
Challenging role
Bhumi Pednekar shares her
experience of stepping into the
shoes of a journalist in film
‘Bhakshak’
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More trouble 
Former Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan and his wife Bushra Bibi have
been handed down 14 years of
imprisonment in a corruption case 
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Historic achievement
Vishnu Saravanan becomes the first
Indian sailor to qualify for successive
Olympics as he achieved the feat at
World Championships 

SPORTS | P12

The growth of eight key
infrastructure sectors slows to a
14-month low of 3.8 per cent in
December 2023
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SHORT TAKES

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Do watch news on TV, 
you’ll realise economy 

is doing very well

INDEX                         VARIATION

SENSEX 71752.11 612.21

NIFTY 21725.70 203.60

DOLLAR 83.13 `0.07

EURO 90.18 `0.11 

GOLD `63,010 `378
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MARKET WATCH

WEATHER

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

BBSR CTC

31.6° 29.5°
16.9° 17.0°
89% 89%
Nil Nil

FORECAST

DRY WEATHER
VERY LIKELY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Varanasi, Jan 31: The district
court here Wednesday ruled that
a priest can perform prayers be-
fore the idols in a cellar of  the
Gyanvapi Masjid here, a signif-
icant development in the legal bat-
tle over the mosque adjacent to
the Kashi Vishwanath temple.

The prayers will be conducted
-- apparently at regular intervals
-- by a pujari nominated by the
Kashi Vishwanath temple trust
and the petitioner who has claimed
his grandfather offered puja at
the cellar up to December 1993.

While the VHP welcomed the
order, Muslim side counsel
Mumtaz Ahmed said they will
challenge it in the high court. The
judge has said the plaintiffs can
submit their objections before the
court February 8.

The court has directed the
local administration to make
arrangements within seven days

for prayers in the cellar. This
will involve ‘proper arrange-
ments’ with metal barricades
at the complex. 

According to Hindu side coun-
sel Madan Mohan Yadav, the
barricades before the Nandi
statue facing the mosque's

'wazukhana' will be removed to
make way.

T he order  by  judg e  AK
Vishvesha comes days after an
Archeological Survey of  India
(ASI) report on the mosque com-
plex was made public.

The ASI survey, ordered by

the same court, in connection
with a related case, suggested
that the mosque was constructed
during Aurangzeb's rule over
the remains of  a Hindu temple.

Wednesday's order was deliv-
ered on the plea of  Shailendra
Kumar Pathak who claimed that
his maternal grandfather, priest
Somnath Vyas, offered prayers
till December 1993, advocate
Yadav said. 

He said the puja was stopped
during the tenure of  chief  min-
ister Mulayam Singh Yadav after
the Babri Mosque in Ayodhya
was demolished December 6,
1992.

The Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP), Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav and Uttar
Pradesh Deputy Chief  Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya wel-
comed the ‘historic decision’.
The BJP refrained from com-
menting on the development,
saying the matter is sub-judice.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 31: The RBI
Wednesday bar red Paytm
Payments Bank Ltd from ac-
cepting deposits or top-ups in
any customer account, prepaid
instruments,  wallets,  and
FASTags, among others after
February 29, 2024. The Reserve
Bank's action against Paytm
Payments Bank Ltd (PPBL) fol-
lows a comprehensive system
audit report and subsequent
compliance validation report of
the external auditors.

These reports revealed per-
sistent non-compliances and
continued material supervisory
concerns in the bank, warrant-
ing further supervisory action,
the RBI said in a statement.

“No further deposits or credit
transactions or top ups shall be
allowed in any customer ac-
counts, prepaid instruments,
wallets, FASTags, NCMC cards,
etc. After February 29, 2024, other
than any interest, cashbacks, or
refunds which may be credited
anytime,” it said.

The central bank further said
withdrawal or utilisation of  bal-

ances by its customers from their
accounts including savings bank
accounts, current accounts, pre-
paid instruments, FASTags,
National Common Mobility
Cards are to be permitted with-
out any restrictions, up to their
available balance.

The RBI in March 2022 had
directed PPBL to stop onboard-
ing new customers with imme-
diate effect.

Meanwhile, according to re-
ports, Paytm app will continue
to operate as usual, except for
those linked to Paytm Payments
Bank. These will operate till
February 29, or until the bal-
ance is exhausted. 

Simplified, it will mean cus-
tomers can continue to use Paytm
as a digital payment option so
long as their account is linked to
an external bank.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi ,  Jan  31 :  T he
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
Wednesday arrested Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) leader
Hemant Soren after over seven
hours of  questioning on money
laundering charges in an al-
leged land fraud case, official
sources said.

Before his arrest, Soren ten-
dered his  resignation as
Jharkhand chief  minister to
Governor CP Radhakrishnan at
the Raj Bhavan and was then
taken to the ED office here.

Sources claimed
48-year-old Soren
was ‘evasive’ in his
replies during his
questioning and
hence was taken
into  custody under  the
Prevention of  Money Laundering
Act (PMLA).

The ED is expected to pro-
duce Soren before a special
PMLA court here and the
agency will seek his remand
for custodial interrogation, the
sources said.

The sources said the agency
put across 15 questions to Soren
during the second round of  ques-
tioning in the case. He was first
quizzed January 20.

The JMM leader was shown
the typed statements he recorded
with the agency and before tak-
ing him in custody, his signa-
tures were sought on these doc-
uments. 

It was, however, not clear if
he signed them.

The allegations of  money laun-
dering against the JMM leader
pertain to the alleged illegal pos-
session of  certain immovable
assets apart from his purported
links with members of  the ‘land
mafia’.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 31: Chief
Minister  Naveen Patnaik
Wednesday launched affordable
bus services in Deogarh, Angul
and Dhenkanal districts under
the flagship scheme - Location
Accessible Multi-modal Initiative
(LAccMI) - which aims at con-
necting panchayats to blocks
and blocks to district head-
quarters.

A total of  101 buses were made
operational in these three dis-
tricts that will connect 440 pan-
chayats to the block headquar-
ters, officials said. 

The affordable bus service
under LAccMI in the three dis-
tricts will benefit more than 27
lakh people, they added.

While 17 buses will operate
in Deogarh, 29 will ply in Angul
district and 55 buses will oper-
ate in Dhenkanal, they said.

The Chief  Minister said the
bus service was aimed at re-
ducing the daily hassles of  peo-
ple and commuting costs.

The buses will take children
to schools and colleges, patients
to hospitals, and farmers to mar-
kets, he said.

Patnaik said his government
was working to transform the
villages. 

Notably, the scheme was first
launched in Malkangiri district
October 12, 2023.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Johannesburg, Jan 31: The
planned auction of  dozens of
artefacts belonging to Nelson
Mandela has been suspended
pending a court application to
completely halt it, the body that
protects South Africa’s cultural
heritage said.

The online auction had been
scheduled by New York-based
Guer nsey’s auction house
February 24, in conjunction with
Dr Makaziwe Mandela, the eld-
est daughter of  the anti-apartheid
icon and South Africa’s first
democratically elected presi-
dent who died in 2013.

It had received widespread
criticism from the public and
the South African government,

which is supporting a court ap-
plication by the South African
Heritage Resources Agency, or
SAHRA, to appeal an earlier
court judgment that gave the
auction the go-ahead.

Items listed for the auction
include Mandela’s iconic Ray-
Ban sunglasses and ‘Madiba’
shirts, personal letters he wrote
from prison, as well as a blanket
gifted to him by former U.S.
President Barack Obama and
his wife Michelle.

A champagne cooler that was
a present from former U.S.
President Bill Clinton was also on
the list, with bidding for it start-
ing at $24,000. Also among the

items is Mandela’s ‘book’ — his
identification document follow-
ing his 1993 release from prison.

On its website, Guernsey’s de-
scribed the planned auction as
‘nothing short of  remarkable,’ and
said that proceeds would be used
for the building of  the Mandela
Memorial Garden in Qunu, the
village where he is buried.

A note on the auctioneers’
website Tuesday indicated that
the auction had been suspended
without providing any further de-
tails.

SAHRA said in statement that
the suspension is a result of  its
engagement with Dr Mandela
and the auction house.

LAccMI covers
3 more districts

Mandela artefacts auction put on hold
Items listed for the auction included Nelson Mandela’s iconic Ray-Ban sunglasses & ‘Madiba’ shirts

Court allows puja in Gyanvapi
VHP WELCOMES ORDER; MUSLIM SIDE COUNSEL MUMTAZ

AHMED SAYS THEY WILL CHALLENGE IT IN THE HIGH COURT

People celebrate in Varanasi after the court’s order PTI PHOTO

10-year-old raped while
returning from school
Cuttack: A 10-year-old girl, who
lives in an orphanage, was
allegedly raped in Cuttack when
she was returning from school,
police officials said Wednesday.
The incident happened in College
Square area near Cuttack railway
station Monday afternoon, they
said. She is, at present, undergoing
treatment at SCB Medical College
and Hospital, Railways SP BP Dehury
said, adding she has been living in
the orphanage after the death of her
mother as her father is in jail. After
the incident, she somehow managed
to return to the orphanage and
narrated her ordeal. A four-member
police team is investigating the case.

Hemant Soren
in ED custody

RBI blow to Paytm bank

Dog squad of Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) display their skills
during the inauguration
of ‘Interactive Museum
Exhibits’ at Shivaji Park
Metro Station, in New
Delhi, Wednesday 

PTI PHOTO

FRIEND 
INDEED

Garland of slippers on Tipu
statue; K’taka town tense
Raichur, (Karnataka): Karnataka’s
Sirwar town in Raichur district was
tense following the violation of the
statue of the erstwhile ruler of
Mysuru, Tipu Sultan, Wednesday.
Some miscreants garlanded the
statue of Tipu Sultan with slippers in
the wee hours of Wednesday and
people came to know about it in the
morning, leading to widespread
anger. A large number of people
came out in the open condemning
the incident and staged a protest at
the Tipu Circle. They also blocked the
road demanding immediate arrest of
the people behind the vandalism.

Core sector growth dwindles 

LAND
FRAUD
CASE



SNOOP DOGG TO HOST 
SUPER BOWL AFTER-PARTY
Rap legend Snoop Dogg will host a Super Bowl after-
party in Las Vegas. He is preparing to co-host an
after-party alongside Dr Dre February 11, following
the Super Bowl final between the San Francisco 49ers
and the Kansas City Chiefs at Allegiant Stadium.

Hyderabad: Dating rumours between Rashmika
Mandanna and Vijay Deverkonda have been a hot topic
among fans. Recently, their engagement rumours got
circulated which came to an end after Vijay clari-
fied them as untrue. 

There have also been reports about the couple being
in a live-in relationship currently and having no in-
tention of  tying the knot anytime soon, keeping their
focus on their uprising career.

Rashmika, speaking about her relationship with
Vijay, recently expressed that she shares a strong bond

with the Liger actor. She revealed that despite hav-
ing essentially grown up together in the business, their
friendship is not just on the silver screen. Rashmika
said she had complete faith in Vijay’s judgement,
emphasising that he is not just a ‘yes’ man but rather
someone who offers insightful and honest feedback.

Rumours of  Rashmika and Vijay’s romance have
been going on since their movie together in 2018,
even though the two have never openly disclosed
their relationship. From a beach vacation in the

Maldives to recent sightings in Vietnam, their
strong relationship has been clear to see. 

Rashmika, when asked about the dating ru-
mours, called them ‘cute.’

The south star has become one of  the
leading ladies in the Hindi film industry
after her back-to-back appearances in main-
stream movies.                                      AGENCIES

Mumbai: Four years and counting, Alaya F is enjoying
her run in front of  the camera. The actress made her
debut on the big screen with Jawaani Jaaneman
in 2020 and despite the pandemic playing spoil-
sport, Alaya transitioned to OTT and has got
her name on some big hits. 

Alaya, when asked if  she still finds it dif-
ficult to get offers even after making her
debut four years ago, said, “More than the
offers, I feel I have to consistently keep prov-
ing myself. For example, there’s a proj-
ect I really want, I try to get a meet-
ing with the director or the producer.
I go to them and I say, ‘I want to do
this. Tell me what I need to prove
to you to get this project.’ I pursue film-
makers, am doing my auditions, a
part of  which people don’t know.”

Alaya is not too often seen partying
like other star kids. On this she
explained, “The thing is, when
work comes, I have my blinders
on and I don’t have the phys-
ical or mental capacity to go
out. So when I’m actively
working, I disappear.”

She went on to
add, “I’m not averse
to partying, just
that I  feel like
everything in its
right amount is
always healthy
and wonder-
ful.” AGENCIES

Mumbai: The trailer for Bhumi
Pednekar’s next film, Bhakshak (lit-
erally translating to predator) was
released. In the film, the actress will
be essaying the role of  an inves-
tigative journalist, who is out to ex-
pose those involved in a case of
sexual assault of  girls at a shelter
home.

Sharing her experience of  step-
ping into the shoes of  a journalist,
Bhumi said, “Journalism is a dif-
ficult career...it needs a lot of
courage to ask the right questions,
especially to the people who are in
power. I salute the journalists out
there for doing their job with in-
tegrity and fearlessness. I have
learned a lot by working on this
film. I feel honoured.”

The Thank You for Coming ac-
tress also talked about the chal-
lenges of  working on

Bhakshak which is based on a sen-
sitive and hard-hitting topic. 

“The film asks questions at a
core level that is bound to
shake one’s conscience. I
hope the film sparks con-
versations that lead to
meaningful change. The
film sheds light on the
crimes against the chil-
dren,” she also added.

Bhakshak also
stars Sanjay Mishra,
Sai Tamhankar and
Surya Sharma. It is
backed by Gauri
Khan and Gaurav
Verma under the
banner of  Red
Chillies
Entertainment.
AGENCIES

P2

leisure
Singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran performed for a
tough crowd in Japan. The Shape of You
hitmaker, 32, recently returned to the same cat
cafe where he sang Thinking Out Loud to a
group of uninterested felines in 2014.
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AQUARIUS
Your creativity will come to
the fore today. Music will
give an outlet to your emo-
tions and creativity, says Ganesha. You
will aim for the bull's eye, and to every-
one's surprise, you'll hit it, too. The day
is expected to go well; however, some
unforeseen events in the evenings may
spoil your mood, and may even create
some confusion.

PISCES
With Ganesha's blessings
you will be successful in
executive meetings and
appointments with high level bureaucrats.
You will make contacts with the right peo-
ple due to luck being on your side today.
This will directly affect your capabilities
and fame at work. 

SAGITTARIUS
Cash transactions will 'flow'
your way. Money comes
easy to itching palms, says
Ganesha, and you will enjoy the green
scene as you take stock of your finances
with precision. Beware of people with a
negative attitude as it might inflict worry
on your fortunes, says Ganesha.

LIBRA
Today, it is rather unlikely
that you will get whatever
you wish for. Internal strife
with people around you may dominate
your workplace, but you shall be able to
negotiate this tough state of affairs with
deftness, predicts Ganesha. Patience is your
key to get over psychological turmoil.

SCORPIO
Flaunt your sunny side up as
the day begins on a cheerful
note. Ganesha says, you will
enjoy cordial relations with people
around you. Overall, the day seems to be
good. You spend quality time with your
beloved. Passion and love may rejuvenate
your love life.

LEO
To fulfill your stated goals
and aspirations you will
work harder than usual
today. You will take on more responsibili-
ty, and will garner praise for your busi-
ness acumen. Going out to lunch or din-
ner with friends is a distinct possibility
and you will in all probability generously
offer to bear all the resulting expenses,
says Ganesha.

VIRGO
You will be unstoppable
today, no one will be able to
defeat you in any task.
However, Ganesha says you will spend
most of your time today running after illu-
sions. Unknowingly, you may attract
unwanted anxiety related to current work.

GEMINI
You face a hectic and chal-
lenging day up ahead. You
will be busy trying to com-
plete long pending projects at the office
and in trying to fulfill all your responsi-
bilites. This will leave you feeling tired and
listless. You will feel at ease during the
later half of the day and will be able to
indulge in some fun and frolic.

CANCER
For some reason you will
remain very alert, in fact
quite hyperactive, during
the day. Do not pay much heed, if your
colleagues find you and your approach a
bit hysterical. Relax, though! The same
people will applaud you and your efforts,
later in the evening. 

ARIES
You will understand that
being generous with your
knowledge is a very satisfy-
ing thing. Ganesha says when you give
something, it will be returned to you nine-
fold in the future. Since you have decided
to be more open-minded and considerate,
you will gain a lot by way of respect.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Ganesha promises you a
bright, eventful day ahead.
The day is likely to com-
mence with a series of important meet-
ings and conferences. Later, you will be
motivated to take up something
extraordinary, something challenging
and rewarding. You are assured of suc-
cess in whatever you take up this day. 

CAPRICORN
You're not somebody who
would do something just for
the sake of doing it. In fact,
your desire to achieve your dreams will
lead you towards putting your best foot
forward and probably setting up a new
business venture. Today, you'll also get
done with some old assignments or proj-
ects, says Ganesha.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

SHEERAN PLAYS MUSIC 
FOR FELINES AT CAT CAFE 

Bhumi on being in 
a journo’s shoes

Mumbai: In the golden era of  the
Hindi film industry,  Sridevi and
Amitabh Bachchan were iconic ac-
tors. While many dreamt of  shar-
ing the screen with Big B, Sri was
different. She wanted to be a part of
movies that put women in the spot-
light. So, when the Sholay actor
wanted her for the 1992 film Khuda
Gawah, he had to come up with a
creative way to convince her.

A delightful incident unfolded
on the film set, as revealed in the
book Sridevi: The Eternal Screen
Goddess by Satyarth Nayak. 

Saroj Khan, the late choreogra-
pher working with Sridevi, re-
counted the day when Bachchan
sent a truck full of  roses to woo
her. The truck tilted, showering
Sridevi with flowers. It was a stun-
ning sight, but the actress remained
unconvinced. She felt there wasn’t
enough substance for her in the
film.

Sri then made an interesting de-
mand – she agreed to star along-
side the Coolie actor only if  she
could play the roles of  both his wife
and daughter in the movie. 

Filmmakers Manoj Desai and
Mukul Anand accepted her condi-
tion, and the result was the movie
proved to be a massive hit in both
actors’ careers.

Interestingly, before Khuda
Gawah, Ramesh Sippy had plans
to cast Sridevi and Bachchan in his
film Ram Ki Seeta Shyam Ki Geeta,
where they would have double
roles. 

The famous song Jumma
Chumma was initially in-
tended for this film. Saroj
Khan shared that the sequence
involved Amitabh, a cop, catch-
ing Sridevi, a pickpocket, red-
handed, and the humorous de-
mand for a ‘chumma’ (a
kiss).

However, the film never
materialised, and the song
found its place in the 1991
film Hum ,  featuring
Amitabh Bachchan and
Kimi Katkar.

The last time fans wit-
nessed the magic of
Bachchan and Sridevi
on-screen was in the 2012

film English Vinglish, directed by
Gauri Shinde. In this film, Bachchan
made a special appearance, creating
a memorable cinematic moment
for film enthusi-
asts.              

AGENCIES

‘I HAVE TO KEEP 
PROVING MYSELF’

Big B once sent a truck full of roses to woo SriRashmika addresses 
her dating rumours 

Amitabh Bachchan and Sridevi in Khuda Gawah
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NEW DCP TAKES CHARGE

Kanwar Vishal Singh takes charge
as the deputy commissioner of

police, Cuttack, Wednesdaydowntown

IN LORD’S ABODE: Devotees from several parts of the state arrive in Puri to witness the recently inaugurated Srimandir Parikrama Prakalpa in Puri, Wednesday  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 31: The
First World Odia Language
Conference 2024, which is sched-
uled to be held from February 3
to 5 at Janata Maidan here, will
witness an array of  topics put up
for discussion including the one
on Jagannath Consciousness. 

According to sources, the con-
ference is a celebration of  the an-
tiquity and continuity of  Odia,
which is one of  the six classical
languages of  India. The confer-
ence will have 16 academic ses-
sions on various topics con-
nected  to  Odia  langua g e,
literature and cultural heritage. 

There will also be special ses-
s ion on Ja g annath
Consciousness. A session on fu-
ture aspect and opportunities
for Odia language will be dis-
cussed in the session named
‘Odisha @2036: A Space for
Tomorrow’.

Many international scholars
like Padma Shri Herman Kulke,
Uwe Skoda, Arlo Grif fths,
Annette Achmiedchen and many
scholars with national repute
will participate in the delibera-
tions.

Eminent  l inguist
Debiprasanna Pattanayak will be
fel ici tated  with  Li fet ime
Achievement Award for his con-
tribution to Odia language and
linguistics.

This apart, Jnanpith Award
winners, Padma awardees,
Sahitya Academy awardees,
Kabir Samman Awardees, win-
ners of  highest awards of  state
academies will also be felici-
tated.

The conference will showcase
a well-curated exhibition of

Odisha’s
glorious
past ,  i ts
transfor-
mative
present and
the aspira-
tional future.
The exhibition
is organised on three
broader themes and time-
lines namely - Ancient, Mediaval
and Modern.

In the exhibition, the evolution
and development  of  Odia
Language & Script; ancient rock
edicts, copper plate, palm leaf
manuscripts, Kalinga style of
temple architecture, maritime
and trade contacts of  Odisha
will be highlighted with arte-
facts and paintings.

The renaissance of  Odia
Literature during the medieval
period will be showcased. The Art
& Craft Traditions, Dances and
Music traditions will be high-
lighted.

The arrival of  printing press
and the impact it created in the
spread of  Odia language will be
highlighted with appropriate
artefacts and photos. The role

played by news-
papers and peri-
odicals and mod-
er n thought
leaders will be

highlighted.
Since the cur-

rent age is driven
by science & technol-

ogy, Odia language and
script have to be ready to face

the challenges of  the fast-chang-
ing world. The conference will
not only deliberate on this issue
but also give a glimpse of  ini-
tiatives being taken to take Odia
language to the global stage.

The initiatives the state gov-
ernment is taking includes show-
casing Odia Virtual Academy,
plans for increasing pages of
Odia in Wikipedia and Odia
fonts. Odia’s Journey towards
digital age will also be on display.

Moreover, a special tribute
will be paid to Utkal Gaurab
Madhusudan Das February 4.
In order to promote reading
habits among schoolchildren
and youngsters, a concept of
“Asa Padhiba” will be highlighted
through a mobile library bus
and mobile book cart.

Jagannath Consciousness to
figure in Language Conference

International
scholars like Padma

Shri Herman Kulke, Uwe
Skoda, Arlo Griffths, Annette

Achmiedchen and many
scholars with national

repute will participate in
the deliberations

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 31: As Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is set to present her
sixth consecutive Budget
February 1, surpassing the five-
budget streak of  her predeces-
sors, including Manmohan
Singh,  Ar un Jait ley,  P
Chidambaram and Yashwant
Sinha, Orissa POST takes time
out to speak to a cross-section of
citizens and experts about their
expectations from the Interim
Budget - the last before the gen-
eral elections 2024. 

Basudev Bhatt, an educa-
tionist, expects more allocation
for National Education Policy
(NEP) for this academic year.
“We need huge funds for imple-
mentation of  education schemes
in India,” Bhatt said adding that
Odisha needs more than Rs 2
lakh-crore budget for infra-
structure development. This is
a crucial period for education, es-
pecially when general elections

are round the corner, he added.
Srusti Mishra, a student, said,

“I truly believe the government
will look into easing the finan-
cial and regulatory challenges re-
volving around the expansion
of  higher education institutes.
The Budget for education should
focus on empowering our youths
to be ready for a fast-evolving
world.” The Budget may also
put emphasis on skill develop-
ment, online learning platforms,
teacher training, and initiatives
for affordability and accessibil-

ity, particularly for marginalised
communities, she added.

Amrit Pattajoshi, a doctor by
profession, opined that the gov-
ernment should provide more
funds for research in healthcare.
There should also be increased
deduction for health insurance
premiums and some social se-
curity schemes for the high tax-
payers. 

Similarly, environmentalist
Jaya Krushna Panigrahi said,
“Expectations from the Union
Budget, especially when the

general elections are knocking
at the door, remains sky-high in
each and every field. While low-
and middle-income groups have
strong hopes of  tackling price
rise, improving public health
facility and creating jobs, the na-
tion needs to explore further
economic potential and sus-
tainable infrastructure devel-
opment focusing on future se-
curity.” However, environment
enthusiasts are keen to see in the
Budget ambitious climate mit-
igation and adaptation meas-
ures and enhanced scope for
green businesses, jobs and in-
frastructural developments, he
added.

Alok Ranjan Behera, an econ-
omist, felt that the Interim Budget
is going to be crucial. He said that
the Centre should focus on agri-
culture and rural economy keep-
ing in mind the elections.
“Moreover, the government will try
to impress the voters with incen-
tives and freebies. “MSMEs will get
incentives in the Budget,” he added.

‘Budget should focus on all-round devpt’

IIMC gets deemed
univ status, can
offer doctoral progs 

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Jan 31: The Indian
Insti tute  of  Mass
Communication (IIMC), a 58-
year-old institution known for its
journalism and mass commu-
nication courses with a campus
in Dhenkanal, was Wednesday
granted the status of  a deemed-
to-be university, empowering it
to award degrees rather than
just diplomas, according to the
Union Ministry of  Education.

The newly-awarded status will
also empower the IIMC to offer
doctoral programmes.

The institute, established under
the Union Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
in August 1965, is one of  the coun-
try’s premier institutions of  its
kind, providing quality training
in journalism and undertaking
meaningful research in media
and mass communication.

“On the  advice  of  the
University Grants Commission
(UGC),  the  Ministry  of
Education, in exercise of  powers
conferred under Section 3 of  the
UGC Act, 1956, hereby declares
the Indian Institute of  Mass

Communication, New Delhi,
along with its five regional cam-
puses in Jammu, Amravati
(Maharashtra) ,  Aizawl
(Mizoram), Kottayam (Kerala)
and Dhenkanal (Odisha) as an in-
stitution deemed-to-be-univer-
sity under distinct category," the
ministry said in an official no-
tification.

“IIMC, New Delhi, shall be-
come compliant with the UGC
(Institutions-deemed-to-be-
Universities) Regulations, 2023,
within a period of  six years from
the date of  issuance of  the no-
tification. The entire moveable
and immoveable assets will be
legally transferred in the name
of  IIMC, New Delhi, within one
year,” it said.

IIMC shall not indulge or en-
gage in any activities that are of
commercial and profit-making
in nature, the notification added. 

The institute currently offers
postgraduate diploma in jour-
nalism courses in English, Hindi,
Urdu, Odia, Marathi, Malayalam,
radio and television, and ad-
vertising and public relations.

Headquartered at the full-fledged
campus in New Delhi, IIMC has
regional campuses in Dhenkanal
(established in 1993), Aizawl (es-
tablished in 2011), Amravati (es-
tablished in 2011), Jammu (es-
tablished in 2012) and Kottayam
(established in 1995) to provide
quality media education in the
respective regional languages, in
addition to various courses of-
fered at the national level.

ALOK RANJAN
BEHERA

AMRIT 
PATTAJOSHI

BASUDEV 
BHATT

JAYA KRUSHNA
PANIGRAHI

SRUSTI 
MISHRA

TAKING STOCK: Newly-appointed RDC (Central Division) Ranjan Kumar Das and Cuttack Collector Vineet Bhardwaj,
along with senior officials, visit Netaji Birthplace Museum at Odia Bazar in the Silver City, Wednesday  OP PHOTO

2 bike lifting gangs 
busted; three held
DEBADURLLAV HARICHANDAN, OP

Bhubaneswar,  Jan  31 :
Commissionerate  Police
Wednesday claimed to have
busted two bike lifting gangs
and arrested three persons in
this connection. The police have
confirmed seizure of  21 bikes
that were lifted from public
places. 

Bhubaneswar deputy com-
missioner of  police (DCP)
Prateek Singh said a complaint
was registered at Capital po-
lice station by Rajesh Kumar
Patra alleging that a Yamaha FZ
motorcycle was robbed from
Forest  Park parking area
January 27, 2024. 

The police swung to action
and arrested Rakesh Kumar
Nayak, a native of  Kandhamal,
in connection with the case,
he added. The police seized a
total of  15 motorcycles, 20 du-
plicate keys and a cellphone
from the possession of  Rakesh,
said Singh. 

Moreover, it has come to no-
tice that Rakesh is the owner of
a momo stall who robs motor-
cycles whenever he finds op-
portunities.

In the second case, Pahala
police have arrested two indi-
viduals, Amitabha Swain and
Rajendra Nayak, both from
Jagatsinghpur, in connection
with bike theft, and seized six
motorcycles from their pos-
session.

About the modus operandi,
the DCP said the accused have
expertise in lifting bikes that do
not have double-locking system
and are usually old. 

Later, they sell the bikes at
below market prices in interior
parts of  the state. 

The entire operation is man-
aged by more than 4 to 5 people,
who are tasked with robbing the
bikes and later selling the booty
to potential customers.

AGENCIES

Ranchi, Jan 31: Jharkhand
Transport Minister Champai
Soren, who was unanimously
elected as the JMM legislative
party leader by the ruling al-
liance in the state after Hemant
Soren’s resignation and subse-
quent arrest by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), has staked his
claim before Gover nor CP
Radhakrishnan to form the new
government, Wednesday.

The ruling alliance proposed
the senior Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM) leader’s name
as the new chief  minister.

Earlier, Hemant Soren ten-
dered his resignation to the
Governor at Raj Bhavan, where
he went along with alliance leg-
islators.

“Hemant Soren has resigned
as  the  chief  minister  of
Jharkhand. The ruling JMM-
Congress-RJD alliance has pro-
posed the name of  senior JMM
leader Champai Soren as the
new CM,” state Congress pres-
ident Rajesh Thakur said.

Champai Soren was key in
the movement for the creation of
a separate state of  Jharkhand.

He has been a legislator from

Seraikela Assembly constituency
for more than three decades
since 1991 and is known to be a
loyalist of  JMM supremo Shibu
Soren.

Born in November 1956 at
Jilinggora village in Jharkhand’s
Seraikela-Kharsawan district,
Champai is a matriculate and
father of  seven children. He is the
son of  a farmer and is not related
to the Hemant Soren family.

Hemant in ED custody;
Champai to be new CM

Tribal outfits call 
Jharkhand bandh

Protesting the arrest of former
CM Hemant Soren, several

tribal outfits gave a call for
Jharkhand bandh Thursday.
Speaking to PTI, Kendriya Sarna
Samiti president Ajay Tirkey said
15-20 tribal organisations from
across the state will join the
shutdown. “Despite cooperating
with the ED in the investigation,
Hemant Soren was arrested. We
protest this,” he said. Tirkey said
that emergency services would
not be hampered by the
shutdown. “We will not disturb
schools if they were opened
Thursday,” he added. 
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ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 31: The
Bhubaneswar Development
Authority (BDA) has announced
the launch of  the Ekamra Utsav,
a vibrant festival celebrating
the rich tapestry of  Odia lan-
guage and culture. Scheduled
from February 3 to 9, 2024, the
event coincides with the ‘Biswa
Odia Bhasha Sammilani’ as
planned by  the  state  
government.

This gathering holds special
significance as it marks the in-
augural World Odia Language
Conference, highlighting the
state’s dedication to preserving
and showcasing its linguistic
heritage.

A press conference in this re-
gard was today held in the
Convention Centre at Lokseva
Bhavan. The press conference
was attended by Mayor of
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC), Sulochana
Das, BDA VC, Balwant Singh,
Director, Fisheries-cum-Officer

on Special Duty, BDA for Ekamra
Utsav, Siddique Alam, BMC
Commissioner, Vijay Amruta
Kulange and Secretary BDA,
Kabindra Kumar Sahoo. 

BDA VC urged city residents
to participate in the festival in
large numbers while BMC Mayor
sought co-operation from citi-
zens to make this event a grand
success. 

Comprising three distinct com-
ponents, the Ekamra Utsav prom-
ises a diverse array of  experi-
ences. The main event, Sangitara
Murchana, will take place at
IDCO Exhibition ground, fea-
turing captivating performances
by acclaimed artists from across
the nation and region. This cul-
tural extravaganza will enchant
attendees with live music, band
performances, and various other
forms of  performing arts. All
the performances will be based
on Odia language and culture.

(Opening) 3rd February -
Smruti Tume Akshay Mohanty
Evening 

4th February - Sangitara Tale

Tale Anuradha Paudwal, Suresh
Wadkar 

5th February - Abhula Atita
Ananaya Sritam Nanda 

6th February -  Bhasa Hi
Bhabisyata Padma Shri Aruna
Mohanty, Kuna Tripathy   

7th February - Basantara
Swara Ruturaj Mohapatra &
Sona Mohapatra 

8th February - Murchana Ra
Bhinna Eka Sandhya Sonu
Nigam

9th February - Tume Chanhila
Boli Jubin Nautial 

In addition to Sangitara
Murchana, the festival will in-
clude the Food Festival – “AMA
BYANJAN,” offering attendees
the opportunity to immerse them-
selves in the vibrant traditions
and flavors of  Odisha. 

The Food Festival – “AMA
BYANJAN” aims to showcase
the diverse and flavorful regional
cuisine of  Odisha. Hosted at the

IDCO Exhibition Ground, this
gastronomic extravaganza will
feature delicacies representing
various districts of  the state,
tantalizing visitors with au-
thentic local delicacies. The food
area will serve as a vibrant com-
munity hub, complete with ex-
perience zones and a bustling
flea market, inviting attendees
to savor, explore, and connect.
Visitors can also enjoy other
cuisines including continental
in the food area. 

The Ekamra Haat (Night Flea
Market of  Ekamra Utsav) is
scheduled from 3rd to 9th
February 2024 and will take place
at the Ekamra Expo Area in
Bhubaneswar. This event prom-
ises to showcase the cultural vi-
brancy of  Odia heritage against
the city’s lively backdrop, running
from 4:00pm to 11:00pm daily.

Besides, a drone show will be
held February 7, 8 and 9 on Odia
language, art and culture. As
many as 200 drones will be used
for this purpose. In order to pro-
mote language, the Madhusudan

Marg leading to the venue will
also display designs based on
Odia language, art and culture.  

Ekamra Utsav will honour
the profound legacy and ancient
roots of  the Odia Language
through a captivating and all-
encompassing exhibition cen-
tred on the Odia alphabet. This
event, designed to celebrate the
rich heritage of  Odisha, encap-
sulates the essence of  the state’s
cultural mosaics, including its
cinema, language, literature,
and all facets that define the
Odia identity. Through thought-
ful curation, the exhibition will
serve as a vibrant demonstra-
tion of  Odisha’s diverse and en-
during heritage, inviting visi-
tors to explore and appreciate the
multifaceted layers of  this an-
cient classical language and the
culture it represents. 

Additionally, the third edition
of  the Bhubaneswar Kahani
Utsav (Bhubaneswar Festival of
Storytelling, BhuFesto) will un-
fold its enchanting tales from
February 3 to February 5.

Ekamra Utsav, a rich tapestry of Odia language & culture

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 31: A mem-
orandum of  understanding
(MoU) was signed between state
Social  Security  and
Empowerment of  Persons with
Disabilities (SSEPD) department
and Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang
Sahayata Samiti (BMVSS),
Jaipur Wednesday for supply of
artificial limbs.

As per the provision of  the
MoU, BMVSS will provide serv-
ices of  artificial limbs for a pe-

riod of  five years to the differ-
ently-abled people of  the state. 

BMVSS is the main body of
Jaipur Foot which uses indige-
nous technology only. It is the
world’s largest organisation for
rehabilitation of  PwDs and has
rendered over 2.2 million services. 

The MoU signing ceremony
was held in the presence of
SSEPD Minister Ashok Chandra
Panda and principal secretary of
the department Bishnupada
Sethi. SSEPD director Niyati
Pattanaik was the signatory on

behalf  of  the department. 
The minister said, “The de-

partment and BMVSS will col-
laborate closely in public private
partnership (PPP) mode to provide
Jaipur Artificial Limbs/Callipers
from permanent centres, camps
or mobile workshop to persons
with disabilities across the state
expeditiously.” 

Several PWDs have been pro-
vided aids and appliances in-
cluding Orthosis and Prosthesis
provided by Biju Mahaveer
Jaipur Food Centre at Khurda. 

The principal secretary said
that the Khurda centre of  Biju
Mahaveer Jaipur Food Centre
which was inaugurated by Chief
Minister April 19, 2022 will continue
to fabricate and fit Jaipur foot
prosthetic limbs and calipers and
will serve as a base for undertak-
ing camps and providing services
in other parts of  state of  Odisha.

Among others senior officers
from SSEPD department, District
Officers from Khordha and
Representatives of  BMJFC were
present in the programme.

Pact inked with BMVSS for artificial limbs

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 31: To over-
come the dearth of  doctors in gov-
ernment-run hospitals, the state
government modified the exist-
ing policy for execution of  an
agreement in shape of  bond with
an objective to retain the pass-
ing out doctors to utilise their
services for two years. 

Candidates leaving before com-
pletion of  the course leading to
lapse of  a seat shall be liable for
monetary penalty of  `10 lakh.

The Health and Family Welfare
department, in a notification,
said, “As there is a dearth of
doctors in the state and there is
a reluctance on part of  the doc-
tors to serve the state after com-
pletion of  course, the state gov-
er nment ,  a f ter  careful
consideration, have been pleased
to modify the existing policy for
execution of  an agreement in

shape of  bond with the objec-
tive to retain the passing out
doctors to utilize their services
in the greater interest of  the
State.”

This earlier resolutions/ or-
ders/ executive instructions/
guidelines issued or notified in
this regard shall stand modified
accordingly.

As per the notification the
bond conditions shall be appli-
cable for all candidates taking ad-
mission in government medical
colleges, either under State Quota
or All India Quota in PG Diploma

Diplomate National Board (DNB)
/ Doctorate National Board
(DrNB) MD/MS/ MDS/ DM/
M.Ch. courses or any other
courses as may be adopted in
state and notified from time to
time.

No admission of  any kind
shall be done without submission
of  Bond and shall be ensured
by DMET, Odisha.

After completion of  any of
the above courses, the candi-
dates shall have to serve in any
health institution of  the state
for two years.

Workshop focuses on
achieving Net Zero 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 31: Vasudha
Foundation, New Delhi and
Indian Chamber of  Commerce
(ICC) jointly organised a na-
tional conference to seek stake-
holders’ perspectives and inputs
on the possible pathways that
the Odisha could embark on to-
wards becoming a Net Zero econ-
omy and specifically on the issue
of  opportunities, challenges,
and potential solutions that the
state could implement towards
becoming Net Zero. 

The programme was presided
over by chief  guest, Member
Secretary of  Odisha State
Pollution Control Board (OSPCB)
and Department of  Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
Director K Murugesan. 

The other dignitaries present
were Malay Kumar Pradhan,
Deputy Director of  Directorate
of  Factories and Boilers, and
Advisor to ICC ESH Committee,
JB Pany, Chairperson, Indian
Chamber of  Commerce State
Council, NR Sahoo, Convenor

of  ESH Committee, ICC Odisha
State and Chief  Environmental
Engineer of  Odisha State
Pollution Control Board, Rajesh
Kanungo, Member Core and
Advisory Committee, and Co-
Convenor, ESH Committee, ICC
Odisha, Srinivas Krishnaswamy,
Chief  Executive Officer, Vasudha
Foundation and  JP Pal, Regional
Director-ICC. Dr.  

Murugesan highlighted that
Odisha was the first state in the
country to prepare the State
Action Plan for Climate Change,
and currently actively preparing
a roadmap for Net Zero strat-
egy for the state. Pradhan pro-
vided a number of  solutions par-
ticularly from the Industry side
on reducing their carbon foot-
print and play a role towards
making Odisha Net Carbon. 

TEACHERS HONOURED: Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik presents Mukhyamantri Shiksha Puraskar to teachers in presence of 5T Chairman Kartik Pandian,
School and Mass Education Minister Sudam Marndi and Forest Minister Pradip Kumar Amat at Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday OP PHOTO 

Medicos to cough up `10L
for violating 2-yr bond rule

DEBADURLLAV HARICHANDAN,OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 31: In a bla-
tant disregard for law and order,
two rival gangs of  around 12
members clashed against each
other using deadly weapons, in-
cluding swords and machetes,
Tuesday night.

According to sources, the in-
cident took place at Jagamara
under  the  jurisdiction of
Khandagiri police station. The
area virtually turned into a bat-
tlefield as both sides attacked
each other. 

At least four persons were re-
ported to have sustained injuries
in the clash. They were sent to
the local hospital for treatment.

As per reports, eight persons
from Pandara area in the Capital
city had visited a food stall at
Jagamara when a group of  mis-
creants suddenly attacked them,
triggering a street fight.

The street resembled a war
zone as the miscreants allegedly
targeted passersby and their ve-
hicles.

As the latest report came in,
the police have launched search
operations to nab the abscond-
ing criminals, while five mo-
torcycles of  the gang members
have already been seized.

Sources said, nearly 12 mem-
bers of  the notorious gang after
arriving at the spot around 9pm
with bikes, charging immedi-

ately against the five members
of  the rival group with swords,
machetes and iron rods. The sit-
uation became tense as both
members of  the gang were
caught up in a chase in the mid-
dle of  the road, leading the pedes-
trians ran amok to save them-
selves from the conflict.

Several gang members were
seen assaulting the general pub-
lic, as they tried to make their
way to safe place. The gang mem-
bers pelted liquor bottles and
stones at each other, causing
damage to the vehicles parked in
the area. 

Prima facie, it has come to
notice that the 12 members of
the gang belong to the infamous
KBN group. The members of  the
group had previously been
booked by several police sta-
tions in Capital city on charges
of  extortion, dacoity and hooli-
ganism. This apart, the group in
the past, had made its criminal
act go public, such as firing gun
in the public and attempting
dang erous  stunts  in  the  
main road. 

The police have confirmed of
quizzing the injured gang mem-
bers at hospital to obtain more
details about the absconding
ones. Meanwhile, the police have
stated that a likely past enmity
between both the gangs is be-
hind the assault.

GROUP CLASH LEAVES
FOUR INJURED IN CITY

Eight persons from Pandara area in the Capital city had visited a food stall at
Jagamara when a group of miscreants attacked them, triggering a street fight

RESILIENT LIVELIHOOD: Guests attend a state-level workshop on ICARDA-OIIPCRA Collaborative Project, 
supported by World Bank, at a hotel in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday OP PHOTO 



POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Jan 31: In a signifi-
cant development, power sup-
ply has been provided to 42 re-
mote villages in Similipal. TP
Northern Odisha Distribution
Limited (TPNODL), a joint ven-
ture of  Tata Power and the gov-
ernment of  Odisha, has suc-
cessfully provided power to
over 2,300 families residing in
mountainous and inaccessible
villages across Mayurbhanj
and Keonjhar districts.  This is
part of  the ‘Biju Gram Jyoti
Yojana’ (BGJY), an initiative
aimed at bringing illumina-
tion to every home.

Through dedicated efforts and
a commitment to leveraging
solar energy, both the state gov-
ernment and TPNODL have en-
sured electricity access to these
remote areas. On the occasion of
Republic Day, Chief  Minister
Naveen Pattnaik virtually ded-
icated the service to the public. 

The ceremony was graced by
Ashok Chandra Panda, Minister
of  Science and Technology,
Vineet Bharadwaj, Collector and
District  Ma gistrate  of
Mayurbhanj district, Diptiman
Bal, advisor, Rural Electrification
(ODSSP) and many other dig-
nitaries including Bhaskar
Sarkar, CEO of  TPNODL. 

More than 6,000 residents
across  42  vi l la g es  of
Astakuanara, Gudagudia and

Bareipani gram panchayats, are
expected to benefit from this
electrification drive. “I am ex-
tremely pleased to announce
the dedication of  18 new power
g r i d s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f
Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar dis-
tricts under the ‘BGJY’ scheme,
positively impacting over 2,300
households,” Patnaik said in
his inaugural address. 

Worth mentioning that solar
power arrangements have been
implemented for the tribal com-
munities residing in Similipal.
TPNODL is actively working
on the ‘Solar Microgrid and
Standalone’ project with an ex-
penditure of  `32 crore under
the ‘Biju Gram Jyoti Yojana’ to
take the supply of  electricity
to remote areas in Odisha.
Patnaik  a lso  commended
TPNODL’s efforts in ensuring
electricity reaches the most 
remote areas.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Jan 31: The aca-
demic achievements of  Pratik
N aya k ,  a  re s i d e n t  o f
B a l i s h a n k a r a  bl o ck  i n
Sundargarh district have created
a sense of  pride among the other
residents of  his locality. In the
Indian Statistical Service ex-
amination, the results of  which
were announced recently, Pratik
has secured eighth rank. Locals
said, Pratik, a brilliant student
from his  chi ldhood days,  
has brought glory to Sundargarh 
district.

Pratik’s parents Pratima
Choudhury and Bijaya Bihari
Nayak are teachers by profes-
sion. Family members said
that from his childhood days
Pratik was brilliant in aca-
demics.  He studied at the
Saraswati Vidya Mandir be-

fore joining the Giringkela
High School. Pratik secured
more than 90 per cent marks in
his Class X exams.

Later Pratik joined a private
institution in Bhubaneswar for
Plus II, before shifting to BJB
Autonomous College and com-
pleted his graduation with

Statistics (Hons) as his main
subject. He completed his post-
graduation from the Banaras
Hindu University. 

Pratik has appeared for the
Indian Statistical Service ex-
amination twice and in his sec-
ond attempt he achieved the
eighth position. “I was sure

that I will qualify this time and
I am doubly happy that I have
finished among the top 10,”
Pratik said Wednesday.

Pratik, who prepared for the
examination in Lucknow, said
that he studied a minimum of
seven hours daily. “Sometimes,
I used to study even for 14
hours,” he added. When asked
about his future plans, Pratik
said that he wants to concen-
trate and work with devotion in
whichever field he gets a job. 

Pratik’s parents are very
happy. “Words cannot express
my feelings. My son has re-
alised his and our dreams,”
Pratima said. Bijaya on the
other hand said that Pratik’s
hard work has paid off. “He
has always been very meticu-
lous. I am sure he will achieve
g r e a t  t h i n g s  i n  l i f e , ”  
Bijaya stated. 

Sundargarh student makes district proud 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, Jan 31: The sharp
increase in NOTA (none of  the
above) votes witnessed in the
last Lok Sabha elections in
Kendrapara have become a hot
topic of  discussion. In the last
Lok Sabha elections there were
6,588 persons who pressed the
NOTA button. In fact NOTA reg-
istered more hits than SP’s
Rabindra Nath Behera (5,138
votes), Srikant Samal of  Krupa
Party (1,868) and independent
candidate Santosh Kumar Patra
(2,281). Sources informed here
Wednesday that other than the
BJD, BJP and the Congress,
NOTA registered the maxi-
mum number of  hits on the
EVM machines.

Political analysts are con-
cerned with this development.
They said it is a simmering dis-
content among the electorate
for the political leaders. They
opined that with problems ga-
lore in the district and no ef-
forts to solve them, the NOTA
votes will only increase in the
upcoming polls. 

The Kendrapara Lok Sabha

segment comprises of  five
Assembly constituencies in
Kendrapara district and two –
Salipur and Mahanga -- in
Cuttack district. In the
2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions a total  of
12,38,488 persons
pressed the but-
ton on EVM ma-
chines to exercise
their electoral
rights. Sources said
that in most of  the
seven Assembly con-
stituencies, NOTA had
received more hits than the
fringe parties and independent
candidates.

Voters have the right to press
the NOTA button, if  they find
none of  the candidates suitable.
With more than 6,500 votes cast
in NOTA’s favour, it just shows
that people are losing faith on
the various political parties and
their leaders, locals opined.
Advocate Bidhu Bhushan
Mohapatra said this develop-
ment indicates the ire of  the
people towards politicians. 

S o c i a l  a c t iv i s t  G a n e s h
Chandra Samal pointed out that

a large chunk of  the people who
pressed the NOTA button in the
2019 Lok Sabha elections were
f ro m  Au l ,  R a j n a g a r  a n d
Rajkanika. He pointed out that
people in these areas have been
demanding proper roads for
many years. As it did not hap-
pen, they vented their anger by
pressing the NOTA button. 

Many others pointed out that
Kendrapara since the past
decade has been besieged with
a lot of  problems, the major
ones being migration from
Bangladesh, lack of  irrigation
facilities and the improper im-

plementation of  govern-
m e n t  we l f a re

s ch e m e s.  T h e y
added that the

number of  peo-
ple using the
NOTA button
will substan-
tially grow. 

Prasant
Kumar Nayak,

a social activist
stated that people

who get less votes
t h a n  N O TA  s h o u l d  b e

barred from participating in
polls in the future. “They con-
test the elections as a gimmick
t o  a c h i eve  i n s t a n t  f a m e.
However, they do not realise
that they increase the electoral
costs. Hence such people should
be prevented from contesting
the elections,” Nayak said.

Whatever, it may be, the
NOTA votes will certainly lead
to creased foreheads of  the con-
testing candidates in the up-
coming elections. It remains
to be seen, the solutions they
have to offer. 

‘NOTA’ a cause for concern
MORE THAN 6,500 PEOPLE SHOWED THEIR ANGER BY NOT
VOTING FOR CONTESTANTS IN 2019 LS POLLS IN KENDRAPARA

The
NOTA button on

EVMs received more
hits than most fringe

parties and independent
candidates 

contesting from
Kendrapara

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nabarangpur, Jan 31: The po-
lice arrested Wednesday five
persons for their alleged in-
volvement in stealing money
from an ATM near the block of-
fice here. The breakthrough
came less than 12 hours after
miscreants decamped with cash
from an ATM, late Tuesday
night. Police said that the mis-
creants had broken open the
AT M  at  a ro u n d  2 . 3 0 A M
Wednesday morning before flee-
ing with the cash.   

Police launched a manhunt all
through the night and arrested
the five accused from Sikil re-
serve forest in Dabugaon.
Among them, four are residents
of  Haryana while the fifth be-
longs to Raipur in Chhattisgarh. 

Sources said that immedi-
ately after getting news of  the
loot, Nabarangpur SP Rohit
Verma directed the district po-
lice to form a team and arrest
the accused. Swinging into ac-
tion, a special team of  the dis-
trict police visited the spot.
They found out that miscreants
had broken the ATM with gas

cutters. They also found some
h a l f - bu r n t  c a s h  ly i n g  o n  
the floor. 

Later,  police stations at
Papdahandi and Dabugaon were
also alerted and the district bor-
ders were sealed to prevent the mis-
creants from escaping. Policeman
on patrol saw a white car speed-
ing away. They chased the car
which suffered a punctured tire
following which the miscreants got
down and ran into the Sikil forest
in Dabugaon. However, police sur-
rounded the forest area and eas-
ily nabbed them.  

While the police have recov-
ered some cash from the ac-
cused till now, the exact amount
looted from the ATM is still not
clear. The accused have been
taken for interrogation, the 
SP said.  

Police crack ATM loot
case; five arrested

POST NEWS NETWORK

Angul, Jan 31: JSP Foundation,
the social arm of  Jindal Steel &
Power (JSP), in association with
the Angul district administra-
tion inaugurated the Biju Patnaik
Park at Pallahara in this dis-
trict. The community park, which
has been a long-standing demand
by the locals, was inaugurated by
Pallahara MLA Mukesh Kumar
Pal and former Angul Collector
and District Magistrate Siddharth
Shankar Swain.

Extending his good wishes to

the people, JSP Foundation’s
chairperson, Shallu Jindal, said,
“JSP Foundation always strives
to improve the quality of  lives
of  the community. I am hopeful
that the Biju Patnaik Park at
Pallahara will contribute to this
vision by promoting healthier
lifestyles and community 
engagement.”

Swain on the other hand said
that people will benefit from JSP
Foundation’s initiative. “This
park exemplifies a sustainable
public-private partnership (PPP)
to enhance civic amenities for the
people. I am sure people of
Pallahara will benefit from such
initiatives carried out by JSP
Foundation,” Swain stated. 

Pal thanked Jindal Steel &
Power and JSP Foundation for
taking the initiative and con-
structing the park, fulfilling a
longstanding demand by the
community.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sambalpur, Jan 31: IIM-
Sambalpur signed Wednesday an
agreement with NSE Academy
to offer joint certification pro-
grammes, tailored for working
professionals, a statement re-
leased here said.

This collaboration is strate-
gically designed to introduce
specialised certification courses
addressing the needs of  the fi-
nancial and technology sectors,
the statement informed. IIM-
Sambalpur director Mahadeo
Jaiswal and NSE Academy CEO
Abhilash Misra signed the MoU.

As part of  the agreement, IIM-
Sambalpur will launch pro-
grammes, including the first
MBA in financial technologies
and a post-graduate programme
in management (PGPM) at the
Sambalpur and Delhi ISID cam-
puses. These programmes will
be facilitated jointly by faculty
members of  IIM-Sambalpur 
and  NSE Academy,  the  
statement said.

“The collaboration with NSE
Academy Limited aligns with
IIM-Sambalpur’s ethos of  fos-
tering industry-relevant edu-
cation and expanding global
outreach,” Jaiswal said in 
the release.

Mishra said the collaboration
presents a unique synergy, lever-
aging the academic excellence
and collective wisdom of  IIM-
Sambalpur’s academicians, pro-
fessors and researchers. This
will certainly help aspiring stu-
dents to fulfil their goals, the
statement added. 

42 remote Similipal
villages get electricity

Police nabbed the
accused when the car
they were fleeing in 
suffered a puncture 

forcing the miscreants 
to hide in a forest 

IIM-Sambalpur
signs MoU with
NSE Academy

JSP Foundation’s park unveiled at Pallahara
POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Jan 31: The three-day
‘Bishwa Odia Bhasha Sammilani’
conclave was inaugurated
Tuesday at the Fakir Mohan
University here Tuesday. The
conclave which has been or-
ganised to recognise the tradition
and uniqueness of  Odia as a lan-
guage, is sponsored by the state
government. 

The opening ceremony was
conducted under the chair-
manship of  the Vice-Chancellor
of  FM University, Professor
Santosh Kumar Tripathy.
Balasore Sadar MLA Swarup
Das was also present as chief
guest. Among others attending
the function were Registrar
Kukumina Das, chairman of
Graduate  Counci l ,  Prof
Sabyasachi Pattnaik, programme
coordinator Dr Debashis Patra
and co-coordinator Dr Asim
Amitabh Pradhan.

Speaking on the occasion Das
said that the Odia as a language
must be protected at all costs
because of  the sacrifice of  many
eminent personalities. He as-
serted that the glory of  Odia
must be restored to protect the
identity of  the people of  Odisha.
Das added that it is the respon-
sibility of  the youths of  Odisha
to protect their mother tongue. 

In his address, Tripathy ex-
pressed concern about the con-
temporary use of  Odia lan-
guage. He pointed out that while
other states have taken vari-
ous steps to protect their mother
tongues, Odisha is still strug-
gling to do so. 

Conclave to popularise
Odia starts in FM Varsity 

GLITTERING DISPLAY: Samaleswari temple dazzles Wednesday after being decked up as part of the celebrations to mark the public dedication of SAMALEI
project in Sambalpur OP PHOTO 
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O n January 30, 1933, Adolf  Hitler was appointed chancellor of
Germany. To his supporters, it was a day of  “national revo-
lution” and rebirth. Germany, they believed, needed the

restorative force of  an authoritarian strongman after 14 years of  the
liberal-democratic Weimar “system.” That night, Hitler’s torch-
bearing brownshirts marched through central Berlin to mark the dawn
of  a new era.

It was also a triumphant moment in the history of  popular decep-
tion. Since the Weimar Republic’s early days, its politics had been de-
fined by disinformation campaigns, including the lie that Weimar
democracy was the work of  a cabal of  Jews and socialists who had “stabbed
Germany in the back” to ensure its defeat in World War I.

Today, few people dispute that Hitler’s arrival was a turning point
in world history, the start of  a political process that would lead to World
War II and the Holocaust. But Hitler did not “seize power,” as the Nazis
later claimed. Instead, as his biographer Ian Kershaw has explained,
he was “levered into power” by a small group of  influential men.

One of  those men was Franz von Papen, who served as chancellor
in 1932. He (infamously) thought that Hitler and the Nazi Party – by far
the largest party after the Reichstag elections
of  1932 – could be used to advance a con-
servative agenda. Similarly, Germany’s pres-
ident, former Field Marshal Paul von
Hindenburg, wanted to use Hitler to restore
the monarchy.

But these conservatives’ plans were soon
swept away by Hitler’s ruthless leadership,
Nazi violence, and the German public’s rush
to join the regime and become a part of  the
promised national reawakening. The liber-
als and social democrats who opposed Hitler
were either subjected to violence or caught
up in their own optimistic escapism. As bad
as things got, they assured themselves,
Hitler’s rule would eventually collapse.
Nazi infighting would surely bring an end
to the new government.

Beyond liberals and socialists, a wider
section of  German society assumed that
Hindenburg, who had promised to be pres-
ident of  all Germans, would keep Hitler on
a leash, while others expected the army to
do so. All had been fooled by Hitler’s abil-
ity to look respectable in the final years of
the Weimar Republic.

Within 100 days of  Hitler becoming chancellor, as historian Peter
Fritzsche has shown, the Nazis’ ruthless drive for power became all too
clear. By the end of  the summer of  1933, German society had been brought
into line. There were no more independent political parties, trade
unions, or cultural organisations. Only Christian churches retained
some degree of  independence.

A year later, in the summer of  1934, Hitler ordered the murder of  his
internal party rivals and, following Hindenburg’s death on August 2,
declared himself  German Führer. His dictatorship was complete. By
then, the first concentration camps were already up and running, and
the economy was being put on the path to war.

This period of  history remains all too relevant today. Hundreds of
millions of  people will vote in pivotal elections this year, and even though
the warning signs are there, few commentators are prepared to say it
out loud: 2024 might be the new 1933.

Just imagine the world a year from now, with disinformation hav-
ing taken down democratic majorities around the world. President
Donald Trump ends the United States’ support for Ukraine. NATO is
no longer a restraint on Vladimir Putin’s dreams of  building a new Russian
Empire across Eastern Europe. A critical mass of  far-right parties in
the European Parliament blocks a unified European response. Poland,
Estonia, Lithuania, and Latvia are on their own. With the war in Gaza
having expanded into a regional conflict, Putin seizes the opportu-
nity to launch another blitz, accompanied by long-range missiles. And
amid the chaos, China decides to seize Taiwan.

The prospects for 2024 are so bleak that many refuse to contemplate
them. Just as liberals in 1933 predicted that Hitler would quickly fail,
wishful thinking today is clouding our judgement. We are sleepwalk-
ing – to borrow Christopher Clark’s apt metaphor for the onset of
World War I – into a new international order.

In her masterful two-volume history of  the interwar era, Zara Steiner
refers to 1929-33 as the “hinge years,” when idealism in international
relations was replaced by the “Triumph of  the Dark.” But as late as 1926,
liberals had seemed to be winning: French Foreign Minister Aristide
Briand and his German counterpart, Gustav Stresemann, shared the
Nobel Peace Prize for their work on Franco-German reconciliation, and
Germany joined the League of  Nations. Extreme nationalism seemed
to be isolated in Mussolini’s Italy.

Faced with today’s global crises, there is no room for optimism. We
are potentially in another hinge year. If  liberals act now, they can still
prevail.

In a promising sign, hundreds of  thousands of  Germans recently took
to the streets to support democracy and diversity, and to denounce the
far right. But demonstrations in one country are not enough. German
liberals must be joined by others across the continent. A continent-wide
demonstration would send a powerful message. The sense of  urgency
must extend upward, particularly to business leaders like JPMorgan
Chase CEO Jamie Dimon, who, hedging his bets, has already started
cozying up to Trump.

Not so long ago, European leaders came together and did whatever
it took to save the euro, because they recognised that the single currency’s
failure would end the European Union itself. Europeans now must de-
mand the same urgency to meet this year’s threats. The EU needs a plan
for a world without NATO. It needs new tools to deal with member-state
leaders like Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Slovakian
Prime Minister Robert Fico, both of  whom would rather kiss Putin’s
ring than defend democracy. It is simply unacceptable that Orbán still
wields a veto over EU decision-making.

In the US, political mobilisation is the big variable. Trump’s op-
ponents must set aside their differences and unite behind President
Joe Biden. We know all too well where disunity and naive opti-
mism can lead.

The writer is Assistant Professor of  History at University
College Dublin. 

©PROJECT SYNDICATE

T aiwan, the tiny island
nation of  23 million peo-
ple situated on the back-

yard communist China, fulfils
all the attributes of  statehood
- a definite geographic terri-
tory, population, edifice of  gov-
ernance and sovereignty - but
is bereft of  international recog-
nition, the icing on the cake.
Ever since the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) came
to power in 2016 in Taiwan,
which is the world leader in
semiconductor, the country is
losing its diplomatic allies one
by one at the behest of  China.
Beijing does this through al-
l u re m e n t ,  wh i ch  i s  e u -
phemistically touted as ‘check
book’ diplomacy or ‘dollar diplo-
macy’. Since 2016, seven coun-
tries - the Republic of  Kiribati,
Solomon Islands, Dominican
Re p u bl i c ,  B u rk i n a  Fa s o,
Re p u bl i c  o f  E l  S a l va d o r,
Re p u b l i c  o f  Pa n a m a  a n d
Republic of  Sao Tome and
Principe -- have shifted diplo-
matic ties from Taipei to Beijing.
One of  the effects of  the vic-
tory of  the Presidential candi-
date of  DPP William Lai is the
Beijing’s attempts to coerce
Taiwan’s diplomatic allies to
switch side to its favour. The
latest being Nauru. Now Tuvalu
is also toying with the idea of
ditching Taiwan in favour of
China.

Taiwan is facing an exis-
tential crisis ever since Chiang
Kai-shek fled to the island, ear-
lier known as Formosa, after
the defeat of  the KMT in the
civil war in China, and pro-
claimed the Republic of  China
in 1949. It continued to be the
member of  the United Nations
with the support of  the USA
until 1971. With the shift of
geopolitics and China’s rise,
US facilitated China’s entry to
the world body in place of
Taiwan, preparatory to its diplo-
matic recognition in February
1979. The dwindling of  diplo-
m a t i c  a l l i e s  o f  Ta i w a n
prompted the US Congress to
e n a c t  t h e  Ta i w a n  A l l i e s
International Protection and
Enhancement Initiative Act
during President Trump’s
tenure in 2020. The legislation
envisages  US suppor t  for
Taiwan’s diplomatic alliances
around the world and Taiwan’s
participation in international
organisations. The Act, how-
e ve r,  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  d e t e r
Honduras to switch sides in
favour of  China last year even
though Vice-President William
Lai, who has now been elected
as President of  Taiwan, at-
tended the swearing in cere-
mony of  President Xiomara
Castro of  Honduras last year.
The latest is Nauru, a micro
state which snapped diplomatic

ties with Taiwan and switched
over to China on January 15
immediately after the victory
of  the DPP in the Taiwan polls
two days earlier. The Ministry
of  Foreign Affairs of  Taiwan
said that Nauru government
had asked a large sum of  money
prior to the switching of  ties;
Taipei, however, didn’t oblige.
With Nauru’s shifting of  diplo-
mat ties to Beijing, Taiwan is left
with only 12 diplomatic allies.

The growing popularity of
DPP and its steadfast espousal
of  Taiwan’s independence and
democracy have created a hia-
tus between Beijing and Taipei
unlike the rival KMT party
which was favourably inclined
towards Beijing. During Ma
Ying–jeou’s tenure, Beijing
even allowed Taiwan’s partic-
i p a t i o n  i n  Wo rl d  H e a l t h
Assembly in 2009. President
Ma also signed the instruments
o f  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights.  In fact during the
Presidency of  Ma, there was a
‘diplomatic truce’ between
Beijing and Taipei which en-
abled Taiwan to increase the
tally of  its diplomatic allies to
a record number of  23. Beijing’s
strategy is, “as long as the DPP
is in power, sooner or later,

Taiwan will have zero diplo-
matic allies.”

The root of  this diplomatic
slugfest is what China calls its
‘one China principle’ meaning
there is but one China and
Taiwan is a part of  China as
per the UN resolution 2758 of
1979 which recognises the
People’s Republic of  China
(PRC) as the sole legal govern-
ment representing the whole
of  China. Meaning if  a country
recognises PRC, it cannot recog-
nise Republic of  China (Taiwan)
a n d  v i c e - ve r s a .  T h e  U N
Resolution on China is, how-
ever, contested by Taiwan. It
argues that the UN Resolution
does not make a determination
on the status of  Taiwan and it
does not preclude countries
from having diplomatic rela-
tions with Taiwan and it does
not preclude its participation in
the UN system. It is atrocious
that 23 million people who have
zealously guarded, preserved
and promoted democracy are
deprived of  their representa-
tion in the UN and participation
in UN bodies like WHO, WHA
and Interpol.

The writer, a Delhi-based
China scholar, was a
Taiwan fellow at the

National Chung Shing
University in Taiwan in

2022. Views are personal.

BRIC(S) BY BRICK
F

rom BRIC to BRICS and
now BRICS+, the emerg-
ing economic group of
Global South has been

gradually expanding with the
addition of  new member coun-
tries. On January 1, out of  six
countries who had expressed in-
terest in joining the group, five
countries except Argentina -
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi
Arab and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) have officially
joined the BRICS (Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South
Africa). Dozens of  more coun-
tries are in waiting to join the
group. Can the BRICS+, as
termed popularly after the ad-
dition of  new members, ensure
its relevance in a geopolitically
and economically complex
world? Can it be a counterbal-
ance to the dollar-dominant
economic order?     

Jim O Neill, the former chief
economist of  Goldman Sachs,
who coined the acronym BRIC
in 2001, suggests that the group
must expand and work together
to counter the dollar dominance.
BRICS gradually shaped dur-
ing the 2008 global financial cri-
sis as an economic group to re-
for m the West-controlled
multilateral financial institu-
tions (such as World Bank and
International Monetary Fund).
Hence, the New Development
Bank (NDB) was established in
Shanghai in 2015 by the found-
ing members. Thereafter, an in-
creasing shift has been wit-
nessed in the objectives of  the
group tilting towards geopolitics
as leading founding members
have their geopolitical ambi-
tions. After the second expan-
sion, the BRICS+ drew the
world’s attention for its ra-
tionale in what role it would
be actively playing in the pres-
ent fluid and unpredictable
world order. In fact, after the
15th  BRICS Summ it  in
Johannesburg in August 2023,
the  ab se nce  o f  Russian
President Putin due to his arrest

warrant and the approval of
new countries into the fold,
most of  the Western countries
and their legion think tanks
have been pointing towards the
constraints and challenges of
BRICS+ and its future.        

The next round of  expansion
will happen later this year.
Despite not having any specific
guidelines for accepting new
members as criticised by
Western commentators, the
founding members and new
members would like to continue
to practice consensus-based ap-
proval of  a member into their
fold .  T he  Johannesburg
Declaration in 2023 itself  ac-
knowledges its commitment to
inclusive multilateralism and
true to the spirit, BRICS coun-
tries reached a consensus on
the guiding principles, stan-
dards, criteria and procedures
of  its  expansion process.
Countries who are ‘friends of
BRICS’ and emerging markets
and developing countries will be
welcomed to attend the dia-
logues and eventually become
members. Russia, the present

presidency of  BRICS+, says that
30 new countries have formally
submitted their request to join
it this October during the 16th
BRICS Summit in Kazan,
Russia. It must be reminded
that BRICS+ is not a formal in-
ternational organisation yet
like G20 and G7. Therefore,
questions of  formal institu-
tional policies and the venue
of  its headquarters can wait.  

Similarly, experts have writ-
ten off  BRICS+ role in restruc-
turing the world financial order.
Under its presidency in G20,
India prioritised, formalised
and submitted recommenda-
tions for reforming multilat-
eral financial institutions to
the G20. In his speech at BRICS
Summit, Brazil President Lula
da Silva acknowledged that the
group’s agenda to reform the
global economic order will con-
tinue to be pushed by BRICS
members at the Brazil-led G20
in 2024. South Africa will be
hosting G20 in 2025 which is ex-
pected to continue the agenda of
BRICS+ for world economic re-
structuring. The establishment

of  the NDB, which has been fi-
nancing in priority climate-
smart, disaster-resilient, tech-
nolo g y- inte g rated  and
socially-inclusive projects
amounting to $34.7 billion as of
2022 through local currencies
and US dollar, serves one of  the
objectives of  the group -- to re-
form the Western dominated
economic structure. The NDB,
besides its five founding mem-
bers, has added three new mem-
bers - Bangladesh, UAE and
Egypt and will add Uruguay
soon.     

Replacing dollar dominance
by BRICS+ is not completely
desirable but is underway.
Whereas India, South Africa,
Saudi Arab, Egypt and the UAE
may not wish for a complete re-
placement of  the US dollar as
they have a strong trade rela-
tionship with the US, other lead-
ing members who are anti-US
like Russia, China, and Iran
have already started trade in
local currencies. However, the
US sanctions on Russia have
pushed countries including
India, UAE and Saudi Arabia
to consider ‘de-dollarisation’ in
trade. After signing an agree-
ment with Iran on trade in local
currency, Russia has declared
that de-dollarisation is irre-
versible. 

The BRICS+ is an equal part-
nership of  countries that have
differing views but have a shared
vision for a better world. Writing
off  or questioning the rationale
of  the BRICS+ due to the es-
tranged relationship between
members like India-China, is
not logical. Notwithstanding
criticism against BRICS and its
expansion, the success of
BRICS+ presents a unique plat-
form for discussion, debate and
dialogue on issues close to three
continents - South America,
Asia, and Africa - the continents
of  historical exploitation. 

The writer is a scientist
at IIT-Madras. 
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The US sanctions on Russia have pushed 
countries including India, the UAE and Saudi
Arabia to consider ‘de-dollarisation’ in trade

2024 & 1933

THURSDAY | FEBRUARY 1 | 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

It is not God who made man
wicked. It is man who makes
himself wicked by separating
himself from God.

THE MOTHER

THE BRICS+ IS
AN EQUAL 

PARTNERSHIP
OF COUNTRIES

THAT HAVE 
DIFFERING

VIEWS BUT
HAVE A SHARED

VISION FOR A
BETTER WORLD

Avilash Roul

WISDOM CORNER
Imagination is not only the uniquely human capacity to envision that
which is not, and therefore the fount of all invention and innovation.
In its arguably most transformative and revelatory capacity, it is the
power to that enables us to empathize with humans whose
experiences we have never shared.

JK ROWLING

There are two kinds of teachers: the kind that fill you with so much
quail shot that you can't move, and the kind that just gives you a
little prod behind and you jump to the skies.

ROBERT FROST

You can become blind by seeing each day as a similar one. Each day
is a different one, each day brings a miracle of its own. It's just a
matter of paying attention to this miracle.

PAULO COELHO

WORLD ORDER

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

WITH NAURU’S
SHIFTING OF 

DIPLOMAT TIES 
TO BEIJING, TAIWAN

IS LEFT WITH 
ONLY 12

DIPLOMATIC ALLIES

Rup Narayan Das

Multidimensional role

Sir, Recently, the Indian Meteorological Department
(IMD) celebrated its 150th year of  establishment
and service to the nation.  Over the years, the
IMD has been playing a significant and substan-
tial role in weather forecasting and monsoon pre-
dictions. In fact, it plays a multidimensional role
in the country's major affairs like conducting
general elections, launch of  ISRO missions, and
growth of  infrastructural and agricultural sectors.
The IMD faces a lot of  challenges posed by chang-
ing climates and the ever-increasing demand for
accurate and timely weather information. As the
country navigates the complexities of  its diverse
weather patterns, perhaps the fusion of  AI and tra-
ditional meteorological methods may well be the
key to a more adaptive and efficient forecasting
system, ultimately safeguarding lives and liveli-
hoods of  the people of  the country.

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI
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Mark Jones

Just as liberals in
1933 predicted that

Hitler would quickly
fail, wishful thinking

today is clouding
our judgement 

Beijing’s poaching in Taiwan
SPECTRUM GEOPOLITICS

Coalition woes

Sir, It is said, running a coalition government is like walking on a taut rope.
Therefore, sometimes political parties have to compromise with their declared
principles. But the way political upheaval has taken place in Bihar is strange.
Nitish Kumar has once again broken ties with RJD and joined hands with
BJP with whom he had broken ties seventeen months ago and had said that
going with the BJP was the biggest mistake of  his life. Differences in politi-
cal alliance are nothing new, but what were the differences he had with RJD,
due to which he decided to part ways with it, remains a mystery to many. In
fact, his party’s relations with RJD looked absolutely smooth and normal. If
anyone has definitely benefited from Nitish Kumar changing sides, it is the
BJP. General elections are near and the challenge which was considered to
be tough for BJP in Bihar will now become easier. The biggest thing is that
BJP was also facing problems due to Nitish Kumar’s activism in the Opposition
INDIA alliance. Since this alliance was formed on the initiative of  Nitish Kumar,
it was believed that it could give competition to BJP in the next Lok Sabha
elections. After Nitish Kumar joining hands with BJP, that alliance has be-
come somewhat weaker. TMC and AAP have already expressed their objec-
tion to seat sharing and have decided to contest the elections independently.

Abhijit Roy, JAMSHEDPUR
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HANUMAN FLAG ROW ESCALATES

Objections on green flags in
public put K’taka govt in fix

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, Jan 31: The re-
moval of  a Hanuman flag from
a public place in Mandya dis-
trict of  Karnataka has taken a
turn for the worse, with demands
being raised Wednesday for the
removal of  green flags installed
in public places in the state. The
Karnataka Government is in a
fix over the development.

In one social media post that
went viral, one Shashank JS has
questioned Chief  Minister
Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar, asking
them why there was a green flag
opposite the JJ Nagar police sta-
tion in the Chamrajpet Assembly
constituency of  Bangalore city.

In the post, he also tagged
B J P  s t at e  p re s i d e n t ,  B Y
Vijayendra and BJP MLA

Basanagouda Patil Yatnal.
Objections were also raised

by BJP state leaders over the
hoisting of  a green flag at
Chandini Chowk in Shivajinagar
in Bangalore. A picture of  the flag
has also gone viral on social
media.

Vikas Vikki, another social
media user asked Congress lead-
ers in his post on X to answer
which religion the green colour
belonged to.

“Don’t you have the capacity
to remove green coloured flags?
Your atrocities are only targeted
towards Hindu villagers,” he
slammed.

BJP MLA Yatnal, addressing
the police department, criticised
the hoisting of  a flag that has the
colour of  an enemy nation at a
public place, stating it is against
the rules regarding flag guide-
lines. He emphasised that
Shivajinagar locality is situated
in India and not in Pakistan.

Following the backlash, po-
lice removed the green flag from
Chandini Chowk and hoisted
the Tricolour there.

Sources in the Congress party
explained that the leaders were
in a fix as to what should be
done if  demands start coming to
clear religious flags from public
places across the state.

The removal of  the Hanuman
flag from the 108-feet-tall flag
post in Keragodu Village in
Mandya district has triggered
a huge row in the state, result-
ing in a major confrontation be-
tween the ruling Congress and
Opposition BJP and JD-S.

While the BJP launched major
protests, the Karnataka Vishva
Hindu Parishad unit has de-
clared that it will launch a
Hanuman Dhwaj campaign in
the state and saffron flags will be
hoisted on every road and house
of  the state.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Jan 31: Karnataka
Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot
has sent back an ordinance man-
dating 60 per cent use of  Kannada
in signboards of  businesses and
establishments to the state gov-
ernment.        This was revealed
by Deputy Chief  Minister DK
Shivakumar Tuesday.

“We (the government) ap-
proved an ordinance on sign-
boards. The Governor has sent
it back saying it should be passed
in the Assembly. He could have
given his assent now. Giving pro-
tection and respect to Kannada
is our government’s commit-
ment,” Shivakumar said.

However, Chief  Minister
Siddaramaiah Wednesday said
the Governor has sent the ordi-
nance back to the government,
and wants a Bill to be placed be-
fore the Legislature and passed,
considering that the Legislature
session is round the corner.

The Karnataka Cabinet had
January 5 given its approval to
an ordinance to amend the

Kannada Langua g e
Comprehensive Development
Act that mandates 60 per cent use
of  the state’s language in sig-
nages.

As of  now, the law requires
the use of  Kannada language in
the upper half  of  signboards,
displaying the names of  busi-
nesses.

The government had decided
to take the ordinance route in the
wake of  violent protests by pro-
Kannada organisations targeting
businesses and establishments
in Bangalore for not giving promi-
nence to Kannada.

Speaking to  re por ters,
Siddaramaiah said,  “T he
Governor said place it (a Bill) be-
fore the Legislature and get it
passed, as by the time the ordi-
nance came to him, the Assembly
session was called. Though we
(government) had sent the or-
dinance much earlier, by the
time i t  came before  him
(Governor) for signing the ses-
sion was called. So he has sent
it back. He has not said any-
thing else. It will be passed in the
Legislature.”

However, speaking to reporters,
Shivakumar Wednesday re-
quested the Governor to recon-
sider the decision and give his as-
sent to the ordinance.

“The Governor should not
wait until the Assembly passes
it (in the form of  a Bill). In the
Assembly we will pass it, no one
will have any opposition to it. I
appeal to the Governor to clear
it as it is a sentimental issue.
You are  the  Gover nor  in
Karnataka, you should not pick
holes in such issues. Has anyone
from the public or political par-
ties objected to it? No, no one
has objected,” he said.

Further noting that the Cabinet
had approved the ordinance be-
fore the Assembly session sched-
ule was announced, he further
said, “It is a matter of  the state’s
pride and protecting our lan-
guage and culture is our duty.
Also, we did not want any con-
fusion regarding it as there were
protests (against Kannada being
neglected). So, it was sent to the
Governor for assent, and I don’t
know why he sent it back.”

The Budget session of  the
Karnataka Legislature is sched-
uled to be held from February
12 to 23.

60% USE OF KANNADA IN SIGNBOARDS 

Guv sends ordinance back to govt
AS OF NOW, THE
LAW REQUIRES THE
USE OF KANNADA
LANGUAGE IN THE
UPPER HALF OF
SIGNBOARDS, 
DISPLAYING THE
NAMES OF 
BUSINESSES

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Raigad (Maha),  Jan 31:
Rattling Maharashtra’s political
landscape, Shivba Sanghatana
leader Manoj Jarange-Patil
Tuesday said that he favours
reservations for the Muslims
and a change of  category for
Dhangar community.

Fresh from his victory over the
Maratha quotas issue January
27, Jarange-Patil visited the his-
toric hilltop Raigad Fort, the
capital of  the Maratha Empire
and paid respects to Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj.

Interacting with media per-
sons, he said that presently, the
Maratha quota is still a burn-
ing issue, and after it is resolved,
he would pay attention to Muslim
and Dhangars.

“After the Marathas get their
due, I will see how Muslims
and Dhangars also do not get
their reservations,” declared

Jarange-Patil, with a steely re-
solve. The Muslim community
has been demanding a revival
of  the 5 per cent quota given
over 10 years ago, but stuck up
owing to certain legal-technical
issues, and opposition leaders
like state Congress working
president M Arif  Naseem Khan,
Samajwadi Party state presi-
dent Abu Asim Azmi and oth-
ers Muslim groups raising it

regularly with the government.
Interestingly, during his long

march from Jalna to Navi
Mumbai from January 20-26, en
route, the Muslim community
had warmly welcomed and
hosted Jarange-Patil at various
locations, including once in a
‘madrassa’, and even took good
care of  the large number of
Marathas marching with him.

The nomadic shepherds,
Dhangars, who get reservation
under Nomadic Tribes (C) cat-
egory of  3.5 per cent, have been
clamouring to be categorised as
Scheduled Tribes (STs) which
are entitled to 7 per cent, and
have organised several agita-
tions in the past.

The Dhangar leaders claim
that ‘Dhangar’ and ‘Dhangad’
are the same and a typographi-
cal error here had deprived them
of  the benefits to get quotas
under ST category as in some
other states.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Jan 31: Maharashtra
heritage lovers welcomed the
Centre’s decision to nominate
12 Maratha forts for the UN-
ESCO World Heritage List 2024-
2025, as ‘Maratha Military
Landscapes of  India’, announced
by the Ministry of  Culture.

The list includes forts at
Raig ad,  Salher,  Shivneri ,
Lohagad, Khanderi, Rajgad,
Pratapg ad,  Suvar nadurg,
Panhala, Vijaydurg, Sindhudurg
(Maharashtra) and one Gingee
Fort in Tamil Nadu, all repre-
senting the extraordinary for-
tification and military system en-
visioned by the Maratha rulers.

These forts -- included in the
UNESCO’s tentative list of  2021
-- are distributed across diverse
geographical and physiographic
regions and showcase the strate-
gic military prowess of  the
Maratha rule, between the 17th-

19th centres.
“This extraordinary network

of  forts, varying in hierarchies,
scales and typological features,
is a result of  integrating the

landscape, terrain and physio-
graphic characteristics dis-
tinctive to the Sahyadri moun-
tain ranges, the Konkan Coast,
Deccan Plateau and the Eastern

Ghats in the Indian Peninsula,”
said the Ministry of  Culture.

A majority of  these are linked
with the life and times of  the
legendary Chhatrapati Shivaji

Maharaj (1630-1680), whose 350th
anniversary of  Coronation (June
6, 1674) is being celebrated this
year.

Experts and fort lovers like
Umesh Zirpe, the President of
Akhil Maharashtra Giryarohan
Mahasangha (AMGM), Ramnath
Amberkar, Sunil Deodhar and
others warmly welcomed the
Centre’s decision.

De puty  Chief  Minister
Devendra Fadnavis expressed
his gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the Ministry
of  Culture for the UNESCO nom-
ination.

“The Government of  India
has submitted a proposal to UN-
ESCO to include the area of  the
Maratha military landscapes,
forts during the time of  our idol
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj in
the UNESCO World Heritage
List. This proposal has been
submitted for the year 2024-25,”
Fadnavis said.

Maharashtra has more than
390 forts, of  which only 12 have
been selected under the cul-
tural category and of  these
eight are under the protection
of  Archaeological Survey of
India.

India presently has 42 World
Heritage Sites of  which 34 are
cultural, 7 are natural and one
is a mixed location.

From the 42, Maharashtra
has six sites - five cultural and
one natural – comprising Ajanta
Caves (1983), Ellora Caves (1983),
b o t h  i n  C h h at r ap at i
Sambhajinagar, the Elephanta
Island Caves (1987), Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (for-
merly Victoria Terminus) (2004),
Victorian Gothic and Art Deco
Ensembles of  Mumbai (2018), all
in Mumbai, and the Western
G h at s  o f  M a h a r a s h t r a ,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala, which falls in the nat-
ural category (2012).

Maha rejoices as Maratha forts nominated for UNESCO tag

After Marathas, Jarange-Patil eyes
reservation for Muslims, Dhangars

Political tongues
wag in Maha as
Raghuram Rajan
meets Uddhav
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Jan 31: Well-known
economist and ex-Governor of
the Reserve Bank of  India
Raghuram Rajan called on for-
m e r  M a h a r a s h t r a  C h i e f
Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
at his house late Tuesday night,
setting tongues wagging in po-
litical circles in the state.

The meeting, described as a
“courtesy call”, nevertheless
fueled intense political specu-
lation, though Shiv Sena (UBT)
leaders and other Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) bigwigs re-
mained tight-lipped about it.

Rajan, 60, was welcomed
warmly with a bouquet of  flow-
ers by Uddhav, wife Rashmi
and their children, Yuva Sena
chief  and Worli MLA Aditya
besides environmentalist Tejas,
at the family home, ‘Matoshri’
in Bandra east.

Party officials claimed that
issues of  mutual interest were
discussed at the meeting held
in a cordial atmosphere, though
details were not revealed.

Rajan was appointed as the
2 3 r d  R B I  G ove r n o r  i n
September 2013 by the erst-
while UPA Government of  for-
m e r  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r,  D r
Manmohan Singh.

His tenure was till September
2016 and then he was succeeded
by Urjit Patel, who was ap-
pointed by the NDA govern-
m e n t  o f  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r
Narendra Modi. 

Barely two months later
November 8, 2016, the country
witnessed the historic demon-
etisation exercise, which was
first openly opposed by the then
NDA ally and undivided Shiv
Sena chieftain Thackeray, and
he still remains a staunch critic
of  the move.

The removal of the
Hanuman flag from the
108-feet-tall flag post in
Keragodu Village in
Mandya district has 
triggered a huge row in
the state, resulting in a
major confrontation
between ruling Cong and
Oppn BJP and JD-S

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Wardha (Maha), Jan 31: In a
strange development,  the
Ma h at ma  Ga n dhi
An t a r ra s h t ri ya  H i n di
Vishwavidyalaya (MGAHV) here
allegedly barred a programme
organised by students to pay
homage to the Father of  the
Nation, Mahatama Gandhi, on
his 76th death anniversary.

Mahatma Gandhi was assas-
sinated January 30, 1948 and
the day is observed as ‘Martyrs
Day’ all over India. President
Dro u pa di  Mu r mu ,  Pri me
Minister Narendra Modi and
other top leaders across the po-
litical spectrum had paid tributes
to Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat
Tuesday.

Simultaneously, the students
of  the MGAHV here also planned
a small memorial event in front
of  Bapu’s statue at the Gandhi
Hill on the sprawling campus,
but they were reportedly halted
midway by the varsity man-
agement.

It was a solemn event held at
6pm Tuesday (Jan 30), but the
university administration
abruptly trooped in there and or-
dered us to stop the homage cer-
emony. They had brought the
campus security personnel in
large numbers and prevented

us from honouring Bapu’s mar-
tyrdom, ironically, at a Central
University named in Gandhiji’s
memory,” a senior student pur-
suing Gandhian studies, told
IANS, requesting anonymity.

When the students’ gather-
ing sought the reasons for stop-
ping the memorial event, an ad-
ministrator claimed that they
had not taken permission.

“However, we had submitted
a letter to the administration a
day in advance (January 29)
about the Gandhiji tribute event
which is also organised all over
the world. Besides, we held it
in the Student Corner of  the
campus where such restrictions
should not have been placed,”
said a student activist Akshay
Krantiveer.

Another activist Chandan
Saroj alleged that the MGAHV
reportedly has a long record of
an anti-student mindset, which
has led to frictions on the serene
campus of  the 27-year-old Central
University, dedicated to the cause
of  fulfilling Gandhiji’s dreams
for the Hindi language.

Wishing to avoid another
fracas on the Shaheed Divas,
the students quietly moved out
of  the varsity premises and
held a small tribute ceremony
to Bapu outside the campus
gate later.

TAKING TO STREET: Activists of Democratic Youth Federation of India (DYFI) and Students Federation of India
(SFI) during a protest march over unemployment and other issues, in Mumbai, Wednesday PTI PHOTO

Central Gandhi university bars
event on Gandhiji’s martyrdom

New species of
burrowing frog
found in B’lore
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Jan 31: Researchers
from various national and in-
ternational organisations have
discovered a new species of  bur-
rowing frog in Bangalore.

Named as ‘Sphaerotheca
Varshaabhu’, this previously
unknown species of  frog has
been thriving amidst the urban
landscape of  Bangalore.

The discovery marks a sig-
nificant milestone in biodiver-
sity research and underscores
the resilience of  wildlife in un-
expected urban ecosystems,
Chetan Nag KS, Associate
Professor, Jain University said
in a statement.

The newly unearthed am-
phibian exhibits distinctive
characteristics that set it apart
from known frog species, he
said.

Sphaerotheca Varshaabhu,
meaning a genus of  frog which
welcomes rain, has been at-
tributed to its behaviour of  com-
ing out of  burrows during the
early showers.

Sphaerotheca Varshaabhu
has adapted to its urban sur-
roundings in surprising ways,
displaying behaviours and phys-
ical attributes that enable it to
navigate the challenges posed by
urbanisation. 

The discovery emphasises
the need for continued explo-
ration of  urban ecosystems and
the preservation of  biodiver-
sity in areas heavily impacted
by human activities, the state-
ment read.

The lead researcher Deepak
P stumbled upon the new frog
species during a routine biodi-
versity survey conducted within
Bangalore city’s urban envi-
ronment. The team utilised ad-
vanced genetic analysis, mor-
p h o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  a n d
bioacoustics to confirm the dis-
tinctiveness of  this newly dis-
covered amphibian.
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A fountain at ‘Amrit Udyan’ on the premises of Rashtrapati Bhawan, during a media preview, in New Delhi. 
Formerly known as Mughal Gardens, ‘Amrit Udyan’ will open for public from February 2 Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the ‘Bharat Jodo Nyaya Yatra’ in Katihar of Bihar

Priests perform ‘Ganga Aarti’ during the annual ‘Magh Mela’ at Sangam in PrayagrajShips of India Coast Guard (ICG) during Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan’s ‘Day at Sea’ event organised as part of the 48th Raising Day celebrations of ICG

Displaced Palestinians fleeing Khan Younis due to the Israeli ground operation, sit on a 
vehicle as they move towards Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Ministers of State Pankaj Chaudhary and Bhagwat Karad and her team of officials a 
day before presentation of the Interim Budget 2024, at her North Block office in New Delhi

Tourists ride horses during snowfall at Kufri in Shimla  PTI/REUTERS
Police along with fishermen secure a crocodile to hand it over to Forest department after it was 

caught by fishermen from the Bhairav Ghat of the Ganga river in Kanpur
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New Delhi, Jan 31: President
Droupadi Murmu Wednesday said
the centuries-old desire to build a
Ram temple in Ayodhya has now 
become reality as she listed the
achievements of  the Modi govern-
ment over the past 10 years.  

In her 75-minute address to the
members  of  both Houses  of
Parliament assembled in the Lok
Sabha chamber  of  the  new
Parliament building, Murmu also
hailed the armed forces for giving
a befitting reply to terrorism and
expansionism, an apparent reference
to Pakistan and China.

In her maiden address in the
new Parliament building, the
President listed out the economic
reforms undertaken by the gov-
ernment that has transformed India
from the group of  “fragile five” to
the “top f ive”  economies  in  
the world.

Murmu said the government’s
successful hosting of  the G-20 sum-
mit had strengthened India’s global
standing and noted that Jammu

and Kashmir, and the northeast-
ern states hosted some interna-
tional meetings of  the grouping
for the first time.

“This is the time for India to
script the future for the coming cen-
turies. Our ancestors have be-
queathed us a legacy spanning thou-
sands of  years. Even today, we
remember with pride the excep-
tional achievements of  our ances-
tors. Today’s generation should also
build a lasting legacy that will be re-
membered for centuries,” she said.

The Lok Sabha chamber rever-
berated with applause and thump-
ing of  desks when the President
spoke about the building of  Ram
temple in Ayodhya, which is wit-
nessing pilgrims in large numbers.

“Over the past 10 years, India
has witnessed several such tasks
being accomplished in the national
interest, for which the people of  the
country were waiting for decades.
For centuries, there was an aspi-
ration to construct the Ram Mandir.
Today it is a reality,”Murmu said.

The President said within five
days of  the opening of  the temple,
13 lakh devotees had visited Ayodhya
Dham. She termed the consecra-
tion ceremony at the Ram temple
January 22 as an “epochal mo-
ment”.   “There were doubts 
regarding the removal of  Article 370
from Jammu and Kashmir. Those
are now history. This Parliament also
enacted a strict law against ‘Triple
Talaq’,” the President said.

Murmu touched on issues rang-
ing from insurgency to inflation
and said a country can progress at
a fast pace only when it defeats the
challenges of  the past and puts
maximum energy into building the
future. The President said the 
tangible results of  the government’s
efforts to strengthen internal 
security were visible.
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will also not forgive those who
support the CPI (M). Because by
doing so they actually support
the BJP. I have seen that in the
last panchayat elections
MAMATA BANERJEE | WEST BENGAL CM

Flight operations were
significantly impacted at the Delhi
airport Wednesday as around 100
flights were delayed, at least five
were diverted and many were
cancelled due to bad weather

100 FLIGHTS DELAYED

y
y

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

We want social
justice. After
we come to

power at the Centre,
we will conduct a
countrywide caste
census to find out the
number of Dalits and people from
other backward communities

RAHUL GANDHI | SENIOR CONGRESS LEADER

of the
day uote 

It is a matter of
happiness. The
Varanasi court

order in the Gyanvapi
case will in a way
prove to be a
milestone. For the
Hindu religion, no place is better
than Varanasi. Today 
is a very important day for 
the Hindu community

MOHAN YADAV | MADHYA PRADESH CM

ED summons
Kejriwal again
New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has issued a
fresh and the fifth summons
to Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal for his questioning in
the Delhi excise policy linked
money laundering case,
official sources said
Wednesday. Kejriwal, also the
national convenor of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), had
skipped four earlier
summonses issued by the
federal agency over the last
four months. While it is
understood that the fresh
summons was for February 2,
an official confirmation was
awaited. The 55-year-old
politician, a former IRS officer,
was called on earlier dates
like January 18 and January 3
and December 21 and
November 2 in 2023.

Kerala’s PC George
merges party with BJP
New Delhi: Ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections, Kerala
Janapaksham (Secular) chief
P C George merged his party
with the BJP Wednesday.
George along with his son
Shaun and other Kerala
Janapaksham (Secular)
leaders joined the BJP here in
the presence of the saffron
party’s in-charge for political
affairs in Kerala Prakash
Javadekar and other senior
leaders. 

109 students 
fall ill at school
Thane: As many as 109
students of a private ashram
school, including 63 girls, were
rushed to a government
hospital in Thane district
when they showed symptoms
of food poisoning  after
consuming the mid-day meal
Wednesday, an official said.
The Sant Gadge Maharaj
Primary and Secondary
Ashram School (residential
schools for tribal children),
where the incident took place,
is located at Bhatsai in
Shahapur taluka on the
outskirts of Mumbai. The
school houses 200 students
from Classes 1 to 10. Shahpur
tehsildar Komal Thakur told
PTI that barring four students,
all were discharged from the
Sub-Division Hospital in
Shahapur after treatment. 

Bombay HC split on
IT rules on fake news
Mumbai: In a split judgement
on petitions challenging the
amended Information
Technology (IT) Rules on fake
news, one judge of the
Bombay High Court
Wednesday held that they
amounted to censorship,
while the other judge said the
Rules do not have any chilling
effect  on free speech. A
division bench of Justices
Gautam Patel and Neela
Gokhale delivered different
judgements, necessitating the
placing of the petitions before
a third judge.  

SHORT TAKES

The Modi
government
rebuilt Jammu

and Kashmir, ending
an era of terrorism
and violence

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

national
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Chandigarh, Jan 31: The Aam
Aadmi Party Wednesday failed
to get any interim relief  from
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court on its plea for setting
aside the Chandigarh mayoral
e l e c t i o n  a n d  s a i d  i t  w i l l  
approach the Supreme Court
for an early hearing.

A division bench of  justices
Sudhir Singh and Harsh Bunger,
which was hearing a plea filed
by Kumar, issued notices to the
Chandigarh administration, the
municipal  cor poration,  
presiding officer Anil Masih and
new mayor Manoj Sonkar, among
others, to file their replies within
three weeks and adjourned the
matter till February 26.

Chandigarh administration
senior standing counsel Anil
Mehta told reporters that the
court refused to give any interim
relief  to the petitioner. “We have
been given a three-week time to
file a response and we will do so,”
said Mehta. He added that the
issue regarding the maintain-
ability of  the petition was still
pending.  Kumar in his plea has
sought fresh elections under the
supervision of  a retired high
court judge, alleging tampering
with ballot papers by the presid-
ing officer. Both the officer and BJP
have rubbished the allegations.

The petitioner has also sought
an investigation by an inde-
pendent investigation agency
into the “entire fraud” commit-
ted during the election process.
“We will move Supreme Court.
We will seek an early hearing in
the matter. There is a video of  the
whole thing,” AAP leader and
Punjab Chief  Minister Bhagwant

Mann told reporters and won-
dered why the Chandigarh ad-
ministration required three
weeks to prepare a report. 

The party announced a protest
outside the BJP headquarters
in Delhi February 2  in which
AAP convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
Mann will participate. The pe-
titioner’s counsel, Gurminder
Singh, said the high court is-
sued notices and gave  three
weeks to respondents to file their
replies. “Our prayer’s ambit was
that the mayoral poll result be set
aside and free and fair elections
be held,” said Singh who is also
the Punjab Advocate General.

According to the plea, the
“election was not held in a free
and fair manner and there was

a gross violation while counting
of  votes, with tampering of  the
ballot papers”.

The petitioner sought direc-
tions to respondents to seal,
preserve and present before the
HC the entire process of  the
election, including the record of
ballot papers and proceedings
of  the election process and
videography done on Tuesday.

BJP candidate Manoj Sonkar
had defeated AAP’s Kuldeep
Kumar for the mayor’s post,
polling 16 votes against 12. Eight
votes were declared invalid. The
plea sought directions to re-
strain Sonkar from discharg-
ing the functions of  mayor of  the
Chandigarh municipal corpo-
ration as the entire process of
election was “vitiated by fraud.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Malda (WB), Jan 31: The
Congress Wednesday said that
the rear windscreen of  Rahul
Gandhi's car was shattered
when sudden brakes were 
applied during his ongoing
yatra in West Bengal’s Malda
district, contradicting its state
unit  president  Adhir
Chowdhury’s allegation that
the vehicle was “pelted with
stones”.

Chief  Minister Mamata
Banerjee, however, claimed
the incident happened in the
Katihar area in adjoining
Bihar, not in West Bengal.
The Congress, on its official
X handle, said the window
pane was damaged when sud-
den brakes had to be applied
due to a woman coming in
front of  the vehicle during
'Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra’ in
Malda district. However,
Gandhi was unharmed in the
incident. Television footage
showed him inspecting the
damaged window pane after
arriving at a designated halt.

Earlier in the day, state
Cong ress  chief  Adhir
Chowdhury, who was seen
seated in the backseat of
Gandhi’s car, had alleged that
the “stone-pelting” occurred
in Malda’s Harishchandrapur
area as the yatra re-entered
West Bengal from Bihar.

“The rear window pane of
the vehicle in which Rahul
Gandhi was travelling was
smashed after being pelted
with stones. This is unac-
ceptable,” Chowdhury re-
marked. Speaking at a pro-
gramme in neighbouring
M u r s h i d a b a d  d i s t r i c t ,
Banerjee said the incident
took place in “Katihar area
in Bihar, bordering West
Bengal”.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 31: Five of  the 
six people arrested in the Parliament
security breach case Wednesday
told a court that they were allegedly
being tortured by Delhi Police to
accept their association with
Opposition parties.

The submission was made before
Additional Sessions Judge Hardeep
Kaur, who extended the judicial 
custody of  all the six accused till
March 1. Five of  the accused --
Manoranjan D, Sagar Sharma, Lalit
Jha, Amol Shinde and Mahesh
Kumawat -- told the court that they
were forced to sign about 70-odd
blank papers. “Accused persons were
tortured/given electric shocks to
sign and confess (to) the commis-
sion of  crime under the UAPA and
their association with national po-
litical parties,” they  told the court.

The court sought a reply from 
police in the matter and fixed
February 17 for hearing the appli-
cation. The sixth accused in the case
is Neelam Azad.

In a major security breach on the
anniversary of  the 2001 Parliament
terror attack, Sagar Sharma and
Manoranjan D jumped into the 
Lok Sabha chamber from the pub-
lic gallery during Zero Hour
December 13 last year, released 
yellow gas from canisters and shouted
slogans before they were overpow-
ered by some MPs.

Around the same time, two 
other accused -- Amol Shinde and
Neelam Azad -- sprayed coloured
gas from canisters while shouting
“tanashahi nahi chalegi” outside
the Parliament premises. These four
were taken into custody from the
spot, while Lalit Jha and Mahesh
Kumawat were arrested later.

Prez addresses joint session of Parl

AAP to move top courtC’GARH
MAYORAL
ELECTION

The Congress , AAP held a protest and a complaint
was also filed on behalf of their joint mayoral 
candidate and AAP councillor Kuldeep Kumar 

against the presiding officer, accusing him 
of tampering with ballot papers 

Rahul’s car vandalisedPARLIAMENT BREACH

Given shocks to confess
to Oppn links: Accused 
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Raipur, Jan 31: Security per-
sonnel have discovered a 70-
metre- long tunnel  dug by
Naxalites in a dense forest along
the border of  Dantewada and
Bijapur districts in Bastar di-
vision which is prima facie used
as a bunker cum dumping place,
a police officer said  Wednesday.  

According to police, they had
received information about the
existence of  such an under-
ground passage in the Bastar
division in the past, but they
have spotted it for the first time.

The tunnel, around 70 meters
long and 6 feet deep, was spotted
on Tuesday in the Bijapur district
forest when a joint team of  se-
curity personnel from Dantewada
was conducting an anti-Naxal
operation, Dantewada Additional
Superintendent of  Police, RK
Barman, told PTI.

Personnel belonging to the
District Reserve Guard, Bastar
Fighters, both units of  the state
police, and CRPF's 230th battal-
ion were involved in the opera-
tion, he said. “During patrolling
near Todopat-Uspari village, se-
curity personnel spotted the tun-
nel opening from a roof. Its open-

ings were covered with long
woods, bushes, and soil,” he said.

According to Barman, this is
the first such instance in the
Bastar region wherein an un-
derground tunnel has been dis-
covered. “Prima facie, Naxalites
have dug this tunnel manually
to use it as a bunker to hide from
security personnel during op-
erations in the area. They might
have also been using it to dump
Naxal-related materials,” 
the police officer said.  However,
details will be known after the
investigation, he added.

“Police had received inputs
about such a tunnel being dug by
Naxals in forests under the
Bastar region in the past, but it
was spotted for the first time,”
another police official said.
Dantewada and Bijapur are
among seven districts under the
Bastar division.

Security personnel
uncover Naxal tunnel 

SNIPPETS

Bill to tackle exam malpractices 
likely in Parliament on Monday
NEW DELHI: The government is likely to introduce a new Bill in Parliament 
next week to deal sternly with malpractices and irregularities in competitive
examinations, with provisions for a maximum jail term of 10 years and a fine up
to `1 crore. Sources said the Public Examination (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Bill, 2024 may be introduced Monday but a final call is yet to be taken. The bill
was cleared by the Union cabinet recently. The sources said students will not be
a target of the proposed law. It will act against organised gangs, mafia elements
and those indulging in malpractices and will not even spare government officials
found in collusion with them. The move comes against the backdrop of
cancellation of a series of competitive tests such as the teacher recruitment
exam in Rajasthan, Common Eligibility Test (CET) for Group-D posts in Haryana,
recruitment exam for junior clerks in Gujarat and constable recruitment
examination in Bihar following question paper leaks. The bill also proposes a
high-level national technical committee on public examinations that will make
recommendations to make the computerised examination process more secure.

Normal to above-normal rainfall 
likely in north India in Feb: IMD
NEW DELHI: After experiencing a drier-than-usual December and 
January, north India is expected to see normal to above-normal rainfall 
in February, according to the India Meteorological Department (IMD).
Addressing a press conference Wednesday, IMD Director General
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said India may cumulatively experience above-
normal rainfall in February. Northwest India recorded just 3.1 mm of
rainfall in January, the second lowest since 1901, the IMD reported. North
India, consisting of seven meteorological subdivisions, is most likely to
receive above-normal rainfall (more than 122 per cent of the long period
average) in February. “Monthly rainfall over the country as a whole
during February is most likely to be above normal (more than 119 per
cent of the long period average),” Mohapatra said. Based on data from
1971-2020, the long period average (LPA) of rainfall over north India and
the country as a whole in February is 65 mm and 22.7 mm, respectively.
North India receives about 18 per cent of its annual rainfall between
January 1 and March 31. Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, in particular,
receive 31 per cent of their annual rainfall during this period.
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Securing
agreement is

vital for our credibility,
and not least for our
commitment to
provide steadfast
support to Ukraine
CHARLES MICHEL | EU COUNCIL
PRESIDENT

Hackers linked to the Chinese government
are targeting critical infrastructure in the
United States, preparing to cause “real-
world harm” to Americans, FBI Director
Christopher Wray plans to tell a House of
Representatives panel Wednesday

BIG CONSPIRACY
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Democrats do
not vote in
Republican

primaries here, just
like Republicans
won't vote in
Democratic primaries

CHAIRMAN KATON DAWSON |
FORMER SOUTH CAROLINA REPUBLICAN PARTY

of the
day uote 

Any unilateral
irrational
action could

very easily escalate
tensions and
sabotage stability in
the Taiwan Strait
region

MAJ. GEN. SUN LI-FANG | TAIWAN DEFENCE

MINISTRY SPOKESPERSON

The fact is that
Haley knows
she doesn’t

have a cogent
argument or even a
coherent reason for
why she should be
President. But what voters do know
is that she's a warmonger who
would rather throw America into
endless wars

STEVEN CHEUNG | TRUMP SPOKESPERSON

Norway prepares
for biggest storm 
Copenhagen: Norway’s
central Atlantic coast
battened down Wednesday as
authorities warned that the
country could see its most
powerful storm in three
decades and urged people to
stay indoors. Hurricane-force
winds were expected to hit
the region, as air traffic
companies and ferry lines
predicted disruptions. Police
warned that gusts of 126 to
180 kilometers per hour (78 to
112 miles per hour) were
expected. By midday
Wednesday, there were
scattered reports of ferry
lines linking Norwegians
islands suspending their
services, and the closing of
schools, roads, tunnels and
bridges across the
mountainous country.

Finland hits by
massive strikes 
Helsinki: Labour unions in
Finland went on strike
Wednesday, starting a three-
days labour action that will
affect up to 300,000 workers
and severely disrupt the
daily life. Trade unions are
protesting revisions to
labour market legislation and
social security cuts proposed
by the centre-right
government of Prime
Minister Petteri Orpo.  The
strikes will shut down
kindergartens and pre-
schools, disrupt air traffic
and postal services, close
public transport and shut
down factories across the
nation. Grocery stores,
hotels and restaurants will
be also hit by strikes across
the Nordic country of 
5.6 million from Wednesday
to Friday.

SHORT TAKES

international

How US is preparing for a Chinese invasion of Taiwan
REUTERS

Washington, Jan 31: When US and
Australian troops practiced amphibious
landings, ground combat and air op-
erations last Summer, they drew head-
lines about the allies deepening de-
fense cooperation to counter China’s
growing military ambitions.

The amount of  equipment, which has
not been previously reported, is enough
to supply about three logistics com-
panies, with as many as 500 or more
soldiers, focused on ensuring supplies
reach warfighters.

US war games have concluded that
China would likely try to bomb jet
fuel supplies or refueling ships, crip-
pling US air and sea power without hav-
ing to battle heavily armed fighter
jets or sink America’s fleet of  surface
warships, according to current and
former officials and experts.

In response, the United States is
trying to spread its military logistics
hubs across the region - including
warehouses in Australia, as per offi-
cial statement.

RISKS FOR THE US
The US military’s logistics arm, US

Transportation Command (TransCom),

has had a major success: funneling
more than 660 million pounds of  equip-
ment and over 2 million rounds of  ar-

tillery to the Ukrainian military in
its war with Russia.

Supporting Taiwan, roughly 100
miles from the coast of  China, would
be orders of  magnitude harder, US of-
ficials and experts acknowledge.

The US has not formally said it
would intervene if  China were to at-
tack Taiwan but President Joe Biden
has repeatedly suggested he would
deploy US troops to defend the island.

Xi has ordered his military to be
ready to take Taiwan by 2027. But
many analysts see that as an attempt
to galvanize his military rather than
a timeline for invasion.

A senior US military official, speak-
ing on the condition of  anonymity,
said supplies of  ammunition are at
the top of  the list of  priorities in the
Indo-Pacific, followed by fuel, food and
spare parts for equipment.

US officials warn that in a major con-
flict Navy ships could quickly run out
of  missile defenses.

In a war game run for Congress in
April, China prepared for an am-
phibious assault on Taiwan with mas-

sive air and missile strikes against
US bases in the region. That included
the US naval base on the Japanese is-
land of  Okinawa and the Yokota Air
Base in western Tokyo.

FROM “JUST IN TIME” TO “JUST IN CASE”
There has been a shift in the United

States military’s thinking. For decades,
the United States has not had to worry
about a foreign power targeting its 

logistics bases. That allowed plan-
ners to focus on efficiency, adopting the
“just-in-time” logistics model com-
mon among private-sector manufac-
turers.

That approach led to the cost-saving
decision to create mega-bases, like
Ramstein Air Base in Germany.
Ramstein was safe from Taliban and
Islamic State attacks. But a conflict with
China could make mega bases, which
include Camp Humphreys near Seoul,
prime targets. This risk is prompting
the switch to a more costly approach
to logistics that includes dispersing US
stockpiles and pre-positioning sup-
plies around the region. 

The United States and
its allies are

increasingly worried that
in the coming years
Chinese President Xi
Jinping could order his
military to seize Taiwan,
the democratically-
governed island China
considers its own
territory

So, the US military is taking
a hard look at its own

military readiness and trying
to play catch-up in a critical
area: its logistics network

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Male, Jan 31:  Hours after the
Prosecutor General of  Maldives
was attacked by unidentified
persons Monday, a blame game
has erupted between the ruling
and the Opposition parties that
called the attack “politically mo-
tivated,” according to local media
and social media reports.

“Prosecutor General Hussain
Shameem was attacked on a
street in Male City. He is re-
ceiving treatment for his in-
juries at the ADK Hospital,”
Sun.Mv, a news portal, said.

Former Maldivian president
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih de-
scribed the attack as “politi-
cally motivated,” prompting the
Home Minister Ali Ihusan to
ask him to share information to
back his claim.

In a post on X, Solih, also the
interim leader of  the largest op-
position outfit, the Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP), said:
“Politically motivated acts of
violence have no place in a dem-
ocratic society and I call on the
government to be swift in bring-
ing the perpetrators to justice.”

Home Minister Ali Ihusan
asked Solih to share informa-
tion to back his claim that the vi-
olent attack on Prosecutor
General Shameem was politi-

cally motivated.
Responding to Solih’s post on

X from his official designation's
handle of  Minister of  Homeland
Security and Technology, Ihusan
said, “Maldives police (@PoliceMv)
is currently investigating this
case. Former President declar-
ing that the attack was ‘politi-
cally motivated’ suggests that for-
mer President has credible
information about motive and
people behind this attack.”

“I would like to request former
President to please share the
credible information referred
here with the Police immedi-
ately. I have asked investigators
to coordinate with for mer
Presidents office in this regard.
Police is treating this case as
top priority and will bring per-

petrators to justice,” he said.
Meanwhile, condemning the

attack on Shameem, the MDP
said in a statement: “The alleged
close ties between top govern-
ment officials and criminal gangs
were resulting in open violent as-
saults on top state officials.”

The MDP accused President
Muizzu’s administration of  fail-
ing to provide proper protection
to officials charged with fulfill-
ing constitutional duties and re-
sponsibilities.

“This party also notes that
after having successfully driven
down violent assaults in the
Maldives during the former ad-
ministration, such crimes have
increased after President Muizzu
took office,” the portal reported,
quoting the MDP statement.

Muizzu, considered to be close
to China, defeated India-friendly
incumbent Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih in the presidential runoff
held in September last year.

The MDP also called on the
government “to sever its alleged
ties with criminal groups,” and
to run a proper investigation
into the attack on Shameem and
bring the perpetrators to jus-
tice.

The Prosecutor General's
Office (PGO) said in a statement
that Shameem was attacked with
a weapon by two people on a mo-
torbike.

The Maldives National Defense
Force (MNDF) has strengthened
Shameem's security following
the attack, it added.

Much later in the evening,
after discharge from the hospi-
tal, Prosecutor Shameem, thank-
ing Allah, posted on his Facebook
page “Thanks for all the love
and well wishes ... I was attacked
this morning ... Fractured my left
hand ... Back home with family
… will be back at work stronger
and be back running, cycling
and swimming even faster.”

Ibrahim Khaleel, the Minister
for Strategic Communications at
the President's Office, told Sun
that the government condemns
the  dang erous  attack on
Shameem in the harshest terms.

ATTACK ON
PROSECUTOR

GENERAL  Blame game in Maldives
Prosecutor General Hussain Shameem was appointed by the previous Ibrahim Mohamed

Solih-led Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) government. Incidentally, MDP recently
initiated impeachment proceedings against the current President Mohamed Muizzu

Former Maldivian 
president Ibrahim

Mohamed Solih
described the attack 

as “politically motivated,”
prompting the Home
Minister Ali Ihusan 
to ask him to share 
information to back 

his claim

AGENCIES

Islamabad, Jan 31: Former
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan and his wife Bushra Bibi
were sentenced Wednesday to
14 years of  rigorous imprison-
ment in a corruption case, deal-
ing another blow to the jailed
leader, a day after he was handed
a 10-year jail term for leaking sen-
sitive state secrets.    

The verdict by an accounta-
bility court, which comes eight
days before the February 8 gen-
eral elections, has added to the
legal woes of  the 71-year-old
cricketer-turned-politician who
is already serving a three-year jail
term after being convicted of
corruption in another case.

Khan's party, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf  (PTI) faced nu-
merous troubles before the elec-
tion starting with the denial of
its election symbol, the cricket
bat, to the rejection of  nomi-
nation papers of  Khan, former
foreign minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi and several other party
leaders.

Accountability Court Judge
Mohammad Bashir conducted
the hearing at Rawalpindi's
Adiala Jail, where the former
premier is incarcerated.

In the Toshakhana corrup-
tion case, he was accused of  re-
taining expensive state gifts they
received during his tenure as
Pakistan's premier.

Khan and his wife were also
barred from holding any pub-
lic office for 10 years and slapped
with a fine of  Rs 787 million
each. Bushra Bibi, 49, did not
appear  before  the  cour t
Wednesday. 

At the outset of  the hearing,
Judge Bashir asked Khan if  he

recorded his statement. To this,
the former premier said that he
would submit his statement once
his lawyers came. “I have been
deceived as I was only called to
mark my attendance for the hear-
ing,” Khan said. Following the
verdict, Bushra Bibi arrived at
the Adiala jail and surrendered
before the authorities. “Why are
you in a hurry? Even yesterday,
the conviction was announced in
haste,” the ex-prime minister
said, referring to the verdict in
the cipher case a day earlier.

“My lawyers are not here yet.
I will submit the statement after
showing it to them when they
come,” Imran said, adding that
he had appeared before the
court only to mark his atten-
dance. He then exited the court-
room, after which the court
sentenced the ex-premier and
his wife in absentia.   

The judge in the case had also
convicted another former pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif  in July 2018
ahead of  elections. Reacting to
the verdict, PTI's current chief
Gohar Khan said the judgment
only served to lower the respect
of  the judiciary.

Separately, the PTI in a state-
ment said that these decisions,
reached in haste, cannot impact
the fervour, any PTI supporter
talks of, around election time.

Imran, wife jailed for 
14 years in graft case

US overhauls its
annual lottery 
for H-1B visas 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Jan 31: The US has
announced a major overhaul of
its annual lottery for the H-1B spe-
ciality occupation visas, popular
among Indian IT professionals,
to curtail the potential for fraud
and improve and streamline the
registration system.

Separately, the US on January
29 has formally launched a pilot
programme to renew the much
sought-after H-1B visas domes-
tically, a move that is likely to ben-
efit thousands of  Indian tech
professionals.

The H-1B visa is a non-immi-
grant visa that allows US com-
panies to employ foreign work-
ers in speciality occupations
that require theoretical or tech-
nical expertise. Technology com-
panies depend on it to hire tens
of  thousands of  employees each
year from countries like India
and China.

The new overhauled system,
among other things, includes
the provision of  a beneficiary-
centric selection process for reg-
istrations by employers.

As a result, unlike in the past
when multiple applications by an
individual often resulted in abuse
in fraud of  the system, the H-1B
visa applications would now be
counted and accepted based on
individual applicants. Even if
one individual files multiple ap-
plications for various compa-
nies, they would be counted as
one application based on their
personal credentials like passport
numbers.

PIO couple jailed
for 33 years in UK 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Jan 31: An Indian-
origin couple in the UK, whose
extradition was sought by India
charges of  the murder of  their
adopted son in Gujarat, has been
sentenced to 33 years in prison
each after being convicted of  ex-
porting more than half  a tonne
of  cocaine to Australia using
commercial planes.

Arti Dhir, 59, and Kavaljitsinh
Raijada, 35, from Hanwell in
Ealing were identified by the
National Crime Agency (NCA)
investigators after Australian
Border Force intercepted the co-
caine worth 57 million pounds
upon its arrival in Sydney in
May 2021, the agency said in a
statement Monday.

The couple was behind a front
company that had sent the drugs
by plane under a cover load of
metal toolboxes, according to
the investigation.

Dhir and Raijada denied ex-
porting cocaine to Australia and
money laundering. They were
convicted of  12 counts of  ex-
portation and 18 counts of  money
laundering by a jury following
a trial at Southwark Crown Court
Monday.  They were sentenced
at the same court Tuesday.

The drugs would have been
worth up to 57 million pounds
when sold in Australia.

DRUG SMUGGLING
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EU aims to launch a Red Sea
naval mission within 3 weeks 
Brussels: The European Union plans to launch
a naval mission in the Red Sea within three
weeks to help defend cargo ships against
attacks by Houthi rebels in Yemen that are
hampering trade and driving up prices, the
bloc's top diplomat said Wednesday. EU
foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said he wants
the mission to be up and running by February
17. Officials say that seven EU countries are
ready to provide ships or planes. Belgium has
already committed to send a frigate. Germany
is expected to do the same. Last week, US and
British forces bombed multiple targets in eight
locations used by the Iranian-backed Houthis. 

Russia and Ukraine 
swap scores of POWs 
Kyiv: Russia and Ukraine have exchanged about 200
prisoners of war each, the countries said Wednesday,
despite tensions stemming from last week's crash of
a military transport plane that Moscow claimed was
carrying Ukrainian POWs and was shot down by
Kyiv's forces.  After the Jan 24 crash of the Il-76 plane
in Russia's Belgorod region near the border with
Ukraine, some Russian officials had publicly
questioned the possibility of future POW swaps.
Russia's Defence Ministry said the countries
exchanged 195 POWs each. After the statement was
released, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said 207 Ukrainians were freed. There was no
immediate explanation for the different figures.

PTI leader shot dead
Peshawar: A leader of Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
party contesting the February 8
elections was shot dead while
three of his supporters were
injured after unknown gunmen
indiscriminately fired at his poll
campaign rally Wednesday in the
country's restive northwestern
region, officials said.   Rehan Zaib
Khan, who was contesting from
the Bajaur constituency for a
seat in the National Assembly as
an independent candidate
following a recent court order
that banned the PTI from
contesting election, was shot
dead while three of his
supporters were injured when
they were holding their poll
campaign rally in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Siddiq Abad
Phatak Bazar Main Chowk area.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Jan 31: Sexual
predators, addictive features,
self-harm and eating disorders,
unrealistic beauty standards and
bullying. These are just some of
the issues young people are deal-
ing with on social media — and
children’s advocates and law-
makers say companies are not
doing enough to protect them.

The CEOs of  Meta, TikTok, X
and other social media companies
Wednesday, are testifying before
the Senate Judiciary Committee
about child exploitation on their
platforms, as lawmakers, families
and advocates are growing in-
creasingly concerned about the
effects of  social media on young
people’s lives. 

While  Meta  CEO Mark
Zuckerberg is a veteran of  con-
gressional hearings since his
first one over the Cambridge
Analytica privacy debacle in 2018,
it will only be the second time for
TikTok CEO Shou Zi
Chew and the first for
Linda Yaccarino, the
CEO of  X. Snap CEO
Evan Spiegel and Discord
CEO Jason Citron are also sched-
uled to testify. 

Meta will likely be a central
focus of  the hearing, as the Menlo
Park, California-based tech giant
has been sued by dozens of  states
that say it knowingly and delib-
erately designing features on
Instagram and Facebook that ad-
dict children to its platforms and
failed to protect them from online

predators.  New internal emails be-
tween Meta executives released
by Sen. Richard Blumenthal's of-
fice show Nick Clegg, president
of  global affairs and others asking
CEO Mark Zuckerberg to invest in

hiring additional people
to “strengthen our po-
sition on wellbeing
across the company”
as concer ns g rew

around social media's effects on
youth mental health. 

In September 2021, The Wall
Street Journal released the
Facebook Files, its report based
on internal documents from
whistleblower Frances Haugen,
who later testified before the
Senate. Clegg circled back on the
August email in late last year,
proposing a scaled-down invest-

ment and telling Zuckerberg that
the funding is important to ensure
the company can back up its “ex-
ternal narrative of  well-being
on our apps.” 

The nudges encourage kids to
close the app, though it does not
force them to do so.  But critics
and child safety advocates say
its actions fall short of  mean-
ingful changes that would ad-
dress kids' safety.

X, formerly Twitter, said its
CEO Linda Yaccarino was in
Washington last week to meet
with senators to talk about how
the company is addressing child
sexual exploitation, along with a
broad range of  other topics that
included privacy, artificial in-
telligence, content moderation
and misinformation. 

Social media CEOs face Senate grilling

CHILD
EXPLOITATION 
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Building scale,
riding on low

input tariffs is key to
transforming India into a
global hub for electronics
manufacturing and
exports
PANKAJ MOHINDROO | CHAIRMAN,
ICEA

Meta’s X rival Threads has
witnessed growth in December
last year, with downloads
tripling, placing it in the top 10
most downloaded apps for the
month on both the App Store
and Google Play

META’S THREADS REACHES TOP 10 
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The capex
thrust will
continue

because the private
investment still
remains a bit weak.
And also, we need to
overcome the infrastructure deficit
that has plagued our economy and
also the logistics cost, which are
very high and can only be covered
by rising public capital
expenditure

RAJIV KUMAR | FORMER NITI AAYOG

VICE CHAIRMAN

of the
day uote 

The proposed
international
film city near

Noida airport will be
the best in the world
with several global-
first features

ASHISH BHUTANI | REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER

BHUTANI GROUP CEO

Microsoft is
integrating the
power of AI

across the entire
data and tech stack,
seeing increased
usage from AI-first
start-ups and some of the world's
largest companies

SATYA NADELLA | CEO OF MICROSOFT

Rupee rises 6
paise against $
Mumbai: The rupee
appreciated 6 paise to 83.04
against the US dollar on
Wednesday, supported by a
firm trend in domestic
equities. Market participants
remained cautious ahead of
the interim Budget, scheduled
to be presented February 1,
traders said, adding that a
strengthening American
currency in the overseas
market also capped the sharp
gain in the local unit. At the
interbank foreign exchange
market, the local unit opened
at 83.11 against the
greenback. The unit hit an
intraday low of 83.12 and a
high of 83.01.

Gold demand dips 
Mumbai: India's gold 
demand witnessed on-year
decline of 3 per cent at 747.5
tonnes in 2023, and going
ahead the spurt in demand
could be anywhere between
800-900 tonnes, if prices hold
out and are not significantly
volatile, the World Gold
Council said in a report. The
country's total gold demand
stood at 774.1 tonnes in 2022,
according to the World Gold
Council (WGC) Gold 
Demand Trends report 
2023.  "India's gold 
demand in 2023 declined 
by 3 per cent to 747.5 tonnes,
strongly influenced by rising
gold prices. Although
consumer interest remained
high, it lagged trade
sentiment. October's price
correction during Navratri
stimulated a robust 
consumer response, 
boosting Diwali sales in
November.

SHORT TAKES

business

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 31: The Union
government’s fiscal deficit
touched `9.82 lakh crore or 55
per cent of  the annual Budget tar-
get at December-end 2023, ac-
cording to data released by the
Controller General of  Accounts
(CGA) Wednesday.

In the corresponding period
last year, the deficit was 59.8 per
cent of  the Budget estimate of
2022-23.

For 2023-24, the government’s
fiscal deficit is estimated to be at
`17.86 lakh crore or 5.9 per cent
of  the GDP.

The government’s total rev-
enue stood at `20.71 lakh crore
(76.3 per cent of  corresponding
BE 2023-24 of  total receipts) as of
December 2023.

This comprised `17.29 lakh
crore tax revenue (net), `3.12
lakh crore of  non-tax revenue and
`29,650 crore of  non-debt capital
receipts.

Non-debt capital receipts con-
sist of  the recovery of  loans and
miscellaneous capital receipts.

The CAG’s monthly account
data further said `7.47 lakh
crore has been transferred to
state governments as devolu-
tion of  share of  taxes by the
Central government up to
December 2023,  which is
`1,37,851 crore higher than the
previous year.

The total expenditure in-

curred by the Centre was ̀ 30.54
lakh crore (67.8 per cent of  cor-
responding BE 2023-24), out of
which `23.80 lakh crore is on
revenue account and ̀ 6.73 lakh
crore on capital account.

Out of  the total revenue ex-
penditure, ̀ 7,48,207 crore was
on account of  interest pay-
ments and `2,76,804 crore to-
wards major subsidies.

Adit i  Nayar,  Chief
Economist, Icra, said the gov-
ernment’s fiscal deficit was
marginally lower than the `9.9
lakh crore recorded in April-
December FY2023.

While net tax revenues rose
by 11 per cent, non-tax rev-
enues expanded by 46 per cent
on the back of  the RBI divi-
dend, amid a marginal 2 per
cent growth in revenue ex-

penditure and a robust 38 per
cent year-on-year expansion
in capex.

Icra does not expect the fis-
cal deficit target of  `17.9 lakh
crore for FY2024 to be breached.
However, a lower nominal GDP
than what the Union Budget had
pencilled in could result in the
fiscal deficit printing at 6 per
cent of  GDP, Nayar said.

Continuing the path of  fiscal
consolidation, the government
intends to bring the fiscal deficit
below 4.5 per cent of  GDP by
2025-26.

Finance Nirmala Sitharaman
is expected to outline the details
of  the fiscal deficit for the cur-
rent fiscal and 2024-25, along
with the Centre’s market bor-
rowing programme, in her in-
terim Budget Thursday.

FOR 2023-24, THE GOVERNMENT’S FISCAL DEFICIT IS ESTIMATED TO BE AT
`17.86L-CR OR 5.9% OF THE GDP

Apr-Dec fiscal deficit at 
55 pc of full-year target

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 31: Benchmark
equity indices recovered their
previous day’s losses and closed
nearly  1  per  cent  higher
Wednesday amid robust buying
in HDFC Bank and Reliance
Industries.

Investors are eyeing the two
important events lined up ahead
-- the interim budget and the US
Fed interest rate decision -- to de-
rive further cues from.

Reclaiming all the early lost
ground, the 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 612.21 points or 0.86 per
cent to settle at 71,752.11. During
the day, it zoomed 711.49 points
or 1 per cent to 71,851.39.

The Nifty climbed 203.60 points
or 0.95 per cent to 21,725.70.

Nifty bounced back from a

weak start and closed with gains
of  204 points at 21,726 levels.
Global markets will keenly await
the US Fed's commentary on the
rate cut timeline. On the do-
mestic front, investor's focus
will be on the Budget, said
Siddhartha Khemka, Head -
Retail Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd.

Among the Sensex firms,
Sun Pharma, Tata Motors, State
Bank of  India, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Maruti,  Bajaj

Finserv, Power Grid and
UltraTech Cement were the
major gainers.

Larsen & Toubro declined over
4 per cent after its December
quarter earnings. Titan also
ended lower from the 30-share
pack. A positive build-up was
reflected in Indian markets prior
to the interim budget, although
expectations are low, the market
anticipates a lower fiscal deficit
supported by buoyant tax rev-
enues. The overall trend in the
market is akin to a see-saw, and
the buy-on-dips strategy is ef-
fective as of  now. Global mar-
ket cues are mixed ahead of  the
FOMC meeting, and US 10-year
yields were marginally down,
said  Vinod Nair,  Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services.

REUTERS

Bangalore, Jan 31: Indians are
going out less often for pizzas
and burgers, third-quarter re-
s u l t s  a t  D o m i n o ’s  a n d
McDonald’s local franchisees
showed Wednesday, with ana-
lysts noting that tough com-
petition and demand-dampen-
ing inflation would strain their
earnings in the near term.

Domino’s restaurants oper-
ator Jubilant Foodworks, opens
new tab reported a surprise
profit  fall ,  while Westlife
Foodworld, opens new tab,
which operates McDonald’s
restaurants in south and west
India, posted a bigger-than-ex-
pected profit drop.

Quick-service restaurant
(QSR) operators in the country
have done everything from
rolling out cheaper offerings
and increasing discounts to
cutting packaging costs in a

bid to prop up demand but
have failed to get Indians to
eat out more often amid high
inflation.

The same companies were
among the biggest beneficiar-
ies during last year’s festive
session as Indians began din-
ing out more often after several

pandemic-ridden years.
The demand slowdown after

2023’s high base has not only
dragged their earnings, but
has also resulted in negative
same-store-sales growth (SSSG)
compared to the usual 5%.

While demand weakness
“might be near the bottom,”

the industry is unlikely to reach
earlier SSSG growth, said
Karan Taurani, an analyst with
Elara Capital.

The margins of  the two com-
panies are also unlikely to see
a “significant recovery,” ac-
cording to Amnish Agarwal,
analyst at Prabhudas Lilladher,
with Taurani also adding that
intensifying competition from
smaller players would keep
margins “strained.”

Jubilant’s profit of  657.1 mil-
lion rupees was down for a
fifth straight quarter, much
lower than analyst estimates of
902.6 million rupees, while its
revenue growth slowed for the
seventh quarter in a row.

Westlife, meanwhile, re-
ported its first revenue fall in
three years and its profit of
172.4 million rupees came in
far below analyst estimates of
331.1 million rupees, as per
LSEG data.

India’s appetite for pizzas, burgers shrinks

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,Jan 31:  Rajneesh
Karnatak, Managing Director
and Chief  Executive Officer of
Bank of  India made his maiden
visit to Odisha. During his visit
to Bhubaneswar, as a part of
Corporate Social Responsibility,
the MD & CEO in the presence of
Achyuta Samanta, MP, Lok Sabha
and founder of  KIIT Group of
Institutions, handed over an am-
bulance to Kalinga Institute of
Social Science, Bhubaneswar
which adds huge support for pro-
viding emergency medical serv-
ices to the needy ones.

This initiative is yet another
testimony to the bank’s com-
mitment to the welfare of  the
society. There he made a visit to
Star House Bank of  India at
Jaydev Vihar where he addressed
the staffs of  NBG (National
Banking Group), Odisha and
Zonal Office, Bhubaneswar and
discussed in brief  about the busi-
ness development in Odisha and
bank as a whole. Top executives
of  the bank from Odisha GM

NBG Odisha Vikash Krishna,
DGM NBG Odisha Rabindranath
Sarkar, ZM Bhubaneswar Zone
S Malay Das, ZM Baripada Zone
Ramesh Chandra Das,  ZM
Keonjhar Zone Himandri Sekhara
Das, ZM Sambalpur Zone Srijit
Sankar Behera and DZMs of  all
four zones of  the state were pres-
ent in this meeting. There was a
corporate customer meet at NBG
Odisha Board Room where he
greeted and interacted with the
top customers of  the bank from
Odisha. A Town Hall meeting
was org anised  at  Swosti
Premium, Bhubaneswar where
he addressed nearly 500 staffs of
the Bank of  India from differ-
ent branches of  Odisha. During
his address he enlightened the
staffs with his vision of  devel-
opment of  the bank. Top per-
forming branches and depart-
ments from the state were also
felicitated by Karnatak in the
meeting. There was also an in-
teractive session with all the
staffs where various staffs shared
their valuable suggestions di-
rectly to the MD and CEO.
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New Delhi, Jan 31: The growth
of  eight key infrastructure sec-
tors slowed to a 14-month low
of  3.8 per cent in December 2023,
on account of  poor performance
of  sectors like crude oil, elec-
tricity, steel and cement, ac-
cording to the official data re-
leased Wednesday.

The core sector (coal, crude oil,
natural gas, refinery products,
fertiliser, steel, cement and elec-
tricity) growth in November was
7.9 per cent.

It was 8.3 per cent in December
2022. The last low was recorded
at 0.9 per cent in October 2022.

The growth of  eight sectors
was flat at 8.1 per cent year-on-
year in the April-December
2023-24.

The growth rate in the pro-
duction of  coal, refinery products,
fertiliser, steel, cement and elec-
tricity decelerated during
December 2023.

Only natural gas output rose
by 6.6 per cent during the month
under review from 2.6 per cent
in December 2022.

These numbers assume sig-
nificance as the eight core sec-
tors contribute 40.27 per cent to
the  Index of  Industrial
Production (IIP).

Crude oil output dipped by 1
per cent in December last year.

The growth rate in the pro-
duction of  electricity, steel and
cement slowed to 0.6 per cent,
5.9 per cent and 1.3 per cent
in December 2023 against 10.4
per cent, 12.3 per cent and 9.5
per  cent ,  respectively,  in
December 2022.

A d i t i  N aya r,  C h i e f
Economist, Head - Research &
Outreach, Icra Ltd, said the
core sector expansion halved to
a 14-month low.

Following the tepid core sec-
tor growth in December 2023,
we project the IIP (Index of
Industrial Production) expan-
sion for that month at a bleak 1-
3 per cent, she said.

Core sector growth
slides to 14-month
low of 3.8 pc in Dec

The growth rate in the
production of coal, 

refinery products, fertiliser,
steel, cement and 

electricity decelerated 
during Dec 2023
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New Delhi, Jan 31: State-owned
National Highways Authority
of  India (NHAI) Wednesday ex-
tended the KYC compliance dead-
line for FASTags till February 29.

On January 15, the NHAI said
FASTags with valid balances
but incomplete KYC will get 
deactivated by banks post-
January 31, 2024. “Attention
#FASTag users! The deadline 
for #OneVehicleOneFASTag 
initiative and completing KYC 
updation for your latest FASTag
has been extended till February 29,
2024,” NHAI said in a post on X.

To enhance the efficiency of
the electronic toll collection sys-
tem and provide seamless move-
ment at toll plazas, the author-
ity has taken the ‘One Vehicle,
One FASTag’ initiative that aims
to discourage the use of  single
FASTag for multiple vehicles or
linking multiple FASTags to a
particular vehicle, NHAI had
said earlier this month.

“Only 7 lakh multiple FASTags
have been closed out of  1.27 crore.
Hence, we are proceeding with ex-
tending the deadline by another
one month,” an official told PTI
on the condition of  anonymity.
The state-owned agency also
said it is encouraging FASTag
users to complete the ‘Know
Your Customer’ (KYC) process of
their latest FASTag by updating
KYC as per RBI guidelines.

With a penetration rate of  
around 98 per cent and over 8 crore
users, FASTag has revolutionised
the electronic toll collection sys-
tem in the country. FASTag 
employs Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) technology
for making toll payments directly
from the prepaid or savings account
linked to it or directly toll owner.
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New Delhi, Jan 31: A day
ahead of  the interim Budget,
India has slashed the import
duty on spare parts, like bat-
tery cover, lens and SIM socket,
used in mobile phone manu-
facturing to 10 per cent, from
15 per cent.

The duty cut is aimed at boost-
ing local production and ex-
ports, as well as reducing prices
in local markets.

T h e  F i n a n c e  M i n i s t r y
January 30 notified the cut in
duty on all goods for use in
manufacture of  cellular mo-
bile phones to 10 per cent.

The other components in-
clude battery cover, front, mid-
dle and back cover of  phone,
main lens, screw, SIM socket, or
other mechanical items.

Telecom Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw in a post on X said the
duty rationalisation would
strengthen the mobile phone
manufacturing ecosystem
through this measure.

Rationalisation of  customs
duties brings much-needed cer-
tainty and clarity for the in-
dustry, Vaishnaw said.

G T R I  C o  Fo u n d e r  A j ay
Srivastava said the duty cut

will have no impact on im-
proving export competitiveness
of  mobile phones made in India
as all inputs, parts, and com-
ponents used in the making of
mobile phones for exports can
already be imported at zero
duty under various govern-
ment  schemes l ike  SEZ,
Advance authorisation. Firms
like Apple use these schemes.

The government should
watch out if  the benefits of
duty cuts are passed to do-
mestic mobile phone buyers
t h r o u g h  p r i c e  c u t s ,
Srivastava said.

The Indian Cellular and

Electronics Association (ICEA)
Chairman Pankaj Mohindroo
said this is a critical policy
intervention by the government
towards making mobile man-
ufacturing competitive in India.

Electronics have improved
from the 9th position a few years
ago to India’s 5th largest ex-
port in 2024. Mobiles constitute
over 52 per cent of  electronics
e x p o r t s  t h a n k s  t o  t h e
Production-Linked Incentive
Scheme. This is the first in-
dustry to leapfrog out of  im-
port substitution to export-led
growth within the last 8 years,
Mohindroo said.

IMPORT DUTY ON MOBILE 
SPARE PARTS CUT TO 10 PC

Mkts settle nearly 1 pc 
higher ahead of Budget

BOB MD’s maiden visit to Odisha

FASTags KYC deadline
extended till Feb 29

GST collections rise
to 2nd highest-ever
at `1.72 L-cr in Jan
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 31: Goods and
Services Tax (GST) collections
jumped 10.4 per cent to over ̀ 1.72
lakh crore in January, the Finance
Ministry said Wednesday.

This is the second-highest
monthly collection ever and
marks the third month in this
financial year with a collection
of  `1.70 lakh crore or more.

The gross GST revenue col-
lected in the month of  January
2024 (till 0500 PM of  31.01.2024)
is ̀ 1,72,129 crore, which shows a
10.4 per cent y-o-y growth over
the revenue of  ̀ 1,55,922 crore col-
lected in January 2023 (till 0500 PM
of  31.01.2023), the ministry said. 

During the April 2023-January
2024 period, cumulative gross
GST collection witnessed 11.6
per cent year-on-year growth (till
0500 PM of  31.01.2024), reaching
`16.69 lakh crore against Rs 14.96
lakh crore collected in the same
period of  the previous year(April
2022-January 2023).

The highest-ever monthly GST
collection was recorded in April
2023 at `1.87 lakh crore.
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Visakhapatnam, Jan 31: The
likes of  Shubman Gill and
Shreyas Iyer deserve patience
amid their current poor run,
said India batting coach Vikram
Rathour Wednesday, urging his
wards to tackle England’s ag-
gression with intelligence in the
second Test here.

The Indians lost the opening
Test in Hyderabad by 28 runs
despite having a 190-run first
innings lead. England managed
to shock the home favourites
with their ‘Bazball’ approach
with Ollie Pope scoring a match-
winning 196. The second Test

starts here Friday.
“There are young batters in

our team who have not played
much Test cricket. So, we need
to be a bit patient with them.
Batters like (Shubman) Gill,
(Yashasvi) Jaiswal and (Shreyas)
Iyer will eventually start get-
ting big runs, I’m sure of  it,”
Rathour said at a press confer-
ence here.

Although Jaiswal played a
knock of  80 in the first innings
of  his fifth Test, Gill and Iyer
failed to fire, continuing their
struggles in the format. While
Gill has played 21 Tests, Iyer has
appeared in 13 five-day games.

Gill hasn’t scored a 50 in his

last nine Test innings. Iyer has
been similarly off-colour. Rathour
said he expects better application
from the side’s batters in sec-
ond Test where the home team
will once again miss the services
of  the redoubtable Virat Kohli.

“There’s a difference between
playing with intent and play-
ing attacking cricket. I want
them to play with intent. If  there
is the opportunity to score some
runs, they should take it,”
Rathour said.

“They need to decide by look-
ing at the surface and condi-
tions. So, the batters need to
possess that intelligence as to
which is the best or safest shot

on the surface,” he explained.
Rathour felt India’s batting

performance in the second in-
nings of  the Hyderabad Test
probably lacked discipline.
“Could they have batted with
more discipline? Maybe they
could have. That’s what they
need to decide and come up with
their plans,” he observed.

“But, they need to score runs
by playing their shots, as you
need to back your strengths.
Batting is always about scoring
runs. It’s not about not getting
out but how many runs you put
on the board,” he said.

England used the sweep shot
quite well to blunt the effec-

tiveness of  Indian spinners but
Rathour said it’s not a stroke
that can be added overnight to
a player’s repertoire.

“You need to be prepared for
that by practising it. If  you add
more shots to your game, it’s
always beneficial. We played
traditionally. The strength of
strong areas is going straight
when it comes to using our feet.

“We can keep doing that, and
of  course, if  we can add more
shots and score through the
square of  the wicket, that’s al-
ways an addition,” he said.

Rathour also heaped praise
on the English batters for play-
ing brave cricket, especially
Pope, effectively taking the game
away from Rohit Sharma’s men.
However, he maintained that
England’s strong showing has
not put his team under any ad-
ditional pressure.

“They (England) were brave.
They took their chances, which
worked for them. The kind of
innings Pope played was ex-
ceptional. I haven’t seen too
many playing such a knock
against our bowling attack,” he
said.

“I don’t think (there’s any
pressure). We are expected to
win while playing in India, and
the boys are used to that by now.
The message to them from the
support staff  is to play good
cricket and not bother about re-
sults too much. The other teams
also come well-prepared. Since
we have won Test matches in
Australia, England and South
Africa, we also expect them to
win a Test in India.”

Gill, Iyer ‘deserve’ patience Bumrah in ‘better shape’ 
despite Shami’s absence
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Islamabad, Jan 31: Aisam ul-
Haq Qureshi, Pakistan’s most
successful tennis player, does
not play singles on the ATP Tour,
but when national duty demands
it, he willingly takes up the re-
sponsibility, and the Indian team
might have to contend with him
on the opening day of  the Davis
Cup World Group I tie, starting
Saturday.     

The opening day of  the tie
will feature in two singles, and
Aisam could play in one of  those
against either Ramkumar
Ramanathan or N Sriram Balaji,
who will most likely play on
Saturday.      

Aisam, 43, had even played
against Indonesia in the home
grass court tie in September

2023. He also did the singles duty
against Lithuania (2022), Japan
(2021) and Slovenia (2020).     

“I have always considered my-
self  to play singles, but I don’t do
it every single time. I am prepar-
ing for everything, singles and
doubles, and the same goes for
everyone in the team. We will see.
We have one more day of  train-
ing,” Aisam told PTI. 

Aisam has 41-22 win-loss
record in singles in 48 matches
he has played in 44 nominations.
Former Davis Cup captain
Hameed ul Haq also reckons
that if  Aisam and veteran Aqeel
Khan play the singles, the tie
won’t be a lop-sided affair.   

“We have got some good re-
sults on grass but the Indian
team is also very good on this sur-
face. They know what is required.
I feel India have better chances
to win this tie but since Pakistan
has two very experienced play-
ers in Aqeel Khan and Aisam
ul haq Qureshi, if  they play sin-
gles then the contest will be
tight,” he said.      

For the second consecutive
day, persistent drizzle disrupted
Pakistan Davis Cup team’s prac-
tice session, while the Indians
were also forced to stay indoors
Wednesday.     

Tuesday also, when the Indian
team was nearing the end of  its
three-hour session, heavens
opened up, forcing an early clo-
sure of  their session. Aisam said
not getting to hit for two days in
a row, indeed affects the prepa-
rations. 

Srikanth advances
Bangkok: Indian shuttler
Kidambi Srikanth opened his
campaign at the Thailand
Masters badminton
tournament with a straight
game win over Chinese
Taipei’s Wang Tzu Wei here
Wednesday. He toiled hard to
get the better of Wang 22-20,
21-19. He will take on
compatriot Mithun Manjunath
who defeated Hong Kong’s
Jason Gunawan 21-17, 21-8. S
Sankar Muthusamy
Subramanian also started his
campaign with a 21-14, 21-17
straight game win over Leong
Jun Hao of Malaysia. While
Ashmita Chaliha defeated
Wong Ling Ching 21-10, 21-16,
Malvika Bansod got the better
of Peru’s Ines Lucia Castillo
Salazar 22-20, 21-8. Sameer
Verma made a first round exit,
going down to Hong Kong's
Angus Ng Ka Long 14-21 18-21
while Kiran George retired
after trailing 17-21 in his round
of 32 match against China’s
Lei Lan Xi.

India finish fifth
Muscat: The Indian team
clinched an exciting 6-4
triumph over Egypt to finish
fifth at the FIH Hockey5s Men’s
World Cup here Wednesday.
Goals for India were scored by
Mohammed Raheel (eighth
minute), Pawan Rajbhar
(ninth), Maninder Singh (10th,
23rd), Mandeep Mor (11th),
and Uttam Singh (13th), while
for Egypt captain Amr Sayed
(14th, 19th), Mostafa Ragab
(23rd), and Karim Atef (24th)
found the back of the net for
their team. India dominated
from the outset, with Raheel,
Pawan, Maninder, Mandeep
and Uttam Singh gave India 5-
0 lead. Sayed pulled one back
before Maninder restored the
advantage. Egypt netted twice
to reduce the deficit.

Shah’s hat-trick 
New Delhi: BCCI secretary
Jay Shah was Wednesday
appointed as the president
of the Asian Cricket Council
for a third consecutive term.
Shah’s extension was
proposed by the Sri Lanka
Cricket president Shammi
Silva for the second time
and the nomination was
unanimously backed by all
the members of the ACC at
its annual general meeting
in Bali. Shah initially
assumed the role in January
2021, succeeding
Bangladesh Cricket Board
President Nazmul Hassan.
Under Shah’s leadership,
the ACC successfully
organised the Asia Cup in
T20 format in 2022 and in
ODI format in 2023. 

SHORT TAKES Aisam drops hints of
playing singles vs India 
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Islamabad, Jan 31: For Hameed
ul Haq, meeting India captain
and coach Zeeshan Ali  in
Islamabad was like reuniting
with his separated brother.

More than 36 years have
p a s s e d  s i n c e  h e  v i s i t e d
Bangalore but the for mer
Pakistan Davis Cup captain
v iv i d ly  re m e m b e r s  h ow
Zeeshan’s father, the late Akhtar
Ali, would take care of  the
Pakistan players.  

He still remembers how he
made the mistake of  entering
Trivandrum without a valid
visa and was sent back by a DIG
without causing any discom-
fort to him. 

Hameed, now 62-year-old, still
remembers the generous act of
Indian player Srinivasan
Vasudevan who took him home
when he was struggling to find
accommodation in Bangalore
in 1987 when he had gone to the
city to compete in a satellite
tournament. He still remem-
bers that Delhi food was as spicy

as he would get in Karachi.
Hameed, honoured with the

Pride of  Performance (a title
in Pakistan) in 2000, is gushing
about the fact that an Indian
team has come to Pakistan for
playing tennis.

“Now that I am meeting the
Indian contingent here in
Islamabad, it feels like I have met
my own brothers, who got sep-
arated. Coach Zeeshan Ali is a

very good friend of  mine. His fa-
ther Akhtar Ali also used to
help us a lot. He was like our fa-
ther and coach, he was helping
the Pakistanis a lot,” Hameed
told PTI in an interview.

“During the Asian Cup in
Dubai, I had lost the semifinal
to Zeeshan. In Lahore also I met
him. I knew he is coming, I was
waiting with excitement for
him. I want to take him home

and help him see the city, but you
know, it is not possible in cur-
rent circumstances.”

In India and Pakistan, appli-
cants get city-specific visa be-
cause of  the diplomatic tension
between the two countries.
Hameed, who played Davis Cup
between 1984 and 1997, had trav-
elled to Delhi for the Asian
Games in 1982, and fondly shared
memories of  those days.

“I don’t feel I am in a foreign
land when I go to India. India is
like Pakistan. The language,
the food, the attires, everything
is similar. In 1987, I played
Satel l i te  tour naments  in
B o m b ay,  B a n g a l o re  a n d
Trivandrum. I was facing prob-
lems in getting an accommo-
d at i o n ,  a n d  I n d i a  p l aye r
Vasusevan learnt about it and
took me to his home.

“There was a security con-
cern, but Vasudevan said he
did not care and took me home.
I felt like I am staying at my
own home. Whenever there was
an issue, someone would stand
up and find a solution for us.”

Hameed also shared how he
was helped by a concerned
Indian when he got carried away
and dared to meet his uncle
without a valid visa.

Hameed’s father, Siraj ul Haq,
was one of  the finest tennis
players in undivided India. He
also played hockey. During World
War II, for war fund-raising a
championship was organised
between the amateur and pro-
fessional players. Siraj was the
best professional player at that
time and Ghaus Mohammad
was the best amateur.

Hameed overjoyed after meeting Zeeshan
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New Delhi, Jan 31: Jasprit
Bumrah’s workload might have
increased in Mohammed Shami’s
absence but India’s pace spear-
head is in a much better shape
right now in terms of  fitness to
handle the rigours of  Test cricket,
feels former all-rounder Irfan
Pathan.

Bumrah, who had a lower back
stress fracture in 2022, under-
went a surgery in New Zealand
and was out of  competitive
cricket for a period of  11 months.
He returned during Ireland T20I
series in August last year and has
remained injury free since then. 

But the absence of  Shami,
who is out with a left ankle in-
jury since his stellar performance
in last year’s ODI World Cup,
has definitely put extra pres-
sure on Bumrah, who is lead-
ing India’s attack against
England in the ongoing five-
match Test series.

“Obviously, Shami’s absence
does have an effect but that does
not mean chances of  injury will
increase for Bumrah. His action
is absolutely perfect now,” Pathan

told PTI TV. 
Since his return Bumrah has

increased his run-up by a step
and also a bigger follow through
which puts less load on the back
because of  his slinging action.
Pathan said there is definitely
extra pressure on Bumrah in
Shami’s absence as the duo share
a healthy bowling partnership. 

“When there is pressure from
both sides, whether it is Shami
taking wickets from one side or
Bumrah working quietly from
one side. Bumrah is taking wick-
ets and Shami is working quietly,
their partnership not only re-
duces the pressure on each other
but also augurs well for the
team,” the cricketer-turned-com-
mentator said.

Pathan is in awe of  Bumrah’s
dedication and attitude towards
the traditional format of  the
game. “I have been a big fan of
Jasprit Bumrah’s attitude, es-
pecially in Test cricket, the way
he has given priority to Test
cricket despite injuries,” he said.
“Even if  he gets injured, I will
salute him because he is trying
his best. We all have to always
keep this in mind.”
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Adelaide, Jan 31: Asian Games
bronze medallist Vishnu Saravanan
became the first Indian sailor to
qualify for successive Olympics
as he made the cut at the World
Championships here Wednesday.

A Subedar from the Mumbai-
based Army Yachting Node, the
24-year-old secured qualification
for the upcoming Paris Games by
finishing 26th out of  152 partic-
ipants in ILCA-7. He thus be-
comes the first Indian sailor to
make the cut for Paris 2024.

Vishnu secured the top rank
among Asian countries, sur-
passing gold medallists from
Singapore in the Asian Games
and medal winners from Hong
Kong and Thailand in the
Continental Qualifiers.

Vishnu concluded the compe-
tition with an overall score of

174. Following the standard rule,
his least score of  49 in a race was
subtracted, resulting in a net
score of  125. The weather condi-
tion was windy and at its chal-
lenging best at the Adelaide Sailing
Club, taking a toll on the sailors.

So gruelling has been the race
that Vishnu’s fingers have be-
come “numb” and “legs are de-
stroyed”. “I can’t even hold my
phone now, fingers have become
numb, legs are destroyed. But
it’s all worth it. You get to go to
Olympics,” Vishnu told PTI.

Vishnu’s sail on for
2024 Paris OlympicsASSOCIATED PRESS

London, Jan 31: With one team
scoring after just 18 seconds and
another after 21 seconds, the
English Premier League (EPL)
made an explosive retur n
Tuesday following the competi-
tion’s short winter break.

Arsenal left it much later for
their goals in a win that kept
the pressure on Liverpool at the
top. Just when it looked like
being another frustrating match
for Arsenal’s often-profligate at-
tack, Gabriel Jesus and Bukayo
Saka scored in the second half  to
help the team beat Nottingham
Forest 2-1, jump into second place
and trim the gap to first-placed
Liverpool to two points. Arsenal
might be able to maintain a title
push heading into the final
months of  the campaign.

Aston Villa have been the big
surprise this season but a 1-3
loss at home to Newcastle slowed
their bid for a finish in the
Champions League places, with

Unai Emery’s team staying in
fourth place.

There were five games in total
and 16 goals scored, three of
them coming for Luton striker
Elijah Adebayo in a 4-0 thrash-
ing of  Brighton that lifted his
team out of  the relegation zone.

Adebayo’s first came after just
18 seconds and it was barely the
quickest of  the night, with Ben
Brereton Diaz scoring after 21 sec-
onds for Sheffield United in their
2-3 loss at Crystal Palace. Fulham
and Everton drew 0-0 in the other
match on the opening night of  the

league’s midweek round.

JESUS INSPIRES ARSENAL
Jesus has been criticised by

some for not being the clinical
finisher Arsenal might need to
end their 20-year wait for a
Premier League title. The Brazil
striker was enduring another
frustrating match, heading over
in the first half  and smashing a
shot against the post just after
the restart, before being the in-
spiration behind the win.

In the 65th, he received a throw-
in from Oleksandr Zinchenko,
drove toward goal at an acute
angle and sent in a shot that de-
flected into the net off  the heel
of  Forest goalkeeper Matt Turner
— a former Arsenal player.

Jesus then turned provider
as he led a counterattack and
passed the ball across to Saka,
who took a touch and shot right-
footed into the bottom corner
from just inside the area in the
72nd. Substitute Taiwo Awoniyi
scored in the 89th for Forest.

Arsenal move to 2nd in EPL standings

Gabriel Jesus reacts after Arsenal’s victory overNottingham Forest, Tuesday


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


