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Actress Parineeti Chopra and political leader
Raghav Chadha tie knot at a destination
wedding in Udaipur

JUST MARRIED
Indian rowers shine at Asian Games
bagging 2 silver, a bronze medal
on opening day 

ROWERS SHINE

SPORTS | P12LEISURE | P2

1,20,000 ethnic Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh will
leave for Armenia as they do not want to live as
part of Azerbaijan 

INTERNATIONAL | P10

ETHNIC CONFLICT
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

We are fed up with so much
work. We should demand one

country one elections!
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Humidity 97% 97%
Rainfall Nil 6.8mm 

Forecast
Cloudy

sky with
light rain
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ROARING WHEELS: Prima Pramac Racing (Ducati) team Spanish rider Jorge Martín leads during the MotoGP race at Grand Prix of India, at the Buddh International Circuit in Greater Noida PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Sept 24: The US
provided Canada with intelli-
gence after the killing of  Sikh sep-
aratist Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
but communications intercepted
by Ottawa were more definitive
and led it to accuse India of  or-
chestrating the plot, The New
York Times has reported citing
sources.

The report came Saturday as
the top US diplomat in Canada
confirmed that there was ‘shared
intelligence among Five Eyes
partners’ that had prompted
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s offensive allegation
against India in the killing of  a
Khalistani  extremist  on
Canadian soil.

The allegations have infuri-
ated India, which rejected them
as ‘absurd’ and ‘motivated’ and
expelled a senior Canadian diplo-
mat in a tit-for-tat move to
Ottawa’s expulsion of  an Indian
official over the case. India also
accused Canada of  being a safe
haven for terrorists. 

Nijjar, the chief  of  the banned
Khalistan Tiger Force (KTF),
was killed in Surrey in British
Columbia June 18. India had
designated Nijjar as a terrorist
in 2020.

The United States has urged
India to cooperate with Canada
in its investigations.

“In the aftermath of  the killing,
US intelligence agencies offered
their Canadian counterparts
context that helped Canada con-
clude that India had been in-
volved,” the NYT reported, quot-
ing unnamed allied officials as
saying.

Yet what appears to be the
“smoking gun,” intercepted com-
munications of  Indian diplo-
mats in Canada indicating in-
volvement in the plot, was
gathered by Canadian officials,
allied officials said.

David Cohen, US Ambassador
to Canada, in an interview with
CTV News said that ‘shared in-
telligence among Five Eyes part-
ners’ had informed Trudeau of
the possible involvement of
Indian agents in the murder of
a Canadian citizen in June.

“I will say this was a matter of
shared intelligence information.
There was a lot of  communication
between Canada and the United
States about this, and I think
that’s as far as I’m comfortable
going,” Cohen told CTV News.   

After Nijjar’s death, American
officials told their Canadian
counterparts that Washington
had not had any advance infor-

mation about the plot, and that
if  US officials had they would
have immediately informed
Ottawa under the intelligence
agencies’ ‘duty to warn’ doc-
trine, according to two allied of-
ficials, the newspaper reported.

The officials, who spoke on
the condition of  anonymity to dis-
cuss what has become a diplo-
matic firestorm, said Canadian
officials had offered a general
warning to Nijjar but had not told
him that he was the target of  an
Indian government plot, ac-
cording to the report.

While Secretary of  State
Antony Blinken has called on
India to cooperate with the
Canadian investig ation,
American officials have largely

tried to avoid triggering any
diplomatic blowback from India,
the paper said.

But the disclosure of  the in-
volvement of  US intelligence
risks ensnaring Washington in
the diplomatic battle between
Canada and India at a time when
it is keen to develop New Delhi
as a closer partner, it said. 

When asked about Canada shar-
ing any information in the case
with India, the Ministry of
External Affairs in New Delhi
said: “No specific information
has been shared by Canada on
this case, either then or before
or after. We have, you know, as we
have said, or I think we have
made very clear, we are willing to
look at any specific information.”

US gave Canada info: NYTNIJJAR
KILLING

American officials avoid triggering any diplomatic blowback from India, according to the paper 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 24: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Sunday
flagged off  a Vande Bharat
Express on the Puri–Rourkela
route through video conferenc-
ing from Delhi. This was Odisha’s
second Vande Bharat Express
as the first semi-high-speed train
service from Puri to Howrah
was inaugurated in May. 

Odisha Governor Ganeshi Lal,
Union Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan and several MLAs
graced the occasion at the
Bhubaneswar railway station. 

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw was also present at
the programme virtually.

Speaking on this occasion,
Pradhan said, “Today is a historic
and proud day for Odisha and
also for the country as nine Vande
Bharat Express trains have si-
multaneously been flagged off.”

Vaishnaw had, in May, an-
nounced that the second Vande
Bharat Express in Odisha would
be launched soon.

Pradhan requested the PM

and Vaishnaw to start such train
services from Puri to Raipur.

“Many developmental works
in the railway sector have been
undertaken by the central gov-
ernment. Fifty-seven railway
stations in Odisha are being re-
developed with an estimated
cost of  Rs 1,400 crore,” he said.

The semi-high-speed express
train will connect Puri, the abode
of  Lord Jagannath, with the
Steel City Rourkela. The train will
also connect Bhubaneswar with
industrial areas at Angul and
Jharsuguda, and will run six
days a week except Saturday, a
railway official said. The new
Vande Bharat Express will cover
a distance of  505 km in 7.45 hours
from Puri to Rourkela. 

The express train will depart
Puri at 5 am and will reach
Rourkela at 12:45 pm on the same
day. On its return journey, it will
leave Rourkela station at 2:10
pm and reach Puri at 9.40 pm.

The train will have stoppages
at Khurda Road, Bhubaneswar,
Cuttack, Dhenkanal, Talcher
Road,  Angul ,  Rairakhol ,
Sambalpur City and Jharsuguda.

The new Vande Bharat train
will reduce the average travel
time between Puri and Rourkela
as compared to Puri-Yog Nagari
Rishikesh Express which takes
11.50 hours. 

PM flags off state’s
second Vande Bharat 
n The semi-high-speed
express train will
connect Puri, the abode
of Lord Jagannath, with
Steel City Rourkela 

DOC DIES IN
ROAD MISHAP
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, Sept 24: A young
doctor was killed in a road
mishap in Bomikhal area here,
a police official said Sunday.

The deceased was identified as
Amit Kumar Bisoyi, 28, who
hailed from Berhampur in
Ganjam district and had been
staying in Ravi Talkies area.

Amit had been working at the
Emergency and Trauma Care
Department of  Apollo Hospitals
here. “The accident took place at
around 1am Sunday when Amit
was on his way home in his car
after duty. He suddenly lost con-
trol over the vehicle at Bomikhal
due to unknown reasons and
crashed into the road divider.
Locals rushed him to Apollo
Hospitals where the doctors de-
clared him brought dead,” said
Laxmisagar inspector in-charge
(IIC) P Shyam Sundar Rao.

Amit’s body was handed over
to family members after post-
mortem Sunday afternoon.

Watery grave for
2 Class X students 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 24: Two
Class X students of  a private
coaching centre drowned while
immersing the idol of  Lord
Ganesh in a pond in Pokhariput
area under Airfield police lim-
its here, Sunday.

The deceased were identi-
f ied  as  Subham Jena and
Prakash Maharana of  the lo-
cality.

According to sources, the
mishap took place in the af-
ternoon when a group of  seven
Class X students of  a private
coaching centre had gone to
immerse the idol  of  Lord
Ganesh in the pond.

“Two of  the group were
bathing after the idol immersion
when they drowned. Locals
rushed the two to Capital
Hospital where the doctor de-
clared them dead on arrival,”
said a police official.

As the news broke, family
members and relatives of  the
deceased rushed to the hospi-
tal.

The bodies were handed over
to the families after autopsy,
said the official. 

Crackdown on 19 Khalistani terrorists soon
New Delhi: A day after the National Investigation Agency (NIA) confiscated the
properties of Canada-based ‘designated individual terrorist’ Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, it is learnt that the government has asked the investigative agencies to
identify the properties of other terrorists wanted in India sitting abroad. Sources
privy to the matter said that the government has asked the agencies to identify
the properties of the terrorists settled abroad. The sources also said that the
government has asked the agencies to identify Khalistani terrorists settled in
countries like US, UK, Canada and Australia and cancel their Overseas
Citizenship of India (OCI) so that they don’t come to India. The sources said that
the step will help the government to choke the finances of these terrorists from
India and also not allow them to visit here. The sources said that the government
has identified 19 absconding Khalistani terrorists staying in countries like US, UK,
Canada, UAE, Pakistan and other countries.  

Narrative being set to
‘lynch me’: Danish Ali
New Delhi: BSP MP Danish Ali Sunday
alleged that after his ‘verbal lynching’
in the Lok Sabha a narrative was being
set for ‘lynching’ him outside the House
as he hit back at BJP leader Nishikant
Dubey for accusing him of making
unsavoury remarks aimed at instigating
BJP MP Ramesh Bidhuri. Bidhuri’s
derogatory remarks targeting Ali during
a discussion on Chandrayaan-3 in Lok
Sabha Thursday triggered a furore.
Reacting to Dubey’s allegations, the
BSP MP said, “I have seen Dubey’s let-
ter. My verbal lynching was done inside
the House and now this is a narrative to
get me lynched outside the House.” P9

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Sept 24: NASA’s
first asteroid samples fetched
from deep space parachuted into
the Utah desert Sunday to cap a
seven-year journey.

In a flyby of  Earth, the Osiris-
Rex spacecraft released the sam-
ple capsule from 63,000 miles
(100,000 km) out. The small cap-
sule landed four hours later on
a remote expanse of  military
land, as the mothership set off
after another asteroid.

Scientists estimate the cap-
sule holds at least a cup of  rub-

ble from the carbon-rich aster-
oid known as Bennu, but won't
know for sure until the container
is opened. Some spilled and
floated away when the space-
craft scooped up too much and
rocks jammed the container's

lid during collection three years
ago. Japan, the only other coun-
try to bring back asteroid sam-
ples, gathered about a teaspoon
in a pair of  asteroid missions.

The pebbles and dust deliv-
ered Sunday represent the biggest

haul from beyond the moon.
Preserved building blocks from
the dawn of  our solar system
4.5 billion years ago, the sam-
ples will help scientists better un-
derstand how Earth and life
formed. Osiris-Rex, the moth-

ership, rocketed away on the $1
billion mission in 2016. It reached
Bennu two years later and, using
a long stick vacuum, grabbed
rubble from the small roundish
space rock in 2020. By the time
it returned, the spacecraft had
logged 4 billion miles (6.2 bil-
lion km).

NASA’s recovery effort in
Utah included helicopters as
well as a temporary clean room
s e t  u p  at  t h e  D e f e n s e
Department’s Utah Test and
Training Range. The samples
will be flown Monday morning
to a new lab at NASA’s Johnson
Space Center in Houston. The
building already houses the
hundreds of  pounds (kilograms)
of  moon rocks gathered by the
Apollo astronauts more than a
half-century ago.

Bennu is expected to come
dangerously close to Earth in
2182 — possibly close enough to
hit. The data gleaned by Osiris-
Rex will help with any asteroid-
deflection effort. 

NASA’s first asteroid samples land on Earth 
THE ASTEROID 
BENNU IS EXPECTED TO
COME DANGEROUSLY
CLOSE TO EARTH IN
THE YEAR 2182 — 
POSSIBLY CLOSE
ENOUGH TO HIT 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Noida, Sept 24: Rajasthan’s
Bharatpur and Uttar Pradesh’s
Mathura have  re placed
Jharkhand’s Jamtara and
Haryana’s Nuh as the infamous
hotspots of  cybercrime in India,
according to a new study by an
IIT Kanpur-incubated start-up.
The study also revealed that just
the top 10 districts collectively
contribute to 80 per cent of  cy-
bercrimes in the country.

The findings have been men-
tioned by the Future Crime
Research Foundation (FCRF), a
non-profit start-up incubated at
the IIT-Kanpur, in its latest com-
prehensive white paper named
'A Deep Dive into Cybercrime
Trends Impacting India'.

Bharatpur (18 per cent),
Mathura (12 per cent), Nuh (11
per cent), Deoghar (10 per cent),
Jamtara (9.6 per cent), Gurugram

(8.1 per cent), Alwar (5.1 per
cent), Bokaro (2.4 per cent),
Karma Tand (2.4 per cent) and
Giridih (2.3 per cent) are the top
contributors to cybercrime cases
in India, collectively account-
ing for 80 per cent of  reported in-
cidence, the FCRF claimed.

“Our analysis focuses on the
top 10 districts in India that are
most prone to cybercrime. As
identified in the white paper,
understanding the key factors
contributing to cybercrime in
these districts is essential for
devising effective prevention
and mitigation strategies,” FCRF
co-founder Harshvardhan Singh
said. He said the analysis of  the
top 10 cybercrime hubs in India
reveals several common factors
contributing to their vulnera-
bility and these include geo-
graphical proximity to major
urban centres, and limited cyber
security infrastructure.

80 per cent cybercrimes
from 10 districts: Study 

This illustration provided by NASA depicts the Osiris-Rex spacecraft  at the asteroid Bennu



Mumbai:  Actress Samantha
Ruth Prabhu is currently hol-
idaying in Salzburg, which is
called Mozart’s birthplace.
She revealed what fascinated

her most about the leg-
endary composer.

Samantha took
to Instagram stories,

where she shared a string of  pic-
tures and clips from her out-
ing. In one picture, which fea-
tures a letter from Mozart to
his sister in Salzburg in Vienna.

It is dated February 13, 1782.
The letter

features what
his  dai ly

routine is
l ike.  I t

states
that

his

hair was always done by 6o’clock in the morn-
ing and by the next hour he is fully dressed
and gets on with his day.

Samantha wrote on the picture: “His daily
routine was the most fascinating for me.
The greatest mind I have no-

ticed, seem to need only 5
hours of  sleep. Meanwhile,
I still need an alarm after
8 hours.”

She then shared a pic-
ture of  a cannon and cap-
tioned it: “Could use one of
these babies for home too.”

Samantha has currently
taken a break from work for
her health as she is
dealing  with
Myositis. 

On the work
front, she was
recently seen
in Kushi.
She will
next  be
seen in
the Hindi
adaptation

of
Citadel,

which also
stars Varun

Dhawan.
AGENCIES

P2 HEIDI KLUM LEARNS TO LET 
GO OF HER OBSESSION

leisure
Supermodel Heidi Klum has become more laid-back
about her appearance in recent years. The 50-year-
old star was often worried about her appearance at
the height of her modelling career, but Heidi has
adopted a different attitude since she met her
husband, Tom Kaulitz, reports aceshowbiz.com.

Supermodel Gisele Bundchen revealed that she
wanted to kill herself at the peak of her modelling
career by jumping from the ninth storey of her
apartment block. It was that time of her career
when she suffered from panic attacks due to
hectic work schedule, reports aceshowbiz.com.
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AQUARIUS
Amid all the boring work
buzz, you will manage to
sustain your sense of
humour. And, why not? After all, you are
an expert at inducing a laugh riot! You are
in a gregarious mood and that explains it.
This also makes you a welcome guest at
any party you may wish to grace.

PISCES
A day wherein you will be
handling responsibilities
on both the home front
and at the workplace awaits you, says
Ganesha. Expect to be involved in home
refurbishing projects, where expenses
are likely to soar. Appreciation and
gratitude will come your way at the end
of a hard day's work.

SAGITTARIUS
It is not your nature to
warm the bench, but you
will wake up feeling lazy
and laid-back today, says Ganesha. This
may be due to the fatigue of some recent
endeavours. For a change, you will try
and delegate your work and responsibili-
ty to those around you. Make sure that
they you do so wisely as they may not live
up to your standards, warns Ganesha.

LIBRA
Working for the government
is always a key responsibili-
ty, says Ganesha. But today
of all days proves to be fabulous and phe-
nomenal for all those in government serv-
ice. Your actions will translate into accom-
plishment and you may rest assured that
you shall be duly recognized and reward-
ed for your meritorious service. 

SCORPIO
Your business associates
will emerge as intangible
assets for you today, says
Ganesha. You will probably start off an
innovative joint venture without any doubt
or indecision. Hard work and enthusiasm
are always a good combination for achiev-
ing success. Your skill and business sense
will bring you positive feedback from 
your seniors, feels Ganesha.

LEO
After a long time, it seems
as if the stars are aligning to
bring something special for
you. Call it your field day, but today,
everything will go your way, says
Ganesha. Expect to get appreciated for
your hard work in office. As for the home
front, you will get all the support you
need from your family members for refur-
bishing your home.

VIRGO
Surf's up as you enjoy an
unexpected achievement!
But your joy ride today may
well be spent in vexing about the problems
you have. Expect to gain new money for a
new venture. Your business will rise atop
the highest wave today, foretells Ganesha.

GEMINI
You had better start sharing
your feelings with your fam-
ily today, says Ganesha.
Also, it's time to tell your family about
your current financial status. It will help
you feel better. Your energy levels will
soar and you will approach everything
with renewed vigour. Your spouse will
bring good luck to you. How about a din-
ner extraordinaire with your loved ones?

CANCER
You may discuss certain seri-
ous issues with your beloved
today, predicts Ganesha.
Your time till afternoon will be spent in dis-
cussions and deliberations about the
issue. However, this issue may not be
enough in letting you off the hook on the
work front. Think twice before you act.

ARIES
Sometimes, pressure is a
good thing, as it brings out
the best in you. You will out-
shine your colleagues in whatever you
choose to do. But your expectations may
far exceed the outcome. Ganesha asks
that you have patience. Results take time.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Today might be a day of
untying and getting out of
the tangles, says
Ganesha. You may take the blame for
the actions of another. Things may get
frustrating around the afternoon and
your confidence levels may stoop.
Work on your strength and work out
your weaknesses, advises Ganesha.

CAPRICORN
Plans for expanding busi-
ness may require you to
take risks, leaving you in a
dilemma on more than one occasion.
In such desperate circumstances, fol-
lowing your instincts can lead you to
success, advises Ganesha.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

GISELE BUNDCHEN WANTED 
TO JUMP FROM NINTH FLOOR

Bhubaneswar:  A five-day the-
atre festival, organised by Odisha
Natya Sangh (ONS), will begin
here at Rabindra Mandap,
Monday.

One Assamese, one Bengali,
one Hindi and two Odia plays
will be staged during the festival,
according to the organisers.

Written by Bijay Mishra and
conceived by Ajit Das, the Ajit
troupe of  Bhubaneswar will pres-
ent the Odia play Shesha Pahacha
on the first evening. The viewers
will witness the Assamese play
Abhinandan Macbeth Tuesday.
Jyotinarayan Nath has directed
the play adapted from the orig-
inal play by Shakespeare. Day
three will witness another Odia
play, Remo to be presented by
Koraput Sanskruta Parishad of
Koraput .  Writ ten by
Hrudayaranjan Satpathy, the
play will be directed by Yogendra
Prasad Mohanty. Writer-direc-
tor Atanu Sarkar’s Bengali play
Mayapuri will enthral the view-
ers Thursday. 

The last evening of  the festi-
val will have the Hindi play Side
Effect, to be presented by the
Indigenous People’s Art and
Cultural Society of  Jamshedpur.
The play is written and directed
by Jeetrai Hansda. PNN

5-day nat’l drama 
fest begins today

RagNeeti now married
Popular actress Parineeti Chopra and political leader

Raghav Chadha exchange vows at The Leela Palace in
Udaipur in the presence of a host of celebrities

Udaipur: It’s official! Aam Aadmi
Party leader Raghav Chadha
and actress Parineeti Chopra,
RagNeeti for their fans, are finally
man and wife. The gorgeous cou-
ple tied the knot in a dreamy
wedding ceremony held here at
The Leela Palace in Udaipur.
The newlyweds looked resplen-
dent in designer traditional out-
fits as they exchanged vows in
a lavish destination wedding.

Raghav Chadha and Parineeti
Chopra exchanged engagement
rings earlier this year.

Now they embark on this jour-
ney together with the bless-
ings of  their family
and friends.

The ceremony
commenced
with Raghav’s
Sehrabandi at
the Taj Lake
Palace  af ter
which the baraat
procession left
from the
Taj Lake
Palace
in

boats. The ‘jaimala’ ceremony
took place around 3:30 pm, while
the pheras took place at 4 pm.
Post their pheras, the couple
also got done with a photoshoot
followed by ‘Bidaai’ at  6.30. 

This big fat Bollywood wedding
saw the presence of  many
celebrity guests inclusing Sania
Mirza, Harbhajan Singh, Manish
Malhotra among many others.
Priyanka Chopra had earlier
wished her sister Parineeti ahead
of  her big day. The entire week
has been marked with pre-wed-
ding festivities that commenced
in Delhi. The couple hosted a

90s' themed musical night
Saturday, and pictures

and videos from the
event soon took over
the internet. AGENCIES

Mumbai: ‘Dev Anand @ 100 -
Forever Young’, a film festival cel-
ebrating the birth centenary of
screen icon Dev Anand, opened
Saturday evening with packed
shows of  the actor’s popular
films Johny Mera Naam and
Guide at PVR Juhu in Mumbai.

The two-day event, curated by
Film Heritage Foundation (FHF),
showcases four of  the actor’s
movies. The other two films, CID
and Jewel Thief  were screened
Sunday.

Waheeda Rehman, the leg-
end’s co-star in CID and Guide,

actor Jackie Shroff, filmmaker
Sriram Raghavan, and FHF di-
rector  Shivendra Singh
Dungarpur introduced the two
titles marking the opening of
the festival.

“I feel very lucky that I did
my first film CID with Dev sahab.
When we were introduced, I
called him ‘Dev sahab’, he said
‘Waheeda, you won’t call me Dev

sahab’. I
said ‘I’m
not that
ill-man-
nered,
you are
elder to
me and
such a
big star.
This is

my first film. How can I not call
you Dev sahab?’ He said, ‘I don’t
feel comfortable when someone
calls me ‘sahab’, I feel like a school
teacher. So, just call me Dev’,”
Rehman, 85,  said at the event.

Dev Anand was the “only actor
I addressed by first name”, she
added.

“He was, is and will remain
evergreen. He was a charming

per-
sonal-
ity, ded-
icated,
punctual
and a thor-
ough gentle-
man,” she fur-
ther said.

The screening
was also attended
b y  Va i b h av
Anand, son of  Vijay
Anand, the families
of  Dev Anand, Chetan
Anand, Prem Nath and
Jagdish, as well as ac-
tors Mink Brar and Divya
Dutta.  PTI

‘Dev Anand @ 100’ film fest kicks off
Waheeda Rehman reveals

at the event that Dev
Anand was the only actor

she addressed by first name

Mozart’s
daily chores 

fascinate 
Samantha

Curtains come down on 4th IDFFB
THE THREE-DAY EVENT OFFERED VIEWERS A COMPELLING WINDOW INTO THE DIVERSE AND

THOUGHT-PROVOKING WORLD OF CONTEMPORARY INDIAN NON-FICTION CINEMA 
Bhubaneswar: The 4th Indian
Documentary Film Festival
Bhubaneswar (IDFFB), organ-
ised by the Film Society of
Bhubaneswar (FSB), concluded
here at Guru Kelucharan
Mohapatra Odissi Research
Centre, Sunday.

The third day’s schedule
began with the screening of
Farha Khatun’s Holy Rights.
The movie highlighted the coura-
geous women in the Muslim
community who are challenging
traditional norms as they strive
to become religious teachers
(Qazis), breaking new ground in
their pursuit of  equality.

Another standout feature of
the day was Varun Shekhar’s
Too Much Democracy, a deep
dive into the resilience of  the
inspiring farmers’ protest
against the now-repealed three
farm bills.

Multiple award winning di-
rector Himanshu Khatua’s The

Sea and Seven Villages was also
screened on the occasion. The
film underlined the plight of
Satabhaya residents  in
Kendrapara, known as the sub-
continent’s first batch of  cli-
mate refugees.

The last film of  the event
was Joshy Joseph’s striking
portrait of  a conservationist,

Aribam Shyam Sharma, who is
dedicated to preserving an an-
cient oral culture rooted in
Manipur.

The festival’s closing cere-
mony was graced by esteemed
dignitaries,  including
OrissaPOST and Dharitri Editor
Tathagata Satpathy and FSB
vice-president Ishwar Mohanty.

The luminaries encouraged the
younger generation to continue
with their pursuit of  relevant
cinema and emphasised the im-
portance of  reaching wider
viewers beyond the boundaries
of  cultural sophistication.

OrissaPOST and Dhartiri
were the print media partners
for the event. PNN

Documentary filmmakers Ruchika Negi, Lipika Singh Darai, Varrun Shukraj, OrissaPOST and Dharitri
Editor Tathagata Satpathy,  and director Amit Mahanti attending the closing ceremony
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PUJA IN MIND

Artisans polish silver ornaments
to be used at Bidanasi Durga Puja

Mandap in Cuttack, Sunday        downtown

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 24: The
Congress Sunday termed ‘shock-
ing’ the government reducing
the qualifying percentile for
NEET PG 2023 to zero and asked
who benefits from completely
doing away with the minimum
basic standards.

The Ministry of  Health and
Family Welfare (MoHFW)
Wednesday reduced to zero the
qualifying percentile for NEET
PG 2023 to be eligible for coun-
selling across all categories.

In a post on X, Congress gen-
eral secretary Jairam Ramesh
said the decision of  the Modi
government to reduce the cut-
off  for entry for MD/MS de-
grees via PG-NEET to the ze-
roth percentile — making those
who score the least in the exam
eligible — is "absolutely 
shocking".

This is a complete U-turn from
the stand taken by the govern-
ment in the Delhi High Court
last July, he said and posted a
screenshot of  a media report on
the government telling the HC
last year that it cannot lower
NEET-PG cut-off  so as to the
minimum standard of  educa-
tion is maintained.

“While most agree that access
to medical education and supply
of  doctors needs to be dramati-
cally increased to meet the de-
mands, whom does it benefit to

completely do away with mini-
mum basic standards? Where
are the merit-wallahs in the gov-
ernment and among its drum-
beaters today?” Ramesh said.

“Will this not benefit only pri-
vate medical colleges who want
to sell the seats that are not being
filled up to the highest bidder,”
he asked.

“Is this U-turn also being done
to benefit children of  very in-
fluential BJP leaders who would

not have qualified without this
scandalous dilution?” Ramesh
said.

Union Health Ministry offi-
cials Friday said reducing the
qualifying percentile for NEET
PG 2023 to zero will increase the
pool of  qualifying candidates
but not dilute the merit system
for admission to PG medical
courses.

Only those scoring the high-
est marks will get admission for
PG medical courses, they said.

The admission will be done
through a transparent coun-
selling process and will do away
with alleged backdoor entry that
was offered by some private col-
leges, the officials said.

They dismissed as imaginary
the speculation that students
with zero percentile can also be-
come specialist doctors.

The reality is that students
with the highest marks will be
eligible for admission to their
choice of  courses and colleges,
they said.

There are 68,142 PG medical
seats in the country.

Till now, candidates scoring
above 50 percentile were eligible
to participate in the counselling
process for medical PG admission
through NEET.

Last year, the qualifying cri-
teria was kept at 20 percentile
even then 3,000 seats remained
vacant under the all India quota,
the officials had said. 

Cong slams govt for reducing
qualifying percentile to zero

NEET PG

Will this not benefit only
private medical colleges

who want to sell the seats
that are not being filled up

to the highest bidder. Is
this U-turn also being

done to benefit children of
very influential BJP

leaders who would not
have qualified without this

scandalous dilution?
JAIRAM RAMESH |

CONGRESS GENERAL SECRETARY

Exposure to blue light, like
that from smartphones or
tablets, may lead to early

puberty in males, according to
a study in mice.

The research, presented at the
ongoing 61st Annual European
Society  for  Paediatric
Endocrinology Meeting in The
Hague, Netherlands, sheds light
on how environmental factors,
such as screen time, impact early
puberty and testicular tissue,
which could eventually lead to
future prevention strategies for
children.

Early puberty for most chil-
dren does not have an obvious
cause. Sometimes it is due to ge-
netics, or there is a problem in
the brain, such as an injury or
tumour, or in the thyroid, adre-
nal or sex glands. 

In recent years, several stud-

ies have reported increases in
early puberty onset for both girls
and boys, particularly during
the Covid-19 pandemic. One fac-
tor may be the increased use of
blue light-emitting devices, but
this is very difficult to assess in
children.

In this study, researchers
from the Ankara Bilkent City
Hospital and Gazi University
in Turkey examined 18 male
rats aged 21-days-old, divided
into three groups of  six and
exposed to either a normal light
cycle, to six hours or 12 hours
of  blue light. 

The researchers found that
the first signs of  puberty oc-
curred significantly earlier
in male rats exposed to blue
light. Additionally, the longer
the rats were exposed to blue
light, the earlier their puberty

started, while they also showed
suppressed sperm develop-
ment and damaged testicular
tissue.

“For the first time, we found

a direct relationship between
blue light exposure and early
puberty in male rats,” said lead
researcher Dr Aylin Kilinc
Ugurlu from Ankara Bikent City

Hospital. 
“Our findings align with our

previous work on female rats,
which also showed similar ef-
fects, thereby providing a more

comprehensive view of  how blue
light may influence puberty in
both male and female rats,”
Ugurlu added.

While the findings suggest
that blue light exposure could po-
tentially be a risk factor for ear-
lier puberty onset, more research
is needed, the researchers said
in the paper published in
Frontiers in Endocrinology.

“I want to emphasise that this
is a rat study and direct results
cannot be interpreted for hu-
mans. However, we provide an ex-
perimental foundation to fur-
ther investigate the health
consequences of  ever-increas-
ing screen time in modern so-
ciety,” Ugurlu said.

The researchers will next focus
on assessing the impact of  blue
light exposure before puberty
in adult rats. IANS

AGENCIES

Jajpur, Sept 24: Alleging med-
ical negligence, an irate mob
Sunday vandalised a commu-
nity health centre in Jajpur dis-
trict after the death of  a five-
year-old girl.

The incident took place in
Bari area after the girl, who was
suffering from fever, died.

Her father alleged her death
took place after a doctor at the
medical facility administered
an injection.

Her family members and locals
created a ruckus inside the health

facility alleging medical negli-
gence, vandalised it and set some
papers on fire.

Local police, Jajpur chief  dis-
trict medical officer (CDMO)
and the local tehsildar visited the

spot to pacify the mob.
Things returned to normalcy

after they promised action
against anyone found guilty of
the death of  the girl.

Jajpur CDMO Shibasish
Moharana said that the incident
will be investigated to find out
the exact reason for the death and
if  anyone is found guilty, stern
action will be taken.

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 24: Chief
Minister and BJD president
Naveen Patnaik Sunday heaped
praises on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and appreciated
his ‘steps to eradicate corrup-
tion’.

Patnaik was participating in
an interactive session at the
Odisha Literary Festival or-
ganised here by The New Indian
Express group.

Rating the Modi government ‘8
out of  10’, Patnaik hailed the
Centre’s foreign policy and work
towards eradication of  corruption.

“I rate the Modi government
8 out of  10 because of  what he has
done for foreign policy and also
in various other matters... Also
there has been less corruption
in this (BJP) government,”
Patnaik said.

Replying to a question on the
Women’s Reservation Bill,
Patnaik said, “I think it’s a very
important step. My party has
always supported women em-
powerment. My father (ex-CM
Biju Patnaik) had reserved 33
per cent of  the seats for women
in local elections, and I increased
it to 50 per cent.”

Patnaik said his party had
fielded women candidates in 33
per cent of  the Lok Sabha seats
in Odisha in the 2019 polls.

The BJD president also sup-
ported ‘one nation, one election’,
saying, “We have always wel-

comed it, we are prepared for it.”
Asked about his government’s

relationship with the Centre,
Patnaik said, “We have a cor-
dial relationship with the Centre.
Naturally, we want the develop-
ment of  our state and it’s im-
portant to have the Union gov-
ernment’s partnership in the
development.”

Patnaik said politics ‘need not
be dirty’ as it can be a great plat-
form for serving the people.

He said the Odisha govern-
ment has been dedicatedly work-
ing towards eradication of
poverty and all-round develop-
ment of  the state.

Patnaik claimed that Odisha has
been undergoing transformation
in different sectors while main-
taining its eternal values of  peace,
non-violence and social cohesion.

The CM claimed that Odisha’s
women now feel empowered, de-
livering strong leadership in the
society. “People of  our state are
more confident of  their future
now than they were ever before.
Peace, non-violence and social co-
hesion will remain our eternal
values as the roots of  our grow-
ing identity,” he said.

Blue light from smartphones linked to early puberty in males

NAVEEN HEAPS 
PRAISES ON MODI

Mob vandalises hosp after 5-yr-old girl’s death
THE INCIDENT TOOK PLACE IN BARI

AREA OF JAJPUR AFTER THE GIRL,
WHO WAS SUFFERING 

FROM FEVER, DIED

THE GIRL’S FATHER ALLEGED HER
DEATH TOOK PLACE AFTER A
DOCTOR AT THE MEDICAL FACILITY
ADMINISTERED AN INJECTION

EARLY PUBERTY FOR MOST CHILDREN
DOES NOT HAVE AN OBVIOUS CAUSE

SOMETIMES IT IS DUE TO GENETICS, OR
THERE IS A PROBLEM IN THE BRAIN, SUCH

AS AN INJURY OR TUMOUR, OR IN THE
THYROID, ADRENAL OR SEX GLANDS

THE RESEARCH, PRESENTED AT THE
ONGOING 61ST ANNUAL EUROPEAN

SOCIETY FOR PAEDIATRIC
ENDOCRINOLOGY MEETING IN THE HAGUE,

NETHERLANDS, SHEDS LIGHT ON HOW
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS, SUCH AS

SCREEN TIME, IMPACT EARLY PUBERTY
AND TESTICULAR TISSUE, WHICH COULD

EVENTUALLY LEAD TO FUTURE
PREVENTION STRATEGIES FOR CHILDREN

SCINTILLATING SHOW: Artistes perform during an event organised by Odia Language, Literature and Culture department to mark Nuakhai at Rabindra Mandap
in Bhubaneswar, Sunday PIC: BIKASH NAYAK   

SC judge bats for 
simple language
in legal profession
AGENCIES

New Delhi, Sept 24: Supreme
Court judge Justice Sanjiv
Khanna Sunday stressed the
need for using simple language
in the legal profession to enable
the citizens to take informed de-
cisions and avoid unintentional
violations.

Justice Khanna, speaking at
the valedictory session of
Inter national  Lawyers '
Conference organised by apex
Bar body Bar Council of  India,
said laws were meant to resolve
disputes, not become disputed
themselves.

He said the question of  sim-
plicity of  law, i.E., use of  lan-
guage that is understood by com-
mon man, required greater
attention.

"Is law required to be demys-
tified? Should law be a puzzle
that needs to be solved? Laws
are meant to resolve disputes, not
become disputed themselves.
Law should not be mystery to the
common man. Law is not writ-
ten as an edict meant for the
legal experts. They apply and
govern almost everything in our
daily lives and therefore use of
simple language is required.
This enables the citizens to take
informed decisions and avoid
unintentional violations. This
equally applies to our decisions
and judgements," he said.

Inaugurating the International
Lawyers' Conference here, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday said his government is
making sincere attempts to draft
laws in a simple manner and in
Indian languages to the maxi-
mum extent, asserting that the
language in which laws are writ-
ten and court proceedings con-
ducted play a key role in ensur-
ing justice.

"The common man should
consider the law as his own," he
said.

In his address on Sunday,
Justice Khanna noted that com-
mercialisation of  litigation and
legal professions were of  utmost
concern.

"Escalating cost of  litigation
exorbitant fees are formidable
barrier to access to justice to
ensure, and we must ensure that
the justice remains accessible
to all," Justice Khanna said.

As prime stakeholders of  the
profession, he said, it was im-
perative for the lawyers and
judges to introspect and ad-
dress the issue of  the declining
interest in litigation as a ca-
reer choice.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 24: Odisha
Pradesh Congress Committee
(OPCC) will launch a 20-day pa-
dayatra across the state from
Monday, its president Sarat
Patnaik said here Sunday.

During the  padayatra,
Congress activists will visit every
home in every panchayat and
apprise the people about the fail-
ure of  the BJP government at the
Centre and the BJD government
in the state on honouring the
promises they made to the peo-

ple, Patnaik said.
The OPCC president released

a leaflet listing the promises
made by both the governments,
and their failure to fulfil it as
well as the scams allegedly hap-
pened during the period.

He said though the BJD is in
power for more than two decades,
the state is passing through a
bad phase. Patnaik said simi-
larly, the promises made by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi have
been found to be false. The prices
of  commodities have skyrock-
eted, the prices of  petrol, diesel

and cooking gas has increased
by almost two times than what
it was in 2014.

The Congress leader said the
income of  the people has de-
creased due to demonetisation
and GST. More than 66 lakh
SMEs have been closed and over
six crore people in the country
have been pushed below the
poverty line.

The OPCC chief  said both the
BJD and the BJP governments
have no sincerity to strengthen
the youths, farmers, and women
economically.

20-day padayatra to start today: OPCC

Landslide hits train
services in Koraput

I rate the Modi government 8
out of 10 because of what he
has done for foreign policy
and also in various other
matters... Also there has

been less corruption in this
(BJP) government

NAVEEN PATNAIK I CHIEF MINISTER

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 24: Train
services were affected in the
Kothavasala-Kirandul line of
Waltair division of  East Coast
Railway (ECoR) Sunday due to a
huge landslide between Manabar
and Jarati stations in Odisha,
an official statement said.

The incident took place late
Saturday night and the debris
covered the tracks.

Restoration work is underway in
full swing and railway officials are
present at the spot, AK Tripathi,
Senior Divisional Commercial
Manager of the Waltair division said
in the statement. Several trains
were short-terminated due to the
incident. The Rourkela-Jagdalpur
Express, the Bhubaneswar-
Jagdalpur Hirakhand Express
and Visakhapatnam-Kirandul
Night Express were short-ter-
minated at Koraput.

Similarly,  Kirandul -
Visakhapatnam Passenger was
short-terminated at Jeypore,
while  Ja gdalpur-Howrah
Samaleswari Express will also be
short-terminated at Jeypore. 
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AFFIDAVIT
I, Gitanjali Kailash
Chandra Biswal, W/o
Kailas Chandra Biswal,
resident of  At/P.O.-
Mandia, P.S.- Patkura,
Dist.- Kendrapara, Pin-
754253, Odisha declare by
this Affidavit No.
60AA158160, Dt.1.8.2023
that now onwards I shal
be known as Gitanjali
Biswal for all future
purposes.

I, Kailash Chandra
Brundaban Biswal, S/o
Brundaban Biswal,
resident of  At/P.O.-
Mandia, P.S.- Patkura,
Dist.- Kendrapara, Pin-
754253, Odisha declare by
this Affidavit No.-
12AA885575, Dt.9.8.2023
that now onwards I shall
be known as Kailas
Chandra Biswal for all
future purposes.

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

Researchers have identified
rare gene variants that
cause male pattern hair

loss, also termed androgenetic
alopecia.

Male-pattern hair loss is the
most common form of  hair loss
in men, and is largely attribut-
able to hereditary factors.
Current treatment options and
risk prediction are suboptimal,
thus necessitating research into
the genetic underpinnings of
the condition.

To date, studies worldwide
have focused primarily on com-
mon genetic variants, and have
implicated more than 350 ge-
netic loci, in particular the an-
drogen receptor gene, which is
located on the maternally in-

herited X chromosome. 
In contrast, the contribution

to this common condition of
rare genetic variants has tradi-
tionally been assumed to be low.
However, systematic analyses
of  rare variants have been 
lacking.

“Such analyses are more chal-
lenging as they require large co-
horts, and the genetic sequences
must be captured base by base,
e.g., through genome or exome
sequencing of  affected individ-
uals,” explained first author
Sabrina Henne, doctoral student
at the Institute of  Human
Genetics at the University
Hospital of  Bonn (UKB) and the
University of  Bonn in Germany.

The statistical challenge lies

in the fact that these rare ge-
netic variants may be carried
by very few, or even single, in-

dividuals.
Among other methods, the

Bonn researchers used a type

of  sequence kernel association
test (SKAT), which is a popular
method for detecting associa-
tions with rare variants, as well
as GenRisk.

The research involved the
analysis of  genetic sequences
from 72,469 male UK Biobank
participants. 

Within this extensive data set,
Bonn geneticists examined rare
gene variants that occur in less
than one per cent of  the popu-
lation. Using modern bioinfor-
matic and statistical methods,
they found associations between
male-pattern hair loss and rare
genetic variants in the following
five genes: EDA2R, WNT10A,
HEPH, CEPT1, and EIF3F.

Prior to the analyses, EDA2R

and WNT10A were already con-
sidered candidate genes, based
on previous analyses of  com-
mon variants.

“Our study provides further ev-
idence that these two genes play
a role, and that this occurs
through both common and rare
variants,” explained Dr. Stefanie
Heilmann-Heimbach, who is a re-
search group leader at the
Institute of  Human Genetics. 

Similarly, HEPH is located in
a genetic region that has already
been implicated by common vari-
ants,  namely the
EDA2R/Androgen receptor, which
is a region that has consistently
shown the strongest association
with male-pattern hair loss in
past association studies. IANS

Rare gene variants linked to male hair loss identified

SKILLS ON WHEELS: Vehicles having tough time negotiating a potholed road at Bomikhal underpass in Bhubaneswar, Sunday OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 24: Another
wet spell is likely in the state
next week due to the formation
of  low pressure area over the
Bay of  Bengal (BoB), according
to the India Meteorological
Department forecast Sunday.
The low pressure area is likely
to cause a fresh cyclonic circu-
lation over the north Andaman
Sea and neighbourhood
September 29.

As a result, several places in
the state are likely to witness
light to moderate rainfall and
thundershowers during the en-
suing week. The regional Met
department has also issued yel-
low alerts for heavy rainfall
Monday and Tuesday in some
places of  Odisha.

In its latest bulletin, the
weather office has forecast the
formation of  a low-pressure area
over the north Andaman Sea
and adjoining east-central Bay

of  Bengal (BoB) during the sub-
sequent 24 hours under the in-
f luence  of  the  cyclonic  
circulation.

Thunderstorm with lightning
is very likely to occur at one or
two places in Balasore, Bhadrak,
Jajpur, Kendrapara, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur, Puri, Khurda,
Nayagarh, Ganjam, Gajapati,
Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, Angul,
Dhenkanal, Boudh, Kandhamal,
Malkangiri ,  Koraput  and
Rayagada district Monday, the
IMD said.

At the same time, rain is also
likely to occur in several parts
of  the state Tuesday.

“Thunderstorm with light-
ning is very likely to occur at
one or two places in Balasore,
Bhadrak, Jajpur, Kendrapara,
C u t t a c k ,  J a g a t s i n g h p u r,
Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, Angul,
D h e n k a n a l ,  B o u d h ,
Kandhamal, Khurda, Puri,
N ay a g a r h ,  G a n j a m  a n d
Gajapati,” the IMD said.

Yellow alerts for heavy
rainfall till Tuesday

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  Se pt  24 :
Bollywood actress Janhvi Kapoor
inaugurated Kalyan Jewellers’
new showroom here at Master
Canteen Sunday in presence of
CEO Sanjay Raghuraman. This
is the company’s fifth showroom
in Odisha.

Speaking at the event, Kapoor,
said, “I am delighted to be part
of  the launch celebrations today.
This magnificent showroom is
a testament to our unwavering
dedication to providing best-in-
class shopping experience.”

Kalyan Jewellers’ executive
director Ramesh Kalyanaraman
said, “As a company, we have
taken major strides towards en-
hancing the shopping experi-
ence. Celebrating the launch,
Kalyan Jewellers is offering 0
per cent making charges on half
the purchase value for customers
shopping for a minimum of  Rs
1 lakh. This limited period offer
is valid today and tomorrow.”

“Additionally, the Kalyan
Special Gold Board Rate, which
is the lowest in the market and
standardized across all company
showrooms, will apply, ensuring
a seamless and service- backed
shopping experience,” he said.

The jewellery retailed at
Kalyan Jewellers is all BIS hall-
marked and goes through mul-
tiple purity tests. Patrons will also
receive Kalyan Jewellers 4-Level
Assurance Certificate, free life-
time maintenance of  ornaments
and transparent exchange and
buy-back policies.

The company’s all-new show-

room offers Muhurat – the bridal
jewellery line curated from across
India. It also features Kalyan’s
popular house brands such as
Tejasvi (Polki jewellery), Mudhra
(Handcrafted Antique Jewellery),
Nimah (Temple Jewellery), Glo
(Dancing Diamonds), Ziah
(Soli taire - l ike  Diamond
Jewellery), Anokhi (Uncut
Diamonds), Apoorva (Diamonds
for Special Occasions), Antara
(Wedding Diamonds), Hera (Daily
Wear Diamonds), Rang (Precious
Stones Jewellery), and the re-
cently launched Lila (Coloured
Stones and Diamond Jewellery).

Kalyan Jewellers opens
outlet at Master CanteenPOST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 24: To
celebrate the talents of  the
state and their contribution to
different fields, the 9th edition
of  Showcase Odisha Awards
were organised in Hyderabad
Sunday. 

Accomplished individuals
from several fields were hon-
oured at this event managed
by Prelude. The awardees in-
cluded Aswini Kumar Acharya,
a renowned athlete, Reena Das,
a doctor celebrated for her con-
tributions to the field of  med-
icine, Mahesh Kumar Agrawal,
the co-founder and CEO of
Areteans, acknowledged for
his remarkable leadership and
entrepreneurial skills and
Sandip Patnaik, the senior
managing director of  JLL
India, recognised for his ex-
emplary contributions to the
corporate governance.

The 9th Edition of  Showcase
Odisha Awards introduced CSR
awards for the first time. These
awards were given to recog-
nize organizations that have
made CSR (corporate social re-
sponsibility) activities an in-
tegral part of  their commit-
ment to social responsibility.
For 2023, the CSR Awards were
presented to three organiza-
t i o n s :  O d i s h a  M i n i n g
Corporation (OMC), Paradeep
Phosphates Limited (PPL), and
Jindal Group for their com-
mitment to social responsibil-
i t y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  
development.

Four Odias feted 
for their talents 

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 24: On the
World Rivers Day, Regional
Science Centre here Sunday or-
ganised a seminar on maritime
security in collaboration with
‘Forum for River and Ocean
Scientists and Technologists’
(FROST). The seminar was fol-
lowed by a science quiz for stu-
dents of  City schools.

World Rivers Day, celebrated
every year September 24, aims
to increase public awareness
about ecological significance of
rivers and encourage improved
stewardship of  these water bod-
ies around the world. Because of
climate change, rivers in virtu-
ally all countries are facing an
array of  threats, lending more
importance to the day.

The seminar talk was delivered
by DIG Sanatan Jena of  Indian
Coast Guard, Paradeep to a group

of  audiences comprising of  stu-
dents and professionals. Captain
Naveen Sarma, advisor to JRG
Education Trust was the chair-
person for the event who dis-
cussed the challenges and se-
curity concerns for different
stakeholders involved in mar-
itime security. 

“The seminar highlighted as-
pects of  maritime security no-
tably piracy, smuggling, legal
framework, maritime coopera-
tion and coastal surveillance
network. SC Misra and Purnendu
Misra, president and vice pres-
ident of  FROST along with oth-
ers from Indian Navy shared
their views at the event,” said a
student present at the seminar.

The RSC project coordinator
Shri Kapil Jain expressed his
hope for organizing such pro-
grammes in the future to sensi-
tise City people about such crit-
ical issues.

RSC organises seminar 
on maritime security

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 24: A day
after the National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
(NAAC) awarded Fakir Mohan
University (FMU) in Balasore
an A’ grade in the second cycle
of  assessment, the Higher
Education department, in its so-
cial media account, shared that
the success of  FM University
serves as an example of  collab-
orative effort with resolution.

It said, “The department of
Higher Education’ strategic ini-
tiatives have been empowering
universities. The success of  FM
University serves as an example
of  this collaborative effort. With
resolution, FM University se-
cured an ‘A’ grade in NAAC cer-
tification, placing itself  at the pin-
nacle of  Odisha’s academic
landscape.”

The university has received
3.18 cumulative grade point av-
erage out of  4 which is so far
the highest GPA received by a
state public university under
the  Higher  Education 
department.

According to the NAAC cer-
tificate, the FMU received 3.2
grade points for curricular as-
pects, 3.43 for teaching learning
and evaluation, 2.44 for research,
innovations and extension, 3.65
for infrastructure and learning
resources, 3.67 for student sup-
port and progression, 2.98 for
governance, leadership and man-
agement and 3.78 for institu-
tional values and best practices.
The NAAC peer team visited the
FMU campus from September 12
to 14 for assessment.

NAAC awards ‘A’
grade to FM varsity

BIDDING ADIEU: People immersing Ganesh idol at an artificial pond near Purighat Devi Gada on the bank of Kathajodi
river in Cuttack, Sunday OP PHOTO

TPCODL advisory for safe connections
Bhubaneswar: To ensure safety and reliability during the festive season,
TP Central Odisha Distribution Limited (TPCODL) advised event
organizers and shopkeepers to obtain electrical connections only from
authorized personnel for Puja pandals and temporary shops. It said
unsafe and illegal electrical connections and installation is a risk 
to the public during festivals. In an unwavering pursuit of uninterrupted
and safe power supply, dedicated TPCODL teams will monitor and
maintain electricity provision at all pandals vigilantly.  
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Ke n d r ap a r a ,  S e p t  2 4 :
Kendrapara has an agrarian
economy. Nowadays, kharif
paddy is being cultivated here
widely, while in the past, during
this time of  the year, one could
see wide swathes of  white jute
and tossa jute cultivation.
However, jute farming is at an
all-time low this year in the
coastal district. 

The Jute Research Station at
Jajang a vi l la g e  under
Kendrapara Sadar block has
been lying neglected and is vir-
tually nonextant. Jute growers
are facing a double whammy as
the Agriculture department has
been lousy in providing seeds
and those available in the open
market are too costly, and do not
guarantee a good harvest. 

Harihar Behera, a farmer from
Jajanga village said the golden
fibre was once a popular cash
crop and the district had earned
a name for itself  in jute farming.
It kept the thriving agro-based
economy of  the region running.
The research station was es-
tablished in view of  the prom-
ising prospects and rising pop-
ularity of  jute cultivation among
the farmers. The scientists here
had even developed three new va-
rieties of  jute seed. Unfortunately,
now the research station is func-
tioning in just pen and paper,

he said.
The lackadaisical attitude of

the authorities, lack of  a policy
and its implementation in favour
of  jute cultivation and booming
polythene and plastic industry
are the reason why jute is losing
its position among the farmers. 

Barring a few farmers, many
have withdrawn from jute cul-
tivation as in the absence of  gov-
ernment sponsorship they need
to spend more to buy seeds from
the open market. As a result,
jute cultivation in the district
has dropped by 90 per cent this
year compared to last year, farm-
ers said.

Farmer leader Bidhu Bhusan
Mohapatra said jute cultivation
was carried out on 2,152 hectares
in 2005. It was extended to 8,000

hectares in 2010 as the climate
was conducive for the crop. This
prompted the state government
to establish a jute research cen-
tre on 46 acres at Jajanga on the
outskirts of  the town. The cen-
tre started developing various
types of  jute seeds following
which jute cultivation was ex-
tended to 14,000 hectares in 2014.

However, the centre has
stopped selling jute seeds to
farmers for last five-six years.
Farmers said the district re-
quires 30 quintals of  seeds for jute
cultivation annually but received
only two quintals of  seeds in
2018. That was the last time the
Centre provided seeds to farm-
ers. The sales counter at the re-
search centre has now stopped
selling jute seeds. Now, farmers

interested in jute cultivation
have to buy seeds from open
market at exorbitant prices, re-
sulting in a 90 per cent drop in
jute cultivation this year, the
farmer leader added. 

Haladhar Das of  Derabish
said farmers are turning away
from jute cultivation due to lack
of  government sponsorship. He
said the state and Centre have an-
nounced they would promote
jute sacks instead of  plastic
sacks to discourage plastic use.
However, despite a favourable
atmosphere for jute cultivation,
farmers have failed to get any
support. This has forced them to
take up cultivation of  other
crops, he said. 

Niranjan Parida, a farmer
from Kansar panchayat who has
cultivated jute on 12 acres this
year, said the soil in Kendrapara
district is ideal for jute cultiva-
tion. Earlier, he was earning
good amount by transporting
his harvest to Kolkata. However,
things have changed as he was
forced to buy jute seeds from
the open market as seeds were
not available with the Agriculture
department. Saraswati Samal
of  Paripangara village said a
jute-based industry was man-
aged by 60 women self  help
groups here. Now, they purchase
jute from outside due to scant
availability of  the fibre in the
local market.

Kendrapara yearns for ‘golden fibre’ era
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Kendrapara, Sept 24: Two peo-
ple were admitted to hospital
with critical injuries and a house
was torched at Janrabarimula vil-
lage under Sadar police station
in this district after a group
clash ensued during Ganesh idol
immersion procession.

Police said the critically in-
jured duo Subrata Bal and
Siddhartha Bal were admitted to
SCB Medical  Col le g e  and
Hospital in Cuttack Saturday
night. Both sides have lodged
two separate complaints against
each other in the police station.

While Kusuma in an FIR al-
leged that some youths of  the
vi l la g e  at tacked her  son
Aniruddha while he was re-
turning to his home. The youths
followed him, assaulted her
daughter-in-laws, daughter and
minor granddaughters. They
torched her house and property
worth lakhs was damaged in the
fire, as per her complaint.

A counter FIR was lodged by
Monika Khuntia alleging that
while her husband was standing
on the village road, Aniruddha
abused him by saying why he
was standing on the road.

The matter was resolved on the
spot after some villagers inter-
vened. But later Aniruddha with
three of  his family members as-
saulted her family members by
pelting stones.

In the attack, her husband
Subrata and a fellow villager
Siddhartha sustained critical
injuries and were undergoing
treatment at SCB medical college
and hospital.

Meanwhile, Sadar police have
registered cases and started an
inquiry.
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Sambalpur, Sept 24: ESKEYN
Ventures & Indus Capital, a USA-
based firm, has committed to
give $2 million (approximately
Rs 16.61 crore) to the incubation
centre of  IIM Sambalpur to pro-
mote start-ups and entrepre-
neurship.

Sushant Kumar, founder and
principal of  ESKEYN Ventures,
made this announcement at a
function organised to celebrate
the ninth foundation day of  IIM
Sambalpur Saturday.

Kumar underscored the vital
role of  confidence in early in-
vestors like Ram Shriram, who
was the first investor in Google
and supported Larry Page and
Sergey Brin, even during the
company’s unprofitable years.

Committing funding of  $2 mil-
lion for the centre, he assured that
the project’s implementation
would commence shortly.

Virtually addressing on this oc-
casion, Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan praised
the alliances and partnerships
that IIM Sambalpur has formed
with businesses like India
Accelerator, SIDBI, and Flipkart,
while highlighting their im-
portance in fostering entrepre-
neurs and assisting the liveli-
hoods of  local weavers and

craftsmen.
He urged the students to use

innovation, inclusivity, and in-
tegrity - the three pillars of  IIM
Sambalpur- as their compass
points in all their activities.

Stating that IIM Sambalpur
had given them the knowledge
and abilities necessary for pro-
fessional success, Pradhan urged
them to constantly remember
their greater purpose, strive for
excellence, give back to society,
and uphold the values that will
cause India to become a devel-
oped country by 2047.

Established September 23,
2015, IIM Sambalpur has carved
a niche among the top IIMs, said
IIM Sambalpur director Mahadeo
Jaiswal.

The vision of  IIM Sambalpur
is to nurture responsible leaders
with an entrepreneurial mind-
set and core values centered
around innovation, inclusive-
ness, and integrity, he said.

IIM Sambalpur to get $2mn
funds for incubation centre

RAJESH MOHANTY, OP

Rourkela, Sept 24: The ongoing
Ganesh Mahotsav of  Rajgangpur
is one-of-its-kind in the whole
state because of  the sheer mag-
nitude of  the celebration given
the size of  the city. More than 400
individual and community pan-
dals here are worshipping the ele-
phant God for seven days this
year. 

What really makes the entire
celebration unique is the prasad
that is offered to the devotees
thronging the pandals. Over 80
to 100 committees offer prasad
to the devotees throughout the
festival and no menu is repeated
for more than two days. The of-

ferings are interestingly of  two
kinds, the usual sweet and the
salty, which is a rarity. 

Among sweet offerings, the
menu is usual such as gulab
jamun, ladu, peda, bundi, malpua,
imarti, thekua and others de-
pending on the decision of  the
committee. In the salty category,
however, pav bhaji, alu chop,
pakudi, dahibara and ghuguni,
rice and dalma, kachodi, chhole
and others. 

Over 10-15 chefs would remain
busy throughout the seven days
of  celebration. “Over 10 tonne of
prasad is prepared and distrib-
uted at some of  the major pan-
dals every day. There is no use
of  onion and garlic in the salty
items,” said Shiv Agarwal, a res-
ident of  Rajgangpur.

Some of  the oldest and largest
pujas are held by Sarbajanik
Ganesh Puja Committee, YB
Association, Renchol Club, Sidhi
Vinayak Puja Committee, Shiva
Hind Club and Starlight Club.
“Every day we receive devotees
in large numbers and this year

kachodi, rice and dalma seem
to be the first choice amongst
the visitors. We have served
prasad to over 10,000 visitors to
our pandal,” said Sunil Agarwal
of  Starlight Committee. Another
member of  the YB Association
said, “Our sweet dishes remained
in demand and we served more
than 20 tonne of  sweets.” 

Visitors enjoyed the food fes-
tival and savoured almost all
the delicacies served at the pan-
dals. A visitor from Raigarh in

Chhattisgarh said, “I have been
to many places and seen many
celebrations but this is just
unique and nowhere have I seen
such a food festival in my life. All
must come and at least enjoy
the atmosphere and the food at
least once in their lifetime.” 

Another lady Rasika Duggal
from Manoharpur in Jharkhand
said, “I never miss a chance to
come here during Ganesh Puja.
My sole attraction remains the
food festival. This is just out of

the world.” 
Most of  the pandal hoppers

don’t cook for the entire period
during the celebration, the din-
ner especially. “This year the
puja is being held for seven days
and we have cooked just one day
at home so far. On the rest of
the days, pandal food has kept my
family’s tummy full,” said one
person. 

September rain could not
dampen the festive spirit. Over
a few lakh people have so far

visited the Cement City. A busi-
nessman said, “I believe this
year only during the Ganesh
Puja the business would be to the
tune of  over Rs 5 crore.” The
crowd has turned up in record
numbers this year as there is
no restriction either by the au-
thorities or in the mind about
Covid-19. 

What makes this celebration
stand out from pujas being held
elsewhere in the state is the pop-
ulation. “Our city has a popu-
lation of  just over 50,000, but
look at the massive size of  the cel-
ebration. You have more than
400 individual and community
pujas here. The immersion will
take place September 26,” Kamal
Agarwal, chairman of  the puja
committees, said.

With the passage of  time,
the scenario of  entertainment
has changed. Earlier, it was
Ram Lila, Krishna Lila or cin-
ema being shown at different
pandals. Now, it is time for
DJ, orchestra and dance com-
petitions.

Massive food fest marks Ganesh Puja fete at Rajgangpur
Most of the pandal 

hoppers don’t cook food 
at home, the dinner 

especially, for the entire
period during Ganesh

Puja celebration

Two critically injured
in group clash during
immersion procession
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Paradip/Kolkata, Sept 24:
Effectiveness of  the coastal se-
curity mechanism along the
coasts of  West Bengal and Odisha
was validated through a two-
day-long exercise ‘Sagar Kavach’
held off  the coast near Paradip
that ended Friday.

The exercise was conducted by
the Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
in conjunction with the Indian
Navy, Army Air Defence College
Gopalpur, Marine and State po-
lice forces of  West Bengal and
Odisha, CISF, Integrated Test
Range Proof  and Experimental
Establishment Chandipur, Forest
and Fisheries departments, cus-
toms, ports in both states, light-
houses, immigration depart-
ments and intelligence agencies,
both central and state.

“Such exercises are essential
to evaluate threats emanating
from seaward in the present geo-
political scenario and validate ex-
isting Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) of  all stake-
holders. The exercise was also im-
portant to check the efficacy of
layered security arrangements.
Air-surveillance and deep-sea
patrolling is carried out by ICG
aircraft and larger vessels. Close-
coast patrolling is done by ICG

interceptor boats as well as ves-
sels of  the marine police, CISF,
Customs and forest department,”
a senior ICG official from Coast
Guard Headquarters Region
North East said.

Participants were divided into
Red and Blue Teams. Members
of  the Red or ‘attack’ team were
to act as anti-national elements
and infiltrate into the coastal
area while Blue Team members

established coastal security sur-
veillance. Ships, patrol boats
and aircraft of  ICG, Indian Navy,
Border Security Force, marine
police, CISF and Customs were
deployed at sea while land-forces
maintained watch on shore. The
exercise checked the alertness of
personnel and the state of  their
equipment to check any incur-
sion by non-state actors. There
was a seamless flow of  commu-
nications between all levels.

Real time threats were simu-
lated. This included unautho-
rised access of  vessels at sea by
using commandeered fishing
boats, capture of  high value tar-
gets, port security, hostage crises
and infiltration through creeks.
Such exercises have become
mandatory after the 2008 Mumbai
terror strike.

‘Sagar Kavach’ strengthens
synergy in coastal security

Ships, patrol boats and
aircraft of ICG, Indian
Navy, BSF, marine police,
CISF and Customs were
deployed at sea while
land-forces maintained
watch on shore

RESCUE ACT: A snake helpline member rescues a 12-foot-long King Cobra which had swallowed a 6-foot-long Cobra from a house at Badakhaman village under
Udala forest division in Mayurbhanj district, Sunday  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Samabalpur, Sept 24: Five
ar med miscreants Sunday
barged into Mandhata Baba
Jewellers situated along side
NH-55 at Maneswar Chowk
under Sadar police limits in
Sambalpur district and allegedly
looted jewellery worth Rs 25
l a k h  i n  b ro a d  d ay  l i g h t .
Eyewitnesses said they threat-
ened the staff  and customers
present in the shop on gunpoint
and looted gold and silver jew-
ellery from the store. 

Sources said, five unidenti-
fied persons entered the jew-

ellery store in the guise of  cus-
tomers around 10:40am in the
morning and looted the shop on
gun point. All of  them were
wearing helmets and speaking
in Odia among each other. Within
a short span they committed the
crime and fled from the spot on
two bikes.

Informed, police reached the
spot and scanned the CCTV
footage. All the accused and their
criminal act have been captured
in CCTV camera of  the show-
room. Five teams of  police have
been formed and very soon the
accused will be captured, the
police said.

Armed men loot jewellery shop
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Santiniketan/Balasore, Sept
24: A day after being kidnapped
from his rented accommodation
in West Bengal’s Birbhum dis-
trict, the Myanmarese PhD stu-
dent of  Visva-Bharati University
was rescued from Talsari area of
Balasore district Saturday.

12 people were arrested on the
charge of  the abduction which,
prima facie, has a connection
with some illegal business, SP Raj
Narayan Mukherjee said with-
out elaborating.

“CCTV footage and mobile

tower location helped us find the
victim within almost 30 hours of
his abduction. The man is fine
physically,” he told a press con-
ference.  The 30-year-old
Myanmarese, identified as
Pannacara, was rescued from
Talsari beach in Balasore dis-
trict, a few kilometres from Digha
town in West Bengal’s Purba
Medinipur district. He was ab-
ducted from his rented accom-

modation at Indira Palli locality
of  Bolpur outside the Santiniketan
campus of  the central university
Thursday afternoon.

Two cars were used in the ab-
duction and both were recov-
ered. The phone of  the victim was
also recovered from the arrested
people. The student was kept at
a hotel in Talsari but he was res-
cued from the beach, he said.

Pannacara, who hailed from
Yangon region of  the neigh-
bouring country, has been
d o i n g  h i s  P h D  a t  t h e
Department of  Sanskrit, Pali
and Prakrit since 2016.

Abducted Myanmarese rescued Youth held for rape
attempt on minor 
Kendrapara: Rajnagar police have
apprehended a youth on the
charges of attempting to rape a
minor girl at Gosigaon Road.
Pattamundai SDPO Khyamasagar
Panda said the youth Babuji Sethi
would be produced before the court
Monday. Police swung into action
after the father of the girl lodged an
FIR. As per the FIR, the accused
abducted the girl while she was
returning home from the market
last night and attempted to rape her
at a lonely place. The local people
rushed to the spot and rescued the
girl when she screamed for help.
They also overpowered the youth
and handed him over to police.

The Visva-Bharati 
student was rescued
from Talsari beach 
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T he US is surfeit with impeachments of  its Presidents – past and
present. After former President Donald Trump went through the
motions of  two consecutive impeachments, it now seems to be

the turn of  President Joe Biden to face the prospect of  an impeachment
for alleged misdemeanour on his part and corruption by his son Hunter
Biden. House Speaker Kevin McCarthy announced a few days back that
he was directing the chamber he runs to open an impeachment inquiry
into President Biden. He claimed GOP investigations suggest corrup-
tion, abuse of  power and obstruction of  justice. 

What is astounding is the fact that investigations, so far, have been
unable to unearth concrete evidence to prove the charges against
President Biden and wrong business dealings of  his son. Hence, observers
suspect the Republicans’ desperation to impeach Biden may boomerang
on the party and damage the prospect of  its Presidential candidate in
the election 13 months away.

Impeachment by the House of  Representatives is the first step in a
formal process to remove a president - or other senior executive or ju-
dicial official - from office. It requires a simple majority vote in the cham-
ber to trigger a trial in the US Senate, where a two-thirds majority is
necessary for conviction and removal.  Trump was impeached twice
when Democrats controlled the House - over Ukraine in 2019 and the
January 6 Capitol riot in 2021 - but was acquitted by the Senate on both
occasions. The impeachments met such a fate because the Democrats
could not muster the numbers – two-thirds majority-- in the Senate. Similar
fate probably awaits the impeachment move this time against Biden
since his party – the Democrats – have more numbers than the
Republicans in the Senate.

McCarthy claims he found ‘credible’ allegations against the President
and his son. He accused Biden of  lying about knowledge of  his son's
business dealings and said that Biden family members had received
millions of  dollars in payments from shell companies and that trans-
actions had been flagged as questionable by the US Treasury Department.
The Biden administration has been accused of  giving the President’s
family and associates special treatment during its investigations into
possible criminal violations. However, Republicans have not found
concrete evidence of  misconduct by PoTUS till date.

The question is why the Speaker has cleared the first step to im-
peachment when credible evidence is lacking. One explanation could
be the fact that the ultra-right faction in the Republican Party is goad-
ing him to provide them with the campaign material against Biden, es-
pecially when Trump had faced impeachment proceedings twice. In other
words, it is simple political arm twisting. They want to tarnish Biden’s
image and hope to reap electoral dividends out of  it. McCarthy wilted
under their pressure since he holds his position by a wafer-thin ma-
jority with the help of  these very same Republicans.

The Biden team has swung into action to slam McCarthy’s im-
peachment announcement. It has told the national media that House
Republicans have been investigating the President for nine months and
they have turned up no evidence of  wrongdoing.  Only three US pres-
idents have been impeached in history - Andrew Johnson in 1868, Bill
Clinton in 1998 and Donald Trump twice. None was convicted by the
Senate because of  the clause of  approval by two-thirds members.
Democrats currently have a 51-49 majority in the Senate, virtually en-
suring that any Biden impeachment referral from the House will meet
a similar fate.

It would be naive to think that the Republicans are not aware of  the
tremendous risk of  trying to impeach Biden without tangible evidence.
This may even help Biden improve his ratings by creating the impres-
sion that his adversaries have stooped too low to hit him below the belt.
The latter may also try to impress the electorate that Biden is no angel.
After all, elections these days are more about perceptions among the vot-
ers than the actual performance or non-performance of  a government. 

I t all began with daredevilry.
Bindeshwar Pathak, a tiny
toddler of  seven wondered

why the thin little woman, who
came through the backdoor, was
called untouchable. He wondered
why his grandmother sprinkled
holy Ganga water over the floor
where the woman had walked,
and was told she had polluted
it. So, one day, he dared to touch
her saree, to see what would hap-
pen to his body. They called in the
Pandit; he said Bindeshwar must
be banished. His mother inter-
vened to save him from that but
the rest of  the remedy was almost
as terrible. He had to plunge into
cold Ganga water and drink a
mixture of  milk, ghee, curd, cow
urine, and cow dung to purify
himself. His grandmother mixed
it up fiercely and forced it down
him. Later, he learned the reason
for it. The poor, creeping woman
belonged to the Valmiki com-
munity, the lowest in the caste hi-
erarchy.

In 1950, untouchability was
banned in India. Article 17 of
the Constitution made “practice
in any form forbidden” and “pun-
ishable.” But it continued be-
cause most Indians who had toi-
lets in their homes had pits that
needed cleaning. So began

Bindeshwar’s obsession with
sanitation, which soon became
a mission. If  Indians had proper
flush toilets, they could clean
themselves. Liberation of  scav-
engers had been Mahatma
G a n d h i ’s  d re a m .  I n  1 9 7 0 ,
Bindeshwar set up Sulabh
Shauchalaya, meaning acces-
sible toilet. The key to every-
thing was his cheap pour-flush
toilet, essentially a sieve-like
clay-lined pit, flushable with
only a litre of  water. 

A student of  Sociology de-
signed it in 1969; in 1973 a local
town in Bihar ordered two
demonstration models for the
municipal compound. They
caught on. By 2020, 110 million
had been installed across the
country. In 1974 Bindeshwar built
India’s first public lavatory, with
48 seats, urinals, and 20 bath-
rooms. When it opened in Patna
at the height of  the JP Movement
against corruption, 500 people
used it on the first day. Soon al-
most any bus stand, railway sta-
tion, or market had its own
Sulabh Shauchalaya; around 20
million use them each day. The
revenue subsidised smaller com-
munity toilets out in the villages
and toilets in schools, which en-
couraged girls to attend. 

The success story of  Sulabha
Shauchalaya has born in a strug-
gle. Shortly after university,
Bindeshwar spent three months
among scavengers in the town of
Bettiah, enduring with them the
stench, humiliation, and filth
that leaked into his hair. His
family was appalled by his pe-
culiar, shameful obsession; his
father-in-law disowned him. He
ran out of  funds to build toilets
and had to sell his wife’s orna-
ments to keep going; much like
Satyajit Ray did to complete his
magnum opus “Pather Panchali”
depicting the angst of  rural life
lyrically.  

Bindeshwar wrote a wonder-
ful autobiography “Road to
Freedom” (2000) based on 20 years
of  research and fieldwork. It’s a
seminal piece of  work on scav-
enging, its sources, history, and
geographical spread. He resolved
to take action not out of  sympa-
thy for scavengers but in the firm
belief  that scavenging is a de-
humanising practice that would
have a destructive impact on
modern Indian society. Despite
having a preventive Manual
Scavenging Act, 2013 it is indeed
sad that this abhorrent practice
is still in vogue. As per a reply in
Parliament, 43,497 people are still

engaged in manual scavenging,
with 97.7% of  them belonging
to Scheduled Caste. Although
dry pit toilets were banned in
India in 1993, two decades later
9.6 million were still hand emp-
tied in India. As per the NFHS V
survey findings, a fifth of  the
population still defecated in the
open. Only 52% of  rural and
urban households in the lowest
wealth quintiles have access to
toilets. This is in a country that
has landed on the Moon and is
aiming to go to Mars.

Yet Bindeshwar was always
optimistic and confident things
would improve. Like Dr Martin
Luther King Jr., the visionary,
he hoped one day all Indians,
united in cleanliness, would wor-
ship together, dine together, fetch
water from the same well, and
bathe in the same pond. Even
the likes of  his grandmother
would sit with the people they had
thought filthy, and apply no Ganga
water afterwards. Bindeshwar
serendipitously died on India’s
seventy-sixth Independence Day,
resolutely fighting to free hapless
scavengers from the scourge of
humiliation. 

The writer teaches
Constitutional Law.

AXIS OF OUTCASTS
R

ussian President
Vladimir Putin had ob-
vious reasons for host-
ing North Korean dic-

tator Kim Jong-un at Vostochny,
Russia’s new spaceport in east-
ern Siberia, this month. Owing
to his illegal war of  aggression
in Ukraine, Putin is running
low on both friends and am-
munition.

The Vostochny spaceport has
a troubled history. Intended to
replace the Baikonur facility
in Kazakhstan, its construction
was plagued by repeated delays
and allegations of  corruption
and mismanagement. Now, it
is rarely used – though it did
launch the high-profile Luna-
25 mission that crashed into the
moon recently.

Russian-North Korean rela-
tions have a similar backstory.
Once upon a time, the bond be-
tween the Kremlin and the Kim
regime was tight. After all, com-
munist North Korea was es-
sentially a Soviet creation, and
it relied heavily on Soviet sup-
port for decades. But following
the collapse of  the Soviet Union,
Russian leaders saw more to
gain by developing relations
with booming South Korea. The
Kremlin effectively switched
sides, joining the (unsuccess-
ful) international effort to pre-
vent the Hermit Kingdom from
developing nuclear weapons.

Now the situation has changed
once again. Putin’s attempt to
erase Ukraine from the map of
Europe has made Russia an in-
ternational pariah – just like
North Korea. Most of  the world’s
developed economies have
signed on to comprehensive
sanctions against Russia, and the
United  Nations  General
Assembly has issued several
resolutions condemning Putin’s
war of  aggression. The very
few countries that have sided
with Russia constitute an in-
ternational rogues’ gallery:
Eritrea, Syria, Nicaragua,
Belarus, Mali, and – of  course
– North Korea.

Meanwhile, many countries

that have abstained from these
UN votes have increasingly
made known their objections
to Putin’s war. At the recent
G20 summit in New Delhi, for ex-
ample, the final joint declaration
included a clear affirmation of
the principle of  territorial in-
tegrity – an obvious reference
to Russian aggression and the
Kremlin’s misbegotten strategic
objectives.

Putin expected a quick vic-
tory when he launched his war
in February 2022, but Russian
forces have since lost roughly
half  of  what they captured dur-
ing the initial invasion. After
nearly 600 days, they are bogged
down and struggling to defend
themselves against an inde-
pendent, democratic Ukrainian
polity that is determined to de-
fend its freedom.

Under these conditions, where
Putin needs every friend he can
get, North Korea is suddenly

back in the Kremlin’s favour.
With its thoroughly militarised
society and abundant stocks of
old Soviet-standard artillery
ammunition, Kim’s regime looks
like a lifeline for Russia’s flail-
ing war effort.

Putin therefore had little
choice but to roll out the red
carpet for the North Korean dic-
tator. Though the details of  the
Vostochny dealmaking will re-
main undisclosed, it is safe to as-
sume that Russia will get am-
munition in exchange for
various essentials that North
Korea desperately needs, not
least food and energy. Beyond
that, there has also been talk
of  Russia assisting North Korea
in developing and deploying
satellites, an area where it has
been singularly unsuccessful.

Whatever the details, there
can be little doubt that the deal
violates  the UN Security
Council’s sanctions against

North Korea, which were orig-
inally put in place with Russian
support. In claiming that the
North Korea sanctions regime
is a UN matter, not a Russian one,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov is being dishonest in
the extreme.

We are witnessing the emer-
gence of  an axis of  outcasts:
countries united in their will-
ingness to violate international
law by starting wars, developing
nuclear weapons, and violating
sanctions. This list also includes
Iran, where Russia has been ac-
quiring kamikaze drones with
which to attack Ukrainian cities
and civilians.

But make no mistake: reach-
ing out to a country like North
Korea is a sign of  profound
weakness. China and India
might not openly condemn
Russian aggression, but nor
have they endorsed it or done
much to help Putin’s war effort
(other than purchasing Russian
hydrocarbons). And whatever
support Belarus, Eritrea, Syria,
or Mali are capable of  offering,
it will not help the Kremlin
achieve the aims of  its “special
military operation” in Ukraine.

Nonetheless, these outcasts,
driven by desperation, will
deepen their cooperation, in-
troducing new risks to regional
stability and the global order. For
example, if  Russia furnishes
North Korea with the tech-
nologies it needs to advance its
missile or nuclear programmes,
it is bound to have repercus-
sions for Northeast Asian se-
curity.

Russia and North Korea may
be failing in their space efforts.
But their sanctions-busting and
rule-breaking here on Earth are
sure to have a destabilising ef-
fect on the international order.

The writer was Sweden’s
Foreign Minister from 2006
to 2014 and Prime Minister
from 1991 to 1994, when he

negotiated Sweden’s 
EU accession. 
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FOCUS

Russian arms deals with North Korea and Iran
point to the emergence of a new axis of 

outcasts: countries united in their willingness
to violate international law and ignore United

Nations sanctions. Driven by desperation, these
pariahs pose a threat to regional and global
stability that should not be underestimated 

Impeachments Galore
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To hope for a true change of
human life without a change of
human nature is an irrational and
unspiritual proposition.

SRI AUROBINDO

MAKE NO 
MISTAKE:

REACHING OUT
TO A COUNTRY

LIKE NORTH
KOREA IS A SIGN

OF PROFOUND
WEAKNESS 

Carl Bildt 

WISDOM CORNER
Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do
are in harmony.

MAHATMA GANDHI

To live is the rarest thing in the world. Most people exist, that is all.
OSCAR WILDE

I am not what happened to me, I am what I choose to become.
C.G. JUNG

GEOPOLITICS

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

DESPITE HAVING A
PREVENTIVE

MANUAL
SCAVENGING ACT,

IT IS INDEED SAD
THAT THIS 

ABHORRENT 
PRACTICE IS STILL

IN VOGUE 

Satya Narayan Misra

Biscuit gangs

Sir, Drugging train passengers and robbing them of  their
valuables is an old modus operandi practiced by notorious
gangs. Some passengers of  Vasco-Hazrat Nizamuddin Express
were relieved of  their cash and mobiles after being targeted
by a gang in Londa near Belagavi in Karnataka the other day.
The activities of  the infamous “biscuit gang” are fresh in mem-
ory where gullible travellers were targeted with biscuits
laced with drugs. The effects of  a few drugs are so severe that
a couple of  passengers do not regain consciousness for
hours only to find their valuables stolen. These gangs, some-
times, appear suave and sophisticated with children in tow
to give a “family touch” to them. An alert passenger should
have a keen eye to spot something fishy. These gangs are on
the prowl when it’s festival season in India when trains are
packed to their capacity. Unreserved compartments are the
favourites of  some gangs. Loud speaker announcement and
monitoring by RPF and GRP personnel are essential.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

Symbol of hope 

Sir, The devastating fires that swept through Maui last month left the
community in a state of  terror. The flames mercilessly consumed homes,
businesses, and even cultural landmarks, notably claiming the historic
town of  Lahaina and its century-old banyan tree. Nearly 3,000 struc-
tures were either damaged or reduced to ashes, and tragically, the fires
claimed the lives of  approximately 115 people. Amid the desolation,
a beacon of  hope has emerged in the form of  the resilient banyan tree.
Though scarred by the inferno, this venerable tree has displayed re-
markable strength by sprouting fresh green leaves. The banyan tree,
originally native to India and Southeast Asia but introduced to Hawaii
in the 19th century, is renowned for its unique growth pattern with
aerial roots descending from branches to create expansive canopies.
These trees possess an astonishing ability to rebound even after fac-
ing fire damage or human intervention, regenerating from cuttings
or seeds dispersed by nature. The revival of  the banyan tree stands
as a powerful symbol of  hope, demonstrating that in the wake of  dev-
astation, there is always potential for rejuvenation and growth.

Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH
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Salvaging the scavengers
SPECTRUM SOCIETY

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

1066:   English army under King Harold II defeat invading Norwegians led
by King Harald Hardrada in the Battle of Stamford Bridge. Harold and his
brother Tostig, were both killed. The battle took place at the village of
Stamford Bridge, East Riding of Yorkshire, in England. Less than three weeks
after Stamford Bridge, on 14 October 1066, the English army was decisively
defeated and King Harold II fell in action at the Battle of Hastings, beginning
the Norman conquest of England, a process facilitated by the heavy losses
amongst the English military commanders.

1844:   Canada defeats USA by 23 runs in the first cricket international
match at the grounds of the St George’s Cricket Club in Manhattan, NYC

1878:   British physician Dr. Charles Drysdale warns against the use of
tobacco in a letter to The Times newspaper in one of the earliest public
health announcements on the dangers of smoking. In the letter he wrote:
“I think that the use of tobacco is one of the most evident of all the
retrograde influences of our time...The use of tobacco is one of the most
evident of all the retrograde influences of our time. It invades all classes,
destroys social life, and is turning, in the words of Mantegazza, the whole
of Europe into a cigar divan.”

1944:   Operation Market Garden ends in Allied failure as the last British
and Polish paratroopers are evacuated from Oosterbeek, near the town of
Arnhem. It was an Allied military operation during the Second World War
fought in the German-occupied Netherlands. Its objective was to create a
103 km salient into German territory with a bridgehead over the Nederrijn
(Lower Rhine River), creating an Allied invasion route into northern
Germany. This was to be achieved by two sub-operations: seizing nine
bridges with combined US and British airborne forces (Market) followed by
British land forces swiftly following over the bridges (Garden).

LOL

JOB INTERVIEW

Reaching the end of a job
interview, the Human Resources

Officer asks a young engineer fresh
out of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, “And what starting salary
are you looking for?” 
The engineer replies, “In the region of
$125,000 a year, depending on the
benefits package.” 
The interviewer inquires, “Well, what
would you say to a package of five
weeks vacation, 14 paid holidays, full

medical and dental, company
matching retirement fund to 50 per
cent of salary, and a company car
leased every two years, say, a red
Corvette?” 
The engineer sits up straight and
says, “Wow! Are you kidding?” 
The interviewer replies, “Yeah, but
you started the joke.”
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Irshalwadi, Sept 24: The night-
mare of  a landslide that buried
an entire village and the dread
of  watching a mammoth boulder
on an unstable slope, fearing
every day that it will roll down
and kill them all.

That’s how it is for thousands
of  people in Maharashtra’s
Raigad area, even two months
after 84 people were killed when
the hillside around Irshalwadi vil-
lage literally crumbled on the
July 19 night of  incessant, heavy
rain.  

The trauma lives on – for those
in Irshalwadi who escaped and
live in makeshift container
homes just down the road and for
those in other villages around.
Climate change, say experts and
long-time residents, has come
to their doorstep with extreme
weather events that have led to
hillsides getting increasingly
fragile and maybe dangerous.

According to  Prakash
Gajbhiye, director, Geological
Survey of  India (GSI), Pune,
rainfall has almost remained
the same but the span has re-
duced and intensity of  precipi-
tation increased. 

“When there are high (heavy)
rains in a shorter span, satura-
tion of  soil and rocks leads to sud-
den landslides. This is exacer-
bated by manmade activities
like deforestation, slope cutting
for construction of  roads, houses
and agricultural fields and chang-
ing natural drainage that re-

sults in defor-
mation of  slope
forming mate-
rial and this
triggers land-
slides,” he ex-
plained.

As  exper ts
analyse broad trends,
the villagers of  the hill dis-
trict of  Raigad cope with their
uncertain today and unknown to-
morrow, wondering off  and when
they will have to move.

On the face of  it, Manisha
Yashwant Dore’s temporary
home in a container close to the
Irshadgad fort is better equipped
-- there are two fans, decent floor-
ing, cooking gas and tap water. 

Dore, who lost seven mem-
bers of  her family, including her

18-year-old daughter,
survived the mas-
sive landslide on
July 19. And realises
that nothing can

ever replace their
lives in the hill village

of  Irshalwadi.
“Although it was an ar-

duous climb of  an hour from
the approach road to Irshalwadi,
life was good when we lived up
there. We did not need fans, we
drew water from our well and we
ate vegetables we grew and also
the ones we got from the forest,”
she said.

Dore’s voice trailed off  and
her eyes welled up with tears. The
memory of  her  daughter
Kanchan crying for help comes
back to haunt her. Her brother

who had come as a guest that
night, her mother-in-law, step
mother-in-law, father-in-law,
brother-in-law and sister-in-law
also died.  

The July 19 landslide sealed the
fate of  the men and women of
Irshalwadi. Questions loom large
for many thousands living in
the tribal area – should they stay
on in their villages, home for
many generations, or is a move
to safer areas inevitable.

There is an increasing feel-
ing that they might just have to
leave their homes to move to
safety.

On a nearby hill is the tribal
hamlet of  Changewadi, just
below the Sondaigad hill. During
the monsoons, the hill is pock-
marked with scores of  small wa-
terfalls. It makes for great pic-
tures. But villagers fear that the
ground beneath a massive boul-
der, some 25-30 feet in height
and 40-50 feet in width, is being
eroded. And the boulder might
come crashing down.

They have demanded that the
boulder be removed. 

People in Changewadi are part
of  the Thakar tribe and work
as daily wage labourers at hill sta-
tion Matheran, or nearby Karjat
and Khalapur towns.  

Echoing the sentiments of
many villagers in the area, 28-
year-old Khadke said he does
not want to leave but wondered
if  they had any choice in the
matter.

The story is repeated in village
after village.

In Tadwadi, another tribal
hamlet close by, land adjoining
a hillock has sunk at many places
leading to the creation of  cracks.
In Beedkhurd, villagers last
month passed a resolution urg-
ing the government to shift them
to safer places. 

Irsahalwadi is not the only
hamlet to be buried. In 2021,
Tailye village in Raigad, 87 peo-
ple were killed in a landslide.

The Geological Survey of
India, he said, has suggested
that six villages in Raigad be
permanently shifted. These are
Ambe Shivthar,  Wakan
Dhamnichiwadi,  Kudpan,
Chandke, Kamthe and Kamthe
Fauzdarwadi.

According to the rainfall data
obtained from the state govern-
ment, July witnessed the heav-
iest precipitation from 2000 to
2022. In 2017, Raigad recorded
11 heavy rainfall events, followed
by 27 in 2019, seven in 2020, 11 in
2021 and 14 in 2022. 

The Deccan plateau is made up
of  basalt rock. Explaining the ge-
ological factor behind more land-
slides in Raigad district, he added
that lava flows which resulted in
formation of  the rocks in Raigad
are different and support more
weathering and formation of
overburden soil which makes it
more prone to landslides than
other areas. 

While experts analyse the phe-
nomenon of  climate change, the
villagers of  Raigad live through
the devastating consequences
of  it.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Sept 24: Close on the
heels of  Bengal Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s return from
an official tour of  Spain and
UAE, the Trinamool Congress
and BJP engaged in a verbal
brawl Sunday with the latter
mocking the CM’s trip and the
TMC responding by question-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s foreign tours while ig-
noring the crisis in Manipur.

Senior BJP politician and
leader of  the opposition Suvendu
Adhikari accused the TMC of
“hobnobbing with corruption” for
questioning Modi’s overseas visit.

TMC spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh shot back saying, “Banerjee
is more trustworthy” than Modi.

“PM @narendramodi em-
barked on foreign trips while
Manipur was burning. He jet-
ted off  to the United States,
France & UAE, but didn’t bother
to visit Manipur even once. Spare
us the charade! We all know
which leader is trustworthy &
who is not!” Ghosh wrote on ‘X’.

He was referring to Adhikari’s
post on ‘X’ that said, “Those who
have tried to make an attempt to
draw a parallel between Hon’ble
Prime Minister @narendramodi
ji’s foreign trips with West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee’s foreign
vacation let me tell you the dif-
ference - his strategic trips was
aimed ‘to enhance the glory of  the
country’ in the world but the
other trip of  CM was tinged with
corruption.”

“While hon’ble PM’s strate-
gic trips first laid the founda-
tion for our country to be recog-
nised as one with growing
prominence to now being re-
garded as ‘Vishwa Mitra’ who can

proudly host a successful G20,”
Adhikari said.

Adhikari told reporters Sunday,
“When the dengue situation in
West Bengal was taking an alarm-
ing proportion, the CM left for hol-
idaying abroad with no concern
for the outbreak. Meanwhile, as
she has returned from a fruit-
less visit, the dengue situation has
become worse.” 

Banerjee, who landed at the air-
port around 7pm Saturday, said
she was happy as she could do
something for West Bengal.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 24: Nestled in the
narrow lanes of  Girgaon in south
Mumbai is the city’s oldest
Ganpati mandal Sarvajanik
Ganeshutsav Sanstha, which
marks 131 years of  celebrating
the festival this year. 

The Sanstha, established in
1893 under the leadership of  Rao
Bahadur Limaye and Godse
Shastri, has been celebrating
the festival at Keshavji Naik
Chawl on Khadilkar Road in a
traditional manner.

“Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar
Tilak’s close associates Rao
Bahadur Limaye and Godse
Shastri started celebrating the
festival here after he gave a call
for public celebrations of  Ganesh
Chaturthi for people to come to-

gether against the British,” says
Kumar Walekar, secretary of  the
Sarvajanik Ganeshutsav Sanstha.

The 10-day festival is being
celebrated with the same devo-
tion since 1893, he says.

Time seems to stand still as one
walks into the chawl, where the
city’s mega festival had its hum-
ble beginnings. The one thing
that makes the pandal stand out
is that traditions have been fol-
lowed for the last 131 years, says
Walekar.

The Sanstha has kept the cel-
ebrations simple and traditional

since the beginning with a 2-
foot idol made of  clay.

“Residents celebrate the fes-
tival as one family and all the
decorations are designed and
made by them. Only the stage
and pillars are brought from
outside,” says Walekar beam-
ing with pride.

“We bring idols of  the same
size every year. There are chil-
dren here who observe what is
happening, they might not un-
derstand it now, but once they
grow up, they will know what to
do while following all the tradi-

tions,” he says.
Santosh Rajwade, a former

resident of  the chawl, has been
visiting the pandal for 40 years
despite moving out of  the lo-
c a l i t y.  “ I  h ave  s h i f t e d  t o
Borivali now, but I make sure
I visit the ‘Bappa’ here every
year. I am very attached to the
‘Bappa’ here. I can never for-
get everything I learnt here
and everything Girgaon has

given me,” says Rajwade.
Poli t icians  Balasaheb

Thackeray, Murli Manohar Joshi,
and Amit Shah have also vis-
ited the pandal to seek ‘Bappa’s’
blessings.

The idol here receives a tra-
ditional welcome in a palanquin
without loud music blaring from
speakers and is taken away in the
same manner for ‘visarjan’ at
Girgaon Chowpatty.

DOWN A SLIPPERY SLOPE 

Calamities ruin Raigad villagers’ hopes
CLIMATE CHANGE, LANDSLIDE AND HEAVY RAIN PUSH RAIGAD VILLAGERS TO EDGE OF DESPAIR

Nearly
350 lives have

been lost due to
extreme weather

events from 2005 to
2021 in Raigad

TMC, BJP in war of words
over Mamata, Modi trips

On the other hand, judging
by the current regime and
ruling Tolamool party’s
hobnob with corruption in
WB, the only thing which
might be achieved after
CM’s trip/vacation is a
successful gathering of G420

SUVENDU ADHIKARI | LEADER OF
OPPOSITION (BJP), WB

PM @narendramodi
embarked on foreign trips
while Manipur was burning.
He jetted off to the United
States, France & UAE, but
didn’t bother to visit
Manipur even once. Spare
us the charade! We all
know which leader is
trustworthy & who is not

KUNAL GHOSH | SPOKESPERSON, TMC

Mumbai’s oldest Ganpati mandal celebrates 131st year
As the city’s first and
oldest pandal, the
Keshavji Naik Chawl
receives a lot of visitors
from around the city 
and foreigners as well

Over 80K idols immersed 
on fifth day of festivities

More than 80,000 idols were immersed between Saturday, which
was the fifth day of Ganesh festivities, and the early hours of

Sunday in Mumbai, a civic official said. As per a release from the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation, 80,969 idols were immersed till
3am Sunday, comprising 1,410 ‘sarvajanik’ or public idols, 71,821
household ones and 7,738 Gauri Ganesh idols. Of these, 32,509 idols
were immersed in artificial waterbodies, comprising 581 public idols,
29,620 household ones and 2,308 Gauri Ganesh idols, it said. The
immersions took place in Girgaum, Dadar, Juhu, Marve and Aksa
beaches and 73 natural spots as well as 191 artificial ponds created by
the civic body. In a statement, Mumbai police said 2,094 officials, 11083
constables, 32 platoons of State Reserve Police Force (SRPF), Quick
Response Team (QRT), Rapid Action Force and Home Guards have been
deployed in the city in view of festivities. 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, Sept 24: In 1987, when
the Sunderbans National Park in
West Bengal received the status
of  natural UNESCO World
Heritage Site, many were un-
aware of  the technical reasons
behind this pride of  Bengal get-
ting the prestigious accredita-
tion.

Experts like Dr Raja Raut ex-
plained that one of  the reasons
for Sunderbans National Park
being put on the UNESCO World
Heritage Site list was because of
its outstanding contribution to
ecolo gical  and biolo gical
processes so necessary for the de-
velopment of  the marine ecosys-
tem, terrestrial habitat and for
the survival of  different com-
munities of  plants and animals
there.

Another reason for the tag
was  that  the  Sunderbans
National Park meets the criteria
under the “in-situ conservation
of  biological diversity”, which
in layman’s language means the
conservation of  a species in its
natural habitat and the main-
tenance and recovery of  a vi-
able population of  species in
their original place. This pat-
tern of  “in-situ conservation of
biological diversity” also in-
cludes threatened and endan-
gered species, explained Raut.

In the opinion of  experts, meet-
ing these two criteria was the
prime reason for Sunderbans
National Park being put on the
UNESCO’s prestigious list.

They rubbished the argument
that lobbying plays an impor-
tant role in bagging such ac-
creditations.

According to them, lobbying
might play a minor role on this
count, but no amount of  influ-
encing can get a region the tag
if  the site does not fulfill the
basic criteria, especially in the

natural category.
According to  exper ts,

Sunderban is unique because
not only does it contain the
world’s largest mangrove forests
it also has a range of  forests and
waterways scattered over the
coastal belts of  South 24 Parganas
and North 24 Parganas.

“While being the largest halo-
phytic mangrove forest in the
world is definitely a criteria we
also have to keep in mind that it
is one of  the most productive
natural ecosystems. It has a
range of  forests and waterways
that support a huge diversity of
fauna that includes threatened
and endangered species,” an ex-
pert pointed out.

In addition to that, the man-
grove forest supports the largest
population of  Royal Bengal tigers
unique for its capability of  thriv-
ing in an amphibious environ-
ment and surviving suitably in
both land and water, he added.

“The Royal Bengal Tigers are
unique due to their capabilities
of  swimming long-distances and
survive on a varied diet of  fish,
water-monitor lizards and even
crabs. They have these capabil-
ities as they adapted to their
abode in the mangrove foresta-
tion,” the expert said.

Another point that makes the
Sunderban so precious is the fact
that this mangrove forestation
acts as a shelterbelt for the people
of  the region and protects them
from severe climatic conditions.

Apart from that, the rich nat-
ural resources of  the Sunderban
are the economic backbone of
millions of  people, whose pri-
mary source of  livelihood is wood
and honey collection, subsistence
fishing and shrimp farming.

The park is also immensely
important to the local residents,
the  government, the tourism sec-
tor and other stakeholders due to
its huge revenue potential.

Why Sunderbans is 
on the UNESCO list

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Sept 24: Exactly 30
years after women’s empower-
ment got a kick-start with 33 per
cent reservations in local self-gov-
ernment bodies, which later
went upto 50 per cent, the Elected
Women Representatives (EWR)s
have not only come a long way
- but also gone a long way - to con-
solidate their position as a cru-
cial factor in nation-building
from below.

The past three decades have
seen the EWRs unshackling
themselves from familial and
social chains, transforming them-
selves gradually from being
timid, teary-eyed, confused or
even some ‘goongi gudiyas’ con-
trolled by the menfolk to now
becoming assertive, independent,

tough, capable of  taking their
own decisions, and if  needed,
yell at the man to ‘go to hell’,
like veritable Durgas!

Presently,  as per the
Maharashtra Rural Development
Ministry data, there are around
28,000 Gram Panchayats, 352
Panchayat Samitis (taluka level),
14,000 Madam Sarpanches (Madam
Presidents), 17 Zilla Parishads (in
35 districts, except Mumbai), and
a whopping 125,000 EWRs (of  the
total 250,000 representatives) in
the state, said Bhim Raskar,
Director, Resource and Support
Centre for Development, Navi
Mumbai, and Advisor to Mahila
Rajsatta Andolan.

A prominent grassroots ac-
tivist in multiple fields, Ulka
Mahajan, Founder, Sarvahara
Jan Andolan (Raigad), said that
there are many movements in the
state which helped women’s em-
powerment, help increase their
knowledge, exposure to gover-
nance, highlight their abilities
and become vocal -- which have
played a role to help the women
play a more effective role.

MADAM SARPANCH 

Panchayats change profile
of women in Maha politics 

People wade through a flooded road after heavy rainfall in Malda PTI PHOTO
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An activist from the climate protection group “Last Generation” is carried away by police officers during a protest prior to the start of the Berlin marathon,
in Berlin

Children of Dawoodi Bohra community participate in a religious procession on the occasion of Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi,
in Bhopal

BAPS Swaminarayan Akshardham, world’s largest Hindu temple outside India in the modern era, which will be
inaugurated October 8 in New Jersey, USA CDS Gen Anil Chauhan visits the project Seabird sites at Naval Base Karwar

Students take selfies with the newly flagged off Vande Bharat train at Kasargod station in Karnataka
Union Home Minister Amit Shah presents ‘Vidhi Ratna’ to former Attorney General KK Venugopal during the concluding session
of the International Lawyers’ Conference 2023 organised by the Bar Council of India, in New Delhi PTI PHOTOS

United Hindu Front members stage a protest against Canada PM Justin Trudeau over his remarks alleging Indian involvement in the killing of a Sikh extremist
leader in Canada, in New Delhi
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President Droupadi Murmu was
not invited for the inauguration
of the new Parliament building
while many others, including
actors, were invited. This is an
insult to the President
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | CONGRESS PRESIDENT

An electric bus operated for Tirumala
temple devotees was stolen in the early
hours of Sunday. The bus was stolen
from the garage of Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD), which manages
the affairs of the famous hill shrine

TIRUMALA TEMPLE’S
ELECTRIC BUS STOLEN
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Tamil Nadu is
leading the
country in

organ donation and
this has only been
made achievable
because of those
families who come forward to
donate the organs of those who have
been declared brain dead

MK STALIN | TN CM

of the
day uote 

India has
moved from a
sectoral and

segmented approach
to health service
delivery to a
comprehensive 
need-based healthcare service and
is now seen as a role model in crisis
management and preventive
healthcare

JITENDRA SINGH | UNION MINISTER

46 pilgrims injured
Palanpur: All 46 pilgrims
travelling on a private luxury
bus were injured after the
vehicle moving down a slope
hit a rock on the roadside near
the temple town of Ambaji in
Gujarat's Banaskantha district
Sunday, police said. Eighteen
of the passengers were
shifted to a civil hospital in
district headquarters
Palanpur, while the remaining
were being treated at a
government hospital at
Ambaji town, local police
inspector Dhaval Patel said. 

Two babies die
Muzaffarnagar: Two newborns
died at a private clinic in
Shamli district Sunday
allegedly because they were
kept in a room that was too
cold, police said. The families
of the newborns alleged that
the owner of the clinic -- Dr
Neetu -- on Saturday had kept
the air conditioner on
overnight because he wanted
to sleep well. The babies were
found dead the next morning.  

15-yr-old girl raped
Ballia (UP): A man has been
arrested for allegedly abducting
a 15-year-old girl here and
raping her for three months,
police said Sunday. She was
allegedly abducted by Pawan
Bind on May 28 and taken to
Surat in Gujarat. She was
rescued from Ballia's Gadwar on
August 28, they said. Based on a
complaint by the girl's father, an
FIR was registered in the matter
on charges of rape and
kidnapping under IPC and the
POCSO Act. In her statement to
the police, the girl claimed that
she was taken to Gujarat by the
accused, where he illegally
married and raped her for three
months, a police officer said. 

SHORT TAKES

This
government
has given

36,524 appointment
letters of government
jobs to the youth in
the past 18 months of
being in the office

BHAGWANT MANN | PUNJAB CM

national

INDIA in search 
of a Dalit leader

INDIA may have cobbled together 28
parties to give the BJP a be-fitting

lesson in 2024 Lok Sabha polls. But it is in
desperate search of a Dalit leader who is
worth a salt. Since BSP's Mayawati has
been kept out of INDIA, the alliance is
looking for a Dalit leader who can sway
those voters in UP and a couple of other
states. More than Akhilesh Yadav, it's the
Congress which is keen to get those Dalit
voters who went away 30 years ago to
BSP. There is a move to project Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge as the
party's Dalit face and field him for the
Lok Sabha seat in UP. 

How Kamal Nath 
put his foot down

INDIA alliance parties were left high and
dry and Congress high command ran for

cover when Madhya Pradesh Congress
president Kamal Nath declined to hold a
joint rally of the Opposition parties in
Bhopal on October 1. Kamal Nath was
upset with the AICC general secretary
(organisation) K C Venugopal that he was

not even consulted before committing to
hold a rally in Bhopal on October 1.He
explained to the members of the Gandhi
family that the entire state unit is in the
midst of a virtual war with the BJP to win
the Assembly polls. The high command
buckled and the rally was cancelled. The
Congress conveyed to the INDIA bloc
parties that it would be difficult to spare
resources for a joint Opposition rally in
the midst of assembly polls in five states.
Kamal Nath is at variance with the other
parties of the INDIA bloc on the issue of
Hindutva and Sanatan Dharma and
presence of the DMK would hugely
embarrass the Congress. Kamal Nath, on
the contrary, is in competition with the
BJP to establish himself as a bigger Hindu
than the RSS and the BJP leaders. The
Congress leadership had proposed to hold
the joint Opposition rally at Bhopal at the
Coordination committee at the residence
of NCP supremo Sharad Pawar on
September 13.

Big fight in BJP

Here's more on the Ghosi by-election
which was won by the SP candidate

who defeated Dara Singh Chauhan of the
BJP by a huge margin. The result is being
seen in UP's political circles as a victory

for CM Yogi Adityanath as he was not in
favour of Chauhan's recent return to the
BJP but was overruled by Amit Shah.
Though Yogi did campaign for Chauhan in
Ghosi, it was acknowledged that his heart
was not in it. Well aware of the CM's
indifference, Shah gave charge of the
election to Arvind Sharma, known as PM
Narendra Modi's man. But nothing helped.
Besides Chauhan, Yogi has also been
smarting over Shah's decision to seal an
alliance with Om Prakash Rajbhar of the

Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party. Even as
the BJP's state unit is still recovering from
its defeat in Ghosi, Rajbhar put the
proverbial cat among the pigeons by
publicly declaring he and Chauhan will
soon be inducted in the Yogi Cabinet. The
CM is obviously resisting. It is to be seen
if Shah will manage to prevail.

Nitish dumps 
liquor ban policy 

Even as Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar is emerging as a front-runner

for the Prime ministerial race of INDIA,
he has decided to look the other way in
terms of his strict prohibition policy.
The policy saw thousands going behind
bars, millions bottles broken of liquor
and families suffering since April 2016.
While the success of the initiative
remains debatable, the main question is
whether Nitish, who is sort of the de
facto convener of Opposition unity at
the moment, has been maintaining a
studied silence on whether he will
propose to implement it all over the
country. After all, he has spent the last
seven years defending the policy
despite vehement criticism. Now that
the policy failed miserably, Nitish Kumar

has issued informal orders to the police
in the state not to harass people and
arrest. The police should focus on
recovery of illicit liquor only. Now Nitish
Kumar is fully focused on national
issues and ducking state specific
problems. 

PM Modi wants daily 
reports from ministers

While Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was being feted by US

President Joe Biden, his Cabinet
colleagues back home are racing
against time to complete the
"homework" assigned to them before
the expiry of the month-end deadline
set for them. Tasked with highlighting
the Modi government's achievements
over the past nine years, Union
ministers and Bharatiya Janata Party
chief ministers have been busy
addressing press conferences, holding
meetings with various citizen groups
and organising town halls for this
specific purpose. The urgency is
understandable as the ministers have
to submit a detailed report about their
mass contact programme and
its media coverage.

Devotees use a crane to immerse a Lord Ganesh idol at the Pattinapakkam beach during Ganesh festival in Chennai, Sunday PTI PHOTO
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 24: As more
BJP MPs urged Speaker Om Birla
to probe BSP MP Danish Ali's
conduct in Lok Sabha, the law-
maker Sunday claimed a narra-
tive was being set for "lynching"
him outside the House and termed
as baseless the allegation that he
had instigated ruling party mem-
ber Ramesh Bidhuri who made
derogatory remarks against him.

The opposition parties, which
have demanded the strictest ac-
tion including suspension of
Bidhuri for his "vile and com-
munal" remarks during a dis-
cussion on the success of
Chandrayaan-3 in Lok Sabha on
Thursday, hit out at the BJP, al-
leging that it was trying to de-
fend its MP instead of  punish-
ing him. Addressing a press
conference Sunday, Ali said, "I
have seen Nishikant Dubey's let-
ter (to Birla). My verbal lynch-
ing was done inside the House
and now this is a narrative to get
me lynched outside the House."
"I would request the Speaker to in-
vestigate this baseless allegation.
This baseless allegation makes a
case for breach of  privilege against
Nishikant Dubey," he said.

A day after Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla warned Bidhuri of  "strict
action" if  such behaviour is re-
peated, Dubey on Saturday wrote
to the Speaker, saying that while
he condemns his party colleague's
comments, there should also be a
probe into the alleged "unsavoury"

conduct and remarks of  Ali.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

had expressed regret over Bidhuri's
remarks in the House and the BJP
had issued a show-cause notice to
the MP from South Delhi. In the let-
ter to Birla, Dubey had alleged that
Ali made "highly objectionable
and blasphemous" remarks against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
that had provoked Bidhuri. BJP
MPs Ravi Kishan Shukla and
Harnath Singh Yadav also wrote to
the Speaker on Sunday, question-
ing Ali's conduct in the House and
demanding a probe into it.

Meanwhile, Dubey Sunday re-
iterated his condemnation of
Bidhuri's comments, saying any

civilised society will not accept it.
But at the same time, he claimed
that Ali was a repeat offender
and all evidence of  his "miscon-
duct" in the House will now come
into the open.

He also claimed that Ali was
planning to join the Congress and
both were trying to make an issue.
It was a "conspiracy" to project that
the "minorities are not safe" in
the country, the BJP MP alleged.
In his letter to the Speaker, Shukla
said whatever words Bidhuri used
against Ali were “unacceptable in
any way” but the circumstances
that led to the use of  “such ob-
jectionable” words by an MP
against another member of
Parliament in the House “needs
to be revisited and examined”.

“Twice he had used unparlia-
mentary language against me. On
December 9 last year when I was
tabling my Private Members Bill
namely 'The Population Control
Bill, 2019' in the House, Danish
Ali tried to interrupt me and made
personal remarks against me...,”
the BJP MP charged.

Such sort of  behaviour is “un-
acceptable” and needs to be ex-
amined by “your esteemed of-
fice”, he urged the Lok Sabha
Speaker."I don't support what
Ramesh Bidhuri said. However,
I also don't support Danish Ali's
remarks about PM Modi. I have
written a letter to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, urging him
to take action against Danish Ali
also,” BJP MP Harnath Singh
Yadav said.

Narrative to get me
lynched: Danish Ali 

DEFENCE MINISTER RAJNATH
SINGH HAD EXPRESSED REGRET

OVER BIDHURI'S REMARKS IN
THE HOUSE AND THE BJP HAD

ISSUED A SHOW-CAUSE NOTICE
TO THE MP FROM SOUTH DELHI

OPPOSITION PARTIES HAVE
RALLIED AROUND ALI AND

TARGETED THE RULING PARTY
ON THE ISSUE. SEVERAL

MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS,
TMC AND NCP AMONG OTHERS

HAVE WRITTEN TO THE SPEAKER
SEEKING THE STRICTEST ACTION

AGAINST BIDHURI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 24: Exuding
confidence about a good showing
in the upcoming assembly polls,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
Sunday said that as of  now the
Congress is certainly winning
M a d hya  P r a d e s h  a n d
Chhattisgarh, probably win-
ning Telangana, and there is a
"very close" contest in Rajasthan
which the party believes it will
emerge victorious in.

Rahul Gandhi also referred
t o  t h e  r o w  o v e r  B J P  M P
Ramesh Bidhuri's derogatory
remarks against BSP leader
Danish Ali in Lok Sabha, al-
leging that the BJP indulges in
such tactics to distract from the
demand for a caste census.

He asserted that the opposi-
tion is adapting and working to-
gether and the BJP is "in for a
surprise in 2024" general elec-
tions. Speaking at a conclave or-
ganised by the Pratidin Media
Network of  Assam, Rahul
Gandhi also said the idea of
'One Nation, One Election' was
aimed at distracting from real
issues of  the people.

"It's one of  the BJP's dis-

traction strategies," he asserted.
The main issues in India are
concentration of  wealth, huge
inequality in wealth, massive
unemployment, huge unfair-
ness towards the lower caste,
OBCs, and tribal communities,
and price rise, he said.

"Now, the BJP can't contest
those. So 'let's have Mr. Bidhuri
make a statement. Let's get to-
gether and sort of  have elec-
tions together. Let's change the
name of  India'. This is all dis-
traction. We know it, we un-
derstand it. And we're not going
to let them do it," he said. 

He asserted that his party
not winning any of  the states in
the upcoming state polls is out
of  the question.

Asked about the party's
chances, Rahul Gandhi said, "I
would say, right now, we are
probably winning Telangana,
we are certainly winning
Madhya Pradesh, we are cer-
tainly winning Chhattisgarh.
Rajasthan, we are very close,
and we think we will be able to
win. That is what it is look-
ing like, and by the way, that
is also what the BJP internally
is saying."

RAHUL PREDICTS 
4 POLL RESULTS

I would say, right now, we are
probably winning Telangana, we are

certainly winning Madhya 
Pradesh, we are certainly winning

Chhattisgarh. Rajasthan, we are very
close, and we think we will be able

to win. That is what it is looking like,
and by the way, that is also what the

BJP internally is saying
RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

Armies of India, US 
to kick-start war
game in Alaska today
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 24: The Indian
and US armies will kick-start a two-
week war game in Alaska Monday
that will feature a number of  com-
plex drills, officials said.

The mega exercise comes amid
a renewed push by both New
Delhi and Washington to ex-
pand the overall scope of  the
India-US global strategic part-
nership. 

The Indian Army contingent
comprising 350 personnel has
already reached Fort Wainwright
in Alaska to participate in the
19th edition of  exercise Yudh
Abhyas, the officials said on
Sunday.

It is an annual exercise con-
ducted jointly by the Indian
Army and the US Army. 

The previous edition of  the ex-
ercise was conducted in Auli,
Uttarakhand in November last
year. 

The exercise will also involve
an exchange of  views and best
practices in drills on a wide
spectrum of  military skills, in-
cluding combat engineering, ob-
struction clearance, and im-
provised explosive device
warfare.

"The exercise Yudh Abhyas-23
will facilitate both armies to
mutually learn from each other
and further strengthen the bonds
between the two armies," the
Indian Army said in a state-
ment. 

The lead battalion from the
Indian side in the exercise is
affiliated with the Maratha
Light Infantry regiment, it
said, adding the 1-24 infantry
battalion of  the first brigade
combat team will participate
from the US side.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Vijayawada (Andhra Pradesh),
Sept  24:  A local  court in
Vijayawada Sunday extended
TDP chief  N Chandrababu
Naidu's judicial remand in the
Skill Development Corporation
Scam case till October 5, fol-
lowing the expiry of  judicial re-
mand and police custody. 

The order came after a team of
Andhra Pradesh Police CID of-
ficials today concluded its two-day
interrogation of  Naidu in the
Skill Development Corporation
scam case at Rajamahendravaram
Central Prison. 

Special Public Prosecutor Y
N Vivekananda, representing
the CID, said that the Vijayawada
ACB Court has extended Naidu's

judicial remand till October 5, in
the wake of  the two-day police
custody ending at 5 pm on Sunday. 

He noted that the CID is likely
to file a separate petition seek-
ing Naidu's custody on Monday.
Further, the former chief  minis-
ter's bail application and two more
CID prisoner transit (PT) war-
rant petitions in the AP FiberNet
and Amaravati Inner Ring Road
cases are expected to come up for
hearing on Monday. Meanwhile,
Naidu has already moved the
Supreme Court in connection
with the Skill Development
Corporation Scam case. 

The Anti-Corruption Bureau
Court had on Friday granted
the CID two days' custody of  the
73-year-old TDP chief  for inter-
rogation in the case, which ex-
pired Sunday. 

In compliance with the court's
orders, Naidu's questioning by
CID officials was allowed from
9:30 AM to 5 PM on both days
(September 23 and 24) with reg-
ular five-minute breaks given
to him to consult his lawyer.

Coastal Andhra Range DIG of
prisons M R Ravi Kiran said that
Naidu was handed back to the jail
authorities by CID officials after
completing their interrogation. 

Naidu’s judicial remand
extended till October 5

Hooch tragedy leaves
two dead in Bihar 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Muzaffarpur (Bihar), Sept 24:
In a suspected hooch tragedy
in dry Bihar, two persons have
died and as many have lost their
eyesight after consuming spu-
rious liquor in Muzaffarpur
district, a police officer said
Sunday.

According to Additional SP
Awadhesh Dixit, the incident
w a s  re p o r t e d  f ro m  Q a z i
Mohammadpur police station
area and the wife and daugh-
ter of  the alleged supplier, who
is on the run, have been taken
into custody.

"We received information that
in the Pokharia Pir Mohalla,
Umesh Sah (55) and Pappu Ram
have died. Their family members
said they returned home drunk
three days ago, took ill and their
condition continued to worsen
despite medical treatment,"
Dixit said.
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are having to pay for our
long-term debt, it is
higher now than it was at
the Spring Budget
JEREMY HUNT | BRITISH
FINANCE MINISTER

Authorities in Iran have neutralised 30
bombs meant to go off simultaneously
in Tehran and detained 28 terrorists
linked to Islamic State, Iran’s Tasnim
news agency reported Sunday, citing
the intelligence ministry

IRAN SAYS IT DEFUSED 
30 BOMBS IN TEHRAN
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An agreement
on the revival
of a 2015

nuclear deal,
formally known as
the Joint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), will be within
reach if the US stops its
contradictory behaviours

HOSSEIN AMIR-ABDOLLAHIAN | IRANIAN

FOREIGN MINISTER

of the
day uote 

Nuclear energy
is over. The
issue of nuclear

energy in Germany is
a dead horse. Anyone
who wanted to build
new nuclear power
plants would need 15 years and
would have to spend 
15-20 billion euros

OLAF SCHOLZ | CHANCELLOR, GERMANY

The Silk Road
did not bring
the results we

expected. We will
have to evaluate, the
parliament will have
to decide whether or
not to renew our participation

ANTONIO TAJANI | FOREIGN MINISTER, ITALY

Iran, Maldives
resume ties
Tehran: Iran and the
Maldives have announced the
resumption of diplomatic
relations after a seven-year
hiatus. The decision was
made “in line with the two
nations' interests and
aspirations,” the Iranian
Foreign Ministry said on
Saturday in a statement. The
announcement came after a
meeting between Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian and
Maldivian Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Ahmed
Khaleel on the sidelines of the
78th session of the United
Nations General Assembly in
New York Friday.

Taiwan factory
fire toll increases
Taipei (Taiwan): Search teams
found the bodies of the last
three missing people Sunday
at the site of a golf ball factory
fire in southern Taiwan, bringing
the death toll to 10, according
to Taiwanese media reports.
Launch Technologies, the
operator of the plant, is a
major global supplier of golf balls.

Israeli military raid
kills 2 Palestinians 
Nour Shams Refugee Camp
(West Bank): Two Palestinians
were killed during an Israeli
military raid Sunday in the
northern West Bank,
Palestinian health officials
said, the latest bloodshed in a
surge of violence during a
sensitive Jewish holiday period.

Nepal Army chief
leaves for Delhi 
Kathmandu: Nepal Army chief
Gen. Prabhuram Sharma left
for New Delhi Sunday to
attend the 13th Indo-Pacific
Armies Chiefs’ Conference
(IPACC) being held in the
Indian capital from September
25 to 27. The Indian Army will
host the two-day conference
of Army chiefs of the Indo-
Pacific nations with an aim to
evolve a common strategy to
ensure peace, prosperity and
stability against the backdrop
of growing global concerns
over China’s increasing military
muscle-flexing in the region.

31 injured in Pak
train collision
Lahore: At least 31 people
were injured when a
passenger train collided on
Sunday with a freight train
parked on the main railway
line in Pakistan's Punjab
province, according to media
report. The accident took
place near the Qila Sattar
Shah Station in 
Sheikhupura district.

SHORT TAKES

international

Guardsmen encourage migrants waiting on a sand bar to turn around as they attempt cross the Rio Grande from Mexico into the US, in Eagle Pass, Texas

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, Sept 24: Wildfires fu-
elled by climate change have
ravaged communities from Maui
to the Mediterranean this sum-
mer, killing many people, ex-
hausting firefighters and fu-
elling demand for new solutions.
Enter artificial intelligence.

Firefighters and startups are
using AI-enabled cameras to
scan the horizon for signs of
smoke. A German company is
building a constellation of  satel-
lites to detect fires from space.
And Microsoft is using AI mod-
els to predict where the next
blaze could be sparked.

With wildfires becoming larger
and more intense as the world

warms, firefighters, utilities and
governments are scrambling to
get ahead of  the flames by tap-
ping into the latest AI technol-
ogy — which has stirred both fear
and excitement for its potential
to transform life. While in-
creasingly stretched first re-
sponders hope AI offers them a
leg up, humans are still needed
to check that the tech is accurate.

California's main firefighting
agency this summer started test-
ing an AI system that looks for
smoke from more than 1,000
mountaintop camera feeds and
is now expanding it statewide.

The system is designed to find
“abnormalities” and alert emer-
gency command centers, where
staffers will confirm whether

it's indeed smoke or something
else in the air. 

The cameras, part of  a net-
work that workers previously
had to watch, provide billions of
bytes of  data for the AI system
to digest. While humans still
need to confirm any smoke sight-
ings, the system helps reduce

fatigue among staffers typically
monitoring multiple screens and
cameras, alerting them to look
only when there's possible fire or
smoke, SeLegue said. 

It's already helped. A battalion
chief  got a smoke alert in the mid-
dle of  the night, confirmed it
on his cellphone and called a

command center in San Diego to
scramble first responders to the
remote area. The dispatchers
said that if  they hadn't been
alerted, the fire would have been
much larger because it likely
wouldn't have been noticed until
the next morning, SeLegue said. 

San Francisco startup Pano AI

takes a similar approach, mount-
ing cameras on cell towers that
scan for smoke and alert cus-
tomers, including fire depart-
ments, utility companies and
ski resorts.  The cameras use
computer vision machine learn-
ing, a type of  AI.

The images are combined with
feeds from government weather
satellites that scan for hotspots,
along with other data sources,
such as social media posts. 

The technology gets around
one of  the main problems in the
traditional way of  detecting
wildfires — relying on 911 calls
from passers-by that need con-
firmation from staffers before
crews and water-dropping planes
can be deployed.

HOW AI IS BEING USED TO FIGHT WILDFIRES
n FIREFIGHTERS AND STARTUPS ARE
USING AI-ENABLED CAMERAS TO
SCAN THE HORIZON FOR SIGNS OF
SMOKE

n A GERMAN COMPANY IS BUILDING
A CONSTELLATION OF SATELLITES TO
DETECT FIRES FROM SPACE

n AND MICROSOFT IS USING AI
MODELS TO PREDICT WHERE THE
NEXT BLAZE COULD BE SPARKED

AGENCIES

Near Kornidzor, Armenia,
Sept 24: The 1, 20,000 ethnic
Ar menians  of  Na gor no-
Karabakh will leave for Armenia
as they do not want to live as
part of  Azerbaijan and fear eth-
nic cleansing, the leadership of
the breakaway said Sunday.

The Armenians of  Karabakh
- a territory internationally
recognised as part of  Azerbaijan
but previously beyond Baku's
control - were forced to declare
a ceasefire  September 20 after
a lightning 24-hour military op-
eration by the much larger
Azerbaijani military.

Azerbaijan says it will guar-
antee their rights and integrate
the region, but the Armenians
say they fear repression.

“Our people do not want to
live as part of  Azerbaijan. 
Ninety-nine point nine percent
prefer to leave our historic lands,”
David Babayan, an adviser to
Samvel  Shahramanyan,
President of  the self-styled
Republic of  Artsakh, told Reuters.

The Armenian leaders of
Karabakh said in a statement
that all those made homeless by
the Azerbaijani military opera-
tion and wanting to leave would
be escorted to Armenia by
Russian peacekeepers.

Reuters reporters near the
village of  Kornidzor on the
Armenian border saw some heav-
ily laden cars pass into Armenia.
One of  the drivers said they
were from Nagorno-Karabakh.

It was unclear when the bulk

of  the population would move
down the Lachin corridor which
links the territory to Armenia,
where Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan has faced calls
to resign for failing to
save Karabakh.

MASS EXODUS
In an address to

the  nation,
Pashinyan said
some humanitarian
aid had arrived but
the  Ar menians  of
Karabakh still faced "the
danger of  ethnic cleansing".

A mass exodus could change
the delicate balance of  power
in the South Caucasus region, a
patchwork of  ethnicities criss-
crossed with oil and gas pipelines
where Russia, the United States,
Turkey and Iran are jostling for
influence.

Last week's Azerbaijani victory
appears to bring a decisive end
to one of  the decades-old "frozen

conflicts" of  the Soviet Union's
dissolution. President Ilham
Aliyev said his "iron fist" had

consigned the idea of  an in-
de pendent  ethnic

Armenian Karabakh
to history and that
the region would be
turned into a "par-
adise" as part of
Azerbaijan.

Ar menia  says
more than 200 people

were kil led and 400
wounded in the Azerbaijani

military operation. The fate of
the ethnic Armenian popula-
tion has raised concerns in
Moscow,  Washington and
Brussels.

FIRST KARABAKH WAR
Nagorno-Karabakh, known

as Artsakh by Armenians, lies
in an area that over centuries has
come under the sway of  Persians,
Turks, Russians, Ottomans and
Soviets. It was claimed by both

Azerbaijan and Armenia after
the fall of  the Russian Empire in
1917. In Soviet times it was des-
ignated an autonomous region
within Azerbaijan.

As the Soviet Union crum-
bled, the Armenians there threw
off  nominal Azeri control and
captured neighbouring terri-
tory in what is now known as the
First Karabakh War. From 1988-
1994 about 30,000 people were
killed and more than a million
people, mostly Azeris, displaced.

In 2020, after decades of  skir-
mishes, Azerbaijan, backed by
Turkey, won a decisive 44-day
Second Karabakh War, recap-
turing territory in and around
Karabakh. That war ended with
a Russian-brokered peace deal,
which Ar menians accuse
Moscow of  failing to guarantee.

The Armenian authorities in
the region said late on Saturday
that about 150 tons of  humani-
tarian cargo from Russia and
another 65 tons of  flour shipped
by the International Committee
of  the Red Cross had arrived in
the region. With 2,000 peace-
keepers in the region, Russia
said that under the terms of  the
ceasefire six armoured vehicles,
more than 800 small arms, anti-
tank weapons and portable air
defence systems, as well as 22,000
ammunition rounds, had been
handed in by Saturday.

Space for 40,000 people from
Karabakh had been prepared in
Armenia. Azerbaijan, which is
mainly Muslim, has said the
Armenians, who are Christian,
can leave if  they want.

Ethnic Armenians to flee Nagorno-Karabakh
ARMENIA’S PRIME MINISTER ALSO SAID THE KARABAKH ARMENIANS WERE LIKELY TO LEAVE THE

REGION, AND THAT ARMENIA WAS READY TO TAKE THEM IN, FOLLOWING A DEFEAT LAST WEEK AT
THE HANDS OF AZERBAIJAN IN A CONFLICT DATING TO THE FALL OF THE SOVIET UNION

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Porto-Novo, Sept 24: At least 35
people were killed and more
than ten seriously injured in a
fire at a petrol warehouse in
Benin, the government said.

The fire broke out in a town
near the border with Nigeria
when bags of  petrol were being
unloaded from a vehicle at
around 9:30 a.m. (0830 GMT), the
Beninese Ministry of  the Interior
and Public Security said in a
statement.

The fire engulfed the place,
causing an initial toll of  35 deaths,
"including one child, and more
than a dozen serious injuries
sent to hospital, as well as sig-
nificant material damage," said
the statement, Xinhua news
agency reported.

The fire brigade, police and
medical teams were immedi-
ately mobilised to tackle the sit-
uation, said the statement, adding
that the Public Prosecutor's
Office has opened a full investi-
gation into the cause of  the ac-
cident. In Benin, smuggled petrol
comes from its eastern neigh-
bor, Nigeria, a major oil pro-
ducer where fuel is cheaper.

Thousands of  liters of  petrol
sold on the streets of  Benin's
towns and neighborhoods gen-
erally come from stations lo-
cated along the Benin-Nigeria
border. The trade, which gen-
erates huge profits, also entails
major risks, given the precar-
ious conditions in which the
product is stored. As a result,
fires occur frequently with
heavy tolls.

REUTERS

North Mitrovica, Kosovo, Sept
24 : Gunmen in armoured ve-
hicles stormed a village in Kosovo
on Sunday, battling police and
barricading themselves in a
Serbian Orthodox monastery in
a resurgence of  violence in the
restive northern region.

Kosovo police said one offi-
cer and three of  about 30 at-
t a c k e r s  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n
shootouts around the village
of  Banjska.

Monks and pilgrims were
locked in the monastery's tem-
ple, the church said, as the
siege raged for hours.

Ethnic Albanians form more
than 90% of  the population in
Kosovo, a former province of
Serbia, but Serbs are the ma-
jority in the north and there
were clashes in May that in-
jured dozens of  protesters and
NATO alliance peacekeepers.

The Serbs have never ac-
cepted Kosovo's 2008 declara-
tion of  independence and still
see Belgrade as their capital
more than two decades after
the Kosovo Albanian uprising
against repressive Serbian
rule. It was unclear who ex-
actly was behind Sunday's vi-
olence, but Kosovo's Prime
Minister Albin Kurti  and
Interior Minister Xhelal Svecla
blamed "Serbia-sponsored
criminals". "They are profes-
sionals, with military and po-
lice background," said Kurti,
urging their surrender.

REUTERS

Madrid, Sept 24: Tens of  thou-
sands of  Spaniards protested in
Madrid Sunday against possi-
ble plans by acting Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez to grant
an amnesty to Catalan sepa-
ratists to keep himself  in office
after an election he failed to win.

Waving Spanish flags, sup-
porters of  the Opposition con-
servative People’s Party (PP)
travelled from across Spain to at-
tend the ral ly  in  Madrid.
Authorities estimated the size of
the crowd at 40,000.

Sanchez, who came second in
an election in July, could stay
in office if  he wins the support
of  exiled former Catalonia leader
Carles Puigdemont, whose Junts
per Catalunya party controls
seven seats in parliament.

Puigdemont, wanted in Spain
for attempting the region's se-
cession, has demanded that legal
action be dropped against fel-
low separatists as a condition
for his support.

Alberto Nunez Feijoo, leader
of  the PP which won the most
votes July 23, said he would never
concede to demands for an
amnesty for organisers of  a 2017
independence referendum in

Catalonia, which was held despite
courts ruling it was illegal.

Withdrawing criminal cases
against the separatists would
amount to granting an amnesty
to "coup plotters", he told sup-
porters at the Madrid rally.

Gregorio Casteneda, 72, a pen-
sioner, had travelled from
Santander on Spain's north coast
to show his opposition to any
amnesty.

"I am not in favour of  the gov-
ernment that we have. To me
this is a disaster because it is
going to divide Spain totally,"
he told Reuters. Sanchez held
his own political rally in Gava,
near Catalonia's regional capi-
tal Barcelona, on Sunday. He did
not mention an amnesty but said
the Socialists wanted to heal so-
cial divisions over the Catalan
crisis. In 2021, Sanchez granted
pardons to nine separatists jailed
over their roles in the inde-
pendence push.

Feijoo will take the first stab
at a vote to become prime min-
ister September 27, but his
chances of  winning are seen as
slim since the PP opposes any
concessions to separatists. If
Feijoo fails, Sanchez will get a
chance to see if  he can muster
support.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Washington, Sept 24: With the
US government on the brink
of  a shutdown this week as
Congress remains at an im-
passe on a funding deal, fed-
eral departments and agencies
have begun the mandatory
process of  planning to bring
nonessential functions to a halt,
local media reported.

Every department and agency
has its own set of  plans and pro-

cedures. 
That guidance includes in-

formation on how many em-
ployees would get furloughed,

which employees are essen-
tial and would work without
pay, how long it would take to
wind down operations in the
hours before a shutdown, and
which activities would come to
a halt. Those plans can vary
from shutdown to shutdown,
CNN reported. 

The Office of  Management
and Budget reminded senior
agency officials Friday to up-
date and review shutdown
plans.

35 killed in petrol
warehouse fire 

Gunmen battle
police in Kosovo
monastery siege

US prepares for potential government shutdown
The nearly 4 million
Americans who are federal
employees will feel the effect
immediately

Essential workers will remain
on the job, but others will be
furloughed until the shutdown
is over

None will be paid during the
impasse, CNN reported

40K MARCH IN SPAIN

SOME
HEAVILY LADEN

CARS LEAVE
KARABAKH

RUSSIAN PEACEKEEPERS TO
ESCORT REFUGEES

�HUMANITARIAN AID
STARTS TO ARRIVE

AP PHOTO
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JHESL will
first cater

to the domestic
market and continue
to explore markets
like Middle East and
Africa
NEERAJ KUMAR | GROUP CEO
AND WHOLE-TIME DIRECTOR,
JINDAL SAW

As Vietnam is largely becoming an emerging tourism
destination for Indian travellers, Vietjet, the country’s
largest private carrier, is getting ready to tap this
growing interest by expanding its service to India
connecting more cities. A new route connecting
Tiruchirappalli (Tamil Nadu) and Ho Chi Minh City is
expected to be launched this November

VIETJET TO EXPAND INDIA OPERATIONS
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This year the
festive season
is spread

across four months
and we are optimistic
as we started on a
very positive note,
from Onam onwards

SANTOSH IYER |
MD AND CEO, MERCEDES-BENZ

of the
day uote 

Honestly I think
we’re just
scratching the

surface, if we think
about the headroom.
I see WhatsApp as
next engine of
growth for our company here in
India, so absolutely business
messaging and WhatsApp are a key
priority for India Meta organisation

SANDHYA DEVANATHAN |
VICE PRESIDENT, META

Global and
domestic

macroeconomic
data, trend in global
stock markets, crude
oil prices, movement
of rupee against the dollar,
investment by FIIs and DIIs 
will be in focus

ARVINDER SINGH NANDA | SENIOR VICE

PRESIDENT, MASTER CAPITAL SERVICES

Ather losses swell 
New Delhi: Hero MotoCorp-
backed electric vehicle (EV)
company Ather Energy’s
losses surged more than 2.5
times in the financial year
2022-23. The EV startup
reported a loss of `864.5 crore
in FY23, against a loss of
`344.1 crore in FY22,
according to its annual
financial statements filed with
the Registrar of Companies
(RoC). Ather’s total expenses
more than tripled to `2,670.6
crore from `757.9 crore in
FY22, despite strong sales.
The surge in losses reported
even after the firm’s revenue
from operations grew 4.3
times to reach `1,784 crore
during the fiscal year ending
March 2023. The company
spent `1.5 to earn every `1
from operations in FY23, while
EBITDA margin improved to -
38.3 per cent, according to
reports.

Chinese goods
under govt lens
New Delhi: The commerce
ministry's investigation arm
DGTR has “suo-motu” initiated
probes against alleged
dumping of three products,
including unframed glass
mirrors and fasteners, by
Chinese companies as the
authority seeks to guard
MSME units against cheap
imports from the
neighbouring country. The
move is aimed at granting
much-needed protection to
the MSME (micro, small and
medium enterprises)
producers against dumped
goods from China. The DGTR
said that it is probing alleged
dumping of telescopic channel
drawer, unframed glass mirror
and fasteners. 

SHORT TAKES

business

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 24: French
energy giant TotalEnergies SE’s
$300 million investment in clean
energy projects of  Adani Green
Energy Ltd has taken the total
investments poured in by global
investors in India’s largest re-
newable power producer to $1.63
billion or about `14,000 crore,
sources close to the company
said.

Last week, Total announced it
will hold a 50 per cent stake in
the new joint venture firm where
Adani Green Energy Ltd (AGEL)

will hold the rest. The joint ven-
ture will hold a portfolio of  1,050
MW, including 300 MW of  al-
ready operational capacity, 500
MW under construction and 250
MW under-development assets
with a blend of  solar and wind
power.

Total already has a 19.7 per
cent stake in AGEL. It also has
an equal joint venture with
AGEL, called AGE23L that holds
a portfolio of  2,353 MW.

The $300 million investment
Total is making in the joint ven-
ture is  the first  since the
Hindenburg report in January
highlighted Adani Group’s debt
pile and alleged accounting fraud
and stock manipulation, which
Adani denies.

Sources said AGEL is one com-
pany within the Adani Portfolio,
which has attracted a range of  in-
vestors over the past few months
including repeat strategic in-
vestor Total, one of  the largest
emerging market funds GQG

Capital Partners and one of  the
world’s largest sovereign funds
Qatar Investment Authority.

Together these three investors
have invested $1.63 billion or
close to `14,000 crore over the
past few months, taking advan-
tage of  the attractive valuations
post the short-seller report, they
said.

GQG Partners has taken a 6.8
per cent stake in AGEL while

QIA picked up 2.7 per cent. IHC
International Holding Company
has another 1.3 per cent stake.

Explaining the rationale of
the investments, sources said
India is now a leader in the re-
newable energy space, with
dozens of  solar and wind proj-
ects in the pipeline. Adani being
the largest renewable power pro-
ducer in India, with its strong ex-
ecution ability and superior

track record, is in an extremely
sweet spot.

This has made Adani the
largest solar power producer in
India as well as one of  the low-
est cost renewable power pro-
ducers in the world. Average
portfolio tariff  is as low as ̀ 3.02
per unit as against average pro-
curement price of  the country of
`3.75 per unit.

It already has a portfolio of
20.4 GW across operational,
under-construction, awarded
and acquired assets.

Sources said the firm has given
a capex guidance of  ̀ 14,000 crore
for this year for around 3 GW of
projects. Next year, it is likely to
do at least 5 GW, which would
mean another ̀ 23,000-24,000 crore.

The management attributes
its ability to produce lowest cost
power to its execution, which
includes site identification ac-
quisition, concession and reg-
ulatory agreements, investment
case development, engineering

and design, sourcing and qual-
ity checks, equity and debt fund-
ing for the project and highly
tech-enabled O&M.

The company has built most
of  the portfolio during the post-
Covid era and has a track record
of  delivering each of  its proj-
ects before time. As against, 18
months period permitted from
the effective scheduling of  the
PPA to commissioning, the com-
pany has a track record of  exe-
cuting this in less than a year,
sources said.

With its capacity target to
reach 45 GW, it has the poten-
tial to deliver 6X growth from
FY23 and FY30, they said,
adding around 40 GW worth
resource assessment has al-
ready been done – sites, geot-
echnical studies, sourcing
equipment etc. With constantly
upgrading technology, there
are chances that there could
be an upside surprise in terms
of  output.

Everyone wants a pie of India’s largest green power producer
AGEL is one company

within the Adani Portfolio,
which has attracted a

range of investors over the
past few months even

after stringent allegations
against its parent firm

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 24: The Reserve
Bank is likely to maintain status
quo on policy rates for the fourth
time in a row at its bi-monthly
monetary policy review meet-
ing early next month, as retail in-
flation continues to remain high
and the US Federal Reserve has
decided to keep a hawkish stance
for some more time, according
to experts.

The Reserve Bank Governor-
headed six-member Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) meet-
ing is scheduled for October 4-6,
2023. The last meeting of  the
MPC, the highest rating-setting
panel, was in August.

“We do expect the RBI to hold
on to a status quo position this
time as inflation is still high and
liquidity tight. In fact, going by
RBI forecast on inflation, it would
be above 5 per cent in Q3 too,
which will ensure that the sta-
tus quo prevails for the calendar
year for sure and probably Q4
too,” said Madan Sabnavis, Chief
Economist, Bank of  Baroda.

Sabnavis further said there
are uncertainties relating to
Kharif  crop, especially on pulses,
which can increase prices.

“The comfort is that there is
less concern on growth which is
on target,” he added.

Although the Consumer Price
Index (CPI)-based retail infla-
tion eased a bit to 6.83 per cent
in August from 7.44 per cent in
the preceding month in July, it
remained above the Reserve
Bank’s comfort level of  6 per
cent. It may be mentioned that
the government has mandated
the RBI to keep inflation at 4 per
cent with 2 per cent margin on
either side.

Aditi Nayar, Chief  Economist,
ICRA Limited said the headline
CPI inflation is expected to ease
to 5.3-5.5 per cent in September
2023 from 6.8 per cent in August
2023, benefitting from the halv-
ing of  the average price of  toma-
toes as well as a favourable base.

“... We expect the CPI infla-
tion to ease to 5.6 per cent in Q3
FY2024 and further to 5.1 per
cent in Q4 FY2024, amid upside
risks to food inflation on account
of  the impact of  uneven and
sub-par monsoons and low reser-

voir levels on Kharif  yields and
Rabi sowing, respectively,” she
said. Nayar said ICRA expects the
MPC to remain on hold in
October 2023 policy, while con-
tinuing to demonstrate caution
amid a cloudy outlook for food
inflation and elevated crude oil
prices.

The Reserve Bank has pro-
jected CPI inflation at 5.4 per
cent for 2023-24, with Q2 at 6.2 per
cent, Q3 at 5.7 per cent and Q4 at
5.2 per cent, with risks evenly bal-
anced. CPI inflation for Q1, 2024-
25 is projected at 5.2 per cent.

The Reserve Bank mainly fac-
tors in the CPI-based inflation
while arriving at its bi-monthly
monetary policy.

The borrowing cost which
started rising in May last year
has stabilised with RBI keeping
the repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per
cent since February, when it was
raised from 6.25 per cent. Later
in the next three bi-monthly pol-
icy reviews in April, June and
August the benchmark rate was
retained.

INFLATION STILL HIGH

‘RBI to maintain status quo’
Reserve Bank had raised
the benchmark repo rate
to 6.5% February 8, and

since then it has retained
the rates at the same level
in view of the stubbornly
high retail inflation and

certain global factors
including elevated 

crude oil prices in the
international market The RBI has gone along with the market sentiment of

retaining the benchmark interest rate at 6.5 per cent
for quite some time now. However, it’s time for the central
bank to contemplate a reduction of the interest rate with the
objective of boosting growth
SANJAY BHUTANI | DIRECTOR, MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 24: Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) have
pulled out over `10,000 crore
from Indian equities in the first
three weeks of  September, pri-
marily due to rising US interest
rates, recessionary fears, and
overvalued domestic stocks.

According to the data with de-
positories, in the 15 trading days,
so far in September, FPIs were
sellers in 11 days with a net with-
drawal of  `10,164 crore.

This figure includes bulk deals
and investments through the
primary market.

Of  the total pullout of  ̀ 10,164
crore so far this month (till
September 22), over ̀ 4,700 crore
was withdrawn in the last week
alone.

The latest outflow came after
FPI investment in equities hit a
four-month low of  ̀ 12,262 crore
in August.

FPI flows have displayed a
subdued pattern over the past
few weeks. This hesitancy
among investors can be attrib-
uted to growing apprehensions
about inflation and the interest
rate landscape, particularly in
the US, coupled with uncer-
tainties regarding global eco-
nomic g rowth,  Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate Director
-  M a n a g e r  Re s e a rch ,
Morningstar India, said.

As a result, investors have
turned cautious and adopted
a “wait and watch” approach
when considering investments
in emerging markets like

India, he added.
On the other hand, FPIs in-

vested `295 crore in the coun-
try’s debt market during the pe-
riod under review.

With this, the total investment
by FPIs in equity has reached
`1.25 lakh crore and close to
`28,476 crore in the debt market
this year so far.

The sectoral data revealed
that as of  September 15, min-
ing, power, services, oil, and
telecommunication registered
the highest outflows, and sec-
tors such as financial services,
capital foods, consumer serv-
ices, IT, and realty attracted cu-
mulative buying.

INVESTORS SPOOKED

FPIs outflow crosses 
`10,000 crore mark
Before the outflow, foreign investors were incessantly buying

Indian equities in the last six months from March to
August and brought in `1.74 lakh crore during the period

Since valuations remain
high even after the
recent pullback and US

bond yields are attractive
(the US 10-year bond yield is
around 4.49 per cent) FPIs
are likely to press sales so
long as this trend persists
VK VIJAYAKUMAR | CHIEF INVESTMENT
STRATEGIST, GEOJIT FINANCIAL SERVICES

REUTERS

New Delhi, Sept 24: India’s avi-
ation authorities have ruled out
intervening in a dispute between
Akasa Air and its pilots after
the budget carrier accused the
regulator of  inaction, a legal fil-
ing shows.

Over 40 of  Akasa’s 450 pilots
quit without serving their notice
in recent weeks, and the airline
has sued some of  them and chal-
lenged Indian authorities in
court for not acting on its re-
quests to deal with alleged pilot
“misconduct”. The airline has
also warned of  a shut down due
to the crisis.

India mandates a notice pe-
riod of  6-12 months for pilots
which some pilot organisations
are challenging in court. Akasa
argues its contractual obliga-
tions with pilots remain in force,
and is suing the regulator for
not intervening in the public in-
terest.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) and the
aviation ministry in a September
22 filing at the Delhi High Court
said Akasa’s plea should be

thrown out as the regulator is un-
able to interfere in the matter.

The DGCA “does not have any
power or delegated authority to
interfere in any employment
contract,” it said.

Akasa has accused the DGCA
of  being “unwilling to take any
action” which resulted in “sig-
nificant financial and opera-
tional hardship” to the airline.

The pilot resignations caused
632 flight cancellations in August,

according to Akasa, an estimated
18% of  the roughly 3,500 flights the
airline usually operates in a month.

The DGCA contested that po-
sition in its court filing, saying
it “categorically denies” that
Akasa “provided any documents
or reasons” in respect of  can-
cellation as a result of  pilot exits.

Sharing data, it said only 1.17%
of  Akasa’s flights were cancelled
in August. The 6,000 member
Federation of  Indian Pilots have
also responded to Akasa’s plea,
saying flight cancellation num-
bers were “unsubstantiated”
and that the DGCA cannot in-
terfere in the dispute.

“Alleged mass resignation of
pilots ... also serves as an indi-
cation of  employee discontent,”
the federation said.

Can’t interfere in Akasa dispute: DGCA

AKASA WARNED OF SHUT 
DOWN AFTER PILOTS QUIT

AIRLINE CALLS ON INDIAN
AUTHORITIES TO INTERVENE

OVER 600 FLIGHTS CANCELLED
IN AUG OVER PILOT LOSSES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 24: All indi-
vidual demat account holders
and mutual fund investors have
time till September 30, to nom-
inate a beneficiary or opt out of
it by submitting a declaration
form, failing which their demat
accounts and folios will be frozen,
and they will not be able to re-
deem their investments.

This mandate applies to both
new as well as existing investors,
according to the Securities and
Exchange Board of  India (Sebi).

The move is aimed at help-
ing investors to secure their as-
sets and pass them on to their
legal heirs.

“This will ensure smooth
and hassle-free transfer of  se-
curities to the legal heirs of
the investors in case of  any
unfortunate event,” Tejas
Khoday, co-founder and CEO
at FYERS, said.

Under Sebi’s rule, new in-
vestors must either nominate
their securities or formally opt
out of  nomination through a
declaration form when opening
trading and demat accounts.

For existing investors, in-
cluding jointly-held mutual fund
folios, failing to meet this dead-
line will result in the freezing of
folios for debits. Further, in-
vestors’ demat accounts or mu-
tual funds folios will be frozen
and inaccessible until they nom-
inate or declare opt-out.

In July 2021, Sebi had asked
all existing eligible trading and
demat account holders to pro-
vide choice of  nomination on or
before March 31, 2022, failing
which the trading and demat
accounts would have been frozen
for debits. Later, this was ex-
tended by one more year till
March 31, 2023.

With regards to mutual fund
unitholders, the regulator in
its circular June 15, 2022, made
it mandatory for mutual fund
subscribers to submit the nom-
ination details or declaration to
opt out of  the nomination on or
after August 1, 2022. Later, the
deadline was extended to
October 1, 2022, and again till
March 2023.

Deadline to add
nominee nears

MFs NOMINATION

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Sept 24: To mark its
24th Foundation Day September
27, which is also coinciding with
the World Tourism Day, IRCTC
will be offering a slew of  offers
to customers booking air tickets
from it.

IRCTC will not be charging
any convenience fees from the
customers booking international
as well as domestic flight tickets
on its website from September
25 to 27.

Customers will be able to avail
this offer by booking their tick-
ets through IRCTC’s air ticket-
ing portal www.irctc.co.in as
well as IRCTC Air mobile app.

Along with the zero conven-
ience fees, IRCTC has also
launched other offers on this oc-
casion with discounts up to ̀ 2,000
on air tickets on card transactions
of  different banks.

Apart for the limited period of-
fers, IRCTC Air also offers de-
fence fares and leave travel con-
cession (LTC)  t ickets  for
government officials, a state-
ment issued by IRCTC said.

Further, as a value addition,
IRCTC also provides a travel in-
surance of  `50 lakh for every
air ticket booked through its
portal, it added.

WORLD TOURISM DAY

IRCTC declares offers
to mark foundation day

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 24: The com-
bined market valuation of  eight
of  the 10 most valued firms
plunged by ̀ 2,28,690.56 crore in
a holiday-shortened last week,
with HDFC Bank and Reliance
Industries taking the biggest
hit, amid an overall weak trend
in equities.

Last week, the BSE benchmark
fell 1,829.48 points or 2.69 per
cent, and the Nifty declined 518.1
points or 2.56 per cent. Equity
markets were closed Tuesday on
account of  Ganesh Chaturthi.

From the top-10 pack, Reliance
Industries, HDFC Bank, ICICI
Bank, Infosys, ITC, State Bank
of  India, Bharti Airtel and Bajaj
Finance were the laggards while
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)
and Hindustan Unilever were
the gainers.

The market valuation of  HDFC
Bank plummeted by `99,835.27
crore to ̀ 11,59,154.60 crore. Shares
of  the company fell by nearly 8
per cent last week.

The valuation of  Reliance
Industries plunged ̀ 71,715.6 crore
to `15,92,661.42 crore. The com-
pany’s shares declined over 4
per cent past week.

ICICI  Bank’s  valuation
dropped `29,412.17 crore to
`6,65,432.34 crore and that of
Bharti Airtel fell by `12,964.55
crore to `5,10,759.01 crore.

The market capitalisation
(mcap) of  Infosys declined by
`6,744.34 crore to `6,20,893.53
crore and that of  ITC went lower
by ̀ 6,484.52 crore to ̀ 5,52,680.92
crore.

In the ranking of  top-10 firms,
Reliance Industries remained
the most valued company fol-
lowed by TCS, HDFC Bank, ICICI
Bank, Infosys,  Hindustan
Unilever, ITC, State Bank of  India,
Bharti Airtel and Bajaj Finance.

8 of top 10 firms
lose ̀ 2.28L-crore
in market value

IRCTC not to charge 
any convenience fees on

air tickets bookings
between Sept 25 to 27
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Indore, Sept 24: Shubman Gill
(104, 97b, 6x4, 4x6) showed his
insatiable hunger for runs with
his fifth hundred of  the year
while Shreyas Iyer (105, 90b,
11x4, 3x6) hit a timely ton under
pressure to set up a series seal-
ing 99-run win for India in the sec-
ond ODI against Australia here
Sunday. More importantly how-
ever, Ravichandran Ashwin (3/41)
found his ODI mojo as India look
for a replacement for the injured
Axar Patel. 

Gill and Iyer shared a stroke-
filled 200-run stand off  164 balls
before Suryakumar Yadav (72 n
o, 37b, 6x4, 6x6) unleashed car-
nage to fire India to 399 for five,
the hosts’ highest total against
Australia in ODIs. Skipper KL

Rahul (52, 38b, 3x4, 3x6) also
chipped in with a swashbuck-
ling knock. 

Rain stopped play for the sec-
ond time in the game when
Australia were 56 for two in nine
overs. With the revised target
of  317 in 33 overs, they fell fur-

ther behind in the game and
ended with 217 all out in 28.2
overs. 

David Warner (53, 39b, 7x4,
1x6), who batted right-handed
against Ashwin and Sean Abbott
(54, 36b 4x4, 5x6) were the only
two Australian batters to offer

some resistance.
Prasidh Krishna (2/56) pro-

vided the initial breakthroughs
while Ravindra Jadeja (3/42) de-
stroyed the tail. The series win
without their five main players
will certainly be huge boost for
India ahead of  the World Cup at
home. 

While Gill extended his sen-
sational run with a fifth ODI
hundred in 2023, runs were more
than welcome for Iyer who
missed the majority of  Asia Cup
with a back spasm soon after
returning from a long injury
lay-off.

Brief  scores: India 399 for 5
(Shreyas Iyer 105, Shubman Gill
104, Suryakumar Yadav 72 n o,
KL Rahul 52) beat Australia (tar-
get revised to 317) 217 in 28.2
overs (Sean Abbot 54, David
Warner 53, Ravi Ashwin 3/41,
Ravindra Jadeja 3/42) by 99 runs.    

Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159
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AGENCIES

Hangzhou, Sept 24: Even
though India did not have any
gold to show for on the opening
day of  the Asian Games here
Sunday, the rowers and shooters
did the country proud by win-
ning silver and bronze medals
in a number of  events. Indian
rowers powered their way to
two silver and a bronze medal
while the shooters finished with
a team silver and an individual
bronze in the women’s 10m air
rifle competition.

On a pleasant morning with
the conditions just perfect for
rowing at the Fuyang Water
Sports Centre here, Arjun Lal
Jat and Arvind Singh opened the
country’s account with a silver
medal in the men’s lightweight
doubles sculls event. The Indian

duo clocked 6:28.18s to finish
behind China’s Junjie Fan and
Man Sun, who won gold with a
time of  6:23.16s. 

Arvind said they were aiming
for gold but an injury two months
ago hampered his training. “We
missed training for 20 to 25 days
as I was having lower-back pain
for the last two months. I was-
n’t able to push myself  as much
due to the injury,” said Arvind.

The silver was just a precursor
of  the things to come as the gru-
elling men’s coxed eight event
saw a keen tussle between China
and India before the latter fin-
ished second with a time of
5:43.01s, which was 2.84s behind
the host team, who clocked 5:40.17s.

The Indian side comprised
Neeraj, Nareskh Kalwaniya,
Neetish Kumar, Charanjeet Singh,
Jaswinder Singh, Bheem Singh,

Puneet Kumar and Ashish.
“It was a great race for us. It

went according to the plan we
had gone over with our coach
and teammates yesterday
(Saturday),” said Dhananjay
Uttam Pande, who performed
the role of  a coxswain to per-
fection in the team.

The achievement is all the
more creditable given that row-
ers from powerhouse Uzbekistan
and Japan finished fourth and
fifth respectively.

In the coxless pair event,
India’s Babulal Yadav and Lekh
Ram settled for a bronze with a
time of  6:50.41 seconds, behind
Hong Kong (6 :44 .20s)  and
Uzbekistan 6:48.11s.

The experienced trio of
Mehuli Ghosh, Ramita Jindal
and Ashi Chouksey bagged the
women’s team silver while

Ramita also clinched an indi-
vidual bronze in the 10m air
rifle event as Indian shooters
made an impressive start to
their Asian Games campaign.

A combined score of  1,886.0
earned the Indian troika the
second spot behind hosts China,
who smashed the Asian record
with a score of  1,896.6. Junior
world champion Ramita then
won the individual bronze in
her event, shooting 230.1 in the
eight-shooter finals. Mehuli,
the other Indian to make the
eight-shooter final, finished
fourth with a score of  208.43.

Indian shooters are looking to
better their previous best show
of  nine medals at the Asian
Games which they achieved in
Jakarta. Mehuli said winning
a silver medal in such a strong
field felt ‘prestigious’. “Winning

the first medal for India is spe-
cial for me and my teammates.
The (aggregate qualification)
score is a very good one. It was
a very tough competition and
winning a team silver is presti-
gious,” said Mehuli.

Ramita on the other hand,
pointed out that she still has to
improve a lot to perform well at
the senior level. 

“The competition from the
Chinese shooters was really
tough. They rarely miss,”
Ramita said. “I am just hoping
that I continue to improve on a
consistent basis,” she added.

Rowers, shooters start medal rush
INDIA BEGIN ASIAN GAMES CAMPAIGN WINNING 3 SILVER AND 2 BRONZE MEDALS ON OPENING DAY

SHOOTING STARS: The silver-winning trio of (from L) Ramita Jindal, Mehuli Ghosh and Ashi Chouksey WATER WARRIORS: Rowers Arjun Lal Jat (L) and Arvind Singh proudly pose with their medals Sunday   

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hangzhou, Sept 24: Lalit
Upadhyay, Varun Kumar and
Mandeep Singh slammed a hat-
trick each as India started their
men’s hockey campaign at the
Asian Games with a 16-0 rout of
lowly-ranked Uzbekistan here
Sunday.

Ranked third in the world,
India began the match as clear
favourites against the World No.
66 Uzbeks and expectedly dom-
inated the proceedings from start
to finish in the Pool A match.

Lalit (seventh, 24th, 37th, 53rd)
and Varun (12th, 36th, 50th, 52nd)
fired in four goals each, while
Mandeep (18th, 27th, 28th minutes)
found the net thrice. Abhishek
(17th), Amit Rohidas (38th),
Sukhjeet (42nd), Shamsher Singh
(43rd) and Sanjay (57th) were the
other goal scorers for India.

India skipper Harmanpreet
Singh did not play the match as
he was rested after donning the
responsibility of  being the joint
flag-bearer along with Olympic

medal l ist  boxer  Lovlina
Borgohain during the opening
ceremony of  the Asian Games
here Saturday.

It was a complete domination
from the Indians who took seven
minutes to break the deadlock,
but once they did, it was complete
mayhem for Uzbekistan. However,
the matter for concern is that
India could only convert five of
the 14 penalty corners they got.
India scored 10 field goals while
another one was from a ‘stroke’. 

The Indians got their first
chance in the fifth minute but
Abhishek’s tap from close range
was saved by Uzbek goalkeeper
Davlat Tolibbaev. Minutes later
Sukhjeet earned India’s first
penalty corner but Sanjay’s flick
was kept away by Tolibbaev.

However, India broke the dead-
lock seconds later when Lalit
scored from a rebound after
Tolibbaev had made a double
save. Varun doubled India’s lead
in the 12th minute by converting
India’s second penalty corner.

Mandeep was the live-wire
upfront. Not only did he score
goals, but also set up his team-
mates with easy openings with
his brilliant dribbling skills.

Minutes from half  time,
Mandeep joined the party, scor-
ing two goals in a span of  a
minute. The Olympic bronze
medallists led 7-0 at the break. 

INDIA BEGIN
WITH A BANG
MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM
SCORE 16 GOALS
AGAINST UZBEKISTAN
WITH 3 PLAYERS 
GETTING HAT-TRICKS  

A tense moment in front of the Uzbekistan goal during their game against
India, Sunday  

Bezzecchi wins
maiden Indian GP
New Delhi: Marco Bezzecchi
displayed remarkable
temperament and riding skills
to emerge winner in the
inaugural Indian Grand Prix
here Sunday. Bezzecchi, riding
for Mooney VR46 Racing
Team, had to ward off stiff
competition from Jorge
Martin and Francesco
Bagnaia, the championship
leaders, before standing atop
the victor’s podium at the
Buddh International Circuit.
The race started with Martin
of Prima Pramac racing into
the lead at Turn 1, followed by
Bagnaia and Bezzecchi was in
third place this time.
Bezzecchi, however, regained
his top spot soon. First, he
overtook Bagnaia to claim
second place and then raced
into the lead when an error at
Turn 4 sent Martin wide.

Odisha clubbed
in tough squads
New Delhi: Odisha have been
clubbed with heavyweights
Bengal and Punjab in the
Santosh Trophy groupings
that were announced
Sunday. The fourth team in
the group are Delhi.
Defending champions
Karnataka, runners-up
Meghalaya along with hosts
Arunachal Pradesh have
been exempted from playing
the first group stage. In the
final group stage, 12 teams
will be divided into two
groups that will determine
the semifinalists.

Arsenal, Spurs play
out exciting draw 
London: Arsenal and
Tottenham Hotspur shared
four goals and points while
Liverpool hammered West
Ham 3-1 to maintain pressure
on defending English 
Premier League champions
Manchester City in matches
played Sunday. The game
between the Gunners and
Spurs was an exciting 
affair. Arsenal twice took 
the lead, first through an 
own goal by Cristian Romero
and then a penalty converted
by Bukayo Saka. However,
Spurs came back strongly
after conceding with Son
Heung-min (42nd and 55th)
restoring parity.  

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hangzhou, Sept 24: Pooja
Vastrakar (4/17) bowled a sharp
and incisive spell to take the
Indian women’s cricket team
to their maiden Asian Games
final, crushing Bangladesh by
eight wickets in a lop-sided semi-
f inal  here  Sunday.  I t  was
Vastrakar’s career-best figures
as Bangladesh were bowled out
for 51 in 17.5 overs – their low-
est ever T20 score against India.

India will face Sri Lanka in the
final Monday. The Lankans de-
feated defending champions
Pakistan, who had won the gold
at Incheon Games 2014, by six
wickets in the semifinals. 

Vastrakar and her young new-
ball partner Titas Sadhu (1/10)
had the Bangaldeshi batters on
the hop right from the word go.
The only Bangladeshi to reach
double figures was skipper Nigar
Sultana (12). 

The victory target of  52 was
a cakewalk for India with
Jemimah Rodrigues (20 n o)
leading the charge. The two

Indian wickets to fall were that
of  skipper Smriti Mandhana
(7) and Shafali Verma (17). 

The good news for India is
that skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
will be back for the finals. She
is currently serving a two-match
suspension which ended Sunday.
She was suspended due to her
angry public outburst and crit-
i c i s m  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f
Bangladeshi umpiring while
playing against them in an away
series a few months back.

Medal guaranteed
for eves cricket team 

AGENCIES

Hangzhou, Sept 24: In a re-
match  o f  the  World
Championship final, top Indian
boxer Nikhat Zareen outclassed
Vietnam’s Thi Tam Nguyen 5-0
to move to the women’s 50kg
pre-quarterfinals while Preeti
Pawar (54kg) sealed a place in the
quarterfinals of  the Asian
Games here Sunday.  Zareen
controlled the proceedings from
the word go to emerge winner by
a unanimous verdict.

“I had not expected it (to be a
one-sided bout) but my plan was
to make it one. I didn’t want to
give any chance to her,” Zareen
said after her bout. 

With coveted Olympic quotas
at stake, Zareen said she is con-
centrating on qualifying for the
Paris Olympics first. All four
semifinalists in the light fly-
weight category will ear n
Olympic quotas.

In the other bout on the day,
Preeti notched up an RSC (ref-
eree stops contest) win over
Jordan’s Silina Alhasanat.
Khatri misses out

India narrowly missed out on
a medal in Asian Games fencing
when Taniksha Khatri lost to
World No. 2 Man Wai Vivian
Kong of  Hong Kong 7-15 in in-

dividual epee quarterfinal
Sunday. A win would have guar-
anteed a bronze for the Indian
fencer.  Earlier in the day, Khatri
topped her pool winning all her
three matches. 
Sharath raises the bar 

Veteran Achantha Sharath
Kamal raised his game just in
time to help the Indian men’s
team escape unscathed against
Kazakhstan but the women’s

table tennis squad imploded
against a resilient Thailand side
to bow out of  the Asian Games.
Star Indian paddler Manika
Batra failed to win both her sin-
gles matches as the women’s
team lost 2-3 to a resilient
Thailand.  The men’s match
against Kazakhstan was locked
2-2 when Sharath Kamal pro-
duced a face-saving win in the
decisive fifth rubber. He was

two games down, but came back
strongly to win the decisive rub-
ber 5-11, 7-11, 11-9, 11-8, 11-9.
Embarrassing losses 

The Indian women’s Rugby
7s team suffered humiliating
defeats Sunday in their first two
matches of  the Asian Games to
bow out of  the competition.
India lost 0-38 to Hong Kong in
the first match and later in the
day defending champions Japan
hammered the Indians 45-0. 
Football eves bow out 

The Indian women’s football
team failed to qualify for the
knockout stage of  the Asian
Games after suffering a narrow
0-1 loss to Thailand at Wenzhou.
India had lost Friday their open-
ing match 1-2 to Chinese Taipei.
Thongrong Parichat got the win-
ning goal for Thailand in the
52nd minute of  the match. 
Tennis players cruise

India’s top tennis player Sumit
Nagal moved to the men’s singles
pre-quarterfinals of  the Asian
Games without losing a game as
he expectedly thrashed Macau’s
hapless Ho Tin Marco Leung 6-
0, 6-0. In men’s doubles, the sec-
ond-seeded Indian pair of  Saketh
Myneni  and  Ramkumar
Ramanathan outplayed Nepal’s
Abhishek Bastola and Pradip
Khadka 6-2, 6-3. 

Boxers shine on day of mixed fortunes 
SHARATH KEEPS MEN’S TT TEAM IN FRAY, BUT WOMEN PADDLERS SUFFER SHOCKING EXIT 

VASTRAKAR DECIMATES
BANGLADESH AS INDIA
SEAL SPOT IN FINAL 

Pooja Vastrakar bowled a 
match-winning spell for India 

DOMINATING SHOW: Nikhat Zareen (in red) lands a solid right hook on her
opponent’s face during the bout Sunday  PTI PHOTO

BRIEF SCORES: Bangladesh 51 in 17.5
overs (Pooja Vastrakar 4/17) lost to
India 52/2 in 8.2 overs (Jemimah
Rodrigues 20 n o) by 8 wickets. 

India seal series victoryASHWIN FINDS 
FORM AFTER INDIAN
BATTERS PUMMEL
AUSTRALIA  

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hangzhou, Sept 24: Riding on
a Sunil Chhetri strike, the Indian
men’s football team held Myanmar
to a 1-1 draw and progressed to the
round of  16 in the Asian Games
here Sunday.  They will play Saudi
Arabia in the pre-quarters. It is
indeed a great achievement by
the team considering the fact that
they did not have a single proper
session of  training before leaving
the country. 

Chhetri scored from the spot

in the 23rd minute but it was
Rahim Ali who earned the
penalty when he was brought
down inside the box by Hein
Zeyar Lin.  While Lin was shown
a yellow card for his sliding
tackle, the peerless Chhetri made
no mistake in finding the back
of  the net, in what was a repeat
of  the act he performed against
Bangladesh in the second group
game two days ago.

Coming off  the bench, Kyaw
Htwe found the equaliser for
Myanmar when he headed the
ball past Dheeraj Singh in the
74th minute at the Xiaoshan
Sports Centre Stadium here.

However, despite the two teams
having same the number of
points, India progressed as the
runners-up from Group A, as
the Chhetri-led side had scored
more goals than Myanmar.

Footballers defy odds,
reach pre-quarterfinals

Shreyas Iyer got a fine hundred in his comeback game; (Inset): Shubman Gill

TODAY IN SPORTS 
Asian Games

Live on Sony Sports 
4.45am onwards 
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