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SRIKANTH DISAPPOINTS

Shuttler Kidambi Srikanth crashes out
in the 1st round of Syed Modi
International event

SONAM'’S FASHION CHOICE
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Engineering student
killed in road mishap

Bhubaneswar: A B Tech student

was mowed down by a truck near Trapped workers ta
Vanj Vihar overbridge in the state about the trauma they
capital Wednesday. The deceased, A
Pratyushparna Das was a first year went through durlng the
student of Odisha University of A :

Technology and Research (QUAT). 17 day mghtmare

He was en route to his college

when the accident occurred. Police PNN & AGENCIES

arrived on the spot and sent the
body for post-mortem. Later they
also detained the driver who had

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: The
five Odia workers who were

N

fled the spot after the accident. trapped inside the Silkyara tun- BISWESWAR NAYAK DHIREN NAYAK
Eyewitness said that the deceased nel in Uttarakhand for 17 days
was talking over the phone while went through a plethora of emo-  gotchapattis, rice,dalandfood high ~ Bisweswar’s father said.

driving and that may have led to
the accident.

BCCl retains Dravid

New Delhi: Despite India’s loss in
the final of the ODI World Cup, the
BCCI extended Wednesday the
contracts of team’s head coach
Rahul Dravid and his support staff.
With VVS Laxman not too keen to
handle the senior side, the BCCI
decided to retain Dravid to
maintain continuity. Most of the
players of the Indian squad had
also said that they would prefer
Dravid who replaced Ravi Shastri
after the T20 World Cup in 2021.
}Under Dravid, India also finished
runners-up in the last World Test
Championships, losing to Australia
in the final. P12
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I never worry about our citizens. They
are tough. Even after 17 daysina
tunnel, they come out fit and fine
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RARE SIGHTING: A melanistic leopard was found roaming around in a forest in Odisha during the ongoing tiger

census being conducted by the Forest department (P3)
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CHSE orders live streaming of Plus Il exams

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: The
School and Mass Education
(S&ME) department has decided
to live stream the Plus II board
exams conducted by the Council
of Higher Secondary Education
(CHSE) from next year to bring in
more transparency. The CHSE
on its part has asked all the col-
lege principals to submit status
report on installation of CCTV
cameras in their respective ex-
amination centres by December 15.

Officials said that the live
streaming links will be provided
to the Mass Education depart-
ment and the CHSE for moni-
toring. This information has been
passed to principals of all the
colleges by the CHSE controller
of exams, Ashok Kumar Nayak.

“I am directed to inform you
that in view of the conduct of
the Annual HS Examination,
2024 in a smooth and transparent
manner; it is mandatory on the
part of all HS schools affiliated
to CHSE, to record the proceed-

ings of the strong room (of
EMHs), Centre Superintendent of-
fice, examination halls/rooms
and all laboratories (in case of self-
financing HS Schools) in CCTYV,
the footage of which should be
recorded,” Nayak said in a letter.

“In addition to this, live stream-
ing of all these events is to be
made to enable the officials at
CHSE, S&ME Department,
District Collectorate concerned
to monitor each and every ac-
tivity for proper transparency, the
letter added.

tions including despair which
then turned into hope and gloom
again as rescue efforts faced var-
ious snags. However, all of them,
who came out of the tunnel
Tuesday said Wednesday that
never fully gave up hope as they
had contact with human beings
engaged in the rescue work.

The five, namely Khirod (Raju)
Nayak, Dhiren Nayak and
Bisweswar Nayak (all from
Mayurbhanj district), Bhagwan
Bathra ((Nabarangpur) and
Tapan Mandal (Bhadrak) are
expected to return to their re-
spective villages Thursday as
their health conditions are sta-
ble, sources said here.

Initially for the first 10 days
life was tough for the trapped
workers according to Dhiren. “We
survived on puffed rice and dry
fruits,” informed Dhiren. “Later
as the rescue teams dug deep, we

Free foodgrain
scheme extended

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: With general elec-
tions scheduled for April-May next
year, the government Wednesday ex-
tended the the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) scheme
to provide five kilograms of free food-
grains per month to 81.35 crore poor for
another five years that would cost the
exchequer about %11.80 lakh crore.
A decision in thisregard was taken
in the meeting of the Cabinet, chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
here Tuesday. The information was
given Wednesday by Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur.
“The PMGKAY has been extended
for another five years with effect from
January 1, 2024,” Thakur said.
PMGKAY was introduced in 2020

B PMGKAY first introduced in 2020 as
pandemic relief measure

B Current scheme to run till January 2029

as a pandemic relief measure, under
which five kilograms of free food-
grains per beneficiary per month
was provided in addition to the 5kg
of subsidised foodgrain under the
National Food Security Act (NFSA).

The BJD in Odisha dubbed the
Centre’s decision to extend the
PMGKAY for five more years as a ‘poll
gimmick’. “The BJP-led government
at the Centre has all along duped poor
people. Since it came to power, it stopped
several welfare schemes This apart, the
prices of essential commodities have
skyrocketed,” said MLA Dhruba
Charan Behera in Bhubaneswar. P3

US charges Indian in Pannun murder plot

AGENCIES

New York, Nov 29: The US Justice
Department has charged a 52-year-
old Indian national Nikhil Gupta with
involvement in an alleged murder
plot against Khalistani terrorist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun. This de-
velopment comes a week after a

‘Financial Times’ report alleged that
the US had foiled a plot to kill Pannun
and then ‘issued a warning’ to India
over concerns that New Delhi was
‘involved in the plot’ to eliminate
Pannun. The US officials added, the
Indian government agency employee
has variously described himself as a
‘Senior Field Officer’. P10

8 words vie for Oxford honour

The award is given to
help in evolution of
the English language

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 29: ‘Situationship’,
‘swiftie’, ‘beige flag’ and ‘de-influ-
encing’ are among the eight words
on the shortlist for ‘Oxford Word
of the Year’ for 2023, officials of the
Oxford University Press (OUP) said
here Wednesday. The other words in
the list are ‘parasocial’, ‘heatdome’,
‘rizz’ and ‘prompt’.

The eight words will be opened
up to head-to-head voting by the
public with one winner emerging
from each of those competitions,
narrowing the field down to just four
finalists.

Experts will then perform one
last detailed analysis of the cor-

el
WORD
OF THE YEAR

pus data, taking into account the
votes and public commentary on
the finalists, and name the defini-
tive word of the year for 2023.

The shortlist of eight words has
been selected by the language ex-
perts at OUP. They have examined
the 19-billion-word corpus of spo-
ken and written language data for
words or expressions that have seen
a spike in usage or that have been
recently added to the language (ne-
ologisms), officials said.

While ‘situationship’ is a term
used for a romantic or sexual re-

lationship that is not considered
to be formal or established, ‘beige
flag’ refers to a character trait that
indicates that a partner or a po-
tential one is boring or lacks orig-
inality.

‘Swiftie’ is an enthusiastic fan of
singer Taylor Swift while ‘de-
influencing’ is the practice of dis-
couraging people from buying par-
ticular products, or of encouraging
people to reduce their consumption
of material goods, via social media.

“Everyone has a role to play in
how the English language evolves
over time, which is why we wanted
language lovers across the world
to help us select the word that best
reflected their experiences of 2023.
The world seems to be spinning
faster than ever, the mood of 2023
bouncing from extremes from one
moment to another,” said Casper
Grathwohl, president of ‘Oxford
Languages’.

in protein content. Initially for
the first 12 hours, I thought I had
no chance. However, with rescue
work starting early, our hopes
were rekindled,” added Dhiren.
Recounting the ordeal, Dhiren
said that they had all planned
to celebrate Diwali, November 12
and were on their way out when
disaster struck. “We finished work
early. We were on the way out
when the tunnel collapsed,” he
informed. Dhiren also said that
initially they did not have breath-
ing problems as the tunnel was
long and had enough oxygen.
The families of the four oth-
ers are celebrating in their re-
spective villages even Wednesday:
“I am relieved to know that my
son has been rescued... I spoke
with him over the phone
Wednesday morning and in-
quired about his health. I am
now eagerly waiting to see him,”

Bisweswar meanwhile in-
formed that initially they were
very afraid and apprehensive
about what lay in store. “Initially
we were all very afraid as rub-
ble continued to fall on us and the
area around us. Luckily, how-
ever, the debris stopped falling
after four hours,” said Bisweswar:
He informed that the first 10
days were traumatic, but in uni-
son they managed to survive.
“We got freshly-cooked food and
new clothes from the 11th day on-
wards and then our hopes
soared,” he added.

Bisweswar also informed that
they kept their minds alert by
playing various gameslike ‘chor- -
police’ and exercising religiously. -
“Once we started talking to our
families, we realised that res-
cue was near. However, the var-
ious technical snagsdid actasa
deterrent,” informed Bisweswar.
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Today will be as agreeable
as any day can be. You are
satisfied with what you
have, says Ganesha. Besides, you have
already planned on what you desire and

-

are moving towards it. A date of romantic
nature may turn out to be interesting or it

may lead to a controversy; you have to
decide onit.

......................................

B TAURUS

You can expect a pleasant,
comfortable day at the =
office, today, so says

Ganesha. You will be carrying out your
work cheerfully and effortlessly. You
could, later in the evening, have a
strong urge to go out for dinner with
your family and friends.

H GEMINI

You face a hectic and

demanding day today. You
will spend your entire day
wondering how best to channelise your

energy and enthusiasm. You may be prone

to extreme mood swings as well.
Meditative techniques should help you
keep your mind calm, says Ganesha.

.......................................

l CANCER

You will tend to try new
recipes at home. Family
members will take advan-
tage and enjoy it. You will indulge in pas-

times. Arrival of guests will bring in an air

of festivity and happiness, says Ganesha.

......................................

HLEO

You will be filled with extra-
ordinary self-confidence
and will be able to take on
huge risks. Sportspersons will be able to
make a lot of progress in their fields. You
will square off against any obstacles in

your way using your entire might. While it

is a good day for you, keep a curb on your
speculations, says Ganesha.

M VIRGO
3

Take a little break today,
s 1

and spend some time look-
ing within. At your office

there may be some bitter confrontations,
50 Ganesha advises you to be very careful
and try to prevent things form getting too

difficult. In matters of love, a new romance

may develop. Ganesha says you may enjoy
a peaceful evening with friends.

Ganesha says today you will K n

try to be adept in your

favorite subject. Today you

will be buying antique artistic things too.
If there are any legal proceeding going on
then the results will be in your favor. You
shall be a success in everything that you
touch today. Your artistic streak will come
to the fore today and you will develop an
interest in the fine arts

Il SCORPIO

A series of events at work

front may keep you busy

throughout the day. You

may be unable to manage the clutter and
confusion created by too many things at
the same time. However, you emerge a
fighter because of your power of
resilience. Ganesha advises to go slow,
yet steady; take one problem at a time
and sort it out.

.......................................

M SAGITTARIUS

. ~a
You are caughtina E
whirlpool of emotions, pre-

dicts Ganesha. You may -
come across many ups and downs today.
However, nothing seems to deter you
from your determination and dedication
towards work.

.......................................

Il CAPRICORN

By and large, your life today
will be dull. But, there isn't
something unfavourable or ’
negative about it, assures Ganesha, as

Orissa
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Tashan-e-Ishq, Dil Se

cal.

mastered.

stay practical. 1

choose. For now,

lecting a movie.
Talking about

{ e Jasmine take_s it
IO e day atatime

teresting. To me, every
medium is cool, as long
as the role challenges

Mumbai: Actress Jasmir}e
Bhasin, known for her work in

i ed
Ladies & Gentlemen, has open
up on her personal and work hfg:
balance, saying she stays practi-

i k
Balancing personal angl WOV
life is a trick which Jasmine has

«] take it one day ata time and
keep my
small, with very few close people
around me,” she said .
“I'm pi about the projects1
I picky T'm all in for
jabi » gaid the for-

more Punjabi films,” sal
mer Bigg Boss 14 conﬁesta}nt when
asked about her criteria of se-

OTT, Jasmine

3.« T pI‘O]-
gaid; “I'm totally up for OTT pr¢
ectsand even TV if theroleis1n-

f

Dil Tak,

9

me.

pets.

circle

contagious,”
added the 33-
year-old ac-
tress.
Jasmine

also  has
Warning 2 1n
the pipeline.

AGENCIES

After a tough day on
set, the actress finds peace
and love with her three

“My pets are like a
big bundle of love and
calmness. I believe
everyone should have |
a pet at home; their
positive vibes are

AL PACINO’S GIRLFRIEND
DOESN'T WANT TO MARRY

month-old son Roman with partner
Noor Alfallah, and while she confirmed
they are still together, she insisted
they have no plans to get married.

= 1 Sonam’s definition of true huxury

Mumbai: Actress Sonam Kapoor’s influ-
ence on the Indian fashion landscape and pop
culture is undisputed. The ac-

ANISTON SEEKS SUPPORT FOR
MATTHEW PERRY FOUNDATION

Friends actress Jennifer Aniston has urged fans to support
The Matthew Perry Foundation. She highlighted the work
of the charity - which was founded to help those
struggling with addiction in the wake of her late pal’s
death last month - in recognition of Giving Tuesday.

Godfather actor Al Pacino has five-

product with longevity is luxury. Back in the
day, my mother and grandmother would
preserve expensive sarees in a mal mal
(muslin) cloth, masterji (tailor) would cre-
ate made-to-measure outfits, juttis (shoes)
would be created to fit our feet. I'm also
doing the same.”

She adds, “So, you see, I grew up appreci-
ating the value of personalization and the
handmade. This, tome, is a true luxury. I con-
sciously buy items that are made by local ar-
tisans, are vintage, and are even resold.”

Sonam further says, “I haven’t bought
anything that I haven’'t worn multiple
times. For me, everything that I buy needs E
to be wearable for several years. I don’t be- t‘;
lieve in wearing it once and then returning
it unless I'm borrowing an outfit for an event.”

On the work front, Sonam Kapoor was
last seen in Shome Makhija’s crime thriller
film Blind, which was released on OTT in
July 2023. The film also starred Purab Kohli,
Vinay Pathak, and Lillette Dubey in
supporting roles.  acencies

Sara adds another 4
feather to her cap ¢

Mumbai: Sara Tendulkar, daughter
of cricketing legend Sachin
Tendulkar, shared the special
achievement with her fans.
Taking to her Instagram handle,

Sara dropped a post as she cele-

brated the successful completion

of her Masters in Science from the
prestigious University College of

London (UCL) with a distinction.

She captioned the post as ‘onwards

and upwards.’

/—r = Sara graduated in medicine
i (N like her mother; Anjali Tendulkar,
' MM who is a pediatrician. She has
been in the news for her rumoured
. relationship with cricketer
Shubman Gill.

The 26-year-old has also been
making waves in both aca-
A demic and social circles.
Despite speculation about
her debut in Hindi films,
W\ her cricketer-father put

" an end to the rumors, clar-

tress recently talked about
the need of awareness
regarding the ne-
cessity to reuse,
repeat, and re-
wear clothing.
Sonam
says, “Tome,
having a

ifying that there were no such plans.
Apart from her academic ac-
complishments, Sara has _a

been vocal about important -
issues. Recently, she ad-
dressed the misuse of tech-
nology after falling prey to
Al-generated deepfake.

In an official statement posted on
her Instagram handle, Sara expressed
her concerns about fake social media
accounts impersonating her and
spreading deepfake photos. She
penned, “Social media is a won-
derful space for all of us to share
our joys, sorrows and daily ac-
tivities. However, it is discon-
certing to see the misuse of
technology as it takes away
from the truth and authen-
ticity of the internet,” adding
“Entertainment should
never come at the expense
of truth.” AGENCIES

A scene from Odia play Bibarna Pruthibi, staged at Rabindra Mandap, Wednesday. Written and directed by Pradeep
Biswal, it was the concluding show of the festival organised by Bhubaneswar-based drama troupe Swetapadma
"L e 4 Nataghara. The three-day festival was hosted to commemorate the troupe’s 10th Foundation Day. OP PHOTO
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1to 9, without repeating any.
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RARE MELANISTIC LEOPARD
SIGHTED IN ODISHA FORESTS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: A rare
melanistic leopard has been spot-
ted during the ongoing camera
trap tiger census in Odisha’s
forest areas.

Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (wildlife) Susanta
Nanda Wednesday shared some
images of the melanistic leop-

ECoR to increase
spl train services

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Keeping
in view the passengers’ demand,
the East Coast Railway (ECoR)
has decided to increase the serv-
ices of special trains currently
running under its jurisdiction.

ECoR sources Wednesday said
J~some more special trains have
also been decided to run to var-
ious destinations through the
ECR to avoid overcrowding in
winter.

Train no 08579/08580
Visakhapatanam-Secunderabad-
Visakhapatanam Special train de-
parting every Wednesday from
Visakhapatnam and every
Thursday from Secunderabad
will run now till February 1,
2024.

The Visakhapatnam-Tirupati
Special Train which departs
every Monday from
Visakhapatnam and every
Tuesday from Tirupati will now
/ run till January 30, 2024.

The Visakhapatnam-
Bengaluru Special Train de-
parting every Sunday from
Visakhapatnam and every
Monday from Bengaluru will
now run till January 29, 2024.

The Srikakulam Road-Kollam-
Srikakulam Road Special will
depart from Srikakulam at 11am
every Saturday till January 27,
2024 while on the return route the
train will leave Kollam every
Sunday till January 28, 2024.

The Visakhapatnam-Kollam-
Visakhapatnam Special will leave
Visakhapatnam at 8:20am every
Wednesday from November 29,
2023 to January 31, 2024 while on
the return route, the train will
run from Kollam at 7:35pm every
Thursday from 30 November
2023 to February 1, 2024.

The Puri-Patna-Puri Special
will leave Puri at 2.55pm every
Saturday and Patna at 1.45pm
every Sunday till December
30, 2023.

The Bhubaneswar-Dhanbad-
Bhubaneswar Special running
daily between Puri and Dhanbad
will run till December 30. The
train leaves Puri at 8:25pm and
Dhanbad at 4:00pm.

The Bhanjpur (Baripada)-Puri-
Bhanjpur Special will leave
Bhanjpur every Thursday and
Saturday till December 31. It
will leave Puri every Friday and
Sunday.

The Santragachi-Puri-
Santragachi Special will depart
from Santragachi every Friday
till December 30, 2023 and from
Puri every Saturday.

The Sambalpur-Erode-
Sambalpur Special will run till
March 2024 from Sambalpur
every Wednesday and Erode
every Friday.

The ECoR has taken the de-
cision by reviewing the passen-
} ger profile management as these
trains on the above routes are
running with extra passengers.

ard and said the census is throw-
ing up some exciting and un-
expected presence of wild fauna
in the state. However, the loca-
tion of the big cat was not dis-
closed for safety concerns, pri-
marily from poachers.

The tiger census is underway
in Similipal National Park,
spread over 2,750 sq km area in
Mayurbhanj district, in four

phases. The tiger census is also
being conducted across Odisha.

The big cat survey through
camera traps in Similipal started
November 23, 2023 and will end
January 18, 2024.

The exercise is currently being
undertaken by trained forest of-
ficials in 209 beats under 19 forest
ranges of Similipal. As many as
209 teams have been engaged in
the survey. The authorities have
decided to conduct the survey in
segments. A sign survey was car-
ried out from October 18 to 20
during which team members col-
lected various sign data like pug-
marks, scats, and direct sightings.

The team that will conduct the
survey will be monitored by range
officers, assistant conservators of
forests (ACsFs), and deputy di-
rectors of the Similipal Tiger
Reserve to ensure exact enu-
meration of the big cat presence
in the sanctuary, sources said.

FOR A CAUSE

Dignitaries including Odia Language, Literature and
Culture Commissioner-cum-Secretary Sujata R
Karthikeyan, Director Dilip Routrai and Odisha Lalit Kala
Akademi President Sudarsan Pattnaik flag off a mobile
art exhibition van in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday

|

BOOST TO HEALTH INFRA: Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, 5T and Nabin Odisha Chairman VK Pandian, Health and Family Welfare Minister Niranjan Pujari, Chief
Secretary PK Jena and department Commissioner-cum-Secretary Shalini Pandit with some of the 3,732 newly-appointed nursing officers during ‘Nijukti Parba’
at Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday

Silkyara & audit of tunnels: Lessons at what price

DEBASISH PANIGRAHI, OP

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Soon
after 41 workers were pulled out
of the partially collapsed Silkyara
tunnel in Uttarkashi Tuesday
night, Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari said the accident had
taught a lot and safety audit of
all tunnels in the country would
commence soon. He also ad-
mitted that it was very tough to
work in the Himalayas and new
solutions would have to be found.
This would essentially mean
the government’s earlier deci-
sion to expedite the 900 km Char
Dham Pariyojana (project) in
Uttarakhand that aims to im-
prove connectivity to the reli-
gious pilgrimage sites of
Gangotri, Yamnotri, Kedarnath
and Badrinath was not only
disingenuous but it also lacked
proper ground assessment. The
safety aspects were thrown to
the wind - despite red flags raised
by geologists, environmental-
ists and locals - in an apparent
rush to complete the project be-
fore the approaching
Parliamentary elections.
Moreover, the environment
impact assessment (EIA) in the
fragile Himalayan ecosystem

was tweaked by dividing the
project into 53 divisions (any
proposed highway running be-
yond 100km needs environmental
clearance), thus obtaining a go-
ahead from the Supreme Court
on the pretext of ‘national se-
curity’. Just about a month ear-
lier, the collapse of a massive
under-construction dam in
Sikkim had come as a wakeup
call for the government and
planners about the collaterals
people have to pay for an ill-con-
ceived and reckless infrastruc-
tural project.

1 2

The outcome of the tunnel
audit notwithstanding, the fact
remains that escape routes in
any long tunnel (Silkyara is 4.5
km long) to facilitate rescue
work in case of emergencies is
anorm everywhere in the world.
The Silkyara experience exposed
the paucity of such features
when the stranded labourers
had to be pulled out manually
using the outlawed ‘rat hole’
technique. This method, often
used by coal mine plunderers
in the North-East, was banned
by the National Green Tribunal

Extension of PMGKAY for
5 years poll gimmick: BJD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) Wednesday
dubbed the Centre’s decision to
extend Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY)
for five more years as a ‘poll
gimmick’.

The Central government
Wednesday extended the
PMGKAY scheme to provide 5 kg
free foodgrains per month to
81.35 crore poor for another five
years that would cost the ex-
chequer about Rs 11.80 lakh
crore. The opposition Congress
also criticised the BJP-led Central
government and termed the de-
cision to extend PMGKAY for
another five years as “election-
oriented”.

“The BJP-led government at
the Centre has all along duped
poor people. Since the BJP came
to power, it stopped several wel-
fare schemes. This apart, the

prices of essential commodities
have skyrocketed. “During Covid-
19 pandemic, the Centre reduced
the foodgrains provided under
the PMGKAY by half to5kg. As
the general election is ap-
proaching, it is a gimmick by
the Centre to extend the scheme.
This is not a new scheme, but just
an extension of the old scheme,”
BJD MLA Dhruba Charan Jena
told reporters here.

Replying to a question, the
BJD lawmaker asked the BJP
state leadership to explain why
the Centre reduced the quantity
of free-of-cost foodgrains from 10
kg to 5 kg.

Senior Congress leader
Panchanan Kanungo also al-
leged that the Centre has been
cruel to the poor people by rais-
ing the price of essential com-
modities and now extending the
free-of-cost foodgrain scheme
by another five years aiming the
upcoming general elections.

RBI to hold coin, soiled note exchange camps

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will
organise block-level camps to
enable people to exchange coins
and soiled notes.

RBI regional director Sharada
Prasanna Mohanty said
Wednesday that the camps will
be held for three monthws, start-
ing December first week. “During
the three months, people can ex-
change coins and soiled notes

at the camps at block head-
quarters and market areas. The
initiative is being facilitated by
various banks,” he said.
Awareness drives will be
launched ahead of the pro-
gramme, he said while urging
people not to pay heed to rumours.
He also made it clear that peo-
ple, as usual, can deposit coins at
banks. And in the event of re-
fusal by any bank, the customers
can lodge complaints through
the RBI banking ombudsman.

BJP Odisha unit president
Manmohan Samal thanked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for the extension of the free-of-
cost foodgrain provision for the
poor people.

“During five years of the Modi
government, as many as 13.5
crore people have come beyond
the BPL category. The free food-
grain scheme is a big success of
the Modi government,” Samal
said, adding that the Centre will
spend Rs 11.80 lakh crore to-
wards free-of-cost foodgrain dis-
tribution.

BJP MLA Nauri Nayak said:
“The Centre provided free food-
grains during the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The announcement of
free-of-cost foodgrain has ended
Naveen Patnaik's Rupee 1 a kg
rice scheme. Now, the foodgrain
is available free of cost. Neither
the beneficiary nor the state gov-
ernment pay for the free rice. It
is indeed a pro-poor scheme.”

in 2014 as it is not only ‘unsci-
entific’ but it also causes serious
environmental degradation.

Geologists say that firms and
agencies carrying out tunnelling
work in India seldom follow the
prescribed safety concerns. They
also tend to overlook the con-
struction norms and design phi-
losophy of the New Australian
Tunnelling Method, which man-
dates escape routes in long tun-
nels which come handy during
disasters and emergencies —for
workers during construction
and motorists/users as well,
later on.

And finally, clarity, trans-
parency and effective stock tak-
ing should be maintained in such
projects —from conception, exe-
cution to completion. However,
in case of Silkyara project, many
of these aspects were found want-
ing. Officials of the Bernard
Gruppe, a Europe-based firm
which provided design support
to Navyug Construction, the
agency engaged in the con-
struction of the Silkyara-Barkot
project, was quoted as saying
that the geological conditions
proved to be more challenging
than predicted in the tender doc-
uments from the very start of
the tunnel driving.

ASI completes
Ratnabhandar
laser scanning

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Nov 29: The
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) concluded the laser scan-
ning of the outer walls of the
Srimandir Ratnabhandar in
Puri, Wednesday.

The central agency has taken
pictures of 49 points —37 Tuesday
and 12 Wednesday - on the outer
wall of the temple treasury. The
ASIwill hold a meeting with the
temple body for conducting laser
scanning of shrines on the tem-
ple premises, Thursday.

Superintending Archaeologist
DB Garnayak said the damage,
if any, will be documented for
evaluating the condition of the
structure and for planning its
conservation. “The ASI will sub-
mit its assessment report to
SJTA, which will then be re-
viewed by a technical team. A de-
cision on taking up repair works
will be taken accordingly,” said
the temple's chief administrator
Ranjan Kumar Das.

OP PHOTO

Min meets rescued Odisha
workers in Uttarkhand hosp

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Labour
Minister Sarada Prasad Nayak
Wednesday met five workers
from Odisha who were rescued
from a caved-in tun-
nel in Uttarkhand's
Uttarkashi district.

The minister, who
has been camping
in the Himalayan
state for the past few
days, met the res-
cued labourers at

66

On the direction of Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
our Labour department
officials have been
camping there. To give
moral support to the

-~

Family members of the
rescued workers were
eagerly waiting for

their return back home

-

moral support
to the trapped
workers, the
Odisha govern-
ment took their
family mem-
bers to
Uttarkashi,”

Chinyalisaur trapped workers, the state Revenue
Hospital in Odisha government took and Disaster
Uttarkashi, where their family members to  Management
they are under med- Uttarkashi Minister

ical observation. SUDAM MARNDI | oisHA Revenue & Sudam Marndi

“Hon'ble Minister, DISASTER MANAGEMENT MINISTER said.

Labour & ESI met Marndi, who
the five workers of hails from
Odisha who are res- Mayurbhanj,
cued from the saidhe has already met the fam-
#UttrakhandTunnelCollapsein ~ ily members of two workers
Chinyalisaur Hospital, from thedistrictand given them

Uttarkashi. All the workers are
fine,” the official X handle of
the Odisha Labour
Commissioner said in a post.

Another Labour department
official said the rescued workers
will soon be brought back to
Odisha after completion of their
medical check-ups.

All 41 workers trapped in
Silkyara tunnel on Brahmakhal-
Yamunotri National Highway
in Uttarakhand for 17 days were
rescued Tuesday evening.

The five rescued workers hail-
ing from Odisha are: Raju Nayak,
Dhiren Nayak and Bisweswar
Nayak from Mayurbhanj dis-
trict, Bhagwan Bhatra from
Nabarangpur and Tapan Mandal
from Bhadrak district.

“On the direction of Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik, our
Labour department officials have
been camping there. To give

some monetary support. “We
were in continuous touch with
the families. I pray that such
an incident does not happen in
the future. I thank all personnel
involved in the rescue opera-
tion,” the minister said.

Meanwhile, residents of the
villages of the five workers
erupted in joy after receiving
news of the rescue of the trapped
labourers. They thanked all agen-
cies involved in the massive op-
eration. Family members of the
rescued workers were now ea-
gerly waiting for their return
back home.

“I am relieved to know that
my son has been rescued... I
spoke with him over the phone
Wednesday morning and in-
quired about his health. I am
now eagerly waiting to see
him,” Bisweswar Nayak's fa-
ther said.

Cops nab murder accused after 4 yrs

DEBADURLLAV HARICHANDAN, OP

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: The
Commissionerate Police
Wednesday claimed to have ar-
rested a man who had been evad-
ing arrest since the last four
years after his name surfaced
in a murder case.

The accused identified as Nilu

police limits, was on the radar for
his involvement in the murder of
septuagenarian Bansidhar Kalia.

ACP, Zone-II, Girija Shankar
Chakrabarty said the accused
was produced before a court
for remand following his ar-
rest under Sections 302 and 34
of IPC. Earlier three brothers
of Pandahad been arrested in the
case. Giving details of the case,
the ACP said in 2019 Panda and

his brothers got into a brawl with
Kalia over allotment of chairs
during a Raja Mahotsav cere-
mony at Bhairangeswar Temple.
As the situation escalated, the
foursome thrashed Kalia with
wooden planks, causing the lat-
ter’s death, said Chakrabarty.
Later, Panda’s three broth-
ers were arrested. However,
Panda went underground. A
Dhauli police official said they

were recently tipped off about
Panda’s relocation to Jatni.
The ACP said a fortnight ago,
an operation was launched under
the supervision of DCP Prateek
Singh to nab him. On receipt of
information about Panda’s visit
to his family, sleuths from the

~
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Dhauli police station laid a trap
in the vicinity When Panda was—

sighted, the police team arrested
him, he added.

Panda, a resident of
Samantarapurpatna under Dhauli
o0 ©
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PM-JANMAN to benefit

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Nov 29: Around
2.5 lakh tribal people belonging
to 13 Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in
Odisha will benefit from the
Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi
Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM-JAN-
MAN) that was approved by the
Union Cabinet Tuesday.
Union Information and
Broadcasting (I&B) Minister
Wednesday said that
PM-JANMAN focuses on 11 crit-
ical interventions for PVTGs.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had announced the scheme
on Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas in
Jharkhand's Khunti. The scheme
-- which aims to, among others,
provide pucca houses, piped
water supply and roads -- got
the Cabinet nod late on Tuesday.
According to sources, the mis-
sion will benefit around 2.5 1akh
tribal people belonging to 13
PVTGs in Odisha - Birhor, Bondo,
Didayi, Dongria-Khond, Juangs,
Kharias, Kutia Kondh, Lanjia
Sauras, Lodhas, Mankidias,
Paudi Bhuyans, Soura and
Chuktia Bhunjia.
Total outlay for PM-JANMAN

7~ has been pegged at 724,104 crore,

/

of which the central share will

be 15,336 crore and the states

will contribute 8,768 crore.
“Over 28,16,000 (28.16 lakh)

BMC to act tough
on encroachers

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: The
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) Wednesday
warned of strict action against
individuals encroaching upon
roads without prior permis-
sion from the civic body.

During an interdepartmen-
tal meeting, the civic body is-
sued instructions saying ac-
tivities including laying of
cables, dumping raw material
on roads for construction or
even digging roads for sewer-
age purposes are strictly pro-
hibited unless obtained due
permission from BMC.

Several stakeholders pres-
ent in the meeting also high-
lighted numerous complaints
from residents on the issue.

BMC Commissioner Vijay
Amruta Kulange said residents
are advised to obtain due per-
mission and render logical ex-
planation before creating block-
ade of any road.

The final nod, however, will
be granted by civic authori-
ties after considering the as-
sessment report of the special
team, he added.

CLASSIFIED |

I, Sujata Mahapatra, W/o
Arun Kumar Mahapatra,
resident of Jaunliapati,
Choudhury Bazar, P.O.-
Telenga Bazar, Dist.-
Cuttack, Odisha declare
by this affidavit No. 11543
Dt.24.11.2023 before the
Executive Magistrate,
Sadar Cuttack that now
onwards I shall be known
as Sujata Mohapatra for
all future purposes.

otaI outlay for PM- JANMAN has

been pegged at 324,104 crore, of
which the central share will be
¥15,336 crore and the states will
contribute 8,768 crore

he scheme aims to provide

housing, all-weather roads,
clean drinking water, electricity,
mobile dispensaries and mobile
towers in the target areas

tribal people from 220 districts
in 18 states and one Union
Territory will benefit from this
scheme. Those tribals who have
not yet benefited from
Government of India schemes so
far will be the beneficiaries under
this scheme,” Thakur said.

The beneficiaries have been
identified from among 75 tribal
communities with a scattered
habitation.

“Under the scheme, 11 main in-
terventions have been identi-
fied on the basis of which ben-
efits will be given to them. These
include housing, all-weather
roads, clean drinking water; elec-
tricity, mobile dispensaries and
mobile towers...,” Thakur said.

He added that assured liveli-
hood opportunities will also be
provided.

The scheme targets to pro-
vide 4.90 lakh pucca homes at a
cost of ¥2.39 lakh per house,
construction of 8,000 kilome-

tres of roads at a cost of Z1 crore
per km, piped water supply for
all PVTG habitations, commu-
nity water supply in 2,500 vil-
lages/habitations with a popu-
lation of less than 20 households,
athousand mobile medical units
with medicine cost for 10 dis-
tricts at ¥33.88 lakh per mobile
medical unit, 500 hostels at a
cost of 32.75 crore each, and vo-
cational and skilling centres in
60 Aspirational PVTG block at
%50 lakh per block.

It will also provide for the
construction of 2,500 Anganwadi
centres (at 12 lakh each), mul-
tipurpose centres (at 360 lakh
each), last-mile electricity con-
nection for 57,000 households, a
0.3 KW solar off-grid system,
solar lighting in streets, and in-
stallation of mobile towers in
3,000 villages.

India has a Scheduled Tribe
population of 10.45 crore, ac-
cording to the 2011 census. Of the
total, 75 communities in 18 states
and the Union Territory of
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
have been categorised as PVTGs.
These PVTGs continue to face
vulnerability in social, economic
and educational fields.

The Pradhan Mantri PVTG
Development Mission to im-
prove the socioeconomic con-
ditions of these groups was an-
nounced in the Union Budget
for 2023-24.

The Union Ministry of Ayush
will set up Ayush Wellness
Centres, according to existing
norms, and Ayush facilities will
be extended to PVTG habita-
tions through mobile
medical units.

The Union Ministry of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship will facili-
tate skill and vocational train-
ing in PVTG habitations, multi-
purpose centres and hostels,
according to suitable skills of
these communities.
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GOLDEN JUBILEE SPECIAL: Dharitri and Orissa POST Editor Tathagata Satpathy, Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy and employees of the twin publlcatlons at
the unveiling of Dharitri’s 50th anniversary souvenir on the office premises in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday

OMM bags global model award at INCC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Hyderabad/Bhubaneswar,
Nov 29: Promotion of millets
in Odisha got a shot in the arm
as Odisha Millets Mission (OMM)
received the award for ‘Global
Model on Millet Promotion’ at
International Nutri-Cereal
Convention (INCC) 5.0 organ-
ised by Indian Institute of Millets
Research in Hyderabad from
November 27 to 28.

The theme of the convention
was ‘Mainstreaming Millets Now
& Beyond 2023’ which under-
scores the importance of these
ancient grains in today’s time.
The convention was graced by
high level delegates including
government officials, policy ex-
perts, researchers, FMCGs and
others.

The convention was repre-
sented by Principal Secretary
of Agriculture & Farmers’
Empowerment department

SAI Int’l hosts 7th edition of SAITED

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: The
SAl International School hosted
the 7th edition of SAITED 2023,
one of the largest K-12 Science
and Technology fests in the coun-
try here, Wednesday.

The event witnessed active
participation of more than 7,000
students from 36 schools with
more than 120 projects across the
state. The theme for this year’s
fest was ‘Evolving Perspectives:
Navigating the Unseen
Paradigm,” emphasizing the
ever-changing nature of science
and technology.

Managed by the students of
Class XI from the science stream,
with mentor support, SAITED
2023 featured a diverse range
of activities including a Tech
Fair, Startup Park, Ted Talks,
STEM Thought Leaders’ Talks
and Science events among
others.

Addressing the gathering, the

chief guest, Athithan
Gopalaswamy, former, DG DRDO
DG - Centre for Artificial
Intelligence and Robotics (CAIR),
said, “This fest is a platform
for students to exhibit their tal-
ents and share innovative ideas
and provides a valuable oppor-
tunity for students to refine
their skills and showcase their
creativity. SAITED is serving
as a hub for nurturing the tal-
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ents of our youth.”

SAl International Education
Group chairperson Silpi Sahoo,
in her address, said, “We are
following the path of our
Founder- Chairman Bijaya
Kumar Sahoo, and we are com-
mitted in nurturing leadership
qualities, critical thinking abil-
ities, creative mind, and scien-
tific temperament among
students.”

& Odisha Millet Mission
'm has revived millets in
Odisha and paved
 the way for the rest
of the country and

@ world as a model

i\ programme

Arabinda Kumar Padhee and
scheme officer Kalpana Pradhan,
along with Mission Shakti
women SHG representatives
from Swayam Shradha Mahila
Mahasangha.

Padhee thanked IIMR,
NutriHub, Indian Council of
Agriculture Research, Ministry
of Agriculture & Farmers’
Welfare and the jury members
for recognising Odisha Millets
Mission as ‘Global Model on
Millet Promotion’. He expressed
his gratitude to Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik for his vision

Kerala delegation in

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar/Sambalpur,
Nov 29: IIM Sambalpur hosted
the Kerala delegates compris-
ing 50 students under the Yuva
Sangam Phase-III, an initiative
under Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat
Programme by the Ministry of
Education (MoE), government
of India.

Aspart of the itinerary; the del-
egation will be in the state till
December 2 visiting
Bhubaneswar and the neigh-
bouring districts. Similarly, a
delegation of 50 students from
Odisha will be visiting Kerala in
December.

Welcoming the guests, IIM
Sambalpur Director Mahadeo
Jaiswal said, “Kerala shares re-
markable similarities with
Odisha in terms of natural
beauty and culture. Both the
states boast rich mineral re-
sources and a vibrant arts scene,
blending tradition with inno-

and impeccable commitment
which made this possible.
Padhee dedicated the award to
real heroes of Odisha Millets
Mission — the farmers, women
SHGs, custodian seed savers,
farmer producer organisations,
voluntary organisations, his col-
leagues, and department offi-
cers. He emphasised the partic-
ipatory approach of OMM which
paved the way for its successful
implementation and recognised
asreplicable and scalable model
for revival of millets.
Recognition of OMM for

vation. At IIM Sambalpur, we
prioritize innovation, integrity,
and inclusiveness in our edu-
cational approach, recognizing
the strength lies in our nation’s
diversity.”

Chief guest MLLA Nauri Nayak
highlighted the Yuva Sangam
initiative’s core objectives and
said, “Yuva Sangam aims to for-
tify connections among youth
from diverse states and facili-
tate cultural exchange. It en-
courages young individuals to
prioritize creating job opportu-
nities, extending beyond per-
sonal benefits to contribute to the

OP PHOTO

Poshak Anaaj Awards at INCC
5.0 is befitting due to its pro-peo-
ple farm-to-plate approach which
brings multiple stakeholders
under a single platform to ad-
dress the issues of food secu-
rity, nutrition, climate change,
women empowerment and en-
trepreneurship opportunities.

From providing seed to pro-
moting improved agronomic
practices, conserving traditional
landraces, ensuring market ac-
cess through MSP, and creating
an enabling environment to de-
velop entrepreneurship with a
special focus on empowering
farmers and women’s collective,
OMM has comprehensively re-
vived millets in Odisha and paved
the way for the rest of the coun-
try and world as a model pro-
gramme.

Odisha is also the first state in
the country to dedicate a day
(November 10) for celebrating
Millet Day or Mandia Dibasa.

M Sambalpur

nation’s overall socio-economic
development.”

The guest of honour, renowned
Sambalpuri poet Padma Shri
Haldhar Nag, inspired the Kerala
delegation with his poetry.

The purpose of the Yuva
Sangam initiative is to
strengthen the connection be-
tween people especially the
youth from north-eastern India
and other states by conducting
exposure tours for youth, mainly
students studying in higher ed-
ucational institutions and other
young individuals, both on and
off campus.

Global marine life on the move due to rising sea temperatures

According to researchers, the mass movement of marine life,
termed tropicalisation, is changing the ecological landscape of
oceans and leading to a cascade of consequences for ecosystems,

biodiversity, and potentially the global economy

ising sea temperatures
Rdue to climate change are

causing tropical marine
species to move from the equa-
tor towards the poles, accord-
ing to a study.

The research, published in
the journal Trends in Ecology
and Evolution, also shows that
temperate species are receding
as it gets too warm, they face
increased competition for habi-
tat, and new predators arrive
on the scene.

This mass movement of ma-
rine life, termed tropicalisation,
is changing the ecological land-

scape of our oceans and lead-
ingto a cascade of consequences
for ecosystems, biodiversity, and
potentially the global economy,
the researchers said.

The publication of the study
coincides with the start of COP28
in Dubai, where global policy-
makers congregate and make
pledges to tackle the impact of
global warming.

In recent years, climate change
has altered the physical factors
that affect species dispersal,
such as ocean currents in areas
that separate tropical/subtrop-
ical and temperate regions, the

researchers said.

These warm-water boundary
currents are heating faster than
the global seawater average, fa-
cilitating the poleward move-
ment of species, and reinforc-
ing the retraction of temperate
species, they said.

The first instance of this

process was identified in the
Mediterranean Sea, now con-
sidered a “tropicalisation
hotspot” due to an increase in
tropical species present.
“Tropicalisation is having a
multitude of ecological and evo-
lutionary consequences for
species, communities, and whole

ecosystems, with the potential to
alter global diversity patterns,”
said Karolina Zarzyczny, a re-
searcher at the University of
Southampton, UK, and lead au-
thor of the paper.

The study is an extensive re-
view of the literature published
over the past 20 years, and is the
first step in impressing upon the
scientific community the gaps
in our understanding of the prob-
lem, the researchers said.

“Although the abundance, dis-
tribution and presence of species
across tropical, subtropical and
temperate zones has been doc-
umented many times, there is a
fundamental lack of under-
standing of the long-term evo-
lutionary consequences once
new species live together,” said
Suzanne Williams, Scientific

Associate at the Natural History
Museum, UK, and co-author on
the paper.

Given how closely ecology and
evolution interact, altered species
interactions may lead to the evo-
lution of new traits or behav-
iours, the researchers said.

For example, in a recent study
by the University of
Southampton, temperate vol-
cano barnacles have begun to
“bend” to fend off range-ex-
panding tropical predators along
the Baja California peninsula
in Mexico, they said.

Similarly, range-expanding
tropical damselfishes and tem-
perate reef fishes have been doc-
umented altering their feeding
and social behaviours to allow for
coexistence, the researchers
added. PTI
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3 get life term for
gangrape of minor

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Nov 29: A local court
in Keonjhar district Wednesday
sentenced three persons to life
imprisonment for raping a 14-
year-old girl in March 2022.

The convicts were identified
as Ranjit Mohanty, Rabindra
Nayak of Patana area of
Keonjhar district and Sunil
Kumar Behera of Karanjia area
of Mayurbhanj district.

The court has also asked the
convicts to deposit 350,000 each
as fine. They have to undergo
additional imprisonment for a pe-
riod of one year if the convicts
fail to pay the fine amount.

“On March 5, 2022, the vic-
tim along with her younger
brother had gone to a nearby
fair on the occasion of Shivaratri
festival. When her brother was
playing on the jumping tram-

A8

~m k

POST NEWS NETWORK The Andhra University hardly  poline, the electric supply acci-
seems to be concerned aboutthe  dentally went off. The convicts el
Rayagada, Nov 29: An addi- letter written by the state takingadvantage of the situation fio s

tional 129 teachers in this district
have again come under scanner
on charge of submitting fake
educational certificates while
joining service, a report said
Wednesday.

During preliminary verifica-
tion, the concerned teachers
were found to have joined in
their respective services by sub-
mitting fake Plus IIT and B. Ed
certificates. Earlier, 12 teachers
had been dismissed from serv-
ice in April, 2023 on charge of
submitting fake certificates.

The Education department
has sought details from Andhra
University since 2019 on the ed-
ucational qualifications of these
teachers as all the certificates
were issued by them. The doubts

on submission of fake certifi- joined service in 2013-14 and Mohapatra stated that the and arrested six fishermen on partment and APR police were 22,600/-, Cost of Tender Document:
cates by these teachers are gain-  2014-15. court after examining state-  board for fishing illegally near ~ partment. involved in the raid. %2,360/- Completion period: 24 Months.

ing ground as Andhra University
is yet to reply on the issue.
Sources said that the depart-
ment of Samagra Sikshya
. Abhiyan issued a letter and sought
7~ details on the Plus Il certificates
of 14 teachers and B. Ed certifi-

cates of 144 teachers, December  Education department insteadof =~ compensation scheme. Pradhan. All the arrested were  through auction. Khallikote for-  Olive Ridley sea turtles. Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (TRS)/
31,2019. However, the varsity pro-  verifying the certificates should PR-§17/0/23-24 Angul

vided the details of only 15 teach-

ers during last four years.
Interestingly, 14 of those teach-

ers have either resigned from

n n

their services or got themselves  in busting the rackets involved O ff I C I a I S Of No: G.129/Catg/E-auction/5492, Dt. 20.11.2023
transferred elsewhere after the  in fake certificates. SI.No.| _Station Name Category of Stall Lot No.
Samagra Sikshya Abhiyan sub- When contacted, Purna - - 1 Mandasa Road | GMU (FFMWW/Widow of | Catg-KUR-MMS-GMU-100-23-1
mitted the certificates for veri-  Chandra Bariha, district edu- O n Z I fl r m __ Raitway Employee)
fication to the university and  cation officer and project co- : m:’"'hfha' UG {Opentor sl | ONgNUR-ENCHOND S22

: . . . ajodi (P.H) | GMU (Open for all) Catg-KUR-KTJI-GMU-77-23-1
spgght details on t.helr au‘ghpn- ord1pator of . Samagra S1kshyg 2 Bhubaneswar | SMU (FFMWWWidow of | _ Catg-KUR-BBS-SMU-8-22-1
ticity. However, it is surprising  Abhiyan said that the verifi- Railway Employee)
why the university is not sub-  cation report of only some of POST NEWS NETWORK 5 Dhenkanal SMU (Schedule Tribe) | Catg-KUR-DNKL-SMU-73-23-1

mitting the details of rest of the
y 129 teachers. This has intensified
/ the doubts on the authenticity of
the certificates submitted by the
concerned teachers.

Education department while the
latter is yet to take any action on
the issue. This has emboldened
the teachers who have managed
to join service by submitting
fake certificates. They are draw-
ing their salary month after
month without any fear of action.

The state exchequer will lose
precious funds towards salary
payment for these fake teach-
ers by the time the truth will be
revealed. This has sparked con-
cern among the educationists
and officials of the Education de-
partment.

The Education department
had sent the certificates of 158
teachers for verification. Among
them, 130 joined service in 2016-
17 while the rest 28 teachers

The teachers have not only
obtained certificates from
Andhra University but also from
universities in Assam, Punjab,
Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Telangana and Uttar Pradesh.
Observers claimed that the

get the matter probed by the
state Crime Branch and state
Vigilance departments. This will
help in nabbing the culprits and

the teachers has arrived while
that of others is yet to be avail-
able to them. The available re-
port has stated their certifi-
cates to be genuine.

allegedly closed the victim’s
mouth with hands and force-
fully took her away to a closed
shop around 100 meters far. They
later raped the girl alternatively,”
said Special Public Prosecutor,
Ganesh Prasad Mohapatra.

The miscreants threatened
the victim girl of dire conse-
quences if she reveals the mat-
ter to anyone.

However, the girl narrated her
ordeal before her parents and
other family members when she
reached home.

The victim lodged a case at
the Patna police station the next
day. Police after registering a
case in this regard arrested the
convicts under various sections
of IPC and POCSO Act.

ments of 15 witnesses and other
exhibits pronounced the judg-
ment Wednesday. The court has
also directed the District Legal
Services Authority to take nec-
essary steps ensuring payment
of ¥7.501akh to the victim under

YOUTH FEST: A girl makes rangoli as part of Integrated Youth Development Programme on the aegis of Nua ‘O’ Yuva Odisha, Nabin Odisha at Government
Women’s College in Sundargarh, Wednesday

Fishing trawler seized from Rushikulya mouth

POST NEWS NETWORK

Ganjam, Nov 29: Forest de-
partment officials here seized a
fishing trawler from Paradip

Rushikulya river mouth in
Ganjam district, Wednesday.
The arrested fishermen were
identified as Ramakanta Swain,
Bhudeb Mandal, Sharat Mallick,
Kamalkant Mallick, Nimain
Charan Rout and Sabanta

= ok

handed over to the Fishery de-

10 nets including three prawn
nets and seven big fishing nets
were also seized from the trawler.
In the presence of the Fishery de-
partment officials, total 465 kg
fish were seized from the trawler
and given to local fishermen

3-yr Rl to 2

est ranger Sidhartha Shankar
Sahu, Rambha forester Ratna
Kumar Behera, forest guard
Shiba Charan Tudu, the pa-
trolling squad of Forest de-

Notably, a seven-month-long
fishing ban from November 1 to
May 31 is in force at Gahirmatha
marine sanctuary in Kendrapara
and near the Rushikulya river
mouth in Ganjam district to en-
able nesting of the endangered

OP PHOTO

EAST COAST RAILWAY

Tender No. ELS-ANGL-0T-23-24-04
LWETUCR LTI DISMANTLING, CLEANING
AND MINOR ATTENTION OF HITACHI
TRACTION MOTORS FOR WAG-T7
ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES OF ELECTRIC
LOCO SHED, ANGUL.

N:Ivertised VEINT:H ¥11,30,723.79, EMD:

Biddini Start Date: 04.12.2023 ETTYTIM

Closing Date and Time: RERFRIFARET
1500 hrs.
Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender and any such manual offer received shall
beignored

will be available in the website at
http:/iwww.ireps.gov.in

EAST COAST RAILWAY
E-AUCTION FOR CATERING UNIT OVER KHURDA ROAD DIVISION

Balasore, Nov 29: An OPID
(Odisha Protection of Interest of
Depositors) court here Wednesday
sentenced two officials of a ponzi

website www.ireps.gov.in

Category of Station: E(NSG-6) for SI. No. 1, F(HG-2) for SI. No. 2 & 3, A-1(NSG-2) for SI. No. 4

and A(NSG-4) for SI. No. 5., Type of Unit: Catering Stall (for All SI. Nos.)., Size of Unit: 8°x6" (for

All 5. Nos.), Location of Unit: Platform No. 1 (for SI. No. 1, 2 & 3), Platform No. 6 (Cuttack
End) (for SI. No. 4) and Platform No. 2 (Near Foot Over Bridge) (for SI. No. 5)

05.12.2023at 1200 to 1310 (forAll SI. Nos.).

Note: Complete information including e-auction documents of the above e-auction is available in

Complete details & Tender documents|__

firm to three years of rigorous
imprisonment (RI).

The judge also slapped 80,000 as
penalty on each of them after con-
victing them for defrauding depos-

PR-815/0/23-24

EAST COAST RAILWAY
E-AUCTION FOR MULTI-PURPOSE STALLS OVER KHURDA ROAD DIVSION

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/Khurda Road

Armed miscreants

° y itors by promising them more in-
terest. No: G.129/Catg/MPS/E-auction/5549, Dt. 22.11.2023
10 Ot ] e \/ \/ eller S h()us e The two convicts were identified SL.| STATION NAME LOCATION LOT NO.
as branch manager Devi Shankar NO.
Parmanik and assistant branch 1 Talcher it R MPS-KUR-TLHR-MPS-13-23-1
POST NEWS NETWORK ments along with an LED TV manager Bhagaban Chandra 7 - :la I'E'Tatefozn N°§ é"gﬁa';as P T
before fleeing the house. Pradhan of an illegal Ponzi firm Brahmapur End i i
Keonjhar, Nov 29: Unidentified On being informed, Nandipada MGL Infra Pvt Ltd having its of- 3 | Lingaraj Temple Road | 2 Platform No. 1/2 near | Mps.KUR-LGTR-MPS-27-23-1
armed miscreants allegedly police reached the spot fice at Sahadevkhunta bus stand Foot Over Bridge
looted gold ornaments worth ~ Wednesday morning and initi- in Balasore. 4 | Narajmarthapur | 2 Piatiorm No. 1 under | pps.KUR NQR-MPS-28-23-
more than %15 lakh at gunpoint  ated an investigation into the The firm invited deposits from 5 Chhatrapur atPlatform No. 34 al | 1ps KUR-CAP-MPS-14-23-1
from the house of a jeweller at  incident. Some miscreants had people by promising them more Brahmapur End
Tukuna village under Nandipada ~ reportedly looted jewellery and attractive interests. 6 Barang al Plaform No.11€2r | MPS-KUR-BRAG-MPS-23-23-1
police limits in Keonjhar dis-  worth more than %15 lakh from Later, the officials closed down the at Platform No. 1%93,
trict, late Tuesday night. Pabitra a year ago after at- office and fled without settling the T | Harichandanpur Foot Over Bridge | MPSKUR-HCNR-MPS-29-23-1
As per reports, six robbers tacking him with sharp claims after expiry of the deposit 8 Patia at Platform No. 1 Middle | MPS-KUR-PTAB-MPS-30-23-1
Tuesday night barged into the ~ weapons near Nisankhapur terms. 9 | Talcher Thermal _|at Platform No. 1 Middle | MPS-KUR-TTPT-MPS-26-23-1
house of Pabitra Das, who has ~ while he was returning home The fraud came to the fore after 10 Sompeta aratmapurtnd. | MPSKURSPT-MPS12:23-1
ajewellery shop at Chhenapadi  after closing his jewellery shop. a youth Bijay Kumar Mohapatra of 11 | Chhatrapur Court alPlatform No. 1| MPS-KUR-CAPC-MPS-25-23-1
Bazar, after breaking its win- Locals demanded to tighten Nuapadhi area under Remuna block 12 tcheh atPlatformNo. 1at | 1o «URIPMAMPS-11-23-1
dow. The miscreants then threat-  the night patrolling by the police alleged of being defrauded of his izl Brahmapur End

ened the jeweller, his wife and
their son with guns and knives.
They also assaulted Pabitra.
The miscreants looted around
200 gram of gold ornaments and
more than 7 kg of silver orna-

as burglary and loot incidents are
on the rise in the area.

Efforts were on by the cops
to identify and nab the thieves,
said IIC Ramesh Chandra Patra
and officer Narottam Dalei.

MOCK DRILL: ODRAF personnel performing a mock drill on rescue
operation at Hirakud-Damodar ropeway organised by the district

administration in Sambalpur, Wednesday

OP PHOTO

hard-earned money and lodged a
complaint at Sahadevkhunta police

station.

Special public prosecutor Pranab
Kumar Panda pleaded the matter on

behalf of the state government.

Category of Reservation: General Minor Unit (GMU) (for SI. No. 1,3,5,6,7,8,10&12),
Special Minor Unit (SMU}- for SI. No. 2, 4, 9 & 11, Details of Reservation: Ladies ( for SI.
No. 1and 7), Scheduled Tribe ( for SI. No. 2 ), Open to All { for SI. Mo. 3,5,6,8,10&12),
OBC ( for SI. No. 4 & 11), Scheduled Caste/Ladies ( for SI. No.9)

IEECY T YTITNN 11.12.2023 from 1100 hrs. onwards (for All SI. Nos.).

Note: Complete information including e-auction documents of the above e-auction is
available in website http:/fwww.ireps.gow.in.

PR-81BIC£23-24| Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/Khurda Road

DEMAND NOTICE

REGIONAL STRESSED ASSETS RECOVERY BRANCH : SAMBALPUR

Woman Rl in Vigilance net

Bank of Baroda Ground EI,O?T’SAI: gh;‘is“ag:_ar:’ GI;’ITI CTOE:IBTJ%?I Chowk, (Under Sub Section (2) of Section 13
POST NEWS NETWORK tle the issue without much expense. B v [N ieRTSATRaTRY — ] of the SARFAESI Act 2002)

However, she did not budge from her de-
mand. Finally, finding no way out, he

Demand Notice u/s.13(2) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 is issued by

Rourkela, Nov 29: The Vigilance de- Bank of Baroda as Secured Creditor against the following Borrowers of the Branch.

partment of Rourkela brought the matter to the notice DUNGURIPALI BRANCH / NPA Date / 13(2) Date / Limit @ Rate of Total D

Wednesday apprehended a of the Vigilance sleuths at Name & Address of Borrower Notice Return Reason imit (%) Interest el

woman revenue inspector (BI) Sundargarh and the case was Borrower: M/s Shraddhanjali Enterprises, 16.01.201 Term Loan: ¥19,95,000- | 9.40% _ ¥32,97,962/- as on 20.11.2023

for demanding and accepting & eventually transferred to Prop.: Shraddhanjali Mishra, W/o: Mr. 8012018/ Working Canital 13.40% | with further interest there on at contractual rate

a bribe of 5,000. | Rourkela. Mrutyunjay Mishra, At/PO/PS: Dunguripali, Add21.11.20'§3f! d Teiw L ?zs go 000/ t : ¢ | Plus costs ,charges and expenses till the date of
The accused RI identified as \ A trap was laid out and Dist.: Subaranapur-767023, Mob.: 9437150052 o neiune SISO ARV | S-Rresen payment

Lily Choudhury, who is in-
charge of Tasaladihi under
Tangarpali tehsil in
Sundargarh district, de-
manded 5,000 from a person
who had applied for the con- !
version of agriculturalland to (&'
homestead land. Choudhury
remained adamant for the bribe despite the
complainant pleading for her help.
She was supposed to do the needful
} through an inquiry, which she was deny-
ing in order to press for her bribe demand.
The complainant, being poor, wanted to set-

Choudhury was apprehended

&g when inpossession of the cash.
i{gﬁy The Vigilance officials recovered
P\ ’:%%1 the money from her on the spot

Description of Mortgaged property: Equitable Morigage of land & building situated at Plot No.: 1840/2424, Khata No.: 380/333, Mouza: Gambharipalli, Tahasil:
Rampur, PS.: Dungripalli No.: 26, Dist.: Subarnapur-767023 of Area: Ac.0.05Dec., in the name of Mrs. Shraddhanjali Mishra, W/o: Mr. Mrutyunjay Mishra, Bounded by
North: East: Road, West: Mrutunjay Mishra, North: Jagannath Mishra, South: Proposed Road.

You have committed default in repayment of loan mentioned above with further interest at the agreed rate availed from our Branch as mentioned above. The bank has
issued notice under the said Act to you to repay the outstanding amount in the above mentioned table. The Demand Notice sent to you by registered post but it has been
returned with the reason mentioned above. Again you have committed default in payment. You are called upon to pay the dues together with interest within 60 days from
the date of this notice failing which Bank will be constrained to exercise Right of Enforcement of Security Interest as against the secured asset given in the schedule of
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002. We hereby give you a notice that in terms of sub-section (13) of
section 13 of the said Act, you are barred from transferring the secured asset mentioned above by way of sale, lease or otherwise other than in the ordinary course of
business without prior written consent of the Bank. We further invite your attention to sub section (8) of section 13 of the said Act in terms of which you may redeem the
secured assets, if the amount of dues together with all costs, charges and expenses incurred by the Bank is tendered by you, at any time before the date of publication of
notice for public auction / inviting quotations / tender / private treaty. Please note that after publication of the notice as above, your right to redeem the secured assets will| -
not be available. This Notice is without prejudice to any other right remedy available to the Bank including initiation of legal action. N

Place: Sambalpur, Date: 29.11.2023 Authorised Officer Bank of Baroda
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-~ 40 and seized the currency notes
2 as part of evidence. Meanwhile,
4 simultaneous searches are going
on at two properties owned by
Choudhury in Sundargarh district to un-
earth the disproportionate assets.

In this connection, Rourkela Vigilance
has registered a case under PS Case U/s
7 PC (Amendment) Act, 2018 and started
an investigation.
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‘ ‘ A hero fears nothing,
complains of nothing
and never gives away.

THE MOTHER

Climate Migrants

drivers of migration. Shifting weather patterns, together with the

growing severity and frequency of extreme weather events, have af-
fected millions of people around the world, posing a significant threat
to their lives and livelihoods.

In March, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
published its sixth assessment report (ARG), revealing that for every
additional 1° Celsius rise in global temperatures, the risk of involun-
tary displacement due to flooding is expected to increase by roughly
50 per cent. In Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Latin America, slow-
onset climate disasters such as water stress, crop failure, and rising sea
levels could displace 31-72 million people by 2050 under a low-warm-
ing scenario. In a high-warming scenario, the number of displaced peo-
ple could surge to 90-143 million. In Sub-Saharan Africa, flood-related
displacement could rise by 200-600 per cent by the 2070s, depending on
the rate of population growth and anticipated temperature increases
ranging from 1.6°C to 2.6°C.

While the Global South is disproportionally affected by the cata-
strophic effects of climate change, no part of the world is immune. The
climate crisis will have far-reaching implications for global stability,
security, and sustainable development, affecting not only migrants’ coun-
tries of origin but also transit and destination countries.

The COP27 Presidency and the
International Organisation for Migration
(IOM) are committed to addressing the chal-
lenge of climate-induced migration with
the goal of fostering a more just and equi-
table world. Over the past year, we have col-
laborated with governments, civil-society or-
ganisations, other UN agencies, and various :
stakeholders to develop and promote sus- £ s
tainable approaches to climate-related mo- T T

In recent years, climate change has emerged as one of the leading

Vé

bility, including displacement. Sameh Shoukry &
To reduce the adverse effects of climate Amy E Pope

change that compel migrants to leave their

countries of origin, we advocate the full im- Strengthen i ng

plementation of the Global Compact for
Migration. With the support of the IOM,
the COP27 Presidency has highlighted
Egyptian programmes like the Climate
Responses for Sustaining Peace and the
Decent Life Initiative as models that could

resilience is crucial
to empowering
populations to make
informed decisions

be replicated worldwide. Taken together,

these initiatives offer a roadmap for sus- about whether t,O

tainable development, enabling govern- relocate or remain
. ments to improve living standards and where they are

7~ maintain peace in the face of climate-re-
lated threats. We have actively promoted
these initiatives in various formal and informal forums, including
the Global Forum on Migration and Development.

For sure, there is still much work to be done. To address the urgent
threat posed by climate change, the international community must sup-
port adaptation efforts, particularly in the Global South. Strengthening
resilience is crucial to empowering populations to make informed de-
cisions about whether to relocate or remain where they are. Achieving
this, however, requires immediate and substantial financing for adap-
tation initiatives, including the much-anticipated Loss and Damage Fund
for developing countries announced at COP27 in Sharm El-Sheikh.
Other crucial steps include ensuring the complementarity and acces-
sibility of climate-funding instruments and incorporating human-
mobility considerations into climate negotiations.

As we approach COP28, we must focus on climate-related migra-
tion and displacement and develop concrete solutions that promote the
safety and well-being of affected communities and individuals. This
~involves supporting the implementation of effective initiatives and the
integration of migrants’ perspectives and experiences into decision-
making processes.

Climate change often exacerbates existing challenges and vulnera-
bilities, forcing communities to confront compounding crises. Therefore,
it is crucial to recognise and address these underlying factors, in-
cluding conflict, poverty, and inequality. To this end, we must adopt a
holistic approach that promotes peace and security, reduces poverty and
inequality, and fosters sustainable development.

Displacement is a complex and daunting challenge that requires a
comprehensive, coordinated, and forward-looking response. By en-
hancing international cooperation, we could significantly improve
the lives and livelihoods of those displaced by climate disasters and de-
velop sustainable solutions that enable them to rebuild and contribute
to their communities’ development. This approach is not only the
right thing to do; it is also a crucial step toward building a more peace-
ful, just, and sustainable future for everyone.

The stakes of the current climate crisis are, or should be, obvious.
The Mediterranean region, in particular, is no stranger to devastating
environmental changes, as historical evidence suggests that extreme
weather events may have triggered mass displacement and led to the
downfall of great civilisations during what is now known as the Late
Bronze Age Collapse.

To address climate-related displacement effectively, we must first un-
derstand and acknowledge the scale and complexity of the challenge.
Only then will we recognise the need to engage all relevant stake-
holders to develop proactive and sustainable solutions, avert the cat-
astrophic effects of climate change, and build a world that is both
prosperous and just.

Sameh Shoukry is COP27 President and Egyptian Minister of
Foreign Affairs. Amy E. Pope is Director-General of the
International Organisation for Migration. ePrOJECT SYNDICATE
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Human greatness does not lie in wealth or power, but in character
and goodness. People are just people, and all people have faults and
shortcomings, but all of us are born with a basic goodness.

ANNE FRANK

As far as we can discern, the sole purpose of human existence is to
kindle a light in the darkness of mere being. CARL JUNG

Forget not that the earth delights to feel your bare feet and the
winds long to play with your hair. KAHLIL GIBRAN

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

B 1939: The Winter War begins. The 4-month long war between Finland and the
Soviet Union began after the USSR invaded Finland and bombed Helsinki.
The conflict ended on March 30, 1940, with the two countries signing the
Moscow Peace Treaty.

M 1947: Civil War in Palestine. The conflict began the day after the United
Nations General Assembly voted on a resolution that provided a partition
plan for Palestine. The war was wracked by violence which began on
November 30 after two buses full of Israeli passengers were attacked by
Arab gunmen and snipers shot pedestrians in Tel Aviv.

}. 1982: Michael Jackson’s Thriller is released worldwide. Considered to be the
best selling album of all time, the album, which had 9 tracks, won 8 Grammy
Awards, including the award for Album of the Year.

A NEW MULTILATERALISM

Narendra Modi

INDIA AIMED TO
REMIND THE
WORLD OF
WHAT UNITES
US, RATHER
THAN WHAT
DIVIDES US

FOCUS G20 PRESIDENCY

oday marks 365 days
since India assumed
the G20 Presidency. It

_— N
)

is a moment to reflect, N o~
recommit, and rejuvenate the m 2022 INDIA
spirit of ‘Vasudhaiva 3

Kutumbakam, ‘One Earth, One
Family, One Future.’

As we undertook this re-
sponsibility last year, the global
landscape grappled with mul-
tifaceted challenges: recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic,
looming climate threats, fi-
nancial instability, and debt dis-
tress in developing nations, all
amid declining multilateralism.
In the midst of conflicts and
competition, development co-

adE HgAEH

-

India mainstreamed the Global South’s concerns
in international discourse and has ushered in an
era where developing countries take their
rightful place in shaping the global narrative

1 Determined Contributions
(NDCs) by 2030.

Given the monumental re-
sources required, G20 empha-
sised the importance of better,
larger, and more effective
Multilateral Development Banks.
Concurrently, India is taking a
leading role in UN reforms, es-
pecially in the restructuring of
principal organs like the UN
Security Council, that will ensure
a more equitable global order.

Gender equality took centre
stage in the Declaration, cul-
minating in the formation of a
dedicated Working Group on
the Empowerment of Women
next year. India’s Women's

operation suffered, impeding

Reservation Bill 2023, reserv-

progress.

Assuming the G20 Chair; India
sought to offer the world an al-
ternative to status quo, a shift
from a GDP-centric to human-
centric progress. India aimed
to remind the world of what
unites us, rather than what di-
vides us. Finally, the global con-
versation had to evolve - the in-
terests of the few had to give
way to the aspirations of the
many. This required a funda-
mental reform of multilateral-
ism as we knew it.

Inclusive, ambitious, action-ori-
ented, and decisive— these four
words defined our approach as
G20 president, and the New
Delhi Leaders’ Declaration
(NDLD), unanimously adopted
by all G20 members, is testi-
mony to our commitment to de-
liver on these principles.

Inclusivity has been at the
heart of our presidency. The in-
clusion of the African Union
(AU) as a permanent member
of the G20 integrated 55 African
nations into the forum, expanding
it to encompass 80% of the global
population. This proactive stance
has fostered a more compre-
hensive dialogue on global chal-
lenges and opportunities.

The first-of-its-kind ‘Voice of
the Global South Summit,” con-
vened by India in two editions,
heralded a new dawn of multi-
lateralism. India mainstreamed
the Global South’s concerns in
international discourse and has
ushered in an era where devel-
oping countries take their right-

Two sides of same coin

It has been ages since we know

Santosh Kumar
Mohapatra

THERE IS A FAULTY
BELIEF THAT MEN
AND WOMEN ARE
FUNDAMENTALLY
DIFFERENT, BY
VIRTUE OF THEIR
GENES OR

THEIR UPBRINGING

ORBOTH

etters

TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters

(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250 [@‘7
words). Contributors are

requested to send their w
contact numbers and full e~
postal address/email ID. They may also

send in their valuable comments, opinion

and suggestions, preferably by email,
to: edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

that men and women are al-
ways each others’ counter-
parts. Adam and Eve were the
epitome of the human race.
Recently, in a conversation with
YouTuber Ranveer Allahbadia,
veteran actor Neena Gupta has
sparked a debate branding fem-
inism as “faltu” (useless or need-
less). Rejecting the feminist the-
ory that asserts men and women
are equal, she said that this isn’t
true because men can’t give birth.
Additionally, she stated that
“women need men” and shared
anecdotes from her life to cor-
roborate her claims. Gupta said:
“men and women are not equal.
The day men start getting preg-
nant, that day we will be equal.”
At its core, feminism is the
belief that women deserve equal
social, economic, and political
rights and freedoms. Over the
years, feminism has focused on
issues like the right to vote, re-
productive and sexual freedom,
and equal pay. Feminism has
also explored racism, gender
norms, self-expression, and much
more. Feminism is the belief in
social, economic, and political
equality of the sexes.

Vocal for local

Sir, In arecent edition of ‘Mann Ki Baat’ Prime Minister Narendra Modi stressed
the importance of conducting weddings in our own country rather than flying abroad
and also recommended the usage of local products for wedding. It has become a
trend among affluent families to conduct weddings and parties following that in
exotic foreign locations. Let us not forget that ours is a variety rich nation be it
in culture, customs, cuisines, tradition and localities. Indian variety changes
from one region to the other and there are infinite numbers of exquisite sites in
India that can be perfect places to conduct weddings. The Prime Minister is right
when he said if families opt for hosting such celebrations within India it can pre-
vent the outflow of the country’s funds and boost our economy. The Prime Minister
also stressed the importance of exclusively choosing products made in India
when shopping for weddings. Our products are at par with foreign brands now
and are affordable too. Necessity gives rise to creativity and the more people de-
mand for innovative things connected to weddings it can help our own wedding
organisers, event management companies and other stakeholders to rise up to the
expectations of people. Going ‘Vocal for Local’ can support and help thousands

ful place in shaping the global
narrative.

Inclusivity also infused India’s
domestic approach to G20, mak-
ing it a People’s Presidency that
befits that world’s largest democ-
racy. Through ‘Jan Bhagidari’
(people’s participation) events,
G20 reached 1.4 billion citizens,
involving all states and Union
Territories (UTs) as partners.
And on substantive elements,
India ensured that international
attention was directed to broader
developmental aims, aligning
with G20’s mandate.

At the critical midpoint of
the 2030 Agenda, India deliv-
ered the G20 2023 Action Plan to
Accelerate Progress on the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), taking a cross-cutting,
action-oriented approach to
interconnected issues, including
health, education, gender equal-
ity and environmental sus-
tainability.

A key area driving this
progress is robust Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI). Here, India
was decisive in its recommen-
dations, having witnessed the
revolutionary impact of digi-
tal innovations like Aadhaar,
UPI, and Digilocker first-hand.
Through G20, we successfully
completed the Digital Public
Infrastructure Repository, a sig-
nificant stride in global tech-
nological collaboration. This
repository, featuring over 50
DPIs from 16 countries, will
help the Global South build,
adopt, and scale DPI to unlock

Men and women are two sides
of the same coin. One is incom-
plete without the other. Whether
it’s a man or a woman, birth
only happens from a woman’s
womb. So, a man needs a woman
from day one of birth.

According to Cathy Reisenwitz,
American writer-editor, men
need women more than women
need men. In particular, mar-
riage benefits men far more than
it benefits women. Single men are
more socially isolated and lonely
than married men. Married men
earn more money and live longer
than single men and marriage ex-
tends life expectancy more for
men than women.

There is a faulty belief that
men and women are funda-
mentally different, by virtue of
their genes or their upbringing
or both. According to Catherine
H. Tinsley and Robin J. Ely, sci-
ence, by and large, does not sup-
port these claims. There is wide-
spread variation among women
and among men, and meta-analy-
ses show that, on average, the
sexes are far more similar in
their inclinations, attitudes, and
skills than popular opinion would
have us believe.

of people associated with the marriage market.

the power of inclusive growth.
For our One Earth, we intro-
duced ambitious and inclu-
sive aims to create urgent, last-
ing, and equitable change. The
Declaration’s ‘Green
Development Pact’ addresses
the challenges of choosing be-
tween combating hunger and
protecting the planet, by out-
lining a comprehensive roadmap
where employment and ecosys-
tems are complimentary, con-
sumption is climate conscious,
and production is planet-friendly:
In tandem, the G20 Declaration
calls for an ambitious tripling
of global renewable energy ca-
pacity by 2030. Coupled with
the establishment of the Global
Biofuels Alliance and a con-
certed push for Green Hydrogen,
the G20’s ambitions to build a
cleaner, greener world is unde-
niable. This has always been
India’s ethos, and through
Lifestyles for Sustainable
Development (LiFE), the world
can benefit from our age-old
sustainable traditions.
Further, the Declaration un-
derscores our commitment to cli-
mate justice and equity, urging
substantial financial and tech-
nological support from the
Global North. For the first time,
there was a recognition of the
quantum jump needed in the
magnitude of development fi-
nancing, moving from billions
to trillions of dollars. G20 ac-
knowledged that developing
countries require $5.9 trillion to
fulfil their Nationally

One set of assumed differences
is organised to explain women’s
failure to achieve parity with men:
Women negotiate poorly; lack con-
fidence, are too risk-averse, or
don’t put in requisite hours at
work because they value family
more than careers. Simultaneously;
there are other assumed differ-
ences—that women are more car-
ing, cooperative, or mission-driven.
In a study of Harvard Business
School graduates, nearly everyone,
regardless of gender, placed a
higher value on their families
than on their work.

Other research, too, make it
clear that men and women do
not have fundamentally different
priorities. But whether framed
as a barrier or a benefit, these be-
liefs hold women back. We will
not level the playing field so long
as the foundation on which it
rests is our conviction about
how the sexes are different.

We do see gender differences in
various settings, including the
workplace, but those differences
are not rooted in fixed gender
traits. Rather, they stem from be-
liefs and traditions, organisa-
tional structures, company prac-
tices, and patterns of interaction

ing one-third of India’s
Parliament and state legisla-
tive assembly seats for women
epitomizes our commitment to
women-led development.

The New Delhi Declaration

embodies a renewed spirit of col-
laboration across these key pri-
orities, focusing on policy co-
herence, reliable trade, and
ambitious climate action. It is a
matter of pride that during our
Presidency, G20 achieved 87 out-
comes and 118 adopted documents,
a marked rise from the past.

During our G20 Presidency,

Indialed deliberations on geopo-
litical issues and their impact
on economic growth and de-
velopment. Terrorism and the
senseless killing of civilians is
unacceptable, and we must ad-
dress it with a policy of zero-tol-
erance. We must embody hu-
manitarianism over hostility
and reiterate that this is not an
era of war.

I am delighted that during

our Presidency India achieved
the extraordinary: it revitalised
multilateralism, amplified the
voice of the Global South, cham-
pioned development, and fought
for the empowerment of women,
everywhere.

As we hand over the G20

Presidency to Brazil, we do so
with the conviction that our
collective steps for people, planet,
peace, and prosperity, will res-
onate for years to come.

The writer is the Prime
Minister of India.

that position men and women
differently, creating systemati-
cally different experiences for
them. When facing dissimilar cir-
cumstances, people respond dif-
ferently not because of their gen-
der but because of their situations.

Our society has created wrong
notions that only women should
be associated with traits such as
nurturance, sensitivity, sweet-
ness, supportiveness, gentleness,
warmth, passivity, cooperative-
ness, expressiveness, modesty,
humility, empathy, affection and
tenderness. The concept of main-
taining chastity is attached to
women only. This causes all types
of problems for women in society:
When a woman is raped, she is os-
tracised. But rapists do not face
any social ostracisation. Hence,
this mentality passed from one
generation to another and led to
gender discrimination, inequal-
ity and gender-related violence.

Rather than pulling a woman
down, it is necessary to elevate
a woman’s life. It is always bet-
ter to have a woman beside you.

The writer is an
Odisha-based economist
and columnist.

Devoid of logic

Sir, This refers to “No pollution cer-
tificates in Bengal for vehicles with
pending dues,” Orissa Post, November
29. I am of the opinion that pollution
checks of vehicles should not be de-
nied as it may pose health hazard for the
people living in the city. The govern-
ment can recover pending road taxes and
other dues by any other means as per
law, but pollution checking of vehicles
should be given the top priority after con-
sidering the same as a social obliga-
tion of the government. The decision of ¢
the State Transport Department of link-
ing pollution renewal certificates with
unpaid dues is devoid of any logic and

must be withdrawn.

M Pradyu, KANNUR (KERALA)

Arun Gupta, KOLKATA
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‘HISTORIC MILESTONE’

Manipur’s UNLF signs
peace pact with go

UNLF, MANIPUR’S OLDEST REBEL GROUP WAS FORMED IN 1964 AND HAS
BEEN OPERATING FROM BOTH WITHIN AND OUTSIDE INDIAN TERRITORY

Brown-green spots, caused
by a tiny insect known as
Goldie chironomus, are
appearing on the
monument’s north face
adjoining river Yamuna

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Agra (UP), Nov 29: The
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) will undertake a year-
long study to find ways to pre-
vent the green-coloured stains
on the Taj Mahal caused by the
faecal matter of insects along
the Yamuna adjacent to the
monument.

When the brown-green spots
first appeared on the Taj
Mahal’s surface in 2015, caused
by a tiny insect known as
Goldie chironomus, it was dis-
missed as a temporary issue
by the authorities.

An ASI official said that the
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spots were initially cleaned
using a mudpack, but stains
have been reappearing bian-
nually, with an exception in 2020
when pollution levels in Agra
were unusually low.

An archaeologist at ASI,
Rajkumar Patel, said that brown-
green spots appear on the mon-
ument’s north face adjoining
river Yamuna.

The ASI’s chemical branch
had devised a way to clean off
these stains left by the faecal

matter of the insects by washing
it off with distilled water and
then rubbing the surface with a
clean cotton cloth, he said.

However, since these stains
are appearing year after year,
it has become necessary to find
a permanent solution to this
problem.

The ASI explained that the
insects typically appeared in the
Yamuna during March-April
and September-October when
temperatures ranged between

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: The gov-
ernment Wednesday signed a
peace agreement with United
National Liberation Front
(UNLF), Manipur’s oldest mili-
tant organisation dominated by
the majority Meitei community,
under which the rebel group has
agreed to renounce violence.
The development comes days
after the ban on the group under
the stringent Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) was
extended for five years earlier this

/~month. Representatives of the

UNLF signed the agreement here
with senior officials of the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs and
Manipur government, an offi-
cial spokesperson said.

While political settlements
have been finalised with several
ethnic armed groups of the
Northeast as part of conflict res-
olution initiatives of the Centre,
it is for the first time a valley-
based Manipuri armed group
has agreed to return to main-
stream by abjuring violence and
agreeing to honour the
Constitution of India and laws

Y of the land.

/

“A historic milestone
achieved!!! (Prime Minister

nent peace in the Northeast have
added a new chapter of fulfil-
ment as the United National
Liberation Front signed a peace
agreement today in New Delhi.”

“UNLE, the oldest valley-based
armed group of Manipur, has
agreed to renounce violence and
join the mainstream. I welcome
them to the democratic processes
and wish them all the best in
their journey on the path of
peace and progress,” Union
Home Minister Amit Shah said
in a post on X.

The agreement will not only
bring an end to hostilities be-
tween UNLF and security forces
which have claimed precious
lives on both sides over the last
more than half a century but
also provide an opportunity to
address the longstanding con-
cerns of the community, the
spokesperson said.

Manipur has been witness-
ing ethnic clashes between the
Meitei and tribal Kuki commu-
nities since May resulting in the
death of over 180 people.

A peace monitoring commit-
tee will be constituted to oversee
enforcement of the agreed
ground rules. The development
is likely to be a significant step
in restoring peace and normalcy
in the state.

UNLF to the mainstream will
also encourage other valley-
based armed groups to partici-
pate in the peace process in due
course. Hoping that the devel-
opment will give a fillip to usher
in a new era of peace in the
Northeast in general and
Manipur in particular, Shah
said, “It is a landmark achieve-
ment in realising PM @naren-
dramodi Ji’s vision of all-in-
clusive development and
providing a better future to the
youths in Northeast India.”

The UNLF was formed in 1964
and has been operating from
both within and outside Indian
territory. The Centre has signed
agreements with several armed
groups of the Northeast since
2014 to end militancy and pro-
mote development.

The Centre has also contin-
ued Suspension of Operations
(So0) with 21 Kuki- dominated
groups to ensure that peace is es-
tablished in hilly regions of
Manipur. This agreement was
signed in 2008.

The Manipur government had
announced unilateral withdrawal
from the SoO in March against
two Kuki-dominated insurgent
groups alleging that they were
involved in encroaching of for-

Temple purified with
‘gangajal’ after Muslim
MLA's visit in UP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Siddharthnagar (UP), Nov 29: A temple
in Uttar Pradesh’s Siddharthnagar district
was ‘purified’ with ‘gangajal’ after a visit
by a Muslim MLA of the Samajwadi Party.

Doomariyaganj MLA Sayeda Khatoon
had Sunday visited the Samay Mata tem-
ple at the invitation of the local people to
participate in a ‘Shatchandi Mahayagya’.

After she left, some people not in favour
of her visit purified it with ‘gangajal’ amid
chanting of mantras.

Dharamraj Verma, chief of Badhani
Chafa’s Nagar Panchayat where the temple
is located, led the purification. The law-
maker was invited by some unrighteous peo-
ple, he said.

Because Sayeda Khatoon is a Muslim
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ASI study to check insect stains on Taj Mahal

28-35 degrees.

However, this year, the stains
have lingered into late
November, suggesting an un-
usual increase in insects and
their extended breeding.

Patel said that the ASI’s
Chemical Branch is undertaking
an extensive study to under-
stand the insect’s breeding cycle,
and proliferation conditions,
and methods to prevent them
from affecting the Taj Mahal.

Meanwhile, the Agra Tourist
Welfare Chamber has attrib-
uted the rise in pollution levels
in the Yamuna to the stalled
Taj Barrage construction proj-
ect, which, if completed, could
have controlled the situation.
They have proposed either
dredging the Yamuna to in-
crease depth or constructing a
barrage downstream from the
Taj Mahal to ensure free-flow-
ing water, preventing insect
breeding that usually occurs
in stagnant water.

Catwalk in ‘burga’ leads to controversy

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Muzaffarnagar (UP), Nov
29: The inclusion of colour-
ful ‘Burga’ in a recent fash-
ion show, held as part of
‘Fashion Splash 2023’ at the
Sriram Group of Colleges
in Uttar Pradesh’s
Muzaffarnagar, has created
a controversy.

The district convenor of
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind in
Muzaffarnagar, Mugarram
Qazmi, has expressed his
disapproval, stating that such
acts were intended to pro-
voke and hurt the sentiments
of the Muslim community.

As many as 13 students
from the fashion designing
course walked the ramp don-

ning ‘Burga and Hizab’ in
the presence of celebrity
judges, Bollywood actress
Mandakini and TV actress
Radhika Gautam.

While the audience ap-
preciated the innovative ap-
proach, dissenting voices,
particularly from some
Muslim clerics, criticised
the use of burqga in a fashion
show. One of the participants
defended the choice, con-
sidering it an innovative way
to associate burga with fash-
ion and expressed satisfac-
tion that traditional attire
could also be part of the fash-
ion narrative.

Despite objections, the dis-
trict convenor of Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind in

Muzaffarnagar, others took
a more lenient stance.
Maulana Nazar, the State
Vice-President of Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind, acknowledged
the parental support evident
in the audience’s applause for
their daughters’ perform-
ances in burqga. In contrast,
Maulana Zulfikar, the State
President of Imam
Association, dismissed the
controversy, pointing out
that the fashion show was
an educational endeavour,
unrelated to religious sen-
timents.

Meanwhile, Manoj

"

Dheeman, the Director of -

Sriram College’s Art de-
partment, defended the stu-
dents’ creativity.

and eats cow meat, her visit to this holy place
had made it impure, he said, adding, after
this purification, this place has now be-
come completely pure and suitable for wor-
ship. Such an act should never be toler-
ated. Sayeda Khatoon told PTT from Lucknow
that she being a people’s representative
would continue to visit places related to all
religions and sects and would not be deterred
by any such acts.

“Many Brahmins and saints of the area
are associated with me and had invited
me to the ‘Samay Mata temple’ about ten
days ago. I honour all religions, I am a leg-
islator for all the people in the area and will
go wherever I am invited, Khatoon, who is

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER No0O-1659
RURAL WORKS DIVISION, BARGARH
Email: rd_bgh@yahoo.co.in, Gmail: rwd.bgh@gmail.com

e-Procurement Notlce No. ONLINE-BGH- 10 OF 2023-24

1 |Name of the Work Road works during 2023-24 in the district of Bargarh.

2 |EMD @ 1% of the estimated cost put to tender

3 |Other details As per DTCN

Procurement Bid Avallab!llty of Tender online Last Date & | Date & Time of
Officer Identification for bidding Time of opening of
No. From To Seeking tender tender
clarification
1 2 3 4 5 | 6
Executive

Engineer, Rural ONLINE- 06.12,.2023 16.12.2023 15.12.2023 17.12.2023

Works Division BGH-10 at upto up to at
Bargarh : OF 2023-24 11.00 A.M. 5.00 PM. 5.00 FM 11.00 AM.

Narendra) Modi govt’s relent-
less efforts to establish perma-

It is hoped that the return of

est land. However, the Centre
did not endorse it.

Kuki-Zo tribals hold rallies
to press for separate state

TO INTENSIFY

THE SEPARATE
ADMINISTRATIONS
DEMAND, THE KUKI-Z0
TRIBALS, FOR THE FIRST
TIME, HELD RALLIES IN
FIVE OTHER STATES

AGENCIES

Imphal, Nov 29: Thousands of Kuki-
Zo tribals Wednesday organised mega
rallies in Mizoram, Tripura, Delhi,
Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu, besides
different districts in Manipur to high-
light their main demand for sepa-
rate administrations (equivalent to
separate state) for the tribals in
Manipur.

The rally was organised under the
aegis of Zo United, a civil society or-
ganisation and parent body for all
Kuki-Zo tribes in Manipur. The agi-
tators submitted a memorandum to
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
through the deputy commissioner.

In the memorandum, Zo United
said a separate administration was
needed as Imphal, which has major
government establishments, educa-
tional institutions, healthcare facil-
ities and the lone airport in the state,
has become inaccessible for the Kuki
Zo people, including government of-
ficials and tribal MLAs, after the
community’s expulsion from the
Imphal
Valley since the commencement of
ethnic strife in May.

10 Manipur tribal MLAs, including
seven from the ruling BJP, who have

} been demanding a ‘separate admin-

istration’ for the tribals in the state
since the ethnic riots began in the state

May 3, also participated in the rallies.
The Central and state governments
and BJP leaders, however, on a num-
ber of occasions, rejected the demand
and vowed to maintain a united
Manipur.

Manipur tribals’ apex body,
Indigenous Tribal Leaders’ Forums
(ITLF), senior leader Ginza Vualzong
said that thousands of men and women
participated in the Kuki-Zo tribals’
rallies in Mizoram, Tripura, Delhi,
Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu, besides
different districts in Manipur.

Carrying placards and banners of
‘Separate administration is the only
solution’, ‘Metei government, down,
down’, ‘“Tribal area, tribal govern-
ment’ and ‘No solution, no rest’, the
participants chanted slogans against
Chief Minister N Biren Singh.

The ITLE since the beginning of the
ethnic strife seven month ago, has
been demanding removal of Singh
from the Chief Ministerial post.

To intensify the separate admin-
istrations demand, the Kuki-Zo trib-
als, for the first time, held rallies in
five other states Wednesday.

The Zo United in a statement
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claimed that in the ethnic violence,
more than 7,000 houses of the tribals
were burnt down, 152 people be-
longing to Kuki-Zo community killed
and more than 50,000 people dis-
placed.

“We have been butchered and
chased out of the capital and the val-
ley areas. There is no longer any
hope for Kuki-Zo tribals to live a dig-
nified life in a state controlled by the
Meitei community. A separate ad-
ministration is the only option for us,”
it said in the statement.

Manipur tribal MLAs, including
ministers, and several tribal leaders
on a number of occasions have met
Mizoram Chief Minister Zoramthanga
in Aizawl and sought his interven-
tion to solve the ethnic crisis in
Manipur.

Zoramthanga, who is the President
of the ruling Mizo National Front
(MNF), had said in Aizawl] that the
tribal MLAs of Manipur including
ministers met him in Aizawl recently
and requested him to hold talks with
the Naga leaders in Manipur and
Nagaland regarding the current eth-
nic turmoil in Manipur.

known to have got several temples renovated
in the area,” said.

QIPR-25062/11/0011/2324

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

Sd./- Executive Engineer, R.W. Division, Bargarh

\ .__95971
OFFICE OF THE NOTIFIED AREA COUNCIL, NUAPADA
ARIGC 28R 909 QIAVIRG, , QTG

AT/PO-NUAPADA, DIST- NUAPADA, PIN-76!
E-mail: nuapadanac@gmail.com
No.2714/Dated: 28.11.2023
1st CORRIGENDUM
No.C-1961:- The last date of submission of tender as published
in the tender call notice for the work preparation of DPR for
renovation of Gandhi Pramod Udyan, ward no- 03, vide TCN
no-2623, Dated-10.11.2023 is hereby extended to 08.12.2023
and the tender will be opened on 11.12.2023.
Other term and conditions mentioned in the TCN is remain
unchanged.

Sd./- Executive Officer

OIPR-13158/11/0012/2324 Notified Area Council, Nuapada

OFFICE OF THE PANCHAYAT SAMITI
LAXMIPUR, DIST-KORAPUT

Letter No.4169/2023 Dated.23.11.2023
E-TENDER CALL NOTICE

No.i-504:Seal tenders are invited from Registered Contractor

from state PWD/M.I./Irrigation/ Rural Works for execution of

Buildings etc. The detail information of which are made avail-

able in the (http://tenderodisha.gov.in) website only and also in

Koraput Dist. Website i.e. http//www.koraput.nic.in & in DRDA

Website http//www.drdakoraput.org.

The date and time of apply and receive of Tender Paper is

from dtd.28.11.2023 to 15.12.2023 upto 5.30 PM through in the

(http://tenderodisha.gov.in) website only.

Tender will be opened on dtd.16.12.2023 (Saturday) at 11.30 AM

onwards in the Video Conference Hall of Block Office, Laxmipur.

Sd./- Block Development Officer, Laxmipur
OIPR-19158/11/0007/2324

3 FERFYR IR RUAUIRA, FERIARN

\m ,/ Office of the Jaleswar Municipality, Jaleswar
Dist.: Balasore, Odisha-756032

Ph.: (06781) 222407 * Email- jaleswarmunicipality@gmail.com

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
N.H. DIVISION, JHARSUGUDA

E-mail: eenhjsg@gmail.com
No. 1502 Date: 28.11.2023

CANCELLATION OF TENDER NOTICE
No. b-53: The tender invited for the work “S/R to NH-49 from
BTM Chhak (265.860 Km.) to Kishan Chhak (268.314Km.) such
as providing Paver Block, CC Drain & Median Painting for the
year 2023-24 in the district of Jharsuguda” vide BID Identification
No. E.E. (NH) - 1/2023-24/JHARSUGUDA may be treated as
cancelled due to unavoidable circumstances.

Sd./- Executive Engineer
N.H. Division, Jharsuguda

QIPR-34020/11/0004/2324

OFFICE OF THE

PANCHAYAT SAMITI, LAXMIPUR, DIST.: KORAPUT

Notice No. 4177/2023 Dtd.: 23.11.2023

QUOTATION CALL NOTICE

No. i-502: Sealed Limited quotations are invited from
reputed Indian Manufacturers/Suppliers/Agencies, their
authorized dealers/DGS&D approved registered firms for
supply of Supply and Installation of 65" inch Interactive
Panel Display and Science Instruments (for Science Lab)
at 5T High Schools of Laxmipur Block (4th Phase). The
detail information of which are made available in Koraput
Dist. Website i.e. http//www.koraput.nic.in & in DRDA|
Website http//www.drdakoraput.org.

The date and time of receipt of Seal quotations are from
28.11.2023 to 08.12.2023 upto 5.30 P.M. on working days only.

Sd./- Blcok Development Officer, Laxmipur
OIPR-19158/11/0006/2324

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS DIVISION, SUNDARGARH

E-Mail- rw_sundargarh@yahoo.co.in

E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

BID IDENTIFICATION NO. ONLINE-SESNG-19 OF 2023-24

No.0-1655]

gov.in/nicgep/app.
OIPR-13126/11/0017/2324

Sd./- Executive Oficer, Jaleswar Municipality

No. 5949 Date: 28.11.2023| |[1. [Name of the Work - |Building Works
SACETE NI TEIBID Identification No. JM_08_2023_24 | || 2. |Total No. of works - |44 nos.
No. C-1959:- Bid Documents consisting of Work, Estimated Cost, Cost of Tender| ||3. |Estimated cost - |Rs.0.84 Lakhs to Rs.15.5 Lakhs
Paper, EMD, Time of Completion, Class of Contractors and the set of terms and | |[4. |Class of contractor - |'D'&'C
conditions of contract and other necessary documents can be seen in Govt. website 5. |Period of completion |:- |01 calendar month
i.e. https://tendersodisha.gov.in/nicgep/app. 6. | Type of Tender - |Single Cover
| 1. |[Name of the Work : | Civil Const. works as mentioned in DTCN 7. |Other details
2. |No. of .10
_.__,'s’t,,‘,’,ai“;‘z, Cost (wilh 18% GST] |: [Rs 876150000 Procurement Officer Bid Availability of Tender
|4. |Period of Completion . |As per DTCN Identification On-line for bidding
|5. |Date and Time of Bidding :129.11.2023 to 11.12.2023 MNo. From To
|6. | Last date and time for receipt .12.2023 upto 5.30 PM 1 2 3 4
7. |Technical Bids received online  |: [12,12.2023 from 11.00 AM onwards Superintending Engineer, Online- 08.12.2023 | 18.12.2023
shall be opened on : : e — Rural Works Division, |SESNG-19 of| 10.00 A.M. | 5.30 P.M.
8. |Name and address of the : | Executive Officer, Jaleswar Municipality s
Officer Inviting Bid undargari 202924 : :
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal i.e. hitps:/tendersodisha, | | Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd./- Executive Engineer,

OIPR-25046/11/0026/2324 Rural Works Division, Sundargarh

~rm k



OrissaPOST

THURSDAY | NOVEMBER 30 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR

et )

Life-size elephant sculptures made from Lantana camara, an invasive weed, placed near Vidhana Soudha for the -
pre-launch of the Lantana Elephants Exhibition, in Bangalore, Karnataka

[y,

Volunteers during a campaign ahead of the World AIDS Day in Surat, Gujarat

Polling officials carrying EVMs and other polling materials leave for their respective4
booths on the eve of the Telangana Assembly election in Hyderabad AP/PTI PHOTOS

People walk through snow covered Red Square and St. Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow, Russia,
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of the ” -

Today, we have
‘ installed the

systemon
1,500-km route and a
significant progress
has been made (for
its installation) on
another 3,000-km route on the
Mumbai-Howrah and the Delhi-
Howrah route

ASHWINI VAISHNAW | RAILWAY MINISTER

Cost control e

‘ should be given =)
utmost ey

importance; however =y

it should not be at ¥ V’

the expense of

quality. We have to "

be globally cost-competitive, but it

has to be done by remaining in the

top-quality segment

RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE MINISTER

v
-7 7
? A
several MLAs who | V

have assets worth '

several crores and do not need more
MAMATA BANERJEE | BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

M Fire in chemical
plant; 24 injured

Surat: A fire broke out at a
chemical plant in Gujarat's
Surat city Wednesday after an
explosion in a storage tank,
injuring 24 workers, officials
said. The blaze erupted at the
} chemical factory located in
Sachin industrial area at around
2 am following the explosion in
a large tank after leakage of
inflammable chemicals stored
in it, Surat in-charge chief fire
officer Basant Pareek said.

Those who
‘ have a lot of
money are

shouting, creating a
ruckus. There are

.......................................

M Govt lists 18 hills for
Winter Session of Parl

New Delhi: The government
Wednesday listed 18 bills,
including two to extend
provisions of the women’s
reservation act to Jammu and

Kashmir and Puducherry and
} three to replace the criminal
laws, during the Winter
Session of Parliament
beginning next week.
According to a bulletin issued
by the Lok Sabha Secretariat,
the government also plans to
bring a bill that seeks to
increase the strength of the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
from 107 to 114 in a bid to
provide representation to
Kashmiri migrants, displaced
persons from Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and Kashmir
and Scheduled Tribes.

......................................

M Sisodia moves SC

New Delhi: Former Delhi
deputy chief minister Manish
Sisodia has moved the
Supreme Court seeking a
review of its order denying
him bail in the corruption and
money laundering cases
related to the alleged Delhi
excise policy scam. The top
court had October 30 refused
to grant him bail, saying the
accusation against him of
facilitating “windfall gains” of
Rs 338 crore to wholesale
liquor dealers was “tentatively
supported” by evidence.

CLIMATE

CHAOS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: India ex-
perienced extreme weather
events almost every day in the
first nine months of this year
which led to nearly 3,000 deaths,
according to a report released
Wednesday.

Published by independent
think tank Centre for Science
and Environment (CSE), the re-
port said the climate-vulnera-
ble country had extreme weather
on 86 per cent of days from
January to September.

The CSE said 2,923 people died,
almost two million hectares of
crops were ruined, 80,000 homes
were destroyed and more than
}92 000 animals were killed. But
these numbers might be even
higher because not all the data

bb

Whatever
result comes
December 3,
we will accept
that with
humility

ASHOK GEHLOT |
RAJASTHAN CM

UTTARAKHAND TUNNEL COLLAPSE

‘Proiect to continue
after safety audit’

A rescue team Tuesday pulled out all 41 workers trapped under the
collapsed portion of the under-construction Silkyara tunnel in a multi-agency
operation that hovered between hope and despair for almost 17 days

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 27: The 4.5
kilometres long Silkyara
tunnel project in Uttarakhand,
which is part of the central gov-
ernment's strategic 900-km ‘Char
Dham Yatra All Weather Road’,
will continue after the neces-
sary safety audit and repair of the
broken structure, a senior road
ministry official said Wednesday:

“In fact, the safety audit of
the Silkyara tunnel will be con-
ducted. Meanwhile, efforts will
be made to repair and rectify
the broken structure.”

“The necessary precautions
will be taken and the 4.5 km
long tunnel project will con-
tinue,” the official who was
part of the rescue team told
PTI. Another senior official of
the Road Transport and
Highways Ministry (MoRTH)
on the condition of anonymity
said, “We will have a thorough
review of Silkyara tunnel
project and we will improvise
some systems also.”

The official also said that the
Silkyara tunnel collapse was an
‘accident’. He said the
Uttarakhand government has
formed a six-member expert
committee to study the causes of
collapse. The MoRTH will de-
cide later if a committee be
formed to investigate the cause
of the collapse, the official added.
Speaking with PTI, Zojila Tunnel
Project Head Harpal Singh said

.n”‘?’\?{jl f‘)t & AT

there could be several possible
reasons for the collapse of the
Silkyara tunnel.

“These could be poor geolog-
ical investigation, under-de-
signed ground support systems,
mistakes during construction,
poor data monitoring and miti-
gation measures during con-
struction or poor supervision
control,” he explained. Singh
was of the view that “all high-
way and rail tunnels should be
planned with an escape tunnel
parallel to the main tunnel”.

The strategic Zojila tunnel - an
all-weather link between the
Kashmir valley and the Ladakh
region -- is being constructed by
Megha Engineering and
Infrastructures Ltd (MEIL).

In 2021, in an interview with
PTI, Union road transport and
highways minister Nitin Gadkari
had termed allegations that the
Char Dham road project trig-

SNIPPETS

Fast-track special courts get 3-yr extension

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet has given its nod for continuing fast track
special courts for another three years for delivering swift justice in cases
involving sexual offences. After the passage of the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act in 2018 in the aftermath of the Nirbhaya gangrape case
in Delhi, the Centre had decided to set up 1,023 fast-track special courts,
including 389 to deal exclusively with cases related to violations of the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, in 31 states
and Union territories. The scheme was launched on Gandhi Jayanti in
2019 for one year and was later extended for an additional two years

until March 31 this year.

T’gana polls: EC orders suspension of 3 cops

New Delhi: In a stern action ahead of assembly polls in Telangana the
Election Commission Wednesday ordered the suspension of three state
police officers, including a deputy commissioner of police, for allegedly
trying to dilute a case in a cash-seizure matter, sources said. In a letter to
the chief secretary of Telangana, the Commission is learnt to have said
that following the recovery of Rs 18 lakh in cash along with a mobile phone
and a chequebook, the police officers, instead of taking proper legal action
against the culprit, apparently tried to dilute the case, the sources added.

Can’t deal with individual cases: Top court

New Delhi: The Supreme Court said Wednesday it was looking to put in
place an administrative machinery to deal with hate speeches across the
country while making it clear that it cannot handle each and every such
matter as it will lead to a virtual flood of cases. A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and SVN Bhatti said the apex court has already defined hate
speech and the question now is of implementation of its directions. The
top court also issued notices to the states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Nagaland
and Gujarat over non-appointment of nodal officers to tackle hate speech.
The top court had earlier said defining hate speech is complex but the real
problem in tackling it lies in the implementation and execution of law and

judicial pronouncements.

is collected, it said.

"India 2023: An assessment
of extreme weather events' at-
tempts to build an evidence base
on the frequency and expand-
ing geography of extreme
weather events in the country. As
this assessment clearly shows,
what the country has witnessed
so far in 2023 is the new 'abnor-
mal' in a warming world," said
the CSE director general Sunita
Narain.

Research indicates that ex-
treme weather events are be-
coming more frequent and in-
tense worldwide due to climate
change, primarily caused by the
burning of fossil fuels such as
coal, oil, and gas.

In 2015, countries agreed in
Paris to limit the average tem-
perature rise to well below 2 de-

India saw disasters on

grees Celsius, and preferably to
1.5 degrees Celsius, compared
to pre-industrial levels (1850-
1900).

Multiple reports suggest that
the world is significantly off
track to limit global warming
to 1.5 degrees Celsius. To achieve
this goal, countries together
need to halve the emissions of

EN—— FS

gered landslides in Uttarakhand
as ‘misinformation’ and asserted
that the government is
sensitive about ecology and
environment while carrying out
development projects.

Gadkari pointed out that now,
the hilly terrains have been se-
cured with the construction of
atunnel (beneath Chamba town).

A 2019 report headed by vet-
eran environmentalist Ravi
Chopra described the Char Dham
project -- an ongoing road
project that will connect the four
important pilgrim towns of
Badrinath, Kedarnath,
Gangotri, and Yamunotri - as
“an assault on the Himalayas”.

The committee recommended
limiting the width of the road to
5.5 metres on the Char Dham
project. However, in December
2021, the Supreme Court in its
order allowed the road width to
10 metres.

NO ONE

KERALA RAHUL' S SECOND HOME

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi Wednesday
hailed Kerala’s healthcare and palliative
care sector as one of the best in the
country, and said he was pleased with the
level of community participation in Kerala
when it comes to healthcare and education

15K drones to
be provided to
women SHGsS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: The Union
Cabinet has approved a central
scheme to provide drones to
15,000 progressive women Self
Help Groups (SHGs) with an
outlay of Rs 1,261 crore for two
years beginning 2024-25.

A decision in this regard was
taken at a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Tuesday,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur told
reporters Wednesday.

“The scheme aims to provide
drones to 15,000 select women
SHGs during the period 2024-25
t0 2025-2026 for providing rental
services to farmers for agricul-
ture purpose,” Thakur said.

The women SHGs will be iden-
tified from the total 89 lakh SHGs
formed under the Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana, he said.

In various states, appropriate
clusters where usage of drones
is economically feasible will be
identified and progressive 15,000
women SHGs will be selected
for providing drones, the gov-
ernment said in a release.

A central financial assistance
at 80 per cent of the cost of drone
and accessories/ancillary
charges of up to Rs 8,00,000 will
be provided to women SHGs for
purchase of drones.

The Cluster Level Federation
(CLFs) of SHGs may raise the
balance amount (total cost of
procurement minus subsidy)
as loan under the National
Agriculture Infra Financing
Facility (AIF). Interest sub-
vention of 3 per cent on the AIF
loan will be provided. “Around
500 drones will be provided by
fertiliser companies. The rest
14,500 drones will be made avail-
able through the central assis-
tance in the next two years,”
Thakur said in a statement.

IMPLEM

» LAJ

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Nov 29: Home Minister
Amit Shah asserted Wednesday
that no one can stop the
implementation of the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
and said the people will elect
Narendra Modi as the prime
minister in 2024 to set the
foundation for the BJP to form
the government in West Bengal
in the 2026 assembly polls.

Addressing a big rally here
to launch the BJP’s Lok Sabha
campaign, Shah launched a
blistering attack on Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on the
issues of appeasement,
infiltration, corruption and
political violence, alleging she has
“destroyed” the state.

Banerjee has been opposing
the CAA due to her support to in-
filtration, he asserted, adding
that a state with so much infil-
tration cannot develop.

He urged people to throw out
her government by electing the
BJP in the next assembly polls
in 2026 and asked them to lay
its foundation by supporting the

party in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. He said, “Give so many
seats to the BJP in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls that Modiji says I
have become PM due to Bengal.”
The Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress won the last assembly
polls by “rigging” but the BJP
jumped to 77 seats from zero, he
said, calling upon people to end
the TMC's alleged misrule of

I

Apex court clears

6-month extension
for Delhi chief secy

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: In a major
setback to the AAP government,
the Supreme Court Wednesday
permitted the Centre to extend
the tenure of Delhi Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar, a day
before he was set to demit of-
fice November 30, for six months,
holding that the union govern-
ment’s decision did not violate
law or the Constitution.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and jus-
tices J B Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra held, prima facie, the
Centre has the power to appoint
and extend the tenure of the
chief secretary of the national
capital territory of Delhi as the
officer deals with the entire
administration including police,
public order and land,
which fall beyond the
legislative and executive pow-
ers of the Delhi government.

“We come to the conclusion
that at this stage, bearing in
mind the provisions of the judge-
ment of this court in Constitution
Bench 2 (2023 judgement on
Centre-Delhi government serv-
ices row) and the subsequent
developments which have taken
place resulting in the enactment
of the amendment to the GNCTD
Act 1991, the decision of the
Union Government to extend
the services of the incumbent
chief secretary for a period of six
months cannot be construed to
be violative of law or the con-
stitutional distribution of pow-
ers between the Union and the
government of the GNCTD,” the
bench said in its order.

" CAN STOP CAA
'TON: SHAH

corruption, infiltration, and po-
litical violence by electing a gov-
ernment conducive to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
agenda of development.

The syndicate run by the
Trinamool Congress, Shah al-
leged, is not letting huge sums
of money sent by the Modi gov-
ernment to reach the state's poor.

He cited figures to assert that
the Centre's funding for the
state through various schemes
has risen many times under
the BJP than the Congress-led
UPA, of which Banerjee was
also a member.

Lauding the turnout at the
rally; he said this indicates the peo-
ple’s mood and claimed that the
BJP will come to power with
two-third majority in the state in
2026. Turning to the contentious
CAA issue, he said Banerjee has
been opposing it but it is a law of
the country and no one can stop
its implementation, which has
been in a limbo as the central
government is yet to frame its
rules amid the opposition's strong
stand against the law. Parliament
had passed the law in 2019.

86% days this year: Report

planet-warming greenhouse
gases like carbon dioxide and
methane by 2030.

According to the CSE report
that came out ahead of the
launch of the 28th round of the
UN climate conference in Dubai,
Madhya Pradesh reported the
highest number of extreme
weather events at 138. However,

the largest number of deaths
occurred in Bihar (642), followed
by Himachal Pradesh

In northwest India, Uttar
Pradesh had the most extreme
weather days at 113. Himachal

(365) and Uttar A Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana,
Pradesh (341). staggering 60% . Uttarakhand, and Rajasthan
Punjab recorded / of the people living . ere also significantly af-

the highest num-

deaths while
Himachal Pradesh
reported the most
damaged houses due
to extreme weather events.

In the southern region, Kerala
saw the highest count of ex-
treme weather days (67) and
deaths (60). Telangana suffered
maximum effect on crop area
(over 62,000 hectares). The state
also witnessed high animal ca-
sualties (645). Karnataka faced
severe destruction, with over
11,000 houses demolished.

in New Delhi and
ber of animal Mumbaiare considering
relocation due to the
worsening air
pollution in both
the cities

fected.
In the eastern and
northeastern regions,
Assam registered maxi-
mum extreme weather
events (102), with the state los-
ing 159 livestock and over 48,000
hectares of crops devastated.
Nagaland saw over 1,900 houses

destroyed.

The CSE said January was
slightly warmer than average,
while February broke records, be-
coming the warmest in 122 years.
India had its sixth driest
February and the driest August
in 122 years.

The bid to extend the tenure
of the present chief secretary is
the latest bone of contention be-
tween the Arvind Kejriwal gov-
ernment and Lieutenant
Governor (LG) V K Saxena, who
have been involved in a series of
run-ins over various issues.

Significantly, the current chief
secretary, whose tenure will now
be extended, is reportedly not
on good terms with the Delhi
government owing to allegations
against his son in a case related
to acquisition of 19 acres by the
National Highways Authority
of India in 2018 for construc-
tion of the Dwarka Expressway.

“It will be farfetched to pos-
tulate that the central govern-
ment is divested of the power
to appoint the chief secretary. We
clarify that this is on the basis
of a prima facie evaluation,”
the bench said.

It also held that the central
government, prima facie, has the
power to extend the service of
an incumbent chief secretary.

Indian woman who
went to Pak to marry
FB friend returns home

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amritsar (Punjab), Nov 29:
Anju, an Indian mother of two
children who travelled to
Pakistan to marry her Facebook
friend, returned to India through
the Wagah-Attari border
Wednesday, officials said.

Anju alias Fatima, 34, had
travelled to a remote village in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
of Pakistan to marry her
Facebook friend Nasrullah, leav-
ing her children in India.

Asked why she is
back in the country,
Anju, walking fast with
a mask covering her
face, said: “l am
happy. | have nothing
else to say”

Her 29-year-old Pakistani hus-
band accompanied her up to
the Wagah border. On reaching
India, she was not allowed to
interact with the media and
straightway went to the airport
to catch a flight to Delhi.

At the Shri Guru Ramdas
International Airport here, Anju
was spotted wearing a burqa.

She told the media there, “I
am here in India to meet my
Indian family. I came back to
India of my own volition.”

Anju had travelled to Pakistan
via the Wagah-Attari border in
July with a visa, converted to
Islam, changed her name to
Fatima after getting married
to Nasrullah, whom she had be-
friended on Facebook four years
ago. Anju's Indian husband
Arvind had said that she left
home on the pretext of going
to Jaipur but later the family
came to know that she was in
Pakistan.

Anju, along with her Indian
husband, used to live in the
Bhiwadi area of Rajasthan. She
hails from Kailor village in
Uttar Pradesh.

Police sources said that

-

Arvind no longer resides in—

Bhiwadi and has relocated to
somewhere with their children.
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US charges Indian govt official

\«,/

@ HERE. NOw

OrissaPOST

THURSDAY | NOVEMBER 30 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR

of the -

Today, on e
‘ behalfofthe 7

people of ¥ -
Australia, our A\ q&v;
government and this \

Parliament offers a ‘\ / .
full unreserved and “
overdue apology to all thalidomide
survivors, their families, loved ones,
and carers. This apology takes in one
of the darkest chapters in Australia’s
medical history

ANTHONY ALBANESE | PM, AUSTRALIA

I had a bilateral
‘ with my
colleague, the

(Turkish) foreign o
minister ... where he =
told me that he =
expected the - h

ratification to take place within
weeks

TOBIAS BILLSTROM |
FOREIGN MINISTER, SWEDEN

We are close to
‘ securing a

statement of o -
agreement from our -
external creditors on =
debt restructuring ;‘,

that will enable the
IMF to conclude its first review of the
$2.4 billion bailout facility approved
in March this year

RANIL WICKREMESINGHE I
PRESIDENT, SRI LANKA

SHORT TAKES

M Iran to buy
Russian jets

Dubai: Iran has finalised
arrangements for the delivery
of Russian made Sukhoi su-35
fighter jets and helicopters,
Iran’s deputy defence
minister told Iran’s Tasnim
news agency Tuesday, as
Tehran and Moscow forge
closer military relations.
Iran’s air force has only a few
dozen strike aircraft,
including Russian jets as well
as ageing US models acquired
before the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

.......................................

B Relief for Nawaz

Islamabad: The Islamabad
High Court Wednesday
acquitted Pakistan’s former
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif in two cases of
corruption in which he was
convicted in 2018. Sharif,
73, had challenged in the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
his sentences in the
Avenfield property and Al-
Azizia cases. A two-member
bench comprising Chief
Justice Justice Aamer
Farooq and Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb
announced the verdict after
hearing arguments from
both sides.

.......................................

B US jet crashes

Tokyo: A US military aircraft
carrying six people crashed
into the sea in western Japan
Wednesday, killing at least
one crew member with the
condition of at least two
hauled from waters unclear.
Japan’s coast guard said it
found what appeared to be
wreckage from the tilt-rotor V-
22 Osprey and one person who
was later confirmed to have
died some 3 km (2 miles) from
Yakushima island.

TRANS-WOMAN MAYA
GURUNG, 35 AND
SURENDRA PANDEY,
217, A GAY BECAME
THE FIRST COUPLE TO
GET LEGALLY MARRIED
IN THE COUNTRY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kathmandu, Nov 29: Five
months after the Supreme Court
legalised it, Nepal Wednesday
formally registered the first case
of same-sex marriage, making
it the first South Asian country
to do so.

Trans-woman Maya Gurung,
35 and Surendra Pandey, 27, a

SIKH SEPARATIST

ASSASSINATION PLOT

‘ ‘ On May 9, an
attempt was made
to topple the army chief. No
one...Be it (a) democracy or
dictatorship tolerates

treason. Thereby, the action

SAUDI TO HOST '30 WORLD FAIR

The Saudi Arabian capital of
Riyadh won the right to host the

Expo 2030 world fair, vote
results showed Tuesday, in

is being taken against the
May 9 culprits

SHEHBAZ SHARIF I FORMER PM, PAKISTAN

another diplomatic victory for a
Gulf country after last year’s
soccer World Cup in Qatar

THE DEVELOPMENT COMES TWO MONTHS AFTER CANADA SAID THERE WERE “CREDIBLE” ALLEGATIONS LINKING INDIAN
AGENTS TO THE JUNE MURDER OF A SIKH SEPARATIST LEADER, HARDEEP SINGH NIJJAR SOMETHING INDIA HAS REJECTED

AGENCIES

New York, Nov 29: An Indian
national was Wednesday
charged here by federal prose-
cutors in connection with his
participation in a foiled plot to
assassinate a Sikh separatist
on American soil.

Nikhil Gupta, 52, has been
charged with murder-for-hire,
which carries a maximum sen-
tence of 10 years in prison, and
conspiracy to commit murder-for-
hire, which carries a maximum
sentence of 10 years in prison,
US Attorney for the Southern
District of New York Matthew G
Olsen said.

US authorities said Gupta
agreed to pay an assassin $100,000
tokill the Sikh separatist leader
living in New York City.

“On or about June 9, 2023, CC-
1 and GUPTA arranged for an as-
sociate to deliver $15,000 in cash
to the UC in Manhattan, New
York, as an advance payment
for the murder,” according to
the charges.

The indictment has not named
the US citizen but The Financial
Times, citing unnamed sources,
last week reported that US au-
thorities thwarted a plot to as-
sassinate banned Sikhs for
Justice’s Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, and issued a warning to
the Indian government over con-
cerns it was involved in the plot.

“As alleged, the defendant con-
spired from India to assassinate,
right here in New York City,a US
citizen of Indian origin who has
publicly advocated for the es-
tablishment of a sovereign state
for Sikhs, an ethnoreligious mi-
nority group in India,” United
States Attorney for the Southern

Sikh separatist Gurpatwant

Singh Pannun -- a dual

citizen of the United States
and Canada -- was allegedly

the target of the plot. On

November 20, the National

Investigation Agency

filed a case against Pannun,

accusing him of issuing

social media messages that
said people flying with Air
India were in danger. He had
also claimed that Air India

would not be allowed to

operate November 1$m a7 LI

District of New York Damian
Williams said in a statement.
Williams said that his Office
and law enforcement partners
neutralised this “deadly and out-
rageous threat. We will not tol-
erate efforts to assassinate US cit-
izens on US soil, and stand ready
to investigate, thwart, and pros-
ecute anyone who seeks to harm
and silence Americans here or
abroad.” The Superseding
Indictment unsealed Wednesday
in the US District Court for the
Southern District of New York
said and other public court doc-
uments details the alleged plot
in which Gupta was involved.
In about May 2023, Gupta was
recruited by an individual to or-
chestrate the assassination of
the victim in the United States.
The plot was directed by an
Indian government employee
who has described himself as a
“senior field officer” with re-

The Indian govt official,
Nikhil Gupta, faces two
counts of murder-for-
hire and murder-for-hire
conspiracy. He faces a
maximum sentence of 20
years if convicted

sponsibilities in “security man-
agement” and “intelligence” and
also claims to have served in the
Central Reserve Police Force and
been trained in “battle craft” and
“weapons," the indictment said.

Prosecutors said that Czech au-
thorities arrested and detained
Gupta June 30, 2023, pursuant to
the bilateral extradition treaty
between the United States and the
Czech Republic.

Gupta was arrested in the Czech
Republic at the request of the
United States in connection with

War to resume as truce ends
-

With hours left to go
before a truce in Gaza
expires, international

mediators worked to

extend it to facilitate the
release of militant-held
hostages and Palestinians
imprisoned by Israel

REUTERS

Gaza, Nov 29: Israel and Hamas
were negotiating through me-
diators Wednesday over another
potential extension of the Gaza
truce, with hours left to reach an
agreement before fighting was
due to restart after a six-day
pause.

Families of Israeli hostages
were informed on Wednesday
of the names of those due to be
released later in the day, Israel’s
public broadcaster Kan reported,
the final group to be freed under
the truce unless negotiators suc-
ceed in extending it.

The penultimate release
Tuesday included for the first
time hostages held by Islamic
Jihad, a group allied to Hamas,
as well as by Hamas itself.

The initial four-day truce was
extended by 48 hours from Tuesday;

_| and Israel says it would be willing

Nepal Ist South Asian nation to register gay

gay, got legally married and their
marriage was registered at Dordi
Rural Municipality of Lamjung
district in Western Nepal, ac-
cording to Sanjib Gurung
(Pinky), president of Blue
Diamond Society, an organization

to prolong it further for aslong as
Hamas frees 10 hostages a day.
But with fewer women and chil-
dren still in captivity, that could
mean agreeing to terms govern-
ing the release of at least some
Israeli men for the first time.

A Palestinian official told
Reuters that despite a willingness
on both sides to prolong the
truce, no agreement had yet been
reached. Discussions were still
under way with mediators Egypt
and Qatar, the official said.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office
declined to comment on the state
of any talks but noted that an
extra 50 Palestinian women de-
tainees had been added Tuesday
to alist cleared to be released in
case a new swap was agreed.

¥

working for the rights and wel-
fare of the sexual minorities in
Nepal.

Way back in 2007, Nepal’s
Supreme Court had allowed
same-sex marriage. Even the
Constitution of Nepal, adopted

The truce has brought the first
respite to a war launched by
Israel to annihilate Hamas after
the “Black Sabbath” raid by gun-
men who Kkilled 1,200 people on
the Jewish rest day, according to
Israel’s tally.

Israeli bombardment has since
reduced much of Gaza to a waste-
land, with more than 15,000 peo-
ple confirmed Kkilled, 40% of
them children, according to
Palestinian health authorities
deemed reliable by the United
Nations. Many more are feared
buried under the ruins. The
Palestinian health ministry said
another 160 bodies had been
pulled out of rubble during the
past 24 hours of the truce, and
around 6,500 people were still
missing.

in 2015, explicitly states that
there can be no discrimination
on the basis of sexual orientation.

On June 27, 2023, the Supreme
Court issued an interim order to
legalise same-sex marriage in
Nepal in a writ petition filed by
multiple people, including
Gurung. But despite the historic
order to temporarily register
same-sex marriage, Kathmandu
District Court four months ago
rejected the move citing a lack
of necessary laws.

Surendra Pandey and Maya’s
marriage application was re-
jected at that time.

“It’s a great pleasure to learn
about this, it is a great achieve-
ment for us, the third gender
community of Nepal,” Pinky
told PTI. “This is the first case
not only in Nepal but also in the

his participation in the plot to
murder the individual. It was not
immediately clear when Gupta
might be extradited to the US.

The development came on a
day when India said that it has
constituted a high-level enquiry
committee to probe allegations
relating to a conspiracy to kill the
Sikh extremist on American soil.

On Wednesday, External
Affairs Ministry spokesman
Arindam Bagchi said the US
side shared some “inputs” per-
taining to nexus between or-
ganised criminals, gun runners
and terrorists and that India
takes such inputs seriously since
they impinge on “our national
security interests as well” and
that relevant departments were
examining the issue.

India constituted a high-level
enquiry committee November
18to look into all the relevant as-
pects of the matter, he said.

How was he caught?

According to prosecutors, the
official recruited Gupta in
May 2023 to orchestrate the
assassination. Gupta had
previously told the official he
had been involved with
trafficking drugs and weapons,
prosecutors said. Gupta then
reached out to someone he
believed was a criminal
associate for help hiring a
hitman, but that associate was
actually a Drug Enforcement
Administration undercover
agent, prosecutors said. The day
after Nijjar was killed, Gupta
wrote the undercover DEA agent
saying Nijjar “was also the
target” and “we have so many
targets,” prosecutors said.

The Justice Department state-
ment come two months after a
diplomatic row with Canada,
following Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s alle-
gations of “potential” involve-
ment of Indian agents in the
killing of a Canadian citizen,
Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

Nijjar, who was the chief of the
banned Khalistan Tiger Force
and one of India’s most-wanted
terrorists, was killed in June.

Refuting the allegations as
“politically motivated”, India
said Canada should share evi-
dence — arequest Ottawa has so
far declined.

The Indian government has
complained about the presence
of Sikh separatist groups outside
India, including in Canada and
the United States. The groups
have kept alive the movement
for Khalistan, or the demand for
an independent Sikh state to be
carved out of India.

Finland closes its
horder with Russia

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Helsinki, Nov 29: Finland's
prime minister said Tuesday
the country will shut its last bor-
der crossing with Russia, fol-
lowing an influx of migrants
which Helsinki claims is a hybrid
attack orchestrated by Moscow.

Interior Minister Mari
Rantanen said the closure would
come into effect overnight be-
tween Wednesday and Thursday
and last until December 13.

The Nordic country, which
shares a 1,340-kilometre (830-
mile) border with Russia, has
seen a surge in undocumented
migrants from third countries
seek asylum on its border with
Russia in November.

From the start of August, nearly
1,000 migrants have entered
Finland without a visa through
the eastern border crossing points.

“Finland is the target of a
Russian hybrid operation. This
is a matter of national security;”
Rantanen said.

Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Alexander Grushko
Tuesday said Finland’s decision
to close its border was “simply
irrational”, according to Russian
media outlets. Last week,
Finland’s northernmost east-
ern border station, Raja-Jooseppi
in the Arctic, became the sole
crossing point with Russia, fol-
lowing the closure of the other
seven by the Nordic country.
The Finnish border with Russia
is both the European Union’s
and NATO’s external border.

Asylum seekers will only be
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able to apply for protection at

“open border crossing points
for air and maritime traffic”,
meaning ports and airports.

“This is an organised activ-
ity, not a genuine emergency,”
Prime Minister Petteri Orpo
said of the surge.

Mexico a graveyard for scribes

Five journalists were shot
in one day in Mexico

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mexico City, Nov 29:
Prosecutors in Mexico confirmed
Wednesday that a reporter was
shot and wounded the previous
day in the western state of
Michoacan, the fifth journalist
shot in the country in one day.
Maynor Ramoén Ramirez was
wounded along with a compan-
ion in the attack Tuesday in the
city of Apatzingan, the news-
paper ABC of Michoacan said.
Earlier Tuesday, four news pho-

Kyrgyz to tweak nat’l flag

Bishkek: Kyrgyzstan’s parliament
voted Wednesday to tweak the design
of the national flag after critics,
including President Sadyr Japarov,
said its central element looked like a
sunflower which in the local culture
symbolises fickleness and servility.
The Central Asian nation’s flag, adopt-
ed in 1992 after it gained independ-
ence from the Soviet Union, depicts a
yellow sun - which doubles as the pin-
nacle of a traditional Kyrgyz yurt tent -
with 40 rays on a red background. But
the wavy rays caught the eye of some
parliament deputies in September
who pointed out that they look more
like sunflower petals.

marriage

whole of South Asia, and we
welcome the decision.”

Married in the traditional
manner with the approval of
their families, Surendra, a res-
ident of Nawalparasi district,
and Maya, a resident of Lamjung
district, have been living to-
gether as husband and wife for
the past six years.

“There are many third-gen-
der couples living without their
identities and rights and this is
going to help them alot,” Pinky
said, adding that the door has
now opened for other people of
this community to get their mar-
riage legalised.

“Now their marriage has been
temporarily registered and after
the formulation of necessary
laws, it will get permanent recog-
nition automatically.”

tographers were shot in the
neighbouring state of Guerrero.

The four in Guerrero were
shot near a military barracks
after they returned from a crime
scene. They had been covering
one of the many homicides that
occur on a near-daily basis in
the violence-wracked city of
Chilpancingo. The shooting of
five media workers in one day

represents one of the largest
mass attacks on reporters in
Mexico in a decade.

The shooting come just days ~

after three journalists were ab-
ducted and held for days in Taxco,
also in Guerrero state.

The shootings and abductions
on Tuesday mark some of the
largest mass attacks on reporters
in one place in Mexico since one
day in early 2012, when the bod-
ies of three news photographers
were found dumped in plastic
bags in a canal.

In the past five years alone, the
Committee to Protect Journalists
documented the Kkillings of at
least 54 journalists in Mexico.

Russia preparing ‘loyalty
agreement’ for foreigners

Under the ‘loyalty
agreement’ legislation,
foreigners may be
forbidden from criticism
of state policy

REUTERS

Moscow, Nov 29: Russia’s in-
terior ministry has prepared
draft legislation that would force
foreigners to sign a “loyalty
agreement” forbidding them
from criticising official policy; dis-
crediting Soviet military his-
tory, or contravening traditional
family values.

Since President Vladimir
Putin ordered troops into
Ukraine in February 2022, Russia
has introduced a slew of tough
laws that outlaw discrediting
the military, and courts have
handed down long jail sentences
to opposition activists.

As the 2024 presidential elec-
tion approaches, Putin has cast
the war as part of an existential
battle with the West, saying he
will defend Russia’s “sacred”
civilisation from what he por-
trays as the West’s decadence.

The TASS state news agency
reported Wednesday that the
draft legislation had been pre-
pared by the interior ministry
and would force all foreigners en-
tering Russia to sign an agree-

ment that essentially restricts
what they can say in public.

A foreigner entering Russia
would be prohibited from “in
terfering with the activities of
public authorities of the Russian
Federation, discrediting in any
form the foreign and domestic
state policy of the Russian
Federation, public authorities
and their officials”, TASS said.

The proposed agreement
would include clauses about
morality, family, “propaganda
about non-traditional sexual re-
lations” and history:

In particular, foreigners would
be barred from “distorting the his-
torical truth about the feat of the
Soviet people in the defence of the

-
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Fatherland and its contribution -

to the victory over fascism”.
The Soviet Union is estimated

to have lost at least 27 million peo-

ple in World War Two and even-

C

tually pushed Nazi forces back
to Berlin. Governments loyal to—-

Moscow then took power across
swathes of eastern Europe.
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The capabilities
‘ that make

Generative Al
such a promising tool
for innovation :
possibly increase
potential for misuse

ADAM SELIPSKY | CEO, AWS

We take pride
‘ in Making in

India for the
world. Lloyd has been
synonymous with
innovation and trust
in India, and we are

Q)

confident that our range of products
will resonate with the preferences
and lifestyle of the Middle East
market

{

ANIL RAI GUPTA |
CHAIRMAN AND MD, HAVELLS

Though there
‘ was some

damage to
vineyards, especially
where there were
hailstorms, the
overall impact on our
wine grape procurement and
upcoming harvest will be negligible,
meaning zero impact on the overall
business

F- &

RAJEEV SAMANT | CEO, SULA VINEYARDS

SHORT TAKES

M IREDA’s dream debut

New Delhi: Shares of Indian
Renewable Energy
Development Agency (IREDA)
made a remarkable stock
market debut Wednesday,
ending with a premium of 87.5
per cent, against the issue
price of Rs 32. The stock listed
at Rs 50, up 56.25 per cent
from the issue price on both
the BSE and NSE. During the
day, it rallied 87.46 per cent to
Rs 59.99 on the BSE. On the
NSE, the stock ended at Rs 60
apiece, soaring 87.5 per cent.
The company commanded a
market valuation of Rs
16,123.90 crore. The Initial
Public Offering (IPO) of IREDA
was subscribed 38.80 times on
the last day of bidding
Thursday. The IPO had a fresh
issue of up to 40,31,64,706
equity shares and an offer for
sale component of up to
26,87,76,471 equity shares.

......................................

B Sebi bans 9 entities

New Delhi: Capital markets
regulator Sebi has barred
nine entities from the
securities market for at least
two years and directed them
to refund Rs 8 crore collected
from investors, through
unregistered investment
advisory services, within
three months. Additionally,
the regulator has imposed a
penalty totalling Rs 18 lakh
on them and asked them to
pay the amount within 45
days. The nine entities that
have been prohibited are --
Yogesh Kukadia, Rajesh R
Kallidumbil, Nithin Raj,
Signal2Noise Capital
Partners, Investo Investment
Advisers, SS Info Sales, Sl
Digi Sales, CT Web Sales and
ML Tele Sales.
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BSE enters S4tn m-cap clu

MILESTONE
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India economy showed good
momentum in the second
quarter. The second quarter
numbers should be good

AJAY SETH | ECONOMIC AFFAIRS SECRETARY

LIC UNVEILS JEEVAN UTSAV

Insurance behemoth LIC Wednesday launched
its guaranteed return plan, Jeevan Utsav. It is a
non-linked, non-participating, individual savings,
whole life insurance plan, LIC said. LIC Chairman
Siddhartha Mohanty, said policyholders can
expect a lifelong benefit of 10 per cent of the
sum assured after the policy matures

b Govt launches auction

Indian equity market enters coveted $4-trillion m-cap club for first time ever

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: The com-
bined market valuation of all
listed companies on the leading
stock exchange BSE reached the
$4-trillion milestone for the first
time ever Wednesday, mirror-
ing a positive trend in equities.

What is remarkable about this
feat is that it took just two-and-
a-half years to hit the $4 trillion
landmark after the market cap-
italisation (m-cap) of all listed
companies on the BSE touched
the $3-trillion mark May 24, 2021.

The total valuation of ex-
change-listed companies went
past the $1 trillion level May 28,
2007.

The journey from $1 trillion to
$1.5 trillion was covered in 2,566
days or just over seven years
June 6,2014. The m-cap of listed
companies reached $2 trillion
July 10, 2017 -- taking 1,130 days
from the $1.5 trillion level. It
took ten years for the exchange
toreach from $1 trillion level to
$2 trillion in market capitalisa-
tion.

From there, it took 1,255 days
to go past the $2.5 trillion mark
December 16, 2020.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 727.71 points or 1.10 per
cent to settle at 66,901.91 with
26 of its components ending in
the green and four in the red. The
index started the day on a posi-
tive note and later zoomed 772.08
points or 1.16 per cent to a high

| BSESENSEX: Wz
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67,000 -
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of 66,946.28.

The broader Nifty climbed
206.90 points or 1.04 per cent to
reclaim the 20,000- mark after a
gap of over two months. It ended
at 20,096.60.

Thanks to the optimism in eg-
uities, the market capitalisation
of BSE-listed companies reached
Rs 3,33,26,881.49 crore in morn-
ing trade, translating into $4 tril-
lion at the exchange rate of 83.31.

It finally stood at Rs
3,33,29,095.37 crore at the end of

WALMART SHIFTS FOCUS
TO INDIA FROM CHINA

CHEAPER IMPORTS

Walmart imports more from India,
reducing reliance on China

60% of shipments came from China
in Jan-Aug 2023 vs 80% in 2018

REUTERS

London, Nov 29: Walmart is
importing more goods to the
United States from India and re-
ducing its reliance upon China
as it looks to cut costs and di-
versify its supply chain, data
seen by Reuters shows.

The world’s largest retailer
shipped one quarter of its US
imports from India between
January and August this year, ac-
cording to bill of lading figures
shared with Reuters by data firm
Import Yeti. That compared with
just 2% in 2018.

Only 60% of its shipments
came from China during the
same period, down from 80% in
2018, the same data shows. To
be sure, China is still Walmart’s
biggest country for importing

India has emerged as a
key component of
Walmart’s efforts to
build that manufacturing
capacity

ANDREA ALBRIGHT |

EXECUTIVE VP, WALMART

goods.

The shift illustrates how the
rising cost of importing from
China and escalating political
tensions between Washington
and Beijing are encouraging
large US companies to import
more from countries including
India, Thailand and Vietnam.

“We want the best prices,”
Andrea Albright, Walmart’s ex-
ecutive vice president of sourc-
ing said in an interview. “That
means I need resiliency in our
supply chains. I can’t be reliant
on any one supplier or geogra-
phy for my product because we’'re
constantly managing things from
hurricanes and earthquakes to
shortages in raw materials.”

Walmart has been accelerat-
ing growth in India since 2018,
when it bought a 77% stake in
Indian e-commerce firm Flipkart.
Two years later, it committed to
import $10 billion of goods from
India each year by 2027. That is
atarget it remains on track to hit,
Albright said. It is currently im-
porting around $3 billion worth
of goods from India each year.

trade, translating into $4
trillion. The combined
market capitalisa-
tion of BSE-listed
firms hit an all-
time high of Rs

333.291akh crore.

While the BSE
benchmark
Sensex has rallied
6,061.17 points or 9.96
per cent so far this
year, the market capital-
isation of all listed firms on
BSE has gone up by Rs 50.90 lakh
crore.

The 30-share benchmark hit its
all-time peak of 67,927.23
September 15, this year.

“Fortunately, interest rates in
the US have peaked, and the dol-
lar index is declining, which is
expected to attract Foreign

FEARS

In the next four months, India
plans to add nearly 3GW of
coal-fired generation, while
the following fiscal year,
starting from April I, will see
it add 4GW, or its highest
level in eight years

REUTERS

New Delhi, Nov 29: India aims
to add 17 gigawatts of coal-based
power generation capacity in
the next 16 months, its fastest
pace in recent years, to avert
outages due to a record rise in
power demand, according to gov-
ernment officials and documents.

The expansion drive comes
ahead of this week’s UN climate
summit COP28, where France
and the United States are ex-
pected to clamp down on fi-
nancing for coal plants, a move
that India, dependent on coal
for 73% of power generation,
plans to oppose.

The world’s fastest growing
major economy has added an
annual average of 5 gigawatts of
coal-based electricity genera-
tion capacity over the last five
years, but it is also ramping up
renewable energy.

Globally,

the other markets

valued more than $4tn by
m-cap include the US with a ggiad:
market valuation of $47.78tn,
China ($9.74 trillion), Japan JEZEA% =,
($6.02tn) and Hong
Kong ($4.78tn)

BLACKOUT ReCOrd
forces

ascent to the $4 trillion

mark signals the start of
a fresh momentum in the
stock market. Indian stock
market is rallying due to
solid Q2 earnings and a drop
in crude oil prices

SATISH MENON | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
GEOJIT FINANCIAL SERVICES

‘ The BSE market cap’s

Institutional Investors (FIIs) into
the Indian equity market,” said
Satish Menon, Executive Director;
Geojit Financial Services.

A rally in the broader mar-
ket also added to the overall op-
timism. The BSE smallcap gauge

has jumped 11,062.78
points or 38.24 per
cent so far this
year while
the midcap

index

8,661.06
points or

cent.
Also, a
number of
mainboard Initial
Public Offerings (IPO)
and listing of shares have pro-
pelled the rally in the equity
markets.

“Indian market cap hasrisen
the most in this fiscal aided by
FPI flows and earnings re-
silience,” said Deepak Jasani,
Head Retail Research, HDFC
Securities.
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Yet it will fall short of satis-
fying power demand if it does not
expand the number of its coal
plants, said two government of-
ficials, who did not want to be
named as they are not autho-
rised to speak to media.

To ensure completion of proj-
ects, New Delhi has begun a re-
view of 38 coal generation plants
whose construction has been
held up for years, moving to re-
solve issues over equipment and
land acquisition delays, the two
officials said.

The government expects 28 of
these projects to become opera-
tional in the next 18 months, it told
power producers in a presentation
at a meeting November 21.

Such projects include state-
run power company NTPC’s 660-
megawatt unit in the eastern
state of Bihar which has been de-
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of 20 critical minerals
worth 345,000 crore

The 20 blocks on sale are across various states, including
Chhattisgarh, UP. TN, Odisha, Jharkhand, and Bihar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: Coal and
Mines Minister Pralhad Joshi
Wednesday launched the auc-
tion of 20 critical minerals worth
Rs 45,000 crore.

Of the 20 minerals put on sale,
two are lithium blocks, Joshi said.

One of the lithium blocks is in
Jammu & Kashmir, while the
other is in Chhattisgarh.

“For the first time, ever we
have identified critical and deep
seated minerals. We have not
just identified it but we have
also put it up for auction today,”
the minister told reporters here.

The 20 blocks on sale are across
various states, including
Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Jharkhand,
and Bihar, he said.

“The total worth of these
blocks is Rs 45,000 crore,” Joshi
said, adding that the entire rev-
enue accrued from these min-
eral blocks will go to the states.

The minister further said the
auction process will close
February 20. Of the 20 mineral
blocks, 16 have been put up for
grant of composite licence and
four for grant of mining lease.

“Today’s launch of auctions is

power demand
more coal usage

layed for 13 years, and two in
the neighbouring state of
Jharkhand held up for five years.

At the meeting, Power Minister
RK Singh told public and pri-
vate power generators that India
would “have to add coal-based
thermal capacity,” to meet re-
quirements growing at an un-
precedented rate, said the two of-
ficials, who also attended.

He also urged private companies
to set up fresh coal-based power
generation capacity to meet night-
time demand and assured them of
financial assistance.

Industry officials said such a
call was being made for the first
time in a decade since most pri-
vate investments in the coal-fired
power sector had stopped around
the year 2012, partly because of
India’s green energy push.

While the coal expansion drive
aims to meet an expected rise of
10% in demand during peak hours
in fiscal year 2024-25, India will
still meet a national commitment
of half of fuel generation ca-
pacity from non-fossil fuels by
2030, the two officials said.

Since adding 22 gigawatts of ca-
pacity in the fiscal year 2015/16,
India cut back on plans to ex-
panding coal-fired plants as the
government opted for alternate
energy capacity, they added.

Inflation, high rates, war to slow global growth: OECD

THE WORLD ECONOMY HAS ENDURED ONE SHOCK AFTER ANOTHER SINCE EARLY 2020 — THE ERUPTION OF COVID-19, A RESURGENCE OF
INFLATION AS THE REBOUND FROM THE PANDEMIC SHOWED UNEXPECTED STRENGTH, MOSCOW'’S WAR AGAINST UKRAINE AND PAINFULLY
HIGH BORROWING RATES AS CENTRAL BANKS ACTED AGGRESSIVELY TO COMBAT THE ACCELERATION OF CONSUMER PRICES

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Nov 29: The global
economy, which has proved sur-
prisingly resilient this year; is ex-
pected to falter next year under
the strain of wars, still-elevated
inflation and continued high in-
terest rates.

The Paris-based Organization
for Economic Cooperation and
Development estimated
Wednesday that international
growth would slow to 2.7% in
2024 from an expected 2.9% pace
this year. That would amount
to the slowest calendar-year
growth since the pandemic year
of 2020.

A key factor is that the OECD
expects the world’s two biggest
economies, the United States
and China, to decelerate next
year.

The US economy is
forecast to expand
just 1.5% in
2024, from
2.4% in 2023,
as the
Federal
Reserve’s
interest rate
increases —
11 of them
since March
2022 — continue to
restrain growth.

The Fed’s higher rates have
made borrowing far more ex-
pensive for consumers and busi-
nesses and, in the process, have
helped slow inflation from its
four-decade peak in 2022.

The OECD foresees US infla-
tion dropping from 3.9% this
year to 2.8% in 2024 and 2.2% in
2025, just above the Fed’s 2% tar-

INTERNATIONAL
GROWTH TO SLOW TO
2.7% IN 2024 FROM EXPECTED
2.9% PACE IN 2023

OECD EXPECTS WORLD’S TWO
BIGGEST ECONOMIES, US, CHINA TO
DECELERATE IN 2024

20 COUNTRIES THAT SHARE THE
EURO CURRENCY TO
CONTRIBUTE TO GLOBAL
SLOWDOWN

get level.

The Chinese economy, beset by
a destructive real estate crisis,
rising unemployment and slow-

ing exports, is expected to ex-
pand 4.7% in 2024, down from
5.2% this year.

China’s “consumption growth

will likely remain subdued due
to increased precautionary sav-
ings, gloomier prospects for em-
ployment creation and height-
ened uncertainty,” the OECD
said.

Also likely to contribute to a
global slowdown are the 20 coun-
tries that share the euro cur-
rency. They have been hurt by
heightened interest rates and
by the jump in energy prices
that followed Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.

The OECD expects the col-
lective growth of the eurozone
to amount to 0.9% next year —
weak but still an improvement
over a predicted 0.6% growth in
2023.

Yet through it all, economic ex-
pansion has proved unexpect-
edly sturdy. A year ago, the OECD
had predicted global growth of

2.2% for 2023. That forecast
proved too pessimistic. Now, the
organization warns, the respite
may be over.

“Growth has been stronger
than expected so far in 2023,”
the OECD said in its 221-page
report, “but is now moderating
as the impact of tighter financial
conditions, weak trade growth
and lower business and con-
sumer confidence is increas-
ingly felt.”

Moreover, the OECD warned,
the world economy is confronting
new risks resulting from height-
ened geopolitical tensions amid
the Israel-Hamas war — “par-
ticularly if the conflict were to
broaden.”

“This could result in signifi-
cant disruptions to energy mar-
kets and major trade routes,” it
said.
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only the first tranche. We will con-
tinue to add more block of critical
minerals in subsequent tranches.”

“Not only this, based on in-
dustry feedback we will con-
tinue to amend the relevant laws
in order to make it easier to op-
erate in the domain of clean en-
ergy technologies,” Joshi said.

India in February found its
first lithium deposits in Jammu
& Kashmir with estimated re-
serves of 5.9 million tonne.

In July, India tweaked its min-
ing rules by allowing the entry
of private miners to search for
the materials.

Critical minerals have become
important for the nation’s eco-
nomic development and national
security. There is high demand for
critical and strategic minerals.
Their demand is usually met by im-
ports. Critical minerals cater to the
needs of sectors like renewable en-
ergy, defence, and agriculture.

4-YEAR HIGH
April-0Oct steel
imports from
China jumps

REUTERS

New Delhi, Nov 29: India’s fin-
ished steel imports from China
touched a four-year high in the
first seven months of the fiscal
year that began in April, ac- -
cording to provisional govern- -
ment data reviewed by Reuters
Wednesday.

China was the top exporter
of finished steel to India dur-
ing April-October, shipping in
1.1 million metric tons of the
alloy, up 47.3% on the year.

China, the world’s top steel
producer, exported mostly cold-
rolled coil or sheets to India, fol-
lowed by hot-rolled coil prod-
ucts, plates, and pipes, among
others.

The Indian steel industry has
sought government interven-
tion through safeguards against
Chinese imports.

During April-October, India
imported a total of 3.5 million
metric tonne of finished steel, up
10.1% from a year earlier. Overall
imports were also at a four-year
high, data showed.

Earlier this month, India’s
federal steel secretary flagged
rising imports as a concern.

South Korea was the second-
biggest exporter of finished steel
to India during April-October,
shipping 1.1 million metric tonne.

However, India remained a
net exporter of finished steel
during April-October, with 3.5
million metric tonne sold to buy-
ers such as Italy, Spain, Belgium,
Nepal and the UAE, government
data showed.

Hot-rolled coils and strips
were the most exported prod-
ucts, according to the data.

India’s crude steel output stood
at 82.2 million tons in the April-
October period, up 15% from
last year. India is the world’s
second-biggest crude steel pro-
ducer.

Domestic consumption of fin-
ished steel was 75.8 million tonne,
up 15% on the year.




N

——
/

OrissaPOST

THURSDAY | NOVEMBER 30 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: The BCCI
Wednesday extended the con-
tract of Indian cricket team
head coach Rahul Dravid in
order to maintain continuity
following the senior side’s stu-
pendous performance in the
ODI World Cup where it won 10
games in a row before losing
the final. However, there was
no mention of how long his new
tenure would be in the press re-
lease issued by the BCCI.

“The Board of Control for
Cricket in India announces the
extension of contracts for head
coach Rahul Dravid and the sup-
port staff of Team India (senior
men),” the sport’s apex body
said in a statement.

“The BCCI engaged in pro-
ductive discussions with Dravid
after the term of his contract
ended following the recently-
concluded World Cup and unan-
imously agreed to further the
tenure,” it added.

BCCI secretary Jay Shah said
that Dravid will have “full back-
ing” of the board, moving for-
ward in his endeavour to win the
ICC Trophy, which is missing
from the cabinet for the last
decade.

“Having won 10 consecutive
games before the final, our World
Cup campaign was nothing short
of extraordinary, and the head
coach (Dravid) deserves appre-
ciation for setting up the right
platform for the team to flourish.

“The head coach has our full
backing, and we will provide

SPORTS

‘Coach’ Dravid to carry on

him with all the support needed
for sustained success at the in-

Srikanth crashes out of
'Syed Modi International

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Nov 29: India’s
Kidambi Srikanth bowed out
with a straight-game loss in the
opening round but young Unnati
Hooda shocked compatriot
Aakarshi Kashyap to make it to
the second round of the Syed
Modi International badminton
tournament here Wednesday.

Former World No.1 Srikanth,
a 2021 World championships sil-
ver medallist, lost 21-23, 8-21 to
Korea’s Chia Hao Lee, continu-
ing his dismal run in interna-
tional circuit this season.

The 16-year-old Unnati, who is
touted as one of the finest talents
in women’s singles, rallied her
way to a stunning 15-21, 21-19, 21-
18 win over Kashyap in a 77-
minute round of 32 clash of the
BWF Super 300 tournament.

The young shuttler from

Neeraj stresses on athletics events’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Nov 29: Olympic
champion javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra Wednesday emphasised
on making track and field ath-
letics events more attractive and
marketable for Indian fans.
The Tokyo Olympics gold medal-
list, with which he became the
first Indian to stand on the podium
in track and field events at the
sporting showpiece, shared his
thoughts on what ails this disci-
pline of athletics in the country.
“First of all, I feel that the in-
ternational competitions where
we compete such as the Diamond
League, Continental Tours, and
World Athletics Championships,
should be broadcast in India.
“Currently, we only get to
watch the highlights though peo-
ple want to watch the athletics,
they stay up till 1-2 am in the
night, and wait for the athlete to
play but they face disappoint-
ment after not being able to
watch,” Chopra said.
He was addressing a gathering

}at the RCB Innovation Lab’s

Leaders Meet India. Broadcasting

Rohtak will next face Japan’s
former World Champion Nozomi
Okuhara, who prevailed 18-21, 21-
17, 21-10 over another Indian
Malvika Bansod in another
match.

Anupama Upadhyaya,
Ashmita Chaliha also progressed
in the women’s singles. While
Anupama defeated Amalie
Schulz of Denmark 14-21, 21-15,
21-9, Ashmita got rid of Polina
Buhrova of Ukraine 21-15, 21-15
in another match.

In men’s singles, Orleans
Masters winner Priyanshu
Rajawat, Denmark Masters win-
ner Kiran George and Sathish
Kumar Karunakaran entered
the second round with fine vic-
tories in men’s singles compe-
tition.

Priyanshu beat Kazhakistan’s
Dmitriy Panarin 21-17, 21-19,
while Kiran saw off Chirag Sen
- Lakshya sen’s brother - 21-16,
14-21, 21-13 and Sathish got past
Chinese Taipei’s Huang Yu Kai.
Priyanshu will face Sathish in an
all-Indian clash, while Kiran
meets Chia. Sameer Verma, how-
ever, went down fighting 9-21,
21-17, 17-21 to Wang Tzu Wei of
Chinese Taipei.

In doubles, Ashwini Ponnappa
and Tanisha Crasto notched up
a 21-8, 21-9 win over compatriot
Samriddhi Singh and Sonali Singh
in the first round. They will face
another all-Indian pair -
Rutaparna Panda and Swetaparna
Panda - in the round of 16.

athletics events on TV will enable
more people to start watching,
to understand, and increase the
awareness about the competi-
tions that the Indians compete
in, Chopra said.

RCB Innovation Lab is an ini-
tiative that brings together peo-
ple from the international sport-

ternational level,” the BCCI sec-
retary said in a statement.

“The last two years with Team
India have been thoroughly
memorable. Together, we have
witnessed the highs and lows,
and throughout this journey,
the support and camaraderie
within the group have been phe-
nomenal,” Dravid said.

The PTI, Tuesday, had re-
ported that Dravid’s contract
would be renewed with the BCCI
looking for continuity in the
set-up helmed by the legendary
cricketer over the last two years.

Dravid had replaced Ravi
Shastri after the T20 World Cup
in 2021, getting appointed for a
two-year term which ended with
the ODI World Cup. Under
Dravid, India also finished as
runners-up in the last World
Test Championship, losing to
Australia in the final.

Along with the 50-year-old
Dravid, his support staff com-
prising batting coach Vikram
Rathour, bowling coach Paras
Mhambrey and fielding coach T
Dilip have also got an exten-
sion.

It is expected that his stint
would be at least till the T20
World Cup in the West Indies
and the USA in June-July next
year. The PTT had reported that
Dravid had been offered an ex-
tension and asked to helm the af-
fairs in South Africa as they
work on the modalities.

While VVS Laxman, the NCA
head, who has often filled in for
Dravid when the latter was tak-
ing short breaks, is believed to
have informed the brass that
he is more comfortable work-

ing with pathways teams such
as India A and India U-19, apart
from being actively involved in
cricketing matters with regards
to the new NCA set-up in
Bangalore.

“The Board also appreciates
VVS Laxman for his exemplary
roles as Head of NCA and as
the stand-in Head Coach. Similar
to their legendary on-field part-
nerships, Dravid and Laxman
have worked closely in driving
Indian Cricket forward,” the
BCCI’s release makes it clear
that both for the time being will
continue in their respective
roles.

BCCI president Roger Binny;,
who has been a bridge between
the board and the head coach,
also welcomed the decision.
“The performances of the Indian
Team are a testament to his
strategic guidance. I am de-
lighted that he accepted the offer
to remain the head coach, and
it speaks of the mutual respect
and shared vision between him
and the BCCL.”

Dravid said that he will re-
main committed in pursuit of
excellence in this post World
Cup phase.

“The demands of this role
necessitate considerable time
away from home, and I deeply
appreciate my family’s sacri-
fices and support. Their in-
strumental role behind the
scenes has been invaluable. As
we embrace new challenges
post the World Cup, we remain
committed to the pursuit of ex-
cellence,” he said.

Gaikwad defends Prasidhi
and co despite poor show

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, Nov 29: The dew
laden condition was the primary
reason for Indian bowling at-
tack’s poor show in the third
T20 International, where the
home team failed to defend an im-
posing total of 222, vice-captain
and opener Ruturaj Gaikwad
said after the defeat.

Indian bowlers leaked 80 runs
in thelast 5 overs while defending
222 as Glenn Maxwell’s 48-ball-
104 not out, included 23 runs off
the final over from Prasidh
Krishna, who was smashed for
four boundaries and a six. For the
record, Krishna’s 0/68 in 4 overs
is the worst T20I figure by any
Indian bowler.

“I don’t think so it’s a con-
cern because it’s almost like you
are bowling with a wet ball. And
it’s really tough on them,”
Gaikwad told reporters during
the post-match press conference.

“In these kinds of conditions,
12 runs per over or even 13 or 14
runs per over is gettable, even
while we are chasing, In the first
game, how easily we managed to

City stay perfect, while PSG, Milan struggle

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rome, Nov 29: On a night of
unconvincing performances
from PSG and AC Milan, Pep
Guardiola walked off smiling
following a comeback victory
for Manchester City in the
Champions League.

Phil Foden inspired a second-
half comeback as City beat
Leipzig 3-2 Tuesday to take first
place in Group G and extend its
perfect record to five wins in
five matches. It’s the seventh
straight season that City has
won its group.

The defending champions
trailed 2-0 at halftime but Foden
scored one goal and helped to
create two more to turn the
match around and Guardiola
had a smirk on his face when
he shook hands with Leipzig
counterpart Marco Rose after
the final whistle.

Kylian Mbappe’s penalty deep
into stoppage time salvaged a
point for PSG in a 1-1 draw with
an injury-depleted but tenacious
Newcastle team. In the tight
Group F, Borussia Dortmund
advanced with a 3-1 victory at
Milan, a semifinalist last sea-
son.

Barcelona, Atletico Madrid
and Lazio also advanced.
Portuguese duo Joao Felix and
Joao Cancelo each scored as
Barcelona defeated Porto 2-1 to
return to the knockout phase
after consecutive group-stage
eliminations. It will be the first
time since Lionel Messi left the
club that Barcelona will be play-

ing world to “create a platform
where influential dialogues and
the exchange of innovative ideas
become centre stage”.

The Haryana-born athlete has
had an exceptional year so far,
bagging gold medals at the Asian
Games and World Athletics
Championships. Chopra also spoke

IMPRESSIVE SHOW: Phil Foden celebrates after scoring against RB Leipzig

ing in the round of 16.

In Paris, Alexander Isak scored
on arebound for Newcastle early
on after PSG goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma pushed
away a shot to Isak’s feet for an
easy finish.

PSG wasted chance after
chance and Newcastle seemed on
course to pull off another un-
likely win to follow the 4-1 vic-
tory over the same opposition last
month.

That was until Ousmane
Dembele flicked the ball up in the
fifth minute of stoppage time
and it bounced off Tino
Livramento’s chest and onto his

marketing

about how much India’s sporting
ecosystem has developed in the
past few years, stressing on the
need to organise international
competitions in India which could
be a game-changer for athletics.
“If countries like Kenya and
Grenada can host international
athletics competitions on a world-
class level regularly, India also has
great capability to do the same.
“Whenever I meet people from
the World Athletics organisa-
tion, they express their interest
in hosting such a tournament
in India. I am hopeful (that) if
India can host such competitive
events, more people can witness
such championships in person
and be inspired,” Chopra said.
Speaking about his prepara-
tions as he gets back from a break,
he said, “My preparation will
begin with removing the excess
fat accumulated in the last few
days. “I had a lot of milk, ghee,
churma, and sweets in my home-
town while I was there. I tried my
best to control it but couldn’t.
But I know when I get started
with my training I will be able to
get rolling in 2-3 weeks time.”

arm. Referee Szymon Marciniak
gave a penalty after watching
the incident on video review
and Mbappe blasted the spot-
kick past goalkeeper Nick Pope.

In Manchester, Foden set up
Erling Haaland for a goal in the
54th and equalised in the 70th.
He then played a part in the
buildup for substitute Julian
Alvarez’s winner in the 87th as
City preserved an unbeaten
home record in the Champions
League that dates back to 2018.

Lois Openda scored for Leipzig
in the 13th and 33rd, but City
responded like champions after
the break, with Foden at the

India to tour SLin
July-August, 2024
for 6-match series

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Colombo, Nov 29: The crisis-rid-
den Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) and
its host broadcaster will have
something to cheer about during
the middle of 2024 when the
Indian team makes it annual rit-
ual tour of the islands for a short
six-match white-ball series, the
board announced Wednesday.
SLC has been banned by the
ICC for government interfer-
ence and the global body has
also shifted the U-19 World Cup
to South Africa. However the
national teams (men and women)
will be allowed to fulfill their
bilateral commitments.
According to the 2024 calen-
dar released by SL.C, India is sup-
posed to travel for three ODIs and
T20Is each during July-August.
The men’s national team is due
to play 52 international games
in 2024, which includes 10 Tests,
21 ODIs and 21 T20Is. The T20Is,
however, doesn’t factor in the ad-
ditional games that they will play
during the T20 World Cup.

VAR OFFICIAL
REMOVED

Geneva: A video review official
has been removed from his
Champions League game
Wednesday, one day after having
a key role in a disputed decision
to award PSG a stoppage-time
penalty for handball against
Newcastle which contradicted
UEFA’s own advice to referees.
The VAR specialist from Poland,
Tomasz Kwiatkowski, is no
longer listed to work at the Real
Sociedad-Salzburg game and
has been replaced by a German
match official. In Paris Tuesday,
Kylian Mbappe scored in the
eighth minute of stoppage time
to salvage a 1-1 draw after a ball
struck Newcastle defender Tino
Livramento in the chest and then
deflected off his arm, and a
penalty was awarded following a
VAR review. However, a UEFA
panel of storied coaches and
former players said in April that
“no handball offense should be
called on a player if the ball is
previously deflected from his
own body, and, in particular,
when the ball does not go
towards the goal.”

heart of the comeback.

In Barcelona, Porto opened
the scoring with Pepe in the
30th but Barcelona rallied with
Cancelo equalising two minutes
later and Felix deciding it in
the 57th. Barcelona leads — but
still haven’t won the group —
with 12 points, followed by Porto
(9), Shakhtar (9) and Antwerp (0).

chase 210,” he cited an example.

“So Ithink, I don’t think so def-
initely there’s not a concern at
all. It’s just that the conditions
are slightly tougher for them,
and we have to accept and move
on.”

Gaikwad said Maxwell’s bru-
tal innings and heavy dew proved
to be home team’s undoing. “I
think even Maxi batted really
well. To win from a situation
where they needed 100 from
seven and a half hours and then
50 from 3 overs, I think it was crit-
ical innings for him,” Gaikwad
said.

“And I think from our side,
our bowlers tried executing what-
ever they had in their control.
Also, there was a lot of dew
around so ball was slipping a
lot. So I think it was tough for the
bowlers as well.

“Even though we scored 230,
in the last game, it was still in be-
tween we felt the game might
go till the last over, but this kind
of dew it is these totals are bound
to happen and bound to chase.”
India will Australia in the fourth
T20I Friday at Raipur.

IDFC FIRST
Bank

| IDFC FIRST
B lBaal

Batters disappoint
as Odisha go down

against Saurashtra

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 29: Odisha
batters had a disappointing out-
ing in their Vijay Hazare Trophy
match against Saurashtra as
they suffered a four-wicket loss
in their Group A tie in Bangalore,
Wednesday.

Opener Sandeep Pattnaik (42,
73b, 2x4) was the top scorer for
Odisha, who decided to bat first
after winning the toss, with
Subhranshu Senapati (21) being
the only other batter to get the
double digit score to his name.

Dharmendrasinh Jadeja was
the pick of Saurashtra bowlers
with a five wicket haul (5/16) as
he led the attack to dismiss
Odisha for 99. The 45-run part-
nership for the second wicket
between Sandeep and
Subhranshu somehow raised
hopes of a competitive total.
However, Jadeja dashed that
hope with a splendid spell.

In response, Saurashtra com-
pleted the chase in 24.4 overs
having four wickets in hand.
Arpit Vasavada (20 n o) was the
top scorer for the winning side.
Pacers Rajesh Mohanty (3/48)
and Debabrata Pradhan (3/34)
shared the six wickets between
them.

There was a situation where
Saurashtra were struggling at
74/6, but Vasavada and Chirag
Jani (16 n o) ensured their side
would get any more hiccups and
bag full points.

KALINGA SUPER CUP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 29: The Kalinga
Super Cup, to be played at two
venues in Odisha from January
9, will feature both the ISL and
I-League teams with the win-
ners being nominated to play in
the AFC Champions League 2
Preliminary Stage.

“The format of the tourna-
ment will consist of four groups
of four teams each, who will
play single-leg matches amongst
themselves. The group winners
will qualify for the semifinals
followed by the final to be played
January 28,” said AIFF in a state-
ment Wednesday.

The I-League teams will play
the qualifiers to get into the
group stage of the Kalinga Super

TO KICK OFF JANUARY

Kalinga Stadium, Bhubaneswar
Cup where four slots have been
reserved for them in the group
stage. “The Champions of
Kalinga Super Cup will be nom-
inated to play in the ACL 2
Preliminary Stage of AFC 2023-
24 season,” said the AIFFE.
AIFF president Kalyan
Chaubey said, “As per the deci-
sion we took earlier, the annual
Super Cup tournament will now
be organised in a bigger and
broader perspective. The tour-
nament will now be known as
Kalinga Super Cup and will be
played in Odisha in January 2024.
“This is a positive develop-
ment for Indian domestic football.
Tam confident the Kalinga Super
Cup will be a huge hit both in

P

terms of organisation and spec-——

tator interest,” he added.

3 Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159
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