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POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Nov 19: Two days after
12 students were rusticated from a
government-run college in Ganjam
on charges of ragging a girl stu-
dent, another such incident has al-
legedly taken place at Khallikote
Higher Secondary School here
Saturday. The Plus II first-year girl
student Saturday lodged a written
complaint with the school’s princi-
pal alleging ragging by Plus II sec-
ond year boys.

The complainant alleged that
girl students are being humiliated
by the boys frequently. She also
sought exemplary punishment
against the accused students.

When asked, Khallikote Higher
Secondary School principal
Radhakanta Nayak said that he
had received an oral compliant re-
garding ragging from the girl six
days ago and she lodged a written
complaint Saturday.

In the complaint, the girl alleged
that some Plus IT second-year stu-
dents are not allowing her to study

}in the classroom by creating dis-

Covid norms withdrawn

Bhubaneswar: With improvement
in Covid-19 situation, the state
government Saturday withdrew all
Covid-19 related restrictions and
penalties imposed on gatherings,
wearing masks, spitting and others
in 2020. “In view of substantial
decline in Covid-19 cases over the
past several months, the Govt after
careful consideration has been
pleased to repeal the Odisha
Covid-19 Regulations, 2020 as
amended from time to time ,” said
a Health department notification.
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We don't need to walk thousands of
kilometres to connect with people.
We have social media
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New Delhi, Nov 19: Aftab
Ameen Poonawalla was in are-
lationship with Shraddha Walkar
since 2018 but he strangled her
after afight between them May
18. He then chopped her body into
several pieces and disposed of the
parts in various locations be-
fore being arrested six months
after the crime.

The duo had been in a live-
in relationship since 2019 and
had moved to Delhi May 8.
They stayed in a hotel in
Paharganj for seven days and
then shifted to a rented house
May 15, just three days before
}Shraddha was murdered.

Investigators claimed that in
such ‘crimes of passion’, the

=iy Actor Kriti Sanon opens up about the
' criticism of the teaser of her upcoming
movie Adipurush

mA f' rst-year girl student of
Khallikote Higher
Secondary School alleged
that some 2nd-year boys
have been humiliating her
and her friends frequently

B She also sought exemplary
punishment against the
students harassing them

turbances. The principal said that
he has forwarded the complaint
to the anti-ragging committee of the
school to conduct necessary in-
quiry into the matter.

Action will be taken as per the
recommendation of the committee,
he added. For the last two months
girl students have been alleging
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No end to ragging

Despite directions from Supreme Court and UGC, the incidents of ragging continue
unabated in state, largely due to lack of proper compliance of guidelines

HERE NOW

riSSa

KIM’S NUCLEAR NARRATIVE

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un pledges to counter
nuclear threats by United States with
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MANIKA SCRIPTS HISTORY

Manika Batra becomes the first Indian paddler to
win a medal in the ITTF-ATTU Asian Cup
winning her bronze play-off tie
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that they had been subject to mis-
behaviour from their male coun-
terparts on the school premises.
Six days ago, some students had
busted crackers and had shown
obscene gestures towards a lady
guest lecturer, he added.
“Despite Supreme Court’s di-
rection for constitution of anti-
ragging committees, squads, anti-
ragging cells and adequate publicity
for these measures through vari-

ous media, the incidents of such
spiteful incidents continue un-
abated,” said an intellectual.
The apex court had also or-
dered for a clear mention of anti-
ragging warning in the institu-
tion's prospectus and information

booklets/brochures.

In pursuance to the Judgement of
the Supreme Court dated 08.05.2009
in Civil Appeal No. gg7/2009, in exercise
of the powers conferred by clause (g)
of sub-section (1") of section 26 of the
University Grants Commission Act,
1956, the UGC has notified "Regulations
on Curbing the Menace of Ragging in
Higher Educational Institutions, 2009,
said sources.

PNN/AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 19: The
Economic Offences Wing (EOW) of
Odisha police has frozen an amount
of ¥1.45 crore of one of the accused
in illegal digital loan app scam.
The money is lying in the ac-
counts of accused Nitin Malik.
Good Start Business Private Limited
and Right Start Business Pvt Ltd

of which Nitin is the director are
not registered as Non-Banking
Financial Companies (NBFCs) with
RBI, a police official said Saturday.

The companies are illegally op-
erating as digital lenders. It is sus-
pected that Nitin isa part of an in-
ternational gang, which runs at
least 10 such illegal loan apps, the
police official said.

The main objective of said com-

ROW OVER SATYENDAR’S
‘MASSAGE’ IN TIHAR JAIL

legally leaking CCTV footage.

Sisodia, who is currently in charge of
the Prison department that was earlier held
by Jain, alleged his colleague has been
framed in false case and that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is resorting to such "the-
atrics" as it is "losing the MCD and Gujarat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 19: The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) Saturday drew
flak as videos purportedly showing
its jailed Delhi minister Satyendar

polls".
BJP MP Parvesh Verma along
AAP with his party colleagues
leader and Manjinder Singh Sirsa and
Delhi Deputy Chief ~ Tajinder Pal Baggalodged
Minister Manish apolice complaint against
Sisodia defended Jain, Jainand Kejriwal, accus-
claiming he was ing them of carrying out
receiving physiotherapy "illegal" activities in the
following a spinal jail. Bagga took a dig at

injury

Jain receiving massage and meeting

visitors in his prison cell emerged, with
the opposition BJP and Congress demand-
ing his sacking and questioning the "si
lence" of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal.

AAP leader and Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia defended Jain, claiming he
was receiving physiotherapy following a
spinal injury, and accused the BJP of doing

injury.

"cheap" politics on his health issues by il-

Parl Winter Session from Dec 7

New Delhi: The Winter Session of Parliament
will begin December 7 and conclude December
29, with sources saying it is likely to be held in
the old building as the new one is still under-
construction. In separate notifications,
secretariats of both LoK Sabha and Rajya Sabha
notified the dates. The Winter Session is likely
to be held in the old parliament building.

killer remains distressed for at
least a month and only then

starts getting back to normal,
though it is remarkable that
Aftab worked for months to erase
any evidence of his crime.

‘A crime of passion’, you
may have heard of the term but
youmay not be sure what that
means in a legal sense. In sim-
ple terms a crime of passion
or ‘crime passionnel’ derived

In such ‘crimes of
passion’, the killer
remains distressed for
at least a month and
only then starts
getting back to normal

from French refers to a vio-
lent crime, particularly homi-
cide, in which the culprit ex-
ecutes the act against someone
out of a strong grudge, such as
sudden passion, rather than as
a premeditated crime.
According to the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
data, from 2017 to 2021, homi-
cides due to love affairs or il-
licit relationships rose from 2,706

saying he has fought with his
physiotherapist as to why he was not
given foot and head massage for his spinal

A video purportedly from Jain's cell was
played in a press conference by the BJP
where the party's national spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia termed the AAP as a ‘Spa
Massage’ party. Several other videos were
also shared on social media.

Export duty on steel slashed

New Delhi: Six months after imposition
of the levy, the Centre has cut the
export duty on steel products and iron
ore with effect from Saturday. As per a
finance ministry notification, exports of
specified pig iron and steel products as
well as iron ore pellets will attract "nil'
export duty.

Love stories gone awry behind 3K murders

From 2017 to 2021, homicides due to love affairs or illicit relationships
rose from 2,706 to 3,139 across the country, says NCRB data

Sisodia for defending Jain,

Continued on P4
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t0 3,139 across the country.

The country's first case of a
crime of passion was reported
in 1959. Naval commander
Kawas Manekshaw Nanavati,
April 27, 1959, killed his wife
Sylvia’s businessman lover,
Prem Bhagwan Ahuja in a
Bombay flat. Nanavati fired
three shots that killed Ahuja.
He then went to a police station
and confessed his crime.

He was initially declared not
guilty by a jury, whose verdict was
dismissed by the then Bombay
High Court. In 1960, Nanavati
was found guilty and sentenced

B The companies are illegally
operating as digital lenders

B Itis suspected that the
arrested Nitin Malik is a part
of an international gang,
which runs at least 10 such
illegal loan apps

pany is to purchase and run virtual
phone numbers from BSNL, Airtel
and Vodafone to be used for running
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HEALTH FIRST People W|th renal ailments blocked the AG Square Raj Bhawan road in Bhubaneswar, Saturday, demanding better treatment and
medicines for the patients in the state

FEOW FREEZESRTI45CR IN ILLEGAL LOAN APP CASE

OP PHOTO

and facilitating the lending and
recovery through different loan
apps. Nitin was in direct and reg-
ular touch with at least three
Chinese nationals and used to get
a huge sum/salary for this job.

Nitin was arrested July 13, 2022
and is still in judicial custody.
Another accused Neerav Gupta
has also been arrested in the case
and now in judicial custody.
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tolife in prison. In 1964, he was
pardoned by the then Bombay
Governor and Jawaharlal
Nehru's sister Vijayalakshmi
Pandit.  Continued on P4
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H ARIES
You are likely to remain ¥
careful and watchful today, T

foretells Ganesha. And
because you'll be invited to parties and
other social events, your enthusiasm will
remain buoyant. You will also strike the
right balance between business and

pleasure, says Ganesha.

In all probability, you will ki
discuss certain sacred =
issues with your beloved

today, predicts Ganesha. In the evening,
you will be possibly visiting holy places.
You had better make up for the lost time
to finish pending work in the afternoon.
Think twice before you act, warns
Ganesha.

.......................................

H GEMINI

Afun and frolic filled day
awaits you. You will have a
lot of fun with your family
members, especially children. You will
help your children with their work.
Marital life will be blissful. Relations with

Rakul goes
all praise for
Ayushmann

Mumbai: Actress Rakul Preet who also
actively works down south credits her
Doctor G co-star Ayushmann Khurrana
for risking it by taking up characters
that are strikingly varied from one another.

She says, “I give him credit for the fact
that he is a risk taker. It is always tough
when you are told a lot of things to take
the path less travelled. He always loves
to experiment with his choice of films.
Be it Vicky Donor; Bala or Andhadhun
these are not the conventional heroic
roles. He has managed to do them and do
them well and connect with the audi-
ence, which I think is great”.

As she teamed up with him in Doctor
G, where he plays a gynecologist, the ac-
tress says they bonded well over their roots.
She elaborates saying, “Ayushmann
comes with an abundance of energy on
set and is such a happy co-star to be
around you. He improvises the scenes and
is very easy to work with. I had a blast
working with him so much that I would
love to work with

Samantha on cloud nine
over Yashoda succcess

Mumbai: Actress Samantha
Ruth Prabhu who's basking in
success of her latest release
Yashoda, penned a thank you
note and said that she is on
cloud nine over the love pour-
ing in for her film.

She took to Twitter to thank
that audience for the sup-
port.

She wrote: “Dear au-
dience, Your appre-
ciation, and love for
Yashoda is the
greatest gift and
support that I
could have ever
asked for. I am
overwhelmed
with joy and
gratitude.
Hearing your
whistles and see-
ing the celebra-
tions at the the-
atres is proof

HONOUR FOR SHANIA TWAIN
AT PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS

Grammy award-winning singer and songwriter
Shania Twain who is known for hits as Man! |
Feel Like a Woman! and That Don’t Impress Me
Much will be honoured with the music icon
award at this year’s People’s Choice Awards.
The announcement was made by NBC and E!.

TARANTINO: NEVER KNEW ABOUT
WEINSTEIN’S SEXUAL ASSAULT

Filmmaker Quentin Tarantino when asked by the host
on his relationship with Harvey Weinstein in a press
tour for his new book, Cinema Speculation, said at the
time that he was aware of Weinstein’s behaviour to a
certain degree, but he stressed to Wallace that he
never knew such behaviour included sexual assault.

~m k

that all the hard work that
the entire team of Yashoda
put in was all worth it!”
“Tam on cloud nine. And I
want to take this opportunity
to thank everyone, who were
involved with the making of
Yashoda.”
The actress also ex-
pressed her grati-
tude to the film's
director and
co-stars. Ians

The star in action

It is a matter of pride
to host Nucleya
in Bhubaneswar;
said Sameeksha
Uniyal - Senior Manager,
Brand BACARDI

Bhubaneswar: Music lovers had
a unique experience here as in-
fluential independent artiste
Nucleya held them on thrall here,
Saturday. Presented by Well-
known beverage brand BACARDI,
the show ‘Casa Bacardi On Tour’
was organised at Embassy
Concerts, Symphony Mall which
commenced at about 5 pm.
Before Nucleya’s performance,
the audiences were treated with

NUCLEYA FEVER
GRIPS CITY

Fans at the venue

mesmerized attendees with chart
topping remixes of songs.

After that Nucleya aka Udyan
Sagar made people groove on foot
tapping beats. Audience in large
numbers thronged the venue to
witness the maiden show of the
indie performer.

For the uninitiated, Nucleya
has single-handedly established
alexicon of bass music unique to
India. His tracks Let’s Nacho and
Paintra have featured in main-

scribers on YouTube, he’s gar-
nered a unique audience for his
music.

Sameeksha Uniyal — Senior
Manager, Brand BACARDI, said,
“It isa matter of pride for usto host
Nucleya to Bhubaneswar as the
City has a crowd that adores music.
We could sense the excitement
amongst locals ever since the
event was announced. The re-
sponse has been absolutely phe-
nomenal, and we can’t wait to

your spouse will be romantic today. him again”. the beats of DJ Ayush, DJKaran  stream Hindi movieslike Kapoor ~ bring more such experiences to the
AGENCIES Verma, DJ Deep and one of the  and Sons and Mukkabaaz. city with CASA BACARDI on
--------------------------------------- most popular DJs Gurbax who  With over 1.48M sub- Tour.” PNN

B CANCER

There is a chance today to
benefit from womenfolk.
Though you are methodical
and disciplined in your work, you will feel
rudderless. Yet you will et relief from this
monotony and feel jovial, says Ganesha.

.......................................

ELEO

You will not be able to reap
the rewards of your hard
work fully today. You will
take all matters very seriously today. You
will feel a sense of responsibility and will
try to find lasting solutions to problems

he is W
going to

Mumbai: Actress Kriti Sanon has opened
up about the criticism of the teaser of her up-

today. |ttiﬁ at %ood tcjay t?] put E_o rest sgme y/ coming film Adipurush co-starring Prabhas  giveitall
worries that have been haunting you for P and Saif Ali Khan. the talent
some time now, says Ganesha. : The Om Raut directorial faced criticismover  that it needs,

....................................... . the quality of VFX and visuals since itsteaser ~ and all the ef-

B dropped in October. fort it needs

H VIRGO b Defending the teaser, the Mimi actress said  because the
A cocktail of business and “ the ﬁlm’s team is ‘extremely proud of’the prod-  heart aqd the
pleasureis onthe house gy, % uctithas created. soulareinthe
today. Parties will run till Quizzed over the issue at a recent event, right place,”
dawn. You will also take the correct route ‘ Kriti stated that what was shown intheteaser added the |
to success by making important deci- was limited. She said, “It's just a teaser of over ~ Luka Chuppi
sions. People will stand to gain if they a minute. There is a lot more to the film  actress.

involve you in their do, says Ganesha.

that he (Om) needs to work upon, and  Acencies
....................................... needs time. We all want to give it the best ' ] ™ .
shot because this is an opportunity to S——— - s
get our history, to get our religion o e _ ~

globally out there. It is a story that
we all are proud of, so it needs to
be done in the best pos-
sible way.”

“And I 4
think A+

e

power at your workplace

may decide to pick on you,

just for fun. But your luck is strong, and
no one but your own thoughts and mis-
givings can harm you. You shall find it rel-
atively easy to come out of these trou-
bles; much to the chagrin of those who g

wish otherwise, predicts Ganesha. Fﬁ-

l SCORPIO

It is about time you learn to

deal with frustration in a

more healthy manner. The

right choice is always the hardest to
make. Do not let sentiments sway you
into hasty choices because they may feel

SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

right, but might also be extremely WHO KNOWs 7 ACTUALLY, Y TTHAT 1 CANT 5TAND
impractical. There may some strain on WHO CARES? WHEN AUJ f'gggpégfgngﬁ& IT'T ST CAN'T 1 g 2
your relationship with near and dear HOU'VE LOST AT GOTIT! YoU'VE 6OT IT! ST U
ones. Learn to be patient and calm in the LOVE, YOU'VE LOSTAT | | NoBODY'S 60T IT! WE
face of adversity, advises Ganesha. EVERYTHING... M.;JTHJNG ALL LOSE IN THE 'ENpg
MATTERS!

e By

M SAGITTARIUS

You may have to make
important decisions of life
today, says Ganesha.
Remember, haste makes waste, so take
every decision only after thinking about
its long-term consequences or end
results. Be patient.

75 Pt Pocrihrie UL, Dot oy Aeireers Lo

Sk

B CAPRICORN xaim DD TODAYS | MO, THERES YOURS SAYS, WAIT, 1T GOES ON.,
Print and electronic media HOROSCOPE | JUST A NEW || WHAT'S \| " POPULARITY " EMPHASIZE
will attract your attention, if PRINT A ONE FOR 1T SAY 7 /| ZOOMS UPWARD. ROMANCE . OPROSITE
you're just planning to begin RETRACTION NEW ENCOUNTERS SEX FINDS You
your career. Your spiritual and philosophi- OF NESTERDA{S PA] BIG | \RRESISTIBLE .
cal approach give you inner peace, and FREDICTION? / DIVIDENDS.

also inspire you to visit a holy place.
Overall, you will have a balanced day,
today, says Ganesha. o
(a'd
....................................... Copyright ©2022 PuzzleJuncion com o
L AQUARIUS Across 24 Steep cliff 7 Numbers game ;
You will spend the day 1 Idiotic 25 Kitchen 12 Stopper %
introspecting, but the men- . .
tal peace will still seem dis- 5 Free-for-all appliance 13 Tusked animal 8
tant. Some unavoidable circumstances will 8 Crumbled 26 Opposed to 14 Munitions
force you to handle the situations with dili- I BREVITY 9 Quarry bp 16 UFO (@)
gence, feels Ganesha. Due to your devotion iy ; i —
to the Almighty and spiritualism, you will 10 Took the gold Down inhabitant?
be able to deal with problems pretty well. 11 Military action 1 Cousin of a 17 Movie theatre 312181612 11181715
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FILM FEST

Dignitaries pose for a
photo op during short film
festival Kallola-2022 at a
City hotel, Saturday

COVID-19 TRACKER

State mulls seaplane network

B The Odisha Maritime Board (OMB) will carry
out a pre-feasibility study for the locations

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 19: In a bid to
provide seamless connectivity and
boost marine tourism, the state
government is planning to develop
seaplane network under the new
Odisha Port Policy, 2022, an offi-
cial said, Saturday:

Odisha is a land of white sand
and the blue sea. The spectacular
coastal features, pristine beaches
and idyllic lagoons offer an un-
paralleled experience to the tourists.

Sources said the state has
planned to start seaplane opera-
tion under the Odisha Port Policy,
2022. The Odisha Maritime Board
(OMB) will carry out a pre-feasi-
bility study for the locations de-
cided by the board or in collabo-
ration with relevant state and
Central government agencies.

Developing a seaplane network
would provide seamless connec-
tivity and boost the tourism sector.
Thus, the possibility of seaplane
connectivity in Odisha can also be
explored, sources said.

The funding/grant for develop-

‘ decided by the board or in collaboration with
: : relevant state and Central government
> e agencies

m QOdisha State Maritime Museum at Cuttack
would be brought under the purview of the
Odisha Maritime Board to showcase the state’s
rich maritime history and shipbuilding legacy

ment of viable sites can be sought
under the Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) - UDAN (Ude Desh
ka Aam Naagrik), the sources said.

Under the purview of the UDAN
scheme, there are provisions for vi-
ability gap funding (VGF) and con-
cessions by Central government,
state governments and airport op-
erators to the Selected Airlines
Operators (SAOs), they said.

For promotion of marine
tourism, the Odisha Maritime Board
in coordination with the Tourism
department will also prepare a
coastal tourism master plan to iden-
tify the possible sustainable inter-
ventions in different coastal areas.

The Odisha State Maritime Museum
at Cuttack would be brought under
the purview of the Odisha Maritime
Board to showcase Odisha's rich
maritime history and shipbuild-
ing legacy.

The State Maritime Museum
will be redeveloped on par with
the international standards.
Revision of guidelines for adven-
ture water sports would be done in
order to encourage and promote
leisure-cum-water sports activi-
ties, the official source informed.

The Odisha Port Policy, which
was approved by the state Cabinet
Friday, will remain in force for five
years.

Soumya Ranjan on a mission

Young climate activist Soumya Ranjan Biswal from Odisha needs no introduction. One of the six UN India
YuWaah Advocates by the United Nations (UN) in India, Biswal has been at the forefront of a mission to protect
Olive Ridley Sea Turtles. He will attend ‘Dharitri Youth Conclave 2022 on Climate

Iyoung climate activist Soumya
Ranjan Biswal was appointed
asone of the six UN India YuWaah
Advocates by the United Nations
(UN) in India.

A resident of Astaranga in Puri,
Biswal, who has been at the fore-
front of a mission to protect Olive
Ridley Sea Turtles, was selected as
a part of the cohort for his work
towards saving the endangered
sea turtles and restoration of man-
groves, salt marshes and sand
dune plants on Odisha’s coastline.

About half of the world’s pop-
ulation of Olive Ridleys comes
to the Odisha coast for nesting.
While Rushikulya and
Gahirmatha are better known
and hence are better protected,

t was in August 2022 when

Devi river mouth does have that

advantage. It is being degraded,

thanks to the increasing pollu-

tion levels and steady decline in

the number of mangrove plants

in the coastal stretch over the

years due to several reasons.
The 25-year-old green cru-

sader has been voluntarily

raising the mangroves near

the stretch of Devi river

mouth with the help

of the local com-

munity. Locally

known as

Rai,

P

Change: The Power of Youth’ to be held in Bhubaneswar, November 24 as an expert panellist.

Harakancha, Sundari, Bani, Guan
and Keruan, these plants are in-
tegral to the coastal habitat and
livelihood of local fishermen.
Biswal, who was oneamong
, the UN’s 17 young climate
leaders from India in
September 2021, said they
, havebeen doingthis volun-
tarily as their livelihood de-
pends on the sea and the
habitataround it. These
plants will grow
+up to provide a
habitatfor both
© avian and ma-
~ ' rine lives, he
" believes. The
young envi-
' ronmentalist

| has estab-
.
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lished Odisha Paryavaran
Sanrakshan Abhiyan-a voluntary
organisation that has been fo-
cusing on conservational issues.

A few years back, Soumya and
his friend Dilip undertook a 1,200
km cycle journey in Odisha,
dressed as Olive Ridleys, to create
awareness about protecting the
endangered turtles.

0

Must preserve the pure nature of children, says Guv

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 19: Governor
Ganeshi Lal Saturday inaugurated
Ekamra Vatika, a new school for play
group and nursery Kkids in the City.
On the occasion, the school an-
nounced starting of admissions for
play group and nursery for the ac-
ademic year 2023-24.

In a virtual message, Chief
J~ Minister Naveen Patnaik said that
children are the best creation of
God and it is necessary to create a
nice environment for their natu-
ral growth and development which
helps in creating good citizens of the

country Ekamra Vatika will provide
the children with that good envi-
ronment, Naveen said.
Inaugurating the school, Governor
Ganeshi Lal said every child is
unique. “Children are the purest
in nature but that purity slowly
vanishes away. Parents and teach-
ers must try to preserve that pure
nature and stop it from vanishing
completely. For that to happen, the
parents and teachers should first be
educated properly,” he said.
Ekamra Vatika chairperson
Meghna Singh Deo shared her vision
and philosophy; highlighting the im-
portance of investment in early child-
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Dignitaries during the in
hood education in preparing the chil-
dren for the new world. She said, “It
is scientifically proven that around
85 per cent of children’s brain develops
by the age of six. So, early childhood

teaching is really crucial.”

A panel discussion was organised
on the occasion with the theme of
‘Education for a New World
-Reimagining whereand how tolearn.’

OP PHOTOS

Speaking on the occasion,
Dharitri and Orissa POST Chief
Executive Adyasha Satpathy said
that as the mother of a teenager
and a toddler she has felt that in early
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childhood children observe and
learn many things on their own.
Therefore, at that stage, they should
be given their space to learn all
things they could by observing.
Actor Chandrachur Singh high-
lighted the importance of the en-
vironment and how it leads to a
child’s growth. The environment of
Ekamra Vatika makes it a perfect
place for children’s creative growth,
he added. Dharitri and
orissa POST Editor Tathagata
Satpathy and former MPs Ananga
Udaya Singh Deo and Kalikesh
Narayan Singh Deo were among the
dignitaries present on the occasion.

MUTUAL
FUNDS

Naveen among BJD
star campaigners

Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik along with his
select cabinet colleagues will
campaign for BJD candidate
Barsha Singh Bariha in the
December 5 bypoll to Padampur
Assembly constituency in Bargarh.
The BJP named union ministers
Dharmendra Pradhan, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Arjun Munda and
Bishweswar Tudu as star
campaigners for its nominee
Pradip Purohit for the byelection.
The Congress also released its
star campaigner list, which
included AICC state in-charge A
Chella Kumar.
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Odia boy felicitated
at UNICEF event

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, November 19:
Seventeen-year-old Odia boy, Bablu
Munda, who is an International
Wushu (A Chinese Martial Art
form) player, represented Odisha
in a national level festive event or-
ganized by UNICEF at Thyagaraj
Indoor Stadium in South Delhi on
World Children’s Day. In the event,
a friendly futsal match was or-
ganized for the children where
Bablu along with other children
from across the nation were felic-
itated by legendary cricketer and
UNICEF Regional goodwill am-
bassador;, Sachin Tendulkar and
Bollywood star and UNICEF’s
celebrity advocate, Ayushmann
Khurrana.

Bablu Munda, who lost his par-
ents when he was one year old, is
from Sialijoda village under Joda
block of Keonjhar district in Odisha.
Despite all grievances and diffi-
culties, Bablu completed his
Primary education in 2016. He had
atleast 10 medals (7 Gold, 1 Silver,
4 Bronze). He got into the National
team after winning a silver medal
in the 17th Sub-Junior Wushu
National Championship held in
2018 at Jammu & Kashmir.

Expressing his feelings, Bablu
said, “I am very proud to repre-
sent my state in the national level
and feel delighted that I could meet
and play football with Sachin
Tendulkar and Ayusmaan Khurana
and made so many friends there.”
Giving a message to millions of
children facing hardships, Bablu
said, “I dared to dream. I wish all
kids too do so and realize
their dreams.”

§ CLASSIFIED
fAFFIDAVIT

By virtue of an affidavit
before the Notary Public,
Angul, I Ignatious Toppo,
aged about 53 years, S/o.
Late Elias Toppo of At:
Qtr. No. B-1799, Nalco
Nagar, P.O./P.S. Nalco
Nagar, Dist.: Angul,
Odisha, ThatI am the
father and Satein Sarojini
Pyari Brajo is the mother
of our daughter Shradha
Toppo. In the pass

7~ certificate of my daughter
Shradha Toppo issued by
Council for the Indian
School Certificate
Examination, New Delhi
my wife’s name has been
wrongly mentioned as
Satein Sarojini Pyari B
Rajo instead of Satein
Sarojini Pyari Brajo. That
my wife SATEIN
SAROJINI PYARI BRAJO
@ SATEIN SAROJINI
PYARIB RAJO, W/o
Ignatious Toppo is one
and same person.
Ignatious Toppo

)

By an affidavit before the
Notary Public, Padampur,
Dist.- Bargarh, date
05.11.2022. I, Bibhuti
Bhusan Panda, S/o-
Nityananda Panda,
At/P.O.- Jagalpat, PS.-
Gaisilet, Dist.- Bargarh
declared that I have lost
my (1) ROR bearing No.-
137/93 and (2) Sale Deed
bearing (RSD) No.-1594 of
dated 20.12.1996. I declared
that, I have lost the ROR
and RSD is beyond
recovery. I have also
lodged an FIR in this
regard before Gaisilet P.S.
Any complicacy or
litigation arises in future
regarding the same, I will
solely be responsible.
Contact: Advocate Mr.
Asutosh Pattnaik, Mob.
number-7008869118.

BID TO CURB ROAD MISHAPS

State plans to set
up truck terminals
along highways

PNN/AGENCIES

Cuttack, Nov 19: The state gov-
ernment has decided to set up truck
terminals along the highways in
order to reduce accidents caused
by the parking of heavy vehicles on
theroads, an official said Saturday:

Out of 5,081 road fatalities in
2021, nearly 25 per cent were due to
collision of vehicles with illegally-
parked trucks on the highways,
said Additional Transport
Commissioner Lalmohan Sethi.

For curbing such accidents, the
State Transport Authority (STA) has
decided to construct truck termi-
nals to streamline vehicle parking
on the highways, he said.

The STA has invited an expression
of interest (EoI) for the construction,
development and maintenance of
truck terminals on Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) mode.

The Commerce and Transport de-
partment has already identified
land at Sundargarh, Balasore,
Kendrapada, Angul, Bhadrak and
Nabarangpur for the construction
of such terminals, the official said.

“The core objectives of devel-
oping the integrated truck termi-
nals on PPP basis is to reduce ac-
cident and fatalities due to parking
onroads, to make the best use and
effective utilisation of resources,
to provide best class facilities for
parking of trucks, to prevent en-
croachments, to provide direct and
indirect employment, to encour-
age redevelopment of neighbour-
hoods and to achieve foster greater
economic health,” the STA said.

The terminals will have ware-
houses and cold storage facilities,
restaurants, weighing bridges,
loading and unloading areas, dor-
mitories, bathrooms, ATMs, health
clinics and other facilities, he said.

The broad scope of work of the
bidder would include financing the
total project cost, construction of the
truck terminal, and operation and
maintenance of the developed fa-
cilities. The six identified locations
will provide modern and controlled
manner truck parking besides gen-
erating revenues from commercial
establishments developed on the
PPP model, the official said.
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RAZING DOWN: An excavator engaged by BDA is demolishing an illegally constructed house at Pandra in Bhubaneswar, Saturday

Parija to appear CONTINUED FROM P1

before ED in
sextortion case

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 19: Noted
movie and web series producer
Akshay Kumar Parija Saturday
sought more time to appear be-
fore the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in the sextortion case. The
ED has been investigating the
money laundering angle in the
high profile sextortion racket
operated by Archana Nag, her
husband Jagabandhu Chand and
other associates by targeting in-
fluential and affluent persons.

Advocate Akash Bhuyan
Saturday appeared before the
ED on behalf of Parija. “Popular
movie producer of Odisha,
Akshaya Parija was Friday sum-
moned by the ED to appear today
(Saturday). As you know, he re-
turned from Bangkok Friday and
his health is not well since then.
He is under home isolation as
per the doctor’s advice. We ap-
prised the ED officials about the
development and applied for more
time for the appearance,” Bhuyan
told the media persons.

Parija has been suffering from
cold and flu so the doctors ad-
vised him to get quarantined.
He said that Parija will soon ap-
pear before the ED in the
sextortion case.

Videos of Satyendar....

“Where is Kejriwal hidden now?
Jain can be seen enjoying mas-
sage and meeting visitors in his cell
in total violation of rules and the
prison manual. This VVIP cul-
ture in jail is dangerous for democ-
racy," Bhatia said

Delhi BJP president Adesh
Gupta who had earlier demanded
Jain's transfer to any jail outside
Delhi has written a letter to LG VK
Saxena requesting a high-level in-
quiry into facilties given to the
AAP minister in jail.

The Delhi Prisons department
comes under the Delhi govern-
ment. In light of the new revela-
tions, the allegations made by

Love stories gone ...

In the infamous tandoor murder
case of 1995, Sushil Sharma, the
then Youth Congress leader, had
shot dead his partner Naina Sahni
in Delhi over suspicions of her
having an affair. He chopped her
body into parts, and then tried to
dispose of the pieces by burning
them in a tandoor (clay oven) on the
roof of a popular restaurant that
was managed by his friend.

In India, this was a landmark
case in which DNA evidence and
a second autopsy were used to
prove the accused's guilt. The pun-

Horticulture can enhance farmers’ income; CM

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 19: As many
as 34 Assistant Horticulture Officers
Saturday joined the state govern-
ment in the Agriculture and
Farmers’ Empowerment depart-
ment. 21 of these officers
are women.

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik,
joining virtually an orientation
programme organised for the join-
ing officers at the state convention
centre, called upon the officers to
act like a connecting bridge be-
tween the people at last mile and
the government.

Congratulating them, he said,
“You have to come out of the com-
fort-zone, and even remain pre-
pared to scale over the inaccessi-
ble hilly-terrains of tribal hamlets

to interact with the tribal people and
address the challenges people fac-
ing in farming. As career horti-
culturists, your role in about next
30 years will be crucial for the de-
velopment of horticulture sector
in the state.”

Under the 5T initiative, he added,
the officers are expected to discharge
duty in time with teamwork and
transparency envisioning the trans-
formation through technology. The
Mo Sarkar mandate requires them
to think themselves as Sevaks of
people, the CM reminded.

Naveen said that he expects them
to prove to be the assets of the
state by realising the mission of
transformation of the state’s hor-
ticulture sector.

The CM further said that de-
velopment of agriculture sector

The CM said that
development of
agriculture sector along
with augmentation of
farmers’ income
is a top priority of
his government

along with augmentation of farm-
ers’ income is a top priority of his
government. Within the overall
domain of the agricultural sector,
horticulture has a significant role
in enhancing farmers’ income,
he added.

Horticulture helps, he said, in en-
hancement of individual house-
hold income of farmers, and plays
an effective contributory role in

addressing nutritional deficiency.
Development of kitchen gardens in
Anganwadi centres, schools and
at backyards of farmers is an en-
couraging endeavour to address
nutritional issues in the state,
he added. He said that the state
government has launched various
missions such as Jackfruit Mission,
Spices Mission, Floriculture
Mission, Mushroom Mission and
‘Nutrition at Door Steps’ mission
to rejuvenate the momentum in
horticulture sector.

Chief Secretary Suresh Chandra
Mahapatra said that the state gov-
ernment has fast paced recruit-
ment drives and every department
isfilling up vacant posts. He asked
the officers to encourage farmers
to diversify crops and shift to cash
crops in horticulture.

jailed conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar against Jain
should be probed, leaders of the
BJP and the Congress said.
Chandrashekhar had written to the
Lieutenant Governor alleging that
Jain 'extorted' Rs 10 crore from
him in 2019 to ensure his
safety in prison.

Gupta also demanded Kejriwal
sack Jain from his Cabinet.

Jain, who is in judicial custody
at Tihar over money laundering
charges, for the last five months,
can be seen in the purported videos
from his cell getting back and foot
massages, reading some docu-
ments and talking to visitors while
lying on a bed. Mineral water bot-
tles and a remote are also seen. In
one video, he is seen getting a

ishment was life imprisonment
given by the Delhi High Court.

In 2003, Madhumita Shukla, aris-
ing poet, was Killed at her home.

Madhumani Tripathi, wife of
politician Amarmani Tripathi,
who disliked Shukla's involvement
with her husband, planned the
murder as a contract killing. Both
the conspirator and the murderers
were given life imprisonment.

In yet another incident of a
crime of passion, May 7, 2008,
Neeraj Grover, a senior executive
at TV production firm Synergy
Adlabs, was stabbed to death at
Kannada actor Maria Susairaj's
apartment allegedly by her fiance,

OP PHOTO

head massage while sitting on a
chair. Earlier this week, a Tihar jail
superintendent was suspended
for alleged involvement in pro-
viding special treatment to Jain in
the prison. The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had claimed in a
court that Jain was getting special
treatment inside the Tihar Jail
including massage and special
food, and provided CCTV footage
to substantiate the claim.

Sisodia accused the BJP of leak-
ing Jain's videos from Tihar jail
and claimed that he was under-
going physiotherapy for a
spine injury.

He went on to add that the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) was
directed by the court to not leak
the video in question.

Emile Jerome Mathew, an ex-navy
officer in Mumbai.

Jerome had flown from Kochi
naval base to Mumbai May 7 and
went to Maria's flat that night
where he heard a man's voice.
Consumed by jealousy he Killed
Neeraj using a knife from Maria's
kitchen.

The couple then chopped the
body into pieces, stuffed them into
two bags and drove to the Manor
jungles in Thane to burn the body:.

Maria was imprisoned for 3 years
while Jerome was sentenced t010
years in jail. The Mumbai Sessions
Court decided that the murder of
Neeraj was not planned.

Apollo Hospitals holds SRS workshop

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 19: The de-
partment of Radiation Oncology at
Apollo Cancer Centre, Bhubaneswar
organised a Stereotactic
Radiosurgery (SRS) workshop re-
cently in its premises in association
with the Indo oncology cancer sum-
mit. The workshop is a first-of-its-
kind advanced training course in
Odisha. Radiotherapy is a deep
technology driven treatment modal-
ity in the cancer care. It’s used to
treat tumors in the brain, lungs,
spine, liver, kidney and bones. This
helps us in delivering tumor abla-
tive doses without affecting the
normal tissue.

To conduct the workshop, promi-
nent experts were roped in from dif-
ferent Apollo Cancer Centres,

Chennai and across cancer cen-
tres from our state. The event was
conducted under the expert su-
pervision of Shankar Vangipuram,
Senior Radiation Oncologist from
Apollo Cancer Centre, Chennai,
SN Senapati,HOD, Radiation
Oncology, AHPGIC, Cuttack, BK
Mohanty, Director, KIMS, Cancer
centre, Dilip Parida , HOD,
Radiation Oncology, AIIMS,
Bhubaneswar and Saroj Das
Majumdar, Additional Professor,
Radiation Oncologist, AIIMS,
Bhubaneswar.

Calamities to rise manifold in India due to climate change

he frequency of extreme

I weather events such as floods

and heatwaves is projected

to rise manifold in India in the fu-

ture due to climate change, ac-

cording to a study by researchers

at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Gandhinagar.

The research team studied the
period from 1951 to 2020 to quan-
tify India's risk of sequential ex-
tremes -- heatwaves in the sum-
mer and extreme rainfall in the
following summer monsoon season
over the same regions.

One of the examples of se-
quential extremes is the heatwave
and flood in Pakistan this year
that affected millions of people.

Similar extremes occur in India
with large implications for agri-
cultural production, public health,
and infrastructure, the researchers
said. The study, published in the
One Earth journal on Friday, found

that the risk will increase signif-
icantly under the warming cli-
mate and variability in the E1 Nino-
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) - a
recurring climate pattern involv-
ing changes in the temperature of
waters in the central and eastern
tropical Pacific Ocean.

The frequency of sequential ex-
tremes is projected to rise manifold
in the future due to climate change,
Vimal Mishra, Professor, Civil
Engineering and Earth Sciences,
IIT Gandhinagar in Gujarat,
told PTT.

The fraction of the total popu-
lation and urban area exposed to
sequential extremes will increase
rapidly if the global mean tem-
perature rises above 1.5 degrees
Celsius from the pre-industrial
level, Mishra said.

The researchers noted that cli-
mate mitigation and reduction in
vulnerability could help in re-
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RESEARCHERS NOTED THAT INDIA'S LARGE POPULATION EXPERIENCES ADAPTATION CHALLENGES DUE TO SEVERE
HEAT WAVES IN THE SUMMER AND EXTREME RAINFALL DURING THE MONSOON SEASON

ducing the risk.

The study highlighted that mega-
heatwaves occurred during the
summer of 1995 and 1998, with 20
per cent and 8 per cent of the coun-
try being affected by sequential
extremes.

The area affected by the se-
quential extremes is significantly

higher during the positive phase
(E1Nino) than the negative phase,
the researchers said.

Going forward, the study found
that the fraction of the total pop-
ulation and urban area exposed
to sequential extremes will in-
crease rapidly if the global mean
temperature rises above 1.5 de-

grees Celsius from the pre-indus-
trial level.

The heatwave duration is pro-
jected to increase from, on average,
3 days in the current climate
(1981-2010) to 11 days by the end of
the 21st century (2071-2100) under
lowest emission scenario, the re-
searchers said.

However, the duration of heat-
waves is projected to rise to 33
days by the end of the century
under the highest emission sce-
nario, they said. The study found
that the fraction of the popula-
tion of India exposed to sequential
extremes will rise considerably
with an increase in global mean
temperature above the pre-indus-
trial level.

For instance, median popula-
tion exposure increases from 27
per cent at 1.5 degrees Celsius to
36 per cent and 45 per cent at 3
and 4 degrees Celsius global warm-
ing levels, respectively, it said.

The researchers noted that a
considerable reduction in vul-
nerability by improving socioe-
conomic livelihood and infra-
structure will be needed to maintain
the same risk (at 1.5 degrees Celsius
global warming level) at higher
global warming levels. PTI
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Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-9090071530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
} Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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STAKES HIGH FOR MAJOR PARTIES

FARMERS HOLD KEY TO TILTING POLL EQUATION

POST NEWS NETWORK

Padampur, Nov 19: With the by-
poll to the Padampur Assembly
seat in Bargarh district slated for
December 5, the district adminis-
tration has made elaborate security
arrangements to ensure peaceful,
free and fair election. Police too
are on their toes putting all nec-
essary arrangements in place.

Addressing a presser here at the
district police headquarters,
Collector Monisha Banerjee and
SP Smith P Parmar informed that
there are 319 polling booths in the
Assembly constituency out of which
152 have been identified as sensitive
and hyper sensitive. All necessary
security arrangements have been
made at these booths, said the SP.

He also said that three poll ob-
servers on duty for the bypoll in-
spected the police control room at
the district headquarters.

On the other hand, there are 11
candidates in the fray with the by-
poll predicted to be a three-cor-
nered contest among the BJD, BJP
and Congress candidates.

BJD nominee Barsha Singh
Bariha, BJP candidate Pradip
Purohit and Congress candidate
Satyabhusan Sahoo have intensified

. their campaign along with their
7~ supporters and party workers.
Sahoo has been holding hectic
parleys with his party workers and
supporters in different villages
while leaders like PCC president
Sarat Patnaik, Santosh Singh Saluja,
Adhiraj Panigrahy; Jajneswar Babu,

11 candidates are in
fray with the bypoll
predicted to be a

three-cornered
contest among the
BJD, BJP and Congress

Hardip Singh and Ranjan
Mahanand have hit the campaign
trail. Sahoo sounded confident of
his win in the bypoll.

BJD nominee Barsha Singh
Bariha is well ahead of her rivals
in the campaigning along with party
stalwarts like Prasanna Acharya,
Devi Mishra, Sushant Singh, Souvik
Biswal, Deviranjan Tripathy,
Anubhav Pattnaik and Srimayee
Mishra. They have campaigned at
Jamla, Palsapali, and various villages
of Melchhamunda panchayat.

Several other BJD leaders like
Pratap Jena, Debesh Acharya,
Pradip Majhi, Sangram Pattnaik
and Bijay Nayak have been cam-
paigning for Barsha. BJD leaders
are upbeat about retaining the seat.

On the other hand, BJP candidate
Pradip Purohit has intensified the
door-to-door campaign in
Chhetagaon, Kutrapal under
Paikamal block and Sankti,
Pradhanpali, Tumuripani, Baitali,
Tuhungipadar and Gothuguda
under Jharbandh block. Purohit
said that people of Padampur have
lost faith in the present dispensa-
tion and will vent their ire in the
bypoll against the ruling party.

Khushi scheme left in
doldrums in Bhadrak

Over several lakhs of sanitary napkins have been
rotting in Bhadrak as expiry date draws near

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhadrak, Nov 19: The state gov-
ernment’s ambitious Khushi
scheme aimed at providing free
sanitary napkins to school going
girls has gone haywire in this dis-
trict as lakhs of napkins were
found counting their days with
their expiry dates coming to an
end in December.

The scheme aims at providing
menstrual hygiene care to the ado-
lescent girls from Class-VIto Class-
X in the state through supply of
free sanitary pads. The scheme
has provision for supply of 72 pieces
of napkin for a period of three
months to these adolescent girls.
However, due to mismanagement
in distribution system the napkins
have failed to reach the intended
beneficiaries.

In such situation, girl students
are now being forced to buy the
napkins from medicine shops by
shelling out substantial sums of
money. The napkins have been left
to rot at the stock points of every
block with their expiry scheduled
for December.

Reports said a total of 37,37,943
girls in the district were included
under the Khushi scheme. An
agency involved in mid-day meal
(MDM) distribution in the district
distributed the napkins from August
September 6 in 2016. The delivery
charge of the napkin was 14 to 16
paise while the agency demanded
83,74,838 towards the delivery of
napkins. The DHH refused to pay
}- the bill as the bill was beyond the
limits. As a result, agency filed a
case in the court for realisation of

the bill amount.

Chief District Medical Officer
(CDMO) Dr Santosh Kumar Patra
said that the bill was stopped for
payment as the agency demanded
over %83 lakh instead of %5 lakh
to ¥7 lakh.

Later, in a meeting held at the
Sadbhabana conference hall of the
district Collectorate the district
education officer (DEO) was given
the charge of distribution of nap-
Kkins. Collector Siddheswar Baliram
Bondar has also written a letter
to the district education officer in
this regard, the CDMO said.

DEO Mishra said that the nap-
Kkins are being distributed through
the teachers under the direct su-
pervision of the cluster resources
centre coordinators (CRCC).
However, a verification of the nap-
kins at the stocks points in each
block tells a different story. While
some schools are receiving the
napkins, girls in many schools
have been deprived of the same. As
a result, lakhs of napkins were
found rotting in the stock points
without being distributed to the
school girls.

On the other hand, the people of
Padampur have raised the farm-
ers’ issues like lack of irrigation,
procurement blues and their long
pending demand of district status
to the area. After Centre’s direc-
tion to the states to claim farmer
insurance money as soon as pos-
sible, a few days ago, the state gov-
ernment wasted no time and an-
nounced input subsidy of 3200
crore for the farmers.

Bargarh district farmers are
said to play a crucial role in de-
ciding the fate of political parties.
Despite this, the leaders of farm-
ers’ organisations have clearly
stated that they will continue with
their stir until crop insurance
claims and drought input subsidy
are credited in their bank accounts.

Earlier, BJP candidate and for-
mer legislator Pradip Purohit had
not filed nomination as a move to
express solidarity with the protest-
ing farmers.

BJD candidate Barsha Singh
Bariha had earlier gone to the agi-
tation site and urged the farmers to
call off their stir. “Now input sub-
sidy has been given and Biju Krushak
Kalyan has been implemented.
People very well know that only
BJD can resolve the issues of the
farmers,” said BJD vice-president,
Debi Prasad Mishra. Meanwhile,
the BJP has launched an indefinite
‘satyagraha’ in Bhubaneswar to
highlight farmers’ issues. “BJD sent
its candidate for filling nominations
while its leaders went to hold talks
with the farmers. Farmers’ votes
will be decisive and BJP is hopeful
of gaining their trust,” said BJP
MLA, Nauri Nayak.

Amidst the ongoing mudslinging
between the BJD and BJE, Congress
is also trying to take advantage of
the situation.

“No matter how much drama
BJP and BJD do in Padampur, they
cannot stand with the farmers.
Around 95 per cent farmers have
faced a lot of hardship and our
party has stood with them,” said

RALLY FOR RIGHTS: Primary teachers took out a rally, demanding pension at Jeypore in Koraput, Saturday

IRREGULARITIES IN POND RENOVATION

Lokayukta directs Vig to

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dharmasala, Nov 19: The
Vigilance department will in-
vestigate the alleged large-scale
irregularities committed in pond
renovation works in Taranjia
panchayat under this block of
Jajpur district.

According to reports, the Jajpur
minor irrigation division had car-
ried out the renovation of a pond
at an estimated cost of ¥24.99 lakh
at Taranjia panchayat in 2019-20. In
the same financial year, the block
administration had also renovated
the same pond at a cost of over
%3.50 lakh. This was shown in of-
ficial records.

RTI activist Sarbeswar Behura
came to know about the irreg-
ularities and sought informa-
tion about details of the reno-
vation works under RTI Act
from the Jajpur minor irrigation
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division office and the
Dharmasala block office.

Alleging massive irregulari-
ties in the pond renovation work,
Behura took up the issue with
the Lokayukta. Taking serious
note of the issue, the Lokayukta
had carried out investigation and
checked official records in the
block office.

The pond is under the Minor
Irrigation department while the
panchayat/block administration

Nihar Ranjan Mahanand, Bargarh
district Congress president.

2 passengers fall off
train; locals stage stir

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, Nov 19: Tension flared up at Dulakhapatna
station under Korei block in Jajpur district, Saturday
after two passengers fell off a train and were criti-
cally injured. The two passengers were boarding the
train when the mishap occurred.

Sources said the passengers were trying to board
the Palasa DMU passenger train when the mishap took
place. The train was en route to Bhubaneswar from
Balasore and had a halt at Dulakhapatna station.
Eyewitnesses said the duo slipped and fell due to
heavy rush when the train was leaving the station.
Asthey suffered serious injuries, they were immediately
rushed to a nearby hospital for medical assistance.

Meanwhile, irate locals gathered at the spot and
blocked the train. They attributed frequent acci-

dents due to rush and demanded the addition of

more coaches. Later, Railway Police Force (RPF) per-
sonnel along with the Panikoili police rushed to the
spot and tried to pacify the protesters, who relented
after they were assured of action.

PEOs suspended in Balasore

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bahanaga, Nov 19: The district Collector has sus-
pended two panchayat extension officers (PEOs)
for disobeying the orders of their higher-ups and
dereliction of duty in Bahanaga block of Balasore.
The suspension order of the Collector has been is-
sued to the Bahanaga BDO. Besides, one of the
PEOs-Binod Singh of Talakurunia panchayat-has
been asked not to leave the block headquarters for
anywhere else or go on leave. The other PEO
Nilambar Mahalik of Kalyani panchayat was told
to work in the block during the suspension period.

10 Cong workers join BJP

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Nov 19: Congress received a jolt in
Keonjhar as 10 of its frontline leaders crossed over
to the BJP, Friday. They joined the saffron party on
the sidelines of its fourth executive body meeting
at Sanskruti Bhawan. BJP leader Mohan Majhi,
Sunandini Bhanjadeo, municipality chairperson
Niku Sahoo and other leaders welcomed the neophytes
in the party by giving them bouquets.

probe scam

Lokayukta had earleir
served notices to then
block executive
engineer, a JE, the PEO
and then sarpanch to
submit their replies

on irregularities

work there, Behura sought to know:

Atthat time, the Lokayukta had
served notices to then block exec-
utive engineer Prashant Kumar
Mohanty, junior engineer
Brahmananda Panda, PEO
Maheswar Mohanty and then
sarpanch Sushant Sethi to submit
their replies regarding the irreg-
ularities. However, their replies
were not satisfactory. Hence, the
Lokayukta has directed the
Vigilance department to look into

OP PHOTO

5-year Rl to disabled
man for raping minor

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Nov 19: A fast track
POCSO court Friday sentenced a
56-year-old man to five years of
rigorous imprisonment after con-
victing him for the rape of aminor.

The convict was identified as
Bhaskar Nahak, a disabled man
and a native of Rambha area in
Ganjam district. Judge Ganeshwar
Pati also slapped a penalty of
10,000 on him apart from the pun-
ishment. In default, he has to un-
dergo additional three months of
imprisonment.

The judge also directed the sec-
retary of districtlegal services au-
thority (DLSA) to pay ¥4 1akh com-
pensation to the survivor, public
prosecutor Mohan Singari said.

According to the case diary,
Nahak had lured the minor girl to

e

his house and raped her. The girl ~

narrated her ordeal before her
mother. Later, her mother lodged
acomplaint at Rambha police sta-

was not supposed tocarryoutany  the irregularities. tion leading to the arrest of Nahak.
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Print Losing Ground

newspaper earlier this year reported that print media advertising had
Agrown to Rs.16,000 crore in 2021, rising from Rs. 12,000 crore in 2020.
This year, it would be Rs. 18,000 crore, the report said, with newspa-
pers and magazines getting a share of 20% of the overall advertising mar-
ket. This was also higher than the global share of 5%, because elsewhere news-
papers were dying. All of this is good news, but what the report did not say
was that in 2022, print would get as much advertising as it got in 2019.
Newspapers and magazines got 53% of all advertising in 2005. In 2022, dig-
ital will get 45% and television 40%. Print and radio and outdoor will have
to go after that remains, which is not much.
This is not unique to India of course. In the United States, print advertising
has halved in just the last five years. It is a much larger market than India’s
but even so total advertising fell from $20 billion (app Rs. 160,000 crore) in

FOCUS JUDICIARY

THE COLLEGIUM DEBATE

nion Law Minister Kiren

Rijiju has stirred the

hornet’s nest by im-

ploring the Supreme
Court to revisit the Collegium
System for selecting judges into the
High Courts and the Supreme
Court. It may be recalled that the
NJAC(National Judicial
Appointments Commission) Act
was struck down by the Supreme
Court in 2015 as violating the basic
structure doctrine of judicial in-
dependence. The collegium sys-
tem was evolved by the Supreme
Court in 1993, in which it inter-
preted the word ‘consultation’
with CJI by the government as

In a throbbing democracy like ours, the Supreme
Court and the Government are often at
loggerheads as the legislative bodies feel that
since they represent the voice of the people,

dustbin ideas like celebrating mul-
ticulturality, fostering brother-
hood, eschewing obscurantism,
and promoting a secular ethos.
It’s, therefore, of utmost impor-
tance that judges to the High Court
and Supreme Court, who will ad-
judicate challenges to constitu-
tional violation by the state, are cho-
sen on the basis of merit and not
judicial nepotism and proximity
to powers that be. CJI DY
Chandrachud’s moment of reck-
oning and his litmus test has come,
for displaying the courage of con-
viction, without pursuing per-
sonal agenda.

Fali Nariman writes in his em-

2017 to half of that this year; having fallen each year in the interim. The price SN Misra  “‘concurrence’ and constituted a they have the natural right to amend the inently readable autobiography
of newsprint, and paper on which newspapers are printed, meanwhile has committee of five judges including YT . Before Memory Fades: It is not
risen. This is important because it is the single largest component of cost CJI to recommend names of HC Constitution to translate the will of the peOpIe enough that the judges are inde-
for a newspaper, especially in India where the reader only pays about a fifth CHIEF JUSTICE and Supreme Court judges. Quite pendent of the executive, but are
of the value of the paper and 80% is paid for by advertisers. clearly the judges want to protect It would be worthwhiletomen-  down. Gandhi wasalsonotpleased of noble mind and above all
The question is what is to be done and how. The easiest answer is that if OF INDIA DY their turf in appointment, based  tion that one of the major recom- when the Supreme Court struck  courage.CJIDY Chandrachud may
India’s economy shows strong growth over the CHANDRACHUD. on the bitter experience of su- mendationsof NCWRCunderthe down the 39th amendment(1975) also like to recall what MC
next few years, newspapers and magazines b4 persession of threejudgesin1973 Chairmanship of  which tried to insulate any chal- Setalvad, the first Attorney
should be fine for now. That is because people BY VIRTUE OF and of Justice HR Khanna in  JusticeVenkatachaliah was the lenge to election of PM from the General had said when the
selling consumer products and services will HIS PEDIGREE 1976.There is a perception that creation of a National Judicial purview of judicial challenge. Supreme Court was inaugurated
want to send more advertising their way. If it 9 the collegium system lacks trans- ~ Commission, where there would be In a throbbing democracy like  in 1950: “The Supreme Court, like
isthe case that growth is weak, then this money INTELLECT, AND  parency Besides, keepingthegov-  three judges headed by the CJI, ~ ours, the Supreme Courtand the  all human institutions, will earn
will not come to print and the long term decline ernment out of the selection TheLaw Ministerandaneminent Government are often at logger- reverence through truth.” There
it has seen will continue. INDEPENDENT- process is against the basic pos- personnominated by the President  heads as the legislative bodiesfeel  is a justifiable perception that the
This is actually a matter of great concern. MINDEDNESS tulate of separation of powers, would be the other twomembers.  that since they represent the voice  present government has been mis-
Those who understand how journalism happens ’ which is a basic structure of the The judiciary would have a ma-  of the people (Vox Populi), they using institutions like the ED,
know that the largest sets of reporters areall SEEMS TO BE Constitution. jority say in the selection process.  have the natural righttoamendthe = CBI & Income Tax to settle polit-
in print. To give you an example, my last job was k I THE MAN OF THE The outgoing CJI Lalit had Fali Nariman, who was arguing Constitution to translate the will  ical scores and vendetta. The
in a Gujarati newspaper which had 300 re- Aakar Pate firmly disagreed with the con- againstthe NJAC Act,infactsug- of the people.And the judiciary = Supreme Court as an institution
porters. They were spread out across the state MOMENT WHO tentionthatthe collegium system  gested to the court to approvethe  believes that as custodians of the is the last lamppost of hope for
and its cities and had regular beats such as Print re po rti ng is CAN KINDLE THE lacks transparency. A similarview ~ NJC composition assuggestedby  Constitution, they will uphold the  the dispensation of justice by all
corporation, education, crime and so on. This he | was expressed by CJI Ramana, NCWRC. CJI(Retired) Sabharwal rule of law, and defend funda- citizens, particularly the minor-
is not how television channels are structured. the arg est sou r_ce LAMP OF who got many vacancies filled alsowasof the opinionthatinthe mental rights from arbitrary in- ity who are at the receiving end of
They do not require either the number of re-  of factual material up.The new CJl hasrespondedby  matter of appointment of judges, trusion by the state. Theroleof the lumpen elements because of the
porters print has, or the kind of reporting print on the qovernment TRANSPARENCY suggesting to the Law Ministerto  the government being the biggest ~ court becomes even more critical ~ diet they choose, the dress they
does. The TV channel’s staple is what is called g . . AND ENSURE avoid grandstanding. The NJAC litigant, with large number of when the party in power has an  wear and partners they choose.
the debate and here it is the outside experts and Itis not nullification judgment had one  humanrights violationsmustnot  overwhelming majority andthey It’s therefore of utmost impor-
guests including political leaders who provide rep laceable by JUDICIAL dissenting opinion of Jasti dominateinthe selectionof judges, representthe voice of thedominant tance that the selection process
the content. To know what is happening in . MAJESTY Chelameswar who gave a power-  as they would recommend those religious community. Minority  brings up the most meritorious
your local government school and hospital or another medium, ful argument that “ransparencyis names, who will be pro-govern-  bashing and cultural homoge- and independent-minded judges,
the magistrate’s court one has to turn to the news- even if the other THROUGH  avitalfactor in constitutional gov-  ment. One clearly remembershow  nization become major agendas  who carry credibility and pursue
paper, which is the only source. . ernance which the opaque col- Indira Gandhi during the emer- of the government. After theland truth, without fear, favour or ill
. Itistrue that some fine websites have come medium were IMPARTIALITY legium system lacks. Besides, the  gency years (1975) wasof theview  in Ayodhya has been given tothe = will. Shakespeare wrote: Cometh
/" up that are doing journalismof asortthatwas  willing. TV and the AND  assumptionof the primacy of the ~that the judiciary should be com- ~ Hindus, the clamour is now to  the Hour, Cometh the Man. CJI
not done before. However they are not structured rise of digital will judiciary in the appointment of mitted to the policies of the gov- take a fresh look at the disputed DY Chandrachud, by virtue of his
like newspapers either and do not have the g OBJECTIVITY judges is empirically flawed. To  ernment, instead of defendingand  sites of Kasiand Mathuraandset pedigree, intellect, and independ-

not and cannot
replace print

numbers to replicate them particularly of re-
porters. If you do a census of journalists in
India (or indeed South Asia) the majority will
be in print and the majority will be reporters.

Now consider that along with advertising, even employment in the media
has been declining. A report citing data from the Centre for Monitoring the
Indian Economy said that the total number of people employed in media and
publishing in India was a little over 10 lakh in September 2016. By August
2021, this number was 2.3 lakh. This is in line with trends that showed that
in the same period jobs in manufacturing had also halved.

The numbers will not be surprising to those working in media who have
seen colleagues go and publications shut down. The larger question is what
this decline means for our democracy. Print reporting is the largest source
of factual material on the government. It is not replaceable by another
medium, even if the other medium were willing. TV and the rise of digital

 will not and cannot replace print. Newspapers are like a public good, pro-
viding a service to society.

What happens to a democracy when the basic information about the per-
formance of the government and the state of institutions declines to the point
of vanishing? When citizens do not know what is going on in schools, hos-
pitals, police stations and government offices, how do they hold the state to
account?

These are the questions to consider when we examine the rapidity with
which print is losing ground, first to TV as it did and now to digital.

WISDOM CORNER

hold that the government should
be totally excluded from the process
of appointing judges is a doctrinal
heresy. For Justice Chelameswar
, the majority viewpoint offends
the principle of separation of pow-
ers, which is a basic feature of the
Constitution.

Humane intervention in the war on drugs

Nixon launched the “war on

drugs” June 18, 1971. But,
instead of improving public health
and well-being in the United States
by cracking down on drug use, he
destroyed the lives of millions of
people, both at home and abroad,
especially in Latin America,

F ormer US President Richard

upholding the rule of law. She
brought in the 42nd amendment
(1976), which proposed to make
Parliament omnipotent and oblit-
erate the power of judicial review.
It is thanks to the Minerva Mills
judgment (1980), that these toxic ad-
ditions to Article 368 were struck

and a disaster for the rule of law.
Moreover, all this devastation has
not prevented drug use: an esti-
mated 271 million people worldwide
use drugs that are prohibited under
international treaties, while stigma
and criminalisation make users’
lives more perilous and unhealthy.
Today, some 35 million people who

up Hindu temples. Such moves
clearly violate the secular spirit that
the Constitution upholds.

Never in the history of India,
have the citizens been confronted
with such a unipolar idea of India,
cultural homogenization by a ma-
joritarian party, throwing into the

proach, focused on non-patholo-
gising interventions that advance
individual and public health.
This includes mental health,
which is closely linked to drug use.
Efforts to update and homogenize
criteria for mental-health assess-
ment and standards of care are es-
sential. Only then can inequali-

ent-mindedness, seems to be the
man of the moment who can kin-
dle the lamp of transparency and
ensure judicial majesty through im-
partiality and objectivity.

The writer teaches Constitutional
Law. Views are personal

the C4 Recovery Foundation, the
Levenson Foundation, the Police,
Treatment, and Community
Collaborative, and the Knowmad
Institut - built on this achievement
with the Rome Consensus 2.0. The
goal was to recruit new signato-
ries from around the world and
provide a blueprint for policy and

Martin Ignacio Ceptral Africa., and Squtheast use drugs nee@mentalandphysical tieg in heglth-qare access across  best practices for the coming decade.
‘ ‘ When 1 writ cainal story | write about e 1 know first-hand Diaz Vel A31a: The question now is how to hez;lth care, Wlth sevenmﬂhop suf- reg10nsbe1dent1ﬁedand addressed. .The Rome Consensus 2.0 recog-
an de;tuv;:;oﬁglllar;gm?li:r%i%h write about people | know first-han 1az velasquez  repair the damage. fering from infectious diseaseslinked ~ More broadly, national drug poli-  nizes that success can be achieved

’ SATYAJIT RAY Nixon’s approach to drug use to intravenous drug use (HIV and  cies should be aligned with inter-  only if we “advocate at all levels to
“ The more successful the villain, the more successful the picture. was fundamentally punitive. Itthus  viral hepatitis). More than 500,000peo-  national efforts. ensure more investments and pub-
ALFRED HITCHCOCK THISISAFIGHT  puts great pressure on law en-  ple die each year from overdose or International organisations, in-  lic awareness to implement more
e . . . forcement and the penal system, adulteration, and theratesof over- cluding the Red Cross and Red humane and effective drug poli-
“ A work of art doesn't exist outside the perception of the audience. WITHNO while sending millions to prisonfor ~ dose deaths are on the rise. Crescent Societies, which have cies.” Ending the stigma and dis-
ABBAS KIAROSTAMI WINNERS. THE  non-violent offences. In 2020, US Nowadays, the futility and de- been working for decades to ad-  crimination faced by people who use

ONLY WAY OUT IS law enforcement recorded more  structiveness of the war ondrugs dress the health consequences of  drugs is thus vital to progress.

than 1.1 million drug arrests, the is well established and widely ac-  drug abuse and the war on drugs, By fostering a more accurate,
WORDSWORTH TO EMBRACE A  majority for simple possession.  knowledged, with experts, public  have long advocated such an ap-  nuanced, and holistic understanding
Non-white people have been dis-  officials, and civil-society organi- proach. In 2005, the Italian Red of drugs and drug use among the
] Waywiser NEW APPROACH proport.iorllately affected, despite sg’gions Worldw.ide revisingtheirpo-  Cross, the International Council public-including, crucially; health-
FOCUSED ON having similar rates of druguseand sitions. A growing number of coun-  on Security and Development,and  care professionals —education cam-
t consists of a wheel at the end of a handle, with a counter to measure sales as white people. Globally, tries are moving to implement the Rome-based Fondazione Villa  paigns can go along way toward ad-
the number of turns the wheel makes. It's a quick way of measuring a SAVING |.|VES, around one infive people inprison ~ drug-policy reforms. In October, Maraini came together toadvance  vancing this goal. The war on
distance and has been known in various forms since antiquity — the ALLEVIATING are serving sentences principally =~ US President Joe Biden pardoned  a framework for dialogue and co-  drugs is a fight with no winners. The
Roman architect and military engineer Vitruvius described one in detail in tied to drug-related offences. thousands of people whohadbeen  operation on the developmentand only way out is to embrace a new
the first century BCE. To name it, British surveyors of the seventeenth SUFFERING AND Moreover, the war ondrugshas  convicted on federal charges of implementation of humane and approach focused on saving lives,
century borrowed a German word, Wegweiser, meaning literally precluded effective regulation of marijuana possession since the effective drug policies. The set of alleviating suffering, and main-
something that shows the way, a signpost, but changed its sense. MAINTAINING drugproduction and distribution. ~ war on drugs began. principles this effort produced — taining human dignity. Nobody’s
Waywiser was also given to what we now call a pedometer, which HUMAN DIGNITY This makes it easier for minors to While these stepsareundoubtedly the Rome Consensus for a human rights, whether they use

measures distances by counting the number of steps a person takes. access prohibited substances,and ~ welcome, they arejust thebeginning. Humanitarian Drug Policy - was  drugs or not, should be in doubt.

Today the road version is usually given the trivially accurate name of
surveyor’s wheel. It has had others — clickwheel, trundle wheel,
cyclometer (on a bike) and odometer (sometimes hodometer) — though
this last one turns up today more often for the closely related device in
your car that indicates how far you’ve driven. In earlier times there was
yet another name for it: perambulator. This has only a limited connection
with the carriage for conveying babies. The waywiser sense derives from
the old meaning of perambulator for somebody who walks about for

generates exorbitant profits for the
criminal organisations that ter-
rorise local communities. The war
on drugs is a boon for corruption

Inject transparency

Reforming international models
for drug control and undoing some
of the damage of the war on drugs
will require a humanitarian ap-

signed by 121 National Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies.

In 2020, the Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies - together with

Passport to states

The writer is co-founder and
CEO of the Knowmad Institut.
©PROJECT SYNDICATE
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Sir, The BCCI has done well to reconstitute the five-member senior
national men’s cricket selection committee. India’s poor T20 record
in recent times, and the public outcry after the manner in which India
was crushed by England in the semis meant the knives were out for
the selectors. It is not clear whether the Cricket Advisory Committee
(CAC) that selects the selection committee had indeed reviewed the
performance of the selectors after the Asia cup debacle. As of now,
anational senior selector should have played seven test matches or
30 first class matches or 10 one day internationals and 20 first class
matches. Whether or not the above criteria need to be modified is a
subject of conjecture. However, the selection panel should be well bal-
anced; former batsmen as well as bowlers should find their way into
the committee in a fair proportion. Responsibility should be thrust
upon the selectors; terms of the selectors should hinge on the on-field
performance of the players. Without injecting transparency and ac-
countability into the selection committee, its proceedings will tend
to become the favourite pastime of former cricketers.

leisure. In the seventeenth century a perambulator was a person who
carried out a formal circuit on foot to record the boundaries of an area (a
perambulation), hence a type of surveyor. The term later shifted from the
person to the measuring device or pedometer he used.
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Will you marry me?  ° ( = about an hour of

_/ trying to remember to

~“"no avail, he got on the
telephone and gave her a call.
Embarrassed, he admitted that he
didn’t remember her answer to the
marriage proposal. “Oh”, she said,
“I'm so glad you called. | remembered
saying ‘yes’ to someone, but | couldn’t
remember who it was.”

Sir; In a historic event the Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR)
inked one-of-a-kind Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
November 11, 2022, with 23 states to strengthen and promote cul-
tural diplomacy abroad. The objective is to make the partnership
between the state and ICCR more meaningful, bringing in active
involvement and institutionalising the same. The collaboration with
states would lead to more resources both financially and socially.
It will help states to boost their culture, tourism, economy and ed-
ucation while facilitating the organisation in fulfilling its mandate
of cultural exchanges with foreign countries. The state government
will be able to send its focal troops abroad to spread the local cul-
tures. States can now showcase their traditional art and artists to
create awareness about rapidly declining art forms of each state
and bring less- talked-about areas such as regional literature and
textiles to a larger platform. The initiative will help take the global
community and international culture to the states of India and act
as a gateway to Indian states.

etters

n elderly widow and widower

were dating for about five years.
The man finally decided to ask her to
marry. She immediately said “yes”.
The next morning when he awoke, he
couldn’t remember what her answer
was! “Was she happy? | think so, wait,
no, she looked at me funny...” After
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words). Contributors are

requested to send their #

contact numbers and full 'l,/
postal address/email ID. They may also
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Orissa

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate, .
Bhubaneswar-751010 Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA Bhagaban Nayak, BERHAMPUR

crm




}

@

OrissaPOST

SUNDAY | NOVEMBER 20 | 2022 | BHUBANESWAR

national

A
9 4
‘3 A

! | prefer a resolution of
‘ ‘ conflicts as for any problem
there is a solution and we
should arrive at the right solution. We
should be able to keep all actors in the
game together. Therefore | would say
what the Constitution expects - that
the governor has to know the way,
show the way and go the way

NAVLAKHA RELEASED

Gautam Navlakha, an accused in
Elgar Parishad-Maoists links case,
was released from prison Saturday
and taken to a building in Navi
Mumbai where he will be living
under house arrest for a month

C V ANANDA BOSE | WEST BENGAL GOVERNOR . E
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day Ma55|ve searc es over t reat to ourna IStS 43 Ul’t us Overturns
India b PRESS TRUST OF INDIA as Manikandan, is critical.
iﬂdlea1 eﬁg?arr?te — _ . : o The mishap occurred when
afterp PRESS TRUST OF INDIA SRR . 7 . < | Pathanamthitta (Kerala), Nov 44 pilgrims from Vijayawada,
thousands of | fw ) aba -- a Turkey-based terror 19: As many as 43 people in-  were on their way back after of-
freedom fighters laid = Srinagar, Nov 19: In a major crack- Boperative -- and six of his cluding a boy suffered injuries  fering worship at the hill shrine,
down their lives. But 855 down on terror nexus, the Jammu contacts in Jammu and Kashmir are after abus carrying Sabarimala  police said.
the Congress never L s and Kashmir Police Saturday con- suspected to be behind the threats pilgrims from Andhra Pradesh District health officials con-
recognised their sacrifice and taught | ducted massive searches at 12 lo- met with an accidentand over-  firmed that a total of 43 persons
people that only one family helped cations in connection with The Conseq”e"t to th;' Seat:‘:hes' turned near Laha in Kerala's were injured in the accident,
India gain independence Resistance Front, an LeT shadow or- b Sor':t‘? suspects gve e(zn Pathanamthitta district which was suspected to have
SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN | M o ganisation, issuing threats to jour- L%li?iomﬁr e:(}?:g?f?c:glnsigi d Saturday. happened after the driver lost
nalists. a 9, Amongthem, the conditionof  control of the vehicle while ne-
The early morning searches were the eight-year-old boy, identified  gotiating a curve in the route.
Itis tender conducted in Srinagar, Anantnag and reporters based in Kashmir.
transfer an' d and Kulgam districts of the Valley. The TRF had issued the threat to
timepass The premises where the searches - afew media houses in the Valley for ZONAL OFFICE: BHUBANESW‘.‘H ZONE
There is dictatorshi were conducted included residences  terrorists of LeT/TRF and other  sional police officer (SDPO) con-  their "traitorous acts" and "nexus Star House, 1/1D, Jayadev Vihar,
€re IS dictatorship ; : : ; ; - : : . : . S % st e Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-751015,
and autocracy in the of several journalists as well as  suspects were raided in Srinagar,  cerned, the officials said. Theraids ~ with the fascist Indian regime". Bank of India B I Tel: 0674-2362251/2362246
BMC and official some suspects, they said, adding  Anantnag and Kulgam districts  were supervised by Superintendent ~ Following the threat, several jour- oo B - .
and officials are % N . y . A E-mail: zo.bhubaneswar@bankofindia.co.in
working under that some suspects were questioned  early morning. of Police (South city) Lakshya  nalists had resigned from local pub-
pressure as well. Baba--a Turkey-based terror op- ~ Sharma, they added. lications. TENDER NOTICE FOR SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF
The police had on November 12  erative -- and six of his contacts in Consequent to the searches, some Baba (55) used to work for vari- AIR-CONDITIONERS IN PROPOSED NBG-ODISHA OFFICE
AADITYA THACKERAY | SHIV SENA (UDDHAV . o . - .
filed a case against militantsandhan- ~ Jammu and Kashmir are suspected ~ suspects have been broughtforex-  ous newspapers in Kashmir. He AT NAYAPALLI, BHUBANESWAR
BALASAHEB THACKERAY) LEADER . . h . . . y . . ’
dlers belonging to the Lashkar-e-  to be behind the threats. amination and questioning, theof-  was a resident of Srinagar in the Detailed notification iriviing offeré 1o P i Manutact y
Taiba (LeT) and The Resistance The officials said police teams  ficials said. 1990s and is believed to have es- De al' ngo ! t|ca 'ton '":;' ml_go s _r°.';" tmsdpec 'Vg Iar_';ac urers
Front (TRF), a shadow organisa-  have seized mobile phones, laptops, A case under section 13 of  caped to Turkey, an intelligence PRy oacIoin caaNild I SfNal Beds. ant ohgine a8 por
The young boys 1 7F==gm tion of LeT, for issuing threatstojour- ~ memory cards, pen drivesand other ~ Unlawful Activities (Prevention)  dossier said. Baba, who often visits Bank's requirement for supply and installation of Air-conditioners
‘ and girls of | nalists in Kashmir. digital devices, documents, bank  Act, and sections 124A, 153B, 505  Pakistan, has emerged as a mas- in propased NBG-Odisha Office at Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar is
Kerala are Morek "Police today conducted simul-  papers, rubber stamps, passports,  and 506 of IPC has already been  termind responsible for grooming available in our website www.bankofindia.co.in. Prescribed
going to various .‘» & | taneoussearchesat12locationsin  papers, cash and some Saudi cur-  registered at Shergari police sta-  youngsters in the Valley to join the format for submission of offer may be obtained up to 2.00 PM of
statesand foreign = %0 | connection with therecent threatis-  rency. tion here against handlers, active ~ TRE, the dossier said. 24.11.2022 from our office at above address by paying
countries looking for \D0¢ | | suedtojournalists of the Valley"said Each search team, comprising  terrorists and OGWs (over ground Baba has built a network of in- Rs. 1,000/- (Application Fees). Alternatively, the format can be
jobs and here the U anofficial. four to five members, was led by ~ workers) of LeT and TRF foronline  formers in the journalist community downloaded from website. Last date for submission of offer is up
public money is being spent on these They said the houses of fugitives  an inspector/sub-inspector rank  publication and disseminationof di-  and used their inputs to prepare a 10 5.00 PM, 24.11.2022 at Zonal Office, Bhubaneswar Zone.
people who are party cadre like Sajjad Gul, Mukhtar Baba, all  officer monitored by the sub-divi-  rect threat letters to journalists  list of scribes to threaten, it said. Zonal Manager
ARIF MOHAMMED KHAN | KERALA GOVERNOR
4 held for gangrape of EEELEEITIE: TNE ENGNEER,RURAL WORKS D
SHORT TAKES 2angrap _ OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS DIVISION - I, BALASORE
e-Procurement Notice for Road Works
. Arun Goel o o CBI fl |es Charge Sheet Bid Identification No. e-procurement Notice No. 06/EERW-II/BLS/2022-23
model In moving car i e
H 2. Total No. of Work : 29 Nos.
app0|nted as Ec agal nSt eX-ChaI rm an 3. Eitiamatoel:lo()ostr * o As s::ciﬁed in column 3 of Annexure
. 4.  Class of Contractor . As specified in column 4 of Annexure
New Delhi: Arun Goel, a 1985 i 2 - 5. Time of Completion : As specified in column 5 of Annexure
batch IAS officer of the Punjab 5 . . PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 6. Costof Tender Paper through online  : As specified in column 6 of Annexure
cadre who took voluntary [ Bid A ;-|:§-f§r [:TrZ:de Last date & ime |  Date & Time of Opening of
. H 3 . 3 | Val Nty o r m | pening
Letlrement_frorg Friday, Ihas_ Ne‘ﬁ’ Delhl}’l N?V 19-' T{l(z CBI Sagg(éay filed Procurement Officer |ldentification|  Online for Bidding of seeking tender Tender in Ofo. Executive )
een appointed as an Election a charge sheet against former AbG group No. From To clarification | Engineer, R.W. Divn.-Il, Balasore||
Commissioner (EC). He was to chairman Rishi Agarwal and other individu- 1 2 3 4 5 5 \
retire on December 31, 2022 alsand entities in connection with the alleged Executive Engineer, | o o6 of| 23.11.2022 | 30.11.2022 |  29.11.2022 01.12.2022
after completing 60 years of Rs 22,842-crore bank fraud in the ABG Shipyard RW. Division-ll, | ™ 5055 23 | at 5.00 PM. |upto 5.00 PM.| upto 4.00 PM. at 11.00 AM.
age. Once he joins his new Ltd, officials said Saturday. Fun'Hé'? :el?::lzrian be seen from the website www.tend gov.in
responsibility, Goel would be In its charge sheet filed before the special OIPR-25052/11/0010/2223 ’ " 8d./- Executive Engineer, R.W. Divigion-ll, Balasore
'er:;gl?ot]oc%‘ﬁ:ﬁs";?é‘;g‘g{er CBI court here, the agency has named as ac-
. . cused Agarwal and five individuals and 19 -
:jncuTbe?ft_ Ra_quKLt:)mar 205, | PRESS TRUST OF INDIA The police commissioner, who  companies including three Singapore-based GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
Hin\:\;ilsl %ir']cgég Kin:iarlgn 0 spoke to reporters here, said there  firms, they said. OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
Electi OA Commissioner Anup Kochi, Nov 19: Kerala police ~wasan element of trafficking also "It was found during investigation that the RURAL WORKS DIVISION, DHARMAGARH
Chandra Pandey on the poll Saturday said they haverecorded involved in the incident."Thereis  accused conspired with others & got incor- Tel.: 06672242823, Email: rw_dharmagarh@yahoo.com
panel. There was a vacancy in the arrest of four people, includ- an element of trafficking in this.  porated several entities both within India and BID IDENTIFICATION NO. DMGH/ Online-08 OF 2022-23 Date: 16.11.2022
the EC following the ing a woman, in connection with ~ Section 370 involving anti-human  outside India with the help of his employees “a” PROCUREMENT NOTICE
retirement of Sushil Chandra the alleged gangrape of a 19-year  traffickinghasalsobeenaddedin  and C.()ntmuouSly kept Hon diverting and si- No.0-1280:- Bid documents consisting of Work, Estimate cost, Cost of tender paper, Bid security, Time
as CEC in May this year. Old; mo‘_191 in a moving car, theFIRasapersonhasbeenmoved  phoningoff bank funds,"a CBI spokesperson of completion, Class of contractor and the set of terms and conditions of contract and other necessary
police said. from one place to another for this  said in a statement. documents can be seen in Govt. website i.e. i in.
--------------------------------------- Three men, natives of purpose,"the police said. The charge sheet has alleged the accused 1. Name of the work: Bridge works in the District of Kalahandi as mentioned in DTCN. 2. Total No. of works:
m Two sisters Kodungallur, allegedly sexually They said they have added vari-  siphoned off huge amount of bank and busi- 02 Nos. 3. Estimated cost: Rs.33.63 lakhs. 4. Period of completion: 03 calendar months. 5. Other details: | -
. assaulted the teen, hailing from ousprovisionsincludingsectionsfor ~ ness funds of the ABG Shipyard and created Availability of tender online for bidding Last date & time seeking tender Date & time of opening ~
kldnapped, raped Kasaragod, in their vehicle on  criminal conspiracy, rape andkid-  large number of personal assets in the form From To clarification of tender
Guna: Two minor sist Thursday night, city police com- napping, among others. The vic-  of immovable properties including luxuri- ‘ 21'01 L'gofnznat 05'1526%0|§id”p'° 03:42.2022 tipfo 5,00 P.M. 06.42.2002 &t T1.ODAM,
una: Two minor sisters were ‘o 1 aai ; : ; i 00 A.M. 00 P.M.
allegedly kidnapped and raped missioner C HNagaraju said. The 'glm, whp was syay}ng atKakkanad ous ﬂats, multl-storeyqd buildings and lands Furhar datails car b 55en front 1he Webe s W on e
in Madhya Pradesh's Guna police said the accused woman, inthecity wasinvitedtoaDJparty  (having present value in crores). Sd.I- Executive Engineer, Rural Works Division, Dharmagarh
district. police said Saturda who is a known person to the vic- by her friend, a Rajasthani woman, OIPR-25100/11/0008/2223
The p ol,i ge have apprehend g d tim, hails from Rajasthan and also  and was introduced to the men, po-
works as a model here. lice had said on Friday after taking
m:ng Ltge;na:rcggfghgrgi(ge Police said they have arrested the accused into custody. The ac- STATE BAN K 0 F I N D IA E_ A cti on
that took place at a village on Vivek, Sudhi and Nithin and said  cused took the model in their vehicle STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH (SARB), u
the intervening night of they were investigating into the after she got drunk at a bar and al- Plot No.: 778, 1st Floor, Maharshi College Road, Sahid Nagar, -
November 10 and 11, an background of the accused and  legedly gangraped her on Thursday, Bhubaneswar-751007, Ph. No.: 0674-2549663, 2549621, sale Notlce
official said. | produce them before court tonight.  the police said. Fax No.: 0674-2549713, E-mail ID: sbi.05174@sbi.co.in
SALE OF IMMOVABLE/MOVABLE ASSETS CHARGED TO BANK UNDER SECURITISATION AND
RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002.
- The undersigned as Authorized Officer of State Bank of India has taken over Possession of the following property/ies u/s 13(4) of
} Bank of India POSSESSION NOTICE the SARFAESI Act. Public at large is informed that e-auction (under SARFAESI Act, 2002) of the charged property/ies in the below
¥ 3w 2 Zonal Office, Star House, 1/1-D, [Rule-8(1)] of Security Interest mer}ticned cases for realisation of Bank's due_s_will be heIItI;l on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and “WHATEVER THERE I1S”
Bank of India BOI Nayapalli, Jayadev Vihar, Bhubaneswar - 15 (Enforcement) Rules - 2002 basis on 22.12.2022 and on the terms & conditions specified hereunder.
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Bank of India under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Date & Time of E-Auction: 22.12.2022 from 10.30 A.M. to 12.30 P.M. (FOI‘ Lot No. 1) and
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule from 1.00 P.M. to 3.00 P.M. (For Lot No. 2) with unlimited extensions of 10 minutes each.
3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice calling upon the Borrowers in the loan Account given below Name & Address of Outstanding dues for | Reserve Price
to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice plus interest within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. The Borrowers having | | §l. Property Details & Name of the recovery of which
Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) / perty ry T —
failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers and the Public in general that the undersigned has taken | |No| Frow H owner of the property/Nature propertylies isfare being | BID Increment
Legal Heirs of D d Guarant propeity, :
POSSESSION of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Sub-Section (4) of Section 13 of egal Heirs of Deceased Guarantor sold / Demand Notice date Amount
the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The Borrowers in particular and the public in general are | | 1.|Borrower: M/s. Ganapati Cashew Industries, |Lot-1: (i) Land & Building at Mouza/
hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealing_s with the property will be subject to the charge of th:e Ba_mi_t of India, Prop.: Mr. P. Rajesh Kumar, At: Bentaguda, | Tahasil/P.S.: Kotpad, Dist.: Koraput, Khata
Ragt}u'nathpur Branch_for an amo_unt mentioned be_low plus mtergst & expenses thereon. The Borrowers attention is invited to P.0.: Kotpad, Dist.: Koraput-764058 /|No.: 555/1157, Plot No.: 850/1558/2093, %1,38,67,274/-
provisions of Sub-Section (8) Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the Secured Assets. Guarantor: Late P. Gopal Rao, Legal Heir of | Area: Ac.2.20dec., Kissam: Gharabari,| including interest
o Date of Demand| et Late P. Gopal Rao: 1) Mr. P. Dillip Kumar, S/o-|stands in the name of M/s. Ganapati| up to 08.09.2022 | %5,34,43,000/-
N dAd%RANc?tL B Llabllltlestl_jue Notice / Date of | Descru;tllog of the Late P. Gopal Rao, 2) Mr. P. Rajesh Kumar, | Cashew Industries, (ii) Land & Building |with further interest &
ame and Address of the Dorrowers as pernoticé | possession avaie Froperty || |Slo-Late P. Gopal Rao, 3) Mrs. P. Aliveni, All [at Mouza/Tahasil/P.S.: Kotpad, Dist.: | incidental expenses, | 32544300
RAGHUNATHPUR BRANCH 7 36,73,861.64 21.06.2022 All that part and parcel of the land consisting are At: Soura Street, Kotpad, PO: Kotpad, Dist. | Koraput, Khata No.: 556/633, Plot No.: 850/ .o chargesetc. | 1,00,000/-
Borrowers: (1) M/s. Uplamma Trading, Prop.: Mr.| 4 on 21.06.2022 + Ub. of Plot No. 495/3052 / in survey No. Ko_raput-?64058, 4) Mrs. K. Purnl!'na, Wio- K. 1558!2093!24?5_. Area: _Ac,O,SOdec,, / Ll
Rashkachula Veera Venkata Seshadri, At: Shop tarass & e’; e ! 771/557, Area: Ac. 0.080 dec. i.e. 3484.80 S_(lnlvas Rao, 100 F_eet Rm_g Road, | Kissam: Gharabari, stands m’the name of 14.12.2021
No.: 4 & 5, Nayabazar, Rourkela, Dist: Sundargarh, p 15.11.2022 |Saft., Kissam: Gharabari at Mouza: Vijayanagaram, 20-20-1, Virgo Classic Avenue, |Mr. P. Rajesh Kumar, (iii) Plant & - le
PIN-769001, (2) Mr. Rashkachula Veera Venkata thereon Chandama, P.S.. Korai, SRO/Tahasil: Krishnarajpuram, Vijayanagaram, Andhra|Machinery of M/s Ganapati Cashew
Seshadri, Address 1: At: Plot No.: 1008, IRC,|Vyasanagar, Dist: Jajpur, standing in the name of Mr. Rashkachula Veera Pradesh-535001 Industries situated at Kotpad.
Village, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-751015,|Venkata Seshadri, bounded by North: Govt. Road. _South: 25 links wide road for Lot-2: ¥1,25,74,000/-
Address-2: At: Rudra Vihar, Hanspal, Bhubaneswar |vendor & vendee, East: Plot No. 495, West: 25 links wn.:ie road for vendor&vende-e | (i) Plant & Machinery of M/s Ganapati Cashew Industries situated at Kotpad., ¥12,57,400/-
Date: 16.11.2022, Place: Bhubaneswar Sd/- Authorised Officer, Bank of India %1,00,000/-
(ii) Land & Building at Mouza/Tahasil/P.S.: Borigumma, Dist.: Koraput, Khata No.: 372/3493, Plot No.: 810/4234, 2228 f; 1?;)[3_‘
F APPENDIX - IV [Rule-8(1)] Area: Ac.0.04dec., Kissam: Gharabari, in the name of P. Gopal Rao. e
— - At: Shyam Arcade, Khetrajpur, Note: Keeping in the view of totals dues of ¥1,38,67,274/- as on date, we propose for auction as above. In case Lot-1 success,
S ALLAHABAD Sambalpur - 768003 (for Immovable property) there is no auction for Lot-2 and similarly in case Lot-1 fails, there will be Auction for Lot-2 as proposed.
& W‘lh‘:rea?- lhg EnserSigne? bfeéng th{? ?Lt“horitsﬁgt %%igsf OL Indian _Bankf under the ?ecu‘;itisaéionsanlq HE:%?:‘;)"U“:?“ ?r: Date & Time of E-Auction: 22.12.2022 from from 1.00 P.M. to 3.00 P.M.
inancial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, and in exercise of powers conferred under Section read wi : P : :
Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a Demand Notice calling upon the Borrower/Guarantor to repay S W.Ilh unlimited extensions of 10 minutes each.
the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. 2.|Borrower: M/s. Shreetex Commercial Pvt. Ltd., [All that part and parcel of the property : 139.’91 ',65”'
The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the following Borrower/Guarantor and the Represeented through Its Managing Director: |consising of Land and Bullding siuated at| - including interest
i1 el g el hp 5’; i ; yfgth i 'bgd e et | e ot Arun Kumar Kar, S/o- Late Anukal Kar,|Dist.: Sundargarh, Tahasil: Rourkela, P.S.:[ upto 09.11.2022 [ ¥1,47,83,000/-
pDlic:in gefnerad 2l % emun er(s:sllgne 185 1% in fyhm 5 !g AO{SSE.;SIQHhOH I eap;oge fyh esc% g | ereT:]n E‘?OW - ?éermseto Directors: 1) Mrs. Saraswati Panda, W/o-|Rourkela, Mouza: Rourkela Town, Unit No. |with further interest &7 =0
powers conferred on him/her under section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule of the said Rules. The Borrower/Guarantor Baikuntheswar Panda, 2) Mrs. Yeshashree|27, Jhiripani, Khata No.: 171/635, Plot No.: | incidental expenses, s OB
in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will Panda, W/o- Ayesh Kanta Bastia, All are at Plot|211/1281, Area: Ac.0.055dec., Kissam:| costs, charges etc. 21.00.000/-
be subject to tr_1e charge of the Indian Bank for an amount mentioned herein below with interest & other expenses thereon. No.: 1330/6429, Palasuni, GGP Colony,|Gharabari, standing in the name of Arun / Lt
:h:q:;r;o::er esd::;n:ﬁnsi:cinr:ge:s:; tgrovlsions of Sub-section (8) of the section 13 of the Act, in respect of time Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar-751025 Kumar Kar. 27.01.2020
val s I u . - r = r
Date & Time of inspection of the properties: 16.12.2022 between 11.00 AM to 04.00 PM
CHATUANKA BRANCH / Name & | Amount Payable |Date of Demand Description of the
ason / Possession STATUTORY 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE TO BORROWER/GUARANTORS FOR SALE UNDER
Address of Borrower/Guarantor specified date Notice Immovable Property RULE 8(6) & 9(1) AS PER SARFAESI ACT 2002
Eorro:nr;{: I_ll‘-"lr. Rﬂanish lA%ra\nl!(al, Si’g-l Srif ¥40,21,701.18 | 55 ne 5022 m' that part ?nsd %JE:(FCH 0; !i(aln% andABuiidinglg rggord?_d tin For detailed Terms & Conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in the State Bank of India, Secured Creditor Website: E
amal Kishor Agrawal, At: Kantabaniji, as on s e name of Sri Kamal Kishor Agrawal, S/o.: Late : : . i o e IanLnaAk L I i
PO.: Kantabanji, Dist.: Bolangir - 767039/| 27.06.2022 / Jayanarayan Agrawal, bearing Khata No.: 227/237, Plot www.sbi.co.in, hﬂp;.[fbaqk.*_sbﬂweb!sb: in-the-news/auction-notices/sarfaesi-and .Othe.r.s’ htl;:!s.ﬂlbapl.lrl
Guarantor: Mr. Kamal Kishor Agrawal,| +interest&cost | 16.11.2022 |No.: 777/1164, Area: Ac.0.032 Dec., at Mouza: and for auction login into: https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapi/index.jsp
S/o.: Late Jayanarayan Agrawal, At: thereon Kantabanji (Ka), Tahasil: Kantabanji, PS.: Kantabaniji, | | For further details and any query please contact : Sri Suresh Chandra Panda (Authorised Officer): Mob.: 9810562803,
ggir;tr]alj)rafnjj{h?g:%: Kantabanji, Dist.: ES\,M Nnc.l:( ?r’n E:is;‘t.: Eﬂ?l?n\%’i‘r, Eo}gr?d;% bszhor:h;vl\JlAC Drain, South: PWD Road, East: CCO: Sri B. Meher, Mob.: 8895333411 -
9 SWAR TATIEE PEPTWER, FTORT: TERIICHANG TXNOWNe Date : 19.11.2022 Sd/-Authorised Officer,
Place: Sambalpur, Date: 19.11.2022 Sd/- Authorised Officer, Indian Bank | |Place : Bhubaneswar State Bank of India
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PEOPLE, POLLS, PROMISES

Gujarat salt pan workers hope for a better future

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, Nov 19: The salt
pan workers in Gujarat, locally
known as agariyas, have to work in
one of the harshest environments
to eke out a living by battling sev-
eral basic issues, and the Congress’s
poll promise of improving their
condition can just give hope for a
better future to members of this
marginalised section of the society.

The agariya families toil away
in remote salt pans in unfavourable
weather conditions of the Little
Rann of Kutch (LRK), located in the
north of Gujarat, for eight months
ayear by staying in makeshift huts
to harvest salt. During this period,
they are virtually cut off from the
mainstream, as they stay 30 to 50
kms away from human habitats.

Over the past few years, the state
government introduced several
schemes for the welfare of the salt
pan workers. But leaders and ac-
tivists from the community feel
these programmes have not helped
the agariyas much and their con-
dition has remained largely un-
changed as they still have to fight
for their basic rights, including
health care and education.

They now hope that whichever
party comes to power in Gujarat
after the next month’s Assembly
elections, takes steps for improv-
ing their living conditions. The
opposition Congress has promi-
nently mentioned agariyas in its poll
manifesto and has promised to
make their lives better if it comes
to power in the state, while the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
assures to bring more funds for
the uplift of the community:.

As part of his poll campaign in
. Gujarat for the 2014 general elec-
/"tions, Congress leader Rahul

water because government-hired
tankers fail to cover all the families
in time. Even the buses being used
as classrooms are just for show be-
cause one teacher can’t teach all the
students of Class 1to8atonce,” said

Guijarat is the largest salt maker state of India and accounts
for more than 75 per cent of the total output of this essential
kitchen ingredient
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Bulldozing of houses
in name of probe not
given under law: HC

Chief Justice of Gauhati HC equates the bulldozing
of the houses to an act in a ‘gang war’

Gandhi had interacted with salt
pan workers of Gujarat to under-
stand their problems.

Since then, several government
schemes were introduced for the
welfare of the community, including
80 per cent subsidy on buying solar-
powered pumps and permanent
deployment of modified buses,
which were discarded by the state
transport department, to be used
as classrooms in the desert.

In 2017, the Gujarat government
came up with a scheme wherein
solar-powered pumps were given at
80 per cent subsidised rate. On an
average, one horsepower pump of
Rs 1 lakh would cost agariyas Rs
20,000. This scheme brought many
agariyas out of debt and extreme
poverty as they saved fuel cost,
which was nearly 70 per cent of

Last year, nearly 41 lakh
metric tonnes of salt was

part of it falls in
- Surendranagar district

produced in the Little Rann of years back, which added to
Kutch (LRK), a desert spread the woes of these traditional
across 5,000 sq km and major workers as they became

The LRK was declared as a
Wild Ass Sanctuary nearly 50

more vulnerable in the
absence of any land deeds

the total production cost, said ac-
tivist Harinesh Pandya, who is
president of NGO ‘Agariya Hit
Rakshak Manch’.

To quench the thirst of salt pan
workers, water tankers are sent
inside the desert by the govern-
ment, he said, adding that med-
ical van having a doctor and a
nurse also visit designated spots.

Old and discarded buses were
modified into smart classrooms
and deployed permanently inside
the desert at 43 locations to provide
education to children from the
community studying in Class 1 to
8. Government teachers are sent
daily from the villages to take
classes and even exams for eight
months, said Pandya.

During four months of mon-
soon starting June, agariyas stay

Arunachal gets Ist greenﬁeld airport

The 600 MW Kameng
hydropower project in
Arunachal’s West Kameng
district was also dedicated
to the nation by the PM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, Nov 19: Amidst chant-
ingof incantations by tribal priests,
the spanking new Donyi Polo
Airport, the first greenfield facil-
ity in Arunachal Pradesh, was in-
augurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Saturday.

The airport located at Hollongi,
around 15 km from state capital
Itanagar, will link the border state
to other Indian cities with com-
mercial flights as well as other
parts of Arunachal Pradesh
through helicopter services.

Modi asked political commen-
tators to stop seeing everything
through the prism of politics.

The airport’s foundation stone

was laid by Modi in February 2019.

“Political commentators had
claimed (in 2019) that the laying of
the foundation stone for the airport
was an election gimmick. But today
when there are no elections due,
we are launching this airport. This
airport is a slap on their face,” the
prime minister said in his address.

He also highlighted the govern-
ment’s efforts to develop all border
villages under the Vibrant Border
Village Programme which will give
aboost to tourism and reduce mi-
gration in the region.

Earlier, hamlets in border areas
were considered the “last village”
but now they are considered the
“first village” he said.

For long, Northeast was neg-
lected while today, the region gets
top priority when it comes to de-
velopment, be it tourism or trade,
telecom or textiles, he said.

Seven airports were built in the
Northeast in the last eight years,
he said. “Policy makers earlier
only wanted to win elections while
we only work for the development

Manipur set to host Femina
Miss India '23 Grand Finale

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, Nov 19: The Manipur
government has signed a part-
nership agreement with the Times
group to host the 59th edition of the
grand finale of Femina Miss India
2023 in April next year.

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren
Singh and Vineet Jain, managing
director of Times group were pres-
ent at the partnership agreement
signing event.

This is the first time that the
prestigious competition is going
to be held in the North East and re-
flects the growing interest in the re-
gion especially by investors in
Manipur, the chief minister said
Thursday after the signing of the
agreement at the CM Bungalow.

The agreement was signed be-
tween the Department of Tourism
} of Government of Manipur and
Miss India organisers.

It shows the growing confidence

in the state regarding security sce-
nario and opportunities for in-
vestment, Singh said.

The main purpose of this agree-
ment is to celebrate the diverse
and inclusive Indian culture and to
inspire and empower the local
youths by welcoming the best of
India talents, and provide an op-
portunity to showcase the state’s
rich cultural heritage, the chief
minister added.

of the nation,” Modi said.

Modi also dedicated to the nation
the 600 MW Kameng hydropower
project in the northeastern state’s
West Kameng district.

The Kameng hydropower proj-
ect has been developed at a cost of
more than Rs 8,450 crore in an area
spread over more than 80 sq km.

It is expected to make Arunachal
Pradesh a power-surplus state and
benefit the national grid in terms
of stability and integration.

He said the central government
is going to spend Rs 50,000 crore in
the near future for the infrastruc-
tural development of Arunachal
Pradesh.

“Connectivity and energy in-
frastructure will bring a new dawn
of development for the northeast-
ern region,” Modi said.

He stressed the need for proper
connectivity to remote areas of
the state and said that 85 per cent
of villages in the hill state are
linked with Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojna.

The development of the new air-
port will create huge opportuni-
ties in the field of cargo services.
Asaresult, farmers of the state can
now sell their produce to bigger
markets, he said.

He said the farmers are reap-
ing the benefits of PM Kisan Nidhi
in the state.

“We are working on mission
mode to carry the development
forward to every house and vil-
lage in the state,” the PM said.

in their villages located on the pe-
riphery of the desert. Eighty per
cent of the salt pan workers be-
long to the ‘Chuvaliya Koli’ com-
munity, a de-notified tribe (DNT).
According to Pandya, nearly
10,000 agariya families, comprising
nearly 40,000 members, are in-
volved in salt harvesting in the
LRK. Most of these families be-
long to Patdi and Dhrangadhra
talukas of Surendranagar district,
while others belong to Banaskantha,
Patan, Morbi and Kutch district.
However, leaders from the com-
munity feel that despite the intro-
duction of various schemes over the
years, the salt pan workers’ con-
dition has not improved much.
“Health van service isnot at all
regular and does not cover each
spot. We still face acute shortage of

Chakuji Thakor, an agariya leader.
Since LRK is a sanctuary and the
government has stopped giving us
theland on lease long back, banks
do not give us loans because we
don’t have the leased land to show.
Asaresult, we have to sell our har-
vest in advance at a lower price to
those who lend us capital to start
our work every year, he added.

Thakor said that the members of
the community feel that after the
next month’s Gujarat elections
their condition will change posi-
tively and they will not have to
fight for basic issues any more, ir-
respective of which party comes to
power.

Kharaghoda-based activist
Ambubhai Patel said the salt pan
workers do not have any legal back-
ing because the area where they har-
vest salt is a protected sanctuary
and the government has stopped is-
suing leases many years ago.

In its manifesto for the upcom-
ing Assembly polls, the Congress
has promised that the party, if
voted to power, will extend benefits
of all the schemes meant for the un-
organised workers to agariyas.

Other promises include RO
kiosks for providing drinking water
to salt-pan workers in the desert and
Rs51akh accident insurance cover
and free treatment up to Rs 10 lakh
at any government hospital.

BJP’s candidate for Dhrangadhra
seat, Prakash Varmora, said he
will try to get maximum funds
from various sources for the over-
all uplift of salt pan workers and
their families.
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Guwahati, Nov 19: The Gauhati
High Court has stressed that bull-
dozing of a house is not provided
under any criminal law, even if an
agency is investigating a very se-
rious matter.

Chief Justice RM Chhaya made
this observation while hearing a
suo motu case taken up by the
high court regarding the demoli-
tion of the house of an accused in
an arson case in Nagaon
district of Assam.

The Batadrava
Police Station was
set on fire May 21
by a mob follow-

Tomorrow
if you need

something, you will dig
up my courtroom. Nobody
will be safe if pulling down

“Nobody will be safe if pulling
down anyone’s house is permit-
ted in the name of an investiga-
tion. We are in a democratic
set-up,” he added.
Pointing out that
one 0.9 mm pistol
was recovered by
demolishing the

ing the alleged| anyone’s house is permitted in |house, as sub-

custodial death
of alocal fish
trader, Safikul

the name of an investigation.
We are in a democratic

mitted in the
government af-
fidavit; Chief

Islam (39), who was set-up Justice Chayya
picked up by police RM °::S::T|I ‘:;'EF JUSTICE, also raised appre-
the night before. hension that it could

A day later, the
district authorities had demolished
at least six houses, including Islam’s,
using a bulldozer purportedly in
search of weapons and drugs hid-
den beneath the structures.

Even if a very serious matter
is being investigated by an agency,
bulldozing of a house is not pro-
vided under any criminal law,
Justice Chhaya observed.

Emphasising that it requires
permission to even search a house,
he said, “Tomorrow if you need
something, you will dig up my
courtroom.”

TRIBAL TOUCH: Cultural activists of Garo tribe take part in Congress’ ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra-Assam’, in Guwahati

have been planted.

He maintained that incidents
of such bulldozing of houses
are done in movies, and even in
those, the search warrant is
shown before the act.

The chief justice equated the
bulldozing of the houses to an act
in a ‘gang war’ and asked the Home
department to find better ways of
carrying out their investigation.

There is a purpose why ‘law and
order’ words are used together. . .this
is not the manner in which law
and order is controlled, he saidin -
his observation Thursday.
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Rare stamps, FDCs on display at Mizopex 2022

Aizawl: Rare British-era stamps with King George V’s images and first day
covers on events associated with Mahatma Gandhi and the golden jubilee
of Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay’s ascent of Mount Everest are
part of an ongoing philatelic exhibition in Aizawl. First day covers (FDCs) on
the birth bicentenary of Louis Braille, stamps on the British royal family,
including the longest reigning British monarch Queen Elizabeth Il, and on
famous Indian cinema icons and others have also been displayed. Philatelic
exhibition Mizopex 2022 is being hosted by India Post at the RB McCabe

Vivek Exp, India’s longest train, to ply twice a week

Guwabhati: The services of the country’s longest train, Vivek Express, that
connects Assam with the southernmost tip of Tamil Nadu will be available
twice a week beginning November 22, a Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR)
said Saturday. Vivek Express, which was flagged off November 19, 2011,
covers a distance of 4,189 km and traverses through nine states in over 80
hours. Train no. 15906 (Dibrugarh - Kanyakumari) Vivek Exp which
previously used to run Saturdays, will now operate additionally every
Tuesday from Nov 22. Train no. 15905 (Kanyakumari - Dibrugarh) which

Hall of the historic Aijal Club in the heart of the capital city of Mizoram.

currently runs only Thursdays, will now be available even Sundays.

Contesting daily wager pays 10K deposit to EC inl coins

Patni was one of the
residents of the slum
which was twice
displaced, first in 2010 for
construction of the Dandi
Kutir museum and then in
2019 so that a hotel can be
constructed on the land

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, Nov 19: A daily wage
worker whose slum colony in
Gujarat capital Gandhinagar was
razed in 2019 to make way for a
hotel, raised Rs 10,000 in Re 1 coins
from his supporters and deposited
that amount with the Election
Commission so that he can contest
the next month’s Assembly polls.
Mahendra Patni, who is fighting
the election from the Gandhinagar
North seat as an independent can-
didate, paid the security deposit

in coins earlier this week.

He said the displaced residents
of 521 huts in a slum near Mahatma
Mandir in Gandhinagar that were
demolished three years ago asked
him to contest the election as their
representative.

Patni was one of the residents
of the slum which was twice dis-
placed, first in 2010 when the gov-

ernment constructed the Dandi
Kutir museum dedicated to
Mahatma Gandhi not far from the
hotel and then in 2019 when slum-
dwellers were again forced to shift
to a nearby area so that the hotel
can be constructed on the land.
“I am contesting as an inde-
pendent. I belong to a family of
labourers and make my living as

adaily wager. There were 521 huts
which were razed to make way for
a big hotel. Many of them were
rendered jobless. We shifted to a
nearby area, but have no water or
electricity supply,” he told PTI.

Aggrieved by the government’s
apathy, the residents of the slums
as well as other daily wagers in
the area collected Rs 10,000 in Re
1 coin and offered the money to
him so that he can pay it as se-
curity deposit to contest the up-
coming election, he said.

“Before being displaced, we had
electricity in our slum. After we
were forced to relocate to another
area near the hotel, there is no
water or electricity and no politi-
cian comes to our aid,” Patni said.

He said the local authorities
were forcing them to leave their cur-
rent place as well.

“When elections are round the
corner, some government repre-
sentatives and politicians visit and
give us some assurance which they
conveniently forget later. This has

been going on since 1990s,” the in-
dependent candidate said.

He said he is being supported
by the people who want just a
few demands fulfilled from the
government.

“If the government fulfils our
demands, then I have no interest
in contesting the election. We want
the government to provide us a
permanent space to live so we do
not have to face another dis-
placement,” he said.

“We also demand from the gov-
ernment to address the issue of
regular harassment that daily wa-
gers are subject to by civic au-
thorities. They seize carts used for
running small business and make
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poor people shell out Rs 2,500-3,000 -

torelease them. This should stop,”
he added.

Patni said there should also be
aBPLlist of slum residents so that
those who are taken by contrac-
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tors for jobs in government offices—

get a permanent job and a proper
salary and middlemen are removed.
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MP govt ensures foolproof
security for Bharat Jodo Yatra
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‘ All the
departments e,
would haveto
work together to /
eradicate the ; ;
menace of drugs. \
Drugs have not only :
become an interstate menace, but
also an international problem
MANOHAR LAL KHATTAR | HARYANA CM
Gujarat
‘ underwent
tremendous
change and became
ariot-free and "top
rated" state under
Narendra Modi's rule
as chief minister and the
successive BJP governments have
continued the good work
ANURAG THAKUR | UNION MINISTER
The students’
‘ learning space -y
must go {
beyond the '&9 = »
classroom. In the age i
of acceleration,
students are not just
the numbers but our future, and they
should reflect the fine balance of
excellent professionals with
empathy, compassion and
mindfulness

MANOJ SINHA I JAMMU AND KASHMIR
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

SHORT TAKES

M Five IEDs seized

Chaibasa: Security
personnel seized five

> Improvised Explosive
Devices (IEDs) planted by
CPI(Maoists) in Jharkhand's
West Singhbhum district, a
police officer said. A massive
operation against ultras by
CRPF and district armed
police was undertaken in the
naxal infested Kolhan area of
West Singhbhum district. In
course of the operation, a
police statement said the
security personnel detected
five IEDs planted by CPI
(Maoists) to target them in
Banki Luia forest on Friday.

......................................

Man duped

Vijayapura: A man was
allegedly duped of over 340
lakh by a woman on the
pretext of marriage in
Vijayapura district of
Karnataka, police said
Saturday. The accused lured
the man by saying that she
has become an IAS officer,
and made him transfer
341,26,800 through multiple
transactions. Victim
Parameshwar Hipparagi, a
resident of Bagaluru village
has lodged a case with the
cyber police.

......................................

M Pak intruder killed

Jammu: A Pakistani intruder
was killed as the Army foiled
an infiltration attempt by
terrorists along the Line of
Control in Rajouri district of
Jammu and Kashmir, a
defence spokesman said
Saturday. The infiltration bid
was scuttled on the
intervening night of November
17 and 18 in Kalal area of
Nowshera sector, he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal, Nov 19: A day after an
anonymous letter threatened bomb
blasts in Indore during the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam Mishra
Saturday said it was the state gov-
ernment's responsibility to pro-
vide security to Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi, who is leading this
foot-march.

The anonymous letter threat-
ened that bomb blasts would be
carried out in that city if the Bharat
Jodo Yatra made a scheduled night
halt at Khalsa Stadium here on
November 28. The letter, which re-
ferred to the 1984 anti-Sikh riots,
also threatened assassinations of
Rahul Gandhi and Madhya Pradesh
Congress chief Kamal Nath.

"The government is responsi-
ble for the foolproof security of
Rahul Gandhi during the Bharat
Jodo Yatra in Madhya Pradesh. I
want to assure them that it is our
commitment as far as providing se-
curity is concerned," Mishra told
reporters in response to a query
about the threat letter.

The minister, however, accused
Kamal Nath of rubbing salt to the
wounds of victims of the 1984 anti-
Sikh riots by going to the Khalsa
Stadium for a function earlier this
month.

"Perhaps Nath does not want

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Nov 19: The
Telangana Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the alleged
attempt to poach TRS MLAs has
summoned BJP national general
secretary B L Santhosh to appear
before it for questioning on
November 21.

In his notice to Santhosh, served
at the BJP's Karnataka head-
quarters at Malleswaram in
Bengaluru, the investigating offi-
cer B Gangadhar cautioned the
BJP leader that failure to appear
_| before the SIT for interrogation
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The anonymous letter threatened
that bomb blasts would be carried out
in that city if the Bharat Jodo Yatra
made a scheduled night halt at Khalsa
Stadium on November 28

1
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i The Indore police had said Friday
i that the anonymous threat letter
: was received at a sweets-snacks
i shop in Juni area of the city

i Thursday evening
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Inclusive development is
essential for a democracy
and it can be achieved

dialogue and deliberation
OM BIRLA | LOK SABHA SPEAKER

Rahul Gandhi's yatra to come to the
state," Mishra said.

The Indore police had said Friday
that the anonymous threat letter was
received at a sweets-snacks shop
in Juni area of the city Thursday
evening. A First Information Report
(FIR) was registered on Friday
under section 507 (criminal in-
timidation by unknown person) of
the Indian Penal Code.

Khalsa Stadium in Indore was in
news earlier this month after there

Indian Air Force’s aerobatic team ‘Sarang’ during ‘Air Fest 2022’ in Nagpur

was a controversy over Nath being
felicitated at a function held there
on the occasion of Guru Nanak
Jayanti on November 8. Kirtan
singer Manpreet Singh Kanpuri
had referred to the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots, regarding which Nath had
faced allegations in the past, and
blasted the organisers for felici-
tating Nath. The BJP has already
announced that if Nath enters the
stadium during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, it will be shown black flags.

The Telangana
government November
9 ordered the setting
up of a seven-member
SIT to probe into

the alleged poaching
of the MLAs

could lead to his arrest as well.
The BJP national general secretary
was not available for comment.
"During the investigation, it is
revealed that there are reason-

able grounds to question you to
ascertain facts and circumstances
from you, in relation to the pres-
ent investigation," the police of-
ficer said in his notice issued on

DALAI LAMA FELICITATED

Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar Saturday
felicitated Tibetan spiritual
leader the Dalai Lama with the
Gandhi Mandela Award at a
ceremony in Dharamshala
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Autorickshaw Y=L R

Cops fail to find
murder weapon

explodes, cops
begin probe

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mangaluru, Nov 19: A moving
autorickshaw exploded here
Saturday, causing fire and heavy
smoke, and the driver and a pas-
senger were among those who sus-
tained burn injuries.

While CCTV visuals from the
location, shared by police, showed
the autorickshaw catching fire fol-
lowing what appeared to be a minor
explosion, a police official, how-
ever, did not confirm if it was a
'blast'.

City police commissioner N
Shashi Kumar rushed to the spot
and told reporters after inspection
that there was 'a fire' in the au-
torickshaw and there is noneed for
panic. He appealed against spread-
ing rumours.

Kumar said fire was noticed by
people in the autorickshaw and
the passenger and driver were
among those who sustained in-
juries and they were rushed to a hos-
pital. When asked whether it was
a blast, he said: "We don't know
anything prima facie."

If he had information, he would
have shared with journalists, the
official said.

"We have called the Special
team and the FSL (Forensic
Science Lab) team to verify the rea-
sons behind the incident. Some
people have got injuries. They
are being treated for burns," the
police commissioner said.

PTIPHOTO

November 16.

The BJP national general sec-
retary (organisation) has been di-
rected not to commit any offence
in future and, no tampering with
the evidences, threatening, in-
ducing or promising anyone ac-
quainted with the fact of the case.

He has also been asked to appear
before the court and join the in-
vestigation as an when required
and cooperate with the investi-
gation. Santhosh has also been
restricted from travelling abroad
without prior permission
of the SIT.

A complaint was lodged by TRS

Election symbols not exclusive property of parties:

THE PETITIONER, IN ITS

APPEAL, SAID THAT THE

SINGLE JUDGE HAD DISMISSED ITS PLEA ON THE

VERY FIRST DATE OF HE

ARING WITHOUT

ISSUING NOTICE TO THE EC, SHIV SENA AND
MAHARASHTRA CHIEF MINISTER EKNATH SHINDE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 19: The Delhi
High Court has held that political
parties cannot consider election
symbols as their "exclusive prop-
erty" and the right to use a sym-
bol can be lost if a party's per-
formance is dismal.

The high court's observation
came while dismissing an appeal
by Samata Party challenging a
single judge's order which had
rejected its plea against allot-
ment of 'flaming torch' election

} symbol to the Uddhav Thackeray
faction of the Shiv Sena.

The appellant party claimed

that the 'flaming torch' symbol
belonged to it and that it had con-
tested elections on it. A bench of
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad also re-
ferred to a previous verdict of
the Supreme Court in
Subramanian Swamy vs. Election
Commission of India case and
said the judgment further stated
that a symbol is not a tangible
thing nor does it generate
any wealth.

"It is only the insignia which is
associated with the particular
political party so as to help the mil-
lions of illiterate voters to prop-

erly exercise their right to fran-
chise in favour of the candidate
of their choice belonging to a
particular party.

The parties concerned cannot
consider the symbol as its exclu-
sive property. The Election
Symbols (Reservation And
Allotment) Order, 1968 makes it

very clear that the right to use the
symbol can be lost with the dis-
mal performance of the party,"
the bench said in its order.

It said even though Samata
Party members were permitted to
use the flaming torch symbol, the
symbol has become a free symbol
with the party having been de-

recognised in 2004 and it was
within the domain of the Election
Commission to allot the same to
any other party.

"No fault can be found with the
communication-cum-order dated
October 10, 2022 issued by the
Election Commission of India al-
lotting the symbol of 'flaming
torch' to 'Shiv Sena (Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray)' and the
Order dated October 19, 2022,
passed by the single judge...,"
it said.

The bench said a reserved sym-
bol is the one which is reserved
for arecognised political party for
exclusive allotment to contesting
candidates fielded by that party
and Samata Party was de-recog-
nised as a state party in 2004.

Earlier in October, the single
judge had dismissed the petition
saying that in the absence of any
right demonstrable before the
court, the petitioner cannot seek
a mandamus for quashing the

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gurugram, Nov 19: The Delhi
Police investigating the gruesome
killing of Shraddha Walkar
searched for the murder weapon
at a forest here using a metal de-
tector on Saturday, but returned
empty-handed after one-and-a-
half-hours, sources said.

The search at the forest in DLF
Phase 3 area began on Friday
after the police suspected that ac-
cused Aaftab Amin Poonawala, 27-
year-old Walkar's live-in partner,
disposed the weapon here after al-
legedly killing her.

Friday, the police had recov-
ered some items from the forest
in a black polythene bag. Police
sources in Delhi said they were
some of Walkar's body parts and
that her head is still missing.
This, however, could not be con-
firmed.

Meanwhile Saturday, the po-
lice recovered a sharp object from
Poonawala's house at Mehrauli in
South Delhi and it will also be
sent for examination to find out
whether it was used to chop
Walkar's body.

They also took possession of
all the clothes in the house and
they will be sent for forensic ex-
amination. However, these do not
include the clothes Poonawala
and Walkar wore on May 18, the
murder day, police sources said.

Aaftab's office colleagues, whom
Shraddha used to call and nar-
rate her ordeal, are likely to be in-
terrogated next, they said."Delhi
Police has taken possession of
all the clothes present in

TRS MLAS’ ‘poachmg BJP leader summoned

MLA Pilot Rohith Reddy, among
four legislators, against three per-
sons - Ramachandra Bharati alias
Satish Sharma, Nanda Kumar and
Simhayaji Swamy -- on October
26. As per the FIR copy, Rohith
Reddy alleged that the accused of-
fered him 100 crore and in re-
turn the legislator had to leave
the TRS and contest as a BJP can-
didate in the next Assembly
election.

The Telangana government on
November 9 ordered the setting up
of a seven-member SIT to probe
into the alleged poaching
of the MLAs.

Delhi HC

EC's order and that the party has
not demonstrated any right over
the symbol.

It had noted that the party was
de-recognised in 2004.

The petitioner, in its appeal,
said that the single judge had dis-
missed its plea on the very first
date of hearing without issuing
notice to the EC, Shiv Sena and
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde.

The petitioner has assailed the
October 10 order of EC on the
grounds that 'flaming torch' was a
"reserved" symbol and could not
have been given to Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray)
without first issuing a notifica-
tion that it had been made a "free"
symbol.

In its plea, the petitioner stated
it was formed in 1994 by George
Fernandes and Nitish Kumar as
an "offshoot of the Janata Dal" and
was given the 'flaming torch' sym-
bol by the EC.

Saturday, the police
recovered a sharp object
from Poonawala’s
house at Mehrauliin
South Delhi and it will
also be sent for
examination to find out
whether it was used to
chop Walkar's body

Poonawala's house. These include
Walkar's clothes too. They will
be sent for forensic examination,"
a source in the police department
said. g
Poonawala allegedly strangled
Walkar and sawed her body into
35 pieces which he kept in a 300-
litre fridge for almost three weeks
at his house before dumping them
across the city and outside over
several days past midnight.
The police have so far recovered
13 body parts, which are mostly
skeletal remains. Poonawala is
currently being taken to different
locations in south Delhi to locate
more body parts, the source said.
The Delhi Police had on Friday
sent teams to Maharashtra,
Haryana and Himachal Pradesh
to hunt for evidence in the case.
According to officials, after ~
leaving Mumbai, Walkar and -
Poonawala had travelled to several
locations, including Himachal
Pradesh, and police are visiting
these places to ascertain whether
any development during those
trips triggered Poonawala to kill
his partner.

Actor Tabassum
passes away

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 19: Veteran actor
Tabassum, known for her work as
a child artiste in several Hindi
classics and also as host of popu-
lar Doordarshan talk show "Phool
Khile Hain Gulshan Gulshan", has
died after suffering a cardiac arrest,
her son Hoshang Govil said
Saturday. She was 78.

Govil said his mother had been
admitted to a hospital here for the
past few days. On Friday, she suf-
fered two cardiac attacks and
passed away.

"Few days ago, she was admitted
to a hospital. She had gastro prob-
lem and we went there for check-
up. She suffered two cardiac at-
tacks at 8.40 pm and 8.42 pm. She
passed away peacefully on Friday
night," Hoshang said. A prayer
meeting in her memory will be
held here Monday evening, the
family informed.

Born in 1944 in Mumbai to
Ayodhyanath Sachdev and Asghari
Begum, Tabassum started her ca- -
reer as a child artiste with the 1947 E
movie "Nargis".

At that time, she was known in
the industry as ‘Baby Tabassum' and
went to feature in many other
movies such as "Mera Suhaag"—
(1947), "Manjhdhar" (1947) and
"Bari Behen" (1949).
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With rampant
‘ offenses
amounting to
crimes against
humanity in recent
months in countries M
such as Myanmar, -
Ukraine and Ethiopia, the movement
towards negotiating a treaty to
prevent these crimes is a positive
though overdue step

RICHARD DICKER | LEGAL ADVISER
(ADVOCACY), HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH
President Xi

‘ before the

APEC Leaders
Retreat. | noted a key
message that
President Biden
emphasised in his November 14
meeting with President Xi: we must
maintain open lines of
communication to responsibly
manage the competition between
our countries

| greeted

KAMALA HARRIS | VICE PRESIDENT, US
| urge the
leaders to push

‘ ahead with
APEC’s agenda of
promoting free trade
in the Pacific region.
We have to give

priority to turning this plan into
action

PRAYUTH CHAN-OCHA | PM, THAILAND

SHORT TAKES

B FM: Pak no longer
faces default risk

Islamabad: Pakistan is not
facing default risk, the country’s
junior finance minister has said,
amid claims by former prime
minister Imran Khan that
default is staring the cash-
strapped nation and there is a
delay in formal talks with IMF
on the ninth review of $7 billion
loan programme. Minister of
State for Finance and Revenue
Aisha Ghaus Pasha assured the
nation Friday in the National
Assembly when Mussarat Rafiq
Mahesar of Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) put a direct
question to her, “If Pakistan is
going to default?” Dawn
newspaper reported Saturday

.......................................

Beijing reels under
semi-lockdown

Beijing: The coronavirus
situation in China has become
grim again with the number of
Covid-19 cases rising to over
25,000, including more than 500
in Beijing, prompting the city
officials to advise millions of
residents to stay home this
weekend and undergo daily
testing.

.......................................

Explosion kills at
least 9 in Russia

Moscow: A gas explosion in an
apartment building Saturday
killed at least nine people,
including four children, on the
island of Sakhalin in far eastern
Russia, according local
authorities. A section of the five-
story building in the town of
Tymovskoye collapsed after a
gas cylinder exploded in one of
the apartments, authorities said.
Some of the 33 people known to
have lived in the building
remained unaccounted for.

Financing or a new fund
for addressing loss and
damage - for example
money needed for relocat-
ing people displaced by
floods - has been a long-
pending demand of poor
and developing countries,
including India

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sharm El Sheikh, Nov 19:
Negotiators say they have struck
a potential breakthrough deal on
the thorniest issue of United
Nations climate talks, creation of
a fund for compensating poor na-
tions that are victims of extreme
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We're not
going to have
discussions with the
Russians about ending
this war in Ukraine,
without Ukraine being a
part of that conversation

JOHN KIRBY I NATIONAL SECURITY
SPOKESMAN, WHITE HOUSE

MUSK’S TWITTER POLL FOR TRUMP

Elon Musk started a Twitter poll late Friday
asking followers to vote on whether to
reinstate former US President Donald Trump’s
account on the platform, with early results
showing roughly 60% voting yes. “Vox Populi,
Vox Dei,” Musk tweeted, a Latin phrase that
roughly means meaning “the voice of the
people is the voice of God”

NORTH KOREAN LEADER WARNS WASHINGTON AND ITS ALLIES THAT MILITARY
MOVES AGAINST PYONGYANG WOULD LEAD TO THEIR "SELF-DESTRUCTION”

REUTERS

Seoul, Nov 19: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un pledged to
counter US nuclear threats with nu-
clear weapons as he inspected a
test of the country’s new inter-
continental ballistic missile ICBM),
state media KCNA said Saturday.

The Hwasong-17 is nuclear-
armed North Korea’s biggest mis-
sile yet, and is the largest road-mo-
bile, liquid-fuelled ICBM in the
world. The isolated country tested
the missile Friday a day after
warning of “fiercer military re-
sponses” to Washington beefing up
its regional security presence in-
cluding nuclear assets.

Kim said threats from the United
States and its allies pursing a hos-
tile policy prompted his country to
“substantially accelerate the bol-
stering of its overwhelming nu-
clear deterrence.”

“Kim Jong Un solemnly declared
that if the enemies continue to
pose threats ... our party and gov-
ernment will resolutely react to
nukes with nuclear weapons and
to total confrontation with all-out
confrontation,” the official KCNA
news agency said.

The launch of the Hwasong-17
was part of the North’s “top-priority
defence-building strategy” aimed
at establishing “the most powerful
and absolute nuclear deterrence,”
KCNA said, calling it “the strongest
strategic weapon in the world.”

The missile launched Friday
flew nearly 1,000 km for about 69
minutes and reached a maximum
altitude of 6,041 km, state news

Iran soldiers open
fire on protester’s
family, seize body

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Paris, Nov 19: Iranian
Revolutionary Guards opened fire
on family members mourning a
dead protester and seized his body
from hospital, as clashes raged
around the country overnight, a
rights group said Saturday:

The country’s clerical leader-
ship under Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
is facing its biggest challenge since
the Islamic Revolution of 1979 in
two months of protests sparked
by the death of Mahsa Amini.

The authorities have responded
with a crackdown that Olso-based
group Iran Human Rights says left
dead at least 342 people, half a
dozen already sentenced to death
and thousands more arrested.

“Last night, after IRGC (Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps) forces
attacked Shahid Gholi Pur Hospital
in Bukan, they seized Shahryar
Mohammadi’s body and buried
him secretly,” the Norway-based
Hengaw rights group said.

“These forces opened fire on his
family and inflicted injuries on at
least five people,” Hengaw, which
monitors abuses in Kurdish areas,
told AFP.

Activists accuse Iran’s security
forces of carrying out secret buri-
als of protesters they have killed,
to prevent more violence from flar-
ing at their funerals.

™  launches new
m‘n calls it the
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Our party and government should clearly
demonstrate their strongest will to retaliate the
hysteric aggression war drills by the enemies. The
more the US imperialists make a military bluffing ...
while being engrossed in strengthened offer of
extended deterrence to their allies and war
exercises, the more offensive the DPRK’s military
counteraction will be

KIM JONG UN I LEADER, NORTH KOREA

W L ;dm.{:
Ninister said the
weapon could reach
the continental |

agency KCNA reported Saturday.

Japanese Defence Minister
Yasukazu Hamada said the weapon
could travel as far as 15,000 km
(9,320 miles), enough to reach the
continental United States.

South Korea’s military said its
F-35A fighters and US F-16 jets es-

corted American B-1B bombers as
they conducted joint drills Saturday;
designed to improve their ability
to quickly deploy US extended de-
terrence assets.

On Thursday; North Korea’s foreign
minister, Choe Son Hui, denounced
a trilateral summit Sunday of the

United States, South Korea and Japan,
during which the leaders criticised
Pyongyang’s ongoing weapons tests
and pledged greater security coop-
eration. Choe singled out a recent
series of their joint military drills and
efforts to reinforce American ex-
tended deterrence, including its nu-
clear forces to deter attacks on the two
key Asian allies.

Kim said the test confirmed “an-
other reliable and maximum ca-
pacity to contain any nuclear
threat” at a time when he needed
to warn Washington and its allies
that military moves against
Pyongyang would lead to their
“self-destruction.”

He ordered swifter development
of strategic weapons, and more
intensive training for the ICBM
and tactical nuclear weapons units
to ensure they flawlessly perform
their duty “in any situation and at
any moment,” KCNA said.

Unveiled at a military parade
in October 2020 and first tested last
March, the latest test of the
Hwasong-17 demonstrated the ca-
pabilities of a weapon potentially
able to deliver a nuclear warhead
to anywhere in the United States.

The UN Security Council will
gather Monday discuss North Korea
at therequest of the United States,
which together with South Korea
and Japan strongly condemned
the latest launch.

China and Russia had backed
tighter sanctions following
Pyongyang’s last nuclear test in
2017, but in May both vetoed a US-
led push for more UN penalties
over its renewed missile launches.

YOUNG CADETS

Young military cadets take part in a ceremony to receive their shoulder marks, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Kyiv, Ukraine

Leaders reach deal on climate compensatlon at COP27

weather worsened by rich nations’
carbon pollution. “There is an
agreement on loss and damage,”
which is what negotiators call the
concept, Maldives Environment
Minister Aminath Shauna told
The Associated Press Saturday.

It still needs to be approved unan-
imously in a vote later today. “That
means for countries like our we
will have the mosaic of solutions
that we have been advocating for.”

Saturday afternoon’s draft pro-
posal came from the Egyptian pres-
idency. A second overarching docu-
ment from the climate talks leadership
ignores India’s call to phase down
oil and natural gas, in addition to
last year’s agreement to wean the
world from “unabated” coal.

According to the draft of the
compensation proposal — the issue
is called “loss and damage” in ne-

countries would be “urged” to con-
tribute to the fund, which would also
draw on other private and public
sources of money such as inter-
national financial institutions
At the talks, the world’s poorest
nations, which contributed little to
historic emissions of heat-trapping
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gases, have been unified in insist-
ing on such a fund. “We managed
to make progress on an important
outcome,” said Wael Aboulmagd,
who heads Egyptian delegation. “I
think we’re getting there.”

Two drafts released by the
Egyptian presidency, on efforts to
step up emissions cuts and the

The proposal does not suggest
that major emerging economies
such as China have to contribute
to the fund, which was a key ask
of the EU and US

It also does not tie the creation of
the new fund to any increase in
efforts to cut emissions, or restrict
the recipients of funding to those
countries that are most vulnerable,
which had been an earlier proposal
from the Europeans

overarching decision of this year’s
talks, barely build on what was
agreed in Glasgow last year.

Loss and damage has been the all-
consuming issue at the two weeks
of talks. The meeting known as
COP27 opened two weeks ago and
had been scheduled to wrap up
Friday but looks set to drag on
through the weekend.

1st public appearance
of Kim’'s secret Chl|d

orth Korean leader Kim Jong

Un revealed his daughter to
the world for the first time
Saturday in striking photos show-
ing the pair hand-in-hand before
the launch of the nuclear-armed
country’s largest ballistic missile
the day before. A surprising
addition to the launch was the
presence of Kim’s daughter,
whose existence had never been
publicly confirmed before. Her
unexpected appearance raises the
prospect that leadership of the
totalitarian state could pass to a
fourth generation of Kims, and
suggests that nuclear weapons
will be part of that inheritance,
analysts said. KCNA did not name
the girl, who is seen in photo-
graphs in a white puffy coat hold-
ing hands with her father as they
looked at the massive missile.
“This is the first observed occa-
sion where we have seen Kim Jong
Un’s daughter at a public event,”
said Michael Madden, a North
Korea leadership expert at the
US-based Stimson Center. “It is
highly significant and represents a
certain degree of comfort on Kim
Jong Un’s part that he would bring
her out in public in such fashion.”

REUTERS PHOTO

FRANCE SUPPORTS
INDIA, OTHERS FOR
PERMANENT UNSC SEAT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

United Nations, Nov 19: France
has reaffirmed its support for India,
Germany, Brazil and Japan as per-
manent members in an expanded
UN Security Council, underlining
the need to take into account the
emergence of new powers willing
and able to assume the responsi-
bility of a permanent presence in
the powerful world body.
“France’s position is constant
and well known. We want the
Council to be more representative
of today’s world, in a way that fur-
ther strengthens its authority and
effectiveness,” Deputy Permanent
Representative of France to the
UN Nathahe Broadhurst said Friday.

® Among the five permanent
members of the 15-nation
Council, the US, UK, France and
Russia have supported a
permanent seat for India in the
UN body

B India’s current two-year term as
a non-permanent member of the
Security Council will end next
month after it has presided over
the 15-nation Council

She was addressing the UN
General Assembly plenary meeting
on the ‘Question of equitable rep-
resentation on and increase in the

e

membership of the Security -

Council and other matters related
to the Security Council’.

“We must indeed take into ac-
count the emergence of new pow-
ers that are willing and able to as-
sume the responsibility of a
permanent presence in the Security
Council,” Broadhurst said.

Broadhurst said that to preserve
its executive and operational nature,
an enlarged Council could have
up to 25 members.

“France supports the candidacy
of Germany, Brazil, India and
Japan as permanent members. We
would also like to see a stronger

presence of African countries,in- -

cluding among the permanent
members. The remaining seats
should be allocated in order to
achieve equitable geographical
representation,” she said.

She added that the question of the
veto is “eminently sensitive”, and
it is up to the States requesting
the granting of a permanent seat
to determine themselves.

“In this reflection, the objective
must remain twofold: on the one
hand, to consolidate the legitimacy
of the Security Council; on the other
hand, to strengthen its capacity to
fully assume its responsibilities in
the maintenance of international
peace and security;,” she said.

“It is in this spirit that France pro-
posed, as early as 2013, that the
five permanent members of the
Council voluntarily and collec-
tively suspend the use of the veto
in case of mass atrocities. This
voluntary approach does not re-
quire arevision of the Charter but
apolitical commitment by the per-
manent members,” she added.

The United Kingdom also voiced
support for India, Germany, Japan
and Brazil to sit as permanent
members in an expanded UN
Security Council.

Malaysia votes in general
polls; Anwar seen Ieadlng

REUTERS

Kuala Lumpur, Nov 19:
Malaysians voted Saturday in a
general election that may fail to
end the recent phase of political in-
stability in the Southeast Asian
nation as polls have predicted no
clear winner.

The alliance led by veteran op-
position leader Anwar Ibrahim is
forecast to take the most seats in par-
liament but fail to reach the majority
needed to form a government.

Prime Minister Ismail Sabri
Yaakob’s ruling Barisan coalition
and another bloc led by former
premier Muhyiddin Yassin are
other leading contenders.
Mubhyiddin’s alliance was a jun-
ior partner in Ismail’s coalition
government, and the two could
come together again to block Anwar.

Without a clear winner, political
uncertainty could persist as
Malaysia faces slowing economic
growth and rising inflation.

It has had three prime minis-
ters in as many years, including 97-
year-old Mahathir Mohamed, who
ruled Malaysia for more than two
decades during two stints in power,
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and has roused himself for one——

last fight, though he is not con-
sidered a leading contender.
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In the era of
‘ internet and

social media
platforms, there is a
need to leverage
them and evolve
suitable mechanisms
and means for the two way
communication between the
stakeholders and auditors, of course
via the audit committees

AJAY BHUSHAN PRASAD PANDEY |
CHIEF, NFRA

One of the best

practices on r \

- G
transformation was
demonstrated by the \:
d:h

Government of Tamil N -
Nadu highlighting multiple initiatives
commodities, minor millets, grocery
items, 1SO certification of FPSs

G

FPS = !
Secretary,
undertaken such as selling of
during his presentation

SANJEEV CHOPRA | UNION FOOD SECRETARY
We had
witnessed the

‘ usual pre-

Diwali buzz as
factories in India
rushed to complete
export orders in time
for Thanksgiving and Christmas. The
temporary closure of units, and
absence of workers during Diwali
usually results in a decline in exports
post Diwali

VIPUL SHAH | CHAIRMAN, GJEPC

SHORT TAKES

B Nexus files for
$500 million IPO

Mumbai: Global investment
firm Blackstone-sponsored
Nexus Select Trust has filed
the draft paper with market
regulator Sebi to launch
India’s first public issue of
retail REIT to raise around $500
million, sources said. Nexus
Select Trust has a portfolio of
17 operational shopping malls
across 14 major cities,
covering about 10 million
square feet of area valued at
around $3 billion. As per the
sources, Nexus Select Trust
has Thursday filed the Draft
Red Herring Prospectus
(DRHP) with the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
and is looking to hit the capital
market with India’s first retail
REIT (Real Estate Investment
Trust) public issue in the first
half of the 2023 calendar year.
The size of the initial public
offer (IPO) of Nexus Select
Trust REIT will be around $500
million, they added.

......................................

B Yatra Online gets
nod to float IPO

New Delhi: Yatra Online Inc
said its Indian subsidiary Yatra
Online Ltd has received capital
markets regulator Sebi’s
clearance to float an initial
public offering (IPO). The
proposed IPO comprises a
fresh issue of equity shares
worth up to 750 crore by
Yatra India and an offer for
sale (OFS) of up to 9,328,358
equity shares, according to
the draft red herring
prospectus (DRHP). As part of
the OFS, THCL Travel Holdings
Cyprus Ltd and Pandara Trust
- Scheme | through its trustee
Vistra ITCL (India) would
offload shares. Yatra Online
Ltd has received the final
observation letter dated
November 17 from Sebi in
connection with its DRHP filed
in March, the Nasdag-listed
Yatra Online Inc said.

......................................

JetSetGo refutes
Delhi liquor scam

New Delhi: JetSetGo’s owner
Kanika Tekriwal Reddy
Saturday said its aircraft were
not used for carrying cash or
liquor, amid reports that the
planes of the chartered flight
service provider were involved
in the alleged Delhi liquor
scam. Reddy is the wife of
Sarath Chandra Reddy, a
director of Aurobindo Pharma
who is now in the custody of
the Enforcement Directorate
for his alleged involvement in
the scam. Sarath Chandra
Reddy is alleged to be one of
the conduits for the kickbacks
given to the public servants
and politicians in the Delhi
government.
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‘ ‘ We are in deep
discussion with

Boeing, Airbus and engine

manufacturers for a historic
order of the latest generation

aircraft that will power Air
India’s medium- and
long-term growth

CAMPBELL WILSONICHIEF EXECUTIVE, AIR INDIA
T e e e e

FTX BITES ITS OWN TAIL

Cryptocurrency exchange FTX, which recently

filed for US bankruptcy court protection, has

fired some top executives, including co-
founder Gary Wang, the Wall Street Journal

reported, citing an FTX spokeswoman. Other
terminated executives include engineering

director Nishad Singh and Caroline Ellison, who ﬁ.*'

ran FTX’s trading arm Alameda Research
I N

Disgraced CEO sent to prison for over 11 yrs

Forbes dubbed Holmes the
world’s youngest female
self-made billionaire in

2014, when she was 30 and

her stake in Theranos was

worth $4.5 billion.

Theranos collapsed after a

series of Wall Street
Journal articles in 2015
questioned its technology

Lomato plans to lay
off 3% of workforce

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, Nov 19: Online food
delivery platform Zomato Saturday
said it is planning to lay off nearly
3 per cent of its workforce on ac-
count of cost-cutting efforts and to
turn profitable.

The decision comes after many
tech giants and social media sites
announced layoffs. Zomato stated
that layoffs will be based on regu-
lar performance.

“There has been a regular per-
formance based churn of under 3
per cent of our workforce, there’s
nothing more to it,” said a Zomato
Spokesperson.

The company currently has
nearly 3,800 employees. In May
2020, Zomato laid off about 520
of its employees, or 13 per cent
of its staff, in response to a
slump in business following the
Covid pandemic.

Meanwhile, Zomato’s co-
founder Mohit Gupta quit the or-
ganisation Friday. Moreover, the
food delivery platform announced
earlier this week that Rahul
Ganjoo had ended his 5-year
tenure as Head of New Initiatives.
Earlier in the month, Zomato’s
Vice President for global growth
Siddharth Jhawar announced
his departure as well.

Zomato joins a growing list of
companies like Meta, Twitter,
Salesforce and others which have
laid off thousands of employees to
weather the rough macroeconomic
conditions.
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Angul: Union Bank

SHG Loan Fair at
DRDA Conference
Hall, Angul. Lalit
Mohan Behera,
Chief Development .
Officer attended ;T—Q
the programme as

Chief Guest.
Basanta Kumar
Mallick, DPC,
Mission Shakti
Department;
Sarvesh Ranjan,
FGM, Union Bank
of India,
Bhubaneswar and
Tushar kanta Kar,

Union Bank conducts SHG Loan Fair

of India organized UMANDA BitAHEH

Regional Head, Cuttack region were present on this occasion. Branch
heads of Angul, Kumanda, Talcher, Chainpal, Kuluma, Turanga
branches of Union Bank of India attended the fair. A total of loans
worth %215 lakh were distributed to 54 SHGs in this fair.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

San Francisco, Nov 19: Elizabeth
Holmes, the founder of US-based
blood-testing company Theranos,
has been sentenced to 135 months,
or over 11 years, in prison.

She faced sentencing after being
found guilty of defrauding in-
vestors and endangering patients.

According to media reports,
she will have to report to prison
on April 27, 2023, and will have an
additional three years of super-

vised release once she’s out from
the prison.
Judge Edward Davila declared

that the charges she had been
found guilty of made her respon-
sible for defrauding 10 victims
out of $121 million, according to
The New York Times.

Holmes’ refusal to accept re-
sponsibility for the fraud counted
against her in his sentencing de-
cision, according to the judge.

Meanwhile, Holmes’ former
boyfriend and Theranos’ former
president, Ramesh “Sunny”
Balwani, is scheduled to be sen-
tenced December 7 after being con-

victed on 12 counts of fraud against
investors and patients.

Balwani was found guilty in a sep-
arate trial of 10 counts of wire
fraud and two counts of conspiracy
to commit wire fraud.

Holmes was convicted for per-
suading investors that she had
developed a revolutionary med-
ical device before the company
flamed out after an investiga-
tion. Unlike Holmes, Balwani
was found to have misled both in-
vestors and patients.

No export duty on iron ore, steel

The Finance Ministry had in May hiked the export duty on pig iron and steel products to 15 per cent from ‘nil’, a
move which was intended to discourage exports and increase domestic availability to help lower prices

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 19: The govern-
ment has cut the export duty on steel
products and iron ore with effect
from Saturday in order to provide
a fillip to the domestic steel in-
dustry and boost exports.

Besides, import duty on an-
thracite, coking coal and ferronickel
--used as raw material in the steel
industry - has been hiked, as per
afinance ministry notification is-
sued late Friday.

The export duty concessions
and import tax have been restored
after a gap of six months. In May,
the tariffs were tweaked in the
wake of a sharp and steady rise in
prices of steel and in order to aug-
ment the availability both of fin-
ished steel as well as raw materi-
als required for steel manufacture.

With effect from Saturday, ex-
ports of specified pig iron and
steel products as well as iron ore
pellets will attract ‘nil’ export
duty. Also, export duty on out-
ward shipment of iron ore lumps
and fines with less than 58 per
cent iron content will be ‘nil’.

In the case of iron ore lumps
and fines with more than 58 per
cent iron, the rate of duty will
be 30 per cent.
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ndia exported

less than half as
much steel in the
seven months to
October as it did a
year earlier

producers of T
low-grade ore depend
largely on foreign
markets, because most
major domestic steel
producers use high-
grade iron ore

== | The Chinese
market is not very
buoyant now. Let
us see how much
we are able to
export. Once you
disturb the trade,
7 torecover is very
difficult

| RK SHARMA | SECRETARY-

 GENERAL, FEDERATION OF
INDIAN MINERAL INDUSTRIES

teel industry has
been demanding a
rollback of the duties,
saying local demand was
not sufficient for domestic
production

As per the notification, import
duty on anthracite/PCI, coking
coal and ferronickel has been hiked
to 2.5 per cent, while for coke and
semi-coke it has been raised to 5 per
cent, from nil’ earlier.

The duty cut follows a meet-
ing of Steel Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia with Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman earlier this
week. The meeting was attended
by Revenue Secretary designate
Sanjay Malhotra, among other
senior officials.

The finance ministry had in

Oct gem,

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 19: The gem and
jewellery exports declined 14.64
per cent in October at ¥25,843.84
crore due to seasonal trend as
manufacturing activities are lim-
ited or closed during Diwali,
GJEPC said Saturday.

In October 2021, the exports
stood at %30,274.64 crore, the
Gem and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC)
said in a statement.

India’s robust gem and jewellery
export performance in the first 6
months of 2022-23 helped main-
tain growth for the period April-
October, despite a sharp dip in ex-
ports last month, GJEPC noted.

The decline in exports in October
or November is a seasonal trend as

May hiked the export duty on pig
iron and steel products to 15 per cent
from ‘nil’, a move which was in-
tended to discourage exports and
increase domestic availability to
help lower prices.

The tax on export of iron ores
and concentrates was hiked to
50 per cent from 30 per cent, while
on iron pellets a 45 per cent duty
was imposed.

Steel industry has been de-
manding a rollback of the duties,
saying local demand was not suf-
ficient for domestic production.

manufacturing activities are ei-
ther limited or units are closed be-
cause of Diwali, it stated.

“We had witnessed the usual
pre-Diwali buzz as factories in

In a statement, the finance
ministry said, “The current
measures will provide a fillip
to the domestic steel industry
and boost exports.”

Engineering Export Promotion
Council (EEPC) said in the last
few months in terms of volume, ex-
ports of major stainless steel and
alloy steel items have shown a de-
clining trend.

During October, engineering ex-
ports fell 21 per cent to $7.4 billion,
primarily due to decline in ship-
ments of steel and its products,
EEPC said in a statement.

Deloitte India Partner MS Mani
said the reduction of export du-
ties will bring cheer to domestic
ore producers and make them
freely compete in the interna-
tional markets.

“It ties up very well with the
theme of increasing India’s export
competitiveness across product
categories in order to achieve the
export targets set up by the gov-
ernment,” Mani added.

Industry chamber PHDCCI’s
President Saket Dalmia said the
removal of export duty on iron
ore and steel will help in exports
recovery and manufacturing firms
would be able to expand their pro-
duction possibilities.

-

India rushed to complete export
orders in time for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. The temporary closure
of units, and absence of workers
during Diwali usually results in a

Google brings fresh
rules for HQ guest
speakers after row
over Indian historian

REUTERS

Oakland, Nov 18: Alphabet Inc’s
Google this week introduced rules
for inviting guest speakers to its of-
fices, days after it canceled a talk
by an Indian historian who has
disparaged marginalized groups
and their concerns, according to
company emails seen by Reuters.

Workers at Google and other big
tech companies in recent years
have clashed and protested over
politics and racial and gender eq-
uity. Also, Alphabet, Apple and
Amazon all face union organizing
drives whose demands include that
the firms adopt progressive policies

The policy released Thursday
is Google’s latest effort to preserve
an open culture while addressing
divisions that have emerged as its
workforce has grown.

The Google speaker rules, seen
by Reuters, cite risk to the brand
from certain talks and asks work-
ersto “consider whether there’s a
business reason for hosting the
speaker and if the event directly
supports our company goals.”

It calls for avoiding topics that
could be “disruptive or undermine
Google’s culture of belonging” and
reiterates that speakers are barred
from advocacy of political candi-
dates and ballot measures.

“We’ve always been proud to
host external speakers at Google,
as they provide great opportunities
for learning and connection for
our employees,” Google spokesman
Ryan Lamont told Reuters. The
updated process will “ensure these
events are useful and contribute to
a productive work environment.”

An email introducing the pol-
icy to managers said it unifies and
clarifies a patchwork of guidelines.

Greater scrutiny threatens the
freeflowing, university-like culture
Google has prized since its inception.
But a workplace viewed as more
inviting could attract a more diverse
workforce that might help Google de-
velop products with broader appeal.

In recent years, internal dis-
putes spilling into public view led
Google to increase content mod-
eration on workplace message
boards and cut the frequency of
company-wide meetings.

jewellery exports decline 15%

decline in exports post Diwali,”
GJEPC Chairman Vipul Shah said.

The upcoming holiday season
in the West and the Chinese New
Year will give a boost to exports in
November and December, he said.

“Also, trade shows like I1JS
Signature 2023, Hong Kong Show
2023, and VicenzaOro Winter 2023
will aid in exports of gems and
jewellery to key markets. I am con-
fident that we are on course to
achieve our export target of $45.7
billion for 2022-23,” he stated.

The positive impact of the
India-UAE CEPA was offset by
gold supply hurdles, which im-
pacted exporters, Shah said
adding that GJEPC has sensi-
tised the government regarding
this issue and they are working
on resolving the same.

Happy days now, but challenging times ahead for PSBs

In order to contain
inflation, the RBI has
hiked the repo rate by 190
basis points in the recent
quarters. While the
banks passed on their
increased cost to the
borrowers, the same
benefit was not offered to
the depositors and
thereby, increased their

net interest margin

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, Nov 19: Arbitrage be-
tween the lending and deposit rates,
higher credit demand, and lower
loan provisions resulted in public
sector banks (PSB) posting hand-
some profits during Q2FY23 and
H1FY23, say experts.

However, the happy times for
the government banks may not

continue for much long as compe-
tition will soon emerge for deposits,
and loans, which, in turn, would in-
crease the cost of funds and re-
duce the margins, the experts added.

Further maintaining good em-
ployee relations by the PSB man-
agement will also be a key factor.

“The PSB’s reported significant
levels of profitability were aided by
robust credit demand, arbitrage
between rising lending rates and
lagging deposit rates, lower credit
costs due to reduced loan provi-
sions, and reducing NPA (non-per-
forming asset) levels,” Saurabh
Bhalerao, Associate Director - BFSI
Research, CARE Ratings, told IANS.

He also said the impact of rising
yields was not as severe as wit-
nessed in Q1FY23.

“Further, this performance has
come against a backdrop of higher
bad loans, capital infusions by the
government, and loss of market
share in business (deposits as well
as credit),” Bhalerao added.

The gross NPA ratio is expected
to decline below five per cent in
FY23 and reach pre-Asset Quality

We believe PSBs have reported strong profit in 2Q mainly due
to meaningful improvement in credit growth, margins on the
back of asset repricing and lower loan loss provisions as
banks are well provisioned on the old NPAs, whereas new NPA
formation has been lower due to better recovery trends

ANAND DAMA | SENIOR RESEARCH ANALYST, EMKAY GLOBAL FINANCIAL SERVICES

Profits may not set off divestment process

he impressive profits posted by public sector banks (PSBs) during

Q2FY23 and H1FY23 and indications of good times ahead may not
accelerate government divestment, experts contend. Arbitrage
between the lending and deposit rates, higher credit demand, and
lower loan provisions resulted in PSBs posting handsome profits this
fiscal, as per experts. Will there be an accelerated move on the part of
the government to go in for divestment? The government had earlier
said it would privatise two of its banks. “The good numbers may not
trigger the government to go in for divestment. The government banks
are big and there are not many who can afford them. Secondly, the
regulations do not allow corporate groups to acquire banks,” a sectoral
analyst told IANS preferring anonymity. According to the analyst, first,
the IDBI Bank divestment has to happen before any other bank can be
considered for sale. The government has invited expression of interest
(Eol) for strategic disinvestment in IDBI Bank. As per plan, 60 per cent
stakes held jointly by the Life Insurance Corporation of India and the
Central government will be sold. The LIC will cut its stake in IDBI Bank

Review (AQR) levels of approxi-
mately 4.3 per cent in FY24 due to
economic expansion, higher re-
coveries, and proposed transfer of
NPAs to various asset recon-
struction companies (ARCs), CARE
Ratings said.

On November 7, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said

12 PSBs registered handsome net
profits during Q2FY23 and also
H1FY23.

“The continuous efforts of our
govt for reducing the NPAs & fur-
ther strengthening the health of
PSBs are now showing tangible
results. All 12 PSBs declared net
profit of 25,685 cr in Q2FY23 &

to 19 per cent from 49.2 per cent, while the government will cut its
share to 15 per cent from 45.5 per cent at present. According to the
conditions of the Eol, private sector banks, non-banking finance
companies (NBFCs), foreign banks and even alternative investment
funds registered by the SEBI can bid for IDBI Bank.

total 340,991 cr in HIFY23, up by 50%
& 31.6%, respectively (y-0-y),” she
said in a tweet.

According to the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI), the share of CASA

deposits in total deposits has been
increasing over the last three years

~rm k

(42 per cent, 43.8 per cent, and 44.5——

per cent in June of 2020, 2021 and
2022, respectively.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mount Maunganui, Nov 19:
Bhuvneshwar Kumar faces an ar-
duous challenge of remaining rel-
evant in shortest format as a young
Indian team, seeking some game
time, is expected to face tough re-
sistance from New Zealand in the
second T20I here Sunday.

The series-opener in Wellington
was abandoned due to inclement
weather and the Indian players
must be itching to get onto the
park which, inarguably, has the
most scenic backdrop.

Ironically, the region where the
ground is located is known as ‘Bay
of Plenty’ and Indian cricket at
this point has plenty to ponder as
far as its approach in T20 format
is concerned.

While the Sky Stadium was
shorter in terms of dimensions,
the Indian team will have to make
adjustments as the ‘Bay Oval’
ground has bigger side boundaries
and is an open ground unlike
Wellington.

The Bhuvi conundrum

On this tour, the presence of a
near 33 year-old Bhuvneshwar is
one such dilemma that the team
management might have to handle.
There are some probing questions
and quicker the answers are sought,
better it would be for Indian cricket.

Is Bhuvneshwar going to be
around for the T20 World Cup in 2024
with a sharp decline in his pace?
Does he have enough time to work
around his issues as he is not po-
tent enough on good batting tracks?
Not many T20Is are lined-up next
year and he is largely becoming a
single-format player, so where does
it leave him?

At this moment, all the answers
seem to be in negative and hence
aquestion arises whether playing
the senior-most pacer would be

pev

akin to taking away an opportunity
from a youngster to get into the
groove.

It is a double-edged sword that
interim head coach VVS Laxman
and captain Pandya will be facing.
Not playing Bhuvneshwar when he
is on the cusp of a personal mile-
stone (4 more wickets for highest
tally of 40 in a calendar year) might
leave him demoralised.

MANIKA SECURES HISTORIC
BRONZE AT ASIANCUP TT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangkok, Nov 19: Manika Batra
became the first Indian paddler to
win a medal in the ITTF-ATTU
Asian Cup after shocking world
number six Hina Hayata of Japan
in the bronze play-off here Saturday:
The World No.44 defeated Hayata
4-2 (116, 6-11, 11-7, 1210, 4-11, 11-2)
to achieve the incredible feat.
Besides the historic bronze, Manika
will also carry home USD 10,000 for
her efforts. Earlier in the day,
Manika lost 2-4 (8-11, 11-7, 7-11, 6-11,
11-8, 7-11) to the second-seeded
Mima Ito in the semifinals.
Despite Ito beginning shakily,
the Japanese ended strongly and
subdued the Indian player with a
percentage play befitting her rep-
utation and rankings.Manika’s
fighting qualities came to the fore
in the fourth game of the bronze-
medal playoff when she was down
in the dumps, with the fourth-seed
Hayata holding the upper hand
with four game points at 10-6.
That was when Manika launched
herself, using all the tricks in her
bag, attacking the flanks with crispy
forehands, including some counters
that brooked no challenge, and
using the backhand punches to
good effect and with precise place-

ments.

At deuce, the Japanese had the
service, but an unforeseen fault —
Hayata’s service hit the net, and the
ball dropped on her side to go down
- enabled Manika to go up with a
Iuck point (11-10) and take the win-
ning point when she had the serv-
ice back with her.

However, the Japanese ran with
agood lead in the next to reduce the
margin. But Manika changed her
strategy in the sixth game, at-
tacking from the word go and al-
lowing her opponent the first point
at 3-1. She claimed another point at
5-2, but that was all she could man-
age. With frustration setting in,
the Japanese became more error-
prone, unable to keep the ball on the
table even as Manika went from
strength to strength to finish the
game 11-2.

On her way to the bronze, Manika
upset World No.7 Chen Xingtong
from China in the round of 16,
then accounted for 23-rd ranked
Chen Szu-Yu 4-3 of Taipei in the
quarterfinals.

Manika, Friday, ensured the best
finish by an Indian in the 39-year-
old history of the Asian Cup after
Achanta Sharath Kamal and G
Sathiyan had finished sixth in 2015
and 2019 respectively.
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SPORTS
India face Bhuvi dilemma

Bhuvneshwar Kumar (L)
speaks to Shardul Thakur

during India’s training session

Most of his 36 wickets have come
in bowler-friendly conditions and
against lesser opponents. On slightly
flatter wickets and against better
batting attacks, Bhuvneshwar has
come a cropper.

But playing him will be a missed
opportunity for the team man-
agement to check out on how the
pair of Umran Malik and
Mohammed Siraj would match up
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against the might of players like
Finn Allen, Glenn Phillips and
Devon Conway in pressure situa-
tions.

Umran, India’s fastest bowler
by a distance, needs to be groomed.
Pakistan has shown with Haris
Rauf, Shaheen Shah Afridi and
Naseem Shah as to what extreme
pace can do.

The choice of opener

The moment Rishabh Pant was
named the vice-captain of the team
for the T20I series, it was a given
that he would be opening but
whether Shubman Gill with his
new found confidence in this for-
mat or the specialist Ishan Kishan
will pair up is there to be seen.

In case of Kishan, who has had
troubles against genuine pace and
swing is preferred, then there will
be two left-handers at the top while
Gill’s presence will make it a left-
right combination.

The other factor would be the
choice between KKR skipper
Shreyas Iyer, not exactly a fast
starter in T20Is and the dynamic
Deepak Hooda, who can also bowl
wicket-to-wicket tight off-breaks.

To accommodate both Hooda
and Shreyas, Kishan will then
needed to be dropped from the play-
ing XI. Sanju Samson and skipper
Pandya are the two batters along
with Suryakumar Yadav, who would
play the role of enforcers as well
as finishers.

Chabhal vs Phillips

Glenn Phillips, one of the most
exciting T20 batters in recent times,
will have a battle in hand when
the wily Yuzvendra Chahal gets
his first game in many moons after
being inexplicably benched by reg-
ular head coach Rahul Dravid
throughout the T20 World Cup.

But the last completed T20I match
at this ground witnessed Phillips
score 108 off 51 balls with as many
as eight sixes against a quality
West Indies attack.

With R Ashwin’s T201 career all
but over, Washington Sundar will
be getting a long run as a special-
ist off-spinner while Harshal Patel
will also get game time to get back
his rhythm which deserted him
just before the World Cup. Arshdeep
Singh as a left-arm seamer looks a
sure-shot starter in next two games.

Glenn Phillips heapsi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mount Maunganui, Nov 19: He
isaT20 ace in his own right but New
Zealander Glenn Phillips says he
can’t even “dream” of pulling off
some of the incredible shots that
Suryakumar Yadav plays with ease.

Surya, world No. 1 T20 batter,
will square off against Phillips’
New Zealand in the second game
here at the Bay Oval, a ground
where the Black caps dasher has
fond memories of scoring a 46-ball
hundred.

“He (Surya) is absolutely in-
credible. The things that he doesI
wouldn’t even dream of doing. I
would love to try but we have very
different games. The wrist strength
that he’s got to be able to hit balls
for six in extremely awkward areas
is a talent you rarely see,” Phillips
was quoted as saying in stuff.Co.Nz.

Phillips also mentioned that the
“high risk-high reward game” that
is played by him and Surya also
keeps opposition in the game as
they have the danger of getting
out if some of those adventurous

Qatar face Ecuador in WC opener

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Doha, Nov 19: Given the level of
focus on the Qatari regime, its at-
titudes toward human rights, im-
migrant workers, the LGBTQ com-
munity — and beer — the World
Cup host’s football team has slipped
under the radar.

Qatar open the tournament
against Ecuador Sunday, but even
the buildup to that match has been
overshadowed by Friday’s an-
nouncement that the sale of beer
will be banned inside the stadium
grounds. The World Cup is a source
of immense national pride for
Qatar in its attempt to raise its
profile on the global stage and drive
toward modernization. But what
about the team?

Qatar has never before appeared
in a World Cup and faces a major
challenge just to emerge from
Group A, which also includes
Senegal and the Netherlands. South
Africa in 2010 is the only host na-
tion to fail to get beyond the group
stage, so to avoid sharing that dis-
tinction would be success in itself.

Sunday may be Qatar’s best hope
for a victory against an Ecuador
team that is only five places above
it at No.44 in the FIFA rankings.

Qatar’s preparation for this tour-
nament has been going on for sev-
eral years, including involvement
in the 2019 Copa America and 2021
CONCACAF Gold Cup. But it was
victory in the 2019 Asian Cup that
provided evidence of the country’s
potential to provide a shock over
the next few weeks.

That continental title was mas-
terminded by coach Felix Sanchez,
who has been in the position since
2017 and before that was in charge
of the under-19 team. The 46-year-
old Spaniard learned his trade at

Ravina, 2 others reach quarters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 19: Reigning
Asian youth champion Ravina
(63kg) showed her class and prowess
to sail into the quarterfinals of the
IBA Youth Men’s and Women’s
World Boxing Championships in La
Nucia, Spain.

Ravina defeated Hungary’s Varga
Franciska Rozi in the round of 16.
The Indian pugilist dictated the
terms right from the start and
landed punches throughout the
first round.

The second round began in the
same manner as Ravina kept on
dominating her opposition. Asare-
sult, the referee had to stop the
contest and the Indian boxer
emerged victorious.

The other women boxer in ac-
tion — Kunjarani Devi Thongam
(60kg) — also moved into the last-

RAVEENA

eight stage after blanking Spain’s
Horche Martinez Maria 5-0 in a lop-
sided affair.

Among the men boxers, Mohit
(86kg) moved into the quarterfi-
nals after his opponent Tomas
Lemanas of Lithuania got dis-
qualified in the second round.

Sahil Chauhan (71kg) entered
the pre-quarterfinals after com-
fortably defeating Azerbaijan’s
Daniel Holostenco 5-0 in around of
32 bout.

Nikhil (57kg) and Harsh (60kg)
lost their respective round-of-32
bouts. The former lost 1-4 to
Kazakhstan’s Kalinin Ilya while
the latter had to suffer a referee stop-
ping the contest (RSC) defeat against
Erik Lsrayelyan of Armenia.

Nine Indians, including three
women, will be in action in the
last-16 stage Sunday. Vishvanath
Suresh (48kg), Jadumani Singh
(51kg), Ashish (54kg), Vanshaj
(63.5kg), Aman Rathore (67kg) and
Deepak (75kg) will fight in the
men’s section.

Bhawna Sharma (48kg),
Tamanna (50kg) and Huidrom
Griviya Devi (54kg) will take the ring
in the women’s quarterfinals.

Qatar players go through their training drills during their practice session ahead of their FIFA World Cup opener
against Ecuador, Sunday

Barcelona’s famed academy and
his impact has been remarkable,
with the Asian Cup success his
standout moment.

But the World Cup is another
level entirely. “We try to maintain
normality,” Sanchez told Spanish
sports newspaper Marca.

“We already know that there is
that pressure, and we don’t have to
add to it. We have our routine. We
try to isolate ourselves from the
noise around us and focus on get-
ting our best performance.

“It’s difficult because then you
go onto the pitch, you see 60,000

ERIGAISI BEATS GIRI AT MCT FIN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

San Francisco, Nov 19: Indian
Grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi scored
a2.5-1.5 win over Dutch GM Anish
Giri in the fifth round of the
Meltwater Champions Tour (MCT)
Finals here Saturday.

Teenage GM R Praggnanandhaa
was involved in an intense battle
with Poland’s Jan-Krzysztof Duda
with the match ending 3.5-3.5 after
the players shared honours in the
four rapid games, two blitz and an
armageddon game.

Erigaisi’s win over Giri was his
second and took him to six points
along with 17-year old Indian com-
patriot Praggnanandhaa. He won
the first game in 56 moves with
white pieces and the second in 44
with black. A 36-move draw saw
Erigaisi sealing his second win, a
day after beating Azerbaijan’s
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov 3-1.

people. It’s the first World Cup
match and there’s so much expec-
tation that it’s hard, but that ex-
perience will help them.”

Ecuador will hope to spoil the
party —and has been talked about
as a potential surprise package.
But the team heads to the World Cup
on the back of doubts about whether
it would even be allowed to compete
after claims it fielded an ineligible
player during qualifying.

Chile and Peru argued that de-
fender Byron Castillo was actu-
ally Colombian and illegally played
in qualifying matches. That claim

The Praggnanandhaa-Duda en-
counter was a thriller. The highly-
rated Pole won the first game be-
fore the teenaged Indian star levelled
by taking the second in 53 moves.

A similar pattern was repeated
with Duda and Praggu taking the
third and fourth games respec-
tively with black pieces. The Indian
won the first blitz tie-break game

- : - e A =

was rejected by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport.

Ecuador kept its place at the
World Cup, but will be deducted
three points before the start of
qualifying for the 2026 competi-
tion because of the use of false in-
formation on Castillo’s birthday
and birthplace in its proceedings
to grant him a passport.

Castillo was then left out of coach
Gustavo Alfaro’s 26-man squad for
Qatar. With so much focus away
from the field for both teams,
Sunday’s opener will bring the
conversation back to football.

only to see his opponent level things
with a 41-move win.

In the Armageddon (sudden-
death game), Duda and Praggu bat-
tled it out for 90 moves before peace
was signed.

Meanwhile, Norwegian World
No.1 Magnus Carlsen, who had
been in cruise control till round four;
had to bring out his best to tame

praise on Suryakumar :

F

shots aren’t executed properly.

“I'have got my strengths and he
has got his and we go about our jobs
in different ways. And the way we
both play presents opportunities for
the opposition to get us out as well.
It’s part of the risk and reward of
middle order cricket in T20.”

Surya has been world’s top run-
getter in the 2022 calendar year
with whopping 1040 runs at an av-
erage of 43 and a magnificent strike-
rate of 186. Phillips is eighth in
the ICC’s T20I batters’ list and has
scored 650 runs at a strike-rate of
158 plus.

Phillips is fearing that on good
batting tracks like Bay Oval (Mt
Maunganui) and McLean Park
(Napier), Surya’s strike-rate would
soar even higher.

“I could easily see (Surya’s) strike
rate being even higher here than
it was in Aussie, with the slightly
smaller grounds and the pitches
very similar, potentially a bit
bouncier with a bit more grass on
them. It’s going to be very inter-
esting what sort of strike rates we
see here.”

Harmanpreet sees
Australiatourasa —
chance to reassess

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bengaluru, Nov 19: The up-
coming tour of Australia isa good
opportunity for the Indian men’s
hockey team to reassess its
strengths and weakness ahead of
the FIH World Cup at home in
January, said seasoned dragflicker
Harmanpreet Singh.

A 23-member Indian team left
for Australia Saturday for a five-
match series beginning in Adelaide

on November 26 as part of prepa- -
ration for next year’s World Cup -

in Bhubaneswar and Rourkela
from January 13 to 29.

“I think this is a great oppor-
tunity for us to test ourselves and
the level we are at ahead of the
World Cup. Australia is one of
the top contenders for the title,
and playing against them will def-
initely help us in the lead up to the
tournament,” Harmanpreet, who
will lead the side in Australia,
said in a Hockey India release.

“I think we haven’t gone back
to Australia after the Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games in 2018.
As a team, we are excited and
happy to play in Australia which
offers unique playing conditions.”

India will play back-to-back
matches November 26 and 27, fol-
lowed by games November 30,
December 3 and 4. “These matches
will be a true test of our fitness lev-
els. Every game will be high in in-
tensity and will draw focus on re-
covery process after each game.
Every player will be looking to
bring his A game against Australia
ahead of the final team selection
for the World Cup,” said defender
Amit Rohidas.

ALS CHESS

Vietnam’s Quang Liem Le 4-3 via
the sudden tie-break.

They were level at 2-2 after the
four rapid games and honours were
shared in the blitz before Carlsen
prevailed in the Armageddon.

In the other match of the day,
American Wesley So crushed
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov of
Azerbaijan 3-0, winning three
straight games.

Carlsen is on top of the standings
with an all-win record with 15
points. Duda is second with nine
points followed by So (9).
Praggnanandhaa and Erigaisi have
six points each and are placed fifth
and sixth respectively.

In the sixth round Sunday,

Praggnanandhaa will take on ¢

Carlsen in a much-awaited clash
while Erigaisi will meet Liem Le.

Eight players qualified for the
Finals after a series of events in the—-

Meltwater Champions Tour.
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