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Looks like he has won 
the elections, and his 
party is in power now
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Karni Sena chief shot
dead at Jaipur home
Jaipur: Right-wing group Shri
Rashtriya Rajput Karni Sena's
president Sukhdev Singh Gogamedi
was shot dead in the living room of
his house here Tuesday by three
armed men, one of whom was also
killed in retaliatory firing, police said.
One of Gogamedi's security guards
sustained bullet injuries in the
exchange of fire with the assailants,
who had gone to his house in the
Shyam Nagar area on the pretext of
meeting him, they said. P9

NATURE’S FURY: An innundated road following downpour under the impact of cyclonic storm Michaung, in
Nandapur block of Koraput district, Tuesday  OP PHOTO

Non-payment 
of wages: Boy 
kills employer 
AGENCIES

Berhampur, Dec 5: A 15-year-
old boy allegedly killed the owner
of  an eatery where he was work-
ing with a stone slab after he
was not paid his monthly wage
of  `1,500 for a long, and abused
and assaulted whenever he asked
for it, police said Tuesday.

The decomposed body of  the
37-year-old man, who ran the
fast food joint at Gopalpur in
Odisha's Ganjam district, was
found Sunday in his rented room,
they said.

He hired  the  boy of
Bhanjanagar area, promising a
monthly wage of  ̀ 1,500, to work
as a helper at the eatery. The
boy also used to live with him in
that room, police said.

However, he did not pay the boy
his wage, and whenever he asked
for his dues, the man used to
abuse and assault him. He also
threatened the boy with a po-
lice case in case he tried to leave,
Superintendent of  Police (SP)
Saravana Vivek M said.

In the early hours of  November
29 when the man was sleeping,
the boy brought a heavy stone
slab and bludgeoned him with it.
Then, he also hit him with an iron
clamp, police said.

After ensuring the man's death,
the boy left the house and bolted
the doors. The body was recov-
ered after a foul smell started
coming from it, they said.

The boy was nabbed Tuesday,
the SP said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 5: In a move
aimed at easing vehicular pol-
lution, the state Cabinet, chaired
by Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik, Tuesday approved
waiver of  Motor Vehicle (MV)
Tax and penalty pending against
more than 50,000 vehicle own-
ers as it would go a long way to-
wards scrapage of  their old and
polluting vehicles.

Chief  Secretary PK Jena said de-
spite notice and special drives,
the state government has been
able to recover dues from only
4,668 vehicle owners in 2022.
“Besides, in line with the country’s
effort to curb vehicular pollution
by phasing out old polluting ve-
hicles, the state government has
decided to offer one-time waiver
of  pending MV Tax and penalty on
vehicle owners who want to de-reg-
ister/scrap their vehicles at
Registered Vehicle Scrapping
Facility (RVSF),” he said.

The proposal was among the
10 approved by the Odisha
Cabinet, Jena said.

The Cabinet has also decided
to  amend the  Odisha
Government Land Settlement
Rules, 1983, to resolve the long-
pending land issues in Puri
Municipality, and wasteland
lease for homestead purposes
in Bhubaneswar and Jatni tehsils
of  Khurda district. It also ap-
proved a package for Welspun

Group’s projects in Cuttack and
Sambalpur districts, which in-
cludes incentives on land and
electricity, he said.

The Cabinet decided to de-
velop a utility corridor between
Gopalpur Port and Tata Steel
Industrial Park in Ganjam. A
tender worth Rs 128.88 crore was
approved for the project, which
will be executed by the state
Industrial  Development
Corporation, said Jena.

The Cabinet decided to amend
the Odisha MSME Development
Policy, 2022, and Odisha Food
Processing Policy, 2022. With
these amendments, a differential
amount of  financial benefit can
be extended to industries that
have availed similar incentives
from the Centre, if  the state of-
fers higher incentives, he said.

The Cabinet also decided that
the Secondary Board High School
in Cuttack will be taken over by
the state government with ef-
fect from January 1, 2024. 

‘Cash-for-kidney’:
Investigation ordered
AGENCIES

New Delhi, Dec 5: The National
Organ and Tissue Transplantation
Organisation (NOTTO) under
the Union Health Ministry has or-
dered an inquiry into allegations
of  cash-for-kidney scam against
Indraprastha Apollo hospital,
sources said Tuesday.

Director of  NOTTO, Anil
Kumar has written to Principal
Secretary (Health) in the Delhi
government to get the matter ex-
amined, take appropriate action
according to provisions of  the
Transplantation of  Human Organs
and Tissues Act 1994 and furnish
an action taken report within a
week. The Indraprastha Medical
Corporation Ltd asserted that it
follows every legal and ethical re-
quirement for transplants.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 5: Southern
districts of  Odisha were put on
alert Tuesday night as the in-
tensity of  rains was likely to in-
crease as an impact of  severe
cyclone Michaung that made
landfall in neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh, officials said.

The storm made landfall in
the afternoon near Bapatla be-
tween Nel lore  and
Machilipatnam in Andhra
Pradesh, with a maximum sus-
tained wind speed of  90-100
kmph, gusting up to 110 kmph.

Light  rainf al l  has  been
recorded in Malkangiri, Koraput,

Rayagada, Ganjam, Gajapati and
Kalahandi districts of  Odisha
till the evening, and the intensity
is likely to increase overnight,
officials said.

After landfall, the cyclone is
likely to move northwards and
weaken into a depression, they
said.

At least 12 people lost their
lives in various rain-related in-
cidents in and around Chennai
even as personnel on fishing boats
and farm tractors were engaged
in rescuing stranded people in
the city, Tuesday. The DMK has de-
manded an immediate Central
assistance of  ̀ 5,000 crore for the
rain-ravaged state.

15 picnickers hurt 
as van overturns 
Titlagarh: At least 15 people, including
four women and six children, sustained
grievous injuries after a pickup van
they were travelling in overturned near
Katarkela railway level-crossing under
this block in Bolangir district Tuesday.
Locals along with police and a fire
brigade team reached the spot and
rushed the injured to Titlagarh DHH. 

Michaung: South
Odisha on alert

Green push
Waiver of MV Tax & penalty on old vehicles to facilitate

scrapage among 10 proposals to receive Odisha Cabinet nod

Chief Secretary PK Jena addresses
media in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday



Artistes of Adrushya Natya Ashram of Sambalpur presented Odia play Utkalamani, on the life of Pandit Gopabandhu
Das, at Rabindra Mandap, Bhubaneswar, Tuesday. Written by Panchanan Dash the play was directed by Atish Kumar
Satpathy.  The play was the first enactment of the event being organised  by Odia Language, Literature and Culture

(OLL&C) Department in collaboration with Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi to create awareness on works of leg-
ends and social reformers of the state. This will also help in fostering harmony between people of various

regions and the popularity of  Odia theatre , claimed the officials. OLL&C Secretary Sujata R Kartikeyan,
Director  Dilip Routray, OSNA Vice-President Manmath Kumar Satpathy graced the occasion as guests,

while OSNA Secretary Prabodh Rath coordinated the event. OP PHOTO

When Katrina
was in tears

Mumbai: Tiger 3, featuring Salman Khan, Katrina
Kaif  and Emraan Hashmi, released in theatres on
November 12 and successfully went on to become

one of  the commercially viable films of  the year.
One of  the many talked-about elements from

the film was the Turkish hamam towel fight
scene between Katrina Kaif  and Hollywood

star Michelle Lee. The actress recently
said that she was in tears when her body

double fell sick during the shoot and she
ended up doing it herself.

Katrina Kaif  recently attended
the Red Sea International Film
Festival in Jeddah. There, she spoke
about 'Tiger 3' and mentioned that

“some of  the action sequences in
Tiger 3 were definitely phenome-

nal”. She also added, “I lost my body
double in the ‘hamam’ sequence. She
got sick. I went up to my director and
producer and I was crying. Because
I’d worked so hard and I was like ‘no
no’, and he was like ‘you are going to
do it’.” Talking about Katrina Kaif, she
said, “Katrina was as graceful and pro-
fessional as can be. She worked really
hard on getting the movements pre-
cise and making sure all the move-
ments flow. It was clear she had ex-
perience in choreography so it was
super easy to work with her. We
worked up a sweat.”                          IANS

Mumbai: Upcoming actress Khushi Kapoor has emerged
as an inspiration to the younger generation as she advocates
a self-assured approach to personal style.

Speaking of  her ‘go to fashion’ mantra, Khushi re-
vealed: “I don’t think there are rules in fashion. I think
if  you look good in something and like wearing it, you should
completely own it. I also feel that confidence can elevate
any outfit and do whatever makes you feel good.”

Known for consistently making style statements, Khushi
unabashedly owns every outfit, creating a league of  her
own.

Her unmatched style reflects an individ-
uality that resonates with confidence and
authenticity, setting her apart in the
world of  fashion.

In Zoya Akhtar’s The Archies, she
will be portraying the iconic character
of  Betty Cooper.

The flick also stars Agastya Nanda,
Suhana Khan, Vedang Raina, Mihir
Ahuja, Aditi Saigal and Yuvraj
Menda.

The screenplay is by Reema Kagti.
The heartfelt coming-of-age tale

set in the idyllic backdrop of  the
1960s, The Archies draws view-
ers into the lives of  a
beloved group of
teenagers.

The film is a
collaborative
effort between
Netflix India,
Tiger Baby,
Archie Comics,
and Graphic
India.

It will be re-
leased on Netflix
December 7.

IANS

P2 CARMEN DIDN’T THINK OF 
HERSELF AS A SEX SYMBOL

leisure
Actress-model Carmen Electra never thought
of herself as a sex symbol despite posing nude
for Playboy magazine numerous times at the
height of her career. She also said that it
always came as a surprise to her whenever
she was given a compliment about her body.

Hollywood actor Nicolas Cage recently
shared the news that he could be
retiring from Hollywood soon as he
wants to ‘say bye on a high note’. The
actor added that he may have just a
handful of films left in him.
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AQUARIUS
Today, you will blow hot and
cold. Hence, no one will
know what to expect from
you. This will throw your rivals off balance,
keeping you a step ahead of them. At work,
you will finally win recognition and
respect. Ganesha wants you to be satisfied
for now, and wait for a better tomorrow.

PISCES
You have been under a lot of
pressure of late, but today
should see a marked
change in your fortunes. A progressive
day when it comes to business and pro-
fessional matters. Fun and frolic too is on
the agenda, with invitations to parties
and other social get-togethers coming
your way, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
Ganesha suggests you get
down to looking your dash-
ing best. Preen that
plumage and make heads turn. Your
social standing, on the other hand, will
add that extra jazz. Talking fast and
smooth might just help you effect a
robust consummation.

LIBRA
Optimism and a positive
mindset are second to your
nature today, says Ganesha.
So carry it with you wherever you go. You
may tend to be slightly overcautious at
work, but that will only protect you. Today
seems to be one of those days when you
can't stop worrying about your career
prospects. But everything shall happen in
due course, reminds Ganesha. 

SCORPIO
The itch of love will spread
like a rash today. Passion will
set you ablaze, says
Ganesha. At work, the course of things may
shift to being better than before. However,
in love relationships, cold logic will rule
over intense emotions. But sweat not in the
heat of love, and find the poignancy hidden
within, advises Ganesha.

LEO
Today, you will most cer-
tainly pay close attention to
your personal appearance,
says Ganesha. After all, no one ever said
looking good was a crime. At work, you
shall find the resources to dig up a suc-
cessful business tactic. If you are a job
aspirant, an interview in the evening
shall go well. 

VIRGO
A vital turning point is about
to take place in your rela-
tionships and will dictate
how they will progress. Today you will be
preoccupied with the organisational
details for a social gathering with friends
and near and dear ones.

GEMINI
Today, you will look more
presentable than ever, pre-
dicts Ganesha. At work, you
will employ new business strategies to
succeed. By evening, you will give a demo
of your supreme sense for style, especially
when it comes to dressing up. Your spouse
will be enamoured by your new avtaar.

CANCER
You are honest and straight-
forward, and today will be
no different. It's just that
you can be too straight at times, leaving
those around you embarrassed. Early in
the day, small things may bother you in a
big way. You may get involved in big
financial transactions. You will get due
appreciation for your efforts at work.

ARIES
Your convincing powers are
so great that you can even
convince people to do what
they don't want to do. Today these pow-
ers will bear remarkable results. You
realise the need to improve your home
and your personality. Ganesha says
today you will take some concrete steps
in this direction.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
In all probability, the fair sex
will have a wonderful time in
kitchen and at the dining
table, foresees Ganesha. You may have
family friends and close relatives coming
over to your place in the evening. Romance
will free-flow with your soul mate later in
the day, says a beaming Ganesha.

CAPRICORN
You will love to play God
today, and may make use of
every tactic of the power
game to yield the desired results, says
Ganesha. A clear thought process and non-
judgemental attitude will show you a new
direction to life, but you will have to be
focused to meet success. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

‘I MAY HAVE A HANDFUL 
OF FILMS LEFT IN ME’

Mumbai:
It’s no secret

that actor Sonu
Sood not only en-

tertains moviegoers
with his captivating on-

screen performances, he
does a lot of  social work off-

screen too. Recently, he aided
a youngman for his father’s

surgery. 
A man named Pallav Singh, a resident of  Uttar Pradesh’s

Deoria district, took to X (formerly Twitter) and wrote
about his father’s surgery.

He said: “My father will die, soon or very soon. Yes, I
know what I am saying. I am writing this while stand-
ing in a queue at AIIMS Delhi. Please read.”

Upon learning about Pallav’s predicament, Sonu
promptly took action, arranging for the financial as-
sistance required for the crucial surgery by imme-

diately sharing a post on his social media ac-
count: “We won’t let your father die brother.
Message me ur number directly on my per-
sonal twitter id inbox... kindly don’t share on
a tweet.” On the work front, Sonu has wrapped
up his maiden production Fateh, a collabora-

tion between Zee Studios and his production
Shakti Sagar Productions.

The film will be released in 2024, fea-
tures great acting, mesmerising chem-
istry, thrilling Hollywood-styled stunts,
unique locations, and an exciting
plot co-starring Jacqueline
Fernandez.

IANS

There’re no rules 
in fashion: KHUSI

‘Won’t
let your 

father die 
brother’

AKADEMI’S 5-DAY DRAMA FEST ON ODIA LEGENDS KICKS OFF
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CURTAINS DOWN ON KONARK FEST

Artistes perform Odissi during the
concluding day of 34th Konark

Festival-2023 in Puri district, Tuesdaydowntown

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 5: Odisha
witnessed 542 cases of  cyber-
crime against women in 2022,
which is the highest in India,
according to the latest report
released by the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB).

Of  the 542 cases, 269 were
recorded for publishing or trans-
mitting sexually-explicit mate-
rial and the remaining 273 were
registered under other cyber-
crimes, including blackmailing,
defamation, morphing and fake
profiles, the report said.

Odisha also reported the sec-
ond-highest cases of  publishing
or transmitting sexually-explicit
material in the country, while
Uttar Pradesh topped the list
with 450 cyber pornography
crimes against 455 women.

Similarly, Odisha reported the
highest victims of  cyber mor-
phing in the country, followed by
Uttarakhand and Tamil Nadu.

The eastern state reported the

maximum number of  trafficked
people in the country in 2022.

As many as 1,120 people, in-
cluding 502 women, were traf-

ficked in Odisha last year, fol-
lowed by Maharashtra (805 vic-
tims).

At least 353 of  the trafficked vic-
tims in Odisha were below 18
years and of  them 140 were girls.
The state rescued 1,816 victims,
who were trafficked before and
during 2022, the report said.

Crimes against senior citi-
zens and children have increased
in the state last year.

Altogether 8,240 cases of  crime
against children were reported
in Odisha in 2022, up from 7,899
in 2021 and 6,330 in 2020.

Similarly, offences against sen-
ior citizens saw an alarming in-
crease to 551 cases in 2022, more
than double from 210 in 2021.

However, the state witnessed
a decline in cases of  crime
against women in 2022.

As many as 23,648 cases of
crime against women were re-
ported in the state last year,
down from 31,352 in 2021.

With eight murders stemming
from political rivalry in 2022,
Odisha was ranked second behind
Jharkhand (17) in the country.

Odisha reported 224 cases of
riots over political rivalry, which
was also the second highest after
Kerala's 301 in 2022.

Moreover, the eastern state
registered 85 cases relating to
disproportionate assets against
corrupt public servants in 2022,
which is also the highest in the
country.

Karnataka and Bihar ranked
second and third by registering
56 and 48 such cases during the
year, the report added. 

Cybercrimes against 
women highest in state

6,140 died by suicide

Odisha has witnessed 8.65 per
cent rise in incidents of

suicides last year, as per the
latest data shared by NCRB.
According to NCRB statistics,
6,140 persons in Odisha ended
their lives in 2022 against 5,651 in
2021, an 8.65 per cent rise. As
many as 1,70,924 persons died by
suicide across the country last
year against 1,64,033 in 2021,
registering a 4.2 per cent rise.
Maharashtra topped the list with
22,746 suicides. ‘Family
problems’ and ‘illness’ were the
major causes of suicides which
accounted for 31.7 per cent and
18.4 per cent of such incidents
respectively during 2022. Odisha
saw 3,031 dying by suicide over
family problems.  

ODISHA REPORTED 224 CASES OF RIOTS OVER POLITICAL RIVALRY, 
WHICH WAS ALSO THE SECOND HIGHEST AFTER KERALA'S 301 IN 2022

v Odisha reported the highest 
victims of cyber morphing in the 
country, followed by Uttarakhand 
and Tamil Nadu

v The eastern state also reported the
maximum number of trafficked
people in the country in 2022

v With eight murders stemming from
political rivalry in 2022, Odisha was
ranked second behind Jharkhand
(17) in the country

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

NATURE’S BOUNTY: Forest, Environment and Climate Change Minister Pradip Kumar Amat during the inaugural session of 16th State-level Kalinga Herbal Fair
2023 at Idco Exhibition Ground in Unit III area of Bhubaneswar, Tuesday. Among others, Additional Chief Secretary Satyabrata Sahu is also seen OP PHOTO

Workshop highlights declining child sex ratio in state

`65cr for Tusura airstrip makeover
ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Dec 5: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
Tuesday approved a proposal
for modernisation of  Tusura
airstrip in Bolangir and sanc-
tioned Rs 65 crore for the
project.

It may be mentioned here
that 5T and Naveen Odisha
Chairman VK Pandian had
visited Bolangir August 5 and
6 and received many pro-
posals including development
of  Tusura airstrip. He had
directed  the  Bolangir
Collector for preparation of
a detailed project report.

The airstrip in Tusura
which is about 30 km away
from Bolangir was inaugu-
rated October 2, 1967 by the
then Chief  Minister Maharaja
Rajendra Narayan Singhdeo.
Built on a sprawling 50-acre
land, the airstrip has a 1,200-
metre long runway.

In 2016, former parlia-
mentarian Kalikesh Narayan
Singhdeo urged the Centre

to include Tusura airstrip in
Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik
(UDAAN) scheme. In 2021,
the Centre had included 19 un-
served and underserved
airstrips and airports of
Odisha including Tusura
airstrip under UDAN scheme. 

Accordingly, Air Odisha had
also conducted surveys of
Tusura and Utkela airstrips.
The inspection team had opined
that the development of  in-
frastructure can boost the
chances of  commercial air
connectivity in the region.

INDEX                         VARIATION
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MARKET WATCH

ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York, Dec 5: Remember what
you searched for in 2023? Well,
Wikipedia has the receipts.

English Wikipedia raked in more
than 84 billion views this year, ac-
cording to numbers released
Tu esday  by  the  Wikimedi a
Foundation, the non-profit behind
the free, publicly edited online en-
cyclopedia. And the most popular
article was about ChatGPT (yes, the
AI chatbot that's seemingly every-
where today).

Since its launch just over a year
ago, OpenAI's ChatGPT has sky-
rocketed into the public's con-
sciousness as the technology
makes its way into schools, health-
care, law and even religious ser-
mons. The chatbot has also con-
tributed to growing debates about
the promise and potential dan-
gers of  generative AI, much of
which is documented on its

Wikipedia page.
The second most-read article on

Wikipedia in 2023 was the annual
list of  deaths, which sees high traf-

fic year after year — taking the
#4 and #1 spots in 2022 and 2021,
respectively. Individual entries for
notable figures who passed away

also garnered significant interest
this year, including pages for
Matthew Perry and Lisa Marie
Presley.

Meanwhile, the highly antici-
pated 2023 Cricket World Cup took
third place — alongside three other
cricke t -re l ate d  entries  in
Wikipedia's top 25 articles this
year, including the Indian Premier
League at #4, marking the first
time a cricket article has made
the list since the Wikimedia
Foundation started tracking in
2015.

“Barbenheimer,” Taylor Swift
and more also appeared to sway our
2023 internet-reading habits. Here
are this year's top 25 articles on
English Wikipedia.

According to the Wikimedia
Foundation, this top 25 list was
created using English Wikipedia
data as of  November 28. Numbers
for the full year are set to be updated
by the nonprofit January 3, 2024.

2023’s most-viewed articles on Wikipedia
CHATGPT MOST POPULAR; WC CRICKET, IPL AND PATHAAN AMONG THIS YEAR’S TOP 25 ARTICLES ON INTERNET’S ENCYCLOPEDIA

n ChatGPT: 49,490,406 
n Deaths in 2023: 42,666,860
n 2023 Cricket World Cup:

38,171,653 
n Indian Premier League:

32,012,810 
n Oppenheimer (film): 28,348,248 
n Cricket World Cup: 25,961,417
n J. Robert Oppenheimer:

25,672,469 
n Jawan (film): 21,791,126
n 2023 Indian Premier League:

20,694,974
n Pathaan (film): 19,932,509
n The Last of Us (TV series):

19,791,789
n Taylor Swift, 19,418,385

n Barbie (film): 18,051,077
n Cristiano Ronaldo: 17,492,537
n Lionel Messi: 16,623,630
n Premier League: 16,604,669
n Matthew Perry: 16,454,666
n United States: 16,240,461
n Elon Musk: 14,370,395
n Avatar: The Way of Water:

14,303,116
n India: 13,850,178
n Lisa Marie Presley: 13,764,007 
n Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3:

13,392,917 
n Russian invasion of Ukraine:

12,798,866
n Andrew Tate: 12,728,616

TOP 25 ARTICLE PAGEVIEWS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 5: Child sex
ratio in Odisha has been declining
since 1961. This was revealed dur-
ing a State Level Consultative
Workshop on Addressing Low Sex
Ratio at Birth organised by Health
and Family Welfare (H&FW) de-
partment in collaboration with
United Nations Population Fund

(UNFPA) here, Tuesday.
The workshop was conducted in

view of  decline in sex ratio at birth
(SRB) in the state to find out strate-
gies to improve SRB. Some of  the
reasons commonly put forward to
explain the low levels of  SRB are
preference for sons, sex selective
abortions and female foeticide.

During the workshop, officials
said the child sex ratio of  Odisha

has been showing a declining trend
since 1961. In 1961 census, Odisha’s
ratio was 1,035 which declined to
1,020 in 1971, 995 in 1981, 967 in 1991,
953 in 2001 and 941 in 2011.The
National Family Health Survey-5
(2019-2021) had estimated Odisha’s
child sex ratio at 894, a sharp decline
from 932 in NFHS-4 (2015-2016). 

The statistical report estimated
a fall of  23 points by Odisha in five

years from 948 in 2014-16 to 925 in
2018-20. 

The workshop was inaugurated
by Mission Director, NHM Odisha
in presence of  Bijaya Kumar
Panigrahi, Director, Family Welfare,
Md Nadeedm Noor, Head of  Office,
UNFPA, Odisha, Director, I &PR
department, Director, Social Welfare,
W&CD department, Director, Health
Services.

Man held for attack
Bhubaneswar: The Commissionerate Police
Tuesday arrested a man on charges of
attacking a person over non-payment of
money. The accused was identified as
Chitrasen Pradhan who runs a car remodelling
shop in Khandagiri area here. According to
Khandagiri police, Sunil Paikray got his car
remodelled at Pradhan’s shop. When Pradhan
overcharged Paikray, the latter refused to pay.
“Irked over the refusal, Pradhan attacked
Paikray and also threatened to kill him,” an
official said, quoting Paikray’s complaint. On
the basis of a complaint lodged by Paikray,
Pradhan was booked under Section 294, 324,
326, 307 and 506 of the IPC and arrested.

The airstrip in Tusura
which is about 30 km
away from Bolangir

was inaugurated
October 2, 1967 by the

then Chief Minister
Maharaja Rajendra
Narayan Singhdeo
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POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Dec 5: Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) MP Chandra Sekhar
Sahu Tuesday requested the
Union government to set up a
Technical Teachers Training
Institute (TTTI) on the pattern
of  the National Institute of
Technical Teachers’ Training
and Research (NITTTR) with
practical training facilities to
enable the state of  Odisha to
create a pool of  trained teachers
for the polytechnics.

The BJD MP from Berhampur
raised the issue of  lack of  trained
teachers in polytechnics in the
state during zero hour in Lok
Sabha. He said that there are 34
government and 124 private poly-
technics including 22 new poly-
technics in the state.

He also thanked the Union
government for providing fi-
nancial assistance for the im-
plementation of  the schemes re-
lating to upgradation of  11
existing polytechnics and con-
struction of  women’s hostels for
13 polytechnics.

“However, there has been a
critical issue before the state
and that is the shortage of  trained

faculty required for these poly-
technics in Odisha. There is a
government polytechnic in
Bhubaneswar which has an ex-
tension centre, that is, the
National Institute of  Technical
Teachers’ Training and Research
(NITTTR), Kolkata under the
Ministry of  HRD providing only
short-term training without any
practical skill training facility.
The state does not have any
Board of  Practical Training due
to which technicians and grad-
uate apprenticeship programmes
are hampered,” Sahu said.

He requested the Union
Minister of  Education to con-
sider setting up of  a Technical
Teachers Training Institute on the
pattern of  the NITTTR with prac-

tical training facilities to enable
Odisha to create a pool of  trained
teachers for the polytechnics to
maintain quality of  teaching in
government and private poly-
technics in the state. 

BJD bats for teachers’ 
training institute in state

Biju Janata Dal MP Chandra Sekhar Sahu urges Union government to 
set up a Technical Teachers’ Training Institute on the pattern of NITTTR

Extend Vande Bharat
to Hyderabad: Khan 
New Delhi: Biju Janata Dal (BJD) MP
Mujibulla Khan Tuesday urged the
Union government to start Vande
Bharat express train between
Bhubaneswar and Hyderabad stating
that the introduction will give a
much-needed push to intra-state
economic activities. While speaking
during zero hour in Rajya Sabha,
Khan highlighted the dearth of trains
between two locations. He stressed
upon the need for greater rail net-
works in Odisha to meet the growing
demand. “The state has witnessed
the inauguration of Vande Bharat
train between Puri, in Odisha and
Howrah, in West Bengal along with a
recent addition of a train between
Puri and Rourkela. Considering the
state’s massive export potential and
trading networks, it is imperative for
further Vande Bharat Express trains
to be introduced in Odisha,” he said. 

FOR A BETTER FUTURE: Indian conservationist Padma Shri Sabarmatee watering a plant in presence of dignitaries OUAT VC Pravat Kumar Roul, Agriculture &
Farmers Empowerment Principal Secretary Arabinda Kumar Padhee and Science & Technology Principal Secretary Chithra Arumugam during the World Soil
Day celebration at Krushi Bhavan in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday OP PHOTO

AFFIDAVIT
I, Dr. Dibyalochan Naik,
R/o- Rangadhipa, PS-
Town, Dist. Sundargarh,
Electric consumer No-
812001110683, Mob-
8895534111. When I was
going to electric office for
official work I have
missing the original
money receipt towards
security deposit of
WESCO (TPWODL),
Sundargarh vide MR No.
SDA0192012, Dated
05.02.2018. I searched the
same but could not traced
it out. 

I, Sri Sushil Ch. Sarkar,
FN Late Kartik Sarkar, At-
Jhatinuagaon Colony, PO-
Bhusandpur, Dist-
Khordha, my registered
sale deed No.1849,
dt.14.09.1987 has lost
anywhere. Its Khata
No.131/291, Plot No. is
271/607, if  any person get
my R.S.D. please contact
me in this No.9777963740.

CLASSIFIED
LOST

AFFIDAVIT
I, Laxmikant Mohapatra,
aged about 50 yrs late
Gokulananda Beura,
At/PO/PS-Begunia,
District Khordha, Odisha,
Pin-752062, Aadhaar
No.xxxx xxxx 1651 declare
by this Affidavit No.3038,
dated on 30.11.23 that now
onwards I shall be known
as Laxmikanta Mahapatra
for all purposes.

I, Smt. Basanti Kumari
Panda, W/o- Ex-NK
Kalindi Chandra Panda,
presently residing at
Gundicha Vihar, PO-Puri-
2, PS-Talabania, Dist-Puri
(Odisha) have changed my
name from Smt. Basanti
Kumari Panda to Smt.
Basanti Panda and Date of
Birth from 15 July 1952 to
01 June 1952 vide Affidavit
No.-62AA895505/  self
declaration Dt.20.11.2023,
Puri.

AFFIDAVIT

O D I S H A I N
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 5: Odisha
Government is taking steps to in-
clude millets in the biotechnol-
ogy policy keeping in view the
productive role it plays in the
current developed economy, State
Science and Technology Minister
Ashok Chandra Panda said.

Speaking in the plenary session
on Global Bio India-2023 at New
Delhi, Panda said bio, water and
marine resources in Odisha add
substantial potential for growth
of  biotechnology. The 3-day con-
clave was organised in joint col-
laboration with Department of
Biotechnology, Ministry of
Science and Technolo g y,
Gover nment of  India and
Biotechnology Industry Research
Assistance Council (BRIC).

He said that better interven-
tions, supportive industrial pol-

icy, special bio-park and startup
ecosystem in Odisha encourage
education, research and inno-
vation, entrepreneurship, prod-
uct development and manufac-
turing to enable the state in
becoming one of  the top biotech
innovation and investment des-
tinations in the country.

Principal Secretary, Science
& Technology Department
Chithra Arumugam said the
state government promotes
biotech startups through tech-
nology incubators.

She said Bharat Biotech will
manufacture vaccines in coming
days from the special biotech

park built by the state govern-
ment  at  Andhar ua,  near
Bhubaneswar.

The state bio- technology pol-
icy, Chithra Arumugam said,
will be revised in order to bring
major developments in this field.

10 startups including Institute
of  Life Sciences (ILS) and
Bhubaneswar City Knowledge
Innovation Cluster (BCKIC) par-
ticipated in the exhibition or-
g anised by the  Science  &
Technology Department.

Kiran Mazumdar- Shaw,
Executive Chairperson and
founder of  Biocon visited the ex-
hibition and appreciated the start-
ups from Odisha.  The delegation
from Odisha included Puja Mishra,
Joint Secretary,  Sashikant Dash,
Deputy Director (Bio Technology),
Senior Scientist LN Padhi,
Mrutyunjay Suar, Chairman,
BCKIC among others.

GLOBAL BIO INDIA CONCLAVE

‘Odisha to include millets in biotech policy’

Carbon emissions in India
are projected to increase
in India by 8.2 per cent in

2023 and by 4 per cent in China,
according to an international
research.

Global emissions from coal,
oil and gas are all projected to in-
crease by 1.1, 1.5 and 0.5 per cent,
respectively, even as they are
predicted to decline in the EU and
the USA by 7.4 and 3 per cent, re-
spectively, the research team
that included the University of
Exeter, UK, and 90 other insti-
tutions globally said in its re-
port.

The Global Carbon Budget re-
port, produced by more than 120
scientists, provides an annual,

peer-reviewed update, building
on established methodologies,
the researchers said.

The report projects total global
carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions,
arising out of  both fossil fuels and

land-use change, to be 40.9 billion
tonnes in 2023. Of  these, 36.8 bil-
lion tonnes would be from fossil
fuels, up 1.1 per cent from 2022.

Atmospheric CO2 levels are
projected to average 419.3 parts

per million in 2023, more than 50
per cent above pre-industrial
levels, the researchers said in
their report to be published in the
journal Earth System Science
Data.

Further, current levels of  tech-
nology-based Carbon Dioxide
Removal, which exclude nature-
based means such as reforesta-
tion, amount to about 0.01 mil-
lion tonnes CO2, more than a
million times smaller than cur-
rent fossil CO2 emissions, they
said.

About half  of  all CO2 emitted
continues to be absorbed by land
and ocean “sinks,” with the rest
remaining in the atmosphere
where it causes climate change,

the researchers said.
On the possibility of  meeting

the temperature targets of  the
Paris Agreement, the research
team estimated a 50 per cent
chance global warming will ex-
ceed 1.5 degrees Celsius consis-
tently in about seven years, if
current emissions persisted.

“It now looks inevitable we
will overshoot the 1.5 degrees
Celsius target of  the Paris
Agreement, and leaders meet-
ing at COP28 will have to agree
(on) rapid cuts in fossil fuel emis-
sions even to keep the 2 degrees
Celsius target alive,” said Pierre
F riedlingstein  from the
University of  Exeter, who led
the study. PTI

Carbon emissions in India to increase by 8.2% in 2023
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 5: Owing to
the increase in number of  health
facilities and patient load in gov-
ernment hospitals, the state gov-
ernment has decided to re-
structure the pay of  Odisha
Nursing Service Cadre.

In a notification, the Health
and Family Welfare (H&FW) de-
partment said, “Out of  sanc-
tioned strength of  28,285 in the
post of  nursing officers in the
scale of  pay of  Rs 29,200-92,3001-
(Level-8 under ORSP Rules, 2017),
11,943 posts shall stand abol-
ished in lieu of  creation of  11,934
posts at different levels in the
cadre hierarchy leaving 16,342
posts at base level and the em-
ployees holding the posts are el-
igible to be upgraded to Pay
Level-9 automatically on com-
pletion of  three years of  service
from the date of  their initial
joining.”

There shall be creation of  7,997
posts of  senior nursing officer
(SNO) at Pay Level-10, which is
the first promotional hierarchy.

The existing 381 posts of  as-
sistant nursing superintendent
(ANS) shall be upgraded to the Pay
Level-11. In addition to this, 3,255
posts of  ANS at the same pay
level shall be created arriving at
total 3,636 posts, which is the sec-
ond promotional hierarchy.

The existing 18 posts of  deputy
nursing superintendent (DNS)

at Pay Level-11 shall be upgraded
to the Pay Level-12. In addition to
this, 588 posts of  DNS at the same
pay level shall be created arriv-
ing at total 606 posts, which is
the third promotional hierarchy.

The existing seven posts of
nursing superintendents at Pay
Level-12 shall be upgraded to
Pay Level-13. In addition to this,
94 posts of  nursing superinten-
dent at the same pay level shall
be created arriving at total 101
posts, which is the fourth pro-
motional hierarchy.

The existing one post of  Deputy
Director, Nursing (Clinical) at
Pay Level-13 shall be re-desig-
nated as Deputy Director, Nursing,
which is the fifth promotional
hierarchy. The existing one post
of  Joint Director, Nursing
(Clinical) at the Pay Level-14 shall
be re-designated as Joint Director,
Nursing, which is the sixth pro-
motional hierarchy.

The existing one post of
Assistant Director, Nursing
(Clinical) at Pay Level-10 shall
stand abolished. The total cadre
strength of  the nursing officers
will be 28,684 after restructuring.
The nursing officers and senior
nursing officers perform the
same job.

Govt restructures pay of
Nursing Service Cadre

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Dec 5: Amidst
observance of  Zero Fatality Week
in state, a motorcycle rally was
jointly organised by Directorate
of  Medical Education and
Training (DMET) and Ziqitza
Health Care Ltd (ZHL) here
Tuesday, with an aim to spread
awareness about road safety and
promote responsible biking
habits. 

Additional director of  DMET,
Odisha UK Satpathy flagged off
the rally that emphasised the
importance of  collective efforts
in ensuring road safety. The
event witnessed enthusiastic
participation from bikers, com-
munity leaders and road safety
advocates.

Participants embarked on a
journey that took them through
iconic locations, including DMET

Office-Na’tala, AG Square, Power
House Chhak, Rupali Chhak,
Ram Mandir and Nalco Chhak.
The strategic selection of  these
points underscored the need for
heightened awareness and ad-
herence to safety regulations in
high-traffic zones.

In a concerted effort to pri-
oritise road safety and reduce pre-
ventable accidents, Odisha Zero
Fatality Week is being observed
with much enthusiasm. 

On this occasion, Satpathy
said, “Every year 40-45 per
cent of  road accident victims

succumb to injuries. The most
affected are the youths. The
main objective of  this bike
rally is to create awareness
about road safety and safe
driving practice. People should
understand their responsi-
bility while they are on the
road. This rally will encour-
age others to follow road safety
protocols seriously.” 

The initiative encourages in-
dividuals, communities and or-
ganisations to prioritise road
safety and highlight the impor-
tance of  safe driving practices.

Zero Fatality Week: Bike rally held in City
ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Dec 5: The ICAR-
CIFA institute observed ‘Women
in Agriculture Day’ at KVK-
Khurda, Monday. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Harapriya Nayak,  Senior
Scientist and Head, KVK high-
lighted the role of  women in
agricultural development and
eradication of  malnutrition from
the society. 

Sukanti  Behera,  Chief
Technical Officer, KVK explained
about the significance of  women
in agriculture day celebration
and appraised the role of  KVK
in transferring women-friendly
agricultural technologies in the
district. 

OUAT College of  Community
Science Dean Trupti Mohanty in-
formed the audience about the
various government schemes
and opportunities available for
the benefit of  the farmwomen in
the state.

She also advised the farm-
women to go for millet cultiva-
tion in large scale and millet
based value added products for
livelihood as well as nutritional
security.  Joining the programme
as chief  guest ICAR-CIFA
Director PK Sahoo encouraged
the farmwomen to practice or-
ganic nutri-garden in their back-
yards and advised them to avoid
the use of  chemical fertilizers
and pesticides

‘Women in Agriculture
Day’ observed in Khurda
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Jajpur, Dec 5: Contamination and
pollution of  soil is assuming alarm-
ing proportions in the districts of
Jajpur, Bolangir, Kalahandi and
Koraput. This aspect, which has
come to light on ‘World Soil Day’ has
sent alarm bells ringing. This is
because without proper soil con-
servation all forms of  life will cease
to exist and there will be serious eco-
logical imbalance.  

Many parts of  Jajpur, Bolangir,
Kalahandi and Koraput districts
have been seriously affected by the
presence of  large quantities of  alu-
minum, chromium and cadmium in
the soil, as per a report prepared by
the Department of  Soil Science and
Agricultural Chemistry belonging
to  the  Odisha University  of

Agriculture and Technology (OUAT),
in Bhubaneswar. The report states
that unless steps are taken to pre-
vent soil contamination, there will
be serious consequences.

The report states that there is
high concentration of  chromite in
five agricultural areas that lie close
to the mines at Sukinda in Jajpur
district. There is approximately
5,758 to 12,687 millig rams of
chromite present per kilogram of
soil. This can seriously affect agri-
culture production in the days to
come, the report states. 

Moreover, soil on 500 hectares of
farmland has also been contami-
nated due to high concentration of
nickel in the same areas. As per the
report 0.7 to 0.98% of  nickel is
found in every kilogram of  soil.
This is quite dangerous and in the

long term can effect agriculture
production which in turn may
cause famines, the report states. 

On the other hand, over 3,567
million tonne of  iron ores lie de-
posited under 24,149 hectares of
land in Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj,
Sundargarh and Jajpur districts.
This iron ore deposit is also causing
soil contamination. Notably, Jajpur,
Dhenkanal and Keonjhar districts
have deposits of  183 million tonne of
chromium under 9,197 hectares of
land. As a result, cultivation is affected
due to such high concentration of
chromium on farmlands. The pres-
ence of  50 million tonne of   man-
ganese ore under 10,605 hectares of
land in Bolangir, Keonjhar, Koraput,
Mayurbhanj and Sundargarh dis-
tricts is also another reason for soil
contamination, the report points out. 

Sources said farmers have stopped
using organic manure and have be-
come heavily dependent on chem-
ical fertilizers for more output turn-
ing the soil acidic. This has led to
a decline in sulphur, potash and
oxygen content in the soil. Moreover,
discharge of  industrial wastes and
polluted water by various indus-
trial units in the districts men-
tioned above are the other reasons
behind soil contamination. Scientists
have harped on the importance of
framing laws to prevent soil con-
tamination as early as possible. 

Soil pollution, a worrying trend
MANY DISTRICTS, INCLUDING JAJPUR, KALAHANDI, KORAPUT AND 
BOLANGIR HIT HARD BY CONTAMINATION OF AGRICULTURAL SOIL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: The con-
struction work for India’s first-
ever coal gasification-based
fertilizer plant in Talcher is
running behind schedule
and is likely to be
completed by
September
next year, the
Parliament
was in-
formed
Tuesday. 

The delay
is due to the re-
strictions im-
posed during
the outbreak of  Covid-19,
Minister  o f  State  for
Chemicals and Fertilizers,
Bhagwanth Khuba said in a
written reply to the Rajya
Sabha. Accordingly, the board
of  Talcher Fertilizer Ltd

(TFL) has revised the
likely date of  com-
pletion of  the proj-
ect to September
2024, Khuba said.
He added that the
project has so far in-

curred an expendi-
ture of  `4,200 crore.
“The major reason for

the delay in construction
work of  Talcher Fertilizer
Ltd (TFL) project is the
spread of  Covid-19 and re-
lated contextual issues
(travel restrictions, etc),”
Khuba said in the Rajya
Sabha.

“TFL was awarded the
Lump Sum Turnkey (LSTK)
contract for coal gasifica-
tion and ammonia urea pack-
ages in September 2019 and
a few months later, Covid-
19 started spreading across
the globe, including India.
The entire country was put
under prolonged lockdown,
leading to delays in initial en-
gineering work for the proj-
ect. Due to the above re-
strictions, placement of
orders for the project items
were also delayed,” the min-
ister added.

According to Khuba, the
project has received all major
clearances, including the
o n e  re q u i re d  f ro m  t h e
Environment Ministry. The
Coal Ministry has also allo-
cated a long-term coal link-
age for the fertilizer plant, the
minister added.

TFL project running
behind schedule: Min  

“The
major reason

for the delay in
construction work of

TFL project is the spread
of Covid-19 and related

restrictions” 
BHAGWANTH KHUBA |

MINISTER

‘Little’ millet changes
Sarita’s life big time 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, Dec 5: In
this district, ‘Little’ millet
is known as ‘kutki’ or
‘Suaan’.  Among the vari-
eties of  millets, it is the
least-cultivated.  However,
a remarkable story of  agri-
cultural innovation is being
scripted by a woman in
this district with cultiva-
tion of  the ‘Little’ millet
variety. 

Sarita Sahu, a 24-year-
old woman from Talsara
village under Balishankara
block, has become a trail-
blazer by giving promi-
nence to the cultivation of
‘Suaan’, turning it into a
major source of  income
for her family. 

Hailing from a middle-
class background, Sarita
embodies resilience and
determination. Living in a
joint family with her hus-
band, Tarun Kumar Sahu,
and two sons, Ayush and

Piyush, she faced the chal-
lenge of  not owning any
agricultural land. However,
this did not deter Sarita’s
unwavering commitment
towards agriculture.

‘Little’ millet stands out
as a nutritious and versa-
tile cereal crop. Thriving in
both arid and wet regions,
this quick-growing grain
matures within 65 to 75
days. Scientifically called
‘Panicum Sumatrense’,
‘Little’ millet is very sim-
ilar to rice. It is used to
make diverse dishes like
upma, lemon rice, roti,
dosa and many more items.
It is also a key ingredient
in biscuits, cakes, and
kheer. In addition, ‘Little’
millet provides various
health benefits as it is rich
in protein, carbohydrates,
fats, calcium and iron. 

Sarita’s journey into mil-
let farming took a significant
turn when she had the op-
portunity to participate in

the ‘Nutrition Food Festival
and Skill Development
Training Programme’ or-
ganised by ‘Sewak’. It is a
partner NGO in Tangarpali
and Balishankara blocks,
under the ‘Millet Mission’
programme run by the
Department of  Agriculture
and Far mers
Empowerment in the state.

Sarita’s newfound knowl-
edge and passion for mil-
let farming ignited her de-
sire  to  adopt  ‘Suaan’
cultivation as her mission.
It did not matter that she
did not have her own land. 

Undeterred, Sarita ap-
proached fellow villagers
and took permission to cul-
tivate ‘Suaan’ on their un-
used land. Today, such has
been her success that she
cultivates the ‘Little’ vari-
ety of  millet on over 15 acres
of  land. It has become an at-
tractive commodity with a
market value ranging from
`80 to `100 per kilogram.
Today Sarita hopes of  earn-
ing a minimum of  `3 lakh
annually.

Sarita is now an inspi-
ration to others in her com-
munity and example for
others to emulate. She gen-
erously credits her suc-
cess to the ‘Odisha Millet
Mission’ and ‘Sewak’. Her
story exemplifies resilience
and determination and
also highlights the trans-
formative impact that in-
dividual initiatives can
have on others.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paralakhemundi, Dec 5: Gajapati
District Collector Smruti Ranjan
Pradhan announced Tuesday that all
the primary, upper primary and
high schools and anganwadi cen-
tres will remain closed December 6.
The decision has been taken antic-
ipating heavy rainfall due to the cy-
clonic storm ‘Michaung’. It should
be stated here that all schools in the

district remained closed Tuesday
on the occasion of  ‘Prathamashtami’.

The IMD has issued orange and yel-
low warnings for heavy to very
heavy rainfall in most of  the south-

ern Odisha districts. Met sources
said squally windspeed reaching 35-
45kmph gusting to 55kmph are likely
to prevail in and off  the Odisha
coast till the evening of  December
5 and subsequently it will decrease
December 6 onwards.

It also said there will be some
damage to the standing crops and veg-
etables due to temporary water-log-
ging in the low-lying areas in some
districts of  southern Odisha.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dharakote, Dec 5: A mason was bru-
tally hacked to death allegedly over past
enmity on the outskirts Mahuli village
near Manikpur under Badagad po-
lice limits in Ganjam district, late
Monday night. The deceased was iden-
tified as Manoj Behera, 26, of  Ankuli
area in Berhampur town.  Police have
detained three persons in this con-
nection and are questioning them.

Police informed that the deceased
was staying with six other masons
in a house taken on rent at Manikpur
Square. However, they often fought over
trivial issues. 

Police said that the murder may
have occurred when all the seven

went to attend a feast Monday. While
most of  the other tenants returned
home, Manoj stayed back. Locals spot-
ted the body of  Manoj lying under
the Harbhangi canal bridge near
Mahuli village and informed the po-
lice, Tuesday morning.

Aska SDPO Uma Shankar Singh,
Badagad IIC Sandhyarani Singh and
her Shergad counterpart Birendra

Biswal rushed to the spot and launched
an investigation. 

After reports of  Manoj’s death sur-
faced, it has been alleged that two of
his roommates tried to flee, but were
detained and nabbed in the nick of
time by the cops. After interrogating
the two, the police detained another
youth Tuesday evening.

A blood-stained sharp edged weapon,
stones and bricks were also seized
from the crime spot. Police registered
a case over a complaint filed by the de-
ceased’s elder brother Muna Behera.
Police believe that some more per-
sons are involved in the gruesome
murder of  Manoj. Police have formed
three teams to nab the others who
are allegedly involved in the murder.

Mason murdered, police detain 3

Ganjam schools to remain closed today 

WORLD SOIL DAY
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Chhatrapur, Dec 5: Farmers
in the southern districts of
Odisha are in soup, as light to
heavy rainfall continued in these
parts Tuesday in the wake of  the
severe cyclonic storm ‘Michaung’.
Farmers in many parts of  the
southern districts including
Malkangiri, Koraput, Rayagada,
Ganjam and Gajapati have been
busy cutting the paddy and other
crops and transporting thoses
to safe locations to protect it from
the rain. The IMD has said that
rains in these districts will con-
tinue till December 6.

According to a farmer in
Ganjam district, the majority
of  the paddy crops have suffered
damages this year due to low
rainfall and irrigation deficiency.
The remaining produce is at
risk of  being destroyed if  there
is heavy rainfall, he added.

Malkangiri ,  Koraput ,
Rayagada, Ganjam, and Gajapati
districts have experienced rain-
fall since Monday evening, as
reported by the weather agency.
Gajapati received 8.5mm of  rain-
fall,  followed by 8.3mm in
Koraput, 3.9mm in Ganjam,
2.5mm in Malkangiri and 1.5mm
in Rayagada between 5.30 pm
Monday and 8.30 am Tuesday,
according to the IMD.

IMD director  g eneral
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra had men-
tioned Monday that while there
will be no major impact on
Odisha due to the cyclone, heavy
rainfall is expected at some places
both Tuesday and Wednesday.

Farmers scurry
to protect paddy



THIS DAY IN HISTORY

power post P6

I t appears to be a season of  Indian spies getting nabbed or identified
for messing up with their espionage work in foreign countries.
Spies, often masquerading as diplomats the world over, gather in-

telligence while working in different countries presumably to serve the
interests of  their own country. They also are mandated to foil attempts
to destabilise or harm their countries. As such their work is recognised
as legitimate and normal diplomatic activities and the host nations are
usually aware of  who all are into it and from which embassies. But, when
protocols are breached or diplomats engaged in subversive activities
bordering on criminality are caught, problems begin.

The issue has attracted global attention and Indian diplomats are at
the centre of  alleged shady operations. It all started with the charge
levelled by Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau that an Indian spy
working in the diplomatic services in Canada had a hand in the killing
of  Khalistani activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar on Canadian soil. Before
the hue and cry and allegations and counter-allegations by both sides
subsided, a no less serious complaint was made by the US which ac-
cused an Indian spy working in the diplomatic services in America of
plotting to kill a Sikh, supposedly a separatist, with the help of  oper-
atives. Now, it is the turn of  the US itself  to have egg on its face after
a sensational revelation that one of  its spies had, for the past four
decades, been working as a double agent for Cuba.   

US prosecutors termed it one of  the most brazen and long-running
betrayals in the history of  the US foreign service after Manuel Rocha
was charged in Miami federal court that he had engaged in clandes-
tine activity on Cuba’s behalf  since at least 1981. As he sat handcuffed
and wept in the courtroom, prosecutors revealed he had been meeting
Cuban intelligence operatives and providing false information to US
government officials about his contacts.

The complaint is short on specifics of  how Rocha may have assisted
Cuba. But it provides a vivid case study of  what American officials say
are long-standing efforts by Cuba and its sophisticated intelligence serv-
ices to target US government officials. This action exposes one of  the
highest-reaching and longest-lasting infiltrations of  the United States
government by a foreign agent, Attorney General Merrick Garland said
in a statement. The 73-year-old Rocha was arrested by the FBI at his
Miami home late last week.

The American spy’s case appears rather straightforward compared
to the alleged activities of  Indian spies and their agents. It is a com-
monplace occurrence the world over that spies of  different countries
act as double agents. This is done for their private gains which come
when they betray the interests of  their own countries. What is not so
infrequent is spies killing or plotting to kill supposed enemies of  their
country on foreign soil where the latter have taken shelter as citizens
of  those countries. This is the reason why the 15-page indictment filed
by the US Department of  Justice against an Indian national, believed
to be directed by an Indian government official for attempting an as-
sassination plot against US-based Khalistani separatist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, is so disturbing.  The indictment is based on details of  com-
munications between the accused, an illicit drugs and arms dealer, Nikhil
Gupta, with a serving senior and identified Indian government intel-
ligence officer and two men in the US, who were allegedly engaged to
kill Pannun.

As the incident came to light soon after Canada had accused India
of  engineering the killing of  Nijjar, the credibility of  India’s foreign
services has come under a cloud. What is even worse is the different
responses of  the Indian government to Canada and the USA. The for-
eign ministry dismissed outright the involvement of  any of  its diplo-
mats in the killing of  Nijjar and took retaliatory action against the
Canadian diplomatic corps in India. But, when the US levelled simi-
lar charges, India pleaded ignorance and announced a probe. The
irony is both the USA and Canada belong to the “Five Eyes” group of
countries that share intelligence with one another and act in tandem
in such situations. Canadian allegations will directly impact India’s ties
with all these intelligence partner countries.

India’s credibility as a country that claims to take principled approach
on international issues is under a question mark for what appears to
be needless adventurism. The US needs India in dealing with China for
its own strategic reasons. That seems to have injected into New Delhi
a false sense of  pride and importance in the international arena. It ap-
pears to believe it can get away with whatever it does. Some of  the ut-
terances and conduct of  External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar have
of  late created such an impression. 

India needs to watch out and not misstep. S ome people are so lucky.
No, I’m not talking about
the ones who win the lot-

tery, although they’re extremely
lucky. I’m talking about the ones
who’ve been blessed with too
much of  a good thing.

For example, while many peo-
ple do not have enough teeth in
their mouths, some people have
too many teeth.

If  you don’t believe me, then
you haven’t heard about Kalpana
Balan. The Indian woman has 38
teeth -- six more than the typical
adult.

Balan, a 26-year-old mother
of  one, recently claimed a
Guinness World Record for the
most teeth in a person’s mouth
(female).

She has four extra mandibu-
lar (lower jaw) teeth and two
extra maxillary (upper jaw) teeth.

I’m thinking of  writing a let-
ter to her: “Dear Kalpana, I heard
that you have six extra teeth.
Would you mind donating a few
of  them to me?”

Dental implants are very pop-
ular these days, but I would like

to have a dental transplant. Why
get fake teeth when you can have
real teeth?

Of  course, I could never af-
ford Balan’s teeth. Her teeth
must be very valuable because
they’re part of  a Guinness World
Record. 

“I am so happy to get the
Guinness World Records title,”
Balan told the Guinness web-
site. “It’s my lifetime achieve-
ment.”

Lifetime achievement? She’s
only 26. I think her lifetime
achievement will be something
more significant, such as be-
coming the first woman to suc-
cessfully donate her extra teeth
to a desperate man.

Balan’s extra teeth are known
as supernumerary teeth. They
started growing during her
teenage years. She initially
wanted to remove them, but
changed her mind later, since
they weren’t causing any pain.
Having set a world record, she’s
quite happy about her decision.
And she may be even happier
in a few years, when she gets

even more teeth. 
Yes, according to Guinness,

there are two more teeth in
her jaw that haven’t come out
yet. These teeth are evidently
waiting until someone else
breaks the world record with
37 teeth, at which point they
will pop out of  her gums and
say, “Ha ha! Kalpana still has
the record!”

In case you’re wondering,
about one in every 25 people has
one or more supernumerary
teeth. While Balan has the record
for females, the male record is
held by a Canadian man named
Evano Mellone, who has 41 teeth.
He has nine extra teeth!

How lucky can some people
get? I wish I could get a tooth
transplant from these record
holders, but if  that’s not possi-
ble, I’d settle for getting a hair
transplant from Smita Srivastava
of  Uttar Pradesh.

The 46-year-old recently set a
Guinness World Record for
longest hair on a living person.
Her hair measures 236.22 cm. If
she were seven feet tall, nine

inches of  her hair would still
be touching the ground.

I’m envious of  anyone with
so much hair, partly because I’ve
been losing hair for the last
decade and have a prominent
bald spot. I haven’t tried any of
the popular hair-growing lotions,
but I’d be willing to get some
help from Srivastava.

She’s been growing her hair
since she was 14. Three decades
later, she gets a lot of  attention
when she’s out in public and her
hair is loose.

“People come to me, touch my
hair, take pictures, take selfies
with me, and they often enquire
about the products I use, as my
hair is beautiful,” she told the
Guinness website.

I met Srivastava, I’d ask her
only one question: “Would you
donate one strand of  hair to
me?”

Yes, all I’d need is one strand
of  236-cm hair. I’d curl it many
times over my bald spot. And
then I’d try to claim my own
Guinness World Record: longest
hair on a balding male.

VIEW FROM FRONTLINES
J

ust over five years have now
passed since the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY), launched in 2018,

came into being. During this
period, it has issued over 27
crore insurance cards and has
financed over 5.75 crore hospi-
tal admissions with an average
payout of  about `12,250 per ad-
mission, with almost 27,000 em-
panelled hospitals nationwide.
This is an impressive track
record and needs to be cele-
brated. However, any programme
or scheme, no matter how well-
designed and executed, has both
strengths and weaknesses. Five
years is an excellent time to re-
view some of  them so that the
scheme builds further on its
strengths and works towards
filling any gaps that may exist.

Of  the 27,000 hospitals that
are empanelled and about 20,000
that are active, 15,000 are in pub-
lic sector. While this has not yet
been formally evaluated, anec-
dotal evidence suggests that
these public sector hospitals
outperform those not part of
the scheme. One of  the chal-
lenges of  the public sector, not
just in India but globally, is its
non-responsiveness. Starting in
the 80s with the UK, govern-
ments worldwide, including
Thailand, Turkey, and, most re-
cently, Vietnam, have moved to
finance the public sector based
on outcomes. They have gradu-
ally moved away from automatic
financing based on annual ex-
penditure budgets. This change
has allowed them to improve
the performance of  the public
sector, and it is not surprising
that something similar is being
seen in India when PMJAY pays
the government hospitals based
on outcomes. Over time, the full
power of  this can be realised if
all financing to the public sector
moves in this direction, including
at the primary care level.

Given its funding limitations,
PMJAY has not yet moved to-
wards total health system fi-
nancing in any part of  the coun-
try, but its move towards paying
hospitals on a package basis and
not on a procedure-by-procedure
basis has shown beneficial im-
pacts. For example, increasing the
length of  stay after a successful
surgery in a hospital is often
due to poor infection control at

hospitals. A fixed package ap-
proach has persuaded hospitals
to pay particular attention to
this and control it so patients
can be discharged quickly. 

The low package rates offered
by PMJAY have come in for much
criticism. However, there is global
evidence which suggests that
merely because package rates
are low, it does not mean that
quality needs to be low. Hospitals
and entire health systems can re-
spond to controlled pricing by in-
novating, bringing down costs,
shedding unnecessary frills, and
keeping quality high. When
Japan moved to a fixed-price
regime, Switzerland enacted its
comprehensive health care leg-
islation, and Germany instituted
strict price controls, there was
a fear that their health systems
would be unable to cope. These
proved unfounded. As a negoti-
ating strategy, the approach
adopted by PMJAY has been op-
timal – start at the lowest point
and then revise prices upwards
selectively based on actual ex-
perience (not lobbying). 

While the scheme has many
empanelled hospitals, over 25%
are inactive, and the number
varies significantly across the
country - from over 500 active
hospitals per crore population in
Karnataka to only about 60 per
crore in Bihar. As a result, hos-
pitalisations under the scheme
have been mainly concentrated
in the southern states of  Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
and Kerala and range from al-
most 16,000 admissions per lakh
population in Kerala to only
about 600 in Bihar. The case of
Uttar Pradesh is particularly
noteworthy - at over 18,500 cards

per lakh population, it has is-
sued nearly as many cards as
Kerala’s 21,500. However, it has
only about 1200 hospitalisations
per lakh population compared to
Kerala’s 16,000.

These large differentials are
a reflection of  the lack of  avail-
ability of  hospitals in lower-in-
come states. This can also be
seen from the fact that in over
200 districts of  India, all based
in the north and the northeast,
total C-section rates are well
below 10% - these low rates are
now the principal reason why
pregnant women and their new-
borns are dying in these dis-
tricts. In order to address this,
there is a need to build and staff
more public sector hospitals in
these districts and, where ap-
propriate, devise incentives for
the private sector to set up fa-
cilities in these remote regions.
The UDAN (“Ude Desh Ka Aam
Nagrik”) scheme of  the Ministry
of  Civil Aviation, which has
done something similar with
private airlines, could provide
an excellent learning model. 

Putting aside concerns relat-
ing to low rates, while the move
towards package rates within
PMJAY has been a helpful de-
velopment, it still falls within the
ambit of  what is referred to as
a fee-for-service payment model.
The danger of  insurance
schemes funded in this way, as
the US discovered with its own
version of  PMJAY, Medicaid
and Medicare after it was too
late, is that it leads to massive
price inflation in the healthcare
sector. The only durable way to
address this is, with adequate
funding, to move towards total
health system financing based

on population nor ms,  as
Thailand has done with the pub-
lic sector and Israel has done
with the private sector. Research
suggests that in several states,
including Delhi, Goa, Kerala,
and Himachal Pradesh, current
government expenditures are
already adequate to finance all
necessary healthcare. If, in these
states, the independent State
Health Authorities could be
given charge of  the entire state
health budget, they would have
sufficient funding to implement
district-level total health sys-
tems financing strategies and
take responsibility for overall
district and state-level health
outcomes. 

The durability of  tax-financed
purchasing schemes for health
like PMJAY both at Central and
state levels speaks to the con-
tinued political and mass appeal
of  such an approach towards fi-
nancing healthcare. Over time,
stable structures like the National
and State Health Authorities,
which now run these schemes,
have evolved, albeit with vary-
ing levels of  capability. These
schemes have also successfully
built navigation capability, al-
lowing them to purchase services
from the private sector without
getting embroiled in one or the
other corruption scandals. This
durability, stability, and ability
to navigate is rare in the health-
care sector in India. It has set the
stage for the next big move – the
complete transfer of  state health
budgets to their State Health
Authorities, which will pay the
public sector and, where neces-
sary, the private sector, based
on defined outcomes and do away
entirely with automatic-budget-
based financing of  public sector. 

More than two decades of  ex-
perience with tax-financed in-
surance schemes in India has in-
dicated that the availability of
insurance schemes is a neces-
sary but insufficient condition
for a robust supply response
from the hospital sector. 

Dr Nachiket Mor is
Visiting Scientist at The

Banyan Academy of
Leadership in Mental

Health, Chennai. Dr
Shuchin Bajaj is founder of

Ujala Cygnus. 
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Hospitals and entire health systems can respond
to controlled pricing by innovating, bringing
down costs, shedding unnecessary frills, and

keeping quality high

Bungling Spies

KNITTING & DRIVING

Apoliceman spots a woman
driving and knitting at the same

time. Driving up beside her, he shouts

out the
window...

“Pull over!”
“No,” she shouts

back, “a pair of socks!”
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There is no greater courage
than that of recognising one’s
own mistakes.

THE MOTHER

ONE OF THE
CHALLENGES OF

THE PUBLIC 
SECTOR, NOT
JUST IN INDIA

BUT GLOBALLY,
IS ITS 
NON-

RESPONSIVENESS

Nachiket Mor &
Shuchin Bajaj

WISDOM CORNER
However difficult life may seem, there is always something you can
do and succeed at.

STEPHEN HAWKING

Selfishness must always be forgiven you know, because there is no
hope of a cure.

JANE AUSTEN

When you choose your friends, don't be short-changed by choosing
personality over character.

W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM

PMJAY

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

IN CASE YOU’RE
WONDERING,

ABOUT ONE IN
EVERY 25 PEOPLE

HAS ONE OR MORE
SUPERNUMERARY

TEETH

Melvin Durai

Remarkable advancements

Sir, India’s commendable double-digit year-on-year growth
in the bioeconomy over the last 9 to 10 years underscores
significant progress. Union Minister Jitendra Singh’s em-
phasis on India’s substantial strides in the bioeconomy sig-
nals a notable shift toward establishing the nation as a ro-
bust bio-manufacturing hub. The consistent growth and
international acknowledgment underscore a deliberate
emphasis on biotechnology, positioning India as a pivotal
force in shaping the trajectory of  bio-manufacturing. The
initiation of  the ‘Zero Waste Life on Campus’ initiative demon-
strates a proactive approach to sustainability. With the
Biotechnology Research and Innovation Council aligning
with PM Modi’s vision, India seems well-positioned to
capitalise on its abundant bioresources and take a leading
role in critical sectors such as healthcare, food, and energy.
This not only emphasises economic progress but also un-
derscores a steadfast commitment to innovation, marking
a compelling phase in India's biotechnological landscape.

Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD
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1865: Georgia became the 27th U.S. state to ratify the Thirteenth
Amendment, which abolished slaveryand involuntary servitude,
except as a punishment for crime.

1917: Finnish Declaration of  Independence. The declaration ended
109 years of  Finland being a Grand Duchy in the Russian Empire.
The Northern European country came under the control of  the
Russian Empire in 1809. After the October Revolution in Russia, which
created the Soviet Union, the Finnish Parliament declared inde-
pendence on this day.

1921: Irish Free State established. The British government and
Irish leaders Arthur Griffith, Michael Collins, and others signed the
Anglo-Irish Treaty, establishing the Irish Free State as an inde-
pendent member of  the British Commonwealth this day in 1921.

1933: In what was considered a landmark ruling, a US federal judge
held that James Joyce's Ulysses was not obscene, thus allowing for
greater freedoms in literary works.

1992: The Babri Masjid in Ayodhya was destroyed by Hindu fun-
damentalists, leading to Hindu-Muslim riots throughout India and
the other parts of  the sub-continent.

Some record holders make me envious
IN JEST THIS

Opposition in disarray

Sir, This refers to “Opposition in peril,” Orissa Post, Dec 5. The INDIA
alliance, a group of  28 political parties, has been formed to stop the
BJP’s juggernaut in 2024. After its formation, the alliance moved quickly
and held three back-to-back meetings. However, the momentum fizzled
out as Congress pressed the wait-and-watch button, hoping wins in three
states may solidify its top place and secure the leadership role in the al-
liance. With the Assembly poll result in three heartland states being a
huge drubbing for the Congress, some rumblings have begun among the
constituents of  the INDIA opposition bloc, with many leaders alleging
that the grand old party ignored others, but was unable to win elections
on its own. As the results pushed the Congress further back, leaving it
in power in only three states on its own, some opposition parties are ques-
tioning whether the grand old party is the weakest link within the alliance.
The Congress may not win the parliamentary seats even in three states
where it is in power as in the past, where voters have thrown different
results for assembly and general elections. The ambitious regional
satraps like Mamata Banerjee, Aravind Kejriwal and Nitish Kumar may
upset the applecart of  the Congress, leaving the Opposition in disarray.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE



INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Patna, Dec 5: ‘Forced marriage’
or ‘Pakadwa Vivah’ is again in the
news these days in Bihar after one
such case was reported from
Vaishali district in the state.

However, the practice of  this
kind of  marriage in Bihar is
quite old. After ‘Pakadwa Vivah’,
many couples are living a con-
tented married life while several
marriages have broken down.
In, 'Pakadwa Vivah’, neither the
consent of  the boy nor the girl is
taken for marriage. Boys are
taken hostage by kidnapping or
coaxing and then married to a girl
as per customs and traditions.
In this, the wishes of  the boy and
girl, who become bride and groom,
have no importance.

Recently, a case of  a newly ap-
pointed teacher of  a government

school being forced to marry has
come to light in the Patepur po-
lice station area of  Vaishali dis-
trict of  Bihar. Before this incident,
the Patna High Court had given
a decision against forced mar-
riage in November.

It is said that in the 1970s and
80s, this type of  marriage was
conducted very frequently. There
were many districts of  Bihar
where this marriage was preva-
lent .  Such areas  include
Begusarai, Lakhisarai, Munger,
Jehanabad, Nawada.

If  we look at the statistics, in
previous years, 2,000-3,000 such
cases were registered in the po-
lice records in a year. However,
these also include many cases of
love affairs.

According to senior citizens, the
main reason for this was that
people were unable to marry their

daughters to employed men due
to their inability to pay dowry.
However, they wanted to marry
their daughters in a good fam-
ily, and hence this type of  mar-
riage was started by them.

Earlier, ‘Pakadwa marriages’
were organised as a social initia-
tive, but after criminal gangs got
involved, people started getting
their daughters married to boys
after kidnapping them with the
help of  criminals. It is said that
around 1990, this trend completely
came into the clutches of  criminals.

Annu Kumari, a resident of
Gopalganj and a sociology re-

searcher at BHU, told IANS that
the biggest reason for forced mar-
riage is the demand for dowry
and illiteracy among girls. In
such a situation, the parents are
inclined towards such marriages
despite their reluctance. She said
that only a few cases come to
light these days because nowadays
girls are also educated and are tak-
ing their own decisions in life.

Kumari Shalini, professor of
psychology at ITI Bihta, believes
that this type of  marriage is a re-
sult of  feudal ideology. This trend
is seen in Bihar. She says that it
would also be considered a per-
version where people think that
by marrying off  the girl they are
relieved of  their burden. However,
she also said that now these prac-
tices are decreasing.

Police officials also consider
it a crime. A police officer says that

whenever such cases come to
light, action is taken. They be-
lieve that some cases come up
during the wedding season.
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Lucknow, Dec 5: The Bahujan
Samaj Party has miserably failed
to arrest its downslide in politics.

The BSP failed to open its ac-
count in Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh and Telangana and
ba g g ed just  two seats  in
Rajasthan, negating party
President chief  Mayawati’s claim
of  emerging as a ‘kingmaker.’
The BSP’s poor performance in
the state Assembly elections will
have a direct impact on its for-
tunes in Uttar Pradesh where
its graph has been rapidly slid-
ing down since 2012.

Moreover, the BSP now stands
completely isolated and its stocks
have further gone down after
the results in four states. For
Mayawati to join hands with the
Congress could prove to be an up-
hill task since the Samajwadi
Party will not accept the same
and this could disturb the frag-
ile alliance within the INDIA
bloc.

As a senior party functionary
put it, “The game is over for us
- at least for the time being. We
have burnt too many bridges
and lost our bargaining power.
We are being seen as a stooge of
the BJP. If  we want to resurrect
the BSP, the leadership will have
to take a reality check, connect
with grassroots workers, instill
confidence in them and return
to the ideology on which the
BSP stands. All this seems a
Herculean task and cannot be ac-
complished before the Lok Sabha
polls.

The BSP has fared worse than
it had done in 2018 in four states
where polls were held. The party
polled 2.09 per cent of  the votes
in Chhattisgarh, 1.82 per cent
in Rajasthan, 3.32 per cent in
Madhya Pradesh and 1.38 per
cent in Telangana.

Sadulpur  and Bari  in
Rajasthan were the only seats
that the BSP won this time. The
BSP had polled 4.03 per cent
votes and bagged six Assembly

seats in Rajasthan in 2018. The
party had secured 5.01 per cent
votes and won two seats in
Madhya Pradesh five years ago.
In Chhattisgarh, it had polled
3.87 per cent votes and bagged two
seats in 2018.

In Telangana, the BSP had
fielded candidates  on 106
Assembly seats but failed to open
its account in 2018 whereas in the
2014 Assembly election, it had
bagged two seats even as the
BRS (then TRS) wave swept the

state.
The BSP,  which had an-

nounced to go solo this year,
later formed an alliance with
Gondwana Gantantra Party
(GGP) in Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh after declaration
of  the poll schedule by the
Election Commission.

Mayawati had steadfastly
maintained equidistance from
the two national political blocs
and insisted that it would neither
join the Congress-led Indian

National  Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) or
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-
led National Democratic Alliance
(NDA).

“The BSP will emerge as the
third  front  in  Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh
and Telangana,” the party’s na-
t ional  coordinator  and
Mayawati’s nephew Akash
Anand, who led the campaign,
had stated.

Mayawati had planned the
Assembly election campaign in
the four states as the launch pad
for Akash in national politics
as well as to send a message to
the party cadre that he will be her
political successor.

Ahead of  the  e lect ion,
Mayawati had pompously an-
nounced that her party would
take a call on joining the gov-
ernment after the Assembly elec-
tions in Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh and Telangana
to emerge as a “balance of
power”.

Is the party now over for Mayawati and BSP in UP?

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, Dec 5: Uttar Pradesh
Excise Minister Nitin Agarwal
has ordered that check- posts be
put up in Agra, Mathura, Gautam
Buddha Na g ar,  Ba ghpat ,
Saharanpur and Shamli regions
to stop inter-state liquor smug-
gling.

He has also directed that PTZ,
or pan, tilt, zoom cameras, be
put up on liquor vends in the
border areas to maintain an ef-
fective vigil.

The state government -- de-
spite 10 per cent increase in ex-
cise revenue over the same pe-
riod last year -- has expressed its
concern over liquor smuggling
from other states into Uttar
Pradesh, especially those like
Haryana where differences in
pricing have often impacted rev-
enues of  vends here.

The minister said that he has
ordered that show cause be issued
to district excise officers of  10
such districts where revenue
collections have been lowest.
Agarwal also ordered an as-
sessment to find out if  the rev-
enue of  liquor shops in Baghpat,
that are located on the Haryana
border was being impacted.

Smuggling of  liquor from
Delhi and Haryana into Uttar
Pradesh is common due to price
differences that depend on the
quality of  the brew.

"The differences have less-
ened but, at times, a bottle of
country-made liquor perhaps
still costs more in Uttar Pradesh
as compared to Haryana. The
difference in pricing goes up if

you were to factor in costly liquor,
including scotch," a liquor seller
from Baghpat said.

The minister said that if  rev-
enue was being impacted due
to liquor vends located close to
the UP-Haryana border, then the
Haryana government be ap-
proached to shift them accord-
ingly. The minister also ordered
that a vigil be maintained on
the Saharanpur border too and
said PTZ cameras be installed for
proper vigil on shops in border
areas.

Agarwal, however, noted that
till November, the state's excise
revenue was Rs 27, 340.97 crore
that was 10 per cent (Rs 2,382.47
crore) more than what was a
achieved at the same time.

"Efforts should be made to re-
alise revenue worth more than
Rs 50,000 crore in 2023-24,"
Agarwal has told excise officials.
He also ordered that a report be
presented before him within 15
days on why there was no any ex-
pected increase in excise rev-
enue in Kanpur.

"Special vigil be maintained on
the Agra, Mathura, Lucknow
highway till Bundelkhand high-
way and till Mirzapur and
Sonbhadra to effectively check
liquor smuggling," Agarwal said
and ordered that cooperation of
GST and police department be
sought by the excise department.

On complaints of  overrating
of  l iquor  from Deoria ,
Kushinagar, Pilibhit, Bareilly
and other regions, the minister
ordered that strict action be
taken in all such cases where
such complaints were found true.

UP steps up efforts to
check liquor smuggling

Smuggling of liquor from Delhi and Haryana into
Uttar Pradesh is common due to price differences

that depend on the quality of the brew

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Patna, Dec 5: With Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar avoid-
ing public appearance due to
his illness, Union Minister Giriraj
Singh has demanded that the
state government release his
health bulletin.

His demand came soon after
former Chief  Minister Jitan
Ram Manjhi and R.C.P. Singh
also expressed concern over the
health status of  Nitish Kumar.

"Nitish Kumar is not a Chief
Minister of  an alliance but he is
a Chief  Minister of  Bihar. The
concer n of  for mer Chief
Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi is ab-
solutely true. The Bihar gov-
ernment should release the
health bulletins of  CM Nitish
Kumar," Singh said.

Nitish Kumar, in the last 10
days, has cancelled all his pub-
lic and government events. He
also cancelled Janata Darbar on
Monday due to his illness.

In wake of  this, Manjhi, in a
social media post, said: "Nitish
Kumar is suffering from illness
for the last 10 days. Is he really
sick or is a political conspiracy

taking place
against him?
His health bul-
letin should be
issued in the pub-
lic domain so that
everyone knows
about him."

Former Union Minister and
JD-U leader R.C.P. Singh also
expressed concern. "It is ex-
tremely unfortunate that the
Chief  Minister of  Bihar has
been ill for the last 10 days and
people have no knowledge about
it. He is not appearing in public
events. Hiding his health status
is not right," he said.

Nitish Kumar
is on the target
list of  NDA lead-

ers ever since he
made al le g ed

"loose" remarks on
women during the win-

ter session of  Bihar
Assembly. On the next day, he also
humiliated Manjhi as well.

Following that leaders like
BJP state President Samrat
Choudhary, Vijay Sinha, Sushil
Kumar Modi, Giriraj Singh,
Ashwini Kumar Choubey, R.C.P.
Singh, Chirag Paswan, Manjhi
and others have questioned his
physical and mental condition.

NDA LEADERS DEMAND
NITISH’S HEALTH BULLETIN

NITISH
KUMAR, IN THE

LAST 10 DAYS, HAS
CANCELLED ALL HIS PUBLIC

AND GOVERNMENT EVENTS. HE
ALSO CANCELLED JANATA DARBAR
ON MONDAY DUE TO HIS ILLNESS

NITISH KUMAR IS ON THE TARGET
LIST OF NDA LEADERS EVER SINCE

HE MADE ALLEGED “LOOSE”
REMARKS ON WOMEN DURING

THE WINTER SESSION OF
BIHAR ASSEMBLY

Bihar’s tradition of men being kidnapped for marriage back in news

Demand for Ram temple models surges
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, Dec 5: As the count-
down begins for the opening of
the Ram temple in Ayodhya, the de-
mand for memorabilia related to
the temple is catching on.

A handicrafts unit in Prayagraj
has received orders for one lakh
miniature models of  the Ram tem-
ple made of  pinewood board
through laser-cutting technique.
The temple models will be used by
people as decorative and gift items.

Anurag Asthana, who initiated
the concept of  making replicas of
Ram temple, said, “There has been
a sudden demand for the Ram tem-
ple models across the markets of
the state. We dispatch around 500
models of  different sizes to Ayodhya
alone every week. The demand
has particularly gone up since the
Dev Deepawali event.”

Various handicraft units in
Kashi, Prayagraj and Gorakhpur
are designing and shaping Ram

temple models to cater to the spurt
in the demand.

Asthana said the bulk of  de-
mand comes from corporates,
banks and event management com-
panies. “We have already deliv-
ered 5,000 models in the past four
months and are making efforts to
increase production,” he said.

He said, “Initially, we had one ma-
chine to design and shape these
models but after witnessing huge
demand in markets, we had to in-
stall seven machines to catch up
with the craze. We have also en-
gaged designers and artisans to
manufacture replicas,” Asthana
said.

“Apart from Ram temple models,
there is also demand for Kashi
Vishwanath temple models and
Hanuman Chalisa miniatures
among the devotees,” he added.
These temple models are also avail-
able online and are priced between
Rs 1,000 to Rs 10,000, depending
on the size.

IIM-L students study temples 
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, Dec 5: Students of  the
Indian Institute of  Management,
Lucknow (IIM-L) went on a tem-
ple trail as part of  their destina-
tion marketing course.

The 60 odd management stu-
dents visited different temples
and places of  worship in the
state capital Sunday as part of
their project. Based on their ex-
periences, the students will now
pen down USP’s for each reli-
gious site from historical and
spiritual perspectives and come
up with ideas to make these re-
ligious places more attractive
as tourist destinations.

The students said, “It was a
wonderful experience to visit
various temples of  different
types and architecture. The
tourists visiting each temple
were very different and the at-
mosphere too varied.”

The temple trail was an eye
opener, taking the students
through the deep and diverse
history of  each temple, un-
leashing the  new side  of
Lucknow.

As students of  destination mar-
keting, it helped them recognise

and appreciate the significance
of  the places around and how
they can be woven meaningfully
into a curated pilgrimage circuit
for the target audience.”

Destination marketing faculty
Prof  Devashish Das Gupta, who
introduced the religious trip,
said, “As part of  the immersion
exercise in the course, we used
to take students to major mon-
uments and parks. For the very
first time, we thought of  this re-
ligious immersion trip to add a
new image about Lucknow, which
is otherwise popular for Nawabs
and kebabs.” Students, he said,
will earn a maximum of  15 marks
for writing a good report.

The report will include a reli-
gious tourism itinerary and a
market strategy, including digital
and social media interventions.
Students will prepare a need gap
analysis benchmarking with the
best practices across India.

“All the temples we visited
were unique in their historical
significance, structure and ar-
chitecture. The walk helped us
realise that Lucknow which is
known as a city of  nawabs also
holds a key presence on the re-
ligious front,” he stated.

446 schools de-registered in Bihar
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Patna, Dec 5: Bihar School
Examination Board (BSEB) has
cancelled the registration of  446
private schools after they failed
to comply with the required pa-
rameters, an officer said Tuesday.

BSEB Chair man Anand
Kishore said that the decision
was taken during a meeting
Monday evening. Of  the total, 439
are middle schools, while seven
are middle and high schools
(Class 6 to 10).

"We carried out inspections
of  the schools across the state and
found that 446 BSEB-affiliated
ones lacked proper infrastructure
needed to run the schools. We
have set parameters for every
school and they were not ful-
filling it," Kishore said.

"Some of  the schools which
did not cooperate with our in-
spection teams, were also de-
registered," Kishore said.

According to sources, schools
functioning in two-three rooms
were higher in numbers.

"As per the policy, the affected
students will be shifted to nearby
schools. We have also made a pro-

vision for students who are ap-
pearing for the board examination.
Admit cards, registration cards
and other important documents
will be issued in the name of  pre-
vious schools," Kishore said.
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Eminent Odissi dancer Dona Ganguly’s troupe performs during the inauguration of the 29th Kolkata International Film Festival at Netaji Indoor Stadium in Kolkata, West Bengal

Captain Geetika Koul, from the Snow Leopard Brigade, with Indian Army personnel, in Siachen. Koul became the first woman medical officer of the Indian Army
to be deployed at Siachen after successfully completing the induction training at Siachen Battle School People wear helmets as they are evacuated from a building following an earthquake in Manila, Philippines 

AAP MPs Ashok Mittal, Raghav Chadha and Sandeep Pathak stage a protest during the Winter Session of Parliament,
in New Delhi

Activists protest against fossil fuels at the COP28 UN Climate Summit

Devotees walk on burning embers during Sri Veerbhadreshwara Swamy
Kendotsava in Chikmagalur, Karnataka People help an elderly woman shift to a safer place from a flooded area after heavy rainfall owing to cyclone Michaung in Chennai, Tamil Nadu AP/PTI PHOTOS
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constituted by the Union
Government not done any visible
work to restore peace, normalcy
and harmony in Manipur
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | CONGRESS PRESIDENT

India Tuesday announced a USD 250 million line of
credit to Kenya for modernisation of its agricultural
sector as Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Kenyan President William Samoei Ruto agreed to
shore up bilateral ties in areas of defence, trade,
energy, digital public infrastructure and healthcare

INDIA, KENYA INK 5 PACTS
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Following the
Prime Minister’s
guidance, the

Haryana government
has been organising
the International Gita
Mahotsav in
Kurukshetra since 2016, which has
gained tremendous success and
popularity over the past seven years

MANOHAR LAL KHATTAR | HARYANA CM

of the
day uote 

Prepare case
studies of all
the patients

you see and actively
encourage research
in medical education

YOGI ADITYANATH | UTTAR PRADESH CM

Oppn presses for
early polls in J&K
New Delhi: Opposition
members in the Lok Sabha
sought a timeline from the
government Tuesday for holding
Assembly polls in Jammu and
Kashmir, with the Centre
asserting that it is ready and it
is up to the Election
Commission (EC) to take a
decision in the matter.   While
Home Minister Amit Shah will
respond to the debate on the
Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation (Amendment)
Bill and the Jammu and Kashmir
Reservation (Amendment) Bill,
taken up together, Wednesday,
he intervened in the discussion
and asserted that the Modi
government has ensured that
the country has only one flag
and one Constitution.

NIA raids in 7
districts in J&K
Srinagar: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
Tuesday carried out raids at
several locations across
Jammu and Kashmir in
connection with the terror
conspiracy hatched and
operationalised by offshoots
of the banned Pakistan-
backed terrorist organisations,
the investigating agency said.
The searches led to the
seizure of several digital
devices containing large
volumes of incriminating data
and documents, it said.

7 labourers die as
machine collapses 
Vijayapura (K’taka): Seven
labourers from Bihar were
killed after a gigantic
processing machine collapsed,
trapping them under a heap of
about 100 tonnes of corn at a
godown of a private food
processing unit in Aliyabad
industrial area here, police
said Tuesday. The Karnataka
government has announced a
compensation of `7 lakh each
to the families of those who
died in the tragedy. 

Court grants bail to 
former IAF official 
New Delhi: A Delhi court has
granted bail to a former Indian
Air Force official who allegedly
shared secret information
with Pakistan's ISI-backed
intelligence operatives after
being “honeytrapped” in 2015.
The judge noted that the
accused has already spent
more than half the maximum
sentence prescribed for the
alleged offence. 

Fire breaks out in train
Saharsa: A fire broke out
inside a sleeper class coach of
a train coming from Delhi on
Tuesday evening, while it was
on its way to the final stop at
Saharsa in Bihar, though
nobody was hurt in the incident,
a senior official said. Prima
facie the fire seems to have
been caused by brake binding.

SHORT TAKES

The
government of
India is

committed to making
Haj inclusive and
accessible towards
all segments of
society, especially women and
specially abled persons

SMRITI IRANI | MINORITY AFFAIRS MINISTER

national

SNIPPETS

MNF poll debacle: Zoramthanga quits 
Aizawl: Mizoram’s outgoing chief minister Zoramthanga Tuesday
resigned as the Mizo National Front (MNF) president after a 
33-year-long stint as its chief, following the party’s defeat in the
assembly polls. In his resignation letter sent to MNF senior vice
president Tawnluia, Zoramthanga said he took moral responsibility 
as the president of the party for its poll debacle. 

ED raids in Haryana, Rajasthan 
New Delhi: The Enforcement Directorate Tuesday raided 13
premises in Haryana and Rajasthan as part of a money laundering
investigation against an alleged member of the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang and some linked persons, official sources said.  The central
probe agency's action was concentrated on gangster and close
ally of Bishnoi and Khalistani terror groups, Surender Singh Chiku,
they said.  The ED seized electronic devices, “incriminating”
documents, ledgers, property papers and `5 lakh cash during the
raids that were still continuing, according to the sources.  About
60 bank accounts have been traced and the officials are
scrutinising them, they said.

UCO Bank IMPS glitch: CBI files FIR 
New Delhi: The CBI has registered an FIR in a case in which over
41,000 UCO Bank customers received surprise credits of varied
amounts in their accounts, totalling `820 crore, during 
November 10-13 without any corresponding debits in accounts from
where the transfers originated, officials said Tuesday.  Under an
operation, which continued till Tuesday, the agency has searched 13
locations in multiple cities, including Kolkata and Mangalore, in
connection with the case, they said. 

Khalistani terrorist Lakhbir Singh Rode dies 
New Delhi: Khalistani separatist Lakhbir Singh alias Rode, among
India’s ‘most wanted’ terrorists, has died in Pakistan where he had
fled after his uncle Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale was killed in 1984,
officials said Tuesday. The 72-year-old Rode, whose ancestral village
was at Rode in Moga district, died at a hospital in Rawalpindi
following a massive heart attack, the officials said. Some reports
suggest that he died on Monday while others indicate that he
breathed his last on Saturday. The self-styled chief of banned
Khalistan Liberation Front was an accused in various cases and had a
Red Corner notice issued by the Interpol at the request of India.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: DMK Lok
Sabha member DNV Senthil
Kumar Tuesday triggered a row
by describing Hindi heartland as
"gaumutra states", drawing in-
stant condemnation from the
BJP as well as its ally Congress,
whose leaders asked him to ten-
der an apology.

While participating in a dis-
cussion on J&K Reorganisation
(Amendment) Bill in the House,
he said the BJP can win elec-
tions only in the Hindi heart-
land states and not in south India.

While his description of  the
Hindi heartland as "gaumutra"
states was expunged by the Lok

Sabha Speaker later, the remarks
sparked a controversy with sev-
eral members across party lines
condemning the DMK leader
and the video of  his speech going
viral on social media.

Facing flak, he later apolo-
gised.  "Commenting on the re-
sults of  the five recent state as-
sembly elections, I have used a
word in a inappropriate way.
Not using that term with any
intent, I apologize for sending the
wrong meaning across," he said
in a post on X.

BJP leaders termed Senthil
Kumar's remarks as "hate speech"
and said the voters will "wipe
out" the India bloc from south-
ern India as well in the next

elections. Senthil Kumar's com-
ments come in the backdrop of
some referring to the recent as-
sembly election results as re-
flective of  the 'North-South divide'
after the BJP trounced the

Congress in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, and
the Congress won in Telangana.

Senior BJP leader Sanjay
Jaiswal said the BJP will even
form the government in Tamil

Nadu in the next five years by de-
feating the DMK.

Earlier this year, Congress
had wrested Karnataka from
the BJP, while other southern
states are ruled by non-BJP par-

ties including Tamil Nadu where
Congress ally DMK is in power.

Speaking in Lok Sabha, Senthil
Kumar said, "You (BJP) cannot
come to South India. You see all
the results of  what happens in
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka
... We are very strong over there."

In Tamil Nadu, state BJP chief
K Annamalai condemned the "in-
sensitive" remarks of  the MP, say-
ing the level of  the party's dis-
course is "sinking" like Chennai and
the "arrogance" of  DMK will be the
prime reason for its downfall.

Former Karnataka minister C
T Ravi asked if  Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi endorses such 
insulting remarks.

DMK MP’s ‘gaumutra’ states remarks trigger row
DNV

Senthilkumar,
while taking a jibe
at the BJP over its
election victories

in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh

and Chhattisgarh,
said Tuesday that
the saffron party
can win elections

in only those
states and not in

South India

“People of this
country should
think that the
power of the BJP
is only winning
elections in the
heartland states
of Hindi and what
we generally
called as
gaumutra states,”
he said while
speaking in 
Lok Sabha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, Dec 5: Right-wing group
Shri Rashtriya Rajput Karni
Sena’s president Sukhdev Singh
Gogamedi was shot dead in the
living room of  his house here on
Tuesday by three armed men,
one of  whom was also killed in
retaliatory firing, police said.

One of  Gogamedi's security
guards sustained bullet injuries
in the exchange of  fire with the
assailants, who had gone to his
house in the Shyam Nagar area
on the pretext of  meeting him,
they said. The incident was
caught on CCTV.

Go g a medi  fo r med Sh ri
Rashtriya Rajput Karni Sena
after he was expelled from Sri
Rajput Karni Sena in 2015 over
differences with its founder
Lokendra Singh Kalvi.

Bo t h  t h es e  o u t f i t s  h a d
protested against Deepika
Padukone starrer “Padmaavat”
in 2018 over alleged distortion of

historical facts about the Rajput
community.  Jaipur Police
Commissioner Biju George Joseph
told reporters, “Three men went
to Gogamedi’s house and told his
security guards that they wanted
to meet him. The guards took
them inside and the men talked
to Gogamedi for 10 minutes before
opening fire at him.”

While one of  the assailants,
who was identified as Naveen
Singh Shekhawat, died in the
exchange of  fire, the remaining
two managed to flee on a scooty
they snatched from a person out-
side Gogamedi's house, he said.
One of  Gogamedi’s security
guards was injured in the fir-
ing and has been admitted to
the ICU of  a hospital, he added.

“The entire incident was cap-
tured on CCTV. We are trying to
identify and trace the other two
accused. Those involved in the
planning of  the murder will
also be caught,” Joseph said.

According to preliminary in-

formation, Shekhawat used to
run a shop, he said. Soon after
the news of  the attack on
Gogamedi broke, his support-
ers and members of  the Rajput
community started reaching his
house and the hospital where
he was taken.

One of  Gogamedi's relatives
told reporters outside the hos-
pital that he had been receiv-
ing threats for a long time and
feared an attack. He claimed po-
lice had been informed about
the threats. Gogamedi's sup-
porters blocked the Shipra Path
road outside the hospital where
he was rushed after the attack
and demanded that the accused
be arrested immediately. 

Rashtriya Rajput Karni
Sena chief shot dead 

Supporters of Shri Rashtriya Rajput Karni Sena’s president Sukhdev Singh
Gogamedi stage a protest 

BJP, CONG SPAR 
The BJP and the Congress

sparred over Gogamedi’s
killing, with both parties
claiming that the law-and-order
scenario deteriorates under the
other’s dispensation. Union
minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat slammed the
previous Congress regime in
Rajasthan for the law-and-order
situation, saying this is the
adverse effect of the way “gang
wars have flourished” in the
desert state since the time of
the Ashok Gehlot government.
Senior Congress leader Pramod
Tewari claimed that the
courage of criminals in
Rajasthan has gone up just
after the information that the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
coming to power in the state.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: Telangana
Congress chief  A Revanth Reddy,
who switched from the TDP in
2017 and spearheaded the 
successful electoral campaign
a g ainst  the  BRS,  was   
Tuesday named as the new Chief
Minister of  the state.

Announcing the decision at
the party headquarters here
Tuesday,  AICC g eneral  
secretary K C Venugopal said
the swearing-in of  the 54-year-old
leader will take place December
7 in Hyderabad.

Venugopal, however, did not
say who all would join the 
government. “We will recognise
all senior leaders. This is going
to be a team, this is not going to
be a one-man show. The Congress
will go with the team,” he told 
reporters while replying to
queries on the issue.

Revanth Reddy was  
the frontrunner for the top post
in the state after the party staged
a stupendous victory in Assembly
elections by winning 64 seats in
Telangana, upstaging the BRS
which has been in power for the
last nine years.

“I wholeheartedly express my
gratitude to  honourable AICC
president Shri Kharge ji, Mother
of  Telangana our beloved
Soniamma, ever inspiring leader
Rahul Gandhi ji, charismatic
Priyanka Gandhi ji,  AICC
General Secretary (Org) K C
Venugopalji, Deputy CM of
Karnataka D K Shivakumar ji
and Incharge General Secretary-
Telangana Manikrao Thakare
and last but not the least our

Congress soldiers who stood by
us through thick and thin,”
Reddy posted on X.

Venugopal said Revanth 
Reddy was working as the PCC
president and is a dynamic leader
who campaigned in  this  
election extensively with other
senior leaders.

Shivakumar and Thakre were
present as Venugopal announced
the party high command’s 
decision on Telangana.  The day
saw hectic deliberations at the
residence of  Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, where top
Congress leadership including
Rahul Gandhi discussed the
issue of  government formation
in Telangana. 

Revanth Reddy’s name as chief
minister in Telangana was
cleared during this meeting after
party observers handed over
their report after speaking to
the newly-elected MLAs in the
southern state.  Karnataka
de puty  chief  minister
Shivakumar also separately met
former Telangana PCC chief
Uttam Kumar Reddy, who had
staked his claim for the top post
in the state.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: The Supreme
Court Tuesday sought data on
the beneficiaries of  section 6A
of  the Citizenship Act  in
Assam, saying there was no
material before it which could
indicate that the effect of  grant-
ing Indian cit izenship to
Bangladeshi immigrants be-
tween 1966 and 1971 was so
great that it impacted the de-
mographic and cultural iden-
tity of  the border state.

While acknowledging the prob-
lem of  cross-border infiltration
in Assam, a five judge constitu-
tion bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud re-
ferred to the humanitarian aspect
of  the 1971 Indo-Pakistan war
for the liberation of  Bangladesh
which also led to the influx of  im-
migrants.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Surya Kant, M M
Sundresh, J B Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra, commenced hear-
ing 17 petitions to examine the
constitutional validity of  sec-
tion 6A of  the Citizenship Act re-
lating to illegal immigrants in
Assam.

Section 6A was inserted in
the Citizenship Act as a special
provision to deal with the citi-
zenship of  people covered under
the Assam Accord.

It says those who came to
Assam on or after January 1,
1966 but before March 25, 1971
from specified territories, in-
cluding Bangladesh, in accor-
dance with the Citizenship Act
amended in 1985, and since then
are residents of  the northeast-
ern state, must register them-
selves under section 18 for ac-
quiring Indian citizenship.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: A meeting of
the top leaders of  the INDIA op-
position bloc has been deferred
to the third week of  December
after some of  them expressed
their inability to attend it due to
their preoccupations.

Another meeting convened
by Cong ress  president
Mallikarjun Kharge at his res-
idence here Wednesday with the
floor leaders of  the INDIA con-
stituents in Parliament will,
however, go ahead according to
its schedule to formulate the op-
position strategy for the 2024
Lok Sabha polls.

The decision was taken as
some leaders of  the bloc, in-
cluding Trinamool Congress
(TMC)  supremo Mamata
Banerjee and Samajwadi Party
(SP) chief  Akhilesh Yadav, said
they will not be able to attend
Wednesday's meeting.

Gurdeep Sappal, Congress
Working Committee (CWC) mem-

ber and coordinator of  the
Congress president's office, said
on X: “A coordination meeting of
parliamentary party leaders of
INDIA alliance will be held at 6
pm on December 6 at the resi-
dence of  Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge.”

Sources said Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar is un-
well while his Tamil Nadu coun-
terpart, M K Stalin, is unable
to attend Wednesday's meet due
to a cyclone that has hit the
southern state. Banerjee, the

chief  minister of  West Bengal,
is busy with a family wedding,
the sources said.

Shiv Sena leader Priyanka
Chaturvedi said the meeting
has not been postponed as some
chief  ministers were unable to
attend it. She said the meeting
will take place December 6 and
coordination and seat sharing
will be discussed among the
leaders.

Subsequently, the top lead-
ership of  various opposition
parties will endorse the same

during their meeting later in
December, Chaturvedi added.

Rubbishing speculation that
the recent Assembly poll results
have created fissures within the
INDIA bloc, Congress leader
Naseer Hussain said the elec-
tion outcome would have no
bearing on the opposition unity
and its alliance is intact. SP
s p o ke s p e r s o n  R a j e n d r a
Chaudhary said Akhilesh Yadav
has no plans to attend the meet-
ing Wednesday.

Asked if  the decision was
taken after the declaration of
Assembly poll results in five
states, he said there was no in-
formation about the meeting
earlier. In Delhi, SP leader
Ramgopal Yadav said his party
will attend the meeting, al-
though Akhilesh Yadav may
not be present.

Ta l k i n g  t o  r e p o r t e r s ,
Akhilesh Yadav said the recent
Assembly poll results will make
the INDIA bloc even stronger
in the coming days.

Top ourt seeks data on 
grant of citizenship to
immigrants in Assam

Revanth Reddy to
be next T’gana CM

Cong to hold another round of parleys in late Dec

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: Union
Minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar
Tuesday met social media plat-
forms to review progress made
by them in tackling misinfor-
mation and deepfakes, and as-
serted that advisories will be is-
sued in the next two days to
ensure 100 per cent compliance

by platforms.  New, amended IT
Rules to further ensure compli-
ance of  platforms, and the safety
and trust of  online users are ac-
tively under consideration,
Chandrasekhar said in a post
on X (formerly Twitter).

“Held  the  2nd
#DigitalIndiaDialogues on
Misinformation and #Deepfakes
with intermediaries today, to re-

view the progress made since
the Nov 24 meeting.” 

“Many platfor ms are re-
sponding to the decisions taken
last month and advisories on
ensuring 100 per cent compli-
ance will be issued in the next 2
days,” Chandrasekhar, who is
Minister of  State for IT and
Electronics, said in the post.

Meanwhile, sources said that

the government has talked tough
with the digital platforms at
Tuesday’s meeting.  Platforms
have been reminded that 11
areas of  “user har ms” or 
“illegalities” flagged under IT
Rules are also mapped to equiv-
alent provisions in the IPC
(Indian Penal Code) and hence
criminal consequences can fol-
low even under the current laws.

Govt reviews social networks’ progress on curbing deepfakes

INDIA BLOC MEETING
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The world is in a
state of turbulence

and is undergoing a radical
transformation. An underlying
trend however is the fact that
the previous unipolar system
is being replaced with a fairer
multipolar world order
VLADIMIR PUTIN | RUSSIAN PRESIDENT

China has become the first country to
confer diplomatic status to a Taliban-
nominated official as Afghanistan’s
Ambassador to Beijing, thereby
formally recognising the Taliban-run
administration as a legitimate
government in Kabul

DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION 
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The tourism
fund, set to be
launched in

early 2024, would
manage an initial
fund at 2 trillion
rupiahs ($129 million)
to support the promotion of tourism
events and improve the nation
branding of Indonesia's tourism in
the global market

SANDIAGA UNO | MINISTER OF TOURISM AND

CREATIVE ECONOMY OF INDONESIA

of the
day uote 

The conditions
required to
deliver aid to

the people of Gaza do
not exist

LYNN HASTINGS | UN

HUMANITARIAN

COORDINATOR FOR THE

OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY

Our mutual
desire, both
China and the

United States, is to
create a level playing
field and ongoing,
meaningful and
mutually beneficial economic
relations. That is our main focus

JANET YELLEN | US TREASURY SECRETARY

85 dead in Nigeria  
Abuja: At least 85 people have
been confirmed dead after a
“mistaken” army drone attack
on a religious gathering in
northwest Nigeria, authorities
said. The president Tuesday
ordered a probe into the latest
in a series of mistakes in
Nigeria's conflict
zones.“Eighty-five dead bodies
have so far been buried while
(a) search is still ongoing,”
Nigeria's National Emergency
Management Agency (NEMA)
said in a statement that listed
children, women and the
elderly among the victims. At
least 66 people were injured,
the agency added.

`17.4 bn for polls
Islamabad: The Pakistan
government said Tuesday that
it has released Rs 17.4 billion
to the election commission for
the upcoming general
elections, a day after the poll
body raised concerns over the
non-provision of funds. Cash-
strapped Pakistan, which is
facing both political and
economic instability, is going
to the polls on February 8. In a
statement Tuesday, the
Finance Division said it has
released Rs 17.4 billion to the
Election Commission of
Pakistan in addition to Rs 10
billion released in July 2023 for
the conduct of general
elections in the country.

Bill approved
Paris: France's National
Assembly unanimously
approved a bill to ban single-
use, disposable electronic
cigarettes, in an attempt to
protect young people drawn
to their flavours and mitigate
the environmental impacts of
the disposable products
known as “puffs.” Lawmakers
adopted the bill in a late-night
vote on Monday by 104 in
favour, zero against. 
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People are dwarfed by the 22 metre high statue “Hammering Man” in Santa Claus costume, to celebrate
upcoming Christmas on a street in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday PTI PHOTO

Mathematics, reading skills in unprecedented decline in teenagers: OECD
ON AVERAGE ACROSS THE OECD, ONE OUT OF FOUR 15-YEAR-OLDS TESTED AS A LOW PERFORMER IN MATHS, READING AND 

SCIENCE, WHICH MEANS THEY COULD NOT USE BASIC ALGORITHMS OR INTERPRET SIMPLE TEXTS, THE STUDY FOUND
REUTERS

Paris, Dec 5: Teenagers’ math-
ematics and reading skills are in
an unprecedented decline across
dozens of  countries and COVID
school closures are only partly
to be blamed, the OECD said
Tuesday in its latest survey of
global learning standards.

The Paris-based Organisation
for Economic Cooperation and
Development said it had seen
some of  the steepest drops in
performance since 2000 when it
began its usually triennial tests
of  15-year-olds reading, maths
and science skills.

Nearly 700,000 youths took the
two-hour test last year in the

OECD’s 38 mostly developed coun-
try members and 44-non members
for the latest study, closely watched
by policymakers as the largest in-
ternational comparison of  edu-
cation performance.

Compared to when the tests
were last conducted in 2018, read-
ing performance fell by 10 points
on average in OECD countries, and
by 15 points in mathematics, a
loss equivalent to three-quarters
of  a year’s worth of  learning.

While more than half  of  the 81
countries surveyed saw declines,
Germany, Iceland, the Netherlands,
Norway and Poland saw particu-
larly sharp drops in mathemat-
ics scores, the OECD said.

On average across the OECD,

one out of  four 15-year-olds tested
as a low performer in maths,
reading and science, which means

they could not use basic algo-
rithms or interpret simple texts,
the study found. “COVID probably

played some role but I would not
overrate it,” OECD director of  ed-
ucation Andreas Schleicher told
a news conference.

“There are underlying struc-
tural factors and they are much
more likely to be permanent fea-
tures of  our education systems
that policymakers should really
take seriously.” Countries that
provided extra teacher support
during COVID school closures
scored better and results were
generally better in places where
easy teacher access for special
help was high.

Poorer results tended to be
associated with higher rates of
mobile phone use for leisure and
where schools reported teacher

shortages. The OECD said the de-
cline was not inevitable, point-
ing to Singapore, where students
scored the highest in maths,
reading and science, with re-
sults that suggested they were on
average three to five years ahead
of  their OECD peers.

After Singapore, Macau,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Japan and
South Korea also outperformed in
maths and science, where Estonia
and Canada also scored well.

In reading, Ireland, Japan,
South Korea and Taiwan earned
top marks, and was all the more
notable in Ireland and Japan be-
cause their spending per stu-
dent was no higher than the
OECD average.

Tougher visa rules unveiled

REUTERS

London, Dec 5: Britain an-
nounced plans to slash the num-
ber of  migrants arriving by legal
routes on Monday, raising the
minimum salary they must earn
in a skilled job by a third, amid
pressure on Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak to tackle record net mi-
gration figures.

High levels of  legal migration
have dominated Britain’s polit-
ical landscape for more than a
decade and were a key factor in
the 2016  vote  to  leave the
European Union. Sunak has
promised to gain more control
af ter  lawmakers  in  his
Conservative Party criticised
his record ahead of  an election
expected next year, with the op-
position Labour P1arty far ahead
in opinion polls.

But businesses and trade
unions both attacked the meas-
ures as counterproductive and
challenging for the private sec-
tor and state-run health serv-

ice, both dogged by labour short-
ages.

Figures last month showed
annual net migration to the
United Kingdom hit a record of
745,000 in 2022 and has stayed
at high levels since, with many
migrants now coming from
places like India, Nigeria and
China instead of  the EU.

Home Secretary (interior min-
ister) James Cleverly said the
new measures could reduce that
number by 300,000. “Immigration
is too high. Today we’re taking
radical action to bring it down,”
said Sunak, who is also trying to
deport migrants who arrive il-
legally to Rwanda.

Cleverly said the government
would raise the minimum salary
threshold for foreign skilled
workers to 38,700 pounds ($48,900),
from its current level of  26,200
pounds, though health and social

workers would be exempt.
Other measures included stop-

ping foreign health workers
bringing in family members on
their visas, increasing a sur-
charge migrants have to pay to
use the health service by 66%,
and raising the minimum in-
come for family visas.

The measures could spark
new disputes with business own-
ers who have struggled to hire
workers in recent years given
Britain’s persistently tight labour
market and the end of  free move-
ment from the EU since Britain’s
2020 exit from the bloc.

In October, the government’s
independent migration adviser
recommended abolishing the
so-called shortage occupations
list, one of  the main routes for
businesses to hire migrant work-
ers in sectors where there are
severe staff  shortages.

REUTERS

London, Nov 5: Prince Harry
has been subjected to “unlaw-
ful and unfair treatment” by
the British government over
the decision to take away his po-
lice protection when he is in
Britain, his lawyer told London’s
High Court Tuesday.

Harry, along with other sen-
ior royals, had received full se-
curity protection provided by
the state before he decided to
step back from his royal duties
and move to California with
his American wife Meghan in
2020.

But the Home Office — the
ministry responsible for polic-
ing, immigration and security
— decided in February that
year that Harry would cease to
automatically receive personal
police security while in Britain
even if  he were to cover the
cost himself. The younger son
of  King Charles was given per-
mission last year to challenge
that decision.

Shaheed Fatima, the lawyer
for Harry – who was not in
court, said he had been sub-
jected to unlawful and unfair
treatment. “This case is about
the right to security and safety
of  a person,” she said. “There
cannot be a right of  greater im-
portance to any of  us.”

S h e  s a i d  t h e  E xe c u t ive
Committee for the Protection of
Royalty and Public Figures,
known as RAVEC, had not fol-
lowed its own policy or treated
Harry as it treated other fig-
ures. It had also failed to tell him
why it had made its decision.
Harry’s “consistent position
has been – and remains – that
he should be given state secu-
rity in light of  the threats/risks
he faces,” she said in her writ-
ten submission.

The government’s lawyer
James Eadie said Harry had
been treated in a “bespoke”
manner, and would “occasion-
ally” be included within the
cohort of  individuals receiv-
ing protection. “RAVEC does
consider (Harry’s) position
when he comes to GB,” he said
in a written submission. 

Prince Harry challenges
UK govt’s decision

Indonesia volcano
death toll rises to 22
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Batu Palano (Indonesia), Dec 5:
Rescuers searching the hazardous
slopes of  Indonesia's Mount Marapi
volcano found 11 more bodies of
climbers who were caught by a
surprise weekend eruption, rais-
ing the number of  confirmed dead
to 22, officials said Tuesday.

One person remained miss-
ing. More than 50 climbers were
rescued after the initial erup-
tion Sunday, and 11 others were
initially confirmed dead. New
eruptions on Monday and
Tuesday spewed more hot ash as
high as 800 metres (2,620 feet)
into the air, reducing visibility
and temporarily halting search
and recovery operations, said
Abdul Malik, chief  of  the Padang
Search and Rescue Agency.

The bodies of  two climbers
were located on Monday and nine
more on Tuesday, the National
Search and Rescue Agency said.
One climber remained missing
and was presumed dead because
of  being very close to the erup-
tion site, said Edi Mardianto, the
deputy police chief  in West
Sumatra province.

The recovered bodies will be
taken to a hospital for identifi-
cation, he said. The rescuers
contended with bad weather and
difficult terrain, along with
winds that brought heat from
the eruptions. A video released
by West Sumatra's Search and
Rescue Agency showed rescuers
carrying an injured climber on
a stretcher off  the mountain
and into a waiting ambulance to
be taken to a hospital.

Marapi has stayed at the third
highest of  four alert levels since
2011, indicating above-normal
volcanic activity under which
climbers and villagers must stay
more than 3 kilometres (1.8 miles)
from the peak, according to
Indonesia 's  Centre  for
Volcanology and Geological
Disaster Mitigation.

REUTERS

Gaza, Dec 5: Israeli forces
stormed the main city in the
southern Gaza Strip Tuesday
and hospitals struggled to cope
with scores of  Palestinian dead
and wounded.

In what appeared to be the
biggest ground assault since a
truce collapsed last week, resi-
dents said Israeli tanks had en-
tered the eastern parts of  Khan
Younis for the first time, cross-
ing from the Israeli border fence
and advancing west.

Some took up positions inside
the town of  Bani Suhaila on
Khan Younis’ eastern outskirts,
while others continued further
and were stationed on the edge
of  a Qatari-funded housing de-
velopment called Hamad City,
residents said.

After days of  ordering resi-
dents to flee the area, Israeli
forces dropped new leaflets
Tuesday with instructions to
stay inside shelters during the
assault. “In the coming hours, the
IDF (Israel Defence Forces) will
begin launching an intensive

attack on your area of  residence
to destroy the terrorist organi-
zation Hamas,” said the leaflets,
addressed to residents of  six
districts amounting to around a
quarter of  Khan Younis.

“For your safety, stay in the
shelters and the hospitals where
you are. Don’t get out. Going out
is dangerous. You have been
warned.” The Israelis, who seized
the northern half  of  Gaza last
month before pausing for the
week-long truce, say they are
now extending their ground cam-
paign to the rest of  the enclave
as they try to annihilate its
Hamas rulers.

“We’re moving ahead with
the second stage now. A second
stage that is going to be diffi-

cult militarily,” government
spokesperson Eylon Levy said.
Israel is open to “constructive
feedback” on reducing harm to
civilians as long as the advice is
consistent with its aim of  de-
stroying Hamas, he added.

Israel started its campaign in
retribution for an October 7 at-
tack by Hamas fighters who ram-
paged through Israeli towns,
killing 1,200 people and seizing
240 hostages, according to Israel’s
tally. According to Gaza health
officials, more than 15,900
Palestinians are confirmed to
have been killed in Israeli air
strikes and other actions, with
thousands more missing and
feared buried under rubble.

Israeli bombardments have
driven 80% of  Gaza’s 2.3 million
residents from their homes, most
fleeing south. The enclave is
more densely populated than
London and crowded southern
areas are now sheltering triple
their usual population.

At Khan Younis’ main Nasser
hospital, the wounded arrived by
ambulance, car, flatbed truck
and donkey cart after what sur-
vivors described as a strike on
a school being used as a shelter
for the displaced. Inside a ward,
almost every inch of  floor space
was taken up by the wounded,
medics hurrying from patient
to patient while relatives wailed.

A doctor carried the small
limp body of  a dead boy in a
track suit and placed him in a cor-
ner, arms splayed across the
blood-smeared tile. On the floor
next to him, surrounded by dis-
carded bandages and rubber
gloves, lay a wounded boy and
girl, their limbs tangled with
the stands holding the IV drips
in their arms.

Israel’s forces storm Khan Younis

AFTER DAYS OF ORDERING
RESIDENTS TO FLEE THE AREA,
ISRAELI FORCES DROPPED NEW

LEAFLETS TUESDAY WITH
INSTRUCTIONS TO STAY INSIDE

SHELTERS DURING THE ASSAULT

ISRAELI BOMBARDMENTS HAVE
DRIVEN 80% OF GAZA’S 2.3

MILLION RESIDENTS FROM THEIR
HOMES, MOST FLEEING SOUTH

8 High levels of legal
migration have 
dominated Britain’s 
political landscape 
for more than a decade
and were a key factor in
the 2016 vote to leave the
European Union
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Anyone sitting in
any part of India

can use his local dialect
to get information, fill up
the form in his local
language through the
voice and get access to
any government scheme
AMITABH KANT | G20 SHERPA

Apple has told India its local production targets will
be hit if New Delhi follows the European Union and
requires existing iPhones to have universal charging
ports, a government document shows as the US
tech giant lobbies for an exemption or delay.

INDIA’S EU-STYLE CHARGER RULES 
WILL HIT PRODUCTION TARGET: APPLE
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I, for one,
believe that
technology has

a very, very
important role to
play in the future of
biotechnology and
the way we develop products

KIRAN MAZUMDAR-SHAW | BIOCON

EXECUTIVE CHAIRPERSON

of the
day uote 

We can safely
say that we
have some

views about the
internet... Of what
future of internet
should be... Multi-
stakeholderism will be the
cornerstone to how future on
internet will be shaped, policy wise
and regulation wise 

RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR | UNION MINISTER

The fastest
growing
economy must

balance its energy
cost, energy
availability and green
energy objectives
while continuing to accelerate its
massive green ambitions

GAUTAM ADANI

Mineral output 
up 11.5% in Sept
New Delhi: Mineral
production increased by 11.5
per cent in September as
compared to the year-ago
period, the government said
Tuesday. The index of mineral
production of the mining and
quarrying sector for the
month of September 2023 at
111.5, is 11.5 per cent higher
compared to the level in the
month of September 2022,
according to the provisional
data of the Indian Bureau of
Mines (IBM). The cumulative
growth for the April-
September period over the
corresponding period of the
previous financial year is 8.7
per cent, the mines ministry
said in a statement. The
production of important
minerals in September
includes coal (673 lakh
tonnes), lignite (29 lakh
tonnes), manganese ore
(247,000 tonnes) and
limestone (347 lakh tonnes).

Coal industry index
grows to 18.4% 
New Delhi: The index of coal
industry rose to 18.4 per cent
in October from 9.1 per cent
in April. "As per the index of
eight core industries for
October 2023, released by the
Ministry of Commerce &
Industries, the index of coal
industry has showcased in
the last 16 months highest
growth of 18.4 per cent
(provisional), reaching 172.6
points compared to 145.8
points during the same
period last year," the coal
ministry said in a statement.
The growth in the index of
coal industry can be seen due
to a substantial rise in
production of dry fuel in
October to 78.65 Million
Tonnes (MT), over 66.32 MT in
the corresponding month of
previous year. 

Wipro acquires 
3 soap brands 
New Delhi: Wipro Consumer
Care and Lighting Tuesday
announced the acquisition of
three soap brands, Jo, Doy,
and Bacter Shield, from VVF
(India) Ltd for an undisclosed
amount, a move that will help
the company expand in the
personal wash segment. This
is the third acquisition by
Wipro Consumer Care and
Lighting, part of Azim Premji-
led Wipro Enterprises, within
the last 12 months and the
15th acquisition so far, as it
is aggressively expanding its
portfolio. "The acquisition
will be a strategic expansion
for Wipro in the personal
wash segment," said a
statement from Wipro
Consumer, which is among
the leading players in the
segment with 
sandalwood soap brand
Santoor and female toiletries
brand Enchanteur.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: The serv-
ices sector growth in India fell
to a one-year low in November
on softer expansions in new
work intakes and output, de-
spite receding price pressures,
a monthly survey said Tuesday.

The seasonally adjusted S&P
Global India Services Business
Activity Index fell from 58.4 in
October to a one-year low of  56.9
in November. Despite witnessing
a month-on-month decline, the
rate of  expansion was stronger
than its long-run average.

In Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) parlance, a print
above 50 means expansion while
a  score  below 50  denotes  
contraction.

The survey is compiled from
responses to questionnaires sent
to a panel of  around 400 service
sector companies.

“India’s service sector has lost
further growth momentum mid-
way through the third fiscal
quarter, but we continue to see
robust demand for services fu-
elling new business intakes and
output. The current rates of  ex-

pansion look very healthy when
considering their respective long-
run averages and the outlook
for business activity remains
bright in spite of  optimism fad-
ing due to rising inflation ex-
pectations,” said Pollyanna De
Lima, Economics Associate
Director at S&P Global Market
Intelligence.

On the prices front, rates of
both input cost and output charge
inflation slipped to eight-month
lows. “Fewer companies hiked
their own fees as a result, an as-
pect that might provide a fur-
ther boost to demand as 2023
draws to a close,” Lima said.

On the employment front, serv-
ices companies curbed recruit-
ment to some extent amid
broadly stable levels of  out-
standing business among serv-
ices companies.

“... Given the lack of  pressure

on operating capacities signalled
by stable backlog levels, serv-
ices firms became more cau-
tious when it comes to hiring. Net
employment  st i l l  rose  in
November, but the rate of  job
creation was marginal and the
slowest in seven months,” 
Lima said. Going ahead, busi-
nesses maintained a positive
outlook for activity in the com-
ing 12 months, although confi-
dence somewhat faded due to
rising inflation expectations.

Meanwhile, the S&P Global
India Composite PMI Output
Index fell from 58.4 in October to
57.4 in November, signalling the
weakest rise in private sector
activity across India for a year.

The Composite PMI indices
are weighted averages of  com-
parable manufacturing and serv-
ices PMI indices. Weights reflect
the relative size of  the manu-

facturing and service sectors ac-
cording to official GDP data.

“Manufacturers outperformed
service providers, and noted a
quicker rate of  growth. Services
saw the slowest upturn in one
year,” the survey said.

Similarly, factory orders rose
to a greater extent and demand
for services somewhat cooled.
At the composite level, sales in-
creased at the weakest rate since
November 2022, as per the survey.

Meanwhile, the Reserve Bank
is likely to maintain the status
quo on the short-term interest
rate in its monetary policy review
later this week.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das-headed Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) is scheduled
to begin its three-day delibera-
tions December 6. Das would
unveil the decision of  the six-
member MPC December 8. 

Services sector activity hits 1-year low: PMI
The seasonally adjusted

S&P Global India Services
Business Activity Index
fell from 58.4 in October 

to a one-year 
low of 56.9 in November 

India to be 3rd largest 
economy by 2030: S&P

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: India will be-
come the world’s third largest
economy by 2030, S&P Global
Ratings said Tuesday as it fore-
cast the nation’s GDP growth
reaching 7 per cent in 2026-27
fiscal year.

In its Global Credit Outlook
2024, S&P saw a 6.4 per cent GDP
growth in the fiscal year through
March 2024 (2023-24) as com-
pared to 7.2 per cent in the pre-
vious financial year.

The growth rate will remain
at 6.4 per cent in the next fiscal
(2024-25) before climbing to 6.9 per
cent in the next and 7 per cent in
2026-27, the rating agency said.
“We see India reaching 7 per
cent in 2026-27 fiscal.”

“India is set to become the
third-largest economy by 2030,
and we expect it will be the fastest
growing major economy in the
next three years,” S&P said.

India currently is the fifth
largest economy in the world
behind the US, China, Germany
and Japan.

“A paramount test will be
whether India can become the

next big global manufacturing
hub, an immense opportunity.
Developing a strong logistics
framework will be key in trans-
forming India from a services-
dominated economy into a man-
ufacturing-dominant one,” 
it said.

Unlocking the labour market
potential will largely depend
upon upskilling workers and in-
creasing female participation
in the workforce.

“Success in these two areas
will enable India to realize its de-
mographic dividend,” it said.

S&P said a booming domestic
digital market could also fuel
expansion in India’s high-growth
startup ecosystem during the
next decade, especially in fi-
nancial and consumer technol-
ogy.

In the automotive sector, India
is poised for growth, building
on infrastructure, investment,
and innovation, it added. 

India currently is the
fifth largest economy in
the world behind the US,

China, Germany 
and Japan 

Sensex scales 69K peak 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 5: Benchmark
Sensex and Nifty soared to new
lifetime highs Tuesday, fuelled
by robust buying in power, bank-
ing and utility stocks, extending
their rally for a sixth consecu-
tive session.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 431.02 points, or 0.63 per
cent, to close at a new record
high of  69,296.14. As many as
20 Sensex scrips closed with
gains.

The broader index Nifty also
climbed 168.50 points, or 0.81
per cent to hit its lifetime high
of  20,855.30 with 32 of  its com-
ponents closing in the green.

The market capitalisation of
BSE-listed firms surged by more
than ̀ 2.5 lakh crore to cross ̀ 350
lakh crore Tuesday.

Analysts said the positive
sentiment was fuelled by un-
abated inflow of  foreign funds

on the back of  robust senti-
ment built up over favourable
macroeconomic data in the pre-
vious week and the results of  as-
s e m bly  p o l l s  o f  M a d hya
P r a d e s h ,  R a j a s t h a n  a n d
Chhattisgarh that raised ex-
pectations of  longer political
stability in the country.

Also, investors are expecting
the Reserve Bank to maintain the
status quo on the interest rate
in its bi-monthly monetary pol-
icy decision to be announced
Friday, they said.

Among major Sensex movers,
Power Grid rose the most by
4.46 per cent, NTPC by 3.89 per
cent, SBI by 2.31 per cent and
ICICI Bank by 2.28 per cent.
Other  g ainers  included
Mahindra & Mahindra, Titan
and Maruti.

On the other hand, Hindustan
Unilever, HCL Tech, Bajaj
Finance remained laggards with
losses of  up to 1.49 per cent.

Foreign institutional investors
purchased shares worth ̀ 2,073.21
crore on Monday, according to
exchange data.

The market rally was also fu-
elled by gains in Adani group
stocks which Adani soared up to
20 per cent following a report that
the US agency found short-seller
Hinderburg Research’s allega-
tions of  corporate fraud against
the conglomerate were not rel-
evant.

Adani Energy Solutions and
Adani Green Energy zoomed 20
per cent each to close at ̀ 1,082.60
and `1,348 apiece. Adani Total
Gas surged 19.95 per cent to set-
tle at ̀ 878.20, and NDTV jumped
18.41 per cent to `266.55.

In the broader market, the BSE
largecap index surged 1.01 per
cent, midcap gauge gained 0.14 per
cent and smallcap advanced mar-
ginally by 0.12 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, util-
ities surged the highest 6.54 per
cent followed by power rising
by 6.09 per cent. While services
index went up 3.93 per cent, com-
modities advanced 2.04 per cent
and oil & gas jumped 1.84 per
cent. Bankex rose 1.21 per cent
and energy inched up by 1.17
per cent.

Realty index declined by 0.65
per cent, while IT and teck
slipped by 0.57 per cent and 0.43
per  cent ,  respect ively.
Telecommunications, health-
care and FMCG were other lag-
gards.

In Asian markets, Hang Seng
and Nikkei 225 traded lower by
2.07 per cent and 1.37 per cent,
respectively, while China's
Shanghai Composite declined
1.67 per cent.

Meanwhile, global oil bench-
mark Brent crude advanced 1
per cent to USD 78.81 a barrel.

ROBUST BUYING IN POWER, BANKING AND
UTILITY STOCKS EXTENDS RALLY FOR SIXTH

CONSECUTIVE SESSION 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: Solar power
generation capacity can go up to
75,000 gigawatts by 2050 glob-
ally with long-duration storage
capa ci t y,  a  re po r t  by  t h e
International Solar Association
(ISA) and LDES Council, said.

T h e  re po r t  re lea s ed  o n
Tuesday by ISA and the Long
Duration Energy Storage (LDES)
Council unveils a bold vision
for the future of  renewable en-
ergy, showcasing the pivotal role
of  Long Duration Energ y
Storage in realizing ambitious
solar targets.

The report, presented at
COP28 in Dubai, emphasized
the transformative potential of
combining solar energy with

LDES to ensure continuous, re-
liable, and affordable renewable
energy, a statement said.

The report emphasized the
necessity of  LDES to fully realize
the potential of  solar installa-
t ions for  complete  decar-
bonization and achieving a solar
capacity of  75,000 GW by 2050.

It presented a case study of
isolated island utilities in the
US, demonstrating the finan-

cial viability of  LDES in areas
with limited interconnectivity
and high local fuel costs.

The combination of  solar,
wind, and LDES emerges as the
most cost-effective solution for
achieving 100 per cent renewable
energy.

The LDES Council estimates
that LDES will become a USD 4
trillion industry by 2040, with an
installed capacity potential of

8 TW, the statement said.
This growth is essential for en-

abling solar energy to meet
global electricity demands af-
fordably and reliably.

The report also identified bar-
riers to the widespread adop-
tion of  solar and LDES, including
regulatory challenges, financ-
ing issues, and technical limi-
tations, and proposed solutions
to overcome these hurdles.

"Solar, already the most eco-
nomical source of  new elec-
tricity globally, will further
strengthen its competitive ad-
vantage. Combined with Long
Duration Energy Storage, solar
becomes a continuous, reli-
able 24/7 energy source," stated
Dr. Ajay Mathur, Director
General ISA.

REUTERS

Hyderabad, Dec 5: The US Food
and Drug Administration is in-
specting Dr Reddy’s research
and development centre in the
souther n Indian ci ty  of
Hyderabad, the pharma com-
pany said Tuesday.

“We confirm the commence-
ment of  a USFDA inspection at
our R&D centre (Integrated
Product  Development
Organisation or IPDO),” a
Reddy's spokesperson told
Reuters.

A unit of  Laurus Labs’ sub-
sidiary Laurus Synthesis in
Visakhapatnam in Andhra

Pradesh is also being inspected
by the US drug regulator, ac-
cording to a source familiar with
the matter.

Rivals Sun Pharma’s Dadra
f aci l i ty  and Tor rent
Pharmaceuticals Ltd's oncology
unit are also undergoing FDA in-
spections, CNBC-TV18 reported.

Sun Pharma, Laurus and
Torrent did not immediately
reply to Reuters' requests seek-
ing comment.

Torrent Pharma closed 1.6%
lower following the news, while
Laurus Labs ended 0.9% down.
Sun Pharma and Dr. Reddy's set-
tled 0.7% and 0.4% higher, re-
spectively.

REUTERS

Mumbai, Dec 5: RBI has told
peer-to-peer lending platforms to
halt certain activities after in-
spections found rule violations
and misleading sales practices,
four sources with direct knowl-
edge of  the matter said.

The Reserve Bank of  India,
also the country's banking reg-
ulator, conducted inspections of
at least 10 lenders in the fast-
growing sector between June
and September, said the sources,
all industry executives. They
declined to be identified because
discussions with the reg-
ulator are not public.

They added that
some lenders had
already begun
halting certain
services  and
practices in line
with the central
bank's guidance,
while failure to com-
ply could risk future
penalties or restrictions.

The Reserve Bank of  India
did not respond to a request for
comment. The six largest lend-
ing platforms, of  24 doing busi-
ness in India, also did not re-
spond. The regulators found a
variety of  violations and ques-
tionable practices, including im-
proper relending of  repaid funds
and marketing of  products as
an alternative to bank deposits,
the sources said.

India's regulators have been in-
tensifying their scrutiny of  rap-
idly growing consumer finance
services, including peer-to-peer
lending, which industry execu-
tives estimate is worth 80 billion

to 100 billion rupees ($960 million-
$1.20 billion) in assets under
management. The regulators re-
cently raised capital require-
ments for lenders, including non-
bank financial companies, against
personal loans they give out.

Peer-to-peer lending, which
sidesteps banks and financial
institutions by connecting indi-
vidual lenders with borrowers,
has grown to $407 billion globally
as of  last year, according to a re-
port by Future Market Insight.

But several countries including
China and Indonesia have in re-
cent years curbed the platforms'

activities following large-
scale defaults and con-

sumer complaints.
The regulatory

inspections found
that some Indian
peer-to-peer
lenders  were
boosting their

transaction vol-
umes by improperly

allowing other finan-
cial institutions to lend via

their platforms, one of  the sources
said. The source, a senior exec-
utive at a peer-to-peer lender,
added that the central bank had
told lenders to stop marketing
their platforms as an alterna-
tive to bank deposits, which reg-
ulators determined was mis-sell-
ing. "RBI has categorically told
us not to compare the product
with savings or fixed deposits,"
the source said. The four sources
also said some lenders were au-
tomatically relending funds re-
paid by borrowers without proper
authorisation from the lender,
also a violation of  banking 
regulations.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: Banks have
written off  `10.57 lakh crore
during the last five financial
years, of  which `5.52 lakh crore
was in respect of  loans per-
taining to large industries, the
gover nment infor med the
Parliament Tuesday.

“As per RBI data, scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs)
have written off  an aggre-
gate loan amount of  `10.57
lakh crore during the last five
financial years,” Minister of
State for Finance Bhagwat
Karad said in reply to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha. The
scheduled commercial banks
have also recovered `7.15 lakh
crore of  non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) during the five-
year period.

“Comprehensive steps have
been taken to recover NPAs,
enabled by which, SCBs have
made an aggregate recovery
of  `7,15,507 crore (RBI provi-
sional data for FY 2022-23) in
NPA accounts, including writ-
t e n - o f f  l o a n s ,  d u r i n g  
the last five financial years," 
he said.

In reply to a separate question,
Karad said: “Scheduled com-
mercial banks have written off
an aggregate amount of  `5.52
lakh crore in respect of  loans
pertaining to large industries
and services during the last five
financial years (FYs), i.E. From
FY 2018-19 to FY 2022-23.”

H e  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  
includes `93,874 crore written
off  by all the banks on account
of  fraud during the five-year 
period.

US regulators inspect
Indian pharma majors

Banks write off 
`10.57L cr in 
5 yrs: FinMin

Reserve Bank reins in 
peer-to-peer lending 

75,000 GW solar power by 2050 possible: Report



Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/371593

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

y
y

P12
WEDNESDAY | DECEMBER 6 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 5: India will look
to draw confidence from recent
performances and improve their
disappointing bilateral record
against England when the two
teams face-off  in a three-match
women’s T20I series, starting
here Wednesday.

The Harmanpreet Kaur-led
India have had a successful year
in the shortest format so far,
winning the gold medal in the
Asian Games, an away series
against Bangladesh by 2-1 and
also making it to the final of  the
triangular series in South Africa,
with West Indies as the third
side.

On the other hand, World No.2
England will look to overcome the
disappointment of  losing to Sri
Lanka 1-2 at home.

World No.4 India have a poor
record at home in T20Is as well
as against England in general and
the hosts will hope to come up
with something special.

At home, in nine matches
against England, India have only
two wins to show with their most
recent victory coming more than
five years ago in March 2018
when they won by eight wickets
at the Brabourne Stadium.

In fact, it is India’s overall
record against England which is
also concerning given they only
have seven wins to show from 27
matches.

Additionally, India women’s
last win at home in T20Is came
more than two years ago in
March 2021 when they defeated
South Africa in Lucknow by
nine wickets. Since then, India
have lost four and tied one game
while playing at home.

The series also presents India
an opportunity to improve their
disappointing overall home
record as they only have 19 wins
from 50 T20Is at home with 30
losses and one tied game.

Both India and England were
the semifinalists of  the last T20
World Cup held in South Africa
earlier this year. 

With the next showpiece event

slated for September-October
2024, this series presents an op-
portunity to fine-tune their prepa-
rations for  the edition in
Bangladesh.

While Deepti Sharma has been
India’s most successful bowler
with 19 wickets in 16 matches
with a strike rate of  15.89, it is
the batters who have done a com-
mendable job this year in the
shor test  for mat ,  led  by
Harmanpreet, who has averaged
35.88 to make 323 runs in 13 T20Is
with three fifties.

Jemimah Rodrigues has struck
342 runs in 16 matches at 34.20
with one fifty, while India’s vice-
captain Smriti Mandhana has
topped the charts with 369 runs
in 15 matches with three fifties
while averaging 28.08.

Mandhana also finished as
the sixth-highest run-getter in
‘The Hundred’ Women’s com-
petition with 238 runs in nine
matches, playing a vital role in

Southern Braves’ title win.
Harmanpreet is also coming off
a decent run with the bat in the
recently-concluded Women’s Big
Bash League where she garnered
321 runs in 14 matches.

India have three new faces for
this series with right-ar m
Karnataka spinner Shreyanka
Patil, Punjab’s left-arm spinner
Mannat Kashyap and Bengal’s
Saika Ishaque — another left-
arm spinner — being roped in.

The series between the sen-
ior women’s sides was preceded
by a three-match contest be-
tween their respective ‘A’ teams,
wherein Issy Wong’s all-round
brilliance handed the visitors a
2-1 win.

On spin-friendly and slow sur-
faces, batters from both the teams
struggled largely which indi-
cates this could be a series dom-
inated by spinners and both
India and England have plenty
in their ranks.

Eves aim for better returns 

THE SQUADS
INDIA: Harmanpreet Kaur (C), Smriti
Mandhana (vc), Jemimah Rodrigues,

Shafali Verma, Deepti Sharma,
Yastika Bhatia (wk), Richa Ghosh
(wk), Amanjot Kaur, Shreyanka
Patil, Mannat Kashyap, Saika

Ishaque, Renuka Singh Thakur,
Titas Sadhu, Pooja Vastrakar,

Kanika Ahuja, Minnu Mani.

ENGLAND: Lauren Bell, Maia
Bouchier, Alice Capsey, Charlie
Dean, Sophia Dunkley, Sophie

Ecclestone, Mahika Gaur, Danielle
Gibson, Sarah Glenn, Bess Heath

(wk), Amy Jones (wk), Freya
Kemp, Heather Knight (C), Nat
Sciver-Brunt, Danielle Wyatt.

MATCHDAY
India Women vs England Women

1st T20 International
Time: 7:00 pm

Telecast: Sports 18 Network
Stream: Jio Cinema

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 5: Odisha
had a stunning outing Tuesday
in the Vijay Hazare Trophy one-
day cricket tournament as they
pulled off  a sensational 86-run
win their Group A match at the
KSCA Cricket Ground in Alur.

It was a result anyone would
had expected after Odisha, who
were invited to bat first by
Mumbai  skipper  Ajink ya
Rahane, managed only 199/9 in
their 50 overs. And the credit
must go to Kartik Biswal (64,
98b, 6x4), who was magnificent
with the willow when it mat-
tered the most. 

Odisha were struggling at 16/3
at one stage and later 60/4 in 19
overs. However, the middle-order
comprising Kartik, seasoned
Govind Poddar (39, 54b, 2x4, 1x6)
and Abhishek Raut (35 n o, 37b,
2x4, 2x6) helped the team total go
close to 200. In response, the
bowlers complemented the bat-
ters’ efforts and bundle the Indian
cricket powerhouse for a paltry
113 in 32.3 overs. 

Odisha were 16/3 by the end
of  the seventh over losing their
skipper Shantanu Mishra (1),
experienced Shubhranshu
Senapati (0) and Prabin Luha
(3) cheaply. However, Kartik and
the opener Sandeep Pattnaik
(35, 68b, 3x4, 1x6) held their nerves
and steadied the ship guiding

the team past 50 in the process.
Just when it was looking like

both the batters are set, Sandeep
got out putting Odisha in a spot
of  bother. Former captain Poddar
then joined Kartik at the middle
and the duo stitched together
89 runs for the fifth wicket, which
was later proved to be the turn-
ing point.

Kartik’s wicket brought
Odisha down to 149/5 before
Poddar too perished a couple of
overs later. Odisha then kept los-
ing wickets at regular intervals.
However, Raut remained un-
beaten at one end to take the
team close to a competitive total
giving the bowlers something
to fight for.

However, the Odisha bowlers
turned the 200-run target into
a 400-run one. They didn’t give
any chance to Mumbai batters
to free their arms. The domina-
tion of  Odisha bowlers was such
that the top score for the team
was 24 not out and it was by
their No.11 batter Royston Dias.
The second best was Hardk
Tamore (23).

Debabrata Pradhan (2/20),
Rajesh Mohanty (2/21), Poddar
(2/26) and Abhishek Yadav (2/28)
bagged two wickets apiece, while
skipper Shantanu too bagged a
scalp in his 2-over spell. Despite
being wicketless, Tarini Sa was ex-
cellent throughout his 6-over spell
where he conceded only 12 runs.

Kartik, bowlers help
Odisha sink Mumbai

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kuala Lumpur, Dec 5: Araijeet
Singh Hundal struck a hat-trick
as India dished out a dominant
display to beat South Korea 4-2
in their opening pool match of
the FIH junior men’s hockey
World Cup here Tuesday. India
will next play against Spain. 

Hundal scored in the 11th,
16th and 41st minutes while
Amandeep found the target for
India in the 30th minute in the
Pool C match. Dohyun Lim (38th)
and Minkwon Kim (45th) were
the goal scorers for Korea.

India, who had lost to France
in the bronze-medal match in
the last edition in 2021 in
Bhubaneswar, made a strong
start with Hundal scoring in the
first quarter off  a penalty corner.

The Indians continued their
domination by pumping in two
goals in the second quarter
through Hundal and Amandeep
– both field goals – as they were
3-0 up at the half  time.

Korea pulled one back though
Dohyun midway in the third quar-
ter but India replied soon after
with Hundal completing his hat-
trick with another field goal.

With a 4-1 lead in the match,
the Indians appeared to have
slowed down a bit. The Koreans
pressed for goals and they were
able to reduce the margin with
Minkwon finding the target.

Araijeet hat-trick
secures India win
over South Korea

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 5: Indian
women’s doubles pair, Ashwini
Ponnappa and Tanisha Crasto,
jumped four places to reach
World No.28 in the latest BWF
rankings.

Ashwini, 36, and her 20-year-
old partner Tanisha, who started
playing together only in January
this year, finished runners-up
at the Syed Modi International
Super  300  tour nament  in
Lucknow Sunday. The duo ear-

lier won the Nates International
Challenge and Abu Dhabi
Masters Super 100. 

Priyanshu Rajawat, who had
reached the semi-finals in men’s
singles, also gained a place to
break into the top-30. All other
Indian singles players stayed
static with HS Prannoy (8) re-
maining the top ranked shut-
tler from the country, followed by
PV SIndhu (12), Lakshya Sen
(17) and Kidambi Srikanth (24).

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty occupied the world
number 2 spot, while Treesa
Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand
stayed at 19th position.

Ashwini-Tanisha moves up to 28th 

Smriti Mandhana

Harmanpreet Kaur
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