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Major fire at
govt medicine
godown in Bhub

GYAN RANJAN MOHAPATRA, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 9: A major
fire broke out at a government
medicine godown near
Mancheswar police station here
late Sunday night.

Fire personnel along with

three fire tenders reached the
}spot and were engaged in dous-
ing the fire.

The fire services department
was yet to ascertain the cause be-
hind the mishap. The godown
belongs to the Odisha State
Medical Corporation Limited
(OSMCL) where medical equip-

B Flash floods wash
away roads in hilly areas,
leaving people marooned,
while most rivers,
including the Yamuna in
Delhi, are in spate

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 9: Torrential
rains pounded several parts of
north India Sunday with 19 peo-
ple killed in landslides and other
rain-related incidents, while
most rivers, including the
Yamuna in Delhi, were in spate.
In cities and towns across the re-
gion, many roads and residential
areas were submerged in knee-
deep water with the civic system
unable to hold on in the face of
record rains.

Frightening images of the
chaos unleashed by the rains -
vehicles floating like paper boats
on inundated roads, muddy wa-
ters gushing into residential
areas, temples and other struc-
tures submerged on the banks by
swollen rivers and land cave-ins
-- were shared online by people
from Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Delhi, among
other places.

Heavy downpour warnings
have been issued for certain
areas of J&K, Ladakh and
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Swollen Beas River as monsoon rain continues in Kullu, Himachal Pradesh, Sunday.

from Kullu and Chamba dis-
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after a landslide hit a passenger
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Bahanaga Station

Bhubaneswar: The Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
team probing into the tragic triple
train accident at Bahanaga
Sunday summoned the Station
Master of Bahanaga Bazaar
railway station for questioning.
The Station Master has been
asked to appear before the CBI at
its office in Unit-VIll area, here.
The central agency had earlier
arrested senior section engineer
(signal) Arun Kumar Mahanta,
section engineer Mohammed
Amir Khan and technician Pappu
Kumar in the accident that
claimed 293 lives so far. They
were arrested Friday on the
charges of culpable homicide not
amounting to murder and
destruction of evidence.

Digvijaya booked
for Golwalkar post

Bhopal/Indore: The Indore police
have registered a case against
Congress veteran Digvijaya Singh
for allegedly sharing a
controversial post on former
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief MS Golwalkar on
social media, an official said
Sunday. Singh Saturday tweeted
a picture of a page carrying
several controversial comments
quoted to the former RSS head,
known as ‘Guruji’ among his
admirers. Golwalkar was quoted
as saying he would rather live
under the British rule than have
equal rights given to Dalits,

Master summoned
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

PM has called me the most corrupt
man. Seems we will soon have an
alliance with his party!

In three separate incidents of
landslides in Himachal, where
ared alert of extremely heavy
rains has been issued for 10 dis-
tricts, five people were Killed.

Three members of a family
were Killed in a house collapse
following a landslide in Shimla
district’s Kotgarh area, while
one death each was reported

ATS, IB,

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 9: The Anti
Terrorism Squad (ATS),
Maharashtra, Intelligence
Bureau, and the Special Task
Force (STF) of Odisha Police

jeep fell into the river amid a
landslide near Gular on the
Rishikesh-Badrinath National
Highway. In Kashipur area of
the state, two houses collapsed
killing a couple and injuring
their granddaughter, while in
Uttarkashi district's Barkot, a
policeman engaged in manag-
ing traffic on the Yamunotri

reached 243.2mm,
which is two per cent
above the normal of 239.1mm

against a normal of 125.5
per cent)

deficiency in south
India has reduced from
45 per cent to 23 per cent.

The IMD said an interaction between a western disturbance and monsoonal winds
is leading to an intense rainfall spell over northwest India, including Delhi which

experienced the season’s first ‘very heavy’ rainfall

National Highway died after
being hit by a boulder that rolled

STF grill man for

links with Pakistani intelligence

operatives, the officer said.
“Senior officers of the ATS, IB

and STF grilled Abhijeet on

OTP SHARING SCAM

will seek NIA help if needed,”
STF SP KK Panigrahi said.
Panigrahi said six persons
were arrested in this connection
and more arrests could be made.
The STF has taken Abhijeet on
afour-day remand from Saturday:

down a hill.
Two people were killed in J&K

ISI links

Freelancer at 'Chegg' in 2018.
Danish in fact introduced
Abhijeet to his friend Khurram
alias Abdul Hamid of Karachi.
Khurram is suspected to be a
senior Pakistan Army intelli-
gence officer having a big net-

reported in Uttar Pradesh
where a 10-year-old girl died
Sunday when a tree branch fell
on the tin shed of her house
in Kaushambi following rains.
In Muzaffarnagar, a woman
and her six-year-old daughter
were killed after the roof of
their house collapsed due to
heavy rain.

Eight country-made guns, 22 live
bullets, six mobile phones, a
motorcycle, a sword, a scooter, a
car and %1,20,850 in cash were
seized from them. Speaking at a
press conference, SP Mukesh
Kumar Bhamoo Sunday said that
the accused were arrested as
part of a special drive conducted
by the district police.

Pak’s fresh rider
for World Cup

AGENCIES

Karachi, July 9: Pakistan’s

WEATHER Sunday grilled Abhijeet Sanjay The grilling of Abhijeet is sig-  work of agents in India. Minister in Charge of Sports
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defence materials with ISI.

I am Indian now’: Pak woman who crossed border for love

B Seema and Sachin fell
in love in 2019 while

playing PUBG and
decided to live together in
India - all unknown to her

a visa via Nepal with her four
children, all aged below seven
years, while Sachin was put be-
hind bars for sheltering the illegal
immigrants.

“My husband is a Hindu, so I
am a Hindu. I feel I am an Indian

herself and her children, ac-
cording to police. In May she
reached Nepal via Dubai and
spent some time in the tourist city
of Pokhara in the Himalayan
nation. Then she took a bus for
Delhi from Kathmandu and

comes under my ministry, is that
if India demands to play their
Asia Cup games at a neutral
venue, we would also demand
the same for our World Cup
games in India,” Sports Minister
Ehsaan Mazari told Indian
Express.

The statement from Mazari
came just a day after Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
formed a committee over the na-
tion’s participation in the World
Cup, to be held in India this year.

“ My personal opinion,
since the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) comes

. now,” Seema told NDTV. reached Greater Noida May 13 The minister also targeted the P . .
husband Ghulam Hald?r Seema and Sachin had got in with her children where Sachin ~ BCCI saying India’s reluctance I"“ dd_er dmy mlgls:ry, IIS "t':t .'f
who was away in Saudi touch in 2019 while playing on- had made arrangements forher  to play cricket in Pakistan baf- : .'ac eémands to r ay f"l
Arabia for work line game PUBG and eventually to stay in a rented accommoda-  fles him. Sla Cup games at a neutra

grew closer to the extent that 5 , tion without disclosing her “India brings sports intopol- ~ Venue, we would also
they decided to live together in Rl B £ ; Pakistani identity, officials said. itics.Idon’t understand why the ~ demand the same for our
AGENCIES India -- all unknown to her hus- i e — e —— More than one-and-a-half-  Indian governmentdoesntwant ~ World Cup games in India
Seema Haider and Sachin Meena speak to media in Greater Noida, Sunday pripHoto

Noida, July 9: Their cross-bor-
der love story hit a dead-end after
they were arrested and put in
jail, but India’s Sachin Meena
and Pakistan’s Seema Haider are
set for a new turn as they walked
out of prison on getting bail.
Seema was arrested July 4 for
illegally entering India without

band Ghulam Haider who was
away in Saudi Arabia for work.

In avideo message from Saudi
Arabia, Ghulam Haider urged
the Indian government to help
him reunite with his wife. He said
it was through the Indian media
that he got to know that his wife
and children are in Greater Noida.
However, Seema told reporters

that she did not wish to go back
to Ghulam Haider and claimed
threat to her life if shereturnsto
their native place in Pakistan, cit-
ing stringent local laws.

In March this year, Sachin
and Seema met in Kathmandu
where they stayed together for
seven days and got secretly mar-

ried, according to police and ad-
vocate Parashar.

Later, she went back to
Pakistan and Sachin returned to
India. Back home, Seema, who
claimed discord with her hus-
band, sold a plot for Pakistani ru-
pees 12 lakh, arranged for fight
tickets and visa for Nepal for

month later, local police got a
whiff of a Pakistani woman and
her children’s illegal presence in
their area. Sachin, Seema and her
children tried to evade police
arrest and fled, but were caught
in Ballabhgarh in Haryana.
Police then questioned them and
officially arrested them July 4,
the officials said.

to send their cricket team here.
Some time back a huge baseball
contingent from India was in
Islamabad to play. There was
also the bridge team that had
travelled to Pakistan. There were
around 60-plus people, I was the
chief guest of the event. They
won here and left. Pakistan’s
football, hockey and chess teams

EHSAAN MAZARI |

PAKISTAN SPORTS MINISTER
O

~

V

also travel to India," he said.
The International Cricket
Council had recently sent a ‘re-

£
C

minder’ to Pakistan about the

agreement the PCB had signed
over its participation in the ODI
World Cup in India.
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ATWELL BREAKS SILENCE ON HER
ROMANCE RUMOURS WITH CRUISE

Actress Hayley Atwell addressed rumors of a
romance with Tom Cruise, her MI 7 co-star,
dispelling speculation about their off-screen
connection during filming. The romance rumors
during the latest installment of the franchise

BRITNEY TO COLLABORATE
WITH RAPPER WILL.I.AM

Singer Britney Spears has reunited with fellow
superstar Will.i.am to make a brand new song, after
their last chart topping collaboration. The 41-year-old
pop sensation and the 48-year-old Black Eyed Peas star
have recorded a top-secret song and the pair are all set
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were unfounded, reports Mirror.co.uk.
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B ARIES

you may not really feel lone- ii '

Today even if you are alone,
ly. You will desire to listen to
your inner self, so that you can express

yourself more imaginatively. Ganesha says

spend the evening with your beloved who
can listen to your voice in your silence also.

B TAURUS

This all matters are likely to (K
revolve around the opposite =

sex. Women are going to

feature prominently and significantly in
everything that you do. So says Ganesha.
That is good. But you will be inclined to
be lazy and laid back and may thus
reduce the effect and impact of efforts.

H GEMINI

You need to pay more atten-
tion to yourself today. Your
kind and generous nature
means you often think about others
rather than about yourself. Now is the
time to pay attention to your own needs.
You need to spend more time with your
family and friends as well, says Ganesha.

H CANCER

You will secure your place
with hard work in your job
or business. Ties with part-
ners will improve. Closeness with spouse
isindicated. Melody and joy will mark
domestic bliss. You will spend the
evening with your beloved. Ganesha's
blessings are with you.

BLEO

The pressure at work will be
high. Some person may try
to tempt you with lucrative
} offers to go against your principles.

‘ However, you will be able to resist the
lure of easy money. Your health may suf-
fer today, so be on guard, says Ganesha.

.......................................

H VIRGO
You will stay calm and a‘
steady today, and there is d A
4

hardly anything that can

disturb your peace of mind. Your fam-
ily and friends will back you fully and
motivate you to overcome hurdles.
You will work with devotion, says
Ganesha. You may ask for work that
others may find very difficult to do.

HLIBRA r 1
Ganesha says people will

} try to take advantage of ‘k ‘k
your amiable nature and

disposition. Small issues will crop up
today making your nature a little
tensed and enhance your anger too.
You will be inspired to take chances in
monetary matters. Ganesha says you
need to keep your mind steady and
regain your lost charm soon.

l SCORPIO

Your imagination runs wild

today. Though you do not

travel geographically, your

mind travels beyond boundaries. Think
and act according to your will, advises
Ganesha. However, practice caution
before taking any major step.

Il SAGITTARIUS [
Your will be loaded with -
responsibilities at work
today, fore sees Ganesha. -
But, you are pro challenges and will take it
up sportingly. On personal front, the list of
your friends is likely to get longer. Al in all,
Ganesha sees you in an active avatar today.

Il CAPRICORN

Don't let your emotions play
a spoilsport while deciding
about the future. Think
practically, otherwise, your expecta-
tions and reality will not be on the same
boat, guides Ganesha. Friendly and sup-
portive, today you will spread happiness
and win the love of one and all.
Whenever you get confused about
which path to take, take advice from the
experienced people around you.

B AQUARIUS

Set any target, take up any
activity or accept any chal-
lenge; you will succeed in
any of them with flying colours, foresees
Ganesha. Your well-wishers will shower
praises upon your for those hard earned
achievements. Friends are like family to
you, take them out and have a gala time
before another busy day begins.

M PISCES ’
While singles are likely to
closeness in their relationship. Your atti-
career, and the fruits of this transforma-

You will be busy with

romance throughout the day.

find the person of their dreams, those

who are married will establish a new

tude towards work will begin to change.
} You will become more serious about your

tion will be reaped by you shortly in the

near future, says Ganesha.

B @ @ '\ Mumbai: Actress Ameesha Patel is all
Ty v set to make her big screen comeback
alongside Sunny Deol with Gadar 2 re-
cently made a shocking remark about

- the OTT medium, which has sparked con-
troversy to which Uorfi Javed reacted to the
actor’s words criticising heras a bitter per-
t son

([ >

Ameesha has recently made
headlines for accusing Anil
Sharma’s production house
of mismanagement
during the filming of
Gadar 2. Now, she is
o facing criticism for
b her negative opinion
W on the OTT medium.
Recently talking to
' media, the Race 2 actress
said, “OTT is full of ho-
¥ mosexuality, gay-les-
# bianism... Scenes where
you have to cover your kids’
eyes or actually put a child
lock on your television so they
can’t access those platforms.
It’s not something you want
your Kkids to watch.”
Uorfi took to her

shared a clip of Ameesha’s
controversial remark and
took a brutal dig at her.
4 She wrote, “What is actu-
¢ ally gayism, lesbianism?
Keep your children away
from it? So when she said
‘kaho na Pyar hai’ she
meant only straight peo-
ple. Public figures speak-
ing without educating them-
selves on such sensitive
topics really irks me! Not
getting work for 25 years has
made her into a very bitter
person.”
AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actor Ishaan eachencounter.Ican’t arro-

DIG AT AMEESHA

Kangana goes all

praise for Sharmila

full fledged role.

Kangana’s post.

to release it later this month, reports Thesun.co.uk.
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Kajol faces flak for her
two cents on politicos

Mumbai: Actress Kajol recently
comment about Indian political
leaders lacking education caused
disappointment and backlash
on social media, drawing criti-
cism from both the public and
politicians.

In arecent inter-
view, the Dil-
wale actress
told media,
“Change,
especially JSF
in a coun- [
try like
India, is
slow. It is
very very

“You have political leaders
who do not have an educational
system background. I'm sorry but
I'm going to go out and say that.
I'm being ruled by leaders, so
many of them, who do not have
that viewpoint, which I think
education does give you, at least
the chance to look out for a
different viewpoint,” she
added.

Reacting to her
words, a user wrote
. on Twitter; “Kajol her-
4 self is a school
L dropout after class

& 8th.” “Shelacks ed-

4 ucation but isn’t

F!’//;‘ v |
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slow. 4 leading the nation.
Mumbai: Actress Kangana Ranaut showered praises Because 4\ She focuses on her
on Padma Bhushan and National award winning thes- we are )\ personal life and
pian, Sharmila Tagore for her performance in the steeped in our avoids deceitful
streaming family drama Gulmohar, and termed her traditions a4 _ Dromises
craft as ‘elegant’ like the ‘warmth of winter sun’. and steeped made by
In an Instagram story, Kangana shared a smiling in our unedu-
picture of Sharmila and penned, “On a different thought cated
note, I recently saw a lovely film Guimohar, 1 was be- processes £ politi
yond delighted to see veteran super star Sharmilaji and, of cians.
back on screen... her screen presence, voice modu- course, it . Don’t tar-
lation, nuances in her performance was like the has to do 4 nish her
warmth of winter sun... so beautiful and elegant.” with ed- image,”
The Bollywood diva known for her role in Gangster, uca- yet an-
further expressed her desire to see one of the Hindi tion.” other one
cinema’s finest actresses, Waheeda Rehman in a user came
out in her
“Now hoping to see Waheeda ji in a full fledged role support.
soon... come on everyone let’s manifest this,” read The
actor
Gulmohar stared Sharmila Tagore, Manoj Bajpayee, also is-
Simran, Suraj Sharma, Amol Palekar, and Kaveri Seth. sued a
On the work front, Kangana has Emergency and B - state-
Tejas. IANS ' ment clar-
=" ifying her remark. -

Khatter acknowledges that
he is affected by the box-office
results of his films but does-
n’t let it bring him down in-
stead he is focusing on im-
proving and taking on new
projects, including his
Hollywood debut.

The Phone Bhoot actor said,
“Crafting a narrative requires
great commitment and de-
termination, fueled by the
longing for it to come alive and
engage a wide range of peo-
ple. Yet life is full of ups and
downs. Embracing both suc-
cesses and failures, I aim to
handle them gracefully, con-
stantly improving through

gantly assert that my film se-
lections have made me a su-
perior actor; that judgment
lies with the audience.
Nonetheless, I have consis-
tently strived to resume where
Ileft off and evolve with each
new endeavor.”

“The language of cinema
has always been universal
but there has never been such
a strong foundation and ini-
tiative for crossover work as
there is now and the first step
is exchange of talent,” he
says, stressing on the grow-
ing recognition for Indian
talent in the West.

The actor adds, “While ac-

knowledging the significance,

I believe the recognition does-

n’t solely impact Indian ac-

tors; it affects the entire film
industry. I'm delighted for ;
Guneet Monga, whom I've " i
known for years and is gen- ‘
uinely compassionate.
Additionally, RRR’s global
triumph has been widespread
and enjoyed universally.”

AGENCIES
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| CALVIN AND HOBBES

THERE'S SOMETHING MAGICAL
ABOUT HANING A FIRE.

THE CRACKLES AND SKAPS, |
THE WARM, FLICKERING LIGHT.. i
+ EVERITHING ALNAYS SEEMS
| GAFE AND Cozy IF YOURE

AND IF YoUE GOT A
HOT TIGER TuMMY TO

She tweeted, “I was
' merely making a
“ point about educa-
* tion and its im-
. portance. My in-
.\ tention was not
~ to demean any
political lead-
. ers, we have
some great
leaders
who are
guiding
the

SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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downtown

INSYNC

Artistes perform during a cultural
event organised by Learn Geeta at
Rail Auditorium in
Chandrasekharpur area of
Bhubaneswar, Sunday

Complaints not resolved within 30 days or not resolved satisfactorily
by Banks/NBFCs/Credit Information Companies/Payment System
Participants regulated by RBI, can be lodged with the RBI Ombudsman

Reserve Bank - Integrated Ombudsman Scheme
Single window for resolution of complaints against RBI regulated entities

@) Call 14448 for more information.  Visit https://cms.rbi.org.in to lodge a cnmplaint)

For more details, visit https://rbikehtahai.rbi.org.in/
For feedback, write to rbikehtahai@rbi.org.in

KANDHAMAL MIGRANT’S HANDS CHOPPED OFF

NCST notice on Chief Secy, DGP

GYAN RANJAN MOHAPATRA, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 9: The
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST) has
served notices on the Chief
Secretary, Director General of
Police (DGP) and Railway
Protection Force (RPF) Director
General (DG), seeking action
taken report (ATR) in connection
. with brutalities inflicted upon a
)~ 22-year-old migrant worker from
Kandhamal.

The commission’s move came
in response to a petition filed
by rights activist and Supreme
Court lawyer Radhakanta
Tripathy who sought justice for
Angad Mallick, a resident of
Dahalapadi Sahi in Baliguda
Notified Area Council (NAC) in
Kandhamal, whose hands were
allegedly chopped off by mis-
creants in Mumbai while he was
on way to Gujarat in search of
work.

The NCST has directed the
Chief Secretary, DGP and RPF
\ DGto investigate the barbaric in-

1.1 KG BROWN
SUGAR SEIZED

GYAN RANJAN MOHAPATRA, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 9: The
Special Task Force (STF) of the
state Crime Branch Sunday
claimed to have arrested a drug
peddler from Simar-Banki Road
near Ostapur village in Khurda
district after recovering over 1
kg brown sugar worth over Rs 1
crore from his possession.
Based on intelligence input, a
team of STF and Khurda police
carried out a raid on Simar-
Banki Road near Ostapur vil-
lage July 8 evening and arrested
Suresh Kumar Mohapatra of
Podadiha village under
Baghmari police limits of the
district, STF sources said, Sunday.

Based on intelligence input, a
team of STF and Khurda police
carried out a raid on Simar-Banki
Road near Ostapur village July 8
evening and arrested Suresh
Kumar Mohapatra of Podadiha
village under Baghmari police
limits of the district

“During the search, brown
sugar weighing 1,100 gram, a
motorcycle and other incrimi-
nating materials were recovered
from his possession,” they said,
adding that Mohapatra will be
forwarded to the District and
Sessions-cum-Special Judge
Court in Khurda.

In this connection, a case
under Sections 21(c)/29 of NDPS
Act, 1985 has been registered
and a probe is on.

Since 2020, STF has seized
more than 70 kg of brown sugar,
202 gram of cocaine, more than
} 113 quintals of ganja, 750 gram
opium and has arrested more
than 170 drug peddlers.

AL CMMSSONEOR SCHEDULED TR

cident and file ATR in its con-
nection within 15 days.

In case, the commission does
not receive reply within the stip-
ulated time, it may exercise the
powers of Civil Courts conferred
on it under Article 338-A of
Constitution and issue summons
for appearance in person or by
a representative before it, the
NCST order read.

The incident came to the fore
after Mallick returned home

i HANDS OF
i ANGAD MALLICK,
22, A RESIDENT

i OF DAHALAPADI
SAHI IN
i BALIGUDA NAC

| i OF KANDHAMAL,
i WERE CHOPPED
: OFF BY

__ P MISCREANTS IN

{ MUMBAI WHILE
¢ HE WAS ON WAY
i TO GUJARATIN
SEARCH OF
WORK

with severed hands June 30, 2023.

Sources said Rabi Sahani of
Bhagmunda village offered work
to Mallick in Gujarat and even
paid an advance of Rs 8,000 to
him.

Mallick left home without in-
forming his family members
and boarded a Mumbai-bound
train with Rabi April 27. After
alighting at a railway station in
Mumbai, Rabi was busy at-
tending a phone call when mis-

ant] HIMER

HOLY SHRAVAN: Kanwarias throng Gadagadia Ghat of Mahanadi in Cuttack, Sunday

creants assaulted Mallick leav-
ing him unconscious.

The Mumbai GRP found
Mallick in a critical condition and
admitted him to a nearby hos-
pital. After regaining con-
sciousness, he was shocked to
find his hands chopped off from
the elbow. Later, the 22-year-old
was sent to an ashram in
Gujarat’s Kutch.

Back home, Mallick’s family
lodged a missing complaint with
the Baliguda police April 29.

After learning Mallick’s de-
tails like his house address June
22, the ashram authorities in-
formed Baliguda police about
the 22-year-old’s plight.

Soon after, Mallick’s family
reached Gujarat and brought
him back to Odisha June 30.

Sources said the Baliguda po-
lice has contacted the Mumbai
GRP for details of the case reg-
istered by them. Police have also
interrogated Rabi. The
Kandhamal administration has
asked the Labour department
to investigate the incident.

PIC: RAJKISHORE MOHANTY
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CUTTACK TECHIES
LOSE %43 LAKH

AGENCIES

Cuttack, July 9: Two IT pro-
fessionals of the Silver City al-
legedly fell prey to cyber scam-
sters as they lost Rs 43 lakh in
Bitcoin fraud.

The victims, residents of CDA
and Purighat areas here, have
lodged separate complaints with
the Cyber police in this regard.

“Two separate cases have been
registered and further investi-
gation is underway,” said Anil
Mishra, Additional DCPE, Cuttack.

Two months ago, the victims
had received messages on
WhatsApp from unknown num-
ber while they were asked to re-
view a hotel and get paid in re-
turn, sources said.

As they agreed to the offer; the
two were then asked to join a
group on Telegram app. After
completing several tasks as-
signed in the group, they were
initially paid by the fraudsters.

Later, the victims were told to
complete 24 tasks. However, the
scamsters this time asked them
to pay money in advance towards
allotment of tasks. Though the
victims carried out the tasks,
they did not get back their money.

Lisa, state’s first
Al news anchor

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 9: In a first
in Odisha, a private news chan-
nel launched its virtual news
anchor created by using artifi-
cial intelligence (AI)
here, Sunday.

An artificial
woman clad in
Odisha’s handloom
saree will present
news both in Odia
and English for
OTV network’s tel-
evision and digital
platforms, a com-
pany official said.

OTYV is gifting
Odia television journalism its first
Artificial Intelligence (AI) news an-
chor, Lisa, the official said.

Though Lisa can speak in
many languages, for the time
being, she will only present news
in Odia and English for the net-
work’s television and digital
platforms.

Efforts are underway to make
Lisa more proficient in Odia in
the coming days. You can find and

=

follow Lisa on all the prominent
social media platforms like
Instagram, Facebook, among
others, the official added.

Addressing media, OTV’s man-
aging director Jagi Mangat Panda
said there was a
time when com-
puter used to be an
astonishing thing.
“But the time has
changed.
Nowadays, people
are spending more
time on internet.
Therefore, keeping
pace with the time,
OTYV has set an-
other milestone by
introducing Odisha’s first Al
news anchor (Lisa).”

She said the use of Al hasjust
begun in television broadcasting
and for that reason AI news an-
chor Lisa is all set to create many
new milestones.

“Lisa is the first Al anchor in
the free-to-air regional televi-
sion broadcasting arena.
Similarly, Lisa is also the first
Odia news anchor,” she added.

RATNA BHANDAR ISSUE GATHERS STEAM AS POLLS NEAR

INDO-ASIAN NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 9: Ratna
Bhandar, the treasure trove of
Srimandir, continues to remain
amystery for the people. There
is doubt whether the Lord’s or-
naments are intact inside or
have gone missing over the pe-
riod of time. With the state
Assembly and Lok Sabha polls
approaching nearer, the BJP has
again brought to the forefront the
issue of the reopening of Ratna
Bhandar.

According to a statement by
the state government in the
Assembly, Ratna Bhandar was
last opened in 1985 but the latest
inventories of the valuables were
made in 1978.

Until 1985, nobody had seen the
inner chamber of the Ratna
Bhandar, which was divided into
two parts. The outer chamber
is regularly opened and orna-

ments are taken out by the servi-
tors on festivals.

Following an order of the
Orissa High Court, there was
an attempt to open the inner
chamber April 4, 2018. But it
could not be opened as the tem-
ple administration could not
find the keys. The officials, servi-
tors and experts, who went inside
the Ratna Bhandar, had to re-
turn from the outer chamber.

But the administration did
not make it public that the keys
were missing until the matter
was raised in the managing com-
mittee meeting two days after
the attempt.

Interestingly, after some days,
following a hue and cry, all of a
sudden the Puri district ad-
ministration claimed that a du-
plicate key was available. Where
did the duplicate come from and
where has the original key gone?
These questions created confu-

sion among the Lord’s devotees.

Later, Justice Raghubir Das
Inquiry Commission on Ratna
Bhandar was set up and Justice
Das submitted the final report to
the state government November,
2018. The commission report
has not yet been placed in the
Assembly.

With this in the background,
there has been a demand for
reopening Ratna Bhandar for
along time. During his visit to
Odisha in December last year,
BJP national president JP |
Nadda had raised the issue 1
and targeted the state gov- 4
ernment. He had asked about
the missing keys. The BJP
chief had also
alleged that
the state gov-
ernment had
failed to pro-
tect the valu-
ablegemsand _

assets of Lord
Jagannath.

On different occa-
sions, the saffron party
has demanded for re-
opening of Ratna
Bhandar, which is

_alsoreportedly in
el 7ge+ need of repairs.
Eaii=2l. Notonly the BJP,

several opposi-
tion parties, in-
cluding the
Congress,
Gajapati

Dibyasingha Deb and many sen-
ior servitors of Puri temple have
also urged the state government
to reopen the treasure trove to
undertake repairing work and
take inventory of the valuables.

Chhattisgarh Governor
Biswabhusan Harichandan has
also demanded for reopening.
However, the state government
has not paid any heed to the de-
mand.

The BJP has recently knocked
at the doors of the Orissa High
Court. Admitting a petition filed
by former BJP state president
Samir Mohanty, the HC July 5
served notices on four persons
about opening of Ratna Bhandar.
“Though 45 years have
. passed, the government has

4 not reopened the Ratna

“#» Bhandar. When the Puri
s king and Lord
Jagannath’s devo-
s tees across the

world are waiting to know
whether the valuables of Lord
Jagannath are safe or not. The
government is in deep sleep,”
alleged Mohanty.

The BJP leader said he has
moved the HC and the court has
taken it seriously. The next hear-
ing is set for August 7.

When asked about the re-
opening, Law Minister
Jagannath Saraka said, “We do
not know whether the keys have
gone missing or not. The matter
is now before the HC. The state
government will take necessary
steps after examining different

aspects as per the directive of -

the court.”

In 2021, then Law Minister
Pratap Jena informed Assembly
that the Ratna Bhandar was
opened in 1978. At that time, it

£
C
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had more than 12,831 ‘bhari’ of —

gold and 22,153 ‘bhari’ of silver
(one bhari equals 11.66 grams).
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Heavy rain likely
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IMD has forecasted light

to moderate rain or
thundershower at many
places in the state Monday.
Heavy rainfall warnings have
been issued for districts like
Malkangiri, Koraput,
Nabarangapur, Bargarh,
Jharsuguda, Sambalpur and
Sundargarh

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 9: During
the next 24 hours, seven districts
of Odisha are very likely to wit-
ness heavy rainfall. The Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has issued a yellow warn-
ing for the seven districts namely
Sundargarh, Jharsuguda,
Deogarh, Sambalpur, Angul,
Dhenkanal, and Keonjhar.
Similarly, Jharsuguda,
Sundargarh, Sambalpur,
Keonjhar, Angul, Dhenkanal,
Bargarh, and Deogarh districts
are likely to see heavy rainfall on
July 10 and 11, the IMD stated.
“Light to moderate rain or
thundershower very likely to
occur at many places over the
districts of North Coastal

Uncertainty looms over
functioning of Oclia Univ

Bhubaneswar: With the
construction work of the campus
of the Odia University at
Satyabadi still going on even after
four years of laying foundation
stone, the students are at a
crossroads. Even though the
construction work has not been
completed, nor has vice-
chancellor, registrar, comptroller
of finance been appointed, the
Higher Education department has
decided to start classes from this
}education year. Since the campus
~ is yet to be ready, the department
has planned to start classes at the
administrative building of the
adjacent Utkalmani Gopabandhu
College. But the uncertainty
regarding when the classes will
start is haunting students. Earlier,
it was decided that the entrance
examination of the Odia University
will be conducted simultaneously
with the Common PG Entrance.
The department in a letter
directed the concerned authority
to end the admission process by
June and inaugurate the
University by July. Surprisingly,
though the Common PG Entrance
is already over, the entrance
examination of the Odia University
couldn’t be held. Now, it has been
decided that PG Entrance will
once again be conducted only for
the Odia University.

CLASSIFIED

I, Sunita Choudhury (38)
yr., W/o- Harikrushna
Choudhury, Vill-
Bipulingi, P.S.- Chatrapur,
Ganjam on dated
03.07.2023 while I am
travelling from Chatrapur
to Bipulingi I lost my bag
which bearing my Sale
Deed Registration ID
No.571802789, Registration
document No.- 10571802727
/ 01.08.2018 and area 0.450
DC. Anybody found may
contact above address or
Police Station, Chatrapur,
Ganjam.

in7 districts: IMD

Odisha, Jharsuguda,
Sundargarh, Mayurbhanj,
Keonjhar, Deogarh, Angul,
Dhenkanal, Boudh, Khurda,
Nayagarh and at a few places
over the rest districts of Odisha,”
the IMD stated.

Similarly, the Capital City is
very likely to have a partly cloudy
sky with one or two spells of
rain / thundershower. The max-
imum and minimum tempera-
ture is very likely to be around
36 degrees and 27 degrees Celcius
respectively in Bhubaneswar,
the IMD forecast read.

IMD has forecasted light to
moderate rain or thundershower
at many places over the districts
of the state Monday. Heavy rain-
fall warnings have been issued
for districts like Malkangiri,
Koraput, Nabarangapur,
Bargarh, Jharsuguda,
Sambalpur and Sundargarh.

Similarly, light to moderate
rain with thundershower is
likely to occur Tuesday at most
places over the districts of south
interior Odisha and at many
places over the rest districts.
IMD has issued heavy rainfall
alert at one or two places over
the districts of Malkangiri,
Koraput, Nabarangapur,
Rayagada, Gajapati, Angul,
Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj.

BUDDING TALENTS: Children drawing sketches at a competition organised by Shishu Samachara in Puri, Sunday

City sees uptick in
conjunctivitis cases

SMRUTI REKHA BARIK, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 9: In less
than two weeks, cases of con-
junctivitis have grown in vari-
ous localities in the City. With the
cases surging manifold and the
state government issuing guide-
lines for this communicable dis-
ease, the vendors have shared
their helplessness towards it.
The schools and offices have
asked the students and the em-
ployees to stay at home to prevent
contamination of virus.

Conjunctivitis or pink eye is
the inflammation or infection
of the transparent membrane
that lines the eyelid and eyeball.

Several hospitals are regis-
tering more than 20 cases of con-
junctivitis daily. “Weather is a
player here, and this environ-
ment is suitable for the microbes
to sustain. We witness cases
every year but it is higher than
usual this year, said Lopa, an
ophthalmologist in a private
hospital.

When asked about the trans-
mission of virus through the
vendors, she said, “They are
doing their job and it is un-
avoidable. All we can do is avail
medical camps and provide them
eye drops and let them do their
work. On our part, we should
maintain as much sanitation
that is required and wash the
vegetables and fruits to avoid the
contagious virus to pass.”

Speaking about the rising
cases in the city, Capital Hospital
Director Laxmidhar Sahoo said,
“It is a seasonal disease and
happens every year, but reports
show huge numbers of cases
being reported this year.

Since it is caused by a virus
which doesn’t have a medicine
we advice people to use eye
drops to prevent further bac-
terial infection. This usually
subsides within 5 to 7 days, till
then people should avoid
contact.”

ARTISTIC VISION: Guests including Dharitri and Orissa POST Editor Tathagata Satpathy, artist Rohit Kale, Director of the Belgadia Palace and Mayurbhanj
Foundation, Rashmi Rajya Laxmi Bhanj Deo, Chairperson of IPCA managing committee Panchami Manoo Ukil attending the open day of The Belgadia

Palace X BEADS Residency programme to explore contemporary art and craft in the state at Press Club of Odisha in Bhubaneswar, Sunday

OP PHOTO

Art gives opportunity to learn something new’

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 9: An
‘artist in residency’ programme
was organised by the Belgadia
Palace and ‘Bhubaneswar
Experimental Art and Design
Studio’ (BEADS) at Press Club
of Odisha, Sunday. An exhi-
bition of art was put on display
on this occasion.

Joining as the chief guest,
Tathagata Satpathy, Editor of
Orissa POST and Dharitri, said
that art gives opportunity to
learn something new and such
exhibition helps in learning

OP PHOTO

new things.

Normally, we think of Sabai
grass, which is found widely in
Mayurbhanj, being used only
for making Sabai rope, but it
can also be used for other
things. We must promote art in
Odisha and such events and
collaborations are good ways
of doing so, he added.

The Belgadia Place and
Mayurbhnj Foundation direc-
tor Rashmi Rajyalakshmi
Bhanjdeo said, “The Belgadia
Palace in Baripada stands as
atestament to the region’s ar-
chitectural grandeur and cul-

tural heritage.

The Mayurbhanj
Foundation, the philanthropic
arm of the palace, is dedicated
to preserving this heritage and
promoting sustainable devel-
opment in the region, she
added.

The residency programme of-
fers exceptional opportunities
for contemporary artists to
nurture their creativity, ex-
pand artistic vision and fos-
ter meaningful collaborations.

Rohit Kale, an artist-in res-
idence, with a background in
research-based contemporary

fine arts and an MFA from
Nottingham Trent University,
brings a fresh perspective to the
programme. He has developed
an artistic response that seam-
lessly integrates craft prac-
tices, resulting in inclusive
and thought-provoking works
of art.

Julius Das, the curator of
the residency programme, said,
"Our goal is to regenerate cre-
ative processes, explore new
ideas and foster collaborations.
We firmly believe that craft
clusters hold immense poten-
tial to inspire future ventures.”
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Higher Education dept to have
dedicated pension cell: Nayak

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 9: The de-
partment of Higher Education
will be having a dedicated
Pension Cell and must maintain
integrity and transparency in
adherence with the 5T gover-
nance of the government,
Minister Atanu Sabyasachi
Nayak instructed the depart-
ment officials following a re-
view at Lok Seva Bhawan
Saturday.

Nayak reviewed various ac-
tivities of the department for
more than two hours. A dedi-
cated pension cell should start
functioning immediately and
the employees must receive their
pension on the very day of re-
tirement. All the pending pension
cases must be cleared up within
a specific timeline, he directed.

| P

“All out efforts should be made
to fill up the vacancies of teach-
ing and non-teaching staff in
the colleges. He impressed upon
the officers to create a database
of all the faculty of the gov-
ernment-aided /GIA colleges
through software so that the va-
cancy can be monitored and ra-
tionalised,” the Minister stated.

He also reviewed the status of
RUSA and World Bank funding,
Student scholarships among
others things. A detailed dis-
cussion was made on further

improvement in the standard
of higher education and the de-
velopment of educational in-
stitutions in the state.

He stressed on proper utili-
sation of the provision/allot-
ment of funds in different heads
in due time and directed the of-
ficials to take measures to

achieve higher NAAC ranking -

and participation in National
Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF).

While advising the officers of
the department to maintain ab-
solute integrity and trans-
parency, Nayak warned for any
deviation to this will not be tol-
erated. He asked the depart-
ment’s Secretary Aravind
Agrawal to personally review
the funds pending in various
colleges and ensure its early
utilisation.

What to eat, consumers ask as markets pose grim picture

SMRUTI REKHA BARIK, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 9: The sit-
uation in the vegetable markets
in many parts of the state wears
a gloomy look as vendors des-
perately wait for consumers to
turn up and buy their stock.
But unfortunately; the consumers
are not in a position to help as
they are also hit hard by the
soaring vegetable prices. Be it
tomatoes, green chillies or lemon,
the prices of almost every veg-
etable have skyrocketed in the
past one week.

The bad weather, as a result
of rainy season, is being at-
tributed for the price hike in
the food market. Also, the ve-
hicles carrying vegetables from
neighbouring states are getting
stranded midway on account of
the onset of monsoon. The low
yield of crop this year is one of
the major reasons for rise in
price of commodities including
vegetables.

Buyers come to ask the rates

and take a turn, some purchase
low-priced vegetables and some
just don’t as if it is the vendors
who are deciding the prices,
said a trader.

It is like we are being pun-
ished because of the bad yield
this year. I request all the buy-
ers to purchase from us, after all
this is our means of sustenance,
she added.

Dalma, being the staple diet for
most of the government schools
in the state, is being provided to
the students without vegetables.
This, in turn, has peeved the
students. They complain they
are intentionally not given veg-
etables.

Denying the students’ claim,
a teacher from the school said,
“We are providing all the raw
vegetables, just the quantity per
serving has reduced a little bit
owing to the rise in prices”

Speaking on the issue, a mem-
ber of a SHG group said, “The
funds allocated for everyday
meals are not sufficient now

SOARING VEGETABLE PRICES

etables in front of the residence of

Agriculture & Farmers’ Empowerment Minister Ranendra Pratap Swain to
protest government apathy towards skyrocketing vegetable prices in
Bhubaneswar, Sunday op photo

when the prices of vegetables are
skyrocketing. We cannot quit

providing food to the students
who are dependent on the meals

hence we have already taken
groceries and vegetables in
credit. We expect the kind at-
tention of the government to-
wards this major issue.”

The SHG women who work
for an Aahar Kendra said, “It has
become difficult for us to make
aprofit from the funds allotted,
not that we are not putting veg-
etables in dalma.

We are providing the best we
can, but serving dalma and rice
at Rs 5 is pretty difficult now,

The prices of vegetables are
sky high, first time in the last 4-
5years. Serving a vegetable thali
is more expensive than plating
a non vegetarian thali these
days.

The problem is that the gov-
ernment itself is unsure by
when the prices will drop, hence
we are indecisive of increasing
our rates, said an owner of a
restaurant in the City.

Shalima Roy, who runs a cloud
kitchen in Bhubaneswar, said,
“Without getting any clue from

the government about when the
prices shall fall, it is becoming
really difficult to manage the
canteen with 100 student sub-
scriptions.”

The prices of meals are pre-
decided and now if we put a
hike in rates of meals, we will
lose the subscribers who take
food on a daily basis, she added.

Every year we observe a slight
rise in vegetable prices around
this time of the year because
of changes in weather.

With the import of vegeta-
bles from different states a bal-
ance is created in the market.

Now that the imports are at
a pause, the prices in the mar-
ket are surging and it might
stretch for one month, says
Gayadhar Swain, member of
Vegetables Traders’ Association,
Bhubaneswar.

An improvement in the situ-
ation will be observed very soon
as an attempt is being made to
bring local vegetables back to the
market, added Swain.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-9090071530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317558, KIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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Sankhamedi villagers
vote in WB rural polls

Residents of this border village have voter identity cards of both the
states and they vote during elections in both the states

" Sankhamedi village from 1927
101980 but it stopped from 1978

" of their province by including it

FLEPHOTO  POssession of the village

m QOdisha government was
collecting revenue from

| ® After the then WB
government declared it as part

in Ramnagar block of East
Midnapore district from 1978.
Since then, both the states have
entered into a face-off over

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhogarai, July 9: At a time
when border disputes of Odisha
are increasingly complicated
with Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and
West Bengal, residents of
Sankhamedi village under
Analia panchayat of this block
in Balasore district cast their
votes in the panchayat polls of
West Bengal held Saturday.

Over 300 voters in
Sankhamedi village were learnt
to have excercised their fran-
chise in the rural polls of West
Bengal, Saturday. People of this
border village have voter iden-
tity cards of both the states and
the residents vote during elec-
tions in both the states.

This has dealt a severe blow
to the state government which
always vouches to guard the
borders of the state from the
neighbouring states.

Reports said that Sankhamedi
village is not a lone example as
voters of 12 over villages in
Bhogarai and Jaleswar blocks
of Balasore district bordering
. West Bengal have voted in the
7~rural polls of the neighbour-
ing state.

The villagers enjoy ration
supplied by both the states,
speak both Odia and Bengali,

Man kills wife at
in-laws’ house

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur Town, July 9: In a shock-

ing incident, a man killed her

wife at his in-laws’ house in

Katarapura village under Sadar
/ police limits in Jajpur district.

The woman was identified as
Madhusmita Guin, daughter of
Bishnucharan Guin of the village.

Madhusmita was in love with
Alok Mishra, son of Biswanath
Mishra of Malapada village and
they got married in 2021. Due to
some familial dispute, Madhusmita
left her in-laws’ house and was re-
siding at her paternal house for
the last seven days.

A quarrel broke out between the
couple, Friday. Later at night,
Madhusmita called Alok to her
parents’ house. All went to bed
after finishing dinner. Later
around lam when Madhusmita’s
father woke up, he did not find his
daughter and son-in-law in their
room. He then called Alok and
asked about the whereabouts of
Madhusmita.To his utter shock,
Alok confessed that he murdered
Madhusmita and threw her into
a pond nearby.

Madhusmita’s family members
rescued herfrom the pond and rushed
hertotheJajpur DHH but the doctors
declared her dead on arrival. A case
(No-172/23) wasregistered at the Sadar
policestation and Alok wasarrested.

and use SIM cards of both the
state telecom circles. The de-
velopment has come in the back-
drop of Odisha completing 86
years of its formation as a sep-
arate province.

Local intelligentsia have al-
leged that such large number of
voters voting in West Bengal
rural polls is indicative that the
neighbouring state has almost
gobbled up Sankhamedi which
is a revenue village of Odisha.
This has sparked concern in
various quarters in the state.

On record, the people come
under two villages—Sankhamedi
(ward No 18 of Analia panchayat)
of Bhogarai block in Odisha
and Bagbrajakishore (ward no
14) of Ramnagar block in
West Bengal.

The Sankhamedi has about
320 voters while Bagbrajakishore
village has over 700 voters, in-
cluding the rest from nearby
West Bengal hamlets. The vil-
lagers revealed that they have
been voting in both the state
elections for the last 30 years.
However, the Election
Commission has apparently not
taken note of it.

Reports said that the Odisha
government was collecting rev-
enue from Sankhamedi village
from 1927 to 1980 but it stopped
from 1978 after the then West

Bengal government declared it
as part of their province by in-
cluding it in Ramnagar block of
East Midnapore district from
1978. Since then, both the states
have entered into a face-off over
possession of the village.

The Odisha government has
established a primary school,
constructed a road, supplied
power and drinking water, con-
structed toilets and providing the
villagers with ration cards.
Similarly, the West Bengal gov-
ernment is also providing other
basic facilities and houses under
Awas Yojana to the villagers.

The students of this village
continue to study in the new
building of the primary school
where the state government has
appointed Odia teachers.
However, the students of this
village have failed to get caste cer-
tificates as the state government
is not collecting revenue from
this village. As a result, stu-
dents studying in Odia medium
schools have been deprived of
getting higher education.

The dual rule of both the state
government continues in
Sankhamedi village while the
voters continue to cast their
votes in the elections of both the
states with the voter cards they
have acquired from Odisha and
West Bengal.

5T school: Parents warn stir as
basic infrastructure missing

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bangiriposi, July 9: Parents
of the students of Adarsha
Vidyalaya, Bangiriposi through
principal Monalisha Nayak have
presented a written complaint to
the district Collector over lack
of basic infrastructure in
Adarsha Vidyalaya at
Jamadapala of Banakati pan-
chayat under Bangiriposi block
in Mayurbhanj district.

As per reports, students of
classes VI and VII in the school
are sitting on the classroom floor
and studying as there is no fa-
cility of bench and desk for the
students.

Notably, construction of the
school was started in 2019. Due
to unprecedented delay in con-
struction of the classrooms, stu-
dents took admission and stud-
ied for two years sans basic
facilities. When construction
was completed in 2021, the stu-
dents went to the smart class-

rooms with lots of hope. Even as
two more years have passed after
they moved to the newly con-
structed classrooms, they are
still deprived of the most basic
facilities. The smart pictures of
the smart schools under 5T have
been exposed.

On the other hand, the gov-
ernment is declaring that it will
open smart schools in each block
of the state. Here, there is no fa-
cility of laboratory and com-
puter teaching available in the
school for the students of Classes
IX and X, for which the students
are suffering a lot.

The parents also threatened of
agitation if their demands are not
fulfilled within seven days of
receiving the written complaint.
Upon being asked in thisregard,
principal Monalisha Nayak said,
“I have informed the higher au-
thorities many times to draw
their attention towards the plight
of the school but till now no
steps have been taken.”
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ANTI-DRUG PLAY: Students of Khetrajpur school staging a play on drug awareness at Paban Sarovar in Padhanpali of Sambalpur district during the launch of
Drug Free India campaign (Nisha Mukta Bharat Abhiyan), Sunday

Sarala shrine bans
entry of cellphone

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jagatsinghpur, July 9: The dis-
trict administration has imple-
mented some new rules at the fa-
mous Sarala shrine at Jhankada
in Jagatsinghpur district. Entry
of mobile phones and use of poly-
thene have been completely banned
inside the temple premises.

Now, visitors can not take
their mobile phones inside the
main temple and the sanctum
sanctorum. Taking photos of
the idol inside the temple has
also been prohibited and any-
body found capturing pictures in-
side the temple will be fined.

Steps will be taken for taking
action against the servitors who
are found harassing the tourists.
Servitors who are not yet mar-
ried or performed their thread
ceremonies have also been
banned to enter the sanctum
sanctorum. Strict action will be
taken against the violators, said
the temple administration.

Apex safety committee
meeting of SAIL held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, July 9: SR Surwanshi,
ED (Works) presided over the
fourth Apex Safety Committee
meeting of SAIL, Rourkela Steel
Plant (RSP) which was held at his
conference hall. The top execu-
tive of RSP congratulated the
collective for achieving the record
performance of 400 days of zero
fatality and 218 days without
any reportable accident. This
remains the best-ever figure at-
tained since inception.

“I sincerely thank and con-
gratulate all of you and espe-
cially the efforts of the safety
engineering department for
achieving this best-ever per-
formance,” he said to all present
over there.

During the meeting, presen-
tations were made by Abakasa
Behera, GM (Safety), and the
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convener of the apex commit-
tee, chairperson and co-chair-
person of 8 sub-committees of the
NISCHAY safety initiative.

The meeting was attended by
CGM in-charges, Chief General
Managers, HODs and represen-
tatives from the safety engi-
neering department and sub-
committee NISCHAY convener
as well as representatives from
Messrs E&Y. The meeting was
convened under the guidance of
Asha Kartha, GM In-charge
(Safety).

OP PHOTO

SEXAGENARIAN
JUMPS IN FRONT
OF TRAIN; DIES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rairangpur, July 9: A sexage-
narian committed suicide by
jumping in front of a train at
Anlajodi railway station plat-
form number 1 under Bahalda
police limits in Mayurbhanj dis-
trict, Sunday morning.

The deceased was identified
as Ranjit Sengupta(68) of
Gorumahisani area in
Mayurbhanj. As per reports,. A
man allegedly jumped in front of
Tata Nagar bound DMU pas-
senger train from Badampahad
Sunday morning when it was
passing through platform num-
ber 1 at Anlajodi railway sta-
tion. As aresult, his head was sev-
ered and he died on the spot.

Police seized the body and
sent it for post-mortem. Balasore
railway police then reached the
spot and kicked off a probe.
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Road mishap kills
man in Gajapati

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paralakhemundi, July 9: A man died in
a road accident near Sariapalli village
under Garabandha police limits and
Goshani block in Gajapati district,
Saturday.

The deceased was identified as T.
Simanchalam (52) of Kaithada village.
He was working as a plumber.

As per the report, Simanchalam was re-
turning to his house from Garabandha on
his two-wheeler when a truck hit him
from the rear after the driver lost control
on the wheel.

Simanchalam was critically injured
and immediately rushed to Gurandi com-
munity health centre in Garbandha police
vehicle after being rescued by the locals.
After knowing that none of the doctors or
staff were available at the health centre,
he was shifted to the district headquarters
hospital at Paralakhemundi where the
doctors declared him ‘brought dead’.

On the other hand, the villagers of
Kaithada village alleged that if the pre-
liminary treatment of Simanchalam
would have been done at Gurundi health
centre then he would surely be alive.

The body of the deceased Simanchalam
was handed over to his family members
after conducting a post-mortem at the dis-
trict headquarters hospital at
Paralakhemundi. A case (No- 46/23) was
registered in this regard at Garabandha
police station. IIC Gobind Goud said
that investigation in this regard has
been initiated.

Users lament as ‘smart’ bus stops lack smart thinking

RAJESH MOHANTY, OP

Rourkela, July 9: Good to look
at, small cubicle like smart bus
stands have been set up all over
the Steel City for the commuters’
ease. However, commuters, who
are the end users, feel that these
‘smart’ bus stops are anything but
smart. They lamented that no smart
thought has gone into conceptual-
ising these shelters.

“No doubt they are very good
looking, rather smart looking. But
that smartness is limited to the
looks only, otherwise they are not
very helpful,” said an elderly woman
Banaja Das of Koel Nagar. Her
main complaint was that during
heavy rain, the shelters are not
able to save commuters from the
shower. “T was almost fully drenched
while waiting for the ‘Mo Bus’.
Because the shelter was unable to
protect those inside when there is
slanted rainfall,” she said.

Another person said, “Even the
space under it is inadequate if
there are large numbers of per-
sons under its roof. And if you
have cow or dog taking shelter
from sun or rain, then space

gets squeezed.”

However, the most practical crit-
icism was regarding the platform
created for the super elderly, sick,
pregnant ladies and especially for
the physically challenged. A ramp

as support.

has been constructed in all these bus
stops with proper steel bars to hold

However, what really causes the
problem is the height of the bus
shelter and the direction of the
ramp. In most cases, the bus stop
is at an inconvenient height for
persons of all the four mentioned
categories. Besides, the direction
of the ramp is on the side of the
stop. This is again another problem

&= for these people to use it.
S “Why have you constructed the

bus stops at such great height when
one finds it difficult to use stairs
back home,” said a septuagenarian
Alibha Patnaik. Most of them and
even general commuters say that
the height of the bus stops could
have been reduced.

“You have to construct one smart
stop but where is the smart think-
ing? If the spot is at a height it
could have been reduced,” made
this point another person at
Chhend. Most of the elderlies’ ob-
servation was, “Had the height of
the bus stops in most cases reduced
a bit then the ramps could have
touched the road and there would
have been no problem in using it.”

Besides, when this reporter vis-
ited some of the stops to take stock
of the situation, it was found that
the approach road to the ramp was
yet to be cleared of garbage post con-
struction.

Mega awareness meeting for
protection of forest resources

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, July 9: The
second phase of the Odisha
Forestry Sector Development
Project (OFSDP-II) is under-
way in 31 Van Surakhya
Samitis (VSSs) of Ujalpur
range of Sundargarh forest di-
vision with the aim of restor-
ing degraded forests, pro-
tecting the existing ones, and
improving the quality of life
of the families who depend on
the forest. Wide awareness is
being created through Forest
Protection Committees on be-
half of this project to reduce
dependence on forests and
find alternative livelihoods.
A mega awareness pro-
gramme on forest and envi-
ronment protection and tree
plantation programme by
Shramdan was organised July
7by Katra-Budabahal VSS of
Ujalpur forest range on the eve
of Van Mahotsav-2023. At first
Sundargarh DFO Pradeep
Mirase highlighted the ob-
jectives of the Van Mahotsav
and presented various pro-
grammes being run by
Sundargarh forest division. He
made everyone take oath to
protect our precious national
assets -- ‘forests’.
Sundargarh zilla parisad
president Kunti Pradhan
joined the programme as the
chief guest and opined that
our precious forest resources
can be protected through col-
lective unity and cooperation.
Joining as the guest of ho-
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nour, Sadar MLA Kusum Tette
called upon women to take
thelead in protecting the pre-
cious national asset as women
are deeply involved with forests
and environment. Tete said
that every tree is the abode
of lord Jagannath as trees are
needed to build his idol.
Damodar Dehuria, superin-
tendent engineer (Research) of
Sundargarh Irrigation de-
partment attended as the guest
of honor and stressed on tak-
ing tree plantation as an ad-
diction and continuing efforts
for its care.

In this context, 500 fuel and
fodder varieties of saplings
were planted by members of
Katra-Budabahal VSS in a
land adjacent to the rural for-
est through Shramadan and an-
other 500 saplings will be
planted within the next week,
said president of the VSS
Basanta Pruseth. Digambar
Upadhyay, team leader of
Ujalpur field management unit
coordinated the programme
and gave a detailed presenta-
tion of the various programs
running under OFSDP-II.

Upadhyay informed that
“Memorable Plantation
Campaign” has been started

at VSS level of Ujalpur field
management unit during Van
Mahotsav-2023. It is an inno-
vative initiative by which peo-
ple will be sensitised from
village to village to plant one
tree on different important
occasions like child birth,
birthday, wedding anniver-
sary, death anniversary etc.

Ujalpur forest range offi-
cer Premsagar Naik,
foresters Hembati Singh and
Santosini Sahani, forest
guard Chandni Dehuria,
Meghdega PS member
Kumudini Majhi, youth
leader Sanjeev Singh and
Mitravanu Seth joined the
programme as other guests.

On this occasion, P-NGO
team leader Digambar
Upadhyay, development offi-
cers Haripriya Naik and
Manoranjan Mallick were
specially felicitated on behalf
of Budabahal VSS for their
continuous support and guid-
ance in every work at VSS
level. The programme was
orgnised by Basant Pruseth,
Madan Mohan Delki, Sushma
Bhoi, Jina Badhek, Ganesh
Naik, Raviratna Bhoi and
women of different Self Help
Groups (SHGs).

GOVT. OF ODISHA

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES,
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
RENGALI RIGHT CANAL DIVISION NO-I, KHUNTUNI, DHENKANAL
e mail Id - eebaghuabol@gmail.com
‘e’ Procurement Notice

No.A-309:The Superintending Engineer, Rengali Right Canal Division No-l, Khuntuni, Dhenkanal on behalf of the Governor of
Odisha invites online percentage basis bids in single cover system for construction of the work as detailed below:

1. Name of the work : Special repair to E type quarters (Block No E-2, E-3 & E-8) at Old Irrigation Colony, Mahisapat,
Dhenkanal. 2. Tender Cost : Rs. 15.89 lakh.3. Bid Document Cost : Rs. 6,000.00 (Online). 4. Bid Security : Rs. 15,900.00. 5.
Class of Contractor: D & C Class. 6. Period of Completion : 02 calendar months (80 days). 7. Other details are as follows :

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No. A\rail::;'lri;y of Tender Online for bidding Date of Opening of Bid =
Superintending E
Engineer, Rengali Right ¥ 3 10.07.2023 19.07.2023 21.07.2023
Canal Division No-l, | SERRCDI-01/2023-24 10.00 AM 5.30 PM 11.00 AM ¢
Khuntuni, Dhenkanal

8. Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal https:/fwww.tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum/
Corrigendum/ Cancellation to the above notice will be published in the Govt. website www tendersodisha.gov.in. P
Sd./- Superintending Engineer

Rengali Right Canal Division No-l, Khuntuni, Dhenkanal

QOIPR-32510/11/0001/2324
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FOCUS SUSTAINABILITY

Be fearless and resolute, all
obstacles will melt away
before you.
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Khalistan Not Again

f: ! The fact that a pro-Khalistan protest outside the Indian High
Commission in London 8 July passed off without incident and
there are no reports of any trouble by Khalistani activists from

Canada, the US or Australia on the same day, as had been feared, are

only cold comfort to the Indian foreign service establishment. That such

an orchestrated terrorist campaign could be planned simultaneously
in four major countries shows there is something seriously wrong in
the way India is conducting its diplomacy. On top of it, the comment
by the Minister for External Affairs S Jaishankar that India will not
tolerate the country’s flag in the London embassy having been lowered
by Khalistani activists reflects rather a streak of arrogance and lack
of diplomatic finesse not expected from a career diplomat that he is.

Repeatedly issuing demarches and summoning diplomats from the

countries where Khalistani operatives have been threatening and at-

GENDER & CLIMATE ACTION

n the battle to reduce green-
house-gas emissions and
avert the worst impacts of
climate change, the world

has a vast resource that re-
mains largely untapped: women.

Preventing the catastrophic
effects of climate change re-
quires understanding what -
and who —drives transformation
on the ground. Investing in
women, which means improv-
ing their access to education,
economic inputs, and capital,
gives governments a fighting
chance of meeting their ambi-
tious climate goals.

Several studies have shown
how advancing gender equality

Gender equality is a crucial missing piece of the

than 34% of country teams. In
2020, women led only 15% of
environmental ministries in
193 countries.

Deploying capital to support

women in agriculture, keep
girls in school, fund women en-
trepreneurs, and support
women-led emergency-infor-
mation networks has long been
recognized as essential to
achieve the goal of inclusive
economic growth. But it will
also contribute to reducing
greenhouse-gas emissions and
keeping global warming within
the 1.5° Celsius limit set by the
Paris climate agreement.

Imagine a world in which

tacking Indian diplomatic staff is certainly not the way to effectively Gayle Tzemach  can spur climate action. States climate puzzle. If governments want a fighting ~ women farmers have equal ac-
deal with the snowballing crisis. It is no use blaming Pakistan for al- Lemmon with larger proportions of . P cess to inputs, women have the
legedly sponsoring the terrorist movement and promoting its sup- women in their legislatures are chance of reducmg greenhouse-gas emissions funds to become clean-energy
posed latest champion - Amritpal Singh trying to be a clone of Jarnail more likely to approve envi- and shifting to renewable energy, they must entrepreneurs, girls learn the
Singh Bhindranwale, who caused incalculable harm during the move- DESPITE BEING ronmental agreements and . . skills required to take advantage
ment’s earlier manifestation in the 1980s. RESPONSIBLE treaties. And when more women give women more access to InDUtS’ of new green jobs, and women-
The current wave of protests by Khalistani activists is part of a se- FOR HALF OF are involved in group decisions education, and capital led networks, such as Women
ries of demonstrations organised in several cities across the world, such about land management, the Wetem Weta in Vanuatu, provide
as Melbourne, San Francisco and Toronto to protest against the killing " group conserves more. early disaster warnings to safe-
of Khalistani activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in British Columbia on 18 THE WORLD’S Moreover, it is estimated that girls disproportionately bear When extreme weather events  guard their communities. This
June. Nijjar was wanted in India on terrorism charges and his killing FOOD boosting the productivity of the brunt of the effects of cli- rob family breadwinners of isa world of “more for more”:
has caused outrage among his followers who accuse the Indian government women smallholder farmers mate change. Accordingtothe their livelihoods and their more children are educated,
of being involved in eliminating him. PRODUCTION, could reduce carbon emissions  United Nations, women com- homes, they cannolonger afford  more societies can sustain them-
There has been an outpouring of outrage on social media and in con- WOMEN by up to two billion tonne by prise 80% of those displaced to have children studying in- selves, and everyone can enjoy
versations. It seems to be India’s intelligence failure that an obscure, 2050. by climate change and are 14 stead of working; sometimes, greater prosperity, security;, and
lone man Amritpal Singh suddenly shot into the limelight and kept OWN LESS THAN The transition to clean power times more likely to die in a  girls as young as 11 or 12 be- stability:.
foxing the police and other law enforcing agencies as he roamed free 20% OF THE requires a transition in power.  climate-related disaster than come brides. That means squan- To realise this vision, those
in India dodging arrest for months till he finally surrendered before Or, put another way, changing men are. And by 2025, climate dered talent and lost potential, in positions of power must seize
the court. He is being described as “the man from nowhere,” unknown WORLD’S power systems requires chang-  change could prevent atleast 125  as well as early motherhood for  this moment of peril and pos-
to Indians. He was a clean-shaven transporter from Dubai who sud- AGRICULTURAL ing systems of power. Despite million girls from completing many. Moreover, children with  sibility to ensure that women
denly emerged in India as a self-styled heir to the toxic legacy of being responsible for half of their education each year. Asthe less education are less fluent and girls can fulfill their po-
actor-turned-activist Deep Sidhu who had played a role during the farm- LAND the world’s food production, Malala Fund has noted, “fol- insustainable agriculture prac- tential and, in doing so, sup-

ers’ protest in Punjab-Haryana-Uttar Pradesh-Rajasthan against the
Modi government’s three anti-farmer legislations. After he died in a
car accident, Amritpal Singh donned the mantle of spearheading the
Waris Panjab De movement of Deep Sidhu that clamoured for the
rights of the people of Punjab. His transformation into a bearded
pro-Bhindranwale activist even led many to suspect that he is the

women own less than 20% of
the world’s agricultural land.
And although women comprise
45% of the agricultural work-
force across developing coun-
tries (and 37% worldwide), they

lowing climate shocks, stressed
families often pull girls out of
school to help with an increase
in household responsibilities
- such as fetching water and
firewood - or to enter early mar-

tices.

The good news is that in-
vesting in women and girls
promises high returns in terms
of fostering growth, building
resilience, and strengthening

port the shared fight against
climate change and its effects.
The energy transition is an op-
portunity for us all. Making
the most of it will require in-
vesting in those who will drive

creation of Pakistan planted to launch terrorist attacks in India. receive only 7% of investment riage to ease the burden of adaptation efforts. But takingad- it forward.
The most intriguing development in recent times is the re-emer- in the sector. If they receivedthe  scarce household resources.” vantage of this opportunity re-
gence of the Khalistani movement even when it does not get traction same access to productive re- InBotswana, an estimated 70% quires a shift in imagination The writer is Adjunct

. from a majority of the people of Punjab. The country was taken by sur-
7~ prise when a Khalistani activist hoisted the outfit’s flag at the height

sources as men, women in de-
veloping countries could in-

of children who dropped out
of school during drought were

and a concerted effort to make
women more visible — especially

Senior Fellow for Women
and Foreign Policy at the

of the farmers’ march towards the Red Fort in protest against the con- crease yields on their farms by  girls, while in Ethiopia, child in policymaking settings. At Council on Foreign
troversial farm laws. At that point the BJP-led Centre even sought to 20-30% and lift 100-150 million marriage increased by 119%, the United Nations Climate Relations.
portray the agitation as a Khalistani-backed one. people out of hunger. on average, inregions suffering Change Conference in Egypt

It seems the government in its desperation and subsequent frustra- As matters stand, womenand the most from drought. (COP27), women made up less ©PROJECT SYNDICATE

tion over not being able to shove the laws down the throats of the farm-
ers apparently at the behest of big corporate houses blackened the
movement by bracketing it with Khalistani terrorists operating from
outside, especially Canada where there is an influential Sikh diaspora.

Last month, Amritpal Singh invoked Bhindranwale’s rhetoric by say-
ing Union Home Minister Amit Shah could meet the same fate as for-
mer Prime Minister Indira Gandhi gunned down for launching Operation
Blue Star to flush out Sikh terrorists, led by Bhindranwale, from the
Golden Temple complex. Shah spoke against Khalistan.

Amritpal Singh’s father, Tarsem Singh, has complained the hunt for
his son was a “conspiracy,” and that his son was working to fight drug
addiction.

Whatever the truth, the fact remains that Khalistani activists are op-
/ erating on foreign soil with the aim of carving out a separate state for
the Sikhs. Their deep ties with their native land, Punjab, and moorings
with Punjabi culture are strong enough. The government needs to
handle the issue with far more care and isolate the subversive forces
from the patriotic people of Punjab who form the bulwark for a strong
and prosperous India. Bigotry and narrow religious ideology of the BJP
are not the answer to the problems in Punjab and the divisive Khalistani
movement.

WISDOM CORNER
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To know what you know and what you do not know, that is true
knowledge. CONFUCIUS

Sometimes your joy is the source of your smile, but sometimes your
smile can be the source of your joy. THICH NHAT HANH

SPECTRUM INVESTMENTS

ese are interesting times,

l trying times and growth

times. India’s FDI in green-

field projects rise to $49.3 bil-

lion. And the end of sops has

sent jitters down foreign portfolio

investors (FPI), reveals a tax au-

thorities meet on the sidelines of
(G20 meeting in Paris.

The World Investment Report
of UNCTAD has come with good
news that FPI in greenfield proj-
ects has increased by $5 billion
in 2022 from a previous of $44 bil-
lion. Apart from a sharp increase
in foreign investments in green-

says despite growth, resilience
in urban demand conditions
with higher auto sales, fuel con-
sumption and UPI transactions
and rural demand on path to re-
covery, the pace can be hit by
increasing geopolitical stress,
volatility in global systems, sharp
correction in global stock mar-
kets, deep impact of El Nino,
modest trade activity and lower
FDI inflows owing to frail global
demand.

“In 2022, emerging market
economies (EMEs) remained
subdued and volatile as geopo-

ing week. In 2017, India renego-
tiated similar tax treaties with
Singapore and Mauritius, ending
capital gains exemptions. Similar
provisions with Cyprus were
also removed.

Consequently, many foreign
banks and large funds shifted
their India equity trades away
from Mauritius and Singapore
to France, which is the tenth
largest source of FPI funds to
India. It holds 1.2 lakh crore
securities in Indian market as on
May 31. If this happens, the FPI
flows would shift elsewhere and

DEA cautious, FPIs jittery

the US, the dollar becomes ex-
pensive, gold prices fall and cap-
ital flow to the US increases at the
cost of the developing world.
The rupee may fall again. This
looks strange despite the growth
statistics not being so dismal. If
nothing ails it calls for retro-
spection as to why a $3 trillion
economy wavers. There is a per-
ception strengthened by the RBI
that the prices are not soften-
ing to the extent it is required.
It is also an indicator that ris-
ing capital expenses largely on
constructions and rebuilding of

“ Realize deeply that the present moment is all you ever have. Make Shivaji Sarkar field projects, the report also litical uncgrtgimties rose. Global the exposure to Indian markets structures is not bqosting the
the Now the primary focus of your life. ECKHART TOLLE noted the country was the second- ~ slowdown in investmentflowsto  may get reduced. economy to the desired levels.
largest recipient of international EMEs led to India’s net FDI in- The UNCTAD reportalsonotes  This has made steel, cement and
WHENEVER FUND project finance in 2022. flows dipping in FY23,” thereport  that the inflow into Indiain2022  other essentials expensive, but
FLOW MOVES BACK Greenfield projects occupy says. Those inve.s.tment blues was, however, signiﬁcantly lower it call_s for a study Whether the
those areas of land that have have given sharp jittersto FPIs than what was seen in 2020, when  benefits are percolating down.
WORDSWORTH TOTHEUS,THE  minimal to no structure. So, astheIndianand Frenchtaxau-  $64 billion of FDI entered the The greenfield investments
. DOLLAR BECOMES there are no expenditures asso-  thorities meet in Paris. During country. Still Indian stock mar- that UNCTAD mentions also are
| LOQOCIdal ciated with the clearance of farm- the course of the meeting on ketsarezoomingtonew highsbut  not that easy It is bound in chains
EXPENSIVE, GOLD  lands at the greenfield sites. In  double taxation avoidance agree- ~ on the weekend on July 7, Nifty ~ of rules and takes time to get

aking a line through suicidal, genocidal and dozens of words of similar short, these are farmlands close  ment between India and France 50 fell for the first time since it  released.
form, we know this must mean the killing of something. The Greek logos PRICES FALL AND to cities and have many strings  there was apprehension among has been rising with the HDFC A streak of hope larks in the
can mean a word, as in logophile, a lover of words, but logocidal instead CAPITAL FLOW TO attached. Farmers have reason foreign funds that India may merger. The USrate hikeshave project capital flows, as the
borrows its associated abstract senses of discourse and reason. Logocidal to feel concerned as say in the soon renegotiate the treaty to  weighed on global equities. The =~ World Investment Report says.
refers to the destruction or perversion of meaning, something deadly to THE US INCREASES Jewar area of eliminate capital gains tax ex- Nifty fell by 0.85% to 19331 and It is a silver lining that India has
reason and communication. Newspeak in George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty- AT THE COST OF Bulandshahr/Greater Noidain  emption. BSE Sensex lost 0.77% at 65280. to weigh against the geopoliti-
Four was a logocidal creation since it was designed to limit what it was Uttar Pradesh. Currently, France and the Thisinitself maynotbeanexact cal crisis. Despite India taking
possible to think about or discuss. Logocidal is an extremely rare word, THE DEVELOPING The Department of Economic Netherlands have major ex- indicator, but the US rate rise alead in world affairs, it has to
whose appearances can be counted on both hands with fingers to spare. WORLD Affairs (DEA) of the Finance emptionon capital gainsasper will havean impact onfundflows trudge cautiously to put the
However, it has been wielded twice in recent years by the journalist Marina Ministry has issued a signifi- treaties with India for share to India on many counts. economy on fast track over-

Hyde in the Guardian. She uses it for language that’s obfuscatory to the
point of meaninglessness, the kind employed by politicians and public
figures to avoid committing themselves, a travesty of communication that
Orwell parodied in his essay Politics and the English Language. David
Cameron is far less of a logocidal maniac than Miliband, it must be said, but
to listen to the message from any side these days is to wonder if they focus-
grouped it in a head trauma unit. If so, my double sympathies to the poor

cant caution in the pre-poll year.
In its Annual Review 2023, it

Two Indias

sales. This comes ahead of PM
Modi’s visit to Paris in the com-

Sticky wicket

It has been observed when-
ever fund flow moves back to

coming the hurdles.
OINFA

Record sales

patients (Guardian, 9 May 2014). Sir, What distresses us is that we have
two Indias. One India where the corrupt
get absolved of all sins by just switching
political parties and in the other India, the
ordinary citizen has to go through the
hoops for the smallest of infractions, in-
cluding speeding ticket. We have one India
where people with connections with the
judiciary will get the attention of the
highest court of the land even on a week-
end and a holiday and in the other, the vast
majority of Indians have to wait forever
for their moment in courts. For a nation
which aspires to be a world leader, if we
have these two irreconcilable versions of
India, then we can forget about all our

Sir, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi continues to be on a
sticky wicket after the Gujarat
High Court refused to stay his
conviction in the criminal
defamation case. Gandhi’s legal
team has planned to appeal for
a stay of the sentence in the
Supreme Court. The defamation
case against Rahul Gandhi con-
cerns the “Modi surname” re-
mark. The Congress leader had
called people with Modi sur-
names “thieves” and was dis-
qualified as Lok Sabha MP after
his conviction by a Surat court

Sir, It’s definitely music to ears for car
manufacturers and car users in India
as car sales in the country has reached
an all time record within six months,
starting from January to June 2023.
Business reports say that it is for the
first time that the country has seen a
record sale of cars - more than twenty
lakh units sold within six months.
Automobile analysts say that if this
trend continues India will rank third -
after China and the US. Launch of new
and updated vehicles, consumer friendly ¢
prices, easy loans, the need for a safe
family vehicle post COVID are some
of the factors for the boost in sales of

etters

TO THE EDITOR

B Lollygag

ts main meaning today is of purposeless activity, of fooling around,

spending time aimlessly or dawdling or dallying. Many American veterans
will remember it, since it is part of the standard repertoire of insults used by
NCOs to verbally chastise new recruits — in this case to accuse them of
fooling around or wasting time. To American civilians, however, it sometimes
has a subsidiary meaning of “to indulge in kisses and caresses”. This sense
featured in a memorandum by the commandant of the St Alban's Naval
Hospital in New York just after the end of the Second World War: “Male and
female personnel should only be together when conducting hospital
business, and this should be in an orderly manner. Lovemaking and lolly-
gagging is hereby strictly forbidden.” The expression “lolly-gagging” is a
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} new one, even to most New Yorkers ... but the Thesaurus of American slang orlssa aspirations. in March. passenger vehicles. —
describes it as “A young man who lingers to spoon in a hallway after B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate, Akhila Gopalan, NJ Ravi Chander, M Pradyu,
bringing his inamorata home” Truth, Sydney, Australia, 6 Jan. 1946). Bhubaneswar-751010 MUMBAI BANGALORE KANNUR
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Fresh sinkhole revives fears
of subsidence in Joshimath

It was almost six months to the day land subsidence around Joshimath January 2-3
led to hundreds of residents fleeing their homes, which had developed cracks,
and taking refuge in hotels, rest houses and at houses of relatives and friends

AGENCIES

Dehradun/New Delhi, July
9: A sinkhole, more than six-
feet wide, emerged near the
Saklani home in Joshimath last
week. And the crippling anxi-
ety of ‘what next’ gripped the res-
idents of the ecologically fragile
Himalayan town once again.

That was the dead of winter,
this is the monsoon, and nothing
seems to have changed, said
Anju Saklani. As the rain fell
steadily, land near their home
caved in with water seeping into
their home.

“We have since filled the sink-
hole with debris and stones,”
Anju told PTT over the phone. But
that is a band-aid solution at
best, added Atul Sati, environ-
mental activist and coordinator

. of the Joshimath Bachao

J~Sangharsh Samiti (JBSS).

The Saklanis were the first to
reports cracks in their home,
as early as September 2021. That
they are also the first to report
a sinkhole has led to trepida-
tion on what lies ahead for their
town, a gateway to the ski re-
sort of Auli, several mountain
climbing expeditions as well as
the pilgrim centres of Badrinath
and Hemkund Sahib, and the
Valley of Flowers, a UNESCO
world heritage site.

The sinkhole near the Saklani's
house in Sunil ward is not the
only one, he said, expressing his
grave concern over the situa-

/ tion.

Several sinkholes have been re-
ported in Joshimath in the past
and, with the onset of the mon-
soon season, there is fear of more

IN JANUARY, 868 HOUSES
IN JOSHIMATH HAD
DEVELOPED CRACKS

OF THESE, 181 HOUSES WERE
DECLARED UNSAFE BY THE
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION

AND THEIR OCCUPANTS WERE
EVACUATED TO SAFE
LOCATIONS WITHIN AND
OUTSIDE THE TOWN

SIXTY FAMILIES IN JOSHIMATH
ARE LIVING IN RELIEF CAMPS

such incidents occurring in the
future.

Officials say several pro-
grammes have been
started by the gov-
ernment to save
Joshimath since
the land subsi-
dence event.

Shedding
light on the ge-
ological factors
contributing to
the sinkhole for-
mation in
Joshimath, geologist
Y P Sundriyal said the
presence of loose and soft
rocks beneath the surface makes
the area more susceptible to ero-
sion caused by water movement.
Over time, this erosion weak-
ens the ground, resulting in de-
pressions such as sinkholes.

Exacerbating the crisis is the
perilous situation of the resi-
dents, some, like the Saklanis,
who have been forced to move
back to their still unsafe homes.

According to Sati, only 30
per cent of the affected popu-
lation has received any com-
pensation, and even that has

After ‘Chotu’, ‘Munna’ to
hit NE markets soon: IOC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, July 9: After ‘Chotu’,
Indian Oil is all set to launch
‘Munna' in the North Eastern
region soon, a top official said.

The PSU is also focusing on in-
frastructure development in the
region, including setting up LPG
bottling units in all the seven
states, he added.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, executive director
and state head, IndianQil, Assam
0il Division, G Ramesh said,
“After introducing the 5-kg LPG
cylinder ‘Chotu’' in NE last year,
we will also be launching the 2-
kg cylinder ‘Munna’' soon.”

Ramesh said bottling units
for ‘Munna' will be launched in
Tripura and North Guwahati
soon. “These lightweight LPG
cylinders are catering to mi-
grant population in urban and
semi-urban areas who do not
have local address proof, peo-
ple with lower gas consumption
and commercial establishments
with limited space. ‘Munna’ will
be particularly helpful for peo-
ple in hilly areas as it will be easy
to carry,” he added.

Ramesh said the response for
‘Chotu’' has been good in the re-
gion, with about 60,000-65,000

H IndianOQil currently has 871
LPG distributorships in the
North East, with an active
customer base of 91 lakh out of
the total LPG customer base of
112 lakh in the region, which is
approximately 81% of the total
LPG connections covering the
highest market share of 87% in
the seven states

B The per kg price of ‘Munna’ is
nearly same as the regular
domestic cylinder, while
non-domestic ‘Chotu’ (free trade
LPG cylinder) is a little higher

units sold last fiscal and an-
other 15,000 units in the first
quarter of the current finan-
cial year.

Ramesh said in order to have
LPG bottling infrastructure in
all NE states, projects are being
planned in Meghalaya and
Mizoram - the two states which
didn't have such facilities so far.

A new 30 TMTPA (Thousand
Metric Tonnes per annum) LPG
bottling plant at Umiam,
Meghlaya, at an approved cost
of Rs 75.54 crore is currently
under execution, and there is
plan for a new 30 TMTPA bottling
plant in Mualkhang, Mizoram,
at an estimated cost of Rs 193
crore, he added.

Several
sinkholes have
been reported in

Joshimath in the past
and, with the onset of the FiXuitepst) s
monsoon season, there
is fear of more such
incidents occurring
in the future

been inadequate.

The JBSS, he said, recently
met the authorities over possi-
ble threats to the town during the
monsoon and presented 11 de-
mands. It also staged a sit-in on
Monday to draw the attention
of the government.

Anju Saklani's brother-in-law
Durga Prasad Saklani, for in-
stance, said they were compelled
to move back to their damaged
home after spending several
months in a government-
arranged hotel.

According to Rautela, how-
ever, 1,600 of the 2,600 houses in
Joshimath are fine.

In addition to reckless con-
struction, experts blamed the
tunnel for a hydroelectric power
project around the town for the
January 3 subsidence - and the
fear that another one might be
around the corner.

In January, 868 structures in
Joshimath developed cracks and
181 of them were officially
deemed unsafe. As aresult, sev-
eral hundred residents were
evacuated at the time.

Chamoli's District Disaster
Management Officer N K Joshi
said a proper relief pack-
age has been given by
the government to
the affected people.

The govern-
ment's relief
camps, he said,

ple from 64 fam-
ilies have been
staying are still
being run; 736 peo-
ple from 232 fami-
lies are living on rent
and in the houses of rel-
atives.

A town of over 20,000 people
in Uttarakhand's Chamoli dis-
trict, Joshimath stands at a height
of over 6,150 feet.

Uttarakhand has a long history
of natural disasters.
Earthquakes, landslides, cloud
bursts, and flash floods have
claimed thousands of lives in
the past.

Over 1,000 people were killed
in such extreme weather events
between 2010 and 2020. Many
villages in the state have been
marked unsafe for living.
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MATTER OF FAITH: Kanwariyas (Lord Shiva devotees) gather to collect holy water from the river Ganga for ‘Kanwar Yatra’ during the holy month of Shravan,
at Har Ki Pauri Ghat in Haridwar, Uttarakhand

NPP to oppose
implementation of
UCCin Arunachal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Itanagar, July 9: The Arunachal
Pradesh unit of the National
People's Party (NPP) has de-
cided to oppose the immediate
implementation of the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) in the north-
eastern state.

The decision was taken at
the state executive meeting of
the party here Saturday, NPP
state general secretary Paknga
Bage said.

NPP state working presi-
dent Likha Saaya told reporters,
"Though NPP is in alliance
with the BJP on developmental
issues, but the regional party
follows its own ideology".

The party unanimously
adopted a resolution at the
meeting opposing the UCC, cit-
ing the state's diverse multi-
ethnic and multi-tribal com-
position, as well as its strong
customary and traditional iden-
tity, Bage said.

Elaborating the reason as to
why NPP is opposing UCC, Bage
said since Arunachal Pradesh
has its own unique laws, the
NPP has unanimously adopted
aresolution to go with the cus-
tomary laws with certain mod-
ifications.

PTI PHOTO

Manipur ethnic violence: Banks
announce rehef Mmeasures on loans

The Manipur government
has recently issued a
notification saying that
relief measures may be
taken up under RBI’s
(Relief Measures by Banks
in Areas Affected by
Natural Calamities)
Directions, 2018

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Imphal, July 9: In view of over
two-month long ethnic violence
in Manipur, banks would pro-
vide relief measures by way of
rescheduling the existing loans.
Accordingly, banks have been
instructed to extend the mora-
torium period up to 12 months,
officials said.

Manipur Institutional Finance
Department Director Anna
Arambam said that a Special
State Level Bankers’ Committee
(SLBC) meeting recently de-
cided that banks would provide
relief measures by way of
rescheduling of existing loans
and sanctioning of fresh loans
as per the emerging require-

ments of all loan borrowers in
agricultural, MSME and other
retail loans.

He said that banks have been
instructed to extend the mora-
torium period up to 12 months
from the date of implementa-
tion of the rehabilitation, re-
structuring measures and for
retail loans under P-segment
(Personal/Pension/Vehicle/Hous
ing loans etc), EMI repayment
may be deferred by 12 months.

Those borrowers, whose re-
payment capacity has been se-
verely affected due to disrup-
tion of economic activities and
loss/damage of economic as-
sets, including agriculture and
allied activities may contact the
concerned banks for availing

Lumpy skin disease resurfaces in U’khand

IANS/ 101REPORTERS

Almora (Uttarakhand) July 9:
“One of my cows has not stood
up for the last 24 days. When the
first one got sick, we could not
separate it due to lack of space.
Now both are sick, and we have
no milk to consume. We are
forced to buy powdered milk for
my four-year-old grandson,” says
Kaushaliya Devi, a Dalit farmer
from Dhudholi village in Almora.

The World Organisation for
Animal Health categorises the
LSD (Lumpy Skin Disease) as a
notifiable disease, which means
it must be reported to an ap-
propriate authority if suspected
or confirmed.

“There are many animals that
cannot get up and many that
cannot sit down for days because
their feet are swollen.... others
have swollen udders or briskets.
Some will develop nodules, while

others will not,” Dr Surbhi, a
government veterinary doctor in
Champawat district, tells
101Reporters.

“When cows are ill, milk pro-
duction drops. We dairy farmers
have spent twice as much on
treatment as we make from milk
sales. We are completely de-
pendent on farming and dairy-
ing, so it has been difficult,”
says Bhuvan Purohit from
Dhudholi.

ACCESSIBILITY AN ISSUE

The Central government's ac-
tion plan has mentioned a vac-
cination target of 9,10,000 out
of the total 18,52,123 cattle in
Uttarakhand. According to
Uttarakhand Livestock
Development Board, 2,92,748 cat-
tle have been vaccinated so far.

While the action plan to con-
trol the spread and severity of the
disease involves vaccination
push, many villagers in Almora

have claimed that lack of ac-
cessibility prevented them from
benefitting from such drives.
With new cases surfacing since
March this year, the state animal
husbandry department launched
a doorstep vaccination drive
using animal ambulances. On
getting a request from helpline

number 1962, a medical team
would visit the village to vacci-
nate the animals. However,
Purohit claims many families, in-
cluding his one, could not make
use of the facility due to a lack
of road connectivity.
UNDER-REPORTING OF
DEATHS

The LSD deaths have also been
under-reported due to lack of a
proper documentation system.
"We are not told to follow any pro-
cedure to report cattle death.
So, all we do is bury them in the
soil. There is no reporting of
any kind. At least 15 cattle deaths
would have taken place in this vil-
lage alone, so definitely the death
toll would be much higher in
Almora district," he avers.

An email sent to the animal
husbandry department on
whether they have raised aware-
ness on how to deal with ani-
mal deaths did not elicit a reply.

the moratorium and other re-
habilitation and restructuring
measures, the official said.
Arambam said that opening of
bank branches was also reviewed
by Chief Secretary Vineet Joshi.
Out of a total of 241 bank
branches in Manipur, 218 have
been opened as July 6. Efforts are
being made to reopen the re-
maining 23 branches at the ear-
liest. Out of 396 ATMs, 320 are
functioning.

Banks were requested to make
all-out efforts to ensure that the

remaining 70 ATMs are also_~

made functional.

The government has con-
veyed its readiness to extend
all possible assistance to the
banks, the official said.

U’khand govt to
tighten land laws

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dehradun, July 9: The
Uttarakhand government ap-
proved a proposal to bring the
Land Encroachment
(Prohibition) Ordinance 2023 to
tighten the laws for buying land
in the state and prevent people
with criminal antecedents from
making such purchases.

It was also decided to conduct
aero sports activities from George
Everest Estate in Mussoorie and
only undertake natural farm-
ing in a five-kilometer corridor
along the banks of river Ganga.
"The decisions were taken at the
cabinet meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami,"
Secretary Shailesh Bagoli said.

He said the ordinance has
been brought to effectively curb
encroachment and unauthorised
occupation of public and pri-
vate assets in the state.

Warring groups use quadcopters to target each other

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bishnupur (Manipur), July
9: Technology has become both
aboon and a bane in the restive
Manipur state. While Army and
Assam Rifles are deploying
drones to rescue and save people,
clashing ethnic groups are using
quadcopters to target each other.

It has been noticed by security
agencies that quadcopters have
been put to use by warring fac-
tions - Meiteis, mostly concen-
trated in Imphal valley, and
Kukis, mainly on the hillside - to
know each other's positions, of-
ficials said.

There have been places like
Phougakchao, Kangvai Bazar,
and Torbung Bazar in the south-

The hotspots <
(marked in red) &
where quadcopter
are being used
extensively by
warring

communities
in Manipur
PTI PHOTO C

west part of Manipur where the
quadcopters have been put to
extensive use by the two com-
munities where their villages
face each other. The security
forces have created buffer zones
at these places to keep the agi-
tated communities away from
each other. However, Loibol in
Senapati district and Leimaram
in Bishnupur district have been
hotspots during the violence de-
spite the presence of security
forces, the officials said.
Mistrust runs deep in the two
communities which rely on tech-
nology to monitor each other's
movement, the officials said.
Quadcopter, often called a
quadrotor, is an uncrewed ro-
tary wing aircraft that can take

flight using four rotors, each
consisting of a motor and pro-
pellers. Unlike conventional fixed-
wing aircraft or helicopters,
which rely on engines or tail ro-
tors to take flight, quadcopters
have neither. Quadcopters, after
being airborne, have the ability
to hover in place, whereas fixed-
wing aerial drones have to be on
the move constantly Quadcopters
are also capable of much more

i
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precise aerial maneuvers while -

fixed-wing aerial drones can only

make much less precise fly-by ¢

runs. At the same time, drones
have also assisted the Army and
Assam Rifles in rescue opera-

P

tions and helped save nearly 2000—

civilians in the Kakching dis-
trict of South East Manipur.
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Powai lake overflows due to heavy rain at Powai in Mumbai
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A temple is submerged in flood water due to the swollen Narmada river in Jabalpur

A commuter sits atop a car stuck on a waterlogged road at Subhash Chowk after rain in Gurugram Rescue operation being carried out after an elderly woman was buried under debris after a landslide in Shimla PTIPHOTOS
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Earlier, it used 1
‘ to be the

dream of the
youth to join the
Army and serve the
country. Respecting
the resolve of the %
youth to serve the country, they
were given better facilities and job
security. The very foundation of
Agniveer Yojana is wrong. It has
shattered the dreams of the youth to
serve the country and has created
various apprehensions. The result is
before everyone

JAIRAM RAMESH I CONGRESS LEADER

Congress
‘ leader Rahul
Gandhi's

sudden desire and
“desperation” to get
real is “laughable”

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA |
ASSAM CM

The Childline
‘ will be handed I
over to states =
so that the distress
call gets connected
to local police
stations and the
issue is resolved quickly

SMRITI IRANI | UNION MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

B Stray dogs kill boy

Kota (Rajasthan): A 12-year-
old boy was killed in an attack
by three stray dogs while he
was on his way to agriculture
} field in Rajasthan's Bundi

district Sunday, police said.
The incident took place in the
morning in Tikha Barda
village, they said. Mangilal
Gurjar, a Class 5 student and
resident of Tikha Barda
village, suffered critical
injuries after stray dogs
attacked him, said Shyam
Sunder, Duty Officer at Bundi
Sadar police station.

.......................................

M 6 dead in accident

Tirupati (Andhra Pradesh): Six
persons, all from the same
family, returning from a visit
} to Tirumala died in a road
accident Sunday afternoon at
Mittakandriga village in
Tirupati district, police said.
The accident took place
between Tirupati-Sri Kalahasti
on the national highway when
the car in which they were
travelling collided head-on
with a truck, police said.

.......................................

B One arrested

Sonbhadra (UP): A contractual
employee of the electricity
department has been arrested
in this Uttar Pradesh district
for allegedly beating up a Dalit
man and forcing him to lick his
slippers, police said Sunday. A
video purportedly of the
incident had gone viral on
social media, they said, adding
that the accused has been
"terminated from the service".

......................................

M Teacher held

New Delhi: A 30-year-old male
tuition teacher has been
arrested for allegedly sexually
assaulting a 10-year-old girl at
his house in east Delhi's New
Ashok Nagar area, police said
Sunday. The incident took
place Saturday when the
minor girl went for tuition at
his place, they added. Finding
the girl alone, he allegedly
sexually assaulted the girl.
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A small state like Manipur which

deserved to be handled with

SC TO HEAR DELHI'S PLEA

care, with empathy and compassion, there
is no accountability, so many people have
lost their lives. The government has lost the
moral authority to govern, and no one is
responsible, nobody in the state, nobody in
the ruling party, nobody in Delhi is
answering questions

AGAINST ORDINANCE TODAY

The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear Monday

a plea filed by the Delhi government challenging
the constitutionality of the ordinance on control

of services. A bench comprising Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justices P S Narasimha is

likely to hear the matter
HUHHOUH OO

Raw unfit to be Governor: Stalin to President Golwalkar tweet:
D1gv1]aya booked

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, July 9: Governor RN
Ravi is unfit to hold the guber-
natorial office as he functioned
as a political opponent and looked
for 'opportunities to topple the
state government', Chief Minister
M K Stalin has conveyed to
President Droupadi Murmu, the
government said Sunday.

“Ravi'defamed' Tamil culture,
indulged in 'cheap politics,' in-
stigated "communal hatred" and
he is a "threat" to Tamil Nadu's
peace,” he said adding through
such actions the Governor vio-
lated his oath. In a letter to
Murmu, Stalin said that Ravi
has violated the oath of office he
took under Article 159 of the
Constitution, the government
said in an official release.

“A Governor who looks for
'opportunities to topple the state
government' in a state ruled by
a party (DMK) opposed to the
party in power at the Centre
(BJP) could be regarded as a
mere agent of the Union gov-
ernment. Such a course of action
pursued by a Governor would de-
stroy the Indian democracy's
basic tenets by damaging the
principle of federalism. Governor
RN Ravi is 'a good example' of
such behaviour. "Ravi is stok-
ing communal hatred and he is
athreat to Tamil Nadu's peace,"
Stalin said in a letter dated July
8, 2023.

On the recent issue of the
Governor's move to dismiss
minister V Senthil Balaji from
the Cabinet, which he later
backtracked from, Ravi showed

NAKED MAN
THRASHED
WITH STICKS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sagar, July 9: A video of a
naked man being beaten up
by some persons has surfaced
on social media following
which the police in Madhya
Pradesh's Sagar city have reg-
istered a case against uniden-
tified persons, an official said
Sunday.

In the purported video, some
persons are seen beating up
the man with sticks and pieces
of pipes while accusing him of
theft. Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Tiwari said that the
viral video has come to his at-
tention.

An initial probe revealed
the video was shot in Dharam
Kanta area under Motinagar
police station limits, he said.

An FIR has been registered
and the police are in the
process of identifying the ac-
cused, Motinagar police sta-
tion in-charge Manas Dwivedi
said. Further details of the
video and the case will be re-
vealed after the accused are
arrested and interrogated, he
said.

The video from Sagar is the
latest in the spate of clips of
such attacks in Madhya
Pradesh that have surfaced on
social media in the last one
week.

Recently, a video showed a
man urinating on a tribal youth
in MP's Sidhi district, which
triggered national outrage.

The accused, Pravesh
Shukla, was arrested and
booked under provisions of
the stringent National Security
Act, and his family's house

| was also demolished.

his political slant, the CM
claimed in his letter. Balaji was
arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate last month in a
cash-for-jobs case.

On the one hand, Ravi delayed
sanction to prosecute former
ministers in the previous
AIADMK regime and on the
other hand, through his hasty ac-
tion in Senthil Balaji's matter -
-against whom only now a probe
has begun -- he has displayed
his political inclinations, the
letter said.

In handling the Senthil Balaji
issue, Stalin said Ravi made se-
rious violation of Constitutional
provisions. Initially he had de-
clined to accept the recommen-
dation of retaining Balaji as a
Minister. Ravi also demanded
on May 31 that Senthil Balaji be
dropped from Cabinet till he was
cleared of all criminal charges
against him. Citing
Constitutional provisions and

emporary
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ON THE RECENT ISSUE OF THE
GOVERNOR'S MOVE TO DISMISS
MINISTER V SENTHIL BALAJI FROM
THE CABINET, WHICH HE LATER
BACKTRACKED FROM, RAVI
SHOWED HIS POLITICAL SLANT,

ACTION, THE GOVERNOR HAS
PROVED TO BE PARTIAL AND
INELIGIBLE TO HOLD THE OFFICE
OF GOVERNOR; RAVI IS FIT TO BE
REMOVED FROM THE HIGH
OFFICE,” THE CM EMPHASISED
IN HIS LETTER

relevant laws, the CM said it
was his prerogative to induct
Ministers into the Cabinet or
remove them.

"By way of his behaviour and
action, the Governor has proved
to be partial and ineligible to
hold the office of Governor; Ravi
is fit to be removed from the high
office," the CM emphasised in
hisletter. Stalin told Murmu that

he was leaving the matter - of re-
moving Ravi from office -- to her,
to decide whether Tamil Nadu
Governor's continuation in of-
fice would be desirable or suitable
considering the sentiments and
dignity of the founding fathers
of India's Constitution.

BJP State president K
Annamalai in a tweet dismissed
the letter as a 'long crime note'
and posing several questions
asked Stalin to 'stop complaining
& start delivering.' The CM said
he believed Murmu would ac-
cept that a Governor must be
secular in outlook, transcend
political likes and dislikes and
have no expectations in respect
of 'party politics' and 'future ap-
pointments.'

In a 19-page statement --ex-
tracts from Stalin's letter to
Murmu-- the government quoted
the CM as saying that Ravi openly
functioned against the policies
of the Tamil Nadu government.
The Governor caused unneces-
sary delay in clearing Bills passed
by the Assembly besides files
and posed hindrance to the work
of the state government and the
Assembly.

Stalin said Ravi's tenure as
Governor in Nagaland was also
not satisfactory and the
Nationalist Democratic
Progressive Party (NDPP) there
had said that there was peace
only after his exit. Ever since
he assumed office as TN
Governor in September 2021,
Ravi had all along been involved
in an ideological and political bat-
tle with the DMK regime, duly
elected by the people.

Members of Durga Vahini, the women’s wing of Vishwa Hindu Parishad during a week-long self-defence

training camp in Jammu
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal/Indore, July 9: The
Indore police have registered
a case against Congress vet-
eran Digvijaya Singh for al-
legedly sharing a controver-
sial post on former Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief MS Golwalkar on social
media, an official said Sunday.

Following the post, Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan accused
Congress leaders of spreading
"misinformation" and creat-
ing social hatred by sharing a
"false" post on Golwalkar.
Chouhan said the former RSS
head worked throughout his
life to remove social differ-
ences and build a harmonious
society.

However, a state Congress
leader said Digvijaya Singh
shared facts on the basis of a
book and that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) cannot si-
lence the voice of his party.
Golwalkar was the longest serv-
ing RSS chief and was at the
helm of the organisation from
1940-73.

Digvijaya Singh on Saturday
tweeted a picture of a page
carrying several controversial
comments quoted to the for-
mer RSS head, known as
'Guruji' among his admirers.
Golwalkar was quoted as say-
ing he would rather live under
the British rule than have equal
rights given to Dalits, back-
wards and Muslims. Some other
controversial comments were
also attributed to him.

Following the post, senior
RSS functionary and its pub-
licity department head Sunil
Ambekar accused the former
Madhya Pradesh chief minis-
ter of posting a "photoshopped"
image.

It is baseless and is meant to
cause social disharmony, he

Bengal SEC orders repolhng in 696 booths

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, July 9: As sporadic
protests and incidents of post-poll
violence continued to plague
West Bengal, the State Election
Commission (SEC) announced
Sunday that repolling will be
held July 10 in 696 booths where
voting for the rural elections
has been declared void.

In Saturday's violence scarred
panchayat polls, people had cast
their votes in 61,636 booths for 2.06
lakh candidates who were in the
fray for elections to 73,887 seats
in the three-tier panchayat sys-
tem in the state. The SEC, which
held a meeting on Sunday
evening, went through reports of
vote-tampering and violence

BJP workers protest outside West Bengal State
Election Commission office against the violence
during West Bengal panchayat elections, in Kolkata

which affected polling in many
places, and passed the order, an
official said.

Atleast 4 central police force
personnel will be posted at each
of these booths where re-polling

The toll in the
violence rose to
15 after a person
was found dead
in South 24
~ Parganas and two
others succumbed
to their injuries,

officials said

has been ordered, he said. Among
districts where repolling was
announced, Murshidabad has
the highest number of booths
at 174, followed by Malda with 109.
No repolling has been ordered in

any booth in three districts of
Jhargram, Kalimpong and
Darjeeling.

Meanwhile, Bengal Governor
C V Ananda Bose on Sunday
flew to New Delhi, where he is
likely to meet Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and sub-
mit a report on the violence that
took place during the panchayat
elections. Protests were held
in different parts of West Bengal
Sunday against the violence
that rocked the panchayat elec-
tions and over allegations of
irregularities. The toll in the vi-
olence rose to 15 after a man
was found dead in South 24
Parganas, and two others suc-
cumbed to their injuries Sunday
morning, officials said.

Rijiju and mysterious
audio tape

hen Kiren Rijiju was removed as

Union Law Minister on May 18 and
shifted to the insignificant Earth Sciences
Ministry, it came as a bolt from the blue.
After all, Rijiju was BJP's original face in
the North East and the party's three term
Lok Sabha MP from Arunachal Pradesh.
The popular belief is that he was shunted
out as PM Modi wanted to buy peace with
the judiciary in an election year
particularly after the BJP's humiliating
defeat in the Karnataka Assembly polls.
But insiders have a different take. They say
that it's a misplaced notion as the reason
for his removal from the Law ministry was
} linked to the surfacing of an audio tape. No
one is sure about the contents of this audio

tape but one thing is clear that it contained
the voice of Kiren Rijiju. It is whispered
that the tape's contents were related to
appointments of judges and were quite
embarrassing. The audio clip has some
connection with a CBI case being heard by
a special judge who was suspended for
demanding and accepting bribes. What did
Rijiju have to do with it no one knows. It
seems that the scam is deeper than it
looks and many heads may roll in the days
to come.

BJP eyes Maha-type
operation in Bihar

he success of BJP leadership in staging
a coup in the NCP may have brought
cheers on the faces of leaders in states like

Bihar, UP and elsewhere. Many leaders of
the NDA have started making claims that
the fall of the JD (U)-RJD-Congress
government is imminent. However, reports
emanating from Bihar indicate that the
Maharashtra-type coup is not possible in
the Nitish-led government. Reasons are
many. The foremost being that the BJP has
just 78 MLAs at present in the House of 243
along with HAM's 4 MLAs while Nitish-led
ruling alliance is enjoying the support of
160-plus MLAs. Secondly, Nitish Kumar is
ruling the state and is a smart cookie, say
political analysts. Third, the Speaker of the
Assembly belongs to the RJD and without
the support of the Speaker no such effort
may succeed in any state. The BJP is
desperate to garner support in Bihar to
turn the tables in Bihar. But the party
doesn't have a master craftsman like the

one, Devendra Fadnavis in Maharashtra.
The BJP leaders concede that most of their
senior leaders wanting to dislodge Nitish
Kumar are at loggerheads themselves.

The renaming game

ven as the controversy with regard to

the renaming of Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library (NMML) in the
national Capital as the Prime Ministers'
Museum and Library (PMML) has not
subsided, its cascading effect is being
witnessed in states. The name of Nehru is
being erased wherever possible is seen in
states with Madhya Pradesh taking the
lead. The Congress alleged that Nehru Park
in Madhya Pradesh's Budhni, was renamed
after Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan's elder son, Kartikeya Chouhan.

Budhni is the Assembly constituency of
Shivraj Singh Chouhan. As if this was not
enough, another park in Budhni was
named after Kunal, younger son of Shivraj
Singh Chouhan. The BJP leaders defended
it saying it was the wish of the local people
and no motives be attributed.

said, adding that 'Guruji' never
made such remarks.

His life was spent removing
social discrimination, he said.
Based on a complaint filed by
lawyer and RSS worker Rajesh
Joshi, an FIR was registered in
Indore on Saturday night
against Digvijaya Singh under
Indian Penal Code sections 153-
A (promoting enmity between
different groups on grounds
of religion, race, place of birth,
residence), 469 (forgery for pur-
pose of harming reputation),
500 (defamation) and 505 (state-
ments conducing to public mis-
chief), an official from Tukoganj
police station said.

Talking to reporters on
Sunday, Indore Police
Commissioner Makarand
Deuskar said, "We received a
complalnt clalmlng that Singh -
in the post attributed some re-
marks to Golwalkar which the
latter never made. Based on
this complaint, the case has
been registered against Singh."

Further steps would be taken
after a probe into the charges
against Digvijaya Singh,
Deuskar said.

In his complaint, Rajesh
Joshi alleged Singh had shared
a controversial poster on
Facebook and Twitter bearing
the name and picture of
"Guruji" to incite people by
creating conflict among Dalits,
backward classes, Muslims and
Hindus, as per the FIR.

The complaint claimed -
Singh's post on Golwalkar al-
legedly hurt the religious be-
liefs of Sangh workers and the
entire Hindu community, ac-
cording to the FIR.

In a statement sent to the
media, a Sangh official from
Indore alleged Digvijaya Singh
had made a "false and unwar-
ranted post" about Golwalkar
on social media to tarnish the
organisation's image.

Amarnath yatra
resumes after 3 days

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, July 9: The Amarnath
yatra resumed Sunday from
Panjtarni and Sheshnag base
camps after remaining suspended
for three days due to inclement
weather in Kashmir, officials
said here.

As soon as the skies cleared
around the cave shrine, the au-
thorities opened the gates and al-
lowed the stranded devotees to
offer prayers at the naturally
formed ice-lingam in south
Kashmir Himalayas, they said.
"Those devotees who had already
performed 'darshan' have been
allowed to return to Baltal base
camp," a senior official at the
Panjtarni base camp said.

The Army has sheltered more
than 700 Amarnath pilgrims at
its camp in Qazigund in
Anantnag district after they
were stranded due to heavy rain-
fall in the valley. Earlier, in the
day no fresh batch of pilgrims
was allowed from Jammu owing
to inclement weather and clo-
sure of the Jammu-Srinagar na-
tional highway, officials said.

Efforts are on to restore traf-
fic on the highway which was
blocked by multiple landslides
and washing away of nearly

e

-

~

40-metre road stretch in Ramban -

district, leaving over 3,500 ve-
hicles stranded, officials said.
While most parts of Jammu
and Kashmir experienced in-
cessant rains since Thursday

C

night, some areas near the high4

altitude Amarnath shrine
recorded snowfall as well.
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India and
‘ Tanzania have

agreedona
roadmap to further
boost their time-
tested ties by
identifying new areas
of cooperation in sectors like

trade, investment, agriculture,
defence and education
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M US drone strike
kills IS group leader

Washington: A US drone strike
killed an Islamic State group
leader in Syria hours after the
same MQ-9 Reaper drones
were harassed by Russian

- military jets over the western
part of the country, according
to the Defence Department.
Three Reapers had been flying
overhead searching for the
militant Friday, a US defence
official said.

.......................................

M Six dead in private
jet crash outside LA

Los Angeles: All six people
aboard a small jet died

when the aircraft crashed

and burned in a field near an
airport near Los Angeles
Saturday, local and federal

A authorities said. The aircraft, a
' Cessna C550 business jet, was
traveling from Las Vegas and
crashed near French Valley
Airport in Riverside County,
about 85 miles (137 km) south
of Los Angeles, at around 4:15
a.m. the Federal Aviation
Administration said ina
statement. The passengers
and pilot who died were all
adults, Elliott Simpson, an
aviation investigator for the
National Transportation Safety
Board, said at a news briefing.

.......................................

M 6 killed in gas
cylinder blast

Islamabad: At least six people
were killed and 10 others
injured Sunday when a three-
storey building collapsed due
to a gas cylinder explosion in
Pakistan’s Punjab province,
officials said. The three-
storey hotel building located
on the Grand Trunk Road in
Punjab’s Jhelum area
collapsed after the

cylinder exploded in the
kitchen, they said.

.......................................

M Greek govt wins
confidence vote

Athens: Greece’s conservative
government has received

a vote of confidence in
Parliament. A total of 158 MPs
voted in favour of the new
administration led by Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis,
while 142 voted against
during the roll call vote in the
300-member strong assembly,
reports said.

.......................................

M 9shotin Cleveland

Cleveland (US): An early
morning shooting in a
nightclub area of downtown
Cleveland sent nine people to
the hospital, but no fatalities
were reported, authorities
said. Police said preliminary
information indicates that
someone opened fire toward a
group of people in the

} Warehouse District at about
2:30 am Sunday, about the
time the clubs were closing.
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Sudan on the brink of a

‘full-scale civil war’: UN

SUDAN DESCENDED
INTO CHAOS AFTER
MONTHS OF TENSION
BETWEEN MILITARY
CHIEF GEN.
ABDEL-FATTAH
BURHAN, AND HIS
RIVAL GEN
MOHAMMED
HAMDAN DAGALO,
COMMANDER OF THE
PARAMILITARY RAPID
SUPPORT FORCES,
EXPLODED INTO OPEN
FIGHTING IN
MID-APRIL

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cairo, July 9: UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres said
Sudan was on the brink of a
“full-scale civil war” as fierce
clashes between rival generals
continued unabated Sunday in
the capital, Khartoum.

He warned Saturday evening
that the war between the
Sudanese military and a pow-
erful paramilitary force is likely
to destabilise the entire region,
according to Farhan Haq,
deputy spokesperson for the
secretary-general.

Health Minister Haitham
Mohammed Ibrahim said in
televised comments last month
that the clashes have Killed over
3,000 people and wounded over
6,000 others. The death tally,
however, is highly likely to be
much higher.

The fighting came 18 months
after the two generals led a mil-
itary coup in October 2021 that
toppled a Western-backed civil-
ian transitional government.
The conflict dashed Sudanese
hopes of a peaceful transition to
democracy after a popular up-

H The fighting came 18 months
after the two generals led a
military coup in October 2021
that toppled a Western-backed

m The conflict dashed Sudanese hopes of
: a peaceful transition to democracy after
i a popular uprising forced the military

i removal of longtime autocrat Omar

civilian transitional government : al-Bashir in April 2019

rising forced the military re-
moval of longtime autocrat Omar
al-Bashir in April 2019.

The war has turned the capi-
tal Khartoum and other urban
areas across the country into
battlefields. Residents in
Khartoum said fierce fighting
was underway early Sunday
south of the capital.

The warring factions were
using heavy weapons in
the battles in the
Kalaka neigh-
bourhood and
the military's
aircraft were

More
than 2.9 million
people have fled their ~ Mini Arko Minawi,

cried the large-scale violence
and casualties in the western
region of Darfur, which has ex-
perienced some of the worst
fighting in the ongoing conflict,
Hagq said in a statement. UN of-
ficials have said the violence in
the region has recently taken
an ethnic dimension, with the
RSF and Arab militias reportedly
targeting non-Arab tribes in
Darfur, a sprawling region con-
sisting of five provinces.
Last month, the gov-
ernor of Darfur,

said the region

seen hovering homes to safer areas was sliding back
overthearea, inside Sudan or crossed to its past geno-
said resident ' ' . cide, referring to
Abdalla into n_elghbourm_g the conflict that
al'fatﬁh' it countries, according ertlﬁtﬂfed 1thz gggion
n his state- . in the early S.
ment, Guterres toUN flgures Entire towns and

also condemned an
airstrike Saturday that
health authorities said killed at
least 22 people in Omdurman, a
city just across the Nile from
the capital, Khartoum. The as-
sault was one of the deadliest in
the conflict. The RSF blamed
the military for the attack in
Omdurman. The military, in
turn, denied the accusation say-
ing in a statement Sunday that
its air force didn't carry out any
airstrikes in the city that day:.
The secretary-general also de-

Imran seeks IMF ‘guarantee’ for
timely elections in Pak: Report

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, July 9: Pakistan's
former prime minister Imran
Khan has sought a “guaran-
tee”from the International
Monetary Fund that the general
elections in the country will be
held on its scheduled time.
Days before the IMF execu-
tive board meeting to review
and possibly endorse the Standby
Arrangement (SBA) for Pakistan,
a delegation of the global lender
met Khan Friday in Lahore to
seek assurance and support for
the key objectives and policies
under the recently announced

USD 3 billion bailout programme,
Geo News channel reported
Saturday.

Pakistan and IMF reached a
long-awaited staff-level agree-
ment June 29 to inject $3 billion
Standby Arrangement into the
ailing economy after months-
long negotiations that pushed
the country to the brink of de-
fault. The Executive Board of
the IMF will meet July 12 to re-
view the SBA for Pakistan.

Quoting sources, Geo News
reported that Khan asked the
IMF to ensure that the general
elections, scheduled to take place
in October, will be held on time.

“What guarantee can you
(IMF) give that the elections in
the country will be held on time,”
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTTI) chief was quoted as saying
in the huddle.

The IMF representatives, as
per insiders, responded by
saying that the Washington-
based lender keeps a close eye on
the situation in the country but
“we cannot interfere too much
in internal political matters”.

villages in West Darfur
province were overrun by
the RSF and their allied mili-
tias, forcing tens of thousands
of residents to flee to neigh-
bouring Chad.

Activists have reported many
residents killed, women and girls
raped, and properties looted and
burned to the ground. There
were clashes between the mili-
tary and the RSF elsewhere in
Sudan Sunday including the
province of North Kordofan,
South Kordofan and Blue Nile.

While
strengthening
our relations with
Ukraine, we did not allow
our relations with the
Russian Federation to
deteriorate

RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN |
TURKISH PRESIDENT

SRI LANKA DEBT TREATMENT -

India has assured Sri Lanka that it
will play a constructive role as a
Co-Chair of the Creditors Committee
along with Japan and the Paris Club.

The assurance came from Indian

Pope puts stamp
on Church future
with new cardinals

REUTERS

Vatican, July 9: Pope Francis
Sunday announced that he would
elevate 21 churchmen to the high
rank of cardinal, again putting
his mark on the group that will
one day choose his successor
after his death or resignation.

The ceremony to install them,
known as a consistory, will be
held September 30, the 86-year-
old Francis announced during his
noon prayer to pilgrims and
tourists in St. Peter’s Square.

It will be the ninth consistory
called by the pope since his elec-
tion 10 years ago as the first pon-
tiff from Latin America.

The new cardinals come from
countries including the United
States, Italy, Argentina,
Switzerland, South Africa, Spain,
Colombia, South Sudan, Hong
Kong, Poland, Malaysia,
Tanzania, and Portugal.

Eighteen of the 21 are under
80 and will be able to enter an
eventual secret conclave to choose
the next pope. They are known
as cardinal electors.

After the September consis-
tory, there will be 137 cardinal
electors, about 73 percent of
them chosen by Francis. This
increases the possibility that
the next pope will share his vi-
sion of a more progressive, in-
clusive Church.

Francis has also increased
the possibility that the next pope
will come from Asia or Africa,
having consistently named car-
dinal electors from those conti-
nents and giving less impor-
tance than his predecessor to
countries in Europe.

Whether the pope will name
even more cardinals depends
on how long he lives.

Deputy High Commissioner in
Colombo Vinod K Jacob

==

Yellen sees ‘progress’
in rocky US-China ties

REUTERS

Beijing, July 9: US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen said 10
hours of meetings with senior
Chinese officials in recent days
were “direct” and “productive”,
helping stabilise the superpow-
ers' often rocky relationship as
her four-day Beijing trip ended.

Before departing China
Sunday, Yellen said the United
States and China remained at
odds on a number of issues
but expressed confidence that
her visit had advanced efforts
to put the relationship on
“surer footing”.

“The US and China have sig-
nificant disagreements,” Yellen
told a press conference at the
US embassy in Beijing, citing
Washington’s concerns about
what she called “unfair economic
practices” and recent punitive ac-
tions against US firms.

“But President (Joe) Biden
and I do not see the relationship
between the US and China
through the frame of great power
conflict. We believe that the world
is big enough for both of our
countries to thrive.”

With US-Chinarelations at a
low over national security
issues, including Taiwan, US
export bans on advanced
technologies and China's state-
led industrial policies,
Washington has been trying to
repair ties between the world's
two biggest economies.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken visited Beijing last
month, the first trip by the top
US diplomat in Biden's presi-
dency. Climate envoy John Kerry
is expected to visit this month.

The US diplomatic push
comes ahead of a possible meet-
ing between Biden and President
Xi Jinping at September’s Group
of 20 summit in New Delhior a
Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation gathering sched-
uled for November in San
Francisco.

Yellen said her visit aimed
to establish and deepen ties
with China’s new economic

< AP/PTI PHOTO{

A Russian TOS-1A Solntsepyok heavy flamethrower rocket launcher, captured by the Ukrainian army battalion
“Da Vinci”, fires towards the Russian positions on the frontline near Kreminna, Luhansk region, Ukraine, July 7. Writing
on its body reads “Da Vinci”, a code name of the battalion commander Dmytro Kotsiubaylo, who was killed in battle

Beijing, China

US Treasury secretary ends
four-day Beijing trip

Yellen: meetings with Chinese
officials direct, productive

Trip seen laying groundwork for
Biden-Xi meeting

Superpowers at odds over trade,
tech, Taiwan, Ukraine

team, reduce the risk of mis-
understanding and pave the
way for cooperation in areas
such as climate change and debt
distress.

“I do think we’ve made some
progress and I think we can
have a healthy economic rela-
tionship that benefits both of
us and the world,” she said,
adding that she expected in-
creased and more regular com-
munications at the staff level.

Briefing reporters after the
visit, a senior Treasury official

P

said the trip as expected did not ™~

result in specific policy break-
throughs, but was “very suc-
cessful” in terms of “re-estab-
lishing contact” and building
relationships.

She said Chinese officials
raised concerns about an ex-
pected US executive order re-
stricting outbound investment,
but she assured them any such
measure would be narrow in
scope and enacted in a trans-
parent way, through a rule-mak-
ing process that would allow
public input.

Lanka seeks valuable

artefacts that went
missing during protest

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Colombo, July 9: Sri Lanka
Sunday urged the people to re-
turn or provide any informa-
tion regarding valuable arte-
facts and archaeological items
that went missing during the
massive protests against the gov-
ernment of the then-president
Gotabaya Rajapaksa in July last
year, as the island nation marked
the first anniversary of the pop-
ular uprising.

More than 1,000 artefacts,
including items of vintage and
antique value went missing
from Sri Lanka’s Presidential
Palace and Prime Minister’s
official residence at Temple
Trees in Colombo after irate
anti-government protesters oc-
cupied these premises in July
last year to protest the island
nation's worst economic cri-
sis in decades.

These items are sought to be
handed over to the Presidential
Secretariat by July 31, the state-
ment added.

BBC suspends presenter over explicit photos claims

THE PUBLICLY FUNDED NATIONAL BROADCASTER IS UNDER PRESSURE AFTER THE SUN NEWSPAPER REPORTED ALLEGATIONS THAT
THE MALE PRESENTER GAVE A YOUTH 35,000 POUNDS ($45,000) STARTING IN 2020 WHEN THE YOUNG PERSON WAS 17

AGENCIES

London, July 9: The BBC said
Sunday that it has suspended a
leading presenter who is alleged
to have paid a teenager for sex-
ually explicit photos.

As senior British politicians
urged arapid investigation, the
broadcaster said it was
working to establish the facts
of “a complex and fast-moving
set of circumstances”.

The UK's publicly funded na-
tional broadcaster was scram-
bling to head off a worsening

_| crisis after The Sun newspaper

reported allegations that the
male presenter gave a youth
35,000 pounds ($45,000) starting
in 2020 when the young person
was 17. Neither the star nor the
youth was identified. Amid spec-
ulation on social media about
the identity of the presenter,
several of the BBC's best-known
stars spoke up to say it wasn't
them. Though the age of sexual
consent in Britain is 16, it's a
crime to make or possess inde-
cent images of anyone under
18. The Sun said the young per-
son's mother had complained to
the BBC in May but that the pre-

m

senter had remained on the air.

The BBC said in a statement
on Sunday that it “first became
aware of a complaint in May;” but
that “new allegations were put
to us Thursday of a different
nature.” The broadcaster said

“the BBC takes any allegations
seriously and we have robust in-
ternal processes in place to
proactively deal with such al-
legations.” It said the corpora-
tion had also been in touch with
“external authorities," but did

not specify whether that was
the police.

said. “We can also confirm a
male member of staff has been

“This is a com- The suspended." Culture
plex and fast- BBC faces greater Secretary Lucy Frazer
moving set of scrutiny than other held crisis talks with
cireum- broadcasters because it is the broadcaster's
stances taxpayer-funded and committedto  director-general
and the remaining impartial in its news coverage about what she
BBC is called “deeply -

working Itwasengulfed ina storm over free speech copcerning” al-

as and political bias in March when its
leading sports presenter, former England
soccer player Gary Lineker, criticised
the government's immigration General
policy on social
media

quickly as
possible to
establish the
facts in order to
properly inform ap-

propriate next steps,” the BBC

said Director
Tim
Davie had assured

vestigating swiftly and sen-
sitively.”

legations. She ¢

P

her the BBC was “in-—
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business

ED TO SHARE DATA WITH GSTN

The government has amended
provisions of the money laundering Act
to allow enforcement directorate (ED) to
share information with GST Network.
The move would help recovery of Goods
and Services Tax (GST) evaded through
money laundering

b ‘ AMD is deeply
committed to serving

the Indian market and is excited
about the invaluable
contributions of Indian engineers
to our chipsets, which serve as
the cornerstone of our enterprise
VINAY SINHA | CORPORATE VP (INDIA SALES), AMD
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Russia oil discount to India shrinks from $30 to $4

FPIs continue to be
bullish on equities;

That (high Indian refiners ramped ~ $60 ice cap i i
per barrel price cap imposed sources said. Ltd and Nayara Energy Ltd con- u
;:suts;gms duty) up purchases ﬁ,om less by the West but charges any- Indian refiners, who convert  tinues to negotiate deals with pump |n fZZ,OOOCI‘
pp crude oil extracted from below

downside. But X440 is
made in India. It does
not have tariffs, so

than 2% of their entire
buys in pre-Ukraine war

thing from $11 to $19 per barrel,
twice the normal rate, for de-
livery from the Baltic and Black
Sea to the west coast, three

ground into finished products
such as petrol and diesel, are
now the biggest buyers of

Russia separately.

The discounts could have been
higher if state controlled units,
who account for roughly 60 per

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 9: Foreign

that's a positive for .
those wﬁo want to get an experience times to 44% to capture sources with knowledge of the Russian oil as Chinese imports  cent of the 2 million barrelsper  Portfolio Investors (FPIs) con-
of the Harley brand the discounted oil matter said. have maxed out due to a mas-  day of Russian oil flowing into  tinue their liking for Indian eg-

JOCHEN ZEITZ I PRESIDENT AND CEO,
HARLEY-DAVIDSON

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 9: The steep dis-

The $11-19 per barrel shipping
costs from the Russian ports to
India - some of it on the 100+
tankers reportedly acquired by
Russian actors for a shadow fleet

sive electrification of vehicles
and demand issues in a shaky
economy.

But the discounts have been
shrinking as companies such as

India, negotiated together,
sources said.

Before Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in February last year,
India was a minor importer of

uities with a net infusion of
nearly 22,000 crore in the first
week of this month due to re-
silience of the domestic econ-
omy amid an uncertain global

Weare :-:"""' 9 counts on Russia crude oil that - are higher than rates for com- government-controlled entities ~ Russian crude, with purchases = macro backdrop.
(Se;(rr();nencmg ' ?: India gorged on since the Ukraine ~ parable distances, suchasavoy-  Japan. This led to Russian Urals  like Indian Oil Corporation {OC),  of about 44,500 barrels per day
9 war, have plunged but the ship-  age from the Persian Gulf to  crudebeingtradedatadiscount Hindustan Petroleum (bpd) in the 12 months to

tailwinds of demand, v v

and keeping our

focus on consumer :
choice, sustainable
model and costs...The opportunity is
limitless as long as we stay focused
on solving consumer needs and
problems

ANUBRATA BISWAS |
CEO, AIRTEL PAYMENTS BANK

quarter earnings
season, with HCL
Tech, TCS and Wipro
set to report their

ping rates charged by Russia-
arranged entities continues to re-
main ‘opaque’ and higher than
normal, sources said.

Russia bills Indian refiners
at a price shade less than the

Mcap of 6 of top-10
most valued firms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 9: Six of the
top-10 most valued firms together

Rotterdam.

Following Moscow’s invasion
of Ukraine in February last
year, Russian oil was sanctioned
and shunned by European buy-
ers and some in Asia, such as

LOWEST IN

FOUR YEARS

We are H . .
. . - vestment by FPIs in July will
‘ ?ﬁg ;i(;:fhmg lump zl lgl crore exceed the figures recorded in

to Brent crude (the global bench-
mark). The discount on Russian
Urals grade has however nar-
rowed from levels of around $30
a barrel in the middle of last
year to closer to $4 per barrel,

Corporation Ltd, Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL), Mangalore Refinery and
Petrochemicals Ltd and HPCL-
Mittal Energy Ltd as well as pri-
vate refiners Reliance Industries

February 2022.

The actual sale price of Urals
crude is about $70-75 per barrel,
channelling a large portion of
Russian oil revenues to the three
shadow agencies, they said.

Startup funding dips

The funding winter at Indian startups has already led to layoffs and delayed
stock listings. It is set to worsen and will likely lead to industry consolidation

If this trend continues, in-

May and June, which were
343,838 crore and 347,148 crore,
respectively, VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at

earnings this week added?1,19,763.25 crore inmar-  PRESS TRUST OF INDIA India still I nvestment in Eighty M&A deals involv-  Geojit Financial Services, said.
SANTOSH MEENA | HEAD OF RESEARCH ket valuation last week, with ] o star;tups drop ing start-ups were executed in According to data from the
CWASTIKA INVESTMART ’ Reliance Industries Limitedand =~ New Delhi, July 9: Funding in ranks b]{’ 3h§/° inH1 H1 2023. Of these, 80 per cent  depositories, FPIs have been
ITC emerging as the major gain-  Indian startups fell by 36 per among the of this year were domestic transactions  continuously buying Indian eg-
ers, driven by an overall posi-  cent in January-June to $3.8 bil- ™  and the rest were cross-bor-  uities since March and poured
tive trend in domestic equities.  lion, the lowest half-yearly num- top th ree Lowest der transactions. 321,944 crore this month (till
SHORT TAKES Last week, the 30-share BSE  ber in the last four years, as in- funded six-month Similar to the VC fundingac-  July 7).
benchmark jumped 561.89 points ~ vestors are taking longer time . funding at $3.8bn  tivity, SaaS (23), FinTech (11) Before March, overseas in-
u FM Sitharaman or 0.86 per cent. The Sensex  in due diligence of every as- geograph|es across 298 deals and e-commerce and D2C (10)  vestors pulled out 34,626 crore
hit its all-time high of 65,898.98  pect of business, accordingto a ~ mm continue to witness the high-  collectively in January and
meets PSBs’ heads | July’. PwC India Report. gIOba"y unding rounds €St number of M&A transac-  February.
L n The valuation of Reliance Early-stage deals accounted after the US decline to 536 tions during H1 2023, the re- Also, robust net inflows from
New Delhi: Finance Minister Industries jumped ¥57,338.56  for 57 per cent of the total fund- from 946 in port said. FPIs coupled with the strong ad-
Nlegla Si;;c_haramanbhask crore to 17,83,043.16 crore, the  ing in the first half of 2023 (H1 and the UK H2 2022 On sector-wise investment,  vance of monsoon in various -
?;sgs)pt% t;?(:es(\::/?frt aacrt1i05;1 0o most among the top-10 firms. 2023) in volume terms, said the L —_— it said Saa$, D2C, FinTech, e-  parts of the country, and buoy- -
cases concerning fraud and ) ITQ added %21,291.04 crore tak- report t itled, “Startup commerce B2B and Logi and ancy in global markets helped the
wilful defaults to reduce bad ing its market valuation to  Perspectives - H1 2023”. A funding winter is just a season in a startup’s AutoTech continue tobe thetop  Indian markets to scale at an
loans and take steps to 35,82,602.46 crore. o In value terms, early-stagg journey. There is a slowdown in startup funding despite five invested sectors based onthe  all-time high last .w.eek.
accelerate growth The market capitalisation deals contributed to approxi- significant untapped capital reserves held by venture funding received in the first Apart from equities, overseas
momentum, sources said. (mcap) of State Bank of India  mately 16 per cent of the total  capitalists. Active VC firms in India have secured new funds half of the year. These con- investors put in %1,557 crore in
Banks have written off rallied ¥18,697.06 crore to  fundingin H12023butwasatits  jp the past year and we can expect the pace of investments tribute to approximately 89 per  the Indian debt market during
%11.17 lakh crore bad loans 35,29,898.83 crore and that of lowest in H1 2023 as compared to pick up in the next few months cent of the total funding re- theperiod under review. With the
from their books in the last six | Tata Consultancy Services to the previous two years. & ) ceived in H12023 in value terms.  latest inflow, investment by FPIs
years till the financial year zoomed %9,220.81 crore to “The Indian startup ecosys- AMIT NAWKA | PARTNER (DEALS & INDIA STARTUPS LEADER), PWC INDIA According to the PwC India  into Indian equities has reached
2021-22. The non-performing %12,16,890.72 crore. tem reported the lowest six- report, Bangalore, NCR and 98,350 crore and 18,230 crore
assets (NPAs), including those However, the mcap of HDFC  month funding in the last four  startup ecosystem also experi-  their portfolio companies by = Mumbai continue to bethekey  in the debt markets so far this
in respect of which full Bank fell by ¥22,926.37 crore to  years in H1 2023 at $3.8 billion ~ enced a decrease in H12023.In  doubling down on their invest-  start-up cities in India, repre-  year.
provisioning has been made 39,28,657.99 crore. across 298 deals - a decline of  H1 2023, there were 536 fund-  ments in companies thatdemon-  senting around 83 per cent of the In terms of sectors, FPIs have
on completion of four years, In the ranking of top-10, nearly 36 per centascompared ingrounds, whilethenumbers strated positive growth, there-  total start-up funding activity = been steadily buying financial
are removed from the balance | Reljance Industries continued  to H22022 ($5.9 billion). Fintech,  were 946 in H2 2022 and over  port stated. in H1 2023. services, automobiles, capital
sheet of the bank concerned to rule the chart followed by =~ SAAS and D2C continued tobe 1,500 in H1 2022. The report further said that A decline in funding activity ~ goods, and construction. Recently,
by waty of V‘;f'te'ofz'h'ﬂ a dsof | TGS, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,  the most funded sectors in H1 During the last few quarters,  while venture capital (VC)fund-  was noted across all cities in  they have stepped up buyingin -
F,es‘:;: thmeeﬁr:ggcvglminiiie rs 0 Hindustan Unilever, ITC, Infosys,  2023,” it said. despite challenging funding ingdeclined in H1 CY23, M&A  H12023 barring Chennai, which ~ FMCG and power. On the other -
urge d them to focus on State Bank of India, HDFC and In .addition, the numberj of market conditions, investors transactionsremained thesame  witnessed higher funding .in hand, the selling trend in IT con-
having robust risk Bharti Airtel. funding rounds in the Indian  have shown strong support for =~ when compared to H2 2022. the SaaS space, thereport said.  tinues.
management practices
and mitigating Cyber -
New GST rules onanvil Positive pace in QI biz 1nd1cat0rs CIl
u Adam raises $1.4bl1 Biz may have to explam dlscrepancy in I'TC claims B The interest rate pause The positive the capacity of the corporates to
New Delhi: Billionaire momentum seen in CII invest once there is clear visibil-
Gautam Adani has raised comprising tax officers from by the RBI is exPeCted to ‘ Business Confidence ity on demand, it stated.
$1.38 billion (Rs 11,330 crore) Chentrehand sﬁatIe%C has Of)iéled bring down the cost of Index in the first quarter of hThe survey res%llts also ghow
through stake sale in three that where the availed in . . = H that 62 per cent of respondents
group companies, taking the GSTR-3B return exceeds the 4P ltalf or India Inc, thus z‘:‘igﬂ:;;?:gﬂ:ﬁ?ll :(seiterates expect muted global growth and
total capital raised over four amount of ITC available inac-  fuelling fresh investments the on-ground experience of geopolitical turbulence as the
years to $9 billion as the cordance with the auto-gener- d givi . groun p key business concerns in the
conglomerate draws interest ated statement GSTR-2B by a and giving private capex most of the industry players current fiscal.
from a cross-section of specified threshold, the regis- afurther leg—up CHANDRAJIT BANERJEE | DIRECTOR GENERAL, Cll There are already signs of in-
investors. In a statement, tered person may be intimated u crease in capacity utilisation of
the ports-to-energy on the portal about such differ-  PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Survey (63 per cent) expectIndia’s ~ RBItomaintain statusquoonthe  the respondent companies, with
conglq?:e(rjatte said it “is ta] | PRESSTRUST OF INDIA ence and be directed to either ex- GDP growthtobe 6-7percentin  key interestratesinthefirsthalf — more than half (52 per cent) ex-
fg ?:H;i'” iets l%r;;?rn?og?i’r)r: :p plain the difference or pay theex-  New Delhi, July 9: The CII  the current fiscal, decelerating  of the current fiscal,” Cllstated. = pecting it to stand in a range of
of the transformative capital New De}hi? July 9: The GST  cessITC along with interest. Busine§s Conﬁdence Index rose from 7.2 per qent_in the previous Notably, 65 per cent respon-  75-100 per cent in‘April-Jung, up
management program, Council is likely to decide ona The Committee has suggested  to 66.1 in April-June from 64 in  yean attributing it tq glqbal head- dents are of the view that the  from 45 per cent in the previous
which was formulated in new rule in GST law under which  that the provision shouldkickin  the previous quarter, reflecting ~ winds and uncertainties. fresh sightings in private in-  quarter, it observed.
2016 to execute the plans for | businesses would be required  if the difference is more than  the positive momentum inahost “Itisimportant for theRBIto  vestment will be sustained in Nearly half of the respondents
various portfolio to explain the reasons for ex- 20 per cent and over 325 lakh. of high frequency indicators stick with a pause on the inter-  the current fiscal. (47 per cent) expect an increase
companies.” “In the most cess input tax credit (ITC) GST Council is likely to take ~ such as GST collection and air  estrate to preserve the growth im- There are several factorswhich ~ in employment in the first quar-
recent instance, Adani claimed or deposit the amount  a final call on the recommen- & rail passenger traffic. pulses. This was emphasisedin  aredriving private capexsuchas  ter of the current fiscal (Q1FY24)
family has raised $1.38 with the exchequer, sources said.  dation of the Committee in its Majority of the over 180firms  the surveyresults, as53percent  deleveraged corporate balance  as compared to 43 per cent in
billion (Rs 11,330 crore) They said the Law Committee,  50th meeting July 11. surveyed in the Business Outlook  of the respondents expectedthe  sheets, whichhasinturnincreased  the previous quarter.
through stake sale in the
thdree portfolio comp;mieas - ) o o
Adani Enterprises Ltd, Adani
sl | [HEIRN Telcos’ revenue share from voice calls dips 80%, SMS 94%
Transmission Ltd,” it said. IN A DECADE b
. . - - from %123.77 during the same  However, a Parliamentary panel
[ | Goyal to visit UK GROWING USAGE OF OVER-THE-TOP period. on Communications and IT rec-

New Delhi: Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
is scheduled to visit the UK
July 10-11 to take stock of the
negotiations for a free trade
agreement (FTA) to promote
economic ties between the
two countries, an official
statement said Sunday. The
Minister’s visit will be focused
on the ongoing FTA
negotiations between India

and the UK besides discussing | operators’ revenue share from  transition from voice and SMS  and Selective Banning of OTT share per user from if OTT players can be brought  economy and it also disrupts
progress on a trade pact with voice calls has declined by about ~ towards data as a primary source  Services”. data usage grew over under licensing framework  critical services such as educa-
ministers from the European 80 per cent and by 94 per cent  of revenue for telecom service All the major components of . which will result in them cough-  tion and healthcare.

Free Trade Association (EFTA) from SMS in the last 10 years  providers globally. average revenue per user (ARPU) 10 times between ing up entry fees, pay revenue “For these reasons, selective -
member countries, the as the usage of internet-based “In India, composition of the  --whichisakeymatrixtomeas-  June 2013 quarter to share, facilitate lawful inter-  banning of specific OTT appli- ¢
commerce ministry said. The calling and messaging apps grew,  revenue basket of wirelessaccess  ure telecom operators’ growth, ception, provide call datarecord,  cations and websites etc., which ¢
visit comes at a crucial according to a Trai paper. service providers has under- exceptdatarevenue share, have December 2022 quarter spend on regulatory compliance  are likely to be used by the ter-

juncture, as both India and the
UK are committed to
expanding their economic ties
and exploring avenues for
enhanced bilateral trade.

APPLICATIONS FOR MESSAGING, VOICE
COMMUNICATION, HAS LED TO A TRANSITION
FROM VOICE AND SMS TOWARDS DATA AS A
PRIMARY SOURCE OF REVENUE FOR TELECOM
SERVICE PROVIDERS GLOBALLY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 9: Telecom

Telecom regulator Trai in its
latest paper to regulate inter-
net messaging and callings app
like WhatsApp, Google Meet,
Facetime etc said that with grow-

ing usage of over-the-top (OTT)
applications for messaging, voice
communication, has led to a

gone a sea-change in the period
from the year 2013 to 2022,” the
Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (Trai) said in its con-
sultation paper on “Regulatory

Mechanism for Over-The-Top
(OTT) Communication Services,

declined between June 2013 quar-
ter and December 2022 quarter.

According to the paper, while
share of revenue from data has
grown over 10-fold to 85.1 per

Meanwhile, revenue

cent in December 2022 quarter
from 8.1 in June 2013 quarter
per subscriber, the ARPU grew
only about 41 per cent to ¥146.96

The data in the paper shows
that the share of revenue calls
declined to ¥14.79 or 10.1 per cent
in ARPU of %146.96 from 372.53
or 58.6 per cent between
December 2022 quarter and June
2013 quarter.

Similarly, revenue share from
SMS declined to 23 paise or 20 per
cent of ARPU from %3.99 or 3.22
per cent.

Trai in the paper is exploring

etc for providing service

The regulator in its past rec-
ommendations has allowed OTTs
to operate in the country with-
out obtaining any licence.

ommended evaluating a selec-
tive ban on services of internet
calling and messaging apps to
mitigate the impact of a com-
plete internet shutdown in a dis-
turbed area.

Trai in its examination of var-
ious recommendations, orders
and studies said that shutdown
of telecommunications or the
internet can have significant
ramifications for a country’s

rorists or anti-national elements

to ferment trouble in the speci-
fied regions, appears to be prefer-——

able as compared to complete
internet shutdown,” Trai said.
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>*Biggest Tour win
for Canada’s Woods

Puy De Dome: Canadian Michael

Woods delivered an impressive solo

effort to claim the biggest success
of his career at the top of a
legendary Tour de France climb
Sunday. Woods, who rxides for the
Israel-Premier Tech team, has no
ambition in the general
classification and was part of an
early breakaway that the main

contenders allowed to form early in
the ninth stage. Woods managed to

catch American Matteo Jorgenson
just 500 metres from the summit
after his 24-year-old rival jumped
away from the leading group with
less than 50 kilometres left. Woods
then dropped Jorgenson at ease
and reached the summit of the Puy
de Dome, a famed volcanic crater
in the Massif Central region of
south-central France that last
hosted a stage 35 years ago.
Frenchman Pierre Latour finished
second with Matej Mohoric
completing the stage podium.

MB recruit Ali

Kolkata: Mohun Bagan Super Giant
boosted their backline Sunday,
roping in young national defender
Anwar Ali, fresh from his exploits in
India’s SAFF Championship triumph.
“The Warrior Arrives! Anwar Ali is a
Mariner!” the defending ISL
champions announced on Twitter
without disclosing the particulars of
the contract. “Every player has a
dream to play in Kolkata. Since
childhood I always wanted to play
here,” Anwar said in a club
statement. “Mohun Bagan is the
oldest club of India, and so I'm
really excited to don the green-
and-maroon jersey.

Chhetri backs Stimac

New Delhi: Captain of the Indian
football team, Sunil Chhetri backed
head coach Igor Stimac’s demand
for a four-week camp before the
Asian Cup early next year. He said
that the team need to have enough
preparation time to face the best
sides in the continent. The 38-year-
old Chhetri also pitched for at least
one international friendly against a

~_top-seven ranked country in Asia

“ such as Iran, Japan or Saudi Arabia.
“We are going to face Australia,
Uzbekistan and Syria in the Asian
Cup (group matches). That is why
we need a long camp,” Chhetri said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Calgary, July 9: Commonwealth
Games champion Lakshya Sen
stormed into the final of the
Canada Open Super 500 bad-
minton tournament with a
straight-game win over Japan’s
Kenta Nishimoto here Saturday.
Sen, who has slipped to World
No.19 after struggling to find his
form early in the season, saw
off the World No. 11 Japanese 21-
17,21-14 to enter his second Super
500 final and first BWF summit
clash in over a year. The 2021
World Chmapionship bronze
medal winner will next face
China’s Li Shi Feng for the title.

However, PV Sindhu couldn’t
produce her best and went down
tamely 14-21, 15-21 to World No.
1 Akane Yamaguchi of Japan
in the semifinals.

Sen last played a final at the
Commonwealth Games in August
last year. After a series of early
exits from tournaments, he
showed signs of recovery when
he reached the semifinals of the
Thailand Open. Sen has a 4-2
head-to-head record against Feng,

SPORTS
Sen In final, Sindhu exits

Lakshya Sen displayed admirable form to defeat Japan’s Kenta Nishimoto

the reigning All-England cham-
pion. Sen had defeated him re-

cently at the Thailand Open.
“It was a pretty bad start. I

couldn’t control the shuttle well.
The moment I got the rhythm at
the net, it got better. Near-perfect
play at the net was the key and
we (he and Nishimoto) were both
trying to do that,” Sen said.
“Overall, I played a good tactical
game,” he added.

Sen struggled to find his length
early on and was 0-4 down in the
first game, but he slowly engaged
his rival in rallies by taking
charge of the net to catch up at
8-8. Even though Nishimoto led
11-10 at the break, Sen soon gained
advantage and he kept building
on it. Sen’s trademark smashes,
net play and precision in returns
helped him to stay a step ahead,
as he wrapped up the game when
his opponent hit long.

The second game started on an
even note as the duo fought tooth
and nail initially but, once again,
Sen found his way as he was
more alert. From 2-2, the duo
moved to 9-9 before Sen man-
aged a two-point cushion at the
break after Nishimoto hit long.
After the break, Sen used his
netplay to perfection to build a
19-11 lead and won easily.

Harman scripts easy
win for Indian eves

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mirpur, July 9: Skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur (54 n o, 35b,
6x4, 2x6) started the new inter-
national season with a smashing
half century as the Indian
women’s team cantered to a
seven-wicket victory over
Bangladesh in the opening T20
International here Sunday.

Opting to bowl, the Indian
spinners used the conditions to
their advantage and restricted
Bangladesh to a meagre 114 for
the loss of five wickets. Even
though the hosts reduced India
to 21 for two, Harmanpreet and
Smriti Mandhana (38, 34b, 5x4)
put on 70 runs for the third wicket
to take India over the line com-
fortably in just 16.2 overs.

It was however, Mandhana
who was the pace-setter for India
as she hit some delectable bound-
aries. This was after the Indian
bowlers set it up perfectly for
the batters, who had to hardly
break a sweat while chasing
down an easy target.

Andreeva, Dimitrov cruise Brook keeps England alive in Ashes

AGENCIES

London, July 9: Sixteen-year-
old Mirra Andreeva, playing at
Wimbledon for the first time,
earned the final spot in the fourth
round of the grass court Grand
Slam tournament Sunday. The
Russian qualifier is the latest
teen sensation in tennis and be-
came the youngest player since
Coco Gauff in 2019 to reach the
women’s fourth round at
Wimbledon. Despite trailing 1-4
in the second set, Andreeva beat
22nd-seeded Anastasia Potapova
6-2, 7-5 on No. 3 Court.

“I came back from 1-4, so of
course I feel great,” Andreeva
said on court after the match. “I
was out of breath for most of
the time, but I just willed my
way through It was indeed
tough,” Andreeva added.

Also winning on the day was
Marketa Vondrousova who de-
feated 32nd-seeded Marie Bouzkova
2-6, 6-4, 6-3 to enter the quarterfi-
nals. Fourth-seeded Jessica Pegula
also reached the quarters beat-
ing Lesia Tsurenko 6-1, 6-3 to set
up a clash with Vondrousova.

In men’s singles, 21st seed
Grigor Dimitrov beat Frances
Tiafoe 6-2, 6-3, 6-2 in a match that
started on Saturday to reach the
fourth round. He will next face
sixth-seeded Holger Rune. “I was
happy the way I played. The
rhythm was there all through the
match,” said Dimitrov; a one-time
boyfriend of Maria Sharapova.

In another match on the day,
Russian Andrey Rublev over-
came Alexander Bublik 7-5, 6-3,
6-7 (6-8), 6-7 (5-7), 6-4 in a match
that lasted over four hours to
enter the quarterfinals.

AGENCIES

Leeds, July 9: Harry Brook (75,
93b, 9x4) came good when it mat-
tered the most, as he with the
help of Chris Woakes (32 n o,
47h, 4x4) and Mark Wood (16 n o,
8b, 1x4, 1x6) led England to a dra-
matic three-wicket win over
Australia here Sunday to keep the
hosts alive in the Ashes. Australia
still lead the five-Test series 2-1,
but England showed a lot of re-
silience Sunday to make a strong
comeback.

At six for 171 with Joe Root
(21), skipper Ben Stokes (13) and
Jonny Bairstow (5) back in the
hut, it looked like Australia’s day.
However, Brook playing his 10th
Test match showed admirable
character as he scripted a turn-
around. With Woakes he put up

Harry Brook

a match defining 59-run part-
nership for seventh wicket to see
England through. No praise will
be enough for Woakes also as he
defied the spell of Mitchell Starc
(5/78) who bowled with a lot of fire

during the day. Sadly the
Australian pacer lacked support.

After the dismissal of Brook,
it was indeed a tense moment for
England with 21 still required.
However, Woakes and Wood then
held on with the former hitting
the winning boundary late in
the afternoon session against
Starc to mark celebrations in
the England dressing room.

Earlier in the day openers Zak
Crawley (44) and Ben Duckett
(23) put on a stand of 42 runs to
before Starc got into the act. The
ball with which he dismissed
Root was a real beauty with the
batter falling to the late swing.
Brief scores: Australia 263 and
224 lost to England 237 and 254
for 7 (Harry Brook 75, Chris
Woakes 32 n o, Mitchell Starc
5/78) by three wickets.

Indian eves celebrate the dismissal

of a Bangladesh batter PTIPHOTO
The spin attack, led by the ex-
perienced Deepti Sharma (0/14)
along with debutants — slow left
arm orthodox Anusha Bareddy
(0/24) and off-break bowler
Minnu Manni (1/21) —bowled a
restrictive line to restrict the
Bangla batters. Part-time leg-
spinner Shafali Verma (1/18)
was also mostly on target, save
a six that top-scorer Sorna
AKhtar (28, 28b, 2x6) hit off her
bowling. Pooja Vastrakar (1/16)
was the other Indian bowler to
take a wicket.
Brief scores: Bangladesh 114
for 5 (Sorna Akhtar 28) lost to
India 118 for 3 (Harmanpreet
Kaur 54 n o, Smriti Mandhana
38) by seven wickets.

Priyansh, Aditi
bhag world titles

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Limerick (Ireland), July 9:
India’s Priyansh became the
under-21 World Champion in
compound archery with a flaw-
less display here Saturday. He de-
feated Aljaz Brenk of Slovenia
147-141 in a one-sided men’s U-
21 individual final in the ongo-
ing World Archery Youth
Championships. With his win,
India took their medals tally to
nine including five gold medals.
Earlier, Aditi Swami had pre-
vailed over Leann Drake of the
USA 142136 to bag the women’s -
under-18 title.

Priyansh was more or less
dominant throughout the match
never giving the former under-
18 World Champion any opening.
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PRICES

IRRESISTIBLE

ALTOK10
33,90,000+

SEIZE THIS INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY!

s

STD

ALTO S.PRESSO CELERIO

JYOTE MOTORS

BHUBANESWAR: LEWIS ROAD: 9798190190. NAYAPALLI: 9798190190. KEONJHAR:
9798190190. NAYAGARH: 9798190190. BALUGAON: 9798190190. ANANDPUR:
9798190790. KENDRAPARA: 9798190190. BALASORE: 9798190190. BHADRAK:

9798190190. BARIPADA: 9798190190. UDALA: 7064499950. RAIRANGPUR: 9853446906.
JALESWAR: 7064499950. BASUDEVPUR: 9798190190.

ISTRATION COST*

S-PRESSO
24,

ZERO ]

=S.PRESSO

10,000*

STD

E-book today at www.marutisuzuki.com or visit your nearest Maruti Suzuki dealership

SKY AUTOMOBILES

BHUBANESWAR: PATIA : 7381045356,
CUTTACK: 9776677771,7381873818. DHENKANAL:
7381045357. NARSHINGPUR: 7381045357,
KAMAKHYANAGAR: 7381045357. JAJPUR:

9776900777, SALEPUR: 9583544555, CHANDIKHOL:
9583544555, TANGI: 7381045356.

—— DOWN PAYMENT*

ZERO ~

CELERIO
35,39,000*

LX1

NARAYANI MOTORS

BHUBANESHWAR: RASULGARH:
9583022019,7440019592,9583022013.
JAGATSINGHPUR: 9583022090. PURI: 9583022035.
NIMAPARA: 7381094851. PARADEEP: 9583022034/ 48.
PURI HIGHWAY PIPLI: 9583022013.

TIRTOL: 7381000159.

dl(umt I

UPGRADE 5
2 WHEELER:o

4 WHEELER

ODYSSEY MOTORS
ANGUL: 7752076136, 9776901481,
PALLAHARA: 7873565435,
9437831123,

100%"
ON-ROAD @
FUNDING AVAILABLE

TUSHI MOTORS
CUTTACK: 9078076450.
PANIKOILI: 9078076450.

ATHAGARH: 9078076450.

*QOffer includes consumer offer, exchange bonus and institutional or rural offer, 2 ka 4 wheeler offer and Gold voucher (wherever applicable) on selected models/ variants. Above mentioned savings amount is the value of maximum savings on selected models. **Terms and conditions apply. Finance

N | scheme details mentioned in the advertisement are at the sole discretion of the financier and terms and conditions as specified by the financier shall apply. Credit at the sole discretion of the Bank. 100% on-road funding is provided by select financiers only. For more details, please contact your
/ nearest ARENA dealership. Features and accessories shown may not be part of standard fitment. Black Glass Shade on the vehicle is due to the lighting effect. Images used are for illustration purposes only. Car color may vary due to printing on paper. Offers vary across variants. Maruti Suzuki

India Limited reserves the right to discontinue offers without notice. The price given in the ad is based on Bhubaneswar prices and are subject to vary based on the dealer city. Above offers are valid till 31* July 2023.

3 Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159
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