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Actor Kiara Advani reveals the kind of equation
that she shares with Sidharth Malhotra
on Koffee With Karan

SPILLING BEANS
Shubman Gill’s maiden ODI century helps India
complete clean sweep in three-match series
against Zimbabwe

GILL SCRIPTS INDIA WIN

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

The United States and South Korea begin
their biggest combined military training
in years 
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Consulting people doesn’t matter. What
matters is transparency, like coming on

TV at 8 pm & announcing a policy!
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MARKET WATCH

n“We all believe that
women should have agency
over their lives and that a
human’s personal decisions
should not be a barrier to
their success,” reads an 
internal memo of the Miss
Universe pageant

AGENCIES

Mumbai, August 22: Yes, you
read that right! In a historic shift,
the popular Miss Universe beauty
pageant has decided to expand el-
igibility for the contest by letting
mothers and married women to
compete. Come 2023, marital and
parental status will cease to be

roadblocks for pageant hopefuls
according to Fox News. 

The annual international beauty
pageant serves as a platform for
women from across the globe to
not just showcase their talent, but
prove themselves influential to
support the betterment of  society.

That being said, Miss Universe
pageant’s regulations have al-
ways required that winners be sin-
gle women between the age of
18 and 28 and their status must

remain as such throughout their
reign as the title-holder. Mothers
have historically been excluded

as well and victors are typically
required to avoid getting preg-
nant while serving as Miss
Universe.

Putting an end to the archaic rule
couldn’t have come at a better time!
As per reports, an internal memo of
the Miss Universe pageant reads,
“We all believe that women should
have agency over their lives and that

a human’s personal decisions should
not be a barrier to their success.”

Miss Universe 2020 Andrea Meza
of  Mexico, who was alleged to be
married right after she won the
title, also welcomed this change. “I
honestly love that this is happen-
ing,” Meza said in an interview.
“Just like society changes and
women are now occupying lead-
ership positions where in the past
only men could, it was about time
pageants changed and opened up
to women with families,” she added.

Meza criticised the existing
guidelines as being ‘sexist’ and
‘unrealistic’ in their endeavour to
choose a winner that would ap-
peal to the largest possible audience.

Continued on P4

Moms and the married too can be Miss Universe from ’23

I honestly love that this is happening. Just like
society changes and women are now occupying
leadership positions where in the past only
men could, it was about time pageants
changed and opened up to women with families

ANDREA MEZA | MISS UNIVERSE 2020

nThe terrorist, who was not
identified by the Russian
intelligence agency, confessed
that he was preparing an act
of terrorism against a member
of India’s ruling circles for
insulting the Prophet
AGENCIES

Moscow, August 22: Russia’s top
intelligence agency said Monday
that it has detained an Islamic
State terrorist from a Central Asian
country who underwent special
training to carry out a suicide at-
tack against a member of  India’s
leadership elite for the offensive
comments on the Prophet.

According to Russia’s Federal
Security Service (FSB), the for-
eign national was recruited by one
of  the Islamic State’s ringleaders
as a suicide bomber sometime be-
tween April and June 2022, while
in Turkey, state-owned TASS news
agency reported.

“The Federal Security Service
has identified and apprehended in
Russia a member of  the outlawed
(by the Russian Federation) Islamic
State international terrorist or-
ganisation. The detainee is a native
of  a Central Asian country, who
planned to commit a terrorist at-
tack against a member of  India’s
ruling circles by blowing himself
up,” the FSB said.

The terrorist’s “ideological in-

doctrination was conducted re-
motely via Telegram messenger
accounts and during personal meet-
ings in Istanbul with an IS repre-
sentative,” the Russian Federal
Security Service’s Center for Public
Relations (CPR) said.

The FSB noted that the would-
be suicide bomber swore allegiance
to the IS Emir (chief), after which
he was instructed to leave for Russia,
draw up the necessary documents
and fly to India to commit this act
of  terrorism, the report said.

The terrorist, who was not iden-
tified by the Russian intelligence
agency, confessed that he was
preparing an act of  terrorism
against a member of  India’s ruling
circles for insulting the Prophet
Muhammad, the report added.

In a video of  his interrogation
released by the CPR Monday, the
would-be suicide bomber said he
swore allegiance to the IS Emir in
April 2022 and underwent special
training, after which he flew to
Russia, from where he was to travel
to India. “I was supposed to be given
things there to commit a terrorist at-
tack at the behest of  the IS for insult-
ing the Prophet Muhammad,” he said.

BJP spokesperson Nupur
Sharma was suspended and the
party’s Delhi media head Naveen
Kumar Jindal was expelled by the
party after their controversial re-
marks against the Prophet which
sparked protests in the Muslim
world early this year.

Russia detains IS
fidayeen eyeing to
kill Indian leader

PNN & AGENCIES

Balasore/Mayurbhanj/Jajpur,
August 22: The flood situation in
several northern districts was alarm-
ing Monday, as the swollen
Subarnekha river inundated low-
lying areas and left people in over
100 villages marooned, officials said.

The water level in all the rivers
located in north Odisha is in spate
due to heavy rain caused by a deep
depression over the Bay of  Bengal,
and subsequent flood-water release
from Jharkhand, they said.

Authorities in Balasore and
Mayurbhanj districts had Sunday
launched a massive evacuation
drive to shift people from vulner-
able areas to safer locations, which
is continuing Monday, they said.

Subarnarekha has been rising sig-
nificantly since Sunday evening, in-
undating many areas in Baliapal,
Bhograi, Basta and Jaleswar in
Balasore by 11 am, the officials said.
The Saraskana and Rasgovindpur
blocks in Mayurbhanj districts have
also been submerged.

The authorities expect peak
flooding to take place after more
water is released from the Galudih
barrage in Jharkhand.

As per data of  the Central Water
Commission (CWC), the water level
of  Subarnarekha at Rajghat in the dis-
trict was 11.90 metre at 9 am as against
the danger level of  10.36 metre, while
at Jamsolaghat it was 50.04 metre as
against the danger level of  49.15
metre. Apart from the Subarnarekha
river, Balasore district is also af-

fected by the flood waters of  river
Budhabalang and Jalaka, they said.

In Jajpur district, the Baitarani
river inundated a number of  blocks,
including Dasrathpur and Korei,
while in Keonjhar, several places in

Hatadihi, Ghasipura and Anandapur
are under water. Odisha Water
Resources Minister Tukuni Sahu,
after reviewing the flood situation,
said, “Though the Subarnarekha
river is still flowing above the dan-

ger mark, the water level has re-
mained stable for the last eight hours.
We are keeping a close watch on it.”
She asserted that the authorities are
fully prepared to deal with any 
eventuality. Continued on P4

Naveen writes to
Modi for seamless
MGNREGS payment
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 22: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik Monday
urged Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for addition of  a default pro-
vision in NREGASoft to avoid de-
lays in Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) wage pay-
ments to workers.

The default provision will en-
able drawal, utilization and re-
coupment of  budgetary allocation
towards State’s Revolving Fund to
prevent delay in payment of  wages
under the scheme.

Writing a letter to the Prime
Minister, Naveen said the state
government has taken a slew of
proactive measures to ensure proper
implementation of  MGNREGS and
has ensured that the benefits of
the scheme reach the intended ben-
eficiaries.

The state has done well in en-
suring almost 100 per cent timely
payment of  wages, which is a tes-
timony of  the tremendous em-
phasis it has attached to the man-
dates of  the Act, he pointed out.

Similarly, the Centre has also
taken significant steps in rais-
ing its budgetary allocation to-
wards MGNREGS during the
outbreak of  Covid-19 pandemic
which has enabled the state gov-
ernment to provide succour to the
vulnerable rural households es-
pecially the migrant families,
said the CM.

Continued on P4

nHe also claims that BJP
offered closure of all cases
if he quit AAP and joined
the saffron party
AGENCIES

A h m e d a b a d / N ew  D e l h i ,
August 22: Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia Monday
claimed that he was offered the
CM’s post by the BJP and clo-
sure of  all cases if  he quit AAP
and joined the saffron party,
which hit back, accusing him of
trying to deflect attention from
the corruption charges.

The startling claims of  Sisodia

came days after his house was
raided by the CBI over allega-
tions of  corruption in the im-
plementation of  the Delhi ex-
cise policy, even as Northeast
Delhi BJP MP Manoj Tiwari
asked the AAP leader to name
the person who made these of-

fers from the party.
Sisodia, who along with Chief

Minister Arvind Kejriwal is on a
two-day visit to Gujarat to reach out
to voters ahead of  the assembly
polls scheduled for later this year,
also played the caste card.

“I have received a message from
the BJP -- Leave AAP and join BJP.
We will ensure that all cases by
CBI and ED against you are shut,”
he said. “My reply to BJP – I am a
descendant of  Maharana Pratap
and a Rajput. I am ready to get be-
headed but can never bow down be-
fore conspirators and corrupt peo-
ple. All the cases against me are
false. Do whatever you want to do,”
he said in a tweet in Hindi.

SUBARNAREKHA FLOOD GRIM, EVAC UNDERWAY
IMD bulletin forecasts heavy rain in northern Odisha districts today

SANITARY NAPKINS
AS FLOOD RELIEF

Amid flood threats in various areas of the
state, the Odisha government has asked

Collectors of 10 districts to distribute free
sanitary pads to girls and women in the
affected areas. Special Relief Commissioner
PK Jena has written to the district collectors
of Khurda, Puri, Cuttack, Kendrapara,
Jagatsinghpur, Nayagarh, Balasore, Bhadrak,
Keonjhar and Boudh asking them to distrib-
ute sanitary napkins free of cost to women
marooned in the flood. 

BJP offered Delhi CM post: Sisodia
500 Red backers surrender in Malkangiri
BHUBANESWAR: More than 500 Maoist supporters surrendered before the
Odisha Police in Swabhiman Anchal of Malkangiri district Monday, DGP SK
Bansal said. “After surrender of 295 Maoists supporters before the police
June 11 another 500 of Ralegada GP surrendered before the Malkangiri
Police & @BSF today. They were motivated by developmental works of the
Odisha government,” the DGP tweeted. They also expressed their
opposition towards the Maoist ideology by burning their dress and gave the
slogan ‘Maobadi (Maoist) Murdabad’, he said. P5

SHORT TAKES

A farmer leader delivers a speech to farmers assembled at the Jantar Mantar following a call to stage a protest to press for a legal guarantee for MSP and other demands, in New Delhi IANS PHOTO

MAHAPANCHAYAT

Five wagons of goods train derail in City
BHUBANESWAR: At least five wagons of a goods train derailed near
Bhubaneswar railway station at about 2035 hours affecting train service for
some time Monday evening, official sources said. However, there was no
report of any injury or death in the incident. While Hirakhand Express
remains stranded at home signal, the Rajdhani Express has been halted at
Mancheswar. Similarly, the JanShatabdi Express is stranded en-route before
Bhubaneswar and Junagarh Road Express yet to get a place at station. Puri-
Durg, Tapaswini, Puri-Gandhidham, Puri-Howrah trains are also halted.



New York: South actor Allu
Arjun Monday represented
India as the Grand Marshal
at the annual India Day pa-
rade in New York.

Taking to Instagram, the
Pushpa actor dropped some
videos on stories, which he
captioned, “Thank you it
was the honour being the
Grand Marshal at the India
Day parade in NYC.”

In the video, Allu donned
a white Jodhpuri suit along

with a tricoloured handker-
chief  while representing India’s

culture at its best.
Moreover, the actor’s love and

respect for the country was seen
when during the parade he addressed

the people and was seen saying “Ye
Bharat ka tiranga hai, kabhi jhukega

nahi,” having the Indian flag in his hand.
As India marks its 75th year of  Independence,

the Pan-ndia star is acknowledged with the coveted
title of  Grand Marshall in the parade which was also
shown on the LED Screens at Times Square. This is

one of  the proudest moments for India, as an Indian
actor represents the country globally. While he
marked his presence in this mega parade, his fans
trended him as #GrandMarshalAlluArjunAtNYC
on social media. AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actor Vijay Deverakonda has said
that he had a migraine for one whole day after
he was punched by boxing legend Mike
Tyson, who is making his acting debut in Hindi
films, during the rehearsal for Liger.

During an interview, Vijay and Ananya
Panday talked about their camaraderie with
Tyson.

Ananya recounted one of  the incidents
and said: “He only kept his arm on my shoul-
der and I was like, I swear I fell because his

hand was so heavy. I was scared ear-
lier, but he was very sweet. I

would like to believe that we
are friends.”

Talking about the incident when Tyson
punched him by mistake, Vijay said: “When
I reached the set, production team told me that
they couldn’t find shoes for Tyson sir as his
feet size is 14. I have a big feet as my size is
10. When he came to set and said hi, his wrist
size was also big.”

He added, “I was worried when I saw his
hands, his foot and his neck. When he punched
me by mistake during rehearsals, I had a
migraine for the whole day. I didn’t get
knocked out, but body wanted to fall down.”

Liger is all set to have a pan India release
on August 25. IANS

Mumbai: Rumour mills have
been abuzz with the hush-
hush alleged romance of
Shershaah lead acting pair -
Kiara Advani and Sidharth
Malhotra but, Kiara who re-
cently appeared on the Karan
Johar-hosted chat show Koffee
With Karan, spilled the beans
on the kind of  equation that
she shares with Sidharth.

In the eighth episode of
Season 7 of  his show, KJo en-
gaged in a chat with Kiara as
she openly admitted that she
and Sidharth are “more than
close friends.”

During the show, Karan
poked a question on marriage,
Kiara took the conversation
further, revealing that she be-
lieves in the institution
of  marriage. “I have
seen beautiful mar-
riages around me,
and I see that hap-

pen in my life too. But I will
not reveal when that is hap-
pening,” she said.

Considering the news is al-
most confirmed, Karan and
Shahid say they would dance
together to the song Dola re
Dola whenever the wed-
ding happens and con-
firm their invitation.

The new episode of
the weekly show
Koffee With Karan
Season 7 will be
available  to
stream on
Disney+
Hotstar,
Thursday,
August 25, at 12
midnight.

IANS

P2 ROBBER BLAMES KIM FOR 
JEWELLERY HEIST IN PARIS 

leisure
Yunis Abbas, one of the people who robbed Kim
Kardashian of around $10 million in jewellery in
a Paris hotel, blamed the star for the heist.
“Celebs who flaunt their wealth online should be
a little less showy towards people who can't
afford it,” he said.

Actor Johnny Depp will reportedly be making a
surprise appearance at the 2022 MTV Video
Music Awards (VMAs) next weekend. As per
report, Depp has been in talks with the show’s
production team to dress up as the network's
Moonman mascot.
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AQUARIUS
Academically, you have per-
formed exceptionally well,
and Ganesha congratulates
you for that. You will inspire and motivate
a number of people, and may create a fan
following, too. This, however, doesn't
mean that you throw your weight around.

PISCES
Those who work hard to
move towards their goals will
do well today. It is a good day
for business. You will be able to do a lot of
new things in your job-business today.
With Ganesha's blessings you will definite-
ly succeed, but you need to work hard
without getting disappointed.

SAGITTARIUS
Get ready to rule hearts
today. Your thoughtful
insights into other people's
psyche might just help you write a book
on it! In the battleground of love, you will
win over your sweetheart all over again,
probably with a nice, slow dance coupled
with a fantastic candlelit dinner.

LIBRA
Ganesha says the inner
artist in you will come to the
surface today and you will
showcase your imagination powers too.
You will be able to focus on topics of
interest today. Those of you in the field of
interest will find themselves moving
ahead. There may be signing of beneficial
legal deals today for you. 

SCORPIO
You can be fondly called as
'the perfectionist' today.
Right from being punctual
to following a systematic method for your
work, you do it all. All in all, you set an
ideal example for the people around you,
says Ganesha.

LEO
You will seek the opinion of
others in a lot of matters
today. You need to patiently
listen to others and keep your lips sealed
during the course of conversations today.
Your self-confidence may take a beating
today, hence do not take any important
decisions. It is time for a major change in
your work or field of work, says Ganesha.

VIRGO
Professionalism will be
overshadowed by personal
preoccupations. Drill your
way out of problems today by meeting
them head-on. Don't get stuck up on the
emotional front, especially in the evening,
cautions Ganesha.

GEMINI
Your mind will be uneasy
and anxious due to some
reason today. You will be
unable to express your anxieties. You
will be able to secure the love of your
partner by sharing your feelings. You
need to let go of the past and strive to
keep on moving forward with confi-
dence, says Ganesha.

CANCER
A restless or irritating mood
is indicated. Keep you cool
and be calm even in adverse
circumstances, suggests Ganesha. If you
do so, you will always succeed in life. It is
difficult to wriggle out of adversity, if you
have hot temper.

ARIES
You are an imaginative and
enterprising person, and
today you may taste suc-
cess. Ganesha says that you are ambi-
tious but warns you not to take on more
work than you can handle. You are posi-
tive about your capabilities, so work sin-
cerely and have faith in God.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
There is every possibility
that you will enjoy a good
rapport with people around
you, predicts Ganesha. You will think with
your stomach today, craving for delica-
cies. Such a feeling might be because of
repressed hunger. Something refreshing-
ly different might be on the cards today,
says Ganesha.

CAPRICORN
It has become difficult for
you to bear the heavy
weight of responsibilities on
your shoulders. But, be prepared for
some more; the weight is about to get
heavier as more responsibilities are going
to be added. You will no longer enjoy the
work, and it will bring down your efficien-
cy level to an extent, feels Ganesha. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

DEPP SET TO APPEAR 
AT 2022 MTV VMAS

Kiara spills beans on her
equation with Sidharth

Mumbai :  Parineeti
Chopra is over the moon
that three of  her films
S a n d e e p  Au r  P i n k y
Faraar (SAPF), The Girl
On The Train and Saina
have become award sea-
son favourites! The ac-
claim and the accolades
that Parineeti has got
since then has been in-
credible and now these
three films have col-
lectively scored 16 nom-

inations at Filmfare
Awards,  10  out  of

them won by SAPF,
including the pres-

t i g i o u s  B e s t
Actress nomina-

tion. 

About her recent run of  form,
Parineeti says, “It’s hugely vali-
dating for me to taste success in this
period where everything is in flux and
we are recalibrating ourselves. With
the pandemic, the taste and prefer-
ence of  audience has changed across
the board. They want to only engage
with exceptional content and I’m so
happy that they have appreciated my
films.”

She adds, “It tells me that I need
to focus on picking projects that
speak to my heart and constantly
keep the audience at mind be-
cause people want to see clut-
ter-breaking films. I will con-
t inue to  hunt  for  the
scripts and roles that I
c a n  t a ke  o n  t o  
disrupt.”
AGENCIES

Tyson’s punch gave Vijay 
a ‘migraine for whole day’

Parineeti 
to hunt for 

clutter-breaking films
INDIA DAY PARADE

Allu represents country
as Grand Marshal in NYC



POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 22: The
family members of  a 24-year-old soft-
ware engineer, who recently com-
mitted suicide by hanging herself
in an apartment here, have lodged
a complaint with Chandrasekharpur
police accusing her boyfriend of
abetting the suicide. 

Based on the complaint, the po-
lice registered a case under Section
306 of  the IPC and started an in-
vestigation into the matter. 

The deceased identified as Sweta
Utkal Kumari was a resident of
Bhadrak district. She had been
working at a reputed IT firm in
Infocity area since 2018.  

It was alleged in the complaint
that Soumyajit Mahapatra, the
male colleague of  Sweta, fell in an
unrequited love with the deceased.

Sweta had initially rejected his
proposal, but she started recipro-
cating later. Soon, she got into a live-
in relationship with Soumyajit. 

Meanwhile, Soumyajit allegedly
managed to capture some obscene
pictures and intimate videos. He
later left the job and took admission

in management institution to pur-
sue MBA. As per the complaint,
Soumyajit used to take money from
Sweta after he left his job.

When Sweta’s family members
came to know about their rela-
tionship, they talked to the family
of  Soumyajit about the couple’s

marriage. Sweta’s father accused
Soumyajit’s family of  demanding
`30 lakh as dowry. 

Soumyajit allegedly blackmailed
Sweta threatening to make viral her
intimate photos and videos on so-
cial media, alleged her father.
Soumyajit was allegedly tortur-
ing Sweta through various means
since 2020. When the torture be-
came unbearable, Sweta ended her
life in her rental accommodation
at Green Apartment in Sailashree
Vihar area late Friday night, her
family members said.

Meanwhile, an audio recording
purportedly the last conversation
between Sweta and Soumyajit, has
gone viral. Sweta was reportedly
heard pleading with the accused not
to snap the relationship. She also
allegedly threatened Soumyajit to
file police complaint against him.
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FIGHTING DENGUE

Several outfits took out an
awareness rally on dengue
at Bhagatpur in Cuttack,
Monday  

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 60,12,36,923  57,57,05,928 64,72,637  

India 4,43,48,960  4,37,23,944  5,27,368  

Odisha 13,25,264   13,13,679  9,164

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

T he risk of  myocarditis (in-
flammation of  the heart
muscle) in unvaccinated in-

dividuals post Covid infection was
at least 11 times higher as com-
pared to people who developed the
heart condition after receiving a vac-
cine or booster dose, a detailed
analysis of  nearly 43 million peo-
ple, aged 13 and older, has revealed.

Several previous studies and re-
ports from public health agencies,
including the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC),
have highlighted a possible con-
nection and potentially increased
risk of  myocarditis after receiv-
ing an mRNA Covid-19 vaccine,
generating considerable scientific,
policy and public interest.

“We found that the entire Covid-
19-vaccinated population of  England
during an important 12-month pe-
riod of  the pandemic when the
vaccines first became available,
the risk of  myocarditis following
vaccination was quite small as
compared to the risk of  myocarditis
after infection,” said Martina
Patone, a statistician at the

University of  Oxford.
“This analysis provides impor-

tant information that may help
guide public health vaccine cam-
paigns, particularly since Covid-19
vaccination has expanded in many
parts of  the world to include chil-
dren as young as 6 months old,”
Patone said in the study published
in the American Heart Association’s
peer-reviewed journal Circulation.

In this study, Patone and col-
leagues evaluated database of  Covid-
19 vaccinations for all people aged
13 or older who had received at

least one dose of  the University of
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, the
Pfizer-BioNTech or the Moderna
vaccine between December 1, 2020
and December 15, 2021.

This dataset totaled nearly 43
million people, which included
more than 21 million who had re-
ceived a booster dose of  any of  the
Covid-19 vaccines.

Nearly 6 million people tested pos-
itive for Covid-19 infection either
before or after Covid-19 vaccination
during the study period.

The database records were then

cross-referenced and matched to the
national offices with data on Covid
infection, hospital admission and
death certificates for the same time
period.

The analysis found that less than
3,000 people were hospitalised or
died with myocarditis during the
one-year study period.

People who were infected with
Covid-19 before receiving any doses
of  the vaccines were 11 times more
at risk for developing myocardi-

tis during days 1-28 after a Covid-
19 positive test, the findings showed.

“It is important for the public
to understand that myocarditis
is rare, and the risk of  developing
myocarditis after a Covid-19 vac-
cine is also rare. This risk should
be balanced against the benefits
of  the vaccines in preventing se-
vere infection,” said Professor
Nicholas Mills, the Butler British
Hear t  Foundation Chair of
Cardiology at the University of
Edinburgh and a co-author of  the
paper. 

It is also crucial to understand
who is at a higher risk for my-
ocarditis and which vaccine type
is associated with increased my-
ocarditis risk, Mills added.

The SARS-CoV-2 virus continues
to shift, and more contagious vari-
ants arise.

“Our hope is that this data may
enable a more well-informed dis-
cussion on the risk of  vaccine-as-
sociated myocarditis when con-
sidered in contrast to the net
benefits of  vaccination,” said co-
author Julia Hippisley-Cox. IANS

Heart inflammation 11X higher among unvaccinated: Study
COVID BLUES

NEARLY 6 MILLION PEOPLE 
TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19
INFECTION EITHER BEFORE OR
AFTER COVID-19 VACCINATION

DURING THE STUDY PERIOD

THE ANALYSIS FOUND THAT LESS
THAN 3,000 PEOPLE WERE

HOSPITALISED OR DIED WITH
MYOCARDITIS DURING THE 
ONE-YEAR STUDY PERIOD

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 22: In def-
erence to a direction from Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik, Secretary
to CM (5T) VK Pandian Monday
visited the new BMC building at
Satya Nagar by Deloitte and O-Hub
building by IBM in Infocity to re-
view the progress of  the projects and
ensure their timely completion.

The opening of  these develop-
ment centres by such big multi-na-
tional corporations (MNCs) in
Bhubaneswar will create huge job op-
portunities for the youths. Both the

MNCs are setting their foot in Odisha
for the first time and both the centres
are targeted to be operationalised
by mid-October 2022.

He also directed early commis-
sioning of  the Bhubaneswar smart
city command and control centre
and expressed his satisfaction about
the work in progress.

Pandian laid emphasis on cre-
ation of  quality common use fa-
cilities like meeting halls, canteen
and parking lots and overall eco-sys-
tem in both the new buildings.

The second tower of  O-Hub work
has been prioritised. It’s now planned

to have incubation centres, co-work-
ing spaces along with office spaces
for the startups which will gradu-
ate into regular companies.

While inspecting Infocity area,
the 5T Secretary has also suggested
for a multilevel parking to be
planned inside Infocity to address
the growing parking needs of  the
IT companies.

During the visit, Pandian was ac-
companied by Industries secre-
tary Hemant Sharma, IT secretary
Manoj Mishra, Bhubaneswar Smart
City Limited (BSCL) chairman
Sanjay Singh, BMC Commissioner
Vijay Amruta Kulange and Idco
managing director Bhupinder
Singh Poonia, along with other
senior officers of  respective 
departments.

Complete IT towers in 
City by Oct: 5T Secy

DEFT HANDS

An artisan giving brushstrokes to an earthen idol of Lord Ganesh at Kumbhar Sahi in Cuttack, Monday OP PHOTO

The opening of these twin centres 
by such big MNCs in Bhubaneswar will

create huge job opportunities 
for the youths

Pandian laid emphasis on creation of
quality common use facilities like meet-
ing halls, canteen and parking lots and 

overall eco-system in 
both the buildings

Special trains for 
RRB examination
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 22:Keeping
in view the demands from the
Railway Recruitment Board (RRB)
examinees, the East Coast Railway
(ECoR) Monday decided to run spe-
cial trains for their convenience.

As per ECoR sources, 08046/08045
Hatia-Cuttack-Hatia Examination
Special from Hatia will leave at
16:50 hrs (4:50pm) August 22 and 24,
2022 towards Cuttack. In return
direction, this train will leave
Cuttack at 21:40 hrs (9:40pm) August

23 and 25, 2022 having stoppages at
Rourkela, Jharsuguda, Sambalpur
City, Angul & Dhenkanal between
Hatia and Cuttack from both the di-
rections.

This train has two AC-3 Tier,
four Sleeper Class, three Second
Class Chair Car, five Second Class
Seating and two Guard-cum-
Luggage Vans in its composition.

More number of  special trains
have been planned to run for RRB
Examination candidates across
the country for appearing com-
puter based test (CBT) being sched-
uled in different cities. 

Earlier, keeping in view the de-
mands from passengers, ECoR has
decided to provide stoppage for
three pairs of  trains at Nuapada
Road Station on an experimental
basis for a period of  six months. 

They are: Puri-Ahmedabad-Puri
Express, Korba-Visakhapatnam-
Korba Express and Bilaspur-
Tirupati-Bilaspur Express.

Boyfriend abetted suicide: Sweta’s kin 
SWETA UTKAL KUMARI,

A RESIDENT OF
BHADRAK DISTRICT,

COMMITTED SUICIDE
BY HANGING HERSELF
AT GREEN APARTMENT
IN SAILASHREE VIHAR

THE LADY TECHIE’S
FATHER ACCUSED

SOUMYAJIT’S FAMILY
OF DEMANDING `30

LAKH IN DOWRY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 22:
Vigilance sleuths Monday arrested
tax collector-cum-ward officer of
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) and his assis-
tant for receiving bribe of  `15,000
from a person to reduce the hold-
ing tax on the latter’s house. 

The accused were identified as
Hemanta Kumar Sahoo, the tax
collector and Jogendra Pradhan, re-
tired tax collector and assistant of
the former. Sahoo works at ward of-
fice-23, Khandagiri Bari Community
Centre. Pradhan also used to visit
the office after retirement. Vigilance
sources claimed that when the
complainant, Sanjay Kumar Sahoo
of  Ghatikia area, contacted the ac-

cused persons to slash his holding
tax, they demanded `15,000 bribe
for the purpose. 

An aggrieved Sanjay later lodged
a complaint with the Vigilance in
this regard. Based on the com-
plaint, Vigilance officials Saturday
registered a case (26/22) and laid a
trap to arrest the duo.

“Following the trap, simultane-
ous searches were launched on the
house of  Sahoo at Soubhagya Nagar
in Baramunda area and office room
at Khandagiri Bari Community
Centre, Bhubaneswar. Both the ac-
cused Sri Hemanta Kumar Sahoo,
Tax Collector/Ward Officer and Sri
Jogendra Pradhan, Ex-Tax Collector
(Retired) have been arrested and
are being forwarded to the Court,”
said a Vigilance official. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 22: In a
move to enhance livelihood activi-
ties through forestry, the state gov-
ernment Monday approved annual
plans of  operation (APO) of  ̀ 132.01
crore for the financial year 2022-
23.

The High Power Committee of
Odisha Forestry Sector Development
Society (OFSDS) led by Chief
Secretary Suresh Chandra
Mahapatra has approved the an-
nual plan.

The committee has approved the
APO of  `132.01 crore for OFSDP
Phase-II, and `58.24 crore for Ama
Jangal Yojana (AJY). Besides, ̀ 43.43
crore financial outlay was made
from OMBADC for livelihood ac-
tivities, officials said.

Mahapatra directed the officials
to intensify livelihood activities for
making those sustainable even after
end of  the project period.

The Chief  Secretary directed dif-
ferent departments to prop up con-
vergence of  resources with OFSDS
proactively for boosting sustain-
able livelihood programs in forest
fringe villages.

“People living in these villages are
mostly poor, and they need to be
assisted through income genera-
tion activities (IGA). Such activities
also add to conservation and growth
of  forest,” he said. 

Mahapatra also directed to ensure
survival of  the seedlings with close
supervision, and replace deceased
plants after resolving the cause of
casualty. It was decided to implement
local specific IGAs through VSS

and women self-help groups (SHGs).
The main activities under OFSDP

included entry point activities, sus-
tainable forest management, bio-
diversity management, livelihood
promotion, capacity building of
VSS and SHGs, support activities,

assisted natural plant regeneration
and block plantation, construction
of  soil moisture conservation meas-
ures, forest protection, fire guard-
ing, construction of  IGA Centre,
community mobilisation, product
mapping of  different VSSs, for-

mulation of  VSS-wise livelihood
plan and skill training.

Project director Meeta Biswal
appraised that OFSDP is being im-
plemented in 12 forest divisions
and two wildlife divisions across
10 districts. A total number of  1,211
VSSs are actively involved in con-
servation, growth and promotional
activities. Perspective 10-year micro
plans for all VSSs were also pre-
pared by them.

Around 56,031 hectares of  forest
land were developed through them.
Soil moisture conservation measures
over 2,250 hectares, fire lines across
1,710 km and forest boundaries
across 1,900 km were constructed,
and being maintained through re-
spective VSSs. 

Six hi-tech nurseries with pro-
vision of  raising 4.40 lakh quality

seedlings were also established and
being run through them.

A total of  4,118 hectares were
covered under farm forestry with
29 lakh seedlings for providing re-
munerative income to members of
777 VSSs. The balance VSSs would
be covered in phases.

Construction of  multi product
clusters for aggregation and value
addition of  minor forest produce and
agri products were in process. Sal
leaf  clusters in three project divi-
sions namely, Karanjia, Baripada and
Rairangpur were made operational,
sources said. Under AJY, altogether
4,601 VSSs and 14,263 women SHGs
across 22 territorial divisions were
involved in forest conservation and
associated livelihood activities with
an investment of  around `545.65
crore by end of  July 2022.

`132cr livelihood promotion plan through forestry gets nod

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, August 22: A four-day
long tribal art exhibition, organised
by Odisha Lalit Kala Akademi,
commenced at India Habitats Centre
in New Delhi, Monday.

The exhibition, which will con-
tinue till August 26, will showcase
the rich aesthetic sense of  ethnic
tribe arts drawn by 40 tribal artists
from several districts of  Odisha. As
many as 40 paintings are being ex-
hibited at the centre to promote
tribal art of  Odisha. 

The exhibition was inaugurated
by Additional Chief  Secretary of
Odia Language, Literature &
Culture department Madhusudan
Padhi and attended by interna-
tional Sand Artist Sudarsan
Pattnaik (Padma Shri Awardee)
and Odisha Lalit Kala Akademi
president and artist Gajendra
Prasad Sahu.

Following the inauguration,
Padhi appreciated the steps taken
by the Akademi to promote tribal

art and said that it will provide a
big opportunity to tribal artists to
interact with artists and art lovers
from the country and abroad.

Inter national Sand Artist
Sudarsan Pattnaik said that to fos-
ter the tradition of  tribal art and
its cultural heritage, the Odisha
Lalit Kala Akademi had organised
an Odishan tribal artist camp and
painting exhibition at Bangalore
in July. This was for the first time
an exhibition was organised out of
Odisha, he said.

TRIBAL ART EXHIBITION
KICKS OFF IN NEW DELHI

BMC tax collector, aide
held for receiving bribe 
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RAZING DOWN

A bulldozer deployed by BDA razes illegal structures in Ghatikia area of Bhubaneswar, Monday OP PHOTO

W e often think of  astron-
omy as a visual science
with beautiful images of

the universe. However, astronomers
use a wide range of  analysis tools
beyond images to understand na-
ture at a deeper level.

Data sonification is the process
of  converting data into sound. It has
powerful applications in research,
education and outreach, and also
enables blind and visually impaired
communities to understand plots,
images and other data.

Its use as a tool in science is still
in its early stages – but astronomy
groups are leading the way.

In a paper published in Nature
Astronomy, scientists discuss the
current state of  data sonification
in astronomy and other fields, pro-
vide an overview of  100 sound-
based projects and explore its fu-
ture directions.

Imagine this scene: you're at a
crowded party that's quite noisy. You
don't know anyone and they're all
speaking a language you can't un-
derstand – not good. Then you hear
bits of  a conversation in a far cor-
ner in your language. You focus

on it and head over to introduce
yourself.

While you may have never ex-
perienced such a party, the thought
of  hearing a recognisable voice or
language in a noisy room is fa-
miliar. The ability of  the human ear
and brain to filter out undesired
sounds and retrieve desired sounds
is called the “cocktail party effect”.

Similarly, science is always push-
ing the boundaries of  what can be
detected, which often requires ex-
tracting very faint signals from
noisy data. In astronomy we often
push to find the faintest, farthest
or most fleeting of  signals. Data soni-
fication helps us to push these
boundaries further.

Fast radio bursts are millisecond

bursts of  radio emission that can
be detected halfway across the uni-
verse. We don't yet know what
causes them. Detecting them in
other wavelengths is the key to un-
derstanding their nature.

When we explore the universe
with telescopes, we find it's full of
cataclysmic explosions including
the supernova deaths of  stars,
mergers of  black holes and neutron
stars that create gravitational
waves, and fast radio bursts.

These events allow us to under-
stand extreme physics at the highest-
known energies and densities. They
help us to measure the expansion
rate of  the universe and how much
matter it contains, and to determine
where and how the elements were cre-

ated, among other things.
However, the majority of  these

events are faint bursts, and com-
puters are only so good at finding
them. A computer can pick out a
faint burst if  it's given a template
of  the “desired” signal. But if  sig-
nals depart from this expected be-
haviour, they become lost.

And it's often these very events
that are the most interesting and
yield the biggest insight into the na-
ture of  the universe. Using data
sonification to verify these signals
and identify outliers can be powerful.

Data sonification is useful for
interpreting science because hu-

mans interpret audio information
faster than visual information.
Also, the ear can discern more
pitch levels than the eye can discern
levels of  colour (and over a wider
range). Plotting data in ten or more
dimensions simultaneously is too
complex, and interpreting it is too
confusing. However, the same data
can be comprehended much more
easily through sonification.

As it turns out, the human ear
can tell the difference between the
sound of  a trumpet and flute im-
mediately, even if  they play the
same note (frequency) at the same
loudness and duration.

Why? Because each sound in-
cludes higher-order harmonics
that help determine the sound qual-
ity, or timbre. The different strengths
of  the higher-order harmonics en-
able the listener to quickly identify
the instrument.

Now imagine placing informa-
tion – different properties of  data
– as different strengths of  higher-
order harmonics. Each object stud-
ied would have a unique tone, or be-
long to a class of  tones, depending
on its overall properties. PTI

Data sonification is the 
process of converting data into sound.

It has powerful applications in research,
education and outreach, and also

enables blind and visually impaired
communities to understand plots,

images and other data

Plotting data in ten or more dimensions
simultaneously is too complex, and

interpreting it is too confusing.
However, the same data can be 

comprehended much more easily
through sonification

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 22:  The
state Food Supplies and Consumer
Welfare Department has directed
all the Collectors of  the state to
check the prices of  essential com-
modities as the flood situation per-
sists. They have also been directed
to keep a close eye on the arrival
of  such commodities and their
availability in the market, at a rea-
sonable price. 

Vir Vikram Yadav, secretary of
Food Supplies and Consumer
Welfare Department, said that due
to the floods the prices of  essential
commodities may go up as there will
be disruption in communication
and in arrival of  such commodities
in the state. That may lead to a gap
between the demand and supply of
the essential commodities. Taking
advantage of  such situation, the un-
scrupulous traders may resort to
hoarding and creating artificial

scarcity in the market.
In order to check hoarding and

control the rise in prices of  es-
sential commodities, the Collectors
have been requested to actively
monitor the flow of  essential goods
and their availability in their own
jurisdictions. If  required, they
have also been asked to take ac-
tion against the hoarders and un-
scrupulous traders under the pro-
visions of  the E.C Act., 1955.

Action taken in the matter may
be intimated to this Department for
information of  the Government.

Check prices of essential 
commodities: FS&CW Secy

In order to check 
hoarding and control the
rise in prices of essential
commodities, the
Collectors have been
requested to actively
monitor the flow of
essential goods in their
own jurisdictions

Subarnarekha flood...
Continued from P1

“Nearly 156 villages in 83 gram
panchayats in Balasore district
have been hit by the flood. The ad-
ministration has evacuated 40,000
people by Monday noon, and they
are housed in 227 temporary shel-
ters. The process is still under-
way,” Balasore District Collector
Dattatraya Bhausaheb Shinde said.

On Sunday, Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik delegated the pow-
ers of  a special relief  commis-
sioner to the collector of  Balasore
district so that the local adminis-
tration could be more effective. A
helicopter was also placed at his dis-
posal to deal with any emergency.

An IMD bulletin has forecast
heavy rain in northern Odisha dis-
tricts Tuesday. Odisha is already
reeling under the impact of  mod-
erate flood in the Mahanadi river
system, following incessant rain-
fall, which has affected over eight
lakh people. Nearly five lakh are still
marooned in 763 villages, accord-
ing to government estimates.

Moms and the married...
Continued from P1

“A few people are against these
changes because they always
wanted to see a single beautiful
woman who is available for a re-
lationship. They always wanted to
see a woman that, from the out-
side, looks so perfect that she’s al-
most unreachable,” she added.

The Miss Universe pageant is
broadcast in over 160 territories
and countries around the world.
Harnaaz Sandhu of  India was
crowned Miss Universe 2021.
Hailing from Punjab, she repre-
sented India at the 70th Miss
Universe 2021 pageant, which was
held in Eilat, Israel. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 22: With
only a few months left for the
Hockey Men’s World Cup, 2023, the
state government is moving into top
gear to set global benchmarks by
successfully hosting the mega sport-
ing event.

The state is going to host the
event for the second time in a row
after its massive success in Hockey
Men’s World Cup of  2018. The Asian
Athletics Championship in 2017
was also a resounding success.

To ensure that the marquee event
is even bigger and better than its
previous edition, the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO) held a
meeting here Monday.

Chief  Secretary Suresh Chandra
Mahapatra emphasised on the chal-
lenges of  the event as it will be
held in two cities at the same time.
But, he added, the state adminis-
tration is confident of  ensuring a
smooth, successful and memorable
world cup for players, officials,
fans and spectators.

“We are eagerly looking forward
to welcoming the top teams of  the
world.  There are certain areas
that need special attention and we
will be reviewing the development
periodically,” he stressed.

Different government depart-
ments have worked seamlessly and
efficiently and executed an ex-
ceptional event in 2018 that made
a global impact on Odisha’s image,
and the same has been asked of
them for this edition.

In fact, the state is hoping to bet-
ter the last by adding new aspects
to draw in more crowds, engage
fans and also positively impress
the visiting tourists, the Chief
Secretary added.

Private Secretary to Chief
Minister (5T), VK Pandiyan said
that it is a matter of  great pride that
Odisha has got the opportunity to
host the consecutive edition of  the
Men’ Hockey World Cup that too at

two different venues.
“This has never happened be-

fore and we should be extremely
proud of  this. Odisha has set a
benchmark in hosting interna-
tional events,” he said.

Pandian further said that the
Chief  Minister has directed to use
this world cup as an opportunity
to showcase not only Odisha’s ca-
pability as a remarkable host but
also the art, culture and heritage
of  the state.

He encouraged all department
heads to come together and en-
sure players and fans have a mem-
orable experience and return as
brand ambassadors.

Sports secretary, R. Vineel
Krishna said that the construction
of  the infrastructure and facili-
ties in co-host city, Rourkela, is
going on in full swing and the de-
velopment is being monitored
closely and will be ready in the
coming months.

State gears up for Hockey
Men’s World Cup, 2023

Check caste-based atrocities: Athawale

JSP wins National CSR
Award 2020 in 2 categories
POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, August 22:Jindal Steel
& Power (JSP) has been selected
for the prestigious National CSR
Award 2020 in two categories by
the Ministry of  Corporate Affairs,
Government of  India.

As per an announcement, Jindal
Steel & Power, led by Naveen Jindal,
has been declared as the winner in
the category of  'CSR in Aspirational
Districts / Difficult Terrains' (Eastern
India) and 'Contribution in National
Priority Areas'.  JSP has been se-
lected for this coveted award after a
rigorous three-stage selection process
initiated by the Ministry based on its
prescribed systems of  nominations
by various Ministries, state govern-
ment, three eminent professional in-
stitutes in India and Industry & Trade

Chambers. Chairman, JSP, Naveen
Jindal said, "We have been imple-
menting multidimensional social
development programmes under
our CSR to improve the quality of  life
of  the community sustainably in
the geography of  our operational lo-
cations and beyond. The National
CSR Award by the Ministry of
Corporate Affair to JSP under two
categories is indeed a recognition of
our philosophy of  passion for peo-
ple. For us, it is always people first".

Expressing her gratitude to the
government of  India for recogniz-
ing Jindal Steel & Power with the
National CSR Award, Shallu Jindal,
Chairperson of  JSP Foundation
said, "We are humbled and encour-
aged that the Government of  India
has awarded us the highest recog-
nition for our CSR programmes

Turning data into sound could help astronomy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, August 22: Union
Minister Ramdas Athawale Monday
urged the state government to take
steps to check atrocities on Dalits
and tribals in the state.

Addressing a press meet here, the
Union minister of  state for Social
Justice and Empowerment noted
that Odisha recorded 2,828 cases of
crime against people belonging to
Scheduled Castes (SCs) or the
Scheduled Tribes (STs) in 2020-21.

The year before, the figure stood
at 2,768, he said adding that the
Center and the state need to work
in coordination to stop the cases of
atrocities. 

“I appeal to the Odisha govern-
ment to take steps to check atroc-
ities on SC/ST people,” Athawale,
who reviewed the implementation
of  Social Justice Ministry's schemes
in the state during a meeting with
government officials, said at the
press meet.

The minister underlined that
there is a need to encourage inter-
caste marriages to unite the soci-
ety and end discriminations.

The state reported 2,428 inter-
caste marriages in 2021-22 as against
1,847 in the previous fiscal.

He suggested that the adminis-
tration could come up with a job
scheme to encourage inter-caste
marriages.

Chief Secretary Suresh Chandra
Mahapatra emphasised on the

challenges of the event as it will
be held in two cities at the 

same time

Private Secretary to Chief
Minister (5T), VK Pandiyan said
that it is a matter of great pride

that Odisha has got the
opportunity to host the

consecutive edition of the Men’
Hockey World Cup

By an affidavit before
Notary Public,
Bhubaneswar, I have
changed my surname
from Annada Mohapatra
to Annada Dixit for all
purposes.

By virtue of  an affidavit
before Notary
Public,Kantabanji bearing
No. 1202 dtd.22/8/2022, I,
Mayank Agrawal S/o
Manoj Kumar Agrawal of
Purani Basti, Kantabanji,
PO/P.S.Kantabanji,
Dist.Balangir, Odisha
hereby declare that my old
name was Mayank Mittal
but from today I will be
known as  Mayank
Agrawal S/o Manoj
Kumar Agrawal in all
official and non official
purposes.                    

Mayank Agrawal

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

Naveen writes...
Continued from P1

In order to ensure timely pay-
ment of  wages, whenever there is
a delay in receipt of  funds from
the Government of  India towards
the payment of  wage liabilities,
the state government has created
the Revolving Fund for payment of
wages to the job card holders
within the stipulated time as a
contingent measure.

For this, the state government
has also made a budgetary allo-
cation of  Rs 1,000 crore for the fi-
n a n c i a l  ye a r  2 0 2 2 - 2 3 .  T h e
Revolving Fund is to be recouped
after receipt of  the fund in this re-
gard from the Centre. However,
there is no provision for the re-
coupment of  the fund in the
NREGASoft, the software of  the
scheme.  

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  Ru r a l
Development has been requested
earlier for addition of  a default
provision in NREGASoft for
drawal, utilisation & recoupment
of  budgetary allocation towards
state's Revolving Fund to prevent
delay in payment of  wages.
However, the ministry is yet to
take any action on the aforesaid
proposals of  the state, he added.

1 gets life term 
for killing wife
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 22: The
court of  Additional Sessions Judge,
Khurda here Monday sentenced a
man to life imprisonment after
finding him guilty of  killing his wife
at his Damduma Housing Board
Colony residence in Khandagiri
area in 2016. The court also slapped
a fine of  Rs 50,000 on him and six
month additional jail term in case
of  defaulting on payment.

The convict identified as
Rajendra Singh alias Babu, 55, had
married the victim, Sasmita Singh,
around19 years ago. He would often
beat his wife on different pretexts. 

On December  31, 2016, Rajendra
engaged in a heated argument with
his wife over some money related
issues. Soon, the argument turned
violent and Rajendra hit Sasmita
on his head and strangled her. The
convict also made telephonic call
to the complainant, cousin brother
of  the victim, and told him to have
murdered his sister. Later, the com-
plainant, along with the family
members of  Sasmita, reached the
house of  Rajendra. Meanwhile,
police also rushed to the spot, re-
covered the body and arrested
Rajendra.

“After completion of  trial, the
judgment was pronounced in the
open court and the accused was
found guilty u/s 302 IPC. Today
i.e. 22.08.2022 hearing on question
of  sentence, accused was sentenced
to Life imprisonment and fine of
Rs.50,000/- was imposed and in de-
fault he has to undergo RI for fur-
ther six months”, said the  com-
missionerate police.
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Tribals display their traditional bows and arrows and play musical instruments  during a demonstration organised by Paschim Odisha Adivasi Mahasangha
outside the RDC office in Sambalpur, Monday  OP PHOTO

TRIBAL

MIG
HT 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paradip, August 22: With the Odisha
government taking up a host of  measures
under ‘Mission Shakti’ programme to
push women empowerment, a total of  362
women of  three SHGs in Kujang block of
Jagatsinghpur district have made them-
selves self-sufficient through mushroom
and vegetable farming. 

Mushroom and seasonal vegetable farm-
ing have opened up new avenues of  liveli-
hood for them. These women have now
become economically independent through
this project.  

In fact, 30 women of  three SHGs, who have
for med the ‘Dayanidhi Mushroom
Producers Group’, have turned into small
entrepreneurs. By managing the finances
of  their respective families, they have be-
come a role model for others.  

Apart from household chores, they utilise
two hours for mushroom and vegetable

farming every day. 
Traders from Paradip and Kujang buy the

produce from their doorsteps. They earn
`12,000 to ̀ 15,000 each on a monthly basis, said
Swarnalata Swain, the president of  Dayanidhi
Mushroom Producers Group. 

They started mushroom farming in 2019.
Master trainer of  mushroom farming,
Mounabati Swain said that PPL extended
financial support for this initiative , apart
from providing training and tools. They have
now adopted organic ways of  cultivating
bitter gourd, cucumber, ridge gourd, okra,
brinjal, snake gourd and pumpkins on a
patch of  land. Mushroom cultivation in-
volves fabrication of  sheds with very little
need for land.

SHG members have laid over 100 beds. The
process of  mushroom farming involves
compost preparation, spawn-run, casing
and harvesting. The mushroom sheds of  sev-
eral layers are made up of  wood. Compost
is used as a substrate for growing white but-
ton mushrooms, while straw is used as a base
material for mushroom farming.

“Around 500gm to 1 kg of  mushroom is
collected from each bed every day. We spend
`70 for one bed of  mushroom. We sell a
kilogram of  mushroom for ̀ 130,” they said. 

Some of  these women have now been cho-
sen as master trainers to guide the SHGs
on mushroom farming. This has been
done so that utility of  mushroom farming
can be spread to other areas also.  

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

Mushroom farming
turns profitable for
women of Kujang

POST NEWS NETWORK

Malkangiri, August 22: A total of
180 Maoist cadres and over 500
sympathisers of  the Red rebels
surrendered Monday before secu-
rity forces at a special public re-
lations programme held at the BSF
camp in Gurupriya at Swabhiman
Anchal of  this district. Those who
surrendered burnt effigies of  var-
ious Maoist leaders and pledged
their allegiance to the Odisha gov-
ernment in the presence of  BSF DIG
Shailendra Kumar Sinha and
Malkangiri SP Nitesh Wadhwani. 

The ultras said they have sur-
rendered because they want to re-
turn to the mainstream. They also
expressed satisfaction on the de-
velopment works being imple-
mented by the Odisha government.

They also
took an oath
in this regard.
Several mate-
rials like clothes
and sports goods
were distributed to all
those present on the occasion.

Sources said people in the area
were once finding it difficult to lead
a normal life which was once a safe
haven for the Maoist. The order of  the
ultras was the norm.  Maoists used
to kill people dubbing them ‘police
informers’ if  anyone opposed them.
They also prevented the people
from raising the Tricolour on
Independence Day and Republic Day. 

However, things started chang-
ing for the better after the con-
struction of  Gurupriya bridge.
Various developmental works un-

dertaken by the Odisha govern-
ment and the establishment of  a
BSF camp also boosted the confi-
dence of  people living in the area.

The success in getting so many
people surrender at one go has
been achieved due to the joint op-
eration by the district adminis-
tration, Odisha Police, BSF, the
district voluntary force and per-
sonnel of  the Special Operation
Groups, the DIG and SP said. 

The ultras who surrendered also
expressed their opposi-

tion towards the
Maoist ideology

by bur ning
their dresses

while giving
like
‘Maobadi
(Maoist)
Murdabad’,
said an of-

ficial.
The militia

includes both
men and women

who hail from Dabal
Pa h a d ,  R a l e g a d a ,

Chintalduli, Korrapalli, Tekpadar,
Palankrayi, Tatipahad, Eskapalli,
S a r u k ab a n d h a ,  D u r g a m ,
Banajholi, Chikatpalli, Jajpalli,
Gajalmamidi and  Sitapalli vil-
lages in Ralegada gram panchayat
locality under the jurisdiction
of  Papermetla police station

Commandant Binod Soren of  88
BSF Battalion, SDPO Anshuman
Dwivedi, police official Lakshmi
Narayan Muduli and Jodamba IIC
Chandrakant Tandi were present
on the occasion.        

680 Maoists, sympathisers 
surrender in Malkangiri dist   

Maoist members who surrendered; (Inset): 
Effigies of Maoist leaders being burnt  
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Barbil, August 22:Officials of  the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) raided
Monday the office of  the Thakurani
Iron Ore Mines at B-block here be-
longing to Sarada Mines Private
Ltd under Barbil police limits and
Joda mining circle in Keonjhar dis-
trict. The raids were conducted on
alleged charges of  illegal mining and
money laundering.

Reports said a team of  ED offi-
cials launched a surprise raid at the
office located in Sayabali Colony at
9.00am. The team also conducted
raids at the residence of  a director

of  the company as well as another
senior official living in the same
colony. The security guards of  the
company however, prevented me-
diapersons from doing their duty
in a proper manner. They were re-
fused entry inside the company

premises while officials also re-
mained tight-lipped over the whole
incident. 

Sources pointed out that the
raids took place over alleged large
scale transactions of  minerals and
money by the firm with Jindal

Steel and Power Ltd. Even though
local police were kept in the dark
about the raids, the ED team was
accompanied by personnel of
Chhattisgarh police. 

The ED officials however, failed
to question many senior officials
as they were on tour. They col-
lected data from hard disks of
various computers in the office.
A notice was also issued to those
officials who are on tour to re-
turn immediately and face in-
terrogation. ED officials however,
did not divulge any information
as to what they have gathered
during the raids. 

ED heat on Thakurani Iron Ore Mines  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, August 22: Doctors
of  a government-run hospital in
Ganjam district have successfully
removed a steel glass from the rec-
tum of  a man through surgery.
The glass, around eight centimetres
in diameter and 15cm long, was
allegedly inserted in the anus of
Krushna Chandra Rout around 10
days ago by inebriated friends at a
booze party in Surat, Gujarat,
where liquor is prohibited.

Rout experienced acute stom-
ach pain, but he did not reveal it to
anyone due to the rule in Gujarat.
Instead of  undergoing treatment in
Surat, where he was working at a
textile mill, he preferred to return
to Balipadar his native place in
Buguda block. The 45-year old’s
stomach started swelling and he
could not defecate since the incident.
Worried about his condition, Rout’s
family members rushed him to

MKCG Medical College and Hospital
in Berhampur city last Friday.

During consultation, Rout did
not say that the glass was inside his
rectum (sigmoid colon) until an
X-ray revealed so, surgery de-
partment assistant professor Sanjit
Nayak said. “We formed a team of
doctors to retrieve the glass by con-
ducting a surgery on the same day
as his condition was serious,” said
Dr Charan Panda, a professor in the
surgery department.

Initially, the surgeons tried to
remove the glass through the anus.

Later, they decided to conduct a
‘laparotomy’, an abdominal incision,
because of  chances of  infection
due to a possible rapture in the
anus, Dr Panda informed.

“It took around 2.5 hours to re-
move the glass. The condition of  the
patient is good and he will remain
for another four-five days under
observation,” Dr Panda said.  

A colostomy-sheet has been at-
tached to Rout and it will remain
for a few days for defecation. He,
however, is not facing any prob-
lems while urinating, sources said. 

Surgeons remove steel 
glass from man’s rectum 
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Keonjhar, August 22: A couple sus-
tained serious injuries after mis-
creants tried to burn them alive by
pouring petrol and setting them on
fire while they were sleeping at
Padhan Sahi in Dhogotha village
under Harichandanpur police limits
in this district, late Sunday night. The
injured couple was identified as
Ugrasen Palai and his wife Jayanti
of  the same village.  The incident has
created shockwaves in the area with
angry residents demanding the ar-
rest of  the accused and stringent ac-
tion against them.

The couple who got married two
years back is now battling for their lives
at the SCB Medical College and Hospital
in Cuttack. The two were first admit-
ted to the Keonjhar district head-
quarters hospital from where they
were shifted to Cuttack as their con-
ditions deteriorated. Their house has
also been reduced to ashes. 

The miscreants before setting the
victims on fire locked their house
from outside. With the doors bolted,
the couple did not have any chance to
escape the flames. Villagers rushed to
the spot on hearing their screams of

anguish and broke open the doors
and rescued the duo. Harichandanpur
police personnel also rushed to the spot
and launched an investigation. A
forensic team has also been pressed
into service. 

Family members suspect the hand
of  a woman behind the entire inci-
dent. They said that the woman was
in love with Ugrasen when he was
not married. A complaint has been
lodged against the woman, police said,
but did not divulge her name as it
may hamper investigation. A police
team has left for the woman’s village
under Banshapal  block,
Harichandanpur IIC Debaki Nayak
said. She however, did not provide
any further details. 

Married couple set on fire, critical 

Woman killed in
bear attack; hubby,
daughter critical  
Phulbani: In a shocking incident
Monday, a woman was killed when a
bear attacked her while her husband
and daughter were also mauled by the
animal in a jungle near Tangam village
under Baliguda police limits in
Kandhamal district. The deceased has
been identified as Baduli Mallick, 40.
The two injured are Banchha Mallick,
50, and Suneli Mallick, 20.  The incident
occurred when the couple and their
daughter entered the Kargisaru jungle
under Tumudibandha forest range to
collect leaves. They were collecting
leaves when a bear attacked Baduli
and then the animal turned its atten-
tion to her husband and daughter. The
injured daughter ran back to village
and informed family members and
other villagers. However, by the time
the rescue team arrived, Baduli was
already dead while her husband lay
critically injured. 

Man drowns in nullah 
Hatadihi: A farmer in Jabinipur village
under this block of Keonjhar district
was swept away by floodwater, Sunday.
The deceased has been identified as
Kusha Munda, 40, of the same village.
He was swept away while crossing a
nullah overflowing with floodwater in
an effort to reach the farmland which
he had taken on lease from other vil-
lagers.  Family members grew appre-
hensive after Kusha did not return
home in the evening. They searched for
him at all possible locations but failed
to trace him. Later, the body of Kusha
was found floating in the nullah after
the water level receded. Family mem-
bers informed Nandipada police who
reached the spot and launched an
investigation after sending the body for
post-mortem.   
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T he release of  11 convicts serving life imprisonment in the Bilkis Bano
gangrape and murder case from the 2002 Gujarat riots is a sad com-
mentary on the criminal justice system that seems to have bent over

backwards to please the ruling dispensation. The way the convicts were set
free by the BJP government in Gujarat, given sweets and hero’s welcome,
prompted the victim of  the unspeakable barbarity to lament: “Is this how
justice ends?” The National Human Rights Commission is likely to take up
the issue for discussion, according to a report. But that hardly inspires con-
fidence that justice will be done or seen to be done. The 11 men had been con-
victed of  raping Bilkis, murdering her three-year-old child and participat-
ing in the killing of  13 others of  the family. Their release is not only a
miscarriage of  justice, but government endorsement of  heinous crimes
seemingly taking advantage of  technical niceties. This is a new ominous trend
of  the country’s system of  justice.

The Bilkis Bano case is an illustration of  the abysmal depths to which crim-
inality and communal frenzy in the country have fallen and one which the
Establishment gleefully endorses. Even after knowing the victim was preg-
nant, the criminals raped her, smashed her child to death and massacred the
whole family. It speaks volumes for the courage of  Bilkis that she did not suc-
cumb to threats, fear of  social stigma and persecution and left no stone un-
turned to get justice. The NHRC, under former Chief  Justice of  India JS Verma,
had met her when he visited a relief  camp in Godhra in March 2002 and ap-
pointed senior advocate and former Solicitor General Harish Salve to rep-
resent her before the Supreme Court. The apex court ordered a fresh probe
by the Central Bureau of  Investigation and subsequently the trial was trans-
ferred from Gujarat to Bombay. Bano’s case was the only Gujarat riots-re-
lated case that was investigated afresh by the CBI. On January 21, 2008, CBI
special court judge UD Salvi convicted 13 accused, sentencing 11 to life im-
prisonment on the charge of  gangrape and murder. In May 2017, the conviction
was upheld by the Bombay High Court. In 2019, the Supreme Court had awarded
compensation of  ̀ 50 lakh to Bano — the first such order in a case related to
the 2002 riots. While awarding the compensation, the Bench of  the then Chief
Justice of  India Ranjan Gogoi and Justices Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv Khanna
observed, “What should not have happened has happened and the state has
to give compensation.”

What is of  grave concern is the way the Gujarat government handled the
case while granting remission to the convicts. This is not just any sexual of-
fence case. The criminality has so many layers including communal strife
and politics. Bilkis Bano has vented her frustration and fear after the release
of  the convicts and said she has trusted the highest courts in land and the
system. But, she regrets she is slowly learning to live with her trauma as
the release of  the convicts has snatched peace from her and shaken her faith
in the justice system.

That her fears are not baseless is clear from the fact that for the past few
years several prosecution witnesses had, time and again, complained to
the state administration and senior police officers that some of  the convicts
had obtained parole several times on flimsy grounds, including house warm-
ing parties, only to live in comfort outside the jail and continue to threaten
them with dire consequences if  they did not withdraw their statements in
the court. But the complaints had gone unattended.

This is a sorry state of  affairs. The state appears to be siding with hard-
ened criminals infected with communal hatred. The Supreme Court, by al-
lowing the state government to set up a panel that was empowered to decide
on the permanent release of  the convicted men, has also seemingly erred
in a grave manner. All these events cast a dark shadow of  suspicion on both
the judiciary and the government.

The voting citizen seems to be have become helpless with no one to turn
to for justice.

Sudanese protester Alaa Salah
became a symbol of  her coun-
try’s revolution after standing

atop a car, dressed in white, and
singing to her fellow demonstra-
tors. Ugandan climate-justice ac-
tivist Vanessa Nakate went from
protesting alone at the gates of  her
country’s parliament to demand-
ing action from world leaders at the
United Nations. Senegalese activist
Oumou has harnessed digital tools
to start taboo-breaking conversa-
tions about intimate health, sexuality,
contraception, and period poverty.

These young women are fighting
for better lives for themselves, their
communities, and the world – and
they are not alone. Thousands of
girls and young women in Africa
and around the world are fighting
to change the power dynamics that
perpetuate inequality and prevent
marginalised groups from exer-
cising their fundamental rights.
They are making speeches, creat-
ing nonprofits and community pro-
grammes, and participating in
marches to catalyse transforma-
tive change. This is good news for
everyone: countless studies have
shown that when girls and women
are empowered, entire communi-
ties benefit.

But hard-won gains on gender
equality are now in jeopardy. The

COVID-19 pandemic has undone
years of  progress on poverty re-
duction and fueled a sharp rise in
inequality, with disproportionate
consequences for girls and women.

Studies show that amid economic
hardship, families are more likely
to marry off  their young daugh-
ters, thereby denying girls the right
to choose whom they spend their lives
with and when and how many chil-
dren they have. UNICEF estimates
that ten million girls worldwide are
at risk of  child marriage over the next
decade because of  COVID-19.
Moreover, girls and women are more
likely to face sexual and gender-
based violence during times of  cri-
sis – a trend that has been borne
out during the pandemic.

Making matters worse, as UN
Special Rapporteur on the Right
to Health Tlaleng Mofokeng has
pointed out, lockdowns, movement
restrictions, and the diversion of
funds to pandemic-related pro-
grammes jeopardised access to sex-
ual- and reproductive-health serv-
ices, from information about
menstruation and fertility to con-
traception. Specialised services for
victims of  gender-based violence
also became inaccessible to many.

All of  this has contributed to a
sharp rise in unwanted and early
pregnancies, and drastically re-

duced girls’ chances of  returning
to their studies once schools re-
opened. According to UNICEF, more
than 11 million girls may never re-
turn to school after COVID-19.

Simply put, the pandemic has
wiped out decades of  progress to-
ward gender equality, with the most
vulnerable groups – such as dis-
placed women and girls – being hit
the hardest. To be sure, even in the
face of  such massive setbacks, young
women and girls are not giving up.
But they cannot overcome the pow-
erful forces working against them
alone. Meaningful engagement from
men is crucial here. Initiatives like
the clubs des pères (father’s clubs)
or the écoles de maris (husband
schools) in Senegal can make a sig-
nificant difference. The goal is to
foster positive (rather than toxic)
masculinity, encourage men to share
more of  the burden of  unpaid care
work, and bring about improve-
ments in child and maternal health.

Engagement with community
and religious leaders, as well as
with health-care workers and
women’s rights organisations, also
is essential. 

Likewise, amplifying the voices
of  young leaders can inspire and
invigorate their peers. Ubah Ali, a
Somaliland activist, was persuaded
that she too could lead, that she

could “raise her voice” and “be an
agent of  change,” when she saw
other girls in positions of  leader-
ship. Today, she is working to erad-
icate all forms of  female genital
mutilation across Somaliland, and
to support survivors of  the practice.

But perhaps nothing will do
more to ensure that young women
and girls can fulfill their potential
as forces of  change than protecting
and respecting their rights, in-
cluding their sexual and repro-
ductive rights. This is a job for gov-
ernments, first and foremost, though
everyone has a role to play.

The pandemic is just the begin-
ning. With climate change and ris-
ing food insecurity also set to hurt
women and girls disproportion-
ately, the barriers to progress on gen-
der equality are as high as the
stakes. The first step toward over-
coming them is to acknowledge
the challenges girls and women
face, and to amplify the difficult
and important work they are doing.

A world where all girls and young
women hold equal power would
be better for everyone. That is why
it is in everyone’s interest to help
them achieve it.

Khadyja Sy is a women’s
rights advocate. Lindsay

Glassco is President and CEO
of Plan International Canada. 
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WHEAT IMPORT IMPERATIVE
T

here was an extraordi-
nary heatwave in March
in northern India which
caused wheat yields to

go down. The heatwave in north-
ern Europe was much worse, and
has also affected wheat output.
As a result of  the heatwave, and
collapse of  exports from Ukraine,
the world may be short by around
14 million tonnes. This has caused
wheat prices to spiral. There are
frantic efforts by major importers,
both diplomatic and commercial,
to ensure adequate supplies, in-
cluding those from last year’s crop
stored in silos. India’s Prime
Minister had made an assurance
that the country could “feed the
world” since we had a bumper
crop. But a reassessment after the
March heatwave led to a hastily im-
posed export ban on wheat, some-
thing that dismayed the farmers
eyeing windfall gains due to high
international prices. 

But by now the situation may be
grimmer. This year’s output could
be 10% lower than last year. Thanks
to lower procurement combined
with higher allocation both to the
public distribution system (PDS)
and to the Pradhan Mantri Gareeb
Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY)
the current stocks are less than ad-
equate. Between PDS and PMGKAY
(free food grain scheme) the total
annual requirement is around 32
million tonnes. Add to it a mini-
mum buffer stock of  8 MT that
must be maintained for contin-
gencies, emergencies and price
stabilisation.

Unfortunately, the current stock
which includes carry over stock
from last year, and a fresh pro-
curement of  20 MT falls short.
This possible shortfall has been de-
nied by the Department of  Food
and Public Distribution. However,
the best indicator of  any impending
shortage is conveyed by prices.
Wheat inflation is running at 12%.
Traders anticipate an annual pro-
duction of  only 95 MT sharply
down from 111 MT last year. Even
an independent assessment by the
United States agriculture depart-
ment pegs India’s production this
year at 98 MT. The PMGKAY com-
mitment was recently extended
for a sixth time, to the end of

September 2022. The in-kind trans-
fer of  free food grain has not only
ensured some amount of  food se-
curity but also protected the re-
cipients from food inflation. That’s
because the benefit was given in
kind rather than in cash. The total
incremental outlay for the sixth
phase is around ̀ 80,000 crore. The
government can consider tapering
down the benefits of  PMGKAY
which had begun during first wave
of  COVID. But the termination of
PMGKAY should not be abrupt. 

In this context it is worth em-
phasising that the import of  wheat
is not a national embarrassment nor
should it be politicised. India has
been proudly self-sufficient in food
grains for several decades, after
the initial success of  the green rev-
olution, and of  policies of  public
procurement which gives produc-
tion incentives to farmers. But over
the years many distinct changes in
consumption patterns of  Indians
are discernible. Firstly, there is the
transition from coarse cereals like
jowar and bajra to fine cereals like
wheat and rice. Secondly, the in-
crease in consumption of  meat,
dairy and poultry. These require
higher production of  food grains
including corn and soya, as ani-
mal feed. In fact, the demand for an-
imal feed has gone up sharply and
so has the cost, causing high in-

flation in milk. The third trend in
changing consumption patterns
is more food being served as ready-
made food in restaurants and com-
munity kitchens. That too is likely
on a net basis to lead to increase in
the demand for food. 

Thus, if  we extrapolate the de-
mand for food grains, taking into
account changing consumption
patterns, and rising incomes and
prosperity, it is clear that domes-
tic availability will not be enough
at the current rate of  growth of  pro-
ductivity and yields and acreage.
Hence sooner or later India has to
plan for food security which has
a significant linkage with imports,
or encouraging Indian companies
to own food production in other
land abundant countries like
Australia or Ethiopia.

Even as India has to plan for
food imports due to looming do-
mestic inadequacy (due to chang-
ing consumption patterns), the
current situation of  food insecurity
is grim. The recently published
State of  Food Security and Nutrition
in the World report states that
40.6% of  India’s population suf-
fered from moderate or severe food
insecurity during 2019-21. The pro-
portion of  those who are severely
food insecure has risen from 20.3%
in 2018-20 to 22.3%. The world av-
erage is much lower at 10.7%. Thus,

more than one third of  the world’s
hungry and undernourished peo-
ple are in India, which is alarming
and embarrassing, if  not shameful.
India’s rank in the global hunger
index (GHI) also has dropped to
101 out of  116 countries. The GHI
score has been improving in the last
few years but the latest score of
27.5 is still considered serious. Even
sub-component scores for stunt-
ing, wasting and child malnutrition
are worrisome. The GHI is com-
puted using three dimensions of
child mortality, children malnu-
trition and food supply adequacy. 

In another aspect of  its food
economy, India has very high de-
pendency on imported edible oils.
Even in pulses, a crucial source of
proteins, the production has not
kept pace and imports of  pulses
make up 10 to 15% of  total con-
sumption. That could go up in the
future. Milk production is the high-
est in the world but per capita con-
sumption needs to go up substan-
tially to come up to the world
average. For that to happen, milk
production requires much higher
production of  animal feedstock
like corn. This too implies pressure
on increasing agricultural pro-
duction at a faster pace. It is thus
clear that in the near future India’s
dependence on food imports will
rise. This by itself  is neither a
matter of  national prestige nor
embarrassment. We are after all big
importers of  energy, which we
hope to reduce with greater use of
renewable energy. In a similar way
we have to approach the challenge
of  meeting food security needs,
by increasing imports in the com-
ing years, and combining it with
strategic planning and coordina-
tion. Technology will also play a role
in increasing productivity and en-
suring crop diversification.

But till we meet the challenge
of  food security needs; till we have
higher technology to increase
yields and diversify crops; till we
combine strategic planning and co-
ordination in imports, the large
scale import of  wheat will be nec-
essary to ensure food security and
domestic price stability in India.

The writer is a noted 
economist. 
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Sooner or later India has to plan for food 
security which has a significant linkage with
imports, or encouraging Indian companies to
own food production in other land abundant

countries like Australia or Ethiopia
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In our defeated hearts God’s
strength survives.

SRI AUROBINDO

THE BEST 
INDICATOR OF

ANY IMPENDING
SHORTAGE IS

CONVEYED BY
PRICES. WHEAT

INFLATION IS
RUNNING 

AT 12%

Ajit Ranade

WISDOM CORNER
A creative man is motivated by the desire to achieve, not by the
desire to beat others. AYN RAND

Courage is contagious. When a brave man takes a stand, the spines
of others are often stiffened. BILLY GRAHAM

If you love life, don’t waste time, for time is what life is made up of.
BRUCE LEE
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COUNTLESS 
STUDIES HAVE
SHOWN THAT

WHEN GIRLS AND
WOMEN ARE

EMPOWERED,
ENTIRE 

COMMUNITIES
BENEFIT 

Khadyja Sy & 
Lindsay Glassco

Facing an aggressive China 

Sir, This refers to “US drones to help India fortify China border,” Orissa POST,
August 22. It is a timely act by the Centre to procure 30 MQ-9B Predator armed
drones from the US in the wake of  growing security threat from China in Ladakh
region and in the Indian Ocean as well. The Yuan Wang 5, unlike other Chinese war-
ships that have docked at Colombo port, berthed at Hambantota, which has been under
Chinese control for almost five years, and this could be a precursor to a more established
presence for the Chinese navy in regional waters. The regular presence of  vessels
in the waters off  Sri Lanka that can track satellites and other aerial assets and
scoop up technical intelligence does not bode well for India’s coastal defences or naval
operations in a swathe of  the southern part of  the country. It is no secret that China
plans to establish a larger naval presence in the Indian Ocean, alongside plans to have
a fleet of  more than 400 vessels by 2025, as it ramps up the construction of  infrastructure
along the Line of  Actual Control. These moves are part of  efforts to encircle India,
which must move swiftly to catch up. In the initial stages, India should consider greater
naval operations along with partners such as Australia, Japan, and the United States
while it focuses on the task of  expanding its naval fleet. In this alarming situation,
India needs to step up the efforts to acquire advanced surveillance equipment and
weaponry to counter an aggressive China.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Is AIFF losing credibility? 

Sir, In a massive embarrassment to India and
football in the nation – FIFA has banned India
from any sort of  participation in international
events. What went wrong? This means that the
upcoming U-17 Women’s World cup scheduled
from October 11 to 30 in India may not hap-
pen. As of  today the situation is that AIFF has
lost membership and cannot participate in in-
ternational football events. The suspension
will remain until AIFF regains control of  its daily
affairs. Praful Patel did not want to lose his
position as president of  AIFF and there was no
election for two years. Even after the Supreme
Court’s intervention, there was no course cor-
rection and that is why FIFA took the harsh ac-
tion. Very clearly, youngsters are doing their best
to perform at global level but at political level
the situation does not look good. 

Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR
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Banausic

It’s not a word that you’re likely to overhear in your local pub or read in your
daily newspaper. The source is classical Greek banausikos, relating to

artisans (from baunos, a forge), though in English its meaning has been
influenced by classical Greek attitudes as much as its etymology. Something
banausic is mundane or functional. It might seem to be a relative of banal,
but that’s from an Old French word of Germanic origin relating to compulsory
feudal service. Greeks of the ancient world lived in a stratified society, with a
relatively small population of male citizens being supported by the labour of
women, slaves and foreigners. For citizens, intellectual pursuits — including
logic, rhetoric and philosophy — were key to an active part in public life as
well as being satisfying in their own right. Activities that involved physical
labour, such as making things to earn a living, were looked on as degrading
banausic necessities. Even learning to play a musical instrument was thought
by Aristotle to be a banausic occupation. The English word was coined by
George Smythe in an article about the second Earl Grey, who had just died:
After 1812, and when the worse portion of the Tories got enthroned in the
supremacy, when the Banausic principle (we must coin a word from the most
expressive of languages to express all its intense vulgarity) began to obtain
(Oxford and Cambridge Review, Aug. 1845). Mr Smythe’s snobbish comment
on the banausic principle (basically non-intellectual pursuits such as
manufacturing and earning money) would have delighted the citizenry of
ancient Greece. His view was shared by others: in 1901, John Churton Collins
described teaching as a banausic occupation, “the one instinct in [teachers]
which is not quite banausic being the conscientious thoroughness with which
they impart what they have been taught.” It has never quite lost its snobbish
undertones, but it has shifted sense slightly to refer to the utilitarian or
materialistic aspects of everyday life. Aristocratic disdain for “trade” is a
commonplace of literature, the latter regarded as tainted by the low and
banausic nature of what it involves (Ideas That Matter, by A C Grayling, 2009).

Bankrupt

There’s little difficulty in defining this common word — a person declared in
law to be unable to pay his or her debts. What’s odd about it is its

etymology. You might connect the first part with a financial institution, and the
second part with rupture. So could it refer to a person forcibly torn from the
embrace of his bank? It has a weird kind of sense about it, and actually it’s not
so far from the truth. The word actually comes from Italian banca rotta, a
broken bench (not a rotten one, as the false friend of Italian rotta might
suggest — it’s from Latin rumpere, to break). The bench was a literal one,
however: it was the usual Italian word for a money dealer’s table (and indeed is
the origin of our bank for a financial institution and also for the sense of break
in phrases like “He’s gone broke”). In his dictionary, the great Dr Johnson retold
the legend that when an Italian money trader became insolvent, his table was
broken. But the Italian word was being used figuratively — it could also mean
“shipwrecked” or “defeated”, for example. Bankrupt arrived in English around
the middle of the sixteenth century via the equivalent French form of
banqueroute. It was changed into our modern form because people linked the
second half with medieval Latin ruptus, broken, from the verb rumpere. That
root also turns up in abrupt, corrupt, interrupt ... and rupture.

Can gender equality be saved?
SPECTRUM SOCIETY
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Ease of doing drug
business' in
Gujarat? Mr Prime

Minister, answer these
questions. Drugs worth
thousands of crores are
reaching Gujarat. Who is
spreading this poison in the
holy land of Gandhi-Patel?
RAHUL GANDHI | 
CONGRESS LEADER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
visit Haryana and Punjab August 24 to
inaugurate and dedicate two
important healthcare initiatives

PM TO VISIT HARYANA, PUNJAB 
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It (CBI) has not
performed its
duty properly.

What steps has it
taken in the post-poll
violence case they
are investigating?
Around 60 BJP workers were killed in
post-poll violence in Bengal. But
nothing has moved so far, the
investigation is going on for months

DILIP GHOSH | BJP LEADER

of the
day uote 

In view of rising
online frauds,
the

Maharashtra
government will
establish a cyber
intelligence unit

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS |
MAHARASHTRA DEPUTY CM

Two electrocuted
Badaun (Uttar Pradesh): Two
bikers were electrocuted to
death after a high-tension
power line fell on them near
Kakrala power house in Alapur
area. The incident took place
on Sunday evening when
Shakir Ali, 58, and his cousin
Qaiser Ali, 55, along with a
grandchild Ahil, were heading
towards Kakrala town for some
work. They came in contact
with the power line which was
hung on a wooden pole and
had got uprooted due to wind.

Minor gangraped
Patna: A 13-year-old minor girl
was gang-raped by six persons
for four days in Patna, an
official said Monday. The
accused kidnapped the victim
from Buxar and took her to
Patna where they kept her in a
room and gang-raped her for
four days. The accused finally
abandoned her at the Dumraon
railway station in Buxar district
before fleeing. The Buxar
police managed to arrest two
persons and a hunt was on for
the remaining four. The
incident occurred on August 16
when the victim stepped out of
her home in a village under
Murar police station in Buxar
district to buy copies. 

Girl molested
Amethi: A principal in a private
school has been arrested for
allegedly molesting a Class 11
student. According to police
reports, the principal had
summoned the girl on Sunday
to fill a form. Despite it being a
holiday, the 17-year-old went
to the school with her Aadhaar
card to fill the form. The girl
later complained to her
parents that the principal had
molested her in the school. 

6 held in Gujarat
Palanpur (Gujarat): Police in
Gujarat's Banaskantha have
arrested six people, including
four women, for trafficking a
minor girl in the guise of
marriage. The police said that
they will also arrest the minor's
parents as they received a
payment against handing over
their daughter to the gang. 

Three arrested
Lucknow: The husband and in-
laws of a woman, who had
been found dead on a railway
track two days ago, have been
arrested on charges of
demanding dowry. The arrests
came after police took
statements from a train driver
who had spotted the body of a
woman thrown in front of a
moving train. The police had
registered a case under dowry
death and arrested the victim's
husband Vivek Yadav and his
parents Sitaram Yadav and
Badala. The victim was
identified as 25-year-old Sarita.

SHORT TAKES

The BJP
government in
Madhya

Pradesh has
uprooted "terror
activities" of the
banned outfit
Students Islamic Movement of India
(SIMI) that were centred in the
Malwa region of the state

AMIT SHAH| UNION HOME MINISTER

U’khand to have India’s first observatory to monitor space activity
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 22: India's
first commercial space situa-
tional awareness observatory, to
track objects as small as 10 cm in
size orbiting the earth, will be
set up in the Garhwal region of
Uttarakhand by Digantara, a
space sector start-up.

The space situational aware-
ness (SSA) observatory will help
India track any activity in space
including that of  space debris
and military satellites hovering
over the region. Currently, the
United States is a dominant player
in monitoring space debris with
observatories in multiple loca-
tions and commercial compa-
nies providing additional inputs
from across the world.

"The observatory in
Uttarakhand will fill the crucial
gap in SSA observations in the re-

gion as there is a lack of  such fa-
cilities between Australia and
southern Africa," Anirudh
Sharma, Chief  Executive Officer
(CEO) of  Digantara said.

The high-quality observations,
along with those of  its partner
ground-based sensor network,
would help improve its ability
to monitor events occurring in
deep space, especially in the geo-
stationary, medium-Earth, and
high-Earth orbits. "With this data,
it would be able to reduce the po-
tential for collisions between
satellites and other spacecraft
by making more accurate pre-
dictions of  their location, speed,
and trajectory," Sharma said.

The observatory will also give
India indigenous capabilities to
monitor space activity over the
subcontinent, he said, adding
that ahead of  the war in Ukraine,
several Russian satellites were

seen hovering over the region.
"If, for example, Chinese satel-

lites are seen over one particular
region of  India for a long time,
having indigenous capability to
monitor such activities and not
being dependent on countries
like the US is a plus for India,"

Sharma said.
He said India has been moni-

toring space objects using multi-
object tracking radars and the
SSA observatory will be a huge
boost in the sector."With the es-
tablishment of  the observatory
Digantara will be able to sup-

plement its space-based sensors
in their mission to monitor satel-
lites and debris in orbits ranging
from Low Earth Orbit (LEO) to
Geosynchronous Earth Orbit
(GEO). This will also bring in-
digenous capabilities to the na-
tion for both military and civil-
ian applications," a company
statement said. There is an in-
creasing need for efficient colli-
sion avoidance systems in highly
congested orbital regions like
low earth orbit and geosynchro-

nous earth orbit.
The addition of  the new ob-

servatory will be a part of
Digantara's network of  obser-
vational facilities and was ex-
pected to work in tandem with the
currently planned constellation
of  space-based sensors. 

"This will improve the effec-
tiveness of  tracking and identi-
fying pre-existing resident space
objects (RSO), and will result in
the creation of  a hybrid data pool
that will serve both the commer-
cial and the defence sectors of
the space industry," Sharma said.

"We are proud to support
Digantara's vision and plans in es-
tablishing India's first dedicated
Space Situational Awareness
(SSA) observatories  in
Uttarakhand," Sudhir Nautiyal,
Director Industries in the
Government of  Uttarakhand was
quoted as saying in the statement.

The observatory in
Uttarakhand will fill
the crucial gap in SSA

observations in the region
as there is a lack of such
facilities between Australia
and southern Africa
ANIRUDH SHARMA | CEO OF DIGANTARA

Farmers gather in Delhi 
for ‘mahapanchayat’ 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 22: More than
eight months since their year-long
protest at Delhi's borders ended,
farmers from various states gath-
ered in the national capital in large
numbers Monday to take part in a
‘mahapanchayat’, causing massive
traffic snarls, especially at the city's
entry points, including Singhu and
Ghazipur.

During the daylong "mahapan-
chayat" organised by the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (Non-Political) at
Jantar Mantar, the farmers carry-
ing the flags of  their unions raised
slogans against the BJP-led Centre
for "not fulfilling" its promises.
They also demanded the arrest of
Union minister Ajay Mishra, who
they said was responsible for the
"massacre of  farmers" in Lakhimpur
Kheri district of  Uttar Pradesh.

In view of  the "mahapanchayat",
police put up layers of  barricades
at Delhi's borders to check the ve-
hicles entering the capital, causing
long queues of  vehicles at the
Ghazipur and Singhu borders. This
was part of  the security arrange-
ments put in place in view of  the
"mahapanchayat", a senior police
officer said. Massive traffic snarls
were witnessed on the roads lead-
ing to the borders, including the
Karnal road and roads in Libas
Pur, Samaypur Badli and Narela.
Later in the day, the farmers sub-

mitted a memorandum contain-
ing their six-point demands to
President Droupadi Murmu and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

They said a meeting of  the SKM
(NP) will be held on Tuesday to
decide the future course of  action.

SKM (Non-Political) leaders
claimed that at some locations,
farmers were stopped from reach-
ing Jantar Mantar. However, the
Delhi Police denied the claim. "In
the mahapanchayat, we deliber-
ated on our nine-point demand let-
ter. This included a legal guaran-
tee on the minimum support price
(MSP) for crops and the cancella-
tion of  the Electricity (Amendment)
Bill, 2022 among others," said
Abhimanyu Singh Kohar, an SKM
(NP) member.

Many of them came with their
bags packed and with intent

to stay put. Holding flags and
wearing caps given by farmer
leaders, they were seen sitting in
and around Janpath

Other than Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh, farmers from

states such as Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Odisha and Kerala
arrived in Delhi

Vehicles stuck in a traffic jam near the Chilla border amid tight security
arrangements at Delhi borders in view of farmers call to stage a protest at
the Jantar Mantar, in Noida PTI PHOTO

VENTING ANGER

Security personnel baton charge to disperse Central Teacher Eligibility Test (CTET) and Bihar Teacher Eligibility Test (BTET) qualified candidates, during their
protest to demand permanent jobs in Patna PTI PHOTO

Universities to recruit 
experts as 10% faculty
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 22: Universities
and higher education institutions
will soon be able to hire distin-
guished experts as faculty members
under a new category for which
formal academic qualification and
publication requirements will not
be mandatory.

The decision was taken by the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) in its 560th meeting last
week and the scheme -- "Professors
of  Practice" -- is likely to be noti-
fied next month. According to the
approved draft guidelines of
Professors of  Practice, experts
from fields such as engineering,
science, media, literature, entre-
preneurship, social sciences, fine
arts, civil services, and armed
forces among others will be eligi-
ble to be hired.

"Those who have proven ex-
pertise in their specific profession
or role with at least 15 years of
service or experience, preferably
at a senior level, will be eligible
for Professors of  Practice. A formal
academic qualification is not con-
sidered essential for this position
if  they have exemplary profes-
sional practice in lieu," read the
guidelines, which are likely to come
into effect from the upcoming ac-
ademic session.

"These experts will also be ex-
empted from the requirement of
publications and other eligibility
criteria stipulated for the recruit-

ment of  faculty members at the
Professor level."However, they
should possess the skills to carry
out the duties and responsibili-
ties," according to the guidelines.

The commission has decided
that the number of  Professors of
Practice in a higher education in-
stitution (HEI), at any point in
time, should not exceed 10 per cent
of  the sanctioned posts. The faculty
members under the scheme will be
engaged in three categories --
Professors of  Practice funded by in-
dustries, Professors of  Practice
engaged by HEIs from their own re-
sources and Professors of  Practice
on honorary basis. "The engage-
ment of  Professors of  Practice will
be for a fixed term. Their hiring will
be exclusive of  the sanctioned posts
of  a university or college. It will not
affect the number of  sanctioned
posts and the recruitment of  reg-
ular faculty members, "it said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Beijing, August 22:
China Monday announced plans
to issue visas to hundreds of  Indian
students stranded at home for over
two years due to Beijing's strict
COVID restrictions, besides various
categories of  travel permits for
Indians including business visas.

"Warmest congrats to #Indian
#students! Your patience proves
worthwhile. I can really share your
excitement & happiness. Welcome
back to  #China!"  Ji  Rong,
Counsellor, Department of  Asian
Affairs, Ministry of  Foreign Affairs,
China tweeted.

Her tweet cited a detailed an-
nouncement by the Chinese
Embassy in New Delhi announc-
ing the opening of  visas for students,
businessmen and families of  those
working in China.

As per the announcement, X1-
Visa, will be issued to students
who intend to go to China to pur-
sue long-term study for higher ac-
ademic education, including newly-
enrolled students and students
who return to China to resume
their studies.

Over 23,000 Indian students,
mostly studying medicine, are re-
portedly stuck back home due
to COVID visa restrictions. India
had submitted a list of  several
hundred students after China
sought the names of  those want-
ing to return immediately to
pursue their studies.

Some students from Sri Lanka,
Pakistan, Russia and several other
countries have already arrived on
chartered flights in recent weeks. 

China to resume
student visas
for Indians

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 22: The
Supreme Court Monday agreed to
list a plea seeking review of  its
judgement upholding the
Enforcement Directorate's powers
in connection with attachment of
property involved in money laun-
dering, arrest, search and seizure
under the Prevention of  Money
Laundering Act.

As counsel mentioned the mat-
ter before a bench headed by Chief
Justice N.V. Ramana, the bench
said: "Okay, we will list it." Only 27,
the top court affirmed the stringent
provisions of  Prevention of  Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in con-
nection with definition of  proceeds
of  crime, power of  arrest, search
& seizure, attachment of  proper-
ties and also the twin bail condi-
tions.

A bench headed by Justice A.M.
Khanwilkar (now retired) and
comprising Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and C.T. Ravikumar
said: "The international bodies
have been discussing the menace
of  money laundering on regular
basis for quite some time; and
strongly recommended enactment
of  stringent legislation for pre-
vention of  money laundering and
combating with the menace thereof
including to prosecute the of-
fenders and for attachment and
confiscation of  the proceeds of
crime having direct impact on the
financial systems and sovereignty
and integrity of  the countries."

It added that money launder-
ing is one of  the heinous crimes,
which not only affects the social

and economic fabric of  the na-
tion, but also tends to promote
other heinous offences, such as
terrorism, offences related to NDPS
Act, etc.

The top court affirmed the va-
lidity of  Sections 5 (attachment of
property), 8(4) (taking possession
of  attached property),3 (defini-
tion of  money laundering), 17
(search and seizure), 18 (search
of  persons), 19 (powers of  arrest),
24 (reverse burden of  proof), 45
(offences being cognisable and
non-bailable and twin conditions
for grant of  bail by court), 50 (state-
ments made to ED officials), and
44 (offences triable by special
court).

However, the top court left the
question whether some of  the
amendments to the PMLA, 2002
could not have been enacted by
the Parliament by way of  a
Finance Act, to be considered by
a larger bench.

SC agrees to list plea to
review PMLA verdict

According to the
approved draft guidelines
of Professors of Practice,
experts from fields such
as engineering, science,
media, literature, social
sciences, fine arts, civil

services, and armed
forces among others will

be eligible to be hired
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JAMMU &
KASHMIR
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‘Will resist voting rights to non-locals in J&K’
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, August 22: Any deci-
sion to include “non-locals” in
electoral rolls in Jammu and
Kashmir is unacceptable and will
be contested by all means in-
cluding in court, National
Conference president Farooq
Abdullah said Monday after a
meeting of  nine parties here over
the issue.

Abdullah said they were united
against the move to extend the vot-
ing right to “outsiders” as it would
rob Jammu and Kashmir of  its
identity.

“The state’s identity is about to
end. The Dogra, Kashmiri, Pahari
or Gujjar or Sikh, who reside
here, will lose their identity. The
assembly will be in the hands of
the outsiders... We all oppose it and
are not ready to accept it,” he
told reporters.

The meeting,  called by
Abdullah, was attended by lead-
ers of  the Congress, PDP, Awami
National Conference (ANC), Shiv
Sena, CPI, CPI(M), JDU and the
Akali Dal Mann. However, Sajjad
Lone-led People’s Conference
and Altaf  Bukhar’s Apni Party
stayed away.

The BJP, meanwhile, accused
the NC, PDP and other parties
of  spreading “misleading prop-
aganda” to poison the minds of  the
people over the issue of  “inclusion
of  non-local voters” in the re-
vised electoral rolls in the Union
Territory.

Addressing a press conference
in Jammu, the party’s J-K unit
chief  Ravinder Raina said there is
no issue of  “locals or non-locals”
as the Constitution gives all citizens
the right to vote in the country
after attaining the age of  18.

“The Representative of  the
People Act was implemented
across the country in 1950 and was
extended to J-K after the abro-
gation of  Article 370 (in August
2019). The revision of  electoral
rolls is taking place in accor-
dance with the Act,” the BJP
leader said.

He was speaking after chairing
a meeting of  senior party leaders
at party headquarters here to
chalk out a “counter-strategy”
against the meeting called by
Abdullah in Srinagar.

Abdullah had convened the meet-
ing after the NC and other parties
objected to the remarks of  the
Union Territory’s Chief  Electoral
Officer (CEO) Hirdesh Kumar that
there will be around 25 lakh ad-
ditional voters and anyone who
is living ordinarily can avail the op-
portunity to get enlisted as a voter
in J&K under the provisions of

The Representation of  the People
Act.

The government Saturday is-
sued a clarification, saying the
reports of  a likely addition of
over 25 lakh voters after the sum-
mary revision of  electoral rolls is
a “misrepresentation of  facts by
vested interests” and the increase
in numbers will be of  voters who
have attained the age of  18 years
as of  October 1, 2022, or earlier.

Dissatisfied with the clarifi-
cation, the NC and other parties
claimed the administration has
not addressed their main con-

cern on whether “outsiders” or-
dinarily residing in J-K will be al-
lowed to enroll as voters.

Asked about their strategy,
Abdullah said there were a lot of
things that could be done in-
cluding approaching the court.

“One is to make people aware,
that is our job first. Secondly,
there are avenues like we can go
to court also. We are thinking on
that aspect also,” he said.

CPI(M) leader MY Tarigami
said the parties were clear that
what the CEO said in the press
conference and the clarification
of  the Information Department
is “unacceptable to all of  us.”

“We will explore the possibili-
ties of  seeking justice from the
highest court of  the country,” he
said.

Abdullah said the meeting was
necessitated because of  the sit-
uation arising after the Election
Commission opened the voting
rights to all and they will hold a
similar meeting in Jammu.

The state’s identity
is about to end.
The Dogra,

Kashmiri, Pahari or Gujjar or
Sikh, who reside here, will
lose their identity. The
assembly will be in the hands
of the outsiders... We all
oppose it and are not ready
to accept it
FAROOQ ABDULLAH
| NATIONAL CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Thiruvananthapuram, August
22: The Central intelligence agen-
cies have commenced a probe after
an article in the IS mouthpiece
‘Voice of  Koharasan’ mentioned
that the first Indian suicide bomber
for them was a Keralite who had
converted from Christianity to
Islam.

In the latest issue of  the maga-
zine, the article about the suicide
bomber is in the chapter ‘Memories
of  Shuhada’, a portion dedicated
to the memories of  those who died
fighting for IS.

The article did not, however,
mention the exact identity of  the
youth. It dwells that he was an en-
gineering graduate from Kerala
who had worked in Bangalore as an
engineer and later migrated to
Dubai.

The article further states that the
youth had assumed the name,

‘Aboobacker Al-Hindi’ and that he
got attracted to Islam while in UAE.
He later did more research on the
religion through available online
portals and later converted to Islam.

After conversion, he, according
to the magazine, got attracted to the
ideology of  Jihad and contacted the
IS sleeper cells in Dubai. He was
planning to go to Yemen for further
training, but was not able to and
hence returned to his home state,
Kerala. After spending some time
in Kerala, he got a message from
his IS contacts that there was an op-
portunity in Libya and accordingly
he reached there under the guise
of  searching for a new job.
According to the article, he fought
against the Libyan Army at Sirsit,

the IS the stronghold, and later be-
came a suicide bomber and blasted
himself  to death.

Central Intelligence agencies
had earlier itself  got some wind of
such a person and had commenced
a probe into the same.

Sources in the agency told IANS
that he would have committed the
act in 2015-16 and that there was
some information about him with
the Central agencies.

Sources in the agencies also told
that they have details of  100 youths
from Kerala who had left the shores
of  the state to reach IS and offi-
cials said that there could be more
people who have joined the IS in
Syria and Yemen.

It is to be noted that ‘Aboobacker

Al- Hindi’ is the third person from
Kerala, who had died for the cause
propagated by the organisation,
according to its mouthpiece, ‘Voice
of  Khorasan’.

The first one who, according to
IS, had become a suicide bomber
was identified as Mohsin from
Trikkaripur in Kasargod district.
He was the suicide bomber who
attacked the Sikh Gurudwara in
Kabul and blasted himself  March
25, 2020. He was named in an ear-
lier edition of  ‘Voice of  Khoarasan’
as ‘Abukhalid Al-Hindi’. In the sui-
cide bombing, he had accompa-
nied two others and caused the
death of  25 people.

The second person mentioned in
the IS magazine is Dr Ejas, who had
joined the IS from Kasargod district
of  Kerala. His full name was Ejas
Kallukettupurayil and he was a
doctor. The IS publication division
eulogises him for the ‘brave act’
of  killing 39 people by attacking a
jail in Kabul.

The National Investigation
Agency had in its report said that
Dr Ejas had left India in 2016 along
with his pregnant wife Refala.

The central agencies are probing
the latest revelations in the IS pub-
lication and are trying to ascer-
tain whether anyone else had left
to join the IS along with ‘Aboobacker
Al-Hindi’.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Thiruvananthapuram, August
22: Chief  Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
will Wednesday table a new Bill
in the Kerala Assembly aimed at
curtailing the powers of  Kerala
Governor Arif  Mohammed Khan
as Chancellor of  universities.

The 10-day special session of
the Assembly that got underway
here Monday morning, has been
specifically called to float 12 Bills,
after 11 Ordinances lapsed fol-
lowing Khan’s refusal to re-prom-
ulgate them earlier this month.

Consequent to Khan refusing to
ink the re-promulgation, the CPI-
M and Khan have been having a
free-for-all. Slamming the Kannur
University Vice-Chancellor
Gopinath Ravindran, the Governor
had called him a “criminal” act-
ing as a CPI-M cadre.

Khan has been up in arms
against the Kannur University
Vice Chancellor, after he cleared
the appointment of  the private

secretary of  Vijayan, KK Ragesh’s
wife Priya Varghese to the post
of  Associate  Professor in
Malayalam. Last week, the ap-
pointment was stayed after alle-
gations of  large-scale nepotism
surfaced.

He also announced to consti-
tute a special commission to probe
all the appointments made in the
various universities in the past
few years in the wake of  allegations
that a good number of  kith and kin
of  the CPI-M led Left have secured
back door appointments.

Against the backdrop of  all the
developments, Vijayan Monday
decided to come out with a new Bill
which will cull the powers of  the
Gover nor, as he is also the
Chancellor of  all Universities in
the state.

Responding to it, Leader of
Opposition VD Satheesan said
while his party will oppose the
new Bill, it will maintain a distance
from the tiff  between the CPI-M
and Governor.

National Conference president Farooq Abdullah (C) raises hands with other leaders after an all-party meeting, in
Srinagar, Monday. PTI PHOTO

IS claims first Indian suicide bomber
was Keralite Christian converted to Islam

Kerala govt to table new 
Bill clipping Guv’s powers

Sources in security
agencies say they have
details of 100 youths
from Kerala who had
left the shores of the

state to reach IS 

PROBE ALL VARSITY APPOINTMENTS 
BY VIJAYAN GOVT SINCE 2016: CONG

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Thiruvananthapuram, August
22: The Congress Monday urged
Kerala Governor Arif  Mohammed
Khan to order a comprehensive
probe into all the appointments
made to the various universities in
the state after Chief  Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan assumed office in
2016.

In his letter, Leader of  Opposition
VD Satheesan said that there have
been widespread allegations that
ever since the Vijayan government
assumed office in 2016, there have
been numerous appointments made
to various varsity posts wherein
kith and kin of  CPI-M led Left
Democratic Front leaders have

been given jobs bypassing merit.
“There has been a huge loss of

face to the higher education sector
in the state on account of  merit
being given the go by and relatives
of  Left leaders securing jobs.
Consequent to this, the once high
quality of  education for which
Kerala universities were known
have been badly affected as there
are reports of  huge number of
Kerala students leaving the state to
colleges abroad,” he said, citing
the most recent case when Priya
Varghese, wife of  Vijayan’s pri-
vate secretary KK Ragesh, was

given first rank for a teaching job
in Malayalam at the Kannur
University.

The letter to Khan comes hours
after the Kerala High Court stayed
the appointment of  Varghese till
August 31. Khan last week had also
stayed her appointment.

According to sources close to
the Governor, who is right now
outside the state, Khan, after he
returns Wednesday, is expected to
constitute a special team com-
prising top experts to conduct a
detailed probe into all appoint-
ments done to the universities.

THE LEADER OF
OPPOSITION’S LETTER
TO THE GOVERNOR
COMES HOURS AFTER
THE KERALA HIGH
COURT STAYED THE
APPOINTMENT OF
PRIYA VARGHESE,
WIFE OF THE CM’S
PRIVATE SECRETARY,
TILL AUGUST 31

Handicraft products from Rajouri 
find their way to e-commerce sites

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, August 22: In a bid to pro-
vide market linkage to local arti-
sans, authorities in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri have taken an
initiative of  listing handicraft prod-
ucts on e-commerce platforms, an
official said Monday.

The products listed on online
marketplaces like Amazon and
GeM included ‘chikri woodcraft’,
which has been practised for over
a century with Thana Mandi area
of  Rajouri being its major centre,
the official said.

He said wood from chikri tree is
used in the making of  a number of
articles. This particular wood is
light honey in colour and contains
no grains.

“One of  the famous objects made
with the chikri wood is the double-
sided comb having extremely fine

teeth. This variety of  comb ex-
hibits a delicate ‘jali' (mesh) work,”
the official said.

He said the products were
launched on Amazon by the
District  Development
Commissioner Rajouri, Vikas
Kundal, in presence of  a group
of  artisans who welcomed the ini-
tiative aimed at improving their
living.  

“The administration is com-
mitted to providing the best plat-
form to the artisans of  the dis-
trict where they can sell their
products in an easy manner and
this is the first move in this di-
rection. Such steps will continue

in future as well,” Kundal said.
He said his administration is

committed to provide best mar-
ket linkages to the local artisans.

The district administration has
already taken a number of  steps
to facilitate the artisans, including
opening of  rural haat at Muradpur.

Cooperative department Rajouri
and Handicrafts played a major role
in imparting necessary training
to the artisans and market expo-
sures, the official said.

He said the cooperative soci-
eties are being revived while an of-
ficial was entrusted with the re-
sponsibility to promote the
handicraft products online. 

‘Chikri woodcraft’ is
being practised for over
a century with Thana
Mandi area of Rajouri
being its major centre 

KILLING OF IAF MEN 

Yasin Malik rejects court’s legal aid offer
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, August 22: A special
court here Monday offered legal aid
to JKLF chief  Yasin Malik, but he
turned it down and again insisted
on his physical appearance in the
hearing on the killing of  four Indian
Air Force (IAF) personnel in 1990.

Malik appeared in the hearing
via video conference from Delhi's
Tihar Jail where he is currently
lodged, standing counsel for the
CBI Monika Kohli said. Malik, 56,
is serving a life sentence in a ter-
ror-funding case.

After the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF) chief  de-
clined the offer of  legal aid, the
court asked him to submit his stand
in writing on the next date of  hear-
ing in the third week of  September,
Kohli said.

Turning down his plea for phys-
ical appearance, the court said
there were clear directions from the
high court for producing the ac-
cused in all cases through video con-
ferencing. However, the court offered
him legal aid but he declined, the
CBI counsel said.

Malik observed a 10-day hunger

strike from July 22 after the Centre
did not respond to his plea for al-
lowing him to physically appear in
a Jammu court hearing the Rubaiya
Sayeed abduction case in which
he is an accused.

Kohli is the chief  prosecutor in
the two key cases against Malik
— the 1989 abduction of  Rubaiya
Sayeed, the daughter of  then Union
home minister Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed, and the killing of  four IAF
personnel -- which had taken place
when militancy broke out in
Kashmir Valley.

She has been representing the
Central Bureau of  Investigation
(CBI) as a retainer counsel in the
Jammu and Kashmir High Court
since 2015.

In the case of  killing of  the IAF
personnel, charges were framed
against Malik, Ali Mohammed Mir,
Manzoor Ahmed Sofi alias Mustafa,
Javed Ahmed Mir alias 'Nalka',
Showkat Ahmed Bakshi, Javed
Ahmed Zargar and Nanaji in March
2020.

They all have been charge-
sheeted for murder, attempt to

murder and under sections of
the from now-defunct Terrorist
a n d  D i s r u p t ive  A c t iv i t i e s
(Prevention) Act.

The framing of  charges was in
connection with the case related to
the killing of  Indian Air Force of-
ficers January 25, 1990 on the out-
skirts of  Srinagar city. The
chargesheet was filed by the CBI the
same year in August.

According to the CBI, the IAF per-
sonnel were fired upon by terror-
ists in which 40 of  them, including
a woman, received serious injuries
and four IAF personnel were killed
on the spot.

Recently, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) got summons
issued to prime witness Rubaiya
Sayeed, who had been kidnapped
in December 1989, for recording
her statement. This was for the
first time in 33 years that she was
appearing before the court.

During the trial, Rubaiya Sayeed
identified Malik as one of  the kid-
nappers. Malik had recently de-
manded that he be allowed to ap-
pear physically before the Jammu
court for cross-questioning the
prosecution witnesses in the case.
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Until employment
ceases to exist in

this country and your
children don’t get jobs, my
‘sangarsh’ (fight) will
continue. We will also
continue our fight against
corruption
VARUN GANDHI | BJP MP

A Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) challenging the
permission granted to Sikhs
through a DGCA notification to
carry kirpans on domestic
flights was withdrawn from the
Delhi High Court Monday

PIL WITHDRAWN
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The central
government is
making efforts

to increase the
number of women
personnel in police
forces across the
country

NITYANAND RAI | UNION MINISTER

of the
day uote 

We have set
two milestones
by replacing

the traditional food
grains cultivation
with new technology
as per the needs of
the new era. I am sure that these two
regional centres will make their
mark on the strength of research in
our agriculture and allied sectors

MANOHAR LAL KHATTAR | HARYANA CM

How does this
work? When
CBI/ED/NIA etc

go after Congress
leaders then these
organisations are the
discredited agents of
the BJP yet when AAP leaders are
targeted then suddenly the
credibility is restored. How can the
agencies be both credible &
discredited at the same time?

OMAR ABDULLAH | NC VICE PRESIDENT

Soldier succumbs
Jammu: A soldier, injured in
the August 11 terrorist suicide
attack in J&K's Rajouri district,
succumbed in the hospital
Monday, taking the toll of
killed army personnel to five,
officials said. Defence
Ministry spokesman, Lt
Colonel Devender Anand,
tweeted: "In a solemn wreath-
laying ceremony Lt Gen
Upendra Dwivedi, Army Cdr
Northern Command & all
ranks paid homage with full
Military Honours to the
#braveheart Havaldar
Satyapal who succumbed to
his injuries; fought #gallantly
during the terrorist attack in
#Rajouri sector".

Hearing adjourned
Chennai: The Madras High
Court on Monday adjourned
the hearing of a petition filed
by former Chief Minister and
AIADMK leader Edappadi K.
Palaniswami challenging the
order of a single bench judge
of the Madras HC in favour of
his opponent in the party O.
Panneerselvam. The case will
now be heard by the second
division bench comprising
Justices M. Duraiswamy and
Sundar Mohan on Tuesday.
August 17, a single bench of
Justice G. Jayachandran had
passed common orders on
three interim applications
taken out by Panneerselvam
and party general council
member Varimuthu. While
only one appeal was listed on
Monday, the former AG of
Tamil Nadu and senior lawyer
Vijay Narayan representing
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
strongly attacked the order
passed by the single bench
judge in favour of
Panneerselvam.

4 children killed
Ujjain: Four school children
were killed and 11 others
injured after the jeep in which
they were travelling collided
head-on with a truck in
Madhya Pradesh's Ujjain
district on Monday, a police
official said. The accident took
place near Jhirniya Fata in
Unhel town when the children
were on way to the Fatima
Convent School, Nagda,
Ujjain's Superintendent of
Police Satyendra Shukla said.
The injured children were
referred to a hospital in
Indore, an official said.

6 dead in collision 
Saharanpur: Six members of a
family were killed in a collision
between a truck and a van on
the Delhi-Yamunotri highway
here Monday. While four of
them died on the spot, two
others succumbed to injuries
in a hospital, Superintendent
of Police (rural) Suraj Rai said.
The accident took place late
Sunday night.

SHORT TAKES

U
sing the ensuing

Gujarat-Himachal
Pradesh elections as a
convenient electoral

peg, Delhi Chief  Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is seeking to position
himself  as the national answer to
Narendra Modi.

While this may have been play-
ing in the minds of  AAP strategists,
the process has been speeded up by
political developments in Bihar.
Almost similar to the way, Narendra
Modi- led BJP pulled the rug from
under the feet of  Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government in
Maharashtra, Chief  Minister
Nitish Kumar’s reverse summer-
sault to re-align with Tejashwi
Yadav’s RJD, the Congress  and
form  a ‘Mahagathbandhan’ gov-
ernment, has sent the BJP cart-
wheeling out of  power .The power
shift marks a shrewd move by

Nitish Kumar to position himself
in the Opposition camp for a key
role in the all important battle of
the ballot of  2024 where Modi
will lead the BJP challenge to
retain power for a third term
at the country’s helm. Nitish
Kumar’s clarion call to the
Opposition to come together for
the all important 2024 battle
gave a clear indication of  his
intent.

Kejriwal, on the other hand,
is upbeat and his AAP in buoy-
ant spirits.  A veteran of  two steam-
roller victories-67 out of  70 seats
in 2015 and 62 out of  70 in 2020- in
Delhi in the face of  a Modi- led
BJP and a sweep in Punjab with 92
out of  the total 117 seats in its bag
with the Congress reduced to an
outwitted Opposition, he is ready
to play for higher stakes.

Perked up after its Punjab ac-

complishments, AAP’s heart was
set on Himachal Pradesh with an
organizational building presence

marked out for Gujarat. However
the raid and arrest of  health min-
ister Satyendar Jain and the ‘attack’
on Kejriwal’s residence by activists
of  the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) led to a change in
AAP strategy. Jain was heading the
AAP election offensive in Himachal
and his arrest was timed to throw
a spanner in its works.

AAP now realises that it can no
longer avoid a straight fight with
the BJP. Prime Minister Modi’s
‘revadi’ remarks provided just the
opening Kejriwal needed to take the
battle to the highest level in the BJP.
“Those who were terming his wel-
fare schemes as freebies, were trai-
tors to the country”, the Delhi
Chief  Minister was quoted as say-
ing on August 8, adding that an
atmosphere is being created in
the country against provisions of
free education at government
schools and free treatment at gov-
ernment hospitals. 

Kejriwal was well aware that
Modi after a frontal attack leaves
it to his sub-ordinates to deal with
the contradictions that follow. True
to form, it was Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman who reacted
terming it a” perverse twist” to
the debate on freebies with the

Delhi Chief  Minister attempting
to create fear in the minds of  the
poor. But Kejriwal had secured a
tactical advantage. He had escalated
the fight to the highest level and
turned the action-reaction narra-
tive on its head where he sets the
agenda, answers it himself  and
leaves the opponent to react to it,
in true Modi style.

The AAP strategy is now to go
all out in Gujarat, taking the poll
fight to the Modi-Shah citadel with
Kejriwal leading the charge. The
Modi government may have staved
off  an immediate BJP-AAP elec-
toral confrontation this May
through the move to unify the
three municipal corporations in
Delhi, but there are no such com-
pulsions for AAP in Gujarat.

Kejriwal seems to have lifted a
page straight out of  Modi’s style-
book but presents it in a very con-

trasting style. Similarity is that
he sets the narrative, forcing his
opponent to react. In essence,
Kejriwal is doing to the BJP in
Gujarat exactly what Modi as Chief
Minister was doing to the Congress-
ruled Centre during UPA rule.

In 2014, Kejriwal’s decision to
take on Modi in Varanasi and his
defeat may have seemed an ill-ad-
vised move then but is beginning
to make sense as he matches paces
with him in his home state with an
eye on 2024. His strategy is already
beginning to yield results. 

Whatever the poll outcome, with
his Delhi model which touches
the core of  the problems haunting
the common citizenry and is invit-
ing grudging comparisons, Kejriwal
has already set the cat amongst
the pigeons. He has little to lose and
lots to gain from his intended
Gujarat clash with Modi. 

AAP’S MISSION GUJARAT

Gujarat
files

RK MISRA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 22: Chief
Justice N V Ramana Monday said
he has set  up a  f ive- judge
Constitution bench to hear the
legal issue concerning the scope of
legislative and executive powers
of  the Centre and National Capital
Territory government over con-
trol of  services in Delhi.

The CJI said a bench headed by
Justice D Y Chandrachud will hear
the dispute between the Centre
and the Delhi government. The
matter was mentioned by an ad-
vocate before the bench also com-
prising Justices Hima Kohli and C
T Ravikumar.

May 6, the top court had referred
to a five-judge Constitution bench
the issue of  control of  services in
Delhi. The apex court had said the
limited issue of  control over serv-
ices was not dealt with by the
Constitution bench which elabo-
rately dealt with all legal questions.

"The limited issue that has been
referred to this Bench relates to
the scope of  legislative and execu-
tive powers of  the Centre and NCT
Delhi with respect to the term serv-
ices'. The Constitution bench of
this court, while interpreting Article
239AA(3)(a) of  the Constitution,
did not find any occasion to specif-
ically interpret the impact of  the
wordings of  the same with respect

to Entry 41 in the State List."We,
therefore, deem it appropriate to
refer to the above-limited question,
for an authoritative pronounce-
ment by a Constitution Bench...,  it
had said. Sub Article 3 (a) of  239AA
(which deals with the status and
power of  Delhi in the Constitution,
deals with the law-making power of
the Delhi Legislative Assembly on
the matters enumerated in the State
List or the Concurrent List.

The central government had
also sought a joint hearing of  two
separate petitions of  the Delhi gov-
ernment on control over services
and challenging the constitutional
validity of  the amended GNCTD
Act, 2021 and the Transaction of
Business Rules, which allegedly
give more powers to the Lieutenant
Governor respectively, saying they
are prima facie correlated.

The plea by the Delhi government
arises out of  a split verdict of

February 14, 2019, in which, a two
judge-bench of  Justices A K Sikri and
Bhushan, both retired since had rec-
ommended to the Chief  Justice of
India that a three-judge bench be
set up to finally decide the issue of
control of  services in the national cap-
ital in view of  its split verdict.

Justice Bhushan had ruled the
Delhi government had no power at
all over administrative services.
Justice Sikri, however, made a dis-
tinction. He said the transfer or
posting of  officers in top echelons
of  the bureaucracy (joint director
and above) can only be done by
the Central government and the
view of  the lieutenant governor
would prevail in case of  a difference
of  opinion on matters relating to
other bureaucrats.

In the 2018 judgement, a five-
judge Constitution bench had unan-
imously held that the Lieutenant
Governor of  Delhi is bound by the
aid and advice of  the elected gov-
ernment, and both needed to work
harmoniously with each other.

The CJI said a bench headed by
Justice D Y Chandrachud will

hear the dispute between the
Centre and the Delhi government

May 6, the top court had
referred to a five-judge

Constitution bench the issue of
control of services in Delhi

SC Constitution bench to 
hear Centre-Delhi govt row

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Hyderabad, August 22: A video
of  Telangana BJP chief  Bandi
Sanjay rushing to fetch footwear of
union Home Minister Amit Shah
went viral on social media Monday.

Sanjay, who is also a Member of
Parliament, is seen carrying the
footwear and keeping it in front
of  Amit Shah when the latter came
out of  Ujjaini Mahankali temple in
Secunderabad Sunday. 

Leaders of  ruling Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) and
Congress party branded Sanjay a
'slave' of  Delhi and Gujarat leaders
and called for safeguarding the
self-respect of  Telangana.

TRS leaders brutally trolled
Sanjay, who often accuses TRS lead-
ers of  being slave to Chief  Minister
and TRS president  K.
Chandrashekhar Rao. TRS work-
ing president K. T. Rama Rao
tweeted that people of  Telangana
are watching 'Gujarati slaves who
carry Delhi shoes and also the
leader who is fighting against the

Delhi leaders.'
Rama Rao, who is a state minister

and son of  Chief  Minister KCR,
stated that all sections of  society
are ready to reject those who in-
sulted Telangana's self-respect and
to protect Telangana's self-esteem.
"The speed and focus in bringing
slippers shows tomorrow BJP will
keep our state at the feet of  Amit
Shah... Beware Telangana," tweeted
another TRS leader M. Krishank.

Leaders of  Congress also lashed
out at Bandi Sanjay for 'slavery'.
AICC in charge for Telangana
Manickam Tagore posted the video
with the comment 'Telugu self-re-
spect'. "What's the position of  the
Backward class leader in BJP see
the truth," he wrote.

"Bandi kept the Telugu self-re-
spect at the feet of  a former tadi
paar," reads a tweet from TPCC's
official handle. Congress leader
Addanki Dayakar also slammed
Bandi Sanjay saying that the state
BJP chief  has  denig rated
Telangana society. Amit Shah
Sunday visited Telangana. 

BJP leader trolled for
‘carrying’ Shah’s shoesINDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, August 22: A Special
PMLA Court has extended the ju-
dicial custody of  Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut till September 5 in
the alleged money-laundering case
arising out of  the Patra Chawl land
scam, here Monday.

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) had raided Raut's home on
July 31 and then arrested him early
on August 1, preceded by attachment
of  properties belonging to him and
his business associates.

After his ED custody twice for
four days each, the agency said
they no longer needed him for cus-
todial probe, and accordingly Raut
was shunted to judicial custody
on August 8, and a few days later
his wife Varsha was also interro-
gated in the same case.

Raut was nabbed after his name
cropped up in the ED probe ac-
cusing him of  receiving proceeds
of  the crime from the Patra Chawl
redevelopment project in Goregaon
from another co-accused and as-
sociate Pravin Raut.

Raut’s judicial
custody extended
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Children play in the flood waters at Nag Bashuki area after a rise in the water level of the Yamuna river following monsoon rains in Prayagraj PTI PHOTO

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 22: The
Supreme Court Monday stayed the
Delhi High Court order directing
registration of  FIR against BJP
leader Syed Shahnawaz Hussain in
an alleged 2018 rape case.

A bench headed by Justice U.U.
Lalit said Hussain prima facie
makes out a case against high court
order. "In further consideration
there shall be a stay on further
proceedings in connection with
the criminal complaint dated 2018
before Saket courts, New Delhi...stay
of  further proceedings and also
the effect and operation of  the high
court order under challenge," said
the top court.

The bench noted that it has been
stated that after the high court order
the original complainant was as-
saulted and allowed the complainant
to approach the nearest police sta-
tion if  she seeks protection. The
top court issued notice returnable
in the third week of  September.
Senior advocates Siddharth Luthra

and Mukul Rohatgi appeared for
Hussain in the apex court.

In his plea in the apex court,
Hussain contended that the high
court failed to appreciate that he was
illegally implicated in the case, as
the woman, who was having a mat-
rimonial dispute with his brother,
had an ulterior motive. "The peti-
tioner is a Z plus security protectee
and the allegations by the com-
plainant were found to be totally
baseless and untrue as she kept
changing her statements and the
location of  the petitioner and that
of  her never matched as per CDRs
and CCTV footages," said the plea.

Hussain claimed that he filed a
complaint with Delhi Police in
2017, stating that he was residing
separately from his brother
Shahbaz Khan, who was resident
of  Noida and a woman through her
Facebook account was continu-
ously defaming him.

Last week, a single bench of
Justice Asha Menon directed reg-
istration of  an FIR, completion of
the investigation within three
months, and filing of  a detailed
report under Section 173 Code of
Criminal Procedure.

In his plea in the apex
court, Hussain contended
that the high court failed
to appreciate that he was
illegally implicated in the
case, as the woman, who

was having a matrimonial
dispute with his brother,
had an ulterior motive

Breather for Shahnawaz 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Hyderabad, August 22:Telangana
Chief  Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao's daughter and state legislator
K. Kavitha Monday announced
that she will file defamation suit
against two BJP leaders for their
allegation that she was involved
in the multi-crore liquor policy
scam in Delhi.

K avi t h a ,  a  m em ber  o f

Telangana Legislative Council,
said the defamation suit will be
filed against BJP MP Parvesh
Var ma and for mer  MLA
Manjinder Singh Sirsa. 

The former MP will also move
court seeking an injunction order
against those making the allega-
tions.

This came a day after the two
BJP leaders alleged that she played
a crucial role in a liquor policy

scam involving Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia. 

T he  Centr al  Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has already
filed a case against Sisodia and oth-
ers including Hyderabad-based
Arun Ramachandran Pillai, ac-
cusing them of  indulging in fi-
nancial irregularities in execut-
ing the new liquor policy for the
national capital.

Manjinder Singh Sirsa alleged

on Sunday that Kavitha facilitated
the meetings at the Oberoi Hotel and
brought liquor barons from the
south.

Kavitha termed the allegations
"completely baseless". 

"Today, I want to make it clear
that allegations made against me
by the BJP and their leaders are
completely baseless. Allegations
will certainly remain allegations,"
she said. 

KCR’s daughter to file defamation suit 

TRS LEADERS BRUTALLY
TROLLED SANJAY, WHO
OFTEN ACCUSES TRS
LEADERS OF BEING
SLAVE TO CHIEF
MINISTER AND TRS
PRESIDENT K.
CHANDRASHEKAR RAO
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Negotiations
between

Ukraine and Russia
will be cut off if
Moscow holds a show
trial of captured
Ukrainian prisoners
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY | 
UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT

Portugal currently registers 182 elderly (aged
65 years and above) for every 100 young
people (aged up to 14 years), becoming the
fastest aging country in the European Union
(EU), according to a study published by the
Contemporary Portugal Database Pordata

PORTUGAL BECOMES 
FASTEST AGING COUNTRY 
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international
The Americans
are
procrastinating

and there is inaction
from the European
sides. America and
Europe need an
agreement more than Iran

NASSER KANAANI |
IRAN’S FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESPERSON

of the
day uote 

Visited the
historic Casa
de la

Independencia, from
where Paraguay's
Independence
movement started
more than two centuries ago. A
fitting testament to our common
struggle and our growing
relationship

S JAISHANKAR | EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER

OF INDIA

One cannot
remain silent in
the face of this

atrocious episode of
sexual violence against
a Ukrainian woman
carried out in daytime
in Piacenza by an asylum seeker

GIORGIA MELONI | MEMBER OF ITALIAN

CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES

Indiana governor
in Taiwan 
Taipei: Indiana’s Republican
governor met with Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen on
Monday, following two recent
high-profile visits by US
politicians that drew Beijing’s
ire and Chinese military drills
that included firing missiles
over the island. Gov. Eric
Holcomb arrived Sunday
evening in Taiwan for a four-
day visit that will focus on
economic exchanges,
particularly in semiconductors,
according to a statement from
his office. His visit comes at a
particularly tense time for
Taiwan, China and the US after
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
visited earlier this month. 

Fauci to step down as
chief medical adviser
Washington: Dr Anthony Fauci,
the US epidemiologist who
emerged as the face of reason
amidst the tide of bigotry that
swept through the world in
response to Covid, is leaving
government service. Fauci said
he will leave by the end of the
year to “pursue the next chapter
of my career”. Fauci had been
America’s top epidemiologist for
decades, leading the fight
against HIV/AIDS and Ebola.

Sri Lanka hikes
kerosene prices 
Colombo: Amid the continuing
economic crisis, Sri Lanka's
state-owned fuel distributor
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation
(CPC) has hiked the price of
kerosene to cut losses. The
hike took effect Sunday
midnight, reports Xinhua news
agency Issuing a statement,
the CPC said the price of a
liter of kerosene increased by
253 LKR ($0.7) to 340 LKR. 

25 deer die of rabies 
Colombo: Around 25 deer that
live in Homagama, a suburb of
Sri Lanka’s capital of Colombo,
have died of rabies, the wildlife
department announced. The
department asked residents of
the area not to hand feed deer
as rabies can spread from saliva,
reports said. The department
said local residents have found
dead deer in recent weeks. 

Imran moves court 
Islamabad: Former Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
Monday moved the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) and sought a
pre-arrest bail in a terror case
filed against him. The plea was
filed through Khan’s counsels,
Faisal Chaudhry and Babar Awan,
in the capital’s top court after
a late-night drama at Bani Gala,
his private residence where
police and PTI workers almost
came face-to-face following
reports that arrest warrants
have been issued for the PTI
chairman, The News reported.

SHORT TAKES

The US Navy Blue Angels perform during the Chicago Air and Water show over Lake Michigan in Chicago PTI PHOTO
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Bangkok, August 22: Singapore’s
decision to decriminalise sex be-
tween men is being hailed as a
step in the right direction for
LGBTQ rights in the Asia-Pacific
region, a vast area of  nearly 5 
billion people with different laws
and attitudes.

Here are some details on the sit-
uation in the Asia-Pacific region:
AUSTRALIA

All states and territories 
repealed gay sex bans between 1975
and 1997, while Parliament legalised
same-sex marriage throughout the
country in 2017. The age of  consent
became equal for all sexual acts
as of  2016.

People convicted for consensual
sexual acts that are no longer 
illegal can have their criminal
records cleared.
CHINA

Homosexuality is  not  
criminalised by law, but same-sex
marriage remains unlikely to be 
legalised in the near future. While
the largest cities have vibrant
LGBTQ scenes, the stigma remains
strong in Chinese society.
INDIA

The Supreme Court in 2018
struck down the section of  the law
that punished sexual intercourse
by members of  the same sex by
up to 10 years in prison. Despite the
landmark ruling, same-sex mar-

riage remains illegal and multi-
ple petitions seeking legal recog-
nition have been met with resist-
ance by the government.
INDONESIA

Sex between consenting adults
of  the same sex is not illegal in
the world’s most populous Muslim
nation, except in conservative Aceh
province. However, only marriages

between a man and a woman are
legal. The LGBTQ community in
the country of  250 million people
complains of  regular harassment
and persecution.
JAPAN

Support for sexual diversity has
grown slowly, but legal protections
are lacking for LGBTQ people, who
often face discrimination at school,

work and at home, causing many
to hide their sexual identities.

A number of  same-sex couples
have filed lawsuits demanding a
right to legally marry, but court
rulings have been divided. 
MALAYSIA

Malaysia has strict laws against
same-sex intercourse that can re-
sult in up to 20 years’ imprison-
ment. A former deputy premier
was jailed twice for sodomy. He
was sentenced in 2000 and again in
2014, in cases that critics say were
politically motivated. 

Malaysia has even tried to cen-
sor or ban movies which it deems
to promote what it calls the LGBTQ
lifestyle, including Disney’s recent
animated film “Lightyear.”
NEW ZEALAND

New Zealand decriminalised
gay sex in 1986. Sex between men
was first made illegal in 1961, while
sex between women was never
specifically made illegal although
was stigmatised. 

In 2005, New Zealand began
recognising civil unions between

same-sex couples, which conferred
many legal rights to gay couples -
- but didn’t, for instance, allow
them to jointly adopt children. In
2013, New Zealand became the first
nation in the Asia-Pacific region to
legalize same-sex marriage.
TAIWAN

Taiwan legalised gay marriage
in 2019, but LGBTQ activists want
the law to be made more inclusive.
It currently says both partners
must be from a place where such
marriages are already legal. So
couples cannot register their mar-
riage in Taiwan if  one partner is
from a place like Japan or another
place where their marriage would
not be legal.
THAILAND

Thailand is also among the
most liberal nations in Asia re-
garding LGBTQ issues.

Four bills alternatively of-
fering to legalize either mar-
riage equality or civil partner-
ships for same-sex couples passed
their first readings in the House
of  Representatives in June.

Although many places
have decriminalised 
sexual acts between 

people of the same sex,
only a few allow same-sex
marriage, partnerships or

unions Singapore 
tempered its decision by
saying it will amend its
constitution to prevent
such unions from ever 

taking place

End of S’pore’s gay sex-ban is small step in Asia-Pacific

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Seoul, August 22: The United
States and South Korea began their
biggest combined military training
in years Monday as they heighten
their defense posture against the
growing North Korean nuclear
threat.

The drills could draw an angry
response from North Korea, which
has pushed its weapons testing ac-
tivity to a record pace this year
while repeatedly threatening con-
flicts with Seoul and Washington
amid a prolonged stalemate in
diplomacy. The Ulchi Freedom
Shield exercises will continue
through September 1 in South
Korea and include field exercises
involving aircraft, warships, tanks
and potentially tens of  thousands
of  troops.  While Washington and
Seoul describe their exercises as de-
fensive, North Korea portrays them
as invasion rehearsals that justify
its nuclear weapons and missiles
development. Cho Joong-hoon, a
spokesperson of  South Korea's

Unification Ministry, which han-
dles inter-Korean affairs, said the
South hasn't immediately detected
any unusual activities or signs from
the North. 

The United States and South
Korea had cancelled some of  their
regular drills and reduced others
to computer simulations in recent
years to create space for diplomacy
with North Korea and because of
Covid-19 concerns. 

Ulchi Freedom Shield, which
started along with a four-day South
Korean civil defense training pro-
gram led by government employ-
ees, will reportedly include simu-
lated joint attacks, front-line
reinforcements of  arms and fuel,
and removals of  weapons of  mass
destruction.  Kim Yo Jong, the
increasingly powerful sister of
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un, described Yoon's proposal
as foolish and stressed that the
North has no intentions to barter
away an arsenal her brother ap-
parently sees as his strongest
guarantee of  survival.

South Korean army K-9 self-propelled howitzers take positions in Paju, near
the border with North Korea, South Korea AP PHOTO

THE DRILLS CAME AFTER N KOREA LAST WEEK
DISMISSED S KOREAN PRESIDENT YOON SUK

YEOL’S OFFER TO EXCHANGE DENUCLEARISATION
STEPS AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS, ACCUSING

SEOUL OF RECYCLING PROPOSALS PYONGYANG
HAS LONG REJECTED

US, SK open biggest
drills in years amid
North’s N-threats

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, August 22: Britain’s
Prince William and his wife Kate
Middleton will relocate from their
Kensington Palace base
in London to be closer
to the Queen on her
Windsor estate, it was
confirmed Monday.

William and Kate,
the Duke and Duchess
of  Cambridge, will shift into
Adelaide Cottage – dubbed a “mod-
est”home that is walking distance
from William’s grandmother Queen
Elizabeth II's base at Windsor Castle.
As second in line to the throne,
Prince William is expected to take
on additional responsibilities as

the 96-year-old monarch gradually
cuts back on her public-facing du-
ties in keeping with her personal
comfort. William and Kate’s three
children – George, 9, Charlotte, 7,

and Louis, 4 – have been
enrolled in a new school
in the area as well and
will start the new term
from next month. “We
are delighted that
Prince George, Princess

Charlotte and Prince Louis will be
joining us this coming September
and very much look forward to wel-
coming the family, as well as all of
our new pupils, to our school com-
munity,” said Jonathan Perry, head-
master at Lambrook School, close
to Windsor Castle.

Prince William moves 
family closer to Queen

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Colombo, August 22: A high-tech
Chinese research ship docked at the
strategically important Hambantota
port departed from Sri Lankan 
waters Monday after a controver-
sial six-day visit.

The ballistic missile and satel-
lite tracking ship ‘Yuan Wang 5’ ship
was originally scheduled to arrive
at the Chinese-run port August 11
but it was delayed in absence of
per mission by Sri  Lankan 
authorities following security 
concerns raised by India.

The Chinese ship arrived in the
southern Sri Lankan port of
Hambantota August 16 at 8:20 am
local time. It was docked there for
replenishment. The ship left the port

at 4 pm local time, harbour master
Nirmal Silva told reporters here.
Its next port call is at China's Jiang
Yin port, officials said. The
Hambantota port officials said as
agreed there was no rotation of
personnel during the call. Sri Lanka
provided the necessary assistance
sought by the Chinese embassy
here during the ship’s visit. On
August 13, Colombo granted the

port access to the vessel from August
16 to 22 on condition that it will
keep the Automatic Identification
System (AIS) switched on within
the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
of  Sri Lanka and no scientific 
research to be conducted in 
Sri Lankan waters.

Sri Lanka has said that the se-
curity clearance was granted from
the Ministry of  Defence for the

visit of  the vessel for replenish-
ment purposes during the stipulated
period. It said no rotation of  per-
sonnel would take place during
the port call and the Sri Lankan
government was requested to 
provide the necessary assistance by
the Chinese Embassy in Colombo.

The security and cooperation
in the neighbourhood are of  ut-
most priority in handling the
issue of  the Chinese vessel Wang
Yang 5, the Sri Lankan Foreign
Ministry said in a statement ear-
lier this month. The local telecom-
munications regulatory author-
ity had issued a No Objection
Letter for the use of  frequencies
and communication equipment
subject to non-interference and
non-protection basis.

Chinese satellite tracking ship leaves SL

AGENCIES

Nikopol, August 22: Russian
shelling across the river from
Ukraine’s main atomic plant
wounded four people Monday, an
official said, only hours after the
latest international pleas to spare 

the area from attacks to prevent
a nuclear disaster.

Mayor Oleksandr Saiuk said
four people were wounded, 
including two who were 
hospitalised. Reports of  sus-
tained shelling around Europe’s
largest nuclear power plant fur-
ther highlighted the dangers of
a war that will hit the half-year
mark Wednesday.

After UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres again urged cau-
tion during a visit to Ukraine last
week, US President Joe Biden fur-
ther discussed the issue with the
leaders of  France, Germany and
Britain Sunday. The four leaders
stressed the need to avoid military

operations in the region to pre-
vent the possibility of  a potentially
devastating nuclear incident and
called for the UN’s atomic energy
agency to be allowed to visit the fa-

cilities

as soon as possible.  But nothing
seemed certain in a war that has
spread fear and unease far beyond
the front lines in eastern and south-
ern Ukraine and also into the

Russia-annexed Crimea Peninsula
and as far as Moscow, where

Saturday night a car blast killed
the daughter of  an influential
Russian political theorist often
referred to as “Putin’s brain.” 

In Crimea, anxiety has spread
further following a spate of  fires

and explosions at Russian facil-
ities over the past two weeks. The
governor of  Sevastopol, Mikhail
Razvozhaev, ordered that signs
showing the location of  bomb shel-
ters be placed in the city, which had
long seemed untouchable.
Monday’s statement follows a se-
ries of  drone incursions into
Sevastopol, which is home to
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet. 

Russia blames Ukraine
for Daria Dugina’s death
Moscow: Russia's top counterintelli-
gence agency Monday blamed
Ukrainian spy services for organising
the killing of the daughter of a leading
Russian nationalist ideologue in a car
bombing just outside Moscow. Daria
Dugina, the 29-year-old daughter of
Alexander Dugin, a philosopher, writer
and political theorist whom some in the
West described as “Putin's brain,” died
when an explosive planted in her SUV
exploded as she was driving Saturday
night. Russia's Federal Security Service
(FSB), the main KGB successor agency,
said that Dugina's killing had been “pre-
pared and perpetrated by the Ukrainian
special services.” In a letter expressing
condolences to Dugin and his wife that
was released by the Kremlin, Russian
President Vladimir Putin denounced the
“cruel and treacherous” killing of
Dugina, hailing her as a “bright, talent-
ed person with a real Russian heart —
kind, loving, responsive and open.” 

Area near Ukraine N-plant hit again 

SRI LANKA HAD ASKED CHINA TO DEFER THE VISIT AMID INDIA’S CONCERNS OVER IT

Nikopol,
on the opposite bank

of the Dnieper River and
about 10 kms downstream

from the Zaporizhzhya nuclear
plant, came under fire three times

overnight from rockets and 
mortar shells, hitting houses, 

a kindergarten, the bus 
station and stores
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Everything we see is
pointing in the right

direction. Demand is good,
manufacturing is looking strong. Unless
something happens that we are not in
control of, like a pandemic, lockouts or
a global recession, it (double-digit
growth) is in the right direction
SUNJAY KAPUR | PRESIDENT, ACMA

British luxury carmaker McLaren Automotive
Monday said it is set to enter Indian market
this year with the opening of its first
dealership in Mumbai in October. The Indian
market would be the automaker’s 41st global
territory. The opening of the first retail outlet
in October is a key part of company’s global
expansion plans, McLaren Automotive said 

McLAREN ENTERING INDIA SOON
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Extremely
pleased to
meet his

excellency, Vice
President of Iran,
Mohammad
Mokhber, where we
discussed ways and means to
further strengthen and consolidate
the vibrant Indo-Iranian bilateral
relations. We continue to strengthen
our dynamic relationship with Iran

SARBANANDA SONOWAL |
PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS MINISTER

of the
day uote 

We have set for
ourselves a
pace for

doubling every two
years, that is a CAGR
growth rate between
40-45 per cent

DHEERAJ GUPTA |
FOUNDER & MD, JUMBOKING FOODS

We are looking
at flat to low
single-digit

growth in the US for
FY23 compared to
FY22

BRENDAN O’ GRADY |
CEO (GLOBAL FORMULATIONS BUSINESS),
GLENMARK PHARMACEUTICALS

China reduces
mortgage rate
Beijing: China’s central bank
has cut its mortgage rate as
officials work to support the
crisis-hit property market. The
People’s Bank of China (PBOC)
lowered the five-year loan
prime rate (LPR) by 1.5
percentage points, which
matches its biggest cut on
record, the BBC reported. The
world’s second largest
economy faces a property
crisis that has seen some
building projects grind to a
halt. Lockdowns due to the
country’s strict zero-Covid
policies are also affecting
businesses and consumers.

Adani Power
shares climb 5%
New Delhi: Shares of Adani
Power Monday jumped 5 per
cent after the firm said it will
acquire DB Power at an
enterprise value of Rs 7,017
crore. The stock climbed 5 per
cent to settle at Rs 432.80 -- its
highest permissible limit for
the day -- on the BSE. At the
NSE, it jumped 4.98 per cent to
Rs 432.50. In traded volume
terms, 50.59 lakh shares were
traded at the BSE and over
2.45 crore shares at the NSE
during the day.

Gillette net profit
surges two-fold
New Delhi: Shaving product
maker Gillette India Ltd
Monday reported over two-
fold increase in its net profit
at Rs 67.59 crore during the
fourth quarter ended June 30,
2022, led by a strong sales
growth. The company, which
follows July-June financial
year, had reported a profit of
Rs 27.53 crore in the
corresponding quarter of
previous fiscal. Its revenue
from operations increased
26.81 per cent to Rs 552.89
crore during the quarter under
review as against Rs 435.98
crore of the corresponding
quarter, Gillette India said in a
BSE filing.

Dreamfolks IPO
to open Aug 24
New Delhi: Airport Service
aggregator platform
Dreamfolks Services Ltd
Monday said it has fixed a
price band of Rs 308-Rs 326 for
its initial public offering which
will open for public
subscription Wednesday. The
initial share sale will open for
public subscription August 24
and conclude August 26. The
bidding for anchor investors
would open August 23, the
company announced. The
Initial Public Offering (IPO) is
entirely an Offer-For-Sale
(OFS) of up to 1.72 crore
equity shares by promoters --
Liberatha Peter Kallat, Dinesh
Nagpal and Mukesh Yadav.

SHORT TAKES

Toyota doubles down on its hybrid bet in India
Toyota’s Indian strategy is at odds with global rivals Volkswagen, General Motors and India’s Tata Motors, which are rushing
to roll out pure electric vehicles (EVs), and comes in the face of criticism from investors for sticking with fossil-fuel hybrids
REUTERS

Bidadi, August 22: Toyota is re-
booting its strategy for India, dou-
bling down on a bet that emerging
markets will learn to love its hybrids,
as long as the price is right.

Renowned for its pioneering
Prius, the Japanese carmaker has
struggled to sell large numbers of
its hybrid Camry sedan since its
Indian debut in 2013, partly due to
a sticker price of  more than eight
times the annual income of  a mid-
dle-class family.

This time, Toyota is determined
to do it differently with lower-
cost hybrids, said four company
and industry executives and sup-

pliers who provided previously
unreported details about the car-
maker’s sourcing, production and
pricing strategy.

Central to the strategy is a drive to
cut the cost of  full hybrid power-
trains by making them in India, where
the automaker’s factories are run-
ning well below capacity, and to source
key materials within the country.

Toyota Motor is also leveraging
its cooperation with partner Suzuki
Motor, majority owner of  India’s
biggest carmaker Maruti, to benefit
from its low-cost engineering know-
how and mild hybrid technology.

“The hybrid bet is a turning
point. It will be a litmus test for
Toyota’s future and success in India,”

one person with direct knowledge
of  Toyota’s plans told Reuters.

A full hybrid can be driven for
stretches on electric power whereas

mild hybrid technology only sup-
plements the combustion engine
to help cut emissions. However,
mild hybrids have smaller batter-
ies and cost far less.

Hybrids are generally cheaper
than EVs as they typically have

smaller batteries and are not reliant
on charging stations, important fac-
tors in markets such as India where
customers are price sensitive and
charging infrastructure can be patchy.

The world’s biggest automaker
told Reuters it wanted more first-
time buyers in India to own full
hybrids as a first step towards mass
electrification, and that it would con-
tinue to increase local sourcing
and production to be competitive.

Toyota’s first new hybrid to hit
India’s roads will be the Urban Cruiser
Hyryder, a compact sports-utility ve-
hicle (SUV) which two people with
knowledge of  the plan said is likely
to be priced around $25,000 - less
than half  the price of  the Camry.

TOYOTA TEAMS UP WITH SUZUKI TO CRACK INDIAN HYBRID MARKET
FIRST NEW MODEL IS COMPACT SUV, PEOPLE-CARRIER TO FOLLOW

TOYOTA AIMS TO LOWER COSTS BY MAKING COMPONENTS IN INDIA

We now have the core
technology, whether
it’s an electric vehicle

or a hybrid. India is one of
the lowest cost bases for
these parts. We are
competitive on this. It’s a
huge bet but we know
electrification is the future
VIKRAM KIRLOSKAR | 
VC, TOYOTA KIRLOSKAR MOTOR INDIA

PANDEMIC
PAUSE UK economy dip 11% in ’20, worst since 1709

REUTERS

London, August 22: Britain
recorded its biggest fall in output
in more than 300 years in 2020
when it faced the brunt of  the
Covid-19 pandemic, as well as a
larger decline than any other major
economy, updated official figures
showed Monday.

Gross domestic product fell by

11.0% in 2020, the Office for National
Statistics said. British statisticians
regularly update GDP estimates
as more data becomes available.

The ONS’s initial estimates had al-
ready suggested that in 2020 Britain
suffered its biggest fall in output
since the “Great Frost” of  1709. But

more recently the ONS had revised
down the scale of  the fall to 9.3%, the
largest since just after World War One.

Even before the latest revisions
Britain’s economic slump was the
largest in the Group of  Seven, and
the latest downward revision makes
it greater than Spain’s, which
recorded a 10.8% fall in output.

However the ONS cautioned
against direct comparisons with
other countries as most - with the ex-

ception of  the United States - had not
yet undertaken the same type of  in-
depth revisions as Britain had.

The downward revision in GDP re-
flected lower contributions from
healthcare and retailers than pre-
viously thought.

Britain’s economy bounced back
sharply last year and recovered its
pre-pandemic size in November
2021. But fast-rising inflation means
the Bank of  England expects the
economy will slip back into reces-
sion later this year.

THE FALL IN GDP WAS THE
LARGEST FALL SINCE THE
‘GREAT FROST’ OF 1709,
ACCORDING TO HISTORICAL
DATA HOSTED BY THE 
BANK OF ENGLAND

UK INFLATION TO HIT 18% IN ’23: CITI
LONDON: British consumer price inflation is set to peak at 18% - nine
times the Bank of England’s target - in early 2023, an economist at US
bank Citi said Monday, raising his forecast once again in the light of the
latest jump in energy prices. “The question now is what policy may do
to offset the impact on both inflation and the real economy,” Benjamin
Nabarro said in a note to clients. Consumer price inflation was last
above 18% in 1976. With inflation now set to peak substantially higher
than the Bank of England’s 13% forecast in August, its Monetary Policy
Committee was likely to conclude that the risks of more persistent
inflation have intensified, the note said.

The health service
faced higher costs
than we initially

estimated, meaning its
overall contribution to the
economy was lower
CRAIG MCLAREN | STATISTICIAN, ONS

BEARS TAKE OVER D-STREET

Sensex below 59K
Over the last two days, domestic equity markets have sharply treaded lower as renewed fears of
stringent rate hikes took over Dalal Street. After a sharp run-up of around 17% from June lows,

markets have succumbed to profit booking as investors around the world become cautious

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 22: The Sensex
dived 872 points while the Nifty
finished below the 17,500-mark
Monday, in tandem with a sell-off
in world stocks on renewed con-
cerns over global growth and hawk-
ish stance of  central banks. 

Declining for the second con-
secutive session, the 30-share BSE
Sensex tumbled 872.28 points or
1.46 per cent to close at 58,773.87.
Similarly, the broader NSE Nifty de-
clined 267.75 points or 1.51 per cent
to 17,490.70. 

Barring ITC and Nestle India, all
Sensex components posted losses. 

Tata Steel was the top laggard,
skidding 4.50 per cent, followed by
Asian Paints, Wipro, Sun Pharma,
Larsen & Toubro, Bajaj Finance,
UltraTech Cement and Bajaj Finserv. 

Vinod Nair, Head of  Research at
Geojit Financial Services, said con-
solidation was triggered in the mar-
ket in anticipation of  tighter mon-
etary policy by the US Fed and
worries over a slowdown in global
economic activity. “The current
risk reward is not favouring in-
vestors as the Nifty50 is now trad-
ing at a premium valuation of  21.5x
P/E (1-year forward basis), above the
long-term average. Rising dollar
index and higher US 10-year bond
yield act as the near-term head-

winds for the market,” he added.
The decline in equities for two ses-

sions has eroded investors’ wealth
by more than Rs 6.57 lakh crore.

In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge fell by 1.80 per cent
and the smallcap index declined
1.17 per cent.

All the BSE sectoral indices ended

lower, with metal falling 2.69 per
cent, followed by realty (2.47 per
cent), basic materials (2.44 per cent),
consumer discretionary goods &
services (2.01 per cent), finance (1.88
per cent) and bank (1.88 per cent). 

Meanwhile, the international
oil benchmark Brent crude was
trading 0.95 per cent lower at $95.80
per barrel. 

The rupee recovered early losses
to close flat at 79.84 (provisional)
against the US dollar amid a strong
greenback overseas.

Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) offloaded shares worth a net
Rs 453.77 crore Monday, which was
Rs 1,110.90 crore Friday, according
to provisional data.

Sensex dived 872 points while
the Nifty finished below the

17,500-mark

The rupee recovered early losses
to close flat at 79.84 against the

US dollar

Investors’ wealth eroded by more
than `6.57 lakh crore

Global markets
were weak as

dollar index
strengthened over
hawkish
statements made
by US Fed
Chairman
SIDDHARTHA KHEMKA | HEAD
- RETAIL RESEARCH, MOTILAL
OSWAL FINANCIAL SERVICES

Banks issue more CDs 
to firm cheap funding

REUTERS

New Delhi, August 22: Indian
banks have increased their fundrais-
ing activity through the issuance
of  certificates of  deposits, as fund-
ing in the banking system contin-
ues to contract, analysts said.

“Banks are not raising deposit
rates, as they are able to get funds
easily from money market by is-
suing CDs, and that too cheaply,
and they may continue to opt for this
route of  fundraising for next few
weeks,” said Raju Sharma, head of
fixed income at IDBI Mutual Fund.

Indian private and state-run
banks have raised around Rs 300 bil-
lion ($3.76 billion) through two-
month to one-year CDs in the two
weeks to August 19, sharply higher
than the roughly Rs 50 billion in the
previous two weeks, data compiled
by Reuters showed.

Larger lenders, such as Punjab
National Bank and Bank of  Baroda,
have also jumped the bandwagon
and are actively borrowing funds
through three-month and one-year
notes. These lenders are paying
around 6.60%-6.74% for one-year

funds, and keen to tie up funds for
a year in anticipation of  policy
tightening in the near future.

The Reserve Bank of  India’s
repo rate stands at 5.40%.

“With liquidity getting drained
out of  the banking system, we ex-
pect banks to continue to raise
funds through CDs as well as
bonds,” said Venkatakrishnan
Srinivasan, founder and manag-
ing partner at debt advisory firm
Rockfort Fincap.

Market participants also said
that a pickup in credit growth as
the economy revives will create
need for a steady flow of  funds at
banks. At the same time, mutual
funds have been happy to park
funds in CDs, thus making it a win-
win for issuers as well as investors.

“Debt funds that are mandated
to invest in shorter duration are al-
ways on the lookout for investment
opportunities, and that is the major
reason, banks are able to get large
quantums without any major dif-
ference on rates,” IDBI Mutual
Fund’s Sharma said.

“We expect the liquidity tightness
to lead to an effective policy rate hike
of  60-75 bps,” Upasna Bhardwaj,
chief  economist at Kotak Mahindra
Bank said.

India’s banking system
liquidity surplus has

dropped drastically, and
has averaged around 
`1.40 trillion in August,

falling further from 
`1.90 trillion in July and
`2.92 trillion in June

AT-1 bond issuances 
likely to plummet to 
`20K crore in FY23
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 22: The issuance
of  Additional Tier-1 (AT-1) bonds
by banks is likely to more than
halve to Rs 20,000 crore this fiscal
compared to the all-time high
amount of  Rs 42,800 crore raised in
FY22, says a report.

AT-1 bonds are those debt in-
struments without a terminal ma-
turity date. In FY22, a majority of
the funds raised through the in-
strument were to refinance bond
issues done in FY17, Icra Ratings
said in the report Monday.

Majority of  the bonds have a call
option in the fifth year, resulting in
the significant jump in new is-
suances which are basically for re-
financing the earlier obligations.

The issuances in FY17 stood at
Rs 32,100 crore for the state-owned
banks and Rs 10,900 crore for pri-
vate sector lenders. In FY18, the
amounts stood at Rs 10,900 crore and
Rs 23,500 crore, respectively, Icra said.

According to the report, lenders
have already refinanced the FY18
bonds because of  the lower inter-
est rates in FY22. 

As the net of  new offerings and
redemptions between April and
July 2022, the AT-1 bonds out-
standing as on July 31 was Rs 1.02
lakh crore and is expected to touch
Rs 1.1 lakh crore by March 31, 2023,
the report said.

LIC, Bajaj Housing 
hike lending rates 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 22: Mortgage
lenders Bajaj Housing Finance and
LIC Housing Finance Monday an-
nounced a 0.50 per cent hike each
in their lending rates.

The revisions come amid a ris-
ing interest rates scenario, which
has seen the RBI hiking its key
lending rate by 1.40 per cent since
May to tame inflation.

Bajaj Housing Finance hiked its
rate by 0.50 per cent, and the low-
est priced product for the salaried
and professional applicants will
be 7.70 per cent now, as per an of-
ficial statement.

Despite the latest hike, the com-
pany claimed to be offering loans
at competitive rates compared to
most of  its peers.

LIC Housing Finance has in-
creased its prime lending rate
(LHPLR) by 0.50 per cent and the
new interest rates on home loans
will now start from 8 per cent as
against 7.50 per cent previously.

BIZ BUZZ

COURTESY CALL:A Udaya Bhaskar Reddy,
Zonal Manager, PNB, Bhubaneswar Zone
met with Chief Secretary Suresh Chandra
Mahapatra in a courtesy visit. Pratap Kumar
Bairiganjan, Zonal Marketing Head of PNB
was also present on this occasion

Union Bank inks MoU with JCB 
Mumbai: Union Bank of
India entered into a part-
nership with JCB India Ltd
(JCB) for  extending
‘Equipment Finance’ to the
customers of  JCB. Under the
partnership Union Bank of
India and JCB have mutually agreed to pool their resources together
and be associated with each other for mutual benefits. The wider
reach of  the Union Bank will help both the bank and JCB to ex-
tend the best offering to the buyer of  JCB machines across the coun-
try. JCB India is the largest manufacturer of  construction equip-
ment in India and is part of  the Global JCB group from UK. The
Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) was signed at Mumbai by
CM Minocha, Chief  General Manager, MSME, Union Bank of
India and Anuj Tomar, Associate Vice President and Head – Retail
Finance, JCB India Ltd.

FINTECH SECTOR GETS $29BN IN FUNDING
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, August 22: Indian
fintech market has received $29 bil-
lion in funding across 2,084 deals to
date (January 2017-July 2022), gain-
ing 14 per cent share of  the global
funding and No 2 spot on the deal
volume, a new report has said.

India’s CAGR in the fintech sec-
tor grew by 20 per cent, which was
higher than that of  the US, the UK,
and China which witnessed a growth
of  16 per cent, 15 per cent, and 10 per
cent, respectively, according to ‘State
of  the Fintech Union 2022’ report by
the Boston Consulting Group (BCG)
and Matrix Partners India.

The India fintech ecosystem has

23 unicorns (out of  106 in total)
and has reached a scale to establish
a strong position in the global fi-
nancial services market and be
benchmarked for its speed of  in-
novation, customer inclusion, and
growth, the report noted.

“Clocking over $800 billion an-
nual payments transaction value,
fintechs have made a strong con-

tribution to the Indian economy, and
play a powerful role in the provi-
sion of  full-fledged financial serv-
ices to all Indians. We see this col-
lective segment to be mission critical
for the $5 trillion Indian economy,”
it mentioned.

The volume of  digital invest-
ment in the country grew from 4.5
million in 2021 to 9 million in 2022,
reporting a growth of  100 per cent.

14% OF GLOBAL PIE With 7,460 fintech firms,
India is now third behind
the US with 22,290 
companies and China
with 8,870 firms
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 22: The Supreme
Court (SC) Monday directed the
termination of  the mandate of  the
three-member Committee of
Administrators (CoA) headed by a
former apex court judge, appointed
by it nearly two months back for
managing the affairs of  the na-
tional football body AIFF.

The top court said that it is mod-
ifying its earlier orders to facilitate
the revocation of  the suspension
which has been imposed on AIFF
by FIFA and the holding of  the U-
17 Women’s World Cup 2022 in
India.  

The apex court May 18 appointed
a three-member CoA headed by
Justice (retd) Anil R Dave, former
chief  election commissioner SY
Qureshi, former Indian football
team captain Bhaskar Ganguly
and ousted NCP leader Praful Patel-
led management committee, which
had exceeded its tenure by over
two and half  years.

A bench of  Justices DY
Chandrachud and AS Bopanna
said, “In the event that the above
process is not taken to its logical con-
clusion, the Court would consider
any further order at the subse-
quent stage”.

It also postponed the August 28
elections of  the AIFF by one week
to allow a changed electoral col-
lege and the start of  the nomina-
tion process. 

The order came on a fresh plea
filed by the Ministry of  Youth
Affairs and Sports seeking modi-
fication of  the May 18 and August
3 orders of  the court after consul-
tation with the international foot-
ball federation (FIFA) to ensure
revocation of  the suspension of
AIFF and the hosting right for
holding of  the U-17 Women’s World
Cup 2022 in India.

It said, “The day-to-day man-
agement of  AIFF shall be exclu-
sively looked after by the AIFF
Administration led by the Acting

Secretary General. The mandate of
the Committee of  Administrators
appointed by the order of  this
Court stands terminated”.

The bench noted that the CoA has
already submitted the draft
Constitution for the AIFF, together
with a tabulated set of  suggestions,
to this Court July 15, 2022, and
therefore appointed its counsel
senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan to assist it as
amicus curiae. 

Former Indian football team
captain Baichung Bhutia and CoA
opposed modification of  the court’s
orders and said the court should not
terminate the reform process and
not come under pressure from
threats of  FIFA as sacrificing the
U-17 Women’s World Cup now would
eventually enable the youngsters
of  the country, in the long run, to
look for the main World Cup.

The bench said that it under-
stands the gravity of  the situation
but cannot sacrifice the world cup
scheduled to be held later this year
in the larger interest of  the coun-
try.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre, said that
there are two “disastrous conse-
quences” the country is facing, if
the orders are not modified – one
that India will lose hosting rights
of  any future football world cup, and
second our teams will not be able
to play even friendly international
matches across the world.  

He said that it is not that India

is being discriminated against but
FIFA follows uniform policy across
the world against third-party in-
terference.  

The bench said bearing in mind
the importance of  the U-17 Women’s
World Cup 2022 tournament being
held in India, it is passing the di-
rections on the application – the elec-
tion programme, which was fixed
in pursuance of  the order dated
August 3, 2022, is permitted to be
modified by extending the date of
election by one week.

It said the returning officers –
Umesh Sinha and Tapas
Bhattacharya-shall be deemed to be
the returning officers appointed
by this Court to conduct the elec-
tions as there has been no objection
to their continuance by any of  the
contesting parties before this Court,
including the member associations
representing the States/Union
Territories.

It said the time for the comple-
tion of  the elections which were
scheduled to take place August 28,
2022, shall stand extended by a pe-
riod of  one week and appreciated
the efforts of  Justice (retd.) Dave
led the committee.

The bench said 17 members (in-
clusive of  the President, a Treasurer,
and one Vice President) will be
elected by the Electoral College
consisting of  35 Associations rep-
resenting States/Union Territories
and six members shall be drawn
from eminent players which four
men and two women.

SC terminates CoA mandate for AIFF
APEX COURT POSTPONES INDIAN FOOTBALL BODY’S POLLS BY ONE WEEK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 22: Former
electoral officer in the Bihar gov-
ernment, Ajay Nayak has been ap-
pointed as the returning officer
for the Hockey India elections, to
be conducted by October 9.

The appointment was made dur-
ing a meeting held between the
International Hockey Federation
(FIH) and the Committee of
Administrators (CoA) running the
sport in the country currently.

The meeting was attended by
FIH acting president Seif  Ahmed,
CEO Thierry Weil and members
of  the CoA, Justice Anil R Dave,
SY Quraishi and Zafar Iqbal. AK
Majumdar has been appointed as the
assistant returning officer. “They will
be assuming their positions with im-
mediate effect,” the national fed-
eration said in a statement. 

The two-member FIH delega-
tion was in the national capital to
discuss the way forward and avert
a possible suspension of  Hockey
India, currently placed under the
CoA on the directive of  the Delhi
High Court. The FIH categorically
stated that it “does not consider
the court as third party”, ruling out
the possibility of  a ban with only
months left for the men’s World
Cup, to be held in Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela from January 13 to 29.

CoA INITIATES
POLL PROCESS
AT HOCKEY INDIAPRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Tokyo, August 22: Commonwealth
Games champion Lakshya Sen
continued his impressive run,
trouncing Danish Hans-Kristian
Solberg Vittinghus in straight
games to progress to the men’s sin-
gles second round at BWF World
Championships here Monday.

Sen’s senior teammates Kidambi
Srikanth and HS Prannoy also won
their respective first round matches.
India also registered twin wins in
women’s and mixed doubles com-
petition on the opening day which
saw B Sai Praneeth bow out after
losing in three games to World
No.4 Chou Tien Chen of  Chinese
Taipei.

The 20-year-old Sen, who had
returned with a bronze on his debut
in Spain last year, prevailed 21-12,
21-11 over an erratic Vittinghus in
his opening match. Sen will next
face Luís Enrique Penalver of
Spain.

Birmingham CWG bronze medal-
list Srikanth had to toil in his 22-
20, 21-19 win over Nhat Nguyen of
Ireland, while Prannoy secured a
dominating 21-12 21-11 win over
Luka Wraber of  Austria. Praneeth
put up a brave effort before going
down 15-21, 21-15, 15-21 to Chen in
little over an hour.

Srikanth will face Zhao Jun Peng
of  China in the second round while
Prannoy will be up against sec-

ond see Kento Momota of  Japan.
Ashwini Ponnappa and N Sikki

Reddy progressed to the women’s
doubles second round with a 21-7,
21-9 win over Maldives’ Aminath
Nabeeha Abdul Razzaq and
Fathimath Nabaaha Abdul Razzaq.
The pair will face an uphill task of
taming top seeds Chen Qing Chen
and Jia Yi Fan of  China in the sec-
ond round.

In mixed doubles, Tanisha Crasto
and Ishaan Bhatnagar defeated
German duo of  Patrick Scheiel
and Franziska Volkmann 21-13, 21-
13 in 29 minutes to also make a
positive start to their campaign.
The Indian duo will meet 14th seeds
Supak Jomkoh and Supissara
Paewsampran of  Thailand next.

In another women’s doubles
match, India’s Pooja Dandu and

Sanjana Santosh beat the Peru pair
of  Ines Lucia Salazar and Paula
Regal 21-6, 10-21, 21-14. 

Among others, B Sumeeth Reddy
and Manu Attri lost 11-21 21-19 15-
21 to Masayuki Onodera and Hiroki
Okamura in men’s doubles. In
women’s singles, Malvika Bansod
also bowed out in the opening
round after losing 14-21 12-21 to
Denmark’s Line Christophersen.

BWF Worlds: Sen, Srikanth, Prannoy win
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Miami, August 22: Young Indian
Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa
produced a superb performance,
winning three straight games in-
cluding two in the blitz tie-breaks
to outwit World No.1 Magnus
Carlsen 4-2 in the final round of  the
FTX Crypto Cup here Monday.

However, despite the win over
Carlsen, the 17-year old could only
take second place in the final
standings. The Norwegian won
the top prize on the basis of  a
higher score. He finished with 16
match points to the Indian
prodigy’s tally of  15.

“I’ve been playing badly all day,
but now I’m getting the results I
deserve. It’s never good to lose,
but this is as good a time as any!”
Carlsen said after the match.

Alireza Firouzja, another highly-
rated teen and a prodigy, also fin-
ished on 15 points but had to set-
tle for third place as he had lost
the clash against Praggnanandhaa
earlier.

The first two games of  the
Carlsen-Praggnanandhaa match
were drawn before the World No.1
went ahead by clinching the third.
In a surprise turn of  events, the
Indian won the fourth game to
push the match into the tie-breaks.
He shocked the Norwegian by

winning both the games in the
tie-break.

Praggnanandhaa has been in
splendid form this year and had
previously beaten the world cham-
pion twice in online events. He
also played a crucial role in the
India ‘B’ team claiming a bronze
medal in the 44th chess Olympiad
in Chennai recently.

“I think it could have done bet-
ter the last few days but I think
overal l  2nd  is  good,”
Praggnanandhaa said after the
game against Carlsen.

Praggnanandhaa started his
campaign with victory over World
No.4 Firouzja and also scored wins
over World No.9 Anish Giri and
World No.6 Levon Aronian.

Praggnanandhaa beats
Carlsen, finishes second

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Madrid, August 22: Robert
Lewandowski left his mark with a
pair of  goals on his 34th birthday,
and Barcelona saw their high-pro-
file attack finally click in a 4-1 win
at Real Sociedad for their first vic-
tory of  the season.

Lewandowski also set up Ansu
Fati’s goal Sunday as Barcelona
quickly rebounded from a scoreless
opening draw at home in the
Spanish league against Rayo
Vallecano in which the attack was
ineffective.

Ousmane Dembele also scored
for the Catalan club that entered the
season amid high expectations
after spending big to boost its squad
despite enduring financial diffi-
culties.

Lewandowski scored his first
goal of  the season a minute into the
match with a nice touch from in-
side the area after a pass by teenager
Alejandro Balde.

The hosts equalised with a goal
from Alexander Isak in the sixth
minute after a nice through ball by
veteran David Silva, but Barcelona’s

forwards stood out in the second
half. 

Dembele scored with a low shot
in the 66th after a backheel pass by
Fati, who found the net himself  in
the 79th after Lewandowski’s assist.
Lewandowski’s second goal came
from close range in the 68th after
another assist by Fati.

The result kept Barcelona un-
beaten against Sociedad in 13 league
matches, with two draws and 11
victories. Sociedad had opened
with a win at Cadiz. 
EMERY BEATS SIMEONE

Unai Emery’s unsuccessful run

against Diego Simeone is finally
over. Emery’s 12-match winless
streak in the league as a coach
against Simeone ended with
Villarreal’s 2-0 win at Atletico
Madrid. Emery had seven draws
and five losses against Simeone,
his worst streak against any other
coach in the league.

Yeremy Pino and Gerard Moreno
scored second-half  goals at the
Metropolitano stadium as Villarreal
picked up its second consecutive win
to start the league. Atlético’s newly
signed defender Nahuel Molina
was sent off  in stoppage time. 

Lewandowski’s b’day brace lifts Barça 
Mbappe ties French

league record
LILLE: Kylian Mbappe scored after
just eight seconds of play to claim the
joint-fastest goal in the history of the
French league. Mbappe found the net
at the start of a 7-1 win for defending
champions PSG over Lille Sunday. The
visitors needed just four passes from
kickoff to score as Lionel Messi hit a
superb ball over the top for Mbappe,
who cleverly lobbed Lille goalkeeper
Leo Jardim. The French league tweet-
ed that Mbappe’s goal ties midfielder
Michel Rio who also needed just eight
seconds to score for Caen against
Cannes in 1992. Mbappe had a hat-
trick while Neymar scored two goals
and provided three assists, and Messi
had a goal and an assist to his name
in the match as PSG extended their
perfect start to the season with three
wins from three games. 

Odisha Roll Ball League
all set to kick off Aug 27

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 22: The in-
augural edition of  Odisha Roll Ball
League (ORBL), organised by Odisha
Roll Ball Association (ORBA) with
the support of  Centurion University
and Odisha Skating Academy, is all
set to kick off  August 27. 

An auction for players also took
place Sunday at a city hotel here
for the event, which will be played
at Centurion University Sports
Complex in Jatani, Khurda. Over 150
Roll Ball Skaters from various dis-
tricts had applied for the player auc-
tion and out of  which 102 players have
qualified in the bidding process. 

Notably, the first ever ORBL will
see eight teams – Puri Pacers,
Bhubaneswar Bulls,  Angul
Avengers, Rourkela Rockets,
Balasore Beamers, Cuttack Celtics,
Brahmapur Blazers and Sambalpur
Seamers – vie for the top prize.

The motive of  the evnt is to pop-
ularise the sport in Odisha, said
ORBA vice-president Satya Jaysingh.

LAKSHYA SEN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dubai, August 22: Qatar recently
arrested at least 60 foreign workers
who protested going months with-
out pay and deported some of  them,
an advocacy group said, just three
months before Doha hosts the FIFA
World Cup. 

The move comes as Qatar faces
intense international scrutiny over
its labour practices ahead of  the
tournament. Like other Gulf  Arab
nations, Qatar heavily relies on for-
eign labour. The workers’ protest a
week ago — and Qatar’s reaction to
it — could further fuel the concern. 

The head of  a labour consul-
tancy investigating the incident
said the detentions cast new doubt
on Qatar’s pledges to improve the
treatment of  workers. “Is this re-
ally the reality coming out?” asked
Mustafa Qadri, executive director
of  the group, Equidem Research.

In a statement to this agency, Qatar’s
government acknowledged that “a
number of  protesters were detained
for breaching public safety laws.” It
declined to offer any information
about the arrests or any deportations. 

Protesting workers
detained in Qatar 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Harare, August 22: Sikandar
Raza’s lion-hearted effort (115, 95b,
9x4, 3x6) took Zimbabwe on the
cusp of  a famous victory before
India held their nerves to pull off  a
13-run win in the third ODI and
complete a series sweep here Monday.

The final game of  the series too
was heading India’s way until Raza
brought Zimbabwe back into the
contest with the support of  Brad
Evans (28). The duo shared a 104-
run stand off  77 balls for the eighth
wicket to raise hopes of  a memo-
rable result. However, Raza fell to
a brilliant catch by Shubman Gill
in the penultimate over, as India
scraped through.

It was Gill (130, 97b, 15x4, 1x6) who
had set up the game for India as he
smashed his maiden international
hundred to take the visitors to
289/8. Zimbabwe’s innings ended
at 276 in 49.3 overs.

Gill, who reached a major ca-
reer milestone more than three
years after making his India debut,
shared a 140-run stand with Ishan
Kishan (50, 61b, 6x4) after the vis-
itors decided to bat for the first
time in the series.

Sean Williams (45, 46b, 7x4) and
Raza played some bold strokes early
in the Zimbabwe chase. Deepak
Chahar (2/75) once again impressed
with the new ball while left-arm
spinner Axar Patel (2/30) got wel-
come wickets in the middle overs.

Chahar got his first wicket with
a booming inswinger as Innocent
Kaia (6) was trapped while charging
down the wicket. His opening part-
ner Takudzwanashe Kaitano (13),
who walked back to the dressing
room with leg pain, returned to the
middle but not for long. India spin-
ner Kuldeep Yadav (2/38) drew him

forward with a wrong un that had
the Zimbabwean stumped. Though
Zimbabwe kept losing wickets reg-
ularly, the seasoned Raza stood
strong before completing his third
hundred in the last six innings.

Opting to bat for the first time in
the series, India did not have the
most fluent of  starts as they strug-
gled to 63/1 in 15 overs. Both the sea-
soned openers – skipper KL Rahul
(30) and Shikhar Dhawan (40) –
would be disappointed at not being
able to convert their starts.

Coming back from a long injury
break, Rahul had an ideal oppor-

tunity to get back into groove ahead
of  the Asia Cup T20. He played on
to a length ball off  medium pacer
Brad Evans who ended up taking
five wickets for the first time.

Barring the stand between Gill
and Kishan, not much stood out
from the Indian innings. Gill, who
made his ODI comeback with the
series against the West Indies, was
a treat to the eye during his in-
nings. The 22-year-old played shots
all around, with his straight drives
and cover drives standing out.

Gill had a few nervous moments
in the 90s before he reached the mile-

stone. Evans appealed for a close
leg before call but the DRS was
turned down after UltraEdge showed
that the ball touched Gill’s bat before
thudding into the pads. On the same
ball however, Kishan was run out at
the other end after he left his crease
for a quick single, but Gill was pre-
occupied with the appeal.

BRIEF SCORES: India 289/8
(Shubman Gill 130, Ishan Kishan
50, Shikhar Dhawan 40; Brad Evans
5/54) beat Zimbabwe 276 (Sikandar
Raza 115, Sean Williams 45; Avesh
Khan 3/66, Axar Patel 2/30, Kuldeep
Yadav 2/38) by 13 runs.

INDIA COMPLETE CLEAN SWEEP
Raza’s gutsy ton goes in vain as India ride on Gill’s maiden ton to

beat Zimbabwe by 13 runs in the third and final ODI

Shubman Gill & Sikandar Raza (inset)
celebrate their centuries, Monday
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