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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Killers disguised as journalists! It will
further justify his decision not to hold a

press conference 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: Odisha
reeled under intense heat Monday
with temperatures soaring past 40
degrees Celsius in at least 21
places. Baripada, which became
the hottest place in the state by
recording 44.2 degrees Celsius, is
the fourth hottest place in the
world, according to El Dorado
Weather.

The places which recorded 42 de-
grees Celsius or more are Rourkela
(42.2), Sundargarh (42.8), Bolangir
(43.0), Angul and Titlagarh (43.1),

Sambalpur and Talcher (43.2),
Jharsuguda (43.4), Nuapada and
Boudh (43.5) and Baripada wit-
nessed 44.2 degrees Celsius, the re-
g ional  centre  o f  the  India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
said.

Sonepur recorded 41.7 degrees
Celsius, Hirakud and Cuttack
(41 .6 ) ,  Dhenkanal  (41 .4 ) ,
Paralakhemundi (41.1), Bargarh
(40.8), Nayagarh (40.5), Keonjhar
(40.4),  Chandbali (40.2) and
Jagatsinghpur, Bhadrak and
Deogarh sizzled at 40.0 degrees
Celsius, it said, adding that as

many as 14 places recorded tem-
peratures below 40 degrees Celsius.

The regional centre of  the IMD
also issued yellow warning for a
few places till April 19.

“Thunderstorm with lightning
is very likely to occur at one or two
places over the districts of
Malkangiri, Koraput, Rayagada,
Nabarangpur, Balasore, Bhadrak,
Mayurbhanj,  Keonjhar and
Kandhamal. Heatwave condition
is likely at one or two places over
the districts of  Ganjam, Puri,
Jagatsinghpur and Sambalpur
till April 19,” it said. 

AGENCIES

Bangalore, April 17: Senior BJP
leader and former Karnataka Chief
Minister Jagadish Shettar Monday
joined the Congress, dealing a blow
to the ruling party ahead of  the
May 10 Assembly elections.

Lashing out at the BJP for ‘hu-
miliating’ him and not giving him
a chance for an ‘honourable exit’, the
former State BJP president said he
was beginning a ‘new episode’ in his
life by joining the Congress.

The decision to part ways with
the BJP came after the 67-year old
six-time MLA, a former Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly, ex-
Speaker and a party president in the
past, was denied ticket to contest
from the Hubli-Dharwad (Central)
segment, which he represented in
the outgoing Lower House.

DRY RUN:NDRF personnel during a fire safety mock drill at Nexus Esplanade Mall in Rasulgarh area of Bhubaneswar,
Monday PHOTO: BIKASH NAYAK

BSE: CLASS X RESULT 
IN MAY SECOND HALF
POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, April 17: The Board of
Secondary Education (BSE), Odisha
Monday said that the Class X result
will be out in second half  of  May.

“The evaluation of  Class X an-
swer sheets has been completed.
And currently the tabulation
process is underway. The result
will be announced in second half
of  May,” said BSE president
Ramashish Hazra.

About the issues in the Class X

question papers, the BSE presi-
dent said students need not worry
as they will be awarded marks for
it. The BSE is committed to en-
suring error-free results. And this
time too, focus is being given to it,
Hazra said.

According to BSE sources, the
Summative Assessment-II of  the an-
nual High School Certificate (HSC)
examination was conducted from
March 10 to 20. Over 5 lakh stu-
dents appeared for the examination
at 3,218 centres across the state. 

Baripada 4th hottest in world

6-month ESMA invoked 
against health workers
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: In a bid to
ensure uninterrupted medical serv-
ices amid fear of protests, the state gov-
ernment Monday invoked provisions
of  the Odisha Essential Services
Maintenance Act (ESMA), 1988 against
health workers for six months.

According to the Home depart-
ment, ESMA will be applicable to
employees, including contractual
ones, in all government hospitals
and dispensaries of  the state.

To make sure services at state-run
health facilities are available has-
sle-free, it is necessary to prohibit
strikes by nurses, pharmacists,
technicians, and Class-III as well as
IV employees, including contractual
staffers, the Home department said.

“So, the state government has im-

posed Odisha Essential Services
(Maintenance) Act, 1988, prohibiting
strikes by them for six months,” the
Home department’s order said.

The Act will be applicable for
health staffers of  district head-
quarters hospitals, sub-divisional
hospitals, community health cen-
tres, primary health centres, mu-
nicipality hospitals, ESI hospitals
as well as medical colleges and
hospitals run by government and
autonomous institutions like
Acharya Harihar Post Graduate
Institute of  Cancer and Regional

Spinal Injury Centre in Cuttack
receiving grant from the state.

Meanwhile, the Pharmacist and
Nurse Association condemned the
move. According to the associa-
tion’s president Suchismita Das, it
is improper to impose such re-
strictions on them as they are
human beings and have job-related
issues as well. The government is
yet to regularise the services of
contractual employees recruited
since 2013, she said. 

“We had decided to go on a strike
beginning today to press for ful-
filment of  our 12-point charter of
demands. However, the govern-
ment neither permitted us for the
protest, nor held any discussion
with us in this regard,” Das said,
adding that invoking ESMA is noth-
ing but suppressing their voice. 

PHARMACIST AND NURSE ASSOCIATION CONDEMNS  

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, April 17: The Mahanadi
Water Dispute Tribunal will com-
mence the site visit of  Mahanadi
river basin in Chhattisgarh from
Tuesday. The three judges of  the
tribunal, the assessors and the reg-
istrar will be accompanied by the
teams of  Odisha and Chhattisgarh
during the site visit. 

The tribunal will leave Delhi and
reach Raipur Tuesday. It will visit
Farsiya village, the origination
point of  Mahanadi, and nearby
areas in Sihawa Wednesday. The
second day visit will conclude at
Sondur, where the team will in-
spect dam on Sondur river. On day
three, Murumsili dam, Ravi Shankar
Sagar reservoir and new Rudri bar-
rage would be covered. P3

Mahanadi tribunal’s
site visit from today

Former Karnataka
CM joins Congress



Bhubaneswar: Trishna Ray, student
of  KIIT School of  Fashion Technology,
has been crowned as ‘Miss
Teen Universe India 2023’
at the Miss Teen Diva 2022
national pageant held at
Jaipur from April 6-13.  

Trishna was adjudged
the best at the competition
as she also bagged three
other subtitles at the com-
petition. They were Beauty

with Brains, Best
in Ramp

Walk and
Best  in

Speech

Round.  She was also adjudged as ‘Miss
Teen India East’.

The Founder of  KIIT and KISS
Achyuta Samanta has expressed his
delight over Trishna winning the
crown and said, “Her success is re-
flection of  the proper exposure given

to students by the School of  Fashion
Technology at the national and in-
ternational level apart from ac-
ademics. He also lauded the ef-

forts of  the faculties for her
achievement.”

She will be representing
India abroad for further

events. PNN

Mumbai: Pataakha actress
Radhika Madan spoke about
how her upcoming show
Saas Bahu aur Flamingo
pushed her limits as an
actor and gave her the cre-
ative freedom to experiment
as an artist. She said that

the show is all about giving a
new dimension to a mother-in-law

and daughter-in-law relationship that has
not been thought of  before.

She said, “Action has fascinated me ever
since my first film, Mard Ko Dard Nahi
Hota, wherein I tried my hand at the genre.
It is an exhilarating experience to feel the
adrenaline rush that comes with action and
the world that Saas Bahu aur Flamingo cre-
ates.”

She added, “Being a badass is more than
just a state of  mind; it means being totally

unapologetic and uninhibited in
all the choices in your life. I had
a blast doing these action
sequences and being a part
of  this gutsy and au-
thentic mad world. It
has truly been an em-
powering experi-
ence.”

Produced by
Maddock Films, the
series is directed by
Homi Adajania and
stars Dimple Kapadia,
Radhika Madan,
Angira Dhar, and Isha
Talwar in pivotal roles. It
is set to release May 5 on
Disney+ Hotstar.

AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actor Radhika Apte has al-
ways been vocal about being comfort-
able in her own skin, compared to
those going under the surgical knife
to enhance their cheekbones and
lips. The actress recently talked
about how the younger gen-
eration all looks alike on
the pretext of  plastic sur-
gery.

During a promotional
event, she said, “Plastic
surgery is a big thing.
Everybody is doing it,
to eachs own, re-
ally. Everybody
looks the same, lit-
erally. They look
like AI, with mas-
sive lips and cheek-
bones. They all look
the same, which is
strange. But, our filters
on Instagram and every-
thing else are the same as well.
They make people look quite AI.
What I mean is like certain sharp
features and like a bit of  plastic.”

The Sacred Games star  fur-
ther added, “Whether it’s
your career insecurity or
how you look, the more
you indulge in it, the more
it aggravates. It’s a myth
that, okay, I will succeed
and it will go away. Once
you jump in it, it’s just a
downward thing, which is
why I am trying to keep
myself  away from it and
safe from it.”

Radhika’s Mrs
Undercover,
starring
alongside
Sumeet
Vyas and
Rajesh
Sharma, is
currently
streaming at
ZEE5.

IANS

P2 KIM ACCUSED OF
PHOTOSHOP FAIL 

leisure
Socialite Kim Kardashian took to Instagram to
post a new picture of her modelling bikini from
her SKIMS swimwear line Saturday. While Kim
looked stunning, fans pointed out that her middle
finger appeared to be ‘missing’, prompting them
to accuse the star of a Photoshop fail.

Hollywood star Leonardo DiCaprio was spotted
enjoying the Coachella celebrity after parties with
Bradley Cooper’s ex, Irina Shayk. The Wolf of Wall
Street star, who is a festival regular, was pictured
in his inconspicuous black cap and facemask as
he joked with friends, reports Mirror.co.uk.
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AQUARIUS
Ganesha says it's okay to cry
on somebody's shoulders. In
fact, sharing problems light-
ens the load, and if nothing else, your
friends will think you're as human as
them. You will feel much better by evening
and will even smile a little, says Ganesha.

PISCES
Now is the time when the
inner circle of friends that
you have nurtured over the
years will prove their worth, says Ganesha.
It is good to know that in times of need you
can bank on their support and count on
their cooperation. You will be able to luxuri-
ate in the benefits of their friendship today.

SAGITTARIUS
You may have been experi-
encing hair loss in the past
due to back-breaking stress,
but things will begin to clean up today. As
complex issues begin to fall in place, you
are likely to receive some good news
about a promotion or increment. 

LIBRA
It is more than likely, and
possible indeed, that you will
surpass your own past per-
formances today. All this is on the cards,
despite the fact that your peers at work
will try to outwit you. But it is your con-
summate set of skills that shall help you
pre-empt all such attempts, says Ganesha.
If it is some peace that you are looking for
today, expect to find it in meditation.

SCORPIO
You will see every colour of
the kaleidoscope today —
people with different tem-
peraments and different attitudes, many
of whom will surprise you with their reac-
tions. You may be shocked at the way
your colleagues or close friends react to
your strategies or success. Ganesha
advises you to handle people with tact
and diplomacy rather than being indiffer-
ent or arrogant.

LEO
You will be in a light-hearted
mood today. Be it at the
office or at the home, you
will be full of joy and will be looking to
pass your time lesiurely. You will spend
time with family and friends. You will be
unable to implement your plans for tack-
ling work today in your current mood,
says Ganesha.

VIRGO
The artist, the comedian
and the showman in you are
all set to take the floor
today. Entertain people and set the
evening ablaze with your arsenal of jokes
and gags, says Ganesha. But save valu-
able time and energy for other pressing
matters and responsibilities too.

GEMINI
Today, you are likely to
remain transparent in all
your dealings, forecasts
Ganesha. You can be optimistic about
your chances of success if you choose to
propose to that special someone. The day
will bring more pleasure than pain.

CANCER
There is something different
about today. It is unlike any
other day. Just when you will
start believing that there is nothing great
about the day, it will spring a surprise.
There have been days where life has
thrown carrots at you; then there have
been days when it has hurled brickbats. 

ARIES
Today people will actually
drag you into altercations,
so flash the peace sign if
you must. You may face some sort of
legal troubles from peace-loving groups.
Therefore, Ganesha advises you to medi-
tate, take a walk or just seek out the com-
pany of your near and dear ones.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Ganesha sees you in a very
romantic mood today. Your
thoughts, tender and
dreamy, will keep drifting towards some-
one special; someone of the opposite sex.
Come evening and you will, in all likeli-
hood, be sitting closely together, arm in
arm, with your spouse or your sweetheart. 

CAPRICORN
Planning strategic moves
will be done with, and all
that will remain is execution.
But Ganesha says there may be delays in
implementing ideas that are crucial to the
success of your project, and this may
leave you disappointed and dismayed. But
the problem will be short-lived and you
will have nothing to worry about as you
have all it takes to be a winner. So, just sit
back and wait for the rewards to come.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

DICAPRIO SNAPPED AT
COACHELLA WITH IRINA

Radhika’s
two cents on
plastic surgery

Mumbai:
Actress

Ananya Panday
made her acting

debut in the Hindi film
industry with SOTY 2,

and since then she has been
exploring her forte. She was

last seen in Liger, starring along-
side Vijay Deverakonda. While

speaking on the scope of  her future
projects, she said that she would love to
work with Sara Ali Khan and Janhvi Kapoor.

Sharing her aspiration to feature in an all-female-led
film, she said, “I think it would be a lot of  fun if  they cast Sara (Ali Khan), Janhvi
(Kapoor) and me in a film because all our energies are so different. I love them
as performers and they are my friends as well. I am sure people would love
to watch us together on the big screen.”

She added, “It is not a new trend in Hindi films to make films about
women anymore. However, the number of  films that focus on just

women is rare.” She cited examples of  films such as Rhea
Kapoor’s Veere Di Wedding and Farhan Akhtar’s latest proj-

ect, Jee Le Zaraa. Ananya will be next seen in the se-
quel to Ayushmann Khurrana’s social comedy

Dream Girl and Kho Gaye Hum Kahan.
IANS

Ananya
aspires for

an all-female
lead

Trishna from KSOFT bags 
Miss Teen Universe India

‘Being badass is more 
than just a state of mind’
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MARKET WATCH

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: A cou-
ple of  days after a student of  Buxi
Jagabandhu Bidyadhar (BJB)
Autonomous College was attacked
by a group of  youths, two Plus II
students of  Maharishi College of
Natural Law here were critically
injured in a violent clash among
the students, Monday. The injured
were identified as Sanu and
Satyam.

According to sources, around 10
youths including some students of
Maharishi College and another
college in the City entered the
campus and dragged the duo out
of  the college. Later, the accused
youths, who were armed with iron
rods, hockey sticks and other
weapons, started assaulting the
victims.

The accused left the place when
the security guard and other stu-
dents rushed to help the two stu-
dents. The victims were later
taken to Capital Hospital for treat-
ment. The injured students are
reportedly out of  danger now. 

The students later told media-
persons that one of  the accused,
a non-student, was allegedly pass-

ing lewd comments on female stu-
dents of  the college entering the
campus Friday. The victim stu-
dents later complained to the col-
lege authorities about the accused.  

The accused was holding a
grudge against the victims and
Monday assaulted them with the
help of  his friends. 

The Saheed Nagar police, on
being informed about the inci-

dent, reached the spot and pacified
the agitating students by assur-
ing them of  stringent action
against the culprits. 

“The victims are yet to lodge any
complaint in connection with the
issue. We are trying to contact
them over phone, but have not re-
ceived any response. We will reg-
ister a case after getting the com-
plaint from the victims,” IIC of
Saheed Nagar police station Manoj
Kumar Satpathy said.

Notably, an Integrated MBA stu-
dent of  BJB Autonomous College,
identified as Shashwat Panda, sus-
tained grievous injuries after some
youths including a student of  the
same college attacked him with a
liquor bottle near an Omfed stall
Saturday. 

The accused allegedly sought
money from Panda to buy liquor
which the victim denied.  The ac-
cused got irritated over the re-
fusal and hit Panda’s head with a
liquor bottle and also stabbed him
with the broken bottle.

Badagada police registered a
case on the basis of  a complaint
lodged by the victim and arrested
two persons in this connection
Sunday.
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BEATING HEAT

Schoolchildren relishing
sugarcane juice near Barabati
Stadium in Cuttack, Monday,
amid prevailing heatwave
conditions in the state 

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

Violent clash in City 
college; two injured  

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik virtually addressing his father and former Chief Minister Biju Patnaik’s state-level death anniversary programme at Soochana Bhawan in Bhubaneswar, Monday

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik paid
rich tributes to former chief
minister and his father Biju
Patnaik on his 26th death an-
niversary, Monday. 

The Chief  Minister tweeted,
“Tributes to the son of  the soil,
great leader of  people, promi-
nent freedom fighter and former
Chief  Minister of  Odisha Biju
Babu on his death anniversary.
His unique contribution to the
overall development of  the
state, the protection of  the Odia
people and the industrial de-
velopment of  Odisha will al-
ways be remembered in the
hearts of  the people.” 

Virtually attending a spe-
cial programme organised to
commemorate the legendary
leader, by Information and
Public Relations (I&PR) de-
partment at Soochana Bhawan,
Naveen said that Biju Babu
was way ahead of  his time in
thinking and his life is crucial
in the modern Odisha devel-
opment history.

Biju Patnaik's political ideals
were centered in socialism and
federalism. 

His strong advocacy for equal
resources to all Indian states

those required it, made him a
champion of  his  Odia 
constituents.

Biju Patnaik was elected
chief  minister of  Odisha June
23, 1961. He held the position
until October 2, 1963, when he
resigned in accordance with
the Kamaraj Plan to revive the
Congress party. 

The Janata Dal won with a
resounding majority in the
state Assembly elections of
1990 which resulted in Biju
Patnaik serving as chief  min-
ister of  Odisha for the second
time from 1990 to 1995.

Besides, Biju babu had been
elected to the Lok Sabha on a
few occasions. 

He became Union minister
for steel and mines during the
Morarji Desai and the Charan
singh governments.

The visionary statesman is
still being remembered for his
flying sortie to Java, in his fa-
vorite Dakota aircraft, to rescue
Indonesian Prime Minister
Sutan Sjahrir  and then
Vice–President Mohammad
Hatta in 1947 when the Dutch
launched a full-fledged attack
on Indonesia. 

A cardio-respiratory failure
caused his unfortunate demise
April 17, 1997. 

BIJU BABU, A MAN WAY AHEAD OF HIS TIME: CM

Tripathy files papers
for Jharsuguda bypoll
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: BJP can-
didate for the byelection to
Jharsuguda Assembly seat
Tankadhar Tripathy filed his nom-
ination papers, Monday.

Tripathy came to the office of
returning officer and Jharsuguda
sub-collector in a grand proces-
sion in the presence of  BJP state
president Manmohan Samal, sen-
ior leader Samir Mohanty, Bargarh
MP Suresh Pujari, BJP chief  whip
Mohan Majhi and a number of
senior leaders and party workers.

After submitting his papers,
Tripathy termed the bypoll a fight
between the common people and a
corrupt government.

“I am a common man. This is a
fight of  the people of  Jharsuguda.
This is a fight between the people
of  Jharsuguda and a corrupt gov-
ernment which is ruling the state
for 24 years,” he said. 

Thousands of  people sponta-
neously joined the procession today,
which indicates their anger towards
a tainted government, he said.

Alleging that the BJD govern-
ment has been neglecting the area,
he said the people of  Jharsuguda
will give a fitting reply to the rul-
ing party in the byelection.

On the other hand, BJD senior
vice-president Debi Prasad Mishra
targeted the BJP raising the mur-
der of  two gangsters in Uttar
Pradesh, in presence of  police.

“If  the BJP makes false allegations
in the election, we will expose them.
Very recently two people have been
killed in the presence of  police at
Prayagraj. They may be criminals,
but the incident happened under po-
lice custody,” Mishra countered.
Congress nominee Tarun Pandey
has already filed his nomination
earlier while BJD candidate Dipali
Das, daughter of  Naba Das, is sched-
uled to file her papers Tuesday.

Dipali had received a party ticket
from BJD president and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik at his
residence in Bhubaneswar.

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, April 17: The Orissa
High Court has informed the
Supreme Court that 10 more virtual
courts covering nine districts of
the state were made functional
with effect from March 27. 

With this, 19 districts have vir-
tual courts from where the advo-
cates can file cases and appear be-
fore the High Court through
videoconferencing. 

According to an affidavit filed
through advocate Sibo Sankar
Mishra, the Registrar General of  the
HC submitted that 10 more virtual
courts with back offices were made
functional covering nine more dis-
tricts namely Angul, Dhenkanal,
Jagatsinghpur, Jajpur, Keonjhar,
Kendrapara, Kandhamal (at
Phulbani) ,  Mayurbhanj (at
Baripada),  Nayag arh and
Sundargarh in the second phase
with effect from March 27. 

The HC informed the apex court
that considering the volume of
cases filed from Sundargarh district,
second virtual court at Sundargarh
in addition to the one at Rourkela
was made functional. 

The Orissa High Court has also
issued the standard operating pro-
cedure (SOP) for advocates and
guidelines for smooth functioning
of  the virtual courts established in

these districts, the HC said.
It contended that there may be

no need for a virtual court in
Cuttack since the High Court is
situated there. As regards the re-
maining 10 districts – Bargarh,
Deogarh, Jharsuguda, Subarnapur,
Boudh, Gajapati, Malkangiri,
Nabarangpur, Nuapada and
Rayagada – the opening of  virtual
courts will be done in a phased
manner taking into account the
number of  cases filed in the HC
from those districts.

Significantly, 10 virtual courts
were inaugurated by the Chief
Justice of  India in Sambalpur,
Ganjam, Balasore, Bhadrak,
Kalahandi,  Khurda (at
Bhubaneswar), Bolangir, Koraput
(at Jeypore), Puri and Sundargarh
(at Rourkela) February 3.

The choice of  the first 10 vir-
tual courts was dictated by the ge-
ographical location and the vol-
ume of  cases filed from the said 10
districts in the High Court, the af-
fidavit said.

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, April 17: For
the World Heritage Day, also
known as International Day for
Monuments and Sites, which is ob-
served to create awareness about
cultural heritage and preserve
the present diversity, Orissa POST
spoke with some experts about
the rich cultural heritage of
Odisha and what steps the state
government needs to take to doc-
ument, preserve, and advertise
this abundant cultural diversity.

In Odisha, there are several
heritage sites, like the Srimandir
in Puri, Dhauli Shanti Stupa, and
Konark Sun temple, that have
brought the state global fame.
But lack of  maintenance and
lethargic attitude of  government
officials have put in doubt the fu-
ture of  many of  these sites. 

Jitu Mishra, an archaeologist,
says, “Odisha has a range of  her-
itage sites consisting of  Hindu
temples, Buddhist monasteries,
Jain sites, prehistoric sites,
palaces, Islamic architecture and
Roman Catholic churches. Besides,
there are also secular sites, such
as bridges, European cemeteries,
fo r t s  a n d  o t h e r  s e c u l a r  
buildings.” 

However, except for a few Hindu
temples and Buddhist sites, most
of  the heritage sites are not well
maintained and advertised, he
added. Giving examples, he said,
“People hardly know about the
Dutch tombs in Balasore, whereas
similar European tombs in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala are drawing so
many tourists round the year. The
Potagada Fort in Ganjam has been
closed to visitors for more than a
year now for restoration work.” 

To make these heritage sites
accessible to common people,
we need to publicise them and
conduct heritage walks, Mishra

suggested.
Piyush Ranjan Rout, an urban

planner,  says,  “Recently,
Bhubaneswar turned 75 years as
Capital of  Odisha. Well, there are
so many heritage sites inside the City,
many of  the popular sites are not
yet designated as UNESCO World
Heritage Site. It’s strange because
Bhubaneswar has a solid reason
to be in the Heritage City list.” 

Deepak Kumar Nayak, a her-
itage researcher, INTACH, says,
“It is necessary to conserve and
protect every heritage site of  the
state as they constitute parts of
our identity all over the world. We

need to preserve them in order to
preserve the state’s identity.” 

The biggest challenge for
preservation is the lack of  doc-
umentation. We only have around
a few hundred monuments iden-
t i f i e d  t o g e t h e r  by  S t a t e
Archaeology Department and
the ASI. In reality, Odisha perhaps
has the biggest number of  ar-
chaeological or cultural sites and
monuments which remain ab-
sent from the archaeological and
cultural report of  government
agencies, he added.

WORLD HERITAGE DAY

EXPERTS SUGGEST STEPS TO MAKE
THE HERITAGE SITES ACCESSIBLE

TO COMMON PEOPLE AND
PUBLICISE THEM THROUGH

HERITAGE WALKS

IN ODISHA, THERE ARE SEVERAL
HERITAGE SITES, LIKE THE

SRIMANDIR IN PURI, DHAULI
SHANTI STUPA, AND KONARK SUN

TEMPLE, THAT HAVE BROUGHT THE
STATE GLOBAL FAME

BUT LACK OF MAINTENANCE AND
LETHARGIC ATTITUDE OF

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE
PUT IN DOUBT THE FUTURE OF

MANY OF THESE SITES

10 virtual courts ready 
in 2nd phase: HC to SC

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi,  April  17:  The
Mahanadi Water Dispute Tribunal
will commence the site visit of
Mahanadi  river basin in
Chhattisgarh from Tuesday. 

The three judges of  the tribunal,
the assessors and the registrar will
be accompanied by the teams of
Odisha and Chhattisgarh during the
site visit. 

The judges and other members
will leave from Delhi to Raipur
Tuesday. According to sources, the
tribunal will visit Farsiya village,
the origination point of  Mahanadi,
and nearby areas in Sihawa
Wednesday. The second day visit will
conclude at Sondur, where the team
will inspect dam on Sondur river.
On day three, Murumsili dam, Ravi
Shankar Sagar reservoir and new
Rudri barrage would be covered.
The tribunal would cover four sites

on day four namely Temari Minor
Tank at Dhamdha, Udaypur Minor
Tank at Khairagarh, Proposed
Siddh Baba Minor Tank at
Chhuikhadhan and Pipariya Dam
at Chhuikhadan.

On the last day of  Phase I, the tri-
bunal will visit Rajiv Samoda Nisda
diversion and Samoda barrage,
sources said. The first phase will
conclude April 22.

The second visit in lower part of
the river in Chhattisgarh will start
April 29 and conclude May 3. The
second visit would start from Kalma
barrage.

After completing the visit in
Chhattisgarh, the tribunal will
take visit of  Mahanadi basin in
Odisha. 

During the site visit, the tribu-
nal will take stock of  various ir-
rigation and power projects running
on Mahanadi river basin in
Chhattisgarh and Odisha.

Mahanadi tribunal’s
site visit starts today 

CAMPUS UNREST
A GANG OF AROUND 10 YOUTHS
INCLUDING SOME STUDENTS OF

MAHARISHI COLLEGE AND
ANOTHER COLLEGE IN THE CITY

ENTERED THE CAMPUS AND
DRAGGED THE DUO OUT OF THE

COLLEGE

LATER, THE ACCUSED YOUTHS,
WHO WERE ARMED WITH IRON

RODS, HOCKEY STICKS AND OTHER
WEAPONS, STARTED ASSAULTING

THE VICTIMS

SAHEED NAGAR POLICE SAID THE
VICTIMS ARE YET TO LODGE ANY

COMPLAINT IN CONNECTION WITH
THE ISSUE

BJD leader Debi Prasad Mishra lighting the lamp to inaugurate a programme on the 
occasion of 26th death anniversary of Biju Babu as party leaders Ashok Chandra Panda,
Sanjay Das Burma and Pranab Prakash Das look on at BJD office in Bhubaneswar, Monday

Third meeting
of G20’s EWG
from April 27
POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, April 17: The third
meeting of  Education Working
Group (EWG) will be held in
Bhubaneswar from April 27 to 28 and
the precursor events to the G20
Education Working Group Meetings
would be held from April 23 to 26,
secretary to higher education K
Sanjay Murthy said here, Monday. 

He said that a special exhibi-
tion on the theme of  “Future of
Work” will be organised and will
be open to public between April
23 and 25 and then April 27 and 28.

Delegates from G20 countries
would be attending these meet-
ings, he said. The programmes
under Education Working Group,
selection of  themes and ensuring
reach to the youth of  the country
are being led by the vision and
guidance of  the Union Minister
for Education and Skil l
Development and Entrepreneurship
Dharmendra Pradhan, he added. 

In case of  Odisha, where the
theme is ‘Future of  Work’, the ac-
tivities are based on the vision
that there should be widespread
deliberations and effective out-
reach in every district on the
emerging skilling requirements
and the need for continuous
skilling reskilling and up-skilling
as relevant to the district.  

‘Heritage sites desperately need protection’

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 68,56,95,401  65,84,20,365 68,42,676  

India 4,48,27,226  4,42,35,772  5,31,141  

Odisha 13,36,304    13,26,915  9,204

39.9°

BJD leaders including Cuttack Mayor Subhash Singh and former Barabati-Cuttack MLA Debashish Samantaray
before attending the ‘tarpan’ rituals at Gadahadia Ghat of River Mahanadi in Cuttack, Monday OP PHOTOS
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Bats are dying due to the pre-
vailing heatwave conditions
in a village in Odisha's Jajpur

district and efforts are on to save
the remaining winged mammals
there by spraying water on them,
a forest department official said
Monday.

As many as eight bats died due
to excessive heat in the past three
days at Kabatabandha village under
Dharmasala block, which is the
habitat of  thousands of  such
species. They are considered a sign
of  good luck for the locals.

“On being informed by the vil-
lagers that bats are dying due to the
excessive heat wave condition, we
went to the spot. We are spraying
water on them through sprinklers
to save them from the scorching heat
for the past couple of  days,” local

forester Md Sakir Housen said.
The bats are night dwellers and

they hang from trees during the day.
“As the bats get direct exposure

to the heatwave, they fall and die,”
he said.

Housen said the spraying of
water on the bats in Kabatabandha
will continue until the weather
condition improves.

Kabatabandha village, barely
eight kilometres away from the
Kalinga Nagar industrial complex,
has been a safe habitat for the bats
where their screech can be heard
throughout the day.

At least 5,000 bats are found on
three big and old trees by the side
of  the Brahmani river.

Villagers have been protecting
and preserving the winged mam-
mals for the last two decades.

“We are protecting bats as we con-
sider them sacred. They make our
village a rare place in the area,” said
Keshab Chandra Sahu, a villager
of  Kabatabandha.

Meanwhile,
Baripada town in north
Odisha's Mayurbhanj
district becomes the
hottest place in the
state of  the day, record-
ing a maximum tem-
perature of  44.2 de-
grees Celsius which
was 6.1 degrees C more
than the normal tem-
perature of  the place,
the met office said.

Baripada was fol-
lowed by Boudh and
Nuapada with 43.5 de-
g rees C each,

Jharsuguda (43.4 degrees C), Talcher
and Sambalpur (43.2 degrees C
each), Titlagarh and Angul (43.1
degrees C) and Bolangir (43 de-
grees C) respectively.

While Cuttack reeled under 41.6
degrees C, Bhubaneswar's maxi-
mum teacher is 39.9 degrees C,
IMD said.

The prevalence of  heat spell was
felt in all the regions of  the state -
western, southern, interior and
coastal parts.

In a letter to the district collec-
tors  of  Ganjam,  Puri ,
Jagatsinghpur and Sambalpur, the
Special Relief  Commissioner said
that as per the mid-day bulletin
issued by IMD, heat wave condition
is very likely to prevail at one or
two places over these districts till
8:30am of  April 19.

However, amid the prevailing
heat spell, the IMD has forecast
that several places in Odisha will
experience thunderstorms in the
next five days. PTI

BATS IN JAJPUR VILLAGE DIE OF HEAT STROKE

PULLING DOWN: An excavator engaged by BDA razing down an illegally constructed house near Nicco Park area in Bhubaneswar, Monday OP PHOTO

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, April 17: The
Economic Offences Wing (EOW)
of  Odisha Police has arrested an-
other accused in the online football
betting racket, which was oper-
ated by cyber scammers from China
and Dubai, police said Monday.

The police arrested Dileepkumar
P (35), a diploma in business man-
agement, from Thrissur, Kerala,
who is the fourth accused to be ar-
rested in the case.

He is the director of  Kerala-
based shell company Priwest Global
Solution Pvt Ltd, which was used
to channelize the ill-gotten money
of  this scam, said Dilip Tripathy,
Superintendent of  Police, EOW.

The investigating agency could
trace around `19.49 crore which
have been routed using the above
shell company. Dileepkumar is
also the founder of  Omana
Foundation Public Charitable
Trust, Coimbatore, which was
used to channelize the proceeds
of  this scam, he said.

Based on the complaints of  about
800 duped investors of  Odisha's
Ganjam district, the EOW had reg-
istered the case against the online
football  betting company
(www.18football.com).

Tripathy said the online betting
company (www.18football.com) is
suspected to have cheated thou-

sands of  people of  over ̀ 1,000 crore
in the country, including in Odisha.
So far, the Odisha Police have been
able to trace out transactions worth
`525 crore.

Earlier, two directors of  a Kolkata-
based shell company and one di-
rector of  another shell company of
Rajasthan were arrested, he said.

Besides, Look Out Circular was
issued against Md Saif, a Dubai-
based operator and mastermind
of  this scam, Tripathy said.

He further informed that 18foot-
ball.com, registered in Hong Kong,
is a hybrid model of  fraud where
a ponzi scheme (multi-level mar-
keting) is run online giving a name
of  football betting/gaming app.

As the modus operandi of  the
fraud racket, investors were prom-
ised of  giving lucrative benefits
like three per cent daily compound
return on investment, recharge
bonus, referral bonus, extra bonus
on the earnings of  downline mem-
bers, salary bonus, daily with-
drawal option, etc.

The fraud company was also
provided a foreigner 'mentor' to
assist the investors in betting.
These mentors used to communi-
cate through telegram or online
only. Extra commission was of-
fered for introducing new mem-
bers in the app.

The scammers used multiple
shell companies and their direc-
tors to route the ill-gotten money.
They also used mule accounts for
multi-layering of  money trans-
actions to confuse the law en-
forcement agencies.

EOW arrests 4th accused 
in football betting racket

8 The agency could trace
around `19.49 crore which
have been routed using a shell 
company that the accused
served as the director of

8 Earlier, two directors of a
Kolkata-based shell company
and one director of another
shell company from Rajasthan
were arrested by EoW

8 The online betting company
(www.18football.com) is 
suspected to have cheated 
thousands of people of over
`1,000 crore in the country. So
far, the Odisha Police have
been able to trace transactions
worth `525 crore

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: A state-
level orientation programme was
organised here Monday for
Mukhyamantri Karma Tatpara
Abhiyan (Mukta) coordinators
and community organisers,
Housing and Urban Development
(H&UD) principal secretary G
Mathi Vathanan directed the par-
ticipants to finish all the Mukta
projects on time. 

Vathanan addressed the partic-
ipants and outlined the way for-
ward, urging them to strive to
achieve speed and scale without
compromising quality and trans-
parency in the implementation of
Mukta projects. 

He directed that all the 2,055
wards of  the 115 urban local bod-
ies (ULBs) must have amenities
meeting 5 basic needs like park,
gym, paved road, open space and
drainage by end of  December 2023.

“During the last three years,
some 52,500 projects have been im-
plemented across the 115 ULB in the
state. More than 62 lakh person-days

have been generated, directly ben-
efiting around 6 lakh urban poor
and migrant labourers. About
26,455 Mission Shakti groups and
slum dweller associations have
partnered in Mukta for execu-
tion of  the projects. So now it is
time to expedite the pace of  work.
If  anybody fails to perform will
find no place in our team,”
Vathanan warned.

Municipal Administration di-
rector Sangramjit Nayak shared
how community organisers in
ULBs play a key role in providing
techno-managerial support and

extending end-to-end facilitation
support to Mission Shakti groups
and slum dweller associations for
smooth execution of  the MUKTA
scheme, which in the end benefit
urban poor and migrant workers
at large in gaining livelihood op-
portunities at their doorsteps. 

Joint secretary and nodal officer
Sarada Prasad Panda presented
the 3 year achievement and future
planning and asked the profes-
sionals to adapt to with the changed
situation and work accordingly.
“You must work to achieve the tar-
get,” he advised.

Professionals told to finish 
Mukta projects by December
The H&UD principal secretary directed that by end of December 2023, all 2,055 wards

of 115 ULBs must have basic things like park, paved roads, open space and drainage

POST NEW NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: ‘Gupta
Event Management Pvt. Ltd’ also
known as GEM will be organising
the Global Business Carnival-2023,
Bhubaneswar from May 19 to 29 at
Janata Maidan here, informed the
managing director of  the company
Sujeet Gupta in a press meet held
at a City hotel Monday.

Sujeet said, “GEM is one of  the
most promising and inimitable event
organising and planning compa-
nies. We are associated with MSME
and Coir Board. The Global Business
Carnival this year will see partici-

pants from 20 states and 12 countries.” 
The carnival shall feature a wide

range of  business segments such
as, real estate, startup companies,
manufacturers, developers, bank-
ing , building materials, hardware,
furniture, interior, education, home
decor, home appliances, electron-
ics, artistic & craft ceramics, elec-

trical, health & wellness, herbal
ayurvedics, clinic, hospitals, au-
tomobiles, construction equip-
ments, lifestyle, cosmetics, FMCG,
food processing machinery, pack-
aging machinery, IT & software,
government sectors,  tourism and
foreign base. 

A cultural program will be or-

ganised every evening to captivate
the crowd present. OOPRE Kitchen
& Bar food zone will be set up in the
carnival to provide delicious cuisine.

GEM director Payal Acharya
Gupta said, “We expect more than
five lakh consumers to visit through-
out the 11 days of  the event and avail
the opportunity of  viewing a wide
range of  quality products from
various sectors at one central lo-
cation. This will serve as an ideal
platform to enhance the business
opportunity for both consumers
and traders. Our motto is to provide
a unique platform to both traders
and consumers around the globe.”

GEM to hold ‘Global Business Carnival’ May 19-29

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: A local
court Monday sentenced a person
to life imprisonment after holding
him guilty of  killing his wife over
family disputes in 2018. The convict
identified as Bamadeva Sahoo was
a resident of  Kantasahi village
under Balipatna police limits. 

The convict has also been asked
to deposit Rs 1 lakh as fine. He has
to serve additional jail term for a
period of  six months if  fails to de-
posit the amount within the stip-
ulated time limit.   

According to reports, the convict
along with the victim, Rinarani
and her minor daughter was stay-
ing at Kantasahi village. May 12,
2018, Bamadeva and the deceased
victim engaged in a heated argu-
ment over family related matters.   

The argument between the cou-
ple escalated and an ang ry
Bamadeva assaulted his wife
Rinarani with an axe. He hit her

neck and head with the axe several
times leaving her bleeding pro-
fusely. When their daughter tried
to stop Bamadeva from attacking
the deceased, her cruel father at-
tacked her too. 

Soon after committing the crime,
Bamadeva left the place leaving the
duo writhing in pain. The locals in-
formed the deceased’s sister who
was staying nearby. Rinarani’s sister
with the help of  locals immediately
rushed both the mother and daugh-
ter to hospital but former died mid-
way. The minor was later discharged
from hospital after treatment.  

On the basis of  the complaint
lodged by deceased’s sister,
Balipatna police registered a case
(72/18) under sections 302, 307 of  the
IPC and arrested the accused. 

The court after examining the
statements of  18 witnesses and 21
exhibits pronounced the judgment.
Public prosecutor Salil Kumar
Pradhan conducted the trial on
behalf  of  the victim. 

Man gets lifer for killing wife
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: The
teaching community lost a lumi-
nary in eminent economist pro-
fessor Ghanshyam Das who passed
away Sunday (April  16)  at
Baramunda in Bhubaneswar. 

Das was 93. Born in Cuttack, he
was an alumnus of  Ravenshaw
University and later did his higher
studies from London School of
Economics as a Commonwealth
Scholar. He held important positions
like RBI Chair Professor of
Economics and subject expert mem-
ber of  Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) and retired
as the DPI - Higher Education for
Government of  Odisha.  He was ap-
pointed by the High Court to head
the fact finding committee for
Chilka Fisheries and submitted a
report (1993) to the state government
which is widely cited by researchers
in their studies around the Chilka
fisheries. After his retirement, Das
was decorated as a Professor
Emeritus in Economics. 

Eminent economist
Das passes away at 93Soon after committing

the crime, Bamadeva left
the place leaving the duo
writhing in pain. The
locals informed the
deceased’s sister who
was staying nearby

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: The
Security Division of  twin city po-
lice Monday became operational at
the head quar ters of
Commissionerate Police. 

Speaking to media persons, Police
Commissioner Saumendra
Priyadarshi said, “Today we make
functional the security division of
Commissionerate Police following
the approval of  the state govern-
ment. It will play the role of  a nodal
agency to streamline and monitor
security arrangements for VIP, at
vital installations and residence
like legislative Assembly, Raj
Bhawan etc and emergency re-
sponse like terrorist attack. This will
keep monitor on procurement of
modern security related equip-
ments. It will be directly under the
commissionerate police and headed
by commandant rank officer.” 

The Division will have VIP Security,
static and vital installation security,
emergency Response Unit and
Technical and Logistics Unit. 

“With the establishment of  this
Division, Commissionerate Police
hopes to develop expertise and en-
sure a robust security system for
vital installations, protected dig-
nitaries and who will be able to
respond emergency, security situ-
ation more resolutely,” the CP in-
formed in its press note. 

CP’s Security Division
starts operation 

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, April 17: President
Droupadi Murmu Monday con-
ferred eight awards under the
National Panchavat Awards-2023 to
Odisha during a function at Vigyan
Bhawan here.

Ganjam Zilla Parishad as well as
Hinjilicut block secured the first
rank in the country on the basis of
the perfor mance of  Gram
Panchayats (GPs) of  the district
and the performance of  all the pan-
chayats of  the block respectively.

Both were awarded under the
category 'Nanaji Deshmukh
Sarvottam Panchavat Satat Vikash
Puraskar'. In addition, six other
awards were conferred under var-
ious themes to Gram Panchayats
of  the state. 

Significantly, the award scheme was

instituted by the Union Panchayati
Raj Ministry to recognise the good
work being done by Panchayati Rai
Institutions as well as to encourage
them to perform better.

'National Panchayat Awards' are
given to the best performing
Panchayats (Zilla Parishads,
Panchayat Samitis and GPs) in
recognition of  their good work for
improving the delivery services
and public goods under various
priority sectors for using on nine
identified themes under ‘localisa-
tion of  SDGs LSDGs for achiev-
ing the SDGs by 2030.’

The Nine Localisation of
Sustainable Development Goals
include poverty free and enhanced
livelihoods, healthy, child friendly,
water sufficient, clean and green
panchayat, socially secured, and
good governance.

8 panchayat awards to Odisha
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Nilagiri, April 17: In a first in
Odisha, pied thrush, a species of  mi-
gratory bird, has been spotted in
Panchalingeswar reserve forest
under this block of  Balasore district.
Noted ornithologist and Kuldiha
guide Manoranjan Das has iden-
tified both the male and female
birds of  the species. With this, an-
other foreign bird has been added
to the list of  Kuldiha sanctuary.

The scientific name of  pied
thrush is Geokichla wardii and it
is placed in the thrush family. Males
of  this species grow up to 22 cm and
are conspicuously coloured black
and white. Mostly black on the
upper parts, they have a long white
supercilium, and white tips to the
wing coverts, tertials, rump and
tail. The underparts are white with

black flank spots on the bill and legs
are yellow. 

Females and young birds have the
same basic pattern, but the black
is replaced by dark brown, and the
white by light brown. The markings

on the underside are scalier. The
bill is not as strongly curved.

These birds are found in great
numbers in the central Himalayan
forests of  India and Nepal and in
the hill forests of  southern India

and Sri Lanka during winter.
Like many other thrushes, they

forage on leaf  litter below forest un-
dergrowth and fly into trees when
disturbed and sit still making them
difficult to locate.

Pied thrush spotted in Panchalingeswar forest

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, April 17: As dusk
descended on the coast near the
Rushikulya river mouth in Ganjam
district, thousands of  baby Olive
Ridley sea turtles started to emerge
from sandy pits and crawl towards
the sea from Saturday night.

Mass hatching of  Olive Ridley sea
turtles had started in time and was
likely to continue for the next four
to five days, a forest officer said.

“We are trying our best to ensure
the safety of  the baby turtles,” said
Sunny Khokkar, divisional forest
officer (DFO) in Berhampur.

An all-time high 6.37 lakh Olive
Ridley sea turtles had laid eggs in
a three-kilometre-long stretch from
Podampeta to Bateshwar near the
river mouth during the eight-day
duration of  mass nesting from
February 23 to March 3 this year.

“As a record number of  Olive
Ridley sea turtles laid eggs and
the weather condition was good, we
expect a sizeable number of  baby
turtles to emerge from the eggs
this time,” he said.

Around 100 to 150 eggs are laid
by each female turtle during the

mass nesting period.
After laying eggs, the turtles re-

turn to the sea without waiting to
see the baby turtles.

Local people have teamed up
with the forest officials to protect
the hatchlings, while the forest of-
ficials fenced off  the area with
mosquito nets.

“We have fenced off  the entire
area to prevent the entry of  pred-
ators like wild dogs, jackals, hye-
nas etc,” the DFO said.

Patrolling in the sea beach was
also intensified to protect the baby
turtles from crows and kites.

He said around 60 forest per-
sonnel along with some villagers
are in the area to protect the baby
turtles.

The volunteers collected some of
the hatchlings, who had diverted
from their path on the beach, and
released them into the sea, the
DFO said.

“For the last several years,
local volunteers have extended
their help to the forest officials
to protect the hatchlings,” said
Rabindra Sahu, secretary of  the
Rushikulya sea turtle protec-
tion committee.

Olive Ridley hatchlings
make their way to sea
from Rushikulya beach

AGENCIES

Kendrapara, April 17: The
National  Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has directed
the Odisha government to pay com-
pensation of  ̀ 5 lakh to the next of
kin of  the deceased killed in collapse
of  an under-construction bridge
in Nabarangpur district.

The apex rights body also di-
rected the government to pay com-
pensation of  ̀ 1 lakh to the severely
injured persons in the mishap.

The under-construction bridge
built under Biju Setu Yojana col-
lapsed in Nabarangpur district
January 10, 2021 in which one
labourer died and 11 other labour-
ers sustained critical injuries.

The NHRC issued the direction
last Tuesday and directed the state
Chief  Secretary to send compli-
ance reports to the Commission
within six weeks positively latest
by June 2 next.

The direction came in the wake
of  a petition filed by Human Rights
defender Akhand who had alleged
that an under-construction bridge
collapsed January 10, 2021, due to
substandard work and lack of  safety
measures, killing one labourer and
injuring eleven others.

The NHRC earlier had called for
a report on the matter within four
weeks from the Nabarangpur dis-
trict Magistrate.

According to the directions issued
by the NHRC, the District

Magistrate submitted a report be-
fore the Commission stating that
the wife of  the deceased Mahendra
Mali has been provided with
`1,36,034 and steps for rehabilita-
tion of  the family have been taken
by the executive engineer of  Rural
Works Division, Nabarangpur–II,
Umerkote.

The NHRC in the past had is-
sued notice to the government to
show cause within six weeks as
to why the Commission should
not recommend compensation of
an amount of  ̀ 5 lakh to be paid
to the next kin of  the deceased
and `1 lakh each to the injured
persons.

The Nabarangpur District
Magistrate was also directed to
look into the matter personally to
ensure that the benefits under var-
ious social welfare schemes of  the
state and Central governments are
provided to the families of  the de-
ceased and injured persons.

Despite clear direction by the
Commission October 17 last year
no reply had since been received
from the government, the NHRC
directed to the Government of
Odisha through its Chief  Secretary
to pay `5 lakh to the next of  kin
of  the deceased and compensa-
tion of  `1 lakh each to the se-
verely injured.

NHRC directs CS to pay
damages to victims’ kin

PNN & AGENCIES

Sambalpur, April 17: The state gov-
ernment has extended the sus-
pension of  internet services in vi-
olence-hit Sambalpur district for
another 24 hours till 10am April 18,
officials said Monday.

Following communal tension
that erupted during a Hanuman
Jayanti rally April 12 evening, the
state government has shut down the
internet services in the entire
Sambalpur district since 10am of
April 13.

As violence again took place in
the western Odisha town, six police
station areas of  Sambalpur were

put under curfew since April 14
midnight.

The police arrested another six
persons in connection with the vi-
olence incidents. While three per-
sons have been arrested for their
involvement in the stone pelting in-
cident of  April 12 while three oth-
ers were arrested in connection
with the April 14 violence, the po-
lice said Monday.

So far, total 85 persons have been
arrested in connection with the
various violence cases that took
place in Sambalpur.

Meanwhile, the district admin-
istration has further relaxed the cur-
few timing. In the latest order,

Sambalpur Sadar sub-collector
Pravash Chandra Dandasena said
the curfew has been relaxed from
7.30am to 11.30am and 3.30pm to
6pm.

The state government has de-
ployed additional chief  secretary
Satyabrata Sahu to Sambalpur to
camp there and monitor the situ-
ation. DGP Sunil Bansal is also
camping in the violence-hit town
since Saturday.

Speaking to reporters Sunday,
Bansal had said that the situation
is gradually improving in the town.
If  the situation continues to get
better, curfew will be withdrawn in
the next one or two days, he stated.

Notably, ahead of  the Hanuman
Jayanti, a motorcycle procession
was organised by Hanuman Jayanti
Samanwaya Samiti members and
Bajarang Dal workers, April 12
evening. During the rally, there
were clashes between two com-
munities in Sambalpur town leav-
ing several people and police per-
sonnel injured.

Violence again occurred in the
town when Hanuman Jayanti
procession was going on in the
western Odisha town as a few
shops were torched and ransacked
April 14 night.

Sambalpur violence: Internet shut
till 10am today; 6 more arrested

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhadrak, April 17: The district
administration has once again
extended the prohibitory orders
under Section 144 of  CrPC as a pre-
cautionary measure around the
Facor plant at Randia in Bhadrak
district. The curbs will remain
in force in a 200-meter radius of
the plant. 

Meanwhile, one of  the two crit-
ically burnt operators succumbed
to his injuries while undergoing
treatment at National Burn Centre
in Mumbai, Sunday night. The de-
ceased was identified as Ratikanta
Sutar, a native of  Korant village.  

Notably, two persons, both work-
ing as charging operators sustained
critical burn injuries while charg-
ing the blast furnace at the Facor
plant in Randia, Tuesday. With no
sign of  development in the situa-
tion, this is the third extension of

the enforcement in a row.
Sources said that the restriction

has been extended for another 48
hours and will remain in force in
the area from 6am, Monday till
6am, Wednesday. The decision to ex-
tend the prohibitory order came
after the district  Collector
Siddheswar Baliram Bondar and
Balasore SP Sagarika Nath held
talks with the chief  executive officer
(CEO) of  the company. 

The Collector said the company’s

CEO has assured to provide all fi-
nancial assistance to the deceased’s
family members and to appoint
his widow in the company. He said
that they will take care to ensure
cent per cent security and pro-
tection in and around the plant
and the blast furnace of  the plant
will be verified through a special
team from Finland and South
Africa. The SP urged all to main-
tain peace and not to take law into
their own hands.

HEAVY RUSH: Gole Bazaar in violence-hit Sambalpur town witnessed heavy footfall of people to buy essentials after the curfew was relaxed from 7am to
11.30am, Monday  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, April 17: In a re-
markable celebration of  Odisha’s
foundation day, the Odisha Social
and Cultural Association (OSCA)
in Calgary, Canada, hosted an event
filled with cultural programs and
festivities, April 8 evening. The
event started with a welcome speech
by OSCA president Jyostna Rani
Debi, followed by a prayer to Lord
Jagannath with the lighting of  an
oil lamp. Dillip Das Mohapatra
from Edmonton joined as the chief
guest, while Surya Acharya from
Lethbridge participated as the chief

speaker of  the evening in the pres-
ence of  OSCA’s treasurer Debabrata
Rout. The trio enlightened the au-
diences about the essence of  Utkal
Divas and how Odisha got united
with the merger of  divided areas.
During the event, Das Mohapatra
also revealed the second edition
of  OSCA’s yearly magazine,
‘Karabarna’. The child artists from
the OSCA family stole the show
by participating in song, dance,
and debate competitions. The com-
edy-drama ‘Girlfriend’s Marriage,’
represented by actors Bhagvat,
Sumitra, Gouri, Aiswarya, and
Ruby, also enthralled the audiences.
After the cultural programme,
OSCA’s general  secretary
Subhadarshini Das and the chief
guest awarded the child artists. In
the end, OSCA’s vice president
Bhushan Guddu felicitated every-
body for the successful observance
of  the event.

3 more held in
group clash over
border dispute
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhadrak/Bonth, April 17: Bonth
police in Bhadrak district Monday
arrested three more persons in
connection with the group clash
over border dispute and renam-
ing of  Orali Sqaure on Bhadrak-
Anandapur state highway and the
fringes of  Bhadrak and Keonjhar
districts.

The accused identified as
Kodandadhar Jena, Prasant Kumar
Sahu, and Susant Kumar Sahu
were arrested Sunday night and pro-
duced in the court, Monday. With
the fresh arrests, the total num-
ber of  arrests has gone up to eight
in the case. 

Earlier, a case was registered
and five persons were arrested in
this connection. On the other hand,
Nandipada police registered a case
over a complaint filed by Bhimasen
Jena of  Orali village under Hatadihi
block in Keonjhar district.

Meanwhile, prohibitory order
under Section 144 of  CrPC has
been clamped on 200-metre radius
of  Orali Square starting from 11am,
Sunday till 11am, Tuesday. Police
force has been deployed at the spot
under the supervision of  Bonth
IIC Aditya Prasad Jena. 

2 GIRLS CONSUME
POISON; ONE DIES
POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, April 17: In a shocking
incident, a girl died while another was
left battling for life after two teenage
girls at Utukapadu village under
Chandili police limits of  Rayagada
district allegedly consumed poison
to end their lives, Monday. 

The deceased was identified
as Sangita Hepruka, 15, and the
other girl as her 14-year-old friend
from the same village. Sangita
was studying at the Government
High School in Kurli village while
her friend is a school dropout.
The 14-year-old has been admit-
ted to the district headquarters
hospital here and her condition
is critical, reports said. On find-
ing them in a critical state with
froth oozing from their mouths,
neighbours and family members
rushed them to Kolnara PHC and
later shifted them to the Rayagada
DHH here after their condition de-
teriorated. However, the 15-year-old
died at the hospital.

Utkal Divas fete in Canada by OSCA

Prohibitory orders extended for 48 hours
around Facor plant as worker succumbs

Rotten carcass of
jumbo calf found
POST NEWS NETWORK

Morada/Betanoti, April 17:
Elephant deaths continue unabated
in the state as forest officials
Monday recovered a decomposed
carcass of  a jumbo calf  from
Asanbani reserved forest near
Bhadrashola village under Betanoti
forest range and Morada block of
Mayurbhanj district. 

The animal within one year of
age is suspected to have died a
week back, forest official said. 

Sources said that a 45-member
herd of  elephants from Jharkhand
had unleashed terror in the area for
quite some days after straying into
Betanoti forest range.   

Meanwhile, locals spotted the
decomposed carcass lying in the jun-
gle, Monday. On being informed,
ACF Rabi Narayan Mohanty, DFO
Santosh Joshi, Betanoti forest
ranger Ghanashyam Singh, forester
Sobhakar Singh rushed to the spot
and launched an investigation.
Locals questioned how the forest
officials could remain unaware of
the elephant death when it has
been lying dead in the jungle for
over a week. 

Youth run over by
train in Keonjhar
POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, April 17: A youth was
reportedly run over by a train
while crossing the railway tracks
near Silisuan brick kiln under
Sadar police limits in this district,
Saturday night. The deceased was
identified as Narahari Mahakur, 22,
son of  Purna Chandra Mahakur of
Bauripada village. The matter came
to the fore after the Government
Railways Police (GRP) recovered the
mutilated body of  the youth, Sunday. 

Sources said that Mahakur had
been to Silisuan to witness a Pala
performance Saturday night. It is
suspected that he might have died
being run over by a train while he
was returning home. Locals spot-
ted his body Sunday morning and
informed the GRP.  

Police have registered a case
and send the body for post-mortem
to the Keonjhar district head-
quarters hospital. Police have seized
one of  the mobile phones which the
deceased was carrying. It was found
near his body. Family members
have informed the police that
Mahakur had two cell phones.
Police are now trying to locate the
missing phone.

NABARANGPUR BRIDGE COLLAPSE
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power post P6

T he irony of  the horrific custody killing of  Atiq Ahmed, the UP don-
turned-politician and former Member of  Parliament along with his
brother Ashraf  in the presence of  police by three criminals is that the

two brothers had sought help from the courts for their security while in cus-
tody. What is worse is that the Supreme Court had told Atiq that the “state
machinery will take care of  you.” This is a poor commentary not only on
the country’s judicial system but also on the governance system. Subsequent
events leading to the killing of  the two brothers put the spotlight on the crim-
inal-politician nexus and the seeming connivance of  the state and the po-
lice to let the laws of  the land be subverted so as to reap political dividends.
It may be noted that in reference to Atiq Ahmed and his family, UP CM Yogi
Adityanath had earlier said “Iss House mein keh raha hoon. Iss mafia ko mitti
mein mila denge,” openly announcing his intention to destroy the family.
The most tell-tale evidence of  such a system working under the leadership
of  Yogi Adityanath is the immediate reaction of  one of  his ministers,
Swatantra Dev Singh, who tweeted hours after Atiq Ahmed’s killing that “paap
aur punya ka hisaab isi janam mein hota hai” (virtue and sin are accounted
for in this very life). Another minister echoed him in almost similar language,
terming the turn of  events as “a cosmic decision,” the combined effect of
stars and planets delivering justice.

The country has witnessed for the past few years how the police engineered
fake encounters to finish off  accused criminals without caring or allowing
the law of  the land taking its course. A climate has also been created to drum
up support for meting out such instant punishment to criminals through extra-
judicial killings. Uttar Pradesh has long been known for perpetuating goonda
raj where politicians-criminals-state machinery nexus make sure that the
rule of  law is made mockery of. Lately, since the BJP came to power some
years ago, things have taken a bizarre direction as the state appears to be
sponsoring fake encounters and custodial killings as a speedy mode of  the
system of  punishment for crime. It speaks volumes about the state of  affairs
that only a few days before the murders of  the Ahmed brothers, the teenage
son of  Atiq was killed in police encounter. This was the 183rd such killing
since the BJP assumed office in 2017. In fact, the father was so shell-shocked
that he did not have the mental strength to attend his son’s funeral. 

The dastardly killing of  the two brothers brings to the fore a new di-
mension to fake encounters. The way the murders were executed leaves no
one in doubt about the meticulous planning and bigger brains involved in
the grisly killing. Even the weapon used in the murder, a banned bore of  pis-
tol costing above 7 lac rupees, indicates a very dangerous trend. The secu-
rity lapses appear to be so deliberate that the complicity of  the administration
becomes too evident.

Footage from the killing site shows Atiq getting out from the back of  a
police jeep near a hospital in Prayagraj (Allahabad). He was being helped
down by a policeman and his brother Ashraf. As they start walking, surrounded
by police constables and local TV reporters, the gunmen disguising them-
selves as journalists with fake identity cards, boom and camera, accosted
them. A second later, a gun was pulled close to his head and he collapsed to
the ground. Within seconds his brother was also shot. Two gunmen and an-
other man immediately surrendered to the police. The killing was com-
pleted in a minute.

The whole operation raises questions about the complicity of  the ad-
ministration. The police custody of  Atiq and Ashraf  was to end in the next
few days. The hospital compound had enough parking space yet the police
vehicles reportedly stopped right outside the gate. Atiq and Ashraf  were pa-
raded inside. Mediapersons were chasing police cars from the police station
itself. It is a mystery how the media came to know about the movement of
the high profile accused from the police station to the hospital. Such visits
to hospitals are always kept under wraps. Moreover, it goes against the law
to let the accused be questioned by the media, since the matter is sub-judice.
The media interaction appears to be a ruse to give the killers the opportu-
nity to commit the crime. The killers are reported to be too poor to buy the
expensive guns used in the encounter. Their accuracy of  operation shows
they had been well trained. Questions remain who provided them with the
guns and the training.

Eyewitnesses said the killers chanted “Jai Shri Ram” after the killing. This
reveals the climate created by Right-wing outfits to take help from criminals
using the veneer of  religion to accomplish their political designs. The reli-
gious identity of  the two victims is not a mere coincidence. A message ap-
pears to be sought to be given to the rest of  the country, especially to states
where Assembly polls will be held soon, that extra-judicial killings and fake
encounters are effective tools in the hands of  Right-wing governments to dis-
pense speedy ‘justice’. 

However, two points come to mind. First, were these killings intended to
divert public attention from the extremely damaging interviews of  former
BJP Governor Satya Pal Malik in which he had wholly blamed Prime
Minister Modi for the Pulwama blast in which 40 soldiers were killed just
before the 2019 election? Second, will these killings not give ideas to the po-
lice across the country to slap false cases and murder anyone who is opposed
to the dispensation (in power) at that point of  time? One is left wondering.

E ven as the US economy is pre-
dicted to slip into recession,
the global debt crisis inten-

sifies, and India’s exports touch
$770.18 billion largely with strong
services exports of  27%. India ex-
ceeds the target by $20 billion. 

However, one of  the aspects of
diplomatic and political concern is
that imports from China have not
come down. These touch $98.51 bil-
lion against $94.57 billion in the
previous year.  On the contrary,
India’s exports to China fell to $15.32
billion from $21.26 billion a year
ago. It is a negative growth of  nearly
28%. In reality, this has not helped
the country much. This depend-
ence on China is not easy to reduce.
Trade figures do not seem to be con-
cerned whether China renames a
plethora of  places in Arunachal or
not. Nationalist views and trading
definitely are not on the same page.

Perhaps at the political and diplo-
matic level the discussions are not
easy to deal with given the actual
matters of  exports and imports.
So, whatever may happen at the
borders is treated differently when
it comes to merchandise in the in-
ternational market. These will re-
main good election issues so far
imports from China are concerned.
But the fall in exports to China by
28% could be interpreted as a care-

ful action taken by China.
One of  the critical aspects is

that of  the mobile phone. Apple
now triples its production from
India to $7 billion. It makes almost
7% of  its phones through expand-
ing its partners in India. As tension
between Washington and Beijing
escalates, Apple is shifting its bases
from China rather fast. The com-
pany exported $5 billion worth
products made in India as per the
support to all manufacturers as-
sured by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Apple might be making one-
fourth of  its global production in
India by 2025.

Imports of  electronic goods from
China have seen a year-on-year de-
cline of  around $2 billion in 2022-
23 (April-February). Import share
from China in electronic goods has
also declined from 48.1% in 2021-22
(April-February) to 41.9% in 2022-
23 (April-February). Imports have
been shifted towards Singapore,
South Korea and Vietnam.

A significant fall in share from
China was seen in imports of  fer-
tilizers -- from 21.9% in 2021-22
(April-February) to 13.9% in 2022-
23 (April-February) and this ac-
counts for around half  a billion
fall in imports from China. A major
chunk of  the demand for fertilizers
has shifted toward Russia where im-

port share has increased from 5.21%
to 17.2% in 2022-23 (April-February).

The rising trade figures have
helped India surge its foreign ex-
change reserves to $600 billion after
a gap of  several months. But global
slowdown affected merchandise
trade. It has grown just over 6%.
This is reflected also in the do-
mestic manufacturing. It is on a see-
saw mode going up marginally
with a subsequent fall. Global de-
mand is low and Indian exports
do not have a wide range to offer. 

The top exports from India are
refined petroleum $49 billion, dia-
monds $26.3 billion, packaged
medicaments $19.2 billion, jew-
ellery $10.7 billion, rice $10 billion,
and exports to the US $71.2 billion,
UAE $25.4 billion, China $23.1 bil-
lion, Bangladesh $14.1 billion, and
Hong Kong $11.2 billion.

The present trade deficit is $122
billion. The country’s trade deficit
in 2021-22 was $83.53 billion. This is
being defended by the Commerce
Ministry as it reflects the country’s
growing demand despite the global
slump. Officially it is also stated
that India’s import dependence on
China has reduced from 15.43% of
the total merchandise to 13.79%.

“Based on services exports es-
timates and actual numbers of
goods exports, we have surpassed

our target of  $750 billion to hit
$770.18 billion. Growth is significant
as there were recessionary condi-
tions elsewhere, despite global
headwinds, we have not only
achieved the target, but also sur-
passed it,” says Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal. 

India’s exports have increased
substantially to countries like
Russia (369.44%), Indonesia (62.8%),
Saudi Arabia (23.31%), Singapore
(24.43%) and Korea (21.46%).

The rupee trade with 18 countries
is stated to be positive though now
the logistics are being put in place.
According to the government, there
are many issues that are being ad-
dressed. The rupee has one ad-
vantage that it could be exchanged
with other currencies. But the
countries also want to observe the
level of  exposure to each other.
Russia is one of  the oldest part-
ners in rupee trade. But it had ear-
lier faced problems with excess
rupee reserves. 

India in the course of  time hopes
to manage its merchandise and
other trades more strategically to
take a leap in world affairs. 

The writer is Professor,
Indian Institute of  Mass

Communication. 
©INFA

‘GRAMMAR OF ANARCHY’
L

ast week we celebrated the
birth anniversary of  Dr.
Ambedkar, an occasion to
discover and rediscover a

giant of  modern India. His in-
credible life itself  was his mes-
sage. With the passage of  time his
words ring true. One of  his most
prophetic speeches was the last
one he delivered to the Constituent
Assembly, when the final draft of
the Constitution was adopted. He
delivered that speech on 25
November 1949 exactly two months
before India became a Republic.
This is a speech which must be read
by every school child. It is also
commonly known as the
“Grammar of  Anarchy” speech. If
India got freedom on 15 August
1947, then it can be said that we got
“responsibility” on January 26,
1950. Freedom and responsibility
are two sides of  the same coin of
nationhood. 

As Dr. Ambedkar says in the
concluding part of  the speech, “let
us not forget that this independence
has thrown on us great responsi-
bilities. By independence, we have
lost the excuse of  blaming the
British for anything going wrong.
If  hereafter things go wrong, we
will have nobody to blame. Except
ourselves.”  In the same speech
he envisaged three potent dan-
gers to India’s nascent democracy.
The first is the tendency to hero
worship or build personality cults
in politics. He said, “in India,
Bhakti or what may be called the
path of  devotion or hero-worship,
plays a part in its politics un-
equalled in magnitude by the part
it plays in the politics of  any other
country in the world. Bhakti in
religion may be a road to the sal-
vation of  the soul. But in politics,
Bhakti or hero-worship is a sure
road to degradation and to even-
tual dictatorship.”  

The second danger he warned
about was the incompatibility of
political equality with rising social
and economic inequality. He ad-
vocated a social democracy, which
“means a way of  life which rec-
ognizes liberty, equality and fra-
ternity as the (basic) principles.”
The danger he warned was that if
something wasn’t done to address
rising inequality, then those very

people who were deprived and op-
pressed would blow up the mag-
nificent edifice (of  democracy)
which the founders had so painstak-
ingly built. His warning came al-
most twenty years before the first
instance of  Naxal violence. It has
taken another two decades for the
State to recognise it as not merely
a law-and-order problem, but one
of  lack of  equitable socio-eco-
nomic development as well.  The
third danger that Dr. Ambedkar
spoke of  was the need to protect
the sanctity of  constitutional meth-
ods. We must abandon the meth-
ods of  civil disobedience, non-co-
operation and satyagraha. This
is nothing but the rejection of  law
and order. He might as well have
added extra-constitutional meth-
ods like mob lynching and vigilante
justice. These methods are noth-
ing but  the “Grammar of
Anarchy”.  If  people adopt these
methods, then it would be a failure
of  not just the Constitution, but the
State as well. The working of  the
Constitution needs the working
of  the organs of  the State, i.e. the
judiciary, the legislature and the
executive.  But how those organs
will work will in turn depend on
the people and political parties.

Four years ago, on December 6,
2019, the death anniversary of  Dr.
Ambedkar, there was the extra-
judicial killing of  four men ac-

cused in a horrific gangrape and
murder of  a 26-year-old veteri-
narian in Hyderabad. The en-
counter killings earned the cheers
of  many people across the nation,
including Union ministers, lead-
ers of  the Opposition, celebrities,
and even sports stars. The police
were showered with petals of  grat-
itude for having done “justice” to
the victim. They became instant
heroes in the eyes of  a grateful
nation. Apparently, the police fired
in self-defence. The public jubila-
tion and thirst for instant justice
points to a complete loss of  faith
in the process of  law and judiciary.
Three years later, a Commission
appointed by the Supreme Court
headed by Justice VS Sirpurkar
found that the encounter was a
fake one. The Commission held
that the police claim of  firing in
self-defence was “bizarre” and
“unbelievable”. The Commission
also found that two of  those killed
were juveniles at the time of  their
arrest and death, a fact that had
been concealed by the police. This
is surely not the first, or the last
of  the fake encounters in our coun-
try. Are people, including the po-
lice, losing faith in constitutional
methods so earnestly championed
by Dr. Ambedkar? What would he
have said, had he been alive today?

This past week too, around
Ambedkar Jayanti, there were two

killings in Uttar Pradesh, and here
too the police said they fired in
self-defence. Two days later the
gangster-turned politician Atiq
Ahmad and his brother Ashraf
while in custody, and stepping
hand-cuffed, out of  a police vehi-
cle, were killed by three assailants,
thirsty for instant justice. The
killers were among the reporters
and people gathering around the
vehicle. Since the killing was on live
television in the presence of  re-
porters it is a new benchmark in
impunity and disdain for due
process. Asking for constitutional
methods would be chided as naïve,
if  not anti-national. After all a
gangster was killed, what if  hand-
cuffed anyway. “Murder of  law
and order” said the editorial of  a
national daily. “Art of  elimina-
tion…?” questioned another, Atiq
Ahmad had recently petitioned
the Supreme Court fearing for his
life in police custody. There were
more than a hundred criminal
cases pending against Ahmad,
ranging from kidnapping, extortion,
attempt to murder and murder.
He was also elected to Parliament
once and the State Assembly five
times. Having been an elected peo-
ple’s representative did not save him
from vigilante justice. 

In such times, one must turn to
films for insight. In the movie A Few
Good Men, a decorated army
Colonel has ordered a violent ex-
trajudicial punishment on a young
cadet which leads to his death.
When facing trial for his vigilante
action, he justifies his actions say-
ing they were in the interest of
national security, and expects to be
treated as a national hero. He spits
out these words to the lawyer ques-
tioning him: “you may find me
grotesque” but my methods are
necessary for society to function.
Finally, he is charged with murder,
and the message is the supremacy
of  constitutional methods. Surely
Dr. Ambedkar would have approved
of  the ending of  the movie. That
is the kind of  justice system we need
to save us from sinking into the an-
archy, one that heeds the prophetic
warning of  Dr. Ambedkar.

The writer is a noted 
economist. 
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The working of the Constitution needs the 
working of the organs of the State, i.e. the 

judiciary, the legislature and the executive.  But
how those organs will work will in turn depend

on the people and political parties

Rule of Lawlessness

Piloting your plane

An F-111 was flying escort with a B-
52 and generally making a

nuisance of himself by flying rolls
around the lumbering old bomber.
The message for the B-52 crew was,
“Anything you can do, 
I can do better.”

Not to be
outdone, the bomber

pilot announced that he
would rise to the challenge.
The B-52 continued its flight, straight
and level, however.
Perplexed, the fighter pilot asked,
“So? What did you do?”
“We just shut down two engines.”
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The great are strongest when
they stand alone, A God-given
might of being is their force.

SRI AUROBINDO

FREEDOM AND
RESPONSIBILITY
ARE TWO SIDES

OF THE SAME
COIN OF

NATIONHOOD

Ajit Ranade

WISDOM CORNER
If you don't design your own life plan, chances are you'll fall into
someone else's plan. And guess what they have planned for you?
Not much.

JIM ROHN

Someone is sitting in the shade today because someone planted a
tree a long time ago.

WARREN BUFFETT

Men are mortal. So are ideas. An idea needs propagation as much as
a plant needs watering. Otherwise both will wither and die.

BR AMBEDKAR
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Letters
TO THE EDITOR

THE TRADE 
DEFICIT IS BEING

DEFENDED BY THE
COMMERCE

MINISTRY AS IT
REFLECTS THE

COUNTRY’S 
GROWING DEMAND

DESPITE THE 
GLOBAL SLUMP 

Shivaji Sarkar

Shocking revelation

Sir, The staggering revelation made by Satya Pal Malik that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi asked him to ‘keep quiet’ and ‘not to tell anyone’
when informed about the failure to provide aircraft to transport CRPF
personnel despite intelligence inputs about possible attacks or to effec-
tively sanitise the route they were to travel. It is believed that the Prime
Minister may have asked Malik to keep quiet to de-link his government’s
‘incompetence’ from his ‘personal image’. The BJP made the most of  the
Pulwama attack in 2019 to sway voters in their favour. However, had the
Union Home Ministry not committed ‘lapses’, as many as 40 CRPF jawans
would not have lost their lives in the attack. The PM’s silence over Malik’s
claims has led to deepen the concerns over the government’s handling of
the Pulwama attack and its aftermath. If  the allegations made by Malik
are true, it could tarnish the image of  the PM and the BJP government.
The government has already been accused of  suppressing dissent and curb-
ing freedom of  speech, and this revelation could further erode public trust
in the government. It is essential for the government to address the issue
and provide a clarification to the public. 

Bishal Kumar Saha, MURSHIDABAD
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Hat trick

It comes from the English game of cricket and refers to a bowler who takes
three wickets with three successive balls. For those more familiar with

baseball, this is an impressive achievement, similar to a baseball pitcher
striking out three batters in a row, but much less common. It seems to have
been the custom in the nineteenth century for such a paragon of the art to
be awarded a new hat by his club as a mark of his success. However, it is
sometimes also said that the phrase alludes to a distinctly more plebeian
reward in which the bowler was permitted to take his hat around the crowd
for a collection (not necessarily a bowler hat, of course: that was named
after a couple of completely different chaps, Messrs Thomas and William
Bowler, hatmakers). Hat trick was first recorded in print in the 1870s, but has
since been widened to apply to any sport in which the person competing
carries off some feat three times in quick succession, such as scoring three
goals in one game of soccer.

Imports from China surge
SPECTRUM TRADE

Rallying point

Sir, Sharad Pawar is in the news for his puzzling stance on
Gautam Adani and the way he rushed to meet a few Opposition
leaders after their meeting with Nitish Kumar. Pawar, who
was a prime ministerial hopeful at a point in time, and has
come a long way in politics, has tremendous zeal even at 82.
The former Maharashtra Chief  Minister and former Union
minister is friends with most of  the powerful political lead-
ers of  the country. Some call it an absence of  ideology but
many term it clever politics.  Prime Minister Modi has
showered praises on him. It is common knowledge that
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi look for his advice when
it matters. Many Opposition leaders view Pawar as a ‘trou-
bleshooter’ who would not think twice in assuming re-
sponsibilities entrusted upon him. Pawar may be a rallying
point for the Opposition to take on the BJP because of  all lead-
ers at present he seems to be the most friendly, approachable
and agreeable to all.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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Chandigarh/New Delhi, April
17: An Army jawan has been ar-
rested for allegedly killing four sol-
diers at the Bathinda Military Station
with a stolen assault rifle, an official
said Monday.

Gunner Desai Mohan had ear-
lier claimed that he saw two men
with a rifle and an axe near the site
of  the firing at the military base in
Punjab,  Bathinda Senior
Superintendent of  Police Gulneet
Singh Khurana said. Later, he con-
fessed to killing Sagar Banne, Yogesh
Kumar J, Santosh M Nagaral and
Kamalesh R with a stolen INSAS
weapon on April 12, he said. 

An official said Mohan alleged that
he was physically abused by these
soldiers. Khurana, however, said
the motive cannot be disclosed be-
fore the media but Mohan had some
personal enmity with these soldiers.
The Army reported the death of
another soldier at the same mili-
tary base a day after the shooting in-
cident but it said it was not linked
to the killings."The case purport-
edly seems to be of  attempted sui-
cide," the Army had said.

On April 12, Mohan said he saw
two unidentified men, their faces and
heads covered with cloth, coming out
of  the barracks after the firing.

However, he kept changing his state-
ments, the SSP said. Speaking to
the media in Bathinda, Khurana
said Mohan tried to mislead inves-
tigators from the beginning. Since
one weapon had gone missing, he
concocted the story having seen
two persons in 'kurta-pyjama' car-
rying the INSAS rifle.

In a statement, the Army said,
"After sustained interrogation, one
individual named Gunner Desai

Mohan, from the artillery unit where
the incident occurred has confessed
to his involvement in stealing an
INSAS rifle and killing four of  his
colleagues to the police," the Army
said.

The INSAS rifle along with 28
rounds of  ammunition -- 20 car-
tridges and eight rounds of  LMG -
- went missing from the base two days
before the firing incident. During the
investigation, it became clear that

an INSAS rifle and cartridges, which
were stolen, were used in this inci-
dent, Khurana said.

He said in incidents in which an
"internal weapon" is used, it raises
suspicion on the involvement of  an
insider. "The statement made by
the individual while filing the ini-
tial FIR on April 12, mentioning
two persons in civil dress with
INSAS rifle and axe was an attempt
to divert attention of  investigating
agencies," the Army said.

"Initial investigations indicate
that this was apparently due to per-
sonal reasons/animosity," the Army
said in a statement. "As per his con-
fession, on early morning of  April
9, he stole the weapon along with a
filled magazine. He then hid the
weapon," the Army said. 

Mohan then proceeded to throw
the weapon into a sewage pit, it
said. Police had recovered 19 empty
cartridges of  the INSAS rifle from
the spot.

After committing the crime,
Mohan dumped the weapon and
eight live cartridges and a cartridge
that got misfired into the pit, SSP
Khurana said, adding that the rifle
was recovered the same day.

“Out of  nine cartridges, we re-
covered seven cartridges. Our joint
operation with the Army is under-
way,” he added.
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New Delhi, April 17: Heatwave
conditions are predicted in parts
of  east India over the next four days
and the northwest region of  the
country over the next two days, the
Met office said Monday.

The Gangetic West Bengal and
Bihar may see heatwave condi-
tions for four days on the trot.
Sikkim, Odisha and Jharkhand
may also experience heat wave
conditions over the next two to
three days. Similar conditions are
expected in isolated pockets over
Punjab and Haryana on April 17,
and western Uttar Pradesh on
April 18. Eastern Uttar Pradesh
may also be affected on April 18-
19, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

Heat wave conditions have been
prevailing in isolated pockets of  the
Gangetic West Bengal for the last

six days, coastal Andhra Pradesh
for four days and Bihar for three
days, it said. The Met office said
a western disturbance active in the
western Himalayan region will
provide some relief  from the soar-
ing temperatures in the plains of
northwest India starting Tuesday.

Punjab, Haryana, Delhi and

Rajasthan are likely to experience
isolated to scattered rainfall dur-
ing April 18-20, it said. Heavy rain-
fall is anticipated in isolated areas
of  Jammu and Kashmir, and
Ladakh on April 18.

Himachal  Pradesh and
Uttarakhand are expected to ex-
perience heavy rainfall on April

18-19. Isolated hailstorms are likely
over  Himachal  Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Punjab over the
next two-three days.

The threshold for a heatwave is
met when the maximum temper-
ature of  a station reaches at least
40 degrees Celsius in the plains, at
least 37 degrees Celsius in coastal
areas, and at least 30 degrees
Celsius in hilly regions, and the de-
parture from normal is at least
4.5 degrees.
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Just like in the
Delhi policy, the

AAP government in Punjab
created a monopoly in the
liquor trade by handing over
the entire business to 
few contractors
SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL | SAD CHIEF

The registration for the annual Amarnath
pilgrimage began Monday with scores of
people lining up at designated bank branches
across the country to secure a permit. The
62-day pilgrimage to the 3,880-metre-high
cave shrine in south Kashmir is scheduled to
start July 1 and continue till August 31

REGISTRATION BEGINS
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Modi ji is giving
political
speeches in the

name of inaugurating
roads or flagging off
train. He called me a
friend…I am his
friend and then too he is doing
politics to win polls. They got chance
to form government and look how
constitution and democracy is
violated

ASHOK GEHLOT | RAJASTHAN CM

of the
day uote 

There is no law
and order in
Uttar Pradesh.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath claims
criminals have left
the state whereas
they are killing people while sitting
in jails. Their (BJP government) claim
about making UP crime free are
bogus

BHUPESH BAGHEL | CHHATTISGARH CM

Sisodia’s judicial
custody extended
New Delhi: A special Delhi court
Monday extended the judicial
custody of AAP leader Manish
Sisodia in the corruption and
money laundering cases
lodged by the CBI and the ED
respectively in the alleged
excise scam.  Special Judge M
K Nagpal extended the custody
of Sisodia in CBI case till April
27 and in the ED case till April
29, after he was produced
before the court on expiry of
his judicial custody granted in
the two cases earlier. 

TMC MLA arrested 
Kolkata/Murshidabad:
Trinamool Congress MLA Jiban
Krishna Saha was arrested
Monday by the CBI from his
residence in West Bengal's
Murshidabad district in
connection with its
investigation into the school
jobs-for-bribes scam, officials
said. Saha, an MLA from the
Burwan constituency, was
being questioned by the CBI
since April 14 in connection
with the case as searches went
on at his house in connection
with the illegal recruitments in
state sponsored and aided
schools, they said. 

Gujarat AAP leader
granted bail 
Surat: Gujarat Aam Aadmi Party
leader Gopal Italia was Monday
arrested in connection with a
case registered in September
last year for allegedly using
defamatory words against state
Bharatiya Janata Party leaders
and was granted bail. The case
was lodged in Umra police
station in Surat on September
2, 2022 for using allegedly
defamatory words against state
BJP chief CR Paatil and Gujarat
minister Harsh Sanghavi. 

SHORT TAKES

When we won
elections in
Goa and

Uttarakhand,
Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge
reacted by saying
these are small states. But he should
understand that small states are
important parts of the country

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

national
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Kotdwar (Uttarakhand), April
17: A 75-year-old man was mauled
to death by a tiger in the second
such incident within a week in
th e  Rikhn ikhal  block  o f
Uttarakhand's Pauri district,
prompting the authorities to impose
a night curfew in two dozen villages.

District Magistrate (Pauri)
Ashish Chauhan said a curfew has
been imposed in 25 villages from
7 pm to 6 am. All schools and
Anganwadi centres in the area

have also been ordered shut till
Tuesday. Forest Ranger Mahendra
Singh Rawat said the half-eaten
body of  Ranveer Singh Negi was
recovered by villagers on Sunday. 

He lived alone at his home in
Simli village in the Kalagarh Forest
Division close to the Corbett Tiger
Reserve. Negi was ostensibly not
responding to telephone calls from
his relatives in Dehradun since
Saturday, Rawat said.     

The relatives informed the vil-
lagers about the matter and urged
them to check up on him. When

some villagers made their way to
Negi's home, they found blood
stains along the way. After a long
search, they recovered the septu-
agenarian's half-eaten body from
the bushes around 150 metres from
his home, Rawat said. 

This is the second such incident
in the area in three days. Birendra
Singh (72) was mauled to death by
a tiger in the Dalla village, 25 kilo-
metres from Simli, when he had
gone to harvest the wheat crop in
his field on April 13.

On Monday, a video surfaced in
which a tiger is seen moving freely
in the fields of  Dalla village while
cattle graze a few metres away.
Rawat, the forest ranger, said the
next of  kin of  those killed in tiger
attacks will be given Rs 4 lakh in
compensation.

Kotdwar MLA Dilip Singh
Kunwar has requested Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
to declare the tiger a man-eater.
A Forest department official said
a cage has been put up in a vil-
lage to trap the tiger. The villagers
have also been advised not to ven-
ture into the forests to bring fod-
der for their livestock. The Animal
Husbandry department has been
asked to make animal feed avail-
able at people's doorsteps for the
time being.

Tiger terror in U’khand: Curfew imposed in villages
District Magistrate (Pauri) Ashish Chauhan said a 

curfew has been imposed in 25 villages from 7 pm to 6
am. All schools and Anganwadi centres in the area 

have also been ordered shut till Tuesday

Aadhaar-property
link: HC seeks reply
New Delhi: The Delhi High Court
Monday asked the Centre to file
reply on a plea seeking linking of
immovable and movable 
property documents of 
citizens with their Aadhaar
numbers to curb corruption, 
black money generation, and
'benami' transactions. A bench of
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice Yashwant
Varma granted four weeks 
to the ministries of Finance, 
Law, Housing and Urban Affairs
and Rural Development to 
file their responses to the 
petition. The bench, which orally
observed that “it a good matter
and let replies come”, listed the
matter for further hearing on July
18. During the hearing, 
Additional Solicitor General
Chetan Sharma along with 
Central government standing
counsel Manish Mohan,
representing the Centre, termed
the issue as an important one.

Jawan held for killing 4 soldiers 

REUTERS PHOTO
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Lucknow, April 17: A Special
Investigation Team (SIT) has been
formed to probe the killing of  Atiq
Ahmad and Ashraf, even as the
three assailants who shot the two
brothers were shifted from the
Prayagraj Central Prison to a
Pratapgarh jail Monday.  

The shifting of  the shooters to
the Pratapgarh District Jail was
done on administrative grounds, of-
ficials said. Special Director General
of  Police (Law and Order) Prashant
Kumar said the SIT was formed
on the instructions of  Prayagraj
Police Commissioner Ramit
Sharma.

"The investigation of  the case per-
taining to the murder of  Atiq
Ahmad and his brother Khalid
Azim alias Ashraf  is being car-
ried out by the SHO of  Shahganj
police station," said a statement
issued by Sharma on
Sunday night."...In
order to ensure im-
partial and qualita-
tive investigation, this
investigation will be
car ried out  by a
Special Investigation
Team," it added.

According to the
statement, the SIT will
be headed by
Additional Deputy
Commissioner of
Police, Crime, Satish
Chandra, while it’s
other two members are Assistant
Commissioner of  Police (Kotwali
police station) Satyendra Prasad
Tiwari and Inspector, Investigation
Cell of  Crime Branch, Om Prakash.

In another statement, Uttar
Pradesh Director General of  Police
R K Vishwakarma said a three-
member team of  supervisors has
also been formed to ensure quali-
tative investigation and time-bound
action. This team is headed by the
additional director general of  po-
lice of  Prayagraj zone. The other
two members are the police com-
missioner of  Prayagraj and the di-
rector of  the Forensic Science
Laboratory, Lucknow, the DGP
said.

The three assailants -- Mohit
alias Sunny (23) of  Hamirpur,
Lavlesh Tiwari (22) of  Banda and
Arun Maurya (18) of  Kasganj --
were taken from Prayagraj at 12
noon and reached Pratapgarh at 2.10
pm, the officials said.

The trio were arrested soon after
the dramatic shootout outside the
Prayagraj hospital where policemen
were escorting gangster-politician
Ahmad and his brother Ashraf  for
a medical check-up Saturday night.

Sources said that the police may
submit an application in the court

in a day or two seeking
remand of  the three
assailants. On Sunday,
the attackers were sent
to 14-day judicial cus-
tody by the court.
Meanwhile, Prayagraj
Central Prison offi-
cials refuted reports
in a section of  media
regarding the health of
Ali, the Atiq Ahmad's
son who is currently
lodged there, and said
that these reports are
"not true" and he is

"completely healthy". According
to the reports, Ali has been unwell
since hearing the news of  his fa-
ther's killing.

Normal activities were yet to
resume in Kasari-Masari, the place
where Ahmad's ancestral house is
located, and adjoining areas of
Prayagraj on Monday, a day after
the former MP and his brother
Ashraf  were buried in their na-
tive place.

The sensitive places in Allahabad
West assembly constituency, which
was the stronghold of  the former
Lok Sabha MP, on Monday con-
tinued to witness heavy deploy-
ment of  police personnel. However,
normalcy returned to other parts
of  the city, including in and around
Civil Line bus depot and Hanuman
Temple on Monday.  According to
the police, the three assailants
posted as journalists, carrying
video cameras, mike and media
identity cards.

Atiq’s killers shifted
from Prayagraj jail 

Same-sex marriage
reflects elitist
views, says Centre
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17:The Supreme
Court agreed to hear Tuesday a
plea filed by the Centre question-
ing the maintainability of  the pe-
titions seeking legal validation
of  same-sex marriage.

A bench headed by Chief  Justice
D Y Chandrachud took note of
the submissions of  Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, who men-
tioned the plea to decide a pre-
liminary issue.

"Yes, it will be listed tomor-
row," the bench also comprising
justices P S Narasimha and J B
Pardiwala said.

Terming the petitions seeking
legal validation of  same-sex mar-
riage as one which reflect an
"urban elitist" view for the purpose
of  social acceptance, the Centre
has told the Supreme Court that
recognition of  marriage is es-
sentially a legislative function
which the courts should refrain
from deciding.

Questioning the maintainability
of  the petitions, the Centre has
said that legal validation for same-
sex marriages will cause com-
plete havoc with the delicate bal-
ance of  personal laws and accepted
societal values. 

A five-judge Supreme Court
constitution bench is scheduled
to hear from Tuesday a batch of
petitions seeking legal validation
of  same-sex marriages.

A bench of  Chief  Justice D Y
Chandrachud and justices S K
Kaul, S Ravindra Bhat, P S
Narasimha and Hima Kohli will
hear the petitions which were re-
ferred to a larger bench for an
authoritative pronouncement
on March 13 by the CJI-led
bench, saying it is very semi-
nal issue. 

The hearing and the conse-
quential outcome will have sig-
nificant ramifications for the
country where common people
and political parties hold divergent
views on the subject. 

Heatwave to persist in east India: IMD 
THE GANGETIC WEST BENGAL

AND BIHAR MAY SEE
HEATWAVE CONDITIONS 
FOR FOUR DAYS ON THE TROT

ISOLATED HAILSTORMS ARE
LIKELY OVER HIMACHAL

PRADESH, UTTARAKHAND 
AND PUNJAB OVER THE 
NEXT TWO-THREE DAYS

UP Director
General of Police
said a 3-member

team of 
supervisors has
been formed to

ensure qualitative 
investigation and
time-bound action 

Tourists shield themselves from the sun during their visit to the Taj Mahal in Agra PTI PHOTO

The INSAS rifle along with 28 rounds of ammunition -- 20 cartridges 
and eight rounds of LMG -- went missing from the base two days before
the firing incident

After committing the crime, Mohan dumped the weapon and eight live
cartridges and a cartridge that got misfired into the pit, SSP Khurana
said, adding that the rifle was recovered the same day 
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhopal, April 17: With just a few
months left for the Assembly elections
in Madhya Pradesh, the Bharatiya
Janata Party is collecting ground
feedback, which is not good for many
veteran leaders of  the state. This is
the reason why all the contenders are
having sleepless nights.

Also, the formula of  Gujarat
and Karnataka has increased the
concerns of  the claimants.

The BJP, which has been on alert
mode since the 2018 Assembly elec-
tion results, is not ready to make
any blunders in the next elections
that could come in the way of  its
retention of  power. Therefore, the
party is engaged in gathering feed-
back from the grassroots level.

The ground reports show that in
the present situation it is not easy
for the party to get a majority in the
elections. There is resentment
among the people against the gov-
ernment and the legislators. It
can’t be eliminated but it can be re-
duced. For this, tough decisions
need to be taken.

The major concern of  the gov-
ernment is regarding education,

agriculture and the labour class.
For this reason, a meeting of  office
bearers of  the organisation was held
at the Chief  Minister’s residence
with representatives and ministers.

According to sources, on the
basis of  the ground report, the
party has decided that new faces
should be given place in the up-
coming elections as there is re-
sentment against many MLAs. For
this, the party is also going to work
on the age formula. The party is also
deciding that the leaders who have
crossed the age of  65 years should
be kept away from politics.

In the 2018 Assembly elections,
the BJP had denied tickets to more
than 50 MLAs, including many big
names. This time the BJP is work-
ing on the strategy of  moving for-

ward on the formula of  Gujarat
and Karnataka as well, due to
which it is expected that tickets
may be denied to half  of  the 127
MLAs of  the party.

The biggest change in the poli-
tics of  the state may be seen after
the election results in Karnataka.
On the basis of  these results, the
party will work on further strate-
gies in Madhya Pradesh. Despite
this, it is certain that the BJP has
almost made complete prepara-
tions to bet on new and young faces
in the next election.

The churning going on within the
party has given sleepless nights
to veteran leaders who have won the
Assembly elections several times
and are trying to stake claim for the
next time also.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Guwahati, April 17: Following
the CBI’s questioning of  Delhi
Chief  Minister Arvind Kejriwal
in the excise policy scam case, the
AAP has accelerated its attack on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the BJP.

While his party leaders are al-
leging that PM Modi invested crores
of  rupees in controversial indus-
trialist Gautam Adani's establish-
ments, the opposition parties in
Assam, surprisingly are accusing
the Delhi Chief  Minister of  di-
viding the anti-BJP votes and thus
in turn helping the saffron party
to win elections.

As a part of  his party's national
ambition, Kejriwal has targeted
Assam for the party expansion. In
the last year's local body election,
AAP came second in the Guwahati
municipal polls, while the Congress
was behind them. This further fu-
elled AAP's aspiration to grow in
this state.

Kejriwal recently visited Assam
and participated in a rally in
Guwahati. Prior to this and after
his visit to the state, there were ex-
changes of  words between the
Delhi Chief  Minister and his
Assam counterpart, Himanta
Biswa Sarma.

Arvind Kejriwal came down
heavily on Sarma on a number of
issues, including governance, ed-
ucation,  health,  and so on.
Kejriwal also attacked the Assam
Chief  Minister for his wife's de-
cision to open a big private school
in the state.

The AAP leader said, “I have
heard that Assam Chief  Minister's
wife has opened a private school
where lakhs of  rupees in fees were

taken. This is very dan-
gerous. If  the Chief
Minister's wife her-
self  runs private
schools, the state
education system
will soon collapse
entirely.”

Himanta Biswa
Sarma sharply re-
acted to  Arvind
Kejriwal and warned
the Delhi Chief  Minister
not to lie on the land of  Goddess
Kamakhya.

“How come the Delhi Chief
Minister boasts that he has given
12 lakh jobs to unemployed youths
in Delhi, when the total number of
positions sanctioned under the
Delhi government is about 1.5
lakh,” Sarma asked.

He added, “Since lying is typically

regarded as sinful in the
area of  Maa

Kamakhya, I request
the Delhi chief  min-
ister not to do so.”

This was well
expected, however,
it was surprising

that Congress and
the AIUDF have also

launched fronts
against Arvind Kejriwal.

Congress leader Debabrata
Saikia said, “Arvind Kejriwal has
come to Assam to break the
Opposition unity. He criticised the
Congress party during his recent
visit. Instead of  unifying the op-
position, he was actually trying to
help the BJP to win votes. This
will make our fight against the
BJP weaker.”

Badruddin Ajmal’s party, the All

India United Democratic Front
(AIUDF), also took a jibe at
Kejriwal.

AIUDF MLA Rafiqul Islam said,
“Himanta Biswa Sarma is giving
a platform to Kejriwal so that he can
break the secular vote in Assam.
On the other hand, Kejriwal is also
highlighting Sarma, trying to make
him a leader at the national level.
There is a secret understanding
between the two. It will come to
light one day.”

There are obvious reasons for the
two primary Opposition parties
to fear AAP’s activities in Assam.
Kejriwal’s meeting in Assam drew
a good crowd. But according to po-
litical experts, the Aam Aadmi
Party meeting was attended by
people mostly from one particu-
lar community. Muslim supporters
were more numerous.

Moreover, in the Guwahati mu-
nicipal election, AAP's only coun-
cillor won the ward, where Muslim
votes are in the majority. It goes
without saying that AAP has gained
the support of  a section of  Muslims
in Assam.

Obviously, AIUDF is also worried,
along with the Congress, that AAP
may take away a share of  the
Muslim votes in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. The opposition leaders have
given the example of  last year's
Gujarat election, where the anti-BJP
votes were divided between the
AAP and Congress, and that paved
the way for a big win for the BJP
in that state

The Congress and AIUDF lead-
ers are anticipating that Arvind
Kejriwal's party entering elec-
toral politics in Assam will in
turn help the BJP win the max-
imum number of  Lok Sabha seats
in the state.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal, April 17: Male cheetah
Oban has once again strayed out of
Kuno National Park in Shivpuri in
Madhya Pradesh, officials said
Monday, the development coming
days after it had ventured out of  the
facility and was brought back post
tranquilisation.

Five-year-old Oban is out of
KNP, which has a core area of  748
square kilometres, and its sur-
rounding 487 square kilometre
buffer zone since Sunday and is in
neighbouring Shivpuri forest di-
vision, an official told PTI on the

condition of  anonymity.
“It does not pose a threat to hu-

mans, nor do humans pose a threat
to it. So there is no need for tran-
quilisation to bring it back. A close
eye is being kept on its movement,”
he added.

Oban is safe and secure, KNP
Director Uttam Sharma told PTI,
but refused to share details of

its current location.
Oban, one of  the eight cheetahs

that were brought from Namibia
September 17 last year, had strayed
out of  KNP April 2, and was rescued
from Bairad in Shivpuri April 6.

When asked whether this move-
ment by Oban hinted at lack of
space for these animals in KNP,
Sharma said, “Nobody exactly

knows how much space a cheetah
needs given the fact that they
went extinct more than seven
decades ago. In fact, we are learn-
ing about them after their translo-
cation (to KNP) from Namibia
and South Africa.”

Brushing aside comments by
some experts on the space needed
by cheetahs to lead a fulfilling life

in the wild, Sharma said “experts
had claimed cheetahs can’t breed
in captivity but they were proved
wrong as Siyaya gave birth to four
cubs in March in KNP.”

Deshdeep Saxena, wildlife ex-
pert and author of  ‘Breathless:
Hunted and Hounded, the Tiger
Runs for Its Life’, however, said
there was immediate need to de-
velop 4000 square kilometres of
landscape attached to KNP for chee-
tahs to move about.

“We are seeing the trait of  chee-
tahs venturing out of  the park
when just four of  them have been
released into the wild. What will
happen when the rest (15) will
also be set free? These animals
were raised in fenced game re-
serves in South Africa and
Namibia and their outings pose
a threat of  man-animal conflict,”
Saxena opined.

While the eight cheetahs from
Namibia were brought to KNP
September 17, a set of  12 were
brought from South Africa
February 18 this year. One of  them
died due to renal problem.

The country’s last cheetah died
in Koriya district of  present-day
Chhattisgarh in 1947 and the species
was declared extinct in 1952. 
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Guwahati, April 17: Following
the first rhino poaching case of
the year at the Kaziranga National
Park, Assam Chief  Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma took stock
of  the situation to avert such cases
in the future, officials said Monday.

Sarma Sunday visited the vul-
nerable areas in Kaziranga National
Park on the banks of  river
Brahmaputra and had an interac-
tion with the forest guards.

He assessed the security meas-
ures at different camps in Kaziranga
to put a stop to poaching.

The Chief  Minister’s visit came
two days after the body of  an alleged
rhino poacher who had earlier fled

from police custody was found in
the Brahmaputra.

Four rhino poachers were the tar-
get of  an operation April 14 by the
Special Task Force (STF) of  the
Assam Police in the Batadrava
neighbourhood of  Nagaon.

While the other three escaped the
area, the task team caught one
poacher during the operation.

He was identified as Saidul Islam,
and a rhino horn weighing 750
grams was recovered from him.

While being taken to the Bagori
region of  the Kaziranga National
Park to find the rhino carcass,
Saidul Islam escaped from police cus-
tody. He was a resident of  Lahorighat
in Nagaon district. There was no ad-
ditional information of  him.

AGENCIES

Bhopal, April 17: Police have
imposed Section 144 of  the
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC)
in Madhya Pradesh's Khandwa
city, to bar the assembly of  four or
more people, after stone-pelting
following an incident of  kidnap-
ping, officials said Monday. 

Tension prevailed after a group
of  people staged a protest at Moghat
police station, besides the stone-pelt-
ing incident in Gandhi Nagar area
Sunday, they said. 

Some people tried to create com-
munal tension, but the situation is
now peaceful, a senior official said.

A girl was sitting with two men
in a cafe in Anand Nagar area on
Sunday when a group of  people

allegedly abducted the two men, as
per police sources.

After getting information on
Sunday afternoon that two men
were abducted from a cafe, po-
lice rescued them, Moghat police
station in-charge Brijbhushan
Hirve said. 

The police registered a case on
charges of  thrashing and kid-
napping against four named per-
sons after a complaint by the two
men, he said. 

Also, based a complaint by the
girl, another FIR was registered
in connection with the same inci-
dent, the official said.

Following the two cases, two per-
sons named in the FIR were de-
tained and search was on for the
other accused, he said.

Later, a corporator along with
some people reached Moghat police
station in protest against the reg-
istration of  the case, which fur-
ther fuelled tension, as per sources.

Superintendent of  Police
Satyendra Shukla said after the in-
cident of  kidnapping, four peo-
ple were named in the FIR and
two of  them were detained, fol-
lowing which a group created
ruckus at the police station and an
incident of  stone-pelting took place
in a nearby area. 

He said CrPC Section 144 was im-
posed in the city till further or-
ders as some people tried to create
communal tension, he said.

The situation is now peaceful, he
added.  This fresh round of  com-
munal tension in Madhya Pradesh
was witnessed just one year after
a massive riot broke out April 10
last year in Khargone.

MP BJP on tenterhooks after
negative feedback from people

THERE IS 
RESENTMENT

AMONG THE PEOPLE
AGAINST THE 

GOVERNMENT AND
THE LEGISLATORS 

Why Assam Oppn fears AAP’s entry into state 

Congress
and AIUDF

accuse Arvind
Kejriwal of trying to

break Opposition unity
in the north-eastern

state 

Cheetah strays out of KNP for second time 
OBAN, ONE OF THE

EIGHT CHEETAHS
THAT WERE BROUGHT

FROM NAMIBIA
SEPTEMBER 17 LAST
YEAR, HAD STRAYED
OUT OF KNP APRIL 2,

AND WAS RESCUED
FROM BAIRAD IN

SHIVPURI APRIL 6

Sarma reviews Kaziranga
security after rhino poaching

COMMUNAL TENSION 
IN MP’S KHANDWA

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Guwahati, April 17: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has as-
serted that India has taken a huge
lead globally in dealing with the
issue of  property rights, which re-
sult in the burdening of  the legal
system of  any country.

While attending the Gauhati
High Court’s platinum jubilee cel-
ebrations, the Prime Minister said
that even developed nations are
dealing with the issue of  unclear
property rights.

“Drone mapping of  more than
one lakh villages in the country
along with property card distri-
bution to lakhs of  citizens have
already been accomplished. This
will result in a decline in property-
related cases and ease the lives of
citizens,” the Prime Minister said.

Modi also said that there is un-
limited scope for technology to
modernise the justice delivery sys-
tem in the country.

Praising the work of  the Supreme
Court's e-committee, the Prime
Minister told the gathering about
Phase 3 of  the e-court mission as

announced in this year's Budget.
Modi also mentioned the global

efforts to use AI in the judicial sys-
tem to bring more efficiency.

“We should also try to increase
efforts to improve ease of  justice
for the common citizens through
AI,” he said.

Talking about the Alternative
Dispute Resolution System, the
Prime Minister touched upon
the traditional alternative dis-
pute resolution mechanism of
the northeast.

The Prime Minister empha-
sised the need for the government
and the judiciary to be sensitive
towards those who have been in-
carcerated for petty crimes for
years and do not have the resources
or the money. Modi then took note
of  those whose families are not
ready to accept them after the
completion of  legal processes.

The Prime Minister also gave
the example of  the abolition of
outdated laws.

“We repealed thousands of  ar-
chaic laws to reduce compliances,”
he said.

Modi mentioned that about 2,000
such laws and more than 40,000
compliances have been discontin-
ued. This along with the decrimi-
nalisation of  many provisions of
business has reduced the number
of  cases in the courts, he said.

Drone mapping of 
one lakh villages to 
solve land disputes This fresh round of 

communal tension in
Madhya Pradesh was
witnessed just one year
after a massive riot
broke out April 10 last
year in Khargone

AGENCIES

Guwahati, April 17: Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
received the Geo g raphical
Indication Registration Certificate
for Asomiya Gamosa.

At a ceremony conducted at
Sarusajai Stadium in Guwahati, CM
Sarma was presented with the cer-
tificate by the Controller General
of  Patent, Designs and Trademarks
and Registrar of  GI Registry, Dr.
Unnat P Pandit.

The GI Registration is for eight
Gamosa, namely Uka or Xadharan
Gamosa,  Phulam Gamosa,
Bihuwan, Tiani or Pani Gamosa,
Anakata Gamosa, Telos Gamosa,
Dora Boron or Jor Gamosa, and
Gossain Gamosa.

After the GI Registration, others
are not allowed to make or market
the product. The registration is a
legal acknowledgment of  the goods

for a certain geographic area or
territory.

Millions of  weavers in the state
will be protected due to the GI Tag.

Chief  Minister Sarma said, “I re-
ceived the GI Tag for our pride,
the Asomiya Gamosa. It is a mo-
ment of  honour and pride for the
people of  Assam.”

“Thanks to this accolade, Assam
will be able to legally recognise
and maintain the quality and in-
dividuality of  our pride, Asomiya
Gamosa. It will guarantee the de-
fence of  our weavers' interests,”
he continued.

GI TAG CERTIFICATE FOR
ASSAMESE GAMOSA
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of the Congress. The BJP is totally in
tatters. There is no unity and solidarity in
the rank and file of the BJP and many of
them are quitting after being denied
tickets and seeking shelter under the
Congress or some other party
M VEERAPPA MOILY | CONGRESS LEADER

Observing that the Mumbai Metro has
made an attempt to overreach the
court's jurisdiction, the Supreme Court
Monday directed it to pay Rs 10 lakh
fine within two weeks for felling of
trees in Aarey forest beyond permission

MUMBAI METRO FINED
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I believe that
individuals like
Kejriwal and his

associates who face
serious corruption
charges should not
be shown any
sympathy or support

AJAY MAKEN | FORMER DELHI CONGRESS CHIEF

of the
day uote 

Modi ji's 'Mehul
Bhai' has been
enjoying

abroad for many
years with the money
looted from our
banks. Earlier his red
corner notice was cancelled, now
this decision of the court has come.
All this has happened because of the
negligence of the Modi government.
It is clear from the repeated
negligence that this is being done
intentionally

JAIRAM RAMESH | CONGRESS LEADER

Nine injured
New Delhi: Nine people,
including four children, were
injured after two houses
collapsed in the wee hours of
Monday due to a cylinder
blast in outer Delhi's Kunwar
Singh Nagar area. The
injured have been identified
as Ajay Kumar (50), his son
Mannu (16), Vikas (35),
Parmod (35), Tushar alias
Kushal (5), Poonam (35),
Simar alias Darshna (32),
Bhumi (six months) and
Anna alias Tusti (5). 

Shops gutted
New Delhi: A row of shops
caught fire in Delhi's Sadar
Bazar area on Monday, an
official said, adding that there
were no casualties reported.
According to fire department
officials, as soon as the
authorities were alerted
regarding fire in shops located
in Gali No 2, Faiz Ganj,
Bahadurgarh road, Sadar
Bazar at around 11:30 a.m., a
total of 11 fire tenders were
immediately dispatched to the
location to bring the blaze
under control. Fortunately,
there have been no reports of
casualties or injuries so far.

Fake IAS officer
held in Kolkata
Kolkata: A man who allegedly
duped several people by
impersonating as an Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)
officer has been arrested,
Kolkata police informed
Monday. Shanta Kumar was
arrested late on Sunday night
by the cops of Burtolla Police
station under the north &
north suburban division of
Kolkata Police. 

SHORT TAKES

Aam Aadmi
Party used
activist Anna

Hazare to capture
power in the name of
corruption

KIREN RIJIJU |
LAW MINISTER

national

Gandhinagar a shadow of its Gandhian self
Gandhinagar was conceived in an-

swer to Gujarat’s passionate yearn-
ing for a showpiece state capital in

1960 and named after its most prodigious
son, Mahatma Gandhi. Gujarat came into
being on May 1, 1960 and the first stone
for the new state capital was laid August
2, 1965. Planned and implemented by H.
K. Mewada and P.M. Apte over the next
five years, the new blossom was visu-
alised as a verdant green designed to
mirror the best of  Gujarat’s rich her-
itage in traditional town planning mar-
ried to a modern outlook yet reflecting the
principles of  the Mahatma whose his-
toric ashram was rooted south of  the
emerging contours of  the new capital.

Gandhinagar was divided into 30 sectors
each of  size one km by one three-fourth
km. The government building (secre-
tariat-Vidhan Sabha) was placed in the
heart of  the city in Sector 10. Majority of
the sectors were residential in terms of
land use, each complete with all basic
residential facilities such as schools,
shopping, gardens etc. The main pattern

of  road had grid with defence establish-
ments on the eastern bank of  the river
Sabarmati. Private housing had been
provided along with government housing
thus seeking to exclude exclusive gov-
ernment colonies by-en-large.

Most importantly the growth around the
capital was regulated by a Gujarat New
Capital (periphery) Control Act 1960. This
Act restricted the growth around 8kms
of  the Gandhinagar Notified Area (GNA).
The Act was repealed after the BJP came
to power in the state. Apte had expressed
his angst in a written concern in 2011
aptly titled “Gandhinagar Endangered;
a Capital’s Plan Dismantled”.

He is forthright in pointing out that
the re-planning of  Gandhinagar has oblit-
erated its identity as a capital city, it’s
consciously designed and planned axial plan
and egalitarian, Gandhian ethos has been
dismantled. The juggernaut of  unbridled
capitalism has led to its debasement and
inorganic extension in Gandhinagar be-
coming just another suburb of  Ahmedabad.

Planning has been turned round on its

head and the state’s capital is moving
southwards as the market value of  land
between the two cities has soared with
private land developers making a killing.
The southward expansion driven purely
by profit motives will destroy Gandhinagar
and turn it into a suburb of  Ahmedabad,
it pointed out.

Narendra Modi became Chief  Minister
in 2001. A decisive majority in the
December 2002 state assembly elections
that followed the communal turmoil, pro-
vided him the necessary heft in decision-
making. In February 2003 the Gujarat
Vidhan Sabha passed the Periphery
Control (repeal) Bill designed to open up

the surrounding areas for ‘development’.
Two decades later the safeguarded green
cover around the new capital had disap-
peared yielding place to a jungle of  con-
crete. The founding- planners were very
particular about safeguarding the dis-
tinct character of  Gandhinagar from the
overwhelmingly aggressive advances of
Ahmedabad. The repeal of  the Act opened
the floodgates and the ogres of  real estate
have devoured the distinction.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s pet
project-Gujarat International Finance
Tech(GIFT) city with 886 acres worth
Rs78,000 crores(in 2015) nestling in the
armpit of  Gandhinagar and being pro-
jected as a better business hub than
Mumbai and one to rival Dubai and
Singapore also marks the erasure of  the
city’s Gandhian identity.

Interestingly there was little progress
in this project for the better part of  Modi’s
stint in Gujarat but sunshine days dawned
after he took charge in Delhi. Companies
which were reluctant to move in, devel-
oped a new found love and 12 banks

shifted backroom operations soon after.
Within a year GIFT city had sold rights
to 12.5 million sq. ft space though its tar-
get was only ten million. By 2015, two 30-
storeyed towers 123 metres high were
spiralling out of  the city aiming for the
sky, the tallest in Gujarat.

Critics aver that instead of  ‘disfiguring’
the state capital, this emerging hub could
very well have been made a part of  Dholera,
the dream city scripted by Chief  Minister
Modi,100kms from Ahmedabad  with an
international airport  and port ,indus-
trial parks and all - now being pushed
speedily into a reality with central ap-
provals and assurances.

As Chief  Minister, Narendra Modi
had little patience for the soft, green, re-
laxed ambience of  the state capital. The
man, perennially in a hurry, has un-
knowingly re-drafted the capital upon
himself- one that is moving at a frenetic
pace in a hurry to reach everywhere. An
island, a GIFT, dwarfed by overawing
high rises is now reduced to a pale shadow
of  its Gandhian self.

Gujarat
files

RK MISRA
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New Delhi, April 17: Several op-
position parties Monday raised the
pitch for a caste-based census in
the country and giving reservation
according to the population of  ST,
SC and OBC communities, with
the Congress accusing the central
government of  resisting it while
playing politics on the issue.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
said that the underprivileged need
economic and political power and
not empty words as he again called
for removing the 50 per cent ceiling
on quota and demanded reserva-
tions for Dalits and tribals based on
their population. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge has also writ-
ten to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi demanding an up-to-date caste
census, saying meaningful social jus-
tice and empowerment programmes
are incomplete without such data.

Supporting the Congress' demand,
Bihar Chief  Minister and JD(U)
leader Nitish Kumar said such a
census would be beneficial for all sec-
tions of  society. The BJP unit in
Bihar had supported a resolution at
an all-party meeting convened by
Nitish Kumar and later a unani-
mous resolution was passed in the
Bihar Assembly on caste census.
However, the BJP's central leader-
ship is yet to respond to the demand

for a socio-economic and caste cen-
sus raised now by the Congress and
other opposition parties.

"Prime Minister ji, the under-
privileged need political and eco-
nomic power, not empty words,"
Rahul Gandhi said in a tweet in
Hindi."Take these three steps: Make
the 2011 census figures public, tell
how many OBCs are there in the
country and remove the 50 per-
cent cap on reservations. Give
reservation to Dalits, tribals ac-
cording to their population," he
said. Besides the Congress, JD(U)
and the RJD, which are part of  the
ruling 'Mahagathbandhan' alliance
in Bihar, the Samajwadi Party (SP)
and the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
have also been vociferously de-
manding caste-based census.

Early this month, DMK supremo
and Tamil Nadu Chief  Minister M

K Stalin lent support to the demand
along with other opposition par-
ties during a conference convened
by his party on social justice. "There
should be a caste census, this is the
demand of  the whole country. There
is a demand in Tamil Nadu, there
is a demand in Bihar. Why is the BJP
running away?" Aam Aadmi Party
MP Sanjay Singh said Monday.

BJP ally Rashtriya Lok Janshakti
Party, meanwhile, also demanded
an increase in the reservation for
the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes."The population
share of  SCs and STs has been in-
creasing but their reservation share
remains the same which is not jus-
tified. It is requested to the cen-
tral government that the share
should be increased in line with the
population ratio of  the castes which
have been included in these cate-

gories,” the party said.
RLJP leader Pashupati Kumar

Paras is a cabinet minister in the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-
led government. The Rashtriya
Lok Janshakti Party (RLJP), which
has five Lok Sabha MPs, is based
in Bihar and draws support from
a section of  Dalits. In his letter,
Kharge stressed that conducting the
census is the responsibility of  the
Union Government.

"I am writing to you to once again
place on record the demand of  the
Indian National Congress for an
up-to-date Caste Census. My col-
leagues and I have raised this demand
earlier in both Houses of  Parliament
on a number of  occasions as have
leaders of  many other opposition par-
ties," the Congress chief  said in his
letter dated April 16.

The Bihar chief  minister said
the survey report would help the gov-
ernment in better implementation
of  welfare schemes for socially and
economically disadvantaged
groups."We have been in favour of
the caste census right from the
very beginning. When the central
government refused to do so, we
decided to conduct the caste survey
on our own. It is going on in the state.
The exercise will provide data to the
government for carrying out works
for the benefit of  weaker sections
of  society," Kumar said in Patna.

Oppn raises pitch for caste-based census
Prime Minister

ji, the
underprivileged
need political
and economic

power, not
empty words

RAHUL GANDHI |
CONGRESS LEADER
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Bangalore, April 17: Karnataka
Chief  Minister Basavaraj Bommai
said Monday said the exit of
Jagadish Shettar from the BJP
would have no adverse impact on
the party's prospects in the forth-
coming Assembly elections, and
he was surprised by his decision to
join the Congress. 

Shettar, a six time MLA and for-
mer Chief  Minister, parted ways

with the BJP after being denied
ticket to contest from Hubli-
Dharwad (Central), which he rep-
resented in the outgoing Assembly.
Bommai dismissed Shettar's charge
that he was not given respect in
the BJP and there was a con-
spiracy behind the move to drop
him. 

Shettar was treated with a lot
of  respect and the party had given
him positions.  "In his growth in
the last 25 years, the BJP played
a main role", the Chief  Minister
said.  His departure has paved
the way for emergence of  new
leadership in the region, the Chief
Minister said. 

"There is not going to be any
difference (to BJP's electoral
prospects)," he said, expressing
total confidence that the party
will return to power with a clear
majority. Bommai charged the
Congress with having a culture
of  "use and throw." 

He said the Congress would
honour leaders joining it till the
elections; thereafter, within a few
months they would face insult.
He cited the instances of  former
C o n g re s s  C h ief  Ministers
Veerendra Patil, D Devaraj Urs
and S Bangarappa, in this regard. 

Shettar’s exit will
have no impact: CM

Children take bath to get respite from heat in Dehradun PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, April 17: The CBI
hand-delivered a summons to TMC
MP Abhishek Banerjee for ques-
tioning in connection with the
teachers' recruitment scam case
on Monday, allegedly over two
hours after the Supreme Court had
stayed a high court order for his in-
terrogation.

An agency official said the no-
tice was prepared Sunday and de-
livered Monday. Terming the ac-
tion of  the agency "contempt of
court", Banerjee tweeted, "SC
stayed the Calcutta HC's order in
the morning that granted per-
mission to the central agencies
to summon me. Yet, the ‘SUM-
MON' was HAND-DELIVERED
today at 1:45 pm Grave State of  af-
fairs!"

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and
Justices P S Narasimha and J B
Pardiwala, which decided to hear
the plea on April 24, had stayed the
direction of  Justice Abhijit
Gangopadhyay of  the High Court
that TMC leader Banerjee and
Kuntal Ghosh, an accused in the
case, can be questioned by the ED
and the CBI, and such "interro-
gation should be made soon."

The stay was granted at around
11.15 AM."The petition was in the
mentioning list. Dr A M Singhvi
has adverted to the contents of
the order and the directions passed
by which the ED and CBI have
been directed to file a report with
respect to a probe in connection
with a public speech by Abhishek
Banerjee. List on April 24, 2023. Till
the next date of  listing, there shall
be stay on all action against peti-
tioner in relation to the directions
passed in impugned order," the
apex court ordered.

The Calcutta High Court April
13 had passed a slew of  directions,
asking the police not to lodge FIRs
on complaints against officers of
the CBI or the ED who are inves-
tigating the educational recruit-
ment scam of  the West Bengal
Central  School  Service
Commission and the West Bengal
Board of  Primary Education with-
out its permission.

It had asked the central agencies
to probe the role of  state TMC lead-
ers in the case. The apex court also
stayed the order of  Justice
Gangopadhyay's April 13 order di-
recting the West Bengal police not to
lodge any FIR against CBI and
Enforcement Directorate officers prob-
ing the school jobs-for-bribes scam.

436 cases of
XBB1.16.1 found 
in India: INSACOG
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: Amid rising
Covid cases in India, 436 cases of
XBB1.16.1 mutated sub-variant
have been detected in the country
till now, revealed Indian SARS-
CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (IN-
SACOG) data on Monday.

XBB1.16.1 is a mutation of
Omicron's infectious XBB1.16 vari-
ant. The XBB 1.16 variant was first
found in January when two sam-
ples tested positive for the vari-
ant. Till now, 436 cases of  the sub-
variant have been found across 18
states and Union Territories, in-
cluding Maharashtra, Delhi,
Gujarat, and Haryana, according
to INSACOG data accessed by PTI.

The INSACOG data has shown
that 2,735 cases of  the XBB1.16
variant have been found in a total
of  24 states and Union Territories.
India has recorded 9,111 new coro-
navirus infections, while active
cases have increased to 60,313, ac-
cording to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on Monday.

The INSACOG bulletin of  March
27 said an increase in infection rate
has been observed, especially in west-
ern, southern, and northern parts of
India. Among the samples collected
till the third week of  March, XBB con-
tinued to be the most commonly cir-
culating Omicron sub-lineages, the
bulletin said. The INSACOG reports
genomic surveillance of  SARS-CoV-
2 by whole genome sequencing of
samples from sentinel sites across
the country and international pas-
sengers arriving in India. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, April 17: The death toll
due  to  sunstroke  at  the
'Maharashtra Bhushan' award
event in Navi Mumbai rose to 13
after the death of  a 55-year-old
man while eight patients are un-
dergoing treatment, a civic official
said Monday. 

The deceased included nine
women and four men. The award

ceremony was held in the open
ground in Kharghar area of  Navi
Mumbai on Sunday morning,
which was attended by several
lakh people, most of  them fol-
lowers of  social worker Appasaheb
Dharmadhikari who was con-
ferred with Maharashtra's top
civilian award by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

“All bodies have been identi-
fied and their postmortem was

performed. The bodies were
handed over to their relatives,"
said Panvel Municipal Corporation
(PMC) commissioner Ganesh
Deshmukh. PMC deputy com-
missioner Vitthal Dake said eight
patients are undergoing treatment
at a hospital in Kamothe in Navi
Mumbai, while 16 others were dis-
charged. "The condition of  the
eight hospitalised patients is sta-
ble," he added. 

Shettar, a six time 
MLA and former Chief
Minister, parted ways

with the BJP after being
denied ticket to contest

from Hubli-Dharwad
(Central)

SUNSTROKE DEATH TOLL RISES TO 13

TEACHERS’ RECRUITMENT ‘SCAM’ 

CBI summons TMC
MP Abhishek Banerjee 
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We always
strive to be a

part of the solution. Wars
end with negotiation and
dialogue; that’s why we
believe in the language
of dialogue 
FUAD HUSSEIN | 
IRAQ’S FOREIGN MINISTER

A Saudi-led military coalition on
Monday freed 104 more
prisoners captured in Yemen's
war, a unilateral release that
followed an organised prisoner
swap amid renewed diplomatic
efforts to halt the conflict

PRISONERS SWAP 
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PML-N
supremo
Nawaz Sharif

will return from
London as soon as
the electoral
preparations for the
general elections begin

RANA SANAULLAH | PAK’S INTERIOR MINISTER

of the
day uote 

Why don't we
seek what we
leaders want

without chaos, no
destruction of
property, so that we
can attend to the
citizens' demands, while we discuss
what we want?

WILLIAM RUTO | KENYA’S PRESIDENT

Slovakia has
delivered the
remaining nine

of the 13 Soviet-era
MiG-29 fighter jets
that it promised to
ukraine

JAROSLAV NAD |
MINISTER OF DEFENCE OF SLOVAKIA

Highest honour
for Angela Merkel
Berlin: Former Chancellor
Angela Merkel is to be
decorated with Germany’s
highest possible honour
Monday in recognition of her
near-record 16 years at the
helm of the country. President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier plans
to bestow the Grand Cross of
the Order of Merit for special
achievement on the four-term
chancellor, who will become
only the third ex-leader to
receive that level of
distinction.  The other two
were Konrad Adenauer, West
Germany’s first leader, and
Helmut Kohl, who led
Germany to reunification.

PIO killed in SL
road accident
Colombo: A 68 year-old Indian-
origin woman from Australia
was killed and her daughter
injured when a car in which
they were travelling fell off a
cliff in Sri Lanka, police said.
Prakash Sharita Devi from Sydney
was rushed to the Gampola
General Hospital where she
succumbed to her injuries. 

Indian climber
goes missing 
Kathmandu: An Indian climber
went missing below the Camp
III of Mount Annapurna in Nepal
after he fell into a crevasse
while returning from Camp IV
this afternoon, an official of his
expedition organiser
confirmed to the IANS. Mingma
Sherpa, Chairman of Seven
Summit Treks told Himalayan
Times that Anurag Maloo, 34,
from Kishangargh of Rajasthan,
India, went missing after he fell
down from around 6,000m while
descending from Camp III. 

HK bishop 
visits Beijing 
Hong Kong: Hong Kong’s Roman
Catholic bishop arrived in
Beijing Monday, marking the
first visit to the Chinese capital
by the city’s bishop in nearly
three decades, despite signs of
Sino-Vatican strains. The five-day
trip by Bishop Stephen Chow
began about two weeks after
Vatican News, the news portal
of the Holy See, reported that
China had unilaterally appointed
a new bishop to Shanghai. 

Query continues in
Alabama shooting 
Dadeville (US): Alabama
officials are identifying the 
four people who were killed in
a weekend shooting at a
teenager's birthday party that
also injured 28. Victims include
Marsiah Emmanuel “Siah”
Collins, 19, of Opelika; Corbin
Dahmontrey Holston, 23, of
Dadeville; Philstavious “Phil”
Dowdell, 18, of Camp Hill and
Shaunkivia Nicole “Keke” Smith,
17, of Dadeville, Tallapoosa
County Coroner Mike Knox told
The Associated Press Monday. 

SHORT TAKES

international

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Paris, Apr il17: France’s govern-
ment sounded the alarm Monday
about the growing risk of  forest fires
because of  climate change, as hun-
dreds of  firefighters in the country’s
parched south wrestled with their
biggest woodland-destroying blaze
so far this year.

The fire erupted Sunday and
burned on more than 1,000 hectares
(2,500 acres) of  land along the
Mediterranean coast, and spread
across the border into northeast-
ern Spain.

On a visit Monday to the zone,
French Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin said: “The fire season is
starting early because of  climate
warming.” Forest fires have long

regularly afflicted France but gen-
erally used to start later in the
year. However, major wildfires in
Europe are now starting earlier
in the year, becoming more fre-
quent and harder to stop, and doing
more damage. 

Scientists say they’ll likely get
worse as climate change intensifies.
The Mediterranean region is warm-
ing faster than the global average.
“We're in April. We have already
seen the start of  several impor-
tant fires, notably in the south of
France,” Darmanin said.

Droughts that hit France last
year have been compounded by
shortages of  rain this past winter,
leaving already tinder-dry wood-
lands at even greater risk. French
authorities are urging home own-

ers to chop back and thin out trees
and scrublands around their prop-
erties and appealing for people to
take extra care not to discard cig-
arettes or otherwise start fires in-

advertently.
Hundreds of  firefighters backed

by water-bombing planes were de-
ployed to tackle Sunday's forest
fire between Banyuls-sur-Mer and

Cerbere in southern France that
also spilled into Spain. French res-
cue services spokesman Arnaud
Wilm

told
broadcaster FranceInfo Monday
morning that the blaze is being

successfully contained and that
its biggest flames have been ex-
tinguished but fire crews were still
working to completely stop its
spread and put it out.

On the Spanish side, firefighters
said the flames that spread close to
the town of  Portbou were still ac-
tive but had been stabilised and
were no longer spreading. They
said two border roads remained
closed to traffic and the train
service linking Portbou to Cerbere

was halted.
Spanish national television said

some 50 people were temporarily
evacuated from their houses near
the town while around 20 French
people unable to cross the border
were given accommodation
overnight in the town. 

A plane drops fire retardant over a forest fire on a hill near the village of Banyuls-
sur-Mer, southwestern France  AFP PHOTO

Firefighters battle France’s 1st major forest blaze of 2023

The
fire erupted

Sunday and burned on
more than 1,000 hectares
(2,500 acres) of land along

the Mediterranean coast, and
spread across the 

border into northeastern
Spain
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Moscow, April 17:A Russian court
convicted a top opposition activist
of  treason  Monday for publicly
denouncing Moscow’s war in
Ukraine and sentenced him to 25
years in prison. 

It was the latest move in the
Kremlin's relentless crackdown
on anyone who dares to criticise the
invasion. Vladimir Kara-Murza,
Jr., an activist and journalist who
twice survived poisonings he
blamed on the Kremlin, has re-
jected the charges against him as
punishment for standing up to
Russian President Vladimir Putin
and likened the proceedings to the
show trials during the rule of  Soviet
dictator Josef  Stalin.

Human rights organisations and
Western governments denounced
the verdict and demanded his re-
lease.  Amnesty International de-
clared the 41-year-old a prisoner
of  conscience. The charges against
Kara-Murza, who has been behind
bars since his arrest a year ago, stem
from a March 2022 speech to the

Arizona House of  Representatives
in which he denounced Russia’s
invasion of  Ukraine and other
speeches abroad. Days after that
invasion, the country adopted a
law criminalising spreading “false
information” about its military.
Authorities have used the law to sti-
fle criticism of  what the Kremlin
calls “a special military operation.”
The sweeping campaign of  re-
pression is unprecedented since
the Soviet era, effectively crimi-
nalising independent reporting on
the conflict and any public criti-
cism of  the war.

Last month, a Russian court
convicted a father over social
media posts critical of  the war
and sentenced him to two years
in prison.  His 13-year-old daugh-
ter was sent to an orphanage.
Days later, Russia's security serv-
ice arrested Evan Gershkovich,
an American reporter for The
Wall Street Journal, on espi-
onage charges. In a statement
at the end of  his trial, Kara-
Murza said that he was jailed
for “many years of  struggle
against Putin’s dictatorship.”

Kara-Murza was an associate of
Russian opposition leader and
fierce Putin critic Boris Nemtsov,
who was assassinated near the
Kremlin in 2015.  

n Politician Kara-Murza was
accused of treason

n Denied wrongdoing, said he
stood by his actions

n Spoke out strongly against the
Ukraine war and Putin

n Lobbied the West to impose
sanctions on Russia

n London and Washington
demand his release

It was the latest move in the Kremlin’s relentless 
crackdown on anyone who dares to criticise the invasion

Kremlin critic jailed in 
treason case for 25 yrs
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Khartoum (Sudan), April 17:
Sudan's embattled capital awoke
Monday to a third day of  heavy
fighting between the army and a
powerful rival force for control of
the country, as the weekend's civil-
ian death toll rose to 97.

Airstrikes and shelling intensi-
fied in parts of  Khartoum and the
adjoining city of  Omdurman. Rapid,
sustained firing was heard near
the military headquarters, with
white smoke rising from the area.
Residents hunkering down in their
homes reported power outages and
incidents of  looting. “Gunfire and
shelling are everywhere,” Awadeya
Mahmoud Koko, head of  a union
for thousands of  tea vendors and
other food workers, said from her
home in Khartoum.

She said a shell stuck a neigh-
bour's house Sunday, killing at least
three people. “We couldn’t take
them to a hospital or bury them.”
The clashes are part of  a power
struggle between Gen. Abdel-Fattah
Burhan, the commander of  the
armed forces, and Gen. Mohammed
Hamdan Dagalo, the head of  the
Rapid Support Forces, a paramili-
tary group. The two generals are for-

mer allies who jointly orchestrated
an October 2021 military coup that
derailed Sudan’s short-lived tran-
sition to democracy. Both men have
dug in, saying they would not ne-
gotiate a truce, instead engaging in
verbal attacks and demanding the
other’s surrender.

On Monday, Dagalo, whose forces
grew out of  the notorious Janjaweed
militias in Sudan’s Darfur region,
portrayed himself  in a statement
on Twitter as a defender of  democ-
racy and branded Burhan as the ag-
gressor and a “radical Islamist”.

Pro-democracy activists have
noted that both generals have a
long history of  human rights
abuses. At the same time, both
men have powerful foreign backers,
making them potentially susceptible
to mounting diplomatic pressure

to end the fighting. Since fighting
erupted on Saturday, 97 civilians
have been killed and hundreds
have been wounded, said the Sudan
Doctors' Syndicate, a pro-democracy
group monitoring casualties.

There has been no official word
on the number of  fighters killed.

Footage posted online Monday
purported to show RSF barracks in
Omdurman. The bodies of  dozens
of  men in camouflage uniforms
were seen sprawled on beds and the
floor of  a medical ward and in a
sandy outdoor area.

The authenticity of  the videos
could not be confirmed independ-
ently, but they surfaced after the mil-
itary said it has targeted RSF bases
with airstrikes. Mohmed al-
Mokhtar al-Nour, an RSF adviser,
told the Al Jazeera satellite net-

work Sunday that RSF forces have
withdrawn from the camp.

The chaotic scenes of  fighting
with tanks, truck-mounted ma-
chine guns, artillery and warplanes
in densely populated areas of  the
capital are unprecedented. Sudan
has a long history of  civil strife, but
much of  that has taken place in re-
mote tribal  areas,  far from
Khartoum. Fighting also spread
to the war-wrecked western Darfur
region, and areas of  northern and
eastern Sudan, near the borders
with Egypt and Ethiopia.

The violence erupted during the
Muslim fasting month of  Ramadan,
which ends later this week and is
capped by the three-day Eid al-Fitr
holiday. The battles created more
hardships for Sudan, where about
16 million people, or one-third of  the
population, depend on humani-
tarian assistance.

n Medics say nearly 100 civilian
deaths recorded

n US top diplomat expresses
‘deep concern’ over fighting

n Army has used air strikes to hit
rivals’ camps

n Violence began amid push to
restore civilian rule

Smoke rises from the tarmac of Khartoum International Airport as a fire burns,
in Khartoum REUTERS

Sudan battles intensify on 3rd day
UN chief calls 
for dialogue to
resolve crisis
United Nations: UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
Monday called on leaders of the
Sudanese armed forces and the
Rapid Support Forces to
immediately cease hostilities
and begin a dialogue to resolve
the crisis in Sudan. Guterres
made the appeal before
delivering his opening speech at
a UN forum on financing for
development. “I condemn the
deaths and injuries to civilians
and humanitarian workers and
the targeting and looting of
premise. I remind all parties of
the need to respect international
law, including ensuring the
safety and security of all United
Nations and associated
personnel and humanitarian aid
workers,” said Guterres.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken renewed
his call for a truce and a
return to negotiations
during a meeting of the
Group of Seven wealthy
nations in Japan Monday

Sudan’s army chief
Monday branded the

paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces a 

rebellious group and
ordered it be dissolved,

as the faction battled the
army in deadly violence

that derailed a shift to
civilian rule and 

prompted US 
calls for a ceasefire

A girl looks from behind the door of the Volodymyrsky Cathedral during a service on Orthodox Easter in Kyiv, Ukraine

REUTERS

KASSOCIATED PRESS

South Padre Island, April 17:
SpaceX called off  its first launch at-
tempt of  its giant rocket Monday
after a problem cropped up dur-
ing fuelling.

Elon Musk’s company had
planned to fly the nearly 400-foot
Starship rocket from the southern
tip of  Texas, near the Mexican bor-
der. The countdown was halted at
the 40-second mark because of  a
stuck valve in the first-stage booster.
Launch controllers couldn’t fix the
frozen valve in time, and cancelled
the attempt. 

The countdown continued, and
fuelling was completed, as a dress
rehearsal. No people or satellites
were aboard. There won’t be an-
other try until at least Wednesday.
“Learned a lot today,” Musk tweeted
after the flight was postponed.

The company plans to use
Starship to send people and cargo
to the moon and, ultimately, Mars.

SpaceX calls off 1st
launch attempt of 
its Starship rocket

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Paris, April 17:A French court
Monday acquitted Airbus and Air
France of  manslaughter charges
over the 2009 crash of  Flight 447
from Rio to Paris, which killed 228
people and led to lasting changes
in aircraft safety measures.

Sobs broke out in the courtroom
as the presiding judge read out the
decision, a devastating defeat for

victims’ families who fought for
13 years to see the case reach court.

The three-judge panel ruled
that there wasn’t enough evidence
of  a direct link between decisions
by the companies and the crash.
The official investigation found
that multiple factors contributed
to the disaster, including pilot
error and the icing over of  ex-
ternal sensors called pitot tubes.

The two-month trial left fami-

lies wracked with anger and dis-
appointment. Unusually, even state
prosecutors argued for acquittal,
saying that the proceedings didn't
produce enough proof  of  crimi-
nal wrongdoing by the companies.
Prosecutors laid the responsibility
primarily with the pilots, who died
in the crash. Airbus lawyers also
blamed pilot error, and Air France
said the full reasons for the crash
will never be known.

Airbus, Air France face verdict over 2009 Rio-Paris crash
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London, April 17: British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak is facing a
watchdog inquiry under his par-
liamentary declaration of  inter-
est obligations related to a Budget
policy that could benefit his wife,
Akshata Murty, through her busi-
ness interest in a childcare firm, it
emerged Monday.

The inquiry has been opened
by the UK’s  Parliamentary
Commissioner for Standards, an 
independent officer of  the House
of  Commons in charge of  looking
at evidence if  individual British
members of  Parliament are feared
to have broken a rule under the
‘Code of  Conduct’. 

The active inquiries on the watch-
dog's list include one opened on

Sunak, 42, last Thursday under
Paragraph 6 of  the rules of  conduct,
as Downing Street said ministe-
rial interests were “transparently
declared”.  “Members must always
be open and frank in declaring any
relevant interest in any proceeding
of  the House or its Committees,
and in any communications with
Ministers, Members, public offi-
cials or public office holders,” states
Paragraph 6.

According to the BBC, the in-
quiry relates to the British Indian
leader’s wife’s interest in Koru
Kids Ltd, which is likely to bene-
fit from a new pilot scheme an-
nounced in the Spring Budget last
month to incentivise people to be-
come childminders. 

Akshata Murty, the daughter of
Infosys co-founder Narayana
Murthy, is listed on the UK's
Companies House register as a
shareholder in Koru Kids – one of
six childminder agencies in England
listed on the government's web-
site with contact details. 

The Opposition had flagged this
fact last month and called for further
explanations at a hearing of  the
Liaison Committee – made up of  all
House of  Commons committee
chairs. Labour MP Catherine
McKinnell had asked Sunak if  he had
any interest to declare in relation to
the new childcare policy. 

Rishi Sunak faces 
Parl investigation
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I am sure we will be
able to supply 20

per cent ethanol blended
petrol by next (fiscal) year.
We also advanced the
availability of E20 blended
petrol to 2025, five years
from earlier planned in 2030
HARDEEP SINGH PURI | OIL MINISTER

Indian conglomerate Wadia Group is in talks with
strategic partners to either sell a majority stake in
loss-making budget airline Go First or completely
exit it, reports said. Go First posted its biggest
annual loss in fiscal 2022 and has been facing
operational problems in the last few months as half
of its aircraft were grounded due to supply chain
disruptions related to Pratt & Whitney jet engines

WADIA MAY EXIT GO FIRST
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Wheat
procurement
has reached 41

lakh tonne till April 16
of the current
marketing year,
slightly lower than 50
lakh tonne in the year-ago period

ASHOK K MEENA | CHAIRMAN AND MD, FCI

of the
day uote 

Gujarat attracts
one of the
highest foreign

direct investments in
India and is currently
turning into an EV
battery
manufacturing and assembly centre

ABHIJIT MALKANI | CEO, ESR INDIA

We remain
committed to
introducing a

new electric model
every year and we
are on a good
trajectory of
achieving our aim of going all
electric by 2030

JYOTI MALHOTRA | MD, VOLVO CAR

Diesel sales jump
New Delhi: Diesel sales in India
jumped up sharply in the first
half of April as agricultural
activity pick-up and trucking
increased to meet industrial
demand, preliminary industry
data showed Monday. Demand
for diesel, the most consumed
fuel in the country accounting
for about two-fifths of the
demand, soared over 15 per
cent to 3.45 million tonnes in
the first half of April when
compared to a year ago.
Month-on-month sales rose 8.4
per cent when compared with
3.19 million tonne of diesel
consumed in the first half of
March that had witnessed
seasonal slowdown. Petrol
sales rose about 2 per cent to
1.14 million tonne during April
1 to 15 when compared with
the same period of last year.
Sales however fell 6.6 per cent
month-on-month.

Adani-Total’s LNG
plant to start soon
New Delhi: Adani Group and
French company TotalEnergies’
newly built `6,000 crore facility
to import LNG at Dhamra on
the Odisha coast will start
commercial operations at the
end of May, the French firm
said Monday. The 5 million
tonne a year capacity terminal
received its first ever shipment
of liquefied natural gas - a fuel
that will be used to make
steel, produce fertilizers and
turned into CNG and cooking
gas - April 1. Qatari ship
‘Milaha Ras Laffan’ docked at
Dhamra port April 1 morning,
bringing in 2.6 trillion British
thermal units of natural gas in
its frozen form (LNG) which
will be used to commission the
facility.

Gold ETFs inflow
dips 74% in FY23
New Delhi: Inflow in gold
exchange-traded funds (ETFs)
dropped 74 per cent year-on-
year to `653 crore in 2022-23,
mainly due to profit booking in
this asset class and investors’
preference for equities.
According to data available
from the Association of
Mutual Funds in India (Amfi),
14-gold linked ETFs have seen
an inflow of `653 crore in the
fiscal year that ended March
31 this year. This was way
below than `2,541 crore inflow
seen in the segment in 2021-22
and `1,614 crore in 2019-20.

Vedanta inks pacts
with 20 Korean cos
New Delhi: Vedanta Group
Monday said it has signed
agreements with 20 Korean
companies from the display
glass industry for the
development of an electronics
manufacturing hub in India.
Vedanta was invited to a
roadshow at the recently-
concluded Korea Biz-Trade
Show 2023 organised by Korean
government-funded trade and
investment promotion
organisation KOTRA.

SHORT TAKES

business

AGENCIES

Mumbai, April 17: Apple’s chief
executive Tim Cook is likely to wel-
come customers to the iPhone
maker’s first store in India, which
is scheduled to open at the BKC
business district here Tuesday, com-
pany executives said Monday.

Store openings for the iconic
brand world over have witnessed
fans queuing up to become the first
customer, and it remains to be seen
how the people of  Mumbai wel-
come the store on a working day. On
the eve of  opening for customers,
a media preview was held at the
store which is spread over a 20,000
square feet area. 

“India has such a beautiful cul-
ture and an incredible energy, and
we’re excited to build on our long-
standing history -- supporting our
customers, investing in local com-
munities, and working together to
build a better future with innova-
tions that serve humanity,” Cook
said in a statement.

The company’s senior vice pres-
ident for retail Deirdre O’Brien
told reporters that a lot of  attention
has been given to Apple’s key beliefs
of  sustainability and inclusivity,
and pointed out that the 100-strong
team which will be on the floor will
be speaking 18 Indian languages.

The company employs 2,500 peo-
ple in the country and has indi-
rectly helped create 10 lakh jobs
through its app ecosystem, she said.

The two-storey store occupies
prime real estate at the corner of  a
sprawling mall which also houses
brands like Diesel, Michael Kors,
Kate Spade and Swarovski.

Apple’s maiden retail store in
the country has been a subject of
great speculation since at least 2019,
when the Indian policymakers
warmed up to the idea of  welcom-
ing foreign direct investment in
single brand retail. The permis-
sions to allow such stores have
come with riders like mandates on
local sourcing in the final finished
goods. The company has leased out

the space in Jio World Drive mall
for 11 years, and has been successful

in negotiating for barring 22 com-
peting brands, including Amazon,

Facebook, Google LG, Microsoft,
Sony and others, from occupying
space or advertising in close vicin-
ity. At present, Apple has a 3 per cent
share in the highly competitive
Indian smartphone market which
is ruled by Chinese and South

Korean brands. Lately, the com-
pany has upped its reliance on man-
ufacturing in India, which is in-
creasingly being seen as an
alternative for China ever since
the supply chain disruptions dur-
ing the Covid pandemic.

FOREIGN FIRMS
FLOCKING Cook to welcome customers at Apple’s first store in India

A P P L E ’ S  F I R S T  S T O R E  I S  B E I N G  L A U N C H E D  A S  T H E  C O M P A N Y  M A R K S  2 5  Y E A R S  I N  I N D I A

Now Nike, Adidas making in India
Asubsidiary of the world’s largest maker of branded sports footwear Pou

Chen will invest `23.02 billion to set up a manufacturing facility in Tamil
Nadu, the state government said Monday. The Taiwanese footwear maker
for brands like Nike, Adidas, New Balance, and Timberland manufactured
and shipped over 272 million pairs of shoes in the financial year 2022
globally, up nearly 14% from a year earlier. It already has plants in
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Myanmar, and Vietnam. “We hope this would be the
first of many investments to come (in India),” Pou Chen Vice President
George Liu said in a meeting streamed online with Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin. The investment comes nearly a year after Taiwanese peer Hong
Fu Group signed a deal to invest `10 billion to make footwear in the southern
state. Tamil Nadu made 45% of India’s footwear exports over the last five
years with many brands, including Giorgio Armani and Gucci, making their
products or sourcing raw materials from the state. Other global names like
Apple suppliers Foxconn, Salcomp and Pegatron have also been ramping up
their production in Tamil Nadu and the broader country, as they look to
diversify their manufacturing footprint away from China and Taiwan. 

Launch of second
facility in New
Delhi April 20

Cook to meet 
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

Apple sales at new zenith
Apple Inc’s sales in India hit a new high of almost $6 billion in the year

through March, highlighting the market’s increasing importance for the
iPhone maker as chief executive officer Tim Cook arrives in the country to
open its first local stores. Revenue in India grew by nearly 50%, from $4.1
billion a year earlier, according to sources. Around $9 billion worth of
smartphones were exported from India between April 2022 and February
this year and iPhones accounted for more than 50% of that, data shows.
Apple is scheduled to post quarterly earnings May 4 and has signaled it
expects total global revenue to decline.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, April 17: India and
Russia are discussing a free trade
agreement (FTA), the Russian trade
minister said Monday, an an-
nouncement that could deepen bi-
lateral commercial ties that have
flourished since war broke out in
Ukraine.

“We pay special attention to the
issues of  mutual access of  pro-
duction to the markets of  our coun-
tries,” Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Denis Manturov, who is also
the trade minister, told an event in
New Delhi. “Together with the
Eurasian Economic Commission,
we are looking forward to intensi-
fying negotiations on a free trade
agreement with India.”

Indian Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar said the Covid pandemic
had disrupted discussions on an
FTA between India and the Russian-
led Eurasian Economic Union, and
that he hoped “our colleagues will
pick up on this ... because we do be-
lieve it will make a real difference
to our trade relationship”.

“You can see that there are big
changes going on like ‘Make in
India’. We are determined to make
India a global manufacturing hub.
I want to emphasise on the oppor-
tunity of  ‘Make in India’,” he added.

Manturov said road construc-
tion material and equipment and
chemicals and pharmaceutical prod-
ucts were in demand in Russia and
“I am sure that this will create op-
portunities for Indian companies to

increase their supplies to Russia”.
Reuters reported in November

that Russia was potentially seek-
ing to import more than 500 products
from India for key sectors including
cars, aircraft and trains, given that
Western sanctions imposed over
Russia’s military action in Ukraine
have undermined its ability to keep
core industries operating.

Manturov also said Russia would
consider widening the use of  “na-

tional currencies and currencies of
friendly countries”. India has been
keen on increasing the use of  its
rupee currency for trade with Russia.

Russia describes its campaign in
Ukraine as a “special military op-
eration” against security threats,
while pro-Western Ukraine calls it
an unprovoked war of  conquest.

New Delhi has not explicitly
criticised the Russian invasion
and has called for a peaceful reso-

lution of  the conflict through dia-
logue. Russian-Indian bilateral
trade has jumped as the war has pro-
gressed.

Tapping into Asia
Russia, traditionally India’s top

source of  military hardware, dis-
placed Iraq last month to become
India’s top supplier of  crude oil.
Before the war that began in
February last year, India bought
very little oil from Russia.

Russia’s efforts to improve trade
with India form part of  its strategy
to help evade the impact of  Western
sanctions by boosting commerce
with Asian giants including China.

Moscow is also trying to increase
or maintain cooperation with other
South Asian countries, most re-
cently agreeing to settle payments
in yuan for building a nuclear
power plant in Bangladesh and
discussing discounted oil exports
to Pakistan.

Jaishankar said Indian busi-
ness could benefit from Russian
technology and that New Delhi
was working to iron out payments,
certification and logistics issues.

India, Russia talk FTA BOOSTING
RELATIONS

INDIA’S IMPORTS FROM 
RUSSIA MORE THAN

QUADRUPLED TO $46.33BN OVER
LAST FISCAL YEAR, MAINLY

THROUGH OIL

NEW DELHI IS ALSO ENGAGED IN
FTA TALKS WITH BRITAIN,

EUROPEAN UNION AND THE
GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL

There are
understandable
concerns about trade
imbalance and we need to
work with our Russian
counterparts to address this
imbalance. We should be
honest about short and
medium-term challenges.
There could be over-
compliance
S JAISHANKAR | FOREIGN MINISTER, INDIA

Because of a lack of
imports from India, it’s

not enough to use
Rupee. We need to boost
trade from India. In this
case we are looking at
balance, like for example,
we have with China - we
have 200 billion dollars
trade with China and it’s
balanced
DENIS MANTUROV | DEPUTY PM, RUSSIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: The whole-
sale price-based inflation eased to
a 29-month low of  1.34 per cent in
March on easing prices of  man-
ufactured products and fuel items,
even though food articles turned
expensive.

The inflation was 3.85 per cent
in February and 14.63 per cent
in March 2022.

“Decline in the rate of  inflation
in March 2023 is primarily con-
tributed by fall in prices of  basic
metals, food products, textiles, non-
food articles, minerals, rubber &
plastic products, crude petroleum
& natural gas and paper and paper
products,” the commerce and in-
dustry ministry said on Monday.

The headline wholesale price
index (WPI) inflation for March
eased to its lowest level since
October 2020, when the rate of  price

rise was 1.31 per cent. Last month,
inflation in food articles rose to
5.48 per cent as against 3.81 per
cent in February.

Among food items, although in-
flation in vegetables, onion and
potato remained in negative, the rate
of  price rise was higher than that
in February.

In case of  vegetables, it was at
(-)2.22 per cent in March, higher
than (-)21.53 per cent in February.
In onion, inflation was (-)36.83
per cent in March, higher than (-
)40.14 per cent in the previous
month. Inflation in wheat and
pulses was 9.16 per cent and 3.03
per cent, respectively, while in
oilseeds it was (-)15.05 per cent
in March 2023.

As per the government data, fuel
and power basket inflation eased
to 8.96 per cent in March from 14.82
per cent in February. In manufac-
tured products, inflation was (-
)0.77 per cent as against 1.94 per cent.
The deceleration in WPI comes in
line with the easing of  March re-
tail inflation.

WPI inflation eases to
29-month low in March

n March is the 10th straight month
when wholesale price index based
inflation has declined
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New Delhi, April 17: Passenger
vehicle exports from India rose 15
per cent in FY23 with Maruti
Suzuki India leading the segment
with dispatches of  over 2.5 lakh
units, as per the latest data by in-
dustry body SIAM.

The total passenger vehicle (PV)
exports stood at 6,62,891 units in the
2022-23 fiscal as compared to 5,77,875
units in 2021-22.

Passenger car shipments saw a
10 per cent growth at 4,13,787 units,
while utility vehicle exports rose
23 per cent at 2,47,493 units during
the last fiscal, the data by the
Society of  Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) showed.

Exports of  vans, however, de-

clined to 1,611 units last fiscal,
from 1,853 units in the 2021-22 fis-
cal year.

Maruti Suzuki India (MSI), the
country’s largest carmaker, ex-
ported 2,55,439 PVs last fiscal, an 8
per cent increase as compared to
2,35,670 units in the 2020-21 fiscal year.
The carmaker exports to various
markets, including Latin America,
ASEAN, Africa, the Middle East
and neighbouring regions.

Hyundai Motor India’s overseas
despatches stood at 1,53,019 units
last fiscal, up 18 per cent from
1,29,260 units in 2021-22. 

Honda Cars India exported 22,710
units, while Mahindra & Mahindra
chipped in with 10,622 units in the
2022-23 fiscal.

Overall automobile exports from
India last fiscal stood at 47,61,487
units, down 15 per cent from
56,17,359 units in 2021-22.

RIDING IN FAST LANE

Passenger vehicle exports 
from India up 15% in FY23 
MARUTI SUZUKI LED
THE EXPORTS LAST
FISCAL IN THE 
PASSENGER VEHICLE
SEGMENT. IT WAS
FOLLOWED BY
HYUNDAI MOTOR
INDIA AND KIA INDIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, April 17: Equity bench-
mark indices Sensex and Nifty
buckled under selling pressure
after nine-session rally Monday, as
massive sell-off  in IT, tech and tele-
com counters unnerved investors.

Intense selling in Infosys, which
fell over 9 per cent after lower-
than-expected revenue guidance
for FY24, and HDFC twins also
pulled the benchmarks down.

The 30-share BSE Sensex tanked
520.25 points or 0.86 per cent to set-
tle at 59,910.75. During the day, it
plunged 988.53 points or 1.63 per cent
to 59,442.47. The broader NSE Nifty
fell 121.15 points or 0.68 per cent to
finish at 17,706.85.

“The market responded nega-
tively to the weak start of  the earn-
ings season by IT bellwether and
their cautious outlook. On the
global front, the US 10-year bond
yield rose as solid US job data
raised concerns over further rate
hikes by the Fed,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of  Research at  Geojit
Financial Services.

Among the Sensex firms, Infosys
emerged as the biggest laggard,
falling over 9 per cent after the
company reported lower-than-ex-
pected growth in the fourth quar-
ter net profit and gave a weak 4-7

per cent revenue growth guidance
for FY24 amid the tightening of  IT
budgets by clients following a tur-
moil in the US banking sector.

Tech Mahindra,  HCL
Technologies, Larsen & Toubro,
NTPC, Wipro,  HDFC, Tata
Consultancy Services and HDFC
Bank were the other laggards.

The rupee depreciated 16 paise
to close at 82.01 against the US cur-
rency Monday.

Meanwhile, global oil bench-
mark Brent crude dipped 0.31 per
cent to $86.04 per barrel. Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
turned net sellers in the capital
markets as they sold shares worth
Rs 533.20 crore.

Markets halt 9-day win run
RIDING HIGH ON HEAVY BUYING BY FIIS, SENSEX HAD RALLIED OVER 2,800
POINTS IN THE LAST NINE DAYS BEFORE IT STOCKS PLAYED SPOILSPORT 

Infosys dips over 15%

Shares of Infosys Monday tanked
more than 9 per cent, wiping out 

Rs 59,349.66 crore from its market 
valuation, after the company reported 
a lower-than-expected growth in the
fourth quarter net profit and gave a
weak 4-7 per cent revenue growth 
guidance for FY24. The stock tumbled
9.40% to settle at 1,258.10 on the BSE.
On the NSE, it fell 9.37% to finish at
1,259. The company’s market valuation

also declined by Rs 59,349.66 crore to
Rs 5,21,930.34 crore. Other IT firms also
faced heavy drubbing, with Tech
Mahindra, HCL Technologies, Tata
Consultancy Services and Wipro falling
in the range of 1-5.25%. The IT index
tanked 4.77% to settle at 26,887.72.

India witnessed 88bn
payment transactions
worth `150tn in ’22
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, April 17: Led by
Unified payments interface (UPI),
payment modes like debit and credit
cards, prepaid payment instru-
ments - mobile and prepaid cards
processed 87.92 billion transac-
tions worth ̀ 149.5 trillion in 2022,
a report showed Monday.

The UPI Person-to-Merchant
(P2M) and Person-to-Person (P2P)
are the most preferred payment
modes among consumers with a
market share of  40 per cent and 44
per cent, respectively, in terms of
transaction volume (UPI was 84
per cent in total).

In 2022, UPI clocked over 74.05 bil-
lion transactions in volume and
`126 trillion in terms of  value, ac-
cording to the report by Worldline,
a global leader in payment services.

For UPI, the transaction volume
and value almost doubled since
last year as it recorded a 91 per
cent increase in volume and over
76 per cent increase in value in
2022 as compared to 2021. 

As of  December 2022, the total
number of  POS terminals deployed
by merchant acquiring banks
crossed the 7.55 million mark - a 37
per cent YoY growth.

UPI LEADS

The FTA talks mark a step-up in economic relations between the two countries despite 
calls from Western countries for India to gradually distance itself from its dominant 

weapons supplier, Russia, over its February 2022 invasion of Ukraine



Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/371594

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

y
y

P12
TUESDAY | APRIL 18 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, April 17: Bolstered
by Suryakumar Yadav’s return
to form, five-time champions
Mumbai Indians will look to con-
tinue their winning momentum
when they face a resurgent
Sunrisers Hyderabad in the Indian
Premier League here Tuesday.

Both MI and SRH are coming
into Tuesday’s match after suc-
cessive wins. They had started
the tournament with identical
back-to-back losses.

Sunday, Suryakumar snapped
his wretched run of  low scores,
which included four ducks, with
a quickfire 25-ball 43 as MI chased
down 186 with 14 balls to spare for
a comfortable five-wicket win over
Kolkata Knight Riders in Mumbai.

If  Suryakumar was sensational,
opener Ishan Kishan looked omi-
nous during his 25-ball 58 and the
duo will look to produce the fire-
works again when they take on the
Sunrisers.

MI, who had struggled in the
first two games, are now looking
a very balanced side with Tilak
Verma also in good touch, while
the dashing duo of  Cameron Green
and Tim David too producing the
goods when it mattered the most.

In the bowling department, the
wily Piyush Chawla has brought
all his experience to the fore and,
alongwith young Hrithik Shokeen,
has formed a formidable spin duo.

However, MI’s pace unit lacks
teeth without Jofra Archer, who
has been sidelined due to fresh
elbow trouble post his appear-
ance in the first match of  the sea-
son. 

In his absence, Riley Meredith
has shouldered the responsibil-
ity in the last two games that he
has played but MI are yet to zero
in on a settled pace unit having
tried Jason Behrendorff  the other

day.
Arjun Tendulkar and Duan

Jansen too were handed IPL debuts
on Sunday and it remains to be
seen if  MI persist with the duo.

Sunrisers, on the other hand,
found new heroes in Harry Brook
and Abhishek Tripathi to record
two victories in their last two
matches.

While Brook finally lived up to

the expectations with a 55-ball
100 against KKR, Tripathi had
slammed a 48-ball 74 to take the
team home against Punjab Kings.

Captain Aiden Markram’s con-
tribution in both the matches has
been immense as he held the other
end with scores of  50 and 37 in the
last two matches.  However,
Mayank Agarwal has stuck out like
a sore thumb with his lack of  runs
at the top.

Among the bowlers, spinner
Mayank Markande has been SRH’s
highest wicket-taker with six wick-
ets, while Umran Malik, Marco
Jansen and Bhubneshwar Kumar
too have troubled the opposition.

Tuesday’s match could also be
a clash between twin Jansen broth-
ers – Duan and Marco – if  both are
picked in their respective team’s
playing XI.

MI look to keep momentum

SRH
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Telecast: Star Sports channels
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, April 17: Ace shuttlers
Pramod Bhagat and Sukant Kadam
struck gold in the men’s doubles at
Brazil  Para-Badminton
International 2023. Whereas in sin-
gles, Pramod had to settle for Silver,
while Sukant secured Bronze.

Pramod and Sukant defeated
the Korean pair of  Joo Dongjae
and Shin Kyung Hwan in the men’s
doubles SL 3 – SL 4. The finals were
a tight affair, but the India pair
closed the game in straight sets.
Both Pramod and Sukant played
their best games of  the tourna-
ment, the final score read 22-20,
21-19, helping them to secure gold.

Pramod was not able to repeat
his performance in the singles SL3
category finals, as he went down to
fellow Indian Kuma Nitesh and
had to settle for silver. The final score
read 12-21, 13-21.

G Dillaswar Rao, another Odisha
para shuttler, bagged bronze in
men’s doubles event. Dillaswar,
partnering fellow-Indian Naveen

Sivakumar clinched bronze in SL3-
SL4 category after losing the semi-
final to Koreans Dongjae and Shin.

Talking about the same Pramod
Bhagat said, “I am happy with my
performance, but there is still scope
for improvement. I had a bad day
in singles, and I would like to con-
gratulate Nitesh for playing ex-
ceptionally well.”

On the other hand, Sukant se-
cured a bronze in his singles SL4
category. Talking about the same
Sukant said, “I am happy with my
double’s performance, but I need to
work harder on my singles game.
I have identified my mistakes in this
tournament and will work hard
on them and not repeat them.”

Talking about the same Pramod
and Sukant’s coach Shiba Prasad
Das said, “Both Pramod and Sukant
played well, but there is a lot of
scope for improvement. I have spo-
ken to them and told them about the
mistakes they committed. We will
head back to India and immedi-
ately start working on them and pre-
pare for our next tournament.”

Contrasting results for
Bhagat at Brazil tourney

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 17: Odisha
FC Monday marched into the semi-
finals of  the Super Cup after com-
ing from a goal down to beat
Hyderabad FC 2-1. 

The match between Hyderabad
FC and Odisha FC saw a shift in mo-
mentum as Odisha took control in
the second half  after Nizam’s lead
in the first half  by Javier Siverio.
Diego Mauricio was the hero for
Odisha, scoring the equaliser after
a scramble in the box during a cor-
ner, and setting up Victor Rodrigues
for the winning goal.

Early in the 11th minute of  the
game, Siverio made Hyderabad
one foot in the semis as the Spanish
striker headed in another threat-
ening cross by Poojary from close
range, beating an Odisha defender
in an aerial duel to score with a
beautiful header.

In the 17th minute of  the game,
Odisha put pressure on their op-
ponents through the right wing,
but Diego Mauricio’s attempt to
deliver a final cross was blocked,
resulting in a corner.

In the 24th minute of  the game,
a nice duel was observed on the left
f lank between Odisha’s
Nandhakumar and Nikhil Poojary.
After  being  played free,
Nandhakumar tried to create some
space, but Poojary kept the pres-
sure  on him,  leading to
Nandhakumar shooting wide.
Despite the missed opportunity,
it was a nice defensive effort by
Poojary to prevent Odisha from
scoring.

Siverio reached for another
header from a corner, but this time
he couldn’t connect well with the
ball, causing it to roll to the left of
the goal before Amrinder was able

to reach it in the 44th minute of  the
game. 

In the 55th minute of  the game,
Mauricio sneaked the ball into the
goal following a scurry inside the
box after a corner, putting Odisha
back in the game and making them
the favorites to advance to the
semis.

Clifford Miranda made a Tripple
substitution in the 66th minute,
as he brought Aniket Jadhav, Isak
Ralte,  and Dene for  Jer ry,
Nandhakumar and Sahil. 

Dene played an excellent through
ball to Isak Ralte in the 83rd minute
of  the game, who skimmed past
the defenders.  However,

Juggernauts missed a golden op-
portunity to score by blasting the
ball over the crossbar.

In the 87th minute of  the game,
a brilliant move by Diego saw
him skip past the defenders and
put the cross on a plate for Victor,
who just had to tap it in made
OFC’s 2-1.

Odisha FC reach Super Cup semifinals
INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, April 17: In a bid to
take international hockey events
to different cities across the coun-
try, Hockey India announced
Chennai, Tamil Nadu as the venue
for the for thcoming Asian
Champions Trophy 2023.

This will be the seventh edition
of  the coveted tournament and it
is scheduled to be held from August
3 to August 12, 2023 serving as a pre-
cursor to the Hangzhou Asian
Games in September where teams
will vie to win Gold and qualify
for the 2024 Paris Olympic Games.

Chennai last hosted an inter-
national hockey event in 2007 when
the prestigious Asia Cup was held
and the venue proved to be lucky
for the home team who clinched the
title beating Korea 7-2 in the Final.

The Indian men’s team had won
this title in the inaugural edition
held in 2011 and beat Pakistan in
the Final to win the Title in 2016.
In the following edition in 2018,
India were joint winners with
Pakistan after rain affected the
proceedings of  the final held in
Muscat.

Welcoming the participating
teams to Tamil Nadu, Minister of
Youth Welfare and Spor ts
Development Thiru Udhayanidhi
Stalin said, “It is indeed a great
pleasure and honour to host the
Hero Asian Champions Trophy
Chennai 2023 in Chennai, Tamil
Nadu which was once the capital
of  hockey in South India with
many reputed domestic and in-
ternational events being held here. 

“I am very delighted to see the
sport being revived in the state
with many youngsters coming
up the ranks including recent
sensation in the Indian team S
Karthi who is from Tamil Nadu.
I believe hosting the Hero Asian
Champions Trophy Chennai 2023
here will further revive the sport
in the region and watching top
teams in Asia will also inspire
the younger generation to take
up hockey as a career.” 

Meanwhile, Padma Shri Dilip
Tirkey, president of  Hockey India
said, “On behalf  of  Hockey India,
I thank Mr Udhayanidhi Stalin for
his support in hosting this presti-
gious tournament in Chennai. I
had the honour of  interacting with
him during the FIH Odisha Hockey
Men’s World Cup Bhubaneswar-
Rourkela and it was very encour-
aging to see his enthusiasm and pas-
sion for hockey. 

“I also thank AHF for this op-
portunity. It has been a while since
we had all the top teams in Asia
come to India and participate here.
I have very fond memories of  play-
ing in Chennai and we hope they
will all turn up in large numbers
to support the participating teams.”

Chennai to host
Asian Champions
Trophy hockey

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, April 17: Chennai
Super Kings got their act together
in the nick of  time to eke out an
eight-run win over Royal
Challengers Bangalore in an IPL
match that produced 444 runs here
Monday. 

Devon Conway slammed 83 (45b,
6x4, 6x6) while Shivam Dube blazed
away to a 27-ball 52 (2x4, 5x6) as
CSK posted an imposing 226/6 after
asked to bat first. In reply, RCB
ended at 218/8.

RCB skipper Faf  du Plessis (62,
33b, 5x4, 4x6) and Glenn Maxwell
(76, 36b, 3x4, 8x6) gave a scare to CSK
till they were at the crease, sharing
126 runs for the third wicket to
raise hopes of  a famous win.

RCB endured a horrible start
as they lost Virat Kohli who played
on to an Akash Singh delivery.
There could have been more suc-
cess for Akash had Maheesh
Theekshana not dropped a skier
from Mahipal Lomror at mid-off. 

Lomror though didn’t last long
and departed after being caught
by Ruturaj Gaikwad at cover point.
Maxwell meant business as he
smashed Akash for two sixes in
the next over, even as Du Plessis hit
Despande for two fours and a six.

Du Plessis displayed his array of
strokes and Akash bore the brunt
of  his wrath in the next over, con-
ceding two boundaries and a six.
Du Plessis and Maxwell were at
their brutal best and didn’t spare
any CSK bowler, finding the fours
and sixes at will. 

While du Plessis raised his fifty
off  just 23 balls, Maxwell’s half-
century came up in 24 balls as RCB
raced to  121/2 in 10  overs.
Theekshana had the last laugh as
he outfoxed Maxwell to break the
dangerous partnership. To make

matters worse for RCB, Du Plessis
departed in the next over, hand-
ing MS Dhoni a skier off  Moeen Ali.

Needing 58 off  the last five overs,
veteran Dinesh Karthik kept RCB
in the hunt with some cheeky
boundaries and was also handed a
life by Gaikwad off  Deshpande in
the 17th over. But Karthik was then
dismissed by Deshpande (3/45) to
end RCB hopes.

Earlier, it was a struggle for
RCB’s bowling attack as the CSK
batters went hammer and tongs
from the onset. CSK started on a
bright note thanks to Conway who
first whipped Wayne Parnell to
the mid wicket boundary in the
second over and, three balls later,
lifted the South African over the fine
leg fence.

Gaikwad struggled as he de-
parted in the third over, finding

Parnell in the outfield from a
Mohammed Siraj delivery. Conway
was unperturbed as he went about
his business in style, scooping
Vijaykumar Vyshak over the keeper
for a four, and a ball later, Rahane
(37) executed a perfect hook shot to
send the ball into the stands.

Introduced into the attack in
the seventh over, Maxwell was hit
out of  the park by Conway. The
duo looked in ominous form as
they gathered a boundary or a six
in all most every over of  their part-
nership.

Conway was at his best as he
smoked Wanindu Hasaranga over
midwicket for a huge six in the
10th over, before the Lankan spin-
ner broke the dangerous-looking
partnership by cleaning up Rahane.
Conway brought up his second
fifty on the trot.

CSK reached 97/2 at the halfway
stage. Dube marked his arrival at
the crease with a huge six off
Maxwell, while Conway contin-
ued his onslaught and smashed
rookie Vijaykumar for back-to-
back fours.

Dube was not to be left behind as
he slammed Harshal Patel over long-
on for another six. The Indian bat-
ter carried on and carted Siraj over
midwicket for a four and then hooked
a slower bouncer from the bowler
over square leg for a maximum.

BRIEF SCORES: CSK 226/6 (Devon
Conway 83, Shivam Dube 52,
Ajinkya Rahane 37; Wanindu
Hasaranga 1/21, Glenn Maxwell
1/28) beat RCB 218/8 (Glenn
Maxwell 76, Faf  du Plessis 62;
Tushar Deshpande 3/45, Matheesa
Pathirana 2/42) by 8 runs.

CSK prevail over RCB 

DEVON CONWAY

Pramod Bhagat G Dillaswar Rao

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, April 17: Former India
cricketers Dinesh Mongia and
Rumeli Dhar, Monday, have been ap-
pointed as the head coaches of
Odisha men’s and women’s teams,
respectively.

The decision was taken at the
Cricket Advisory Committee (CAC)
meeting, which took place Monday
at the Odisha Cricket Association
(OCA) office pertaining to the ap-
pointment of  Support Staff  for
Odisha teams for the BCCI Domestic
Season 2023-24. 

OCA had received CVs of  various
candidates for the post of  head coach
positions as well as the member of
selection committees for senior
men, junior men and women basing
on the employment advertisement
placed in the OCA’s website.

All the candidates went through

the interview process done by CAC.
After discussions, the CAC decided
to go with Mongia and Dhar as the
head coach positions due to their
coaching experience, expertise and
credentials.

SENIOR MEN SELECTION
COMMITTEE: Amiya Ray
(Chairman), Sourajit Mohapatra
and Subit  Biswal  (Both 
members);

JUNIOR MEN SELECTION
COMMITTEE: Pravanjan Mullick
(Chairman), Niranjan Behera and
Subhrajit Sahoo (Both members);

WOMEN’S SELECTION
COMMITTEE:  Rashmita
Mohapatra (Chairperson), Sasmita
Pattnaik, Madhusmita Mohapatra,
Gangotri  Behera and
Sudhanshubala Sahoo (All mem-
bers).

Mongia, Dhar join Odisha teams

RUMELI DHAR DINESH MONGIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 17: A 19-mem-
ber Indian men’s boxing team
Monday left for Tashkent to take
part in a multi-nation training
camp ahead of  the World
Championship scheduled to be
held from April 30 to May 14.

Six-time Asian Championships
medallist Shiva Thapa and 2019
Asian Championships silver medal-
list Deepak Bhoria will headline the
Indian squad for the showpiece
event.

The gold medallists will walk
away with a prize money of  USD
200,000. The silver medallists will
to be given USD 100,000, and both
bronze-medallists will be awarded
USD 50,000 each.

There are 13 men, who will be tak-
ing part in the marquee event.
However another six boxers have

been added for the ‘Multi-Nation
Training Camp’, which includes
2018 Asian Games gold medallist
Amit Panghal.

The Tashkent Championships
have already seen a registration of
around 640 boxers from 104 countries,
including seven defending World
Champions like Sofiane Oumiha
from France, Japan’s Tomoya Tsuboi
and Sewonrets Okazawa, Loren
Alfonso from Azerbaijan, Saken
Bibossinov from Kazakhstan and
Cuba’s Yoenlis Hernandez Martinez
and Julio La Cruz.

In six weight categories -- 51kg,
57kg, 63.5kg, 71kg, 80kg and 92kg,
two Indian boxers each will par-
ticipate in the training camp as
reserve boxers are also accompa-
nying the main team.
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
SQUAD

Govind Sahani (48kg), Deepak

Bhoria (51kg), Sachin Siwach (54kg),
Mohammad Hussamuddin (57kg),
Varinder Singh (60kg), Shiva Thapa
(63.5kg), Akash Sangwan (67kg),
Nishant Dev (71kg), Sumit Kundu
(75kg), Ashish Chaudhary (80kg),
Harsh Choudhary (86kg), Naveen
Kumar (92kg) and Narender Berwal
(92+kg).

SQUAD FOR TRAINING CAMP
Govind Sahani (48kg), Deepak

Bhoria (51kg), Amit Panghal (51kg),
Sachin Siwach (54kg), Mohammad
Hussamuddin (57kg), Sachin (57kg),
Varinder Singh (60kg), Shiva Thapa
(63.5kg), Vanshaj (63.5kg), Akash
Sangwan (67kg), Nishant Dev (71kg),
Hemant Yadav (71kg), Sumit Kundu
(75kg), Ashish Chaudhary (80kg),
Sanjay (80kg), Harsh Choudhary
(86kg), Naveen Kumar (92kg),
Sanjeet (92kg) and Narender Berwal
(92+kg).

India boxers leave for pre-tourney camp
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