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Actor Priyanka Chopra speaks about how some men are
insecure about women’s success and their insecurity
contributes to inequality in society

BLUNT TALK
Lucknow Super Giants look to tick all the boxes
and return to winning ways when they
take on Rajasthan Royals 

LSG FACE RR TODAY
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The Sudanese army and a rival paramilitary force
agree to a 24-hour ceasefire, Arab media
reports say

INTERNATIONAL | P10

24-HR CEASEFIRE IN SUDAN
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Didn’t you know it was a ruling party
function? To shift the blame, they can

do a surgical strike on you 
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MARKET WATCH

Dead NASA satellite to hit
Earth today

Saroj Samal new
I&PR director

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: The state
government Tuesday appointed
senior IAS officer Saroj Kumar
Samal as the director of  the
Information and Public Relations
(I&PR) department.

Samal, who took charge as I&PR
director soon after the order in the
afternoon, replaced Indramani
Tripathy. Tripathy has been posted
as additional Secretary of  the
ST&SC Development, Minorities
and Backward Classes Welfare de-
partment.

Tripathy would also continue
with the additional charge of  the
director of  Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Research and
Training Institute (SCSTRTI).

“The post of  director is declared
equivalent in status and responsi-
bility to the post of  joint secretary pro-
vided in the IAS cadre of  the state,”
according to a notification by the
General Administration and Public
Grievance department, Tuesday. 

BILKIS CONVICTS’ REMISSION

AGENCIES

Washington, April 18: A retired
NASA satellite, Reuven Ramaty High
Energy Solar Spectroscopic Imager
(RHESSI), is expected to reenter Earth’s
atmosphere Wednesday, almost 21 years
after launch. It does not present any
threat to humans, the US space agency
said.

Launched in 2002, the RHESSI ob-
served solar flares and coronal mass
ejections from its low-Earth orbit, help-
ing scientists understand the underlying
physics of  how such powerful bursts
of  energy are created. NASA decom-
missioned it after 16 years, in 2018,

due to communications difficulties.
The US Department of  Defense,

which is monitoring the satellite, ex-
pects the 660-pound spacecraft to re-enter

the atmosphere at approximately 9:30pm
EDT (7am IST) Wednesday, but the
timings can vary.

While NASA expects most of  the
spacecraft to burn up as it travels
through the atmosphere, some com-
ponents are expected to survive re-
entry.

“The risk of  harm coming to anyone
on Earth is low - approximately one in
2,467," the agency said in a statement.

The spacecraft launched aboard an
Orbital Sciences Corporation Pegasus
XL rocket with a mission to image the
high-energy electrons that carry a
large part of  the energy released in solar
flares. Contd...P4

In its 16-yr mission tenure, RHESSI recorded
over 1 lakh X-ray events, allowing scientists

to study energetic particles in solar flares

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: As heat-
wave sweeps state, Odisha gov-
ernment Tuesday ordered closure
of  all schools up to Class XII and
Anganwadi centres till April 20,
an official said.

Earlier, the state government
had ordered closure of  schools and

Anganwadi centres from April 12
to 16.

At least 29 places recorded tem-
peratures above 40 degrees Celsius,
with Baripara and Jharsuguda
boiling at 44.2 degrees Celsius, the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

Bolangir and Boudh recorded
43.7 degrees Celsius, followed by

Nuapada (43.6), Titlagarh and
Sonepur (43.2), Angul (43.1) and
Sundargarh and Sambalpur at 43 de-
grees Celsius.

State capital Bhubaneswar and
nearby Cuttack recorded 42.7 and
42.5 degrees Celsius respectively.

The IMD, in its bulletin, said
there will be no major change in tem-
perature in the next two-three days.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, April 18: The Supreme
Court Tuesday questioned the parole
granted to convicts in the Bilkis Bano
case during their incarceration period
and said the gravity of  the offence should
have been considered by the Gujarat
government.

A bench of  Justices KM Joseph and BV
Nagarathna said, “A preg-
nant woman was gang-raped
and several people were
killed. You cannot compare
victim’s case with standard
section 302 (murder) cases.
Like you cannot compare
apples with oranges, simi-
larly massacre cannot be
compared with single mur-
der. Crimes are generally
committed against society
and the community. Unequals
cannot be treated equally.”

“The question is whether
government applied its mind and
what material formed the basis
of  its decision to grant remis-
sion,” the bench said.

It added, “Today it is
Bilkis but

tomorrow it can be anyone. It may be you
or me. If  you do not show your reasons
for grant of  remission, then we will
draw our own conclusions.” The bench
posted the batch of  pleas challenging the
remission to the convicts in Bilkis Bano
case for final disposal May 2 and asked
all the convicts who have not been served
notices to file their replies.

Meanwhile, Centre and the Gujarat
government told the SC that
they may file a plea seeking a
review of  its March 27 order
asking them to be ready with
original files on the grant of  re-
mission to the convicts in the
Bilkis Bano case. The apex
court asked the Centre and the
state to make its stand clear
about filing of  a review plea. On
March 27, terming Bilkis Bano's
gang-rape and the murder of
her family members during the
2002 Godhra riots as a ‘horren-
dous’ act, the SC had  asked the

Gujarat government whether uniform
standards, as followed in other cases

of  murder, were applied while
granting remission to the 11 convicts

in the case.               Contd...P4

Was gravity of crime
considered, asks SC

Today it is Bilkis but
tomorrow it can be
anyone. It may be

you or me. If you do
not show your

reasons for grant of
remission, then we
will draw our own

conclusions
SC BENCH

As state sizzles, schools shut till April 20

SUMMER COVER: Girls walk through an alley covered with hanging umbrellas on a hot day, at Dilli Haat in New Delhi,
Tuesday PTI PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh/Bheden, April 18: A 70
year-old man and his two wives
were hacked to death at Akhiphuta
village under Bheden police limits
in Bargarh district, police said
Tuesday.

The bodies of  Tankadhar Sahu,
Droupadi Sahu, 65 and Madhavi
Sahu, 45, with deep head injuries
were found in a pool of  blood at their
residence, said Bargarh SDPO
Amrit Kumar Panda.

The incident came to the fore
in the morning when neither of
the three came out of  house till
11am. One of  their neighbours,
who found something amiss, peeped
through the window to find the
two women lying in a pool of  blood.

Soon, the news spread like a for-
est fire and police was informed.

Police reached the spot and broke
open the door to find the women and
Tankadhar lying lifeless in separate
rooms. All three bore deep head
injuries, a police official said.

The official added that they found
a door in the rear side of  the house
open and a blood-stained axe nearby.
Police suspect the assailant to have

escaped the house through the rear
door after hacking the three to
death with the axe.

“Tankadhar married Madhavi
after he failed to have any child
from Droupadi. The three were
living happily,” Shardul Rana, a
neighbour, said.

Madhavi’s brother Sananda

Deheri blamed Tanakadhar’s
nephew for the murder.

“Tanakadhar’s nephew used to
stay with them until a few months
back when he fled with the 70-
year-old’s motorcycle. The mat-
ter even reached police station. I
suspect him to be the killer,”
Sananda said.

According to the SDPO, pre-
liminary findings reveal it to be a
case of  murder. “The matter is
being investigated from all angles.
A forensic team and sniffer dog
have been pressed into service.
Things will be candid as the probe
proceeds,” Panda said.  

Man, wives hacked
to death in Bargarh

POLICE SUSPECT THE
ASSAILANT TO HAVE
ESCAPED THE HOUSE

THROUGH THE REAR DOOR
AFTER KILLING THE TRIO

WITH AXE

Panic-gripped villagers near the crime scene  OP PHOTO



Mumbai: Actress Samantha
Ruth Prabhu, who was re-
cently seen in the fi lm

Shaakuntalam, shared a
cryptic post on her social

media Tuesday following
the failure of  the
movie.

After  the f i lm
tanked, a Telugu film
producer named
Chittibabu has crit-
icised Samantha
saying that her ca-
reer is ‘finished’. He

told a YouTube
channel that the
days of  stardom are
over for the actress

and she should do
whatever offers she

gets from now on.
B u t  i t  s e e m s

Samantha is unfazed by
the failure as she took
to her Instag ram to
share a picture of  herself

with a caption in Sanskrit
quoted from Bhagavad Gita.

She seemed to have ad-

dressed the underwhelming
response to the film calling
that she can only do her duty,
and can’t control the out-
come.

She wrote, “Karmanye
vadhika raste  Ma
phaleshu kadachana Ma
karma phala he tur
bhuh Ma te sangotsva
karmani (You can
only do your
karma, and can’t
be the authority
of  it. One should
not  perfor m
karma with the
desire for re-
ward).”

Samantha
will be next seen
in upcoming
Telugu romantic
drama Kushi, in which
she will share the screen
with Vijay Deverakonda.
She also has the Indian coun-
terpart of  Citadel with
Varun Dhawan in the
pipeline.          AGENCIES

Mumbai: Global star Priyanka
Chopra Jonas discusses gender
stereotypes and men in 
her life.

In her recent interview, The
Matrix Resurrections star
spoke about the men in her
life and gave a shout out to
her father and husband.

Priyanka spoke about
how men’s insecurity con-
tributes to inequality. She
said, “I have some incredible
men in my life who are not in-
secure of  my success but I
also have men in my life who
are very insecure of  my success.
It’s threatening to their terri-
tory when a woman does that or
if  a woman is more successful
or a man is staying at home
and woman is  going out  
to work.”

Priyanka stressed the im-
portance of  raising sons with-
out gender stereotypes. She
said, “They (men) will feel bad
but we have to teach our sons
that there is no shame in crying.
There is no shame in shedding
tears...there is no shame in giv-
ing spotlight to your mothers,
sisters, girlfriends.”

Priyanka also recalled how her
father never doubted her mother’s
accomplishment and always stood
by her. She also lauded her hus-
band Nick Jonas by saying “Now
today when I am walking the red car-
pet with my husband and he steps
aside and gives me centre stage, I feel
proud.”                                         AGENCIES

P2 MISCHA BARTON JOINS NEW
SEASON OF NEIGHBOURS

leisure
Actress Mischa Barton is joining the new season
of the iconic Australian soap Neighbours.
Barton will guest star in the role of Reece, an
American new to Erinsborough who’s not quite
who she appears to be, reports Deadline.

Oscar-winner Nicolas Cage said that eating two
cockroaches on camera during the making of his
1988 comedy Vampire's Kiss remains a career regret.
“I’ll never do that again, I’m sorry I did it at all” Cage
told Yahoo Entertainment, reports Variety.
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AQUARIUS
Don't let your emotions play
a spoilsport in the impor-
tant decisions of your life.
The tendency to be sentimental when
you need to be rational will become an
obstacle in your path. Learn to curb this
habit otherwise you may have to pay a
heavy price, advises Ganesha.

PISCES
Today your professional and
love life will cause worry. You
will want to be emotionally
balanced but you may not find the time to
sort things out. Long sightedness and open
discussions will help resolve matters easily.

SAGITTARIUS
Today will be a day for intro-
spection, says Ganesha, as
you try and find the root
causes of your problems. But the job is
only half-done: the rest will depend on
the initiatives you may take to implement
possible solutions to your problems. 

LIBRA
Ganesha says that to gain
future opportunities you may
have to rely on past experi-
ence. You will tend to become possessive
about things close to you. You will also
have to deal with unpleasant situations
where your integrity is questioned. All said
and done your day will go good except for
minor issues and your understanding atti-
tude will be praise worth today.

SCORPIO
It is very likely that the
moment of victory is often
preceded by a moment of
peril; but that is not where the danger
ends. In the heat of victory, arrogance
and overconfidence can push you away
from what you aimed for. So, it is impor-
tant for you to learn when to stop in vic-
tory. Set a goal and stop when you
reach there, says Ganesha.

LEO
The discomfort similar to
the fish-out-of-water syn-
drome will be a thing of the
past, as today you will be quite flexible
and would want to remain on the move,
says Ganesha. So much so that you may
even begin to feel bound by the environ-
ment in your office. 

VIRGO
You are quick-witted, sharp
and artistic to the core, says
Ganesha, so you may go
ahead and enrapture people with your
special abilities, perhaps at a social gath-
ering. However, Ganesha says it would be
better if you could conserve some of that
enthusiasm in order to focus your atten-
tion on issues of greater importance.

GEMINI
You will think about the
issues faced by other people
as well as about increasing
your social standing and elevating your
social esteem. It is an extremely profitable
day for those in the retail business and
hence make the most of it, says Ganesha.

CANCER
There may not be many
opportunities visible on the
horizon today. And, chances
are that you may end up getting
embroiled in some complicated situa-
tions, without even a fault of yours. Relax!
Given your people skills and lively spirits,
you will be able to sail through. 

ARIES
The yogis have finally suc-
ceeded in impressing you.
Was it a stint in a Art of
Living course? Ganesha gives you the
thumbs-up and suggests you join that
music or dance class you have been
wanting to. Generally a nice day, and suc-
cess is on the cards.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Today is a day of closure.
You may find yourself on the
winning side of things, says
Ganesha. Pending projects will reach
completion and you will achieve satisfac-
tion and success in education. With a lit-
tle extra effort, you can build a castle
from stone. Ganesha wishes you a cheer-
ful and colourful day.

CAPRICORN
You have meticulously
planned every aspect of
your plan and prepared the
check list. The only thing left now to do is
execution of that plan. Delays and obsta-
cles, however, will block your path and
will leave you disheartened. Don't doubt
your abilities though. You have planned
properly and have faith as those delays
are not permanent, assures Ganesha.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

NICOLAS CAGE ONCE ATE LIVE
COCKROACHES FOR A MOVIE

Priyanka
on bane 
of men’s 
insecurity

Kangana laments lost friendship with Aamir

Samantha’s cryptic note
post Shaakuntalam failure

Mumbai: Top star  Amitabh
Bachchan hasn’t caught the
ChatGPT fever, yet. But, he
may soon give it a try.

In a recent round-up of
his day, the superstar said

that he spent his lazy
Monday without any

agenda or issues to
ponder over.

With no
meeting to
kee p him
distracted
during the
day, the 80-
year-old
shared his
thoughts on
American
artificial in-
telligence

(AI) research company
OpenAI's chatbot that has
been taking the world 
by storm.

Bachchan wrote in his
blog, “AI .. commandeth the
World and as does the
ChatGPT app ., that , as we all
know is the instrument that
shall eradicate the human
soon enough .. I wanted
ChatGPT to write my DAY
for me … but then that would
be without heart and soul ..
but some day I shall make
an effort ..”

He also
talked

about how infrequently he ap-
pears in public. He admit-
ted, “The public appearances
of  course are restricted due
to medical .. but generally
there is apprehension .. what
to say, how to conduct your-
self  .. what to wear .. how
much to be involved.”

The Sholay actor had suf-
fered an injury while in
Hyderabad filming his up-
coming Nag Ashwin movie,
Project K. The accident took
place while shooting an ac-
tion sequence for the film.
The actor flew back to

Mumbai and was resting
at his residence.

AGENCIES

Big B’s thoughts on ChatGPT

Mumbai: Actress Kangana
Ranaut has shared that actor
Aamir Khan used to be her
best friend before her much-
talked about legal battle started
with actor Hrithik Roshan.

Kangana took to Instagram,

where she shared a video of
her having a conversation with
Aamir on the sets of  the TV
show Satyamev Jayate. She
also talked about how the
Dangal star used to guide and
mentor her with the choices.

She added captions:
“Actually mujhe bhi kabhi
kabhi woh din yaad aate hain
jab Aamir sir was my best
friend... jaane kahan gaye 
woh din.”

“One thing is for sure that he

has mentored me, appreciated
me, and shaped a lot of  my
choices, before Hrithik did that
legal case on me. Post that they
made their loyalties clear - it
was one woman against en-
tire industry.”

Kangana and Hrithik were
engaged in a public tiff, after
she talked about her “silly ex”
in an interview. This led to
mud-slinging, leaked e-mails,
pictures and chats.

IANS
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TROPICAL FRUIT

A woman sells ice 
apple at OUAT Road in
Bhubaneswar as mercury
rises in City, Tuesday

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 68,57,65,468  65,85,05,412 68,43,069  

India 4,48,34,859  4,42,42,474  5,31,152  

Odisha 13,36,304   13,26,915 9,204

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: There
is no let-up in incidents of  student
suicides as another girl has ended
her life by hanging herself  from the
ceiling fan in her hostel room at
Gothapatana under Chandaka po-
lice station here Monday night.

The deceased was identified as
Archana Das, a native of  Keonjhar.
She was a Plus III Science second
year student of  the private college.

Monday afternoon, Archana did
not come out of  her room for sev-
eral hours that aroused suspicion
among the inmates and hostel au-
thorities. The inmates later knocked
at the door but there was no re-
sponse from inside.

The panicked students informed
the college authorities about the in-
cident. They broke into the room
and found Archana hanging from
ceiling with her saree. She was
soon rushed to a nearby private
hospital where the doctors declared
her ‘brought dead’.     

On being informed, Chandaka po-
lice reached the spot and sent her
body to Capital hospital for post-
mortem. The body was handed
over to the family members after
an autopsy Tuesday. 

Police have been investigating
into the case to find out the reasons
behind Archana taking the ex-
treme step. An unnatural death
(26/23) case has been registered in
this regard, said the police. 

The deceased’s family members
told the mediapersons that she was
being mentally tortured by her al-
leged boyfriend who is responsible
for her suicide. However, police
sources claimed that the family
members have not mentioned any-
one’s name in their complaint. 

Notably, a female PhD student
of  a private college was Saturday

found hanging in her rental ac-
commodation at Nandan Vihar area
under Infocity police limits here. 

Similarly, a female Plus II student
was found hanging inside her hos-
tel room at Rama Devi Women’s
University of  Saheed Nagar area
here March 29.

Likewise, a nursing student of
West Bengal had reportedly com-
mitted suicide in Bharatpur area
here January 31. 

Sources in commissionerate po-
lice claimed that as many as 417 per-
sons have committed suicide in
the city during 2022.

Plus III student hangs
herself in hostel room

The deceased’s family members say Archana was being mentally 
tortured by her alleged boyfriend who is responsible for her suicide

Monday afternoon, Archana
did not come out of her

room for several hours that
aroused suspicion among the
inmates and hostel authorities

The inmates later knocked at
the door but there was no

response from inside

The panicked students
informed the college

authorities about the incident.
They broke into the room and
found Das hanging from ceiling
with her saree

World Liver Day is celebrated
April 19 every year in an
attempt to spread aware-

ness about the importance of  liver
health and educate people about
maintaining a healthy liver. 

Liver is a vital single organ that
detoxifies our system, fights in-
fections, regulates blood sugar lev-
els apart from performing nu-
merous other functions in the body
that are key to leading a healthy life.
However, most of  the people re-
alise the problems in liver func-
tion a little late, as there are hardly
any visible symptoms like other dis-
eases. So, it is important to know
more about the liver diseases and
how to maintain a healthy liver. 

According to experts, increased
consumption of  alcohol, junk food,
high-fat diets, and sugary drinks are
responsible for a spike in liver dis-
ease in India.

Abhai Singh, senior consultant,
gastroenterologist, Primus Super
Speciality Hospital, New Delhi,
said, “Liver illness has spread like
an epidemic in India, affecting one
out of  every five persons.”

“In India, liver-related fatalities
have reached a startling 268,580
(3.17% of  all deaths) every year,

accounting for 18.3 per cent of  the
global 2 million liver-related deaths
making it the 11th leading cause of
death globally. Alarmingly, liver
cancer rates have tripled since
1980s, with a projected 1.1 million
deaths from liver cancer by 2030,”
Singh added.

Liver diseases are
broadly caused by
hepatitis viruses
(A to E), alco-
hol, non-alco-
holic fatty
liver disease
(NAFLD),
drugs, au-
toimmune
and genetic
diseases, cryp-
to g enic  and
liver tumours - be-
nign and malignant.

“The leading causes of
these illnesses stem from con-
suming high amounts of  junk food,
high-fat diets, and sugary drinks,”
Singh maintained.

The incidence of  alcoholic fatty
liver disease (AFLD) is also grow-
ing in India due to steadily rising
alcohol consumption, said Dr (Brig)
Atul Kumar Sood (retd), HOD &

Director,
He patic  &

Digestive
Sciences, Sarvodaya

Hospital, Faridabad.
AFLD develops when

excess fat accumulates in the
liver, can lead to liver inflammation,
scarring, and even liver failure.

“Some people are more vulner-
able to AFLD than others because
of  metabolic and genetic factors.
Heavy drinkers are at the highest
risk, while obese people or those
with a high body mass index (BMI)
are also susceptible. Those with

diabetes face a higher risk of  AFLD
and, conversely, people with AFLD
have a higher risk of  developing di-
abetes,” said Sood.

“The risk also rises as one be-
comes older. The poorly nourished
people also are more vulnerable
to liver damage. Moreover, women
are at an increased risk of  devel-
oping AFLD, as their bodies
metabolise alcohol differently than
men,” he added.

However, all these are prevent-
able and manageable with lifestyle
modifications, vaccination against
Hepatitis B, and early detection

and treatment of  Hepatitis C. Liver
transplantation also offers hope
for those with end-stage liver dis-
ease.

The doctors suggested avoiding
binge drinking and limiting alco-
hol consumption; avoiding foods
that are high in fat, sugar, and salt,
and eating a diet rich in fruits,
vegetables, whole grains, and lean
protein. They also recommended
the need for regular exercise, main-
taining a healthy weight and re-
ducing stress.

“To take care of  your liver, you
should maintain a healthy weight,
eat a healthy and balanced diet
that includes plenty of  fruits, veg-
etables, whole grains, and lean pro-
teins, limit alcohol consumption,
avoid exposure to chemicals and pol-
lutants that can damage your liver,”
said Shuchin Bajaj, Founder &
Director Ujala Cygnus group of
Hospitals.

“Vaccinations can help protect
you from hepatitis A and B, which
can cause liver damage. Exercise
regularly as well as practise safe sex
as Hepatitis B and C can be spread
through unprotected sex. Use pro-
tection to reduce your risk,” he
added. AGENCIES

WORLD LIVER DAY

Liquor, junk food, sugary drinks blamed for liver diseases

Liver
diseases are

broadly caused by 
hepatitis viruses (A to E),

alcohol, non-alcoholic fatty
liver disease, drugs, 

autoimmune and genetic 
diseases, cryptogenic 

and liver tumours

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: Two im-
portant files related to Shree
Jagannath Temple Administration
(JTA) have gone missing from the
Law department.

The incident came to the fore
after the department’s deputy sec-
retary wrote to all sections under
it to trace out those two files on
priority basis.

Because of  these two important
files from 2006 and 2014 being miss-
ing, the state government is facing
difficulties in complying with the

Orissa High Court order.
The deputy secretary, in a let-

ter to all sections, informed them
that two files of  the JTA Section
couldn’t be traced among the
records of  that particular section.

“Therefore, it is hereby requested
to all sections of  this department
to conduct search operations in
their records on a priority basis and
submit the said files, if  available,
to JTA Section immediately for
compliance of  order of  High Court,”
he said.

The deputy secretary has also
asked the sections to report non-
traceability of  the said files for ini-
tiation of  further necessary action.

Crucial Srimandir files untraceable

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: Severe
heatwave conditions continued to
prevail in many parts
of  the state Tuesday
with mercury soar-
ing to 42 degrees
Celsius mark at 17
places.

According to the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD),
as many as 29 places
of  Odisha recorded
a maximum temper-
ature of  40 degrees
Celsius or more, Tuesday. 

Baripada and Jharsuguda have
recorded a maximum temperature
of  44.2 degrees Celsius each while
it was 43.7 degrees at Boudh and
Bolangir.

Similarly, Titlagarh and Sonepur
registered maximum temperature
of  43.2 degrees Celsius each, fol-
lowed by Angul (43.1), Sambalpur

(43), Sundargarh (43), Talcher (42.8),
Bhubaneswar (42.7) and Cuttack
(42.5), Bhawanipatna (42.5) and
Rourkela (42.4). 

Dhenkanal  and
Jajpur each registered
day time temperature
of  42 degrees Celsius.

The IMD said that
hot and humid weather
conditions are likely
to prevail in the state
during the next 2 to 3
days. Heatwave warn-
ing has been issued for
some districts in north
and western Odisha till

Thursday morning. The day tem-
perature is very likely to be above
40 degrees at many places over the
all the districts of  Odisha.

There will be no large change
in maximum temperature dur-
ing next 2 to 3 days and fall by 2
to 3 degrees Celsius thereafter at
many places over the districts of
Odisha, it said.

State to stay hot &
humid for 2-3 days

Heatwave warning has been issued by the India
Meteorological Department for some districts in north

and western Odisha till Thursday morning

Man strangles wife
to death in City 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: In a
shocking incident, a man stran-
gled his wife to death following a
heated altercation over some fam-
ily dispute at Telugu Basti in
Bharatpur police limits here
Tuesday afternoon. The deceased
was identified as Mama Pradhan,
21, a native of  Digapahandi area in
Ganjam district. 

Sources claimed that the victim
had tied the knot with accused
Sagar, 25, of  Golanthara area in
Ganjam district around four years
back. The couple has an 18-month-
old daughter out of  their wedlock. 

The couple was staying at a
rented house in Telugu Basti and
Sagar was working as a house
painter. 

The relationship between them
was going through a rough patch
for past several months. Sagar’s
family had recently taken away
the child with them. 

Meanwhile, the couple again
entered into a heated argument
over some unknown issues at
around 4:30pm Monday. The al-
tercation soon turned violent and
Sagar strangled Mama to death
in a fit of  rage. 

Some locals in the slum area in-
formed Bharatpur police that
rushed to the spot and seized the
body. Sagar was arrested and is
being interrogated by the police. 

The body has been sent to AIIMS,
Bhubaneswar for post-mortem
which is scheduled to be held
Wednesday. Based on the complaint
lodged by the landlord, Pinky Das,
police registered a case (167/23).

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik Tuesday
congratulated Ganjam district ad-
ministration for winning the Best
District Panchayat of  the country.

In his Twitter account, Patnaik
said, “Glad to share that Ganjam
has been awarded the Best District
Panchayat in the country. Indeed
a proud moment to receive the
National Panchayat Awards 2023
from President Droupadi Murmu.
Congratulations to the people, peo-
ple’s representatives & district ad-
ministration.”

The Chief  Minister also con-
gratulated Hinjilicut block to receive
the National Panchayat Award as

the best block in the country. “Thank
you from the bottom of  my heart
to all those who have worked hard
to make Hinjilikatu better, espe-
cially the people of  Hinjilikatu.
With everyone's efforts, Hinjilikatu
will reach a new peak of  develop-
ment in the coming days,” he said.

President Droupadi Murmu con-
ferred eight awards under the
National Panchayat Awards-2023 to
Odisha during a function at Vigyan
Bhawan in New Delhi, Monday.

Ganjam Zilla Parishad as well as
Hinjilicut block secured the first
rank in the country on the basis of
the performance of  gram pan-
chayats (GPs) of  the district and the
performance of  all the panchayats
of  the block respectively.

CM greets Ganjam admin for
winning Panchayat Awards

OHRC seeks BDA’s reply on shed demolition
Bhubaneswar: The Odisha Human Rights Commission (OHRC) has directed
the secretary of Bhubaneswar Development Authority (BDA) to submit a
reply in connection with the demolition of a shed near an Aahar centre run
by BMC at Gautam Nagar where the advocates and some common people
used to take rest. BDA officials had demolished the tin shed April 11, 2023. 
The petition was filed by rights activist Biswapriya Kanungo on behalf of
some lawyers and a DTP operator. While hearing the plea, the commission
directed the BDA secretary to submit his reply by May 25, 2023. The
petitioner alleged that the shed is situated on Plot no. 370 (gharabari), which
has been occupied by them since 2018 following the permission of Public
Works department. The land belongs to the state GA department.

PNN & AGENCIES

Sambalpur, April 18: A high-level
BJP delegation comprising Union
Minister Bishweswar Tudu and
several party MPs and MLAs was
Tuesday detained after being pre-
vented from entering this violence-
hit city. The BJP team was inter-
cepted at Sripura Square on
Jharsuguda-Sambalpur road and
denied permission to move fur-
ther. Later, they were taken to the
nearby Thelkoli police station and
detained.

Sambalpur  Addit ional
Superintendent of  Police (ASP)
Tapan Kumar Mohanty clarified
the reason why the BJP delegation
was detained. “The BJP delegation
was denied permission to enter
the city because they were not
abiding by the provision under
Section 144 of  CrPC. They can-
not be allowed entry to the city
at a time when curfew is in force,”
said Mohanty.

The team comprised Union
Minister of  State for Jal Shakti
and Tribal Affairs Tudu, MPs Jual
Oram (Sundargarh) and Suresh
Pujari (Bargarh), and MLAs Nauri
Nayak, Shankar Oram and Kusum
Tete. Accompanying them were
state BJP president Manmohan

Samal and Sameer Mohanty.
“I strongly condemn the Odisha

government for preventing a Union
minister’s visit to Sambalpur where
a tribal youth was killed during
violence. As the country’s Tribal
Affairs Minister and myself  also
a tribal, it is my duty to meet the
family members of  the deceased
youth. However, I was stopped mid-
way by the police,” Tudu told re-
porters at Sripura Square where the
team was intercepted by police.

Tudu said that he will certainly
raise the matter with the Centre.
“It  is  unfor tunate that  the

Sambalpur district administra-
tion stopped me and my col-
leagues to enter the city. They
(administration) were given prior
information regarding our visit,”
Tudu said. 

Sundargarh MP Jual Oram, said
“It is unfortunate that the police
stopped the delegation compris-
ing BJP MPs and MLAs. We have
been denied entry into the city
while the rioters are moving freely.”

Pujari also came down heavily
on the state government. “They
prevented us fearing exposure of  po-
lice inefficiency. The police have

failed to arrest the killers of  a
tribal youth during the violence. The
district collector of  Sambalpur
has been acting beyond her powers,”
Pujari said. 

Earlier, Pujari alleged that he was
also not allowed to come out of  his
residence at Sakhipada. “I will def-

initely raise the matter in
Parliament,” Pujari added. BJP’s
Odisha unit president Samal, who
is also a member of  the delegation
alleged that ‘the CM is fearing the BJP
leaders as they might expose the in-
efficiencies in handling of  the large-
scale violence in Sambalpur’. 

Tudu, BJP team denied entry to Sambalpur
Sambalpur: The Sambalpur dis-
trict administration Tuesday ex-
tended the suspension of  internet
services for another 24 hours.
However, relaxation time during
the curfew period  has been in-
creased, an official said. 

The internet services would
remain suspended till 10am of
Wednesday. However, curfew has
been relaxed in the city from
7:30am to 1pm and from 3:30pm to
6pm for the convenience of  the pub-
lic, said District Collector Ananya
Das.

The city had witnessed large-
scale violence in two phases,
April 12 and April 14, leaving
many people including 10 police
personnel injured. Shops were
burnt and many cases of  arson
were reported. 

The district administration
suspended internet services April
13 in Sambalpur, a day after vio-
lence was witnessed during a 
motorcycle rally in the run-up to
the Hanuman Jayanti celebra-
tions April 14.

This is for the fourth time
that internet services have been
suspended to curb the spread
of  inflammatory messages and
prevent misuse of  social media,
in the aftermath of  violence, 
officials said. 

Meanwhile Sambalpur SP, B
Gangadhar said that so far 85 peo-
ple have been arrested for their 
alleged involvement in violence.
He added that police are patrolling
all the hotspots on a continuous
basis and are keeping a close
watch on the situation.

NET REMAINS SUSPENDED 

The BJP delegation was detained by cops and then taken to Thelkoli police
station OP PHOTO
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I
ncreased intake of  refined rice

and wheat as well as processed
red meat, and low consumption
of  whole grains is causing a sig-

nificant increase in the global cases
of  diabetes, according to a study.

The study, published in the jour-
nal Nature Medicine, showed that
poor diet contributed to over 14.1
million cases of  Type-2 diabetes, rep-
resenting over 70 per cent of  new
diagnoses globally.

They found factors such as drink-
ing too much fruit juice and not
eating enough non-starchy vegeta-
bles, nuts, or seeds, had less of  an
impact on new cases of  the disease.

"Our study suggests poor car-
bohydrate quality is a leading driver
of  diet-attributable type 2 diabetes
globally, and with important vari-
ation by nation and over time,"
said Dariush Mozaffarian, Professor

of  Nutrition and dean for policy at
the Friedman School of  Nutrition
Science and Policy at Tufts
University.

"These new findings reveal crit-

ical areas for national and global
focus to improve nutrition and re-
duce devastating burdens of  dia-
betes," Mozaffarian added.

The analysis, based on a research

model of  dietary intake in 184 coun-
tries from 1990 and 2018, revealed
that poor diet is causing a larger pro-
portion of  total Type-2 diabetes
incidence in men versus women,
in younger versus older adults,
and in urban versus rural resi-
dents at the global level.

Diabetes is linked to a number of
diseases like risk of  heart attacks and
strokes, nerve damage, blindness
and kidney failure, among others.

"Left unchecked and with inci-
dence only projected to rise, Type-
2 diabetes will continue to impact
population health, economic pro-
ductivity, health care system ca-
pacity, and drive health inequities
worldwide," said first author
Meghan O'Hearn, who conducted
the research while a doctoral can-
didate at the Friedman School.

AGENCIES

14 mn type 2 diabetes cases linked to poor diet
n The researchers found that
three factors had an outsized
contribution to the rising
global incidence of type 2
diabetes—Increased intake of
refined rice and wheat as well
as processed red meat, and
low consumption of whole
grains

n The analysis showed that 
poor diet is causing a larger
proportion of total type 2
diabetes incidence in men
versus women, in younger
versus older adults, and in urban
versus rural residents at the
global level

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: Taking
a step to enhance the quality of
healthcare and medical education
in Odisha, the state government has
initiated steps for redeployment
of  superannuated teachers of
Armed Forces Medical Services
(AFMS) in government medical
colleges in partnership with the
Defence Ministry and Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare. 

Health and Family Welfare
(H&FW) secretary Shalini Pandit

Tuesday wrote a letter to the Cental
H&FW secretary communicating
the state government’s consent for
implementation of  SRESTA
(Scheme for Redeployment of
Superannuated Teachers of  the
AFMS) in Medical Colleges and
Hospitals (MCHs) of  the state. 

It should be mentioned that
AFMS, in partnership with
Ministry of  Defence and H&FW
Ministry, has developed SRESTA to
leverage the superannuated med-
ical teachers of  the armed forces
to fill to strengthen the faculty sys-

tems at various government med-
ical colleges of  the country. 

Under this scheme, the retired
medical teachers of  the AFMS,
who are registered in a national
pool, are referred to as SRESTA
National Medical Faculty. 

Pandit informed that to carry
forward this partnership, on be-
half  of  the state government, the
Medical Education and Training di-
rector has been declared the nodal
officer. Usually, medical teachers in
the government system retire be-
tween ages of  65 and70 whereas
65 per cent of  AFMS medical teach-
ers retire at 58, thus having at least
7-10 years of  active service for fu-
ture. Apart from this, the AFMS
teachers who avail premature re-
tirement or release after short serv-
ice, have longer periods of  active
service to serve. 

As these teachers are disciplined,
experienced and adaptable to en-
virons of  any part of  the country,
they have been highly recom-
mended by governments for de-
ployment in medical colleges.

SRESTA teachers to boost 
medical education in state

Continued from P1

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: Taking
note of  the fact that Odisha is home
to a diversity of  archeological mar-
vels, Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik
Tuesday reaffirmed his govern-
ment’s commitment to protect the
historical treasures of  the state
for the coming generations.

Through his Twitter account he
said, “Odisha is the land of  ma-
jestic architecture, marvelous mon-
uments and rich heritage which tell
stories of  our glorious past. On
World Heritage Day/International
Day for Monuments and Sites, reaf-
firm commitment to protect the
timeless treasures of  Odisha for fu-
ture generations.”

Governor Ganeshi Lal, on the oc-
casion, appreciated the rich cul-
ture and heritage of  state, appeal-
ing the people and the officials to
work together towards preserving
the state’s rich history.

Similarly, Odisha Tourism de-
partment, responsible for safe-

keeping of  historical monuments,
through its Twitter account pledged
to preserve, protect and honour
the rich heritage of  the state.

Meanwhile, to learn about the his-
torical wealth of  the Temple City,
following the Media Session of  Y20
Consultation at KIIT-Deemed-to-
be University, 35 journalists from
Delhi -based media houses joined
the heritage trail themed “Romance
etched in stones” under the ini-
tiative of  Odisha Walks by Odisha
Tourism, Sunday.

They visited the 7th century
Parasurameswar Temple and the

10th century Mukteswar and
Kartikeswar temple complex in
the morning. They not only got
fascinated by the unique temple
architecture of  the Kalingan era and
intricate carvings on the walls,
but were also delighted to know
the stories behind the temples and
their precincts.

Jitu Mishra, a trained archae-
ologist, who guided the walk on
behalf  of  Odisha Tourism, said
"The Ekamra Kshetra has been re-
garded as a sacred abode of  Lord
Shiva and Parvati and the tem-
ples, also narrate the socio-cul-
tural traditions of  the bygone eras.
He described how the temple ar-
chitecture and designs had some in-
fluences from Hinduism, Buddhism
and Jainism.

Diptanshu, a travel writer, said,
"This is my third visit to Odisha.
However, for the first time I am
taking part in a heritage walk in
Bhubaneswar. I love it and I hope
others should also explore the beau-
tiful and unique temples."

WORLD HERITAGE DAY

Committed to preserve
state’s monuments: CM

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: As many
as 32 officers Tuesday joined the
Handloom, Textiles and Handicrafts
department. While 26 of  them
joined as Inspectors of  textile, 6
have been recruited as auditors.
An orientation was organized at the
Lok Seva Bhawan Convention
Centre for the new recruits. 

Joining the programme on vir-
tual platform, Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik welcomed the new
officers and said that they all have
come out successful through a fair
and transparent process under the
5-T framework of  governance. He
said, “I hope as key players in the
implementation of  these schemes,
you will actively support the weav-
ing community in bringing about
transformation in their lives.”

Speaking about the significance
of  handloom sector, he said that
handloom is a vital sector in pro-
viding livelihood support for rural
people and in improving their eco-
nomic status.  The government
will continue to make significant
efforts to make lives of  each and
every weaver more comfortable,
increase their income and bring
smiles to their faces, he added.

Highlighting the initiatives taken
up by his government for the sector,

he said that the government has im-
plemented many innovative schemes
for the economic development of
people engaged in handloom sector.
Construction of  work-shed cum
houses, Boyan Jyoti Yojana, supply
of  improved looms and accessories,
capacity building training and ex-
posure visits of  weavers to estab-
lished handloom clusters for knowl-
edge acquisition, concretisation of
loom-pits and Baristha Bunakar
Sahayata Yojana have been put in
place making remarkable impact
on the lives of  people, he said.

Handloom, Textiles  and
Handicrafts Minister Rita Sahu
said that handloom sector is mak-
ing impressive progress under the
leadership of  Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik. The weavers and
handicrafts artisans are our pride.
The new officers should work to-
wards the welfare of  these people
with commitment, she added.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief
Secretary PK Jena said that our
handloom and handicrafts are
hugely popular and considered as
premium products outside Odisha.
The new officers should ensure
that the programmes reach the
weaving community. They should
encourage youngsters to take up this
profession with the use of  tech-
nology and modern designs. 

UP IN ARMS: Members of NRRI Contract Labour Union staged a demonstration in Cuttack, Tuesday, seeking fulfilment of their various demands  OP PHOTO

‘Support for transforming
lives of handloom workers’ 

Was gravity ...
It had sought a response from the

Centre, Gujarat government and
others on a plea filed by Bilkis
Bano, who was gang-raped and
seven members of  her family were
killed during the 2002 post-Godhra
riots. Bano has challenged the re-
mission of  sentence of  11 convicts
in the case. All the 11 convicts were
granted remission by the Gujarat
government and released on August
15 last year. The top court is seized
of  PILs filed by CPI(M) leader
Subhashini Ali, Revati Laul, an
independent journalist, Roop Rekha
Verma, who is a former vice chan-
cellor of  the Lucknow University,
and TMC MP Mahua Moitra against
the release of  the convicts.

Bano was 21 years old and five
months pregnant when she was
gang-raped . 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: State
Chief  Secretary Pradeep Kumar
Jena, joining a symposium on
‘Disaster Management in Odisha’
recently held under the ‘Zen Next-
Democracy-Network’ programme
sponsored by the Indian Council of
Cultural Relations (ICCR), informed
the participants about how the
state has been able to reduce the
damage caused from disasters sig-
nificantly over the years.

The seminar was held at the Lok
Seva Bhawan convention centre
in co-ordination with Odisha State
Disaster Management Authority &
‘SOA’ University.

Addressing 26 delegates from
eight countries, Belgium, Brazil,
Bulgaria,  Croatia,  Guyana,
Mongolia, Portugal and South
Africa, the Chief  Secretary shared
how Odisha has managed disas-
ters successfully under the lead-
ership of  Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik.

Jena said, “The Super Cyclone
of  1999 caused us extensive dam-
age. There was sketchy prediction
about the cyclone at that time; we
had inadequate preparedness and
lacked capacity to respond and no
disaster proof  infrastructure.”

The Chief  Secretary further ex-
plained that our inability to with-
stand 269 to 300 km wind speed and
absence of  disaster resilient infra-
structure led to the loss of  about
10,000 lives. While 18 lakh hectares
of  crops were damaged and 20 lakh
houses destroyed in the cyclone,
transport, telephone, electricity and

roads were also badly damaged. 
“Since that, we have faced 10 cy-

clones so far and have learnt a lot.
The experience of  each cyclone
was different. But due to our pre-
paredness, we ensured zero casu-
alties since the cyclone 'Bulbul' in
2019,” he said. Explaining the par-
adigm shift in disaster manage-
ment, he noted the robust disaster
management institutional mech-
anism; impact based forecasting
and targeted evacuation strategy
and 879 multi-purpose cyclone cen-
tres and flood centres. 

“With technology centric warn-
ing dissemination, pre deployment
of  NDRF, ODRAF, fire services, ad-
vanced planning for restoration, pre-
positioning of  men, machine and
material, involvement of  elected rep-
resentatives and SHGs our disas-
ter management has been strength-
ened multiple times,” he added. 

The foreign delegates partici-
pated in deliberation and appre-
ciated the state’s disaster man-
agement model, asking various
questions. Addressing their queries,
Jena informed about financial
transparency in relief  manage-
ment, transfer of  financial assis-
tance directly to the beneficiary’s
bank accounts through DBT, so-
cial audit and other details related
to relief  management in state. 

State’s disaster mgmt
model hailed by delegates

State Chief Secretary briefed delegates from eight countries
about the steps the state government has taken post the cyclone

of 1999 to save lives and property from disasters 

New Delhi: In a significant decision
to give impetus to participation of
local youth, the Union government
has approved conducting the Staff
Selection Commission Multitasking
(non-technical) Staff (SSC MTS)
examination, 2022 and CHSLE
Examination, 2022 in Odia and 12
other regional languages. Along
with Odia, the question paper will
be set in Assamese, Bengali,

Gujarati, Marathi, Malayalam,
Kannada, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu,
Punjabi, Manipuri and Konkani, in
addition to Hindi and English, the
Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions said. The
decision will result in lakhs of
aspirants taking part in the
examination in their mother
tongue/regional language and
improve their selection prospects,

the ministry said. “There had been
persistent demands from different
states to hold SSC exams in
languages other than English and
Hindi. The Union government
appointed an Expert Committee to
look at this aspect too amongst
other things (review of scheme and
syllabus of examinations
conducted by the Commission),”
the Centre said.

SSC MTS, CHSLE exams to be held in Odia 

Dead NASA satellite...
It achieved this with its sole in-

strument, an imaging spectrome-
ter, which recorded X-rays and
gamma rays from the Sun. Before
RHESSI, neither gamma-ray images
nor high-energy X-ray images had
been taken of  solar flares.

Data from RHESSI provided vital
clues about solar flares and their
associated coronal mass ejections.
These events release the energy
equivalent of  billions of  megatons
of  TNT into the solar atmosphere
within minutes and can have effects
on Earth, including the disruption
of  electrical systems. Understanding
them has proven challenging.

During its mission tenure,
RHESSI recorded more than 100,000
X-ray events, allowing scientists
to study the energetic particles in
solar flares.

City to get 3 new
fire stations soon
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 18: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik Tuesday
approved establishment of  three
new fire stations in the City here,
official sources said. 

The new facilities will come up
at Tamando, Mancheswar and Pahal.

The state government also ap-
proved creation of  45 new posts
for the fire stations. “Each fire sta-
tion will have 15 staffers – a station
officer, two leading firemen, a
driver-havildar, a fireman-driver
and 10 firemen,” it added.

With addition of  the new facil-
ities, the Capital City will have five
fire stations. Currently, there are
two fire stations in Bhubaneswar,
one at Chandrasekharpur and the
other at Kalpana Square.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Khariar, April 18:Saragadi village
under Khariar block of  Risigaon
panchayat in Nuapada district has
been suffering from a severe out-
break of  a kidney-related ailment.
More than 20 people have already
lost their lives and over 50 others
are currently affected by the disease.
Sources said that the ailment has
affected more or less every family
in the village. In most cases, it is the
elderly who are suffering. However,
in some of  the families even the
youngsters are bearing the brunt
of  the disease. 

Sources said that the reason
behind the increase of  the kid-
ney-related ailment is yet to be

ascertained, but some pointed out
that the cause could be due to
drinking polluted water. The dis-
ease is spreading at an alarming
rate and most of  the people have
died as they did not have the
money for treatment. Many fam-
ilies have been forced to sell off
their belongings to cover treat-
ment costs. Sources said that
Sangeeta Bag, a resident of  the vil-
lage, has lost her husband, brother-
in-law, and father-in-law to the
kidney-related disease in the re-
cent past and is now living the
life of  a pauper. 

The lackadaisical attitude of  the
district administration has also
added to the woes of  the villagers.

The villagers have asked the ad-
ministration to provide them with
water from the Tikhali dam – a
major irrigation project in the
area. They have already discussed
the matter with sarpanch Biranchi
Nag. They are hoping that their
pleas will be addressed soon. Among
others suffering from the kidney-
related ailment in the village are
Urmila Bag, Samanta Bag, Kunti
Bag, Khyamanand Mahanand,
Giridhari Thela, Hruda Shabara,
Hrushi Ghibela, Shambhu Bag and
Dheer Durga. Villagers have said
that if  the administration does not
step in, the situation could turn
for the worse in future. 

When this correspondent ap-
proached the Khariar community
health centre doctor, Dr Ranjit
Rout, he assured that a camp would
be set up in the village soon and
proper action would be taken re-
garding the matter. Villagers are also
hoping that steps will be taken
soon to control the outbreak. 

Mysterious kidney ailment 
kills 20 in Nuapada village   
THE VILLAGERS HAVE
DEMANDED THAT THE 

ADMINISTRATION
PROVIDES THEM WITH

WATER FROM THE
TIKHALI DAM 

NOBLE INITIATIVE: A member of voluntary outfit ‘Mahaveer Foundation’ tying a water-filled pot to a tree for birds to drink during the prevailing heatwave at
Tinikoshia reserve forest in Nilagiri of Balasore district. The members of the organisation have put up many water-filled pots at a number of places in the 
forest  for birds to quench their thirst  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, April 18: Despite the
Brahmani river flowing near
Kamalanga village of  Odapada
block in Dhenkanal district, its in-
habitants are facing acute water
scarcity. This is because the in-
dustrial plants are unabatedly
drawing water from the river.
Although farmers of  the village
are getting water for irrigation,
there is shortage of  water for do-
mestic use. Left with no option,
women of  the village have to walk
miles to fetch water from the river
for domestic purposes. 

The crisis has cropped up as nei-
ther the administration nor the

Rural Water Supply and Sanitation
Mission (RWSS) have taken any
steps for supply of  drinking water
to the village. This has sparked re-
sentment among the villagers. They
said that Kamalanga village has a
population of approximately 7,000 peo-
ple. The village however, does not
have any tube well or bore well. The
locals alleged that the administration
has not made any arrangement for
supply of  clean drinking water.

The problem aggravates during
summer. Then women have to walk
in energy-sapping heat to fetch
water from the Brahmani. However,
as the river also dries up, they have
to dig pits on the river bed to get
water which is unhygienic. Also

even if  water is available in the
Brahmani river, it is not healthy for
consumption due to the discharge
of  toxic effluents by the industrial
units. However, with no proper
drinking water facility available,
the residents are forced to drink the
river water risking their health. 

Residents of  Kamalanga village
approached the district collector last
week over the issue. They gave a
written petition demanding set-
ting up of  piped water facilities.
When contacted, RWSS superin-
tendent engineer Surendra Behera
said that his office has received
the letter. He said that the engi-
neers of  his department will soon
visit the village. 

Village on Brahmani bank faces acute water scarcity

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paralakhemundi, April 18: In a
new twist to the sensational ACF
Soumya Ranjan Mohapatra death
case, the court of  sub-divisional ju-
dicial magistrate (SDJM) here issued
summons to the deceased’s wife
Bidya Bharati Panda, DFO Sangram
Keshari Behera and cook Manmath
Kumbha to appear before it. 

The court will conduct trial of
the three pertaining to murder and
criminal conspiracy under
Section-302 and Section 120 (B)
of  Indian Penal Code (IPC). The
court while issuing the summons,
fixed the next date for hearing
April 27.  The decision to sum-
mon the three was taken by the
court while hearing the plea filed
by the deceased ACF’s father
Abhiram Mohapatra. 

The court after examining the
applicant’s petition, statements
that had been earlier recorded
and other documents, felt that
the charges of  murder and crim-
inal conspiracy are worth look-
ing into and accordingly issued
summons to the three persons, ad-

vocate Ashok Panigrahi told 
mediapersons here, Tuesday. 

Notably, Soumya sustained
severe burn injuries while his
wife was at home, July 11 night last
year. He was admitted to the
MKCG Medical College and
Hospital in Berhampur with 90 per
cent burns and later shifted to a
private hospital in Cuttack where
he succumbed to his injuries dur-
ing treatment, July 13. 

A day after the incident, family
members lodged a complaint with
Paralakhemundi police. Police  reg-
istered a case of  murder against
Bidya Bharati, Sangram and
Manmath under IPC Sections 302
and 120 (b) and launched an 
investigation. 

Later, the state Crime Branch
also took up the matter for probe.
However, it gave clean chit to the
DFO and the cook and held Bidya
Bharati responsible for the death
of  Soumya due to negligence.

The deceased’s family mem-
bers after failing to get any re-
sponse from the police or Crime
Branch knocked on the doors of
the Paralakhemundi court. 

ACF Soumya’s death
takes a new twist

COURT SUMMONS DECEASED’S WIFE, DFO,
COOK TO APPEAR BEFORE IT PERSONALLY  

PNN & AGENCIES

Jharsuguda, April 18: Dipali Das,
the daughter of  slain minister
Naba Kishore Das filed her nomi-
nation Tuesday as the BJD candi-
date for the byelection to the
Jharsuguda Assembly segment.
The polls will be conducted May 10.
The bypoll was necessitated fol-
lowing the murder of  former
Odisha Health Minister Naba
Kishore Das, January 29.

Accompanied by senior leaders of
the ruling BJD, Dipali went to the
Jharsuguda sub-collector’s office in
a procession and submitted her papers
for the bypoll. Diplai had been nom-
inated April 15 as the BJD candidate
by party supremo Naveen Patnaik. 

Earlier, BJP candidate Tankadhar
Tripathy and Congress nominee
Tarun Pandey had filed their nom-
ination papers for the byelection. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Joda, April 18: Work on the
Kanupur irrigation project is on
the verge of  completition, officials
informed Tuesday. This mega ir-
rigation project on the Baitarani
river will bring relief  to thousands
of  farmers, they added. The proj-
ect, touted as the second largest ir-
rigation facility in the state, will
help in providing water to over
29,000 hectares of  farmland in 244
villages under five blocks in
Keonjhar district. The irrigation
facilities will help the farmers to
raise crops in all seasons. 

“The soil embankment of  the
project was completed in June, 2014
and the drainage of  water is being
done through the spillway method.
The project will be completed by
September this year and will be
operational by June 2024,” informed
Prasanna Pani, chief  construction

engineer (CCE) of  the project. The
news certainly has spread happiness
among farmers residing in the vil-
lages. They have been waiting for
more than four decades for irriga-
tion facilities. 

Authorities started storing river
water in the dam from February 3.
The storing of  the water from Suna
and Baitarani rivers has been partially
completed. Currently accumulation
of  water has been suspended as some
construction work is being carried
out in the belly of  the dam. The dam

will have 12 gates, officials stated. 
Once the reservoir will become

functional, water for irrigation
will be provided through canals
to the farmlands in 142 villages of
Champua block, 78 villages in
Jhumpura block, 11 in Patana block,
12 in Keonjhar Sadar block and
one in Joda block, Pani informed.
A total of  29,578 hectares of  farm-
land will be benefitted, the CCE
added. Pani also said that the max-
imum height till which water can
be stored in the dam is 39.05 metres

and its water-retaining capacity
stands at 33,102 MMQ. 

Pani also dismissed doubts that
low-lying areas of  Joda will be 
affected if  the water level in Suna
river rises. He said that the water
level will remain at 440 metres till
Lahanda near Bileipada and hence
the low-lying areas of  Joda will
not be affected. Moreover, there is
a plan to produce 4.3 megawatt of
hydro-electricity after the con-
struction of  the dam, the chief
construction engineer said. 

The estimated budget for the
project was `2,438 crore but costs
have gone up, officials said . The
Odisha government is paying spe-
cial attention to the project keeping
in mind its importance. Keonjhar
District Collector Ashish Thakare
is regularly reviewing the project.
He is also suprvising the rehabili-
tation of  villagers displaced due
to construction of  the dam.               

Kanupur irrigation project on verge of completionNaba’s daughter
files nomination 

Man tries salt therapy 
to revive dead minor 
Basudevpur: Blind faith can make peo-
ple adopt desperate measures. In one
such bizarre incident Tuesday, a man
tried to bring back to life a two-year old
boy with salt therapy. The boy had
drowned in a pond at Gadeibindha vil-
lage under Bideipur panchayat of this
block in Bhadrak district. The deceased
kid was identified as Rohan, son of
Rohitas Jena in the village. The boy
drowned after he accidentally fell into
the pond. Family members rescued him
in an unconscious state and rushed him
to the Basudevpur community health
centre (CHC) where doctors pronounced
him dead on arrival. However, a man
present at the hospital premises said he
could bring back the boy to life. Swayed
by his words, the family members of the
deceased agreed to his proposal. 
The man asked the family members to
bring some salt. Later, he covered the
boy’s body with around 15 kilograms of
salt and tried to revive the deceased in
the presence of hundreds of onlookers
at the hospital. However, he fled the
spot when those at the spot started get-
ting impatient. A doctor at the hospital
said that the boy was received dead at
around 11:30am and they have no infor-
mation about the salt therapy given on
hospital premises. “However, it is practi-
cally not possible to revive a dead per-
son using such a technique,” he added.
Meanwhile, Kashia Marine police have
registered a case of unnatural death and
sent the body for post-mortem. 
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, April 18: The haste
shown by the district administra-
tion in implementation of  saline fish
cultivation has allegedly led to
mushrooming of  illegal prawn
gheries on the coastlines of
Kendrapara district, sources 
informed Tuesday.

The Odisha government is pro-
moting brackish water aquacul-
ture as a means of  livelihood for peo-
ple in the coastal district. The
administration is going all out to
implement the project in haste
which has led to mushrooming of
the prawn gheries.  

Taking advantage of  the situa-
tion, unscrupulous people have set
up prawn gheries along the coast-
l ine as  well  as  inside the
Bhitarkanika National Park (BNP).  

Mushrooming of  the prawn
gheries is not only limited to
Kendrapara. One can see scores
of  such gheries from Dhamra in
neighbouring Bhadrak to Paradip

in Jagatsinghpur district. This has
happened allegedly due to the in-
eptitude of  the district administra-
tions and the haste they have shown
in promoting saline fish cultivation. 

However, the gheries have proved
to be detrimental to the ecosys-
tem and bio-diversity of  BNP.
Toxic chemical effluents and fumes
they discharge are polluting the air,
water and land and in the process,
harming human beings, wildlife
and marine creatures. 

Locals and environmentalists al-

leged that the district administra-
tion’s encouragement to saline fish
cultivation has only led to mush-
rooming of  prawn gheries which is
in violation of  a Orissa High Court
order. It had said that such illegal
gheries must be taken down as
quickly as possible. However, the
haste with which saline fish culti-
vation is being promoted in this
district has led to a complete halt in
destruction of  illegal prawn gheries.

Environmentalists Hemant
Kumar Rout, Dolagobind Jena,

Pradip Kumar Padhy, Sunil Kumar
Gantayat and Pratap Kumar
Tripathy blamed the state gov-
ernment and district administra-
tion for flourishing of  the gheries.   

The gheri owners are carrying
out their jungle raj in Bhitarkanika
by encroaching upon large tracts of
land in the wildlife sanctuary. The
coastlines in the jungle have slipped
into the hands of  these unscrupulous
persons, said environmentalists.

Things have come to such a pass
that every day 10 to 20 new gheries
are coming up inside the deep
forested regions of  Bhitarkanika.
Aviators and motor pumps being
used in the gheries are producing
deafening noise disturbing the nat-
ural tranquility and affecting
wildlife inside the sanctuary.  

Various chemicals, pesticides

used in the gheries are causing
deaths of  wild animals and marine
creatures. It is alleged that over 14
types of  banned medicines are being
used in these gheries to boost the
growth of  shrimps and prawns.
The toxic effluents discharged by
these gheries flow into the nearby
nullah and then into the sea, harm-
ing the fish population and other
creatures. Currently, it is the breed-
ing time of  263 types of  fish in
Gahirmatha marine zone. The toxic
effluents are hindering growth of
fish population, locals said.

It is apprehended that migra-
tory birds will stop coming here.
Recently, the Forest department
said that the population of  dolphin
has increased in and around
Bhitarkanika. However, it is feared
that the dolphin population might
decline in coming days due to
these reasons.

The mushrooming of  gheries
has also affected farming in the
area. Owners have constructed
small channels and drains to bring
sea water to their gheries. However,
sea water often flows into the farm-
lands and turns it unfit for culti-
vation as the salinity increases.
The overflowing of  sea water often
results in fights between the farm-
ers and gheri owners. 

When contacted, sub-collector
Niranjan Behera said that some
farmers have received permis-
sion for saline fish cultivation.
However, those who have set up
gheries without permission will
be evicted, he said.

Prawn gheries make hay as admin fosters saline fishery
THINGS HAVE COME

TO SUCH A PASS THAT
EVERY DAY 10 TO 20

NEW GHERIES ARE
COMING UP INSIDE

THE DEEP FORESTED
REGIONS OF

BHITARKANIKA

The Orissa High Court had
ordered for eviction of the

illegal gheries. However, the
district administration is allegedly
showing no interest to destroy the
illegal gheries

Mushrooming of the gheries has
proved to be detrimental to

the ecosystem and bio-diversity of
Bhitarkanika National Park apart
from creating a host of other
problems
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T he most astounding aspect of  the sensational and damning disclosures
about the 2019 Pulwama attack made by former Jammu and Kashmir
Governor Satya Pal Malik against the BJP-led government at the

Centre and Prime Minister Narendra Modi is the government’s pregnant si-
lence and refusal to act against him. This is in sharp contrast to the Centre’s
reaction to Rahul Gandhi’s statements made in the West about the Indian
government’s incompetence. In the case of  Satya Pal Malik, question is
whether he has spoken the truth or made wild, unsubstantiated allegations
against the PM, lowering his standing in the international community.
Pakistan has reacted to Malik’s allegations by urging the world to take cog-
nizance of  the matter. Pakistan’s Foreign Office spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch has said that the latest revelations by Malik “demonstrate how
the Indian leadership has habitually used the bogey of  terrorism from
Pakistan to advance its sham victimhood narrative and the Hindutva agenda
for domestic political gains.”

Under normal circumstances, India’s voluble External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar would have countered Pakistan’s version blaming India for the
Pulwama attack in which 40 jawans lost their lives. But, this time through
there is no word coming from him. The Pakistani spokesperson even said
Malik’s revelations have exposed India’s “propaganda campaign” against
Pakistan “based on lies and deceit.”

These are indeed very strong words. This has been possible because of  the
studied silence being maintained by the government and the PM. The lat-
ter should come clean as his name has been dragged into the controversy and
India’s reputation is at stake.

The silence and inaction against the former Governor is in contrast to the
lightning speed with which the government in the past slapped charges of
sedition and other non-bailable sections on ordinary citizens, social ac-
tivists and journalists for criticising government actions. Since no action is
being initiated against Malik it may be presumed as if  he has spoken the truth. 

The former Governor said during an interview given to two news outlets
that the PM had hid key facts from the public about the Pulwama terror at-
tack in February 2019. He said he had immediately realised that the PM wanted
to use the attack to blame Pakistan for the benefit of  the BJP for electoral
gains. The attack on the Central Reserve Police Force convoy in Pulwama,
he asserted, was the result of  incompetence and carelessness by the Indian
system, specifically the CRPF and the Union Home Ministry. He gave details
of  how the CRPF had asked for aircraft to transport its personnel but was
refused by the Home Ministry.

More importantly, he said, all of  the lapses were raised by him directly when
PM Modi called him. Immediately after, the world was shocked to find the
PM taking part in a wildlife video shooting, while the country’s jawans
were being butchered. Malik claimed the PM had told him to keep his mouth
shut about the whole thing. He further alleged National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval also told him to keep mum.

To buttress his claim of  intelligence failure in the Pulwama incident, he
said a car carrying 300 kilograms of  RDX explosives had come from across
the border but was travelling around the roads and villages of  J&K for 10-
15 days without being detected and without anyone knowing. The air can be
cleared only through an impartial investigation. It is hardly believable that
the former J&K Governor levelled such grave charges for settling scores. If
it is so, the government needs to take stern action against him for casting
such aspersions on the PM and the Union Home Ministry. The truth should
come out and the guilty be punished.

The former J&K Governor did not stop at that. He accused the PM of
conniving in corruption too. “I can safely say the PM has no real problem
with corruption,” he said. This is a grave charge that assumes greater im-
portance when observed in the backdrop of  the multi-billion dollar stock mar-
ket scam allegedly involving the Adani group. The head of  the group, Gautam
Adani, is supposedly a close friend of  PM Modi and the government has been
blocking the Opposition’s demand for a Joint Parliamentary Committee
probe into the scam.

The government’s silence would only strengthen the suspicion of  wrong-
doing at the top since it will be construed as admission of  guilt.

I t has come to my notice that
landlords are wielding a little too
much power over tenants. This

power begins, of  course, with the
terms “landlord” and “tenant.”
These terms originated centuries
ago in Anglo-Saxon England when
a certain lord of  the manor allowed
his land to be occupied by ten ants. 

One evening, after a bout of
drinking, he grabbed a bullhorn and
proclaimed, “Hear ye, hear ye, ten
ants. I shall henceforth be your
landlord, and you shall be my ten-
ants. I shall make you sign a rental
agreement and pay rent for using
my land.”

The ants, of  course, could not sign
the rental agreement, so the land-
lord stepped on them. And landlords
have been stepping on tenants 
ever since.

But it’s time to put a stop to land-
lord power. It’s time to create some
new rules for landlord-tenant re-
lationships. To make these rules
easy to incorporate in rental agree-
ments (leases), the property owner
will be known simply as “land-

lord” (in the singular) and the
renter as “tenant.”

BACKGROUND CHECK: Landlord
may conduct a background check
on a prospective tenant, but may not
ask for the tenant’s LinkedIn pro-
file, Facebook account, Spotify
playlist, etc. Landlord is also for-
bidden from requiring tenant to
write an essay on topics such as
“The Importance of  Religion in
my Life” and “Why I Believe in
Hard Work, Dedication and Paying
the Rent on Time.”

DISCRIMINATION: Landlord may
not discriminate against potential
tenants based on race, religion,
caste, age, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, disability, or number of  tattoos.

RENT: Rent will be due on the
first of  the month, except following
any month in which the tenant
buys a new car. In such months, the
tenant will be offered a grace period
of  no less than 60 months. This
grace period will be extended to
90 months if  the tenant has pur-
chased an electric car. (Note:
Economists have determined that

the purchase of  new cars is good
for the economy, benefiting all cit-
izens, including landlords.) Landlord
may not increase the rent by more
than 5 per cent per year. Before
any rent increase, tenant must be
given written notice of  at least 90
months.

SECURITY DEPOSIT: Landlord
may require a security deposit
equal to the lesser of  one month’s
rent and the value of  the refriger-
ator. Security deposit must be re-
turned after tenant has rented for
one year and no windows have
been broken.

PESTS: Landlord must require all
cockroaches and other pests found
on the rental property to pay their
share in rent. Tenant will pay only
half  the rent until all pests have been
evicted. 

PETS: Tenant will be permitted
to keep a minimum of  three pets
on the property: one in an aquar-
ium, one in a cage and one on the
couch. Landlord will not discrim-
inate against the size of  the pet, as
long as the pet can be squeezed

through a door or window.
It is important to note the dis-

tinction between a pet and a pest. A
rat is not a pet, unless tenant feeds
the rat, talks to the rat occasion-
ally, and gives the rat a cute name.

GUESTS: Tenant will be permit-
ted to have guests, but may need spe-
cial permission from landlord if
the guests intend to stay longer
than the duration of  a typical vis-
itor’s visa: six months. It is im-
portant to note the distinction be-
tween a guest and a pest. A guest
is not a pest, as long as tenant feeds
the guest, talks to the guest occa-
sionally, and doesn’t call the guest
any names.

REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE:
Landlord must repair broken ap-
pliances within a reasonable time,
no longer than 120 minutes. If  this
is not possible, landlord must re-
place broken appliance with a new
one.

UTILITIES: All utilities are in-
cluded in the rent, including high-
speed internet and a Netflix 
subscription.

STATE & HATE 
I

t is indeed tragic that social re-
lations, especially in urban
areas, have reached dismal
levels. The bondage that existed

in society has been virtually lost,
largely due to bad politics, hatred
and jealousy perpetuated by politi-
cians and fringe elements. It is
not surprising then that at na-
tional level leaders may give great
sermons but when it comes down
to brass tacks, they are rarely in-
terested to ensure that people in
the lowest segments of  society,
who struggle for existence, are at
least assured of  a decent and peace-
ful life. 

It is in this connection, the
Supreme Court’s recent verdict
terming the State ‘impotent’, for
failing to rein in hate speeches
across the country gains credence
as it clearly pointed out that the tox-
icity could be ended only when
politics and religion are segre-
gated from the national discourse.
“Every day, fringe elements are
making speeches to vilify others,
including on TV and other public
forums. The problem arises when
politicians are mixing politics
with religion. The moment politics
and religion are segregated, this
will come to an end. When politi-
cians stop using religion, all these
things will come to a stop,” a bench
of  Justices KM Joseph and DV
Nagarthana observed, while hear-
ing a contempt petition against
various State authorities for fail-
ing to register FIRs against those
making hate speeches. 

The question asked was “Why
cannot people of  India take a
pledge to not vilify other citizens
or communities?” And addressed
the question “What is tolerance?”
To the court, the answer was “it is
not putting up with somebody but
accepting the differences.” The
bench decided to hear the peti-
tions because States are not acting
in curbing hate speeches. In an
indirect hint to hate speeches, spe-
cially aimed at Muslims, the SC fur-
ther pointed out that such are like
a vicious circle. “One person will
make it and then and another per-
son will make it. Now these are
cracks coming up in the idea of  fra-
ternity. There has to be some re-
straint. Some sort of  mechanism
has to be developed by the State so
that we can curb these kinds of
statements”, Justice Nagarathana
observed. 

While we talk of  liberal out-
look in our social relations, it has

been found that Indians generally
stick to their own religious group
when it comes to their friends. In
a major new Pew Research Center
survey of  religion across India,
Hindus overwhelmingly say that
most or all of  their close friends
are also Hindus. Of  course, Hindus
make up the majority of  the pop-
ulation, and as a result of  sheer
numbers, may be more likely to in-
teract with fellow Hindus than
with people of  other religions.
But even among Sikhs and Jains,
who each form a sliver of  the na-
tional population, a large major-
ity say their friends come mainly
or entirely from their small reli-
gious communities. 

Political analysts believe that our
uneven feudal, social structure
has kept us separated and we have
always been a fractured land. The
need to control, dominate – even
decimate – the assumed enemy
or usurper has remained an active
switch. The occasional eruptions
disturbing communal harmony
since Independence were treated
as geographically specific and lim-
ited periods. Each one was in-
forming us that we are at war with
ourselves and unless we address
this internal strife, it will con-
sume us. In such a situation, we
should not be surprised that hate
and anger dictate lives. But this can-
not continue for long. The RSS
and the BJP are being accused of
helping spread this animosity
with elan. Moreover, our language
is offensive, filled with jabs and at-
tacks. In the name of  resisting
the offender, we covertly sanction

revenge. When governments be-
longing to our side of  the political
aisle commit blunders, perpetrate
violence, sell our people to major
corporations, there is silence. 

At the ground level, however,
communities are not in conflict.
The Pew survey found many
Hindus (45 per cent) say they are
fine with having neighbours of
all other religions – be they Muslim,
Christian, Sikh, Buddhist or Jain
– but an identical share (45 per
cent) say they would not be will-
ing to accept followers of  at least
one of  these groups, including
more than one-in-three Hindus
(36 per cent) who do not want a
Muslim as a neighbour. Among
Jains, a majority (61 per cent) say
they are unwilling to have neigh-
bours from at least one of  these
groups, including 54 per cent who
would not accept a Muslim neigh-
bour, although nearly all Jains (92
per cent) said they would be will-
ing to accept a Hindu neighbour.

Delving into the crux of  the
matter, it may not be wrong to be-
lieve that politicians are trying
to disturb social relations between
communities by highlighting re-
ligious issues. Religion, as is gen-
erally agreed, is a very personal af-
fair and this should not stand in
the way of  our social relations. If
everybody believed that all paths,
propagated by different religions,
lead to the same Supreme or as
Swami Vivekananda in his fa-
mous Chicago address talked of  the
need for religious unity, much of
the animosity that is witnessed
today would not be manifest.

Political consciousness may be
good in understanding the nature
of  our polity but bringing reli-
gion to the forefront and spread-
ing jealousy and hatred is obvi-
ously detrimental to socio-economic
growth. Apart from Mahatma
Gandhi, who has written exten-
sively on his understanding of
Hindu religion and the influence
of  other faiths, and believed that
religion or spirituality must unite
mankind, there have been other po-
litical  leaders l ike Pandit
Jawaharlal  Nehru,  Sardar
Vallabhai Patel and philosophers
like Dr S. Radhakrishnan, all of
whom embraced various religious
communities. They emphasised
the need for communal harmony
and building fellow feeling in so-
ciety.  

The need for such harmony is
essential in a pluralistic society
where people from various reli-
gious communities live and work.
But unfortunately, society has been
polluted by religious rivalry and a
fundamentalist attitude, which
puts a question mark on the in-
tent of  the ruling dispensation. It
leads to the moot question, why
is it that only the people from the
impoverished sections are affected
by such actions that lead to violence
and communal frenzy. The broader
question being asked by sociologists
is that unless societal bonds are
strengthened, the innate growth of
the individual and of  the com-
munity cannot prosper. 

Thus, the judgement of  the apex
court should be a sharp warning
that religion and religious fun-
damentalist ideas and beliefs would
have to be separated from poli-
tics. It is easier said than done as
political parties today want votes
in the name of  religion and reli-
gious nationalism, which is dis-
integrating society and leading
to chaos and violence. Those lead-
ers who brag about India’s devel-
opment and achievement fail to
realise that a sectarian approach
in a secular state cannot bring in
real development. Moreover, those
who swear in the name of  Mahatma
Gandhi should hang their heads in
shame as distorting religion and
dividing the community cannot
keep people happy and build com-
munitarian amity. It is time for
the State to act in time. 

The writer is Sr. Consultant
& Guest Faculty at Bharatiya

Vidya Bhavan, Kolkata. ©INFA
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If everybody believed that all paths, propagated
by different religions, lead to the same Supreme
or as Swami Vivekananda in his famous Chicago

address talked of the need for religious unity,
much of the animosity that is witnessed 

today would not be manifest

Deafening Silence

Stuck under a bridge

Atruck driver was driving along
on the freeway. A sign comes

up that reads “low bridge ahead.” 
Before he knows it the bridge is
right ahead of him and he gets stuck
under the bridge.
Cars are backed up for miles.
Finally, a police car comes up. 
The cop gets out of his car and walks
around to the truck driver, puts his

hands
on his hips

and says, “Got
stuck, huh?”

The truck driver says, “No, 
I was delivering this bridge and ran
out of gas.”
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If you can always smile
at life, life will always
smile at you.

THE MOTHER

POLITICAL 
PARTIES TODAY
WANT VOTES IN

THE NAME OF
RELIGION
WHICH IS 

DISINTEGRATING
SOCIETY AND

LEADING TO
CHAOS AND 

VIOLENCE 

Dhurjati
Mukherjee

WISDOM CORNER
All truth passes through three stages. First, it is ridiculed. Second, it
is violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as being self-evident.

ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER

The greatest error of a man is to think that he is weak by nature, evil
by nature. Every man is divine and strong in his real nature. What
are weak and evil are his habits, his desires and thoughts, but not
himself.

RAMANA MAHARSHI

Peace in the world starts with peace in oneself. If everyone lives
mindfully, everyone will be more healthy, feel more fulfilled in their
daily lives and there will be more peace.

THICH NHAT HANH

NATION

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

A RAT IS NOT 
A PET, UNLESS 

TENANT FEEDS THE
RAT, TALKS TO THE

RAT OCCASIONALLY,
AND GIVES THE RAT

A CUTE NAME 

Melvin Durai

Paradigm shift 

Sir, The pre-draft version of  the National Curriculum Framework for School
Education released recently gives all stakeholders an opportunity to express their
views on shaping of  education for future. Textbooks are designed in accordance
with the proposals of  the NCF. Changes in teaching-learning and examination sys-
tem are also proposed by it. School education should be imparted in such a way
that students gain equal understanding of  Indian culture and the contemporary
world. The proposal to include Vedas and Upanishads, Buddhism, Jainism and Vedic
and Confucian philosophies and Yoga and Ayurveda in the curriculum is a right
move. On the other hand, these ideas must be based on rationality. Cultural and
religious ideas are likely to lead to creation of  misinformation. The NCF has also
proposed modular board examination instead of  a single examination at the end
of  the year. Considering that a single board examination puts a great deal of  pres-
sure on students, this is a student friendly idea. Another notable proposal is semester
system for class 12. The NCF has stressed upon the importance multidisciplinary
education. It gives opportunity for students to choose subjects for examination. However,
the paradigm shift in school education calls for changes in the educational insti-
tutions. They need to be restructured in such a way that they are well equipped to
deal with the changes. Another challenge is managing the burden of  the course
structure. Undue burden on students must be avoided. Venu GS, KOLLAM

Liver care

Sir, World Liver Day, observed every year on April 19, aims
to raise awareness about liver diseases and the importance
of  taking care of  this vital organ. The liver is the second-
largest organ in the body, performing over 500 functions, in-
cluding digestion, metabolism, and immunity. Liver-related
diseases account for approximately 20 lakh deaths globally
each year, with cirrhosis and liver cancer being the leading
causes of  death due to liver disease. Lack of  awareness of
risk factors and prevention measures contribute to the rise
in these numbers. Neglecting the liver can lead to severe health
issues, and people with diabetes are at an increased risk of
liver cirrhosis or scarring. Therefore, regular check-ups and
a healthy lifestyle are crucial for maintaining good liver health
and overall well-being. This year’s World Liver Day theme
is “Be Vigilant, Do Regular Liver Check-Up, Fatty Liver
Can Affect Anyone,” highlighting the importance of  regu-
lar check-ups as non-alcoholic fatty liver disease can affect
anyone, regardless of  their body mass index. 

Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD
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Haywire

Our modern sense of haywire is an interesting example of semantic
drift. In the US of the latter part of the nineteenth century, hay

wire (also commonly called baling wire, which is now what people
usually call it) was literally a type of thin wire. In addition to tying
together bundles of hay after cutting, it fastened bundles of grain
stalks that had been cut by a horse-drawn reaper. But its uses went far
beyond this. It was the duct tape of its era, the stuff you reached for
when you had anything to mend, one of the world’s versatile repair
materials. If you needed to fix a broken barn-door hinge, the tailboard
of a wagon, or a hole in a chain-link fence, you turned to hay wire. The
first instance of the term I’ve been able to find records a particularly
melancholy improvised use: A young man named Samuel C. Hoyd who
resided on the Mesa, South Pueblo, committed suicide on the 20th by
hanging himself to a cottonwood tree with a piece of bale hay wire
(Daily Gazette (Colorado Springs) 22 Jul. 1881). Readers with memories
of hay wire suggest that the character of the wire itself has been a
significant factor in the development of the sense of something or
somebody being out of control. Hay wire pulled off its coil to use it
would retain a bend and, if unrestrained, would curl up into an
impenetrable jumble. Similarly, when the wire around a bale — under
considerable tension — was cut to use the hay, the pieces would snap
apart in an uncontrolled and even dangerous way. Tossed aside, they
would tangle with others to make a snarled mass.

We need more rules to protect tenants
IN THISJEST
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Excavating half of Srinagar for a
‘Smart City' by reducing
motorable roads to increase
pedestrian paths isn't just causing
harrowing inconvenience. It also
comes at the cost of aesthetics
MEHBOOBA MUFTI | PDP CHIEF

India and Russia Tuesday agreed
to work towards unlocking the full
potential of their economic
engagement including through
addressing the trade deficit and
market access issues

BOOSTING TIES
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Murder of
Andhra
Pradesh Chief

Minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy’s
paternal uncle YS
Vivekananda Reddy
is a case study for police officers

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU | TDP NATIONAL

PRESIDENT

of the
day uote 

I recently went
to Prayagraj
where people

told me that Atiq and
others committed
more crimes against
Muslims than against
Hindus. Atiq's son (Asad) was killed
in a police encounter but the
responsibility for what happened in
police custody (Atiq's killing) rests
with the Uttar Pradesh police

DIGVIJAYA SINGH | CONGRESS LEADER

110 former NDFB
cadres join BJP
Guwahati: More than 100
former militants joined the
BJP in Assam's Karbi Anglong
district Tuesday. The former
militants were former cadres
of the National Democratic
Front of Bodoland (NDFB). The
group was led by Nabin
Chandra Bodo. "A total of 110
former NDFB members joined
our party today," said Tuliram
Ronghang, chief executive of
the Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council (KAAC),
who welcomed the new
members at the local BJP
office. The ex-militants hail
from various regions and
earlier occupied top portfolios
within the terrorist group.

Efforts intensify
to catch tiger 
Dalla (Pauri): With people still
in fear after constant tiger
sightings, the Forest
Department here Tuesday
intensified efforts to trap the
animal which killed two elderly
men in Uttarakhand's Pauri
district last week.  Twenty
camera traps have been
installed in the area and three
cages put up in Dalla and Simli
villages which reported the two
casualties, one each on April 13
and April 15, Garhwal DFO
Swapnil Aniruddh told PTI.  

Naxalite arrested 
Gadchiroli: Police Tuesday
said they have arrested a
Naxalite who was carrying a
reward of `2 lakh and facing
nearly two dozen serious
offences in  Gadchiroli district
of Maharashtra. A press
release by the Gadchiroli
Superintendent of Police's
office said acting on specific
inputs, the district special force
and CRPF jawans jointly
conducted an-anti Naxalite
operation in the Hachbodi forest
and apprehended the Naxalite,
Sadhu alias Sanjay Narote. 

SHORT TAKES

I have come to
Delhi. There is
nothing

specific agenda. I
have been an MP for
several years. Can I
not come to Delhi?
Earlier, I used to come to Delhi
regularly

MUKUL ROY | SENIOR TMC LEADER

national

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 18: The Centre
Tuesday directed local bodies to
ensure only recognised organisa-
tions carry out the animal birth
control programme in stray dogs as
per the recently notified rules.

The municipal corporations need
to implement the Animal Birth
Control (ABC) Programme and Anti
Rabies Programme jointly, the
Ministry of  Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry & Dairying said in a re-
lease.

The Animal Birth Control Rules,
2023 were issued following the guide-
lines of  the Supreme Court in a
case between Animal Welfare Board
of  India and People for Elimination
of  Stray Troubles, it said.  The 2023
rules which were notified by the
Ministry of  Fisheries, Animal

Husbandry and Dairying March
10, supersedes the Animal Birth
Control (Dog) Rules of  2001 under
the Prevention of  Cruelty to 

Animal Act, 1960.
As per new rules, the ministry

said that the Animal Birth Control
(ABC) programme for sterilization
and immunization of  stray dogs
is to be carried out by the respec-
tive local bodies.

One of  the requirements under

the rule is that the ABC Programme
needs to be carried out by organi-
sations recognised by the Animal
Welfare Board of  India (AWBI)
specifically for this purpose, it said.

The list of  such organizations will
be made available on the website of
the Board, which will also be up-

dated from time to time, it said,
adding that cruelty involved in car-
rying out of  ABC programme needs
to be addressed.

"Therefore, the local bodies are
requested to implement the rules
in letter and spirit and not to per-
mit any organizations to carry out
ABC programmes which are not rec-
ognized by AWBI and approved for
ABC programme or otherwise elab-
orated in the rules," it added.

The ministry said the rules also
provide guidelines on how to deal
with human and stray dog con-
flicts without relocating dogs in
an area.

By effective implementation of
these rules, the ABC can be con-
ducted by the local bodies which will
help in reducing the stray dog pop-
ulation addressing the animal wel-
fare issues, it added. 

Govt proposes new rules to control dog population

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 18: The Supreme
Court Tuesday made it clear that it
will not go into the personal laws gov-
erning marriages while deciding the
pleas seeking legal validation for
same-sex marriages and asked the
lawyers to advance arguments on
the Special Marriage Act.

A five-judge constitution bench
headed by Chief  Justice D Y
Chandrachud termed the issue in-
volving the pleas “complex” and
said the very notion of  a man and
a woman, as referred to in
the Special Marriage
Act, is not “an ab-
solute based on
genitals".

“It is not the
question of
what  your
genitals are. It
is  f ar  more
complex, that's
the point. So,
even when the
Special Marriage
Act says man and
woman, the very notion
of  a man and a woman is
not an absolute based on geni-
tals,” said the bench, which also
comprised justices Justices S K
Kaul, S R Bhat, Hima Kohli and P
S Narasimha.

On being pointed out the diffi-
culties and ramifications for the
Hindu Marriage Act and personal
laws of  various religious groups if
the apex court were to hold same-
sex marriages valid, the bench
said, “Then we can keep the per-

sonal laws out of  the equation and
all of  you (lawyers) can address
us on the Special Marriage Act (a
religion neutral marriage law).”

The Special Marriage Act, 1954
is a law that provides a legal
framework for the marriage of
people belonging to different re-
ligions or castes. It governs a
civil marriage where the state
sanctions the marriage rather
than the religion.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre, referred

to the laws on transgen-
ders and said there

are several
rights such

as the
right to
choose
part-
ners,
pri-
vacy
right,

right to
choose

sexual ori-
entation, and

any discrimi-
nation is criminally

prosecutable.
“However, the conferment of

socio-legal status of  marriage can-
not be done through judicial deci-
sions. It cannot even be done by the
legislature. The acceptance has to
come from within the society,” the
top government law officer said. He
said the problem will arise when
a person, who is a Hindu, wants to
avail the right to marry within the
same sex while remaining a Hindu.

“Hindus and Muslims and other
communities will be affected and
that is why the states should be
heard,” the law officer said.

“We are not going into the per-
sonal laws and now you want us to
get into it. Why? How can you ask
us to decide it? We cannot be com-
pelled to hear everything,” the
bench said. Then this will amount
to “short circuiting” the issue and
the Centre's stand is not to hear it
all, Mehta said, to which the CJI re-
sponded: “We are taking a middle
course. We don't have to decide
everything to decide something.” 

On being pointed out that even
the religion-neutral Special
Marriage Act has the term ‘man and
a woman', the bench said it is not
the question of  “genitals” and the
very notion of  the special law hav-
ing “man and woman” is not re-
stricted to the genitals..

Mehta, however, insisted it is
restricted to the genitals and
added there were several laws
which the court will be making
redundant inadvertently if  it
chose to give legal backing to
same-sex marriages. 

The law officer gave the ex-
ample of  the Code of  Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) and said a
woman cannot be called for ex-
amination after a certain time
and there could be a situation
where a man says that though
he has the genitals of  a male he
is not a man. 

The bench said though 10 peti-
tioners wanted it to be dealt with
on a broader aspect “we are re-
stricting it and we are not going
into personal laws etc”. The law of-
ficer contended the bench was
saying it will not go into the per-
sonal laws but the earlier judg-
ments opened this window and
so again this would open another
window later.  

The law officer said the court
should decide first whether it can
go into this question at all or it
would be essentially for parlia-
ment to deal with it. Senior advo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi supported
the Centre's objection to same-sex
marriages and said all states were
necessary parties in the matter
and needed to be heard.

Will not go into personal laws: SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 18:The Congress
Tuesday demanded that the gov-
ernment should come out with a
white paper on the Pulwama at-
tack providing answers to ques-
tions such as what were the  in-
telligence failures  and why troops
were denied aircraft.

Days after former Jammu and
Kashmir governor Satypal Malik's
allegations over the 2019 Pulwama
attack, the Congress held a press
conference here by Col (retd) Rohit
Chaudhry and Wing Commander
(retd) Anuma Acharya, both as-
sociated with the party, and posed
a series of  questions to the gov-
ernment on the attack in which
40 CRPF jawans were killed.

There has been no reaction from
the government since Malik's in-
terview to a news portal was re-
leased, while the BJP has said that
there were serious questions about
his credibility and cited various
statements made by him in recent
years.The BJP had cited Malik's past
remarks, including the one that
mocked former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi as a  political juve-
nile , and slammed him as the  dis-
graced  governor of  Jammu and
Kashmir.

Cong ress spokesperson
Shaktisinh Gohil said the party
did not make any political statement
over an incident like Pulwama in
2019 but had to raise this issue as
concerns have been expressed by

former army chief  Gen (retd)
Shankar Roychowdhury in an in-
terview.

Chaudhry and Acharya, the two
armed forces veterans, said the de-
fence fraternity and the entire na-
tion share the concerns of  Malik
and Gen. Roychowdhury.

They posed questions to the
prime minister on the basis of  the
assertions by the former army
chief. Why were 2,500 CRPF sol-
diers not allowed to travel by air de-
spite their request, they asked.
They also asked as to why were
intelligence inputs between January
2, 2019 and February 13, 2019 warn-
ing of  a terrorist attack ignored.

How did the militants procure
around 300 kg of  explosives? How
could this huge quantity remain un-
detected despite heavy security
presence in South Kashmir, espe-
cially the Pulwama-Anantnag-
Avantipora belt,  Chaudhry said.

Four years after the attack, how
far has the inquiry progressed?
Why is there a delay in completing
the inquiry and letting the nation
know its findings?  they said.

At the Congress presser, the two
army veterans said that in previ-
ous terror attacks, such as the
Mumbai attacks in 2011 and the
Pathankot attack in 2016, inquiries
were held and findings made pub-
lic. This was essential to establish
the truth, fix responsibility, and
strengthen India's national security.
In Pulwama too, these serious ques-
tions must be addressed, they said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi,  April  18: The
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
Tuesday said it has attached prop-
erties to the tune of  ̀ 11.04 crore be-
longing to Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram in the INX Media
money laundering case, an offi-
cial statement said here.

Out of  four attached proper-
ties, one is an immovable asset lo-
cated in Coorg district  of
Karnataka, the federal agency said
in a statement.  The ED issued a pro-
visional order, under the Prevention
of  Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
for attaching the assets worth ̀ 11.04
crore. Karti Chidambaram, 51, is
the son of  former Union minister
and senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram and is a sitting
Congress MP from Sivaganga Lok
Sabha seat in Tamil Nadu.  He was
arrested in the INX case by the ED
as well as the Central Bureau of

Investigation (CBI).  The ED had
filed a criminal case under the
PMLA in 2017 to probe alleged ir-
regularities in the grant of  FIPB
approval to INX Media group.

INX Media got its FIPB (foreign
investment promotion board) ap-
provals  in 2007-08  when P
Chidambaram was serving as the
Union finance minister in the UPA
government.

It is alleged that this approval
was not legal and agencies have
charged P Chidambaram with com-
mitting corruption and money
laundering by taking kickbacks

from the promoters of  the media
group, Indrani and Peter Mukerjea,
through his son Karti.

The FIPB was scrapped by the
Modi government in 2017.  It was
found, the ED said, that "illegal
gratification (proceeds of  crime)
was received directly and indi-
rectly from M/s INX Media Pvt.
Ltd. ,  to  which accused P
Chidambaram had granted FIPB
approval, through several shell
companies controlled/beneficially
owned/used by another accused
Karti P Chidambaram."  m INX
Media," it said. 

The ED had filed a charge sheet
in this case in 2021 in which it said
that emails were recovered from
seized digital devices that disclose
Karti used to consult his father re-
garding matters related to a com-
pany -Advantage Strate gic
Consulting Pvt Ltd (ASCPL) - "ben-
eficially owned" by him in the past
and involved in this case.

RAIL ROKO PROTEST: Passengers wait for trains at a railway station after farmers blocked railway tracks during their
protest seeking compensation for their damaged crops due to rains in Amritsar. At least 20 trains were cancelled after
farmers squatted on railway tracks at several places in Punjab PTI PHOTO

Cong demands white
paper from Centre
on Pulwama attack

BJP enters MCD 
mayoral poll race
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 18: The BJP
Tuesday fielded Shikha Rai and
Soni Pandey for the election of  the
mayor and the deputy mayor of
the Municipal Corporation of  Delhi
(MCD), despite not having ade-
quate numbers in the House.

Accompanied by Delhi BJP lead-
ers, Rai and Pandey filed their pa-
pers for the polls to the posts of
mayor and deputy mayor respec-
tively on Tuesday, the last day of  fil-
ing nominations.

Rai is the councillor from the
Greater Kailash-1 ward, while
Pandey represents northeast Delhi's
Sonia Vihar ward in the civic body.
Earlier, a top Delhi BJP leader had
claimed that the saffron party was
not likely to contest the polls as
there was a "clear mandate" in the
favour of  the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP). The AAP has re-nominated
incumbent mayor Shelly Oberoi
and deputy mayor Aaley
Mohammad Iqbal for the posts.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) lead-
ers hoped that the councillors in the
MCD will elect Rai.

The
apex court had  

Nov 25 last year sought the
Centre’s response to separate

pleas moved by two gay couples
seeking enforcement of their 
right to marry and a direction 

to the authorities concerned to
register their marriages

under the Special
Marriage Act

INX Media PMLA case: ED attaches
Karti’s properties worth `11.04cr

Indian Youth Congress supporters shout slogans during a protest over former
J&K governor Satya Pal Malik's claims on Pulwama attack in New Delhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April18:The Supreme
Court Tuesday upheld an order of
the Gauhati High Court which had
set aside the discharge of  inde-
pendent Assam MLA Akhil Gogoi
in connection with a case related
to anti-CAA protests and suspected
Maoist links.

Allowing an appeal filed by the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA), the high court had remanded
the matter back to the trial court
to conduct a fresh hearing on the
question of  framing of  charge
against all the four accused persons
including Gogoi. A top court bench
of  justices V Ramasubramanian
and Pankaj Mithal confirmed the
high court order in "all respects".

The top court, however, granted
bail to Gogoi pending trial while not-
ing that he has suffered incarcer-
ation for about 567 days. 

Top court refuses to
discharge Assam MLA
Akhil Gogoi in NIA case

ANTI-CAA STIR

SAME SEX MARRIAGE HEARING

BOY INJURED IN STRAY DOG ATTACK 
New Delhi: A 14-year-old boy was injured in a stray dog attack in
southwest Delhi's Rangpuri area, police said Tuesday. The incident took
place on Monday morning when the boy, a resident of Rangpuri, had
gone out to answer nature's call, a senior police officer said. "Around
7:30 am on Monday, the boy was attacked by 8-10 dogs near his house.
He was bitten all over his body and was treated by a local doctor. Now,
he is being sent to Safdurjung Hospital for further treatment," said
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Southwest, Manoj C. No PCR call or
medico-legal case (MLC) was received in this regard, the police said,
adding that they are yet to receive a formal complaint in connection
with the incident. The victim said he was in pain after the attack.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Unnao (UP), April 18: Two in-
fants were in a critical condition
Tuesday after a group of  men set fire
to the home of  a minor Dalit girl,
whom two of  them had allegedly
raped last year.   

The injured babies include the
rape victim's six-month-old child
– born after the 11-year-old was
impregnated in the sexual assault
– and her two-month-old sister, po-
lice said.          The two rape accused,
recently released on bail, allegedly
barged into the family's thatched
shed Monday evening with five
others, after the victim refused to
withdraw the case.

They beat up her mother and
then set the shed on fire.  According

to chief  medical superintendent
Sushil Srivastava, the rape vic-
tim's infant son suffered 35 per
cent burns and her sister 45 per cent
burns in the incident.  "As their con-
dition worsened, both the kids
were sent to Kanpur for better
treatment," he said.  

Santosh Singh, Circle Officer,
Purva said the rape victim's father
was attacked with an axe by her
grandfather and uncle, who had
sided with the accused, and four
other people on April 13 accord-
ing to a complaint filed by her
mother.  The father is admitted at
the district hospital with serious
injuries, he said.  Police said the
Dalit girl was gang-raped February
13, 2022. She gave birth to a son in
September that year. 

UNNAO GANGRAPE

Accused set minor Dalit victim’s house on fire
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, April 18: After com-
plaints of  banned pesticides avail-
able in some districts, the Tamil
Nadu Agriculture Department has
formed special squads to conduct
surprise checks.

The state agriculture depart-
ment had issued a circular on
December 12, 2022, banning the
sale and use of  six pesticides
based on the directive from the
Centre. These pesticides, ac-
cording to the Centre, were used
by many people for committing
suicide and hence it was banned
from being used in the agricul-
tural fields and farms.

Fertilizer shops were directed to
stop sale and distribution of  these
pesticides under the Insecticide
Act 1986 and the Insecticide Rules
of  1971. The farmers of  Tiruppur,
Pudukottai and Salem districts
complained that chemicals like
monocrotophos -- one among the six
banned pesticides in Tamil Nadu
-- was being widely used in these

areas. According to the farmers, the
banned product was reaching the
hands of  gullible farmers through
online sale.

Satyamoorthy K., a farmer in
Salem said, "The monocrotophos
is widely used here in coconut
farms and this helps the farmers
to wade off  the attack by white

flies." However, he said that in
Pollachi, Kangeyam and Uudmulpet
farmers in large numbers were
using the banned pesticide.

Following complaints from the
farmers in large numbers from
different parts of  the state, the
state agriculture department con-
stituted squads to trace shops that

sell the banned fertilizers as well
as the farmers, who are using the
product even after directive from
the agriculture department that
the pesticide was banned.

Sources in the agriculture de-
partment said that even after the
seizure of  monocrotophos, the
fertilizer is being illegally pro-
cured and used in coconut groves.
The department is of  the opin-
ion that online sale outlets are
pushing the sale of  these banned
pesticides, and the department
has already constituted special
squads to check, stop and prevent
the use of  these pesticides.

GOVT TO TAKE ACTION

n The state agriculture
department had issued a circular
on December 12, 2022, banning the
sale and use of six pesticides based
on the directive from the Centre

n Sources in the agriculture
department said that even after the
seizure of monocrotophos, the
fertiliser is being illegally procured
and used in coconut groves

Banned pesticides found in TN

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Thiruvananthapuram, April 18:
Kerala Chief  Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has written to his Tamil
Nadu counterpart M.K. Stalin in re-
sponse to his letter seeking coop-
eration to move together, against
the way the Governors are acting
by holding back Bills which re-
quire his/her clearance.

"As you have rightly stated,
presently elected governments in
many states are facing this issue.

In Kerala too, certain bills passed
by the State Assembly after due
deliberation have been kept pend-
ing by the Governor for unduly
long time, some for more than a
year," said Vijayan.

"As defenders of  the federal
spirit of  our Constitution, we have
to cooperate in every effort to pre-
vent the curtailing of  the func-
tioning of  elected state govern-
ments and we are ready to extend
our whole hearted cooperation to
you and will consider your pro-

posal," added Vijayan.
Stalin in his letter on April 11 had

urged Vijayan to see that the Kerala
Assembly pass a similar resolu-
tion which the Tamil Nadu as-
sembly had passed on April 10,
urging the Union government and
the President to 'fix a time frame'
for the Governors to give assent
to bills that were passed by the
state assembly.

The special resolution which
needs 3/4th of  the votes to be moved
in the House was allowed by the
Speaker with 144 of  the 146 mem-
bers in the House voting for it.

The AIADMK walked out of
the House while BJP MLAs, C.
Saraswathi and M.R. Gandhi voted
against the resolution. Stalin
while moving the resolution lashed
out against the Tamil Nadu
Governor R.N. Ravi and said that
the Governor was making it a
habit to speak against the state gov-
ernment whenever the Prime
Minister was in the state or when
he (Stalin) was in New Delhi.

Stalin in his letter on April 11 had urged Vijayan to see that the Kerala Assembly pass a
similar resolution which the Tamil Nadu Assembly had passed on April 10, urging the

Union government and the President to 'fix a time frame' for the Governors to give
assent to bills that were passed by the state Assembly

Vijayan responds to Stalin

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, April 18: A special task
force of  the Tamil Nadu Forest
Department is monitoring the
movement of  rogue elephant
'Karuppan', which was captured
on Monday and released in the
deep forest after radio-collaring it,
officials said Tuesday.

The elephant, captured from
Thalavadi hills in Erode district,
was relocated to Thattakarai for-
est area in Erode division. The
Forest Department has constituted
a team of  seven officials to moni-
tor the movement of  the elephant
in the dense forest as well as its feed-
ing. It had caused extensive dam-
age at the Thalavadi hills after
raiding sugarcane farms and de-
stroying crops. Also several ba-
nana plantations was also raided
by the elephant that relishes in
eating sweet fruits.

The elephant was captured on
Monday,  after  the Forest
Department set up a team under the
'Operation Black' and it was trans-
ported in a truck to the deep forest
range into the Thattakarai forest
division on the Tamil Nadu-
Karnataka border.

The seven member team of  for-
est officials who are deputed to
monitor 'Karuppan' will be stay-
ing at the Anti- Poaching Watchers

camp at Thattakarai and track his
movement for one week.

According to senior forest offi-
cers, the elephant will have to walk
for long distances for getting its
feed but 'Karuppan' has the habit
of  straying into farmlands to get
easy access to food. The Forest
Department is also monitoring the
behavioural changes of  the ele-
phant and said that it would be-
come normal in a month's time.

On Tuesday morning, the special
team of  the forest department has
reported that the elephant had
drunk water from a stream and
had moved into dense forest area
which was a good sign.

‘Karuppan’ being monitored: TN Forest Dept
The elephant, captured from

Thalavadi hills in Erode district,
was relocated to Thattakarai
forest area in Erode division

The Forest Department has
constituted a team of seven

officials to monitor the
movement of the elephant in the
dense forest as well as its
feeding

The seven member team of
forest officials who are

deputed to monitor 'Karuppan'
will be staying at the Anti-
Poaching Watchers camp at
Thattakarai and track his
movement for one week

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Thiruvananthapuram, April 18:
For the BJP, the trial run of  Kerala's
first semi-high-speed Vande Bharat
Express from Thiruvananthapuram
Central railway station to Kannur
was a moment to revel.

After a small 'puja' at 5 a.m. on
Monday at the station here, the
train chugged out carrying top
Railway officials along with staff
members. The green signal was
given at 5.09 a.m. and the first stop
was at Kollam, then it stopped at
Kottayam, Ernakulam, Thrissur,
Kozhikode and finally at Kannur
where it came to halt at 12.19 p.m.

The total time taken was 7 hours
and 10 minutes -- the fastest time
taken to cover this distance.
Normally it takes 8 hours and 40
minutes to cover the same distance

by the fastest train available.
The chief  loco pilot of  the trial

run M.I. Kuriakose, who said it
was an exhilarating experience
and that he has never ever received
such a reception in his career. "We
could travel at 110 kmph speed
from Shornur and at the rest of
the sections it ranged from 80 to 100
kmph. The controls are so easy
and the biggest advantage is that
the acceleration is very quick and
braking is also easy, compared to
other trains," said Kuriakose.

Incidentally, the train commenced
its return journey from Kannur at
2.10 p.m. Meanwhile, at all the stops
where the train halted, BJP workers
gathered in strength and raised pro-
Modi slogans, and sweets were also
distributed to celebrate the event.

The BJP, which does not have any
representation in the 140-member

Kerala Assembly or in the 20 Lok
Sabha seats, is now losing no op-
portunity to project the function-
ing of  the Modi-led NDA govern-
ment in the state and, hence their
cadres were out in large numbers
to celebrate the trial run.

The BJP will be going to town
with this as their main target is the

controversial K-Rail project, which
is still not cleared at any level, but
the CPI(M), especially Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and
party secretary M.V. Govindan has
been pushing for a long.

The BJP workers are taking on
Govindan in a big way as he had ear-
lier said if  K-Rail becomes opera-

tional women can make 'appam'
(local bread) at their homes in
Palakkad and board the K-Rail
train and sell it at Kochi and return
in a few hours.

The social media lost no oppor-
tunity to slam Govidan's statement.
Ever since the Vande Bharat train
arrived from Chennai last week, the
BJP workers have been distribut-
ing appam at all the places.

But not to sit idle, Govindan hit
back by saying "if  women use the
Vande Bharat trains to sell their
appom, it will turn stale as the
train takes a long time".

Meanwhile, the Congress party
is batting for extending the Vande
Bharat train till Mangalore, so that
it benefits more people. Now all
eyes are on April 25 when Modi
himself  arrives here to flag off  the
train on its first commercial run.

BJP revels as Vande Bharat Express does its first trial run

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, April 18: Tamil Nadu
Chief  Minister MK Stalin Tuesday
congratulated Sub-Inspector of
state police for speaking up on chil-
dren's right for education.

A video of  the police officer
Paramasivam, who is a sub-in-
spector with the Tiruvallur dis-
trict police, visiting a village and
appealing to the families to send
their children to schools is doing
rounds on social media.

Taking to his official twitter
handle, Chief  Minister Stalin said,
"I read the happy news in today's
paper in the morning and I will
share. The job of  the police is not
just to prevent crime, but they have
a role to play in shaping a good so-
ciety. I congratulate SI Paramasivam
of  Pennalurpet for speaking up
for children's right to education."

As per the video, the Sub-
Inspector had visited a village under
the jurisdiction of  his Pennalurpet

police station premises in
Tiruvallur district after the
staff  of  a government school
informed police that children
were not turning up at school
for the examinations.

Accompanied by an education
department staff, police visited
the village where the SI could
be seen appealing to the public
to approach him personally if
they need help.

In the video, Paramsivan could
be heard saying, "Whatever the
issue may be, school fee, food, or do-
mestic complaints, you are free to
approach me at the police station."

He further said, "Do only one
favour for me

in re -
turn.

Send
these chil-

dren to school. When they grow up
and realise the ground realities,
they are going to pose some hard
questions at you (parents) for not
sending them to schools."

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Thrissur (Kerala), April 18: The
Kerala Police have registered an FIR
against the proprietors of  'Great
Bombay Circus' for lacerating the
wings of  birds during their per-
formances to prevent them from fly-
ing away as well as for using un-
registered animals, and forcing
them to do tricks that were not
registered with the Animal Welfare
Board of  India (AWBI).

The action was taken following
a complaint from People for the
Ethical Treatment of  Animals
(PETA) India. The AWBI is the pre-
scribed authority under The
Prevention of  Cruelty to Animals
(PCA) Act, 1960, which regulates the
use of  animals for performances in
the country.

The FIR was registered at the
Thrissur East police station for
cognisable offences under Sections
429 and 289 of  the Indian Penal
Code, 1860, for maiming the birds
and negligent conduct with respect
to an animal.

Further, the FIR also records vi-
olations of  sections 3 and 11(1)(a)
(for causing unnecessary and pain
and suffering to animals), 11(1) (l)
(for mutilation of  birds), and sec-
tions 26 and 38 (for using unregis-
tered birds and making the ani-
mals and birds do unregistered
acts/tricks) of  the PCA Act, 1960.

"To prevent birds from exercis-
ing their natural right of  flying, cir-
cuses repeatedly lacerate birds'
wings and put them in cages," says
PETA India Cruelty Response
Coordinator Saloni Sakaria. "PETA

India urges families to support
only those forms of  entertainment
which use consenting humans."

Since 2022, trial proceedings
against Great Bombay Circus have
been pending before the Court of
Judicial Magistrate of  First Class,
Malalavdi. This was based on an
FIR registered against the circus
by the Mysuru police following
a complaint by PETA India for
similar offences relating to cruelty
towards birds and violations of
their performing animals regis-
tration certificate.

Several AWBI inspections and
numerous investigations by PETA
India proved that animal circuses
are cruel: in them, animals are con-
tinuously chained or confined to
small, barren cages; deprived of
veterinary care and adequate food,
water, and shelter; and denied every-
thing that's natural and important
to them. Through physical abuse
with weapons, they're forced to per-
form confusing, uncomfortable,
and even painful tricks. Many dis-
play stereotypic, repetitive behav-
iour indicative of  extreme stress,
PETA India stated.

n The action was taken following
a complaint from People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) India

n The FIR was registered at the
Thrissur East police station for
cognisable offences under Sections
429 and 289 of the Indian Penal
Code, 1860, for maiming the birds
and negligent conduct with respect
to an animal

Cops file FIR against
‘Great Bombay Circus’ 

Stalin hails cop for speaking
up on children’s education

A
video of the police

officer Paramasivam, who
is a sub-inspector with the

Tiruvallur district police, visiting
a village and appealing to the
families to send their children

to schools is doing rounds
on social media

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, April 18: With 521 fresh
Covid-19 cases reported in the last 24
hours and a test positivity rate (TPR)
of  8.6 per cent, the state public health
department has issued an alert to all
the district health officers.

Exce pt  for  Kallakurichi,
Thiruvarur and Tirupattur, all
other districts recorded fresh Covid
cases. The total number of  active
cases in Tamil Nadu stands at 3,330.

There were 140 new Covid cases
in Chennai, 45 in Coimbatore,
44 in Kanyakumari and 31 in
Tiruchi districts of  Tamil Nadu.
Ten districts reported new cases
between 10 and 25 and 21 other
districts reported cases in single
digits. One passenger each from
UAE, Singapore, Qatar and Oman

tested Covid-19 positive.
Ten districts of  the state reported

TPR above the state average with
Coimbatore showing a TPR of  12 per
cent. The TPR of  Kanyakumari,
Tiruvallur, Salem, Ranipet and
Chengalpattu was 11 per cent while
that of  Chennai and Kancheepuram

the TPR was 10 per cent.
The State Public Health de-

partment said that 150 people were
admitted in the hospitals with three
being admitted in the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU). Seventy patients
were on Oxygen therapy and 77 in
normal wards.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, April 18: The Tamil
Nadu health department has urged
people to be cautious and not ven-
ture out in the sun amid soaring
temperatures across the state.

In a circular to district health of-
ficials, the department has directed
them to raise awareness among
the people on the rising tempera-
ture and to remain indoors dur-
ing the afternoon to prevent from
having a sunstroke and other issues
related to heat.

In Erode, the maximum tem-
perature on Monday was recorded
at 41 degrees Celsius, which was 3.2
degrees higher than the normal
during this time of  the year. This
was also the highest temperature
recorded in Tamil Nadu during
this season.

The weather department has
predicted that Chennai, Tirunelvelli,

Tirupattur, Ramanathapuram,
Vellore and Erode could witness a
rise in temperature by 1 to 3 degrees
in the coming days. The neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh is already
experiencing a heatwave and this,
according to weather department
could lead to a spike in mercury in
Tamil Nadu.

The weather department has
however predicted light to mod-
erate rains on April 21 and 22 and
this could bring respite from the
scorching heat.

ALERT ISSUED

TN records 521 fresh Covid cases 

MERCURY SOARS

TN health dept urges
people to be cautious
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Saurashtra Tamil Sangamam is a festival
that celebrates India’s unity in diversity
and such events are aimed at boosting the
existing cultural ties between different
parts of the country under the Centre’s Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative
HARDEEP SINGH PURI | UNION MINISTER

The death toll due to sunstroke at the
'Maharashtra Bhushan' award event in
Navi Mumbai rose to 14 after the death
of a 34-year-old woman while seven
patients are undergoing treatment, a
civic official said Tuesday

SUNSTROKE TRAGEDY
TOLL CLIMBS TO 14
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As G20 Health
Working Group,
we are heading

in the right direction
toward jointly
creating a positive
impact for future
global health architecture

MANSUKH MANDAVIYA | UNION HEALTH MINISTER

of the
day uote 

My values and
education
doesn’t allow

me anymore. The
leadership has
played deaf ears
despite bring front of
them MANY TIMES @RahulGandhi
@kcvenugopalmp @priyankagandhi
(sic)

ANGKITA DUTTA |
ASSAM YOUTH CONG PRESIDENT

Rice mill building
collapses, 4 killed 
Chandigarh: Four migrant
labourers from Bihar were
killed while 20 others injured
after a three-storey rice mill
building collapsed in Taraori
in Haryana's Karnal district
early Tuesday, police said.
Over 150 labourers were
housed in the building when
the incident took place at
around 3 am. “Four labourers
from Bihar have died in the
incident and 20 were
injured,” Karnal’s
Superintendent of Police,
Shashank Kumar told PTI
over phone.

Bihar hooch 
toll rises to 31
Patna/Motihari: The BJP
Tuesday demanded that the
Bihar government provide
monetary compensation to people
who had developed health issues
after drinking spurious liquor and
release those thousands
languishing in jail for violating
the prohibition law of the state.
The toll in the current hooch
tragedy mounted to 31, with five
more people dying after consuming
spurious alcohol on the intervening
night of Friday and Saturday .

11-year-old raped,
strangled to death
Gangtok: Sikkim has been left
horrified after an 11-year-old
girl from Gangtok was
sexually assaulted and then
strangled to death. The
police have arrested Pritam
Sharma (29), who originally
hails from Bihar but drives a
taxi in Gangtok, for the
alleged crime which took
place last week. The arrest
was made Monday by a
special investigating team in
Gangtok. The accused has
been booked under IPC
Section 302 and sent to
police remand for 14 days till
May 1 by a local court.

SHORT TAKES

A centenary
hall would be
set up in

Chidambaram,
Cuddalore in memory
of Ilayaperumal who
fought for abolition
of untouchability

M K STALIN | TAMIL NADU CM

national
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April18: Social media
platform Twitter will allow freedom
of  speech but not “freedom of
reach” as it will restrict visibility
of  tweets that violate its rules, the
company said in its policy update.

"We also believe it is our re-
sponsibility to keep users on our
platform safe from content violat-
ing our rules. These beliefs are the
foundation of  freedom of  speech,

not freedom of  reach -- our en-
forcement philosophy which means,
where appropriate, restricting the
reach of  tweets that violate our
policies by making the content less
discoverable," the firm said.

The sample screenshot shared an
example of  visibility restriction
of  tweets that may violate Twitter's
rule against hateful conduct.

"Restricting the reach of  tweets,
also known as visibility filtering,
is one of  our existing enforcement

actions that allows us to move be-
yond the binary 'leave up versus take
down' approach to content mod-
eration. However, like other social
platforms, we have not historically
been transparent when we've taken
this action," it said.

The social media firm said that
it will not place ads adjacent to
content that is labelled under the
new rule. "Starting soon, we will add
publicly visible labels to tweets
identified as potentially violating

our policies letting you know we've
limited their visibility," the mi-
croblogging platform said. Twitter
said that authors will be able to
submit feedback on the label, if
they think "we incorrectly limited
their tweet's visibility.

"Currently, submitting feedback
does not guarantee you will re-
ceive a response or that your tweet's
reach will be restored. We are work-
ing on allowing authors to appeal
our decision," it said.

TWITTER TO RESTRICT VISIBILITY OF TWEETS THAT VIOLATE ITS POLICY
Twitter will

initially
apply the
visibility filter
on tweets that
are found
violating
hateful
conduct rules
and expand it
to other
domains later

The social
media firm

said that
Twitter users
have the right
to express their
opinions and
ideas without
fear of
censorship

REUTERS

New Delhi/Jaunpur, April 18: As
he crosses the mud houses and
wheat fields around his village to
catch a train to distant Mumbai,
Sujeet Kumar says he is thinking
about the better life that awaits
him in India’s city of  dreams.

The 21-year-old from Jaunpur
district, in India's most populous
state of  Uttar Pradesh, was headed
for the country’s financial capital,
saying he moved out of  "compul-
sion", like hundreds of  millions
of  others before him.

This internal migration is bound
to intensify as India becomes the
world's most populous nation,
throwing up enormous challenges
for the government - managing the
strains on urban infrastructure
as well as creating 8 million to 10

million jobs every year to absorb
its army of  young unemployed.

The United Nations had pro-
jected India's population would
reach over 1.42 billion last week,
overtaking China.

Nearly two-
thirds of
India's peo-
ple  are
under 35
and
many of
those in
the coun-
tryside
flock to the
cities to take
whatever job they
can - becoming labour-
ers, drivers or helpers in shops
and homes. Many are from Uttar
Pradesh and neighbouring Bihar

state, where populations are
rising faster than elsewhere

in the country.
Besides the low-paid and difficult-

to-get jobs, those arriving in the
cities are faced with prohibitive
costs of  living and a struggle to

find a place to live. They are unable
to access social welfare benefits
and many fall victim to the crime
rampant in urban slums.

Abdul Nur, a 37-year-old secu-
rity guard in Bengaluru, said he left
his village in the northeastern

state of  Assam when he was 17,
and has since lived and worked in
Chennai, Hyderabad and Mumbai
cities.  

He was in India's financial cap-
ital a decade ago, where, he said, it
was very tough to live on the 14,000
rupees ($171) he earned a month,
with high rents and cost of  food.

GOING BACK
Some of  the migrants have be-

come so disheartened they are re-

turning home. Bhikhari Manjhi, 30,
left his village in Odisha state and
moved to Bengaluru where he was
promised a job as a construction
worker with a salary of  10,000 ru-
pees a month. For two months, his
contractor paid him 100 rupees
every week, promised to pay the rest
later, but never did.

A 2020 International Labour
Organization report said migrant
workers contribute 10% of  India’s
GDP and serve as the backbone of
several sectors. The money they
send back reduces poverty at home
and improves the well-being of
their families, it said.

Experts say the government
needs to help create more jobs and
ensure they are distributed across
the country, especially in the poorly-
developed and predominantly rural
north and the east.

Migrants caught between jobless villages & city hazards
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS

MIGRATE FOR JOBS 
WITHIN INDIA

ILO REPORT SAYS MIGRANT
WORKERS CONTRIBUTE 
TO 10% OF INDIA’S GDP

DESPITE SHORTCOMINGS,
CITIES REMAIN MAGNETS FOR

MIGRANT WORKERS

According
to 2011 figures,

the latest available,
India's then population

of 1.21 billion people
included 456 million

internal migrants

AGENCIES

Prayagraj/Lucknow (UP), April
18: A crude bomb was hurled in a
bylane near the residence of  a
lawyer of  Atiq Ahmad Tuesday,
sparking panic in the area as the in-
cident came just three days after the
sensational killing of  the gangster-
turned politician and his brother.

In a statement issued in Lucknow,
Special Director General of  Police
(Law and Order) Prashant Kumar
said, "On getting information about
a bomb being hurled in Gobarwali
Gali, police reached the spot... It
emerged that Harshit Sonkar had
a dispute with Akash Singh,
Raunak Yadav and Chhote Singh,
due to which Harshit attacked
them with a bomb. However, no
one was injured."

"This attack took place
in a bylane in front of
the residence of
Dayashankar
Mishra.
However, ru-
mour is being
spread that
Dayashankar
Mishra was at-
tacked. This is
false information.
The spot is being
inspected and there is
no problem of  law and
order," the statement said.

Though Atiq's
lawyer,  who
rushed to the
house from the
court on getting
information
about the inci-

dent, said his
daughter and lo-

cals told him about
three bombs, the po-

lice maintained that only
one crude bomb exploded.

Assistant Commissioner of  Police,
Shivkuti, Rajesh Kumar Yadav
said the culprit will be arrested
soon. "I was in the court when my
son informed me that bombs had
been hurled. I rushed home. ...I
think this has been done to frighten
me, to create terror. It is a big con-
spiracy... It is for the police to find
out who is behind this," Atiq's
lawyer Dayashankar Mishra told
reporters.  Mishra had represented
Atiq Ahmad and his brother Ashraf
in the 2006 case of  abduction of
Umesh Pal, who was a witness in
the 2005 murder of  then BSP MLA
Raju Pal and was shot dead
February 24 this year allegedly at
the gangster's behest.

BEATING THE HEAT: Young women eat ice creams on a hot summer day in Gurugram, Haryana PTI PHOTO

Crude bomb hurled near
residence of Atiq’s lawyer

Locals gather after a crude bomb was hurled near the residence of Daya
Shankar Mishra in Prayagraj PTI PHOTO

Now mafia can’t threaten
anyone in UP: Adityanath

Lucknow: Days after
gangster Atiq
Ahmed and his
brother Ashraf were
gunned down by
three youth while in
police custody in

Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
Tuesday that no mafia or
criminal can threaten
industrialists in the state
anymore. The Chief Minister
said: “Before 2017, the state was
infamous for riots. More than 700
riots rocked the state between
2012 and 2017. But not a single
riot broke out after 2017. Earlier,
just the names of many districts
scared people. Now there is no

need to be scared.” NO
ONE WAS INJURED

IN THE INCIDENT AND A
CASE HAS BEEN REGISTERED

“ATIQ'S LAWYER DAYASHANKAR
MISHRA WAS NOT THE TARGET AND
THE INCIDENT WAS A FALLOUT OF
PERSONAL ENMITY BETWEEN TWO

YOUTHS”, POLICE SAID

HOWEVER, THE LAWYER CLAIMED
THAT IT WAS AN ATTEMPT 

“TO CREATE FEAR 
AND TERROR”

‘Atiq’s secret letter 
being sent to CJI, CM’
Prayagraj/New Delhi: A letter
written by Atiq Ahmad two weeks
before his murder with
instructions to send it to the Uttar
Pradesh chief minister and the
chief justice of India in case of his
death is being dispatched to
them, his lawyer said Tuesday.
"That letter in a sealed envelope
is neither with me nor sent by me.
It is kept somewhere else and
being sent by some other person.
I don't know the contents of the
letter," gangster-politician's
lawyer Vijay Mishra said.

TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, April 18: Senior NCP
leader Ajit Pawar Tuesday said he
would work for his party till he is
alive and scotched speculation that
he and a group of  MLAs loyal to him
might align with the ruling
Bharatiya Janta Party. 

Talking to reporters here, the
Leader of  the Opposition said there
is no truth in reports about any
rift in the Nationalist Congress
Party and his joining hands with
the BJP. He said such unfounded re-
ports hurt party workers and cre-
ate confusion among them.

He said the NCP has decided to
strengthen the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) and the coalition has planned
several rallies that target the Centre
and the Maharashtra government
over various issues. The MVA com-
prises Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray), NCP, and Congress.

Responding to a query, Pawar

said no signatures of  (NCP) MLAs
were taken.  "We are working as a
family and will continue to do that,"
he added.   Rumours about Ajit
Pawar's next political move started
doing rounds last week when he sud-
denly cancelled his scheduled meet-
ings and also made comments
which were seen as being soft on
the BJP and Chief  Minister Eknath
Shinde's camp. The BJP is part of
the Shinde government.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay
Raut on Sunday added grist to the
rumour mill claiming Sharad Pawar
recently told Uddhav Thackeray
that his party will never join hands
with the BJP even if  anyone takes
an individual decision to do so.

Ajit Pawar slammed Raut with-
out taking the latter's name on
Tuesday and said spokespersons of

other parties are behaving like
spokespersons of  NCP. The NCP
leader said he would raise this
issue whenever there is a party
meeting.  "No one knows who has
given them this right. You speak
about the party of  which you are
a spokesperson. You speak about
your party's mouthpiece. We are
very capable of  making our stand
clear.  "There is no reason to take
our brief. They can put forth re-
spective (party's) views. Our party's
spokespersons, leaders at the state,
as well as the national level, are
capable of  explaining the party's
stand," he added. 

When Maharashtra was under
President's rule after the results
of  the 2019 Assembly polls were
out and Shiv Sena (undivided) sev-
ered ties with ally BJP, Ajit Pawar
secretly joined hands with Devendra
Fadnavis and a government was
formed with Fadnavis as the chief
minister and the NCP leader as
his deputy. However, that govern-
ment lasted for just 80 hours after
Ajit Pawar resigned.  After the
Shiv Sena joined hands with the
NCP and Congress to form a coali-
tion government in November 2019,
Ajit Pawar took oath as the deputy
chief  minister and handled the fi-
nance portfolio. 

Will work for NCP till I am alive:
Ajit Pawar on rumour of rift
Pawar dismissed reports

that he had taken the 
signatures of 40 of 53
MLAs of NCP amid a

buzz about his rumoured
alliance with the BJP

31 tribals from
K’taka stranded 
in war-torn Sudan
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, April 18: As many
as 31 people belonging to Hakki-
Pikki tribal community from
Karnataka are stranded in Sudan,
where rival factions of  the ruling
military regime have been battling
for control of  the African nation.

Kar nataka State Disaster
Management Authority
Commissioner Manoj Rajan said,
“We have got a message that a
group of  31 people hailing from
Karnataka are stranded in Sudan.
We have informed the Ministry of
External Affairs about it.” 

The officer said his department
has asked the group to follow the
instructions of  the Indian embassy
in Sudan. “As of  now, stranded
people should stay wherever they
are and not venture out.The MEA
is seized of  the matter and is work-
ing on it,” Rajan said in a state-
ment. In a series of  tweets, Congress
leader Siddaramaiah urged the
Government of  India to intervene
and bring the stranded people back

to the country. 
“It is reported that 31 people

from Karnataka belonging to Hakki
Pikki tribe, are stranded in Sudan
which is troubled by civil war. I
urge @PMOIndia @narendramodi,
@HMOIndia, @MEAIndia and
@BSBommai to immediately in-
tervene & ensure their safe re-
turn,” he tweeted. The Hakki Pikkis
in Sudan were left stranded with-
out food for the past few days and
the government has not yet initi-
ated action to bring them back, he
alleged. Siddaramaiah sought the
BJP government at the Centre to
immediately open diplomatic dis-
cussions and reach out to inter-
national agencies to ensure the
well-being of  Hakki-Pikkis. 

At least 185 people have been
killed and over 1,800 wounded since
the fighting erupted in Sudan.
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The government
recognises the

importance of the hydropower
sector and its potential to
become a strong base for the
Himalayan nation’s economic
prosperity and export clean
and green energy
PRACHANDA | NEPAL PM

A scientific expedition has
discovered a previously
unknown coral reef with
abundant marine life off
Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands,
the country’s environment
ministry said

NEW CORAL REEF FOUND
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The child care,
long-term care
systems in this

country just don't
work well. High-
quality care is costly
to deliver. It's labour-
intensive. It requires skilled 
workers. Yet care workers, who are
disproportionately women 
and women of colour and
immigrants, are among the 
lowest paid in the country

SUSAN RICE | DIRECTOR OF THE WHITE HOUSE

DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL

of the
day uote 

I am optimistic
that one of
Northern

Ireland's main
political parties
would soon end a
boycott that has kept
the regional government on ice for
more than a year

BILL CLINTON | FORMER US PRESIDENT

UN officials are
negotiating
with the

Islamist government
in the hope that it will
make exceptions to
an edict this month
barring local women from working
for the organization

ACHIM STEINER | UNDP ADMINISTRATOR

Saudi minister
visits Syria 
Beirut: Saudi Arabia's top
diplomat arrived in the Syrian
capital on Tuesday, the first
official visit by an official from
the kingdom in more than a
decade, the Syrian government
said. The visit by Foreign
Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan to Damascus follows
that of his Syrian counterpart,
Faisal Mikdad, to Riyadh last
week. Syrian state news
agency SANA reported that
after his arrival, the Saudi top
diplomat was received by
Syrian President Bashar Assad.

Pak diplomat 
in Kabul returns
Islamabad: Pakistan’s head of
the diplomatic mission in Kabul
returned to the Afghan capital
Monday, more than four
months after he survived an
assassination attempt,
according to a media report.
Foreign Office Spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
confirmed that Ubaidur
Rehman Nizamani, the
Pakistani Charge d'Affaires,
returned to Kabul, however,
she did not provide further
details, The Express Tribune
newspaper reported Monday. 

17 arrested
Washington: Police in California
have arrested 17 people in
connection with a series of
shootings in Gurdwaras in
Stockton, Sacramento and
other locations and seized
weapons such as AK 47,
handguns, and at least one
machine gun in a series of raids
carried out over 20 places, the
State Attorney General said
Monday. The 17 felony arrests
were made during a operation
with agents executing search
warrants at 20 locations in
Northern California Sunday
according to an announcement
made by California Attorney
General Rob Bonta.

32 killed in China
Beijing: At least 32 people
were killed in two separate fire
incidents involving a hospital
and a factory in China, official
media reported Tuesday. A
hospital's admissions building
in Beijing's Fengtai district
caught fire at 12:57pm (local
time) on Tuesday, leaving 21
dead, state-run China Daily
reported. The fire was
extinguished at around 1:33
pm, and the rescue operation
lasted until 3:30 pm. A total of
71 patients were evacuated
and transferred. In a separate
incident, 11 people died in a
factory fire in Wuyi county,
Jinhua city in China’s 
eastern Zhejiang province on
Monday, the local 
government said Tuesday.
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Kathmandu, April 18: Two
Indians,  prominent woman
climber Baljeet Kaur and the
youngest Indian to climb Mt
Everest in 2010, Arjun Vajpayee,
were rescued from Mt Annapurna
in Nepal Tuesday, officials from
the expedition organisers said.

Kaur, 27, who scaled the world's
10th highest peak without using
supplemental oxygen, went miss-
ing near Camp IV while descend-
ing from the summit point on
Monday. She was rescued from

7,363m after an aerial search team
located her above Camp IV,
Chairman at Pioneer Adventure
Pasang Sherpa, was quoted as say-
ing by the Himalayan Times news-
paper.

"She has suffered from frost-
bite," Sherpa said. Kaur has been
admitted to CIWEC Hospital in
Kathmandu for treatment. Kaur
was seen descending alone towards
Camp IV by the aerial search team,
according to Sherpa.

The leading Indian woman
climber, who was left alone below
the summit point, remained out

of  radio contact till Tuesday morn-
ing, the report added. An aerial
search mission was initiated
Tuesday morning only after she
managed to send a radio signal
asking for 'immediate help'.

According to Sherpa, her GPS lo-
cation has indicated an altitude of
7,375m (24,193ft). She climbed Mt
Annapurna along with two Sherpa
guides at around 5:15 pm on Monday.
At least three helicopters were mo-
bilised to trace her.

In May last year, Kaur, from
Himachal Pradesh, scaled Mt Lhotse
and became the first Indian climber

to have climbed four 8000-meter
peaks in a single season. Indian
climber Arjun Vajpayi was also
rescued from 6,800 metres, Seven
Summit Trek's Expedition Director
Chhawang Dawa Sherpa said.

"He has sustained injuries,"
Department of  Tourism Director
Yubraj Khatiwada was quoted as
saying in The Kathmandu Post
newspaper. Vajapi, 29, was admit-
ted for treatment to Hams Hospital
after being airlifted to Kathmandu.

He was awarded by Guinness
World Records in 2022 for becom-
ing the youngest person to climb two

higher 8000ers (Mt. Everest in 2010
and Summit Lhotse in May 2011).
Vajpai has already scaled Mt.
Everest, Mt. Lhotse, Mt. Makalu, Mt.
Kangchenjunga, Mt. Manaslu, and
Cho-Oyu, making several moun-
taineering world records.

On Monday, Anurag Malu, a
resident  of  Kishang arh in
Rajasthan, went missing while
descending from Camp III of  Mt.
Annapurna. A team of  five Sherpa
climbers has been conducting a
ground search for Malu, who fell
from around 6,000 metres into a
deep crevasse.

Indian mountaineers rescued from Mt. Annapurna in Nepal 
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Khartoum (Sudan), April 18:
The Sudanese army and a rival
paramilitary force that have been
battling the past four days for con-
trol of  the country agreed on
Tuesday to a 24-hour cease-fire,
Arab media reports said.

Hopes for at least a pause in the
violence came as intensified fight-
ing threatened to spiral even fur-
ther into chaos. Millions of
Sudanese in the capital and in
other major cities have been hid-
ing in their homes, caught in the
crossfire as the two forces pounded
residential areas with artillery
and airstrikes and engaged in gun-
battles in the street.

Over the past day, fighters in
Khartoum attacked a US Embassy
convoy and stormed the home of  the
EU envoy to Sudan, though nei-
ther attack caused casualties. The
convoy of  clearly marked US
Embassy vehicles was attacked on
Monday, and preliminary reports
link the assailants to the Rapid
Support Forces, the paramilitary
group battling Sudan's military,
US Secretary of  State Antony
Blinken told reporters. Everyone
in the convoy was safe, he said.

Satellite channels Al Arabiya
and Al Jazeera cited Lt. Gen. Shams
El Din Kabbashi, a senior figure in
the military command, as saying
that the military would comply
with the cease-fire. CNN Arabic
cited the head of  the military, Gen.
Abdel Fattah Burhan, saying it
would be party to the day-long
truce. Earlier in the day, the mili-
tary's opponent, the Rapid Support
Forces, said it would abide by a 24-

hour humanitarian truce.
There was no immediate public

announcement of  a cease-fire from
military officials, however. In the
afternoon clashes were still re-
ported around the military's head-
quarters and close to the neigh-
bouring airport, both major battle
zones since fighting first erupted
on Saturday. There was also fight-
ing around a strategic air base in
Merowe, some 350 kilometres (215
miles) northwest of  Khartoum.

More than 185 people have been
killed and more than 1,800 wounded
since fighting began Saturday, ac-
cording to UN figures, which did not
include a breakdown of  civilians
and combatants. The Sudan Doctors'
Syndicate said Tuesday that at
least 144 civilians were killed and

more than 1,400 were wounded.
The overall death toll could be

much higher because clashes in
Khartoum have prevented the re-
moval of  bodies in some areas. The
violence has raised the spectre of
civil war just as the Sudanese were
trying to revive the drive for a dem-
ocratic, civilian government after
decades of  military rule. Amid in-
creasing alarm, Blinken had stepped
up efforts for a cease-fire.

He spoke by phone late Monday
separately with the two rival gen-
erals — armed forces chief, Gen.
Burhan, and RSF leader Gen.
Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo —
seeking a 24-hour halt in fighting
as a foundation for a longer truce
and return to negotiations.

Dagalo said in a series of  tweets
Tuesday that he had approved a
24-hour humanitarian truce after
speaking to Blinken. The military's
initial response appeared to reject
any halt. It said in a statement that
it was “not aware of  any coordi-
nation with mediators” on a truce
and that more troops would join the
battle. The fighting, it said, “en-
tered the decisive phase,” and that
the coming hours would see a
“crushing defeat” of  the RSF.

Sudanese army, rival forces 
agree to 24-hour cease-fire

n US CONVOY FIRED ON IN
SUDANESE CAPITAL

n HEAVY FIRING HEARD IN
KHARTOUM EARLY TUESDAY

n CLASHES DERAILED PUSH
FOR CIVILIAN RULE

n VIOLENCE RAISES
HUMANITARIAN RISKS 
ACROSS SUDAN
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Karuizawa (Japan), April 18:
Top diplomats from the Group of
Seven wealthy democracies vowed
a unified front against Chinese
threats to Taiwan and Russia's
war of  aggression in Ukraine, say-
ing at the close of  their meetings
Tuesday that they were committed
to boosting and enforcing tough
sanctions against Moscow.

The G-7 communique laying
out their commitments also in-
cluded strong words over an un-
precedented run of  North Korean
missile tests. But it was China's
growing assertiveness in Asia
and Russia's invasion of  Ukraine
that highlighted the three-day
summit hosted by Japan in this
hot springs resort town.

“There can be no impunity for
war crimes and other atrocities
such as Russia's attacks against
civilians and critical civilian in-
frastructure,” the ministers
said.“We remain committed to
intensifying sanctions against
Russia, coordinating and fully
enforcing them,” the commu-
nique said, and would support
“for as long as it takes" Ukraine
as it defends itself.

The foreign ministers' com-
munique was prepared as a tem-
plate for global leaders to use at
a G-7 summit that will be held in
Hiroshima next month, and in-
cluded language about Iran,
Myanmar, Afghanistan, nuclear
proliferation and other “grave
threats.”

But two crises stood out: China's
increasing threats against, and
military maneuvers around,
Taiwan, the self-governing democ-
racy that Beijing claims as its
own, and Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. Russia's current offen-
sive is largely stalled and Ukraine
is preparing a counteroffensive,
but there's widespread global
worry about the Russian leader's
repeated threats to use tactical
nuclear weapons.

“Russia's irresponsible nuclear
rhetoric and its threat to deploy
nuclear weapons in Belarus are
unacceptable,” the ministers said.
The G-7 envoys from Japan, the
U n i t e d  S t at e s,  t h e  U n i t e d
Kingdom, France, Germany,
Canada, Italy and the European
Union have underlined that their
meeting in Karuizawa marks a
crucial moment in the world's re-
sponse to Russian and Chinese
aggression, two crises that are
seen as challenges to the post-
World War II rules-based inter-
national order. 

Global efforts to confront the
matters at the United Nations
have been stymied by Chinese
and Russian intransigence on the
Security Council. Leaders and
foreign ministers of  G-7 coun-
tries, most recently France and
Germany, have recently concluded
visits to China, and there is grow-
ing worry after China recently
sent planes and ships to simu-
late an encirclement of  Taiwan. 

Beijing has also been rapidly
adding nuclear warheads, tak-
ing a tougher line on its claim to
the South China Sea and painting
a scenario of  impending con-
frontation. The G-7 ministers
said that peace and stability be-
tween China and Taiwan in the
Taiwan Strait is “an indispen-
sable element in security and
prosperity in the international
community,” and they called for
“the peaceful resolution of  cross-
Strait issues.”

On Taiwan, “there is clear una-
nimity in the approach we are
taking,” US Secretary of  State
Antony Blinken told reporters
of  his talks with other ministers
in Karuizawa."What I heard was
a remarkable convergence on
concerns related to (China) and
what we're doing to address those
concerns,” he said.

G7 pledges unified
stance on Russia’s war 

The G-7 communique 
laying out their 

commitments also 
included strong words

over an unprecedented run
of North Korean missile
tests. But it was China’s

growing assertiveness in
Asia and Russia's invasion

of Ukraine that 
highlighted the three-day

summit hosted by 
Japan in this hot springs

resort town
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Moscow, April 18:A Russian judge
Tuesday upheld the detention of
jailed American journalist Evan
Gershkovich, who was arrested
on spying charges as part of  a
sweeping Kremlin crackdown on
dissent amid the war in Ukraine. 

He and the US government ve-
hemently deny the allegations. The
Wall Street Journal reporter is the
first US correspondent since the
Cold War to be detained in Russia
on spying allegations and his arrest
rattled journalists in the country
and elicited outrage in the West. 

Dozens of  journalists crowded
into the courtroom to catch a
glimpse of  Gershkovich, who looked
calm as he stood inside a glass cage
to appeal his detention. Russia's
Federal Security Service detained
the 31-year-old in Yekaterinburg
in March and accused him of  try-
ing to obtain classified informa-
tion about a Russian arms factory.

Gershkovich, his employer and
the US government deny he was in-
volved in spying and have de-
manded his release.“Evan is a
member of  the free press who right
up until he was arrested was en-
gaged in newsgathering. Any sug-
gestions otherwise are false," the
Journal has said in a statement.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kyiv, April 18: Russian President
Vladimir Putin visited command
posts of  the Kremlin's forces fight-
ing in Ukraine, officials said
Tuesday, as the war approaches
its 14th month and Kyiv readies a
possible counteroffensive with
Western-supplied weapons.

A video released by the Kremlin
and broadcast by Russian state tel-
evision showed Putin arriving
by helicopter at the command
post of  Russian forces in south-
ern Ukraine's Kherson province
and then flying to the headquar-
ters of  the Russian National
Guard in Luhansk province,
which is in the east.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said the visits took place
Monday. The trip, Putin's second in

two months to Russian-occupied ter-
ritory in Ukraine, represented an
apparent attempt by the Russian

leader to rally his troops and demon-
strate his authority.

Dressed in a dark suit, Putin ap-
peared to chair meetings with his
military top brass during both of
his stops. The locations of  the mil-
itary headquarters weren't dis-
closed, making it impossible to as-
sess how close they were to the
front line. Nor was it possible to in-
dependently verify the authentic-
ity of  the video footage.

On Tuesday, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy made his lat-
est trip to positions near the front
line to stiffen the resolve of  soldiers
battling Putin's troops. Zelenskyy vis-
ited units in Avdiivka, a city in
Donetsk province where fierce bat-
tles are taking place, his office said. 

Russia upholds
detention 
of US reporter

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Peshawar, April 18: A Pakistani
anti-terrorism court has sent a
Chinese national to jail on a 14-
day judicial remand on blasphemy
charges in the restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province after he
was arrested Monday, according
to media reports Tuesday. 

The police arrested the Chinese
national identified as Tian on
Sunday and on Monday he was
shifted to Abbottabad via an Army
helicopter due to security concerns
as the police feared local people
could harm him.

Tian was booked on blasphemy

charges and sent to prison on a 14-
day judicial  remand by an
Abbottabad anti-terrorism court
on Monday, the Dawn newspaper
reported. The Chinese citizen, a
manager at the Dasu Hydropower
Project, the biggest hydropower
project in Pakistan, in the Upper
Kohistan district of  the province,
allegedly made blasphemous re-
marks on Friday when the work-
ers were going to perform the
weekly prayer. 

According to local people, the
Chinese manager complained to
workers at the dam that “pre-
cious time” was being lost due
to prayer breaks. 

Putin rallies troops with 2nd Ukraine visitChinese national sent to
14-day judicial remand

SEARCH FOR LIFE: Paramilitary soldiers, rescue workers and volunteers search for survivors through the rubble at the site of landslide near the Torkham 
border town, Pakistan. A massive landslide struck a key highway in northwestern Pakistan near the border town of Torkham before dawn Tuesday, burying
two dozen trucks, officials said AP/PTI PHOTO

Baljeet Kaur
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The fact that India
was able to

increase its imports very
dramatically over the last
year, below the price cap,
was a great thing. That is
exactly what the price cap
was designed to do
SPENCER DALE | BP CHIEF ECONOMIST

India's overall gems and jewellery exports grew marginally
by 2.48 per cent to Rs 3,00,462.52 crore in 2022-23 due to
global challenges like inflation, the Russia-Ukraine war and
the lockdown in China for almost six months, GJEPC said
Tuesday.  The total gems and jewellery exports during 2021-
22 stood at Rs 2,93,193.19 crores, the Gem and Jewellery
Export Promotion Council said in a statement.

GEMS, JEWELLERY EXPORTS DECLINE 23.7% IN MARCH
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We are
bringing in
tried and

tested technology -
28 nm, 40 nm, which
is the best for ICT
devices, automobiles,
smartphones, which are...Decently
priced. With semiconductors and
displays, we will be making 60 per
cent of every electronic device inside
India 

AKARSH HEBBAR | VEDANTA SEMICONDUCTOR

AND DISPLAY BUSINESS, GLOBAL MD

of the
day uote 

Our strategy is
very clear. 
One is

premiumisation and
the second has to be
naturally in line with
global positioning,
electrification

ASHISH GUPTA | VOLKSWAGEN PASSENGER

CARS INDIA BRAND DIRECTOR

My mantra for
the exponential
growth of the

Indian Textiles and
Apparel sector is
investment,
innovation and
integration of the value chain. The
idea is to align the industry's
approach with the government's
vision to make India a favoured
textiles destination

MITHILESHWAR THAKUR

| SECRETARY GENERAL OF AEPC

Mankind Pharma
IPO to open Apr 25
New Delhi: The initial share sale
of drug maker Mankind Pharma
will open for public subscription
April 25. The three-day initial
public offering (IPO) will
conclude April 27, and the
bidding for anchor investors
will open on April 24, according
to the red herring prospectus
(RHP). The company's IPO is
entirely an offer for sale (OFS)
of 40,058,844 equity shares by
promoters and other existing
shareholders. Those selling
shares in the OFS are promoters
Ramesh Juneja, Rajeev Juneja
and Sheetal Arora. Besides,
Cairnhill CIPEF, Cairnhill CGPE,
Beige Limited, and Link
Investment Trust will
participate in the OFS. Since the
IPO is completely an OFS, the
company will not receive any
net proceeds from the issue
and the entire net proceeds will
go to the selling shareholders. 

ICICI Lombard
General profit up 
New Delhi: ICICI Lombard
General Insurance Company
Tuesday reported a 40 per cent
rise in its net profit at Rs 437
crore for the fourth quarter
ended March 2023. The non-life
insurer had posted a net profit
of Rs 313 crore in the
corresponding period of 2021-
22. The total income of the
company stood at Rs 5,255.58
crore in the quarter under
review as compared to Rs 4,636
crore in the year-ago period,
ICICI Lombard said in a
regulatory filing. The company
has proposed final dividend of
Rs 5.50 per share for FY23, it
said. Solvency ratio was 2.5
times at March-end 2023 as
against 2.45 times on March 31,
2022 and higher than the
minimum regulatory
requirement of 1.50 times.

Tata Coffee net
up 19.66% 
Mumbai: Tata Coffee Tuesday
reported a 19.66 per cent
growth in consolidated net
profit during the quarter ending
March 31, 2023, at Rs 48.80 crore
compared to the same period of
the previous fiscal. The
company's net profit stood at Rs
40.78 crore during the
corresponding quarter of 2021-
22, Tata Coffee said in a
regulatory filing.  Consolidated
revenue from operations rose
by 10.17 per cent to Rs 723.01
crore during the quarter under
review compared to Rs 656.26
crore in the same period of the
previous financial year.  For the
full year (2022-23), the company
posted 77.91 per cent growth in
consolidated net profit at Rs
262.84 crore compared to Rs
147.73 crore in FY22.  

SHORT TAKES

business

REUTERS

New Delhi, April 18: India is
planning to appeal against a rul-
ing from a panel at the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) that
the country violated global trad-
ing rules by imposing tariffs on
some IT products, a government
source said.

Monday, the WTO panel gave its
ruling related to a 2019 dispute
with the European Union, Japan
and Taiwan over import duties on
IT products.

“Yes, India will go in to appeal,”
a trade ministry source, briefed
on the government position, told
Reuters. The official did not want

to be named as discussions are pri-
vate.

India’s trade ministry did not
immediately reply to an email seek-
ing comment.

If  India appeals, the case will
sit in legal purgatory since the
WTO’s top appeals bench is no
longer functioning due to US op-
position to judge appointments.

In 2019, the EU challenged India’s
introduction of  import duties of  be-
tween 7.5 per cent and 20 per cent
for a wide range of  IT products, such
as mobile phones and components,
as well as integrated circuits, say-
ing they exceeded the maximum
rate. Japan and Taiwan filed sim-
ilar complaints that same year.

REUTERS

Tokyo, April 18: Beleaguered bit-
coin miners are finally feeling the
spring sunshine after a cold, hard
crypto winter.

The power-hungry companies
that pump new bitcoin into circu-
lation have been thrown a lifeline
by the cryptocurrency's rally to
above $30,000 this year, which has
conspired with falling electricity
prices to boost their profitability.

The 30-day average of  mining
revenues has risen to $27.34 million
a day, the highest level since last
June, according to data from
Blockchain.com.

That's a relief  for miners that
struggled to service large debt bur-
dens as revenues languished be-
tween $15 million and $21 million
for most of  the second half  of  2022.
They're still some way off  a peak
of  $61.2 million hit in November
2021, though.

“Many public miners were on the
brink of  bankruptcy at the end of
last year. At the current bitcoin

price, these companies’ cash flows
have substantially improved and
most of  them should have no prob-
lem paying their obligations,” said
Jaran Mellerud, analyst at bitcoin
mining services company Luxor.

Miners’ debt-to-equity ratios
now look much healthier, said
Mellerud, adding that many com-
panies had restructured and paid
down debt over the past few months.

Marathon Digital Holdings’ debt-
to-equity ratio has dropped to 0.5
from 2 since the start of  this year,
for example, while Greenidge
Generation Holdings’ has dropped
to 5.8 from 11.7, according to data
from Luxor.

The spring thaw has seen in-
vestors flock back to publicly traded
crypto mining companies; Among
the biggest players, Marathon and
Riot Platforms have seen their
share price more than triple this
year, while the Valkyrie Bitcoin
Miners ETF is up 162% and
Greenidge has gained 137%. But
they've all still lost money since
early 2022.

Bitcoin mining is the process
by which a network of  computers
validates a block of  transactions on
the blockchain. Miners are re-
warded with bitcoin for complet-
ing a block, competing against
other miners by solving intricate

maths puzzles with energy-inten-
sive computing systems, meaning
electricity comprises a significant
chunk of  their operating costs.

Declines in power prices, par-
ticularly in the U.S., have eased
pressure on company margins, ac-

cording to analysts at BTIG, who
said the electricity cost for pro-
ducing one bitcoin has fallen about
40% from the end of  last year.

That means that despite both
the computing power available on
the network and mining difficulty
rising steadily to new all time highs
- meaning it should take more
power to mine one block - the 30-day
average cost-per-transaction for
miners has fallen to its lowest level
since September, Blockchain.com
data showed.

OUT OF THE WOODS?
Miners can’t get too cozy though,

given their fortunes are tied to bit-
coin’s capricious price trajectory.

“If  we see bitcoin top out and con-
solidate, the run-up in miners may
do the same, we expect to see more
volatility as we head into sum-
mer,” said Kevin Kelly, head of  re-
search at Delphi Digital, although
he sees a favorable environment for
crypto persisting through 2023,
compared with last year.

Despite improvements in their
balance sheets, many miners still

have plenty of  debt to pay down and
are still struggling, said Luxor’s
Mellerud.

“The bitcoin price increase has
bought these companies time, but
it would be detrimental for these
companies if  it were to fall back
down to $20,000,” he said.

Most companies are focusing
on debt reduction rather than
spending on new equipment, BTIG
said, even as the estimated cost of
new mining rigs has dropped
around 69% since the end of  2021.

There are some exceptions how-
ever, with CleanSpark taking ad-
vantage of  falling prices to pur-
chase of  45,000 new mining rigs,
which would nearly double its com-
puting power.

A rapid rise in power prices or
a fast fall in bitcoin could usher in
a new cold spell. For now though,
the sun is shining.

“I don't think we're completely
out of  the woods, but I think the
worst is behind us,” said Marcus
Sotiriou, analyst at digital asset
broker GlobalBlock.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Apr 18: Apple’s chief
executive Tim Cook Tuesday
launched the iconic consumer tech-
nology company’s first retail store
in India, welcoming customers
into the facility inside a mall in
suburban BKC.

“The energy, creativity, and pas-
sion in Mumbai is incredible! We
are so excited to open Apple BKC
— our first store in India,” Cook,
who opened the doors of  the store
for customers, tweeted.

Hundreds of  customers had
queued up since last night to be
among the first ones to shop or get
a feel of  the store, which comes 25
years after the company first started
selling its products and services in
the country through partners.

Dressed in a black-t and grey
pants and accompanied by the com-
pany’s senior vice president for
retail Deirdre O'Brien, Cook opened
the doors of  the store to walk into
a crowded foyer to pose for the
media, and then started welcoming
customers into the store.

Customers took selfies with
Cook, sought autographs and ex-
changed pleasantries before going
in. One among them, a designer
from Mumbai, carried his nearly
four-decade-old Mac, a product
which revolutionised personal com-

puting and established Apple as a
strong brand with a design focus,
with him.

“I brought this just to show
Apple’s journey from 1984. This is
the first Mac SE which was
launched in 1984. I have been using
Apple products since 1984. Long
journey it has been,” said the de-

signer from suburban Goregaon,
who had joined the queue at 6 am
Tuesday and got more than just
selfies and simple pleasantries
with the Apple top executives.

“I have been here since last night
8 pm, been camping outside the
Apple store for about 15 hours now.
I haven't had breakfast, haven't

had a shower and you can see us all
drenched in sweat. But yeah, we are
super excited,” said the first cus-
tomer to go in, who wished to buy
an Apple watch.

At present Apple accounts for just
3 per cent share in the highly com-
petitive smartphone market dom-
inated by Chinese and Korean
brands, but has lately seen high
growth in sales, which establishes
India’s importance. The company
is also keen to expand sourcing of
products or components from the
country, as it looks to diversify its
supply chain beyond China.

The company employs 2,500 peo-
ple in the country and has indi-
rectly helped create 10 lakh jobs
through its app ecosystem.

AGENCIES

Mumbai, April 18: Benchmark eq-
uity indices Sensex and Nifty closed
lower for a second day Tuesday
due to profit-taking in select bank-
ing, power and FMCG stocks amid
mixed global markets and foreign
fund outflows.

Fall in index major Reliance
Industries, HDFC Bank and ICICI
Bank also dented sentiment.

Reversing its early gains, the 30-
share BSE Sensex fell 183.74 points
or 0.31 per cent to settle at 59,727.01.
During the day, it declined 331.45
points or 0.55 per cent to a low of
59,579.30.

The broader NSE Nifty dipped
46.70 points or 0.26 per cent to end
at 17,660.15 as 29 of  its stocks de-
clined while 21 advanced. After a
gap-up opening, the index moved
in a range of  17,766.60 to 17,610.20
during the day.

Among Sensex stocks, PowerGrid
fell the most by 2.62 per cent.
UltraTech Cement, Titan, Reliance
Industries, Bajaj Finance, Mahindra

& Mahindra, ICICI Bank, Tata
Consultancy Services, Tech
Mahindra, ITC and HDFC Bank
were among the major laggards.

Nestle India bucked the trend,
closing with gains of  1.99 per cent.
HCL Technologies, IndusInd Bank,
Wipro, Maruti, Larsen & Toubro
and Asian Paints were among the
gainers.

In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge climbed 0.52 per cent
and smallcap index gained 0.22 per
cent.

Among indices, utilities fell 0.81
per cent, power went lower by 0.76
per cent, telecommunication de-
clined by 0.71 per cent, consumer
durables (0.62 per cent) and com-
modities (0.18 per cent). Realty,
healthcare, metal, IT and teck were
among the winners.

Meanwhile, global oil bench-
mark Brent crude dipped 0.12 per
cent to USD 84.66 per barrel.

Foreign portfolio investors of-
floaded equities worth Rs 533.20
crore Monday, according to ex-
change data. 

AGENCIES

Mumbai, April 18: Deal activi-
ties declined 35 per cent to USD
9.7 billion across 332 transactions
in the first quarter of  2023 due to
an overall decline in deal activi-
ties as the fear of  a global recession
has gained more traction amid the
continuing war on Ukraine, ac-
cording to an industry report.

Of  the total deals, M&As con-
stituted more than half, still lower
by 21 per cent at USD 4.4 billion in-
volving 76 deals, down 56 per cent
during the March quarter, according
to the data collated by Grant
Thornton. In volume terms, over-
all deals fell by 46 per cent to 332
transactions.

The main reason for the poor
show was the tepid IPO market,
which plunged to USD 84.4 million
from USD 1 billion in Q1 of  2022. 

On the other hand, QIP wit-
nessed two fundraise -- Spicejet's
cargo and logistics business rais-
ing USD 301 million, followed by
Data Patterns raising USD 60 mil-
lion. However, it was less than USD
541 million in Q1 of  2022.

Another reason is the deep-
ening funding winter, resulting
in PE activity recording its low-
est in the last eight quarters, and
the recent collapse of  the Silicon
Valley Bank in the US only added
to the dry-run.

The decline in mergers and ac-
quisitions activity, 21 per cent lower

at USD 4.4 billion, was led by a 62
per cent fall in domestic activity,
recording the third-lowest quar-
terly deal volumes for any given
quarter since 2011. 

The startup sector continued to
lead the deal activity with 22 per cent
of  the deals for the quarter but
was 71 per cent lower over Q1 2022,
registering only 17 deals worth
USD 69 million. 

IT and pharma sectors remained
active, accounting for 28 per cent
of  the overall M&A volumes for
the quarter. Driven by Jaypee
Infratech’s insolvency case led by
Suraksha Realty, the real estate
sector accounted for 55 per cent of
the quarter's value, amounting to
USD 2.5 billion, marking the high-
est recorded transaction in this
sector in the last 12 years.

Private equity activity also wit-
nessed a decline to the tune of  42
per cent in volume and 44 per cent
in value, recording 256 deals worth
USD 5.3 billion. This was the low-
est quarterly volume and value
since Q4 of  2020.

The startup sector occupied the
larger share of  volumes with 60
per cent of  deals. Driven by six
high-value deals of  USD 100 plus
million, the e-commerce sector ac-
counted for 30 per cent of  the quar-
ter's deal value, amounting to USD
1.3 billion.

Th e  a c t iv i t y  w a s  l e d  by
Phonepe, which raised USD 350
million and USD 100 million each
in the two funding rounds. The
quarter also saw the largest ever
series A by InsuranceDekho rais-
ing USD 150 million. 

India plans to appeal against
WTO panel ruling on IT tariffs

According to the WTO, the country violated global 
trading rules by imposing tariffs on some IT products 

Cook launches Apple’s first India store
At present Apple
accounts for just 
3 per cent share in the
highly competitive
smartphone market
dominated by Chinese
and Korean brands, but
has lately seen high
growth in sales, which
establishes India’s
importance

CRYPTOVERSE: BITCOIN MINERS ESCAPE THE BEAR TRAP
The power-hungry companies that pump new bitcoin into circulation have been thrown a lifeline by the cryptocurrency's rally to above $30,000 this year 

Sensex, Nifty fall for 2nd day Deal activity declines 35%
amid global recession fear

ESIC adds 16.03 lakh
new subscribers in Feb

AGENCIES

New Delhi, April 18: Employees’
State Insurance Corporation (ESIC)
added 16.03 lakh new subscribers
in February 2023, according to pro-
visional payroll data released
Tuesday.

As per the data, around 11,000
new establishments were regis-
tered in February under the
Employees' State Insurance (ESI)
scheme ensuring social security
cover to their employees.

Employees up to age of  25 years
constitute the major chunk of  new
registrations, with 7.42 lakh such
employees added during the month,
a labour ministry statement said.

It shows that the youth of  the na-
tion are getting good employment
opportunities in the country, the
ministry said.

Gender-wise analysis of  the pay-
roll data also indicates addition of
3.12 lakh female workers under
ESI scheme.

Also, a total 49 transgender em-
ployees were registered under ESI
scheme during the month under re-
view, reflecting ESIC's committed
to deliver its benefits to every sec-
tion of  the society.

The payroll data is provisional
since data generation is a contin-
uous exercise, it stated.  



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, April 18: Cameron
Green (64 n o, 40b, 6x4, 2x6; 1/29)
flaunted his brute power on the
way to a maiden IPL fifty before
Arjun Tendulkar (1/18) bowled a
brilliant 20th over in extreme pres-
sure as Mumbai Indians defeated
Sunrisers Hyderabad by 14 runs for
their third straight win here
Tuesday.

Green and Tilak Varma (37, 17b,
2x4, 4x6) fired Mumbai Indians to
a challenging 192/5 after being
put in to bat. With the odd ball
not coming on to the bat, it was
tough to get the boundaries from
the get go but Sunrisers recov-
ered from an ordinary powerplay
to take the game deep with the
help of  opener Mayank Agarwal
(48, 41b, 4x4, 1x6) and Heinrich
Klaasen (36, 16b, 4x4, 2x6).

In the end, they fell short and
were all out for 178 in 19.5 overs for
their third defeat in five games.
While Agarwal got some much-
needed runs, it was Klaasen’s knock
that put Mumbai under pressure.
The South African took the attack
to veteran leggie Piyush Chawla,
reverse sweeping him for a four
and six in a 21-run over.

Sunrisers needed 60 off  the last
30 balls and Marco Jansen (13 off
6) and Washington Sundar (10 off
6) made the game interesting with
a string of  boundaries before the
latter paid the price for casual run-
ning between the wickets.

Playing his second IPL game,
Tendulkar again bowled two overs
with the new ball before returning
to bowl the high pressure final
over with Sunrisers needing 20
runs. Tendulkar chose to bowl full
and wide and was able to do the job
for his team.  He got his maiden IPL
wicket in the process.  

Earlier, fast-rising Varma and
Green took Mumbai to a competi-
tive total. The other contributions

came from skipper Rohit Sharma
(28 off  18) and Ishan Kishan (38
off  31).

The 20-year-old Varma has been
the stand out batter in the star
studded Mumbai line-up and his
rare talent and skill was on dis-
play again in his crucial cameo.
Mumbai were finding it tough to get
going in the middle overs but
Varma’s high quality knock gave
the innings the much-needed mo-
mentum.

The lanky Marco Jansen was
punished for 21 runs in the 15th over
when Varma dispatched him for
successive sixes, one in the cow
corner and the other over the
bowler’s head.

In the following over, the south-
paw used his wrists beautifully for
a four over extra cover off  leggie
Mayank Markande before sweeping
him for a maximum for a 14-run over.

Green, who struggled to get his
timing right initially, got down to
business after Varma’s dismissal.
The tall right-hander hammered
three straight fours off  T Natarajan
to bring up his half  century be-
fore collecting a straight six in a 20-
run over. 

Natarajan leaked runs in the
20th over and ended up conceding
50 runs in his four overs. Mumbai
managed to smash 62 runs in the
last five overs.

BRIEF SCORES: MI 192/5
(Cameron Green 64 n o, Ishan Kishan
38, Tilak Varma 37, Rohit Sharma
28; Marco Jansen 2/43, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar 1/31) beat SRH 178 (Mayank
Agarwal 48, Heinrich Klaasen 36;
Riley Meredith 2/33,  Jason
Behrendorff  2/37) by 14 runs.

Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/371593
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, April 18: Blowing hot and
cold, Lucknow Super Giants will
look to tick all the boxes and return
to winning ways when they clash
with table-toppers Rajasthan Royals
in an IPL match here Wednesday.

With three wins and two losses
so far, LSG is a team overflowing
with talent but they have missed a
trick or two at times to find them-
selves on the losing side twice.

In the last match against the
Punjab Kings, Lucknow couldn’t get
enough runs in the middle overs,
leaving them 10-15 runs short in the
end.

While KL Rahul returning to
form with a sizzling 56-ball 74 is a
big positive, LSG will rue the scor-
ing opportunities they squandered
in the middle overs.

Lucknow have no dearth of
power in their batting, with Kyle
Mayers at the top and Nicholas
Pooran and Marcus Stoinis in the
middle capable of  pulverising any
opposition.

While Mayers did his job in the
powerplay, he, perhaps, needs to
think about building partnerships
after the first six overs, especially
with Deepak Hooda struggling to
get runs at the top.

Against PBKS, LSG also com-
mitted the mistake of  bringing in
the talented Ravi Bishnoi too late,
allowing the batters to take the
chase deep into the final over.

Bishnoi is a wily customer with
a mean googly, and skipper Rahul
may think of  using him in the mid-
dle as well, instead of  holding him
back for the death overs. Krishnappa
Gowtham and Krunal Pandya too
have done well in their respective
roles.

Among the fast bowlers, LSG

possess the fiery pace of  Mark
Wood and Avesh Khan. Yudhvir
Singh Charak too will look to carry
on his good run after a sensational
two-wicket haul on debut against
Punjab.

However, for Lucknow, it will be
an uphill task to disturb the ap-
plecart of  the Royals, who have
performed like a well-oiled ma-
chine with a hat-trick of  wins to grab
the top spot in the IPL standings.

RR possess a formidable batting
line-up with the likes of  Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Jos Buttler and Sanju
Samson ensuring that the side has
a good start and has enough runs
in the powerplay.

While Buttler, with 204 runs has
been their highest run-scorer,
Jaiswal has struck at 149.45 during
his 136 runs so far in the IPL. And,
when the duo failed the other day
against GT, skipper Samson rose
to the occasion, bailing out the
team with a 32-ball 60 as West Indian
Shimron Hetmyer completed the job
with a 26-ball 56. Devdutt Padikkal
too has come up with cameos but

Riyan Parag hasn’t been able to
grab the opportunities. 

RR also has some quality spin-
ners, with the trio of  Yuzvendra
Chahal,  Adam Zampa and
Ravichandran Ashwin making life
difficult for the opposition.

It was the spinners who had won
them the match against Chennai
Super Kings, while pace spearhead
Trent Boult did the job against
Delhi Capital by taking those two
wickets in the first over to derail
their chase. Medium pacer Sandeep
Sharma too has used all his expe-
rience, taking wickets regularly
during his spells.

Inconsistent LSG face RR test

RR

07
:3

0 
PM

FIXTURE

Telecast: Star Sports channels

LSG

KOHLI FINED FOR CODE 
OF CONDUCT VIOLATION
Bangalore: RCB batter Virat Kohli has been
fined 10 per cent of  his match fee for breach-
ing the IPL Code of  Conduct during the
team’s eight-run loss to Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium. A state-
ment said that Kohli had breached the rules
under Article 2.2 of  the IPL Code of  Conduct.
While the IPL statement did not go into de-
tails about the incident, which attracted the
code of  conduct violation, it could have been
due to the former RCB skipper’s over-the-top
celebration following CSK middle-order bat-
ter Shivam Dube’s dismissal off  the bowling
of  Wayne Parnell Monday. An IPL statement
said Kohli had “admitted to the Level 1 offence
under Article 2.2 of  the IPL Code of  Conduct”.
“For Level 1 breaches of  the Code of  Conduct,
the Match Referee’s decision is final and
binding,” the statement added.

CSK TARGETING 200-PLUS
STRIKE RATE: CONWAY
Bangalore: CSK opener Devon Conway has
sounded an ominous warning to his team’s
opponents, saying his side has been aiming
for 200-plus strike rates on good batting sur-
faces to put up imposing totals, which give
them better chances of  winning matches.
“Tonight (Monday) was a really good surface
to bat on, so for us to get those big totals it’s
about trying to create a strike rate of  around
200-plus,” said Conway at the post-match
press conference. Conway indicated it was-
n’t easy for players to go about their job
seamlessly with the shadow of  the hovering
spider cam causing problems. He added that
things shouldn’t come to a point where tech-
nology interferes with the game. Conway
also praised young Sri Lankan bowler
Matheesha Pathirana’s efforts in winning the
match for CSK.

MAXWELL LAUDS CSK’S 
LEFT-HANDED BATTERS 
Bangalore: RCB all-rounder Glenn Maxwell
feels CSK’s left-handers did the trick for the
four-time champions by exploiting the shorter
boundaries to the hilt to earn a crucial eight-
run win in their IPL clash here. “I think
with short boundaries (at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium), they played heavy left-handers.
Devon Conway batted for a long period in that
innings,” said Maxwell. The Australian
added that bringing in left-arm spinner
Shahbaz Ahmed to bowl to left-handers
would have been a risky proposition. “I
think, it would have been a risk to bowl
Shahbaz Ahmed to those guys,” said Maxwell,
though he added that the 28-year-old all-
rounder was a “clever bowler”. He said just
one error – his or Faf  du Plessis’ dismissal
– had a cascading effect and, sort of, set off
a chain of  errors.
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Leeds, April 18: Liverpool won
for the first time in five English
Premier League games after
thrashing Leeds 6-1. Liverpool
hadn’t tasted victory in more than
s i x  we e k s,  s i n c e  ro u t i n g
Manchester United 7-0.

But after Cody Gakpo’s opener
and Mohamed Salah’s quickfire
addition for a 2-0 halftime lead
Monday, Liverpool tore apart
Leeds in the second half. Salah and
Diogo Jota finished with a pair
each, and Darwin Nunez came
off  the bench to score late.

Leeds halved the deficit two
minutes after the break when
Ibrahima Konate was caught in
possession by Luis Sinisterra,
who lifted his effort over goal-
keeper Alisson to make it 2-1.

But the Leeds defense collapsed
in familiar fashion, suffering con-
secutive heavy home defeats eight
days after losing to Crystal Palace
5-1. Leeds has conceded 60 league
goals, more than any other side,

Liverpool remained eighth in
the standings, two points behind
Brighton. Leeds’ survival hopes
were dealt another big blow by
staying 16th, two points above
the drop zone.

Liverpool went ahead in the
34th minute in controversial fash-
ion. Trent Alexander-Arnold ap-
peared to use his arm to control
the ball when dispossessing Junior
Firpo. But referee Craig Pawson
allowed play to continue and there
was no VAR intervention after
Alexander-Arnold received a re-
turn pass from Salah before cross-
ing low for Gakpo to turn home.

There was nothing controver-
sial about the visitors’ second
g o a l .  Jo t a  ro bb e d  We s t o n
McKennie in midfield and slipped
in Salah, who smashed a left-
footed finish into the top corner
from the left edge of  the penalty
area. The visitors had struck
twice in four minutes from their
first two chances to assume full
control by halftime.

Leeds then hauled itself  back two

minutes after the restart. Ibrahima
Konate was caught in possession
by Sinisterra and the Colombian
showed strength and composure to
dink a neat finish over Alisson.

But Liverpool restored the two-
goal lead five minutes later. Jota
raced on to Jones’ defense-split-
ting pass and curled a first-time
shot beyond Illan Meslier.

Leeds struck a post through
Brenden Aaronson’s long-range
effort and Salah had an effort
ruled out for offside after a VAR
check before Liverpool put the
result beyond doubt in the 64th.

Robertson’s cross was helped on
by Gakpo and the unmarked Salah
converted his 15th league goal at
the far post. Liverpool rubber-
stamped its superiority with a
fifth goal through Jota’s scuffed
finish from Jordan Henderson’s
cross in the 73rd.

The rout was completed in the
final minute, with substitute
Nunez’s clinical finish from
Alexander-Arnold’s pass ruled
onside by VAR.

Liverpool end barren run in style

IMPRESSIVE OUTING: Mohamed Salah goes for left-footed shot for his first goal against Leeds, Monday

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Duesseldorf, April 18: Manchester
City and Bayern Munich’s seasons
are each defined by one signing —
for better or worse. As City pre-
pare to finish off  Bayern in the
Champions League quarterfinals
on Wednesday after beating the
German champions 3-0 in the first
leg, Erling Haaland has redefined
the role of  a modern striker.

Haaland has scored 47 goals in
40 games in all competitions, and
has a possible 13 more games to play
this season. The Norwegian scored
against Bayern in the first leg after
demolishing another German team,
Leipzig, with five goals in the pre-

vious round.
Then there’s Sadio Mané. The

Senegal forward was supposed to
reshape Bayern’s attack into a
fluid, flexible threat less reliant
on a traditional striker when he
joined from Liverpool last year as
Robert Lewandowski left.

However, Mané has contributed
little on the field in recent months
and upset squad stability. He has
been a bit-part player ever since a
leg injury ruled him out of  the
World Cup, and was suspended
from the squad for Bayern’s draw
at Hoffenheim Saturday for what
the club called “misconduct” after
confronting teammate Leroy Sané
in the locker room following the loss

to City. German media reported
he had struck Sané in the face.

Tuchel has said Mané apolo-
gized like a “role model” in a process
which had a “cleaning effect” on the
squad’s atmosphere, but it’s yet to
be followed by any improvement on
the field. Bayern and coach Thomas
Tuchel are staking their faint hopes
on home advantage and a promise
to finally turn their team’s form
around.

“We all know that we need a com-
pletely different performance. We
know that we can do it but we have
to bring it onto the field,” Bayern mid-
fielder Joshua Kimmich said after
Saturday’s draw against Hoffenheim
left Tuchel with two wins from five
games since he replaced Julian
Nagelsmann last month.

Man City aim to finish off Bayern Munich in CL

City would bank on Kevin de Bruyne
and Erling Haaland against Bayern

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, April 18: Indian
men’s hockey team captain
Harmanpreet Singh Tuesday said
the upcoming Asian Champions
Trophy (ACT) in Chennai will be
a “litmus test” for the side ahead
of  the Asian Games (Asiad) to be
held in September-October later
this year.

The seventh edition of  the ACT
is scheduled to be held from August
3 to 12, serving as a precursor to

the Hangzhou Asian Games in
September where teams will vie
for gold and qualify for the Paris
Olympic Games.

“For many of  us, it will be the
first time that we will be playing
in Chennai. I remember our sen-
iors talking about the Asia Cup
in 2007 held in Chennai which was
a great tournament for India, de-
fending the title in a successful
campaign,” Singh said in a release.

“This will be an ideal tourna-
ment for us to see where we stand

against the same teams with whom
we will be competing in the Asian
Games. It will be a litmus test for
the team ahead of  the Asian Games.

“It will also give us a good un-
derstanding of  our opponents and
we can further prepare well for
the Asian Games where we aim to
win the gold medal and directly
qualify for the Paris 2024 Olympics.”

India won the ACT in the in-
augural edition in 2011 and beat
Pakistan in the final in 2016 to
reclaim the title. In the following
edition in 2018, India were joint
winners with Pakistan after rain
affected the proceedings in Muscat. 

In the previous edition in 2021
held in Dhaka, the Indian team fin-
ished with a bronze medal. With
Korea and Malaysia showcasing
good form in World Cup 2023 in
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela,
Harmanpreet said that the com-
petition will be intense.

“Korea has shown great progress
over the last couple of  years. They
won the Asia Cup in Jakarta last
year and also did very well in the
World Cup,” the ace dragflicker
said. “Malaysia too is a strong con-
tender for the title and they continue
to have one of  the best penalty-
corner attacks. It will undoubt-
edly be a hard-fought tournament.”

ACT is a litmus test for Asiad: Harman 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Antalya, April 18: Star Indian
woman compound archer Jyothi
Surekha Vennam matched the
record qualifying score of  713 points
to top the leaderboard in the sea-
son-opening World Cup Stage 1
here Tuesday.

Powered by Jyothi’s joint world
record score, the Indian women’s
team grabbed the top seedings
ahead of  Mexico, as the two sides
got a first-round bye and will open
their campaign in the quarters.

The 2021 World Championship
silver medallist landed the arrow
on target an incredible 66 times
out of  72 shots to match Sara Lopez’s
world record score that she had
achieved during the 2015 Colombian
National selections.

Having totalled 353 in the first six
rounds, the Telengana archer was
bang on target as she shot 360 out
of  360 en route to smashing a six-
year-old Asian record.

Korean archer So Chaewon held
the previous Asian record quali-
fying score of  709 shot at the 2017
Asian Championship in Dhaka. 

Jyothi matches
world record to
secure top seed 

GREEN, BOWLERS SEAL MI WIN

SEHWAG ASKS CHENNAI SUPER KINGS BOWLERS TO BUCK UP
NEW DELHI: Former India opener Virender Sehwag feels CSK bowlers are repeatedly letting MS Dhoni down and
has urged them to “buck up” to avoid the risk of getting their talismanic skipper “banned”. CSK posted an
imposing 226/6 in their IPL match against RCB Monday, but Dhoni struggled to defend the total with his bowlers
conceding six wides before prevailing over by eight runs. “Dhoni was not looking happy because he has
mentioned it before that he wants the bowlers to reduce the number of no balls and wides,” Sehwag said on
Cricbuzz. “It shouldn’t go to a stage where Dhoni gets banned and CSK has to take the field without their captain.”
He added, “Dhoni has said earlier too to restrict wides and no balls. And to bowl six wides, is really
disappointing.” Seamer Tushar Deshpande conceded three wides to continue his poor run in the IPL, but Sehwag
was livid with their spinner Maheesh Theekshana for bowling wide. “It’s really disappointing when you bowl so
many wides, especially by a spinner. At least they should control their wides. With the kind of knee injury he has,
it appears he might play only a handful of matches more anyway. He is constantly pushing himself, but if his
bowlers are bowling so many wides and no balls, then Dhoni will have to take rest,” Sehwag added. A knee injury
to Ben Stokes means that the English stalwart is unable to bowl. CSK’s attack is also plagued by injuries to
Deepak Chahar, Mukesh Choudhary and Sisanda Mangala. “I’ve been saying from day one Chennai is thin on
bowling. It’s their weak link. They have to focus on their bowling. They have to manage with this, they will have to
bowl better, execute better,” Sehwag said.
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