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Actor Priyanka Chopra recalls being body
shamed in the Hindi film industry because
of her complexion

BITTER PAST
Indian weightlifter Mirabai Chanu braves
wrist pain to win a silver medal at the
World Championships

MIRABAI BAGS SILVER

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

Germany detains 25 members of a far-right group
who were planning a coup to overthrow the
government 

INTERNATIONAL | P10

COUP ATTEMPT IN GERMANY
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Stop preparing for oath-taking
cermonies! Exit polls got 

it wrong in Delhi 
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MARKET WATCH

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Dec 7: Cattle smug-
glers in a bid to escape from the
clutches of  law opened fire at a
Special Task Force (STF) team on
NH-49 under Turumunga police
limits  in Keonjhar district
Wednesday. The smugglers did so
when the STF personnel inter-
cepted the five containers carrying
the bovines. 

Eventually, the STF team man-
aged to detain two of  the trucks
while the remaining three fled
the spot.

According to sources, the animals
had been captured in Kanjipani,
Keonjhar, Turumunga and other
areas of  the district and were being
smuggled to Kolkata. 

Acting on a tip-off, a team of  the
STF intercepted the vehicles and
the smugglers near Kireitangiri
toll plaza in this district.

All of  a sudden, the smugglers
opened fire at the STF team. In re-
taliation, the STF personnel also
fired two rounds. 

Amid the shootout, three trucks
loaded with cattle managed to flee
the spot. However, two were stopped
and the drivers detained. The driv-
ers have been taken to the
Turumunga police station for in-
terrogation.  Police are trying to find
out, the involvement of  others in the
cattle smuggling.  Efforts are on
to locate the containers that fled. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 7: The Reserve Bank
of  India (RBI) expectedly slowed
Wednesday the pace of  increase
in borrowing costs in signs that
rates may be nearing the peak,
even as it reiterated its resolve to
fight inflation that has stayed above
the comfort zone for 10 straight
months. The RBI hiked the key
repo rate by 35 basis points (bps),
the fifth straight increase since
May, raising prospects of  EMIs for
home, auto and other loans rising
further. The previous four increases
totalled 190 bps, with the last three
hikes being 50 bps each.

The monetary policy committee
(MPC), comprising three members
from the RBI and three external
members, raised the key lending
rate or the repo rate to 6.25 per cent
by a 5:1 majority decision. Four of
the six members voted in favour of
the withdrawal of  accommodation,
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
said. The economic ‘growth in India
remains resilient, and inflation is
expected to moderate’, Das said.
“But the battle against inflation is
not over,” he added.

The RBI retained its 6.7 per cent
inflation forecast for the current
fiscal year ending March but low-

ered economic growth expectation
to 6.8 per cent from the 7 per cent fore-
cast previously. Retail inflation, which
has stayed above the 2-6 per cent tar-
get zone for 10 straight months, eased
to a three-month low of  6.77 per cent
in October, helped by a slower rise
in food prices and a higher base effect.

Das said the inflation is moder-
ating. “The worst of  inflation is
behind us,” Das said. “However,
there is no room for complacency,”
he added. Continued on P4

AGENCIES

Florida, Dec 7: She is an environmen-
tal scientist, a part-time model and her pas-
sion is to catch crocodiles and alligators.
She can easily be described as a stun-
ning scientist who tackles crocodiles with
her bare hands and earns thousands with
a racy modelling side hustle. However,
Rosie Moore has a goal while she does all
these exciting stuff. She wants more and
more women venture into the fields of  bi-
ological sciences and wildlife.

“As a scientist when I was giving in-
terviews for jobs, I was probably the only
female in the room. There would be six-
seven middle-aged men other than me
vying for the post. I want more and more
women to come into the field of  wildlife,
biological sciences,” Moore has been

quoted as saying by the Business Insider. 
“As a kid I was fascinated by sharks and

that is one of  the reasons why I moved to
Florida. So I could play with the sharks.
My present job entails me to catch croc-
odiles and snakes for tagging them, for ob-
serving them. I do it because I like it,”
Moore added. 

It was her underwater shooting with
sharks that enabled her to enter the world
of  modelling. “I got to know a few photog-
raphers who pushed me into modelling.
Frankly when I have time, I do model. It helps
me to earn the extra buck that I use for my
adventure trips,” Moore points out.

Moore  works in the public sector for the
city of  Delray on Florida’s southeast coast
doing water resource management, and
her day to day includes getting hands-on with
fearsome beasts. Continued on P4

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Dec 7: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) won Wednesday the
Municipal Corporation of  Delhi
(MCD) polls with 134 seats, end-
ing the 15-year rule of  the BJP in
the corporation. In the fight be-
tween the BJP and the AAP, the
Congress was reduced to a mere
spectator winning just nine wards
in the process.  

In his first address after the vic-
tory, an elated Arvind Kejriwal

vowed to improve civic amenities
in the national capital, and sought
the ‘blessings’ of  the Centre and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
achieve those goals.

The BJP put up a spirited fight,

winning 104 municipal wards,
while the Congress managed to
win just nine, down from 31 in the
previous civic poll. Three inde-
pendents also emerged victorious.

Kejriwal in his address to party
workers at the AAP office, said the
civic body will be rid of  ‘cor-
ruption and bribery’. His deputy
Manish Sisodia also thanked the
voters of  Delhi and said it was
their mandate that helped the
AAP defeat the ‘world's biggest
and most negative party’.

The counting of  votes began
at 8.00am at 42 centres across
Delhi amid tight security, and ini-
tial trends were in favour of  the
BJP. At one point, the BJP was
leading in 107 seats and the AAP
in 95. But as the counting pro-
gressed, the AAP went past the
BJP and slowly consolidated the
lead, finally winning 134 out of
the 250 wards. The BJP bagged
104 seats, thus not losing as badly
as was predicted by the exit polls.

Continued on P4

AAP CAPTURES MCD
Despite campaigning by heavyweights including 17 Central Ministers,

the saffron party failed to hold on to its 15-year-old bastion

AAP leaders including Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and his Punjab counterpart Bhagwant Mann at the victory ceremony Wednesday in New Delhi  PTI PHOTO  

2022 2017 GAIN/LOSS

AAP 134 48 +86

BJP 104 181 -77

Cong 9 30 -21

Others 3 9 -6

Woes for consumers 
as RBI hikes repo rate
THIS IS THE 5TH HIKE SINCE MAY WITH THE
LAST FOUR INCREASES TOTALLING 190 BPS   

GROWTH PROJECTION reduced
to 6.8% from 7% estimated in
September

CURRENT ACCOUNT deficit 
imminently manageable; 
forex reserve comfortable 
at USD 551.2bn

EMIs on house and automobile
loans set to rise again

INFLATION to come down below
6 pc in March quarter, to 
average 6.7 pc this fiscal

Catching crocs bare-handed to inspire women
Adventurers you see on
TV are almost always
men, like Steve Irwin,

Indiana Jones or Bear
Grylls. I want to break that
tradition
ROSIE MOORE 

Cattle smugglers
fire at STF team; 2
containers seized

Three-tier security for
counting in Padampur 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7: All arrangements
are ready for smooth and transparent count-
ing of  votes cast in the December 5 Padampur
bypoll in Odisha, state Chief  Electoral Officer
(CEO) SK Lohani said here Wednesday.

Tight security is in place for the count-
ing at the RMC yard near the Padampur
sub-collector’s office and trained offi-
cials have been engaged for the work, in-
formed Lohani.

Lohani said that a three-tier security
arrangement is in place and central para-
military forces will man the innermost
layer. The state armed police will be in place
in the second layer and the local police in
the outermost one. Three companies of  the
central forces will be engaged for security,,
Lohani informed.

The counting of  postal votes will start at
8.00am and that in 319 polling booths of
the constituency from 8.30am. The entire
process is likely to be completed by evening
with the results declared, Lohani added.

Counting will be conducted on 14 ta-
bles in 23 rounds considering that over 81
per cent votes have been cast in the bypoll.
Lohani informed that the returning offi-
cer has so far received 296 postal votes. He
will receive them till 7.59am before com-
mencement of  counting. 

The ECI has deputed an observer to over-
see the process and there will be one count-
ing supervisor and one assistant at each table.
In addition, one micro-observer of  the cen-
tral government will be deputed who will
report to the observer. 

The CEO also said that proper arrange-

ments have been made for the dissemination
of round-wise results. The counting agents nom-
inated by candidates will also be present to ob-
serve the counting. Candidates or their elec-
tion agents can also be present inside the
counting hall, Lohani said.

The result of  the high-stake Padampur by-
poll is anxiously awaited as a neck-to-neck
fight is  expected between ruling BJD candi-
date Barsha Singh Bariha, the daughter of
late Bijay Ranjan Singh Bariha and BJP nom-
inee Pradip Purohit, who is also its Krushak
Morcha president. Bijay Ranjan’s death in
October necessitated the bypoll in Padampur.

Congress nominee and three-time MLA
Satya Busan Sahu and seven other candi-
dates are in the fray.

Meanwhile, Congress legislator of  Jatni
constituency Suresh Routray said that the
party’s candidate might lose the poll due to ex-
cessive expenditure by the BJD and BJP.

Both BJD and BJP are confident of  winning
the bypoll, the result of  which is likely to have
an impact on state politics as it is considered
to be the last before the 2024 general election
and polls to the Odisha Assembly. 

MORE P3

Chief Electoral Officer SK Lohani 



Mumbai: Priyanka
Chopra, aka PeeCee, who
has acted in more than 60
Hindi films, recently re-
called being body shamed
in the industry because of
her complexion. The ac-
tress also revealed that
she was called ‘black cat’
and ‘dusky’.

In an interview with
a news portal, the Andaaz
actress said that she faced
body shaming when she
started out in the Hindi
film industry. The actress
added that she was called
‘black cat’ and ‘dusky’ in
a country where literally
everyone was brown.
According to her, she had
to work harder than her
counterparts even though
she believed that she was
more talented than them
and all this because she
was not fair skinned.

Elaborating further,

Priyanka added all that
probably had to do with
India’s colonial past.
According to her, it has
not even been 100 years
since India shed the
British Raj so people here
are still holding on to it. 

Meanwhile, on the
work front, Priyanka will
next be seen in an up-
coming web series,
Citadel. Apart from this,
she is also a part of
upcoming Hindi film,
Jee Le Zaraa. To be
directed by Farhan
Akhtar, the film
will bring to-
gether PeeCee,
Alia Bhatt
and
Katrina
Kaif  for
the first
time.

AGENCIES

P2 LUHRMANN’S ELVIS NAMED BEST 
FILM AT AUSTRALIAN FILM AWARDS

leisure
Elvis, which earlier this week dominated the
craft prizes at AACTA (Australian Academy of
Cinema and Television Arts) awards, added four
more prizes to kitty, including ‘Best Film’ and
‘Best Director’ for Baz Luhrmann.

Actress Jenna Ortega is facing backlash after she
confessed that she filmed the dance scene on the
hit Netflix series Wednesday while testing
positive for Covid. The 20-yr-old actress made the
confession during an interview with NME.
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AQUARIUS
There are no short-cuts to
success. You know this very
well and work you socks off
to get what you want. Colleagues, friends
and family – all of them will acknowledge
and appreciate your efforts and achieve-
ments. Though you will be apprehensive
about it, you will have to take some risks
to bring the desired change in your life,
says Ganesha.

PISCES
Interactions with those of the
opposite sex will mark your
day. It is also a good day to
strike up friendship with those of the oppo-
site sex. For those in love, today is a good
day to spend time with your partner. 

SAGITTARIUS
Good Samaritans around
you may give unsolicited,
but valuable advise. Take it
as a hint, and consider it for your better-
ment. Take your decision after following
the advise, and this may definitely yield
benefits, says Ganesha.

LIBRA
Ganesha says today is a for-
tunate day for starting new
work. You will win the
hearts of everyone with your amazing
charm. Your house and its arty interior
decoration will impress people.

SCORPIO
Do your deeds and don't
expect returns is what
Indian mythology has
taught us since time immemorial. Now,
it's time to implement it, especially at
work. You may have to wait a little longer
in terms of your business and joint ven-
ture. However, don't lose hope as the
fruits of patience are sweet.

LEO
A challenging day awaits
you. You will face some ten-
sions and problems, howev-
er this doesn't mean you will not be able
to complete all your work successfully.
Your personal life will proceed as usual,
however expectations from you at the
work-front will increase. You need to
maintain a balance between your home
and work-place, says Ganesha.

VIRGO
Children will be a source of
a lot of appreciation today,
in and out of the classroom.
Your logical abilities will become stronger.
Ganesha advises you to stay peaceful,
flow with the tide and enjoy yourself,
regardless of what happens in the day.

GEMINI
Today may not be very
meaningful and productive
for you, though you will get
to spend plenty of quality time with your-
self in the afternoon, which may not nec-
essarily be to your liking. By evening, you
may feel a little extra sensitive. A lonely
day, or as an optimist would put it, you've
got the whole day to yourself; it could
have been worse (For instance, a day
alone with your nagging mother-in-law!).

CANCER
You are likely to be at your
inventive best today, feels
Ganesha. You are likely to
taste success, much to the delight of your
colleagues at work and loved ones back
home. However, experience counts, and if
you are a beginner at something, you may
face problems in your new venture.

ARIES
If you are involved in mone-
tary matters, today you will
find yourself weighing the
benefits. A loan that you have applied for
may be sanctioned. Look at a range of
choices, says Ganesha, and you will end
up feeling very happy about it.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
This day you will have an
urge to take a trip, be it a
small one. Ganesha sees
you enthusiastically making detailed
plans and arrangements, arranging for
funds and getting in touch with all those
you desire to take along. It is possible
that you may ultimately scrap your plans
and choose to stay at home. 

CAPRICORN
Though less, you will get
money from your invest-
ments and other resources.
Don't ignore pending projects; complete
them at the earliest so that you will have
clear picture about your requirements
and responsibilities, advises Ganesha.
Once you are done with them, you will
enjoy happy times with your friends and
family in the evening.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

JENNA ORTEGA DRAWS FLAK FOR 
VIOLATING COVID GUIDELINES

When PeeCee was 
called a black cat

Mumbai: Celebrities always
literally get thronged by

their fans for selfies
or autographs when-
ever they make a
public appearance.
While most of
them always

oblige their ad-
mirers, there
are few who
get irritated.

Shraddha
Kapoor has
made it clear
that she be-
longs to the

former cate-
gory. During a
recent visit to
the Udaipur air-

port, the actress
happily took on

requests from the
staff  of  getting a

picture cl icked 
with her.

However, one female
fan urged her for a pic-

ture even as she
was leaving.

But

Shraddha not only readily agreed
for the picture but also compli-
mented the fan for her red outfit.
Needless to say, the fan’s joy knew
no bounds. The netizens showered
praises for her sweet gesture towards
the fans. 

On the work front, Shraddha
hasn’t been seen in any
movie  fol lowing
Baaghi 3 in 2020.
Unfortunately for the
makers,  that  fi lm
couldn’t complete its
ful l  run at  the  
box of f ice  
because of  
the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The actress
was recently
seen in 
her Stree avatar
in the song
Thumkeshwari
along with
Varun Dhawan
and Kriti Sanon
from the film
Bhediya.
AGENCIES

Mumbai: Sushmita Sen is one of  the most tal-
ented and loved actors in the industry. The
actress recently became the only Hindi
film actress to make it to the Top Most
Searched Personality list.

According to reports, the Aarya ac-
tress features on the fifth position on
the list. 

Sushmita and Lalit Modi were
all over the news after the latter
made their relationship official
by sharing their mushy pictures
together on Instagram. 

While Sushmita maintained
a stoic silence on this for some
time, she broke her silence when
she was accused of  being a gold
digger. In a post, she wrote that
she was ‘perfectly centred’ in
her being and that she digs
“deeper than Gold’. “I’ve al-
ways (famously) preferred
Diamonds! And yes I still buy them myself,”
she had written in a post. In another post, the
Sirf  Tum actress had also categorically de-
nied that she was married.

Sushmita Sen was earlier dating model
Rohman Shawl. However, the actress parted
ways with him in 2021 for reasons best known
to her.

Meanwhile, on the work front, Sushmita will next
be seen in Taali where she will be essaying the role
of  a transgender and activist Gauri Sawant. Apart
from this, the actress also has Ram Madhvani’s
Aarya 3 in her kitty. AGENCIES

Sushmita makes it to the Top 
Most Searched Personality list

Shraddha’s 
sweet gesture 

towards fans wins hearts

Bhubaneswar: Members of
Panchadhwani Natya Parishad,
a well-known theatre troupe of
the city presented Odia play
Swapna Purusha here at
Bhanjakala Mandap, Wednesday. 

Written by Purushottam
Bhuyan and directed by
Diptiranjan Das, the play revolved
around the dream of  protagonist
Kalicharaaan Das, a lecturer. 

One day he sees in his dream
that he is getting felicitated by
a publishing house which agrees
to publish his novel.  It sends a
guest to convey the message to
him. So, Das, in his dream, starts
organising his home with the
help of  his family to welcome the
guest. But soon after, he wakes
up from his dream.  However,
miraculously his dream comes
true and the guest from the pub-
lishing house arrives in time
with the good news. 

Every one dreams in his life
and expectedly, it ends at one

point. But he never stops chas-
ing his dream even as he wakes
up from his sleep, conveyed the
director. 

The play marked the end of
3-day state level theatre festi-
val organised by Panchadhwani
Natya Parishad. 

The guests who were pres-
ent on the occasion included

dramatists Lala Biren Roy,
Prasanna Mishra, Mukund
Satpathy, Satya Narayan Jena
and actor and poet Tofan Jena.
Natyashree troupe from
Berhampur staged Iti Mun
Tamara on the first day of  the
event while the host organisation
presented Swami Bhumikare
on the second day.  PNN

State level drama fest concludes

A scene from the play Swapna Purusha OP PHOTO
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BRAINSTORMING SESSION
CDA chairperson Anil
Kumar Samal convened a
meeting of the
development authority in
Cuttack, Wednesday 

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 65,11,83,136  62,77,09,946 66,50,423  

India 4,46,73,949  4,41,39,056  5,30,638  

Odisha 13,36,304    13,26,915  9,204

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7: Chief
Minister  Naveen Patnaik
Wednesday took feedback from
BJD leaders who managed the elec-
tioneering in Padampur bypoll,
the results of  which will be out
Thursday.

Patnaik taking feedback from
party leaders a day before vote
counting is the first-of-its-kind ex-
ercise in the BJD which has been
in power in the state since 2000.

Party insiders said Patnaik was
anxious about the outcome of  the
high-stakes by-election, which took
place December 5, especially after
the BJP trounced the ruling party
in the state in the Dhamnagar
Assembly bypoll in November.

The BJD leaders, who met
Patnaik, were assigned different
tasks in Padampur. The con-
stituency was divided into differ-
ent zones, and leaders were as-
signed the responsibility of  booths,
gram panchayats, blocks and

Padampur Notified Area 
Council (NAC). 

“They narrated how they man-
aged the mood over issues such as
drought, demand for a separate
district and party candidate Barsha
Singh Bariha's marriage in a non-
tribal family,” a party leader said.

They also told Patnaik how they
dealt with different obstacles and
bolstered the party's prospects in
Padampur.

“The BJD changed its strategy
after Dhamnagar result and en-
gaged both old and young leaders
in campaigning,” he said.

The BJD leaders exuded confi-
dence in the victory of  the party can-
didate. “We apprised the CM about

our fieldwork in Padampur, how the
ground situation changed within
22 days after  our ar rival ,”
Dhenkanal MLA Sudhir Samal,
one of  the bypoll managers, said.

Samal said they also informed
Patnaik, the party president, about
possible leading margins in vari-
ous segments of  the constituency.

He said the BJD's vote percent-
age has increased after Patnaik’s
three public meetings in Padampur.

Senior BJD leader and former
MP Pradeep Majhi said they nar-
rated their Padampur experience
to Patnaik. 

“The CM asked us to remain
dedicated to the service to the peo-
ple,” Majhi said.

Another senior party leader,
Sharada Nayak, said the CM asked
them to submit reports about spe-
cific programmes required for dif-
ferent areas of  the state ahead of
the 2024 general elections.

Both the BJD and the BJP had-
n't left any stone unturned for
Padampur bypoll.

After their defeat in Dhamnagar,
the BJD had engaged ministers,
lawmakers and senior leaders in the
by-election.

Patnaik had addressed three
public meetings in support of  the
BJD candidate.

On the other hand, Union min-
isters Dharmendra Pradhan,
Ashwini  Kumar Vaishnaw,
Narendra Singh Tomar and
Bishweswar Tudu campaigned for
the BJP candidate.

BJP candidate Pradip Purohit ex-
uded confidence in winning the
byelection with a comfortable 
margin.

BJD nominee Barsha Singh
Bariha also said she was confident
of  a positive outcome.

Congress candidate Satya
Bhusan Sahu, however, said that the
Congress will retain its vote share
of  the 2019 elections.

“The situation changed after
the CM's visit and inflow of  money
into Padampur. It is going to be
victory of  ‘Dhan Tantra’ (money
power) and not ‘Gana Tantra’
(democracy),” he said.

Naveen takes feedback from leaders  
CM taking feedback 

from party leaders a day
before counting is the 

first-of-its-kind exercise in
BJD which has been 
in power in the state 

since 2000

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Dec 7: Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) MP Achyuta Samanta
Wednesday urged the Ministry of
Finance to withdraw Goods and
Services Tax (GST) on kendu leaf.

Speaking during the Zero Hour
of  Lok Sabha, the Kandhamal MP
said that kendu leaf, a minor for-
est produce, is the financial back-
bone of  around 8 lakh people,
mostly belonging to tribal com-
munity.

“Imposition of  18 per
cent GST on kendu
leaf  is  ad-
versely af-
fecting the
trade and
subse-
quently
the
liveli-
hoods
of  leaf
pluckers,
binders
and sea-
sonal work-
ers. Hence,
the tax
needs to be withdrawn in the greater
interest of  the people, especially
those belonging to the tribal com-
munity of  Odisha,” said Samanta.

BJD MP Chandra Sekhar Sahu,
meanwhile, urged the Centre to
increase assistance under ‘area
expansion’ programme.

Highlighting that area expan-
sion for fruit crop and floriculture
has been a major component of
the Mission for  Inte g rated
Development of  Horticulture
(MIDH), Sahu said that increas-
ing assistance under ‘area expan-
sion’ programme would help more
farmers get the benefits of  the mis-
sion which would ultimately help
double their income.

“In my state, the maximum cost

of  cultivation
per hectare for

high density
mango is  Rs
42,000. It is Rs
60,000 for pa-

paya, Rs 10,263 for banana, Rs
1,00,000 for cut flower and for spices
crop it’s somewhere between Rs
30,000 and Rs 50,000. Out of  the
same, about 40-50 per cent subsidy
is being provided to farmers to
take up the programme. How will
the small farmers of  Odisha get the
benefits of  the programme with
high cultivation cost?” Sahu said.

Cuttack MP Bhartruhari Mahtab
requested the Centre to introduce
changes in the operational guide-
lines of  Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY).

As per Section 21.5 of  the
Revamped Operational Guideline
of  PMFBY, perils like hailstorm, in-
undation, landslide, cloudburst,
natural fire due to lightning have

been included under risk scenario
of  localised calamity. At Section
21.5.10, however, loss to crops like
paddy, sugarcane, jute due to in-
undation are not included as they
are considered hydrophilic crops,
Mahtab said.

Due to such exclusion, paddy
farmers, who account for more
than 95 per cent of  the insured
farmers, were being deprived of
the benefits of  PMFBY, the Cuttack
MP pointed out.

Waive GST on kendu leaf: BJD

BJD assures cooperation for smooth RS session 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7:Noted researcher
and scholar Bhaskar Mishra will be fe-
licitated with the prestigious ‘Sri
Jagannath Chetana Gabesak Samman’
by ‘Sri Jagannath Chetana Gabesana
Pratisthan’ during an event in Puri
December 10, an official said Wednesday.

Governor Ganeshi Lal will felici-
tate Mishra in presence of  Puri Gajapati
Dibyasingha Deb and many eminent dig-
nitaries, it was learnt.

Mishra has won laurels from sev-
eral quarters for his research and ar-
ticles on Jagannath culture. 

Of  the 68 books authored by him, at
least 55 are on Jagannath culture.

Mishra is also a regular contributor
of  write-ups on Lord Jagannath to
many publications, including Utkal
Prasanga, in Odisha.

About the December 10 ceremony,
Mishra said that the award will defi-
nitely go a long way to encourage re-
searchers and scholars to delve more
into charisma of  Lord Jagannath. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7: Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation (BMC) re-
ceived the India Sanitation Coalition
(ISC)-FICCI Award for Best Faecal
Sludge and Septage Management
Model at the India Sanitation Conclave
2022 in New Delhi Wednesday. 

Bhubaneswar Mayor Sulochana
Das received the award. On the oc-
casion, Das said, “We dedicate the
award to the people of  Bhubaneswar
whose cooperation is helping us in
achieving our goals.”

She also thanked Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik for his strong po-
litical will to adopt the innovative
faecal sludge and septage manage-
ment model and its successful im-
plementation.

Earlier, the Smart City became the
first such city in the country to re-
ceive ISO 9001:2015 certification for
effective Faecal Sludge and Septage

Management (FSSM) services.The
vision for Faecal Sludge and Septage
Management in Bhubaneswar is:
The City becomes totally sanitised,

healthy and liveable along with en-
suring sustenance of  good sanitation
habits with improved Onsite
Sanitation Services together with fae-
cal  sludge and 

septage management. 
The ISC-FICCI
awards showcase a

wide range of  tal-
ent and work in
the sector that
has made an im-
pact on the de-

velopment hori-
zon of  the country.

They recognise both
the key actors and sector

practitioners besides the programme
stakeholders and the companies/in-
stitutions that are innovating and
adapting at a time of  unprecedented

developmental change in India. By
recognising and showcasing the
awardees, ISC constantly strives to help
them expand their footprints. The
ISC-FICCI sanitation awards are given
for excellence in multiple categories
including — Best Corporate Initiative
in Sanitation (CSR): Small and Large;
Best Non-profit engagement model in
Sanitation: Rural and Urban; Best
Communication in Sanitation:
Traditional and digital, among others.

Others who also brought laurels
to Odisha at the ceremony include
Sasmita Barik, a Swachha Sathi
from Bhadrak Municipality, who
was felicitated with “Woman
Changemaker in Sanitation” Award.
This apart, Jajpur district was also
awarded for “Best Skilling Initiative
in Sanitation.” 

TAKING TO THE STREETS: Members of Odisha High School Contract Teachers’ Association stage a demonstration at Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday,
demanding job regularisation OP PHOTO

BMC wins laurels for faecal sludge & septage mgmt

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7: In a bid to
popularise sports, especially
hockey, Odisha School Education
Programme Authority (OSEPA)
Wednesday wrote to all district
education officers (DEOs) for
preparation of  plans for organising
annual sports activities at school
level.

The sports activities would be
taken up at school/block/district
level in all the districts with the
theme ‘Hockey World Cup:
Promoting hockey sports among
schoolchildren’.

This decision was taken by the
state government ahead of  FIH
Odisha Men’s Hockey World Cup-
2023 to be held in Bhubaneswar
and Rourkela in January. The an-
nual sports activity (ASA) with
Hockey World Cup theme should
be promoted among school-
children and general public, said
the letter.

In the letter, state project direc-
tor of  OSEPA Anupam Saha said,
“The FIH Odisha Men's Hockey
World Cup will  be held at
Bhubaneswar & Rourkela from
January 13 to 29, 2023. To popu-
larise hockey and commemorate the

FIH Odisha Men's Hockey World
cup-2023, Annual Sports Activities
to be taken up at school/block/dis-
trict level in all the districts.”

The SOP regarding organisa-
tion of  annual sports activities is
to be followed for timely completion
of  sports events.

In this regard, it is also inti-
mated that hoarding/banner
standees and posters reflecting
FIH Odisha Men's Hockey World
Cup shall be installed at the
school/block/district level sports
venue/ground. 

“In view of  the above, you are re-
quested to prepare the annual

sports plan of  schools immedi-
ately and send it to the email id
‘osepate2022@gmail.com’ posi-
tively,” he added.

The districts which are popu-
lar for hockey should give priority
to hockey in their ASA. Hence, dis-
tricts like Khurda and Sundargarh
shall give priority to organising
hockey matches among students as
far as possible. 

The director of  secondary edu-
cation had already released Rs 1.69
crore December 2, 2022 in favour of
all blocks at Rs 54,000 per block to-
wards organisation of  sports com-
petition at block level.

Research scholar
Bhaskar Mishra 
to be felicitated 

The BJD Wednesday assured full cooperation in smooth running of
the house to new Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar on the

opening day of  the Winter Session. Welcoming Dhankhar, BJD Rajya
Sabha MP Sasmit Patra said that his party has never crossed the
‘Lakshman Rekha’ in the past and always respected the sanctity of  the
house. He assured Dhankhar that his party will cooperate in the
smooth running of  the house. The BJD MP also suggested that MPs
of  regional parties should be given adequate time to speak during Zero
Hour and raise special mentions to highlight state-specific issues.

Promote sports at school level: OSEPA 

We
dedicate the

award to the people
of Bhubaneswar whose
cooperation is helping

us in achieving 
our goals

SULOCHANA DAS |
BHUBANESWAR MAYOR

Atotal of  174 km of  the 289-km
long Khurda-Bolangir railway

project is yet to be commissioned,
said Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw while replying
to a question of  Kandhamal MP
Achyuta Samanta in Lok Sabha.
Vaishnaw said only 115.66 km of  the

much awaited railway proj-
ect has been commis-

sioned till now. 
The project is

of  289  km
length and di-
vided into
two parts.
While first
part (km 0 to
km 112) is

fully funded by Railways, second
part (from km 112 to km 289) is on
cost sharing in which the land is
to be provided free of  cost by Odisha
government along with sharing
50 percent cost of  construction, he
said. 

The anticipated cost of  the mega
railway project is Rs 3,792 crore. So
far, an expenditure of  Rs 2,105 crore
has been incurred on the project,
Vaishnaw said. 

Rs 371.85 crore has been spent on
this project during the financial
year 2021-22. An outlay of  Rs 891.12
crore (Rs 655 crore budgetary sup-
port and deposit Rs 236.12 crore) has
been provided in the financial year
2022-23.

O D I S H A I N

115km of Khurda-Bolangir rly
line commissioned: Vaishnaw

Sangeeta for crop 
insurance claims
BJP MP Sangeeta Kumari Singh

Deo Wednesday requested the
Union Ministry of  Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare to impress upon
Odisha government to release the in-
stalment under Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) to fa-
cilitate disbursement of  crop in-
surance claims to the farmers of
Western Odisha. Raising the issue
under Rule 377 in Lok Sabha, she said
as Odisha is a disaster-prone state,
the PMFBY is a major risk mitiga-
tion program for the farmers. The
Bolangir MP further said the Odisha
government is holding up instal-
ment of  PMFBY even though the
Centre has already released the
funds. Besides, BJD MP Mahesh
Sahoo demanded establishment of
medical college in Dhenkanal district.

PADAMPUR
BYPOLL
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New Delhi, Dec 7: The Supreme
Court Wednesday granted two
months time to the Union Jal Shakti
Ministry to file a status report with
respect to the meetings convened
by it to resolve the dispute related
to Polavaram project among Odisha,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and
Chhattisgarh with talks.

A three-judge bench of  the apex
court led by Justice SK Kaul
recorded the statement of  the ad-
ditional solicitor general (ASG)
Aishwarya Bhati and adjourned the
matter to February 15.

The apex court noted that the
states had given technical points
to the Central Water Commission
(CWC). The ASG submitted in the
apex court that the CWC has given
a report to the Union Jal Shakti
ministry which shows some di-
vergence. The ASG also submitted
that the government needs fur-
ther time to examine the report and
mediate among the states and also
submitted that efforts will be put
to schedule the meeting of  chief
ministers of  the concerned states.

During the hearing, counsel ap-

pearing for the state of  Odisha
submitted that the state has not re-
ceived any communication from the
Union government after the sub-
mission of  technical points. The
counsel also submitted that the
Union government has also sched-
uled any meeting of  chief  minis-
ters as of  now.

Meanwhile, Andhra Pradesh
counsel argued in the apex court
that Odisha hasn’t conducted pub-
lic hearings for years now.

Countering AP’s argument,
Odisha counsel submitted that en-
tire project dynamics were changed
without prior notice. The counsel
submitted that the project has
caused huge flooding in Odisha.

“What public hearing we will
conduct when we don’t know the

dynamics of  the project? We don’t
know how much area to be sub-
merged after completion. They
have not provided us the details,”
the counsel for Odisha submitted.

Chhattisgarh counsel Sumer
Sodhi submitted that the state has
given technical points to Centre but
no response was received from the
Centre.

Earlier, the Supreme Court
September 6 asked the Union gov-
ernment to play a “pioneering
role” in resolving the dispute re-
lated to Polavaram project among
Odisha,  Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Chhattisgarh with
talks.

The apex court had directed the
Union Ministry of  Jal Shakti to
convene a meeting of  higher of-
ficials from Odisha, Chhattisgarh
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
to resolve the environmental con-
c e r n s  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  t h e
Polavaram project, being con-
structed by Andhra Pradesh on
the Godavari river.

Significantly, three suits, each
by Odisha, Chhattisgarh and
Telangana, have been filed against
the Polavaram project in the
Supreme Court raising environ-
mental concerns. Odisha, in 2018
also filed an interim application
against the Union government
for keeping the “stop work order”
dated February 2011 in abeyance
year-on-year and seeking direc-
tions that the project be stopped
until a fresh environment impact
assessment is carried out, in-
cluding public hearing as man-
d at e d  by  va r i o u s  E I A  
notifications.

SC seeks status report on
Polavaram in two months

AAP captures...
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay

Singh said the barely 10-year-old
party has ‘defeated’ the largest
party of  the country (BJP) in their
stronghold. “The results have once
again proved the AAP is a hardcore
honest party,” Singh said.

Delhi BJP president Adesh Gupta
played down the defeat. “Despite 15
years of  anti-incumbency, our per-
formance is good. We worked for the
people of  Delhi at the municipal cor-
porations but may be some people
were not happy. There was no anger
against the BJP though,” Gupta
stated.

The mood at the AAP’s office
on Rouse Avenue was celebratory
since morning with patriotic songs
blaring through loudspeakers and
the entire premises decked up with
colourful balloons.

Kejriwal also harped on the im-
portance of  ‘positive politics’.
“We all have to improve the con-
dition of  Delhi and I need cooper-
ation of  all, including the BJP and
Congress,” Kejriwal stated.

The BJP had trounced both the
AAP and the Congress by winning
181 of  272 wards of  the three mu-
nicipal corporations in the 2017
elections. However, this time the saf-
fron party failed to do an en core. 

Woes for consumers...
Announcing the monetary pol-

icy committee’s (MPC) decisions,
Das said the main risk is that in-
flation could remain sticky and el-
evated. “The MPC was of  the view
that further calibrated monetary
policy action was warranted to
keep inflation expectations an-
chored, break core-inflation per-
sistence and contain second-round
effects,” Das said. Das said the
Indian economy remains resilient,
drawing strength from its macro-
economic fundamentals. The out-
look for the economy is supported
by good progress of  rabi sowing, sus-
tained urban demand, improving
rural demand, a pick-up in manu-
facturing, a rebound in services
and robust credit expansion.

UP IN ARMS: Members of the Odisha unit of All India Fair Price Shop Dealers’ Federation staged a protest seeking fulfillment of their various demands
in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7: CARE
Hospitals, Bhubaneswar recently
bagged two prestigious awards i.e.
The Economic Times Healthcare
Awards 2022 and Indian Chambers
of  Commerce  Healthcare
Excellence Awards. 

The coveted awards are aimed to
recognize, acknowledge, and ce-
ment the ground-breaking contri-
butions of  the organization in the
healthcare sector. The hospital was
declared the winner in the cate-
gory of  Best Multi Specialty Hospital
(East) –Economic Times Healthcare
Awards and Best Multi Specialty
Hospital (East) – ICC Healthcare
Excellence Awards.

Commenting on this momen-
tous occasion, KislayAnand, HCOO,
CARE Hospitals, said, “Every ac-
complishment is a reminder of  our
commitment to our patients, and
providing them with the best clin-
ical excellence, which defines our
ability to make a difference. I would
like to thank The Economic Times
and ICC for acknowledging our ex-
pertise. This would not have been
possible without our doctors and
medical team. I congratulate and
thank all the doctors, and their
team for their unparalleled com-

mitment to patient care. 
Lokanath Dash, AVP, CARE

Hospitals said, “This prestigious
recognition will go a long way in in-
spiring us to deliver the finest qual-
ity care through integrated clinical
practice and contribute signifi-
cantly to the healthcare landscape
of  India.”

CARE Hospitals is dedicated to
providing affordable healthcare
services with its presence across
non-metro cities in India. With a
highly talented team of  more than
1400+ doctors across the network and
over 6600+ employees, the CARE
Hospitals Group treats millions of
patients every year.

CARE Hospitals bags 2 awards 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7: Sindhu
Brown’s Learning Centre, English
language training, opened its first
centre at Centurion University
Corporate Office at Jaydev Vihar
here. The centre ‘C4E’ will offer
multi-level courses in English lan-
guages. The Centre has its own
method of  teaching English lan-
guage. This is an Institute exclusively
for English courses designed for
toddlers, teens, youth, adults, pro-
fessionals as well as seniors. Last
year it published 21 books for kids
on various themes based on ‘Trace
and learn’ concept.

The centre will offer different
batches each for the morning, af-
ternoon and evening sessions and
its curriculum is designed espe-
cially and specifically for house-
wives, people looking for jobs, stu-

dents and for working profession-
als/business people who are at dif-
ferent levels of  learning English,
from basic alphabets and phonic
sounds to professional course like
IELTS. 

The set of  21 books which was
published last year will be a part of
the course curriculum. These books
are of  – English alphabets, English
phonics, silent words, sight words,
songs, positive affirmations, wild an-
imals,  domestic animals, trans-
port, birds, flowers, food, fruits, &
vegetables to mention a few. 

Sindhu Brown’s Learning Centre
has a world-class educational method
at its crux. Its language experts
emphasise over the strongest
scholastic learning practices and
cherry-picked, time-tested action
plan to teach English. Sindhu
Brown’s Learning Centre offers
courses personalised according to
your native language, constructed
on grammar and vocabulary you al-
ready know. The outcome is a com-
pelling curriculum available at
your fingertips - wherever you are
and whenever you want to learn.

Brown’s English Learning 
Centre opens at Jaydev Vihar

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7:  SAI
International School hosted the
6th edition of  one of  India’s biggest
K-12 Science and Technology fest
SAITED 2022, Wednesday, with the
theme ‘Transcending every di-
mension’. This was a day-long, stu-
dent driven event managed by the
students of  class XI from the sci-
ence stream with handholding sup-
port from mentors.

The event was graced by the
chief  guest  Appavuraj
Ramachandran, Chairman, Centre
for Personnel Talent Management

(CEPTAM), Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO).

Addressing the students,
Ramachandran said, “There is a lot
to emulate from Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam: His determination, high
moral values, simplicity, his vi-
sion, and above all his love for the
nation. If  children adopt these val-
ues, then they can achieve any goal
they set.”

This year’s event hosted over
631 students from 15+ schools from
across the state showcasing more
than 120 projects at the Science ex-
hibition. Schools from Odisha
Adarsha Vidyalaya Sangathan were

also a part of  this mega event with
their project on ‘Global Neural
Network for the Treatment of
Breast Cancer’ and ‘Technological
Innovation for Eco System and
Health of  Iconic OAV’. 

Children from Pratibha Ashram
a childcare home for the homeless
presented a mesmerizing opening
dance for the audience at the event. 

Addressing the students at
SAITED 202,  Si lpi  Sahoo,
Chairperson, SAI International
Education Group said, “Every
child is a leader and is innovative.
We as facilitators give wings to
their critical thinking abilities,
creative minds, and scientific tem-
perament by holding events like
SAITED”.

A Crime Forensic Workshop
was conducted by DCP
Bhubaneswar Pratik Singh (IPS) for
the SAI International students. He
congratulated the students for the
SAITED 2022 event which had a
gamut of  activities and workshop
related to science and technology. 

SAI Int’l School hosts SAITED 2022

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7: The life of
a student is filled with many chal-
lenges such as stress, worry, and
competitiveness. So, when we talk
about exams, a whole mental
process keeps running through
our heads. Each and every student
worries about preparation, in-
cluding whether or not they are
ready, whether they should revise
right before the exam, and whether
they will remember their answers.

As the schedule of  board exams
for ICSE and CISCE students is
out, OrissaPOST talked to some stu-
dents at Loyola Bhubaneswar about
stress management and how they
are completing their syllabus among
other things.

Class X and XII students who
are going to sit for the board exam
for the first time are managing to
wake up late at night to complete
their vast syllabus. According to
them, the pressure under which
they are managing is equally dis-
tributed between the board and
pre-board exams. The biggest chal-
lenge being faced by them after
pandemic is preparing for the com-
petitive examination along with

the board pressure.
On completing the syllabus in

time, the students say the first
thing one should do is maintaining
the routine and following it every
day. One should start competing
with themselves before competing
with others. This will help in self-
development. There are various
steps to relax pressure, like medi-
tation, listening to music, playing,
and doing regular physical activ-
ity. The Covid-19 pandemic has
hampered and restricted students
from improving their academics.
According to students, the era of  old
school teaching is always beneficial
for a school, which would never
be replaced by online education.

Pressure of board exam is a 
challenge, feel Loyola students

Biofortified rice varieties
to alleviate malnutrition 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7: Rice is the sta-
ple food for more than 70 per cent pop-
ulation of  India. During the process
of  milling and polishing majority of
the essential micronutrients viz.
iron (Fe) and zinc (Zn) and impor-
tant vitamins of  rice grain are lost. 

Rice is also relatively low in pro-
tein content (7-8 per cent) as com-
pared to other cereals such as
wheat, barley and other millets.
Protein-energy malnutrition is
prevalent among children de-
pendent on rice. Biofortification
in rice could be a game changer for
those people who have very limited
choices of  dietary resources and can
also address the malnutrition issue.

The ICAR-National Rice Research
Institute (NRRI), Cuttack released
four new biofortified variety of  rice. 

They are CR Dhan 310, CR Dhan
315, CR Dhan 311 and CR Dhan
411. CR Dhan 310 as the first high
protein (10.3 per cent) rice variety
of  India.  

ICAR-NRRI signed nine MoUs
with private companies and
Farmers’ producer companies
(FPCs) for large scale seed pro-
duction and marketing of  the bio-
fortified rice varieties. 

AFFIDAVIT
I, Mr. Setho Ranjan Chetty,
S/o. Mr. Udaya Chandra
Chetty do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare as
under vide affidavit
No.5250 dated 03.12.2022.
That name of  my father
has been wrongly
mentioned as Uday
Chandra Chetty in my
passport vide No.
K2152964. The actual name
of  my father is Udaya
Chandra Chetty, which
may be amended
accordingly.

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

Catching crocs...
“My whole life I thought sharks

were the coolest thing, so I thought
of  going to Florida and find a way
to work with sharks. My work in-
volves dealing with water resources
and that is how I come in contact
with crocodiles and other reptiles,”
the 26-year-old informed. Moore
says that wildlife has taught her to
expect the unexpected. I’ve seen a
lot of  really amazing things work-
ing with wildlife for so many years.
One of  the coolest things was watch-
ing wild crocodilian babies hatch,
actually coming out of  their shells.
You never know what you’re going
to see. You can go out thinking it’s
a normal day but then you find the
most elusive snake that you’ve never
seen before in your life,” she added.

Continued from P1

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, Dec 7: Residents of
Nuasasan village in Cuttack district
were in a state of  shock after bullets
fired from unknown location landed
in different parts of  the village. It is
yet to be ascertained as to who fired
the bullets and from where.

The villagers alleged that the
bullets were coming from the east-
ern side of  the village.

While a few bullets hit the roofs
of  a few houses, some people also
sustained minor injuries in the fir-
ing, they alleged.

Incidentally, similar incidents have
been happening for the last three to
four years, which came to limelight
after a woman sustained serious in-
juries on her arm in the firing.

“One day, when I was collecting
water from a tube-well, a bullet hit
me on my hand. At that time, I

thought it to be electric shock as a
live wire was nearby. But later dur-
ing treatment, we came to know
that it was a bullet injury,” said
Subhasini Jena, a resident of
Nuasasan village.

Jena said she underwent treat-
ment for more than two months
for the bullet injury. The villagers
said that the bullets were proba-
bly being fired from the Naraj po-
lice firing range located nearby.

Cuttack Collector Bhabani
Shankar Chayani said he will ask
the SP (Rural) to investigate the
matter and take necessary action.

Anil Mishra, Additional DCP,
Cuttack, said, “A bullet's maximum
range is up to 1,000 gauge and there
is no habitation within that area
from the range. Besides, there is also
a hill. So there is no possibility that
the bullets were fired from the
Naraj firing range.”

Bullets shower in Cuttack village

The additional solicitor
general submitted in
the apex court that the
CWC has given a report
to the Union Jal Shakti
ministry which shows
some divergence
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CULTURAL FEST: Students participated in a drawing competition organised ahead of the state level Parab Festival-2022 at Town Hall in Jeypore, Wednesday OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, Dec 7: With a little over a
month to go for the FIH Odisha Men’s
Hockey World Cup tournament in January
2023, Sundargarh district, which is co-host-
ing the biggest hockey carnival in the
world, has plunged into a celebratory mood. 

The celebrations were kicked off  from
Saunamara village in Balisankara block,
which has made invaluable contribu-
tions to Indian hockey, with the inau-
guration of  a district-level sports and cul-
tural competition in a ‘Kick Of f
‘ceremony Tuesday.

Following the inaugural function,
hockey and football tournaments were
flagged off  in 279 Gram Panchayats across
the 17 blocks of  the district. Over 800
hockey and more than 1,100 football
teams have registered for the district-
level competitions.

Sundargarh District Collector Dr
Parag Harshad Gavali presided over
the inaugural function which was held
at the Suanamara High School ground.
Sundargarh Member of  Parliament
Jual Oram inaugurated the event as
the chief  guest. 

Hockey India President and son of  the

soil, Padma Shri Dr Dilip Tirkey, and
daughter of  the soil, Subhadra Pradhan
who capped the Indian Women’s Hockey
Team, were felicitated on the occasion.

“Our Sundargarh district is going to
host the World Cup Hockey for the first
time for which the largest hockey sta-
dium in the country is being built at
Rourkela. This will help Sundargarh get
a new global recognition. Moreover, the
laying of  synthetic turf  grounds in var-
ious blocks will help groom and promote
talents from rural areas,” Oram said.       

“I owe all the recognition and fame I
have achieved in my life to my village
Saunamara where I was born. The village
ground nurtured me for getting a berth
in the national team. Many players from
villages across the district, along with
Saunamara, have brought laurels to
Sundargarh,” said Tirkey while speaking
after the felicitation.

“Various programmes are being or-
ganised all over the district to accord a
grand welcome to the Hockey World Cup.
A number of  programmes are slated to
be held in schools and colleges along
with hockey and football tournaments in
rural as well as urban areas. The ad-
ministration is leaving no stone unturned
to make the grand event attractive and un-
forgettable,” said Collector Dr Parag
Harshad Gavali while appealing all citi-
zens to join the celebrations.

World Cup fete begins in ‘hockey cradle’
CELEBRATIONS HAVE BEEN KICKED OFF IN SAUNAMARA VILLAGE IN BALISANKARA BLOCK,

WHICH HAS MADE INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO INDIAN HOCKEY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Dec 7: Scores of
buildings, shopping malls, apart-
ments, and hotels have come up
in the areas under Berhampur
Municipal Corporation (BeMC)
without approval of  the latter. 

Many of  the shopping malls do
not have parking lots too. The BeMC
authorities have taken such ‘illegal
structures’ seriously. The local
body has decided that action will
be taken against the owners of
these buildings who have not taken
its approval. 

Reports said, the BeMC had pre-

pared a list of  such illegal buildings
and structures under its jurisdic-
tion. This has left the owners of
such buildings worried. 

Over 150 building owners have
been served with notices from the
BeMC. They were told to send their
replies within 15 days, said BeMC
Commissioner J Sonal. 

The BeMC Commissioner said
that a few days ago there was a re-
view meeting on the revenue loss
of  the BeMC. It revealed that the
number of  approved buildings was
decreasing while number of  build-
ings in the area is on an increase.

Later, the BeMC Commissioner

and senior officials took round of
the city and identified scores of
buildings made without adminis-
trative approval. 

Owners of  many buildings have
not taken occupation certificates
from the BeMC, which stands in vi-
olation of  Odisha Development
Authority Act, said the BeMC
Commissioner. 

These building owners have been
asked to reply on what basis they
made their buildings. “If  the build-
ing owners fail to reply in 15 days,
legal action will be taken against
them,” said the BeMC
Commissioner. 

He said that Berhampur sub-
collector, tehsildar and the SP have
been apprised of  the development.

BeMC TOUGHENS STAND AGAINST VIOLATORS

Owners of illegal buildings
to face the music in Silk City

ACCORDING TO BeMC
COMMISSIONER, A FEW DAYS AGO
THERE WAS A REVIEW MEETING ON
THE REVENUE LOSS OF THE CIVIC

BODY. IT REVEALED THAT THE
NUMBER OF APPROVED BUILDINGS
WAS DECREASING WHILE NUMBER
OF BUILDINGS IN THE AREA IS ON

AN INCREASE

OWNERS OF MANY BUILDINGS
HAVE NOT TAKEN OCCUPATION
CERTIFICATES FROM THE BeMC,

WHICH STANDS IN VIOLATION OF
ODISHA DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY ACT, IT WAS STATED 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mahakalapara, Dec 7: Tsunami
warning systems (TWSs) have been
installed at various places under this
block in Kendrapara district to help
people living near the coastlines in
timely evacuation. 

The villages under this block are al-
ways at the receiving end of  natural
calamities due to their close proxim-
ity to the coastlines. The warning
systems on towers will alert people liv-
ing near the shorelines 45 minutes

before the advent of  tsunamis. A TWS
is used to detect tsunamis in advance
and issue the warnings to prevent
loss of  life and damage to property.

The warning systems installed by
the Centre will ring sirens which will
be heard up to a distance of  2 km. As
a result, this will help people living near
the shorelines or in the low-lying
areas to move to safer and higher
places so that they can prevent loss of
life and damage to properties. 

According to reports, 10 high-pow-
ered towers were constructed in 2017-

18 for installation at various places of
the block. After their completion,
these towers have been installed at
Sasan Peta, Ratapanka, Narsinghpur,
Kandrapatia, Uttar Jambu, Jambu
lock (fishing jetty), Kajalpatia, Dakhina
Khola, Bada Tubi under Batighar
panchayat and on the premises of
Mahakalapara block office. 

Tsunami is caused when an area in-
side the deep sea is shaken by intense
earthquakes. One should be on alert
that shorelines located within a cer-
tain radius of  the earthquake’s epi-
centre may be hit by a tsunami. 

Another more immediate and omi-
nous sign of  an approaching tsunami
is a rapid and unexpected recession
of  water level well below the expected
low tide. As a result, tidal waves move
towards the shorelines at a speed of
500 km per hour and destroy the lives
of  people and properties living near
the shorelines. 

Block officials said that though the
TWSs have been installed here but
the control room of  the towers will be
at Hyderabad.

A senior  resident  Subhash
Chandra Swain said that these tow-
ers will be of  great help to the vil-
lagers living near the coastlines to
save their lives and properties dur-
ing an impending tsunami. 

A villager Hrushikesh Giri of
Kandrapatia village said that their
longstanding demands have been ful-
filled after the installation of  towers.

Warning systems in coastal pockets to
alert people 45 minutes before tsunamis 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhawanipatna, Dec 7: In a bid to
encourage the young generation to
use local handloom fabrics, the au-
thorities of  Kalahandi University
have decided that the uniform of  the
students  would be made of
Habaspuri clothes.

Habaspuri, a handloom fabric
from Chicheguda of  Kalahandi,
is now struggling for existence
for inadequate patronage and
market support.

Vice-Chancellor of  Kalahandi
University, Sanjaya Satpathy, said,
“This is a small attempt which

may boost the traditional Habaspuri
handloom weavers.”

He said that the government-

run university has tied up with
fashion designer Sujit Meher who
will provide the uniforms of  stu-
dents designed by him from
Habaspuri handloom fabric.

Habaspuri handloom has got a
geographical indication tag in 2012-
2013.

Due to inadequate patronage, a
number of  the people of  the weav-
ing community in the district are
leaving the profession and opting
for other work which can fetch re-
munerative income, Satpathy said.

Kalahandi varsity students to wear uniforms made of Habaspuri fabric

Woman steps on 
live wires laid for
poaching; critical 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Deogarh, Dec 7: A woman sus-
tained critical burn injuries after
coming in contact with live wires
laid for poaching wild animals at
Tainsar village under Sadar po-
lice limits of  Deogarh district,
Wednesday. 

The injured woman was identi-
fied as Sanjukta Pradhan, 48, wife
of  Lakshman Pradhan. 

The mishap occurred when she
was accompanying her husband
in a bullock cart to bring hay stacks
from their farmland. She was walk-
ing ahead of  the bullock cart when
she stumped upon a live wire that
had been laid to poach wild animals.
She screamed for help. 

Locals rescued her and rushed
her to the district headquarters
hospital from where doctors re-
ferred her to VSS Institute of
Medical Sciences and Research,
Burla after examining her health
condition. On being informed,
Forest officials reached the spot,
seized the wires and launched an
investigation.

TWSs INSTALLED BY THE CENTRE WILL RING SIRENS
WHICH WILL BE HEARD UP TO A DISTANCE OF 2 KM

EVMs of 11 booths
changed, alleges BJP 
Bargarh: Hours before the
counting of votes for the
Padampur bypoll in Bargarh
district, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has alleged that EVMs
of 11 booths have been changed
before being shifted to the strong
room, Wednesday. The saffron
party alleged that EVMs of 11
booths where the BJP has a sway
on the electorate have been
changed. A delegation of the
party workers met Collector
Monisha Banerjee and gave her a
complaint. The matter is being
investigated, she said. The
candidates were provided with a
list of EVMs with specific
numbers in 17-C forms before the
voting. However, the BJP alleged
that those EVM numbers have
been changed in the list provided
to their agents after the polling.
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T he massive public protests that have raged across Iran since 22-year-
old Mahsa Amini died in the custody of  the morality police in
September arrived at the World Cup. Ahead of  its 6-2 loss to England

last month, the Iranian team refused to sing the Islamic Republic’s national
anthem, with some activists in attendance waving protest signs and booing
the team for not quitting the tournament altogether in a show of  solidarity
toward the hundreds of  young Iranians killed during the past ten weeks.

Football is by far Iran’s favourite sport. So, for Iranians to turn against
their national team, especially one that had topped the Asian qualifiers, speaks
to the deep wound that the protests have etched on the country’s psyche. As
the movement has grown and protests spread from Tehran to the provinces,
protesters have broadened their demands. Their call for an end to harass-
ment by the morality police soon hardened into chants of  “death to the dic-
tator,” referring to 83-year-old Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

To be sure, this crisis does not appear to threaten the regime’s survival.
The protesters lack the means to overthrow the government, and the lead-
ership is unlikely to splinter. Fortunately for the regime, its external ene-
mies are helping it keep its different factions united. Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman and Israel’s former and likely future prime
minister, Binyamin Netanyahu, both support-
ers of  the protests, are probably the two most
reviled figures in Iran. And the United States
has a poor record of  fostering regime change
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, and Syria, leav-
ing behind failed or deeply destabilized states.

But the Islamic Republic’s harsh crackdown
on protesters has severed the government’s
ties to several generations of  Iranians, not only
young people. Their parents’ generation had been
largely loyal to the revolution; in their own
youth, middle-aged Iranians sought to reform
the system from within rather than overthrow
it. They elected politicians who promised not
just material benefits but also greater toler-
ance toward different lifestyles.

Over the past two decades, Iranian reformists
have tried with limited success to make the
Islamic Republic more tolerant. Former President
Mohammad Khatami, elected in 1997, pushed
for “dialogue among civilizations” until he
stepped down in 2005. President Hassan Rouhani,
who served from 2013 until 2021, promised more
moderate social policies, as well as repairing re-
lations with the West and bringing an end to eco-
nomic sanctions. Even former President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, elected as a hardliner
in 2005, later turned against his conservative bene-
factors and adopted his own style of  reformism. Since leaving office in 2013,
he has campaigned for greater individual liberties and abolition of  the
morality police (a step the regime has now taken).

In 2021, frustrated hardliners engineered the election of  a deeply conservative
cleric, current President Ebrahim Raisi, whose task would be to demonstrate
to the public what true Islamic revolutionaries could deliver. A uniformly
traditionalist government, the hardliners hoped, would deliver economic pros-
perity at home and cement Iran’s position as a regional power, turning
Iranians away from reform and rapprochement with the West.

When prosperity failed to materialise, the hardliners blamed Iran's poor
economic performance on Western sanctions, neoliberal policies intro-
duced by previous governments, and over-reliance on globalised markets.
Some even blamed the ineffectual 2015 nuclear deal for the country’s economic
ills. Raisi, who won the presidency with only 18 million votes (out of  an elec-
torate of  59 million), lacks the mandate and the experience to deliver on his
promises to reach a deal with the West, tame inflation, and stop the depre-
ciation of  the currency.

It follows, then, that Iranian conservatives were unprepared when the protests
erupted. Tensions between young women and the authorities over forced hijab
wearing have been bubbling for years, but conservatives paid little attention.
In fact, hardliners had been pushing for increased surveillance of  women
in public spaces since 2019, before Raisi’s election. Many thought it was time
to reverse the lax enforcement of  the 1983 hijab law that criminalised female
attire deemed “un-Islamic.” That doing so was inconsistent with the chang-
ing times, and that the dress code had already sparked protracted anti-hijab
protests in Iran’s more affluent urban neighbourhoods, did not seem to trig-
ger alarm bells. What the regime missed is that Iranian society has changed
since 1983, when most women observed the hijab law willingly. Many women
lived very different lives back then; they experienced 6-8 pregnancies on av-
erage, did not seek work outside the home, and were not as highly edu-
cated. The pro-poor policies of  the early Islamic revolutionaries provided
electricity, clean water, and health services to rural and poor urban areas,
transforming many women’s lives. Today, however, women in Iran marry in
their mid-to-late twenties and have two children on average. Thirty-eight per
cent of  Iranian women in their twenties have at least some higher educa-
tion, compared to 33% of  men in their age cohort. To them, the mere thought
that they could be arrested and dragged to a re-education camp by the moral-
ity police is intolerable.

To his credit, Raisi, who promised to create a million jobs and a million
new homes every year during his four-year term, has mainly focused on re-
alising his ambitious economic goals. But during his first year in office, the
economy added only 374,000 jobs. We do not have data on how many new homes
were built during this time, but it seems safe to assume that it was far fewer
than a million. A decade of  economic failures has stoked even more anger
among Iran’s youth. Young Iranians graduating from college wait more
than 2.5 years on average before landing their first job. In 2021, almost half
of  college-educated women in their twenties and a quarter of  their male peers
were unemployed. Most Iranians in their late twenties still live with their
parents, financially unable to start a family of  their own.

In trying to quell popular unrest, the authorities will likely find it was much
easier to abolish the hated morality police than it will be to bring about ro-
bust economic growth. Given Iran’s support for Russia’s war in Ukraine, re-
viving the nuclear deal seems all but impossible, as does the prospect of  Iran
rejoining the global economy anytime soon.

The writer is Professor of  Economics at Virginia Tech. 
©PROJECT SYNDICATE

R ecently, the Odisha govern-
ment abolished the prevail-
ing contractual system in

government recruitment. As a re-
sult, the jobs of  57,000 people work-
ing in various departments on con-
tractual basis for years became
regularised. In the neo-liberal era,
this is certainly an important pol-
icy decision in the interest of  the
general public and its impact is
bound to be felt across the country.
That is why soon after this an-
nouncement, the governments of
Rajasthan and Punjab also declared
similar steps to abolish contrac-
tual system in government services. 

There is no doubt the Odisha
government has taken a historic de-
cision. But it will be improper to give
the sole credit to the government.
Because the severe dissatisfaction
prevailing among the contractual
employees for years together and
their growing demand to regu-
larise their jobs played a major
role behind such a decision. Though
the government is claiming that
the contractual system has now
become history in the state, in re-
ality it is still continuing. Only a sec-
tion of  it is abolished. Nearly two
lakh contractual employees (out-
sourced from different agencies)
working in various departments of
the state are still not regularised.
Though they are serving for years
with very little salary and with-
out any social security, the gov-

ernment has not shown any favour
to them. The government has not
even announced any measures to
improve their present service con-
dition. Many of  them particularly
the class IV employees are not even
getting minimum wage declared by
the government. 

Although the government has
introduced the outsourcing and
contractual system from 2002, there
was no legal sanction for it till 2013.
The Contractual Services Rules
2013 was framed to legalise it. This
rule divided the contractual em-
ployees working in government
services into two categories. While
under Category I contractual em-
ployees are recruited directly by the
government, under Category II
contractual engagements are made
through manpower provider agen-
cies. Though officially the gov-
ernment considers both categories
as contract employees, it has reg-
ularised only the first category.
This decision is discriminatory.

Outsourcing system is the most
exploitative system of  employ-
ment. It is worse than the con-
tractual system where there is
every possibility of  regularisation
in future. But in outsourcing, for-
get regularisation, the government
is not even considering them as
its employees. They are working
under the government for years
together without any job security
or regular salary hike. Since they

are employed by various private
manpower agencies the continuity
of  their job is subject to the re-
newable of  the contract between the
government and the agency. Since
the service contract is for one or two
years and at best it can be renewed
for another one year, the fear of
losing job remains from the very be-
ginning itself. The government
gets its work done at the lowest
possible cost by engaging these
employees but it has no responsi-
bility for their well-being. It is ex-
tracting maximum output by giv-
ing only a meagre salary. The
government saves its money by
engaging at least 4-6 outsourced
employees for the salary of  one
regular employee.

While the regular employees
have their dearness allowances,
the outsourced employees’ salaries
are generally not increased for
years. Unlike government em-
ployees, they are not given weekly
paid leave on Sundays and other fes-
tivals including national holidays.
The policy of  ‘no work, no pay’ is
practiced. The most shameful thing
is that while the government pro-
vides maternity leave benefits to its
women employees, it is denying
the same to the outsourced female
employees. As a result, many out-
sourced female employees lose
their jobs during maternity.

The service provider agencies
often do not pay the salary of  these

employees for months together. Many
times they do not deposit their share
of  contribution for the EPF and the
ESI. The government deducts 18%
from their monthly salary as GST.
This is nothing but direct robbery of
employees. Despite repeated de-
mands, the government is neither ex-
empting them from GST nor pro-
viding them with additional amount
towards payment of  GST.

In spite of  their tireless serv-
ices for years, the government
shows no intention to end their
miserable conditions. Because of
their low salary and rising prices
of  goods and commodities, most of
them are forced to engage them-
selves in alternative works. Many
times they are seen leaving their
jobs in the midst. They are ac-
countable to both the service
provider agency and the govern-
ment authorities and have to work
under constant fear of  losing their
jobs. Such conditions affect their
efficiency and the quality of  serv-
ice they provide.

Like the contractual system, the
government must abolish this in-
human outsourcing system of  re-
cruitment. Outsourced employees
working under the government
should be declared as regular em-
ployees and should be provided
with all facilities. 

The writer is an Odisha-based
columnist who writes on 

contemporary issues.

VOTERS & FANS
T

he state of  global poli-
tics has economists, po-
litical scientists, and po-
litical philosophers

floundering. We are witnessing a
level of  polarisation rarely seen.
From Turkey, Brazil, and the
Philippines to Sri Lanka, India,
and the United States, the center
has not held, because people have
either veered left or clustered
around figures on the far right.

In authoritarian countries,
such as North Korea and China,
one usually cannot see authen-
tic public expression of  political
demands. Yet the politics are still
there, and they can become ap-
parent during periods of  severe
strain, as is happening with the
widespread backlash in China
against the government’s zero-
COVID policy. Such moments sug-
gest that the opposition is much
larger than it may have seemed.

In any case, political polarisa-
tion tends to nurture authori-
tarianism and empower self-ag-
grandising demagogues who are
skilled at rallying their follow-
ers behind hyper-nationalist
causes. We have seen this dy-
namic play out to tragic effect
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s war of  aggression in
Ukraine, and with the crackdown
on minorities in Myanmar by the
military junta.

All this poses a challenge to
global stability, and calls for cor-
rective policy interventions that
straddle law, economics, and pol-
itics. However, it is not clear what
those interventions should look
like. We first must step back to con-
sider what is underpinning the po-
larisation in the first place.

One interesting hint comes
from the FIFA World Cup in Qatar.
Mainstream economics tells us
that people’s goals and ambitions
are “exogenously” given, mean-
ing they are hardwired into us. We
want more and better food, clothes,
cars, electronic gadgets, and so on.
And since getting them requires
money, people naturally strive to
earn more and build up greater
wealth. Yet what is not recog-

nised – even though prominent
past thinkers from Thorstein
Veblen to Tibor Scitovsky were
acutely aware of  it – is that many
of  our ambitions are endoge-
nously created. Rather than being
born with them, we acquire and
cultivate them along the way.

Sports offer a perfect example
of  this. Though professional foot-
ballers get monetary rewards
when they succeed, they would still
try to win as many matches as
possible even without that in-
centive. Scoring a goal is the ul-
timate aim. Even if  one believes
that the prospect of  more money
does drive some athletes to push
themselves to the limit, what
about the fans who travel great dis-
tances and commit inordinate
amounts of  time and money to the
game? The desire to see “their
team” win is an end in itself  – a
created target.

The lengths to which fans will
go was evident recently in India,
when a fight broke out between
suppor ters  of  Brazi l  and
Argentina. These were ordinary
Indians with no connection to ei-
ther country. Yet there they were,
ready to scrap and risk their safety

for an acquired cause. If  nothing
else, a soccer brawl is another
exhibition of  polarisation.

Today’s political polarization
calls into question longstanding
assumptions about how electoral
politics works. Consider the
American mathematician Harold
Hotelling’s seminal 1929 paper,
which deeply influenced our un-
derstanding of  electoral democ-
racy and led to the influential
“median voter theorem” (absorbed
into political science by Duncan
Black and Anthony Downs).
According to Hotelling and the
theorists he inspired, if  you as-
sume that people have exoge-
nously given political preferences
– spanning from extreme left to ex-
treme right – it is easy to see how
two political parties might ma-
neuver to get the most votes. The
right-wing party will move left-
ward on some issues, knowing
that right-wing voters will still
support it; and the left-wing party
will do the same from the other di-
rection.

In theory, then, the equilibrium
will feature a clustering around
the middle, where one finds half
the voters from the left and half

of  those from the right – the very
definition of  the median. Hence,
electoral democracy supposedly
leads political parties to appease
the median voter, a tendency that
affords the country a great deal of
political stability, even if  it also
makes politics dull.

But political trends in recent
years indicate that voters’ ideo-
logical preferences are not nec-
essarily exogenous, but rather
created and fostered over time.
After a voter decides to support
Democrats or Republicans, that
voter’s partisan commitment will
gradually acquire the character
of  sports fandom. Republican vot-
ers want Republicans to win, and
Democrats want Democrats to
win, not because they are ex-
pecting some fundamental change
in their lives, but because they
want to beat the other side. Scoring
goals is an end in itself.

Acknowledging this endo-
geneity of  preferences could open
up new avenues for analysing pol-
itics and polarisation. Among
other things, it implies that po-
litical parties do not just try to gar-
ner the support of  voters with
pre-existing preferences. Rather,
they strategise to create those
preferences. As we have seen, this
can lead to vile forms of  political
competition, especially in an age
of  social-media filter bubbles that
segregate news consumers and are
designed to exploit their biases.

Escaping this trap will proba-
bly require novel forms of  regu-
lation. But since the most prom-
ising solutions are not yet evident,
we had better start thinking cre-
atively about what it will take to
protect democratic institutions
and the social fabric in an age
when preferences have never been
easier to manipulate.

The writer, a former Chief
Economist of  the World Bank

and Chief  Economic Adviser to
the Government of  India, is

Professor of  Economics at
Cornell University. 
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FOCUS

Today’s deepening political polarisation calls
into question longstanding assumptions about

how electoral politics works. Far from exhibiting
hardwired preferences and ambitions, many 

voters seem to be more like ardent World Cup
spectators, viewing victory over the other side

as an end in itself 
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All desires and egoism will have
to be banished from the being.

SRI AUROBINDO

POLITICAL
TRENDS IN

RECENT YEARS
INDICATE THAT

VOTERS’ 
IDEOLOGICAL

PREFERENCES
ARE NOT 

NECESSARILY
EXOGENOUS,
BUT RATHER

CREATED AND
FOSTERED 

OVER TIME 

Kaushik Basu

WISDOM CORNER
Action is the foundational key to all success. PABLO PICASSO

Let come what comes, let go what goes. See what remains.
RAMANA MAHARSHI

It always seems impossible until it’s done.
NELSON MANDELA

IDEOLOGY

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

OUTSOURCING
SYSTEM IS 
THE MOST

EXPLOITATIVE 
SYSTEM OF

EMPLOYMENT 

Bhalachandra Shadangi

Extended neighbours 

Sir, A day-long NSA-level summit was held between India and
Central Asian countries Tuesday. Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan,
Turkmenistan, Tadzhikistan, and Uzbekistan were part of  the
summit. Terrorism, the situation in Afghanistan, and the
importance of  connectivity projects were the central topics
discussed at the summit. All the parties agreed to work col-
lectively on terror funding, cross-border terrorism, and abuse
of  cyberspace. They also made a common consensus on
Afghanistan and decided to restrain Afghanistan from turn-
ing into a hub of  terrorism. Everyone promised to work in a
collaborative and collective manner for the peace of  the re-
gion. This meeting is the result of  the first India-Central
Asia summit held in January this year. India since the recent
past has been trying to maintain good ties with five Central
Asian countries. These nations possess enormous relevance
for India in terms of  security and business interests. India
needs these extended neighbours in maintaining peace and
restarting India’s projects in Afghanistan and strategic help
in global trade.  Deba Prasad Nayak, CUTTACK

Mass extinction 

Sir, About 443 million years ago, there was the first mass extinction. All
of  the Earth’s water began to freeze into ice in this period. In the sea and
beyond, creatures began perishing. About 86 species become extinct dur-
ing this time. The people that survived had to change their lifestyles to
fit into the new environment. The planet has experienced five mass ex-
tinction events, the last one occurring 65.5 million years ago which wiped
out the dinosaurs from existence. Experts now believe we’re in the midst
of  a sixth mass extinction. What are the six extinctions of  Earth? i)
Ordovician-Silurian Extinction - during this extinction, the life of  small
aquatic organisms ended; ii) Devonian Extinction - it marks the extinc-
tion of  tropical marine life forms; iii) Permian-Triassic Extinction; iv)
Triassic-Jurassic Extinction; v) Cretaceous-Tertiary Extinction. The
sixth mass extinction is also called the Anthropocene extinction, which
means that the activities of  humans are the reason for the mass extinc-
tion of  a large numder of  living species. This mass extinction event is due
to human intervention. Scientists say at present, we humans are moving
towards the sixth mass extinction, which will be caused by climate
change, global warming and pollution which are manmade.  If  this is not
checked in time, humans have no future. Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR
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Djavad Salehi-
Isfahani

What the regime
missed is that

Iranian society has
changed since

1983, when most
women observed

the hijab 
law willingly 

Deray

It may not at once come to mind, but this archaic word is a close cousin of array. The
ending in both cases is a Germanic root that means to prepare or get ready. To array

originally meant to place in readiness or to prepare — troops arrayed for battle were
ready with all their equipment; to deray was almost its opposite, meaning to provoke dis-
order, disturbance, tumult or confusion. You won’t know the verb, as it vanished from the
language in the fourteenth century. The noun lasted a little longer but likewise disap-
peared, only to be dragged back into use in the early nineteenth century as what the
Oxford English Dictionary describes paradoxically as “a modern archaism”. The fixed
phrase dancing and deray outlasted other appearances of the word, though it is now
defunct as well; it meant disorderly mirth and revelry at a dance or some similar festivity.

It’s time to abolish outsourcing system
SPECTRUM RECRUITMENTS

Conservative Tightrope
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You have seen that if the opposition
raises its voice, because of the majority, the
ruling party passes bills forcefully without even
voting. They don’t accept reports of standing
committees or select committees. We are afraid
whether our parliamentary democracy will
persevere and its prestige and respect which
has been preserved till now will be protected
MAMATA BANERJEE | BENGAL CM

India has put in place appropriate 
measures to manage the increasing space
debris in low earth orbit comprising defunct
satellites, discarded rocket stages and
other orbital trash, Union minister Jitendra
Singh told the Lok Sabha Wednesday

AIMING HIGH
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The BJP is
stoking the
border dispute

with Karnataka as
part of a conspiracy
to divide
Maharashtra

NANA PATOLE | MAHA CONGRESS CHIEF

of the
day uote 

I'm not upset
about Muslim
name being

added to my name
and being called
Siddaramulla Khan.
We have the heritage
of Shishunala Sharif, a disciple of
Govinda Bhat, poet Kabir, a disciple
of Saint Ramananda. So, they (BJP)
have rewarded my belief in
secularism by attaching Muslim
name to my name

SIDDARAMAIAH | SENIOR CONGRESS LEADER

Charas, drug pills
found inside jail
Mumbai: Charas and drug pills
have been recovered from the
high security Arthur Road Jail
in Mumbai, following which
police have registered a case,
an official said. A polythene
bag stuffed with 134 grams of
charas and half-a-dozen drug
pills was found November 30
near barrack no. 11 where
undertrials arrested in
sensitive cases are lodged, the
police official said. The drugs
were spotted by a jail constable. 

Girl paraded with
garland of shoes 
Betul: A Class 5 girl student
was allegedly paraded with a
garland of shoes by the
superintendent of a hostel on
the suspicion of stealing
money, prompting the Betul
district administration in
Madhya Pradesh to order a
probe into it, an official said.
The incident took place last
week at a government tribal
girls' hostel in Damjipura
village. The girl's family
members went to the office of
district Collector Amanveer
Singh Bains Tuesday to
complain about it.  After
hearing the complaint of the
girl's father, Bains said he has
ordered an inquiry based on
which action will be initiated.

U’Khand HC imposes
`50,000 fine on FB
Nainital (U’khand): The
Uttarakhand High Court
Wednesday imposed a fine of
Rs 50,000 on Facebook for not
replying to its notice in
connection with the alleged
misuse of the platform by
some people for extortion. A
division bench of the court
comprising Chief Justice Vipin
Sanghi and Justice R C Khulbe
imposed a fine of Rs 50,000 on
the social networking site and
set it a fresh deadline of
February 16 to file its reply. The
court was hearing a PIL alleging
that fake IDs were being
created on Facebook and friend
requests sent through them. 

Man carries wife’s
body on shoulder
Chamarajanagar: A heart-
wrenching incident of a man
carrying the body of his wife
in a gunny bag on shoulder, as
he was unable to afford
transportation, has come to
light in Karnataka's
Chamarajanagar district
Wednesday. The deceased
was identified as 
26-year-old Kalamma. 

SHORT TAKES

Exactly when
we (TRS) came
(to power in

Telangana), Narendra
Modi became Prime
Minister in the
country. Has even
one good thing happened? If it has,
then in which sector? Is it in
irrigation? electricity? drinking
water? Which sector? He is good at
making dialogues. Make in India.
What is Make in India? Have
industries come? Diwali firecrackers
burst by children come from China?
Is this Make in India?

K CHANDRASEKHAR RAO | TELANGANA CM

ON CLOUD NINE: Students in jubilant mood during the 9th convocation of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in Bihta near Patna, Bihar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 7: The
Left gover nment in Kerala
Wednesday introduced the University
Laws (Amendment) Bill in the
Assembly to replace the Governor
as the Chancellor of  universities in
the State and appoint eminent aca-
demicians in the top post, even as
Opposition UDF contended that the
move would downgrade varsities
as mere “government departments”. 

Law Minister P Rajeeve intro-
duced the Bill in the House amidst
the continuing tussle between
Governor Arif  Mohammed Khan
and the Pinarayi Vijayan govern-
ment over various issues, includ-
ing the appointment of  Vice-
Chancellors of  universities.

Though the Congress-led UDF
made it clear that they were not
against the power of  a democratic
government to remove the Governor
as Chancellor, but argued that the al-
ternative system, being introduced
through the Bill, would destroy the
autonomous status of  the varsities. 

According to the Bill, the gov-
ernment shall appoint an acade-
mician of  high repute or a person
of  eminence in any of  the fields of
science, including agriculture and
veterinary science, technology,
medicine, social science, human-
ities, literature, art, culture, law
or public administration, as the
Chancellor of  the University. 

Bill removing guv as
Chancellor introduced
in Kerala Assembly 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Panna/Bhopal, Dec 7:The carcass
of  a tiger ensnared using a clutch
cable was found hanging from a
tree near the Panna Tiger Reserve
in Madhya Pradesh, a forest official
said Wednesday. 

The clutch wire (used in vehicles)
is generally used by poachers to trap
animals, the official said, adding
they suspect a trap was laid for
some other animal and the tiger got
trapped in
it. 

Forest of-
ficials
Tuesday
night got
informa-
tion that a
tiger car-
cass was
found hanging from a tree in Tilgua
beat's compartment no. 460 in the
north forest division near the Panna
Tiger Reserve following which a
team of  forest personnel reached the
spot, he said. 

It is a mystery how the heavy tiger,
about two-year-old, got trapped in
the wire and hung from a tree, the
official said.  A dog squad was also
pressed into service, the official
said. Forest officials appealed to lo-
cals to share any information they
have related to the tiger’s death. 

Meanwhile, Madhya Pradesh
BJP president and Khajuraho Lok
Sabha member Vishnu Dutt
Sharma, under whose constituency
Panna district falls, spoke to officials
of  the forest department, the col-
lector and the superintendent of
police and ordered strict action
against the guilty.

Tiger carcass found
hanging from tree 

AGENCIES

Ahmedabad/Shimla, Dec 7: The
BJP is eyeing a record seventh
straight term in Gujarat and also
hoping to buck the anti-incum-
bency trend in Himachal Pradesh
witnessed for nearly four decades
as the stage is set for counting of
votes Thursday for the Assembly
elections in the two states.

Simultaneously, votes polled in
by-elections in six assembly con-
stituencies in five states and the
high-profile Mainpuri Lok Sabha
seat in Uttar Pradesh, where the op-
position Samajwadi Party is locked
in a battle for prestige with the
BJP, will be also counted.

Exit polls have predicted a big
majority for the Bharatiya Janata
Party(BJP) in Gujarat and if  these
projections are any indication the
saffron party is all set to retain
power in the home state of  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah for the seventh
consecutive term and equal Left
Front’s feat in West Bengal. The
CPI(M)-led Front ruled the eastern
state for 34 years from
1977 to 2011.

The BJP, which
won 99 seats in the
2017 polls, is projected
to win in the range of
117-151 seats in a
House of  182 and the
Congress between 16
and 51 seats. It is also
upbeat about the pos-
sibility of  the AAP
eating into Congress
votes, which could be additionally
beneficial for the saffron party.

The best showing for the BJP
in Gujarat came in 2002 when the
party had won 127 seats in the 182-
member state assembly.

The poll outcome will determine
if  the Aam Aadmi Party(AAP) gets
a chance to establish itself  as a
pan-national party and a challenger
to the BJP at  the national  
level also. The AAP, which is in
power in Delhi and Punjab and
had launched an aggressive cam-
paign to make it a three-cornered
contest for the first time in Gujarat,
was projected to bag anything be-
tween 2 and 13 seats. The majority
mark is 92.

For the Congress, its role as the
main challenger to the BJP is at

stake and Thursday’s results will
show if  the party’s ‘silent cam-
paign' has cut ice with people.
Congress holds power only in
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh, both
of  which will go to polls in 2023, and
party insiders say that any hopes
for the party's revival has to start

from Himachal
Pradesh.

While Modi
led the BJP poll
campaign hold-
ing several ral-
lies and mega
road shows in
Gujarat, Home
Minister Shah
was in the state
for almost two
months, micro-

managing the campaign and the
election strategy.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
took time off  his Bharat Jodo Yatra
to address two rallies in Gujarat
where Rajasthan Chief  Minister
Ashok Gehlot led the party’s cam-
paign.  The new party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge also addressed
poll rallies.

Delhi Chief  Minister Arvind
Kejriwal steered an aggressive
campaign for the AAP, holding sev-
eral rallies and road shows in the
last five months.

In Himachal Pradesh, it could be
the Congress’ turn to form the next
government if  one went by the
state’s “riwaaj(tradition) and long
history of  voting out the incumbent
government.”

ASSEMBLY POLL RESULTS TODAY

BJP eyeing new
records, Cong, AAP
keep fingers crossed 

EC reviews
preparations
New Delhi: The counting of 
votes will commence at 8 am
Thursday with prohibitory orders
in place around counting halls to
ensure peace and tranquility.
Postal ballots received before 
8 am on counting day are 
taken up for counting, the poll
panel reminded. After a gap 
of 30 minutes from the
commencement of counting of
postal ballot papers, counting of
votes for electronic voting
machines (EVMs) will commence
at 8.30 am. The EVM counting will
continue irrespective of the stage
of postal ballot counting, it said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 7: The FCRA 
registration of  6,677 NGOs were
cancelled by the government be-
tween 2017 and 2021, the Rajya
Sabha was informed Wednesday.

Union Minister of  State for Home
Nityanand Rai said the registration
of  these NGOs under the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act,
2010, were cancelled for violation
of  various provisions of  the law. 

He said these NGOs will not be
eligible for registration or grant of
prior permission for a period of
three years from the date of  can-
cellation of  registration. The FCRA
registration of  755 NGOs were can-

celled in Tamil Nadu, followed by
734 in Maharashtra, 635 in Uttar
Pradesh, 622 in Andhra Pradesh and
611 in West Bengal, he said reply-
ing to a written question. 

The minister said FCRA license
of  the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
(RGF) was cancelled under sec-
tion 14, and violation of  provisions
under 11 and section 12(4)(a)(vi)

of  the FCRA. The FCRA license
was cancelled under section 14
(not being engaged in any rea-
sonable activity in its chosen
field for the benefit of  the soci-
ety for two consecutive years or
has become defunct), for viola-
tion of  provisions under sec-
tion 11 (no person having a def-
i n i t e  c u l t u r a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,
educational, religious or social
programme shall accept foreign
contribution unless such per-
son obtains a certificate of  reg-
istration from the central gov-
ernment) and section 12(4)(a)(vi)
(not to use foreign contribution
for personal gains and divert it
for undesirable purposes).

J&K: Amid sub-zero temp, new design of ‘Pheran’ is a hit 

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Dec 7: There is no
proposal to alter the existing 
reservation scheme, the govern-
ment said Wednesday, a month
after the Supreme Court upheld
10 per cent  reservation for
Economically Weaker Sections in
admissions and government jobs.

Minister of  State for Social

Justice and Empowerment Pratima
Bhoumik said this in Lok Sabha
while responding to a question
about the Centre’s plans on 
relaxing the 50 per cent ceiling
limit for reservations following
the SC verdict and increasing reser-
vation for Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) beyond 27 per cent. 

“There is no proposal to alter
the existing reservation scheme,”

Bhoumik said.Treating EWS as
a separate category is a rea-
sonable classification and the 50
per cent ceiling on the total
reservation under the Mandal
judgment is “not inflexible”,
the court said while dismissing
petitions challenging the va-
lidity of  the law. 

Meanwhile, the Centre has also
told the Supreme Court The
Constitution (Scheduled Castes)
Order, 1950 does not suffer from
any “unconstitutionality” and the
exclusion of  Christianity and Islam
was due to the reason that the 
“oppressive system” of  untouch-
ability was not prevalent in either
of  these two religions. 

The Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order, 1950, as amended
from time to time, says no person
professing a religion other than
Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism
shall be deemed to be a member of
a Scheduled Caste (SC).

The gover nment told the
Supreme Court it has not accepted
the  re por t  o f  the  Just ice
Ranganath Misra Commission,
which had recommended inclusion
of  Dalit Christians and Dalit
Muslims in the Scheduled Castes
list as it was “flawed”.

No proposal to alter existing
reservation scheme, says govt
In a landmark verdict November 7, the top court upheld
the 10% reservation for economically weaker sections 

in admissions and government jobs that excluded 
the poor among the SC/ST/OBC categories

FCRA licence of 6,677 NGOs cancelled in 5 yrs

AGENCIES

Srinagar, Dec 7: Jammu and
Kashmir is famous all over the
world for its precious beauty as
well as unique clothes. As soon
as winter sets in, the people of
Kashmir start wearing their spe-
cial traditional dress, ‘Pheran’.

‘Pheran'’ is not only an im-
portant culture of  Kashmir, but
also a necessity during winters.

Even in this modern era of
fashion design, this traditional
Kashmiri dress has been suc-
cessful in maintaining its unique
identity. Pheran is used not only
by the residents of  Jammu and
Kashmir, but also by the tourists
visiting J&K from other parts of
the country as well as abroad.

Leading historian Zarif  Ahmad
Zarif, referring to ‘Pheran’ as

‘Super’ during winters, said the
special clothing was known as
‘Pirahan’ or ‘Paraban’ in Persian.

“Now Pheran has become an
important part of  Kashmir’s cul-
ture. Winters in the Valley are
inescapable, especially without
Pheran and Kangri,” he said.

It is worth mentioning that
many times a ban was imposed
on the use of  Kashmiri Pheran in
government offices, but the same
was lifted every time.

In the modern era, with new re-
quirements of  the time, Pheran
h a s  a l s o  u n d e r g o n e  m a ny
changes. Now, along with Pheran
made of  cotton, Pheran made of
Chinese cloth is also being in-
troduced which is known as
‘Raglan’.

And the trend of  this new style
of  Pheran is catching up with

the people with each passing day.
There is a rush of  buyers in the
markets for the new variant.

A businessman in Srinagar,
who deals in ferns, said that on
an average, five to 10 ferns are sold
from his shop every day. He said
now the buyers are preferring
Pherans made of  Chinese cloth
instead of  the Pheran made of
‘pattu’.

A buyer said that the new
Pheran available in the market is
very attractive, which he can
wear comfortably even during
office hours.

“It is very difficult to survive
the winters without Pheran in
the Valley. Even the tourists who
come to the Valley wear Pheran,”
he said in a statement.

Meanwhile, cold wave condi-
tions in Kashmir intensified

Wednesday as the mercury con-
tinued its southward journey at
most places, officials said.

At minus 5.6 degrees Celsius,
Pa h a l g a m  w a s  t h e  c o l d e s t
recorded place in the Union
Territory, they said.

Srinagar, which had recorded
the coldest night of  the season
at minus 3.4 degrees Celsius
Sunday, witnessed a low of
minus 3 degrees Celsius Tuesday,
slightly down from minus 2.2
degrees Celsius  Monday, an of-
ficial of  the Met department
here said in a statement.

The night temperature was
lower at the ski resort of  Gulmarg
in north Kashmir’s Baramulla
district, which recorded a low of
minus 4 degrees Celsius, a slight
drop from minus 3.5 degrees
Celsius recorded Tuesday.

PHERAN IS USED NOT ONLY BY THE RESIDENTS OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR, BUT ALSO BY THE
TOURISTS VISITING J&K FROM OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY AS WELL AS ABROAD

The poll outcome will
determine if the Aam
Aadmi Party(AAP) 

gets a chance to establish
itself as a pan-national

party and a challenger to
the BJP at the national

level also
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Ayodhya (UP), Dec 7: Barbed-
wire fencing and a board put up by
the Indo-Islamic Cultural
Foundation are the only indica-
tors that a large mosque complex
is set to come up at this spot in
Dhannipur village near Ayodhya.

The board bears an illustration
of  the proposed mosque for which
the Supreme Court had ordered
allocation of  a five-acre plot.

But three years after the apex
cour t  sett led the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid land
dispute, there are no signs of  any
building activity on the proposed
mosque site.

The Ayodhya Development
Authority is yet to approve the
trust’s proposal. But the trust expects
that this will now happen soon.

“We have submitted a detailed
map of  the proposed complex to
Ayodhya Development Authority.
Its clearance was earlier delayed due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. They
have now informed us that all the
hurdles in the clearance of  the
map are being ironed out,” Indo-
Islamic Cultural Foundation
Secretary Athar Hussain told PTI.

The Indo-Islamic Cultural
Foundation is a trust tasked by
the Uttar Pradesh Sunni Central
Waqf  Board with the mosque’s
construction.

The Supreme Court’s 2019 ver-
dict paved the way for the con-
struction of  a Ram temple at the site
where the 16th century Babri Masjid
-- demolished by ‘kar sevaks’
December 6, 1992 -- stood. It also or-
dered the allocation of  a five-acre
plot to the Muslim community for
a new mosque.

A pothole-riddled road breaking
off  from the Lucknow-Faizabad high-
way leads to Dhannipur village, 16
km from the district headquarters.

Narrow roads lined with houses,
a veterinary hospital and a new
farmers’ centre give way to the
large vacant plot of  land, demar-
cated for the mosque.

Until recently, the land was used
for farming. It now has a 10-foot-high
barbed wire fence running along
the perimeter.

Construction will progress as
soon as the map is cleared. Till we
get the clearance, it will be too
early to tell anything about the
timeline, Hussain said.

The trust was expecting clear-
ance from the development au-
thority by November-end to begin

construction.
“We hope to get approval for the

map of  the proposed mosque, hos-
pital, community kitchen, library
and research centre by the end of
this month. Soon after, we will start
construction,” Hussain had told
PTI in mid-November.

Construction of  the Dhannipur
Ayodhya Mosque is likely to be
completed by December 2023 while
the remaining structures on the
five-acre Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah
Complex will subsequently come
up, he had said.

At that time, Hussain said that
during applications for a no-ob-
jection certificate from the fire de-
partment, it had objected to the
narrow approach road.

The district administration was im-
mediately informed, following which
it completed the measurement of
additional land to widen the ap-
proach road, the Indo-Islamic Cultural
Foundation secretary had said.

The Indo-Islamic Cultural
Foundation plans to build a 200-
bed hospital, a community kitchen,
a library with an archive of  the
1857 Sepoy Mutiny along with a
mosque at the site.

Hussain had said the hospital
would begin with 100 beds and
later upgraded. The community
kitchen will initially have a ca-
pacity to serve 1,000 people daily and
subsequently expanded to cater to
2,000 people.

All energy requirements of  the
proposed mosque will be met by
solar power to highlight the mes-
sage of  responsibility towards na-
ture, said Hussain.

When the land was allocated for
the mosque, the villagers had hoped
for a brighter future.

Village head Jeet Bahadur Yadav
said the prices of  land soared fol-
lowing the announcement of  the
mosque complex’s construction
and property dealers were regu-
larly visiting.

“Property dealers, both from
the Ayodhya and nearby districts,
frequent the village looking for
property. Some villagers even en-
tertain them but I don’t think any-
body is ready to sell their lands as
of  now,” Yadav said.

“If  people of  the village get jobs,
why will anybody sell their prop-
erty and move out?” he asked.

But despite pessimism of  several
villagers, trust secretary Hussain
remains confident.

“We are hopeful that we get the
required clearance soon,” he said.

3 yrs after SC order,
work yet to start on
Ayodhya’s mosque

A pothole-riddled road breaking off from the highway
leads to Dhannipur village, where narrow roads lined

with houses give way to the large vacant plot of land for
the mosque demarcated by barbed wire fence
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Azamgarh (UP), Dec 7: A 22-year-
old youth, Asad Abdullah, has de-
veloped a six-seater electric cycle
that has gone viral on social media
after Anand Mahindra, chairman
of  Mahindra Group, tweeted a
small video of  the cycle.

The video posted by him
December 1 has crossed 1 million
views. Mahindra tagged the chief
design officer, auto sector of  his com-
pany asking if  this device could find
global application.

In a tweet, Anand Mahindra
said, “With just small design in-
puts, (cylindrical sections for the
chassis) this device could find
global application. “As a tour ‘bus’
in crowded European tourist cen-
tres,” Mahindra further wrote “I’m
always impressed by rural trans-
port innovations, where necessity

is the mother of  invention.”
Asad Abdullah said that with

petrol, prices going up, it came to

his mind to develop an electric
cycle in which six people can be ac-
commodated.

“I used scrap material and the
motor of  an old battery-operated,
two-wheeler. It took me almost a

month, incurring a cost of  around
Rs 10,000-12,000. I want to make it
commercial and sell it to others at
an affordable price,” he said.

Asad Abdullah has done ITI
training in electrical. He said, “I
have used a lithium battery. Once
fully charged, it can run 150 km at
a speed of  40 km per hour. You can
charge the battery in five hours
by spending Rs 8 to 10. This electric
cycle has become the centre of  at-
traction for locals and is increas-
ingly catching eyeballs. Curious
onlookers take pictures and videos
and post them on social media.”

Asad said he will try to get its
patent now. He further said, “With
little R&D, further improvisation can
be done and can be introduced in vil-
lage areas as a cheap mode of  trans-
portation for five people with a driver.
I am glad that people are liking it on
social media and circulating it widely.”

Youth makes 6-seater e-bicycle, impresses Mahindra
With just
small design
inputs, this
device could
find global
application.
I’m always
impressed by
rural
transport
innovations,
where
necessity is
the mother of
invention
ANAND MAHINDRA |
CHAIRMAN,
MAHINDRA GROUP
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Prayagraj (UP), Dec 7: As Nukush
Fatima of  Prayagraj readies for
her wedding Wednesday, the vir-
tually non-existent road in front of
her house kept her worried. But her
last-ditch effort bore fruit and she
is elated now as Uttar Pradesh
Chief  Minister Yogi Adityanath, re-
sponding to her Twitter appeal,
got the road built in a day.

Eight days ago, Fatima had tweeted
tagging the chief  minister, “There
has been no roadwork in my area for
the last 15 years. Honourable Chief
Minister, I have my wedding on 7th
December in which you are cordially
invited. Please get the road in my lo-
cality built so that you and my guests
do not have any inconvenience in
coming.” Two days ago, on the in-
structions of  the chief  minister, the

municipal corporation cleaned the
area and constructed the road in a
day, her uncle Jamal Afsal told PTI.

The road in Abubakarpur lo-
cality in Dhumanganj in Prayagraj
was built in 2002. Some repairs
were done 15 years ago and sub-
sequently the road was in a pitiable
condition, her uncle said.

There is no such department
which was not approached for re-
pair of  the road, but none took any
interest in it, he said. But her tweet
and the chief  minister’s action
changed everything, he said, adding
it’s like a gift.

‘Wedding gift’ to Nukush
Fatima - a newly laid road

Racist: Delhi HC rejects PIL 
for deportation of Africans

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 7: After the Aam
Aadmi Party Wednesday clinched
a clear majority in the Municipal
Corporation election, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said the
verdict was a message for the whole
country to do positive politics.

While addressing the party mem-
bers at AAP headquarters here,
Kejriwal said the people were fed
up with the negative politics and
will not tolerate that anymore.

“We don’t believe in negative
politics and don’t do the politics of
abusing one another. We had asked
the vote in the name of  good gov-
ernance, better education system
and healthcare and for the honest
government, and the people have
blessed us with their support,”
Kejriwal said.

“We have bettered the Delhi gov-
ernment and now people have given
mandate to improve the MCD also.
We congratulate the people of  Delhi
for showing trust in us,” he said.

Kejriwal also sought the bless-
ings of  Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Centre to make Delhi
clean and garbage free. He said,
“Now the politics should end here
and we all have to work collectively
to make Delhi clean and garbage
free and for this we would need
support from the Centre also.”

“I want the cooperation of  the
BJP and the Congress to work for
Delhi now. I appeal to the Centre and
ask for the PM’s blessings to make
Delhi better. We have to make MCD
corruption-free. Today, the people
of  Delhi have given a message to
the entire nation.”

The existing system of  ‘cor-
ruption and bribery’ in the MCD
will have to end now, said the
Delhi CM, adding, “We would need

support from all of  you irrespec-
tive of  parties.”

“I want to congratulate all those
councillors who have won the
MCD election irrespective of  par-
ties as we all have to work to-
gether for Delhi. Those who could-
n’t get victory should not be

worried as we would take their sup-
port also to make Delhi a clean
city,” Kejriwal said.

“Delhi had given us the re-
sponsibility to improve the schools,
for the betterment of  hospitals, to
provide electricity for 24 hours, and
we worked hard day and night to

fulfil their expectations. Now
through this mandate, people have
given us the responsibility to make
Delhi clean and corruption free,
we thank the public of  Delhi for
entrusting such faith in us,”
Kejriwal said, while addressing his
party workers.

‘Delhi’s verdict a message for nation’

A child dressed as AAP national convener Arvind Kejriwal and participated in the celebration of AAP’s victory at the
party office in New Delhi, Wednesday PTI PHOTO

Mayor’s election an open race: BJP
The AAP may have won the majority in the MCD polls but the BJP

suggested Wednesday that the mayor’s election is still an open
game and noted that Chandigarh, where the its rival was the largest
party, has a mayor from BJP ranks. “Now over to electing a mayor for
Delhi. It will all depend on who can hold the numbers in a close
contest, which way the nominated councillors vote etc. Chandigarh
has a BJP mayor, for instance,” BJP’s IT department head Amit
Malviya said in a tweet. Delhi BJP spokesperson Tajinder Pal Singh
Bagga also claimed that the city will again have a mayor from his
party. The BJP, which exit polls predicted would suffer a massive
defeat, put up a spirited fight, winning 104 wards.

I want the cooperation
of the BJP and the
Congress to work for

Delhi now. I appeal to the
Centre and ask for the PM’s
blessings to make Delhi
better. We have to make
MCD corruption-free. Today,
the people of Delhi have
given a message to the
entire nation
ARVIND KEJRIWAL | CHIEF MINISTER, DELHI
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New Delhi, Dec 7: Terming it
“racist”, the Delhi High Court
Wednesday rejected a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) seeking police ver-
ification of  passports of  all people
from Africa as well as Bangladeshis
residing in the city after accusing
them of  being drug peddlers.

A division bench of  Chief  Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad said that all
these people are human beings
and have valid passports.

“There is no research done by
you. What is the basis of  this?
These comments can be termed
racist. Sorry, there is nothing in
this,” it said.

The PIL filed by advocate Sushil
Kumar Jain alleged that most

Africans in the city are into the
drug peddling business and it is af-
fecting the youth and their future.
He claimed that such foreign na-
tionals are directly spoiling the
social and economic structure of
the country.

He also stated in the plea that
these foreigners take a student or
medical visa and commit illegal
acts like smuggling drugs, human
trafficking, and cyber fraud.

“Many of  the foreigners tak-
ing student visas and medical
visas involve in illegal acts, crime
like drug smuggling, human traf-
ficking, and cyber fraud. Due to
prostitution prevailing has been
supporting (sic) in the spread of
AIDS and many other sexually
transmitted diseases in Delhi,”
the plea said.

MCD GETS 1ST
TRANSGENDER
COUNCILLOR
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 7: Sultanpuri’s
Bobi, who Wednesday shattered
the proverbial glass ceiling to be-
come the MCD’s first councillor
from the transgender community,
believes her victory was a cele-
bration of  the change in society to-
wards transpersons.

Bobi defeated the Congress’
Varuna Dhaka by 6,714 votes to
win from Sultanpuri-A ward.

“Aaj meri khushi ka thikana hai
nahin... (My happiness knows no
bounds today). This is a celebration
of  the victory of  change and peo-
ple are becoming more accepting
of  people like me,” she told PTI.

“The mentality is changing. I
would say the mentality of  70 per
cent of  people has changed, I will
change during my tenure as coun-
cillor,” Bobi said.

Bobi was only 15 when her fam-
ily handed her over to a ‘guruji’ from
the transgender community under
societal pressure.

Having had to drop out of  school
when she was in Class 9 because of
bullying and harassment, she will
now be the first transgender mem-
ber of  the Municipal Corporation
of  Delhi (MCD). Bobi wants to beau-
tify her constituency and improve
the lives of  her neighbours.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, Dec 7: Melinda Gates,
Co-founder of  the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation (BMGF), said
Wednesday that Uttar Pradesh is
not just a model for India, but for
the entire world.

Melinda Gates met Uttar Pradesh
Chief  Minister Yogi Adityanath
at the latter’s official residence
Wednesday and discussed en-
hancing technical cooperation in
the fields of  health, nutrition and
agriculture.

After the meeting, Adityanath

tweeted, “Had a wonderful meet-
ing with co-chair and trustee of  Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation at my
official residence in Lucknow today.
We had a fruitful discussion re-
garding better technical coopera-
tion in the fields of  health, nutrition,
social security and agriculture in UP.”

During the meeting, Gates lauded
the work done by Uttar Pradesh
government in recent years, un-
derlining the Covid management
and encephalitis control despite a
dense population.

Amid the challenges of  Covid, the
way the state leadership tackled

the issue of  dense population and
various social challenges is highly
commendable, she said.

Uttar Pradesh is a model not
only for India, but for the whole
world, she said.

Gates also congratulated women’s
self-help groups (SHGs) for the suc-

cess of  the nutrition mission and
praised the efforts being made to
increase the income of  farmers
by promoting the formation of
FPOs in the largest agricultural
state of  the country.

The Chief  Minister said that he
has closely seen the works of  the
BMGF, which has made a com-
mendable contribution to the field
of  health and nutrition.

Uttar Pradesh received logistics
and technical support from the
Foundation amid the challenges of
Covid. The Chief  Minister said,
Uttar Pradesh has achieved satis-

factory success in health and nu-
trition in recent years. About 95
per cent of  the deaths of  innocent
children caused by a disease like en-
cephalitis have been controlled.
Besides, the Foundation has coop-
erated with us for effective control
of  communicable diseases like
Chikungunya and Kala-azar. We
have received good cooperation
from global organisations such as
UNICEF, WHO, BMGF and PATH in
the field of  public health, including
in controlling various waterborne
diseases such as encephalitis, as
well as Covid management.

UP is a model for the whole world, says Melinda Gates

CHILL-OUT: A sloth bear rests at an Agra Bear Rescue Facility, started by Wildlife SOS in collaboration with the Uttar
Pradesh Forest Department, in Agra, Wednesday PTI PHOTO
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The Congress has
people with different
views and there is no
environment of fear
JAIRAM RAMESH | RS MEMBER

The Supreme Court Wednesday
launched android version 2.0 of its
mobile application, which will give
access to law officers and nodal
officers of various union ministries to
watch court proceedings real time

SC MOBILE APP 2.0 LAUNCHED
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14 persons
belonging to
minorities

including three
Kashmiri Pandits
have been killed in
Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir since January,
2022 till November 30, 2022

NITYANAND RAI | MINISTER OF STATE FOR

HOME AFFAIRS

of the
day uote 

We have
already
travelled in

Hyderabad,
Karnataka, central
Karnataka, some
coastal district and
Belagavi regions, we are getting a
huge response. Looking at public
support, it is beyond our
expectations. We are confident that
this Jana Sankalapa Yatre will
convert into Vijaya Sankalpa in the
days to come

BASAVARAJ BOMMAI | K’TAKA CHIEF MINISTER

Kerala aspires
to become a
100 per cent

renewable energy
based state by 2040
and a net carbon
neutral by 2050. We
have taken several path breaking
initiatives to pave the way for an
inclusive and sustainable
development strategy that is
sensitive to climate change

PINARAYI VIJAYAN | KERALA CM

ATS recovers
mephedrone 
Ahmedabad: The Gujarat Anti-
Terrorist Squad (ATS) has
recovered 24.28 kg of
mephedrone or MD drug worth
`121.40 crore from the
residence of a chemist in
Vadodara city, officials said
Wednesday. The recovery
Tuesday came days after the
seizure of mephedrone and its
raw material worth `478 crore
from a manufacturing unit on
the outskirts of Vadodara city.
The latest stock of the
stimulant drug was seized by
the ATS from the residence of
one Shailesh Kataria, who was
among five persons held during
a raid on the night of November
29 at a factory in Sindhrot
village of Vadodara district. 

Encounter breaks
out at J&K’s Shopian
Srinagar: An encounter
started between terrorists and
security forces in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Shopian district
Wednesday, officials said.
“Encounter has started at
Watho area of Shopian. Police
and security forces are on the
job,” police said. The firefight
started after a joint team of
police and security forces got
an input about the presence of
terrorists in that area. After
security forces cordoned off
the area, terrorists hiding
there started firing, drawing
retaliation by the security forces.

Cyclonic storm likely,
TN braces for rain
Chennai: The depression over
Bay of Bengal intensified into
a deep depression and lay
about 750 kilometres off
Chennai Wednesday, and it
would develop into a
cyclonic storm influencing
moderate to heavy rainfall in
Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.The
well-marked low pressure
area over southeast Bay of
Bengal intensified into a
depression December 6
evening over the same region
and further intensified into a
deep depression, and lay
about 750 km east-southeast
of Chennai, the IMD said.

Three killed as car
rams into truck
Jaipur: Three people were
killed and two others were
injured in a collision between
a truck and a car in
Rajasthan’s Tonk district,
police said  Wednesday. The
car travelling from Deoli. The
injured have been referred to
Jaipur for treatment.

SHORT TAKES

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Dec 7: The Supreme
Court Wednesday directed the
Centre and the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) to put on record rele-
vant records relating to the gov-
ernment's 2016 decision to de-
monetise currency notes of  ̀ 1000
and `500 denomination for its pe-
rusal.  

Reserving its verdict on a batch
of  pleas challenging the Centre's
2016 decision, a five-judge consti-
tution bench headed by Justice S
A Nazeer heard the submissions
from Attor ney General  R
Venkataramani, RBI's counsel,
and the petitioners' lawyers, in-
cluding senior advocates P
Chidambaram and Shyam Divan.
The top court directed the parties
to file written submissions by
December 10.  

“Heard. Judgement reserved.
Learned counsels of  the Union of
India and Reserve Bank of  India
are directed to produce the relevant
records” the bench, also compris-

ing Justices B R Gavai, A S
Bopanna, V Ramasubramanian,
and B V Nagarathna, said.  

The AG submitted before the
bench that he will submit relevant
records in a sealed cover.   The top
court was hearing a batch of  58 pe-

titions challenging the demoneti-
sation announced by the Centre
November 8, 2016.

The apex court had Tuesday
said that limited scope of  a judicial
review in economic policy mat-
ters does not mean that the court

will fold its hands and sit back,
observing that the manner in which
a decision is taken by the govern-
ment can always be examined.  

Calling the demonetisation of
`500 and `1000 currency notes
“deeply flawed”, Chidambaram
had argued that the Union gov-
ernment cannot on its own initi-
ate any proposal relating to legal
tender which can only be done on
the recommendation of  the RBI's
central board.  Resisting the apex
court's attempt to revisit the 2016
demonetisation exercise, the gov-
ernment had said the court cannot
decide a matter when no tangible
relief  can be granted by way of
"putting the clock back" and "un-
scrambling a scrambled egg."  

The RBI had earlier admitted
in its submission that there were
"temporary hardships" and that
they too are an integral part of
the nation-building process, but
there was a mechanism by which
problems that arose were solved.  

The Centre recently told the top
court in an affidavit that the de-
monetisation exercise was a "well-
considered" decision and part of  a
larger strategy to combat the men-
ace of  fake money, terror financ-
ing, black money, and tax evasion.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Belagavi (K’taka), Dec 7: The
North West Karnataka Road
Transport Corporation (NWKRTC)
Wednesday suspended its services
to Maharashtra after reports
emerged of  some buses being de-
faced and damaged in the regions
bordering Belagavi district.

Both states have voiced out con-
cerns regarding Belagavi with
Maharashtra staking claim that
the region should be merged with
it while Karnataka has reiterated
its jurisdiction over the area.

"We are operating our buses
only up to Nipani (in Belagavi dis-
trict) due to tension, which has
been there since morning," an of-
ficer in the North West Karnataka
Road Transport Corporation told
PTI. According to him, a Karnataka
State Road Transport Corporation
bus that  was coming from
Maharashtra to Ranebennur was
also damaged.

"The glasses of  the bus were
damaged. Other than this incident,
some buses were defaced," the of-
ficer added.

Meanwhile, the Karnataka
Rakshana Vedike again held agi-

tations in the border regions fol-
lowing the defacement of  buses. The
activists said that they will also
retaliate with similar vigour if  the
buses were targeted. In view of
the tension resurfacing in the bor-
der region, the police on both sides
tightened security. Buses were pro-
vided extra security to protect the
vehicles and the passengers.

The row over the region started
after two Maharashtra ministers
Chandrakant Patil and Shambhuraj
Desai, who have been appointed
by Maharashtra Chief  Minister
Eknath Shinde to coordinate with
the legal team dealing with the
border dispute, announced their
visit to Belagavi December 6.

Following vehement protests by
the pro-Kannada organisations in
Maharashtra, the duo postponed
their trip. In reaction, there were
protests in the western state as
well. Maharashtra has been de-
manding the merger of  Belagavi on
the ground that there is a sub-
stantial Marathi-speaking popu-
lation in the border district.
However, the Karnataka govern-
ment rejected their claim. The
neighbouring state has approached
the Supreme Court as well. 

SC asks for records on note ban
THE APEX COURT WEDNESDAY DIRECTED THE CENTRE AND THE 
RBI TO SUBMIT RELEVANT RECORDS IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

GOVERNMENT’S 2016 DEMONETISATION DECISION FOR ITS PERUSAL

n THE AG SUBMITTED BEFORE THE BENCH THAT HE WILL SUBMIT
RELEVANT RECORDS IN A SEALED COVER.   THE TOP COURT WAS 
HEARING A BATCH OF 58 PETITIONS CHALLENGING THE DEMONETISATION
ANNOUNCED BY THE CENTRE NOVEMBER 8, 2016

n THE CENTRE HAD TOLD THE TOP COURT THAT THE DECISION WAS ONE
OF THE CRITICAL STEPS IN THE SERIES OF TRANSFORMATIONAL
ECONOMIC POLICY STEPS AND THIS DECISION WAS TAKEN AFTER
EXTENSIVE CONSULTATION WITH THE RBI AND ADVANCE PREPARATIONS

K’taka suspends
bus services to Maha
BORDER

ROW

TOUCHING THE SKY: Indian Air Force’s aerobatic team ‘Sarang’ performs during the full dress rehearsal ahead of the
11th Reunion and 262nd Corps Day of ASC, at ASC centre & college in Bangalore, Karnataka PTI PHOTO

ANI PHOTO

AGENCIES

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 7:
Severe heatwaves, responsible for
thousands of  deaths across India
over the last few decades, are in-
creasing with alarming frequency
and soon the country could become
one of  the first places in the world
to experience heatwaves that break
the human survivability limit, ac-
cording to a new report.

The World Bank report titled
“Climate Investment Opportunities
in India’s Cooling Sector” said the
country is experiencing higher
temperatures that arrive earlier
and stay far longer.”  “In April
2022, India was plunged into the grip
of  a punishing early spring heat
wave that brought the country to
a standstill, with temperatures in
the capital, New Delhi, topping 46
degrees Celsius (oC) (114 degrees
Fahrenheit). The month of  March,
which witnessed extraordinary
spikes in temperatures, was the
hottest ever recorded”, it said. The
report will be released during the

two-day “India Climate and
Development Partners’ Meet” being

organised by World Bank in part-
nership with the Kerala govern-
ment here. Predicting that heat
waves situation in India could
break the human survivability
limit, it said the recent heat wave
supports what many climate sci-
entists have long cautioned about
with reference to rising tempera-
tures across South Asia.

“In August 2021, the Sixth
Assessment Report of  the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) warned that the
Indian subcontinent would suffer
more frequent and intense heat
waves over the coming decade.  

“The G20 Climate Risk Atlas
also warned in 2021 that heat-
wavesacross India were likely to last
25 times longer by 2036-65 if  carbon
emissions remain high, as in the
IPCC's worst-case emission sce-
nario,” the report said.  It also
warned that rising heat across
India can jeopardise economic pro-
ductivity.  “Up to 75 percent of
India's workforce, or 380 million
people, depend on heat-exposed

labor, at times working in potentially
life-threatening temperatures.By
2030, India may account for 34 mil-
lion of  the projected 80 million
global job losses from heat stress
associated productivity decline”, the
report said. It further said India
showed the largest heat exposure
impacts on heavy labor among
South Asian countries, with more
than 101 billion hours lost a year.

Analysis by global management
consulting firm, McKinsey &

Company shows that lost labor
from rising heat and humidity
could put up to 4.5 per cent of  India's
GDP –approximately $ 50-250 billion
– at risk by the end of  this decade.
It said India's long-term food se-
curity and public health security
will depend on a reliable cold chain
network.  Transporting food and
pharmaceutical goods across India
requires a system of  cold chain
refrigeration that works every step
of  the way.  

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, Dec 7: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
Wednesday arrested three more
persons in connection with the car
bomb blast in Tamil Nadu's
Coimbatore October 23 in which a
29-year-old man, Jameesha Mubin
was charred to death.

The arrested individuals have
been identified as Ummer Farooq
(39), Mohammed Thoufiq (24), and
Feroze Khan (28). The NIA has

been conducting searches and ar-
rests ever since the suspected lone
wolf  attack October 23.

The NIA has arrested six per-
sons in connection with the blast
earlier and they were charged
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, and remanded
to judicial custody.

The arrested six include
Mohammed Talka, nephew of  S.A.
Basha, Al Umma founder, a ter-
rorist jailed in the Coimbatore
blast case of  February 14, 1998 in

which 56 people were killed and
over 200 injured. NIA has con-
ducted raids in many parts of
Coimbatore, Tiruchy and Madurai
districts and questioned several
people in connection with the case.

It may be recalled that the ac-
cused in the Mangaluru autorick-
shaw blast case, Mohammed
Shareeq had stayed at some areas
of  Coimbatore, Madurai and
Kanniyakumari districts and the
police and NIA have questioned
many people with regard to this.

‘Severe heatwaves may break human survivability limit’ 
INDIA IS THE WORLD’S THIRD-LARGEST CARBON POLLUTER, THOUGH ITS PER-CAPITA 

EMISSIONS ARE MUCH LOWER THAN MANY DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

907 deaths due to lightning this yr
New Delhi: India saw a big jump in extreme
weather events such as heatwaves and light-
ning strikes this year and related deaths rose
to their highest in three years, government data
showed on Wednesday, with scientists blam-
ing climate change for the heavy toll. There were
nearly eight times as many heatwaves, 27 in all, and lightning strikes
rose more than 111 times, killing 907 people, the Ministry of  Earth Sciences
said in a report to parliament. Thunderstorms increased more than
five times to 240. This year's 2,183 deaths due to such events until last
month were the highest since 2019's 3,017. Lightning and floods and heavy
rains accounted for 78% of  the deaths this year, the data showed.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 7: The Delhi High
Court Tuesday said the “ultimate
decision” in matters of  abortion
ought to recognise a woman's choice
to give birth and the possibility of
dignified life of  the unborn child
while allowing a 26-year-old married
woman to undergo medical termi-
nation of  her 33-week pregnancy.

Justice Prathiba M Singh ob-
served that while the right of  a
pregnant woman to terminate her
pregnancy has been the subject
matter of  debate across the world,
India recognises the choice of  a
woman in its law. In the present case,

the petitioner sought to terminate
her pregnancy after she found out
that the foetus was suffering from
certain cerebral abnormalities.

The judge, while permitting the
woman to immediately undergo
medical termination of  pregnancy,
noted that the medical board un-
fortunately did not give a “cate-
gorical opinion” on the degree of
handicap or the quality of  the life
of  the foetus after birth and thus
opined that “such unpredictability
ought to weigh in favour of  the
woman seeking termination of
pregnancy”.  “In conclusion, the

court holds that the ultimate de-
cision in such cases ought to recog-
nise the choice of  the mother as also
the possibility of  a dignified life of
the unborn child...This court holds
that medical termination of  preg-
nancy ought to be permitted in the
present case,” the court ruled.

“The right of  a pregnant woman
to terminate her pregnancy or
abort her foetus has been the sub-
ject matter of  debate across the
world. This right gives the woman
the ultimate choice as to whether
she wants to give birth to the child
she has conceived. India is among
the countries which recognises this
choice of  a woman in its law,” the
court said. The court said that in
the present case, it was able to
gauge the mental trauma affect-
ing the parents as well as their eco-
nomic and social condition, and
the petitioner was taking an in-
formed decision to terminate her
pregnancy after weighing all factors.

Delhi High Court recognises
woman’s choice to give birth

The HC allowed an 
eight-month pregnant

woman to undergo
medical termination 

of pregnancy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Betul, Dec 7: A massive rescue
operation continued for the sec-
ond day on Wednesday to save an
eight-year-old boy who fell into a 400-
feet-deep borewell in Madhya
Pradesh's Betul district, officials said
Wednesday.

The boy, Tanmay, was stuck at a
depth of  35 ft to 40 ft after falling
into the borewell in Mandavi vil-
lage Tuesday evening, they said,
adding no movement was seen
there Wednesday morning.

The earthmoving machines have
so far dug a 25-ft-deep parallel tun-
nel. Hectic efforts were on to reach
the child and rescue him, the offi-
cials said.  

The incident took place at around
5 pm Tuesday. The boy was playing
in a field when he fell into the
borewell which was dug recently,
police earlier said.

The rescue operation continued
through the night to save Tanmay.
The administration, police and
rescue teams were present on the
spot, Betul Collector Amanbir
Singh Bains said Wednesday. 

Work was underway to make a
parallel tunnel to reach the boy,
he said.  Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
also directed the officials to make
adequate arrangements to bring out
the boy safely. 

MP: Efforts on for 
2nd day to rescue
boy stuck in borewell

3 more held in Coimbatore car blast case
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Nature is under threat;
In fact, it’s under
attack. The job we’re
doing as a world is just
not good enough
JUSTIN TRUDEAU | 
PM, CANADA

In a nod to Britain’s diversity, King Charles
inaugurated and paid obeisance at a newly-
built Gurdwara at Luton, a town just
outside London, and mingled with the
devotees. Children from across faiths were
present to welcome him, holding the Union
Jack and the Sikh flag of ‘Nishan Sahib’

UK KING UNVEILS NEW GURDWARA 
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international
The
opportunity for
India to buy

Russian oil at a cheap
price comes from the
fact that Ukrainians
are suffering from
the Russian aggression and die every
day

DMYTRO KULEBA |
FOREIGN MINISTER, UKRAINE
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day uote 

Our annual
report on
international

religious freedom
outlines some of the
concerns we’ve taken
note of when it
comes to India. We continue to
carefully monitor the religious
freedom situation in all countries
and that includes India

NED PRICE |
STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESPERSON, US

Warnock wins
Georgia runoff
Atlanta: Democrat Raphael
Warnock won re-election to the
US Senate in a hard-fought
Georgia runoff Tuesday,
strengthening his party’s razor-
thin majority as he fought off a
challenge by Republican former
football star Herschel Walker.
With 99% of the estimated vote
counted, he led Walker by 50.8%
to 49.2%, according to Edison
Research. “Let’s celebrate for a
little while on this mountain.
Let’s dance because we deserve
it. But tomorrow we go back
down into the valley to do the
work,” Warnock told a cheering
crowd of supporters.

Train collision in
Spain hurts 155
Barcelona: Two passenger trains
taking commuters to the city of
Barcelona collided early
Wednesday, injuring more than
150 people, though none
seriously, Spanish officials said.
Emergency services said medics
tended to 155 people on site, with
39 later taken to medical centres
for further treatment. The
reported injuries were limited to
knocks and bruises. The collision
occurred near Montcada i Reixac,
a town 30 minutes north of
Barcelona. Many people make the
daily commute from the town and
others nearby to Spain’s second
largest city to work each day.

Argentine VP gets
six years for graft
Buenos Aires: Argentina’s Vice
President Cristina Fernandez de
Kirchner has been sentenced to
six years in jail for corruption
and a lifetime ban from holding
public office. An Argentine court
convicted the 69-year-old of
“fraudulent administration” over
irregular public works contracts
awarded during her two-term
presidency between 2007 and
2015. The Vice President will not
face immediate imprisonment
and is also expected to appeal
against the sentence. It is the
first time that a sitting Vice
President has been convicted of
a crime in the country.

300 shops gutted
after blaze in Pak
Islamabad: A massive fire broke
out Wednesday at a popular
Sunday Bazaar in Pakistan’s
capital Islamabad, burning
nearly 300 shops and stalls. The
blaze started near Gate No 7 of
the Bazaar where second-hand
clothes and carpets are sold,
according to media reports.
Officials said that 10 fire brigade
vehicles fought for several hours
to extinguish the fire. They were
helped by two fire tenders of the
Pakistan Air Force. However, no
causalities have been reported
following the incident.

SHORT TAKES

It’s (Xi visiting
Saudi) the
largest and

highest-level
diplomatic event
between China and
the Arab world since
the founding of the People’s Republic
of China and will become an epoch-
making milestone in the history of
China-Arab relations

MAO NING |
FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESPERSON, CHINA

REUTERS

Dubai, Dec 7: A sister of  Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei has condemned his
c r a ck d ow n  o n  n at i o n w i d e
protests and called on the widely-
feared Revolutionary Guards to
lay down their weapons, ac-
cording to a letter published by
her France-based son.

Badri Hosseini Khamenei, who
lives in Iran and is the sister of
Ayatollah Khamenei, criticised
the clerical establishment start-
ing from the time of  the Islamic
Republic’s late founder Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini to her brother’s
rule, the letter, dated “December
2022”, said.

“I think it is appropriate now
to declare that I oppose my
brother’s actions and I express
my sympathy with all mothers
mourning the crimes of  the
Islamic Republic, from the time

of  Khomeini to the current era of
the despotic caliphate of  Ali
Khamenei,” she wrote in the let-
ter which was shared Wednesday
on the Twitter account of  her
son, Mahmoud Moradkhani.

“Ali Khamenei’s Revolutionary
Guards and mercenaries should lay
down their weapons as soon as
possible and join the people be-
fore it is too late,” the letter said.

The Revolutionary Guards are
Iran’s elite force which has helped
the country’s establish proxies
across the Middle East, and runs
a vast business empire.

On Tuesday, the elite force shared
a statement calling on the judici-
ary to “not show mercy to rioters,
thugs and terrorists”, in a sign
that the authorities have no in-
tention of  easing their fierce crack-
down on dissent.

In November, Khamenei’s ac-
t ivist  daughter  Farideh
Moradkhani was arrested by au-

thorities after calling on foreign gov-
ernments to cut all ties with
Tehran.

President Ebrahim Raisi mean-
while gave a speech at the University
of  Tehran to mark Student Day.
Some students outside the main
reception hall shouted “dishon-
ourable” and “students will die
but won’t accept this government.” 

BRUTALITY AND
AUTHORITARIAN RULE I oppose my brother’s actions: Khamenei’s sister

Iran has been gripped by unrest since the death of 22-year-old Kurdish Iranian woman Mahsa Amini in police custody Sept 16 for allegedly violating the
country’s strict female dress code. The demonstrations have posed one of the strongest challenges to the Islamic Republic since the 1979 revolution

KHAMENEI CALLS
FOR CHANGE

Iran’s Supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, called for “revolutionary
reconstruction of the country’s cultur-
al system”, state media reported, as
nationwide protests kept up pressure
on the authorities. “It is necessary to
revolutionise the country’s cultural
structure... the supreme council
should observe the weaknesses of
culture in different fields of the coun-
try,” Khamenei said during his meet-
ing with a state cultural council.

REUTERS

Berlin,  Dec  7 :  Ger many
Wednesday detained 25 members
and supporters of  a far-right group
that the prosecutor’s office said
was preparing a violent overthrow
of  the state to install as national
leader a prince who had sought
support from Russia.

Prosecutors said the group was
inspired by the deep state con-
spiracy theories of  Germany’s
Reichsbuerger and QAnon, whose
advocates were among those ar-
rested after the storming of  the
US Capitol in January 2021.

Members of  the Reichsbuerger
(Citizens of  the Reich) do not
recognise modern-day Germany
as a legitimate state. Some of  them
are devoted to the German em-
pire under monarchy, while some
are adherents of  Nazi ideas and
others believe Germany is still
under military occupation.

The plot envisaged a former
member of  a German royal family,
identified as Heinrich XIII P. R.
under Germany’s privacy law, as
leader in a future state while an-
other suspect, Ruediger v. P., was
the head of  the military arm, the
prosecutors’ office said.

It said Heinrich, who uses the
title prince and comes from the
royal House of  Reuss, which had
ruled over parts of  easter n
Germany, had reached out to rep-
resentatives of  Russia, whom the
group saw as its central contact
for establishing its new order. It
said there was no evidence the
representatives had reacted pos-
itively to the request.

The Kremlin said there could
be no question of  any Russian in-

volvement in an alleged far-right
plot to overthrow the German state,
with spokesman Dmitry Peskov
saying that it “appears to be a
German internal problem”.

One active soldier and several re-
servists were also among those
being investigated, a spokesper-
son for the military intelligence
service told Reuters. The active
soldier is  a  member of  the
Bundeswehr’s KSK elite force,
which has been overhauled in re-
cent years due to a number of  far-
right incidents.

Investigators suspect individ-
ual members of  the group had con-
crete plans to storm the Bundestag

lower house of  parliament in Berlin
with a small armed group, the pros-
ecutor’s office said.

The vice president of  the
Bundestag, Wolfgang Kubicki, told
the Rheinische Post newspaper
that the parliamentary building
was equipped for attacks from the
outside and aware of  potential
threat situations, so “the group’s
plans were already doomed to fail
when they were forged”.

The revelations of  the plot evoke
memories of  the storming of  the
steps of  Germany’s Reichstag par-
liament building by protesters in
August 2020 during mass marches
against coronavirus curbs, as well
as the attack on the US Capitol.

Germany’s domestic intelligence
agency attributes some 21,000 peo-
ple to the Reichsbuerger (Citizens
of  the Reich) movement, with
around 5% of  them seen as far-
right extremists.

HOUSE OF REUSS
The House of  Reuss had previ-

ously distanced itself  from
Heinrich, calling him a confused
man who pursued conspiracy the-
ories, according to local media. 

Germany’s monarchy was abol-
ished a century ago. When the
Weimar Constitution entered into
force on Aug 14, 1919, the legal priv-
ileges and titles of  German nobil-
ity were abolished. Officially, there
are no princes and princesses in
Germany.

Prosecutors said the raids were
conducted by more than 3,000 po-
lice officials and security forces
across 11 German federal states.
Suspects were also arrested in
Austria and Italy, said the office.

The suspects are accused of
preparing, since the end of
November 2021 at the latest, to
carry out actions based on their ide-
ology, according to the prosecu-
tors’ office. These actions include
procuring equipment, recruiting
new members and holding shoot-
ing lessons, it added.

The focus of  the recruitment ef-
forts were primarily members of
the military and police officers,
the office said.

The group was aware its plan
would involve deaths, the office
said, adding that its members con-
sidered this scenario to be a “nec-
essary intermediate step” towards
overarching system change.

Germany foils coup attempt
Members of the Reichsbuerger (Citizens of the Reich) do not recognise modern-day Germany as a
legitimate state. Some of them are devoted to the German empire under monarchy, while some are

adherents of Nazi ideas and others believe Germany is still under military occupation

FAR-RIGHT EXTREMISTS n Officials said 25 people
were detained

n Over 3,000 officers
conducted searches at 
130 sites 

n Military members among
those being investigated

n Prosecutors: Some planned
attack on parliament

n Kremlin says no question 
of involvement in any plot

The government will respond with the full force of
the law. The investigations provide a glimpse into
the abyss of a terrorist threat from the

Reichsbuerger milieu. Germany will defend itself
against the enemies of democracy
NANCY FAESER | INTERIOR MINISTER, GERMANY
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New York, Dec 7: Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
and “the spirit of  Ukraine” have
been declared as TIME’s ‘Person of
the Year’ 2022 Wednesday.

“Zelenskyy has been called a hero
by many in Ukraine and abroad, and
over the last year, established himself
as a symbol of  defiance and democ-
racy while he continues to lead the
nation through Russia’s unprovoked
attacks on his country,” a tweet on the
Today Show said as the winner of
the annual honour was announced
on the network.

“Volodymyr Zelenskyy and the
Spirit of  Ukraine are @TIME’s
2022 Person of  the Year,” it tweeted.

TIME said 44-year-old Zelensky’s
success as a wartime leader has re-
lied on the fact that “courage is con-
tagious. It spread through Ukraine’s
political leadership in the first days
of  the invasion, as everyone realised
the President had stuck around. If
that seems like a natural thing for
a leader to do in a crisis, consider his-
torical precedent.”

“Only six months earlier, the
President of  Afghanistan, Ashraf
Ghani — a far more experienced
leader than Zelenskyy — fled his
capital as Taliban forces ap-
proached.  In 2014,  one of
Zelenskyy’s predecessors, Viktor
Yanukovych, ran away from Kyiv
as protesters closed in on his res-
idence; he still lives in Russia today.”

Early in the Second World War, the
leaders of  Albania, Belgium,
Czechoslovakia, Greece, Poland, the
Netherlands, Norway, and Yugoslavia,
among others, fled the advance of  the
German Wehrmacht and lived out
the war in exile, it underlined.TIME
said now it was Zelenskyy’s gen-
eration’s turn to face the blows of
a foreign invader.

Instead of  Stalin and Hitler, it was
Russian President Vladimir Putin

“trying to break their will by de-
priving them of  heat and light, de-
stroying their ability to harvest
food, or to think about much besides
survival through this winter.
Already the next generation of
Ukrainians, like Zelenskyy’s own
son, were learning about the tools
of  war instead of  planning for
prosperity. That is the pattern the
President aims to disrupt, and his
plan relies on more than weapons”.

It added that there wasn’t much
in Zelenskyy’s biography to predict
his willingness to stand and fight.

“He had never served in the mil-
itary or shown much interest in its
affairs. He had only been President
since April 2019. His professional
instincts derived from a lifetime as
an actor on the stage, a specialist
in improv comedy, and a producer
in the movie business.”

Among the shortlisted candi-
dates for this year’s Time Person
of  the Year - the people who had
the most influence on the world
this year - were China’s president
Xi Jinping, the US Supreme Court,
Twitter’s new owner billionaire
Elon Musk, who was Person of
the Year last year, philanthropist
MacKenzie Scott, protestors in
Iran, Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen and gun safety advocates.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Beijing, Dec 7: After widespread
protests, China Wednesday rolled
back major Covid-19 restrictions,
moving a step closer to scrapping
its dreaded zero-Covid policy, which
drastically slowed down the econ-
omy and the movement of  people
across the country.

The new measures limit the lock-
down to individual apartment floors
and buildings, rather than entire
districts and neighbourhoods.

The new rules permit people who
test covid positive to isolate at home
rather than in overcrowded and un-
sanitary field hospitals, and schools.

Other major measures include re-
ducing the frequency of  nucleic
acid testing, scrapping negative nu-
cleic acid results and health code re-
quirements for entering public
places except for designated locations
such as nursing homes, medical
institutions and schools, as well as

lifting Covid testing and health code
requirements for domestic cross-
regional travellers, it said.

The measures detail that infected
individuals with mild or no symp-
toms who meet requirements will
be allowed to quarantine at home
or choose collective quarantine,
which has nation-wide resentment
as people were dumped in makeshift
hospitals with poor conditions.   

The sudden relaxation of  the rules
also sparked concerns that the daily
virus cases which were averaging
around 30,000 a day could increase
rapidly as more people are expected
to step out. China is currently in the
thick of  its winter season with tem-
peratures dropping to below zero. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Islamabad, Dec 7: Afghan girls will
be allowed to take their high school
graduation exams this week, an
official and documents from the
Taliban government indicated
Tuesday — even though they have
been banned from classrooms since
the former insurgents took over
the country last year. 

According to two documents
from the Taliban ministry of  ed-
ucation, obtained by The Associated
Press, the decision applies to 31
out of  Afghanistan’s 34 provinces
where the winter school break

starts in late December. 
One of  the documents, from the

Kabul education department, said
the exams would last from 10 am
to 1 pm. A second document, signed

by Habibullah Agha, the educa-
tion minister who took office in
September, said the tests would be
held in 31 Afghan provinces. 

“This is ridiculous,” said 18-year-
old Najela from Kabul, giving only
her first name for fear of  reprisals.
She would now be in twelfth grade
and eligible for the exam. “We spent
a whole year under tension and
stress and haven’t read a single
page of  our textbooks.” “How can
we possibly take an exam after a year
and a half  that the Taliban have
kept school doors closed,” she added. 

The Taliban overran Afghanistan
in August 2021 as US and NATO

forces were in the final weeks of
their pullout from the country after
20 years of  war. 

They have banned girls from
middle school and high school, re-
stricted women from most em-
ployment, and ordered them to
wear head-to-toe clothing in pub-
lic. Women are also banned from
parks, gyms, and funfairs.

Women have not been denied ac-
cess to universities under the Taliban
and the implication of  the latest
development is that Afghan girls
who obtain a high school diploma
after Wednesday’s exam would be
able to apply to universities. 

EXAMS WITHOUT EDUCATION

Taliban allow high school graduation
exams for girls Despite initially promising a more moderate rule and women’s and

minority rights, Taliban have restricted rights and freedoms and widely
implemented their harsh interpretation of Islamic law, or Sharia

Zelenskyy TIME’s
Person of the year 

China relaxes Covid-19 curbs

WAR-TIME HERO

The magazine said Zelenskyy’s vision of victory 
now extends beyond the liberation of territory
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As on 30th November
2022, 84,102 entities
have been recognised
as startups by DPIIT
SOM PARKASH | MINISTER OF STATE
FOR COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

The European Union reached a deal in
the early hours of Wednesday on a law
to increase the price that airlines have
to pay when they emit planet-heating
carbon dioxide emissions, adding
pressure to the sector to shift away
from fossil fuels

PAY MORE FOR POLLUTION
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Russian buyers
are enquiring
about a wide

range of products
from India. Indian
exporters are
evaluating the
proposal as they have to be careful
with the sanctions, with their
diversified exports basket covering
the US and the European Union

AJAY SAHAI | DIRECTOR GENERAL, FIEO

of the
day uote 

India currently
accounts for
around 45 per

cent of the global
GCCs in operations
and this share is
expected to grow
further

SACHIN ALUG | CEO, NLB SERVICES

The GAIL green
hydrogen
production

project based on our
PEM electrolyzer
technology is a first
of its kind and will
pave the way for many such projects
in the future

ASHWATH RAM | MD, CUMMINS INDIA

Audi, Renault to
increase prices
New Delhi: Luxury carmaker
Audi Wednesday said it will
increase prices of its model
range by up to 1.7 per cent, with
effect from January 1, 2023. The
company said it is hiking the
prices due to an increase in
input and operational costs.
Also, carmaker Renault India
said it will increase the prices of
its vehicles across models from
the next month to partially
offset rising input costs.
“Reasons for the price hike are
to partially offset the impact of
constant increases in input
costs largely driven by pricier
commodities, fluctuations in
foreign exchange rates,
inflation and also due to
regulatory obligations,” it said.

Sula Vineyards
IPO from Dec 12
New Delhi: Leading wine
producer Sula Vineyards
Wednesday said it has fixed a
price band of Rs 340-357 a share
for its Rs 960-crore initial public
offering (IPO), which will open
for subscription December 12.
The three-day initial share-sale
will conclude on December 14
and the bidding for anchor
investors will open December 9,
the company said in a
statement. The public issue will
be entirely an offer for sale
(OFS) aggregating to 26,900,532
equity shares by the promoter,
investors and other shareholders.

Morgan Stanley
lays off 1,600 
San Francisco: Global
investment advisory firm
Morgan Stanley has cut about
2 per cent of its global
workforce, or about 1,600
employees, amid the global
economic meltdown, the
media reported. The layoffs,
first reported by CNBC citing
sources, came after Morgan
Stanley CEO James Gordon
recently warned that “some
people are going to be let go”.
The company has about 81,567
employees and the layoffs will
touch “nearly every corner of
the global investment bank”.

ONGC’s new chief
New Delhi: Arun Kumar Singh,
former chairman of oil refining
and marketing company BPCL,
was Wednesday appointed
chairman and managing
director of ONGC -- the first
instance of a retired person
being appointed the head of a
Maharatna PSU. “The
Appointments Committee of
Cabinet (ACC) has approved
the proposal of Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas for
appointment of Arun Kumar
Singh, ex-CMD, BPCL as
Chairman, ONGC for a three-
year tenure with effect from
the date of his assumption of
charge of the post,” an official
order said.

SHORT TAKES
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New York, Dec 7: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, Biocon
Executive Chairperson Kiran
Mazumdar-Shaw and Nykaa
founder Falguni Nayar are among
six Indians who have made it to the
Forbes’ annual list of  The World’s
100 Most Powerful Women.

Ranked at  number 36,
Sitharaman has made it to the list
for the fourth time in a row. In
2021, the 63-year-old minister was
ranked at number 37 in the list,
while she was in the 41st spot in 2020
and 34th in 2019.

The other Indians to feature on
the list are HCLTech Chairperson
Roshni Nadar Malhotra (rank: 53),
Securities And Exchange Board Of
India (SEBI) Chairperson Madhabi
Puri Buch (rank: 54), and Steel
Authority Of  India Chairperson
Soma Mondal (rank: 67).

Malhotra, Mazumdar-Shaw and
Nayar made it to the prestigious list
last year also at 52nd, 72nd and
88th spots respectively. This year
Mazumdar-Shaw is ranked 72, while
Nayar is at 89th spot, according to
the list released by Forbes Tuesday.

Highlighting Nayar’s profile, the
Forbes list noted that the 59-year-
old businessperson “worked as an
investment banker for two decades,
leading IPOs and helping other en-
trepreneurs achieve their dreams.
In 2012, she decided to work for
herself, investing $2 million of  her
own savings to launch the beauty
and retail company Nykaa. She
took it public in 2021 and became
India’s richest self-made woman”.

According to the Forbes web-
site, 41-year-old Malhotra is re-
sponsible for all strategic deci-
s i o n s  f o r  t h e  $ 1 2  b i l l i o n
technology company.

“Founded by her father, Shiv
Nadar, in 1976, HCL became a cen-
tral player in India’s rise as an IT
hub,” it noted.

On March 1, 56-year-old Buch
became the first female chair of
the SEBI, which oversees India’s
more-than $3 trillion stock mar-
ket ecosystem.

Mondal, 59, who became the first
woman to chair the state-run Steel
Authority of  India (SAIL) in
January 2021, has led the company

to record financial growth since
taking over. The company’s profits
surged threefold to 120 billion ru-
pees in her first year at the helm,
according to the Forbes website.

It  described 69-year-old
Mazumdar-Shaw as one of  India’s
richest self-made women. She
founded India’s largest listed bio-
pharmaceutical firm by revenue,
in 1978. The firm has successfully
forayed into the lucrative US mar-
ket. The company has Asia’s largest
insulin factory in Malaysia’s Johor
region, it noted.

“The list was determined by
four main metrics: money, media,
impact and spheres of  influence. For
political leaders, we weighed gross
domestic products and popula-
tions; for corporate leaders, rev-
enues and employee counts; and
media mentions and reach of  all.
The result is a collection of  women
who are fighting the status quo,”
according to the website.

For her leadership during the

Ukraine war, as well as her handling
of  the Covid-19 pandemic, European
Commission president Ursula von
der Leyen sits atop the 19th an-
nual Forbes list of  the World’s 100
Most Powerful Women.

“Her influence is unique — no
one else on the list formulates pol-
icy on behalf  of  450 million people
— but her commitment to a free and
democratic society is not. Von der
Leyen is just one face of  the biggest
storyline of  2022: women acting
as stalwarts for democracy,” the
website underlined.

While European Central Bank
President Christine Lagarde is
placed at 2nd position, US Vice
President Kamala Harris ranked
3rd in the list.

A t  r a n k  1 0 0 ,  I r a n’s  J i n a
“Mahsa” Amini has posthu-
mously made it to the influen-
tial list. Her death in September
sparked an unprecedented
women-led revolution for their
rights in the Islamic nation.

6 Indians make it to Forbes’ World’s 100 Most Powerful Women
THE LIST INCLUDES 
39 CEOS; 10 HEADS 
OF STATE; AND 11 
BILLIONAIRES 
WORTH A COMBINED
$115 BILLION

8 US Vice
President
Kamala Harris
ranked 3rd in
the list

8 European
Commission president
Ursula von der Leyen
sits atop the list

8 European Central
Bank President
Christine Lagarde is
placed at 2nd spot
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Mumbai, Dec 7: The Reserve Bank
Wednesday lowered the country’s
GDP growth forecast to 6.8 per cent
for the current fiscal from 7 per cent
earlier, on account of  continued
geo-political tensions and tightening
of  global financial conditions.

India, however, remains a bright
spot in the otherwise gloomy world
and will be among the fastest grow-
ing major economies, said RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das while
announcing the latest bi-monthly
monetary policy.

“The biggest risks to the out-
look continue to be the headwinds
emanating from protracted geo-
political tensions, global slowdown
and tightening of  global financial
conditions,” he said.

Taking all these factors into con-
sideration, the RBI projected the real
GDP growth for 2022-23 at 6.8 per
cent, with the third quarter at 4.4
per cent and the fourth at 4.2 per
cent. Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
growth is projected at 7.1 per cent for
April-June period of  2023-24 and at
5.9 per cent for the following quarter.

“Even after this revision in our
growth projection for 2022-23, India
will still be among the fastest grow-
ing major economies in the world,”
the Governor said.

It is to be noted that it is for the
third time this fiscal that the cen-
tral bank has pared the growth
projections for 2022-23.

In April, the central bank had cut

the GDP growth estimate from 7.8
per cent to 7.2 per cent, and further
lowered it to 7 per cent in September.

As per the official government
data, the GDP growth in the second
quarter of  the fiscal slowed to 6.3
per cent from 13.5 per cent in the
preceding three months.

For the Indian economy, Das
said the outlook is supported by
good progress of  rabi sowing, sus-
tained urban demand, improving
rural demand, a pick-up in manu-
facturing, rebound in services and

robust credit expansion.
Consumer price inflation mod-

erated to 6.8 per cent (y-o-y) in
October as expected, but it still re-
mains above the upper tolerance
band of  the target. Core inflation
is exhibiting stickiness.

“While headline inflation may
ease through the rest of  the year
and Q1:2023-24, it is expected to
rule above the target,” he said.

The medium-term inflation out-
look is exposed to heightened un-
certainties from geopolitical ten-
sions, financial market volatility and
the rising incidence of  weather-
related disruptions.

Meanwhile the Bank projected
inflation to come down below the
upper threshold level of  6 per cent
by March quarter of  the current fis-
cal saying the worst of  inflation is
behind us, but there is no room
for complacency in the fight against
price-rise.

It, however, retained its 6.7 per
cent average retail inflation forecast
for the current fiscal. The retail or
consumer price index (CPI) based
inflation has remained above the
RBI's upper tolerance threshold of
6 per cent for 10 months till October.

In its monetary policy statement
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
said the central bank will keep
‘Arjuna’s eye’ (keen focus) on the
evolving inflation dynamics and
projected inflation to remain above
4 per cent for the next 12 months.

“Over the next 12 months, in-
flation is expected to remain higher
than the 4 per cent target... While
being watchful of  the impact of
our earlier monetary policy ac-
tions, we will keep Arjuna’s eye
on the evolving inflation dynamics
and be ready to act as may be nec-
essary,” Das said.

RBI cuts growth forecast to 6.8% 
THIS IS THE FIFTH CONSECUTIVE RATE HIKE AFTER A 40 BASIS POINTS INCREASE IN MAY AND 50 BASIS POINTS HIKE EACH IN

JUNE, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER. IN ALL, THE RBI HAS RAISED THE BENCHMARK RATE BY 2.25% SINCE MAY THIS YEAR

‘Digital currency like 
cash, no need for 
lack of privacy fears’

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has decided to enhance

the mandates of United Payment
Interface (UPI), expand the
scope of Bharat Bill Payment
System (BBPS) and ensure
privacy of people in the case of
digital currency transactions,
said Governor Shaktikanta Das
Wednesday. He also said the
newly launched digital currency
was similar to cash and there
need not be any fear about lack
of privacy. Explaining the
difference between the UPI and
newly launched Central Bank
Digital Currency (CBDC) or e-
rupee Das said in the case of the
former, a bank will be there for
intermediation. On the other
hand, in the case of CBDC, it is
like cash on hand or cash on the
phone, he said. “The digital
currency will be kept on the
wallet in the phone. It will be
transferred from one person’s
wallet to another,” Das said.
Queried on the privacy offered
by the digital currency as
against the hard cash, Das said
the central bank does not track
the transactions. He said, these
are early days for the CBDC and
the pilot in retail payments has
begun now. Das said let there be
no fear as regards privacy.

8 RBI raises key
lending rate or the
repo rate by 35
basis points to
6.25%

8 It predicted
growth for third
quarter at 4.4% and
the fourth at 4.2%

8 Reserve Bank
projects inflation to
fall below 6% by
March 2023

The worst of inflation is
behind us, but there is

no room for complacency in
the fight against price-rise
SHAKTIKANTA DAS | GOVERNOR, RBI

China’s trade suffers
worst dip in 2-1/2 yrs 
REUTERS

Beijing, Dec 7: China’s exports and
imports shrank at their steepest
pace in at least 2-1/2 years in
November, as feeble global and do-
mestic demand, Covid-led produc-
tion disruptions and a property
slump at home piled pressure on the
world’s second-biggest economy.

The downturn was much worse
than markets had forecast, and
economists are predicting a fur-
ther period of  declining exports, un-
derlining a sharp retreat in world
trade as consumers and businesses
slash spending in response to cen-
tral banks’ aggressive moves to
tame inflation.

Exports contracted 8.7% in
November from a year earlier, a
sharper fall from a 0.3% loss in
October and marked the worst per-
formance since February 2020, of-
ficial data showed Wednesday. They
were well below analysts’ expec-
tations for a 3.5% decline.

Beijing is moving to ease some
of  its stringent pandemic-era re-
strictions, but outbound shipments
have been losing steam since August
as surging inflation, sweeping in-
terest rate increases across many
countries and the Ukraine crisis
have pushed the global economy to
the brink of  recession.

REUTERS

New Delhi, Dec 7: India, a lead-
ing importer of  fertilisers, is seek-
ing investment from global com-
panies as the nation works to build
storage for the crop nutrients, fer-
ti l iser  minister  Mansukh
Mandaviya said Wednesday.

India, which imports up to 40%
of  the 50 million tonne of  fertiliser
it needs annually, has been hit hard
by a spurt in prices this year after
the invasion of  Ukraine by Russia,
a major fertiliser producer, dis-
rupted supplies.

“This is an opportunity for the
global companies to invest in India
and work with us for long-term
strategies. I encourage global com-
panies to store in India for distri-
bution,” Mandaviya told an event
organised by Fertiliser Association
of  India.

India has signed long-term deals
for fertiliser imports to ensure sta-
ble supplies and protect against
market volatility.

The federal government pro-
vides financial support for do-
mestic fertiliser sales at rates below
the market to insulate farmers
from high prices and try to contain
inflation.

India’s fertiliser subsidy is ex-
pected to touch a record $27 bil-
lion in the financial year to March
31, 2023, the minister added.

Mandaviya, who is also India’s
health minister, said now was “an
opportune time” for global sup-
pliers to understand the dynamics
of  the Indian market.

Without naming them, he criti-
cised companies he said had formed
a cartel that pushed up global
prices, saying India had supplied
medicines to over 100 countries
since the Covid-19 pandemic and
had “neither raised prices nor com-
promised the quality”.

He said international compa-
nies selling fertilisers and their
feedstock “need to have a rea-
sonable and transparent mecha-
nisms and take long-term views
in dealing with issues of  fer-
tilisers in the larger interest of
global food security”.

India urges global firms
to help build fert storage

India’s fertiliser subsidy is expected to touch a record 
$27 billion in the financial year to March 31, 2023

COVID WOES
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New Delhi, Dec 7: Days after the
EU agreed on a price cap on Russian
seaborne oil, India Wednesday said
the impact of  the move was un-
clear and it was concerned about
the stability and affordability of
the energy markets.

Indian refiners will continue to
look for the best deals in the in-
terest of  the country, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar told
the Rajya Sabha.

“We do not ask our companies
to buy Russian oil. We ask our
companies to buy oil (based on)
what is the best option that they can
get. Now it depends on what the
market throws up,” he said while
replying to clarifications sought
by MPs on his suo moto statement
on foreign policy.

The companies will go after
sources that are more competitive,
Jaishankar added.

“Please do understand it’s not just
we buy oil from one country. We buy
oil from multiple sources, but it is
a sensible policy to go where we get
the best deal in the interests of  the
Indian people and that is exactly
what we are trying to do,” he said.

From a market share of  just 0.2
per cent in India’s import basket be-
fore the start of  the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, Russia’s share of  India’s
imports rose to 4.24 million tonne,
or nearly 1 million barrels per day,

in October, taking a 21 per cent
share comparable to that of  Iraq and
higher than Saudi Arabia’s share
of  around 15 per cent.

On price caps, Jaishankar said
the impact of  the move was not
very clear to India yet.

“Our concern is really what
would it do to the stability and the
affordability of  the energy mar-
kets, that is a concern,” he said.

The executive body of  the
European Union has asked its 27
member countries to cap the price
of  Russian oil at $60 a barrel as
part of  the West’s attempt to squeeze
Moscow’s oil revenues and limit its
ability to wage war in Ukraine
while keeping global prices and
supplies steady.

From December 5, western ship-
ping and insurance companies are
prohibited from handling Russian
oil sold above the price cap. However,
ships loaded with Russian oil be-
fore December 5 and unloaded at
their destination before January 19,
will not be subject to the price cap.

Last week, a top government of-
ficial said India can continue to
buy Russian oil if  it can send ships,
cover insurance and devise a mode
of  payment. On the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, Jaishankar said India has
publicly stated that this is not an era
of  war. “We have consistently urged
dialogue and diplomacy,” he said.

RUSSIAN OIL PRICE CAP

Worried about stability,
affordability, says India
INDIA, THE WORLD’S
THIRD-LARGEST
CRUDE IMPORTER
AFTER CHINA AND 
THE US, HAS BEEN
SNAPPING UP
RUSSIAN OIL THAT
WAS AVAILABLE AT A
DISCOUNT AFTER
SOME IN THE WEST
SHUNNED IT AS A
MEANS OF PUNISHING
MOSCOW FOR ITS
INVASION OF UKRAINE

Export benefits
under tax refund
scheme extended   
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 7: The government
Wednesday extended export ben-
efits under the tax refund scheme
-- RoDTEP -- to chemicals, phar-
maceuticals and products of  iron
and steel for a specified period
with a view to boost shipments of
these goods, amidst exports growth
recording a contraction of  16.65
per cent in October.

Benefits under the Remission
of  Duties and Taxes on Exported
Products (RoDTEP) Scheme will
be given to exports made during
December 15 this year till September
30 next year. These sectors were
left out in the earlier exercise which
was conducted in August 2021.

“Taking a major step to boost
exports, the Centre today further
expanded the scope of  the RoDTEP
scheme by including the exports
made from the chemical sector,
pharmaceuticals sector and ex-
ports of  articles of  iron and steel,”
the commerce ministry said.

It said that this was a long stand-
ing demand of  the industry, which
has been accepted.

According to the notification of
the Director General of  Foreign
Trade (DGFT), “Additional export sec-
tors/items... Are being added under
RoDTEP for exports made from
December 15 this year and shall be
applicable till September 30, 2023.”
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bogota (Colombia), Dec 7: Star
Indian weightlifter Mirabai Chanu
endured wrist pain to grab a silver
medal at the World Championships
and in the process beat Tokyo
Olympics champion Hou Zhihua,
here.

The Tokyo Olympic silver medal-
list, competing in the 49kg cate-
gory, managed to lift 87kg in snatch
and in 113kg in ‘clean and jerk’ for
an overall effort of  200kg here
Tuesday night.

The Indian finished behind
China’s Jiang Huihua, who won
the gold with a total effort of  206kg
(93kg+113kg) while her compatriot
Zhihua took home the bronze medal
with a total lift of  198kg (89kg+109kg).
It is Manipuri lifter’s second medal
at the World Championships, hav-
ing won a gold in 2017.

Chanu, who hurt her wrist dur-
ing a training session in September,
had competed in the National
Games with the injury in October.

“We couldn’t do much (about
the injury) because we didn’t want
to skip the World Championships.
Now, we will focus on her wrist
because we have a lot of  time be-
fore the next event,” India’s head
coach Vijay Sharma told PTI. 

“We were not taking any pressure
for this event. This is the weight
Mira lifts regularly. From now we
will start increasing the weights and
improving. Seeing Mira I believe
we are on the right track and she
is definitely going to only work
harder to bring out her A- game in
the upcoming Asian Games and
the Olympics.”

While the 11-lifter field was
highly competitive, most lifters re-
frained from stretching themselves.
Zhihua even skipped her final clean
and jerk attempt to settle for bronze.

Competing in her first interna-
tional tournament since winning
a gold at the Commonwealth Games,
Chanu had an underwhelming
snatch session. She started with an
84kg lift but her second attempt of
87kg was deemed a no lift.

Expectedly, Chanu didn’t go
for the much-awaited 90kg lift.
In her final attempt, the 28-year-
old, who had her wrist bandaged,
wobbled a little but was able to
hoist the 87kg barbell, which is
a kilogram less than her per-

sonal best in the section.
Fifth after the snatch section,

Chanu set the highest clean and jerk
entry weight but her first attempt
of  111kg was deemed a no lift as her
left elbow wobbled a little. The
Indian camp challenged the deci-
sion but the judges upheld it.

However, Chanu, the world record
holder in the category, succeeded in
her final two attempts of  111kg and
113 kg to collect the overall and
clean and jerk silver. He also took
silver in snatch category. Medals are

awarded separately for snatch,
clean and jerk, and total lift in con-
tinental and World Championships.
But, just one medal for total lift is
awarded in the Olympics.

India have four more lifters in the
fray. S Bindiyrani Devi (59kg),
Chanambam Rishikanta Singh
(61kg), Achinta Sheuli (73kg) and
Gurdeep Singh (+109kg) will com-
pete in their respective categories.

The 2022 World Championship is
the first qualifying event for the 2024
Paris Olympics, where weightlift-
ing events will be cut from 14 at
Tokyo Games to 10. However, it is
an additional event and not a com-
pulsory one. Under the 2024 Olympic
qualification rule, a lifter has to
compulsorily compete in the 2023
World Championships and the 2024
World Cup.

Apart from the above, the lifter
also has to participate in three of
the following events – the 2022
World Championships, the 2023
Continental Championships, the
2023 Grand Prix 1, the 2023 Grand
Prix II and the 2024 Continental
Championships. 

WEIGHTLIFTER MIRABAI CLINCHES SILVER AT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

GAIN
DESPITE
PAIN

It’s an emotionally
proud moment for me
to bring another World
Championship medal
back home after five

long years. I had wrist
pain but I am always

ready to push myself to
cross the line for my

country
MIRABAI CHANU

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Lusail, Qatar, Dec 7: With
Cristiano Ronaldo on the bench,
the superstar striker’s replace-
ment scored a hat trick to lead
Portugal over Switzerland 6-1 and
into the World Cup quarterfinals
Tuesday.

Goncalo Ramos, a 21-year-old for-
ward who only made his Portugal
debut last month, made his first
start for his country and demon-

strated the kind of
clinical finishing
Ronaldo was once
known for.

Ramos scored
the opening goal
in  the  17th
minute  and
added others in
the 51st and 67th
— by which time
chants  o f
“RONALDO!
RONALDO!”
were swirling
around the
89,000-seat

Lusail Stadium.
The 37-year-old

Ronaldo entered
as a substitute in
the 72nd minute
to loud cheers,
though
Portugal had
the  g ame
wrapped up by
then with de-
fenders Pepe
and Raphael
Guerreiro also

scoring. Rafael
Leao added an-
other  g oal  in

stoppage time.
Manuel Akanji
scored  for
Switzerland.
Portugal ad-

v a n c e d  t o  t h e
quarterfinals for the

third time, after 1966 and
2006, and will play Morocco
S a t u r d ay.  P o r t u g a l  c o a c h
Fernando Santos now has to de-
cide whether to stick with Ramos
or restore Ronaldo, the top scorer
in men’s international football
and one of  the game’s greatest
ever players.

Ronaldo had a couple of  chances
after coming on, and even thought
he had scored when he ran through
and drove  a  low shot  past
Switzerland goalkeeper Yann

Sommer. The goal was disallowed
for offside, much to the irritation
of  the fans — Portuguese or from
other countries — who had come
to see him.

After the final whistle, as
Portugal players stayed on the
field to applaud the team’s fans
at one end of  the stadium,
Ronaldo walked off  on his own
— perhaps wondering where
his career goes from here. He
is currently without a club
a f t e r  l e av i n g  M a n c h e s t e r
United midway through the
World Cup. 

Ronaldo was dropped a day after
Santos expressed his unhappiness
at the striker’s attitude after he was
substituted against South Korea in
the team’s final group game. Ramos
was a surprise replacement — he had
previously only made three substi-
tute appearances for Portugal —
and took his chance.

Ramos, who was only 2 years old
when Ronaldo made his Portugal
debut in 2003, produced the first
hat-trick at this year’s World Cup.
He also did something Ronaldo
has never achieved — score a
knockout goal at football’s biggest
tournament.

Ramos drove a rising shot with
his left foot inside Sommer’s near
post for the first goal, flicked deftly
through Sommer’s legs from close
range for the second, and then
ran through to chip the goalkeeper
for his third. 

Ronaldo was seen smiling while
he was warming up on the side of
the field after Ramos’ second goal.
Ramos even had an assist, playing
the ball through for Guerreiro to
score the fourth goal.

Ronaldo-less Portugal rout
Switzerland to reach quarters

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Doha, Dec 7: So, the dream is still
alive for Cristiano Ronaldo.
Football’s most prolific modern-
day scorer might yet, at the age of
37 and probably playing in his last
World Cup, claim the one major
title to elude him in a career like
no other.

It didn’t quite feel that way,
though, as he walked off  the field
alone at Lusail Stadium, leaving the
rest of  the Portugal team to cele-
brate getting through to the quar-
terfinals after a 6-1  rout of
Switzerland Tuesday.

In fact, it was a rather sad sight.
A veteran in decline departing the
scene as his teammates — some
barely half  his age — continued to
party. This has been a turbulent and
bruising few weeks for Ronaldo.

First came the explosive inter-
view with Piers Morgan that shaped
the start of  his fifth World Cup
campaign. Then the fallout, which
included the termination of  his

contract at Manchester United.
When the tournament started,

he broke a record — becoming the
first male player to score at five
different World Cups — and then
he underwhelmed, failing to score
in back-to-back games and re-
sponding to a substitution against
South Korea by showing his dis-
pleasure and angering his coach.

Then came Tuesday night and the
moment that might be looked back
on as the start of  the end of  his glit-
tering, record-breaking interna-
tional career. Not only was he
dropped by his national team, but
the 21-year-old player who replaced
him — Goncalo Ramos — scored a
remarkable hat-trick.

Just imagine the thoughts going
through Ronaldo’s head as he
trudged off  the field after playing
around 20 minutes as a substitute?

This was one of  Portugal’s great-
est wins — indeed, it was the coun-
try’ largest margin of  victory in a
World Cup knockout game — and
it felt like Ronaldo could hardly

get off  the field quick enough.
So where does this leave Ronaldo?

Already without a club, he is now
likely to be second choice for

Portugal to Ramos, who only made
his Portugal debut three weeks
ago.

Portugal coach Fernando Santos

threw Ronaldo a lifeline, saying
he’d continue to select players ac-
cording to the strengths and weak-
nesses of  the team’s opponent. But
it’s unthinkable that Ramos will lose
his place now for the quarterfinal
match against Morocco.

Tellingly, Santos praised his
team for playing with “a lot of  flu-
idity” and “as a collective”. That
style is harder to forge when
Ronaldo, whose mobility is just
not what it was, is the sole striker.

His goal that was ruled out for
offside against Switzerland was
an example of  a player trying to
steal a few meters to compensate
for his lack of  pace, and it’s not
the first time that has happened at
this World Cup.

While some of  the top clubs
might be beckoning for Ramos,
Ronaldo looks to be heading for
the obscurity of  the Saudi Arabian
league, even if  that does come with
an exorbitant salary.

For a man who spent last sum-
mer pushing for a move from United

because he wanted to play in the
Champions League, it is quite the
fall.

Will he go there as a World Cup
winner? Maybe, because Portugal
produced a dynamic performance
against Switzerland that was every
bit as impressive as Brazil’s the
previous night against South Korea.

And there remains that tanta-
lising prospect of  a title match be-
tween Argentina and Portugal.
One that will invariably be labeled
a head-to-head between Ronaldo
and his long-time rival, Lionel
Messi.

But what might be eating away
at the Portugal superstar, what he
might have been thinking as he
left the field at Lusail Stadium, is
that while Messi is leading
Argentina to that final frontier
with goals and brilliant perform-
ances, Ronaldo is no longer the
player carrying his national team.
Ronaldo might even be a burden,
given the way Portugal performed
without him against Switzerland.

CR7 loses Portugal spot to sully FIFA World Cup journey

FEELING DEVASTATED: A sad-looking Cristiano Ronaldo watches Portugal’s match
against Switzerland from the dugout before being subbed in later on, Tuesday

NOT EVEN IN MY
WILDEST DREAMS

DID I THINK ABOUT
BEING PART OF THE

STARTING TEAM FOR THE
KNOCKOUT STAGE
GONCALO RAMOS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mirpur, Dec 7: India’s shoddy bat-
ting display and the inability to
land the killer blow contributed
to their second successive series loss
in Bangladesh after the diminu-
tive Mehidy Hasan Miraz led the
hosts to a five-run win in the sec-
ond ODI with a memorable hundred
here Wednesday.  

Miraz (100 n o, 83b, 8x4, 4x6) tor-
mented the Indian bowlers on way
to his  maiden century as
Bangladesh staged a remarkable re-
covery to reach 271/7.

India’s challenge looked all over
at 207/7 but skipper Rohit Sharma’s
(51 n o, 28b, 3x4, 5x6) valiant effort
went in-vain as he nearly took his
team home while batting with a
split left webbing.

India needed a six off  the final
ball of  the game but Mustafizur
did well to perfect the yorker under
pressure after bowling a slew of
slow leg-breaks in the 48th over

forcing Mohammed Siraj to play out
a maiden.

Bangladesh had also won their
last ODI series against at home
back in 2015 when Mashrafe
Mortaza’s men got the better of
MS Dhoni and Co. The series loss
also forces India to go back to the
drawing board with the World Cup
less than 12 months away. 

At 65/4, India were in dire straits
in the run chase before a spirited
101-ball 107-run partnership be-
tween Shreyas Iyer (82, 102b, 6x4,
3x6) and Axar Patel (56, 56b, 2x4, 3x6)
brought them back into the contest.

Captain Rohit did not come out to
open after hurting his elbow while
fielding in Bangladesh’s innings. It was
only after the fall of  seventh wicket,
he decided to walk into the middle but
clearly looked in discomfort.

It was a courageous call to come

out with a heavily taped left thumb
and Rohit did provide a ray of  hope
by collecting couple of  sixes and four
from Ebadot Hussain in the 46th over.

Then two sixes off  Mahmudullah
in the 49th over brought the equa-
tion down to 20 from the final six

balls. The wily Mustafizur was
able to defend that after conced-
ing two fours and a six.   

India’s top-order struggled again
with Shikhar Dhawan and Virat
Kohli, who came out to open in
Rohit’s absence, falling cheaply. Both
Washington Sundar (11) and KL
Rahul (14) fell to poor shot selection. 

Earlier, India had Bangladesh
on the mat at 69/6 before last match’s
hero Miraz stitched an epic 148-
run partnership off  165 balls with
Mahmudullah (77, 96b, 7x4) to help
the home team put up a fighting
total. It was the highest ever sev-
enth-wicket stand against India.
For India, Sundar (3/37), Umran
Malik (2/58) and Siraj (2/73) shared
all the seven wickets among them.

Brief  scores: Bangladesh 271/7
(Mehidy Hasan Miraz 100 n o,
Mahmudullah 77; Washington
Sundar 3/37) beat India 266/9
(Shreyas Iyer 82, Axar Patel 56,
Rohit Sharma 51 n o; Ebadot
Hossain 3/45) by 5 runs.

Bangladesh seal series with thrilling 5-run victory

Mehidy Hasan Miraz (L) walks off the field with a teammate after their innings

R ohit Sharma is likely miss the third ODI after
splitting the webbing between his left thumb and

index finger during the 2nd ODI. Standing at second
slip, Rohit was left with a bloodied hand when he
dropped Anamul Haque off Mohammed Siraj 

H e was rushed to a Dhaka hospital for scan and the
affected area required multiple stitches during

the initial treatment. It is believed some further scans
will be required to ascertain if there is a fracture

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangkok, Dec 7: India’s HS
Prannoy fought hard before going
down in three games to rising
Japanese shuttler Kodai Naraoka
in the opening men’s singles group
A match at the BWF World Tour
Finals (WTF) here Wednesday.

The World No.12 Indian showed
superb recovery after the opening
game reversal and kept fighting
in the decider before three un-
forced errors at the back end saw
him lose 11-21, 21-9, 17-21 to Naraoka
in an hour long contest. It was his
second defeat to the Japanese, hav-
ing suffered a loss in their only
meeting in Singapore Open in July.

Prannoy will next face China’s
Lu Guang Zu, an opponent he had
lost to in his only meeting at French
Open this year.

Prannoy loses
to Naraoka at
WTF group tie

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Adelaide, Dec 7: Steve Smith
Wednesday returned as Australia
captain after Pat Cummins failed
to recover from an injury and was
ruled out of  the second Test against
the West Indies beginning here
Thursday.

The Aussie pace spearhead had
suffered a quadricep strain and
was out of  action on the final day
of  the first Test that the hosts won
by 164 runs to take a 1-0 lead in the
two-match series.

Scott Boland, 33, was named as
Cummins’ replacement by Cricket
Australia, while Smith has now
been elevated to captaincy for the
day-night Test.

“Team medical staff  commenced
Cummins’ recovery in Adelaide
but selectors deemed there was
not sufficient time for the fast
bowler to be fully fit for the match,
which starts tomorrow (Thursday),”
a Cricket Australia said in a state-
ment. “Cummins is expected to re-
turn for the opening Test match
against South Africa in Brisbane.”

The first Test against South
Africa is scheduled to begin
December 17 at the Gabba. The 29-
year-old Cummins had also missed
last year’s Adelaide Test against
England as a close COVID-19 con-
tact and Smith took over the reins
to lead Australia to a resounding
275-run win. 

Boland, who averaged 9.55 after
his three Ashes Tests last year, is
expected to form the pace attack
with Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazlewood
and Cameron Green.

Smith back as
captain after
Pat ruled out

RAMOS
hat-trick

sinks Swiss
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