AND AROUND
UKRAINE 

UNDERSCORES THE
MILITARY 

IMBALANCE
BETWEEN THE 

TWO COUNTRIES

G7 says
invasion will

trigger ‘massive’
economic
reprisals

Putin tells
Biden US

response does
not meet Russian
demands

Major share
markets

rattled, oil
surges to new
nine-year high

Germany’s
Scholz

due in Kyiv,
then Moscow

Tuesday

Envoy says concessions available,
but not on NATO membership bid
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With RBI & Ministry, not just on
crypto but on every other thing

as well, I think there’s complete harmony
with which we’re working, respecting
each other’s domain and also knowing
what we’ve to do with each other’s
priorities & in the interest of the nation.
There’s no turfing here
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN | FINANCE MINISTER

Tata Sons Monday announced the appointment
of former chairman of Turkish Airlines Ilker Ayci
as the Chief Executive Officer and Managing
Director of Air India. The Air India board met this
afternoon to consider the candidature of Ilker
Ayci and after due deliberations approved the
appointment of Ayci as the CEO & MD of Air
India, Tata Sons said in a statement

NEW CEO&MD OF AIR INDIA
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Amazon and
MSME will
tread together.

We both will move
towards progress,
enhance our
production, and
supply good products to the people

NARAYAN RANE | MSME MINISTER

of the
day uote 

The CY 2021
was more of a
recovery year

for business from the
ongoing impact of
COVID, and the same
was reflected in our
annual automobile trend report 2021.
The trends show an overall healthy
growth for the automobile market,
with more buyers and sellers opting
to go online

SANDEEP AGGARWAL |
CHAIRMAN AND CEO, DROOM

"Bengaluru is
the biggest
exporter of

roses in India. Our
cargo infrastructure,
powered by
technology, provides
rapid distribution of perishable
cargo, making BLR Airport the
preferred cargo airport in South India

SATYAKI RAGHUNATH | CHIEF STRATEGY &
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER, BIAL

Palm oil imports
down 29% in Jan
New Delhi: India’s palm oil
imports declined by 29.15 per
cent to 5,53,084 tonne during
January this year, but there
was a sharp rise in shipments
of RBD palmolein affecting
domestic refineries, industry
body Solvent Extractors
Association (SEA) said
Monday. India, the world’s
leading vegetable oil buyer,
imported 7,80,741 tonne of
palm oils in January 2021. The
country’s total vegetable oil
imports rose 16 per cent to
12.70 lakh tonne, compared to
10.96 lakh tonne YoY.

CIL net profit
rises 48% in Q3
New Delhi: State-owned Coal
India Ltd Monday reported a
47.7 per cent rise in consolidated
net profit to `4,558.39 crore for
the quarter ended December 31,
2021, on the back of higher
revenue from operations. The
PSU’s consolidated net profit
was at `3,085.39 crore in the
year-ago period, Coal India Ltd
(CIL) said. The consolidated
revenue from operations of the
company during October-
December period increased to
`28,433.50 crore from 
`23,686.03 crore YoY.

Jio arm to invest
$200mn in Glance
New Delhi: Jio Platforms will
invest $200 million, about
`1,500 crore, in SoftBank-
backed Inmobi’s Glance
platform, which provides
mobile lock screen content
including videos and
advertisement on it. Glance
will use the funds raised to
double down on growth in
Asia as well as launch in key
global markets including the
US, Brazil, Mexico and Russia.
“With the help of this
investment, Glance expects to
launch in several key markets
globally as well as extend the
experience to millions of Jio
users,” Jio Platforms Director
Akash Ambani said.

PE/VC money
rises to $4.5bn
New Delhi: Thirteen large
deals of over $100 million
each and heightened focus
on startups helped the Indian
venture investing ecosystem
post a 180 per cent increase
in the overall activity in
January to $4.5 billion across
117 transactions. The private
equity and venture capital
(PE/VC) funds had invested
$4.4 billion across 102 deals
in December. E-commerce
was the most active sector
when it comes to inflows,
accounting for $1.7 billion of
investments in 20 deals.

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

New Delhi, Feb 14:The Indian gov-
ernment has set the ball rolling
for the country’s biggest initial
public offering (IPO) by March-
end, filing draft papers for a share
sale by state-owned insurance giant
Life Insurance Corp of  India (LIC)
with regulators Sunday.

Here are some four key facts to
consider ahead of  the IPO:
ASSETS UNDER MANAGEMENT

LIC’s assets under management
(AUM) stood at ̀ 39.56 trillion as of
September 30, 2021 - more than
three times the total AUM of  all
private life insurers in Asia’s third
largest economy. LIC, the biggest do-
mestic institutional investor, has

25% of  its AUM invested in equities.
COMPETITION

The firm is a household name in
India. It has seen private compe-

tition heat up, but it has been able
to maintain its market share at
66%. However, new business has
been growing at a tepid pace com-

pared to some other players.
In the year ended March, 2021,

gross written premiums for LIC
increased by 6.30%, compared with
24% for SBI Life and 18% for HDFC
Life. LIC’s new business margin
was 9.90%, compared with 20% for
SBI Life and 26.10% for HDFC Life.
POLICYHOLDERS AND AGENTS

LIC has 283 million policyhold-
ers and the largest agent network
in the country with 1.35 million
registered agents.

In the IPO, the firm will also ear-
mark a certain percentage of
shares for policyholders, not ex-
ceeding 10% of  the offer size,
while the portion reserved for
employees will not be more than
5% of  post-offer equity share cap-

ital, according to the filing. LIC
employed 114,498 people as of  end-
March, 2021. In order to encourage
policyholders to invest in the IPO,
the firm has deployed sales agents
to persuade policyholders - many
of  them first-time investors in eq-
uities - to open trading accounts. 
RISKS FLAGGED

In the draft prospectus the in-
surance behemoth has flagged cer-
tain risks, such as that it may need
additional capital in the future and
that it cannot guarantee that it
will be able to amass that capital
“on acceptable terms or at all”.

LIC may also need to pump in ad-
ditional capital in IDBI Bank, ac-
cording to the filing, which could
also further strain its balance sheet.

KEY FACTS ABOUT LIC AS $8 BILLION MEGA-IPO NEARS
Very little was 

previously known about

finances at the 65-year-

old firm, which declared

its embedded value for

the first time pegging it

at `5.39 trillion.

Embedded value is a

measure of future cash

flows in life insurance

companies, a key gauge

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 14: The BSE bench-
mark Sensex plunged 1,747 points
while the Nifty crashed below the
17,000-level Monday as escalating
Russia-Ukraine tensions sparked a
retreat from riskier assets globally.

A depreciating rupee and for-
eign fund outflows added to the
gloom, traders said.

Plunging for the second straight
session, the 30-share BSE Sensex
nosedived 1,747.08 points or 3 per
cent to settle at 56,405.84. This was
its biggest single-day drop since
February 26, 2021.

On similar lines, the broader
NSE Nifty plummeted 531.95 points
or 3.06 per cent to 16,842.80 -- clos-
ing below the key 17,000-level for the
first time this year.

The Sensex has now lost 2,520.19

points in just two sessions. Investors
have lost more than `12.38 lakh
crore in two days, with the market
capitalisation of  all BSE-listed firms
standing at `2,55,42,725.42 crore.

On the Sensex chart, barring

TCS, all shares closed with steep to
moderate losses Monday. Tata Steel
was the biggest laggard, tumbling
5.49 per cent, followed by HDFC,
SBI, ICICI Bank, IndusInd Bank,
Kotak Bank and Maruti. “On the do-
mestic front, the annual WPI infla-
tion eased marginally to 12.96 per cent
in January from 13.56 per cent in
December, but still high, amid mod-
eration in the fuel and power prices,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of  Research
at Geojit Financial Services.

Elsewhere in Asia, bourses closed
deep in the red after concerns that
Russia may soon invade Ukraine,

which also sent oil prices soaring.
Markets in Europe too were trad-

ing with heavy losses in the after-
noon session.

MARKET MAYHEM

Bloodbath at D-Street; Sensex sinks 3% 
Increased tension

between the US and
Russia over Ukraine

sent oil prices rising and
forced investors to dump

risky assets. Risk 
sentiment was further

dampened ahead of the
Fed’s emergency meeting

which heightened 
fears of aggressive 

monetary tightening

Plunging for the second straight
session, the BSE Sensex nosedived

1,747.08 points

NSE Nifty plummeted 531.95
points or 3.06 per cent to 16,842.80

All 19 BSE sectoral indices
suffered losses, with realty, 

metal and banking plummeting
over 5 per cent

Global crude oil benchmark Brent
futures spiked over 1 per cent to
$95.44 per barrel 

The rupee plunged by 24 paise to
close at 75.60 against the US
currency

The two indices witnessed their
sharpest percentage fall in 10
months

MARKETS IN A BEAR TRAP AS INVESTORS LOSE `10L CR IN TWO DAYS

RISING GEOPOLITICAL TENSIONS:
The market crash was mainly
induced by heavy global sell off
fuelled by escalating tensions
between Russia and the West
over Ukraine. Wall Street’s
benchmark S&P 500 index lost 
1.9 per cent Friday after the 
White House told Americans to
leave Ukraine within 48 hours.

CRUDE OIL ON BOIL: Russia is 
one of the biggest oil producers.
Any military action that disrupts
supplies could send shockwaves
through energy markets and
global industry. It hit a peak of
$96.16, the highest since October
2014. Besides, OPEC and its allies,
struggle to ramp up output
despite monthly pledges to
increase production by 400,000
barrels per day (bpd) until March.

Investors are advised to
keep strict stop loss

considering the volatility in
the markets. Also, buy on dips
is suggested, but investors
should plan their position
keeping adequate liquidity
RAHUL SHARMA | EQUITY 99

BANK STOCKS UNDER LENS:
The bank index continued to be
under pressure on both sensex
and Nifty after CBI filed an
official complaint against ABG
Shipyard for allegedly cheating
a consortium of banks of over
`22,842 crore and its promoters
accused it of defrauding banks.
The PSU Bank index crashed
nearly 6 per cent, while private
bank and bank index finished
over 4 per cent lower.

US FED RATE HIKE FEARS:
Investors are continuously
eyeing rate cuts to be done by
the US Federal Reserve to curb
inflation which is at a four-
decade high and about how
quickly Europe and other
central banks would follow.

TOP REASONS FOR TODAY’S CRASH

REUTERS

Mumbai, Feb 14:The former head
of  India’s largest stock exchange,
Chitra Ramkrishna, shared confi-
dential information with a yogi and
sought his advice on crucial deci-
sions, a probe by the market regu-
lator has found, ahead of  the bourse’s
much-awaited public listing.

In a case of  “bizarre miscon-
duct” that was a “glaring breach”
of  regulations, Chitra Ramkrishna,
the former CEO of  NSE, shared
information including the bourse’s
financial projections, business plans
and board agenda with a purported
spiritual guru in the Himalayas,
the Securities and Exchange Board
of  India (SEBI) said.

“The sharing of  financial and
business plans of  NSE ... is a glar-
ing, if  not unimaginable, act that
could shake the very foundations
of  the stock exchange,” SEBI said,
imposing penalties on Ramkrishna,
the bourse and other top former ex-
ecutives for the lapses. The guru was
running the exchange,  and
Ramkrishna was “merely a puppet
in his hands”, SEBI said.

After a three-year investigation,
SEBI fined the exchange over $90
million and barred it from raising
money on securities markets for six
months. NSE challenged the order
in court and has sought SEBI’s ap-
proval to file for a new IPO.

However, during that investi-
gation, SEBI found documents
showing Ramkrishna’s emails to an

unknown person, who she said
during questioning was a “spiritual
force” she had sought guidance
from for 20 years.

Ramkrishna, in her defence, told
SEBI that sharing of  information
with the person who was “spiritual
in nature” did not compromise
confidentiality or integrity.

The SEBI probe also found the
purported guru had substantial
influence over the appointment of
a mid-level executive, without any
capital market experience, directly
as an adviser to Ramkrishna with
inadequate documentation and a
salary higher than most senior
NSE officials.

Himalaya yogi ran
former-NSE MD as
puppet master: SEBI

NSE and its board was aware of
the exchange of confidential

information but had chosen to
“keep the matter under wraps”

SEBI fined NSE `20 million and
has barred the exchange from

launching any new products for six
months

SEBI also imposed a penalty of
`30 million on Ramkrishna and

barred her from any bourse and
SEBI-registered intermediary for
three years
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New Delhi, Feb 14: Driven by ris-
ing prices certain food items, retail
inflation soared to a seven-month
high of  6.01 per cent in January,
breaching the upper tolerance level
of  the Reserve Bank.

According to the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) data released by the
government Monday, the retail in-
flation in ‘oils and fats’ category
stood at 18.7 per cent

Several other segments, including
fuel and light, clothing and footwear
and transport and communication
witnessed over 9 per cent price
rise on an annual basis.

The CPI inflation in December
2021 has been revised upwards to
5.66 per cent from 5.59 per cent. In
the year-ago month of  January
2021, the retail inflation stood at 4.06
per cent. The previous high was 6.26
per cent in June 2021.

As per the data released by the
National Statistical Office (NSO),
the inflation in the food basket was
5.43 per cent in January 2022 as
against 4.05 per cent in the pre-
ceding month.

The rate of  price rise in ‘cereals
and products’ quickened to 3.39

per cent during the month as
against 2.62 per cent in December.

Likewise, the retail inflation in
‘meat and fish’ category accelerated
to 5.47 per cent from 4.58 per cent.
In vegetables, the inflation moved
up to 5.19 per cent against a de-
celeration of  (-)2.99 per cent in

December. However, price rise of  ‘oil
and fats’ softened during the month
with an inflation print at 18.70 per
cent. Fuel and light segment too wit-
nessed a softening of  inflation at
9.32 per cent against 10.95 per cent.

The Reserve Bank, which
mainly factors in the CPI-based in-

flation, has been tasked by the
government to keep the inflation
at 4 per cent, with margin of  2
per cent on either side.

7-MONTH
HIGH Retail inflation spurts to 6.01% in Jan

WPI inflation eases
to 12.96%

New Delhi: India’s wholesale price
index stayed in the double digits in
January, for the 10th month in a row,
as firms grapple with rising input
costs and more pass on higher prices
to consumers. Wholesale prices in
January rose 12.96% from a year ear-
lier, less than the previous month’s
13.56%, government data showed
Monday. It was higher than the
12.70% forecast in a Reuters poll of
analysts, in part due to higher food
prices - up 9.55% on the year, versus
9.24% in December. Consumer price-
based inflation, the main gauge moni-
tored by the monetary policy commit-
tee of the RBI, was at a five-month
high of 5.59% in December.
Wholesale fuel and power prices in
January rose 32.27% on year versus
32.30% in December, while manufac-
tured product prices rose 9.55%,
against 10.62% in the prior month.
Wholesale prices of food accelerated
at a 9.55% pace, versus 9.24% the
previous month.

BA
N

K 
BU

ZZ

BoI to re-launch “Branch Adalat” campaign
Bhubaneswar: Bank of India (BoI) had launched “Branch Adalat” Pan India campaign
from January 31, 2022 to February 5, 2022 with the objective of providing relief to the
borrowers affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, especially small borrowers with out-

standing loans below `25 lakh. It covered loans
under agriculture, MSME, retail and personal
loans. A total of 6, 84,000 NPA borrowers were eli-
gible under this campaign and availed its benefits.
Banks were able to settle NPA loans amounting to
`407 crore during this campaign. In view of the
good response, Bank of India has decided to re-
launch the campaign again during February 28,
2022 to March 5, 2022, for the borrowers who were
unable to avail the benefits last time.

Mega recovery camp organised by PNB
Sambalpur: A mega recovery
camp was organised by Punjab
National Bank, Sambalpur Circle
February 12, 2022 at Sambalpur.
The camp was organised under
the chairmanship of Sanjeev
Bhardwaj, Zonal Manager of
Bhubaneswar, in presence of
Arabinda Panda, Circle Head of
Sambalpur. Bhardwaj has deliberated upon many One Time Settlement
schemes of the bank, emphasising upon the Special OTS Scheme. The
camp was successful and 50 customers attended the recovery camp for
availing the Special OTS Scheme of the Bank.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: State-owned
I n d i a n  Re n e w a b l e  E n e r g y
Development Agency (IREDA)
Monday posted the highest-ever
net profit of  `407.09 crore for
t h e  n i n e  m o n t h s  e n d e d
December 31, 2021.

“Indian Renewable Energy
Development Agency (IREDA), a
PSU under the Ministry of  New
& Renewable Energy (MNRE),
has posted a total income from
operations of  ̀ 2,136.64 crore and
a profit after tax (PAT) of  `407.09
crore for nine months ended
December 31, 2021,” the company
said in a statement.

IREDA’s board of  directors ap-
proved the audited financial re-
sults for the nine months ended
December 31, 2021, in a meeting
held Monday.

Its Chairman and Managing
Director Pradip Kumar Das said in
the statement: “Rs 407.09 crore is
the highest-ever PAT in the his-
tory of  the company, not only for
the period of  nine months but also
even considering the annual profit
of  the company in the past.”

He, therefore, added that IREDA
has reported its highest-ever PAT
of  ̀ 407.09 crore. It highlighted the
performance in October-December
2021 as compared to the corre-
sponding period during FY2020–21.

The loan sanction stood at
`1,439.33 crore (Q3) against
`1,281.22 crore (in same period a
year ago, it said. Similarly, the loan
disbursement (in Q3) stood at
`1,484.84 crore as against ̀ 777.88
crore a year ago.

ALL-TIME HIGH

IREDA posts profit 
of `407 crore in Q3
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Madrid, Feb 14: One more
minute and Espanyol’s 13-year
winless streak against crosstown
rival Barcelona in the Spanish
league would finally be over.
Sixty more seconds and its 23-
match winless run against the
Spanish powerhouse would fi-
nally come to an end.

But Espanyol couldn’t stop a
goal by Luuk de Jong in the sixth
minute of  second-half  stoppage
time, and had to settle for a 2-2
draw Sunday that extended its un-
successful run in the Catalan derby.

The draw came as a relief  for
Barcelona but halted its good run
after consecutive league victories
against Alavés and defending cham-
pion Atlético Madrid.

The result was enough to move
the Catalan club past Atlético and
back into fourth place in the final
Champions League spot. It is 15
points behind league leader Real
Madrid with a game in hand fol-
lowing Madrid’s 0-0 draw at
Villarreal Saturday.

Espanyol, sitting in 13th place,
hasn’t beaten Barcelona in the
league since February 2009. Its last
home victory against its rival was
in 2007, though it beat Barcelona in
a Copa del Rey match in 2018.
Espanyol is winless in its last five
league games.

De Jong netted the equaliser
with a header from the middle of
the area after a long cross by Adama
Traoré as the game neared its end.

Barcelona had taken an early
lead with Pedri scoring from close
range after a cross by Jordi Alba
two minutes into the match at
RCDE Stadium. The hosts equalized
in the 40th with a shot from outside
the area by Sergi Darder.

Barcelona thought it had gone
ahead when Gavi found the net
early in the second half, but the
goal was disallowed for offside. It
was Espanyol that took the lead
about 10 minutes later, with Raúl

de Tomás netting the go-ahead goal
after a nice long pass by Darder.

Barcelona defender Gerard Piqué
and Espanyol midfielder Nico
Melamed were sent off  in stop-
page time after getting into an al-
tercation.

Barcelona was without Dani
Alves, who served the first of  his
two-game suspension for a red card
in the win against Atlético. He was
replaced by American Sergiño
Dest. Xavi also couldn’t count on
forward Memphis Depay because
of  an injury.

Ousmane Dembélé came off  the
bench in the second half  for his first
appearance since not accepting a
new deal with the club and reject-

ing offers to leave in the winter
transfer window.

Barcelona were trying to win
three consecutive league games
for the first time since April 2021,
when it won six in a row.

Real Betis strengthened its hold
on third place in the Spanish league
with a 4-2 win at last-place Levante,
with Nabil Fekir scoring twice and
Edgar González and William

Carvalho adding a goal each to se-
cure Manuel Pellegrini’s team its
seventh win in its last nine matches
in all competitions.

The win left Betis seven points
behind city rival Sevilla, which
defeated Elche 2-0 on Friday, and 11
behind Madrid. Betis has a four-
point gap to fourth-place Atlético,
which beat Getafe 4-3 on Saturday.
Atlético has a game in hand.

Betis is one of  the hottest teams
in Spain under Pellegrini and is still
in the Europa League and the Copa
del Rey. It won 2-1 at Rayo Vallecano
in the first leg of  the Copa semifi-
nals on Wednesday.

Daniel Gómez scored both
goals for Levante, which had

striker Roberto Soldado sent off
in  the  74th.  T he club from
Valencia has lost six of  its last
seven league matches, includ-
ing three in a row.

Valencia’s winless streak in the
league reached six matches after a
1-2 loss at relegation-threatened
Alavés. Joselu’s 76th-minute penalty
kick gave the hosts their second win
in three matches and left the club
three points from safety.

Mamadou Loum N’Diaye had
opened the scoring for Alavés in the
14th before Gonçalo Guedes equal-
ized in the 62nd. Valencia has lost
four of  its last six league matches
and dropped to 12th in the 20-team
standings.

De Jong saves Barca’s day
Dutch striker comes off the bench to score the equaliser in the stoppage time sealing

a 2-2 draw for the Blaugrana in the Catalan Derby against Espanyol 

It was a step
backward in the fight
for the league. It’s

going to be hard, but we have
to keep fighting until the end
XAVI HERNANDEZ
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Milan, Feb 14 : AC Milan surged
to the top of  Serie A with a 1-0 win
over Sampdoria. After beating city
rival Inter Milan 2-1 in the previ-
ous round, Milan was third in the
standings going into its game
against Sampdoria and trailed
leader Inter — which was held 1-1
at Napoli Saturday — by two points.

That all changed when Milan
goalkeeper Mike Maignan set up the
winning goal for Rafael Leao in
the eighth minute. The France in-
ternational sent a long kick from
outside his penalty area to feed
Leao who controlled the ball on
the left flank before moving past de-
fender Bartosz Bereszynski to beat
Sampdoria goalkeeper Wladimiro
Facone.

It was the 10th goal of  the season
for the Portugal forward in his
100th appearance for the Rossoneri.
Striker Olivier Giroud, who scored
both goals in the game against
Inter, had his second-half  header
from close range fingertipped over
by Facone.

Milan tops the table with 55
points, one clear of  Inter in second
with Napoli another point back.
Inter has a game in hand on both
teams. Milan’s three wins in a
week, including a 4-0 rout of  Lazio
in the Coppa Italia, pleased coach
Stefano Pioli.

Danilo scored a stoppage-time
equalizer for Juventus to draw 1-
1 at Atalanta and retain fourth
place. The Brazilian headed in off
a corner from Paulo Dybala.

Fifth-place Atalanta was close to
bouncing back from a home loss to
Cagliari with a victory at the ex-
pense of  Juventus. Substitute
Ruslan Malinovskyi gave the hosts
a late lead in Bergamo. Malinovskyi
fired a long-distance shot into the
top corner in the 76th minute after
receiving a backheel pass from a
free-kick, giving goalkeeper
Wojciech Szczesny no chance to
prevent the goal.

In an entertaining game,
Juventus’ newly signed striker
Dusan Vlahovic had several chances
saved by goalkeeper Marco
Sportiello. Juventus is on 46 points,
two more than Atalanta.

Bryan Cristante headed in an in-
jury-time equalizer to salvage a 2-
2 draw for Roma at 10-man Sassuolo.
Tammy Abraham converted from
the penalty spot to put Roma ahead
in first-half  stoppage time. Sassuolo
turned things around after half-
time due to an own-goal by Chris
Smalling and Hamed Junior Traore
put the hosts ahead in the 73rd.

Five minutes later, Sassuolo was
reduced to 10 men after Gian Marco
Ferrari received his second yel-
low card. Roma remains seventh,
Sassuolo is 12th.

Leao leads AC Milan 
to the top of Serie A

Rafael Leao (C) reacts after scoring
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Paris, Feb 14: Following its re-
peated failures to win Europe’s
most coveted trophy, Paris Saint-
Germain perfectly knows that
adding up individual talents is not
enough to make a team success-
ful on the biggest stage.

Since its wealthy Qatari own-
ers took control of  the French side
more than 10 years ago, PSG has
grown into a global brand with
strong commercial revenues. Year
after year its roster has become
more and more formidable, with the
addition of  superstars like David
Beckham, Zlatan Ibrahimovic,
Neymar and Kylian Mbappe.

And year after year the title it
craves so much, the Champions
League, has remained unreach-
able despite coming close in 2020
with a runner-up finish.

Taking example from the
“Galácticos” policy in place during
Florentino Pérez’s presidency at
Real Madrid, PSG has however not
given up on its strategy. Having
secured the services of  a four-time
Champions League and seven-time
Ballon d’Or winner this season in
Lionel Messi, the club hopes it will
be a game-changer. 

And the former Barcelona great

is now under pressure to deliver
against Madrid in a clash between
a club that likes to brand itself  the
Kings of  Europe and soccer’s “nou-
veaux riches”.

PSG host the 13-time winners
in the first leg of  a round of  16
match Tuesday at the Parc des
Princes. Messi has adapted slowly
to his new club since he signed a

two-year deal with PSG last sum-
mer, scoring just seven goals in 20
appearances. 

PSG coach Mauricio Pochettino
keeps repeating the 34-year-old
Argentine great needs time to find
the right balance in his new sur-
roundings, but all eyes will be on
Messi against Madrid, a club he tor-
tured during his long spell in Spain

with Barcelona, scoring 26 goals and
delivering 14 assists in 45 games.

With Neymar just back from in-
jury and unlikely to start, PSG will
also be counting on Mbappe to
make an impact. The France for-
ward, who has long been courted
by Madrid, has been in superb
form recently and scored an in-
jury-time winner Friday in the
French league.

A mouth-watering duel between
Mbappe and France teammate
Karim Benzema seems unlikely
to unfold. Benzema has been in-
cluded in the Madrid squad but is
doubtful as he works his way back
from a hamstring injury that has
kept him out since last month. 

Madrid hasn’t reached the final
since completing a straight hat
trick of  European Cups in 2018.
Now coach Carlo Ancelotti trav-
els to face the side he once coached
with only one win in the past four
matches in all competitions, but
confidence remains high.

PSG-REAL MADRID FACE-OFF HIGHLIGHTS CHAMPIONS LEAGUE LAST 16

Time for Messi to step up against Real

Lionel Messi (R) would be eager to find his best form against his old rival side
Real Madrid, while his Argentina and PSG teammate Angel di Maria would be
hoping to perform well against his former club 

TONIGHT’S MATCHES
PSG v REAL MADRID

SPORTING CP v MAN CITY

TIME: 01:30 am (Wednesday)

Telecast: Sony Ten channels
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Sydney, Feb 14: Senior Australia
batter Steve Smith is expected to
make a full recovery within a week
from his latest concussion episode
and be available for the tour of
Pakistan next month.

Smith, who has a history of  con-
cussions, hit his head hard on the
SCG turf  in an audacious leaping
attempt to stop a six near bound-
ary rope in the second T20I against
Sri Lanka which Australia won in
Super Over Sunday.

His concussion diagnosis was
confirmed late Sunday and Cricket
Australia (CA) said the 32-year-old
will be subject to “low level proto-
cols” over the coming days before
an anticipated recovery within the

week. “(Smith) will be subject to low
level protocols for the next few
days and full recovery in 6-7 days,”
the CA said in a statement.

The star right-handed batter has
already been ruled out of  the re-
maining three matches of  the on-
going T20I series against Sri Lanka.
CA has not named any replacement
for Smith in the Australian squad.
There is enough time for Smith to
recover for the Pakistan tour which
begins with a Test March 4. 

There was considerable concern
when Smith fell near the boundary
line after his spectacular but un-
successful fielding effort as Pat
Cummins and Glenn Maxwell ur-
gently gestured for medical attention.
Smith was back on his feet not long
after and enquired as to whether

umpires had called for a six or not.
He was seen walking around the

dressing and talking with teammates
after Australia held on for victory fol-
lowing a dramatic Super Over finish.
“Thanks everyone for reaching out.
My head has felt better but I will be
ok,” Smith tweeted later.

The latest scare is not the first
time Smith has been concussed.
It was his third concussion in two-
and-a-half  years. He was famously
subbed out of  an Ashes Test at
Lord’s against England in 2019 – the
first ever such case – after being
felled by a Jofra Archer delivery.

Smith also sat out a white ball se-
ries in England in 2020 after being
struck while batting in the Old
Trafford practice nets. He also re-
vealed last summer that he nearly
missed an ODI against India after
suffering from vertigo and vomit-
ing due to the formation of  small
crystals known as ‘ear rocks’.

“It didn’t look great,” Smith's
team-mate Matthew Wade told
‘cricket.com.au’. “I think he hit
the ground pretty hard. Whether
he went lights out or not, I'm not
100 per cent sure. That's something
only he can answer.”

Pacer Josh Hazlewood said:
“When anyone dives and doesn’t get
up straight away, there’s always a
bit of  concern. It’s good to see him
walking around now and make his
way off  the field.”

Smith likely to be fit for Pak tour 

Steve Smith is getting medical attention after suffering concussion

Indian women’s hockey team players involve in an intra-squad match during their practice session at the Kalinga
Stadium in Bhubaneswar, Monday PHOTO: BIKASH NAYAK

WARMING UP
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Potchefstroom (South Africa), Feb
14: Drag-flicker Harmanpreet Singh
scored four goals to help India de-
molish South Africa 10-2 and bounce
back from their last outing defeat
in style in the men’s FIH Pro League
hockey here Sunday.

After an evenly contested first
quarter when the scores were tied
1-1, India completely dominated
in the remaining three periods,
pumping in nine goals against the

hapless South Africans to notch
up their third win in four matches.

Tokyo Olympics bronze medal-
list India, who were stunned by
lower-ranked France Saturday, won
by the same margin in their first-
leg match against South Africa.

Harmanpreet scored in the 36th,
52nd, 60th and 60th minute while
Shilananda Lakra (27th and 48th
minute) struck a brace. Surender
Kumar (15th), Mandeep Singh
(28th), Sumit (45th) and Shamsher
Singh (56th) were the other goal
scorers for India. Daniel Bell (12th)
and Connor Beauchamp (53rd)
scored for South Africa. 

India thus ended their South
African leg of  the FIH Pro League
on a high note a day after the 2-5 de-
feat by France. They will face Spain
in their next match in Bhubaneswar.

Harmanpreet hits 4 
in India’s rout of SA POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Odisha
Police and Sports Odisha register vic-
tories with big margins over their re-
spective opponents in the Odisha
Women’s League football tourna-
ment here, Monday.

Odisha Police humbled SAI-STC
8-0 in their match at the Capital
Ground. Satyabati Khadia and

Jabamani Tudu scored a brace
each, while Jasoda Munda, Pyari
Xaxa, Monica Minz and Jasmani
Samad found the target once each
to complete the rout.

Subhasmita Subhadarshini Das’
hat-trick helped Sports Odisha
thrash Rising Student Club 4-1.
Manisa Naik completed the score-
sheet. Amrita Naik found the con-
solation goal for RSC.

ODISHA POLICE, SPORTS
ODISHA WIN BIG IN OWL

Players of Sports Odisha
and Rising Student Club in
action during their game
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