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Actor Rashmika Mandana asks trolls not to
abuse her as the words and phrases used
often affect her mentally

MAKING A POINT
ICC announces Suryakumar Yadav as Men’s
T20I Cricketer of the Year and Renuka
Singh as Emerging Player 

HONOURS FOR SURYA, RENUKA

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

Germany announces that it will deliver heavy
tanks to Ukraine and the US will also do
the same 

INTERNATIONAL | P10

TANKS FOR UKRAINE
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Aren’t we supposed to 
display only indigenous 
weapons in the parade?

WEATHER
BHUB

32.9° 30.5°
CTK

15.0°
MAX

MINT
E

M
P

Humidity 75% 89%
Rainfall Nil Nil

Forecast
Foggy

weather
mostly

16.3°

INDEX                         VARIATION

SENSEX 60205.06 773.69

NIFTY 17891.95 226.35

DOLLAR 81.31 `0.34

EURO 88.98 `0.21 

GOLD `56,920 `49

SILVER `68,529 `13BU
LL

IO
N

BO
U

RS
ES

C
U

RR
EN

C
Y

MARKET WATCH

HOLIDAY NOTICE

The offices of Orissa POST will
remain closed on the occasion 
of Republic Day. Hence, there 
will be no edition of the paper
January 27, 2023 (Friday).

—EDITOR

INAUGURAL JOURNEY: Union Ministers (from left) Ashwini Vaishnaw, Dharmendra Pradhan and G Kishan Reddy flag off the ‘Shree Jagannatha Yatra’ tourist train from Safdarjung
Railway Station in New Delhi, Wednesday    OP PHOTO     

SHORT TAKES

SC verdicts to be
available in Odia
New Delhi: Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud launched a Supreme
Court service Wednesday that will
start providing judgements in
various Indian scheduled languages
from Republic Day. There are 22
languages in the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution including
Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi,
Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani,
Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi,
Nepali, Odia, Punjabi, Sanskrit,
Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu,  Bodo,
Santhali, Maithili and Dogri. “We
have 1,091 judgments in regional
languages which will be launched
tomorrow on Republic Day,” the CJI
said. “We have 21 in Oriya, 14 in
Marathi, four in Assamese, 17 in
Kannada, 29 in Malayalam, three in
Nepali,” the CJI added. 

Leopard carcass
found in Dhenkanal 
Dhenkanal: Forest personnel
recovered Wednesday the carcass
of a leopard from near Barihargadi
village under Khajuriakata section
of Hindol range in this district.
Locals spotted the body of the big
cat and informed the Forest
department. Sources said that it
was case of poaching, but officials
said that the exact reason can only
be established after post-mortem.
The recovery of the leopard carcass
raises questions about the safety
of wild animals in the state. Only a
few days back, a leopard and an
elephant were found dead at the
Similipal National Park in
Mayurbhanj district. Sources said
that the incidents clearly portray
the presence of a large number of
poachers in forests of Odisha. 

Fairytale farewell awaits Sania at Melbourne 

CLASHES BREAK OUT BETWEEN COPS AND STUDENTS OVER SCREENING OF BBC DOCUMENTARY ON NARENDRA MODI 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25: Ahead of
2024 elections, former Chief
Minister of  Odisha and nine-time
MP Giridhar Gamang and his son
Sishir resigned from the BJP.
Holding a press conference here
Wednesday, the father-son duo an-
nounced their resignations from the
primary membership of  BJP.

Giridhar also announced that
he will not contest in elections any-
more as he is old. “My son Sishir
will contest the elections from now
on,” the tribal leader said.

The father-son duo said that they
have already sent their resigna-
tion letters to BJP national presi-
dent JP Nadda. They had joined the
BJP in 2015 after resigning from
Congress.

“I realised that I am unable to
discharge my political, social and
moral duty to my people in Odisha
during the last several years.
Hence, I tender my resignation
from the primary membership of
the BJP with immediate effect.
Please accept the same,” the 
former CM said in his resigna-
tion letter to Nadda.

Giridhar thanked PM Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah, who was party president in
2015, for clarifying on the floor of
the Parliament on his voting against
Vajpayee government in 1999.

Similarly, Sishir in his letter
said he resigned after realising
that he was unable to do much for
the welfare of  the tribal community
and the youth during the last 
everal years.

They are likely to join Telangana
Chief  Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao’s newly floated party – Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS).

“I have come from a national
party (Congress) to BJP, another 
national party. I will join another na-
tional party, which is yet to set a
foothold in Odisha,” Giridhar said. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Jan 25: A total of  13
police officials of  Odisha were
awarded Wednesday with medals
for meritorious services on the 
occasion of  Republic Day. Among
the 13, two were honoured with the
President’s Police Medal while 11
others were awarded with the Police
Medal for meritorious services. 

The Ministry of  Home Affairs
said in a release that the President’s
Police Medals have been awarded
to Special  Secretary,  CMO
Dhirendra Sambhaji Kutey and
Vigilance Directorate constable
Prahallad Kumar Rout. They are

among the 901 police personnel
who have been honoured with the
President’s Police Medal on the
occasion of  Republic Day. 

The 11 cops from Odisha who
have been awarded the Police Medal
are: Himanshu Bhusan Swain,
ACP, Bhubaneswar; Jatindra

Kumar Panda, Additional SP,
Bhadrak; Pradyumna Mishra,
Additional SP, Bhadrak; Sudhanshu
Sekhar Pujari, DSP, Vigilance,
Sundargarh; Gyanendra Kumar
Das, Deputy Commandant BPSPA,
Bhubaneswar; Arun Balliarsingh,
Inspector, Bhubaneswar, Security
Wing; Jugal Kishore Pradhan, SI,
Berhampur Vigilance Division;
Sarwordin Khan, Constable,
Nuapatna, Cuttack; B Bhusan
Mohanty, ASI of  Police (Computer)
SCRB, Bhubaneswar; Anil Kumar
Minz, Drill Inspector, Bhubaneswar
and Pradeep Kumar Behera, Sepoy,
IV Battalion, Rourkela.

Continued on P4

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25:  Germany
struck twice with two minutes left
in the match to wipe out a two-
goal deficit and then prevailed over
England in the penalty shootout to
make a dramatic entry into the
semifinals of  the FIH World Cup
here Wednesday.

In the second quarterfinal played
on the day, the Netherlands van-
quished South Korea to end the
Asian campaign in the tournament. 

In the semifinals now, the
Netherlands will play defending
champions Belgium while Germany
will clash with three-time winners
Australia. 

Ger many captain Mats
Grambusch and his younger

brother Tom scored in the space of
one minute after England held on
to a 2-0 lead till the 58th minute. It
was like coming back from the
jaws of  defeat for Germany. Earlier
England had taken a 2-0 lead with
goals from Zachary Wallace (12th)
and Liam Ansell (33rd).

Niklas Wellen, Hannes Muller,
Prinz Thies and Christopher Ruhr
scored for Germany in the shootout.
For England James Albery, Wallace
and Phil Roper scored, while David
Goodfield missed.

In the second quarterfinal,
Koen Bijen (27th and 31st), Justen
Blok (36th), Steijn van Heijningen
(50th) and Teun Beins (58th)
scored for the Netherlands. Inwoo
Seo (51st) scored a consolation
goal for South Korea. P12

Ex-CM Gamang,
son quit BJP

AGENCIES

Melbourne, Jan 25: Playing the
last Grand Slam tournament of  her
career, Sania Mirza earned the
chance to win her seventh major
title by reaching the Australian
Open mixed doubles final with com-
patriot  Rohan Bopanna here
Wednesday. The unseeded Indian
pair knocked out third seeds Desirae
Krawczyk and Neal Skupski 7-6 (7-
5), 6-7 (5-7), 10-6 in the semifinal that
lasted 112 minutes.

After splitting a set each, the
Indians raced to a commanding
lead in the super tie-breaker. Sania
found a stunning backhand win-
ner to earn three match points and
sealed the contest with a drive vol-
ley that Krawczyk could not return.

“It was an amazing match, there
was a lot of  nerves. It’s my last
slam and it’s so special to play with
Rohan. He was my first mixed dou-
bles partner when I was 14 and
today I’m 36 and he is 42 and we are
still playing, we have a solid rela-

tionship,” Sania said after the
match. “So who cares about age?”

Sania had earlier announced
that the WTA event in Dubai in
February will be her swansong and
that the Australian Open will be her
last Grand Slam. “We are excited to
come back here and give ourselves
another chance. We were playing the
best mixed doubles pair on Tour and
had to come up with the best,” she
said about the rival players from
USA and England. 

“I’m not a crier but I’m almost

there right now, I feel the love for
the last 18 years I have been coming
here. It feels like home for me, I have
a family here, I eat at home and I
have so many Indians supporting
me,” added Sania, who won her first
Grand Slam  title at the Australian
Open in 2009, winning the champi-
onship with Mahesh Bhupathi. She
later won the women’s doubles title
at Melbourne Park in 2016 with Swiss
great Martina Hingis.

The 42-year-old Bopanna, who won
his only major title at the French
Open, said seizing the momentum in
tie break was crucial. “Really happy
to be sharing the court with Sania.
(It’s an) incredible journey, inspiring
everyone back home and today so
many fans here. One more to go. It
would be an absolute dream (Sania
winning the title),” Bopanna said. 

7 years after 
winning her last
Grand Slam title,
Indian tennis
queen on the
cusp of 
winning
mixed 
doubles title

SANIA’S
GRAND
SLAMS

MIXED DOUBLES
YEAR PARTNER EVENT 

2009 Mahesh Bhupathi Australian Open 

2012 Mahesh Bhupathi French Open

2014 Bruno Soares US Open

WOMEN’S DOUBLES
YEAR PARTNER EVENT 

2015 Martina Hingis Wimbledon

2015 Martina Hingis US Open

2016 Martina Hingis Australian Open

13 Odisha policemen honoured
The awards are bestowed for gallantry, sacrifice and meritorious services  
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Germany, Dutch in last 4

70 Jamia students detained 
AGENCIES

New Delhi, Jan 25: Clashes broke
out between students of  Jamia
Millia Islamia University and the
police here Wednesday over the
screening of  BBC’s documentary
India: The Modi Question. Sources
said that the Delhi police detained
70 students who gathered at the
university to protest against the
detention of  four activists over the
proposed screening, the Students’
Federation of  India (SFI) said.
There was no immediate response
from the police. 

Heavy deployment of  police per-
sonnel was seen outside the cam-
pus where students had gathered.
Personnel from the Rapid Action
Force were deployed at the gate.

Pritish Menon, SFI secretary of
the Delhi state committee said po-
lice detained protestors who had

gathered there. “We were about to
begin our demonstration peace-
fully but were detained before that
and taken to the police station,”
Menon informed.

The SFI’s Jamia unit had re-
leased a poster Tuesday inform-

ing that the documentary would be
screened at the MCRC Lawn Gate
8 at 6.00pm.

The university administration
said the screening would not be 
allowed and that they were taking
all measures to prevent people and

organisations with a ‘vested in-
terest to destroy the peaceful aca-
demic atmosphere of  the university’.

“It has come to the knowledge of
the university administration that
some students belonging to a 
political organisation have circu-
lated a poster about screening of  a
controversial documentary film
on the university campus today,”
Jamia Millia Islamia said in the
statement.

“The university had earlier 
issued a memorandum/circular
reiterating that no meeting/gath-

ering of  students or screening of
any film shall be allowed on the 
campus without permission from
the competent authority. Strict dis-
ciplinary action shall be taken
against organisers in case of  any
violation,” it added. 

Vice-Chancellor Najma Akhtar
accused SFI for ‘disturbing peace
and harmony’, and asserted that she
will not allow any such behaviour
in the varsity under her watch.
“We do not want any disturbance
on the campus. We desire to keep
peace and harmony in the uni-
versity where students are study-
ing and giving exams,” Akhtar as-
serted.  “A small group like SFI,
which has no following, is hold-
ing protests. We do not approve of
this kind of  behaviour. At no cost,
I will allow this kind of  behaviour
under my watch,” she added. 

Continued on P4

n SFI says more than 70
students detained, police
say only 4 held

n Jamia VC promises strict
action against students
involved in disturbing peace 

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Jan 25: Four Odia
achievers feature in the list of  91
luminaries who have been awarded
the Padma Shri as per a release
issued by the Ministry of  Home
Affairs, here Wednesday. The four
personalities who have been
awarded the Padma Shri are
Maguni Charan Kuanr (Art),
Antaryami Mishra (Literature and

Education), Krishna Patel (Art)
and Patayat Sahu (Agriculture). 

Born in Keonjhar district Kuanr
belongs to a family of  traditional pup-
peteers while Mishra is a prolific writer.
Patel on the other hand is a renowned
folk singer and the first Aghria woman
to be conferred the Padma Award.
Sahu is well-known for creating a gar-
den of  medicinal plants and had been
earlier  praised by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Continued on P4   

4 FROM ODISHA 
GET PADMA SHRI
President Droupadi Murmu approves conferment

of 106 Padma Awards for 2023  

From (L) Antaryami Mishra, Krishna Patel, Maguni Charan Kuanr and Patayat Sahu



Mumbai: Legendary actor Amitabh Bachchan
bagged yet another award -Lifetime Achievement

Award at 2023 Joy Awards in Saudi Arabia -
for his contribution to Indian movies. 

He took to Instagram  to share his ac-
ceptance speech at the event.. “My immense
gratitude for your affection and care .. and
for the honour ..”, the actor captioned while
sharing the video.

In his speech he mentioned that it was
his first visit to Saudi, but won’t be his last.
The actor said, “I’ve always believed that
cinema is a medium of  entertainment, and
it is a medium that brings people together

and integrates human society.”
He continued: “My father, a great
poet - during the last days of  his life,
he used to watch a Hindi film every
evening. I asked him ‘what is it

that you find interesting in cin-
ema?’ He said, ‘I get poetic jus-
tice in three hours. You and I
won’t get poetic justice in a
lifetime or several lifetimes.’

“That’s the power of  cin-
ema. I’m proud to be a very
small part of  the film in-
dustry of  my country. When
you honour me today, you
honour the film industry of
my country, you honour my
country,” he further added.

Amitabh was accompa-
nied by his family mem-
bers including Shweta
Bachchan Nanda and
Abhishek Bachchan in Saudi
Arabia. 

AGENCIES

Mumbai: Kangana Ranaut
retur ned to  Twitter
Tuesday and a day after,
she tweeted that the film

industry is “crass”
where the success

of  an art proj-
ect  is  al -

legedly
gauged

from the

money
made by it .

Kangana’s comment comes
on release day of  Shah
Rukh Khan’s much-antici-
pated film Pathaan which
is expected to have a record-
breaking opening on
Wednesday.

Taking to  Twitter

Wednesday mor ning,
Kangana wrote, “Film in-
dustry is so crass and crude
that whenever they want to
project success of  any en-
deavour/creation/art they
throw flashing currency
digits in your face, as if  art
has no other purpose.. it
exposes their lowly stan-
dards and the kind of  de-
prived lives they live.”

She also said that cin-
ema is not made for “major
economic gains” like other
industries and that’s the
reason artists are wor-
shipped.  She wrote,
“Primitively art blossomed
in temples and reached lit-
erature/theatres and even-
tually inside cinemas. It is
an industry but not de-
signed for major economic
gains like other billion/tril-
lion dollar businesses, that’s
why art/artists are wor-
shipped not industrialists
or billionaires.”
AGENCIES

P2 BIEBER SELLS MUSIC 
RIGHTS FOR $200 MN

leisure
Pop juggernaut Justin Bieber has sold his music publishing
and recording catalog shares to the Blackstone-backed
Hipgnosis Songs Capital for $200 million, the company
said Tuesday -- marking the industry’s latest blockbuster
rights deal. The sale has been rumoured for weeks. 

Grammy winner Beyonce’s jewellery for her private
show in Dubai was reportedly worth $7.5 million,
around a third of her rumoured $24 million pay cheque
for the invitation-only gig. The Crazy in Love singer, 41,
made a comeback to the stage in nearly five years. 
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AQUARIUS
You will come out top in
whatever you choose to do,
and success will smell hon-
eysuckle sweet! Naturally, recognition and
rewards await you. Take your friends to
that trendy café; you needn't wait for a
reason to party, says Ganesha.

PISCES
Major expenses are coming
your way, but the good news
is a lot of them can be avoid-
ed simply by drawing a line between your
needs and your wants. Exercising a little
restraint now will go a long way in boosting
your savings later on, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
Your friend base is slated to
multiply today. At work,
additional responsibilities
will be thrust upon you, and you will
also be given charge of new
resources. Ganesha predicts you tak-
ing up the challenge and emerging
triumphant in all spheres today.

LIBRA
Sit back and think hard —
think about what is it that
you really want when it
comes to your business enterprises,
because there are many ways to go about
things at work, and they all shall lead
your somewhere different. The stars
favour you today with a golden touch, so
take it in your stride and make hay while
the sun shines. 

SCORPIO
Today, Ganesha is in the
mood to give you health
tips. Cultivate healthy eat-
ing habits and exercise regularly to stay
away from disorders like obesity.
Irregular eating habits and unhealthy
lifestyle may lead to many other troubles.
Eat healthy, stay happy.

LEO
The bourgeoisie feasted on
cake, while the masses
starved for want of a mere
loaf of bread. Ganesha foresees some-
thing similar for you today, as you show
the propensity to indulge in unwanted
expenses. Whether it is impulsive deci-
sions or compulsive buying, they shall not
serve as an excuse on a later date when
the milk is already spilt. 

VIRGO
You will be cool as a cucum-
ber today. Nothing that hap-
pens will unsettle that com-
posure, says Ganesha. Your loved ones
will stand tall and strong behind you, 
and inspire you to overcome obstacles.
Your work will reflect dedication, 
says Ganesha. 

GEMINI
Your long-term goals seem
to be shaping up well. You
may also expect some good
news, which will change the course of
your life. Play a waiting game in matters
of auctions and sealed tenders. And
memorise these words: Prevention is 
better than cure.

CANCER
Today, you may focus your
entire attention on your
relationships – your ties
with your parents, spouse, children, sib-
lings and even neighbours. However, all
that effort and energy may not get its
due, and you may get a cold response
from one or more of your relatives. 

ARIES
You're finally impressed by
the yogis. A degree course
in Art of Living? Ganesha
approves. You may even fulfill a desire to
begin lessons in music or dance, or 
something that has interested you since
long. A good, good day, and it smells of
sweet success.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
You need to be very and
practical and realistic in all
that you do today, urges
Ganesha. You are known to be pretty
emotional and sensitive and generally
go by your feelings. Your mind, your
reason do not normally feature in you
decision making. 

CAPRICORN
Overcome with feelings, you
may take decisions that
may stand in the way of
success. Don't let your sentiments ruin
your future prospects because the
damage done will be beyond repair,
warns Ganesha. Today, there are also
chances that your down-to-earth
nature and amiable approach will win
the hearts of many. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

BEYONCE WORE JEWELLERY WORTH 
$7.5 MN AT PRIVATE DUBAI GIG

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25:  There is
a need to organise more film fes-
tivals in India as they encourage
the budding filmmakers to work
on themes that strongly relate to
rural life, said Kamal KM, a lead-
ing name of  Malayalam films. 

He was speaking on the third day

of  ongoing 12th Indian Film
Festival Bhubaneswar (IFFB) here
at Guru Kelu Charan Mohapatra
Odissi Research Centre, Wednesday. 

“This is how we learned; by
watching movies together and
discussing cinema with each other.
Film festivals are platforms where

we get to discover contemporary
cinema,” he added. 

Kamal’s  highly acclaimed film
Pada, a socio-political thriller
based on a true incident that oc-
curred in 1996 when the then
Palakkad collector was held hostage
was screened on the occasion.

Three more movies Apur
Sansar (Satyajit Ray), Be Ches Ne
Veth (I am not the river Jhelum),
the only Kashmiri language movie
of  the festival directed by Prabhas
Chandra and Abhinandan
Baner jee’s  Bangla  movie
Manikbabur Megh (The Cloud
and the Man) were also screened
during the day. 

Be Ches Ne Veth explores the
suffocation and trauma experi-
enced by its protagonist Afeefa, a
Kashmiri woman, in her life while
Manikbabur Megh tells the tale
of  a recently-bereaved middle-
aged man and his accidental com-
plex yet meaningful relationship
with a cloud.

12TH INDIAN FILM FESTIVAL BHUBANESWAR: DAY 3Kangana calls film 
industry ‘crass’ 

Mumbai: Actor Rashmika
Mandanna, who was recently
seen in Mission Majnu, has
opened up about the hate she’s
been receiving from trolls over the
last few months. In a new inter-
view, Rashmika spoke about the
troll having a problem with every-
thing she does in her life. She
added that she’s willing to lis-
ten if  they communicate properly
but says it affects mentally when
they turn abusive. 

Rashmika was asked if  she
felt like giving up everything,
despite the success and fame.
The actor said ‘sometimes’ the
thought did cross her mind.

The Goodbye actress added,
“People are having a problem
with my body. If  I work out too
much, I look like a man. If  I don’t
work out too much, I’m too fat. If
I talk too much, she’s too cringe.

If  I don’t talk at all, oh, it’s at-
titude. I’m like people will have
a problem with me breathing
and not breathing as well. So
what do you want me to do?
Should I leave? Should I
stay?” 

Rashmika said she will
listen to people if  they
clearly tell her what they
want her to change about
herself. “If  you have a
problem with me, say
what problem you
have. Why do you
have this prob-
lem? Don’t be
abusive. Some
words and
phrases that
they use are men-
tally af fecting
some of  us,” she
added. AGENCIES

RASHMIKA ON HATE FROM TROLLS

Need for more film fests stressed

Malayalam film director Kamal KM making a point at the event

Honour for Big B in Saudi Arabia

‘Don’t be abusive, 
it affects mentally’
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World 67,38,44,144  64,58,76,019 67,50,248  

India 4,46,82,206  4,41,49,547  5,30,737  

Odisha 13,36,304    13,26,915  9,204

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown
MANOJ SHARMA NEW ECoR GENERAL MANAGER

Bhubaneswar: Manoj Sharma, a 1985-batch Indian Railway Service of
Engineering (IRSE) officer, has joined the East Coast Railway (ECoR)
as General Manager. Prior to the new posting, Sharma was working
as Chief Administrative Officer (Construction) of Central Railway (CR)
at Mumbai. He has also worked as Divisional Railway Manager
(DRM)/ Ratlam in Western Railway, Chief Engineer in Northern
Railway, at Delhi, Chief General Manager, in the National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI) in Delhi and Joint Director/Director in
Research Design and Standards Organisation (RDSO) at Lucknow.

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25: As the FIH
Men’s Hockey World Cup 2023 is nearing
the end and the final clash will take
place January 29, enthusiasm is sky
high among the tourists and hockey
lovers from abroad even as they find an
opportunity to explore tourism in Odisha. 

Orissa POST spoke to some of  the
visitors and supporters from different par-
ticipating countries who have arrived here
to witness the Mahakumbh of  hockey.
Apart from enjoying the matches at
Kalinga Stadium, these hockey lovers are
also visiting several temples and places
of  tourists’ interest. 

Christian Betzmann, a travel vlog-
ger from Germany, who has visited
more than 50 countries and 16 states
in India, appreciated the temple ar-
chitecture in the City. Betzmann said,
“The City now looks very clean and
the beautification drive for hockey is
great. I had visited Mukteswar temple

and was awestruck on seeing the struc-
ture. The City is a nice blend of  cul-
ture and modernism. I would like to
explore it more during my next visit.
As a host City, Bhubaneswar has done
a tremendous job in terms of  prepa-
rations for the gala event.” He also
lauded the supportive sports envi-
ronment and facilities.

Carol Hodget, the mother of  the
captain of  England hockey team, de-
scribed Bhubaneswar as a ‘clean and
safe place’ for everybody. “I had visited
Bhubaneswar in 2018 too during the
last world cup. Things are better placed

this time. The City has been made
squeaky clean and safer. I had visited
several temples which are really beau-
tiful.” Fujimoto Ippei, a journalist
from Japan, said, “I had visited
Bhubaneswar in 2015 as a player for
Japan and since then Kalinga Stadium
has undergone a sea change.” Ippei is
looking forward to visit Rourkela to
witness the remaining matches.

Similarly, George, a die-hard fan of
Australian team from Queensland,
has been touring with the team since
the beginning of  the tournament.
According to him, “The Kalinga

Stadium in Bhubaneswar is a world-
class facility. I hope that Australia
wins the trophy that will make
Bhubaneswar lucky for us.”

Not only hockey lovers but culture
enthusiasts are also enjoying the
.FEST being organised here as part of
the sporting extravaganza. Many are
also seen relishing a wide range of
cuisine put up at the International
Food Festival.

Skyler, tourist from USA, said, I’m
loving the atmosphere here and es-
pecially the best food. The perform-
ances at .FEST are enthralling.”

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Jan 25: If  things go well,
Gorakabar, the graveyard housing the
tomb of  Utkal Gourav Madhusudan
Das in the Millennium City here, will
get a fresh lease of  life by September
this year, with the Cuttack Municipal
Corporation (CMC) Wednesday de-
ciding to renovate it with an expendi-
ture of  Rs 75 lakh.

A decision in this regard was taken
at a high-level CMC meeting, led by
city mayor Subhash Chandra Singh,
held at Biju Bhawan here.

According to sources, Gorakabar
has been lying in a dilapidated condi-
tion over the years. The side wall of  the
tomb of  Madhu Babu, one of  the great-
est sons of  the soil, along the Ring
Road has turned into a virtual public
urinal.

Residents and shopkeepers of  the
locality near the Gorakabar have time
and again drawn the attention of  the
civic authority, but a precious little
has been done in this regard, it was
learnt. A senior CMC official said
Wednesday’s meeting was held fol-
lowing a directive of  Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik.

Singh said, “The renovation work will

begin February 4, the death anniversary
of  Madhu Babu, and complete by
September this year. If  required, the out-
lay can be stretched till Rs 1 crore,”
the CMC mayor said.

According to CMC executive engineer
Dibyaranjan Tripathy, the renovation
work will be executed in two phases.

“In the first phase, the tomb, its sur-
roundings and the connecting side
wall will be renovated. Drinking water
facility, water fountain, landscaping,
flowerbed and lighting works will also
be done in the initial phase,” Tripathy
said, adding that the second phase will
focus mainly on beautification work.

Among others, Cuttack deputy mayor
Damayanti Majhi, commissioner Nikhil
Pawan Kalyan and representatives
from the Christian community, in-
cluding Gorakabar managing com-
mittee’s SK Nanda, were present.

Tourists’ thumbs up to host city as WC nears end
Mascot, logo of ‘Youth4Water Plus’ unveiled
The mascot and logo for ‘Youth4Water Plus’, an initiative led by Unicef that aims at

sensitising youth to promote water conservation, sanitation and climate action, were
unveiled at Olly’s Land in Kalinga Stadium here, Wednesday. Hockey India president
Dilip Tirkey, who graced the occasion as chief guest, and Odisha State Disaster
Management Authority executive director Gyana Das, the guest of honour, unveiled the
logo and the mascot ‘Jolly’, which has been inspired by the concept of ‘Jal Se Jolly’, in
presence of other dignitaries, it was learnt. PNN

Actor Mihir Das’
son dies at 26
POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Jan 25: Aklanta Das,
younger son of  late veteran actor
Mihir Das, passed away at All India
Institute of  Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), Bhubaneswar late Tuesday
night,  family sources said

Wednesday. He was 26.
According to them,

Aklanta was undergo-
ing treatment at AIIMS-
Bhubaneswar for liver-
related complications
for a month now.

“Initially, he responded well to
the medications but his condition
started deteriorating Tuesday
evening. Despite efforts, he could
not be saved,” said a sobbing rela-
tive. His mortal remains were con-
signed to flames by his elder brother
and actor Amlan at Satichoura.

Gorakabar renovation on cards 
n Gorakabar has been lying in a 

dilapidated condition over the years
n The side wall of the tomb of Madhu

Babu, one of the greatest sons of the
soil, along the Ring Road has turned
into a virtual public urinal

n The renovation work will begin
February 4, the death anniversary of
Madhu Babu, and complete by
September this year, says Cuttack
mayor Subhash Chandra Singh
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Just two hours of  exposure to
air pollution may impair
human brain function, ac-

cording to a study.
The researchers found that ex-

posure to diesel exhaust for just
two hours causes a decrease in the
brain's functional connectivity - a
measure of  how different areas of
the brain interact and communi-
cate with each other.

The study, published in the jour-
nal Environmental Health, pro-
vides the first evidence in humans,
from a controlled experiment, of  al-
tered brain network connectivity
induced by air pollution.

"For many decades, scientists
thought the brain may be protected
from the harmful effects of  air pol-
lution,” said senior study author
Chris Carlsten, a professor at the
University of  British Columbia

(UBC) in Canada.
"This study, which is the first of

its kind in the world, provides fresh
evidence supporting a connection
between air pollution and cogni-
tion,” Carlsten said.

The researchers briefly exposed
25 healthy adults to diesel exhaust
and filtered air at different times
in a laboratory setting.

They measured the brain ac-
tivity before and after each expo-

sure using functional magnetic
resonance imaging (fMRI).

The team also analysed changes
in the brain's default mode net-
work (DMN), a set of  inter-con-
nected brain regions that play an
important role in memory and in-
ternal thought.

The fMRI revealed that partici-
pants had decreased functional
connectivity in widespread regions
of  the DMN after exposure to diesel
exhaust, compared to filtered air.

"We know that altered functional
connectivity in the DMN has been
associated with reduced cognitive
performance and symptoms of  de-
pression, so it is concerning to see
traffic pollution interrupting these
same networks," said Jodie
Gawryluk, a professor at the
University of  Victoria in Canada
and the study's first author. PTI

Air pollution may impair brain function
The
researchers
found that
exposure to
diesel
exhaust for
just two
hours
causes a
decrease in
the brain's
functional
connectivity

Air pollution is
now recognised as the
largest environmental
threat to human health
and we are
increasingly seeing the
impacts across all
major organ systems
CHRIS CARLSTEN | PROFESSOR,
UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA,
CANADA

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25: Reacting
strongly to the allegations made by
the BJP on selection of  beneficiaries
under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY), the ruling BJD accused the
BJP of  conspiring to stop the rural
housing for  poor people of  
the state.

Jointly addressing a press meet
here Wednesday, BJD Rajya Sabha
MP Sasmit Patra and spokesperson
Shreemayee Mishra slammed the
BJP for conspiring to stop the ben-
efits for the very people who have
elected them.

It has been seen that the BJP
MPs of  Odisha conspired and

stopped the rural Awas houses
under PMAY for the people of
Odisha. Their conspiracy and stop-
ping of  rural houses was their re-
turn gift to the very people of  Odisha
who had elected them, said Patra.

The BJD leaders said Odisha
was awarded by the central gov-
ernment for best performance in
rural housing but state BJP put so
much pressure to stop sanction of
houses to the best performing state.

“With tremendous pressure
from the Odisha government and
the BJD MPs, when we tried hard
to get it implemented now, the
BJP is again conspiring to stop
it. They are working against the
interests of  the very people who

elected them,” Patra said.
He said that Odisha needs more

than 15 lakh houses but the Centre
has sanctioned only 8 lakh houses
and is going to stop the rural hous-
ing scheme from this year. So where
will these 7 lakh homeless people
go? he asked.

BJP government at Centre is
stopping this scheme from this
year so they are doing this cover up.
BJP has been crying hoarse about
beneficiaries who are present or not
present  in PMAY list ,  he 
further said.

Stating that beneficiary selec-
tion is done according to the guide-
lines issued by the BJP-led Centre,
she said, “If  they are unhappy, let
the BJP ask its party in power in
Centre to change their PMAY guide-
lines instead of  shedding croco-
dile tears in Odisha.”

“Even if  you (the BJP) stop rural
housing PMAY by conspiring, BJD
government will provide houses
and take care of  our poor people and
also expose the role played by BJP
in depriving houses to eligible
poor,” he assured.  

The MP said that BJD will con-
tinue to fight with Centre till their
demands for providing lakhs of
pending PMAY (G) houses for trib-
als and people of  Odisha are met.

BJP plotting to stop
rural housing: BJD

If Centre will stop PMAY scheme, state will construct pucca
houses under its own fund, says BJD leader Sasmit Patra  

PATRIOTIC FERVOUR: A roadshow by Vandematram Anushthan on the eve of Republic Day at Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday OP PHOTO

Continued from P1
Similarly nine personnel of  Fire,

Home Guard and Civil Defence
services from the state have been
awarded with the medals on the oc-
casion of  Republic Day.

Leading fireman Kali Charan
Sabar,  driver havildars
Bipadabhanjan Behera and Nakula
Nayak were awarded with the Fire
Service Medal for Meritorious
Service. 

Pramod Kumar Dalai, civil de-
fence volunteer was awarded with
the President’s Home Guards &
Civil Defence Medal for distin-
guished services while five home
guards were awarded with the
Home Guards & Civil Defence
Medal For meritorious service.

Significantly, a total of  901 po-
lice personnel have been awarded
Police Medals on the occasion of  the
Republic Day. 

Police Medal for Gallantry (PMG)
has been awarded to 140, President’s
Police Medal for Distinguished
Service (PPM) to 93 and Police
Medal for Meritorious Service (PM)
has been awarded to 668.

70 Jamia students... 
Continued from P1

In a bid to quell the protests, the
administration locked the varsity
gates and prohibited all entries.
Only those students who had an
exam at 5.30 pm were allowed to
enter the campus. 

The documentary however, con-
tinued to grab attention across the
country with various opinions being
floated. Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan questioned
Wednesday at Thiruvananthapuram
the timing of  the release of  the con-
troversial BBC documentary. He
said that it came at a time when
India assumed the presidency of
the G20.

“So many judicial verdicts, in-
cluding that of  the highest court of
the land, the timing, all these things
have to be taken into consideration.
This is a time when India has as-
sumed the G20 presidency,” Khan
said. “You cannot ignore these things
and particularly when it is coming
from a source who ruled over us
for over 200 years,” the Governor said.

13 Odisha policemen 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25: Khimji
Jewellers, this wedding season, is
introducing ‘Bridal Blessings’ offer
to make the bride’s big day even
more unforgettable with its exclu-
sive collection of  bridal jewellery.
Starting from January 20, the
uniquely designed ‘Bridal Blessings’
offer from the finest and most
trusted jewellers in Odisha. In the
offer, Khimji includes one free gold
coin on every purchase of  gold jew-
ellery worth Rs 30,000 and two free
gold coins on every purchase of  di-
amond jewellery worth Rs 30,000.

Speaking on the motivation be-
hind the Bridal Blessings collection,
Mitesh Khimji, Director, Khimji
Jewellers stated that "For a bride,
jewellery is not simply a purchase-
it's an investment of  emotions and
sentiments.With our exclusive
Bridal Blessings collection and the
gold coin offer everyone will be
excited to go for it.”

KHIMJI’S ‘BRIDAL
BLESSINGS’ OFFER

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25: In the
dazzling event of  Times Health
Icon -2023, held at ITC Welcome re-
cently, Shanti Memorial Hospital
bagged two prestigious awards.
The first went to Sreejoy Patnaik,
Chief  Surgeon & CMD of  the hos-
pital for his visionary leadership
in the field of  technological in-
novations. This award recognized
his contribution to the state, in
launching Odisha’s first center of
excellence for Robotic Surgery at
Shanti memorial hospital back in
Dec 2021. The award was given to
Sreejoy Patnaik by the Governor
Ganeshi Lal. The second award
went to the hospital for being
ranked first in the field of  Bariatric
surgery in Odisha. Sreejoy Patnaik
& Rekha Das received the award
from eminent film personality
Anupam Kher. 

Expressing his thoughts on the

occasion, Patnaik said, “While
these awards motivate me to strive
harder for the betterment of  the
healthcare sector of  Odisha, it
also fills me with gratitude and a
higher sense of  responsibility. It
has been a long and meaningful
journey so far, but all said and
done, the love and trust people
have showered on me since the
last  30  years,  are  my most  
valued earnings.”

Shanti Memorial Hosp bags 2 awards

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25: ‘One week,
one lab,’ a nationwide campaign of
CSIR to showcase the break-
throughs and innovations made
at CSIR-IMMT Bhubaneswar was
inaugurated Tuesday by CSIR di-
rector general and DSIR secretary
N Kalaiselvi, in presence of
Industries department principal
secretary Hemant Sharma and
IMMT director S Basu. 

While inaugurating the initiative,
Kalaiselvi said, “Here at CSIR-
IMMT, I visited the labs and found
everything in its place and that is
just beyond imagination as I came
here with the expectation to find
only metals and minerals but I
could see a number of  innovations
worth medicinal value. It’s a great
agglomeration of  different facets
which are required for equipments.”

Sharma in his address said, “It’s
my pleasure to be here at CSIR -
IMMT to celebrate the curtain

raiser programme of  ‘One week one
lab’ which is the brainchild of  our
PM. Our department and the MSME
department work closely with CSIR-
IMMT as it plays a crucial role in
the metal, mineral and industry
ecosystem of  Odisha. I promise to
extend all support to CSIR- IMMT
for their work.”

Speaking about the initiative
Basu said, “We are trying for a
wider reach with technocrats, in-
dustrialists, general public, and
other stakeholders like student,
and research scholars. In the pro-
gramme, we will showcase the end-
to-end process from sourcing to
application, of  metal and alloys.”

On this occasion, the dignitaries
also unveiled MinMart, an e-
newsletter offering from IIMT and
a annual  Hindi  mag azine
Abhibyakti. Sujata Chaklanobis,
head, CRTDH, and her team also vis-
ited and expressed their happiness
with the activities and develop-
ments happening at CSIR-IMMT.

CSIR-IMMT launches 
‘one week, one lab’

‘warning letter’ 
to CM over PMAY 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25: The op-
position BJP in Odisha staged
protests in parts of  the state
Wednesday over the alleged ir-
regularities in the implementa-
tion of  a housing scheme, and shot
off  a 'chetavni patra’ to CM  threat-
ening to intensify the agitation.

Snubbing the allegation as "base-
less", the ruling BJD said the saf-
fron party should follow protocol
to raise objections, if  it has any.

Activists and leaders of  the BJP
held protests in 314 blocks of  the
state during the day, claiming that
the beneficiary list of  the Centre’s
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY), released recently, included
names of  many ineligible people.

Smrutishree shows culinary skills at .Fest
Bhubaneswar: It was a delicious affair at Bhubaneswar's .FEST as the
finalist of Masterchef India season 6- Smrutishree showcased her
impeccable culinary skills in front of the people of her state. 30 food
enthusiasts were a part of the masterclass where they learnt some mouth
watering Odia dishes prepared by Smrutishree. She had shared a reel on
Instagram about the opportunity and urged people to tag their family and
friends in it. The 30 lucky winners were chosen to be a part of the
masterclass which was free of cost. On this occasion, Smrutishree said
that, "I feel excited and thrilled to be a part of this event. It's a historic
moment for Odisha as it is organising FIH Men's Hockey World Cup. 

4 from Odisha get... 
Continued from P1

The ‘Padma Vibhushan’ is
awarded for exceptional and dis-
tinguished service,  ‘Padma
Bhushan’ for distinguished service
of  high order and ‘Padma Shri’ for
distinguished service in any field. 

Among those who were con-
firmed the Padma Bhushan this
year were former Uttar Pradesh
Chief  Minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav, former External Affairs
minister in the UPA government
SM Krishna, tabla maestro Zakir
Hussain, US-based mathematician
Srinivas Varadhan, medical pro-
fessional Dilip Mahalanabis and
noted architect Balkrishna Doshi.
The last two and Yadav were con-
ferred the award posthumously.  

No one has been named for the
Bharat Ratna, the country’s high-
est civilian award.

Noted industrialist Kumar
Mangalam Birla, novelist SL
Bhyrappa and author Sudha
Murthy were among nine people
awarded Padma Bhushan, the state-
ment said. Rakesh Jhunjhunwala
(posthumous), actor Raveena
Tandon, Manipur BJP president
Thounaojam Chaoba Singh were
conferred the Padma Shri.

Music director MM Keeravaani,
whose composition for Telugu
blockbuster RRR won Golden
Globes recently, famous playback
singer Suman Kalyanpur and
renowned singer from Tamil Nadu
Vani Jairam were also selected for
Padma Shri. Nineteen of  the
awardees are women and the list
also includes two people 
from the category of  foreign-
ers/NRI/PIO/OCI and seven
posthumous awardees.

Workshop on sustainable,
diverse agriculture system 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar Jan 25: The
Ag riculture & Far mers'
Empowerment department in col-
laboration with Foundation for
Ecological Security (FES) organ-
ised a one-day workshop on "Systems
Approach to Agriculture & Pathways
for Action" here, Wednesday. 

Agriculture and Far mers'
Empowerment and Fisheries
Minister Ranendra Pratap Swain
inaugurated the event as the chief
guest. The purpose of  the event
was to discuss the situation and pre-
pare blueprint for economically
viable and ecologically sustain-
able diverse agriculture systems. 

Swain said, “Our country and
state mostly depend on agricul-

ture as it is the backbone of  the
economy and unorganised work-
force. Agriculture and allied ac-
tivities are the primary source of
livelihood for almost 80 per cent of
the rural population in Odisha
with a share of  27 per cent of  state’s
GDP. But climate related uncer-
tainties and natural calamities af-
fect 90 per cent of  small and mar-
ginal farmers’ income.”

The minister also said that
Odisha is second state to bring spe-
cial agricultural budget since 2013-
14. The farm budget that started
from Rs 7,000 crore has now reached
Rs 21,000 crore, he stated. “To min-
imise the crop loss we must work
with all stakeholders and prepare
suitable policy for farmers,” 
the minister added. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, January 25:The Patiala
House Court here has summoned
Odisha Television Limited Managing
Director and the Editor-in-Chief  in
a defamation case filed by Biju
Janata Dal MP Anubhav Mohanty.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Yashdeep Chahal directed OTV
MD Jagi Mangat Panda and Editor-
in-chief  Radhamadhav Mishra to
appear before the court March 27. 

“Having gone through the com-
plaint as well as the evidence led
at the pre-summoning stage, I am
of  the prima facie view that the ac-
cused persons have committed the
offences punishable under section
500 (defamation) read with 34 (com-
mon intention) of  the Indian Penal
Code,” the court said.

The court put a specific query to
the complainant (Anubhav
Mohanty) as to ascertain the in-
volvement of  Jagi Magat Panda,
who is Managing Director of  the

Channel in question. “It has been
stated in evidence that the accused
is specifically In-Charge of  the af-
fairs of  the channel and plays an
instrumental role in finalizing and
publishing the content through
various modes,” the court noted.

The court also noted the submis-
sions made by advocate Ashwani
Kumar Dubey, who claimed on behalf
of  Anubhav Mohanty that the ac-
cused made several defamatory state-
ments against him on various pub-
lic platforms, including Youtube,
and e-mail.Anubhav Mohanty stated
in the complaint that the accused
persons intentionally and know-
ingly indulged in the circula-
tion/telecast of  various false sto-
ries/articles/videos about him. It
is further deposed that the accused
persons indulged in such activi-
ties with the sole objective of  harm-
ing the reputation and goodwill of
the complainant as the complainant
has been a successful actor in the
Odia Film Industry. 

Channel MD, editor-in-chief
summoned in defamation case
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Mahakalapara, Jan 25: Basmati,
a variety of  long, slender-grained
aromatic rice, is cultivated by the
farmers under this block in
Kendrapara district.

The paddy variety is mainly cul-
tivated in Kharinasi, Batighar,
Ramnagar, Petchhela, Jambu,
Baulakani, Suniti, and Nanjura
panchayats of  the block because of
its high demand among the rice-eat-
ing people.

However, farmers in this block,
instead of  selling the harvested
Basmati paddy at the local mandis,
are selling it to outside traders
from Andhra Pradesh and West
Bengal to make a fast buck.

This is because the outside
traders pay them `3,000 per quin-
tal of  paddy, while the government
pays them only `2,040 per quintal
at the local mandis. The traders
then sell the paddy for `4,000 per
quintal at local markets. Scenes of

five to ten truckloads of  basmati rice
being transported to Kolkata and
Andhra Pradesh are commonplace.

Moreover, the farmers face a
deduction (katni-chhatni) of  ̀ 5
per quintal, while the outside
traders procure their whole stock
without making any deductions.
This has severely hit the gov-
ernment’s move to streamline
paddy sales and derailed the
whole process.

This has also sparked concern

among the local residents as they
demanded the district adminis-
tration and the state government
to intervene and check the ille-
gal procurement of  paddy to out-
side traders.

Notably, the state government
has been implementing various
measures for the benefit of  the
farmers. It has set a price of  `2,040
per quintal for farmers to sell their
paddy at their nearest mandis.

The state Cooperative and

Supplies departments have also
opened 24 primary agricultural so-
cieties in the block to check dis-
tress sale of  harvested paddy by
the farmers. However, the gov-
ernment’s fixation on low prices
has hit  the procurement of
Basmati rice.

Reports said that the farmers
here harvested this variety of  paddy
after spending a lot on its cultiva-
tion. As a result, farmers want
more profit from their sale.

Taking advantage of  the situa-
tion, traders from Andhra Pradesh
and Kolkata, in connivance with the
local traders, procure the paddy
from the farmers at ̀ 3,000 per quin-
tal without any deduction, only to
sell it later at their nearest market
at `4,000 per quintal.

W h e n  c o n t a c t e d ,  B l o ck
Cooperative Officer Jogendra
Biswal said that he would order
a probe and would take action if
he received any complaints in
this regard.

AP, Bengal traders illegally procure basmati
CONCERN IN KENDRAPARA 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 25: A booster
dose of  Covishield offers the
best immune response, irre-
spective of  whether the pri-
mary doses were of
Covishield or Covaxin, ac-
cording to a new study con-
ducted in India and published
in The Lancet Regional Health
Southeast Asia journal.

According to the study,
even though homologous and
heterologous boosting with
Covishield or Covaxin in
Covishield or Covaxin primed
individuals are immunogenic
and safe, boosting with
Covishield produced better
binding and functional anti-
bodies,  ir respective of
whether the primary vacci-
nation series used Covishield
or Covaxin.

Primary SARS-CoV-2 vac-
cination has been shown to
wane with time and provide
lower protection from dis-
ease with new viral variants,
prompting the World Health
Organisation (WHO) to rec-

ommend the administration
of  booster doses.

The study, conducted by
researchers from Christian
Medical College, Vellore,
Tamil Nadu and Centre for
Cellular and Molecular
Biology, Hyderabad, Andhra
Pradesh, determined the
safety and immunogenicity
of  homologous or heterolo-
gous boosters with Covishield
or Covaxin, the two vaccines
used widely for primary im-
munization in India, in par-
ticipants who had already re-
ceived two primary doses of
these vaccines, it said.

Covishield and Covaxin
are the two vaccines used in
the majority of  the Indian
population. The four per-
mutations for a booster dose
evaluated in this study are
primary immunization with
Covishield followed by a ho-
mologous booster or a het-
erologous Covaxin booster
and primary immunization

with Covaxin followed by a ho-
mologous booster or a het-
erologous Covishield booster,
the study said.

Participants primed with
two doses each of  Covishield
or Covaxin 12–36 weeks pre-
viously, were randomised to
receive either Covishield or
Covaxin booster in a 1:1 ratio,
the study said.

The primary outcome was
day 28 post-booster anti-spike
IgG seropositivity and sec-
ondary outcomes were anti-
spike IgG levels and assess-
ment of  safety and
reactogenicity. The results
of  90 days intention-to-treat
analysis are presented, the
study said.

In the Covishield primed
group with 200 participants,
the seropositivity 28 days post
booster in the heterologous
Covaxin arm was 99 per cent
and non-inferior to the ho-
mologous Covishield arm,
which was also 99 per cent, the
study said.

In the Covaxin primed
group with 204 participants,

the seropositivity
28 days post booster
in the heterologous
Covishield arm was
100 per cent and
non-inferior to the
homologous
Covaxin arm which
was 96 per cent, the
study said.

The day 28 geo-
metric mean ratio
(GMR) of  the anti-
spike IgG between
the heterologous
and homologous
boosted arms was
0.42  in the
Covishield primed
group and 5.11 in
the Covaxin primed
group, the study
said.

There were no re-
lated serious ad-
verse events re-
ported in any group,
the study said.

Based on study
results, homologous and het-
erologous boosting with
Covishield or Covaxin in
Covishield or Covaxin primed
individuals are immunogenic
and safe.

The study found that a het-
erolo gous boost  with
Covishield after Covaxin
prime offers the best immune
response among the four com-
binations evaluated.

For both binding and func-
tional antibodies, in partici-
pants primed with Covishield,
homologous boosting with
Covishield offers better im-
mune responses than het-
erologous boosting with
Covaxin; and in those primed
with Covaxin, heterologous
boost with Covishield offers
the better immune response.

A heterologous boost with
Covishield after a Covaxin
primary schedule offers the
best immune response among
the approaches evaluated in
this study.

Covishield booster
offers best immune
response: Lancet

Youth detained for
4-yr-old’s murder 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Dharakote, Jan 25: Police
Wednesday detained a youth on
charge of  lynching a four-year-old
boy at Mundamarai village under
this police limit in Ganjam dis-
trict, the previous day.

The accused was identified as
Srikant Sethi, son of  Kirtan Sethi
of  the village. A team led by Aska
SDPO Umashankar Singh de-
tained the accused and interro-
gated him in this connection.
Meanwhile, a scientific team also
visited the spot and seized some
articles from the crime spot. 

The deceased is four-year-old
Nitesh Patra, son of  Gobind Patra
in the village. He had gone 
missing from home Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Family members searched for
him but failed to trace him. Finally
someone informed them to have
seen him with Srikant. They visited
the house of  Srikant and recov-
ered him dead, lying in a pool of
blood on his terrace. 

Police registered a case and
sent the body for post-mortem
after the victim’s family mem-
bers lodged a complaint at the
police station.

SCENES OF FIVE TO TEN TRUCKLOADS OF BASMATI RICE BEING TRANSPORTED 
TO KOLKATA AND ANDHRA PRADESH ARE COMMONPLACE

The study found that a 
heterologous boost with
Covishield after Covaxin
prime offers the best
immune response among the
four combinations evaluated

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Malkangiri, Jan 25: A team of
the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) with help of  Odisha Police
arrested a hardcore Maoist carry-
ing a bounty on his head from
Swabhiman Anchal in Malkangiri
district, NIA sources said Wednesday.

The arrested Maoist, Ranju Khila
alias Chanti, was allegedly involved
in the killing of  four BSF personnel
including a commandant in 2012.

He was earlier arrested by the po-
lice for his role in the attack on
the BSF personnel and was re-
leased on bail in 2018. Since then
he was absconding.

As he never appeared in court
proceedings and was untrace-
able, the NIA registered a case
against him and launched a man-
hunt. A reward of  `3 lakh was
also announced on his head. Based
on inputs from the state police, the
NIA Tuesday apprehended Chanti
from Swabhiman Anchal.

Swabhiman Anchal, earlier
known as the cut-off  area, was
once considered a Maoist hotbed.
Left-wing ultras operating in
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh used to take
shelter in the area as it was al-
most inaccessible for security
personnel.

NIA nabs hardcore Maoist
carrying reward of `3 lakh

Bear on a rampage mauls 20 villagers 
Jhumpura: Man-animal conflict took an ugly turn Wednesday with a bear
going on a rampage and injuring 20 persons residing in four villages under
Balibandh and Palashpanga forest ranges in Keonjhar. Among the 20
injured, four of the victims were badly mauled by the bear. With people of
various villages turning panicky, officials of the Balibandh and
Palashpanga forest range rushed to the spot and tried to drive away the
animal inside the jungle. However, despite repeated attempts they failed
to drive it away which continued to roam from one village to the other.
Despite being chased by a large number of people, the bear refused to
budge and at times charged at the crowd forcing people to run for their
lives. Champua ranger Sanjip Rout said that the Forest department will
bear the treatment costs and provide necessary assistance to all injured. 
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power post P6

T he world has reached a major turning point. As artificial intelligence
increasingly edges out traditional labour, it becomes clear that the fu-
ture belongs to countries that can adapt to the changing nature of  work.

But adaptability requires an education system that nurtures creativity. This
is particularly true in countries like India, where the growing digital divide
threatens to widen existing inequalities.

I have been on the road in India over the past month, interacting with peo-
ple engaged in education and research. I happened to arrive in Delhi just as
the 2022 Annual Status of  Education Report (ASER), the most important source
of  information on schools and education in rural India, was released.

This year’s report, the first to rely on in-person interviews since the onset
of  the COVID-19 pandemic, is based on the accounts of  volunteers who vis-
ited more than 17,000 schools across the country. Given the four-year gap, this
report provides the first meaningful glimpse of  the pandemic’s devastating
effect on learning outcomes for Indian children. It also provides crucial in-
sights into the experience of  millions more pupils in other developing and
emerging economies.

The report shows that Indian children’s basic reading skills have dropped
to pre-2012 levels across all ages, reversing the slow improvement that was
achieved before the pandemic began. For example,
the share of  third-grade students who can read
at a second-grade level dropped from 27.3 per cent
in 2018 to 20.5 per cent in 2022.

One area where India did make progress is
in public-school enrollment. While the share of
children aged 6-14 enrolled in government
schools had been dropping steadily between
2006 and 2014, the trend has reversed. In 2018,
65.6 per cent of  children in that age group were
enrolled in public schools; in 2022, this figure
increased to 72.9 per cent. Current initiatives
to reform education in India, if  adopted and fully
implemented, offer cause for optimism.

During my journey, what encouraged me
the most was the progress made in one poor
region, the Purulia district, a tribal hinterland
in West Bengal that is home to a large num-
ber of  Santals, an Austro-Asiatic tribe that
moved into India from Southeast Asia some
10,000 years ago.

I arrived at the Filix School, located in the
middle of  this impoverished rural area, to
give some lectures to tenth-grade students on
game theory. The Filix School is an ambitious
experiment that aims to provide modern,
English-language education covering mathe-
matics, science, and the humanities – the full
range of  subjects that a child would learn at
a top school in New York City or New Delhi.
Established in 2014, the school now has more
than 500 students, almost half  of  them girls.
Most of  the pupils come from households
below the of ficial poverty line, a disproportionate number of  
whom are Santals.

Purulia is quite remote. To get there, I had to fly from Bangalore to the
Kazi Nazrul Islam Airport in Durgapur. From there, we drove on the high-
way crossing the Damodar River before veering off  to narrow country roads
that meander through ramshackle villages and fields. After more than two
hours, we arrived at the school.

The lecture itself  turned out to be a revelation. The bright-eyed students
took in every word, were troubled by the Prisoner’s Dilemma, delighted by
the Surprise Test paradox, and argued with me about my logic before play-
ing an animated game of  Hex on the blackboard. They seemed to me to be
significantly ahead of  their peers in other schools.

An ongoing statistical study by C-DRASTA, a research group in Kolkata,
appears to confirm my intuition. The Filix School’s success is now being em-
ulated via the Education for All programme in schools for poor children in
the jungles of  the Sundarbans and the foothills of  the Himalayas in north-
ern West Bengal. But what is it that makes this school’s model a success?

It is true that the school has capitalised on ideas for education from
around the world, perhaps most importantly from Finland. But another ex-
planation has to do with India’s ongoing struggle with teacher apathy and
absenteeism in public schools. In their efforts to address this problem, econ-
omists typically focus on financial incentives, such as monetary penalties
and rewards. While such measures can help, my four-day stay and earlier
visits to Purulia convinced me that instilling professional pride among ed-
ucators matters as much, if  not more. As economists, we underplay the power
of  self-monitoring. The truth is that innate pride in the work is a more pow-
erful motivator than financial sanctions.

The Filix School is a case in point. In their efforts to export their model
to other regions, the school’s teachers reached out to their community and
asked for the support of  the local police, taking advantage of  the unique civic
police volunteer force that was started in 2012. One cannot generalise this
to all, but the police officers who are helping the teachers set up learning
centers in the remote tea gardens of  northern West Bengal are exemplary
in terms of  enthusiasm and a sense of  mission.

This type of  anecdotal evidence suggests that employees’ pride in their
work and personal identification with its mission are critical sources of  prod-
uct quality. The Greek military leader and historian Xenophon made the case
powerfully when he famously noted that Socrates not only did not charge
fees to his students, but he enjoyed teaching so much that he would have been
willing to pay to give his lessons.

The writer, a former Chief  Economist of  the 
World Bank and Chief  Economic Adviser to the Government of

India, is Professor of  Economics at Cornell University. ©PROJECT SYNDICATE 

T he historic Abraham Accords
may not have contributed
substantially to resolving the

political impasse, as expected be-
tween Israel and Arab nations, but
they have been able to bolster eco-
nomic and trade relations in the
region. It seems as if  the US has
taken another step towards being a
relevant player in the Middle East,
after an ill thought hiatus, leading
to relations with regional players like
Saudi Arab hitting rock bottom.
The latest American initiative is
through vitalising the Abraham
Accords. This may also lead to it nor-
malising its strained ties with Saudi
besides efforts to contain Iran.

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu
met visiting White House National
Security Adviser Jake Sullivan a fort-
night ago, in Jerusalem. The two dis-
cussed ways to broaden the Abraham
Accords and reach a breakthrough
that could lead to the normalisa-
tion of  relations between Israel and
Saudi. After becoming PM for a
third time in December 2022,
Netanyahu has set normalising ties
with Saudi as one of  his two main
foreign policy goals, though Israelis
admit that it won’t be possible if
relations between Riyadh and
Washington remain tense. Reports
say that Sullivan and Netanyahu
also discussed the Iranian nuclear
programme, Iran's actions in the
region and its military assistance
to Russia in its war in Ukraine, the

Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and the
normalisation process between
Israel and its neighbours.

The Abraham Accords, which
were signed on 15 September 2020,
normalised diplomatic relations be-
tween Israel, the UAE, Bahrain and
Morocco, and so far have achieved
mixed results. As anticipated, nor-
malisation has opened new oppor-
tunities for defence and security co-
operation, especially among Israel,
Bahrain, and the UAE, which share
a common perspective on the secu-
rity threat posed by Iran. But there
are shortcomings at the level of  bi-
lateral cooperation. Most notably,
despite the initial goal of  the Arab
nations, cooperation between Israel
and its Arab partners has failed to
produce tangible improvements in
the Israeli-Palestinian conundrum.

In reality, the Israelis are now, ar-
guably, more cautious about man-
aging relations with the Palestinians
to avoid conflict with their new-
found Arab partners, affecting
trade ties. The Palestinians have not
yet embraced the American vision.
Eighty-six per cent of  Palestinians
believe the normalisation agree-
ment with the UAE serves only
Israel’s interests and not their own.
There is indeed a possibility that
the Palestine quest might be ig-
nored further.

Netanyahu told Sullivan that the
latest Palestinian moves in the in-
ternational arena, especially the

Palestinian Authority’s push for
the International Court of  Justice
to issue a legal opinion on the Israeli
occupation of  the West Bank, “are
an attack on Israel and oblige us to
respond.” Sullivan also met
Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas in Ramallah. Abbas is re-
ported to have warned Sullivan that
the new Israeli government’s policy
could have dangerous consequences
and stressed the Biden adminis-
tration must intervene “before it
is too late.” Abbas told Sullivan that
the Israeli government’s policy and
the recent sanctions it has imposed
on the Palestinian Authority, de-
stroy the way to two-state solution,
violate the agreements between the
parties and ruin the chances that are
left for achieving peace and stabil-
ity in the region.

Getting the Israeli government
and PA agree to any understanding,
might be a bit tough, as the issue
has many intertwined political
and legal elements to be resolved,
but on the other hand, Abraham
Accords have been a boon to both
Israel and other Gulf  nations to
bolster economic and trade ties.

Statistically speaking, the
Abraham Accords seem to have
made a positive impact on entre-
preneurs and investors in Israel
and the Gulf. Besides facilitating a
pro-business environment in the re-
gion, it has indirectly brought pos-
itive momentum to deals such as

the maritime border agreement
between Israel and Lebanon,
reached last year, which was mainly
driven by local economic interests.

In particular, the economic and
trade ties between Israel and UAE
have grown substantially, besides
notable steps in strengthening eco-
nomic relations between both coun-
tries, like the decision by the Dubai
International Chamber to open up
an office in Tel Aviv. According to
Israel’s Central Bureau of  Statistics,
trade between Israel and the UAE
reached $212.6 million in August
2022, constituting a 163% increase
in trade from August 2021. 

Israel’s new Foreign Minister Eli
Cohen has said that the volume of
trade with Arab countries that nor-
malised relations with Israel under
the Abraham Accords in 2020 broke
the 10 billion-shekel ($2.8 billion)
barrier in 2022. Cohen said the
Abraham Accords have dramati-
cally changed the face of  the Middle
East. He added that a summit would
be held in March with other Arab
countries to boost regional trade.

Though the Abraham Accords
might not have been able to resolve
the regional schisms and rivalries,
yet they have, indeed, paved the
way for greater economic and trade
relations, which seems to be the
way forward.

The writer is a 
political commentator 

based in New Delhi. ©IANS

DOCTORS AGAINST HEALTH
A

landmark bill that prom-
ises to make healthcare a
fundamental right has
run into an ugly, un-

seemly and odd opposition from pri-
vate hospitals and doctors, a group
that should have been delighted that
the people at last have a right that
is often denied even 75 years after
Independence. The opposition
from doctors is at its peak in
Rajasthan, where the Assembly
has led the nation in bringing the
bill and in making the efforts to
pass it even though it ran into
some rough weather earlier. The
bill, which was meant to be passed
in a previous session, was referred
to a select committee and comes
up for a vote in the current session
of  the Assembly.

The feisty and perplexing oppo-
sition by private hospitals and doc-
tors stands in the face of  a strong
civil society movement to support
the bill, which seeks to provide free
the full range of  health services at
public health facilities to all persons
in the state of  Rajasthan, as a mat-
ter of  right. The bill builds on wis-
dom that has led to models like the
National Health Service (NHS) in
the UK and other developed societies
in Europe. NYE Bevan, Health
Minister of  England from 1945
to1951, and the architect of  the NHS
had proclaimed way back then that
“Illness is neither an indulgence for
which people have to pay nor an of-
fence for which they should be pe-
nalised, but a misfortune the cost
for which should be shared by the 
community.” 

In India, 50 to 60 million people
sink into poverty on account of
health bills, according to data
citied at the Asia Health Conference
2020 organised by the CII. The lat-
est National Health Accounts re-
leased last year noted that out-of-
pocket expenditure all over India
was `2.88 lakh crore in 2018-19,
comprising 53.23% of  current
health expenditure so that house-
holds spent  more than 
government. Rajasthan will be
the first state to give a firm push
to the movement to end all this, cre-
ating the right demand momentum

for a similar adoption across the
nation. However, the state associ-
ation of  doctors, especially those
representing private doctors and
private hospitals have opposed
the bill tooth and nail. They have
even threatened to go on strike if
the bill is not rolled back.

They have three significant de-
mands, none of  which are about im-
proving the bill for the patients.
The bill makes a significant pro-
vision: any emergency care will
be provided cashless and free of
cost to all residents, at a public or
a private facility. This is signifi-
cant as it has the potential to save
thousands of  lives by ensuring
that a sick patient is provided timely
care in such a situation at the clos-
est facility, irrespective of  their
ability to pay. So, it is even more baf-
fling as to why doctors are opposed
to a provision that would save lives. 

There is a fear among private
providers that the cost of  giving
emergency care is unpredictable
and may be very high. In many
ways, the fear is exaggerated given
that only a fraction of  all emer-
gencies are going to land up at a pri-
vate facility. Secondly, many emer-
gencies will not entail high costs
in stabilising the patient before
sending him or her to a public fa-
cility. For example, most patients
with convulsions will require in-
expensive care during the acute

phase. Thirdly, there already exists
a state government scheme called
Chief  Minister Durghatna Beema
Yojana,  coupled with the
Chiranjeevi Yojana, the state ver-
sion of  Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PMJAY). This scheme pro-
vides for free emergency care of  all
accident victims, irrespective of
their insurance status. Government
can and should consider enlarging
it to include all emergency care.
Finally, some costs can be absorbed
by the hospitals which have re-
ceived benefits from the govern-
ment in the form of  land subsi-
dies, and an in-flow of  patients
through the Chiranjeevi Scheme.

The second demand is around rep-
resentation of  the doctors’ associ-
ation in district and state health
authorities. While it is a fair de-
mand, there is a need to enlarge
the representation of  healthcare
providers to include not only doc-
tors, but also nurses, ANMs and
ASHAs, who provide a large pro-
portion of  primary healthcare to
rural populations. Also, as civil so-
ciety groups have demanded, the rep-
resentation should most impor-
tantly include civil society groups,
patients’ groups and citizens’ groups. 

The third significant demand is
around removing the provision
that restricts appealing to the civil
courts any matters that are pend-
ing before the grievance redressal

mechanism set up under the act.
Legal experts have commented that
such a restriction in any case is
bad in law, and is against the right
to justice. Government should have
no difficulty in removing such a
provision.  The Rajasthan right to
health act is an act in the right di-
rection, and will provide a legal
framework for progressive im-
provement in strengthening public
health systems, and ensuring eq-
uitable healthcare. Columbia is a
small country in Latin America.
In 1993, the country’s health system
was built on the foundation of  a
strong right to health Act. Over the
next twenty years, the act provided
the constitutional foundation on
which progressive, pro-people health
reforms, some of  them through the
intervention of  the court, invok-
ing the Act. We can hope for a sim-
ilar trajectory for Rajasthan, fol-
lowed by other states. It is time for
doctors’ associations to keep people’s
interest topmost, and construc-
tively engage with the government
to allow for the passage of  an Act
with suitable improvements. Any
win for the people will be a win for
the doctors as well.

India cannot remain unmindful
of  the huge inequalities in access
to healthcare. While on one hand,
those with means can access state-
of-the-art healthcare by paying
huge sums in private hospitals,
the poor continue to avoid seeking
treatment, or are mistreated in
overburdened and under-resourced
public hospitals. The Right-to-
health Act, backed by adequate
budgetary allocations and legal
commitments to ensure access to
quality healthcare without in-
curring a financial burden on fam-
ilies, can make healthcare equi-
table, humane and responsive.

Dr Pavitra Mohan is a 
co-founder of  Basic

Healthcare Services. 
Jagdish Rattanani is a 
journalist and faculty 

member at SPJIMR. Views
are personal.
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We are always
surrounded by the things
of which we think.
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HEALTHCARE 

Dr Pavitra Mohan &
Jagdish Rattanani

WISDOM CORNER
Chains of habit are too light to be felt until they are too heavy to be
broken. WARREN BUFFETT

Our virtues and our failings are inseparable, like force and matter.
When they separate, man is no more. NIKOLA TESLA

I find hope in the darkest of days, and focus in the brightest. I do not
judge the universe. DALAI LAMA

HEALTHCARE

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

THE ABRAHAM
ACCORDS HAVE

NORMALISED
DIPLOMATIC 

RELATIONS
BETWEEN ISRAEL,

THE UAE, BAHRAIN
AND MOROCCO,

AND SO FAR HAVE
ACHIEVED MIXED

RESULTS 

Asad Mirza 

Uncompromising hero

Sir, ‘‘Had Netaji an opportunity to serve his country after Independence, most certainly
he would have given priority to such issues as proper education for all and public
health and particularly, he would have been proactive for eradication of  illiteracy as
well as communalism….He also wanted to eradicate oppression, religious, casteist di-
vides and subjugation of  women…He used to inspire the students and youths to come
forward and perform a determining role in bringing about social change. He had es-
tablished a separate female regiment in INA as a mark of  his respect for women.’’ Such
were the words of  Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s daughter and former professor of  eco-
nomics Dr Anita Bose Pfaff, while taking part in an online webinar on 31 December,
from Munich, Germany. While giving a brief  account of  Netaji’s eventful revolution-
ary life, his ouster from Congress presidentship by Gandhite right-wing leaders, betrayal
of  so-called leftists to his righteous cause and Netaji’s martyrdom to his staunch op-
position to communalism and religious fanaticism, she was overwhelmed to find at what
high esteem her father is held even today. The webinar was organised as a ‘curtain raiser’
on the occasion of  observance of  Netaji’s birth anniversary on 23 January 2023 by ‘Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose 126th Birth Anniversary Committee,’ a public body of  eminent
intellectuals, scientists, jurists, doctors, educationists, litterateurs, film personalities,
journalists and other democratic minded admirers of  Netaji. 

Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR 

End the confrontation

Sir, The friction between the Centre and the
Supreme Court never seems to die down. The top
court posting on its website detailed delibera-
tions of  the collegium meetings as well as its com-
munication with the government is a new low in
the bilateral confrontation. Its move appears to be
‘tit-for-tat’ for the verbal garbage thrown at it by
the Union Law Minister and others. The cold war
between the Union government and the Supreme
Court has existed ever since the two institutions
came into being. The government should know that
no system to select constitutional judges can be
foolproof. There were extended delays in picking
judges before the National Judicial Appointments
Commission was put in place. So, it is high time
both sides patch up for the sake of  timely and im-
partial justice delivery. Washing dirty linen in
public should be a big no. 

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA 
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Kaushik Basu

Adaptability
requires an 

education system
that nurtures 

creativity. This is
particularly true in

countries like India,
where the growing

digital divide 
threatens to widen

existing inequalities 

Filemot

This word is now so rare that people who write about it usually quote from
one of its last unforced appearances, Lew Wallace’s Ben-Hur of as long ago

as 1880 (“each compartment crowded with labelled folios all filemot with age
and use”). Here’s another, from a little earlier still: October now. All the world
swings at the top of its beauty; and those hills where we shall live, what robes
of color fold them! Tawny filemot gilding the valleys, each seam and rut a scroll
or arabesque, and all the year pouring out her heart’s blood to flush the
maples, the great impurpled granites warm with the sunshine they have drunk
all summer! (The Atlantic Monthly, Feb. 1860). We may perhaps forgive the
writer’s strained and impassioned, even impurpled, prose, since she goes on to
say that she is to be married at noon. You may by now have guessed that
filemot (said, if you please, as three syllables, and not as file-mot) is a colour,
the russet or brown colour of dead autumn leaves. 

Rejuvenating the Abraham Accords
SPECTRUM ARAB-ISRAEL TIES
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Founders of the
Constitution gave us a
map and moral
framework, the task of
walking that path remains
our responsibility
DROUPADI MURMU | PRESIDENT

A helicopter carrying founder of ‘Art of Living' foundation, Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar and three others made an emergency landing near
Wednesday due to inclement weather, police said. The private
chopper landed at the playground of Okkiyam government
school, near Kadambur in the district this morning, due to foggy
conditions. As Ravishankar alighted the helicopter, a group of
villagers approached him and sought his blessings

SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR’S CHOPPER MAKES EMERGENCY LANDING
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A K Antony’s son quits
all Congress posts
Thiruvananthapuram/New
Delhi: Veteran Congress
leader and former Defence
Minister A K Antony’s son,
Anil, Wednesday resigned
from all his posts in the party
following “intolerant calls”
and “abuses” over his tweet
against the controversial BBC
documentary -- ‘India: The
Modi Question’ -- on the 2002
Gujarat riots. While
announcing his resignation
from the posts in KPCC Digital
Media and AICC Social Media
and Digital Communications
Cell, Anil Antony said he has
not given up the primary
membership of the party as he
would like to remain as a
Congressman for now.

Left parties, VCK to skip
TN Guv’s R-Day ‘At Home’
Chennai: Four of DMK’s allies,
including the two Left
parties, on Wednesday
announced boycotting the
Republic Day ‘At Home’
reception hosted by Tamil
Nadu Governor R N Ravi,
days after all the ruling
coalition members skipped
the Pongal celebrations
organised by him amidst the
tussle between the state
government and the Raj
Bhavan over a number of
issues. The state unit of the
CPI(M), CPI, Thol
Thirumavalavan-led
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi (VCK) and Tamizhaga
Vazhvurimai Katchi (TVK)
announced boycotting the
event, scheduled Thursday. 

SHORT TAKES

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Jan 25: The Supreme
Court Wednesday granted eight-
week interim bail to Union minister
Ajay Kumar Mishra’s son Ashish
in the 2021 Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence which claimed eight lives.

A bench of  Justices Surya Kant
and J K Maheshwari directed that
Ashish shall not stay in Uttar
Pradesh or Delhi during the in-
terim bail period.

“The petitioner is directed to be
released on interim bail, initially for
a period of  eight weeks subject to
furnishing bail bond to the satis-
faction of  the trial court,” the bench
said. “With a view to ward of  any
direct or indirect influence on the
material witnesses, who are yet to
depose, the petitioner is directed
to leave the state of  Uttar Pradesh
within one week from the date of  his
release on interim bail,” it said.
The apex court said Ashish shall
surrender his passport to the trial
court and not enter Uttar Pradesh
except to attend the trial proceed-

ings. “Any attempt by the petitioner
or his family or supporters to in-
fluence or threaten the witnesses,
directly or indirectly, shall entail
cancellation of  the interim bail,”
the top court said.

It said Ashish shall disclose the
place of  his residence to the trial
court as well as the jurisdictional
police station where he would stay
during the period of  interim bail
within one week of  his release.
The bench said he shall mark his
presence in the jurisdictional po-

lice station once in a week.
The bench also ordered that four

persons, accused in a separate
case lodged over the killing of
three occupants of  the SUV which
allegedly mowed down farmers,
be released on interim bail till fur-
ther orders subject to furnishing
bail bonds to the satisfaction of
the trial court.

It observed that there are two sep-
arate FIRs with different narra-
tives regarding the incident and the
question as to who are the ag-

gressor or responsible for the “un-
fortunately ghastly incident” would
be ascertained only after a full-
fledged trial.

It directed the trial court to pri-
oritise the deposition of  the pro-
tected witnesses, followed by other
crucial witnesses.  The bench di-
rected that the accused and their
lawyers would extend full coop-
eration to the trial court during the
trial proceedings. 

It also directed the trial court to
send progress report to the apex
court along with details of  wit-
nesses examined on each date.
The bench has posted the matter
for further directions March 14.
On October 3, 2021, eight people
were killed in Lakhimpur Kheri dis-
trict's Tikunia where violence
erupted when farmers were protest-
ing against the then deputy chief
minister Keshav Prasad Maurya's
visit to the area. According to the
Uttar Pradesh Police FIR in the
case, four farmers were mowed
down by an SUV in which Ashish
was seated.

Indian Army soldiers during a drill at firing range at Line of Control (LoC) ahead
of Republic Day, at Pallanwala sector in Akhnoor, Jammu and Kashmir PTI PHOTO

LAKHIMPUR CASE

SC grants interim bail to Ashish Mishra

INDIA IS THE 7TH MOST BREACHED COUNTRY OF 2022: STUDY 
Annual study by cybersecurity

company Surfshark shows
that a total of  310.9M accounts

were breached in 2022, with 1 in 3
breached accounts being of  Russian
origin. China takes second place
with a 45% year-on-year growth,
while the US appears third with a
nearly 9-fold decrease since 2021. 

Global data from Surfshark’s
data breach statistics tool records

more that 310M breached internet
users in 2022, as opposed to 959M
seen in 2021. Yearly report ranks
Russia 1st in the world by leaked ac-
counts (104.8M), followed by China
(34M), The US (23.5M), France
(20.1M), Indonesia (14.7M), Brazil
(8.7M), India (4.7M), Germany (3.6M),
Australia (3.4M) and Turkey (3.2M).
The top 5 most-breached countries
account for nearly two thirds of  all

leaked accounts in 2022. “Every
second of  2022, 10 internet users

have lost their data.” - says Agneska
Sablovskaja, Lead Researcher at
Surfshark. “While these numbers
remain unsettling, we’re happy to
report an immense global decrease
of  68% compared to last year. Some

countries, including US, India
and Brazil, managed to improve
their situation significantly, while
Indonesia, China and Russia ex-
perienced the biggest surges in
data breaches year-over-year. ”
India sees 94% less breached
users in 2022, but still ranks
among the top 10. 

India had 4.7M breached email
accounts, 94% more year-over-year.

As a result, the country moved
from 3rd to a better 7th place in the
2022 ranking.

Swachh city data breach in
January affected the largest num-
ber of  Indian email accounts (91.8K),
amounting to 2% of  all breaches of
the year. Flipkart and ClickASnap
were among the biggest too, re-
sponsible for 69.7K and 44.7K users
breached respectively.

Globally, 2022 had 68% less
breached users than 2021. While the
majority of  countries around the
world showed improvement, the
sharpest victim spikes were spot-
ted in Indonesia (269%), Sri Lanka
(204%), Russia (191%), Uzbekistan
(73%) and China (45%).  

The most breached region was
Europe, with Asia following closely
behind.                                      AGENCIES

CYBERSECURITY
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Agartala/Shillong, Jan 25: Security
along the international borders
with Bangladesh and Myanmar will
be further tightened in view of  the
upcoming Assembly elections in
the three northeastern states of
Tripura, Meghalaya and Nagaland,
officials said Wednesday.

Tripura and Meghalaya share
856 km and 443 km international bor-

ders with Bangladesh, respectively,
while Nagaland has 215 km un-
fenced borders with Myanmar.

A senior election official said
that the Border Security Force (BSF)
that guards the India-Bangladesh bor-
ders, and the Assam Rifles, who are
posted along the Myanmar borders,
would not only intensify their vigil
but also keep a in touch with their
counterparts from across the fron-
tiers to prevent any kind of  illegal
entry into India.

“Indian border guards convene
meetings immediately with their
counterparts to sensitize them to
take a more vigilant approach con-
sidering the ensuing assembly elec-
tions in three northeastern states,”
the official told IANS.

Three special observers of  the
Election Commission are now on a
five-day tour in Tripura to review

the February 16 poll preparedness
and security arrangements.

From Tripura, the observers will
Friday proceed to Meghalaya, where
the Assembly elections will be held
February 27. The three special ob-
servers are Yogendra Tripathy, re-
tired IAS officer of  Karnataka cadre;
Vivek Johri, former Director
General of  Police of  Madhya
Pradesh; and B. Murali Kumar, IRS
officer, who was special observer in
the Assembly elections of  Gujarat
(2022) and West Bengal (2021).

During the meetings with Tripura
officials Tuesday and Wednesday, the
observers asked the senior secu-
rity officials to set up at least three
naka points (check gates) in each
Assembly constituency and there
should be three teams per naka for
24x7 monitoring. “It should be en-
sured that every naka point has an
arrangement of  CCTV and there
should be at least three or more
Flying Squad Teams per assembly
constituency. It should be ensured that
vehicles being used by the FST shall
have GPS facilities and the movement
shall be monitored on a regular
basis,” the official said, quoting the
EC observers' directions.

The observers directed that
drones should be used for detec-
tion of  marijuana plantations and
other enforcement measures wher-
ever possible, the official said. 

NE polls: Security along Myanmar, 
B’desh borders to be tightened

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Jan 25: The University
of  Kashmir at Hazratbal in Srinagar
has been listed among 15 premier
institutions of  the country that
will be representing the nation and
hosting Youth-20 (Y-20) events dur-
ing India’s Presidency of  the Group-
20 in the current year.

The University of  Kashmir is
joining the 'Initiating Workshop
for Y-20 Events' being held at the
Indian Institute of  Management
Raipur January 28, 2023. Ahead of

India's taking over the chair last
year, Pakistan had launched a
diplomatic campaign in a failed
attempt to block any G-20 event in
Jammu and Kashmir which
Islamabad treats as ‘disputed ter-
ritory’ and New Delhi as an inte-
gral part of  India. According to
senior officials associated with
the G-20 event management, at
least two events, one each in
Srinagar and Jammu, have been
cleared for Jammu and Kashmir,
even as the UT’s institutions are
scheduled to participate in sev-

eral events across the country.
The KU’s Vice-Chancellor, Prof.

Nilofer Khan said it is an honour for
the University of  Kashmir to be-
come a part of  the Y-20 events being
held under the aegis of  the Union
Ministry of  Youth Affairs and Sports.
She said academic institutions have
been rightly chosen to realise the at-
tainment of  17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) adopted
by the G-20 countries.

According to  the VC,  the
University has already geared up to
host the proposed seminar in
Srinagar. A high-level committee has
been constituted in the University
for making necessary preparations
and arrangements related to the
Y-20 event. “We will be regularly
holding discussions in this regard
with all relevant stakeholders so
that we are able to fulfil our man-
date with all determination and
success,” she said, urging the var-
sity's faculty to contribute in ad-
vancing the G-20 agenda among
the students and research schol-
ars so that the same is dissemi-
nated through community en-
gagement at grassroots.

The Y-20 events are being held in
line with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision that calls upon the
country to present its experiences,
learning and models as the possi-
ble templates for others, particu-
larly the developing world, during
India’s G-20 Presidency. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 25: A state as-
sembly has no legislative compe-
tence to enact a law in respect of
modern or allopathic medicine con-
trary to the standards determined
by a central enactment, the Supreme
Court said Tuesday while uphold-
ing the Guwahati High Court order
annulling an Assam law on man-
aging rural healthcare.

The apex court struck down the
Assam Rural Health Regulatory
Authority Act, 2004, which pro-
vided for the establishment of  a
regulatory authority to register
Diploma holders in Medicine and
Rural Health Care (DMRHC) and to
regulate their practice in rural
areas. The law also intended to reg-
ulate the opening of  medical in-
stitutions to impart education and
training for those with Diploma in
Medicine and Rural Health Care. 

The apex court said any variation
between the standards of  qualifi-
cation required for medical prac-
titioners who render services in
rural areas and those offering serv-
ices in urban or metropolitan areas
must prescribe to constitutional
values of  substantive equality and
non-discrimination.  A bench of
Justices BR Gavai and BV
Nagarathna upheld the decision of
the Gauhati High Court which had
held the state law as null and void.

The Guwahati High Court had

said “...The Assam Rural Health
Regulatory Authority Act, 2004, is
declared to be null and void, in
view of  the Assam Legislature not
having the legislative competence
to enact the said Law.” 

It had said the framers of  the
Constitution, in Article 47, have di-
rected the Union and State
Governments to regard the im-
provement of  public health as their
primary duty.  “These efforts must
be made to progressively realize the
right of  everyone to the enjoyment
of  the highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health, as ac-
knowledged in international con-
ventions and agreements,” it said.  

The Supreme Court bench said
while the State has every right to
devise policies for public health
and medical education, with due re-
gard to peculiar social and finan-
cial considerations, these policies
ought not to cause unfair disad-
vantage to any class of  citizens.  

“The citizens residing in rural
areas have an equal right to ac-
cess healthcare services by duly
qualified staff. Policies for en-
hancing access to rural health-
care must not shortchange the cit-
izens residing in rural areas or
subject them to direct or indirect
forms of  unfair discrimination
on the basis of  their place of  birth
or residence,” it said.  

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Jan 25: Armed with
walkie-talkies, dozens of  Congress
volunteers walk in small groups
either close to their leader Rahul
Gandhi or ahead of  him during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, managing the
crowd and clearing the road ahead.

With many of  them witnessing
snowfall and sub-zero tempera-
tures for the first time, the volun-
teers are in high spirits and ec-
static to be approaching Kashmir,
the final destination of  the foot
march that started from
Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu in
September last year.

When not walking beside Gandhi,
these sprightly volunteers are busy
overseeing arrangements at camp-
ing sites and putting up billboards,
among other things.

“We have been moving contin-
uously since the yatra started
September 7. Many of  the volunteers
preferred to remain part of  this
historic march and are moving
with the yatra to its final destina-
tion in Kashmir,” Devender Yadav,
the youngest  MLA from
Chhattisgarh who is heading a
group of  125 volunteers, told PTI.

The 33-year-old former mayor of

Bhilai said all volunteers are happy
that the yatra is achieving its goal
of  spreading brotherhood.

“Our country is full of  diversity
and any conflict between the com-
munities is very harmful for our
unity. The only aim of  the Bharat
Jodo Yatra is to unite people against
hatred and spread the message of
love and brotherhood,” Yadav said.

On meeting the people of  Jammu,
he said, “They are very good and the
way they received the yatra is a re-
flection of  its success.”

With lakhs joining the Bharat

Jodo Yatra, managing crowds has
proved to be a ‘big challenge’ for the
volunteers, Yadav said.

“Managing such a huge crowd
was quite impossible. We have
braved hot and humid weather,
cold and rain over the past four
months and now let us experience
snowfall and sub-zero temperature
as well. We are ready for any situ-
ation,” he said.

The Bharat Jodo Yatra will enter
Kashmir January 27. Rahul Rao, na-
tional chairman of  Indian Youth
Congress’ media department,

thanked his stars to have got the
chance to join this ‘significant and
memorable’ yatra. Hailing from
Haryana, Rao has been part of  the
yatra from the day one and is re-
sponsible for managing the camps
where the yatris stay for the night.

“It has been a life-changing ex-
perience for me and heading closer
to Kashmir, I am feeling that my long
wish to visit Kashmir will be fulfilled
shortly,” he said.

Rahan Ramdayal from Jodhpur
in Rajasthan said the inclement
weather does not deter the volun-
teers and they are "very excited" to
enter Kashmir.

“Gandhi is not feeling cold and
can be seen moving around in a T-
shirt in this winter. He is getting en-
ergy from the people who are join-
ing him and we are drawing energy
from our leader,” he said.

Before the yatra started,
Ramdayal said, he was planning
to visit Kashmir to witness snow-
fall and now finally his dream will
be fulfilled.

One of  the volunteers, Pandit
Dinesh Sharma from Haryana, is
walking barefoot.

“My family has been a Congress
supporter for generations and I
feel lucky to have been part of  the

Bharat Jodo Yatra from
Kanyakumari. I have been walking
without any shoes or slippers for the
last 12 years. I have pledged not to
wear shoes till Rahul Gandhi be-
comes the prime minister of  the
country,” said Sharma, carrying
the national flag.

He said Gandhi and all those ac-
companying him are ‘tapasvis’ and
“we have no fear of  anything, be it
heat, cold, snow or rain”.

Besides the volunteers, hundreds
of  yatris are accompanying Gandhi.

Suraj Matte, a 69-year-old farmer
from Uttar Pradesh, is travelling in
his tractor, which he said is a sym-
bol of  strength and reads ‘Daro
Mat’ (don't be afraid). He said he
joined the yatra in Delhi.

Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh
Congress Committee spokesper-
son Jahanzaib Sirwal said the party
unit feels privileged to welcome
the volunteers who have stood with
Gandhi to strengthen the ‘idea of
India’.“It is a once-in-a-lifetime
event and being part of  it is our
pride. It provided an opportunity
for all of  us to interact with each
other and witness senior leaders,
who are aged above 80, move along-
side Gandhi with great zeal and
energy.”

Meet the volunteers ensuring a smooth BJY

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Guwahati, Jan 25: Insurgent
groups in the northeast have
called to boycott Republic Day
in the region.

In Assam, the banned United
Liberation Front of  Asom-
Independent (ULFA-I) militant
group has called for an 18-hour
bandh and asked people to remain
indoors and mark the day as protest
instead of  celebrating it.

In a statement, the disbanded
organisation said: “Essential serv-
ices such as relief  works, medical
care, electricity, water supply, fire
services, and the press shall re-
main outside the purview of  the gen-
eral strike.”

Another insurgent group,
National Socialist Council of

Nagaland-Khaplang (NSCN-K), has
also issued a similar statement to
boycott Republic Day celebrations
in the northeast.

Meanwhile, the conglomeration
of  six militant outfits KCP, KYKL,
PREPAK, PREPAK (Pro), RPF, and
UNLF has also called to boycott
the day in Manipur.

These six insurgent groups have
been demanding the sovereignty
of  Manipur.

“The people of  Manipur have
no reason to be happy for being a
state of  India and should not join
the Republic Day celebrations. The
past history mentions that Manipur
was a nation that regained its in-
dependence from the colonial British
in 1947, one day ahead of  India. It
was never a part of  India,” the out-
fits said in a joint statement.

SC setback for Assam on 
law on rural healthcare

The apex court struck
down the Assam Rural

Health Regulatory
Authority Act, 2004,

which provided for the
establishment of a 

regulatory authority to
register diploma holders 
in Medicine and Rural

Healthcare 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Jan 25: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration has or-
dered the freezing of  boundaries
of  all administrative units, in-
cluding districts and tehsils, in
the Union Territory till the com-
pletion of  the Census 2021,  
officials said.

The step is aimed to pave the
way for the process of  conduct-
ing of  the Census in J-K, they said.

“In exercise of  the power con-
ferred by clause (iv) of  rule 8 of  the
Census Rules, 1990 and in super-
session of  all notification issued
in this behalf, J and K government

hereby freezes the boundaries of
districts and tehsils, municipali-
ties, towns, revenue villages and
other administrative units in the
whole Union territory with effect
from first of  July, 2023 till com-
pletion of  Census 2021,” a notifi-
cation issued by the Planning
Development and Monitoring
Department said.

Before every Census, states are
required to provide information on
changes in the number of  noti-
fied districts, villages, towns and
other administrative units such
as tehsils, talukas and police sta-
tions to the Registrar General of
India, the officials said. 

CENSUS 2021 

J&K freezes boundaries
of all administrative units 

Once a ‘madrasa for azaadi’, Kashmir 
varsity will now host G-20 events

INSURGENT GROUPS IN NE 
CALL TO BOYCOTT R-DAY

WITH MANY OF THEM WITNESSING SNOWFALL AND SUB-ZERO TEMPERATURES FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
THE VOLUNTEERS ARE IN HIGH SPIRITS AND ECSTATIC TO BE APPROACHING KASHMIR 

Tripura and Meghalaya
share 856 km and 443 km 
international borders with
Bangladesh, respectively,

while Nagaland has 
215 km unfenced borders 

with Myanmar 

WINTER WALK: A man walks with sheep during light snowfall on the outskirts of Srinagar, Wednesday. Light to moderate snowfall was recorded at most
places of Kashmir while the higher reaches witnessed heavy snowfall. PTI PHOTO
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The Congress is trying to
defame the state of
Uttarakhand by raising
the Joshimath issue in
Jammu and Kashmir
PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMI |
UTTARAKHAND CM

Thirty CBI officers, including those who
supervised cases related to Child
Sexual Abuse Material, the death of
Mahant Narendra Giri and against Lalu
Prasad, were awarded police medals on
the eve of Republic Day Wednesday

30 CBI OFFICERS GET POLICE MEDALS 
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HC asks Ansals to 
reply to police’s plea 
New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court Wednesday sought the
response of real estate
tycoons Sushil and Gopal
Ansal to a plea by the Delhi
Police seeking enhancement
of punishment for allegedly
tampering with evidence in
the 1997 Uphaar cinema fire
which claimed 59 lives. The
police have challenged the
trial court’s July 19, 2022 order
releasing the Ansal brothers. 

SP spokesperson’s
wife, mother killed 
Lucknow: Two women have
died and two more people are
still feared trapped a day 
after a multi-storey building
collapsed in Lucknow. The
deceased were identified 
as Samajwadi Party
spokesperson Abbas Haider’s
wife Uzma Haider and mother
Begum Haider. Begum Haider,
87, who was pulled out of the
debris Wednesday morning
after a nightlong rescue
operation, was rushed to a
hospital, where she died. It
seems that she had suffered
internal injuries, State
Director General of Police D S
Chouhan told reporters.

4 devotees from Maha
killed in AP accident
Tirupati: Four Tirumala
devotees from Maharashtra
were killed and four others
injured in a road accident in
Andhra Pradesh’s Tirupati district
Wednesday, police said. The
accident occurred when the car,
in which the devotees were
travelling, hit a culvert near
Kalroadpalle village in Chandragiri
mandal. Four of the occupants
in the car died on the spot. 

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pune, Jan 25: An investigation
into the death of  seven members
of  a family, whose bodies were
found in a riverbed in Pune, has in-
dicated they were murdered al-
legedly by their relatives over a
previous incident involving the
death of  the son of  one of  the ac-
cused, a police of ficial said
Wednesday. 

Mohan Pawar (45), his wife
Sangita Mohan (40), their daugh-
ter Rani Fulware (24), son-in-law
Shyam Fulware (28), and three chil-
dren aged between three and seven
years were found dead in the
Bheema riverbed near Pargaon
bridge in Duand tehsil  of
Maharashtra's Pune district be-

tween January 18 and January 24.
Police have arrested five sib-

lings - Ashok Kalyan Pawar, Shyam
Kalyan Pawar, Shankar Kalyan
Pawar, Prakash Kalyan Pawar and
Kantabai Sarjerao Jadhav - who are
cousins of  the deceased Mohan
Pawar, an official said. 

Bodies of 7 of family
found in Pune river:
5 relatives arrested

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 25: India and
Egypt Wednesday decided to elevate
their ties to the level of  strategic
partnership with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and visiting
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi vowing to broadbase the
relations in a time-bound manner
in areas of  defence and security,
trade, counter-terror cooperation
and culture.

Following the talks between
Modi and Sisi, the two sides inked
five agreements providing for co-
operation in areas of  culture, in-
formation technology, cyber secu-
rity, matters relating to youths and
broadcasting.

In the talks, the two leaders also
decided to take the volume of  bi-
lateral trade to $ 12 billion in the
next five years from around $ 7 bil-
lion at present, Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra said while describ-
ing the Modi-Sisi talks as “ex-
tremely productive” and 
“very warm”.

The 68-year-old influential Arab
leader, who arrived here on Tuesday
on a three-day visit, will grace the
Republic Day celebrations as the
chief  guest January 26.  

“Strategic cooperation between
the two countries will help in pro-
moting peace and prosperity in
the entire region. So in today's
meeting, President Sisi and I de-

cided to elevate our bilateral part-
nership to the level of  ‘strategic part-
nership’,” Modi said in his media
statement. “We have decided that
under the India-Egypt strategic
partnership, we will develop a long-
term framework of  greater coop-
eration in political, security, eco-
nomic and scientific fields,” he said.

The Prime Minister said India
and Egypt are worried about the
spread of  terrorism around the
world and the two sides are unan-
imous in the opinion that it is the
most serious security threat to hu-
manity.  “Both countries also agree
that concerted action is necessary
to end cross-border terrorism. And
for this, together we will continue
to try to alert the international
community,” he said.

The Egyptian President echoed
Modi's views on terrorism and said
united efforts are required to deal
with the menace.

The Prime Minister noted that
there is immense potential for en-
hancing security and defence co-
operation between India and Egypt. 

Explaining the elevation of  the
bilateral ties to the level of  strate-
gic partnership, the foreign sec-
retary said the focus would be
on expanding cooperation in four
key pillars -- political and secu-
rity, economic engagement, sci-
entific and economic collabora-
tion and wider cultural and
people-to-people ties.

India, Egypt to boost
strategic partnership

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 25: Airlines will
reimburse 75 per cent of  the ticket
costs to passengers whose domestic
flight tickets have been down-
graded, with aviation regulator
DGCA putting in place new norms.

For downgrade of  international
tickets, the reimbursement amount
will vary from 30 per cent to 75 per
cent of  the ticket costs, including
taxes, depending on the distance
covered by the particular flight.

The new norms will be effective
from February 15, a senior official
at the Directorate General of  Civil
Aviation (DGCA) said Wednesday.

The regulator decided to amend
the norms against the backdrop
of  complaints from air travellers

about their tickets booked for a
particular class being downgraded
by airlines. However, those pro-
posals have been modified now in
line with international practices,
the official said.  The watchdog
has amended its Civil Aviation
Requirement (CAR) pertaining to
facilities to be provided to pas-
sengers by airlines due to denied
boarding, cancellation of  flights and
delays in flights. “The amendment

will allow the passenger, who is
downgraded involuntarily and is
carried in a class lower than that
for which the ticket is purchased,
to be reimbursed by the airline,”
DGCA said in a  statement
Wednesday. For the downgrade of
a domestic flight ticket, the pas-
senger concerned will get 75 per cent
of  the cost of  ticket, including
taxes, from the airline.

In the case of  downgrade of
an international ticket, a pas-
senger will receive 30 per cent
of  the cost of  ticket, including
taxes, for flights flying 1,500 kilo-
metres or less. Inclusive of  taxes,
the amount will be 50 per cent if
the flight covers a distance be-
tween 1,500 and 3,500 kilometres,
as per the statement.

DGCA provides relief 
to flyers with new norms

MONEY 
LAUNDERING CASE ED arrests Saket Gokhale

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Ahmedabad, Jan 25:
The Enforcement Directorate
Wednesday arrested Trinamool
Congress (TMC) spokesperson
Saket Gokhale in a money laun-
dering case linked to alleged ir-
regularities in a crowdfunding ini-
t iative in Gujarat,  of f icial  
sources said.

The state police arrested Gokhale
from Delhi in December last year in

a case of  alleged misuse of  money he
had collected through crowdfunding.
The Gujarat High Court had Monday
refused regular bail to Gokhale in
this case as it asked him to approach

the court only after a charge sheet is
filed. The TMC leader had approached
the high court after a sessions court
and a magistrate's court in Ahmedabad
denied him bail recently following
his arrest and expiry of  
remand.

Gokhale has been in judicial
custody since January 5 and lodged
at a jail in Ahmedabad. He was ar-
rested by the Ahmedabad Cyber
Crime Branch from DelhDecember
30, 2022, in this case.



REUTERS

Berlin, Jan 25: Germany announced
plans Wednesday to deliver heavy
tanks to Ukraine, and the United States
was poised to do so too, a breakthrough
hailed as a decisive military boost by
Kyiv and condemned by Moscow as a
reckless provocation.

Kyiv has been calling for months for
Western main battle tanks that would
give its forces greater firepower, pro-
tection and mobility to break through
Russian defensive lines and poten-
tially swoop through territory occupied
by the invaders.

“A few hundred tanks for our tank
crews .... This is what is going to become
a real punching fist of  democracy,”
Andriy Yermak, the head of  Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s ad-

ministration, wrote on Telegram.
Germany will send an initial com-

pany of  14 Leopard 2 tanks from its own
stocks and approve shipments by allies
who field them, with the aim of  sup-
plying Ukraine with two battalions, typ-
ically comprising three-four companies
each. Berlin would also provide train-
ing, ammunition and maintenance.

“This decision follows our well-
known line of  supporting Ukraine to
the best of  our ability. We are acting
in a closely coordinated manner in-

ternationally,” Cancellor Olaf  Scholz
said in a statement.

Two sources in the United States
said Washington would also provide
dozens of  its Abrams M1 tanks.

Twenty armies worldwide field
Leopards, which Germany has made
in their thousands. Poland and Finland
have already pledged them once Berlin
agrees, and several other countries
are expected to follow swiftly. Britain
has already offered a
company of  its compa-
rable Challengers and
France is considering
sending its Leclercs.

Mark Hertling, a for-
mer commander of  U.S.
ground forces in Europe,
estimated Leopards
could reach Ukraine’s
battlefields as soon as
March. The turbine-pow-
ered US tanks, which
need more logistical sup-
port, could be more than
eight months away.

In the 11 months since
it invaded, Russia has
killed thousands of  civil-
ians, forced millions from
their homes and reduced
entire cities to rubble
and still occupies around
a sixth of  Ukraine, and
has declared this terri-
tory part of  Russia.
Ukraine says it will not
stop fighting until it re-
captures all its territory.
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crime. These bishops have to
have a process of conversion.
They should apply
tenderness, please, as God
has for each one of us
POPE FRANCIS | CATHOLIC CHURCH LEADER

This year’s Doomsday Clock
announced disclosed that it is just 90
seconds to midnight which means
that the world is now closer to
annihilation than it has ever been
since the first nuclear bombs were
dropped at the end of World War II

DOOMSDAY CLOCK
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international
I call on the de
facto
authorities in

Afghanistan in
particular to reverse
the outrageous and
self-defeating ban on
access to secondary and higher
education for girls

ANTONIO GUTERRES |
SECRETARY-GENERAL, UN

of the
day uote 

This move will
significantly
help

businesses and
families who are
waiting for the arrival
of workers and loved
ones from India. It is unacceptable
that the wait time for visas 
has been so long, and in 
Congress, I have pushed for 
these delays to be addressed

GRACE MENG |
CONGRESSWOMAN, US

Brazil is back in
the region and
ready to work

side-by-side with you
with a very strong
feeling of solidarity
and closeness

LUIZ INACIO LULA DA SILVA |
PRESIDENT, BRAZIL

Hipkins sworn in
Wellington: Hundreds
gathered to applaud Jacinda
Ardern as she left New
Zealand’s parliament to resign
as prime minister Wednesday,
before Chris Hipkins was
swiftly sworn in as her
replacement. Ardern said last
week she no longer had
“enough in the tank” after
steering the country through
natural disasters, its worst-
ever terror attack and the
Covid-19 pandemic. Hipkins
was sworn in by Governor-
General Cindy Kiro during a
ceremony in the capital
Wellington, saying he was
“energised and excited by the
challenges ahead”.

Snow grips Japan
Tokyo: Heavy snow
blanketed wide swathes of
Japan Wednesday, snarling
traffic, forcing hundreds of
flight cancellations,
disrupting train travel and
leaving at least one person
dead. An unusually cold
weather front and extreme
low pressure systems set
snow falling and strong
winds blowing across Japan
from Tuesday after causing
havoc in other Asia countries
earlier this week. At least 124
people died in freezing
temperatures in Afghanistan
earlier this week, according
to media reports, while the
temperature in Mohe, China’s
northernmost city, dropped
to a record -53 degrees
Celsius Sunday.

SHORT TAKES

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Washington, Jan 25: Former
US secretary of  state Mike Pompeo
wrote in a book published Tuesday
that India and Pakistan came
close to nuclear war in 2019 and
that US intervention prevented
escalation.

“I do not think the world prop-
erly knows just how close the
India-Pakistan rivalry came to
spilling over into a nuclear con-
flagration in February 2019,” the
likely future presidential con-
tender wrote in “Never Give an
Inch,” his memoir of  his time as
Donald Trump’s top diplomat and

earlier CIA chief.
India in February 2019 broke

precedent by launching airstrikes
inside Pakistani territory after
blaming a terrorist group there for
a suicide bombing that killed 41
CRPF jawans in Kashmir. India
shot down an F-16 during an aer-
ial combat in which an Indian
warplane was shot down by
Pakistan and the pilot was cap-
tured by them.

Pompeo, who was in Hanoi for
a summit between Trump and
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un, said he was woken up with an
urgent call from a senior Indian
official.“He believed the Pakistanis

had begun to prepare their nu-
clear weapons for a strike. India,
he informed me, was contem-
plating its own escalation,”
Pompeo wrote.

“I asked him to do nothing and
give us a minute to sort things
out,” Pompeo said.

Pompeo said that US diplomats
convinced both India and Pakistan
that neither was preparing to go
nuclear. “No other nation could
have done what we did that night
to avoid a horrible outcome,”
Pompeo wrote.

Po m p e o,  wh o  w ro t e  t h at
Pakistan “probably enabled” the
Kashmir attack, said he spoke
to “the actual leader of  Pakistan,”
then army chief  General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, in an allusion to
the weakness of  civilian gov-
ernments.

Pompeo at the time publicly
defended India’s right to act. In his
book, Pompeo spoke highly of
India and, unlike officials in New
Delhi, made no secret of  his de-
sire to ally with the South Asian
democracy “to counteract Chinese
aggression.”

India, followed by Pakistan,
tested nuclear bombs in 1998, a
watershed moment. Then-presi-
dent US Bill Clinton later famously
said that Kashmir was “the most
dangerous place in the world.”

‘India-Pak were on brink of N-war’ 

WAR TURNING POINT

Germany, US answer
Ukraine’s tanks appeal

n After 11 months into the war, the
front line has been largely frozen in
place for two months despite heavy
losses on both sides, with both
believed to be planning new
offensives for the spring

‘Will burn like the rest’ 
Moscow: The Kremlin said Wednesday
that if Western countries supply
Ukraine with heavy tanks they will be
destroyed on the battlefield, as Kyiv
awaits a decision from Berlin on deliver-
ies of Leopard 2 tanks. “Technologically,
this is a failed plan. This is an 
overestimation of the potential that this
will add to the Ukrainian army,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
reporters. “These tanks burn like all the
rest. They are just very expensive.”

AFTER BALAKOT STRIKE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Port Au Prince (Haiti), Jan 25:
Killings of  journalists around the
world jumped by 50 per cent in
2022 compared to the previous year,
driven largely by attacks in Ukraine,
Mexico and Haiti.

According to a report Tuesday
by the New York-based Committee
to Protect Journalists (CPJ), at
least 67 news media workers were
killed worldwide in 2022, the high-
est number since 2018. Journalists
in the three countries say the in-
creased danger has forced them
to work under extreme stress.

The effect is particularly no-
table in Haiti, where seven jour-
nalists were killed in 2022, a huge
number for a small island country
of  about 12 million people. Some
were killed by violent street gangs
that have basically taken over the
capital, Port au Prince, but at least
two were shot by police.

The CPJ noted that more than half
— 35 of  the 67 killings — took place
in just three countries: Ukraine,
Mexico and Haiti. Mexico saw 13
news workers killed, according to
the committee. Other media groups
have put the number at 15, which
would make 2022 the deadliest year

in at least three decades for Mexican
journalists. In war-battered Ukraine,
15 news workers were killed last
year, CPJ said.

The CPJ said it had confirmed
that 41 of  the 67 journalists were
killed “in direct connection with
their work,” and that it is investi-
gating the motives for the 26 other
slayings. The CPJ said journalists
covering the war in Ukraine “face
enormous risk.”

“Members of  the press are fre-
quently injured by shelling while
covering the conflict, and some re-
port that they have been targeted
by Russian forces,” the commit-
tee said in its report.

The 2022 killings also included
four journalists in the Philippines,
and two each in Colombia, Brazil
and Honduras. Two journalists
each  were  a l so  ki l l ed  in
Bangladesh, India, Myanmar,
Somalia and Chad.

Journo deaths rose 50% in
’22, led by Ukraine, Mexico

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Paris, Jan 25: A chatbot powered
by reams of  data from the internet
has passed exams at a US law
school after writing essays on top-
ics ranging from constitutional
law to taxation and torts.

ChatGPT from OpenAI, a US
company that this week got a mas-
s ive  inject ion  of  cash  from
Microsoft, uses artificial intelli-
gence (AI) to generate streams of
text from simple prompts.

The results have been so good
that educators have warned it
could lead to widespread cheat-
ing and even signal the end of  tra-
ditional classroom teaching meth-
ods.

Jonathan Choi, a professor at
Minnesota University Law School,
gave ChatGPT the same test faced
by students, consisting of  95 mul-
tiple-choice questions and 12 essay
questions.

In a white paper titled “ChatGPT
goes to law school” published
Monday, he and his coauthors re-
ported that the bot scored a C+
overall.

While this was enough for a
pass, the bot was near the bottom
of  the class in most subjects and

“bombed” at multiple-choice ques-
tions involving mathematics.

‘Not a great student’
“In writing essays, ChatGPT

displayed a strong grasp of  basic
legal rules and had consistently
solid organization and composi-
tion,” the authors wrote.

But the bot “often struggled to
spot issues when given an open-
ended prompt, a core skill on law
school exams”.

Officials in New York and other
jurisdictions have banned the use
of  ChatGPT in schools, but Choi
suggested it could be a valuable
teaching aide.

“Overall, ChatGPT wasn’t a great
law student acting alone,” he wrote
on Twitter. “But we expect that
collaborating with humans, lan-
guage models like ChatGPT would
be very useful to law students tak-
ing exams and to practicing
lawyers.”

And playing down the possibil-
ity of  cheating, he wrote in reply
to another Twitter user that two out
of  three markers had spotted the
bot-written paper.

“(They) had a hunch and their
hunch was right, because ChatGPT
had perfect grammar and was
somewhat repetitive,” Choi wrote.

ChatGPT passes US law school exam

AGENCIES

London,  Jan 25: Sadhana
Subramaniam, a noted documen-
tary filmmaker whose film ‘India’s
Forbidden Love’ was nominated
for an International Emmy in 2019,
is one of  the producers of  the BBC
docuseries on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, ‘India: The 
Modi Question’.

A specialist in high-quality, am-
bitious and original factual pro-
grammes, Sadhana writes and di-
rects content for TV, online
platforms, institutional clients and
non-profits. She has worked on
documentaries for Al Jazeera,
Channel 4 and BBC. 

The BBC series on PM Modi has
triggered a row in India with the
government banning it, while sev-
eral Opposition parties and uni-
versity students demanding the
documentary film’s streaming 
in the country.

Emmy nominated
filmmaker at helm of
BBC docuseries on PM
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New Delhi, Jan 25: Well-known
US activist investor Hindenburg
Research has alleged that Adani
Group was “engaged in a brazen
stock manipulation and ac-
counting fraud”, a charge the
conglomerate described as mali-
cious, unsubstantiated, one-sided,
and having done with malafide in-
tention to ruin its share-sale.

Hindenburg, a US-based in-
vestment research firm that spe-
cialises in activist short-selling,
said its two-year investigation re-
veals that “the Rs 17.8 trillion
($218 billion) Indian conglomer-
ate Adani Group has engaged in
a brazen stock manipulation and
accounting fraud scheme over
the course of  decades.”

The report comes ahead of  a Rs
20,000 crore follow-on share sale
of  Adani Group’s flagship Adani
Enterprises. Group representa-
tives said a statement in response
would be issued later.

The follow-on public offer (FPO)
is slated to open January 27 and
close January 31.

Adani Group said it was

shocked to see the report that
came out without any attempt to
contact it to get the factual matrix.

“The report is a malicious com-
bination of  selective misinfor-
mation and stale, baseless and
discredited allegations that have
been tested and rejected by India’s
highest courts,” the ports-to-energy
conglomerate said in a statement.

It went on to question the tim-
ing of  the report, saying its pub-
lication ahead of  the FPO “clearly
betrays a brazen, malafide inten-
tion to undermine Adani Group’s
reputation with the principal ob-
jective of  damaging” the issue.

Hindenburg’s report details a
web of  Adani-family controlled off-
shore shell entities in tax havens
spanning the Caribbean and
Mauritius to the UAE, which it

claims were used to facilitate cor-
ruption, money laundering and tax-
payer theft, while siphoning off
money from the group’s listed firms.

“Gautam Adani, founder and
chairman of  Adani Group, has
amassed a net worth of  roughly $120
billion, adding over $100 billion
in the past 3 years largely through
stock price appreciation in the
group’s seven key listed compa-
nies, which have spiked an average
of  819 per cent in that period,” the
US researcher’s report said.

Shares of  Adani Group com-
panies tanked after the report.
Shares of  Adani Transmission
fell 8.87 per cent to close at Rs
2,511.75 per scrip on the BSE.
Besides, Adani Ports & SEZ
plunged 6.30 per cent to settle at
Rs 712.90 per share. 

Hindenburg alleges fraud by Adani 

The Centre will sell 30 lakh tonne of wheat in the
open market from its buffer stock to check rise in
prices of wheat and wheat flour (atta), sources said.
Last week, food secretary Sanjeev Chopra had said
that prices of wheat and atta have increased in the
retail market and the government was exploring all
options to control the rates
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Google blinks ahead of deadline
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 25: After failing to get a
court order to block an antitrust ruling,
Google Wednesday said it will alow users
in India to choose default search engine on

Android-based smart-
phones. 

Last week, the
Supreme Court refused
a stay a Competition
Commission of  India
(CCI) order slapping a Rs
1,337.76 crore fine on

Google for exploiting its dominant position
of  its popular Android operating system,
which powers 97 per cent of  around 60 crore
smartphones in India. CCI imposed another
Rs 936 crore penalty on the US tech giant in
a case related to its Play Store policies.

“We take our commitment to comply
with local laws and regulations in India se-
riously. The CCI’s recent directives for
Android and Play require us to make sig-
nificant changes for India, and today we’ve
informed the CCI of  how we will be com-
plying with their directives,” Google said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 25: The first tranche
of  Sovereign Green Bonds (SGrBs)
worth Rs 8,000 crore was subscribed
fully Wednesday.

As per the auction details pro-
vided by the Reserve Bank of  India
(RBI), SGrB 2028 maturing in 2028
will have a coupon rate of  7.10, while
SGrB 2033 maturing in 2033 will
carry a rate of  7.29 per cent. Coupon
rates of  Sovereign Green Bonds are

very much in line with the G-Sec.
As announced in the Union

Budget 2022-23, the central gov-
ernment as part of  its overall mar-
ket borrowings will be issuing
SGrBs for mobilising resources for
green infrastructure. The second
auction of  another Rs 8,000 crore
will be conducted February 9.

SGrBs will be issued through
uniform price auction and 5 per cent

of  the notified amount of  sale will
be reserved for retail investors,
the RBI said, adding these papers
will be reckoned as an eligible in-
vestment for SLR purposes.

These bonds will be eligible for
trading in the secondary market.

The proceeds from the green
bonds issuance cannot be used for
extraction, production and distri-
bution of  fossil fuels or where the
core energy source is fossil-fuel
based, and nuclear power projects.

MAIDEN AUCTION 
Govt raises ̀ 8K-cr via 1st tranche SGrBs
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25: Germany
edged out England in penalty
shootout under dramatic circum-
stances after trailing 0-2 two min-
utes before regulation time to book
a berth in the FIH World Cup semi-
finals where the Netherlands joined
them with a 5-1 win over South
Korea here Wednesday.

Germany struck in the 58th and
59th minutes through captain Mats
Grambusch and his younger
brother Tom to take the quarterfinal
match to the penalty shootout
where they prevailed over a heart-
broken England team 4-3, snatch-
ing win from the jaws of  defeat.

Germany face three-time cham-
pions and last edition bronze medal-
lists Australia, while the Dutch
will meet the defending champions
Belgium in the semifinals, Friday.

The vociferous spectators at the
Kalinga Stadium thought that
England would wrap up the match
comfortably after Zachary Wallace
(12th) and Liam Ansell (33rd) had
given them a 2-0 lead but, to their
astonishment, the Germans came
back roaring to score goals in the
58th and 59th minutes through
Mats and Tom, respectively. 

Christopher Ruhr had wasted
a chance from the penalty stroke
in the 57th minute. When Germany
were trailing 1-2 and got a penalty
stroke with one minute to go in
the match, Mats asked his younger
brother Tom to take it. Tom made
no mistake from the spot to take the
match to the penalty shootout.

Niklas Wellen, Hannes Muller,
Prinz Thies and Christopher Ruhr
scored for Germany in the shootout.
For England, James Albery, Zachary
Wallace, Phil Roper struck while
David Goodfield missed. The German
fightback was reminiscent of  their
national football team which is fa-
mous for its never-say-die attitude.

In the second quarterfinal match,
South Korea, who had stunned
2016 Rio Olympics champions
Argentina in the crossover match
Monday, yet again punched above
their weight as they gave a spirited
fight to their more fancied oppo-
nents, ranked third in the world. 

Koen Bijen (27th and 31st) struck
twice while Justen Blok (36th),
Steijn van Heijningen (50th) and
Teun Beins (58th) scored the other
goals for the Netherlands. Seo In-
woo Seo (51st) scored the consola-
tion goal for South Korea. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Jan 25: Swashbuckling
Indian batter Suryakumar Yadav
was Wednesday named the ICC
Men’s T20 Cricketer of  the Year
for his ridiculously good run in
the shortest format of  the game. 

Surya had a stellar 2022, break-
ing an array of  records and set-
ting a benchmark in the format. He
beat the likes of  Sam Curran,
Pakistan wicketkeeper-batter
Mohammad Rizwan and
Zimbabwe’s batting all-rounder
Sikandar Raza for the top honour.

India’s newest fast-bowling star
Renuka Singh became the recipi-
ent of  ICC Emerging Women’s
Cricketer of  the Year Award.
However, last year’s Cricketer of  the
Year Smriti Mandhana lost out to
Australia’s Tahlia McGrath in the
women’s T20 category.

Popularly known as ‘SKY’, the 32-
year-old became just the second
batter to make more than 1000 runs
in a calendar year in T20Is and

ended the year as the highest run-
getter, scoring 1164 runs at a strike-
rate of  187.43.

Surya hit a stunning 68 sixes
during the year, easily the most
recorded by anyone in a year in
the format’s history. The Indian
was the key batter for his team
through the year, smashing two
hundreds and nine half  centuries. 

There has been a buzz sur-
rounding Renuka, who burst into
life in a busy 12 months for the
Indian women’s team. The 26-year-
old beat Australia’s Darcie Brown,
England’s Alice Capsey and com-
patriot Yastika Bhatia to take home
the emerging player award.

The right-armer claimed 40 wick-
ets for her country in 2022 in just
29 matches across the two white-ball
formats, filling the void left by the
great Jhulan Goswami. In the ODI
game, Renuka was especially potent,
taking 18 wickets at an average of
just 14.88. Her performances across
the CWG and Asia Cup also grabbed
attention. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jakarta, Jan 25: Indian shuttlers
Lakshya Sen and Saina Nehwal
made an impressive start at the
Indonesia Masters Super 500 tour-
nament, advancing to the second
round of  men’s and women’s sin-
gles events, respectively, with con-
trasting wins here Wednesday.

Sen, who had a subdued start to
the new season with early exits from
Malaysia and India in the last two
weeks, dished out a superlative per-
formance to outwit Japan’s new sen-
sation, Kodai Naraoka, 21-12, 21-11 in
his opening match. Saina, who had
reached the second round at India
Open, eked out a 21-15, 17-21, 21-15 win
over Chinese Taipei’s Pai Yu Po to
make it to the pre-quarterfinals.

Seventh seed Sen will face
Malaysia’s Ng Tze Yong next, while
Saina takes on the winner of  the
match between two Chinese, Zhang
Yi Man and eighth seed Han Yue.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rourkela, Jan 25: Already facing
a huge backlash after failing to
make the quarterfinals, India could
end up with their worst-ever plac-
ing in the FIH Men’s World Cup if
they lose their 9th-16th classification
match against Japan here Thursday.

A loss to the 2018 Asian Games
gold medallists could push the hosts
to play the 13th-16th classification
match on Saturday against a yet-to-
be-decided opponent. India’s worst-
ever placing and finish in the 14
previous editions of  the World Cup
is 12th and last – at London in 1986.

In the ongoing edition of  the
World Cup, 16 teams are competing
as against 12 in 1986. While India
may not finish last even if  they
lose to Japan on Thursday, but the
loss will take the hosts to their
worst placing ever, which will be
between 13 and 16.

India had crashed out of  ongoing
World Cup after losing the crossover

match to New Zealand, ranked six
places below them, in sudden death
at Bhubaneswar on January 22.

The hosts had squandered a two-
goal lead on two occasions as the
match ended in a 3-3 stalemate in reg-
ulation time. The Harmanpreet
Singh-led side lost the shootout 4-5.

During the 1986 World Cup in
London,  the team led by
Mohammed Shahid had lost to
Poland, Spain and Australia. They

beat Canada and drew with
Germany to finish fifth in the six-
team preliminary league round. 

India then lost to New Zealand in
the 9th-12th classification match and
were beaten by Pakistan, returning
home with the wooden spoon.

India will have to play their best
hockey against Japan in the classi-
fication match, though the reigning
Asian Games champions too have had
an ordinary World Cup here.

Japan finished last in the four-
team Pool A here after losing all
three games – against Belgium,
Germany and South Korea – con-
ceding 12 and scoring two.

India fared far better, finishing
second in Pool D with two wins –
against Spain and Wales – and one
draw (against England) before
crashing out in the crossover game.

Japan have emerged as a strong
continental powerhouse in hockey,
beating a full-strength India 5-3 in the
Asian Champions Trophy semifi-
nal in December 2021 after losing 0-
6 in the preliminary round.  While
a second-string India defeated Japan
twice and lost once in the Asia Cup
in May-June last year, the matches
have been fiercely contested.

Historically, India have domi-
nated Japan with 26 wins in 32
matches since 1932. Japan have won
just thrice, with three matches end-
ing in draws. But, under-fire India
coach Graham Reid and his team will
take Japan lightly at their own peril.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 25: The BCCI
Wednesday earned a ̀ 4669.99 crore
windfall for the sale of  five teams
in the inaugural Women’s Premier
League (WPL) with Adani
Sportsline shelling out a massive
`1289 crore for the Ahmedabad
team, which emerged the most ex-
pensive franchise.

IPL team owners Mumbai
Indians,  Royal Challengers
Bangalore and Delhi Capitals made
successful bids of  `912.99 crore,
`901 crore and `810 crore respec-
tively to enter the WPL. Capri
Global Holdings got the Lucknow
franchise for `757 crore.

“Today is a historic day in cricket
as the bidding for teams of  inaugu-
ral #WPL broke the records of  the
inaugural Men’s IPL in 2008!
Congratulations to the winners as
we garnered ̀ 4669.99 Cr in total bid,”
BCCI secretary Jay Shah tweeted.

The eight franchisees in the
men’s IPL were sold for USD 723.59
million before the maiden edition
in 2008. The WPL player auction will
take place next month with the
first edition to be played in March.

Earlier this month, the BCCI sold
the media rights of  the WPL to
Viacom18 for ̀ 951 crore, getting a ̀ 7.09
crore per match value for five years.

Former England cricketer-turned-
commentator Isa Guha wrote, “A
landmark day for the women’s game.”
England pacer Kate Cross didn’t
mince words, saying: “Today is the
day where you get to put your mid-
dle finger up to all those people who
have devalued women’s sport. BCCI
has recognised something special is
happening and are going to give fe-
male cricketers the platform they de-
serve. Here comes the WPL,” on
her Twitter handle. Australia’s pacer
Megan Schutt said the development
is great not only for women’s cricket
but female sports all over the world.

Germans, Dutch advance ICC AWARDS FOR
SURYA, RENUKA

BCCI earns ̀ 4669.99 crore
windfall for 5 WPL teams

Lakshya, Saina
enter 2nd round 

Worst-ever finish looms over India

Editor of Orissa POST and Dharitri, Tathagata Satpathy (C) and Sports Secretary
of MYAS, Govt of India, Sujata Chaturvedi (R) were present as chief guests
alongside Hockey India CEO Elena Norman at Kalinga Stadium, Wednesday

Umpire hit on face 
BHUBANESWAR: In a bizarre incident,
German umpire Ben Goentgen was hit
on the face off a penalty corner strike
in the FIH World Cup quarterfinal
match between the Netherlands and
South Korea here Wednesday.
Goentgen was immediately taken off
the field for medical attention. The inci-
dent happened in the 28th minute
when South Korean Jang Jonghyun’s
stinging drag flick got deflected from a
Netherlands player’s stick and struck
the face of Goentgen, who was stand-
ing a few meters away from the goal
post. Goentgen fell down in pain while
his co-umpire Gareth Greenfield of New
Zealand and medical staff of the tour-
nament organisers rushed to help him.
The injured umpire held his face with
one hand and rushed out of the field
along with the medical staff. He was
later replaced by the reserve umpire of
the match, Raghu Prasad of India.

Germany players rush to their goalie after winning the match, Wednesday The Netherlands players celebrate a goal against South Korea in Bhubaneswar


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


