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Actor Sobhita Dhulipala says she faced
rejection at the beginning of her career
for not being fair enough

UNPLEASANT EXPERIENCE
HS Prannoy suffers a straight-game loss to
end India’s campaign at the Taipei Open
Super 300 tournament

PRANNOY BOWS OUT

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

PM Modi said there can be no ifs or buts in dealing
with terrorism in his address to the Joint Meeting of
the US Congress

INTERNATIONAL | P10

MODI ADDRESSES US CONGRESS
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Didn’t I say facing the press is 
quite easy? All you need is 
untruths, half-truths & lies

INDEX                         VARIATION
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To fight unitedly against BJP in 2024 LS polls setting aside differences 

We are one: 17 Oppn parties
AGENCIES

Patna, June 23: As many as 17
Opposition parties Friday re-
solved to fight 2024 Lok Sabha
elections unitedly to defeat BJP
and work with flexibility by set-
ting aside their differences and
will meet in Shimla next month
to chalk out a joint strategy.

Addressing a joint press con-
ference after an almost four-
hour meeting during which lead-
ers of  these parties expressed
their views, Bihar CM Nitish
Kumar said they will meet in
the next few days to give final
shape to their plan of  fighting to-
gether. “We had a good meeting
and several leaders expressed
their views during the meeting.
Seventeen parties have decided
to work together and contest the
Lok Sabha elections unitedly,” he
told reporters.

The meeting is viewed as a
starting point for Opposition
unity ahead of  Lok Sabha polls
to unitedly take on the Narendra
Modi-led BJP. 

Sources said differences
emerged between the AAP and
the Congress after Arvind
Kejriwal insisted that the grand
old party should make its stand
public on the Delhi ordinance fail-
ing which it would not be possible
for his party to attend future
meetings of  the Opposition.

“The black ordinance is anti-
constitutional, anti-federalism,
and outright undemocratic...

Congress’ hesitation and refusal
to act as a team player, espe-
cially on an issue as important
as this one, would make it very
difficult for the AAP to be a part
of  any alliance that includes
Congress,” the AAP said in a
statement. 

Congress chief  Mallikarjun
Kharge announced that the next
meeting would be held in Shimla
next month. “We have decided to
prepare a common agenda and
will take decisions in the next
meeting on how to move for-
ward,” he said.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
said, “We may have some dif-
ferences but have decided to
work together with flexibility
and will work to protect our ide-
ology.”

As many as 32 leaders of  these

parties participated in the meet-
ing at the Bihar CM’s 1, Aney
Marg, residence here.

West Bengal CM and TMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee said
the first meet was organised in
Patna as “Whatever starts from
Patna, takes the shape of  the
public movement.” “If  this dic-
tatorial government (NDA) re-
turns this time, there will be no
elections in future,” she said. 

NCP supremo Sharad Pawar
said just like the JP movement,
“our united front will get the
blessings of  the public.”

“The message from Patna
meeting is clear for all of  us that
we need to work together to save
the country,” said Samajwadi
Party leader Akhilesh Yadav
who thanked all the leaders for
making it for the meeting.

Jharkhand CM and JMM
leader Hemant Soren said today’s
beginning will prove to be a mile-
stone for the country and all
leaders will move together with
a positive thinking.

RJD supremo Lalu Prasad
said people of  the country “want
us to fight unitedly” against the
BJP and the RSS.

NC leader Omar Abdullah
said that 17 parties from Kashmir
to Kanyakumari have come to-
gether “not for power, but for
principles.”

CPI-M leader Sitaram Yechury
said the main issue is to protect
the character of  our secular
democratic country which the
“BJP wants to change.”

CPI leader D Raja alleged BJP’s
rule has become “disastrous and
detrimental” to Constitution. 

Seventeen parties have
decided to work
together and contest the

Lok Sabha elections unitedly
BIHAR CM NITISH KUMAR

If this dictatorial
government (NDA)
returns this time, there

will be no elections in future
WEST BENGAL CM MAMATA BANERJEE

We may have some
differences but have
decided to work together

with flexibility
CONGRESS LEADER RAHUL GANDHI

AGENCIES

New York, June 23: Wendy
Rush, the wife of  missing
OceanGate CEO Stockton Rush,
is the great-great-grandchild of
Titanic passengers Isidor and
Ida Straus, according to The
New York Times.

Wendy is the communications
director at OceanGate, the com-
pany that led the expedition to
the world’s most famous ship-
wreck. The announcement that
no one survived Thursday
brought a tragic end to a five-day
saga that included an urgent
around-the-clock search for the
vessel known as the Titan. 

First-class passenger Isidor
Straus refused to take a seat on
a lifeboat when women and chil-

dren were still waiting to get off
the sinking ship, and he was
joined by his wife Ida, who would
not leave his side.

The couple, who were among

the richest passengers aboard,
were seen standing arm-in-arm
on the deck of  the liner when it
went down, says the newspaper.

A fictionalised version of  the

couple’s story was seen in the 1997
film ‘Titanic’ by James Cameron,
which featured a shot of  an older
couple embracing in bed as the
cold Atlantic waters rose around
their cabin.

Meanwhile, investigation into
what happened was underway
and would continue in the area
around Titanic where debris
from the submersible was found,
said Rear Adm. John Mauger,
of  the First Coast Guard District.

“I know there are also a lot of
questions about how, why and
when did this happen. Those
are questions we will collect as
much information as we can
about now,” Mauger said, adding
that it was a “complex case” that
happened in a remote part of
the ocean. 

OceanGate CEO’s wife a descendant of Titanic victims
THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT NO ONE SURVIVED BROUGHT A TRAGIC END TO THE ROUND-THE-CLOCK SEARCH FOR THE TITAN

Isidor and Ida Straus; (R) Wendy Rush

PAK BILLIONAIRE’S
SON WAS RELUCTANT
Karachi: Suleman Dawood, the son
of Pakistani billionaire and among
the five people who died after a ‘cat-
astrophic implosion’ of the Titan
submersible, was terrified of the
daring expedition, his aunt has said.
Speaking to NBC News, the elder sis-
ter of Pakistani businessman
Shahzada Dawood said she is
‘absolutely heartbroken.’ He joined
the expedition because it was impor-
tant to his Titanic-obsessed father.
“I feel very bad that the whole world
has had to go through so much
trauma, so much suspense,” Azmeh
told NBC News. Azmeh said she
wouldn’t have gotten into the Titan
‘for a million dollars.”

AGENCIES

Mumbai, June 23: Inflation is
slowing down personal con-
sumption expenditure, which
in turn is moderating corporate
sales and holding back private
investment in capacity creation,
said a Reserve Bank paper Friday.

The paper, authored by a team
led by RBI Deputy Governor
Michael Debabrata Patra, un-
derlined the need for lowering in-
flation to revive consumer spend-
ing and boost corporate revenues
and profitability.

The retail inflation based on
the consumer price index, which
remained above 5% during 2022-
23, is now on the decline and fell
to a two-year low of  4.25% in
May, following RBI’s monetary

policy actions and government
measures.

“Recent national accounts
data and corporate results when
read in conjunction clearly show
that inflation is slowing down per-
sonal consumption expenditure.
This, in turn, is moderating cor-
porate sales and holding back
private investment in capacity
creation,” said the article pub-
lished in the RBI’s latest bul-
letin. The RBI, however, said the
views expressed in the bulletin
articles are of  authors and do not
represent views of  the RBI.

The article stressed that bring-
ing down inflation and stabilis-
ing inflation expectations will re-
vive consumer spending, and
boost corporate revenues and
profitability. 

Monsoon covers
whole of Odisha
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  June 23:
Southwest monsoon, which cov-
ered three districts Thursday,
has advanced further and covered
the entire state, Friday.

The regional centre of  India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said light to moderate
rainfall occurred at most places
over the districts of  Odisha with
heavy rainfall at one or two
places during the last 24 hours.

Highest 32 mm rainfall was
recorded at Jajpur town, fol-
lowed by Gopalpur (24.8 mm),
Chandbali (20.6) and Berhampur
(5.4) and Paradip (5).

Many parts of  the state are
likely to witness heavy rain ac-
tivity during the next four days,
it said.

According to the IMD bulletin,
heavy to very heavy rainfall
would occur at one or two places
over the districts of  Cuttack,
Jajpur, Dhenkanal, Keonjhar,
Mayurbhanj, Balasore, Bhadrak,
Kendrapara, Jagatsinghpur,
Khurda, Puri, Nayagarh, Angul,
Kandhamal, Boudh, Sonepur,
Sambalpur,  Deo g arh,  and
Sundargarh. 

Inflation slowing down 
consumption: RBI paper

DESTROYED BY DELUGE: Villagers gather near a collapsed bridge over the Daranga River at flood-hit Kumrikata in Baksa district of Assam, Friday PTI PHOTO 

GYAN RAJNAN MOHAPATRA, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 23: The
Vigilance department Friday
unearthed `3.02 crore in cash
along with other assets during
raids on multiple properties of
Additional Sub-Collector of
Nabarangpur, Prasanta Kumar
Rout. 

The searches were carried out
on the strength of  a search war-
rant issued by Special Judge,
Vigilance, Sundargarh, over al-
legations that Rout amassed as-
sets disproportionate to his
known sources of  income. 

Nine teams of  Vigilance com-
prising two additional SPs, seven
DSPs, eight inspectors and other
staff  conducted raids at nine
places including the double-sto-
ried residential house of  Rout at
Kanan Vihar, here, residence
and of f ice  chamber  at
Nabarangpur and paternal house
in Bhadark district. 

The sleuths during the raid
at Rout’s Kanan Vihar house
came to know that he was trying
to throw six cartons and a brief-
case from his building to the ter-
race of  his neighbour. The offi-
cials seized the six cash-filled
cartons and briefcase from Rout’s
residence here. 

Vigilance sleuths later re-
covered `2, 03, 00,500 concealed
in packets from the Bhubaneswar
residence and `88, 93,300 lakh
from the Nabarangpur residence
of  Rout.  Later, another Rs 10,
37,000 in cash concealed behind
a bookshel f  in  Rout ’s

Bhubaneswar residence was
seized by the sleuths. 

This is second highest cash
seizure by the Odisha Vigilance
ever. April 7, 2022, the anti-cor-
ruption sleuths had seized cash
`3,41,66,280 from the possession
of  Kartikeswar Raul, then as-
sistant engineer at the minor
irrigation office in Bhanjanagar.

“Rout seems to have made reg-
ular cash deposits in a number
of  benami bank accounts. Details
of  one such account opened in
the name of  an acquaintance
has been collected wherein `21
lakh cash deposits are suspected
to have been made by Rout from
2019 onwards. The bank docu-
ments, passbook, ATM card have
been recovered from the house
of  Rout in Bhubaneswar,” a
Vigilance source said. 

The sleuths also unearthed
bank and insurance deposits
over `41 lakh, two 4-wheelers
and one 2-wheeler, gold and sil-
ver jewellery and household ar-
ticles worth over `21.35 lakh.

`3 crore cash found
at officer’s houses

Sahitya Akademi
award for Sarangi 

Bhubaneswar:
Odia writer Jugal
Kishore Sarangi
has been selected
for the prestigious
Bal Sahitya
Puraskar of the

Sahitya Akademi for his short
stories book ‘Jejenka Gapa Ganthili.’
The Executive Board of the Sahitya
Akademi in its meeting held Friday
under the Chairmanship of its
President Madhav Kaushik
approved the selection of 22
writers for the Sahitya Akademi’s
Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2023.  The
award in the form of a casket
containing an engraved copper
plaque and a cheque of Rs 50,000
will be presented to the awardees
at a special function to be held at a
later date.

US, India to end 6
disputes at WTO
New York: The US and India have
agreed to terminate six
outstanding disputes at the World
Trade Organisation, the US Trade
Representative’s office said in a
statement after a meeting between
President Joe Biden and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. India also
agreed to remove retaliatory tariffs
on certain US products including
chickpeas, lentils, and other goods,
the statement said.  The six
disputes include three initiated by
India and as many by the US. P11

SHORT TAKES



Sobhita faced rejection
for not being fair 
Mumbai: Actress Sobhita Dhulipala is preparing for the launch

of  the second part of  her web series, The Night Manager featur-
ing alongside Anil Kapoor and Aditya Roy Kapur. 

During a recent interview, the actress disclosed that she faced  re-
jection for her complexion and physical appearance, being labeled
as “not fair” and “not pretty enough” during her auditions for ad-
vertisements.

She revealed that in her past experience working in
advertising, she faced frequent comments about
her inadequate fairness and lack of  conven-
tional beauty. Nevertheless, these remarks

did not discourage her; instead, they helped her
recognize that society’s definition of  beauty
was limited and restricted. She said, “When

you are starting out, everything is a battle. I
am not from the movies. I remember in

my ad auditions I was told many times
that I am not ‘gori’ (fair) enough. I

was told to my face that I am not
pretty enough.”

In response, she explained
that rather than allowing those

opinions to discourage her,
she began exploring inno-
vative ways to remain in-
volved in the industry she
deeply cared about. Her
passion for the field fueled
her determination to find
alternative avenues where
she could express her cre-
ativity.                        AGENCIES

Mumbai: Shah Rukh Khan’s darling daugh-
ter is all set to spell her magic as she’s gear-
ing up for her acting debut in Zoya Akhtar’s
The Archies. But before that Suhana has
turned ‘agriculturist’ with a huge invest-
ment.

The upcoming actress has reportedly
bought a farm land worth Rs 13 crore.
The land is located in Thal village,
Alibaug and is just a 12-minute drive
from Alibaug town. The point worth
noticing is that the documents describe
Suhana as an “agriculturist”

According to a report, “The transaction
registered on June 1 shows that 1.5-acre
agricultural land along with 2,218 sq ft
of  structures on it has been purchased.
A stamp duty of   Rs 77.46 lakh was
paid by Suhana, the registration doc-
uments accessed and shared by
IndexTap.com showed. The land was
purchased from three sisters Anjali,
Rekha and Priya Khot, who inherited
the land from their parents. The prop-
erty is registered in the name of  Déjà
Vu Farm Pvt Ltd, on which SRK’s
mother-in-law Savita Chhibber and sis-
ter-in-law Namita Chhibber are direc-
tors.”

Well, Suhana isn’t the first one to buy
a land in Alibaugh. Many top actors like
Deepika Padukone and Ranveer Singh,
Anushka Sharma-Virat Kohli have al-
ready made a whopping investment in
hug properties.

Shah Rukh himself  owns a luxurious sea-
facing property in Thal village of  Alibaug
that comes with a swimming pool and a

helipad. AGENCIES

Suhana turns
‘agriculturalist’

Rekha’s secret talent revealed
Mumbai: Veteran actress Rekha has a

secret talent. She likes to sketch with
charcoal, director of  the television show

Ghum Hain Kisikey Pyaar Meiin,
Siddharth Jenna has revealed.

Sharing his experience of  directing
Rekha for the promo, Siddharth
Jenna shared, “I was super excited

and elated when I got to know that
I am supposed to direct Rekhaji.

It has been an absolute pleasure
to work with Rekhaji. She is
what she is because of  her dis-
cipline, passion, punctuality,
and hunger to give more than
100 per cent in all her per-
formances.”

He called Rekha, a direc-
tor’s dream actress, and
learnt from her that if  one

gives their heart and soul to
what they do, good things will
follow.

He further mentioned:
“While we had a painting se-
quence in the scene, she was
having fun doing some inter-
esting strokes with the brush
on the canvas. I thought those
were some professional strokes. I
asked her if  she paints, and she nod-
ded a ‘no’ with a smile. Then she re-
vealed that she loves to sketch with
charcoal.”

Ghum Hain Kisikey Pyaar Meiin,
produced by Rajesh Ram Singh, Piya
Bajpiee, Pradeep Kumar, and Shaika
Parween, airs on StarPlus from
Monday to Sunday.

AGENCIES

P2 COSTNER’S EX-WIFE DEMANDS 
$248K FOR CHILD SUPPORT

leisure
Actor Kevin Costner’s ex-wife Christine
Baumgartner has made a demand for
$248,000 a month from her ex-husband for
child support, which was revealed by
court documents in the midst of their
tumultuous divorce.

No Hard Feelings actress Jennifer Lawrence says
she is not okay working with Method actors. “I
would be nervous to work with someone who’s
Method,” she said. “Because I would have no
idea how to talk to them, because like, do I have
to be in character?” she added.
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AQUARIUS
You will take the road to
spirituality today and give a
miss to materialism. You
will visit temples, other religious places,
and spiritual leaders to find answers for
some of your questions. It will, however,
take a while for you to distinguish
between mysticism and materialism, and
understand that you can have the best of
both worlds.

PISCES
You will not take matters to
heart needlessly today, and
will instead calmly evaluate
the bitter words of others to see if there is
a grain of truth in them somewhere. This is
a good practice and one that should be
continued. While you won't be in the mood
to tolerate any injustice, you will be able to
forgive those who have wronged you and
will thus be able to refrain from stoking fur-
ther, the fires of enmity, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
It's time for some entertain-
ment. Movies, picnics and
dining out is on your mind.
Invite your beloved and enjoy quality time
with each other. Also, you will spend time
with you family and friends, and attend a
music concert together.

LIBRA
Ganesha says you will have
a good time with your fami-
ly members and will have
fun with them. You will also be able to
organize a picnic or a party for your fami-
ly members and enjoy the day with them.
Ganesha says you will go out for a trip to
a religious place or temple, which will
enhance your mind and ideas.

SCORPIO
Your sixth sense would work
wonders today, as per to
what Ganesha has to say.
Trust your instincts and work accordingly.
Work enthusiastically and dedicatedly.
When the pressure of work mounts on
you, take a break and unwind with the
help of soft music.

LEO
Your pride and self-confi-
dence will help you to excel
in whatever task it is that
you take up today. Other people will also
praise you. You will buy new clothes and
other possessions that you have been
desiring since a long time, says Ganesha.

VIRGO
Today will be a pleasant day
full of surprises and unfore-
seen changes. You may go
for a long drive with your beloved. The
trip will be very interesting and will calm
your frayed nerves. All in all, Ganesha
says, it is an optimistic and happy day, so
go ahead and get the best out of it.

GEMINI
You will want some change in
your daily routine today. You
are likely to be fed up of the
rut of daily life and are looking for a refresh-
ing change. You need to apply your inherent
creativity to your work to get more satisfac-
tion out of it and to ease the boredom of
your daily schedule, says Ganesha.

CANCER
Don't meddle in others'
affairs today, suggests
Ganesha. For they will not
take it kindly. Adopt the middle path.
Ganesha feels that you must keep your
bravado and boldness in check.

ARIES
Your attractive personality
is always at the disposal of
others, and today you could
benefit immensely through it. However,
there is room for improvement and you
could be drawn towards charity work.
Ganesha says you will surely feel satis-
fied by helping the needy.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
This day you will tend to be
too bossy, too harsh on your
subordinates or employees
and end up making them miserable as
well as hostile. Their insubordination
could corrode the respect you get and, in
addition, make things unworkable. This
acrimony and ill will is sure to spread and
foul up your larger professional connec-
tions and interests. 

CAPRICORN
Actions speak louder than
words. Your sincere efforts
and honest intentions will
motivate others also to put in their best,
feels Ganesha. You'll be like a friend,
philosopher and guide to them. People
will follow you, but it has a darker side to
as many will even over take you.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

LAWRENCE SAYS METHOD 
ACTORS MAKE HER ‘NERVOUS’

Mumbai: Actress Shahana
Goswami, best known for her

roles in films such as Rock On!,
Midnight’s Children and Tu
Hai Mera Sunday, said that
she has actively chosen roles
which ‘challenge conven-
tional narratives’ to repre-
sent real women.

She said: “I have actively
chosen roles that challenge con-

ventional narratives, opting for
characters that break away from

cliches. I want to represent real women who one can relate
to.”

In an industry where social connections and networking
play a pivotal role, Goswami decided to let her acting do the
talking instead.

Elaborating on the topic, Goswami said: “The measure
of  success lies in the quality of  one’s work rather than the
number of  connections they have. Throughout my career,

I have prioritised my work over party appearances and
meetings. Every job is a by-product of  some work.

When you land on a set, your director wants to know
if  you can develop a deep understanding of  char-

acters, deliver nuanced performances, and leave
a lasting impact on audiences.”

The actress was most recently seen in
the film Zwigato and the web series

Hush-Hush.
IANS

Shahana
wants to 
play real
women



REUTERS

Washington, June 23: The US
health regulator has granted
accelerated approval to Sarepta
Therapeutics’ first-of-its-kind
gene therapy for Duchenne
Muscular Dystrophy (DMD), an
inherited progressive muscle-
wasting disorder that almost al-
ways affects young boys.

Sarepta said the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) had
approved the treatment for chil-
dren aged between four and five
years who can walk. It was ini-
tially seeking approval for all
DMD patients who can walk.

The therapy’s wholesale ac-
quisition cost is $3.2 million,
CEO Douglas Ingram said on a
conference call with investors.

The world’s most expensive

treatment, a gene therapy for
bleeding disorder hemophilia
from Australian drugmaker CSL
Ltd, carries a list price of  $3.5
million.

The agency's decision comes
after several delays and ques-
tions over the effectiveness of  the
therapy, which will be sold under
the brand name Elevidys.

Elevidys could change the
way that DMD patients, who
rarely survive beyond their thir-
ties, are treated. Currently, ap-
proved steroids and some ther-
apies  for  specific  genetic
mutations only control symp-
toms and slow disease progres-
sion.

In a mid-stage trial, Sarepta’s
gene therapy was able to pro-
duce a mini version of  the dys-
trophin protein needed to help
keep muscles intact, but did not
improve patient clinical out-
comes like their ability to walk
and stand.

A late-stage study to confirm
the treatment's effectiveness is
underway and initial data from
it is expected by December.

Current options for DMD pa-
tients are limited. Of  four new
‘exon-skipping’ therapies - in-
tended for a smaller group of
patients with specific genetic
mutations - three are from
Sarepta. They require weekly
infusions and work by skipping

specific parts of  genes, called
exons, with the aim of  allow-
ing the body to form shorter
forms of  the dystrophin pro-
tein. 

Elevidys should not be used in
patients with any deletion in
exon 8 and exon 9 in the DMD

gene, the company said on
Thursday.

Sarepta’s infrastructure is
prepared to support the launch
of  Elevidys and it could take
about four months to get to pa-
tients even with a limited target
population, Ingram said ahead

of  the approval.
DMD affects an estimated

one-in-3,500 male births world-
wide, according to the National
O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  R a r e
Disorders.

“We will have a very successful
launch and I think we’ll expand
this label successfully early next
year,”  Sare pta ' s  Ing ram
said.Elevidys could become a
multibillion-dollar product,
William Blair analyst Tim Lugo
said in a note.

A green light for Sarepta's
treatment could open the doors
for more effective gene thera-
pies, experts and analysts have
said. Pfizer is also developing a
gene therapy for DMD.

A late-stage trial of  126 pa-
tients is ongoing at Sarepta, and
will be pivotal in expanding the
patient population and gaining
a traditional approval.

Roche acquired the commer-
cial rights to Elevidys outside the
United States under a 2019 deal.
Sarepta remains in charge of
clinical development, but it splits
the costs with Roche. 

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

P3
SATURDAY | JUNE 24 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR

CULTURAL EVENT

Girls perform during an
event organised at the
Gundicha Temple in
Chandini Chowk area 
of Cuttack, Friday

COVID-19 TRACKER 

downtown

THE THERAPY, CALLED
ELEVIDYS, WILL COST
$3.2 MILLION PER
PATIENT

US approves Sarepta’s gene therapy for DMD in kids
CM sanctions `30L for
3 patients of Balasore
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik Friday sanctioned Rs 30 lakh from
the Chief  Minister’s Relief  Fund (CMRF) for
the treatment of  three patients of  Balasore
suf fering from Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy (DMD), an official said.

According to the CMO, Kiran Kumar
Mall ik  and Suraj  Kumar Mall ik  of
Khantapada and Dibyanshu Dixit of  Simulia,
all of  Balasore district, are suffering from
DMD, a rare muscular disease, for a long.

As all three patients are poor and unable
to bear the expensive treatment, the CM
has released a one-time grant of  Rs 10 lakh
to each patient for their treatment.  

Elevidys could change the way that DMD patients, who
rarely survive beyond their thirties, are treated. Currently,
approved steroids and some therapies for specific genetic

mutations only control symptoms and slow disease
progression

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 23: The
ruling Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
Friday slammed the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) over dis-
continuance of  Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY) and non-sanction of
7 lakh Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) houses.

This comes in the backdrop of
BJP national president JP
Nadda’s speech at Bhawanipatna
that targeted the Odisha gov-
ernment.

In his reaction, BJD spokesper-
son Sasmit Patra said, “Nadda’s
speech was aimed at motivat-
ing the state BJP leaders and
cadre who are demoralised and
frustrated due to their massive
losses to the BJD in byelections
as well as losing all 30 districts
of  Odisha to our party in 2022
Zilla Parishad elections.”

It would have been proper if  he
had clarified when the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre will restart
providing 5 kg rice per person per
month under PMGKAY, Patra

said. “It would have been good
if  he (Nadda) had clarified when
the 7 lakh Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) houses would
be provided to Odisha that has
been blocked by the Centre due
to the conspiracy by Odisha BJP
MPs at Delhi,” the parliamen-
tarian added.

Had the state BJP leaders prop-

erly briefed Nadda about Biju
Swasthya Kalyan Yojana (BSKY),
he would have appreciated how
BSKY provides Rs 10 lakh of
health insurance for women –
double the amount provided
under Ayushman Bharat, Patra
pointed out.

The BJD leader said 4.5 crore
people of  Odisha have blessed
CM Naveen Patnaik with five
consecutive terms in office, and
23 years and counting. 

“It’s because he (Naveen)
serves them (people of  Odisha)
and they in turn love him. People
who believe in serving and not
ruling will understand this,”
Patra maintained.

Earlier in the day, Nadda ac-
cused the state government of
“outsourcing the administra-
tion to bureaucrats”.

“I wonder who has been run-
ning Odisha! Is this the officers
or leaders who are running this
state? I want to know this.
Someone told me that it’s actu-
ally the officers who are run-
ning the state, they are ruling it,”
Nadda said.

BJD SLAMS BJP OVER
FREE RICE, HOUSING 

FOR A GLIMPSE: Devotees make a beeline to have a darshan of the sibling deities at ‘Adapa Mandap’ at Gundicha Temple in Puri, Friday OP PHOTO

INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 69,00,68,151  66,24,96,191 68,89,432  

India 4,49,92,293  4,44,57,720  5,31,886  

Odisha 13,36,304   13,26,915 9,204

FOR A CAUSE: An awareness drive against child labour being flagged off at Cuttack Collector’s office, 
Friday OP PHOTO

This comes in the 
backdrop of BJP national

president JP Nadda’s
speech at Bhawanipatna
that targeted the Odisha

government

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, June 23: The Orissa
High Court has quashed the
murder charge levelled against
former Malkangiri Collector
Manish Agarwal for the death of
his personal assistant (PA) under
mysterious circumstances in
2019.

The single Judge Bench of
Justice Sashikanta Mishra, how-
ever, sustained the charge of
abetment to suicide and crimi-
nal conspiracy against the IAS
officer and other accused in the
case, LiveLaw reported.

According to the case details,
Deba Narayan Panda, who was
working as PA to the then
Malkangiri Collector Manish
Agarwal, went missing December
27, 2019. 

The next day, Fire Services
personnel recovered his body
from Satiguda dam site. 

The autopsy disclosed the
cause of  death as antemortem
drowning and its complications,
it was learnt.

On November 13, 2020, Panda’s
wife approached the Malkangiri
SDJM court alleging that her
husband went to the residence
of  the Collector at about 10am on
the fateful day and never re-
turned thereafter. 

It was alleged that Agarwal
was responsible for Panda’s
death.

The SDJM court forwarded
the complaint to the police to
register an FIR and conduct in-
vestigation as per Section 156(3)
of  the CrPC. 

Upon completion of  the
probe, the investigating offi-
cer submitted the closure re-
port holding that no foul play
was involved in the death of
Panda and that the accused
persons had not committed
any offence.

However, Panda’s wife filed a
protest petition against the sub-
mission of  the final report by the
police. 

In the protest petition, she al-
leged that the matter was not
properly investigated and that the
involvement of  the Collector in
Panda’s death was being delib-
erately kept under cover.

Accordingly,  the  SDJM
recorded the initial statement
of  the complainant. 

Four witnesses were exam-
ined on behalf  of  the complainant
whereupon the SDJM directed the
complainant to file requisites
by an order of  January 2023.

Being aggrieved, the Collector
and other accused approached
the HC seeking to quash the
order of  cognizance.

The HC took note of  the facts

and observed that the only alle-
gation made by the complainant
against the petitioner-Collector
is that April 4, 2018 he had asked
Panda as to who are the people
or projects or agencies who con-
tributed money to the Collector
either on monthly basis or on
work-to-work basis.

The complainant also alleged
that the Collector wanted to
know who were the people who
usually did the collection. 

The Collector allegedly asked
Panda whether he can take up the
responsibility of  collecting com-
mission on his behalf. 

When the deceased expressed
his inability to make such col-
lection, the petitioner was visi-
bly upset.

After examining the available
materials, the HC was of  the
view that neither the medical
evidence nor the petitions and
statements of  the complainant
as also that of  the other wit-
nesses contained, prima facie,
any evidence to even suggest
that the death was homicidal in
nature.

Therefore, the HC expressed
inability to sustain the charge of
murder (under Section 302 IPC)
against the petitioners. 

The court, however, sustained
the charge of  abetment to suicide
and criminal conspiracy against
the IAS officer and other ac-
cused in the case.

Accordingly, the trial court
was directed to conclude the
trial as expeditiously as possi-
ble and ideally within eight
months.

Orissa HC drops murder charge 
against Malkangiri ex-Collector 

SUSPICIOUS
DEATH OF PA

Bhadrak ex-DSWO
arrested in DA case
GYAN RANJAN MOHAPATRA, OP

Bhubaneswar,  June 23:
Vigilance sleuths Friday arrested
Bhadrak’s former District Social
Welfare Officer (DSWO) Jayanti
Behera on charges of  possessing
145 per cent disproportionate
assets (DA).

“After a thorough search, in-
ventory and further enquiry, the
income, expenditure and assets
of  Jayanti Behera, ex-District
Social Welfare Officer, Bhadrak,
A/p-Social Welfare Officer (SWO)
(Hdqrs), W&CD Department,
Bhubaneswar were calculated
and she was found in posses-
sion of  disproportionate assets
which were 145% in excess of
her known sources of  income,”
the Odisha Vigilance said in a
media statement.

On Thursday, the anti-cor-
ruption sleuths carried out si-
multaneous raids at 11 places re-
lated to Behera on allegations
of  possessing DA. The Vigilance
sleuths carried out searches at
a double-storey and two triple-
storey buildings, office chamber
of  Behera’s son and houses of
her associates in Balasore dis-
trict, rented accommodation
and office chamber of  Behera
in Bhadrak district, and two
three-BHK flats in Gautam
Nagar and Old Town areas in
Bhubaneswar.

As many as 11 teams of  the
Vigilance comprising one addi-
tional SP, four DSPs, eight in-
spectors, two sub-inspectors,
three assistant sub-inspectors
conducted the searches on the
strength of  search warrants is-
sued by the Special Vigilance
Court of  Balasore.

During the  search,  the
Vigilance officials claimed to
have found three multi-storey
buildings in Balasore, two flats
in Bhubaneswar, eight plots in
prime locations of  Balasore,
postal and insurance deposits
of  Rs 1.61 crore, Rs 2.79 lakh in
cash, silver ornaments worth
2.112 kg, gold jewellery and house-
hold articles worth over Rs 7.39
lakh and a four-wheeler apart
from a few other assets in the
name of  Behera and her family
members. 

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar,  June 23:
Nandankanan Zoological Park
(NZP), on the outskirts of  the
Capital city, will be transformed
into a world-class zoo under the
state government’s 5T initia-
tive, with Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik approving a proposal
of  the Forest department in this
regard, Friday.

Chief  Minister Office (CMO)
sources said that the transfor-
mation of  Nandankanan will
be implemented in two phases.
The first phase of  transforma-
tion will be implemented from

2023 to 2025 and the second phase
from 2025 to 2028.

While the zoological park and
the botanical garden would be
developed in the first phase, the
development of  the Chudanga
forest would be done in the sec-
ond phase. Night safari and sa-
fari complex would be devel-
oped in it.

The Chief  Minister directed
the officials to fully ban the use
of  plastic in Nandankanan and
to complete the transformation
work within the time schedule.

Patnaik, while reviewing the
performance of  the Forest de-
partment May 23 last, had di-

rected the department to pre-
pare a DPR for the transforma-
tion of  Nandankanan.

In the new plan, there is a pro-
vision for developing better ad-
ditional facilities for tourists,
modern frontage and landscap-
ing, tunnel aquarium, water bird
aviary, import of  new animals
from abroad, immersive enclo-
sure,  and to  develop
Nandankanan as a special hub
of  nature education for chil-
dren.

There is a plan to develop
Nandankanan as an attractive
hub on nature education for
children. It will have activity-

based zoological park, nature
education, Nandankanan club
and Zoo Ambassador pro-
g rammes in some special
schools.

At present, Nandankanan has
4,012 animals belonging to 161
species. 

Plan is on to import Holocene
Gibbon, Pig tailed macaque, one
horned rhinoceros, capped lan-
gur, spectacled

monkey, clouded leopard from
north east region of  the county.

Similarly, there is also a pro-
posal  to  bring cassowary,
Kangaroo and Wallaby from
Australia, official sources said.

Nandankanan to be developed as world-class zoo 
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Population living with dia-
betes worldwide, currently
half  a billion, is projected

to more than double to 1.3 billion
in the next 30 years with every
country expected to see an in-
crease, according to a new analy-
sis published in The Lancet.

“The rapid rate at which dia-
betes is growing is not only
alarming but also challenging for
every health system in the world,
especially given how the disease
also increases the risk for is-
chemic heart disease and stroke,”
said Liane Ong, lead author and
Lead Research Scientist at the
Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation (IHME) at  the
University of  Washington's
School of  Medicine, US.

Almost all global cases, 96 per
cent, are type 2 diabetes (T2D),
the researchers said, who used
the Global Burden of  Disease
(GBD) 2021 study and examined
the prevalence, morbidity, and

mortality of  diabetes for 204
countries and territories by age
and sex between 1990 and 2021
and forecasted diabetes preva-
lence to 2050.

The latest and most compre-
hensive calculations showed the
current global prevalence rate to
be 6.1 per cent, making diabetes
one of  the top 10 leading causes
of  death and disability, the analy-
sis said.

At the regional level, the study
found the rate to be the highest
in North Africa and the Middle
East at 9.3 per cent, which is ex-
pected to rise to 16.8 per cent by
2050 and to 11.3 per cent in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

The researchers also found
diabetes to be especially evident
in people 65 and older in every
country, registering a global
prevalence rate of  more than 20
per cent for that demographic.
Regionally, North Africa and the
Middle East had the highest rate

at 39.4 per cent in this age group,
while Central Europe, Eastern
Europe, and Central Asia had
the lowest rate at 19.8 per cent.

All 16 risk factors studied were
associated with T2D, the re-

searchers said, with high BMI
being the primary risk for T2D
and accounting for 52.2 per cent
of  T2D disability and mortality.
Dietary risks, environmen-
tal/occupational risks, tobacco

use, low physical activity, and
alcohol use were other important
risk factors.

“While the general public
might believe that T2D is simply
associated with obesity, lack of

exercise, and a poor diet, pre-
venting and controlling diabetes
is quite complex due to a number
of  factors. That includes some-
one's genetics, as well as logisti-
cal, social, and financial barriers
within a country's structural sys-
tem, especially in low- and mid-
dle-income countries,” said Ong.

“Some people might be quick
to focus on one or a few risk fac-
tors, but that approach doesn't
take into account the conditions
in which people are born and
live that create disparities world-
wide,” said Lauryn Stafford, sec-
ond author and Post-Bachelor
Fellow at IHME.

“Those inequities ultimately
impact people’s access to screen-
ing and treatment and the avail-
ability of  health services. That's
precisely why we need a more
complete picture of  how dia-
betes has been impacting popu-
lations at a granular level,” 
said Stafford. PTI

1.3bn people globally will live with diabetes by 2050
THE LATEST AND MOST

COMPREHENSIVE CALCULATIONS
SHOWED THE CURRENT GLOBAL
PREVALENCE RATE TO BE 6.1%,
MAKING DIABETES ONE OF THE

TOP 10 LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH
AND DISABILITY

AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL, THE
STUDY FOUND THE RATE TO BE THE

HIGHEST IN NORTH AFRICA AND
THE MIDDLE EAST AT 9.3%, WHICH

IS EXPECTED TO RISE TO 
16.8% BY 2050 

ALL 16 RISK FACTORS STUDIED
WERE ASSOCIATED WITH T2D, THE

RESEARCHERS SAID, WITH HIGH
BMI BEING THE PRIMARY RISK FOR

T2D AND ACCOUNTING FOR 
52.2% OF T2D DISABILITY 

AND MORTALITY

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 23: Odisha
is committed to building world-
class facilities to nurture tal-
ents and produce champions of
the future, said Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik on International
Olympic Day Friday. 

Taking to Twitter, Patnaik
said, “Let’s celebrate the spirit
of  sports and remember the
great Olympians who kept India’s
flag high with their sporting ex-
cellence. Odisha is committed
to build world-class facilities to
nurture talents and produce
champions of  the future.” 

The Chief  Minister had re-
cently reviewed the progress of
the manifesto commitments and
achievements of  Sports and
Youth Services department dur-
ing the last four years. Sports
and Youth Services Minister
Tusharkanti Behera had ap-
prised the Chief  Minister that
Odisha has rapidly emerged as
a favoured destination for sports
owing to its exceptional infra-
structure, sporting facilities and
successful organisation of  nu-
merous global competitions. The
state is actively promoting and
nurturing a wide range of  sports,

propelling its journey as a flour-
ishing sports hub.

Over the last four years, sports
budget has reached ̀ 1,217 crore
reflecting the commitment of
state government towards sports
development and promotion.

The state has established itself
as a global hub of  hockey, hav-
ing successfully organised con-
secutive editions of  the FIH

Hockey World Cup in 2018 and
2023. Furthermore, Odisha has
been the venue for prominent
hockey events like FIH Hockey
Junior Men’s World Cup, Pro
League, FIH Olympic Qualifiers,
and FIH Series Finals, solidify-
ing its position as a global des-
tination for hockey. Kalinga
Hockey Stadium and Birsa
Munda Hockey Stadium are the
top stadiums in the world.

It has set a precedent by
launching high performance
centers in various sports disci-
plines in partnership with cor-
porates and eminent sportsper-
sons- a model that has been
lauded widely. It not only ex-
tended its support to Hockey
India by another 10 years but is
also supporting national feder-
ations in football, rugby, kho
kho and swimming.

AFFIDAVIT
Consequent upon an
affidavit duly sworn by me
NIRAD PANI, S/o
BARAJA  PANI,
Rayagada, Gajapati. I have
changed the name of  my
daughter as NIRJHARA
PANI instead of
NAVVANDITA
NIRJHARA PANI.
Henceforth my daughter
will be known as
NIRJHARA PANI for all
official purposes.
Sd./- NIRAD PANI,
Rayagada, Gajapati

AFFIDAVIT

AFFIDAVIT
Geetarani Sahoo, W/o
Santosh Kumar Sahoo,
original Deed & RoR
Holder. Pravati Nayak,
W/o Manoranjan Nayak,
lost original Deed & RoR.
Deed No. 3357/2007/1,
Khata No. 345/904, Plot
No. 479/2818, Mouza
Ebaranga. If  anybody find
it, please contact:
9438436378. 

CLASSIFIED
LOST

INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC DAY 

‘Odisha committed to build 
world-class sports facilities’ 

The state has 
established itself as a
global hub of hockey,
having successfully

organised consecutive
editions of the FIH

Hockey World Cup in
2018 and 2023

ANTI-EVICTION DRIVE: An excavator razing down unauthorised constructions including boundary wall at Jharapada in Bhubaneswar, Friday OP PHOTO

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 23: As per
direction of  the Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik, 5T Secretary
VK Pandian continued the visit
of  Balasore on the second day.

He visited Shantikanan,
Mallikashpur under Balasore
Municipality, paid tribute to
Vyasakabi  Fakir  Mohan
Senapati. He interacted with
members of  Fakir Mohan
Senapati Sahitya Parisad.

Then, 5T Secretary visited
Mission Shakti  Bazar  at
Collectorate and interacted with
the Mission Shakti group mem-
bers. He appreciated the Mission
Shakti Bazar concept and as-
sured support.

Then, 5T Secretary went to
Sahadevkhunta Bus Stand under
Sadar Block and discussed var-
ious issues with the Bus Owners
Association and Truck Owners
Association and reviewed the
progress of  the Bus Stand work
and directed for  i ts  early 
completion.

Later,  he  visi ted  Utkal
Balashram, Sahadevkhunta
under Balasore Municipality.
He visited modern library and
interacted with students.
Attending the programme at the
meeting ground, he interacted
with the Mission Shakti Groups
and the local people, heard their
grievances and assured for the
early redressal.

Pandian then proceeded to
Chandipur under Sadar Block,
and visited the promenade at
Chandipur. He directed the
Balasore Collector for prepara-
tion of  DPR for the development
of  the tourism site.

He visited Chandaneswar
Temple at Chandaneswar under
Bhograi Block, offered prayer
in the temple, interacted with

the temple committee members,
discussed on temple develop-
ment. Also, interacted with peo-
ple, and heard their grievances.
He directed the Collector to pre-
pare a DPR for beautification
and development  of  Lord
Chandaneswar Temple.

5T Secretary visited Manoj
Das Memorial at Sankhari, under
Bhograi Block, reviewed the
progress of  the memorial mon-
ument work and directed the of-
ficials to expedite the work for
its early completion.

He proceeded to Talasari meet-
ing ground under Bhograi Block,
interacted with the WSHG mem-
bers and local community, heard
their grievances and assured
for their early redressal.

Thereafter, he visited Talasari
area promenade at Udaypur
under Bhograi Block, reviewed
the progress of  the work and di-
rected to expedite its early com-
pletion.

He proceeded to the meeting
ground at Laxmannath under

Jaleswar block, interacted with
local people and Mission Shakti
Groups, heard grievances and di-
rected the district administration
for early resolution.

5T Secretary visited Multi-
purpose hall at Jaleswar and in-
teracted with the sportspersons
and assured them support.

Then, 5T Secretary proceeded
to Baharda under Basta Block,
visited the proposed wholesale
fish market to be taken up at a
cost of  `70 crore. 

Later,  he  proceeded to
Langaleswar meeting ground
under Baliapal Block, interacted
with Mission Shakti Groups,
local people and other commu-
nities, heard their grievances
and assured for early redressal.

Special Secretary to CM and
Sports and youth services sec-
retary R Vineel Krishna, DIG
Himanshu Lal ,  Col lector
Dattatraya Bhausaheb Shinde,
SP Sagarika Nath and district
level officials accompanied 5T
Secretary during the visit.

5T Secy continues Balasore
tour, reviews devpt works 

REPAIRING WORK: Workers mending the railway tracks at Vani Vihar railway station in Bhubaneswar, Friday OP PHOTO

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 23: In a bid
to give wings to the young chil-
dren’s dreams of  flying high,
the Bhubaneswar Knights Round
Table 230 and Bhubaneswar
Queens Ladies Circle 130 or-
ganised a ‘Flight of  Fantasy’ for
20 students (14 girls and 6 boys)
and four  teachers  of
Vivekananda Shikshya Kendra.

The children and their teach-
ers boarded the ‘F light of
Fantasy’ from Bhubaneswar air-
port to Kolkata June 21 while
they returned to the City the
next day. 

Governor Ganeshi Lal had
flagged off  the students’ bus to
the airport. Earlier, the children
met Lal at Governor’s House
where the latter interacted with
them and motivated them to
dream big and become good cit-
izens. Bhubaneswar-North MLA
Susanta Kumar Rout met the
students at the airport and
wished everyone a  happy 
journey. 

“It is for the first time that
these students are flying in an air-
plane and they are very excited,”
said Amrita Kedia, chairperson
of  Bhubaneswar Queens Ladies
Circle 130.  

Kedia said that the ‘Flight of
Fantasy’ is a great initiative that
allows children to live their
dreams. “Through this initia-
tive, we help children celebrate
their childhood and enjoy a
‘money can’t buy’ moment and
also motivate them to work hard
to achieve their dreams.’ 

CM hails nurses for bagging nat’l award
Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister Friday congratulated the two nurses from Odisha who were
conferred with the National Florence Nightingale Award by President Droupadi Murmu
for the years 2022 and 2023, respectively at a function held at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in
New Delhi Thursday. In his social media account, CM said, “My best wishes to two nurses
from Odisha, Sebati Sahoo and Manjulata Maharana, who have been awarded 'National
Florence Nightingale' by the President for their outstanding work in the field of health-
care. Your dedicated work in protecting so many precious lives is highly appreciated and
emulated by all.” The award was instituted by the Centre in the year 1973 as a mark of
recognition for the meritorious services rendered by the nurses and nursing profession-
als to the society. Sebati is currently working as a nursing officer at the district head-
quarters hospital in Nabarangpur and has 18 years of clinical experience. Manjulata, on
the other hand, is working as an ANM at the Sahaspur health sub-centre in Puri. 

‘Flight of Fantasy’
joyride for schoolkids

Couple adopts 6-yr-old girl
Cuttack: A childless American couple-
David and his wife Anna adopted a six-
year-old girl child at a function organ-
ised at the District Collector’s office
here Friday. The girl child was given up
for adoption by Basundhara, an outfit.



c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

SATURDAY | JUNE 24 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR state P5

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhawanipatna, June 23: BJP
president JP Nadda Friday said
that leaders who were jailed by
former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi during the Emergency
were now welcoming her grand-
son Rahul Gandhi.

The BJP president also ac-
cused opposition Congress of
feeling discomfort when world
leaders praise Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Referring to the opposition
meeting in Patna which was or-
ganised by Bihar Chief  Minister
Nitish Kumar and attended by his

ally RJD supremo Lalu Prasad,
Nadda said both were arrested
during the Emergency when
they were student leaders par-
ticipating in the movement of
Jay Prakash Narayan.

Addressing a public meeting
in Bhawanipatna in Kalahandi
district, Nadda said, “Strange
things are happening in politics
today. Leaders jailed by former
PM Indira Gandhi have now
joined hands with her grand-
son Rahul Gandhi.”

He said Prasad was jailed for
22 months, while Kumar was be-
hind the bars for 20 months dur-
ing the period.

“I saw Uddhav Thackeray
reaching Patna to attend the
opposition meeting. His father,
‘ H i n d u  H r i d ay  S a m r at ’
Balasaheb Thackeray was op-
posed to the Congress all along.
Balasaheb had once said he will
shut the ‘dukaan’ (referring to
his political party Shiv Sena)
rather than joining the Congress.
Now, his son is closing the
‘dukaan’, Nadda said.

Nadda said Modi is strongly op-
posed to dynasty politics and in-
troduced politics of  develop-
ment in the country.

He claimed Congress was un-
able to digest Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s praise by world
leaders. Two days ago, Modi
visited the US, met leaders and
the world believes that his lead-
ership has given India a new
direction, he said.

The BJP president claimed
that Modi is highly admired and
loved by leaders across the world.

Some call him (Modi) ‘hero’,
some ‘boss’, some ‘reformer-in-
chief ’ while some call him ‘great
patriot’. But, it is unfortunate that
this cannot be digested by the
Congress, leaders of  which call
Modi derogatory names, he said.

Leaders jailed by Indira now
welcoming Rahul: JP Nadda

Referring to the opposition meeting in Patna organised by Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar and attended by his ally RJD supremo Lalu Prasad, Nadda

said both were arrested during the Emergency

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kujang, June 23: As many as
52 families who had been driven
out of  their village near here in
Jagatsinghpur district by the
anti-Posco activists in 2007 have
approached the Odisha Human
Rights Commission (OHRC) after
failing to get compensation for
the loss they had incurred dur-
ing the period of  anti-Posco ag-
itation, June 12, 2007, a report said
Friday. 

In the plaint filed before the
rights body they have alleged of
not receiving any compensation
for their losses. 

Their complaint also says that
they were tortured by the anti-
Posco activists and driven out of
Patana village under Dhinkia
panchayat of  Jagatsinghpur dis-
trict, June 26, 2007 as they co-
operated in establishment of  the
Posco project after being urged
by the government to do so. 

As a result, hundreds of  anti-
Posco activists barged into their
village tortured them and drove
them out of  their houses and
village. The affected villagers
had then lodged a complaint at
the Kujang police station.

The affected families were
then rehabil i tated  at  the
Bhutmundai High School by the
then Collector and SP. However,
they failed to lead a normal life
following which the leader of
the affected families Chandan
Mohanty and elders of  seven
panchayats met the Chief
Minister with the help of  the
district administration and re-
quested him to help them re-
turn back to their villages. 

In view of  the importance of
the Posco project, the Chief
Minister reportedly had urged
them not to go back to their vil-
lage and instead take shelter in
nearby Damodar Women’s
College. The Chief  Minister also
asked the district administra-
tion to take the responsibility
of  providing them food, health-
care and look after the studies of
their children. 

Meanwhile, the members of
anti-Posco group pulled down
their houses destroyed their be-
longings that they had left behind
in the village while fleeing. The
anti-Posco activists also stole
their livestock.

The affected families again
drew the attention of  the Chief
Minister to which the latter as-
sured to bear all the expenses to-
wards their loss by the state gov-
er nment .  Later,  Posco
constructed a transit camp with
tinned roofs at Badagabapur vil-
lage and rehabilitated them in
January, 2008. Around 217 mem-
bers of  the affected families were
provided with `2,000 for food
which was insufficient for them.
The district administration then
asked them to return to their
village. However, the `2,000 aid
towards food was stopped in 2014

after the Posco project failed to
take off. Left with no option, all
the 30 families sought apology
from the anti-Posco activists and
returned to their village. 

However, around 22 families in-
cluding their leaders Chandan
Mohanty and Rabindra Sahu
did not return until the district
administration intervened. Two
months after their return, they
submitted an estimate of  their
losses which they had incurred
while staying outside their na-
tive village. The estimate in-
cludes their houses, betel vines,
livestock and cashew orchards.

Later,  for mer minister
Raghunandan Das and the then
Collector met Patana villagers
and urged them to assist in land
acquisition for establishment of
industries in their area. Das and
the then Collector also assured
them that the state government
will bear all the losses that they
had incurred during the Pocso
agitation period. 

The affected villagers met the
Chief  Minister and submitted a
written complaint after they
were not paid with compensation.
However, as the compensation
never came by they have now
visited the OHRC and submitted
a written complaint.

POSCO AFTERMATH

52 affected families move OHRC
IN THE PLAINT FILED BEFORE THE RIGHTS BODY THEY HAVE ALLEGED OF

NOT RECEIVING ANY COMPENSATION FOR THEIR LOSSES
POST NEWS NETWORK

Saintala, June 23: Allegations
of  poor quality of  construction
and misappropriation of  funds
have surfaced over the con-
struction of  check dams in
Bolangir district. 

The first such allegation is
about the check dam being built
by the Irrigation department at
an estimated cost of  ̀ 41 lakh at
Jal ia  Babamath of
Kandhakelgaon under this block.
Locals alleged that the contrac-
tor allotted with the job is using
low quality cement and 12mm
iron rods instead of  the 16mm in
construction of  the dam. They
pointed out that the contractor
has adopted such means to make
a hefty profit and added that it
has been possible as government
officials are not visiting the con-
struction site on a regular basis.

Locals are apprehensive about
the durability of  the check dam.
An employee of  the construc-
tion company remained tight-

lipped when asked on the alle-
gations. 

Similar allegations have also
surfaced over the construction
of  another check dam at Makri
village under Dharabagarh pan-
chayat. Locals also alleged that
the contractor who bagged the
tender is not doing the job on
his own. On the other hand, he
has distributed work to local
builders after taking his cut. 

Meanwhile cracks have al-
ready developed in a check dam
which is  being  buil t  at
Kukurakhai creek under Kansar
panchayat. The total project cost
is over `36 lakh. This has hap-
pened due to the use of  poor
quality cement, locals alleged. 

Officials of  the Irrigation
department refused to talk on
this issue when contacted over
the phone. However, Bolangir
d i s t r i c t  s u b - c o l l e c t o r
Dayamaya Padhi said that the
complaints will be probed and
appropriate action will be
taken accordingly. 

Bolangir locals unhappy with
check dam construction works
Use of poor quality cement and misappropriation

of funds rampant, allege locals  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, June 23: In a
tragic incident, a woman and
her mother-in-law were elec-
trocuted to death in front of
her two-year-old son at Tabataila
village under Jujumura police
limits in Sambalpur district,
Friday morning.

The deceased were identified
as Padmini Mirdha (35) and her
mother-in-law Sata Mirdha. 

Fortunately, after the inci-

dent, the child was saved as he
came out of  the house crying
rather than going to her elec-
trocuted mother.

As per reports, Sata got elec-
trocuted while trying to plug a
wire on the board around 8am
Friday. Upon hearing her scream,
her daughter-in-law Padmini
came to her rescue but got elec-
trocuted to death. 

When the boy came out of
the house crying, a youth from
their neighbourhood went in-

side with the child to verify the
incident. The family members
then rushed both to Jujumura
hospital, where the doctors pro-
nounced them ‘brought dead’.
Later, post-mortem was done
at VIMSAR, Burla. 

Informed, Jujumura police
registered a case in this regard
and handed over the bodies to her
family members after the post-
mortem. A pal of  gloom de-
scended in the area after the
news spread. 

2 WOMEN ELECTROCUTED 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, June 23: Fulkerya,
an Odisha-based lifestyle brand,
creates eco-conscious products
in categories across fashion,
home décor and accessories.
This is a CSR initiative of  SAIL,
Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP).
Eight such start-up initiatives
have been provided with fi-
nancial support as part of  its
CSR initiative so as to strengthen
the initiatives like Skill India,
Start-up India and Vocal for
L o c a l  e n d e avo u r s  o f  t h e
Government of  India. 

This start-up was started in
2017 by Product Designer Sarita
Nilima Ekka who is an NID
Ahmedabad alumni and former
software engineer Udit Oram.
Fulkerya, the brand is commit-
ted to the ideals of  simplicity,
good quality and green con-
sumption.

The mantra the brand is fol-
lowing is to go for the local prod-
ucts and for that, it is using lo-
cally available resources. It is
using scrap wood and bamboo
widely available in the region as
raw material for its products.
Each of  the team members is
trained and involved in every
step of  the production process,
right from the collection of  wood
and bamboo, to designing and
processing through a series of
manual and high-end machines
and equipment. Each of  the 
designs is sketched and then
the design layout is developed

in the computers which are
again loaded into the laser ma-
chines to get the desired shapes
and sizes.

The team has developed more
than 70 designs of  earrings, ear
studs and key chains and is fur-
ther working on them to keep up
with the trend and market de-
mands. It has also been making
jewellery boxes, tea-coasters,
trays, wooden diaries, pen stands,
wooden world-map, dining sets,
sofa sets, centre tables, wooden
planters etc.

Apart from designing the
product, eco-friendly packag-

ing with its own design is what
makes the entire product spe-
cial. The products are available
both online as well as offline
through social media handles
and in exhibitions. 

Fulkerya adds life to waste creating livelihood

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada/Kalyansinghpur,
June 23: Maoist posters have
resurfaced in Niyamagiri region
in Rayagada district, reports
said Friday. The Bamsadhara-
Nagabali-Ghumusura (Baghuna)
Mao committee has pasted four
Mao posters at Parsali village
under Kalyansinghpur block.

In the letters, the Red rebels de-
manded to ban organisations
like ‘Shining Kalahandi’ and
‘Opilipi’ as these organisations
“acted like brokers of  Vedanta
company”. In the letter, the ul-
tras called for mass agitation
against the mining works at
Niyamagiri hills to protest
against handing over forest land
rights to capitalists by snatching
the tribals’ land. The poster,
which  also warned against mak-
ing Niyamagiri a tourist centre,
was allegedly put up by CPI
Maoists and Baghuna divisional
committee. 

If  a tourist centre is con-
structed at Niyamagiri, then
outsiders will play with the mod-
esty of  the Dangaria girls and
ladies, Dangaria language, tra-
dition, culture will be hampered,
the poster read. Do not present
Dangaria people like animals,
and behave with them rudely,
the poster added along with de-
mand to construct a model school
and a TB hospital. 

Red posters resurface
in Rayagada district

NETWORK WOES: Youths from various villages under Lanjigarh block in Kalahandi district use their mobile phones after climbing atop a nearby hill to get 
internet connection, Friday OP PHOTO

Kanas/Nabarangpur: As many as 30
health workers from across the
nation including two from state
were conferred with National
Florence Nightingale Award for
their remarkable service in the
healthcare sector. In a special
programme held Thursday at New
Delhi, President Droupadi Murmu
awarded 15 health workers each
for the years 2022 and 2023. Nurse
Manjulata of Sahaspur sub-health
centre under Kadua panchayat in
Puri district has been in service for
the last 19 years. After completing
ANM training in 2007, she started
her job at National Health Mission.
Apart from zero infant mortality in
her area, 89 per cent vaccination,
delivery of 104 women during
floods and Covid-19, are some of
her achievements that made her an
example for other health workers.
Similarly, Sebati of Nabarangpur
district has been dedicated
towards her profession for last 20
years. Currently, she is working as
a nurshing officer in ICU
department of DHH. Sebati not only
reached remote areas for creating
awareness but also provided
quality services to people. 

2 from Odisha bag
Nightingale Award
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T he appointment of  Nitin Agarwal as the new Director General
of  the Border Security Force (BSF) comes at a crucial time, co-
inciding with the bi-annual four-day border talks between the BSF

and its Bangladesh counterpart, the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB),
in Delhi. Those in the know informed DKB that CRPF DG Sujoy Lal
Thaosen, who was holding additional charge of  BSF until now, headed
the BSF during the talks.

This move reflects a strategic shift in India’s approach towards se-
curing its borders and signifies a renewed commitment to addressing
the complex challenges faced along the Pakistan and Bangladesh bor-
ders. Agarwal’s extensive experience, fresh perspective and expertise
in border management and counter-insurgency operations make him
a valuable asset in leading the BSF. He has served in the Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB), another border guarding force under the command of  the
Ministry of  Home Affairs (MHA), apart from working in various ca-
pacities in his cadre state of  Kerala.

In today’s complex geo-political environment, the BSF’s effectiveness
in securing our borders relies on seamless cooperation with intelligence
agencies, local law enforcement and the Indian Army. Agarwal’s lead-
ership and ability to forge partnerships will be crucial in fostering syn-
ergy among these entities and effectively facilitating joint operations
to counter transnational threats.

When babus go wild
The suspension of  IAS officer Girdhar and IPS officer Sushil Kumar

Bishnoi in Rajasthan following a brawl was necessary to address the
public outcry and ensure a fair investigation. However, this shocking
incident raises broader questions about civil servants’ selection and
training processes. Many in the
public are now questioning what
the LBS Academy in Mussoorie
is teaching the trainee civil ser-
vants and whether ethics is part
of  the UPSC exam or training.

After the incident in which
the two 2019-batch officers allegedly used hockey sticks to beat up
hotel staff  in Ajmer, in the presence of  policemen, it is only natural to
question how these individuals who have recently joined the services
already feel entitled to abuse their power and resort to violence.

The episode has highlighted the need for continuous monitoring and
accountability mechanisms within the civil service. It does not take much
time for such incidents to tarnish the reputation of  the all-India serv-
ices and erode public trust, never high to begin with, in our babus. It
is essential to thoroughly investigate the actions of  the two officials
and ensure that any misconduct is met with appropriate disciplinary
measures.

Chief  Minister Ashok Gehlot, striving to retain power in the upcoming
Assembly elections, must move swiftly and ensure that such shame-
ful incidents are not repeated. While the state Vigilance Department’s
probe is a step in the right direction, it should not end there.

TN government locks out CBI
The Central Bureau of  Investigation (CBI) may be feeling increas-

ingly locked out, with Tamil Nadu joining the list of  opposition-ruled
states that have withdrawn their general consent to the CBI to probe
cases within the state. Now the CBI cannot register any case, conduct
raids or probe Central government employees in Tamil Nadu without
taking due sanctions from the MK Stalin government.

Though not entirely unexpected, the decision raises questions about
the motivation and implications of  the move on governance and ac-
countability. Although the DMK government’s decision will limit the
CBI’s investigative powers, observers say that it won’t keep the central
agencies at bay. The withdrawal of  consent applies only to future cases
and not to cases already registered and under investigation.

Sources have informed DKB that the state’s consent is not required
if  the order for an investigation comes from the Supreme Court or the
High Court. In any case, the withdrawal of  consent applies only to the
CBI. Other Central agencies such as the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) or Enforcement Directorate (ED) can continue to probe any case
anywhere in the country. So, the Tamil Nadu government may have made
its political point about the Modi sarkar targeting opposition-ruled states
by using central agencies, but it may be just that. The fear of  “arbitrary
actions” by central agencies other than the CBI will still linger.

Share a babu experience! Follow 
dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect

I nnovation can have a pro-
found effect on our lives.
Thanks to technological ad-

vances that reduced the price of
solar energy by nearly 90% be-
tween 2009 and 2019. Likewise,
agricultural innovation has
helped to triple the amount of
food grown per hectare since
1960.  And mRNA vaccine tech-
nology has saved countless lives
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Societies have established var-
ious mechanisms to encourage
innovation.  While these mech-
anisms foster innovation, they are
not perfect. In some areas, com-
mercial investment incentives
fall far short of  what is required,
and the needs of  the poor too
often go unaddressed. Certain
innovations, such as emissions-
reduction technologies, benefit
everyone rather than the cus-
tomer. This means that their
price does not fully reflect their
value to society, reducing pri-
vate companies’ incentives to
develop them. 

Similarly, there is a need for in-
novations that improve how gov-
ernments deliver essential serv-
ices, such as teaching children
math or protecting vulnerable in-
dividuals and communities from

climate change. But such inno-
vations are often difficult to mon-
etize.

As a result, innovations aimed
at serving the poorest segments
of  society are frequently over-
looked. To mobilize investment
in projects designed to assist
those living in poverty, we helped
establish social innovation funds
in the United States and France.
Development  Innovation
Ventures (DIV) at the US Agency
for International Development,
and the Fund for Innovation in
Development (FID) at the Agence
Française de Développement
both take a page from venture
capital’s playbook, but focus on
currently underserved areas.

These funds identify innova-
tions that can be scaled up, either
by the agencies hosting them or
by other governments, NGOs,
or private companies. For ex-
ample, DIV’s early, relatively
modest investments in targeted
instruction in India provided
the necessary proof  of  concept
that facilitated the Zambian gov-
ernment’s almost-nationwide
expansion of  the model, with
assistance from the US govern-
ment. Millions of  children in a
dozen African countries now

reap the benefits of  these highly
effective pedagogical programs.

This approach has been enor-
mously successful. We recently
analyzed the impact of  the first
two years of  DIV investments,
which included software to sup-
port community health work-
ers in delivering basic services,
water-treatment dispensers, and
affordable glasses for presby-
opia. Innovations funded by DIV
during this period have affected
more than 100 million people
and generated at least $17 of  so-
cial benefits for every $1 invested. 

Much like venture capital, a
handful of  “superstar” innova-
tions account for most of  the
benefits. For both venture-capi-
tal and social innovation funds,
the majority of  innovations have
modest impacts or do not pan
out, but a few big successes can
justify the entire portfolio and
drive returns. Nine of  the 41 in-
novations funded by DIV in its
first two years reached more
than one million people. We were
able to put a dollar value on five
of  them. By 2019, these five in-
novations generated $281 mil-
lion in social benefits, repre-
senting a seventeen-fold return
on the entire portfolio, including

administrative costs.
Given the riskiness of  in-

vestments in innovation, there
is always the fear that a fund
could fail to identify the super-
stars or overcommit to mediocre
or failed projects. DIV and FID
have managed to avoid this and
generate robust returns on their
investments.

At a time when aid budgets
are under renewed pressure, one
way to maximize the impact of
spending is through open, tiered,
evidence-based social innova-
tion funds like DIV and FID. The
evidence suggests that such funds
can deliver tremendous returns
on investment and avoid throw-
ing good money after bad. By
identifying, testing, and rapidly
scaling up the most promising in-
novations, they provide a pow-
erful tool for reducing global
poverty and achieving other so-
cially desirable goals.

Esther Duflo is Professor
of  Poverty Alleviation and
Development Economics at
MIT and at the Collège de

France. Michael Kremer is a
University Professor in

Economics at the University
of  Chicago 
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BREAKING NEW GROUNDS!
T

he much-awaited state
visit of  Prime Minister
Modi to the United
States has happened.

Not only in India, across the
world, perhaps for the first time,
attention is focused on it. Modi
was accorded the singular ho-
nour of  addressing the US
Congress for the second time,
after a couple of  leaders like
Winston Churchill and Nelson
Mandela. He becomes the only
major world leader to do so.
This is not a small recognition
which United States of  America
bestows, and the American gov-
ernment is not an admirer of
Modi. This honour signifies the
American intent of  embracing
India as a partner. 

Many an observer is won-
dering, why America is rolling
the red carpet for Modi, who
was once denied a visa as Chief
Minister of  Gujarat for his con-
troversial role in the communal
pogrom in 2002. On a TV panel
debate I was asked the very
question. My answer was as
follows:

America is not cuddling Modi
as a person. They are warming
up to the most populous coun-
try in the world and potentially
the biggest market. Estimates are
that by 2030, India will have a
working population of  1 billion
which is more than the G-8 pop-
ulation. Furthermore, India’s
per capita mobile data con-
sumption ranks number one in
the world, which is more than
that of  the US and China com-
bined. Americans have noticed
how people in India’s remote
areas can access sophisticated
healthcare with digital help.
American economists have pre-
dicted the steady growth of  the
Indian economy as that of  China
peaks whenever the Western
countries decide to pull the rug
under its feet. Second, in inter-
governmental transactions, na-
tional interests, an euphemism
for realpolitik, prompt the coun-
tries, not necessarily human
rights. 

Third, to be fair to both Biden
and Modi,  both societies,

American and Indian, face their
respective challenges in up-
holding democracy and human
rights etc. However, Modi’s ‘stoic
silence’ at the time of  violence
against or violation of  the fun-
damental rights of  minorities
in India raises questions about
his attitude towards religious mi-
norities of  non-Indic origin.

The second question amid
the hype and brouhaha in the
media is, what would the visit
accomplish in material terms?
Will the US and India become
allies? America and India may
be fumbling a bit in becoming
formal allies just yet. But the
geo-political situation will nudge
both countries into a formal al-
liance. Ironically, China is the
catalyst that will foster this re-
lationship.

In fact, there has been greater
reluctance on the Indian part
and inconsistency shown by
Americans, as I have repeat-
edly said in this column. Both
leaderships will do well to re-
member the axiomatic advice
proffered by Carol Elizabeth
Mosley Braun, a former US
Senator and diplomat, “In pol-
itics, there are no permanent
friends or permanent enemies,

just permanent interests”. India
will have to shed its sentiments
about the history of  its rela-
tionship with the USSR/Russia
and America will have to stop
its touch-and-go contacts with
China and Pakistan.

Thankfully, there was evi-
dence of  a new mood and strate-
gic shift during this visit. Sample
the words and note the warmth
in the speeches of  both leaders
on the South Lawn of  the White
House. Some may say they are
diplomatic platitudes. But not re-
ally! Again, for the first time,
Indian Americans in a sizeable
number were allowed entry into
the coveted premises of  the
White House. Immigrants and
NRIs display an irrational degree
of  emotion for their home coun-
try. That said, let us also study
the critical agreements made
during this visit.

Biden, in his welcome re-
marks, said three things. He
said that India-American bi-
lateralism “will be a defining re-
lationship of  the 21st century
and will impact world politics”.
Second, he said that the three be-
ginning words in our respec-
tive constitutions, which are,
“We the people” inextricably

bind them together. Third, he un-
derlined that the world is at an
inflection point where multi-
ple challenges are staring at
them. It is time for two big
democracies and two powerful
countries to stand together. The
reference to the war in the pres-
ence of  Modi indicates that
America will push the envelope
on the Ukrainian war and try to
nudge India onto their side
sooner rather than later.

In his reply, Modi was equally
effusive about American’s over-
ture and hospitality. He said "I
cannot thank Biden and the
first lady enough for inviting
me to address the US Congress
for the second time." He added,
post-Covid, world is taking a
new shape. In the new scenario,
the India and American rela-
tionship which is becoming
more determined and strongly
strategic, will contribute to
global good, peace, stability and
prosperity. Modi underscored
the weight of  Indian demogra-
phy as he said, "I bring the as-
pirations and goodwill of  1.4
billion people in India and the
4 million plus Indian Diaspora
in America."

India and the US on 22nd June,
declared number of  agreements
on defence cooperation, criti-
cal emerging technology, health,
environment, issuance of  visas
and space: the last one could
pave the way for an unprece-
dented transfer of  Jet Indian
technology to India.

Some critics point out that
Modi did not get much in strate-
gic terms, as Chinese aggression
against India and occupation
of  its land in Ladakh were not
mentioned. Admittedly, both
countries are treading cau-
tiously but surely on China,
which is the common denomi-
nator in the relationship. So,
all in all, this visit has taken the
next big step in the India-
America relationship.

The writer is Secretary
General of  the Association

for Democratic Socialism
©INFA
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America is not cuddling Modi as a person. They
are warming up to the most populous country in

the world and potentially the biggest market.
Estimates are that by 2030, India will have a

working population of 1 billion which is more
than G-8 population
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The human race tolerates and
accepts the existence of superior
beings only on the condition that
they are at its service

THE MOTHER

INDIA WILL
HAVE TO 

SHED THE 
SENTIMENTS

ABOUT THE 
HISTORY OF ITS
RELATIONSHIP

WITH THE
USSR/RUSSIA

AND AMERICA
WILL HAVE TO

STOP ITS
TOUCH-AND-GO

CONTACTS WITH
CHINA AND

PAKISTAN

DK Giri

WISDOM CORNER
You cannot cross the sea merely by standing and staring at the
water RABINDRANATH TAGORE

Good Wishes Alone Will Not Ensure Peac ALFED NOBEL

Tact is the art of making a point without making an enemy
ISAAC NEWTON

MODI IN AMERICA
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Letters
TO THE EDITOR

GIVEN THE 
RISKINESS OF

INVESTMENTS IN
INNOVATION,

THERE IS ALWAYS
THE FEAR THAT A

FUND COULD
OVERCOMMIT TO

MEDIOCRE OR
FAILED PROJECTS

Esther Duflo and
Michael Kremer

Indo-US ties

Sir, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is on a state visit to the
United States of  America. The multi-day visit aimed at achieving
multiple goals for India. This visit will further strengthen the bi-
lateral relationship between the two nations. The two countries have
signed agreements in different sectors like defence, space, technology,
industry, science, and education. Modi and USA President Joe
Biden have decided to fight the contemporary challenges of  the 21st
century together. The good ties between these two powerful and dem-
ocratic nations could help the world face many global challenges
like terrorism, climate change, expansionism, etc. In the post-
COVID world, both countries face some common challenges like ten-
sion with China, energy crisis due to war, etc. The cooperation be-
tween both countries will also help to counter these challenges. Both
countries possess an essential position in the Indo-Pacific region,
so the two nations are also putting efforts into developing the re-
gion and creating an accessible environment for trade in that re-
gion. So the good relationship between the two oldest democracies
can bring positive outcomes for the whole world.

Deba Prasad Nayak, CUTTACK

Not a pleasant finding

Sir, Recently, there was a series of  mild intensity
quakes and aftershocks in Jammu and Kashmir’s Doda-
-Kishtwar region particularly in the Chenab valley.
People of  the valley are always on their toes because
of  a US study in 2015 that predicted a major earth-
quake of  more than 8 on Richter scale. Some experts
say mild earthquakes upto 5 can prevent more severe
ones by what is called  “release of  tectonic stress”. In
simple words, tectonic stress is the force accumulated
over a period of  time due to interaction of  two earth
plates.  Depending upon the severity of  earthquakes,
India has been divided into four zones.   According to
a study, about sixty percent of  land mass in India is ex-
posed to earthquakes---not a pleasant finding at all.
People should be made aware of  the fact that earthquakes
cannot be predicted, and an aftershock is a natural af-
termath of  the bigger quake that is not even remotely
deadly as the primary quake. 

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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Autohagiography

To commit autohagiography is to write about oneself in an adulatory way.
It has the same relationship to autobiography as a publicist’s puffery

has to objective truth. So far as I know it hasn’t yet reached the pages of
any major dictionary, being one of those words that lurks unnoticed in the
linguistic undergrowth, only occasionally emerging to startle the unwary
reader. The first use of it I can trace is in the title of the book The
Confessions of Aleister Crowley; An Autohagiography, which was published
in 1970. I’ve also seen the adjective autohagiographical, but it seems to be
rare to the point where it is reinvented each time it’s used.The root word
hagiography comes from the Greek agios, “holy”, and was at first applied to
books which described the lives of the saints. Such books had a marked
tendency towards uncritical descriptions. So sometime about the end of
last century hagiography broadened its sense to that of any biographical
work that flatters or idolises its subject.

Wanion

The first generation of editors of the Oxford English Dictionary were
especially literate men and this shows in their definitions, which

sometimes needed a dictionary to interpret them (luckily, the reader
always had one immediately to hand, if a rather cumbersome one). Take
wanion. Its still-current OED definition, written nearly a century ago, says:
“An altered form of ‘waniand’ used in certain formulas of asseveration or
imprecation.” A modern dictionary aiming at plain English definitions
might say instead that in set phrases it meant an emphatic statement or
curse. In itself, wanion means “in the waning of the moon”. It’s from the
Old English verb wanian, to lessen, from which we get wane. You may feel
wanion is too mild and agreeable a word to be attached to a curse, 
but in bygone centuries the waning of the moon was thought to be an
unlucky time. Various fixed expressions took on the word and the idea,
such as with a (wild) wanion (with a plague or with a vengeance), a wanion
on (a curse on) and fetch one a wanion (bring one a misfortune).By the
early nineteenth century the phrases were old-fashioned, if not archaic. 

Throwing good money after good
SPECTRUM SOCIETY

Dilip Cherian   

BABUDOM
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 23: Climate
change at least doubled the
chances of  heat wave in Uttar
Pradesh which swept through
the state recently, causing mul-
tiple hospitalisations, an analy-
sis conducted using a metric
called the Climate Shift Index
(CSI) shows.

Developed by Climate Central,
an independent US-based group
of  scientists and communica-
tors, CSI is a tool that quantifies
the contribution of  climate
change to daily temperatures.
Sixty-eight patients died at the
district  hospital  in Uttar
Pradesh’s Ballia in five days till
Monday amid a punishing heat
wave in the region. Officials,
however, said only two people
di ed  due  to  heat  s troke.
According to media reports, the
neighbouring Deoria district
also saw deaths amid extreme
heat.  

Researchers at Climate Central
conducted the analysis using
CSI, which measures how often
and how much temperatures
have shifted from the histori-
cal average. A higher index in-
dicates more dramatic change
compared to the past.

CSI levels above one indicate
climate change. Levels between
two and five mean that climate
change made those tempera-
tures between two to five times
more likely. The analysis shows

that certain parts of  Uttar
Pradesh reached CSI levels of
three, indicating temperatures
that have become at least three
times more likely due to climate
change.

New analysis shows that a
three-day extreme heat event
over Uttar Pradesh from June 14-
16 was made at least two times
more likely by human-caused
climate change, researchers at
Climate Central said. According
to them, extreme temperatures
coupled with high humidity con-

tributed to the severity of  the
event.

O ur  m ost  re ce nt  Worl d
Weather Attribution (WWA)
study has shown that this has
been recognised in India, but
the implementation of  heat ac-
tion plans is slow. It needs to be
an absolute priority adaptation
action everywhere,”  said
Friederike Otto, the co-lead of
WWA, a panel of  international
experts that study the role of
climate change in extreme
weather events.

In April,
heat and long
exposure to the
sun claimed 13 lives
at a function in Navi
Mumbai’s Kharghar. Medical
experts say heat stroke occurs
when the body's temperature
regulation system fails and it
overheats.  Common symptoms
include a very high body tem-
perature, rapid breathing, rapid
heart rate, altered mental state
and sometimes dry skin or ab-
sence of  sweating. However,

these symptoms can also occur
in other medical emergencies,
making it difficult to immedi-
ately identify heat stroke as the
cause of  death.

Heatwave conditions prevailed
for around 10 days in east Uttar
Pradesh, east Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar and Chhattisgarh and for
around 12 days in Odisha,
Jharkhand, Telangana, and
north coastal Andhra Pradesh
in the absence of  any rain-pro-
ducing weather system, ac-

cording  to  India
Meteorological

Department. 
A heatwave is

declared if  the
maximum tem-
perature of  a
station
reaches  at
least  40  de-
grees Celsius

in the plains,
at least 37 de-

grees Celsius in
coastal areas and

at least 30 degrees
Celsius in the hilly re-

gions and the departure from
normal is at least 4.5 degrees
Celsius.

Heat action plans are the pri-
mary policy response to eco-
nomically damaging and life-
threatening heat waves. These
prescribe several activities, dis-
aster responses and post-heat-
wave response measures to de-
crease the impact of  heat waves.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, June 22: The Yogi
Adityanath government in Uttar
Pradesh plans to establish an
Inland Waterways Authority to
promote and regulate water
transport in the state.

To be set up on the lines of
the Inland Waterways Authority
of  India (IWAI) established in
1986, the proposed statutory body
will be known as the Inland
Waterways of  Uttar Pradesh
with an independent office and
infrastructure, said a govern-
ment spokesman. The transport
department, that is currently
responsible for regulating water
transport in the state, is sched-
uled to give a presentation on
the proposal to the chief  secre-
tary by the end of  the week be-
fore it is sent to the Cabinet for
approval.

L Venkateshwar Lu, princi-
pal secretary, transport, said,
"The government has decided
to set up an Inland Waterways
Authority in the state to pro-
mote and regulate passenger
and freight transport in vari-
ous rivers. A proposal in this
regard will be sent soon to the
Cabinet for approval."

According to transport com-
missioner Chandra Bhushan
Singh, the government will also

enact a law to frame rules laying
down powers and functions of  the
proposed body that will explore
the possibilities of  promoting
water transport in rivers in the
state.

He said some states, including

Kerala, had already set up sim-
ilar bodies. "The water trans-
port has already begun in
Varanasi and we feel there is a
lot of  scope for expanding the
same to other rivers and other
water bodies, more so when there

are cruises that can operate in
shallow water as well," Singh
said.

As per the proposal, Inland
Waterways Transport Authority
of  Uttar Pradesh will work
closely with various stakehold-

ers, including boat operators,
cargo handlers and other entities
involved in the sector, to estab-
lish standardised practices and
ensure compliance with safety
and other norms.

Additionally, the authority
will undertake initiatives to de-
velop necessary infrastructure,
such as terminals, jetties and
navigational aids to facilitate
seamless water transport oper-
ations. Special emphasis will be
placed on improving connec-
tivity between different regions,
including hinterland areas, in-
dustrial zones, and major cities.

The government's plan to set
up the  Inland Waterways
Authority to promote water trans-
port in rivers in the state is
aimed to diversify the trans-
portation network and reduce
the burden on the road infra-
structure.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhopal, June 23: Objectionable
posters of  veteran Congress
leader and former Madhya
Pradesh Chief  Minister, Kamal
Nath were put up at a market in
Bhopal.

The posters in the city's
Manisha market had a QR code,
along with a picture of  the vet-
e ra n  leader  cal l ing  him
"Corruption Nath" and that he
was "wanted".

In response, Kamal Nath's
media advisor Piyush Babele
said it was done on the behest of
the state's BJP government,
adding that it was an attempt to
tarnish the Congress leader's
image, who has served to the
country for over 40 years.

"This is an insult to Madhya
Pradesh. This is an insult to the
service of  the state. This is an
insult to the goal of  making a
golden Madhya Pradesh. This is
an insult to those crores of  peo-
ple in whose heart Kamal Nath
resides," Bable said.

He also demanded strict ac-
tion, saying that the Congress
will also stage a protest against
the incident. 

"I demand from the Chief
Minister that while taking action
on his behalf, arrest those who
put up such posters and give
them the strictest punishment.
If  they fail to do so, then it will
be clear to the people of  Madhya
Pradesh that all this work is
being done at their behest,"
Bable said. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, June 23: Uttar
Pradesh Police wore its punning
cap on the Yoga Day with a series
of  Twitter posts to create aware-
ness on traffic rules.

In one such post, the UP Police
emphasised the importance of
‘Vahan me Anush-asan’ (disci-
pline while driving) with the
post carrying a picture of  people
striking a yoga pose.

The tweet implored people to
relax at red lights, railway tracks,
no-honking zones, and zebra
crossings.

In another tweet, the state po-
lice advised people to take slow
breaths at red lights, holding
breath when they turn yellow, and
exhale slowly as they turn green.  

Another post compared reck-
less driving to performing a head-
stand or ‘shirshasana’, which
ultimately leads to ‘shavasana’
-- a death pose.  

Special DG, Law and order,
Prashant Kumar said with the
posts the state police did not just

mea n  t o  ce lebrat e  t h e
International Yoga Day, but also
remind people of  the traffic safety
rules.

When it comes to social media
messages, creativity has always
been our ally in creating en-
gaging content that captures the
attention of  the public.

T h e  po s t s  o n

#InternationalYogaDay grabs
the fleeting attention of  social
media users and attempts to di-
vert it towards creating a mean-
ingful impact, he said.  

Additional SP ATSSocial
Media in-charge, UP Police, Rahul
Srivastav said that they tried to
tap into the familiarity of  people
with Yoga.
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Bhopal, June 23: The south-
west monsoon is likely to arrive
in Madhya Pradesh over this
weekend, even as parts of  the
state, including capital Bhopal
and Indore, received pre-mon-
soon showers, an IMD official
said Friday.

Over the last two days, the
eastern parts of  the state bor-
dering Chhattisgarh received
rainfall, giving much-needed
respite to citizens from the swel-
tering heat.  

“The south-west monsoon is
likely to hit Madhya Pradesh on
June 24 or 25 and it is expected
to set in over state capital Bhopal
on June 26  or  27 ,”  India
Meteorological Department’s
( IMD)  Bhopal  director  R
Balasubramanian told PTI.  By
June 29, it is likely to cover the
entire state, he said.  

Last year, the monsoon had
arrived in the state June 16, a day
before its normal schedule. By
June 21, it had covered 80 per
cent of  the state. 

The monsoon arrived in Kerala

June 8, seven days be-
hind its normal sched-
ule.  According to
Balasubramanian, three
systems were bringing in
moisture in Madhya Pradesh
at present. These systems are -
a cyclonic circulation lying over
central Uttar Pradesh, another
cyclonic circulation over the
west-central region and adjoin-
ing the north-west Bay of  Bengal
off  north Andhra Pradesh and

south Odisha,
he said.  

A trough line
is running from

south Punjab to
central  Uttar

Pradesh, where one of
the cyclonic circulations lay, the
official said.  

During the 24-hour period end-
ing 8.30 am Friday, many parts
of  the state received showers
with Guna district recording

the highest rainfall of  43.2 mm. 
Other districts, including

Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur and
Gwalior, also witnessed rain-
fall during the same period, the
IMD data said. The maximum
temperature in parts of  the state
hovered between 30 and 40 de-
grees Celsius, while the mini-
mum temperature was between
21 and 30 degrees Celsius fol-
lowing the intermittent showers
since the last 48 hours, it said.

UP heatwave linked to climate change

We
see again and

again that climate
change dramatically

increases the frequency
and intensity of heatwaves,

one of the deadliest 
weather events that 

exist
FRIEDERIKE OTTO | 

CO-LEAD, WWA

DEMOLITION OF DALIT HOMES 

People will teach BJP 
a lesson: Priyanka 
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhopal, June 23: Reacting to the
demolition of  Dalit homes,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi on Friday hit-
out at BJP saying that the atroc-
ities against the community has
reached its peak.

“The families who had gone to
work as labourers, their homes
were demolished without giv-
ing any information. The houses
built under the PM Awas Yojana
were also demolished. The peo-
ple of  Madhya Pradesh will teach
a lesson to the BJP government
which perpetrated atrocities on
Dalits, tribals and the poor,”
Priyanka Gandhi tweeted.

On Thursday, Madhya Pradesh
administration demolished 10
homes in Sagar district. Out of
these homes, seven were built
under Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) scheme. The
state administration claimed
that the homes were built on
the forest land.

Rajya Sabha MP Digvijaya
Singh sat on protest against the
government’s action Friday. His
protest prompted Sagar District
Collector Deepak Arya and SP
Abhishek Tiwari along the other
officials to join the protests and
demand an apology.

“I came to know that the houses
of  tribals and others were de-
molished with the help of  bull-
dozers under police protection in
Rapura village around 10.30 pm
on Wednesday,” the Rajya Sabha

member told reporters.
“Under which law these houses,

built under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojna, were demolished,”
he asked. Meanwhile, the BSP
Supremo Mayawati also con-
demned the action against Dalits.

“Bulldozer politics of  the
Madhya Pradesh now has started
targetting homes and schools.
Now, they have started demol-
ishing the houses of  the poor
built under the PM Awas Yojana,
which is highly condemnable.
In this sequence, the destruc-
tion of  houses of  seven Dalit
families built under the PM
scheme in Sagar district is
shameful,” BSP supremo said.

The families who had gone to
work as labourers, their homes
were demolished without giving
any information. The houses
built under the PM Awas Yojana
were also demolished. The
people of Madhya Pradesh will
teach a lesson to the BJP
government which perpetrated
atrocities on Dalits, tribals 
and the poor
PRIYANKA GANDHI I CONGRESS LEADER

UP to set up Inland Waterways AuthorityOBJECTIONABLE POSTERS 
OF KAMAL NATH PUT UP Special emphasis will 

be placed on improving
connectivity between
different regions, 
including hinterland
areas, industrial zones,
and major cities

Monsoon onset in MP likely over weekend
THE MONSOON ARRIVED IN KERALA JUNE 8, SEVEN DAYS BEHIND ITS NORMAL SCHEDULE

UP cops pun with yoga pose 
to teach people traffic rules

A HEATWAVE IS DECLARED IF THE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE OF A STATION REACHES AT LEAST 40 DEGREES CELSIUS 
IN THE PLAINS, AT LEAST 37 DEGREES CELSIUS IN COASTAL AREAS AND AT LEAST 30 DEGREES CELSIUS IN THE HILLY 

REGIONS AND THE DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL IS AT LEAST 4.5 DEGREES CELSIUS
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A US Air Force F-16 fighter takes off on the sidelines of a press event marking the conclusion of the Air Defender 2023 air force maneuver at Jagel Air Base in
Jagel, Germany. 25 nations participated in the German-led air exercise

Women smear each other’s face with vermilion during the 
Ambubachi festival, in Agartala

Security personnel patrol the Dal Lake ahead of Home Minister Amit Shah’s visit to SKICC to inaugurate the ‘Vitasta Cultural Festival’, in SrinagarA youngster jumps into a canal to beat the heat on a hot day in Amritsar

Villagers cast nets to fish at flood-affected Daranga river at Kumrikata in Baksa district
Britain’s Prince William and Kate, Princess of Wales arrive at the Royal Ascot horse racing meeting, at Ascot

Racecourse in Ascot, England

Climate activist, Greta Thunberg, participates in a protest on the sidelines of the Global Climate Finance Summit in Paris PTI PHOTOS
DMK MP Kanimozhi poses for a selfie with Coimbatore’s first woman bus driver Sharmila after travelling 

in her bus from Gandhipuram to Peelamedu, in Coimbatore
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We cannot claim to be a
society governed by law if
someone is above the law, if
someone has immunity
from law, be it anyone
JAGDEEP DHANKHAR | VICE PRESIDENT

The students of Classes 9 to 12 in
UP Board will study the biography
of Veer Savarkar. Apart from
Savarkar, the chapters on the life
of 50 other great men have been
included in the syllabus

NEW MOVE
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Many people
feared
bloodshed in

Jammu and Kashmir
if Article 370 was
repealed, but no
blood was spilled
there after the special 
status was revoked

MANIK SAHA | TRIPURA CM

of the
day uote 

The Opposition
parties are
meeting in

Patna not to dislodge
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's
government but to
save their own political dynasties

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | MAHARASHTRA

DEPUTY CM

UP man held 
Mumbai: A 22-year-old man
from Uttar Pradesh has been
arrested for allegedly sending
a threat message about
“bombings” in Mumbai and
Pune, an official said Friday.
Accused Darvesh Sharda
Rajbhar, alias Rahul, told the
police that he got the idea of
sending the message from
social media, the official said.
The Mumbai police control
room's WhatsApp number on
Thursday morning received a
message, which said there
would be “bombings” in the
city and Pune, the official said.
While issuing the threat, the
sender also allegedly
demanded money. Mumbai
cops launched a probe after
registering a case at Amboli
police station in the 
western suburbs.

Three killed in
building collapse
Jamnagar: Three persons died
after a three-storey residential
building collapsed in Jamnagar
city of Gujarat Friday evening,
officials said. The building
located in Sadhana colony
area, constructed by the
Gujarat Housing Board, was in
a dilapidated condition, locals
claimed. Of the eight persons
rescued, three succumbed to
injuries while others are
undergoing treatment at Guru
Gobindsingh government
hospital, said the hospital's
medical superintendent Dr
Deepak Tiwari.  

Man arrested
Ahmednagar (Maharashtra):
The Maharashtra Police has
arrested a man who posed as
an officer of the Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) bearing
code name "Chanakya" and
duped people by promising
jobs in the income tax
department and armed forces,
officials said here Friday. The
arrest, based on a tip-off from
the military intelligence unit
of the army's southern
command, came months after
Kiran Patel, a conman from
Gujarat was arrested by the
Jammu and Kashmir Police for
posing as an official in the
prime minister's office (PMO).
Santosh Aatmaram Rathore,
35, was arrested from a rented
accommodation in
Ahmednagar district in
Maharashtra where he stayed
with his girlfriend, they said.

Four of family
killed in Maha 
Chandrapur: Four members of
a family were killed when a
truck collided with their car in
Maharashtra's Chandrapur
district Friday, police said. The
accident occurred in the
afternoon when the victims
were heading towards
Yavatmal district through
Ghugus town, assistant police
inspector Rajkiran Madavi of
Padoli police station said. 

SHORT TAKES

Measures to
encourage
capital

investment have
been an important
aspect of
“Modinomics” as it is
not just a wealth creator but also a
means of employment generation

NITIN GADKARI | UNION MINISTER

national
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Mumbai, June 23: A 23-year-old
male passenger on board
Vistara's Mumbai-
Delhi flight was ar-
rested after he
was heard speak-
ing  over  his
phone about a
"hijacking plan"
shortly before
the plane was to
take off  from the
city airport, officials
said Friday.  

The incident occurred
around 6.30 pm Thursday at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport, they said.
After a crew member and others
around him heard his conver-
sation, the passenger, hailing
from Haryana, was deplaned

and handed over to the security
personnel. 

A thorough check of  the air-
craft was conducted

and the flight later
took of f  for

Delhi with the
rest of  the
passengers
following a
clearance by
the authori-

ties.  "The in-
cident  took

place before the
flight was to take off

for Delhi around 7 pm.
All the passengers were occu-
pying their seats and the cabin
crew members were engaged in
their work," a police official said.  

"A member of  the cabin crew
and others heard the male pas-
senger speak over his mobile

phone. They heard him saying
in Hindi - 'Ahmedabad ka flight
board karne wala hain. Koi bhi
dikkat ho to mujhe call karna.'
(Wil l  board a  f l ight  to
Ahmedabad. Call me in case you
face any difficulty)," he said.
The passenger also said, 'Hijack
ka sara planning hain. Uska
sara access hain, chinta mat
karna.' (All planning for hi-
jacking is done. Don't worry as
there is an access), according to
the official.

"After hearing his conversa-
tion, the passengers sitting
nearby got scared and many of
them stood up. The cabin crew
member called in the security
staff  of  the flight and the pas-
senger was handed over to the
Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF)," he said.  

The passenger, who was later

identified as Ritesh Juneja, was
taken to the Sahar police sta-
tion and based on the complaint
lodged by the 27-year-old cabin
crew member, an offence was
registered against him, he said.
It has come to light that the ac-
cused is mentally unstable and
has been undergoing medical
treatment since 2021, he said. 

A first information report
(FIR) under section 336 (rash or
negligent act that endangers
human life or the personal safety
of  others) and 505 (2) (making
statement with intent to cause
fear or alarm among people) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) was
registered against the passen-
ger, he said. 

A spokesperson of  Vistara air-
line said in a statement, "We con-
firm that there was an incident
concerning an unruly passen-
ger on Vistara flight UK 996 sched-
uled to operate from Mumbai to
Delhi on 22 June 2023 at 1830
hrs." In line with the guidelines
and our standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs), relevant au-
thorities were immediately in-
formed and the said customer
was handed over to them. A thor-
ough check was conducted and
the flight took off  with the rest
of  the customers after clearance,
the statement said.  "We are fully
cooperating with the security
agencies in the investigation.
Vistara stands firm with its zero-
tolerance policy against unruly
behaviour that endangers the
safety and security of  its cus-
tomers and staff," it added.

Man held for talking about ‘hijacking’ on plane
A

thorough check of
the aircraft was 

conducted and the flight later
took off for Delhi with the rest

of the passengers 
following a clearance by

the authorities

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, June 23: The Centre
has cleared the immediate de-
ployment of  315 companies of
additional central armed forces
for the forthcoming polls to the
three-tier panchayat system in
West Bengal.

These 315 companies, which
will start getting deployed from
Friday only, will be in addition
to the 22 companies whose de-
ployment has already been
cleared. The Union home min-
ister has sent a communication
to the West Bengal State Election
Commission on this count. The
315 companies will be having a
mix of  personnel from Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF),
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP), Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) and Railway
Protection Force (RPF).

On Thursday the state elec-
tion commission had sought 800
additional companies of  central
armed forces in addition to the
22 companies that it had sought
earlier. Meanwhile, the leader
of  the opposition in West Bengal
Assembly, Suvendu Adhikari
has claimed that considering
the polls being conducted in a sin-

gle- phase on July 8, a total of  822
companies will not be adequate.
He has also indicated ap-
proaching the Calcutta High
Court again on this count.

Meanwhile, the Trinamool
Congress leadership has ex-
pressed doubts that the decision
to send central armed forces in
phases is an indirect pressure on
the state election commission
to succumb to the pressure from
the opposition to break up the sin-
gle- phase election into multi-
ple phases.

In 2013 West Bengal panchayat
polls, where too central armed
forces were deployed following
the insistence of  the then state
election commissioner, Meera
Pandey, the election were held in
five phases. In 2013, as many 820
companies or 82,000 personnel of
central armed forces were de-
ployed for the five phase polls.

The opposition has contended
since 2013 that there has been an
increase in the number of  dis-
tricts, polling stations, polling
booths and voters. So, the op-
position has argued, if  82,000
central armed forces personnel
were enough for five phase polls
in 2013, the same is highly in-
adequate for the single phase
polls in 2023.

BENGAL PANCHAYAT POLLS

315 companies of
central forces sent
On Thursday, the State Election Commission had sought

800 additional companies of central armed forces in
addition to the 22 companies that it had sought earlier
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New Delhi, June 23: The
Centre has made prior approval
mandatory for IAS, IPS and
IFoS officers before accepting
any award from private or-
ganisations but with a condition
that it should not have any
monetary component in cash or
in terms of  facilities.

In a latest order, the Personnel
Ministry said the competent au-
thority may grant approval, only
in exceptional circumstances,
to the officers and in such cases,
credentials of  the private bod-
ies/institutions/organisations
should be unimpeachable.

The move comes after the gov-
ernment noticed that members
of  all India services -- Indian
Administrative Service (IAS),
Indian Police Service (IPS) and
Indian Forest Service (IFoS) --
are accepting awards or recog-
nition accorded by private bod-
ies, despite the existing in-
structions.

Accordingly, it is clarified
that awards given by private
bodies, institutions or organi-
sations may be accepted only
with prior approval of  compe-
tent authority, said the order
issued to all secretaries of  cen-
tral government ministries and
chief  secretaries of  states on
Thursday. In the case of  offi-
cers serving in the state, the
competent authority would be
the state government. 

AWARDS FROM PRIVATE
ORGANISATIONS

Prior approval
must: Centre to
IAS, IPS officers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 23: As 17 op-
position parties came together
Friday to stitch a front against
the BJP, the ruling party called
it a "multi-headed selfish al-
liance" and compared it with
wolves hunting in packs.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here soon after the oppo-
sition unity meeting in  Patna,
BJP leader and Union minister
Smriti Irani said this coming
together of  the parties was not
targeted at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi but the coun-
try's coffers."It is said that wolves
hunt in packs! A political pack
met in Patna. Their 'prey' is the
future of  India," she said.

She said this alliance of  self-
ishness was being forged with
India as its target."Whenever
these political parties came to-
gether, they brought corruption,
nepotism and brought with them
the allegation of  constricting
the economic progress of  the
nation," Irani added.

She said the Aam Aadmi
Party's (AAP) blackmailing at
the beginning itself  shows the fu-
ture of  the "unholy alliance"."It
is ironic that Trinamool Congress
Party members today witnessed
bonhomie between Mamata and
that Communist Party, the lead-
ership of  which was particu-
larly known for dragging Mamata
by her hair, especially when she
tried to speak for the people of
Bengal," she said referring to

West Bengal Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

She further said Trinamool
workers never in their life would
have thought that "Mamata
Bandyopadhyay would go under
the protection of  the same
Communist  Par ty  whose
Communist Party leaders hu-
mil iated  Mamata
Bandyopadhyay on the road by
pulling her hair".

Irani further said the Congress
workers of  West Bengal simi-
larly would have never imag-
ined that "Mamata, whose hands
are stained with the blood of
Congress workers, will one day
appear on Rahul ji's head".

"Even the people of  Tamil
Nadu would never have imag-
ined that the DMK party, which
was accused by the top leadership
of  the Congress in the 1990s of
helping in the assassination of
Rajiv Gandhi, one day, would
have sweeter relations with the
Gandhi family," she said.

"At what cost will the Gandhi
family do its politics?" she asked.
Referring to TMC chief  touching
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad's feet,
Irani said, "While the nation was
recently witness to Mamata pay-
ing revere to Lalu ji, I am sure nei-
ther the nation nor Lalu ji has for-
gotten how Mamata presented
a white paper describing in de-

tail incapacities of  Lalu ji as a
minister at the Centre."

Mamata was "extremely
prophetic" when she said Rahul
Gandhi is leader of  opposition
but then it becomes "certain"
that Narendra Modi will yet
again be elected as the prime
minister, she added. Irani's com-
ments followed the meeting of
Opposition parties, including
the Congress, Trinamool, DMK,
JD(U), SP and Left, in Patna
where they resolved to fight the
2024 Lok Sabha elections unit-
edly to defeat the BJP and work
with flexibility by setting aside
their differences. 

BJP plays down Oppn meet
Whenever these political
parties came together,
they brought corruption,
nepotism and brought
with them the allegation
of constricting the
economic progress 
of the nation
SMRITI IRANI| UNION MINISTER

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee greets Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar during a joint press conference after opposition parties’ meeting, in
Patna. RJD chief Lalu Prasad and Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge are
also seen PTI PHOTO
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Imphal, June 23: A group of
armed men, who sneaked from
Yaingangpokpi  (YKPI)  in
Manipur's Imphal East district
and moved towards the hills
on Friday afternoon, fired from
automatic weapons towards
Urangpat and Gwaltabi vil-
lages, officials said.   

Security forces columns,
which were immediately de-
ployed in these "vacant" vil-
lages, responded cautiously to
avoid any collateral damage. 

However, a large group of
women in YKPI and Seijang
areas were preventing the move-
ment of  additional columns
into the area, officials added. 

This comes a day after two
soldiers were injured when un-
known gunmen fired at them at
North Boljang in Imphal West
d i s t r i c t  a r o u n d  5 a m  o n
Thursday.

During initial search opera-

tions by the security forces,
one INSAS light machine gun
and one INSAS rifle were re-
covered. Shots of  automatic
small arms were also heard
near Urangpat, north of  YKPI,
around 5.45 pm on Wednesday.

More than 100 people have
lost their lives in the ethnic vi-
olence between Meitei and Kuki
communities in the north-
eastern state so far. 

Clashes first broke out on
May 3 after a 'Tribal Solidarity
March' was organised in the
hill districts to protest against
the Meitei community's de-
mand for Scheduled Tribe (ST)
status.

Armed men fire at
villages in Manipur

Rape victim ends life after delay in action
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Barabanki, June 23: A 16-year-
old minor Dalit girl was found
hanging in her house in Uttar
Pradesh's Barabanki district,
five days after complaining about
a rape attempt.

Her family members alleged
the girl committed suicide due to
the delay in arrest of  the accused
and after facing mockery by the
accused. They said she was very
depressed with the incident and
reportedly decided to end her life.

According to the police, the vic-

tim's mother spotted the body first
Thursday. The girl's family in-
formed the local village head, who
in turn told the police. Barabanki
Superintendent of  Police (SP),
Dinesh Kumar Singh said the FIR
under Indian Penal Code sections
376/511 for rape attempt was lodged
at Haidergarh police station on
the girl's complaint on June 17.

He said the medical exami-
nation of  the girl was done ear-
lier and her statement before
the judicial magistrate was to
be recorded on Thursday but
before this, the police were in-

formed about her suicide.
He said the investigation of-

ficer of  the case, Sub-Inspector
Yogendra Pratap Singh had been
suspended reportedly for negli-
gence in the case investigation
and departmental enquiry has
been initiated against him.

He said a senior police offi-
cer had been asked to probe the
suicide and if  required, another
case of  abetment to suicide would
be lodged. The SP himself  visited
the spot following resentment
among family members and vil-
lagers after the girl's death. 

Army personnel display arms recovered after foiling an infiltration bid along the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Machil sector, Kupwara PTI PHOTO
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Russia may be
planning to attack an
occupied nuclear
power plant to cause a
radiation disaster
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY |
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

Enormous crowds of
worshippers thronged Mecca,
Islam’s holiest city, Friday for
the biggest hajj pilgrimage in
years, with more than two
million expected to brave the
scorching Saudi Arabian heat

MILLIONS GATHER IN MECCA
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Australia will
stand up for
our values and

we will stand up for
our national security
and a bloke standing
in the cold on a bit of
grass in Canberra is not a threat to
our national security

ANTHONY ALBANESE | PM, AUSTRALIA

of the
day uote 

The shortage of
skilled labor is
considered one

of the biggest brakes
on economic growth
in Germany, and
skilled workers are
missing everywhere

NANCY FAESER | INTERIOR MINISTER,
GERMANY

Recently,
Vietnam has
received visits

from naval vessels
from different
countries, and this
time it will be a visit
from the USS Ronald Reagan

PHAM THU HANG | FOREIGN MINISTRY

SPOKESPERSON, VIETNAM

Zambia reaches
deal with China
Paris: Zambia and its
government creditors,
including China, have reached
a deal to restructure $6.3
billion in loans, the French
government announced
Thursday on the sidelines of a
global finance summit in
Paris. The agreement covers
loans from countries including
France, the UK, South Africa,
Israel and India as well as
China — Zambia’s biggest
creditor at $4.1 billion of the
total. The deal, announced by
officials who spoke
anonymously in accordance
with the French government’s
customary practices, may
provide a roadmap for how
China will handle
restructuring deals with other
nations in debt distress.

Malaysia plans 
to sue Meta
Kuala Lumpur: Malaysia’s
government said Friday it will
take legal action against
Facebook’s parent company,
Meta Platforms, for failing to
remove undesirable and
harmful content from its social
media platform. The Malaysian
Communication and
Multimedia Commission said
Facebook has recently been
plagued by a “a significant
volume of undesirable content”
relating to sensitive issues on
race, religion and royalty as
well as defamation,
impersonation, online gambling
and scam advertisements. The
commission said repeated
efforts to reach out to Meta to
remove harmful content were
of no avail.

Pak to attend SCO 
Islamabad: Pakistan Thursday
confirmed that it would be
represented in the SCO virtual
summit hosted by India next
month but stopped short of
revealing the level of
participation. Foreign Office
spokeswoman Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch was asked at the
weekly briefing about the
participation in the meeting of
the Heads of State of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO). India will
host the 22nd summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), for the
first time under its
chairmanship, in a virtual
format in July.

SA mine killed 31 
Johannesburg: A methane gas
explosion in a disused South
African mine killed at least 31
people last month believed to
be from neighbouring Lesotho,
South Africa’s energy
department said Friday. The
Department of Mineral
Resources and Energy (DMRE)
had said late Thursday that
South Africa was investigating
the deaths, which occurred in
a ventilation shaft in the
shuttered Virginia mine.

SHORT TAKES

international
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Norfolk (US), June 23: When
the Titan submersible made its
fateful dive into the North
Atlantic Sunday, it also plunged
into the murkily regulated wa-
ters of  deep-sea exploration.

It’s a space on the high seas
where laws and conventions can
be sidestepped by risk-taking
entrepreneurs and the wealthy
tourists who help fund their
dreams. At least for now. 

“We’re at a point in sub-
mersible operations in deep
water that’s kind of  akin to
where aviation was in the early
20th century,” said Salvatore
Mercogliano, a history professor

at Campbell University in North
Carolina who focuses on mar-
itime history and policy. 

“Aviation was in its infancy —
and it took accidents for deci-
sions to be made to be put into
laws,” Mercogliano said. “There’ll
be a time when you won’t think
twice about getting on a sub-
mersible and going down 13,000
feet. But we're not there yet.” 

Mercogliano said such oper-
ations are scrutinized less than
the companies that launch peo-
ple into space. In the Titan’s
case, that’s in part because it
operated in international wa-
ters, far from the reach of  many
laws of  the United States or other
nations. 

Stockton Rush, the OceanGate
CEO who died on Titan, had said
he didn’t want to be bogged down
by such standards. 

“Bringing an outside entity
up to speed on every innovation

before it is put into real-world test-
ing is anathema to rapid inno-
vation,” Rush wrote in a blog
post on his company’s website. 

The Titan was a small vessel
that was launched from another

ship, the Canadian icebreaker
Polar Prince, a setup that
Mercogliano likened to pulling
a boat on a trailer, in terms of  reg-
ulatory purposes. 

Negligence lawsuits
Experts say wrongful death

and negligence lawsuits are
likely in the Titan case — and
they could be successful. But
legal actions will face various
challenges, including waivers
signed by the Titan passengers
that warned of  the myriad ways
they could die. 

Thomas Schoenbaum, a
University of  Washington law
professor and author of  the
book “Admiralty and Maritime
Law,” said such documents may
be upheld in court if  they are
worded well. 

“If  those waivers are good,
and I imagine they probably are
because a lawyer probably
drafted them, (families) may not
be able to recover damages.” 

TOURIST SUB 
DISASTER Murky rules of deep-sea tours grip attention

THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE US COAST GUARD
THAT THE TITAN HAD IMPLODED NEAR THE

TITANIC SHIPWRECK, KILLING ALL FIVE PEOPLE
ON BOARD, HAS DRAWN ATTENTION TO HOW

DEEP-SEA EXPEDITIONS ARE REGULATED

The Titan wasn’t registered as a US vessel or with
international agencies that regulate safety. Nor was
it classified by a maritime industry group that sets

standards on matters such as hull construction
SALVATORE MERCOGLIANO | PROFESSOR, CAMPBELL UNIVERSITY

REUTERS

Paris, June 23: Multilateral
development banks like the World
Bank are expected to find $200 bil-
lion in extra firepower for low-
income economies by taking on
more risk, a move that may re-
quire wealthy nations to inject
more cash,  world  leaders  
said Friday.

The leaders, gathered at a
summit in Paris to thrash out
funding for the climate transition
and post-Covid debt burdens of
poor countries, said their plans
would secure billions of  dollars
of  matching investment from
the private sector.

An overdue pledge of  $100 bil-

lion in climate finance for de-
veloping nations was also now
in sight, they said.

Many in attendance, however,
said over the two-day summit
that the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund
were increasingly ill-suited for
tackling the most pressing chal-
lenges and needed a broad 
revamp.

“We ... expect an overall in-
crease of  $200 billion of  MDBs’
lending capacity over the next ten
years by optimizing their bal-
ance sheets and taking more
risks,” the summit’s final state-
ment obtained by Reuters said.

“If  these reforms are imple-
mented, MDBs may need more

capital,” it added, recognising in
a final summit document for the
first time that wealthy nations
may have to inject more cash.

US Treasury Secretary Janet

Yellen, whose country is the
largest shareholder of  the IMF
and World Bank, had said ahead
of  the summit that development
banks had to first squeeze out

more lending themselves before
the possibility of  capital in-
creases was considered.

The final summit
document called
for each dollar
of  lending by
development
banks  to  be
matched by at
least one dollar
of  private fi-
nance, which an-
alysts said should
help international in-
stitutions to leverage an
additional $100 billion of  pri-
vate money in developing and
emerging economies.

“While the roadmap from the

Paris Summit acknowledges the ur-
gency for substantial financial re-

sources to bolster climate
action, it leans too heav-

ily on private in-
vestments and as-
cribes an outsized
role to multilat-
eral development
banks,” said
Harjeet Singh,

head of  global po-
litical strategy at

Climate Action
Network International.

The summit statement
said there was a “good likeli-
hood” of  finalising this year a
$100-billion climate finance
pledge to developing countries.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, June 23: Prime
Minister  Narendra Modi
Thursday said there can be “no
ifs or buts” in dealing with ter-
rorism and sought action against
state sponsors of  terrorism, in
a veiled attack on Pakistan.

In his address to the Joint
Meeting of  the US Congress,
Prime Minister Modi said that
more than two decades after 9/11
and more than a decade after
26/11 in Mumbai, radicalism and
terrorism still remain a pressing
danger for the whole world.

“These ideologies keep tak-
ing new identities and forms,
but their intentions are the same.
Terrorism is an enemy of  hu-
manity and there can be no ifs
or buts in dealing with it. We
must overcome all such forces
sponsoring and exporting ter-
ror,” Modi said in his 60-minute
address in English.

Modi also made a veiled ref-
erence to China, saying the global
order is based on the respect for
the principles of  the UN Charter,
peaceful resolution of  disputes,
and respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

“The dark clouds of  coercion
and confrontation are casting
their shadow in the Indo-Pacific.
The stability of  the region has
become one of  the central con-
cerns of  our partnership,” Modi
said, in an apparent reference to
China’s aggressive behaviour
in the strategic region.

“We share a vision of  a free,
open and inclusive Indo-Pacific,
connected by secure seas, de-
fined by international law, free

from domination, and anchored
in ASEAN centrality,” Modi said
in his address to the Joint
Meeting of  the US Congress,
which was  attended by
Congressmen and Senators along
with hundreds of  Indian-
Americans watching it from the
visitors’ gallery.

The Prime Minister said a re-
gion where all nations, small
and large, are free and fearless
in their choices, where progress
is not suffocated by an impossi-
ble burden of  debt, where con-
nectivity is not leveraged for
strategic purposes, where all na-
tions are lifted by the high tide
of  shared prosperity.

ON DEMOCRACY
At a joint news conference

after his summit talks with
Biden, Modi also stoutly de-
fended his government’s record
on democracy and human rights,
asserting democracy is “in our
spirit...And flows in our veins”
and that there was no discrim-
ination against minorities.

He said there is no question of
discrimination in India on the
grounds of  caste or religion be-
cause his government follows
the Constitution, which is formed
on the basic values of  democ-
racy. He was responding to a
question by a western journal-

ist on reports about human rights
and freedom of  press in India.

“I am surprised that you are
saying that ‘people say’. It’s not
that people say, India is a democ-
racy and as President Biden said
India and US, democracy is in the
DNA of  both. Democracy is our
spirit. It’s in our veins. We live
democracy and our ancestors
penned it in words in the form
of  the Constitution.”

The two leaders lauded the
growing relations between India
and the US with the President
saying it was among the “most
consequential” in the world that
is stronger, closer and more dy-
namic at any time in history.

As the US administration
rolled out the red carpet to Modi
with the camaraderie between
the President and the Prime
Minister on full display, Biden de-
scribed the ties between the two
countries as “one of  the most
defining” relationships in the
21st century.

Representing 1.4 billion
Indians, Modi said it is always
a great honour to address the
US Congress and it is an excep-
tional privilege to do so twice.
This is the second time that the
prime minister has addressed
the US Congress, the first time
being in 2016.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kathmandu, June 23: Screening
of  Hindi movies resumed in the
country Friday, days after they
were banned following a con-
troversy over “Adipurush” dia-
logues where Goddess Sita is re-
ferred as “India’s daughter”.

In Kathmandu, many cinema
halls started screening Hindi
films, except “Adipurush”, which
continues to face a ban.

In the city’s multiplex QFX
Cinema, situated in Sundhara,
Hindi film “Zara Hatke, Zara
Bachke”, starring Sara Ali Khan
and Vikki Kaushal, was screened.

In a statement, Nepal Motion
Picture Association said all
Nepali and foreign films except
“Adipurush” will be screened
from Friday.

A dialogue of  “Adipurush”,
in which Sita is mentioned as
“India’s daughter”, had led to
the ban on all Hindi films, which
was announced by Kathmandu
Mayor Balendra Shah.

Sita, also referred to as Janaki,
is believed by many to have been
bor n in  Janakpur in  
southeast Nepal.

On Thursday, a single bench
of  the Patan High Court judge
Dhir Bahadur Chand issued a
short term order, stating that
the screening of  films that have
acquired permission from the
censor board should not be
stopped.

“It has been our belief  that
no one is above the nation and
nationality. It is our fundamen-
tal right to engage in our busi-
ness freely abiding by Nepalese
Law,” the bench observed.

The same day, Shah said he
was ready to face any punish-
ment but would not allow the
screening of  “Adipurush” as the
matter pertains to “Nepal’s sov-
ereignty and independence”.

Rich nations vow billions of dollars for climate fight
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS MARK A SCALING UP OF ACTION FROM THE DEVELOPMENT BANKS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE AND SET A 

DIRECTION FOR FURTHER CHANGE AHEAD OF THEIR ANNUAL MEETINGS LATER IN THE YEAR

ADDRESS TO US CONGRESS

Modi’s veiled attack 
on Pakistan, China

AT JOINT SESSION OF
US CONGRESS, PM

NARENDRA MODI
CALLS FOR ACTION

AGAINST SPONSORS
OF TERRORISM

Countries of the Global South have been particularly
affected. The global order is based on the respect

for the principles of the UN Charter, peaceful
resolution of disputes, and respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity NARENDRA MODI | PM, INDIA

Multilateral
development banks
are expected to find

$200 billion along with an
overdue pledge of $100

billion in climate finance
for developing

nations

Nepal starts Hindi
movies screening
except ‘Adipurush’
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United Nations, June 23: The
United Nations put Russian
forces on its annual blacklist of
countries that violate children’s
rights in conflict for killing boys
and girls and attacking schools
and hospitals in Ukraine, ac-
cording to a new report seen
Thursday by The Associated
Press.

Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said in the report to
the Security Council that he is
“appalled” by the high number
of  “grave violations” against
children in Ukraine in 2022,
“shocked” at the number of  at-
tacks on schools and hospitals,
“concerned” by the detention
of  children, and “troubled” that
some Ukrainian children have
been transferred to Russia.

The UN Chief  did not put
Israel on the blacklist for grave
violat ions  a g ainst  1 ,139
Palestinian children, including

54 killings last year — as sup-
porters had hoped. 

Instead, he welcomed Israel’s
engagement with the UN Special
envoy for children in armed con-
flict, Virginia Gamba and its
“identification of  practical meas-
ures including those proposed by
the UN” to protect children. 

In the wide-ranging report,
the secretary-general said that last
year children were dispropor-
tionately affected by conflict. He
said the UN verified grave vio-
lations against 13,469 children, in-
cluding 2,985 who were killed,
in 24 countries and one region.

UN puts Russian
forces on blacklist 

REUTERS

Beijing, June 23: Beijing up-
graded its hot weather warning
Friday to “red”, the highest in its
colour-coded alert system, as
many parts of  the Chinese cap-
ital roasted in temperatures up
to 40 degrees Celsius (104 F).

The official temperature, meas-
ured in Beijing’s southern sub-
urbs, hit 40 degrees C just after
1:30 p.m. Friday, to top out at
40.3 degrees C by 4 pm, the mu-
nicipal observatory said.

“This is the first time since the
establishment of  the observa-
tory that there has been a high
temperature of  more than 40 de-
grees C for two consecutive days,”
Zhang Yingxin, its chief  fore-
caster, told a press briefing.

The observatory was founded
in 1951.

China follows a four-tier
weather warning system in
which the colour red indicates
the most severe, followed by or-
ange, yellow and blue. A red
alert signifies the temperature
is set to rise above 40 degrees C
(104°F) within 24 hours.

On Thursday, the China
Meteorological Administration
said it expected high tempera-
tures to persist across much of
the north for the next eight to ten

days. High temperature moni-
toring and warnings would con-
tinue on a rolling basis in places
such as Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei,
Shandong, Henan and Inner
Mongolia, it added.

The city is accustomed to swel-
tering summers but tempera-
tures across China have been
unusually high in recent months,
with scientists saying the heat
is  being  exacerbated  by  
climate change.

Weather alert at highest level in Beijing
The city’s temperature reached 41 degrees C Thursday, shattering the

record for the hottest day in June and second-highest in history
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First Made-in-
India chip will be

out by December 2024. First
Made-in India chip from
Micron is expected to come
out in about six quarters
from now
ASHWINI VAISHNAW | UNION MINISTER
FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND IT

National insurer Life Insurance Corporation
Friday launched a new close-ended plan Dhan
Vridhhi The new plan will be on sale from June 23
through September 30, the insurer said. LIC said
Dhan Vriddhi is a non-linked, non-participating,
individual, savings, single premium life plan,
offering a combination of protection and savings

LIC BRINGS NON-LINKED PERIOD PLAN
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The
government
stands ready to

support and provide
the necessary
facilities for Tesla
and other ventures of
entrepreneur Elon Musk, including
Starlink

MB PATIL | LARGE AND MEDIUM INDUSTRIES

MINISTER, KARNATAKA

of the
day uote 

We are seeing
an inflationary
trend in retail

prices of wheat and
rice. The government
has directed us to
start Open Market
Sale Scheme (OMMSS). The focus is
on bringing down retail prices

ASHOK K MEENA | CMD, FCI

MCX stock
price fell on
June 23 as

media carried
reports in the
morning about
cancellation of mock
trading on the previous day. Mock
trading has been cancelled on a
couple of occasions

DEEPAK JASANI |
HEAD OF RETAIL RESEARCH, HDFC SECURITIES

Boeing to invest
$100mn in India
Bangalore: Boeing has
announced a $100 million
investment in infrastructure
and programs to train pilots in
India, according to a White
House statement released
Thursday. This comes on the
heels of Air India signing firm
orders of over 200 jets earlier
this week from Boeing, which
include 20 787 Dreamliners, 10
777Xs, and 190 737 MAX
narrowbody aircraft. The
development also comes
along with a flurry of deals
signed by US and Indian
companies on the sidelines of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s meeting with US
President Joe Biden in
Washington Thursday.

Moody’s affirms 
Yes Bank’s ratings
New Delhi: Moody’s Investors
Service Friday said it has
affirmed Yes Bank’s ratings on
the back of expectation that
its financial performance will
remain stable over the next
12-18 months. The long-term
foreign and local currency
bank deposit ratings and
foreign currency issuer rating
has been affirmed at ‘Ba3’,
with a stable outlook. “The
rating affirmation and stable
outlook is driven by the
improvement in India’s macro
profile to ‘moderate+’ from
‘moderate’, along with
Moody’s expectation that Yes
Bank’s financial performance
will remain stable over the
next 12-18 months,” Moody’s
said.

Sensex, Nifty
extend losses 
Mumbai: Equity benchmarks
Sensex and Nifty buckled
under selling pressure for the
second straight session Friday
as a bearish trend in global
equities and concerns over
rate hikes by central banks
unnerved investors. The 30-
share BSE Sensex fell 259.52
points or 0.41 per cent to
settle at 62,979.37. During the
day, it tumbled 364.77 points
or 0.57 per cent to 62,874.12.
The NSE Nifty declined 105.75
points or 0.56 per cent to end
at 18,665.50. On a weekly, the
BSE benchmark fell 405.21
points or 0.63 per cent and the
Nifty dipped 160.5 points or
0.85 per cent.

1st round of wheat,
rice auction soon
New Delhi: The Centre will sell
4 lakh tonne of wheat and 5
lakh tonne of rice from buffer
stock to bulk consumers and
traders in the first round of
auction to be held shortly as
part of its measures to control
rising retail prices of these
two foodgrains. 

SHORT TAKES

business
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Washington/New Delhi, June
23: India and the US have agreed
to end six key trade disputes at
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) while New Delhi will also
remove retaliatory customs du-
ties on certain American prod-
ucts such as almonds, walnuts,
and apples.

The six disputes include three
initiated by India and as many
by the US. This is likely to shore
up trade between the nations
and also help Indian exporters
get key tax advantages.

Announcing this, United States
Trade Representative (USTR)
Katherine Tai in a statement
said that these tariff  cuts will re-
store and expand market op-
portunities for US agricultural
producers and manufacturers.

A joint statement issued after
the meeting of  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and US President
joe Biden said that both the coun-
tries have taken steps towards
deepening bilateral cooperation
to strengthen their economic re-
lationship, including trade ties.

“The leaders welcomed the
resolution of  six outstanding

WTO disputes between the two
countries through mutually
agreed solutions,” it said.

The USTR said that the two
countries “have agreed to ter-
minate six outstanding disputes”
at the WTO.

These include countervail-
ing measures on certain hot-
rolled carbon steel flat prod-
u c t s  f ro m  I n d i a ,  c e r t a i n
measures relating to solar cells
and modules, measures relating
to the renewable energy sec-
tor, export-related measures,
certain measures on steel and
aluminium products, and ad-

ditional duties on some products
from the US.

According to trade experts,
both countries can resolve the dis-
putes on mutually agreed terms
and later inform the Geneva-
based WTO about the same.

Trade disputes
In 2018, the US imposed 25 per

cent and 10 per cent import du-
ties on certain steel and alu-
minium products, respectively,
on grounds of  national security.
In retaliation, India in June 2019
imposed customs duties on 28
American products, including
chickpeas, lentils, almonds, wal-

nuts, apples, boric acid, and di-
agnostic reagents.

The US had filed a complaint
in the WTO about India’s support
measures to its export sector
under different schemes. In 2019,
a WTO dispute panel ruled that
India's export measures are in-
consistent with global trade
norms.

The US is the largest trading
partner of  India. In 2022-23, the
bilateral goods trade increased
to $128.8 billion as against $119.5

billion in 2021-22.
According to
WTO rules, a
member
country can
file a case
in  the

Geneva-
based multi-

lateral body if
they feel that a particular trade
measure is against the norms
of  the world body. Bilateral con-
sultation is the first step to re-
solving a dispute. If  both sides
are not able to resolve the mat-
ter through consultation, either
of  them can approach the es-
tablishment of  a dispute settle-
ment panel.

The panel’s ruling or report
can be challenged by WTO’s ap-
pellate body.

Interestingly, the appellate
body is not functioning be-
cause of  differences among
member countries to appoint
its members. Several disputes
are already pending with this
body. The US has been block-
ing the appointment of  the
members.

India, US to end WTO disputes
THE COUNTRIES
DECIDE TO END SIX
TRADE DISPUTES AT
WTO; DELHI TO LIFT
RETALIATORY TARIFFS
ON 28 AMERICAN
PRODUCTS

This decision is a big
victory and will be
mutually beneficial for
both countries. It’s a
package deal and now

there are no pending India-
US disputes at WTO

PIYUSH GOYAL | 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER

Today’s agreement
represents the culmination
of intensified bilateral
engagement over the last
two years, including
through the US-India Trade
Policy Forum, to deepen our
economic and trade ties

KATHERINE TAI | TRADE REPRESENTATIVE, US

US
is the largest

trading partner 
of India

In 2022-23, the bilateral
goods trade increased to

$128.8bn as against
$119.5bn in 2021-22
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New Delhi, June 23: Electricity
consumers across the country
will soon be able to save up to
20 per cent in power bills by
planning usage during solar
hours or day time as the gov-
ernment is set to implement
‘time of  the day’ tariff.

The ‘time of  the day’ (ToD)
tariff  provides for varying rates
during different time of  the day
and it will allow consumers to
avoid electricity usage for wash-
ing clothes, cooking and other
purposes during peak hours
when power rates are higher.

Consumers can now schedule
their works like washing or cook-
ing during off-peak hours (day-
time or solar hours) when tariff
is lower.

ToD tariff  would be applicable
for commercial and industrial
consumers, having demand of
10 KW and above, from 1st April,
2024. For all other categories of
consumers except agricultural,
the new rule will be applicable
from 1st April, 2025.

For those with smart meters,
ToD tariff  will be effective im-
mediately after installation of
such meters.

“Government of  India has in-
troduced two changes to the pre-
vailing power tariff  system,
through an amendment to the
Electricity (Rights of  Consumers)
Rules, 2020. The changes are: in-
troduction of  Time of  Day (ToD)
tariff, and rationalization of
smart metering provisions,” a
power ministry statement said
Friday.

Rather than being charged for
electricity at the same rate
though out the day, the price a
user pays for electricity will
vary according to the time of
day, it explained.

Under the new tariff  system,
the statement said, the rate of
electricity during solar hours
(eight hours in a day as specified
by the  State  Electrici ty
Regulatory Commission) shall be
10 per cent to 20 per cent less
than the normal charges, while
it will be 10 to 20 per cent higher
during peak hours.

New power tariff 
rules to make bills 
cheaper during day

CONSUMERS CAN NOW SAVE UPTO 20% IN
ELECTRICITY BILLS WITH THE NEW TARIFF RULE

REUTERS

Mumbai, June 23: Education
technology giant Byju’s, one of
India’s biggest startups valued
at $22 billion last year, has run
into problems, from lawsuits
and auditing issues to layoffs
and board-room exits.

In a major setback for a com-
pany often described as one of
India’s most successful startups,
its auditor, Deloitte, has quit,
throwing a spotlight on its fi-

nancials and business practices.
Here is an overview of  the

troubles at Byju’s:
WHY DID DELOITTE, 
BOARD MEMBERS RESIGN?

Deloitte said in a letter to
Byju’s board it was resigning
because the company had de-
layed financial statements for
the year ending March 31, 2022.
Deloitte said it did not receive nec-
essary documents even after
writing several letters to the
board. Byju’s has not commented
on this.

Last year, Deloitte approved
Byju’s 2020-21 accounts after it
asked the company to change
the way it classifies certain rev-
enue entries.

Separately, three board mem-
bers of  Byju’s - representing in-
vestors Peak XV Partners (ear-
lier Sequoia Capital India),

Prosus and Chan Zuckerberg
Initiative - stepped down, with-
out giving a reason.
WHAT DOES BYJU’S DO?

Byju’s says it is the “world’s
largest education technology
company”. It offers online tuto-
rials on subjects such as math,
physics and chemistry for school
students.

The online business boomed

during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Byju’s valuation shot up from
$5 billion before the pandemic to
$22 billion in 2022, and it ac-
quired several companies on the
way.

It also offers offline classes,
executive MBAs for profession-
als and courses for US students,
and says it works with more than
150 million students globally.

MARQUEE INVESTORS, 
LEGAL TROUBLES

Like other education compa-
nies, Byju’s growth slowed as
the pandemic abated and stu-
dents went back offline for
classes. It has in recent weeks
sacked many employees.

Byju’s counts footballer Lionel
Messi and Bollywood actor Shah
Rukh Khan as brand ambassa-
dors. Byju’s and its affiliates’
investors include Blackstone,
Blackrock, General Atlantic and
Tiger Global.

In recent months, investors
have cut their valuation esti-
mates. Blackrock, for example,
slashed its internal valuation of
Byju’s by more than 60% to $8.2
billion, disclosures show. There
are legal headaches too. Byju’s
and its lenders are caught up in
legal cases in the US over re-

structuring of  a $1.2 billion loan.
WHO ARE BYJU’S FOUNDERS?

Byju’s is run by its founder,
Byju Raveendran, and his wife,
Divya Gokulnath. Raveendran,
an engineer by training, whose
parents were teachers, started
teaching mathematics to friends,
and built the business as its pop-
ularity grew.

He launched Byju’s in 2011
and its app in 2015.
WHAT HAS IT SAID?

Byju’s has defended its gov-
ernance practices and business,
saying it is fixing and improving
them. It played down Blackrock’s
valuation cut, saying in a media
interview Blackrock was a minor
shareholder with less than 1%
of  the company. It has also dis-
missed concern over layoffs, and
has said that while it did lay
some people off, it hired more.

Top startup Byju’s battles auditor criticism, board exits
BYJU’S LEADERSHIP

IS IN TALKS WITH
THE INVESTORS TO
TRY TO CONVINCE
THEM TO REVERSE

THEIR DECISION

REUTERS

Washington, June 23: The US
Attorney’s Office in Brooklyn,
New York, has sent inquiries in
recent months to investors with
large holdings in Adani Group,
focused on what the Indian ports-
to-power giant told them,
Bloomberg News reported
Thursday.

T he US Securit ies  and
Exchange Commission also has
a similar probe underway,
Bloomberg reported, citing two
people familiar with the matter.

The authorities are looking
into the representations that
Adani made to its American in-
vestors following short-seller
Hindenburg’s report, according
to reports.

“We are not aware of  any such
subpoena to investors,” an Adani
spokesperson said in an emailed

statement to Reuters.
The group rejects any sug-

gestion that it or its businesses
have not acted as per the regu-
lations and accounting stan-
dards of  the jurisdictions in
which they operate, they added.

“Our various issuer groups
remain confident that the dis-
closures are full and complete as
disclosed in the relevant issuer
offering circulars,” the spokesper-
son said.

In January, Hindenburg
Research said it held short po-
sitions in the group and accused
the conglomerate of  improper
use of  offshore tax havens. The
short-seller also flagged con-
cerns about high debt, eroding
$11 billion in investor wealth.

The Adani group has rejected
all the allegations.

India’s markets watchdog had,
in May, “drawn a blank” in its in-
vestigations into suspected vi-
olations in the group’s overseas
investments and a Supreme
Court-appointed panel said its on-
going pursuit of  the case could
be a “journey without a desti-
nation”.

HINDENBURG RETURNS TO HAUNT

US regulators probe Adani 
Group investor statements 
US authorities are looking

into the representations
that the conglomerate
made to its American

investors in the wake of
allegations of stock

manipulation levelled by
Hindenburg Research

All Adani stocks fall
Adani Group stocks ended in the neg-
ative territory Friday, with Adani
Enterprises falling nearly 7 per cent,
in-line with weak trend in the broad-
er market, amid reports of United
States authorities investigation.
Shares of Adani Enterprises tumbled
6.79 per cent, Adani Transmission
plunged 6.38 per cent, Adani Power
declined 5.61 per cent and Ambuja
Cements tanked 4.19 per cent on the
BSE. Adani Ports fell by 4.16 per cent,
NDTV slumped 3.46 per cent, ACC
declined 3.46 per cent, Adani Wilmar
skidded 3.42 per cent, Adani Total
Gas went lower by 3.21 per cent and
Adani Green Energy dipped 1.50 per
cent. Adani Group stocks have in the
past taken a beating on the bourses
after Hindenburg made a litany of
allegations, including those about
fraudulent transactions and share-
price manipulation, against the busi-
ness conglomerate.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 23: India has
registered a 4.1 per cent growth
in its crude steel production at
11.2 MT amid 5.1 per cent down-
fall in the global output at 161.6
MT in May 2023, according to
the World Steel Association
(worldsteel).

Despite a 7.3 per year-on-year
(y-o-y) fall, China remained the
top steel producing country in
May with 90.1 MT crude steel
production, worldsteel data
showed.

India produced 11.2 MT crude
steel, up 4.1 per cent over May
2022, the body said in its latest
report.

Japan’s output was also 5.2
per cent down y-o-y at 7.6 MT. The
United States produced 6.9 MT
steel registering a 2.3 per cent fall
annually.

Russia is estimated to have
produced 6.8 MT, up 8.8 per cent.
South Korea registered a mar-
ginal fall of  0.1 per cent to 5.8 MT.

While Germany produced 3.2
MT, Brazil 2.8 MT, Türkiye 2.9 MT
and Iran produced 3.3 MT in
May 2023.

Brussels-based World Steel
Association is  one of  the
largest industry associations
in the world, with members
in every major steel-produc-
ing country.

It represents steel producers,
national and regional steel in-
dustry associations, and steel
research institutes. Members
represent around 85 per cent of
global steel production.

India steel output
surges 4% in May 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 23: India’s forex
reserves increased by $2.35 bil-
lion to $596.098 billion for the
week ended June 16, the Reserve
Bank said Friday. 

The overall reserves had
dropped by $1.318 billion to
$593.749 billion in the previous
reporting week. 

It can be noted that in October
2021, the country’s forex kitty
had reached an all-time high of
$645 billion. The reserves have
been declining as the central
bank deploys the kitty to defend
the rupee amid pressures caused
majorly by global developments.

For the week ended June 16,
the foreign currency assets, a
major component of  the reserves,

increased by $2.578 billion to
$527.651 billion, according to the
Weekly Statistical Supplement
released by the RBI Friday.

Expressed in dollar terms, the
foreign currency assets include
the effect of  appreciation or de-
preciation of  non-US units like
the euro, pound and yen held in
the foreign exchange reserves.

Gold reserves dropped by $324
million to $45.049 billion, the
RBI said.

The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were up by $62 million to
$18.249 billion, the central bank
said.

The country’s reserve posi-
tion with the IMF was up by $34
million to $5.149 billion in the re-
porting week, the apex bank
data showed.

Forex reserves jump 
$2.35bn to $596bn
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 23: The na-
tional selection panel Friday ef-
fectively brought curtains down
on veteran Cheteshwar Pujara’s
international career by drop-
ping him from Indian Test squad
for the two-Test series against the
West Indies, starting July 12.

Inclusion of  powerhouse do-
mestic performers Yashasvi

Jaiswal and Ruturaj Gaikwad
in the 16-member squad is a clear
indication that the four-mem-
ber panel, headed by Shiv Sundar
Das, is now looking at the next
two-year  World  Test
Championship cycle (2023-2025).

That Pujara will be dropped
and skipper Rohit Sharma is
likely to lead the Test side in
the Caribbean was reported by
the PTI recently.

The other significant devel-
opment was Ajinkya Rahane’s re-
appointment as the vice-captain
of  the Test side just after mak-
ing an international comeback
in the previous game.

While Mohammed Shami has
been given complete rest from
both Tests and ODIs after nearly
three months of  hectic compet-
itive cricket, the selectors have
indeed started the phasing out
process by dropping the profli-
gate Umesh Yadav and bring-

ing in the consistent
Kolkata  seamer

Mukesh Kumar in
the main squad.

Navdeep Saini,
whose career had
been on a free-fall
since the historic
tour  of
Australia, also
gets a chance

for resurrection
as his hit-the-deck
(140 clicks) bowl-
ing might be ef-
fective on the slow
Caribbean tracks.

All three new en-
trants – Jaiswal,
Gaikwad and

Mukesh –
were the stand-
by players for

the WTC
final.
They

have been
very consistent

in domestic cricket over past
few seasons. The ODI squad did-
n’t have any major surprise with
17 members literally picking
themselves. 

The injured Jasprit Bumrah,
Shreyas Iyer and KL Rahul,
whenever fit, also select them-
selves and together these 20 play-
ers will most likely make the
core group going into the big
World Cup.

Pujara comeback unlikely
When Pujara was dropped for

the home series against Sri
Lanka along with Rahana, the for-
mer chairman of  selectors
Chetan Sharma had said that
doors were not closed for the
gritty No.3 and he could go get
back to first-class cricket and
earn his stripes.

Pujara went back to County
Cricket and played for Sussex. He
scored tons of  runs and was re-
called for the one-off  Test against
England in 2022 and also got a
chance to complete 100 Tests
milestone in the series against
Australia this year.

“Once he failed in Australia se-
ries at home, there was very lit-
tle chance for him but selectors
didn’t want to change things
ahead of  WTC final,” a BCCI
source in know of  things told

PTI on conditions of  anonymity.
“Twin failures at Oval sealed

his fate. SS Das was in London
for WTC final. He must have had
a word with head coach Rahul
Dravid and intimated his panel’s
thought-process post final,” the
source added.

If  Pujara’s knocks of  90 and 102
against Bangladesh are taken
away, he has scored at a poor av-
erage of  26 in the last three years
and perhaps got a very long rope
for non-performance. 

New bloods
After he scored 213 and 144 in

the Irani Cup for Rest of  India
against MP, the stylish Mumbai
left-hander Jaiswal was expected
to earn his maiden Test call up.
With a first-class average of  80.21,
Jaiswal has shown that he is a
special talent and needed to be
fast-tracked. 

In pre-IPL days, the selectors
would always be wary about
temperament of  domestic per-
formers at the highest level but
one good thing about IPL is a
chance to test one’s skills against
the best in the world.

Both Jaiswal and Gaikwad,
who plays Maharashtra, can
open and bat at No.3. If  they
forge a good combination at
top in future, there is every
chance that Shubman Gill can
bat at the coveted No.4 posi-
tion as and when Virat Kohli
decides to move on.

END OF ROAD FOR PUJARA!

ODI: Rohit Sharma (C), Shubman Gill,
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Virat Kohli, Surya
Kumar Yadav, Sanju Samson (wk),
Ishan Kishan (wk), Hardik Pandya
(VC), Shardul Thakur, Ravindra Jadeja,
Axar Patel, Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep
Yadav, Jaydev Unadkat, Mohd. Siraj,
Umran Malik, Mukesh Kumar.
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TEST: Rohit Sharma (C), Shubman
Gill, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Virat Kohli,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Ajinkya Rahane
(VC), KS Bharat (wk), Ishan Kishan
(wk), Ravichandran Ashwin, Ravindra
Jadeja, Shardul Thakur, Axar Patel,
Mohd. Siraj, Mukesh Kumar, Jaydev
Unadkat and Navdeep Saini. 

SAFF C’ship: India look
to ward off Nepal threat 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, June 23: A 4-0 ham-
mering of  Pakistan giving them
the perfect start, India will have
a wonderful opportunity to move
closer to the semifinals of  the
SAFF Championship when they
face Nepal here Saturday. 

On paper, the hosts hold all
the aces, evidenced by an over-
whelming 16-2 overall head-to-
head record in 23 matches played
between them, a sequence that
started in the 1985 SAF Games.
The last meeting between the
two sides came during the 2021
SAFF Championship when India
defeated Nepal 3-0. 

As far as the SAFF tourna-
ment is concerned, India also
have a commanding 6-2 head-to-
head record from nine matches.
Even the recent forms of  both the
teams indicate an Indian domi-
nation.

India entered the SAFF
Championship on the back of
their 2-0 triumph over Lebanon
in the Intercontinental Cup final
in Bhubaneswar.

The Blue Tigers carried that
confidence into their opening
match here  at  the  Sree
Kanteerava Stadium, turning
on the afterburners to hammer
Pakistan 4-0 and the victory was
laced by captain Sunil Chhetri’s
hat-trick. Chhetri’s effort might
have come as a relief  for India as
they are missing the services of
injured Ishan Pandita upfront. 

India will be without the serv-
ices of  head coach Igor Stimac
after he was shown red card dur-
ing India’s 4-0 win over Pakistan
in the ill-tempered opening
match. Assistant coach Mahesh
Gawli will take charge of  the
team at the dugout.

Nepal went down 1-3 to Kuwait
in their opening match and a
positive result against India,

however tough that might be, is
mandatory for them to stay alive
in the SAFF tournament. 

However, India will have to
guard against complacency as
Nepal have the wherewithal to
spring a surprise. Nepal’s 31-
year-old midfielder Rohit Chand,
who plays in Indonesian League,
and forward Anjan Bista could
be surprise packages.

Additionally, Nepal coach
Vincenzo Alberto Annese is quite
familiar with Indian football as
he has served as manager of  I-
League winning side Gokulam
Kerala FC. 

The Indian camp is very much
aware of  Nepal’s potency and
assistant coach Mahesh Gawli
warned his side against letting
their guard down against the
Gorkhalis. 

India have made some strides
under head coach Igor Stimac.
Defence has been India’s Achilles’
Heel in the past but they have
now managed to keep a clean
sheet in the last seven matches,
a record for Stimac’s side.
Experienced Sandesh Jhingan
too seemed to have come into
his elements.

Gawli wanted the team to build
on it, and expressed satisfaction
over the visible improvement. He
attributed it to the cohesiveness
of  the unit. “I think it is because
of  how we practise in training. 

We like to keep things simple
and they are doing it. And they’ve
been playing together for so long
and it has helped them to im-
prove,” he said. Now, it’s time for
India to add another brick in
that process. 

MATCH SCHEDULE
SAFF Championship

Pakistan vs Kuwait 3.30 pm

India vs Nepal 7.30 pm

Telecast: DD Sports/Eurosport
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New Delhi, June 23: Top Indian
wrestler Vinesh Phogat Friday
said the wrestling world will re-
member Yogeshwar Dutt for
being a spineless lackey of  out-
going WFI president  Bri j
Bhushan Sharan Singh, hours
after the London Olympic medal-
list questioned the exemption
granted to her and five others
from the Asian Games and World
Championships trials.

Phogat also alleged that
Yogeshwar had laughed off  the
sexual harassment complaints
against the WFI chief  during the
oversight panel hearings where
he told one of  the women wrestlers
that “such things happen”.

Dutt was one of  the six mem-
bers of  the oversight panel
formed by the government to
probe the sexual harassment al-
legations against Singh. The
government had not made pub-
lic all the findings of  the probe.

Dutt, a London Olympic medal-
list, posted a twitter video Friday,
questioning the logic and crite-
ria behind such an exemption.
Two hours after Dutt’s tweet,
Vinesh came out with a long
statement.

It was first reported by PTI
Thursday that six protesting
wrestlers, including Bajrang
Punia and his wife Sangeeta
Phogat, will have to win just one

bout against the winner of  stage-
one trials to be on the Indian
team for the Asian Games and
World Championships.

“The whole wrestling world un-
derstood that Yogeshwar was
eating  le f tover  from Bri j
Bhushan’s plate. If  anyone raises
voice against injustice in the so-
ciety, then Yogeshwar definitely
vomits,” Vinesh wrote on her
official twitter page.

The fiery Vinesh, double Asian
Games and triple CWG gold
medallist didn’t stop short of
calling Yo geshwar,  a  Brij
Bhushan lackey and someone
who has betrayed his own fra-
ternity.

“Wrestling world will always
remember you for licking the
feet of  Brij Bhushan,” she wrote.
“As long as a Jaichand like
Yogeshwar remains in wrestling,

surely the spirits of  the op-
pressors will remain high,” she
said in a reference to Kanauj
King Jaichand, who is histori-
cally remembered for conspiring
with Muhammad of  Ghor to de-
feat Prithviraj Chauhan.

Allegations against Dutt
Vinesh also alleged that

Yogeshwar tried to mentally dis-
integrate the complainants dur-
ing the hearings. “When I heard
Yogeshwar Dutt’s ugly laugh, it
stuck in my mind. He was a part
of  both the committees, formed
to  probe  al le g ations  (by
wrest lers) .  When women
wrestlers were narrating their
ordeals in front of  the commit-
tee members, he used to laugh. 

“When two female wrestlers
came out to drink water, he fol-
lowed them and said nothing
will happen to Brij Bhushan.

Go and resume your practice,”
the cousin of  BJP leader Babita
Phogat, remarked. Vinesh also
alleged that Yogeshwar asked
female wrestlers to agree for a
compromise and drop charges
against Singh.

“He told another female
wrestler in a very lewd manner
that all this (sexual harassment)
happens, don’t create a big issue
out of  it. Let me know if  you need
anything. After the committee
meeting, Yogeshwar leaked the
names of  women complainants
to Brij Bhushan and the media. 

“He also called the family
members of  many women
wrestlers and told them to keep
their daughters under control.
He was already publicly giving
statements against women
wrestlers, yet he was kept in
both the committees. 

“He constantly prevented
wrestlers and coaches from join-
ing the protest. The whole
wrestling world understood that
Yogeshwar was eating out of
Brij Bhushan’s plate,” she wrote.

She accused Yogeshwar of
making unsavoury remarks
about the ‘jawans’ in Indian
Army, students, and people from
minority community. “Earlier
he made cheap comments about
farmers, jawans, students,
Muslims, Sikhs and now he is en-
gaged in defaming women
wrestlers.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Taipei, June 23: Star Indian
shuttler HS Prannoy suffered a
straight-game loss to Hong Kong’s
Ng Ka Long Angus in the quar-
terfinals to end country’s cam-
paign at the Taipei Open Super
300 tournament here Friday.

The World No.9 Indian didn’t
quite find his rhythm, going
down 19-21, 8-21 to fifth seed Ka
Long in a lopsided contest.
Coming into the match with a 6-
5 head-to-head record, third seed
Prannoy matched his rival in
the beginning but as the match
wore on, he crumbled.

Both the shuttlers didn’t yield
much as they engaged in a tight
game, leading to a close affair in
the first part of  the opening
game. After Ka Long made a
service error, Prannoy grabbed
a slender two-point lead at the
break.

The Indian netted a shot and
missed the line next as it was 12-
12. Prannoy played some good-
looking jump smashes to wrig-
gle out of  situations but the

Hong Kong player kept himself
in the hunt as lead kept chang-
ing hands till 19-19. Ka Long
then won a rally comprising par-
allel shots to grab a game point
and converted it when Prannoy
went long.

Ka Long continued the mo-
mentum in the second game,
leading 7-2 at one stage. His re-
turns were more precise and
smashes had a little more sting
as he troubled the Indian.

The Hong Kong player held a
five-point cushion at the interval
after a rally ended with Prannoy
going to net. Things went down-
hill for the Indian there after as
he made simple errors, while
Ka Long was more alert and
showed more initiative.

A weak return from Prannoy
was disposed off  quickly as Ka
Long lead 17-8. Prannoy tried to up
the pace only to falter at the net.
Eventually another backhand
drive from Prannoy went to the net,
handing 12 match points to the
Hong Kong player, who converted
it after the Indian made a judge-
ment error at the backline.

Prannoy defeated in
Taipei Open quarters

Vinesh takes a dig at Yogeshwar
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New Delhi, June 23: There is
something about 16 that has a lin-
gering sweet aftertaste. Ask
Indian skipper Rohit Sharma,
who completed 16 summers as
an international cricketer after
starting as a highly-rated 20-
year-old from Mumbai’s famous
stable of  batters.

June 23, 2007, Rohit made
his debut under current head
coach Rahul Dravid’s captaincy
in an ODI game in Ireland, a
match India won quite easily
as one got a glimpse of  the
youngster clad in full-sleeved
jumpers amidst biting cold in
Belfast.

Following 441 international
games, 17115 runs and 43 in-
ternational hundreds, the 36-
year-old ‘Hit-Man’ now stands
on the most important cusp
of  his illustrious career: To

end the 10-year jinx for an ICC
trophy.

An antithesis to Mumbai’s
much talked about ‘Khadoos’
school of  batsmanship, Rohit’s
graceful strokeplay is what
makes him stand-out among his
peers. But as he leads the team
to West Indies, one can recol-
lect how Rohit had described
his feelings when Dravid, the
then captain informed him
about his debut.

“It was way back in
2007 when I was selected,
but the first time I had
the opportunity to in-
te ract  with  him
(Dravid)  was  in
Bangalore at a camp,”
Rohit had told medi-
apersons during an
interaction just after
Dravid took over as
coach.

“It was a very brief

chat and I was actually kind of
very nervous and I never used
to talk so much even with my
age group of  people, so leave
alone these guys at that point. 

“So I was just quietly doing
my things and getting a move
on with my game. But yeah,
in Ireland the first time when
he came and told me that you
will be playing this game I was
on the moon, obviously, it felt
like a dream to be part of  the
dressing room,” he had rec-
ollected.

Dravid remembered it dur-
ing that press meet as if  it
happened a day before. “I
guess time flies, doesn’t it?
I actually remember Rohit
even before the Ireland
series when we were play-
ing  a  chal leng er  in
Madras (Chennai). We
all knew that Rohit was
going to be special,” he

said.
“Having to carry the legacy

of  obviously Mumbai cricket
and Indian cricket is not an
easy one and he’s done it with
a lot of  grace and class,” said
Dravid.

However, as he completes 16
years in international cricket,
the best compliment from a dis-
tance would certainly be from
Virat Kohli. “When he burst
onto the scene, everyone spoke
about this young player Rohit
Sharma and I used to be curi-
ous,” Kohli had said during
YouTube show ‘Breakfast With
Champions’. 

“We are also talented young
player so why this fuss about
this guy alone? Then we saw
T20 World Cup and once I saw
him bat, I quietly slumped into
my couch because when you
saw, you knew what people were
talking about.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, June 23: The tickets
for the inaugural MotoGP Bharat
to be held in Greater Noida in
September range from Rs 800 to
40,000.

Uttar Pradesh Chief  Minister
Yogi Aditynath Friday unveiled
the tickets sales for the premier
two-wheel racing competition
to  be  held  at  the  Buddh
International Circuit from
September 22 to 24.

As reported by PTI earlier
this month, the lowest denomi-
nation of  tickets is from Rs 800
in order to cater to the mass au-
dience. The Main Grandstand
ticket prices range between Rs
20,000 to Rs 30,000, depending
on the tier a fan would prefer
with a centre stage view. A more
plush and exclusive experience
can be had with a ticket in the
Platinum Corporate Box which
is priced at Rs 40,000.

The Indian promoters of  the
event, Fairstreet Sports, also ho-
noured the UP CM, who has been
instrumental in paving the way
for MotoGP’s smooth ride to
make its maiden entry into the
country, with the first ticket of
the historic race event.

On behalf  of  MotoGP, the or-
ganisers also gifted the CM a
helmet of  the renowned Italian
rider Enea Bastianini. The tick-
ets  went live from Friday
‘BookMyShow’.

Hit-Man hits ‘Sweet 16’, internationally 

MotoGP Bharat
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