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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

We’ve given you so many religious
places to pray. Now, please don’t

approach us with your prayers

n Over 57,000 employees
will be benefited by the
move while the govt will
bear an expenditure of 
`1,300 crore per annum

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15: On the eve
of  his birthday, Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik Saturday sprang
a surprise by announcing com-
plete abolition of  contractual re-
cruitment system in the state.

The Chief  Minister made this an-
nouncement in a video message
to the people of  Odisha after the ap-
proval of  the State Cabinet, which
met Saturday evening.  

In 2000, he said, when he got the
opportunity to serve Odisha, the
post-Super Cyclone situation and

the fragile financial conditions
were the biggest challenges 
for him.

The state was running on over-
draft and the government was de-
pendent on the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) for ways and means,
said Patnaik, adding, “It was in-
deed a black period for Odisha’s
economy. The state exchequer was
empty. There was tremendous
pressure on our economy. We were
lagging behind in various fields in-
cluding health, education, infra-
structure, agriculture, irrigation

and many others.”
At that time his priority was to

bring improvement in all these
sectors within limited resources.
With this condition, his govern-
ment had stopped recruitment
completely, he said.

“We were forced to abolish gov-
ernment posts and it was very
painful for me. The youths of  my
state were running from pillar to
post for employment with the gov-
ernment.  I was really very sad,”
said the Chief  Minister. 

Patnaik said he was always wor-
ried for—when would the situa-
tion improve and when would the
children get regular recruitment
in the state government. With the
blessings of  Lord Jagannath, the
support of  people, better financial
management and good governance,
the situation started to improve
slowly, he added. Continued on P4

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct 15: India has
slipped six positions in Global
Hunger Index 2022 and ranked 107
out of  121 countries with its child
wasting rate at 19.3 per cent, being
the highest in the world.

The Global Hunger Index (GHI)
is a tool for comprehensively meas-
uring and tracking hunger at global,
regional and national levels.

With a score of  29.1, the level of
hunger in India has been labelled
‘serious’.  

In Asia, Afghanistan with a rank
of  109 is the only country behind
India.

Neighbouring countries - Pakistan

(99), Bangladesh (84), Nepal (81)
and Sri Lanka (64) have all fared bet-
ter than India.  

In 2021, India ranked 101 out of
116 countries while in 2020 the coun-
try was placed at 94th position.  

South Asia, the region with the
world’s highest hunger level, has the
highest child stunting rate and by
far the highest child wasting rate
in the world, the report said.

“India's child wasting rate, at
19.3 per cent, is the highest of  any
country in the world and drives up
the region's average owing to India's
large population,” it said.  

India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan
each have child stunting rates be-
tween 35 and 38 per cent, with
Afghanistan's rate being the high-
est in the region. 

Continued on P4

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khurda/Nirakarpur, Oct 15: A
minor girl under Nirakarpur po-
lice limits in Khurda district com-
mitted suicide owing to the men-
tal trauma that she had after her
intimate pictures went viral on so-
cial media. The deceased was a
Plus II first-year student.

Sources said a youth of  the mi-
nority community was having a
one-sided affair with the girl. He
would stalk and harass her when
the latter was on her way to the col-
lege. Moreover, the youth’s family
members were also mentally ha-
rassing the girl.

When the girl’s family members
lodged a complaint in this regard
with Nirakarpur police, the enraged
the youth reached the girl’s house
Friday and threatened her of  dire
consequences. He hurled abuses at
the girl and threatened to kill her by
throwing acid. Unnerved, the girl’s
mother lodged a written complaint
at Nirakarpur police station on the
same day. 

The victim took the extreme
step after the youth uploaded some
intimate pictures of  her on social
media which later went viral.

On being informed, Balugaon
SDPO and Nirakarpur police
reached the village and started an
investigation. Police sent the body
for post-mortem and detained the
family members of  the accused
before interrogating them. Further
investigations are on to unravel
the truth, police said.

SHORT TAKES
‘Pak one of the most
dangerous nations’
Washington: US President Joe
Biden said Pakistan may be “one of
the most dangerous nations in the
world” as the country has "nuclear
weapons without any cohesion".
He made the remarks while
addressing a Democratic
congressional campaign committee
reception, Dawn news reported. A
transcript of the address, published
on the White House's website
Friday, quoted Biden as saying:
“And what I think is maybe one of
the most dangerous nations in the
world: Pakistan.” MORE P10

Mother Dairy raises
milk prices by `2
NEW DELHI: After Amul, another
dairy major Mother Dairy has raised
its milk prices by `2 per litre on full
cream and cow milk variants with
effect from Sunday. A Mother Dairy
spokesperson said that the dairy
industry has been experiencing a
consistent surge in raw milk prices,
which has increased by about `3/kg
in the last two months alone, owing
to multifold increase in varied input
costs. “Increased fodder prices and
low rainfall in some northern states
have aggravated the situation,” the
spokesperson said. 

Naveen abolishes
contractual system

Hunger in India ‘serious’ 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka have all fared better than India

Khurda girl kills
self as intimate
pictures go viral

INDIA REIGN SUPREME: Indian women’s cricket team win the Asia Cup T20 tournament, their seventh continental title,
with a comprehensive eight-wicket victory over Sri Lanka in the final at Sylhet in Bangladesh, Saturday PIC: ESPNCRICINFO

At 19.3%, India’s
child wasting
rate, a strong
predictor of

infant mortality,
is the highest in

the world

In 2021, India ranked 101 out of
116 countries while in 2020 the
country was placed at 94th
position

Undernourishment prevalence
rose in India from 14.6% in
2018-2020 to 16.3% in 2019-2021



Mumbai: Indian actress Parineeti Chopra,
who is seen doing action sequences in ‘Code
Name Tiranga’ talks about shooting for the

film in Turkey under extreme weather condi-
tions and temperatures below ten degrees. She
said, “There was a scene which was shot on a boat.
During the shoot, it was around -10 to -11 degrees
and the whole unit was completely covered up
with jackets, mufflers, and masks whereas I was
given a black half-sleeve T-shirt. Nobody will
know how many blankets were kept on my leg as
we were on the boat and a strong wind was blow-
ing and it was supposed to be my entry shot.”

Parineeti, who is known for her roles in movies
such as ‘Shuddh Desi Romance’, ‘Hasee Toh
Phasee’ and others also, opened up about doing

an action movie and not just confining herself
to the romantic genre.”

People calling me adorable, cute, and bub-
bly, honestly I was bored of  hearing

that. Being offered this action movie,
I did not even think twice before
being an action heroine. It's been
10 years in the industry. I really
wanted to do something ‘hatke’
(different),” she concluded.    IANS

P2 GIBSON TO TESTIFY AGAINST 
HARVEY WEINSTEIN IN LA TRIAL

leisure
Actor Mel Gibson to be called to testify against
Weinstein at producer's upcoming Los Angeles
rape trial, prosecutors want to call the actor to
support the allegations of Jane Doe 3, who claims
that Weinstein sexually assaulted her after she
gave him a massage at his hotel in 2010

Supermodel Gigi Hadid expressed that
she's not very different from the rest of
us as she launched her fashion brand and
admits that she has imposter syndrome.
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AQUARIUS
Your ideas are bang on tar-
get today! Everything you
touch turns into gold. You
have it in you to make it big, and the
time is now. When the going gets
tough, the tough get going — you've
heard this before, now it's time for
some action, says Ganesha.

PISCES
Stabbing with a pen is so
much more satisfying than
slicing with a sword. With
these lofty ideals in mind, you will launch an
assault upon your unsuspecting prey with
your lethal presentation skills, eliciting cries
of sheer ecstasy and tremendous applause. 

SAGITTARIUS
Your ship may be rocked by
stormy controversies today.
Ganesha advises you to
steer clear of people looking to give you a
piece of their mind. The storm looks to
ease away if you lend a patient ear to all
such elements, and try and accommo-
date their views.

LIBRA
Being in charge was never
easy, but it's not for nothing
that leaders are made of
sterner stuff. As a person in charge, you
are expected to give directions in a man-
ner that gets the best efforts out of your
juniors. Move away from traditional dicta-
torial style, and build a consensus that
enables you to pull off the spectacular,
says Ganesha.

SCORPIO
Work pressure will keep on
mounting today, predicts
Ganesha. But you shall han-
dle it with great style, all thanks to your
patience. But keep a watch on the radar
and learn how to spot stress early and
then act on it as quickly as you can.

LEO
Everyone wants to be differ-
ent. But little do they realise
that they already are
unique, says Ganesha. Today, you may
meet a lot of such different people at
work, some of whom may even test your
patience. Always remember that working
in a team means balancing a variety of
egos and opinions. 

VIRGO
Ganesha says don't let set-
backs cow you down today
as you will emerge stronger
from each one of them. It will be your
logic and reasoning abilities that will aid
you in gaining the perfection in com-
pleting your work. You may look forward
to spending the evening with your
beloved or a special friend. You will be
engrossed in an animated conversation.

GEMINI
Today, you are likely to get
encouragement and support
for your endeavours from all
quarters. You have a gift of gab and
your ability to dispel tension with even
the simplest of your remarks will be
put to test. Still, you will rise to the
occasion and prove your mettle. 

CANCER
If you are a stockbroker, you
may feel that things are not
going too well for you.
Today, you may regret being a stockbro-
ker. Manufacturers must delay the launch
of a new product. However, after a wait-
ing game, you may go on to launch the
product with a fanfare. 

ARIES
Today, you will appreciate
beautiful things and exotic
artefacts. You may even
seriously think of pursuing a business
related to such commodities. However,
you may not be able to make up your
mind, says Ganesha. However, you will
decide to keep an open mind about it.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
You may find it hard to stop
the impending outflow of
cash while shopping today,
says Ganesha. You aren't the one to be
dominated and God help anyone who
tries to dictate terms to you today. You
may end up spending a small fortune,
more than lavish to be precise, on the
opposite sex today.

CAPRICORN
You will starve for some free
time, but will find it difficult
to steal even a minute from
your busy schedule, even if it is for
unwinding your overworked soul, says
Ganesha. In times like these, one can hard-
ly think straight, let alone be innovative. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

GIGI CONFESSES SUFFERING
FROM IMPOSTER SYNDROME

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: The second day of  the three-
day film festival began with the screening of
‘Not Just Roads’ in Zone 1, a film by Nitin
Bathla depicts the massive urban transfor-
mation underway in India, capturing the story
of  a highway outside Delhi from the per-
spective of  human and non-human actors.

This was followed by the screening of  ‘New
Classroom’ by Debankon Singh based in the
capital City of  India where a young boy is
navigating virtual schooling at home, while the
pandemic ravages the country. This film won
the Best Short Documentary award at the
(Kerala Film Festival) IDSFFK 2022.

Thereafter, ‘Hridoy Bosat’ also called (A
Home For My Heart) by Sankhajit Biswas
was screened which portrays, Suvana Sudeb,
a transgender person negotiating the conflict
of  body and mind by undergoing Gender

Affirmative Surgery. This was
followed by an interactive ses-
sion with the director in which
he addressed the audience an-
swering their questions on mak-
ing of  the film and how the movie
was both his and Suvana Sudeb’s,
the protagonist. The film deals
with the personal, psychologi-
cal and social vulnerability ex-
perienced by transgender indi-
viduals undergoing transition.
“Through this movie I have tried
to plunge myself  under the skin
and explore the layers of  com-

plexity that comes with being transgender in
the Indian society, their continuous yearning
for love and appreciation”, Biswas said.

Post lunch, screening resumed with a 17
minute film by Amit Dutta, screened in asso-
ciation with IFA, ‘Wittgenstein Plays Chess With
Duchamp: Or How Not To Do Philosophy’
which attempts to push the boundaries of  cin-
ema by integrating in it ideas from philosophy,
visual art, chess, mathematics, geometry, lin-
guistics and psychology.

Following that was ‘Dukhu Majhi’ by
Somnath Mondal, about the titular old man who
lives with his family in a remote village at
the foothill of  Ayodhya, about 350 kms from
Kolkata. ‘Gay India Matrimony’ by Debalina
Majumdar was screened next which revolved
around three characters that are out explor-
ing their same-gender marriage prospects
with one of  them documenting their travails.
There was a lively interaction with the di-
rector who engaged with the audience and
took their questions about her work.

She talked about her film making process
and the situation of  the LGBTQIA+ commu-
nity in the contemporary India. 

Another film that caught attention was
‘Meiram’ by James Khangenbam. This was in
special focus alongside ‘A Night of  Knowing
Nothing’ by Payal Kapadia which had won
the best documentary award at Cannes Film
Festival in 2021, and explores the situation of
public funded educational institutions, the
pressures put on them and how they have to
struggle for the dream of  a just society.

Films on LGBTQIA+ community challenge the audience

Tamil Nadu: Working across
Indian film industries has
kept Tamannaah Bhatia on
her toes. While she has kept
herself  focused, and is al-
ways on the move, her par-
ents on the other hand hope
and wish for something be-
yond.

Tamannaah says that her
parents want to see her happily
married and settled. She
shares, “The thing is
that I work 26 hours
a day! Like while I
am talking to you,
I am getting
calls from my
mother that
are going
unan-
swered as
I am busy
working.
She is just fed
up with my
busy schedule.”
She further adds,
“Like every Indian
household, my par-
ents want me to
get married too.
But what do I do
I have no time for
my personal life.”

She explains, “I do be-
lieve in the institution

of  marriage, and I do
want to get married

and have kids. But
for now, I don’t have

much of  a life. I re-
ally enjoy my work a

lot. I think it (a film
set) is a place where I

feel most comfort-
able. Had I had

more energy I
would work

all  the
more”.

AGENCIES

Tamannaah has no
time for personal life

(IDFFB): DAY 2

Parineeti braves for
action sequence

New Delhi: Indian
actor Ranveer Singh
may be buzzing on
and off  screen, but
despite his mercu-
rial and off-kilter per-
sonality; he is a role
model for millions
of  young Indians,
too. Building on his
aura, Ranveer today
interacted with stu-
dents of  Bennett
University in Delhi,
entertaining the
young minds with
his wit and witticism.
Addressing the stu-

dents, Ranveer said, “Don’t let anyone tell you what you can
and what you can’t do. You can be anything that you want to
be”. He further tried to inspire the young minds by saying, “If
you are truly passionate about something nothing can stop you
from excelling at doing it”.

Emphasizing the privilege and importance of  good educa-
tion, he added, “You have been empowered by brilliant edu-
cation, now use the power of  that education and shape your
own destiny. Above all be kind and compassionate people no
matter what”. AGENCIES

Ranveer interacts with
Bennett Univ students

Director Sankhajit Biswas addressing audience OP PHOTO

Director Debalina Majumdar interacting post film screening
OP PHOTO

A still from film Hridoy Bosat



Naveen, who turns 77
Sunday, remains one
of  the longest-serv-

ing Chief  Ministers of
India.  For the Biju
Janata Dal  (BJD)
supremo, age is just a
number.

At this age, he is
quite competent in
countering his op-
ponents and pro-
viding better serv-
ice and
governance to the
people of
Odisha, leaving
behind many
young politi-
cians who are
at the helm of
different
states.

With
every pass-
ing year, he
is garner-
ing more
and more
support
from the
people of
the state,
which is
reflected

in all  the
elections
starting
from the
panchayat
to the leg-

islative as-
sembly.  His

journey from being
a writer to becoming

the longest-serving Chief
Minister in India has been
truly remarkable.

Since 2000, he has con-
tinued to remain the Chief
Minister by winning the
trust and hearts of  the peo-
ple of  Odisha. Since then,
Patnaik has been, at least in
the public eye, a kurta-py-
jama-wearing spartan. He
has won four more con-
secutive assembly elec-

tions in 2004, 2009, 2014 and 2019 and has
thereby created a record of  five consecutive
wins for an incumbent Chief  Minister in
India.

It’s apparent that in the 25 years of  pub-
lic life, Naveen has carved a niche for him-
self. Today, in India and abroad, Patnaik is
seen as a role model of  governance, with a
remarkable work history. He has often said
that he speaks less because he believes that
his actions should speak.

When he took oath as the Chief  Minister
of  Odisha in 2000, the state was devastated
by the Super Cyclone of  1999. The treasury
was empty. He took the state to financial sur-
plus status and made it a role model in dis-
aster management with single-minded de-
votion and commitment.

He has taken Odisha to a new height in
the field of  sports, disaster management,
Covid management, food security, women
empowerment, health, education and social
security as well as expediting the progress
of  industry and agriculture.

The United Nations felicitated and ap-
plauded him for his efficient handling of  dis-
asters in the aftermath of  cyclone Phailin
with the model of  zero casualty. During
Covid-19, when the country needed oxy-
gen, it was Odisha under his leadership
that provided it to various states.

When the country did not have a sponsor
for the men’s and women’s hockey teams,
it was Naveen, who came forward to spon-
sor both the national teams, who later
brought laurels to the country.

Naveen brought transformational changes

in the field of  sports in Odisha which barely
had a place on the sports map of  India.
Under his leadership, Bhubaneswar has
achieved the status of  the 'sports capital of
India'. He rightly says, “Investment in sports
is an investment in youth. Investment in
youth is an investment in the future."

His 5T mantra of  teamwork, technology,
transparency and time leading to trans-
formation has worked wonders at the grass-
roots, by bringing a silent revolution in
areas of  health, education, public gover-
nance and cultural development.

With some innovative creations, he has
left a number of  footmarks in the sands of
time. He has turned Odisha a model in nu-
trition and food security, which was known
in the eighties for hunger and starvation
deaths, and transformed the state into an
attractive place for investment, of  which the
whole nation is taking notice.

From the empowerment of  women
through seven lakh self-help groups
(SHGs) having 80 lakh members to the
Mamata scheme which was copied as
National Maternity Scheme, the un-
beatable CM has made a portfolio that’s
tough to replicate.

Ever since its inception, BJD has never
tasted defeat in the assembly elections.
Despite BJP’s landslide victory in vari-
ous states, the Naveen Patnaik-led BJD
has successfully blocked its progress in
the state. To say the least, despite their
best efforts, the opposition has not suc-
ceeded in its mission to tarnish the image
of  Patnaik. PNN
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NAVEEN: PEOPLE’S CM 
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has been conferred the Lifetime Achievement award
by Delhi-based Capital Foundation in recognition of his distinctive and outstanding
leadership. The award was presented by former Chief Justice of India NV Ramana at a
function in New Delhi in September 2022.

CM Naveen Patnaik was conferred with the ‘Ideal Chief Minister’ award 
during the 8th Indian Students' Parliament at Pune in January 2018. Bharatiya
Chhatra Sansad Foundation, Ministry of Sports & Youth Affairs, UNESCO Chair
of Humanity and MIT School of Government organised the event.

SUNDAY | OCTOBER 16 | 2022 
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1997: After the demise of his father Biju
Patnaik—a leader of the Janata Dal and
former Chief Minister of Odisha— in
1997, Naveen Patnaik contested Lok
Sabha by-election from Aska constituen-
cy. He was a member of the Consultative
Committee of the Ministry of Steel and
Mines, Member of Standing Committee
on Commerce, and Member of Library
Committee of Parliament in the 11th Lok
Sabha. Soon, the Janata Dal split and he
founded Biju Janata Dal (BJD). BJD later
in alliance with the BJP-led NDA per-
formed well in the election and Naveen
became the Union Minister for Mines in
the Cabinet of late Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

2000: In the Assembly election of 2000, BJD
won the majority of seats in alliance with
the BJP. Naveen resigned from the Union
Cabinet, unanimously elected as the
leader of the alliance and sworn in as the
Chief Minister of Odisha.

2004: The BJP led NDA lost the general 
elections in 2004, but the coalition led by
Naveen emerged victorious in the Assembly
elections and he continued as the CM.
During this period, the differences between
the ruling partners were more apparent.

2009: In the run-up to the Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls in 2009, BJD severed the
alliance with BJP. The regional party had
a resounding victory in both the
Assembly and Lok Sabha polls in that
year and Naveen was sworn in as the
CM. BJD won 103 Assembly and 14 Lok
Sabha seats.

2014: The Naveen Patnaik-led party
swept the polls grabbing 20 of the 21 Lok
Sabha and 117 of the 147 Assembly
seats in the state propelled by a big
jump in its vote share.

2019: Despite a strong BJP wave across the
country, the Naveen led BJD won as many as
112 seats of the 146 (poll for one was
deferred) in the Legislative Assembly and 12
of the 21 Lok Sabha seats in the 2019 elec-
tion. Naveen took oath as the Chief Minister
for the fifth consecutive term, becoming one
of the longest-serving CMs of India.

Once known as a state of starvation deaths, Odisha has made giant strides
under the leadership of Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik to become a food-surplus

state. The state is also no longer at the mercy of nature as it has become a role
model in disaster management, thanks to Naveen’s unique efforts. Soft-spoken
and empathetic, Patnaik, in his 25-year long political career, achieved a level of

success and popularity that a few leaders in the country can match. As 
Naveen turns 77, Orissa POST takes a close look at his steady success story

Naveen accompanied by his father Biju Patnaik and mother Gyan Patnaik

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD IDEAL CHIEF MINISTER AWARD

Odisha scripting 
history in sports
Today, if  someone talks about sports, especially hockey

in India, perhaps he will not forget to mention Odisha
as the state has emerged as a sports hub in the coun-

try. For this, all credit goes to Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik, who himself  was a hockey goalkeeper during
his school days. His love for sports has brought recogni-
tion to the state.

The iconic Kalinga Stadium has become a centre of  ex-
cellence for sports personalities, while the largest hockey
stadium in India will be inaugurated at Rourkela 
city very soon.

During the past few years, the state government has sub-
stantially increased its funding towards sports. The state
had allocated nearly Rs 100 crore in its annual budget for
2016-17, which it increased to Rs 301 crore in 2020-21 and
Rs 400 crore in 2021-22. This year, Rs 911 crore has been al-
located to the sector.

Apart from the budgetary allocation, the infrastruc-
ture development initiatives have been taken up with
funding from other departments and agencies.

The growth of  Odisha as a sports hub or sports capital
did not happen overnight but is a result of  strong efforts
made over a period of  seven to eight years.

The state government, under Naveen’s leadership,
started giving priority to the sports sector in 2013, when
Odisha franchised its own hockey team Kalinga Lancers
for the Hockey India League. At that time, the state felt it
necessary to have a world-class hockey facility to host the
Kalinga Lancers’ matches in the Hockey India League.

Since then, the state government has never looked back.
It has hosted successfully many national and interna-
tional sporting events in hockey, athletics, women’s foot-
ball, rugby and table tennis.

In the meantime, the state government has taken up 
several sports infrastructure projects in various places 
of  Odisha. PNN

Naveen unveiling the logo of 2023 FIH Men’s Hockey World Cup
in Bhubaneswar

LIGHTER MOMENTS
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SUNDARGARH: “Few days be-
fore delivery, I was shifted from
home to the Maa Gruha at Poigaon
where my health was regularly
monitored. I was later taken to the
hospital at the right time and I de-
livered a healthy baby. On doctor’s
advice, I was kept at the Maa Gruha
for over a week for post-delivery
care,” said Basanti Dehuri, a res-
ident of  Mahulpada village in
Lahunipada block of  
Sundargarh district.

“I was worried about my deliv-
ery since my house is a bit far from
the hospital. I heaved a sigh of  re-
lief  after my village ASHA and
Anganwadi Didis counselled me
and took me to the Maa Gruha at
Khatkurbahal,” said Anima Lakra,
an expectant  mother from
Kahupani village in Kutra block of
the district. 

Like Basanti Dehuri and Anima
Lakra, expectant mothers from
various hard-to-reach areas in
Odisha are being ensured care and
safe motherhood at Maa Gruha
(Maternity Waiting Home) set up
by the state Govt. at various strate-
gic locations. This has helped in en-
suring calibrated care and treat-
ment for pregnant women, lactating
mothers and newborns, while pro-

moting institutional delivery.     
As per the data available with the

district health officials, in the last
9 months (January-September,
2022), pre & post-natal care services
has been extended to 6,169 mothers
at 20 Maa Gruhas located at vari-
ous places in Sundargarh. Of  them,
3,809 were expectant mothers, while
2,360 were lactating mothers.     

Being a forested district, dotted
with towering hills, ravines, peren-
nial rivers and a web of  rivulets,
several places in Sundargarh are
fraught with geographical barriers.
Therefore, timely transportation of
expectant mothers in hard-to-reach
areas often poses a big challenge.
The setting up of  Maa Gruhas by
the District Administration has
offered a tangible solution to the im-
pediments. 

As part of  the calibrated health-
care strategy, expectant mothers
from hard-to-reach areas are shifted
to Maa Gruhas which have been set
up in the vicinity of  Government
Hospitals, well before the expected
date of  delivery. At Maa Gruha,
the beneficiaries are given nutri-
tious food, made to do the required
physical exercises under expert
supervision, while their health is
monitored regularly. The staff  at the

Maa Gruhas facilitate in the shift-
ing of  expectant mothers to the
designated hospital when the de-
livery time approaches. 

“We brief  expectant mothers
and their family members about the
healthcare services available at
Maa Gruha. We counsel and help
them to shift the mother to the

Maa Gruha near the village well be-
fore delivery,” said ASHA worker
Anita Lakra from Kandhabahal
village in Kutra block.     

Pankajini Mahanta, an ANM &
in-charge of  Maa Gruha at
Khatkurbahal said, “Necessary
arrangements have been provi-
sioned for care and treatment of

every expectant mother staying at
the Maa Gruha. Their vitals like
height, weight are regularly mon-
itored along with blood pressure and
sugar level. Moreover, they are
counseled on important subjects like
baby care, benefits of  breast feed-
ing and personal hygiene.”    

Four Maa Gruhas were set up in
Sundargarh district for the first
time in 2012 under the National
Health Mission. Later, a chain of
Maa Gruhas were set up at strate-
gic locations in the district by the
Administration with financial sup-
port from the Sundargarh District
Mineral Foundation (DMF). At
present, a total of  20 Maa Gruhas
are functional across 12 blocks of
the district.

Provision of  free food and lodg-
ing for one accompanying family
member of  every beneficiary has
been made at the Maa Gruha.
Moreover, daily incentive of  `150
is given to each of  the beneficiar-
ies for a maximum period of  22
days (15 days before and 7 days
after delivery) stay at the Maternity
Waiting Homes. For the smooth
running of  the Maa Gruhas, the
Administration has roped in the
service of  non-profits.

The flagship ‘Matrujyoti’ pro-

gramme for safe motherhood &
childcare is presently operational
in Sundargarh district with fi-
nancial support from the District
Mineral Foundation (DMF). Under
the programme, 4 Ultrasound and
a host of  pathological tests are pro-
vided to expectant mothers free of
cost. The mothers staying at Maa
Gruhas have been included for all
services under the ‘Matrujyoti’
programme.

Free ambulance service has been
extended to ferry expectant moth-
ers from their homes to the nearby
Maa Gruha and from Maa Gruha
to hospitals & back. In hard-to-
reach areas where regular ambu-
lances can’t reach, Bike Ambulance
‘Swashtya Rakshak’ offers an al-
ternative. At present, 9 Bike
Ambulances are operational in the
hilly Rajgangpur, Gurundia and
Koira blocks with financial sup-
port from the Odisha Mineral
Bearing Areas Development
Corporation (OMBADC).

In tribal dominated Sundargarh,
the Maa Gruhas are playing the
role of  a catalyst in strengthening
the holistic action plan of  mother
& childcare endeavors of  the
Government, while helping in curb-
ing MMR & IMR in the district. 

‘Maa Gruha’ promoting safe motherhood in Sundargarh

AS PER THE DATA AVAILABLE WITH THE DISTRICT HEALTH OFFICIALS, IN
THE LAST 9 MONTHS (JANUARY-SEPTEMBER, 2022), PRE & POST-NATAL

CARE SERVICES HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO 6,169 MOTHERS AT 20 MAA
GRUHAS LOCATED AT VARIOUS PLACES IN SUNDARGARH

AS PART OF THE CALIBRATED HEALTHCARE STRATEGY, EXPECTANT
MOTHERS FROM HARD-TO-REACH AREAS ARE SHIFTED TO MAA

GRUHAS WHICH HAVE BEEN SET UP IN THE VICINITY OF GOVERNMENT
HOSPITALS, WELL BEFORE THE EXPECTED DATE OF DELIVERY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  Oct  15  :
Bhubaneswar Regional Centre of
the Indian Institute of  Chemical
Engineers (IIChE-BRC), in asso-
ciation with Industrial Promotion
and Investment Corporation of
Odisha Limited (IPICOL),  organ-
ized a seminar, ODICHEM-2022,
on the theme "Investment
Opportunities for Ancillary and
Downstream Industries in Odisha"
here Saturday. 

Around 150 delegates from in-
dustries, academia, and R&D or-
ganizations attended the seminar.

The chief  guest, Pratap Keshari
Deb, Minister for Energy, Industries,
and MSME inaugurated the sem-
inar in the presence of  dignitaries
and guests. 

Speaking on the occasion, Deb
said that today Odisha is a desti-
nation of  choice for investors across
the country. He welcomed all the

Industry leaders, associations and
their members, especially the in-
vestors from the metal downstream,
chemical and petrochemical sectors
to come and explore Odisha as
their next investment destination. 

He further said that the youth of
Odisha belong to a fraternity which
holds certain milestone for the de-
velopment of  our nation and the
state government is boosting their
confidence by introducing Make in
Odisha Programme. This will help
the state to be the Industrial 
Hub by 2036.

Kalyan Mohanty, Executive
Director, IPICOL presented be-
fore the audience a clear picture

of  the industrial ecosystem of
Odisha, highlighting the proactive
measures of  the government,
such as the identification of  pri-
ority and focus sectors, develop-
ment of  sectoral policies, devel-
opment of  sectoral industrial
parks and infrastructure.

DP Misra, the Chairman of  the
Organizing Committee, also a vet-
eran Chemical Engineer of  Odisha
and a consultant to many chemi-
cal industries, highlighted the pos-
sibilities of  the Ancillary and
Downstream industries around
major industries in Odisha in the
iron, aluminum, and petrochemi-
cal sector.

Odisha is a destination of
choice for investors: Min 

Continued from P1
Undernourishment prevalence

rose in India from 14.6 per cent in
2018-2020 to 16.3 per cent in 2019-2021.
This translates into 224.3 million
people in India being undernour-
ished out of  the total 828 million peo-
ple globally.  

Child wasting which is a strong
predictor of  mortality among chil-
dren under five years of  age also
worsened from 15.1 per cent in
2012-16 to 19.3 per cent in 2017-21.  

India, however, noted improve-
ment in two parameters of  child
stunting from 38.7 per cent in 2012-
16 to 35.5 per cent in 2017-21 and child
mortality from 4.6 per cent in 2014 to
3.3 per cent in 2020.  The GHI said stunt-
ing disparities between districts
were particularly pronounced in
India.  “The example of  India shows
the importance of  considering the
subnational context when design-
ing programs and policies to tar-
get child stunting. Researchers in-
vestig ated the factors that
contributed to a decline in stunt-
ing in four Indian states between
2006 and 2016: Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, Odisha, and Tamil Nadu,”
it said. The report said the re-
searchers found that stunting fell
mainly in response to improve-
ments in the coverage of  health
and nutrition interventions, house-
hold conditions (such as socioe-
conomic status and food security),
and maternal factors (such as moth-
ers' health and education).

“While improvements in house-
hold conditions were the most im-
portant factor for each of  the four
states, the second most important
factor varies by state. As the authors
conclude, this variability across
states indicates the need for con-
textualised policy and program-
matic initiatives to help focus the
efforts in the sectors that need the
most attention for continued de-
cline in stunting,” it said.

Naveen abolishes...
Continued from P1
Last year, the state government

had substituted the contractual
recruitment posts with initial ap-
pointees. Today, the State Cabinet
has decided to abolish the con-
tractual system of  recruitment
permanently, he announced.

Even today, he mentioned, there
are no regular recruitments in
many states and they are still con-
tinuing with the contractual re-
cruitment system. But in Odisha,
the era of  contractual recruitment
has come to an end, added the CM.

He also informed that the noti-
fication will be issued Sunday. More
than 57,000 employees will be ben-
efited from this move. The gov-
ernment will spend approximately
`1300 crore per annum. 

“This decision brings early
Diwali for their family members.
Today, Odisha is moving ahead
with confidence. A strong and em-
powered Odisha. This is a golden
moment in the history of  Odisha,”
said Patnaik. In his message, he
urged all the government employees
to work sincerely and serve the
people with commitment.

Follow the 5-T initiative of  team
work, technology, transparency,
time and transformation diligently
while discharging the duty. Work
hard to enhance the image of
Odisha, and play a significant role
in the transformation of  Odisha,
he advised the employees.

SCHOOL INAUGURATION: In a colourful programme, CM Naveen Patnaik inaugurated the ODM Global School in Bhubaneswar, Saturday OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15: A 27-year-
old lady, who accused her biologi-
cal father of  sexually abusing her,
Saturday, approached the State
Commission for Women (OSCW)
seeking its intervention into the al-
leged apathy by Kendrapara po-
lice in taking action against the
accused. Speaking to media, she said
that Minati Behera, the chairper-
son of  OSCW, had assured her of
providing justice. 

The victim’s father, Dibakara
Das, who used to work as driver of
police vehicle at Pattamundai po-

lice station has recently been trans-
ferred to Aul police station.  

The victim also claimed that the
accused father had been keeping
sexual relationship with her force-

fully since 2018. She revealed that
her family members have been
pressurizing the victim to keep
quiet as this would bring disre-
pute to the family. 

Sources also revealed that the vic-
tim was physically attacked by the
accused father when she refused to
keep sexual relationship with him.     

When the accused father’s torture
crossed all limits, she recently fled
home and started residing with
her friends in Bhubaneswar. The
victim’s friend consoled her and
asked to file a complaint with
Mahila police station here in
September this year.  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15: After a
gap of  two years Diwali will be
celebrated with full fervour as state
government Saturday allowed
traders to sell firecrackers at seven
select locations in Bhubaneswar.

The General Administration
and Public Grievance Department
(GA & PG),  in a  letter  to
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC), said that per-
mission has been granted for the
temporary use of  government land
at 7 different patches for the 
purpose.

Manas Ranjan Samal, additional
secretary of  GA & PG Department
to BMC said "I am directed to say
that permission is hereby accorded
for temporary use of  Government
land in respect of  seven different
patches as per land scheduled for
selling of  firecrackers during
Diwali-2022 (this year only) sub-
ject to clearance from all concerned
De par tments l ike DCP
Bhubaneswar, Fire, TPCODL and
R&B and realization and deposit of

ground rent." he said. 
He added that ground rent shall

be collected by the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation @ `160/-
per 100 sqft per day as fixed by the
GA & PG Department. Ground rent
collected from the applicants shall
be deposited by BMC immediately
in the proper Head of  account.

As per the notification, the fire-
crackers will be sold at following
locations in Bhubaneswar-
Sabarasahi Mela Padia at Gadakana
area, Rasulgarh Durga Mandap at
Bomikhal area, Palasuni Biju
Patnaik Play Ground at Pandra
area, Unit-1 High School back side
at Bapuji Nagar area, Laxmisagar
Mela Padia at Laxmisagar, Infront
of  Badagada Crematoria at
Badagada area and Backside of
BDA market at Badagada area. 

Govt allows firecrackers’
sale at 7 locations in City

Daughter moves OSCW alleging police apathy

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15:More than 300
visually impaired persons from across
Odisha gathered at Orissa Association
for the Blind office, Bhubaneswar,
to celebrate International White Cane
Day Saturday. 

A foot rally was taken out on this
occasion from the office of  the
Orissa Association for the Blind to
Sriya Cinema Hall. During the rally,
the participants displayed placards
with messages on the importance
of  white cane in the lives of  the vi-
sually impaired. 

The event was organised by Orissa
Association for the Blind and
VIEWS, a non-profit organization,
in collaboration with German non-
profit DKBW.

Ananta Narayan Jena, MLA
Bhubaneswar and chief  guest on the
occasion, said, “White cane is like
the eyes for visually impaired people.
That’s why I am thankful to the per-
son who invented this. Today is a very
special day as we all celebrate this
to sensitize visually impaired peo-
ple and society in general about the
importance of  white cane. It is being
observed across the world today and
we are part of  it. I am very thankful
to Sanyasi Behera, President, Orissa
Association for the Blind, who is
running this institute smoothly.”

International White
Cane Day celebrated 

Hunger in India...

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15: The state
cabinet Saturday approved ten-
ders of  more than `1550 crore for
execution of  mega piped water
supply projects in rural areas of  11
blocks in four districts.

Apart from the abolition of  the
contractual recruitment system,
the Cabinet has approved eight
other proposals of  the departments
of  Skill Development and Technical
Education, General Administration
& Public Grievances and Pacnhayati
Raj & Drinking Water.

Briefing media, Chief  Secretary
Suresh Chandra Mahapatra said
that the Cabinet approved the ten-
ders for construction of  major
piped water supply projects in
Nayagarh, Bargarh, Khurda and
Kalahandi districts.

A tender worth `395.43 crore
was approved for execution of  a
mega piped water supply project to
provide safe drinking water in
Nayagarh district out of  JJM fund-
ing, he said. By execution of  the
projects, 1,54,594 people of  232 vil-
lages of  Ranpur block and 1,53,637
people of  197 villages of  Odagaon
Block of  the district will be provided
with safe drinking water, he said.

Another Mega Piped Water

Supply project of  ̀ 453.10 crore has
been approved by the Cabinet to pro-
vide safe drinking water in Bargarh
district out of  JJM funding.

With the execution of  this proj-
ect, 65,715 people of  Ambabhona
Block, 90,321 people of  Bhatli Block
and 1,39,254 people of  Sohela Block
of  the district will be benefited,
said Mahapatra. Similarly, another
tender for third PWS project worth
`456.51 crore has been awarded to
provide drinking water to 4,16,886
people of  356 villages under 63 GPs
of  4 Blocks of  the Khurda district.

Moreover, the Cabinet has ap-
proved the tender amounting to
`248.91 crore for execution of  PWS
projects to provide safe drinking
water in Kalahandi District out of
JJM funding. By execution of  the
projects, around 1,26,328 people of
155 villages under 36 GPs of  2 blocks
of  the district will be benefited. 

CABINET DECISION

PWS projects worth
`1,550cr for 4 dists

The Cabinet approved
the tenders for 

construction of major
piped water supply 

projects in Nayagarh,
Bargarh, Khurda and
Kalahandi districts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15: Odisha
Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik
requested all his friends and well
wishers not to visit Naveen Niwas,
his private residence, on his birth-
day Sunday as he is not staying in
the city on
that day.

An official
communica-
tion received
from Patnaik's
office said
that: "Chief
Minister Shri
Naveen Patnaik's birthday is October
16, Sunday. However, as the Chief
Minister is visiting Hyderabad on
Sunday for the Make in Odisha pro-
gramme, he has requested the well-
wishers not to come to Naveen Niwas
residence to wish him on 
his birthday".

The chief  minister said that he
is always grateful for the love, re-
spect and blessings of  the people
of  Odisha, the official communi-
cation said.

CM’s request for 
not visiting Naveen
Niwas on his B-day 
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Malkangiri, Oct 15: The Ministry
of  Railways has sanctioned ̀ 2,800
crore in the Budget for expansion
of  the rail route from the southern
district  of  Malkangiri  to
Bhadrachalam in neighbouring
Telangana following consistent de-
mands by both the state govern-
ments. 

However, the project has re-

mained a non-starter in this part
as the state government is yet to
launch a survey on the project.
Notably, the Telangana govern-
ment has the survey works up and
running for last couple of  months. 

The project is touted to bring a
turnaround in improving railway
connectivity in the state. Expansion
of  the rail route will help connect
many states in southern India with
Odisha and also be commercially
viable as it will help Odisha earn
more revenue.   

Reports said recommendations
have been made to construct 48
big bridges and 165 small bridges
on the 173-km long Malkangiri-
Bhadrachalam rail route. The rail
route will pass from Malkangiri
to Badli, Kuasiguda, Rajanguda,
Maharajpalli and Lunimanguda

and will meet near Sabari river
before entering the neighbouring
state. 

However, Odisha is yet to show
the same keenness and take deci-
sions to conduct a survey and start
land acquisition like Telangana.
On the other hand, Telangana gov-
ernment has already started a sur-
vey for land in its territory start-
ing from Malkangiri border to
Bhadrachalam two months before,
reliable sources said. It is identifying
land for the rail route to pass
through till Bhadrachalam and
launching efforts for their acqui-
sition.  

Meanwhile, funds worth `900
crore have been sanctioned for the
much-awaited 130km-long Jeypore-
Malkangiri rail route while the
survey is  on its  last  le g in
Malkangiri district. Malkangiri,
Mathili and Khairaput tehsildars
were asked to conduct survey for
the rail  route project  from
Gobindpalli on the fringes of  the
district till MV-42 here. The three
tehsils were learnt to be nearing
completion of  the survey works. 

When contacted, Malkangiri
sub-collector Akshaya Kumar
Khemundu said talks are on with
the Railways about the project.
Now all eyes are fixed on the Odisha
government as to when it will start
the survey and subsequent land
acquisition work for the project.  

MALKANGIRI-BHADRACHALAM RAILWAY PROJECT

Funds sanctioned, yet rail
route remains non-starter

STATE GOVT HAS
ALSO DELAYED A 
SURVEY ON 130-KM
LONG PROJECT, FOR
WHICH `2,800 CR HAS
BEEN SANCTIONED

POST NEWS NETWORK

Champua, Oct 15: In an unfor-
tunate incident reported from
Badanai panchayat under this
block of  Keonjhar district, Friday
night, a tribal woman had to dig a
pit on her own to bury her dead hus-
band, owing to the apathy of  by-
standers and kin. Locals and his
family relatives did not come out
to help her in performing the last
rites of  her husband. 

As per reports, a couple – Bhanja
Munda and Kati Munda- had been
leading their lives by working as
daily wagers in Badanai village. Last
Thursday Bhanja Munda fell ill. His

wife Kati and her niece took him
to Champua sub-divisional hospi-
tal, but he was referred to the dis-
trict headquarters hospital (DHH)
where he died.

From there, she hired a vehicle
and brought the body to the vil-
lage. She had no money with her
to pay the fare. She borrowed from

others and paid the driver. 
Then, she sought help of  the vil-

lagers and relatives living nearby
to bury the body. But no one came
to support her. She had to dig a pit
near her house and bury the body
herself.

The matter came to the fore as
the video of  the incident went viral
on social media.

When a local asked the reason be-
hind her act, she narrated her
plight. On enquiry, it was learnt that
the couple has been deprived of
housing, drinking water and elec-
tricity. Even hours after the incident,
the administration had not yet
come out to help the woman.

Tribal woman buries dead hubby on her own Oxygen plant
launched at BBMCH
Bolangir: An oxygen plant was
inaugurated on the premises of
Bhima Bhoi Medical College and
Hospital (BBMCH) in Bolangir,
Saturday. Higher Education
Minister Rohit Pujari unveiled the
facility in the presence of
Loisingha MLA Mukesh Mahaling,
Collector Chanchal Rana, Dean of
BBMCH Dr Sabita Mohapatra,
superintendent Mahendra Nayak,
zilla parishad chairperson Debaki
Sahu, municipality chairperson
Lika Sahu and block chairperson
Sarita Bagh. They said that the
oxygen plant will cater to the
growing oxygen supply needs of
the patients at the medical
college.

40 soft-shell turtles seized
Balasore: Police Friday
arrested two persons from
Balasore and seized 40 soft-
shell turtles while being
illegally transported.
Personnel of the Forest
Division recovered the
turtles from a passenger
bus at Rajghat on NH-60.
September 7,  nearly 90
turtles were seized by
Forest officials near the
Odisha-West Bengal border.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHT: Roadside vendors at Gole Bazaar in Sambalpur sell earthen lamps as Diwali draws near OP PHOTO

Yet another
tusker found
dead in Angul
POST NEWS NETWORK

Madhapur, Oct 15: Forest of-
ficials recovered yet another
tusker carcass from a jun-
gle near Mundapada village
under this forest range of
Athamallik forest division
in Angul district, Saturday. 

On being informed, Forest
officials reached the spot and
started an investigation.
Locals alleged that the animal
might have been killed by
poachers and raised doubts
on the efficiency of  the Forest
department. Veterinarians
conducted a post-mortem of
the carcass and it was later
buried at the spot.  

When contacted, Madhapur
forest ranger Santosh Bhoi
said it is premature to make
such claims as the actual rea-
son behind the animal death
can be ascertained only after
availability of  the post-mortem
report.  Notably, this incident
comes just a day after a tusker
was found dead at a farm-
land in Rankia village under
Bhuban forest range in
Dhenkanal district, Friday.
Though the reason behind
the death of  the elephant is
yet to be ascertained, it is
being suspected that the an-
imal was electrocuted.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, Oct 15: A day after the
authorities of  Sambalpur University
here drew flak for changing the ex-
amination schedule just 12 hours
before the examination, they were
again caught on the wrong foot for
supplying question papers late to
the examination centres, Saturday.

The examinations are being held
for the Plus-III fourth semester in
various colleges affiliated to the
Sambalpur University. The exam-
ination timing was fixed at 1.30pm
but the question papers were re-
leased to many colleges through
email at around 1.50pm and to some
others at 1.55pm. However, the stu-

dents were given extra time to write
their answers.  

This has sparked concern
among the local intelligentsia
and resentment among the can-
didates appearing the examina-
tion. The incident sparked un-
rest among students in some
colleges of  Sundargarh and
Jharsuguda districts. 

They alleged that the exami-
nation department is playing with
the life of  the students. As a result,
the examination started 25 min-
utes later than the scheduled time.
The development also inconve-
nienced the students as many of
them coming from far-off  places
found it difficult to travel back to

their homes or places of  their res-
idence. 

Guardians have demanded strin-
gent action against the university
authorities. Efforts to contact ex-
amination controller Rabindra
Panigrahi over phone to get his re-
sponse failed as he did not pick up
the call. 

When contacted, Professor
Sanjukta Dash, Vice-Chancellor-
in-charge of  Sambalpur University
confirmed the development stat-
ing that this is not a big issue. She
said, “It is true that the question
papers reached late at the exam-
ination centre but the students
were given extra time to write
their answers.” 

Sambalpur University: Late arrival
of question papers sparks concern  
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Sometimes important things fall out of  the news cycle and for this rea-
son must continue to be emphasised. Journalists and columnists must
not let go of  their primary role merely because the entertaining ma-

terial generates more response from readers and viewers. 
In 2014, India's ranking on the Global Hunger Index, which was then

measuring 76 nations, was 55. In 2020, out of  107 nations, India fell to 94. Last
year, in 2021, India's rank was 101 out of  116 countries. On 15 October was
published a report that in 2022, India's rank was 107 out of  121 nations. The
score is calculated on a 100-point scale reflecting the severity of  hunger, where
zero is the best score (no hunger) and 100 is the worst. India's score of  29.1
puts us in the 'serious' category. In 2020, the fall in our score was because the
prevalence of  child wasting (low weight for height) in the five years between
2014 and 2019 increased to 17.3 per cent from 15.1 per cent in 2010-2014. 

This year, India's child wasting rate has increased to 19.4, the highest in
20 years and not only does India's poor performance make the regional av-
erage worse, it is the highest for any nation in the world. Undernourishment
rose in the country from 14.6% in 2018-2020 to 16.3% in 2019-2021. That means
more than 22 crore Indians sleep hungry. 

Five United Nations agencies published the 'State of  Food Security and
Nutrition in the World' report earlier this year.
This report said that 40% of  Indians suffered
from food insecurity in 2019-2021 and that
India alone accounted for more than one third
of  the world's total severely food-insecure pop-
ulation. This should not surprise us because
the government takes pride in the fact that 800
million Indians, meaning 60% of  the popula-
tion queues up for five kilos of  free grain and
one kilo of  dal every month, and has been
queueing up for over two years. 

The question is how does the state in India
respond to such reports? When the previous
year's report came, Union Minister of  State for
Agriculture Parshottam Rupala told the Rajya
Sabha that the government questioned the
methodology of  the findings. He said: "Some
NGO has done the survey. We have asked them
on what basis they have reached this conclu-
sion? They have not replied yet. Whenever a
street dog gives birth in our village, even
though it bites, our women provide them with
sheer (sweet dish). So, in a country where
such a tradition exists, and an NGO comes and
releases such a report about our children, we
should not be sensitive to such reports. As
far as these surveys are concerned, even
healthy and strong children are counted...there
should be awareness in society, our dynamic
minister Smriti (Irani) ji has started a Jan
Andolan, and 13 crore events have been done."

In 2012, Narendra Modi, who was then the
Chief  Minister of  Gujarat, was asked by the
Wall Street Journal why half  of  Gujarati chil-
dren under five were stunted, or too short for their age, as of  2006, accord-
ing to the latest available figures from the Indian government. His response,
which was reported by the Times of  India was that "the middle class is more
beauty-conscious than health-conscious-that is a challenge. If  a mother tells
her daughter to have milk, they'll have a fight-she'll tell her mother, 'I won't
drink milk. I'll get fat.'" 

India's ranking on the index is behind Pakistan and Bangladesh, but
such things appear to no longer affect us. It goes without saying that Nepal
and Sri Lanka are way ahead of  us. China, which we think of  as being our
competitor, is one of  the top 17 nations which are not assigned an individ-
ual score because there is little hunger there. India's per capita income is
now behind Bangladesh's but that is also not really something that we are
concerned about. The decline here in the economy is something another gov-
ernment would have been hauled over the coals for, but today we merely look
away. 

I have said here before that for one of  my recent books I looked at 53 global
indices on which the government was trying to improve its standing. In 49
of  them, India has fallen since 2014. We are using grand and vague termi-
nology — amritkaal and atmanirbharta — to cover up what is essentially
failure of  the state. It is the sacred task of  the elected to govern competently.
This means to improve the lives of  Indians, who are some of  the most poor
and wretched in the world. It does not mean to take what was built by pre-
vious governments and squander it. That is what we have done. The price
for it is being paid daily by the poorest Indians while the media has allowed
the government to get away. Which is precisely why these things, even at the
cost of  serial repetition, must be brought to the notice of  all who are will-
ing to listen.

P rime Minister Narendra Modi
has urged states to step up
domestic production by ac-

celerating the process for mod-
ernisation of  agriculture, animal
husbandry and food processing to
help India become self-sufficient and
a global leader in the farm sector.
At the 7th meeting of  Niti Aayog
Governing Council, he sought to im-
press upon states to focus on re-
ducing imports, increasing exports
and identifying opportunities for
shipping goods out of  India, more
so due to supply constraints and the
war in Ukraine. 

With import of  edible oil being
around ̀ 1 lakh crore annually, Niti
Aayog member, Ramesh Chand,
lamented that nearly half  of  the
country’s requirement for the cook-
ing medium was met from foreign
supplies. As usual the need for crop
diversification was rightly stressed
keeping in view the precarious
problem of  groundwater in states
such as Punjab and Haryana. The
agriculture economist wanted more
attractive MSP for pulses and
oilseeds to wean away farmers from
paddy and wheat, the mainstay of
India’s procurement programme. 

However, paddy and wheat out-
put cannot be ignored as their re-
quirement has been increasing.
Recent reports indicate that pro-
duction of  kharif  foodgrains is ex-
pected to decline by nearly 4 per cent

with the biggest slide of  6 per cent
being recorded in the output of
paddy during 2022-23 crop year
over 2021-22 due to drought condi-
tions in some states, including
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Punjab,
that witnessed significant mon-
soon rainfall deficit this year. 

Meanwhile, recent reports in-
dicated that there is a fall in the sum-
mer crop acreage due to drought
conditions in six states, including
UP, Bihar and Jharkhand. The over-
all acreage of  kharif  crops was
dragged down largely due to fall in
nearly 5 per cent in sown area of
paddy as also in sowing of  pulses
and oilseeds due to inadequate
rainfall. Additionally, the average
retail prices of  rice, wheat and atta
increased by 8 to 19 per cent this past
year, according to government data
with the maximum increase being
in the case of  atta prices.

Scientists generally agree that
Indian agriculture faces diverse
problems. These include lack of
proper infrastructure and knowhow,
faith in conventional styles of  func-
tioning, lack of  awareness and
scarcity of  farmer capital while
fragmentation of  land holdings
has been another big hurdle. The
country, which accounts for 18 per
cent of  the global population, is
expected to surpass China by 2023,
thereby necessitating more food
production. Estimations by the

Indian Council for Agricultural
Research (ICAR) showed that by
2050, demand for pulses, cereals, rice,
eggs, fruits, vegetables and milk
will be more than twice of  what it
was in 2000, while the demand for
foodgrains is expected to jump by
over 85 per cent. 

While foodgrain production has
to be increased to keep pace with
demand, the International Food
Policy Research Institute estimated
that India would be facing a 16 per
cent drop in food production with
the number of  those at risk for
hunger increasing by 23 per cent by
2030 due to climate change. This rev-
elation is significant since it comes
in the wake of  India’s poor show-
ing in the Global Hunger Index
2022, wherein it ranked 101 out of
116 nations. A need-based mini-
mum core essentially means that
states need to ensure that a mini-
mum acceptable level of  food is
provided for citizens’ needs and
survival. 

However, India has been trying
to comply with the commitment of
guaranteeing adequate daily calo-
rie requirements of  its populace
through a judicious mix of  legal and
policy initiatives like Green
Revolution, Public Distribution
System and National Food Security
Act, 2013. But in reality, a section of
the rural population is under-
nourished as it does not have the pur-

chasing power to have a balanced
diet with necessary proteins and
minerals. Thus lies the need of  en-
hancing farm productivity.    

Agricultural experts believe that
climate change has been impacting
the sector and nutritional stability.
Increasing temperatures, erratic
rainfall and droughts at odd times
are having adverse effect on plant
growth, causing shorter grain fil-
ing periods, reduced yield and bio-
mass. Keeping in view the need to
safeguard the nutritional re-
quirement of  the population, mil-
lets, which include sorghum (jowar),
pearl millet (bajra), finger millet
(ragi), barnyard and other such
varieties, offer a viable option as
these nutraceutical crops are rich
sources of  macro-nutrients and
micronutrients with high levels of
calcium, iron, zinc, potassium and
protein. Thus, diversification of
crops is very much necessary.

Productivity has to increase in
states that are below national av-
erage. Plus, one cash crop must be
grown to increase farmers’ income.
There is need for allocation of  more
resources from Centre, promoting
good nutrition, better local farm-
ing methods, increasing local food
processing and, of  course, better
technological inputs which India’s
scientific institutions can provide.
Only then can India emerge as a
major food hub in the world. INFA

FIGHTING TO FINISH
W

hen I took my chil-
dren to receive their
polio vaccines a few
years ago, I thought

about how lucky we are to live in
a place where we can access life-
saving interventions with such
ease. We didn’t need to take a long
bus ride or walk great distances to
get to the clinic, and there was no
reason to think that there would
be no doses in stock.

Although I was fully aware of  the
protection my children were re-
ceiving, I never considered that
poliovirus could pose a real threat
in Washington, DC. After all, the
virus hadn’t been found in the
United States for years. But re-
cent developments are a wake-up
call, underscoring just how criti-
cal something as simple and rou-
tine as vaccination can be.

In July, health authorities con-
firmed that polio had paralysed an
unvaccinated person in New York.
It was the first US case in nearly
a decade. Then, the virus was
found in wastewater in other parts
of  New York State, which followed
the news that London had also de-
tected poliovirus in its sewage.
The World Health Organisation
has now declared both the US and
the United Kingdom outbreak
countries for variant poliovirus.

Globally, such stories are not
unique. Earlier this year, wild
polio cases were confirmed in
Africa for the first time in over
five years, serving as a chilling
reminder of  how fragile the world’s
progress against polio is. While
cases have plummeted by more
than 99% since the 1988 launch of
a global effort to eradicate the dis-
ease, the final stretch to absolute
zero has been difficult, even though
it is essential.

Fortunately, there is a global
strategy in place to finish the job;
but to succeed, it will need to be
funded properly. Launched last
year, the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative’s (GPEI) five-year Strategy
is already being implemented to
stop and prevent additional out-
breaks. At the strategy’s core are
two priorities: working with at-

risk countries to protect every
child with vaccines, and improv-
ing surveillance to track the spread
of  the disease. The same strategy
is also helping to deliver other
lifesaving vaccines to communities
in remote areas, as well as work-
ing to strengthen health systems.

The Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation joined the GPEI, along-
side the WHO, UNICEF, Rotary
International, and the US Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
in 2007, because we recognised the
opportunity the world had to ensure
that polio never paralysed a child
again. That opportunity is even
more apparent today. Wild polio
remains endemic in only two coun-
tries – Pakistan and Afghanistan
– and though case numbers have
risen slightly this year, they are still
at extremely low levels.

There is not only a moral case
for ending polio. As a health econ-
omist, I also focus on the broader
impact that such achievements
can have. For polio, the financial
benefits of  eradication would be
enormous. If  we wipe out the po-
liovirus within the timeframe set
by the current strategy, the world

could save more than $33 billion this
century, compared to the cost of
continuing to control future polio
outbreaks.

A growing chorus of  stake-
holders recognises this financial
dimension and the opportunity it
represents. Gavi, the Vaccine
Alliance, a public-private part-
nership that provides support for
routine immunisation in 73 of  the
world’s poorest countries, joined
the GPEI in 2019. And just this
month, more than a thousand
global health experts and scientists
from around the world signed a dec-
laration urging countries to fund
the global polio strategy fully.

Donors must heed this call and
ensure that the GPEI receives the
$4.8 billion it needs. A fully funded
strategy will be able to vaccinate
370 million children every year
for five years, while also better
preparing countries against fu-
ture health threats. Throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic, GPEI infra-
structure was the first line of  de-
fense for many countries. Since the
start of  the COVID-19 pandemic in
2020, the polio programme has
lent support for contact tracing, dis-

ease surveillance, and commu-
nity engagement, as well as facil-
itating the rollout of  vaccines.
This is not a one-off  example:
GPEI has responded to threats
such as Ebola, measles, and yellow
fever, consistently demonstrating
a high return on investment.

To be sure, the final stretch in
the race against polio has proven
the most difficult, and recent events
have made matters more chal-
lenging. The pandemic reversed
progress on routine immunisa-
tion globally. Violent conflict, vac-
cine mistrust, and misinforma-
tion continue to present barriers
in the last areas where polio hides.
Owing to this year’s devastating
floods in Pakistan, efforts to stop
polio from spreading there must
be redoubled.

Still, while the destruction in
Pakistan is staggering, it has been
heartening to see the impressive
response mounted by the gov-
ernment and the international
community. Additional support
is still needed to prevent further
hardship, because the high wa-
ters are impeding access to health
care and accelerating the spread
of  waterborne diseases like polio,
cholera, and typhoid. There is no
doubt that such conditions make
it more difficult to stop polio.

But these challenges are not in-
surmountable. GPEI partners and
governments around the world
have the collective experience and
a clear plan to overcome them.
And this month at the World Health
Summit in Berlin, donors have
an opportunity to help achieve a
polio-free world by pledging re-
sources to the GPEI.

When we invest in polio eradi-
cation, we invest in a healthier
world today and for generations to
come. That is why our foundation
remains steadfastly committed to
the GPEI’s mission. We urge oth-
ers to join us so that we can fi-
nally complete it.

The writer is President of
Global Policy and Advocacy

at the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.
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The final stretch in the race against polio has
proven the most difficult, and recent events have
made the goal even more challenging. To finish
the job, global donors must rise to the occasion
and provide sufficient financial support for the

Global Polio Eradication Initiative

22 Crore Sleep Hungry 
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The Divine Truth is greater than
any religion or creed or scripture
or idea or philosophy. 

SRI AUROBINDO

WILD POLIO
REMAINS

ENDEMIC IN
ONLY TWO

COUNTRIES –
PAKISTAN AND
AFGHANISTAN 

Gargee Ghosh

WISDOM CORNER
Do not pray for an easy life, pray for the strength to endure a
difficult one. BRUCE LEE

When you've seen beyond yourself, then you may find, peace of
mind is waiting there. GEORGE HARRISON

At the end of the day, we can endure much more than we think we
can. FRIDA KAHLO

POLIO

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

THE INTERNATIONAL
FOOD POLICY

RESEARCH
INSTITUTE 

ESTIMATES THAT
INDIA WOULD BE
FACING A 16 PER

CENT DROP IN FOOD
PRODUCTION BY

2030 DUE TO 
CLIMATE CHANGE

Dhurjati Mukherjee

New torchbearer

Sir, Justice DY Chandrachud, who is to take over as India’s
new Chief  Justice in November first week, will have a tenure
of  a little more than two years.  Judiciary is not exactly in
the pink of  health nowadays. Slanderous social media cam-
paign has not spared the judiciary. India is fortunate to have
brilliant and upright judges. However, when a few judges go
astray, the habitual troll is bound to sharpen his arsenal
against all judges unmindful of  individual reputation. As the
government is a major litigant in courts, “for and against”
judgements will be the order of  the day. Justice Chandrachud,
as the torchbearer of  the Indian judiciary, has the important
task of  keeping the flock together while protecting with care
honest and sincere judges. It should also be his endeavour to
bring-in exceptional talents to the country’s higher courts.
Known to be tech-savvy, the new Chief  Justice should promote
transparency in the functioning of  the Supreme Court by en-
suring more and more matters of  national interest are tele-
cast live for the benefit of  the people.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

Climate lessons 

Sir, The US state of  Florida has been struggling with the aftermath of
Hurricane Ian that has left behind a huge trail of  destruction. The
Floridians have been the worst-affected by floodwaters that have over-
whelmed and submerged so many dwelling areas and houses out there.
Literally speaking, the people out there have been under water, still
scrambling for help from the government and authorities concerned. There
have been so many sad stories of  hard-working people like boatmen emerg-
ing from Florida. Well, the other day a boatman had vented his outpourings
of  feelings and helplessness in the wake of  Hurricane Ian to a newsman
on CNN. And that was difficult to see and hear. So do the stories of  other
people affected – having been left orphaned and jobless. Advanced fore-
casts of  weather patterns and conditions apart from appropriate and
immediate ways of  alerting people to bad weather conditions like trop-
ical storms will go the extra mile to save the people and ecosystems. Added
to this, the international community should wake up to the impending
threats from climate change. All things considered, countries from
Australia to the US, and continents from Asia to Africa to Europe
should come forward to chalk out immediate plans for handling the ill
effects of  nature. P. Senthil Saravana Durai, MUMBAI
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Aakar Patel

This year, India's
child wasting rate

has increased to
19.4, the highest in

20 years and not
only does India's

poor performance
make the regional

average worse, it is
the highest for any
nation in the world

Caparisoned

Don't be confused by the first syllable: this English word doesn't imply a
head covering, though it can be used for clothing. But there is a

historical link, as some experts believe that caparisoned ultimately derives
from the Latin word for a cap. The original caparison wasn't for humans. It
was a cloth spread over the saddle or harness of a horse. Its source —
through French — was Spanish caparazón for a saddlecloth (which may also
be the source of carapace, for the upper shell of a tortoise, by inversion of
the p and r through what's called metathesis). This probably came from
capa, a short cape or hood, itself from late Latin cappa, a cap. Our cape is
from the same Latin word, though via Provençal and French instead. The link
may be the idea that a cloth on the back of a horse is equivalent to a cape
for a human. Medieval caparisons could be richly decorated, though that
wasn't implied by its original meaning. However, almost as soon as it came
into English it was being used for any sort of splendid or expensive covering,
including that of the person. In The Winter's Tale Shakespeare created the
confidence trickster Autolycus, the original "snapper-up of unconsidered
trifles" (meaning he appropriated anything that had been left unguarded).
When he appears, he wittily bemoans his caparison of rags and tatters, to
which he had been reduced after too much gambling and wenching.
Caparisoned often features in historical novels, especially nineteenth-
century ones by writers such as Sir Walter Scott. It has dropped off in
popularity since then and has become a semi-cliché, often preceded by
words such as richly, ornately and finely. The feasts and pageants that mark
coronations, births, marriages and deaths are good for juicy details. Imagine
giving birth under a mink-edged cloak of velvet on a richly caparisoned
pallet bed, then being removed to an even more splendid bed of state.
The Independent (London), 16 Nov. 2013.

Tech vital for farm sector growth
SPECTRUM AGRICULTURE
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The BJP people give
speeches of making

India 5 trillion economy but we
are at 107th place in the Hunger
Index....106 countries including
even Nepal, Pakistan and
Bangladesh are better than us in
providing two square meals
MANISH SISODIA | DELHI DEPUTY CM

Keeping in view the air quality of Delhi and
NCR which has already started deteriorating,
the Commission for Air Quality Management in
NCR and adjoining areas has urged all
concerned including industries and
construction agencies to strictly follow the
statutory directions issued by the Commission

CONTROLLING POLLUTION
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The protest will
be intensified
outside Tamil

Nadu too and taken
to New Delhi, with
the Chief Minister's
permission, if Hindi is
imposed disregarding the feelings of
the Tamils

UDAYANIDHI STALIN |
DMK'S YOUTH WING SECRETARY

of the
day uote 

Elders must
change their
children’s

mentality towards
Hindi and make them
feel proud of the
language so that
they accept it easily

SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN | MP CM

Two Arunachal
youths missing
Itanagar: Two youths of
Arunachal Pradesh are
missing for over 50 days now
after they went in search of
local medicinal herbs and for
hunting at a mountain along
the India-China border, their
families said Saturday. The
disappearance of Bateilum
Tikro and Bayingso Manyu of
Duiliang village of Anjaw
district near the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) was also
confirmed by various official
agencies, including police,
though they said that it was
not clear if the duo had
actually crossed the LAC or
not. Tikro's younger brother
Dishanso Chikro told the
media that the two youths
went to Chaklagam area in
search of medicinal herbs on
August 19 and the villagers
last saw them on August 24.

Close shave 
for Nitish 
Patna: Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar had a narrow
escape Saturday when the
steamer carrying him collided
with a pillar of JP Setu here
when he went to inspect
Chhath Ghat on the bank of the
Ganga. The boat did not suffer
any significant damage and all
people onboard were safe,
district magistrate of Patna
Chandrasekhar Singh said. 

Bodies found
Jamnagar: Bodies of two
children were recovered from a
well in Gujarat's Jamnagar
district. The bodies of Devraj
and Riya were recovered Friday.
Kalavad Rural Police Sub
Inspector S V Patel said that
Dahod native Badiya Palash
and his family were residing at
a farm of Nitesh Dangariya
where he works as a labourer.

SHORT TAKES

The country
will be
experiencing

`Amrit Kal' in the
next 25 years

BHAGAT SINGH KOSHYARI

| MAHARASHTRA

GOVERNOR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 15: Aadhaar enrol-
ment for newborns along with birth cer-
tificates is expected to be available in all
states in the next few months, expand-
ing beyond 16 states currently offering
the facility, government sources said.

At present, 16 states have Aadhaar
Linked Birth Registration. The process
began more than one year ago, with
various states getting added over time.

Work is on in remaining states and
Unique Identification Authority of  India
(UIDAI) -- the government agency that
issues Aadhaar numbers -- expects that
over the next few months all states will
be able to offer the facility, bringing
added convenience to new parents.

For children up to 5 years, no bio-
metrics is captured. Their UID is
processed on the basis of  demographic
information and facial photograph
linked with the UID of  their parents.
Hence, biometric update is required

(ten fingers, iris and facial photograph)
once the child turns 5 and 15.

More than 1,000 state and central gov-
ernment schemes today leverage Aadhaar
for identification and authentication of
beneficiaries, transfer of  benefits, and
ensuring de-duplication. 

Of  these, nearly 650 schemes are of
state governments and 315 central gov-
ernment-run schemes -- all of  which
use Aadhaar ecosystem and its bio-
metric authentication.

As many as 134 crore Aadhaars have
been issued till date. Last year, updates
and enrolments for this 12-digit bio-

metric identifier added to nearly 20
crore. Of  this, 4 crore were new enrol-
ments, a number that includes newborn
babies and children up to 18 years. Only
30 lakh were related to new adult en-
rolments.

The sources said the aims is now to
ensure that at the time of  birth along with
the birth certificate, Aadhaar is issued.
UIDAI is working with the Registrar
General of  India regarding the same. The
process requires computerised system
of  birth registration, and such states that
had full computerisation have been on-
boarded.

The full list of  states with Aadhaar
Linked Birth Registration was not im-
mediately available. Sources said that
in 16 states whenever a birth certifi-
cate is issued, a message pings to the
UIDAI system, following which enrol-
ment ID number is generated. Aadhaar
is generated as soon as details such as
photo and address of  the child is captured
in the system. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, Oct 15: A Kashmiri
Pandit was shot dead allegedly by
militants in the Shopian district
of  Jammu and Kashmir Saturday,
officials said.

Deputy Inspector General of
Police Sujit Kumar said the Kashmir
Freedom Fighter (KFF) group, the
proxy name of  a militant outfit,
has claimed responsibility for the
attack. Puran Krishan Bhat was
attacked near his residence in the
Chowdhary Gund area of  the south
Kashmir district. He was rushed to
Shopian hospital where doctors
declared him dead, they said.

Officials said the area has been
cordoned off  and a hunt has been
launched to nab the
assailants."Terrorists fired upon a
civilian (minority) Puran Krishan
Bhat while he was on his way to an
orchard in Chowdari Gund, Shopian.
He was immediately shifted to a
hospital for treatment where he
succumbed. Area cordoned off.
Search in progress," the Kashmir
Zone Police wrote on Twitter.

DIG Sujit Kumar said the ini-
tial investigation has revealed that
one militant fired upon Bhat."There
was security, our guard, for this
cluster. We are looking at the rea-
son (for the lapse). He had gone out
on a scooter and just returned to his
home," he added.

Kumar said in case of  any lapse,
action will be taken against the se-
curity guards and the in-charge of-
ficials in the area. Investigations are
underway and more details will be
made public once things become
clear, the police officer said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Shopian, Sachin Kumar Vaishya,
said Bhat's body will be taken to
Jammu where the last rites will
be performed. "All arrangements
are being made. We are extending
help to the family." 

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha and politi-
cal leaders condemned the killing.
"Attack on Puran Krishan Bhat by
terrorists in Shopian is a dastardly

act of  cowardice. My heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved family. I as-
sure the people that the perpetra-
tors and those aiding and abetting
terrorists will be severely pun-
ished," Sinha tweeted.

The National Conference con-
demned the "brazen and cowardly
attack" and expressed "heartfelt
commiserations" with Bhat's fam-
ily.  The party's vice president Omar
Abdullah termed the attack rep-
rehensible. "I unequivocally con-
demn this attack in which Pooran
Krishan Bhat has lost his life. I
send my heartfelt condolences to his
family. May Pooran Ji's soul rests
in peace," he said in a tweet.

The PDP said while the Kashmiri

pandits have been protesting for
the last five months demanding
their relocation after Rahul Bhat was
shot dead in May, the "LG admin-
istration in their hubris kept turn-
ing a blind eye to their plight". 

"Today yet another Kashmiri
Pandit, Puran Krishan, was shot
dead in Shopian. Thoughts and
prayers are with the bereaved fam-
ily," the party said.

CPI(M) leader MY Tarigami said
the government must ensure fool-
proof  security for the minorities in
the Kashmir Valley. "Pained be-
yond words by the despicable attack
which snuffed out the life of  Puran
Krishan Bhat. There does not seem
any letup in the killing of  inno-
cent people. The government must
ensure foolproof  security to the
minorities," he tweeted. BJP General
Secretary (organisation) Ashok
Koul also condemned the "barbaric"
killing and offered his condolences
to the family.

ANOTHER KASHMIRI PANDIT SHOT DEAD 
Deputy Inspector General of

Police Sujit Kumar said the
Kashmir Freedom Fighter (KFF)
group, the proxy name of a militant
outfit, has claimed responsibility
for the attack

Officials said the area has been
cordoned off and a hunt has

been launched to nab the
assailants

Kashmiri Pandit employees block Jammu-Poonch highway during a protest
against alleged killing of Kashmiri Pandit Puran Bhat, in Shopian district PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Port Blair/New Delhi, Oct 15:
A Special Investigation Team has
been constituted to probe allega-
tions that a 21-year-old woman in
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
was lured to the chief  secretary's
home by promising a government
job and then raped by top officials
there.

The police registered a case ear-
lier this month after the Chief
Judicial Magistrate of  Port Blair
ordered its filing based on a peti-
tion by the young woman. The
court which took cognisance of
the complaint accusing the then
chief  secretary of  the island
Jitendra Narain, a 1990 batch IAS
officer, and a labour commissioner
R L Rishi of  raping the woman be-
sides naming a police officer and
hotel owner as among accomplices
in the crime, also ordered the
probe on August 30.

The Aberdeen police station
registered the case and a Special
Investigation Team headed by a
Senior Superintendent of  Police
was formed to probe the serious

allegation against Narain, who
is currently posted as the chair-
man and managing director of
the Delhi Financial Corporation.

The woman alleged she “was
gangraped” by the two officials
after she met them for a job. She
said as her father and step-mother
did not take care of  her financial
needs, she needed a job and was
introduced by some people to the
labour commissioner as he was
close to the then chief  secretary.

The woman claimed that the
chief  secretary appointed “7,800
candidates” in various depart-
ments in the administration of
the islands “on the basis of  rec-
ommendation only” and without
any “formal interview”.

When contacted, Narain said
that he cannot comment on the
issue as the matter is sub judice. 

The woman lodged the com-
plaint with the police on August 21
in which she gave a detailed account
of  the alleged sexual attack on her
twice – on April 14 and May 1 -
and requested that the CCTV
footage of  the then chief  secre-
tary's residence be preserved as
evidence.

SIT to investigate
rape allegations
The woman alleged she
‘was gangraped’ by the

two officials after she met
them for a job. She said

as her father and 
step-mother did not take

care of her financial
needs, she needed a job 

Delay in justice
big challenge:
for citizens: PM 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kevadia (Gujarat), Oct 15: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Saturday
said delay in getting justice is one
of  the major challenges faced by the
people of  the country, and added that
a sensitive judicial system is es-
sential for a capable nation and a
harmonious society.

Since obscurity of  law creates
complexity, new laws should be
written in lucid manner and in re-
gional languages to bring in "ease
of  justice" so that even the poor can
easily understand them, he said, not-
ing that legal language should not
become a hurdle for citizens.

In his video message aired at
the inaugural session of  the two-day
'All India Conference of  Law
Ministers and Law Secretaries' at
Ekta Nagar in Kevadia near the
'Statue of  Unity' in Gujarat, Modi
also said that in the last eight years,
his government has scrapped more
than 1,500 old, obsolete and irrele-
vant laws, many of  which contin-
ued from the time of  British rule. 

"Delay in getting justice is one
of  the major challenges being faced
by the people of  our country," Modi
said."But our judiciary is seriously
working towards resolving this
issue. In this 'amrit kaal', we will
have to work together to tackle
this," he said.

Systems like alternative dis-
pute resolution and Lok Adalats
have helped reduce the burden
on courts and the poor get jus-
tice easily, the prime minister
added. Stressing the use of  re-
gional languages in the legal sys-
tem, he said that they have to play
a big role for the "ease of  justice".

CLEANLINESS DRIVE

Army personnel during a cleanliness drive at the pond of the Sree Padmanabhaswamy temple as part of the
Swachhata campaign 2.0, in Thiruvananthapuram PTI PHOTO

Aadhaar enrolment for newborns
to be expanded in all states soon
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, Oct 15:As he marched
ahead on his Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Karnataka, senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi noticed an old
woman standing with two cu-
cumbers in her hand and struck up
a conversation with her.

The woman explained that
she had grown the cucumbers in
the land allotted to her under
‘Land to the Tiller Policy’ at the
time when Rahul Gandhi’s
grandmother, Indira Gandhi,
was Prime Minister. He looked
visibly moved towards the end
of  their conversation.

Karnataka is one of  the few
states where the policy under
which the land was given to a
poor farmer who tilled it, was
very effectively implemented.
The then Chief  Minister D Devaraj
Urs ensured distribution of  land

to poor tillers from landlords who
owned hundreds of  acres.

Lakhs and lakhs of  beneficiar-
ies of  this policy still keep a photo
of  Indira Gandhi in their homes
and have deep respect for the
Congress party for giving them a
new lease of  life through owner-
ship of  land, which remained a
distant dream for generations.

The Bharat Jodo Yatra has

been successful in reminding
the people of  one of  the great-
est achievements of  the party.
The youngsters who are ob-
serving the tumultuous devel-
opments in the state are tak-
ing note and researching about
the social revolution which was
brought without bloodshed
nearly five decades ago.

The yatra entered Karnataka

through Chamarajanagar, con-
sidered as one of  the most backward
districts. Then it reached Mysuru
district during Dussehra and passed
through Mandya, Tumakuru and
Chitradurga. It is now passing
through Ballary district.

While Rahul Gandhi has claimed
that the party would win the 2023
Karnataka Assembly elections,
Chief  Minister Basavaraj Bommai

called the Congress leader “a small
boy who is treating senior leaders
according to his whims and fancies
and they are readily dancing to
his tunes”.

In a similar remark, former
Chief  Minister BS Yediyurappa
also called Rahul Gandhi a
“bachcha” (child). Karnataka
State Congress President DK
Shivakumar who was summoned
to attend an inquiry by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
amid the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
was also used by the party to
its advantage.

Shivakumar stated that he is
being troubled to disturb the rally
and attended the inquiry in New
Delhi. The yatra which will be
taken up for 21 days in Karnataka
will cover 511 km.

The Grand Old Party is also con-
fident of  making an impact in the
state’s north and the Hyderabad-
Karnataka region. In response to
the yatra, BJP leaders in the state
have launched tours, with Chief
Minister Bommai announcing
one under his leadership.

Congress leaders confide that
the unity shown by Siddaramaiah
and Shivakumar when Rahul
Gandhi is around is maintained
till the Assembly elections so that
they can wrestle power.

BHARAT JODO YATRA

K’taka’s response leaves ruling BJP worried
A large number of party

workers and people 
gathered in Bellary as the
Congress party celebrated

the foot march led by
Rahul completing the
1,000-km milestone

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Imphal, Oct 15: The Manipur gov-
ernment has restricted the number
of  children to four in a family to be
eligible for government jobs or
benefits in various schemes.

Manipur’s Information and
Public Relations Minister S Ranjan
Friday said that the council of
ministers in its meeting Thursday
decided that any person or family
having more than four children
would be excluded from various
government schemes besides jobs.

Manipur Chief  Minister N Biren
Singh presided over the cabinet
meeting which took the decision
and approved establishing the
Manipur State  Population
Commission.

Ranjan said that the state
Assembly had earlier adopted a

private member resolution to es-
tablish the population commis-
sion in Manipur.

BJP legislator, Khumukcham
Joykisan had moved the resolu-
tion over the alleged infiltration
of  outsiders into the state af-
fecting the demographic pattern
in the state.

Referring to the official statistics,
the MLA had told the house that the
population growth of  153.3 per cent
in Manipur's hill districts from
1971-2001 increased drastically to
250 per cent from 2001-2011.

Naga, Kuki and Zomi and other
tribals mostly reside in the hill dis-
tricts. The Assam government had
also, more than a year ago, adopted
a two-child policy which would be
criteria to get government jobs and
to avail benefits from state-spon-
sored welfare schemes.

No govt benefits for families
with over 4 kids in Manipur

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, Oct 15: The world’s
largest passenger plane Airbus
A380 operated by Emirates’ ar-
rived at  the Kempe Gowda
International Airport in Bengaluru
Saturday.

Bangalore became the first south-
ern city in the country where serv-
ices of  world’s largest passenger air-
craft is launched.

Minister for Co-Operation, ST
Somashekar and Bangalore
International Airport (BIAL)
Managing Director and CEO Hari
Marar described the moment as
historical and thanked Emirates
for reposing faith in Karnataka
government.

Satyaki Raghunath, Chief
Strategy and Development officer
at BIAL, said that Bangalore has be-
come the first city in southern
India to be served by Emirates flag-

ship A380 services.
The arrival of  this wide-body

aircraft shows the operation ca-
pability and rising passenger de-
mand at Bangalore airport. The
enhanced premium experience that
the new A380 service brings to the
Dubai-Bangalore route will not
only meet the strong travel demand
but also help to stimulate traffic
between the two markets,
Raghunath added.

Adnan Kazim, Chief  Commercial
Officer, Emirates, said, “The special
relationship that we share with
Bangalore and the state of
Karnataka is one of  mutual growth
and prosperity.”

“We are delighted to introduce

A380 services to this vital gateway
for travellers in south India. Today’s
flight is testament to the fruitful re-
lationship that we share with the
city and we look forward to pro-
viding the flagship experiences
across all cabins for travellers trav-
elling to and from Bangalore when
we begin our scheduled daily A380
services later this month,” he added.

Emirates’ flight took off  from
Dubai at 10 am and landed in
Bangalore at 3.40 pm. The occa-
sion was marked by celebrations.
The special flight operating as
EK562 was greeted with a proces-
sion of  follow-me vehicles, arrived
ahead of  the launch of  scheduled
A380 services, which will begin

October 30, an official statement
said.

Starting October 30, Emirates’
A380 flights between Dubai and
Bangalore will operate as EK568
and EK569. The daily flight leaves
the airline hub at 2125 hour, arriv-
ing in Bangalore at 230 local time
the next day. The return flight de-
parts Bangalore at 430 hour and
arrives in Dubai at 710 hour.

Currently, Emirates operates
A380 to more than 30 destinations
across the globe. The airbus is loved
for its extra legroom. The flight
has premium economy.

The other features include shower
spa and onboard lounge. Business
class cabins provide superior lev-

els of  comfort and privacy and spa-
cious seats in economy class.

World’s largest passenger plane arrives in B’lore airport
CURRENTLY,
EMIRATES OPERATES
AIRBUS A380 
TO MORE THAN 30 
DESTINATIONS
ACROSS THE GLOBE

MIA to add pep 
to ‘Deepavali’
Mangalore: Passengers
travelling through the Mangalore
International Airport (MIA) are
in for a fun-filled, memorable
time this ‘Deepavali’, the festival
of lights, with the airport decked
up with dazzling lights.
A release from the MIA here said
several passenger-centric
activities would be introduced
from Saturday as part of the
festivities. These include
shopping promotions,
artistically-created selfie points
and craft classes to add pep to
the festival. Starting October 15,
passengers would get their
chance to ‘spin the wheel' in the
domestic security hold area and
get exciting shopping offers
from select retail outlets.
A décor of ‘Kalpavriksha’, the
wish-fulfilling tree, has been
placed in the forecourt of the
lower ground floor, which has
emerged as the new selfie
hotspot at the airport.
The terminal would also be lit up
to add to the festive ambience,
the release said.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi/Kohima, Oct 15:
Murky politics and shenanigans of
backroom games have been un-
leashed in Nagaland during the
last 36 hours.

Are the developments linked to
the fate of  Naga peace talks or just
electoral games ahead of  the elec-
tions which are due early next
year?

The Chief  Minister’s Office is-
sued a statement Friday evening
calling the news item carried in a
national newspaper as ‘Fake News’.
Chief  Minister Neiphiu Rio’s party
NDPP also issued a statement say-
ing there was no truth in the claims
made in the news report.

The Congress lawmakers in par-
liament are likely to take up the mat-
ter in the Standing Committee on
Home.

Based on the news report filed
by a reporter who covers CBI/ED
regularly, Nagaland Congress chief
K Therie and former Chief  Minister
KL Chishi told IANS that Chief
Minister Rio - who heads the NDPP-
BJP-NPF government - should be

dismissed.
The denial by the CMO came

after a day Saturday while NDPP
had reacted Friday itself.

The CMO statement says, “The
Media Cell, Chief  Minister’s Office
Nagaland has issued a press re-
lease stating that on 13th October
2022, Amit Mukherjee representing
the ‘New Indian Express’ published
a fake news item in which it is al-
leged that the Enforcement
Directorate had questioned Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio in connection
with ‘the non-existent High Court,
etc.’ for several hours in a mili-
tary facility at Rangapahar in
Dimapur.”

“The same news has been cir-
culating through various media
and social media platforms. In this
regard, it is made explicitly clear
that the Chief  Minister of  Nagaland
was never called by the Enforcement
Directorate in connection with any
matter connected with the High
Court,” the CMO said adding,
“Action, in accordance with the

law, is being initiated against those
concerned and those who are re-
sponsible for this reckless dis-
semination of  this fake news. And
the concerned department will
clarify the other aspects of  the
news item.”

Meanwhile, the newly-floated
Rising People’s Party (RPP), in a
statement, said, “The Chief
Minister is now a ‘prisoner’ of  the
BJP and this will have intense ram-
ifications for the state.”

Secondly it has come to the no-
tice of  the RPP that the ED is also
vigorously chasing 10 NDPP sit-
ting MLAs.

Speculation is rife that the ED has
built up cases of  corruption against
the 10 MLAs. According to sources,
these 10 MLAs may strike a bargain
with the BJP to join the party.

The RPP, headed by Joel Naga,
also states, “It’s not surprising that
the ED should interrogate the Chief
Minister for 6 hours. This inter-
rogation is not the last and we ex-
pect more grilling in the days to
come. Despite the NDPP table
thumbing and their protests that
the ED grilling the CM is fake news,
there’s no smoke without fire.
Firstly, according to newspaper re-
ports the army has declined to
comment which means that some-
thing is fishy.”

The BJP and the NPF - two allies
of  Rio in Nagaland - have main-
tained silence.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Guwahati, Oct 15: The Kaziranga
National Park in Assam Saturday
started an online ticket booking
service for tourists, officials said.

Tourists visiting Kaziranga can
now book e-tickets through the
designated portals. Earlier, book-
ing for the park safaris could be done
only once the tourists would reach
Kaziranga.

The online ticket booking process
was officially inaugurated by the
Divisional Forest Officer (DFO)
Ramesh Kumar Gogoi at Mihimukh
Saturday morning.

Gogoi said that local and for-
eign tourists will now be able to do

enjoy a safari hassle-free by book-
ing tickets in advance through the
e-portal of  Kaziranga National
Park.

The Kaziranga National Park
and Tiger Reserve, famous for its
one-horned rhinos, opened for this
tourist season from October 2.

However, as per the officials, the
park now provides jeep safaris in
the two ranges -- Kohora and Bagori
-- due to inclement weather.

In this regard, Gogoi told IANS,
“Some parts of  the Kaziranga are
still submerged due to the rising
water level of  Brahmaputra. We are
looking into the condition and hope
that by November, the entire park
can be opened for tourists.”

Morigaon, Oct 15: Over 500
people in Assam’s Morigaon
district were rendered homeless
due to heavy erosion by the
Brahmaputra river, officials
said Friday.

The river swallowed about 3
km area, including cropland,
roads and houses around Murkata
village, they said.

Around 80 domestic animals

were killed, and the century-
old Durga temple of  the village
was also swallowed by the river,
they added.

The homeless people are at
present living on a roadside in
Mayong area of  the Morigaon
district, and in Chandrapur
area  in  the  neighbouring
Kamrup Metro district. They
have been provided with tar-

paulins and other relief  mate-
rials, officials said.

T he Water  Resources
Department is working to arrest
the erosion, but the situation is
yet to be brought under control,
they said. Pobitora Wildlife
Sanctuary, a habitat of  the famed
one-horned rhinoceros, was also
under threat by the unabated ero-
sion, forest officials said.

500 rendered homeless by Brahmaputra erosion

AWAY FROM WATER: Villagers use a boat to shift to a safer place in flood-ravaged Morigaon, Assam IANS

Kaziranga kicks off online
ticket booking for tourists

MHA UPGRADES
SARMA’S SECURITY
COVER TO Z PLUS

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi/Guwahati, Oct 15:
The Union Home Ministry has ac-
corded Z plus security cover to
Assam Chief  Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, from his existing Z
category, officials said Friday.

Officials said that the security
arrangement of  Assam Chief
Minister was recently reviewed in
consultation with the central se-
curity agencies.

“The Chief  Minister would be
provided Z plus security cover on
an all India basis,” an official said.

Sar ma’s  predecessors -
Sarbananda Sonowal, Tarun Gogoi,
and Prafulla Kumar Mahanta - en-
joyed NSG protection based on
threat perception in insurgency-hit
Assam. Three-term Chief  Minister
(2001-2015) Gogoi’s NSG cover was
replaced with the CRPF in 2016
after BJP came to power. Similarly,
Mahanta’s NSG cover was reduced
by the Union Home Ministry in
2019 but he was granted Z plus se-
curity in 2017.

Sarma had been a CRPF pro-
tectee since 2017 while he was
minister in the previous Sonowal
government. 

WAR OF WORDS

CMO Nagaland, NDDP deny
Rio being interrogated by ED
The Chief Minister’s Office
issued a statement Friday
evening calling the news

item carried in a national
newspaper as ‘Fake News’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi waves at supporters during the party’s Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Bellary district
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Ground realities are
perhaps not visible
from aerial surveys
VARUN GANDHI | BJP MP

More than 20,800 cattle were
found infected with lumpy
skin disease in Madhya
Pradesh and 336 of them have
succumbed to the infection so
far, officials said Saturday

MP SHOCKER 
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Self-reliance
and the
secured

borders are central to
making India a
powerful nation

RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE

MINISTER

of the
day uote 

Did you ever
think that
Article 370

would be abrogated?
If you talk to
Congress leaders and
workers about Article
370, they remain mum as its
provision was made by 
Jawaharlal Nehru

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

From day one,
NCP leaders
Ajit Pawar,

Jayant Patil and
Congress’ Nana
Patole had claimed
that this government
will fail, but that has not happened.
The state government is taking new
decisions every other day for the
betterment of people

CHANDRAKANT PATIL | MAHARASHTRA MINISTER

Ganja seized
Guwahati: The Assam police
Saturday seized a huge
consignment of ganja valued
at `1.5 crore in the market.
The incident took place in the
Thanamukh area of the
Sonitpur district, a police
officer said. On a tip-off about
the smuggling of ganja and
other narcotic substances
through this route, police
deployed a check post there.
Saturday morning, when the
police signalled a vehicle to
stop, the driver ignored it 
and tried to flee.

IED recovered
Srinagar: Security forces
Saturday recovered an
improvised explosive device
(IED) planted by the militants
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Bandipora district. Police said
an IED weighing 18 kgs was
recovered by the security
forces at Ashtingo village on
Bandipora-Sopore road
Saturday morning.

Smuggler killed 
Jalpaiguri: A suspected cattle
smuggler was shot dead by
BSF personnel near the India-
Bangladesh border in North
Bengal, officials said Saturday.
The incident took place early
Friday in Phansidewa area of
Darjeeling district when a
Border Security Force (BSF)
patrol party apprehended
some people at Murikhaowa
village who were trying to
smuggle cattle into
Bangladesh, an official said.

Four booked 
Thane: An offence has been
registered against four
persons for allegedly
cheating an elderly doctor
and taking over his hospital
using fabricated documents
in Maharashtra's Thane
district, police said Saturday.
Based on a complaint lodged
by the 79-year-old doctor,
the police on Friday
registered a case under
sections 406 (criminal breach
of trust), 420 (cheating) and
other relevant provisions of
the Indian Penal Code, an
official from Kalwa police
station said. 

ED summons
Mondal’s daughter
Kolkata: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
summoned the daughter of
arrested Trinamool Congress
leader Anubrata Mondal in
the cattle scam to appear
before it in New Delhi to
interrogate her about the
source of the huge wealth she
has amassed in the last few
years, an ED official said
Saturday. Sukanya Mondal,
who is a primary school
teacher in Birbhum district,
has been summoned to
appear at the ED New Delhi
office on October 27, he said.

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, Oct 15: For years, 48-year-
old Suman Verma Kujra cooked
food for her seven-member family
using solid fuels, mostly wood, in
her kitchen in Jharkhand's
Lohardaga district. 

Kujra, a resident of  Hendlaso vil-
lage, about 80 km from here, ex-
perienced health difficulties, such
as eye inflammation and respira-
tory issues, due to smoke ema-
nating from chulha (oven) in her
kitchen having an asbestos roof.
But, she thought it was normal, and
every kitchen functions this way.

Till then, the woman had been
ignorant about household air pol-
lution and its impact on health.  “I

never heard that smoke coming out
of  chulhas is not good for health
and it can cause multiple dis-
eases,” Kujra said.

However, the housewife's per-
ception changed after she attended
a programme on air pollution and
climate change on December 2,
2020, organised by a Jharkhand-
based NGO, where she came to
know for the first time about house-
hold air pollution.  

“Later, we were trained on how
to measure in-house air quality and
ways to reduce the impact of  pol-
lution to some extent. We were
also given an air quality moni-
toring device,” Kujra said. When
she measured the air quality of
her kitchen for the first time with

such a device after burning the
chulha, the count of  fine partic-
ulate matter PM 2.5, a pollutant,
was near about 900 ug/m3 as

against the normal range of
40ug/m3.

“I was told that the range is
very dangerous for health. In a

bid to lower the pollution impact,
I immediately constructed a win-
dow for proper ventilation in the
kitchen and stopped burning plas-
tics, papers in the chulha. At pres-
ent, I use both LPG stove and
chulha for cooking food,” she said.

Kujra now runs a self-help group
(SHG) under the Jharkhand State
Livelihood Promotion Society
(JSLPS), a nodal agency for the
implementation of  national rural
livelihood mission (NRLM) proj-
ects.  “Since I am associated with
SHG, I decided to create aware-
ness about household air pollu-
tion among women in villages with
the support of  the NGO. Till now,
I have reached out to around 400
women and they have also joined

the campaign against pollution,”
she said. 

A similar view was aired by
Reena Oraon,  a  resident of
Hariharpur village.  Oraon said, “I
was not aware of  household pol-
lution earlier. Now, I decided to
build a kitchen outside the living
room so that smoke goes out eas-
ily. I have also joined the mission
to make people aware of  health
impacts due to air pollution in my
village.”

Household pollution, mainly in
rural areas, is hardly discussed in
seminars even though “its impact
is huge on those who are cooking
using fossil fuel,” said Manorama
Ekka, the founder of  HOPE, a civil
society organisation. 

Women in this village are waging war against air pollution

PIXABAY/ REPRESENTATIVE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 15: The Supreme
Court Saturday suspended the
Bombay High Court order ac-
quitting former Delhi University
(DU) professor G N Saibaba and
others in a Maoist-links case, say-
ing the merits of  the case was not
considered while  g ranting 
them the relief.

The top court rejected Saibaba's
request to order his release from
jail due to his disability and health
conditions and put him under
house arrest after the Maharashtra
government opposed the prayer,
saying nowadays, there is a new
tendency of  "urban Naxals" to
seek house arrest. It, however, al-
lowed Saibaba to move a fresh
bail application in the case.

The high court acquitted
Saibaba and others in the case on
Friday. An apex court bench of
justices M R Shah and Bela M
Trivedi, which sat on a non-work-

ing day to hear the matter said, "We
are of  the opinion that this is a fit
case to exercise powers under
Section 390 CrPC and to suspend
the impugned judgment and order
passed by the high court."

It said, "We are of  the firm opin-
ion that the impugned judgment
and order passed by the high court
is required to be suspended. For
the reasons stated, the impugned
judgment and order passed by the
high court is ordered to be sus-
pended till further orders." 

It issued notice to Saibaba and
others and sought their replies
by December 8 on a plea moved by
the Maharashtra government
against the high court order and
stayed the release of  all the ac-
cused in the case from jail. 

It said that the offences for
which the accused were convicted
by the trial court are very seri-
ous and against the sovereignty and
integrity of  the country and a de-
tailed scrutiny of  the judgment
is required as the high court did
not  consider  the  merits  o f  
the case. "The high court has not
at all dealt with and considered any-
thing on the merits of  the judgment
and order passed by the trial court,
though even according to the coun-

sel appearing on behalf  of  A-6
(Saibaba), the detailed submis-
sions were made on behalf  of  the
accused on merits of  the appeal and
on the judgment and order of  con-
viction and sentence imposed by
the trial court," it said. 

The bench added that the high
court has discharged the accused
number 1-5 only on the ground
that the sanction was invalid,
mainly on the ground that some
material which was placed before
the appropriate authority at the
time of  sanction/review were
placed were available on the very
day and that no reasons are given
while granting sanction.  

"The same is required to be con-
sidered in detail considering pro-
vision of  Section 465 CrPC. So far
as the A-6 is concerned, the ac-
cused has been discharged on the
ground that there was no sanc-
tion the day on which the trial
court took cognizance and even
famed the charge. However, the
same question is required to be con-
sidered in detail. . ."  it  said.
Appearing for Saibaba, senior ad-
vocate R Basant said his client is
paraplegic with 90-95 per cent dis-
ability and wheelchair-bound with
almost zero per cent mobility.

Saibaba to stay in jail

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Oct 15: Four govern-
ment employees, including a po-
liceman, and a bank manager
were dismissed from service by
the Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration for their alleged in-
volvement in anti-national ac-
tivities, officials said Saturday.

With this, the number of  em-
ployees who were terminated
from service for “anti-national
activities” in the Union Territory
in the past over one year rose to
44. The dismissal of  the five --
most of  whom have cases regis-
tered against them for terror ac-
tivities -- was ordered under
A r t i c l e  3 1 1  o f  t h e
Indian
Constitution, an
official
spokesper-
s o n  s a i d .
Article 311
provides for
t h e  d i s -
missal of  a
person em-
ployed in civil
capacities under
a Union or a state.

"The activities of  these
employees had come to the ad-
verse notice of  law enforcement
and intelligence agencies, as they
have been found involved in ac-
tivities prejudicial to the interests
of  the security of  the state," the
spokesperson said.

Those who have been dismissed
from service are Manager of
Baramulla Central Cooperative
Bank Ltd Afaq Ahmad Wani,
Constable in Auxiliary wing of
Jammu and Kashmir Police
Tanveer Saleem Dar, village-level
worker Syed Iftikhar Andrabi, or-
derly-cum-chowkidar in Jal Shakti
Department at Baramulla, Irshad
Ahmad Khan and assistant line-
man in Public Health Engineering
sub-division, Handwara, Abdul
Momin Peer, he said.

The spokesperson said the com-
mittee constituted by the gov-
ernment on July 30, 2020, for scru-
tinising the inputs, records and
cognisable material, recom-
mended the dismissal of  the five,
taking the number of  such em-

ployees who were terminated
from service for “anti-national
activities” in the Union Territory
to 44.

The process of  dismissal began
in April last year and among those
dismissed from the government
service included three sons of
Pakistan-based Hizbul Mujahideen
supremo Syed Sallahuddin and
tainted deputy superintendent of
police Devender Singh (now re-
moved), who was caught with a
most wanted terrorist and two
others travelling along the
Srinagar-Jammu national highway.

A f a q  A h m a d  Wa n i ,  S ye d
Iftikhar Andrabi and Abdul
Momin Peer are among several

persons chargesheeted by the
National Investigation

Agency in a major
narco-terrorism

racket, which was
unearthed in north
Kashmir's
Kupwara district
on June 11, 2020.
A total of  21 kilo-

grams of  heroin
and over `1.35 crore

was recovered.“Wani
has been part of  a narco-

terror module and involved in
sale, purchase, transportation,
warehousing and possession of
heroin,” the spokesperson said.

Peer, also involved in narco-
terror financing, has been part of
the distribution network, he added.
Peer visited Pakistan in 2016 and
2017 with the aim of  developing
an understanding of  the broader
objectives of  terror-separatist
campaigns, the spokesperson said.

Andrabi has also worked as
over ground worker (OGW) for
Lashar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Hizbul
Mujahidin terror outfits, he said.

“He had developed close links
with Pakistan Occupied Kashmir-
based terrorists and got involved
in narco-terror financing. He can
be described as a double agent as
he maintained very close rela-
tions with the Indian law en-
forcement  a g encies,”  the
spokesperson said. He said Tanveer
Saleem Dar has always subscribed
to the “secessionist and radical”
ideology and two cases stand reg-
istered against him.

The top court rejected
Saibaba’s request to

order his release from
jail due to his 

disability and health
conditions and put
him under house
arrest after the
Maharashtra 

government opposed
the prayer, saying

nowadays, there is a
new tendency of
‘urban Naxals’ to 
seek house arrest

Four J&K employees 
sacked for terror linksINDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Aizawl, Oct 15: In a significant suc-
cess, the Mizoram police have res-
cued 140 exotic animals and seized
drugs worth `34.18 crores and ar-
rested four persons in this con-
nection, the police said on Saturday.

The police said that the exotic an-
imals and seized drugs were smug-
gled in from neighbouring
Myanmar and smugglers from both
the countries were involved in the
clandestine trade.

Officials said that the police in
a joint operation with the Excise
and Narcotics Department per-
sonnel intercepted three vehicles
(two Boleros and one Scorpio) and
rescued 140 wild animals and birds
on Saturday in eastern Mizoram's
Champhai district.

The rescued wild animals in-
cluded 30 tortoises, four monkeys,
22 pythons, 18 Sumatran water
monitors, 55 crocodiles (hatch-
lings), four Flame powerbirds, four
Servel cats, and one Albino wallaby.

Three persons were arrested in
connection with the biggest ever
seizure of  wild animals. They have
been identified as Lalemruata (38),
Tinkhuma (38) and E. Lalmuanpuia.
They were handed over to the
Superintendent of  Customs
Preventive Force, Champhai, for fur-
ther legal proceedings.

In another incident, heroin
weighing 6.836 kg valued at ̀ 34.18
crore was seized from a vehicle at
Champhai. The police said that
the consignment was concealed in
500 soap cases.

140 exotic animals
seized in Mizoram

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 15: Decorated po-
lice officer K Vijay Kumar, who
was credited for eliminating for-
est brigand Veerappan, has re-
signed as the senior security
advisor in the Ministry of  Home
Affairs (MHA).

Kumar, who put in his papers
sometimes ago due to personal
reasons, has vacated his accom-
modation in Delhi and relocated
to Chennai."I am now based in
Chennai after I decided to end my
stint with the MHA due to per-
sonal reasons," he said.

Kumar expressed his grati-
tude to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, National Security Advisor
(NSA) Ajit Doval, MHA officials
and the chiefs of  police forces
of  all the states for extending
cooperation throughout his
tenure.

Kumar was mostly advising
the government on issues of  Left-
Wing Extremism (LWE), besides
on Jammu and Kashmir. 

The 1975-batch Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer was ap-
pointed as the senior security of-
ficer of  the MHA after his su-
perannuation from service in
2012 as the director general of
the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF). He served as the advisor
to the governor of  Jammu and
Kashmir before being re-ap-
pointed as the senior security
advisor in the MHA in 2019. 

MHA’s security
advisor resigns 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 15: The Supreme
Court has stopped the coronation
of  Swami Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati  as  the new

Shankaracharya of  the Jyotish
Peeth in Uttarakhand.

A bench of  Justices B R Gavai
and B V Nagarathna passed the
order after Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta informed the bench that
the Shankaracharya of  Govardhan
Math in Puri has filed an affidavit
that  the appointment of
Avimukteshwaranand as the new
Shankaracharya of  the Jyotish
Peeth has not been endorsed.

"This application is allowed in
terms of  prayer clause," the bench

said. The top court was hearing
an application alleging that Swami
Avimukteshwaranand Saraswati
falsely claimed to have been ap-
pointed as  a  successor

Shankaracharya of  Jyotish Peeth
by the deceased Shankaracharya
Swami Swaroopanand Saraswati.

The matter is pending before the
top court from 2020. The plea said
there is a deliberate attempt to en-
sure that the proceedings before
this court become infructuous and
a person who is not qualified and
is ineligible, unauthorisedly as-
sumes the office.

"Such attempts need to be pre-
vented by an interim order of  the
court and hence this application

may be admitted and allowed."It is
most respectfully stated that the nec-
essary documents are being filed
to show that appointment of  new
Shankaracharya is patently false
as it is in complete violation of  ac-
cepted procedure of  appointment,"
the plea said. According to Hindu
scholars, a peeth can't remain with-
out  a  Shankaracharya.
Shankaracharya is a commonly
used title of  heads of  monaster-
ies called mutts in the Advaita
Vedanta tradition of  Hinduism.

Shankaracharya is a 
commonly used title of heads
of monasteries called mutts

in the Advaita Vedanta 
tradition of Hinduism

Top court stops seer’s coronation in Uttarakhand

With
this, the number

of employees who were
terminated from service

for “anti-national 
activities” in the Union

Territory in the 
past over one year

rose to 44

An artist makes clay lamps ahead of Diwali in Prayagraj PTI PHOTO
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In any case, direct
contact, direct clash of

(NATO) troops with the Russian
army is a very dangerous move
which could lead to a global
catastrophe. I hope that those
who are saying this are smart
enough not to take such a step
VLADIMIR PUTIN | PRESIDENT, RUSSIA

China’s ruling party, National Congress of
the Communist Party of China (CPC) will
hold its key Congress from Sunday. A new
set of senior officials will be appointed
except for President Xi Jinping who is set to
get endorsed for a record third term,
breaking over the three-decade norm for top
leaders to step down after a 10-year tenure

CPC’S BIG DAY TODAY
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international
The current
wave is largely
driven by the

XBB strain, and
reinfections are also
contributing to the
wave. The wave will
likely peak by around mid-November

ONG YE KUNG | HEALTH, MINISTER SINGAPORE

of the
day uote 

Indians have
made sacrifices
across the

world in the service
of humanity. They
inspire us as we
strive to create a
more contemporary and equitable
global order

S JAISHANKAR | EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER,
INDIA

We are already
invested in
clean energy

partnership, in
making the global
supply chain more
resilient and in
harnessing the value of new and
emerging technologies

TARANJIT SINGH SANDHU | INDIAN

AMBASSADOR TO THE US

Dutch Princess
faces threats
The Hague: Dutch Crown
Princess Catharina-Amalia has
moved from her student flat in
Amsterdam to the royal
palace for security reasons,
King Willem-Alexander and
Queen Maxima told local
media. “That has enormous
consequences for her life.
That means she doesn’t live in
Amsterdam and can’t really go
outside,” Queen Maxima said.
King Willem-Alexander
described the situation with
his daughter as “very
difficult”, reports Xinhua news
agency. “I’m really proud of
her for keeping it all up, to be
honest,” Queen Maxima said.

Ex-chief justice
shot dead in Pak
Karachi: A former chief justice
of the Balochistan High Court
was gunned down as he came
out of a mosque after offering
prayers Friday evening in
Kharan area of Pakistan’s
restive Balochistan province.
Muhammad Noor Maskanzai,
who received multiple
gunshot wounds, died while
he was being taken to a
hospital in Quetta, around 280
kilometres from the town of
Kharan. A senior police official
said that the former CJ was
critically injured in the
targeted firing as he came out
of the mosque.

Two charged for van
Gogh’s incident
London: Two women have
been charged with criminal
damage after climate change
protesters threw soup over
Vincent van Gogh’s painting
“Sunflowers” at London’s
National Gallery, British police
said Saturday. A video posted
by the Just Stop Oil campaign
group, which has been holding
protests for the last two
weeks in the British capital,
showed two of its activists on
Friday throwing tins of Heinz
tomato soup over the painting,
one of five versions on display
in museums and galleries
around the world.

SpaceX ferries 4
astronauts back
Cape Canaveral: Four
astronauts returned to Earth in
a SpaceX capsule, ending their
nearly six-month space station
mission with a splashdown in
the Atlantic off Florida. Wet
and windy weather across
Florida delayed their
homecoming. SpaceX and
NASA finally gave the all-clear
Friday, and the three
Americans and one Italian
departed the International
Space Station, their residence
since April. The capsule
parachuted into the ocean,
just off Jacksonville, Florida,
about five hours after it left
the space station. 

SHORT TAKES

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Honolulu, Oct 15: A magnitude 5.0
earthquake was the strongest of  a
series of  temblors that struck Friday
on Hawaii’s Mauna Loa, the largest
active volcano on the planet that sci-
entists say is in a “state of  height-
ened unrest.”

Smaller aftershocks followed,
according to the US Geological

Survey. The series started with a 4.6
magnitude quake seconds before the
larger one, which the USGS previ-
ously reported as having magni-
tude of  5.1.

The first one was slightly off-
shore and south of  the town of
Pahala, followed by the larger quake
just south of  Pahala beneath a high-
way,  the Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory said in a statement.

Hawaii County Mayor Mitch
Roth said there were no immediate
reports of  major damage or in-
juries. He said later there was some
minor damage in Pahala, including
tiles that fell in a county building.

“Shaking from the larger earth-
quakes may have been strong

enough to do minor local damage,
especially to older buildings,” the
observatory’s statement said. “The
two earthquakes occurred within
24 seconds of  each other creating
shaking of  longer duration and
possibly greater intensity than ei-
ther of  the earthquakes would have
created on their own.”

The aftershocks could continue
for several days to possibly weeks
and may be large enough to be felt,
the observatory said.

“This sequence of  earthquakes ap-
pears to be related to readjustments
along the southeast flank of  Mauna
Loa volcano,” the observatory said. 

“On several occasions large earth-

quakes have preceded past erup-
tions of  Mauna Loa, though these
have typically been larger than
today’s earthquakes. It is not known
at this time if  this sequence of
earthquakes is directly related to
the ongoing unrest on Mauna Loa.”

Scientists at the observatory
were monitoring Mauna Loa closely
for changes. Hundreds of  responses
on the USGS earthquakes website
reported feeling varying degrees of
shaking across the vast island. 

Those near Pahala reported
strong shaking, while others further
away felt weaker tremors. The
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center
said there was no tsunami threat
to Hawaii.

World’s largest active volcano in a ‘state of unrest’
MAUNA LOA IS NOT

ERUPTING AND THERE
ARE NO SIGNS OF AN
IMMINENT ERUPTION

AT THIS TIME

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Oct 15: US President
Joe Biden has said Pakistan is “one
of  the most dangerous nations in the
world” as it has “nuclear weapons
without cohesion”. He made the
remarks while addressing a
Democratic Party congressional
campaign committee reception.

“… And what I think is maybe one
of  the most dangerous nations in the
world: Pakistan. Nuclear weapons
without any cohesion,” Biden said.
The US president’s remarks at the re-
ception of  the governing party were
made in the context of  the changing
geopolitical situation globally.

“Ever since May 1998, when
Pakistan first began testing nu-
clear weapons, claiming its national
security demanded it, American
presidents have been haunted by the
fear that Pakistan’s stockpile of
nukes would fall into the wrong
hands. That fear now includes the

possibility that jihadis in Pakistan,
freshly inspired by the Taliban vic-
tory in Afghanistan, might try to
seize power at home,” Marvin Kalb,
a nonresident senior fellow with
the Foreign Policy programme at
Brookings wrote last year.

The top US general Mark Milley
had warned that a rapid with-
drawal of  forces from Afghanistan
would pose an increased risk to
the security of  Pakistan's nuclear
arsenal. In his speech, Biden said
the world was changing rapidly
and countries were rethinking

their alliances.
There was a lot at stake, Biden

said, emphasising that the US had
the capacity to lead the world to a
place it had never been before.

Earlier this month, the US urged
its citizens to reconsider travel to
Pakistan, especially its restive
provinces, due to terrorism and
sectarian violence.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, Oct 15: A 33-year-old
British Sikh Army officer and
physiotherapist, who completed a
trekking challenge to become the
first Indian-origin woman to set
the record of  a solo unsupported
trek to the South Pole, is all set for
her second challenge, a over 1,000-
mile solo and unaided trek to 

Antarctica.
Captain Harpreet Chandi, who

recently won the Asian Achievers
Award in the Uniformed and
Civil Service category in London
for her record-breaking efforts,
will be pulling a sledge with all
her kit and battling below freez-
ing temperatures on her new ad-
venture starting towards the end
of  this month.

“My aim is to complete a solo
and unsupported crossing of
Antarctica,” says Chandi. “This
involves me travelling over 1,000
miles, pulling a pulk [sledge] with
all of  my kit, battling temperatures

of  up to minus 50 degrees Celsius
and wind speeds of  up to 60mph.
This journey will take approxi-
mately 75 days. This expedition
will make me the first female to
complete a solo and unsupported

crossing of  the continent,” she said.
It was around three years ago

when she was learning about
Antarctica that she decided she
wanted to do a crossing of  the
continent.

But she did not put in her ap-
plication into the Antarctic
Logistics and Expeditions (ALE),
which handles the permissions
for such expeditions, immediately
because she wanted to build up
some experience.

“After a year of  training and
completing expeditions in Norway
and Greenland, I put my applica-
tion into ALE. A few weeks later,
I received an email and my appli-
cation had been rejected, I still did
not have enough experience. To
be honest, I felt deflated,” she recalls.

“It is never nice to have any kind
of  rejection. What could I do to
gain the experience that was re-
quired? I created phase one – a
1126.54 kms solo expedition to the
South Pole,” she said, a challenge
she has completed since.

Her application was completed
earlier this year and it has been all
about preparing for this ultimate
goal. Now, she will be setting off  on
her journey in less than two weeks
to start her journey to Antarctica.

“There have been tough times to
get here but I made it this far. I
don't always remember to look
back and reflect. But I know for a
fact my 15-year-old self  would be
amazed at where we are now,” she
writes this week on her blog, where
she logs her trekking journey.

SOLO AND
UNAIDED UK Sikh ‘Polar Preet’ set for new record trek to Antarctica
Captain Harpreet Chandi, known as Polar

Preet with reference to her Polar record,
returned from the South Pole in January
which she saw as the first phase ahead 

of the Antarctica trek

My aim is to
complete a
solo and
unsupported
crossing of
Antarctica
HARPREET CHANDI
I CAPTAIN

Taliban restrict
women from many
university subjects
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kabul, Oct 15: A year after ban-
ning most teenage girls from at-
tending school, the Taliban-led
government in Afghanistan are
now imposing sweeping restric-
tions on which courses women can
enrol in public universities.

The militant group have said
the correct “Islamic environment”
needs to be created for older girls
to be allowed back into schools,
but more than a year after they re-
turned to power this still has not
happened in most provinces, with
reports suggesting hardliners in the
group remain opposed to it, the
BBC reported.

At Nangarhar University, girls
are now given the right to choose
from only seven of  13 faculties.
Women are not permitted to take
subjects like journalism, agricul-
ture, veterinary medicine, engi-
neering or economics. The choice
for female students can vary from
university to university, and de-
pending on which part of  the coun-
try one is in.

Women are allowed to take med-
icine and nursing in all provinces,
as well as teacher training and
Islamic studies.

But veterinary science, engi-
neering, economics and agricul-
ture appear off-limits to women
nationwide, while opportunities
to study journalism are extremely
limited, the BBC reported.

Officials expect 100,000 students
(including 30,000 women) to take
university entrance exams in
Afghanistan this year.

Male and female students have
been taking the exams separately
- in line with Taliban rules on seg-
regating students by gender --for ex-
ample boys in the morning, girls
in the afternoon or by using screens
in exam halls. In some provinces
where the candidate numbers were
high, entrance exams were held
over two or three days.

Activists say the number of  fe-
male students applying for uni-
versity will fall dramatically in
the coming years, unless the Taliban
reopen secondary schools to girls
from grades 6 to 12.

In Laghman province last year,
nearly 1,200 girls took the test
while this year the number had
fallen to just 182 girls. Taliban re-
strictions on which subjects girls
can study are not always uniformly
applied across the country, the
BBC reported.

‘N-WEAPONS WITHOUT COHESION’

Pakistan one of the most 
dangerous nations: Biden 

West has expressed 
concern over the safety

and security of Pakistan’s
nuclear weapons. Many in
the West are worried that

Pakistan’s nuclear
weapons could fall into

the hands of terrorists or
jihadi elements

And the truth of the
matter is — I
genuinely believe this
— that the world is

looking to us. Not a joke.
Even our enemies are looking
to us to figure out how we
figure this out, what we do
JOE BIDEN | PRESIDENT, US

Pak ‘surprised’ at 
Biden’s remarks
Islamabad: Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Saturday said
Pakistan is “surprised” by the remarks
of US President Joe Biden’s on the coun-
try’s nuclear assets and summoned
America’s Ambassador Donald Blome
for an official demarche. Rejecting
Biden’s comments, Pakistan Foreign
Minister Bilawal at a press conference
here said that Pakistan was following
the global standards. “As far as the
safety and security of Pakistan's
nuclear assets are concerned, we meet
all, each and every international stan-
dard in accordance with the
International Atomic Energy Agency ,”
he said.  Bilawal said he discussed the
issue of Biden’s statement with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and “we have
summoned the Ambassador of the
United States to Pakistan Donald Blome
to the Foreign Office of Pakistan for an
official demarche”. “I am surprised by
the remarks of President Biden. I
believe this is exactly the sort of misun-
derstanding that is created when there
is a lack of engagement,” Bilawal said.

AGAINST DISSENT: Iranian residents in Chile leave red handprint marks, symbolizing blood, on the wall of Iran’s
embassy during a protest against the death of Iranian Mahsa Amini in Santiago, Chile PTI PHOTO

FRESH ATROCITIES

REUTERS

London, Oct 15: Britain’s new fi-
nance minister Jeremy Hunt said
Saturday some taxes would go up and
tough spending decisions were
needed, signalling further rever-
sals from Prime Minister Liz Truss
as she battles to keep her job just over
a month into her term.

In an attempt to appease financial
markets that have been in turmoil
for three weeks, Truss fired Kwasi
Kwarteng as her chancellor of  the
exchequer Friday and scrapped
parts of  their controversial eco-
nomic package. 

With opinion poll ratings dire for
both the ruling Conservative Party
and the prime minister personally,
and many of  her own lawmakers ask-
ing, not if, but how Truss should
be removed, she has turned to Hunt
to help salvage her premiership less
than 40 days after taking office.

“We will have some very difficult
decisions ahead,” Hunt said as he
toured TV and radio studios to give
a blunt assessment of  the situation
the country faced, saying Truss and

Kwarteng had made mistakes.
“The thing that people want, the

markets want, the country needs now,
is stability,” Hunt said. “No chancel-
lor can control the markets. But what
I can do is show that we can pay for
our tax and spending plans and that
is going to need some very difficult de-
cisions on both spending and tax.”

Truss won the leadership contest
to replace Boris Johnson on a plat-
form of  big tax cuts to stimulate
growth, which Kwarteng duly an-
nounced last month. The appoint-
ment of  Hunt, who ran to be leader
himself  and then backed her main
rival ex-finance minister Rishi Sunak,
has been seen as a sign of  her reach-
ing out, but the move did little to
placate some of  her party critics.

TRUSS FIGHTS FOR HER JOB

New UK finance minister
warns of tough decisions

There were some
mistakes made in the
last few weeks. That’s
why I’m sitting here.

It was a mistake to cut the
top rate of tax at a period
when we’re asking everyone
to make sacrifices
JEREMY HUNT | FINANCE MINISTER, UK

The fact that Hunt is
Britain’s fourth finance

minister in four months is
testament to a political
crisis that has gripped

Britain since Johnson was
ousted following a series

of scandals

AGENCIES

Amasra, Oct 15: The death toll
from a coal mine explosion in
northern Turkey rose to at least
41 people Saturday, officials said. 

Desperate relatives had waited
all night in the cold outside the
state -owned TTK Amasra
Muessese Mudurlugu mine in the
town of  Amasra, in the Black Sea
coastal province of  Bartin, hop-
ing for news. There were 110 min-
ers working in the shaft when the
explosion occurred Friday evening.

Interior Minister Suleyman
Soylu said Saturday that 41 min-
ers were confirmed dead. Eleven
were injured and hospitalised,
while 58 others managed to get
out of  the mine on their own or
were rescued unharmed. The

status of  one remaining miner
was unclear. 

Energy Minister Fatih Donmez
said rescue efforts were almost
complete. Earlier he had said that
a fire was still burning in the
mine’s gallery where more than
a dozen miners had been trapped.
Work to isolate and cool the fire
continued, he said. 

Preliminary assessments in-

dicated that the explosion was
likely caused by firedamp, which
is a reference to flammable gases
found in coal mines, Donmez said
overnight.

Ambulances were on standby at
the site. Rescue teams were dis-
patched to the area, including
from neighbouring provinces,
Turkey’s disaster management
agency, AFAD, said.

Turkish mine explosion claims 41
Turkey’s president Tayyip Erdogan visited the site and offered his condolences
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The impact of a global
recession, which is

increasingly being feared by the
International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank, is unlikely
to be as pronounced in India as
compared to other countries
DINESH KHARA | 
CHAIRMAN, STATE BANK OF INDIA

Lok Sabha member Karti Chidambaram has asked
chartered accountants’ apex body ICAI to review
the financials of edtech firm Byju’s. In a letter to
ICAI President Debashis Mitra, the Parliamentarian
said there are various red flags in the company’s
financials for 2020-21 period

REVIEW FINANCIALS OF BYJU’S: LS MEMBER
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As market
regulators, we
cannot

overlook the
challenges that
market power and
business practices of
gatekeeper platforms pose to other
market participants -- those who are
competing with them and, more so,
those who deal with them (and rely
upon them)

ASHOK KUMAR GUPTA | CHIEF, COMPETITION

COMMISSION

of the
day uote 

We remain
excited about
the proactive

conversations we are
having with our
customers and see
increased traction in
the cloud and analytics space.  

SUDHIR CHATURVEDI | PRESIDENT (SALES AND

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER), LTI

During the
quarter FMCG
and staples

segment of the
business has
performed better
than the general
merchandise and apparel segments

NEVILLE NORONHA | CEO & MD, AVENUE

SUPERMARTS

HDFC Bank posts
22.30% jump in Q2
Mumbai: HDFC Bank Saturday
reported a 22.30 per cent jump
in its consolidated net profit
for the September quarter at
`11,125.21 crore. The city-
headquartered lender had
reported a consolidated net
profit of `9,096.19 crore in the
year-ago period. On a
standalone basis, the largest
private sector bank's net profit
rose by over 20 per cent to
`10,605.78 crore as against
`8,834.31 crore in the year-ago
period and `9,196 crore in the
preceding June quarter. For the
reporting quarter, its total
income rose to `46,182 crore
from `38,754 crore in the year-
ago period, while the
expenditure, excluding
provisions and contingencies,
climbed to `28,790 crore from
`22,947 crore, the bank said.
The overall share of gross non-
performing assets improved to
1.23 per cent of the book as
against 1.35 per cent in the
year-ago period and 1.28 per
cent three months ago.

PM to launch urea
bags under ‘Bharat’
New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will launch
subsidised urea bags under a
single brand ‘Bharat’ as part of
the ‘One Nation, One Fertiliser]
scheme and inaugurate 600 PM
Kisan Samruddhi Kendras at a
two-day event starting October
17 in the national capital. At the
event to be held at Mela
ground in Pusa complex, Modi
will also electronically transfer
`16,000 crores to the bank
accounts of over 8.5 crore
farmers as part of the PM-
KISAN scheme, aimed at
providing direct support of
`6,000 annually to them. The
PM will also unveil an
international weekly fertiliser
e-magazine called ‘Indian Edge’
and inaugurate an agri-startup
conclave and exhibition at the
event ‘PM Kisan Samman
Sammelan 2022’ organised
jointly by Agriculture and
Fertilser Ministries.

Power demand set
to double by 2030 
New Delhi: India’s power
demand is set to double by
2030, which will require
capacity addition and this will
entail huge capital investment,
Minister for Power RK Singh
said. He also noted that to
achieve energy transition
towards green hydrogen,
distribution companies or
DISCOMS across the country
will have to follow prudent and
sustainable financial practices
to ensure that they are viable.
He also sought states’
cooperation to achieve the
investment target of ̀ 50 lakh
crore in the power sector against
the backdrop of estimates of
doubling of electricity demand 
in the next decade. 

SHORT TAKES
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Bangalore, Oct 15: Poor career
growth and not ‘bad bosses’ is
the top reason for employees’ job
switch, according to a survey. 

Bosses who focus more on work-
life balance are preferred by em-
ployees, it said. 

The survey was conducted by
Naukri.Com to understand the
relationship between Indian em-

ployees and their managers, the
job site said in a statement
Saturday. World Boss Day is cel-
ebrated October 16. 

The job site said the survey
was conducted with over 4,600
employees across the sectors and
experience levels, wherein 37 per
cent of  the total respondents were
professionals with over 12 years
of  work experience. 

The survey found that the op-

portunity to grow within an or-
ganisation is what makes pro-
fessionals stay in their current or-
ganisations. 

The majority of  respondents
(41 per cent) mentioned poor ca-
reer growth as the key reason for
leaving their last organisations,
followed by bad work culture and
company policies (34 per cent).  

Interestingly, only 33 per cent
mentioned that they left their
last organisation due to bad bosses.

Over 31 per cent of  employees
prefer managers who motivate
them to perform better and give
timely feedback.  

Indian managers usually fol-
low one-way communication
channels (from managers to sub-
ordinates), as mentioned by 36
per cent of  employees who took

the survey.  
As per the employee survey,

male leaders are considered to
be adaptive in nature when em-
ployees were asked to vote for
them on various attributes.  

“Apart from this, being ap-
proachable and open-minded
are the other key traits that
make males ideal bosses,” said
the job site. 

In this context, when it en-
quired about what attributes make
female employees good bosses,
respondents said that they are
better at promoting work-life bal-
ance and showing respectful be-
haviours to their subordinates.

WORLD BOSS DAY

‘Bad bosses’ not top reason for employees’ job switch: Survey
A MAJORITY OF EMPLOYEES PREFER 

BOSSES WHO FOCUS ON MAINTAINING 
A WORK-LIFE BALANCE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Oct 15: The Indian
economy will stay on course de-
spite global headwinds and is pro-
jected to grow at seven per cent in
fiscal 2022-23, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has said, at-
tributing this to the conducive do-
mestic policy environment and
focus on key structural reforms.

Sitharaman’s remarks came dur-
ing her intervention at the plenary
session of  the international
Monetary Finance Committee
(IMFC) Friday.  

“Despite global headwinds, the
Indian economy will stay on course
and is projected to grow at seven per
cent in FY 2022-23. This is an out-
come of  the conducive domestic
policy environment and the gov-
ernment’s focus on key structural
reforms to boost growth,” she said.

She told members of  the IMFC that
the Indian Government has taken ini-
tiatives to protect growth while pur-
suing inflation management. 

The government has ensured
the availability of  free food grains
to more than 800 million vulnera-
ble families for the past 25 months,

through the country’s massive pub-
lic distribution network, she said.

Last-mile delivery of  financial
services to the poor has been a key
priority of  the government and
this has been aided by India’s dig-
ital public good infrastructure. 

“Today, India is leading the world
in terms of  digital payments in-
novations with our transaction
cost being the lowest in the world,”
Sitharaman said.

Of  the view that the IMF needs
to increase resources available for
emerging and low-income coun-
tries to safeguard the global fi-
nancial system, Sitharaman un-
derscored that concluding the 16th
General Review of  Quotas (GRQ)
by December 15th, 2023 is vital for
increasing the voting rights of
emerging market economies
(EMES) in line with their relative
positions in the world economy.

India’s quota in the IMF, which
determines voting shares in the
multi-lateral lending agency, is 2.75
per cent. China’s quota is 6.4 per cent
and that of  the US is 17.43 per cent.

A general review allows the IMF
to assess the adequacy of  quotas in
relation to both the members’ bal-

ance of  pay-
ments in financing
needs and the Fund's ability to help
meet those needs. She said India’s
National Statistical Organisation
(NSO) has now placed the GDP
growth for Q1 of  the current fi-
nancial year 2022-23 at 13.5 per cent
on a year-on-year basis – the high-
est among the large economies.

Sitharaman said this was
achieved despite the fact that India
started the monetary normalisation
process quite early: surplus liq-
uidity is being absorbed with the
Standing Deposit Facility insti-
tuted in April 2022 and interest
rate hikes from May this year.

The government, she noted, is on
a consolidation path and has bud-
geted to prune the GFD-GDP ratio
to 6.4 per cent from 6.7 per cent in
2021-22 and 9.2 per cent in 2020-21.

Observing that a key downside
risk to global recovery is the ex-
acerbated debt distress in many
low-income countries, Sitharaman
said it is therefore important that
the IMF provides the necessary
support to deal with the balance of
payments-related vulnerabilities.

As such she welcomed IMF’s re-

cent initiative of  a new food shock
window to help countries address
food insecurity. On climate change,
she emphasised the importance of
a multilateral approach with the
principles of  equity and common
but differentiated responsibilities
and respective capabilities. 

India has set out an ambitious
climate action path through its up-
dated Nationally Determined
Contributions that demonstrates
India’s commitment at the highest
level to decoupling economic growth
from greenhouse gas emissions.
“Transfer of  climate finance and
low-cost climate technologies from
developed to developing countries
has assumed critical significance,”
Sitharaman said.

Economy will stay on course: FM  
DESPITE GLOBAL HEADWINDS

The IMFC meet is being
held at a juncture when

the global economic 
outlook is clouded by key

downside risks growth
slowdown in major

economies, cross-border
effects due to the ongoing

geopolitical situation,
inflationary pressures led

by escalating food and
energy prices that have

adversely impacted 
vulnerable economies

In
a world of

uncertainties,
India is one of the
very few standout

performers
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN |

FINANCE MINISTER

n Indian economy is projected to grow at 7% in FY23

n India’s Q1 growth highest among large economies

n The country’s quota in the IMF is 2.75 per cent

Rising $ behind 
dip in forex kitty
The decline in India’s foreign

exchange reserves is largely
due to the valuation changes
arising from an appreciating US
dollar, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said. “India’s
foreign exchange reserves at
$537.5 billion as September 23,
2022, compare favourably with
most peer economies. Two-thirds
of the decline in reserves is due to
valuation changes arising from an
appreciating US dollar and higher
US bond yields,” Sitharaman said.
Indeed, there has been an
accretion of $4.6 billion to the forex
reserves in Q1:2022-23 on a balance
of payments (BoP) basis. Other
external indicators like net
international investment position
and short-term debt also indicate
lower vulnerability, she said. In
fact, India’s external debt to GDP
ratio is the lowest among major
emerging market economies
(EMEs), she added. India’s forex
reserves dropped by $4.854 billion
to $532.664 billion as September 30,
according to the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI).

Tax on windfall profit 
on crude oil, export of 
diesel and ATF hiked 

2nd half-yearly TOLIC review
meet organised by UCO Bank
Balasore: The second
half-yearly review
meeting of Town
Official Language
(Hindi)
Implementation
Committee, Balasore
was held October 12
precided by Debabrata
Mohanty, Deputy General Manager and  Zonal Head, UCO Bank, Zonal
Office, Balasore. In-charge of Regional Implementation Office, East,
Nirmal Kumar Dubey was present as the chief guest. The winners of the
competitions organised by Town Official Language Implementation
Committee (TOLIC) were awarded with memento and certificates of
commendation. About 40 officials from 28 government offices of the
city registered their presence in this meeting. The programme was
coordinated by Raju Ranjan, Manager (OL).

12% wage hike for
employees of PSU
general insurers
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 15: The Finance
Ministry has notified an average 12
per cent wage hike for employees
of  four public sector general in-
surance companies effective from
August 2017.

“This Scheme may be called the
General Insurance (Rationalisation
of  Pay Scales and other Conditions
of  Service of  Officers) Amendment
Scheme, 2022,” a gazette notifica-
tion dated October 14, 2022 said.

This wage revision is effective
from August 1, 2017 and applicable
to those who were in the service of
these companies, it said, adding
that officers and employees will
get arrears for five years.

The next revision due from
August 2022 will be in the form of
a variable pay based on the per-
formance of  the company and the
employee, it added. Unions are not
happy with imposition of  pay linked
to performance of  the company
and their performance.

“We are having strong reserva-
tions against the way the wage re-
vision has been done after the wait
of  64 months. Linking wages with
performance seems to be illogical
as we employees undertake so
many government schemes,”
General Insurance Employees’ All
India Association (GIEAIA) general
secretary Trilok Singh said.

There is no level playing field for
public sector insurance compa-
nies, he said, adding, employees
of  state-owned insurance firms
make all the government schemes
successful and not the private sec-
tor. Data year after year indicates
that the private sector has been
laggard, he added.

Singh emphasised that unions
are not against reforms but it should
be done keeping in mind the pub-
lic sector nature of  these companies.

Last year, the government noti-
fied the General Insurance Business
(Nationalisation) Amendment Act
which will allow the government
to cut its stake in state-owned gen-
eral insurers to below 51 per cent.

With the 12 per cent hike along
with five years of  arrears, wage
bill for New India Assurance,
National Insurance, Oriental
Insurance and United India
Insurance would be around Rs
8,000 crore, an official source said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Oct 15: The govern-
ment Saturday hiked windfall tax
on domestically produced crude
oil by more than a third while dou-
bling the rate on export of  diesel
and re-introducing the levy on
overseas shipment of  jet fuel (ATF)
in line with rise in international oil
prices.

The tax on crude oil produced by
firms such as state-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)
was increased to Rs 11,000 per tonne
beginning October 16 from Rs 8,000,
a government notification showed.

In the fortnightly revision of
windfall tax, the government dou-
bled the rate on export of  diesel to
Rs 12 per litre from Rs 5 a litre.
The levy on jet fuel, which was
brought down to nil at the begin-
ning of  this month, was re-intro-
duced at Rs 3.50 a litre.

The levy on diesel includes Rs 1.50
per litre road infrastructure cess
(RIC), the notification showed. This
follows the rise in international
oil prices. 

When the levy was first intro-
duced, a windfall tax on export of
petrol alongside diesel and ATF
too was levied. But the tax on petrol
was scrapped in subsequent fort-
nightly reviews.

While the windfall profit tax is
calculated by taking away any price
that producers are getting above a
threshold, the levy on fuel exports
is based on cracks or margins that
refiners earn on overseas ship-
ments. These margins are prima-
rily a difference of  international
oil price realised and the cost.

The international price of  petrol,
which was used as reference for the
levy of  windfall tax on exports,
was $148.82 per barrel in June but
has since declined to $91.37 this
month. It had averaged $93.78 a

barrel in September.
In contrast, the international

price of  diesel has firmed up to
$133.35 per barrel in October from
$123.36 in the previous month. The
rate was $170.92 per barrel in June.

International oil prices have
fallen to pre-Ukraine war levels
last month but have risen this
month as producers cartel OPEC
and its allies cut production.

India first imposed windfall
profit taxes July 1, joining a grow-
ing number of  nations that tax
super normal profits of  energy
companies. At that time, export
duties of  Rs 6 per litre ($12 per bar-
rel) each were levied on petrol and
aviation turbine fuel and Rs 13 a litre
($26 a barrel) on diesel. A Rs 23,250
per tonne ($40 per barrel) wind-
fall profit tax on domestic crude pro-
duction was also levied. 

The duties were partially ad-
justed in the previous rounds July
20, August 2, August 19, September
1, September 16, and October 1.
The adjustments, while still ad hoc,
highlight the producer oil price
cap of  around $75 per barrel and
profitability of  $20-22 a barrel.

BIZ BUZZ

Union Bank of India holds
intra-school quiz competition 
Bhubaneswar:
Union Bank of India
has organised
intra-school quiz
competition named
as ‘U-Genius’. More
than 100 schools
participated in the
event out of which
two teams will be selected from Odisha, who will be competing with
other students from Pan-India at Mumbai. In that level, three teams will
be selected and will be awarded suitably. Sarvesh Ranjan, Field General
Manager, Union Bank of India, Regional heads of Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar regions were present on this occasion. 

REUTERS

New Delhi, Oct 15: India has al-
lowed export-oriented units and
the fir ms set  up in Special
Economic Zones to export flour
made from imported wheat, a gov-
ernment order said Friday, con-
ceding to the demands of  food
processors to allow shipments of
value-added products.

India will allow food processors
to import duty-free wheat against
a commitment to export flour, the
order said.

After a sudden rise in tempera-

tures in mid-March shrivelled the
wheat crop, India, the world's sec-
ond-biggest producer of  the grain,
banned overseas sales of  the staple
to secure supplies for its 1.4 bil-
lion people. 

Wheat exports from India,
also the world’s second biggest
consumer of  the staple, surged
a f t e r  Ru s s i a ’s  i nva s i o n  o f
Ukraine hit supplies from the
Black Sea region, resulting in a
jump in global prices.

After banning wheat exports in
May, the government of  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi restricted
wheat flour exports in August to

keep a lid on local prices. 
The ban on wheat exports boosted

demand for Indian wheat flour and
the country’s flour exports jumped
200% during April-July 2022 from
a year earlier, lifting prices in the
local market.

Close on the heels of  the ban on
overseas sales of  wheat, India re-
stricted rice exports as scant rains
in the east affected planting of  the
most water-thirsty crop. 

India’s protectionist measures
have stoked fears of  food short-
ages in some of  the world’s most
needy and vulnerable countries
in Asia and Africa.

India allows exports of wheat 
flour made from imported grain
WHEAT EXPORTS
FROM INDIA, ALSO
THE WORLD’S SECOND
BIGGEST CONSUMER
OF THE STAPLE,
SURGED AFTER
RUSSIA’S INVASION 
OF UKRAINE HIT 
SUPPLIES FROM THE
BLACK SEA REGION,
RESULTING IN A JUMP
IN GLOBAL PRICES

THE BASKET OF CRUDE OIL THAT
INDIA IMPORTS HAS RISEN TO

$92.91 PER BARREL IN OCTOBER
FROM AN AVERAGE OF $90.71 

IN SEPT

THE BASKET HAD AVERAGED
$116.01 IN JUNE WHICH WAS USED

AS A BASE TO INTRODUCE THE
LEVY FOR THE FIRST 
TIME FROM JULY 1
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sylhet, Oct 15: India maintained
their dominance in the Women’s
Asia Cup with an eight-wicket dem-
olition of  a self-destructing Sri
Lanka in the final here Saturday
for their seventh title in eight edi-
tions.

Sri Lanka, who were playing
their first tournament final in 14
years, imploded after opting to bat
on a slow and turning pitch. They
could only manage 65/9 which
India knocked off  in 8.3 overs.
Smriti Mandhana struck a sub-
lime half  century (51 n o, 25b, 6x4
3x6).

It was a procession after Sri
Lankan skipper Chamari
Athapaththu got run out in the
third over following a mix up with
Anushka Sanjeewani who too got
run out six balls later.

Renuka Singh Thakur (3/5), who
has been in top form since the
Commonwealth Games in August,
sent back Hasini Perera on the
very first ball she faced. The left-
hander checked her shot only to be

caught at cover, leaving Sri Lanka
at 9/4.

The Sri Lankans were in dire
need of  a partnership but Kavisha
Dilhari’s fall made it 16/5 as she was
bowled while trying to play an in-
coming delivery from Renuka
across the line.

Rajeshwari Gayakwad (2/16) got
her first wicket after Nilakshi de
Silva played on to her stumps while
trying to cut a ball close to her
body. At 32/8, being bowled out for
a sub-50 total was very much on the
cards, but Ranaweera saved them
from that ignominy with an un-
beaten 18 off  22 balls.

The Indians bowled with disci-
pline but poor shot selection con-
tributed more to Sri Lanka’s steep
slide. After a memorable win over
Pakistan in the semifinals, it seemed
the occasion got the better of  Sri
Lanka.

India lost Shafali Verma and
Jemimah Rodrigues cheaply in the
run chase. However, both the bat-
ters did well in the tournament, with
Shafali getting back to form and
Jemimah making a successful

comeback from injury.
The elegant Mandhana played

some exquisite strokes on way to
completing the formality along-
side skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
(11 n o). Smriti, fittingly, she sealed
the win with a maximum off  Oshadi
Ranasinghe.

The win is a shot in the arm for
India’s preparations for the T20
World Cup next year. They were able
to test players for different roles dur-
ing the competition, though that also
contributed to their only loss in
the tournament, against Pakistan
in the league stage.

The Indians took a lap of  the
Sylhet International Cricket
Stadium and, in a fine gesture, got
clicked with the entire groundstaff
after their triumph, which was
witnessed by a sizeable turnout.

BRIEF SCORES
Sri Lanka Women 65/9 (Inoka

Ranaweera 18 n o; Renuka Singh
Thakur 3/5, Sneh Rana 2/13,
Rajeshwari Gayakwad 2/16) lost
to India Women 71/2 in 8.3 overs
(Smriti Mandhana 51 n o; Inoka
Ranaweera 1/17) by 8 wickets. 

INDIA ROMP TO SEVENTH WOMEN’S ASIA CUP TITLE WITH EASY WIN OVER SRI LANKA IN THE FINAL

RENUKA SINGH THAKUR (PLAYER OF THE MATCH): Very happy
because the last few games I didn’t bowl well. I practiced with my coach and
the staff and they really helped me get back my rhythm. Just focussed on my
basics and got success. My whole team supported me really well and credit
should go to my captain, coach and the staff 

DEEPTI SHARMA (PLAYER OF THE SERIES): Really happy with the way
we performed as unit from the first game till today. We executed what was
discussed in the meeting. I just back my strengths and those things helped me
a lot in this tournament. The wickets were slow and before this tournament, I
worked a lot on my batting and those sessions really helped me. This win
gives us a lot of confidence going into the upcoming series as well

HARMANPREET KAUR, INDIA
About bowling: We should credit our bowlers.
Our fielding unit was good from ball one and
we discussed that we should not give away
easy runs. You have to read the wicket and
accordingly place the fielders in right positions 

About chase: We read the wicket well and
positioned fielders accordingly. We were not
looking at the scoreboard but only decided our
five-over targets. We never thought about
what is the total on the board and batted
accordingly CA
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ES CHAMARI ATHAPATHTHU, SRI LANKA

Team performance: Tough day as a team, not a good
batting display in the finals and I’m really upset today.
Next we have T20 World Cup and we learned a lot of
things in this tournament and as a batting unit, we
have to stick with our plans. I’m really happy with my
bowling unit

Showing confidence: We have a couple of young
players and hope they continue their performances as
a batting unit. We do not have a lot of experienced
players, but they are good players and think they will
play a lot of cricket in the future 

OTHER REACTIONS

Off-the-field talks
during Indo-Pak tie
BABAR AZAM: We don’t even talk
about cricket. Rohit bhai is elder
than me. I try to learn about the
game from him. He has achieved
a lot and I try to pick whatever I
can from him

ROHIT SHARMA: Babar is
absolutely right. We understand
the importance of the game but
there is no point talking about it
and creating that pressure within
yourself. Whenever we meet, we
ask about each other’s families. I
have met all his teammates. Even
our former players told us what all
they talk. It is usually about ‘how
their families are, how their life is,
what new car they have bought or
going to buy’. It is mainly that

ICC T20 WORLD CUP CORNER

ROHIT SHARMA (India): Injuries are
part and parcel of the sport. If you
play so many matches, injuries will
happen. Our focus in the last one
year has been on increasing our
bench strength. There is no point
being disappointed about it. What
needs to be done is the important
thing. It was a conscious effort to
come here (Australia) early. We will
be fully prepared before the first
game (against Pakistan October
23). There is no last minute
decisions to be made. All the
concerned players have been
informed in advance

SKIPPERS’ DAY OUT
Australia captain Aaron Finch takes a groufie with other skippers of participating teams, including Rohit Sharma, 
during a photo shoot session for the ICC T20 World Cup, Saturday

TEMBA BAVUMA (South
Africa): I think it’s not all
doom and gloom for us.
We’re excited. We’re looking
forward to this tournament
and how far we can go. To be
honest, the guys are in good
spirits. Probably not a lot of
expectation around us as a
team again. So I guess for us
we’ll be flying under the
radar every day, doing the
best that we can and
preparing as well as we can
for all the games and enjoy
the journey, as well

KANE WILLIAMSON (New
Zealand): We don’t really have a
choice in what people call us, but
for us we came here and try and
focus on the cricket that we want
to play and address what’s in
front of us. Everybody has
different tags and rankings that
go up and down throughout the
year, and I suppose they end up
with different names. But you
come here in tournament sport
on any day, anything can happen,
especially looking across all
these teams with match-winners
throughout

AARON FINCH (Australia): You go
into a World Cup knowing that the
makeup of your 15 men is really
important. It’s not just 11 players that
win you a World Cup, it’s the
contribution of all around. I feel as
though we’ve got a really well
balanced side. We’ve got some match
winners all throughout the batting
lineup and with the ball, as well. It’s
important that everyone within the
squad knows their roles and what role
they’re most likely to play throughout
the tournament, and we can tweak
things here and there, but there’s a
really good feeling in the squadCA
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Renuka
Singh Thakur

Smriti
Mandhana

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Manchester, Oct 15: Pep Guardiola
is convinced that midtable Liverpool
remains Manchester City’s biggest
threat in the Premier League this
season ahead of  their game at
Anfield Sunday. 

The City manager has warned
his players they face defeat if  they
are as “soft” as they have been in
recent encounters with their rival. 

Second-placed City sit 13 points
ahead of  Liverpool, with Jurgen
Klopp conceding his team is not in
contention for the title after its
early-season struggles.  But
Guardiola insists last season’s run-
ner-up is still the main challenger
to defending champion City. 

“Always has been, always it is and
always will be," Guardiola said
Friday. “I know the quality they
have, they know the quality we
have. So if  I was asked this ques-
tion with five or 10 games left, I
will say I think Liverpool cannot
catch the top of  the league — in that
case Arsenal. But being in the po-
sition that we are, with the World
Cup, everything can still happen.”

Guardiola has only managed
one win at Anfield since taking
charge of  City in 2016 — a 4-1 vic-
tory in 2021 with no fans allowed
because of  COVID-19 restrictions.
But Guardiola dismissed sugges-
tions that Anfield, and its famously
intense atmosphere, has been a
significant factor in his struggles
to win there. 

“Of  course the crowd is involved
in every stadium, but basically be-
cause they have a good team,” he
said. “It is one (of) the biggest ones
(for atmosphere), the nicest ones,
and it’s a joy to be there. But as I
said before it is a football game,
it’s Liverpool and what is important
is the quality that they have.”

Liverpool beat City 3-1 in the
Community Shield in August and
also won 3-2 in last season’s FA
Cup semifinals. “Maybe in the last
two games we were a little bit soft
for different circumstances,”
Guardiola said. 

“You have to win duels. When

they push you, you have to push.
When they are there, you have to
be there. The semifinals of  the FA
Cup, it was tough to recover the in-
credible effort we had done in
Champions League.  In the
Community Shield, still we were not
ready. They were in one pace higher
than us and without that, against
that team, you cannot compete.”

Meanwhile, Klopp says Liverpool
cannot afford to concentrate too
much on City striker Erling
Haaland, who has scored 20 goals
already this season. “Like always
when you play against the best
striker in the world, you have to
make sure he doesn’t get that many
balls,” Klopp said. 

“But against City the problem is
if  you close Haaland down with
too many players, then you open up
gaps for all the other world-class
players, so that will not make life
easier.”

Liverpool still City’s 
biggest threat: Pep

Contract extension

MANCHESTER: England midfielder
Phil Foden has signed a contract
extension with Manchester City
to 2027. Foden’s previous deal
was to expire in 2024 but the
Premier League champion moved
Friday to secure their home-
grown talent for longer. He is the
star graduate of City’s celebrated
academy, which has become one
of the most successful in world
football. The 22-year-old Foden
has become a key player under
City manager Pep Guardiola and
played his part in four title-
winning campaigns, collecting 11
trophies in total. “He’s made me
10 times the player I was,” Foden
said. “He’s improved all aspects
of my game and I’m just thankful
to have him here and I’m enjoying
my football with him.”

Jurgen Klopp (L) looks at Pep Guardiola during a Liverpool-Man City match

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneshwar, October 15:
Sabita Toppo, a 17-year-old 100m
sprint hurdler from Odisha, se-
cured a silver medal at the Asian
Youth Athletics Championship in
Kuwait with a timing of  14.17 sec-
onds. The achievement came fol-
lowing the gold that she won in
100m hurdles at the National Youth
(U-18) Athletics meet in Bhopal.

Sabita,  who hails  from
Sundargarh and the youngest of  six
siblings, joined the Odisha Reliance
foundation HPC in 2019. Since then,
she has been working hard to im-
prove which reflected in her per-
formance.

Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik
congratulated Sabita on Twitter.

“Congratulate Odisha athlete,
Sabita Toppo on clinching Silver
medal in 100 mtr hurdles with a tim-
ing of  14.17s at the 4th Asian Youth
Athletics Championships in Kuwait.
May she continue to bring glory for
the State & the nation. Wish her all
the best for future endeavours,”
read the post.

Sabita was also delighted with
her show. “I feel so happy win-
ning this medal. There is a lot of
hardwork and I would like to thank
the Chief  Minister Sir for his
kind words, the support from the
Odisha government and Odisha
Reliance Foundation HPC and I am
looking forward to improving my
timing at every race and work-
ing with my coaches,” said the
Sundargarh girl.

Sabita Toppo bags silver 
at Asian Youth Athletics 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Oct 15: Mumbai City
FC notched up a 2-0 win over Odisha
FC in a tightly contested affair in
the Indian Super League (ISL) here
Saturday. A Shubham Sarangi own
goal and a 94th-minute Bipin Singh
strike were enough to secure all
three points for the Islanders.

In a lacklustre first half, neither
side posed a threat in the opposi-
tion’s penalty area. Both defences
were alert to mop up the loose balls
but it was the inability of  players
to find the decisive pass as well as
the failure to apply the final touch
that kept this game goalless at the
midway point.

After a goalless first half, the
Islanders broke the deadlock five
minutes into the second half  cour-
tesy of  an own goal. Lallianzuala
Chhangte was found on the right
flank by Ahmed Jahouh. Chhangte
unleashed a shot on target after
a quick exchange with Greg
Stewart. Amrinder Singh saved the
effort with his foot but the ball
hit defender Sarangi and rolled
into the goal.

In the 72nd minute, Diego Mauricio
went down in the box, under pres-
sure from Stewart. Appeals for a
penalty were in vain as the referee
only awarded a goal kick.

In the last action of  the game,
Mumbai City probed forward to-
wards a scattered Odisha defence.
Stewart unselfishly passed the ball
to Bipin who smashed the ball past
Amrinder to score his 15th league
goal for the club with the last kick
of  the game.

Odisha FC go
down against
Mumbai City
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