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Mumbai: Actress Shilpa Shetty, who is set to
star as a cop in Rohit Shetty’s maiden OTT
series, Indian Police Force, said she would
love to have a scenario where women in
India can also portray characters like
Gal Gadot and Scarlett Johansson do,

and even said the
audiences are

ready to see
women

actors
in  act ion
avatars on the
screen.

Unlike Hollywood, there is a dearth
of  female action films in Hindi cin-

ema, says the Indian actress, who
hopes the scenario will change in
the coming future.

“It is because of  the budget that
we don’t make female action films
here, and also, we are still in a male-
dominated society. I would love to
have a scenario where women in
India can also portray charac-
ters like Gal Gadot and Scarlett
Johansson do. I would love to do
a film like Long Kiss Goodnight.
I wish filmmakers would take
this opportunity now, as good
content  is  being made.
Whether it is for OTT or films,
people are ready for this,” the
Sukhee actress told PTI.

According to Shilpa, her role
was originally intended for a
male actor, but the filmmaker
decided to cast her instead.
“I’m the only female cop in
the cop universe that he sets
in the series. He has treated
the character as a character
and not made any changes
as per the gender, which is
brilliant,” she said.

“It was so well-written, and
it was tough on paper, and
even tougher as an artist to
portray. She is a hard nut to
crack. She is in a senior po-
sition, assertive, and au-
thoritative. So, it’s an amaz-
ing part to sink your teeth
into,” she concluded. PTI

Mumbai: Though neither
Ananya Panday nor Aditya Roy
Kapur have confessed their re-
lationship, in a recent interview,
actress Ananya spoke about the
kind of  movie she would want
to do with Roy Kapur and also
talked about her tendency to
place her self-worth in the hands
of  others and her qual-
ities as a girlfriend.

During the in-
terview, the Liger
actress was asked
about the possi-
bility of  work-
ing with Aditya
Roy Kapur in
one of  his
films.

After a mo-
ment of  contem-
plation, she ex-

pressed her interest in a light-
hearted romantic comedy like OK
Jaanu. She cited the fun at-
mosphere on the film set and
highlighted the scarcity of  such
light-hearted rom-coms in re-
cent times.

Further, during the conver-
sation, she was also asked if  she

puts her self-worth in the hands
of  others, and the actress ad-

mitted being a people-
pleaser. She said that she
tends to place her self-
worth in the hands of  var-

ious people, not just her
partner. Acknowledging
her inclination as a people-

pleaser, she emphasised her
desire for others, including

directors, family, friends, and
audiences, to perceive her pos-

itively. Recognising this trait,
she expressed the

need to act upon it.
She also shared

insights into her
qualities as a girl-
friend, admitting
that possessive-
ness is a trait she
dislikes about her-

self  in that role.
Additionally, she ac-

knowledged occa-
sionally engaging in

activities she may not
prefer simply to align

with her partner’s in-
terests. On the positive

side, she described
herself  as pro-

tective and
consistently

supportive in
a relation-

ship.
AGENCIES

DAN LEVY TURNED DOWN
KEN’S ROLE IN BARBIE

leisure
Actor and co-creator of Schitt’s Creek, Dan
Levy, recalls turning down the role of one of
the Kens in Greta Gerwig’s Barbie film, which
ended up being a box office success and a
nominee and winner of several awards, due
to a scheduling conflict.

Singer-actress Selena Gomez is a true fan of Ariana
Grande’s music. The Only Murders in the Building
actress made a guest DJ appearance on ‘SiriusXM
Hits 1’ and gushed about how the Thank U, Next
singer has a catalogue of songs that always put her
in a great mood and makes her feel empowered.
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AQUARIUS
Today, you will understand
the value of your job. You
decide to do away with
everything that has been hampering your
work till now. You realise you need to set
some long-term goals in your career.
Grab the opportunity while the intention
lasts, says Ganesha.

PISCES
Your inherent talents, com-
petitive colleagues and sup-
portive superiors will spur
you on to great heights at the workplace,
beginning today. Make sure that you do
not get carried away by little victories,
says Ganesha. There is many a slip
between the cup and the lip!

SAGITTARIUS
Friendship with a few like-
minded people is likely to
develop today. You shall
spend a large share of your time dis-
cussing issues like attitude, beliefs
and values. Those with you will enjoy
sharing their ideas and opinions, and
casting them in a new mould.

LIBRA
Get a bigger wallet, since it
is very likely that today shall
prove to be a money-making
day for you. It might be through some
sort of a partnership deal that this may
happen, predicts Ganesha. Destiny lends
you a helping hand and guides you in
your goals. But it is your sentiments that
may darken your thoughts today. Don't
stress yourself out too much, and try and
keep your expectations under control. 

SCORPIO
Two words will define your
day — eloquence and ele-
gance. Sweet talk and com-
pliments may take you a long way, but do
not become complacent and get carried
away with your success. Sometimes, saying
the right thing may be more beneficial than
saying what the other person wants to hear.
Communicate carefully, advises Ganesha.

LEO
If you are wondering
whether you'll get the car-
rot or the stick today, then
Ganesha has some good news for you:
the day promises to bring only rewards
for you. This will be especially true for
your workplace, where your innate tal-
ents get recognised today. 

VIRGO
A sudden bend in the journey
of life is important to under-
stand it better, says
Ganesha. Excellence will drone on
throughout the day today. Top on the list
are money matters and your loved ones –
not necessarily in that order! Much of your
time may be spent in appeasing the Gods.

GEMINI
You will tend to be religiously
inclined today, feels Ganesha.
For this purpose, you may
spend some time visiting a temple, mosque
or church. You are also likely to go shopping,
and chances are that this too is for a religious
purpose. May God bless you, says Ganesha.

CANCER
Today, you will be at the centre
of all your plans. Your respon-
sibilities at home are likely to
be unnecessary digressions for you, with your
help-yourself-only attitude. However, you
may feel that you are not getting enough
returns of your hard work. Ganesha advises
you to become more responsible at home,
and your family's love and affection will make
up for the insufficient returns.

ARIES
Today, you may be stumped
by some mysterious and
wonderful event. That, or
you may encounter an unexpected yet
advantageous incident. It may not exactly
be path-breaking, but it is sure to make
you take stock of things. Also, you may
find it difficult to meet deadlines today.
Nevertheless, let people know how
important your work is, says Ganesha.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Hoist the sails and prepare to
leave port. Your sugar-coated
words will seal business deals
with ease, predicts Ganesha. The activity
and action may slow down as the day pro-
gresses. Resist the urge to get sentimental
as it could lead to conflicts that will haunt
you in the days to come, warns Ganesha.

CAPRICORN
Paradise is where patience
leads you, success is the
other terminus, says
Ganesha. Keeping your cool will benefit
you in more ways than you would have
imagined, so think twice before you
unleash your vengeance on your foes.
You are also likely to have a heart-to-
heart conversation with your beloved
and make him/her feel wanted. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

SELENA FEELS EMPOWERED 
BY ARIANA GRANDE’S MUSIC 

Mumbai: In a surprise for fans,
The Academy shared a video
clip of  a song from the 1995 film
Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge.
Taking to Instagram Saturday,
The Academy posted a brief
video from the song Mehndi
Laga Ke Rakhna, featuring Shah
Rukh Khan and Kajol. It also
called the film ‘classic’.

Posting  the  video,  T he
Academy wrote, “Shah Rukh
Khan and Kajol are performing
the classic song Mehndi Laga
Ke Rakhna from 1995’s Dilwale
Dulhania Le Jayenge.”

Reacting to the post, a fan said,
“The Academy posting this

makes me emotional. These two
have contributed so much to

Bollywood, and I look forward to
the day that they are honoured

as well!” “DDLJ is the longest-
running movie in the history of
Indian cinema. Legacy of  Shah
Rukh Khan,” wrote an Instagram
user.

Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge
is a 1995 musical romance film
written and directed by Aditya
Chopra in his directorial debut
and produced by Yash Chopra’s
Yash Raj Films. The film starred
Shah Rukh Khan and Kajol in
lead roles and also starred Amrish
Puri, Farida Jalal, Satish Shah,
Himani Shivpuri, Anupam Kher,
Parmeet Sethi, and Mandira Bedi,
among others.

AGENCIES

GLOBAL HONOUR FOR INDIAN MOVIE

ACADEMY RECOGNITION FOR DDLJ

Ananya admits being 
a people-pleaser

Mumbai :  Actor Sidhar th Malhotra,  in an 
exclusive interview emphasised his preference for 
allowing his work to speak for itself  rather than 
depending on public relations efforts to build an
aura.

During the chat, he was questioned about his 
deliberate and calm approach to his career, 
especially in comparison to his contemporaries, who
often make numerous announcements.

In response, the Shershaah actor shared, “It’s been
almost 11 years now, so after the first few years, you

realise that even-
tually, it’s what you
bring on screen that
matters. The pre-
vious chatter is not
really relevant be-

cause you can build up as much as you want. You could
be vocal, showcasing ‘I’ve got this, this, and this to-
gether,’ ‘this is what I can do.’ I believe in demonstrating
what one can do, and there is a sense of  confidence
and security in knowing that you bring something valu-
able to the table, something that lends itself  to the larger
screen and a particular tonality of  action.”

He attributed his mindset to learnings from the ini-
tial years of  his career, drawing on his background
and upbringing. The SOTY actor emphasised the
importance of  staying focused on one’s work and
not getting distracted by external factors. He stressed
that the key lies in delivering a good performance and
being in sync with directors. Rather than building up
a certain PR image or an aura beforehand, the Mission
Majnu actor finds it more effective to come up with
the content and receive genuine responses.

In conclusion, he expressed, “To me, a closed fist
is stronger.” AGENCIES

SID WANTS HIS 
WORK TO SPEAK 

Shilpa
for more

female actors
in action
avatars



Academy tribute
The Academy surprises fans by
sharing Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge’s
song Mehndi Laga Ke Rakhna on
Instagram, calling it a ‘classic’

LEISURE

DAVOS 2024
National security advisors of several
countries meet to discuss a peace
formula for Ukraine and pushed for
early restoration of peace 

INTERNATIONAL | P8

Chirag, Satwik lose
Chirag Shetty and Satwik 
Rankireddy lose in the doubles 
final of the Malaysian Open to 
their Chinese opponents  

SPORTS | BACK PAGE

ONGC’s deep-water win
In a big push for India’s energy
security, ONGC has discovered two
significant natural gas reserves in
the Mahanadi basin block 

BUSINESS | P9

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

y
y

BHUBANESWAR | MONDAY JANUARY 15 | 2024www.orissapost.com

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

No, sir. We’re not here for the longest
bridge. Just wanted to experience the

country’s costliest toll

WEATHER

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

BBSR CTC

29.6° 27.5°
16.3° 15.0°
77% 75%
Nil Nil

FORECAST

DRY WEATHER
VERY LIKELY
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Male, Jan 14:  Maldivian
President Mohamed Muizzu has
asked India to withdraw its mil-
itary personnel from his coun-
try by March 15, a senior official
here said Sunday, nearly two
months after Male sought their
removal. According to the lat-
est government figures, there
are 88 Indian military personnel
in the Indian Ocean archipel-
agic nation.

In a press briefing, Abdulla
Nazim Ibrahim, the public pol-
icy secretary at the President’s
Office, said that President Muizzu
has formally asked India to with-
draw its military personnel by
March 15, the SunOnline news-
paper reported.

The Indian government did
not immediately confirm the
media report or comment on it.

“Indian military personnel
cannot stay in the Maldives. This
is the policy of  President Dr
Mohamed Muizzu and that of
this administration,” he said.

Maldives and India have set up
a high-level core group to nego-
tiate the withdrawal of  troops.
The group held its first meet-
ing at the Foreign Ministry

Headquarters in Male Sunday
morning.

The meeting was also attended
by Indian High Commissioner
Munu Mahawar, the report said.
Nazim confirmed the meeting
and said the agenda for the meet-
ing was the request to withdraw
troops by March 15.

Soon after taking oath as the
President of  the Maldives
November 17 last year, Muizzu,
who is regarded as a pro-China
leader, formally requested India
to withdraw its military per-
sonnel from his country, saying
the Maldivian people have given
him a ‘strong mandate’ to make
this request to New Delhi.

The request for the withdrawal
of  Indian military personnel

comes amid a row between the
two nations in the backdrop of
derogatory comments posted by
three deputy ministers of  the
Muizzu government against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Muizzu suspended the three
ministers after their social
media postings, which stirred
concern in India and calls for a
boycott by Indian tourists who
ranked highest in numbers fol-
lowed by Russia.  Chinese
tourists figured third.

Withdraw troops by
March 15: Maldives

100 DAYS OF WAR: With the US Capitol in the background, demonstrators rally during the ‘March on Washington for Gaza’ at Freedom Plaza in Washington, as the Israel-Hamas war 
completed 100 days AP/PTI

AGENCIES

Copenhagen, Jan 14: Denmark’s
prime minister proclaimed
Frederik X as king Sunday after
his mother Queen Margrethe II
formally signed her abdication,
with massive crowds turning
out to rejoice in the throne pass-
ing from a beloved monarch to
her popular son.

Margrethe, 83, is the first
Danish monarch to voluntarily
relinquish the throne in nearly
900 years. Many thousands of
people gathered outside the palace
where the royal succession was
taking place, the mood jubilant
as the Nordic nation experienced
the first royal succession in more
than a half-century, and one not

caused by the death of  a monarch.
Wearing a magenta outfit,

Margrethe signed her abdication
during a meeting with the Danish
Cabinet at the Christiansborg
Palace,  a  vast  complex in
Copenhagen that houses the Royal
Reception Rooms and Royal
Stables as well as the Danish
Parliament, the prime minister’s
office and the Supreme Court.

Prime Minister  Mette
Frederiksen next proclaimed
Frederik king from the balcony
of  the palace before thousands
of  people. The abdication docu-
ment was presented to Margrethe
as she sat at a massive table cov-
ered in red cloth around which
royals and members of  the
Danish government were seated.

Frederik, who was in a cere-
monial military uniform adorned
with medals, sat beside her. After
signing it, Margrethe rose and
gestured to Frederik to take her

place. “God save the king,” she
said as she left the room.

The abdication leaves Denmark
with two queens; Margrethe 
keeps her title while Frederik’s

Australian-born wife becomes
Queen Mary. Frederik and Mary’s
eldest son Christian, 18, has be-
come crown prince and heir to
the throne. Christian handed

M a r g r e t h e  h e r  w a l k i n g  
stick as she de parted her 
abdication ceremony.

Citing health issues, Margrethe
announced on New Year’s Eve
that she would step down, stun-
ning a nation that had expected
her to live out her days on the
throne, as is tradition in the
Danish monarchy. Margrethe
underwent major back surgery
last February and didn’t return
to work until April.

Even the PM was unaware of
the queen’s intentions until right
before the announcement.
Margrethe had informed Frederik
and his younger brother Joachim
just three days earlier, the
Berlingske newspaper wrote, 
citing the royal palace.

Denmark gets new King after Queen’s historic abdication

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: The
Commissionerate Police has ar-
rested a former lecturer for cheat-
ing a contractor of  more than ̀ 7
lakh by impersonating a senior
IPS officer and Superintendent of
Police (SP) in the state Vigilance
department, said Goutam Kisan,
the ACP Zone-V Sunday.

The police have identified the
accused as Manoj Kumar Majhi
(34) of  Krushnaprasad area in
Puri district.

On May 31, 2023,
Manoj  Kumar
Choudhury,  a  
native of  Rayagada 
district, filed a com-
plaint at the Cyber
Police Station in
Bhubaneswar that
an unknown person had duped
him of  `7,60,000. Based on the
complaint, the Cyber Police reg-
istered a case and launched an
investigation into the matter.
Police later nabbed Majhi near
his village and seized `2.6 lakh
in cash, six ATM cards and other
incriminating materials from
his possession.

“The accused contacted the
complainant, Choudhury, a con-
tractor, over telephone identify-
ing himself  as a senior IPS offi-
cer and the SP in the Vigilance

department. During the conver-
sation, he told Choudhury that
several projects of  the Vigilance
department would start soon 
and asked him whether he was 
interested in doing the building
work,” ACP Kisan said.

When Choudhury expressed
his interest in the building work
of  the Vigilance Divisional Office
at Therubali and Rayagada, 
Majhi asked him to pay `5 lakh
as advance which he paid ac-
cordingly in April last year. Later,
he again took `2.6 lakh from

Choudhury to help
him get the build-
ings’ contract after
a few days. However,
he later started avoid-
ing Choudhury fol-
lowing the receipt of
the advance money

and also switched off  his mobile
phone. Finding no other way,
Choudhury finally lodged a com-
plaint with the police.

“The accused Majhi used to
work as the psychology lecturer 
at a college in Udala area of
Mayurbhanj district. However,
later he started cheating people
through various means. We have
so far found his involvement in
five other cases of  cheating in-
cluding one case registered by the
Economic Offence Wing of  the
state crime branch,” added Kisan.

Deora quits Congress,
joins Shinde-led Sena
AGENCIES

Mumbai, Jan 14: In a setback
for Congress in Mumbai ahead
of  Lok Sabha polls, former Union
minister Milind Deora Sunday
quit the party to ‘walk the path
of  development’ and joined the
Shiv Sena led by Chief  Minister
Eknath Shinde, ending a 55 years
old association of  the Deora fam-
ily with the Grand Old Party.

With Deora resigning just be-
fore the start of  the Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra, the Congress alleged
that the timing of  the an-
nouncement of  his departure
from the party was determined
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for headline management
to counter the yatra, and asserted
that it would have no impact.

The former Mumbai South
MP announced his decision to re-
sign from the primary mem-
bership of  the party on social
media platform X in the morn-
ing hours Sunday.

“Today marks the conclusion
of  a significant chapter in my po-
litical journey. I have tendered my
resignation from the primary
membership of  the Congress,
ending my family’s 55-year re-
lationship with the party. I am
grateful to all leaders, colleagues
and karyakartas for their un-
wavering support over the years,”
Deora stated. In the afternoon,
Deora joined the Shiv Sena in the
presence of  Eknath Shinde in a
function at Varsha, the official
residence of  the chief  minister.

Muizzu’s party loses
Mayoral poll in Male

In a setback to Maldives President
Mohamed Muizzu, the pro-India

opposition Maldivian Democratic
Party (MDP) has secured a landslide
victory in the capital Male’s Mayoral
election. The MDP candidate, Adam
Azim, has been elected as the new
mayor of Male, a post held by
Muizzu till recently. Muizzu resigned
from the position to contest the
presidential elections last year. The
Maldives media reported Azim's win
as a “landslide” and “victory by a
large margin”. The poll on Saturday
was marked by a low turnout,
according to reports.

AGENCIES

Thoubal, Jan 14: Terming
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
10-year governance as “anyay
kaal” (period of  injustice),
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
Sunday embarked on the Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra from Manipur’s
Thoubal district with a prom-
ise to bring peace and harmony
in the ethnic violence-hit state. 

The violence that broke out in
the northeastern state in May last
year has claimed more than 180
lives and rendered thousands
homeless. 

Addressing a public meeting
in Thoubal, which is south of
Manipur capital Imphal, Gandhi
also hit out at PM Modi, saying
perhaps for the BJP and the RSS,
Manipur was not a part of  India.

“Lakhs of  people faced losses,
but the Prime Minister has not
come here to wipe your tears,
hold your hand or embrace you.
Maybe for Narendra Modi, the
BJP and the RSS, Manipur is
not a part of  India. Your pain is
not their pain,” Gandhi said.

“We understand the pain that
the people of  Manipur have been
through, we understand the
hurt, the sadness. We will bring
back harmony, peace and af-
fection for which this state was
known,” he said.

The yatra will cover a distance
of  6,713 km, straddling 100 Lok
Sabha constituencies and 337 as-
sembly segments and covering 110
districts. It will conclude in
Mumbai March 20 after 67 days.

Earlier, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge also slammed
the prime minister, saying that he
came to the northeastern state
only to seek votes and not to
share the grief  when the people
of  the state are in pain.

“Modi has time to drive by
the sea, take a dip in the sea but
has not come to Manipur. Modi
keeps chanting ‘Ram, Ram’, but
he should not do it to seek votes.
The BJP mixes religion and pol-
itics, and incites people,” he said
at the launch of  the yatra.

“The BJP has ‘Ram’ on its lips
but carries a knife by their side.
They should not have such an ap-
proach towards people,” the
Congress president said.

Will bring back peace,
says Rahul in Manipur

Parikrama: Jan 17
declared holiday 
Bhubaneswar: The Odisha government
has declared January 17, the day of the
dedication of Srimandir Parikrama
Prakalpa in Puri, as a public holiday. 
All government offices, schools and
colleges of the state will be closed
Wednesday, the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) said in a statement. Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik has
announced this to facilitate people’s
participation in the inauguration of the
Jagannath temple heritage corridor
project at Puri, it said.

Fog disrupts flight
operations in Delhi
New Delhi: A total of 10 flights were
diverted, nearly 100 delayed and some
cancelled at the Delhi airport Sunday
morning as low visibility conditions
due to dense fog disrupted operations.
An official said a total of 10 flights,
including 2 international flights, were
diverted to Jaipur between 4.30am and
12 noon. Nearly 100 flights, including
overseas services, were delayed and
some of the flights cancelled due to
the bad weather, the official said.
Through social media, airlines 
said their flight schedules might be
impacted due to adverse weather 
conditions.  P7

SHORT TAKES

Ex-lecturer poses as 
Vig SP in `7.6L fraud

BHARAT JODO NYAY YATRA BEGINS

World’s first Australian-born queen
For the first time, Aussies found themselves witnessing one of

their own, Princess Mary of Denmark, rise to the rank of queen
when her husband, Crown Prince Frederik, was proclaimed king of
the Nordic nation Sunday. Mary’s unlikely journey from a law
student in Tasmania to European royalty as the world’s first
Australian-born queen has captivated Danes and Australians alike
for over two decades. The then Mary Donaldson was 28 years old
and working as a real estate agent when her chance meeting with
the Danish prince occurred at a Sydney pub during the 2000
Olympics. The announcement of their engagement in 2003 marked
the beginning of what is considered in Australia a fairytale
romance, and her succession to the title of queen consort has
many Australians brimming with excitement and anticipation.
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Researchers find that obe-
sity may increase the risk
of  developing multiple

myeloma -- a blood cancer of  the
plasma cells -- by more than 70
per cent.

Smoking habits and exercise
may also impact one’s likelihood
of  developing multiple myeloma,
said the team from Massachusetts
General Hospital in the US.

The research published in
Blood Advances revealed that
individuals with obesity are
more likely to have monoclonal
gammopathy of  undetermined
significance (MGUS) -- a benign
blood condition that often pre-

cedes multiple myeloma.
“While significant advance-

ments have been made in ther-
apeutics for multiple myeloma,
it remains an incurable disease,
often diagnosed after patients
have already experienced end-
organ damage,” explained David
Lee, from Massachusetts General
Hospital.

The team enrolled 2,628 indi-
viduals from across the US who
were at elevated risk of  devel-
oping multiple myeloma, based
on self-identified race and fam-
ily history of  hematologic ma-
lignancies, between February
2019 and March 2022.

They found that being obese
was associated with 73 per
cent higher odds of  having
MGUS, compared to individ-
uals with normal weights.
This association remained un-
changed when accounting for
physical activity.

However, highly active indi-
viduals (defined as doing the

equivalent of  running or jog-
ging 45-60 minutes per day or
more) were less likely to have
MGUS even after adjusting for
BMI class, whereas those who re-
ported heavy smoking and short
sleep were more likely to also
have detectable levels of  MGUS.

MGUS, characterised by an
abnormal protein produced by

plasma cells, is a known pre-
cursor to multiple myeloma.
Most people with MGUS exhibit
no significant symptoms and
are not immediately ill. Rather,
the presence of  MGUS serves
as a warning to monitor for the
potential development of  more
critical conditions, like multi-
ple myeloma, that MGUS can
turn into.

“These results guide our future
research in understanding the in-
fluence of  modifiable risk factors,
such as weight, exercise, and
smoking, on cancer risk,” ex-
plained Lee.

“Before we can develop effec-
tive preventative health strate-
gies to lower the risk of  serious
diseases like multiple myeloma,
we first need to better under-
stand the relationship between
MGUS and potentially modifiable
risk factors like obesity.”

IANS

Obesity may up risk of blood cancer by over 70% 
The research published in Blood Advances 

revealed that individuals with obesity are more 
likely to have monoclonal gammopathy of 

undetermined significance (MGUS) -- a benign blood
condition that often precedes multiple myeloma

LEGALLY SPEAKING: Orissa High Court Bar Association president Dharanidhar Nayak addresses the All Odisha Bar Association Meet 2024 organised at Convention
Hall of the Association in Cuttack, Sunday OP PHOTO

AFFIDAVIT
I, NILOFAR NASRIN wife
of  Sk. Samsuj Zama, At-
Galapolo Road, Aradbajar,
PS- Sahadevkhunta, Dist-
Balasore, Odisha, Pin-
756001 declare by this
affidavit No.240, Dated
10.01.2024 that now
onwards I shall be known
as NILOFER NASRIN for
all future purposes. 

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: The de-
composed body of  a hotelier was
found wrapped in a blanket at his
residence in the Balianta area lo-
cated  on the  outskir ts  of
Bhubaneswar late Saturday
evening.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Biswajit Nayak, 43, of
Sagua village in Balakati area
under Balianta police limits.
The victim owns a restaurant
in VSS Nagar.

It is suspected that an un-
known miscreant murdered
him and later wrapped his body
in the blanket before fleeing
from the spot.

Sources claimed that Biswajit’s
father along with his second
wife and sons stays in another
house at the same village while

the deceased’s mother has been
residing in Puri.

“The deceased Biswajit was
staying alone for the past two
years after his wife reportedly
eloped with another youth. His
nine-year-old son has been study-
ing at a residential school in
Puri. On Saturday morning, the
deceased’s younger brother who
was working at Dhamra in
Bhadrak district tried to con-
tact his brother over phone but
Biswajit neither picked up the
phone nor replied to the mes-
sages sent by his brother,” said
a police official.

Suspecting something wrong,
the deceased's  brother on
Saturday evening reportedly
asked his step brother staying in
Bhubaneswar to check why the
deceased wasn’t responding to his
calls. His step brother who im-

mediately rushed to the spot
found putrid smell emanating
from the room. Upon being in-
formed, police reached the spot
and recovered the body wrapped
in the blood-stained blanket.

The police team, along with the
scientific team and dog squad,
has launched an investigation
into the matter.

Meanwhile, a 35-year-old
woman who was reportedly
staying at Biswajit’s house as
a caretaker for the last around
four months is absent for the
last few days. Locals claimed
that she was seen leaving the
village on Friday.

“The body has some injury
marks on the face but no stabbing
injuries on any part of  the body.
We suspect that someone hit his
forehead with a heavy object
like a wooden log. The actual
reasons for his death can only be
ascertained after the receipt of
the postmortem report. The in-
vestigation is on into the matter,”
said Jubaraj Swain, the Inspector
In-Charge (IIC) of  Balianta po-
lice station.

Bizman’s decomposed body 
found, murder suspected

The deceased has been
identified as Biswajit
Nayak, 43, of Sagua 
village in Balakati area
under Balianta 
police limits

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: 5T and
Nabin Odisha Chairman Kartik
Pandian visited the pilgrim town
of  Puri Sunday and inspected dif-
ferent works of  the Srimandir
Parikrama Prakalpa ahead of
its inauguration January 17.

During his early morning visit
to the seaside pilgrim town,
Pandian inspected the sites of
Srimandir Parikrama Prakalpa,

Shree Marga, Shree Jagannatha
Vihar, Shree Setu, Samanga
Parking and facilities being cre-
ated for the devotees.

The 5T Chairman inspected all
elements of  Parikrama and in-
structed the officials concerned
to ensure regular cleaning and
security. He also inspected Shree
Marga, Shree Jagannath Ballav
Vihar, Shree Setu and Samanga
Parking and discussed the
smooth arrival and movement of
pilgrims from Samanga Parking
to the Parikrama.

Pandian also reviewed the ex-
hibition arena and discussed on
the themes to be displayed.

During the visit, Collector, SP,
MD OBCC and other senior of-
ficials of  the district adminis-
tration and executing agency
were present.

5T Chairman visits pilgrim town
Kartik Pandian inspected
all elements of Srimandir
Parikrama and instructed
the officials concerned to
ensure regular cleaning

and security

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: Joining
the concluding day of  Krushi
Odisha 2024 as the chief  guest
here Sunday, Governor Raghubar
Das urged women farmers to
use modern machinery and
asked the Women Self  Help
Groups (SHGs) to focus on bet-
ter packaging and marketing of
their products. 

“Development of  rural areas
will accelerate the development
of  the country and Odisha will
become a prosperous state by
2047,” he said at valedictory func-
tion of  the farmers’ event or-
ganised by state Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare department.

Das further said that the de-

velopment of  any country is not
possible without the involve-
ment of  women. “The contri-
bution of  the women of  our
country is unparalleled all over
the world. More and more women
farmers are now engaged in agri-
culture, animal husbandry, fish-
eries, etc. Productivity has in-
creased due to the increased
emphasis on agriculture. That is
why the state government is get-
ting the Krushi Karman Award.
It is a matter of  pride for the
people of  the state,” he said.

“Women farmers, who have
been deprived of  benefits be-
cause they don't own the land,
have contributed immensely to
development of  the sector. In

tribal areas, the contribution of
women is much higher than that
of  men,” Das said.

Speaking on the occasion,
Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare
Minister Ranendra Pratap Swain
said, “The Krushi Machinery
Fair will be organised at the
block level in the coming days.
Earlier, the fair organized at the
sub-division level has been very
successful. About ̀ 1,400 crore of
machinery transactions have
been done and subsidies worth
`500 crore have been transferred.
The state government is focusing
on giving money to farmers, gen-
erating employment and in-
creasing production.”

During the event, several
m e m o r a n d u m s  o f  u n d e r -
standings (MoUs) were signed
between premier institutions
of  agriculture and other fields,
to cater to a wide range of
needs, starting from training
of  women farmers to increas-
ing their income.

Bhubaneswar: The Primary School
Teachers’ Association in Odisha has
threatened to go on strike again
from January 29 if the state
government fails to fulfil their
three-point charter of demands.
Speaking to media persons on
Sunday, president of the
Association Brahmananda
Maharana said following their
strike in September, 2023, an inter-
ministerial committee had assured
of taking steps for fulfilling the
demands by December. But the
government has failed to take any
steps on its assurance of meeting
the demands. “We will wait till
January 27 for the government
action on our demands. If no step is
taken till then, we will again resort
to agitation from January 29,”
Maharana said. As part of the
agitation, hundreds of teachers
from across the state will assembly
at the Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar
and stage a demonstration, he
added. The teachers’ demands
include equal pay for equal work,
abolition of the new pension
scheme and adoption of the old
one and counting the contractual
teachers as regular staff by paying
them six-year’s increment.
Maharana said if the government
does not initiate any step after our
agitation January 29, the teachers
will intensify the strike all over the
state. It may be noted that the
primary school teachers had
resorted to mass leave for around
10 days in September last year to
press their demands. 

KRUSHI ODISHA 2024 

Focus on product packaging 
& marketing: Guv to SHGs
Das said that development

of any country is not 
possible without the

involvement of women

SKETCHING SKILL: Students participate in drawing competition organised by AIDSO at Railway Settlement High
School in Cuttack, Sunday OP PHOTO

Primary school
teachers threaten
stir from Jan 29

Rly Min reviews
Cuttack station
Bhubaneswar: Union Railways,
Communications and Information
and Technology Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw Sunday inspected the
Bhadrak-Bhubaneswar railway
section to review safety and traffic
facilities and take stock of the
ongoing infrastructure work.
During the inspection, he advised
officials to complete the
infrastructure related projects in
time to avail passengers the best of
amenities. Later, Vaishnaw visited
the Cuttack and Bhubaneswar
railway stations and reviewed
progress of the ongoing
infrastructural works for
redevelopment of these stations as
per global standards. Vaishnaw
expressed his happiness over the
progress of the construction work.
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Sonepur, Jan 14: A total of  19
new in-stream storage struc-
tures (ISS) will be built in the
state to keep the water supply
constant in the Mahanadi and
other rivers during the summer
and winter seasons, sources in-
formed here Sunday. The in-
stream structures will be built
at a cost of  `10,000 crore. Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik will
lay the foundation stones for all
the projects through video con-
ferencing, January 20. 

The ISS projects will come up
in 13  districts.  T hey are
Subarnapur, Bargarh, Bolangir,
Boudh, Kalahandi, Sambalpur,
Jajpur, Bhadrak, Kendrapara,
Keonjhar, Khurda, Puri and
Sundargarh.

In the first phase, an ISS will
be built at Godhaneshwar under
Bir maharajpur  block of
Subarnapur district and another
near Khairamal under Kantamal
block of  Boudh district. The two
projects will be built at a cost
of  ̀ 1,950 crore. The projects con-
structed on Mahanadi riverbed
will provide huge relief  to res-
idents in Subarnapur and Boudh
districts.  

Administrative officials of
both the districts are on their toes
for the foundation stone laying
ceremony after a letter from
Bhakta Ranjan Mohanty, engi-
neer-in-chief  of  Water Resources
de par tment  was  issued 
January 10. 

Subarnapur District Collector
Bimalendu Ray and SP Amaresh
Kumar Panda visi ted
Godhaneshwar Sunday to take
stock of  the situation. A function
will be held at Jatesingha High
School  g round under
Birmaharajpur block for inau-
guration of  the Godhaneshwar
project.  

The Water Resources depart-
ment had floated a tender for
the purpose in August, last year
after its proposal for construction
of  ISS received the approval of
the Odisha government. 

It should be stated here that the
Mahanadi river is known as the
lifeline of  Odisha. Water flow
in the Mahanadi has drastically
declined during the non-mon-
soon season af ter  the
Chhattisgarh government con-
structed multiple barrages on
the upstream of  the river. 

Earlier, the Odisha govern-
ment had prepared a master

plan to utilise the water of
Mahanadi river and its distrib-
utaries. It had planned to con-
struct multiple barrages in
Mahanadi river in 2017. After a
preliminary survey, the techni-
cal advisory committee also gave
its approval to the projects.
However, the implementation of
the projects got delayed due to 
unknown reasons. 

Later, Sonepur MLA and for-
mer Finance Minister Niranjan
Pujari while presenting the
budget for FY 2023-24 had an-
nounced constr uction of
Godhaneshwar and Khairamal
barrage projects. 

A detailed project report (DPR)
worth `1024.81 crore was pre-
pared for construction of  ISS at
Godhaneshwar. Simalrly, the
Water Resources department in
Boudh had prepared a detailed
DPR  worth ̀ 925.59 crore for con-
struction the of  ISS at Khairamal. 

However, implementation of
the projects got delayed due to
lack of  administrative clear-
ance. However, it got a short in
the arm when 5T and Nabin
Odisha Chair man Kar tik
Pandian visited Boudh district
recently. He visited the confluence
of  Mahanadi and Tel rivers at
Rameswar and took stock of
Khairamal project. He assured
that the projects will soon re-
ceive administrative clearance. 

Notably, the Godhaneshwar
project will be bigger than
Khiaramal project. The projects
when completed will help in in-
crease in groundwater level,
water conservation, drinking
water supply, fish cultivation,
tourism, supply of  water to in-
dustrial plants and growth of
hotel industries. 

19 ISS structures on Mahanadi
Projects to ensure supply of water to the river during non-monsoon seasons 
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Paradip, Jan 14: A crew of  the
Vietnamese cargo ship, which
had been detained following the
seizure of  cocaine worth `220
crore at the port here, was injured
after he fell into the sea Sunday,
police said.

Twenty-one Vietnamese crew
members have been detained on
the ship, which is anchored 4-5km
away from the port under the
supervision of  the Customs de-
partment.

Police said around 3.00am, the
crew member fell into the sea
from the ship. However, it was not
clear immediately whether he ac-
cidentally fell into the sea, at-
tempted suicide or tried to escape,
police said.

“After getting information
about the incident, we rushed
to the spot and rescued him. He
was first admitted to the port

hospital and later shifted to a
private hospital in Bhubaneswar,”
said Santosh Kumar Jena, the
sub-divisional police officer
(SDPO) of  Paradip.

Jena informed that the crew
member sustained injuries on his
face and hand. He added that
the condition of  the person is sta-
ble. “An investigation is under-
way to ascertain how the per-
son fell into the sea,” Jena stated.

However, various other sources

indicated that the person had
tried to die by suicide. However,
he failed to do so, due to the prompt
rescue work carried out by the peo-
ple present in other ships close to
the seized vessel.

In the biggest drug haul in
Odisha, 22kg of  cocaine was
seized from the ship December
1. The ship, ‘MV Debi’, reached
here from Indonesia on the way
to Denmark. Since then the ship
has remained here.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Jan 14: Speculations
about the political future of  five-time
MP Jual Oram is on the rise.
Discussions are raging from all
quarters that he may not be nomi-
nated again to contest on an MP
ticket. Instead he may be asked to
contest as a BJP candidate from
an Assembly constituency in
Sundargarh district. 

There can be no doubt that the
Sundargarh Lok Sabha constituency
is the cynosure of  all eyes. Despite
Oram being a heavyweight candi-
date, other BJP leaders have the
opinion that none are bigger than
the part. A senior BJP leader, who
attended the two-day party con-
clave here recently said, “BJP has
proved time and again that we cre-

ate political leaders. So more than
the person, it is the party as a whole
which matters.”

Other sources also indicated that in
the recent past there have been some
deliberations regarding Oram’s nom-

inations.  MLA Kusum Tete’s name has
been doing the rounds as the MP can-
didate of  the BJP. A few months back
Shankar Oram, the Biramitrapur
MLA, also expressed his desire to
contest as on an MP ticket.

Some insiders pointed out that the
usual confidence and flamboyance
associated with Oram have been
missing for some time now. In the
recent past, Oram has also been
maintaining a stoic silence over
the issue. Whenever the topic of
renomination has come up, Oram’s
answer has been, “I am a dedicated
soldier of  the BJP. I will do whatever
the party asks me to do.”  

Oram’s bane has been the Bonai
Assembly constituency where the
CPI (M) has established its domi-
nance. In fact some of  Oram’s crit-
ics are of  the opinion that he helps
the CPI (M) in Bonai so that no
other BJP leaders can come up in
Sundargarh district. No one knows
how much credence the theory has,
but it is a fact that the way ahead
for Oram has some thorns. 

Speculation rife over Oram’s future

Jual Oram Kusum Tete

Crew of seized Vietnamese
ship falls into sea, injured

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Jan 14: In a tragic in-
cident, a 28-year-old breathed
his last Sunday while playing
cricket at Manatri village under
Baising a police  l imits  in
Mayurbhanj district. The de-
ceased has been identified as
Bikash Kar, 28, son of  Baidyanath
Kar, a resident of  the same vil-
lage under Baisinga police 
station limits.

According to information avail-
able from other locals, Bikash
was playing at the Manatri mini
stadium when tragedy struck.
While trying to stop a ball he
collapsed in a heap. Initially his
friends tried to revive him, but
when they failed they rushed
him to the hospital. However,
doctors pronounced Bikash dead
on arrival.  

On being informed, police
reached the spot and sent the
body to the Pandit Raghunath
Murmu Medical College and
Hospital (PRMMCH) here for
post-mortem after registering a
case of  unnatural death. It is
being suspected that Bikash suf-
fered a massive heart attack dur-
ing the game and died. A pall of
gloom prevailed in the village
after the news of  his untimely
death spread.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rasulpur, Jan 14: Gopalpur
village under this block in Jajpur
district and famous for its tussar
fabrics had much to celebrate
Sunday as an international team
on handicrafts visited the place.
The five-member team exam-
ined the weaving of  tussar fab-
rics, the exquisite craftsman-
ship and methods to obtain a
smooth and shiny finish for the
product. They also talked at
length about the market demand
for tussar fabrics. Officials said
that the team was made up with
representatives from the US,
Australia, Brazil and Switzerland. 

Tussar silk sarees of  Gopalpur
village are world famous due to
the specialised weaving tech-
niques adopted by the weavers
who have learnt this craft from
their ancestors and are prac-
t icing  i t  for  g enerations.
Approximately 500 weavers in
Gopalpur have been eking out
their livelihoods by weaving tus-
sar silk sarees.    

The team members after their
arrival visited the workshop of
‘Maa Tarini Weavers Cooperative

Society’. They enquired from
the weavers about the weaving
process. They also appreciated
the calendaring machine used in
weaving and enquired about its
operation from president of  the
society Rebati Guin and senior
members Ashok Guin and
Ramesh Das. The visitors stated
that they will try their best for
tussar fabric to gain worldwide
popularity. If  that happens, the
demand for the products will
grow and subsequently the in-
comes of  the weavers will in-
crease. They also purchased
large quantities of  tussar fabric
from the weavers. 

The visit of  the team as-
sumes significance with the
start of  an international hand-
icraft summit at Jajati Hotel in
Jajpur Road. The team mem-
bers visited various handi-
crafts and handloom units in
the district before the start of
the summit.  Deputy director
Ashutosh Mohanty of  Cuttack
textile zone, additional direc-
tor Prakash Chandra Mohanty
of  district handicraft depart-
ment and other members ac-
companied the delegates.

PNN & AGENCIES

Balasore, Jan 14: Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
Sunday he will not contest the
Lok Sabha elections from the
Balasore constituency, putting
speculations to rest. Speculations
were rife that the BJP may field
Vaishnaw, a Rajya Sabha MP,
from the Balasore seat in the
Lok Sabha elections. He was the
district collector of  Balasore as
an IAS officer.

“I  will  not contest  from
Balasore. We have Pratap ‘Nana’
here,” Vaishnaw told reporters,
referring to sitting BJP MP
Pratap Sarangi, who is a former
Union Minister.

The speculations were fur-
ther fuelled by Vaishnaw’s ex-
tensive visits to various places
in this district and attending
public programmes. He visited
the Balasore railway station
Sunday morning, and asked of-
ficers to write ‘Baleswar’, as the
place is known in Odia, instead
of  ‘Balasore’ in signages.

Vaishnaw also  visi ted
Jhadheshwar Shiv temple here
along with Sarangi. He donated
an ambulance to the Balasore
district hospital and also went to
the AIIMS satellite hospital
nearby.

It should be stated here that last
week, when Vaishnaw visited
Cuttack district, he did not rule
out the possibility that the BJP
may field him from the Cuttack
seat in the Lok Sabha polls.

Mediapersons again raised
the topic here Sunday. “I am a dis-
ciplined worker of  the party and
I perform whatever task it assigns
to me. Recently, the party asked
me to work in the Madhya
Pradesh elections which I did,”
Vaishnaw said.

Vaishnaw was  also  the  
district  collector of  Cuttack.
The Cuttack seat is at present
held  by  six - t ime BJD MP
Bhartruhari Mahtab. 

Vaishnaw says he
won’t contest
from Balasore

International team lauds
Gopalpur tussar village

Youth dies while
playing cricket 
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Daringbadi, Jan 14: A learning empo-
rium (a centre displaying study materials)
was inaugurated at the Dasingbadi Upper
Primary School under this block in
Kandhamal district, officials said Sunday.
The emporium was unveiled Friday, the
officials added. 

Daringbadi block education officer
Rasananda Kar was present as chief  guest
and inaugurated the learning emporium at
a function organised on the school prem-
ises.  Subar na Sahana of  ‘Piramal
Foundation’ presided over the meeting.  

In the first phase, the learning programmes
have been launched at Dasingbadi, Chhadakhia
and Janabadi Upper Primary Schools. The pro-
gramme will be launched at other schools in
the district at a later stage, officials informed.  

CRCC Anil Nayak conducted the entire pro-
gramme which was attended by Belalsen
Pradhan, headmaster of  Daringbadi UP
School, Baliarsingh Mohanty, headmaster of
Chhadakhia UP School and Sukant Kumar
Pradhan, headmaster of  Janabadi UP School.  

Learning emporium
launched in Kandhamal 

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

Various sources 
indicated that 

the crew member had
tried to die by suicide

22 KG OF COCAINE WAS SEIZED FROM THE VESSEL DECEMBER 1
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I t was only expected that the relationship between India and Maldives
would come under strain following the victory of  pro-Chinese
Mohamed Muizzu in the recent presidential election of  the archi-

pelago. In fact, a key plank of  his poll campaign was the “India Out”
slogan and gearing the country’s foreign policy towards China. His im-
mediate predecessor had maintained strong relations with India. But,
none could perhaps anticipate the ties between the two neighbors
would deteriorate so quickly. 

The row started with a visit of  Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
Lakshadweep, an archipelago off  the coast, some 400 kms from Kerala,
to promote domestic tourism. The Prime Minister praised the natural
beauty of  Lakshadweep in a series of  posts on X (Twitter). On the face
of  it such expressions from the PM are nothing unusual. He has every
right to look after his country’s interests. That he needed to be far more
tactful for the sake of  diplomacy and forestalling Chinese advances in
a highly geopolitically strategic and charged area is another matter. India
seems to merrily get into such traps repeatedly that are laid by China
with the help of  its friends in not only the Maldives but also other coun-
tries in the neighborhood. Modi’s visit was followed by his supporters’
seemingly engineered comparison that claimed the Indian islands
were far superior in beauty and more economical for tourists and
those tweets, obviously, sparked anger among some officials in the
Maldives, who viewed the comparisons of  Lakshadweep as an attempt
to downgrade the importance of  their country as a tourist destination
for Indians and other nationals. It is noteworthy that Maldivian econ-
omy is greatly dependent on international tourism.

In a rather unusual showdown Mariyam Shiuana, a deputy minis-
ter in Muizzu’s cabinet fired the first salvo against the Indian Prime
Minister calling Modi a “puppet of  Israel,” a reference to the close ties
between India and the Jewish state amid the controversial Israel-
Hamas war. She then wrote - “What a clown”- in response to a video of
Modi walking along a beach in Lakshadweep, tagging her comment with
#VisitMaldives.

Indian social media reacted even more furiously and urged Indian
tourists to boycott the Maldives. The Maldives government apparently
did not want to precipitate any crisis and Shiuana’s post has since been
deleted, while she and two other officials from the Ministry of  Youth
Empowerment, Information and Arts were suspended for their re-
marks. But the damage had already been done. The calls in India for
a boycott of  Maldives have become shriller. One of  India’s largest on-
line travel platforms has said that it would no longer be accepting any
bookings for the Maldives in a very patriotically worded statement.
Bollywood has also joined the chorus of  protest and many celebrities
are urging Indians to engage in local tourism. Actor Amitabh Bachchan
also promoted travel to Lakshadweep in a post on X, while referencing
another post by former cricket star Virender Sehwag that called the
Maldives officials’ comments “a dig at our country.”

On social media Indians are posting about their cancelled trips to the
Maldives and urging one another to go to Lakshadweep instead.
According to one unverifiable report there has been a manifold increase
in searches in an Indian travel booking site for Lakshadweep since Modi’s
visit. Indians made up 11 per cent of  tourists to the Maldives last
year—ranking as the nationality with the largest number of  visitors
to the tourism hotspot.

India had tried to be diplomatically correct after the victory of  “anti-
Indian forces” in the Maldives and the Modi government sent a Minister
to Muizzu’s swearing in. Also, there was a Modi-Muizzu meet at the COP28.
However, India’s internal politics seems to be taking a toll of  its external
relations. Muizzu is the first President not to make India his first port
of  call after assuming power. Even former President Yameen, who is
credited with launching the “India Out” movement and gravitating to-
wards Beijing, visited Delhi first in 2014. On the other hand, Muizzu
has kept up pressure as part of  his electoral pledges for the with-
drawal of  India’s military personnel, even though India has explained
the role of  the military in ensuring security for trade and commerce
in the region. Today, the Maldives government has formally ordered
the withdrawal of  Indian military personnel from the island nation by
15 March. This is a great diplomatic loss for India. It also marks the loss
of  one more friendly nation for India.

This latest turn of  events shows that India has been consistently fail-
ing in mature diplomacy and that’s damaging the country on a long term
basis. T he Union Budget 2024 may

not be a glittering box but
could reveal a lot on the

Hindutva economy driving the
country on to the fast track. Over
the decades a norm has evolved
of  presenting an interim budget
lest the incumbent government
could take an advantage in elec-
tions. Being the election year, it
does not prevent the new budget
from coming out with certain
surprises as the Constitution
does not have any provision for
an interim statement of  accounts.
It will be in that sense a normal
budget and the government is
within its right to include any
proposal.

All sectors may have a plat-
ter and it may go far beyond
hackneyed tax reforms. There
is elation in official circles about
the GDP numbers that is hoped
to touch 7.3%. 

There are hopes that in view
of  the impending elections and
unpopularity of  the vehicle
scrapping policy, government
might extend the lives of  vehi-
cles, particularly cars and trac-
tors, as these hit largely the
lower strata, or upcoming mid-
dle class and farmers the most.
The western Uttar Pradesh

farmers, strong supporters of
BJP, are up in arms to protect
their diesel tractors. It is hurt-
ing the country’s economy. Most
in the government and even in
the organisations related to the
NDA want that such moves
which lead to unpopularity
must be rectified. They believe
that it gives the Opposition an
edge on populist issues such as
vehicle scrapping, apparently a
move by the automobile makers’
lobby to boost their profits.
Besides, farmers are sensitive
to many new developments.
Their Kisan Samman Nidhi or
farmers’ pension of  ̀ 6000 a year
may see an increase to ̀ 8000. The
allocation of  ̀ 60000 crore a year
might go up in the range of
`70000 crore.

Concerns have been expressed
over the high petrol road cess
and tormenting road toll col-
lections. The NHAI needs about
`1.25 lakh crore a year, but the
total collections are several times
more in the range of  `7 to 10
lakh crore a year. This is hurt-
ing businesses. Transporters
want it replaced by an annual
contribution on each truck and
allowing free movement of  non-
commercial vehicles. Lower rates

and no tolls are also stated to
check inflation and boost do-
mestic tourism. 

Some of  the key political con-
cerns are the poor, women, youth,
farmers, and tribals, as the BJP-
NDA aims a third term in office
over Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s stress on ‘inclusive
growth’. The Union Budget 2023
too had stressed on these sec-
tors. It is believed to have paid
dividends politically in the recent
elections to five States--Madhya
Pradesh,  Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Telangana and
Mizoram. There is speculation
that schemes meant for these
sections of  society might get
more emphasis. Education and
skill development might get at-
tention to address the aspira-
tions of  the youth. 

It would be interesting to watch
how Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman tailors her budget
speech on February 1 on this
focal point. Political concern for
women is also because it’s now
believed that they direct the
polling trend significantly. 

Additionally, tribals and other
backward classes have stood
largely with the ruling com-
bine. It might not be a surprise

to see special programmes being
announced for them. Prime
Minister Modi while flagging off
the Vikasit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra at Khunti in Jharkhand
had specifically mentioned that
some sections which were not
beneficiary of  many schemes
would now be on the govern-
ment’s agenda. They may get a
substantial share of  allocations
and it could be the same for
the hills and the North-East.
Ekalavya Model schools too
may get further attention to
connect with the people in re-
mote areas. 

Sitharaman herself  has
downplayed expectations stat-
ing that it would be a “bare-
bone affair.” This means the
major concern is to have the
appropriation bill passed to
keep the wheels moving till
June. Practically it may focus
on fiscal discipline, check on ex-
pense limits, no major tax re-
forms though populist policy
shift and future path reset is pos-
sible. It could do certain course
corrections to address the grow-
ing debt for an economy touch-
ing four-trillion mark. Many
hopes even from bare bones!

INFA

INDIA’S JOBS CHALLENGE
I

ndia seems to be everyone’s
favourite growth story
nowadays. Despite valid
concerns about the accu-

racy of  official statistics, the
Indian economy is projected to
expand by 6.3% in 2024 – an un-
deniably remarkable feat given
that its GDP exceeds $4.1 trillion.
While it remains a lower-middle-
income country with a per capita
income under $3,000 (at market
exchange rates), India’s rapid
growth suggests that its eco-
nomic potential may be greater
than expected.

But any optimism about
India’s economic prospects must
be tempered by its inability to
address two related challenges.
The first is the unequal distri-
bution of  the benefits of  rapid
economic growth, which have ac-
crued predominantly to the top
10-20% of  income earners.

India’s failure to release any
consumption figures since 2011-
12 has made it difficult to pro-
duce reliable estimates of  po-
tential increases in inequality
and poverty. Such estimates rely
heavily on consumer expendi-
ture surveys, typically con-
ducted every five years. But
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
government scrapped the 2017-
18 survey because the findings
did not align with its preferred
narrative. The government has
refused to conduct subsequent
surveys, even though up-to-date
data are vital for informed pol-
icymaking.

Moreover, the decennial cen-
sus, which was meant to be com-
pleted in 2021, has been post-
poned indefinitely. Consequently,
neither the government nor cit-
izens know how many people
there are in India, where they
live, or their living conditions
and employment  status.
Nevertheless, various indica-
tors suggest that the incomes of
top earners have increased
sharply while the wages of  most
workers, especially those in the
bottom half  of  the distribution,
have stagnated or declined.

The second major challenge
facing India is that rapid GDP
growth has not created enough
jobs to accommodate its youth-

ful population. With tens of  mil-
lions of  highly educated young
people joining the workforce
every year, unmet expectations
and growing social unrest
threaten to turn the country’s
much-anticipated “demographic
dividend” into a disaster.

India has long struggled with
low job creation, especially over
the past decade. According to the
government’s own labour force
surveys, the country’s worker-
to-population ratio has declined
from 38.6% in 2011-12 to 37.3%
in 2022-23. Official statistics also
show that the female workforce
participation rate has fallen to
just 20.8%. But even this figure
is inflated, as the government in-
cludes “unpaid helpers in fam-
ily enterprises” in its defini-
tion of  workers.

This approach to labour data
is unique to India. Categorising
unpaid helpers as “self-em-
ployed,” even though they earn
no income, runs counter to in-
ternational best practices, which
clearly define employment as
work that is remunerated, ei-
ther in the form of  wages and
salaries or earnings from self-
employment. Moreover, other
forms of  unpaid labour in India,
such as housework and care-
giving, are not classified as em-
ployment. Notably, women who

continue to perform the vast
majority of  household labour are
not considered part of  the work-
force.

Excluding unpaid workers
reveals a far lower workforce
participation rate than official
figures suggest. In 2022-23, 48%
of  men in India were engaged
in paid employment, compared
to just 13% of  Indian women, re-
sulting in one of  the world’s
lowest female workforce par-
ticipation rates.

This underscores the biggest
shortcoming of  India’s much-
vaunted growth model: its in-
ability to generate employment
opportunities, even relatively
low-paid and poor-quality jobs,
despite rapid increases in ag-
gregate GDP. It should come as
little surprise, then, that real
wages have remained largely
stagnant over the past decade.

Notably, even among agri-
cultural workers, who experi-
enced the highest real wage
growth (albeit at a modest av-
erage annual rate of  0.9%), real
wages actually declined between
2014-15 and 2021-22 in major
states like Haryana, Kerala,
Punjab, Rajasthan, and Tamil
Nadu. Meanwhile, about half
of  India’s workforce remains
employed in low-productivity
sectors that account for just

one-fifth of  national income.
Consequently, mass con-

sumption has remained con-
strained, which may explain
the government’s unwilling-
ness to conduct consumer-spend-
ing surveys. This contributed to
a sharp decline in domestic in-
vestment, which fell from a peak
of  42% of  GDP in 2006-07 to
roughly  31% in  2022 -23 .
Moreover, basic human-devel-
opment indicators, particularly
those related to nutrition, have
remained poor and even wors-
ened in recent years, related to
low public spending on health,
education, and social protec-
tion.

Regrettably, creating more
high-quality jobs does not appear
to be one of  the Modi govern-
ment’s top priorities. Instead, the
government’s economic strat-
egy has focused on “incen-
tivizing” a select group of  cor-
porate investors through
taxpayer-funded subsidies and
regulatory changes. The needs
of  the vast majority of  micro,
small, and medium-size enter-
prises, which employ most of
India’s workforce, are often over-
looked. Moreover, these com-
panies have been adversely af-
fected by policy mistakes such
as the demonetization project
that abruptly nullified 86% of
India’s currency in 2016 and the
poorly designed and hurriedly
implemented Goods  and
Services Tax of  2017.

Without far-reaching reforms
aimed at boosting employment
and guaranteeing living wages,
India will struggle to achieve
genuine economic success. The
general election due in April
and May offers Indian voters a
chance to reorient the economy
toward a more sustainable, eq-
uitable path. They must not
squander it.

The writer, Professor of
Economics at the University
of  Massachusetts Amherst,

is Co-Chair of  the
Independent Commission

for the Reform of
International Corporate

Taxation.
©PROJECT SYNDICATE
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With tens of millions of highly educated young
people joining the workforce every year, unmet

expectations and growing social unrest threaten
to turn the country’s much-anticipated 
‘demographic dividend’ into a disaster

Unfriended Maldives 

TWO ROACHES 

Two roaches were munching on
garbage in an alley when one

engages a discussion about a new
restaurant.
“I was in that new restaurant across
the street,” said one. “It’s so clean!

The
kitchen is

spotless, and the
floors are gleaming

white. There is no dirt anywhere—it’s
so sanitary that the whole place
shines.” 
“Please,” said the other roach
frowning. “Not while I'm eating!”
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A smile acts upon the
difficulties as the sun upon
the clouds - it disperses them.

THE MOTHER

INDIA HAS 
LONG 

STRUGGLED
WITH LOW JOB

CREATION,
ESPECIALLY

OVER THE PAST
DECADE

Jayati Ghosh

WISDOM CORNER
Let us try to teach generosity and altruism, because we are born
selfish.

RICHARD DAWKINS

There lives more faith in honest doubt, believe me, than in half the
creeds.

ALFRED LORD TENNYSON

Truth is ever to be found in simplicity, and not in the multiplicity and
confusion of things.

ISAAC NEWTON

ECONOMY

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

IT COULD DO 
CERTAIN COURSE
CORRECTIONS TO

ADDRESS THE
GROWING DEBT

FOR AN ECONOMY
TOUCHING 

FOUR-TRILLION
MARK

Shivaji Sarkar

Rising sea levels

Sir, Maldives is the lowest lying country in the world and a number of  techniques
are used to protect islands against flooding and erosion. Nevertheless, the country
is expected to be entirely submerged by 2100. According to the World Bank, with “fu-
ture sea levels projected to increase in the range of  10 to 100 cm by the year 2100,
the entire country could be submerged.” Researchers from the University of
Southampton, the Tyndall Center for Climate Change Research at the University
of  East Anglia (UEA) and TEDI-London, working with Maldivian scientists, show
that using simple engineering principals to raise islands or build new ones can help
small island nations like the Maldives. This approach is consistent with existing
practice in the Maldives, as well as demographic trends—the capital Malé and
neighboring islands are attracting a rapidly expanding population as other islands
are abandoned. Re-claiming land and creating new islands is an established prac-
tice in the Maldives, typically built two metres above sea level. The researchers sug-
gest building higher islands up to six metres or more above sea-level to safeguard
against long-term risk from sea-level rise and storms. They also recommend build-
ing new islands that the population could slowly move onto in an adaptive manner,
including taking account how rapidly sea levels rise. This approach would work best
when combined with climate stabilisation.

Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR
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1892: The rules of  basketball are published. Canadian James
Naismith invented the sport for his gym class at YMCA in Springfield,
Massachusetts.

1919:Polish-born German revolutionary and agitator Rosa Luxemburg,
cofounder of  the German Communist Party, was arrested and mur-
dered in Berlin for fomenting a communist uprising known as the
Spartacus Revolt.

1973: Nixon orders ceasefire in Vietnam. The fighting continued any-
way until the capture of  Saigon by the Vietnam People's Army on
April 30, 1975.

1992: Croatia and Slovenia are internationally recognised as inde-
pendent nations. The Yugoslav federation effectively collapsed as a
result.

2001: Wikipedia, the free Internet-based encyclopaedia that operates
under an open-source management style, debuted; it was founded by
Jimmy Wales and Larry Sanger.

Hopes from a ‘bare-bone affair’
SPECTRUM BUDGET

Tools of oppression

Sir, This refers to “ED summons Kejriwal
Jan 18” (Orissa POST, January 14). May I
ask what is wrong in this? It is always not
convenient for a Chief  Minister to make
himself  available at the office of  the ED.
If  the motto of  the ED is not to harass the
Chief  Minister, the officials of  the ED
could have come to his office and ques-
tioned him. In any case, harassment is not
permitted. The ED has to have enough
materials to question Kejriwal. But the
ground reality is that both the ED and CBI
are doing overtime just to satisfy some
vested interests. The ruling party at the
Centre has made these two investigating
agencies as their tools of  oppression, which
the people disapprove of.

Arun Gupta, KOLKATA



The redeveloped
Puri railway
station will re-

flect the architectural
features of  the famed
Srimandir and have
all modern amenities for the convenience of  pas-

sengers, according to the firm
engaged for the work. Giving
an update on the station rede-
velopment project, the firm said
the work is expected to be com-
pleted by July next year.

The station is being rebuilt in
accordance with the Kalingan
architecture. “Since the iconic
Jagannath Temple is a living
example of  Kalingan architec-
ture, the exterior of  the station
will reflect that,” Prateek Rath
of  Rath Architectonic said.

The Indian Railways awarded
the station redevelopment con-
tract to Rath Architectonic in
July 2022 and the construction
work was started in January
2023.

Manonjaya Rath of  the firm
said, “In Kalingan archi-
tecture, basically a tem-
ple is made in two parts,
a tower and a hall. The
tower is called ‘deula’
and the hall is called
‘jagmohan’.... The de-
sign of  the Puri rail-
way station reflects

the concept of  ‘deula’ at the entrance
and ‘jagmohan’ in the concourse at the
rear, which is a 115-metre-by-30-metre
space with a height of  18 metres.”

He said local materials and natural
stone used in the Kalingan temple ar-
chitecture have been adopted in the
design of  the station. “One of  the most
striking features of  Kalingan architec-
ture is its use of  stone, which was quar-
ried from nearby hills. The stone was cut
and polished to perfection, and then used
to create intricate sculptures, carvings, and
architectural features. The temples and other
structures were built using a combination of  dif-
ferent types of  stone such as sandstone, granite
and laterite. These materials have been integrated
into the design of  the Puri railway station,”

Manonjaya said.
According to

Prateek Rath, the sta-
tion is being redevel-
oped keeping in mind
the passenger footfall

40 to 50 years from now.
“At present, around 6,000 to 7,000 passengers

frequent the station daily. The redevelopment will
enhance the capacity to 40,000, which is the pro-
jected footfall in 2060-65,” Prateek said.

According the Prateek, the station, which is
proposed to have three floors, will offer world-
class amenities, starting from easy access to sta-
tion, convenient and specious parking to accom-
modate more than 500 cars, energy-efficient building
and physical as well as automatic ticket counters
and waiting lounge.

“Since the station is close to the sea and it is a
cyclone-prone area, the whole structure is such that
it will withstand even
250 to 300 kmph
wind,” he
said.
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Parikrama Prakalpa
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A
s the historic Srimandir Parikrama

Prakalpa set to catapult Puri into
a world heritage city, Arka Kshetra
Konark in the neighbourhood has

also prominently found place in the larger
developmental canvas of  Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik and 5T Chairman Kartik
Pandian who has been hailed as the archi-
tect of  the state’s transformation. Work is on
to spruce up the heritage precincts of  Konark
as a larger part of  the transformation initiative
in the Pilgrim town.

The CM has laid special emphasis on the
development of  the Sun Temple precincts as
it will not only enhance its security and con-
servation, but will also attract more tourists.
Keeping that in mind, the state government,
under the 5T initiatives, has announced the
Konark heritage corridor project. 

Apart from amplifying the glory of  the
Black Pagoda, the initiatives will also boost
the experience of  tourists and enhance liveli-

hood of  local business community in Puri dis-
trict and the entire state as well. Side by
side, care has been taken to ensure that the
development of  infra in the peripheries
should be in sync with the ancient heritage
of  the Sun Temple, while laying stress on the
convenience of  the travellers. 

Accordingly, the state government in 2021
had announced to make six-lane outer ring
road of  3.5 km, work on which is progress-
ing rapidly. Once complete, the road is poised
to bring about drastic change in the traffic
problems in Konark. The road between
Konark and Chandrabhaga has already been
made six-lane, while plans are afoot to develop
all roads connecting Konark and build var-
ious points for the transportation of  tourists
between Bhubaneswar and Konark. 

The eviction of  hawkers who had occupied
the roads up to the main gate of  the Sun
Temple, much to the inconvenience of  visitors,
was a big achievement for the state government.
The government has plans to rehabilitate the
hawkers in some other place. Likewise, the CM
has instructed to clear 30 acres in front of  the
temple for landscaping along with creation of
an entry plaza for visitors replicating the
Black Pagoda. Along with this, a multi-modal
hub is being built behind Konark hospital for
parking of  vehicles which will be complete soon.
The CM has also instructed for redevelop-
ment of  the Konark open-air theatre, beauti-
fication of  heritage precincts along with con-
struction of  a dedicated pathway for visitors
in order to make the infra at the world heritage
site international standard.    

The magnificent Sun Temple stands as a
testimony to the splendour of  Kalingan ar-
chitecture. The 13th century edifice, built
by king Langula Narasigha Deb of  Ganga dy-
nasty, draws tourists from across the world
for its grandeur and incredible architec-
tural marvel. Dedicated to the Sun god, the
temple is a tribute to the master craftsman-
ship of  the artisans and sculptors of  Odisha.

The Konark temple received UNESCO her-
itage tag in 1984. A majority of  the tourists
coming to Puri also visit Konark temple and
Chandrabha g a beach.  In  f act ,  the
Bhubaneswar-Konark-Puri tourist circuit
is also known as the Golden Triangle. 

T
he much talked-about redevelopment of  Swargadwar – ‘the gateway to

heaven’ – is among the host of  initiatives of  the state government, under
the visionary leadership of  Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik, to trans-
form Puri into a world heritage city.

It is believed that cremation at Swargadwar helps one’s soul merge straight
with the divine, a phenomenon described as ‘Baikuntha Prapti’. This belief
is further bolstered by the fact that ocean wind blowing over Swargadwar moves
in the direction of  Srimandir and touches Patitapabana, the flag fluttering

atop the 12th-century shrine.
Over the time, various factors, including encroachments,
led to shrinking of  space at the crematorium much to the

inconvenience of  people coming there to perform the
last rites of  their near and dear ones.

In 2019, Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik announced
an initiative to upgrade facilities and streamline
services at Swargadwar with an initial allocation of
`5 crore. Naveen also ordered removal of  a memo-
rial dedicated to his father – legendary leader and
former CM Biju Patnaik – at Swargadwar to ensure
further development of  the crematorium with
more space that would benefit crores of  Hindus.

“Swargadwar is a holy land of  faith. It will be de-
veloped in line with the development work going on

in Puri town. Biju babu resides in the hearts of
crores of  Odias. Whatever was there at Swargadwar

in the name of  Biju babu will now be used in the serv-
ice of  the people of  Odisha,” the CM had said.
The redevelopment work began in February 2020 and

completed and opened for public in May 2021 under the direct
supervision of  5T Chairman Kartik Pandian.

The upgraded Swargadwar, sprawling over 1.3 acre land, has 28
funeral pyre platforms, wood storage facility, registration counter,
manager’s room, restrooms for pallbearers, cafeteria, drinking water
and toilet facilities. Metal barricades have been raised around the
cremation ground and CCTV’s installed for enhanced security.
Landscaping has been done to improve the aesthetics, while the
entire ground has been illuminated properly.

The state government has introduced a single window system
to provide all facilities to the people who want to cremate bod-
ies at the seashore cremation ground. Besides, over 100 volunteers
have been helping the bereaved people there.

State government’s efforts have helped bringing down the
expenditure to cremate a body to `4,000 from `10,000.

At least `12.07 crore has been spent over cremations at
Swargadwar under Harischandra Yojana between May 15, 2021
and December 12, 2023.

REDEVELOPED
SWARGADWAR

ADDING SHEEN
TO THE MARVEL

PARIKRAMA SCHEDULE

January 15: 
Akhanda Deepa Sthapana,
Panchakarma, Barana of Brahmanas by
Acharya and Mandala Pujana (7:30am to
1:00pm)

Veda-parayana at four outer gates of
Srimandir and Nama-sankirtan on inner
Pradikshina Path (7:30am to 6:00pm)

Vaishnavagni Sanskara, Havan, Aarti,
Pushpanjali, Pradikshina (3:00pm to

6:00pm)

January 16: 
Surya Puja, Dharitri

Puja, Gow Puja,
Shalaprabesha,

Panchakarma,
Mandala Puja,
Havan, Aarti,
Puspanjali and
Pradakshina
(07:30am to
6:00pm)
Veda-parayana
at four outer
gates of
Srimandir, and
Nama-
sankirtan on

inner
Pradakshina Path

(07:30am to
6:00pm)

January 17:
Surya Puja, Dharitri Puja, Gow

Puja, Panchakarma, Vastu
Shodhana, Adhibasa and Havan

(7:30am to 1:00pm)

Veda-parayana at four outer gates of
Srimandir and Nama-sankirtan on inner
Pradakshina Path (7:30am to 6:00pm)

Prakalpa Lokarpana- Unveiling of plaque
by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
(1:15pm to 1:30pm)

Yajna Poornahuti, Aarti and Pushpanjali
by Gajapati Dibyasingha Deb (1:30pm to
2:00pm)

Nama-sankirtan procession on inner
Pradkshina Path (2:00pm to 2:30pm)

Felicitation ceremony (2:30pm to
3:00pm)

Puri station to mirror
Srimandir architecture

REVAMPED ATHARANALA

ARPANA RATHS GO PLACES

I feel blessed to
be a part of the

team engaged in
the Parikrama

Prakalpa. Lucky are
those who get a chance to

serve the Lord    
BIKRAM MAHARANA | SCULPTOR

Chief Minister
Naveen

Patnaik’s name
will be etched in

golden letters on
the pages of history for

executing the Parikrama
Marg and Meghanada wall
works. I personally believe
the congregation of godly
saints and holy men in the

inaugural ceremony is a
good omen for
Shreekshetra      

DURGAMADHAV KAR | PRINCIPAL, ODISHA
COLLEGE OF ART & CRAFTS, PURI
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi feeds cows at his residence in New Delhi

Houthi honour guard carries the coffins of the fighters killed in the US and UK air strikes during their funeral in YemenDevotees cover the Yamuna river with sarees as they perform ‘Chunari Manorath’ ritual on Makar Sankranti in Mathura

Karnataka State Police personnel during a training programme organised by the Surgical Society of Bangalore for the policemen to perform CPR-First Aid, in Bangalore

Demonstrators rally during the March on Washington for Gaza at Freedom Plaza in Washington

People participate in ‘Mataka’ race competition during the International Camel Festival in Bikaner REUTERS/PTI PHOTOS

A Ukrainian serviceman of the 128th separate mountain assault Transcarpathian brigade of the Armed Forces of Ukraine
takes part in tank drills, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine 

Helen, a 5-year-old migrant girl from Venezuela travelling with her family and seeking asylum in the US,
covers herself from the cold at the border between Mexico and the US, in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico
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Here at Gandhi Maidan, a total
of 26,935 newly recruited
teachers are getting their
appointment letters. We have so
far provided government jobs to
3.63 lakh people in the state
NITISH KUMAR | BIHAR CM

Delhi schools will commence classes from 
9 am onwards due to cold weather
conditions, according to a circular from the
Delhi government’s Directorate of Education
(DoE) Sunday. The DoE has further directed
schools to not hold classes beyond 5 pm

DELHI SCHOOL TIMINGS CHANGED
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I am not
surprised by
the incident of

attack on sadhus in
Purulia. I had also
been subjected to
heavy stone-pelting
in the state when I was moving in a
convoy sometime back. Political
violence has assumed a new
dimension in West Bengal

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

of the
day uote 

I am not
contesting the
elections. I am

now 90. Whichever
seats we get,
wherever it is
necessary, I will go
there. I have some strength to talk
and have memory power. With that I
will campaign

HD DEVE GOWDA | FORMER PM

NRI woman raped
New Delhi: The CEO of a
private company has been
booked for allegedly raping an
NRI woman who worked at his
office here, police said
Sunday. According to the
police, the incident took place
September 14, 2023 at a five-
star hotel in the Chanakyapuri
area of New Delhi district.
Based on a complaint from the
Indian-origin US citizen
Saturday night, an FIR has
been registered against the
accused under Section 376
(rape) of the Indian Penal
Code at the Chanakyapuri
police station, they added. 

Man electrocuted
Hazaribag (Jharkhand): A 28-
year-old man died of
electrocution Sunday after a
high-tension live wire fell on
him in Jharkhand’s Hazaribag
district, prompting local people
to block the National Highway
2 for several hours, police said.
Sub-Divisional Police Officer
(Barhi) Nazir Akhtar said the
accident occurred in
Panchmadhav area when
Ganesh Thakur was going to
open his salon and the live wire
snapped and fell on him.  

4-yr-old boy dies 
Ahmedabad: A 4-year-old boy
died after his throat was slit
by the sharp string of a kite
in Gujarat's Mahisagar
district on the occasion of
Uttarayan Sunday, with
several others sustaining
injuries in kite-related
incidents across the state,
officials said. The Uttarayan
festival, also known as Makar
Sankranti, is traditionally
associated with kite flying.  

SHORT TAKES

Attempts have
been made to
hush up the

moral policing
incident of Haveri in
which the police have
charged the accused
with gangrape, by offering 
money to the victim

BASAVARAJ BOMMAI | FORMER KARNATAKA CM

national

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata/New Delhi, Jan 14:
To prevent smuggling of  cattle and
narcotics, the BSF will now have
a second line of  deterrence -- a
thick hedge of  more than 60,000
medicinal plants and 40 bee boxes
-- along a three-kilometre fenced
stretch of  the India-Bangladesh
border in West Bengal's Nadia
district. 

"Beehives on the fence" was
launched in November last year
as part of  the central govern-
ment 's  "Vibrant  Vil la g e
Programme", and according to
officials, it not only aims at pre-
venting cross-border crimes but
also generating employment for

locals through apiculture and
horticulture.

The flowering plants will also
create an ecosystem for the bees
to pollinate, a senior official of
the AYUSH department said.
This stretch along the border
has been name "Arogya Path"
(healthy street) and QR codes
have been affixed which when
scanned will give details about
the plants, the official said, re-
questing anonymity. 

He added that the "path" dou-
bles up as a nursery.

Vil lagers  of  Kadipur in
Nadia have been engaged in
different works such as plant-
ing and watering the fruit-
bearing and aromatic me-

dicinal plants, and digging
pits to extend the hedge, as
part of  the first phase of  the
p ro j e c t .  An official of  the
Border Security Force (BSF)
said 40 bee boxes have been fixed
on poles of  the metal fence over
the last two months with the
help of  the National Medicinal
Plants Board (NMPB). 

The board,  which comes
u n d e r  t h e  U n i o n  AY U S H
Ministry, has committed its re-
sources of  experts, manpower
and plants for the "unique ini-
tiative", the official said and
added that more bee boxes have
reached the area and these are
being installed.

The bees in the hives, the BSF

feels, will act as a deterrent to
cross-border criminals and
smugglers who come closer or
dare to cut the fence and breach
it for smuggling cattle, narcotics,
gold, silver and other items.
Experts and officials from var-
ious central and state govern-
ment departments are engaged
in the project.

Tulsi ,  Ekangi ,  Satmuli ,
Ashwagandha and Aloe Vera
are among the plants that will
make the hedge. More saplings,
around 60,000, are in the process
of  being sent to the area by the
NMPB and the AYUSH min-
istry, the AYUSH department
official said.

On creation of  employment,
the official said through this
project, locals can earn through
apiculture and horticulture.
Commanding Officer (CO) of
the BSF's 32nd Battalion, Sujeet
Kumar, who devised the initia-
tive, said the enthusiasm of  lo-
cals and authorities towards the
project is unparalleled.

Beehives, medicinal plants: BSF’s plan to curb smuggling
The bees in the hives, the BSF feels, will act as a

deterrent to cross-border criminals and smugglers
who come closer or dare to cut the fence 

and breach it for smuggling cattle, narcotics, gold,
silver and other items
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M u m b a i ,  Ja n  1 4 : T h e
Opposition in Maharashtra
Sunday attacked Union Minister
Narayan Rane for his comments
on the Shankaracharyas and
sought his dismissal from the
Narendra Modi government
and an apology from the BJP.

S p e a k i n g  t o  re p o r t e r s
Saturday in Palghar, Rane had
said the Shankaracharyas
should bless the Ram Temple
instead of  criticising some as-
pects and accused them of  look-
ing at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the BJP through a 
"political prism".

"No one could do it until now.
Modi, BJP took it up and a tem-
ple is being built. Should they
bless the temple or criticise it?
It means Shankaracharyas look
at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP through a polit-
ical prism. This temple is not
built on politics but on religion.
Ram is our God," Rane said.

"Shankaracharyas should tell
what is their contribution to
the Hindu religion," he had said.

Speaking to reporters Sunday,
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay
Raut said Rane had insulted
Hinduism by questioning the
c o n t r i bu t i o n  o f  t h e
Shankaracharyas."The BJP
must apologise before January
22 (when the idol consecration
ceremony of  the Ram Temple

will take place in Ayodhya). The
BJP must apologise to the peo-
p l e  a n d  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r
Narendra Modi must sack Rane
from the  Union cabinet , "  
Raut said.

Supriya Sule, working pres-
ident of  the Sharad Pawar-led
Nationalist Congress Party said
it was for the BJP to respond on
Rane's comments. Meanwhile,
Congress workers held protests

at the party office in Mumbai
against Rane.

Friday, VHP working presi-
dent Alok Kumar said two of
the four Shankaracharyas have
"openly welcomed" the upcom-
ing consecration ceremony, but
none of  them would attend the
g rand event  to  be held in
Ayodhya January 22. They will
visit the Ram temple later "as per
their convenience", he said.

Rane questions Shankaracharyas’ contribution
SPEAKING TO REPORTERS

SUNDAY, SHIV SENA (UBT)
LEADER SANJAY RAUT SAID RANE
HAD INSULTED HINDUISM BY
QUESTIONING THE CONTRIBUTION
OF THE SHANKARACHARYAS

SPEAKING TO REPORTERS
SATURDAY IN PALGHAR, RANE

HAD SAID THE
SHANKARACHARYAS SHOULD
BLESS THE RAM TEMPLE INSTEAD
OF CRITICISING SOME ASPECTS
AND ACCUSED THEM OF LOOKING
AT PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
MODI AND THE BJP THROUGH A
‘POLITICAL PRISM’
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New Delhi ,  Jan 14: The
Supreme Court has directed the
Centre to consider whether the
compensation amounts in case
of  death and grievous injury in
hit-and-run accidents can be en-
hanced annually.

The top court asked the gov-
ernment to an appropriate de-
cision within eight weeks and
posted the matter for further
consideration April 22.

The apex court noted that the
Motor Vehicles (MV) Act, 1988
provides that in case of  death of
any person resulting from hit-
and-run accident, a compensa-
tion of  `2 lakh or such higher
amount as may be prescribed
by the central government shall
be paid and in case of  grievous
injury, the compensation amount
is `50,000.

The top court also asked the
police to inform the family mem-
bers of  victims of  such acci-
dents about the compensation
scheme under the MV Act. A
bench of  Justices A S Oka and
Pankaj Mithal noted in its order
that as per the year-wise reports
published by the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways,
55,942 hit-and-run accidents were
reported in 2016, while in 2022,
the figure stood at 67,387.

"It is evident from records
published by the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways
of  the Government of  India from
2016-2022 that there were 55,942
hit and run motor accidents in
2016, which increased to 65,186
in 2017, 69,621 in 2018, and 69,621
in 2019. During COVID-19 pe-
riod, the number of  accidents de-
creased," it said.

The bench also noted an an-
swer given by the road trans-
port and highways minister in
the Lok Sabha in March last
year."The answer records that

in the last five years, there were
660 deaths in hit-and-run cases,
and there were 113 injury cases
for which compensation of
`184.60 lakh was disbursed," the
bench said in its January 12
order.

"If  we compare the number
of  hit-and-run road accidents
reported and the number of  cases
registered for seeking compen-
sation, what stares at the face is
that negligible number of  victims
have taken advantage of  the said
scheme," it said.

The bench noted that one of
the reasons may be that victims
were not made aware of  the ex-
istence of  the compensation
scheme.

"The value of  money dimin-
ishes with time. We direct the cen-
tral government to consider
whether the compensation
amounts can be gradually en-
hanced annually. The central
government shall take an ap-
propriate decision on this issue
within eight weeks from today,"
the apex court said.

The bench passed its order
after hearing submissions on
the issue of  effective imple-
mentation of  the provisions of
the MV Act relating to grant of
compensation in case of  hit-and-
run accident cases. 

The top court is seized of  a
plea seeking enforcement of  road
safety norms.

Consider enhancing 
hit-&-run payouts: SC
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New Delhi, Jan 14: The cen-
tral government Sunday or-
dered a ban on non-essential
construction work and plying
of  BS-III petrol and BS-IV diesel
four-wheelers in Delhi-NCR
amid worsening air quality in
the region. 

The Commission for Air
Quality Management, a statu-
tory body responsible for form-
ing air pollution reduction
strategies for the region and
their implementation, noted
a significant rise in Delhi's
AQI (458 and 457 at 10 am and
11 am) due to unfavourable cli-
matic conditions and local pol-
lution sources. 

Anticipating a prolonged pe-
riod of  severe air quality, the
committee decided to imple-
ment GRAP Stage-III curbs
('severe' air quality index (AQI)
range) immediately to prevent
further deterioration.

The curbs include a ban on
non-essential construction
work and the plying of  BS III

petrol and BS IV diesel four-
wheelers in the region.

Construction work related
to national security or defence,
projects of  national impor-
tance, healthcare, railways,
metro rail, airports, inter-state
bus terminals, highways, roads,
flyovers, overbridges, power
transmission, pipelines, sani-
tation and water supply are
exempted from the ban.

The Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) is the Centre's
air pollution control plan im-
plemented in the region during
the winter season. It categorises
actions into four stages: Stage
I - 'Poor' (AQI 201-300); Stage II
- 'Very Poor' (AQI 301-400); Stage
III - 'Severe' (AQI 401-450); and
Sta g e  IV -  'Severe  Plus '
(AQI>450).
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New Delhi, Jan 14: A total of  10
flights were diverted, nearly 100
delayed and some cancelled at the
Delhi airport Sunday morning as
low visibility conditions due to
dense fog disrupted operations.

An official said a total of  10
flights, including 2 international
flights, were diverted to Jaipur
between 4.30 am and 12 noon.

Nearly 100 flights, including
overseas services, were delayed
and some of  the flights cancelled
due to the bad weather, the official
said. Through social media, airlines
said their flight schedules might
be impacted due to adverse weather
conditions.  Among the impacted
flights, Air India's flight AI 185
from the national capital to

Vancouver that was to depart early
in the morning was rescheduled.

Passengers had to wait inside
the aircraft for many hours be-
fore they deboarded. After board-
ing was complete, the flight, which
was to depart little past 5 am could
not take off  due to the dense fog.

An airline official said that after
waiting for a few hours, it was
decided to reschedule the depar-
ture of  the flight as the crew would
have also breached the flight duty
timing requirements. Now, the
flight is expected to leave at around
11:30 pm. The passengers have

been provided accommodation,
the official added.

At 8:38 am, the Delhi airport
said that due to dense fog, flight
operations at the airport may get
affected."Passengers are requested
to contact the airline concerned
for updated flight information," it
said in a post on X.

A thick layer of  fog shrouded
Delhi and other parts of  north
India Sunday, with visibility lev-
els plunging to zero metres at
several places. 

The country's largest airline
IndiGo, in a post on X at 6.17 am,

said that due to prevailing weather
challenges in northern India,
flight schedules may experience
interruptions.

Vistara, in a post on X at 6:38
am, said that due to dense fog
and poor visibility in Delhi, ar-
rivals and departures may be
impacted from Delhi.

"Due to adverse weather (fog) at
Delhi ,  Chennai ,  Varanasi ,
Bagdogra & Lucknow our flight
schedules have been affected,
which may lead to consequential
delays. We understand this may im-
pact your travel plans and regret
the inconvenience...," Akasa Air
said in a post on X at 12:12 pm.

Meanwhile, in a post on X at
1:35 pm, Akasa Air said that due
to fog in Varanasi, four flights
have been cancelled. They are
Bangalore-Varanasi, Varanasi-
Mumbai, Mumbai-Varanasi and
Varanasi-Bangalore flights.

During December 25-28 last
year, flight operations were sig-
nificantly impacted at the Delhi
airport, and nearly 60 flights of
various airlines were diverted
due to dense fog.

Dense fog hits flight operations in Delhi

Pollution curbs back in Delhi
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Gangtok, Jan 14:A rare Tibetan
brown bear species has been
found roaming in the high alti-
tude areas of  North Sikkim, of-
ficials of  the state's Forest and
Wildlife Department said Sunday.

Camera traps captured the
bear (scientific name: Ursus
arctos pruinosus) with its char-
acteristic yellowish scarf-like
collar that broadens from the
shoulders to the chest in
Mangan district last month.

This rare bear is very dif-

ferent from the more com-
monly found Himalayan black
bear in terms of  its appear-
ance, habitat and behaviour .

The omnivore lives in high-
altitude alpine forests, mead-
ows and steppe above 4000 m
and feeds on marmots and
alpine vegetation. "The dis-
covery of  a rare Tibetan brown
bear marks a significant mo-
ment for biodiversity in the
region and underscores the
importance of  preserving and
protecting the state's precious
wildlife," an official said.

Rare Tibetan brown bear sighted in Sikkim

Nearly 100 flights, 
including overseas services,

were delayed 
and some of the flights 

cancelled due to the bad
weather, the official said

Sarang aerobatic team of the Indian Air Force performs during the Mumbai Air Show in Mumbai, Sunday PTI PHOTO

Beehives being installed by BSF personnel on the India-Bangladesh international
border fence in West Bengal



REUTERS

Des Moines, Iowa, Jan 14: A
highly anticipated poll set the
tone for a final full day of  cam-
paigning in ice-cold Iowa Sunday,
with Donald Trump maintaining
a big lead and Nikki Haley 
overtaking Ron DeSantis for sec-
ond place in the Republican 
presidential race.

Organisers of  the poll pride
themselves on taking an accurate
snapshot of  the mood of  Iowa vot-
ers. The survey provided a strong
indication that Trump was poised
to do well in Monday’s caucuses,
the first voting contest on the
road to the presidential election
in November.

A victory would give Trump,
77,  an impor tant  big ste p 
toward securing the Republican
n o m i n a t i o n  t o  f a c e  
the Democratic incumbent, Joe
Biden, 81, in a rematch of  their
2020 battle. It would be evidence
that many Republicans are will-
ing to look past Trump’s mount-
ing legal problems and inflam-
matory rhetoric.

Trump plans a Sunday rally in
Indianola, a suburb of  the capital
Des Moines, but the weather forced
him to cancel one in the city of
Cherokee. The former president
canceled two events Saturday, 
appearing in the evening on a
campaign livestream.

“We are leading by a lot in all
the polls and you have to get
out,” Trump told his support-
ers. “We need to send a message
most importantly for November.”

DeSantis and Haley, who was
Trump’s UN ambassador, both
need to do well enough in Iowa
to give them some momentum for
the  next  contest ,  in  New
Hampshire January 23.

The DeSantis  campaign 
predicted a strong performance
Monday night, despite the slip in
the widely watched poll.

Their battle increasingly bit-
ter, Haley and DeSantis begin
Sunday in Dubuque in the east

of  the state near the Mississippi
River, followed by another
DeSantis event around 300 miles
(500 km) away in Sioux City.

From 7 p.m. CST Monday (0100
GMT Tuesday), Iowans will
gather for two hours in school
gymnasiums, bars and other lo-
cations to debate the Republican
candidates before ranking them
in order of  preference.

Results  are  typical ly  
announced within a few hours.
With temperatures plunging,
one  question f acing  the  
candidates  was  whether  
their supporters would be suf-
ficiently motivated to brave the
cold and show up to caucus.
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We are
on the

path to victory
and we will not
stop until we
achieve victory
BENJAMTIN NETANYAHU |
ISRAEL PRIME MINISTER

Nepal and India have expressed a
commitment to implementing bilateral
initiatives aimed at further
strengthening the seamless cross-border
connectivity, as the officials from the
two sides met to discuss ways to fortify
the economic and commercial linkages

NEPAL, INDIA EXPRESS COMMITMENT 
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Vivek started
his campaign
as a great

supporter, ‘the best
President in
generations,’ etc.
Unfortunately, now
all he does is disguise his support in
the form of deceitful campaign tricks

DONALD TRUMP | FORMER US PRESIDENT

of the
day uote 

The climate
crisis is a
universal threat

to humankind and we
all have a
responsibility to deal
with it as rapidly as
we can

JOHN KERRY | US SPECIAL

PRESIDENTIAL ENVOY FOR CLIMATE

Attacks against
international
shipping in the

Red Sea area are not
acceptable as they
endanger the safety
and security of global
supply chains and negatively impact
the economic and humanitarian
situation worldwide

ANTONIO GUTERRES | UN SECRETARY-GENERAL

SL cops to persist
with drug bust 
Colombo: Sri Lanka police
Sunday said that they would
launch a new phase of the
controversial drug bust
operation despite concerns
raised by the UN Human
Rights chief over its fairness.
Police said they were
targeting 42,248 suspects
identified criminals. “All police
stations must work 24 hours a
day for the next one month to
arrest 42,248 suspects and
bring them to justice,” a
statement said.

5 die trying to cross
English Channel
London: At least five illegal
migrants were killed in French
waters early on Sunday when
their boat overturned while
trying to cross the English
Channel, authorities said.
Around 70 people were trying
to board a small boat attempting
to launch near Wimereux
beach, Pas-de-Calais, when it
overturned,  media reports
said.  A tugboat patrolling the
coast attended the scene and
found the five bodies.

Lanka arrests 12
Indian fishermen 
Colombo: The Sri Lankan Navy
has arrested 12 Indian
fishermen and seized their
trawlers for allegedly
poaching in the island nation’s
waters, an official statement
said Sunday. The fishermen
were arrested, and their three
trawlers seized Saturday off
the coast of Karainagar in the
northern Jaffna peninsula, the
Navy said in a release. They
were escorted to the
Kankesanthurai harbour for
further action, it said. The
fishermen issue is a
contentious one in the ties
between India and Sri Lanka,
with Lankan Navy personnel
even firing at Indian fishermen
in the Palk Strait and seizing
their boats in several alleged
incidents of illegally entering
Sri Lankan territorial waters.

5 Pak soldiers killed
in bomb explosion
Islamabad: Five Pakistani
soldiers were killed and two
others, including an officer,
injured after an improvised
explosive device (IED) blast
targeted a security vehicle in
the Buleda area of
Balochistan’s Kech district,
the media reported.
Separately, security forces
killed four militants in 
two intelligence-based
operations (IBOs) in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s North
Waziristan and Dera Ismail
Khan districts, Dawn reported.
In the Kech incident, the
security forces vehicle was hit
by a roadside bomb while
returning to the Gillisar
checkpoint after patrolling,
the Dawn reported.

SHORT TAKES

international
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Washington, Jan 14: Two US
Navy SEALs are missing after
conducting a nighttime boarding
mission Thursday off  the coast
of  Somalia, according to three US
officials.

The SEALs were on an 
interdiction mission, climbing up
a vessel when one got knocked off
by high waves. Under their pro-
tocol, when one SEAL is over-
taken the next jumps in after them.

Both SEALs are still missing.
A search and rescue mission is
underway and the waters in the
Gulf  of  Aden, where they were
operating, are warm, two of  the

US officials said.
The US Navy has conducted

regular interdiction missions,
where they have intercepted

weapons on ships that were
bound for Houthi-controlled
Yemen. The mission was not re-
lated to Operation Prosperity

Guardian, the ongoing US and in-
ternational mission to provide
protection to commercial  
vessels in the Red Sea, or the 
retaliatory strikes that the United
States and the United Kingdom
have conducted in Yemen over
the past two days, the official
said Saturday.

It was also not related to the
seizure of  the oil tanker St.
Nikolas by Iran, a third US of-
ficial said. 

The officials spoke on the con-
dition of  anonymity to discuss
details that have not yet been
made public.

Besides the defence of  ships
from launched drones and mis-

siles shot from Houthi-controlled
areas of  Yemen, the US military
has also come to the aid of  com-
mercial ships that have been the
targets of  piracy.

In a statement Saturday, US
Central Command said that
search and rescue operations
are currently ongoing to locate
the two sailors.

The command said it would
not release additional informa-
tion on the Thursday night in-
cident until the personnel re-
covery mission is complete. 

The sailors were forward-de-
ployed to the US 5th Fleet area
of  operations supporting a wide
variety of  missions. 

2 Navy SEALs missing after night mission off Somalia coast

RESTLESS VOLCANOES

A volcano spews lava and smoke as it erupts in Reykjanes Peninsula, Iceland. The eruption Sunday morning came
after a swarm of earthquakes near the town of Grindavik, the Icelandic Meteorological Office said. The 
community was evacuated overnight REUTERS

Mount Marapi volcano spews volcanic ash during an eruption as seen from Nagari
Bukik Batabuah in Agam, West Sumatra province, Indonesia REUTERS

Map shows the Kenya-Somalia coastline and disputed area AP PHOTO

DAVOS 2024

Ukraine peace top concern
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Davos, Jan 14: National secu-
rity advisors of  several coun-
tries met here Sunday to dis-
cuss a peace formula for Ukraine
and pushed for early restora-
tion of  peace in the war-hit coun-
try, with the host Switzerland
asserting that India can play a
key role with its influence and
relations with Russia.

The meeting also saw many
participants echoing India's po-
sition that war can never be a so-
lution and that dialogue was a
must to resolve the situation.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after the meeting, Swiss
foreign minister Ignazio Cassis
said Russia would be asked to join
the peace plan discussions at
some point in time but to bring
Russia on the table would re-
quire mediation by some coun-
tries. He said restoring peace is
the ultimate objective. The Swiss
Federal Councillor for Foreign
Affairs said currently, Russia is
not willing to make any con-

cessions,  but  there  is  no  
alternative to bringing both
countries to the table for which
a collective momentum would
be required from more than 100
countries, including those from
outside Europe.

“Stakes are very high, and we
need to go ahead. Without a di-
alogue, we cannot reach a sat-
isfactory objective. History shows
that war is not a solution,” Cassis
said. Replying to questions, he
said participation from BRICS
countries, including India, is
very important, as these are the
countries, which have got some

relations continuing with Russia.
He also lauded the position taken
by countries like India, saying
their actions are facilitating this
collective movement.

“They may be far away (phys-
ically from the conflict zone),
but they can play an important
role as they have influence. China
can also play a key role, and we
will have to work to involve
China in these meetings,” he
said. Asked whether Switzerland
can help bring China and Russia
on the table, Cassis replied in
the affirmative, saying, “Yes, I do
see  our  role  to  do  this” .

“Participation of  countries from
BRICS alliance is of  utmost im-
portance because these are the
countries, which have relations
and a degree of  trust with Russia.
Russia, of  course, is part of  that
group. Therefore, the presence
of  these countries is important.
We have Brazil, India, Saudi
Arabia, South America. We also
saw Ukraine President going to
Argentina.” All these actions are
facilitating this collective action.
While China was not present at
the meeting, India was repre-
sented by Deputy National
Security Advisor (NSA) Vikram
Misri.

The Swiss Foreign Ministry, in
a statement, said, “By organis-
ing the meeting, Switzerland
continues to support Ukraine
in achieving this goal”.

This was the fourth NSA meet-
ing on the peace formula pro-
posed by Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in 2022,
which follows ten principles
aimed at ensuring a just and
lasting peace in Ukraine.

THE MEETING SAW MANY PARTICIPANTS ECHOING INDIA’S POSITION THAT WAR CAN 
NEVER BE A SOLUTION AND THAT DIALOGUE WAS A MUST TO RESOLVE THE SITUATION

Republicans battle cold in Iowa 
PRESIDENTIAL RACE The Des Moines Register/NBC

News poll released late Saturday
gave Trump 48%, though his lead

slipped by 3 percentage points
from the December poll

Former South Carolina Governor
Haley was second at 20%, up 4

points, followed by Florida
Governor DeSantis with 16%,

down 3 points
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Taipei (Taiwan), Jan 14: A
war of  words erupted the day
after Taiwan’s presidential and
parliamentary elections, with
Taiwan Sunday accusing China
of  making “fallacious comments”
and China criticising the US for
congratulating the winner.

T he  verbal  spar ring  
highlighted the seemingly in-
tractable divide over Taiwan’s
fate, a major flashpoint in US-
China relations that risks lead-
ing to an actual war in the future. 

The victory of  Lai Ching-te
in Saturday’s election was a
setback for China’s efforts to
bring Taiwan under its con-
t r o l .   H i s  D e m o c r a t i c
Progressive Party advocates
maintaining the status quo, in
which Taiwan governs itself
but refrains from declaring for-
mal independence — a move
that could trigger a Chinese

military response.
China, meanwhile, calls for

what it terms a “peaceful re-
unification”, but that seems in-
creasingly unrealistic as most
Taiwanese have come to oppose
becoming part of  China. Taiwan
said as much, taking issue with
China over its often-repeated
line that Taiwan is a domestic
Chinese issue. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry
said in a statement on the 
election that “the Taiwan ques-
tion is China’s internal affair”
and "the basic fact that ....
Taiwan is part of  China will
not change”. Taiwan said that
statement  “is  completely  
inconsistent with international
understanding and the current
cross-strait situation.  It goes
against the expectation of  global
democratic communities and
goes against the will of  the peo-
p l e  o f  Ta i w a n  t o  u p h o l d  
democratic values. 

War of words after 
Taiwan election 
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Seoul, Jan 14: North Korea
fired a ballistic missile toward
the sea Sunday, its first missile
launch in about a month, it’s
neighbors said.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff  said the launch occurred
Sunday but gave no further de-
tails like how far the weapon
flew. Japan’s Defense Ministry
also said it detected a possible bal-
listic missile launch by North
Korea but gave no other details.

It is the North’s first missile
launch since it test-fired its
Hwasong-18 solid-fueled inter-
continental ballistic missile, the
North’s most advanced weapon,
December 18. The Hwasong-18 is
designed to strike the mainland US.

Sunday’s launch came days
after North Korea fired a bar-
rage of  artillery shells near the
tense sea border with South
Korea, prompting South Korea
to conduct similar firing exer-
cises in the same area. In recent
days, North Korea has also been
escalating its warlike rhetoric
against its rivals. Earlier this
week, leader Kim Jong Un called
South Korea “our principal
enemy” and threatened to  an-
nihilate it if  provoked.

Experts say Kim will likely
further raise animosities by test-
firing more missiles to try to
raise the stakes in the standoff
with his rivals and influence
the results of  South Korea’s 
parliamentary elections in April
and the US Presidential election
in November.

In a key ruling party meeting
in late December, Kim vowed to
expand his nuclear arsenal and
launch additional spy satellites
to cope with what he called 
US-led confrontational moves. 

N KOREA LAUNCHES
BALLISTIC MISSILE,
SOUTH KOREA SAYS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Jan 14: A resolution
seeking a delay in the February
8 general election was moved in
Pakistan’s Senate Sunday, two
days after a similar resolution
was submitted in the Parliament's
upper house.

The resolution, the third of
its kind to be moved in the Senate,
cited cold weather and security
concerns for the postponement
of  the elections. 

Tabled by independent Senator
Hilal-ur-Rehman, the resolution
said that extreme cold weather
and snowfall would create dif-
ficulties for citizens to cast votes
in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province and create challenges
for candidates trying to cam-
paign. “In the same way, due to
security concerns in the country,
especial ly  in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, candidates are
facing threats of  terrorist at-
tacks while campaigning,” it
said. The resolution added that
the security issue was also cre-
ating obstacles and limiting the
participation of  candidates in
their campaigns.

The resolution claimed that
due to the increasing “sense of
deprivation” and the fear of  the
province’s citizens being left out
of  the electoral process, the date
announced for the general election
was “unsuitable” for the province.

I t  urg ed the  Election
Commission of  Pakistan (ECP)
to delay polls to a date acceptable
for all the relevant stakehold-
ers, and that would also help re-
move hurdles in the way of  free
and fair elections. This comes two
days after a similar resolution,
seeking a three-month delay in
the general elections, was tabled
by independent Senator Hidayat
Ullah Friday. Ullah, too, cited
“security challenges” given the
rise in terrorist attacks in dif-
ferent parts of  the country as
the reason for the delay in polls.

Another resolution
seeking delay in polls
lands in Pak Senate
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Indian economy
has withstood

all geopolitical shocks in
the last couple of years
and it will also be able to
navigate the uncertainties
that lie ahead
JAYANTH R VARMA | 
MPC MEMBER, RBI

Bangalore has overtaken Delhi in terms of
the highest number of private cars in
India. According to the Delhi Statistical
Handbook 2023, released by the state
government, the number of private cars
registered in Delhi stood at 2.071 million
units as March 31 last year, reflecting a
38.8 per cent drop since March 31, 2021

PRIVATE CARS: B’LORE PIPS DELHI 
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I hope that
ticket prices
will come to

the right sweet spot
where customers will
travel and airlines
can make money

VINOD KANNAN | CHIEF, VISTARA

of the
day uote 

A crypto
market exists
in India through

peer-to-peer trading
and offshore
exchanges. However,
investors face risks
due to lack of legal safeguards

AJAY SRIVASTAVA | CO-FOUNDER, GTRI

This year, we
are likely to see
interest rates

decrease in the first
half of 2024 due to
the expected drop in
inflation. These
conditions are favourable for
investors who are looking to invest in
long-term opportunities, such as
REITs and InvITs

MANANKI PARULEKAR |
CO-FOUNDER, CLARAVEST TECHNOLOGIES

RIL seeks $10 for
coal-seam gas 
New Delhi: Reliance Industries
Ltd is seeking a minimum $10
rate for the gas it plans to
produce from coal seams, as it
altered its pricing formula to
reflect the changed energy
scenario. Reliance has sought
bids from users for 0.90
million standard cubic meters
per day of gas it will produce
from coal-bed methane (CBM)
block SP (West) _CBM-2001/1
in Madhya Pradesh, according
to a tender floated by the
company. Users have been
asked to quote a premium
they are willing to pay over
and above 12.67 per cent of
the Dated Brent crude oil
price. Gas price shall be
higher than 12.67 per cent of
Dated Brent plus premium ‘V’;
or the government-declared
monthly price for conventional
gas. The government-
mandated price for January is
$7.82 per mmBtu.

Rapido loss widens
New Delhi: Bike-taxi startup
Rapido saw its losses surge
nearly 54 per cent in the last
fiscal year (FY23) to `675
crore, from `439 crore in FY22.
An increase in riders’ cost, IT
and employee benefits were
behind Rapido’s surging
losses in the last fiscal year.
Incentives and charges paid to
riders accounted for 44 per
cent of the overall
expenditure, reports Entrackr.
This cost was `517 crore in
FY23, from `214 crore in FY22.
Meanwhile, the startup’s
revenue from operations
jumped 3 times to `443 crore
in FY23 from `145 crore in
FY22, according to its financial
statements filed with the
Registrar of Companies (RoC).

SHORT TAKES

business
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New Delhi, Jan 14: Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is
likely to step up efforts to boost
consumption and rural econ-
omy while keeping inflation
under check when she presents
her sixth straight Budget
February 1.

Experts said one way to boost
consumption is to put more
money in the hands of  people,
and one of  the possible ways of
doing it is by reducing the tax
burden through tinkering with
tax slabs or increasing the stan-
dard deduction.

Another proposal is related
to increasing the funds under
the rural employment guarantee
scheme MGNREGA and higher
payout for farmers.

Women and marginalised com-
munities may get additional sops
as part of  Sitharaman’s effort to
boost consumption ahead of  the
general elections, experts said.

Usually, interim Budgets,
which are presented in the Lok
Sabha ahead of  the general elec-
tions, do not contain fresh tax pro-
posals or new schemes.

In the interim Budget, the gov-
ernment will seek permission
from Parliament to meet its ex-
penses for 4 months of  the 2024-

25 fiscal.
It may contain proposals to

address immediate economic
problems, which cannot wait 4
months when the full budget is
presented after the formation
of  the new government.

According to experts, there is
an urgency to address the is-
sues concerning slack con-
sumption demand in the econ-
omy.

Deloitte India Partner Rajat
Wahi said that in the case of
FMCG and most of  the products

people consume on a daily basis,
consumer goods companies have
increased the prices in 8-10 quar-
ters mainly due to an increase in
input costs.

“So, global supply chain im-
pact, input prices going up, in-
flationary impact, interest rates
going up, all of  this is impacting
the lower income. It’s not only
rural, it is the poor segment of
urban areas where are seeing
these issues,” Wahi said.

Wahi said the bigger impact of
the price rise is being felt by the

poorer section of  society as the
number of  loan defaults has sig-
nificantly increased, he added.

According to advance esti-
mates of  GDP, the agriculture sec-
tor growth is expected to decel-
erate to 1.8 per cent in the current
fiscal from 4 per cent in 2022-23.

India Ratings & Research Chief
Economist Devendra Kumar
Pant said the main purpose of  a
vote-on-account is to allow the
government to spend money on
salaries, wages, interest pay-
ments, and debt services for four
months of  the next fiscal.

“But, if  there is a certain sec-
tion of  society which is under
stress, can we wait for 4-5 months
to take any action? If  in 5 months,
if  we don't do anything, the sit-
uation may turn from bad to
worse. There may be some in-
tervention for certain vulnera-
ble sections (in the interim
Budget),” Pant said.

The Index of  Industrial
Production (IIP) data for April-
November revealed that the out-
put of  consumer durables de-
celerated to 0.6 per cent, against
5.3 per cent in the same period
last year.

Although the consumer non-
durables output rose to 5.6 per
cent during the eight-month pe-
riod  of  2023 ,  i t  was  on a

favourable base as the output
had declined 2.2 per cent in the
April-November period of  2022.

One of  the ways by which
consumption demand can be
increased is by tinkering with
the new tax regime by making
it more attractive, thus leaving
more money in the hands of
taxpayers.

“Tax slab tweaking is always
a case for consideration in
Budget... In the new tax regime
there may be a pressure on the
Government to include deduc-
tions for interest on home loans,”
Deloitte India Partner Sanjay
Kumar said.

The government anyway
wants more and more people
to migrate to the new tax regime,
which has a lower rate but with
fewer exemptions, from the old
tax regime in which a taxpayer
can claim of  host of  deductions
for specified expenses like home
loans, children's education, PPF
contribution, and insurance
premium.

In addition to MGNREGA
(Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Act), the interim budget is also
likely to allocate funds for PM
Vishwakarma Yojana and other
skill development programmes
of  the government.

INTERIM 
BUDGET Rural economy in focus

The budget to be announced Feb 1 may highlight measures to boost consumption demand, push agri economy

The agriculture growth has not been what the
government had anticipated. The plan was to double

agri income, we haven’t seen that come through as yet
because of inflation
RAJAT WAHI | PARTNER, DELOITTE INDIA

Rural
economy
contributes 
25-30% to
GDP
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New Delhi, Jan 14: State-owned
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) has made two signifi-
cant back-to-back natural gas
discoveries in a Mahanadi basin
deepwater block in the Bay of
Bengal as its calculated game
plan of  venturing into high-risk
deep water exploration starts
yielding results.

The firm made the discover-
ies in the block MN-DWHP-
2018/1, which it had won in the
third round of  auction under
the open acreage licensing pol-
icy in 2019, two sources with di-
rect knowledge of  the develop-
ment said.

Significantly, the discoveries
have been made in an area, which
previously was classified as a
‘no-go’ area because of  national
security interests.

The first discovery, named

Uktal, is in 714 metres of  water
depth and flowed more than 3
lakh cubic metres per day of  gas
during initial testing, they said,
adding the other find is at a
water depth of  1,110 metres.

ONGC has notified the dis-
coveries to upstream regulator
Directorate  General  o f
Hydrocarbons (DGH) and is now
doing pool size and commercial
viability assessments, they said.

For a nation that imports
roughly half  of  its gas needs,
finding new reserves augurs
well for its energy security. India
is targeting raising the share of
natural gas in its energy basket
to 15 per cent by 2030 from the cur-
rent 6.3 per cent and more do-

mestic production will aid that.
Gas is being seen as a transi-

tion fuel in India’s journey to-
wards net zero carbon emission
by 2070. As the country pivots
away from polluting fossil fuels,
natural gas with a lower carbon
footprint is seen as a bridge fuel.

Natural gas extracted from
below ground or sea-surface is
used to generate electricity, make
fertilisers or turn into CNG to use
as fuel in automobiles and piped
to household kitchens for cook-
ing purposes. Greater use of  nat-
ural gas will replace coal in
power generation and liquid
fuels in industries.

Sources said ONGC was able
to fast-track exploration after

the government freed almost one
lakh square kilometres of  area
from restrictions for exploring
and producing oil and gas.

This area was called a ‘no-go’
area as it was either in the path
of  missile testing or on a satel-
lite launch route. Restrictions
on more than 98 per cent of  the
'no-go' areas were removed in
2022, allowing for energy com-
panies to send vessels and drill-
ships to find oil and gas.

ONGC acquired 1,432.14 sq
km of  3D seismic data in MN-
DWHP-2018/1 block (Mahanadi
deep-water) and spud well
MNDW181H-B-1 in August last
year.

The first of  its kind under the

open acreage licensing policy
(OALP) regime, the well has been
drilled by the mighty drillship
West Polaris.

Sources said these exploration
successes in Mahanadi offshore
will catalyse opening up new
exploration fronts, attracting
more investments.

ONGC had last year inked a
memorandum of  understand-
ing (MoU) with French energy
giant TotalEnergies to establish
a framework for the exchange of
information on deepwater off-
shore acreage, especially in the
Mahanadi and Andaman basins.
This was to enable Total to make
a decision on participating in
ONGC acreage, bringing its su-
perior technical strengths in
deepwater exploration and pro-
duction.

The firm had previously signed
heads  of  a g reement  with
ExxonMobil for deepwater ex-
ploration on the country's east
and west coasts. The tie-up with
Exxon focuses on the Krishna
Godavari and Cauvery basins
in the eastern offshore region and
the Kutch-Mumbai region in the
western offshore area.

India’s quest to move away from coal gets a double boost
The first discovery,
named Uktal, is in 714
metres of water depth
and flowed over 3L cubic
metres per day of gas
during initial testing. The
other find is at a water
depth of 1,110 metres

ONGC MAKES 
BACK-TO-BACK 
GAS DISCOVERIES 
IN MAHANADI BASIN
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New Delhi, Jan 14: Five of  the
top-10 most-valued firms added
`1,99,111.06 crore in market val-
uation last week, with Reliance
Industries emerging as the
biggest gainer, in-tandem with
bullish sentiments.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark jumped 542.3 points or 0.75
per cent. Benchmark equity in-
dices Sensex and Nifty surged
over 1 per cent to hit their fresh
all-time highs Friday.

While Reliance Industries,
Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), ICICI Bank, Infosys and
Bharti Airtel were the gainers
from the top-10 pack, HDFC
Bank, Hindustan Unilever,
ITC, State Bank of  India and
Life Insurance Corporation
of  India (LIC) were the lag-
gards, taking a combined hit
of  `76,098.67 crore.

Reliance Industries added
`90,220.4 crore taking its mar-
ket valuation to `18,53,865.17
crore.

The valuation of  TCS jumped
`52,672.04 crore to `14,20,333.97
crore. Shares of  Tata Consultancy
Services climbed nearly 4 per
cent Friday after the company re-
ported an 8.2 per cent growth in
net income for the December
quarter at `11,735 crore.

Reliance Industries retained
the title of  the most-valued firm
followed by TCS, HDFC Bank,
ICICI Bank, Infosys, Bharti
Airtel, Hindustan Unilever, ITC,
State Bank of  India and LIC.

Mcap of 5 of top-10
most-valued firms
jumps `1.99 lakh cr
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New Delhi, Jan 14: Automobile
shipments from India declined
21 per cent last year as many
overseas markets continued to
face monetary and geopolitical
crises, as per the latest SIAM
data.

Overall exports stood at
42,85,809 units last year com-
pared to 52,04,966 units in 2022.

Passenger vehicle shipments
rose 5 per cent to 6,77,956 units
last year from 6,44,842 units in
2022.However, other segments
like commercial vehicles, two-
wheelers and three-wheelers saw
a decline in exports last year.

Two-wheeler exports slipped
20 per cent to 32,43,673 units last
year from 40,53,254 units in 2022.

Similarly, commercial vehi-
cle shipments declined to 68,473
units last year from 88,305 units.

Three-wheeler exports de-
clined 30 per cent to 2,91,919
units last year from 4,17,178 units.

Society of  Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) Director
General Rajesh Menon told PTI
that in 2023, passenger vehicle ex-
ports were driven by vehicle
launches and pent-up demand in
markets like South Africa and the
Gulf  region.

In April-December this fis-
cal, Maruti Suzuki India led
the exports in the passenger
vehicle segment, with the ship-
ment of  2,02,786 units, an in-
crease of  6 per cent from 1,92,071
units a year ago.

Hyundai Motor India shipped
out 1,29,755 units in the third
quarter of  the current fiscal
compared to 1,19,099 units in the
same period of  last fiscal.

Kia India exported 47,792 units;
Volkswagen 33,872 units; Nissan
31,678 units; and Honda Cars
20,262 units in April-December
this financial year.

Automobile exports drop 21% YoY

For the regions where
two and three-wheelers
are sold, the challenges

of availability of foreign
exchange continue, which
has kept the demand
subdued
RAJESH MENON | 
DIRECTOR GENERAL, SIAM

Electronics exports to US jump over 2X
Electronics exports from India to the US jumped over two-fold year-

on-year to $6.6 billion during January-September 2023, industry body
ICEA has said. India Cellular and Electronics Association Chairman
Pankaj Mahindroo told PTI that this is an all-time high electronics
export from India, while the share of electronics imported from China
into the US market has declined. “Recent data highlights a notable
surge in India's electronics exports to the US, which increased by
approximately 253 per cent to an estimated $6.6 billion in the current
year (January-September), compared to an estimated $2.6 billion in the
same period last year,” Mohindroo said. According to data shared by
ICEA, India’s electronics exports to the US increased by more than 300
per cent from an estimated $1.3 billion in 2018 to an estimated $4.5
billion in 2022. The bilateral electronics trade between India and the US
has also seen an impressive rise of 84 per cent, with the current
estimate standing at $9 billion during January-September 2023 from an
estimated $4.9 billion in the same period preceding fiscal.

Over 7,500 axed in first 2 week into 2024
New Delhi: In just two weeks into the New
Year, at least 46 IT and tech companies
(including startups) have laid off more than
7,500 employees and the number is growing by
the day, as generative AI (GenAI) threatens
millions of jobs. The global layoffs, which
continued even in the holiday season late last year, are set to impact
the Indian workforce once again. According to the latest data from
layoff.fyi, a website that tracks tech sector job cuts, 46 tech companies
laid off 7,528 employees (till January 14). Tech companies, including
startups, around the world fired more than 425,000 employees in 2022
and 2023, with more than 36,000 employees being sacked in India in the
same time frame. Online rental platform Frontdesk became the first
tech startup to lay off employees in 2024 -- its entire 200-person
workforce -- during a “two-minute Google Meet call”. Gaming company
Unity announced to lay off 25 per cent of its workforce, or about 1,800
employees, in its fresh job cut round.

Governments owe $88 trillion in debt
London: World leaders are flocking to
Davos this week to pontificate on the
planet’s most pressing problems, CNN
reported. Two major wars, a shipping
crisis, cyberattacks on state institutions
and yet more alarming evidence of the
climate emergency mean there is no
shortage of talking points, CNN reported. But turning ideas into action
when governments owe an unprecedented $ 88.1 trillion -- equivalent
almost to the world’s annual economic output -- will be hard. Public debt
exploded during the pandemic and new borrowing this year is likely to
break records in several big economies, leaving governments less able to
respond to shocks such as financial meltdowns, pandemics or wars, CNN
reported. Even in the absence of a new crisis, soaring debt servicing costs
will constrain efforts to tackle climate change and care for aging
populations. Public services in many countries are already strained after
successive budget cuts. More worryingly still, as debt burdens grow,
governments could find themselves unable to borrow more to service
existing obligations and fund basic services adequately, CNN reported. A
government unable to finance its debt “would be forced to implement
abrupt and painful” spending cuts or tax hikes, said Michael Saunders, a
former member of the Bank of England’s monetary policy committee.

GRIM SITUATION
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New Delhi, Jan 14: Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) have
adopted a cautious stance and put
around `3,900 crore in Indian
equities in the first two weeks of
this month, against the back-
drop of  uncertainty over the in-
terest rate scenario.

The investment has slowed
down compared to ̀ 66,134 crore
attracted in the entire December.
Before that, FPIs invested ̀ 9,000
crore in November.

According to data with the de-
positories, foreign investors
made a net investment of  ̀ 3,864
crore in Indian equities this
month (till January 12).

Continuing geopolitical con-
flicts are also a persistent risk,
which foreign investors are cog-
nisant of  while making invest-
ment decisions, he added.

Meanwhile, FPIs continue to
be bullish on the debt market
and injected ̀ 7,912 crore during
the period under review, the data
showed.

This came following a net in-
vestment of  `18,302 crore in
December,  `14,860 crore in
November, and `6,381 crore in
October, data showed.

Overall, the total FPI flows in
2023 stood at `1.71 lakh crore in
equities and ̀ 68,663 crore in the
debt markets. Together, they in-
fused `2.4 lakh crore into the
capital market.

The flow in Indian equities
came following a worst net out-
flow of  `1.21 lakh crore in 2022
on aggressive rate hikes by the
central banks globally. Before
the outflow, FPIs invested money
in the last three years.  

FPIs infuse `3,900cr in Indian
equities during January 1-12

Investment has slowed
down compared to 

Rs 66,134cr attracted 
in entire December

REUTERS

Mumbai, Jan 14: Lenders to
India’s Go First have set January
31 as the deadline for financial
bids to acquire the airline, two
banking sources said Sunday.

Go First filed for bankruptcy
protection in May but lenders
have more recently been con-
sidering liquidating the airline
after failing to secure new in-
vestors.

“Banks have decided to give the
resolution process another go
and allow those suitors who have
shown prior interest a chance to
submit a concrete bid,” said a
banker with a state-run bank
that has exposure to Go First.

Indian carrier SpiceJet said
last month that it was consid-
ering an offer for Go First after
conducting due diligence.

Sharjah, UAE-based Sky One,
Africa-focused Safrik Investments
and U.S.-based NS Aviation have
also shown interest in Go First,
the two sources said.

Go First’s bankruptcy filing
lists Central Bank of  India, Bank
of  Baroda, IDBI Bank and
Deutsche Bank among creditors
to which the carrier owes a total
of  `65.21 billion.

Go First’s lenders
seek investor bids 
by end of January
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Melbourne, Jan 14: Until he
took on defending champion
Novak Djokovic at Rod Laver
Arena on opening Sunday here,
Dino Prizmic had never played
a Grand Slam match. The 18-
year-old Croatian qualifier, who
was born seven months after
Djokovic made his Grand Slam
debut in 2005, made the happy feel-
ing last as long as he
could. He even un-
settled the Serbian
at times, before
Djokovic won 6-
2, 6-7 (5-7), 6-3, 6-
4. 

The first set
played out
just about as
expected. From
there, it became quite
a ride. Prizmic took the
second set off  Djokovic and went
up a break in the third, stun-
ning a capacity crowd before the
world's No. 1-ranked player broke
back and took the set.

Prizmic didn’t give up even
when he trailed 0-4 in the fourth

set. He saved a breakpoint be-
fore getting a service break back.
He saved three match points at
3-5 down and made Djokovic
serve it out. He then saved a fur-
ther two match points before the
match ended in four hours and
one minute.

“He deserved every applause,
every credit he got tonight,”
Djokovic said. “Amazing per-
formance for someone who is 18
years old and never had the ex-
perience of  playing on a big stage.
Kudos to him,” the Serbian added. 

In another match, fifth-seeded
Andrey Rublev needed four hours
to beat Thiago
Seyboth
Wild 7-5, 6-
4, 3-6, 4-6, 7-
6  (8 -6) .
Rublev
later ad-
mitted
fears about
his  f irst -
round

match against Wild would end
like his friend Daniil Medvedev’s
did at last year’s French Open: in
an upset.

No. 12 Taylor Fritz needed a
medical timeout to get his left
ankle taped in the second set be-
fore he recovered to beat Facundo
Diaz Acosta 4-6, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4 in
a seesawing four-hour match. 

In the women’s segment eighth
seed Maria Sakkari advanced
with a 6-4, 6-1 win over Nao

Hibino of  Japan while
Caroline Wozniacki, who

in her first Australian
Open since becom-

ing a  mom, ad-
vanced when

20th-seeded
Magda Linette

retired while
trailing 6-

2, 2-0.
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Kuala  Lumpur,  Jan 14 :
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty faltered at the fin-
ishing line to end their dream run
at the Malaysia Open Super 1000
badminton tournament with a
narrow loss in the men’s dou-
bles final against World No. 1
pair China’s Liang Wei Keng
and Wang Chang here Sunday.
This is was the Indian pair’s

third loss against the Chinese duo
in the last four meetings.

Satwik and Chirag squandered
an opening game advantage and
an 11-7 lead in the decider to go
down 21-9, 18-21, 17-21 to Liang and
Wang in the summit clash which
saw both the pairs displaying
some exquisite strokeplay.

“We are happy with how we
played in the tournament but a
little disappointed that we could-
n’t control our nerves,” Satwik

said after the match. “We played
under lot more pressure and to-
wards the end made silly mistake
as  they ke pt  pressing us.
Hopefully, we will take revenge
next time,” he added.

The only time Satwik and
Chirag had emerged victorious
against the Chinese pair was
during their title-winning run at
Korea Open Super 500 last year.
Chirag said that they would like
to build on that in future. 

“Coach (Mathias Boe) said
that we should keep the racquet
up and move our foot. We knew
they would come back, we should
have been calmer, but they played
exceedingly well in the third
game,” Chirag said.

The Indians dominated the
proceedings early on, cruising to
a 5-1 lead with the help of  some
angled returns and accurate
placements. They built on that
and had a seven-point advantage
at the break. After resumption,
Satwik and Chirag built up an 18-
9 lead and they closed out the
game without any problem.

It was time for the Chinese
pair to run up a 8-2 lead in the sec-
ond game and they soon made it
11-6 at the break. After resump-
tion, the Indians started to draw
out errors from their opponents
to make it 15-17. A short serve
from Satwik gave two game
points to the Chinese and Liang
sealed it with a lethal return to
roar back into the contest.

The decider started with the
same breathtaking speed with
the Indians up 4-2 after Liang
was called for a service fault
for height. The Indians had a
four-point lead 11-7, at the in-
terval, but failed to cash on it.
However, after resumption,
Wang played brilliantly and
soon it was 12-all. 

Satwik seemed to falter a bit
in the end as he conceded a few
points on the flat pushes. It
helped the Chinese duo built up
a 19-16 lead and they closed out
the match without any problem.

Heartbreak for Satwik, Chirag 
INDIAN DUO FALLS AT THE FINAL HURDLE IN THE MALAYSIAN OPEN BADMINTON TOURNAMENT 

SO NEAR YET SO FAR: Satwiksairaj Rankireddy (in front) and Chirag Shetty during their doubles final at the Malaysian
Open badminton tournament in Kuala Lumpur, Sunday   PTI PHOTO

Djokovic cruises past Prizmic
FIRST-TIMER PRIZMIC
TAKES A SET AGAINST
THE 10-TIME DEFENDING
CHAMPION, BUT SERB
KEEPS HIS COOL TO WIN 

Leylah Fernandez 
bt Sara Bejlek
7-6 (5), 6-2 

Barbora Krejcikova bt 
Mai Hontama
2-6, 6-4, 6-3
Jannik Sinner bt 

Botic van de Zandschulp 
6-4, 7-5, 6-3

Amanda Anisimova bt 
Liudmila Samsonova

6-3, 6-4
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Doha, Jan 14: Talismanic Indian
forward Sunil Chhetri has urged
his teammates to look forward
and focus on the match against
Uzbekistan after the 0-2 loss to
heavyweights Australia in their
AFC Asian Cup opener here
Saturday.

The Blue Tigers put up a gritty
show to hold the Asian giants for
a goalless stalemate in the first
half. However, in the end the
superiority of  the Australians
prevailed and they won. 

“There are pros and cons to
this game. It’s not easy to play
the best team in Asia,” Chhetri
was quoted as saying Sunday
by the AIFF website. “We are
not used to playing superior
sides like these, as we don’t play
against them very often, so you
never know what to expect,”
Chhetri added.

The Indian skipper, who began
his career in 2005, failed to add
to his tally of  93 goals but he said
the focus is now on their match
January 18 against Uzbekistan.

“It’s a mixed bag of  feelings
right now. Once we watch the

videos, perhaps we will gain
more confidence and work on
the things that we could have
done better,” Chhetri stated.

“Uzbekistan are not Australia,
but they’re a good side nonethe-
less. So it will be a big challenge
in that game too,” added the
Indian skipper. 

India have two more matches
left in the group with Syria being
their last group stage opponents.
Not all is lost for the Blue Tigers
as they still can qualify for the

round of  last 16. While the top-
two advance directly, to make it
12 teams from six groups, the
top four third-placed team com-
plete the pre-quarters set.

Meanwhile head coach Igor
Stimac praised the performance
of  the team. “I am proud of  my
boys. They showed that they are
a bunch of  honest, hard-working
people, who are committed to
whatever we ask of  them,”
Stimac said.  “They played their
hearts out,” he added.

JOB WELL DONE: Novak Djokovic roars
in delight after his victory at Melbourne
Park, Sunday    AP PHOTO

OTHER RESULTS

CHHETRI ASKS MATES TO 
FOCUS ON UZBEK MATCH 
INDIA CONFIDENT OF

PUTTING UP GOOD
SHOW AGAINST 

SUPERIOR RANKED
UZBEKISTAN  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: Odisha
are poised to take a first innings
lead against Madhya Pradesh in
their Ranji Trophy Elite Group
D encounter being played in
Indore. At stumps on the third
day, Sunday, hosts Madhya
Pradesh were 246 for the loss
of  six wickets in reply to
Odisha’s massive first innings
score of  498. 

Resuming at their overnight
score of  493 for eight, Odisha
were bowled out with the addi-
tion of  only five runs to their
total. However, after that the
Odisha bowlers delivered with
tight control to keep a check on
the opposition batters. On a
pitch that did not have much
life,  the Odisha bowlers
bowled with a lot of  disci-
pline. 

Pacer Sunil Roul (3/76)
was the pick of  the
Odisha bowlers. He was
well-supported by his
counterparts Prayash
S i n g h  ( 2 / 5 5 )  a n d
Suryakant Pradhan (1/46).
All the three bowled with
a lot of  discipline, never al-
lowing the Madhya Pradesh bat-
ters to take control. 

The situation for Madhya
Pradesh could have been worse
had it not been for an unbeaten
century by Harsh Gawli (137
batting, 242b, 19x4). He stood
tall as the other MP batters
failed to tackle the Odisha
bowlers. Gawli and Saransh
Jain (40) added 101 runs for the

fifth wicket to take the team to
a position of  respectability. Roul
came back late in the day to dis-
miss Jain and Aryan Pandey
(17) and helped Odisha regain
the initiative. 

Earlier in the day Subhranshu
Senapati (277) failed to add to his
overnight score and was dis-
missed. Harshit Rathod (60 n
o) remained unbeaten as the in-
nings came to a close after just
eight deliveries.

Odisha take command 

A tense moment in
front of the Indian goal
during the game
played Saturday 

Sunil Roul

Resilient Indian eves
defeat New Zealand 
Ranchi: India rose from the
ashes Sunday to tame New
Zealand 3-1 with a spirited
performance in their second
pool match of the FIH Women's
Olympic Qualifier to keep alive
their hopes of securing a ticket
to the Paris Games. The hosts
had lost their first match of the
tournament to the US 0-1
Saturday. Sangita (first
minute) and Neha (12th and
14th) got the goals for India.
Overall, the Indian eves
displayed a much better
standard of hockey than they
did Saturday. The outstanding
performer for the team was
Salima Tete who was involved
in most of the Indian attacks
with her quick runs and
dribbling abilities.

De Bruyne inspires
Man City triumph 
London: A football
masterclass by Kevin De
Bruyne helped Pep
Guardioala’s Manchester City
beat Newcastle 3-2 at the St
James Park. De Bruyne came
in as a substitute in the
second half with City trailing
1-2. He scored a goal himself
and then set up Oscar Bobb’s
stoppage time winner.
Bernando Silva gave City the
lead with a fantastic goal, but
Newcastle hit back with goals
from Alexander Isak and
Anthony Gordon.  

Gold rush continues 
Jakarta: Indian shooters
continued to hit the bull’s eye
in the Asia Olympic Qualifiers
here Sunday, with Yogesh
Singh winning the men’s 25m
individual standard pistol gold
before combining with Amit
Kumar and Om Prakash to
claim the team event. Yogesh
shot 572 to clinch the standard
pistol gold and then partnered
with Amit (565) and Prakash
(553) for the team gold in the
event, bringing India’s overall
podium finishes to a
whopping 32, including 14
gold and 10 silver. It marks
India’s most successful outing
in the continental tournament.

Shaun retires 
Sydney: Australian cricketer
Shaun Marsh announced
Sunday his retirement from
professional cricket, with the
Melbourne Renegades’ fixture
against Sydney Thunders in the
Big Bash League Wednesday
being his last assignment. “I
have loved playing for the
Renegades. I’ve met some great
people over the last five years,
and the friendships I’ve made
will last a lifetime,” Marsh, 40,
said in a statement.

SHORT TAKES Mohun Bagan edge
out Hyderabad FC 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  Jan  14 :
Australian Dimitrios Petratov
scored from the spot in the dying
minutes of  the match to hand
Mohun Bagan Super Giants a
2-1 win over Hyderabad FC in the
Kalinga Super Cup football tour-
nament here Sunday. It was their
second successive win in the
tournament. While the Kolkata
giants have six points from two
matches, Hyderabad are virtu-
ally out of  the competition after
losing both their matches. 

Hyderabad opened the game on
a bright note and took an early
lead through Ramhlunchhunga
after a disastrous miscommu-
nication between Michael Hamill
and Arsh Anwar Shaikh in the
Mohun Bagan goal in the sixth
minute of  the game.

Although Mohun Bagan con-
trolled the majority of  ball pos-
session, it was Hyderabad who
had the better opportunities in the
first half. Apart from a Petratos
free-kick which was comfortably
saved by Hyderabad custodian
Kattimani in the 24th minute,
Mohun Bagan failed to create
clear opportunities to hit back.

In the second half  Mohun
Bagan were the better side. They
equalised when Jeremy scored
an own goal in the 88th minute. 

Two minutes later the referee
awarded Mohun Bagan a penalty
when Hugo Boumous was fouled
inside the penalty area by Mark
Zothanpuia and the ever-reliant
Petratos stepped in to convert and
help his side win. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Indore, Jan 14: Riding on a
flurry of  mighty maximums
Yashasvi Jaiswal (68, 34b, 5x4, 6x6)
and Shivam Dube (63 n o, 32b, 5x4,
4x6) smashed Afghanistan’s
bowlers to smithereens as India
made short work of  a 173-run
target to win the second T20I by
six wickets here Sunday. With the
victory, India also completed
their 15th T20 bilateral series
win on the trot. 

Earlier Gulbadin Naib (57,
35b, 5x4, 4x6) top-scored for
Afghanistan before the lower-
order batters Mujeeb Ur Rahman
(21, 9b) and Karim Janat (20,
10b) chipped in with useful con-
tributions to lift Afghanistan to
172 all out.

However, the spectators went
home a tad disappointed as both
Rohit Sharma (0) and Virat Kohli
(29) failed to get going. In his first
T20I since November 2022, Kohli
began with a lovely boundary
before Jaiswal smashed Fazalhaq

Farooqi for two sixes. Having
switched ends, Mujeeb leaked 19
runs with Jaiswal collecting three
fours and Kohli one. 

However, Naveen-ul-Haq cut
short Kohli’s highly promising
stay at the crease by having the
maestro caught at mid-off.

Unperturbed by Kohli’s dis-
missal, the duo of  Jaiswal and
Dube went about their task in a
brutal manner, leaving the
Afghan bowlers bruised and bat-
tered. They put on 94 runs for the
third wicket. Even though Jitesh
Sharma fell to a second ball duck,

Dube and Rinku Singh 
completed the formalities 

Asked to bat first, Afghanistan
scored at a brisk pace, but went
on losing wickets at regular in-
tervals and that set them back.
Arshdeep Singh (3/32) was the
most successful bowler for India,
but it was left-arm spinner Axar
Patel (2/17) who really put the
brakes on the Afghan batters.
Leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi (2/37)
took two wickets, but at times was
guilty of  bowling short. Bishnoi
was introduced early on and he
took a wicket with his first de-
livery dismissing Rahamanullah
Gurbaz (14). However, then Naib
attacked Bishnoi by hitting him
for a six and back-to-back bound-
aries in an over that the leg-
spinner conceded 18 runs. 
Brief  scores: Afghanistan 172
(Gulbadin Naib 57, Arshdeep
Singh 3/32, Axar Patel 2/27, Ravi
Bishnoi 2/37) lost to India 173
for 4 in 15.4 overs (Yashasvi
Jaiswal 68, Shivam Dube 63 n o)
by six wickets.

Jaiswal, Dube ensure victory

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 14: Aditya
Satpathy and Rutupar na
Choudhury won the men’s and
women’s singles crown at the
10th Utkal Odisha Open tennis
tournament which concluded
at the Kalinga Stadium here
Sunday. Both the finals were
tame affairs with Aditya and
Rutupar na winning their
matches in straight sets. 

In the men’s singles final Aditya
trounced compatriot Ashutosh
Das 6-0, 6-1. Aditya broke his op-
ponent’s service six times during
the match and never lost his serve
once. In the women’s final,
Rutuparna defeated Prisha Das
6-2, 6-3. In the second set, Das put
up a fight, but overall Rutuparna
was too strong for her.

The under-14 boys’ and girls’
singles titles were bagged by
Swastik Mohanty and Shazfa
Wa n i a .  S w a s t i k  d e f e at e d
Aahaan Mishra 6-4, 6-3 while
Shazfa overcame Sanrachana
Das 6-4, 6-3. 

Principal Secretary, MSME,
Saswat Mishra was present as
chief  guest and distributed the
prizes along with other digni-
taries who attended the event.

Aditya, Rutuparna emerge champions 

OTHER RESULTS
Men’s doubles: Satirtha Patnaik &
Asutosh Das bt Shimon Shastri &
Swostik S Pradhan 6-2,6-4
Senior men’s doubles (plus-40):
Satirtha Patnaik & Dayal Gangwar bt
Vivek Tibarewal & Prasant Patra 6-2,6-2
Senior men’s doubles (plus-50):
Bishwajit Mishra & Saswat Jena bt
Jeeten Mohanty & Snehasish Behera 9-5

INDIA ACHIEVE UNASSAILABLE 2-0 LEAD IN 3-GAME SERIES AGAINST AFGHANISTAN 

TWO TO TANGO: Yashasvi Jaiswal and Shivam Dube have a mid-pitch 
conversation during their partnership Sunday  PTI PHOTO
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