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Actor Kajol, speaking on the concept of female
pleasure, says it should be normalised
like eating and drinking

PRAGMATIC APPROACH
Carlos Alcaraz gets No.1 seeding at Wimbledon
over Novak Djokovic due to current 
ATP rankings 

TOP BILLING FOR ALCARAZ 

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

A researcher in Wuhan claims China deliberately
engineered coronavirus as a ‘bioweapon’ with an
aim to infecting people

INTERNATIONAL | P10
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Say anything absurd, nasty or 
irritating... I assure you nobody 

will throw a single tomato

INDEX                         VARIATION

SENSEX 63915.42 499.39

NIFTY 18972.10 154.70

DOLLAR 82.00 `0.05

EURO 89.50 `0.37 
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MARKET WATCH

HOMECOMING FOR DEITIES: All the three chariots-Nandighosha, Taladhwaja and Darpadalana - reached the Singhadwar of Srimandir in Puri as part of the return car festival, Wednesday OP PHOTO

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 28: A total of
27 metric tonne (1MT equal to
1,000kg) of  ice and snow melt-
ing in the Himalayas had been
prevented by the Indian national
lockdown, in place from March
25, 2020, to May 31, 2020, accord-
ing to a new study. Diminished
anthropogenic pollutant emis-
sions during the 2020 Covid-19
lockdown reduced snow melt-
ing in the Himalayas, the report
published in Proceedings of  the
National Academy of  Sciences
(PNAS) Nexus said. It added that
if  emission of  various gases is
reduced, global warming can be
reduced to a great extent.

Liqiang Zhang from Beijing
Normal University, China, and
colleagues explored how the sud-

den, dramatic reduction in par-
ticulate pollution in the region
affected snow and ice melt, using
multiple satellite data as well
as  a  coupled atmosphere-
chemistry snow model.

The authors estimate that the
reduced anthropogenic pollu-
tant emissions during the Indian
lockdown was responsible for
71.6 per cent of  the reduction
in radiative forcing on snow in

April 2020 compared to the same
period in 2019.

“This reduction in radiative
forcing may have prevented 27MT
in ice and snow melting. The 
results emphasised the power
of  reducing anthropogenic pol-
lutant emissions when combat-
ing snow and ice melt,” the 
authors said in the report.

Snow and ice on the Tibetan
plateau act as a water source

for over 20 per cent of  the global
population. However, ice and
snow in the Himalayas have been
melting at an accelerating rate
in recent decades which many
scientists have termed alarm-
ing and have said may ‘lead to
global catastrophe in the not too
distant future’.

While much of  the melting
of  snow and ice in the Himalayas
is attributable to climate change,
air pollution also plays a role.
This is because dark particles of
dust and soot that fall on frozen
surfaces absorb solar energy
and melt the nearby snow and
ice, the authors pointed out.
They added that such restric-
tions on emission of  polluted
material should be implemented
in all countries to prevent global
warming. 

Lockdown slowed Himalayan meltdown 
REDUCED ANTHROPOGENIC POLLUTANT LED TO THE DECREASE IN MELTING OF ICE AND SNOW ON THE TIBETAN PLATEAU 

AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 28: Since the
Bahanaga Bazaar train disas-
ter which took place June 2,
leaving 292 dead and more than
1,000 persons injured, probes
have been initiated to ascertain
the cause behind the accident.
The Indian Railways has always
said that safety of  passengers is
its prime concern. However, in
response to a recent RTI query,
the Railways have stated that
more than 2.74 lakh posts are
lying vacant as of  this month in
the organisation, with over 1.7
lakh of  them in the ‘Safety’ cat-
egory alone.

In its reply to the questions
filed by Chandra Shekhar Gaur,
a Madhya Pradesh-based Right
to Information (RTI) Act activist,
the national transporter said at
present 2,74,580 posts are vacant
in Group C category, including
Level 1 or entry-level staff. This
includes 1,77,924 vacancies in
the ‘Safety’ category, it added.

“The total number of  non-
gazetted posts vacant i.e. Group-
C (including Level-1) in Indian
Railways, as available in this of-
fice, as on 01.06.2023 (provisional)
is: 2,74,580,” the Ministry said
in its reply. “On the ‘Safety’ cat-
egory, there are more than 9.82
lakh posts of  which over 8.04 lakh
are filled which means there is a

vacancy of  1,77,924 posts,” it added.
It should be stated here that the

‘Safety’ category are personnel
directly involved with train op-
erations. They include key pro-
files like loco pilots, tracksper-
sons, pointsmen, electrical works,
signal and telecom assistants,
engineers, technicians, clerks,
guards/train managers, station
masters and ticket collectors.

The shortage of  staff  in key
‘Safety’ posts has been flagged by
railway unions regularly. In fact,
rail unions have urged the
Ministry for more posts in seg-
ments like track maintenance
and fitness, senior and junior
section engineers, gangmen and
technicians.

Explaining how this has af-
fected the on-ground work, offi-
cials said that it puts tremen-
dous pressure on the workforce,
and the on-ground staff  has to

cover eight to 10kms daily to in-
spect tracks. “This is a sensi-
tive job that requires more at-
tention and it’s difficult for them
to cover so much distance,” an
official said. Others pointed out
that shortage of  staff  can lead
to compromising the well-being
of  passengers travelling in trains. 

Officials said the Railways,
which has set a target of  filling
up 1.52 lakh vacancies by October
2023, has already provided letters
of  appointment to 1.38 lakh can-
didates. Out of  these, 90,000 have
joined. They said 90 per cent of
these posts are of  ‘Safety’ cate-
gory. The Railways have faced
criticism over its safety measures
since the Balasore tragedy.

1.7L ‘Safety’ posts vacant
Railway unions have repeatedly flagged the Ministry to fill the vacant
positions stating that the present workforce is under a lot of pressure  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jhumpura/Koraput, June 28:
Three persons were killed
Wednesday in separate incidents
of  electrocution during Bahuda
Jatra festival in Keonjhar and
Koraput districts. 

In the first incident Wednesday
noon, two persons were elec-
trocuted and four others sus-
tained serious injuries after the
flag of  the chariot came in con-
tact with a live 11-KV wire ahead
of  the ‘Pahandi Bije’ rituals of
the deities before pulling of  the
chariots at Kendua village under
Jhumpura block in Keonjhar
district. The deceased were iden-
tified as Jugal Kishore Barik,
40, of  Bhubanpasi village and
Barun Giri, 42, of  Kendua village.   

Tragedy struck when three
persons pulling the chariot tried
to turn it sideways. An iron pole
hoisting the flag came in con-
tact with a live wire leaving the
three seriously injured. They
were rushed to the Jhumpura
hospital where doctors declared
two dead on arrival. The third in-
jured, Shankarshan Pradhan,
42 was shifted to the district
headquar ters  hospital  in
Keonjhar after his condition de-
teriorated.

In the second incident, a youth
was electrocuted and another

sustained critical injuries after
the ‘Taladhwaja’ chariot of  the
deity constructed of  iron came
in contact with a live wire at
Kolab Nagar in Koraput district.
The deceased was identified as
Babula Nahak, 28 while Krishna
Rao, 54 is undergoing treatment.  

Champua Power department
SDO Narayan Behera ruled out
any wrongdoing on the part of
the local office. He said that
the 11-KV line was 30 feet behind
the spot where the chariot had
been parked. He blamed locals
for pushing the chariot back-
ward due to which the acci-
dent occurred. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nabarangpur, June 28: Two
persons, including a woman were
killed Wednesday and eight oth-
ers suffered serious injuries in a
road accident in Dhulu Ghati
under Jayapatna block in this
district. Police said that the ac-
cident occurred when the driver
of  a pick-up van lost control of  the
vehicle and it skidded off  a bridge
and fell into a gorge 40 feet deep.

The deceased have been iden-
tified as the driver of  the vehi-
cle, Singh Goud (28) and Mukta
Majhi (50). 

On being informed, police ar-
rived at the accident spot and res-
cued the injured. They said 12
people from Timanpur village

were travelling in the jackfruit-
laden vehicle when the accident
occurred. The injured are cur-
rently undergoing treatment at the
district headquarters hospital.

Earlier in the wee hours of
Wednesday, a truck ploughed into
a marriage procession killing
five and injuring nine others in
Keonjhar district. The incident
took place at Sathighar Sahi near
National Highway-20. Preliminary
reports said that the deceased
included the groom’s nephew
and three relatives from the 
bride’s side.

Expressing grief  over the ac-
cident Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik announced an ex-gra-
tia of  ̀ 3 lakh for the next of  kin
of  each deceased. 

Bhim army chief
Aazad shot, injured 

SAHARANPUR: Dalit leader
and Bhim army chief  Chandra
Shekhar Aazad was injured when
unidentified assailants opened
fire Wednesday on his car in
UP’s Deoband, police said. Aazad
(36) had gone to attend a ‘ter-
havin’ ritual at a supporter’s
home in Saharanpur district’s
Deoband when he was fired on
as he was leaving, informed po-
lice officials. “The assailants
were in a car and opened fire on
Azad’s SUV from the right side.
A bullet grazed his abdomen. He
has been admitted to a hospital
and his condition is stable,” SP
Deoband, Abimanyu Manglik
said. Efforts are on to nab the
miscreants, he added.  P9

2 new members 
in SC Collegium

NEW DELHI: Chief  Justice of
India (CJI) DY Chandrachud-led
five-judge Collegium has under-
gone a change with the inclusion
of  Justices BR Gavai and Surya
Kant, after two senior judges
demitted office during the sum-
mer break. Justices KM Joseph
and Ajay Rastogi, who were part
of  the Collegium, retired June
16 and 17, respectively. Besides
the CJI, the revamped Collegium
now includes Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul, Sanjiv Khanna,
BR Gavai and Surya Kant. 

Chandrayan-3 launch
scheduled for mid-July

NEW DELHI: India is looking
at July 13 as a possible launch
date for Chandrayaan-3 that en-
tails landing a rover on the lunar
surface. A senior official said
Wednesday that  the
Chandrayaan-3 mission would be
launched July 13 at 2.30 pm from
the Satish Dhawan Space Centre
at Sriharikota. However, Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) chairman S Somanath
said while the date has not been
finalised yet, the agency was
looking at the earliest possible
date between July 12 and 19. He
was speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of  an Indian Air
Force event. 

lakh appointment
letters issued so far by
the Railways this year

RAIL UNIONS UNHAPPY OVER 
THE LACK OF WORKFORCE

SHORT TAKES

AAP at it again
AGENCIES

New Delhi, June 28: The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) extended
Wednesday its ‘in-principle sup-
port’ to the  Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) but said it should be
brought in with a consensus
after extensive consultations
with stakeholders.

“The AAP supports UCC in
principle. Article 44 (of  the
Constitution) also supports it.
But the government should bring
in UCC only when there is a con-
sensus among the stakehold-
ers,” AAP national general sec-
retary Sandeep Pathak said here
Wednesday.

The decision of  the AAP came
as a surprise to many opposi-
tion parties including the
Congress, who had met last week
in Patna to present a united front
against the BJP in the upcoming
2024 Lok Sabha elections. The
statement by AAP will certainly
develop new fissures in the op-
position camp, sources said. 

Earlier in the day, Congress
leader P Chidambaram had
said that the UCC cannot be
forced on people by an ‘agenda-
driven majoritarian govern-
ment’ as it will ‘widen divi-
sions’ among people. The former
Union minister claimed PM
Narendra Modi was batting for
UCC to divert people’s atten-
tion from issues of  unemploy-
ment, price rise and hate crimes.

Earlier Trinamool Congress
supremo and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
had said that her government
will never implement UCC in
the state. 

7 dead, 17 injured
in 2 road mishaps

Three electrocuted
during Bahuda Jatra

In both incidents reported from Keonjhar and Koraput
districts, live wires led to the tragedy

6 DIE AS RATH
CATCHES FIRE
Agartala: Six people died and 15 oth-
ers were injured as a chariot caught
fire after coming in contact with a
high-tension wire in Tripura’s Unakoti
district Wednesday, police informed.
The incident happened around
4.30pm in Kumarghat locality during
the ‘Ulta Rath Yatra’ festival of Lord
Jagannath, they said. Thousands of
people were pulling the ‘Rath’, made
of iron, when it came in contact with
a 133kv overhead cable and caught
fire, police said. A police official 
said that the condition of six of the
injured are stated to be critical. P9



P2 HARRISON FORD DOESN’T 
SEE HIMSELF AS A LEGEND

leisure
Actor Harrison Ford, the 80-year-old known for iconic
roles like Indiana Jones and Star Wars, doesn’t view
himself as a legend. He considers himself a regular
working actor and feels that being labeled a legend
implies old age, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

Actor Idris Elba was one of the biggest contenders
for portraying James Bond after Daniel Craig left
the franchise. However,  Elba shared that he
refused to play the famous MI6 spy-assassin due to
high racist backlash, reports Deadline.

THURSDAY | JUNE 29 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR

y
y

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

AQUARIUS
Today, you social butterflies
will set hearts fluttering!
Also, whatever you have
been working on will reach completion
now. You do have a great vision, but
you're lost when it comes to executing
your plans. Ganesha assures success if
only you are a little more practical!

PISCES
The focus today is on touch-
ing base with your near and
dear ones, says Ganesha. It is
likely that you will renew some old associa-
tions in a social function, or in matters
related to business. 

SAGITTARIUS
A nice, easy and pleasant
day is on the cards. Your
professional approach will
bring you much appreciation, especially
in the way you handle complicated prob-
lems. The way you balance people's opin-
ions will help you make many friends.

LIBRA
Call it two sides of the same
coin, but today, you shall
have the uncanny desire to
be your own master and servant. But this
day is all set to be animated and eventful
and full of life. Expect a few run-ins with
the opposite sex, as you are bound to
attract quite a few of them, mainly
because of your killer good looks. Hitting
the gym pays its dividends, says Ganesha.

SCORPIO
You may find yourself sulk-
ing in your shell today, feels
Ganesha. One event or
another may lead you to shut out work.
Hindsight and bitterness will not lead you
anywhere, so Ganesha advises that you
must steer clear of negativity. Soul search-
ing and inner cleansing may best be com-
plimented with meditation and yoga.

LEO
Friendships are supposed to
last forever. But it all
depends on whether or not
the friend is around when most needed.
Today, your pals may turn to you for help,
and sure enough, you will be there to
extend all the support you can, says
Ganesha. Get ready to make new
acquaintances today, some of whom may
go on to become life-long friends. 

VIRGO
You are the banner carrier
for those around you today,
giving hope and inspiring.
Clad yourself in robes of the perfect
family man. This should spread
warmth and love, and will work won-
ders in improving relationships.

GEMINI
If you have children, they
will be a pampered lot
today, says Ganesha. Your affection,
however, may not have its desired
impact. Children are known to be
unpredictable, but keep an eye on
their activities, especially today. 

CANCER
Today, you will need to rise
above your emotional lean-
ings and will have to choose
between doing the right thing and keep-
ing your loved ones happy. So far, you
have managed to strike a balance. It is
about time that you learn to deal with
your fears, suggests Ganesha.

ARIES
You will share wonderful
moments with your beloved
today. Go ahead and learn
some musical instrument, suggests
Ganesha: it's a beautiful way to con-
vey emotions. And it provides a per-
fect means to woo someone anew.
Join a class before the mood wanes.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
It is highly unlikely that you
will be emotional and senti-
mental today, predicts
Ganesha. Adopt a laid-back attitude
towards life to feel at ease. Public ser-
vants will have encouraging and affirma-
tive results in their efforts. Your compe-
tency will be put to test at the work place.

CAPRICORN
Recognition and rewards
are awaiting you at work,
and unlike in most cases,
colleagues won't be envious of your suc-
cess. They will, in fact, provide the much-
needed motivation for taking up new and
challenging projects, says Ganesha. For
those of you looking to switch jobs, wait
awhile, this may not be the right time. You
will be showered with better job opportu-
nities, but it will be wise of you to wait till
you strike the right deal.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

ELBA REFUSES TO PLAY 
BOND DUE TO RACISM

When Amrish Puri was called ‘anti-national’

Mumbai: Actress Kajol, who completed 30 years in the film industry
and will be next seen in Lust Stories 2, Wednesday
opened up on the concept of  female pleasure. 

In an interview with a film magazine, the
Baazigar actress said, it should be normalised
in the same way that the society has nor-
malised eating and drinking.

“At one point in time as a society, we were
very open about it. It was part of  our ancient
texts and our education. We later closed our-
selves off  from it. But at the end of  the day,
it is a very normal part of  life that we can-
not do without. I think it needs to be nor-
malised the same way that we’ve normalised
eating and drinking. It’s really a question of
making it a part of  the conversation rather than
closing it off,” she added. 

In the same interview, Kajol also
spoke about the evolution of
lust in cinema over the
years. “Lust used to be
two flowers coming
together at one point.
But we’ve evolved
just a step forward
and decided to
make some-
thing like Lust
Stories 2. Right
now,  the
movies are
speaking in
the language
that love is de-
f ined today.
People believe in
multiple soul-
mates these days.
And therefore, all
the love stories
we've made so far
have been very
differently made.
T hey 're  based
more on friend-
ships, modern re-
lationships and so-
ciety,” signed off
the actor. AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar: The mak-
ers of  the critically acclaimed
and hit Odia movie
Daman are bring-
ing yet another
movie about a real-
life incident.

The director duo
of  Vishal Mourya
and Debi Prasad
Lenka Wednesday
shared the poster
of  their new movie titled 
Mission O2.

“We have always cele-
brated our super heroes,
now it’s time to honor our
super state,” reads the poster.

The movie is being pro-

duced & directed by Vishal
Mourya & Debi Prasad

Lenka.  The devel-
opment has stoked
intense interest
about the cast of  the
movie, it was learnt.

According to
sources in the know,
the film will tell the
story of  Odisha gov-
ernment’s initiative

to supply medical oxygen
and how it embarked on a
mission to despatch more
than 28,000 tonnes of  medical
oxygen to 17 deficit states
in two months.

PNN

Daman makers’ next
titled Mission O2

Bhubaneswar: Odia
movie Priye Tu Mo Sie,
the fourth production
of  Jhi l ik  Motion
Pictures (JMP), will
release in theatres
Thursday.

In the film, popular
actress  Elina
Samantray will be
seen pairing up with
Amlan Das for the first
time in her career.

Directed  by
Sudhanshu Mohan
Sahoo, the plot of  the
movie revolves around
the lives of  a poor boy
and a rich girl and how
they fall in love. Bobby
Mishra is also playing
an important role in
the movie. The film’s
music has been scored
by Baidyanath Dash

while the drama part
was shot entirely in
Baripada.  The songs
have been picturised in
Manali  and
Chandigarh, informed
the makers.

Headed by actress
Jhilik Bhattacharjee,
JMP earlier had pro-
duced Rudrani with
her as lead, Kiss Miss
with Shivani  and
Swaraj and Tora Mora
Katti starring Sidhant
Mohapatra, Sheetal
Patra and Shailendra.

PNN

Priye Tu Mo Sie to 
hit theatres today

Female pleasure should
be normalised: Kajol

Mumbai: The much-awaited film,
Indiana Jones And The Dial Of
Destiny, is all set to release in Indian
cinemas Thursday. It is the fifth and
final part of  the franchise and will
feature 80-year-old Harrison Ford es-
saying the iconic character one last
time. The first part, Raiders Of  The
Lost Ark, was released in 1981 and
emerged as a cult classic and redefined
the action-adventure genre. In fact,

RRR director S Rajamouli’s next
with Mahesh Babu is also on the
lines of  the franchise, it was learnt.

Interestingly, the second film of
the series, Indiana Jones And The
Temple Of  Doom (1984), was set in
India but was banned by Central
Board of  Film Certification (CBFC).
Moreover, the government didn’t
even permit the shoot in India as
they had reservations about the plot.

The movie showed several Indians as
barbaric and uncivilised. In a dinner
scene set in a palace, the men of
royal blood are seen feasting on
snakes, spiders and monkey brains!
Mola Ram, the main antagonist played
by late Indian actor Amrish Puri, is
seen pulling hearts from victims be-
fore sacrificing them in the most
heinous way.

Though the movie was never re-
leased in India, word spread about its
content and the depiction of  Gods
and it was perceived as demeaning.
Amrish Puri, as expected, faced brick-
bats. He was even termed ‘anti-na-

tional’ and he reacted to this episode
in his autobiography. He wrote, “It
was a chance of  a lifetime working with
Steven Spielberg, and I don’t regret it
even for a moment. I don’t think I did
anything anti-national; it’s really fool-
ish to take it so seriously and get
worked up over it.”

Amrish further wrote, “It’s based
on an ancient cult that existed in
India and was recreated like a fantasy.
I know we are sensitive about our
cultural identity, but we do this to our-
selves in our own films. It's only
when some foreign directors do it
that we start cribbing.” AGENCIES

‘Indiana Jones And The Temple Of Doom (1984)’ was banned in India
as the movie showed several Indians as barbaric and uncivilised. 

The government didn’t even permit the shoot in India 

Mumbai: Actress Celina
Jaitley recently talked

about receiving threats
from people for sup-

porting the LGBT
movement. 

Talking
to media

about
Pride

Month,
t h e  N o

E n t r y  a c -
t r e s s  s a i d ,

“Probier Da,
m y  m a k e u p

artist, played a ma-
ternal role during my dif-

ficult teenage years as a
m o d e l .  H e  w a s  l i k e  a
guardian angel to me. His

demise deeply
affected me. In
our last con-
versat ion  a
week before
his passing, he

expressed his
anxieties
about
growing
o l d  a s  a
gay man,
not hav-
i n g  a
family
or a life
partner,
and his
wish to
wit-
ness
my

mar-
riage to
a won-
derful

man. His entire life was dedicated to
pursuing happiness, a goal he could
never fully attain due to the societal
prejudice against being gay. In one
tragic event, all his fears vanished,
leaving a lasting impact on me.”

“I faced threats from individuals
across the nation. Even colleagues
within the film industry who identify
as LGBTQIA distanced themselves,
fearing that any connection with me
would expose their own identities.
Despite the dangers, I persisted in
supporting LGBTQIA organisations,
events, and film festivals. To ensure
my safety, I had to hire expensive
personal security. I endured ques-
tioning about my own sexuality and

was being excluded
from social cir-

c l e s  a n d  f i l m
projects,” 

revealed the
actress.

AGENCIES

Celina threatened for backing LGBT movement
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TALENT FETED

Artist Shashikant Rout
being felicitated during an
event organised at Srirama
Chandra Bhawan in
Cuttack, Wednesday 

downtown

KULDEEP SINGH, OP

New Delhi, June 28: The
Congress party Wednesday raised
questions over a deal signed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for procurement of  MQ-9B
Predator UAV drones during his
visit to the United States allegedly
without the approval from
Cabinet Committee on Security. 

The Prime Minister during
his visit to the US had signed the
deal for procurement of  31 MQ-
9B Predator UAV drones at the
cost of  US$ 3.072 billion (Rs 25,200
crore). Alleging a major scam in
the entire deal, the Congress said
that Spain had signed the deal for
Reaper MQ-9 at $46.75 million
per drone and the US bought the
superior quality MQ-9 at $56 mil-
lion per drone while the Indian
government has signed the deal
at $110 million per drone. It added
that the deal was signed with-
out the approval of  Cabinet
Committee on Security.

“Why is India paying more
than the price for a drone, as
compared to other countries?
Why are we paying the highest
price for a drone, which does
not have AI integration?”
Congress asked. The party asked
the Centre to clarify whether
the deal is with the US govern-

ment or with General Atomics,
the manufacturing company.
Asserting that no tender was is-
sued for procurement of  drones,
the Congress demanded a com-
plete transparency on the cost of
drones if  it is a government-to-
government deal between the
US and India. The Congress also
questioned the procurement of
31 drones when the armed forces
have demanded only 19.

Addressing  the  media,
Congress spokesperson Pawan
Khera questioned the Union gov-
ernment on its Aatmanirbhar
Bharat and Make-in India ini-
tiative. He said that the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has been
developing several advanced
drone technologies with the
prominent ones being the RUS-
TOM series, specifically RUS-
TOM-II, also known as TAPAS-
BH-201, developed on the lines of
the Predator drones of  the US.
DRDO can develop similar qual-
ity drones in just 10-20 per cent
of  total cost of  predator drones
from USA. He alleged that the
predator drones are of  outdated
technology and being bought
for four times higher than its
actual price. 

The Congress party further
questioned the links of  the CEO
of  General Atomics with the in-
fluential figures of  the ruling
establishment. Khera, however,
did not name the person who al-
legedly influenced the deal.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 28: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik laid
the foundation stone for the Rs
280 crore Ekamra project on the
last day of  the three-day ground
breaking ceremony, Wednesday.

While laying the foundation,
Patnaik thanked the people who
have offered their land for the
project. The Chief  Minister also
felicitated 14 people who con-
tributed land for the project ce-
menting the government's ded-
ication to the preservation and
revival of  Bhubaneswar's an-
cient heritage.

Representatives of  Brahmana
Nijog, Badu Nijog and Samartha
Nijog presented a photo of
Damodar Besha of  Lord Lingaraj
to the CM. Among others, Steel and
Mines Minister Prafulla Kumar
Mallik, Science and Technology
Minister Ashok Chandra Panda
and 5T Secretary VK Pandian
were present on the stage.

The Ekamra project, also
known as Ekamra Kshetra
Amenities and Monuments
Revival  Action plan,  was
launched by the state govern-
ment in 2019. 

Ekamra Kshetra is a series of
ancient sandstone temples, her-
itage ponds and water tanks in
the Temple City of  Bhubaneswar. 

The wealth of  monuments
in the area is testament to an
ancient continuous architec-
tural and historical heritage

covering over 2,000 years from
the 3rd century BC to the 15th
century AD.

With an allocated 80-acre land
around the revered Lingaraj
Temple, including various mon-
uments, holy tanks, and water
bodies, the project aims to recre-
ate the magnificence of  the an-
cient heritage precinct.

The Phase-l development will
encompass key highlights such
as restoration of  Ekamra
Kshetra’s architectural and ar-
chaeological heritage. A 12-18
metre wide mixed traffic lane
will be implemented, alongside
4-10 metre wide shaded walk-
ways to ensure smooth pedes-
trian flow. Parking facilities will
be relocated to the outer pe-
riphery of  Ekamra Kshetra to al-

leviate  cong estion.
Interconnected landscaped open
spaces will be created, providing
safe gathering areas for devo-
tees, while a 300 square metre
temple facility will be constructed
for the convenience of  pilgrims.

Additionally, a 1,600 square
metre Information and Control
Centre will be developed to cater
to emergency services. A dedi-
cated pedestrian path around
Bindusagar will be constructed to
facilitate easy access to ritual
spaces and Ekamra Van. It seeks
to provide a harmonious blend
of  modern amenities and preser-
vation of  cultural heritage, en-
suring a transformative experience
for visitors and devotees alike.

T he Odisha Bridg e
Construction Corporation

(OBCC) has been entrusted with
the task of  executing the project
and the tender has been finalised.

The Bhumi Pujan for the proj-
ect commenced on the evening
of  June 26 with Yagna rituals
that continued till June 28. 

On the occasion, Lingaraj
Temple, Ananta Basudeva
Temple, Mukteswar Temple,
Bindusagar and other smaller
temples were beautifully deco-
rated with lights. Captivating
sky projections, light and sound
show, dance performances at
BMC Market Complex enthralled
the visitors during the event.

An exhibition featuring a proj-
ect model and information displays
was organised to enlighten visi-
tors about the endeavours taking
place within the Ekamra Kshetra.

CM LAYS STONE FOR `280CR EKAMRA PROJECT
With an allocated 80-acre land around the Lingaraj Temple, including various monuments, holy tanks, 

and water bodies, the project aims to recreate the magnificence of the ancient heritage precinct

Cong picks holes in 
`25K-cr drone deal

DEVPT PLAN 
n A 12-18 metre wide mixed
traffic lane will be 
implemented, alongside 
4-10 metre wide shaded 
walkways to ensure smooth
pedestrian flow

n Parking facilities will be
relocated to the outer
periphery of Ekamra
Kshetra to alleviate 
congestion

n A 1,600 square metre
Information and Control
Centre will be developed 
to cater to emergency 
services

I f  you want to feel not just
alert but ready to go, caf-
feine alone won't do - you

need to experience that cup of  cof-
fee, say scientists after study-
ing the effects of  coffee vs caffeine
in coffee-drinkers.

The scientists wanted to un-
derstand if  the wakefulness ef-
fect came from caffeine or from
the experience of  drinking cof-
fee. “There is a common expec-
tation that coffee increases alert-
ness  and psychomotor
functioning,” said Nuno Sousa

of  the University of  Minho,
Portugal, and corresponding au-
thor of  the study published in the
journal Frontiers in Behavioral
Neuroscience.

“When you get to understand
better the mechanisms under-
lying a biological phenomenon,
you open pathways for exploring
the factors that may modulate it
and even the potential benefits
of  that mechanism,” said Sousa.

The scientists recruited peo-
ple who drank a minimum of
one cup of  coffee per day and

asked them to refrain from eat-
ing or drinking caffeinated bev-
erages for at least three hours be-
fore the study.

The partici-
pants' socio-de-
mographic data
was collected
through inter-
views and their
brains were
scanned using
functional MRI (fMRI), once be-
fore and once 30 minutes after tak-
ing caffeine or drinking a stan-

dardised cup of  coffee. While being
scanned, the participants were
asked to relax and let their minds

wander.
Being aware

of  the neuro-
chemical effects
of  drinking cof-
fee, the scientists
expected  the
brain scans to
show an in -

creased integration of  the pre-
frontal cortical networks asso-
ciated with executive memory

and of  the default mode network
involved in introspective and
self-reflective processes.

However, in both coffee-drinkers
and caffeine-takers, they found
that the introspection network's
connectivity had decreased, sug-
gesting that both coffee and caf-
feine consumption made people
more active and more prepared for
working on tasks. Also, only in cof-
fee-drinkers, the scientists es-
tablished an enhanced connec-
tivity in brain regions accessed for
working memory, cognitive con-

trol and goal-directed behaviour
- the higher visual network and the
right executive control network.
That this didn't take place in caf-
feine-takers suggested, scientists
said, that if  you want to feel not
just alert but ready to go, caffeine
alone won't do - you need to ex-
perience that cup of  coffee.

“In simple words, the subjects
were more ready for action and
alert to external stimuli after hav-
ing coffee,” said Maria Pico-Perez
of  JaumeI University, Spain, and
the study's first author. PTI

Only caffeine won’t do, you need coffee to get going!

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 28: Higher
Education de par tment
Wednesday said this year’s
Common PG Entrance Test
(CPET) which is scheduled for
June 29, 2023 (Thursday) will be
held as notified earlier, despite
Id-ul-Zuha declared a holiday.

“Odisha government has an-
nounced June 29, 2023 (Thursday)
as a holiday on account of  Id-ul-
Zuha. Accordingly all educa-
tional institutions in the state will
remain closed  T hursday.
However, Common PG Entrance
Test (CPET 2023) will be con-
ducted on Thursday as per the
scheduled time. Three sittings of
the CPET 2023 as decided earlier
by State Selection Board of  the
Department will be held to-
morrow,” a tweet of  the I&PR
department issued on behalf  HE
department mentioned.

All higher educational insti-
tutions will remain open June 30
(Friday). The HE department
had announced April 26 the
schedule for CPET-2023 and e-
Admission to universities and col-
leges in Odisha under Student
Academic Management System
(SAMS) for the Session 2023-24.

The entrance tests were to be
held from June 23 to July 4 ex-
cept June 28 and June 30.

CPET to be held
despite holiday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 28: Senior
IPS of ficer  Viplav Kumar
Choudhry, who is supervising
the CBI probe in the June 2
Balasore train accident, was
given a one-and-a-half-year ex-
tension as a joint director in the
agency, Wednesday.

The Appointments Committee
of  the Cabinet approved the ex-
tension in his deputation tenure
for a further period of  one year
and six months from March 28,
2023 to September 27, 2024 (seven
years in total).

An official said he is also su-
pervising the CBI probe in the
Balasore train tragedy.

BALASORE MISHAP

Extension for cop
supervising probe

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, June 28: An estimated
eight lakh devotees thronged
the Pilgrim City to witness
Bahuda Jatra, which marks the
return of  Lord Jagannath and
His siblings – Lord Balabhadra
and Devi Subhadra – from their
aunt’s place – Gundicha Temple
– to Srimandir, Wednesday.

Special rituals were per-
formed at Gundicha Temple
beginning early Wednesday
morning. “The rituals began
with ‘Kusumi Lagi’ at 4:35am.
After Mangal Alati, Mailam,
Tadap Lagi, Rosha Homa,
Abakasha and Dora Lagi,
Pahandi (ceremonial proces-
sion) of  the Sibling deities began
at 7:55am and concluded at
11:05am,” an official said.

Though Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration (SJTA)
had earlier fixed the timing of
Pahandi between 12 noon to
2.30pm, the Lord's procession
was completed much ahead of
the schedule.

As per the tradition, ‘Chhera
Panhara’ (sweeping of  the char-
iots) ritual was performed by
Gajapati Dibyasingha Deb in
all three chariots.

Amid chants  of  ‘Jai
Jagannath’ and beating of  cym-
bals, Taladhwaja of  Lord
Balabhadra was the first to be
pulled at 12:50pm, followed by
Darpadalana of  Devi Subhadra
and Nandighosha of  Lord
Jagannath. Devotees jostled to
catch a glimpse of  the sibling
deities on chariot.

Lord Balabhadra was the
first to reach near the Lion’s
Gate of  Srimandir at 4:40pm, fol-
lowed by Devi Subhadra at
4:45pm. On the way, Lord
Jagannath had to wait near the
king’s  palace for  Laxmi-

Narayana Bheta at 5:55pm.
Lord Jagannath was the last

to reach Lion’s Gate at 6:45pm.
Surprisingly, there was no

rain Wednesday,  and the
weather was clear. 

Fine weather; chariots
reach Singhadwar

Deities to dazzle in
golden attire today

Lord Jagannath and His
sibl ings  — Lord

Balabhadra and Devi
Subhadra – will adorn the
golden attire (Suna Besha)
on chariots, Thursday.

According to  Shree
Ja g annath Temple
Administration (SJTA),
around 10 lakh devotees are
expected to witness the Suna
Besha.

“After completion of  the
Mailam and Ekadashi
Sarbanga rituals, the deities
will be decked in gold jew-
ellery embellished with dia-
mond and gems taken out
from the temple treasury
Thursday,” said an SJTA of-
ficial.

The official added, “Suna
Besha Mailam will be per-
formed between 10pm and
11pm. Pahuda rituals will be
performed at 1am after com-
pletion of  Bada Singhara
Besha of  the sibling deities.”   

The administration has
put in place adequate arrange-
ments to ensure smooth con-
duct of  the rituals, the official
pointed out.

The Adhar Pana (a deli-
cious drink) ritual will be
performed on the chariots
June 30, while the deities will
be taken back to the 12the
century shrine July 1 in a
ritual called Niladri Bije.

COVID-19 TRACKER 
INFECTED RECOVERED DEAD

World 69,00,68,151  66,24,96,191 68,89,432  

India 4,49,92,293  4,44,57,720  5,31,886  

Odisha 13,36,304   13,26,915 9,204

n The party says India signed the
deal with the US at exorbitant
prices & without the approval of
Cabinet Committee on Security
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An imbalance in the neu-
rotransmitters or chem-
icals in the brain, in the

brain's frontal regions respon-
sible for maintaining the exci-
tation-inhibition equilibrium
in these regions has been found
in people with obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder, or OCD.

Glutamate is an “excitatory”
neurochemical allowing elec-
trical impulses to send infor-
mation across brain networks,
whereas GABA is the “in-
hibitory” one, dampening neu-
ral excitation and thereby, cre-
ating and maintaining a balance.

In OCD sufferers, the gluta-
mate-GABA balance was “dis-
rupted” in two regions of  the
brain’s cerebral cortex, both fun-
damentally involved in decid-
ing the balance between our con-
scious goals and more automatic
habits,  the  University  of
Cambridge (UK) research
showed.

Using magnetic resonance
spectroscopy, the researchers

found heightened glutamate and
lowered GABA levels in one of
these cerebral cortical regions,
the anterior cingulate cortex,
of  people with OCD than in those
without.

Further, enhanced glutamate
levels in the other cerebral cor-
tical region, the supplementary
motor region, were linked to
severity of  OCD symptoms’,
along with a tendency towards
habitual and compulsive be-
haviour. The researchers found
this to be the case in both OCD
patients as well as healthy par-
ticipants with milder compul-
sive tendencies.

The research, thus, suggested
that “compulsions arise from a
dysregulated brain system for
controlling habits”, the scien-
tists said.

Publishing their study in the
journal Nature Communications,
the neuroscientists said it will
open up new avenues for treat-
ing a potentially disabling OCD,
a psychiatric disorder charac-

terised by recurrent and per-
sistent thoughts and feelings
and repetitive, ritualised be-
haviours.

“Understanding obsessive-
compulsive disorder is a cen-

tral question for psychiatry. We
have now shown definitive
changes in these key neuro-
transmitters in OCD sufferers,”
said senior author Trevor
Robbins from Cambridge's

Department of  Psychology.
“Excess glutamate and reduced
GABA is disrupting the neural
circuitry in key regions of  the
OCD brain.”

For some sufferers, severe
OCD is a mental health dis-
order causing untold misery
and leading to loss of  work
and relationships, and social
isolation.

“Symptoms of  intrusive
thoughts and repetitive rituals
can confine patients to their
homes for months on end,” said
Robbins. In extreme cases, the
lack of  control and sense of  hope-
lessness caused by OCD can even
result in thoughts of  suicide.

In terms of  treatment, while
people with milder symptoms
can benefit from some anti-de-
pressants, fewer and extreme
options exist for those with se-
vere OCD, such as deep-brain
stimulation and even a neuro-
surgical removal of  the ante-
rior cingulate cortex entirely.

The researchers say that raised

glutamate levels may prove to be
an OCD “biomarker” guiding
new therapies, including med-
ication.

“The results suggest new
strategies for medication in OCD
based on available drugs that
regulate glutamate. In particu-
lar, drugs that inhibit presy-
naptic glutamate receptors,”
said Robbins. A presynaptic re-
ceptor is the part of  a nerve cell
that controls release of  neuro-
transmitter chemicals.

Along with scans, the re-
searchers conducted tests and
questionnaires with all partici-
pants to gauge obsessive-com-
pulsive and habitual tendencies,
which checked for their behav-
ioural adaptability to better pur-
sue goals, rather than repeat-
ing responses out of  habit.

“Compulsions and habits are
not the same, but impaired reg-
ulation of  habits can be the basis
of  compulsions and shift peo-
ple away from their goal-directed
behaviour,” said Robbins. PTI

Chemical imbalance in forebrain behind OCD, research finds

FOR SOME SUFFERERS, SEVERE OCD IS A MENTAL HEALTH DISORDER
CAUSING UNTOLD MISERY AND LEADING TO LOSS OF WORK AND

RELATIONSHIPS, AND SOCIAL ISOLATION

In OCD sufferers, the 
glutamate-GABA balance was

“disrupted” in two regions of the
brain’s cerebral cortex, the University
of Cambridge research showed

The research,
thus,

suggested that
“compulsions
arise from a
dysregulated
brain system
for controlling
habits”, the
scientists said

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar,  June 28:
Tomatoes, which were available
at `40-50 per kg two days ago,
are now being sold at a price of
`80-100 per kg in different mar-
kets of  Odisha. According to
traders, the retail price of  tomato
was `80 per kg in Unit-I veg-
etable market of  Bhubaneswar
while it  was `90 per kg at
Cuttack’s Chhatra Bazaar and
Balasore urban market. 

The price of  the vegetable has
reached `100  per  kg  in
Berhampur and Bhadrak. Even
in some places, the price has
gone beyond `100 per kg, the
traders said. All these prices are
in different markets in the urban
areas or district headquarters
and price would be much more

in the rural markets, they said. 
Blaming rain, Food Supplies

& Consumer Welfare Minister
Atanu Sabyasachi Nayak said,
“Incessant rain has affected
farmers as well as the market.
Tomatoes are usually procured
from Bangalore. We hope the
situation will improve soon.”

“We have already instructed
department officials to put a
check on the market and take
appropriate action against those

who are indulging in hoarding
and other illegal activities,”
Nayak added.

The sudden price hike has im-
pacted the consumers. While
some chose to buy much less
quantity as compared to other
days, others stopped buying it.
“Two days ago, I bought a one kg
tomato at a price of  `50. But,
today, the price increased to ̀ 90.
So, I chose to buy half  kg as it is
essential for my kitchen,” said
Nibedita Behera, a housewife
of  Cuttack CDA area. Similarly,
Manasiwni  Panda of
Bhubaneswar said she returned
home from the vegetable market
without buying tomatoes after
knowing about the price hike. 

The price hike in the source
markets in Karnataka is the
reason behind the sudden in-
crease in the price of  tomatoes
in Odisha, said Debendra Sahu,
secretary of  the Chhatra Bazar
Traders’ Association. “At pres-
ent, the vegetable is not grow-
ing in Odisha. So, we import it
from Bangalore. Due to the ad-
verse impact of  rainfall, the
production has been affected
there and price was also in-
creased. In accordance with
the import price, we are selling
it here,” Sahu said.

MINISTER BLAMES RAIN
FOR TOMATO PRICE RISE

We have already
instructed
department officials

to put a check on the market
and take appropriate action
against those who are
indulging in hoarding
ATANU SABYASACHI NAYAK I FOOD
SUPPLIES & CONSUMER WELFARE MINISTER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, June 28: There
is no end to the misery and an-
guish of  the kin of  the June 2
Odisha train mishap victims as
they continue to wait for the
bodies of  their near and dear
ones, almost four weeks after
the deadly accident that claimed
nearly 300 lives.

Basanti Devi from Bari-Ballia
village in Bihar's Begusarai dis-
trict has been camping in a guest
house located at an isolated area
near AIIMS since the last 10 days
to claim her husband's body.

“I'm here for my husband
Yogendra Paswan, a contract
labourer. He was killed in the
accident at Bahanaga Bazar
while returning home in the
Bengaluru-Howrah Superfast
Express,” she said as tear rolled
down her cheeks.

She claimed that officials
haven't given her any deadline
when she will get the body. “While
some officials say it will take 5
more days, others say it might
take more time. There is just no
clarity by the administration,”
she added.

“I have five kids. I have left

behind three kids and brought
two sons with me. My husband
was the sole breadwinner. I don't
know how I will be able to sur-
vive,” she added.

Similar is the situation of
Narayan Rishidev from Purnia,
who has been waiting to claim
the body of  his grandson Suraj
Kumar since June 4. Suraj was
travelling to Chennai in the ill-
fated Coromandel Express.

After completing his matric-
ulation, Suraj was heading to

Chennai in search of  a job.
“The authorities have already

taken my DNA sample, but the
report is yet to come,” he added.

Shivkant Roy from West
Bengal's Cooch Behar district
said his son Vipul was returning
home from Tirupati for his mar-
riage in June-end.

“My son's body was kept at
KIMS Hospital but I kept look-
ing for him in a Balasore hospital.
I was later informed that KIMS
Hospital handed over the body

to someone from Bihar, who took
it with him and cremated it,”
Shivkant Roy told PTI.

Similarly, Rajkali Devi from
Bihar's Mizaffarpur has been
waiting for her husband's body
who was on way to Chennai.

As many as 35 persons are camp-
ing at the guest house while 15
others have left for home due to
delay in arrival of  DNA reports.

Calls and messages from PTI
to AIIMS director Ashutosh
Biswas went unanswered.

A railway official told PTI that
they were appealing to claimants
to provide their DNA samples.

“We are just a bridge between
AIIMS and the state govern-
ment,” the railway official said.

Meanwhile, the identities of  81
bodies preserved in three con-
tainers at Bhubaneswar AIIMS
are yet to be ascertained. A total
of  84 families have given DNA
samples so far.

T he Chennai -bound
Coromandel Express, Howrah-
bound SMVP-Howrah Superfast
Express and a goods train were
involved in a deadly accident
near Bahanaga Bazar station in
Balasore district June 2 killing
more than 290 people. 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, June 28: At
least 10 trains have been can-
celled due to restoration work at
Bahanaga  Bazar station of
Kharagpur-Bhadrak section of
South Eastern Railway.Eight
trains, which were to commence
journey June 28, and two trains,
which were scheduled to depart
June 29 and 30, have been can-
celled. Following trains with
June 28 as the date of  journey
have been cancelled. 

Train number 22831 Howrah
– Sri Sathya Sai Prasanthi
Nilayam, 22849 Shalimar –
Secunderabad, 12773 Shalimar –
Secunderabad, 22842 Tambaram
– Santragachi, 18046 Hyderabad
–  Shalimar,  22864  SMVT
Bengaluru – Howrah, 22826
Chennai Central – Shalimar and
22888  SMVT Beng alur u –
Howrah. Train number 22888
SMVT Bengaluru – Howrah with
June 29 as date of  journey and
2850 Secunderabad – Shalimar,
scheduled to depart June 30 have
also been cancelled.

Meanwhile, South Central
railway announced that in order
to clear the extra rush of  pas-
sengers, it has extended the run
of  special trains between vari-
ous destinations.Train number
04121 Subedarganj-Secunderabad,
which runs every Thursday, has
been extended from July 6 to
August 31.  04122 Secunderabad
Subedarganj, which runs every
Friday, extended from July 7 to
September 1.

07445 Kakinada Town-
Lingampalli (Monday, Wednesday,
Friday) from July 3 to August 30.

07466 Lingampally-Kakinada
Town (Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday) from July 4 to August 31.

MP delegation all
praise for P-PAS
ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 28: A del-
egation from Madhya Pradesh led
by Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection Joint
Director HS Parmar along with
Madhya Pradesh State Civil
Supplies Corporation General
Manager KK Srivastava and IT
Consultant Parag Pathak vis-
ited Odisha Wednesday to study
the innovative methods adopted
by the state government to au-
tomate the paddy procurement
process and targeted public dis-
tribution system (TPDS) trans-
formation. 

The team visited rice receiv-
ing centre-cum-departmental
stora g e  centre  (DSC) ,
Mancheswar to study its func-
tioning and lauded the trans-
parent supply chain operations

followed by the state.
They also visited Santholia

rice mill, Balianta block in
Khurda to see the paddy milling
process and were surprised to
learn that the state is procur-
ing paddy directly from farm-
ers by opening paddy purchase
centres in all 30 districts which
facilitates farmers to sell their
produce almost at their doorstep.

The team proceeded to Maitree
fair price shop (FPS) under BMC
to understand the functioning of
the food grain ATM installed in
the FPS centre and how it has re-
duced manual dispensing and
automated the distribution of
food grains under PDS.

The delegates interacted with
the officials of  food supplies and
Odisha state civil supplies cor-
poration limited to understand
the modalities and workflow of
paddy procurement automation
system (P-PAS), supply chain
management system, ration card
management system, fair price
shop automation and grievance
redressal system.

Parmar commended the steps
taken by the government in the
implementation of  NFSA lead-
ing to becoming the number one
performing state in the country.

10 trains cancelled due
to restoration work 

TRIPLE TRAIN
MISHAP Victims’ kin still wait for bodies

IN SYNC: Artistes performing during annual day celebrations of Rudrakshya Foundation at GKCM Odissi Research Centre in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday OP PHOTO

Tomatoes, which were available at `40-50 per kg two days ago, are now being 
sold at a price of `80-100 per kg in different markets of Odisha

PRIs have become pioneers of country in devpt: CM
ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 28: Chief
Minister  Naveen Patnaik
Wednesday announced that the
Panchayati Raj Institution (PRI)
which won the first place at the
national level will be awarded six
times the amount of  money given
by the Central government.

Similarly, the PRIs that got
the second place will be awarded
3 times more and the institu-

tions that were placed third will
be awarded 2 times more.

The Chief  Minister said that
there must be healthy competi-
tion among Panchayati Raj in-
stitutions for development. 

According to the announce-
ment, Ganjam district council,
which stood first at the national
level, was awarded a prize of  ̀ 30
crore while Hinjilicut panchayat
which secured the first position
was awarded  ̀ 12 crore. Similarly,

Kanchur u Panchayat  of
Hinji l icut  block,  Kulada
Panchayat of  Bhanjanagar block,
Sasan Ambgaon of  Hinjilikatu
block and Ankuli Panchayat of
Patrapur block that bagged the
second position were awarded
`2.25 crore each. Boneigarh

Panchayat of  Sundargarh’s Bonei
Block, which secured the third
position, was awarded a prize
of  `1 crore. A total of  `52 crore
was awarded to 7 Panchayati
Raj institutions.

The Chief  Minister welcomed
the PRIs calling them as “Gaon
Ra Sarkar”. Panchayati Raj
Institutions have become the
pioneers of  the country in var-
ious parameters of  develop-
ment today, he said.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, June 28: The call
centre at Rourkela Municipal
Corporation (RMC) which used
to address civic problems faced
by residents has stopped work-
ing from June 24 and those work-
ing in the department have been
informed that their services are
no longer required. 

The call centre was set up
soon after Rourkela became part
of  the ‘Smart City’ project. It
used to receive 70-80 calls daily
and the numbers would go up
during the monsoons and fes-
tive seasons like Rath Jatra and
Durga Puja. So its sudden closure
has come as a shock to the res-
idents of  this town. 

“We are not sure why the RMC
decided to stop the call centre all
of  a sudden. However, we are
certain it has stopped func-
tioning and we are no longer
working there,” said a person on

condition of  anonymity. A sec-
ond person who also worked at
the call centre said, “We were all
outsourced and working at the
call centre. Our supervisor came
and informed us June 24 that
our service is no longer re-
quired.”

Many of  the former staffers
of  the call centre feel that its
closure will have a detrimental

effect on the residents of  city.
“The monsoons have arrived
and the problems of  the resi-
dents will increase manifold.
Now they will have nowhere to
turn to for addressing their
grievances. Earlier we have even
helped a pregnant lady in getting
her to the hospital. Where will
these people now go to,” asked
another former staffer. 

In fact this correspondent got
to know from aggrieved persons
regarding the closure of  the call
centre. “I tried the number
18003457468 and there was no
answer. There is water logging
in front of  my house and garbage
is also being piled up. I don’t
know how to get this problem
solved,” said the person who is
in his 70s. Others also had sim-
ilar complaints to make. 

RMC deputy commissioner
Sudhansu Bhoi also had no idea
about the closure of  the call cen-
tre. “I did talk with them yes-
terday (Monday) and today also.
They have no idea why they were
terminated. Incidentally they get
their salaries from the district
mineral fund (DMF),” added Bhoi. 

The official however assured
that the call centre will be func-
tional again soon. “We are look-
ing into it, otherwise residents
particularly the senior citizens
will suffer,” Bhoi stated. 

RMC stops toll free service centre  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir, June 28: The first
rainwater in Suktel river en-
tered the Lower Suktel dam’s
reservoir for the first time,
Tuesday as work on the irriga-
tion project is on its last leg, a re-
port said Wednesday. 

According to available infor-
mation, the water level in the
reservoir reached 184 RL by
wednesday night. After reports
surfaced, people in nearby vil-
lages thronged the dam site to get
a glimpse of  the water filled
dam. This has also sent the chat-
ters abuzz in the area. 

Reports said that the plan for
construction of  an irrigation
project called Lower Suktel
Irrigation Project was conceived
two decades back. The project had
to encounter many roadblocks
and finally, after much uncer-

tainty, construction of  the proj-
ect has reached its last leg.  

Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik
laid the foundation stone for
constr uction of  the  dam
November, 24, 2001. The project

work got stalled several times
due to repeated agitations by
the locals and project oustees.
Later, work on the project picked
up and now it is just short of
completion. 

Observers and people are of
the opinion that the dam after its
completion will lead the district
on the path of  development. 

However, what ails the dis-
trict administration is that there
are still many people to be re-
located from many of  the proj-
ect-affected villages. People in
these villages are apprehensive
as they ponder what their situ-
ation will be as monsoon has
set in the state. 

They are living in an atmos-
phere of  fear and trepidation.
Though none of  the project af-
fected villages have submerged
due to little rain, but what will
happen when it will rain heav-
ily, they alleged. They fear that
the riparian villages will be com-
pletely submerged when it rains
heavily. Observers think that re-
location of  people from the af-
fected villages is the most im-

portant work now.
The district administration

is leaving no stone unturned to
expedite the relocation process
but people want it to be done on
war footing.

When contacted, chief  con-
struction engineer Sunil Rout
of  Lower Suktel Irrigation proj-
ect ruled out any possibility of
submergence of  affected vil-
lages. He said that rainwater
has entered the dam after two
days of  rainfall in the area. The
water level has been measured
at 181 RL but if  more water en-
ters the dam then the under
sluice gate will be opened to dis-
charge the excess floodwater. 

Water level in the dam will
be maintained at a safe level and
as the construction of  the dam
is underway, the accumulated
rainwater will also be discharged
from the dam, he added.

Lower Suktel dam gets first rainwater

The project had to encounter many roadblocks and
finally, after much uncertainty, construction of the

project has reached its last leg

After reports surfaced, people in nearby villages thronged the dam site to get a glimpse of the water filled dam

SOAKED IN FAITH: Devotees pulling the three chariots during the Bahuda Jatra of Trinity at Patali Srikhetra in Ulunda block of Subarnapur district, Wednesday OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, June 28: A Vigilance
court here Tuesday sentenced
four teachers to four years of
imprisonment after convicting
them for submission of  fake ed-
ucational certificates in con-
nection with their appointment.

The convicted teachers were
identified as Daitari Nayak, an
assistant teacher of  Mahishapata
UGME School under Nilagiri
police limits; Narahari Nayak,
a teacher of  Jharanaghati
Primary School; Debendra
Kumar Mohapatra, former
teacher of  Tentulia UGME
School and currently posted at
Kalyani Primary School at
Mitrapur; and Dhirendra Nayak,
a retired teacher of  Pithahat
Nodal School. 

Three of  the convicted teach-
ers have been sacked from serv-
ice while the court has directed
to stop payment of  pension to the
convicted retired teacher. 

The court sentenced them to
undergo rigorous imprisonment
for a period of  2 years and fine
of  ̀ 10,000 each and in default of
payment of  fine, to undergo rig-
orous imprisonment for a pe-
riod of  4 years and fine of  ̀ 20,000
each and in default of  payment
of  fine, to undergo rigorous im-
prisonment for a period of  4
months each for the offence U/s

471 IPC.
The court further sentenced

Daitari Nayak and Debendra
Kumar Mohapatra to undergo
rigorous imprisonment for a pe-
riod of  4 years and fine of  ̀ 20,000
each and in default of  payment
of  fine, to undergo rigorous im-
prisonment for a period of  3
months each for the offence U/s
13(2) r/w 13(1)(d) P.C Act. All the
sentences are to run concur-
rently.

All the convicts were for-
warded to jail custody Tuesday.
Vigilance will now move the
competent authority for the stop-
page of  the pension of  Dhirendra
Nayak, and the dismissal of
Daitari Nayak, Narahari Nayak,
and Debendra Kumar
Mohapatra, from service fol-
lowing their conviction.

G a n g u l a l  B e h e r a ,  e x -
Inspector, Vigilance, Balasore
Division had investigated the
case and SK Ray, Special Public
Prosecutor, Vigilance, Balasore
conducted the case on behalf
of  the prosecution.

4 teachers sent
behind bars over
fake certificates

CLOSE WATCH: A police personnel guards the level crossing check gate of Bahanaga Bazaar railway station on Bahanaga–Gopalpur main road in Balasore 
district as it was sealed again for vehicular traffic for pending works, Wednesday OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mahanga, June 28: In a tragic
incident, a minor boy committed
suicide  by  hanging at
Raghunainagar (Patana) under
Usuma panchayat and Mahanga
police limits in Cuttack district
Wednesday. 

The deceased was identified as
Aryan Jena (12), son of  Jatindra
Jena of  the village.

As per reports, Jatindra and
his wife had gone to their rela-
tive’s house leaving their

younger son Aryan alone back
home. When they came back,
they found Aryan hanging from
the ceiling fan by a rope. Aryan
was then brought down and
rushed to Mahanga community
health centre by his family mem-
bers, where the doctor declared
him ‘brought dead’. 

After  being  infor med,
Mahanga police reached the spot
and seized the body. Police reg-
istered a case of  unnatural death
(No- 15/23) and sent the body to
Cuttack for post-mortem.

Minor boy dies by suicide

POST NEWS NETWORK

Anandapur, June 28: A chill-
ing murder of  a cab driver has
surf aced at  Ghasipura
Wednesday in which miscreants
in the guise of  customers killed
the driver and fled with the cab
after throwing his body. The mat-
ter  came to  the fore after
Ghasipura police found a de-
composed body along the NH-
20  near  Darakhala  under
Ghasipura police limits in
Keonjhar district, Wednesday.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Bhagaban Bairi Ranjan
of  Chhotijodi village under
Kanas police limits in Puri dis-
trict after an investigation was
carried out by the police against
an unnatural death case (32/23).
After getting a call from the
police, the relative of  the de-

ceased, Chintamani Bairi
Ranjan received the body at
Anandapur sub-divisional hos-
pital after showing his iden-
tity proof.

IIC, Ghasipura PS said that a
missing complaint about the driver
was in their knowledge. After
tracking the contact number of  the
driver his last location showed
at Ghatagaon range. So, after find-
ing the decomposed body, we in-
formed their family, he said. 

As per reports, Bhagaban was
a cab driver by profession. He
took two boys and a girl from
Cuttack college chowk to Jajpur
on rent, June 24. Then there
was no information about his
whereabouts. When his family
members were unable to con-
tact him, they filed a missing
complaint at Malgodam police
station June 25 evening. 

Decomposed body of 
missing driver found

POST NEWS NETWORK

R. Udayagiri, June 28: As many
as 15 labourers were injured,
four among them critically, when
the driver of  a pick-up van in
which they were returning after
work lost  control  near
Champaghati turning and met
with an accident, Tuesday night.

The critically injured persons
were identified as Siman, Bipin,
Niranjan and Ashok. All the in-
jured were first rushed to R.
Udayagiri health centre and all

four critically injured were then
shifted to MKCG Medical College
and Hospital at Berhampur. 

As per information, a con-
tractor Bapi Naidu had brought
15 labourers from Purunapani
area for the roof  construction
work of  Thakur Master of
Lubusingh village under R.
Udayagiri police limits. After
completing work, the labourers
were returning to their village
in the pick-up van which met
with an accident after the driver
failed to manoeuvre the vehicle
at Champaghati turning. 

Informed, the local police
reached the spot and seized the
vehicle and started an investi-
gation after registering a case.

Tehsildar Jyotimaya Das and
BJD district  president
Jagabandhu Das reached the
health centre and sent the crit-
ical ly  injured persons  to
Berhampur. 

4 critical among 15 hurt 
in pick-up van accident
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T he turmoil in Russia unleashed by Yevgeny Prigozhin’s Wagner
Group has drawn rapt attention in capitals throughout the
world, but probably nowhere more so than in Beijing. The rea-

son is not only that Russia is a trusted partner for China, but also that
there are clear historical parallels between Russia this insurrectionary
weekend and events a century ago that weakened China and left it vul-
nerable to invasion.

Today, Russia runs the risk of  being split between four or five fac-
tions, each with its own army. Aside from the Russian army and the
Wagner Group, there are smaller forces under the control of  the mayor
of  Moscow, the local militarist Ramzan Kadyrov in Chechnya, and a
National Guard officially under President Vladimir Putin’s command
but outside the chain of  command of  the Russian army. Various other
armed forces protect the private business interests of  a select group
of  Russian oligarchs.

A hundred years ago, it was China that was split between “war-
lords.” The collective memory of  that period is one reason why China’s
leaders are determined to keep military force firmly under the ruling
Communist Party’s control.

In 1911, an unplanned revolutionary al-
liance ousted China’s last emperor, a five-year-
old boy, and declared the establishment of
Asia’s first republic. Yet the new state was
extremely unstable. Its constitutional pres-
ident, Sun Yat-sen, lasted only a few weeks
in office before being ousted by Yuan Shikai,
a military leader with a massive army loyal
to him, not the state.

China’s brief  republican experiment was
quickly overcome by a contest between mil-
itary groups. Yuan died in 1916, shortly after
trying to have himself  declared a new em-
peror. For the next decade and a half, China
was divided into regions ruled by local
armies. The term “warlord” (junfa) was used
pejoratively to describe their command-
ers. Patriotic activists lamented that the dan-
ger confronting China had become twofold:
imperialism from outside, warlordism
from inside.

The effects of  divided authority were
obvious and grim. No one ruler could lay
claim to all of  China, and military leaders
were constantly forming alliances that fell
apart amid internecine fighting.

These warriors fought each other for
one of  the few reliable sources of  tax in-
come, the Maritime Customs Service, which was run by foreigners but
provided revenue to whatever government happened to hold power in
Beijing. Constitutional government became a dead letter.

This autumn will mark the centenary of  the 1923 Chinese presi-
dential election “won” by a warlord named Cao Kun, who bribed his
way to power. To be fair, not all warlords were wholly venal: Yan Xishan
of  Shanxi province was known for his social reforms, such as prohibiting
the practice of  binding the feet of  young girls.

For some in China, weak government was something of  a blessing,
because it meant that political dissidents, such as Communists, and writ-
ers in trouble with the authorities, could flee to another jurisdiction.
Yet overall, the greatest suffering under the warlords was among the
people who were unwilling victims or conscripts on the frontline of  the
constant battles among the various camps: the urban and rural popu-
lation of  China.

The origins of  the problem lay half  a century before the 1911 revo-
lution. Between 1850 and 1864, a brutal civil war, the Taiping Rebellion,
racked eastern China. The ruling Qing dynasty was trying to put down
an insurgency led by a man convinced that he was Jesus’ 
younger brother.

For years, the imperial armies could not cope with the Taiping
rebels. Eventually, the emperor had to allow provincial leaders to raise
their own armies to fight them. This tactic succeeded, but at the price
of  devolving military power from the centre to the provinces. As the
dynasty weakened, the local military leaders gained strength. After the
fall of  the last emperor, they emerged as militarist “warlords.”

In 1928, Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek established a government
that nominally unified China. Yet he spent much of  the next ten years
fighting rival military leaders as well as the Communists (forcing the
latter on the famous Long March in 1934).

In 1937, war broke out with Japan, and in some cases, warlords cut
their own deals with the invaders, seeking to preserve their regional
power. The war also gave new strength to the insurgent Communist Party.
Mao Zedong, one of  its rising leaders, observed that “power grows out
the barrel of  a gun.” Therefore, he concluded, “the Party commands
the gun, and the gun must never be allowed to command the Party.”

Mao was as good as his word. Once the Communists had won the Civil
War in 1949, Mao moved to crush all possible alternative sources of  power
in China. The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) was established as the
Party’s army, not the national army. That is still its status today.

Even now, nearly 75 years after the People’s Republic was estab-
lished, the thought of  political upheaval backed by military force sends
shivers through the Chinese leadership. It was widely rumoured that
Bo Xilai, the senior Party figure purged in 2012, had been in conver-
sation with rogue army leaders in an attempt to seize power.

Soon after coming to power, President Xi Jinping made sure that the
PLA was firmly under the Party’s control by purging numerous gen-
erals. This week, as they follow coverage of  Putin having to admit
that a major Russian city was occupied by a rival army, the Chinese
Politburo will have no doubts that their ruthlessness in military mat-
ters has paid off.

The writer is Professor of  the History and Politics of  Modern
China at the University of  Oxford. ©PROJECT SYNDICATE

I n recent months, the Centre
has given a greater thrust to
indigenisation of  products

to boost manufacturing. Though
rather late in the day, this thrust
was perhaps needed and should
help not just in import substi-
tution but open up new avenues
of  manufacturing. Pre and post
US visit of  Prime Minister Modi,
there has been a significant
change in the scenario with new
tie-ups and other possibilities
opening, especially in defence, IT
and electronics sectors as also col-
laboration in various fields of
research.

It needs to be noted that a huge
country like India has a very
big import bill and experts are
of  the opinion that most of  the
items imported can be manu-
factured in the country as well.
This realisation could greatly
help the Indian economy. 

Recently, the Defence Ministry
approved another list that pro-
gressively bans import of  929
sub-systems, components, spares
and line replacement units
(LRUs) of  military equipment
and platforms by defence PSUs
to promote self-reliance. The
new ‘positive indigenisation list’

for the defence PSUs is in con-
tinuation of  the first three such
lists, which contained a total of
1238  i tems,  announced in
December 2021, March 2022 and
August 2022. The 928 items in
the fourth list with import sub-
stitution value of  ̀ 715 crore will
only be procured from the Indian
industry after the timelines in-
dicated in the cost that ranges
from December 2024 to December
2028. Of  the 1238 items, 310 items
have been indigenised so far, ac-
cording to military sources.

Though the value of  India’s do-
mestic production crossed the
`1 lakh crore mark for the first
time in 2022-23, which is 12%
higher than the preceding fi-
nancial year, there is need to
substantially increase the value
to around `2 lakh crore within
the next two years or so.  

Meanwhile, as the IT hard-
ware business passes through
recession in Europe and the US,
India is likely to emerge as the
engine that will power growth of
products such as laptops, com-
puters and servers with the mar-
ket expected to grow over 2.5
times in the next three years
and cross $25 billion in size,

stated Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
Minister of  State for IT and elec-
tronics. India’s technology in-
dustry is witnessing the setting
up of  GCCs (global capability
centres), which are shared serv-
ices arms of  MNCs. More than
150 MNCs have set up these in the
past two years though most are
in Bangalore and some in NCR
and Mumbai. 

Coming on the heels of  Modi’s
US visit, the most significant
development as reported, is
American computer chip maker,
Micron announcing the setting
up of  India’s first semiconduc-
tor plant in Gujarat, which com-
prises $825 million from the com-
pany and the rest from the
government in two phases.
Meanwhile, the MoU between
General Electric (GE) and
Hindustan Aeronautics (HAL)
will translate into the actual
contract within a few months. 

Another important develop-
ment is the announcement of
Applied Materials for a $400 mil-
lion investment to build a col-
laborative engineering centre
in Bangalore, focused on devel-
oping and commercialisation of
technologies for semiconductor

manufacturing equipment. Both
these announcements are crucial
to the development of  the semi-
conductor industry in India as
it is one of  the world’s top elec-
tronics and automobile produc-
ers and an equally big consumer. 

However, while these are no
doubt crucial, the decision of
the US to set up GE-FE414 factory
in India is indeed a game-changer.
It is significant that the US shar-
ing this very important tech-
nology signals it’s betting big
on India. India must take ad-
vantage of  this to diversify its de-
fence structures away from
Russia. Added to this, Amazon
committed to invest $15 billion,
which includes plans to put $12.7
billion into cloud infrastructure
while Google also announced
investing $10 billion to open
‘global fintech operations centre’
in GIFT City, Gujarat. 

This thrust on technology
transfer and manufacturing
through collaborations is indeed
a welcome trend as it would help
create a lot of  job opportunities
and the steady reduction of  the
import bill should go a long way
in boosting the economy.

©INFA

PROTECTING DEPOSITORS
F

ollowing the 2008 Global
Financial Crisis, partic-
ularly the US govern-
ment’s heavy spending

to bailout some troubled TBTF
(Too-Big-To-Fail) banks, the idea
of  bail-in, in place of  bailout is
gaining ground widely in the
financial world. Simply put, a
bailout involves propping up
the failing banks with money
from outside (say the excheq-
uer) to safeguard the banks’ (in
other words, depositors’) in-
terest while bail-in implies pro-
tecting the banks with support
of  stakeholders’- that includes
depositors’- money. What a par-
adox! A shift from using public
money to protect public deposits
to using the very same deposits
to protect the failing banks. 

Not only do these kinds of
thoughts, but the occasional
bank failure news frighten de-
positors. To alleviate their fears,
the Indian government, inter
alia, has enhanced the DICGC
(Deposit Insurance and Credit
Guarantee Corporation) cov-
erage limit of  bank deposits
from `1 lakh (in force from 1
May 1993) to ̀ 5 lakh, effective 4
February 2020. That prima facie
means the depositor’s money
up to ̀ 5 lakh is safe come what
may. But there is more to it than
meets the eye.

Good if  the depositors know
how their money is safe to that
extent and how they can secure
even more. They need to know
which among the innumerable
banks and branches around
them is safe. For this under-
standing, an understanding of
the genesis, evolution and func-
tioning of  the DICGC, though
briefly, would be of  great help
to depositors. 

The banking crisis that
erupted in Bengal in 1948 made
the government think about
some protection to depositors to
guard against the recurrence
of  similar failures although no
immediate action was taken,
not even after the Rural Banking
Enquiry Committee’s reasser-
tion in 1950.

It was only in 1960, after the
failure of  two more banks in
the country, Laxmi Bank and
Palai Central Bank Ltd., the

gover nment introduced a
De positors ’  Insurance
Corporation (DIC) Bill 1961
which came into force in
January 1962. This first enact-
ment to provide insurance cov-
erage to bank deposits is known
as Deposit Insurance Act, 1961.
As its name suggests it covered
only the deposits, not credit.
The DIC which covered only
the commercial bank deposits
in beginning, started includ-
ing, after the 1968 amendment,
cooperative banks’ deposits also. 

The deposit amount covered
in beginning was `1,500 which
was gradually increased to `1
lakh in about 60 years before
the quantum jump of  ̀ 5 lakh in
2020. The insurance premium is
0.12% raised gradually from
0.05% in the beginning and
0.04% in 1971. The burden of
paying the premium is exclu-
sively on that of  banks; depos-
itors need not pay it. 

Now, the Credit Guarantee
part of  the DICGC: the RBI pro-
moted a Credit Guarantee
Corporation of  India Ltd, a pub-
lic limited company in 1971, to
support bank credit to the poor
and priority sectors. Then in
1971  De posit  Insurance
Cor poration and Credit
Guarantee Corporation of  India
were merged to form DICGC
and the Deposit Insurance
Corporation Act, 1961 was re-
named as Deposit Insurance
and Credit Guarantee Act, 1961.

But, by April 2003 all partic-

ipating banks had gradually
withdrawn their participation
with regards to credit. So, the
DICGC’s main function there-
after remains deposits insur-
ance alone. This does not mean
banks have the freedom to with-
draw from deposits’ coverage
function, too. No, if  they do that,
they will forego the RBI’s li-
cense to function as a bank. 

So, deposits are safe to the ex-
tent guaranteed in all banks cov-
ered by DICGC. It is clear from
DICGC’s website that all the 2025
banks are spread in ten cate-
gories: Public Sector Banks (12);
Private Sector Banks (21); Foreign
Banks (44); Small Finance Banks
(12); Payment Banks (6); Regional
Rural Banks (43); Local Area
Banks (2); State Cooperative
Banks (33); District Central
Cooperative Banks (352) and
Urban Cooperative Banks (1,500). 

The government claims that
the depositors and their de-
posits are largely protected with
the hike in insurance coverage
to ̀ 5 lakh when a bank fails/goes
into liquidation and also when
RBI issues the All-Inclusive
Direction to banks when it
senses something wrong.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman stated that 98.3%
of  deposit accounts and 50.3%
of  the deposit value is covered.
This we may understand as as-
sessable deposits excluding in-
eligible for coverage sums like
those of  governments – state,
central and foreign – deposits.

Banks in India have a huge
amount of  deposits signifying
the people’s confidence in them.
As of  March 2023, the sched-
uled commercial banks have
`190.35 lakh crore deposits which
account for 70.80% of  the esti-
mated nominal GDP of  `273.07
lakh crore. 

Let us now turn to the nitty-
gritty of  protecting ̀ 5 lakh (prin-
cipal and interest together) and
more in any bank covered under
the DICGC (the name of  each
bank is available for public ver-
ification on DICG’s site). The
rule: “Same Right and the Same
Capacity.” If  a person, for ex-
ample, has several accounts –
saving bank, recurring deposit,
term deposit, etc. - in one bank
or several branches of  same
bank, the balance in all these ac-
counts is summed, which works
out to say some ̀ 25 lakh whereas
protection is given for just `5
lakh of  it.

Instead, if  the same person in
the same bank holds interest
differently, for example, one ac-
count in his name, another a
joint account with spouse, an-
other with son as guardian, an-
other as a first partner of  part-
nership, and another as second
partner and so on, all these ac-
counts are treated as different
accounts and if  one has 10 ac-
counts like this, will get pro-
tection up to `50 lakh. Instead
of  all this if  a person holds ac-
counts in several banks, he or
she gets protection separately ̀ 5
lakh in each bank.

Undoubtedly, the DICGC pro-
tection is beneficial to the extent
it provides it, but not fully. People
hope that the RBI, the extended
arm of  the government, which
licenses banks, has full re-
sponsibility to ensure full pro-
tection to bank deposits. The
government therefore needs to
regulate fully and protect all
deposits in all banks because
the deposits belong to the de-
positing public no matter
whether the bank is privately
owned, government-owned, or
a cooperative. 

The writer is a 
development economist and

commentator on economic
and social affairs.
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People hope that the RBI, the extended 
arm of the government, which licenses banks,

has full responsibility to ensure full 
protection to bank deposits 

Return of Warlords 
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All existence is a
manifestation of God.

SRI AUROBINDO

BANKS IN INDIA
HAVE A HUGE

AMOUNT OF
DEPOSITS 

SIGNIFYING THE
PEOPLE’S 

CONFIDENCE 
IN THEM 

PSM Rao

WISDOM CORNER
Two things awe me most, the starry sky above me and the moral law
within me. IMMANUEL KANT

We cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we used when
we created them. ALBERT EINSTEIN

Experience is not what happens to you; it's what you do with what
happens to you. ALDOUS HUXLEY

BANKING
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Letters
TO THE EDITOR

THIS THRUST ON
TECHNOLOGY

TRANSFER AND
MANUFACTURING

THROUGH 
COLLABORATIONS

IS INDEED 
A WELCOME

TREND 

Dhurjati Mukherjee

Seekers of power 

Sir, School and university education in India increasingly looks like a dented
football kicked around randomly by amateur players. A party comes into
power, and the first thing it does is to ban certain subjects and historical
figures from the curricula, and replace them with its own preferred lead-
ers. The latest to play this game is the newly-elected Congress government
in Karnataka. The government has decided that lessons on KB Hedgewar
and VD Savarkar will not be taught in schools, and that the name of  Nehru
will be captured onto academic curricula once again, along with other lead-
ers who had been banned by the previous BJP government. This is obvi-
ously a prime case of  political retaliation, but it is, nevertheless, a naïve
decision. The RSS, which Hedgewar founded, is not going to go away from
our lives simply because schools will not teach the ideas of  the founder.
And Nehru will not disappear from our collective consciousness just be-
cause the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library has been renamed, rather
unimaginatively, as the Prime Minister's Museum and Library. Witness the
irony. Across the world, reputed research centers and libraries are named
after seekers of  knowledge such as the philosopher Goethe. In India,
NMML, a once renowned centre of  research and academic discussions, is
now renamed after seekers of  power! Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR

Guardians of forests

Sir, A forest guard was killed inside the Similipal Tiger
Reserve on May 22 and a deputy forest ranger was shot
dead by poachers on June 16 in the same reserve.
The most pronounced reason for Indian forest personnel
to fear for their lives is that they are neither armed
with weapons nor are they fully granted the immu-
nity while using them for self-defence. Very few states
have armed their personnel who guard their forests
with ammunition to fight poachers. Most have done
with the “expert” advice that guns may cause a fur-
ther divide in the already existing acrimony between
forest personnel and locals.  While there is no doubt
that forest personnel be provided with arms, one can-
not overlook the fact that they are chronically over-
worked. Bossy superiors, unconducive atmosphere,
paucity of  staff  and vehicles have added to their
woes. The number of  forest rangers, and guards and
foresters who work under rangers, has to be sub-
stantially increased. Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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Rana Mitter 

Even now, nearly 75
years after the

People’s Republic
was established, the

thought of political
upheaval backed by
military force sends
shivers through the
Chinese leadership

Latrociny

Do not seek this word — meaning robbery or brigandage — in your
dictionary, unless it be of the size and comprehensiveness of the

Oxford English Dictionary: it is quite obsolete and vanished from the
treasury of writers’ vocabularies more than a century ago. Indeed, the
OED doesn’t have an example after 1732. In 1865, John Mitchell Bonnell
listed latrociny in his Manual of the Art of Prose Composition as one of
the many words “rejected by good writers, though properly formed”. 

Tech transfer to cut import bill
SPECTRUM INDIGENISATION 
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Lucknow, June 28: As Prime
Minister Narendra Modi made
a strong pitch for a Uniform
Civil Code, the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIMPLB)
is locked in hectic parleys to fi-
nalise the documents it would be
submitt ing  to  the  Law
Commission to stress its point
against such a code.

The Board held a meeting
Tuesday night through video
conferencing in which the draft
document to be submitted to the
Commission was discussed, ac-
cording to AIMPLB member
Khalid Rasheed Farangi Mahli.

The All India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB) is a non-
governmental organisation that
represents the interests of
Muslims in matters of  personal
law. It was formed in 1973 with
the objective of  protecting and
promoting the application of
Islamic personal law among
Muslims in India.

Addressing a gathering of  BJP
workers in Bhopal Tuesday, Modi
called for implementation of  the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) and
said the Constitution also men-
tions about giving equal rights
to all citizens.

He also said that the BJP has
decided it would not adopt the
path of  appeasement and vote
bank politics, and alleged that the
Opposition was using the issue
of  UCC to mislead and provoke
the Muslim community.

Talking to PTI Wednesday,
Mahli, however, said the AIMPLB
meeting was a routine one and
that it should not be linked to the
prime minister’s statement on
UCC.

He further said July 14 is the
last day for filing of  objections
and we have got down to dis-
cussing the matter.

“Our stand is that UCC is
a g ainst  the  spiri t  o f  the
Constitution and we will oppose
it strongly,” the AIMPLB mem-
ber underlined.

India is a country where many
religions and cultures are fol-
lowed. So, the UCC is not only
going to affect the Muslims, but
also  the  Hindus,  Sikhs,
Christians, Jains, Jews, Parsis
and other miniscule minorities,
he added.

The Law Commission has ini-
tiated a fresh consultation process
on the Uniform Civil Code by
seeking views from stakeholders,
including public and recognised
religious organisations.

Muslim law board’s
late night meet after
PM’s push for UCC
AIMPLB MEMBERS HUDDLE UP TO FINALISE DRAFT
OPPOSING UCC TO BE SUBMITTED TO LAW PANEL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bulandshahr (UP), June 28: It
was literally a ‘tamso ma jy-
otirgamaya’ (moving from dark-
ness to light) moment in the life
of  70-year-old Noorjahan and a
‘Swades’ moment for IPS offi-
cer Anukriti Sharma as an LED
bulb started glowing in the eld-
erly woman’s house Monday.

According to police sources, a
few days ago, women and girls
in Khedi village, located within
the Agauta police station lim-
its, were made aware of  vari-
ous government schemes by
Assistant Superintendent of
Police Sharma under Mission
Shakti Abhiyan.

It was there that Noorjahan
told the 2020-batch Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer that there
is no electricity connection in her
house.

Sharma went to the village
again Monday along with Station
House Officer (SHO) Jitendra
Kumar Saxena. She contacted the
electricity department and got
a power connection installed in
the elderly woman’s house. A
pedestal fan was also given to her.

In a tweet, Sharma said,
“Swades moment of  my life.
Getting electricity connection
to Noorjahan aunty’s house lit-
erally felt like bringing light

into her life. The smile on her face
was immensely satisfying. Thank
you SHO Jitendra ji and the en-
tire team for all the support.”

Sharma also shared a video on
her Twitter handle where she
was seen present in Noorjahan’s
house along with other police
personnel.

In the video, a bulb is seen
hanging. Sharma asks Noorjahan
to look at it and soon after, the
bulb glows.

Noorjahan’s face lights up as
soon as the bulb is lit. The eld-
erly woman is seen patting the
back of  the IPS officer affec-
tionately.

The police personnel and
Noorjahan also exchanged sweets
on the occasion. Sharma even
switched on the fan and showed
the elderly woman how to oper-
ate it. The video has gone viral
on social media.

Sharma said Noorjahan told
her about her problem at a pub-
lic meeting. She also told the
IPS officer about her financial cri-
sis. The widow, who has a mar-
ried daughter, lives alone.

“We decided to provide her
electricity and after coordinat-
ing with the electricity depart-
ment, she was provided with a
power connection. A fan and a
bulb were also provided by the
police to her,” Sharma said.

IPS officer helps ‘light up’ elderly woman’s life

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Panaji, June 28: Goa Tourism
is in the process of  formulating
a ‘homestay’ policy, which the
government feels would set an ex-
ample for sustainable tourism
that can be replicated world-
wide.

As per the official records, in
2019 about 71,27,000 domestic
tourists arrived in Goa, while
9,31,000 were foreign tourists.

Goa’s Tourism Minister Rohan
Khaunte has said that the state
plans to expand its tourism of-
ferings by promoting lesser ex-
plored areas like spirituality,
health and wellness, eco-tourism
and traditional aspects.

Sources informed that tourist
arrivals in Goa are picking up
post COVID and the government
is making efforts to attract more
tourists to the state, as tourism
plays a major role in the coastal
state’s economy.

According to Khaunte, Goa
has witnessed significant growth
in its tourism infrastructure,
with over 6,000 hotels account-
ing for more than 55,000 rooms.

“Through initiatives like the
policy on homestays, which fo-
cuses on creating cluster
economies and engaging the
local community, Goa is setting
an example for sustainable
tourism that can be replicated
worldwide,” Khaunte said.

He said that tourism holds
immense potential in shaping
our global future. “The tourism
industry, as a catalyst for eco-
nomic growth, cultural exchange,
and sustainable development,
has the ability to transcend bor-
ders, forge friendships, and cre-
ate opportunities like no other,”
Khaunte added.

“Goa’s vibrant blend of  rich
heritage, diverse culture, and
breathtaking landscapes offers
an experience that is both mes-
merising and enchanting. From

its picturesque beaches and lush
tropical forests to its vibrant
festivals and warm hospitality,
Goa embodies the very essence
of  a traveller who is seeking an
immersive and experiential par-
adise destination,” he said.

Goa’s distinct attractions, such
as its beautiful beaches, tropical
climate, diverse wildlife, his-
torical landmarks, lively festivals,
water sports, Ayurvedic prac-
tices, and authentic cuisine, set
it apart as a unique destination.

“By implementing targeted

marketing campaigns and pro-
moting experiential tourism, Goa
aims to establish itself  as a top
choice for travellers worldwide,
emphasizing its exceptional of-
ferings and encouraging visitors
to explore its rich cultural and nat-
ural treasures.” Khaunte said.

Chief  Minister  Pramod
Sawant has said that it is the re-
sponsibility of  the people of  Goa
to take the tourism area beyond
the ‘Sun-Sand-Sea’ concept, for
which the government can help
by creating the infrastructure.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, June 28: The Uttar
Pradesh government has de-
cided to prohibit the sale of  meat
in the open along the routes fixed
for the Kanwar Yatra, which
will commence from July 4.

Chief  Minister  Yo gi
Adityanath issued the directions
in this regard while chairing a
review meeting with senior of-
ficials, including police com-
missioners, divisional commis-
sioners, district magistrates and
superintendents of  police, ahead
of  the upcoming festival season,
an of ficial statement said
Tuesday.

Adityanath said that this year
due to Adhimas (additional
month), Shravan is of  two months
duration.  The festivals of
Shravani Shivratri, Nagpanchami
and Rakshabandhan will be 
celebrated during this period,

he said.
The traditional Kanwar Yatra

will take place in the holy month
of  Shravan starting from July 4.
Before this, Bakri Eid will be
celebrated June 29. “This time is
sensitive from the point of  view
of  law and order. So, we have to
be constantly alert and careful,”
he said.

Respecting the belief  of  devo-
tees, meat should not be allowed
to be sold in the open on the
Kanwar route. The route should
remain clean and sanitised.
There should be provision for
streetlights. Since the weather is
hot, arrangements for drinking
water should also be made, the
CM said.

According to the statement,
Adityanath asked the officials to
install CCTV cameras on the
yatra route and also deploy
divers. The places for setting up
of  Kanwar camps should be

marked in advance so that traf-
fic is not obstructed, he ordered.

The chief  minister also di-
rected officials to ensure that
the sound level of  DJ, music, etc
to be used during the Kanwar
procession is as per the pre-
scribed standards.

Give permission to the or-
ganisers of  the event. But en-
sure that everyone follows the
rules and regulations, he said.

Adityanath also directed that

there should be no display of
weapons in religious proces-
sions.

Some mischievous elements
may try to unnecessarily pro-
voke people of  other communi-
ties, keep an eye on such matters.
Additional police force should be
deployed in sensitive areas. The
police force must do foot pa-
trolling every evening. PRV 112
should remain active, and an-
archic elements should be

strongly dealt with, he said.
At the meeting, the chief  min-

ister also noted that during
Ramzan, traffic was not affected
due to religious activities.

This effort has been appreci-
ated across the country. This
time, on the occasion of  Bakri Eid
and Muharram, we will have to
implement the same system. A
dialogue should be made with the
respective religious leadersin-
tellectuals in this regard by the
local administration, he said.

He added that the place for
the sacrifice on Bakri Eid should
be marked in advance.

Sacrifice should not be done
anywhere other than the previ-
ously marked place. In any case,
make sure that no prohibited
animal is sacrificed anywhere.
There should be an action plan
for the systematic disposal of
waste after sacrifice in every
district, he said.

UP govt bans sale of meat in open on Kanwar Yatra routes

Goa beaches shut
for monsoon, but
tourists still flock
Panaji: The onset of monsoon in
Goa has prompted authorities to
close the beaches for any kind of
activities, but tourists still flock to
the seafronts, though in lesser
numbers. Beach shacks were
dismantled in the last week of
May, while water sports activities
were also closed by the State
Tourism Department. Tourists,
however, have continued visiting
the beaches, though in a lesser
number. “Hardly 20 per cent of
tourists arrive here during the
monsoon. There is no activity
happening here. Warnings are also
issued against swimming in the
sea due to high waves,” said
Abdul Shaikh, a tourist taxi
operator from Colva Beach in
South Goa. He said that the tourist
season has almost closed down
with no business for taxi
operators. At Colva Beach,
tourists were seen enjoying the
rain on Wednesday, while the
private lifeguard agency engaged
by the state government deployed
its manpower to the fullest to
ensure that there were no
untoward incidents. 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Panaji, June 28: After an hour
of  rainfall, the Panaji Smart
City in Goa was flooded, leading
to the inundation of  several
roads and shops.

Opposition parties had asked
the ruling BJP government in the
state to complete the ongoing
work in the Smart City before the
arrival of  the monsoon season.

But as the work remained in-
complete, the city was flooded
Tuesday night.

Reacting to the incident,
Congress leader Amarnath
Panjikar said “Panaji Smart
City is flooded after just an hour
of  rain. Just imagine Union
Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri what will happen if
it rains continuously for more
than one hour?”

“We had requested you (Puri)
to hold a padyatra and walk
through Panaji to inspect, but you

preferred to sit in the AC Room
to enjoy,” he added.

The flood water reached knee
level on the ‘18 June Road’, which
is in the heart of  the city.

Earlier in May, when Union
Minister Puri had visited the
coastal state to review the ‘Smart
City’, Congress had advised him
to hold a ‘Padyatra’ in Panaji to
witness the substandard work
and corruption involved in the
project.

Not only the opposition, but
Panaji BJP MLA and Revenue

Minister Atanasio Monserrate
also alleged that the ongoing
work is sub-standard.

“I hope I am wrong. But the
work of  Smart City is substan-
dard. I am just waiting and watch-
ing. Chief  Minister Pramod
Sawant has taken charge… My
concern is that people should
not suffer. I have not interfered
because one consultant has been
paid Rs 8 crore. I believe he
should have been under super-
vision of  PWD. Everyone is try-
ing to wash their hands,”
Monserrate said.

“I don’t say whether the con-
sultancy failed or not. (This fac-
tor) we will come to know dur-
ing monsoon season. I feel that
substandard work of  Smart City
is going on. I had done inspection
at some places and that work
was not up to the standard. When
consultancy is there and crores
of  rupees are spent on them, it
is their job to deliver,” he said.

BEYOND ‘SUN-SAND-SEA’

Goa to go big on homestays
to boost sustainable tourism

Panaji Smart City flooded 
after just an hour of rain

A LITTLE TOO SOUR: A man bargains with a vegitable vendor in Lucknow, Wednesday, as tomato prices have soared across India with retail price crossing `100/kg in many parts of the country
PTI PHOTO
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People drive in a carriage with mini Shetland ponies during the opening ceremony of the CHIO Equestrian Festival in Aachen, Germany. Britain is this year’s partner country of the most important international Jumping, Dressage, Four-in Hand Driving and Vaulting horse meeting

View of a rainbow after rain in Dehradun, Uttarakhand
French President Emmanuel Macron meets residents as he visits the Benza district in Marseille, southeastern France.
The French president is on a three-day visits to Marseille

Members of All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) and North East Students’ Organisation (NESO) take out a candle march for peace and harmony for Manipur in
Guwahati, Assam

Devotees dance at the 52nd ISKCON  ‘Ulta Rath Yatra’ (Chariots’ Return Journey)
in Kolkata, West Bengal

Fishermen move a boat with the help of a crane amid monsoon season, at Sassoon Dock in Mumbai, Maharashtra

Devotees at Jama Masjid on the eve of Eid al-Adha in New Delhi                        PTI/AP PHOTOS

INS Trishul arrives in Seychelles as part of Operational Deployment. The ship is 
scheduled to participate in the Seychelles National Day celebrations June 29 
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Tomato: `140 per kg, Cauliflower:
`80 per kg, Toor Dal: `148 per kg,

branded Arhar Dal: `219 per kg and cooking
gas cylinder above `1,100. The BJP
government, which is busy in increasing the
wealth of capitalists and collecting taxes
from public, has forgotten the poor and
middle class families
RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

The flood situation in Assam
improved Wednesday, although
one more person lost his life
and nearly 83,000 people were
still under the impact of the
deluge in six districts

FLOOD FURY
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Our first
objective is the
qualitative

improvement of
university education
in Bengal. Universities
in Bengal should be
the best in the nation

C V ANANDA BOSE | BENGAL GOVERNOR

of the
day uote 

I had known
Mulayam Singh
Yadav for years.

It is natural that I have
good terms with (his
son) Akhilesh...I have
come to meet him
and will let you know whatever
transpires in the meeting

SHANKERSINH VAGHELA | FORMER GUJARAT CM

BSF hands over Pak
national to Rangers
Chandigarh: The Border
Security Force (BSF) has
handed over a Pakistan national,
who entered the Indian
territory inadvertently by
crossing the international
border in Punjab’s Ferozepur
district, to the Pakistan
Rangers, a statement said
Wednesday. During
questioning, it came to notice
that the apprehended Pakistan
national had crossed over to
Indian territory inadvertently. 

5 killed as truck
falls into river 
Bhopal: Four minors and a
woman were killed and
several others injured when a
truck in which they were
travelling overturned and fell
into a river in Madhya Pradesh's
Datia district Wednesday,
state Home Minister Narottam
Mishra said.  The accident
took place in the wee hours
near Buhara village in Datia
district when some people
from Gwalior were going to
Jatara in Tikamgarh district
for a marriage ceremony,
Mishra told reporters. 

RK Arora sent 
to ED custody 
New Delhi: A Delhi court
Wednesday granted  the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
till July 10 the custody of R K
Arora, the chairman and
promoter of real estate major
Supertech Group, arrested in a
money laundering case. Duty
Sessions Judge Devender
Kumar Jangala remanded
Arora in ED custody to facilitate
his interrogation by the anti-
money laundering agency.
Arora was arrested Tuesday
under the criminal sections of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) after
three rounds of questioning.

ED arrests IRS officer 
Mumbai: The Enforcement
Directorate Wednesday
arrested a 2008-batch IRS
officer, working as an
Additional Commissioner of
Customs and GST, in
connection with a money
laundering investigation
against him linked to alleged
possession of disproportionate
assets, official sources said. 

4 die of  suffocation 
Gondia: Four persons died
after apparently inhaling
carbon dioxide accumulated
inside a well in Maharashtra's
Gondia district Wednesday,
police said.  The incident took
place in Sarandi village under
Tiroda taluka when one of the
persons, identified as Khemraj
Sathvane, went inside the well
situated in his house to repair
a motor pump, a senior 
police official said.

SHORT TAKES

One-fourth of
the assembly
budget is

always sanctioned
for education
purposes in Delhi.
Four new universities
have been opened and there are 12
Delhi government colleges here. Ever
since the AAP government came to
power, funds to these colleges have
increased three-fold

ATISHI | DELHI EDUCATION MINISTER

national

REUTERS

New Delhi, June 28: The Indian
manufacturer of  cough syrups
that Uzbekistan said last year
had poisoned 19 children used
a toxic industrial-grade ingre-
dient rather than the legitimate
pharmaceutical version, two
sources with knowledge of  the
matter told Reuters.

The company, Marion Biotech,
bought the ingredient — propy-
lene glycol (PG) — from trader
Maya Chemtech India, as re-
ported by Reuters. But Maya
did not have a licence to sell
pharmaceutical-grade materi-
als and “dealt in industrial-
grade only,” according to a source
at the firm with knowledge of  the

Marion investigation.
“We did not know Marion was

going to use it to make cough
syrups,” said the person, who de-
clined to be identified while the
case is investigated. “We are not
told where our material is used.”

The two sources said the syrup
was made with industrial-grade
PG, a toxic material widely used
in liquid detergents, antifreeze,
paints or coatings, and to en-
hance the effectiveness of  pes-
ticides.

“Marion bought commercial-
grade propylene glycol,” said a
second source, an investigator,
who declined to be named while
the inquiry is ongoing.

“They were supposed to take
Indian Pharmacopoeia-grade,”

the source added, referring to na-
tional standards for the com-
position of  pharmaceutical prod-
ucts.

Marion also did not test the in-
gredient before using it in the
syrups it sold to Uzbekistan, the
investigator said.

India’s drugs and cosmetics
rules say manufacturers are re-
sponsible to ensure the safety of
ingredients they use.

Maya is not facing charges,
according to the company source,
but the investigation is ongo-
ing .  De e p ak Shar m a,  an
Assistant Drugs Controller for
the national capital territory of
Delhi, where Maya is based, de-
clined to comment, saying the
case was being investigated by

federal drugs authorities.
Marion, which says it deals

in pharmaceuticals, herbal
and cosmetics products, has

previously denied any wrong-
doing. Neither the company,
nor India's drug regulator or
health ministry responded to

requests for comment.
An analysis last year by

Uzbekistan's health ministry
showed the Marion-made cough
syrups, Ambronol and DOK-1
Max, contained unacceptable
amounts of  toxins diethylene
glycol (DEG) and ethylene gly-
col (EG), used in products that
are not for human consump-
tion.

Uzbekistan in January ar-
rested four people in relation
to the 19 deaths, including two
executives at a company that
imported the Marion drugs.
Reuters could not establish the
status of  the case.

Uzbekistan's health ministry
did not respond to a question
on possible penalties there.

UZBEKISTAN COUGH SYRUP ROW

‘Indian firm used toxic industrial chemical in medicines’
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Saharanpur (UP), June 28:
Dalit leader and Bhim Army
chief  Chandra Shekhar Aazad
was injured when unidentified
assailants opened fire on his
car in Deoband Wednesday, po-
lice said.

Aazad (36) had gone to attend
a 'terhavin' ritual at a supporter's
home Saharanpur district's
Deoband, they said, adding the
assailants fired multiple shots
at his SUV when he was leaving.

“The assailants were in a car
and opened fire on Azad's SUV
from the right side. A bullet
grazed his abdomen. He has
been admitted to a hospital and
h i s  c o n d i t i o n  i s  s t abl e, ”
Superintendent of  Police (City)
Abimanyu Manglik said.

According to police, the ve-
hicle used by the assailants car-
ried a Haryana registration

number. The officer added the
Saharanpur police has also
reached out to its counterpart
in adjoining districts to seek
their support in the effort to
nab the attackers.

Aazad heads the Aazad Samaj
Party which he founded in
March 2020. The Samajwadi

Party hit out at the state gov-
ernment over the incident, ques-
tioning the law and order situ-
ation under the BJP rule. 

“The murderous attack on
Chandrashekhar Azad, National
President of  Azad
Samaj Party in
Deoband,
Saharanpur,
by crimi-
nals pro-
tected by
power is
highly
con-
demnable
and cowardly
act. When peo-
ple’s representatives
are not safe under the BJP rule,
then what will happen to the
general public? Jungle Raj in
UP!” SP president and former
chief  minister Akhilesh Yadav
tweeted  in Hindi.  Senior SP

leader Shivpal Singh Yadav
tweeted the morale of  crimi-
nals in the state is so high that
they “have started breaking all
their limits”.

“The opposition in Uttar
Pradesh is now the target of

both the government and
the criminals,” he said

in a tweet in Hindu. 
He said the “deadly

attack” on the Bhim
Army chief  is a com-
mentary on the law
and order situation

in the state. “Wake up
government!” President

of  Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) Jayant Chaudhary

tweeted in Hindi, “The mur-
d e r o u s  a t t a c k  o n
Chandrashekhar Azad is a dis-
turbing incident! I have faith
that @BhimArmyChief  will
get well soon and continue on
his chosen path!”

Bhim Army chief shot at, injured

The
Samajwadi

Party hit out at the
state government over

the incident, questioning
the law and order 

situation under 
the BJP rule
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Agartala, June 28: Six people
died and 15 others were injured
as a Rath caught fire after com-
ing in contact with a high-tension
wire in Tripura’s Unakoti district
Wednesday, police said.

The incident happened around
4.30 pm in Kumarghat area dur-
ing the ‘Ulta Rath Jatra’ festi-
val of  Lord Jagannath, they said.
During this festival, the sibling
deities -- Lord Balabhadra, Devi
Subhdara and Lord Jagannath
-- return to their abode, a week
after Rath Yatra.

Thousands of  people were
pulling the Rath, made of  iron,
when it came in contact with
a 133 kv overhead cable, po-
lice said.

Six people died on the spot
and 15 others received burn in-
juries, Assistant Inspector
General  (Law & Order)
Jyotishman Das Chowdhury told
PTI. The injured were under-
going treatment at a nearby hos-

pital, he said.
Their conditions were stated

to be critical, officials said. Chief
Minister Manik Saha condoled

the deaths. "In a tragic accident
at Kumarghat, several pilgrims
lost their lives and several oth-
ers were injured due to electro-
cution while pulling the 'Ulta
Rath'. I am deeply saddened by
this incident. Deepest condo-
lences to the bereaved family.
Also, I wish the injured persons
a speedy recovery. The state gov-
ernment stands by them in this
difficult time," he said. 

6 die by electrocution during Rath Jatra 

Thousands of people
were pulling the Rath,
made of iron, when it

came in contact with a
133 kv overhead cable

STRICT VIGIL:  A security personnel stands guard at the Taj Mahal in Agra, Uttar Pradesh PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, June 28: The Centre
Wednesday approved a new
scheme PM-PRANAM (PM
Programme for Restoration,
Aw a re n e s s,  G e n e r at i o n ,
Nourishment and Amelioration
of  Mother Earth) to incentivise
states to promote alternative
fertilisers and reduce the use of
chemical fertilisers and also
decided to continue the current
urea subsidy scheme for three
years ending March 2025, with
an outlay of  `3.68 lakh crore.

That apart,  the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA), chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, ap-
proved an outlay of  ̀ 1,451 crore
subsidy to promote organic ma-
nure, taking the total package
to over `3.70 lakh crore. Under
the scheme, Mandaviya said
that the states, which will adopt
alternative fertilisers will be
incentivised with the subsidy
that is saved by reducing the
use of  chemical fertilisers.

Citing example, suppose a
state is using 10 lakh tonne of
conventional fertiliser, and if
it reduces its consumption by 3
lakh tonne, then the subsidy
saving would be `3,000 crore.

Out of  that subsidy savings, the
Centre will give 50 per cent of  it
-- `1,500 crore to the state for
promoting the use of  alternative
fertiliser and other develop-
ment works, he added.  The
scheme was announced by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in her Budget
speech in February.

According to an official state-
ment, the CCEA approved a
“unique package” of  innova-
tive schemes for farmers with
a total outlay of  ̀ 3,70,128.7 crore.
“The bouquet of  schemes is fo-
cused on the overall well-being
and economic betterment of
farmers by promoting sustain-
able agriculture. The initiatives
will boost farmers’ income,
strengthen natural/organic
farming, rejuvenate soil pro-
ductivity and ensure food se-
curity,” it added. The CCEA ap-
proved the continuation of  the
urea subsidy Scheme to ensure
constant availability of  fer-
tiliser to the farmers at the same
price of  `242/45 kg bag, ex-
cluding taxes and neem coat-
ing charges. 

Out of  the total package,
`3,68,676.7 crore has been com-
mitted for urea subsidy for three
years (2022-23 to 2024-25). 

PM-PRANAM scheme
gets CCEA nod to boost 
alternative fertilizers

The CCEA also decided to introduce sulphur-coated urea (Urea Gold) in the
country for the first time to address sulphur deficiency in the soil

Briefing media, Union Chemicals and Fertilisers Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said the CCEA has approved a scheme PM-PRANAM 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 28: With the
level of  lakes supplying water to
Mumbai going down due to in-
adequate rainfall in their catch-
ment areas, the city civic body
has decided to impose a 10 per
cent water cut here starting from
Saturday, officials said. 

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) commis-
sioner and administrator Iqbal
Singh Chahal also appealed to cit-
izens to save water and use it
judiciously. 

The southwest monsoon cov-
ered Mumbai on Sunday after a
delay of  two weeks.

Talking to PTI, Chahal said
on Wednesday that the BMC
has decided to implement 10
water cut in Mumbai from July
1 as the stock in lakes supply-
ing water to the city is about
seven per cent. 

Mumbai receives 3,800 MLD
(millions of  litres per day) of
water from seven reservoirs
namely Bhatsa, Upper Vaitarna,
Middle Vaitarna, Tansa, Modak
Sagar, Vihar and Tulsi, located
in Mumbai, Thane and Nashik
districts. 

According to a BMC report, the
seven lakes had 7.26 per cent
stock at 6 am Wednesday. On the
same day in 2022 and 2021, the
lakes had 9.04 per cent and 16.44
per cent water stock respectively,
as per the report. Meanwhile,
two persons were killed and a
teenager was injured in rain-re-
lated incidents in Mumbai, where
heavy showers led to waterlog-
ging in many areas, forcing the
closure of  a  busy subway
Wednesday, while suburban train
services were delayed, civic of-
ficials said. 

Mumbai to face 10%
water cut from July 1 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore/New Delhi, June 28:
The Karnataka police have reg-
istered an FIR against BJP IT cell
chief  Amit Malviya for “pro-
moting enmity within groups”
and “instigating people” over a
video that he posted allegedly
mocking Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on social media. 

The case was registered fol-
lowing a  complaint  from
Congress Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee member
Ramesh Babu in connection with
a tweet posted by Malviya re-
cently. The tweet showed an an-
imated video allegedly mocking
Rahul Gandhi and showing the
Congress party in poor light.
According to the FIR, Malviya
tweeted a video with the cap-
tions, “Rahul Gandhi is dan-
gerous and playing an insidi-
ous game” and “More dangerous
are people who are pulling strings
of  #Raga like Sam P, staunchly
anti-India, they leave no stone un-
turned to defame India over-
seas, just to embarrass Hon'ble
PM @Narendramodi ji.” 

Case against Malviya
over tweet on Rahul 
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Communist China
is the greatest

threat to American security
and prosperity by far. It is
the most dangerous foreign
threat we’ve faced since
the Second World War
NIKKI HALEY | 
FORMER US AMBASSADOR TO THE UN

A teacher in Italy managed to skip work
for two decades while still collecting a
paycheque. As per the report, Cinzio
Paolina De Lio, who has been described
as Italy’s worst employee, used sick
leave, holiday time, and permits to attend
conferences in order to avoid work

ITALY’S WORST EMPLOYEE
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There is urgent
need to limit
irregular

departures from
Africa and Turkey, to
fight against migrant
smuggling and work
with partner countriesto 
ensure that people don’t leave or
transit those countries

URSULA VON DER LEYEN |
PRESIDENT, EUROPEAN COMMISSION

of the
day uote 

The
government
abides by its

policy of not carrying
out a release without
the understanding of
fishing groups in
Fukushima

HIROKAZU MATSUNO | CHIEF CABINET

SECRETARY, JAPAN

The focus of
my meeting
with Xi was to

reaffirm our close
economic
relationship by
supporting
businesses (to) renew their
connections with Chinese
counterparts and helping grow new
ones to support New Zealand’s
economic recovery

CHRIS HIPKINS | PM, NEW ZEALAND

Sudan crisis spirals
Cairo: The United Nations has
said the surging violence in
Sudan is likely to drive more
than 1 million refugees out of
the African country by
October, as the 10-week
conflict shows few signs of
easing. Sudan descended into
chaos after fighting erupted in
mid-April between the
military, led by Gen Abdel-
Fattah Burhan, and the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces, commanded by Gen
Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo.
Since then, over 3,000 people
have been killed, the country’s
Health Ministry said, while
about 2.5 million people have
been displaced, according to
the UN.

Protests rock Paris 
Paris: Protesters armed with
fireworks clashed with riot
police in a Paris suburb
overnight after a 17-year-old
man was shot dead by police
during a traffic stop and
prosecutors opened a
homicide investigation. Thirty-
one people were arrested in
the clashes in which 40 cars
were burned, mostly in
Nanterre, the Paris suburb
where the victim was from,
interior minister Gerald
Darmanin said Wednesday.
Video footage showed at least
one building on fire and burnt-
out barricades on the road.
Fireworks were aimed at
police, who fired tear gas at
the crowd. French President
Emmanuel Macron
Wednesday called the
shooting dead of a 17-year-old
by police during a traffic stop
near Paris “inexcusable” in
rare criticism of law-
enforcement hours after the
incident triggered unrest.

SHORT TAKES

international

REUTERS

Seoul, June 28: South Koreans
became a year or two younger
Wednesday as new laws that re-
quire using only the interna-
tional method of  counting age
took effect, replacing the coun-
try’s traditional method.

Under the age system most
commonly  used in  South
Koreans’ everyday life, people
are deemed to be a year old at

birth and a year is added every
January 1.

The country has since the early
1960s used the international norm
of  calculating from zero at birth
and adding a year on every birth-
day for medical and legal docu-
ments. But many South Koreans
continued to use the traditional
method for everything else.

In December, South Korea
passed laws to scrap the tradi-
tional method and fully adopt
the international standard.

“We expect legal disputes,
complaints and social confusion
that have been caused over how
to calculate ages will be greatly
reduced,”  Minister  of
Government Legislation Lee

Wan-kyu told a briefing Monday.
According to a government

survey conducted in September
2022, 86% of  South Koreans said
they would use the international
age in their everyday life when
the new laws took effect.

“I was about to turn 30 next
year (under the traditional
Korean age system) but now I
have some more time earned
and I love it,” Choi Hyun-ji, a
27-year-old office worker in Seoul,
said. “It’s just great to feel like
getting younger,” Choi added.

Another age system exists in
South Korea for conscription,
school entrance and calculating
the legal age to drink alcohol
and smoke: a person’s age is cal-
culated from zero at birth and a
year is added January 1. Officials
said that method would remain
for the time being.

OLD AGE-COUNTING METHOD SCRAPPED

South Koreans become younger overnight
In the centuries-old

“Korean age” system, a
person turns one at birth
and gains a year January
1. This means a baby born
31 December will be two
years old the next day 

AGENCIES

Washington, June 28: A re-
searcher in Wuhan has made a
shocking claim that China de-
liberately engineered coron-
avirus as a “bioweapon” with
the purpose of  infecting people,
according to multiple reports. 

The explosive claim was made
by Chao Shan in an exclusive
interview with Jennifer Zeng,
a member of  the International

Press Association, who provides
first-hand information and
unique insights about China
and the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP). 

Chao said he and his colleagues
were tasked with identifying the
most effective strain for spread-
ing among various species, in-
cluding humans. 

Jennifer’s blog mentions that
the interview was conducted in
September 2021. She said that

Chao was given four strains of
coronavirus by his superior in
Nanjing City in 2019 to test which
one of  them was the most viru-
lent and transmissible.

Chao tested the virus on
human ACE2 receptor, bats and
monkeys. He also called the coro-
navirus a “bioweapon”.

He also mentioned in the in-

terview that several of  his col-
leagues went missing during the
2019 Military World Games in
Wuhan. Later, one of  them re-
vealed that they were sent to ho-
tels where athletes from various
countries were staying to “check
the health or hygiene conditions”.
Since checking hygiene doesn’t
require virologists, Chao Shan
suspected that they were sent
there to spread the virus.

However, commenting on
Chao’s claims, Jennifer said that
it is just a small piece of  the en-
tire puzzle. So far, the true ori-
gin of  the pandemic that has
caused nearly 7 million deaths
worldwide, or even more, is still
under exploration.

‘Covid-19 was engineered as bioweapon’
A Wuhan Institute of Virology researcher has claimed

that Covid-19 was engineered as a bioweapon by
China, revealing experiments and suspicious activities

surrounding the pandemic’s origins

The claims 
represent only a
fraction of the larger
puzzle surrounding
the origins of the
Covid-19 pandemic,
which has resulted
in nearly 7 million
deaths worldwide

REUTERS

Paris, June 28: A wave of  bird
flu outbreaks in France last
month has come to a halt after
the culling of  10 million birds this
season, the farm ministry said
Wednesday, as it confirmed it

would launch vaccination against
the virus in the autumn.

Some 22 million birds were
culled in France in the 2021/22
season.

Vaccination against bird flu
will start in October and will be
mandatory for all ducks across
France, making it the first coun-
try in the world to launch a na-
tionwide vaccination campaign,
farm ministry officials told re-
porters.

The length of  the vaccination

campaign - whether all year
round or just in the autumn and
winter - is still to be decided, de-
pending on the budget allocated,
the officials said.

T he F rench Ag ency for
Veterinary Medicinal Products
(ANMV) has cleared the use of
vaccines from three companies,
France’s Ceva Animal Health,
Ger many’s  Boehring er
Ingelheim and US firm Zoetis
Animal Health, they said.

A pre-order for 80 million doses
was launched in April and a for-
mal decision is expected next
month, the officials said.

Tests carried out in France
on Ceva and Boehring er
Ingelheim’s vaccines showed
favourable results. The officials
could not say where Zoetis had
carried out its tests.

French bird flu wave ends 
after 10 million birds culled

France has been among
countries worst affected by
the unprecedented spread

of avian influenza - 
commonly called bird 

flu - that has killed 
hundreds of millions of

birds in the past two years, 
disrupting supply of 

poultry meat and eggs

ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York, June 28: A 49-year-
old Indian-origin man was sen-
tenced to over three years in jail
for smuggling more than 800
Indian citizens into the US using
ride-hailing app Uber. 

Rajinder Pal Singh, aka Jaspal
Gill, pleaded guilty in February,
admitting that he took in more
than $500,000 as a key member
of  a smuggling ring, bringing
in hundreds of  Indian nationals
across the border from Canada,
the Department of  Justice said
in a press release.

Singh, a resident of  California,
was sentenced Tuesday in a US
District Court to “45 months in
prison for  Conspiracy to
Transport and Harbor Certain
Aliens for Profit and Conspiracy
to Commit Money Laundering,”
said Acting US Attorney Tessa
M Gorman.

“Over a four-year period, Singh
arranged for more than 800 peo-
ple to be smuggled into the US
across the northern border and
into Washington State,” said
Gorman.

She asserted that Singh’s con-
duct was not just a security risk
for Washington but also sub-
jected those smuggled to security
and safety perils during the often
weeks-long smuggling route from
India to the US.

“Singh’s participation in this
conspiracy preyed upon the
Indian nationals’ hopes for a
better life in the US while sad-
dling those smuggled with a
crushing debt of  as much as
$70,000,” Gorman said.

From July 2018, Singh and his
co-conspirators used Uber to
transport people who had ille-
gally crossed the border from
Canada to the Seattle area, the
press release said, citing records
filed in the case.

From mid-2018 to May 2022,
Singh arranged more than 600
trips involving the transportation
of  Indian nationals illegally
smuggled into the US.

According to investigation es-
timates, between July 2018, and
April 2022, the 17 Uber accounts
tied to the smuggling ring ran up
more than $80,000 in charges.

Indian smuggles 
800 people into US
using Uber, jailed

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Hague, June 28: NATO’s
chief  has said that the power of
Russia’s military shouldn’t be
underestimated following the
weekend mutiny against it by
Wagner Group mercenaries, and
said the alliance has increased
its readiness to confront Russia
in recent days. 

Jens Stoltenberg said the al-
liance may decide to further
boost its strength and readiness
to face Russia and its ally Belarus
when NATO leaders meet in the
Lithuanian capital of  Vilnius
July 11-12.

“So, no misunderstanding
and no room for misunder-
standing in Moscow or Minsk
about our ability to defend our
allies against any potential
threat,” Stoltenberg said.

At a meeting in The Hague of
eight NATO leaders, Lithuanian
President Gitanas Nauseda said
that neighbouring countries
would face a heightened danger
if  the Wagner Group deploys its
“serial killers” in Belarus. 

Stoltenberg said it was still
early to draw any conclusions
about what Wagner leader
Yevgeny Prigozhin and some of
his forces might do or whether
they all might end up in Belarus.

NATO responded to Russia’s
full-scale invasion of  Ukraine in
February 2022 by deploying
multinational battlegroups in
Slovakia, Hungary, Romania
and Bulgaria. They complement
another four deployed in 2017 in
the three Baltic states and
Poland, to expand NATO’s pres-
ence from the Baltics to the
Black Sea. On Monday, Germany
said that it stands ready to per-
m a n e n t ly  b a s e  fo rc e s  i n
Lithuania, if  needed. 

Rutte and Stoltenberg met
with the presidents of  Romania
and Poland and leaders of
Belgium, Norway, Albania and
Lithuania at the Dutch leader’s

official residence in a
leafy suburb of  The
Hague.

Earlier Tuesday,
Russian authori-
ties said they had
closed a criminal
investigation into
the aborted armed
rebellion led by
Prigozhin and are
pressing no charges
against him or his troops.

The mutiny by Wagner Group
forces lasted less than 24 hours,
but formed the latest twist in a
series of  events that have brought
the gravest threat to Putin’s grip
on power in the 16-month-old
war in Ukraine.

The war led Sweden and
Finland to seek to join NATO.
Finland has already become the
alliance’s latest member, but
Sweden’s membership is being
held up by Turkey. 

On Monday, Stoltenberg said
he will call an urgent meet-
ing in the coming days to try
to overcome Turkish objec-
tions to Sweden joining the
military organization, in a
last-ditch effort to have the
Nordic country standing along-
side the allies at the July sum-
mit in Lithuania.

NATO requires the unani-

mous approval of  all
members to expand.

Turkey accuses
Sweden of  being
too lenient to-
ward groups that
Ankara says pose
a security threat,

including militant
Kurdish groups and

people associ-
ated with a 2016

coup attempt.

Wagner troops spell trouble
Eastern European NATO coun-

tries also warned that a move of
Wagner's Russian mercenary
troops to Belarus would create
greater regional instability, but
NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg said the alliance is
ready to defend itself  against
any threat.

“This is really serious and
very concerning, and we have to
make very strong decisions. It re-
quires a very, very tough answer
of  NATO,” Polish President
Andrzej Duda added.

Wa gner  boss  Yevg eny
Prigozhin arrived in Belarus
Tuesday under a deal negoti-
ated by President Alexander
Lukashenko that ended the mer-
cenaries’ mutiny in Russia
Saturday.

Don’t underestimate 
Russian forces: NATO

The leaders agreed that, given the short-lived revolt by Wagner fighters in Russia over the
weekend, that the allies should continue to bolster their forces along NATO’s eastern flank

to discourage Russian President Vladimir Putin from attempting to widen his war

If
Wagner deploys

its serial killers in
Belarus, all

neighbouring countries
face even bigger danger

of instability
GITANAS NAUSEDA |

PRESIDENT, LITHUANIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Toronto, June 28: Canada has
announced a new open work-
permit stream to allow 10,000
H-1B visa holders in the US to
come and work in the country, a
move that could benefit thou-
sands of  Indian tech profes-
sionals.

Canada is hoping to become a
world leader in a variety of
emerging technologies and it
hopes to attract professionals
affected by massive layoffs by
US tech giants. 

The H-1B visa is a non-immi-
grant visa that allows US com-
panies to employ foreign work-
ers in speciality occupations
that require theoretical or tech-
nical expertise.

Technology companies depend
on it to hire tens of  thousands of
employees each year from coun-
tries like India and China.

By July 16, the Canadian gov-
ernment will create an open
work-permit stream to allow
10,000 American H-1B visa hold-
ers to come and work in Canada,
Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Minister Sean Fraser

said Tuesday.
In its news release, the ministry

said the programme will also
provide for study or work permits
for their family members.

Approved applicants for the
new programme will receive an
open work permit of  up to three
years in duration, which means
they will be able to work for al-
most any employer anywhere in
Canada. Their spouses and de-
pendants will also be eligible to
apply for a temporary resident
visa, with a work or study permit,
as needed, the release said.

Tech companies went on a hir-
ing binge during the pandemic but
have since started laying people
off  in large numbers. That’s left
a lot of  H-1B visa holders scram-
bling to find new jobs before
they’re forced to leave the US.

INDIANS TO BENEFIT

Canada’s major move
for H-1B visa holders 

PATH OF FAITH: Muslim pilgrims pray on the Mount of Mercy at the plain of Arafat during the annual haj pilgrimage,
outside the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia REUTERS
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Taiwan has an enormous
appetite to expand ties

with India and firming up the
proposed free trade agreement
between the two sides will be a
big encouragement for Taiwanese
companies to set up
manufacturing bases in India
JAUSHIEH JOSEPH WU | FOREIGN MINISTER, TAIWAN

Hospitality technology platform OYO Wednesday
said it will add over 1,000 hotels to support over
100 first-generation hoteliers by December 2023
as part of its accelerator programme. The
company launched its accelerator programme in
March this year with a target of supporting 50
first-generation hoteliers

OYO TARGETS 1K HOTELS BY DEC
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India’s share in
US’s ready-
made garment

import from the
world has increased
to 5.7 per cent in
2022, which will
further improve in future

NAREN GOENKA | CHAIRMAN, AEPC

of the
day uote 

The
government
has planned

over `17,000 crore in
incentives to
promote the
manufacturing of
electrolyzers and green hydrogen in
the country

BHUPINDER SINGH BHALLA | MNRE SECRETARY

India’s top
eight
residential

markets continue on
a growth path. The
RBI’s decision to
pause the hike in the
key lending rate helped in sustaining
strong positive sentiments for
buying residential properties

VIKAS WADHAWAN | CFO, REA

GQG, others pour
in $1bn in Adani 
New Delhi: US-based boutique
investment firm GQG Partners
and other investors have
bought close to $1 billion of
additional stakes in Adani
group companies as billionaire
Gautam Adani continues to
rebuild market confidence
since hit by a damning report
of a US short seller. The
investors bought 18 million, or
1.6 per cent, from the Adani
family in the group’s flagship
Adani Enterprises Ltd in a
single block trade. GQG
Partners has been ramping up
its investment in the
conglomerate ever since
Hindenburg Research in a
bombshell report alleged
accounting fraud and stock
price manipulation at the
Group, triggering a stock
market rout that had erased
about $150 billion in its market
value at its lowest point.

Sugarcane price
hiked by `10
New Delhi: The government
Wednesday increased the Fair
and Remunerative Price (FRP),
the minimum price that mills
have to pay to sugarcane
growers, by `10 to `315 per
quintal for the 2023-24 season
starting October. The decision
to increase the FRP of
sugarcane was taken in the
meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The
FRP of sugarcane has been
fixed at `315 per quintal for
the 2023-24 season.

Kotak allows RuPay
credit cards on UPI
New Delhi: Private sector
Kotak Mahindra Bank and
National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI)
Wednesday announced that
bank’s customers can now use
their RuPay Credit Card on UPI
with UPI-enabled apps. Kotak
Mahindra Bank customers can
select from seven RuPay
Credit Cards to use
seamlessly on UPI, the bank
said in a statement. With the
linkage of Kotak RuPay Credit
Cards on UPI, customers
would not need to use their
physical Credit Card, it said.

TVS partners Zomato
New Delhi: TVS Motor
Company Wednesday said it
has partnered with online food
delivery platform Zomato
under which its 10,000 electric
scooters will be deployed over
two years in the latter’s
delivery fleet. This association
is in line with the commitment
towards green and
sustainable mobility solutions
and further strengthens the
company’s electrification
journey across diverse
mobility segments, TVS Motor
Company said. 

SHORT TAKES

business

REUTERS

London, June 28: Big global
currencies are rarely on differ-
ent paths. Yet Japan’s yen and
China’s yuan are slumping
against the dollar while in Europe
the euro is outperforming and
sterling is on a tear.

With economic and monetary
policy outlooks varying, cur-
rency moves are increasingly
out of  sync with each other. This
is making the $7.5 trillion-a-day
global FX market - operating in
the aftermath of  Covid-19 and the
face of  war in Ukraine and an en-
ergy crisis - more volatile and
more unpredictable.

The Bank of  Japan has dashed
expectations that a change to
its ultra-dovish monetary pol-

icy would come early in 2023,
sending the Japanese yen down
9% so far this year, on top of  a
12% decline in 2022. That has
raised the chance of  intervention
to stem weakness.

More pain is also anticipated

for the yuan, trading near seven-
month lows, as well as smaller
Asian currencies.

Meanwhile the euro is up 2.5%
this month against the dollar
and expected to rise further

given a hawkish European
Central Bank - and sterling has
meanwhile risen over 5% so far
in 2023, leaving it set for its
biggest annual gain since 2017.

Rochester said Nomura fore-

cast the euro moving to $1.12
over coming months, implying
a further 2% gain from $1.095
now, and expected the yuan to
weaken to 7.30 per dollar ver-
sus 7.2 now.

The yuan has slid almost 5%
so far this year, hurt by a weak
economy and a wide interest-
rate gap with the United States.

This week Chinese authori-
ties set a stronger-than-expected
trading band for the currency, a
sign that Beijing is increasingly
uncomfortable with its quick-
ening slide.

Lee Hardman, senior FX strate-
gist at MUFG, said the dollar’s
rebound against Asian curren-
cies reflected a reversal of  the
trades put in place late last year
with the post-lockdown reopen-

ing of  China’s economy, as pes-
simism about the growth out-
look there grew.

There is no good news for the
yen which is near seven-month
lows against the dollar and 15-
year lows versus the euro, as
the Bank of  Japan holds fast to
its ultra-loose monetary policy.

In Scandinavia, Norway’s
crown is under pressure, and
property woes and a weakening
economy have also battered
Sweden’s crown, which last week
hit a record low versus the euro
amid a sense that rates there
cannot climb much higher.

Of  course given what the world
has endured in the past few years,
it is maybe not surprising that
currency markets have gone a lit-
tle strange.

FIRST COVID
THEN WAR Age of crises leaves world’s biggest currencies out of sync

LAST YEAR ALONE, THE EURO FELL TO A 20-YEAR LOW VERSUS THE DOLLAR, STERLING HIT ITS LOWEST ON RECORD AND THE YEN ITS WEAKEST IN 32 YEARS,
AS THE GREENBACK SOARED BROADLY ON SHARP INCREASES IN US INTEREST RATES TO CURB INFLATION THAT OTHER MAJOR CENTRAL BANKS LAGGED

It used to be the case
that if you got the

direction of euro/dollar
right, you had a good chance
of getting everything else
right, but now it’s a bit
harder. You have to do your
homework and the
differences between
currencies are widening
JORDAN ROCHESTER
| G10 FX STRATEGIST, NOMURA

Euro/dollar a less
useful guide to
other moves:

Analysts

Yen, yuan, Swedish
crown weakness

concerns
authorities

Pound and euro
perform well

Pandemic, war,
energy crisis all

destablising factors

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 28:Equity bench-
mark indices hit their lifetime
highs Wednesday, with Sensex
reaching the record 64,000 mark
and Nifty scaling the 19,000 level
in intra-day trade, as fresh for-
eign fund inflows and a rally in
the US and European markets
bolstered investor sentiments.

Hectic buying in market heavy-
weights Reliance Industries,
HDFC Bank and Infosys added
to the positive momentum,
traders said.

Extending the previous day’s
rally, the 30-share BSE
Sensex surged 499.39
points or 0.79 per cent
to settle at its life-
time closing high of
63,915.42. During the
day,  the  index
jumped 634.41 points
or 1 per cent to hit its
all-time intra-day peak
of  64,050.44.

Likewise, the NSE Nifty
climbed 154.70 points or 0.82 per
cent to end at a record high of
18,972.10 points. It zoomed 193.85
points or 1 per cent to reach its
lifetime intra-day high of  19,011.25
during the session.

Tata Motors was the biggest
gainer in the Sensex pack, rising
2.38 per cent, followed by Sun

Pharma, Titan, Larsen &
Toubro, IndusInd Bank,
Reliance Industries, NTPC,
UltraTech Cement, Bajaj
Finance, Infosys, HDFC
Bank and Maruti.

In contrast, Tech Mahindra,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Kotak

Mahindra Bank, Bajaj Finserv,
HCL Technologies and Wipro
were the laggards.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge climbed 0.73
per cent and smallcap index
gained 0.08 per cent.

All the indices ended in the
green, with services rallying
2.35 per cent, capital goods jump-
ing 1.14 per cent, power (1.02 per

cent), healthcare (0.90 per cent),
oil & gas (0.85 per cent), energy
(0.83 per cent), metal (0.80 per

cent) and industrials (0.70 per
cent).

The rupee slipped 1 paisa to set-
tle at 82.03 against the US cur-
rency Wednesday. 

Foreign Portfolio Investors
emerged as net buyers in the
capital market on Wednesday
as they bought shares worth Rs
12,350 crore,. 

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.83 per cent to
$72.86 a barrel.

In Asian markets, Tokyo and
Hong Kong settled in the green
while Seoul and Shanghai ended
lower. European markets were
trading in the positive territory
in early deals. 

STOCKS SIZZLE

INDICES AT LIFETIME HIGH
The market’s bullish momentum was supported by strong FII inflows and a narrowing 

current account deficit, both of which positively impacted investor sentiments

Investors richer 
by `3.43L-crore

Equity investors became
richer by `3.43 lakh crore in

two days of market rally that
saw the BSE benchmark Sensex
touching the record 64,000-
mark Wednesday. In two days,
the market capitalisation of
BSE-listed firms went up by
`3,43,718.15 crore to
`2,94,11,131.69 crore. Earlier,
June 21, the market
capitalisation of BSE-listed
firms had hit an all-time high of
`2,94,36,594.50 crore.

SENSEX
SCALES

64,000-LEVEL
FOR FIRST TIME

NIFTY CLIMBS
19,000-PEAK IN

INTRA-DAY 
TRADE 

After almost a 
seven-month
consolidation, the Nifty

has surpassed the 19,000
mark, and what's more, all
sectors are in the green as
well. Investors are massively
turning positive on risk
assets, taking comfort from
the recent fall in inflation,
anticipating the end of the
rate hike cycle
AMAR AMBANI | GROUP PRESIDENT & HEAD
(INSTITUTIONAL EQUITIES), YES SECURITIES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 28: The Indian
banking system’s asset quality
strengthened to a decadal best,
with the gross non-performing
assets ratio falling to 3.9 per cent
as of  March 2023, the Reserve
Bank said Wednesday.

GNPAs of  the scheduled com-
mercial banks are expected to im-
prove further to 3.6 per cent by
March 2024, as per the baseline
scenario, the RBI’s bi-annual
Financial Stability Report said.

“...The financial sector in India
has been stable and resilient, as
reflected in sustained growth in
bank credit, low levels of  non-per-
forming assets and adequate
capital and liquidity buffers,”
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
said in his foreword to the report.

The FSR released Wednesday
said the net NPAs of  the bank-
ing system improved to 1 per
cent, a level that was last seen
way back in July 2011. 

The quarterly slippage ratio -
which is the share of  standard
advances slipping into NPAs -
moderated further to 0.3 per
cent, but there was a jump in
the write-offs to GNPAs ratio to
28.5 per cent at the end of  FY23
on the back of  more classifica-
tion by private banks lately.

The capital to risk-weighted as-
sets ratio (CRAR) and the com-
mon equity tier 1 (CET1) ratio of
scheduled commercial banks
(SCBs) rose to historical highs
of  17.1 per cent and 13.9 per cent,
respectively, in March 2023, the
report said.

Macro stress tests for credit
risk have revealed that all banks
would comply with the mini-
mum capital requirements even
under a severe stress scenario,
it added. 

It said the increased focus on
retail lending by banks has re-
sulted in the share of  corporate
loans - the mainstay in banks’
loan books - falling to 46.4 per cent

in March 2023 against 51.1 per
cent in March 2020.

The share of  large loans in
the overall GNPAs has also come
down to 53.9 per cent in March
2023 from 75.7 per cent three
years ago, it said. 

GNPAs for large borrower
loans of  over ̀ 5 crore improved
to 4.5 per cent from 12.2 per cent
three years ago, while the asset
quality of  top 100 borrowers also
improved, with their share in
SCBs' GNPA declining to 1.6 per
cent in March 2023 from 6.8 per
cent as of  March 2022.

The RBI’s rate hikes of  2.50 per
cent in FY23 had a positive im-
pact on the banks, with the net
interest margins improving by
0.30 per cent in FY23, as the
transmission of  monetary pol-
icy tightening to deposit rates
lagged the pass-through to lend-
ing rates, the report said, adding
that banks’ net profit recorded
a healthy growth of  38.4 per cent
in FY23, led by strong increase
in net interest income (NII) and
lowering of  provisions.

GNPAs fall to decadal 
best of 3.9% in March

Govt drops TCS on
overseas credit
card spends
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 28: The gov-
ernment Wednesday dropped
plans to levy TCS on overseas
payments made through inter-
national credit cards and said
such expenses will be included
in the Liberalised Remittance
Scheme (LRS) of  the RBI.

The Finance Ministry has
also deferred by three months
the implementation of  a higher
Tax Collected at Source (TCS)
rate of  20 per cent on expendi-
tures made under LRS and over-
s e a s  t o u r  p a ck a g e s  t i l l
September 30. The new rates
will come into ef fect from
October 1.

The ministry clarified that
“transactions through inter-
national credit cards while
being overseas would not be
counted as LRS and hence would
not be subject to TCS”.

The Budget 2023-24 had raised
TCS rates on LRS and foreign
tour packages from 5 per cent
to 20 per cent, effective July 1.

Wi t h  We d n e s d ay ’s  a n -
nouncement of  deferment of  a
higher TCS rate, LRS spending
above Rs 7 lakh would attract 20
per cent TCS from October 1.

On the purchase of  overseas
tour packages, a TCS of  5 per
cent will be applicable on pay-
ments up to Rs 7 lakh. Above the
threshold, 20 per cent would be
levied from October 1.

Currently, overseas tour pack-
ages and LRS spending above Rs
7 lakh attract 5 per cent TCS.
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The Sleep Company opens first store in City
Bhubaneswar: In a bid to cater to the surging offline
demand from customers in eastern India, The Sleep
Company, Asia’s first and only provider of the Smart
GRID technology for peaceful sleep, has launched its
very first store in Bhubaneswar. This latest phygital
store marks the company’s 31st store in the country
and solidifies its vision of opening 100+ stores across
India by the end of this year. The store’s inauguration
was graced by the presence of renowned
orthopa+edics & sports surgeon Sarthak Patnaik. The
new 1200 sq ft store offers customers an immersive
Smart GRID experience and is located at Unit No 3, Plot No 501, Narula Market, Kharvela Nagar, Janpath.
Consumers can witness first-hand the unique ergonomic design, and comfort of the brand’s products
ranging from mattresses and pillows to sleep accessories and Smart GRID chairs. This inauguration of
the brand’s first store in eastern India represents the rapid progress towards their vision of being the
leading provider of comfort-tech solutions in the region. With the successful opening of 30+ stores in
the past year, The Sleep Company continues to assert its position as a disruptive force in the industry. 

OMCs set to expand network

It can be noted that the banking system NPAs
peaked in the second half of the last decade after

the RBI launched an asset quality review and forced
banks to recognise hidden stress to ensure that

books represent the true picture

The balance sheets
of corporates and
banks have

strengthened, which
present a twin balance
sheet advantage for
growth going forward
SHAKTIKANTA DAS | GOVERNOR, RBI

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 28: IOCL,
HPCL, and BPCL, the leading
PSU Oil Marketing Companies
(OMCs), have announced the re-
lease of  advertisements for the
establishment of  new retail out-
lets across the country. The ad-
vertisements aim to meet the
growing demand for petrol and
diesel in line with the country’s
fast-growing economy.

Over the years, the demand
for retail sales of  petrol and
diesel has been increasing. With
the country’s economy experi-
encing significant development,
the need for energy has increased
manifold. As a result, OMCs are
undertaking the expansion of
their retail outlet network to
cater to this rising demand, said
a press release. 

It added the expansion will
cater to emerging markets such
as urban areas, upcoming high-
ways, agricultural pockets, rural,
remote, and far-flung areas. The
plan not only addresses the grow-
ing energy needs but also creates
employment opportunities. 

Entrepreneurs are encour-
aged to seize this chance to as-
sociate with Fortune 500 com-
panies and establish successful
ventures in the retail outlet deal-
ership sector. 

The last advertisement for set-
ting up of  retail outlets (petrol
pumps) was issued by PSU Oil
Marketing Companies in the
year 2018. 

To simplify the dealer selection
process and align with the gov-
ernment’s emphasis on ease of
doing business, the OMCs have
introduced user-friendly online
applications and simplified ap-
plication forms. The selection
process will involve a comput-
erised draw of  lots or bid open-
ing conducted by an independent
agency to enhance transparency.

All retail outlets will be de-
veloped using the latest tech-
nology, including automation.
Interested entrepreneurs can
see the detailed advertisement &
brochure available on website
www.petrolpumpdealer-
chayan.in.

India rolls out 2.7cr cars in FY23
THE VEHICLES WERE VALUED AT $108BN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, June 28: The Indian
automobile industry produced a
whopping 2.7 crore vehicles
across segments and types, worth
around $108-billion (Rs 8.7-lakh
crore) in FY23, with passenger
vehicle segment accounting for
57 per cent at ̀ 5-lakh crore in the
total value, a report. 

Also, in the total 2.7 lakh crore
vehicles churned out last fiscal,
the commercial vehicle segment,
which includes small 4-wheel
carrier with less than 2-ton ca-

pacity to large tractor trailers and
specialty vehicles like tippers,
share stood at 10-lakh vehicles,
generating a value of  `1.7-lakh
crore, management consulting
services firm Primus Partners
said in its report. The CV seg-
ment accounted for 4 per cent in
the total volume and 19 per cent
in value terms, it said. 

According to Primus Partners,
the production of  two-wheelers
is closely matched by China,
with 20-million two-wheelers
coming out of  the manufactur-
ing facilities in the country, ac-
counting for 77 per cent of  the vol-
ume share. 

Within the passenger vehicle
segment, according to the re-
port, the mid-size and full-size
SUV sub-segments accounted
for over half  of  the value. 
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REUTERS

London, June 28: Steve Smith
scored an unbeaten 85 (149b,
10x4) to guide Australia to 339/5
as England wasted favourable
bowling conditions on the first
day of  the second Ashes Test at
Lord’s Wednesday.

England captain Ben Stokes
won the toss under grey skies and
floodlights at the home of  cricket,
sending Australia into bat with
high hopes of  taking early wick-
ets in his team’s bid to level the
series.

But David Warner (66, 88b,
8x4, 1x6) and Usman Khawaja
(17) rode their luck to share a
gritty opening partnership of  73
and although Josh Tongue (2/88)
removed them both, Marnus
Labuschagne made 47 (93b, 7x4)
and Travis Head a rapid 77 (73b,
14x4) to put Australia in a com-
manding position.

Joe Root (2/19) removed Head
and Cameron Green in the same
over to give England late hope but
the day firmly belonged to
Australia.

Warner and Khawaja negoti-
ated probing spells from James
Anderson and Stuart Broad and,
after a short rain delay, Warner
reached his fifty by hooking
Tongue for six before Khawaja
was bowled by the same bowler

just before lunch.
Warner was dismissed by

Tongue as the debutant bowled
the left-hander through the gate
with a fine swinging delivery to
reduce Australia to 96/2. Smith
emerged from the pavilion to a
chorus of  boos but he settled
down quickly and silenced the
crowd with two sumptuous drives
off  Broad to the cover boundary.

Labuschagne started slowly
before finding his rhythm. Broad
thought  he  had trapped

Labuschagne lbw, the umpire
raising his finger before the bats-
man was reprieved, but the
Australian departed shortly after
tea, feathering a catch to Bairstow
off  Ollie Robinson.

Head joined Smith and accel-
erated the scoring rate as the
England bowlers tired in the
final session. Smith passed fifty

and Head reached his half  cen-
tury off  only 48 balls, the pair pep-
pering the boundary rope all
around the ground.

Head was stumped off  Root
by Bairstow and three deliveries
later Green aimed an ugly swipe
at the spinner to give Anderson
a simple catch at mid-off.

It was a positive end to a poor
day for England in which Stokes
looked short of  ideas and used
few of  the innovative field set-
tings which have been a feature

of  his captaincy.

BRIEF SCORES: Australia 339/5
(Steve Smith 85 batting, Travis
Head 77, David Warner 66,
Marnus Labuschagne 47; Joe
Root 2/19, Josh Tongue 2/88) vs
England. Match to continue. 

REUTERS

Paris, June 28: The Tour de
France looks set to be a battle be-
tween defending champion Jonas
Vingegaard and two-time winner
Tadej Pogacar, but there is a
question mark over  the
Slovenian’s form while riders’
safety will be scrutinised after
the death of  Gino Mader.

Pogacar was enjoying a ster-
ling season, winning Paris-Nice
and the Tour of  Flanders, be-
fore breaking his wrist two
months ago, leaving the 2020 and
2021 Tour winner fighting to
make a full recovery before the
Grand Depart in Bilbao Saturday.

Pogacar’s UAE Emirates team
has been reinforced with the re-
cruitment of  Britain’s Adam
Yates and Felix Grossschartner
– two major additions for the
mountain stages.

If  the 24-year-old is back to
his best then the stage is set for
a potentially vintage battle with
Vingegaard. The Danish rider,
who will again be able to rely on
the formidable Jumbo Visma
team, won the Criterium du
Dauphine and will start as the
big favourite.

He and his team made Pogacar
crack last year in the ‘stage of  the

century’ a year after Vingegaard
took second place behind the
Slovenian.

Pogacar, however, has earned
the nickname ‘Baby Cannibal’ in
reference to Belgian great Eddy
Merckx and he will be out for re-
venge this year on a course that
favours mountain battles and
attacking riders.

Pogacar returned to compet-
itive racing in his national cham-
pionships earlier this month,
winning both the time trial and
road race titles, but the Tour is
a different affair altogether. He
is expected to throw everything
at Vingegaard as he did last year,
when he attacked on all terrains,
earning the support of  the
French crowds.

Descents played a substantial
part in last year’s Tour, with
Pogacar risking all to unsettle
Vingegaard in the descent from
the Col de Spandelles and
Britain’s Tom Pidcock going
down the Col du Galibier at
breakneck speed en route to the
stage win at L’Alpe d’Huez.

Both riders were at the limit,
showcasing rare talent but also
the dangers of  going down an as-
phalt road at 100kph wearing
lycra on tubeless tyres less than
3cm wide.

Swiss Gino Mader died ear-
lier this month after crashing
down a ravine in a descent at
the Tour de Suisse, raising more
questions about riders’ safety
and triggering calls for safety
nets in the most dangerous down-
hill sections. The topic will be dis-
cussed at the teams’ meeting
with organisers of  the Tour three
days before the start in Bilbao.

The race will hit the Pyrenees
after only five days with the first
summit finish in Cauteret on
Stage 6 after going up the pun-
ishing Col du Tourmalet, while
pure sprinters might have a
chance to shine the following
day in Bordeaux.

This is where Mark Cavendish
could break the all-time record for
stage wins on the Tour de France
that he currently shares with
Merckx after taking 34 victories.

Behind Vinge g aard and
Pogacar, the battle to finish on
the podium will rage on but none
of  those contenders could real-
istically expect to win the title.

Pogacar, Vingegaard 
set for thrilling third
act amid safety fears

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Wimbledon, June 28: Carlos
Alcaraz — not four-time de-
fending champion Novak
Djokovic — and Iga Swiatek
were seeded No.1 for Wimbledon
Wednesday, as expected, because
the All England Club adhered
to the ATP and WTA rankings.

Alcaraz overtook Djokovic
atop the men’s standings on
Monday. Djokovic has not played
since collecting his men’s-record
23rd Grand Slam title at the
French Open June 11 and slid to
No.2, while Alcaraz rose one
spot after winning a grass-court
tune-up tournament at Queen’s
Club Sunday.

Djokovic has won the cham-
pionship at Wimbledon each of
the past four times it was held —
and seven times overall — but he
did not benefit from a ranking
boost in 2022 because the ATP and
WTA withheld all points to
protest the All England Club’s de-
cision to ban players from Russia
and Belarus because of  the in-
vasion of  Ukraine.

Those athletes are allowed to

compete this year, and Russian
player Daniil Medvedev is seeded
No.3 in the men’s field, while
Belarusian Aryna Sabalenka is
No.2 in the women’s field.

The draw to set up the singles
brackets will be Friday. The tour-
nament begins Monday. Casper
Ruud is No.4 of  the 32 men’s
seeds, followed by Stefanos
Tsitsipas, Holger Rune, Jannik
Sinner, Taylor Fritz and Frances
Tiafoe. 

Swiatek has been ranked No.1

since April 2022 and owns four
Grand Slam titles, most recently
at the French Open. She has
never been past the fourth round
at Wimbledon.

Elena Rybakina, the 2022
women’s champion at the All
England Club, is No.3 among
the women’s 32 seeds, followed
by Jessica Pegula, Caroline
Garcia, Ons Jabeur, Coco Gauff,
Maria Sakkari, two-time cham-
pion Petra Kvitova and Barbora
Krejcikova.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Astana (Kazakhstan), June
28: Indian boxer Sumit con-
firmed a bronze medal for the
country  with  a  win over
Kazakhstan’s Bekzat Tangatar in
the 86kg category quarterfinal in
the Elorda Cup here Wednesday.
Sumit showcased his power and
precision to win 5-0.

Zoram Muana displayed su-
perior technique in the 51kg cat-
egory pre-quarterfinal to over-
come another Kazakhstan boxer
Daryan Kulzhabayev by a split
4-1 verdict. He will face Tokyo
Olympics bronze medallist Saken
Bibossinov of  Kazakhstan in
the quarterfinal Thursday.

In the other last-eight bouts,
Shivender Kaur (50kg) lost 1-4 to
Gulnar Tarapbay of  Kazakhstan,
Sonia Lather (57kg) went down 0-

5 against home team boxer
Grafeyeva Viktoriya, while
Poonam (60kg) fought hard but lost
by a 2-3 margin against Issayeva
Shakhnaz of  Kazakhstan.

Sanjay (80kg) faced a formi-
dable opponent in Khabibullaev
Turabek of  Uzbekistan and lost
his quarterfinal bout 0-5.

Four Indians will compete in
their respective quarterfinal
bouts, Thursday. Pukharam

Kishan Singh (54kg) will square
off  against Daulet Moldashev
of  Kazakhstan, while Ashish
Kumar (57kg) will take on
Sukthet Sarawut of  Thailand. 

Hemant Yadav (71kg) will go
head-to-head against Talgat
Shaikenov of  Kazakhstan. In
the women’s category, Shiksha
(54kg)  wil l  f ace  Zhaina
Shekerbekova of  Kazakhstan in
her last-eight bout.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, June 28: A draw
feel likes a defeat, but inspira-
tional Indian skipper Sunil
Chhetri is determined to main-
tain their unbeaten run intact,
a  splendid home run that
stretches to almost four years.

“To a large extent, we could do
exactly what we had trained for.
They are not an easy side. This
team can play, and we could see
that. But we matched their en-
ergy, and for most of  the time, I
think we did well, “said Chhetri.

“But the feeling that comes
to our mind is that of  a loss be-
cause we conceded at the last
moment,” he added. “Clean sheet
was one of  our targets, which
went out of  the window. All of  us
in the dressing room are a little
bit disheartened about that. Now,
it's the unbeaten run that we

want to keep as long as possible.”
India are unbeaten in all nine

matches played in 2023. At home,
the run stretches to almost four
years, with the last defeat com-

ing in Guwahati against Oman
in September 2019 in the FIFA
World Cup Qualifiers. Amidst all
the craziness in the drawn game
against Kuwait, there was a sil-

ver lining of  sorts as Chhetri hit
a new milestone with his 92nd in-
ternational goal – 23 of  those have
now come in the SAFF
Championship, making him the
joint top-scorer in the history of  the
competition alongside Maldives’ Ali
Ashfaq. For Chhetri, however, not
goals but trophies matter the most.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, June 28: Dhruv
Shorey steered North Zone’s (NOZ)
charge against North East Zone
(NEZ) with a composed century
(135, 211b, 22x4) on the first day of
the four-day Duleep Trophy quar-
terfinal at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium here Wednesday.

NOZ were 306/6 in 87 overs at
close after NEZ fielded by choice
in the morning. Nishant Sindhu
also contributed to the total with
an unbeaten 76 (113b, 9x4, 2x6).

MURASINGH SHINES
Pacer  Manisankar

Murasingh’s five-wicket haul
(5/42) fuelled East Zone’s (EAZ)
walk to command against Central
Zone (CEZ) on Day 1 of  their
Duleep Trophy quarterfinal here
at the Alur Grounds Wednesday.
CEZ were bundled out for 182. At
close of  day’s play, EAZ were
32/2 and in arrears by 150 runs.

Rinku Singh (38) was the top
scorer for CEZ, while Odisha
opener Shantanu Mishra (6) failed
to impress becoming one of  the
two EAZ wickets fall in the day.

Determined to maintain unbeaten run: Chhetri
I’m not trying to be
arrogant, but I don’t
take goals too
seriously. Once

when I’m done in a few years,
we can talk about it with a
nice burger and a beer. For
now, I really appreciate the
love that I get across the
whole country, especially
here as it is my home ground.
I try my best to give
whatever I have on the pitch
SUNIL CHHETRI

A brief disruption
LONDON: Two protesters from the
Just Stop Oil group ran onto the field
at Lords and briefly disrupted play
about five minutes after the start of
the second Ashes Test Wednesday.
The environmental activists tried to
spread orange powder on the field
but the England and Australia players
intervened. England wicketkeeper
Jonny Bairstow tackled one protester
and carried the person about 50
meters (yards) before leaving him in
the hands of security over the bound-
ary hoardings. England captain Ben
Stokes and Australia batter David
Warner corralled the other protester.
Some orange powder was released
but only on the grass, away from the
pitch. “Police have arrested three
people and taken them into custody,”
London’s Metropolitan Police said in a
statement. Bairstow went to the
England changing room to clean him-
self of some powder, Lord’s staff
quickly cleaned up what little orange
fell on the grass, and play resumed
about five minutes later. The activists
want the British government to stop
new fuel licensing and production.

Tadej Pogacar (L) and Jonas Vingegaard

COVID-19 relaxation
PARIS: Tour de France riders who
test positive for COVID-19 won’t
be automatically expelled from
the race, cycling’s governing body
said Wednesday. The International
Cycling Union said the health
risks linked to the coronavirus
“are currently extremely low in
the peloton" because of the
immunity induced by a very high
rate of vaccination, or previous
infections riders and staff
members might have contracted.
Health passes, vaccination
certificates or negative COVID-19
tests prior to participation in
competitions are no longer
required this season. If a rider or a
team member tests positive for
the virus, the decision to exclude,
or isolate them, will be taken
collectively by the team’s doctor,
the Tour de France coronavirus
coordinator and the UCI medical
director “on the basis of the
clinical elements available and
the results of the COVID-19 test”.

Alcaraz, Swiatek seeded No.1 

CARLOS ALCARAZ IGA SWIATEK

DULEEP TROPHY
Shorey ton props
NOZ, CEZ-EAZ tie
hangs in balance

DHRUV
SHOREY 

DATES MATCHES VENUES
Oct 5 ENG vs NZ Ahmedabad
Oct 6 PAK vs Q1 Hyderabad
Oct 7 BAN vs AFG Dharamsala
Oct 7 SA vs Q2 Delhi
Oct 8 IND vs AUS Chennai
Oct 9 NZ vs Q1 Hyderabad
Oct 10 ENG vs BAN Dharamsala
Oct 11 IND vs AFG Delhi
Oct 12 PAK vs Q2 Hyderabad
Oct 13 AUS vs SA Lucknow
Oct 14 ENG vs AFG Delhi
Oct 14 NZ vs BAN Chennai
Oct 15 IND vs PAK Ahmedabad
Oct 16 AUS vs Q2 Lucknow
Oct 17 SA vs Q1 Dharamsala
Oct 18 NZ vs AFG Chennai
Oct 19 IND vs BAN Pune
Oct 20 AUS vs PAK Bangalore
Oct 21 ENG vs SA Mumbai
Oct 21 Q1 vs Q2 Lucknow
Oct 22 IND vs NZ Dharamsala
Oct 23 PAK vs AFG Chennai
Oct 24 SA vs BAN Mumbai
Oct 25 AUS vs Q1 Delhi
Oct 26 ENG vs Q2 Bangalore
Oct 27 PAK vs SA Chennai
Oct 28 Q1 vs BAN Kolkata
Oct 28 AUS vs NZ Dharamsala
Oct 29 IND vs ENG Lucknow
Oct 30 AFG vs Q2 Pune
Oct 31 PAK vs BAN Kolkata
Nov 1 NZ vs SA Pune
Nov 2 IND vs Q2 Mumbai
Nov 3 Q1 vs AFG Lucknow
Nov 4 ENG vs AUS Ahmedabad
Nov 4 NZ vs PAK Bangalore
Nov 5 IND vs SA Kolkata
Nov 6 BAN vs Q2 Delhi
Nov 7 AUS vs AFG Mumbai
Nov 8 ENG vs Q1 Pune
Nov 9 NZ vs Q2 Bangalore
Nov 10 SA vs AFG Ahmedabad
Nov 11 IND vs Q1 Bangalore
Nov 12 ENG vs PAK Kolkata
Nov 12 AUS vs BAN Pune

Nov 15 SEMIFINAL 1 Mumbai

Nov 16 SEMIFINAL 2 Kolkata

Nov 19 FINAL Ahmedabad

ICC MEN’S WORLD CUP 2023
FIXTURES

Sumit assures bronze in Elorda Cup Biles returns to
compete, 1st time
since 2020 Games  
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Chicago, June 28: Simone Biles
is back. The gymnastics superstar
plans to return to competition
at the US Classic outside Chicago
in early August, her first event
since the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

USA Gymnastics announced
Wednesday that Biles, a seven-
time Olympic medalist and the
2016 Olympic champion, is part
of  the women’s field for the sin-
gle-day event set for August 5.

Biles has taken most of  the
last two years off  following her
eventful stay in Japan, where
her decision to remove herself
from multiple events to focus
on her mental health shifted the
focus from the games.

AUSTRALIA IN COMMAND AT LORD’S

2ND ASHES TEST
Day 2’s play

Time: 3:30 pm
Telecast: Sony Sports Network

Steve Smith plays a shot during
his unbeaten innings against
England, Wednesday
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