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A new audiobook written by Princess Diana’s
former bodyguard hints at conspiracy behind
her death in a car crash in Paris

TUMBLING SKELETONS
Robert Lewandowski scores twice to help
Barcelona rout Valladolid 4-0 in their Spanish
league match at Camp Nou

LEWANDOWSKI LIFTS BARCA

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

A fuel leak and then a glitch during final liftoff prep
leads NASA to call off the launch of its mighty new
moon rocket ‘Artemis’

INTERNATIONAL | P10

ARTEMIS LAUNCH DELAYED 
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

In Rushdie’s case, we gave our 
reaction in just 2 weeks. Usually 

we react after 400-500 years
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MARKET WATCH

AGENCIES

Belagavi (K’taka), August 29:
Amid continued failures, an op-
eration in Karnataka’s Belagavi
district to catch a leopard entered
the 25th day Monday, with au-
thorities now using a ‘honey trap’
method to capture the big cat.

Sources involved in the operation
explained that the urine of  a fe-
male leopard is being spread across
the cage installed to catch the prowl-
ing big cat.

More than 350 personnel have
started combing operations with
JCBs, 2 elephants, sharpshooters,
anesthetic experts, and a special
drone team in the premises of  the

Golf  Club spread across 250 acres
in the heart of  the Belagavi city.

The premises are full of  dense
vegetation and the leopard is able
to hide away. Though the team is
getting CCTV footage of  the leop-
ard, it is still escaping and disap-
pearing. The posts have also kin-
dled the mega operation, involving
hundreds of  staff.

As a precautionary measure, 21
schools and colleges have been
closed for the last 25 days. Nearly
20,000 students are being affected
by the move.

The authorities have also put
dogs inside a few cages and clear-
ing the thick vegetation to track and
enable the better visibility of  leop-

ard to be able to trap it. The au-
thorities have built watch towers
and placed cages at strategic spots
in Golf  Club spread across 250-
acres in the heart of  the city, but

to no avail. They were forced to
change the places of  eight small
cages, one big cage and CCTV cam-
eras as the leopard is changing its
place of  movement. 

The forest department is spend-
ing over 3 lakh per day for carry-
ing out the operation. The pro-
longed operation has created public
outrage and opposition Congress
party workers are demanding the
resignation of  the state Forest
Minister Umesh Katti.

Meanwhile, they are facing flak
from the public for failing to catch
the leopard.  The city is abuzz with
talks, rants, memes and gossip
about the sly leopard. Social media
posts have been created making
Aadhaar Card, even a PAN card
of  it and claiming that the leop-
ard is now a respectable citizen of
Belagavi city and it will only leave
after celebrating Ganesh festival.

K’taka govt’s big hunt ‘leopardized’ for 25 days
With jumbos and JCBs failing miserably and the forest minister facing demands of resignation, the

public heat has forced the authorities to desperately try to ‘honey trap’ the leopard on prowl

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cuttack,  August  29: The
Commissionerate police Monday
asked Ganesh puja committees in
Cuttack to maintain decency in
idol making and decorations at the
puja mandaps and warned that de-
viations that hurt religious senti-
ments will invite stringent action.

The Ganesh puja is beginning
from Wednesday. “Any exceptions
or deviations in idol makings that
will hurt religious sentiments will
invite stringent action,” warned
City Deputy Commissioner of
Police Pinak Mishra.

Earlier in the day, the Orissa High
Court refused to intervene in the re-
cent police actions against queer
idol makings of  Hindu Gods and
Goddesses for the ensuing puja sea-
son in Cuttack city when a petition
in this context came up for adjudi-
cation. An artisan of  local Kumbhar
Sahi had approached the High Court
seeking intervention to restrain the
police from dabbling in the idol-mak-
ing creativity of  the artisans.

n SJTA does not respond
to the RTI queries even
after the State Information
Commission imposed a
fine on its official for not
sharing info in public interest

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Aug 29: The mys-
tery over Srimandir ‘Ratna
Bhandar’ has deepened as the state
government has no plan to reopen
the inner chamber of  the treas-
ury of  the 12th-century shrine in
Puri and refused to share infor-
mation about the temple’s asset to
an RTI activist, devotees claimed
Monday.

Shree Jag annath Temple
Administration (SJTA) under the
state law department did not re-
spond to the queries of  Bolangir-
based RTI activist Hemant Panda.

The State  Infor mation
Commission has recently imposed
a fine on the SJTA’s officer SK
Chatterjee for not sharing infor-
mation in the public interest.

Asserting that the SJTA cannot
decide to open the inner chamber
of  the ‘Ratna Bhandar’, temple ad-
ministrator (development) Ajay
Kumar Jena said the issue will be

placed before the Sri Jagannath
Temple Managing Committee in its
next meeting.

“The SJTA will inform the man-
aging committee’s decision to the
government and then only the
treasury can be opened,” he said.

It seemed that water seeps
through cracks in the wall of  the
store, temple’s ‘Ratna Bhandar’ in-
charge and servitor Niranjan
Mekap said, adding that the treas-
ury must be opened immediately
and repaired.

Leader of  Opposition in the state
assembly Jaynarayan Mishra al-
leged that the state government
has never made any attempt to
open the inner chamber of  the
treasury even though it has gold,
diamond jewellery, precious stones
and other ornaments. It remained
closed for 44 years even as the Sri
Jagannath Temple Act, 1955 has a
provision of  undertaking inspec-
tion of  the ‘Ratna Bhandar’ every
three years, the BJP leader said.

Continued on P9

POST NEWS NETWORK

Malkangiri, August 29: Answer
keys of  the special Odisha Teacher
Eligibility Test (OTET), held
across the state Monday, went
viral on social media before the
commencement of  the examina-
tion in Malkangiri district. 

According to reports, the ques-
tion papers for the examination
were dispatched to the Malkangiri
district headquarters August 27
and kept in the strong room at the
Malkangiri Girls’ High School
under tight security the same day.
Some police officials and admin-
istrative officials were keeping a
close watch on the strong room. 

The question papers were sent
to three centres in the district at 6.30
am, Monday before the start of  the
examination. However, before the
candidates could sit for the exam,

the leak in answer sheet was re-
ported. The possible answers of
the question paper set for the ex-
amination were found going viral
on the social media platforms.    

The answer keys doing the
rounds online were said to be of
Set A. However, after the exami-
nation, the viral answers to the
questions were verified and they
matched. When contacted, District
Education Officer (DEO) Manas

Kumar Jena said he has not re-
ceived any complaint so far. He,
however, said that he will order for
a probe into the incident and nec-
essary action will be taken if  the
allegations were found true. He
also assured to draw the atten-
tion of  higher authorities to con-
duct the examination afresh.

The development has sparked
resentment among the candi-
dates. It was alleged that some of
the aspirants had spent around
`5,000 to get a copy of  the ques-
tion following which the answers
to the questions went viral on so-
cial media platforms. Locals have
demanded a high level probe and
stringent action against the per-
sons involved in the question
paper leak. They also demanded
to scrap the examination and
hold the examination afresh with
a new question paper.  

Jio 5G in key cities 
by Diwali: Ambani
AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 29: Reliance
Jio will invest Rs 2 lakh crore for
the 5G services rollout, beginning
with metro cities in October as it
looks to take lead in the launch of
ultra-high-speed internet services.

Jio’s superfast 5G services will
be launched in key cities -- in-
cluding Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai
and Kolkata -- by Diwali, Reliance
Industries Chairman Mukesh
Ambani said Monday as he un-
derlined the company’s commit-
ment to make India the largest
data-powered economy in the world,
beating China and the United States.

India deserves nothing less than
“True 5G”, Ambani said at Reliance
Industries’ 45th AGM and empha-
sised that 5G cannot remain an ex-
clusive service available only to the
privileged few or only to those in
the largest cities. Digital freedom is
the birthright of  every Indian, he
asserted. The company showcased
the potential of  JioAirFiber (its high-
speed fixed-broadband offering) and
Jio Cloud PC (virtual computer hosted
in the cloud) and said combined might
of  the two along with Jio 5G would be
a ‘gamechanger’.

“Within the next two months,
that is by Diwali of  2022, we will
launch Jio 5G across multiple key
cities, including the metro cities of
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, and
Chennai,” he added. Subsequently,
the company will increase its foot-
print to deliver Jio 5G to "every
town, every taluka, and every tehsil
of  our country" by December 2023.

Govt no to sharing
Ratna Bhandar info

MYSTERY SHROUDS SRIMANDIR TREASURY
n It seems that water seeps through
cracks in the wall of the store, ‘Ratna
Bhandar’ in-charge and servitor
Niranjan Mekap said, adding that the
treasury must be repaired

n Gajapati Maharaja
Dibyasingha Deb, the titular
king of Puri, who is also the
chairman of the Temple
Managing Committee, has
sought to open the treasury

n LoP Jaynarayan
Mishra alleged
that the state
government has
never made any
attempt to open
the inner
chamber of the
treasury

Spl OTET answer keys go viral 

BANKS TO REMAIN
CLOSED ON NUAKHAI
Bhubaneswar: The state government
Monday announced that the banks
will remain closed September 1, 2022,
on the occasion of Nuakhai. A
notification issued by Revenue and
Disaster Management department
read, “The government of Odisha
have been pleased to declare under
the explanation to section 25 of the
Negotiable Instrument Act 1881, read
with the notification of the GoI.
Ministry of Home Affairs expressly
defined that the banks in Odisha, will
remain closed September 1, 2022.” 

SHORT TAKES
RBI SELLS DOLLAR TO
LIFT ` FROM NADIR
Mumbai: Rupee dropped to an all-
time low versus the dollar Monday on
bets the Federal Reserve will keep a
restrictive stance for longer,
prompting the Reserve Bank of India
to step in. The rupee closed at 79.96
per US dollar, down from 79.86 in the
previous session. The local currency
had dropped to a record low 80.12
earlier in the day before the RBI sold
the dollar to boost the rupee. The
intervention by the Indian central
bank was confirmed by three traders
to Reuters.  MORE P11

DISTORTED IDOL ROW

Maintain decency 
in idol making: CP

Farmers carrying vegetables to be transported via boat wade through the swollen Ganga river following incessant monsoon rainfall, in Patna, Monday PTI PHOTO

GANGA IN SPATE

NCW seeks ATR
as stalker burns
teenage girl to
death in J’khand
AGENCIES

Ranchi/Dumka, August 29: The
National Commission for Women
(NCW) Monday sought an action
taken report from the police within
seven days after a Class 12 girl who
was set on fire by a man in
Jharkhand’s Dumka district Sunday
succumbed to burn injuries at a
government hospital here. Tension
was palpable in the town Monday
as the news of  death spread.

The incident happened in Dumka
town August 23 when the accused,
identified as Shahrukh, allegedly
poured petrol on the woman from
outside the window of  her room
when she was sleeping and set her
on fire, the police said.

The deceased had been first ad-
mitted to Phulo Jhano Medical
College and Hospital in Dumka in
critical condition with 90 per cent
burns and later referred to RIMS.
The accused in the case has al-
ready been arrested.

The woman’s body was cremated
amid tight security in Dumka on
the banks of  the Mayurakshi river
Monday, police said.

The Jharkhand government
Monday handed over a compen-
sation of  ̀ 9 lakh to the next of  kin
of  the deceased teenager. Governor
Ramesh Bais announced an im-
mediate grant of  `2 lakh to the
family of  the victim from his dis-
cretionary grant, an official re-
lease said.

The chief  minister said the case
will be taken up by a fast-track court
for speedy disposal. “The Director
General of  Police has been directed
to submit an early report on the
progress of  the investigation, which
should be conducted by ADG rank
officer,” the CM said in a Twitter post.

In protest against the incident,
Viswa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and
Bajrang Dal had given a call for a
bandh in Dumka Monday. All shops,
business establishments, schools,
and colleges remained closed and
the movement of  long-distance
buses was also affected.

Protests erupted against the in-
cident with right-wing organisa-
tions staging demonstrations in
Ranchi and Dumka. Heavy security
has been deployed at all promi-
nent places of  Dumka town to avoid
any untoward incident. 



Los Angeles: The 2022 MTV VMA concluded at
the Prudential Centre in New Jersey. In addition
to the awards, host
Nicki Minaj was hon-
oured during the show
with the Video
Vanguard Award, while
the Global Icon Award
was given to the Red
Hot Chili Peppers, re-
ports Variety.

Performers for the
show included Rap
icons Eminem, Snoop
Dogg, K-pop sensation
Blackpink, Bad Bunny,
Anitta, Jack Harlow,
Kane Brown and oth-
ers.

Taylor Swift’s 10
Minute Version of  All
Too Well bagged the
video of  the year award
and also named the best
long-form video.

Billie Eilish was
feted with Song of  the
Year for Happier Than
Ever. Iconic American rock band Red Hot Chili
Peppers were awarded in the Best Rock category

for Black Summer with Artist of  the year being
conferred upon Bad Bunny.

Jack Harlow won the Song of  the Summer
for his First Class.  Nicki Minaj, Lil Baby
bagged the Best Hip-Hop award for Do We Have
A Problem?. Korean girl band Blackpink cre-
ated history as Lisa won Best K-Pop at the
2022 VMA’s for her song
Lalisa.

Harry Styles walked
away with the trophy
for Best Album for
Harry's House.

The roster of  win-
ners also included: Lil
Nas X and Jack Harlow
for Industry Baby in
the Best Collaboration
category; Seventeen’s
December 2021 per-
formance of  Rock With
You for Push
Performance of  the
Year; Blackpink The
Virtual and PUBG
for Best Metaverse
performance; Best
Pop for Harry Styles’
viral track As It
Was; Best R&B for
The Weeknd’s Out
Of  Time; and
Best New
Artist
award for
Dove
Cameron.

IANS

Mumbai: A new set of  stills re-
leased Monday from the
Rajkummar Rao and Huma
Qureshi-starrer Monica, O My
Darling, set to be streamed on
Netflix, shows the Maharani star
looking strikingly different from
her Rabri Devi-inspired home-
maker-turned-Chief  Minister char-

acter in the SonyLIV series.
Sharing the picture on Instagram,

Huma wrote in the caption: “Reason
to watch. Iska story achcha hai.”

The film is a neo-noir crime-
drama thriller directed by Vasan

Bala, who has earlier made films
like Peddlers and Mard Ko Dard
Nahi Hota, and has served as

Anurag Kashyap’s associate on
his films in the past. The team of
Monica, O My Darling joined
Films Day and spoke to the au-
dience about working together,

the unique genre and what went
behind the making of  the film.

Commenting on the occasion,
Vasan Bala said: “Monica, O My

Darling has been a dream project
for me and we cannot wait to entertain

everyone with this twisted crime com-
edy brimming with mystery and drama.” 

IANS

P2 BRITNEY LAYS BARE DETAILS 
OF HER CONSERVATORSHIP

leisure
Pop icon Britney Spears shared a new audio
message on YouTube Sunday evening to give an
in-depth look at her side of conservatorship that
makes bombshell claims against her family. The
video only has sound, but no picture, and does
not show the singer’s face talking on-camera.

The Wolf of Wall Street star Leonardo DiCaprio is
howling in pride as he showcased his incredible
weight loss while out and about in Malibu. The
actor, 47, sported a dressed-down look as he
strolled the sunny streets in a plain black t-shirt
and some beige cargo shorts.
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AQUARIUS
Aim. Shoot. Achieve. Today,
you will concentrate your
energies to execute your
plans with precision. Naturally, your work
progresses by leaps and bounds. By sun-
down, you will achieve far more than
everyone's estimation. 

PISCES
For you, today may all be work
and no play, says Ganesha.
This, however, will not stop
you from putting in extra efforts to finish
your pending projects and to meet your
deadlines. But then who else but a Pisces is
known to handle the pain nonchalantly with-
out bemoaning the lack of pleasure?

SAGITTARIUS
Today shall be a rather deci-
sive day, speculates
Ganesha. Situations that
have pushed you into a corner will force
you to make rash decisions. But take
stock of the situation and assess the
long-term consequences of your actions
beforehand, advises Ganesha.

LIBRA
Ganesha says that today
you shall be very careful in
money matters. It is nothing
to do with miserliness at all. When buying
things you will be careful while spending
money and will stick to your budget. On
the other hand when you are out with
your loved ones you will not think about
holding back and will spend lavishly. 

SCORPIO
It is likely that you shall
learn an important lesson in
life today. Remember that
spite and envy beget enemies. Ganesha
advises you to display some errors so as
to make you seem more human and
approachable.

LEO
Being good to oneself is not
vanity. To Ganesha, it
seems as if you take this
statement to heart, since it looks quite
possible that you make your personal
care number one priority today. On the
flip side though, you become aware of
the fact that the harder you try the more
it seems you have to. 

VIRGO
A heady mixture of work
and partying is on the cards
today. The parties may go
on well into the night. You will make the
right decisions today which will prove to
be vital in putting you on the road to suc-
cess. Ganesha says people will profit by
engaging you in their work.

GEMINI
Today, you may encounter
unusual challenges, says
Ganesha. You will come up
with new thoughts and tactics, which will
bring about positive changes and results.
Avoid any confrontation with those living
around you. Ganesha advises you to keep
your cool during the day.

CANCER
Financially, you may be in a
bit of a bother today.
Payment of bills, taxes and
loans may keep you busy for most part of
the day. You may even contemplate bor-
rowing money to meet the demands.
However, you are likely to receive one of
your pending payments, which will be
enough to get you out of the fix. Also, a
courageous business manoeuvre may
pay rich dividends, says Ganesha.

ARIES
Good news may bring cheer
to you today! A job, a wed-
ding, some profit... it could
be personal or professional. Giving your
best is almost a habit with you, says
Ganesha, and it will pay off today.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
It is more than likely that
you will emerge victorious
in all your meetings and
outings today, predicts Ganesha. Your
calm temperament will not let you flinch
in the face of pressure. It is in your best
interest to take some time to cope with
all the stress, advises Ganesha.

CAPRICORN
You are a bighearted person
and you love to help others
in every possible way. But,
people may take you for a ride, warns
Ganesha. You may realise that if you
would have been extra careful, you could
have stopped others take advantage of
you. By the end of the day, you will shake
off such negative feelings and be grateful
to the God for blessing you with all the
nice things in life.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

DICAPRIO STUNS FANS
WITH WEIGHT LOSS

Mumbai: Princess Diana’s life and
death continue to arouse curios-
ity and trigger speculation around
the world, 25 years after her death
in tragic circumstances in Paris.

A new audiobook, Diana -
Remembering the Princess, written
by her former bodyguard and
brought out as a tribute to the
‘People’s Princess’ on her 25th death
anniversary, has breathed fresh
life into the controversy over the pos-
sibility of  Diana’s death being the
result of  a conspiracy, and how she
kept hinting at people who were
keen to see that “I was not around”.

Written by Inspector Ken Wharfe,
Diana’s police protection officer,

and Ros Coward, author of  the of-
ficial book by Diana, Princess of
Wales Memorial Trust, highlights
her initial life, death and what hap-
pened after the funeral. It is narrated
by Emily Pennant-Rea and Wharfe.

Born July 1, 1961 at Park House,

Sandringham, Norfolk, Diana
Frances Spencer was the first wife
of  Charles, Prince of  Wales and
she was known for her kindness and
charity works. 

Princess Diana’s death in a car
crash in Paris was something that

made headlines and it was difficult
for many to believe it to be a natu-
ral death. Ken reveals: “Diana was
said to have made comments such
as ‘They need to get rid of  me’ and
‘They’d like it if  I wasn’t around’. Such
quotations hinted that she predicted
her own demise or even that she
correctly suspected she was at risk.”

After Diana's death, her funeral
took place the following day. Ken
elaborates what happened after
her death: “Many people were lost.
Many were distressed, but they
were also angry that the royal fam-
ily didn’t appear to care that they
had sealed themselves away, with
nothing seen or heard of  them.

“There was no personal state-
ment from the Queen, there were
no gestures of  loss or emotion.
The gulf  between them and their
subjects had never seemed wider
in the days after her death, while
the crowds continued to pour into
London to lay flowers at the gate of
Kensington Palace.”

The audiobook is available on
Audible.                                           IANS

Audiobook hints at conspiracy behind Lady Di’s death
Princess Diana’s death
in a car crash in Paris

was something that
made headlines and it
was difficult for many

to believe it to be a 
natural death

Huma’s sizzling 
transformation

MAHARANI TO MONICA

Chennai: Actress Samantha Ruth
Prabhu has always spoken about the
social media negativity that often
comes her way. She is quite a pro-
fessional as an actor and knows
her responsibility but of  late, she
is trying to keep herself  away from
Instagram and other social
media platforms, a source
reveals.

“There’s too much hap-
pening around and Sam
is a person who wants to
invest all energy on her-
self  and nothing else.
She is on social
media detox and
is prepping up for
her role in Russo
Brothers’ Citadel.
She is training in
martial arts as
a part of  her
prep,” it
adds.  

Otherwise a much active actor
on social media, it has almost

been a month since Samantha
has kept herself  away from up-

loading usual content.
“Expect a movie release

date announcement
soon by Sam of

her upcom-
ing film,”

the
source
further
says.  

IANS

Taylor Swift, Harry Styles, 
Billie Eilish big winners

MTV
VMAS
2022

Nominees throughout the categories
include Madonna, who is the most-
awarded artiste in VMAs history

with 20 wins, Beyonce, Harry Styles,
Bad Bunny, Adele and more

Samantha’s
on a social

media detox
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ASSUMING OFFICE

OPSC chairman Satyajit
Mohanty administers oath of
office to the commission’s new
member Sanat Kumar Mohanty
in Cuttack, Monday 

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 60,61,27,730  58,16,48,944 64,88,790  

India 4,44,15,723  4,38,02,993  5,27,799  

Odisha 13,27,150    13,16,172  9,174

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 29: The
state government Monday approved
10 investment projects worth
`2,005.89 crore that would generate
jobs for over 3,545 persons in Odisha.

The State Level Single Window
Clearance Authority (SLSWCA),
led by Chief  Secretary SC
Mahapatra, approved the proposal
of  Balento Enterprises Private
Limited to set up a 5 MTPA (million
tonne per annum) iron ore bene-
ficiation plant and 3 MTPA pellet
plant at Jhumpura in Keonjhar.
With an investment of  ̀ 775 crore,
the plants would provide jobs to over
314 persons.

A proposal of  Summa Real Media
Private Limited to set up a phar-
maceutical manufacturing and re-
search unit at Gothapatna in
Bhubaneswar against an invest-
ment of  ̀ 200 crore also received the
state’s nod. The project would gen-
erate employment opportunities

for over 1,280 people.
The SLSWCA also approved

the proposal of  Sanvira Industries
Limited to set up a carbon elec-
trode paste manufacturing plant
with 100,000-MT capacity at
Danagadi in Jajpur district. The
project, with an investment of
`205.44 crore, will create em-
ployment opportunities for 260
persons.

The proposal to set up a manu-
facturing unit of  chemicals by Sai
Bulk Bags Private Limited at
Paradip in Jagatsinghpur district
against an investment of  `135.95
crore was also approved by the
state government. The project will
generate employment opportuni-
ties for 301 persons.

The panel gave nod to a pro-
posal of  United Ferrocast Private
Limited to set up a 0.11 MTPA
ferro alloys plant at Barchana in
Jajpur district with an investment
of  ̀ 261.1 crore. The plant would pro-
vide employment opportunities

for at least 376 people.
Oriclean Private Limited’s pro-

posal to set up a manufacturing
unit for sauces, jams, jellies and mar-
malades at Tangi-Choudwar in
Cuttack also got a go-ahead. The
company will invest `88 crore for
setting up the unit that would cre-
ate jobs for 160 people.

DN Sea Shells Private Limited
will set up a shrimp processing
unit at Seafood Park in Deras area
of  Khurda district with an in-
vestment of  `50.40 crore. The
shrimp processing unit will gen-
erate 409 jobs.

The Chief  Secretary-led panel
also approved the proposal of
Runaya Aluminium Private
Limited for setting up a 5,000 MT
aluminium powder and pigments
plant in Jharsuguda with an in-
vestment of  ̀ 80 crore, generating
employment opportunities for 125
persons.

Mayfair Hotels and Resorts
Limited got the approval for
expansion of  Mayfair Palm
Beach Resort at Gopalpur-on-
Sea in Ganjam against an in-
vestment of  `85 crore. The ex-
pansion will create employment
for 120 persons.

Moreover, the committee ap-
proved the proposal of  Naresh
Kumar and Co Pvt Ltd for setting
up of  a warehousing-cum-logistic
park at Baghuapal in Jajpur district.
The company has proposed to in-
vest `125 crore and provide em-
ployment for 200 persons.

Notably, Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik is scheduled to meet diplo-
mats of  16 countries at New Delhi
August 31 and request them to im-
press upon the investors of  their
countries to invest in Odisha.

10 projects worth
`2,005cr okayed

BOOST TO INDUSTRY
n Balento Enterprises
Private Limited will set up a
5 MTPA iron ore 
beneficiation plant and 3
MTPA pellet plant at
Jhumpura in Keonjhar with
an investment of `775 crore.
The plants are expected to
create 314 jobs

n United Ferrocast Private
Limited will set up a 0.11
MTPA ferro alloys plant at
Barchana in Jajpur district
with an investment of `261.1
crore. The plant would pro-
vide employment 
for at least 376 people

RAZING DOWN

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 29: In a
scathing attack on the Centre, the
Congress party Monday said that
the Narendra Modi government
has failed to fulfil its promise of  good
days and instead it has delivered a
nightmare of  record price rise and
the highest joblessness in 45 years. 

Addressing a presser at Congress
Bhawan here, Congress MP Neeraj
Dangi said the Modi government’s
record during the last eight years
speaks volumes of  its perform-
ance. He said: “His misguided poli-
cies and deceitfulness have exac-
erbated the suffering of  the people.” 

Modi had tried to win the con-
fidence of  voters in 2019 by high-
lighting how essential items like
food grains, curd, lassi and but-
termilk were GST-free but in 2022,
his government imposed GST on
these goods. He used the Ujjwala
Yojana to win votes in 2019 but
soon after he eliminated cooking
gas subsidies. The price of  LPG

has more than doubled to over
`1,053-1,240 per cylinder and lakhs
of  consumers can no longer afford
to refill their cylinders. “These are
just two of  the many examples
where the Prime Minister deceived
the people of  India to win votes
and then stabbed them in the back
in line with his ’Doob Maro’ phi-
losophy,” he said.

The Modi government’s des-
peration to fill the coffers at any cost
has made the consumers to pay
through the nose. Imposition of
exorbitant fuel taxes is a classic
example of  this exploitation. The
global prices of  petrol, diesel and
LPG were much higher in 2013-14

than in 2021-22 but consumers pay
much more today for a litre of  fuel
or an LPG cylinder than they did
during the UPA rule.

“International prices of  crude oil
and LPG are decreasing for past few
months but the benefit has not
been passed on to the consumers,
whereas this government never
forgot to increase the prices of
petrol, diesel and LPG as and when
the international prices got in-
creased,” he added.

The Centre’s policy choices
have resulted in drastic deterio-
ration of  the unemployment sit-
u at i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n tr y.
Demonetisation and hasty GST
implementation had already dealt
a body blow to the economy. On top
of  this, the Modi government is
shutting down and privatising
PSUs and handing over prized
national assets to its cronies. The
government’s anti-youth policies
have led to 10 lakh vacancies in cen-
tral government, which is 24 per-
cent of  the total sanctioned posts.

Centre’s policies blamed 
for price rise, joblessness

An excavator engaged by CDA and CMC pulls down an illegal structure near Petanal in Cuttack, Monday OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 29: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik Monday ho-
noured prominent sports personal-
ities of  the state with Biju Patnaik
Award and also gave them a total cash
prize of  about `2.12 crore.

Patnaik in a special function
held here on the occasion of
National Sports Day, congratulated
all the sportspersons, coaches and
others linked to the sports activi-
ties. “It is a proud moment for us
to honour you all. I am sure the
achievements of  the sports per-
sons being felicitated today will
motivate more youth to take up
sports as a career,” he said.

Noting that sports is an impor-
tant medium towards the devel-
opment of  youth and society,
Patnaik said, “We are investing in
sports across the state and sup-
porting the sportsperson in their
endeavour to achieve excellence.”

Among the sportspersons who won
the prestigious Biju Patnaik Award
were weightlifter Jhili Dalabehera
and shooter Shriyanka Sadangi.

While coach Bishnu Mishra was
conferred with the Biju Patnaik
Sports Award for Excellence in

Coaching and received ̀ 1 lakh, a ci-
tation and a trophy, the Biju Patnaik
Award for Excellence in Sports
Journalism was conferred to
Benudhar Das. He received ̀ 50,000,
a citation and a trophy.

The Biju Patnaik Award for
Lifetime Achievement in Promotion
of  Sports and Games was given to
former Odia International cricketer,
Debasis Mohanty. He received `3
lakh, a citation and a trophy.

Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP)
bagged the Biju Patnaik Sports
award for Best Contribution to
Spor ts  and Games.  Atanu
Bhowmick, Director, RSP, received
`1 lakh, a citation and trophy on be-
half  of  the organisation.

Jatni Congress MLA Suresh
Routray received an award on be-
half  of  his son Siddhartha Routray,
who recently scaled Mt Everest. 

For their humanity and selfless
act of  courage and bravery 14-year
old Pratap Tarei and 10-year-old
Subhashree Rout were conferred
with the Biju Patnaik Bravery
Award. They received ̀ 1 lakh each,
a citation and a silver medal from
the CM. On this occasion, 53 mer-
itorious sportspersons and para-
sportspersons of  Odisha received

their appointment order for their
outstanding performance in their
sports disciplines and bringing
laurels to their state and nation.

Besides, 291 sportspersons were
felicitated with cash awards, for
their spectacular performance at the
national and international level.

Commonwealth Games 2022
medal winners in hockey, Amit
Rohidas and Deep Grace Ekka
were also honoured by Chief
Minister. While Amit received a
cash award of  ̀ 75 lakh for winning
silver, Deep received `50 lakh for
winning bronze.

Dutee Chand and Srabani Nanda
were felicitated for participation
in CWG 2022, Padmini Rout for par-
ticipation in FIDE Chess Olympiad,
Dinesh Kumar for participation in
CWG 2022 received `7.5 lakh each
from Sports Minister, Tusharkanti
Behera at the ceremony.

Similarly, Chess player Saina
Salonika received ̀ 1.5 lakh, football
player Tankadhar Bag received ̀ 2
lakh, Blind Chess player Soundarya
Pradhan received `2 lakh,
Wheelchair fencers, V Ramesh
Rao, Rakhal Sethy received ̀ 2 lakh
and Malati Panure received ̀ 3 lakh
for their achievements.        

CM felicitates sportspersons
with Biju Patnaik Award

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, in presence of Sports Minister Tusharkanti Behera, felicitates shooter Shriyanka Sadangi
with Biju Patnaik Sports Award 2022 at Lok Sabha Bhawan in Bhubaneswar, Monday  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 29: To
strengthen its fire-fighting wing, the
state government has decided to
form Striking Fire Force for quick
response during fire mishaps and
natural calamities.

Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik
Monday approved a proposal in
this regard after a thorough de-
liberation with senior officials of
concerned departments.

The Striking Fire Force, equipped
with state-of-the-art gadgets and
modern equipment, will ensure
speedy rescue operations during
various disasters, particularly fire
mishaps. As per the decision taken
at a meeting, there will be three
range headquarters of  the Striking
Fire Force in Cuttack, Sambalpur
and Berhampur. For each range
headquarters, 48 posts will be cre-
ated and the force will have a total
of  144 officers and personnel.

The force will have assistant fire
officers, station officers, assistant
station officers, havildar major,
driver havildar, havildar mechanic,
leading firemen and fireman driver. 

The striking fire force will also
play a crucial role in relief  and
rescue operations. During natural
calamities, man-made disasters
and accidents, the state fire service
organisation has been acting as a
‘First Responder’ to provide quick
and efficient service to the people.

Significant assistance is also
being extended by the Fire Services
to other states during natural
calamities. Therefore, there is a
need for a special force equipped
with modern skills and gadgets to
effectively tackle any calamity,
sources said.

Striking Fire Force
for quick response

Capital Foundation
Society to honour CM
Bhubaneswar: New Delhi-based Capital
Foundation Society will confer Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik with the pres-
tigious Capital Foundation Lifetime
Achievement Award in recognition of
his distinctive and outstanding leader-
ship qualities. Former Chief Justice of
India NV Ramana will present the award
to Naveen in New Delhi at India
International Centre Auditorium
September 4 in presence of other
guests, official sources said here
Monday. The Society has stated in its
document that under the leadership of
Patnaik, Odisha's transformative jour-
ney began and the state witnessed
rapid strides in every sector over the
next two decades. 

POST NEW NETWORK

New Delhi, August 29: The NITI
Aayog has praised the Odisha gov-
ernment for its flagship programme
‘Millets Mission’ which was
launched in 2017 to improve nu-
trition at the household level and
revive millet farming in the state.

The Chief  Minister’s Office
(CMO) Monday informed that the
United Nations World Food
Programme (UNWFP) and the NITI
Aayog have lauded the state gov-
ernment’s flagship programme.

“Odisha’s initiatives on in-
clusion of  millets in take home
ration have been appreciated by
NITI Aayog and UNWFP. Apart
from improving nutritional sta-
tus of  pre-school children and
reviving millet consumption, the
initiatives provide additional
source of  income to WSHGs,”
the CMO said.

The state government had
approved August 12 `2,808.40
crore for implementation of
Millets Mission for six years –

2021-22 to 2026-27. In the first
phase of  implementation in
2017-18, the program started in
30 blocks spread over seven dis-
tricts. In the second and third
phase, it has been successfully
implemented in 84 blocks of  15
districts. The state has extended
its area of  implementation to
142 blocks in 19 districts from
2022-23 onwards. 

State’s Millets Mission
gets NITI Aayog pat

Ex-ASI, retired SDO
convicted of bribery
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 29: The
special Vigilance court here Monday
awarded two years’ rigorous im-
prisonment (RI) to a former assis-
tant sub inspector (ASI), holding
him guilty of  demanding bribe
from a person for filing charge-
sheet in a case around eight years
ago. The convict has also been
asked to deposit a fine of  `6,000
and in case of  failure to pay the fine
he would serve additional jail term
of  six months. 

The convict identified as
Sashikanta Satapathy was posted
at Sarankul police station in
Nayagarh district in 2014.

One Baikunthanath Mohapatra
of  Pancharida Manpur had filed a
case (164/2013) at Sarankaul po-
lice station in 2013. However,
Satapathy deliberately delayed the
filing of  charge-sheet before the
court. He asked Mohapatra to pay
a bribe of  `2,000 for the purpose.
Later, Mohapatra lodged a com-
plaint with the Vigilance January
28, 2014. Based on the complaint,
Vigilance sleuths filed a case (1/2014)
and laid a trap to nab Satapathy red-
handed. On January 29, 2014, the
convict was caught red-handed by
a Vigilance team while accepting
money from Mohapatra at Sarankul
bus stand.  

The Special Judge, Vigilance
Satya Narayan Sarangi after going
through the statements of  nine
witnesses and other documents
held Satapathy guilty of  accept-
ing bribe. 

Similarly, the court of  additional
special judge of  Vigilance Monday
sentenced a retired SDO of  Gridco
to three years’ RI for accepting
bribe of  `1,500 from a business-
man to give electricity connection
to the victim’s commercial estab-
lishment in 1996. The convict has
also been asked by the court to pay
`20,000 as fine. 

The convict identified as Umesh
Prasad Das during his tenure as the
SDO (Electricals) in Gridco at
Khurda was caught red-handed
while accepting bribe from com-
plainant Rabi Narayan Das of
Saradhapur village. 

Umesh had earlier demanded
`1,500 from Rabi for the instal-
lation of  power supply to his
f l o u r  m i l l  a t  h i s  v i l l a g e.
Accordingly, Rabi also paid the
convict `1,000 but he insisted on
the payment of  the rest amount
before the installation. 

2 held with chameleon
Bhubaneswar: Forest officials, posing
as buyers, Monday nabbed two persons
for allegedly trying to sell a chameleon
for `1.50 lakh here. The arrest was
made from a park near Vani Vihar in the
Capital city, said Manas Ranjan
Mohanty, the forest range officer of
Bhubaneswar. Smuggling of
chameleons, which is listed under
Schedule 2 of the Wild Life Protection
Act, is illegal. The accused were identi-
fied as Rashmi Ranjan Das and Khiroad
Mohanty of Jagatsinghpur district.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 29: Lower
conviction rate continues to be the
biggest cause of  concern for Odisha
police. The latest ‘Crime in India
2021’ report released by the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) re-
vealed state police’s failure in im-
proving the conviction rate. 

In 2020, the courts in the state dis-
posed of  8,164 cases registered
under various sections of  the IPC
involving serious and heinous
crimes like murder and rape. As
many as 913 cases out of  8,164
ended in conviction while the ac-
cused persons were acquitted in rest
7,251 cases in 2020. The conviction
rate was 11.2 - the second lowest in
India after Assam. 

The NCRB report revealed that
the conviction rate dropped to 5.7
per cent in 2021 against 11.2 per
cent in 2020. 

The courts in the state disposed
of  more number of  cases under
IPC in 2021. Trials were completed
in 10,483 cases in 2021. Out of  this,

as many as 601 cases ended in con-
viction and the accused went scot-
free in the rest 9,882 IPC cases. 

On other hand, the state wit-
nessed a shameful drop in con-
viction rate in cases registered
under various Special and Local
Laws (SLL) like Arms Act, NDPS
AC T  a n d  I m m o r a l  T r a f f i c
(Prevention) Act. The conviction
rate dropped to 3.8 per cent in 2021

as against an impressive 40.1 per
cent in 2020. Odisha tops the list
among the states with poor con-
viction rate in 2021.  

In as many as 67 cases under the
SLL, the accused was convicted for
the crime while in 1,702 cases the
accused were acquitted. Trials
were completed in 1,769 cases reg-
istered under the SLL laws 
in 2021.  

Similarly, the conviction rate in
women related cases also further
slipped to 8.3 per cent as against 9.2
in 2020. Out of  2,313 cases in which
trials were completed in court,
only 193 cases ended in conviction
while in 2,120 cases the accused
were acquitted or went scot-free
due to inept policing.

While addressing the valedictory
session of  the 63rd senior police offi-
cers' conference in 2021, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik expressed his dis-
pleasure over the poor conviction rate
and urged the police to take all pos-
sible steps to enhance conviction rate
by using modern technology during
the investigation.

Poor conviction rate worrisome

The National Crime
Records Bureau report
revealed that the 
conviction rate dropped
to 5.7% in 2021 
against 11.2% in 2020



TUESDAY | AUGUST 30 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR P4

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k



c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

stateTUESDAY | AUGUST 30 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR
P5

Students of Saraswati Sishu Vidya Mandir in Keonjhar participated Monday in a game of Kho-Kho on the occasion of National Sports Day  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur, August 29: As the
groundwater level has been plum-
meting every year due to misuse,
the issue has become a cause for con-
cern for many in Ganjam district.
To deal with the problem, the ad-
ministration has decided to con-
struct 110 ‘Amrit Sarovar’ ponds
across Ganjam district. These types
of  ponds are developed under the
‘Jal Shakti Mission’ to increase
the groundwater level. 

Sources said that five such ponds
will be dug up in each block of  the

district. Notably, 15 Amrit Sarovar
ponds have already been inaugu-
rated in the district, August 15 as
part of  this initiative. Rainwater
will be harvested in these ponds.
The water will seep below the
ground thereby increasing the
level below the soil. 

According to officials of  the dis-
trict administration, such proj-
ects will play a crucial role in en-
suring proper supply of  drinking
water; provide irrigation facili-
ties apart from recharging the
groundwater level. 

Such projects have been included

under MGNREGS which means
scores of  rural labourers and job
card holders will also get a chance
to work and earn their livelihood,
officials said. They pointed out
that an Amrit Sarovar dug up on
an acre of  land is capable of  stor-
ing 10,000 cubic metres of  water.
They added that during the set-
ting up of  an Amrit Sarovar pond
more than 200 people will be em-
ployed over several days. 

“If  five such projects are exe-
cuted in a block, it will have the
right resources to retain 50,000
cubic metres of  water which will
be enough to cater to the irrigation
of  farmlands,” sources said.

“In many areas, farmers in
non-irrigated pockets have to
struggle to save crops when the
rainfall is not sufficient. In that
case, such projects will be very
handy. These ponds will help cre-
ate livelihood for rural popula-
tion, boost farming and ultimately
usher in economic growth of  the
region,” said Ganjam District
Collector Dibyajyoti Parida.
Executive officer of  Ganjam Zilla
Parishad V Kirti Vasan said that
work for the entire project is in
full swing.   

110 Amrit Sarovar ponds in Ganjam 
to augment groundwater level

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, August 29: Lack of
infrastructure and necessary equip-
ment has become a bane for
sportspersons in Ganjam district,
even though the National Sports
Day (August 29) was observed
Monday. The National Sports Day
is observed in memory of  the
hockey wizard Major Dhyan Chand

who was born on this day. 
Both the Centre and the Odisha

government have launched various
schemes for the development of
sports disciplines and sportsper-
sons. However, sportspersons in
this district alleged that the state
government is only laying stress on
development of  indoor sports. They
added nothing is being done for
the athletes who are talented in
outdoor events.  

Sources said that Silk City lacks
infrastructure required for events
like long, high and triple jump,
javelin and hammer throw and
discus. There are no tracks for
sprinters and long distance runners. 

As if  this was not enough, the

Berhampur Stadium which has
some facilities for athletes has also
been lying closed for the last four
years on the pretext of  develop-
ment. In this situation, the sportsper-
sons have no other option but to

train at the UCP Engineering School
ground here. However, the ground
is full of  shrubs and dense grass-
land making it very difficult for
sportspersons to train. 

Berhampur Municipal

Corporation (BeMC) authorities
are establishing indoor halls one
after the other calling it as a ‘de-
velopment for sports’. Two indoor
halls have been built at Ambapua and
Tulasi Nagar for promoting sports
like basketball, kabbadi, tennis and
badminton. These facilities have
been established despite the presence
of  an indoor stadium in Khallikote
University while constructions of  two
more are on at UCP Engineering
School  and Berhampur University,
some athletes alleged.

However, sources pointed out
that because of  this desire to pro-
mote some particular disciplines
of  sports, other events are suffer-
ing. Youths interested in various

athletics disciplines are not get-
ting proper training facilities due
to lack of  tracks and kits. 

For mer sportsperson and
Corporator (Ward No-32), Surendra
Kumar Moharana said that there
is a consensus among the corpo-
rators to work for the development
of  outdoor sports. He said a decision
in this regard will be taken in the
near future.

District athletics coach Surendra
Kumar Patnaik admitted that lack
of  infrastructure and training kits
are hampering the development of
sportspersons. He said if  proper
facilities are provided, athletes
from the district can win medals at
the national and international level. 

Lack of infra hits sportspersons hard in Silk City
Outdoor sports 

disciplines suffering the
most as athletes do not
have proper facilities  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Ganjam, August 29: An engi-
neering student was killed while
five others sustained critical in-
juries in a car crash at Agasti-
Nuagaon Square under this po-
lice limits in Ganjam district,
Monday morning. The deceased
was identified as Debraj, 32, who
was studying in Bhubaneswar. He
died on the spot. Five others who

were injured in the incident were
also from the same college. 

Sources said six students had
gone for an outing to the sea beach
of  Gopalpur in Ganjam district,
Sunday. They were returning to
Bhubaneswar when the car (OD-02-
BW-4276) in which they were trav-
elling hit the divider and crashed
into a truck (AJ-47-GA-1083) parked
on the other side of  the road. It
has been alleged that the mishap

occurred due to over-speeding and
negligence of  the driver.   

On being informed, Ganjam
town police station IIC Sudipta
Kumar Sahu and other personnel
reached the spot and rushed the in-
jured to the hospital and sent the
body of  the deceased for post-
mortem. The deceased and injured
youths are from Jharkhand. 

The mishap disrupted traffic on  the
National Highway for a long time.

Engg student dead, 5 critical in Ganjam road mishap Woman killed
in jumbo attack 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargaon, August 29: A woman
was trampled to death by a tusker
at Jharmunda village under this
block of  Sundargarh district,
Sunday night. The deceased was
identified as Kasturi Nayak (35), wife
of  Rama Chandra Nayak, in the vil-
lage. Rama Chandra who tried to
save his wife from the marauding
animal also suffered injuries.  

According to villagers, the tusker
first damaged Ram Chandra’s mud-
thatched house Sunday night. As
Ram Chandra and Kasturi tried to
flee, the pachyderm attacked them.
While Kasturi died on the spot,
Ram Chandra fell unconscious after
watching the horrific scene, vil-
lagers said. Thinking him to be
dead, the elephant did not attack
Ram Chandra. A few locals rescued
the injured Ram Chandra and
rushed him to a hospital in Bargaon.
His condition is stated to be stable.

On being informed, Forest de-
partment officials reached the spot
and sent the body for post-mortem.

TRADITIONAL GAME 

UCP ENGINEERING SCHOOL GROUND
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T he politics of  hide and seek and bus ride that has become a com-
mon feature in a few states in the country for some time is now being
reenacted in Jharkhand. Its beleaguered Chief  Minister Hemant

Soren, desperate not to lose his chair, held marathon meetings and even
took legislators on a bus and boat ride out of  Ranchi in order to keep his
flock together. 

The Opposition’s hope of  challenging the BJP’s growth and taking it
on in the general elections of  2024 in a spirited manner got a boost when
the Nitish Kumar-led Janata Dal (U) joined hands with the RJD to oust
the BJP from power and formed a new coalition government in Bihar. But,
the developments in neighbouring Jharkhand have caused a setback to
the credibility of  regional parties in providing a clean government. For,
the exit of  Soren looks almost certain, even if  he succeeds in hanging on
for the next six months taking advantage of  some Constitutional niceties.
The uncertainty has been created after the Election Commission rec-
ommended the disqualification of  Soren as MLA under the Representation
of  the Peoples Act, 1951. He has been found guilty of  misusing his posi-
tion while allotting a stone mining lease to himself  last year. The abuse
of  power not only smacks of  unbridled greed, but dashes to the ground
tall claims by the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha-led coalition government to
fight corruption and work for the people. The EC’s recommendation has
created the prospect of  political instability in a state which has wit-
nessed 11 governments in 22 years.

Soren has indeed sunk to a new low by awarding himself  a mining lease
as Minister for Mines in 2021. The BJP complained to the Governor
February 11, 2022, that the granting of  the lease violated Section 9(A) of
the Representation of  the Peoples Act. The Governor referred the com-
plaint to the Election Commission of  India (ECI) for its opinion as per
legal provisions. Subsequently, ECI wrote to the Governor last week that
Soren could be disqualified under Section 9(A). It is sad that he seems to
have learnt no lesson from the wrongs done by his father Shibu Soren.
Many today may not remember the utter stupidity of  Soren Sr who had
deposited a lot of  cash in his bank account which he had received to vote
for and help the then PV Narasimha Rao led Congress government at the
Centre to survive. There is a saying that goes ‘like father, like son’.
Hemant Soren committed an equally dumb act of  taking a mine in his
own name from his own ministry which proved, beyond doubt, his in-
volvement in the sordid deal. There are also two PILs pending against him
in the Jharkhand High Court. One of  these seeks a probe into the alleged
allotment of  mining lease for a stone quarry in a 0.88-acre land parcel in
the Angara Block of  Ranchi and alleged laundering of  money via some
shell companies reportedly linked to his family members. On June 3, the
High Court accepted the maintainability of  the PILs. It held that they were
perfectly in order. The Chief  Minister challenged the High Court order
in the Supreme Court and the apex court on August 17 reserved its order,
while staying the High Court proceedings. As if  this was not enough for
the coalition government of  Jharkhand, three Jharkhand Congress
MLAs were arrested in West Bengal recently with huge amounts of
money they had allegedly received to defect.

All these murky developments along with the arrest of  a high profile
Trinamool Congress Minister of  West Bengal in an education scam
bring much cheer to the BJP which can be checked only through a com-
bined Opposition formed with regional parties. But, the regional outfits
are digging their own graves through their acts of  opening laundries and
acting stupid.

O n 15 August, when India
was celebrating 75 years
of  Independence and PM

Narendra Modi was emphasizing
to respect women in our day to
day life in his speech from Red
Fort, his party’s government in
Gujarat was busy releasing 11
convicts of  the infamous Bilkis
Bano gangrape and kin murder
case. The convicts serving life
sentences in Godhra jail were re-
leased as part of  the state gov-
ernment’s remission policy. The
most shameful thing is that the con-
victs soon after their release were
accorded a hero’s welcome with
garlands, tilak and sweets by ac-
tivists of  Viswa Hindu Parishad.
This incident has given a big blow
not only to Bilkis Bano who has
fought a tough battle to get justice
by going against all odds, but also
to our criminal justice system. 

It is true that the convicts have
completed more than 14 years in jail.
However, the government released
them applying the 1992 remission
policy of  the state, which was
against the state’s own amended pol-
icy of  remission of  2014 and the
Centre’s guidelines about remis-
sion which categorically said that
people convicted of  heinous crimes
like rape, murder, terrorism cannot
be granted remission. All the 11

men convicted of  committing
heinous crimes like rape and mur-
der were allowed to walk free on
Independence Day. 

It is no doubt that the remission
was decided arbitrarily. The com-
mittee which has decided to grant
remission has ten members in-
cluding five official members. But
all the five private members of  this
committee are known BJP lead-
ers. One of  the members, who is also
the local MLA, said in an inter-
view that the convicts were re-
leased only for their ‘sanskar’ as
they belong to Brahmin caste. This
is an act of  a majoritarian state sig-
naling impunity for crimes tar-
geting some citizens. 

In April 2022, the Supreme Court
in a judgement said that while the
discretion rest with the govern-
ment to suspend or remit the sen-
tence, the executive power cannot
be exercised arbitrarily. The pre-
rogative of  the executive will be sub-
jective to the rules of  law. The fair-
ness in state action is embodied in
Article 14 of  the Constitution. This
shows the power of  remission can-
not be exercised arbitrarily. So the
decision to grant remission should
be fair, transparent and reason-
able. 

The arbitrary release of  the
convicts is not an isolated inci-

dent. It is part of  the communal
politics practiced by the ruling
dispensations both in Gujarat and
at the Centre. Under this regime
we have been witnessing in-
creasing violence against the
Muslim community while those
committing these crimes are pro-
vided with immunity. The then
Union minister Mahesh Sharma
honoured  the  ki l l er s  o f
Mohammed Akhlaq, who was
lynched in Dadri, Uttar Pradesh.
Similarly, a ‘tiranga yatra’ was
taken out by the BJP in support
of  the accused in the gangrape of
a seven-year-old Kashmir girl in
Kathua, Jammu & Kashmir.
Muslim women activists and in-
tellectuals were auctioned online
in the name of  ‘Sulli Deals’ and
‘Bulli Deals’ with impunity.
Mahant Bajrangi Muni openly is-
sued rape threats against Muslim
women.

We have seen that activists like
Teesta Seetalvad who fought for jus-
tice for the victims and survivors
of  the Gujarat riots and other cases
are being put behind the bars. The
Supreme Court has dismissed a
petition against the SIT report giv-
ing clean chit to the then Chief
Minister Narendra Modi in the
2002 Gujarat riots case. 

One should know that these 11

people were convicted with ample
evidence. Even the conviction was
endorsed by the highest court of  the
country. Again it was not just for
the gangrape of  Bilkis Bano and
her three-year-old daughter’s mur-
der. Three other women were also
raped and 14 members of  her fam-
ily were killed by these criminals.
They were targeted only for their
Muslim identity by none other
than their known neighbours. Now,
after their release the convicts will
be living besides Bilkis Bano’s
family for rest of  their lives. With
their release, the 20-year-old wounds
from the Gujarat riots have been
revived once again. Bilkis Bano
who survived the horrors of  the
communal violence, said: “I had
trusted the highest courts of  my
country. I had trusted the system
and I was slowly learning to live
with my misery. The release of
these convicts has taken away my
peace and also shaken my faith in
availing justice. This sorrow and
loss of  faith is not only for myself,
but for every woman who is fight-
ing for justice in courts.” This is
nothing but the travesty of  jus-
tice!

The writer is an 
Odisha-based columnist who

writes on contemporary issues.
Views are personal.

WHAT IF UKRAINE PREVAILS?
T

he Ukraine war and the
world’s reaction to it
will be a decisive factor
in shaping the global

political and economic order in
the decade ahead. In particular,
the Western allies’ actions, nar-
ratives, and planning regarding
both Russia and the role of  the
Global South in Ukraine’s post-
war reconstruction will indicate
what their long-term strategic
goals are. Does the West simply
want to see Russia defeated and
NATO enlarged and strength-
ened, or can it envisage a “victory”
in Ukraine that lays the founda-
tions for a world in which democ-
racy is more secure and global gov-
ernance more inclusive and
effective?

While the outcome of  the fight-
ing remains uncertain, the West’s
strategic aims, particularly how
it intends to treat Russia in the
event that Ukraine prevails, will
have huge consequences. The big
question is whether the allies will
seek to punish Russia as a whole
by imposing severe reparations or
instead target President Vladimir
Putin’s autocratic regime in a
way that limits the burdens im-
posed on the Russian people.

At the beginning of  the war, the
Western allies emphasised that de-
fending the United Nations
Charter and democracy were
their primary objectives. In late
spring, some US strategists and
officials advocated permanently
weakening Russia as a strategic
goal, although it is not clear
whether this would still be an
objective in the event of  regime
change in Russia.

While any overall settlement of
the Ukraine conflict must require
Russia to bear some part of  the re-
construction burden resulting
from a war that it started, the
severity of  the terms imposed on
the Russian people will have po-
litical ramifications. The harsher
the terms, the more likely it will
be that Russia embraces China
even more closely, so that a tight
Sino-Russian bloc becomes part
of  the postwar geopolitical order.

The effect of  such an alliance

should not be underestimated.
While China would be the bloc’s
center of  gravity, Russia’s rela-
tively small GDP (which is less
than that of  Italy) should not lead
one to dismiss the country’s sci-
entific capabilities, the size of  its
nuclear arsenal, its natural-re-
source wealth, and the strategic
importance of  its vast territory.

By pursuing measures that
treat the Russian people differ-
ently than Putin and his autocracy,
the world’s democracies might
hope to prevent a long-term out-
come in which Russia would be
“lost” to them. Banning all
Russians from entering the
European Union, as some poli-
cymakers now propose, is the
type of  measure that will push the
country toward China. And mis-
leadingly dividing the world into
democracies and autocracies
comes from the same ineffective,
polarising playbook. When deal-
ing with dictatorships like Putin’s,
a key element of  any successful
diplomatic strategy is to distin-

guish between political leaders
and ordinary citizens.

True, Russia’s veto power in
the UN Security Council made it
impossible for the UN to play a co-
ordinating role in countering
Russia’s aggression in Ukraine.
But the Western allies that as-
sumed that task made little ef-
fort to consult the Global South in
their decision-making, or to in-
volve it in the postwar planning
process.

It is of  course also true that
much of  the Global South ab-
stained from voting on the two
major UN General Assembly res-
olutions condemning Russia in
March. But the West should have
recognised that developing coun-
tries’ response to the war reflected
old and deep-seated reflexes –
namely, the bitter collective mem-
ory of  European colonialism and
recollections of  the Soviet Union’s
support for many of  these coun-
tries during the struggle for in-
dependence.

Moreover, the Lugano confer-

ence organised by the Western
allies in early July to launch a
platform for Ukraine’s recon-
struction did not include any
countries from the Global South.
One could argue that this was
primarily a donors’ meeting, but
it excluded rich Gulf  states and
included countries such as Albania
and North Macedonia, neither of
which is likely to be able to con-
tribute.

Rebuilding Ukraine will re-
quire hundreds of  billions of  dol-
lars. This effort thus risks di-
verting substantial aid from the
Global South, which is still try-
ing to get rich countries to fulfill
their longstanding pledge to pro-
vide $100 billion per year to sup-
port climate-change mitigation
and adaptation in poorer coun-
tries. It will also be interesting to
see the extent to which the pro-
curement rules for reconstruc-
tion projects in Ukraine will allow
non-donor developing countries
to bid effectively.

But it may not be too late for the
West to involve the Global South
– particularly countries like India
and South Africa, which have
good technical capacities in cer-
tain sectors – in Ukraine’s re-
construction. The West should
also include developing countries
in setting the rules regarding pos-
sible remaining sanctions against
Russia after the first phase of  a
settlement, as well as the regu-
lations governing frozen Russian
assets.

In the event that Ukraine pre-
vails, the West’s treatment of
Russia and its stance toward the
Global South during Ukraine’s
reconstruction will determine
whether the war’s outcome serves
as the launchpad for global
progress toward a more inclu-
sive and equitable multilateralism.
In the worst case, the West will
have achieved a pyrrhic victory
that ends up strengthening au-
tocracy and further deepening
global divisions.

The writer is a senior 
fellow at the Brookings

Institution. 
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A hero fears nothing, complains of
nothing and never gives away.

THE MOTHER

MISLEADINGLY
DIVIDING THE
WORLD INTO

DEMOCRACIES
AND 

AUTOCRACIES
COMES FROM

THE SAME 
INEFFECTIVE,
POLARISING

PLAYBOOK 

Kemal Derviş

WISDOM CORNER
Life is full of beauty. Notice it. Notice the bumble bee, the small
child, and the smiling faces. Smell the rain, and feel the wind. Live
your life to the fullest potential, and fight for your dreams.

ASHLEY SMITH

We live in a wonderful world that is full of beauty, charm and
adventure. There is no end to the adventures that we can have if
only we seek them with our eyes open. JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

Never lose an opportunity of seeing anything beautiful, for beauty is
God's handwriting.

RALPH WALDO EMERSON

GEOPOLITICS

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

THIS IS AN 
ACT OF A 

MAJORITARIAN
STATE SIGNALING

IMPUNITY 
FOR CRIMES 

TARGETING SOME
CITIZENS 

Bhalachandra Shadangi

Racist attack

Sir, This refers to the editorial “Plano, Texas,” Orissa POST, August 29.
The alarming verbal and physical attack on four Indian-American
women is the latest in an ever-expanding list of  crimes caused by racist
and xenophobic sentiments in the US. The women were racially abused
and physically smacked by a Mexican-American woman in a parking lot.
In April, a Sikh man was attacked with a hammer at his workplace in
New York by a Black man; the same month, a 75-year-old Sikh visitor from
Canada was severely injured during another racism-fuelled hate attack.
Though turbaned Sikh men bear the brunt of  the anger of  American big-
ots — the worst case in recent years was the attack on a Wisconsin gur-
dwara that left seven people dead in 2012 — surveys show that Indian-
Americans face racism on a regular basis.  Going forward, despite
electing a Black President and a coloured woman Vice-President, the US
polity is far from egalitarian — Blacks fare worse than other racial
groups in employment, wealth, education, home-ownership, healthcare
and incarceration. Indian-Americans, a successful immigrant group, are
prosperous and prominent because of  the high-profile management po-
sitions they reach — and this triggers the bigotry of  many other race groups. 

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Cong president

Sir, The Grand Old Party has
cleared the decks for the elec-
tion of  a new Congress pres-
ident  October 17.  The
Congress Working Committee
(CWC) meeting presided over
by interim chief  Sonia Gandhi
was attended by the entire
CWC, including former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.
Elections to the party presi-
dent’s post will be held if
there is more than one can-
didate in fray. The president’s
post has been the preserve
of  the Gandhis for over two
decades.

NJ Ravi Chander,
BANGALORE

Gone in seconds

Sir,  The demolition of  the
Supertech twin towers was nec-
essary to show that in India jus-
tice can be delayed but not de-
nied. The decision was welcomed
by all the citizens. The illegally con-
structed twin towers were de-
molished in seconds with the help
of  3,700 kg of  explosives at a cost
of  around `20 crore thus ending
a nine-year-long legal battle. This
was a successful operation as no
major change in air quality in
nearby areas was noticed and
there was minimal damage in ad-
jacent society. After this demoli-
tion there will be a full stop in
constructing of  illegal building.

Somya Agrawal, UJJAIN
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Bear up

It’s an ancient phrase, which has been used in various senses, often
literally to carry something up, or to be carried up by some force or

action (“he was borne up by the force of the explosion”). The sense
you mean, of staying cheerful in the face of adversity, could
conceivably be connected with the sea. In its sailing ship sense, to
bear up means to steer the ship more closely into the wind, a more
difficult and uncomfortable thing to do than the opposite, to bear off.
But the link between the sailing sense and the figurative one isn’t
particularly close, and it’s conceivable that it actually refers to
bearing one’s troubles, but in an elevated way that rises above the
discomfort, the opposite of feeling down (though to bear down has
quite another meaning, such are the peculiarities of English verbs).

Beefing

The verb beef has been in the language for a surprisingly long time
— it’s on record from the 1860s. We have to go back further to trace

the verb to its beginnings. In the early eighteenth century there was a
slang phrase to cry hot beef or give hot beef, which meant to raise the
alarm, to start pursuit or to set up a hue and cry. This may have been
based on a street hawker’s cry and to have been a pun on stop thief!
The New Canting Dictionary records in 1725, “to cry beef upon us: they
have discover’d us and are in Pursuit of us”. A few years later, the verb
beef by itself also meant to raise a hue and cry and this continued in
use well into the nineteenth century. The next step is a bit
disconnected, because the written evidence for it only begins to
appear in the 1860s and it doesn’t chart the way that beef had been
developing. One change was that beef became a general cry of alarm,
unconnected with theft, and then merely a shout or cry, a sense that
came out of the theatre and was later taken to Australia by emigrants.
At around the same period beef shifted to mean a complaint, thus
giving us the slang sense we have today. You gave your message the
punning subject line what’s the beef? That obviously comes from the
verb to beef and is still a common idiom meaning “what’s the
problem?” or “what’s going on?”, though it typically turns up in the
popular prints as a humorous reference to ranching, mad cow disease,
the Calgary stampede, McDonalds restaurants and related bovine
topics. Here’s a recent example: The Dallas Observer newspaper even
had a story about it more than a year ago, based on a press release
issued by the Houston-based chain. So, what’s the beef all of a sudden
(The Fort Worth Star Telegram (Texas), 9 Jan. 2011). We must, of
course, make a careful distinction between what’s the beef? and
where’s the beef? The latter, which questions the importance,
significance, inner meaning or substance of something, derives from
the early-1980s advertising campaign for Wendy’s hamburgers in the
US and Canada and briefly became a political slogan.

Blow to our criminal justice system
SPECTRUM SOCIETY
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, August 29: Senior Congress
leader and former Union minis-
ter Tariq Anwar Monday came out
in support of  the demand for with-
drawal of  general consent to CBI,
which is being raised by leaders of
the ruling Mahagathbandhan in
Bihar.

The AICC general secretary said
that Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar,
who was hamstrung earlier be-
cause he was a BJP ally, should
now take the step in view of  mount-
ing allegations of  ‘misuse’ of  cen-
tral agencies.

“Nitish Kumar should take a leaf
out of  the book of  many other states
and go for such a step. Misuse of  in-
vestigating agencies is a reality. He
may not have been able to take such
a decision earlier because he was
with the BJP. But now he must act,”
Anwar told PTI-Bhasha over phone.

He was reacting to demands hav-
ing been made in this regard by
many leaders of  the seven-party rul-
ing alliance of  which the Congress
is a part. The RJD, the largest con-
stituent, has been most vocal. Its top
leaders like Lalu Prasad, Bihar
Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav and
many close members of  their fam-
ily and key aides have been named
in cases lodged by the CBI.

The agency also raided many
premises owned by RJD leaders
last week on a day the new gov-
ernment in the state was seeking
trust vote.

“ED and CBI sleuths should be
forbidden in Bihar without ob-
taining due permission from the
state government. These agencies
have lost their credibility,” fumed
Uday Narayan Chaudhary, a sen-
ior RJD leader and two-time speaker

of  the state assembly.
The clamour has been criticised,

predictably, by the BJP, which al-
leged that attempts were being
made to protect a ‘corrupt’ RJD.

In a statement, BJP spokesman
Nikhil Anand has alleged that with-
drawal of  general consent to CBI
would also be against ‘principles
of  federalism’.

However, CPI national secretary
Atul Anjan scoffed at the contention
and asserted that it was the BJP
which stood guilty of  ‘infringing
upon cooperative federalism’.

“All states, including Bihar, should
withdraw such general consent as
the BJP has been using agencies for
the purpose of  political vendetta and
thrown the concept of  cooperative
federalism to the winds. These

agencies must, therefore, be al-
lowed only to investigate matters
wherein the respective state gov-
ernments have given consent,” said
Anjan. “Many states have with-
drawn such consent and there is no
reason why Nitish Kumar should
follow suit,” said the CPI leader
whose party supports the govern-
ment from outside.

Another ally, the CPI(ML), the
Left party with the largest pres-
ence in the state, concurred with
the sentiment.

“Agencies like CBI and NIA have,
indeed become tools of  persecu-
tion. These are being used arbi-
trarily which is unacceptable. The
Mahagathbandhan should build
a consensus so that government
could take suitable action,” said
CPI(ML) national secretary gen-
eral Dipankar Bhattacharya.

Chirag Paswan, former LJP
president who seems ambivalent
both towards the NDA and the
Mahagathbandhan, but is stoutly
opposed to the Bihar CM and his
uncle Pashupati Kumar Paras
who is a Union minister, was non-
committal.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, August 29: In spite of
Karnataka going through phases
of  social unrest, different parts of
the state witnessing revenge killings,
stabbing incidents, the capital city
Bangalore remained untouched
by the disturbing happenings.
However, the row over the Idgah
Maidan in Bangalore is threaten-
ing to derail law and order in the
city known as the Silicon Valley of
India.

The legal fight is over Idgah
Maidan, a 2.5 acre plot of  land in
Chamarajpet locality of  Bangalore,
between the Wakf  Board and the
Revenue Department. Hindu ac-
tivists are demanding permission
to celebrate the Ganesh Utsav at the
Maidan.

BJP national general secretary
CT Ravi has stated that if  namaz
is allowed, the Ganesh festival cel-
ebrations should also be allowed
there. The Chamarajpet Citizens’
Forum, which is waging a legal
battle and agitating for years, is
adamant to celebrate the Ganesh
festival there.

The Bruhat  Beng aluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) has
handed over the property to the
Revenue Department. The Wakf
Board is claiming that the deci-
sion of  the BBMP is against the rul-
ing of  the Supreme Court and ob-
tained a status quo order from the
Karnataka High Court.

Patapat Srinivas, an activist as-
sociated with the Chamarajpet
Citizens’ Forum, told IANS that
there can be no compromise on
the celebration of  the Ganesh fes-
tival at the Idgah Maidan. “The
legal fight will continue, we should

not have any problem worship-
ping our God,” he says.

When asked about the possibil-
ity of  violence, Srinivas said that
since the 1964 court order permit-
ting namaz at the site, no Hindu ac-
tivist has caused any trouble till
date. There should not be any trou-
ble if  the Ganesh festival is cele-
brated at the site.

A Karnataka High Court bench
headed by Justice Hemanth
Chandan Goudar has clearly asked
the Advocate General not to let the
controversy go the way of  the
Hubballi Idgah Maidan dispute,
which resulted in police firing.

Five persons were killed and
hundreds injured in the Hubballi
police firing in 1994. The incident
had resulted in large-scale violence
across the state.

Srinivas said that the Wakf  Board
is claiming the property over a
gazette notification of  1965, which
does not specify a survey number
and boundaries. The Supreme
Court had asked the Wakf  Board
to approach the local court over

the rights of  property. The BBMP
had given sufficient time to the
Wakf  Board to submit the rele-
vant documents and get the prop-
erty in its name. However, the Wakf
Board has failed to produce the
documents.

The High Court is taking up the
issue Se ptember 23.  The
Chamarajpet Citizens’ Association
has declared that if  not inside the
premises, they will install the
Ganesh idol outside the boundary
of  Idgah Maidan. The Bangalore
Urban District Commissioner has
made it clear that the status quo
order of  the court will be imple-
mented with the help of  the police.

An activist Shruthi Marulaiah
maintained that all this is politically
motivated, with an eye on the as-
sembly elections in 2023.

The ruling BJP is treading cau-
tiously on the Idgah Maidan row.
After hoisting the national flag at
Bangalore Idgah Maidan, the BJP
government is adopting a restrained
approach towards the celebration
of  Hindu festivals.

K’taka schools seek
PM’s intervention
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, August 29: In a fresh
trouble for the ruling BJP in
Karnataka, which is facing flak for
alleged corruption in Public Works
Department (PWD), two associa-
tions representing private un-
aided school managements have
raised the issue of  “rampant cor-
ruption” in the state education
department.

Together, Schools Management
Association (RUPSA),  and
Associated Managements of
Primary and Secondary Schools
in Karnataka (KAMS), in a let-
ter addressed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, have named the
state’s School Education and
Literacy Minister BC Nagesh.
RUPSA president Lokesh T
claimed that this is the third such
letter they have addressed to the
Prime Minister in this regard.

RUPSA also released an audio
recording purported to belong to
a Block Education Officer al-
legedly demanding bribe for pro-
cessing an application for renewal
of  a school’s recognition. RUPSA
members alleged that as much
as 50 per cent cut is demanded
by department officials to clear
RTE reimbursements.

RUPSA has alleged that ram-
pant corruption in the education
department has forced several
schools to the verge of  closure.
Despite several pleas to Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai and
Minister BC Nagesh, there is no
improvement in the situation, it
noted.

Echoing the RUPSA allegations,
the Associated Managements of
Primary and Secondary Schools in
Karnataka (KAMS), stated that
they had also recently written to
the Prime Minister about cor-
ruption in the state education de-
partment.

Clamour for withdrawing general
consent to CBI gets louder in Bihar

ED and CBI sleuths
should be forbidden in

Bihar without obtaining
due permission from the
state government. These
agencies have lost their
credibility 
UDAY NARAYAN CHAUDHARY | 
SENIOR RJD LEADER

Bangalore’s Idgah Maidan 
is a polarising time bomb
Hindu activists are demanding permission to celebrate the Ganesh Utsav at the Maidan 

People push a car stuck on the flooded Bangalore-Mysore highway following heavy monsoon downpour at Ramnagar, Karnataka, Monday. PTI PHOTO

Once a nursery of progressive
movements, Shivamogga
now a communal hotspot
The region is witnessing revenge killings and there

is no solution to the vicious cycle of violence 
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, August 29: The name
of  Shivamogga is synonymous with
socialist, farmer, Dalit and women
centric movements. The 1951 Kagodu
satyagraha by farmers demanding
ownership of  the land they tilled was
said to have paved the way for land
reforms in the country.

However, the region has come a
long way and is now turning into
a communal hotspot of  Karnataka.
The Ganeshotsav in Shivamogga
sees widespread violence, shoot
at sight orders have also been is-
sued after the 1980s. Now, the region
is witnessing revenge killings and
stabbing incidents.

Though political heavyweights
like former Chief  Minister BS
Yediyurappa, Home Minister Araga
Jnanendra, who come from
Shivamogga are playing an im-
portant role in state politics, they
are not able to find a solution to the
vicious circle of  violence that the
city has been trapped in.

Between 1950 to 1980, Shivamogga
saw a slew of  pro-people movements.
The people here questioned the sys-
tem of  manual scavenging, and
stood for social justice. Ram Manohar
Lohia, the socialist political leader,
visited Shivamogga to witness the
Kagodu agitation by farmers de-
manding their right over land.

According to  the  police,
Shivamogga has seen three com-
munal clashes in eight months.
The brutal murder of  Bajrang Dal
activist Harsha made national
news. It was followed by stabbing
incidents over the installation of
VD Savarkar’s statue. Prohibitory
orders were clamped for more than
eight days after the killing of
Harsha. The city came under cur-
few again following incidents of
stabbing during the celebration

of  the 75th Independence Day.
Congress MLA and state media

in-charge Priyank Kharge stated
that  the  BJP has  tur ned
Shivamogga into a communal lab-
oratory. If  the region from which
Home Minister Araga Jnanendra
hails witnesses three communal
clashes in 8 months, is it negli-
gence on his part or silent ap-
proval? The clashes have caused a
Rs 300 crore loss, he said.

Senior journalist NM Ravikumar
said that the greatest social revo-
lutions have been brought to the
region without any violence. Land
was taken away from religious
mutts and landlords and distrib-
uted to poor farmers. This land is
the birthplace of  Allama and Akka
Mahadevi.

Allama went on to create the
first parliament of  the world in
the form of  ‘Anubhava Mantapa’
challenging the caste system. Akka
Mahadevi is revered for her fight
for gender equality centuries ago.

He stated that the people of
Shivamogga rejected the violence
propounded by the naxal move-
ment in the 90s. “The BJP has
been the beneficiary of  commu-
nal clashes. Dalits and Muslims
have been the deciding factors in
the elections in Shivamogga city.
The clashes are polarising Dalit
votes towards the BJP, ensuring
its victory.”

Socialist leaders like the late
S Bangarappa, who hailed from
Shivamogga, went on to join the
BJP. The socialist leaders identi-
fied with the Congress party failed
to transfer the socialist ideology
to the next generation leading to
the rise of  Hindutva and the BJP,
he added.

Shivamogga has always been
identified as a land of  struggle
in the history of  Karnataka. 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Patna, August 29: In a joint op-
eration by the Telangana and
Nawada police of  Bihar August
13, four fraudsters including the
kingpin Mithilesh Prasad, were
arrested after a brief  encounter.

When interrogated, the joint
team was shocked to hear their
confessions.

Gaurav Mangla, the SP of
Nawada said: “The accused con-
fessed that they duped a number of
people of  crores of  rupees. The
police team recovered Rs 1.23 crore
from the house of  the kingpin apart
from two vehicles.”

“When the joint team raided the
village of  the kingpin, Bhawani
Bigha, four persons including
Prasad were seated in a car. They
fired at the police team and tried
to flee. The police fired at them
and arrested them after a brief
chase,” he said.

August 17, a joint team of  the
Bihar and Rajasthan police ar-
rested a person named Jitendra
Ram from his native village
Apsandh for his alleged involve-
ment in cyber fraud. The joint team
recovered several incriminating
documents, mobile phones and
SIM cards from his possession.

February 15, a joint team of

SWAT and Nawada police arrested
33 persons from Thalaposh village.
The team recovered three laptops,
over 3 dozen mobile phones and a
bike from their possession.

These are some of  the incidents
which prove that cyber fraudsters
are active in the region.

The naxal dominated Nawada is
located on the border of
Jharkhand’s Koderma district.
Due to it being a border district,
there are several places having
dual junctions where mobile tow-
ers frequently fluctuate. They some-
times catch the mobile towers of
Nawada and sometimes from
Koderma.

“The cyber fraudsters use this
technical glitch to hide their iden-
tities and actual locations. A cyber
conman belonging to Nawada can
use the mobile towers of  Koderma
to confuse investigators,” an offi-
cial of  the Economic Offences Wing
said.

The fraudsters generally have a
rural background but they are
skilled and trained to fool the peo-
ple of  the metros. They generally
victimise city people and many of
the victims lost small amounts.
They may file online complaints in
cyber cells but the police of  the
respective states hardly act in all
the cases. They generally take ac-

tion in cases where big amounts are
involved.

During the investigation in some
of  the cases, it appeared that the ac-
cused used to open bank accounts
in the name of  labourers and poor
people who did not know about
the fraud.

The accused are managing to
open fake accounts in large num-
bers. “On one occasion, when we
reached the house of  a person in
Nawada, we were shocked to know
that an illiterate labourer had a
bank account used in the transac-
tion of  money. When we charged

that he withdrew lakhs of  rupees
from his bank account, he revealed
that some persons who claimed to
be bank officials approached him
and took his Aadhar card, ration
card, BPL card, and thumb im-
pression on a plain paper to open
an account. Later, he received a
bank passbook. During verifica-
tion, we found that all the infor-
mation was correct but the bank
name and account number were dif-
ferent,” the official said.

“The accused had used the doc-
uments to open accounts at other
banks after little changes in the

address. The banks and mobile
wallet companies never go for phys-
ical checking of  individuals at the
time of  opening the account and mo-
bile wallets,” the official said.

The police investigation revealed
that the thumb impression was
taken on a plain paper and scanned
digitally. They used photoshop to
clean up the image and a polymer
chemical stamp machine to make
a rubber thumb.

“The dark side of  liberalisation
in the banking and financial sec-
tors has allowed the mushroom-
ing of  over 100 mobile wallet com-
panies in the country and conmen
frequently use it to dispose of  the
conned money. Shockingly, there is
hardly any method to zero in on the
accused. The success rate of  crack-
ing such cases is not more than
15%. The accused in some of  the
cases fall into the police net but it
is very difficult to recover the
money from them,” he said.

Patna based cyber expert Rakesh
Sharma said: “Selling bank ac-
counts in districts like Jamtara
and Dumka in Jharkhand, Nawada,
Sheikhpura in Bihar is a common
practice. The gangs operating from
these districts of  Bihar are differ-
ent from the notorious Jamtara
gang but they operate on almost the
same lines.”

Tech glitch allows cyber fraudsters to thrive 

GRAFT IN EDU DEPT 
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They (BJP) are talking about
the money with TMC leaders.

From where is the BJP getting thousand
of crores to dislodge elected state
governments in line of the Maharashtra
model. The BJP is parking money
abroad through hawala. The BJP has to
be defeated in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
MAMATA BANERJEE | WEST BENGAL CM

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
will be visiting UAE from August 31 to
co-chair the 14th India-UAE Joint
Commission Meeting (JCM) and 3rd
India-UAE Strategic Dialogue with his
counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed Al Nahyan

JAISHANKAR TO VISIT UAE
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The Union
government
made several

promises since the
2014 general
elections, but it never
fulfilled a single
promise. The prime minister had
promise house to every person in the
country, but the government failed
to fulfill it

SHARAD PAWAR | NCP PRESIDENT

of the
day uote 

Having been
engaged in a
dialogue with

Delhi CM Shri
@ArvindKejriwal,
who's by now in
habit of mocking at
other states, I'm of the view that we
should work on curing the disease of
disparity, and not mock poor states.
Can we have 5 Capitals of India, one
in every zone?

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

Everybody
knows violence
has taken place

in Bengal after the
Assembly elections
there. TMC have
been disobeying the
rule of law, while CPI (M) and
Congress remain silent spectators ...
BJP has become the spokesman of
the people of Bengal

J P NADDA | BJP NATIONAL PRESIDENT
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 29: Launching
a fresh attack on the Congress, its
former leader Ghulam Nabi Azad
Monday said the party needs med-
icines for treating it which are
being provided by compounders
instead of  doctors.

Azad also accused the leader-
ship of  not having time for setting
the organisation right and alleged
that Rahul Gandhi does not have
the aptitude or interest in politics.
Speaking to reporters at his resi-
dence, Azad who quit the party on
Friday last, alleged that the lead-
ership being projected in the party
in states is making party mem-
bers leave instead of  uniting them.

He also said that he will not join
the BJP as it will not help his pol-
itics in Jammu and Kashmir and
that he would soon set up a new
party there as assembly elections
could be announced anytime. "I
can only give my best wishes to

the Congress, but the Congress
needs medicines more than my
wishes. And, these medicines are
being provided to the Congress by
compounders instead of  doctors
and there is a need for specialists,"
he told reporters.

"The party leadership has no
time for setting things right in
the party. The Congress is giving
such leaders in states and pro-
moting those who are making
people quit the organisation rather
than uniting them with the party,"
Azad also said while attacking
the party leadership. He said the
party's foundation has turned
very weak and the organisation
can fall anytime and that is why
he along with some leaders de-
cided to quit it now.

"There are people who do cleri-
cal work in the Congress and do
plants against leaders," he said,
while attacking those who have at-
tacked him in the organisation."The

BJP cannot help me in politics in
Jammu and Kashmir. The BJP has
a separate constituency. Those
spreading such misinformation
are playing into BJP's hands and
this is Congress propaganda against
me," he said.

On post-poll alliance, Azad said
there are other parties also and
the new organisation can align
with them too. Continuing his at-
tack on Rahul Gandhi, he said, "It
seems he does not have the aptitude
for politics, as we tried to make
him into a leader and made many
efforts in this regard".

Azad also questioned the DNA
of  those who questioned him and
accused those leaders in the
Congress of  conspiring and "plant-
ing news" against party leaders
and thus weakening the organi-
sation. Hitting back, the Congress
accused Azad of  indulging in
"treachery" and said he was "di-
minishing himself" further.

‘Ailing’ Cong taking medicines 
from compounders: Azad

The party leadership
has no time for
setting things right in
the party. The

Congress is giving such
leaders in states and
promoting those who are
making people quit the
organisation rather than
uniting them with the party
GHULAM NABI AZAD I
FORMER CONGRESS LEADER

Azad said that he will not
join the BJP as it will not
help his politics in Jammu
and Kashmir and that he
would soon set up a new
party there as Assembly

elections could be
announced anytime

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi ,  August  29 :
Maharashtra reported the high-
est number of  suicides among all
the states in the country, followed
by Tamil Nadu and Madhya
Pradesh, in 2021, a year that saw
1,64,033 such cases across India.

According to a latest report of  the
National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), professional or career-re-
lated problems, a sense of  isola-
tion, abuse, violence, family prob-

lems, mental disorders, addiction
to alcohol, financial loss and chronic
pain are the main reasons behind
incidents of  suicide in the country.

A total of  1,64,033 suicides were
reported in India in 2021 -- a 7.2-per
cent increase compared to 2020
(1,53,052). The rate of  suicides has
increased by 6.2 per cent. "Majority
of  suicides were reported in
Maharashtra (22,207), followed by
18,925 suicides in Tamil Nadu,
14,965 suicides in Madhya Pradesh,
13,500 suicides in West Bengal and

13,056 suicides in Karnataka, ac-
counting for 13.5 per cent, 11.5 per
cent, 9.1 per cent, 8.2 per cent and
8 per cent of  total suicides re-

spectively," the report said.
These five states together ac-

counted for 50.4 per cent of  the
suicides reported in the country. The

remaining 49.6 per cent cases were
reported from the 23 other states and
eight Union territories. Uttar
Pradesh, the most populous state
(with a 16.9-per cent share of  the
country's population) has reported
a comparatively lower percentage
share of  suicidal deaths, account-
ing for only 3.6 per cent of  the sui-
cides reported in the country.

Delhi, the most-populous Union
Territory, has reported the highest
number of  suicides (2,840) among
the Union territories, followed by

Puducherry (504). A total of  25,891
suicides were reported in the 53
mega cities of  the country in 2021.

The rate of  suicide -- the number
of  suicides per one-lakh popula-
tion -- has been widely accepted
as a standard yardstick for com-
parison. The all-India rate of  sui-
cides was 12 in 2021. The Andaman
and Nicobar Islands reported the
highest rate of  suicide (39.7), fol-
lowed by Sikkim (39.2), Puducherry
(31.8), Telangana (26.9) and Kerala
(26.9).

Maharashtra reports highest number of suicides in India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 29: Video
footage of  BCCI secretary Jay Shah
appearing to turn down an offer to
wave the national flag after India
beat Pakistan in a thrilling cricket
match at the Asia Cup in Dubai
on Sunday has sparked a contro-
versy, with Opposition leaders tak-
ing a dig at him.

Several Congress leaders shared
the video footage on social media
and slammed Shah, who is Union
Home Minister Amit Shah's son.
Tagging the footage of  the Board
of  Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) secretary appearing to turn
down an offer to wave the flag,
Congress general secretary Jairam
Ramesh tweeted in Hindi: "I have
papa, keep the tricolour with you."

Congress leader Ajoy Kumar
also tweeted the footage and wrote
in Hindi: "Looks like the tricolour
was of  'Khadi'... Not of  'polyester'!"
Congress's Karnataka MLA Priyank
Kharge asked why would Jay Shah
refuse to wave the tricolour after
India's victory against Pakistan.

"Any Indian would have done so
reflexively. Did he want the Bhagwa
Dhwaja or BJP flag?" he asked. 

The Congress has been strongly
criticising an amendment of  the flag
code under which the national flag
can now be made of  polyester and
with the help of  machines.

Shiv Sena's Rajya Sabha MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi said "stay-
ing neutral as ACC (Asian Cricket
Council) president doesn't at any
point mean being disrespectful to

any nation's flag, especially your
own...."

In another tweet, Chaturvedi
said the tricolour in hand is a sym-
bol of  the resolve and loyalty to
the nation and to "dismiss" it in this
way is an "insult" to the country's
133 crore population.

Tagging the video, Trinamool
Congress (TMC) general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee tweeted: "The
prodigal prince knows not of  na-
tional pride. Jay Shah not wanting
to hold the national flag is symp-
tomatic of  the larger hypocrisy of
the ruling dispensation. They in-
dulge in theatrics, lack values.
Excel in jumlas, lack patriotism."

The prodigal prince
knows not of national
pride. Jay Shah not

wanting to hold the national
flag is symptomatic of the
larger hypocrisy of the ruling
dispensation. They indulge in
theatrics, lack values. Excel
in jumlas, lack patriotism
ABHISHEK BANERJEE I
TMC GENERAL SECRETARY

Oppn slams Jay Shah
over tricolour video

Indian graziers
stopped by Chinese
troops in Ladakh
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 29: Indian
graziers were stopped by Chinese
troops from moving ahead near
the Line of  Actual Control (LAC)
in the Demchok region of  eastern
Ladakh over a week ago, people
familiar with the development
said Monday.

There was no face-off  or con-
frontation between the Indian and
Chinese forces in view of  the in-
cident as such an objection by both
sides happen routinely, they said.

The people said some Indian
graziers were on the Indian side of
the LAC in the region but the
Chinese People's Liberation Army
(PLA) objected to their presence
claiming the area to be on their
side. The incident is understood
to have taken place on August 21.

"Such incidents happen in those
areas because of  differing per-
ceptions about the LAC by both
sides," said one of  the people cited
above, adding the incident figured
in subsequent talks between area
commanders of  the two armies.

The incident took place amid the
prolonged military standoff  between
the two sides at a number of  friction
points in eastern Ladakh. India has
been consistently maintaining that
peace and tranquility along the LAC
is key for the overall development of
Sino-India bilateral ties. 

The Indian and Chinese mili-
taries have held 16 rounds of  talks
to resolve the eastern Ladakh
border standoff  that erupted May
5, 2020.

Govt no to sharing...
Continued from P1

The ruling BJD leaders remain
tight-lipped over the issue.

Law Minister Jagannath Saraka
had told the Assembly July 16 that
if  any proposal is received to open
the ‘Ratna Bhandar’, the state gov-
ernment will take necessary steps
after examining different aspects.

Congress and BJP legislators in
the House had demanded an im-
mediate inventory of  items stored
in the treasury.

Gajapati Maharaja Dibyasingha
Deb, the titular king of  Puri, who is
also the chairman of  the Temple
Managing Committee, has sought to
open the treasury to clear doubts of
devotees over the presence of  assets.

The Archaeological Survey of
India, which looks after the main-
tenance of  Odisha’s most popular
religious site, had recently urged
the state government to open the
‘Ratna Bhandar’ for the physical in-
spection of  the structure.

“The Ratna Bhandar is located
in the basement of  the temple,
which should be inspected physi-
cally. The walls of  the treasury
may be damaged due to climate
impact on the structure. It must be
repaired immediately,” a senior
ASI official said. The temple has at
least two chambers of  its treasury.

The ‘Bahar Bhandar’ (outer
chamber) stores ornaments used
by the deities on a daily basis,
while many pieces of  jewellery
are kept in the inner chamber of
the treasury, according to temple
sources. An attempt was made to
open the inner chamber of  ‘Ratna
Bhandar' in April 2018 following a
directive of  the Orissa High Court,
but it was not successful as keys
were not found at that time. A team,
comprising ASI officials, priests
and others, then carried out an in-
spection from outside.

In the wake of  a statewide hue
and cry, Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik had constituted a judicial
commission headed by retired
Justice Raghubir Das to probe into
the missing key issue.

“Though the commission has
submitted its report to the state
government, we are unable to
understand why the findings of
the panel were not tabled in
the assembly so far,” senior
Congress legislator Santosh
Singh Saluja said. The com-
mission had in November 2018
submitted its 324-page report
to the Odisha government.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mathur a ,  August  29 :  T he
Government Railway Police have re-
covered a seven-month-old child, who
was stolen from a platform of  Mathura
junction six days ago, officials said
Monday, and have arrested eight peo-
ple, including a BJP corporator of
Firozabad Municipal Corporation.

"The arrested eight persons include
two ANMs, a corporator of  Firozabad
Municipal Corporation, and her hus-
band," SP Railways Mustaq Ahmad
said.  An infant named Sanjai was stolen

at about 4.00 am August 24 from platform
number 8/9 while his parents were
asleep, he said.  The infant was a son of
one Radha, a resident of  Parkham vil-
lage under Farah Police Station in
Mathura district, he said. On the basis
of  the CCTV footage, six teams in-
cluding a surveillance team and teams
from Agra and Mathura were formed
to work out the case, officials said.  

They found that one Deep Kumar of
Hathras had kidnapped the child from
the platform. According to the officials,
the act was the work of  an organised gang
which includes two ANMs - both posted

in Hathras. These ANMs, or Auxiliary
Nurse Midwife, looked for couples bereft
of  a male child as potential buyers, of-
ficials said.  The child has been handed
over to his parents, they said. The offi-
cials identified the accused as Prem
Bihari and Dayavati, who run a hospi-
tal in Hathras, Poonam and Vimlesh, the
ANMs, and Deep Kumar, who stole the
child, besides one Manjeet.  The child
was purchased by corporator Vineeta
Agrawal and her husband Krishna
Murari Agrawal for Rs 1.80 lakh, as
they wanted to have a male child, though
they had a girl child, officials added.

AFFIDAVIT
By an affidavit before
Notary Public,
Bhubaneswar, I have
changed my name from
OMANA NARELY
PYLOTH to TERESA
PARAKEL for all
purposes. 

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

AAP to go full throttle 
in Modi-Shah citadel

Was the ‘Congress- free India’
crusade of  the Narendra Modi-
led BJP a tactical mistake?

There seems every reason to believe so
as the Arvind Kejriwal- led Aam Aadmi
Party bares its fangs to take on the
BJP in a no-holds barred battle for
2024 when Prime Minister Modi seeks
re-election for a third stint. Fond of
flying solo, Kejriwal may be miles
from emerging as the numero uno
choice of  the combined Opposition
against the BJP supremo but that has
not stopped his organization from
hurling the proverbial hat in the ring.

AAP sources concede that it was
not its intent to take on the BJP but was
forced to re-configure its strategy after
the ruling party at the Centre went
for its jugular after the Punjab elections.
“If  a party helmed by the likes of
strongman Modi starts feeling inse-
cure from a fledgling political set-up’s
single state sweep, then it is either too
dictatorially intolerant of  opposition
or setting out on a self-destructive
course”, points out an AAP leader.

In fact, the AAP strategy was initially
aimed at replacing Congress as the
main opposition in the states where it
was strong. These included Punjab,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh. This was in a way,

furtherance of  the BJP cause of
Congress-mukt Bharat, but with
Satyendar Jain and Delhi deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia in the cross-
hairs of  the weaponized central agen-
cies, AAP decided to go full throttle in
the Modi-Shah citadel of  Gujarat.
August 17, AAP went direct, pitching
Kejriwal as the development messiah
alternative to Modi outlining a 5-point
national mission to make India num-
ber one in the world again. Kejriwal
termed it an ‘apolitical’ mission and
invited all political parties and faiths
to work on five key areas-free quality
education for 270 million school stu-
dents, good health care services, jobs
for every young, adequate compensa-
tion for farmers and equality, secu-
rity and respect for women.

If  Kejriwal’s targets were concrete
and rooted Modi’s five pledges an-
nounced from the Red Fort  two days
earlier set a 25 year timeline and

seemed to have gone from amorphous
to ethereal -uprooting all signs of
colonial slavery, exhibiting pride in
India’s heritage, safeguarding its
unique unity in diversity and push for
a self-reliant India and ensuring dig-
nity for women.

As AAP locks horns with the BJP ag-
gressively, its strategy of  a Congress-
free India is now being revisited though
in a muted manner since there is
awareness that it was Modi who had
evolved it leaving Home Minister Amit
shah to implement.

BJP’s concentration on freeing
India of  the Congress has provided
AAP just the opportunity to fill the
space as the principal opposition. It
was with this in mind that the AAP
was spreading its party network rap-
idly in Himachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Rajasthan, MP and Karnataka when
its victory in Punjab , sent alarm bells
ringing in the Modi establishment . The
m ove  t o  b row b e at  A A P  w i t h
Enforcement Department and CBI
weaponry has only seen it raise the
stakes rapidly to pitch Kejriwal against
Prime Minister Modi in 2024. Long
years in power may have blunted the
Congress ability to fight ‘dirty’ but AAP
has no such compunctions when it
takes on the BJP.

Gujarat
files

RK MISRA

UP BJP corporator, husband held for abducting infant
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Without settlement of
safeguard issues,
speaking about an
agreement has no
meaning
EBRAHIM RAISI | PRESIDENT, IRAN

Authorities in China’s southern city of
Shenzhen shut the world’s largest
electronics market of Huaqiangbei and
suspended service at 24 subway on
Monday in a bid to curb an outbreak of
COVID-19

WORLD’S LARGEST ELECTRONICS 
MARKET SHUT DOWN IN CHINA 
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international
I’m appalled by
the footage of
the hate-

motivated
harassment and
assault on four
women of Indian
descent and urge police to prosecute
the woman responsible to the full
extent of the law

RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI |
INDIAN-AMERICAN CONGRESSMAN

of the
day uote 

I request the
visiting IMF
team to focus

on protecting
economically
vulnerable groups in
the debt-ridden
island nation which is going through
the worst economic crisis.

DINESH GUNAWARDENA | PM, SRI LANKA

The next five to
10 winters will
be terrible if we

don’t do anything.
We must act at
source, at European
level, and work to
freeze gas prices

TINNE VAN DER STRAETEN

| ENERGY MINISTER, BELGIUM

IMF okays $1.17bn
bailout fund for Pak
Islamabad: Pakistan took a sigh
of relief as the IMF Monday
approved the revival of its
Extended Fund Facility (EFF)
programme after which the
cash-strapped country will
receive the 7th and 8th tranche
of $1.17 billion. The decision was
taken at the IMF’s executive
board meeting in Washington,
which would immediately
provide $1.17 billion to foreign
exchange starving Pakistan.
Pakistan and the IMF had signed
the $6 billion deal in July 2019
but the programme was derailed
in January 2020 and restored
briefly in March last year before
again going off the track in June.
The present government which
got power in April this year
began an effort to revive the
programme.  

Palestinian death
toll mounts to 85
Tubas: At least 85 Palestinians
have been killed in the West
Bank this year as Israeli forces
have carried out nightly raids
in cities, towns and villages,
making it the deadliest in the
occupied territory since 2016.
The military says the vast
majority were militants or
stone-throwers who
endangered the soldiers. The
tally, from the Palestinian
Health Ministry, includes
Palestinians who carried out
deadly attacks inside Israel.

Six killed in US in
separate shootings
Washington: Police in the US
city of Detroit launched a
manhunt Sunday for a suspect
believed to have shot four
people at “random”, killing
three of them, authorities
said. The Midwestern city’s
police chief, James White, told
media that the first three
victims -- two women and a
man -- were found shot
multiple times in separate
locations around the city in
the early hours of the
morning. The shootings
appear “to be very random,”
White told a press conference.

Lion kills man 
Ghana: A lion in a Ghana zoo
killed a man who scaled the
fence and landed in its
enclosure Sunday, wildlife
officials said in a statement.
The man was attacked by
the lion after jumping over
the security fences of the
zoo in the capital, Accra,
said the Forestry
Commission, the state
agency in charge of wildlife
in Ghana. “The intruder was
attacked and injured by one
of the lions, within the inner
fencing of the enclosure,”
the statement said, adding
that he had died of his
injuries. 

SHORT TAKES

ENGINE 
SNAG NASA postpones debut test flight of next-gen moon rocket

The maiden journey of the SLS-Orion marks the kickoff of NASA’s highly vaunted moon-to-Mars Artemis programme, the successor to the Apollo
lunar missions of the 1960s and ’70s. The programme was named for the goddess who was Apollo’s twin sister in ancient Greek mythology

REUTERS

Cape Canaveral, August 29: An
engine problem forced NASA
Monday to postpone for at least
four days the launch of  its colossal
next-generation rocketship on a
long-awaited debut test flight around
the moon and back 50 years after
Apollo’s last lunar mission.

The countdown was halted about
40 minutes before launch time as
the 32-story-tall, two-stage Space
Launch System (SLS) rocket and its
Orion crew capsule awaited liftoff
from the Kennedy Space Center
in Cape Canaveral, Florida.

The US space agency cited a prob-
lem on one of  the rocket’s main en-
gines, after launch teams had begun
filling its core fuel tanks with super-

cooled liquid oxygen and hydrogen
propellants. Mission engineers
struggled to properly condition that
engine to the right temperature for
launch, the agency said.

NASA did not give a new launch
date but said its first available
backup launch opportunity was
set for Friday, September 2.

Whether the agency sticks with
that date depends on how quickly
engineers can resolve the engine
issue. The subsequent launch op-
portunity is Monday, September 5.

The voyage is intended to put
the 5.75-million-pound vehicle
through its paces in a rigorous
demonstration flight, pushing
its design limits, before NASA
deems it reliable enough to carry
astronauts in a subsequent flight

targeted for 2024.
FIVE DECADES SINCE 
HUMANS LAST ON MOON

Billed as the most powerful, com-
plex rocket in the world, the SLS rep-
resents the biggest new vertical
launch system the US space agency
has built since the Saturn V rocket
flown during Apollo, which grew
out of  the US-Soviet space race of
the Cold War era.

If  the first two Artemis mis-
sions succeed, NASA is aiming to
land astronauts back on the moon,
including the first woman to set foot
on the lunar surface, as early as 2025,
though many experts believe that
time frame is likely to slip by a
few years.

The last humans to walk on the
moon were the two-man descent
team of  Apollo 17 in 1972, follow-
ing in the footsteps of  10 other as-
tronauts during five earlier missions
beginning with Apollo 11 in 1969.

The Artemis programme seeks
to eventually establish a long-
term lunar base as a stepping
stone to even more ambitious as-
tronaut voyages to Mars, a goal
that NASA officials have said will
probably take until at least the late

2030s to achieve.
SLS has been under develop-

ment for more than a decade,
with years of  delays and cost
overruns. But the Artemis pro-
gram also has generated tens of
thousands of  jobs and billions of
dollars in commerce under the pri-
mary contractors Boeing Co for
SLS and Lockheed Martin Corp
for Orion.

One issue cited by NASA offi-
cials last week as a potential show
stopper for Monday’s launch was
any sign during rocket fueling
that a newly repaired hydrogen
line fitting had failed to hold.
NASA officials said on Sunday
they were also eyeing a poten-
tial, but minor, helium leak in
launch pad equipment.

Florida blast-off had been
targeted for Monday

Artemis program seeks to
return humans to moon,
perhaps by 2025

Longer-term ambition is to
land astronauts on Mars

‘MONSTER MONSOON OF THE DECADE’ 

Death toll from Pak floods near 1,100
UNABLE TO COPE WITH ONE OF THE WORST CATASTROPHES, PAKISTAN SOUGHT INTERNATIONAL HELP AND THE WORLD
HAS RESPONDED, WITH HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND SOLIDARITY MESSAGES COMING FROM SEVERAL COUNTRIES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, August 29: The death
toll from the devastating floods in
Pakistan neared 1,100 Monday, as
international aid began to trickle
in following Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif-led cash-strapped
government’s desperate appeal for
aid to deal with the crisis that has
displaced 33 million or one-sev-
enth of  the country’s population.

Pakistan’s Climate Change
Minister Sherry Rehman called it
the “monster monsoon of  the
decade,” while Finance Minister
Miftah Ismail said the floods have
impacted Pakistan's economy by
$10 billion.

1,136 have been killed due to
floods and another 1,634 injured, ac-
cording to the latest data issued
Monday by the National Disaster
Management Authority, the chief
national organisation tasked to
deal with natural calamities.

Officials said the final death toll
could be much higher, a grim fore-
cast as thousands of  villages in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
remain cut off  from the rest of  the
country as swollen rivers destroyed
roads and bridges, the Express
Tribune newspaper reported.

Pakistan’s Energy Ministry
said that restoration of  power in
Sindh and Balochistan provinces
remained top priority, Geo TV
reported.

Citing an aide to Pakistani Prime
Minister Sharif, the BBC said the
country was desperate for inter-
national support.

“Pakistan has been grappling with
economic issues, but now just when
we were about to overcome them
the monsoon disaster hit,” Salman
Sufi said, adding that funding from
a lot of  development projects had
been rerouted to the affected people.

The US, UK, UAE and others
have contributed to a disaster ap-
peal, but more funds are needed, of-

ficials here say.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

on Monday said he was saddened
to see the devastation caused by the
floods in Pakistan and hoped for an
early restoration of  normalcy.

Last week, the UN said it had ear-
marked 2.6 million pounds for re-
lief  measures in the country.

The first Turkish plane with re-
lief  goods for flood victims arrived
Sunday. Similarly, the Turkish Red
Crescent Society is providing cash
assistance of  Rs 16,000 and 300 kits,
600 jerry cans, and 1,500 mosquito
nets to 300 families in Jafferabad.

Moreover, 100 tents and 1,000

blankets will be sent by air cargo
along with humanitarian aid by
the Ministry of  Interior, Disaster
and Emergency Management
Presidency of  Turkiye said.

The first flight from the UAE, car-
rying over 3,000 tonne of  relief
goods arrived at the PAF Base Nur
Khan Sunday.

At least 15 planeloads of  relief
goods from the UAE would land
in the country in the coming days.

Qatar Charity, a humanitarian
and development non-governmental
organisation, has delivered aid to
flood-affected Afghan refugees and
the underprivileged members of  the

host community in Balochistan,
in collaboration with the Provincial
Disaster Management Authority.

The aid has benefited more than
9,000 Afghan refugees and indi-
viduals from the host community.

The Pakistan government had
been trying to reach out to the af-
fected people by providing essen-
tial food items and shelters.

Prime Minister Sharif  plans to

visit affected areas in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province. Army
chief  General Qamar Javed Bajwa
visited flood-hit areas in Sindh’s
Khairpur Qambar-Shadadkot areas.

The annual monsoon, which
began June 14, is essential for ir-
rigating crops and replenishing
lakes and dams across the Indian
subcontinent, but it can also bring
destruction.

Pak mulls importing vegetables, 
other edible items from India
Islamabad: Pakistan’s Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail Monday
said the government can consider
importing vegetables and other ed-
ible items from India following
the destruction of  standing crops
due to massive floods, three years
after Islamabad downgraded trade
ties with New Delhi over the
Kashmir issue. Pakistan is wit-
nessing a massive surge in the
prices of  various vegetables and
fruits due to devastating floods
as the supply of  vegetables from
Balochistan, Sindh and south
Punjab has badly been affected be-
cause of  the disaster. Addressing
a press conference here, Ismail
said the government could “con-
sider importing vegetables and
other edible items from India” to
facilitate people after recent floods
destroyed crops across the coun-
try, state-owned Radio Pakistan re-
ported. When a journalist told

him that in the past, ministers
advocating trade with India had
to go home, Ismail said he was
not afraid of  it. “If  the supply is
affected, the import of  vegeta-
bles (from India) will have to be
opened. If  we have to import veg-
etables from India, we will do so,”
he said. Pakistan downgraded its
trade relations with India in
August 2019 after India’s decision
to revoke Article 370 that granted
a special status to Jammu and
Kashmir.

If the supply is
affected, the import

of vegetables (from
India) will have to be
opened. If we have to
import vegetables from
India, we will do so
MIFTAH ISMAIL | 
FINANCE MINISTER, PAKISTAN

ABOUT 1,051,570 HOUSES WERE TOTALLY OR PARTIALLY
DAMAGED, LEAVING MILLIONS WITHOUT ACCESS TO FOOD,

CLEAN DRINKING WATER AND SHELTER

AROUND 7,19,558 LIVESTOCK ARE ALSO DEAD, AS MILLIONS OF
ACRES OF FERTILE FARMLANDS HAVE BEEN INUNDATED BY

WEEKS OF CONSTANT RAINS

THE INITIAL ECONOMIC LOSSES FROM FLOODS IN PAKISTAN
COULD REACH AT LEAST $10 BILLION

Nepal seeks to pause 
Gurkhas’ recruitment 
under Agnipath plan
REUTERS

Kathmandu, August 29: Nepal has
asked India to halt its recruitment
of  Gurkhas into the Indian army
under a new scheme for shorter mil-
itary contracts until it was clear
what would happen to them when
they retired, an aide to the prime
minister said Monday.

An agreement between London,
New Delhi and Kathmandu after
India’s independence from colonial
rule in 1947 allowed India and Britain
to continue to recruit Gurkhas, who
have served in the British army
since 1815 under a deal struck with
the British East India Company.

Tens of  thousands of  Gurkhas
now serve in the Indian army, in-
cluding in counterinsurgency op-
erations in the Himalayan terri-
tory of  Kashmir and the
northeastern states.

In June, India unveiled a re-
cruitment policy called Agnipath,
or “path of  fire”, aimed at enlist-
ing young men into the military on
short four-year contracts to lower
the average age of  its 1.38 million-
strong armed forces. 

Gurkha soldiers have histori-
cally served for much longer terms
in both the Indian and British
armies.

Nepali Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s foreign affairs
advisor, Arun Subedi, said the re-
cruitment of  Gurkhas would be
“withheld for the time being” as po-
litical parties in Nepal discussed
the future of  the Gurkhas after
their retirement.

“Nepal wants to be clear whether
the Agnipath scheme will apply
for the recruitment of  Nepali na-
tionals... and about their fate after
retirement at the end of  four years
of  service,” Subedi told Reuters.

Last week, Indian foreign min-
istry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said India had been recruiting
Gurkha soldiers to the Indian army
for a long time and looked forward
to continuing to recruit them under
the new scheme.

Violent protests erupted in India
in June following the announce-
ment of  scheme, as thousands of
young men attacked train coaches
and burned tyres. 

IAEA mission heads to Zaporizhzhia N-plant 

REUTERS

Zaporizhzhia, August 29: A team
from the UN nuclear watchdog
headed Monday to Ukraine’s
Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant, the
agency’s chief  said, as Russia and
Ukraine traded accusations of
shelling in its vicinity, fuelling
fears of  a radiation disaster.

“We must protect the safety and
security of  Ukraine’s and Europe’s
biggest nuclear facility,” Rafael
Grossi, director-general of  the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), said in a post on
Twitter. A team of  IAEA inspec-
tors he is leading will reach the

plant on the Dnipro river near
front lines in southern Ukraine
this week, Grossi said.

The IAEA tweeted separately
that the mission would assess phys-
ical damage, evaluate the condi-
tions in which staff  are working at
the plant and “determine func-
tionality of  safety & security system”.
It would also “perform urgent safe-
guards activities”, a reference to
keeping track of  nuclear material.

The Kremlin said Monday the
IAEA mission was “necessary”

and urged the international com-
munity to pressure Ukraine to re-
duce military tensions at the plant.

The United Nations, the United
States and Ukraine have called for
a withdrawal of  military equip-
ment and personnel from the nu-
clear complex, Europe’s largest,
to ensure it is not a target. But the
Kremlin again ruled out with-
drawing its forces from the site.

With fears mounting of  a nu-
clear accident in a country still
haunted by the 1986 Chornobyl

disaster, Zaporizhzhia authorities
are handing out iodine tablets and
teaching residents how to use them
in case of  a radiation leak.

Captured by Russian 
troops in March but 

run by Ukrainian staff,
Zaporizhzhia has been a

hotspot in a conflict that has
settled into a war of attrition 

UN inspectors to visit
Ukraine reactor

complex this week

UN watchdog’s
director-general

Grossi heading mission

Russia, G7 both
welcome IAEA

mission to Zaporizhzhia 

Russian strikes kill
eight civilians in

Donetsk -governor

CLASHES ERUPT AFTER IRAQI 
SHIITE CLERIC QUITS; 3 DEAD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Baghdad, August 29: An influen-
tial Shiite cleric announced Monday
he would resign from Iraqi politics,
prompting hundreds of  his angry
followers to storm the government
palace and sparking violent clashes
with security forces in which at
least three protesters were killed.

Medical officials said at least 15
protesters were wounded by gun-
fire and a dozen more were injured
by tear gas and physical altercations
with riot police in the protests that
followed the announcement by
Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr.

Iraq’s military announced a na-
tion-wide curfew and the caretaker
premier suspended Cabinet ses-
sions in response to the violence.

Iraq’s government has been dead-
locked since al-Sadr’s party won
the largest share of  seats in October
parliamentary elections but not

enough to secure a majority gov-
ernment. His refusal to negotiate with
his Iran-backed Shiite rivals and
subsequent exit from the talks has
catapulted the country into political
uncertainty and volatility amid in-
tensifying intra-Shiite wrangling.

During Monday’s violence, hun-
dreds of  protesters pulled down
the cement barriers outside the
government palace with ropes and
breached the palace gates. Many
rushed into the lavish salons and
marbled halls of  the palace, a key
meeting place for Iraqi heads of
state and foreign dignitaries.

POLITICAL TURMOIL

UKRAINE STARTS
COUNTER-OFFENSIVE
Ukraine announced Monday the
start of a long-awaited counter-
offensive to retake territory in the
south seized by Russian forces
since their invasion six months
ago, a move reflecting Kyiv’s
growing confidence as Western
military aid flows in. “Today we
started offensive actions in various
directions, including in the Kherson
region,” Ukrainian public
broadcaster Suspilne cited
southern command spokeswoman
Natalia Humeniuk as saying. Russia
rapidly captured swathes of
Ukraine’s south near the Black Sea
coast, including the city of
Kherson, in the early phase of the
war in stark contrast to its failed
attempt to capture the capital Kyiv.
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Realistically I think we need to
use oil and gas in the short

term, because otherwise civilisation will
crumble. One of the biggest challenges
the world has ever faced is the transition
to sustainable energy and to a
sustainable economy. That will take
some decades to complete
ELON MUSK | FOUNDER, TESLA

Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd,
India’s second-largest oil refining and
fuel retailing firm, plans to scale up its
renewable energy portfolio to 10 GW by
2040 - the year it is targeting net-zero
carbon emission, chairman Arun Kumar
Singh said Monday

BPCL TARGETS NET ZERO BY 2040
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We are doing
Free Trade
Agreements

(FTAs) where we are
looking at duty-free
access for all these
products. So we can
create international acceptance of
these products

PIYUSH GOYAL |
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

of the
day uote 

We are there in
terms of
volumes with

generic products. We
are already exporting
medications in
containers. I wish the
industry in the coming days will
come with innovative products
where one small envelope of
formulations is equal to a container
in terms of value

MANSUKH MANDAVIYA | UNION MINISTER

24 companies
from 10
countries,

including India have
evinced interest in
selling petroleum
products in Sri
Lanka’s petroleum sector

KANCHANA WIJESEKERA |
MINISTER OF POWER AND ENERGY, SRI LANKA

BEML privatisation
likely by Dec qtr
New Delhi: The government is
likely to invite financial bids
for the privatisation of BEML in
the December quarter, an
official said. Earlier this
month, the corporate affairs
ministry approved the
demerger of land and non-core
assets of BEML to BEML Land
Assets Ltd. The official said
that every shareholder of
BEML will get shares in BEML
Land Assets and the process
of demerger would be
completed by the end of
September or early October.
“Once the demerger process
gets over by September-end or
by early October, the financial
bids for strategic sale of BEML
would be invited,” he said.

Govt scraps CEL sale
to Nandal Finance
New Delhi: The government
has decided to scrap sale of
Central Electronics Ltd (CEL) to
Nandal Finance & Leasing as
the selected bidder had failed
to disclose its ongoing
litigation in the NCLT, an
official said. Meanwhile, the
government has decided to
take a call on strategic sale of
Pawan Hans after a clarity on
the pending case against
Almas Global Opportunity Fund
SPC, the lead member of the
winning bidder consortium,
emerges next month. In
November last year, the
government had approved sale
of CEL --  a public sector
enterprise under the
Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research (DSIR) --
to Delhi-based Nandal Finance
& Leasing for Rs 210 crore.

LTTS bags 5-year
deal from BMW 
Mumbai: L&T Technology
Services (LTTS) has bagged a
multi-million-dollar deal from
BMW Group for the European
premier car maker’s hybrid
vehicles, a statement said
Monday. LTTS, as part of the 5-
year deal, will provide high-
end engineering services for
the company’s suite of
infotainment consoles
targeted for its family of
hybrid vehicles, the
engineering services company
firm said in the statement. 

Merc-Benz India
gets new MD&CEO
New Delhi: German luxury
carmaker Mercedes-Benz
Monday named Santosh Iyer as
the Managing Director & CEO
of the Indian operations with
effect from January 1, 2023.
Iyer, 46, is currently working as
Vice President, Sales &
Marketing and would be the
first Indian to lead Mercedes-
Benz India operations. 

SHORT TAKES

India’s status as world’s fastest growing major economy to be short-lived

REUTERS

Bangalore, August 29: India
likely recorded strong double-
digit economic growth in the last
quarter but economists polled by
Reuters expected the pace to more
than halve this quarter and slow
further toward the end of  the
year as interest rates rise.

Growth this quarter is pre-
dicted to slow sharply to an annual
6.2% from a median forecast of
15.2% in Q2, supported mainly

by statistical comparisons with a
year ago rather than new mo-
mentum, before decelerating fur-
ther to 4.5% in October-December. 

The median expectation for
2022 growth was 7.2%, according
to an August 22-26 Reuters poll, but
economists said that the solid
growth rate masks how rapidly the
economy was expected to slow
in coming months.

“Even as India remains the
fastest-growing major economy,
domestic consumption will per-

haps not be strong enough to
drive growth further as unem-
ployment remains high and real
wages are at a record low level,”
said Kunal Kundu, India econo-
mist at Societe Generale.

The economy has not grown
fast enough to accommodate some
12 million people joining the
labour force each year.

Meanwhile the RBI, a relative
laggard in the global tightening

cycle, is set to raise its key repo
rate by another 60 basis points
by the end of  March to try to
bring inflation within the tol-
erance limit.

That follows three interest rate
rises this year totalling 140 basis
points, and would take the repo
rate to 6.00% by end-Q1 2023.

While the central bank’s man-

dated target band is 2%-6%, in-
flation was expected to average
6.9% and 6.2% this quarter and
next, respectively, before falling
just below the top end of  the range
to 5.8% in Q1 2023. That is roughly
in line with the central bank’s
projection.

“Despite signs of  a cool-off  in
price pressures ... it is premature
to go easy on the inflation fight
given considerable uncertainties
from geopolitical risks and hard
landing risks in major economies,”
said Radhika Rao, senior econo-
mist at DBS.

The economy is also enduring
inflation pressure from a weak
rupee, which for months has been
trading close to 80 to the US dol-
lar, a level the central bank has
been defending in currency mar-
kets by selling dollar reserves.

India, Asia’s third-largest economy, is grappling
with persistently high unemployment and inflation,

which has been running above the top of the
Reserve Bank of India’s tolerance band all 
year and is set to do so for the rest of 2022

By supporting growth
through investment,

the government has only
fired on one engine while
forgetting about the impetus
which domestic consumption
provides. This is why India’s
growth is still below its pre-
pandemic trend
KUNAL KUNDU | 
ECONOMIST, SOCIETE GENERALE

Growth this
quarter is

predicted to slow
sharply to an annual
6.2% from a median
forecast of 15.2% in Q2

The latest Reuters
poll also showed

India’s current
account deficit
swelling to 3.1% of
gross domestic
product this year, the
highest in at least a
decade

BLOODBATH ON DALAL STREET

Sensex sinks as Fed roils markets
INVESTORS HAD ALREADY GOT THE WIND OF BEARISH UNDERTONE FOR THE START OF THE WEEK AFTER THE
US FED CHAIRMAN’S SPEECH FRIDAY TALKED ABOUT FURTHER RATE HIKES GOING AHEAD TO TAME INFLATION

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 29: Equity
markets buckled under selling
pressure on Monday as an intense
sell-off  emerged in IT, teck and
banking stocks amid a bearish
trend overseas following hawk-
ish comments from the US Federal
Reserve.

A depreciating rupee and spurt
in the global crude oil prices also
dampened market sentiment, an-
alysts said. After tumbling over
1,460 points in early trade, the
BSE benchmark Sensex tanked
861.25 points or 1.46 per cent to set-
tle at 57,972.62. During the day, it
tumbled 1,466.4 points or 2.49 per
cent to 57,367.47.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty fell
246 points or 1.4 per cent to
17,312.90.

Rate-sensitive stocks declined
as Federal Reserve Governor
Jerome Powell’s comments fu-
elled expectations of  more ag-
gressive US rate hikes to fight run-
away inflation, according to the
analysts.

Tech Mahindra was the biggest
loser in the Sensex pack, shed-
ding 4.57 per cent, followed by
Infosys, Wipro, HCL Technologies,
Tata Consultancy Services, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Tata Steel, Axis
Bank, ICICI Bank and State Bank
of  India.

On the other hand, Maruti,
Nestle, Asian Paints, ITC, M&M

and Hindustan Unilever were
among the gainers. In the broader
market, the BSE midcap gauge
declined 0.80 per cent and small-
cap index fell 0.57 per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral in-
dices, IT fell the most by 3.34 per
cent and teck declined by 3.14 per
cent. The other laggards were
bank, finance, metal, realty, and
basic materials.

A total of  2,048 stocks declined,
while 1,453 advanced and 202 re-
mained unchanged.

Elsewhere in Asia, markets in
Seoul, Tokyo, and Hong Kong set-
tled lower, while Shanghai ended
marginally higher.

Stock markets in Europe were
trading lower during mid-session
deals. The US markets had ended
significantly lower Friday.

“The sell-off  in emerging mar-
kets like India was exacerbated by
concerns over the possible with-
drawal of  foreign funds, which
was the backbone of  the recent
market rally,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of  Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

After hitting an all-time low,
the rupee recovered some of  its
losses to settle 10 paise down at
79.94 (provisional) against the
US dollar.

Meanwhile, the international oil
benchmark Brent crude climbed
0.79 per cent to 101.8 per barrel.

Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) offloaded shares worth Rs
51.12 crore Friday, according to
exchange data.

` bounces back
from record low
Mumbai: After hitting all-time
low, the rupee recovered some of
its losses to settle 10 paise down
at 79.94 (provisional) against the
US dollar Monday, tracking the
strength of the American
currency and firm crude oil
prices. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 80.10 and fell
to its all-time low of 80.15 against
the US dollar in intra-day trade.
The local unit finally settled at
79.94 a dollar, down 10 paise
over its previous close of 79.84.
On July 20, the rupee for the first
time closed below the 80-mark
at 80.05 against the American
currency. Three traders, two at
state-run banks and one at a
private sector bank, told
agencies that RBI was selling
dollars to arrest rupee’s slide.
According to Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas, the rupee
depreciated and touched an all-
time low on a strong dollar and
deteriorating global risk
sentiments. “We expect the
Rupee to trade on a negative
note on the strong Dollar and
weak global market sentiments.
Concerns over global economic
slowdown and inflation worries
may also put pressure on
Rupee,” Choudhary said.

INVESTORS’ WEALTH FALLS BY `2.39L-CR
New Delhi: Equity investors’ wealth fell by `2.39 lakh crore Monday in
line with a weak trend in the global equity markets. Tracking the
weakness in global equities, the market capitalisation of BSE-listed
firms eroded by `2,39,781.58 crore to `2,74,56,330.02 crore.

Sensex tanked 861.25 points or
1.46 per cent to settle at

57,972.62

NSE Nifty plummeted 246 points
or 1.4 per cent to 17,312.90

Energy, FMCG and oil & gas
ended in the green

Global stocks fell,
treasury yields

climbed and global
currencies lost ground
against the dollar on Monday
as investors took fright
following hawkish comments
from some of the world’s
most powerful central banks
DEEPAK JASANI | HEAD OF RETAIL RESEARCH,
HDFC SECURITIES

WITH `2.75L-CR INVESTMENT

Reliance prepares
for massive battle 
with Adani Group

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 29: Billionaire
Mukesh Ambani on Monday an-
nounced a Rs 2.75 lakh crore in-
vestment plan to expand and di-
versify his $221 billion-empire by
rolling out 5G services from
October, adding capacity in the
core oil and chemical business
and taking on rival Gautam Adani
with a foray into FMCG sector.

Ambani, 65, also identified the
businesses his three children will
lead in clear signs of  succession
planning at India’s most valuable
company.

At the same AGM, his daughter,
Isha, who he identified as the leader
of  the retail business, announced
the company’s foray into the fast-
moving consumer goods (FMCG)
industry. He, however, insisted he
isn’t retiring yet and will “con-
tinue to provide hands-on leader-
ship as before”.

Ambani said Reliance will part-
ner with Qualcomm Inc to provide
cloud-based 5G network solutions
for businesses, and with Meta
Platform Inc to integrate his group’s
online shopping platform JioMart
on WhatsApp, to allow users to

browse and purchase groceries
and other household products with-
out leaving the popular messag-
ing app.

Reliance will invest Rs 75,000
crore in expanding capacities in the
core petrochemical and oil business,
Ambani said.

It will add a fifth Giga Factory
of  power electronics in addition to
the four Giga Factories for solar pan-
els, energy storage, electrolysers and
fuel cells announced last year.

Ambani, who built Reliance into
India’s largest company by market
value, has been diversifying the pow-
erhouse conglomerate beyond its
fossil fuel-led businesses and towards
technology and renewable energy.

Adani Wilmar, which manu-
factures edible oil to packaged
food items, is India’s largest FMCG
company ahead of  HUL.

Reliance Retail, India’s
largest retailer, will take on

a rival group headed by
Gautam Adani, who has in
recent months raced past

Mukesh Ambani to become
the nation’s richest man

Reliance to work with Google to
develop ultra-affordable 5G

phones

Ambani introduces daughter Isha
as leader of group’s retail

business

Ambani identifies Anant as
leader for new energy business

States’ borrowing cost continue to fall
This was the third consecutive week of lower-than-indicated issuance since the release of the double
tranche of tax devolution August 10, (Rs 1.2 lakh crore) relative to the amount released in July 2022

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 29: States’ bor-
rowing cost fell for the second con-
secutive week on Monday, with the
weighted average cut-off  easing
by 4 bps to 7.67 per cent from 7.71
per cent in the last auction when
it slid by 7 bps.

The yield on the benchmark 10-
year G-secs also declined in the
week by 4 bps to 7.23 per cent from
7.27 per cent last Tuesday, Icra
Ratings said Monday. 

The weighted average cut-off  of  the
10-year state debt also eased to 7.61
per cent at Monday’s auctions from

7.66 per cent last week. Accordingly,
the spread between the weighted
average 10-year state debt and new
10-year G-secs yield mildly fell to 38
bps from 39 bps, the agency said.

At Monday’s auction, six states
(Andhra, Bihar, Haryana, Kerala,
Punjab and Tamil Nadu) raised

Rs 14,000 crore, 43 per cent lower
than Rs 24,500 crore initially indi-
cated for this week. This was the
third consecutive week of  lower-
than-indicated issuance since the
release of  the double tranche of
tax devolution August 10, (Rs 1.2
lakh crore) relative to the amount
released in July 2022.

The cumulative state debt is-
suance of  Rs 2.2 lakh crore by 22
states so far is 12 per cent lower than
the year-ago level when it was Rs
2.5 lakh crore. Moreover, the ac-
tual issuance so far in FY23 is 33 per
cent below the indicated level of  Rs
3.3 lakh crore.

4 cities in top tech 
hubs in Asia Pacific 
after Beijing: Report
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 29: Bangalore
ranks second after Beijing on the
list of  top technology hubs in the
Asia Pacific region, according to
property consultant Cushman &
Wakefield.

In its latest report ‘Tech Cities:
The Global Intersection of  Talent
and Real Estate’, the consultant
has identified tech markets based
on 14 criteria across talent, real
estate, and business environ-
ment metrics.

The report has identified
“Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad,
and Delhi as the top technology
hubs in the APAC region after
Beijing”, the consultant said.

Bangalore leads India with
2,30,813 tech job creation dur-
ing the last fiscal, followed by
Chennai with 1,12,781, Hyderabad
with 1,03,032 and Delhi with
89,996 jobs.

“The IT and tech-driven sectors
remain the key driving force for the
Indian economy,” said Anshul Jain,
MD, India & South East Asia.

Bangalore is one of  the largest
contributors to office space leasing
with an average share of  25-30 per
cent in annual pan-India leasing ac-
tivity between 2017 -2021.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Colombo, August 29: Sri Lanka
Monday said it will privatise the
country’s loss-making national car-
rier as the cash-strapped govern-
ment “can no longer afford to inject
money” into running the airline.

The government is looking to sell
a 49 per cent stake each of  the
SriLankan Airlines’ catering and
ground-handling units in efforts to
restructure the state-run carrier,
while 51 per cent will be retained
under state hold, Aviation Minister
Nimal Siripala de Silva told reporters.

“This restructuring is essential
as the government can no longer
afford to inject money into run-
ning the airline,” he said. “Annually
the government has been provid-
ing the airline between $80 billion
to $200 billion to run its opera-
tions,” de Silva said.

The minister said the revenue
from the sale of  the catering op-
eration can be used to pay off  debt
amounting to $80 million that was
obtained by mortgaging its shares,
as well as some other loans.

The airline’s debt currently
amounts to $1.226 billion (LKR 401

billion), he said.
The airline, formed in 1979 as Air

Lanka, was rebranded Srilankan
Airlines under the management
control of  Emirates in 1998. In 2007,
the government took back control
of  it from the Emirates.

Srilankan Airlines is among
over 190 state-owned enterprises
that are making huge losses.

Without retaining a 51 per cent
stake in the airline, Sri Lanka
might lose ownership of  the com-
panies to be sold, Economy Next
news website quoted minister de
Silva as saying.

“But if  the investors are Sri
Lankan nationals, we can go for
more. There are many rich people
in Sri Lanka, they can come to-
gether as a syndicate or with air-
lines and offer a bid,” he said.

RUNS OUT OF MONEY

Lanka to privatise 
its national carrier 

CENTRAL BANK HOLDS GREEN INITIATIVE IN GMU
Bhubaneswar: A green initiative was taken to renovate the herbal gar-
den in the campus of  GM University in a joint venture with Central Bank
of  India and GM University by N Nagaraju, Vice Chancellor. Jugaleswari
Dash, Registrar and Uma Charan Pati, Deputy Registrar from GM University
along with Smruti Ranjan Dash, General Manager-HR, Central Office, Mumbai
and Sukesh Kumar Jha Regional Head, Samablpur from Central Bank, SR
Dash, GM-HR, Central Bank also addressed the students of  the university. Central Bank of  India, Sambalpur
Region organised a Mega Credit Camp under Cent Kranti Abhiyan at Hotel Apsara, Sambalpur on the visit
of  Smruti Ranjan Dash, General Manger-HR, Central Office, Mumbai in presence of  Sukesh Kumar
Jha,Regional Head, Sambalpur. In the Mega Credit Camp around Rs 27 crore loan was disbursed to more
than 800 beneficiaries. Sanctioned letters are also given to beneficiaries where loan ware sanctioned
under agriculture, MSME and retail sector. Dash, also addressed the gathering and emphasized the need
of  credit growth for region as well as for bank as a whole.
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Madrid, August 29: With a de-
fender moving in front of  him
and blocking his view inside the
area, Robert Lewandowski stayed
calm. The veteran striker patiently
waited for a gap, then quickly
used his backheel to gently send
the ball into the far corner for a
beautiful goal.

Lewandowski continues to make
scoring look easy after joining
Barcelona from Bayern Munich.
Barcelona’s top signing this sea-
son found the net twice Sunday
to lead the Catalan club to a 4-0
rout of  Valladolid in the
Spanish league.

Real Madrid relied
on Karim Benzema,
their trustworthy striker
for years, to maintain a perfect
start with their third straight
away victory. Benzema scored in
the 88th minute and deep into
stoppage time to give the defend-
ing champions a 3-1  win at
Espanyol.

It was the third league goal for
Benzema, while Lewandowski
took his tally to four. The Poland
striker had also scored a double
in the 4-1 victory at Real Sociedad
last weekend. He was also twice
denied by the woodwork at the
Camp Nou Sunday. 

Pedri Gonzalez and Sergi
Roberto also scored for Barcelona,
which had opened with a disap-
pointing 0-0 draw against Rayo
Vallecano at home.

The 34-year-old Lewandowski,
signed from Bayern for nearly
USD 50 million, got on the board
in the 24th by completing a nice
pass by Raphinha, another one
of  Barcelona new signings who has

been play-
ing well.

Pedri added to the lead in the
43rd from near the penalty spot
after an assist by Ousmane
Dembele,  who a lso  set  up
Lewandowski’s superb backheel
goal in the 64th. Roberto closed the
scoring in stoppage time.

Barcelona finally could count
on Jules Kounde, who had not
been registered ahead of  the first
two rounds because the club was-
n’t able to abide with the league’s
fair play regulations. The former
Sevilla defender started in the
right back position and impressed
in his debut. His goalline clearance
was the highlight of  his per-
formance.

REAL STAY PERFECT
Real were a few minutes away

from losing its perfect record
when Benzema came through

with  two late  goals
against Espanyol.

Real were far from
their best but Benzema
helped to salvage the
win with a nice close-
range touch to complete
a well-placed cross by
Rodrygo. Benzema
than easily converted
a  fre e -kick  a f te r
Espanyol defender
Leandro Cabrera had
to play in goal be-
cause goalkeeper
Benjamin Lecomte
was sent off  and all

substitutions had
been made.

Vinicius

Junior had put Real ahead in the
12th and Joselu equalised for the
hosts in the 43rd. It was the third
match in a row on the road for
Real, who asked to start away
from home because of  renova-
tion work at their Santiago
Bernabeu Stadium. The team will
be back at the venue for their
match against Real Betis Saturday.

VILLARREAL HELD
Villarreal ended their perfect

record with a 0-0 draw at Getafe,
which was yet to win a point this
season. Unai Emery’s Villarreal
had most of  the scoring chances.
A penalty kick in its favor deep into
stoppage time was reversed after
video review.
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Auba attacked by
robbers at home
BARCELONA: A group of masked
men broke into the house of
Barcelona forward Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang and attacked and
robbed him early Monday, the
club said. Barcelona confirmed
the incident and said the player
and his wife were doing well.
Authorities told the Spanish daily
‘El País’ that Aubameyang was hit
and forced to open a safe where
the couple kept jewelry. The
attackers allegedly threatened
him and his wife with guns and
iron bars. Authorities said at least
four men entered the player’s
home and then escaped in a car.

LEWA STAMPS
BARCELONA
AUTHORITY

Neymar saves 
PSG the blushes
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Paris, August 29: Neymar won
and scored a penalty as Paris
Saint-Germain rallied to draw 1-
1 at home to Monaco and stay in
first place in the French league.

Neymar Sunday latched onto
Lionel Messi’s pass down the left
and cut inside central defender
Guillermo Maripan, who appeared
to catch him with an outstretched
leg. 

The referee waved away PSG’s
penalty claims but then awarded
the kick following a video review.
Neymar used his usual staggered
run-up to confuse goalkeeper
Alexander Nuebel before casu-
ally guiding the ball inside the
left post. It was Neymar’s sixth goal
in the league and eighth goal in
five games overall.

PSG has 10 points and leads on
goal difference from bitter rival
Marseille and northern side Lens.

Monaco rode their luck at times
but closed down PSG well early on,
denying space to its famed at-
tacking trio of  Messi, Neymar
and Kylian Mbappe, then took
the lead in the 20th.

After recent signing Mohamed
Camara tackled Messi near the
halfway line, Russia midfielder

Aleksandr Golovin sent a pass
into the path of  German striker
Kevin Volland, who held off  cen-
tral defender Presnel Kimpembe
before striking a low shot into
the bottom right corner.

PSG’s strike force had netted 17
league goals in the three previous
league games under new coach
Christophe Galtier, but did not
hit the target until Mbappe’s tame
shot in the 37th. 

PSG then struck the post twice
in first-half  injury time, with
Messi’s curler from 20 meters clip-
ping the left upright and bounc-
ing to Mbappe, who rushed his shot
and hit the base of  the right post.

Marquinhos conceded a clumsy
corner right at the start of  the
second half  and, minutes later,
Monaco striker Wissam Ben
Yedder went close with a lob for
12th-place Monaco after goal-
keeper Gianluigi Donnarumma
rushed off  his line. Nuebel made
a fine stop to deny Neymar in the
59th but was well beaten on his
penalty.

Meanwhile, coach Igor Tudor’s
new-look Marseille is looking
good as Alexis Sanchez scored
twice and his team won 3-0 at
southern rival Nice in an earlier
game.

RIGHT ON THE MONEY: Neymar strikes from the spot for PSG’s equaliser
against Monaco, Sunday

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Guwahati, August 29: Odisha
FC (OFC) became the second team
to make it to the quarterfinals in
the Durand Cup after registering
a comfortable 3-0 victory over
Sudeva Delhi FC (Sudeva) in a
Group D game at the Indira Gandhi
Athletic Stadium here Monday.

Spaniard Saul Crespo scored a
brace, while Jerry got the third to
hand the Juggernauts a third suc-
cessive win in the tournament. All
the goals came in the first half.

Both Saul and Jerry have also
scored three times now for Josep
Gombau’s side who have scored 11
goals without return in their three
group games. They take on Army
Green in their final group game.

The opening for OFC came in the

19th minute when off  a Sahil
Panwar corner, Crespo rose to head
in despite having markers on the
job. OFC had begun to take control.

In the 39th minute, a delightful
ball from Raynier Fernandes found
Crespo again, but this time he had
more to do. He took a few steps
forward to shrug off  his marker,
bent his knees slightly to attack
the header low and deflected it
from the near post, across the
keeper into the far post.

A minute later Nandha Kumar
Sekar struck from distance and
given that the shot went through
a maze of  feet, perhaps unsighted
Sudeva keeper Kabir Kohli who
reacted a tad late to block the shot.
The rebound however fell too kindly
for Jerry, to miss getting his third
of  the tournament.

Crespo brace guides
Odisha FC into last 8

SIMPLY AUDACIOUS: Robert Lewandowski (in red-blue) back-heels for his second goal against Valladolid, Sunday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Karachi, August 29: Severe crit-
icism of  Pakistani cricketers is
expected after a loss to India but the
experts were rather kind to the
players after Sunday’s narrow de-
feat against the arch-rivals in the
Asia Cup in Dubai.

“The reaction to losing to India
has not been the usual criticism be-
cause in the build up to the match
the camaraderie shown by players
of both teams towards each other was
brilliant while our team also fought
hard till the final over,” Pakistan’s
former captain Moin Khan said.

The match was as watched by
millions in Pakistan despite the
tragic loss of  lives and destruc-
tion caused by the torrential mon-
soon rains and flash floods all over
the country. In Karachi itself, big
screens were installed all over the
city for the game which ended in
a thrilling fashion.

“It was a great match and closely
fought and I think the Pakistan
team even without Shaheen Shah
Afridi performed like a champion.
Unfortunately we missed the serv-
ices of  a fourth pace bowler,” for-
mer Test spinner Iqbal Qasim said.

He said had Pakistan scored 15-
20 runs more, they could have won
the match. “Our young pace bowlers
specially Naseem Shah and
Shahnawaz Dahani bowled bril-
liantly and with so much heart. It
was so inspiring to see Naseem
completing his final over despite

having severe cramps,” Qasim said.
Former Pakistan wicketkeeper

batsman Kamran Akmal praised
the all round show of  Hardik
Pandya and Ravindra Jadeja not-
ing they were the main difference
between the two sides.

“I think they performed very well
under pressure. Hardik in particu-
lar was fabulous in bowling and
batting. He is truly a champion all-
rounder now,” Kamran said.

Former pace bowlers Aaqib Javed
and Sikander Bakht also praised
the performances of  Hardik and

Bhuvneshwar Kumar saying they
had read the pitch well. Aaqib said
Pakistan’s biggest problem in white
ball cricket was that it didn’t have an
all-rounder like Hardik who brought
so much balance to the Indian side.

Former skipper Shahid Afridi
noted that when two big and good
teams play against each other one
can expect a close match. Former Test
great and head coach Javed Miandad
noted that India had executed the
plan to dismiss Babar perfectly. 

“It is very difficult to get Babar out
in the ‘V’ so they went for the sur-

prise short ball and they got him.
Babar not scoring big runs made a
big difference. But I think our bowlers
really performed well and that is a
good sign to have such enthusiastic
and energetic pace bowlers.”

But former Pakistan greats,
Wasim Akram and Shoaib Akhtar
had their own take on the match.
While Wasim felt that Babar had
made a big error by holding back
spinner, Muhammad Nawaz for the
final over, Shoaib said both teams
had played bad cricket and both
had tried their best to lose the match.

Experts laud Babar & co despite loss to India
OTHER REACTIONS

HARDIK PANDYA: In a chase like
this, you always plan over-by-
over. I always knew that there is
one young bowler (Naseem or
Dahani) and also one left-arm
spinner (Nawaz). We only needed
7 off the last over but even if we
needed 15, I’d have fancied
myself. I know the bowler is under
more pressure than me in the
20th over. I try to keep things
simple. In bowling, it’s important
to assess the situations and use
your weapons. For me, bowling
short and the hard lengths have
been my strengths. It’s about
using them well and asking the
right questions to make the
batters commit a mistake

ROHIT SHARMA: Halfway through
the chase, we still knew that we
can win irrespective of the
situation. We had the belief and
when you have that belief, these
things can happen

BABAR AZAM: The way we
started (with the ball), was great.
We were about 10-15 runs short
(with the bat). Bowlers did really
well to make a match of this. Our
tail did step up a bit to add those
handy runs

BHUVNESHWAR KUMAR: It is
important for a player to be
proactive be it while batting or
bowling because T20 is such a
fast format, to assume things. I
believe, thinking about the game
is as important a factor as skills

CANDID GESTURE: Virat Kohli signs an autograph on his jersey for Pakistan’s Haris Rauf as a gift after the match

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 29: The
International Hockey Federation
(FIH) Monday cleared the air over
Hockey India elections, saying the
revised draft constitution sent by
Committee of  Administrators (CoA)
running the sport in the country
is fully compliant with the world
body’s statues.

The FIH also stated that the draw
of  the Men’s Hockey World Cup, to
be hosted jointly by Bhubaneswar
and Rourkela from January 13 to
29 next year, will take place as per
schedule September 8.

“The latest correspondence, re-
ceived from the CoA today, com-
ply with the talks held between

the CoA and the FIH in India August
17,”  FIH Senior Manager
Communications, Nicolas Maingot
told this agency. “Regarding the
draw of  the upcoming Men’s World
Cup, it will be held as already an-
nounced September 8.”

The recent uncertainty over HI
elections came to light following re-
ports that FIH CEO Thierry Weil
wrote a stern email to CoA, ac-
cusing the three-member com-
mittee of  deviating from the Delhi
High Court’s three-point brief  while
drafting the new constitution.

Weil had reportedly said that
the CoA made unnecessary changes
to the constitution and broke FIH’s
trust after the two parties reached
a common agreement during a

meeting here 11 days ago. Weil also
threatened to cancel the draw cer-
emony if  the CoA failed to comply
with the High Court order. 

The Delhi HC had suspended
the HI executive board in May,
terming the illegal post of  Life
President held by former Indian
Olympic Association president
Narinder Batra and the voting
rights of  HI CEO Elena Norman as
‘unconstitutional’ and in violation
of  the National Sports Code. 

The Court subsequently appointed
a three member CoA, headed by
former Supreme Court judeje Justice
(retd) Anil R Dave, former Chief
Election Commissioner SY Quraishi
and ex-India captain Zafar Iqbal to
get the HI house in order.

FIH HAPPY WITH HI CONSTITUTION’S NEW
DRAFT, NO THREAT TO WC DRAW SEPT 8

Angul Avengers claim inaugural ORBLC title 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 29: Angul
Avengers emerged champions of
the inaugural Odisha Roll Ball
League Championship (ORBLC),
which concluded Sunday at
Centurion University sports com-
plex here. 

Angul defeated Puri Pacers 11-
7 in the final to seal the crown.
Pritish Aryan Jena (icon player),
Aaradhya Manjari Devi (captain),
Kamal Krishna, Sidharth Dalai,
Asuthosh Sahoo, Arnab Mishra,
Devansh Pathak, Rohan Das, Advik
Das, Sai Subham Behra, Arshi
Prerana Kanungo, Naira Mohanty
and Purvi Nayak were the members
of  the Angul Avengers team.

Icon player Pritish scored all

the 11 Goals in the final match and
also became the highest goal scorer
of  the tournament by scoring 45
goals.

Ridhaniya Sachidanandan (icon
player), Pratik Arnav Jena, Adheev
Chanduka, Prit Pritam Jena (cap-
tain), Saatvik Raysamant, Swastik

Sukumar Praharaj, Lagna Labanya
Nath, Ishana Agarwal, Prianshu
Sahoo, Krithika Sahoo, Siddhi
Sayesha, Samarjeet Nayak and
Shreya Patnaik were the members
of  the runners-up Puri side.

Berhampur Blazers became the
second runners-up by defeating

Cuttack Celtics by six goals to two
(6-2).

The event was organised by
Odisha Roll Ball Association with
the support of  Centurion University
and Odisha Skating Academy. The
two-day event was kicked off  August
27 with eight participating teams.
The other par ticipants are
Bhubaneswar Bulls, Rourkela
Rockets, Balasore Beamers and
Sambalpur Seamers.

“The main objective to conduct
such tournament is to popularise
the sport in Odisha and to make
more awareness that roll ball is a
100 percent Indian origin sport,
which is included in SGFI and also
in University Games,” said Partha
Sarathi Jena, secretary general,
Odisha Roll Ball Association.

Odisha FC scorers
Saul Crespo

(No.21) and Jerry
smile after a goal

by the former
against Sudeva
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