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Mohapatra elected
WMO vice-president

Bhubaneswar: Director General of
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra was elected Thursday
as one of the vice-presidents of the
World Meteorological Organisation
(WMO). Mohapatra was elected as
the third VP of the WMO receiving
113 votes out of 148. The
development was confirmed by the
WMO which declared the election
results in a tweet. Apart from
Mohapatra, the two others who
were elected as vice-presidents
were Eoin Moran, Director of Met
Eireann from Ireland and Daouda
Konate, Director of Meteorology of
Cote d’lvoire. Mohapatra, also
known as the ‘Cyclone Man’ of
India, has been heading the apex
weather office of the country since
2019. The WMO is the United
Nation’s authoritative voice on
weather, climate, and water.

OJEE results to be
declared today

Bhubaneswar: The results of Odisha
Joint Entrance Examination (OJEE)-
2023 will be announced Friday at
11.00am, an official informed
Thursday. Skill Development and
Technical Education Minister Preeti

}Ranjan Gharai and Principal

}

Secretary Usha Padhi will brief the
press, the OJEE official added.
Candidates can check their results by
visiting the official website of OJEE.
The entrance test was conducted
May 8 to May 15 for admission into
undergraduate courses such as B
Pharm, BCAT and post-graduate
courses like MBA, MCA, M Tech, M
Arch, M Plan, M Pharm and M Sc
Computer Science in various
universities, government colleges
and self-financed institutes in Odisha.

Alcoholic youth
kills dad in Puri

Puri: An inebriated youth in Puri
district allegedly beat his father to
death after the latter objected to
his regular alcohol consumption
and demand for money, police said
Thursday. The incident took place
late Wednesday night in Sanakanti
village under the Pipili police limits.
The deceased has been identified
as Hrushikesh Pradhan (60). Police
have detained accused Madan
Mohan Pradhan (28) and started
investigation into the case. Police
said that the accused beat up his
father Wednesday night after an

argument over money. -
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LEADING FROM FRONT

Actor Priyanka Chopra takes to Twitter to share
a lengthy post over unneces
calls of Hindi movies
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DREAMS IN THEIR EYES: Tiny tots express their happiness Thursday as they enjoy their first day of schoo

Police arrest Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
president Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi from outside
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his residence in Lahore

50,000 GOVT STAFF
STRIKE FOR PAY HIKE

WORKERS DEMAND INCREASE IN PAY GRADE FROM 1,900 TO 34,200

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 1: Demanding
hike in their salaries, over 50,000
government employees under the
banner of Odisha Ministerial
Officers’ Association (OMOA)
launched an indefinite strike at
different districts across the state,
Thursday. The employees said they
will be on mass leave for an indef-
inite period till their demand is
not met.

Sources said that Odisha gov-
ernment employees staged dharna
in front of the offices of the col-
lectors in 30 districts to press for
the demand for increase in their
grade pay from 1,900 to 34,200
as per Level IX under Odisha
Revised Scales of Pay (ORSP)
Rules, 2017. As the employees
went on mass leave, work in many
of the offices in districts was se-
verely affected and the public
deprived off services.

The association had placed its de-
mand before the government in
April this year and the employees
subsequently staged demonstra-
tions by wearing black badges. The
employees had also staged a sym-
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Government employees hold a demonstration in front of the District Collector’s

office in Bolangir town, Thursday

bolic protest till Wednesday in all
the districts for the fulfillment of
their demands. Since it was not
met, the association launched a
state-wide strike by boycotting
work Thursday onwards.

Officials of the association
asserted that the employees will
not cooperate with the government
and resume their work till their
demand is met. Till then the mass
leaves and peaceful protests will con-
tinue, they added.

“We have only one demand and
that is to hike the pay scale from
Level IV to IX. We have been stag-
ing protests for more than 40 days
now. We have submitted memo-

2 GANJAM GIRLS MEET
WATERY GRAVE IN SEA

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, June 1: Two girls
drowned in the Bay of Bengal in
Ganjam district Thursday, police
said. The incident happened at the
Aryapalli beach where five girls
of a family were bathing in the
sea, they said.

As the sea was rough, police pa-
trolling the beach asked the girls
not to venture into the sea, but de-
spite the instructions they went
in, leading to the accident, said
Sudeepta Kumar Sahu, the in-
charge of the Marine police station.

The girls went into deep waters
and were swept away by huge waves.
Hearing their screams, local fish-
ermen rushed to their help. They

rescued four girls while another
went missing. Later her body was
also recovered after a search was
launched by the police and ODRF
personnel. The four girls who were
rescued earlier were rushed to the
Chhatrapur sub-divisional hospi-
tal where doctors pronounced one
of them dead on arrival.

The deceased were identified as
Swapnarani Pandit, a resident of
Kanishi, and Pragyarani Tripathy
of Harikrushnapur. While
Swapnarani was a final-year un-
dergraduate student, Pragnyarani
had appeared in her Class XII board
examinations this year.

The condition of the three other
girls are stated to be stable, offi-
cials informed.
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randums to Collectors, Chief
Secretary and the Chief Minister.
But, the government is yet to take
any action,” said Tripati Balaji
Sahu, president, ‘Odisha Rajaswa
Amala Sangha’.

Similarly, Subhendu Routray,
general secretary of ‘Milita Amala
Sangha’, Bhubaneswar wing, said
the officials are doing all the gov-
ernment work for the people at
grassroots level. However, they are
facing injustice as their demand is
not being looked into.

Due to the protest, many peo-
ple who visited government offices
in various districts for work had to
return empty-handed.

| in Thiruvananthapuram
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Tikait promises to
go to Prez over
wrestlers’ protest

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 1: Farmer leader
Rakesh Tikait said Thursday the
final decision on the issue of
wrestlers’ protests will be taken
at a meeting Friday. The farmers
and the khaps of Haryana have
been extending support to the
wrestlers and what remains to be
decided is the strategy to pursue.
Tikait made it clear that they will
leave no stone unturned. “We will
go to the President of India if need
be... We are with you, you don’t
have to worry,” Tikait said during
ameeting in Muzaffarnagar.

Tikait also explained why the
farmers and khaps are extending
support to wrestlers. “It is good if
the family if ‘big’. You should un-
derstand what the Central gov-
ernment is doing. They broke Lalu
Yadav’s family in Bihar. They did
so with Mulayam Singh Yadav’s
family. The same thing is happen-
ing in Rajasthan. So if the family
is ‘big’, the Centre will find it dif-
ficult to break.

Meanwhile Union Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur said Thursday that
the Centre was sensitively handling
the issue of protesting wrestlers.
He told reporters in Mumbai that the
government has accepted the
wrestlers’ demand for a committee
to probe their allegations and an
investigation is underway.
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Bullet-riddled
body of youth
found in SNP

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, June 1: FThe bullet-rid-
dled body of a 26-year-old tribal
man was found Thursday morning
in Talabandh range of Similpal

National Park (SNP) in Mayurbhanj
district. The incident, a day after
Forest department personnel un-
dertook an operation against poach-
ers, has sparked tension. The de-
ceased has been identified as
Jagannath Hembram of Burudiha
village under Bangriposhi police
station area.

Talabandh range officer
Shailendra Kumar Das said per-
sonnel undertook an operation in
the core area Wednesday night,
during which they encountered
a group of hunters armed with
bows and arrows. In order to dis-
perse them, the Forest depart-
ment personnel fired in the air,
following which the hunters fled
the spot, he said.

Locals, however, alleged that

they were in the forest in search of

amissing buffalo when they were
fired upon. Jagannath’s brother
Kaluram lodged a police complaint,
alleging that his brother was killed
in a ‘fake encounter’ by the Forest
staff, who mistook him for a poacher.
The deceased’s wife also claimed
that he was ‘innocent.

However, Forest department of-
ficials dismissed the allegations
stating that it is ‘baseless’ and ‘proper
probe will reveal the truth’.

NCERT drops chapters on
periodic table, democracy

As these deletions are permanent, scientists and teachers
have expressed concerns about the long-term impact of
omitting these crucial subjects from the syllabus

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 1: The ‘Periodic
Table’, ‘Democracy’, and ‘Sources
of Energy’ chapters will be deleted
from Class X textbooks, officials of
the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT)
said Thursday. Complete chapters
on the subjects now stand deleted
as a part of a ‘rationalisation’
meant to reduce the ‘burden on
students’, the NCERT said.
Earlier in April, the NCERT had
announced the deletion of certain
chapters from the Mughal era from
Class XII history books. The move
to erase Mughal history from syllabus
attracted severe criticism from var-
ious political parties as well as in-
tellectuals. Prior to that, it had also
removed from text books chapters
on Darwin’s Theory of Evolution.
The removal of the Theory of
Evolution from the Class X curricu-
Ium stoked significant concern. Newly
released textbooks by NCERT have re-
vealed further cuts, including a chap-
ter on the ‘Periodic Table’ as well as
various chapters on ‘Democracy’.
The chapters on ‘Democracy’
that have been removed after the lat-
est revision are: ‘Popular Struggles

CHAPTERS DROPPED
FROM CLASS X BOOKS
SUBJECT CHAPTERS
Science CHAPTER 5: Periodic
Classification of
elements
CHAPTER 5: Popular
Struggles and
Democratic | Movements
Politics-1 | CHAPTER 6: Political
Parties
CHAPTER 8: Challenges
to Democracy

and Movement’, ‘Political Parties’
and ‘Challenges to Democracy’. By
removing the topics on democracy
and the ‘Periodic Table’, the NCERT
has once more courted controversy.
However, the NCERT has tried
to defend its action. “Due to Covid-
19, rationalisation of courses was
going on to reduce the burden of
studies on the child. Overlapping
content and irrelevant content are
some of the reasons why these
chapters were dropped from the cur-
riculum,” Minister of State for
Education, Subhas Sarkar has been
quoted as saying by ‘NDTV.com’.

Now brain pacemaker to cure Parkinson’s

B Over 7 million people in
India suffer from the
disease and doctors feel
that surgery can cure them
to a great extent

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 1: Till now one
had heard about pacemakers for
the heart. However, in a first of its
kind of surgery, doctors here have
implanted a pacemaker in the
brain of a woman suffering from
Parkinson’s disease. And the re-
sult has been amazing. Savitri
Devi, 51, who has been suffering
from Parkinson’s disease for the
last nine years, has now got a new

lease of life since the pacemaker
has been implanted inside her
brain to treat the neurological
disorder.

After evaluation of her condition,
doctors at the Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital here suggested deep brain
stimulation (DBS), often described
as a pacemaker for the brain, are
often very useful.

“Deep brain stimulation is a new
surgery where you stimulate par-
ticular areas of the brain. It acts just
like a pacemaker of the brain. In this
case, we planned to stimulate the
subthalamic nucleus of the brain.
The purpose of the surgery is to help
control the disease and improve
the patient’s lifestyle,” said Dr
Shrey Jain, a neurosurgeon with the
hospital, in a statement.

“It is particularly useful in dis-
eases like Parkinson’s, tremors,
dystonia and has been evaluated and
successfully shown positive results
for psychiatric conditions like de-
pression and mania,” Dr Jain added.

Jain explained that in the sur-
gery electrodes are passed bilat-

erally in the deep brain through
two small holes in the skull and
during the surgery, the patient re-
mained conscious. “Her speech, eye
movements, and power of the
limbs were being monitored dur-
ing the surgery and it was being
observed how her symptoms are
improving. During surgery, she
stopped speaking at one point so
electrodes were repositioned and
her speech came back. Devi has im-

proved quite well after the sur- -

gery and is able to lead a normal
life,” he informed.

Over seven million people in
India are suffering from

£

C

Parkinson’s disease and it canbe
debilitating, informed Dr Ajit K—

Sinha, a senior consultant at the
same hospital.
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If you get a chance to dis- ¥
play your presentation skills, -
don't lose it, says Ganesha.
Your eloquence may receive wide acclaim.
Your children too may give you reason to
be proud. Do remember to take time out
for the elderly in your family.

HE TAURUS "
You may feel that you woke ..
up on the wrong side of the iy

bed today, says Ganesha. The

day is filled with a fair share of jittery
moments and lingering worry. Stand firm
and remember that every night has a dawn.
The law of averages will make your evening
more enjoyable. You may discuss certain
intimate issues with your sweetheart for
the betterment of your relationship.

.......................................

H GEMINI

You will meet someone spe-

cial who is here to stay for

good, predicts Ganesha.

Your kind and considerate nature will
benefit others. You need to understand
that it's okay to spend a little on comforts
and entertainment. Be ready for a busy,
yet cheerful, day ahead.

H CANCER

Those around you have
always thought that there is
something different about
you, but could never put their finger on
what exactly it was. You always knew.
You are better than them, and today is
the day to make them realise that. How?
The best course of action is to do your job
in the best possible manner.

.......................................

HLEO

Easy come, easy go — that

is the best way to sum up _,
money. Try holding on to it,

advises Ganesha, as there is a strong pos-
sibility that you shall incur a lot of waste-
ful expenditures today. Always think
twice before you spend your hard-earned
money. Remember the Grasshopper, cau-
tions Ganesha, and learn from the fable, if
not the life philosophies of the famous
rich men of our age.

.......................................

H VIRGO
Sense and sensibilities will ‘4
prevail today as you address X
4

relationships. On the emo-

tional front, you may be unclear and oscil-
late between what you feel and what you
really expected of you. But in the end, you
may well end up following your inner
voice than depend on others. Your intu-
ition is invincibly strong, says Ganesha.

M LIBRA 1
The theatrical you comes to ‘k /I

the fore. Ganesha expects

you to put up a show inall

that you do today, be it a display of devo-
tion to your work, or dedication to your
family. You may give the best in the busi-
ness a run for their money as you prove to
be the perfect choice for all tasks
assigned to you.

l SCORPIO

Signs indicate you may face

unexpected expenses

today. But this spending is

likely to be on family and friends - espe-
cially in entertaining them. But keep track
of every penny. To be on the safer side,
Ganesha advises you not to have any
pockets at all today.

.......................................
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Il SAGITTARIUS

Pack your bags today for a
long business trip, which
will bear rich fruits. Be
ready to pick up important business
pointers and learn your way into your
trade. Ganesha predicts pleasant surpris-
es in store later in the day.

Il CAPRICORN

It's time to party, whether
or not you have no reason
for it. Friends and even
acquaintances will be invited to take part
in the celebrations; you will be all
charged up to have a blast of a day, says
Ganesha. For those engaged in business,

Priyanka breaks
her silenceon

boycott calls

Mumbai: Actress Priyanka Chopra, who has been in the in- |
dustry for two decades, took to Twitter and shared a lengthy !

post over unnecessary boycott calls of movies

The film industry has always been a soft target for politicians |
and militant religious outfits. Several big films have suffered a
lot due to the same, and one such instance was witnessed around
the release SRK-Kajol starrer Dilwale and Bajirao Mastani star-

ring Deepika and Ranveer.

Breaking her silence on the issue, the Citadel actress wrote, “I
can’t help staying silent on this anymore.. It's too sad to see how |
films and actors become political pawns! Bans based on baseless
propaganda.. People think films are just fun and games to make! |
They are made with blood, sweat and tears for entertainment!!
Pls stand by the filmmakers who put in their life’s money and
hard work to make people laugh and smile. Don’t let them be
blackmailed and threatened by holding their films ransom

just before release.”

Priyanka admitted to being aware of the consequence £
of her statement but also added that she can’t keep mum
anymore. “I know I may get into trouble for saying all _a_
thisbut I can’t be a silent witness to character defama- A
tion based on opinions anymore.. That is not what, the |

India I grew up, taught me,

LN

” the actress quoted. Acen-
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Odisha is nation’s cultural
centre; LKA Chairman

%

Bhubaneswar: Lalit Kala
Akademi (LKA) Chairman
V Nagdas Thursday at-
tended the Artists Meet’
here at the Akademi’s
Regional Centre and in-
teracted with several em-
inent artists of the state
over a series of issues.
Speaking to Orissa

during the programme ti-
tled ‘Coffee with Nagdas’,
he said, “Odisha is a cul-
tural hub of the country
and we have several plans
to carry out in the coming
days. We’ll conduct work-
shops for 75 women artists
in the state and have plans
for a special one to be led

by eminent painter Jatin
Das, which will be attended
by many artists in the state.
Additionally, orientation
seminars will be offered
at various art colleges for
curators and critics so that
they can market their
works.”

Nagdas said that the state
government must show
more interest in its artists
and promote their works.

“There isa plan in place
to set up a new gallery in
Bhubaneswar where more
works can be displayed. A
few international artists
will also be invited to the
state to give exposure to

the local artists,” he fur-
ther said.

Odisha Lalit Kala
Akademi secretary
Panchanan Samal, LKA
secretary Rahas Mohanty,
eminent painters Ramahari
Jena, Baladev Moharatha,
Ramakrishna Vedala, ,
Chaita Basu Jena, Aparna
Roy and Satyabhama Majhi
were among the artists who
attended the meet.

An alumnus of Kala
Bhavana, Visva Bharati
University, Shantiniketan,
Nagdas has vast experi-
ence in the field of print-
making, and his works
have been exhibited in
India and abroad. Before
taking charge of Lalit
Kala Akademi, he was the
Head of Graphic
Department at Indira Kala
Sangeet Vishwavidyalaya,
Khairagarh,
Chhattisgarh.

PNN

KIM CATTRALL RETURNS
AS SAMANTHA JONES

Actress Kim Cattrall will reprise her iconic role
as Samantha Jones in the Season 2 finale of
And Just Like That, the revival of Sex and the
City. But she will only appear in one scene.
Cattrall shot her dialogue March 22 without
speaking with the stars of the series.

RYAN GOSLING RESPONDS TO
CRITICS QUESTIONING HIS AGE

Actor Ryan Gosling has the perfect response to
criticism about his casting in the Barbie movie.
Shutting down critics who called him too old to
play Ken in the live-action adaptation of the
Mattel dolls, the actor claims people never

cared about Barbie’s counterpart before.
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Bakul’s storytelling fest this weekend

Bhubaneswar: City-based Bakul
Foundation is organising the Bakul
Festival of Storytelling this week-
end (Saturday and Sunday) here at
the Bakul Library in Satyanagar
to make children sing, dance and
enjoy listening to the best story-
tellers of the city.

Since most of the summer camps
organised by schools and differ-
ent organisations are already over,
and children still have a few weeks
of summer vacation, Bakul de-
cided to organise the event from 4pm

\ to 8 pm on both days. More than 20
[ of the best storytellers from the
City including professional story-
tellers, teachers, students, retired
persons, grandmothers and home-
makers will tell their favourite sto-
\ ries in English, Hindi and Odia, said
\ the organisers.
\ Bakul Foundation, which had
conceptualised and curated
\ BhuFeSto in 2018 and organized
\ it recently in 2023 with BDA as
part of the Dot Fest, has played a
pioneeringrole in bringing back the
popularity of storytelling.

Sujit Mahapatra, the founder of
the Foundation, said, "When we
first curated BhuFeSto, we were
struggling to find Odia storytellers
to match the best international
and national storytellers we had in-
vited to the festival. But now, we
have enough storytellers (more
than 20) to have a Storytelling

Festival only with local storytellers."

Bakul has been organising reg-
ular storytelling sessions at the
Bakul Library since its inception
in 2007. Moreover, during the very
popular online storytelling festivals
during Covid, Storytime @ 9 and
Rabibaar Gapabaar, children
watched the storytelling sessions
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A file photo of storyteller Prachi Tara attending a Bakul event

organised by Bakul often with their
parents and entire families.

During the lockdown, Bakul
had also invited the children,
who were listening to the story-
telling to tell stories and featured
them in the online sessions as
part of a series called Tiny Tellers,
Mighty Tales. PNN

A scene from Ek Dui Teen, an Odia play, enacted on the first evening of Natyadhara at Bhanjakala Mandap, Bhubaneswar, Thursday. Written
by Byomakesh Tripathy and directed by Debadutta Pati, the humorous drama, a sarcastic take on people's insatiable greed, was presented by
the Asim Basu Foundation. Dramatists Balraj Tripathy, Pabitra Mohan Kar, Haren Sahoo and Prasanna Mishra were among the luminaries who
graced the occasion. Four plays—three at Bhanjakala Mandap and one at Rabindra Mandap—Dby different theatre troupes of Odisha are per-

formed every month under Natyadhara, a collaboration of the Culture Department and Odisha Natya Sangh.
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SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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‘Finish Baramunda bus terminal work by July

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 1: Acting on
the instructions of Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, Secretary to CM (5T)
VK Pandian Thursday reviewed
the progress of Baramunda
Interstate Bus Terminal transfor-
mation work and asked the officials
concerned to ensure that the entire
work is completed by July this year.
After visiting the construction
site, Pandian watched a video pres-
entation of the construction work
and held discussions with the of-
ficials concerned. The review re-
vealed that 85 per cent of the proj-
ect has been completed. Further, it
is reported that the civil works
will be completed by the end of
June. Pandian directed the offi-
cials to complete the entire con-
struction work by July this year.
Worth mentioning that
Baramunda bus terminal is

Odisha’s first world-class transit sys-
tem. It has a capacity of 2,000 buses
per day with all modern facilities.
The terminal is being built on an
area of 11 acres at a cost of %180
crore, while there is another 4 acres
of land for future expansion.

It will have a food court, excavator;
elevator, ample car parking facil-
ity, pick-up and drop-off facility
for passengers. Along with this,
there will also be facilities for pre-

GST collection up
by 11.17% in May

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 1: The state
has recorded a gross goods and
services tax (GST) collection of
%4,397.73 crore during May 2023
against the collection of %3,955.75
crore in the corresponding period
of previous year -a growth rate of
11.17 per cent.

The progressive gross GST col-
. lection up to May of the financial
J” year (FY) 2023-24 stands at 79,433.47
crore against a collection of ¥8,865.98
crore up to May of FY 2022-23. The
gross GST collection recorded a
growth rate of 6.40 per cent. Further,
the collection to be retained by the
state consisting of OGST and IGST
settlement has recorded a growth
of 30.28 per cent during May 2023
with collection of %1,675.77 crore
against a collection of ¥1,286.29
crore during May 2022.

The progressive collection to
be retained by the state (OGST +
IGST Settlement) till May 2023
stands at 34,034.94 crore while the
state had collected 2,966.29 crore
Y from the source till May 2022. The

progressive OGST and IGST col-
lection recorded a growth rate of
36.03 per cent.

The collection under all Acts
monitored by the Commissionerate
of Commercial Tax & GST, Odisha
including GST, VAT, entry tax and
professional tax is 32,711.04 crore
during the last month. In May 2022,
the state had collected 32311.78
crore. The entire revenue collection
of the Commercial Tax & GST
wing witnessed a growth rate of
17.27 per cent in May.

During May 2023, 20.40 lakh way-
bills were generated against 17.26
lakh generated during May 2022
recording a growth of 18.19 per
cent reflecting the buoyancy in the
economic sector.

paid auto-rickshaws, taxis, taxi ag-
gregators like Ola, Uber and oth-
ers. The entire terminal will be
powered by solar energy.

It also has Wi-Fi and waste water
treatment system. Aahar Plus cen-
tre will also be set up there for the
convenience of passengers. Steps
will also be taken for relocation of
vendors who have been evicted for
the bus terminal work.

From here, buses will be operated

80% of BJD leaders want E

IN A NUTSHELL

B Baramunda bus terminal is Odisha’s
first world-class transit system

B |t has a capacity of 2,000 buses per
day with all modern facilities

B The terminal is being built on an area
of 11 acres at a cost of T180 crore

B The review revealed that 85 per cent
of the project has been completed

m Civil work will be completed by the
end of June
O
to many important destinations
in the country including
Visakhapatnam, Hyderabad, Raipur;
Ranchi, Kolkata and Bangalore.
Transport commissioner Amitabh
Thakur, BDA vice-chairman Balbant
Singh, BMC commissioner Vijay
Amruta Kulange and Bhubaneswar
DCP Prateek Singh were present
during the review.

SUMMER FEST

Sital Sasthi Mahotsav
organised by Shibanshi
Foundation was inaugurated
at Rabindra Mandap in
Bhubaneswar, Thursday

COVID-19 TRACKER

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

m

YES, GDP FIGURES MAKE ME PROUD.
LJUST DO NOT STOP THE FREE RATION

SCHEME

to jump ship, claims BJP

BJD LEADER AND ENERGY MINISTER PRATAP KESHARI DEB SAYS
SOME SAFFRON PARTY MLAS ARE ALSO IN TOUCH WITH THE BJD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, June 1: The
Opposition Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the state Thursday claimed
that 80 per cent of Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) leaders were in touch with
it to change sides.

Speaking to reporters, BJP’s
state general secretary Prithviraj
Harichandan claimed that these
BJD leaders were disenchanted,
and they want to end the “Ravan
Raj” in Odisha.

“While only one Vibhishan was
required to end Ravana’s empire,
there are hundreds of Vibhishans
waiting as they are fed up with the
ruling BJD,” he claimed, drawing
an analogy with Ramayana.

These BJD leaders are disillu-
sioned with the rampant corrup-
tion, autocratic way of functioning
and misrule in the state,
Harichandan claimed.

India carries out successful
training launch of Agni-1

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 1: India Thursday
carried out a successful training
launch of Agni-1 ballistic missile
that validated all operational and
technical parameters of the strate-
gic weapon.

The Defence ministry said
Strategic Forces Command (SFC)
carried out the missile launch from
APJ Abdul Kalam Island in Odisha.

“A successful training launch
of amedium-range ballistic missile,
Agni-1, was carried out by the
Strategic Forces Command from
APJ Abdul Kalam Island, Odisha,
June 1,” it said in a statement.

“The missile is a proven sys-
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tem capable of striking targets
with a very high degree of preci-
sion. The user training launch suc-
cessfully validated all operational
and technical parameters of the
missile,” it said.

In the last two decades, India
has been focusing on enhancing
its strategic deterrent capability by
developing various ballistic missiles,

CAR FEST AHEAD: Chariot work in full swing at Rath Yard in Puri, Thursday

precision-guided munitions and
related platforms.

India has developed various vari-
ants of the Agni series of missiles.

In December last, India suc-
cessfully test-fired nuclear-ca-
pable ballistic missile Agni-V
that can strike targets at ranges
up to 5,000 km. The Agni1to 4
missiles have ranges from 700
km to 3,500 km and they have
already been deployed.

In April, India successfully car-
ried out the maiden flight trial of
an endo-atmospheric interceptor
missile from a ship off the coast of
Odisha in the Bay of Bengal as
partof its ambitious ballistic mis-
sile defence programme.

OP PHOTO
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They w111 support the BJP as it
is for ‘dharma’, he said.

Earlier this week, BJP state pres-
ident Manmohan Samal had
claimed that about 100 BJD MLAs
were in touch with his party as
they were not satisfied with the
manner in which the government
was being run by bureaucrats.

Prior to that, Union Minister
Bishweswar Tudu and BJP MP

Earlier this week, BJP
state president
Manmohan Samal had
claimed that about 100
BJD MLAs were in touch
with his party as they
were not satisfied with
the manner in which the
govt was being run

Jual Oram had made similar claims.

State Energy Minister PK Deb
said some BJP MLAs are also in
touch with the BJD.

“Some of our MLASs are in touch
with the BJP, and some MLAS of
the BJP are in contact with us. This
is a natural phenomenon nor-
mally seen when elections ap-
proach,” he said.

CP moves court seeking

7-day remand of accused

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 1: The
Commissionerate Police Thursday
sought the court’s permission to
take on remand the prime accused
in the murder case of Sushant
Nayak, alias Kalia, for seven days
to investigate the motive behind the
crime and involvement of any
other persons.

Notably, the prime accused in
the case, Sujit Kumar Nayak, had
surrendered before the SDJM Court
here Wednesday.

Sujit, a native of Saranakula in
Nayagarh, has been staying near
the residence of the deceased in
same slum, GED Basti, of the City.

“The Capital police want to bring

the prime accused Sujit on remand
to interrogate him for further in-
vestigation. We have sought court’s
permission to take Sujit on remand
for seven days for our probe. The
team is continuously searching for
the other absconding accused per-
sons and we are positive that we will
arrest them soon. As per our in-
vestigation, as many as four people
were involved in this brutal mur-
der,” said DCP Prateek Singh.

As per sources, Sujit’s nephew
Vishal had reportedly abused
Sushant’s niece April 15 this year.
Registering a case (no 262/2023)
April 26 on the basis of a com-
plaint lodged by the victim’s mother,
Capital police had launched a probe
into the matter.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 1:
Enforcement Directorate (ED) has
attached assets worth over %11
crore belonging to Pratap Samal,
former deputy manager of Odisha
Police Housing & Welfare
Corporation (OPHWC), and his
family members in connection
with a case registered on the alle-
gations of amassing wealth dis-
proportionate to his known sources
of income.

“ED initiated investigation under
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), 2002 on the basis of
an FIR registered by Vigilance Police
Station, Bhubaneswar under vari-
ous sections of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 against Pratap
Kumar Samal & his wife Sasmita
Samal for accumulating dispro-
portionate assets to the tune of
%14.88 crore (approx.),” ED men-
tioned in a press note released
Thursday. The central agency sleuths
found during the course of inves-
tigation that Samal has acquired
huge properties using the wealth
amassed through corrupt practices.

“Investigation under PMLA re-
vealed that Samal acquired prop-
erties by way of corruption and ac-
quired assets/properties in the name
of his family members, concealed
and possessed them so as to hide their
original source and accordingly
committed offence of money laun-
dering. The said proceeds of crime
have been provisionally attached
under the provisions of PMLA,
2002,” ED further adds.

Various movable as well as im-
movable assets worth 11.35 crore
possessed by Samal, his wife
Sasmita and son Pritam have been
provisionally attached by ED as
per provisions of PMLA.

D attaches 11.35cr of
OPHWC ex-dy manager

B The central agency sleuths
found during the course of
investigation that former
deputy manager of Odisha
Police Housing & Welfare
Corporation Pratap Samal
acquired huge properties
through corrupt practices

B Samal acquired properties
by way of corruption and
acquired assets/properties in
the name of his family
members, concealed and
possessed them so as to hide
their original source and
accordingly committed offence
of money laundering

November 9, 2021, the state
Vigilance sleuths unearthed 27
immovable properties including
two multi-storey buildings and
flats possessed by Samal and his
wife in the Capital city. The couple
had also produced two Odia flicks
including ‘Nari Akhire Nia’ (2003)
and ‘Baazi’ (2001). Samal was one
of the executive producers of

‘Baazi’ while his wife was the pro- ~

ducer for both the movies. Vigilance
sources claimed that its technical
team valued the ill-gotten assets by
Samal at ¥14.88 crore which is
more than 1,000 per cent of his
legal sources of income.

Interestingly, when the sleuths
reached Samal's Nayapalli house,
he made the officials wait outside
his residence for around 45 minutes
and threw away a paper carton
containing %20 lakh to his neigh-
bour’s building. The sleuths seized
¥38.12lakh cash during the search.

Notably, Samal was given com-
pulsory retirement from serv-
ices by the state government
November 18, 2021.

Twitter bans record 25,51, 623 accounts

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 1: Elon Musk-run
Twitter banned a record 25,51,623
accounts in India between March
26 and April 25, for promoting child
sexual exploitation and non-con-
sensual nudity.

The micro-blogging platform,
going through a churning under its
new owner, also took down 2,249 ac-
counts for promoting terrorism
on its platform in the country.

In total, Twitter banned 25,53,881
accounts in the reporting period in
India. Twitter; in its monthly report
in compliance with the new
Information Technology (IT) Rules,
2021, said that it received just 158
complaints from users in India in
the same time-frame through its
grievance redressal mechanisms.

In addition, Twitter processed
four grievances which were ap-
pealing account suspensions.

“We overturned three of these
account suspensions after reviewing
the specifics of the situation. The

POLICY VIOLATIONS

M ost complaints from India were
about abuse/harassment (83),
followed by sensitive adult content
(41), hateful conduct (19), and
defamation (12)

nder the new IT Rules 2021, big

digital and social media
platforms, with more than 5 million
users, have to publish monthly
compliance reports

remaining reported accounts re-
main suspended,” said the com-
pany. “We did not receive any re-
quests related to general questions

about Twitter accounts during this
reporting period,” it added.

Most complaints from India were
about abuse/harassment (83), fol-

lowed by sensitive adult content
(41), hateful conduct (19), and
defamation (12).

Under the new IT Rules 2021,
big digital and social media plat-
forms, with more than 5 million
users, have to publish monthly
compliance reports.

Meanwhile, under Musk, Twitter
recently approved a staggering 83
per cent of government requests to
either restrict or block content
globally, including in India and
Turkey, the media reported.

Since Musk's takeover in October
2022, the micro-blogging platform
received 971 requests from gov-
ernments, according to a report
in El Pais, a Spanish-language daily
newspaper.

When Bloomberg columnist
Matthew Yglesias shared the re-
port on Twitter on Monday, with the
caption “I'm a free speech abso-
lutist”, an angry Musk reacted:

"

S
C

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD
World :68,95,56,779 :66,19,94,757 68,84,659 _~
India 4,49,90,278 4,44,53,908 5,31,867
Odisha 13,36,304  13,26,915 9,204
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“You're such a numbskull. Please——

point out where we had an actual
choice and we will reverse it.”
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downtown

FRUIT FOR HEALTH: People buying black plums (Jamun) from a fruit seller near Jobra Anicut in Cuttack, Thursday
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32,901.52cr disbursed to construction workers

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 1: The state
government has disbursed ¥2,961.52
crore to construction workers under
different welfare schemes, Labour
Minister Sarada Prasad Nayak
said Thursday.

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
reviewed the major activities of
the Labour & ESI department and
fulfillment of the commitments of
the state government in Election
Manifesto, 2019.

Speaking to media persons after
the meeting, Nayak said Odisha
Building & Other Construction
Workers’ Welfare Board has been

. formed for the welfare of con-

J~ struction workers.

During the period from December
15,2008 to April 30,2023, more than
38.40 lakh construction workers
have been registered as beneficiaries
under the board and more than
%2,961.52 crore benefits have been

Fruit distribution
at Capital hosp by
journalists’ forum

POST NEWS NETWORK

%Bhubaneswar, June 1: The aus-
picious 56th birth anniversary of the
spiritual head of Satsang, Param
Pujyapad Sri Sri Acharyadev, was
celebrated in various parts of the
state Thursday. On this occasion,
fruits and biscuits were distrib-
uted to patients at Capital Hospital,
Bhubaneswar on behalf of
Satsangee Journalists’ Forum.

Odisha Construction Workers
Welfare Board Chairperson
Shreemayee Mishra attended the
programme as the chief guest and
distributed firuits to the patients. She
expressed appreciation for the efforts
of the journalists. Odisha Live CEO
and Editor Nilambar Rath attended
the event as the guest of honour
and praised the efforts of forum.
Capital Hospital Superintendent
Lakshmidhar Sahu and Deputy
Superintendent Dhananjaya Das
were present on the occasion among
other senior officials.

Senior journalists Bhagbat
Tripathi, Dolgobinda Panda, Srikant
Sahu, Birbhadra Biswal , Prakash
Chandra Sethi and Rudnarayan
Jena along with Sudheer Kumar
Jena, Dhaneshwar Moharana,
Nilakantha Sahu, Pradeep Kumar
Dehuri, Shatrujit Mohanty,
Bhrugunarayan Maharana, Deepak
Kumar Parida and Sudharani
Mohanty contributed in organis-
ing the event. Senior journalist and
Saha-Prati-Ritwik of Satsang,
Dhrutikam Mohanty co-ordinated
the programme.

Labour Minister Sarada Prasad Nayak addressing the media in City, Thursday

disbursed under different welfare
schemes, out of ¥3,661.14 crore cess
collected, he said.

To extend timely assistance to
Odia migrant workers in destina-
tion states, Special Migrant Labour
help desks have been opened in
the state of Telengana, Andhra
Pradesh,New Delhi and Surat.

Apart from this, 1, 07,330 mi-
grant construction workers have
been registered under the board as

beneficiaries, the Minister said.
Similarly, in order to cover the
unorganised workers of the state
under social security protection,
Odisha Unorganised Workers’
Social Security (OUWSS) Board
has been constituted and more
than 3.65 lakh unorganised work-
ers have been registered so far.
Special financial assistance of
1,500 per beneficiary distributed
under Nirman Shramik Kalyan

i g 2000

Yojana to all active registered con-
struction workers in two phases dur-
ing Covid-19 pandemic.

In thefirst phase, Nayak said, an
amount of ¥278.05 crore disbursed
to 18.53 lakh active construction
workers at their door steps through
field level functionaries of the
blocks and Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs).

Similarly, during the 2nd phase,
an amount of 310.91 crore was
disbursed to 20.72 lakh active con-
struction workers of the state in
DBT mode, he added.

The state government has been
providing health care services to
more than 7.411akh Insured Persons
and their family members under
ESI services through a network of
41 ESI dispensaries and 4 ESI hos-
pitals in Odisha. Furthermore, 4
new hospitals have been approved
at Paradip, Balasore, Jharsuguda
and Duburi and 12 new dispen-
saries are under construction.
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IN SUPPORT OF WRESTLERS: Members of various trade union organisations, as part of a nation-wide protest,

demonstrating at Master Canteen in Bhubaneswar opposing police action against the wrestlers, Thursday
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39 crore cheating case

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, June 1: The
Economic Offences Wing (EOW)
of Odisha Police has arrested Saroj
Kumar Panda, one of the direc-
tors of Odyssa Homes &
Commercials Pvt Ltd, in a%9 crore
cheating case.

Panda was arrested from Jeypore,
Koraput, and brought to
Bhubaneswar. The arrest was made
in connection with a case ( 9/23)
lodged against directors Odyssa
Homes & Commercials Pvt Ltd for
misappropriation of crores of ru-
pees by fraudulent means in pro-
viding commercial units at Ashok
Nagar, Bhubaneswar, EOW offi-
cials said.

There are five landowners who
entered into agreement and reg-
istered power of attorney with
Maa Basudha Homes' Kharvel
Nagar, Bhubaneswar represented
by its proprietor Snigdha Pradhan
for development and construction
of commercial complex in 2012 on
cost sharing basis.

Subsequently, Maa Basudha
Homes made a collaboration agree-
ment with the real estate company
to develop, construct, market and
to accept the booking amounts for
sale of commercial units excluding
the share of land owners.

During the period 2013-20, the
real-estate firm represented by its
directors accepted the deposits to

[2
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The EOW found that the company, :
Odyssa Homes & Commercials :
Private Ltd, has made multiple :

transactions in respect of most of :

the commercial units :

The company also deceived the
five land owners in giving the
commercial units of their share and
rather received the booking
amount against their share of units

the tune of %9 crore from differ-
ent perspective buyers for the sale
of 129 commercial units of Basudha
Homes Project but failed to hand
over the units till date and also did
not return the booking amounts,
the officials said.

The EOW found that the com-
pany has made multiple transac-
tions in respect of most of the com-
mercial units. Again, without
Bhubaneswar Development
Authority (BDA) approval, the com-
pany constructed the third floor
in the said complex and also re-
ceived booking amounts from dif-
ferent customers to provide the
commercial units in that floor.

The company also deceived the

JSW, MoEF organise meet
to promote ‘Mission LiFE’

POST NEWS NETWORK

Barbil, June 1:In a bid to support
government of India’s ‘Mission
LiFE’ drive, JSW Steel and Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF & CC) of
India organised a meet at Barbil
Wednesday.

Deputy Director General of
Forests, MoEF& CC, Integrated
Regional Office, Bhubaneswar AT
Mishra was the speaker at the event.

Addressing the employees,
Mishra said, “A small changes in
environmental conscious lifestyle
can minimize global warm-
ing.Under Mission Life, we need
to follow seven steps— save en-
ergy, save water, say no to single
use plastic, adopt sustainable food
system, reduce waste, adopt
healthy lifestyle and reduce e-
waste to minimize the global

=

warming for better future.”

Mishra invited all employees to
practice sustainable lifestyle and
contribute in healing the earth.

CSR team of JSW Foundation
elaborated the initiatives that have
been taken for the conservation
of energy. The company promised
to practice sustainable activities for
the environment.

Mission LiFE is an India-led
global mass movement to nudge in-
dividual and community action
to protect and preserve the envi-
ronment. Mission LiFE follows
the P3 model, which stands for
Pro Planet People, focusing on a
lifestyle of the planet, for the planet,
and by the planet. It advocates for
acircular economy, where the con-
cept of reduce, reuse and recycle
is crucial to balance development,
economic growth, and
sustainability.

five land owners in giving the com-
mercial units of their share and
rather received the booking amount
against their share of units also,
they said.

Earlier, two directors Manoj
Kumar Panda and Aurobinda
Santara of Odyssa Homes &
Commercials Pvt Ltd were arrested
for cheating 320 crore in their
Ganapati Homes Project to pro-
vide flats to different investors.

Accused Saroj Kumar Panda
was involved in both the cases and
remained absconding to evade the
police arrest.

There are 10 more cases pending
against the firm and its directors
at different police stations.

CP seeks help of

UP, Delhi police

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 1: The City

P

police are in contact with the Delhi ™~

Crime Branch and the Uttar Pradesh
police to obtain further details
about the members of Bawariya
gang involved in a series of crim-
inal incidents in City. The special
squad of Commissionerate Police
had arrested four members of the
dreaded gang May 22.

The accused persons, Pradeep
Kumar, Vikash, Rabi kumar and
Babu Ram, who belong to Jhinjhana
region of Shamli district in Uttar
Pradesh, are currently lodged here
in the Special Jail at Jharpada.

The CP has also dug out signif-
icant information about involve-

ment of the prime accused, Pradeep -

and Rabi Kumar; in several crimes
across Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Bangalore, Haryana
and Hyderabad.

“We have sought help of our
counterparts in these states to
gather further evidence against
the accused,” said a police official.

The bike-borne robbers, who
were active in Balasore, Bhadrak,
Cuttack, Bhubaneswar, and Puri,
mostly targeted women in the wee
hours going for morning walk or
to pluck flowers.

INTERNATIONAL SEX WORKERS’ DAY

Endless agony, tears under the veneer of makeup

PATIT MANDAL, OP

isa (name changed) came to
LBhubaneswar with the help

of a friend searching for a
stable job. But she resorted to the
flesh trade after failing to secure any
legitimate source of income in the
City.

But that’s not the only path that
leads people into sex work, as Lisa
says one of her friends was traf-
ficked into the trade.

From distance, the lives of these
workers may seem glamorous, but
beneath those layers of glamour and
flamboyance, there are people liv-
ing through a ton of hardships.

On International Sex Workers’
Day, OrissaPOST takes alook at the
hardships faced by these workers
and what steps are being taken to
address them.

Apart from the psychological

trauma that comes as a by-product
with the trade, Lisa elaborates
about how she has been harassed
almost at every step of her life as
a consequence.

“I was in a relationship with
someone who knew what I do for
aliving. He often used to get drunk,
beat me up and extort money. Worse,
he used to force me to get physical
with his friends. However, help

was not forthcoming given my
identity as a sex worker,” she says.

Approaching police is often an
exercise in futility as their behav-
iour remains hostile, she adds,
mentioning that the police often
force these workers to get physical
with them.

However, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP) Prateek Singh had
adifferent take on the issue. Singh

. DCP Prateek Singh
explained that law being equal for
everybody irrespective of their
profession, police are careful while
dealing with sex workers.

“We conduct regular training
to sensitise our officers regard-
ing their responsibility towards
vulnerable groups and commu-
nicate each direction coming
from higher offices to our per-
sonnel,” he said speaking about

the steps taken by the police to
ensure fair treatment of these
workers.

He added that the police always
take prompt action after receiving
reports about human trafficking
in the context of sex trade. “The
City cops rescued five trafficked
women and arrested six persons
involved in their trafficking in
2022-23,” he informed.

Besides, Singh assured, action
will be taken if reports are filed
in connection with harassment
by the police. When the system
fails, and when leaving the trade
means losing livelihood, workers
like Lisa seek external support to
find some balance in life.

This is where NGOs like Odisha
Patita Udhara Samiti (OPUS) come
in. OPUS, for example, has im-
plemented many targeted inter-
vention programmes for the up-

liftment of sex workers.

Listing their initiatives, OPUS
Secretary Abharani Choudhury
says, “We provide free condoms,
regular counselling and organ-
ise health camps to sensitise the
workers regarding sexually trans-
mitted diseases.”

Besides, we ensure HIV-infected
women to get anti-retroviral ther-
apy to suppress viral replication,
she adds. However access to health-
care doesn’t solve all the miseries
of Lisa and many like her.

Choudhury recommends that
ITPA protective homes (short-stay
homes where rescued sex workers
are kept) should be functional in
state as per Supreme Court guide-
lines. “The workers who want to
quit the trade should get proper re-
habilitation from the government
along with access to education for
their children,” she adds.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-9090071530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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}Devpt proiects face resistance
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, June 1: The state gov-
ernment’s recent move to acquire
land for three mega projects — a
steel plant, riverine port and coastal
highway - has come in for sharp
criticisms and resistance from lo-
cals as well as environmentalists.

According to sources, the gov-
ernment has launched land ac-
quisition process for establish-
ment of a steel plant by
ArcelorMittal, in partnership with
Nippon Steel of Japan, in
Mahakalpara block of the district.

Plans are also afoot for estab-
lishment of state’s first riverine
port project at Akhadasali under
Mahakalpara block.

Moreover, a 49-km long coastal
highway will be constructed in the
district under Centre sponsored
Bharatmala Pariyojana.

However, land acquisition for
these three projects has evoked
sharp reactions and protests from
the residents and environmental-
ists as well. The resistance is com-
ing mostly from people residing
in forest lands for long. They have
been demanding land pattas.

Similarly, fishermen fearing loss
of livelihood and environmental-
ists apprehending ecological degra-
dation in Bhitarkanika National
. Park, adjoining rivers and water
7~ bodies have been mulling for agi-
tations.

It is apprehended that rare Olive
Ridley turtles that visit Gahirmatha

2 missing, 5 injured as
hailstorm wreaks havoc

Malkangiri: At least two persons
went missing and five others were
injured as strong winds
accompanied by rain and thunder
wreaked havoc in Malkangiri district
Thursday evening, officials said. The
strong winds, which lasted for
about 15 minutes, left a trail of
devastation in the district, they said.
7~ A fisherman and a woman went
missing in Satiguda dam after their
boats capsized due to the winds.
They were identified as Govind
Sardar and Tulasi Madhi of Bhima
Rangini village in the district, police
said. Personnel of the fire services
and ODRAF were searching for them
in the reservoir. Five labourers were
injured as the portion of an under-
construction boundary wall of an
airstrip collapsed, police said.
Several kutcha houses were
damaged, trees were uprooted and
electric wires snapped in different
parts of the district, an official said.
District Collector Vishal Singh said
fire services and ODRAF personnel
have been asked to expedite the
rescue and relief operation.

Brown sugar seized,
one arrested

Baripada: Excise sleuths of
Mayurbhanj district Thursday
arrested a peddler and seized 29
gram brown sugar worth Rs
2,90,000 from his possession. The
accused was identified as
Chandrashekhar Patra, 27, son of
Kalicharan Patra of ward no-17 in
Baripada Municipality area.
Mayurbhanj excise superintendent
Prashanta Kumar Kanhar informed
Biswajit Dash, the inspector of
Baripada excise department, about
peddling of brown sugar in the
area and directed him to

conduct a raid.
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IT IS FEARED THAT THE
PROPOSED STEEL PLANT AND
COASTAL HIGHWAY PROJECT

WILL LEAD TO LOSS OF

BIODIVERSITY IN
BHITARKANIKA NATIONAL PARK
AND LOSS OF LIVELIHOOD FOR

THE FISHERMEN

ENVIRONMENTALISTS ARE OF
THE VIEW THAT OLIVE RIDLEY
WILL STOP COMING TO
GAHIRMATHA AFTER BEING
DETERRED BY THE BRIGHT
LIGHTS OF SCORES OF
VEHICLES THAT WOULD TRAVEL
ON THE HIGHWAY

marine sanctuary every year for
mass nesting and breeding might
stop coming to the area once the
projects is implemented. It is also
apprehended that these projects
will speed up the coastal erosion
which might spell havoc for the
district.

Environmentalist Prabhu Prasad
Mohapatra said that 49-km stretch
of the coastline in the district will
be included in the coastal high-
way project like other coastal dis-
tricts. The highway that will pass
through Jambu forest, Gahirmatha
forest range and Satabhaya inside
Bhitarkanika National Park will
connect Dhamra in Bhadrak dis-
trict. The project will also have
bridge over some of the rivers and
nullahs, he said.

The coastal highway project will
connect the ports on Odisha coast

and boost tourism and social de-
velopment. However, the proposed
steel plant and coastal highway
project will lead to loss of biodi-
versity and natural environment
in Bhitarkanika National Park and
loss of livelihood for the fisher-
men, he added.

Similarly, green activist
Prabhakar Samal said that
Bhitarkanika, which is spread over
672 sq km of area, was declared a
wildlife sanctuary in 1975 while
145 sq km of its area was pro-
nounced a national park in 1998. The
area has also been designated as a
Ramsar site in 2002.

The wetland, wildlife and rich bio-
diversity always attract nature
lovers. The natural environment,
flora & fauna, marine creatures
and mangrove forests which act
as a shield against natural calami-
ties will be destroyed, he added.

Nature lover and Prakruti
Bandhu awardee Aniruddh Rout
said that Olive Ridley will stop
coming to Gahirmatha after being
deterred by the bright lights of
scores of vehicles that would travel
on the highway. He said that this
has been observed in the past too.

Earlier; the turtles used to lay eggs
on the 25-km stretch of coastline
from Mangala river to Harchandi
river mouth in Bay of Bengal near
Brahmagiri in Puri district.
However, the sea creatures have
stopped visiting the place after
2014.

Gayadhar Dhal, district presi-
dent of Odisha Krushak Sabha,
Kendrapara said residents of 20
villages have been residing on for-
est land for the last 70 years. Penalty
is collected from them in Form-K
and receipt is handed over to them
for encroaching on forest land.

He said that the government is
acquiring land for the projects but
the residents should be given land
pattas before acquiring their land.
The land patta will help them get
compensation for which a memo-
randum has been submitted to the
district administration. He warned
that they would take to the streets
if the administration tries to evict
them from forest land.
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OPEN LIBRARY: A girl student arranges book in an open library which was unveiled in the garden of Fakir Mohan University, Balasore in the presence of
Vice-Chancellor Santosh Kumar Tripathy, students and staff, Thursday
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96% of track doubling work completed

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 1: More than
96 per cent of the construction
work for super critical doubling
of Talcher-Sambalpur line has
been completed so far.

East Coast Railway (ECoR)
sources here said the construction
work is in full swing and would be
completed soon.

A 9-km stretch between
Maneswar and Sambalpur City
stations has been completed and
commissioned Tuesday for both
goods and passenger traffic.

AM Chowdhary, Commissioner
of Railway Safety, South Eastern
circle inspected the doubling and
electrification work between
Sambalpur City and Maneswar in

Lokayukta notice on scam in Sadha GP

POST NEWS NETWORK

Hatadihi, June 1: A three-mem-
ber bench of the state Lokayukta
has directed 10 government offi-
cials including a public represen-
tative to file their replies over al-
leged financial irregularities in
various developmental works in
Sadha gram panchayat (GP) of
Hatadihi block in Keonjhar dis-
trict.

The Lokayukta had issued notice
to Keonjhar Collector and Hatadihi
BDO over a case (LY 613/2021), filed
before it April 5, 2022. The BDO
and the Collector had filed their
replies, June 6, 2022. Later,
Lokayukta directed for a probe
into the irregularities September
26,2022 which was submitted before
it May 2, 2023.

On the basis of the preliminary
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findings, a three-member bench
of the state Lokayukta has issued
notices to 10 government officials
and a public representative to file
their replies. The notices have been
issued to the concerned officials
which include former BDOs Susant
Barik, Jaydev Das and Anand
Chandra Sethy, three former as-
sistant executive engineers
Ninindra Nath Nayak, Sushil Seth,
Ashis Banerjee, two engineers
Prafulla Behera, Jyoti Ranjan
Samantray, former PEO

Dambarudhar Pattnaik, former
sarpanch Jayanti Samal.

Meanwhile, former assistant en-
gineer Ninindra Nath Nayak was
killed in a road mishap May 9, 2023
before the Lokayukta could serve
its notice on them. The Lokayukta
has also issued notice to the prin-
cipal secretary of state Panchayati
Raj department and sought his
opinion.

When contacted, former engi-
neers Prafulla Behera, Jyoti Ranjan
Samantray, former sarpanch
Jayanti Samal, former PEO
Dambarudhar Pattnaik and for-
mer BDO Ananda Chandra Sethy
said that they are yet to receive
the notice and will file their reply
after receiving the same. They
ruled out any irregularities in de-
velopmental works being under-
taken in the panchayat.

YOGA FOR HEALTH: Jawans of Central Reserve Police Force perform Yogasans on the park premises of Sahid Ranjan

Dash memorial at Khandahata village under Sadar block in Bargarh district, Thursday
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TALCHER-SAMBALPUR
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Sambalpur Division Tuesday.
Chowdhary inspected safety-re-

lated aspects like overhead equip-

ment, bridges, signal & telecom-

munication equipment, railway
track, manned level crossing and
also conducted a speed trial be-
tween Sambalpur City and
Maneswar stations.

General Manager Manoj Sharma
advised the officials concerned to
coordinate with stakeholders in-
cluding state government officials
for early completion of the projects.

Talcher and Sambalpur dou-
bling work will boost the economy
of theregion and will provide has-
sle-free train operations between
vital rail line connecting Western
Odisha with coastal Odisha.

Doubling Work in Talcher-
Sambalpur Super Critical (168.21
km) project was included in 2011-
12 and the final sanction was
given in 2018.

Works between Sambalpur City
and Maneswar stations, a stretch
of 9 km, was completed and com-
missioned.

This is a super critical and im-
portant coal route between Talcher
and Brajarajnagar.

With this, a total of 162.212 km
doubling work has been commis-
sioned in a phased manner which
is 96.38 per cent of total length of
the project.

The remaining 6 km of this proj-
ect between Sambalpur City and
Sambalpur stations has been tar-
geted to be completed in next cou-
ple of months.

About Rs 1,377 crore which is™

about 90 per cent of the antici-
pated project cost of Rs 1,539.28
crore has already been spent.

Gandhiji’s statue unveiled in
Kendrapara’s Dhumat village

During the 1934 padayatra, Gandhi had spent five days in Kendrapara
district and toured different places accompanied by freedom fighters

PNN & AGENCIES

Kendrapara, June 1: A statue of
Mahatma Gandhi was unveiled at
Dhumat village in Kendrapara dis-
trict where the Father of the Nation
stayed during his padayatra in
1934.

Kendrapara MLA and former
minister Shashi Bhusan Behera
unveiled the statue Tuesday night
on the occasion of the 89th an-
niversary of Gandhiji's visit to
Dhumat May 30, 1934.

To remind people of the signif-
icance of the 1934 padayatra and
highlight the Mahatma'’s role in
the freedom struggle, the gram
panchayat of Indupur has built
the fibre statue.

People from various walks of
life paid rich tribute to the Father
of the Nation who stayed in Dhumat
village May 30, 1934, during the
march. The meeting was organ-
ised by the district freedom fight-
ers’ association and the district
administration.

Mahatma Gandhi took a bath
while sitting on a stone at Dhumat
village during his padayatra. Some
villagers carried water from the
nearby river in buckets and
Gandhiji took a bath while sitting
on the stone at Dhumat.

This stone is preserved in the
place where Mahatma took a bath.
A pedestal and the half-bust statues

of Gandhiji and Utkalmani
Gopabandhu Das were built near
the bathing stone of Bapuji.

“We are lucky that the Father of
the Nation had visited our riverside
nondescript village. People here
worship the bathing stone (Gandhi
Sila) and the pedestal,” said
Biranchi Narayan Jagdev, a re-
tired physician of Dhumat.

“The padayatra by Gandhiji was
one of the most important events
in the country's freedom struggle.
Gandhi also allowed Dalits to enter
the temples in some villages dur-
ing his long walk in Odisha in
1934,” said Bhajakrushna Rout, a
retired school teacher of the district
in the meeting.

During 1934 padayatra, Gandhi
had spent five days in Kendrapara

district and toured different places.
Among those who had accompanied
Gandhi were Meera Behn,
Gopabandhu Choudhury,
Rajkrushna Bose, Rama Devi, a
German youth K Kuto, Uma Bajaj,
Binod Kanungo, Surendranath
Pattnayak, Manmohan Choudhury;
Jadumani Mangaraj and many
others, said Basudev Das a re-
searcher of Kendrapara.
Villagers of Dhumat, Indupur
and nearby areas took a plunge
into the freedom struggle in re-
sponse to a call given by Gandhi
after his visit to their villages.
Inmemory of Mahatma Gandhi,
athatched Ashram was also built in
1938. But in the October 1999 Super
Cyclone, the Ashram had been com-
pletely damaged, added Das.
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Tribals to perform ‘Chhera Panhara’ at Sabara Srikhetra
Only women

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput, June 1: The tribals here
will perform the ‘Chhera Panhara’
rituals on the three chariots at the
Rath Yatra festival of Sabara
Srikhetra in Koraput, a report said.
Moreover, only women will be
allowed to pull the chariot of Devi
Subhadra during the festival as
Sabara Srikhetra of Koraput will be
holding its 51st Rath Yatra this year.
The matter came to the fore at a
preparatory meeting for the 51st
Rath Yatra celebrations held at
Sadbhavana conference hall of the
} Collectorate, Wednesday. Additional
District Magistrate (ADM) Rameswar
Pradhan presided in the meeting.
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will be
allowed to pull
the chariot of
Devi Subhadra
during the
51st year of
Rath Yatra at
Koraput

In the meeting, it was decided
that only women and girls will be
allowed to pull the chariot of Devi

Subhadra during the festival. In
order to have an inclusive approach
towards all sections of society, a

tribal Dasi Nayak of Rangabali
Kumbha village will conduct the
Chhera Panhara rituals on the char-
iots of Lord Jagannath. Local trib-
als will also conduct the Chhera
Panhara rituals on the chariots of
Devi Subhadra and Lord Balabhadra
during the festival.

Moreover, the Deba Snana Purnima
of the Trinity will be held at Sabar
Srikhetra June 4, Netrotsav and Naba
Jaubana Darshan June 19 and Rath
Yatra June 20 on the basis of tradi-
tional rituals. All steps are being
taken to maintain law and order dur-
ing the festival, the ADM said.

Attending the meeting, Jeypore
MLA Tara Prasad Bahinipati urged
the temple management committee

to lay stress on the quality of
‘Mahaprasad’ during the nine-day-long
festival. He also stressed on mainte-
nance of proper sanitation and clean-
liness on Badadanda and Gundicha
temple during the Rath Yatra.

Apart from the Jeypore MLA,
temple management committee
secretary Jagabandhu Samal,
Koraput Municipality chairman
Lalat Ranjan Sethi, sub-collector
Benudhar Sabar, DIPRO Swaraj
Sisha, project director Arun Kumar
Das of district water shed mis-
sion, SDPO Manoj Kumar Pujari,
Koraput Town IIC Dhiren Pattnaik,
all members of the temple com-
mittee and mediapersons attended
the meeting.

JATNI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, JATNI

P.O.: Jatni - 752050, Dist.: Khordha, Odisha
QUOTATION CALL NOTICE

No. 2591 Dt.25.05.2023|
No. C-473:; Sealed quotations are invited from Registered Firms/
Agency/WSHG/ALF/CLF and Event Management Group for
supply of following materials as per the specification on hire basis
for organising of different function like LFS Day, Republic Day,
Independence Day and celebration of any Municipal function andh
any requirement as and whenever need to this office. The bidders
should submit the bid paper along with rate per piece/per day
in item wise in the prescribed proforma along with IT return and|
GST Certificate to the undersigned on or before 6th June 2023 by

12.30 P.M. and the same will be opened at 1 P.M. in the presence|

of tender committee member. The bidder may remit a sum of|
Rs.5000/- towards EMD in the shape of B.D. or Municipal money
receipt in favour of Jatni Municipality. The authority reserves the
rights for cancellation of quotation call notice at any time without
any reason thereof.

For more details visit the official website of Jatni Municipality i.e.

Sd./- Executive Officer, Jatni Municipality
OIPR-13041/11/0012/2324]

fm

www.jatnimunicipality.in. —
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b ‘ A thought is an arrow shot at the truth; it
can hit a point, but not cover the whole
target. But the archer is too well satisfied

with his success to ask anything farther.
SRI AUROBINDO

FOCUS INDO-US TIES

TO BE, OR NOT TO BE

o e current India-America That said, geopolitics is not a con-

relations reflect Hamlet’s stant but an ever-changing process.

Governlng the Unkno VV n dilemma as expressed in India-American relations have
his soliloquy in Act 3, not been friendly in the past but

ise new ways to cope with it. As a result, societies are becoming po-
larised, inequality is rising, and authoritarian regimes and corpora-
tions are doctoring reality and undermining democracy.

For ordinary people, there is ample reason to be “a little bit scared,” as
OpenAl CEO Sam Altman recently put it. Major advances in artificial in-
telligence raise concerns about education, work, warfare, and other risks
that could destabilise civilisation long before climate change does. To his credit,
Altman is urging lawmakers to regulate his industry.

In confronting this challenge, we must keep two concerns in mind. The
first is the need for speed. If we take too long, we may find ourselves clos-
ing the barn door after the horse has bolted. That is what happened with the

chnology is changing the world faster than policymakers can de-
l v

Scene 1 of the legendary drama
conceived by William Shakespeare.
To quote: “To be, or not to be -
that is the question; whether it is
nobler in the mind to suffer...or to
take arms against a sea of trou-
bles.” This is close to India’s case
vis-a-vis the Unites States. New
Delhi appears to be in a continual
dilemma of suffering the ‘historic
relations’ with Russia, which is
engaged in a mortal battle with
Ukraine that disrupts the world

While US rivalry with China may

> s |

theoretically

coming critically close in recent
past. Indian leadership is also
partly to blame for not warming
up toalarge democracy and a su-
perpower. It is Americans who of-
fered the permanent membership
of the Security Council to India but
the then Indian Prime Minister
Nehru decided to forgo it in favour
of China.

Democracies provide an op-
portunity to change policies within
and across countries whereas au-

e s DK Giri gy ndseiryorentine enhance India's geopolitcalvalue, it does ot istend obehinsiatie
timate goal of nuclear disarmament might have been achievable. China which is breathing down de-risk India in relation to China... Sino-American India, the largest democracy, has

The other concern involves deep uncertainty. This is such a new world that GEOPOLITICS India’s neck. The choice is be- hostility should lend dividends to India mainl turned in the past for friendship
even those working on AI do not know where their inventions will ulti- | S NOT A coming more urgent after the bat- y . . y with autocracies like China and the
mately take us. A law enacted with the best intentions can still backfire. When tle lines became sharper between th roug h a new secu r|ty scenario and USSR. Democracies also give room
America’s founders drafted the Second Amendment conferring the “right CONSTANT the US and the West on the one diversification of trade from China to India for lobbying and creating new dis-
to keep and bear arms,” they could not have BUT AN hand and China and Russia on courses. It is said that in a democ-
known how firearms technology would change the other in the recent G-7 Summit. racy every point, good or bad, has
in the future, thereby changing the very mean- EVER-CHANGING Russian Foreign Minister Sergey . . a counter-point. They also pro-
ing of the word “arms.” Nor did they foresee Lavrov slammed the G-7 for in- On the other hand, China and  be detrimental tothe worldaswell mote competitive and collective
how their descendants would fail to realise PROCESS dulging in their “own greatness Russia are increasingly coming asIndia. Onthesecond one, thejury  wisdom. If not anything, only for

this even after seeing the change.

But uncertainty does not justify fatalism.
Policymakers can still effectively govern the
unknown as long as they keep certain broad
considerations in mind. For example, one idea
that came up during a recent Senate hearing
was to create a licensing system whereby only
select corporations would be permitted to
work on Al

This approach comes with some obvious
risks of its own. Licensing can often be a step
toward cronyism, so we would also need new

...

Kaushik Basu

Major advances in

with an agenda that purported to
deter Russia and China.” Likewise,
the Chinese Foreign Ministry ac-
cused G-7leaders of hindering in-
ternational peace and said that
“the Group needed to reflect on
its behaviour.”

From these reactions it is ev-
ident that Russia and China see
America and its allies as their
enemy. It goes without saying
that Washington and Beijing are

closer. Remember the “no-limits
partnership” set-up on 4 February
2022. President Xi Jinping was
hosting his counterpart, Vladmir
Putin, at the opening of the
Olympic Games in Beijing. The
two leaders, in a joint statement,
declared their partnership was
greater than a traditional alliance
and their friendship would know
“no limits.” Twenty days later
Russia invaded Ukraine.

is still out whether a weakened
or dismembered China which
America and its allies would want
would be catastrophic for the world
including India. More so, when
China is posing a systemic threat
to the rules-based world order as
many European countries have
openly expressed.

It is true that Russia has been
a dependent ally of India since
1971 Bangladesh War and

this reason that America and India,
two democracies, need to become
partners. This shared interest and
culture puts China as a common
threat. Let us admit that India has
made all efforts in the past and
currently to make peace with
China, but Beijing has betrayed
New Delhi time and again.

Our submission is that India’s
stand should be clear and trans-
parent on human rights, democ-

laws to deter politicians from abusing the sys- artificial in a fierce competition for world Inview of theabove, NewDelhi ~America has been either hege- racy, and rules-based world order
tem. Moreover, slowing your country’s Al de- intell igence raise supremacy and jostling for in- mustre-think its Americanpolicy  monic or unsteady in its deal- while talking about Chinese and
velopment with additional checks does not fluences across countries. Inthis, ~While USrivalry with Chinamay ing with India and in fact quite = Russian actions. America needs to
mean that others will adopt similar meas- concerns abOUt there are three elements of US theoretically enhance India’sgeopo-  a few other countries. The US  demonstrate its commitment to
ures. In the worst case, you may find yourself ed ucation, WOFk, strategy on China one could de- litical value, it does not de-risk ~ with all its military and eco- long-term partnership with coun-

facing adversaries wielding precisely the kind
of malevolent tools that you eschewed. That
is why Al is best regulated multilaterally, even
if that is a tall order in today’s world.

Another big concern is labour. Just as past
7~ technological advances reduced demand for
manual labour, new applications like ChatGPT
may reduce demand for a lot of white-collar
labour. But this prospect need not be so wor-
rying. If we can distribute the wealth and in-
come generated by Al equitably across the
population, eliminating plenty of work would not be a problem. Far from
being diminished by not working, feudal lords were aggrandised by their leisure.

The problem, of course, is that most people do not know how to use free
time. Pensioners often become anxious because they do not know what to
do with themselves. Now, imagine that happening on a massive scale across
younger cohorts. If left unchecked, crime, conflict, and perhaps extremism
would become more likely. Averting such outcomes would require modify-
ing our education systems to prepare people for the leisure force. As in ear-
lier eras, education would mean learning how to enjoy the arts, hobbies, read-
ing, and thinking.

A final major concern involves media and the truth. In How to Stand Up
to a Dictator, the Nobel laureate journalist Maria Ressa laments that social
 media has become a powerful tool for promoting fake news. As Amal Clooney
points out in her foreword to the book, autocratic leaders can now rely on
“an army of bots” to create the impression that “there is only one side to
every story.”

This is a bigger challenge than most people realise. It will not go away even
if we pass laws prohibiting automated disinformation. As Amartya Sen pointed
out more than 40 years ago, all description entails choice. Reality is so com-
plex that we cannot possibly represent it without making decisions about
what to include and what to omit. In a world that is drowning in informa-
tion, savvy influencers do not need to make up news; they can simply be bi-
ased in what they choose to report. News outlets can influence voters’ opin-
ions in ways both subtle and flagrant. Just compare the images of Donald

warfare, and other
risks that could
destabilise
civilisation long
before climate
change does

cipher. One is to re-establish US
hegemony by cutting off China
technologically. The second is to
“de-risk and diversify its econ-
omy,” which means withdraw-
ing its investments from China.
The third is to surround China
with allies to prepare for any mil-
itary action by Beijing on any of
the allies.

The IMF’s turn to lead on climate

merging markets and devel-
oping economies (EMDESs)

are feeling the financial
squeeze. Two-thirds of low-income
countries are already in or at high
risk of debt distress, Russia’s war
in Ukraine is compounding fi-
nancial shocks with high food and
energy prices, and the rising cost
of capital is leaving governments
with little, if any, fiscal space.
At the same time, several EMDES
are bearing the brunt of alooming
climate crisis to which they con-

India in relation to China. Indian
observers on US-China relations
have at least two points of view —
one, Sino-American hostility should
lend dividends to India mainly
through a new security scenario
and diversification of trade from
China to India. The second view-
point suggests that a breakdown
between America and China would

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
report sounds the alarm about
the rapidly mounting dangers of
global warming and the limited
time left to adapt. Against this
backdrop, a new report from the
Task Force on Climate,
Development, and the IMF, of
which we are members, assesses
how the Fund’s climate actions
stack up against current needs.
We found that while the IMF has
made welcome strides toward in-
tegrating climate considerations

nomic might is not the smartest
country to deal with global chal-
lenges. We have said before that
Americans will create a demon
and then go to fight it. The wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan are a
proof. The American writer
Ambrose Bierce humorously
said, “War is God’s way of teach-
ing Americans geography.”

national energy policies such as
increasing fossil-fuel subsidies.
Moreover, several governments
are introducing a broad range of in-
struments to implement climate
policies that are better aligned with
their unique circumstances. To be
sensitive to national needs, the
IMF needs to move away from a
one-size-fits-all policy and develop
an effective method to assess the ef-
fects of explicit and implicit carbon
prices, which can vary considerably
within and across countries.

tries, and not just continue with
ahit-and-run policy. India-America
partnership based on mutual trust
and interest should help usher in

peace and security not only in

r~-m

Asia-Pacific but in the entire world.

The writer is Secretary
General, Association for
Democratic Socialism. oinra

tegrating climate shocks into its

DSA framework, it is still falling far -

short in linking programme ne-
gotiations with climate policy. Until
that changes, countries will lack the
fiscal space needed to fund the
green transition. After all, climate
investments cannot be postponed
until a country is in better finan-
cial health.

As for its lending toolkit, the
IMF has modestly increased coun-
tries’ borrowing limits. But, over-
all, the Fund still emphasises short-

Trump and of Joe Biden that Fox News chooses. Rishikesh Ram  tributedlittle. And yet, with limited  into its operations, important gaps Inaddition to expandingitssur-  term fiscal stability at the cost of
We cannot solve the problem of authoritarian influence by banning fake Bhan dary fiscal space and poor access to in-  remain in four key areas: modeling  veillance activities and economic  the longer-term resource mobili-
news. Our best hope again lies in education. We will need to do a better job ternational markets, EMDEsareun-  climate risks into its debt-sus- modelingtoreflect thereality of di-  sation required to safeguard coun-
teaching people to be discerning and less susceptible to manipulation. THE IMF IS FACING A able to invest in climate resilience  tainability analysis (DSA); tailor-  verse national circumstances, the  tries against future climate shocks.
Innovation in law and policy must go hand in hand with innovation in ed- as needed. ing policy advice to national con-  IMF should encourage future-ori- Likewise, the rules for access-
ucation, and all are necessary to keep up with innovation in technology. NOW-OR-NEVER As a key multilateral body texts;upgrading itslendingtoolkit ented measures such as a big in-  ing the RSF are too restrictive. As
charged with promoting global to address macro-critical imbal-  vestment push. This would require  matters stand, a country must
The writer; a former Chief Economist of the World Bank and Chief MOMENT TO HELP macroeconomic and financial sta- ances and natural catastrophes the Fund to retool its DSA frame- have an IMF programme in place
Economic Adviser to the Government of India, is Professor of FACILITATE A JUST bility, the International Monetary  arising from climate change;and, work to take a broader view of a to access RSF funds. This ex-
Economics at Cornell University and a non-resident senior fellow at Fund is facing a now-or-nevermo-  along with other institutions, fa-  country’s financing needs. cludes climate-vulnerable
the Brookings Institution. oprosect synpicate TRANSITIONTO A ment to help facilitate a just tran-  cilitating the large-scale invest- Tomeet the UN’s 2030 Agendafor ~ economies that still need to build
LOW-CARBON s@t.ion toalow-carbon, climate-re- ments needed to help countries  Sustainable Developmentand their  resilience even if they are not

I silient economy. shift to a low-carbon pathway. commitments under the Parisagree-  actively in distress.
WISDOM CORNER CLIMATE-RESILIENT Since recognising the profound The IMF’s preferred policy pre-  ment, EMDEs will need to mobilise To maximise its impact, the Fund
ECONOMY macroeconomic implications of scription has been to set a price  substantial resources, estimated should bear in mind national con-

“ If at first you don’t succeed, then skydiving definitely isn’t for you.
STEVEN WRIGHT

“ The greatest happiness is to know the source of unhappiness.
FYODOR DOSTOEVSKY

“ Find ecstasy in life; the mere sense of living is joy enough.
EMILY DICKINSON

WORDSWORTH

® Insinuendo

his piece comes with a health warning: unwise use of this word may

seriously damage your linguistic credibility. It is one of the few words in
the Second Edition of the Oxford English Dictionary to which an editorial
note has been attached: “A tasteless word”, it says, signed with the initials
of the then editor, Dr Robert Burchfield. It is an obvious blend of insinuation
and innuendo, a portmanteau construction containing elements of both.
Throughout its life (and it is more than a century old, as we shall see), it has
been used either humorously, or to indicate that a speaker in a book or play
is uneducated. The Oxford English Dictionary knows of it from 1885. Its first
example says that it was invented by a legislator from South Carolina. This
seems to be confirmed by this little squib, which appeared in Appletons’
Journal of New York in 1875. It manages the trick of being both heavy-handed

etters

TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa POST

are most welcome to contribute letters

(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250

rising global temperatures, the
IMF hasreleased a climate-change
strategy, which outlines its plans
for integrating the issue into its
work, especially its macroeconomic
surveillance and lending pro-
grammes. Most notably, following
its historic allocation of $650 in
billion special drawing rights (SDRs)
in 2021, the Fund established the
Resilience and Sustainability
Facility (RSF) in part to support cli-
mate action in EMDEs.

Thelatest UN Intergovernmental

Wrestlers’ plight

Sir, The plight of the protesting wrestlers, who have had
to endure oppression and apathy at the hands of the
Delhi police and the radio silence on this by representa-
tives of the Union government, are highly regrettable. The
May 28 crass brutality of the Delhi police has shaken the
conscience of many who hitherto were silent. And, it is
heartening to note that many organisations, sportsper-
sons and celebrities have now come out in support of
the protesting wrestlers. Distressingly, even before the
wrestlers had decided to immerse their medals in the

on carbon emissions that is high
enough to encourage polluters to
emit less. Its working papers have
suggested a globally coordinated and
differentiated price floor to in-
crease policy ambition and foster
an orderly transition. Yet while es-
tablishing a carbon price is gen-
erally considered optimal in theory;
implementation and impact raise
many challenges.

The introduction of carbon pric-
ing around the world is still un-
even and poorly coordinated with

by some to be as much as $2.4 tril-
lion per year - over 2% of current
global GDP. Beyond that, IMF re-
search has shown that investment
in climate-friendly sectors can be
amore powerful growth multiplier
than investment in carbon-inten-
sive sectors.

But the IMF’s DSA framework
does not properly incorporate coun-
tries’ physical climate risks and
their fiscal needs for financing a
green transition. While the Fund
has taken modest steps toward in-

Consumption challenge

texts, tailor its macro-financial
models, pay greater heed to the
substantial investment push re-
quired for low-carbon transitions,
and increase the size and scope of
its lending tools. None of this will
be easy, but ensuring a financially
stable and climate-resilient future
requires nothing less.

The writers are members of
the Task Force on Climate,
Development, and the IME

©PROJECT SYNDICATE

Sir, This refers to the report “GDP expands 6.1% in Q4, 7.2% in FY23,” OrissaPOST,
June 1. India's GDP in the January-March quarter grew 6.1% outpacing all fore-
casts by a wide margin. Consequently, it also helped the 2022-23 GDP grow at 7.2%,
a level higher than both RBI and private projections. This rate of growth makes
India a standout performer among major economies in the world. The economy,
when viewed from the standpoint of producers, showed broad-based growth.
The takeaway from the production side is that not only is India's economy resilient,
but there’s also an underlying momentum that has offset unfavourable global fac-
tors. A sector that helped neutralise the fallout of the Ukraine war and the attendant

~

commodity price surge was services exports. It was, however, not all good news.
The biggest challenge in the economy is the anaemic performance of private con- -
sumption. It indicates that in an economy with a strong production momentum, s
there’s a distribution challenge. This is corroborated by the Centre’s urban jobs ¢
data for the January-March quarter. There’s a marked deterioration over the
last year in the quality of jobs, especially for women. Its impact is showing up in
weak consumption growth. Thus, India needs stronger consumption to build on
this momentum and that is linked to enabling better quality jobs.

and tongue-in-cheek at the same time: The South Carolina Legislature has
immortalized itself by coining the word “insinuendos.” Seeing the wideness
of its application, the Tribune begs to be “permitted to express the
obligations which society, and especially society’s representatives in official
life, legislators, cabinet officers, and such, are under for an uncommonly
fresh, beautiful, and expressive phrase. It admirably fits the time. It is a
contribution to current politics as well as to philology.” The unnamed

} legislator from South Carolina may have re-invented the word, but it was
around earlier, since it appeared in 1871 in a now totally forgotten one-act
comic drama by William R Emerson called Putkins.

words). Contributors are [@7
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postal address/email ID. They may also
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and suggestions, preferably by email,
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Ganga, justice and rectitude in their case had already sunk
into deep waters. As the whole of India had seen how the
protesting wrestlers were crushed on the day of the in-
auguration of the new Parliament building, the day will
not be too far off when this crushed humanity will bring
life back to Parliament. And then the Sengol will be sent
back to where it belongs —a museum.

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI N Sadhasiva Reddy, WASHINGTON
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Why did the
‘ SEBI come out

witha
consultation paper?
The important
recommendation by
the Supreme Court
committee said that India has
suffered because of the removal of
this rule

JAIRAM RAMESH I CONG GENERAL SECRETARY

The balloon of
‘ opposition

unity efforts
has been punctured
by the likes of
Banerjee and
(Congress president)
Mallikarjun Kharge

SUSHIL MODI | SENIOR BJP LEADER

We have done
‘ good work and

(will) form the
government under
the leadership of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
People will elect us for the country's
development

NITIN GADKARI | UNION MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

I Dalit attacked for
wearing good attire

Ahmedabad: A Dalit man has
been attacked in Gujarat's
Banaskantha district by some
persons of the upper caste for
wearing fashionable clothes
and sunglasses. Jigar
Shekhalia was attacked as the
} upper caste persons felt he
was "flying too high these
days". When his mother tried
to intervene, the accused also
assaulted her and also tore
her clothes. The assault took
place on Tuesday night in
Mota village, with the victims
now receiving medical
treatment at a hospital.
Shekhalia lodged a complaint
against seven persons,
leading to the filing of a First
Information Report (FIR) at
Gadh police station.

.......................................

M 2 charred
> todeath

Patna: Two persons, including
a minor daughter of the
owner, were burnt alive after
some miscreants set ablaze a
roadside eatery in Bihar's
Sitamarhi district Thursday,
police said. The deceased
were sleeping when fire broke
out in the eatery. It soon
engulfed 7 more adjoining
shops located at Bariyarpur
NH under town police station
around 2 a.m.

.......................................

B Heatwave
scorches Bihar

Patna: There was no respite
from heatwave conditions in
Bihar Thursday as the
mercury breached 40 degrees
Celsius in at least 13 places,
officials said. Khagaria district
recorded a maximum
temperature of 42.2 degrees
Celsius, while Bhagalpur was
at 42 degrees Celsius, East
Champaran at 41.5 degrees
Celsius, Sheikhpura at 41.2
degrees Celsius and Siwan at
41.4 degrees Celsius, they
said. State capital Patna
sizzled at 40.9 degrees
Celsius, they added. The heat
wave conditions are expected
to prevail in the state over the
next three-four days, the
weather office said.

.......................................

B Maoist killed

Gumla: A Maoist, who had a
bounty of 32 lakh, was killed
in a gunfight with security
forces in Jharkhand's Gumla
district Thursday, police said.
Acting on a tip-off, the forces
began an operation to nab
Rajesh Oraon from near
Marwa forest, Superintendent
of Police (SP) Ehtesham
Waquarib said. "As the force
reached there, Maoists started
firing. In retaliatory firing,
Oraon was killed on the spot,"
he said. A rifle and several
cartridges were recovered
from the area, he said.
Meanwhile, four more
Improvised Explosives Devices
} (IED) were found in the Tonto
police station area of West

Singhbhum district, police said. |

Judicial probe,

peace committee  §

for Manipur: Sha

The Home Minister announced a CBI probe to
investigate FIRs alleging five criminal conspiracies and
one general conspiracy behind the violence in Manipur

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, June 1: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah Thursday
said a judicial probe headed by a
retired high court chief justice
to inquire into clashes which
erupted in the north-eastern state
of Manipur, will soon be an-
nounced.

L€ _ _nme
’ ,‘

He also announced at a press
conference held at the end of a four
day tour of the strife torn state,
that a peace committee under the
Governor of Manipur Anusuiya
Uikey with representatives of all
political parties, the warring Kuki
and Meitei communities and so-
cial organisations will be set up.

"Dialogue is the only solution
to the ongoing crisis in Manipur,"
Shah said. "We will soon announce
ajudicial probe headed by a retired
high court chief justice and set up
a peace committee," he said.

Soon after the press conference,
a senior IPS officer Rajiv Singh,
belonging to the neighbouring
Tripura cadre, was formally ap-
pointed as the new director gen-
eral of police of Manipur for a
period of three years "as a special
case in public interest", an official
order said.

Singh, a 1993 batch IPS officer
serving as the inspector general
of operations at the CRPF head-
quarters in Delhi, replaces P
Doungel, a 1987 batch IPS officer
from Manipur, for whom a post of
Officer on Special Duty (Home) has
been created. He is due to retire
at the end of the month.

Deccan Queen completes 93 yrs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 1: The iconic
Deccan Queen, the first deluxe
train of the Indian Railways, com-
pleted 93 glorious years of opera-
tions between Pune and Mumbai
Thursday, according to the Central
Railway.

Rail enthusiasts and authori-
ties celebrated the occasion with a
lot of zeal and cut two big cakes at
the Pune railway station Thursday
morning before the Deccan Queen
departed for the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus in Mumbai.

Maharashtra minister
Chandrakant Patil was also pres-
ent on the occasion. “Over the
last 93 years of its colourful history;
the train has grown from a mere
medium of transportation between
two cities into an institution bind-
ing a generation of intensely loyal
passengers,” the Central
Railway said.

As per a Central Railway re-
lease, the Deccan Queen had its
maiden run on June 1, 1930, which
was a major landmark in the his-
tory of the Great Indian Peninsula
(GIP) Railway, the forerunner of
the Central Railway.

It was the first deluxe train in-
troduced to serve two important
cities of the region — Mumbai and
Pune - and was aptly named after
Pune, which is also known as the
'Queen of Deccan' (Dakkhan ki
Rani), the release said. Initially, the
train was introduced with two rakes
of seven coaches each, one of which

Ethnic clashes broke out
in the state nearly a
month ago after a ‘Tribal
Solidarity March’ was
organised in the hill
districts to protest the
Meitei community’s
demand for ST status

This is expected to be the first
of a major overhaul in the state
administration. He, however, also
said, "Violence is a temporary
phase, misunderstandings will
go away ... The situation will soon
be normal."

Officials separately said the
situation remained calm on
Thursday after overnight reports
of firing by militants.

Shah said the leaders of both
Meitei and Kuki communities,
as well as other civil society rep-
resentatives who have met him,
have assured him that they would
work to assuage hurt feelings
and remove misunderstandings.
The home minister said an Inter-
Agency Unified Command will
also be formed for "better coor-
dination" among all security agen-
cies in Manipur as multiple forces
are working on the ground.

Currently some 10,000 army
and Assam rifles personnel have
been brought into the state to
keep the peace. Besides, as cen-
tral police forces and state po-
lice is also functioning on the
ground, it was felt that an unified
command was necessary to avoid
confusion.

Shah also told newspersons
that he felt for a permanent so-
lution to the Indo-Myanmar bor-
der issue, the fencing on the bor-
der between the two countries
will have to be completed. There
are apprehensions that the porous
border is being used for drug
smuggling and for movement of
militants.

Appealing to citizens not to
pay heed to rumours, the Home
Minister said special telephone
lines will be set up where people
can ring and check the veracity
of rumours being circulated.

The army and police forces are
conducting state-wide search op-
erations for hidden arms caches.

| will request the wrestlers
to continue their movement.
This fight is for life, for
independence, for
humanitarian justice

MAMATA BANERJEE | WEST BENGAL CM
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‘GOOD DECISION’

Hailing the Centre's move of bringing
tobacco regulation on OTT platforms,
health experts and child rights activists
have unanimously called for the proposed
amendments to the COTPA Act in creating
a tobacco-free environment for children
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FUN TIME: Burga-clad students play cricket in the J J Hospital premises at Byculla in Mumbai

Coach of halted
train catches fire

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kannur (Kerala), June 1: A coach
of an express train which halted at
the Kannur railway station in
Kerala caught fire in the small
hours of Thursday and one per-
son is reportedly in police custody
in connection with the incident.

The incident occurred on the
Alappuzha-Kannur Executive
Express train in which two months
agoaman had set fire to his co-pas-
sengers, which resulted in three
deaths including a toddler, lead-
ing to speculation that it might be
a case of sabotage and connected
to the earlier one.

Central agencies like the
Intelligence Bureau and the
National Investigation Agency
arrived at the scene in the morn-
ing and are investigating all an-
gles, including that of sabotage,
sources said. The fire was no-
ticed by some station staff at
around 1.30 AM and they informed
the Kannur Fire and Rescue
Station which dispatched four
units to deal with the blaze which
was contained at around 3.15 AM,
a fire rescue officer said.

Passengers celebrate the birthday of Deccan Queen, Indian Railways’ first
deluxe train

was painted in silver with scarlet
mouldings and the other with royal
blue and golden lines, it said.

“The under frames of coaches
of the original rakes were built in
England while the coach bodies
were built in the Matunga workshop
(Mumbai) of the GIP Railway,” the
release said.

The Deccan Queen initially
had only first class and second-
class accommodation, but the first
class was discontinued on January
1, 1949 and the second class was
redesigned as first class, which
continued up to June 1955, when a
third class was introduced on this
train for the first time, it said.

Sachin Pilot’s video
triggers speculations

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Jaipur, June 1: With Assembly
polls nearing in Rajasthan, the
Congress high-command recently ‘re-
solved' the internal conflict between
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot and his
former deputy Sachin Pilot after
two months of constant exchange
of barbs between the two camps.
As the party leadership is now
trying to show that everything is
fine in Rajasthan Congress, a tweet
by Sachin Pilot has triggered spec-
ulations in the political circles.
Pilot has posted a video story
on his Twitter handle, in
which he is seen with
the people of the state.
He captioned the
video: "There is
hope in my mind,

Pilot
has posted a video
story on his Twitter
handle, in which he is seen
with the people of the state

hugh-command for not resolving
his pending issues.
While the party high-command
may be claiming to have achieved
reconciliation between the two
leaders, Pilot has made it
clear that he will not
relinquish his stance
on the three de-
mands he put forth

there is a bellef He captioned the video: “There is earlier this month
in the heart, will hope in my mind, there is a belief for which he even

build a strong

people are together."
While Pilot is visi-

ble in every slide in the
video, no other Congress leaders,
nor the party's symbol, could be seen
in it. Actually, Pilot and Gehlot
have not been in the best of terms
ever since the Congress govern-
ment was formed in 2018. On many
occasions, Pilot has expressed his
displeasure with the Congress

of service

AIL ENTHUSIASTS AND

AUTHORITIES CELEBRATED THE
OCCASION WITH A LOT OF ZEAL
AND CUT TWO BIG CAKES AT THE
PUNE RAILWAY STATION

OR THE SPECIAL DAY, THE TRAIN
WAS DECORATED WITH
COLOURFUL GARLANDS, AND AN
ATTRACTIVE ‘RANGOLY
(COLOURFUL PATTERN)
WAS MADE AT THE ENTRANCE
OF THE PLATFORM

MUSIC PARTY PLAYED TUNES
OF VARIOUS SONGS TO
MARK THE OCCASION

The coaches of the original rakes
were replaced in 1966 by anti-tele-
scopic steel bodied integral coaches
built by the Integral Coach Factory,
Perambur (Tamil Nadu).

These coaches incorporated an im-
proved design of bogies for better rid-
ing comfort and also improvements
in the interior furnishings and fit-
tings, the release said.

The number of coaches in the
rake was also increased to 12 from
the original seven, providing ad-
ditional accommodation. Over the
years, the number of coaches in the
train has been increased to the
present level of 16, it said.

Since last year, Deccan Queen
has been running with the new
Linke Hofmann Busch (LHB) rake
which is considered safer and com-
fortable as compared to the con-
ventional ones. The LHB coaches
are lighter in weight, have higher
carrying capacity, speed potential,
and better safety features.

in the heart, will build a strong  issued an ultimatum
Rajasthan, when Rajasthan, when people are
together”

to the state govern-
ment. The Congress
leader's demands in-
cluded disbanding and re-
constitution of Rajasthan Public
Service Commission; compensa-
tion for those affected by govern-
ment job exam paper leak; and a
high-level probe into the charges
of corruption he had levelled
against the previous BJP govern-
ment led by Vasundhara Raje.

PTI PHOTO

Indian Coast Guard
seizes over 32 kg
gold worth 20.20 cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, June 1: A joint operation
by the Indian Coast Guard,

P

Directorate of Revenue Intelligence -

and Customs has foiled an attempt
to smuggle gold bars weighing 32
kgs into India, via the sea route
from Sri Lanka.

The gold was being smuggled
into India from Sri Lanka, an official
release from the Coast Guard here
said. The seizure was aresult of a
specific input from the DRI re-
garding smuggling of contraband
between Sri Lanka and India, fol-
lowing which a joint operation was
launched by the Indian Coast Guard
and DRI May 30.

"A joint operation launched by
Indian Coast Guard with DRI and
customs resulted in seizure of
32.689 kg of gold valued at ap-
proximately ¥20.20 crore, from two
fishing boats in the Gulf of Mannar
area in Tamil Nadu. The consign-
ment was being smuggled into
India from Sri Lanka," it said.

‘ISRO weighing options
for another Mars mission’

Indla had successfully launched its f|rst Mars Orblter M|sswn called -
Mangalyaan November 5, 2013, which started orbiting the red planet from
September 24, 2014

The orbiter lost contact in October 2022 and thus the Mangalyaan-1
mission came to an end

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangaluru, June 1: The second
mission to Mars is in the study
phase as the Indian space agency
is looking at various options avail-
able to make the mission happen,
a senior ISRO scientist said
Thursday.

The Mars mission has to be big-
ger with more scientific outcome,
M Sankaran, Director, UR Rao
Satellite Centre of the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) told PTI. "If you are talk-
ing about a new mission to Mars,
then that is still in the study phase.
We are looking at various options
available to us for making a mis-
sion happen. It has to be signifi-
cantly bigger or with more sci-

entific outcome with respect to
Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM). We
are still in the study phase and
we are configuring it," Sankaran
told PTI.

"The preparation is going on
in Sriharikota. We do expect that
sometime in July the launch will
take place," he said. According to
the space scientist, every aspect of
the mission has been checked, es-
pecially those experiences that

ISRO gleaned from its -

Chandrayaan-2 mission. "All pos-

sible precautions have been taken. ¢

The mood at ISRO is upbeat," he
added. Regarding India's space
mission Gaganyaan, Sankaran

P

said it was an intense project with—

alot of new development activities
taking place.




MEKEDATU DAM ROW

AIADMK warns of protests

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, June 1: The opposition
ATADMK in Tamil Nadu Thursday
warned neighbouring Karnataka
of protests if it went ahead with
the construction of the Mekedatu
dam project, which the party sees
as an attempt to transform TN
into a desert.

Taking strong exception to the
reported remark of Karnataka
deputy chief minister D K
Shivakumar on going ahead with
the reservoir project across the
Cauvery river, leader of the oppo-
sition K Palaniswami said the
neighbouring state should not act
against the interest of the lower ri-
parian states.

“As per the Inter-State River
Water Disputes Act, 1956, Karnataka
has noright to prevent or alter the
natural course of ariver. Even the
final verdict on the Cauvery water
dispute is clear that no irrigation
project should be taken up without
the approval of the lower ripar-
ian states,” Palaniswami said in
a statement here.

Being so, the announcement of
the Congress government in
Karnataka went against the in-
terest of Tamil Nadu. Any move to
build the reservoir project across
the Cauvery at Mekedatu would
only assay to transform Tamil
Nadu, dependent on Cauvery water
forirrigation and drinking, intoa
desert, he claimed.

“There's no point in depend-
ing on the ruling DMK here on
the issue. The ATADMK strongly
condemns the attempt of
Karnataka Congress government
to build a dam at Mekedatu and
warns the Karnataka state gov-
\fernment that the ATADMK will

‘ As per the Inter-State
River Water Disputes
Act, 1956, Karnataka has no
right to prevent or alter the
natural course of a river.
Even the final verdict on the
Cauvery water dispute is
clear that no irrigation
project should be taken up
without the approval of the
lower riparian states
K PALANISWAMI | AIADMK GENERAL SECRETARY

organise protests to prevent Tamil
Nadu from turning into a desert,”
Palaniswami said.

Meanwhile, CPI state secretary
R Mutharasan, too condemned
the attempt to build the dam and
said the final verdict in the Cauvery

Few cheetahs to be
shifted from Kuno

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhopal, June 1: A few African
cheetahs translocated to the Kuno
National Park (KNP) in Madhya
Pradesh will be relocated to the
Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary
in Mandsaur and Neemach dis-
/ tricts of the state by November
this year.

Earlier, it was said that the
Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve in
Rajasthan will be the first priority
for relocating some of the big cat.
However, the Cheetah Task Force
Committee has now decided to
shift some of the big cats from
KNP to the Gandhi Sagar Wildlife
Sanctuary.

Chandra Prakash Goyal, the
Director General of Forest
Ministry, who was in Bhopal to
attend the National Tiger
Conservation Authority's (NTCA)
meeting, said that the Gandhi
Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary is the
first priority for relocating some
of the cheetahs from KNP, and
the next habitat (after Gandhi
Sagar) for the cheetahs will be the
Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary, the
largest in Madhya Pradesh.

"The Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment has informed that the
Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary
will be ready to ready to wel-
come the cheetahs by November
this year, but the way prepara-
tions are going on, I believe that
the habitat will be ready to re-
ceive the big cats before that.
Kuno has space to accommodate
21 cheetahs while 20 cheetahs
were introduced there. After
that, four cubs were born there.
Three cubs and three mature
cheetahs have died so far at Kuno,

but the number will increase
in future," Goal said. /‘J

A senior forest official
also said that Rs 20 crore
will be spent for fenc-
ing a 80 sq km
area and for de-
veloping
grassland at
the
Gandhi
Sagar
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Wildlife Sanctuary, which is spread
over an area of 368 sq km. The
sanctuary was notified in 1974.
Notably, the Chambal river passes
through the sanctuary dividing
into two parts - one in Mandsaur
district and the other in Neemach.

The Nauradehi Wildlife
Sanctuary, which is spread over
an area of 1,197 sq km, is spread
across four districts - Sagar,
Damoh, Narsinghpur and Raisen.
When asked if some of the chee-
tahs will be shifted to the
Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve
in Rajasthan, Goal said, "We will
proceed as per the cheetah ac-
tion plan only, and at present,
our first priority is Gandhi Sagar
and the next is Nauradehi. Once
the project succeeds in these two
places, we will decide about the
next location. The cheetah proj-
ect will not be limited to one
place, as it is a long-term project
and relocation will continue on
the basis of increase in the num-
ber of cheetahs."

On the death of six cheetahs,
including three cubs, within a span
of two-and-a-half months, Goal
said the mortality rate of cheetah
cubs is up to 90 per cent. "Even if
50 per cent of the cheetahs translo-
cated from African countries sur-
vive, the project will be considered
asuccess. Kuno can accommodate
only 21 cheetahs at one time, which
is why some of them will be shifted
to the Gandhi Sagar Wildlife

Sanctuary,"
Goal said.

A total 20
cheetahs were
translocated
from Namibia
(8) and South
Africa (12) in

4 two phases -

. , on September

"~ 17, 2022 and
; February 18,

t"l-‘l.

¥ S '"r; these, three
.~ have dled so far.
Three out of the
four cubs born to a
Namibian cheetah
have also died, while
M the fourth one has been

kept under special ob-
! servation after its health
condition deteriorated.

disputes is clear that no con-
struction should be taken up across
the Cauvery river without the ap-
proval of Kerala, Pondicherry and
Tamil Nadu.

Tamil Nadu government too
strongly opposed Shivakumar's re-
ported remarks on his state going
ahead with the construction of a
reservoir across river Cauvery at
Mekedatu, expressing surprise
over his 'teasing' the neighbour
within days of coming to power.

State Minister for Water
Resources Duraimurugan
Wednesday sought to remind
Shivakumar that the proposed proj-
ect in Karnataka found no men-
tion in the order of the Cauvery dis-
putes tribunal or the Supreme
Court's final verdict.

MADHYA PRADESH
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MP declares June I as holiday from next year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal, June 1: Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan Thursday said people of
Bhopal would get a holiday on June
1from next year as part of ‘Bhopal
Gaurav Diwas' celebrations.

Bhopal was merged with the
rest of India nearly two years after
the country got Independence on
June 1, 1949. Addressing a func-
tion to mark the foundation day
of the state capital, the CM also
said a research centre focusing on
the history of Bhopal will be es-
tablished.

"From next year on the occa-
sion of Bhopal Gaurav Diwas on
June 1, Bhopal will witness a pub-
lic holiday so that people can cel-
ebrate the day;" said Chouhan, who
hoisted the national flag at Bhopal
Gate and felicitated 100 cleanli-
ness workers with shawls.

“Bhopal became an inseparable

part of therest of India because of
the sacrifices of innumerable per-
sons and the struggle of brave men
two years after the country got
Independence on June 1,1949,” the
Chief Minister said.

Chouhan, who lit a torch in ho-
nour of those who laid down their
lives for the merger, said the new

ADDRESSING A FUNCTION TO
MARK THE FOUNDATION DAY OF
THE STATE CAPITAL, THE CHIEF

MINISTER SAID A RESEARCH
CENTRE FOCUSING ON THE

WAS MERGED
(TR R AL, Who were mar-
NEARLY TWO YEARS AFTER
THE COUNTRY GOT

the nawab, which culminated in
Bhopal state becoming part of India
on June 1, 1949. The CM paid rich
tributes to Uddhav Das Mehta,
Balkrishna Gupta and former
President of India Dr Shankar
Dayal Sharma for their
struggle and those

tyreddurmgthe
protests in

"Aresearch
centre focused
on Bhopal's
history will

also be estab-

generation was unaware lished so that fu-
that Bhopal did not merge HISTgE\Eg A%I;I_?ST_"L\EIBWILL ture generations
with India on August 15, know about the city's

1947 because the then nawab
(ruler) refused to accept accession
to India.

A protest began from Boras near
Udaypura in Raisen district along
the banks of the Narmada against

TN deploys trlbal team to track Arikomban’

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, June 1: The Tamil Nadu
forest department has deployed a
five-member tribal team to track the
rogue elephant, 'Arikomban’ as its
officials have not been able to locate
the tusker so far.

A veterinary doctor, Dr. Rajesh,
will also be part of the team com-
prising Meen Kalan, Bomman,
Suresh, Shiva and Sreekanth. The
team from the Muthamala Tiger
Reserve will reach Theni on
Tuesday to trace the elephant which
was last detected near the
Shanmukhanada river within 3
km from human settlement.

A 150-member forest department
team is already camping at

Cumbum town to tranquilise the
elephant and relocate it to some
other place.

However, with the elephant mov-
ing into the deep forest, it is diffi-

cult to tranquilize it. They are wait-
ing for it to reach the human set-
tlement in Cumbum or Theni.

However, a high-level meeting
of the department has decided to
seek the support of the tribal group
of Mauthumala who are experts in
reading elephant behaviour and
movement.

People of Cumbum town have
carried out protests after the death
of 57-year-old Palraj who died at
Government Theni Medical College
hospital after getting himself in-
jured when the two-wheeler in
which he was driving was attacked
by the tusker last week when it
reached Cumbum town. The ele-
phant has since gone deep inside
the forest.

LEEEETTETTE T MP ASSEMBLY POLLS ETEIEITEEEE T

BJP, CONG SET FOR CUT-THROAT FIGHT

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhopal, June 1: With the BJP try-
ing hard to highlight the differ-
ences within the Congress over
the Chief Ministerial face in
Madhya Pradesh, the latter hasre-
futed the claims and indicated that
their leader is decided.

Asthe Assembly election nears,
the two national political parties -
- BJP and Congress -- have pre-

» As the Assembly election
nears, the two national political
parties -- BJP and Congress --
have prepared their cadres for a
heated and cut-throat political
fight to grab the centre of the
Hindi heartland

» For the last few days, the
state BJP unit has been hitting
the Congress by saying that the
opposition 'is divided into
factions and lacks unanimity on
Kamal Nath as the Chief
Ministerial face

pared their cadres for a heated and
cut-throat political fight to grab
the centre of the Hindi heartland.
Besides strengthening the poll
preparations like - formulation of
strategies, election manifestos, so-
cial media and IT cells, election
war rooms and frequent visits of
central leadership, a psychologi-
cal war to weaken the political op-
ponent has also begun from both
sides.

For the last few days, the state
BJP unit has been hitting the
Congress by saying that the oppo-
sition 'is divided into factions'and
lacks unanimity' on Kamal Nath
as the Chief Ministerial face. Nath
has been leading the MP unit since
the last Assembly election in 2018
and under his leadership, the
Congress had managed to return
to power after a gap of 15 years, how-
ever, amajor crisis broke out within
the grand-old party which resulted
in its collapse within a period of 15
months.

Senior BJP leader and Madhya
Pradesh Home Minister Narottam
Mishra, who hardly misses any
opportunity to hit out at the

Congress leaders said Kamal Nath
has "declared himself as the chief
ministerial candidate, whereas his
other party colleagues are not in
agreement."

"Kamal Nath has declared him-
self as Swayambhu Chief Minister;
but not his other party colleagues.
Rahul Gandhi has also avoided the
question on Kamal Nath as the
Chief Ministerial face. Digvijaya
Singh could not say it directly,
which is why he expressed his view
through Govind Singh (LoP). It is
aclear indication of factionalism
within the Congress," Mishra said
while briefing the press.

It all started after former
Congress president Rahul Gandhi

following a meeting with a group
of Congress leaders from Madhya
Pradesh in New Delhi, said, "We are
going to repeat Karnataka in
Madhya Pradesh. We will win 150."
However, he had avoided the ques-
tion on whether Kamal Nath would
be the CM face in MP. Instead, he
had reiterated that - "We are going
to win 150 seats in Madhya Pradesh."

Notably, May 29, top Congress
leaders from Madhya Pradesh met
party chief Mallikarjun Kharge
at the AICC headquarters in Delhi
over the preparations for the up-
coming Assembly elections in the
state, which was also attended by
Rahul Gandhi.

Following that meeting, senior
Congress leader and Leader of
Opposition (LoP) here in Madhya
Pradesh responding to the same
query of the press persons said,
"some are taking my name also,
supporters do that, but I am not
the leader; I am a party worker)." And
from here, the BJP leaders, especially
Narottam Mishra attacked the op-
position, claiming it was riddled
with factionalism. However, two-
time former CM and Rajya Sabha
MP Digvijaya Singh, who had in
February this year mentioned that
"Kamal Nath will be the Chief
Ministerial face in Madhya Pradesh
" has maintained the same. Also,
amid the fresh debate on this issue,
Singh has said, "99 per cent of peo-
ple of Madhya Pradesh want to see
Kamal Nath as the Chief Minister.
There should be no doubt about it."

background," Chouhan
added. Madhya Pradesh medical ed-
ucation minister Vishvas Sarang,
Bhopal Mayor Malti Rai and former
mayor Alok Sharma were present
on the occasion.

Brace for tough
fight: Chouhan to
Indore residents

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Indore, June 1: Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has called upon the res-
idents of Indore, which has con-
sistently emerged as the coun-
try's cleanest city, to strive to
retain the prestigious tag, claim-
ing that other cities are trying
hard to grab it.

Under the Swachh

Survekshan, the Centre's annual
cleanliness survey, the com-
mercial capital of MP has been
adjudged as India's cleanest city

for the sixth consecutive time.

“I have solid information that -
other cities of the country are -

making desperate bids to beat
Indore in cleanliness this time
around (in Swachh Survekshan-
2023),” he told a gathering on
Wednesday night on the occasion
of Indore Pride Day here.

Urging the city residents to
brace for a tough fight, the CM
said cleanliness is Indore's iden-
tity and brand. “Stay on the top of
the clean city rankings,” the chief
minister said.

Chouhan released a blueprint to
turn Indore into a solar city and
stressed the need to promote the
use of this form of clean energy
to conserve the environment.

To make a start in this direction,
he said, one area of the city can be
developed into an exemplary zone
for solar energy.

The CM said that police and ad-
ministration are making serious
attempts to crush the illegal drugs
business to ensure that young-
sters don't get trapped and go
astray.

He also announced that the
Nehru Stadium in the city would
be upgraded to have international
standards.

Agricultural scientists to gulde farmersin TN

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, June 1: The Tamil Nadu
state government will soon ap-
point agriculture scientists in each
taluk to support and guide farm-
ers in the state.

These scientists would be pro-
viding advice on the latest tech-
nology, high-yielding crop vari-
eties, and also crop protection
methods using the latest techni-
cal solutions. These agricultural sci-
entists would be recruited from
agriculture colleges, research in-
stitutions in agriculture and with
the guidance and support from
Tamil Nadu Agriculture University;
sources said.

The sources in the state agri-
culture department said that the
state government is planning to in-
fuse a fresh impetus and confi-
dence among farmers by ap-
pointing these agricultural
scientists in each taluk.

hese scientists would be

providing advice on the
latest technology, high-yielding
crop varieties, and also crop
protection methods using the
latest technical solutions

he sources in the state

agriculture department said
that the state government is
planning to infuse a fresh

impetus and confidence among
farmers by appointing these
agricultural scientists in each

he agricultural scientists

would warn the farmers of
pest attacks locally and at the
state level and direct them to
take necessary precautions to
prevent major crop losses

A senior officer of the state agri-
culture department said: "The ap-
pointment of agriculture scien-
tists who are well versed in all the

modern methods of farming will
provide a major support base to
the farmers so that they feel con-
fident and equipped to deal with any
issues that come up including crop
failure and withering of crops due
to pest attack."

He added that these newly-ap-
pointed agriculture scientists
would support farmers in value
addition of their produce thus
increasing commercial viability
and thereby economic inde-
pendence to farmers. The scien-

tists would also conduct research
on basic statistics like rainfall,
crop yield, details of the soil, pest
statistics and infrastructure fa-
cilities and provide a roadmap
to the farmers.

The agricultural scientists would
warn the farmers of pest attacks
locally and at the state level and di-
rect them to take necessary pre-
cautions to prevent major crop
losses. The farmers would be pro-
vided with marketing support and
would be trained in post-harvest
grading of crops with guidance
from the scientists.

However, farmers are not im-

pressed with the proposal. R. -

Arumugasamy, a farmer associa-

tion leader at Erode said, "Thisis ¢

only a hype that the government is
creating regarding the appoint-
ment of new agriculture scientists

but instead they should be pro-—

viding training to the farmers at the
grassroots level."
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The dropping ;
‘ of students -
from state-run L=
)

schools had pained
those who admire
the public
education system

PINARAYI VIJAYAN | KERALA CM

With regard to
‘ Mekedatu, we

had marched
for water (in 2021).
Tamil Nadu will not

have any problem

D K SHIVAKUMAR |
KARNATAKA DEPUTY CM

The outpour of
‘ love for
#JonoSanjogYatra,

=)

from thousands of you =
every day has convinced ¥
me that a Jono Jowar &

has taken over Bengal.

People's growing support assures
me that Trinamool Congress is set to
outperform itself in the upcoming
Panchayat Polls and beyond

ABHISHEK BANERJEE | SENIOR TMC LEADER

SHORT TAKES

M 1AF’s trainer
aircraft crashes

Chamarajanagar (Karnataka):
A Kiran trainer aircraft of the
Indian Air Force (IAF) crashed
in an open field at a village in
the district Thursday but the
two pilots, including a woman,
made it out safely after
ejecting from the plane before
the crash. District officials

¥ said the pilots, identified only
as Tejpal and Bhumika,
sustained minor injuries. No
casualties were reported. No
additional details were given
by IAF. The training aircraft,
which took off from the air
force station in Bengaluru,
crashed this morning at
Bhogapura village.

.......................................

B Massive landslide
in Uttarakhand

Pithoragarh: A massive
landslide at Najang, about 45
km from Uttarakhand's
) Dharchula, has left over 200 Adi
Kailash pilgrims stranded at
different places, officials said
Thursday. Pilgrims, both on the
way to Adi Kailash and back,
are stuck at different places as
huge volumes of debris have
accumulated on the road
blocking it, Dharchula SDM
Divesh Shashni said. The
pilgrims are in Dharchula,
Napalchu, Gunji and Bundi
waiting for the route to be
cleared of debris, the SDM said,
adding that they are all safe.

.......................................

M 40 hurt as bus
falls into gorge

Shimla: A bus rolled down into
a gorge in Himachal Pradesh's
Mandi district Thursday,
leaving 40 passengers injured,
police said. Ambulances have
been dispatched to the spot,
according to the state
emergency operation centre.

.......................................

M Notices to over
60 govt doctors

Patna: The Bihar state health
department has issued
notices to over 60 government
doctors across the state for
being on unauthorised leave
for at least a year or more,
officials said Thursday. A
notice containing names of
such doctors of different
health centers and hospitals
in this regard was uploaded
on the department's website,
they said.

.......................................

M 3 dead as rickshaw
falls into drain

Thane: Three women died and
four persons were injured
after the autorickshaw they
were travelling in fell into a
nullah (major drain) in
Bhiwandi in Maharashtra's
Thane district, a police
official said Thursday. The
incident took place under
Kongaon police station limits
on the Mumbai-Nashik

} highway in the intervening
night of Wednesday and
Thursday, he added.

STRICT ACTION

Meta-owned WhatsApp
banned a record of over 74 lakh
bad accounts in India in the
month of April, in compliance
with the new IT Rules 2021,

the company said Thursday

The three cubs died due to extreme
heat. The temperature soared to 47
degrees Celsius... We take
responsibility for whatever
happened. However, the project

. will be a major success and the
whole country will be proud of it

ORDINANCE ROW

Kejriwal meets Stalin

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, June 1: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister MK Stalin Thursday
accused the Centre of creatinga cri-
sis in the non-BJP ruled states and
said that the ruling DMK would
strongly oppose the Central ordi-
nance on control over adminis-
trative services in the national
capital.

Also, the Central government
was preventing duly elected gov-
ernments from functioning inde-
pendently, he claimed. "The Centre
is creating a crisis to the Aam
Aadmi Party and is preventing a
duly elected government from func-
tioning independently. Despite the
Supreme Court verdict in favour of
the AAP government, the Centre
brought the ordinance. The DMK
will strongly oppose it," Stalin,
who is president of the DMK, told
reporters outside his Alwarpet res-
idence here.

Flanked by Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann, Stalin described
Kejriwal as his "good friend" and
said the discussion between them
on opposing the ordinance was
fruitful.

This sort of healthy discussion
among the opposition parties should
continue to protect the democracy
in the country, he said. Accusing
the BJP-led government of bring-
ing the ordinance nullifying the
Supreme Court order, Kejriwal,
who air-dashed to Chennai and
sought Stalin's support, said the

The Centre had May 19
promulgated the
ordinance to create an
authority for the transfer
and posting of Group-A
officers in Delhi, which
the AAP government
had called a deception
with the Supreme
Court verdict on
control of services

DMK agreed to strongly oppose it
and stand by AAP government and
the people of Delhi. "This ordi-
nance should be collectively de-
feated in the Parliament as it is
undemocratic, against the federal
structure and unconstitutional,”
he said and termed the coming to-
gether of opposition parties to de-
feat the ordinance as semi-finals to
the 2024 Lok Sabha election.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann said the DMK government
had to put up a fight against a
Governor who not only refrained
from passing the Assembly bills
but also did not read out the speech
prepared by the state government.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
supremo has been reaching out to
leaders of non-BJP parties to gar-
ner support against the ordinance
so that the Centre's bid to replace
it through a bill is defeated when
it is brought in Parliament.

Franco Mulakkal quits
as Jalandhar Blshop

His resignation, which
came one-and-a-half years
after he was acquitted by a

local court in Kerala last

year in the rape case, will
pave the way for the
appointment of a new

Bishop to the diocese

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, June 1:
Bishop Franco Mulakkal, who was
temporarily relieved of his pas-
toral responsibilities by Pope
Francis in 2018 following allega-
tions of rape by a nun, has re-
signed from the Jalandhar Bishop's
post, the Vatican's representative
in India said Thursday.

His resignation, which came
one-and-a-half years after he was
acquitted by alocal court in Kerala
last year in the rape case, will pave
the way for the appointment of a
new bishop to the diocese, a church
official said. "Today, 1 June 2023,
the Holy Father Pope Francis has
accepted the resignation submitted
by the Rt Rev Franco Mulakkal as
Bishop of Jullundur," the Apostolic
Nunciature (top-level diplomatic

mission of the Holy See) in India
said in a statement.

"In this regard, the Apostolic
Nunciature wishes to specify that
the Holy See respects the verdict of
the Additional District and Sessions
Court, Kottayam, Kerala, acquitting
Bishop Mulakkal from the allega-
tions concerning him, as well as the
appeal against the acquittal, which
has been admitted by the Kerala
High Court," it said.

The nun, who says she was raped
by the bishop, has moved the Kerala
High Court against the trial court
verdict in the case.

"Given the still divisive situation
about the aforesaid matter in the
Diocese of Jalandhar, the resig-
nation has been requested from
the Rt Rev Mulakkal not as a dis-
ciplinary measure imposed upon
him, but as pro bono Ecclesiae, es-
pecially for the good of the
Jalandhar diocese, which needs a
new bishop," it added.

BHUPENDER YADAV | UNION ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

FACE THE FEAR: Tourists participate in river rafting on the Beas river near Manali

India, Nepal vow to deepen ties

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 1: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Nepalese
counterpart Pushpakamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ Thursday vowed to
resolve the vexed boundary dispute
under the spirit of friendship even
as the two sides signed several
major pacts including one on in-
creasing New Delhi's import of
power from the neighbouring coun-
try to 10,000 mega watt in the next
10 years.

In total, India and Nepal signed
seven pacts which included a re-
vised treaty of transit that was de-
scribed by Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra as "once in a gen-
eration kind of an agreement"
as it would provide Nepal access
to inland waterways of India for
the first time and expected to
contribute very significantly

Modi said in his media statement
in presence of Prachanda.

In his comments,

the Nepalese

to expansion1 of 1‘irade and  Ties betweenthe  Prime
ismntinkates o courtries came Mo
.ﬁr}?etgup vaeral nerw under severe strain after a(?d Modi
initiatives to expan : is-
cooperation in areas Kath!n_andu DUt_)IIShed anew cussed
of hydro-electric political map in 2020 that  the
power, petroleum in- P bound-
Hastracture railway showed three Indian

connectivity, cross-

territories -- Limpiyadhura, ter. “I

border payment sys- KaIapani and urge
tems and trade and in- . prime min-
vestment as part of a LIpUlEkh --as ister Modi-ji

futuristic approach to ex-
pand the overall trajectory o:
bilateral ties.

In his media statement, Modi
said he and Prachanda took many
important decisions to make the
partnership between the two coun-
tries a “super hit” in the future.

“We will continue to strive to
take our relationship to Himalayan
heights. And in this spirit, we will
resolve all the issues, be it bound-
ary related or any other issue,”

. Part of Nepal

to resolve the

boundary matter

through the established

bilateral diplomatic mechanism,”
he said.

Asked at a media briefing about
the boundary dispute, Foreign
Secretary Kwatra referred to the
comments by the two prime min-
isters and said they not only speak
of the intent of the two leaders
and the two systems, they also
speak about the specifics through

| In the wide-ranging talks
between Modi and Prachanda, the
Indian side agreed to the first
trilateral power trade from Nepal to
Bangladesh through India for up to
40 mega watt of power

B The country shares a border of
over 1850 km with five Indian
states - Sikkim, West Bengal, Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand

® Land-locked Nepal relies heavily
on India for the transportation of
goods and services

which they intend this to be carried
forward. To a question on whether
the China factor figured in the
talks, Kwatra said the discussions
also covered wider developments
and challenges and how the two
countries should cooperate to mit-
igate them.

In his remarks, Modi also re-
ferred to his priority in strength-
ening ties with Nepal after he took
charge as the prime minister nine
years ago. In the talks, it was agreed
to set up afertilizer plant in Nepal
by India.

PTI PHOTO

Pragati Maidan slum
cluster razed; 40
families lose home

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 1: Chaos reigned
at a slum cluster near Pragati
Maidan when the authorities along
with police demolished over 55
shanties Thursday morning as
part of an anti-encroachment drive,

P

displacing more than 40 families.

Residents say they woke up to the
rumble of JCBs around 4 am and
were shocked to see people prepar-
ing to take their houses down.

Authorities have been conduct-
ing anti-encroachment drives across
the national capital ahead of the G20
summit to be held in the city
later this year.

Security personnel were de-
ployed on Bhairon Marg to pre-
vent any confrontation, they said.
A makeshift school which was
being run by an NGO for the last
nine years was also demolished in
the drive.

"Around 30 students studied in the
school. Children of slum dwellers
use to attend classes here after their
school hours. Children from 5to0 16
years old used to regularly visit the
school where they were also trained
in arts and skill development,” said
the residents.

The slum dwellers who were seen
sifting through the rubble to sal-
vage any belongings said they had
been asking the government to allot
them an alternate place somewhere
within 5 km radius.

Sisodia claims manhandling in court premises

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 1: A Delhi court
Thursday directed officials to pre-
serve the May 23 CCTV footage of
the court premises after AAP leader
Manish Sisodia alleged he was
manhandled by security person-
nel that day during his production
in a case related to the alleged ex-
cise policy scam.

The police also moved an apph
cation seeking court's permission
to produce Sisodia only via video
conference (VC), after he levelled
the allegation.

Police favoured Sisodia's virtual
production contending that bring-
ing him to court "creates chaos" due
to the presence of Aam Aadmi
Party supporters and media in the
corridors. Special Judge M K

Nagpal, after taking note of both
the applications, directed Sisodia's

production through video confer-
ence pending his decision on the
prayers.

Sisodia was produced before
the court Thursday via video con-
ference. The AAP leader was ar-
rested by the ED in a money laun-
dering case related to the alleged
scam March 9 from Tihar Jail
where he is currently lodged in
judicial custody.

Heart attack linked with cognitive decline over years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 1: A new re-
search has found that for those
who had a heart attack versus
those who did not, there was a sig-
nificantly faster decline in cogni-
tion over the years following the
heart attack.

Ina combined analysis of six dif-
ferent large studies of adults be-
tween 1971 and 2019, the research
from Johns Hopkins Medicine,
US, determined whether people
who have had heart attacks showed
cognitive changes compared with
people similar to them in all re-
spects except they had not had a

_| heart attack. “Due to the fact that

many people are at risk for having
aheart attack, we hope that the re-
sults of our study will serve as a
wake-up call for people to control
vascular risk factors like high
blood pressure and elevated cho-
lesterol as soon as they can since
we have shown that having a heart
attack increases your risk of de-
creased cognition and memory
later on in life,” said Michelle
Johansen, an associate professor
of neurology at the Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine.
The study findings are published
in the Journal of the American
Medical Association (JAMA)
Neurology.

A heart attack, or myocardial in-

farction, is a medical emergency
in which the blood supply to the
heart is suddenly and severely re-

N

/ / \'\

duced or cut off, causing the mus-
cle to die from a lack of oxygen.
For those who suffered a heart

attack, while the researchers did
not find significant cognitive decline
immediately after their first heart
attack, the participants' cognitive
tests showed a decline over the
years following the event.

The study sample comprising
30,465 people had not experienced
aheart attack or stroke and did not
have dementia at the time of the
first cognitive assessment. Of these,
1,033 individuals went on to have
at least one heart attack, and out
of that, 137 had two heart attacks.

Of the overall sample, 29 per
cent were Black, 8 per cent
Hispanic and 56 per cent women.
Individuals who experienced heart
attacks were more likely to be

older and male.

The researchers scored various
aspects of participants' cognition
across several different cognitive
tests, which were then combined
to represent one cognitive domain.
A decrease in points indicated a de-
cline in that cognitive domain.

The various aspects of partici-
pants' cognition measured were

their global or overall cognition -

over time, including their memory

and executive functioning, which ¢

is the ability to make complex cog-
nitive decisions.
Johansen said that the next steps

P

were to look at other aspects of —

heart health and how they might
affect brain health.
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Good to meet
‘ FM Sergey
Lavrov of
Russia in Cape Town
on BRICS FMM
sidelines. Our
discussions covered
bilateral matters, BRICS, G20 and SCO

S JAISHANKAR |
INDIA’S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER

‘ NATOwantsto  #me sl lJ ,-[
bring Sweden |
intothefoldby 1[;

{

the time allied i X
leaders meet in : :
Lithuania on July 11- '
12. The allies also

hope to make progress on long-term
funding and the security plan for
Ukraine at the same event

JENS STOLTENBERG |
SECRETARY GENERAL OF NATO
‘ am afraid |

have turned
COVID-19 positive
again. My doctors
say itis a COVID

rebound, which
happens in 5-10 per cent of cases

| feel fine but |

LEE HSIEN LOONG I SINGAPORE PM

SHORT TAKES

M 300 firefighters to
battle wildfires

Halifax (Canada): More than
300 firefighters from the
United States and South Africa
are heading to Canada in the
coming days to help the
country battle an
unprecedented wildfire
season. Federal officials said
Thursday that at least 100 US
firefighters will be arriving in
Nova Scotia over the weekend
to help knock down out-of-
control wildfires that have
forced about 21,000 people
from their homes since
Sunday. Another 200
firefighters arriving from
South Africa will likely end up
in Alberta, though officials say
the wildfire situation in the
country is fluid.

.......................................

Abide by truce: US

Cairo: The United States urged
Sudan's warring sides
Thursday to return to cease-
fire talks and make a
concerted effort to abide by a
lasting truce after peace
efforts collapsed yet again.
The appeal from the US State
Department came after
Sudan's military on
Wednesday suspended its
participation in the talks,
hosted in Saudi Arabia, with a
rival paramilitary force. The
fighting between the
Sudanese military, led by Gen.
Abdel-Fattah Burhan, and the
Rapid Support Forces,
commanded by Gen.
Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo,
broke out in mid-April. The
violence has killed at least 866
civilians, according to a
Sudanese doctors group,
though the actual toll is likely
much higher.

.......................................

Four injured

Stockholm: Four teenagers
were injured in an incident
Thursday in the town of
Eskilstuna, west of
Stockholm, police said,
adding it was unclear what
had happened but “several
people were involved in a
fight that resulted in personal
injuries”. Those injured were
four boys aged 15, police said
in a statement. The case is
being classified as attempted
murder, but police said they
had no information on how
serious the injuries were. Two
young men have been
detained and more people
can expected to be nabbed,
they added.

.......................................

17 kids hurt

Ottawa: Seventeen children
and one adult were injured
after falling off an elevated
walkway in central Canada,
local media reported. The
accident happened at Fort
Gibraltar in Winnipeg's St.
Boniface area on Wednesday
when the children aged 10-11
from St. John's-Ravenscourt
School were on a field trip,
reports Xinhua news agency.

|6

The US should stop any form of
official exchanges with Taiwan,
refrain from negotiating agreements with
Taiwan that have sovereign connotations
or official nature and refrain from
sending wrong signals to the Taiwan
independence’ secessionist forces

MAO NING | DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION AT THE

NEW DIRECTIVE

The Bangladeshi government has
issued a directive banning first-
class travel for all government
employees till further notice.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
signed the directive in this regard,
her Press Wing said in a statement

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF CHINA

Putin overshadows BRICS talks

REUTERS

Cape Town, June 1: A meeting of
foreign ministers from the BRICS
countries in South Africa Thursday
was overshadowed by questions
about whether Russian President
Vladimir Putin would be arrested
if he attended a summit of the
five-nation bloc in August.

South Africa's Foreign Minister
Naledi Pandor said it was mulling
legal options if Putin, the subject
of awar crimes arrest warrant is-
sued by the International Criminal
Court (ICC), did attend the planned
Johannesburg summit.

As a member of the ICC, South
Africa would theoretically be re-
quired to arrest Putin if he at-
tended, and Pandor was bombarded
with questions about the issue as
she arrived for a first round of
talks with representatives from
Russia, China, India and Brazil.

"Our government is currently
looking at what the legal options are
with respect to this matter," she
told reporters. "The answer is the
president (Cyril Ramaphosa) will
indicate what the final position of
South Africa is. As matters stand
an invitation has been issued to
all (BRICS) heads of state," Pandor
said.

Putin has not confirmed his
plans, with the Kremlin only say-

PTIl president
arrested in Lahore

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lahore, June 1: Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf party president Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi, a close aide to former
Prime Minister Imran Khan, was
arrested outside his residence here
Thursday, the party said.

"Shameful how the regime does-
n't stop their fascism. The infla-
tion has skyrocketed to 38%, and
their response is arresting former
CM Punjab Pervaiz Elahi.
Absolutely ridiculous!" the party
tweeted along with a video in which
the 77-year-old leader was seen
being dragged by security per-
sonnel from his residence, Zahoor
Elahi.

The former Punjab chief min-
ister was arrested as he was leav-
ing his house, the Dawn newspaper

reported, quoting Elahi's spokesper-
son Igbal Chaudhry. The spokesper-
son alleged that authorities also
"misbehaved” with women ac-
companying Elahi, who had been
evading arrest since May 9.

On May 26, a district court in
Lahore issued a non-bailable ar-
rest warrant for Elahi."The pre-ar-
rest bail of the accused was dis-
missed due to non-prosecution vide
order dated May 25 and he isnot ap-
pearing before the court and alsonot
joining the investigation. In view of
the request of the IO, let non-bail-
able arrest warrants of accused
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi be issued
for June 2, 2023,” the court order read.

South Africa’s foreign minister Naledl Pandor meets Russian forelgn minister
Sergei Lavrov ahead of the BRICS foreign ministers meeting in Cape Town,

South Africa

4 Ukraine war repercussions fuel
impetus to strengthen BRICS

¢ Foreign ministers likely to
discuss admitting new members

¢ Meeting is prelude to summit
in August

¢ South Africa under scrutiny over
potential Putin summit visit

¢ ICC has issued war crimes
warrant against Putin

ing Russia would take part at the
"proper level". The ICC accused
Putin in March of the war crime
of forcibly deporting children from

REUTERS

Russian-occupied territory in
Ukraine. Moscow denies the alle-
gations. South Africa had invited
Putin in January.

Foreign ministers from Brazil,
Russia, India were attending
Thursday's meeting in Cape Town,
while China was represented by a
deputy minister. No official agenda
has been made public. Analysts
said the bloc was seeking to turn
itself into a counterweight to the
West in the wake of Russia's in-
vasion of Ukraine. An expansion
of the group could be on the agenda,
they said.

‘ALTERNATIVE TO THE WEST’

"BRICS is positioning itself asan

alternative to the West and as a
way to make space for emerging
powers," said Cobus van Staden of
the South African Institute of
International Affairs. Anil Sooklal,
asenior South African official in-
volved in preparing for the meet-
ing, told reporters the ministers
would discuss the global geopolit-
ical situation and financial archi-
tecture.

He said BRICS' New Development
Bank, which stopped funding proj-
ects in Russia to comply with sanc-
tions, would be discussed.

Once viewed as a loose, largely
symbolic association of disparate
emerging economies, BRICS has in
recent years taken more concrete
shape, driven initially by Beijing
and, since the start of the Ukraine
war in February 2022, with added
impetus from Moscow. BRICS lead-
ers have said they are open to ad-
mitting new members, including
oil producing countries.

Venezuela, Argentina, Iran,
Algeria, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates are on alist
of those who have either formally
applied to join or expressed inter-
est, officials said. "If they can bring
in the oil producer countries that
will be key; given the petrodollar sys-
tem," said William Gumede, a South
African political analyst who has
written extensively on BRICS.

Moldova’s President Maia Sandu, right, greets Italy’s Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni during arrivals for the European
Political Community Summit at the Mimi Castle in Bulboaca, Moldova
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Debt ceiling deal
NOW goes to Senate

W Washington is rushing
after a long slog of debate to
wrap up work on the package
to ensure the government can
keep paying its bills, and
prevent financial upheaval
at home and abroad

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, June 1: Veering
away from a default crisis, the
House overwhelmingly approved
adebt ceiling and budget cuts pack-
age, sending the deal that President
Joe Biden and Speaker Kevin
McCarthy negotiated to the Senate
for swift passage in a matter of
days, before a fast-approaching
deadline.

The hard-fought compromise
pleased few, but lawmakers as-
sessed it was better than the al-
ternative — a devastating economic
upheaval if Congress failed to act.
Tensions ran high as hard-right
Republicans refused the deal, but
Biden and McCarthy assembled a
bipartisan coalition to push to pas-
sage on a robust 314-117 vote late
Wednesday.

“We did pretty dang good,”
McCarthy, R-Calif., said afterward.
Amid deep discontent from
Republicans who said the spending
restrictions did not go far enough,
McCarthy said it isonly a “first step".

Biden, watching the tally from
Colorado Springs where Thursday
he is scheduled to deliver the com-
mencement address at the U.S. Air
Force Academy, phoned McCarthy
and the other congressional lead-
ers after the vote. In a statement,
he called the outcome “good news
for the American people and the
American economy”.

Washington is rushing after a

Top Australian soldier loses war cnmes defamatlon case

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sydney, June 1: Australia's most
decorated living war veteran un-
lawfully killed prisoners and com-
mitted other war crimes in
Afghanistan, a judge ruled
Thursday in dismissing the claims
by Victoria Cross recipient Ben
Roberts-Smith that he was defamed
by media.

Federal Court Justice Anthony
Besanko ruled that the articles
published in 2018 were substan-
tially true about a number of war
crimes committed by Roberts-
Smith, a former Special Air Service
Regiment corporal who now is a
media company executive.

Besanko found Roberts-Smith,
who was also awarded the Medal

of Gallantry for his Afghanistan
War service, “broke the moral and
legal rules of military engage-
ment” and disgraced Australia
through his conduct.

The ruling is regarded as a sig-
nificant win for press freedom
against Australia's extraordinarily
restrictive defamation laws fol-
lowing a hard-fought trial over 110
court hearing days that is esti-
mated to have cost more than 25 mil-
lion Australian dollars (USD 16
million) in legal fees.

Proven allegations included that
Roberts-Smith, the son of ajudge,
used a machine gun to shoot a pris-
oner with a prosthetic leg in the back
ata Taliban compound codenamed
Whiskey 108 in Uruzgan province
in 2009. He kept the man's pros-

thetic as a novelty beer drinking ves-
sel. The man was one of two un-
armed Afghans that Roberts-Smith's
patrol had dragged from a tunnel.
Roberts-Smith pressured a “newly
deployed and inexperienced” soldier
to kill the second, older man to
“blood the rookie”, the court found.

The proven accusations also in-
cluded that Roberts-Smith killed an

unarmed, handcuffed farmer
named Ali Jan by kicking him
from a cliff top and into a riverbed
at the Afghan village of Darwan in
2012. Roberts-Smith then directed
a soldier under his command to
shoot Jan dead.

Also found to be true were ac-
cusations that Roberts-Smith, who
stands 2.02 metres (6 feet, 7 inches)
tall, bullied soldiers and assaulted
Afghan civilians. Two of six un-
lawful killings Roberts-Smith was
accused of involvement in were
not proven to the civil court stan-
dard of balance of probability, the
judge found.

Reports of domestic violence al-
legedly committed by Roberts-
Smith were also found to be un-
proven and defamatory:.

El Nino may hammer Asian farms with dry weather

REUTERS

Singapore, June 1: Early signs of
hot, dry weather caused by El Nino
are threatening food producers
across Asia, while American grow-
ers are counting on heavier sum-
mer rains from the weather phe-
nomenon to alleviate the impact of
severe drought.

El Nino, a warming of water
surface temperatures in the east-
ern and central Pacific Ocean, is ex-
pected to develop in the coming
months, according to meteorolo-
gists. The impact of the phenom-
enon typically causes hot, dry
weather across Asia and Australia
while bringing heavier-than-normal
rainfall to the southern U.S. and
southern South America.

As EINinolooms, wheat output
in Australia, the world's second-
largest exporter of the grain, is
expected to take a hit from dry
weather, while palm oil and rice pro-
duction is likely to suffer in
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand,

q_.

B CREDI:WIKIEL

forecasters and analysts said.
Soil is drying in India and
Pakistan, which is expected to ham-
per summer crop planting, while
El Nino is also forecast to blunt
the impact of South Asia's crucial
June-September monsoon season.
"We are looking at longer term
dryness in Australia from now
until at least August," said Chris
Hyde, ameteorologist at U.S.-based

DRYNESS
IN AUSTRALIA,

Even if the weather pattern ends
up boosting crop output in the
Americas, the impact in Asia could
reverberate across global food mar-
kets.

Wheat prices dropped to two-
and-half year lows this
week, while corn and
soybeans have

U TYIDEN eased  from
SOUTHEAST ASIA multi-year

peaks set in

METEOROLOGISTS 2022, when the

FORECAST BELOW NORMAL [Sméyy

sl il Ukraine war

US, SOUTH AMERICATO A eibgls

GET MORE RAINS, disrupted world

Maxar. "The seasonal outlook
in India is a weaker than normal
monsoon for the entire country,
extending into Pakistan."

Lower production of cereals and
oilseeds in Asia because of E1Nino
is likely to heighten food inflation
worries for some of the world's
most vulnerable consumers, dash-
ing hopes for further relief from
lower prices in recent months.

THOUGH TIMING
CRUCIAL

supplies.
Australia, which
has produced bumper
wheat crops for three years, had a
good start to the 2023/24 planting
season with ample soil moisture but
is forecast to see below-normal
rains and higher temperatures
during the crucial southern hemi-
sphere winter months.

For Indonesia and Malaysia,

which supply 80% of the world's

palm oil, dryness in the second
half of 2023 could hit 2024
yields."Concerns around dry
weather have heightened as com-
pared with the situation a month
ago. The outlook suggests E1 Nino
is developing," said Phin Ziebell, an
agribusiness economist at National
Australia Bank, noting that Western
Australia, New South Wales and
Queensland have had little rain.

The onset of monsoon rains
across South Asia is likely to be
slightly delayed this year and El
Nino could hit rice and oilseeds
production. "El Nino could develop
during July ... it might have an im-
pact in the second half of the sea-
son," said O.P. Sreejith, a senior
scientist with India Meteorological
Department.

However, Sreejith said India
could get lucky with a weak El
Nino as higher sea-surface tem-
peratures in the Indian Ocean and
southwesterly winds could bring
more rains.

long slog of debate to wrap up work
on the package to ensure the gov-
ernment can keep paying its bills,
and prevent financial upheaval at
home and abroad. Next Monday
is when the Treasury has said the
US would run short of money and
risk a dangerous default.

Biden had been calling law-
makers directly to shore up back-
ing. McCarthy worked to sell scep-
tical fellow Republicans, even
fending off challenges to hislead-
ership. A similar bipartisan effort
from Democrats and Republicans
will be needed in the Senate to
overcome objections.

Overall, the 99-page bill would
make some inroads in curbing the
nation's deficits as Republicans
demanded, without rolling back
Trump-era tax breaks as Biden
wanted. To pass it, Biden and
McCarthy counted on support from
the political centre, a rarity in di-
vided Washington.

A compromise, the package re-
stricts spending for the next two

e

years, suspends the debt ceiling -

into January 2025 and changes some
policies, including imposing new
work requirements for older
Americans receiving food aid and
greenlighting an Appalachian nat-
ural gas line that many Democrats
oppose. It bolsters funds for defence
and veterans, and guts new money
for Internal Revenue Service agents.

Raising the nation's debt limit,
now USD 31 trillion, ensures
Treasury can borrow to pay al-
ready incurred US debts. Top GOP
deal negotiator Rep. Garret Graves
of Louisiana said Republicans
were fighting for budget cuts after

the past years of extra spending, ~

first during the COVID-19 crisis
and later with Biden's Inflation
Reduction Act, with its historic
investment to fight climate change
paid for with revenues elsewhere.

China’s meeting snub
unfortunate: Austin

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tokyo, June 1: US Secretary of
Defence Lloyd Austin stressed the
importance of communication
during a stopover Thursday in
Tokyo, calling it unfortunate that
his Chinese counterpart is refus-
ing to meet him at an upcoming an-
nual security conference in
Singapore, which both men are at-
tending.

On the way to the annual
Shangri-La Dialogue Asian secu-
rity summit this weekend, Austin
held talks with Japanese Defence
Minister Yasukazu Hamada. Noting
China's increasingly assertive mil-
itary actions in international air-

space and waterways in the re-
gion, he told a joint news conference
in Tokyo, “The provocative inter-
cepts of our aircraft and also our
allies' aircraft, that's very con-
cerning, and we would hope that
they would alter their action.”
The United States military said
Tuesday that a Chinese fighter jet

~

flew aggressively close to a U.S. -

Reconnaissance aircraft over the

South China Sea, forcing the ¢

American pilot to fly through the
turbulent wake.
“I'm concerned about at some

point having an incident that could4

very, very quickly spiral out of
control,” Austin said.
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"% India's chip-making plan flounders

We are living in
the world of
‘ COMPANIES STRUGGLE TO FIND TECHNOLOGY PARTNERS

WHITE COLLAR HIRING ACTIVITY FLAT IN MAY

The hiring activity in India’s white-collar
professional segment, remained steady in May and
witnessed multi-sectoral growth across sectors
such as real estate, banking, oil and gas and
pharma. According to the Naukri JobSpeak Index,
the job postings for white collar hiring in May 2023
was at 2,849, as against 2,863 in May 2022.

‘ ‘ India is in the mode of

stability with a proactive
government strengthening every
element of the economy in a
manner which will hold us in good
stead in our pursuit to make India
* a developed nation by 2047

PIYUSH GOVYAL |
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

GST mop-up crosses
1.5 lakh crore for

politics, but we
should be clear of our

objectives... We
remain focused on 1.
economic i

REUTERS

“an important step” in boosting
India’s chip-making ambitions.

development and economic growth New Delhi/Oakland, June 1: Big But things have not gone smoothly
that is India's priority companies including a Foxconn asthe JV tries to hunt for a tech part-
joint venture that bid for India’s $10 ner. The fourth source said Vedanta-

AMITABH KANT | G20 SHERPA
We expect GDP Pa
‘ growthina [
range of 6.5-6.7 ri-_ﬁﬁ--;
per cent in 2023-24, i Q !
domestic drivers and ‘ /
robust capex

supported by strong
momentum of the government

R DINESH | Cll PRESIDENT

billion semiconductor incentives
are struggling due to the lack of a
technology partner, a major set-
back for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s chip-making ambitions.

A planned $3 billion semicon-
ductor facility in India by chip con-
sortium ISMC that counted Israeli
chipmaker Tower as a tech partner
has been stalled due to the com-
pany’s ongoing takeover by Intel,
three people with direct knowl-
edge of the strategy said.

JV; a global consortium ISMC
which counts Tower Semiconductor

“wanted to re-submit (the appli-
cation)” for incentives. The “two of

Foxconn had got on board
STMicroelectronics for licensing
technology, but India’s government
had conveyed it wants STMicro to
have “more skin in the game” - like
astake in the partnership. STMicro
is not keen on that and the talks
remain in limbo, the source added.
“From STM’s perspective, that pro-
posal doesn’t make sense because
they want India market to first be
more mature,” said the person.
Chandrasekhar told Reuters dur-

third month in a row

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 1: GST collections
crossed %1.50 lakh crore for the

May 2023 are 12 per cent higher
than the GST revenues in the same
month last year,” the ministry said.

During the month, revenue from

FAME Il will Asecondmega$19.5billionplan  as a tech partner; and from  them had to drop out,” he said, ing the May 19 interview the  third month in a row, recordinga  import of goods was 12 per cent

‘ gradually to build chips locally by a joint  Singapore-based IGSS Ventures. without elaborating. Vedanta-Foxconn JV was “strug- 12 per centincreasein Mayatover  higher and the revenues from do-
reduce over the venture between India’s Vedanta The Vedanta JV plant is to come Tower is likely to re-evaluate  gling currently to tie up with a  ¥1.57 lakh crore, according to the  mestic transactions (including im-
?‘ﬁ)étggr\: qaunarte_rl?. and Taiwan’s Foxconnisalsopro-  up in Gujarat, while ISMC and  takingpartinthe venturebasedon  technology partner.” official data released Thursday. port of services) are 11 per cent
con tinueﬁo é'e‘ﬁ’\'ler ceeding slowly as their talks to ~ IGSS each committed $3billionfor ~ how its deal talks with Intel pan out, STMicro declined to comment. The collections, tax experts said,  higher than the revenues from these
rope in European chipmaker  plants in two separate southern  two of the sources said. In a statement, Vedanta-Foxconn  reflect a continuation of thegood  sources during the same month

delightful product

options and great value proposition STMicroelectronics asa partngr are state.s..The three sources sald ISMC’s ISMC consortiqm partnersNext  JV CEO, David Reed, said they ecpnomic pet;formance acrossstates  last year. May is the ﬂlird month in
to propel the electrification and deadlocked, a fourth sourcewithdi-  $3billion chipmakingfacilityplans ~ Orbit Ventures did notrespondto  have an agreement with a tech-  witnessed since last year. arow that tax cg]lectlons from goods
green energy penetration in two- rect knowledge said. are currently on hold as Tower  arequestfor comment. Towerand  nology partner to transfer tech- The gross GST revenue col-  sold and services rendered have
wheelers in the country Modi has made chipmakingatop ~ could not proceed to sign binding  Intel declined to comment.  nology with licenses, butdeclined  lected in the month of May, 2023  crossed Z1.501akh crore. In April GST

KN RADHAKRISHNAN |
TVS MOTOR COMPANY DIRECTOR AND CEO

SHORT TAKES

m Foxconn to make
iPhones in K’taka

Bangalore: Apple Inc supplier
Foxconn will start
manufacturing iPhones in the
southern Indian state of
Karnataka by April 2024, the

priority for India’s economic strat-
egy as he wants to “usher in a new
era in electronics manufacturing”
by luring global companies.
India, which expects its semi-
conductor market to be worth $63
billion by 2026, last year received
three applications to set up plants
under the incentive scheme. They
were from the Vedanta-Foxconn

agreements as things remain under
review after Intel acquired it for
$5.4 billion last year. The deal is
pending regulatory approvals.
Talking about India’s semicon-
ductor ambitions, India's deputy IT
minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar
told Reuters in a May 19 interview
ISMC “could not proceed” due to
Intel acquiring Tower, and IGSS

Markets extend losses for

Singapore-based IGSS and India’s
federal IT ministry did not respond
to requests for comment.

Most of the world’s chip output
is limited to a few countries like
Taiwan, and India is a late entrant.
Amid much fanfare, in September,
the Vedanta-Foxconn JV announced
its chip-making plans in Gujarat.
Modi called the $19.5 billion plan

to comment further. In a move
seen to revive investor interest,
India’s IT ministry Wednesday
said the country will start re-invit-
ing applications for chip-making
incentives. This time the compa-
nies can apply until December
next year, as opposed to the initial
phase where there was only a 45
day window.

is %1,57,090 crore of which Central
GST is¥28,411 crore, State GST is
335,828 crore, Integrated GST is
%81,363 crore (including 341,772
crore collected on import of goods)
and cess is 11,489 crore (including
%1,057 crore collected on import
of goods), a finance ministry
statement said.

“The revenues for the month of

Auto sales on growth track

revenues had touched a record high
of %1.871akh crore, while in March
it was ¥1.60 lakh crore.

May is the 14th month in a row
when monthly GST revenues came
in more than 1.4 lakh crore.
Collections have crossed the 1.5
lakh crore-mark for the 5th time
since the implementation of GST
July 1, 2017.

Manufacturing PMI hits

- EzmEEl 2nd day in volatile trade UV T
a Thursday. The land for the y ° ° AGENCIES N
factory would be handed over
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record 60 million tonne (MT) Falling for the second day ina  with 6,500 crore bidspouringinon  Toyota Kirloskar Motor Thursday  cle sales,' including thpse of Brezza, 26,904 units in May 2022. B score below 50 mdlcqtes conh"actl'on.
in May 2023. The miner, along | oW, the 30-share BSE Sensex de-  thefirst day of the offer for sale. reported robust wholesales of pas-  Grand Vitaraand Ertiga, rose 65 per The company's utility ve- “The PMI’s spotlight on soaring
with its subsidiaries, had clined 193.70 points or 0.31 per cent Investors sought 28.76 crore  senger vehicles in the domestic  centto46,243 unitsasagainst28,051  hicles sales last month were at  sales showcases robust demand for
produced 54.7 MT of coal in to settle at 62,428.54 even after a  sharesagainstthe 18.48 croretotal ~ market in May riding on strong  vehicles in the year-ago month, 32,883 units, as against 26,632units ~ Indian-made products both do-
the same month last year, CIL positive beginning. Duringtheday,  shares offered in the 2-day OFS,  demand for SUVs. MSI said. Sales of mid-sizedsedan  inthe year-ago period, agrowthof = mestically and internationally.
said in a statement Thursday. it fell 263.1 points or 0.42 per cent  stock exchange data showed. Other manufacturers such as  Ciaz last month increased to 992 23 per cent. Sales of carsand vans ~ While the upturn in domestic orders
“CIL’s May 2023 production t0 62,359.14. In the broader market,the BSE ~ Tata Motors, Kia and MG Motor  unitsfrom 586 unitsinthe year-ago ~ were at 3 units as comparedto 272  strengthens the foundations of the
rose to a record 60 MT, logging The NSE Nifty fell 46.65 points ~ smallcap gauge climbed 0.61 per  India also reported increase in  period, it added. units in May last year. economy, rising external business
9.5 per cent growth over the or0.25 per centtofinishat18,487.75.  cent and the midcap index ad-  their dispatches to dealers during Rival Hyundai Motor India Ltd Automaker Kia India said its  foster international partnerships and
same month last year with an From the Sensex pack, Bharti ~ vanced 0.11 per cent. the month. said its domestic salesgrew 1491 per  total wholesales increased 3 per  boost India's position in the global
increase of 5.2 MT. ) Airtel fell 3.42 and Kotak Mahindra Among the indices, bankex fell Market leader Maruti Suzuki  centat48,601 units ascomparedto  cent to 24,770 units in May. The  market. Combined, they also gen-
Considering the production for | Bank declined 3.31 per cent. ICICI  0.82 per cent, metal declined 0.79per ~ India (MSI) reported a 15 percent 42,293 units in the year-agomonth.  company undertook a plant main-  erated more employment opportu-
May generally hovers in the Bank, ITC, HDFC Bank, UltraTech  cent, energy (0.65 per cent), finan-  rise in total domestic passenger ~ Tata Motors, however, had amod-  tenance shutdown from May 15-  nities in May,” said Pollyanna De
range of 40-48 MT, the CIL Cement, HCL Technologies and  cial services (0.41 per cent), telecom-  vehicle sales at 1,43,708 units as  erate domestic passenger vehicle  20.Ithad dispatched 24,079 unitsto  Lima, Economics Associate Director
ggf:glljg Sl\')lj;%/ev:lgstr;ﬁ t‘)::tr;ﬁ?igl Maruti were the other major lag-  munication (0.27 per cent)andcom-  compared with 1,24,474 units in  sales growth at 6 per cent posting  dealers in May 2022. at S&P Global Market Intelligence.
All the subsidiaries have li sté d galjds. Tatg Motprs, Hindustan  modities (Q.18 per cent). the same month last year. o 45,878 units 1.ast'month as compared In contrasy, Tqyota Kirloskar Companiqs rggi.stered t.he quick-
positive growth,” the Unilever, Asian Paints, Sun Phaljma, Realty jumped 1.19 per cent, The compgmy’s sales of mini  to 43,341 units in May last year. Motor posteq its hlghest-eyer sales  est expansion in international §a1es
statement said.’Progressive N(?sﬂe, Tata Copsultancy Sgrv1ces, healthcgre (9.84 per cent), con-  cars,comprising Alto anq S-Presso, . Sales .of passenger electr}c ve-  inamonth Wlﬂl a twofoldincrease  for six months, the survey said. '
production in April-May 2023 Wipro, Bajaj Finance, Axis Bank  sumer discretionary (0.64percent),  fell 30 per centto 12236 unitsascom-  hicles, including international  to 20,410 units in May. The au- As per the report, the surge in
was 117.5 MT, 8.6 per cent and IndusInd Bank were among  utilities (0.68 per cent)andIT (0.52  pared with 17,408 unitsintheyear-  business, were at 5,805 units as  tomaker had dispatched 10,216  sales paved the way for stronger in-
higher from 108.2 MT in the the gainers. per cent). ago period, while compact cars  against 3,505 units in the same  unitsinthe same monthlastyear.  creases in production, employment
year-ago period. Meanwhile, S&P Global Ratings Foreign Institutional Investors  sales, including models such as  month a year ago, a growth of 66 MG Motor Indiaalsoreporteda  and quantities of purchases.
said Reliance Industries Ltd's op-  (FIIs) continued to remain, net  Swift, Celerio, Ignis, Baleno and  per cent, the company said in a 25 per cent rise in retail sales at 5,006 With supply chain-conditions
""""""""""""""""""""" erating performance is likely to  buyers, as they bought equities = Drzire, increased 5per centto 71,419  statement. units in May compared tothesame  improving further, companies noted
B Pet r0|, d iesel remain resilient over thenexttwo  worth 3,405.90 crore Wednesday,  units as against 67,947 units in Another homegrown automaker ~ month last year. The companyhad ~ arecord accumulation in input in-

sales soar in May

New Delhi: India’s petrol and
diesel sales soared in May as
agriculture demand picked up
and cars yanked up air-
conditioning with the onset of

years, as the firm's growing pres-

according to exchange data.

May 2022.

Mahindra & Mahindra posted a

sold 4,008 units in May 2022.

ventories, it added.

India to be world’s most significant new aircraft mkt: Barclays

P : sity to travel stimulated by a gov- 6 per cent of the industry back-  Specifically; Airbus has won 65 per
Zl;rtr;n;ﬁgveéglmwrz;zyaydustry INDIA IS CURRENTLY ernment initiative through the log, behind only the US.” cent of orders from Indian carri-
Demand for diesel, the most THE THIRD LARGEST UDAN Regional Connectivity It said the importance of India  ers since 2009 and accounts for 74
consumed fuel in the country AVIATION MARKET IN Scheme has made India a key source to future aerospace financial per-  per cent of India's backlog share,”
accounting for about two- of demand for new aircraft,” the bro- formance canalsobeseeninthefact it said.
fifths of the demand, soared THE WORLD, ONLY kerage said. that it accounts for 10 per cent of The challenge lies in near-term
9.3 per cent to 7.46 million BEHIND THE US AND Indian carriers have the second- the GTF and Leap engines installed ~ production ramp-up execution, in-
tonne in May compared to the largest order book behind the US. fleet (these engines are installedon  cluding the availability of the GTF
year-ago period. In April, CHINA. IN TERMS OF India currently takes 7 per cent of A320neo and MAX planes) com-  engine.
diesel demand had risen 6.7 ! all Boeing and Airbus deliveries, pared to 1 per cent for the previous “India’'s defence spend has seen
per cent year-on-year and the DOMESTIC TRAFFIC and the country is seen taking V2500 and CFM56 engines gener-  an increasing upward trajectory, a
consumption in May was nearly that proportion over time as ation (installed on the A320ceoand 9 per cent-plus CAGR over the last
better than that. Month-on- AGENCIES annual traffic growth is forecast to 737ING). two decades, and we expect de-

month sales rose 4.2 per cent
when compared with 7.16
million tonne of diesel
consumed in April. Petrol sales
rose 10.4 per cent to 3.08
million tonne in May 2023
when compared with the same
period last year. Sales were up
16.5 per cent month-on-month,
the data showed. Petrol and
diesel sales have been on the
rise from the second half of
March on the back of a pick-up
in industrial and agriculture
activity.

New Delhi, June 1: With one of the
highest traffic growth rates in the
world, India is the focal market for
the global aerospace and defence
industry and the world's most sig-
nificant new aircraft market,
Barclays said in a report.

India is currently the third largest
aviation market in the world, only
behind the US and China, in terms
of domestic traffic.

“The growing middle-class pop-
ulation with an increased propen-

remain 200 bps above the long-
term global average.

“With important fleet decisions
to make by IndiGo, Akasa Air, Jet
Airways, the battle for market
share is likely to continue. Any
wins in the Indian market will en-
sure a permanent stream of de-
livery at a time when the share of
China compared to the last decade
is expected to decline with the re-
cent entry into service of Comac's
(C919,” it said.

The importance of India to fu-

ture aftermarket can be seen in
the fact that it accounts for 10 per
cent of the GTF (geared turbofan)
and Leap engines installed fleet
compared to 1 per cent for the pre-
vious V2500 and CFM56 engines
generation.

“India is a focal market for the
global aerospace and defence in-
dustry," Barclays said. "With do-

mestic traffic growth of 11 per cent
CAGR (Compound Annual Growth
Rate) between 2006 and 2019 and an-
nual traffic growth forecast to re-
main 200 bps above the long-term
global average, Indian carriers
have ordered more than 1,400 air-
craft between 2009-22. Indian car-
riers now have the second-largest
order book, with a share more than

In Defence, India's total defence
spend of USD 81.4 billion was glob-
ally the fourth largest in 2022, after
the US, China, and Russia. India has
been the biggest importer of defence
equipment (ahead of Saudi Arabia),
accounting for 11 per cent of global
military equipment imports over
2018-22.

“With the fleet of Indian carri-
ers skewed toward narrow body, we
view Airbus as better positioned
than Boeing, driven by the A320 fam-
ily’s competitive position.

mand to remain elevated given the
rise in China's military spend,” it
said, adding, an analysis of Indian
military equipment indicates a
critical need for more fighter jets
for the Indian Air Force.

With dependence on Russia
on the decline and two squadrons
of Rafale fighters, it saw Rafale
as well positioned for additional

C

orders on top of the Marine vari-
ant order expected to be finalised——

later in the year for the Navy
(26 jets).
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Budapest, June 1: Five months
after scoring the winning penalty
in the World Cup final, Gonzalo
Montiel converted the clinching
spot-Kkick for Sevilla in the Europa

~. League final to beat Jose Mourinho’s
7 Roma. It earned Sevilla a seventh

title in the competition Wednesday.

The Argentina international
sent Roma goakeeper Rui Patricio
the wrong way with his retaken
penalty to seal a 4-1 win in the
shootout after the match finished
1-1 after extra time in Budapest,
where Mourinho was aiming to
maintain his record of having
never lost a final in European com-
petitions.

Gianluca Mancini and Roger
Ibanez failed to convert for Roma
from the spot against Sevilla goal-

keeper Yassine Bounou. Montiel
missed his first attempt but had an-
other chance after Patricio was
judged to have come off his line.

Sevilla has still never lost a final
it has contested in the Europa
League or its precursor, the UEFA
Cup — the team also won the com-
petition in 2006, ‘07, 14, ‘15, ‘16 and
20 — and secured a place in next
season’s Champions League.

At one stage close to the relega-
tion zone in the Spanish league
and already eliminated from the
Champions League, it had looked
like a season to forget for Sevilla.
But clearly it was not over yet. A
new coach, Jose Luis Mendilibar
came in and things turned around
quickly:

Before the final, Mourinho ac-
tually had more European title
wins than Mendilibar had total

SPORTS

“Spanish side leave poor league show behind wrapping up the season with
their seventh Europa League title as they beat Roma in penalty shootout

ROPA LEAGUE

14 B

games managed in those same
competitions. The 62-year-old
Mendilibar’s career is peaking
since joining Sevilla just two months
ago.

As Sevilla players celebrated on
the field, Mourinho kept his calm
and congratulated the Spanish
club on the victory. “We lost a game
but not dignity. I've never gone
home prouder than today,"
Mourinho said. "Great match, great
final. Intense, vibrant.” After re-
ceiving his runners-up medal,
Mourinho took it off and gave it to
a young fan.

Paulo Dybala had put Roma
ahead in the 35th minute at Puskas
Aréna in the Hungarian capital.
Mancini sent a through ball for
Dybala, who netted past Bounou
with a low left-foot shot. The
Argentina forward had recovered

from an ankle injury in time to be
declared fit for the final. It was
Dybala’s fifth goal of the Europa
League, and 17th overall this sea-
son.

Sevilla were only slowly getting
into the match but Ivan Rakitic
came close to equalizing in first-half
stoppage time with a low drive
from 20 meters (yards) that bounced
off the post.

Mendilibar sent on midfielder
Suso and forward Erik Lamela, a
former Roma player, as substitutes
at the start of the second half tore-
juvenate his team.

Sevilla equalised through
Mancini’s own-goal 10 minutes
into the second half when he was
under pressure from Youssef En-
Nesyri. Captain Jesus Navas set
up the goal with a cross from the
right. Navas, a 37-year-old veteran,

was on the team that won Sevilla’s
first Europa League title in 2006.

Substitute Andrea Belotti failed
to beat Bounou in a one-on-one fol-
lowing Lorenzo Pellegrini’s free-kick
seven minutes from time. Suso had
a long-distance shot saved by
Patricio in the dying seconds.

Sevilla held the upper hand in
extra time but didn’t create a clear
scoring chance, and Roma defender
Chris Smalling headed the ball
onto the crossbar at the end.

Replacing former Argentina
coach Jorge Sampaoli in March,
Mendilibar became Sevilla’s third
coach this season with the team just
two points clear of the La Liga rel-
egation zone. His lineup has lost
only two of 11 league games since
then and is now one point off sev-
enth place going into the final
round this weekend.

Djokovic wants to
emulate ‘Tron Man’ ¢

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Paris, June 1: So what exactly
was that metal-looking object about
the size of a bottle cap that was
taped to Novak Djokovic’s chest
at the French Open? He was asked
about it. He didn’t give a straight
answer.

During the changeover between
the end of the first set and the start
of the second during the 22-time
Grand Slam champion’s 7-6(7-2),
6-0, 6-3 victory over Marton
Fucsovics at Roland Garros
Wednesday night, Djokovic re-
moved his reddish polo shirt and
swapped it for another. Nothing
out of the ordinary there, espe-
cially after a set that lasted one
and half hours.

Here’s what was unusual: TV
cameras in Court Philippe Chatrier
zoomed in on some item that was
placed right in the middle of
Djokovic’s chest. Commentators
on Tennis Channel’s broadcast
joked about it having something to
do with the Marvel Comics char-
acter Iron Man, portrayed on the
big screen by Robert Downey Jr.

Maybe someone told Djokovic
about that observation. Because that
was the faux explanation the 36-year-
old father of two offered when a re-
porter wanted him to explain pre-
cisely what that thing really was.

“When I was a kid I liked Iron
Man alot, so I try to impersonate
Iron Man,” Djokovic said with a
smile. And then he went a step fur-
ther. “My team delivers an in-
credibly efficient nanotechnology
to help me deliver my best on the
court, so that’s the biggest secret
of my career,” Djokovic said sar-
castically. “If it wasn’t for that, I
probably wouldn't be sitting here.”

Perhaps a sequel to this saga
will come Friday. That’s when
Djokovic will continue his pursuit
of athird title at the French Open

— and what would be a men’s-
record 23rd major championship
overall, breaking a tie with rival
Rafael Nadal — when he faces No.
29 seed Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina of Spain.

The ‘Kosovo comments’

Djokovic sure seemed like some-
one ready to move on from the lat-
est non-tennis issue he’s been in-
volved in during a Grand Slam
tournament. Criticised after his
previous match for comments about
clashes in northern Kosovo be-
tween ethnic Serbs and NATO-led
peacekeepers, the 22-time major
champion stayed away from polit-
ical matters on Wednesday night.

It was quite different following
his win Wednesday from what hap-
pened after his victory Monday,
when Djokovic drew attention for
writing in Serbian, “Kosovo is the
heart of Serbia. Stop the violence,”
and then speaking out about the
matter at a news conference with
reporters from his home country.

That drew rebukes from a mem-
ber of France’s government, French
Open tournament director Amelie
Mauresmo and the Kosovo tennis
federation.

Sports Minister Amelie Oudea-
Castera warned Djokovic
Wednesday morning not to wade
into such international issues again
at Roland Garros, saying his com-
ments were “not appropriate.”
Speaking on TV station France 2,
Oudea-Castera said Mauresmo en-
couraged Djokovic and his en-
tourage to maintain “neutrality”
on the field of play.

Asked about Oudea-Castera and
Mauresmo, Djokovic responded:
“I'have no more comment on that.
I'said what I needed to say.” As for
the underlying topic, Djokovic said:
“Of course I'm aware that a lot of
people would disagree, but it is
what it is. It’s something that I
stand for. So that’s all.”

India colts beat -
Pak for Junior

‘Pujara, Kohliwould be in - Aystralia

Oval record
Aussies’ minds: Ponting -

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA here in 2021, which was its first

wary of dismal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, June 1: Australia will
have to guard against the “thorn in
their side” Cheteshwar Pujara and
a “back at his best” Virat Kohli if
they are to counter India in the
World Test Championship final at
The Oval next week, feels legendary
cricketer Ricky Ponting.

India’s Test batting mainstay
Pujara could provide valuable in-
sights to his teammates, having
played extensively at Sussex in the
English County Championship,
while Kohli is at his absolute best
having cracked two centuries and
six half-tons for Royal Challengers
Bangalore in the recently-con-
cluded Indian Premier League.

“The Australian team will be
talking about Virat, no doubt about
it, and they’ll be talking about
Pujara. They’re the two,” Ponting
said on “The ICC Review’.

Pujara is known to relish the
challenges thrown at him by
Australian bowlers, having scored
more Test runs and centuries against
them than any other side, and his
contribution would be crucial to
India’s chances of lifting the WT'C
trophy in their second attempt.

“Pujara has been a thorn in their
side a lot in the past, and in
Australia, and this wicket will po-
8 tentially be a lot more like an
~—Australian pitch. They know that
they’ll have to get him early;” opined

the former Australian captain.

Pujara, who bats at No.3, has
2,033 runs and five centuries in 24
Tests against Australia, and skip-
per Rohit Sharma will hope he
makes a couple of more vital con-
tributions for the side in the WTC
final.

Kohli, apart from his sparkling
form in the IPL, had smashed 186
in the fourth Test against Australia
in March during the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy and would be
itching to have a go at the Pat
Cummins-led side.

“They also know that Virat over
thelast few weeks is probably just
about back to his absolute best, al-
beit in T20 cricket. He told me that
the feeling he’s getting right now
is that he’s almost back to his best,
and that’s an ominous warning
for the Australians going into a
one-off game,” said Ponting.

Ponting is also mightily im-
pressed with young Shubman Gill’s
performance in the IPL and the
23-year-old’s exploits in the last
two Tests of the Border-Gavaskar
series.

“He looks like a terrific young
guy. He’s got that bit of attitude
about him as well. He’s got a bit of
swagger. He has some serious class.
That sort of front-foot pull shot
that he plays against the fast bowlers
will be a shot that he’ll probably
need against this Australian at-
tack,” said Ponting.

Melbourne, June 1: As Australia
begin preparations for the World
Test Championship final against
India, the men from Down Under
would be eager to put their past
struggles at The Oval behind them.

In over 140 years of Test cricket
in England, Australia have had
one of the worst records at The
Oval, which will host the final from
June 7to 11 between the top two Test
sides.

Australia, who played at The
Oval in 1880 in what was the first-
ever Test in England, have managed
amere seven wins from 38 Tests at
the famous South London venue,
putting their success rate at the
venue at 18.42 per cent, their poor-
est across England.

Australia have won just twice
in the past 50 years at The Oval. On
the other hand, they have 17 wins

from 29 matches at The Lord’sata
success rate of 43.59 per cent, which
is better than hosts England’s 39.72
per cent from 141 games and South
Africa’s 33.33 per cent at the same
venue.

Australia have a success rate of
34.62 per cent at Headingley, 30.43
per cent at Trent Bridge, and 29.03

per cent and 26.67 per cent at Old
Trafford and Edgbaston respec-
tively.

India, on the other hand, haven’t
fared too well at the venue either
having won two, drawn seven and
lost five games. But the Rohit
Sharma-led side will be boosted
by the 157-run win over England

_‘-. . victory at the venue in a Test match

in 40 years.

According to cricket.com.au,
Australia will have their first full
training session in the UK on
Thursday in Beckenham, which
is 20km from central London. Pat
Cummins and his men will train
at Kent’s out-ground across the
weekend as both sides will be
granted access to facilities at The
Oval only two days prior to the fix-
ture.

And while The Oval is likely to
favour the pacers, Beckenham is
known to have a batter-friendly
track. Australia finished the 2021-
23 WTC cycle on top of the table,
their only loss being the 2-1 away
defeat to India earlier this year.
They haven’t beaten the Men in
Blue, both home and away, in eight
years - four successive series de-
feats.

PSG coach confirms Messi’s departure

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Paris, June 1: Lionel Messi will
leave Paris Saint-Germain at the
end of the season after two years
at the club, coach Christophe
Galtier said Thursday. Galter said
ahead of PSG’s game against
Clermont Saturday that it would
be Messi’s last match at the Parc
des Princes. Messi’s contract ex-
pires at the end of June.

“I'had the privilege of coaching
the best player in the history of
football,” Galtier said. “This will
be his last match at the Parc des
Princes, and I hope that he will re-
ceive the warmest of welcomes.”

PSG recruited Messi in August
2021 with the ambition to finally
win the Champions League. The
team is still waiting. Although
PSG won their 11th French league
title this year, it again exited
Europe’s top tournament in the
round of 16.

Messi’s adventure in France
has been bitter sweet. In spite of
pretty good statistics, he has been
embodying the team’s shortcom-
ings in the view of many PSG
fans who have repeatedly whis-
tled and booed his name in recent
weeks.

After struggling to adapt to the
French league — the seven-time
Ballon d’Or winner scored only six
league goals in his first 26 games
— Messi has improved this season
as he developed an efficient un-
derstanding with forward Kylian
Mbappe.

In 31 league matches, the 35-
year-old Messi has scored 16 goals
and delivered as many assists. In
all competitions, Messi netted 21
goals and had 20 assists for PSG.

“This year, he has been an im-
portant part of the team, always
available, always committed dur-
ing training sessions,” Galtier
said. “I don’t think any of the

comments or criticisms are jus-
tified.” Despite Galtier’s support,
PSG’s appreciation of Messi has 2% W&
not always been so positive. .
Earlier this season, the club
suspended the World Cup win-
ner following a trip to Saudi
Arabia without the club’s
permission. Messi has a \
commercial contract
with Saudi Arabia
to promote tourism
in the Middle
Eastern country
and has been
linked withalu-
crative move * y
thereattheend - /
of the season. AN |
There has also B
been talk of are-
turn to Barcelona,
where he spent the
majority of his career,
or to the United Statesto ™~
play in MLS.

Asia Cup crown

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Salalah (Oman), June 1: India’s
junior men’s hockey team main-
tained its continental supremacy
as it beat arch-rivals Pakistan 2-1
to emerge Asia Cup champions
here Thursday.

Angad Bir Singh (13th minute)
and Araijeet Singh Hundal (20th)
scored for India while Pakistan
managed to pull one back through
Abdul Basharat (37th). This was
India’s fourth title, having earlier
won the tournament in 2004, 2008
and 2015. Pakistan have won the
tournament in 1987, 1992 and 1996.

India went on the offensive from
the first minute as they quickly
earned a penalty corner through
their first move but failed to capi-
talise. India’s failure to convert
penalty corner again came to light
in the sixth minute when Sunit
Lakra’s drag-flick was saved by
the Pakistani goalkeeper.

However in the 12th minute of
the opening quarter, India drew
first blood when Angad Bir tapped
one home from close range after
Araijeet Singh Hundal’s shot was
deflected off the goalmouth melee.

Hundal, one of the brightest tal-
ents among Indian hockey’s Gen-
Next, increased the lead to 2-0 ashe
received a delivery at the centre of
the striking circle. He controlled and
took a turn and smashed the ball
home.

India made repeated raids into
the Pakistan defensive third but
the finish was lacking on most oc-
casions even as they took a healthy
2-0 lead at halftime.

However, Pakistan pressed hard
after the breather and it was Abdul
Basharat, who pulled one back in
the 37th minute when Abdul Shahid
set the former up with a perfect as-
sist.

The final quarter saw Pakistan

make a flurry of attacks with as ¢

they got at least three penalty cor-
ners in quick succession but the

chances were wasted. In the 50th
minute, Indian custodian Mohith—-

Shashikumar made a diving save.

1 Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159
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