
POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, March 9: Two persons
were killed and one critically in-
jured after a portion of  the wall of
the bridge connecting Chhatra
Bazaar and Malgodown in this city
collapsed Wednesday evening. The
toll may rise as many people are be-
lieved to be trapped under the de-
bris. The incident happened dur-
ing the peak hours of  the evening. 

An ODRAF team with fire
brigade personnel rushed to the
spot to carry out rescue opera-
tions. Cuttack DCP Prateek Singh
and District Collector, Bhabani
Shankar Chayani also reached the
spot to supervise the work. Also
present at the spot was CMC
Commissioner Ananya Das. 

Eyewitnesses said that the res-
cue team brought out three criti-
cally injured people and rushed
them to the SCB Medical College
and Hospital here. Two of  the in-
jured died while undergoing treat-
ment, while the condition of  the
third is said to be very critical.
The deceased were identified as
Kartik Dehury and Ajit Dehury

Singh informed that the deceased
were contractual workers engaged
in the renovation work of  the bridge.
“We will continue with the rescue
operations to ensure that no one is
left under the debris,” the DCP said. 

The ODRAF team has brought in

excavators to facilitate rescue work.
As of  now, no one has been able to
correctly state the exact number of
people trapped under the debris.

A large number of  anxious faces
were seen at the accident site as
the ODRAF team worked at fre-
netic pace to bring out those, who
may still be under the debris. Many

traders and vegetable vendors usu-
ally display and sell their wares on
the bridge in the evening . 

Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik
while announcing ex-gratia for
the kin of  the deceased wished
speedy recovery to the injured. 

Chayani informed that an in-
quiry will be launched and action

will be taken against those found
responsible behind the mishap.
“It is unfortunate that this oc-
curred during the renovation and
expansion work of  the Taladanda
Canal road. All precautionary
measures were in place.  I will be
able to say more only after com-
pletion of  a probe,” said Chayani.

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

y
y

Actor Vaani Kapoor says she is
blessed to be working in the best
era of Hindi cinema

CANDID CONFESSION
Robert Lewandowski scores a memorable 
hat-trick to help Bayern Munich reach
Champions League quarters

LEWANDOWSKI STEALS SHOW
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Counting of votes for elections in UP,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Goa and Manipur
takes place today

NATIONAL | P9

COUNTING TODAY

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

When people started casting aspersions
on election process, I stopped voting.

Now, I vote only in poll surveys!
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First human milk bank in Odisha
Bhubaneswar: Odisha got its first human milk bank which
was inaugurated in the paediatric unit of the Capital Hospital
here Wednesday. This incidentally is the 34th Comprehensive
Lactation Management Centre (CLMC) in India. The initiative
by the National Health Mission (NHM) will cater to the needs
of several newborns across Odisha. Director of Capital
Hospital, Dr Laxmidhar Sahu said the facility will store
mother’s milk, which will be supplied to hospitals across
Odisha, if the need arises. “Many mothers fail to breastfeed
their newborn initially. This human milk bank will come as a
great help for such mothers,” Dr Sahu said. MORE P3

AGENCIES

New Delhi, March 9: The Supreme
Court granted bail Wednesday to
AG Perarivalan who has been serv-
ing life sentence in the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case. The apex court
took note of  his long incarcera-
tion of  over 30 years and no history
of  complaint when out on parole.

A bench comprising Justices L
Nageswara Rao and BR Gavai di-
rected the convict, whose death
penalty was commuted into life
term in 2014, to report to a local po-
lice station near Chennai in the
first week of  every month. It ordered

that the additional conditions for
release would be decided by a local
court there.

“There is no dispute regarding
the fact that the applicant has un-
dergone the sentence of  more than
30 years. We are informed by the
counsel for the applicant that he was
released on parole thrice earlier
and there was no complaint about
his conduct during his release,”
the bench said in its order.

The bench considered the fact
that Perarivalan has acquired ed-
ucational qualifications and has
been suffering ill health during in-
carceration. “Taking into account
the fact that the applicant has already
spent more than 30 years in prison,
we are of  the considered view that
he is entitled to be released in on bail
in spite of  the vehement opposi-
tion of  the ASG (additional solici-
tor general, who appeared for the
Centre), subject to the final disposal
of  the SLPs (special leave petitions)
here,” the bench said. 

The Supreme Court has been
hearing pleas including the one
in which Perarivalan sought sus-
pension of  his life sentence in the
case ti l l  the CBI-led Multi -
Disciplinary Monitoring Agency
(MDMA) probe is completed.

The CBI, in its affidavit of
November 20, 2020, had told the
apex court that the Tamil Nadu
Governor has to take a call on grant
of  remission to Perarivalan. Later,
the governor referred the mercy
plea to the President of  India say-

ing he does not have the power to
decide it.

Gandhi was assassinated on the
night  of  May 21,  1991 at
Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu by
a woman suicide bomber, identified
as Dhanu, at a poll rally. Fourteen
others, including Dhanu herself,
were also killed. 

In its May 1999 order, the top
court had upheld the death sen-
tence of  four convicts -- Perarivalan,
Murugan, Santham and Nalini.

In April 2000, the Tamil Nadu
Governor had commuted the death
sentence of  Nalini on the basis of
the state government’s recom-
mendation and an appeal by former
Congress president Sonia Gandhi.

The top court had commuted
February 18, 2014 the death sen-
tence of  Perarivalan to life im-
prisonment, along with that of  two
other prisoners – Santhan and
Murugan – on the grounds of  an 11-
year delay in deciding their mercy
pleas by the Centre. 

Bail for Rajiv Gandhi killer after 30+ years  
Perarivalan was arrested
June 11, 1991. He was the

man who had provided the
9-volt battery used in 

detonating the bomb which
was used to assassinate the

former prime minister  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 9: The
Nandankanan Zoological Park
(NZP) here was temporarily closed
for visitors after two wild ele-
phants entered the zoo premises
officials said Wednesday. Efforts
to drive the pachyderms back into
the Chandaka forest have so far
proved futile. 

“We found around 3.00am that
two wild elephants have entered the
zoo area by breaking the outer
boundary wall,” informed Sanjeet
Kumar, Deputy Director of  NZP.
“Our staff  tried to drive the ele-
phants back to the Chandaka sanc-
tuary. However, the elephants did
not budge and remained in a small
forest area near the tiger’s line,”
Kumar added. 

As a precautionary measure and
for the safety of  visitors and ani-
mals the zoo has been closed for a
temporary period. It will be opened
once the pachyderms are driven
back, he informed.

The official also said that ef-
forts will be made after sunset to
drive back the elephants into the
sanctuary. “It is tough to drive the
elephants away during the day.
So we will try to do so in the
evening,” stated Kumar. He in-
formed that the wild jumbos may
have entered the zoo in search of
food and water.

WILD ELEPHANTS
FORCE NZP CLOSURE Bridge wall collapse kills 2  

nAssets to the tune of `7cr
have been found in possession
of Sethy who tried to prevent
the sleuths from entering his
house by locking the door
POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, March 9: Different
teams of  vigilance sleuths con-
ducted raids simultaneously on
properties of  Jagannath Sethy,
working as an engineer in the Rural
Works (Electrical) Department here
in Ganjam district. The raids came
following allegations that he had
amassed wealth disproportionate

to his known source of  income. 
However, when the sleuths tried

to enter two residences belonging
to the engineer in Bhubaneswar and
here, they met with stiff  residence.
Sethy and his son locked them-
selves inside the  houses. Despite
repeated requests they did not open
the door. The sleuths had no option
but to break the doors to enter.  

The Vigilance officials informed
that the two did not facilitate the
search after being informed about
the warrants. They stated that ap-
propriate legal action will be taken
against the two for obstruction in
lawful discharge of  duties.

Till last reports came in, ̀ 19.88

lakh in cash was recovered from
the house of  Sethy. The searches
were underway while the total
value of  his movable and im-
movable properties is yet to be

assessed, the officials said. 
“Simultaneous searches are being

conducted by five Vigilance teams
led by an ASP four DSPs, 10 in-
spectors, and several other subor-
dinate staff,” SP of  the anti-cor-
ruption agency Trilochan Swain
informed. Raids were being carried
out at five different places in Khurda
and Ganjam districts, he added. 

The five places where searches
were conducted include three pala-
tial residences and two offices.

“Raids will continue to detect
all the movable and immovable as-
sets of  Sethy. Several documents
have also been seized which are
being scrutinized,” said an official. 

Engineer under Vigilance scanner

nRussia has now alleged
that the US is developing
bio-weapons on Ukrainian
soil which however, has
been rubbished  

AGENCIES

Moscow/Kyiv, March 9: Russia’s
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Maria Zakharova said Wednesday
that Moscow is not working to top-
ple the Ukrainian government. She
pointed out that some progress has
been made in the three rounds of
talks between Russia and Ukraine.

However, Zakharova alleged that
Moscow has documental evidence
that bio-weapons are being developed
in Ukraine by the US. Referring to
the statement of  US Under-Secretary
of  State for political affairs Victoria
Nuland, the Russian said that in
response to a question, Nuland has
confirmed the existence of  labo-
ratories for biological research.

“We are not talking here about
peaceful uses or scientific goals,”
Zakharova said. “What were you
(US) up to? These (programmes)
were financed by the US Department
of  Defence. They are obliged to of-
ficially explain to the global com-
munity about the programmes in
Ukraine. We want details,” she added. 

Zakharova also denied that Russia
is attacking civilian areas. “The
Russian army’s aim is not to oc-
cupy Ukraine, or destruction of
the statehood, but to ‘de-Nazify’

the country,” she asserted. 
Meanwhile even as announce-

ment of  human corridors were
made, both Russia and Ukraine
blamed each other as civilians
found it still difficult to flee the
war-ravaged country.  Russian air-
craft Tuesday night bombed resi-
dential areas around Kyiv and
Mariupol. A maternity hospital in
Maripul was hit leaving many kids
and mothers dead.  

Bombing continues
despite ceasefire

Ukrainian refugees wait to board a
bus after entering Poland 

MASS BURIAL
IN MARIUPOL 
Mariupol: Under continuous Russian
bombardment, workers in Ukraine’s
besieged port city of Mariupol are
hastily and unceremoniously burying
scores of dead civilians and soldiers
in a mass grave. With morgues over-
flowing and more corpses uncollected
in homes, city officials decided they
could not wait to hold individual buri-
als. A deep trench about 25 metres
long dug in an old cemetery in the
heart of the city is filling up with bod-
ies. So far more than 11,000 civilians
have been killed in this city.

Covovax gets DCGI nod for children  
New Delhi: Serum Institute of India’s CEO Adar Poonawalla
informed Wednesday that its vaccine Covovax has received
emergency use authorisation (EUA) by the DCGI. The approval
has been granted for the administration of the Covid-19
vaccine to adults and children aged above 12 years. It is the
fourth vaccine to receive the regulator’s nod for use among
those below 18 years. Covovax can be also used for those in
the age group of 12 to 17 years. Covovax in global trials has
demonstrated more than 90 per cent efficacy, said
Poonawala. The DCGI had already approved Covovax for
restricted use in emergency situations in adults December 28.

AGAINST RUSSIAN INVASION

Artistes of the ‘Vande Mataram’ stage a road show at PMG Square in
Bhubaneswar protesting against the atrocities of Vladimir Putin 

AGENCIES

Lucknow, March 9:  Three officials
were barred Wednesday from elec-
tion duty in Uttar Pradesh, a day
after the Samajwadi Party (SP) al-
leged that electronic voting ma-
chines were being shifted in an
unauthorised manner. They were
replaced on the directions of  the
Election Commission (EC).

The nodal officer for EVMs in
Varanasi, a returning officer (RO)
in Sonbhadra district and an elec-
tion officer in Bareilly district have
been pulled out from election du-
ties, a day ahead of  the counting of
votes in UP, EC officials said. 

Varanasi DM Kaushal Raj
Sharma said Additional DM Nalini
Kant Singh has been removed from
election duty for negligence in EVM
transportation. She has also been
barred from going to the counting
spot. Additional DM(Finance and
Revenue) Sanjay Kumar has been
made the nodal officer for EVMs.

3 UP poll officials
barred from duty

CM Naveen Patnaik announces `3 lakh ex-gratia to kin of the
deceased, orders RDC-level inquiry into the accident

Rescue operations being carried out to bring
out people trapped under the debris  OP PHOTO



Mumbai: Renowned filmmaker Shekhar
Kapur has been signed to direct a series
based on The Immortals of  Meluha,
the first of  the Shiva Trilogy
penned by Amish Tripathi.

Suparn S Varma, dialogue
writer of  the hit Prime Video
series Family Man, will be the
showrunner and co-director
of  the series. The series will
be the maiden project of  Roy
Price’s production house,
International Art Machine.

Sharing his thoughts on the proj-
ect, Kapur said: “Amish’s Shiva Trilogy
has been India’s great publishing sensation,
crossing every age and class. It’s not just mythol-
ogy, it’s modern storytelling at its best.”

Reflecting on how the trilogy has become a
pop-culture phenomenon, Varma said: “It is a

series of  genre-defining books. I just loved the
re-imagining and the world-building involv-

ing two of  my favorite gods!”
Author Amish Tripathi said: “One
couldn’t have asked for a better

team than this to take my books
into the audio-visual world.
Shekhar is an Oscar-winning
filmmaker. He is among the
best living Indian directors.

Roy is among the most suc-
cessful Hollywood executives,

having created Emmy- and BAFTA-
winning series.”

On Varma, Amish said: “Suparn is one
of  the finest young writer-directors in mod-
ern India, having helmed the critically ac-
claimed and hugely successful Family Man 2.
I am sure we will create a web series that is
worthy of  Lord Shiva.”                                 IANS

MUMBAI: Actress Vaani
Kapoor feels blessed to be
working in the “best
Bollywood era” because
“there is wide acceptance of
subjects that were deemed
forbidden for actors” earlier.

She says, “The fact that
the industry has produced

two back to back progressive films like
Chandigarh Kare Aashiqui (CKA)
and Badhaai Do shows the paradigm
shift that the Hindi film industry is
going through.

“As an artiste, I feel I’m working 
in the best era of  cinema because
there is wide acceptance of  subjects
that were deemed forbidden for actors

to choose.”
Vaani credits the progressive movie-

going audience of  India for accepting
such films with open arms as it would
lead to positive social change towards
inclusivity for all genders.

Vaani says, “I’m delighted that
both CKA and Badhaai Do found its
audience and entertained people with

a heartfelt story of  inclusivity in a
highly divisive world. As an actor
and a consumer of  cinema, I love en-
tertainers that can leave a message
and I’m proud that I was part of  an
uplifting film like CKA!” 

The actress will be next seen in
the much-awaited action drama
Shamshera that releases July 22. IANS

P2
RENEE ZELLWEGER TO STAR 
IN WW II DRAMA SERIES

leisure
Actress Renee Zellweger is set to star in the
drama Avenger Field that is in development at
Peacock. According to Variety, the one-hour
drama series tells the story of those who
established a clandestine all-female US Airforce
program called the WASPs (Women Airforce
Service Pilots) to battle Hitler from home.

Hollywood star Kate Winslet, who took time off
after her power-packed performance as a
Delaware County detective in Mare of
Easttown, says she now wants to throw herself
back at work.“Acting is a joy and a pleasure.
Just keep enjoying what it feels like,” says the
Titanic actress.
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AQUARIUS
Cooperative and supportive,
your colleagues will help
you improve your perform-
ance at work. Also, your creativity will win
you praises from one and all, foretells
Ganesha. The day will have a perfect end
as you will spend quality time with your
friends and family.

PISCES
You are going to be very
emotional today. You will be
able to express your love to
your wife or other loved ones in a very
unique and dramatic way. It is not a
good day for putting forth marriage or
love proposals, and if you do it could
be disappointing. Ganesha says that
professionally you will be very suc-
cessful in all tasks.

SAGITTARIUS
You need to increase your
tolerance power as you may
have to face criticism from
close ones. However, it is not feasible
to please everyone around. You may
just be happy doing basic favours for
your loved ones. Ganesha asks you to
be patient.

LIBRA
Ganesha says today will be
an auspicious day for start-
ing any new work. In the
office you will be assigned new
positions and you shall excel in the
same. Whatever work is undertaken
by you will see you attain success in
it. Today is a lucky day for you
Ganesha says.

SCORPIO
Ganesha predicts that you
shall work towards building
a better future. But do not
expect radical or dynamic changes.
Cruise control is the best way to go for
now, says Ganesha. Patience in itself will
reap rich benefits.

LEO
You will relentlessly try to
find means to progress at
the workplace today. You
will remain steadfast in your resolu-
tions. You will not allow those working
under you to slack. You will need to let
go of your inhibitions and fears to be
happy in life. You will receive the
benifice of highly placed superiors,
says Ganesha.

VIRGO
Emotions that have been
locked in the inner recesses
of your heart might just sur-
face today. You may develop an emotion-
al attachment with your material posses-
sions. However, Ganesha says, if you
don't find your surroundings conducive,
you will feel extremely restless.

GEMINI
You will feel blue and out of
sorts today. You will feel
that you are all alone in the
world, emotionally. Your repressed
desires and your philosophical streak will
come to the fore today and will influence
your dark mood, says Ganesha.

CANCER
You will get a surprise gift or
god news from your friends
or relatives. You will enjoy
with your family. You will get the affection
and co-opeation of family members.
Happiness and rapport in domestic life is
indicated. Ganesha's grace is upon you.

ARIES
You are very apprehensive
about your possessions
today, and will not like to
share them. This mood may be because
of someone particular. Affairs regarding
love, Ganesha says, are progressing fine,
and your married life will bloom.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
You will wake up feeling
determined and decisive
today, says Ganesha. Be
careful as your rigid views may make you
seem stubborn. You may not be willing to
come half way during a conflict and will
make a habit of articulating your 
viewpoint. Tension at the workplace will
eat through most of your time today,
feels Ganesha.

CAPRICORN
If you are planning to fly to
foreign shores for further
studies, start documenta-
tion and other preparations today,
says Ganesha. Whether you are a stu-
dent or not, on this favourable day, all
you need to do is to make a priority
list, follow it and finish off your work
one by one. If you are associated with
Stock Market, expect an advanta-
geous day ahead.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

WINSLET CAN’T WAIT TO GO BACK
TO WORK AFTER YEAR-LONG BREAK

Shekhar to helm series based 
on The Immortals of Meluha

Five-day state level theatre fest Ranga Sangam kicks off

BHUBANESWAR: Ranga Sangam,
a five-day state level drama festival
organised by Odisha Sangeet Natak
Akademi, began here at Rabindra
Mandap, Wednesday.

City-based theatre troupe
Rangabhoomi presented the play
Joddha on the first evening of  the
event. 

Written by Rabindra Nath
Das and directed by
Prashanta Kumar
Mohapatra, the 1 hr 30
minutes play took the
audience back to the
British era and man-
aged to hold their
interest till the end.
The plot revolved
around Gobardhar
aka Gobara, a vil-
lage youth of  the
erstwhile princely
state of  Odisha.
Gobara persuades
the villagers to wage
a war against the

local Jagirdar Samanta Sangram
for his exploitation of  the poor.
However, he is found dead one day
leaving his fellow villagers in a
state of  shock. They take his body
to cremation ground but fail to

burn it due

to heavy rain and return to the vil-
lage.   On the other hand, the rain
drops give Gobara a new lease of  life
and he returns to the village to
finish his incomplete task.

Mithun Malaya Pradhan,
Tanisque Mohanty, Subash Chandra
Behera, Abinash Pati, Shanti
Parida, Minati Swain and Bhaswati

Basu were among the artistes
who performed on the stage. 

Among the dignitaries,
Odisha Sangeet Natak

Akademi president
Aruna Mohanty, vice-
president Manmath
Kumar Satpathy, sec-
retary Prabodh Rath
and noted theatre di-
rector Manoj
Pattnaik were pres-
ent on the occasion.
Actor-director
Prakash Maharana
coordinated the
meeting ahead of  
the show. PNN

Joddha takes viewers back to British Raj

A scene from the play  Joddha OP PHOTO

MUMBAI: Sharmaji Namkeen starring
the late Rishi Kapoor in his last on-screen
portrayal, is heading for an OTT release as
it will premiere March 31.

Harping on the themes of  self-realisation
and discovery, the movie tells the story of
a recently retired man, who discovers his
passion for cooking after joining a riotous
women’s kitty circle.

The film, directed by Hitesh Bhatia also
stars Paresh Rawal, alongside Juhi Chawla,
Suhail Nayyar, Taaruk Raina, Satish
Kaushik, Sheeba Chaddha, and Isha Talwar.
In fact, it is the first Hindi movie where the
two actors - Rishi Kapoor and Paresh Rawal
- have come together to play one character.

The film that will be premiering on
March 31 on Prime Video, has been pro-
duced by Ritesh Sidhwani and Farhan
Akhtar under the banner of  Excel
Entertainment in association with Honey
Trehan and Abhishek Chaubey of
MacGuffin Pictures.

Ritesh Sidhwani, Co-Founder, Excel
Entertainment said, “We are humbled and
thankful to work with the legendary actor,
the late Rishi Kapoor, for this epic family en-
tertainer, which remains his last on-screen
portrayal. The movie is our tribute to his com-
manding stardom and charm.”            IANS

Rishi’s last film to stream March 31

I’m working in the best era of Hindi cinema: Vaani 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
OPSC Chairman Satyajit
Mohanty presents the annual
report of the commission
before Governor Ganeshi Lal
at the Raj Bhawan in
Bhubaneswar, Wednesday 

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 45,02,73,398  38,45,42,829 60,38,413  

India 4,29,75,883   4,24,13,566   5,15,355   

Odisha 12,86,245   12,76,150 9,102

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

n How has been the journey of
Durgesh Motors so far?

n The journey of  Durgesh Motors
began in 2018. In addition to two
Skoda showrooms in Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar, we have opened
showrooms in Sambalpur and
Rourkela. During the initial days,
we had Skoda Kushaq and Skoda
Slavia models in the market. We
were able to sell only 10-12 cars in
a month as Odisha was a price sen-
sitive market. Later, Skoda intro-
duced affordable models as per cus-
tomers’ requirements. Skoda
Kushaq has been receiving good
response in the market. Now, we
have a target to sell at least 100 cars
per month. It was really challeng-
ing to raise our sales from 10 units
to 100 units per month in three
years. We are satisfied with our
business.

n What about Skoda’s portfolio in
Indian market?

n Now, Skoda has five models in its
portfolio. Skoda Superb caters to the
luxury segment while Skoda Kodiaq
is a good model in the SUV seg-
ment. Skoda has models for every
segment of  customers.

n How did you meet customers’

requirements during Covid-19?
n Like all other businesses, we also

faced lots of  problems during the
pandemic. There were certain prob-
lems with regard to semiconductors
and chips. We were facing certain
issues in the delivery of  cars for six
to eight months. The pandemic had
created a panic among people. They
were reluctant to use public trans-
port. This had a positive impact
on the auto sector. Many people
purchased cars for safe trav-
elling. As a social being, I am
not happy with the trend
but it has brought good op-
portunity to the sector.

n Your advice to entrepre-
neurs in auto sector?

n Automobile sector is not
the same as mutual fund
or stock market. Here,
there is no scope for quick
profits. This is a capital
intensive sector and it also
needs good infrastructure.
One has to do hard work in
auto sector to get success.
Besides, he should have pa-
tience. You have to shape
your business as per customers’
requirements. One may take
three-four years to get the fruits of

his labour.

n Your future
plans?
nWe are planning
to open showrooms

in south Odisha, in-
cluding one at

Jaipur.

We aim to sell at least 100 
cars per month: Nanda 

After completing his post graduation, he opted for specialised 
courses at Columbia University in the US. He started his career in 
a multinational soft drink company and subsequently, made 
investments in an infrastructure company in Singapore and a 
software firm in UK. In an interview to Orissa POST, 
Durgesh Motors Pvt Ltd’s Managing Director 
Debesh Prasad Nanda speaks about his company’s journey,
business prospects and future plans. Excerpts:  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 9: The State
Election Commission (SEC) has asked
District Collectors to ensure foolproof
security for strong rooms where EVMs will
be stored during the ensuing elections
to Urban Local Bodies (ULBs).

In the SOP issued to all Collectors,
the Commission said the strong rooms
will have a double lock system with keys
of  each lock with two separate officers
namely election officer & district treas-
ury/sub-treasury.

Armed police will be deployed for
24X7 security and CCTV cameras with
Digital Video Recorder (DVR) will be in-
stalled from date of  commissioning till
completion of  counting. Log books will
be maintained for each entry and exit and
duty roster and videography will be con-
ducted at the time of  the opening and clos-
ing of  the strong room. Fire extinguishers
will be installed both inside and out-
side of  the strong room.

Collectors have been instructed to in-
form candidates in writing, at least 24
hours in advance, about the date and time
of  opening and closure of  strong rooms.
Candidates or their authorized agents
will be allowed to remain present dur-
ing opening and closing of  the strong
room. Conduct of  videography is manda-
tory for all such occasions, said the SEC.

In case of  exigencies like natural calami-
ties, if  videography is not feasible, video
of  opening/closing of  the strong room
shall be made through mobile phones
and footage stored for record. Each ULB
will have three categories of  strong rooms:
for councillor/corporator, for chairper-
son/mayor and for the reserve EVMs.

The SEC said strong rooms should be
free from flood, water logging risk, cracks,
leakage and broken window.  

“No other material whether election re-
lated or not (except the documents/ ma-
terials prescribed by the commission to
be kept with polled EVMs) will be kept with
the EVMs. Before storing the EVMs in the
strong room, the district election officer
will have to obtain a certificate from the
authorities concerned to ensure the qual-
ity and physical aspects of  the strong

rooms and the certificate is to be kept on
record for future reference,” said the SOP.

The commission also asked the DMs to
intimate contesting candidates 24 hours
in advance to remain present or depute
their agents for watching the security
arrangements of  the strong room and
allow them to stay outside the inner
perimeter on the day of  counting.

After completion of  the counting of
votes, CUs will be sealed and shifted to
strong rooms of  treasury, sub-treasury
and safe custody. The CUs to be kept safely
in strong rooms as above during the elec-
tion petition period,  45 days from the date
of  counting of  votes and declaration of  re-
sults. The ballot units (BUs) will be kept
in another room in safe custody.

The urban poll will be held March 24
and the result will be out March 26.

POLL PANEL SEEKS FOOLPROOF
SECURITY FOR STRONG ROOMS

Nominations for the civic body polls in Bhubaneswar being scrutinised at the ADM office

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 9: Odisha Wednesday
got its first human milk bank at a govern-
ment hospital here to cater to newborns
whose mothers could not breastfeed them.

The facility as part of  an initiative by
the National Health Mission (NHM) was
inaugurated at the paediatric ward of  the
Capital Hospital.

Mothers' milk will be stored in the facil-
ity and supplied to hospitals across the
state when the need arises, said Capital
Hospital Director Dr. Laxmidhar Sahu.

"Breast milk is an elixir for newborns.
However, some mothers are unable to breast-
feed their babies in the initial few weeks due
to various reasons. In such situations, new-
borns suffer. This human milk bank will
prove to be a boon in such cases," Sahu
elaborated.

The authorities of  the health facility
would launch a campaign to encourage
mothers to come forward for donating milk,
he said. This is the 32nd comprehensive lac-
tation management centre in the country.

The state government was considering
opening such facilities at SCB Medical
College and Hospital in Cuttack and the
Capital Hospital here, sources said.

Capital Hospital Deputy Superintendent
Dr. Dhananjay Das said at least two lactating

mothers came forward for donating milk
on the first day of  operation of  the facility.

"Our volunteers are motivating mothers
for milk donation. It is very simple and
does not require several tests as done in
case of  blood donation. Our responsibility
is to preserve milk hygienically," he said.

The first human milk bank was established
in 1989 at the Sion Hospital in Mumbai. 

State gets first human
milk bank at City hospPOST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 9:  After col-
leges and universities in the state
were asked to cancel their exami-
nations from March 22 and 24 due
to overlapping of  urban local bod-
ies elections, the higher education
department has now rescheduled
the self  defense training pro-
gramme for girl students.

Deputy secretary Ramesh
Chandra Behera wrote to principals
of  district
nodal col-
leges that
elections
to urban
local bod-
ies (ULBs) are scheduled March
24 as declared by state election
commission of  Odisha. The election
coincides with self  defense train-
ing programe to be held from March
21 to March 27 in Jharsuguda,
Sambalpur and Sundargarh dis-
tricts. In view of  the above, the
training programme is shifted to
May 4 to 10, 2022. 

The higher education depart-
ment Tuesday directed all colleges
and state public universities to not
schedule any examination from
March 22, 2022 to March 24, 2022 be-
cause of    elections to ULBs.

SELF-DEFENSE 
TRAINING FOR GIRLS
RESCHEDULED

Breast milk is an elixir for 
newborns. However, some
mothers are unable to

breastfeed their babies in the initial
few weeks due to various reasons. In
such situations, newborns suffer.
This human milk bank will prove to
be a boon in such cases 
DR. LAXMIDHAR SAHU I DIRECTOR OF CAPITAL HOSPITAL

ONLY 7 PC SCHOOLS IN STATE 
HAVE ACCESS TO NET: REPORT
POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, March 9: The Unified
District Infor mation System for
Education Plus (UDISE+) 2020-21 report
on school education released by the
Union government Wednesday reveals
that only 7 percent schools in Odisha have
internet facility.

According to the report, there are
64185 government, government aided
and private unaided schools in Odisha.
Out of  them only 4660 schools have in-
ternet facility. The condition of  govern-
ment schools is worse in terms of  in-
ternet facility as hardly 2.84 per cent
government schools are equipped with
internet facility. The condition is slightly
better in private unaided schools in the
state as 38.54 percent schools have in-
ternet facility.

The report stated that there are 50,256

government, 5844 government aided,
6393 private unaided and 1692 other cat-
egory schools in Odisha. Of  them, 1428
government, 380 government aided, 2464
private unaided and 388 other category
schools are equipped with internet facility.

The report also highlighted another flip
side of  digital education in the state. It
revealed that a meagre 19.74 percent
schools in the state have computer facility.

Here too the condition of  government
schools is worse at just 14.41 percent or
7244 schools have computer facility.
However the functional computer facil-
ity is available in 7162 government schools.

The Union Ministry of  Education said
that 39.7 lakh students of  government
aided, private school students were shifted
to government schools during 2020-21
across the country.

The condition of 
government schools is
worse in terms of 
internet facility as hardly
2.84 per cent government
schools are equipped
with such facility
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AFFIDAVIT
By virtue of  an affidavit
before Notary,
Bhubaneswar I have
changed my name from
Belabati Jena to Bela Rani
Parida after marriage for
all purposes.

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

AFFIDAVIT
I, Sri Subasish Sarkhel
(59) 4734/A,
Nageswartangi, P.S.-
Lingaraj, Bhubaneswar,
do hereby inform that I
lost our original Sale Deed
executed in the year 1966 -
1967 as well as settlement
ROR & Patta, Mouza -
Goutam Nagar, Khata No.
1400, Plot No. 501, original
patta last week. If  anyone
finds the documents
kindly Contact -
7682066289.

LOST

A
bout 85 crore people

across the globe have
kidney disease. Based
on rough estimation,
Postgraduate Institute

of  Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER) says about 10 crore peo-
ple have chronic kidney disease
(irreversible kidney failure) in
India. 

On the eve of  World Kidney Day,
whose theme is “Bridge the knowl-
edge gap to better kidney care”,
the hospital says among those with
kidney disease, about three lakh pa-
tients progress to end-stage kid-
ney disease every year in India,
which implies requirement of  ei-
ther dialysis or kidney transplant.

While the government has
stepped in recently to provide aid
in the form of  the Pradhan Mantri
National Dialysis Programme, the
cost of  dialysis or kidney trans-
plant has been prohibitive to most
sections of  society. Hence, the focus
should be on prevention, early de-
tection, and retardation of  pro-
gression of  kidney disease to bet-
ter kidney care.

PGI's Department of  Nephrology
has tried to extend public aware-
ness about kidney diseases by ad-
dressing some commonly en-
countered queries.

Should every adult get tested
for kidney disease or are there any
specific high-risk group who should
get tested?

A doctor at the PGI said: “Not

every adult needs to get tested for
kidney disease. There are certain
high-risk group of  people who
should get tested on the detection
of  the risk, such as diabetes mel-
litus, hypertension and renal stone
disease.”

Experts told IANS that time-
tested ayurvedic herbs like
Punarnava, Gokhuru and Varuna
can be saviour for patients with
chronic kidney disease (CKD) which
are on rise due to various reasons.

K.N. Dwivedi, Dean, Faculty of
Ayurveda,  Banaras Hindy
University (BHU), says the herbs
are life-saver as they can help re-
juvenate the cells of  the damaged
kidney.

“NEERI-KFT is  one such
ayurvedic drug based on kidney-
friendly medicinal plants like
Punarnava, Ashwagandha and
Guduchi having anti-oxidants prop-

erties.”
While the well-known diuretic

herbs like Varuna is a good blood
purifier that helps maintaining
homeostasis, Gokhuru is benefi-
cial in rejuvenating kidney's
nephrons, Dwivedi said, adding
several patients have found such for-
mulations beneficial.

He said if  detected properly and
in time, CKD can be cured with
the help of  extracts from these
identified herbs.

More the delay in detection, the
longer is the treatment, he warned.

“When detected early, the dialysis
cycle can be brought down with
the help of  the poly-herbal for-
mulation which helps in strength-
ening the kidney,” he explained.

Developed by AIMIL
Pharmaceuticals after intensive
research, benefits of  NEERI-KFT
in managing CKD, have been men-

tioned in studies published in jour-
nals like Saudi Journal of  Biological
Sciences.

“If  the ayurvedic formulation
is prescribed in early stages of  the
CKD, the kidney can be saved from
getting damaged. Its usage has
been found to be reducing levels of
creatinine, urea and uric acid,”
Dwivedi said.

In fact, NEERI-KFT has also
been found to control TNF Alfa
too, an indicator of  disruption in
the kidney, as well as in protecting
the organ from dietary AGEs, harm-
ful compounds caused by poor eat-
ing habits.

CKD is a serious progressive
medical condition characterized
by a gradual loss of  kidney func-
tion, usually accompanied by other
comorbidities such as cardiovas-
cular diseases (hypertension, heart
failure and stroke) and diabetes,
eventually leading to kidney fail-
ure.

According to a report by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, in the US at least 15 per
cent people are suffering from CKD.

In India, the figure is around 40
per cent of  the total population
with rising diabetes and high blood
pressure adding to the woes.

Treatment has become a chal-
lenge during the Covid-19 times, say
the doctors while as per the World
Health Organisation (WHO), CKD
is becoming one of  the leading
causes of  death globally. IANS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Pottangi, March 9: Women self-
help groups (SHGs) will now dis-
tribute PDS rice to the residents of
Kotia panchayat under this block
in Koraput district bordering
Andhra Pradesh, said sources. 

The women SHGs will provide
rice, wheat and other rations to
the residents. The matter came to
fore at a function organised in Kotia
panchayat Monday.  BDO Soumya
Sarthak Mishra had directed the
block supplies officer, Sonali Khara,
to identify the women SHGs in the
panchayat and assign them the re-
sponsibility of  distributing the ra-
tion among the residents. 

The district administration has
made arrangements so that the
residents of  Kotia panchayat get
PDS rice in their village. The move
also aims at providing livelihood
opportunities to the women mem-
bers of  the SHGs through distri-
bution of  PDS rice.  

This assumes significance in
the context of  repeated incursion

of  Andhra Pradesh officials into
Kotia panchayat to distribute free-
bies to the residents to wean them
away from Odisha.  

Joining as chief  guest at the
meeting, newly-elected sarpanch
Liu Gemel handed over the charge
of  PDS item distribution to
Bangaramma women SHG of
Fagunsineri in the presence of  the
block supplies officer Khara. 

The move will benefit over 1,472
beneficiaries residing in Fatusineri,
Doliamba, Harmandangi, Madkar,
Barnanapadu, Kanadora and
Salpguda villages under the pan-
chayat. 

Earlier, the beneficiaries used
to trek 13 km on hilly roads every
month to collect their rations
from the panchayat office. Keeping
the difficulties in mind, the block
administration decided to enrol
the women SHGs in distribution
of  PDS items which will also help
the latter in earning a livelihood.
Supplies assistant Reena Khil
conducted the meeting, the re-
ports added. 

SHGs to distribute 
PDS items in Kotia 

WORLD KIDNEY DAY

About 85 crore across globe suffer
from kidney disease, say experts

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 9: Odisha
recorded 128 new coronavirus cases
Wednesday, while another patient
succumbed to the pathogen, the
Health Department said.

The daily positivity rate was
0.28 per cent and 25 children were
among the newly infected, it said,
adding that 45,776 samples were
tested in the past 24 hours, a bul-
letin stated.

Out of  the total 128 new infec-
tions, 75 were reported from quar-
antine centres while 53 persons
contracted the virus locally. The
state had logged 108 infections and
zero death Tuesday.

With another fatality in Puri,
the Covid toll in the state rose
to 9,102. Fifty-three other coro-
navirus patients have died due
to comorbidities so far, accord-
ing to data.

There are 1,110 active COVID-
19 cases, while Keonjhar district has
no coronavirus patient at present.
The tally rose to 12,86,245 includ-
ing 12,75,980 recoveries as 213 pa-
tients recovered in the previous
day, it added.

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, March 9: The Supreme
Court Wednesday allowed an ap-
plication of  the state government
to submit additional documents
in the Vamsadhara water dispute
which did not form part of  the
records submitted by the state be-
fore the Vamsadhara Water Dispute
Tribunal.

A three-judge bench of  the apex
court headed by Justice DY
Chandrachud also asked Odisha
to file an affidavit within a week stat-
ing the reasons behind the delay in
producing these documents. The
apex court granted three weeks to
Andhra Pradesh to file its response
on the application.

“Odisha has filed an application
for the submission of  additional doc-
uments which did not form part of
the records before the water dispute
tribunal. It has been stated that
five out of  the six documents per-
tain to Andhra Pradesh. In con-
formity with provisions of  the

Supreme Court rules, a formal af-
fidavit setting out the reasons why
the documents were not produced
earlier would be filed in a week,”
the bench said.

During the hearing, senior ad-
vocate CS Vaidyanathan, appear-
ing for Andhra Pradesh, told the
court that Odisha has filed an ap-
plication for submission of  addi-
tional documents in the water dis-
pute. He argued that the apex court
should dispose the application be-
fore commencing final hearing in
the matter.

Senior advocate Gopal
Subramanium, appearing for
Odisha, submitted that he has been
instructed to plead the court for the
application. He submitted that five
of  the six documents were writ-
ten by Andhra Pradesh. 

Asserting the significance of
the documents, Odisha’s counsel
submitted that the new papers cor-
roborate sufficiently the points
which have been raised before the

water dispute tribunal. 
“As per the agreement, around

106 acres in Odisha were supposed
to get submerged due to the proj-
ect. The second point is that the com-
putation of  distance of  3 km must
be from the barrage upstream,”
submitted Subramanium.

Notably, Odisha had filed three
petitions in the SC challenging the
order of  Vamsadhara Water Dispute
Tribunal and also opposed the joint
survey of  the Neradi barrage as di-
rected by the tribunal.

In June 2021, the tribunal had per-
mitted Andhra Pradesh to con-
struct the Neradi barrage across the
river with ancillary structures.
The tribunal had said the barrage
can have a Right Head Sluice (RHS)
of  8,000 cusecs of  design capacity
for meeting the requirements of
AP and have a Left Head Sluice
(LHS) to cater to the requirements
of  Odisha below the Neradi barrage.
The cost of  LHS is to be borne by
Odisha, said the tribunal. 

The tribunal had ruled that when
there is shortage of  water in a par-
ticular year, sharing of  water should
be proportionately reduced. When
there is an increase in water avail-
ability, it is to be increased pro-
portionately. The distress sharing
formula for the river basin is to
be applicable for total utilisation by
each state.

Aggrieved by this, Odisha had
filed another special leave petition
in the apex court against the order
of  the tribunal. 

SC allows state’s plea
to file additional docus 

VAMSADHARA WATER DISPUTE

A three-judge bench of 
the apex court headed by
Justice DY Chandrachud
also asked Odisha to file

an affidavit within a week
stating the reasons behind

the delay in producing
these documents  

128 new Covid
cases, 1 death 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, March 9: Blowing the lid
off  the sensational murder of  a
mason on Mahanadi riverbed near
Bhuasuni Peetha under Bidanasi
police limits here earlier this month,
the twin city Commissionerate
Police Wednesday claimed that the
28-year-old from Bihar was killed
over an extra-marital affair.

Addressing the media, Cuttack
deputy commissioner of  police
(DCP) Prateek Singh said two per-
sons— Munnilal Sharma and
Kailash— have been arrested and
a search is on to nab Pankaj Yadav.

The DCP said Azad Yadav, the
victim, had come to Cuttack to meet
Munnilal in Chauliaganj area here
and collect some dues from him.
However, he later went missing and
one of  his relatives lodged a miss-
ing person’s complaint with Saheed
Nagar police in Bhubaneswar
February 26. Later, his blood stained
body was recovered from Mahanadi
riverbed near Bhuasuni Peetha
under Bidanasi police limits.

Since Munnilal was absconding
after the incident, police suspected
his involvement in the case and
launched a manhunt to trace him.
Acting on a tip-off, police swung into
action and arrested Munnilal from
Badambadi bus stand area. During
interrogation, he confessed to the
crime, the DCP said.

Azad had developed an illicit af-
fair with Pankaj’s wife and had
even taken her to Bihar last year.
After learning their illicit rela-
tionship, the village administra-
tion there held a meeting and asked
the duo to return to Odisha.

Pankaj had held a grudge against

Azad. He cracked a deal with
Munnilal for killing Azad in ex-
change for Rs 40,000. Pankaj gave
Rs 20,000 in advance and promised
to pay the remaining amount after
execution of  the murder, said the
DCP, adding that Munnilal, in turn,
hired Kailash to commit the crime.

“Munnilal called Azad and asked
him to meet him in Cuttack for
clearance of  dues. The two later sat
at a place near Bhuasuni Peetha to
booze. Munnilal attacked him with
a broken liquor bottle. Though
Azad tried to flee, the accused
chased him and later stoned him
to death,” the DCP added.

Bihar mason killed over
illicit affair: Cuttack DCP

Cuttack DCP Prateek
Singh said two 
persons— Munnilal
Sharma and Kailash—
have been arrested
and a search is on to
nab Pankaj Yadav

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 9: A
Research Scholars’ conclave was
organised by Internal Quality
Assurance Cell of  Rama Devi
Women’s University here Wednesday.
The conclave was attended by Ashok
Kumar Das, Vice-Chairman of  the
Odisha State Higher Education
Council as the chief  guest. The re-
searchers presented their respective
posters and were judged by Prof
Ranjan Kumar Bal, Prof  Shiv Prasad
Adhikari and Prof  UN Das. 

At the inaugural ceremony,
Ashok Das emphasized the im-
portance of  knowledge creation,
knowledge sharing and the role of
teachers. Ranjan Kumar Bal and
Prof  UN, Das highlighted the im-
portance of  time and commitment
to quality research, the role of
guides and the coordination of  ed-
ucational research. 

Vice-chancellor Aparajita
Chowdhury opined that creation
of  a research environment in
Ramadevi is the goal of  the uni-
versity. More than 53 accredited re-
searchers participated in the study.

RD varsity aims at
creating research
environ in campus 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 9: A four-
member team of  Kalinga Institute
of  Industrial Technology (KIIT)
Deemed to be University led by
Vice-Chancellor Sasmita Samanta
has been conferred with the pres-
tigious AICTE Lilavati Award 2021-
22 under the sub-theme "Legal
Awareness".  Anil D Sahasrabudhe,
Chairman, AICTE presented the
award to Sasmita Samanta at a
special felicitation ceremony in
New Delhi Tuesday,

Smriti Irani, Union Minister
for Women and Child Development,
virtually addressed the award cer-
emony. A central initiative aimed
at creating an ambiance of  equal-
ity and fairness for women in ed-
ucational institutions, AICTE
Lilavati Awards are given across
eight sub-themes including women
and adolescent health, self-de-
fense, environment, sanitation,
and hygiene, literacy and life skills,
women entrepreneurship, legal
awareness, technology for women
and women innovators.

KIIT team wins AICTE Lilavati award 

A meeting of OUAT Non-teaching Employees’ Association was held at the institution’s MS Swaminathan Hall in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday OP PHOTO

ANNUAL MEET



POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, March 9: As many as
489 persons have died due to ex-
treme heatwave in Dhenkanal dis-
trict during the last 20 years - from
1999 to 2019, a report said. 

The deaths are higher than that
of  Cuttack, Sambalpur, Khurda,
Sundargarh, Balasore, Nayagarh,
Ganjam and Jajpur districts dur-
ing the period. 

The startling facts came to the
fore during a meeting of  the district-
level disaster management com-
mittee held Tuesday to tackle pos-
sible heatwave conditions ahead of
the upcoming summer.

As per data, 11 persons have died
of  heatwave during 2018-19 and
2021-22 in Dhenkanal. 

Presiding over the meeting, dis-
trict Collector Saroj Kumar Sethi

directed the departmental officials
to bring down the death rate due
to heatwave to zero and ensure
drinking water facilities in water-
starved areas of  the district.  

The Collector stated that con-
trol rooms will be opened from
April 1 to June 10 in the emergency
departments of  the district
Collectorate, all block offices as
well as all the head offices of  the
district to provide information on
heatwave and upcoming natural
disasters. 

All the block development offi-
cers (BDOs) have been asked to
convene meetings by March 15,
2022 and ensure normalcy in drink-
ing water supply, keep the multi-pur-
pose cyclone shelters ready, carry
out awareness drive on heatwave

through public address system,
leaflets and posters. 

Discussions were also held on
supply of  drinking water through
tankers, digging of  new tube wells
and repairing of  defunct ones, es-
tablishment of  drinking water
kiosks in crowded places and pre-
vention of  forest fire. Manual
labourers have been advised not
to work between 11am and 3pm
in view of  the likely heatwave
conditions.

The regional transport officers
were asked to ensure drinking
water facilities in passenger buses.
The chief  district medical officer
(CDMO) and other health officials
have been asked to make arrange-
ments for treatment of  sunstroke
victims.

Heatwave claims 489
in Dhenkanal in 20 yrs 

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

stateTHURSDAY | MARCH 10 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR
P5

Admin braces for a 
scorching summer ahead;
orders opening of control

rooms from April 1 to 
June 10 this year

Manual labourers have
been advised not to work
between 11am and 3pm
in view of the likely 
heatwave conditions

POST NEWS NETWORK

Malkangiri, March 9: At
least 25 inmates of  govern-
ment sports hostel  at
Malkangiri Stadium vacated
their hostel and left for
homes Wednesday follow-
ing disconnection of  power
supply  over non-payment of
arrears.

Lack of  power supply has
taken a toll on the studies of
the students with the tem-
perature in the area hover-
ing around 40 degrees
Celsius. The students were
also finding it difficult to
cook food at night. Left with
no option, the students left
for their homes. 

A power distribution com-
pany had disconnected
power supply to the hostel
before the panchayat polls fol-
lowing pending dues of  over
Rs 49 lakh. Later, Rs 19.75
lakh was paid with an as-
surance that the remaining
amount will be paid within
a month. Then, the power
supply was restored. 

However, the district ad-
ministration and the Sports
department took no initia-
tive to clear the outstand-
ing bill of  Rs 30 lakh fol-
lowing which the discom
(Tata Power) again termi-
nated the power supply to the
hostel 10 days back.

District sports officer
Kulamani Nial made an un-
successful attempt to bring
back the students to the hos-
tel. The sports hostel has
produced many sports per-
sonalities who have partic-
ipated in district, state and
national-level sports and
athletic meets.     

MAN GETS 7-YEAR JAIL FOR RAPE
Baripada: A court in Mayurbhanj district Wednesday sentenced a 20-year-old
man to seven years of imprisonment for raping a married woman three years
ago. Baripada fast-track special court judge Durga Charan Mishra directed the
District Legal Services Authority to pay Rs 5 lakh to the 24-year-old rape sur-
vivor as compensation. On June 26, 2019, Jagannath Purty raped the woman
when she was alone in her house at a village in Bangriposhi block. The victim
later disclosed the incident to her husband when he arrived. The judgement
was based on the women's statement, medical report and statements of 19
witnesses, special public prosecutor Manoranjan Pattnaik said.

Math question paper leaked
POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara,  March 9 :  The
Mathematics question paper and an
answer sheet of  summative assess-
ment-4 for Class X students went viral
on YouTube Wednesday, hours before
the examination started in Kendrapara,
a report said.

Many guardians have expressed
their displeasure over the alleged
question paper leak. Former presi-
dent of  Odisha Secondary School
Teachers’ Association (OSSTA) Tapan
Kumar Singh has demanded an in-
vestigation into the incident.

He said the exam holds much sig-

nificance for students, adding that
the Board of  Secondary Education
will evaluate the papers. Each as-
sessment carries 20 marks out of  100
in each subject. Question paper leak
will spoil the career of  meritorious stu-
dents. He demanded a probe into the
matter by the district education 
department. 

District education officer Sanjib
Kumar Singh said, “Question paper
leak via YouTube has come to my no-
tice, but it will not affect the exami-
nation, because smart phones are not
allowed in examination centres.”
However, the matter will be investi-
gated, he added.         

Bhadrak girl returns
from war-torn Ukraine
Bhadrak: Archana Kar of Bant
area in Bhadrak district who
was pursuing her medical
degree in Ukraine returned
home Tuesday. Archana was
one of the hundreds of other
Indians who had taken shelter
in a bunker in war-ravaged
Ukraine. Her father Umakant
Kar and mother are on cloud
nine after getting their daugh-
ter back home safe. Archana
said she along with others
used to stay in the bunker
after war took serious turn.
“Hundreds of students were
stranded in the bunker for
seven days. There was no food
and water with me for two
days. Air strikes by Russia
were getting horribly devas-
tating and saving life was
beyond dreams. Thanks to
Indian government’s
Operation Ganga, we could
return home safe and sound,”
she added. 

3 wards warn of
boycotting polls 
in Karanjia NAC
Baripada: With many basic
problems and demands yet to
be sorted out, people of three
wards in Karanjia NAC are
upset and have warned of
boycotting the urban local
body elections. They have
submitted a memorandum to
the sub-collector in this
regard. One of their major
demands is renovation of Raja
Bundh. “The water body has
been silted and failed to cater
to the water needs of the peo-
ple. No step is being taken for
its renovation and dredging.
So, we had staged agitation
earlier,” they said. The depth
of Raja Bundh, spreading over
35 acres in ward no- 2, 3 and 4,
has been reduced due to silta-
tion and hyacinths. Residents
of the three wards have long
been pressing for its renova-
tion, but the administration
has remained apathetic their
plea, said sources.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, March 9: Prime accused in
the sensational murder of  Mahaling
school teacher Mamita Meher, Gobinda
Sahu and his aide Radheshyam Chandi
were produced in the court of  the ad-
ditional district judge (ADJ) at
Kantabanji in Bolangir, Wednesday. 

A few days ago, the murder case
was shifted from Bangomunda JMFC
court to Kantabanji ADJ court. Judicial
trial of  the case will be started soon. 

Police will then frame charges
against the two accused at the ADJ

court. However, the date of  the next
hearing has not been fixed. 

It may be noted here that Mamita
was missing since October 8, 2021.
After investigation, it was learnt that
Gobinda and Radheshyam were in-
volved in the murder of  Mamita.
Godinda had called Mamita to
Mahaling area and later kidnapped her
in his car from Chandotora Chhak
after she came in a bus. Mamita was
strangulated to death in Gobinda’s
car. The body was burnt at Mahaling
stadium ground and mortal remains
were buried there. 

Students leave sports hostel 
as power supply snapped

Gobinda, Radhe produced in court
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D etermining how to balance COVID-19 risks in schools around the
world has been tricky. While US school leaders are currently debat-
ing whether students should be required to wear face masks, schools

in Uganda recently reopened for the first time since the pandemic began.
But although students in poorer countries have suffered more severe disruption,
with schools closed for twice as long as in rich countries and sparse oppor-
tunities for remote learning, the current global cohort of  schoolchildren will
be adversely affected for decades to come. Without urgent action, the economic
cost alone of  school closures will be in the trillions of  dollars.

Getting students back into the classroom has been critically important,
but we still need immediate and targeted action to reduce learning losses.
In addition, policymakers need to reflect on the tradeoffs they have made (such
as keeping bars and restaurants open while shutting students out of  school),
account for the cost of  these decisions, and establish practices and policies
for managing future COVID-19 waves or the next pandemic.

During the past year, we worked with a global group of  researchers
to gather evidence about the pandemic's impact on children’s educa-
tion, and to identify the best ways to repair the damage. Unusually, our
panel comprised researchers working on low-, middle-, and high-income
countries, and included economists, psy-
chologists, and education specialists. Despite
the diversity of  our expertise, the lessons we
drew were starkly similar.

We found that, around the world, children
returned to school following pandemic-in-
duced closures with learning levels below
those typical for their age. Studies show large
learning losses, from one-third of  a year in Ohio
to a full year in Karnataka, India. This is wor-
risome, because evidence suggests that once
students fall behind the curriculum, they find
it difficult to catch up without additional sup-
port. Moreover, disruptions to learning can lead
students to drop out of  school altogether. In
Sierra Leone in the aftermath of  Ebola, 17%
of  girls never re-enrolled once schools re-
opened, turning a short-term shock into a
permanent one.

Much shorter school closures in the past have
been shown to reduce children’s learning. In
the United States, poorer students tend to slip
back each summer when schools close for a cou-
ple months. In northern Pakistan, four years
after a 2005 earthquake led to temporary school closures, students were one
and a half  years behind their peers.

Using the relationship between schooling and earnings as a guide, researchers
estimate that the COVID-19 school closures thus far could result in $17 
trillion in lost lifetime earnings. Further closures in 2022 would increase 
this figure.

What can we do? The top priority must be to keep schools open. The cost
of  school closures is unacceptably high, and it is likely to be much longer-
lasting than the cost of  shutdowns in other sectors of  the economy.

The evidence suggests that COVID-19 mitigation measures – including wear-
ing quality masks, vaccinating teachers and eligible students, and provid-
ing as much ventilation as possible – can reduce the risk of  transmission
in schools. With such measures in place, the chance of  catching COVID-19
at school is much lower than in most other environments, especially restau-
rants and bars, where masking is not possible.

But while schools may have reopened, that does not mean business as usual.
COVID-19 disruption has aggravated existing education inequalities, mak-
ing teaching and learning more difficult. That is why schools must first as-
sess just how badly the disruption has hurt students’ learning. School dis-
tricts then need to allow teachers to adjust instruction to reflect where
children are in their learning, not where one might hope they are. This has
been one of  the main lessons from recent education research. Applying
this approach to high-school students in Chicago resulted in a 20% jump in
their test scores, and in Uttar Pradesh, India, the number of  children who
could read a paragraph or story doubled.

To do this, teachers will need support. They now face classrooms with an
even wider range of  learning outcomes than before, and many must navi-
gate new challenges such as simultaneously juggling remote and in-person
teaching. Research shows that providing guided lesson plans can be a cost-
effective way to improve learning outcomes. And dozens of  studies in high-
and low-income countries have shown that individual or small-group tutoring
for struggling students boosts scores.

Finally, we should capitalize on some of  the innovative education gains that
occurred during the pandemic. Across the US, many parents who normally
had little interaction with school suddenly had to help their children with
online lessons. While this level of  involvement is unsustainable over the long
term, experiments in France and Chile have shown that children benefit when
their parents are more connected to their schools. In Botswana, innumeracy
declined by 31% in school districts that stayed in touch with parents and chil-
dren through text messages and phone calls when schools were closed.

While the pandemic has greatly damaged students’ learning, urgent, large-
scale, and effective action by governments and education leaders could stem
the tide. Without such intervention, the current level of  learning loss caused
by school disruptions will lead to trillions of  dollars of  lost productivity. And
new crises are bound to arise. Establishing systems now to keep schools
open in such circumstances will help protect our children and our future.

Susan Dynarski is a professor in the Harvard 
Graduate School of  Education. Rachel Glennerster 

is a professor in the University of  Chicago. 
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I wasn’t taken in by a recent an-
nouncement. The trending news
of  some top-notch IT compa-

nies recalling their employees to of-
fices! Microsoft declared it in one
of  its company blog posts. Cognizant
is planning to throw ajar its office
premises, voluntarily for its staff,
from April. Infosys, where most of
the workforce has been working
remotely since the COVID-19 pan-
demic surfaced, will see a larger pro-
portion of  its staff  returning to
offices. The buzz is that it’s back to
work from office (WFO) for the IT
companies.

In the new normal, offices will
be pulsating again, bustling with
our colleagues. But this is a phe-
nomenon I have always lived with.
I couldn’t imagine any other work
mode save WFO. It was only for a
brief  spell after the pandemic
struck in 2020 that I took solace in
my home office. But I was quick to
revert to my office space - that’s
where I have lived my entrepre-
neurial journey and turbocharged
my cohorts. 

Now, let’s veer to how WFO will
pan out for IT companies. Will it
be the same as the pre-pandemic

days? Companies are split on how
they will resume full-fledged of-
fice work. But there is near una-
nimity that the hybrid, flexi work
mode will be on. WFO will not
be wholly the same as the old nor-
mal. Companies can’t coerce their
p e o p l e  t o  W F O.  T h e  G re at
Resignation isn’t an illusion. The
spate of  resignations and four
million adding up to this phe-
nomenon each month in the US
are testimony to its impact on
employers. The phenomenon of
The Great Resignation has caught
up with Indian workplaces too.
If  not a tidal wave, our technology
companies are witness to an ex-
odus of  people quitting. The drop-
out rate for some of  the top IT
companies has hit the peak over
the past few months. That’s pos-
sibly a prime reason why they
are offering the flexi working
mode to their workforce even as
they recall them to offices. 

The counterpoint is the scenario
where WFO is anything but avoid-
able. Say, for example, client-fac-
ing employees, projects mandat-
ing high security, client demo, high
interdependence or Programme

Increment Planning. In each of
these roles or portfolios, office pres-
ence is critical. The office ecosys-
tem has built a culture of  collabo-
ration and bonding which can’t be
replicated in remote working even
with the best of  technologies at
play. For tech leaders of  my ilk
who have created this culture, imag-
ining any other mode isn’t sus-
tainable. When you are not check-
ing into the office for long, you are
divorced from its rituals and cer-
emonies and you have little or no
face-to-face interactions. And, how
do you integrate new hires with
your existing employees and create
the rhythm for synergic growth? In
an office-centric work model, em-
ployees imbibe culture much like
a duck takes to water. However, in
a remote-driven culture, this culture
transmission is a big challenge. 

In the same vein, I have nothing
to undermine the merits of  work
from home (WFH). There are doc-
umented results to validate the
success of  the remote working
model. The IT sector performed
creditably even though a majori-
tarian pool of  human resources
was forced to stay at home because

of  recurring waves of  COVID.
Apologists of  the WFH model point
out some legit reasons - the dread
of  the viral infections, long hours
in round trip commutes, and of
course, work-life harmony. I be-
lieve a more realistic model is hy-
brid work where remote workers
synergise with their office coun-
terparts and complement efforts. 

As we step on the WFO mode
again, we need to realise that flexi
work will define the future of  our
workplaces. The more autonomy
an IT firm offers to its employee,
the longer they will be able to re-
tain her. The distributed work-
force will reset the HR mix of  IT
companies. Another change that IT
companies will have to adapt to is
their perception of  office space.
More than work, offices will be
the hub for collaborative spaces
for remote workers to meet. Our IT
ecosystem will juggle WFO with
WFH in the next normal. A lot like
what we have been wont to for the
last two years. 

The writer is founder &
CEO, CSM Technologies. 

Views are personal.

DEBT & DEVELOPMENT
D

uring the Munich
Security Conference
(MSC) 2022 at Munich
February 19,  the

Bangladesh Foreign Minister AK
Abdul Momen in the audience
asked the panellists on how to
choose foreign funding for devel-
opment. In response, Indian
Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar, as
a panellist, advised his counterpart
to choose wisely sustainable fi-
nancing. While thanking Japan
and India for their help, the min-
ister raised a valid catch 22 ques-
tion, though not a new query from
Bangladesh, as to what to do if
China is coming with a “basket of
money with aggressive but af-
fordable proposals.” 

If  Bangladesh is trying to put on
a theatre of  competition, in that
case, it seems that India has come
forward to set the rules of  the in-
ternational development finance.
The Indian Foreign Minister sug-
gested that the country must choose
the resources through informed
and competitive decisions to avoid
commercially unviable, unsus-
tainable and debt-ridden projects. 

However, the rules for sustain-
able development finance are be-
yond and above these limited but
major criteria. Arguably, the set of
rules must base on the funda-
mental premise of  an informed
decision. Transparency and mu-
tual accountability are the two
pillars of  informed decision-mak-
ing. Sharing information related
to potential developmental projects
in the public domain at the very
initial stage is a major trans-
parency requirement. Informed
decisions are not confined to con-
cerned ministerial decisions only.
Citizens of  both recipient and in-
vestor countries need to be con-
sidered when informed decisions
are being made. Are there any
such avenues or mechanisms ei-
ther in India or Bangladesh?

Having said that, neither any
World Bank Group’s project nor
Asian Development Bank’s (ADB)
project nor any project funded by
bilateral agencies has been ap-
proved through citizens’ partici-
pation of  investor and recipient
countries so far. A new instru-
ment must be placed at both bi-
lateral and multilateral develop-
ment banks (MDBs) to include
citizens’ participation while ap-
proving projects as a pointer to

raising the bar of  global gover-
nance. One can take inspiration
from the Green Climate Fund
(GCF) for approving climate-re-
lated projects through civil society
participation.

Another set of  premises is to
avoid commercially nonviable in-
frastructure projects, unsus-
tainable projects and projects that
attract long-term debt or fall into
a debt trap. Though, not all com-
mercially viable projects are so-
cially and environmentally sus-
tainable. Most of  the privatised
urban drinking water projects
are unable to fulfil the appre-
hensions of  the urban poor.
Millions are campaigning and
advocating against the private
takeover of  public goods in major
cities of  the world.  

However, the Indian Foreign
Minister suggested avoiding in-
frastructure projects like seaports
and airports that are neither com-
mercially viable nor economically
sustainable. This is a clear but in-
direct reference to Chinese in-
vestment in Hambantota Port in
Sri Lanka and the Entebbe
International Airport in Uganda.
Such investments are affordable but

aggressive as countries draw into
a debt trap. Many countries like
Kenya, Pakistan, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka and Djibouti, in which
China is constructing seaports,
are already indebted to China.
These investments are question-
ing the indestructibility of  the
country’s sovereignty, as in the
case of  Sri Lanka. 

It must be noted that develop-
mental aid is no charity. Even, the
so-called grants are not charity.
It is cloaked with investors’ in-
herent interest despite the best
intentions of  extending assistance
in the infrastructure development
of  recipient countries. Projects
will have strings attached to them.
If  Bangladesh wants easy money
without strings attached to it but
that questions its sovereignty, im-
pacts the environment and is not
accountable to its citizens, this
would be an injustice to the aspi-
rations of  the youth of  Bangladesh.       

Last but not least, the projects
must be socially and environ-
mentally sustainable. This is a
vital criterion that all develop-
mental finance should aim to ad-
dress post-war mal-development.
Is Rampal ultra-supercritical power

plant in Bangladesh funded by
India environmentally sustain-
able project?  India must demon-
strate soon that its funds are for en-
vironment-friendly projects.

Over the years, India’s devel-
opment assistance, implemented
by the Ministry of  External
Affairs (MEA) in the form of  proj-
ects, grants and loans, and several
training programmes, has reached
many countries covering Asia,
Africa, and South America.  Since
its Independence, India has ex-
tended USD 107 billion to devel-
oping countries, including a USD
22 billion lines of  credits in the
last eight years. Bangladesh has
received nearly USD 7.8 billion
lines of  credit from its neigh-
bour since 2001.

In the competition for providing
funds to establish, endure and en-
large the sphere of  influence or el-
bowing out other sources of  funds,
the potential funders must not ig-
nore this set of  rules of  sustain-
able finance. Meanwhile, India
has already pronounced its intent
of  a progressive development part-
nership aiming at China during the
India-Central Asia dialogue last
December. 

India cannot match China’s (au-
thoritarian regime) heft in devel-
opment finance, but it has lever-
age as a democratic partner. India
focuses on reliable, mutually agreed
and accountable, transparent, sus-
tainable, human-centric, co-cre-
ated, unconditional developmen-
tal projects with partner countries
instead of  aggressive, unac-
countable, infrastructure-led high
risk, non-participatory and duping
into debt type developmental proj-
ects by others.

While India is talking to like-
minded bilateral agencies like
Germany and Quad partners on a
progressive instrument of  fi-
nancing external developmental
projects, it’s not surprising to see
a new MDB as Quad Development
Bank in the near future to counter
China’s basket of  money jugger-
naut. With technological know-
how and finance, India can lead a
progressive development part-
nership with like-minded friendly
countries to fill in the gaps in tril-
lion-dollar development finance.

The writer is guest professor,
Humanities & Social Sciences,
IIT-Madras. Views are personal.

FOCUS

India cannot match China’s (authoritarian
regime) heft in development finance, but it has

leverage as a democratic partner 

The Lasting Harm
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Can everybody contact the higher
forces? No, not indeed; but they
submit themselves to a discipline
and this brings them success.

SRI AUROBINDO

IT MUST BE
NOTED THAT

DEVELOPMENTAL
AID IS NO 

CHARITY. EVEN,
THE SO-CALLED

GRANTS ARE
NOT CHARITY 

Avilash Roul

WISDOM CORNER
It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop.

CONFUCIUS

Reject your sense of injury and the injury itself disappears.
MARCUS AURELIUS

Life is what happens while you are busy making other plans.
JOHN LENNON

FINANCE

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

AS WE STEP ON
THE WFO MODE

AGAIN, WE NEED
TO REALISE THAT
FLEXI WORK WILL

DEFINE THE
FUTURE OF OUR

WORKPLACES

Priyadarshi Nanu Pany

Culinary history 

Sir, For a typical South Indian vegetarian, nothing would dis-
appoint him more to see a plate of  puffy hot idlis or a piping
hot dosa without its ‘must-have’ accompaniment – sambar. Sour,
spicy and soothing, the refreshing flavor of  sambar is a nationwide
phenomenon. An interesting story lies behind the origin of  sam-
bar. This palatable dish first emerged from the Thanjavur
kitchen of  the Marathi king Shahaji Maharaj’s palace. One day
the royal kitchen wanted to prepare a special Maharashtrian
curry to treat Chatrapathi Shivaji’s eldest son Sambhaji and
some other guests, who visited the king’s palace at Thanjavur.
But when found that the kitchen ran out of  some essential in-
gredients to prepare the curry, wasting no time the cook made
a liquid dish, using toor dal and tamarind, adding ground co-
conut and some vegetables. The guests at the palace, includ-
ing Sambhaji, liked this new mouth-watering dish so much that
it was named in honour of  him. Steamed, puffy and delectable,
idli doused in sambar and chutney, easily makes one of  the na-
tion’s much sought after nutrients for breakfast.

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI 
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Susan Dynarski &
Rachel Glennerster

Without urgent
action, the 

economic cost
alone of school 

closures will be in
the trillions 

of dollars 

Semordnilap

This is a close relative of the palindrome, a string of letters that
reads the same backwards as forwards (“Madam, I’m Adam”; “A

man, a plan, a canal: Panama!”; “Was it a car or a cat I saw?”). In a
semordnilap the text is likewise reversed but it must turn into
something different. For example, if you reverse “diaper” you get
“repaid”, and if you invert “desserts” the word “stressed” appears. A
more complicated example is “deliver no evil”, but you can probably
invent better ones for yourself. As semordnilap is palindromes written
backwards, it’s a self-referential word, one that encapsulates within
itself the thing it represents. You could hardly say that it’s common,
but many earnest palindromists have accidentally discovered it, and it
has some small circulation among word wizards and elsewhere.
Derrida particularly favors the figure of a “headstrong dog,” possibly
because dog, a semordnilap for god, helps him to configure an
immanent versus transcendent ontology (Animal Capital: Rendering
Life in Biopolitical Times, by Nicole Shukin, 2009).

Work from office back as new normal
SPECTRUM WORKPLACE

Groundbreaking discovery

Sir, Gone are the days when it took several long years for scientists to iden-
tify and diagnose rare genetic diseases. Kudos to the team of  researchers
from Sydney and collaborators from Australia, the UK, and, Israel for de-
signing a novel DNA test that can diagnose over 50 genetic diseases caused
by unusually long repetitive DNA sequences in a person’s genes. Published
in the journal ‘Science Advances’, this groundbreaking discovery helps di-
agnose the complex symptoms of  unknown genetic diseases and forego the
limitations of  existing genetic testing methods. Their studies indicate that
the test is accurate, and allow the team to begin validations to make the test
available in pathology laboratories around the world. This new test works
by scanning a patient’s genome using a new technology called ‘Nanopore
sequencing’. This new DNA test can identify a range of  neurological and
neuromuscular abnormalities that have a genetic background. Neurologists
specialising in the field say that this new single DNA test offers a quick treat-
ment that helps identify and diagnose the disease rapidly and accurately.
This test also helps patients get early treatments and avoid unnecessary drugs.
This new technology raises hopes among patients with rare genetic disorders
that are heritable in most cases.

Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Lucknow/Panaji,
March 9: Political parties were
bracing for the assembly election
results Thursday in the crucial
state of  Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and
politically volatile Uttarakhand,
Goa and Manipur, sending out feel-
ers for possible post-poll tie-ups.

On the eve of  the counting of
votes, the Election Commission
announced the removal of  three of-
ficials, including the nodal officer
for EVMs in Varanasi, after a mas-
sive controversy erupted over
Samajwadi Party's allegation that
electronic voting machines were
being shifted in an unauthorised
manner. The poll panel also de-
puted Delhi's Chief  Electoral Officer
as a special officer in Meerut and

the Bihar CEO in Varanasi, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's parlia-
mentary seat, to supervise the
counting of  votes.

It is a high-stakes election in
Uttar Pradesh for the BJP and the
Modi government as the state sends
the highest number of  80 MPs to
Lok Sabha and the party's per-
formance is expected to have a
bearing on the next general election
slated for 2024. Several exit polls
have forecast a clear majority for
the BJP in Uttar Pradesh and for
the Aam Aadmi Party in Punjab,
while predicting a hung assembly
in Goa and a tight race between the
BJP and the Cong ress in
Uttarakhand. Except for Punjab, all
other states were under the BJP.  As
the post-poll scenario could throw
up surprises due to multi-cornered

contests, the parties have dispatched
senior leaders to the states and
were also wooing other parties to
ensure that they get the better of
their rival claimant in case out-
side support is needed to form a 
government.

The Cong ress has sent
Karnataka Congress chief  D K

Sivakumar as special observer to
Goa and party general secretary
Mukul Wasnik and Chhattisgarh
Health Minister T S Singh Deo be-
sides Vincent Pala to Manipur.

The party had lost the race for
government formation in the two
states in 2017 despite emerging as
the single largest party.

Counting of votes in five states today
New Delhi: The Union Cabinet
Wednesday approved creating a
new company to hold and
monetise surplus land and
buildings of government
agencies and PSUs that are being
privatised or being shut down.
The special purpose vehicle
(SPV) called the National Land
Monetisation Corporation
(NLMC) will be set up as a
wholly-owned Government of
India company with an initial
authorised share capital of Rs
5,000 crore and paid-up share
capital of Rs 150 crore, an official
statement said. “NLMC will
undertake monetization of
surplus land and building assets
of Central Public Sector
Enterprises (CPSEs) and other
government agencies,” it said. 

IED blast in Udhampur: 1 killed, 14 injured 
Jammu: In a suspected terrorist act, one person was killed and 14 were
injured when a low-intensity IED exploded outside a court complex in
Udhampur district of Jammu region Wednesday, officials said. Jammu and
Kashmir Director General of Police Dilbag Singh said preliminary investigation
suggests it to be “an act of terrorists but we are investigating the case”. The
improvised explosive device (IED) blast took place around 1 pm in Slathia
Chowk where fruit and vegetable vendors put up their carts.  DGP Singh said
Additional Director General of Police Mukesh Singh had visited the blast site,
along with other top police officials, a team of the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) and bomb disposal experts. “Preliminary examination suggests
a low-intensity IED explosion, but a forensic and minute scrutiny will reveal
more accurate facts,” he said, adding that the 14 injured were now out of danger.  

Naravane holds talks with Australian counterpart
New Delhi: Army Chief Gen MM Naravane Wednesday held wide-ranging
talks with his Australian counterpart Lt Gen Rick Burr on ways to further
deepen bilateral military cooperation besides pressing global issues. It is
learnt that the ongoing crisis in Ukraine figured in the talks.  Lt Gen Burr is
on a visit to India from March 8 to 11. “Interaction between both the Chiefs
of the Army Staff was warm and cordial. Both Chiefs exchanged views on
the current global situation and the situation in Indo-Pacific in addition to
discussing measures for enhancing defence cooperation between both
armies,” the Army said.  Earlier, the Australian Army chief laid a wreath at
the National War Memorial and received a ceremonial guard of honour at
the South Block lawns.

CABINET NOD TO SPV
FOR MONETISATION 
OF SURPLUS LAND



P10
THURSDAY | MARCH 10 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR

UN SALUTES COURAGE OF UKRAINE’S WOMEN
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international

There
was no thought of 

celebrating International
Women’s Day among Ukrainian

women after leaving their husbands and
sons behind to fight the Russian advance. 
In the fastest exodus that Europe has seen

since World War II, two million people have
already fled Ukraine according to the UN.
Among them, one million were children.

Most others were women

Zahony (Hungary), March 9:
On International Women’s Day,
the global celebration of  women,
many fleeing Ukraine felt only the
stress of  finding a new life for
their children as husbands, broth-
ers and fathers stayed behind to de-
fend their country from Russia’s
invasion.

Polina Shulga tried to ease the
journey for her 3-year-old daugh-
ter by hiding the truth.

“Of  course it’s hard to travel
with a child, but I explained to her
that we’re going on vacation and
that we’ll definitely come home
one day when the war is over,”
Shulga said.

She didn’t know what would
come next after arriving in Hungary
from Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, but be-
lieved the experience would make
her stronger. “I feel like I’m re-
sponsible for my child, so it was eas-
ier for me to take this step and
leave,” she said, as her little girl
tugged at the hem of  her coat.

Nataliya Grigoriyovna
Levchinka, from Donetsk in east-
ern Ukraine, felt much the same.

“I’m generally in some kind of
a terrible dream which keeps
going on,” the retired teacher
said. “I would be in some kind
of  abstraction if  it wasn’t for
my daughter. I wouldn’t be able
to come to my senses.”

A decree by Ukraine’s gov-
ernment that prohibits men
aged 18 to 60 from leav-
ing the country means
that most of  those
fleeing are women
and children,
though the UN
doesn’t
have exact
numbers on
gender.
Ukraine’s policy is meant to en-
courage men to sign up to fight
against Russia’s invasion or to
keep them available for military con-
scription.

That has led to
heartbreaking scenes
of  separation, along

with growing worry as some en-
circled, battered parts of  Ukraine
slip out of  reach.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy spoke of  International
Women’s Day, which is normally a
day for celebration in Ukraine, in
a video address. 

Women normally receive flow-
ers and chocolates and kisses and
speeches. But this time, the mes-
sages were tinged with sorrow and
pleas for peace.

A ‘terrible dream’ for
Ukrainian women

Ukrainians, we usually
celebrate this holiday,
the holiday of spring. We
congratulate our women,
our daughters, wives,
mothers. Usually. But not
today. Today I cannot say
the traditional words. I
just can’t congratulate
you. I can’t, when there
are so many deaths.
When there is so much
grief, when there is so
much suffering. When
the war continues
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY I
UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT

First Lady condemns Russian ‘mass murder’
The First Lady of Ukraine, Olena Zelenska, Tuesday condemned the

Kremlin’s “mass murder” of civilians, including children, in an open
letter to the global media on the Russian invasion. In a passionate
statement, Zelenska said that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was impossible
to believe. “On February 24th, we all woke up to the announcement of a
Russian invasion,” she wrote. “Tanks crossed the Ukrainian border, planes
entered our airspace, missile launchers surrounded our cities.” “Despite
assurances from Kremlin-backed propaganda outlets, who call this a
‘special operation’ -- it is, in fact, the mass murder of Ukrainian civilians.”
She singled out the child casualties as “perhaps the most terrifying and
devastating”, naming several of those killed. “When Russia says that it is
‘not waging war against civilians’, I call out the names of these murdered
children first,” she said.

Girl sings ‘Let it go’ in bomb shelter
AUkrainian girl is

winning the hearts of
people across the world
with her rendition of “Let It
Go” from Disney’s ‘Frozen’.
The girl presented the
inspiring song to a group
of people in a bomb
shelter, who gathered
there to save themselves
from the Ukraine war.
Since being posted Sunday, the song has been viewed more
than 15 million times. It has also caught the attention of
‘Frozen’ star Idina Menzel, who gave voice to Elsa in the
2013 movie. “We see you. We really, really see you,” Menzel
tweeted in response to the video. The girl starts singing at
the encouragement of people in the bomb shelter, who are
off-camera. The crowd in the bunker falls silent as she sings
the first few lines of the song.

Bravehearts 
of Ukraine
In a video that has

surfaced online,
Ukrainian women
soldiers clad in
military uniform are seen holding rifles. One of the
women is heard speaking about fighting against
the enemy. According to the translation provided
in the video, the woman says, “We are women of
Ukraine. We have blessed our men to protect our
land. We have already taken our children to safety.
The genetic fund of our nation is reliably
protected. We join the men and the Ukrainian
army. We will destroy the enemy on every inch of
Ukrainian land in every city, every village, forest
and field. For every child, woman, old man, ruined
house, street, even barn, we will shoot you like
rabid dogs. Glory to Ukraine! Death to enemies!”

REUTERS

Kyiv, March 9: In an act of  defi-
ance on a Kyiv square where recent
uprisings have scuppered Moscow’s
ambitions in Ukraine, an orches-
tra assembled before a small crowd
Wednesday to play the national
anthem as Russian forces advanced
on the city.

The Kyiv-Classic Symphony
Orchestra also played an excerpt
from Beethoven’s Ode to Joy, on
which the European Union’s an-

them is based - a nod to the Ukraine
government’s desire to move closer
to Europe and away from Russia’s
orbit.

Russian forces are advancing
on the capital city from several
directions, although heavy fight-
ing in surrounding areas has

slowed their progress.
Thousands of  civilians have

joined local defence units to sup-
port Ukraine’s armed forces and
civilians in some areas under
Russian control have gathered on
streets to protest.

Moscow launched what it calls
a special military operation in
Ukraine Feb 24 to destroy its neigh-
bour’s military capabilities and
remove what it says are dangerous
nationalists in Kyiv.

Ukraine and its allies call
Russia’s actions a brutal invasion
that has killed hundreds of  civil-
ians and forced millions to flee
abroad.

Kyiv has mostly been spared
the heavy shelling that devastated
parts of  other urban centres in-
cluding Kharkiv, Mariupol and
Sumy, but Ukrainian forces are

bolstering defences in anticipa-
tion of  a full assault.

Wednesday’s concert was held
on the vast square where thou-
sands of  Ukrainian protesters set
up a tent city in 2013 and 2014 to
oppose then-President Viktor
Yanukovich’s shock decision to
suspend talks with the EU and re-
vive ties with Moscow.

More than 100 protesters were
killed in clashes with security
forces, and in 2014 Yanukovich
was toppled and forced to flee the
country.

A decade earlier, the square had
been a major gathering place for
participants in the so-called Orange
Revolution, which overturned a
d i s p u t e d  e l e c t i o n  wo n  by
Yanukovich and led to the pro-
Western leader Viktor Yushchenko
taking his place.

DOZENS OF PEOPLE GATHERED TO WATCH ON
THE CENTRAL MAIDAN SQUARE, SOME WAVING
UKRAINIAN FLAGS. THEY APPLAUDED WHEN
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM WAS FINISHED AND A
WOMAN CRIED OUT “TO UKRAINE!”

ORCHESTRA PLAYS NATIONAL ANTHEM IN KYIV

REUTERS

London, March 9: The Kremlin
accused the United States Wednesday
of  declaring an economic war on
Russia that was sowing mayhem
through energy markets, and put
Washington on notice it was con-
sidering its response to a ban on
Russian oil and energy.

Russia’s economy is facing the
gravest crisis since the 1991 fall of  the
Soviet Union after the West imposed
heavy sanctions on almost the entire
Russian financial and corporate sys-
tem following Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov cast the West’s sanctions as
a hostile act that had roiled global
markets and he said it was unclear
how far turbulence on global en-

ergy markets would go.
“You see the bacchanalia, the hos-

tile bacchanalia, which the West
has sown - and that of  course makes
the situation very difficult and forces
us to think seriously,” Peskov told re-
porters.

“We see that the situation on en-
ergy markets is developing rather tur-
bulently - and we don’t know how far

that turbulence will go,” Peskov
said.

He declined to outline the exact na-
ture of  Russia’s response. President
Vladimir Putin, Russia’s paramount
leader since 1999, will hold a meet-
ing with the government Thursday
to discuss minimising the impact
of  sanctions, the Kremlin said.

The West’s attempt to cut off
Russia - one of  the world’s biggest
exporters of  oil, gas and metals -
has hit commodity markets and
raised the spectre of  spiralling in-
flation across the world.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
says the “special military opera-
tion” is essential to ensure Russian
security after the United States en-
larged the NATO military alliance
to Russia’s borders and supported pro-
Western leaders in Kyiv.

Kremlin tells US to await its
response to ‘economic war’

Radiation leak risk
after power cut at
Chernobyl N-plant

Ukraine said Wednesday there was a
danger of a radiation leak at the

Chernobyl nuclear power station after
electricity was cut off to the plant, but
the UN nuclear watchdog IAEA saw “no
critical impact on security”. State-run
nuclear company Energoatom said a
high-voltage power line had been dam-
aged during fighting between Ukrainian
troops and Russian forces who are
occupying the defunct plant, and that it
had been cut off from the national
power grid. It said “radioactive sub-
stances” could eventually be released,
threatening other parts of Ukraine and
Europe, if there was no power to cool
spent nuclear fuel stored at the plant
that suffered the world’s worst nuclear
accident in 1986. Energoatom said there
were about 20,000 spent fuel assem-
blies at Chernobyl that could not be
kept cool amid a power outage. The
radioactive cloud could be carried by
wind to other regions of Ukraine,
Belarus, Russia, and Europe.

EU says reports
of biolabs likely
disinformation

The European Union said
Wednesday it doubted the

credibility of Russian government
claims it had uncovered a military
biological programme in Ukraine,
saying that Moscow had a history
of spreading disinformation about
biological weapons. “The credibili-
ty of information provided by
Kremlin is in general very doubtful
and low,” EU foreign affairs
spokesman Peter Stano said.
“Russian disinformation has a
track record of promoting manipu-
lative narratives about biological
weapons and alleged ‘secret
labs’,” he said, adding that the EU
was not aware of any Ukrainian
laboratories not in line with inter-
national law. Russia demanded
Wednesday that the United States
explain to the world why it had
supported what Moscow cast as a
military biological programme 
in Ukraine. 

Ireland’s foreign minister saluted the resilience and courage of
Ukraine’s women. The US ambassador to the United Nations hailed
their bravery in defending their homes and country. And the head
of the International Monetary Fund told “sisters” in Ukraine: “We
admire your courage, we share your pain, we stand with you.” It
was International Women’s Day Wednesday and at a UN Security
Council meeting number of countries decried Russia’s war on
neighbouring Ukraine, and its impact on women

IN THE FACE 
OF WAR

W O M E N ’ S  D A Y  I N  U K R A I N E

Lviv: Ukraine accused Russia
Wednesday of  bombing a chil-
dren’s hospital in the besieged
port of  Mariupol during an
agreed ceasefire to enable civil-
ians trapped in the city to escape.

Russia had said it would hold
fire to let thousands of  civil-
ians flee Mariupol and other
besieged cities on Wednesday.
But the city council said the
hospital had been hit several
times by an air strike.

“The destruction is colossal,”
it  said in an online post.
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
called it an “atrocity”. “Direct
strike of  Russian troops at the
maternity hospital. People, chil-
dren are under the wreckage,”
he said on Twitter.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov, asked by Reuters for
comment on the reported bomb-
ing, said: “Russian forces do
not fire on civilian targets.”

The Ukrainian Foreign
Ministry posted video footage of
what it said was the hospital
showing holes where windows
should have been in a three-storey
building. Huge piles of  smoul-
dering rubble littered the scene.

The Donetsk region’s governor
said 17 people were wounded,

including women in labour.
Earlier Ukraine’s Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba said
Russia had broken the ceasefire
around the southern port, which
lies between Russian-backed sep-
aratist areas of  eastern Ukraine
and Crimea, annexed by Moscow
from Ukraine in 2014.

“Russia continues holding
hostage over 400,000 people in
Mariupol, blocks humanitar-
ian aid and evacuation.
Indiscriminate shelling con-
tinues,” he wrote on Twitter.
“Almost 3,000 newborn babies
lack medicine and food.”

An intensified push by Russian
forces could mean “an ugly next
few weeks,” Burns told a con-
gressional committee, warning
that Putin is likely to “grind down
the Ukrainian military with no
regard for civilian casualties.” 

‘RUSSIAN  ATROCITY’

Children’s hospital
bombed: Ukraine

There are few things
more depraved 
than targeting the
vulnerable and
defenceless
BORIS JOHNSON | PM, UK

Russia may be using unguided 
‘dumb’ bombs, says US official
The United States has seen indications that Russia's military in its assault

on Ukraine is using so-called dumb bombs that are unguided and greatly
increase the risk of missing targets, a senior US defense official said
Wednesday. We do have indications that the Russians are in fact dropping
some dumb munitions, the official told reporters, speaking on condition of
anonymity, adding that the United States was observing increasing damage
to civilian infrastructure and civilian casualties. 
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After deliberation with
stakeholders and keeping in view the
decline in the Covid-19 caseload, we
have decided to resume international
travel from March 27 onwards. With
this step, I am confident the sector
will reach new heights
JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA | AVIATION MINISTER

Markets regulator Sebi has given approval to
mega IPO proposal of Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) to help the government
mobilise about `63,000 crore to meet the
disinvestment target for the current fiscal year,
sources said. The go-ahead from the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has come in
less than a month, fastest ever to any company

SEBI OKAYS LIC DRAFT PAPERS

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

India needs to
recalibrate its
response to the

price situation
following disruptions
in global supply
chains on account of
Russia-Ukraine war, as losing the
battle against inflation neither
serves the government nor the
central bank

RAGHURAM RAJAN | FORMER RBI GOVERNOR

of the
day uote 

India’s defence
sector will not
face any

problems because of
the western
sanctions on Russia
as Moscow has an
inherent military strength and 
is self-sufficient in its 
production capabilities

VK SARASWAT | NITI AAYOG MEMBER

We would not
only touch $40
billion exports

target, (but) we
should be crossing
the $40 billion mark
this year as far as
exports are concerned

UPENDRA PRASAD SINGH | TEXTILE

SECRETARY

Sensex, Nifty
soar over 2%
Mumbai: Extending the gains
for a second day, key stock
indices Sensex and Nifty
jumped by more than 2 per
cent Wednesday as oil and
energy, financials and IT
stocks advanced amid reports
of diplomatic efforts to end
Russia’s attack on Ukraine. The
benchmark BSE Sensex
opened in the green and
further jumped 1,469.64 points
or 2.75 per cent to 54,893.73
during the day. It finally settled
at 54,647.33, higher by 1,223.24
points or 2.29 per cent,
notching up the biggest single-
day gain since February 25. The
broader Nifty of the NSE
climbed 331.90 points or 2.07
per cent to end at 16,345.35 as
40 of its stocks advanced.

Feb fuel demand
rises 5.4% YoY
New Delhi: India’s fuel
demand rose 5.4% in February,
compared with the same
month last year, data from the
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC) of the oil
ministry showed.
Consumption of fuel, a proxy
for oil demand, totalled 17.57
million tonne. Sales of
gasoline, or petrol, were 3.2%
higher from a year earlier at
2.55 million tonne. 

India, Canada CEPA
talks from today
New Delhi: India and Canada
Thursday will hold discussions
on ways to strengthen
economic ties and proposed
free trade agreement between
the two countries, the
commerce ministry has said.
Canadian International Trade
Minister will be visiting India
from March 10-13 to hold the
fifth India-Canada Ministerial
Dialogue on Trade and
Investment (MDTI).  The
meeting will be co-chaired by
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal. 

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

London, March 9: A global food
crisis sparked by Russia’s inva-
sion of  Ukraine escalated
Wednesday as Indonesia tightened
curbs on palm oil exports, adding
to a growing list of  key producing
countries seeking to keep vital
food supplies within their borders.

The conflict in Ukraine is threat-
ening global grain production, the
supply of  edible oils and fertiliser
exports, sending basic commod-
ity prices rocketing and mirror-
ing the crisis in energy markets.

Palm oil is the world’s most
widely used vegetable oil and is

used in the manufacture of  many
products including bis-
cuits, margarine,
laundry deter-
gents  and
chocolate.
Palm oil
prices have
risen by
more than
50% this year.

Indonesia’s
Trade Minister
Muhammad Lufti
said the export curbs aimed
to ensure that cooking oil prices at
home remain af fordable to  
consumers. 

Russia and Ukraine
are also important sup-
pliers of  edible oils as

well as contributing nearly 30%
of  global wheat exports.

The conflict has not only dis-
rupted shipments from the Black

Sea region but is also jeopardis-
ing prospects for harvests as fer-
tilizer prices soar and supplies
shrink in response to a sharp rise
in the cost of  natural gas - a key com-
ponent in the manufacturing
process for many products.

Malaysian palm oil futures rose
to an all-time high following
Indonesia's announcement while
soybean oil prices jumped to 
a 14-year peak.

SCRAMBLING FOR SUPPLIES
Serbia announced Wednesday

it will ban exports of  wheat, corn,
flour and cooking oil as of  Thursday
to counter price increases while

Hungary banned all grain exports
last week.

Bulgaria has also announced it
will increase its grain reserves
and might restrict exports until it
has carried out planned purchases.

Grain supplies in Romania, a
major exporter, have also tight-
ened as international buyers seek

alternatives to Russia or Ukrainian
supplies although there are cur-
rently no plans to  restrict  
shipments.

Global grain production could
also decline as the production of  fer-
tilizers, which help to boost crop
yields, is curtailed following a rise
in natural gas prices.

FOOD CRISIS GROWS AS RISING PRICES SPARK EXPORT BANS
The rise in prices comes at a time when affordability of
food is a major challenge as economies seek to recover
from the coronavirus crisis and is also helping to fuel a

broader surge in inflation across the globe

London: Ukraine’s government has banned the export of wheat, oats and other staples that are crucial for global food supplies as
authorities try to ensure they can feed people during Russia’s intensifying war. New rules on agricultural exports introduced this week
also prohibit the export of millet, buckwheat, sugar, live cattle, and meat and other “byproducts” from cattle, according to a govern-
ment announcement. The export ban is needed to prevent a “humanitarian crisis in Ukraine,” stabilize the market and “meet the needs
of the population in critical food products,” Roman Leshchenko, Ukraine’s minister of agrarian and food policy, said in a statement
posted on the government website and his Facebook page. It’s the latest sign that the Russia’s invasion of Ukraine threatens the food
supply and livelihoods of people in Europe, Africa and Asia who rely on the farmlands of the Black Sea region — known as the “bread-
basket of the world.”The export ban will likely reduce global food supplies just when prices are at their highest level since 2011.

New Delhi: India has signed con-
tracts to export about 500,000 tonne
of  wheat in recent days, traders
said, cashing in on a sharp rally
in international prices and sig-
nalling a big uptick in overseas
sales from the world’s second
biggest producer of  the grain.

After five consecutive record
annual crops, India has large
wheat inventories, and traders
are keen to capitalise on any ex-
port opportunity. A high domes-
tic price guaranteed by the gov-
ernment tends to deter exports
unless world prices are high. India
guarantees producers about $257
a tonne for domestic sales, while
benchmark European wheat
jumped above 400 euros ($435)
Monday and benchmark wheat

prices in Chicago settled at their
highest in 14 years.

India is set to export a record
7 million tonne of  wheat this year. 

India has sealed deals to ex-
port about 500,000 tonnes of  wheat
in recent days, he said. Two other
traders, who also did not wish to
be named, confirmed the figure.

India’s wheat exports surge
The buyers, who
are worried about
supply disruptions

from Ukraine and Russia,
know that only India can be a
big, steady supplier of wheat
at this point of time, and
that’s why they have turned
to India
RAJESH PAHARIA JAIN | UNICORP PVT LTD

Ukraine bans export of wheat, oats and other food staples

Palm oil prices soar as
Indonesia curbs exports

Soybean oil prices have
climbed by almost 40% 

Serbia bans exports of wheat,
corn, flour and cooking oil

McDonald’s, Starbucks, Coke,
Pepsi join exodus

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, March 9: India is the sec-
ond-largest global venture capital in-
vestment hub for digital shopping
companies, growing by a whopping
175 per cent from $8 billion in 2020
to $22 billion in 2021, according to
an official analysis released here
Wednesday.

On a global scale, India came
in second to the US last year, which
attracted $51 billion in investment,
followed by China at third with
$14 billion and the UK at fourth
with $7 billion.

Within India, Bangalore comes out
on top globally with $14 billion
worth of  Venture Capital (VC) in-

vestments in digital shopping in
2021, followed by Gurugram at No
7 with $4 billion and Mumbai at No
10 with $3 billion.

Bangalore almost tripled its in-
vestments from $5 billion in 2020 to
take the top spot, ahead of  other
leading cities in the world – New York
City (second), San Francisco (third),
London (fourth) and Berlin (fifth).

According to the London &
Partners analysis of  Dealroom.Co
investment data, increasing de-
mand for online purchases during
a series of  lockdowns across the
world during the Covid-19 pandemic
led to global investors showing a
strong appetite for backing e-com-
merce companies.

Three of  the 15 global cities with
the highest count of  current uni-
corns are in India — Bangalore at
No 6 with 19 unicorns in 2021 (up
from three in 2020, Gurugram at
No 7 with 13 unicorns (up from 3 in

2020) and Mumbai at No 14 with 7
unicorns. London is the leading
European hub for digital shopping
investment, with a record $5 bil-
lion raised by digital shopping com-
panies based in the capital in 2021.

Notable investment rounds into
London-based digital shopping com-
panies in 2021 included $180 mil-
lion series H funding round for on-
line food delivery service, Deliveroo;
$150 million raised by online used
car marketplace, Carzam; and $55
million raised by online dog-food de-
livery service, Butternut Box.

“London has always been a city
with a distinct creative style that
comes from the grassroots and the
street,” said Julia Hawkins, partner
at venture capital firm LocalGlobe.

Overall, global venture capital in-
vestment into digital shopping more
than doubled in 2021 following a sig-
nificant consumer shift to e-commerce
platforms during the pandemic.

India 2nd in global investment in digital shopping

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 9: Equity mu-
tual funds attracted a net sum of
`19,705 crore in February, making
it the 12th consecutive monthly
net inflow, amid a highly volatile
stock market environment due to
the current geopolitical situation,
data from the Association of  Mutual
Funds in India (Amfi) showed
Wednesday.

Equity schemes have been wit-
nessing net inflow since March
2021 and the segment has received
a net inflow of  `1.45 lakh crore

during the period between March
2021 and February 2022 highlight-
ing the positive sentiments among
investors.

Prior to this, such schemes had
consistently witnessed outflows
for eight months from July 2020 to
February 2021 losing ̀ 46,791 crore.
“The latest inflow is quite en-
couraging, amid the expected hard-
ening of  interest rates and cur-
rent geopolitical situation,” Ricky
Kirpalani, lead sponsor, First Water
Capital Fund (AIF), said.

However, equity fund flows would
have likely slowed down in March,
given that the situation in Ukraine
has continued to escalate. On the
other hand, the postponing of  the
LIC IPO to the next fiscal year will
also likely help limit March re-
demptions, he added.

Kavitha Krishnan, senior analyst
(manager research) of  Morningstar
India, said that despite witness-
ing significant outflows from FPIs,
domestic investors continue to use
the market correction to invest in
Indian equities. 

“Despite concerns over the grow-
ing oil prices and the conflicts be-
tween Russia and Ukraine, which
have in turn impacted the com-

modities markets in India, the mar-
kets have been witnessing positive
flows. The trend is indicative of
the increasing investor interest
and awareness around investing,”
she said. Overall, the mutual fund
industry registered a net inflow
of  ̀ 31,533 crore in February, com-
pared with a net inflow of  `35,252
crore in the preceding month.

The assets under management
(AUM) of  the industry slightly
went down to `37.56 lakh crore at
the end of  February, from ̀ 38.01 lakh
crore at the January-end.

Within the equity segment, in-
terestingly all the categories saw
net inflows. The flexi-cap fund cat-
egory saw the highest net inflow of
`3,873 crore, followed by thematic
funds at `3,441 crore during the
period under review.

AM/NS celebrates Women’s Day

Bhubaneswar: ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India (AM/NS
India) celebrated International Women’s Day (IWD) with
great fervor at its Paradeep Pellet Plant, which was
attended by its employees and associates with family
members. Earlier, several activities were organised in its
operating locations in Odisha as a run up to the main
event. Debate, quiz and flower identification competitions
were held at the company’s Paradeep, Dabuna and
Bhubaneswar offices, winners of which were felicitated
during the main celebrations today. On the occasion,G
Suresha, Executive Director, AM/NS India, Odisha Asset
said, “We cannot think of a sustainable future without
gender equality. The purpose of celebrating International
Women’s Day is to acknowledge the cultural, economic,
political and social achievements of women from all walks
of life and to honour women for their leadership and
contribution towards a sustainable future. We at AM/NS
India aim to employ more and more women employees at
our workplace in the coming days and thus giving them
more opportunity to hold important positions in different
departments”. Also present on the occasion were USR
Raju, Head- Operation, Paradeep Pellet Plant, Shailendra
Sah, Head - Power Plant, Prafulla Kumar Mohanty, Head -
Administration & IR, Sunila Das, Head - Human Resources
and other officials of the company.

Feb’s equity MFs’ net inflows rise REPOSING FAITH

Equity mutual funds saw
a net inflow of  `14,888
crore in January and

`25,077 crore in December

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Women’s Day fete by Canara Bank
Bhubaneswar: Canara Bank Circle Office Bhubaneswar
yesterday celebrated International Women’s Day by
organising a Canara Bazar in the morning which was
graced by Chief Guest BL Meena, General Manager
CANARA Bank Bhubaneswar Circle Office. Many Self
Help Groups from all over the state, which has been
financed by Canara Bank had come to show case and
sell their hand made products. The event received great
response from the bank staffs as well as the localities.
Later in the evening, a function was held where all the
staffs of Canara Bank Circle Office Bhubaneswar and
executives along with DGM GN Murthy and GM BL
Meena were present and the event was graced by Chief
Guest- Pranati Chhotray, Addl Director of Treasuries
and Inspection. (DT & I), ODISHA, IAS SPECIAL GUEST-
Dipty Mishra (Director of Doordarshan Kendra,
Sambalpur and Bhubaneswar). Both the guests
enlightened the gathering about the roles,
responsibilities that today’s women face in their day-
to-day lives and their progress and general condition in
society. The event ended with awarding the winners of
quiz contest and distributing flowers and gifts to the
women employees of the Circle Office.

REUTERS

Washington, March 9: Bitcoin
soared Wednesday after President
Joe Biden signed an executive order
that requires US government agen-
cies to assess the benefits and risks
of  creating a central bank digital
dollar and other cryptocurrency 
issues.

The executive order potentially
expands the adoption of  virtual
currencies in the US financial sys-
tem. Biden’s order will require the
Treasury De par tment,  the
Commerce Department and other
key agencies to prepare reports
on “the future of  money” and the
role cryptocurrencies will play. 

“With the recent sanctions
regime in place as a result of  the
war in Ukraine, it is doubly im-
perative that we have a regulatory
framework in place for digital as-
sets that counters illicit finance, and
prevent risks to financial stabil-
ity and national security,” said
Michael Pierson, managing part-
ner at law firm FisherBroyles.

The White House last year said
it was considering wide-ranging
oversight of  the cryptocurrency
market - including an executive
order - to deal with the growing
threat of  ransomware and other
cyber crime.

In midday trading, bitcoin rose
9.1% to $42,280, on track for its
largest percentage gain since Feb
28, while smaller peer ether , the coin
linked to the Ethereum blockchain
network, added 6.3% to $2,740, also
set for its best day this month.

“At 21Shares, we’ve always be-
lieved that the best way to introduce
and expose investors to crypto is
through a safe and regulated ap-
proach,” said Hany Rashwan, chief
executive officer and co-founder
of  21Shares, the world’s largest
provider of  crypto exchange traded
products. “Today’s action will help
the US establish itself  as a leader
in crypto for years to come.”

US exchange traded funds (ETFs)
tracking bitcoin futures that gained
regulatory approval late last year
also jumped. US crypto miners
that act as a proxy for moves in
digital coins also advanced. 

Bitcoin soars after
Biden signs order
on digital assets

Today’s data shows that
the UK and India are two of
the world’s leading hubs for

digital shopping companies with
high levels of global investment
and unicorns. There has never
been a better time for India’s
strong pool of fast-growing 

e-commerce companies to choose London as the destination 
to scale their business outside of their home market

HEMIN BHARUCHA I COUNTRY DIRECTOR, INDIA AT LONDON & PARTNERS
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Poland international’s record 11-minute hat-trick helps Bayern Munich demolish RB Salzburg 7-1 in
the second leg of the Champions League Round of 16 match and seal a quarterfinal berth

LEWA’S NIGHT OUT

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Munich, March 9: Whatever hope
RB Salzburg had of  overcoming
Bayern Munich was extinguished
by Robert Lewandowski scoring
a hat-trick in 11 minutes.

It was game over by the time
Lewandowski’s third hit the net in
the 23rd minute Tuesday to make
it the quickest treble ever seen at the
start of  a Champions League match.

A second leg that started at 1-1 was
tilted 4-1 in Bayern’s favor by the
striker’s scoring masterclass. An 8-
2 aggregate win (7-1 in the second
leg) to reach the quarterfinals was
completed by further goals from
Serge Gnabry, a double from Thomas
Muller, and Leroy Sané. At least
Salzburg avoided a complete hu-
miliation of  not scoring with
Maurits Kjaergaard netting for the

Austrian team in Bavaria.
“That was a statement win,”

Bayern captain Manuel Neuer said.
“I think we showed a different side
of  ourselves today and didn’t con-
cede as many chances on the break.
We were also more stable in defense,
which obviously gives us hope that
things can continue in that vein.” 

It was three weeks ago when
Bayern was reliant on a late equal-
izer from Kingsley Coman to avoid
losing the first leg. After failing to
score — or even hit the target in
Salzburg — Lewandowski has now
taken his season tally to 42 goals in
all competitions.

It took only 12 minutes to score
his first against Salzburg, from
the penalty spot after being brought
down by Maximilian Wober. The de-
fender fouled him again and
Lewandowski converted his penalty

again in the 21st.
The third came from open play,

running onto Müller’s pass and
then knocking a shot past the ad-
vancing goalkeeper Philipp Köhn
from the edge of  the penalty area.

The previous quickest hat trick
from the start of  a Champions
League match came in 24 minutes
from Marco Simone for AC Milan
against Rosenborg in 1996.

“Today it was an opponent on a
different level,” Salzburg defender
Rasmus Kristensen said. “We had
some chances but if  you don’t make
them count, it is difficult. We gave
everything but it wasn’t enough. It
had nothing to do with attitude,
focus or the match plan. They sim-
ply have been better in all aspects
— that’s it.” 

Coman seized the ball of f
Mohamed Camara to set up Gnabry

in the 31st to shoot under Kohn.
Muller scored nine minutes into the
second half  before Kjaergaard
struck a superb left-footed conso-
lation for the knockout phase new-
comer.

But Muller swept in his 52nd
Champions League goal in the 83rd
after exchanging passes with
Lewandowski and Sané in the
buildup.

The rout was completed with
an assist from the striker who
started it. Lewandowski back-
heeled the ball for Sané to net the
seventh in the 85th.

“Today we had the luck that was
completely missing in Salzburg,”
Muller said. “We could have gone
1-0 down after five minutes. You’re
always a little dependent on situ-
ations like that, but overall we
were better.”

MEMORABLE OUTING: Robert Lewandowski reacts
with his trademark celebration after scoring one
of his goals against RB Salzburg, Tuesday

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Liverpool, March 9: Liverpool
could cope with its first Anfield
loss in a year to still overcome
Inter Milan and reach the quar-
terfinals of  the Champions League.

Leading 2-0 from the last-16 first
leg in Italy, Lautaro Martinez’s
swerving shot that reduced the
deficit in the 61st minute gave the
Italian champions a hope of  a
comeback.

But within two minutes, Inter’s
task was made more difficult when
Alexis Sanchez was sent off  after
his follow-through on Fabinho
earned him a second booking.

Liverpool held on to lose 1-0 and
advance 2-1 on aggregate. The 2019
Champions League winners are in
the quarterfinals for the fourth
time in five years despite its first
loss in the competition this season.
Liverpool had chances to level.
Mohamed Salah volleyed against
the post and Luis Diaz’s close-
range shot was deflected over by
Arturo Vidal.

“We struggled in the beginning,”
Salah said. “We managed to hold
the ball up more in the second half.
The most important thing is we
qualified. Hopefully we’ll be better
in the next game.” 

Inter went out with only the con-
solation of  being the first team to
win at Anfield since Fulham 366 days
earlier. “The difficulties we had were
pretty close to what I expected,”
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp
told broadcaster BT Sport. “Inter
are a really good side and set up for
these kind of  games. They are re-
ally fighters and I’m happy we don’t
play this type of  team every week.”
Liverpool is still in contention for a
quadruple after winning the League

Cup last month, then reaching the
quarterfinals of  the FA Cup and clos-
ing Manchester City’s lead at the top
of  the Premier League to six points
with a game in hand.

Inter’s focus now returns to try-
ing to catch AC Milan in Serie A,
with two points to make up and a
game in hand.  “We did our best at
Anfield,” Inter coach Simone
Inzaghi said. “And we come out of
these two games as a better side,
strengthened.”

Liverpool lose, but advance

Liverpool players and Inter team members, including their goal scorer Lautaro
Martinez (2nd from L), congratulate each other after the match at the
Anfield, Tuesday 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hamilton, March 9: Having pum-
melled arch-rivals Pakistan in a
lopsided lung-opener, India will
face an infinitely tougher chal-
lenge in hosts New Zealand and
would endeavour to put up an im-
proved batting show in their sec-
ond ICC Women’s World Cup league
stage game here Thursday.

The pitch at Hamilton’s Seddon
Park has been traditionally known
as a batting belter and Mithali Raj
and her team would like to put up
a better show against Sophie
Devine’s White Ferns, who have had
a great run in the recently con-
cluded bilateral series.

More than the margin of  the 1-
4 defeat, it was the fact that Indians
were outplayed in all departments
must have been a cause of  worry
for head coach Ramesh Powar who
has been trying out various com-
binations.

What looked like a cakewalk
against a relatively weaker Pakistan
side might not be possible against
the New Zealanders, who have all
bases covered.

In fact, the Indians have already
learnt a harsh lesson in the pre-
ceding ODI series where they could-
n’t even defend totals of  270 and 280.

But Shafali Verma’s return to
form is something that the team
management is looking forward
to as senior pacer Jhulan Goswami
said at the pre-match interaction.

In last seven games, including one
practice match, there was only one

fifty and six low scores from her.
“Shafali has already proved herself.
She is a very exciting cricketer.
But these things happen with every
cricketer,” Goswami said in a vir-
tual press conference ahead of  the
game against New Zealand here
Thursday.

“I am sure she is working hard
really well in the nets, she is bat-
ting well in the nets; she is hitting
the ball really well. She is just one
big knock away and if  she gets an
opportunity, I am sure she is going
to do well,” she added.

Even skipper Mithali got stuck
ag ainst  Pakistan while

Harmanpreet Kaur, save for one
half  century in the inconsequen-
tial dead rubber against New
Zealand, has bee off  the boil.

India’s problems have been often
compounded by their inability to
rotate the strike in the middle overs
leaving way too much for the slog
overs where often they haven’t had
power hitters. Smriti Mandhana is
the batting mainstay and a big
score from her is what the ‘Women
in Blue’ need Thursday.

India’s biggest strength is their
all-rounders – Deepti Sharma, Sneh
Rana and Puja Vastrakar, who can
convert a poor show into a bril-

liant final outcome.
However, against New Zealand,

who have Devine, Suzie Bates, Amy
Satherwaite and Amelia Kerr in
their ranks, it won’t be an easy
job.

Goswami, who has been in ter-
rific form over the past one year,
needs support from the other end
with a steady show from the likes
of  Meghna Singh and Vastrakar.

However, it will all boil down to
how well the spinners – Rajeshwari
Gayakwad, Rana and Deepti bowl
against the New Zealanders. A
good result will erase the night-
mare of  the recent ODI series.

New Zealand challenge awaits eves
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, March 9: India’s Ravindra
Jadeja climbed to the top spot in the
ICC Test rankings for all-rounders
Wednesday after his match-win-
ning performance against Sri Lanka
in the opening Test in Mohali.

“Ravindra Jadeja’s performance at
India’s recent Test win against Sri
Lanka in Mohali has catapulted him
to the No.1 position in the MRF Tyres
ICC Men’s Test Player Rankings,”
the ICC said in a statement.

His unbeaten 175 lifted him up to
17 places from 54th to 37th with the
bat and he added nine wickets to
move up to 17th with the ball. His
all-round contribution was enough
for him to regain the top all-rounder
spot from Jason Holder, who had held

the position since February 2021.
In the same list, Ravichandran

Ashwin dropped a rung to third
while Axar Patel was next best
Indian at 14th, after going down
two positions. Patel did not play
the Mohali Test due to injury.

Among batters, Virat Kohli rose
two spots to be fifth in the latest list,
followed by India skipper Rohit
Sharma static at sixth. Rishabh
Pant, who impressed with an ex-
plosive 96-run knock in Mohali,
entered the top 10 at 10th after gain-
ing one spot. Australian Marnus
Labuschagne occupied the top spot.

In the bowlers’ chart, Ashwin was
static at second, while Jasprit
Bumrah was also unchanged at
10th. Pat Cummins led the pack, con-
tinuing his reign at the top.

JADEJA TOP AMONG
ALL-ROUNDERS IN TEST

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Birmingham, March 9: Indian
men’s hockey team will open its
campaign at the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games against
minnows Ghana July 31 while the
women team will also square-off
against the same rivals July 29.

Two-time silver medallist Indian
men are placed in a relatively easy
Pool B alongside England, Canada,
Wales and Ghana while the Pool A
consists of  six-time champions
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa,
Pakistan and Scotland. The Indian
women are in Pool A, which also has
England, Canada, Wales and Ghana. 

After Ghana, the Indian men
will play hosts and last edition’s

bronze winner England August 1,
followed by matches against Canada
(August 3) and Wales (August 4).
After Ghana, the women will play
Wales July 30, England (August 2)
and Canada (August 3). 

The top two teams from each pool
in both men and women’s competi-
tion qualify for the semifinals. The
men’s semifinals will be played August
6 and the final August 8. The women’s
semifinals and final will be played
August 5 and 7 respectively. 

India will be sending its ‘A’ teams
for both men and women at the
Birmingham Games due short
turnaround between CWG and the
Hangzhou Asian Games, which is
a qualifying tournament for the
2024 Paris Olympics.  The two
events will be held just 32 days
apart and the national federation
wants to keep its first-choice play-
ers fresh for the Asian Games. The
Birmingham CWG is scheduled to
be held from July 28 till August 8. 

India to open hockey campaign vs Ghana 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 9: Defender
Akshata Abaso Dhekale and striker
Deepika Jr are the two new faces
in a 22-member Indian women’s
hockey team, which will take on
World No.5 Germany in the FIH Pro
League matches here Saturday and
Sunday. 

Goalkeeper Savita has been
named captain with experienced de-
fender Deep Grace Ekka continu-
ing to assist as vice-captain.

Both Akshata of  Maharashtra
and Haryana’s Deepika Jr were
handpicked in the senior core group
following their impressive per-
formances in the Hockey India
National Championship. 

The Indian women are currently
placed third in the FIH Pro League
standings with nine points from four
games that include three wins and
one loss.

THE TEAM 
Goalkeepers: Savita (Captain),
Bichu Devi Kharibam; Defenders:
Deep Grace Ekka (vc), Gurjit Kaur,
Nikki Pradhan, Udita, Akshata
Abaso Dhekale; Midfielders:Nisha,
Salima Tete, Sushila Chanu
Pukhrambam, Jyoti, Monika, Neha,
Navjot Kaur, Sonika; Forwards:
Rajwinder Kaur, Sharmila Devi,
Navneet Kaur, Lalremsiami, Sangita
Kumari, Mariana Kujur, Deepika; 
Standbys: Rajani Etimarpu, Ishika
Chaudhary, Namita Toppo.

Pro League: Eves
team announced
for Germany tie 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, March 9: Custodian of
cricket laws, the Marylebone Cricket
Club (MCC), has decided to move
the law relating to run-outs at non-
striker’s end from its “unfair play”
section besides completely ban-
ning the use of  saliva to shine the
ball in amendments to its 2022 code
that will come into effect in October. 

Run-outs at non-striker’s end
when batters back up too far have
often triggered heated debates on
spirit of  the game and several
players like India’s premier off-
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin
have advocated for it as a fair mode
of  dismissal.

“Law 41.16 – running out the
non-striker – has been moved from
Law 41 (Unfair play) to Law 38 (Run
out). The wording of  the Law re-
mains the same,” the MCC said in
a media statement late on Tuesday.

It was in 1948 when the dis-
missal first came to be known.

Indian legend Vinoo Mankad ran
out Australian wicketkeeper Bill
Brown at the non-striker’s end
after duly warning him for back-
ing up too far.

The Australian media dubbed
it as ‘Mankading’, a name which
stuck in popular parlance but was
vehemently opposed by legends
like Sunil Gavaskar for being “dis-
respectful” towards Mankad. 

The MCC also said that using
saliva to shine the ball would be
treated as an unfair practice. Saliva
application was barred by the ICC
in view of  the COVID-19 pandemic
and MCC said its research found
that applying saliva had no impact
on the ball’s movement.

The changes in the code, which
first came into existence in 2017,
were suggested by MCC Laws sub-
committee “which were subse-
quently approved at the Club’s
Main Committee meeting last
week.” The amendments will not
come into force until October.

‘MANKADING’ NO MORE UNFAIR PLAY
OTHER RECOMMENDED CHANGES 

Replacement players (Law 1): The
replacement players will be treated “as
if they were the player they replaced,
inheriting any sanctions or dismissals
that player has done in that match.”
Batters returning when Caught (Law
18): When a batter is out caught, the
“new batter shall come in at the end the
striker was at, i.e. To face the next ball
(unless it is the end of an over).”
Dead ball (Law 20.4.2.12): The amend-
ment suggests that the calling of Dead
ball takes into account “if either side is
disadvantaged by a person, animal or
other object within the field of play.”
Bowler throwing at striker’s end before
delivery (Law 21.4): “If a bowler throws
the ball in an attempt to run out the
striker before entering their delivery
stride, it will now be Dead ball. This is
an extremely rare scenario, which has
until now been called as a No ball.”
Judging a Wide (Law 22.1): The amend-
ment takes into account movement of a
batter before the ball is bowled. “It was
felt unfair that a delivery might be

called ‘Wide’ if it passes where the bat-
ter had stood as the bowler entered
his/her delivery stride. Therefore, a
Wide will apply to where the batter is
standing, where the striker has stood at
any point since the bowler began their
run up, and which would also have
passed wide of the striker in a normal
batting position.”
Striker’s right to play the ball (Law 25.8):
“If the ball should land away from the
pitch, the new Law allows the striker to
play the ball so long as some part of
their bat or person remains within the
pitch. Should they venture beyond that,
the umpire will call and signal Dead ball.
As recompense to the batter, any ball
which would force them to leave the
pitch will also be called No ball.”
Unfair movement by fielding side (Laws
27.4 and 28.6): “Until now, any member
of the fielding side who moved unfairly,
was punished only with a Dead
ball...Given the action is both unfair
and deliberate, it will now see the bat-
ting side awarded 5 Penalty runs.”

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Indian Wells, March 9: Novak
Djokovic was placed in the men’s
draw for the BNP Paribas Open, al-
though it remains to be seen
whether the second-ranked player
will be allowed to enter the United
States.

Djokovic isn’t vaccinated against

COVID-19. The US requires visi-
tors to be vaccinated to enter the
country. Additionally, tournament
officials have said everyone at
Indian Wells must be fully vacci-
nated to be on site.

Djokovic’s name was on the entry
list when the men’s draw was made
Tuesday, so the five-time tourna-
ment champion was included. He

received a first-round bye and would
play either David Goffin or Jordan
Thompson in the second round.

“We are currently in commu-
nication with his team; however, it
has not been determined if  he will
participate in the event by getting
(Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) approval to enter the
country,” tournament officials said
in a statement.

Djokovic’s photo was included on
a ‘We Miss You’ wall of  players
who are absent from Indian Wells.
He last played at a tournament in
Dubai last month, losing in the
quarterfinals to Jiri Vesely. He was
deported from Australia in January
after his visa was canceled on the
eve of  the Australian Open.

Djokovic said a previous COVID-
19 infection meant he was exempt
from rules stating that all arriving
visitors must be fully vaccinated. He
was detained in an immigration fa-
cility before being ordered to leave.

Djokovic in draw at Indian Wells
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