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Actor Kiara Advani shares what she learnt
from Kareena Kapoor Khan while shooting
for ‘Good Newwz’ in 2019

SALUTING HER MENTOR
Defending champion Emma Raducanu suffers
shocking defeat against Alize Cornet in the
US Open first round

RADUCANU BOWS OUT
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Around five million people in flood-hit Pakistan may
fall sick due to outbreak of water-borne and
vector-borne diseases
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

It is just a clash 
between young and 

old sycophants
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likely
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PERFECTING THE RIGHT STEPS: Students of a school in Khaprakhol of Bolangir district rehearse their dance moves Wednesday ahead of the Nuakhai festival Thursday  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 31: A tea
vendor was allegedly hacked to
death in the early hours of
Wednesday by acquaintances in
front of  the office of  the Deputy
Commissioner of  Police (DCP) at
Vani Vihar Square here. Coming
on the heels of  the death of  a
woman late night Tuesday, in
which the police suspect some
foul play is involved, the twin
deaths have certainly stunned the
state capital amid the Ganesh
Chaturthi festival.    

The deceased tea vendor has
been identified as Soumya Ranjan
Kundu. He was allegedly murdered
by Kabu Dash and Pauni Dash,
both auto-rickshaw drivers, DCP
Prateek Singh told mediapersons
that the murder is due to the result
of  a dispute over plot of  land and
a betel shop. 

“As per the complaint filed by the
brother of  the deceased, the two ac-
cused and the victim were involved
in a bitter dispute for quite some
time over a piece of  land. They
had heated arguments in the past
on this issue,” the DCP said. 

“The two accused were in an
inebriated condition when they
attacked Soumya with sharp
weapons. The victim had come out
of  the shop to get some water when
he was attacked. Soumya was

rushed to the AIIMS hospital where
he succumbed while undergoing
treatment,” the DCP added.   

The police official also said that
the two accused belonging to Pathar
Bandha Basti and Dhirkut Basti re-
spectively were arrested shortly
afterwards by personnel from the
Shahid Nagar police station. 

The DCP however, was quick to
point out that the land for which the
dispute had taken place was an
encroached government plot.
“Efforts are on to demolish all il-
legal encroachments across the
Smart city,” Singh said. 

In the other unnatural death
case, a woman identified as
Subhashree Mohapatra, a resident
of  Shastri Nagar, was found dead
Tuesday night under mysterious cir-
cumstances. Sources said that she

died when her husband was out
for some work and her son had
gone for tuition and no one else
was present at the residence. Police
have pressed a forensic team into
service to ascertain the cause of  the
woman’s death. They have seized
the deceased’s mobile phone and are
also interrogating neighbours, an
official said. “We have registered
a case of  murder and investigating
all possibilities,” an official said.   

Subhashree’s son on returning
home found her mother lying  with-
out any signs of  life and informed
his father. After returning home,
husband Ananta Narayan Nath
informed the police. Prima facie it
appears to be a case of  death by
strangulation as a single line mark
was found on her neck, a police
official said. 

Twin murders rock City
In the first case, police have already arrested the two accused,
but the cops are still in the dark regarding the second crime 

Tea vendor murder accused Kabu Dash and Pauni Dash OP PHOTO

n Even though Mikhail
Gorbachev was not liked
by many in erstwhile
Soviet Union, his peers
considered him a 
path-finder in many ways  

AGENCIES

Moscow, August 31: Mikhail
Gorbachev, who set out to revi-
talise the Soviet Union but ended
up unleashing forces that led to
the collapse of  communism, the
breakup of  the state and the end of
the Cold War, died Tuesday. The
last leader of  the Soviet Union was
91. Gorbachev died after a long ill-
ness, according to a statement from
the Central Clinical Hospital here.
No other details were given.

Though in power for less than
seven years Gorbachev unleashed

a breathtaking series of  changes.
But they quickly overtook him and
resulted in the collapse of  the au-
thoritarian Soviet state, the freeing
of  Eastern European nations from
Russian domination and the end of
decades of  East-West nu-
clear confrontation.

US President
Joe Biden called
Gorbachev a
‘man of  re-
markable vision’
and a ‘rare
leader’ who
had ‘the imagi-
nation to
see

that a different future was possible and
the courage to risk his entire career
to achieve it’. “The result was a safer
world and greater freedom for millions
of  people,” Biden said in a statement. 

Even though Gorbachev strongly
criticised Russian President

Vladimir Putin’s decision to at-
tack Ukraine, the latter also
expressed his condolences.
He acknowledged that
Gorbachev had ‘a deep im-
pact on the course of  world
history’. “He
led the

country during difficult and dra-
matic changes, amid large-scale
foreign policy, economic and so-
cial challenges,” Putin said in a
short telegram while sending his
condolences to Gorbachev's family.

Gorbachev’s decline was hu-
miliating. His power hopelessly
sapped by an attempted coup
against him in August 1991,
Gorbachev spent his last months
in office watching republic after re-
public declare independence until
he resigned December 25, 1991. The
Soviet Union wrote itself  into obliv-
ion a day later.

A quarter-century after the col-
lapse, Gorbachev told this agency
that he had not considered using
widespread force to try to keep the
USSR together because he feared
chaos in the nuclear country. In
spite of  the disintegration of  the
Soviet Union, Gorbachev may have
had a greater impact on the second

half  of  the 20th century than any
other political figure. Gorbachev
won the 1990 Nobel Peace Prize for
his role in ending the Cold War
and spent his later years collecting
accolades and awards from all cor-
ners of  the world. Yet he was widely
despised at home. Russians blamed
him for the 1991 implosion of  the
Soviet Union. His former allies de-
serted him and made him a scape-
goat for the country’s troubles.

Gorbachev was a pioneer in
many ways. He began the ‘pere-
stroika’ or restructuring to end
his country’s economic and polit-
ical stagnation, he freed political
prisoners, allowed open debate and
multi-candidate elections, gave his
countrymen freedom to travel,
halted religious oppression, re-
duced nuclear arsenals, established
closer ties with the West and did not
resist the fall of  Communist regimes
in Eastern European satellite states.

‘Perestroika’ man Gorbachev breathes his last 
AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 31: An aver-
age of  82 people was murdered
daily across India in 2021, while
more than 11 kidnappings were re-
ported every single hour
during the year, accord-
ing to a latest National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) report. The rate
of  murder per one lakh
population was the high-
est in Jharkhand, while
that of  kidnapping and
abduction in Delhi,
NCRB’s 'Crime in India
2021’ report showed.

However, as far as the total num-
ber of  murder and kidnapping
cases are concerned, the Yogi
Adityanath-led UP government
topped both the lists. Among the top

five states reporting murders were
Uttar Pradesh (3,717 cases, 3,825
people), Bihar (2,799 cases, 2,826
people), Maharashtra (2,330 cases,
2,381 people), Madhya Pradesh (2,034
cases, 2,075 persons) and West

Bengal (1,884 cases, 1,919
people), the report said.

Uttar Pradesh (14,554
cases, 14,714 people) also
topped the list of  kid-
nappings and abduction.
It  was fol lowed by
Maharashtra (10,502
cases, 10,680 people), the
report further said. 

Odisha saw a slight
decrease in murder

cases in 2021 in comparison to the
preceding year. In 2021, a total of
1,390 people were murdered in
comparison to the 1,470 persons
killed in 2020. Cotinued on P4

POST NEWS NETWORK

Malkangiri, August 31:  Panic
gripped guardians after two stu-
dents of  Kalaganda Ashram
Vidyalaya in Kaldapali panchayat
under Padia block in Malkangiri
district died of  an unknown disease
Monday and Tuesday respectively.
Another 11 students who are suf-
fering from this mysterious dis-
ease are undergoing treatment at
the Malkangiri district head-
quarters hospital and at the Padia
community health centre (CHC).
Doctors are yet to ascertain the
exact nature of  the disease and
the reason behind its spread. 

The deceased students who died
in the last two days were identified
as Pradip Muchaki (Class VII) and
Shantu Kurami (Class VIII). While
Pradip died at the hospital, Shantu
died after returning home.   

Sources said that students turned
feverish and experienced swelling
on their limbs and body ache few
days back. They were admitted to
the hospital and many are still un-
dergoing treatment. 

On being informed, district wel-
fare officer Krupasindhu Behera
visited the school Wednesday, and
gathered information about the
deceased students and those in-
fected. As per his instructions, a
medical team has rushed to the
school from Koraput to supervise
the treatment of  the students. 

When contacted, Malkangiri
District Collector Vishal Singh
said Wednesday blood samples of
the affected students have been
collected and sent for examina-
tion. The report will come in a
short while following which a de-
cision regarding the the process of
treatment will be taken. 

Uttar Pradesh tops list in
murder, kidnapping cases

Even though the
number of
murders in

Odisha has gone
down in 2021 in
comparison to

2020, kidnapping
cases have
increased 

CUTTACK: Justice Debapriya
Mohapatra, former judge of  the
Supreme Court, passed away fol-
lowing a brief  illness here Tuesday.
He was 86 and is survived by his
wife, three daughters and four grand-
children. Born August 3, 1937, Justice
Mohapatra was the Acting Chief
Justice of  Orissa High Court from
May 1995 to February 1996. He was
elevated as the Chief  Justice of
Allahabad High Court in February
1996 and as a Judge of  Supreme Court
December 9, 1998. Post retirement
from the apex court, he was appointed
as the Chairperson of  Odisha Human
Rights Commission (OHRC) in July
2003 till August 2007.

Former Orissa HC
Acting CJ no more 

NEW DELHI: The government is
expecting the economy to grow at 7-
7.5 per cent in 2022-23, in line with its
projections made at the beginning of
this financial year. India registered
a growth of  8.7 per cent in 2021-22.
“We remain on course to meet the 7.4
per cent. We expect to achieve, a lit-
tle more than the  7.4 per cent which
the IMF has predicted,” Finance
Secretary TV Somanathan said
Wednesday.  He was briefing reporters
after the release of  the GDP numbers,
which showed the economy grew by
13.5% in the April-June quarter, much
below the RBI’s projection of  16.2%.

GDP growth at 13.5%
below RBI’s projection

SHORT TAKES2 Malkangiri students fall
prey to mystery disease 

Some of the infected students undergoing treatment at the Malkangiri DHH

4 CHILDREN MEET
WATERY GRAVE
POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack/Nayagarh, August 31:
Four youngsters met their watery
graves in two separate cases of
drowning reported Wednesday
from two districts of  Odisha. 

In the first incident in Cuttack
district, two kids drowned while tak-
ing a bath in Kuakhai river near
Pratap Nagari bridge in the after-
noon. Sources said, five minors
had gone for a bath. However, due
to the strong currents, three of
them were swept far away from
the shore. Hearing their screams,
locals rushed to the spot while po-
lice and fire service personnel ar-
rived a few minutes later. 

One of  the kids was rescued.
However, the two others remained
missing. Later in the evening fire
services personnel recovered the
body of  one of  those who had
drowned. He was identified as
Asutosh Pal. Efforts are on to trace
the body of  another minor identi-
fied as Ritiranjan Padhi.

In the second incident in
Nayagarh district, two minor boys
drowned while taking a bath in a
pond at Sathiapali village in
Khuntubandh panchayat under
Sadar police limits. The deceased
minors were identified as
Chandrasekhar Swain (8) and
Rudramadhyam Swain (3).

Sources said that the two sib-
lings had sneaked away to the pond
while their family members were
busy observing rituals of  Ganesh
puja. However, after entering the
pond, Rudramadhyam slipped into
deep waters. Seeing his brother in
trouble, Chandrasekhar tried to
save him, but he too slipped. 

By the time their family mem-
bers and other villagers rescued
them, both brothers were uncon-
scious. They were rushed to the
hospital where doctors declared
them brought dead on arrival. 



Mumbai: Actress Kiara
Advani has shared what she
learnt from her senior Kareena
Kapoor Khan. 

Calling it ‘amazing’, she
narrated her working experi-
ence with Kareena in 2019 film

Good Newwz.
“There is

so much
to lear n
from her.
I  have

learned
how to face
the camera
from her,”
admitted the

Shershah ac-
tress. 

“I have also
learned

from
Kareena

Kapoor
to be

cautious during the shoot while
facing the camera so that there
is no chance of  going out of  the
frame,” added Kiara. 

“During the shoot, I used
to be so much involved in a
particular sequence that many
times I forgot to concentrate on
the angle of  the camera and
lost focus. But it never hap-
pened with her and she would
know where the camera is,
even if  it’s behind her,” she
further said. 

Moving ahead in the con-
versation, she explained her
technique of  doing emotional
scenes: “Do it honestly, don’t
fake it. Because, I have no-
ticed and this is for my own per-
formances, the times when I

have actually felt it and
done it, honestly in

that scene, it has
clicked with the 

audience. And I
think the cam-

era catches it,
so  that’s
why just be
very 
honest.”

AGENCIES

Kiara shares what she
learnt from Kareena

Mumbai: Dia Mirza recently
opened up about her relationship
with her biological father and her
stepfather. The actress also revealed
why she took her stepfather’s sur-
name before participating in the
Miss India beauty pageant in 2000.

In an interview with a news por-
tal, Dia revealed that a lot of  what
she has learnt in life, are all that
her stepfather Ahmed Mirza gave
her. Then as she grew older, she
spent more years of  her life with
him, and he just became more and
more her father. The actress added
that this is why she took on his sur-

name when she joined the Miss India
pageant.

While Dia’s biological father died
when she was nine, her stepfather died

in 2003. Speaking further about her re-
lationship with her stepfather, Dia said
that it was amazing how he never tried

to take her father’s place, but made his
own place in her heart. The ac-

tress lost him as well when
she was 23, and that was a

huge loss because
the security

blanket that a father figure
gives you in life, nobody
else can. When you lose
a father that young,
and she had lost two
fathers within one
lifetime, it’s very
hard, Dia said.
AGENCIES

Mumbai: Being a remake of
the Tamil film Ratasasan,
Akshay Ku m a r  s t a r r e r
Cuttputlli opted for an OTT re-
lease. He will be seen in the
role of  a cop. Accompanying
him would be Sargun Mehta
who makes her Hindi film
debut with this murder mys-
tery thriller. Sargun revealed
why she waited for so long to
make her debut in Hindi films.

She is not only a popular
face on TV but also a renowned
Punjabi actress. Talking about
Cuttputlli to Sargun said, “It
was a very interesting sub-
ject and I always wanted my
debut to be a role which makes
a difference to the story irre-
spective of  the length. And
above that, I was getting an op-

portunity to work with
Akshay sir who is a bril-
liant actor.” Adding about
her experience of  work-
ing with Akshay Kumar,
she shared, “Akshay
Kumar is very organ-
ized as a professional.
He’s very punctual and
gets into the character
thoroughly. He also
chooses his subjects
very carefully.”

Sargun also turned
p ro d u c e r  w i t h  
her actor-husband
R av i  D u b e y  a n d  
the duo is currently
p ro d u c i n g  t h e  
p o p u l a r  s h ow
U d a a r i y a n o n
Colors.            IANS

P2 MADONNA SETS RECORD-
BREAKING MILESTONE

leisure
Pop icon Madonna has hit a record-breaking
milestone after scooping a top 10 album every
decade since the release of her self-titled debut
release in 1983. The 64-year-old has become the
first female to land an album in the Billboard 200
top 10 every decade since the early 1980s.

Hollywood star Ben Kingsley is poised to reprise
the role of Trevor Slattery in the upcoming Wonder
Man series from Marvel Studios at Disney+. The
show was first revealed to be in the works back in
June. It will focus on the Marvel character Simon
Williams, also known as Wonder Man.
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AQUARIUS
Good news may hit home
today. Promotion, profit,
scholarship, anything
you've been working for will probably
materialise. You are ingenuous, and will
crack the toughest of problems with 
consummate ease.

PISCES
A day filled with socialising
awaits you, says Ganesha.
You will likely make contact
with near and dear ones you haven't met in
a while. New associations and friendships
could also occur. It is a pleasant and joyous
day, so make the most of it.

SAGITTARIUS
You may have women
swooning over you today;
such is your charm and way
with them, says Ganesha. But friends are
highly valuable to you, and you shall
spend much time with them cherishing
their company and reliving amazing
times spent together.

LIBRA
There is no end to work, so
buckle up, as it is highly
probable that work pressure
will take up most of your time today. This
leaves precious little for your family, but
as always, they fully understand.
Ganesha expects you to be both hard-
working and conscientious today. 

SCORPIO
The spectre of financial
instability will keep haunt-
ing you. But there can be a
brighter side to life too, says Ganesha.
Long overdue payments might get
encashed today. And those blind bluffs
you call sometimes in business might pay
handsome rewards, predicts Ganesha.

LEO
One way to assure success
is by believing in oneself
and one's abilities. Let this
confidence and your high spirits take you
to newer heights today, says Ganesha.
Remain cheerful all day long, and you will
see your hardships disappear as you
tackle them with consummate skill. But
more importantly, Ganesha foresees the
day leading you to a fulfilling evening.

VIRGO
A medley of good and bad
awaits you today. Emotional
people will find you imma-
ture and inconsistent. But your bag o' 
jokes is never empty, and you remain the
jester as always. Ganesha advises you to
meditate and engage in spiritually rich
activities to channel and focus all 
your talents.

GEMINI
You will meet someone spe-
cial who is here to stay for
good, predicts Ganesha.
Your kind and considerate nature will
benefit others. You need to understand
that it's okay to spend a little on com-
forts and entertainment. Be ready for a
busy, yet cheerful, day ahead.

CANCER
Those around you have
always thought that there is
something different about
you, but could never put their finger on
what exactly it was. You always knew.
You are better than them, and today is
the day to make them realise that. 

ARIES
A new acquaintance will
make you feel happy today.
You must remember that
things don't have to be expressed 
explicitly; a word or a song from deep
within can make a bigger impact.
Ganesha says today is the right time 
to do something which will be more
rewarding in the long-term.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
This day, your heart is likely
to rule your head. You will
be driven by your moods
feelings and sentiments. Most of the
decisions will be based on your emotions,
instead of your reason and experience.
Ganesha urges you not to allow your
emotionality to enter your professional
activities. 

CAPRICORN
It may seem to be an unusu-
al combination, but you will
experience pain and pleas-
ure in equal measure today, says
Ganesha. The errands you may have to
run for at home will leave you exhausted,
so conserve some energy for the rest of
the day. Your wit can get you whatever
you want, but it's important that you use
it in the right way and not just to meet
your selfish interests.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

KINGSLEY TO REPRISE ROLE 
IN WONDER MAN SERIES

I’ve been infatuated 
by Shraddha: Tiger

Mumbai: Action star Tiger Shroff  says he is single and
has always been infatuated by actress and his Baaghi
co-star Shraddha Kapoor.

The ninth episode of Koffee With Karan Season 7
will feature - Tiger Shroff  and Kriti Sanon.

The actor finally reveals his relationship status.
“I am single. I think so at least and I am currently look-

ing around,” said the star.
However, the star did not just stop at the mere ac-

ceptance of  his singlehood. He also went ahead to man-
ifest a name that very few have linked with him.

“I have always been infatuated by Shraddha Kapoor.
I think she is great!” the star said.

On the acting front, Tiger, who made his acting debut
in 2014 with Heropanti, will next be seen in Ganapath,
an action thriller film directed by Vikas Bahl. IANS

Sargun justifies 
her delayed debut

Dia reveals why 
she took her stepdad’s surname 
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Bhubaneswar, August 31: Residents of
Bhubaneswar heaved a sigh of  relief  as
trucks began disposal of  waste at a des-
ignated dump yard again from Wednesday
after nearly three weeks as villagers lifted
a blockade at the site.

Locals of  Daruthenga panchayat, a
few kilometres from the city, had stopped
trucks from dumping waste at nearby
Bhuasuni as a 22-year-old man died after
he was knocked down by a truck near the
site earlier this month.

This led to the temporary transit sta-
tion in the Capital brimming with garbage,
resulting in more time being taken by
dump trucks to unload the waste and
collect more from the bins.

Barring the posh areas of  the city,
many streets were stinking with litter
scattered around the bins, which were full

to capacity. The problem was compounded
by intermittent rain.

The protesters were demanding a com-
plete halt to dumping and clearing of
waste at Bhuasuni, which has badly af-
fected them. They have been protesting
since 2008 when the BMC started dump-
ing waste on a 62-acre land on the basis
of  the High Court directives.

After several rounds of  failed meet-
ings over the past fortnight, Daruthenga
panchayat head Tapan Chakraborty said

Tuesday that the administration assured
them during the fresh talks that it would
fulfil all the demands.

Dump trucks of  the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation (BMC) started
taking garbage from the temporary sta-
tion to Bhuasuni from the morning, with
officials hoping that the situation would
be back to normal in a few days.

“The dumping of  waste at Bhuasuni
has started,” Mayor Sulochana Das told
reporters. The city generates around 550

tonnes of  garbage per day and all of  it will
be processed scientifically within the
timeline of  nine months given to the pro-
testers, Das said. “After that, we won't
have to dump waste at Daruthenga or
any other place,” she said. Das assured
that the civic body would start biomining
or scientific management of  the old waste
in the dump yard once it achieved the ca-
pacity of  processing all the garbage
through composting centres.

Around 300 tonnes of  waste are being
processed per day currently through 32
micro-composting centres (MCC) and 14
materials recovery facilities.

Nine more MCCs will start by March
as the BMC tries to find a permanent so-
lution for Daruthenga, an official said.

Three-four areas have been identified
and there is a plan to set up mega MCCs
to process around 200 tonnes of  garbage,
he added.

Festive season 
back with a bang
The pomp and grandeur of Ganesh Puja is back in the Capital city and
other parts of the state after two years of low-key celebrations due to
Covid-19 pandemic with several puja committees, associations and 

educational institutions installing mammoth and attractive theme-based
idols at the sprawling puja pandals dazzling with colourful lights. 

(1) Saheed Nagar Club in Bhubaneswar, (2) Laxmi Club in Station Bazar area of Cuttack, (3)
Bakul Foundation in the Capital City, (4) Kids learn Odia alphabets at Saraswati Shishu Vidya
Mandir in Ghoda Bazar area of Puri and (5) Panchayat Club at Stadium Road in the Silver City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 31: With
the state showing promising
growth in startups, experts have
pitched for awareness on
Intellectual Property (IP) man-
agement and technology-transfer
processes to safeguard and pro-
mote the startup culture in Odisha. 

The National  Research
Development Corporation (NRDC)
in collaboration with United
States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) and CSIR-
Institute of  Minerals and
Materials Technology (CSIR-
IMMT) here held discussions on
methods to provide access to in-
dustry and capital from investors
to support adoption of  new tech-
nology for successful reach of
the technologies to the market.

“It  is
high time
to under-
stand the
significance of  protecting IP
rights and technology transfer
in international symmetry by
engineers, technologists, scien-
tists, academicians and gover-
nance. Around 60 per cent of  the
USPTO like to do business in
India are from outside. The gov-
ernment organisation creates
less than 30-40 per cent jobs while
the rest 60 per cent is filled by the
private firms. This is only possible
if  we grow startups,” said S Basu,
Director, CSIR-IMMT.

Notably, the state currently
has more than 1,300 recognised
startups generating 10,000 jobs.
Out of  these, 40 per cent are led
by women entrepreneurs. 

Stinking woes end as waste disposal resumes

Bhubaneswar: Chief
Minister Naveen
Patnaik Wednesday
wished the people of
Odisha a Happy
Ganesh Chaturthi.
Taking to Twitter, the
Chief Minister said,
“Solemn prayers and
warm greetings on the
occasion of Ganesh
Chaturthi. May Lord
Bighnaraj bless us with
happiness, prosperity
and success and guide
us in right path. Happy
Ganesh Chaturthi!”

CM greets
people on
Ganesh Puja

STARTUPS
DISCOURSE

Locals of Daruthenga had stopped trucks
from dumping waste at nearby Bhuasuni

as a man died after he was knocked down
by a truck near the site earlier this month

This led to the temporary transit station
in the Capital brimming with garbage,

resulting in more time being taken by dump
trucks to unload the waste and 
collect more from the bins

5

Experts: Awareness
on IP mgmt must 

OP PHOTOS



Excessive blue light emitted by
devices such as smartphones,
computers and tablets may

accelerate the ageing process of
the body, according to a study con-
ducted in fruit flies.

Previously, studies have linked
too much screen use to disorders
such as obesity and psychological
problems.

“Excessive exposure to blue light
from everyday devices, such as
TVs, laptops, and phones, may have
detrimental effects on a wide range
of  cells in our body, from skin and
fat cells, to sensory neurons,” said
Jadwiga Giebultowicz, a profes-
sor at Oregon State University, US,
and senior author of  the study.

“We are the first to show that the
levels of  specific metabolites --
chemicals that are essential for

cells to function correctly -- are al-
tered in fruit flies exposed to blue
light,” Giebultowicz said.

The study, published in the jour-
nal Frontiers in Aging, suggests that
avoidance of  excessive blue light
exposure may be a good anti-age-
ing strategy.

The researchers have previously
shown that fruit flies exposed to light
"turn on" stress protective genes,
and that those kept in constant
darkness lived longer.

“To understand why high-en-
ergy blue light is responsible for ac-
celerating ageing in fruit flies, we
compared the levels of  metabo-
lites in flies exposed to blue light
for two weeks to those kept in com-
plete  darkness,”  explained
Giebultowicz.

Blue light exposure caused sig-

nificant differences in the levels
of  metabolites measured by the
researchers in the cells of  fly heads.

In particular, they found that
the levels of  the metabolite succi-
nate were increased, but glutamate
levels were lowered.

Succinate is essential for pro-
ducing the fuel for the function and
growth of  each cell. High levels of  suc-
cinate after exposure to blue light can
be compared to gas being in the
pump but not getting into the car.

“Another troubling discovery

was that molecules responsible for
communication between neurons,
such as glutamate, are at the lower
level after blue light exposure,”
Giebultowicz said.

The changes recorded by the re-
searchers suggest that the cells

are operating at suboptimal level,
and this may cause their premature
death, and further, explain their pre-
vious findings that blue light ac-
celerates ageing.

“LEDs have become the main
illumination in display screens
such as phones, desktops and TVs,
as well as ambient lighting, so hu-
mans in advanced societies are ex-
posed to blue light through LED
lighting during most of  their wak-
ing hours,” explained Giebultowicz.

“The signalling chemicals in
the cells of  flies and humans are the
same, so the there is potential for
negative effects of  blue light on
humans,” Giebultowicz said.

The researchers will carry fur-
ther work to study the effects of
blue light directly on human cells. 

PTI

Nadda to visit state 
in Sept last week
AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 31: BJP
president Jagat Prakash Nadda is
scheduled to visit state in the last
week of  September, an official in
know of  the development said
Wednesday.

Nadda will participate in a work-
shop of  BJP workers for the up-
coming General and Assembly
polls, said the official.

During his recent visit to Odisha,
senior BJP leader and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had expressed
concern over the party’s poor 
performance in this year’s pan-
chayat and ULB polls in the state.
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Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, Industries Minister Pratap Keshari Deb, Chief Secretary Suresh Chandra Mahapatra, Industries Principal Secretary
Hemant Sharma and FICCI senior vice president Subhrakant Panda at the curtain raiser of Make In Odisha Conclave 2022 in New Delhi, Wednesday 

Housing and Urban Development Minister Usha Devi lighting the lamp during the Local Self Government Day at
Soochana Bhawan in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday OP PHOTO

LOCAL SELF GOVT DAY

Excess blue light from devices may accelerate ageing: Study
DEVICE DISSERVICE
THE STUDY, PUBLISHED IN THE
JOURNAL FRONTIERS IN AGING,
SUGGESTS THAT AVOIDANCE OF

EXCESSIVE BLUE LIGHT EXPOSURE
MAY BE A GOOD ANTI-AGEING

STRATEGY

BLUE LIGHT EXPOSURE CAUSED
SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES IN THE

LEVELS OF METABOLITES
MEASURED BY THE RESEARCHERS

IN THE CELLS OF FLY HEADS

Natural hazards claimed 1,746 
in 2021, says NCRB report

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 31: With
an aim to promote Millets and
Millet-based food into the main-
stream, the United Nations an-
nounced 2023 as the International
Year of  Millets. Keeping this in
mind, Odisha Millets Mission
(OMM) is working to include Millets
in regular diets to prepare vari-
ous delicacies based on it. 

For this purpose, OMM recently
trained the chefs of  Odisha Tourism
Development Corporation (OTDC)
on millet-based recipes at the
Institute of  Hotel Management
Catering Technology (IHM) and
Applied Nutrition in Bhubaneswar.

Aishkant Mohapatra (Marketing
Officer) of  OMM and Sabnam
Afrein (Event Coordinator) began
the proceedings with a seminar
and informed the chefs of  OTDC
about different types of  millets and

their benefits. OMM is working
with over 1 lakh Tribal farmers in
19 districts and 143 Blocks in Odisha.

Sarada Ghosh, Principal of  IHM
Bhubaneswar, highlighted the var-
ious benefits of  Millets. She said,
"Health is Wealth, and now every-
one is becoming health conscious”.
She suggested the chefs to experi-
ment with millets in various dishes
and thanked OMM for the inno-
vative effort.

Lecturer, Kumar Gaurav of  IHM
Bhubaneswar demonstrated how

to prepare delicious recipes by in-
cluding millets. He said, “Millets
require simple cooking methods just
like any other food item.”

Mandaradhara Sahoo, a chef  at
OTDC who participated in the
Millet recipe event said, "We got an
idea on how to prepare delicious
food using different types of  mil-
lets. Millets are beneficial for the
body, so the food items based on
them is absolutely necessary for
everyone. We are eager to take
these delicious preparations and
serve them to our customers."

A total of  18 OTDC chefs par-
ticipated in the event and got the
opportunity to learn about differ-
ent types of  food items that can
be prepared from millets like, Little
Millet Dosa, Foxtail Millet Idli,
Little Millet Vada, Multi-Millet
Pav, Ragi Soup, Ragi Manda Pitha,
Ragi Kakara Pitha and Foxtail
Millet Upma.

Millet recipe event at IHM Bhub

OP PHOTO

Uttar Pradesh tops
list in murder...
Continued from P1

Disputes and family issues ac-
counted for most of  the murders
in 2021 in the state. A total of  689
people were murdered due to dis-
putes of  various kinds while fam-
ily problems caused 535 deaths by
murders.   

However kidnapping and ab-
duction cases increased in the state.
A total of  1,01,707 kidnapping and
abduction cases were registered
in Odisha in 2021 in comparison to
84, 805 cases in 2020, the NCRB re-
port said.  

A total of  29,272 cases of  mur-
der involving 30,132 victims were
registered during 2021, showing
a marginal increase of  0.3 per cent
over 2020 (29,193 cases). Similarly
a total of  1,01,707 cases of  kid-
napping and abduction involving
1,04,149 victims were registered
during 2021, an increase of  19.9
per cent over 2020 (84,805 cases), the
data said. The NCRB said more
than a lakh of  victims were re-
covered also.

1 tonne seized ganja destroyed
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, August 31:The au-
thorities in Odisha have destroyed
about one tonne of  contraband
ganja earlier sized by the special
task force (STF) of  state police,
an officer said.

The ganja which was seized
from the exclusive possession of  ac-
cused persons in a case in 2021,
was disposed at a designated in-
cinerator following all due proce-
dure as per Section 52 A of  NDPS
Act, 1985, the official said.

He said that the action was taken
as per the decision of  the Drug
Disposal Committee led by SP, STF,
Bhubaneswar, Deputy Collector,
Khurda, Superintendent of  Excise,

Khurda, DSP, STF in presence of
Scientific Officers of  State Forensic
Science laboratory and Member of
State Pollution Board.

The seized drugs was first au-
thenticated/certificated by con-
cerned court and handed over to
drug disposal committee for dis-
posal/destruction. "This is first
ever pre-trial disposal case in
Odisha, where contraband ganja
has been destroyed of  as per Section
52 A of  NDPS Act, 1985," the offi-
cial said.

Earlier in June, 2022, STF had de-
stroyed more than 8.5 kg brown
sugar. Meanwhile, there are many
other cases under process (both
at STF and district police level)
for disposal/destruction. At least

4,500 quintal (450 tonne) of  ganja
and 104 kg of  brown sugar seized
(in last three years alone) are piled
up in various court/ police sta-
tion Malkhana waiting for de-
struction.

It is expected that most of  the
seized drugs will be destructed
within in 3-6 months, the official
said.

The official said in view of  the
massive campaign against nar-
cotics especially ganja (also known
as cannabis/marijuana/weeds)
and brown sugar (also known as
heroin/smack) by Odisha Police,
there has been huge piling up of
seized narcotic drugs in different
police  stations and cour t
Malkhanas.

PNN/ AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 31: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
Wednesday met ambassadors from
36 countries and over 50 investors
representing various industries
to draw investments to his state.

While taking part in the curtain
raiser for the Make In Odisha
Conclave 2022, the Chief  Minister
said that Odisha is one of  the
fastest growing economies in
India and has consistently grown
above the national average in the
last decade and a half. 

“We are fast emerging as a major
industrial destination in eastern
India because of  our natural re-
source advantage and strategic lo-
cation. Predominately agricultural
based economy, Odisha has emerged
as industrial economy in last two
decades,” the Chief  Minister said.

In the last two decades, Patnaik

noted that his government has fo-
cused on leveraging the state's nat-
ural advantages through progres-
sive policy, efficient administration
and technological interventions.

The Odisha government in col-
laboration with the Federation
of  Indian Chambers of  Commerce
and Industry (FICCI) hosted the
curtain raiser for Make in Odisha
Conclave and Investors’ Meet in
New Delhi.

Patnaik invited the investors
and representatives of  various in-
dustries to the Make In Odisha
Conclave 2022 which will be held
in Bhubaneswar from November
30 to December 4.

At the programme, Chief
Secretary SC Mahapatra said Odisha
is the largest producer of  steel,
stainless steel, and aluminium in
India.

"We are emerging as a leader in
sectors like chemicals and petro-
chemicals, textiles and apparel, IT
and ITeS, and food processing," he
said. Industries department prin-
cipal secretary Hemant Sharma
said that the state government
has received investments worth ̀ 6
lakh crore from the first two edi-
tions of  Make In Odisha conclave
held in 2016 and 2018.

“Of  the `6 lakh crore, land has
been allocated and construction
has been started in 62 per cent of
it. The rest are in various stages of
progress, he said.

When asked about the sectors in
which the government is expecting
foreign investment as the Chief
Minister has met ambassadors,

Sharma said, “We are yet to make
a mark on FDI front. But we are
making a decent attempt. In some
of  the sectors, we have inherited
advantage such as new age sec-
tors like green hydrogen and green
ammonia. Other sectors which are
depended on port infrastructure,
there we have distinctive advantage
in India and these should give us
numbers which are better than
what we have achieved.”

He also highlighted the state’s
ranking in the ease of  doing busi-
ness, competitive cost of  doing
business, impact of  investment
facilitation, best-in-class incen-
tives and highly skilled human
resources, which gives the state a
distinct competitive advantage
over others.

Odisha MSME and Industries
Minister Pratap Keshari Deb and
other senior officials also made
presentations at the meeting.

MAKE IN ODISHA CONCLAVE 2022 AHEAD

Naveen meets envoys, investors 
CM invited the investors 
and representatives of 
various industries to the
Make In Odisha Conclave 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, August 31:
Odisha accounted for the highest
number of  deaths in the coun-
try due to natural hazards in
2021, according to a report of  the
National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB).

A total 1746 people died due to
natural hazards like lightning,
heat stroke and landslides, rain and
floods among others, which is a
quarter of  the fatalities in the
country due to such causes last
year, according to the report.

It marked a rise of  22.3 per cent
compared to 1428 deaths the pre-
vious year, it said.Bihar reported
830 fatalities due to the same cause
during the period, which was the
second highest in the country.

In the country, the number of
deaths, due to natural hazards re-
duced by 3.8 per cent to 7126, ac-
cording to the recently-published
'Accidental Deaths & Suicides in
India, 2021' of  the National Crime
Records Bureau.

Odisha reported 287 deaths due
to lightning, while 15 people lost
their lives due to heatstroke and
two from landslides, it said.

The state accounted for the

highest number of  fatalities due
to boat capsizes and accidental
fires and came second in the num-
ber of  people killed by animals,
snakebites and lightning, ac-
cording to the NCRB report.

The state, however, reported
zero death in cyclone, flood, tor-
rential rain and forest fire.

The number of  suicides in the
state during 2021 increased by 1.9
per cent as 5,651 people, includ-
ing 834 students, ended their lives.

A staggering 4,033 people com-
mitted suicide due to family prob-
lems and 135 cases were due to
failure in examination, the re-
port said.

Seventy nine people died due to
boat capsize in the state during the

year, which is nearly one-third of
such deaths in the country. As
many as 1,551 people drowned
and 97 were electrocuted in Odisha
during the period.

There were 1,248 deaths due to
accidental fires. Of  them 386 peo-
ple died due to electrical short
circuits, the highest in the coun-
try in this aspect.

At least 1,019 people died due to
snakebites and 128 people were
killed by animals.

The state also topped in deaths
caused due to falls from vehicles.
There were 1,434 such deaths.

Odisha registered 19,663 acci-
dental deaths and the rate per 1 lac
population is 42.9, which is more
than the national average of  29.1.
It saw 5,387 deaths in road and
rail accidents, the report added.

AS MANY AS 1,551 PEOPLE
DROWNED AND 97 WERE

ELECTROCUTED IN ODISHA DURING
THE PERIOD

THE STATE REGISTERED 19,663
ACCIDENTAL DEATHS AND THE

RATE PER 1 LAKH POPULATION IS
42.9, WHICH IS MORE THAN THE

NATIONAL AVERAGE OF 29.1
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur, August 31: The
National Highway Authority
of  India (NHAI) will build three
flyovers and seven underpasses
on the stretch of  NH-16 between
Sorala and Puintala in Ganjam

district. An estimated ̀ 224 crore
will be spent for the purpose.
This was revealed by Berhampur
MP Chandrasekhar Sahoo here.
Sources said, the flyovers will be
built up at Lanjipalli, Pokadi
Bandh Chhak and Chhatrapur
DRDA Chhak while underpasses

will be built up at Bhairabi
Chhak, Randa Chhak, Sorala,
Kanisi, Haladiapadar and
Mandiapalli. A detailed project
report (DPR) in this regard has
been prepared and the tender
process for these projects will be
initiated soon, sources said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhanjanagar, August 31: Justice delivery system can be
expedited if  police, administration, lawyers and judges
work in right coordination and hence, no one will get dis-
couraged and Odisha could excel in the justice delivery
system in the country.  

This was stated here by Chief  Justice of  Orissa High Court,
S Muralidhar while laying the foundation stone of  a mod-
ern court building at Rs 36 crore here in Ganjam district.

He also observed that the judiciary has also to ensure 24-
hour service to people as hospital, police and fire brigade
services work even in holidays. 

People will be able to avail of  speedy justice within a short
time if  all works are done with proper coordination, he added,
urging all the judges and lawyers to focus on the issue. 

Speaking on the occasion, Judge of  Orissa High Court
and protocol judge of  Ganjam district Bidyut Ranjan
Sarangi, said that the dream to have a modern court build-
ing at Bhanjanagar has been realised eventually. Bhanjanagar
Bar Association president Santosh Kumar Nayak presided
over the meeting while advocate Aswini Panigrahi coordinated
the function. Registrar (Vigilance) of  Orissa High Court,
Akhil Kumar Paschimakabata, Collector Dibya Jyoti Parida,
SP Brijesh Kumar Rai, district judge Anand Chandra
Behera, district court registrar Susant Kumar Mishra,
sub-collector Jyoti Shankar Ray, many government offi-
cials and lawyers attended the ceremony. 

Government pleaders M Taj Adeni and Rajendra Prasad
Pradhan felicitated the judges while secretary of  the
Bhanjanagar Bar Association, Amaresh Mohapatra gave
the  vote of  thanks.   

Foundation for modern court
building laid in Bhanjanagar

NHAI to spend `224 cr for 3 flyovers, 7 underpasses on NH-16 in Ganjam Ib Thermal unit goes
through a rough patch

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda, August 31: The Ib thermal
power plant owned by Odisha Power
Generation Cor poration (OPGC) at
Banharpalli in this district is going through
a rough patch as it is reportedly incurring
a loss of  `50 lakh per day due to alleged ir-
regularities by its officials and management
authorities.   

The thermal power plant seems to be func-
tioning at whims of  the officials with hardly
anyone there to take its responsibility and
put it back on the track. The officials were
accused of  being more concerned about
serving their own interests than on meeting
the goals set by the power plant. 

Senior officials are trying to put up a
brave face on plant’s performance with the
help of  some media. But a look at plant’s func-
tioning reveals its precarious state. The
plant is in urgent need of  repair, but the
OPGC authorities keep on extending time-
lines instead of  doing 
the needful. 

A senior official on condition of  anonymity
said that the whimsical way of  managing
things has landed the OPGC in deep trouble
with the plant reportedly incurring a loss of
`50 lakh per day. 

Reports said, the Ib thermal has a total of
four units for power generation. Power
amounting to 210 X 2 megawatt is produced
from the first and the second units while
660 X 2 megawatt of  power is produced from
the third and the fourth units. These four units

have been built in two phases. 
The first and the second units were made

operational in 1984 while and the third and
the fourth units were in 2019. Funds worth
`11,000 crore were spent for construction of
the third and the fourth units. However, for
lack of  foresight, there were faults in the con-
struction. As a result, these two units are yet
to become fully functional. 

The faulty construction of  these two units
has also hindered proper management of
ash produced from the units.  To rectify the
errors, the OPGC authorities have started re-
construction of  the units at an expense of  ̀ 600
crore.  But, time will only tell if  the correc-
tive measures will yield results or not.        

Power production often gets disrupted
from the units due to lack of  maintenance
at regular intervals. This has landed the
state-owned unit in heavy financial losses. 

Recently, the OPGC authorities shut down
the second unit for capital overhauling (re-
pairing) for a period of  30 days from late
night of  July 14. The time limit has entered
into 47th day but the second unit is yet to be-
come operational.  

The maintenance work has been assigned
to Bharat heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL). The
OPGC authorities are required to sign a con-
tract with the latter on the number of  days
it requires to complete the work. The OPGC
can take action on the agency if  it fails to com-
plete the work within the designated period
and extends the deadline. However, it is not
yet clear whether the OPGC has signed any
contract with BHEL.

When contacted, OPGC’s public relations
officer Himanshu Behera said initially 30 days
was fixed for capital overhauling of  the unit.
However, in view of  the repairing works the
deadline has been extended after obtaining
necessary permission from Gridco. Notably,
there are instances where capital overhauling
works were completed within the fixed dead-
lines in the past.       

Dangapalli villagers promote community celebration  
POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, August 31:
Nuakhai, a major agrarian
festival in western Odisha,
will kick off  tomorrow with
much pump and jubilation. 

A day after the celebration
of  Ganesh Chaturthi, it is
celebrated especially in this
western part where people
staying in distant places come
back to their native places,
wear new clothes and offer
prayers before the Goddess
and eat delicious food items
prepared from the newly har-
vested crops. 

Usually, family members
get together to celebrate it
under one roof. 

However, Dangapalli vil-
lage under Maoist-affected
Jujumara block in Sambalpur
district is going to celebrate
the festival in a different way.
The whole village has de-
cided to come together as a
big family to celebrate the
festival. The village has over
150 families belonging to dif-
ferent castes and creeds.
Regardless of  caste and creed,
the villagers have resolved for
community celebration of

the festival as a symbol of
unity and social harmony. 

The villagers have formed
a committee which has made
all necessary preparations
for celebration of  the festival
at the community level.
People after worshiping their
presiding deities at homes
will offer puja at a temple
and then partake of  Nuakhai
Prasad at the village street 
together. In the evening of
Nuakhai, people meet one
another, exchanging greet-
ings, seeking elder’s bless-
ings for long life, happiness
and prosperity.

NUAKHAI TODAY 

Lovebirds hang selves, bodies recovered 
Bhanjanagar: The bodies of a youth and a girl, suspected to be love-
birds, were found hanging from a tree inside a forest near Maraipatta
village under Gangapur police limits in Ganjam district, Wednesday.
The deceased were identified as Amar Mallick, 21, and Aganti Naik,
22. A motorcycle, two pairs of footwear and other usable items were
found from the spot. The matter came to the fore after some locals
spotted the bodies hanging from a tree inside the forest and
informed police. Police rushed to the spot and launched an investiga-
tion. Preliminary inquiries indicated that the two might have commit-
ted suicide after their love affair was opposed by the family 
members. However, the actual reason is yet to be ascertained. 
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H adi Matar, the 24-year-old Lebanese-American charged with attempt-
ing to murder the British author Salman Rushdie, appears to have been
acting on his own. Matar claims to be an admirer of  the late Ayatollah

Ruhollah Khomeini, the Iranian supreme leader who issued the murderous
fatwa against Rushdie in 1989 following the publication of  the author’s novel
The Satanic Verses. But there is no evidence that the attacker is linked in any
way to the Iranian government. Nonetheless, at least one commentator has
called the assassination attempt an “act of  state-promoted terrorism.”

That description sounds about right. State-promoted is not the same as state-
sponsored, much less state-directed. Even though the Iranian government has
not in fact tried to kill Rushdie, Khomeini’s fatwa still stands, and the state
must bear some responsibility for inspiring murderous fanatics like Matar.

Killers or would-be killers have been fired up by violent language before,
of  course. Anders Breivik, the Norwegian who murdered 69 young people at
a social-democratic summer camp in 2011, was an avid reader of  writers who
warned that Muslims, coddled by European liberals, posed a dire threat to
Western civilization. Does this mean that individual writers and bloggers whose
output convinced Breivik that he should kill to save the West were partly re-
sponsible for his horrific deeds?

Much has been said, and rightly so, about
Rushdie’s defence of  free speech, and the price
he has paid for his fortitude. In the United
States, the Constitution protects Right-wing
activists who claim to be “at war” with Muslims
or Leftists, whom they see as an existential
menace to America and the Christian way of
life, so long as the culture warriors do not cre-
ate “a clear and present danger.” They may
not threaten violence against any individual,
because that would pose “a real, imminent
threat,” but they can freely spout their hatred
of  any creed they want.

European laws on free speech are tighter. In
France, and many other European countries, it
is prohibited to “defame or insult” a person or
group on the grounds of  ethnicity, nationality,
race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or disability.
You may say that Islam, Christianity, or any
other religion is abominable, but you may not
insult an individual for his or her belief.

There is a difference between insulting some-
one and offending them. Whereas an insult is
a deliberate attempt to wound, to offend is to hold
an opinion that someone might find offensive,
even though no offense is intended. A writer can
be held responsible for an insult, but not for an
offense. There is no evidence that Rushdie in-
tended to insult anyone in The Satanic Verses,
but he offended many people, whether they read
the book or (usually) not.

But, for many people, religion is much more
than a set of  rules or beliefs to which they ad-
here. Like nationality, it can constitute the core
of  a person’s identity. When someone’s sense of
self  is challenged, they quickly take it as an insult, even if  none is intended.

Neither Rushdie nor any other writer or thinker should be constrained by
this. People must be protected from imminent danger, and perhaps, as is the
case in Europe, also from personal defamation or insult, but there is no rea-
son why particular ideas and beliefs should be protected from criticism or
even ridicule.

There is, however, another distinction to be considered. The impact of
speech depends on who says what to whom.

Even though Breivik may have been inspired by extreme anti-Islamic or
anti-liberal views promoted by certain individuals, those writers and blog-
gers are not responsible for the murders he committed. One might criticize
them for not considering the possible consequences of  spreading fear and loathing.
They could be morally culpable. But their views carry no authority.

The danger is far greater when a politician or a religious leader stokes ha-
tred. The consequences of  Khomeini’s fatwa are patently clear. The Japanese
translator of  The Satanic Verses was murdered in 1991, the book’s Italian and
Norwegian translators barely survived violent assaults, and Rushdie’s would-
be killer nearly succeeded.

But Iranian clerics are not the only culprits. US politics is now being in-
flamed by verbal violence that is just as lethal.

Open and democratic societies depend on a consensus that conflicting in-
terests and competition for power can be resolved peacefully. Changes of
government, after lawful and fair elections, must be accepted. Those who hold
opposing political views should not be treated as existential enemies.

But that is not a view widely shared within the US Republican Party,
much of  which remains in thrall to former President Donald Trump. Extremist
GOP members of  Congress routinely describe Democrats – and even
Republicans who defy Trump – as “traitors.” During his 2016 election cam-
paign, Trump himself  called for his opponent to be “locked up.” Various
Republican politicians have talked about a “civil war” having begun, and em-
phasise citizens’ duty to take up arms. The consequences of  using this kind
of  language became evident on January 6, 2021, when a violent mob took Trump
and his political boosters at their word and stormed the US Capitol.

There is a difference between cynics or deluded fanatics expressing extreme
opinions and people in positions of  authority doing so. Individuals who
spread lies and invective on the internet or television are repellent and some-
times dangerous, but political and religious leaders who stir hatred autho-
rise people to kill.

The writer is an editor and author. 
©PROJECT SYNDICATE

China’s economic slowdown
is creating a cause of  concern
in the entire global scenario.

A depreciating demand, a series
of  new policies, stringent COVID
protocols, geopolitical issues, have
all contributed to the slowdown.

A slowing China will have a rip-
ple effect across export oriented
European and Asian countries.
The trade deficit of  countries like
Germany and South Korea has
widened further due to paucity of
demand in China. Higher global
commodity prices have led to a
Chinese import growth rate of  1%
on a YOY (Year on Year) basis.
When it comes to tech and me-
chanical goods, the rate is nega-
tive by 8% on a YOY basis.

According to the latest data pub-
lished by the National Statistical
Bureau of  China, the GDP growth
rate in the first quarter on a YOY
basis is a meagre 0.4%. This has a
cascading effect on the country’s var-
ious sectors and the employment
situation.

China’s housing and real estate
sector contributes almost 1/3rd of
the country’s GDP, while 40% of
the bank credit goes to this sector
itself. Most of  the household sav-
ings are invested in the real estate
sector. The government’s intro-
duction of  the ‘Three Red Lines’ pol-
icy has put the real estate developers
in a spot. Stringent norms were
imposed regarding lending by
banks to real estate developers.

The ‘Evergrande crisis’ was purely
due to this policy wherein the de-
velopers were left wanting for cap-
ital.

One of  the reasons for the slow-
down is the ‘Zero COVID policy’,
wherein many cities are under
complete or partial lockdown. This
is one of  the draconian measures
taken by the government to curb the
spread of  the coronavirus. Cities
like Shanghai and Beijing have
been impacted the most. The res-
idents were barred from leaving
their homes.

Another issue which is eclipsed
by other events is the power crisis.
There has been substantial scarcity
of  power in major cities of  China.
The government is actually ra-
tioning power and electricity from
industries to households. This has
also affected the productivity of
factories.

From a geopolitical perspective,
the visit of  the US House of
Representatives Speaker Nancy
Pelosi to Taiwan is seen as an open
challenge to China’s territorial ju-
risdiction. China conducted pre-
cision missile strikes in the Taiwan
Strait as part of  the biggest mili-
tary action in decades. The prob-
ability of  a possible frontal con-
frontation between the two largest
economies of  the world created
tremors across the globe.

China is considered to be the
‘global manufacturing hub’. A slow-
ing China will lead to global slow-

down as well as global recession.
The crude oil prices have already
declined, indicating less produc-
tion activities. With lesser demand,
the cost of  metals is expected to go
down.

Electronics and automobile sec-
tors will be most impacted by the
Taiwan issue.  Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company manufactures half  of  all
the chips in the world. About 60%
of  all smartphones use these chips.
The global automobile industry is
reliant on these chips as well. The
recovery of  the automobile sector
will take a huge jolt if  the escala-
tion between the US and China is
not resolved quickly.

China is also a dominant player
in the pharmaceutical sector. The
Zero COVID policy will create sup-
ply constraints to the API (Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredients) sec-
tor. The Indian pharmaceutical in-
dustry will be highly impacted by
such an outcome.

From a capital market perspec-
tive, there will be flight of  FIIs
(Foreign Institutional Investors)
and FPIs (Foreign Portfolio
Investors) from emerging markets
like India to developed markets
like the US. This will further de-
preciate the local currencies of  de-
veloping countries and strengthen
the USD.

China is India’s second largest
trading partner, which contributes
to almost 5% of  India’s total ex-

ports and 15% of  India’s total im-
ports. A lot of  raw materials used
in the telecom, automobile and
pharmaceutical sectors come from
China. Also, depreciating demand
from China will hit Indian ex-
porters badly. All these will spiral
into high inflationary pressures.

The flight of  FIIs and FPIs weak-
ened the rupee further vis-à-vis
the dollar. The investors envision
higher volatility in the ensuing
days and strive for safety and se-
curity. The INR has depreciated
by more than 6% in 2022. It has al-
ready breached the eighty-mark.

Till now, India has maintained
silence over the Taiwan issue. The
prevailing scenario provides India
a golden opportunity to position it-
self  as a substitute to China.
Countries like Australia and Canada
have already shifted their focus to
New Delhi to meet their raw ma-
terial requirements. India must
leverage this opportunity by aug-
menting its supply chain. India
must enhance its bargaining power
in negotiating deals with devel-
oped countries.

Global agencies have cut the
growth forecast for China due to its
‘zero COVID policy’. Hence New
Delhi must engage with its allies
and try to fill the space left behind
by China. This would help India
both in the short as well as the
long run.

The writer is an investment
banker. Views are personal.

THE CLIMATE HOPE
W

e have grown accus-
tomed to grim cli-
mate news. Despite
scientists’ warnings

and communities’ protests, cata-
strophic floods, record-breaking
heatwaves, devastating wildfires,
and famine-inducing droughts are
becoming increasingly frequent.

But, occasionally, a pleasant
political surprise encourages pol-
icymakers and activists to press
on in the fight against global
warming. The recent passage of
the US Inflation Reduction Act
(IRA), which will accelerate
America’s clean-energy transi-
tion, is a case in point.

We have experienced similar
uplifting moments before. In the
months leading up to the adop-
tion of  the 2015 Paris climate agree-
ment, the United States and China
announced a joint plan to slash
emissions that helped pave the
geopolitical path to that historic
deal. In 2014, hundreds of  thou-
sands of  Americans participated
in the People’s Climate March in
New York City, confounding all
turnout estimates and prompting
then-United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon to speak
out and emphasise how impor-
tant protests are.

Like the IRA, these victories
seemed to come out of  the blue. But
social movements help to bring
about such progress, and can grow
stronger when the political winds
shift in their favour.

Moreover, the new US law could
not be better timed, because the
pace picks up for the climate move-
ment at this time of  year. A few
weeks from now, heads of  state
will gather in New York for the
UN General Assembly, which will
be followed by a mayoral summit
in Buenos Aires, the G20 summit
in Bali, Indonesia, and the UN
Climate Change Conference
(COP27) in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt.

Climate negotiators are used
to entering such gatherings de-
termined to declare progress at
any cost and use sheer force of

will to keep the focus on climate
justice. In recent years, youth ac-
tivists have called our bluff: One
cannot say that efforts to tackle the
climate emergency are sufficient
when politicians do little more
than talk.

But the IRA’s passage means
that – at this late hour in the fight
against global warming – we can
prepare for forthcoming meetings
with something new and tangible
in hand. The US is the largest his-
torical emitter of  planet-warm-
ing gases and in recent years has
been one of  the main laggards in
international fora aimed at ad-
dressing the problem. But the IRA
keeps the Americans in the game
in the run-up to this year’s inter-
national climate talks.

The new law not only puts the
US on course to reduce its own
pollution sharply, but also will
likely drive down the prices of  re-
newable energy. That will make it
easier  for  many emerging
economies and low-income coun-
tries to adopt renewables rather
than build more coal-fired power

plants.
Notwithstanding political ob-

stacles to progress, there are signs
around the world that things are
moving in the right direction. The
European Union wants the share
of  renewables in its energy mix to
reach at least 40% by 2030. India’s
transport sector, which accounts
for 14% of  the country’s overall
emissions, has leapfrogged ahead
by joining the First Movers
Coalition, which aims to decar-
bonise heavy industry and long-dis-
tance transport sectors responsi-
ble for 30% of  global emissions.
Colombia’s recently elected gov-
ernment has laid out a hugely am-
bitious climate and environmen-
tal justice agenda that promises to
end the country’s destructive model
of  resource extraction.

Significantly, China’s solar in-
dustrial boom has enabled the
price of  renewable energy to fall
to new lows. In Brazil, wind and
solar energy generation increased
in 2021 and now account for over
13% of  the country’s energy mix,
exceeding the OECD’s clean-en-

ergy indicator for that year.
Political breakthroughs on cli-

mate issues can happen overnight,
unforeseen. For years, the fossil-
fuel industry has been determined
to convince us that we can’t live
without coal, oil, and natural gas.
But the spike in energy prices fol-
lowing Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine has shown that we sim-
ply cannot continue to feed our
addiction.

While fossil-fuel companies reap
unprecedented windfall profits,
soaring energy prices are caus-
ing misery for the world’s most
vulnerable people and have driven
millions more into poverty for the
first time. Even in developed coun-
tries, lower-income families may
have to choose between food and
heat this winter.

Just as the IRA seeks to protect
the US population from volatile
fossil-fuel prices and their knock-
on effects, every other govern-
ment must fulfill its responsibil-
ity to safeguard its citizens. If  they
do, historians will regard this mo-
ment as the time when the US un-
leashed a massive anti-poverty
programme and people every-
where forever connected climate
policy with their well-being.

We are still far from where we
need to be in addressing climate
change, but we are a big step fur-
ther along from where we were
at the beginning of  2022. The IRA
is not perfect – a glaring flaw is the
absence of  funding to help poorer
countries adapt to climate change
– but it demonstrates that enor-
mous domestic obstacles can be
overcome. COP27 is around the
corner, and leaders must come to
the table with a sense of  respon-
sibility and tangible evidence of
their commitment to act.

Christiana Figueres is a
former executive secretary of

the United Nations
Framework Convention on

Climate Change. May Boeve is
Executive Director of  350.org.
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India’s transport sector, which accounts for 
14% of the country’s overall emissions, has

leapfrogged ahead by joining the First Movers
Coalition, which aims to decarbonise heavy

industry and long-distance transport sectors
responsible for 30% of global emissions 
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Be fearless and resolute, all
obstacles will melt away 
before you.

THE MOTHER

WE ARE STILL
FAR FROM

WHERE WE NEED
TO BE IN

ADDRESSING
CLIMATE

CHANGE, BUT
WE ARE A BIG

STEP FURTHER
ALONG FROM

WHERE WE
WERE AT THE

BEGINNING 
OF 2022

Christiana Figueres
& May Boeve

WISDOM CORNER
Our scientific power has outrun our spiritual power. We have guided
missiles and misguided men. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science and
technology, in which hardly anyone knows anything about science
and technology. CARL SAGAN

The saddest aspect of life right now is that science gathers
knowledge faster than society gathers wisdom. ISAAC ASIMOV

SUSTAINABILITY

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

DEPRECIATING
DEMAND 

FROM CHINA 
WILL HIT 

INDIAN 
EXPORTERS 

BADLY 

Sourajeet Pradhani

Expected move

Sir, There were no major tremors when Ghulam Nabi Azad quit the
Congress because it was not totally unexpected. Though being denied
a Rajya Sabha ticket is attributed by loyal Congressmen as a major
reason for Azad’s ‘disloyal’ move, a seasoned politician like Azad is
not the one to hanker after an Upper House seat after being in poli-
tics for more than fifty years and having enjoyed several wide rang-
ing prestigious positions. A politically disinterested Rahul Gandhi
may have had his own coterie of  select advisors, and old timers like
Azad could have felt left out in the ‘new’ Congress. But a shrewd politi-
cian like Azad would only know well that there are no permanent friends
or permanent enemies in politics, there are only permanent interests.
Differences of  opinion are part of  politics but when a faithful soldier
is sidetracked to the extent of  being rebuked it is but natural for the
latter to veer off  course. But for Azad it was the right course - a di-
rection towards self-respect. How can the Congress sing paeans for
a ‘rebel’ who dared to question its supreme leader? The 72-year-old
is known for his affable nature and efficient conduct. He has enough
admirers, and has earned sufficient goodwill. His political innings
is far from over. Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

Irrelevant issue

Sir, The decision of
the Supreme Court to
close all the proceed-
ings arising out of  the
demolition of  Babri
Masjid in 1992 is a step
in right direction. The
SC is right in its view
that the contempt pro-
ceedings should have
been listed earlier.
There is no point in
taking forward an issue
that has lost its rele-
vance after the verdict
on the  contentious
issue came out.  

KV Seetharamaiah,
BANGALORE

5G rollout

Sir, Reliance Industries’ decision
to roll out its 5G services in Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai by
October is a Diwali gift. India’s
most valued company will con-
nect every town, taluka and tehsil
with the 5G network by December
2023. Reliance earmarked ̀ 2 lakh
crore for the rollout believed to be
the fastest in the world. Besides,
Reliance chair man Mukesh
Ambani unveiled the succession
plan at the company, identifying
children Akash and Isha for tele-
com and retail leadership and
youngest son Anant for the new en-
ergy unit.

NJ Ravi Chander,
BANGALORE
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Ian Buruma

Individuals who
spread lies and

invective on the
internet or 

television are 
repellent and 

sometimes 
dangerous, but

political and 
religious leaders

who stir hatred
authorise people 

to kill

Bezoar

The bezoar is a hard ball of hair or vegetable fibre that occurs in the stomachs
of cud-chewing animals such as goats (though humans get them, too). If you

feel like categorising them, a trichobezoar is a hairball, while a phytobezoar is
one that contains mostly vegetable fibres. The word is Persian (pad-zahr,
counter-poison or antidote) and the bezoar’s fame as a cure for poison spread
westwards from there in medieval times. You swallowed it, or occasionally
rubbed it on the infected part. In A Voyage to Abyssinia, written by Father Lobo
in the eighteenth century, he says: “I had recourse to bezoar, a sovereign
remedy against these poisons, which I always carried about me”. Belief in its
near-magical properties was then common. Old herbals are full of recipes using
it, such as this one from Nicholas Culpeper’s Complete Herbal of 1653: “Take of
Pearls prepared, Crab’s eyes, red Coral, white Amber Hart’s-horn, oriental
Bezoar, of each half an ounce, powder of the black tops of Crab’s claws, the
weight of them all, beat them into powder, which may be made into balls with
jelly, and the skins which our vipers have cast off, warily dried and kept for use”. 

Ripple effects of a slowing China
SPECTRUM ECONOMY 
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If my family gets notice (from
central agencies), I will fight
it legally, though it has
become tough these days. I
have faith in the judiciary 
MAMATA BANERJEE | 
WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER

The NEET-PG counselling for
admission to postgraduate medical
courses, which was scheduled to
begin from September 1, is likely to
commence from September 19,
official sources said Wednesday

NEET-PG COUNSELLING 
LIKELY TO BEGIN IN SEPT
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All central
investigative
agencies,

including the CBI, are
being misused by the
Centre to target the
BJP's political rivals
in the country. This should stop now
and all state government should
withdraw their consent to the CBI

K CHANDRASHEKAR RAO | TELANGANA CM

of the
day uote 

MBBS students
who returned
to India due to

Covid or Russia-
Ukraine war and got
degrees by June 30
will be allowed for
Foreign Medical Graduate exam

MANSUKH MANDAVIYA | UNION HEALTH

MINISTER

Terrorist killed 
in encounter
Srinagar: One terrorist has
been killed in an ongoing
encounter between
terrorists and security forces
at Sopore in Jammu and
Kashmir's Baramulla district
Wednesday, police said.
"One terrorist killed.
Operation in progress,"
police said. The firefight
started after a joint team of
security forces got an input
about the presence of
terrorists in that area, and
cordoned it off. At
this, terrorists hiding 
there started firing, 
drawing retaliation by 
the security forces.

Kartik Kumar’s
portfolio changed
Patna: The Nitish Kumar
government in Bihar
Wednesday changed the
portfolio of its law minister
Kartik Kumar, whose
induction despite alleged
involvement in a case of
kidnapping had drawn heavy
opposition fire. According to a
notification issued by cabinet
secretariat department, Kartik
Kumar will be swapping
portfolios with sugarcane
minister Shamim Ahmed.

ED summons Bengal
Law Minister to Delhi
Kolkata: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has now
summoned West Bengal Law
Minister, Malay Ghatak in
connection with the coal
smuggling scam in the state,
to its New Delhi office
September 14 Trinamool
Congress's national General
Secretary Abhiskek Banerjee
will have to be present at
ED's Kolkata office on
September 2 for questioning
in the scam. His sister-in-
law, Maneka Gambhir is
supposed to be present at
the agency's Kolkata office
September 5.

SHORT TAKES

The AAP
government
made big

promises and
showed dreams to
the people of Punjab.
But now, it is running
away from fulfilling the same

GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT | UNION

MINISTER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 31:Hindi film
actor Jacqueline Fernandez “cooked
up a false story” to wriggle out of  the
ongoing money laundering probe
against alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar and she “know-
ingly” involved herself  to enjoy the
proceeds of  crime generated through
criminal acts, the ED has alleged in
its latest charge sheet.

Additional Sessions Judge Praveen
Singh Wedneday took cognizance of
the second supplementary charge
sheet filed by the Enforcement
Directorate(ED) in the Rs
200 crore money laun-
dering case, and
asked
Fernandez to
appear be-
fore the
court
September
26. 

The
charge sheet
also claimed
Fernandez con-
sciously chose to
overlook
Chandrashekhar's criminal past
and continued to indulge in fi-
nancial transactions with him and
both were working in collusion.
The 37-year-old actor, who was
summoned by the ED several times
in connection with its probe, has
been named as an accused for the
first time in the supplementary
charge sheet. The ED's earlier
charge sheet and a supplementary
charge sheet did not mention the
Sri Lankan actor as an accused. The
documents have also mentioned
the details of  the statements

recorded by actor Nora Fatehi and
a few female models. "From the
statements recorded, it is evident
that she (Fernandez) consciously
chose to  overlook his
(Chandrashekhar) criminal past
and continued to indulge in fi-
nancial transactions with him."

"Not only she but her family
members and friends have benefited
out of  the relationship financially,"
the charge sheet alleged.

ED alleged that Fernandez "con-
veniently overlooked or preferred
to sideline the fact that accused
Sukesh has strong criminal an-

tecedents and could have been
aware of  the fact that

he was in jail."
The ED said

that through her
statement
recorded in
May 2022, she
tried to come
out clean pro-

fessing inno-
cence on the

issue of  her rela-
tionship with him

but the facts and evi-
dences were contrary to her

explanation. The agency alleged
the actor and her family received
"proceeds of  crime" worth more
than Rs 7.12 crore between
February-August, 2021 and these,
apart from another Rs 15 lakh cash
given to  a  writer  by
Chandrashekhar on behalf  of
Fernandez, were attached by the ED
few months back.

The actor made her debut in the
Hindi film industry in 2009 and
her statement has been recorded
five times by the ED over the last
one year. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 31: Private
liquor shops will be a thing of  the
past in the capital as they will be
replaced by over 300 Delhi gov-
ernment vends from Thursday
owing to the switch over from the
Excise Policy 2021-22 to the old
regime, officials said Wednesday.

Nearly 250 private liquor vends,
licensed under now-withdrawn
Excise Policy 2021-22, are running
currently in the city.

Some of  the private vends hav-
ing stocks saw crowd outside as
they offered schemes like buy one
to get one free.  The Excise de-
partment had already notified the
private licensees that they will not
be allowed in retail liquor sale be-
yond August 31.

People thronged a vend near
Welcome Metro station to avail the
buy one get one free scheme.

According to officials, the re-
bates and schemes offered earlier
under Excise Policy 2021-22 will
not be available as liquor stores
will be opened by government un-
dertakings from Thursday.

The six shops at domestic ter-
minal of  IGI airport run by pri-
vate operators will  be shut
Thursday, hampering availability.
Liquor will be available at duty
free shops of  the airport, they said.

The number of  private liquor
vends under the Excise Policy 2021-
22 had gone up to around 650 but
later, the license holders surren-
dered their licenses due to differ-
ent reasons, including restriction
on opening stores in non-con-
forming areas in the city.

The Excise Policy 2021-22 was
withdrawn by the Delhi govern-
ment last month, after LG VK
Saxena recommended a CBI probe
into alleged irregularities in its
implementation.

The Excise officials said the
liquor supply will improve from first
week of  September due to opening
of  more shops.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, August 31: A tale of  inhuman
torture has unfolded since Sunita, a 29-year-
old tribal help who was allegedly held
captive at now-suspended BJP leader
Seema Patra's residence in Ranchi, was
rescued by the police, an officer here said
Wednesday. Patra, the wife of  a retired IAS
officer, was arrested during the day.

Sunita was found in an "indescrib-
able condition" on the night of  August
22, Argora Police Station in-charge Vinod
Kumar said. "She had severe wounds
and burn marks all over her body, as ex-
amined by a woman officer. She looked

highly malnourished. She is in a state of
trauma. Sunita claimed that she was
made to lick her urine… Many of  her teeth
are missing. She was allegedly hit with
iron rods," Kumar told PTI.

Sunita, who claimed she was held cap-
tive for eight years, is now undergoing
treatment at Rajendra Institute of  Medical
Sciences (RIMS) here.   The victim's
statement was recorded before a mag-
istrate Tuesday. Vivek Basky, a friend of
the BJP leader's son, had approached
the police to inform them about Sunita,
following which an FIR was registered
under various provisions of  the SC/ST
Act and IPC. The police then conducted
a raid at Patra's Ashok Nagar residence.

A video of  Sunita narrating her ordeal
had gone viral on social media, follow-
ing which clamour for Patra's arrest had
grown louder across the state and elsewhere.
She was subsequently suspended by the
party. Patra, following her arrest earlier
in the day, claimed that she was innocent
and "being framed" in the case. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 31: India’s first
indigenously developed quadrivalent
Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccine
for the prevention of  cervical cancer
will be launched here Thursday, offi-
cials said Wednesday

The Drugs Controller General of
India (DCGI) had last month granted
market authorisation to Serum Institute
of  India (SII) to manufacture an in-
digenously-developed vaccine against
cervical cancer.

Union Minister of  Science and
Technology Jitendra Singh will launch
the vaccine at IIC Delhi. SII CEO Adar
Poonawalla will be present at the event,

the officials said.
According to the officials, the qHPV

vaccine CERVAVAC has demonstrated
robust antibody response that is nearly
1,000 times higher than the baseline
against all targeted HPV types and in
all dose and age groups.

Cervical cancer in India ranks as the
second most frequent cancer among
women between 15 and 44 years 
of  age.

The DCGI’s approval had come fol-
lowing recommendation by the Subject
Expert Committee (SEC) Covid-19 of
the CDSCO June 15 after Prakash
Kumar Singh, director (government
and regulatory affairs) at Serum
Institute, had applied to the DCGI
seeking market authorisation of  qHPV
after the phase second and third clin-
ical trial was completed with sup-
por t  o f  the  De par tment  of
Biotechnology under the Ministry of
Science and Technology to ensure its
early availability. 

India’s 1st cervical cancer
vax to be launched today

BJP leader Seema Patra 
‘tortures’ tribal maid

Jacqueline ‘cooked 
up false story’: ED 

The
ED claimed its

probe has found that
Fernandez was “enjoying 
valuables, jewellery and 
costly gifts provided by
Chandrashekhar despite 

knowing about his 
criminal antecedents” 

CPI(M) workers clash with the police during their civil disobedience movement protest, in Burdwan, West Bengal

PTI PHOTO

PROTEST TURNS UGLYDelhi private
liquor shops to
close from today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai/ Pune, August 31:
Devotees welcomed Lord Ganesh
Wednesday in their homes and
pooja pandals with fervour, mark-
ing the commencement of  the ten-
day festival which is being cele-
brated without any COVID-19
restrictions after two years. 

Excitement reigned with calls of
"Ganpati Bappa Morya" as people
in urban and rural areas and noted
personalities, including Bollywood
celebrities, welcomed Lord Ganesh
and offered 'modaks', a traditional
Maharashtrian delicacy as 'prasad'. 

Devotees thronged prominent
Ganesh pandals like the Lalbaugcha
Raja in south-central Mumbai in
large numbers, standing in queues
for several hours.  

Many big Ganpati mandals had
brought the idols much before the
festival began. Many pandals de-
signed decorations based on dif-
ferent themes with a social message. 

Devotees also thronged the fa-
mous Siddhivinayak temple in
Prabhadevi in central Mumbai. 

In Pune, known as the cultural
capital of  Maharashtra, traditional

dhol-tasha (drum) troupes ac-
companied the processions which
began around 10 AM. 

Following a grand procession,
the 'pranpratishtha' (consecration)
of  Shreemant Dagdusheth Halwai
Ganpati, one of  the most prominent
Ganesh in the city, was performed
in the pandal designed as a replica
of  the Panch Kedar temple.

The processions of  the five
'Manache' Ganpati -- the Ganesh

idols which enjoy precedence in
the last day's immersion proces-
sion -- namely, Kasba, Tambdi
Jo geshwari,  Guruji  Talim,
Tulshibaug and Kesariwada -- were
also carried out with much fan-
fare.  

In the coastal Konkan region
also, Lord Ganesh was welcomed
with much enthusiasm and gai-
ety.  Tens of  thousands of
Mumbaikars, who hail from
Konkan, travel to their villages for
the festival every year. 

The festivities remained sub-
dued for the last two years due to
the coronavirus pandemic curbs
which prohibited large gatherings.

Among political  leaders,
Maharashtra Chief  Minister
Eknath Shinde welcomed Lord
Ganesh at 'Varsha', his official res-
idence in south Mumbai.

AICC rejects demand for
making electoral rolls public

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, August 31: The AICC Wednesday re-
jected a section of  party leaders' demand that the electoral rolls
for the Congress presidential polls be made public, saying it was
an "in-house procedure" and any member can get its copy from
any of  the Pradesh Congress Committee offices.

All India Congress Committee general secretary (organisa-
tion) K C Venugopal, who
was in Kerala to review the
arrangements being
made for the Rahul
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo
Yatra next week, said any
party member can check
the copy of  the electoral
rolls  at  any of  the 
PCC offices.

"This is an in-house
procedure and it is not
supposed to be published
for all the public to see,"
Venugopal told reporters
in Alappuzha, while responding to a query.

Talking to PTI, the senior leader said Madhusudan Mistry, who
is the chairman of  the Congress' central election authority, has
already given a statement to the media in this regard. "There is
no such practice in the Congress. We will continue to follow the
old practice," Venugopal said.

His statement comes as voices seeking fairness in the up-
coming polls to elect the new Congress president grew louder
on Wednesday, with party leaders Manish Tewari, Shashi
Tharoor and Karti Chidambaram demanding that electoral
rolls be made public to ensure transparency in the process. 

GANESH CHATURTHI 

Maha soaks in festivities 

CONG PREZ POLL

Partha, Arpita Mukherjee sent to
another 14 days judicial custody
Kolkata: A special Enforcement Directorate court here on
Wednesday rejected the bail applications of former minister
Partha Chatterjee and his close aide Arpita Mukherjee in the
multi-crore West Bengal School Service Commission (WBSSC)
recruitment irregularities scam and sent them to another 14
days of judicial custody. Both Chatterjee and Mukherjee
appeared for the hearing in a virtual mode form the respective
correctional homes where they are currently housed and judge
Jiban Kumar Sandhu ruled that both will appear for the next
hearing on September 14 in virtual mode only. Counsel for both
Chatterjee and Mukherjee made the argument that their clients
are keen to appear for physical hearing and not allowing that
means infringement in their personal liberties. However, Justice
Sandhu ruled that virtual appearance in hearing does not
hamper personal liberty at any cost.
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HC quashes UP govt orders 
notifying 18 OBCs as SCs
Both the SP and the BJP governments intended to include these castes in the SC category 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Prayagraj, August 31: The
Allahabad High Court Wednesday
quashed the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment orders which included
18 Other Backward Classes (OBC)
in the list of  Scheduled Castes
(SCs).

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Rajesh Bindal and Justice
JJ Munir allowed a public interest
litigation that challenged the no-
tifications issued in 2016 and 2019.

The PIL was filed by Dr. BR
Ambedkar Granthalaya Evam Jan
Kalyan, Gorakhpur and others. 

The then Akhilesh Yadav gov-
ernment issued a notification
December 22, 2016, which provided
for the inclusion of  18 OBC castes
in the SC category.

However, the High Court put a
ban on the issuance of  SC certifi-
cates to these 18 OBC castes January
24, 2017.

This was followed by another
such notification by the Yogi
Adityanath government June 24,
2019 but the High Court intervened
again and put a restriction on the
process.

The SP government led by
Mulayam Singh Yadav had issued
a similar order in 2005 but it was
stayed by the Allahabad High Court.

Two years later, the Mayawati

government quashed the order but
subsequently wrote to the central
government extending her sup-
port for it.

Attacking the BJP on the HC
decision, Samajwadi Party said
that the reservation to the 18 most
backward communities got can-
celled due to ineffective action by
the BJP government in court.

“SP president Shri Akhilesh
Yadav had fulfilled his promise to
include 18 most backward castes in
the Scheduled Castes, which was
rejected by the BJP's central gov-
ernment. Now the reservation has
got cancelled due to poor handling
of  the case by the BJP’s Yogi
Adityanath government and due to
lack of  support from the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre,” the party

said in a tweet in Hindi from its of-
ficial Twitter handle.

“BJP also gave lollipops to these
castes but did not keep its promise.
This is a complete betrayal of  those
of  the 18 most backward castes.
Where are those BJP leaders who
do politics of  backward castes and
the leaders of  their allies? An an-
swer is needed from the BJP gov-
ernment for its anti-backward
step,” the party said in another
tweet.

The castes which the respective
SP and Yogi governments intended
to include in the SC category were
- Majhwar, Kahar, Kashyap, Kevat,
Mallah, Nishad, Kumhar, Prajapati,
Dheevar, Bind, Bhar, Rajbhar,
Dhiman, Batham, Turha, Godia,
Manjhi and Machchhua.

Assam madrassa with terror ‘links’ razed
THE DRIVE WAS CONDUCTED DAYS AFTER A TEACHER OF THE MADRASSA WAS ARRESTED FOR HIS SUSPECTED

LINKS WITH TERROR OUTFITS AL-QAEDA IN THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT AND ANSARUL BANGLA TEAM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, August 31:A madrassa
in Assam’s Bongaigaon district,
which was allegedly used for car-
rying out 'jihadi' activities, was de-
molished by authorities Wednesday
for “violation of  building norms”,
a top police officer said. 

The district disaster manage-
ment authorities had recently de-
clared that it was “not fit for human
habitation” as the building code
was not followed during its con-
struction, he said. 

Around a dozen of  excavators
were deployed to demolish the two-
storey building of  the Kabaitari
Ma Arif  Madrassa in Jogighopa
area of  the district, the officer said,
adding that other structures on
the premises were also razed to
the ground.

“The district disaster manage-
ment authorities had issued a no-
tice to the madrassa for violation
of  building norms and declared
that it was not fit for human habi-
tation,” he said.

Adequate security arrangements
were made there for the demoli-
tion drive, he said.

Students of  the educational in-
stitute, which had a residential fa-
cility, left for their homes Tuesday
night, the officer claimed.  

“There were 224 students, and the
authorities asked them to vacate the
premises by the night of  August 30.
The district administration helped
them go to their homes. In most
cases, guardians came and took
away their wards,” he said.

The demolition drive, however,

was conducted days after a teacher
of  the madrassa was arrested for
his suspected links with terror
outfits - Al-Qaeda in the Indian
Subcontinent and Ansarul Bangla
Team.

This is the second such action
taken by the state administration
this week as a madrassa in Barpeta
district, which had allegedly shel-
tered two Bangladeshi operatives
of  Ansarul Bangla Team for four
years, was demolished Monday.

One of  the alleged Bangladeshi
terror operatives, the principal, a

teacher and another person asso-
ciated with the madrassa were also
arrested by the Barpeta police.

The police of ficer from
Bongaigaon said the Kabaitari Ma
Arif  Madrassa was demolished,
following the recovery of  incrim-
inating documents related to 'ji-
hadi' elements from its canteen
during an operation by the Goalpara
police Tuesday night.

The Goalpara police arrested
the madrassa teacher last week,
and the raid was carried out based
on inputs provided by him, he said.

The arrested teacher had joined
the madrassa in 2014, police said. 

Chief  Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma had recently said that the
state was becoming a “hotbed of  ji-
hadi activities” with about five
modules having links with Al-
Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent
and Ansarul Bangla Team busted
in the last few months.

More than 40 people with sus-
pected links with the ‘jihadi’ ac-
tivities, including Bangladeshis,
have been arrested in the state
since March this year. 

In Braj, development is destroying heritage character

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Vrindavan/Agra, August 31:
Following two deaths and injuries
to half  a dozen pilgrims at the fa-
mous Sri Bankey Bihari temple
on Janamastmi,  the Yo gi
Adityanath government in UP
seems inclined to replicate the
Kashi Vishwanath corridor model
in Vrindavan. The locals and the ex-
perts committee are in favour of
building a corridor with in-built
mechanism for crowd control to
avoid future mishaps.

Public opinion in Vrindavan is
in favour of  structural changes in
the physical layout of  the temple
area to facilitate mobility and make
the spiritual experience safe and
memorable. But several groups of
green activists are opposed to
changes in the original character
of  this holy town with over 5000 tem-
ples. “The narrow, Kunj galis of
Vrindavan are famous. Any widen-
ing after demolition of  antique
structures will be a blow to the

heritage character of  Vrindavan,
the soul of  Sri Krishna-Radha
Bhakti movement,” says Jagan
Nath Poddar, convener of  Friends
of  Vrindavan.

Braj Foundation chairman, em-
inent journalist Vineet Narain is
also opposed to changing the fun-
damental character of  shrines in
the Braj Mandal. “In the name of
development and modernisation,
hundreds of  crores of  rupees have
been squandered away. The Braj
Teerth Vikas board, has no un-
derstanding, nor vision but seems
hell bent on destroying the essen-
tial and original character of  Sri
Krishna land,” Narain laments.
Recently, former UP chief  minister
Akhilesh Yadav lambasted the Braj
Teerth Vikas Parishad. He wanted
audit of  its activities.

Commercial interests of  cor-
rupt politicians and builders lobby
are playing havoc. “They want to
convert Vrindavan, Goverdhan
and Mathura into picnic spots for
tourists, at the cost of  the spiri-
tual flavour. A plan has been drawn
up to build a highway on the Braj
Parikrama Marg, around 150 kms,”
Narain said.

It was in the Braj area along the
river Yamuna that Lord Krishna is
traditionally believed to have spent
his childhood, and it was in the
stretch between Bateshwar and
Vrindavan that he performed the
‘Raas Leela’.

But, locals say, if  Lord Krishna
were to be born again today, he
would certainly relocate to some
other place due to the pollution,
stink and vanishing ghats of  the
Yamuna, and large-scale defor-
estation and disappearance of
thousands of  community ponds
in the area.

And, it is this colossal damage
to the biodiversity and ecosystem
of  the region that is causing con-
cern and alarm among devotees
of  Lord Krishna and Radha.

Vrindavan residents are agi-
tated at the government’s flawed
‘River Front Development Project’
along the Yamuna. They want firm
steps aimed at restoring the past
glory of  Braj Dham by conserv-
ing nature's beauty and resources.
In the name of  development, a lot
of  damage had been done to the en-

vironment and, once known for
its green and dense forests, the
whole area is being denuded of
precious mangroves and holy green
shrines from Govardhan to
Barsana, Gokul to Vrindavan.

“They now want to start a
cruise for tourists from Mathura
to Vrindavan. Without cleaning
the river and ensuring regular
flow of  fresh water, how can this
be done,” wondered green ac-
tivist Padmini Iyer.

Pavan Gautam, a social activist
of  Mathura, said: “Rapid urbani-
sation in Vrindavan, Govardhan
and other areas of  religious im-
portance in the Braj area is a mat-
ter of  serious concern. The Mathura
Vrindavan Development Authority,
Braj Heritage Board and the local
bodies have no clear-cut plans and
are often seen working at cross-

purposes.”
“We had high hopes from our

BJP MP Hema Malini, but even
she has failed to give a sense of
purpose and direction to the de-
velopmental activities. Her adopted
village Rawal, the birthplace of
Radha ji, is crying for attention,”
he added.

Each year, the number of  do-
mestic tourists visiting Agra and
Mathura is rising, but facilities
have neither been broad-based nor
streamlined, complained activist
Jugal Kishor Shrotriya of  the Sri
Mathuradheesh Temple in Agra.

The Yamuna is a mere trickle,
carrying industrial effluents and
waste from upstream cities. The
canal system has been encroached
upon. Thousands of  crores of  ru-
pees have been spent on the Yamuna
Action Plan and on about a dozen
infrastructural projects in the Taj
Trapezium Zone since the 1993
Supreme Court judgement on the
public interest litigation (PIL) of  eco-
lawyer MC Mehta in the Taj pol-
lution case.

“But sadly, neither the condi-
tion of  Yamuna -- reduced to a vast
sewage canal -- has improved, nor
has the air pollution level shown
any appreciable decline in the SPM,
RSPM percentage. The whole Braj
Mandal represents civilisational
decadence,” said noted environ-
mentalist  Dr Devashish
Bhattacharya.

Once known for its green
and dense forests, the whole

area is being denuded of
precious mangroves and
holy green shrines from
Govardhan to Barsana,

Gokul to Vrindavan 

3 yrs of NRC, uncertainty over citizenship continues

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, August 31: It is an
unending wait of  uncertainty for
Safikul Islam and his two children,
who did not find their names in the
highly contentious National
Register of  Citizens (NRC), pub-
lished three years ago in Assam.

The final NRC, released August
31, 2019, left out 19,06,657 persons,
leading to uncertainty over their
citizenship . A total of  3,11,21,004
names were included out of
3,30,27,661 applicants.

Islam, a resident of  Dhalpur
'Char' (sand bar) of  Brahmaputra,
claimed that he had provided all re-
quired documents to prove his
Indian citizenship to the NRC au-
thorities, but his name did not ap-
pear in the final list.

“I was born in 1970 in a village
in Barpeta district. My father mi-
grated to Dhalpur after our village
was eroded by Brahmaputra. My
family linkage was also established.
Still, my name, one son and daugh-
ter’s names did not appear,” he
told PTI. However, his wife Nazma’s

name appeared in the final list of
the NRC. “Though nobody in the
village is questioning my citizen-
ship as they know me very well, but
I have faced uncomfortable situa-
tions at other places,” Islam said.

“You cannot do anything sir by
knowing our situation. Many re-
ports have been published in the
press and many NGOs visited us.
Still, everything remained the
same. People just question us on our
appearance and clothes outside
the village. This is unfortunate,” he
lamented.

For 79-year-old Rehena Khatun
of  Cachar district, it has been a
battle of  prestige and recognition.

“My husband died two years ago,
proving our entire family’s citi-
zenship issue at the Foreigners
Tribunal (FT). It is still pending.
Because of  the legal case, our names
did not appear in the NRC,” she
said, weeping. After the publica-
tion of  the final list, the authorities
were supposed to issue the Rejection
Slip, mentioning the reasons for
excluding a person's name from
the final NRC. Before publishing the

final NRC, the Centre had extended
the time limit for filing of  appeals
in Foreigners Tribunals with the
Rejection Slips by the excluded per-
sons to 120 days from 60 days and
necessary amendments were made.
However, the process got inordi-
nately delayed and no tentative
schedule for issuing the Rejection
Slips was announced. The slips are
yet to be issued.

A person whose name is not a part
of  the NRC, can approach any FT
with a certified copy of  the Rejection
Slip received from the NRC au-
thorities along with the grounds for
appeal. As per the law, the NRC
cannot decide if  someone is a for-
eigner or not. Only FTs can declare
a person a foreigner in Assam.

Ashraful Hussain, an activist
fighting for people with citizenship
issues, said the inordinate delay in
solving the NRC issue is helping a
section with vested interests in
“creating disturbances” from time
to time to “destabilise the society”.

“According to our estimates, at
least 81 people have committed sui-
cide in the last 15-20 years for un-
certainty of  their citizenship. Many
people were excluded on techni-
cal grounds and nothing has been
done to correct that,” he told PTI.

The Assam government and all political parties term the present list of NRC as faulty and
claim that genuine Indian citizens were excluded and many illegal foreigners were included 

CLEAN-UP ACT

Workers clear debris near the site of the demolished twin towers of Supertech, in Noida, Wednesday. Over 3,700
kg of explosives were used to bring down the two towers by waterfall implosion technique leaving approximately
80,000 tonnes of debris. PTI PHOTO

UP tops in number of convictions 
in women-related crimes: Govt 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, August 31: The Uttar
Pradesh government has claimed
that the state tops the list in number
of  convictions in women-related
crime, cybercrime and seizure of
firearms in 2021 as per latest National
Crime Records Bureau report.

Uttar Pradesh’s crime rate in
different categories including mur-
der, loot, dacoity, crime against
women, rape, crime against children
was less compared to other states
and there was only one riot incident
in 2021, an official statement is-
sued Tuesday night said. Uttar
Pradesh, the country's most pop-
ulous state, is at the 23rd place in
terms of  the crime rate, which is
crime incidence per lakh popula-
tion. However, Chief  Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s office termed Uttar
Pradesh as the ‘safest state’.  

The state got the success due to
the zero tolerance policy of
Adityanath against crime and crim-
inals, an official spokesperson said.

Uttar Pradesh is placed at the 23rd
spot among 28 states and eight
Union territories as far as the crime
rate is concerned, the statement
said. As per NCRB-2021 data, the
state is on the top among other
states in the country in the num-
ber of  convictions in crimes re-
lated to women, cybercrime and
seizure of  firearms, it said.

“The number of  convictions in
women-related crime was 7,713
while it was 292 in cyber crimes. A
total of  1,12,800 people were con-
victed in crimes related to IPC.
Besides, the number of  convic-
tions in seizure of  arms was 40,212
in 2021,” the statement said.

The state is at the second place
in the country in arresting people
accused in various cases under the
Indian Penal Code, it said, adding
a total of  4,43,304 arrests were made
in 2021. Uttar Pradesh stands at
the fourth place in recovery of  il-
legal property and the police have
recovered such property worth Rs
129.4 crore, while it stands at 16th
place in recovery of  fake Indian
currency notes, the statement said.

Reacting on the latest NCRB
data, Mritunjay Kumar, media ad-
visor to UP CM Adityanath, tweeted,
“UP tops in conviction in crime
against women and seizure of  arms
and after years UP has become riot
free.” He, however, did not elaborate.
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India is showing intent as
a problem solver despite
not being a traditional
contributor to global
emissions 
BHUPENDER YADAV | UNION
ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

RISE IN CYBERCRIMES IN ’21
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The Delhi
Sports
University

belongs not just to
Delhi, but the whole
country. We will
inculcate the
expertise and experience of athletes
from all over India to develop a
world-class sports institute

ARVIND KEJRIWAL | DELHI CHIEF MINISTER

of the
day uote 

Congress is a
democratic
party and its

Lok Sabha member
Shashi Tharoor is
qualified to contest
for the party’s
presidential election

K SUDHAKARAN | KPCC CHIEF

There has been
a four-fold
increase in

drug-related cases in
Kerala

PINARAYI VIJAYAN |
KERALA CHIEF MINISTER

Man gets death in
rape, murder case
Dahod: A local court here
Wednesday awarded capital
punishment to a man under
the POCSO Act for raping and
killing his two-and-a-half-year-
old neice in this district of
Gujarat. While handing down
the punishment, Additional
District Sessions Judge of
Limkheda (Dahod) B. S Parmar
also directed the District Legal
Aid Service Authority to pay
Rs five lakh compensation to
the victim's family.

Truck mows
down 12 cows 
Katni (MP): As many as 12
cows were killed and three
injured when a speeding truck
ran over them on the Jabalpur-
Rewa bypass in Madhya
Pradesh’s Katni district, police
said Wednesday. The incident
took place near Transport
Nagar area Tuesday when the
cows were squatting on the
road. The truck got stuck in
soil after hitting the cows and
running into the adjacent field. 

Sonia Gandhi’s
mother no more
New Delhi: Congress interim
president Sonia Gandhi's
mother Paola Maino passed
away at her home in Italy
Saturday and her funeral took
place Tuesday, party leaders
said Wednesday. In a tweet,
Congress General Secretary
Jairam Ramesh said: “Smt.
Sonia Gandhi’s mother, Mrs.
Paola Maino passed away at
her home in Italy Saturday the
27th August, 2022. The funeral
took place yesterday”.

Student found
dead on campus
Hyderabad: A student of 
IIT-Hyderabad student was
found dead in a suspected
case of suicide on the campus
of the institute, police said
Wednesday. The police said
they received information at
11.30 AM today. The incident
may have happened Tuesday
night, they said.  The 25-year-
old second year MTech (smart
mobility) student allegedly
ended his life by hanging
himself in his room where only
he was staying, the police
said.  The reason for the
extreme step was not known
immediately, they said.

Six Rohingya
girls rescued 
Patna: Six Rohingya girls,
allegedly being taken to Delhi
for the flesh trade racket, were
rescued from a train in Bihar’s
Katihar by Railway Protection
Force (RPF) personnel and
two men “escorting” them
held, an official said
Wednesday. One of the men,
Mohammad Ehsanul Haq,
said that they had picked up
the girls from the Guwahati
railway station and were
tasked to transport them to a
handler in New Delhi.

SHORT TAKES

Kolkata safest city in India: NCRB report
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, August 31: Kolkata has
topped the list of  cities with the least
number of  cognisable offences per
lakh of  its population, making the
metropolis the safest city of  India
in 2021, according to the latest
National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) report.

Experts, however, expressed ap-
prehension over Kolkata’s dwin-
dling crime numbers in the report.

“This data seems to be quite ab-
surd. There is clearly suppression
of  facts on the part of  the state
government,” claimed Ruby Sain,
former head of  the department of
sociology and coordinator of  the
Centre for the Study of  Religion and
Society at Jadavpur University.

“Most criminal activities in
Kolkata are going unreported, and
I am quite confident the data pro-
vided by the authorities is not the
actual picture,” she told PTI.

Emeritus Professor of  Sociology,
Presidency College, Prasanta Ray,

also echoed Sain's views, and said
there has been “suppression of
facts by the state government,
leading to a glorified picture for
West Bengal”.

“Criminal activities in the city
go unreported for several reasons
and that is a fact. If  you ask me to
believe in this data, I would say
the migration of  youths in search

of  work to other far-off  states could
be one reason. But I still have my
doubts,” Ray said.

According to former Kolkata
Police Joint CP (Crime) Pallab
Kanti Ghosh, the “hard work” of  the
dedicated police personnel was in-
strumental in this achievement.

“The city’s crime rate has been
sliding for the past seven year.  We
must thank our dedicated police-
men for making this possible,”
Ghosh said.

He also said that despite the ju-
risdiction of  Kolkata Police being
expanded following the addition
of  areas like Behala, Thakurpukur,
Kasba and Survey Park, the in-
frastructure remained “un-
changed”.

“Most of  the crimes these days
are happening in the areas that
were added, but our police officers
are dealing with those quite intel-
ligently. However, we must not for-
get that conventional crimes have
come down as criminals are going
high-tech now,” Ghosh added.

8 The city scored 103.4 per 1-lakh people in terms
of the number of cognisable offences, marching
ahead of Pune, which stood second (256.8) and
Hyderabad (259.9), the data showed

8 Kanpur (336.5),
Bangalore (427.2) and
Mumbai (428.4) were among
the other cities in the list

8 Kolkata had scored 129.5
in the 2020 report of NCRB

8 Its IPC crime rate
declined to 92.6 in 2021 
compared with 109.9 the 
previous year, as per the
report

PURE DEVOTION

Devotees worship Lord Ganesh on the occasion of Ganesh Chaturthi festival in Patna, Bihar PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Patna, August 31: Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar Wednesday
lashed out at the Narendra Modi
government in the Centre and crit-
icised its “excessive prachaar-
prasaar” (publicity) besides its al-
leged lack of  sensitivity towards the
needs of  the states.

Addressing a function here along-
side K Chandrasekhar Rao, his
Telangana counterpart, Kumar
took a veiled dig at BJP which has
undertaken an aggressive cam-
paign to expand its base in the
southern state.

“Your adversaries speak a lot
against you. Little do they realize
what stuff  you are made of. You
were the one whose single-minded
struggle led to the creation of
Telangana. The people will never
desert you”, Kumar, the de facto
leader of  the JD(U), said.                

His teaming with ‘KCR’, as Rao
is popularly called, is being seen as
an important step in the direction
of  achieving opposition unity.

Kumar’s speech was preceded
by KCR giving cheques of  ̀ 10 lakh
each to five soldiers from the state
who were killed in the stand-off
with Chinese troops in Galwan
valley of  Ladakh in 2020. 

The Telangana CM, who heads
Telangana Rastra Samiti, also gave
away cheques of  ̀ five lakh each to
family members of  12 migrant
labourers from Bihar who died in
a fire in Hyderabad in March.

Kumar, who made the conclud-
ing remarks, expressed anguish
over the Narendra Modi govern-
ment's stout refusal to accept his
plea for giving special category
status to Bihar. 

“The special status could have
helped us develop faster. I have
now left them (BJP-led govern-
ment). The old times were dif-
ferent as Atal ji (Atl Bihari
Vajpayee) used to treat others
with respect. Now there is no
work only prachaar and prasaar”,
said Kumar, who severed his ties
with the saffron party accusing it
of  trying to break his party.

Nitish shares stage with 
KCR, lashes out at Modi govt 

‘`1400CR SCAM’ ROW

Delhi L-G to sue AAP
MLAs for defamation
AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 31: Delhi 
L-G V K Saxena will take legal ac-
tion against AAP MLAs Atishi,
Saurabh Bhardwaj and Durgesh
Pathak and DDC vice-chairman
Jasmine Shah among others for
their “false and defamatory” graft
charges against him, officials said
Wednesday.

No reaction was immediately
available from the AAP or its lead-
ers over the development.

The Arvind Kejriwal-led party
are up in arms against the LG after
AAP MLA Durgesh Pathak alleged
in the Delhi Assembly Monday
that Saxena, as chairman of  the
Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC), had pressured
his employees to exchange de-
monetised notes worth ̀ 1,400 crore
in 2016.

Officials at the LG secretariat
said the matter was probed by the
CBI and the agency has already
filed a charge sheet against two
accused KVIC employees. The mat-
ter is pending in the Rouse Avenue
Court, New Delhi, they said.

“It is reiterated that the matter
being falsely touted by the AAP is
with regards to just ̀ 17.07 lakh as
against the claims of  ` 1,400 crore
which is nothing but a figment of
imagination of  the accusers who will
face the consequences,” the offi-
cials said.  

“The Lt Governor has decided to
take legal action against Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leaders – Saurabh
Bhardwaj, Atishi, Durgesh Pathak
and Jasmine Shah among others –

for highly defamatory and false al-
legations of  corruption by them, at-
tributed to his tenure as chairman
of  KVIC,” said a note from L-G of-
fice. AAP MLAs had forced ad-
journment of  the special session

sitting of  the Assembly Monday
demanding the L-G's resigna-
tion. Later, the allegation was re-
peated inside and outside the
Assembly by several AAP lead-
ers including Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia. 

The relations between the
AAP and Delhi LG have taken a
turn for the worse, after Saxena,
in July, recommended a CBI
probe into alleged irregulari-
ties in the implementation of
the Arvind Kejriwal govern-
ment's Excise Policy 2021-22.

The CBI has already inquired
into the case at the behest of
KVIC itself  and filed the charge
sheet as well. 

The people, based on whose
statements these allegations are
being manufactured against the
LG, are the two people who have
prima facie been found to be en-
gaged in corruption at KVIC
after demonetisation by CBI,”
said the note.

MLAs hold dharna
outside CBI office
New Delhi: A delegation of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) sat on
a dharna outside the CBI
headquarters here Wednesday
after it went to meet agency
director Subodh Kumar Jaiswal
to demand a probe into alleged
attempts to topple non-BJP
government but was not
allowed entry. The AAP had
earlier in the day said it would
meet Jaiswal to demand a
probe into the alleged attempts
to unseat non-BJP governments
in various states by the saffron
party by poaching legislators
under ‘Operation Lotus’. 

CHURCH VANDALISM 

TENSION IN 
PUNJAB VILLAGE 
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chandigarh, August 31: Tension
erupted in a village in Punjab's
Tarn Taran district located close
to the India-Pakistan border
Wednesday after a group of  mis-
creants vandalised a three-story
church and broke the statues of
Mother Mary and Jesus Christ.

Condemning the incident, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann ordered
a probe into the desecration and fire
incident. "This is a highly con-
demnable incident, and severest
of  severe action must be taken
against the perpetrators of  this
heinous crime," said the Chief
Minister in a statement.

He said he has directed the
Director General of  Police (DGP)
to minutely probe into this un-
pardonable incident. He said this
incident is a handiwork of  the
forces inimical to the peace, pros-
perity and progress of  the state.

After keeping the security guard
captive at gunpoint, the miscre-
ants also set on fire the pastor's
car. Visuals of  the car engulfing in
flames and vandalisation of  the
statues were caught on CCTVs.

A person was caught on the cam-
era repeatedly hitting the idol with
a hammer.

A large number of  people be-
longing to the community staged
a sit-in protest at Thakarpura vil-
lage, the crime spot, demand-
ing the arrest of  the accused
and security for the minority
community.

India lodged avg 86
rape cases daily in ’21
The number of rape cases in 2020 was 28,046, while
it was 32,033 in 2019, the National Crime Records

Bureau’s ‘Crime in India 2021’ report showed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 31: India reg-
istered 31,677 cases of  rape in 2021
-- an average 86 daily -- while nearly
49 cases of  crime against women
were lodged every single hour, ac-
cording to the latest government re-
port on crimes in the country.

The number of  rape cases in
2020 was 28,046, while it was 32,033
in 2019, the National Crime Records
Bureau's ‘Crime in India 2021’ re-
port showed. The NCRB functions
under the Ministry of  Home Affairs.

Among states, Rajasthan (6,337)
was on top of  the list followed by
Madhya Pradesh (2 ,947) ,
Maharashtra (2,496) and Uttar
Pradesh (2,845), while Delhi
recorded 1,250 rape cases in 2021,
it showed.

The rate of  crime (per lakh
population) for rape was highest
in Rajasthan (16.4) followed by
Chandigarh (13.3), Delhi (12.9),
Haryana (12.3) and Arunachal
Pradesh (11.1). The all-India av-
erage rate stood at 4.8, according
to the NCRB.

Overall 4,28,278 cases of  ‘crimes
against women’were lodged across
the country in 2021, with a rate of
crime (per one lakh population)
64.5. The charge-sheeting rate in
such offences was 77.1, the official
data showed.

The number of  cases of  crimes
against women in 2020 stood at
3,71,503 and in 2019 at 4,05,326.

The crimes against women cat-
egory included offences like rape,
rape with murder, dowry, acid at-
tacks, suicide abetment, kidnap-
ping, forced marriage, human
trafficking, online harassment,
among others.

In 2021, the maximum cases of
crimes against women were
lodged in Uttar Pradesh (56,083)
followed by Rajasthan (40,738),
Maharashtra (39,526), West Bengal
(35,884) and Odisha 31,352, the
NCRB showed.

However, in terms of  rate of
crime against women, Assam
(168.3) was on the top of  the list
for 2021, followed by Delhi (147),
Odisha (137), Haryana (119.7) and
Telangana (111.2).

Kejriwal launches virtual school
AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 31: Chief
Minister  Arvind Kejriwal
Wednesday launched ‘country’s
first virtual school’ in
Delhi for students un-
able to take physical
classes.

“We star ted
Happiness Classes,
Patriotic Curriculum
and many special
schools, along with we
are building residential
schools for children beg-
ging at traffic lights,
Sports University, Skill
University has been set
up, Army Preparatory School has
been started. Today we are going
to start the country's first virtual
school,” said Kejriwal while launch-
ing.

He said that many parents
do not want to send girls out,
many children start working
early, such children can study in
this virtual school. “Children
should come to school physically,

but those who are unable to make
this, this school will provide edu-
cation,” he said in a digital press
briefing. 

Applications are being invited
from Wedenesday
for Class 9 for 2022-
23. Any child from
across the country
between the ages
of  13 and 18 can
a p p l y  f o r  t h i s .
Meanwhile, The
first virtual school
in the country was
launched last year
by the Centre and
not by the Delhi
government,  the

National Institute of  Open
Schooling (NIOS) said. 

"With reference to certain
media reports regarding the
claims of  India's first virtual
school being launched today. It is
informed that the first virtual
school of  the country was al-
r e a dy  l a u n c h e d  by  U n i o n
Education Minister in August
last year," the NIOS said.

Applications are
being invited from
Wednesday for Class
9 for 2022-23. Any
child from across the
country between the
ages of 13 & 18 can
apply for this

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

VK Saxena

India reported 52,974 cases of cybercrime in
2021, an increase of over 5 per cent from 2020
(50,035 cases) and over 15 per cent from 2019
(44,735 cases), according to latest government
data. Over 70 per cent of the cybercrime cases
were reported from Telangana, Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka, Maharashtra and Assam, the
National Crime Records Bureau’s (NCRB)
‘Crime In India – 2021’ report showed
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I’m
determined

to ban assault
weapons in this
country. Determined. I
did it once before and
I’ll do it again
JOE BIDEN | PRESIDENT, US

The US Army has grounded its entire fleet
of Chinook helicopters, a battlefield
workhorse since the 1960s, over the risk of
engine fires, a media report said Tuesday.
The report said such an extreme step was
taken out of abundance of caution. India
has about 15 CH-47 Chinook helicopters

US GROUNDS CHINOOK CHOPPERS
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international
Britain is the
best country in
the world to

grow up in, start a
family and build a
business, and our
future looks bright.
But we can only get there if we
tackle the challenges we face in the
short term head-on with honesty
and a credible plan

RISHI SUNAK | FORMER CHANCELLOR, UK

of the
day uote 

rishi sunak |
former
chancellor, uk

Climate change is a
profound challenge
in Africa and a great
challenge of our
time, amplifying existing social,
political and economic inequalities

PATRICIA SCOTLAND | SECRETARY-GENERAL,
COMMONWEALTH GROUP OF FORMER BRITISH

COLONIES

The United
States has
concerns about

any country
exercising with
Russia while Russia
wages an
unprovoked, brutal war against
Ukraine. But, of course, every
participating country will make its
own decisions. And I’ll leave it at that

KAREN JEAN-PIERRE | PRESS SECRETARY,
WHITE HOUSE

Queen to appoint
UK PM in Scotland
London: Queen Elizabeth II will
appoint Britain’s new Prime
Minister, either Rishi Sunak or
Liz Truss, in Scotland where
she is currently based and
won’t travel down to London,
Buckingham Palace confirmed
Wednesday. In a break from
royal tradition, the 96-year-old
monarch will receive the
newly elected Conservative
Party leader at her Balmoral
Castle residence next Tuesday
– a day after the Tory
leadership election result is
announced Monday. The
outgoing Prime Minister, Boris
Johnson, will formally hand in
his resignation to the monarch
earlier in the day, after which
she will receive his successor. 

SL strikes loan
pact with IMF
Colombo: Sri Lanka and the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) have reached a
preliminary agreement on an
emergency loan to the crisis-
hit country and a formal
announcement will be made
Thursday, four sources with
direct knowledge of the
matter said. The debt-laden
island nation had sought up to
$3 billion from the global
lender as it struggles with its
worst economic crisis in more
than seven decades. Lankans
have faced acute shortages of
basic goods.

Woman gets 45
years in prison
Dubai: A Saudi court has
sentenced a woman to 45
years in prison for allegedly
damaging the country through
her social media activity,
according to a court document
obtained Wednesday. It was
the second such sentence that
has drawn scrutiny of the
kingdom this month. Little is
known about Nourah bint
Saeed al-Qahtani, who hails
from one of the biggest tribes
in Saudi Arabia and has no
apparent history of activism. 

Japan PM apologises 
Tokyo: Japan’s Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida Wednesday said
his ruling party will cut ties
with the Unification Church
following a widening scandal
triggered by former leader
Shinzo Abe’s assassination last
month. Widespread cozy ties
between members of Kishida’s
governing Liberal Democratic
Party, many of them belonging
to Abe’s faction, and the South
Korean-born church have
surfaced since Abe was shot to
death while giving a campaign
speech in July.

SHORT TAKES

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, August 31: Shamima
Be gum, the London-bor n
Bangladeshi-origin woman who
fled the UK and joined the Islamic
State (ISIS) terrorist network as a
teenager, was smuggled into Syria
by a spy for Canada, a new book has
claimed.

‘The Secret History of  the Five
Eyes’ by Richard Kerbaj, to be pub-

lished Thursday, claims that Canada
privately admitted its involvement
and then asked British authori-
ties to cover up its role. The term
“Five Eyes” refers to the network
of  intelligence-sharing between
Canada, Britain, the US, Australia
and New Zealand.

“For seven years now this has
been covered up by the Canadians,”
Kerbaj told the ‘Guardian’ and
claimed that he interviewed mul-

tiple Canadian intelligence offi-
cials for the book to confirm the
timeline of  events.

“I think the cover-up is worse
than the offence in many ways
here because you would expect
human intelligence agencies to re-
cruit members of  criminal groups
and terrorist groups,” he said.

Begum, referred to as an ISIS
bride after marrying a Dutch fighter
of  the terror network in Syria,
gave birth to three children – all of
whom later died. She was a 15-
year-old schoolgirl when she and
two fellow pupils at Bethnal Green
academy travelled from east London
to Syria in 2015.

She, along with her school
friends Kadiza Sultana, 16, and
Amira Abase, 15, were met at
Istanbul bus station for their on-

ward journey to a life with ISIS in
Syria by a man called Mohammed
Al Rashed. 

Rashed is said to have been a
double agent who shared Begum’s

passport details with Canada and
smuggled dozens of  others from
Britain to fight for ISIS.

Begum family’s lawyer, Tasnime
Akunjee, has argued that the

teenager was trafficked out of  the
UK. The suggestion that a west-
ern intelligence asset may have
been involved, including organis-
ing bus tickets for the schoolgirl,
will reignite the debate over the
removal of  her British citizenship
in 2019 by then Home Secretary
Sajid Javid.

Last year, the UK Supreme Court
upheld the decision to bar the
now 23-year-old from returning
to the UK. There was no sugges-
tion in the Supreme Court judg-
ment that the British authorities
knew the circumstances of  her
smuggling into Syria.

Begum currently lives in a de-
tention camp in northern Syria
and is due to make a fresh case at
a Special Immigration Appeals
commission in November.

ISIS bride Shamima Begum was smuggled by Canada spy, book claims
Begum, referred to as an ISIS bride after marrying a

Dutch fighter of the terror network in Syria, gave
birth to three children – all of whom later died. She

was a 15-year-old schoolgirl when she and two fellow
pupils at Bethnal Green academy travelled from

east London to Syria in 2015

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, August 31:Around five
million people in flood-hit Pakistan,
including children, may fall sick due
to the outbreak of  water-borne
and vector-borne diseases such as
typhoid and diarrhea in the next
four to 12 weeks, health experts
have warned.

As the condition stays grim,
health officials said that people in
the flooded areas of  Sindh,
Balochistan, southern Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are
likely to get diarrhea, cholera,
gastroenteritis, typhoid and vec-
tor-borne diseases like dengue
and malaria.

It is estimated that a disease out-
break would initially require med-
icines and medical supplies worth
Rs 1 billion, they said, and urged
donors, philanthropists and com-
mon people to donate these after
consulting health experts and of-
ficials of  rescue and welfare or-
ganisations.

“Of  the 33 million people af-
fected due to monsoon rains and
floods across Pakistan, it is esti-
mated that around five million
people, including children, would
get sick due to the outbreak of
water-borne and vector-borne dis-
eases in the next four to 12 weeks,”
renowned public health expert
and Vice-Chancellor of  the Health
Services  Academy (HSA)
Islamabad Shahzad Ali was quoted
as saying by the newspaper. 

“As there is no clean drinking
water available in the flood-rav-
aged areas, there is a risk of  out-
break of  diarrhea, cholera, ty-
phoid, gastroenteritis, dengue and
malaria,” he added.

He said children would be more
vulnerable due to weak immunity
and warned that an outbreak of
acute watery diarrhea, and other
water-borne diseases could kill
hundreds of  children and adults
if  immediate preventive measures
were not adopted.

“There is an urgent need to vac-
cinate all the people in the flood af-
fected areas against typhoid-
cholera. This vaccine is available
in the country and it can be de-
ployed to prevent deaths from ty-
phoid and cholera in Sindh and
Balochistan. Similarly, prophy-
lactic treatment of  malaria should
also be started to prevent deaths
from the vector-borne disease,”
Khan said.

Urging the authorities to make
anti-snake venom and anti-ra-
bies vaccines available in abun-
dance, he said hundreds of  in-
cidents of  snake-bite and dog-bite
had been reported from Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a ,  S i n d h  a n d
Balochistan provinces.

Former health director-general
and an expert on infectious dis-
eases Rana Muhammad Safdar
was of  the opinion that children
in the flood affected areas were
the most vulnerable and needed im-
mediate medical attention, saying
immunisation programmes of  the
provinces should reach out to un-
vaccinated children.

On the other hand, officials of  the
welfare organisations working in

the flood-hit areas said a large
number of  people, including
women and children, had already
started suffering from water-borne
infections, including diarrhea,
gastroenteritis, cholera, fever, flu,
allergy, scabies and other fungal
skin ailments.

The health authorities, he said,
were also coordinating with the
local pharmaceuticals and char-
ity and welfare organisations to
help them reach out to the af-
fected areas in dire need of  med-
ical supplies.

“It’s a gigantic task and the
government alone cannot handle
the situation. So we are engag-
ing all individuals and organisa-
tions and channelising the oper-

ation for effective results,” he was
quoted as saying in the report.

CATACLYSMIC DELUGE

Pak floods trigger health crisis; 5mn in danger
FLOODS TRIGGERED BY UNPRECEDENTED MONSOON
RAINS HAVE CAUSED WIDESPREAD HAVOC ACROSS
PAKISTAN, KILLING OVER 1,100 PEOPLE SO FAR AND
DESTROYING FARMLANDS. THOSE WHO SURVIVED

NATURE’S FURY ARE NOW FACING SEVERE HEALTH ISSUES Islamabad: At least 6,50,000
pregnant women in the flood-
hit regions of  Pakistan ur-
gently need care to deal with
the unprecedented natural
calamity that has left more
than 1,100 persons dead and
affected over 33 million oth-
ers, according to an UN agency.
The United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) also warned
that there was an increased
risk of  gender-based violence
(GBV) against women and girls
as almost a million houses
were damaged in the floods
that have wreaked havoc across
Pakistan since early June.
According to the UNFPA, a sex-
ual and reproductive health
agency, which has painted a
bleak picture of  women af-
fected by the unprecedented
floods, over 73,000 of  the 6,50,000
women, who are expected to
deliver next month, are in dire
need of  maternal health serv-
ice. “Up to 73,000 women ex-
pected to deliver next month
will need skilled birth atten-
dants, newborn care, and sup-
port,” the Dawn newspaper
cited the UN agency as saying.

6.5L PREGNANT
WOMEN IN DIRE
NEED OF CARE

HERITAGE SITES RAVAGED
Islamabad: Iconic vestiges such as the ‘Mound of  the Dead’ in
Mohenjo-Daro and Kot Diji, the last surviving bastions of  the cen-
turies-old Indus Valley Civilisation, situated in Pakistan’s Sindh
province, were damaged by the unprecedented floods that have
wreaked havoc across the country, a media report said Wednesday.
The Mound of  the Dead, one of  Mohenjo-Daro’s most iconic his-
torical sites, and one of  the few surviving bastions of  the Indus Valley
Civilisation, was covered in blue tarpaulin, as workers scrambled

to prevent water from seeping down into the unexcavated part of  the
site, the Dawn newspaper said.  Mohenjo-Daro is an archaeological
site situated in Pakistan’s Sindh province, built around 2,500 BCE, and
is one of  the largest settlements of  the ancient Indus Valley Civilisation.
It was designated ‘UNESCO World Heritage Site’ in 1980.  

n EXPERTS ESTIMATE THAT A
DISEASE OUTBREAK WOULD
INITIALLY REQUIRE MEDICINES 
AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
WORTH RS 1 BILLION

n IN ADDITION TO DIARRHEA AND
OTHER WATER-BORNE DISEASES,
CHILDREN ARE AT THE RISK OF
GETTING MEASLES WHICH CAN
SPREAD LIKE FIRE AMONG THE
DISPLACED POPULATIONS

My
point was that

international community,
particularly the developed

world, should not leave developing
countries like Pakistan at the mercy
of climate change. If it is us today, it

can be somebody else tomorrow.
Threat of climate change is real,
potent & staring us in the face

SHEHBAZ SHARIF | PM, PAKISTAN

REUTERS

Frankfurt, August 31: Russia
halted gas supplies via Europe’s key
supply route Wednesday, intensi-
fying an economic battle between
Moscow and Brussels and raising
the prospects of  recession and en-
ergy rationing in some of  the re-
gion’s richest countries.

European governments fear
Moscow could extend the outage in
retaliation for Western sanctions
imposed after it invaded Ukraine
and have accused Russia of  using
energy supplies as a “weapon of
war”. Moscow denies doing this
and has cited technical reasons
for supply cuts.

Russian state energy giant
Gazprom (GAZP.MM) said Nord
Stream 1, the biggest pipeline car-
rying gas to its top customer
Germany, will be out for mainte-
nance from 0100 GMT August 31 to
0100 GMT September 3. 

Russia deepens
energy squeeze 

Revelers play in tomato pulp during the annual “La Tomatina” food fight festival in Bunol, Spain REUTERS

LET’S PAINT IT RED

REUTERS

Taipei, August 31: Taiwan said
Wednesday it would exercise its
right to self  defence and counter-
attack if  Chinese armed forces en-

tered its territory, as Beijing in-
creased military activities near
the democratic island.

Beijing, which claims Taiwan
as its own against the strong ob-
jections of  the government in
Taipei, has held military exercises
around the island this month in re-
action to a visit to Taipei by US
House of  Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi. 

Taiwanese defence officials said
China’s “high intensity” military
patrols near Taiwan continued
and Beijing’s intention of  making
the Taiwan Strait separating the two
sides its “inner sea” would become
the main source of  instability in the
region. “For aircraft and ships that

entered our sea and air territory of
12 nautical miles, the national
army will exercise right to self-de-
fence and counter-attack without
exception,” Lin Wen-Huang, deputy
chief  of  the general staff  for op-
erations and planning, told re-
porters at a news briefing.

Taiwan has complained of
Chinese drones repeatedly flying
close to its small groups of  islands
near China’s coast.

The military will exercise the
same right to counter-attack
Chinese drones that did not heed
warnings to leave its territory after
posing threats, Lin added.

China’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian, in a reg-
ular press briefing, reiterated
China’s position that Taiwan be-
longed to it.

“Firstly I need to tell you,
Taiwan is a province of  China, it
has no so-called defence ministry.
The Taiwan authorities are play-
ing up their nervousness, this is
meaningless,” he said. Earlier
in the week, the ministry had
dismissed complaints from
Taiwan about drone harassment
as ‘not worth fussing about”. 

Taiwan vows counter-attack 
if China breaches territory

REUTERS

Madrid, August 31: A 20-month-
old girl died after being struck on
the head during a violent hail-
stor m that caused havoc in
Catalonia, northeastern Spain, au-
thorities said Wednesday.

Fist-sized hailstones up to 10
centimetres (4 inches) in diame-
ter rained down on Tuesday on an
area around the village of  La Bisbal
d’Emporda. They caused injuries

- mostly broken bones and bruis-
ing - to around 50 other people,
broadcaster TV3 said.

“People started screaming and
hiding”, said musician Sicus
Carbonell, who filmed the storm’s
destructive aftermath in Castell

d’Emporda, a nearby hotel where
his band was playing a canvas-cov-
ered terrace when everyone was
forced to run for cover.

The toddler who was struck in
the head in La Bisbal d’Emporda
and died at Girona’s Trueta hospital,
authorities there said. The hail-
stones were the biggest recorded in
two decades in Catalonia, accord-
ing to meteorological agency
Meteocat. Parts of  the region re-
mained on storm alert Wednesday.

Fist-sized hailstone claims toddler 
Taiwan fired warning

shots at a Chinese drone
for the first time Tuesday

shortly after President
Tsai Ing-wen ordered

Taiwan’s military to take
“strong countermeasures”
against what she termed

Chinese provocations

EU TO TIGHTEN TRAVEL
NORMS FOR RUSSIANS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Prague, August 31: European
Union countries agreed  Wednesday
to make it harder for Russian citi-
zens to enter the 27-nation bloc, but
they failed to find a consensus on
imposing an outright tourist ban in
response to Russia’s war on Ukraine.

EU foreign ministers were des-
perate to put on a show of  unity and
punish President Vladimir Putin
for launching the war. Still, they
couldn’t bridge differences over
whether Russian citizens, some of
them possibly opposed to the inva-
sion, should also pay a price. 

The plan now is to make it more
time-consuming and costly for
Russian citizens to obtain short-
term visas to enter Europe’s pass-
port-free travel zone — a 26-country
area made up of  most of  the EU
members plus Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway and Switzerland known
as the Schengen area.
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Basically, freebies
given by state

governments can wreak
havoc with state finances.
As demonstrated in Sri
Lanka’s case, fiscal
profligacy always leads to
disaster
NAGESH KUMAR | DIRECTOR, ISID

The country’s largest airline IndiGo and
British carrier Virgin Atlantic Wednesday
announced a codeshare agreement. The
agreement will allow Virgin Atlantic to
sell seats to passengers connecting onto
IndiGo flights

INDIGO, VIRGIN ANNOUNCE 
CODESHARE AGREEMENT
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The
strengthening
of the dollar

will keep the rupee
under pressure and
the market can test
new low levels for
the rupee

HEMAL SHAH |
BUSINESS CONSULTING PARTNER, EY

of the
day uote 

It’s clear that
Maruti has
become a very,

very important part
of Suzuki Japan

RC BHARGAVA |
CHAIRMAN, MARUTI SUZUKI

We believe that
the underlying
market is

bullish. Given India’s
stance as a high-
performing economy,
there are many
reasons for India to be an excellent
performer as we advance

SUNIL DAMANIA | CHIEF INVESTMENT

OFFICER, MARKETSMOJO

Reliance buys Campa
New Delhi: Reliance
Industries, which announced
entry into the FMCG space
earlier this week, has
acquired the home-grown
soft drink brand Campa from
Delhi-based Pure Drinks
Group, said sources. The
deal is estimated to be
around Rs 22 crore and
Reliance Retail Ventures
would introduce it to the
general trade and local
markets around Diwali, said
sources close to the
development. Reliance Retail
Ventures, the retail arm of
billionaire Mukesh Ambani’s
Reliance group, has already
introduced its three variants
including its iconic cola
flavour, orange and lemon at
its selected stores.

SpiceJet loss widens
to `789 crore in June  
Mumbai: SpiceJet, which is
facing headwinds, Wednesday
reported widening of net loss
to Rs 789 crore in the June
quarter as high fuel prices
and rupee depreciation
adversely impacted the
budget carrier. Amid the
financial turmoil, the airline
plans to raise $200 million,
which is around Rs 1,600 crore
at current exchange rates and
expects to complete the
hiving-off of its profitable
cargo business into a
separate company in the
current quarter. The crisis-hit
airline has also delayed
payment of salaries to staff
for the second straight month. 

Zomato starts
‘Intercity Legends’
New Delhi: Online food
delivery platform Zomato has
started a pilot project to
deliver unique food from any
city in India to different parts
of the country, according to
founder & CEO Deepinder
Goyal. In a blogpost, he said
through its ‘Intercity Legends’,
Zomato is working to enable
customers to order anywhere
from India “legendary dishes
like baked rosogollas from
Kolkata, biryani from
Hyderabad, Mysore Pak from
Bangalore, kebabs from
Lucknow, butter chicken from
Old Delhi, or pyaaz kachori
from Jaipur” and deliver it the
next day.

NTPC to raise upto
`12K-cr via bonds
New Delhi: NTPC has got
shareholders’ approval to
raise up to Rs 12,000 crore
through issuance of non-
convertible debentures on
private placement basis. The
resolution was passed with
requisite majority in the
annual general meeting held
Tuesday. The funds to be
raised in one or more tranches
(not exceeding 12) will be
used for capital expenditure,
working capital and general
corporate purposes, as per the
notice for the AGM. 

SHORT TAKES

This decade’s oil boom is moving offshore - way offshore

REUTERS

Washington, August 31: Global
oil companies are pumping bil-
lions of  dollars into offshore drilling,
reversing a long decline in spend-
ing on the decades-long projects
including some in the remote ice-
berg waters far off  Canada’s
Atlantic coast.

Offshore production sites are
more expensive to build than on-
shore shale, the last decade’s in-
vestment darling. But once they
are up and running, they can turn
profits at lower prices than other

forms of  production, according to
consultancy Rystad Energy.

They are also designed to pump
oil for decades, a counterintuitive
move that could increase finan-
cial risk for the projects as the
world pushes for net-zero green-
house gas emissions by 2050 to
slow climate change.

One of  the most remote devel-
opments is near Canada, where
Norway’s Equinor ASA is close to
a final decision on its Bay du Nord
project 500 kilometers (311 miles)
offshore of  Newfoundland and
Labrador.

Global offshore investment
should rise 27% from 2021 levels to
$173 billion in 2024, reversing a
decade of  decline and growing
slightly faster than onshore in-
vestment, Rystad estimates.

The profitability of  offshore
projects depends on future oil de-
mand, and forecasts vary widely.

The International Energy Agency
(IEA) in 2021 advised against new
fossil fuel projects for the world to

reach net-zero emissions by 2050 if
global transportation is fully sup-
plied by electric vehicles and re-

newable fuels by mid-century, oil
demand would drop 75% to about
25 million barrels per day, IEA said.
‘PRECIOUS AND FRAGILE’

Producing offshore emits less
carbon per barrel than onshore as
projects’ massive scale and new
technology make it easier to curb
flaring and methane emissions
and recycle heat.

Offshore projects still carry huge
environmental risks, said Gretchen
Fitzgerald, Sierra Club’s Atlantic
director. After a spill, Equinor
would be unlikely to contain oil

due to intense wave action and in-
stead use chemicals to disperse it.
Such an approach may harm north-
ern bottlenose whales and deep
sea corals, she said.

“Because it’s so far offshore,
it’s hard for people to imagine
what the environment is like. But
it’s pretty precious and fragile,”
Fitzgerald said.

Other European oil majors are
setting similar goals. Both Shell
PLC and BP plan to reduce crude
output over time but say they will
keep investing heavily offshore.
Each is adding a new Gulf  of
Mexico platform this year.

“We believe that hydrocarbons
will be part of  the energy mix for
many decades to come,” said Shell’s
executive-vice president for global
deepwater, Paul Goodfellow.

Offshore accounts for about one-
third of  world oil output, but that
could increase in coming years.

Surging oil prices are
encouraging the investments,

along with Europe’s 
mounting energy demand 

as the Ukraine-Russia 
war drags on

Offshore projects generate fewer emissions
per barrel than other forms of oil production

due to their massive scale, but they would still
increase global air pollution

Environmental groups warn that spills far
offshore are hard to clean up

Those facilities that
are producing oil and

gas with zero or near-
zero production emissions
are going to be the last ones
standing
JONATHAN WILKINSON | NATURAL
RESOURCES MINISTER, CANADA

WORLD’S FASTEST GROWING ECONOMY 

GDP expands by 13.5% in Q1
THE GROWTH, THOUGH LOWER THAN THE RESERVE BANK OF INDIA ESTIMATE OF
16.2 PER CENT, WAS FUELLED BY CONSUMPTION AND SIGNALLED A REVIVAL OF

DOMESTIC DEMAND, PARTICULARLY IN THE SERVICES SECTOR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 31: India re-
mains the world’s fastest-growing
economy, with GDP expanding 13.5
per cent in the April-June quar-
ter, the quickest pace in a year, but
rising interest costs and the loom-
ing threat of  recession in major
world economies could slow the
momentum in coming quarters.

Gross domestic product (GDP)
growth of  13.5 per cent year-on-
year compares to a 20.1 per cent ex-
pansion a year back and 4.09 per
cent growth in the previous three
months to March, official data re-
leased Wednesday showed.

Pent-up demand is driving con-
sumption as consumers, after two
years of  pandemic restrictions, are
stepping out and spending. The
services sector has seen a strong
bounce back that will get a boost
from the festival season next month.

But the slowing growth of  the
manufacturing sector at 4.8 per
cent is an area of  worry. Also, im-
ports being higher than exports is
a matter of  concern. Additionally,
an uneven monsoon is likely to
weigh upon agri growth and rural
demand. 

The GDP print will, however,
allow the Reserve Bank of  India to
focus on controlling inflation,
which has stayed above the com-
fort zone of  6 per cent for seven
straight months.

The central bank has raised the
benchmark policy rate by 140 basis
points in three instalments since
May and has vowed to do more to
bring inflation under control.

Besides tighter monetary con-
ditions, Asia’s third-largest econ-
omy faces headwinds from higher
energy and commodity prices that

are likely to weigh on consumer
demand and companies’ invest-
ment plans.

Also, consumer spending, which
accounts for nearly 55 per cent of
economic activity, has been hit
hard by soaring food and fuel
prices.

The GVA growth of  12.7 per cent
in Q1 FY2023, powered by a sharp
base-effect-led 17.6 per cent ex-
pansion in services and an 8.6 per
cent rise in the industry amid a sur-
prisingly sanguine 4.5 per cent
growth in agriculture, belying the
adverse impact of  the heat wave on
the rabi harvest of  wheat. 

Commenting on the GDP num-
bers, Finance Secretary TV
Somanathan said India’s GDP is
now nearly 4 per cent higher than
pre-pandemic levels. He empha-
sised that the government was on
track to meeting the fiscal deficit
target of  6.4 per cent of  GDP for the

current fiscal year ending March
31, 2023. Indian economy, he said,
is on course for a more than 7 per
cent growth in the current fiscal.

Economic Affairs Secretary
Ajay Seth said gross fixed capital
formation was up 34.7 per cent in
April-June, the highest in 10 years.
Also, GST tax collections, which are
directly proportional to economic
activity, are likely to be in the
healthy range of  Rs 1.42-1.43 lakh
crore in August, he said.

The production growth of  eight
infrastructure sectors -- coal, crude
oil, natural gas, refinery products,
fertiliser, steel, cement and elec-
tricity -- was 11.5 per cent in April-
July this fiscal against 21.4 per
cent a year ago. 

Parallelly, official employment
data showed the unemployment
rate in urban areas dipping to 7.6
per cent in April-June from 12.6 per
cent in the year-ago quarter.

Real GDP or Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) at Constant (2011-
12) Prices in Q1 2022-23 is esti-
mated to attain a level of  Rs 36.85
lakh crore against Rs 32.46 lakh
crore in Q1 2021-22, showing a
growth of  13.5 per cent compared
to 20.1 per cent a year ago, the
National Statistical Office (NSO)
statement said. 

The real GDP in absolute terms
stood at Rs 27.03 lakh crore in the
April-June quarter in 2020. It had
contracted by 23.8 per cent in the
first quarter of  2020-21 on account
of  lockdown restrictions to curb the
spread of  coronavirus. 

As per the data, Gross Value
Added (GVA) grew by 12.7 per cent
to Rs 34.41 lakh crore in April-
June this year. The GVA growth in
the farm sector is 4.5 per cent in the
first quarter compared to 2.2 per
cent a year ago. 

However, the GVA growth in
the manufacturing sector decel-
erated sharply to 4.8 per cent dur-
ing the quarter from 49 per cent in
the year-ago period.

The NSO stated that the Nominal
GDP or GDP at Current Prices in
Q1 2022-23 is estimated at Rs 64.95
lakh crore against Rs 51.27 lakh
crore in Q1 2021-22, showing a
growth of  26.7 per cent compared
to 32.4 per cent a year ago.

We remain on course
to meet the 7.4 per

cent. We expect to
achieve. This does not really
reflect on what is expected
to be annual real GDP
growth. So, 7-7.5 per cent in
that range. 7.4 per cent is
what the IMF has predicted
TV SOMANATHAN | FINANCE SECRETARY

8 On course to achieve fiscal deficit target, says Finance Secy 

8 Private investment during April-June increased 20.1% YoY 

8 Govt spending rose 1.3% while private consumption was up 25.9% 

8 GDP growth in Q1 was higher than China’s 0.4% growth in April-June

Govt okays provision 
of pulses to states at
discounted rates

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 31: The Centre
Wednesday raised the procurement
ceiling for tur, urad and masur under
the PSS scheme and also decided to
dispose of  15 lakh tonne of  chana pro-
cured under its two programmes
to states at a discounted rate. 

The decision in this regard was
taken in the meeting of  the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA), chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Price Support Scheme (PSS),
under the Agriculture Ministry,
is operationalised only when prices
of  agri-produce fall below the min-
imum support price (MSP).

On the other hand, Price
Stabilisation Fund (PSF), which is
under the Food Ministry, commodities
are purchased at market prices.

“CCEA has approved enhance-
ment of  ceiling on the quantity of
procurement under PSS from ex-
isting 25 per cent to 40 per cent in
respect of  tur, urad and masur,” an
official statement said. 

The CCEA also approved the
disposal of  chana to states and
Union Territories at a discounted
rate to be utilised for various wel-
fare schemes from the stock pro-
cured under PSS and PSF. 

The states will be offered to lift
15 lakh tonne of  chana at a dis-

count of  Rs 8 per kg over the issue
price of  the sourcing state on a
first come first serve basis, it said. 

The states are required to use this
chana in various welfare schemes
like Mid-Day Meal,  Public
Distribution System (PDS), and
Integrated Child Development
Programmes (ICDP), among others.

“This will be one-time dispen-
sation for a period of  12 months or
till complete disposal of  15 lakh
tonne stock of  chana whichever
is earlier,” the government said. 

The decision to dispose of  chana
will clear space of  warehouses,
which may be required in the com-
ing Rabi season for accommodat-
ing fresh stocks procured under
the PSS. In recent times, the coun-
try has witnessed an all-time high
production of  chana, especially
during the last three years. 

The Centre under the PSS has
made record procurement of  Chana
during the rabi season of  2019-20,
2020-21 and 2021-22 crop years. Due
to this, 30.55 lakh tonne of  chana
is available with the government
under the PSS and PSF.

Inflation hits 9.1% in nations using euro 
INFLATION IS AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS SINCE RECORD-KEEPING FOR THE EURO BEGAN IN 1997
ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, August 31: Inflation in
the European countries using the
euro currency hit another record
in August, fueled by soaring en-
ergy prices mainly driven by
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

Annual inflation in the euro-
zone’s 19 countries rose to 9.1%, up
from 8.9% in July, according to the
latest figures released Wednesday
by the European Union statistics
agency Eurostat.

Prices are also rising in many
other countries as Russia’s war in
Ukraine grinds on, triggering un-
precedented increases for energy
and food that are squeezing house-
hold finances. This summer has
seen a wave of  protests and strikes
around the world by workers push-
ing for higher wages and people fed
up with the high cost of  living.

Inflation in Britain, Denmark
and Norway, which have their own
currencies, is also surging, ac-
cording to official data released

earlier this month. Inflation is also
high in the US, adding urgency for
the Fed to keep raising interest
rates. Prices were up 8.5% in July
compared with a year earlier,
thought that was lower than 9.1%
in June.

In the euro zone, energy prices

surged 38.3%, though the rate was
slightly lower than the previous
month, while food prices rose at a
faster pace of  10.6%, according to
Eurostat’s preliminary estimate.

While global supply pressures
have been easing in recent months,
“specific European problems con-
tinue to push inflation higher,”
ING Bank economist Bert Colijn
wrote in an analyst note. 

Russia, a major energy pro-
ducer, has been reducing the flow
of  gas to European countries
that have sided with Ukraine in
the war, a move that’s wreaked
havoc with prices.

At the same time, nearly half  of
Europe has been afflicted by an
unprecedented drought that’s hurt-
ing farm economies, crimping pro-
duction of  staple crops like corn,
and driving up food prices.

Price rises for manufactured
goods like clothing, appliances,
cars, computers and books accel-
erated to 5%, and the cost of  serv-
ices rose 3.8%.

NEW RECORD

The gas supply crisis
and droughts are

adding to persisting supply-
side pressures on inflation at
the moment
ING BANK ECONOMIST BERT COLIJN

FDI equity inflows 
plummet 6% in Q1
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 31: Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) equity in-
flows into India contracted by 6
per cent to $16.59 billion during
the April-June quarter this fiscal,
according to the data of  the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).

The inflows had stood at $17.56 bil-
lion during the corresponding period
of  the previous year. The total FDI
inflows aggregated at $22.34 billion
during the first three months of  the
current fiscal year as against $22.52
billion in the year-ago period.

Singapore emerged as the top in-
vestor during April-June period
with $5.7 billion FDI. It was fol-
lowed by Mauritius ($2.4 billion),
UAE ($2.2 billion), USA ($1.5 bil-
lion), Netherland ($1 billion), and
Japan ($851 million), the data showed.

The computer software and hard-
ware sector attracted the highest
inflows of  $3.5 billion. It was fol-
lowed by services ($2.6 billion),
trading ($2 billion), chemicals ($960
million), automobile industry ($691
million) and construction (infra-
structure) activities ($680 million).

CORE SECTOR OUTPUT 
CONTRACTS 4.5% IN JULY 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 31: The out-
put of  eight core infrastructure
sectors contracted to six-month
low of  4.5 per cent in July against
9.9 per cent in the year-ago period,
according to official data released
Wednesday.

The output of  these infrastruc-
ture sectors expanded by 13.2 per
cent in June, 19.3 per cent in May,
9.5 per cent in April, 4.8 per cent in
March, 5.9 per cent in February
and 4 per cent in January.

The production growth of  eight
infrastructure sectors -- coal, crude
oil, natural gas, refinery products,
fertiliser, steel, cement and elec-
tricity -- was 11.5 per cent in April-
July this fiscal against 21.4 per
cent a year ago. 

Crude oil and natural gas pro-
duction contracted by 3.8 per cent
and 0.3 per cent, respectively, dur-
ing the month under review. 

In July, the fertiliser output rose
by 6.2 per cent against 0.6 per cent
in the same month last year.

The growth rate in the output of

coal, refinery products, steel, cement
and electricity slowed down to 11.4
per cent, 6.2 per cent, 5.7 per cent,
2.1 per cent and 2.2 per cent, re-
spectively.

Commenting on the numbers,
domestic rating agency Ind-Ra said
that the year-on-year growth in
the core sector output sharply de-
celerated to a six-month low of  4.5
per cent in July.

“Ind-Ra believes that the ongo-
ing recovery has still a long way to
go because the output of  some of
the core segments is still lower
than the pre-pandemic level,” the
agency said.

SIX-MONTH LOW

GOVERNMENT WILL
SPEND `1,200CR FOR
THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THIS SCHEME
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Osaka, August 31: Star Indian
shuttler Kidambi Srikanth regis-
tered a stunning straight-game
win over World No.4 Lee Zii Jia
but Commonwealth Games cham-
pion Lakshya Sen suffered a shock
defeat in the opening round of  the
Japan Open Super 750 tournament
here Wednesday.

Srikanth, a former World No.1,
recovered from his early exit from
last week’s World Championships,
to outwit fifth seed Lee 22-20 23-21
in his men’s singles opener which
lasted 37 minutes. It was his first
win over the Malaysian in four
meetings.

It was a gritty performance from
World No.14 Srikanth, who is often
guilty of  not being able to close
out narrow matches, despite doing
all the hard work in setting up the
points.

The 21-year-old Sen, a 2021 World
Championships bronze medallist,
however, squandered an opening
game advantage to go down 21-18,

14-21, 13-21 to World No.21 Japanese
Kenta Nishimoto in his first match.

London Olympics bronze medal-
list Saina Nehwal was also no
match for  top seed Akane
Yamaguchi as she lost 9-21, 17-21 to
the local favourite in 30 minutes.

Fast-rising men’s doubles pair-
ing of  MR Arjun and Dhruv Kapila,
who jumped nine places to reach
World No.26 after a quarterfinal
finish at the World Championships,
also lost 21-19, 21-23, 15-21 to Korean
combination of  Choi Sol Gyu and
Kim Won Ho after wasting a match
point in the second game.

In other results, Birmingham
Commonwealth Games bronze
medallists Gayatri Gopichand and
Treesa Jolly lost 17-21, 18-21 to sev-
enth seeds Jongkolphan
Kititharakul  and Rawinda
Prajongjai of  Thailand in women’s
doubles category.

Mixed doubles pair of  Juhi
Dewangan and Venkat Gaurav
Prasad lost 11-21, 10-21 to Chinese
top seed Zheng Si Wei and Huang
Ya Qiong in 23 minutes.

Srikanth advances;
Sen, Saina bow out

ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York, August 31: Emma
Raducanu became only the third
defending US Open champion to
lose in the first round, eliminated
by Alize Cornet 6-3, 6-3. And yet an-
other past champ bowed out in
straight sets when Naomi Osaka,
who won two of  her four Grand
Slam titles in New York, was elim-
inated by Australian Open runner-
up Danielle Collins 7-6(7-5), 6-3 in
a match that ended after mid-
night.

Earlier, the welcome and support
for Venus Williams in Arthur
Ashe Stadium Tuesday afternoon
were not the same as they were for
her sister, Serena, a night earlier.
Nor was the result.

Playing in front of  thousands
of  empty blue seats in an arena
quite silent at the start, although
growing louder later, Venus bowed
out in the first round for the sec-
ond consecutive appearance, los-
ing 6-1, 7-6(7-5) to Alison Van
Uytvanck, who now meets Clara
Burel – a 6-4, 6-4 winner over
Wimbledon champion Elena
Rybakina.

This was the 23rd trip to
Flushing Meadows for Venus, who

made it to the final in 1997 as a teen
then won the trophy in 2000 and
2001, and her record 91st time par-
ticipating in a major tournament. 

Osaka, a former No.1, also lost
in the first round of  the French
Open this year and has slid to
44th in the rankings. She had been
3-0 head-to-head against Collins,
but this fun-to-watch, hard-hit-
ting matchup went the other way.

Raducanu, who was 18 and
ranked 150th when she won the
title as a qualifier a year ago, was
bothered by hand blisters — she
took a medical timeout for treat-
ment after the first set — and was
outplayed by Cornet, a 32-year-

old from France who also upset
No.1 Iga Swiatek at Wimbledon.

Also playing under the lights
was 22-time major champion
Rafael Nadal, who returned to
the US Open for the first time
since 2019 and beat 21-year-old
Rinky Hijikata 4-6, 6-2, 6-3, 6-3.
Nadal did not show any serious lin-
gering issues with the torn ab-
dominal muscle that forced him
out of  Wimbledon in July.

In other action on a humid and
windy Day 2 at the hard-court
tournament, women’s winners
included 2017 champion Sloane
Stephens, No.1 Swiatek, No.6
Aryna Sabalenka, No.8 Jessica
Pegula, No.9 Garbine Muguruza,
No.13 Belinda Bencic and No.22
Karolina Pliskova, the 2016 run-
ner-up in New York.

Men who advanced included
2014 champion Marin Cilic, No.3
Carlos Alcaraz, No.7 Cam Norrie,
No.8 Hubert Hurkacz, No.9 Andrey
Rublev, No.11 Jannik Sinner, No.15
Marin Cilic, No.17 Grigor Dimitrov
and No.28 Holger Rune, who meets
John Isner next.

Neither Williams attended the
other’s first-round singles match;
Venus said she watched Serena on
TV but was not there in person be-
cause of  her own early start the
next day.

Venus struggled from the out-
set, particularly with her used-
to-be-feared serve and ground-
strokes that were not calibrated
correctly. So many into the net. So
many landing long. After some
of  her 25 unforced errors, Venus
would wince or fiddle with her
racket strings or tug on the brim
of  her visor.

Ten of  those miscues came on
backhands, far outnumbering her
two winners on that side. There
were a half-dozen double-faults, just
three aces. She faced 12 break
points and dropped four of  her
10 service games.

Raducanu’s title defence ends 

DISAPPOINTING DAY: Defending champion Emma Raducanu wears a disappointing look during the US Open match
against Alize Cornet (inset)

SWEATING IT OUT: Rafael
Nadal had to toil hard before
winning his first round match

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Dubai, August 31: Defending
champions India became the first
team from Group A to seal their
Super Four spot in Asia Cup 2022
with a 40-run win over Hong Kong
at the Dubai International Stadium
Wednesday.

Earlier, Suryakumar Yadav’s
fireworks (68 n o, 26b, 6x4, 6x6) in
the last seven overs led him to be
unconquered and combined with
Virat Kohli’s 31st T20I fifty (59 n o,
44b, 1x4, 3x6) propelled India to
reaching a daunting 192/2.

In defence of  192, spinners
Yuzvendra Chahal (0/18) and
Ravindra Jadeja (1/15), as well as
experienced pacer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar (1/15) conceded just 48 runs
overall to make up for the 97 runs
leaked collectively by young pacers
Avesh Khan (1/53) and Arshdeep
Singh (1/44) to reduce Hong Kong
to 152/5 in their 20 overs.

For Hong Kong, bright spots in
the bat were a 71-run stand be-
tween Babar Hayat (41, 35b, 3x4,
2x6) and Kinchit Shah (30) while hit-
ting 33 runs in the last two overs.
But they were not enough to out-
shine the efforts of  Suryakumar and
Kohli.

Yasim Murtaza hit Arshdeep
for fours over backward point and
mid-on. But the left-arm pacer had
the last laugh, bouncing out
Murtaza and fine leg taking the
catch on top-edge. 

Hayat set the tone for Hong Kong,
slamming sixes down the ground
off  Avesh and Bhuvneshwar Kumar.
But India ended power-play on a

high, as Jadeja’s razor-sharp di-
rect hit from point caught Nizakat
Khan just short of  his crease.

Post power-play, Jadeja and
Chahal applied breaks on Hong
Kong’s scoring rate as just 14 runs
came in next four overs. In a bid to
break the shackles, Hayat tried to

take on Jadeja but ended up slicing
to point.

With the required run rate going
upwards, Hong Kong were just un-
able to catch up with it. Zeeshan Ali
(26 n o) and Scott McKechnie (16 n
o) scored some quick runs at the end,
but the match was all over by then.

BRIEF SCORES
India 192/2 (Suryakumar Yadav
68 n o,  Virat  Kohli  59  n o;
Mohammad Ghazanfar 1/19, Ayush
Shukla 1/29) beat Hong Kong 152/5
(Babar Hayat 41, Kinchit Shah 30,
Ravindra Jadeja 1/15, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar 1/15) by 40 runs.

Surya, Virat guide India to Super 4
ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, August 31: Chelsea is
getting precious little return for
being the biggest-spending team
in Europe this summer. And it’s not
escaping the attention of  Thomas
Tuchel, either.

“It does not take a lot to beat
us,” the Chelsea manager said after
a 2-1 loss at Southampton in the
Premier League Tuesday. “This is
what I do not like.”

With Wesley Fofana’s inclusion,
who officially joined from Leicester
Wednesday, Chelsea’s spending is
not be far off  USD 300 million in this
transfer window. The majority of

that will have come on defenders,
with Marc Cucurella, Kalidou
Koulibaly and now Fofana having
already arrived for big fees.

Yet Chelsea has conceded in all
but one of  its games. So compact
in Tuchel’s first year in charge —
which included a Champions
League title in 2021 — the team
now appears disjointed at the back
and is missing the industry and
energy of  the injured N’Golo Kante
in midfield.

Southampton took advantage
Tuesday, recovering from conced-
ing a 23rd-minute opener to Raheem
Sterling — another high-profile
summer signing — with goals from

Romeo Lavia and Adam Armstrong
before the break.

Cucurella and Thiago Silva
cleared Southampton shots off  the
line in the second half  before late
pressure by Chelsea failed to yield
an equaliser at St. Mary’s stadium,
where Southampton lost  to
Manchester United Saturday.

With so many new players, it
might take time for this new-look
Chelsea to click. “We struggle with
our focus and consistency in
matches.” Tuchel said. “When things
go against us, we struggle to find an-
swers and our way back. Just toughen
up as a team,” he added, “and show
a different mentality.”

Saints send Tuchel into the Blues

Thomas Tuchel (with blue cap) gives instructions to his players during their match, Wednesday

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Manchester,  August  31 :
Manchester United manager Erik
ten Hag reiterated Wednesday that
Cristiano Ronaldo will not be leav-
ing the team in the final days of  the
transfer window.

The uncer tainty around
Ronaldo’s future at United only in-
creased following the signing of
another forward, Brazil interna-

tional Antony, from Ajax Tuesday.
When asked if  Ronaldo remains

part of  his plans following the ar-
rival of  Antony, Ten Hag said: “(It
is) clear, of  course. We need qual-
ity players. You need more to cover
all the games to keep the consistency
going. That is what we strive for.”

Ronaldo has been pushing to
leave United this summer to join
a club playing in the Champions
League. The transfer window closes
late Thursday.

With Newcastle goalkeeper
Martin Dubravka also set to com-
plete a move to United, Ten Hag said
more signings are unlikely in what
has been a busy window for the
20-time English champions.
Casemiro, Lisandro Martinez,
Tyrell Malacia, Christian Eriksen
have already joined United.

Ronaldo ‘will not be 
leaving’ Man United PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Wellington, August 31: New
Zealand all-rounder Colin de
Grandhomme Wednesday an-
nounced his retirement from in-
ternational cricket.

De Grandhomme, 36, made the
decision to bring down the cur-
tain on an impressive international
career after discussions this week
with New Zealand Cricket, which
has agreed to release him from his
central contract.

The Zimbabwean-born Kiwi said
a range of  factors had played a
part in his decision, not least his
struggles with injury and the in-
creasing competition for places in
all three formats.

“I accept that I am not getting any
younger and that the training is get-
ting harder, particularly with the
injuries,” said de Grandhomme in
NZC statement.

“I also have a growing family

and am trying to understand what
my future looks like post-cricket.
All of  this has been on my mind
over the past few weeks. I’ve been
fortunate enough to have had the
opportunity to play for the BLACK-
CAPS since debuting in 2012 and

I’m proud of  my international ca-
reer – but I feel this is the right
time to finish.”

De Grandhomme departs the
international stage with an im-
pressive record, particularly in the
Test arena; his 29 matches realis-

ing 1432 runs at 38.70, including
centuries against the West Indies
and South Africa, and 49 wickets
at 32.95 – including six for 41 on
debut against Pakistan.

A measure of  his influence in the
Test environment is that he fea-
tured in 18 wins, playing a key role
in New Zealand’s inaugural ICC
World Test Championship cam-
paign, which ended with victory
over India in the f inal  at
Southampton.

De Grandhomme also proved
valuable in the BLACKCAPS ODI
side, in 45 outings scoring 742 runs
at a strike-rate of  106.15 and taking
30 wickets at 41.00 with the ball, as
the side reached a No.1 world rank-
ing, and qualified for the final of  the
2019 ICC Cricket World Cup.

The powerful all-rounder also
played in 41 T20Is, scoring 505 runs
at a strike-rate of  138.35 and taking
12 wickets at 38.41 (economy rate
of  8.61).

Colin de Grandhomme bids adieu to int’ls

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, August 31: India’s flam-
boyant all-rounder Hardik Pandya
has jumped eight places to a best-
ever fifth position on the latest ICC
T20I all-rounder rankings after his
excellent outing against Pakistan
in the Asia Cup here.

Hardik claimed 3/25 and made
33 not out from just 17 balls, show-
ing how vital his impact will be
in India’s T20 World Cup campaign
later in the year in Australia.

Rashid Khan jumped two spots
to third (708 points), over fellow
leg-spinners Adil Rashid and Adam
Zampa. Rashid’s compatriot Mujeeb
Ur Rahman meanwhile has en-
tered the top-10 with a seven-spot
move up the rankings (660), cur-
rently edged out for eighth by
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (661).

Hardik rises to
best-ever fifth
spot in T20Is 

KIDAMBI SRIKANTH

DEADLY COMBO: Virat Kohli (L) and Suryakumar Yadav share a laughter during their partnership against Hong Kong


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


