Orissa

*kkk
VOLUME 12, ISSUE 324 | .orissapost.com BHUBANESWAR | FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 24 | 2023 R

I

AGANNATH
PURE

OPENING TODAY

@
VIP ROAD, OPP. POLICE LINE

11:30 AM ONWARDS

Odisha's most Trusted Jewellery Brand

since 1936, now comes to PURI with its promise of

Trust, Purity & Transparency-,.

? argest collection of

iri's |
nce the dazzling array of Pur

Come, experie ‘
and silver; all un

der one roof.
oold, diamond,

= e

®

Stores also at : | : I |IM lI
BHUBANESWAR BHUBANESWAR BERHAMPUR

621, Saheed Nagar, 309 District Centre, Venkatraju Arcade,
Janpath Chandrasekharpur Sano Bazar

CUTTACK JHARSUGUDA ROURKELA | PO T YA
S56/354. Sarohel Roach e Jewellers since 1936

Cantonment Road Marwadi Para Main Road

NOWHERE ELSE ————Toll Free : 1800 3131777 | FollowUs: @ @ © ©




OrissaPOST

FRIDAY | FEBRUARY 24 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR

leisy

FORTUNE FORECAST i

(s

cibGoneshoSpeol(s.cor’ﬁ =

-

accuracy -« reliability « trustZ

B ARIES

that's what Ganesha sug- ii '

Go with the flow. At least
gests where relationships
are concerned. You can be your assertive
self some other time. Today, you can be
large-hearted and fulfill your beloved's
wishes, maybe even propose. What say?

.......................................

B TAURUS

You are likely to get into

arguments today, predicts E_ 8
Ganesha. You should avoid

any open confrontation. Legal disputes
may bother you as well. Try your hand at
meditation or resort to music of your
preference to relax and unwind. It is best
if you delay the start of any important
activity today, suggests Ganesha.

H GEMINI

Today, your house gets a

facelift — a new rug, match-

ing cushion covers, ora

brand new kitchen. This will take up most
of your time. First, you will be busy fur-

nishing and setting up your home, and
then you will spend your time flaunting it
to your friends, relatives, neighbours,
bosses, colleagues, acquaintances.

l CANCER

You will take on new respon- f&
sibilities, says Ganesha. So
you will be busy in your task.
You may feel exhausted due to hectic
work. So it entails mental tension.

.......................................

HLEO

Guides help other people
choose the right path in life
and to select the correct
alternatives. It is a good day for those
who are in the teaching or coaching pro-
fessions. It is also a progressive day for
those working in MNC's. Ganesha's bless-
ings are with you.

B VIRGO

All the work done in the ‘0
past will reap rich rewards d
today, says Ganesha. You'll 4
direct things your own way, and in no
way would you take orders from any-
one. But don't go overboard with all the
authority and keep a cool, calm head.

.......................................

HLIBRA

Nothing overshadows your ' l
love for your children today. ‘k ‘k
And love is precisely what

drives you incessantly to give them the
best possible of everything. Be it special
classes for that extra edge in education,
ora visit to a holy place to seek divine
blessing, you will do it all today. And
spending time with childrenisn't all —

you may end up taking a small but sweet
trip in the evening, says Ganesha.

l SCORPIO

Yet another mundane day in

your life, as nothing exciting

is on the cards. However, be

cheerful and keep trying hard to bring in
some spice in life. You never know when
the planets change their mood and make
an exciting future. Keep the hope alive,
says Ganesha.

Remember that actions -

always speak louder than

words. You will, in all -
probability, finish your work that has
been seeking your attention for long
now. You shall also successfully bring

continuing disputes to the table and
resolve them logically.

Il CAPRICORN

Some people do backbreak-
ing work throughout their
life, and still don't taste the
sweet taste of success. While in your
case, success will be easy as pie. You are
already loaded with work and some new
projects - assignments will be added to
that, today. But, you are not complaining
as some recreational activities will

S
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SELENA GOMEZ CONFESSES TO
HAVING A ‘CRUSH’ ON HADID

Actress-singer Selena Gomez has confessed that
she has a ‘crush’ on Bella Hadid years after the pair
sparked feud rumours. The 30-year-old Come and

Get It singer and the 26-year-old famously

unfollowed each other after Selena started dating
Bella’s ex-boyfriend The Weeknd .

Aditi talks about
her hidden wish

Mumbai: Actress Aditi Rao Hydari
has time and again managed to
impress the audience with her
solid performances.

She made quite an impact as
Mehrunisa in Sanjay Leela
Bhansali's Padmaavat despite her
shorter screen time. But Aditi is not
often seen doing projects in Hindi
film industry. What is the reason
behind doing selective projects?
Aditi said that she doesn’t do that
by choice. She also expressed her
hidden desire to do a massy
film like Pushpa but re-
vealed that no one has
approached her with
a script like that.

Aditi said, “T A8
don’t pick so /7,
many different
Kkinds of films
is not always
by choice. The
thing is a cer- ¥
tain kind of
cinema comes
to me whichI
said like the
layered, vul-
nerable, quite
often pe-
riod or
like alot
of peo-
ple
say

‘heroine oriented’ especially in the
South what I have done. I would love
to do a Pusha. It’s a hidden desire
but people have not come to me
with a Pushpa.”

She continued, “But in a way, I
am happy I get more content-driven
movies because there’s so much
content to bite into, explore and
learn in many ways. I managed to
work with a lot of people who have
been on my wishlist."

Aditi will be next seen in Sanjay

Leela Bhansali's Heeramandi
with Sonakshi Sinha,
Manisha Koirala,
Richa Chadha, and
others.

AGENCIES

SILVERSTONE ‘WASN’T HAPPY’
WORKING IN HOLLYWOOD

Alicia Silverstone had given up on acting because
she ‘wasn’t happy’ in Hollywood. The 46-year-old star
launched her career appearing in 1993 movie The

Crush as well as part of videos for rock band

Aerosmith and later became a household name after
starring as Cher in hit teen movie Clueless in 1995.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Feb 23: President
Droupadi Murmu Thursday pre-
sented the Sangeet Natak
Akademi Awards to five Odias
for the years 2020 and 2021 in
New Delhi.

For the year 2021, Susmita
Das received the award in the
field of music (Sugam Sangeet),
Bijay Kumar Jena for
Dance(Music for Dance) and
Manoj Pattnaik in theatre cat-
egory. For the year 2020, Rabindra
Atibudhi (Odissi) and Trilochan
Mohanta (Chhau) were honoured
for their work in the field of
dance.

These honours not only sym-
bolise the highest standard of ex-

Wy
i

Manoj Pattnaik
cellence and achievement, but
also recognise sustained indi-
vidual work and contribution.
The honour carries a purse money
of %1,00,000/- besides a Tamrapatra
and Angavastram. The General
Council of Sangeet Natak
Akademi selected 128 artistes
from the field of Music, Dance,
Theatre, Traditional/Folk/Tribal

Trilochan Mohanta

' 7\
Rabindra Atibudhi
Music/Dance/Theatre, Puppetry
and Overall contribution/schol-
arship in the Performing Arts for
the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Awards for the years 2019, 2020
and 2021.

Speaking on the occasion, the
President said that the civilisation
showcases the material achieve-
ments of anation but intangible

‘\ R

Sushmita

¥

Bijay Jena

,Das =/

heritage reveals through its cul-
ture. “Culture is the real iden-
tity of a country. India’s unique
performing arts have kept our
incredible culture alive for cen-
turies. Our arts and artists are the
carriers of our rich cultural her-
itage. 'Unity in diversity' is the
biggest feature of our cultural
traditions,” she added.

Rakul addresses

25TH KALINGA NATYA MAHOTSAV

National theatre festival concludes with

wedding rumours

Mumbai: Actress Rakul Preet
Singh and producer Jackky
Bhagnani made their re-

Shakespearean play’s Bengali adaptation

lationship Instagram
official in 2021. The
producer wished
his ladylove on
her

31st
birthday
and
shared a
picture
of them
walk-
ing
hand-
in-
hand.
Since
then,
the cou
ple
often

November last year!

posts the most adorable pictures together.
Last year, rumours of Rakul Preet and
Jackky Bhagnani’s wedding had been doing
the rounds, and the actress shut down the
rumours by penning a hilarious tweet.
Now, once again, she has addressed spec-
ulations about her wedding, and joked that
they were supposed to get married in

In an interview with a portal, Rakul was
asked if she Googles her own name. She re-
vealed that articles about her are written
every week and that they come up on Google

Alerts. While speaking about this, she also

jokingly added that she was supposed to tie
the knot last year and that she wonders how
the wedding was. “That comes on Google
Alert (I do not have to search for it separately).
There are articles about me every week. By the
way, | was supposed to get married in November
last year. I just want to ask ‘how was it?’,” said
the De De Pyaar De actress.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar: Multilingual
national theatre festival Kalinga
Natya Mahotsav, organised by
one of City’s oldest theatre
troupes Satabdira Kalakar,
came to an end here at Rabindra
Mandap, Thursday.

Ebam Amra, a drama group
of West Bengal presented
Bengali play Neel Piriter Phool,
an adaptation of Shakespeare’s
famous humourous play A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, on
the last evening of the event.

Adapted and directed by
Kallol Bhatacharya, the play left
the audience in splits.

Artistes who spellbound the
audiences with their per-
formance included Tanushree
Bhattacharya, Titir Mukherijee,
Papia Sarkar, Rahul Chatterjee,
Sohini Karmakar, Tapas

A scene from Bengali play Neel Piriter Phool

Bhattacharya and Basudev
Goswami.

Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation Mayor Sulochana
Das, Odisha Sangeet Natak
Akademi President Aruna
Mohanty and Secretary
Prabodh Rath were among
the dignitaries who were pres-

OP PHOTO

e

ent on the occasion. Theatre

director Nalini Nihar Nayak
was presented with Satabdira
Kalakar Samman while
Trilochan Sahoo was con-
ferred with Lifetime
Achievement Award. Troupe’s
annual souvenir was released
on the occasion. PNN

India is everything to me: Akshay Kumar

Mumbai: Akshay Kumar, who has o
often faced criticism over his a -
Canadian citizenship, says India is 3
everything to him and he has al-
ready applied for a change of pass-
port. He feels bad when people say
things without knowing the reason
for him taking up Canadian citi-

zenship, said Akshay.

This was in the 1990s. The poor
box office performance of his films
pushed him to apply for Canadian citizenship,

recalled the Khiladi actor.

“I thought that ‘bhai, my films are not work-

ing and one has to work'. I went
there for work. My friend was in
Canada and he said, 'come here'.
Tapplied and I got in.

“I'had just two films left for re- -
lease and it is just Iuck that they
I both became superhit. My friend

((-'_‘,'a | said, ‘go back, start working again’.

—— I got some more films and I kept

= getting more work. I forgot that I
] “had the passport. I never thought
that I should get this passport changed but now

yes, I have applied to get my passport changed,”

Akshay explained.

AGENCIES
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SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a

manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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04 GREATEST OF THe
MASS MEDIA, THANK YOU
FOR ELEVATING EMOTION,
REDUCING THOUGHT, AND
STIFLING IMAGINATION.

THANK You FOR THE
ARTIFICIALITY OF QUICK
SOLUTIONS AND For THE
[NSIDIOUS  MANIPULATION
OF HUMAN DESIRES FOR
COMMERCIAL PURPOSES,

THIS BowL OF LUKEWARM

TAPIOCA REPRESENTS MY

BRAIN. T OFFER T IN

HUMBLE SACRIFICE. BESTOW

THY FLICKERING LIGHT
FOREVER .

9 6

~

-\I

Copyright ©2023 Puzzlalunclion. com

refresh your mood and energy. =]
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. Use of banned antibiotics and poisonous
chemicals in fish and prawn
. Cultivation raises alarm
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in the coastal enclave

DEADLY WEST BANK RAID

Palestinian militants in Gaza launch rockets at
southern Israel while Israeli aircraft strikes targets
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FITTING TRIBUTE: Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik after inaugurating Gopabandhu Museum at Suando in Sakhigopal

block of Puri, Thursday (Report P2)

OP PHOTO

Khera arrested for ‘remarks against PM’

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 23: Congress leader
Pawan Khera was Thursday ar-
rested by Assam Police and later re-
leased on an interim bail by the
Supreme Court in connection with
an FIR lodged over his alleged re-
marks against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the action coming
soon after he was deplaned from a
flight to Raipur where he was going
to attend the party's plenary session.
} Khera, who was in the headlines
this week for apparently fumbling
on the Prime Minister's father's
name during a press conference,
moved the Supreme Court to seek

Sura says goodbye
to electoral politics

Bhubaneswar: Veteran Congress
leader and six-time MLA Suresh
Routray Thursday announced his
retirement from electoral politics
and said his son, Manmath Routray,
would contest the next polls from
Jatni Assembly constituency.
Addressing a presser here, the 80-
}year-old senior Congress leader
said, “I will not contest elections
any more. However, my youngest
son Manmath Routray will contest
from Jatni constituency on a
Congress ticket.” Routray said that
he was a loyal Congress worker for
the past 55 years and had no
intention to change the party. As his
presser came barely a couple of
days after he met BJD president and
CM Naveen Patnaik, speculations
were rife that his son Manmath
may join the regional party.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

i-iave you ever sald
anything bad
about the PM?

relief in multiple FIRs against him
in Assam as well as in the Uttar
Pradesh towns of Varanasi and
Lucknow.A three-judge bench
headed by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud said that upon being

produced before the competent
magistrate in Delhi, Khera would
be released on interim bail.

“The above order will remain
operational till Tuesday (February
28),” the bench, also comprising
Justices M R Shah and P S
Narasimha, said and listed the mat-
ter for February 27.

Earlier in the day, Khera was ar-
rested at Delhi airport after being
deplaned from a flight to Raipur
in connection with his alleged re-
marks against Modi, made at a
press conference February 17 at
Mumbai. The Delhi Police said he
was detained at the request of the
Assam Police. MORE P5
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INDIA KNOCKED OUT

India lose to Australia by a narrow five-run
margin in the semifinal to bow out of

the ICC Women’s T20 WC BAC!
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~ Survey pegs state’s

growth rate at 7.8%

Per capita income stands at %1,50,676 as against natl average of %1,70,620

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 23: Odisha’s
economy is estimated to grow at 7.8
per cent in real terms by the end
of current financial year (FY) 2022-
23 against the national rate of
7 per cent.

This was revealed in Odisha
Economic Survey Report for FY
2022-23 that was laid before
Assembly Thursday.

In 2022-23, the state's economy is
expected to grow at 7.8 per cent
which is higher than pre-Covid av-
erage growth of 7.1 per cent (2012-
13 t0 2019-20) in real terms.

The survey report also said,
“The state economy is poised to
grow at 8 per cent to 8.5 per cent in
real terms in 2023-24 by harnessing
human, natural, and financial re-
sources and strengthening the pro-
ductive base of the economy.”

The state’s growth resilience is
reflected in its average medium-
term growth rate of 7.9 per cent
from 2013-14 to 2021-22, leaving
aside the Covid year.

In nominal terms (growth in
current price), Odisha grew by a
rate of 23.5 per cent against the

Odisha (
Economic Survey >

national average of 19.5 per cent in
2021-22, it said.

State’s economy recovered from
Covid-19 induced economic shocks
in 2022-23. But, due to disruptions
in global supply chains, and up-
ward movement in energy and
other commodity prices, triggered
by Russia-Ukraine war, rate of in-
flation for F'Y 2022-23 has gone up.
In Odisha, the average inflation
till December 2022 was 6.56 per
cent higher than 3.7 per cent in

MAJOR TAKEAWAYS

m Agriculture sector is
expected to grow at
5.9%, industry sector
at 6.1% and service
sector at 8.8%

® Average inflation till
Dec 2022 was 6.56%

" m Outstanding debt
stands at 15.6% of
GSDP

.| m State’s total public
expenditure stands
at 21.3% of GSDP

2021-22, it said.

Agriculture and allied sectors em-
ploy more than 40 per cent of the
workforce, thus being the biggest
employment generating sector in
Odisha. This sector is expected to
grow at 5.9 per cent in FY 2022-23
as against 3.5 per cent at all-India
level.

Due to proactive measures of
the government, agriculture and al-
lied sector grew at nearly double the
rate than of all-India rate of 6.3

BUDGET TODAY

Finance Minister Niranjan
Pujari will present state’s
annual Budget for 2023-24 in
the Assembly Friday. The
Budget outlay was approved by
the Council of Ministers
February 13 this year.
According to sources, the total
size of the Budget will be
around %2.30 lakh crore -15 per
cent more than last full-fledged
Budget of 2 lakh crore. As this
will be the last full-fledged
Budget of the current
government, some new
schemes and programmes are
expected be announced during
its presentation in the House.

per cent in real terms in 2020-21.
Similarly, industry sector has
recorded the highest growth on
average in pre-Covid times (7 per
cent). However, in 2022-23, the in-
dustry sector is expected to grow
at 6.1 per cent, as per the report.

cm
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The third major sector, the serv- *

ices sector, is expected to grow at

8.8 per cent in 2022-23, higher than

pre-Covid average growth.
Contd...P2

Pramila pooh-poohs
Andhra intrusion

T

.
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BRevenue Minister Pramila
Mallik says Koraput district
administration has no info about
distribution of ration and
allowances by Andhra Pradesh
officials in Kotia in 2021

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 23: The state govern-
ment has no information about intrusion
by Andhra Pradesh officials into disputed
Kotia Gram Panchayat of Koraput district
in the year 2021, Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister Pramila Mallik said
in the Assembly, Thursday.

In a reply to an unstarred question by
Sundargarh legislator Kusum Tete, the
minister said the district administration
has no information about distribution of
ration and allowances by Andhra Pradesh
officials in Kotia in 2021. Mallik informed

WAR ANNIVERSARY

the House that the government is yet to get
information about construction of roads
by the neighbouring state in the
disputed area.

The state government will take im-
mediate action if such activities by the
Andhra Pradesh government come to
the fore, Mallik added.

The minister’s answer has surprised
many as there have been several media
reports including video footage about in-
trusion by Andhra Pradesh officials and
their deputy chief minister in the dis-
puted Kotia area.

The statement of the Revenue Minister
over Kotia and Andhra intrusion has sparked
a debate in Odisha.

Andhra and Odisha have been at log-
gerheads over territorial control of 21 of the
28 revenue villages in Kotia gram panchayat
for more than five decades.

As per reports, Andhra Deputy Chief
Minister Rajanna Dora Peedika had vis-
ited Kotia panchayat in October last year and
held meetings and discussions about his
government’s schemes with locals there.

Strongly opposing the visit, local BJD
MLA Pritam Padhi had cautioned the
neighbouring state against creating ten-
sion in Kotia area.

According to an official, Peedika had
visited Neradivalsa village under Kotia
panchayat and reviewed the status of
several welfare schemes launched by the
Andhra government.

PUTIN UPS NUCLEAR ANTE

Russian President Vladimir Putin announces plans to deploy new Sarmat multi-warhead
intercontinental ballistic missiles this year as the war against Ukraine completes one year

REUTERS

Kyiv, Feb 23: Ukraine said
Thursday that its forces had
repelled Russian assaults
along the length of the front-
line on the eve of the war’s an-
niversary, as President
Vladimir Putin, empty-handed
after a bloody winter offen-
sive, talked up Russia's nu-
clear arsenal.

After a series of strident
speeches in the run-up to the
anniversary of his invasion,
Putin announced plans

tercontinental ballistic mis-
siles this year. Earlier this
week he suspended Russia's

B Russia says it will

sea-based Zircon
hypersonic missiles

m Ukrainian forces repell
90 Russian attacks in
the northeast and east
over the past 24 hours

“As before, we will pay in-
creased attention to strength-
ening the nuclear triad,” said

and in the air. “We will con-
tinue mass production of air-

said in the remarks issued by
the Kremlin early Thursday.

Ukraine and its Western
allies have brushed off the
nuclear posturing as a di-
version from a failing Russian
military campaign on the
ground, a year after Putin
launched the biggest land
war in Europe since World
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RAZING DOWN: An excavator deployed by BDA pulling down unauthorized structures at Laxmisagar in Bhubaneswar,

Thursday

Edu key for societal

emancipation: Guv

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 23: The KIIT
DU Thursday played host to the
prestigious Indian Universities
Forum conclave. Inaugurating the
event Governor Ganeshi Lal em-
phasised the value of education
for the emancipation of the masses.
The theme of the event was ‘opti-
mising learning landscape’.

“The purpose of education is
social upliftment, renouncing neg-
ativity and leading a fulfilling life
that transforms the earth into a

. heaven,” Lal said. Talking about the

=

.

virtues of peace and harmony in
society; he said that when the world
was busy in waging wars, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi remained
engaged in giving vaccines (to fight
the pandemic) and committed him-
self to spreading the message of
amity in society.

CLASSIFIED

By the virtue of an
affidavit Dt.14.02.2023
before Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, Kendrapara, I,
Punam Sharma, At-
Kajala, P.O./Dist.-
Kendrapara have changed
my name from Punam
Sharma to Punam Sahoo
according to my
husband’s surname, i.e.
Saswat Kumar Sahoo for
all future purposes.

LOST

I, Karna Biswal (47), S/o.
Muralidhar Biswal
presently R/o-
Dulkibandh, P.O.- Bijmara,
P.S.- Kalampur, Dist.-
Kalahandi presented a
written report at Jaipatna
Police Station vide GD.
No.042, dated 21.02.2023
along with an affidavit on
21.02.2023. While I was
returning from Jaipatna
to my show room at Kutru
Chhack on dated 12.02.2023
by motor cycle, on the way
near village Khaliabhata,
I have lost my bag wherein
I kept all original
document of my landed
property of my show
room bearing Regd. Sale
deed vide R.S.D.
No0.10901200067/2012,
dt.17.01.2012 and R.S.D.
No0.10901200068/2012,
dt.17.01.2012 of Mouza-
Dulkibandh. I searched
the said document but
could not find it out.
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KIIT and KISS Founder Achyuta
Samanta spoke about the trans-
formation of KIIT from a two-room
institute to becoming one of the
largest universities in the coun-
try and its contribution to tribal em-
powerment. He said that KIIT’s
education model is aligned towards
inclusive education where every stu-
dent is given equal opportunity to
excel in academics. “We are not
confined to education only, we are
serving the society as well,” he
said. The theme of the conference,
he added, is relevant, especially at
a time when the Covid pandemic
has brought major disruptions in
the academic landscape.

OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 23: The
Economic Offences Wing (EOW)
of Crime Branch has arrested three
persons including a retired em-
ployee of Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) on the charges
of involvement in an organised
land fraud case in the Capital city.
The accused persons Haladhar
Dash and Subadha Kumar Parida
were arrested by the EOW
Wednesday.

Thursday, the cops also appre-
hended one lady identified as
Mamata Parida who illegally sold
the landed plot at Malipada im-
personating the original owner.
The EOW registered the case
(7/2023) on the basis of the com-
plaint lodged by Lipika Das of
Nasadipur village in Kendrapada
district.

“Lipika is the bonafide owner of
the land plot in Phase-II of Vasanta
Vihar at Malipada Mouza, and the
ROR stands in her name.
Meanwhile, the accused Mamata
identifying herself as Lipika ille-
gally registered the plot in the

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 23: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
Thursday said his government is
working sincerely and dedicat-
edly towards the development of
the state in all sectors.

Replying to the motion of thanks
on Governor’s speech to Odisha
Assembly, Patnaik said, “Odisha is
being recognised as a role model in
many fields. We are on a journey
of significant growth and devel-
opment to make Odisha emerge
as a leading state in the country.”

The recently organised FIH
Men’s Hockey World Cup is an ex-
ample of the state’s capacity to
successfully organise mega events
involving multiple national and
international agencies, he said.

It is a matter of pride for all that
this was possible in spite of the chal-
lenges posed by Covid, adverse
weather conditions and supply as well
as logistics issues, he pointed out.

name of accused Haladhar at the
Sub Registrar’s office in
Khandagiri,” told a senior EOW
official.

Accused Mamata allegedly pre-
pared a false sale deed document
using a fake Aadhaar card and
other required documents. The
forged ID card had the image of
Mamata in place of Lipika while
the other details were same.

The information we have man-
aged to collect so far clearly in-
dicates that the above accused

Continued from P1

Putin ups nuclear ante

he last weeks have seen Russia

mount infantry assaults across
frozen ground in battles described by
both sides as the bloodiest of the
war.

Western officials said they be-
lieved Russia had planned an of-
fensive to capture new territory
ahead of the anniversary, using
hundreds of thousands of reservists
conscripted in recent months to
give Putin a victory to announce.

Moscow's forces have made
progress trying to encircle the
small city of Bakhmut, but have
failed to break through Ukrainian
lines to the north near Kremmina
and to the south at Vuhledar where
they have taken heavy losses as-
saulting across open ground into
the teeth of Ukrainian artillery.

Ukrainian forces repelled 90
Russian attacks in the northeast and
east over the past 24 hours, the
military said early Thursday.

Ukraine has shut some schools
for the war's anniversary in an-
ticipation that Moscow might
launch long-range missile attacks
to mark the date. But Kyiv offi-
cials said they believe Moscow no
longer has the capability for a dra-
matic show of force. “Nothing un-
usual will happen. Usual (Russian)
effort... A small missile strike is

planned,” Kyrylo Budanov, the
head of Ukraine's military intel-
ligence, told the Ukrainska Pravda
news website in an interview. “23-
24 (February), they have two dates.
Believe me, we have experienced
this more than 20 times,” he said.
Britain's military said in a daily
intelligence update that Moscow
could be planning another large-
scale assault on Vuhledar, despite
costly failed attacks there earlier
this month. It said last week that
two full brigades of thousands of
elite Russian marines had been
rendered combat ineffective be-
cause of massive losses there.
With no major battlefield victories
to report in time for the anniver-
sary, Putin has instead turned to
nuclear rhetoric, announcing in a
major speech on Tuesday that Russia
would suspend participation in the
New START arms control treaty.
The practical implications ap-
pear limited: inspections under the
treaty had already been halted over
the war. A senior defence official
said Moscow would stick to the
treaty's limits on missiles and con-
tinue to notify Washington when it
moves them. US President Joe Biden,
who upstaged Putin this week by
journeying unannounced to Kyiv
and then giving alandmark speech

of his own to a crowd in Warsaw,
called the suspension of START a "big
mistake" but said on Wednesday: “I
don't read into that that he's think-
ing of using nuclear weapons or
anythinglike that.” The RS-28 Sarmat
missiles, dubbed "Satan 2", whose de-
ployment Putin announced Thursday;
werefirst unveiled in 2018 and already
supposed to have been deployed last
year. Putin also promised to pro-
duce more hypersonic missiles,
which fly too fast to be shot down.
Russia is due to begin military ex-
ercises with China in South Africa
Friday and has sent a frigate equipped
with them Russia still controls nearly
a fifth of Ukraine, despite losing
swathes of territory in major bat-
tlefield setbacks last year after fail-
ing to capture Kyiv at the outset of
its "special military operation".
Tens of thousands of Ukrainian
civilians and troops on both sides
are believed to have died in the past
year. Russian artillery has destroyed
Ukrainian cities and set millions of
refugees to flight. Ukrainian troops
have stuck mainly to defence since
theirlast offensive in November, hop-
ing that Russian forces replenished
with reservists will be exhausted inat-
tacks. Kyiv has meanwhile received
pledges of Western weapons for a
planned counter-offensive later in 2023.

Survey pegs state’s growth rate at 7.8%

Similarly, state’s per capita in-
come (PCI) grew three times
between 2011-12 and 2022-23
while at national level, it grew
by 2.7 times.

The state’s PCI grew at an
annual compound rate of 10.9
per cent while national PCI
grew by 150 basis points lower
than that of Odisha during this
period, the report said.

The present (2022-23 annual es-

timation) PCI in the state is
%1,50,676 in current prices as
against the all-India average of
%1,70,620. However, within 7
years, the state has successively
reduced the gap between
Odisha’s per capita income and
per capita income at the na-
tional level from 31.6 per cent in
2015-16 to 12 per cent in 2022-23.

The state continues to be a
revenue surplus economy for

the last 17 years since the en-
actment of Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management
(FRBM) Act. Total outstanding
liabilities as percentage of GSDP
stood at 15.6 per cent in F'Y 2022-
23, it said. Odisha is among six
highest spending states in the coun-
try. In 2020-21, the total public ex-
penditure (revenue expenditure
plus capital outlay) of the state
was 21.3 per cent of GDP.

The CM also said that the Birsa
Munda Hockey Stadium in
Rourkela was completed within
just 15months. This has been recog-
nised by the Guinness Book of
World Records as world’s largest
fully-seated hockey stadium.

To attract investors, Naveen said,

EOW busts organised land scam in City

were involved in several such
fraud activities. We suspect this
is a tip of the iceberg. They used
to target gullible owners who own
plots in Capital city but residing
outside. Haladhara who was a
junior assistant in BMC has been
involved in such fraudulent ac-
tivities after his retirement. We
have received information re-
garding illegal registration of an-
other landed plot in the name of
Haladhar’s wife too,” the EOW
official added.

31,062cr nod for
health infra

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 23: Odisha gov-
ernment approved an annual ac-
tion plan of %1062.10 crore for
strengthening hospital infrastruc-
ture in the state, Thursday. The ap-
proved amount would be invested
in the construction of 863 projects
under Mukhya Mantri Swasthya
Seva Mission, informed Health and
Family welfare department.
While giving nod to the proposed
action plan, Health and Family
Welfare minister Nirajan Pujari
asked the department and Chief
District Medical Officers to “prior-
itize patient-centric basic infra-
structure in the hospitals”. Secretary
of the department Shalini Pandit
said, “Director of National Health
Mission along with directors of dif-
ferent state agencies have been asked
to expedite the process for obtaining
administrative approval against the
projects from authorities.”
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the state government has brought
anew Industrial Policy Resolution-
2022 for the next five years, which
will transform Odisha into an in-
dustrial hub in eastern India.
Stating that two new airports
at Rourkela and Jeypore have
been operationalised, the CM

~ CM: Govt working for devpt of all sectors -

said his government is going to
launch direct international flight
services to Dubai, Bangkok and
Singapore soon.

Patnaik further said his gov-
ernment is investing hugely in
agriculture and allied sectors and
water resources. A host of irriga-
tion projects are nearing comple-
tion and will be inaugurated this
year. The state has set a target to
ensure piped water supply to all
houses in the state by 2024, while
100 per cent household tap con-
nections will be covered in all
urban areas by December this year,
he informed.

“Odisha has been rated among
the top in the country in terms of
action against corruption. We are
committed to providing trans-
parent and effective delivery of
public services to the citizens,”
added the CM.

Opposition BJP and Congress
staged walkouts during the speech
of the Chief Minister in the House.

Naveen unveils statue of
Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Puri, Feb 23: Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik Thursday unveiled
a 15-foot-high statue of social re-
former and educationist Utkalmani
Gopabandhu Das at his birthplace
in Suando village of Puridistrict,
besides inaugurating a museum
there in his memory.

Describing him as a "'Yug Purush'
(great man of his era), Patnaik
said Das' contributions for the wel-
fare of Odisha will be remembered
for time immemorial.

The CM, on the occasion, vis-
ited all rooms of Suando Peeth,
the ancestral home of Dash which
has been transformed into a mu-
seum by the state government at an
investment of %25 crore.

He also inaugurated a Shiva tem-

ple and a pond at the village, where
work to build a circular road and
an information centre is under-
way. Addressing a function, Patnaik
said, "People of Odisha will re-
main indebted to Gopabandhu.
Sacrifices made by him and other
heroes, including Utkal Gourav
Madhusudan Das, Vyasa Kabi Fakir
Mohan Senapati, Swabhab Kabi
Gangadhar Meher, Shaheed
Laxman Naik, will always be re-
membered. They have brought
glory to the state."

Dash has been rightly given the
title 'utkalmani' as he happens to
be the gem of Odisha, Patnaik
noted.

"Pleasure is nothing, sacrifice is
great, service is best - this was the
motto of Gopabandhu. He will con-

e

tinue to inspire us," Patnaik added. -

SC sets aside Orissa HC
order, affirms Vig inquiry

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Feb 23: In a major
setback to MLA Pradeep Panigrahi,
the Supreme Court Thursday set
aside an order of Orissa High Court
that restrained the Vigilance de-
partment to probe corruption
charges against the legislator.

A two-judge bench headed by
Justice Ajay Rastogi held that the
division bench of Orissa High Court
had committed “manifest error”
by setting aside the order of Odisha
Lokayukta to conduct preliminary
inquiry against Gopalpur MLA.

“The action of the division bench
of the High Court indeed was in vi-
olation of the principles of natu-
ral justice,” the bench ruled after
noting that the High Court passed
the order without hearing the
Lokayukta.

The Lokayukta is empowered
to utilize services of any officer
and agency of government for the
purpose of preliminary inquiry,
the bench said, adding that the
Lokayukta hadn’t committed any
legal infirmity in the process of
conducting preliminary inquiry.

“The finding returned by the
Division Bench of the High Court
under the judgment impugned, in
our view, is not legally sustain-
able,” the apex court held. The
Supreme Court held that the plea
of bias filed by Pradeep Panigrahi
was “ill-founded” and the “prin-
ciples of bias, even remotely; are not
attracted in the present case”.

The apex court noted that the

PRADEEP
PANIGRAHI CASE

Deputy Superintendent of Police
of the Directorate of Vigilance has
submitted a complaint and the
Lokayukta directed the Directorate
of Vigilance to conduct a prelim-
inary inquiry which, in fact, was
conducted by a senior officer of
the department who submitted a re-
port to the appellant.

“We are not persuaded with the
submission of there being any bias
on the part of the Directorate of
Vigilance cell in conducting pre-
liminary inquiry for the reason
that the Officer who submitted a
complaint was simply an inform-
ant and not the person interested,
at the same time, preliminary in-
quiry was conducted by a different
Officer not connected with author
of the complaint, thus the plea of
bias was ill founded,” the bench said.

The bench also overruled the
objection of Panigrahi in refer-
ence to the locus standi of the
Lokayukta in filing appeal in the
apex court. The bench held that
being aggrieved by the judgment
of the High Court, the Lokayukta
can certainly question the legality
of the High Court order in the
Supreme Court.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-9090071530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317558, KIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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THERE AREN'T MANY
BOMB BLASTS THESE DAYS
BUT TERROR IS STILL THERE

ampant use of antibiotics
In fish farming raises alarm

USE OF 20 TYPES OF ANTIBIOTICS IN FISH AND PRAWN CULTIVATION
HAS BEEN BANNED BY F&ARD DEPARTMENT AND MPEDA

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paradip, Feb 23: Rampant use of
antibiotics and poisonous chemi-
cals in fish and prawn cultivation
has threatened to affect the lives of
thousands of fishermen in Odisha
coast while also bringing ecologi-
cal disaster in its wake.

This has happened as some farm-
ers are applying various antibi-
otics and chemicals in the ponds or
gheries to raise the fish and prawn
in a short period of time. Those are
exported to many European coun-
. tries for their high demand.

However, some European coun-
tries have banned the import of
fish and prawn from state due to pres-
ence of hazardous chemicals. When
consumed by people, the chemicals
in the food items result in anemia,
cancer, allergy, bone related dis-
eases, and intestinal diseases.

Concerned over the develop-
ment, the state Fisheries and
Animal Resources Development
department as well as the Marine
Products Export Development
Authority (MPEDA) has banned
the use of 20 types of antibiotics in
fish and prawn cultivation and
have insisted on safe cultivation.

Some of the banned drugs are
/ chloramphenicol, nitrofluorene
and the additives under them like
furazolidone, furaltadone, furil-
fauramide, nitrofurantoin, nifu-
ratel, nifurozyme and several other
antibiotics and chemicals.

Itis alleged that many fish farm-
ers in Odisha are using these banned
antibiotics to boost the growth of the
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fish and prawns. Coordinator
Gayadhar Jena of MPEDA con-
firmed that a ship carrying prawns
had to return from a foreign coun-
try without unloading the stocks
only for this reason in 2022.

However, the use of these an-
tibiotics allegedly goes on unabated
notwithstanding the ban order.
Moreover, these prawns are con-
sumed more in wedding feasts and
in other get-togethers.

A scientist Dr Ambika Prasad
Ray of Central Institute of
Freshwater Aquaculture (CIFA) at
Kaushalyaganga on Bhubaneswar
outskirts said that the remnants
of these antibiotics and chemicals
remain in the body of fish and
prawns after they are harvested.

Use of these antibiotics has been
banned considering their harm-
ful effects on human body. These an-
tibiotics get mixed in the blood
vessels of humans and result in
various diseases. The presence of
antibiotic like nitrofurantoin may
even give rise to dreaded diseases

like cancer, he added.

Moreover, the aquaculture farms
that have sprouted along the coast-
line over the past few years have also
polluted the rivers and creeks, poi-
soning the coastal waterways with
the excrement and waste water
from the farms.

The aquaculture farms demand
artificial feed, pesticides, chemi-
cal additives and antibiotics all
the time. Many other toxic sub-
stances and pesticides such as
malathion, parathion, azodin and
paraquat are used in large-scale
shrimp farming.

Other ill effects of prawn farm-
ing are the conversion of coastal
ecosystem into monoculture pro-
duction. Once the prawn farms
are abandoned, it is expensive to
make the land suitable for farming.

Alocal fish trader Paresh Mandal
said that the prawns produced here
are sold at 250 to ¥500 per kg in the
local market. Locals have demanded
aban on the cultivation of such fish
and prawns.

Bamra rly stn turns battlefield;
RPF resorts to mild lathicharge

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kuchinda, Feb 23: Bamra rail-
way station in Sambalpur district
turned into a battle field as agita-
tors clashed with police over can-
cellation of the stoppage of some
trains at the railway station,
Thursday. As a result, nine po-
licemen and six agitators were in-
jured in the incident.

The agitators had staged a rail
roko for 11 hours Wednesday de-
manding stoppage of express trains

at the railway station. The train
services resumed after a discus-
sion between the Chakradharpur
railway authorities and Bamra
Rail Action Committee.

However, cancellation of stoppage
of all the trains that were earlier
making a halt at the Bamra railway
station, Thursday sparked tension
among the railway users. Hundreds
of people waiting to board the
Rourkela-Bhubaneswar Intercity
were disappointed after the train
did not stop at the station, Thursday:

They ransacked and locked the
ticket counter and the panel room,
and drove the employees out. A
scuffle broke out after police tried
to clear the agitators from the sta-
tion premises. The scuffle led to a
clash between the agitators and
police. The Railway Protection
Force (RPF) resorted to mild-lath-
icharge to disperse the mob which
went berserk and pelted stones.
Some police vehicles have allegedly
been damaged in the stone pelt-
ing by the mob.

Vigilance raids
asst engineer

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Feb 23: After multiple
raids, the state Vigilance depart-
ment has taken Balasore East
Division-II assistant engineer Ajay
Kumar Senapati into custody for
amassment of disproportionate
assets (DA) at various places.

The Vigilance sleuths recovered
cash in lakhs from the Balasore
East Division-II office after raiding
twice in the last 14 months.
Reportedly, a peon Padmanabha
Swain from the same office was
caught December 3, 2021, while
taking a bribe of one lakh to clear
the paper of a contractor.

Suspecting amassment of dis-
proportionate assets, Vigilance
raided seven places including
Balasore, Puri, Khurda and the
ancestral properties of Senapati.
Senapati works as an estimator
and was transferred to Balasore
four months back, the report said.

Following the search warrant
ordered by a special judge of the
Bhubaneswar Vigilance team, a
four-member team including four
DSPs, 10 inspectors, and others
conducted the raid.

Raids took place in different
places including the Balasore office,
government quarters, a property
located near Madanmohan Road of
Harachandi Sahi in Puri, aflat on
the second floor of Anan Palm
Beach, a two-storey building in
Balugaon, a relative’s place in Tangi
and the ancestral home in
Bhagabati Sahi of Banapur.

During the raid, cash worth
%1,22,500, one four-wheeler; three two-
wheelers and jewellery have been
recovered. Further investigation is
going on, sources said.

Woman Kho Kho
player kills self

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jhumpura, Feb 23: A national
level junior Kho Kho player com-
mitted suicide by hanging at her res-
idence in Nayadhanurjayapur vil-
lage under Baria police limits in
Keonjhar district, Thursday.

The deceased was identified as
Manika Nayak, 17, a Plus II stu-
dent of Ukhunda College. She had
represented the state in the na-
tional junior level women’s Kho Kho
team and had bagged several awards
in individual and team categories.
She had recently displayed her ex-
emplary skill in the sport making
Odisha win in the Kho Kho tour-
nament held at Jharkhand.

However, allegedly due to some
domestic dispute she hanged her-
self from the ceiling fan at her res-
idence, Thursday. Family mem-
bers rushed her to the Jhrumpura
hospital where the doctors pro-
nounced her brought dead. Baria
IIC Vandana Patra launched an
investigation after the family mem-
bers lodged a complaint.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Tentulikhunti, Feb 23: With sum-
mer approaching fast, residents of
Malabandha under Dangasil rev-
enue village of Tentulikhunti block
in Nabarangpur are in dire straits
as there is no option left except a
small spring to quench their thirst.
The village folks depend solely on
asmall mountain spring flowing 500
metre away from the village.
While the government is busy
celebrating ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, it has failed to provide
a tube well for the people of
Malabandha. However the matter

Infra boost needed to turn
India into EV hub: Padmini

At a time when vehicle prices are rising with rise in
associated prices, the market for electric vehicles (EVs) is
slowly expanding but there is an urgent need for
infrastructure overhaul to support manufacturing

of such vehicles. Director of Koshala Automobiles
Padmini Panigrahi, in an interview with Orissa i
explains about the journey of Koshala Automobiles and the
challenges the industry is facing now. Excerpts...
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® What are the major
problems the automobile
industry is facing now?

= All automobile manufacturers
are currently facing shortage
of semiconductors. There has
been a sudden hike in vehicle
prices due to hike in associ-
ated prices and fees at various
stages like registration, tax,
insurance among other things.
Four companies have stopped
operations in our country since
2017. These include GM, Ford,
Harley Davidson and UM
Motorcycles. Customers are
more and more worried about
sustainability as fuel price has
been surging throughout the
year. Manufacturers are con-
sequently struggling to gen-
erate more eco-friendly ve-
hicles and to be more
competent in manufac-
turing. There have been
new regulations re-
garding customer pro-
tection, mandatory safety
features, old car scrap-
ping policies, which
have Kkept the |
industry people
occupied.

m How has been the
journey of Koshala
Automobiles so
far?

= It has been a won-
derful journey with
HMIL with both ups
and downs. Mutual co-
operation, coordina-
tion and support be-
tween the company and
the dealership still remain
strong, with both trying to
provide best services to the
customers and employees.

= How can the sales/ser-
vice in automobiles in-
dustry be improved?

m We can improve sales
by building trust with
customers, by creat-
ing social media pro-
files and participat-
ing in groups through
Facebook Business
Pages, and by pro-
viding unique offers
to attract customers.
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has never been able to grab the
attention of higher ups. Elections
come and go, but the problem never
goes, alleged villagers.

Moreover, the water is so dirty

We should also take initiatives
to share major portion of the
expenditure incurred by the
dealer principle and organise
events, mega camps, and in-
vest in things like innovative
advertisement strategies. And
we can improve supply chains
to prevent customers cancelling
their bookings. Similarly, to
improve service, we can up-
sell repairs, parts and acces-
sories, offer extended warranty;
hire people who are genuinely
happy to be dealers.

® Your take on India’s
objective to become a global
EV hub by 2026?
= Indian automobile industry
is the fifth largest in the
world and is expected
to become the third
largest by 2030.
Over the last
three years, 0.52
million EVs have
3 been registered
3 in India, ac-
< ordin g to
~ Ministry of
- | Heavy Industries.
Indian EV in-
dus-

= How would you reflect on

® Asaproud director of Koshala

try is slowly gathering mo-
mentum, supported by gov-
ernment initiatives and the
push from rise in crude oil
prices. However, a mass shift
from fossil fuel run vehicles to
EVsrequires expansion of in-
frastructure facilities, includ-
ing charging stations and ve-
hicles that could provide a
higher mileage. Several ini-
tiatives taken by the govern-
ment to support the manufac-
turing and adoption of EVsin
the country should help in
achieving the target of 100 per
cent EV adoption by 2030.

your experience as a dealer
principle?

Automobiles, Rourkela, I have
gained my strength and purpose
from my employees and our
valued customers, thanks to
their trust in us. As a recipro-
cation of love and care for them,
I have always tried to encour-
age them as much and as best
as possible. As a special support
to our employees and their fam-
ilies, we bear the education ex-
penses of their children for
the new academic session. At
Koshala Automobiles, we un-
derstand the fact that youth
are our nation builders. And
they must invest in quality ed-
ucation for a brighter future and
our responsibility is to sup-
port them. As far as our com-
mitment to gender equality
is concerned, we encourage

equal opportunity for men
and women. We believe in
women empowerment and
promoting women'’s sense of
self-worth, their ability to de-
termine their own choices and
their right to influence social
change for themselves and oth-
ers. Our initiative of encour-
aging women in vehicle clean-
ing service has been greatly
appreciated. Asa purpose-driven
employer, we believe when em-
ployees are taken care of at
their personal level, they are
likely to have stronger job per-
formance, job satisfaction,
and commitment to the
organisation.

and unsafe that apart from visi-
ble dust particles it often emanates
a foul smell. People are forced to
drink it as there is no other op-
tion available to them. Every now

and then, many get admitted to
hospitals every year contracting di-
arrhoea and other diseases. The
spring water gets polluted raising
the risks of such water-borne dis-
eases due to manmade and
natural reasons.

The scarcity of water will worsen
in the upcoming days. After wait-
ing for hours, the locals get to avail
abucket of water from the spring,
a villager said. Residents of the
village including Kishore Nayak,
Sadan Jani, Jadu Jani, Phulamati
Jani, Jamuli Jani, Mati Jani and
others demanded digging of a tube
well in their area.

For more defails,
visit hrtps://rbikehrahai.rbi.org.infdll
For feedback, write fo rbikehtahai@rbi.org.in
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‘ ‘ Change yourself if you
wish to change the
world.

THE MOTHER

Crisis of Oligarchy

ver the past two decades, Indian multi-billionaire Gautam Adani’s close
Oties to Prime Minister Narendra Modi have helped the Gujarati busi-

nessman become Asia’s wealthiest person. Adani’s meteoric rise,
which in some ways eclipsed that of his political mentor, also made him the
poster boy for India’s growth story - until allegations of fraud and stock ma-
nipulation brought his eponymous business empire to its knees. With his
conglomerate losing $110 billion in market value within days, Adani has be-
come a cautionary tale about the perils of cronyism in Modi’s India.

The partnership between Adani and Modi goes back to 2002, when Modi
—then Chief Minister of Gujarat -faced heavy criticism for failing to con-
tain anti-Muslim mobs that killed more than a thousand people in the state.
Following the massacre, Modi was barred from entering the United States
and largely abandoned by India’s business leaders. Adani, who continued
to support Modi and his Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), was handsomely re-
warded for his loyalty. Over the next decade, the Adani group grew at break-
neck speed, winning multiple state government contracts and expanding into
food imports and exports, coal trading and mining, power; oil and gas exploration,
and infrastructure.

Over the years, the relationship became increasingly symbiotic. When Modi
was elected prime minister in 2014, he flew to
Delhi on Adani’s private jet. Adani’s prox-
imity to Modi helped his companies win lu-
crative government contracts and public- and
private-sector loans for domestic and foreign
ventures, some of them highly controversial.
Again and again, the government relaxed reg-
ulations or amended rules in ways that ben-
efited Adani’s businesses. In 2017, for exam-
ple, the government designated Adani’s power
plant in Godda a special economic zone, al-
legedly tweaking the rules to give the group
a $60 million bonanza. In 2019, Modi’s gov-
ernment handed Adani the rights to operate
six newly privatised airports, despite the com-
pany’s utter lack of experience in the sector.

The Adani Group’s rapid growth, along
with a truly ambitious debt-driven invest-
ment programme enabled by spectacular
stock-price appreciation, made the company
the standard-bearer of the government’s cap-
ital-investment push, data-industry expan-
sion, and net-zero transition plans. In less
than a decade, Adani’s fortune grew from $7

Lavishing endless
financial benefits
and regulatory
dispensations on a
single oligarch, it
turns out, is

billion to $120 billion, making him the world’s not a reliable
third-richest person (until the group’s stock
. began to tumble in late January, shrinking his develo pme nt
7" net worth by half). strategy

As his economic power grew, Adani be-
came more aggressive in his efforts to suppress
criticism of his businesses and of Modli, filing multiple lawsuits against jour-
nalists and media outlets that reported on the authorities’ preferential treat-
ment of the Adani Group. Late last year, Adani launched a hostile takeover
of the Indian broadcaster NDTV, one of the very few remaining platforms
for critics of Modi.

For a while, it seemed that Adani could do no wrong. Despite concerns about
his empire’s debt-fueled growth and unrealistic stock valuation, his economic,
political, and media power - and the widespread perception that the Adani
Group’s success underlay India’s economic growth —made him seem unstoppable.

The illusion was shattered on January 24, when the short-selling firm
Hindenburg Research published a devastating report accusing the group of
“pulling the largest con in corporate history.” Following a two-year inves-
tigation, Hindenburg accused the conglomerate of engaging in a “brazen stock
manipulation and accounting fraud scheme over the course of decades,” point-
ing to 38 Mauritius-based shell companies that were allegedly used to ma-

 nipulate share prices and siphon money from publicly listed Adani Group
companies. While the Adani Group appealed to Indian nationalism, fram-
ing the Hindenburg report as a “calculated attack” on India’s independence,
institutions, and growth story, the market response has been swift and
lethal. In early February, Moody’s downgraded the ratings outlook for sev-
eral Adani Group companies and MSCI cut the weightings of four, compounding
the conglomerate’s troubles. And the rout continued even after the group an-
nounced several confidence-building measures, paying back loans worth $1.1
billion ahead of schedule, halving its revenue growth targets, and holding
off on planned capital expenditures.

Modi himself has remained silent, even as the country’s opposition par-
ties accuse him of cronyism. The government has claimed that India’s
“strong” regulatory agencies would deal with this scandal, though their per-
formance so far has been dismal. The Securities and Exchange Board of India,
accused of acting as a “silent operator” by several legislators, has issued a
tepid press release promising to investigate the allegations and giving the
Adani Group six months to respond. The agency did, however, look into the
fall in Adani Group stocks and corporate bonds, finding evidence that some
short-selling activity originated from outside the country.

Whether or not the Adani Group rebounds, its current troubles must be
regarded as an indictment of India’s overreliance on a few national cham-
pions to drive economic development. This strategy has failed to deliver broad-
based and inclusive development, leaving India with disappointing job
growth, declining consumption, falling investment rates, and environmen-
tal devastation. Instead of relying on industrial conglomerates, the gov-
ernment should use this moment as an opportunity to change course.
Encouraging small and medium-size companies and expanding social serv-
ices would boost job creation and improve economic sustainability.

While Modi’s popularity appears to be unaffected by the scandal, it is too
soon to assess the political fallout. Modi and the BJP have faced numerous
corruption scandals over the years and managed to overcome them all,
thanks to their remarkable control of the media. But Adani’s downfall could
be different, because it discredits a key tenet of Modi’s economic philoso-
phy. Lavishing endless financial benefits and regulatory dispensations on
a single oligarch, it turns out, is not a reliable development strategy.

The writer; Professor of Economics at the University of

Massachusetts Amherst, is a member of the UN Secretary-General's

High-Level Advisory Board on Effective Multilateralism.

WISDOM CORNER

“ Either you run the day or the day runs you.

JIM ROHN

“ Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.
CHARLES R. SWINDOLL

“ You cannot have a positive life and a negative mind.

WORDSWORTH
W Garbler

We now use this word only in reference to the current sense of the

verb to garble: to reproduce some message or information in a
confused or distorted way. But that’s a long way from its first sense in
English. The word ultimately derives, through Arabic and Italian, from
Latin cribrum, a sieve. Garble was a technical term in medieval commerce
throughout the Mediterranean, mainly within the spice trade. A garbler
was a person whose job was to sieve spices to remove the rubbish from

} them, the garble then being the rubbish itself. It appears for the first time
in English in Richard Hakluyt’s work The Principal Navigations, Voyages
and Discoveries of the English Nation in 1599.

JOYCE MEYER

FOCUS INFO-WAR

ECH THREAT TO DEMOCRACY

The Guardian and DeSpiegel, claims
to have exposed a team of free-
lance units based in Israel, which
disrupt elections and manipulate
public opinion using disinforma-
tion campaigns. Undercover re-
porters recorded a group of covert
cyber influence specialists as they
pitched their services for seeking
fresh business, which involve using
disinformation campaigns, false
intelligence, hacks and blackmail
to promote their clients’ interests.
The group, which calls itself ‘“Team

recent disconcerting re-
port based on an investi-
gation carried by 30 global
media outlets, including

&

The group, which calls itself ‘Team Jorge’,

claims to have worked on dozens of presidential

elections around the world and charges
multimillion-dollar fees

members of the clandestine group.
Some of it lines up with claims
Team Jorge made about team mem-
bers in calls with journalists. One
team member described his other
colleagues as former senior infor-
mation officers, former senior fi-
nancial information and warfare ex-
perts, and psychological warfare
specialists, all with intelligence
services background. Hanan indi-
cated that he had orchestrated lob-
bying operations in the US despite
not registering asa “foreign agent,”
as required by law. He said he
worked via consultants and com-
panies that are already registered,
and told reporters he had recently
set up a public relations firm called
Axiomatics to promote Team Jorge

with “existing lobby groups.”

Asad Mirza Jorge’, claims to have worked on
dozens of presidential elections
around the world and charges mul-

d th 1d and ch: ul

timillion-dollar fees.
THE AIMS Undercover journalists who car-
ried out the investigation included
SOFTWARE IS Gur Meggido (The Marker), Frederic
DESIGNED TO  Metezeau (Radio France), and Omer
CREATE Benjakob (Haaretz). The journalists
were part of a collaborative inves-
CONVINCING  tieation calle Stry Killrs, which
was coordinated by ‘Forbidden
AVATARS FOR Stories’ - an international consor-
SOCIAL MEDIA tium of investigative journalists
that pursue the work of journalists
CAMPAIGNS who have been killed or work under

threat. Asreported, the covert units
or contractors, used the pseudo-
nym ‘Team Jorge’ headed by Tal
Hanan, who previously worked as
an Israeli special forces operative,
and was apparently caught in an un-
dercover sting operation by the
journalists posing as potential
clients. However, Tal Hanan denies
any wrongdoing. But he allegedly
told the reporters that his unit’s
services were available to intelli-
gence agencies, political campaigns,
and private companies, and that
many European, African,
Americans well as Central and
South American clients had al-
ready used them around the globe.

Their modus operandi is said to
involve creating thousands of fake
social media profiles on Twitter,
LinkedIn, Facebook, Telegram,
Gmail, Instagram, and YouTube.
These fake accounts, which al-
legedly used profile pictures from
real social media accounts, were
also linked to credit cards and
could be used to create thousands

SPECTRUM NATION

Status of higher education

igher education has wit-
nessed considerable change

Bhaskar Nath Biswal

THE LAST FIVE
YEARS MARKED
CONSIDERABLE

GROWTH IN THE
NUMBER OF
UNIVERSITIES
ININDIA
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over the past decades with
increasing enrolment, student mo-
bility, research dynamics and tech-
nology. Some 235 million students
are enrolled in universities around
the world - anumber that has more
than doubled in 20 years. The last
five years marked considerable
growth in the number of universities
in India. The number of universi-
ties and colleges listed on AISHE por-
tal has increased from 864 in 2016-
17 to 1113 in 2020-21, i.e. almost
28.8% whereas the number of col-
leges has increased from 40,026 in
2016-17 t0 43,796 in 202021, i.e.9.4%.
The Education Ministry’s budget
allocation this year increased by
amarginal 8% from Z1.121akh crore
from %1.04 1akh crore in 2022-23. Of
this, the Department of School
Education is expected to get 368,804
crore and Department of Higher
Education 44,094 crore. Allocation
for higher education increased by
7.9% from 40,828 crore (BE) in
2022-23 to 344,094 crore in 2023-24. The
figures look good but the problems
faced by the higher education sec-
tor are numerous and much more
allocation is necessary to overcome
the problems identified by NEP
2020 and to materialise the recom-
mendations.

Butterfly capital

Sir, Assam is known all over the world for its one-horned rhinoceros and its
flavourful tea but only a few would be aware of the fact that Assam hosts about
50 per cent of the butterfly species found in India. There are about 1500 species
found in India and Assam hosts more than 700 of them making Assam, the but-
terfly capital of the nation. Butterflies are excellent indicators of biodiversity and
can serve as early warning signs of nature. The colour of their wings is not just
for aesthetic purposes, these wings tell a lot about what is happening in nature.
Butterflies prefer mild climates for laying eggs but as our country is lately expe-
riencing warmer autumn months, it is having a bad impact on their reproductive
cycle. In Assam, most of these species are found in the Bodoland territorial re-
gion and Raimona National Park is the preferred home of these beautiful crea-
tures as it hosts more than 150 species. Though Assam is the preferred home of
butterflies in India it has not yet accorded even the most common species like Peacock
Pansy a local name. So there is little or no sensitisation among people about
these beautiful creatures. There are also very scant researched materials on
these beautiful insects for reasons unknown. I urge the Central government to bring
out special grants for research on these beautiful creatures and also officially recog-

of bots that sent mass messages. In
one secretly filmed meeting quoted
by The Guardian, Hanan is seen
boasting that at present his team
is involved in one election in Aftrica,
besides two other teams in Greece
and the UAE. Boasting further, he
said that his team has so far de-
livered 33 presidential-level cam-
paigns globally, 27 of which were
successful. Hanan also reportedly
boasted to the undercover reporters
that he could hack the email and
messenger services of election
campaigners, and send messages
to their contacts designed to dam-
age their campaign.

The investigators found that
Team Jorge’s tech toolbox included
“a platform of influence” called
Advanced Impact Media Solutions
or AIMS, which Hanan claims to
have sold to the intelligence serv-
ices of more than 10 countries.
The AIMS software is designed
to create convincing avatars for so-
cial media campaigns. The avatars,
or bots, use stolen photos of real
people, operate on any social media
platform, and can be connected
tofunctioning Amazon and Bitcoin
accounts. Hanan told reporters
that they relied successfully on
imitating human behaviour.
Nowadays, most online accounts
require phone number and email
address verification to keep out bots
like those deployed by AIMS. But
to overcome that there are websites
available, which have been set up
specifically to allow one-off SMS-

Everyone talks about the im-
portance of higher education, all
over the world but the overall en-
rolment ratio is 40% with consid-
erable differences between countries
and regions. More than 6 million
students are pursuing their fur-
ther education abroad as their own
countries are not able to attract
them for pursuing higher education.
The dark side is that among the
world’s more than 82 million
refugees, only 5% of eligible youth
are enrolled in higher education.

The various problems of higher
education in India as listed by NEP
2020 are limited accessibility in
socio-economically disadvantaged
areas, limited teacher capacity; lim-
ited institutional autonomy;, lesser
emphasis on research activities,
adequate career management and
progression of faculty members,
sub-optimal governance and lead-
ership of HEIs, ineffective regu-
latory system and low standards of
undergraduate education.

To overcome the problems, NEP
2020 envisioned some key changes
like introduction of multidisci-
plinary universities and colleges,
moving towards a more multidis-
ciplinary undergraduate educa-
tion, provision for faculty and in-
stitutional autonomy, revamping of
curriculum, pedagogy, assessment,

nise Assam as the Butterfly Capital of the nation.

verification services, for 50 cents
or less. Many accounts such as
Gmail and WhatsApp can be reg-
istered with “verified” phone num-
bers. Apparently Team Jorge used
a service called SMSpva.com for
phone number verifications.

Keeping abreast of social media
platforms checks, AIMSrelied on res-
idential proxies toreroute internet
traffic from bots through peoples’
homes so it appeared authentic, in
order to avoid detection and shut-
downs by social media platformslike
Twitter and Facebook. This made
it difficult for social media plat-
forms to identify a coordinated dis-
information campaign. Verification
and analysis of the recorded con-
versations by reporting partners Le
Monde and The Guardian identi-
fied clusters of avatars, including
those seen in Hanan’s pitch pre-
sentations, that appeared to have
been used for coordinated Twitter
campaigns. Reporters found over
1,700 Twitter accounts connected
to 21 AIMS-related campaigns,
whose networks had produced tens
of thousands of tweets.

In December last, during an in-
person meeting with undercover re-
porters, Team Jorge showed off a
new capability of AIMS: Artificial
intelligence tools to generate fake
news using specified key words,
tone and topic. The identities of
Team Jorge members were
shrouded in secrecy but reporters
managed to piece together some
background information on some

and student support, reaffirming
institutional leadership positions,
establishment of a National
Research Foundation, governance
of HEIs by independent boards
having academic and administra-
tive autonomy, and increased access,
equity, and inclusion.

During 2020-21, 1113 Universities
were listed on the AISHE portal. Of
these, 235 belonged to Central gov-
ernment, 422 belonged to state gov-
ernments, 10 were government
aided deemed universities, and 446
were privately managed (unaided).
There are 43,796 colleges registered
under AISHE belonging to 314 uni-
versities. College density; i.e., the
number of colleges per lakh eligi-
ble population in the age-group 18-
23 years varies from 8 in Bihar to
62 in Karnataka as compared to
all India average of 31. Most of the
colleges run only under graduate
level programmes. Only 2.9% of
colleges run Ph.D. level programmes
and 55.2% of colleges run post
graduate level programmes. There
are 35.8% colleges, which run only
single programme, out of which
82.2% are privately managed.
Among these, 30.9% colleges run
B.Ed. courses only:.

If state wise number of colleges
is to be analysed, Uttar Pradesh
tops the list with 8114 colleges and

During calls with undercover

reporters, Team Jorge went into
specifics about the technology they
say the group uses to swing elections.
They added that they have six offices
and employ at least 100 people, em-
phasising that they draw on the
backgrounds of colleagues with
experience in the intelligence serv-
ices. This pushes Team Jorge’s ac-
tivities far beyond the realm of
public relations strategies that are
commonly deployed in elections.
Asfar asthe financial pickings are
concerned, Team Jorge told the re-
porters they would accept payments
in a variety of currencies, includ-
ing cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin,
or cash. He said he would charge be-
tween 6 million euros and 15 million
euros for interference in elections.

The information gleaned by the

investigative reporters points to one
rather disconcerting fact, that
there are people out there and
they would be there in future too,
who would always be ready to in-
terfere in other country’s inter-
nal affairs and ready to subterfuge
the democratic institutions.

But the bigger question is shall

we just ignore them calling it scal-
ing another frontier in the tech-
nology advancement or shall we
start a campaign to ban such ille-
gal and undesirable activities which
may one day be able to destabilise
the whole global democratic system?

The writer is a political
commentator based in
New Delhi. OIANS

for every one lakh population there
are 32 colleges. Similarly,
Maharashtra comes second with
4532 colleges and 34 colleges per
lakh population. Karnataka comes
third with 4233 colleges and 62 col-
leges per lakh population.

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in
higher education, estimated using
population projections based on
2011 Census for the 18-23 age group
at27.3 isfar lower in comparison to
global standards. For Scheduled
Castes it is 23.1 and for Scheduled
Tribes it is 18.9. GER for male pop-
ulation at all India level is 26.7
whereas for SC males it is 22.4 and
18.8for ST males. Similarly, GER for
female population at all India level
is 27.9 whereas for SC females it is
23.9 and for ST females it is 19.1.

Adequate funding is necessary
to improve the status of higher ed-
ucation and implement all recom-
mendations of NEP 2020. Apart
from funding methodology of im-
plementation assumes priority as
different states visualise higher
education from their local priori-
ties and formulate policies ac-
cordingly. A coordinated mecha-
nism is necessary to get
desired results.

The writer is Principal,
Nowrangpur College,
Nabarangpur:

Water security

Sir, Water scarcity, water conservation and
water security are important issues that have trou-
bled the globe in general and India in particu-
lar. Untreated sewage, solid wastes and industrial
emissions have polluted all types of water bod-
ies to a considerable extent. As a result, it is
hard to come by pure and adequate amount of
water. There is also the concern about depleting
groundwater due to cultivation of agricultural
crops. All this and more are basically due to
willful ignorance and lack of awareness among
the common man on ways to keep water clean
and potable. The ‘Jal Jan Abhiyan’ should, hope-
fully, create an environment where every citizen
of the country is aware and active when it comes
tosaving and consuming water. Attheend of the
day, judicious utilisation of water is the cor-—

nerstone for water security.

Noopur Baruah, TEZPUR

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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High drama as Khera nabbed on way to Raipur
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The Jammu "
‘ and Kashmir \
government .
should postpone the 1 7 =
imposition of - P
property tax for a ‘d

few years till the
economic situation in the union
territory improves

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 23: Congress
leader Pawan Khera was arrested
Thursday by Assam Police in con-
nection with an FIR over alleged
remarks against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, a day of high
drama that began with him being

GHULAM NABI AZAD | DPAP CHAIRMAN
Trust PM Modli -
and §

‘ Yediyurappa

once, and we (BJP)
will give such a
government that it
will rid Karnataka of
corruption and make it a number one
state in South India within five years

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

Amritpal’s supporters clash with police

deplaned from a flight to Raipur
and his party leaders protesting
on the tarmac.

Khera, who was in the headlines
this week for apparently fumbling
on the prime minister's father's
name during a press conference,
was released on interim bail till
February 28 by a Delhi court later
in the evening on the directions

of the Supreme Court.

He had moved the apex court to
seek relief in multiple FIRs against
him in Assam as well as in the
Uttar Pradesh towns of Varanasi
and Lucknow. After dictatingthe
order granting interim bail, Chief
Justice of India D Y Chandrachud,
apparently displeased with the
Congress leader's remarks, told
senior advocate A M Singhvi, who
was representing Khera, "We have
protected you (Khera) but there
has to be some level of discourse."

"He (Khera) has made statements
in a press conference. He has made
certain statements which I cannot
say in the court but I personally
would not have made," Singhvi,

The atrocities of the ruling YSRCP are
increasing by the day and the
dictatorial attitude of Chief Minister
Jagan Mohan Reddy is turning out to
be a major setback to democracy

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU |
TDP PRESIDENT

Congress leader Pawan Khera with other party leaders at a protest dharna at

the IGI Airport after he was allegedly deboarded from the plane owing to an
FIR against him in New Delhi

he was on his way to the
Chhattisgarh capital to attend the
party's plenary session, told re-

also Khera’s party colleague, said
in the apex court.
Khera, who was deplaned while

HUGE RELIEF

In a huge relief for former Jet Airways
Chairman Naresh Goyal and his wife
Anita Goyal, the Bombay High Court
Thursday quashed the Enforcement
Directorate (ED)'s case of money
laundering against the couple

porters outside the Dwarka court
in the evening that the law had
come to his rescue and he was
grateful the apex court had upheld
his liberties.

“I was asked to deplane as if I
was a terrorist. This isnot the only
example of people's rights being cur-
tailed... “They arrested me ille-
gally without serving me any no-
tice,” the Congress leader said.
Assam Police said in court that
Khera had used "derogatory re-
marks" against a democratically
elected prime minister.

His counsel argued that he had
apologised for his remarks on the
prime minister and the charges
against him do not require arrest.

The case against Khera was reg-
istered at the Haflong police station
in Assam under various sections
of the IPC, including 153 B (im-
putations, assertions prejudicial
to national interest), 500 (punish-
ment for defamation) and 504 (in-
tentional insult with intent to pro-
voke breach of peace).

"His (Khera) comments against
the PM is one part of the FIR.
There are other complaints also.
The case is registered under sev-
eral sections of the IPC," Dima
Hasao Superintendent of Police
Mayank Kumar told PTI. The com-
plaint, he said, had been filed on
Wednesday at the Haflong station
by a Samuel Changsan.
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Bank of India
Zonal Office, Star House, 1/1-D,
Nayapalli, Jayadev Vihar, Bhubaneswar - 15

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amritsar (Punjab), Feb 23: Radical
preacher Amritpal Singh's supporters,
some of them brandishing swords and
guns, broke though barricades and
stormed into a police station complex here
Thursday, camping there till they were
"assured" that an arrested man would be
released.

Three policemen were hurt during
the clash, officials said. A large police force
kept watch but refrained from taking
any action as the preacher, often de-
scribed as a Khalistan sympathiser; and
other protesters stayed put at the Ajnala
police station for hours.

Amritsar Police did not immediately
make it clear whether any case had been

"Gucci slippers recovered
from Sukesh’s jail cell

mer Religare promoter 1.
Malvinder Singh's wife by
posing as the Union home
and law secretaries. 2

Chandrashekhar, 33, was
taken into custody under

his supporters over Thursday's violence.
Earlier, they staged a protest in the mid-
dle of the road at Dhilwan toll plaza in
Kapurthala district when they were
stopped by police from marching to-
wards Amritsar.

Dubai-returned Amritpal Singh, who
heads an organisation called 'Waris

Punjab De', talked to reporters at the
police station, issuing an "ultimatum" for
the release of his supporter Toofan
Singh.

The preacher reportedly issued a
threat to Union Home Minister Amit
Shah recently, saying he will meet the
same fate as that of former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi.

A case was registered against Amritpal
Singh and his 30 supporters for allegedly
kidnapping and thrashing Barinder
Singh, aresident of Chamkaur Sahib in
Rupnagar district.

Barinder Singh, in his complaint, had
told police that Amritpal Singh's asso-
ciates had abducted him from Ajnala
and took him to an unknown place where
he was brutally thrashed.

POSSESSION NOTICE

[Rule-8(1)] of Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules - 2002

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Bank of India under the Securitization and Reconstruction

of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with
rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice calling upon the Borrower in the loan Account given
below to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice plus interest within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. The Borrower
having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower and the Public in general that the undersigned has taken
POSSESSION of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Sub-Section (4) of Section 13
of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The Borrower in particular and the public in general are
hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Bank of India, VSS
Nagar Branch for an amount mentioned below plus interest & expenses thereon. The Borrowers attention is invited to provisions
of Sub-Section (8) Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the Secured Assets.

BRANCH / Liabilities due ~|Date of Demand Description of the
Name and Address : Notice / Date of
of the Borrower as per notice P sion Immovable Property

At/P.O.:

VS S NAGAR BRANCH /
Borrower: Shri Rajib Kumar
Rout, S/o.: Satrughna Rout,

Balasore, Pin-756042

¥ 20,59,378.06
as on 06.02.2022 +
Interest & expenses
thereon

Bahanaga, Dist:

13.12.2022

All that part and parcel of the property consisting of Khata No.:
813/2226, Plot No.: 650/6163 (0.014 dec.) & 649/6162 (0.013

! dec.), Total Area: 0.027 dec., Kissam: Gharabari at Mouza:

20.02.2023 |Baramunda, P.S.: Khan

dagiri, SRO: Bhubaneswar, Tahasil:

Bhubaneswar, Dist: Khurda, standing in the name of Mr. Rajib
Kumar Rout, bounded by North: Road, South: Plot No.: 649(P) & Plot No.: 650(P), East: Plot No.: 649(P) & Road, West: Plot No.: 650(P)

NTPC Limited

(A Govt. of India Enterprise)

Registered Office Address : NTPC Bhawan, Core-7, SCOPE Complex,
T-Institutional Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110 003
Corporate Identification Number- L40101DL1975G0I007966
The applicant above named has made an application before the Central
Electricity Regulatory Commission, New Delhi for determination of tariff of
North Karanpura Super Thermal Power Project (3x660 MW) from
anticipated date of COD of Unit-1 (01.03.2023) to 31.03.2024.
. The beneficiaries of the generating station are:
a) Morth Bihar Power Distribution Company Ltd (NEPDCL)
Vidyut Bhawan, Bailey Road, Patna- 800021

Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 23.02.2023

Sd/- Authorised Officer, Bank of India

4 3t 3fean

Bank of India
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Bank of India

Bhubaneswar Zonal Office, Star House,
1/1D, Jayadev Vihar, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-751015

'POSSESSION NOTICE

[Rule-8 (1)] of Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules-2002

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Bank of India under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13 (2) read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notice calling upon the borrowers and guarantors in the loan account given below to repay
the amount mentioned in the Notice plus interest & expenses thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said

The borrower(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to borrowers, guarantors and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken possession of the property described here-in below in exercise of the powers conferred on him / her under
section 13 (4) of the said Act read with Rule-8 of the said Rules. The borrowers, guarantors in particular and the public in general are
hereby cautioned not to deal with the property & any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Bank of India, Ranihat
Branch for the amount stated below with interest thereon. The
Sub-section (8) of the Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to them, to redeem the secured assets.

orrower’s attention is invited to provisions of

otice.

criminal sections of the ) K Bhewan Baley Road, Pana 0002t RANIHAT BRANCH/ | Liabilities due [Date of Demand Description of
Prevention of Money yu N, baliey Road, Faina Name & Address of the Notice |Notice/ Date of
74 Laundering Act (PMLA) from c) Jharkhand Urja Vikas Nigam Limited Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) as per Notice |5 < o ccion Immovable Property/ies
local iail last week. A Delhi Engineering Building, HEC Township, Dhurwa, Ranchl-834004 Borrower: M/s. Bholeshankar | ¥15,49,737.02 All that part and parcel of the property consisting of situated at Khata
b alocaljail last week. A Delnl d) GRIDCO Ltd. 24, Janpath, Bhubaneswar — 751007 h : ; 09.09.2022 /
/8 1 o) WestBengal Sta'te E!ecméiw Rt i L Agencies, Prop.: Sri| + lntereil & 20.02.2023 No.: 1205/957, Plot No.: 1779/3836, Corresponds to Hal Khata No.: 355,
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Chandrashekhar Vidyut Bhawan, Block-DJ, Sector-Il, Salt Lake City, Kolkata — 700 091 Erlyak braLa Bas. s _ka(_)- e&penses thereon : Plot No._: 1??9, Correspondmglto Salbak Iﬂ_(hata N‘?“' 1079, Plot No.: EGBQ.
} . 3. Capacity of the generating station: 1980 MV (3X660 MW) arekrushna Das, Srikunja[Kissam: Gharabari-2, Ground Floor, Srikunja Apartment, Mali Sahi, Bajrakabati Road, Samanta Sahi,
. ) was taken into 4 Capital cost of the project: Rs 16019.17 Crores (as per 1st Quarter of 2014| | AP@rtment, Malisahi, Bajrakbati | Tahasil: Cuttack No.: 223, P.S.: Purighat, Thana No.: 2, Hal Mouza: Cuttack Sahar Unit 23, Samanta
New Delhi, Feb 23: The d d price level) Road, 4 CE““?SR'?%OOB Sahi, SRO: Cuttack, Dist.: Cuttack, Builtup Area of the Flatis 1120sqft., undivided proportionate share of
Delhi Prisons Department CUStO y Un er 5. Authority which has approved the Capital Cost: NTPC Board Of Directors g-u:ran DA. Srll eb?bﬁt?_ ahg, land Area: Ac.0.014dec., (3BHK flat at ground floor), in the name of Mr. Debabrata Das and Mr. Priyabrata
raided alleged conman  criminal sections of 6. Scheduled date of commercial operation (Unit1) : May'2019 B".(”Eéa“ Rparén%n i f'sa "'|Das, Bounded by North: Road, South: Jyoshna Mitra and others (Plot No.: 1779 Part), East: Trilochan
Sukesh Chandrashekhar's : 7. Anticipated Date of commercial operation (Unit 1) : 01.03.2023 I aROaY T8t N Mallik, West: Sukulata Sahoo and Bhikari Charan Nayak
i iJai . Capital cost on date of Anticipated Commercia ate: 23.02. , Place: Bhubaneswar uthorize icer, Bank of India
cell inMandoli Jailhereand ~ the Prevention of 8. Capital coston date of Anticipated C I Date: 23.02.2023, Place: Bhub Authorized Officer, Bank of Ind

recovered a pair of Gucci

Money Laundering o

operation of Station (Unit 1)

. 7341.5638 Cr*

Details of tariff.

slippers worth Rs 1.5 lakh Particul Voarwiss Garii moughitto be detennined ZONAL OFFICE: SAMBALPUR
and twojeans worth Rs 80,000,  ACt froma local — 2022_92:: —1 2225‘2?: —r 01.093;:;: s.fgﬂa aai l“di,]“ Bﬂ“l\ 2ND FLOOR, SHYAM ARCADE ’
officials said Thursday. jail last week (01.04.2023-| (Anticipated COD of KHETRAJPUR ’S AMBALPUR-7 :

CCTV footage of the op- 29.02.2024) | U#2) to 31.03.2024 J ) -768003,
eration being circulated on 1. Capacity Charges 1,26,735.56 | 126791.40 211454.85 a EQIGEEIS ALLAHABAD
social media platforms shows  court later sent him tonine- = féRs.Lakg:ear} - - = Sale of property/ies mortgaged to Bank under Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
Chandrashekhar weeping day ED custody. This is the ' (Paisohontyl of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 6(2) & 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
in front of jailor Deepak third money laundering case - i = - Whereas, the Authorized Officer of Indian Bank had taken possession of the following property/ies pursuant to the notice issued under Sec13(2)
Sharma. A senior official  in which the ED has arrgested ;22‘1’?55’;‘3;", i i s s of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 in the following loan account with

said the routine raid, which
included the Prisons
Department and other se-

curity personnel, was con-  th

Chandrashekhar. The other
two casesrelate to the conman
allegedly duping Aditi Singh,

{See

e-mail: zosambalpur @indianbank.co.in EEEITINEE NP PP

E-AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

proviso to rule 6(2) & 8(6) Sale Notice for

e wife of Malvinder Singh's 1.

# The Energy Charge rate for the month shall be based on fuel cost(s) and
GCV(s)for the month as per applicable CERC Regulation.
10. A copy of the application made for determination of tariff is posted on the
website of NTPC, namely www.ntpc.co.in under the Tab “Notices”.
The suggestions and objections, if any, on the proposals for determination of

right to sell the same on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS™, “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS” for realization of Bank's
dues plus interest as detailed hereunder and whereas consequent upon failure to repay the dues, the undersigned in exercise of power conferred
under Section 13(4) of the said Act proposes to realize the Bank’s dues by sale of the said property/ies. The Sale will be done by the
undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https:/Avww.mstcecommerce.com

BRANCH, Contact No. /

Date of Demand Notice /|Reserve Price

ducted on December 151ast.  brother Shivinder Singh, of tariff contained in the application be filed by any person, including the Sl Description of the Date of Possession/ | /EMD / Bid
The Enforcement Rs200crore andthepurg%orted beneficiary before the Secretary, Central Electricity Regulatory Commission, | [No. Name & Address of Borrowers / Guarantors / Immovable Properties Outstanding dues Increment
. T ’ . 3rd & 4th Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi - 110001, witha Mortgagors (As per 13(2) notice) Amount
Directorate (ED)hasrecently bribing of Election to the applicant within foublicati it
o ; SRy RIReMpliatwitin 29 S ot pUbNcE Y0 N von. 1. [NUAPADA BRANCH, Mob.: 9348010622 /(1) Allth d parcel of Land & Buildi

arrested Chandrashekhar ~ Commission officials to get _ (Prashant Chaturvedi) . ; MOD.- (1) Allthe part and parcel of Land & Buiding| 57 04 2018 /

i e money nder ALADVIG ok | [Pt rso ot Coumy | | Borover & oo . PlambarSahere, S st et S2151 PN | 160808/ 1441 Lok

i i i _ i 3 i axman era, - Aum a A ' mjhar, N . . 2 H o

ing case linked toduping for- - bolfor the VK Sasikala faction. Lending the Power Sectg;c 34126/12/0024/2223 Dist.: Nuapada, PIN-766111 Gharabari, Mouza: Domjhar, PS: Boden, a:i:’zg’zﬂg?égla /
Tahasil: Khariar, Dist.: Nuapada, Bounded by- East: Hari Bandhu Behera, West: Hari Bandhu| 4 further interest, | < 1+4° Lakhs
Behera, North: Road, South: Hari Bandhu Behera. (2) All the part and parcel of Land & Building costs. other /

Drunk man pees Tr@-a‘ Ha‘gaﬁﬂ ﬁm i ﬂ:"?a' constructed on Khata No.: 521/538, Plot No.: 492/4293, Area: Ac.0.14dec., Kisam: Berna, Mouza: charg;es and 70.10 Lakhs

: Domijhar, PS: Boden, Tahasil: Khariar, Dist.: Nuapada, Bounded by- East: Plot No. 492(F), West:
on woman’s seat G2Q /o= o ferrm wa v ferem, Road, North: Road, South: Plot No. 492(P). Sxpeniees thereon
gl m"" ~ b) WA 9T T SIS 98T 2. |JHARSUGUDA BRANCH, Mob.: 8349616900 /|All the part and parcel of Land & Building|  o7.03.2019 /
INDO-ASTAN NEWS SERVICE - ikl . . . . Borrower & Mortgagor: Smt. Shiv Kumari, W/o-|on Khata No.: 114, M.S. Plot No.: 3839| 4, 559019/ 223,57 Lakhs
B . sma g &= National Innovation Foundation - India Kanhalyalal Choudhury / Borrower: Sri Kun] Bihar|(P).  Area:  Ac.0.04dec., Mouzai| gy igreg | <2257 Lakhs

Bangalore, Feb 23: The Singh, S/o- Sri Ram Deo Singh, C/o- Byas Sharma /|Jharsuguda Town Unit-1, Ekatali, PO: el

Karnataka Road Autonomous Bﬂdv of the Depaﬂmem of Guarantor: Sri Kanhaiyalal Choudhury. Slo- Late|Ekatali, PS/Tahasil/Dist.: Jharsuguda, is}.?:ng?ﬂf;g:? ¥2.36 Lakhs

Transport Corporation Science and Technology, Govt. of India JMhaafEL" u%';mg?;uvrﬂh ;Isluarlxjed:t:m(r)\lh_g\é\rgéoﬁara, PO: (Es;g:g;ad SbgL mgng;ﬁa;o; IF;ItotNl\éo. gggg el bl /

(KSRTC) is mulling lodg- il Ll : ' ' charges and | ¥0.10 Lakhs

ing a complaint against
aman, who urinatedona
woman co-passenger’s seat
in an inebriated state
while travelling in a gov-
ernment bus, sources said
Thursday:.

The incident involving
a 32-year-old man, a me-
chanical engineer, took
place February 21 inanon-
sleeper bus en-route to
Mangaluru from
Vijayapura. In a statement
on Thursday, the KSRTC
said that the driver and
conductor tried to get the
information about the pas-
senger who had urinated
in the bus. But the accused
apologised and did not dis-
close his personal details.
As the woman passenger
refused to register a com-
plaint, the bus continued

The 13th National Biennial Competition for

Green Grassroots Unaided Technological X
Innovations and Traditional Knowledge

National Innovation Foundation - India, an autonomous body of the Department of Science
and Technology of the Government of India, invites grassroots innovators, school students,
school dropouts, people in employment or self-employed to submit their original technological
innovations, creative ideas, or traditional knowledge for the 13th National Biennial Competition
until March 31, 2023.
The innovations can be in the field of agriculture, engineering, health, energy, household or
utility, transportation, livestock etc. leading to the reduction in drudgery, livelihood generation,
development of plant varieties or herbal remedies for human/ animal/farming problems or
any other low cost sustainable green technologies. Applicants may win prizes ranging from
Rs.10,000 to Rs.7,50,000 as well as incubation support for unaided, scientific, novel and useful
innovations and outstanding traditional knowledge.

The entries along with educational and occupational details may be sent to the

following address through email or post:
National Innovation Foundation - India

Amrapur, Gandhinagar-Mahudi Road, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 382650

Tel: 02764 -261134/ 35/ 36/ 37/ 38 Email: campaign@nifindia.org
Note: People with professional background/experience and students enrolled
in professional courses are not eligible for any support/recognition. For
detailed eligibility criteria and competition guidelines,

please visit website: www.nif.org.in

CBC 36118/12/0007/2223

(Layout Plot No. 76), East: Part of Plot No. 3839 (Layout Plot No. 83), West: Part of Plot No.

3839 (Layout Plot No. 81)

expenses thereon

ROURKELA BRANCH, Mob.: 9564069389 /

All undivided, indivisible, proportionate

Borrower: M/s. Decor, Prop.: Mr. Fahim Uddin,
S/o- Taj Mohammad, At: Shop No.: 7, Hotel
Chandralok, Near Big Bazar, Main Road, P.Q./P.S.:
Rourkela, Dist.: Sundargarh-769001 / Borrower &
Mortgagor: Sri Fahim Uddin, S/o- Taj Mohammad,
At: House No.: 123, Main Road, P.O./P.5.: Rourkela,
Dist.: Sundargarh, PIN-769001 / Guarantor &
Mortgagor: Sri Mohammad Rasid, S/o- Taj
Mohammad, At: House No.: 123, Main Road, P.O/P.S.:

Rourkela, Dist.: Sundargarh, PIN-769001

share of the Land measuring an Area:
Ac.0.002res out of balance land Measuring
Area: Ac.0.150res out of Ac.0.610res,
Khata No.: 492/644, Plot No.: 480/2684,
Mouza: Rourkela Town Unit-35, Razak
Talkies Complex, PS: Thana No. 4 Plant
Side, Dist.: Sundargarh, Kissam:
Gharabari, in the name of Sri Fahim Uddin
and Sri Mohammad Rasid with structure
and the right of usage along with Shop No.

7 in the Ground Floor of Constructed area of 370 sqft. and the adjacent room of covering Area: 45
sqft. floor area totaling to 415 sqft. Bounded by- East: Main Road, West: Stair Case, North: 5 ft.

Gali, South: Main Road, Rourkela.

25.11.2022
/
“‘-02,-2023 %36.80 Lakhs|
/
¥20,44,247.63

as on 21,02.2023 “-'53}‘-3“*‘5
+ further interest,

costs, other %0.10 Lakhs

charges and
expenses thereon

DATE AND TIME OF E-AUCTION:

27.03.2023 from 11.00 AM to 05.00 PM with unlimited extension of 10 Minutes duration

LAST DATE AND TIME FOR SUBMISSION OF EMD AND DOCUMENTS ON OR BEFORE 24.03.2023 upto 05.30 PM by online

Date & Time of Inspection of Properties: 23.03.2023 between 11.00 AM to 05.00 PM
(with prior appointment from bank) at their own expenses. |

Details

of Encumbrances if any: Nil

For Registration and Login and Bidding Rules visit: (1) https:/www.indianbank.co.in (2) https://www.ibapi.in
(3) https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/ibapifindex.jsp

Statutory 30 days sale notice under Rule 8(6) / Rule 9(1) Rule of Statutory Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

This may also be treated as notice u/r 8(6) / Rule 9(1) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 to the borrower’s,
guarantor’s and mortgagor's of the said loan about the holding of E-Auction Sale on the above mentioned date.

Place: Sambalpur, Date: 23.02.2023

Sd/-Authorised Officer, Indian Bank

with the scheduled journey.
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Pawan Khera a new
example of Prime .
Minister Narendra -
Modi's politics of
vendetta, harassment and
intimidation

JAIRAM RAMESH |

CONGRESS GENERAL SECRETARY

No country is TN
‘ ever going to ' =3
come out of a 'q#
™

‘ Police action - N
against party : \
spokesperson [u_‘ﬁ oy !

difficult situation and
become a prosperous
power if its basic
industry is terrorism

S JAISHANKAR |
INDIA'S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER

The
‘ government of

India's welfare
schemes should also
be extended to the
large Tibetan
community living in :
different parts of the country

KIREN RUJJU I UNION MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

I Kesavan quits Cong

Chennai: CR Kesavan, the
great grandson of India's first
Governor General C.
Rajagopalachari, Thursday
resigned from the Congress
party. In a letter to AICC
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
he said that he has not seen
any "vestiges of the values"
that made him work for the
party for the last two decades.
In the letter to the party
national president, he said
that he had declined a
national level organisational
responsibility and did not
participate in the Bharat Jodo
Yatra as he cannot stand with
what the party presently
symbolises.

......................................

M 5killed in accident

Chennai: Five people,
including a three-month-old
infant, were killed and seven
others injured in a road
accident in Tamil Nadu's
Krishnagiri district Thursday.
The accident occurred when a
tractor carrying 12 people,
was travelling from Savalur
village to Devakota in Andhra
Pradesh for farm work was hit
by a Bengaluru-bound
passenger bus. Of the injured
persons, some were taken to
the Krishnagiri government
medical college hospital while
others to the Kaveripattanam
PHC.

......................................

B Gold recovered

Hyderabad: Customs officials
at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport in
Hyderabad have recovered
gold jewellery worth Rs 7.89
crore from 23 women
passengers who arrived from
Sudan via Sharjah, officials
said on Thursday. On personal
search of the women, who all
arrived on Wednesday, and
their luggage, a total of
14,906.3 grams of gold was
recovered. This comprised
14,415 grams of 22 carat gold
and 491 grams of 24 carat
gold.

......................................

B Man shot dead

New Delhi: A 42-year-old man
was shot dead in Delhi's
Ghevra Industrial area on
Thursday, an official said. The
deceased has been identified
as Narender alias Nandu, a
resident of Mundka village,
the police said, adding that a
manhunt is underway to nab
the accused.

......................................

M Six arrested

New Delhi: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
has arrested six persons,
including a close associate of
Canada-based designated
terrorist Arshdeep Singh alias
Arsh Dalla, in connection with
the Gangster-terrorist case, an
official said Thursday. The
arrested Khalistani terrorist
has been identified as Lucky
Khokhar alias Denis. Recently,
raids were conducted at 76
locations across the nation
which led to the arrests.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Feb 23: K Palaniswami
Thursday cleared what seems to be
the final legal hurdle towards his
elevation to the powerful General
Secretary post of the ATADMK in
Tamil Nadu, winning another bout
with his now beleaguered rival O
Panneerselvam after the Supreme
Court green flagged his continua-
tion as the interim chief of the op-
position party.

It is now only a matter of time
before the 68 year-old leader is for-
mally elected general secretary, a
post last occupied by the late J
Jayalalithaa and the formalities
for this would be soon discussed and
decided upon by the senior
ATADMK functionaries.

Palaniswami said "dharma, jus-
tice and truth" have won follow-
ing the SC ruling today. On the
other side, the apex court verdict
cast a shadow on the political fu-
ture of Panneerselvam, but his
supporters are confident he will
raise like a 'phoenix, the mythical
bird that rose from the ashes, al-
though almost the entire ATADMK
rank and file now seems to rally be-
hind EPS, as Palaniswami is known.

The apex court ruling was a re-
sult of the 'divinity' of party stal-
warts, the late Chief Ministers M
G Ramachandran (MGR) and J
Jayalalithaa, Palaniswami said at
a mass wedding ceremony in
Madurai. ATADMK's win in the
legal battle was due to the blessings'
and ‘grace’ of MGR and Jayalalithaa,
even as he prayed to them for a
favourable verdict while garland-
ing their statues at a shrine con-
structed by a senior party func-

t‘f‘
—

There is no
coordination

being done by Delhi

AKHILESH YADAV I
SAMAJWADI PARTY PRESIDENT

he apex court ruling was a result of

the 'divinity' of party stalwarts, the
late Chief Ministers M G
Ramachandran (MGR) and J
Jayalalithaa, Palaniswami said at a
mass wedding ceremony in Madurai

I naveiled attack at Panneerselvam, \\

a grinning Palaniswami said some
Ettappars (a Tamil reference to
betrayers) who worked as DMK's B-
team and wanted to finish off the
AIADMK have been unmasked today

tionary in the temple town,
Palaniswami said.

He described the SC verdict as
"great" and "historic" and indi-
cated that he or his party had noth-
ing to do with Panneerselvam any-
more."The temple is one with
devotion. Both leaders blessed us
and within minutes there was a
fantastic news (the SC verdict).. It
was due to the blessings of powerful
leaders (who are like) gods,"
Palaniswami said.

In a veiled attack at
Panneerselvam, a grinning
Palaniswami said "some Ettappars
(a Tamil reference to betrayers)
who worked as DMK's B-team and
wanted to finish off the ATADMK

Row between Guy,
Mann intensifies

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Feb 23: The row be-
tween Punjab Governor
Banwarilal Purohit and Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann wors-
ened Thursday with Purohit in-
dicating he is in no hurry to sum-
mon the Assembly's Budget
session, and reminding the CM
about his “derogatory” response
to a letter from Raj Bhavan.

Purohit's letter to CM Mann
comes two days after the Punjab
Cabinet decided to call the assem-
bly session from March 3 and re-
quested the governor to summon
the House. In his latest communi-
cation, Purohit told Mann that he
will take a call on summoning the
Budget session only after taking
legal advice on the CM's response
to the issues raised by him in an ear-
lier letter.

In that February 13 letter, the
governor had asked Mann to ex-
plain the process of selecting 36
government school principals for
atraining seminar held recently in
Singapore, and raised other issues

as well. Mann had responded that
he was only answerable to three
crore Punjabis, not to a Centre-ap-
pointed governor and also ques-
tioned the Centre's criteria for ap-
pointing governors.

Purohit called Mann's replies
not only “patently unconstitutional
but extremely derogatory also”,
saying he was compelled to take
legal advice. “Since your tweet and
letter both not only patently un-
constitutional but extremely deroga-
tory also, therefore, I am compelled
to take legal advice on this issue.
Only after gettinglegal advice, I will
take decision on your request,”
said Purohit in the new letter.

On February 13, Purohit had
questioned the selection of school
principals for a foreign trip for a
training seminar, saying he has
received complaints of "mal-
practices and illegalities". He had
also raised issues of "illegal" ap-
pointment of Punjab Agricultural
University vice-chancellor and
promotion of an IPS officer who
was shunted out for alleged
misconduct, among others.

have been unmasked today. Many
said ATADMK has no future (in
the wake of the 2021 electoral de-
feat and in-party squabbles), and all
that has ended with verdicts by
the Supreme Court and the High
Court," he said.

The top court earlier in the day
upheld the order of the Madras
High Court which allowed
Palaniswami to continue as the
interim general secretary of the
ATADMK, founded by the late chief
minister Ramachandran. It dis-
missed the petitions filed by
Panneerselvam.

The judgement came on a batch
of pleas concerning amendments
made to the party bylaws during the

Students play Holi in Kanpur

between the state government
and the Centre. Whatever
Delhi says is not followed here
and what Lucknow says is not

BENGAL STRICTURE

The West Bengal
Transport Department
Thursday announced that
commercial number
plates will be mandatory
for app-bikes in the state

July 11, 2022 general council meet-
ing. The AIADMK is no more "three
or four;" but was one united entity,
Palaniswami said, even as he exuded
confidence of the party winning
the February 27 Erode East bypoll,
the first such electoral excercise
after the DMK came to power in 2021.

Targeting his party's archrival,
the M K Stalin-led DMK,

- The
AIADMK works
for people, not for a
family. This is not a
family party but a
movement working for
people. Madurai soil
always brings good
news for AIADMK

K PALANISWAMI

Palaniswami said "when MGR
founded AIADMK, he said it is
being done to destroy the evil force
called DMK and he was steadfast
in opposing it till his last breath.

Amma (Jayalalithaa) tolerated
all the challenges and travails,
walked the path of MGR and kept
the evil force under control during
her regime. She once said in the
state Assembly that ATADMK will
continue to live for 100 years after
her. That has happened today," he
added.

"The AIADMK works for peo-
ple, not for a family. This is not a
family party but a movement work-
ing for people. Madurai soil always
brings good news for AIADMK.
Nobody can even dare touch his
party," the former CM said.

standing

New Delhi, Feb 23: The overnight
impasse in the election of standing
committee members of the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
continued Thursday morning as
the House was finally adjourned till
Friday, amid demands by the BJP
for fresh voting citing violation of
ballot secrecy by AAP councilors
carrying mobile phones while cast-
ing their votes.

The MCD House witnessed high
drama punctuated by as many as
15 adjournments since Wednesday
evening through the night till early
Thursday morning, with both AAP
and BJP councilors indulging in
brawls, slogan shouting and stay-
ing put in Civic Centre - the MCD
headquarters.

In a report submitted to AAP
mayor Shelly Oberoi and MCD
commissioner Gyanesh Bharti,
the secretary of the civic body rec-
ommended fresh elections citing
"badly bruised" election process. He
sought time for printing of new
set of ballot papers, saying tradi-
tionally the elections were held
with a stock of 300 ballot papers.

.
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Toddler bitten by dogs dies

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Surat, Feb 23: A two-year-old girl,
who was cornered by three to four
dogs and received 30 to 40 bites,
succumbed to her injuries at a gov-
ernment hospital in Surat Thursday.

Her father, Ravikumar Kahar,
said that he and his wife are daily
wage earners and live in a labour
colony near Diamond Bourse in
Khajod area. When the couple were

on work on Sunday, he received
word that dogs had bitten his two-
year-old daughter, returned home,
and rushed her to the government
hospital.

When the girl was brought in, she
had 30 to 40 dog bite marks on her
head, arms, and legs - even near her
Iungs and on her back, and some
wounds were quite deep, doctors
said. Doctors had carried out a
minor operation on the girl and

she was recovering after three days
of treatment, but succumbed, hos-
pital's resident medical officer, Dr
Ketan Nayak said.

The Surat Municipal Corporation
has hired a non-government hos-
pital for sterlisation of dogs and
daily 30 dogs are sterilised, the dog
population in the city is 20,000, and
the corporation is doing all that it
can do to control the dog menace,
Mayor Hemaliben Boghawala said.
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SC allows EPS to stay AIADMK Chief MCD fails to elect

committee

A video shared by

the AAP showed BJP
councillor Rekha Gupta
and other councillors on
the dais throwing away
things kept there

Meanwhile, videos of commotion
in the House with AAP councilors
getting physically engaged in the
ruckus went viral on social media.
A video shared by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) showed BJP coun-
cilor Rekha Gupta and other coun-
cilors on the dais throwing away
things kept there.

The BJP leaders, on the other
hand, shared a video claiming party
councilor Pramod Gupta was slapped
by AAP councilor Devender Kumar.
AAP convener and Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal could not attend
celebrations at the AAP office over
the victory of his party on mayor and
deputy mayor posts, as the DDU
Marg where it islocated near ITO was
heavily barricaded by police due to
a protest by the Delhi BJP.

Good Samaritan donates
15.31 crore for child

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 23: A couple from
Mumbai who recently shifted to
Kerala has received Rs 15.31 crore
from an anonymous donor to pur-
chase a life-saving drug for the treat-
ment of their 16-month-old son.
Marine Engineer Sarang Menon
and and Adithi Nair's son Nirvaan
was diagnosed with spinal mus-

cular atrophy (SMA) type 2, arare -

disease for which a key one-time
drug costs almost Rs 17.3 crore.

Donations began pouring after
a crowdfunding page was started
on Milaap.Org, but the identity of
the person who gave USD 1.4 mil-
lion, or Rs 15.31 crore, is unknown,
Nair told PTI. The target set by
Menon when the crowdfunding
page began was Rs 17.50 crore.

"We are happy this contribution
has taken us very close to our target.
I think we will manage to raise the
remaining amount on our own as well
as through relatives and friends,"
she said."However, it will take at
least 2-3 weeks for us to take Nirvaan
back to Mumbai due to some manda-
tory testing and the time required for
the arrival of the drug from the US
to Mumbai," Nair informed.

The family has already initiated
required communication with the
Union finance ministry and im-
port-export department for nec-
essary clearances for the drug. Dr
Neelu Desai, paediatric neurolo-
gist at Hinduja Hospital will be
treating Nirvaan. SMA is a group
of ailments in which specialised
nerve cells in the brain and spinal
cord, also called motor neurons,
that control movement in the arms,
legs, face, throat, tongue get killed.

Students rescued from Ukraine move to Russia for education

Several Indian medical students were left with no
choice after their evacuation from Ukraine and have
taken transfers to universities in other countries to
continue their studies

et

.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 23: From being a
student in a country which is bear-
ing the wrath of a brutal war to
studying in another that is re-
sponsible for this mayhem, Jisna
Jiji(25), a final-year medical student
who was among thousands evac-
uated from Ukraine nearly a year
ago, has ended up in Russia to com-
plete her education.

"Russia has been very welcom-
ing to us. It did not impose any
extra charges. We were allowed to

_| continue our studies and our hard

work has not been wasted," Jiji
told PTI over the phone. Hailing
from Kerala, Jiji is pursuing her
MBBS from the Northern State
Medical University in Russia's
Arkhangelsk.

Exactly a year ago, Jiji, who was
in her fifth year at a university in
Sumy in Ukraine, was looking for-
ward to completing her studies in
Ukraine and had no inkling that
2022 would be so tumultuous for her
and the country in which she was
studying.

The war waged by Russia took
everyone by surprise. Jiji along

with several hundred students took
an excruciating journey from Sumy
to western borders after the war
broke out in Ukraine. The students
were evacuated to India through
'Operation Ganga' conducted by

the Indian government.

More than 17,000 Indians, mostly
students, were evacuated from the
war-hit Ukraine under the mis-
sion. Several Indian medical stu-
dents were left with no choice after

their evacuation from Ukraine and
have taken transfers to universities
in other countries to continue their
studies.

Many have gone to Russia, Serbia,
Uzbekistan, and other European
countries. "The period after com-
ing to India was very uncertain. We
thought the war would end soon and
we will be able to return. However,
months passed and our student
coordinator was also not giving
straight answers," said Jiji.

Students have taken transfers
to other universities through the
academic mobility programme.
Last year in September; the Ministry
of External Affairs and the National
Medical Council (NMC) issued a no-
tice through which the NMC would
accept completion of their re-
maining courses in other coun-
tries (with the approval of the par-
ent university/institution in

Ukraine).

Jiji would complete her study
in July 2023. "There are around
150 students in Russia that [ know
who are from Ukraine. We took a
transfer. We came in October when
there was no hope left," she said.

A few of her acquaintances have
also gone back to Ukraine but she
believes hers was the best deci-
sion to come to Russia."Financially
and credibility-wise also, I feel this
was the best option. Students who
have gone back to Ukraine are still
struggling as they are facing sev-

eral kinds of issues like water -

shortage and power cuts," Jiji said.

Asked whether she feelssafein ¢

Russia, she replied in affirmation.
Several Russian universities have

welcomed Indian students from
Ukrainian medical universities.—

They put hoardings and banners
welcoming them.
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The Russian
‘ military is
struggling to

replace over 9,000
pieces of heavy
military equipment
that it has lost since
February 2022. It has suffered
production shut-downs at key
defence-industrial facilities. Further,
Russia's economy has become
increasingly isolated. Estimates
indicate that nearly a million
Russians may have left the country
last year. This is putting downward
pressure on its productive capacity
going forward

JANET YELLEN | US TREASURY SECRETARY

Some 10.03
‘ million people,

or 62.6 per cent
of the country's
population, have
benefited from the
clean-up of landmine
and explosive remnant of
war (ERW) contaminated
land in the last 30 years

HUN SEN | CAMBODIAN PM

‘ interference in
electionsis a

very serious issue

and Canada must be
on guard against it

JUSTIN TRUDEAU | CANADIAN PM

SHORT TAKES

M california may get
slammed by storm

Pierre (US): A brutal winter
storm that trapped drivers on
icy roads, blacked out
hundreds of thousands of
homes, grounded airplanes
and closed schools across
much of the country was
poised to slam California
Thursday. “We are in for a
VERY busy week!" the
National Weather Service
bureau in San Diego tweeted.
“We have issued warnings for
damaging winds, heavy
mountain snow, highly
hazardous boating conditions
and the list goes on."

Foreign

.......................................

5 killed, 48 missing
in mine collapse

Beijing: The death toll from
the collapse of an open-pit
coal mine in Alxa League in
north China's Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region has risen
to five, with 48 people still
missing, state-run China
Media Group reported
Thursday. The search and
rescue operation resumed
after they were interrupted by
a massive landslide at the
rescue site Wednesday. So
far, five people have been
confirmed dead, and 48 others
remained missing, the report
said. Six people who were
injured in the incident have
been taken to the hospital.

.......................................

Reporter killed while
covering a shooting

Los Angeles: A Florida
television station identified
Thursday a 24-year-old
reporter who was fatally
shot while covering a
shooting death in an
Orlando area
neighbourhood, as well as
its photojournalist who was
critically injured in the
rampage. Spectrum News 13
reporter Dylan Lyons and
photojournalist Jesse Walden
were in their unmarked news
vehicle on Wednesday
afternoon when a man
approached and shot them,
Orange County Sheriff John
Mina said in a news
conference. The man then
went to a nearby home where
he fatally shot a 9-year-old
girl and critically injured her
mother.

.......................................

Netanyahu gets
funding boost

Tel Aviv: An Israeli
parliamentary committee
Thursday approved new
funding for Benjamin
Netanyahu and his family,
giving the prime minister a
boost in personal spending at
a time when he is facing
mass protests over his
policies and as the economy
is on shaky ground.

A Ukrainian serviceman of the 68 OleksaA Dovbush hunting brigade, launches a drone at the frontline near Vuhledar, Ukraine

Javed Akhtar comes
under fire in Pakistan

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lahore, Feb 23: A statement made
by acclaimed Indian poet and writer
Javed Akhtar at the Faiz Festival
held in Lahore has Twitter in a
frenzy and countless Pakistani
celebrities have spoken up, con-
demning his statement.

During the festival, which went
on from February 17to 19, and days
following it, various celebrities
shared pictures and videos across
various social media platforms
sharing their excitement at being
honoured by Akhtar's presence at
the event, Geo News reported.

However; jubilations soon soured
asavideo clip of the Indian poet's
speech went viral on social media.
In the video, Akthar can be seen ac-
cusing Pakistan of allowing the
attackers of the 26/11 Mumbai at-
tacks “roam free” in the country.

The prolific Indian writer, while
addressing a session at the festival
said: "Tam from Bombay (Mumbai)
and I saw the attack on my city.
The attackers were neither from
Norway nor Eypgt. Those attack-
ers are still roaming around your
country. Therefore, if an Indian
has any grievance in their heart,
you should not be offended," Geo
News reported. As the video went
viral, numerous Pakistani celebri-
ties spoke up about the accusation
and condemned the implications.

&

Russia’s attack on

As | said from
day one,

NO LAYOFFS IN QUAKE ZONE

Turkey has launched a temporary

ANTONIO GUTERRES I UN
SECRETARY-GENERAL
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Gaza rockets, Israeli strikes
follow deadly West Bank raid

The bloodshed extends
one of the deadliest
periods in years in the
West Bank, where dozens
of Palestinians have been
killed by Israeli fire since
the start of the year

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tel Aviv, Feb 23: Palestinian mil-
itants in Gaza launched rockets at
southern Israel and Israeli aircraft
struck targets in the coastal en-
clave early Thursday after a gun-
battle triggered by an Israeli raid
in the occupied West Bank Killed
10 Palestinians.

Israeli aircraft then struck sev-
eral targets in northern and cen-
tral Gaza, including a weapons
manufacturing site and a military
compound belonging to the Hamas
militant group that rules the en-
clave. There were no reports of in-
juries in Israel or Gaza from the
rocket attacks or strikes.

The violence comes in the first
weeks of Israel's new far-right gov-
ernment, which has promised to
take a tough line against
Palestinians, and as security forces
step up arrestraids of wanted mil-
itants in the West Bank. Israel says
theraids—begun in the wake of a
series of deadly Palestinian attacks
last spring — are meant to dis-

MASSIVE QUAKE
HITS TAJIKISTAN

AGENCIES

Dushanbe, Feb 23: A 7.2-magni-
tude earthquake jolted Tajikistan
on Thursday and was also strongly
felt in China's Xinjiang region.

An official in the region told
Xinhua news agency that the earth-
quake across the border was felt
strongly, but no immediate reports
of casualties and losses have been
received yet.

Currently, power supply and
communication in Kashgar are
normal. Many counties and cities
in Kashgar and nearby areas are
within the 300-km radius of the
epicentre. A earthquake occured at
8.37 a.m., according to the China
Earthquake Networks Centre
(CENC). The epicentre was moni-
tored at 37.98 degrees north latitude
and 73.29 degrees east longitude, at
adepth of 10 km, according to the
CENC.

The territory is surrounded by
the towering Pamir Mountains
and is home to Lake Sarez. The
aquamarine-coloured body of water,
formed as a result of an earth-
quake in 1911, is among Tajikistan's
largest lakes.

Tajikistan is highly prone to
natural disasters and has along his-
tory of floods, earthquakes, land-
slides, avalanches and heavy snow-
falls.

Earlier this month, nine people
died in a February 15 avalanche in

\

Death toll from
Turkey tops 47K

Ankara: Turkish Interior
Minister Suleyman Soylu has
raised the number of fatalities
in Turkey from the magnitude
7.8 earthquake to 43,556. The
combined death toll in Turkey
and Syria now stands at 47,244.
Meanwhile, at least 164,000
buildings have either collapsed
or are so damaged that they
need to be demolished, said
Murat Kurum, Turkey's minister
for the environment and
urbanisation.

Gorno-Badakhshan, while another
person was Killed the same day in
an avalanche on a highway near the
capital Dushanbe.
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alestinian attacks on
Israelis in 2023 have killed
11 people

he Israeli military said

Palestinian militants fired
six rockets and two anti-
aircraft missiles from the Gaza

Strip toward the country's
south early Thursday

A

Air defences intercepted five
of the rockets and one landed
in an open field, according to the
military

he missiles did not hit their

targets. The attacks were not
immediately claimed by
Palestinian militant groups

mantle militant networks and thwart
future assaults. But the operations
have shown few signs of slowing the
violence and Wednesday's resulted
in one of the bloodiest battles in
nearly a year in the West Bank and
east Jerusalem, raising the likelihood
of further bloodshed.

“We have a clear policy: to strike
terror powerfully and to deepen
our roots in our land,” Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told
ameeting of his Cabinet. “We will

settle accounts with whoever harms
Israeli citizens.” Israeli police
stepped up security in sensitive
areas on Thursday, while Hamas
said its patience was “running
out.” Islamic Jihad, another mili-
tant group, vowed to retaliate.

A day after a raid in January
on the Jenin refugee camp in the
West Bank that killed 10
Palestinians, a Palestinian shot
and killed seven people outside a
synagogue in east Jerusalem.

country as well as in neighbouring
Syria, an official gazette said

Ukraine challenges the salary support scheme and banned job £ i
cornerstone principles cutsin sc_)uthern provinces hit by the A %lf
and values of our devas_tatmg February 6 earthq_uakes
multilateral system that killed over 42,000 people in the

Ukraine shuns OSCE
gathering in Vienna
over Russian presence

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Vienna, Feb 23: A meeting of the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe's parlia-
mentary assembly got underway
Thursday without the Ukrainian
delegation, which described the
presence of Russian lawmakers
as “an affront.”

Austria's government said that
as host nation it was obliged to
grant visas to representatives from
all OSCE member nations. Ukraine
said its delegates wouldn't attend
if the Russians were present, as did
Lithuania.

The Vienna-based OSCE, whose
57members include both Ukraine
and Russia, was created during
the Cold War as a platform for di-
alogue between East and West.

The group has a wide-ranging
mission, including peace, human
rights, arms control and other se-
curity issues.

Austria had a “duty not to slam
the door on diplomacy,” Wolfgang
Sobotka, the speaker of the Austrian
parliament said. “The OSCE, with
its inclusive approach and com-
prehensive security concept, can
and above all should be part of a
solution to this conflict.”

“I do sympathize with the fact
that some members find it un-
bearable to sit in the same room as
the aggressors,” the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly's presi-
dent, Margareta Cederfelt, told the
opening session. “But for those
present today, this is your oppor-
tunity to stand up for Ukraine and
to confront the lies from the ag-
gressors.” A Slovak delegate read

he two-day meeting of the

normally low-profile
assembly is coinciding with
the anniversary of Russia's
invasion of Ukraine

he attendance of the
Russian lawmakers has
overshadowed the event

Austria granted them visas
even though they are
under European Union
sanctions and despite protests
from 20 countries including
Britain, France and Canada

out a statement from the Ukrainian
delegation that said “the presence
of these warmongers in Vienna
isan affront to everything that the
OSCE stands for.”

“They are not here for genuine
dialogue nor for cooperation,” it
added. “They are here to spread
their propaganda ... They are here
to try and justify the war crimes
they have committed and dese-
crate the principles of interna-
tional law and human decency.”

During the session, some dele-
gates walked out as Russian law-
makers spoke.

Later Thursday, the head of the
U.S. Delegation, Sen. Ben Cardin,
told reporters in Vienna that the del-
egation supported excluding the
Russians from the meeting.

“We strongly believe that the
Russian parliamentarians, all of
whom have been sanctioned by

the United States, the six that are” -

here, should not have been per-
mitted visas to come to this meet-
ing," Cardin said.

Demonstrators protest in front of Hofburg Palace during an OSCE Parliamentary

Assembly, in Vienna, Austria

Why public health officials are
not panicked about bird flu

REUTERS

Chicago, Feb 23: A new strain of
bird flu that transmits easily among
wild birds has triggered an explo-
sive spread into new corners of
the globe, infecting and killing a va-
riety of mammals species and rais-
ingfears of a pandemic more lethal
than COVID-19.

But the very changes that have
allowed the virus to infect wild
birds so efficiently likely made it
harder to infect human cells, lead-
ing disease experts told Reuters.
Their views underpin global health
officials' assessments that the cur-
rent outbreak of H5N1 poses low
risk to people.

Unlike earlier outbreaks, this
subtype of H5NI1 is not causing
significant disease in people. So
far, only about a half dozen cases
have been reported to the World
Health Organization (WHO) in peo-
ple who had close contact with in-
fected birds, and most of those
have been mild.

“We think the risk to the public
is low,” Dr. Timothy Uyeki, chief
medical officer of the U.S. Center
for Disease Control and Prevention's
(CDC) Influenza Division, said in
an interview. The WHO expressed
asimilar view in an assessment ear-
lier this month.

The way this virus enters and in-
fects cells is one reason for the

B The new strain, called H5N1 clade 2.3.4.4b,
emerged in 2020 and has spread to many parts of
Africa, Asia and Europe as well as North and South
America, causing unprecedented numbers of
deaths among wild birds and domestic poultry

® The virus has also infected
mammals ranging from foxes
and grizzly bears to seals and
sea lions, likely from feeding
on diseased birds

muted concern, flu experts told
Reuters. They say the attributes
that have made this virus thrive in
wild birds likely make it less in-
fectious to people.

"It's clear that this is a very, very
successful virus for birds, and that
almost excludes it from being a
very, very successful virus in mam-
mals," said Richard Webby, direc-
tor of the WHO Collaborating
Center for Studies on the Ecology
of Influenza in Animals and Birds
at St. Jude Children's Hospital.
Experts see the spillover into mam-
mals as an early warning sign to

step up virus surveillance rather
than a signal of a new pandemic.

"Everybody take a breath," Dr.
Michael Osterholm, an infectious
disease expert at the University of
Minnesota who has tracked H5N1
since it first emerged in 1997, said
of those sounding alarm bells.
WHAT ABOUT THE MINKS?

What raised concern among vi-
rologists was a study published in
January in the medical journal
Eurosurveillance showing poten-
tial mammal-to-mammal trans-
mission of the virus on a mink
farm in Spain.

AP PHOTO

Biden nominates
Indian-American
Banga to head
World Bank

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Feb 23: President
Joe Biden Thursday announced
that the US is
nominating
Ajay Banga to
lead the World
Bank, saying |
the Indian- ) A
American busi- y
ness leader is e
uniquely )
equipped to {
Jead the global x
institution at
"this critical moment in history."

If confirmed by the World Bank
Board of Directors, Banga would
be the first-ever Indian-American
and Sikh-American to head ei-
ther of the two top international
financial institutions:
International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank.

Banga, 63, currently serves as
Vice Chairman at General Atlantic.
Previously, he was President and

CEO of Mastercard, leading the -

company through a strategic, tech-

nological and cultural transfor- ¢

mation. He was awarded the Padma
Shri in 2016.
"Ajay is uniquely equipped to

lead the World Bank at this criti-—

cal moment in history," President
Biden said in a statement.
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More than 9 million Ukrainians -
mostly women, children and the
elderly - made a similar journey
to Poland in the weeks and months
after the invasion. Many have
returned home, but around 1.5
million remain, according to Polish
Border Guard estimates. Since
the beginning of the war, 76,000
Ukrainians over the age of 60
have registered with the Polish
authorities - necessary for
refugees to access healthcare
and benefits. According to a
report nearly two-thirds of
respondents over the age of 55
said they would benefit from
support in dealing with a mental
condition that affected their
daily functioning.

SANCTIONS BY WEST
/

SIANC|T| ! O[N|Sk

While there has largely

been unity among Western
governments on the necessity to
punish Russia, there have been
differences in the lengths to
which countries are willing to
go. European and Asian
countries are more dependent
on Russian oil and natural gas
than was the US that made a ban
on Russian exports hard for the
alliance and forced compromises
that took months to forge.
Ultimately, the countries in
December settled on a $60 price
cap, which some critics said
came too late and was too high
to significantly hurt Russia.
Russia is also seeking deeper
ties with countries that have
refused to join the sanctions
effort. Its exports to Brazil,
China, India and Turkey have
increased by at least 50% since
the war started compared with
the previous year.

PEACEMAKER CHINA!

China’s effort to cast itself as a
peacemaker on Ukraine reflects
an aim to burnish its image rather
than a change of stance, Western
diplomats and analysts said, as
it seeks to establish itself as a
leader of a new multipolar world
order. Analysts say China’s
affirmation of its “rock solid”
relationship with Russia and the
backing of Russia’s line on the
war undermines its posture of
neutrality, as does a US assertion
that China was considering
providing weapons to Russia,
which China denies.

SOLDIERS ARE HERE,

THE CITIZENS OF OUR

COUNTRY ARE ALL
HERE PROTECTING OUR

INDEPENDENCE. WE UKRAINIANS
ARE A PEACEFUL NATION. BUT IF

WE REMAIN SILENT TODAY, WE
WILL BE GONE TOMORROW!

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY

WE ARE ALL HERE. OUR

OP SPECIAL

/ \

Exatly a ear

ago, Russia launched Europe’s
biggest war since WW II. Beyond Ukraine’s
borders, the invasion shattered European
security, redefined nations’ relations with one
another and frayed a tightly-woven global
economy. Despite world-wide efforts, peace still
remains a distant dream. Orissa POST takes
a deep look at the ongoing humanitarian crisis

From tents to tanks

heday after Russia invaded
Ukraine, the leaders of
NATO’s 30 member coun-
tries held an emergency
summit to address what they de-
scribed as the gravest threat to Euro-
Atlantic security in decades — the
launch of what would become the
biggest land war in Europe since 1945.

With massive displacement of
people, disrupted supply chains,
spiralling prices, major economies
driven to the brink of a collapse,
altered power dynamics between
leading nations, this war has had
a significant global impact that
continues to show its effect.

Absent the complete collapse of
either the Ukrainian or Russian
armed forces, the grim reality is that
the war will likely drag on
throughout 2023 - and potentially
beyond it. Conversely, for Russia
to turn the tide it will have to
dramatically reverse the abysmal
performance of its armed forces.
The recent spectacular failure of the
Russian assault on Vuhledar in
Ukraine's south east, seen by many
as the prelude to a Spring offensive,
doesn't bode well.

With an estimated 80 per cent
of Russia’s entire ground forces
now engaged in the conflict, plus
tens of thousands of newly
mobilised conscripts arriving at
the front, there’s mounting
pressure on those at the very top
of Russia’s military leadership to
achieve rapid results.

There’s no alternative value
proposition for Russia's political
elites to remove Putin, and the
personal risks for trying it remain
very high. For its part, Russian
society remains effectively apa-
thetic - if no longer very enthu-
siastic —about the war.

Now, Russia and China show-
cased their deepening ties in a se-
ries of meetings in Moscow closely
watched for signs that Beijing
might offer stronger support to
the Kremlin. Relations between
Russia and the West are at their
lowest point since the Cold War,
and ties between China and the

The global impact of Russia’s war in Ukraine
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ar has been a catastrophe
\/\/ for Ukraine and a crisis for
the globe. The world is a
more unstable and fearful place
since Russia invaded its neigh-
bour. Beyond Ukraine's borders,
the invasion shattered European se-
curity, redrew nations' relations
with one another and frayed a
tightly woven global economy.
ALLIANCES TESTED AND
TOUGHENED
Russian President Vladimir Putin
hoped the invasion would split the
West and weaken NATO. Instead,
the military alliance has been rein-
vigorated. A group set up to counter
the Soviet Union has a renewed
sense of purpose and two new as-
piring members in Finland and
Sweden, which ditched decades of
nonalignment and asked to join
NATO as protection against Russia.

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES

IN UKRAINE DURING RUSSIA’S INVASION

Most of the civilian casualties recorded were caused by the use of
explosive weapons with wide area effects, including shelling from heavy
artillery, multiple launch rocket systems, missiles and air strikes

8,006

KILLED
Civilians were
killed in their
homes and
while simply
trying to meet
their essential
needs, such as
collecting
water and
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OHCHR believes
that the actual
figures are
considerably
higher, as
the receipt of
information
from some
locations where
intense
hostilities have
been going on
has been
delayed
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Experts warn that the
conflict could drag on for

the West over Ukraine by  Russia’s invasionthat  years, and some fear it could
suspending alandmark  has killed tens of thou-  lead to a direct confronta-
nuclear arms control sands and reduced tion between Russia & NATO.
treaty, announcing that cities to ruins, both While Putin is determined to
new strategic systems sides are preparing for  achieve his goals, Ukraine &
had been put oncombat  a potentially even its allies are standing firm on
duty, and threateningto ~ more disastrous phase  preventing Russia from end-

resume nuclear tests

US are also under serious strain.

Yet that might change. Putin
can’t endure unscathed by
forever blaming the West, or
purging his security services for
his own bad choices.

His longevity has relied on
the bargain he made with
Russians: to protect them, and
offer them stable lives with grad-
ually improving living stan-
dards. In the last 12 months he
has broken both parts of that
bargain, drafting large numbers
of Russians to fight in Ukraine,
and causing tough sanctions in
response to his actions.
Meanwhile, Putin declared that

The 27-nation European Union has
hit Russia with tough sanctions
and sent Ukraine billions in support.
The war put Brexit squabbles into
perspective, thawing diplomatic
relations between the bloc and awk-
ward former member Britain. “The
EU is taking sanctions, quite seri-
ous sanctions, in the way that it
should. The US is back in Europe
with a vengeance in a way we never
thought it would be again,” said
defence analyst Michael Clarke,
former head of the Royal United
Services Institute think tank. NATO
member states have poured weapons
and equipment worth billions of
dollars into Ukraine. The alliance
has buttressed its eastern flank,
and the countries nearest to Ukraine
and Russia, including Poland and
the Baltic states, have persuaded
more hesitant NATO and European

that lies ahead

ing up with any of its land

Moscow was suspending its par-
ticipation in the New START

Union allies, potentially shifting
Europe's centre of power eastwards.
There are some cracks in the unity.
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban, Putin's closest ally in the EU,
has lobbied against sanctions on
Moscow, refused to send weapons

More disastrous
path could lie ahead

Ukraine’s ability to repel Russian
onslaughts and recapture territory
the extent to which Vladimir Putin
can command domestic obedience
and even of China's intentions, as it
mulls supplying Moscow with
weapons. How the war plays out in
2023 will also reveal how credible
the West’s determination to stand up
to bullies really is. Will it move fur-
ther towards supporting Kyiv by all
means necessary, revert to drip-
feeding its assistance, or give in to
apathy and war fatigue? At present,
Ukraine continues to have the upper
hand, even if Russia’s armed forces
have lately wrested back some
momentum. But in the coming
months, Kyiv will face two key chal-
lenges. First it will need to absorb
Russian attacks while conducting its
own offensive operations, which will
require Western heavy armour,
longer-range strike capabilities, and
possibly air power. Second, Ukraine
will require continued international
aid and assistance to ensure its
social order doesn't break down as a
result of economic collapse, and to
be able to mitigate further damage
to its critical infrastructure.

treaty — the last remaining nu-
clear arms control pact with the
United States — sharply upping
the ante amid tensions with
Washington over the fighting in
Ukraine. Biden said that Putin
made a “big mistake” by sus-
pending his country’s participa-
tion in the the last remaining US-
Russia nuclear arms control treaty.
The US President was in Poland
to reassure eastern flank NATO
allies that the US will remain by
their sides amid the grinding
Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Both Poland and Estonia have
emerged as strong champions of
Ukrainian sovereignty, and have
been particularly instrumental
in pushing more reticent European
nations, including Germany and
France, towards a firmer stance.

to Ukraine and held up an aid pack-
age from the bloc for Kyiv. Western
unity will come under more and
more pressure the longer the con-
flict grinds on.
A NEW IRON CURTAIN

China is closely watching a con-

WESTERN COUNTRIES CAN'T
ACCEPT THE FACT THAT RUSSIA
CANNOT BE DEFEATED ON THE

BATTLEFIELD. RUSSIA CANNOT
BE DEFEATED ON THE BATTLEFIELD SO THE
WEST IS PLAYING INFORMATION WAR. THE
WEST WANTS TO TRANSFER THE LOCAL
CONFLICT IN UKRAINE INTO A PHASE OF
GLOBAL CONTROL

VLADIMIR PUTIN
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War gamble seen as
threat to Putin’s rule

ladimir Putin says he

s ; learned from his boyhood

brawls in his native St.

Petersburg: “If you want to win a

fight, you have to carry it through

to the end, as if it were the most
decisive battle of your life.”

That lesson, cited in the most
recent biography of the Russian
President, seems to be guiding him
as his invasion of Ukraine suffers
setbacks and stalemates. But sofar;
Putin’s gamble in invading his
smaller and weaker neighbour seems
tohave backfired spectacularly and
created the biggest threat to his
more than two-decade-long rule.
Putin laid the foundation for the
invasion with a 5,000-word essay
in 2021, in which he questioned
Ukraine’slegitimacy as a nation.
That was only the latest chapter
in a long obsession with

'‘PEOPLE’S COURT'

B A*“people’s court” put Putin on trial
for the crime of aggression over his -
invasion of Ukraine, in a symbolic
move to close an “accountability
gap” in the absence of an interna-
tional tribunal with jurisdiction

H The court has no legal powers but
prosecutors said they will present
evidence that Putin committed the
crime of aggression by ordering the
invasion, unleashing a devastat-
ing war that has killed thousands
and left towns and cities in ruins

terconnected world’s porous bor-
ders, and against the sacrifices
Russians are suffering firsthand.
Analysts see several scenarios for
Putin, depending on battlefield de-
velopments. The scenarios, not
mutually exclusive, range

the country and a deter- from what could be his
mination to correct what aOI::?‘erverri: :;a“e biggest nightmare - a coup
he believes was a histor- 9,9 . 9 or uprisings like those he
ical mistake of letting it War thatPutin - o,." "> KGR agent in
slip from Moscow’s orbit. IS determined  East Germany in 1989, in

In Putin’s view, an ag- to win, with his the USSR in 1991 or
gressive West wants to  way out hard Ukraine in 2004 and 2014
crush Russia. Hisnarra-  to predict - to winning reelection
tive, along with increas- next year. That would ex-

ingly repressive measures to sti-
fle domestic dissent, has galvanized
patriotic support among many of
his countrymen. But it runs up
against an inefficient, top-down
power structure inherited from
the Soviet Union, against the in-

flict that may serve as either en-
couragement or warning to Beijing
about any attempt to reclaim self-
governing Taiwan by force. Putin
has reinforced military links with
international outcasts North Korea
and Iran, which supplies armed
drones that Russia unleashes on
Ukrainian infrastructure. Moscow
continues to build influence in
Africa and the Middle East with its
economic and military clout.
Russia's Wagner mercenary group
has grown more powerful in con-
flicts from the Donbas to the Sahel.
A BATTERED AND RESHAPED
ECONOMY

The war disrupted global trade
that was still recovering from the
pandemic. Food prices have soared,
since Russia and Ukraine are major
suppliers of wheat and sunflower
oil, and Russia is the world's top fer-

tend what is already the longest
rule of any Kremlin leader since
Josef Stalin. Meanwhile, Putin
has repeatedly said Russia could use
“all available means” to protect its
territory, a clear reference to its
nuclear arsenal.

—®@Moscow is not entirely
friendless. Russia has
strengthened economic,
military ties with China,
North Korea and Iran

—@Ukraine is waiting for battle
tanks and other new
weapons pledged by the West
for it to reclaim occupied
areas

—@The US president met leaders
from the nine countries in the
most eastern parts of the
NATO alliance, as the Russian
president held talks with
China's top diplomat

tiliser producer. Grain-carrying
ships have continued to sail from =¥
Ukraine under a fragile UN-bro-
kered deal, and prices have come ¢
down from record levels. But food
remains a geopolitical football.
Russia has sought to blame the
West for high prices, while Ukraine—-
and its allies accuse Russia of cyn-
ically using hunger as a weapon.
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business

BYJU's to shut coding platform Wh1teHat ]r

WhiteHat Jr, which at its peak had over 8,000
employees across the country, now has some
hundreds of roles left as it never picked up pace
and brought revenues for the company
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‘ The response -

to OMSS has e §
been very ' ,i RJ
good. About 11 lakh =5~
tonne wheat has -

been lifted so far. Its
impact is already @
visible in the wholesale prices which
have started coming down. Retail
transmission will take time.
Hopefully this week, you will be able
to see the dip in the retail prices

ASHOK K MEENA | CHAIRMAN & MD, FCI
forward to the

‘ 46th year of

thiscouncil, Icansay |\ . .
with confidence that, b

in the coming years, ==,

we will be able to 2
support the government’s

efforts to make India a $2 trillion
($1 trillion goods and $1 trillion
services) export target by 2030

NAREN GOENKA | CHAIRMAN, AEPC
‘ internationally
traded

commodity and India
is the largest
producer of cotton in
the world. So
obviously, you need to improve the
quality of cotton which is exported

out of the country. It must meet
international standards

As we look

Cottonis an

THOMAS VARGHESE | BUSINESS HEAD
(TEXTILES), ADITYA BIRLA GROUP

SHORT TAKES

. B Solar capacity
addition grows

New Delhi: Solar capacity
installations in India
increased by 27 per cent to
13 gigawatts (GW) during
the calendar year 2022,
according to a Mercom India
report. “Solar capacity made
up 82 per cent of the total 16
GW new power generation
capacities added in 2022,”
the report titled '"Mercom
India Solar Market Update’
said. India added 13
gigawatts (GW) of solar
capacity in the calendar year
(CY) 2022, a 27 per cent
increase year-on-year (y-0-y)
compared to 10.2 GW
installed in CY 2021, it
added. The country’s
cumulative installed solar
capacity now stands at 63
GW, the report said.
Rajasthan, Karnataka and
Gujarat were the top three
states for cumulative large-
scale solar capacity,
accounting for 54 per cent of
installations in the country
as of December 2022.
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Flipkart tightens
purse for staffers

New Delhi: E-commerce
major Flipkart has tightened
its purse and will not be
doling out any increment
for top 30 per cent
employees for January-
December 2022
performance development
cycle this fiscal, according
to internal communication
sent out to the employees.
The move impacts around
4,500 employees in the
grade 10 and above.
Flipkart Chief People
Officer Krishna Raghavan in
an email informed
employees about the
decision. “Given the current
macroeconomic situation, we
want to be prudent in
managing our resources
while keeping our employees’
best interest in mind,”
Raghavan said. A company
employee, on condition of
anonymity, said that given
the current situation people
will continue to have job
security at Flipkart.

Markets fall for 5th day:

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 23: Edtech major
BYJU’s is set to soon wind up cod-
ing platform WhiteHat Jr, which it
acquired for $300 million, as part
of restructuring and cut costs, re-
liable sources said Thursday. The
company, however, said they are
“merely optimising it”.

Reliable sources told IANS that
the top BYJU’s management is in
ahuddle and meetings are on to ap-
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praise the WhiteHat Jr employees
about the situation in the next few
days.

The sudden development has
left the remaining WhiteHat Jr
workforce at unrest, people close to
the development said.

According to sources, the dis-
cussions at the top level at BYJU’s
have already happened to shut
down the WhiteHat Jr brand which
has faced severe criticism in
the past.
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4 lwas disappointed that there
was not sufficient emphasis on
jobs (in the Budget for 2023-24)

«.Mere growth will not do; we
need job intensive growth
D SUBBARAO | FORMER GOVERNOR, RBI

f

Ei] BYJU'S

“We are merely optimising it
for organic and efficient growth. We
remain fully committed to deliv-
ering world-class educational ex-

ONGC to invest S2bn
to up oil, gas output

ONGC PRODUCES
TWO-THIRD OF ALL
OIL AND GAS
PRODUCED IN THE
COUNTRY AND ANY
INCREMENTAL
PRODUCTION WOULD
HELP THE COUNTRY
CUT ITS DEPENDENCE
ON IMPORTS

FOR MEETING
ENERGY NEEDS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 23: India’s top oil
and gas producer ONGC will invest
over $2 billion in drilling a record
103 wells on its main gas-bearing
asset in the Arabia Sea as it pivots
a turnaround plan that will add
100 million tonne to production, a
company official said.

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) has three main assets off
the west coast - Mumbai High,
Heera and Neelam, and Bassein
and Satellite, which contributed
the bulk of 21.7 million tonne of oil
and 21.68 billion cubic metres of gas
it produced in 2021-22.

“We have released a record 103
locations for drilling of wells on the
Bassein and Satellite (B&S) assets
over the next 2-3 years,” ONGC
Director (Offshore) Pankaj
Kumar said.

The wells will tap smaller and
hereto untapped reservoirs and
help raise output.

We estimate that this development drilling will

enhance production by over 100 million tonne of oil
and oil equivalent gas over the life of the field. The

investment involved in drilling and facilities will be

over $2 billion

PANKAJ KUMAR | DIRECTOR (OFFSHORE), ONGC

India imports over 85 per cent of
the crude oil, which is converted
into fuel such as petrol and diesel
in refineries, and roughly

Daman. These currently produce
55,000-56,000 barrels per day (2.8
million tonne) of oil and 28 million

standard cubic metres per

half of the natural gas The day of gas.
that is used to pro- “We have done a
duce elec‘grjcity, govemment_has reservoir pyoﬁling
make fertiliser, been pressing for the entire asset
converted Info - state-owned firms to step e he
ning automo- up efforts to raise said, adding new
o housonotq domestic output to help  eEe Sl prne
kitl(;hens for  cutthe $115 billion dltlgtionmaatl\évﬂlloff-
cooking. H H set the natural decline
ONGC, which re- Import bl" in older wells and add
ported a gradual decline in to the overall output.

output for over a decade prima-
rily because its fields are old and
ageing, has now got its act together
by working on a comprehensive
asset base plan rather than piece-
meal field centric approach.
Kumar said B&S asset has sev-
eral fields including the prime
Bassein gas field, D1 and Tapti-

The Daman field alone is pro-
jected to contribute 6-7 mmscmd of
more gas while the Tapti field may
see oil output almost doubling to
30,000 bpd.

ONGC will adopt a similar ap-
proach for the rejuvenation of the
other two assets in the western
offshore.

Bhubaneswar to witness two fairs

18th Home & Décor
Exhibition and India
International Mega
Trade Fair 2023 soon
in the Capital city

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 23: CREDAI
Bhubaneswar Foundation, in as-
sociation with GS Marketing
Associates is organising its real-es-
tate exhibition HOME & DECOR
2023 and IIMT 2023 (India
International Mega Trade Fair)
organised by Bengal Chamber of
Commerce with GS Marketing dur-
ing February 25 to March 6 at Janta
Maidan, Bhubaneswar.

The exhibition will be inaugu-
rated by the Usha Devi, Housing &
Urban Development minister

wurwg

February 25 at 5:00 pm. Guests of
Honour are Ananta Narayan Jena,
MLA (Central), Bhubaneswar;
Sushant Kumar Rout, MLA (North),
Bhubaneswar; Sulochana Das,
Mayor, BMC and Chandrasekhar
Sharma, CGM, SBI, Bhubaneswar
Circle.

The valedictory function will
be held March 6 to be closed by
the Chief Guest of the day Pratap
Kesari Deb, Minister of Department
of Industries, Govt of Odisha in the
presence of the Hemant Kumar
Sharma, IAS, Principal Secretary,
department of Industries.

The association CREDAI
Bhubaneswar has also arranged to
felicitate four B.Tech toppers in
Civil Engineering & Architecture
of 2022 from IIT-Bhubaneswar, NIT-
Rourekela, CET-Bhubaneswar; and
Ajaya Binay Institute of Technology,
Cuttack.

Exhibitors from other countries
like Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Dubai,
Iran, Malayasia, Thailand and Egypt
are the partners to the International
Mega Trade Fair. Indian State part-
ners are from Punjab, Delhi,
Rajasthan and Jharkhand with
Odisha as the host partner.

Investors lose 37.48L-cr

HYDROGEN BUS BY OLECTRA

Olectra Greentech in technical partnership with
Reliance Thursday unveiled a Hydrogen Bus, which
is a carbon-free alternative to traditional public
transportation. Olectra Greentech Ltd, a subsidiary
of Megha Engineering and Infrastructures Ltd, is
set to offer the next-generation transport system
to the Indian market, a statement stated

BYJU'S ACQUIRED WHITEHAT JRIN
JULY 2020 FOR NEARLY $300MN

IT REPORTED MASSIVE
¥1,690CR LOSS IN THE FY2021,
WHILE ITS EXPENSES REACHED
32,175CR IN FY21 -- COMPARED
TO%69.7CRIN FY20

BYJU’S REPORTED A LOSS OF
4,588 CRORE FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR THAT ENDED MARCH 31, 2021

periences and solutions that em-
power students to achieve their
full potential,” the company
spokesperson said.

The company said that it is con-
stantly evaluating and optimising
its business operations towards
global growth.

“As an ongoing activity, we are

vision that targeted to take its flag-

actively evaluating all our busi- ship coding curriculum to
ness units to ensure that BYJU’s 10 lakh school stu-
they are aligned dents by the next
with our path to has sacked thousands academic year.
%rgf}tg?ﬂittxi’d of employees to date and Its fox;lay into
s ¢ has taken deeper cuts, is Still  sic o

Inthe April- - ynable to achieve profitability line, offer-

May period last
year, over 1,000 of
its employees, in-
cluding teachers which
are on contractual basis, and
hence not full-time employees, re-
signed. Later, more WhiteHat Jr em-
ployees
either moved on their own or were
asked to go.

WhiteHat Jr shut its schools di-

G20 MEET

FM for global framework
to regulate cryptocurrency

m\

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Feb 23: Finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
Thursday underlined the need for
a global framework to regulate
cryptocurrencies besides firming
up ways to tackle global debt vul-
nerabilities and strengthening mul-
tilateral development banks.

She discussed these topics dur-
ing the bilateral meetings with her
counterparts, including from US,
Japan and Spain, ahead of the G20
ministerial meeting.

The finance ministers of the
G20 countries, which is a grouping
of developed and developing na-
tions, are here to participate in
the two-day meeting of G20 finance
ministers and central bank gov-
ernors (FMCBG) beginning
February 24.

Under the G20 Presidency, India
will be pressing for a global frame-
work to regulate the cryptocur-
rencies and ways to tackle the ag-
gravated debt vulnerabilities facing
the developing nations, mainly on
account of the continuing geopo-
litical tensions and the pandemic.

It is feared that if left unad-
dressed, the mounting debt vul-
nerabilities of developing nations
could trigger global recession and
push millions to extreme poverty.

The minister has held separate
bilateral meetings with several
G20 ministers, including US
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen,
Finance Minister of Japan Shunichi
Suzuki, and Italian Minister of
Economy and Finance Giancarlo
Giorgetti ahead of the G20 FMCBG
meeting.

She is scheduled to have more
than 10 such meetings, including
with the Finance Ministers of
Indonesia, Canada, Spain,

| INSOLVENCY ORDER

Lee Enterprises’
MD moves NCLAT

Il
. Al
Argentina and Canada, besides
General Manager of the Bank for
International Settlements (BIS).

Inher meeting with Yellen, the fi-
nance minister discussed issues re-
lating to crypto assets, strengthen-
ing multilateral development banks
and global debt vulnerabilities.

“The two leaders exchanged
views on #G20 #FinanceTrack pri-
orities under #G20India Presidency
in 2023. The two leaders discussed
their perspectives on strengthen-
ing #MDB, #GlobalDebt vulnera-
bilities, #CryptoAssets, and #health,
besides the Just Energy Transition
Partnership #JETP and possible
takeaways for the two sides,” the
finance ministry tweeted after the
meeting.

In a statement, the US Treasury
Department said Yellen discussed
cooperation on the evolution of
multilateral development banks,
encouraged strengthened health-
finance coordination.

She also thanked India for tak-
ing aleadership role on promoting
sovereign debt restructuring, while
encouraging faster G20 efforts on
existing debt restructuring cases.

India has been raising the issue of
reforms of the multilateral lending
agencies, especially the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World
Bank, to enable them to address the
global challenges facing the world
economy in the 21st century:.

at group level amid
mounting losses

ing guitar

and piano

playing, yielded

no fruitful results.

According to sources,

BYJU’s which was last valued at $22

billion, will not be able to meet its

March 2023 deadline to achieve

group-level profitability, as it en-

visioned in its earnings in
October last year.

NSE gets nod from
Sebi to launch SSE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 23: Leading bourse
NSE Thursday said it has received
final approval from markets reg-
ulator Sebi to set up a Social Stock
Exchange (SSE) as a separate seg-
ment on its platform.

The final clearance was received
February 22, the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) said in a
statement.

The Social Stock Exchange seg-
ment will provide new avenue for
social enterprises to finance so-
cial initiatives, provide them vis-
ibility and bring in increased trans-
parency in fund mobilisation and
utilisation by social enterprises.

“To bring in awareness, we have

P

been conducting various events

and hand holding social enter-
prises currently at various stages
of onboarding on the exchange,”
NSE MD and CEO Ashishkumar
Chauhan said.

Also, he has urged social enter-
prises to get in touch with the NSE
to understand the mechanism and
benefits from registering and list-
ing on the social stock exchange
segment.

Under the rules, any social en-
terprise, Non-Profit Organization
(NPOs) or For-Profit Social
Enterprises (FPEs), that estab-
lishes its primacy of social intent
can get listed on SSE segment.

For eligible NPOs, the first step
for onboarding starts with the reg-
istration on the Social Stock
Exchange segment.

Post listing, NPOs can initiate the
fund mobilisation process by is-
suance of instruments such as
Zero Coupon Zero Principal (ZCZP)
through a public issue or private
placement.

Currently the regulations have
prescribed the minimum issue size
as %1 crore and minimum appli-
cation size for subscription at 2
lakh for ZCZP issuance.
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WORKS DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
BHADRAK (R&B) DIVISION

e-mail - bhadrakrnbdivision@gmail.com

Government of Odisha "e" Procurement Notice

Bid Identification No. EE (R&B) BDK - 27/2022-23
No.-936/dt. 21.02.2023

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 23: Equity
investors became poorer
by %7.48 lakh crore in five
consecutive days of market
fall, where the BSE Sensex
has declined by nearly 3
per cent.

In the past five days, the
BSE Sensex has tumbled

1,713.71 points or 2.79 per
cent.

This has led to an ero-
sion of ¥7,48,887.04 crore
from the market capitali-
sation of BSE-listed firms
in five trading sessions.
The market capitalisation
of BSE-listed firms now
stands at 2,60,82,098.56
crore.

On Thursday, the BSE
benchmark ended 139.18
points or 0.23 per cent lower
at 59,605.80.

On Wednesday, the
Sensex plunged 927.74
points or 1.53 per cent to
settle at 59,744.98.

On Thursday, in the
Sensex pack, Asian Paints,
IndusInd Bank, Larsen &

Toubro, Bharti Airtel, Titan,
Bajaj Finserv, Infosys,
HDFC Bank, Power Grid
and HDFC were the major
laggards.

On the other hand, Axis
Bank, Maruti, ITC, Tata
Motors, State Bank of India,
Tata Steel and Sun Pharma
were among the gainers.

Meanwhile, the rupee

appreciated by 15 paise to
close at 82.73 (provisional)
against the US dollar
Thursday.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude climbed
0.32 per cent to $80.86 per
barrel. Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) offloaded
shares worth ¥1,417.24 crore
Thursday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
. Nature of work:-

. Number of works:-
. Amount put to Tender:-

[NV

Mumbai, Feb 23: Zee Enterprises’
managing director and chief execu-
tive Puneet Goenka Thursday moved
appellate tribunal NCLAT challeng-
ing the order of the National Company
Law Tribunal which admitted an
IndusInd Bank plea for insolvency pro-
ceedings against the firm.

The appeal seeking relief against
the National Company Law Tribunal’s 9.
Mumbai bench order was filed by
Goenka in the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) Thursday;

. Class of Contractor:-

EFS

Dt. 01.03.2023 AT 11.00 AM

05.00 P.M.
. Date of opening of bid:-

™~

Bhadrak (R&B) Division

Building Works (Civil)

7 No's Building Works

Rs.12,87,965/-, 12,69,520/-, 12,52,444/-,
12,29,919/-, 12,25,564/-, 12,16,311/-, 12,28,528/-
“C" & “D”

. Date & Time of availability of bid document in the portal:-

6. Last Date/Time of receipt of bid in the portal:- Dt.09.03.2023 up to

Dt.10.03.2023 at 11.30 AM
. Name & address of the Officer inviting bid:- Executive Engineer,

The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details
can be seen from the e-procurement portal "http/ftendersodisha.gov.in".
All future corrigendum will be available on ONLINE mode only.

Sd./- Executive Engineer, Bhadrak (R&B) Division

OIPR-34079/11/0018/2223

as per an official statement from

the company.

)

-

“Goenka is taking all the necessary
steps as per law to protect the interests
of all stakeholders of Zee Entertainment
Enterprises (ZEEL) and to achieve a
timely completion of the proposed
merger with Culver Max
Entertainment,” the statement said.

The matter pertains to a default of
%89 crore by Zee Group’s multisystem
operator arm Siti Networks claimed by
IndusInd Bank, for which ZEEL was a
guarantor. The ZEEL stock fell 3.35 per

Name of work
No. of works
Estimated Cost

of bid document in the portal
Last date/time for receipt of
bids in portal

Name & address of the
Officer inviting Bid

https://tendersodisha.gov.in

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

GANJAM [R&B] DIVISION NO.I, BERHAMPUR
Phone/Fax: (0680) 2233683, e-mail: sernb1.ganjam@yahoo.com

"e" PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Bid Identification No. EE R&B Divn. No.l Bam. 86/2022-23
Lr. No. 2268 dtd. 21.02.2023

: Electrical Works
: 5 (Five) Nos

No. B-1282

- Approximately Rs.5.22 lakh to Rs.27.79 lakh
Period of completion of agreement : Two to Twelve Calendar months
Date and time of Availability :

From 10.00 hours of 04.03.2023 to
16.00 hours of 13.03.2023

: Upto 16.00 hours of 13.03.2023

: Superintending Engineer, Ganjam (R&B)

Division No.l, Berhampur

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal

cent to close at ¥199 a piece on the BSE
Thursday.

Sd./- Superintending Engineer, Ganjam (R&B) Division No.l, Berhampur

OIPR-34109/11/0026/2223

-

P
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AUSSIES BREAK INDIAN HEARTS

Harmanpreet Kaur
wears a dejected look
as she walks off the

field after getting out

o« PPyt and

Oversight Committee gets two
more weeks to complete probe

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 23: The Sports
Ministry has extended by two weeks
the deadline given to the Oversight
Committee to submit its report on
sexual harassment allegations
7~ against WFI president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh.

The Committee, led by legendary
boxer MC Mary Kom, was formed
January 23 to investigate into the
claims made by country’s top
wrestlers that Brij Bhushan has sex-
ually harassed several women
wrestlers and intimidates the athletes.

The wrestlers had not provided
the names of the ‘victims’. The
committee, which is running the
day-to-day functioning of the sports
body; was asked to submit its report
in four weeks.

The ministry extended the dead-
line following requests from the
»_committee members and now it

/ will submit its report by March 9.

“The Sports Ministry has given
a two-week extension to the

Oversight Committee for the sub-
mission of its report, following a re-
quest,” aministry source told PTT.

The ministry was forced to form
the panel after top Indian wrestlers,
including Bajrang Punia, Vinesh
Phogat, Ravi Dahiya and Sakshi
Malik, staged a sit-in protest at New
Delhi’s Jantar Mantar, demanding
that Brij Bhushan be removed from
the top post and WFI be disbanned.

The BJP MP was asked to step
aside till the completion of the
probe into his alleged misconduct.
The Mary Kom-led committee has
former wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt,
former shuttler Trupti Murgunde,
SAI member Radhica Sreeman
and Rajesh Rajagopalan, ex-CEO,
Target Olympic Podium Scheme
and CWG gold medallist Babita
Phogat as its members.

Since the formation of the com-
mittee, the top Indian wrestlers
have not competed at the interna-
tional meets, missing the UWW
Ranking Series events in Zagreb and

Alexandria.

SPORTS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Cape Town, Feb 23: So near yet
so far. It was the case with the
Indian team at the Women’s T20
World Cup here Thursday as they
lost to Australia in the semifinal by
just five runs.

Chasinga challenging 173-run tar-
get, India eves had a worse possi-
ble start as they were reduced to 28/3
inside four overs with the top three
batters - Smriti Mandhana (2),
Shafali Verma (9) and Yastika
Bhatia (4) - back in the hut.

However, skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur (52, 34b, 6x4, 1x6) and Jemimah
Rodrigues (43, 24b, 6x4) opted for
counter-attack approach and took
the team close to 100 before the lat-
ter got out in the 11th over. Darcie
Brown (2/18) broke the 69-run stand.

Richa Ghosh (14) joined her skip-
per at the middle and the duo stitched
together 36 runs before a double
blow reduced India to 135/6 at the end
of 16th over. Kaur was the first to de-
part through run out when her bat
struck on the ground while going for
a run. Richa followed her skipper
back to the hut 10 balls later.

With 38 required off the final
four overs, India tried their best and
the equation came down to 16 off
the final over. However, India fell
short by five runs.

Earlier, India’s shoddy fielding
allowed Australia to post a chal-
lenging 172/4. The bowling effort
also left a lot to be desired as Beth
Mooney extended her envious

Man City

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Leipzig, Feb 23: Josko Gvardiol sti-
fled the threat of Manchester City
star Erling Haaland before scoring
himself to earn Leipzig a 1-1 draw
in the first leg of their round-of-16
matchup in the Champions League.

The Croatia centre back, nick-
named ‘Little Pep’ because of the
similarities of his last name with
that of City manager Pep Guardiola,
headed home the equaliser in the
70th minute Wednesday after
Leipzig finally got to grips with
the English champions.

City dominated the first half
without Haaland, their top scorer,
getting a sight on goal and Riyad
Mahrez netted the 27th-minute
opener after llkay Gundogan flicked
through a pass from Jack Grealish.

As Haaland grew frustrated in
the second half, City lost control of
the game and Leipzig posed more
of a threat, creating the better of
the chances.

It leaves the match in the balance
heading into the second leg in

record against India with a classy
54 (37b, 7x4, 1x6). One of the best
power hitters in the game, Ashleigh
Gardner, hurt India with 18-ball
31 (5x4) while skipper Meg Lanning
(491 0, 34D, 4x4, 2x6) remained un-
beaten to guide her side past 170.
Aussies opted to bat at a sunny
Newlands and Kaur, who chose to
play the knock-out game a day after
suffering from high fever, did not
seem to mind Lanning’s call.
There was no swing on offer,
making life a lot difficult for star
pacer Renuka Thakur. It was
Mooney who got the boundaries
more regularly in her 52-run stand
with Alyssa Healy (25) as she ma-
noeuvred the field beautifully with
her nimble footwork against the
spinners. Shafali Verma dropped
a regulation catch off Mooney at
long on when she was on 32.
Deepti Sharma bowled too short
in her opening spell. Besides the in-

consistent line and length by the
bowlers, poor fielding and catching
cost India a lot of runs. Lanning,
who was dropped early in her in-
nings, made India pay.

Sneh Rana, playing in place of
Pooja Vastrakar, was unfortunate
not pick any wicket as she troubled
the batters with her flight. She
could have had Lanning caught
behind in her first over but wick-
etkeeper Ghosh dropped the chance.
Richa also fluffed a stumping chance
of Lanning. The last five overs
yielded 59 runs for Australia.

BRIEF SCORES
Australia Women 172/4 (Beth
Mooney 54, Meg Lanning 49 n o,
Ashleigh Gardner 31; Shikha
Pandey 2/32) beat India Women
167/8 (Harmanpreet Kaur 52,
Jemimah Rodrigues 43; Darcie
Brown 2/18, Ashleigh Gardner
2/37) by 5 runs.

held 1-1 by Leipzig in

Josko Gvardiol (W|th beard; in white) heads in RB Leipzig’s goal against City

Manchester March 14 as City con-
tinue their bid for a first Champions
League title.

Guardiola conducted a mini-de-
brief with his players on the field
after the final whistle, telling them
to stay positive after seeing them
throw away their advantage after
afirst-half performance that could
have led to more than just Mahrez’s
20th Champions League goal.

Haaland had only seven touches
before halftime — none of them
coming in Leipzig’s penalty area —
and he had only one opportunity
in the whole match, when he got free
down the right midway through
the second half and snatched at a
shot that dribbled wide.

Leipzig’s extra intensity and ag-
gression paid off as the German
team, a Champions League semi-

Bhanwala ends 12-yeari
medal drought at WC :

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 23: Young Anish
Bhanwala broke the 12-year jinx of
an Indian not winning a 25m rapid-
fire pistol medal when he bagged
bronze in the event on the last day
of the ISSF World Cup Rifle/Pistol
in Cairo Thursday.

This is the 20-year-old’s first sen-
ior individual World Cup medal
and it came after three hard-fought
shoot-offs. Before Bhanwala, the
only Indian to have won medals
in the event at the international
stage was Vijay Kumar, who
clinched silver at the 2012 London
Olympics and had two podium fin-
ishes at World Cups.

Italian Massimo Spinella won
gold with 32 hits in the medal

BACK
PAGE

match, while World Championships
silver medallist Clement Bessaguet
of France fell short by two hits
after 40-shots to settle for silver.

Anish’s effort meant that India
finished the World Cup with seven
medals, including four gold, to top
the standings. Bhanwala dedicated
the medal to his personal coach
Harpreet Singh.

MOMENT TO CHERISH: Nayan moni Saikia, Rupa Rani T|rkey, Lovely Choubey
and Pinki (not in particular order) pose with gold medals, which they won
inwomen’s fours event at Asian Lawn Bowls Championship in Kuala Lumpur

CL last 16

finalist in 2020, finally showed why
they had lost just one of their 20 pre-
vious matches in all competitions.

Ederson was left stranded when
Marcel Halstenberg swung over a
left-wing cross and 21-year-old
Gvardiol got above Ruben Dias to
nod the ball into an unguarded net.

INTER PIP PORTO

After ending his goalscoring
drought last weekend, Romelu
Lukaku scored late to fire Inter
Milan to a 1-0 win over 10-man
Porto Wednesday in the first leg of
their Champions League round-
of-16 matchup.

They were Lukaku’s first goals
since October and took his tally
to just four since returning from
Chelsea in the offseason as the
Belgium forward has struggled
with injury and poor form.

Porto midfielder Otavio was sent
off following a second yellow card
12 minutes from time. He had re-
ceived his first booking for a tus-
sle with Federico Dimarco at the end
of the first half.

Bengaluru FC ensure
Odisha of their maiden
playoffs qualification

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Feb 23: Bengaluru
FC added an eighth consecutive
win to their comeback story and
confirmed a top-four finish with a
3-1 win over FC Goa in the Indian
Super League (ISL) Thursday.

The Gaurs’loss confirmed Odisha
FC’s entry as the sixth and final
team in the playoffs. This will be the
maiden appearance in the playoffs
for the Bhubaneswar-based club.

BFC broke the deadlock when the
ball was curled into the box by
Roshan Naorem and an unmarked
S Narayanan headed it in from
close range. Parity was restored
in the 33rd minute when Sadaoui
whipped in an accurate cross that
was tucked into the bottom right
corner by Iker Guarrotxena.

In the 78th minute, Narayanan

pounced on a rebound before slot-  ~

ting the ball into an empty net.
Nine minutes from time, Pablo
Perez put the game beyond all doubt.
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BUY

@"  Flip-on Svachh
o Spillage Control
Pressure Cooker 5L
(1U) worth

5 290.00

Automatic
Whistle
Counter

\1\5\0“ offer

\}Q .‘....-....

BUY

/ -' Induction
Cook-top
PIC3.aV3(1U)
worth 5 945.00

Innovative
lock-fid
mechanism

A
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-
-

(

.=

GET FREE
ITEMS WORTH
39035.00 (3u)
worth 3 64510,
Express Grinder

worth ¥3 445.00, Kettle worth o
T1945.00

5 Layer
Non-stick
Coating
Cookware

GET
FREE*

S5 Popular
Svachh
Pressure Cooker
5L(1U) worth
3170.00

.
)
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S5 Popular Svachh
Pressure Cooker
3L (1U) worth

T2 420.00

BUY

L]
.
. Easy-Clean
b Duo / Neo 3B
'

.

L]

-
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d
D
A
-
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BUY

Gas Stove (1U) worth
= 3Pc Non-stick Grani

$10945.00

e

¢

. [
.-«....._.-' -

Deep lid
That Controls

Sptllage
BUY - g

" Nakshatra Alpha

o Svachh Pressure
Cooker 5L(1U)
worth

?3675.00

Cookware* worth
24 220,00

L]
.
.
.
»
.
.

K“ch@.r}

Ly
.

4 PES5 1.0

GET
FREE*

Deluxe Alpha Svachh
Pressure Cooker 3.5 L
(1U) worth 3 160,00

GET
FREE*
Omega Granite
Dosa Tawa
28CM (1U)
T1675.00
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R ‘BUY

W Stack-O-Mix
Mixer Grinder
750W (1)

worth
‘es 445.00

)
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BUY
Provo 900
Chimney

(1U) worth
147 295.00

4&

fiet fet L
0 T ._00“.0-.’__..... _ :
— I~
Ll

. POTG 36L
(1U) worth
1239500

i\ GET
20% Discount

on OTG & Hand Mixer
PHM 1.0 (1U) warth
T2 345,00 FREE*

. Water Purifier - N
PsWwP2018L | . |

L]

4 (1U) worth | i T.
. %2695.00 i | R
: 4
L]
.

au M W W GET FREE* PreStige

Ml ==

PSWBC 17 (4U)
R esssenst™

S
»’?)0
-

Vacuum Bottle
1.5 Ltr (1U) worth
T1895.00

s .
Lenannr®

.2

¥ i G

¢
3
¢

GET

25% Discount on Mixer A g{
Grinder & Hand Blender PHB Y 25% Discounton o0

.
2tangenst’
eees ey

@
a

GET

i P{K?JSS 15 :; Chimney & Desire Hobtop i
ettle (1U) wort - - 3B-{1U) worth -_-.4,fu-
71 445.00 FREE* ¥1425.00 FREE .o‘ ¥17 995,00 FREE* ".o.

11 (1U) worth .

worth ¥1 980.00

Jo apnon se kare pyaar, woh
Prestige se kaise kare inkaar.

TOLL-FREE Presiige CARE |
1800-123-334411 Follow ‘TTK Prestige’ on You e |:| sl shop.ttkprestige.com
& S o ‘ g @ Tuhe —J 97423 34411 C

For Franchisee Enquiry:- Call +91 7077721612 « For Trade Enquiries, Call +91 7077721602 / 7008309169 . For Clean Home Products Trade Enquiries, Call +91 8826102361

BHUBANESWAR, Rabi TakiesChhak: Opposite to Kedar Gouri Resort, Mob: 7750925223; Bapuiji Nagar: 105 Bapuji Nagar, Behind Yes Bank (Old Post Office Lane), Lane No. 08, 0674-2597141/9937138998; Bapuji Nagar: 237, Pani Tanki Lane, Bapuji Nagar, Ph; 0674 2597685, Mob:
9777744071, Satyangar: 10, Janpath, Satyangar, Mob: 8280056821, ID Market: Shop No FG 3, |.D. Market, Near Reliance Fresh, IRC Village Mob: 9861404879, Damana: 248, Sailashree Vihar Road, Damana Mob: 7327902258, Baramunda: A/37, Ruchika Market, Baramunda, Mob :
9937073674, Raghunathpur: Shop no- S5, Manson Green, Raghunathpur, Nandankanan road Mob: 8895390144, CUTTACK, Dolmundai: Hotel Akbari complex, Dolomundai, Haripur Road, Ph: 0671 2910337; Mob: 9348222581, Baxi Bazar: ManisahooChhak, Mob: 6371736954; CDA: Plot
No.CM/3 (In front of Police Station), Markat Nagar, Sector-7, Mob: 8917442506, 8280079702 , Rourkela: Daily Market, Near Reliance trend, Rourkela, Mob:9777457774 , BALUGAON: Chilika Road, Balugaon, Mob: 8984858783; KENDRAPARA: Kakat Chhak, Ph: 06727 221241; Mob:
9040562233; DHENKANAL: |.G. Super Market, near SBI ATM; Mob: 9337477279 / 9348178750; BOLANGIR: A.B.S.S. Road, Near Samaleswari Temple, Ph: 06652 232419; Mob: 9437331171, 9437241863; SEMILIGUDA: Infront of RAM MandirGate,Main Road, Mob: 8328800974.
BARGARH: Clo, New Patra Needs, Infront of Gopal Goshala, NH-6, Main Road, Mob: 9776323188; SAMBALPUR,Golbazaar: Near Durga Temple Mob: 9338194750, JEYPORE: Paninalasahi Junction, Main Road, Opp. Mayurijewellers, Mob: 9437175029, JAGATSINGHAPUR: C/o: Orchid mart, central market Ph: 06724221090/
06724221080, ANGUL: Near Havells Galaxy Store, Shankar Cinema Road, Mob: 7608885430, JHARSUGUDA: Near Khimji Jewellers, Sarbahal Road, Jharsuguda, Mob: 7004518123,

AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTORS:- BHUBANESWAR: Manorama Trading Co.,Ph No.9437279239; Saraswati Enterprises-8249250386; JATINI- Kanha Agencies, Ph. No.9437080516, CUTTACK- Mahavir Enterprise,Chauliganga, Ph. No.9937092599Kendrapada: Nalini& Sons Ph No.9938175761; TALCHER- Sidharth Enterprises, Hatatota, Ph. No.9437003384
ROURKELA- Shah Distributor, Ph-0661-2506904, 9438712456 MAYURBHANJ- Shree Sai Mobiles-7008514533; Keonjhar-Utkal Digital -7008806597; GANJAM- Yogesh Agency-Ph: 8144553709, BALANGIR- Ably Info Solutions, Ph: 9437025475, Jajpur- Banadurga Traders -9437199772, Jeypore- Likhit Enterprises-3348430456,Shiv Sai Enterprises-Jeypore-
8338888703, Nayagarh- Ganapati Traders-9583281930, M/S Adventure-Bhadrak-7978403686, Durga Metal-9937009855-Malkangiri, Padmini Enterprise-8908632030-Puri, Pratik Enterprises-9937446262-Puri, WIS Krishna-3437012843-Cuttack, Electric Avenue-7205855392-Jharsuguda, Maa Tarini Enterprises-8328898007-Balasore, Kesinga- Jay Lakhmi
Marketing-8093809411; AUTHORISED DEALERS:- BHUBANESWAR:- REETA-06742597111, Specra Vision, Ph.-9937722277, F-‘rralap&m:elng[;_| Machine-9937138544, Bharath Electronics & Home Appliances-9437506163, Utkal Light House-9937019272, Utkal Sales-9853150619, Palace-9348652955-Bhubaneswar, Sai Traders-7008298692-Bhubaneswar,
Sarakar Electro Digital-9776457173-Bhubaneswar, PD Marketing, Ph-7377735345, Anu Agency- Anuﬂ.gency, Tarini Aluminium Stores, SB Enterprises, Ph 9861155551 Crockery Plaza-9938399889 Kitchen King-9938475819, Prasad Kitchen-9437041063,Sivam Enterprises-7008565807 Shree Traders-3937131901, CUTTACK- Union Sales Emporium-9338461472, Janata
N, | General Store ,Ph-2419948, AurobindaPlastic, Ph 8763923528, Arbinda Home Apphances 0438480346, Puspak Agenc¥-1205016581 Balaji Distributor-8763153928, Patra electronics (CDA)-9348863657, Sanjaya electronics-9777777529-Salepur, Maapadmavati Bastralaya-8908194534-Rahama-Patra electronics (Chauliganja)-9938941317, KENDRAPARA:- _ ~
/| Pumamasi Electrical Ph. 9937070448, PARADEEP:- Krishna Enterprise, Ph. 8937451474, ROURKELA:- Prestige, Ph-264.2265. City Super Bazar Ph-8437047413. Khemka General Store, Ph-2502396. Garg Enterprises, Ph 9437046546. Kitchen Accessories-3437837833, RAJGANGPUR- Pradeep Store, Ph-3437244015; SUNDARGARH- Laxmi Steel, Ph-9776164771.
BALASORE: United SalesAgency 9853519516, Rohit Sales-7978204587; RAHAMA- Maa Padmabati Enterprise:-9861202577, Sambalpur Bhatia Home Appliances-9556053558, Samuka Steel Center-9437331074, Bolangir- Bapi Steel-Akash Steel-9437331491, Suraj Steel-9437151437, Bhadrak- Sai Enterprises-9776701165, Baripada- Aerovision-9861828643,
Gajapati- Panda General Store-8243162067, Baripada Bazar- 9439298333, Dream Home-8437435010-Jaypore, Uma Electronics-9937076299-Chandenswar, Beauty Place-9777456655-Talcher, Bulu Electronics-35562 09149-Dasapala

S%ssnssn®s

*Conditions Apply. Prices indicated above are the MRP of the product (Inclusive of all taxes.). Discounts indicate the percentage of discount on MRP. No
two offers can be clubbed together. Offers on select models until stocks last. Offers are valid across select stores only. 3Pc Non-Stick Granite Cookware
set consists of Omni Tawa 28 cm, Fry Pan 24 cm and Kadai 24 cm with glass lid. 1U stands for 1 Unit. Offers not applicable in Tamiinadu, Kerala, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Telangana, Maharashtra and Gujarat. For detailed terms and conditions visit your nearest Prestige Xclusive / dealer outlet.

Prestige’

Xclusive

~rm k

3 Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159
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