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Mumbai:
Known for
her intense,
rooted char-
acters  on
screen, actress
Taapsee Pannu
recently drew a
lot of  attention on
social media after she
posted a video of  her in a
swimsuit and had netizens
talking about her never-
seen-before avatar.

Talking
about it,

she

says,
“I’m

not the
type to

flaunt every-
thing blatantly. My ap-
proach isn’t just about wear-
ing revealing outfits and
striking poses. There’s al-
ways a playful aspect to my
style. In the mentioned
video, I sport a black swim-
suit with a funky orange
jacket, showcasing my fun
side. My appeal isn’t solely
about attire, it’s about the
charisma I  exude.
Confidence ensures taste-
ful, not sleazy, imagery.”

Ask her if  she wants to
explore a glamorous role on
screen, and she says, “I
would love to explore glam-
orous roles. But it depends
on a director who has a vi-
sion that goes beyond the
conventional. I always
thank David Sir (David

Dhawan), who en-
trusted me with di-
verse roles. He had
launched me in
Chashme Baddoor,
where he didn’t
make me look
glam. While my
past  may not
scream glamour,
he envisioned
my potential in
Judwaa 2 .  I t
took a director
in him to visu-
alise that I could
pull  i t  o f f .  I
await a direc-
tor’s innovative
casting for a re-

freshing on-
screen transfor-

mation.” AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actress Huma Qureshi
recently shed light on the persist-

ent issue of  pay disparity in
the industry, emphasising the

n e e d  fo r  s y s t e m i c
ch a n g e.  T h e

Maharani ac-
t re s s  e x -

pressed
her desire
for equal
p ay  a n d
discussed
the preva-
lent biases
that hin-
der female
actors
from re -
ceiving
their due
in the in-

dustry.
In an in-

terview,
H u m a ,  wh o

showcased her
dance prowess
in Gangubai
Kathiawadi,
reflected on
the conven-
t i o n a l  p ay
structure in
showbiz,
where male
actors often
re c e ive  a
larger share
of  earnings
despite
shorter
screen time.
Addressing
the inequal-
ity, she stated

that unfortunately, despite the same
level of  stardom, women in the in-
dustry are not paid as much as
men. According to her, one of  the
reasons behind the same is that
people believe movies generally re-
volve around the protagonist, so
the male star must be paid more.

The actor-producer, who has
graced the silver screen with im-
pactful performances in films like
Gangs of  Wasseypur and Badlapur,
emphasised the need for a deeper
transformation at the corporate
and studio levels. Even as a pro-
ducer, she acknowledged the sys-
temic bias that allocates a bigger
budget to male stars, perpetuating
the gender pay gap.

Beyond pay, Qureshi highlighted
the disparities in infrastructure
provided
t o  f e -
male
ac-
tors,
from

rooms
to van-
ity vans,
revealing the
pervasive gender-
based discrepan-
cies. She also voiced
her concerns about
the industry’s per-
ception of  women
as replaceable, con-
tributing to the pre-
vailing pay and treat-
ment 
disparities. 

AGENCIES

Mumbai: Megastar Amitabh
Bachchan has completed a ‘won-
drous’ 55 years in the world of
Hindi cinema and to celebrate,
he has given himself  an AI spin.

It was in 1969, when the cine
icon stepped into the world of
showbiz with Saat Hindustani
and since then he has capti-
vated the audience with his im-

peccable perfor mances on
screen.

Amitabh took to X (formerly
Twitter), where he dropped two
AI images of  himself. The first
picture has a camera lens in
place of  his spectacle lens. The
second photo has a colourful
camera reel like streamers with
faces and eyes made on it. “T

4924 - 55 years in the wondrous
world of  Cinema... and AI, gives
me its interpretation... a pres-
entation by Ef  B... self  made,”
he wrote on Twitter.

Even though he started his
a c t i n g  c a r e e r  w i t h  S a a t
Hindustani, he had first began
his journey as a voice narrator
in Bhuvan Shome starring
Utpal Dutt in 1969 by Mrinal
Sen. The octogenarian in the
70s gained the spotlight with
films such as Anand, Zanjeer,
Roti Kapada Aur Makaan,
Deewaar and Sholay. He was
even given the tag of  the ‘angry
young man’.

Then in the 80s, he attained
more stardom with his work in
films such as Amar Akbar
Anthony, Don, Namak Halaal,
Coolie, Mili, Chupke Chupke,
K a b h i  K a b h i e ,  S i l s i l a ,
Shahenshah and Agneepath.
In the 2000s, he was seen in
blockbusters such as Baghban,
Mohabbatein, Kabhi Khushi
Kabhie Gham…, Sarkar, Pink
and Piku. 

The star has even worked
in Hollywood film The Great
Gatsby in 2013.

Big B is now gearing up
for the release of  the sci-fi
thriller Kalki 2898 AD. IANS

MIRREN: NO POINT GETTING
UPSET OVER AWARDS SNUBS

leisure
Veteran actress Helen Mirren said that there is
no point in being ‘upset’ at a lack of awards
nominations. The actress found it disheartening
when Margot Robbie and Greta Gerwig failed to
be recognised in the Academy Awards shortlists
for their work on Barbie.

Actor Bradley Cooper meditates in freezing
temperatures as soon as he wakes up as it helps him
stay focused. “James Nachtwey (a photographer) asked
me if there are any rituals I do to prepare for a role. I
mentioned that I do cold plunge every morning when I
get up,” Cooper told The New York Times.
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AQUARIUS
Are you facing a roadblock
in your path? Make a minor
change in your route, you
will find a smooth and clear road once
again, advises Ganesha. The efforts you
have made in the past will come to
fruition, today. Don't get satisfied with
your current achievements, you still
have a long way to keep working hard.

PISCES
Do not commit yourself to
any large investments today.
It is best to avoid speculative
activities. For those who have a job, the co-
operation of your colleagues will help you
progress, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
The cloud of worries is likely
to keep you gloomy today.
Try to burst that cloud, and
take a decision that would help you to
solve your troubles. There may be some
delay, if you want the situation to get
back to normal. However, as Ganesha
says, you would be the one who would
benefit at the end of the day!

LIBRA
Ganesha says that you will
be busy in your work field
today and will be able to
attain your goals in your work field today.
Your level of enthusiasm will be at its
peak. Today you may be able to meet with
a person from the opposite sex who will
be your future partner. Ganesha showers
you with his blessings always.

SCORPIO
You are a visionary and
today you work towards
building a successful future.
But, expecting an instant result would be
unfair. You need to have patience to bring
in those dynamic changes in your life.
Wait and watch, the patience would reap
sweet fruits!

LEO
You will relentlessly try to
find means to progress at
the workplace today. You
will remain steadfast in your resolutions.
You will not allow those working under
you to slack. You will need to let go of
your inhibitions and fears to be happy in
life. You will receive the benifice of highly
placed superiors, says Ganesha.

VIRGO
Confidently take on the
challenges that in all likeli-
hood will test your business
abilities, especially the ones that are
related to your investments and mone-
tary matters. You will most probably
come up with novel ideas to solve long-
pending issues, and Ganesha says that
this will be very effective.

GEMINI
You will find yourself caught
in two minds repeatedly,
owing to your unpredictable
mood swings. This will be the cause of a lot
of mental stress. You can reduce your anxi-
ety by talking out your issues with family
members and experts. You need to take
care of your health today, says Ganesha.

CANCER
A day to indulge in fantasy.
Your ideas will be fantastic.
Your status and prestige go
up. People will praise your efforts. (Your
efforts will be appreciated). A day of cre-
ativity and success, with Ganesha's
blessings in tow.

ARIES
Today, you will crave total
freedom in whatever you
are doing, says Ganesha.
And sheer entertainment is on the cards
for teenyboppers, like mall-hopping or
going for a film. The kids will demand a
Jumbo Berry ice cone. All in all, it will be a
family day for you.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Your unfailing punctuality,
your insistence on following
time schedules is due to be
noticed and appreciated today. Your col-
leagues and superiors will be singing
praises as soon as you arrive for work. If
you are in an artistic or a creative pro-
fession, such as designing, journalism,
multi media, you have a remarkably
eventful and gratifying day ahead. 

CAPRICORN
You want to enhance your
knowledge by exploring for-
eign shores, but luck hasn't
favoured you yet. Ganesha predicts today
to be a favourable day for you to try again
for higher studies. If associated with the
Stock Market or speculation, you are like-
ly to make profits. You will come across
many opportunities, but you need to iden-
tify and explore them to the fullest.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

COLD BATHS HELP ME 
STAY FOCUSED: COOPER

55 Years in Cinema: Big B’s AI Tribute 
Amitabh gained the spotlight with films such

as ‘Anand’, ‘Zanjeer’, ‘Roti Kapada Aur
Makaan’, ‘Deewaar’ and ‘Sholay’ and was

even given the tag of the ‘angry young man’

DANGAL FAME
SUHANI PASSES
AWAY AT 19
Mumbai: Actress Suhani
Bhatnagar, known for her
role in Dangal as the young
version of  Babita Phogat,
tragically passed away at
the age of  19 Saturday
morning. It’s been stated
that the young actress had
been battling illness for
some time and was un-
dergoing treatment at the
All  India Institute of
Medical Science (AIIMS),
New Delhi. Her final rites
are scheduled to take place
at the Ajronda cremato-
rium in  Sector  15 ,
Faridabad.

According to media
sources, she was admitted
to the hospital due to a re-
action caused by medica-
tion. She had been receiv-
ing treatment for fluid
accumulation in her body
for a considerable period
of  time.  AGENCIES

Huma bats 
for pay parity 

Taapsee longs 
for glamorous 

role



Income boost 
Odisha farmers can augment
their income through better value
addition and marketing of their
dairy products

DOWNTOWN | P2

Pak political turmoil
A senior Pakistani bureaucrat alleges
that the chief election commissioner
and the chief justice were involved in
poll-rigging in the recent election

INTERNATIONAL | P8

Jaiswal gives India edge
Yashasvi Jaiswal’s century helps
India extend their lead over England
to 322 in the 3rd Test after home
team bowlers’ impressive show

SPORTS | BACK PAGE

Keeping AI at bay
A group of 20 tech companies signs
pact to work together to prevent
deceptive AI content from
interfering with elections globally

BUSINESS | P9
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Now that you’ve inducted into your
party all those you called corrupt, the
opposition looks more honest than you

WEATHER

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

BBSR CTC

34.2° 32.8°
20.5° 19.0°
90% 86%
Nil Nil

FORECAST

CLEAR SKY

AGENCIES

Cairo, Feb 17: A Panamanian-
flagged tanker carrying crude oil
bound for Paradip, Odisha (India)
was struck with a missile in the
Red Sea, according to a US State
Department report.

The missile launched from
Yemen hit the M/T Pollux on
its port side, it said.

Earlier, the United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Operations
(UKMTO) agency and British
maritime security firm Ambrey
said a Panama-flagged tanker
had reportedly been hit 72 nau-
tical miles (133 km) northwest of
the port of  Mokha, off  Yemen.

“The vessel reportedly sus-
tained minor damage. The crew
was reported safe and un-
harmed,” added Ambrey.

“This is yet another example
of  the lawless attacks on inter-
national shipping, which con-
tinue after numerous joint and
international statements call-
ing the Houthis to cease,” a State
Department spokesperson said.

M/T Pollux embarked from
Russia’s Black Sea port city of
Novorossiysk January 24 and was
due to discharge in Paradip, India,
Feb 28, according to LSEG data.
Indian Oil Company has a 300,000
barrels per day (bpd) oil refinery
at Paradip, Odisha. 

The ship is owned by Oceanfront
Maritime Co SA and managed by
Sea Trade Marine SA, according
to LSEG data. Representatives
from those firms did not imme-
diately respond to requests for
comment.

ISRO again skips ‘unlucky’ 13 

A STITCH IN TIME: Firemen douse a major fire that broke out at Sujan Chemoplast company, in Navi
Mumbai, Saturday PTI PHOTO

SHORT TAKES

Jnanpith for Gulzar, Rambhadracharya

Naveen lays stone for
`3K-cr textile facility

Paradip-bound oil
tanker hit by 
missile in Red Sea

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, Feb 17: The Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) has
done it again. It has skipped the num-
ber ‘13’ -- generally considered ‘un-
luck y’  - -  while  numbering i ts
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle (GSLV) rocket, which flew
Saturday evening with the weather
satellite INSAT-3DS.

The last flight of  the GSLV rocket was
May 29, 2023, and the rocket was co-
denamed ‘GSLV-F12’. Logically, the
next GSLV rocket should have been
numbered as ‘GSLV-F13’.

But it was not to be.
The GSLV rocket that flew Saturday

has been codenamed ‘GSLV-F14’.
Curiously, the same numbering

scheme was followed by the ISRO in the
case of  its other rocket called Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).

After sending up the rocket PSLV-
C12, ISRO jumped one number for its
next PSLV rocket and codenamed it
‘PSLV-C14’. Officials of  ISRO are still

unable to explain the absence of  the
rocket named PSLV-C13 from their
launch roster.

“There is no such rocket designated
with that number,” a high-ranking of-
ficial said while declining to comment
on whether the space agency consid-
ered the number 13 unlucky.

Curiously, following the failure of
Apollo-13 to land on the moon, the
American space agency NASA has
not named any other mission with
that number.

Recently, officials of  two space agen-
cies – India’s ISRO and the NASA of  the
US -- followed their respective traditions
-- at the send-off  ceremony of  NASA-
ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar

(NISAR) -- an Earth science satellite
being jointly built by them.

Outside  the  Jet  Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) in Souther n
California and in front of  a scale model
of  the NISAR satellite, NASA’s NISAR
Project Manager Phil Barela and ISRO’s
NISAR Project Director CV Shrikant
ceremonially broke fresh coconuts.

The breaking of  coconuts before an
important event is an auspicious tra-
dition in India to pave the way for the
smooth completion of  a task.

GSLV-F14 LIFTS-OFF
Sriharikota: A Geosynchronous Launch
Vehicle carrying a third generation mete-
orological satellite lifted-off from the
spaceport here Saturday. INSAT-3DS
satellite aims to augment the study of the
Earth’s surface and oceanic observations.
The 51.7-metre tall GSLV-F14, weighing
2,274 kg, would serve various depart-
ments under the Ministry of Earth
Sciences including the Indian
Meteorological Department, ISRO said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: Renowned
Urdu poet Gulzar and Sanskrit
scholar  Ja g adgur u
Rambhadracharya have been
named the recipients of  the 58th
Jnanpith Award, the Jnanpith se-
lection committee announced
Saturday. Gulzar is known for his
works in Hindi cinema and con-
sidered one of  the finest Urdu
poets of  this era. He has earlier

received Sahitya Akademi Award
for Urdu in 2002, Dadasaheb
Phalke Award in 2013, Padma
Bhushan in 2004, and at least

five National Film awards.
Rambhadracharya,  the

founder and head of  Tulsi Peeth
in Chitrakoot, is a renowned
Hindu spiritual leader, educa-
tor and writer of  more than 100
books. The committee said, “It
has been decided to give the
award (for 2023) to eminent writ-
ers from two languages: Sanskrit
l i t terateur  Ja g adgur u
Rambhadracharya and well
known Urdu litterateur Gulzar.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik Saturday laid the foun-
dation stone for the ̀ 3,000-crore Welspun
Group’s Integrated Textiles Manufacturing
Facility and Warehousing Complex at
Choudwar in Cuttack district. The pro-
posed complex is expected to create em-
ployment for over 10,000 people in and
around Choudwar region.

Speaking on the occasion, Patnaik said
once the complex comes up, Choudwar
will get back its glory of  being the tex-
tile hub of  Odisha. “Choudwar was de-
veloped as an industrial hub by former
Chief  Minister Biju Patnaik in the 1950s.

Today, once again, a new history has
been created in Choudwar,” added Patnaik.

The CM also informed that cotton farm-
ers in the districts of  Kalahandi, Bolangir,
Rayagada and Gajapati will benefit from the
complex, which will also provide employ-
ment opportunities to women. “Women
will be provided skill training,” he said.

Welspun Group chairman BK Goenka
said, “The dedication of  the CM and the
government of  Odisha in fostering an en-
vironment conducive to industrial growth
and development has been instrumental
in bringing our project to fruition. We want
to create a world-class textiles ecosys-
tem in Odisha and take forward the
legacy of  Biju Babu.”

2 MKCG students suspended
Berhampur: The authorities of MKCG Medical
College and Hospital here have suspended two
fourth-year MBBS students for two months for
allegedly ragging a junior, an official said,
Saturday. Based on the recommendation of the
anti-ragging committee, the college’s dean-
cum-principal, Santosh Mishra, confirmed the
suspensions of Stalin Mohapatra and Jyoti Rout.
Rudra Rout, a second-year student, filed a
complaint with the police against the duo
February 9.  

Woman gangraped

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar Saturday called
upon all Collectors and SPs of
Odisha to maintain ‘absolute
impartiality’, transparency, re-
main equally accessible to all
political parties and ensure a
level playing field for all dur-
ing the upcoming Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections in the
state.

An Election Commission of
India (ECI) team led by Kumar
concluded its three-day tour of
Odisha, Saturday.

During their stay, they held
meetings with Collectors, SPs,
and officials of  political par-
ties, enforcement agencies and
the state government.

Speaking to reporters, Kumar
said that instructions have been
issued to the Collectors and SPs
to ensure violence-free polls,
and keep strict vigil for vehi-
cles carrying cash.

“There will be three-tier se-
curity arrangements at district
EVM-VVPAT warehouses at all
times. All the EVMs will be
sealed properly and the details

of  votes cast at polling stations
will be informed to the polling
agents to maintain trans-
parency,” he said.

Further, candidates using
their own publications and TV
channels for campaigning will
be monitored and expenditure
borne will be added to election
expenses, he stated.

The agencies will keep a strict
vigil on illicit online cash trans-
fers through wallets while the
State Level Bankers Committee
(SLBC) will transfer cash during
designated hours in designated
vehicles only, according to
Kumar.

The tenure of  Lok Sabha will
end June 16 while the tenure of
state Assembly will end June
24. So, the elections to both Lok

Sabha and Odisha Vidhan Sabha
will be completed before that, he
said. Giving a detailed presen-
tation on the electoral roll of
Odisha, Kumar informed that a
total of  3.32 crore voters in-
cluding 1.68 crore men, 1.64 crore
women and 3,380 transgender
voters are eligible to exercise
their franchise in Odisha.

A total of  37,809 polling booths
will be set up in the state for the
elections, of  which 4,340 booths will
come up in urban areas and 33,469
in rural areas. Webcasting will
be done at 22,685 polling booths,
Kumar said, adding 156 check-
posts will be set up in 15 Odisha
districts sharing borders with
four other states.

Be impartial: CEC
to SPs, Collectors

‘Will abide by SC order’

Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar said the poll panel

will act in accordance with the
directives of the Supreme Court
regarding the electoral bonds
scheme. “In its affidavit to the top
court, the commission said it is in
favour of transparency and when
the order is issued, it will take
action as directed by the SC,”
Kumar added. 

Brahmagiri: A woman was allegedly gangraped by
two men of Gopinathpur village under Arakhakuda
Marine police station here late Friday night.
According to sources, two persons from
Arakhakuda village called the victim’s husband
who was inside his residence and launched a
murderous attack on him for unknown reasons.
Hearing the screams, his wife came to his rescue.
However, the duo allegedly raped her by taking
turns. Based on her complaint, police have
registered a case and arrested the accused.
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AFFIDAVIT
I, SAHANWAJ ALLI
KHAN, F/o- SHAAN-AL-
NAWAZ KHAN, Resident
of  Kurang Pradhan, At-
Raipur, Cuttack, P.O.-
Cuttack SadarThana,
Odisha-754001 are by this
affidavit No.-65AA396118
dtd.17.02.2024, That now
onwards I shall be known
as SAHANWAJ ALLI
KHAN for all future
purposes. Because my
name is wrongly mention
on my Son’s Passport.
That is SANAWAJ ALLI
KHAN.                                           

I, Kurma Rao, F/o- Sri K.
Sridhara Rao(50),
Vill/P.O.-Rambha, P.S.-
Rambha, Ganjam, Odisha
declared by this affidavit
No.-A/291, 17.02.2024, that
now onwards I shall be
known as K.Kurma Rao
for all future purposes.

Before the Executive
Magistrate, Bhadrak, I,
Jajati Kishore Mohapatra,
42 years, S/o. Gouranga
Mohapatra of   At/P.O.-
Rambhila, P.S.-
Bhadrak(R),   Dist.-
Bhadrak  declared that, I
the deponent is the father
guardian of  Geetanjali
Mohapatra. That,
Laxmipriya Mohapatra
and Geetanjali Mohapatra
is same and one person.

I, Sekhar Garg, R/o Near
North Check Gate, Sri
Jagannath Shopping
Complex, Rayagada,
Orissa - 765001, have
changed my name to
Shekhar Garg for all
future purposes.

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

It is imperative to combat the
dual burden of  smoking and
smokeless tobacco in India,

health experts and policymakers
contended on first day of  the
sixth National Conference on
Tobacco or Health being held in
the national capital Friday.

India faces an alarming toll of
over 1 million annual deaths at-
tributed to tobacco use.

The nation is also in an am-
bitious race against time to
achieve a tobacco-free status
by 2025.

“It is important to combat
the dual burden of  smoking
and smokeless tobacco, which
currently affects nearly 29 per
cent of  Indian adults,” said
Sutapa B Neogi, director of
International Institute of
Health Management Research
(IIHMR), Delhi.

She also emphasised the need

for collective action to drive im-
pactful change in tobacco control
policies and practices.

The three-day conference from
February 16-18 has been organ-
ised by the IIHMR in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of  Health

and Family
Welfare, and is
themed ‘Towards
Tobacco-Free India
- An Audacious Race
against Time,’ at the
India Habitat Centre in

New Delhi.
Atul Goel, Director General

of  Health Services (DGHS),
highlighted the critical role
of  multisectoral interven-
tion in navigating the coun-
try towards a healthier fu-
ture. He emphasised the need
for a concerted effort across

v a r i o u s  s e c t o r s  t o
tackle the deep-

rooted issue of
tobacco use

in society.
He also

underlined
that India's
position as
the  4th
largest

global pro-
ducer of  to-

bacco in 2021,
highlights the

magnitude of  the

challenge.
Early in January, the World

Health Organisation (WHO) in
a report stated that India is on
track to achieve a 30 per cent rel-
ative reduction in tobacco use
prevalence by 2025, relative to
2010. “India needs adaptive
strategies and legislative meas-
ures to counter the tobacco in-
dustry's relentless creativity
in introducing new products,”
said K Srinath Reddy, from
Population Health Foundation
of  India (PHFI).

Reddy also emphasised the
imperative need for collective
action to combat the parasitic and
water-intensive nature of  to-
bacco cultivation, advocating
for continued efforts to coun-
teract the industry’s influence on
health professionals and poli-
cymakers.

IANS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: The
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has summoned senior BJD
MLA (Bhandaripokhari) and
former minister Prafulla Samal
and his son over an alleged
money laundering case, sources
said Saturday.

The probe agency has issued
summons to Samal and his son
Prayaskanti in connection with
Barapada Engineering College
land irregularities, they added.

The father-son duo has been
asked to report before the ED
with all related documents. The
ED’s action comes two days after
raids were conducted at differ-
ent places linked to Samal.

“The ED has carried out search
operations at 10 locations in
Bhadrak and Bhubaneswar on
15.02.2024 under the provisions
of  PMLA, 2002 belonging to
Prayaskanti  Samal  (ex -

President) ,  Manoj  Kumar
Goswami (Secretary) and oth-
ers of  Barapada School of
Engineering and Technology
(BSET) society in the matter of
misappropriation of  society
money by forgery and cheating.
During the search operations,
various incriminating docu-
ments, digital devices, ̀ 9 lakh in
cash, undated cheques, land
a g reements  and a  Toyota

Fortuner car worth ̀ 40 lakh ap-
prox were recovered and seized,”
the ED posted on X Saturday.

Sources said the vehicle, how-
ever, is registered in the name of
Trishna Skyscraper Limited, a
construction company.

The raids were conducted at
six places in Bhadrak and four
in Bhubaneswar Thursday, in
connection with alleged financial
irregularities to the tune of  ̀ 20
crore in Bhadrak Institute of
Engineering and Technology
(BIET) at Barapada. 

Prayaskanti, who is the pres-

ident of  BIET, is accused of  swin-
dling the fees paid by students
and investing the money to buy
properties worth crores of  rupees
in Bhubaneswar and other places.

Meanwhile, some senior BJD
leaders, including the party’s
Bhadrak district in-charge
Sanjay Das Burma, Bhadrak
MP Manjulata Mandal and oth-
ers met Samal at his residence
in Bhadrak and discussed the
matter.

Reacting to ED’s action, the
Bhandaripokhari MLA said the
raids were nothing but a mali-
cious act.

“The raids are a conspiracy
against my client. We are trying
to contact ED officials but they
are neither seeing us nor issu-
ing any statement on the raid.
Prafulla Samal has been keep-
ing unwell and needs continu-
ous treatment. The ED officials
are harassing him,” Samal's
lawyer said.

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Farmers
of  Odisha can multiply their in-
come through better value ad-
dition and marketing of  their
dairy products, said experts dur-
ing a session on ‘enhancing
farmers income through dairy
development and value addi-
tion’ at the Matsya-Pranee
Samavesh Odisha, 2024 or-
ganised by Fisheries and
Animal Resources Development
department here, Saturday.

Empowering dairy commu-
nities and supporting farmers in
increasing their income were
the major thrust areas of  dis-
cussion. The panelists inter-
acted with the audience about
technical and business aspects
of  dairy development, value ad-
dition and marketing while en-

couraging them to take on dairy
entrepreneurship.

The panel featured technical
and business experts like Swapan
Sinha, head of  marketing, NDDB,
Umashankar Mahapatro of
Visaka Dairy, Andhra Pradesh,
Mamta Arya,  ULDB,
Uttarakhand and Manas Ranjan
Upadhaya, entrepreneur of  Khir
Ganga Dairy, Jharsuguda. 

“Agriculture is not limited to
only cultivation of  crops rather

it also includes animal hus-
bandry. Crop cultivation and an-
imal husbandry both are com-
plementary to each other and
sustainable continuity of  one
can’t be possible without an-
other,” said Sinha.

Dairy farming is an impor-
tant sector in Odisha. Day by
day the demand for processed
dairy products increases in the
state and hence there is a need
to create more entrepreneur-
ship in this sector, said Upadhaya.

The session was chaired by
Science and Technology joint
secretary Yeddula Vijay and
was moderated by Saroj Sahu,
GM of  SAMUL.  

More than 250 dairy farmers
from different districts of  the
state participated in the session.
A short quiz was also organised
for the in-house audience.

The probe agency has
issued summons to
Samal and his son
Prayaskanti in 
connection with
Barapada Engineering
College land irregularities

ED summons Samal in money laundering case

Dairy development can
boost farmers’ income

Must combat dual burden of smoking & smokeless tobacco

India needs
adaptive strategies and
legislative measures to

counter the tobacco
industry’s relentless

creativity in introducing
new products

K SRINATH REDDY | POPULATION
HEALTH FOUNDATION OF

INDIA

ILS Bhub observes
35th Foundation Day
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: The
Institute of  Life Sciences (ILS)
observed its 35th Foundation
Day here recently. 

Speaking on this occasion,
ILS, Bhubaneswar director
Debashis Dash expressed his
gratitude to all the stakehold-
ers who have been instrumental
in the institute’s success.

He highlighted the remark-
able progress made by ILS
Bhubaneswar in advancing sci-
entific knowledge, fostering in-
novation, and addressing societal
challenges through interdisci-
plinary research initiatives.

Joining as guest of  honour,
Aditya P Das, ex VC of  AIPH
University Bhubaneswar shared
the journey of  ILS under his
leadership and wished the in-
stitute greater success.

TALENT HONOURED: CMC Mayor Subhash Singh gives away Mukhyamantri Shiksha Puraskar to students at a district level felicitation programme 
organised at Tulasipur Odisha Police High School in Cuttack, Saturday  OP PHOTO

BASICS: Students learn Odissi at a workshop held at Ratnakar Bidyalaya by educational and cultural organisation
‘Sudha’ in Puri, Saturday OP PHOTO

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik Saturday
increased the monthly remuner-
ation of  cooks and helpers prepar-
ing mid-day meals in schools from
`1,400 to `2,000.

The decision will benefit 1.10
lakh cooks and helpers working
in 55,000 schools, a CMO release
said, adding ̀ 74 crore will be spent

annually in this regard.
The beneficiaries will get the

enhanced remuneration retro-
spectively from October 2023.

Patnaik also announced that
an ex-gratia of  `1lakh will be
given to the next of  kin of  the
cooks and helpers in case of
their death during job tenure.

Patnaik also approved a pro-
posal to increase the assistance
towards the annual contingent

expenditure of  Krushak Sathis,
appointed in all the Gram
Panchayats to make farmers
aware of  government schemes
and modern farm technologies.

The government increased the
assistance towards the annual
conting ent  expenditure  o f
Krushak Sathis from `12,000 to
`18,000, a CMO release said, adding
that around 13,600 Krushak Sathis
will be benefited.

REMUNERATION HIKE FOR MDM COOKS, ASSISTANTS

BMC presents `1,027-cr
Budget for FY 2024-25

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17:
Surpassing previous records,
the Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) Saturday
rolled out a Budget alloca-
tion of  `1,027 crore for 2024-
25 fiscal, exceeding limits of
`1,000 crore threshold for the
very first time. 

The allocation marks a 48 per
cent increase from the previous
year’s (FY 2024-24) allocation of
`690 crore.

In his address at the BMC
headquarters, Commissioner
Vijay Amruta Kulange stated
the projected revenue has been
fixed at ̀ 581.28 crore, with a cap-
ital income of  `300 crore. The
funds, meanwhile, would get a
government allocation of  `125
crore (from the Housing and
Urban Development department)
and `60 crore from Mukta
Scheme. Moreover, he claimed

that the grant towards drain and
pond renovation would stand at
`50 crore each.

The maximum allocation
of  ̀ 113 crore in the Budget has
been earmarked for the am-
bitious Ekamra Yojana
(Ekamra Project), followed
by the city’s garbage and
waste management (`111.19
crore), and `105.96 crore for
overall city management.

In her address, BMC Mayor
Sulochana Das highlighted that
the civic body has planned to
set up 10 new Kalyan Mandaps
and four wellness centers within
the city limits. The initiative
would provide enhanced benefits
to denizens who otherwise face
challenges in arranging a budget-
friendly hotel for weddings, cer-
emonies and gatherings. 

In an effort to tackle the cri-
sis of  waterlogging in low-lying
areas of  the city, the BMC has also
proposed to procure additional

pump sets. 
Despite the initial draft es-

timate of  `1492.50 crore, the
complete budget proposes
`1514.45 crore for expenditure,
ensuring a balanced approach
to city improvement, a state-
ment by BMC stated.

The meeting also marked the
presence of  Standing Committee
Chair person Preetinanda
Routray,  Addit ional
Commissioner Subhendu Sahu
and other officials.

HIGHLIGHTS
n `105.96 crore for overall city

management

n `111.19 crore for garbage and
waste management

n `113 crore for the Ekamra
Yojana

n `50 crore for land acquisition

n `97.72 crore for paver block
road construction

n `91.47 crore for drain con-
struction and development

n `21 crore for construction of
Ward Offices

n `25.51 crore for road beautifi-
cation and purchasing new
vehicles



disha government’s am-
bi t ious  Locat ion
Accessible Multimodal
Initiative (LAccMI) that
has brought about a

transformation in the public
transport system has covered 20
districts, with Chief  Minister
Naveen Patnaik launching the af-
fordable bus service in six more
districts on February 16, 2024.

A fleet of  198 buses will im-
prove connectivity across 1,363
gram panchayats of  these six
di str icts  –  Khurda,  Puri ,
Kendrapara, Bhadrak, Jajpur
and Nayagarh, benefitting over
60 lakh people of  the region, the
chief  minister said while
flagging the LAccMI bus
service.

According  to
Odisha State Road
Transport
Corporation
(OSRTC)
sou rces,  as
many as  22
buses will en-
hance connectiv-
ity across 154 gram
panchayats in Khurda
district. The affordable
bus service will benefit more
than 15 lakh people in the re-
gion.

A fleet of  44 buses will ply
across 433 gram panchayats of
Pu r i ,  the  abode  o f  Lord
Jagannath and one of  the biggest
tourist destinations of  eastern
India, benefitting over 14 lakh peo-
ple.

In Kendrapara district, famous
for Lord Baladev Jew temple, 37
buses under LAccMI will boost
the connectivity across 196 gram
panchayats. The affordable bus
service will be a boon for more
than 11 lakh people of  the coastal
district.

As many as LAccMI 25 buses
will ply across the nook and cor-
ner of  158 gram panchayats of
Bhadrak district, famous for
Lord Akhandalamani temple,
benefitting over 15 lakh people.

The state government has pro-
vided 39 buses for 233 gram pan-
chayats of  Jajpur, the abode of
Goddess Biraja, while a fleet of
31 buses will improve connec-
tivity across 189 gram panchay-
ats of  Nayagarh district, famous
for Lord Nilamadhaba temple.
The affordable bus service is
nothing short of  a boon for more
than 20 lakh people of  the two dis-
tricts.

Earlier on February 12, 2024,
Patnaik had launched LAccMI
bus service in five more
districts,

As
many as
425

buses are now
plying on dif-
ferent routes in
1,457 gram pan-
chayats of  these
five districts  –
Mayurbhanj,
Bolangir,

Barg arh,  Ke onj har  and
Sundargarh, benefitting over 90

lakh people in these districts. 
The affordable bus service was

first launched in tribal-domi-
nated Malkangiri district October
12, 2023. It was later extended to
Gajapati district (October 20),
Kalahandi district (November
1), Rayagada district (November
25) ,  Nabarangpur district
(November 30) and Koraput 
district (December 14).

Deo g arh,  Angul  and
Dhenkanal dis-

tricts got

the LAccMI bus service on
January 31. Altogether, 117 lux-

ury buses have im-
proved connectiv-

ity across 507
gram pan-
chayats,

benefit-
ting over
28  l akh
people.     

The
state gov-

ernment
aims at provid-
ing the af-

fordable bus service in all the dis-
tricts by February end.

According to Patnaik, the af-
fordable bus service (LAccMI)
will strengthen social connect
as well  as  the economy of
Odisha. 

“Our aim is to make pan-
chayats the epicentre of  devel-
opment and strengthen rural
economy. LAccMI will play a
poignant role in this direction,”
the Chief  Minister said.

He said the bus service will
help connect children to edu-
cational institutions and farm-
ers to markets. Women, stu-
dents and the differently-abled
can use the ‘transformational’
bus service by paying only 
`5 as fare. 
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LAccMI marches across 20 districts

LAccMI was launched in
Malkangiri district on
October 12, 2023

Extended to Gajapati district
on October 20, 2023

Launched in Kalahandi
district on November 1, 2023

Launched in Rayagada
district on November 25,
2023

Launched in Nabarangpur
district on November 30,
2023

Launched in Koraput district
on December 14

Feb 16, 2024
198 buses for 1,363 GPs of
Khurda, Puri, Kendrapara,

Bhadrak, Jajpur and Nayagarh,
benefitting over 60 lakh 

people

Feb 12, 2024
425 buses for 1,457 GPs of

Mayurbhanj, Bolangir, Bargarh,
Keonjhar and Sundargarh,

benefitting over 
90 lakh people

Jan 31, 2024
117 luxury buses for 507 

GPs of Deogarh, Angul and
Dhenkanal, benefitting over 

28 lakh people

Our aim is to
make panchayats the

epicentre of development
and strengthen rural

economy. LAccMI will play
a poignant role in this

direction
NAVEEN PATNAIK | HON’BLE

CHIEF MINISTER

n Promotes affordable and sustainable
transportation

n Focus on providing mobility in rural
areas

n Dependable and economically priced
public transport

n Initially aims to provide intra-block
and intra- district connectivity

Earlier, we had to shell out `50 or more for travelling
in auto-rickshaws to Umerkote town. However, after
the launch of LaccMI bus service, we can travel to
Umerkote by spending a nominal amount        
MUNA DAKUA, BADAKUMARI PANCHAYAT, UMERKOTE BLOCK

The six LAccMI buses plying in Koshagumuda block
have helped the residents living around 80km from
the district headquarters avail transportation at
very nominal fare
DEBARAJ MAJHI, UKIAPALI, KOSHAGUMUDA BLOCK

n Plan for future to integrate 
with inter-city services

n Bridges rural-urban divide

n Empowers women, students,
farmers and entrepreneurs

n Enables socio-economic 
development of rural areas

n 5-Star comfort



THIS DAY IN HISTORY

power post P4

I ndia’s electoral bonds scheme has been declared illegal, a rare win
in court for those resisting authoritarianism. But many elections
including the last general one have been fought on these unlawful

funds. It would have been appropriate to have heard and adjudicated
on the issue earlier but the court chose not to do so. Former Chief  Justice
of  India Ranjan Gogoi, rewarded with a Rajya Sabha seat, when asked
why he had delayed adjudicating on the issue said he did not remem-
ber the issue coming up before his court. 

Many will not know how diabolical the electoral bonds enterprise
was and it is for their benefit that this is being written. 

The scheme was announced by the Modi government through the Budget
in 2017. The bonds would be a way for political parties to receive money
through anonymous donors. The donor would have to reveal their
identity to the bank while making the bond purchase, but the identity
would not be revealed on the bond itself. Political parties could accept
the money without being required to reveal who gave it. Voters would
therefore not know who was funding and influencing political parties.
The change would allow foreign companies and even shell companies
to donate to India’s parties without having to inform anyone of  the con-
tribution or having their names revealed. It
also undid that part of  the Companies Act
under which corporates had to disclose de-
tails of  their political donations in their
annual statement of  accounts. Now they
were no longer required to do so. The cor-
porates had previously also been limited to
donating a maximum of  7.5 per cent of  their
average three-year net profit to political
parties. No longer, because they could now
just go through the electoral bond route as
that cap had been lifted legally. The process
to fund a party anonymously was made
easy. Bonds would be available in multiples
of  up to Rs 1 crore at State Bank of  India
branches in 29 cities. A donor could pur-
chase them through their bank account
and hand them over to the party or indi-
vidual of  their choice, who could then en-
cash them. They would be valid for 15 days. 

Four days before the Budget of  2017, a bu-
reaucrat spotted it in Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley’s speech, and noted that the
assent of  the RBI was required for such a
large shift. This was because the intro-
duction of  bonds required changes to the RBI Act, something that ap-
parently the government did not know. The officer drafted a proposed
amendment to align the Act with the change and sent the file up the
ranks for the Finance Minister to see. The same day, 28 January 2017,
a Saturday, the RBI was sent a five-line email seeking its comments. The
reply came the next working day, Monday, 30 January. The RBI said it
was a bad idea because it went against the RBI's authority as the sole
issuer of  bearer instruments, meaning cash. These bonds, because they
were anonymous, could become currency and undermine the faith in
India’s cash. On this point, the RBI was unambiguous: amending the
law to facilitate this ‘would seriously undermine a core principle of  cen-
tral banking legislation and doing so would set a bad precedent.’ The
second objection the RBI had was that ‘even the intended purpose of
the transparency might not be achievable as the original buyer of  the
instrument (the bond) need not be the actual contributor to the party.’
If  person A purchased the bond and then sold it, at face value or more,
to any entity, including a foreign government, that entity could gift it
to a party. The nameless bond was as good as cash. ‘The bonds are bearer
bonds and transferable by delivery,’ the RBI said, ‘hence, who finally
and actually contributes the bond to the political party will not be
known.’ This would affect the money laundering law as well, the RBI
said. The last point it made was that what was being proposed through
the electoral bond scheme—the transfer of  money from bank accounts
of  entities to political parties—could be done through a cheque, bank
transfer or demand draft. ‘There is no special need for, or advantage
by, the creation of  an Electoral Bearer Bond, that too by disturbing an
established international practice.’

The next body to say that the electoral bonds scheme was dangerous
was the EC of  India. In an affidavit to the Supreme Court, it said that
to exclude the reporting of  donations received by political parties
through electoral bonds would have ‘serious repercussions on the
transparency aspect of  political funding of  political parties.’

The EC remained opposed to the law even after it was enacted and
continued to resist though the Supreme Court gave the govern-
ment a pass. 

The two most important institutions related to the bonds tried to do
their work and resisted the scheme. They were unable to. 

Though the RBI had responded immediately one reason the gov-
ernment gave to dismiss its concern was that ‘this advice has come quite
late at a time when the Finance Bill is already printed.’

The electoral bonds episode reveals the limits of  institutional checks
in our democracy. When a strong executive decides it wants some-
thing, even something that is dangerous and unconstitutional, there
is little resistance from within to stop it. 

The Supreme Court has now held the scheme unconstitutional,
something that was obvious to anyone familiar with the most basic de-
tails of  what the bonds were for. But this should also alert us to how
weak our institutions are and how, when they mean well for the coun-
try, they can just be ignored. 

G one are those days when
social media platforms
were merely used to con-

nect with one’s near and dear. In
the era dominated by the digital
realm, our online identities are
increasingly becoming targets for
malicious actors seeking to ex-
ploit vulnerabilities. The surge
in social media identity theft is
a cause for concern that demands
immediate attention and dedi-
cated efforts to protect individ-
uals from falling prey to these in-
sidious cybercrimes.

The internet community’s ubiq-
uity has undeniably transformed
how we communicate, connect
and share our lives. Unfortunately,
this convenience comes at a price.
In recent times, the exponential
growth of  social media platforms
has proven to be a fertile ground
for cybercriminals to exploit un-
suspecting individuals, leading to
a concerning rise in identity theft.
As we grapple with the repercus-
sions of  these pervasive threats,
it is becoming more and more im-
perative to delve deeper into the
underlying factors fueling its pro-
liferation and chart a course of
action to stem its tide.

At the heart of  this issue lies
the vulnerability of  personal in-
formation in digital platforms.
Social media platforms act as

repositories of  a treasure trove
of  data, ranging from biologi-
cal details, contact information,
likes and dislikes, and online
interactions. In the wrong hands,
this information can be exploited
for nefarious purposes, ranging
from financial fraud, identity
impersonation, reputation dam-
age, and emotional distress. 

To address this menace, a
multi-faceted approach is nec-
essary. At the user level, indi-
viduals must adopt a proactive
stance towards safeguarding
their online identities -- adopting
password hygiene, regular pri-
vacy audits, and vigilant scrutiny
of  online communication. This
includes creating strong and
unique passwords for each online
account, enabling two-factor au-
thentication whenever possible,
and regularly updating software
and security settings. It is para-
mount to empower users with the
knowledge and tools to protect
themselves against cyber threats.

Social media platforms must
be pivotal in fortifying their de-
fences against these malicious ac-
tors. As gatekeepers of  the dig-
ital realm, these platforms wield
considerable influence in shap-
ing the online experience and
bear a responsibility to safe-
guard the integrity of  users’

identities. Investment in cut-
ting-edge cybersecurity meas-
ures, improved authentication
protocols, and real-time threat de-
tection mechanisms are essential
to staying ahead of  cyber ad-
versaries. Clear and concise com-
munication about privacy poli-
cies, data usage practices, and
security measures is critical to
empowering users with the
knowledge they need to make
informed decisions about their
online presence. Advanced al-
gorithms capable of  detecting
suspicious account activities,
automated flagging systems for
potential phishing attempts, and
proactive outreach to users about
potential security risks are a
few examples of  how platforms
can leverage technology to en-
hance user safety. Collaborative
endeavours between digital plat-
forms, law enforcement agen-
cies and cybersecurity experts
can benefit more in combating
these evolving threats. 

Governments must adapt and
enact comprehensive laws that
address the intricacies of  digital
identity theft, imposing stringent
penalties and incarceration on
perpetrators. Moreover, interna-
tional collaboration is desirable in
creating a unified front against
intruders who exploit global dig-

ital networks. Central to the over-
arching strategy is the magisterial
role of  fostering digital literacy and
awareness among the populace.
Educating individuals on the risks
associated with social media use,
imparting practical knowledge on
navigating the digital landscape se-
curely, and fostering a culture of
responsible online behaviour are
the pillars of  this endeavour. 

The increasing number of  so-
cial media identity theft cases de-
mands a collaborative and proac-
tive response. By embracing a
holistic approach encompass-
ing technological innovations,
regulatory and legislative re-
forms, and public awareness,
we can turn the tide against
cyber adversaries and safeguard
our digital identities. Now is the
time for decisive action. The
stakes are high, with the in-
tegrity of  our digital identities
hanging in the balance. We can
mount a formidable defence
against cyber adversaries by
harnessing the collective efforts
of  individuals, social media plat-
forms, governments and the
broader community. 

The writer is a research
scholar, Department of

Business Administration,
Berhampur University.

THE ‘PALESTINIAN MANDELA’
H

amas leaders have de-
clared that any cease-
fire deal in Gaza must
include the release of

Marwan Barghouti, a popular
Palestinian leader who has been
in an Israeli prison since 2002.
In fact, Barghouti might be the
key to more than a ceasefire;
he may well be the best hope of
reviving the two-state solution.

Now 64 years old, Barghouti
has been a member of  Fatah, the
dominant faction within the
Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO), since he was a teenager. He
co-founded Fatah’s shabiba (youth
movement) decades ago, before
rising to lead the Tanzim, Fatah’s
grassroots cadres that uphold the
organization’s local-level leader-
ship. Though he has spent more
than two decades in an Israeli
prison, he remains well-known
and widely respected among
Palestinians.

I first met Barghouti in the
1980s with my cousin, Mubarak
Awad, an advocate of  nonviolent
activism. Given his interest in
the effectiveness of  nonviolent
struggle, Barghouti had been
given the Arabic edition of
Nonviolent Soldier of  Islam, a
translated biography of  Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, an ally of
Mahatma Gandhi in the Indian
independence movement.
Barghouti was keen to learn
not only about Khan, but about
anyone, from Gandhi to Martin
Luther King, Jr., who might
offer useful insights into how to
achieve Palestinian liberation.

This intellectual quest shaped
Barghouti’s leadership of  the First
Palestinian Intifada that began
soon after. The massive protests
began as a nonviolent uprising
aimed at “shaking off” (the trans-
lation of  intifada) Israeli occupation;
violence erupted only after the
killing of  four Palestinian labor-
ers in Gaza. Barghouti became too
high-profile for Israel’s liking, and
he was arrested for incitement and
later expelled to Jordan.

During this period, Barghouti
began to see the weaknesses in
Fatah’s structure. Palestinians
needed to be preparing for state-
hood, he concluded, so Fatah

had to become a political party.
It was a bold idea – and a con-
troversial one. When I men-
tioned the prospect to Fatah’s
founder, PLO Chairman Yasser
Arafat, during an interview in
Tunisia, he became furious.

A liberation movement like
Fatah could “represent all
Palestinians,” Arafat declared,
unifying right and left, religious
and secular, behind a single aim:
liberating Palestinian lands. But
as a political party, it would have
to create a platform and take a
stance on all manner of  issues,
leading to division and weak-
ness. He then abruptly ended
our interview, leaving me slack-
jawed. I have since come to be-
lieve that Arafat’s angry lecture was
really intended for Barghouti and
other young Palestinian leaders in
the West Bank with whom I was
in contact. And there may well
have been some wisdom in it: a frag-
mented Fatah has, after all, strug-
gled to contest elections against the
united Hamas.

In 1994, Barghouti was per-
mitted to return from Jordan
under the Oslo Accords that the
PLO had negotiated with Israel.
But he was no fan of  the Accords,
doubting Israel’s commitment.
And, in fact, far from return-
ing Palestinian lands in ex-
change for peace, the Accords al-
lowed hawkish Israeli leaders to

quadruple the number of  Jewish
settlers in those lands.

After being elected to the
Palestinian Authority’s new
parliament, the Palestinian
Legislative Council, in 1996,
Barghouti began advocating ac-
tively for the establishment of
an independent Palestinian
state, having learned Hebrew
in prison and then building re-
lationships with Israeli politi-
cians and peace activists in
order to further the cause. (He
also campaigned against cor-
ruption in Arafat’s adminis-
tration and human-rights vio-
lations by its security services.)

But Barghouti was becoming
disillusioned with the peace
process – a feeling that inten-
sified after the collapse of  the
Camp David summit in 2000.
By 2002, he no longer identified
as a pacifist, though he made
clear that he was not a terror-
ist either. “I, and the Fatah move-
ment to which I belong, strongly
oppose attacks and the targeting
of  civilians inside Israel,” he
wrote that January, but “I re-
serve the right to protect myself,
to resist the Israeli occupation
of  my country, and to fight for
my freedom.” Far from seek-
ing to “destroy Israel,” Barghouti
concluded, “I still seek peaceful
coexistence between the equal
and independent countries of

Israel and Palestine.”
But violent attacks on Israelis,

largely carried out by Hamas,
were increasing, and in March
2002, Israel effectively ripped
up its security pacts with Arafat
and the Palestinians, before re-
occupying all major Palestinian
cities from which it had with-
drawn under the Oslo Accords.
Soon after, Israeli security forces
arrested Barghouti on murder
charges linked to his alleged
involvement in deadly attacks
on Israelis. Refusing to recognize
the court’s authority, he did not
put forward any defense, and
was handed five consecutive
life sentences. Even behind bars,
Barghouti has remained an in-
fluential figure in Fatah and a
champion of  the Palestinian cause.
Together with other jailed Fatah
leaders, in 2006 he produced a
document for the PLO outlining
tactical measures, including lim-
iting armed resistance to terri-
tories occupied in 1967 and es-
tablishing a unity government.

Barghouti believes whole-
hear tedly in the right  of
Palestinians to self-determina-
tion, having made great personal
sacrifices for the cause. He also
understands the realities on the
ground, and recognizes the need
to find a way to coexist peacefully
with Israel. And he may well be the
only leader with the standing to
convince Palestinians across fac-
tions to accept an imperfect com-
promise, if  it means they can finally
live peacefully alongside Israel in
an independent Palestinian state.

I haven’t spoken to Barghouti di-
rectly since our meetings in Tunis
in the 1990s, but I have followed his
story closely over the years and be-
lieve that, once released from
prison, he would quickly reclaim
his role as a moderate Palestinian
patriot and open the way for real
progress. With Israeli-Palestinian
relations at a historic nadir, there
may be no one better suited to
lead the way to a just peace.

The writer, a Palestinian
journalist ,  i s  a  former  
professor of  journalism at
Princeton University. 
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FOCUS

Barghouti may well be the only leader with the
standing to convince Palestinians across 

factions to accept an imperfect compromise, if it
means they can finally live peacefully alongside

Israel in an independent Palestinian state

Unlawful Funds 
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Material things are not to be
despised - without them there can
be no manifestation in the
material world.

SRI AUROBINDO

EVEN BEHIND
BARS,

BARGHOUTI HAS
REMAINED AN

INFLUENTIAL
FIGURE IN FATAH

AND A 
CHAMPION 

OF THE
PALESTINIAN

CAUSE 

Daoud Kuttab

WISDOM CORNER

It is easy to hate and it is difficult to love. This is how the whole
scheme of things works. All good things are difficult to achieve; and
bad things are very easy to get.

CONFUCIUS

Your ordinary acts of love and hope point to the extraordinary
promise that every human life is of inestimable value.

DESMOND TUTU

People have a hard time letting go of their suffering. Out of a fear of
the unknown, they prefer suffering that is familiar.

THICH NHAT HANH

NONVIOLENT ACTIVISM

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

AT THE HEART OF
THIS ISSUE LIES

THE 
VULNERABILITY OF

PERSONAL 
INFORMATION ON

DIGITAL 
PLATFORMS

Ashyashree Praharaj

Unconstitutional funding

Sir, The recent Supreme Court ruling that declared the electoral bond scheme
unconstitutional has far-reaching implications for the transparency of  polit-
ical funding in India. Originally introduced with the promise of  providing a
transparent alternative to cash donations, the scheme faced criticism for com-
promising the right to privacy and political privacy. The court’s decision em-
phasises the fundamental importance of  transparency in a democracy, especially
concerning the financing of  political parties. By instructing the disclosure of
details related to encashed bonds, the court aims to shed light on the previously
opaque nature of  political funding, promoting accountability and citizen
awareness. Furthermore, the court’s scrutiny of  unlimited corporate funding
and its suggestion of  reasonable restrictions and detailed disclosures offer a
pragmatic approach to address the potential influence of  corporations on the
democratic process. This highlights the need for a balance between allowing
financial support for political activities and preventing undue influence. The
verdict not only addresses the specific issues with the electoral bond scheme
but also prompts a broader discussion on reforming political funding laws in
India. Aligning these regulations with international standards becomes cru-
cial to ensuring a more robust and transparent political financing system.  

Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH

Ragging menace

Sir, Ragging has reared its ugly head in a medical col-
lege in Berhampur, Odisha where a first year medico
was beaten up by his seniors on 9 February.  Though
most states have anti-ragging laws in place, lack of
uniformity in implementation is disturbing.  Most
ragging incidents are swept under the carpet by col-
leges and the students are advised to compromise with
their tormentors. Besides, some students do not
come forward with complaints out of  fear. It is time
the anti-ragging rules and regulations in colleges
are cemented. One wonders whether most of  the
anti-ragging panels are relegated to paper while the
students suffer in silence. Names and mobile num-
bers of  anti-ragging panel members should be displayed
prominently at different places on the campuses.
Students, during admission, should be asked to give
an undertaking that they would not promote, or par-
ticipate in, ragging.  

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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Aakar Patel

The electoral bonds
episode reveals the

limits of 
institutional checks

in our democracy 

1836: Hindu religious leader Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, who founded
a school of thought that united diverse mystical traditions into a single
belief system, was born in Hooghly, Bengal state, India. His world famous
disciple Swami Vivekananda founded the Ramakrishna Mission with a
twofold purpose: to spread the teachings of Vedanta as embodied in the
life of Ramakrishna and to improve the social conditions of the Indian
people.

1930: Pluto discovered by Clyde Tombaugh. Using a 13-inch (33-cm)
telescope at the Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona, Clyde W.
Tombaugh, a 24-year-old American with no formal training in astronomy,
discovered the dwarf planet Pluto this day in 1930.

Combating social media identity theft
SPECTRUM CYBERCRIME 
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Belpada, Feb 17: In a heart-
wrenching incident, a 17-year-
old boy committed suicide by
hanging late Friday night after
learning about the death of  his
mother in hospital following
an LPG cylinder explosion at
Kanut village under this block
in Bolangir district.

The deceased boy was identi-
fied as Drona Mahakur, 17, son of
Malati Mahakur and Surath
Mahakur in the village. Malati
was undergoing treatment at a pri-
vate hospital in Rourkela for her
critical burn injuries sustained
during an LPG cylinder blast.
However, she succumbed Friday.  

Unable to bear the loss, a trau-
matised Drona tied a saree of
his mother around his neck and
hanged himself  to death. The
back-to-back deaths of  the
woman and her son have pushed
the neighbours and other co-vil-
lagers into mourning. 

The incident occurred when
Drona’s father Surath Mahakur
and elder brother Lalit Mahakur
were away at Rourkela to bring
back the body of  Malati.  

On being informed, police
seized the body and handed it
over to their neighbours after a
post-mortem as no family mem-
ber was present at the village,
Saturday morning. 

As per reports, six persons
from two families sustained crit-
ical burn injuries in an LPG
cylinder blast in the house of
Mahesh Adabaria at Kanut vil-
lage, February 10.  The explo-
sion occurred due to a leak in the
pipe of  a LPG cylinder. 

Among the six critically in-
jured, five were from one family
and Malati was their neighbour.
The injured persons were ini-
tially admitted to the VSS Institute
of  Medical Sciences and Research
(VIMSAR) at Burla in Sambalpur

district. Among them, Bhanu
Adabaria died February 11 
while the rest of  the injured were
shifted to the JP Burn Hospital
in Rourkela. Two others, Mahesh
and Bhairavi, succumbed to 
their injuries February 15 while
Malati Mahakur died February
16. Notably, the blast has so far
claimed lives of  four persons in-
cluding three of  a family.  

Meanwhile, the health condi-
tion of  two others, Bhagyabati
Adabaria and Duti Adabaria, is
stated to be critical and under ob-
servation, hospital sources said. 

On the other hand, Belpada
tehsildar Banabihari Harpal
and BDO Rajesh Kumar Meher
reached the spot and took stock
of  the situation. 

Minor kills self after mom’s
death in LPG cylinder blast 

THE EXPLOSION WHICH OCCURRED FEBRUARY 10 HAS SO FAR CLAIMED
LIVES OF FOUR PERSONS INCLUDING THREE OF A FAMILY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Angul, Feb 17: In a shocking incident
bringing back in focus the perils of  gam-
ing addiction, a 24-year-old youth from
Jerang village under Jarapada police lim-
its in Angul district allegedly attempted
suicide by slitting his throat after losing
repeatedly in an online game. The youth
identified as Soumyaranjan Naik has been
hospitalised.

According to sources, Naik had de-
veloped a habit of  playing online
games. However, he reportedly lost his
mental balance after losing the Free
Fire game repeatedly. Frustrated by
the defeats, he brought a sharp-edged
weapon and tried to commit suicide
by slitting his throat, Naik’s family
members said. 

Family members along with his
friends then rushed him to the District

Headquarters Hospital, Angul after
finding him bleeding profusely from
the neck. The youth was undergoing
treatment at the hospital and his con-
dition was stated to be stable when last
reports came in. 

Earlier, a 19-year-old student from
Guda village in Balasore district, al-
legedly committed suicide by hanging
himself  after losing over  ̀ 1 lakh play-
ing online games.

Youth slits throat after defeat in online game

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: In one of
the fastest wildlife trials for any
STF investigated cases in state,
the Sub-Divisional Judicial
Magistrate of  Rayagada has con-
victed two wildlife criminals and
sentenced them to undergo three
years of  rigorous imprisonment
(RI) and a fine of  `10,000 each.

STF sources here Saturday said
the two accused Dambarudhar
Majhi and Santosh Kumar Nayak
were arrested by the STF May 24,
2023 near Siriguda Swargadham
Chhaka of  Rayagada after three
leopard hides were recovered from
their possession. They were
booked under sections of  IPC
and the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972 for illegal possession of
leopard skin.

During investigation the seized
leopard hides were sent to WildLife
Institute of  India, Dehradun for
biological chemical examination
and opinion was received affir-
matively. After successful inves-
tigation, a chargesheet was sub-
mitted July 26, 2023 against both
the accused persons.

Because of  flawless investi-
gation and proper prosecution,
the case resulted in conviction
within six months from the date
of  chargesheet. This is the fastest
trial for any STF investigated
cases and also one of  the fastest
in Odisha. So far, the trial is
completed in three STF investi-
gated wildlife cases and all have
resulted in conviction.

Duo awarded 3-yr 
RI over possession
of 3 leopard skins

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela/Tensa, Feb 17:
Mutilated bodies of  four persons,
suspected to be members of  one
family, were found on the rail-
way tracks on Odisha-Jharkhand
border Saturday morning.

The bodies of  a man, a woman
and two children were found on
the railway tracks between
Talaburu and Kendaposhi sta-
tions under Chakradharpur rail-
way division in West Singhbhum
district of  Jharkhand. While two
bodies were found inside a plas-
tic gunny bag, two others were

lying in the open. It is suspected
that all four were brutally mur-
dered before their bodies were
thrown on the tracks, Friday
night. After recovery of  the bod-
ies, train movement on the con-
cerned track has been cancelled. 

The identity of  the victims
could not be ascertained imme-
diately. Meanwhile, DSP Rakesh
Minj  and a  team of  the
Government Railway Police
(GRP) along with a forensic team
rushed to the spot and started an
investigation into the matter.
The bodies have been seized for
post-mortem. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Feb 17: Fast Track
Court Judge Bijay Kumar Mishra
here Saturday sentenced a youth
to 20 years of  rigorous impris-
onment (RI) and imposed a fine
of  `20,000 after convicting him
in the 2014 rape case of  a 17-
year-old girl. 

The convict was identified as
Dee pak Mukhi ,  32 ,  o f
Harichandanpur police station
area in Keonjhar district. In de-
fault, Mukhi has to undergo ad-
ditional six months of  rigorous
imprisonment.  

The court passed the order

after examining the statements
of  11 witnesses and police in-
quiry report. The judge also di-
rected the District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) to pay an ex-
gratia of  ̀ 4 lakh to the survivor,
said Special Public Prosecutor
Gyanendranath Jena. 

Source said that the survivor
was studying in a college under

Champua police station area of
Keonjhar district. The incident
occurred when she was abducted
by Mukhi when no one was pres-
ent at her house, April 29, 2014. 

After failing to trace her, the
survivor’s father lodged a com-
plaint at Champua PS. Police
registered a case and rescued
the girl from Sadar PS area.
After getting detailed informa-
tion from the survivor, the police
arrested Mukhi, June 7, 2014
and produced him in the court.
During interrogation, the sur-
vivor informed police that Mukhi
had raped her several times after
her abduction.

Man gets 20 years RI for minor’s rape 

4 mutilated bodies
found on rly tracks POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhawanipatna, Feb 17: Two
minor boys drowned Saturday
while bathing in the village pond
at Durespadar under Padepadar
panchayat of  T
Rampur block in
Kalahandi district.

The deceased
were identified as
Aasman Naik, 6, son of  Suresh
Naik and Shantanu Naik, 6, son
of  Ishwar Naik of  the village. 

However, under what cir-
cumstances and at what time
the two minors drowned are
still unclear.  On being in-
formed, police reached the spot
and sent the bodies for post-
mortem to a hospital.

Two minors drown
in Kalahandi village
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Lucknow, Feb 17: As part of
its spiritual tourism policy, the
Uttar Pradesh government has
been renovating ancient tem-
ples in various districts.
Around 300 temples in all the
75 districts of  the state are being
renovated. A sum of  Rs 50 lakh
for each of  these temples has
been allocated for the refur-
bishment and renovation. In
case of  big temples, a separate
fund of  up to Rs 2 crore each
has been allocated.

The work to renovate the tem-
ples was reportedly undertaken
soon after the formation of  Yogi
government 2.0.

Uttar Pradesh tourism and
culture Minister Jaiveer Singh
said, “Several temples are cen-
turies’ old and required repair
but remained neglected under
successive governments. The
Uttar Pradesh government de-
cided to restore the glory and
fame of  the temples. The dis-
trict administrations and people’s
representatives were directed
to send the list of  the temples in
their areas that required reno-
vation.” Then, the list was
handed over to the construction
agencies to prepare the estimate
of  the works.

Some of  the reconstructed
and renovated temples include
Bateshwar Dham temple in Agra
district, Rupani Devi temple in

Firozabad, Aamani Baba tem-
ple in Aligarh, Kailash temple in
Etah,  Taragarh temple in
Hathras, Lalpuri temple in
Mainpuri and Laxmi temple in
Mathura, Hathiram Baba temple
in Ayodhya.

The Shiva Baba temple in
Ambedkar Nagar, Mahadev tem-
ple in Barabanki, Ram Janaki
temple in Amethi, Jalhidham
temple in Gonda, Baba Bihari
Das temple in Bahraich, Maa
Pateshwari temple in Balrampur
and Jharkhand Mahadev temple
in Gorakhpur are also on this list.

The minister said, “We have
hired architects for the restora-

tion works in the temples. The
funds were released accordingly
to the agencies to complete the
restoration work.”

The minister further said
that “Apart from the structure
of  the temples, their premises
and boundary walls have also
been reconstructed. Sheds have
been erected, arrangements
for drinking water have been
made and benches installed in
the temple area. The link roads
connecting the temple to the
nearby highways or villages
have been repaired to facili-
tate the visit of  pilgrims and
tourists. Guesthouses are being

constructed near prominent
temples.”

The infrastructural develop-
ment around these temples will
facilitate the movement of
tourists in the area.

“These temples are centres of
religious and cultural activities.
Along with performing religious
rituals, the local people assem-
ble for cultural activities, in-
cluding bhajan, kirtan and Ram
katha,” he said.

“After completion, a technical
team was sent by the tourism and
culture department to check the
quality of  the works and submit
a report. Funds were released to

the construction agencies ac-
cording to the technical team’s
report,” Jaiveer Singh said.

He further said the UP gov-
ernment has made the restora-
tion work in the temples a con-
tinuous process.

“After the works in the tem-
ples have been completed, the
officers and people have been
directed to send a list of  the re-
maining temples in their
areas,” he said.

The minister said that “We have
also constituted a district tourism
and culture council in all the 75 dis-
tricts to monitor the construction,
organise festivals and cultural ac-
tivities on the temple premises.
The village committee has been
given musical instruments for re-
vival of  traditional bhajans and kir-
tans in temples.”

Singh further said consti-
tution of  the Braj Teerth Vikas
Parishad, Vindhya Dham
Teerth Vikas Parishad, Shree
Ayodhya Jee Teerth Vikas
Parishad, Shree Devipatan
Dham Teerth Vikas Parishad
and Shree Shuk Teerth Vikas
Parishad will give momentum
to renovation of  the temples
and development of  religious
spots in various districts.

The minister said that the
construction of  the Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya was the flagship
project of  the state government
plan to renovate and rebuild the
temples across the state.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Varanasi, Feb 17: Uttar Pradesh
Congress president Ajay Rai
Saturday said that the Raebareli
Lok Sabha seat “will remain
with Gandhi family.”

During an interaction with
the media, the state president
said, “The people of  Raebareli
have deep connections with the
Gandhi family going across gen-
erations. The seat is of  the
Gandhi family and will remain
with the Gandhi family.”

When asked about who from
the Gandhi family will contest
from there, Rai said, “This def-
initely will be decided by them
(Gandhi family).”

Former Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, who had repre-
sented the seat since 2004,
Thursday informed voters of
Rae Bareli that she will not con-
test the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls due to health and age issues.

In the letter addressed to the
public of  Raebareli, the 77-year-
old also threw subtle hints of  a
possible entry of  a member of
her family from the constituency.

“After this decision, I will not
have the opportunity to serve

you directly but my heart and
soul will always remain with
you. I know that you will stand
by me and my family in the fu-
ture, just as you had in the past,”
Sonia Gandhi said in the message
written in Hindi.

It is being speculated in media
reports that with Sonia Gandhi
stepping away, her daughter
Priyanka Gandhi may contest
from Raebareli.

Meanwhile, Rai, during his
interaction with the press, al-

leged that no cameras were al-
lowed with Rahul Gandhi when
he went to Kashi Vishwanath
temple to offer prayers. 

“All BJP leaders, when they
come to offer prayers at Kashi
Vishwanath temple, are allowed
to enter with cameras. No cam-
eras were allowed with Rahul
Gandhi and till now no photos
have been released by the ad-
ministration.”

Rahul Gandhi, on the second
day of  the Uttar Pradesh leg of

the ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra’,
offered prayers at the Kashi
Vishwanath temple in Varanasi. 

Addressing the people at
Gudaulia intersection, Gandhi
said that India is a country of
love, not of  hatred. 

“The country will become
weak due to conflict between
brothers. True patriotism is to
unite the country. I have come
with my head bowed before
Ganga ji. Everyone should feel
that they have come to meet
their brother during this yatra,”
Gandhi said.

He said that there are ‘two
Indias’ in the country - one for
the rich and one for the poor.
He also hit out at the media al-
leging that it doesn’t show the is-
sues of  farmers and labourers of
the country. 

“This media will show Modi
ji 24 hours, will show Aishwarya
Rai, but will not show the real is-
sues,” he said.

Congress leader and former
Union minister  Jairam
Ramesh, MLA Aradhan Mishra
Mona, SP MLA Pallavi Patel
along with other senior leaders
were present during the media
interaction. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Samba/Jammu, Feb 17: The
Border Security Force (BSF) and
the Jammu and Kashmir Police
conducted a joint search Saturday
for any possible cross-border
tunnel along the International
Border in Samba district, amid
heightened security in the Union
ter ritory ahead of  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
next week, officials said.

In the past decades, about a
dozen cross-border tunnels which
were used to push terrorists,
weapons and narcotics from
across the border were uncovered
by the security forces along the
Inter national Border with
Pakistan in Samba, Kathua and
Jammu districts.

Police had recently announced
a cash reward of  Rs 5 lakh to
anyone who helps in locating
such tunnels used by ‘anti-na-
tional elements’.

Modi is visiting Jammu
February 20 to inaugurate and
lay the foundation of  209 projects
worth Rs 3,161 crore. He will
also address a public meeting
at the Maulana Azad Stadium in
the heart of  Jammu.

As part of  the heightened se-
curity arrangements in view of
Modi’s visit, the officials said, the
BSF and the police conducted a
joint two-hour-long anti-tun-
nelling operation in the Ramgarh
sector of  Samba district.

The operation started around
9.45 am and search teams did
not find anything suspicious on
the ground, they said.

The officials said BSF troops
guarding the IB and police per-
sonnel manning the border posts
have been put on maximum alert,
especially after the recent cease-
fire violation by Pakistan
Rangers, and have been asked to
maintain a tight vigil on any
suspicious movement from
across the border.

Besides the border areas along
the IB, security arrangements
have been beefed up along the

Line of  Control (LoC) and the hin-
terland to thwart any attempt
by terrorists to carry out an at-
tack, the officials said, adding se-
curity forces have intensified
patrolling, area domination and
checking in sensitive areas to
maintain peace.

Wednesday evening, Pakistan
Rangers violated the ceasefire by
firing on a BSF post at Makwal
along the IB in RS Pura sector,
prompting retaliation by the
Indian border guards.

The cross-border firing con-
tinued for 25 minutes and later
the BSF lodged a strong protest
with their counterparts for the
unprovoked firing.

Army troops guarding the
LoC also fired at Pakistani drones
on three occasions in different
sectors of  Poonch district in the
past six days. 

Sachin visits bat
factory in J&K
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, Feb 17: A cricket
bat manufacturer in the Sangam
area here was in for a pleasant
s u r p r i s e  wh e n  S a ch i n
Tendulkar and his family vis-
ited his manufacturing unit
Saturday. 

Tendulkar, accompanied by
wife Anjali and daughter Sara,
stopped by at a unit in Charsoo
on the Srinagar-Jammu high-
way and interacted with the
workers there.

“We were busy making bats
when a vehicle stopped at our
gate. We were pleasantly sur-
prised to find the Little Master
and his family,” Mohammad
Shaheen Parray, owner of  MJ
Sports, told PTI over phone.

Pa r r ay  s a i d  Te n d u l k a r
checked the quality of  the bats
made of  Kashmir willow.

“He stroked a few bats and
was quite pleased with the qual-
ity. Tendulkar said he had come
to compare the Kashmir wil-
low bats with those made of
English willow.” 

“We requested him to
lend his voice in support
of  the local bats,” Parray
said, adding the batting
maestro promised to sup-
port the Kashmir willow
bats.

Parray said Tendulkar spent
an hour at the manufacturing
unit and interacted with a small
bunch of  fans.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Feb 17: Senior politi-
cal leader Ghulam Nabi Azad
Saturday indicated that he would
not be contesting in the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections as he
would be campaigning for the
candidates of  his newly formed
Democratic Progressive Azad
Party (DPAP) candidates.

Azad, who has refrained from
contesting Lok Sabha elections
after his defeat in 2014 Lok
Sabha polls, asked his party
men to gear up as 2024 would
be the election year for Jammu
and Kashmir.

Talking to reporters on the
sidelines of  a function in
Nagrota, Azad, who resigned
from Congress after decades of
association, also appealed to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to resolve the issues of  agitating
farmers ‘once for all’ as the
protest is neither good for the gov-
ernment nor the farmers.

“Parliament election is 100
per cent taking place on its time
and I can only guess about the
Assembly polls (in J&K) as I
have no contact with the Election
Commission or government. But
it (Assembly elections) has to
take place as the Supreme Court
has set a deadline of  September.”

Asked whether he would be
contesting himself  in the up-
coming Lok Sabha elections,
Azad said, “I have to campaign
for my party (candidates) and
if  I contest, I will be held up at
one place.”

After breaking away from the
Congress in August 2022, Azad
formed his own party in the
Jammu region. Political ana-
lysts claim that Azad, who has
a vote bank in the south of  Pir
Panjal areas like Doda, Kishtwar,
Baderwah and Poonch, will be
able to divide the votes of
Opposition party candidates.

‘Raebareli will remain with Gandhi family’
IT IS BEING SPECULATED IN MEDIA REPORTS THAT WITH SONIA GANDHI STEPPING AWAY, HER

DAUGHTER PRIYANKA GANDHI MAY CONTEST FROM RAEBARELI

Tight security ahead of PM’s J&K visit 
Security forces conduct

search for possible 
cross-border tunnels

Azad hints at not
contesting LS polls

UP renovates 300 temples under spiritual tourism policy

After breaking away
from the Congress in
August 2022, Azad
formed his own party 
in the Jammu region

Cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar with wife Anjali and daughter Sara visits a cricket bat manufacturing unit at Charsoo, in Pulwama district, Saturday. PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Varanasi, Feb 17: On the sec-
ond day of  the Uttar Pradesh
leg of  his ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra’, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi Saturday said India is a
country of  love, not of  hatred,
and it will become weak due to
conflict among people.

“True patriotism is to unite the
country,” the former Congress
president said, addressing a gath-
ering in the Gudaulia area of
this temple town. Gandhi later
left for his Lok Sabha con-
st i tuency Wayanad from
Varanasi and will resume the
yatra from Uttar Pradesh’s
Prayagraj Sunday.

Earlier in the day, Gandhi,
Congress president in Uttar
Pradesh Ajay Rai and other party
leaders toured the in an open
jeep and also visited the Kashi
Vishwanath temple.

Gandhi also called a boy
named Rahul from the crowd
and asked him about the money
spent  on his  education.
Unemployment and inflation
are the only two issues in the
country right now, he added.

The former Congress presi-
dent also met with office bearers
of  the 'Sarva Seva Sangh'.

A senior member of  the Sarva
Seva Sangh Ram Dheeraj told
PTI: “Eight of  us met Rahul

Gandhi today. We briefed him
about the history of  the Sarva
Seva Sangh. He told us that if  the
Congress is voted to power, the
government would reconstruct
the demolished premises. He
also said the party will help the
organisation fight legal cases
in the courts.”

The yatra entered the state
Friday from Bihar at Chandauli,
where it halted for the night.

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav has said that he
would join the yatra in Raebareli.

The yatra will traverse
through Uttar Pradesh before
entering Rajasthan. The east-
to-west Manipur-Mumbai yatra
will traverse 6,700 km through
15 states and aims to highlight
the message of  'nyay' (justice)
while meeting common peo-
ple on the way. 

True patriotism is to
unite country: Rahul 



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, Feb 17: Several elec-
tronic gadgets were recovered
from the cells of  National
Security Act (NSA) detenues at
Dibrugarh Central Jail in Assam
Saturday.

Among the detenues are 10
members of  the radical group
'Waris Punjab De' (WPD), a pro-
Khalistani outfit, including its
chief  Amritpal and one of  his un-
cles. They have been jailed since
March 19 last year, following
their arrests under the NSA from
various parts of  Punjab during
a crackdown on the outfit.

Director General of  Police

GP Singh revealed that a search
of  the premises was conducted
by jail staff  based on intelli-
gence indicating unauthorised
activities. The search yielded
various electronic devices, such

as a smartphone with a SIM
card, a keypad phone, a TV re-
mote with a keyboard, a spycam
pen, pen drives, Bluetooth head-
phones, and speakers. The jail
staff  confiscated these items,
and investigations are under-
way to determine the source of
these "unauthorized articles and
mode of  induction."DGP Singh
posted on 'X' that additional
CCTV cameras were installed
in the public area of  the NSA
block following the receipt of
information about unauthorised
activities taking place there.
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The DMK government
has provided

appointment letters to 60,567
youth for various government
positions since the party came to
power in May 2021, and it has
planned to recruit 50,000 persons
in the next two years
MK STALIN | TN CM

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis will pay a two-day state visit
to India from February 21 with an aim to
further deepen the strategic partnership
between the two countries. It would be
the first visit to India by a head of state
of Greece to India after a gap of 15 years

GREEK PM TO VISIT INDIA 

y
y

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

In last 10 years,
India has
become an

example for the
world by ensuring
bank accounts for
every Indian under
Jan Dhan Yojana

RAM NATH KOVIND | FORMER PRESIDENT

of the
day uote 

The PM
SVANidhi
scheme has

restored the dignity
of street vendors
who are no longer
solely dependent on
informal credit channels where they
were forced to pay ‘exorbitant
interest rates’

HARDEEP SINGH PURI | UNION MINISTER

national
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Bhopal, Feb 17:
The buzz over senior Congress
leader Kamal Nath's possible
switch to the BJP grew louder
Saturday with the for mer
Madhya Pradesh Chief  Minister
saying if  there would be any
such thing, he would inform the
media first, and his son Nakul
Nath dropping Congress from
his bio on social media.

Congress leaders from Madhya
Pradesh, however, stressed on the
decades-old ties between Kamal
Nath and the party to dismiss the
speculation that he may cross
over to the BJP. Madhya Pradesh
Congress chief  Jitu Patwari re-
called how former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi had described Nath
as her "third son".

Nath arrived in the national
capital Saturday afternoon and
in his brief  interaction with re-
porters here, he asked them not
to get excited. Asked if  he is
joining the BJP, Nath said, "If
there would be any such thing,

I would inform you first." 
When a reporter asked if  he

was not denying a possible
switch, Nath said, "It is not about
denying, you are saying this,
you people are getting excited. I
am not getting excited, this side
or that side, but if  there would
be any such thing, I would inform
you first." 

Nath had been on a tour of
his bastion Chhindwara, from

where he had been an MP for
nine terms. His son Nakul Nath
won the seat in the 2019 polls,
even as the BJP swept the re-
maining 28 seats in the state.
Patwari dismissed the specula-
tion that the party veteran may
jump the ship to join the BJP.

Nath's colleague in the party
and former Madhya Pradesh
chief  minister Digvijaya Singh
also rubbished the rumours and
dubbed them a "media creation".
Patwari told reporters, "Can you
dream of  the third son of  Indiraji
(Gandhi) joining the BJP?" 

He said Nath stood behind the

Congress like a rock during the
bad patch when the government
led by him was toppled by
Jyotiraditya Scindia after joining
the BJP in March 2020. Digvijaya
Singh suggested that Nath who
started his political innings with
the Nehru-Gandhi family could
never leave the party.

"Don't get into the breaking
business. I spoke with Kamal
Nathji last night around 10.30
or 11. He is in Chhindwara. The
person who started his politi-
cal innings with the Gandhi and
Nehru family....He stood behind
the party when the entire Janata
Party and the then government
was sending (former PM) Indiraji
to jail," he told reporters in
Jabalpur.

"Can you believe that such a
man will leave Congress, Soniaji
and Indiraji family? You all
should not even think of  it," he
added. Meanwhile, adding to the
buzz about Kamal Nath's possi-
ble switch to the BJP, his MP son
Nakul Nath dropped Congress
from his bio on social media.

Nath in Delhi, son drops Congress from bio
Nath is said to be disgruntled over

not getting a Rajya Sabha berth and
also Rahul Gandhi is understood to be
upset with him since the party lost the
Assembly polls late last year

Nath was replaced as the party’s
Madhya Pradesh unit chief 

following its rout in the Assembly polls,
in which the BJP retained power winning
163 seats in the 230-member House 
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New Delhi, Feb 17: The Aam
Aadmi Par ty gover nment
Saturday won a trust vote in the
70-member Delhi Assembly with
Chief  Minister Arvind Kejriwal
claiming that his party has
emerged as the biggest chal-
lenger to the BJP, which "wants
to crush it by any means".

Kejriwal, who is also the na-
tional convener of  the AAP,
won the confidence motion with
the support of  54 MLAs and
said no legislator of  his party
defected. 

Out of  62 AAP MLAs in the
Delhi Assembly, 54 were present
in the House during the trust
vote, two were in jail, two oth-
ers were unwell, three were out
of  station and one was not pres-
ent due to a wedding in his fam-
ily, the AAP national convener
said.

Kejriwal had moved the mo-
tion of  confidence in  the
Assembly Friday and accused
the BJP of  trying to poach his
party's MLAs. 

Since seven of  the eight BJP
legislators were suspended for
the remainder of  the session
for allegedly interfering dur-
ing the Lieutenant Governor's
address Thursday, Leader of
Opposition Ramvir Singh

Bidhuri was the only opposition
MLA who was present in the
House during the trust vote.

He said there was no need for
the confidence motion as the
AAP government enjoys a ma-
jority in the House. "But the
chief  minister has lost the con-
fidence of  the people of  Delhi,"
Bidhuri said.

"There are many serious al-
legations of  corruption against
the government and it has failed
on many fronts. Kejriwal and his
minister Atishi are not coop-
erating with a police enquiry on
the BJP's complaint over their
MLA poaching allegations," the
Leader of  the Opposition said
in the House.

O n  h i s  p a r t ,  t h e  C h i e f
Minister said the AAP gov-
ernment has a majority in the
House but it needed to bring
the motion of  confidence be-
cause "the BJP was trying to
poach party MLAs" and topple
his government. 

Kejriwal claimed his party
will "free" the country from the
BJP in 2029 even if  the saffron
party wins the Lok Sabha polls
this year.

The AAP convener also al-
leged that the BJP was spread-
ing a ‘rumour’ that the Delhi
Assembly will be dissolved after
the Lok Sabha polls and the
city will be governed as a Union
Territory.

Kejriwal wins trust
vote in Delhi Assembly

Virudhunagar: Ten people including
four women were killed in an explosion
at a fireworks factory in this district
Saturday. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin directed two state ministers to
coordinate the rescue and relief activi-
ties. The Chief Minister said a sudden
explosion in a firecracker manufactur-
ing unit in Kundayiruppu village in
Vembakottai resulted in the death of
ten people - six men and four women.
He has directed State Revenue 
Minister K K S S R Ramachandran and
Labour Minister C V Ganesan to 
immediately rush to the spot and
ensure rescue and relief activities, 
an official release here said. 

10 killed in TN mishapGadgets recovered from NSA cell in Assam jail

Jamnagar: A court in Jamnagar in
Gujarat Saturday sentenced
renowned filmmaker Rajkumar
Santoshi to two years in jail and also
directed him to pay Rs 2 crore to the
complainant in a cheque return
case. Santoshi, a director, producer
and scriptwriter, is well known for
action movies. Senior Civil Judge VJ
Gadhvi sentenced Santoshi to two
years in jail and asked him to pay Rs
2 crore to the complainant, which is
double the amount he had taken
from the latter. The court then
allowed Santoshi's appeal for a 30-
day stay on the order to allow him
to appeal in a higher court. Ashok
Lal, an industrialist, in his
complaint, said he had lent Rs 1
crore to Santoshi to produce a film
against which the filmmaker gave
him 10 cheques of Rs 10 lakh each.
When the 10 cheques returned due
to lack of funds in the bank account,
Lal issued him a legal notice under
provisions of Negotiable
Instruments Act and approached
court in 2017 after Santoshi failed
to return the money.

Rajkumar Santoshi
jailed for two years 
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Wayanad (Kerala), Feb
17: The district-wide har-
tal called by the ruling LDF,
opposition UDF and BJP
Saturday to seek perma-
nent solutions to the
human-animal conflicts in
the region was total but
turned violent at Pulpally
with protesters damaging
a Forest department vehi-
cle and tying a cow that
was killed in a suspected
tiger attack atop it earlier
in the day.

T he har tal  was  an-
nounced by all the three
major political fronts
protesting against the in-
creasing number of  wild
animal attacks with the
latest being Friday when
Paul, an eco-tourism guide
of  the Forest department
was killed by a wild tusker
near Kuruva island.

As the agitators turned
violent, throwing bottles
and plastic chairs at the
officials, police resorted
to a lathi-charge injuring
many. The angry mob
raised slogans and booed
Congress MLAs T Siddique
and I C Balakrishnan who
tried to pacify the pro-

testers.
Protesters gathered in

large numbers with the
body of  Paul at Pulpally
town, seeking compensa-
tion and a permanent so-
lution for the issue. They
raised slogans seeking the
resignation of  Forest
Minister A K Saseendran
and against the Forest de-
partment.

As the situation turned
worse, Wayanad MP, Rahul
Gandhi, who is at Varanasi
as part of  his Baharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra, will reach his
constituency in the night,
senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh said on X.
"Rahul Gandhi's presence
is required urgently in
Wayanad. He is leaving this
evening from Varanasi at 5
PM. The Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra will resume at 3 PM
tomorrow, February 18th,
at Prayagraj," Ramesh
posted.

Meanwhile, the ADM
met the family of  Paul and
informed that a compen-
sation of  Rs ten lakh will
be handed over to the fam-
ily of  Paul. The district
administration also as-
sured a job for the wife of
Paul and to take care of
the educational needs of
his daughter.

Considering the volatile
situation, the district ad-
ministration has announced
prohibitory orders in re-
gions around Pulpally.
Earlier, during the protest,
the agitators placed a wreath
on the Forest department's
vehicle alleging that the of-
ficials were unable to 
protect  the life  and 
property of  the people.

Assam police personnel arrive at
the Central Jail to interrogate Waris
Punjab De Chief Amritpal Singh’s 
associate at NSA Cell, in Dibrugarh

Wayanad on the boil after
man killed in tusker attack
n The hartal was
announced by all
the three major
political fronts
protesting against
the increasing 
number of wild 
animal attacks

Kejriwal, who is also the
national convener of the
AAP, won the confidence

motion with the support of
54 MLAs and said no 

legislator of his 
party defected 
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The recognition of a
Palestinian state is not

a taboo for France. We owe it to
Palestinians, whose aspirations
have been trampled on for too
long. We owe it to Israelis, who
lived through the worst
antisemitic massacre of our time
EMMANUEL MACRON | PRESIDENT, FRANCE

Japan’s space agency Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency
(JAXA) announced the successful
launch of its new flagship rocket
Saturday, making it lucky, the third
time, for the H3 after years of delays
and two previous failed attempts

JAPAN’S SPACE MILESTONE
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Today more
people have
come to realize

that the absence of
cooperation is the
biggest risk. Those
who attempt to shut
China out in the name of de-risking
will make a historical mistake

WANG YI | FOREIGN MINISTER, CHINA

of the
day uote 

Afghan
women’s fear
of leaving

home
unaccompanied was
damning and
devastating but not
surprising. It seemed to be a
specific goal of the Taliban to
frighten women and girls out of
leaving their homes

HEATHER BARR | HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, UN

Dear friends,
unfortunately
keeping

Ukraine in the
artificial deficit of
weapons, particularly
in deficit of artillery
and long-range capabilities, allows
Putin to adapt to the current
intensity of the war

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY |
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

US, China talks
Munich: Top diplomats from
the US and China Friday held a
“candid and constructive”
discussion on issues vexing
their strained relations over
Taiwan, the situation in the
South China Sea, Russia’s war
against Ukraine and synthetic
opioids, the State Department
said. The meeting between US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi on the
sidelines of the Munich
Security Conference marked
the latest and highest-level
meeting between the two
sides since US President Joe
Biden and Chinese President
Xi Jinping held talks late last
year in California. State
Department spokesman
Matthew Miller said Blinken
emphasized the importance of
maintaining peace in the
Taiwan Strait as well as
expanding on nascent
counternarcotics efforts.
Blinken also raised concerns
about China’s support for
Russia’s defense industrial
base that Washington sees as
helping Moscow’s military
operations against Ukraine.

Deadliest shooting
in Iran in decades
Tehran: A 30-year-old man
gunned down 12 of his
relatives Saturday in a remote
rural area in southeast Iran,
the deadliest shooting
reported in decades. Head of
the justice department of the
province of Kerman, Ebrahim
Hamidi, told the semiofficial
ISNA news agency the
gunman opened fire on his
father, brother and other
relatives early morning in a
village because of family
disputes. The report, which
did not identify the assailant,
stated he used a Kalashnikov
assault rifle. Local media
report on occasional
shootings, but this attack has
had the highest death toll in
Iran, where citizens are only
legally allowed hunting rifles,
common in rural areas.

Pak arrests key
Taliban leader
Lahore: Police in Pakistan’s
Punjab province Saturday
claimed to have foiled a major
terror plot by arresting seven
terrorists, including a key
Taliban commander. The
spokesman for the Counter
Terrorism Department (CTD)
of Pakistan’s Punjab Police
said that it conducted several
intelligence-based operations
in different districts of the
province and arrested seven
suspected terrorists with
weapons, explosives and
other prohibited materials. He
said that Husnain Moaviya, a
key commander of Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) had
been arrested in Bahawalpur,
some 400 kms from Lahore.

SHORT TAKES

international
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Islamabad, Feb 17: A senior
Pakistani bureaucrat has stirred
a hornet’s nest by alleging wide-
spread rigging aided by the ju-
diciary and top election body in
last week’s poll against jailed
former prime minister Imran
Khan’s party.

As Rawalpindi Commissioner
Liaquat Ali Chattha resigned
from his post, taking the “re-
sponsibility for all this wrong-
doing,” Chief  Justice of  Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa termed his
allegations as “baseless”.

The Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) strongly rejected
it and Khan’s rival party, the
Pakistan Muslim League-N
(PML-N) called it a case of  “po-
litical allegiance” dictating the
bureaucrat’s claims.

Khan, however, claimed that
the “incriminating” confession
served as “a stark revelation of
the countrywide systematic ma-
nipulation of  election results
where PTI’s significant leads
were deceitfully tampered into
losses.”

More than eight days after
voting took place for the gen-
eral elections, there is still no clar-
ity on which party would form
the government at the Centre.

Independent candidates – a
majority of  them backed by
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) – won 93 of  the 265 National
Assembly seats and the party,
which has been alleging rigging
right from the polling day, has
embarked on a nationwide protest
against “stealing of  its mandate.”

PTI’s two main rivals, former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif ’s
PML-N and Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari’s Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) formed a post-poll alliance

earlier this week.
Chattha told reporters that

the candidates who were “los-
ing” the elections “were made
to win.”

“I am taking the responsibil-
ity for all this wrongdoing and
telling you that the Chief  Election
Commissioner and the Chief
Justice are also completely in-
volved in this,” Dawn.Com
quoted him as saying.

The bureaucrat said there was
“pressure” on him to the extent
that he contemplated suicide
but then resolved to present mat-
ters before the public and said,
“It is my request to the entire bu-
reaucracy to not do anything
wrong for all these politicians.”

He was arrested soon after.
CJP Isa said hurling “base-

less allegations” without any

truth or evidence to back
them up “does not hold any
weightage.”

“Someone can blame me for

theft or murder tomorrow. If
hurling allegations is your right,
give me evidence along with it
too,” he said but at the same
time hinted that he may not ini-
tiate contempt proceedings over
the allegations. “I am against
contempt myself. It’s not about
me but the institution.”

The ECP, in a press statement,
“strongly rejected” the allega-
tions and said, no official of  the
election commission ever issued
any instructions regarding
changing the election results to
Commissioner, Rawalpindi.

“Neither is the commissioner
of  any division ever appointed
as a District Returning Officer,
Returning Officer or Presiding

Officer nor do they ever play a
direct role in the conduct of  elec-
tions,” the ECP said and added,
the matter would, however, be in-
vestigated.

Imran Khan applauded the
“incriminating confession by
the  Commissioner  of
Rawalpindi,” which he said con-
firmed “robbing PTI of  at least
13 National Assembly seats in
Rawalpindi Division alone.”

“His statement serves as a
stark revelation of  the coun-
trywide systematic manipula-
tion of  election results where
PTI’s significant leads were de-
ceitfully tampered into losses,”
said a post on Khan's official X
handle.

POLITICAL
TURMOIL PAK POLLS ‘RIGGED’

PAKISTAN’S CEC, CHIEF JUSTICE INVOLVED IN POLL-RIGGING, ALLEGES SENIOR BUREAUCRAT AS HE RESIGNS

High alert as Khan’s party plans stir
Authorities Saturday imposed prohibitory orders here in Pakistan’s

capital as jailed former prime minister Imran Khan’s party began
nationwide protests against alleged rigging and stealing of its mandate
in the recent elections. Criticising the outcome of the polls, which saw
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party-backed independent candidates
emerging as the largest group by winning over 90 National Assembly
seats, the PTI announced holding countrywide “peaceful protests”
against what it termed “record-high rigging”. The party has decided to
sit in the Opposition in Parliament. “The PTI has called for country-wide
protests against the unprecedented, massive, brazen rigging in general
elections 2024, where PTI’s win of 180 National Assembly seats and a
two-thirds majority in the parliament, was cut down to half,” the party
said in a statement. The Islamabad police have said that section 144 is
in force in the city and the security is on “high alert”, as the PTI is set to
begin its countrywide protests, the Dawn newspaper reported.

Nawaz’s sacrifice for his daughter
Nawaz Sharif sacrificed his ambition to become Pakistan’s prime

minister for a record fourth term and nominated his younger
brother Shehbaz Sharif for the plum post as the powerful Army gave
him two options either to choose the premiership or leave it to allow his
daughter to become the chief minister of Punjab, according to party
insiders. The nomination of Shehbaz Sharif for the slot of prime
minister by the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz supremo Nawaz Sharif
has stirred quite a debate among the PML-N ranks who are questioning
why the 74-year-old three-time premier was “sidelined” despite the
earlier announcement on the premiership. 

Stabbing the country
in its back does not let

me sleep. I should be
punished for the injustice
I have done and others
who were involved in this
injustice should also be
punished
LIAQUAT ALI CHATTHA | 
SENIOR BUREAUCRAT, PAKISTAN

Pak downgraded to
‘authoritarian regime’

Pakistan becomes the only
Asian country to be

downgraded to an “authoritarian
regime”, registering the greatest
deterioration of any country in
the region classified as
“Australia and Asia”, according
to the Economist Intelligence
Unit’s (EIU) Democracy Index
2023 report. It has been
reclassified from a “hybrid
regime” to an “authoritarian
regime”, as per reports. The EIU
Democracy Index provides a
snapshot of the state of
democracy in 165 independent
states and two territories. Calling
it “disappointing”, Pakistan
Institue of Legislative
Development and Transparency
(Pildat) Ahmed Bilal Mehboob,
said, “This is a very disappointing
development as Pakistan has
scored the lowest since 2017 and
our category has also been
downgraded from a hybrid regime
to an authoritarian regime.”
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London, Feb 17: An Indian-ori-
gin man has been sentenced to
life imprisonment by a court
here for murdering a woman 30
years ago after he was connected
to the brutal killing through his
strand of  hair found at the crime
scene.

Sandip Patel, 51, was found
guilty of  the murder of  Marina
Koppel by stabbing her at least
140 times at her flat in the
Westminster area of  London in
1994 and sentenced at the Old
Bailey court in the city Friday.

The Metropolitan Police said
innovative work by its forensics
team on his hair found on a ring
worn by Koppel finally brought
Patel to justice all these years
later.

“This was a great team effort
with the forensic scientists, fin-
gerprint experts, the forensic
manager and the investigating
team all playing their part in
solving Marina’s murder,” said
Dan Chester,  Operational
Forensic Manager and the Met
Police's Forensic Lead for Cold
Case Homicide Investigations.

“Forensic techniques and tech-
nologies are constantly evolv-
ing, and the police will continue
to review serious unsolved cases
and, where possible, pursue new
opportunities to enable both the
prosecution of  those responsible
and to exonerate the innocent.
This includes cases specifically
related to violence against
women,” he said.

Marina, who was 39 at the time
of  her death, lived and worked in
her flat during the week and
spent time with her husband in
Northampton during the week-
end. It was an unconventional re-
lationship as Marina worked as
a masseuse and occasional sex
worker, but the two were hap-
pily married, the court heard. 

PIO jailed for life
over 30-year-old
murder in UK

AGENCIES

Moscow,  Feb  17 : Alexei
Navalny's spokesperson con-
firmed Saturday that the Russian
opposition leader had died at a
remote Arctic penal colony and
said he was “murdered," but it
is unclear where his body is.

An official note handed to
Navalny’s mother stated that he
died at 2:17 pm local time Friday,
Kira Yarmysh said. She added
that an employee of  the prison
colony said that Navalny’s body
was taken to the nearby city of
Salekhard as part of  a probe
into his death. She demanded
that his body be handed over to
his family.

When a lawyer and Navalny’s
mother visited the morgue in
Salekhard,  i t  was closed,
Navalny’s team said, writing on
their Telegram channel. The
lawyer called the morgue and
was told that Navalny’s body is
not there, his team said.

“We demand that Alexey
Navalny's body be handed over
to his family immediately,”
Yarmysh wrote on X, previously
Twitter. The cause and the cir-
cumstances of  Navalny’s death
Friday remain largely unclear.

Russia’s Federal Penitentiary

Service reported
that Navalny
felt sick after
a walk and
became un-
conscious
at the penal
colony in
the town of
Kharp, in the
Yamalo-
Nenets region
about 1,900 kilo-
metres (1,200 miles)
northeast of  Moscow. An am-
bulance arrived, but he couldn’t
be revived. The cause of  death

is still “being estab-
lished,” it said.

Maria Pevchikh,
head of  the board
of  Navalny’s
Anti-Corruption
Foundation,
said that the op-
position leader

would “live on
forever in millions

of  hearts.”
“Navalny was mur-

dered. We still don’t know
how we’ll keep on living, but to-
gether, we’ll think of  something,”
she wrote on X.

Navalny’s body missing from morgue
TRIBUTES REMOVED 
AS POLICE LOOK ON
Floral tributes to Alexei Navalny,

President Vladimir Putin’s
fiercest foe who died Friday in a
Russian penal colony, were
removed overnight by groups of
unknown people while police
watched, videos on Russian social
media channels show. More than
100 people were detained in eight
cities across Russia after they
came to lay flowers in memory of
Navalny, according to OVD-Info, a
group that monitors political
repression in Russia. Russia’s
prison service said in the Arctic
penal colony where he was serving
a 19-year sentence. On Saturday,
police blocked access to a
memorial in the Siberian city of
Novosibirsk and detained several
people, OVD-Info said. Videos and
photos shared on Russian social
media channels showed flowers
being cleared from monuments to
victims of Soviet-era repressions
across Russia. In Moscow, flowers
were removed overnight from a
memorial near the headquarters of
Russia’s Federal Security Service
by a large group while police
looked on, a video showed. But by
morning more flowers had
appeared. 

The
news of Putin’s

fierce critic Alexei
Navalny death comes less

than a month before an
election that will give

Putin another six
years in power
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United Nations, Feb 17: The
Islamic State extremist group
poses a rising threat amid po-
litical instability in West Africa
and the Sahel and remains intent
on carrying out attacks abroad,
the UN counter-terrorism chief
has said.

Vladimir Voronkov reiterated
UN findings that IS continues
to pose a significant threat to
international peace and secu-
rity, especially in conflict zones,
despite significant progress by

UN member nations in coun-
tering the threat. The group has
also increased operations in its
former strongholds in Iraq and
Syria as well as Southeast Asia,
Voronkov said.

Voronkov told the UN Security
Council that in West Africa and
the Sahel, a broad region cut-
ting across the continent, the
situation has deteriorated “and
is becoming more complex,” as
local ethnic and regional dis-
putes cross with the agenda and
operations of  the extremist
group, which is also known by

its Arabic name Daesh, and its
affiliates.

“Daesh affiliates continued
to operate with increasingly
more autonomy from the Daesh
core,” he said, warning that if
this trend persists there is a risk
“that a vast area of  instability
may emerge from Mali to the
borders of  Nigeria.”

Natalia Gherman, executive di-

rector of  the UN Counter-
Terrorism Committee Executive
Directorate, said: “They are ex-
ploiting the political instability
and expanding their radius of  in-
fluence, their operations and
territorial control in the Sahel,
with growing concerns for coastal
West Africa.”

Voronkov, who heads the
U N  O f f i c e  o f  C o u n t e r -

Terrorism, said countering
the threat of  terrorism in
Africa remains a priority for
his office. Gherman said that
“enduring challenges persist
i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a n d
Southeast and Central Asia,
with indications that Daesh
is attempting to resurge in
those sub-regions as well.”

In Iraq, they are carrying out
“a low-intensity insurgency with
covert terrorist cells” while in
Syria attacks have intensified
since November, the experts said.

In positive developments,
Voronkov pointed to the group’s
prolonged delay in naming a
new leader after the previous
leader was killed, saying this
“is assessed to reflect internal
challenges and difficulties in
ensuring the new leader’s secu-
rity.”

In countries such as Indonesia,
Malaysia ,  Eg ypt ,  and
Mozambique, he said, terrorist
activity by Islamic State affiliates
“has been reduced by effective
counter-terrorism efforts by
member states.”

Government efforts to tackle
IS financing are also continu-
ing to produce results, Voronkov
said. “Daesh’s financial reserves
are currently estimated between
$10 million and $25 million, down
from hundreds of  millions a few
years ago,” the UN undersecre-
tary-general said.

IS poses rising threat in Africa despite progress: UN experts
The Islamic State group broke away from Al-Qaida over
a decade ago and attracted supporters from around the

world. Despite its defeat in Iraq in 2017 and in Syria 
two years later, UN experts said last month that 
there are still between 3,000 and 5,000 fighters

The African continent
now accounts for

almost half of terrorist acts
worldwide, with central
Sahel accounting for about
25 per cent of such attacks
NATALIA GHERMAN | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
UN COUNTER-TERRORISM COMMITTEE

REUTERS

New York, Feb 17: Donald
Trump must pay $354.9 million
in penalties for fraudulently
overstating his net worth to dupe
lenders, a New York judge ruled
Friday, handing the former US
president another legal setback
in a civil case that imperils his
real estate empire.

Justice Arthur Engoron, in a
sharply worded decision, opens
new tab issued after a contentious
three-month trial in Manhattan,
also banned Trump, who is run-
ning to regain the presidency
this year, from serving as an of-
ficer or director of  any New
York corporation for three years.
Trump’s lawyer Alina Habba
vowed to appeal.

Engoron canceled his prior
ruling from September order-
ing the “dissolution” of  com-
panies that control pillars of
Trump’s real estate empire, say-
ing Friday that this was no longer
necessary because he is ap-
pointing an independent moni-
tor and compliance director to
oversee Trump’s businesses.

Trump and the other defen-
dants in the case, Engoron wrote

in the ruling, “are incapable of  ad-
mitting the error of  their ways.”

“Their complete lack of  con-
trition and remorse borders on
pathological,” Engoron wrote.
“Instead, they adopt a ‘See no
evil, hear no evil, speak no evil’
posture that the evidence belies.”

The lawsuit brought by New
York Attorney General Letitia
James accused Trump and his
family businesses of  overstat-
ing his net worth by as much
$3.6 billion a year over a decade
to fool bankers into giving him
better loan terms. 

In posts on his social media
platform, Trump called Engoron
“crooked,” James “corrupt” and
the case against him “ELEC-
TION INTERFERENCE” and a
“WITCH HUNT.” “This ‘deci-
sion’ is a Complete and Total
SHAM,” Trump wrote. “We can-
not let injustice stand.”

Trump hit with $354.9mn fine,
3-yr ban in NY civil fraud case
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A lingering agitation
will cause `500 crores

economic loss daily and will
have an impact on Q4 Gross
State Domestic Product (GSDP)
of northern states majorly
Punjab, Haryana and Delhi
SANJEEV AGRAWAL | PRESIDENT, PHD CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

With the aim of providing
fishermen with an e-market
platform, the Department of
Fisheries will sign a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with Open
Network for Digital Commerce
(ONDC) February 19

FISH MARKET UNDER
ONDC SOON
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The Ministry
will be coming
out with a draft

request for proposal
(RFP) and share it
with industry and,
after seeking their
views, come out with the final RFP.
We intend to take up these projects
on very high priority

AMRIT LAL MEENA | UNION COAL SECRETARY

of the
day uote 

The spike in US
bond yields
triggered by

the higher-than-
expected consumer
price inflation led to
sustained selling by
FPIs in the cash market

VK VIJAYAKUMAR | CHIEF INVESTMENT

STRATEGIST, GEOJIT FINANCIAL SERVICES

The Union
Environment
Ministry has

given clearance to
the Vadhavan Port
project. We are soon
going to get cabinet
approval (for the project)

SARBANANDA SONOWAL |
PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS MINISTER

Pernod Ricard
sales surge 4%
New Delhi: French spirit maker
Pernod Ricard has reported a
4 per growth in sales in the
Indian market during the first
half of the current financial
year. The company, which
follows July to June fiscal year,
has witnessed a “strong
market demand for spirits” in
India, according to the latest
earnings statement from
Pernod Ricard. Moreover, a
“strong growth” is expected in
the second half (January to
June 24) from India, which is
the second largest market
globally for Pernod Ricard
after the US. 

Tax refund for LIC
New Delhi: Life Insurance
Corporation of India had
received refund orders for
Assessment Years 2012-13,
2013-14, 2014-15, 2016-17, 2017-
18, 2018-19 and 2019-20. The
total amount of refund was
`25,464.46 crore. In this regard,
the Income Tax Department
has released `21,740.77 crore
February 15. The Corporation is
pursuing the balance with the
Income Tax Department, LIC
said. LIC’s Profit after Tax (PAT)
for the nine months period
ended December 31, 2023 was
`26,913 crore.

Tiger Logistics
okays share split
New Delhi: Tiger Logistics India
Saturday announced splitting of
its shares in the ratio of 1:10 to
increase public participation in
the company’s shareholding.
The company said the move 
will increase liquidity of 
stock so that small
shareholders/investors can also
buy its shares. It has fixed Mach
4 as the record date to
subdivide each share having a
face value of `10 into 10 shares,
the logistics player said.

SHORT TAKES

business

AGENCIES

Munich, Feb 17: A group of  20
tech companies announced
Friday they have agreed to work
together to prevent deceptive
artificial-intelligence content
from interfering with elections
across the globe this year.

Signatories of  the tech accord,
which was announced at the
Munich Security Conference,
include companies that are build-
ing generative artificial intelli-
gence (AI) models used to create
content, including OpenAI,
Microsoft and Adobe. Other sig-
natories include social media
platforms that will face the chal-
lenge of  keeping harmful content
off  their sites, such as Meta
Platforms, TikTok and X, for-
merly known as Twitter.

The agreement includes com-
mitments to collaborate on de-
veloping tools for detecting mis-

leading AI-generated images,
video and audio, creating public
awareness campaigns to edu-
cate voters on deceptive content
and taking action on such con-
tent on their services.

Technology to identify AI-gen-
erated content or certify its ori-
gin could include watermark-

ing or embedding metadata, the
companies said.

The accord did not specify a
timeline for meeting the com-
mitments or how each company
would implement them.

“I think the utility of  this (ac-
cord) is the breadth of  the com-
panies signing up to it,” said

Nick Clegg, president of  global
affairs at Meta Platforms.

“It’s all good and well if  in-
dividual platforms develop new
policies of  detection, prove-
nance, labeling, watermarking
and so on, but unless there is a
wider commitment to do so in
a shared interoperable way,

we’re going to be stuck with a
hodgepodge of  different com-
mitments,” Clegg said.

Generative AI is already being
used to influence politics and
even convince people not to vote.

In January, a robocall using
fake audio of  US President Joe
Biden circulated  to  New
Hampshire voters, urging them
to stay home during the state’s
presidential primary election.

Despite the popularity of  text-
generation tools like OpenAI’s
ChatGPT, the tech companies
will focus on preventing harm-
ful effects of  AI photos, videos
and audio, partly because people
tend to have more skepticism
with text, said Dana Rao, Adobe’s
chief  trust officer, in an interview.

“There’s an emotional con-
nection to audio, video and
images,” he said. “Your brain
is wired to believe that kind
of  media.”

Tech giants come together to fight AI abuse in ’24 polls
OpenAI, Amazon.com Inc,

Google and 17 other major
players in AI have formed a
consortium to try to prevent it from
being used to deceive voters in
upcoming global elections

The rapid growth of generative
AI, which can create text,

images and video in seconds in
response to prompts, has
heightened fears that the new
technology could be used to sway
major elections this year, as more
than half of the world’s population
is set to head to the polls

REUTERS

New Delhi,  Feb 17: Atul
Jhunjhunwala, an exporter in the
Indian eastern city of  Kolkata,
is tearing his hair out, having just
lost another order due to the
Red Sea crisis that has jacked up
his shipping costs and times.

“Last week, I lost a big order
to a Polish competitor who does
not need to pay increased freight
rates,” said Jhunjhunwala, head
of  Binayak Hi Tech Engineering
which ships about 700 contain-
ers of  machinery tools, industrial
castings, and railway shed ma-
terials per year.

Turkish exporters were also
benefiting at the expense of
Indian companies, he said, adding
that he has also sent some orders
on to buyers at a loss after ab-
sorbing increased costs.

“No one can afford to lose buy-
ers with whom we have worked
for over decades,” he said.

Missile and drone attacks in the
Red Sea by Yemen’s Houthi mil-
itants, who say they are acting in
solidarity with Palestinians in the
Gaza war, have forced many
ocean freight firms to re-route ves-
sels away from the Suez Canal to
around the Cape of  Good Hope
on the southern tip of  Africa.

The crisis has begun to upend
global supply chains, with Chinese
exporters also stumbling in pain.
Many suppliers sign export deals
on a cost, insurance and freight
basis, making them responsible
for any increases in freight and
insurance costs.

In India, small exporters - who
account for 40% of  the coun-
try’s annual merchandise ex-
ports worth some $450 billion -
have warned that job losses have
started and could soar if  the at-
tacks, which began late last year,
become prolonged.

Even before the crisis, India’s
small exporters were operating
at very thin profit margins - typ-
ically between 3% and 7%, ac-
cording to industry estimates.

“Job losses are already visible
in India’s textile hub of  Tirupur
due to the Red Sea issue in south-
ern India where small exporters
are working at one-third of  their
capacity,” said KE Raghunathan,
a Chennai-based manufacturer
and national chairman of  the
Association of  Indian
Entrepreneurs.

He noted that longer shipping
times had led to less freight ca-
pacity and that the scarcity of
containers was becoming a big
problem for small exporters as
big export houses have booked
containers in bulk. The gov-
ernment should help small ex-
porters otherwise many of  them
would “perish”, he added.

Export organisations have for-
mally sought relief  from the
government which has formed
a trade ministry panel to mon-
itor the situation and consider
their requests for help.

“ONE OF THE WORST TIMES”
More than 80% of  India’s mer-

chandise trade with Europe and
the United States would nor-
mally take place via the Red Sea.
India exports roughly $8 billion

of  merchandise to Europe a
month and more than $6 billion
a month to the United States.

Textiles, engineering goods -
which comprise steel, machinery
and industrial parts - as well as
gems and jewellery are India’s
biggest sectors exporting to those
regions.

Re-routing via the Cape of
Good Hope has meant ships sail-
ing from India will often need an
extra 15-20 days before reaching
destinations in Europe, greatly
increasing costs.

For example, shipping a con-
tainer to Britain now costs
around $4,000 compared to $600
before the Red Sea crisis, Ashok
Kajaria, chairman at Kajaria
Ceramics told an analysts’ call
last month.

The Red Sea crisis comes only
a few years after the Covid-19
pandemic when freight rates
soared as supply chains snarled
and demand for goods jumped.
India’s small exporters have also
since been hit by weakening de-
mand for their goods as Western
economies grapple with high in-
flation levels.

RED SEA CRISIS

Small exporters suffer
as rivals nab business

RISING FREIGHT COSTS AND TRANSIT DELAYS HIT INDIA’S SMALL
EXPORTERS HARD, ERASING THIN MARGINS POST-RED SEA ATTACKS

Re-routing of ships squeezes
already thin margins

Small firms export 40% of 
India’s merchandise exports

Turkey, Poland gain as Indian
firms’ shipping costs soar

Job losses have emerged and
could jump if crisis prolonged

Turkey, a major
competitor for India’s

textiles exports in Europe,
poses a big risk to small
exporters due to its
locational advantage
AJAY SAHAI | DIRECTOR GENERAL,
FEDERATION OF INDIAN EXPORT
ORGANISATIONS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 17: The gov-
ernment has increased the au-
thorised capital of   state-run
Food Corporation of  India (FCI)
from ̀ 10,000 crore to ̀ 21,000 crore
to enhance the operational ca-
pabilities and fulfill its mandate
effectively, the Food Ministry
said Saturday.

FCI is the central govern-
ment’s nodal agency that un-
dertakes procurement of  food-
grains at a minimum support
price (MSP) to protect the in-
terest of  farmers. It also main-
tains strategic stocks and dis-
tributes the g rains under
different welfare schemes.

“The increase in authorized
capital is a significant step to-
wards enhancing the operational
capabilities of  FCI in fulfilling
its mandate effectively,” the min-
istry said in a statement.

FCI resorts to cash credit,
short-term loan, ways and
means etc. To match the gap in
the fund requirement. The in-
crease in the authorised cap-
ital will reduce the interest
burden, decrease the economic
cost and ultimately affecting
the government subsidy pos-
itively, it said.

With this infusion of  capital,
the FCI should also embark upon
modernizing its storage facilities,
improving transportation net-
works, and adopting advanced
technologies. 

These measures are essential
not only for reducing post-har-
vest losses but also for ensur-
ing efficient distribution of  food
grains to consumers, it added.

The Centre provides equity
to the FCI for working capital re-
quirement and for creation of
capital assets. The FCI is un-
dertaking a comprehensive ini-
tiative to create an integrated
IT system, leveraging existing in-
ternal and external systems.

Through the e-office imple-
mentation FCI is making efforts
towards a paperless office culture.

These initiatives of  integrated
IT solutions serving as the core
operational software for FCI,
should provide a single source
of  information and streamline
functions with a common digi-
tal backbone.

According to the ministry, the
FCI has taken several steps to en-
hance its efficiency including
construction of  cement roads,
roof  maintenance, illumination,
and weighbridge upgradation.

Besides, it has also purchased
lab equipment and developed a
software platform for quality
checking.

The government’s dual com-
mitment to MSP-based pro-
curement and investment in
FCI’s operational capabilities
signifies a collaborative effort
towards empowering farmers,
fortifying the agricultural sector,
and ensuring food security for the
nation, it said.

Authorised capital of
FCI gets a raise from
`10K-cr to `21K-cr 

REUTERS

Mumbai, Feb 17: India’s for-
eign exchange reserves snapped
a two-week gaining streak and
stood at $617.23 billion as of
February 9, coming off  a one-
month high, data from the cen-
tral bank showed Friday.

The reserves fell by $5.27 bil-
lion in the reporting week, their
steepest fall in a month, after
having risen by a total of  $6.36
billion in the prior two weeks.

The Reserve Bank of  India
(RBI) intervenes in the foreign
exchange market to curb excess
volatility in the rupee.

Changes in foreign currency
assets are caused by the RBI’s in-
tervention as well as the appre-
ciation or depreciation of  for-
eign assets held in the reserves.

Foreign exchange reserves
also include India's reserve
tranche posit ion in  the
International Monetary Fund.

In the week that the foreign ex-
change data pertains, the rupee
fell 0.1% against the dollar and
traded in a range of  82.8875 and
83.0700. The domestic currency
settled at 83.0150 Friday, little
changed for this week.

Forex kitty comes
off a month high

Patanjali’s Sumadhu app bags first prize
HYDERABAD: Ayurvedic
products maker, Patanjali’s
Sumadhu app has received 
the first prize for AI based
technology to test the purity
and quality of honey. The 
prize was awarded by National
Institute of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (NI
MSME) Hyderabad in the
national seminar on Scientific
Beekeeping organised by
Acharya Balkrishna. Patanjali
has launched Sumadhu app (Honey Traceability Management) to
measure the purity of honey from the hive to the packing of honey
boxes to the consumer with complete transparency. Acharya
Balkrishna said that there was participation of many institutions
and scientists from all over the country in this seminar, in which
many measures for the purity and quality of honey were
discussed. In this seminar, the AI based solution being used by
Patanjali was considered the best for the transparency and quality
of honey. Scientists and many institutions expressed their interest
in implementing it throughout the entire country.

AGENCIES

Mumbai, Feb 17: China’s largest
mobile phone maker, BBK Group,
is starting production of  its
Oppo, Vivo and Realme smart-
phones in partnership with
Indian manufacturers Dixon
Technologies and Karbonn
Group, said people with knowl-
edge of  the matter. 

This is partly owing to pres-
sure from the government to get
local partners and benefit from
the production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme for phone manu-
facturing, they said.

The move comes despite Oppo
and Vivo having a large smart-
phone plant each in India. These
make the entire range of  BBK
Group brands, such as Oppo,
Vivo, Realme, OnePlus and iQoo. 

Industry executives said
Chinese smartphone companies
are cautious about directly in-
vesting in their own plants for
capacity expansion after in-
creased scrutiny in the last few
years, ranging from alleged cus-
toms duty and income tax eva-
sion to money laundering. The
bank accounts had also been
frozen, forcing them to take legal
recourse to ensure business con-
tinuity. 

Investigations are ongoing.
Chinese companies came under
pressure in India following the
escalation in border tensions a
few years ago.

Two industry executives said
Vivo and Realme recently began
manufacturing a few handsets
through a plant owned by
Karbonn. 

Dixon is in the final stages of

signing with Oppo and Vivo for
contract manufacturing, ac-
cording to them. As of  now,
monthly production capacity
for Vivo and Realme in the
Karbonn plant is around one
million units, while the Dixon
production will be lower to begin
with, they said.

Since Oppo and Vivo did not
apply for PLI benefits, partner-
ing contract manufacturers that
have done so already will help
them become competitive, es-
pecially since competitor
Samsung is a PLI beneficiary,
an executive said. Oppo, Vivo,
Realme, Karbonn and Dixon did-
n’t respond to queries.

The Centre has been nudging
Chinese mobile phone compa-
nies to partner locally for pro-
duction and distribution, and
also appoint Indian executives in
senior management roles, as per
reports. The government wants
companies from that country to
undertake more value addition
in India, including the local man-
ufacture of  components.

Dixon managing director Atul
Lall told investors last month
that the company is in the final
stages of  talks with two large
global mobile phone brands. 

China’s giant BBK partners
local firms to make phones
The move comes despite Oppo and Vivo having 

a large smartphone plant each in India

SANY India participates in Odisha Buildcon Int’l Expo
BHUBANESWAR:
SANY India, a
leading
manufacturer of
construction
equipment, is
making a significant
impact at the
Odisha Buildcon
International Expo
in Bhubaneswar.
The event
scheduled from
February 15 to 18 at
Baramunda Ground, Bhubaneswar, will see SANY India’s unveiling of its latest
range of innovative construction equipment, underscoring its dedication to
being the catalyst for ‘Naye Bharat Ka Nirmata’, and strengthening its role as
a key contributor to India’s infrastructure growth. At the SANY India stall,
visitors will have the opportunity to explore state-of-the-art models,
including the SY215C-9 SPARC Excavator, SY140 Excavator, SY80C Excavator,
and STC500 Truck Crane. These cutting-edge machines epitomise SANY’s
commitment to delivering high-performance, reliable, and technologically
advanced solutions to the construction industry.
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REUTERS

New Delhi, Feb 17: India has re-
sumed imports of  Russian Sokol
oil after a two-month gap with at
least two refiners so far taking
deliveries of  the light sweet
crude in February, four trade
sources said and ship tracking
data showed.

India’s Hindustan Petroleum
Corp has bought Sokol oil from
a trader, the sources said. HPCL
is likely to pay for the oil in UAE
dirhams, three of  them added.

Indian state refiners had to stop
buying the grade last year after the
government advised them against
using Chinese yuan to pay for
Russian oil amid strained relations
between New Delhi and Beijing.

That led to more than 10 million
barrels of  unsold Sokol floating
in seaborne storages in one of
the biggest disruptions to Russian
oil trade since the West imposed
sanctions on Moscow over its mil-
itary actions in Ukraine.

AFTER 2-MONTH HIATUS

India resumes buying
Sokol oil from Russia
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rajkot, Feb 17: Yashasvi
Jaiswal’s dream sea-
son just got better
as  he  s ingle -
handedly seized
the initiative
from England
with a sizzling cen-
tury, putting India in
complete control at the end of
third day’s play in the third Test.

Jaiswal’s (104 r h, 133b, 9x4, 5x6)
second ton of  the series was
beautifully complemented by
Shubman Gill (65 batting, 120b,
6x4, 2x6), who curbed his natu-
ral aggression as India ended
the day at 196/2 in 51 available
overs. 

The left-handed opener, who
will be torch-bearer of  Indian
batting for the next decade, scored
his third Test hundred in only
seventh Test appearance before
the blazing blade was brought to

a halt by
back spasms that forced
him to retire.

The Jaiswal-Gill pair
added 155 runs in quick
time with the former
giving the English team
a test of  their own
medicine. The overall
lead swelled to 322
by stumps, after
Indian bowlers made
a splendid comeback, get-
ting last five England

wickets for only 29 runs
with visitors being
bowled out for 319.

Mohammed Siraj
(4/84) was brilliant
with his yorkers to
tail-enders while
Kuldeep Yadav (2/77)
compensated bril-

liantly
for Ravichandran Ashwin’s un-
fortunate withdrawal with two
quick wickets in the morning
session.

However it was Joe Root’s in-
discreet reverse ramp off  Jasprit
Bumrah which Jaiswal pouched
with less than a second’s reaction
time that turned the tables.

Rohit Sharma’s captaincy was
spot-on and the manner in which
he tweaked Jasprit Bumrah’s
field position at long-on to get Ben
Stokes dismissed off  Ravindra

Jadeja (2/51) spoke
volumes about his acu-
men.

India would be look-
ing to take a lead of  at

least 425 Sunday if  not 450
and have at least 125 overs to

bowl out England. With no
Ashwin available, India would

need a cushion of  more overs on
a deck that is still good for batting.
JAISWAL JAZZ

Jaiswal’s onslaught contin-
ued despite England frenetically
changing their bowling and field-
ing plans but none worked
enough to stop the Indian opener.
Having spotted a vacant off-side
field, Jaiswal brought out two
reverse sweeps off  Rehan Ahmed
for fours. 

However, his charge was halted
only after England brought back
Mark Wood for a short-ball ploy
yet again in the game with a
packed leg side field. 

Unfazed with England’s de-

ployments, Jaiswal dealt in sin-
gles once into his 90s and brought
up his third century of  fledg-
ling career with a four off  Wood.
However, the left-handed opener
had to retired hurt close to the
end of  the play for being unable
to deal with back spasms. 

Jaiswal not only took the wind
out of  England’s aspirations but
also consolidated India’s grip
on the contest, having lost Rohit
Sharma (19) cheaply in the sec-
ond session. 

At the other end, Gill put be-
hind the disappointment of  the
first-innings duck with a fifth
half  century,  countering
England’s ploy of  a packed on-side
field with up to six fielders placed
and Wood bowling into his body. 

India’s task was to preserve
wickets and build their lead,
given the amount of  time left in
the game and surface here being
benign so far.

Additionally, Rohit’s early dis-

missal with their overall lead
not being big enough would have
provided some concerns but all
that was banished by the pair of
Jaiswal and Gill with their un-
beaten 155-run stand for the sec-
ond wicket. 
KULDEEP’S RIPPER

Kuldeep, who was hit for plenty
by Ben Duckett on second day,
found his mojo, bowling splen-
didly through the first session of
the day which kept a leash on
England, while also accounting
for Jonny Bairstow with an un-
playable delivery.

Bairstow moved deep into the
crease but was pinned in front
of  the wickets with one that
turned sharply into him from
outside the off.

Bumrah then accounted for
Root (18) for the ninth time in 21
innings, as former skipper’s
shocking dismissal — a reverse
ramp to second slip — once again
exposed the bizarreness of  the
ultra aggressive approach. 

Having struggled to score
freely in the first session, England
resorted to go all-out post lunch
but the ploy backfired horren-
dously. Jadeja had Stokes (41)
before getting rid of  Tom Hartley. 

For Ben Foakes, a delivery
from Siraj slowed a little bit off
the surface for an easy grab for
Rohit at mid-on. The India pacer
wasted no time in cleaning up
tail-enders Ahmed and Anderson
to bring up a four-for, with
England rolling over for 319 from
290/5 at lunch.

BRIEF SCORES
India 445 & 196/2 (Yashasvi

Jaiswal 104 r h, Shubman Gill 65
batting; Tom Hartley 1/42);
England 319 (Ben Duckett 153,
Ben Stokes 41; Mohammed Siraj
4/84, Ravindra Jadeja 2/51,
Kuldeep Yadav 2/77). Match to
continue.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rajkot ,  Feb  17 :  Pacer
Mohammed Siraj is surprised
that a well-set Joe Root preferred
to play a reverse ramp shot off
Jasprit Bumrah and ended up los-
ing his wicket to hand India ad-
vantage in the third Test here
Saturday.

Root was batting at 18, hav-
ing spent almost an hour at the
crease. Trying to improvise, Root
attempted a reverse ramp over
the slip only to find Yashasvi
Jaiswal at second slip.

His partnership with centurion
Ben Duckett (153) was steady
but after his dismissal England
could not add even 100 runs to the
total. The visitors conceded a
huge 126-run lead. 

“Ben Duckett’s partnership
was growing with Root, if  he
had played a little more, then it
would have been difficult for us.
But suddenly he played that shot
which didn’t look (like one) to be
played,” Siraj said during media
interaction after the day’s play. 

“But it turned out good for us
and after that (Ben) Foakes and
Ben Stokes had a good partner-

ship, and then Stokes played a
shot (which got him out) and we
got into the game from there,” he
added. 

The pitch here at the Niranjan
Shah Stadium has not developed
enough cracks yet for the spin-
ners to have a bigger say but
Siraj said they will have an im-
pact. “Spinners will obviously be
effective in the fourth innings be-
cause the ball is turning. Not
all six delivers (in an over) are
turning but one odd one is.  You
can get wickets if  you bowl with
patience at one spot. 

“Today we did not try any-
thing apart from bowling at the
stumps. Had we tried more,
maybe we would not have got
the wickets,” Siraj said.

Duckett praises Jaiswal 
Duckett Saturday called India’s

Yashasvi Jaiswal a “superstar in
the making” but said his side
deserves credit for inspiring
players in the opposition camp
to bat aggressively in Test cricket.

Jaiswal dished out his own
version of  England’s much
talked-about ‘Bazball’ approach
of  run-making in Test cricket
before retiring hurt due to back
spasms. The Indian opener
shifted gears all of  a sudden in
the final session. 

“When you see players from
the opposition playing like that,
it almost feels like we should
take some credit that they’re
playing differently than how
other people play Test cricket,”
Duckett told the media during a
press conference here.

“We saw it a bit in the summer
and it’s quite exciting to see
other players and other teams are
also playing that aggressive style
of  cricket. He looks like a su-
perstar in the making, unfortu-
nately he’s in some very good
form at the moment. He’s due a
couple of  low ones,” Duckett
said while making a tongue-in-
cheek remark.

Siraj surprised by Root’s
shot selection off BumrahYashasvi rocks England 

OPENER’S CENTURY PUTS INDIA IN CRUISE CONTROL IN THE THIRD
TEST AS INDIA’S LEAD SWELLS TO 322 BY STUMPS ON DAY 3 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shah Alam (Malaysia), Feb
17: India kept alive hopes of
winning a first-ever gold in
Badminton Asia  Team
Championships (BATC) after
the women shuttlers progressed
to their maiden final with a 3-2
win over two-time former cham-
pions Japan in a thrilling semi-
final here Saturday.

The World No.23 pair of
T reesa  Jol ly  and Gayatri
G o p i ch a n d ,  Wo rl d  N o. 5 3
Ashmita Chaliha and 17-year-old
Anmol Kharb registered stun-
ning wins in the first doubles
and second and deciding sin-
gles to take India through to
the summit clash. India will
face Thailand in the final Sunday.
India had won two bronze
medals in men’s team event in
the 2016 and 2020 editions.

Though Japan were without
their  World  No.4  Akane
Yamaguchi, the World No.7 pair
of  Yuki Fukushima and Sayaka
Hirota and World No.8 combi-
nation of  Mayu Matsumoto and
Wakana Nagahara, they were
still a formidable side, making
it tough for India.

Returning from a long injury
layoff, Sindhu had enjoyed wins
against China’s Han Yue and

Hong Kong’s Lo Sin Yan Happy
but she couldn’t produce her best
against the left-handed Aya Ohori,
going down 13-21, 20-22 in the
first singles to peg India back.

Treesa and Gayatri, playing the
first doubles, dished out a su-
perlative performance to outwit
World No.6 Nami Matsuyama
and Chiharu Shida 21-17, 16-21,
22-20 in a 73-minute contest as
India drew level at 1-1.

Up against former World
Champion Nozomi Okuhara,
who is currently ranked 20, the

left-handed Ashmita produced an
aggressive game, using her over-
head cross drops and jump
smashes to good use, to record
a shocking 21-17, 21-14 win to
hand India a 2-1 lead.

With Tanisha Crasto suffer-
ing a niggle, Sindhu then paired
up with Ashwini Ponnappa but
they couldn’t get across the World
No.11 pair of  Rena Miyaura and
Ayako Sakuramoto, losing 14-
21, 11-21 in 43 minutes.

With the five-match rubber
evenly poised at 2-2, Anmol was

handed the responsibility of
taming World No.29 Natsuki
Nidaira, and the Indian once
again lived up to the expecta-
tion, claiming a 21-14, 21-18 win
in 52 minutes.

In the final, India will have
their task cut out against Thailand,
who are without World No.13
Ratchanok Intanon and World
No.16 Pornpawee Chochuwong.
Their singles will be spearheaded
by World No.17 Supanida
Katethong and World No.18
Busanan Ongbamrungphan.

India women enter their maiden BATC final
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Busan (S Korea), Feb 17: The
Indian men’s team secured a
comfortable 3-0 victory over
Chile to open its World Table
Tennis Team Championships
campaign on a winning note
here Saturday. Star Indian pad-
dler Sharath Kamal, ranked 95,
started off  the proceedings in
dominant fashion, racing to 11-
5, 11-8, 11-6 win over World No.53
Nicholas Burgos.

India’s top-ranked paddler and
reigning national champion
Harmeet Desai continued the mo-
mentum, beating the lowly-ranked
Gustavo Gomez for a facile 11-8, 11-
7,  11-6 win. G Sathiyan was
stretched in the first game by
Olivares Felipe but the Indian pad-
dler battled it out to seal the tie with
a 12-10, 11-8, 11-8 victory.

The win has taken India (2
points) to third position in Group
3 behind South Korea (4 points)
and Chile (3 points), who have
played two ties each. The Indian
men’s team will take on Poland
Sunday followed by South Korea
on Monday and New Zealand
Tuesday. The Indian women’s
team will also be in action
Sunday against Hungry. 

India thrash Chile in
World TT Team
Championships opener

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 17: Biplab
Samantray scored a splendid
century (110, 217b, 12x4, 1x6) to
help Odisha post 440 in their
first innings before Delhi replied
strongly to reach 187/2 at stumps
on the second day of  their Ranji
Trophy Elite Group D encounter
in Delhi, Saturday.

Delhi, who are having a dis-
appointing season, had a strong
start to their innings with their
openers – Gagan Vats (66, 107b,
9x4) and Anuj Rawat (40, 59b,
6x4) – stitching 67 runs.

Sunil Raul (1/44) broke the
stand cleaning up Rawat. However,
Vats found an able ally in young
Yash Dhull (57 batting, 90b, 7x4,
1x6). The pair forged a 77-run
partnership for the second wicket.
They were looking good until an
unfortunate run-out ended Vats’
stay. Dhull and Ayush Badoni,
however, ensured the home team
of  no further damage. They had
already 43 runs for the unbeaten
third wicket stand before the um-

pires called off  the day’s play.
Earl ier,  Biplab  lost  his

overnight partner Subhranshu
Senapati (111) in the fourth over
of  the day giving Odisha, who re-
sumed the day on 314/4, an early
setback. However, the experi-
enced all-rounder found a solid
ally in Aasirwad Swain (46, 105b,
5x4) as the duo added a superb
111 runs for the sixth wicket.

When Aasirwad got out, Odisha
were 430/6. However they were
bowled out for 440 losing their last
five wickets for just 11 runs.
Debutant Sumit Mathur (4/97)
was standout among Delhi
bowlers, while Himmat Singh
(3/42) and Pranshu Vijayran (3/74)
shared six wickets between them.

Delhi respond strongly after
Biplab guides Odisha to 440

NEWS IN BRIEF
Jyothi rewrites own NR to win AIAC gold 

TEHRAN: Rising Indian sprinter Jyothi Yarraji
marginally bettered her own national record
(NR) by clocking 8.12s in the women’s 60m
hurdles to win gold medal at the Asian Indoor
Athletics Championships, here Saturday. The
2022 Asian Games silver medallist in the
100m hurdles had the previous best timing of
8:13s at the same event last year which had
earned her a runner-up finish. The 24-year-
old athlete topped her heat with a timing of
8:22s and in the final she did better to finish
ahead of Japan’s Asuka Tereda (8.21s). Lui Lai
Yiu of Hong Kong (8:26s) took the third place
on the podium. Jyothi is the reigning Asian

Outdoor champion in the 100m hurdles, having won the title in Bangkok last
year. She had returned with a silver in the 100m hurdles from Hangzhou
Asian Games after initially being disqualified.

Mehuli, Divyansh lose bronze battles
NEW DELHI: The Indian 10m air rifle mixed team pairing of Mehuli Ghosh and
Divyansh Singh Panwar went down 9-17 to Hungary’s Eszter Meszaros and
Istvan Peni in the bronze-medal match to finish fourth at the ISSF World Cup
10M in Granada, Spain Saturday. India continues to lead the standings with
four gold and 10 medals. Mehuli and Divyansh had earlier in the day shot a
combined 630.7 in the second qualification relay to earn the fourth place and
a shot at bronze. Germany’s Maximilan Dallinger and Anna Janssen won
gold in the event. Meanwhile, Nancy and Aishwary Tomar finished 16th in
the same event with a tally of 627.6. In the mixed team air pistol Rhythm
Sangwan and Ujjwal Malik shot 573 to finish in eighth position while Manu
Bhaker and Ravinder Singh shot 568 to end in 19th place.

Bronze for Pranati 

CAIRO: Indian gymnast Pranati
Nayak clinched the bronze medal in
the women’s vault event at the FIG
Apparatus World Cup, a Paris
Olympics qualifying event, here
Saturday. The 28-year-old Pranati
scored an aggregate of 13.616
points to stand on the podium.
Another Indian in the final round,
Dipa Karmakar signed off in the fifth
spot in the eight-women final with a
score of 13.383. Democratic People’s
Republic Korea’s An Chang-Ok
snatched the gold with a score of
14.233 while Bulgarian gymnast
Valentina Georgieva took home the
silver. She had the same points
(13.616) as Pranati but finished
ahead of the Indian on technicality.
Pranati, thus, became only third
Indian woman to win a medal at the
FIG World Cup after Aruna Budda
Reddy (2018) and Dipa (2018).

Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand

SHUBMAN GILL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rourkela, Feb 17: Forward
Vandana Katariya scored from
a penalty corner to help the
Indian women’s hockey team
stun World No.3 Australia 1-0 in
the  FIH Pro  Lea gue here
Saturday.

Katariya scored in the 34th
minute as World No.9 India reg-
istered their second win of  the
tournament and also avenged
last week’s 0-3 loss to Australia
in Bhubaneswar.

India found themselves under
pressure early in the first quar-
ter as Australia was awarded a
penalty corner in the third
minute. However, the Indian cap-
tain and goalkeeper Savita Punia
did well to keep the ball out. 

A few minutes later Jane
Claxton took a shot at goal but
it went on to hit the goalpost.
The first quarter was plenty of
action but ended without any
goals being scored.

The second quarter started
with India being awarded a
penalty corner early on but it
wasn’t converted. The Aussies
won their second penalty cor-
ner in the 20th minute but
failed to convert it. Both the
teams made plenty of  circle
entries but the first-half  ended
goalless.

India brought a whole new

level of  intensity to their game
in the third quarter and were
justly rewarded with a goal as
they broke the deadlock cour-
tesy a stunning goal from
Katariya who dived to put the ball
into the back of  the net off  a
penalty corner. 

Sangita Kumari, who was play-
ing her 50th international match,
won India yet another penalty
corner but it wasn’t converted.
The Indians were well in con-
trol of  the third quarter as it
ended 1-0 in favour of  the home
team.

Australia started the final
quarter with a penalty corner but
it was kept out. Navneet won
India another penalty corner in
the 52nd minute but it didn’t get
past the Australian defence. 

India continued to play a tight
defence. The Australians were
awarded a penalty corner with
just over a minute left to try and
take the game into a penalty
shootout but India successfully
reviewed the decision to have it
overturned. 

Another penalty corner was
awarded to Australia with just
about half  a minute left but it was
a botched attempt as India went
on to win their second game of
the tournament. 

I n d i a  w i l l  t a ke  o n  U S A
Sunday in their final match of
the home leg.

Eves pip Australia 
in FIH Pro League 

An Indian player dribbles during the match, while an Australian player tries
to keep up the pace during their match in Rourkela, Saturday
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