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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Retiring after winning!? What
kind of a strange tradition are

these cricketers starting!?

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 30: Senior
IAS officer Manoj Ahuja Sunday
took charg e  as  the  Chief
Secretary of  Odisha. He assumed
charge from Pradeep Kumar
Jena who retired from service
during the day at the Lok Seva
Bhawan here.

The previous
government had
extended the
tenure of  Jena,
who was slated
to retire from
services
December 31, 2023, by six months
till June 30.

“I relinquished charge of
@SecyChief  today at 3.30pm. I
welcome Manoj Ahuja, one of
my good friends from the 1990
batch (from my Kalahandi days)
my successor Sub-collector
Dharamgarh & I’m happy to
have been succeeded by him
today to  hold  the  post  o f
@SecyChief. Wish him all the
best,” Jena said in a post on X.

Soon after assuming charge of
the office of  Chief  Secretary,
Ahuja visited Lord Jagannath
temple in Puri and offered
prayers before ‘Patidians’ (replica
of  Lord Jagannath) as the deities
now stay on ‘Anasara’ (quaran-
tine) after taking bath on Snana
Purnima. The state Department
of  General Administration &
Public Grievance through a no-
tification Friday announced the
name of  Manoj Ahuja to suc-
ceed Jena as the new Chief
Secretary of  the state.

Ahuja takes charge
as Chief Secretary

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: Three
new criminal laws will come
into effect across the country
from Monday, bringing wide-
spread changes in India’s crim-
inal justice system and ending
colonial-era laws.

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) and the
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam
(BSA) will replace the British-era
Indian Penal Code (IPC), Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) and
the Indian Evidence Act (IEA),
respectively.

The new laws will bring in a
modern justice system, incor-
porating provisions such as Zero
FIR, online registration of  po-
lice complaints, summonses
through electronic modes such
as SMS and mandatory videog-
raphy of  crime scenes for all
heinous crimes.

They have tried to address
some of  the current social re-
alities and crimes and pro-
vide a mechanism to effec-
tively deal with these, keeping
in view the ideals enshrined 
in the Constitution, official
sources said.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who piloted the laws, said
the  new laws would  give  
priority to providing justice, un-
like the British-era laws that

gave primacy to penal action.
These laws are made by

Indians, for Indians and by an
Indian Parliament and marks
the end of  colonial criminal 
justice laws, he said.

Shah said the laws were not
just about changing the nomen-
clature but bringing about a
complete overhaul.

“Soul, body and spirit of  the
new laws is Indian,” he said.

Justice is an umbrella term
that encompasses both the vic-
tim and the culprit, the Home
Minister said and added these
new laws would ensure politi-
cal, economic and social justice
with an Indian ethos.

According to the new laws,
judgement in criminal cases
has to come within 45 days of
completion of  trial and charges
must be framed within 60 days

of  first hearing.
Statement of  rape victims

will be recorded by a female po-
lice officer in presence of  her
guardian or relative and medical
reports have to come within
seven days.

Organised crimes and acts of
terrorism have been defined,
sedition has been replaced with
treason and video recording of
all search and seizure have been

made mandatory.
A new chapter on crimes

against women and children
has been added, buying and sell-
ing of  any child has been made
a heinous crime and there is a
provision for death sentence or
life imprisonment for gang rape
of  a minor. 

The offences against women
and children, murder and of-
fences against the State have
been given precedence in the
new law.

Overlapping sections have
been merged and simplified and
there will be only 358 sections in
BNS against 511 in the IPC, the
sources said.

For example, definitions scat-
tered from sections 6 to 52 have
been brought under one section.
Eighteen sections already stand
repealed and four relating to
weights and measures are cov-
ered under the Legal Metrology
Act, 2009.

Instances of  false promise of
marriage, gang rape of  minors,
mob lynching, chain snatching,
etc are reported but the IPC did
not have specific provisions for
dealing with such incidents.
These have been addressed in
the BNS, the sources said.

A new provision has been
made for cases such as aban-
donment of  women after making
sexual relations on the false
promise of  marriage. More P3

CURTAINS ON BRITISH-ERA LAWS

New criminal laws in force
n Judgement in criminal cases within

45 days of completion of trial 

n Charges must be framed within 60
days of first hearing

n Statement of rape victims must be video
recorded by a female police officer

n Organised crimes and acts 
of terrorism defined

n Sedition replaced with treason

n Video recording of all search and
seizure mandatory

n Death sentence introduced for gang
rape of minor, mob lynching

n Specific provisions for crimes such
as false promise of marriage, chain
snatching

n Incidents can be reported by 
electronic communication

n Zero FIR can be filed at any police
station, regardless of jurisdiction

n Arrested individual can inform a person
of his choice about his or her situation

n Arrest details to be prominently 
displayed within police stations

n Forensic experts must visit crime
scenes for serious offences

n Women entitled to regular updates on
the progress of case within 90 days 

n Guaranteed free first-aid, medical
treatment to victims of crimes
against women and children

n Summonses can be served 
electronically

n Both accused and victim entitled to
receive details of case

n Courts can grant a maximum 
of two adjournments

n Mandatory implementation of 
witness protection schemes

n Definition of gender now includes
transgender

n Women, minors, senior citizen and
disabled exempt from attending
police stations

n Digital records to have same 
effects as paper records

n Community services introduced as
punishment 

KEY POINTS OF CHANGE

New Delhi: Gen Upendra Dwivedi,
who has vast operational
experience along the frontiers with
China and Pakistan, Sunday
assumed charge as the 30th Chief
of the Army Staff at a time India is
facing myriad security challenges

including along 
the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). 
Gen Dwivedi
succeeds Gen
Manoj Pande who
superannuated
after more than

four decades of service. He brings
with him, a wealth of experience
and a proven track record, of
effectively planning and executing
for the unexpected, the Army said.
He was serving as the Vice Chief of
the Army since February 19. Before
becoming the Vice Chief, he was
serving as the General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief of Northern
Command from 2022 to 2024. 

General Dwivedi
new Army Chief



Mumbai:
Actress
Shalini
Pandey, in an

interview with
a media agency,

discussed how
filming the har-

rowing ‘charan seva’
scene in the film

Maharaj impacted
her deeply.

Reflecting on her ex-
perience filming the

scene, she revealed that
she initially didn’t grasp
its emotional impact.
However, after complet-
ing the shoot, she felt
overwhelmed and
needed time outdoors
to ease her anxiety.

In the film, Shalini
portrays Kishori, a
woman who becomes

a victim of  sexual
exploitation by the
rel igious  gur u
Maharaj, played
by Jaideep. The

scene highlights how lead-
ers misuse ‘charan seva’
(service) to manipulate fol-
lowers.

The actress also noted
that initially, she perceived
Kishori as naive, but as
she immersed herself  in
the role, she understood
the depth of  the charac-
ter’s conditioning. She em-
phasised that Kishori was-
n’t foolish; rather, she was
deeply influenced and be-
lieved in what she was
taught. Reflecting on this
realisation, Shalini ex-
pressed hope that Kishori
could have recognised the
truth of  her situation. She
also mentioned her sensi-
tivity to current events and
her tendency to avoid news
and social media.

The film Maharaj, which
explores the 1862 Maharaj
Libel Case, is currently
streaming on Netflix.

AGENCIES

P2 MARTIN MULL PASSES 
AWAY AT AGE OF 80

leisure
Actor and comedian Martin Mull, who has worked
in shows such as Sabrina the Teenage Witch,
Roseanne, and Clue, has passed away at the age
of 80. Martin died at his home after reportedly a
valiant fight against a long illness, his daughter,
Maggie Mull, announced on social media.

Actor-director-producer Kevin Costner, despite
severe kidney stones and requiring a morphine
drip, maintained his work ethic during the
filming of Hidden Figures, reports People
magazine.
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AQUARIUS
You will tackle complicated
issues with infinite ease! But
you will also find people pass-
ing the buck onto you. It irks you no end,
having to take the blame for others' mis-
takes. But here's a chance, says Ganesha,
to turn a weakness into a strength.

PISCES
The focus today will be on self-
improvement. You may find
yourself attending seminars or
workshops. Self-employed people are likely to
find lucrative deals landing in their laps in the
afternoon. Quality time with your family in the
evening will give you a sense of balance and
of belonging, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
Your stars are aligned in a
way that you may have to
travel long distance, either
for business or for leisure. Socially, you
are active as you are likely to attend a
function and take the centre stage. You
may also participate in religious activities
and give importance of rites and rituals, if
need be, informs Ganesha.

LIBRA
Ganesha says your children
will gain achievements that
will have you feel proud of
them. You will get monetary benefit
either by increment in salary or by inheri-
tance. You will be able to gain substantial
gains by investing in real estate or buying
insurance policies.

SCORPIO
Ganesha asks you to prac-
tice caution today. There are
strong possibilities that an
evil eye may attack you in some or other
way. So, keep a watchful eye. And remem-
ber, every day brings along an experience
and a lesson with it. Learn and move on.

LEO
You will pay more attention
to the younger members in
the family. You will guide
the children in improving their daily
schedule. An occasion to celebrate will
present itself. You will be desirous of par-
ticipating in some competition or pro-
gram, says Ganesha.

VIRGO
A fear of the unknown will
keep lurking in your mind
today. The shadow will only
grow larger as the day progresses. You
may find yourself spending too much on
your foreign friends. Ganesha advises you
to be cautious in this regard today.

GEMINI
Ganesha advices that
while today will be a day
filled with a lot of festivity,
you still need to guard against getting
carried away. You will spend the day
socialising with friends and family. You
might end up neglecting your household
duties in organizing some function or
picnic, says Ganesha.

CANCER
A hectic day, combined with
domestic pressure will
make you exhausted. You
feel a heavy burden on mind and heart.
Don't be too emotional, says Ganesha.
Take care not to pass domestic burdens
on to your career or business, and there-
by mar your capacity and efficiency.

ARIES
You will find some decisions
difficult to make, but be
intent and resolute.
Emotions may put you off rail, but once
you have resolved, don't stray from it.
Besides, Ganesha advises you to learn to
endure setbacks in a mature manner.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Today Ganesha sees you
overdoing your aggression,
domination bit and urges
you to keep your assertiveness in check.
This day is not a favourable one for new
ventures and undertakings. Don't there-
fore attempt anything new. Talk pleas-
antly. Harshness, roughness in your tone
is only going to antagonize and alienate
valuable friends. Above all, don't lose
your temper. Stay calm. Act normal.
Yoga and meditation will help.

CAPRICORN
After all the drudgery you
endured in a bid to reach a
certain point in your career,
it's time to sit back and enjoy the rewards,
says Ganesha. Today, you can expect to get
a transfer, a promotion, a pay hike or all
the three. But these will be accompanied
by added responsibilities and work, leaving
you wondering if it really was an achieve-
ment or a bait used to trap you. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

KEVIN COSTNER FILMED HIDDEN 
FIGURES ON A MORPHINE DRIP

Mumbai: Nargis Fakhri,
known for her breakout role

in Imtiaz Ali’s Rockstar, has
earned a significant fanbase in
the entertainment industry
with her glamour and acting
skills. In a recent interview,
she reflected on her career
journey, emphasising the
pivotal role Rockstar
played.

Reflecting on her jour-
ney, Fakhri shared,
“Rockstar itself  was a
pivotal film in my ca-
reer as it allowed me to

showcase my acting abil-
ities in a high-profile proj-

ect directed by Imtiaz Ali and along-
side Ranbir Kapoor. The film received
critical acclaim, and my perform-
ance was appreciated despite being
my debut. It has been the most chal-
lenging role of  my entire career. It
challenged me to push my limits as
an actor and set a benchmark for
the kinds of  roles I could take on in
the future. Looking back, some of

the proudest mo-
m e n t s  a n d
achievements

in my career include my debut in
Rockstar, which was a defining moment
and opened many doors for me in the
industry.”

In fact, she also revealed that
becoming a Bollywood actress
wasn’t something she had
planned for or pursued con-
ventionally. “It happened un-
expectedly, and each step along
the way felt like a series of
fortunate events and op-
portunities aligning per-
fectly. From that initial
email to navigating au-
ditions and eventually
landing roles, I em-
braced each moment
with gratitude and a will-
ingness to learn and grow.
While the path to success in the
film industry can be unpre-
dictable and demanding, I’ve
cherished every aspect of  this
journey. It’s been a testament
to the power of  seizing op-

portunities and trust-
ing in the jour-

ney that unfolds
before you,” she

wrapped up.
AGENCIES

Celebs cheer Men in Blue
New Delhi: A galaxy of  film
stars,  led  by  Chiranjeevi ,

Mohanlal, and Kajol Devgn,
and a galaxy of  other celebri-
ties from all walks of  life
joined a delirious nation
to cheer Team India on for
pulling off  an incredible
T20 World Cup win against
South Africa  at  the
Kensington Oval, Barbados,
Saturday night.

Tollywood’s Mega Star
Chiranjeevi could not

contain his joy, like
every other Indian.

Going on X, he com-
mented, “INDIA

ON TOP OF THE
WORLD!!!

What an AB-
SOLUTELY
FANTAS-
TIC way to
win the
ICC T20
World Cup
after  17
long
years!!!
Bravo

Virat Kohli!”
Superstar  Mohanlal ,  o f

Malayalam cinema and an avid
cricket fan, had this to say, “And
that ends India’’s 11-year wait for
an ICC trophy! Team India brings
home glory from Barbados, thanks
to incredible teamwork, a crucial
partnership between Virat Kohli
and Axar Patel, and a devastating
spell from Jasprit Bumrah, serv-
ing up a gripping game that kept
us on the edge of  our seats until
the very last ball! Couldn’t be
prouder of  this team!”

Bollywood diva Kajol took to
Instagram to share her fangirl
moment: “I’m still screaming and

can’t get the smile off  my face ...
So so happy and so so proud! So
many heroes who performed at
this match … truly a team effort!”

Rising Bollywood star Varun
Dhawan had more to say. Taking
to Instagram, he wrote: “What a
team what performances @rohit-
sharma45 leading from the front
in every game @virat.kohli the
#goat playing his last T20 for India
bringing so much joy to every
Indian. Rahul Dravid was always
one of  my most favourite players
and now to see him win a World
Cup as a coach hits the spot. Bharat
Mata ki JAI.”

IANS

Mumbai:
Actress-entrepreneur Parul

Gulati opened up on how she owes her
career to social media and managing acting and

business together.
“I call myself  social media ki den, be it my acting

career or business. I got selected for my first acting
gig through Facebook at the age of  17, and my whole

business is on social media,” she said, adding that
the virtual world has helped in the growth of  her hair

care business and get recognition for her work.
“I am facing the same addiction as earlier; the al-

gorithm didn’t know what you wanted to watch, but
now it does. Algorithm aapki neend chura raha hai. I
open my Instagram and do mindless scrolling for hours,
and it’s out of  my control,” she said, pointing out that
as an entrepreneur, she can’t even stay away from it. “The
young audience is there on social media, and it’s imperative
we get their attention. You get to know so much through
social media, including new promotional techniques. It
gives me ideas too,” she added.

Gulati recently faced social media backlash after a video
surfaced of  her discussing plans to buy an investment

property in Goa and turn it into an Airbnb. Criticised
by locals for commercialising the state, she responded,

“I’m just saying what everyone else is doing. I haven’t
even done it yet; my property will be ready by

December. It’s a business decision since Goa has be-
come a business hub. I invested there because buy-

ing a villa in Mumbai is unaffordable, cost-
ing around 100 crores,” she concluded.

AGENCIES

Parul owes career 

to social media

Shalini’s harrowing 
experience during 

Maharaj shoot

Nargis sums up 
her career journey
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Severe waterlogging on
Rasulgarh-Bomikhal stretch

following a brief spell of rain
puts motorists to utter
inconvenience, Sunday downtown

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, June 30: Aortic
aneurysm, which is often asymp-
tomatic, is the third leading
cause of  sudden cardiac death,
said experts Sunday stressing
the need for raising awareness
on the fatal heart condition. 

Aortic aneurysms are bal-
looning of  the major blood ves-
sel aorta, which carries blood
from the heart to the whole body.

It affects approximately 2 to
3 per cent of  the population,
but the risk increases with cer-
tain factors like atherosclerosis
(collection of  cholesterol in the
blood vessels), hypertension,
and generic deficiency in cer-
tain patients.

“Aortic aneurysms represent
a critical yet under-recognised
health concern that ranks as
the third leading cause of  sud-
den cardiac death, trailing only
behind heart attacks and car-
diac arrests,” Niranjan Hiremath,

a senior consultant cardiovas-
cular and aortic surgeon at
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital,
New Delhi, told IANS.

“When the aorta’s wall weak-
ens, it can dilate to twice or
even three times its normal
diameter, creating a signifi-
cant risk of  sudden rupture,
which can result in immedi-
ate death, or lead to aortic dis-
sections, another severe com-
plication,” he added.

In India, awareness about
cardiac risks predominantly
revolves around heart attacks
and cardiac arrests, but the
d a n g e r s  p o s e d  by  a o r t i c
aneurysms have not received
comparable attention.

“The lack of  awareness is a
concern, especially considering
that about 75 per cent of  aortic
aneurysms are asymptomatic
and go undetected until they
present a sudden, life-threaten-
ing emergency. These aneurysms
are often discovered inciden-

tally during examinations for
other medical conditions,”
Niranjan said.

“Most intact aortic aneurysms
do not produce symptoms. As
they enlarge, symptoms such as
abdominal pain and back pain
may develop.  Untreated,
aneurysms tend to become pro-
gressively larger and can pres-

ent with life-threat-
ening complica-
tions,” added Shiv
Choudhary, Executive
Director  -  Adult
Cardiothoracic &amp; Vascular
Surgery, Fortis Escorts Heart
Institute, Okhla Road, New Delhi.

Aneurysms can develop in
any segment of  the aorta, but

most commonly affects the ab-
dominal aorta. The experts noted
that genetic predispositions,
trauma or infection, and tobacco
can also contribute to the risk of
aortic aneurysms.

“It weakens the wall of  the
aorta and finally leads to aortic

rupture. In rupture, massive
internal bleeding hap-

pens,  and,  unless
treated immediately,
shock and death can
occur. The other
fatal complication
is a dissection of
the aorta. In dis-
section, the layers

of  the wall of  the
aorta are split. This

can result in mal-per-
fusion to the brain or

visceral organs or eventual
rupture. In both situations emer-
gency intervention is war-
ranted,” Shiv told IANS.

Open surgery used to be the
major for m of  treatment.

Recently, there has been a par-
adigm shift to minimally inva-
sive techniques of  endovascu-
lar stent implantation, which is
associated with low risk, mini-
mal morbidity, and low mortal-
ity, (Surg Cmde) V S Bedi, NM
Chair man &amp;  Senior
Consultant Institute of  Vascular
&amp; Endovascular Sciences,
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital New
Delhi, told IANS.

“The aneurysms are required
to be treated once the size of  the
aorta increases to more than
5cm because an increase of  more
than 6cm can cause sudden
leak/rupture which can be fatal,”
the doctor added.

The experts also advised strict
control of  blood pressure for pa-
tients with the condition and
prohibition of  tobacco in any
form. Patients with diagnosed
aneurysms should avoid intense
physical sports and isometric
exercise but can walk and in-
dulge in light aerobic exercises.

Aortic aneurysm 3rd leading cause of sudden cardiac death

Aortic
aneurysms

are ballooning of
the major blood

vessel aorta, which
carries blood from

the heart to the
whole body

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 30: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Sunday said that Ratna Bhandar
(treasury) of  Puri Srimandir
will be reopened soon and an
inventory of  the valuables stored
inside it will be made. He also
said that ‘Subhadra Yojana’, a fi-
nancial assistance scheme prom-
ised by the BJP in its election
manifesto, will roll out September
17,  the birthday of  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Majhi was addressing a pro-
gramme organised by Odisha
BJP here to felicitate the party’s
newly elected MPs and MLAs
in the state. 

“Subhadra Yojana will be
launched on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s birthday
September 17,” the CM said.

Under the scheme named after
Lord Jagannath’s sister, cash
vouchers of  `50,000 will be pro-
vided to women of  the state. 

“The Ratna Bhandar will be
opened soon and an inventory of
the valuables of  Lords will be
made. If  any irregularities are
found, stern action will be taken
against the guilty,” Majhi said. 

The reopening of  Ratna

Bhandar, located in the basement
of  the 12th-century shrine in
Puri, was a major political issue
in the state during the Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections. The
previous BJD government had
promised that the treasury would

be reopened for inventory and
repair work during this year's
Rath Yatra next month. 

An inventory of  the treasury
was last made in 1978.

In August  last  year,  the
Congress had alleged that there
is a “glaring mismatch” between
the figures of  the quantity of
gold and silver ornaments stored
in Ratna Bhandar mentioned
by the BJD government in the
state Assembly and by the Shree
Ja g annath Temple
Administration (SJTA) in an af-
fidavit in the Orissa High Court.

Auditing of  Ratna Bhandar’s
inventory was also in the man-
ifesto of  the BJP.

The Chief  Minister said that
for proper management of  the
Puri Jagannath temple, his gov-
ernment has decided to create a
`500 crore corpus fund.

He said all promises made by
the BJP in its manifesto will be
covered in the 100-day action
plan of  the BJP government. 

Majhi said his government
has also announced to procure
paddy from Odisha farmers at an
MSP of  `3,100 per quintal from
this Kharif  season. 

Odisha BJP president
Manmohan Samal indicated that
more welfare would be an-
nounced by the state’s saffron
party government when it would
complete 100 days.

Four major decisions on the
Jagannath temple and farmers’
issues were taken by the BJP
government in its first cabinet
are “just trailers”, Samal said.

“Wait for the 100th day to see
the picture,” he said thanking the
people of  Odisha for bringing
the BJP to power. “We will have
to work hard in the next five
years,” Samal said.

Ratna Bhandar reopening soon: CM

Pradhan likens Majhi to Lord Jagannath
BHUBANESWAR: Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan Sunday courted con-
troversy by likening Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
to Lord Jagannath, and the
Deputy Chief  Ministers KV Singh
Deo and Pravati Parida to the
sibling deities – Lord Balabhadra
and Devi Subhadra. It may be
recalled that BJP leader and Puri
MP Sambit Patra had said dur-
ing the campaigning for the Lok
Sabha elections that Lord
Jagannath was the devotee of
PM Narendra Modi, which he
later admitted that it was a slip

of  tongue and a blunder. 
Pradhan said this while ad-

dressing a ceremony organised
by Odisha BJP here to felici-
tate the party’s 20 MPs and 78
MLAs elected in recently held
Lok Sabha and Assembly polls
in the state.

The Union minister said,

“Odisha Chief  Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi and two Deputy
Chief  Ministers KV Singh Deo
and Pravati Parida are like Lord
Jagannath and his siblings Lord
Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra
who have been given a big re-
sponsibility for the develop-
ment of  the state.”

A lot of  first-time MLAs and
MPs have been elected in this
election and the state, for the
first time, has CM and Deputy
CMs belonging to the BJP. With
this team, a new Odisha will be
built which will help in building
a ‘Viksit Bharat’, Pradhan said.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, June 30: Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
new railway projects worth `1
lakh crore will be implemented
in Odisha in the next five years.

The Congress government and
then the BJD government have
neglected the development of
the railway sector in Odisha.
So, with the formation of  a dou-
ble-engine government of  BJP in
Odisha and Centre, now, the gap
created during the past years,
will be met by creating a new
record in these five years, he
said.

Though many mega railway
projects have been sanctioned,
those were delayed due to delay
in land acquisition by the pre-
vious BJD government, said

Vaishnaw, adding, “Now double
engine government is formed
and the pace of  the railway proj-
ects will be accelerated.” 

The Union minister said the
allocation to Odisha in the rail-
way budget has been enhanced

from ̀ 800 crore during the UPA
government tenure to over ̀ 10,000
crore during Modi government.

During the past three con-
secutive years, more than ̀ 10,000
crore has been allocated to the
state in the railway sector, he
said.

Vaishnaw further said that a
new railway line of  1,826 km
was constructed in Odisha dur-
ing the last 10 years, which is
higher than the total railway
network of  Sri Lanka (1,700 km). 

He also said that 315 special
trains will run to and from Puri
during the Rath Yatra of  Lord
Jagannath for smooth travel and
convenience of  the pilgrims.
Last year, 222 trains were run dur-
ing the Rath Yatra. The special
trains have been planned from
25 districts of  Odisha, he added.

Rlys to invest ̀ 1L cr in Odisha: Vaishnaw

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar,  June 30:
President Droupadi Murmu and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Sunday paid their respects to
the valiant fighters of  Santhal re-
bellion on the occasion of  Hul
Diwas, Sunday. They commem-
orated the indomitable spirit of
Santhal rebellion’s leaders like
Sidhu-Kanhu, Chand-Bhairav
and Phoolo-Jhano whose heroic
deeds are immortalised in history.

“I pay my respectful tribute to
all the immortal fighters of  the
Santhal rebellion on Hul Diwas.
The immortal stories of  sacrifices
of  heroes like Sidhu-Kanhu,
Chand-Bhairav, and Phoolo-
Jhano who fought a historic war

against injustice are written in
golden letters. The ideals of  those
revolutionaries will always re-
main a source of  inspiration for
all of  us countrymen,” first tribal
President Murmu wrote in X. 

Hul Diwas marks the an-
niversary of  the Santhal rebel-
lion, a significant uprising in
1855-56 by the Santhal tribe
against British colonial rule and
exploitative practices. The re-
bellion, led by Sidhu and Kanhu
Murmu, was one of  the earliest
movements against colonial op-
pression in India.Murmu’s trib-
ute reflects the importance of
remembering and drawing in-
spiration from the revolution-
ary ideals of  the Santhal leaders
in contemporary India.

HUL DIWAS

President, PM remember 
heroes of Santhal rebellion

CONTD FROM P1...
The three laws were based on

justice, transparency and fair-
ness, the sources said.

Under the new laws, a person
can now report incidents by elec-
tronic communication, without
the need to physically visit a po-
lice station. This allows for eas-
ier and quicker reporting, fa-
cilitating prompt action by the
police.

With the introduction of  Zero
FIR, a person can file a First
Information Report (FIR) at any
police station, regardless of  ju-
risdiction.

This eliminates delays in ini-
tiating legal proceedings and
ensures immediate reporting of
the offence.

An interesting addition of  the
law is that in the event of  an ar-
rest, the individual has the right
to inform a person of  his choice
about his or her situation.

This will ensure immediate
support and assistance to the
arrested individual.

Besides, arrest details will
now be prominently displayed
within police stations and district
headquarters, allowing families
and friends of  the arrested per-
son easy access to important in-
formation.

To strengthen cases and in-

vestigations, it has become
mandatory for forensic experts
to visit crime scenes for serious
offences and collect evidence.

Under the new laws, victims
of  crime against women are en-
titled to regular updates on the
progress of  their case within 90
days.

This provision keeps victims
informed and involved in the
legal process, enhancing trans-
parency and trust.

The new laws guarantee free
first-aid or medical treatment
to victims of  crimes against
women and children at all hos-
pitals.

This provision ensures im-
mediate access to essential med-
ical care, prioritising the well-

being and recovery of  victims
during challenging times.

Summonses can now be served
electronically, expediting legal
processes, reducing paperwork
and ensuring efficient commu-
nication among all parties in-
volved.

For certain offences against
woman, statements of  the victim
are to be recorded, as far as prac-
ticable, by a woman magistrate
and, in her absence, by a male
magistrate in the presence of  a
woman to ensure sensitivity and
fairness, creating a supportive
environment for victims.

Both the accused and the vic-
tim are entitled to receive copies
of  the FIR, police report, charge
sheet, statements, confessions,

and other documents within 14
days.

Courts grant a maximum of
two adjournments to avoid un-
necessary delays in case hearings,
ensuring timely justice delivery.

The new laws mandate all
state governments to implement
witness protection schemes to en-
sure the safety and cooperation
of  witnesses, enhancing the cred-
ibility and effectiveness of  legal
proceedings.

The definition of  gender now
includes transgender individu-
als, promoting inclusivity and
equality.

By conducting all legal pro-
ceedings electronically, the new
laws offer convenience to vic-
tims, witnesses and accused,
thereby streamlining and expe-
diting the entire legal process.

To provide more protection
to the victim and enforce trans-
parency in investigation related
to an offence of  rape, the state-
ment of  the victim shall be
recorded through audio-video
means.

Women, persons below 15
years, persons above 60 years
and those with disabilities or
acute illnesses are exempt from
attending police stations and
can receive police assistance at
their place of  residence.

NEW CRIMINAL LAWS IN FORCE Dhal new Addl 
Chief Secy to CM 
Bhubaneswar: Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) of Odisha and 1993-
batch IAS officer Nikunja Bihari
Dhal has been appointed the
Additional Chief Secretary to
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi. The General Administration
and Public Grievances
department notification said
“Nikunja Bihari Dhal, IAS (RR-
1993), Chief Electoral Officer and
ex-officio additional chief
secretary to the government,
Home (Election) department, is
appointed as Additional Chief
Secretary to Chief Minister,
Odisha.” Dhal, an Odisha cadre
IAS officer, was appointed the
CEO in March 2023.

Gun salute for
traffic cop killed
in road mishap
DEBADURLLAV HARICHANDAN, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 30: A day
after the tragic death of  traffic
constable  Madhusudhan
Kirshani in a road mishap,
Bhubaneswar De puty
Commissioner of  Police (DCP)
Prateek Singh and other police
officials accorded guard of  ho-
nour and gun salute to the de-
parted soul during a funeral cer-
emony held at Reserve Police
Ground here, Sunday. 

Madhusudhan, a native of
Malkangiri, died after being
run over by a heavy vehicle
near Kailnga Stadium around
10pm, Saturday. The incident
took place when he was re-
turning home from Ram Mandir
Square to his residence near
Khandagiri following the com-
pletion of  his duty, a police of-
ficial said. 

On being informed about the
mishap, the DCP and IIC of
Nayapalli police station rushed
to the spot and made necessary
arrangements for immediate
treatment of  Kirshani at Capital
Hospital. However, the doctors de-
clared him ‘bought dead’. 

A hit-and-run case has been
lodged by Nayapalli police.
Besides, the cops are scanning
the footage captured by CCTVs
installed nearby that would help
nab the accused driver. Kirshani’s
funeral ceremony was attended
by his father and elder brother.
He is survived by three sons.

1 dead, 4 injured as car rams into truck
BHUBANESWAR: One person died while four others sustained severe injuries
when the car they were travelling in rammed into a truck in Patrapada area
under Tamando police limits here, Sunday. According to Tamando inspector in-
charge Subrat Kumar Meher, the incident took place around 7:30pm. “The car
(OD02-CC-2580),with five occupants, was heading towards Bhubaneswar from
Khurda when the driver lost control over the vehicle following which it jumped
the divider and rammed into a truck coming from the opposite side,” Meher said.
The collision was so intense that one of the occupants, Biswajit Ray, died on the
spot while four others were battling for life at AIIMS-Bhubaneswar, he added.
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ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 30: With
an aim to make Chilika Lake a
zero-emission zone, the state
government has decided to in-
troduce solar/ electric powered
boats in the lake soon.

For the purpose, the Odisha
Renewable Energy Development
Agency (OREDA) has invited
e-tender for design, engineer-
ing, manufacturing and de-
ployment of  20-seater solar or
electric boats, with zero emis-
sion including comprehensive
maintenance for two years at
various places of  Chilika.

In a letter, OREDA director
Niharika Nayak said, “The gov-
ernment has invited e-tenders
from eligible bidders for con-
ve r t i n g  d i e s e l  b o at s  i n t o
solar/electric boats through
proper design, engineering,
manufacturing and retrofitting
for the purpose of  promoting

decarbonisation of  fishing sec-
tor and eco-tourism in Odisha.”

The last date for online ten-
der submission is July 12 while
hard copies can be submitted by
July 18, official said. 

“The pilot project is aimed at
finding an alternate and viable
green mobility solution for the
existing boats that cause pollu-
tion due to oil spill in the re-
gion. Due to this, the number of
migratory birds has been de-
creasing every year,” they said.

Crux Power Private Limited
m a n a g i n g  d i re c t o r
Chandrashekhar Mishra said,
“Solar boat in Chilika is a noble
initiative for eco-friendly and
sustainable development in the
area and to reduce dependency
on fossil fuels. At the same time,
we should provide sufficient
number of  charging stations
around the area with proper
maintenance plans. To make it
a success, multiple vendors with

a similar track record should be
engaged and the government
should keep a tab on the oper-
ations along with incentivising
the vendors performing better.” 

It is to be mentioned that
Chilika Lake is the largest brack-
ish water lake along the east
coast of  India. It is the largest
lagoon in India and counted
amongst the largest lagoons in
the world. It is the largest win-
tering ground for migratory
waterfowl found anywhere on
the Indian sub-continent. The
Lake is a productive ecosystem,
with fishery resources and is
spread in three districts- Puri,
Khurda and Ganjam.

Based on highly productive
ecosystem, rich biodiversity
and socio-economic importance,
Chilika was designated as a
Ramsar site in 1981. Some rare,
vulnerable and endangered an-
imal species listed in the IUCN
( I n t e r n at i o n a l  U n i o n  o f
Conservation of  Nature and
Natural Resources) inhabit the
lagoon area for the whole or at
least part of  their life cycle.

Solar boats to ply
on Chilika waters

It was a  rainy day in
Pembrokeshire in February
1977 when a group of  pupils

from Broad Haven Primary
School claimed to see an uniden-
tified flying object (UFO) out-
side.

David Davies, who was just 10
at the time, remembers his fellow
students coming inside through-
out the day “trying to alert the
headmaster that there was some-
thing strange going on”.

The schoolboy was sure there
was a logical explanation for
what they had seen. “My inten-
tion was to go out there and com-
pletely prove them wrong,” David
says. But when he went to in-
vestigate, he says he saw a ‘sil-
ver, cigar-shaped object’ about the
size of  a bus, with a domed upper
section and a ‘red pulsating glow’

on top.
“I had this overwhelming urge

to run away,” David says of  the
sighting that lasted about 10 sec-
onds. This event in south-west
Wales is explored in the latest se-
ries of  the BBC’s Paranormal.
Across four episodes, host Sian
Eleri investigates alleged UFO
sightings in the late 1970s and
early 1980s.

It comes as claims about ex-
traterrestrial life have captured
the public imagination yet again.
Last year, the US Congress con-
vened a landmark panel on the
topic, mysterious monoliths
continue to appear in the UK
and around the world, and social
media is home to viral trends
about ‘alien bodies’. On TikTok,
for example, there are more
than a million posts with the

hashtag ‘UFO’.
And one aerospace expert tells

the BBC that in 2024, thanks to
everyone having a phone in their
pocket and many people using
apps to follow air traffic, we are
in ‘a much stronger position to
be able to track what’s known and
what’s unknown’.

So is there a simple explana-
tion for why we see UFOs? And
should they be investigated?

UFOs have held our attention
for decades, ever since reports of
alleged extraterrestrial debris
in Roswell, New Mexico in 1947,
the movie ‘The Flying Saucer’
being released three years later

and the Space Race between the
United States and the Soviet
Union gaining steam through-
out 1950s.

Ciaran O’Keeffe - the head of
the school of  human and social
sciences at Buckinghamshire
New University - says there was
also a ‘huge peak of  interest’ in
UFO sightings around the 1980s
that resulted in ‘a lot of  UFO
hunting’.

Reported sightings were cov-
ered by media around the world
- and the alleged sighting at
Broad Haven Primary School
was picked up by publications
as far as New Zealand.

The Broad Haven incident
was one of  a wave of  sightings
in the area in 1977 - dubbed the
Dyfed Triangle. In the past, a
number of  theories have been

put forward to explain them,
including the work of  a ‘local
prankster’.

While sightings like the one
in Broad Haven captured mass
attention, O’Keeffe says there
may be plausible explanations.

“The key fundamental psy-
chological explanation for what’s
going on is around eyewitness
testimony,” says O’Keeffe, who
also consults on the BBC’s
Uncanny, adding that eyewit-
ness testimony can be prone 
to errors.

However, the UFO sighting at
Broad Haven Primary School
was not just one eyewitness; it
was a group of  pupils. Here,
O’Keeffe explains the idea of
‘contagion’ and group conformity
could  be  behind  a  mass  
UFO sighting. BBC NEWS

The pilot project is
aimed at finding an 
alternate and viable
green mobility solution
for the existing boats
that cause pollution due
to oil spill in the region

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  June 30:
Witnessing young minds trans-
form into arithmetic wizards,
was the awe-inspiring spectacle
at the SIP Abacus Prodigy com-
petition here, Sunday. 

The state-level competition
was held at East Coast Railway
(ECoR) Indoor Stadium. Over
1,100 participants, aged six to
14 years from across the state
participated in the event. 

Managing director of  SIP
Abacus India and International,
Dinesh Victor described the com-
petition’s unique essence and
said, “SIP Prodigy is one of  the
largest of  its kind competition
in India. What sets it apart is

the sheer scale and complexity.
Imagine children not just solv-
ing arithmetic, but tackling 300
sums in just 11 minutes. It’s truly
amazing to see these young minds
master arithmetic with such
confidence and speed.”

Regional head of  eastern India
SIP Abacus Shubhajit Mullick
said, “SIP Abacus Prodigy is
happening for the first time in
Odisha. We are very happy to
see such a large gathering of
students and parents from all
over the state.” 

SIP Abacus state head Sunil
Nayak said, “The competition
is a stepping stone, but the real
reward is the confidence and
joy it sparks in these young math-
ematicians.”

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, June 30: Taking
a step towards building sus-
tainable coastal ecosystems,
through innovative strategies
and collaborative efforts in the
state, a three-day ‘Mangrove
Patha Utsav’ organised by
Socratus Foundation and Nature’s
Club, started here, Sunday. 

The event was organised in
collaboration with the depart-
ment of  Forest, Environment and
Climate Change, State Museum,
Enhancing Climate Resilience of

India’s Coastal Communities
(ECRICC), Bakul Foundation and
other network partners in
Bhubaneswar. Bringing together
representatives from communi-

ties, government departments,
think tanks, market operators,
practitioners, academicians and
civil societies, the event focused
on developing and implement-
ing sustainable solutions and
coastal economy for the state’s
mangrove landscapes. 

The opening day featured con-
sultations with ECRICC project
implementers. Outgoing Chief
Secretary Pradeep Kumar Jena
inaugurated a booklet on ‘Climate
Recipes’. The booklet is concise,
intimate and comprises differ-
ent ideas from architects, jour-

nalists, scientists, activists, artistes
and farmers that suggest differ-
ent ways of  reorienting vision for
a flourishing planet and coastal
ecosystem. 

Socratus Foundation director
Devjit Mittra said, “The opening
day sessions highlighted the crit-
ical need for collaborative efforts
and innovative solutions to ad-
dress the challenges faced by
Odisha’s coastal ecosystems. The
launch of  the ‘Climate Recipes’ is
a testament to the collective wis-
dom and dedication of  all stake-
holders involved.”

SIP ABACUS PRODIGY 2024

Young mathematicians
solve complex numbers

Three-day Mangrove Patha Utsav in City

LORD’S BLESSINGS: After assuming charge, newly-appointed Chief Secretary Manoj  Ahuja visits Srimandir where he is greeted by Puri Collector
Siddharth Shankar Swain and SP Pinak Mishra, Sunday  OP PHOTO

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, June 30: Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
Sunday conducted a compre-
hensive review of  the ongoing
projects in the region with a par-
ticular focus on the East Coast
Railway (ECoR) jurisdiction.
The review meeting highlighted
several key areas of  progress
and concern, emphasising the im-
portance of  infrastructure de-
velopment.

Vaishnaw stressed the iden-
tification and resolution of  prob-
lem areas in ongoing projects. For

early completion of  the Khurda
Road-Bolangir Rail Line, the
tunnel works will be constructed
from both sides. 

“Steps will be taken to connect
NH in the route with the major
tunnel of  about seven kilometres
long so that the construction
works will be done at the earli-
est. Apart from this, the con-
struction work on the Talcher-
Bimalagarh New Line will be
done from both sides, i.e. from
the  Tal che r  s id e  and  the
Bimalagarh side simultane-
ously,” Vaishnaw said.

Focusing on the redevelop-

ment of  Amrit Stations he said
that review for ongoing con-
struction works for the said pur-
pose will be done shortly. 

“Apart from this, Railway
Ministry will conduct a review
meeting with the CM’s office in
near future to sort out the pend-
ing issues regarding the early
completion of  ongoing railway
projects,” Vaishnaw said.

“The minister said that Prime
Minister Modi has given special
focus to Odisha and sanctioned
10,536 crore for infrastructural
development in the field of  rail-
ways, which is an all-time-high
budgetary provision,” Vaishnaw
said. “Steps have been taken to
connect all districts to the rail-
way network, he said adding
that that 1,826 track kilometres
of  rail line have been constructed
in the state during the last 10
years,” he added. 

The review meeting was at-
tended by  ECoR General
Manager Parmeshwar Funkwal
and all Principal Heads of  ECoR
departments including senior
of f icials  from ECoR
Headquarters. Khurda Road di-
visional railway manager HS
Bajwa was also present.

Vaishnaw reviews status
of ongoing ECoR projects

Constable dies in
road accident
Bhubaneswar: A traffic police constable
was killed after his motorcycle was hit
by an unknown vehicle here, an officer
said Sunday. The deceased was identi-
fied as Madhusudan Kirshari, a native
of Malkangiri district. Kirshari was
returning home after completing his
duty on his motorcycle when an
unknown vehicle hit him near Jaydev
Vihar square Saturday night, the police
officer said. The Nayapalli police station
has registered a case and is examining
CCTV footage of the area to track the
vehicle and the accused.
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Moderate rain till July 6: IMD
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  June 30:
Following the weakening of  low
pressure area into a cyclonic cir-
culation over northwest Bay of
Bengal (BoB), the state is likely
to experience moderate rain till
July 6, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said Sunday.

IMD has issued yellow warn-
ing for heavy rain at one or two
places in Jharsuguda,
Sundargarh, Sambalpur, Deogarh,
Angul, Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj,
Balasore, Kendrapara, Bhadrak,
Jagatsinghpur, Puri and Koraput
districts.

Bhubaneswar will also wit-
ness cloudy sky with one or two
spells of  rain or thundershower.

Notably, showers in the last
three days have brought down the
rainfall deficit to 27 per cent and
accelerated the agricultural ac-
tivities in the state. While
Malkangiri has received 38 per
cent excess rain, Mayurbhanj is
the only district recording a large
deficit of  60 per cent or less.
Deogarh, Dhenkanal, Cuttack,
Khurda,  Jag atsinghpur,
Nayagarh, Subarnapur, Boudh,
Kandhamal, Nabarangpur,
Rayagada and Koraput fall in
the normal rain category.

SCINTILLATING SHOW: Artistes from Naba Prativa organisation perform
on the occasion of ‘Utkalshree Samman Samaroh’ in Puri, Sunday

PIC: YAGNESWAR MOHANTY
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, June 30: Farmlands in
Sukinda and Kalinganagar areas
of  the district are facing immi-
nent hazards with chemical
laced waste water from plants
and mines are flowing into them
with the onset of  monsoon. The
development, in turn, has also
exposed people living in these
areas and their livestock to var-
ious health dangers. 

According to reports, Sukinda
block has many chromite mines,
while Kalinganagar has pres-
ence of  various steel and other
plants. No sooner did the mon-
soon set in than chemical laced
water got mixed with rainwater
and flowed into farmlands. It is
feared that the toxic water will
adversely affect the fertility of
farmlands and turn them unfit
for cultivation.  

Sources said that the waste
water discharged from Sukinda
mines has a significant pres-
ence of  chromium and nickel.
The waste water is also affect-
ing the groundwater and the
life and livelihood of  over 10,000
people residing in villages under
mining zone like Kamarda,
Mashasahi, Hatisahi, Saruabila,
G ur uj ang a,  O stap al ,
Kuchidabanka, Kusumghuta,
Kalrangi and Ramshola in Jajpur
district, and Krushnapur, Odisa,

Barua, Mathakhoksha and
Balijhati villages under Bhuban
bl ock  in  ne ighb ouring
Dhenkanal district. 

As per the directives of
Central and the state govern-
ments, plants and mining au-
thorities are required to install
machines on their premises to
filter the toxic waste water be-
fore discharging those outside.
These waste water flow into
Damshala and Gonda nullahs
and later into Brahmani river.
In the absence of  any compliance
to the waste disposal norms, the
river water has turned toxic
and unfit for consumption.  

The non-compliance has been
happening despite the state pol-
lution control board (SPCB)
pulling up industries for dis-
charging waste water outside,
but they are still to budge. 

This has put the people in the
area to imminent health haz-
ards as they regularly use the
river and nullah water for their
daily chores and for rearing
their livestock. 

Reports said that the waste
water discharged from Sukinda
mines has a significant pres-
ence of  chromium and nickel.
The water is flowing straight
into the Damshla nulla which is
known as the lifeline of  people
living in the mining areas.  

Many of  the mines are yet to

install effluent treatment plants
(ETP) while the rest are yet to up-
grade it. These mines have also
not installed a real time moni-
toring system (RMS) and not
abiding by the directives on en-
suring data connectivity with
the SPCB server, reports stated. 

Notably, the Orissa High
Court in April 2014 had di-
rected to stop discharging waste
water from mines into the
human habitats and agricul-
tural lands.  Later, the Indian
Bureau of  Mines (IBM), SPCB
and the deputy director, Mines
at Jajpur Road conducted a
joint probe into the charges
on the basis of  the high court
order between December 17

and December 19, 2014. 
During the probe, it was found

that the rainwater flowing from
mines were not being properly
treated. The toxic waste water
of  the mines was getting mixed
with rainwater and flowed into
human habitats and farmlands
and proved hazardous for their
health and livestock. The SPCB
directed these mines manage-
ment to install ETPs and treat
the waste water emanating from
their mines. 

Meanwhile, though some of
the mines have installed ETPs
on their premises, many more
have refused to comply and con-
tinue discharging waste water
outside.  As a result, the dis-

charged waste water is getting
mixed with rainwater and flow-
ing into human habitats and
farmlands.   

Similarly, the toxic waste water
from many industrial plants in
Kalinganagar is also flowing
into the farmland every year.
This toxic waste water flows
into Gonda nullah, and subse-
quently into Brahmani and
Khrasrota rivers and turn their
water toxic. The residents have
been drawing the attention of  the
district administration and the
SPCB, but their pleas are yet to
be addressed. 

As recently as Friday, waste
water of  a plant was found being
discharged in the open on Biju
Patnaik Marg near Jakhpura
in Kalinganagar. The residents
immediately lodged a complaint
with SPCB alleging that the
waste water flowed via Jakhpura,
Aanlapal, Balungabandhi,
Rungur ung a,  Mang alpur,
Kharadi villages before finally
flowing into Gonda nullah at
Nuagaon.

When contacted, Pramod
Kumar Behera, regional officer,
SPCB at Kalinganagar said that
water samples will be collected
and sent for examination.
“Appropriate steps will be taken
after receiving the examination
report,” he said.     

Toxic mines’ waste water poses threat to farmlands, people 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chandbali, June 30: A tribal
woman, working as a farmhand,
was gangraped by three men at
Nuagaon village under this
block in Bhadrak district, 
police said.

The matter came to the light
following the arrest of  the trio,
Sunday. They were later pro-
duced in a magistrate court
which remanded them to judi-
cial custody at Bhadrak jail.

The accused were identified
as Jagannath Das, 36, Pradip
Das, 28, and Padmalochan Das,
22 – all of  Nuagaon area in
Bhuinbruti panchayat under
Chandbali block in the district.
Medical examination on the sur-

vivor and the accused men have
been carried out, they added.
Police arrested the accused per-
sons after their alleged plans to
shift the blame of  the crime on
unknown miscreants were frus-
trated during a probe. 

According to police, the sur-
vivor, who hails from Bhadrak,
had gone to Chandbali to tend
to farm works at Nuagaon vil-
lage, June 25. On previous oc-
casions too she worked on fields
in the village.

The incident occurred when
she was on her way back to
Chandbali from the village. An
officer investigating the case
said the three accused waylaid
her, before taking turns to rape
her. Later, they allegedly tried
to mislead the police by in-
forming over phone that they
found a woman having been
raped by unidentified persons. 

However, the police got sus-
picious about their claims and
after sustained questioning they
broke down and confessed to
the crime. They were subse-
quently put under arrest, the
officer added.         

3 held for gangrape
of tribal woman

RAJESH MOHANTY, OP

Rourkela, June 30: Some major
portions of  two national high-
ways  passing  through
Sundargarh district are in dire
need of  plantation drive at 
present.

A large number of  mature
and very old trees were felled
for the construction of  two major
highways projects– NH 143
(Barkot-Biramitrapur) and NH
215 (Rajamunda-Koira) - in the
district.

The rules stipulate that plan-
tation should be carried out on
1:10 ratio, meaning - for one tree
felled ten trees should be planted.
More than 30 thousand trees had
been cut down for both the 
highways.

The National  Highways
Authorities of  India (NHAI) took
upon the responsibility of  pro-
viding the saplings to the Orissa
Forest Development Corporation
(OFDC). The NHAI provided ̀ 28
crore to the OFDC as per the
one-to-ten ratio. Back in 2019-
20, three lakh saplings were sanc-
tioned for plantation alongside
the two highways. At that point
of  time, works were in progress
on both the highways and the
Forest department could not un-
dertake plantations at some

major places.
“Due to this, a total of  over one

lakh saplings were shifted, of
which 60,000 were taken to
Jharsuguda, while 40,000 went to
Jajpur since there was shortfall
in those areas,” said General
Mana g er  OFDC,  Biswaji t
Raoutray. 

After completion of  the con-
structions, 2, 29,000 saplings
were planted. These trees are of
18- month variety (for maturity)
and will grow up to six feet. 

The GM informed, “For plan-
tation on NHs 215 and 143 we
require another 70,000 saplings.”
When asked about the delay, he
said, “We are a corporation, we
can only put forth our require-
ments. I am going put the re-
quest with the NHAI once again
so that they might provide us
with  the  saplings  for  
plantation.”

And in the absence of  any
vegetation, the Rajamunda
Chowk, Biramitrapur and Barkot
stretches wear a complete bar-
ren look these days. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, June 30: The two-
day-long protest by workers at the
MSP sponge-iron factory near
Haladiaguna under Sadar block
of  the district was temporarily
withdrawn Sunday following as-
surance by the management to
‘settle’ their demands within
seven days. 

The workers claimed that the
agitation was over administra-
tive negligence by factory au-
thorities. They alleged that two
security guards misbehaved with
them when they, along with the
local sarpanch, went to discuss
about their demands with the
plant authorities, June 26. 

This sparked resentment
among the workers, following
which they launched a protest de-
manding fulfillment of  their
various demands and apologies
over mistreatment. They staged
a sit-in and did not allow offi-
cials to enter the factory for two
days. Police had to be deployed
near the plant after tension es-
calated. This led to disruption of
work in the factory. 

The workers’ demands in-
cluded withdrawal of  the un-
fair dismissal of  20 workers, and
their re-induction into the factory
works, payment of  minimum
wages, provident fund (PF) and
ESI benefits, eight-hour of  duty
schedule instead of  12 hours,
dust protection allowance, other
allowances and identity cards
for all. They also demanded is-
suance of  payment slips, can-
teen facilities, and provision of
basic services, and a gratuity
system after retirement. 

They alleged that due to the ar-
bitrariness of  some senior offi-
cials resentment among workers

is plaguing the factory for the past
six months and the establish-
ment might close down if  the
agitation continued.  It is al-
leged that resentment is also
brewing among local residents
due to an increase in air and
water pollution as plant au-
thorities are not implementing
any developmental activities in
the area under its corporate so-
cial responsibility programme. 

The company had been run-
ning smoothly for 25 years before
it was hit by labour agitation
which is threatening to derail its
functioning. 

The workers alleged that the
20 of  their colleagues were dis-
missed from service after Arpit
Lohia and Biswa Ranjan Nanda
took charge as executive direc-
tor and president, respectively.
Their complaint before the owner
of  the company led to the dis-
missal of  the 20 workers, they 
alleged.

Meanwhile, Sanjay Sahu,
head of  Human Resources of
the company said the manage-
ment is seized with discussions
over the demands and appro-
priate steps will be taken soon
within a week. 

Major NH stretches
await plantation drive

Protests at MSP sponge iron plant
withdrawn after mgmt assurance

AT LORD’S SERVICE: Servitors and devotees make an Ayurvedic preparation ‘Dashamula’ as offerings to the Trinity during the ‘Anasar’ rituals at Jagannath 
temple in Brahmapura, Jhaduapada of Sambalpur town, Sunday OP PHOTO 

SWIM FOR GLORY: Participants diving into the Biju Patnaik swimming pool on the Rameshwar Stadium premises in Sonepur town during the third district level swimming competition , Sunday  OP PHOTO

More than 30,000 trees
had been cut down for

construction of 
both the highways

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, June 30: The po-
lice Sunday seized a container
truck full of  meat in Odisha's
Ganjam district after local cow
vigilantes stopped the vehicle
suspecting that it was beef.

The driver of  the vehicle, iden-
tified as A Khan of  Haryana, was
arrested since he did not have
any document related to the con-
signment, a police official said.

The police sent samples for
testing to find out what kind of
meat was in the container.

Preliminary investigation has
revealed that the container was
on its way to Andhra Pradesh
from Khurda when activists of
a cow protection group accosted
the vehicle near Pokadibandh
in Chamakahandi police station
area, suspecting that it was car-
rying beef. “We reached the spot
and seized the meat-laden vehi-
cle. The driver was arrested as he
could not produce valid docu-
ments authorizing him to trans-
port the meat,” said Bidya Bharati
Nayak, inspector-in-charge of
Chamakhandi police station.

She said that the police started
a detailed investigation into the
matter. The container was car-
rying around 18 tonnes of  meat.

Cow vigilantes stop truck
carrying suspected beef

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, June 30: Five col-
lege students reportedly went
missing in the Saptasajya for-
est range of  Dhenkanal district
while trekking deep inside the
forests, Sunday. 

According to sources, a group
of  seven youths from
Bhubaneswar had gone on a trip
to Saptasajya, Sunday. Five of

them ventured up above a hill
in the forest range and eventually
lost their way back to the foothills. 

Sources said when the re-
maining two could not establish
contact with their friends till
evening, they informed the po-
lice. Three teams comprising
personnel drawn from Sadar po-
lice station, Gobindapur police
outpost and Sadar Forest de-
partment were formed immedi-

ately and a search operation was
launched.  Sadar Ranger
Bibhudananda Mishra said while
trekking in deep forest the youths
lost their way and failed to.
However, efforts are on to trace
them, he said.

“It is suspected that while
trekking in the hill, the five youths
unwittingly covered a lot of distance
and later lost their way,” said Sadar
police station IIC Dipak Lenka. 

5 students go missing in Saptasajya forests
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U S President Joe Biden’s disastrous debate with former pres-
ident Donald Trump in Atlanta has created doubts, even
among his supporters, whether the 81-year-old would be able

to put a tough fight in the November presidential election. Biden,
seeking a second term in the White House, stumbled and fumbled
during the televised debate with his predecessor. In contrast, the
78-year-old Trump, the presumptive Republican presidential nom-
inee, was aggressive right from the word go. Interestingly, during
the debate, Biden even with facts on his side faltered most of  the
time, while Trump, true to his demeanour, lied most of  the time
with confidence. Nevertheless, the 90-minute debate provided
enough fodder for serious commentary, opinions and memes on
social media.

Now, there is a growing clamour for Biden to step down from the
presidential race both within the Democratic Party and the main-
stream media in the United States. The New York Times put it suc-
cinctly in an editorial: “To serve his country, President Biden
should leave the race,” while The Atlantic wrote: “Dropping out is
Biden’s most patriotic option.” Moreover, the undecided voters,
who were unable to make a choice between Biden and Trump be-
fore the debate, seem to have now made up their minds. 

Biden is yet to be officially nominated, allowing room for poten-
tial changes. Various possibilities remain open: he may opt to with-
draw before his nomination, face challenges from others seeking
to sway the delegates he has accrued, or step down post the
Democratic convention in Chicago from 19 to 22 August, leading the
Democratic National Committee to select an alternative candidate. 

While Vice President Kamala Harris is a probable top contender,
she has faced challenges such as a rough beginning in her job and
low poll numbers. According to the US Constitution, the vice pres-
ident assumes the presidency in the event of  the president’s death
or incapacitation, but it does not offer guidance on selecting a nom-
inee within the same party. Others like California Governor Gavin
Newsom, Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer, Kentucky Governor
Andy Beshear, and Illinois Governor JB Pritzker’s names have
been suggested, but they are currently supporting and campaign-
ing for Biden.

Amid the mounting pressure to step down, Biden, with his inner
circle firmly standing by him, has asserted that he is not giving up.
“I get it. I didn't have a great night, but I'm going to be fighting harder,”
Biden told his fundraisers in New Jersey. 

Biden’s inner circle may be with him, but age certainly is not by
his side. The fragile and confused looking POTUS has to take a call
in the larger interest of  the world’s oldest democracy. If  not, a con-
victed felon may return to the White House and it will be a first in
US history. Nothing could be more disastrous for democracy and
its admirers. With geopolitical tensions and trade wars flaring
across the globe and the axis of  China-Russia threatening to rip apart
the established democratic global order, the world can ill-afford a
return of  Trump.

In brief, with Trump back at the Oval Office which inevitably would
result in America going down, it might prove disastrous not only
for the US but for the entire free world.

A s societies around the world
grapple with aging popu-
lations, elder abuse is in-

creasingly recognised as the per-
vasive issue affecting millions of
senior citizens worldwide. This
widespread prevalence in its var-
ious forms including physical abuse,
psychological or emotional abuse
(verbal assaults, threats, harass-
ment, and intimidation), sexual
abuse, financial exploitation (ille-
gal or improper use of  an elder’s
funds, property, or assets), and neg-
lect (failure to fulfill a caretaking
obligation, including inadequate
provision of  food, shelter, health-
care, and protection) combined
with the severe consequences for
victims, has led experts to describe
the sufferings of  senior citizens
as an epidemic.   

The WHO estimates that 1 in 6
people aged 60 and older experience
some form of  abuse in commu-
nity settings each year. This figure
is likely underreported due to the
stigma and fear associated with re-
porting abuse. The WHO’s data
suggests that psychological abuse
is the most common form, fol-
lowed by financial exploitation,
neglect, physical abuse, and sex-
ual abuse. While 11.6% of  seniors
are reported as victims of  psy-
chological abuse, 6.8% are reported

for financial exploitation and 4.2%
of  the elderly population are neg-
lected. Similarly, while 2.6% elderly
people are physically abused, 0.9%
seniors are sexually harassed. 

The prevalence of  elder abuse
in India is alarmingly high, often
rooted in deep-seated cultural and
social issues. According to the
2011 Census, India had 104 mil-
lion people aged 60 and above, pro-
jected to reach 300 million by 2050.
A comprehensive survey by
HelpAge India in 2018 providing a
detailed picture says that 25% of
seniors are experiencing overall
abuse. While 52% of  those are the
victims of  verbal abuse, 34% are
neglected and 12% are physically
abused. In toto, financial ex-
ploitation is reported by 10%. More
importantly, elder abuse preva-
lence is reported higher in urban
areas (29%) compared to rural
areas (23%), possibly due to the
breakdown of  traditional family
structures in cities. A study con-
ducted in June 2020, by the NGO
Agewell Foundation, 71 per cent of
India’s elderly reported an in-
crease in maltreatment during
the first COVID-19 induced lock-
down. As a result, now the concept
of  old-age home is mushrooming
in Indian society where the neg-
lected parents are being sheltered

which is too piteous. According
to the Report of  the Technical
Group on Population Projections
for India and States 2011-2036, there
are nearly 138 million inclusive
of  18 million homeless elderly per-
sons in India in 2021 and it is fur-
ther expected to increase by around
56 million elderly persons in 2031.
Moreover, women are more likely
to experience abuse, particularly
financial and physical abuse, due
to gender-based power imbalances.
Studies have shown that abused
seniors have a 300% higher risk of
death when compared to those
who have not been abused, leading
to increased hospitalisations and
use of  medical services.

Globally, several international
agreements and principles address
the rights and protection of  senior
citizens. The United Nations’
Principles for Older Persons (1991)
is a cornerstone document that
outlines key rights, including in-
dependence, participation, care,
self-fulfilment, and dignity. The
Madrid International Plan of  Action
on Ageing, adopted by the Second
World Assembly on Ageing in 2002,
further emphasises the need for
action to ensure the well-being of
older persons. In India, the
Maintenance and Welfare of
Parents and Senior Citizens Act,

2007 is a pivotal piece of  legislation.
It mandates that children and heirs
provide maintenance to senior cit-
izens and parents, ensuring their
basic needs are met. It imposes a
duty on the state to ensure the well-
being of  senior citizens through the
creation of  old age homes and
healthcare facilities. Additionally,
the Act criminalises the aban-
donment of  senior citizens and
prescribes penalties for non-com-
pliance with maintenance orders. 

The protection of  senior citi-
zens is a multifaceted issue that re-
quires a combination of  strong
legal frameworks, effective sup-
port services, public awareness, and
robust data collection. While sig-
nificant progress has been made
in many countries, there is still
much work to be done to ensure
that seniors can live free from
abuse, neglect, and exploitation
failing which this epidemic of
silent suffering would spread like
anything leading to family break-
down, increased stress for care-
givers, loss of  trust within com-
munities and weak social fabric. 

The writer is General
Secretary, Confederation of

Central Govt. Employees and
Workers, Odisha State

Coordination Committee.

DRAMATIC SHIFTS 
I

ndia’s geo-economic and
geopolitical ambitions are
growing, and with this has
come a shift that challenges

long-held, time-tested positions
and alignments that have been
built during the Nehruvian era
and have been strengthened over
the first 75 years of  the republic.
This change in India’s positions
is probably best seen in the grow-
ing closeness to the Israeli regime
of  Benjamin Netanyahu which
has been accused of  a contin-
ued and relentless genocide in
Gaza. There isn’t much consen-
sus on this deep policy change in-
ternally in India.

The need for consensus is
probably less felt in areas of  for-
eign policy, geopolitics and geo-
economics, all of  which aren’t
the hot topic of  discussion in
the country. The average citi-
zen or student isn’t typically en-
gaged in the nuances of  foreign
policy, trade relations or politi-
cal leanings and their interplay
with economics.  Yet, the sig-
nificance of  this shift needs to
be underlined, as also a lack of
debate or consensus in India on
the realignment that is distinctly
underway. This comes at a dif-
ficult time in global affairs.

Consider that the RBI Annual
Report for 2023-24 released last
month has emphasised esca-
lating geopolitical tensions, ris-
ing geo-economic fragmenta-
tion and the inefficiencies that
this brings in a world where
globalisation appears to be in re-
treat. “Geopolitics” and “geo-
economics” as terms appear 16
times in the report dated May
30, 2024, a pointer to how eco-
nomics is being constrained by
politics in the context of  the
demands and exigencies of
geopolitics. The emphasis (or
overemphasis as some might
call this) tells us that an entire
gamut of  issues like the exter-
nal sector which comprises
trade, capital flows and cur-
rency movements, crude prices
and their movement, global fi-
nancial markets, global infla-
tion and the foreign exchange
market, are so deeply inter-
woven globally that any retreat
from the principles of  globali-

sation into an era of  deglobal-
isation will bring big new and
serious economic challenges.

Yet, these challenges are com-
ing in a world riddled with ris-
ing tensions and the potential
threat of  closing of  borders, a
reinforcement of  national agen-
das, and priorities of  a strong
nation-state as a force against
globalisation and multilateral-
ism. We see that already “trade
and investment flows are being
redirected along geopolitical
lines,” according to the first
Deputy Managing Director of
IMF, Gita Gopinath. In her May
2024 speech at the Stanford
Institute for Economic Policy
Research, she noted that China’s
share in US imports declined
by eight percentage points and
the US share in China’s exports
dropped by about four percent-
age points between 2017 and
2023 following a flare-up in trade
tensions. Direct trade between
Russia and the West collapsed
following the conflict with
Ukraine and subsequent sanc-
tions on Russia.

Geopolitical tensions are of
course not new; they surfaced
during the World Wars and
resurfaced during the 1970s in
the form of  a Cold War between
the then superpowers, the USA
and the Soviet Union. The eco-
nomic consequence of  this man-
ifested in the patterns and di-
rections of  foreign trade,

cross-border capital flows, cur-
rency movements and migra-
tion of  labour. The collapse of  the
USSR, the emergence of  China
as a new economic power, the for-
mation of  the European Union,
the emergence of  USA as a hege-
mon and most recently, new
questions  on the  Israel -
Palestinian conflict that is in-
creasingly being seen as geno-
cide has resulted in a paradigm
change in the world political
and economic order, threatening
multilateral co-operation and
multilateral systems of  eco-
nomic governance. 

The term “geo-economics”
was first used by Edward
Luttwak in 1990. Luttwak ar-
gued that cold war ideological
rivalries have been replaced
worldwide by economic com-
petition, in which trade and fi-
nance overshadow military
power. Geo-economics as a
branch of  knowledge emerged
from geopolitics as interna-
tional economic relations are
guided by political relations. 

Among the BRICS countries,
China has emerged as a new
economic power and geopoliti-
cal force, giving us the IMF clas-
sification of  blocs as USA-lean-
ing countries, China-leaning
countries and non-aligned coun-
tries. China has occupied a po-
sition for itself  in geopolitics.
Reflecting this, the Chinese cur-
rency renminbi has been in-

cluded in the basket of  cur-
rencies by IMF.

Russia with crude oil reserves
(geo-economic leverage) and a
strong military base (geopoliti-
cal leverage) is geopolitically sen-
sitive. India’s position in the con-
text  of  g eopoli t ics  is  i ts
commitment to maintain a har-
monious economic and political
relationship with both USA and
Russia. This is evident from the
revival of  rupee trade with Russia.
With regards to USA, India’s total
foreign trade during 2022-23 ac-
counted for 24.44% of  the total
(17.41% share in exports and share
in 7.03% imports). India’s trade
with China accounted for 17.18%
of  the total foreign trade (3.39%
share in exports and 6.47% share
in imports).

Broadly, in the blocs as men-
tioned above, where does India
stand? Is it USA-leaning, China-
leaning, non-aligned or ready for
partnerships everywhere and
anywhere? The official stance is
that India’s foreign policy ob-
jective is to move to multi-align-
ment from the conventional
non-alignment leaning. 

This is corroborated by India’s
foreign trade data during 2022-
2023, as published by the RBI.
Excluding USA and China, India’s
foreign trade to other countries ac-
counted for 58.38% of  the total
foreign trade during 2022-23, of
which the share of  the EU in for-
eign trade was 21.70%, and OPEC
countries 33.4%. As against this,
a decade ago (2013-14) the share of
total foreign trade excluding USA
and China, was 83.3% of  which the
share of  the EU in foreign trade
was 13.24%, and OPEC countries
31.26%. 

In sum, efficiency gains from
trade specialisation and glob-
alisation are under threat from
retreating globalisation. India
is working to rediscover itself  in
this phase and the shifts we see
are nothing short of  dramatic.

The writer is a former
central banker and

Professor at Gokhale
Institute of  Politics and

Economics, Pune. Views are
personal.  
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India’s position in the context of geopolitics is
its commitment to maintain a harmonious 

economic and political relationship with both
USA and Russia 

What men call knowledge, is the
reasoned acceptance of false
appearances. Wisdom looks
behind the veil and sees
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INDIA IS 
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OFTEN ROOTED IN
DEEP-SEATED 

CULTURAL AND
SOCIAL ISSUES 

Bruhaspati Samal

Triumphant return 

Sir, India clinched a resounding victory over South Africa in the
T20 World Cup 2024 final, marking a triumphant return to World
Cup glory after a long 13-year wait since their last ICC trophy in
2011. Under the astute leadership of  Rohit Sharma, the team dom-
inated throughout the tournament, showcasing their prowess
and resilience with consecutive winning streak. This victory was
particularly special as it served as a grand farewell for two stal-
warts of  Indian cricket, Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli as well as
for Indian head coach Rahul Dravid, who had not previously won
any World Cup trophy in his cricketing career. Both Rohit & Virat
announced their retirement from T20 internationals, making the
win an emotional and proud moment for all Indians. Rohit’s tac-
tical brilliance and Virat's consistent performances have been in-
strumental in India's cricketing success over the years, and their
departure marks the end of  an era. This victory will be cherished
as one of  the most emotional and proud moments in the history
of  Indian cricket.

Bishal Kumar Saha, MURSHIDABAD

Lunar exploration 

Sir, China's Chang’e-6 lunar probe successfully returned
to the earth on 25 June, landing in inner Mongolia. This
marks a significant achievement in lunar exploration.
The mission was launched from Hainan on 3 May. It aimed
to collect samples from the moon's far side, specifically
targeting the Apollo Crater in the South Pole- Aitken basin.
The South Pole basin is of  particular interest to scien-
tists due to its unique geological features, which are sig-
nificantly different from those on the near side of  the
moon. The probe collected approximately 2 kilograms
of  lunar soil and rock using a drill and a robotic arm.
These samples were transported back to earth via a re-
turn rocket. The samples are expected to provide valu-
able insights into the moon’s geological history and the
differences between its near and far sides. This could help
scientists understand the formation of  the moon and other
planets billion of  years ago.  

Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR
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Epidemic of silent suffering 

Debate Debacle

SPECTRUM SOCIETY
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J ulian Assange, founder of  WikiLeaks has, after a 14-year-long tor-
tuous legal journey, walked free. The trade-off  between him and
the US administration for his release, however, does not bring

good news for freedom of  speech and expression. As part of  the deal
the 52-year-old arrived at a federal court in Saipan, a Pacific terri-
tory administered by the US by a private plane from his London prison.
He was accompanied by former Australian Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd, who is now the ambassador to Washington. He pleaded guilty
to the crime of  ‘obtaining and disclosing national defence information.’
This was part of  the out-of-court settlement negotiated with the US
Justice Department. He admitted to encouraging his “source,” for-
mer military officer Chelsea Manning, to provide him with “clas-
sified material,” which was State Department and Pentagon docu-
ments classified as “secret.” WikiLeaks made these documents
public between 2009 and 2011. He got a five-year sentence, which only
enabled him to regain his freedom, as it was adjusted to the time
he had spent in prison in the UK. He immediately flew back to his
family in Sydney with the declaration that he would never set foot
in the United States of  America ever again.

The freedom was obtained through lobbying of  President Joe Biden
by current Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese. This is
certainly good for the man who spent 12 years in captivity under
the threat of  an extradition request from the US justice system. The
18 charges brought against him meant he ran the risk of  getting a
175-year prison sentence. After taking refuge for seven years in
the Ecuadorian embassy in London, he was arrested by British po-
lice in 2019 and has been imprisoned since then.

His disclosure was hailed as one of  the biggest triumphs of  jour-
nalism. What he achieved is a dream of  every investigative journalist.
Several internationally acclaimed newspapers published a selection
of  State Department diplomatic cables from a pool of  some 250,000
documents provided by WikiLeaks. This publication revealed and
threw light on important aspects of  US foreign policy. This completely
changed popular perception of  undercover operations practised by
the US which seem detrimental to many democratic institutions and
countries.   

Assange’s guilty plea agreement is a serious threat to the freedom
of  speech and expression as he has been convicted under the Federal
Espionage Act. The application of  the provisions of  the Act runs
counter the spirit of  the First Amendment to the US Constitution
on freedom of  expression. Whatever Assange may think about his
guilty plea in lieu of  securing his freedom, the fact remains that re-
vealing war crimes, as was made possible by WikiLeaks’ 2007 release
of  a Pentagon video featuring the deliberate targeting and killing
of  civilians in Iraq, including journalists, is not espionage but the
right to information. Ideally, he should never have been charged with
espionage by the US. The Biden administration’s keenness to get
a controversial case off  its plate, particularly in an election year,
is understandable.

The whole deal has deep global implications for journalism.
Using espionage charges is indeed a bad and cynical move. The hun-
dreds of  thousands of  leaked documents about the Afghanistan and
Iraq wars and diplomatic cables made public by WikiLeaks re-
vealed appalling abuses by the US and other governments, which
would not otherwise have been exposed. National security laws
are necessary. But that cannot be allowed to serve as a pretext to pre-
vent public scrutiny of  government acts of  omissions and commissions.
India has seen plenty of  such cases in recent times and many citi-
zens are still incarcerated under flimsy cases.

Alarmingly, the Espionage Act allows no public interest defence
that prevents defendants from discussing the material leaked, why
they shared it, and why they believe the public should know about
it. The US administration, which claims itself  a champion of  Press
freedom globally, has not covered itself  with glory by applying the
Act in Assange’s case.

However, Assange walking free is a great happy event for jour-
nalists across the globe. 

Price of Freedom
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Karimnagar (Telangana), June
30: The ‘recent suicide’ of  a
weaver at Sircilla in Telangana
has brought to the fore the alleged
lack of  work and adequate in-
come in this textile hub, with
the issue leading to a war of
words between the Opposition
BRS and the Congress.

Kudikyala Nagaraju recently
died by suicide as he was un-
able to repay his debts and this
came as a reminder of  the
tragedy of  weavers ending their
lives in the past.

While it is being claimed 10
weavers have ended their life so
far this year, the government
has pegged the number at six,
even as the BRS attacked the
ruling Congress over the matter.

Nagaraju (47), a weaver, took
his life by consuming acid at
Sircilla recently.

“My husband borrowed some
amount and failed to repay the
lenders. He did not have the
livelihood to take care of  me
and our two sons,” Nagaraju’s
wife Lavanya told PTI.

Similar  is  the  story  of
Adicherla Sai Kumar (25) who
committed ‘suicide’ in April this
year as he was unable to repay
the money he borrowed.

“My brother was working in
a powerloom in Sircilla. He had
no work for some time due to

the closure of  pow-
erlooms in the
area.  He  bor -
rowed money
and failed to
repay it,” said
Mahender, sib-
ling of  the de-
ceased.

Sircilla, located
in Telangana’s
Karimnagar is now
home to about 10,000
powerlooms, down
from the 27,000 in the past. About
9,000 to 10,000 families are de-
pendent on them for livelihood,
CITU’s Powerloom Workers
Union State President Musha
Ramesh said.

The workers had orders dur-
ing the previous government to
make sarees and school uni-
forms which used to be distrib-

uted to the poor
free of  cost. But,
the powerloom
workers  are
without work
now,  he
claimed.

They resort
to taking debts

to meet their ex-
penses and face

distress when they
are unable to repay

the loans, Ramesh
said.

According to him, 10 weavers
took the extreme step in Sircilla
district during this year.

The ‘suicide’ of  Kudikyala
Nagaraju also led to a war of
words between BRS Working
President KT Rama Rao, who
represents Sircilla in the state
Assembly, and Telangana Textiles

Minister Tummala Nageswara
Rao. In an open letter addressed
to Chief  Minister A Revanth
Reddy, Rama Rao accused the
government of  being responsi-
ble for the alleged suicides of
weavers due to lack of  work.

The deaths of  weavers are not
mere suicides but ‘government-
induced deaths’, he charged.

He too claimed that about 10
weavers have ended their lives
in recent times due to lack of
work and income.

The BRS government had en-
sured livelihood to the weavers
by placing orders to make school
uniforms and also sarees which
were given to the poor on the
occasion of  festivals, he said.

Rama Rao alleged that the
Congress government’s failure
to continue the welfare schemes
and orders for work initiated by
the previous administration has
resulted in weavers losing their
livelihood and facing severe fi-
nancial distress.

He demanded an ex-gratia of
Rs 25 lakh each to the kin of  the
deceased weavers.

Rama Rao urged the govern-
ment to immediately resume
and implement the welfare
schemes and support pro-
grammes implemented by the
previous BRS regime, the pow-
erloom subsidies and orders for
school uniforms to boost the
weavers’ employment.

Telangana weavers resort to suicide  
Weavers turn to taking on debts to meet their expenses and face distress when they are unable to repay the loans

WHILE
IT IS BEING

CLAIMED 10 WEAVERS
HAVE ENDED THEIR LIFE SO

FAR THIS YEAR, THE
GOVERNMENT HAS PEGGED THE

NUMBER AT SIX, EVEN AS THE BRS
ATTACKED THE RULING CONGRESS

OVER THE MATTER

BRS DEMANDS EX-GRATIA OF RS 25
LAKH EACH TO THE KIN OF THE

DECEASED WEAVERS

NAGARAJU (47), A WEAVER,
TOOK HIS LIFE BY

CONSUMING ACID AT
SIRCILLA RECENTLY
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Thiruvananthapuram, June
30: The war of  words between
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
and BJP leader  Rajeev
Chandrasekhar continued over
establishment of  AIIMS in Kerala
with the former saying that no
MP can promise to set up the
prestigious medical institution
in the place of  his choice.

In a social media post Sunday,
Tharoor said despite his best ef-
forts for Thiruvananthapuram
Lok Sabha constituency, the cen-
tral government has accepted
Kerala government’s proposal
to set up AIIMS in Kozhikode
district.

State Health Minister Veena
George has informed the state
Assembly that the Centre has
accepted the proposal to set up
an AIIMS at  Kinalur  in
Kozhikode, he pointed out on X. 

“I stated during the election
campaign that no MP can prom-

ise to set up an AIIMS in any lo-
cation of  his choice – it depends
on what the state government
proposes and the central gov-
ernment agrees to. Despite my
best efforts, and intensive lob-
bying for an AIIMS in my con-
stituency, I honestly told voters
that the state government had
opted for Kozhikode and that
was the sole choice before the
Centre,” Tharoor said.

“Shame on those BJP candi-
dates who misled voters by prom-
ising otherwise!” Tharoor added.

In his reaction, Chandrasekhar
said the Congress MP, who has
represented Thiruvananthapuram
for 15 years, has kept none of  his
promises.

Chandrasekhar claimed that
the situation would have been dif-
ferent if  it was a BJP MP rep-
resenting Thiruvananthapuram
and he would have fought for it.

“This Cong MP who has rep-
resented Thiruvanthapuram for
15 yrs and has kept none of  his
promises  -  from making

Barcelona, High court bench etc
etc (list is embarassingly long),
is talking tdy (almost in relief)
that Kozhikode is getting an
AIIMS - that wud not hv been case
if  a BJP/NDA MP had repre-
sented & fought for TVM - which
i will.”

“Reality that @BJP4Keralam,
PM @narendramodi ji & I will do
more  for  ALL people  of
Thiruvanthapuram in next 5
years than the smooth talking,
do-nothing, Lying types who hv
squatted there for so many
years,” Chandrashekhar said.

In the run-up to the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, the NDA can-
didate for Thiruvananthapuram
seat Rajeev Chandrasekhar had
assured that he will make every
effort to bring AIIMS to the con-
stituency once elected as the MP.

After a neck-and-neck fight,
Congress’ Shashi Tharoor won
Thiruvananthapuram LS seat
a g ainst  BJP’s  Rajeev
Chandrasekhar for a record
fourth term.

Tharoor, Rajeev Chandrasekhar
spar over Kerala AIIMS promise

DEBT
TRAP

Tharoor asserted that no
MP can unilaterally 

decide the location of the 
medical institution, while
Chandrasekhar criticissed

Tharoor for not 
fulfilling promises to

Thiruvananthapuram
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Hyderabad, June 30: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Sunday
released three books on the life
of  M Venkaiah Naidu and re-
called his contributions, in-
cluding the fight against impo-
sition of  Emergency and as
Union Minister  and Vice
President.

Recalling that the 50th an-
niversary of  Emergency was ob-
served recently, he said Naidu
was even in jail for about 17
months during the fight against
Emergency. The Emergency was
imposed by the Congress by tar-
nishing the image of  the coun-
try’s Constitution, he said.

The books, including a biog-
raphy, were released on the eve
of  Naidu’s 75th birthday.

Expressing happiness over re-
leasing the biography and two
other books, Modi exuded con-
fidence that the books would in-
spire people and show the right
direction for national service.

The journey of  Naidu, from
being a farmer’s son to occupy-

ing high-ranking positions as
Union Minister  and Vice
President, is filled with many
experiences, he said.

Naidu chose to take up the
Rural Development ministry in
the cabinet of  former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
despite being a senior in the party,
as he wanted to serve the villages,
farmers and the poor, he said.

During Naidu’s tenure as
Urban Development Minister
as his senior cabinet colleague,
several initiatives, including
Swachh Bharat Mission and
Smart Cities Mission, were
started, Modi said.

Praising Naidu’s oratory, wit-
tiness, alertness and spon-
taneity, he recalled the latter’s
comment of  ‘ek hath me BJP ka
jhanda aur doosre hath me
NDA ka agenda’ (BJP’s flag in

one hand and NDA’s agenda in
another hand) during the
Vajpayee regime.

During Naidu’s tenure as
Chairman of  Rajya Sabha, the
bill to abolish Article 370 was
passed with majesty, dignity and
honour though the government
did not have majority in the
upper house, he said.

BJP grew as a ‘vatvriksh’
(banyan tree) that it is today,
due to the efforts of  lakhs of  ac-
tivists like Naidu, he said.

He hoped that the country
would emerge as a developed
nation in 2047 when Naidu cel-
ebrates his 100th birthday.

In his response, Naidu thanked
the Prime Minister for releasing
the books. Appreciating Modi’s
endeavour for the country’s de-
velopment, he said skill devel-
opment is the need of  the hour.

“Development and welfare
must go hand in hand. We should
not be tempted by these freebies
and then make the people lazy.
Yes, we must give them a help-
ing hand. You have been giving
free ration to crores of  people
across the country. That should
continue as long as it is required.
But, at the same time, skill de-
velopment is the need of  the
hour,” the former Vice President
said. Naidu also favoured pro-
moting Indian languages.

The books released by the PM
include biography of  the for-
mer Vice President tit led
“Venkaiah Naidu – Life in
Service,” “Celebrating Bharat
– The Mission and Message of
Shri M Venkaiah Naidu as 13th
Vice–President of  India”, a photo
chronicle and a pictorial biog-
raphy in Telugu titled “Mahaneta
– Life and Journey of  Shri M
Venkaiah Naidu.”

Venkaiah Naidu, several other
leaders and prominent person-
alities attended the event in
Hyderabad.
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Alappuzha (Kerala), June 30:
Kerala Fisheries Minister Saji
Cheriyan has strongly criticised
the state’s education standards,
saying many students who
cleared the SSLC exam lack the
skills to write or read properly.

A day after his remarks went
viral ,  General  Education
Minister V Sivankutty outrightly
rejected it and said the obser-
vation was not factual.

Speaking at an event here
Saturday, Cheriyan recalled that
earlier it was challenging to se-
cure the minimum pass mark
of  210, but now all students were
able to clear the examination.

“But, a significant percent-
age of  them do not know how to
read or write properly,” he said.

Expressing concern that if
anyone flunked the examina-
tion, it would be portrayed as
the failure of  the dispensation,
the minister said it was good
for the government to be liberal
in the evaluation for the SSLC ex-
aminations.

But, the present General
Education Minister Sivankutty,

who already made it clear that
the practice was not right, is ex-
pected to bring reforms, Cheriyan
added.

In  a  s tatement  Sunday,
Sivankutty said Kerala is the
state that provides pre-primary,
primary, upper-primary, high
school and higher secondary ed-
ucation in the best manner in the
country.

“Kerala will not compromise
on academic excellence. Kerala
still ranks first in the Centre’s de-
velopment indics in terms of
school education,” he noted.

Sivankutty also said a con-
troversy has now been brewing
over some remarks made by
Minister Cheriyan.

“If  you listen to the entire
speech, it is clear that he has
expressed his opinion to take
the public education sector to a
higher level,” the Minister added.

He also listed out various ini-
tiatives being taken up by his
department to better the school
education system in the state.

A pass percentage of  99.69 per
cent was registered in the Class
10 Secondary School Leaving
Certificate examinations in
Kerala for the academic year
2023-24 when the results were
announced last month.

A total of  4,25,563 students
cleared the examination for an
overall pass percentage of  99.69
per cent, officials said.

PM releases three books on Naidu
From being farmer’s 

son to VP, Naidu’s journey 
inspiring, says Modi

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Thiruvananthapuram, June
30: The tribal women in Kerala’s
Attapadi, who manufacture
Karthumbi umbrellas, got the
biggest boost when Prime

M i n i s t e r  N a re n d r a  M o d i
Sunday highlighted them in
his monthly radio programme
‘Mann Ki Baat’. 

“Umbrellas have a special sig-
nificance in the culture of
Kerala...Umbrellas are an im-
portant part of  traditions and rit-
uals there...But the umbrella I am
talking about is the Karthumbi
umbrella...and these are pre-
pared in  Attappadi  of
Kerala…These colourful um-
brellas are spectacular…And
the speciality is that these um-
brellas are made by our tribal sis-
ters  of  Kerala…Today,

Karthumbi Umbrellas are com-
pleting the journey from a small
village in Kerala to multina-

tional companies…What can be
a better example of  being ‘vocal
for local’” said PM Modi. 

Incidentally, it has been around
eight years since this umbrella
brand made by around 70 tribal
women at Attappadi in Palakkad
district was launched. 

This innovative project has
been promoted by Thampu, an
organisation engaged in com-
munity projects and Peace
Collective, an online commu-
nity. Another organisation play-
ing its role is a group of  IT
professionals under the name
of  Progressive Techies which
is engaged in marketing the
umbrellas.

Starting on a modest note,

today those behind this project
have started to train around 350
women who will be able to soon
ply this trade. 

These umbrellas, which are
sold through online sites, cost
around Rs 350 to Rs 390. The
major sales happen during the
monsoon season during which
around 15,000 pieces are sold
annually. 

With PM Modi now high-
lighting the Karthumbi um-
brellas, those behind this inno-
vative venture are cheered up
and expect the sales to grow
steeply.

Min criticises Kerala’s 
education standards

MOST LITERATE STATE

Fisheries Minister says
SSLC students lack skills
to read, write; Education

Minister rejects

PM highlights Karthumbi umbrellas made by tribal women
It has been around eight
years since this umbrella
brand made by around 70
tribal women at Attappadi

in Palakkad district 
was launched

Telangana to appoint 
one teacher for every 
school with 10 students
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Hyderabad, June 30: The gov-
ernment of  Telangana will ap-
point one teacher for every gov-
ernment school with a strength
of  one to 10 students. 

The state government has
started an official exercise for the
transfer of  teachers taking into
consideration the number of
students studying in every gov-
ernment school.

The process of  the transfer
of  teachers is aimed at improv-
ing the quality of  educational
standards in all government
schools. The previous govern-
ment had issued two orders in
2015 and 2021. As per the orders,
one teacher was appointed for a
school with 0-19 students, two
teachers for a school with 20 to
60 students and three teachers for
a school with 61 to 90 students.

According to  the  Chief
Minister’s Office, the present
state government has allotted
teacher posts by taking into con-
sideration the strength of  the
students to provide quality ed-
ucation in each school.

One teacher has been allot-
ted for a school with a strength
of  1 - 10 students. Two teachers
for a school with 11 to 40 stu-
dents and three teachers with
41 to 60 students in a school. 

Web options have been made
available to fill all sanctioned
teacher posts in schools where
the student strength is above 61.

Teacher posts have not been al-
lotted to the schools with zero
strength of  students. The num-
ber of  teacher posts will also be
increased in the schools where
the student strength will in-
crease compared to the present

Chief  Minister A Revanth
Reddy has said that, unlike the
previous government, his gov-
ernment would not close down
single-teacher schools. The schools
were shut down due to lack of
students and this situation pre-
vailed because of  lack of  focus on
developing infrastructure in
schools, he had said June 10.
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Thiruvananthapuram, June
30 :  T he Kerala  Excise
Department has issued direc-
tions to strengthen surveillance
around schools in the state to
prevent the spread and use of
drugs.

The directions were issued
Saturday at a meeting of  dis-
trict-level officers and above,
chaired by State Excise Minister
MB Rajesh.

Rajesh said since schools are
in session, diligent vigilance
and special monitoring must be
ensured. 

“Special efforts should be made

to prevent the spread and usage
of  drugs. Enhanced monitoring
should be implemented in all ed-
ucational institutions, includ-
ing schools. Women officers
should be appointed to monitor
schools, and a special squad can
be formed if  necessary,” the min-
ister was quoted as saying in a
release issued by the department

The minister also suggested

that female excise officers re-
ceive special training for this
purpose.  Directions were issued
to intensify the surveillance of
shops within school premises.

In the wake of  the recent spu-
rious liquor disaster in
Kallakurichi in Tamil Nadu, the
meeting also decided that special
measures should also be taken in
Kerala to prevent such incidents.

“Special attention should be
given to districts bordering neigh-
bouring states. A district-level
special squad should be formed
to tighten inspections. Efforts
should be made to curb the
spread of  drugs and illicit alco-
hol,” the release said.

Taking Reddy’s advice,
Centre extends Smart
Cities Mission till March
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyder abad,  June  30 :
Responding positively to the ap-
peal made by Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy re-
cently, the Central government
has extended the Smart Cities
Mission till March 2025.

A press release from the CMO
said during his recent visit to the
national capital, Reddy met
Union minister for Housing and
Urban Affairs Manohar Lal
Khattar and requested him to
extend the deadline for Smart
City Mission till June, 2025.

“In the larger interests of  the
public, CM Revanth Reddy
pleaded with the Central gov-
ernment for the extension of
the Smart City Mission until
the works are completed.In a
positive response, the Union gov-
ernment wrote a letter to the
states Saturday extending the
Smart City Mission till March 31,
2025,” the release said.

The Centre has earlier set the
target of  the completion of  the
Smart City mission by June-
end. Several works have been
taken up in Warangal and
Karimnagar under Smart Cities
Mission in the state. As many as
45 works have already been com-
pleted in Warangal while an-
other 66 at the cost of  Rs 518
crore are under progress.

Drug abuse: Patrolling to strengthen around schools

The books, including a
biography, were

released on the eve of
Naidu’s 75th birthday
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MONDAY | JULY 1 | 2024 | BHUBANESWAR To deflect attention from matters

like NEET, despite the constant
criticism, the PM is talking about
umbrellas of Kerala and Araku
[coffee] of Andhra Pradesh --
after having criticised southern
India previously
PAWAN KHERA | CONGRESS SPOKESPERSON

A bridge over the Imphal River in Manipur’s 
Imphal West District collapsed when a wood-laden
truck was crossing it Sunday, sending the vehicle
plunging into the water, officials said. Police said
the truck’s driver is currently missing and rescue
operations are underway

TRUCK PLUNGES INTO RIVER
AS BRIDGE COLLAPSES

national
The agony and
anguish of
Manipur

continue. The non-
biological PM has
time for everything
else but visiting the
troubled state or even talking to its
elected representatives face-to-face

JAIRAM RAMESH | CONGRESS GENERAL SECRETARY

of the
day uote 

If plundering of
our natural
resources

continues, there will
be a day in this world
when only humans
will be around - not
animals, avian species and plants.
Just think about what will 
happen to our future if such a
situation arises. We must work
towards saving the planet

BHUPENDER YADAV | UNION ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

Reiterated
Modi Govt's
commitment to

protecting the
interests of our
farmers and
deliberated on
innovative & collaborative strategies
to drive sustainable growth in the
tobacco sector

PIYUSH GOYAL | UNION COMMERCE MINISTER

HC to pass order on
Bibhav’s plea today
New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court will Monday deliver 
its verdict on the issue of
maintainability of a plea by
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s close aide Bibhav
Kumar challenging his arrest
in connection with the alleged
assault on AAP MP Swati
Maliwal at the CM’s residence.
Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma had reserved order on
the maintainability of Kumar’s
petition May 31 after hearing
his counsel as well as the
lawyers appearing for the
Delhi Police. Kumar, presently
in judicial custody, allegedly
assaulted Maliwal May 13 at
Kejriwal’s official residence.
He was arrested May 18.

Pvt bus overturns; 
1 dead, over 30 hurt
Bilaspur: A newborn died, and
more than 30 passengers
sustained injuries after a
private bus overturned in
Chhattisgarh’s Bilaspur
district Sunday, police said.
The accident occurred near
the Lalkhadan flyover under
Torwa police station limits
here when the bus was
heading to Sarangarh town
from Bilaspur city around 11
am, an official said. Some
passersby called an ambulance
and informed the police, he
said. A newborn died, and
injured persons were rushed
to the Chhattisgarh Institute
of Medical Sciences (CIMS)
and other hospitals, he said. 

J’khand: Girder of
bridge collapses 
Giridih: A girder of an under-
construction bridge over 
the Arga river collapsed and a
pillar got tilted in heavy rain in
Jharkhand’s Giridih district, 
an official said Sunday.  There
was no report of any injury, he
said.  The incident took place
in Deori block, around 235 km
from Jharkhand’s capital
Ranchi, Saturday night. The
bridge is being constructed on
Fatehpur-Bhelwagati road to
connect Dumritola and
Karipahri villages.

NIA arrests two 
New Delhi: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
Sunday arrested two men,
associated with international
pan-Islamist organisation
Hizb-ut-Tahrir, for allegedly
radicalising youngsters in
Tamil Nadu. The arrested men
have been identified as Abdul
Rehman alias Abdul Rahman
and Mujibur Rehman alias
Mujibur Rahman Altham
Sahib, both from Thanjavur
district, a statement issued 
by the NIA said.

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, June 30: About 67
per cent of  cancer patients avail-
ing treatment in private hospi-
tals and about 33 per cent being
treated at government hospitals
sought a second opinion to find
if  their treatment is on correct
course and to check availabil-
ity of  latest treatment and med-
icines, a survey has found.

The survey was carried out
by the Cancer Mukt Bharat
Foundation, a Delhi based NGO
on 1,769 cancer patients across
India who called on its Cancer
helpline number from March 1
to May 31 this year. The maxi-
mum number of  calls were from
Hyderabad followed by Meerut,
Mumbai and New Delhi.

Dr Ashish Gupta, a senior on-

cologist who is heading the
Cancer Mukt Bharat Campaign,
said, “In the field of  cancer
care, new medicines are ap-
proved almost every week. So
this is the main reason to get
another opinion”. 

“Since the launch of  the free
of  cost National Cancer Helpline
number 9355520202, it is prov-
ing to be a support system for can-
cer patients across India. We get
more than 50 calls every day
from across all Indian states ask-
ing about latest treatment meth-
ods for their respective cancer di-
agnosis,” he said. 

The campaign aims to reduce
incidence and impact of  cancer
on individuals and communi-
ties through education and early
detection, Dr Gupta stated.

The helpline is operational

from 10 am to 5 pm from Monday
to Saturday. Cancer patients can
call on this number to speak to
leading oncologists directly or
even place a video call to dis-
cuss about the cancer treatment
without paying any fees.

The survey found that patients
from both government and pri-
vate hospital were keen to take
second opinion for their cancer
treatment.

Dr Gupta said 67 per cent pa-
tients who called on this helpline

are taking treatment from private
hospitals while 33 per cent were
those being treated at govern-
ment hospitals.

“First step should be the best
step” to win over cancer as the
first step decides the success of
any cancer treatment. With con-
tinuous research now we get

new medicines almost every
week which can treat cancer in
better way leading to better 
outcomes and good quality of
life for cancer patients.

“So second opinion can as-
sure the use of  latest medicines
and treatment methods that usu-
ally differ from hospital to hos-
pital,” he said.

Cancer requires a compre-
hensive and accurate approach
to diagnosis and treatment. In re-
cent years, there has been in-
crease in demand for second
opinions in cancer care. This
shift is driven by advancements
in technology, increased aware-
ness among patients, and the
presence of  internationally
trained cancer experts practis-
ing in the country, Dr Gupta
elaborated.

Cancer patients prefer to take second opinion: Study
THE SURVEY WAS CARRIED

OUT BY THE CANCER MUKT
BHARAT FOUNDATION, A DELHI
BASED NGO ON 1,769 CANCER
PATIENTS ACROSS INDIA WHO
CALLED ON ITS CANCER
HELPLINE NUMBER FROM
MARCH 1 TO MAY 31 THIS YEAR

THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF
CALLS WERE FROM

HYDERABAD FOLLOWED 
BY MEERUT, MUMBAI 
AND NEW DELHI
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Raiganj (WB), June 30: The
West Bengal Police  Sunday reg-
istered a case after a video clip
of  a brutal assault on a couple
allegedly engaged in an
illicit relationship
went viral.

T h e  m a n
wh o  w a s
seen in the
video beat-
ing up the
two with a
bamboo
stick was
allegedly a
local  TMC
l e a d e r  o f
Chopra in Uttar
Dinajpur district
where the incident oc-
curred following a decision of  a
‘salishi sabha’(Kangaroo court).

PTI could not independently
verify the authenticity of  the
video which triggered wide-
spread outrage. Islampur Police
Superintendent Joby Thomas
K said the police have watched
the video clip on social media
and have registered a case after
verification.

“We have initiated raids to
arrest the culprit and will in-
vestigate the reason behind the
act promptly,” he said. The video

clip shows the man beating up
the woman who grimaced in
pain. The accused also thrashed
a man with the stick.

The Opposition BJP and
CPI(M) accused the TMC of
being involved in the incident
and termed it “bulldozer jus-
tice” under the rule of  Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

“This is the ugly face of
Mamata Banerjee’s rule in West
Bengal. The guy in the video,
who is beating up a woman mer-
cilessly... is famous for giving
quick justice through his ‘insaf'
sabha and is a close associate of
C h o p r a  M L A  H a m i d u r
Rahaman,” BJP IT Cell head
Amit Malviya said in a post on
X. He claimed that there is a
Sandeshkhali in every village of
West Bengal and Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee is a “curse
for women”.

State Congress president
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury 
alleged that attacks on ordinary
people and the TMC’s political

opponents are continuing
in West Bengal, though

t h e  T r i n a m o o l
Congress won the

Lok Sabha elec-
t ions in  the
state.

“How can a
wo m a n  b e
beaten up in
t h i s  w ay ?

Attack on any
woman is bar-

b a r i c  a n d  d e -
plorable,” he said.

“Such inci-
dents of  violence are giv-

ing a bad name to West Bengal,”
the senior Congress leader said.

Local TMC MLA Hamidur
Rahman denied he has any 
connection with the accused
and distanced himself  from the
incident. He said it was a village
matter and not related to the
party.

TMC district  president
Kaniyalal Agarwal attributed
the incident to the couple's al-
leged illicit relationship, which
“did not go down well with the
villagers”.

KANGAROO COURT IN WEST BENGAL 

Couple assaulted,
video goes viral
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Jammu, June 30: A place of
worship was allegedly vandalised
by unidentified people in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Reasi district,
triggering protests Sunday by
locals  belonging to  both  
the Hindu and Muslim commu-
nities, officials said.

At least 12 people have been 
detained as police have formed
a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) ,  while  De puty
Commissioner Vishesh Paul
Mahajan has assured the pro-
testers that stern action will be
taken against the culprits.

The place of  worship was
found vandalised by a visitor in
a village in the Dharmari area
Saturday evening, sparking 
tension and spontaneous protests,
with the protesters demanding
that the culprits be identified
and punished. 

Members of  both the Hindu
and Muslim communities jointly
staged the protests and said such
incidents are a deliberate at-
tempt to create a rift among
them to har m the age-old 
brotherhood in the district.

The protesters blocked the main
road in the district by burning
tyres and staging a sit-in, the of-
ficials said, adding that they dis-
persed peacefully after senior po-
lice officers told them that an FIR
has been registered and efforts are
on to nab the culprits. “Anyone try-
ing to vitiate the peaceful at-
mosphere will not be spared. It is
an attempt to create hurdles and
sabotage developmental activi-
ties, besides communal harmony.”

“This is my guarantee.... 
We will not tolerate any attempt
to damage peace in the district,”
the de puty commissioner 
said. Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP), Reasi, Mohita
Sharma said 12 people have been
detained in connection with the
incident.

A case under section 295 (in-
juring or defiling place of  
worship, with intent to insult
the religion of  any class) of  the
Indian Penal  Code  ( IPC)  
has been lodged at the Arnas
police station and further 
investigation is on, she added.

Sensing the gravity of  the 
incident, the SSP has consti-
tuted an SIT under the super-
vision of  the deputy superin-
tendent of  police, operations,
Reasi, who along with his team
is stationed in Arnas for the in-
vestigation of  the case on priority.

12 detained as place
of worship ‘vandalised’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhognadih (Sahibganj), June
30: Former Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren Sunday
declared a “rebellion” against
“feudal forces”, asserting that
the Opposition INDIA bloc will
drive out the BJP from across the
country.

“I have stepped out of  my
home for the first time post my
release to address you on ‘Hul
Diwas’. It is a day of  inspira-
tion for all of  us. Like the Santhal
uprising against the British, we
declare ‘Hul rebellion’ to drive
out feudal forces not only from
Jharkhand but across the 
country,” he said.

The day marks the 1855 Santhal
rebellion against the British. “I
was implicated in false cases...
The Centre unleashes its probe
agencies to harass those who
raise their voice against it. It is
only two days that I am out of  jail,
but the BJP is jittery. Top party
leaders  are  frequenting
Jharkhand and conspiring
against me again,” he said.

The JMM executive president
also asserted that Jharkhand is
known as a land of  revolution-
aries and “we are not afraid of
jail, lathi or execution”. “It has
come to my knowledge that they
(BJP) are making plans to pre-
pone Assembly elections (in
Jharkhand)... I dare them to con-
duct the elections any day they
wish to... We are prepared. They
will face a crushing defeat,” he
said, urging people to be ready
to face “testing times ahead”.

Soren, who began his speech
with ‘Hul Johar’ - a salutation in
Santhal language meaning ‘rev-
olutionary solution’, claimed
that when he started demanding

the rights of  tribals, including
`1.36 lakh crore from the Centre
in lieu of  coal resources, he was
sent behind bars. “But, the task
I initiated and the war I waged
will not stop,” the former CM
asserted.

He said a legislation will be
brought in, which will ensure
that benefits of  the mines and
minerals reach the people of
Jharkhand first, contending that
resources from the state were
“making other places rich while
its inhabitants were forced to
live in poverty and backward-
ness”. Soren also hit out at the
Centre, alleging that prices of
essential commodities were soar-
ing, and examination papers
were getting regularly leaked.

The former CM was released
Friday from the Birsa Munda
Jail after the Jharkhand high
court granted bail to him in a
money laundering case. He was
arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) January 31 in
connection with a  money 
laundering case linked to an 
alleged land scam.

AGENCIES

Pune (Maharashtra), June
30:  A family outing turned
tragic when a woman and two
girls drowned at a waterfall
close to Bhushi Dam in Pune’s
Lonavala area Sunday. 

Two children in the 4-9 age
group remain missing.

A heart-wrenching video of
the incident shows a group of
people, including those who
lost their lives, being swept
away by gushing water caused
by intense rainfall  in the 
region.

According to the police, 16-
17 members of  a family from
S ay y a d  N a g a r  i n  P u n e ’s
Hadapsar area had hired a pri-
vate bus to visit the scenic

spot near Lonavala for a picnic
o n  t h e  r a i n - s o a k e d  d ay.
Inspector Suhas Jagtap of
Lonavala police station said
about 10 people were swept
away around 12.30 pm due to
sudden flooding. While some of
them managed to escape, one
girl  was rescued by other 
revellers.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pune, June 30: NCP (SP) chief
Sharad Pawar Sunday said his
party, Congress, and the Shiv
Sena (UBT) led by Uddhav
Thackeray will jointly contest the
Maharashtra Assembly polls,
due in October this year.

Addressing a news conference
here, Pawar also said it is the
moral responsibility of  the major
Opposit ion par ties  in
Maharashtra to protect in the
state Assembly polls the interests
of  smaller allies, which were
part of  the coalition in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.

The NCP (SP), Congress and
the Shiv Sena (UBT) are con-
stituents of  the Opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA), which was
in power in the state from
November 2019 till June 2022 be-
fore  the  col lapse  of  the

Thackeray-led government.
Pawar said the Opposition

will keep a collective face be-
fore the people of  Maharashtra.

There is need for a change in
the state and it is the moral re-
sponsibility of  the Opposition
coalition to discharge it, Pawar
said. “As Arjuna’s target (in the
epic Mahabharata) was an eye
(of  a fish), our eyes are all set on
the elections in Maharashtra.
The Congress, NCP (SP) and
Uddhav Thackeray’s Sena (UBT)
will jointly contest the Vidhan
Sabha polls,” he said. The former
Maharashtra Chief  Minister
said talks on seat-sharing in the
state have not begun, but will
commence soon.  “But like these
three parties, the Left parties,
Peasants and Workers Party
(PWP) were also a part of  the
coalition but we could not give
them seats in the Lok Sabha. It

is our moral responsibility to
protect the interests of  these
parties,” he said.

“So the efforts will be to go
ahead with them (in the state
Assembly polls),” Pawar added.

Asked about the state budget
presented Friday by the Eknath
Shinde government, the NCP
(SP) chief  said, “What happens
if  you go with an empty pocket
in a market? It’s a matter of  a few
days, reality will be seen soon.”
A monthly allowance of `1,500
to women in the 21 to 60 age

group, three free LPG cylinders
a year for households, farmer-
friendly steps and a stipend of
`10,000 per month to youths for
skill training were highlights
of  the Maharashtra gover
nment’s budget for 2024-25 
presented  Friday, four months
ahead of  the state polls. 

Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar  Friday said
the state government will send
a proposal to United Nations
agency UNESCO for world her-
itage nomination for the annual
Pandharpur ‘wari’ which has a
tradition of  1,000 years. He said
the government will also set up
a separate corporation to pro-
vide facilities to devotees of  Lord
Vitthal (called warkaris), who
undertake the annual pilgrimage
from Alandi and Dehu in Pune
district to the Vitthal-Rukmini
temple in Pandharpur.

Participants during ‘Shakti Run’ rally, organised for the cause of gender justice and women’s safety in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

Soren declares ‘rebellion’
to drive out ‘feudal forces’

Cong, Sena (UBT) and NCP (SP) to jointly fight: Pawar Three of family drown in
Lonavala; 2 kids missing

The man who was
seen in the video beating
up the two with a bamboo

stick was allegedly a local TMC
leader of Chopra in Uttar

Dinajpur district where the
incident occurred following

a decision of a a 
kangaroo court

PTI PHOTO

MAHA ASSEMBLY POLLS 
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The Kuwait government has
started a special programme on

its national radio. And that too
in Hindi. It is broadcast every Sunday for
half an hour on Kuwait Radio. It includes
myriad shades of Indian culture. Our films
and discussions related to the art world
are very popular among the Indian
community therea
NARENDRA MODI | PRIME MINISTER

Andhra Pradesh’s Minister for
Transport, Mandipalli Ramprasad
Reddy said Sunday that the state
government will soon roll out free
travel facility for women in Andhra
Pradesh State Road Transport
Corporation (APSRTC) buses

FREE BUS TRAVEL FOR WOMEN

y
y

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

The Araku
coffee is grown
with love and

devotion by our tribal
sisters and brothers.
It represents a blend
of sustainability,
tribal empowerment, and innovation.
It's a reflection of the boundless
potential of our people of Andhra
Pradesh. Thank you for sharing this,
Hon’ble PM Narendra Modi Ji, and for
endorsing a truly Made in AP
product. I look forward to enjoying
another cup with you

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU | ANDHRA PRADESH

CHIEF MINISTER

of the
day uote 

There is a
#Sandeshkhali
in every village

and Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee is
a curse for women.
There is no
semblance of law and order in
Bengal. Will Mamata Banerjee act
against this monster or defend him
like she stood up for Sheikh
Shahjahan?

AMIT MALVIYA | NATIONAL CONVENER

OF THE IT CELL OF THE BJP

I am standing
before you with
the pride of

having won all 40
seats (39 in TN and
the lone Pondicherry
constituency…
Though it was a parliamentary
election, the Opposition parties
targeted me and criticised this
Dravidian model government

M K STALIN | TAMIL NADU CM

national

Modi resumes
‘Mann Ki Baat’
New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Sunday
resumed his monthly radio
broadcast ‘Mann Ki Baat’ after
taking a break during the Lok
Sabha elections.  In a post on
X, he said, “Delighted to
connect with people through
Mann Ki Baat once again...”
This was his first ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ after taking charge as
the Prime Minister for a third
consecutive term. The PM
paid homage to the martyrs of
the Santhal Rebellion on the
occasion of Hul Diwas and
mentioned that Sidho and
Kanho organised a movement
against the British in 1855, 
two years before 1857.

2 killed, 12 hurt as
water tank collapses 
Mathura (UP): Two people
died and 12 others were
seriously injured  Sunday 
after a water tank in a
residential colony here
collapsed, officials said. The
incident took place at around
6 pm in Krishna Vihar Colony,
developed by the Uttar
Pradesh Awas Vikas Parishad,
they said. The casualties are
likely to rise as some people,
including children, got buried
under the debris of the 2.5
lakh litre tank, the officials
said, adding some nearby
houses also came under the
rubble.  District Magistrate
Shailendra Kumar Singh said
the injured were taken to the
district hospital for treatment.
Apart from the fire service 
and police personnel, teams 
of revenue, municipal
corporation, and health
department are engaged in
the rescue work, the DM said.

SHORT TAKES

This is not Uganda.
-This is not even
papua new guinea. 
—This massive
development is
results of 32 yrs of
BJP ruled Gujarat..

-A pregnant lady is been carried in Sack
in #Chottaudepur, Turkheda village. 
NOTE : Modi was 3 time CM of this state.

@mshahi0024

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kasaragod (Kerala), June 30:
Two youths, who were on their
way to a hospital using Google
Maps to find their way, drove
their car into a swollen river
but had a miraculous escape as
the vehicle got stuck to a tree
in Kerala’s norther nmost
Kasaragod district.

The visuals of  Fire Force 
personnel pulling them to safety
from the overflowing river in
Pallanchi here the other day
went viral on social media 
platforms Sunday.

T hey could  escape  and 
contact the Fire Force personnel
only because their vehicle, which

was carried away by the water
currents, got stuck in a tree. The
rescued youths said they were on

their way to a hospital in neigh-
bouring Karnataka in the wee
hours the other day and were

proceeding using Google Maps.
Abdul Rasheed, one of  the

youths, said Google Maps showed
a narrow road and they drove

their car through it. “Using
the vehicle's headlight,

we felt that there was
some water in front of
us.  But ,  we  didn’ t  
see that there was a
river on both sides and

a bridge in the middle.
There was also no side-

wall for the bridge,” he told
a TV channel.

The car suddenly began to get
carried away in the water cur-
rents but later got stuck in a tree
on the shores of  the river. By
this time, they managed to open

the car door, come out of  the ve-
hicle and contacted the Fire
Force personnel by sending them
the location.

Later, Fire Force personnel
rushed to the place and pulled out
the two men to safety using ropes.
“We never thought that we could
come back to life. We truly feel
that it is a rebirth,” Rasheed
added. Last month, a group of
tourists from Hyderabad drove
into a swollen stream near
Kuruppanthara in Kottayam ap-
parently after using Google Maps.

All four managed to escape
unharmed due to the efforts of
a nearby police patrol unit and
local residents, but their vehicle
was completely submerged.

Google Maps ‘misguides’ Kerala youths into river

THE
RESCUED

YOUTHS SAID THEY
WERE ON THEIR WAY

TO A HOSPITAL IN
NEIGHBOURING

KARNATAKA IN THE WEE
HOURS THE OTHER DAY

AND WERE
PROCEEDING USING

GOOGLE MAPS

Snow comes down a cliff during an avalanche after a glacier broke
down as devotees offer prayers at Kedarnath dham in Rudraprayag,
Uttarakhand. Devotees who went to the temple this morning captured
the avalanche, which occurred around 5 am near the Chorabari 
glacier, on their mobile phones PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, June 30: Parliament
is set to witness heated debates
on a range of  issues like the
NEET paper  leak row,  
the Agnipath initiative and in-
flation when both houses 
reconvene Monday.

Besides the paper leak mat-
ter, the Opposition is also likely
to raise the issue of  unemploy-
ment.  In the Lok Sabha, BJP
member and former Union
Minister Anurag Thakur is set
to initiate the debate on the
Motion of  T hanks  on the
President’s Address.

The Motion will be seconded
by first term Lok Sabha member
Bansuri Swaraj, the daughter
of  BJP stalwart late Sushma
Swaraj. The Lok Sabha has al-
located 16 hours for the debate
on the Motion of  Thanks, which
will conclude with the reply by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Tuesday. In the Rajya Sabha, 21

hours have been set aside for
the debate and the prime minister
is likely to reply Wednesday.

NEET-UG was conducted by
the NTA May 5 with around 24
lakh candidates appearing. The
results were announced on June
4, but they were followed by al-
legations of  question paper leaks
in states such as Bihar, besides
other irregularities. Initiating
the debate in the Rajya Sabha, BJP
member Sudhanshu Trivedi had
described Modi as “atulniya”
(matchless) and asserted that
there was a vast difference in
his approach towards dealing
with issues facing the nation and
the one adopted by the first prime
minister Jawaharlal Nehru.

BJP member Kavita Patidar
seconded the motion and nine
others have participated in the

discussion so far.  Opposition
INDIA bloc members forced ad-
journment in the Lok Sabha
Friday, when the House was to
take up the debate on the Motion
of  Thanks on the President’s
Address, demanding a dedicated
discussion on the NEET issue.

The Rajya Sabha had witnesses
vociferous protests during the de-
bate with the opposition de-
manding a discussion on the
NEET row and Leader of  the
Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge
trooping into the Well of  the
House to join fellow members.

Congress member Phulo Devi
Netam from Chhattisgarh fainted
in the Rajya Sabha while raising
slogans, apparently due to high
blood pressure, and was rushed to
the Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital. 

Opposition members slammed
the  gover nment  for  not  
adjourning the proceedings of
the House and showing lack of
concern for the health of  a Rajya
Sabha member.

Parl should pass law on quotas
to exceed 50-pc cap: Congress

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: The
Congress Sunday said Parliament
should pass a law to enable 
reservations to exceed the 
50-per cent cap, a day after NDA
constituent JD(U) demanded
that the quota increase in Bihar
be included in the 9th schedule
of  the Constitution.

At a meeting of  the Janata
Dal-United’s national executive
here Saturday, the party ex-
pressed concern over a recent
Patna High Court verdict strik-
ing down the Bihar government’s
decision to increase the quota for
the Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other
Backward Classes (OBC) to 65 per
cent from 50 per cent.

In a political resolution passed
at the meet, the JD(U) urged 
the BJP-led Centre to put the
state ’s  law under  the
Constitution’s 9th Schedule to
rule out its judicial review.

In a post on X, Congress gen-
eral secretary Jairam Ramesh
said throughout the Lok Sabha
poll campaign, the Opposition
party has been saying that all
state laws related to reservation
for the SCs, STs and all back-
ward classes should be included

in the 9th Schedule, as was 
the case for a Tamil Nadu law in
1994. “It is a good thing that
JD(U) has made the same de-
mand in Patna yesterday. But
its ally BJP, both in the state
and at the Centre, is completely
silent on this matter,” Ramesh
said. “However, bringing reser-
vation laws beyond the 50 per
cent limit into the Ninth Schedule
is also not a solution, because ac-
cording to a 2007 Supreme Court
decision, such laws are also sub-
ject to judicial review,” the for-
mer Union minister said, adding
that a Constitution amendment
law is required for the purpose.

“In such a situation, the only
way out is for the Parliament to
pass a Constitution Amendment

Bill which will enable the reser-
vation for Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and All
Backward Classes to exceed 50
per cent,” he said.

Ramesh said the current limit
of  50 per cent is not explicitly
mandated by the Constitution,
but has been decided through
various Supreme Court deci-
sions. “This was and remains
one of  the main guarantees of  the
Indian National Congress for
the Lok Sabha elections.”

“Will the non-biological Prime
Minister clear his stand? Our
demand is that such a bill should
be introduced in the next ses-
sion of  Parliament. JD(U) should
not be limited to just passing
resolutions,” he added.

CBI arrests pvt school
owner from Godhra
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Godhra, June 30: The Central
Bureau of  Investigation, probing
the alleged malpractices in 
conducting the NEET-UG exam
at a private school in Godhra of
Gujarat in May,  Sunday arrested
its owner.

With the arrest of  Dixit Patel,
owner of  Jay Jalaram School
si tuated  near  Godhra in
Panchmahal district, the num-
ber of  persons arrested so far- five
of  them were held by Gujarat
Police- has gone up to six.

Jay Jalaram School was one
of  the designated centres where
the NEET-UG exam was held
May 5.

Patel was arrested in the early
hours of  Sunday from his resi-
dence in Panchmahal district,
said public prosecutor Rakesh
Thakor. “As the case has been
handed over to the CBI by the
Gujarat government, a CBI team
will produce him (Dixit Patel) be-
fore a designated court in
Ahmedabad to acquire his re-
mand,” said Thakor.

Patel is the sixth person to be
arrested in this case wherein
the accused had allegedly de-
manded `10 lakh each from at
least 27 candidates to help them
clear the test.

The other five persons, who
were arrested earlier by the
Panchmahal police, include
Vadodara-based education con-
sultant Parshuram Roy, Jay
Jalaram School  principal
Purushottam Sharma, school
teacher Tushar Bhatt, and al-
leged middlemen Vibhor Anand
and Arif  Vohra.

After taking over the probe a
week back, the CBI had sought
custody of  four accused except
Roy.  The Godhra district court
Saturday remanded Sharma,
Bhatt, Anand, and Vohra to CBI's
custody till July 2.

A preliminary investigation by
the CBI has uncovered that the
accused persons had asked can-
didates willing to adopt illegal
means to obtain high scores in
the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET-Under
Graduate) to opt for Jay Jalaram
School as the exam centre.

Stormy scenes in Parl from today

Parliament has been
rocked by protests 
over the NEET issue

SNIPPETS

Maharashtra gets first woman Chief Secy
Mumbai: Senior IAS officer Sujata Saunik Sunday took over as
Maharashtra’s Chief  Secretary, becoming the first woman in the state’s
64-year-old history to occupy the top post. Saunik, an IAS officer 
of  the 1987 batch, succeeds Nitin Kareer who retired as the chief  sec-
retary Sunday. She will have a year’s tenure before retiring in June next
year, an official said. Kareer handed over the charge to Saunik at a cer-
emony held at Mantralaya, the state secretariat in south Mumbai 
Sunday evening. Before her elevation as the chief  secretary, 
Saunik, whose husband Manoj Saunik is also a former state 
Chief  Secretary, was the additional Chief  Secretary in the state home
department. 

Monsoon advances in Gujarat, Rajasthan
New Delhi: Heavy rains lashed several parts across India, includ-
ing Gujarat and Rajasthan, Sunday affecting normal life as monsoon
further advanced towards the northern states.  Several deaths were
reported across the country due to rain-related incidents like light-
ning strikes and drowning.  Maharashtra, Bihar, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh were among the states
that witnessed heavy downpour Sunday, according to the 
India Meteorological Department (IMD).  Gujarat is experiencing a
wet spell due to cyclonic circulation over the northeast Arabian Sea
adjoining the Saurashtra region, it said.  In Rajasthan, several parts
were lashed by heavy showers, with Churu recording the highest 
rainfall -- 51.4 mm -- Sunday even as the temperatures remained
high in the city at 40.2 degrees Celsius.  In the last 24 hours, some parts
of  the Bharatpur division recorded heavy to very heavy rainfall.  The
Met Department has predicted heavy rains in some parts of  
eastern Rajasthan and light to moderate rains in some parts of  west-
ern Rajasthan in the next 4-5 days.

TISS restores jobs of over 100 faculty members
Mumbai: The Tata Institute of  Social Sciences (TISS) Sunday said
it has withdrawn the notices given to 55 teaching and 60 non-teach-
ing staff  of  non-renewal of  contracts and asked them to continue
their work. In the circular, the TISS said all 55 faculty and 60 
non-teaching staff  were appointed under programs funded by 
Tata Education Trust (TET) and were on a contractual basis with
exact programme period. The contracts of  the teaching and non-
teaching staff  at four TISS campuses -- Mumbai, Tuljapur, Hyderabad
and Guwahati were due to end June 30 (Sunday). Ongoing discus-
sions with Tata Education Trust have provided assurance that re-
sources will be made available to TISS to resolve this issue, the cir-
cular said, adding TET has committed to releasing funds for salaries
of  TET project/programme faculty and non-teaching staff. 

India plans 1st
comprehensive
list of fauna
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: India has
prepared a checklist of  its entire
fauna, covering 1,04,561 species,
becoming the first country in
the world to do so.

Launching the “Fauna of  India
Checklist Portal” on the occa-
sion of  the 109th Foundation
Day of  the Zoological Survey of
India (ZSI) in Kolkata Sunday,
Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said the 
first comprehensive document on
the faunal species in India 
will position the country as a
global leader in biodiversity 
documentation.

He said the faunal checklist
will be an invaluable reference
for taxonomists, researchers,
academicians, conservation
managers and policymakers.
The document comprises 121
checklists of  all known taxa,
covering 36 phyla. Endemic,
threatened and scheduled
species have also been included
in the list.

The minister said India is a
global champion in biodiversity
conservation, as reflected by the
fact that “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam”
was the first major programme
undertaken by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi after winning a
third term at the Centre.

Yadav also highlighted the
government’s initiatives, such as
the International Big Cat Alliance
to preserve biodiversity and
species, and said the relocation
of  cheetahs to India is one such
successful project.

In a post on X, Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh said throughout the 
Lok Sabha poll campaign, the Opposition party has been saying that all state 

laws related to reservation for the SCs, STs and all backward classes should be 
included in the 9th Schedule, as was the case for a Tamil Nadu law in 1994

NEET-UG EXAM CASE
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There is a threat in all
elections, and indeed we

see it in this election from hostile
state actors seeking to influence the
outcome of the election campaign.
Russia is a prime example of this,
and this is a classic example from
the Russian playbook
OLIVER DOWDEN | DEPUTY PM, UK

Hurricane Beryl is forecast to
strengthen into a powerful
Category 4 storm as it approaches
the southeast Caribbean, which
began shutting down Sunday amid
urgent pleads from government
officials for people to take shelter

BERYL SPIRALS TOWARDS CARIBBEAN
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This is a time
for Republicans
to prepare and

get ready for what’s
to come because
there is no way there
will be a surviving
Democratic Party if they allow Joe
Biden to continue to be the
candidate

NIKKI HALEY | FORMER SOUTH CAROLINA

GOVERNOR, US

of the
day uote 

Pakistan hoped
for cooperation
from the

Afghan government,
however, the latter
was not ready to take
action against the
militants

KHAWAJA ASIF | DEFENCE MINISTER, PAKISTAN

We urge all
countries not to
abandon the

Afghan people in
difficult times, and
actively participate in
Afghanistan’s
reconstruction and economic
strengthening

ZABIHULLAH MUJAHID | CHIEF SPOKESMAN,
TALIBAN GOVERNMENT

SA nears Cab deal 
Johannesburg: South African
parties are close to reaching a
deal on who gets which
cabinet posts, local media
reported Sunday, the last
hurdle to setting up a
government after the ruling
party lost its majority in an
election for the first time in
three decades. The Sunday
Times and City Press both
reported that President Cyril
Ramaphosa’s African National
Congress (ANC) were broadly
in agreement with the main
opposition Democratic
Alliance (DA), after the latter
backed down on a demand to
take the trade and industry
portfolio.

Xi to attend SCO
Beijing: Chinese President Xi
Jinping will attend the 24th
summit of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
(SCO) in Kazakhstan’s capital
Astana this week, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry announced
Sunday. He will also pay a
state visit to Tajikistan, it said.
From July 2 to 6, President Xi
will attend the 24th Meeting of
the Council of Heads of State
of the SCO in Astana, the
ministry said. Officials say the
situation in Afghanistan, the
Ukraine conflict and boosting
overall security cooperation
among the SCO member
countries are expected to
figure in the summit.

EAM Jaishankar
meets Qatar PM
Doha: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar Sunday
met Qatar’s Prime Minister
Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al
Thani in Doha and reviewed
bilateral relationship, with a
focus on political, trade,
investment, energy,
technology, culture and
people-to-people ties.
Jaishankar, who arrived here
on a day-long visit, also
exchanged views on regional
and global issues with
Sheikh Mohammed, who also
holds the portfolio as Foreign
Minister. “Delighted to meet
PM and FM of Qatar in Doha
this afternoon. Conveyed the
greetings and warm wishes
of PM @narendramodi to The
Amir and him,” Jaishankar
said in a post in X. 

7 killed in road
accident in Pak
Karachi: At least seven
persons were killed when an
overspeeding coaster lost
control and the vehicle
overturned after crashing into
a pavement in Karachi. The
accident occurred in Sindh
province Sunday when a
trailer took a U-turn and the
coaster, coming from behind,
rammed into it and
overturned, police said. 

SHORT TAKES

international

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Paris, June 30: Voters across
mainland France were casting
ballots Sunday in the first round
of  exceptional parliamentary
elections that could put the gov-
ernment in the hands of  na-
tionalist, far-right parties for
the first time since the Nazi era.

The outcome of  the two-round
elections, which will wrap up
July 7, could impact European fi-
nancial markets, Western sup-
port for Ukraine and how France’s
nuclear arsenal and global mil-
itary force are managed.

Many French voters are frus-
trated about inflation and eco-
nomic concerns, as well as
President Emmanuel Macron’s
leadership, which they see as
arrogant and out-of-touch with
their lives. Marine Le Pen’s anti-
immigration National Rally
party has tapped that discon-
tent, notably via online plat-
forms like TikTok, and domi-
nated preelection opinion polls.

A new coalition on the left,
the New Popular Front, also
poses a challenge to the pro-busi-
ness Macron and his centrist al-
liance Together for the Republic.
It includes the French Socialists
and Communists and the hard-
left France Unbowed party and
vows to reverse a deeply un-
popular pension reform law that
raised the retirement age from
62 to 64, among other economic
reforms.

There are 49.5 million regis-
tered voters who will choose 577
members  of  the  National
Assembly, France’s influential
lower house of  parliament, dur-
ing the two-round voting.

Turnout at midday at the first
round stood at 25.9 per cent ac-
cording to interior ministry fig-
ures, higher than the 18.43 per
cent at midday during 2022 leg-
islative elections.

Macron voted in Le Touquet,
a seaside town in northern
France, along with his wife,
Brigitte. Le Pen cast her ballot
in her party’s stronghold in
northern France.

The vote takes place during the
traditional first week of  sum-
mer vacation in France, and ab-
sentee ballot requests were at
least five times higher than in the
2022 elections.

The first polling projections
were expected at 8 pm, when the
final polling stations close. Early
official results were expected
later Sunday night.

Voters at a Paris polling sta-
tion had issues from immigration
to inflation and the rising cost of
living on their minds as the coun-
try has grown more divided be-
tween the far right and far left
blocs, with a deeply unpopular
and weakened President in the

political centre. The blitz cam-
paign was marred by rising hate
speech.

“People don’t like what has
been happening,” said Cynthia
Justine, a 44-year-old voter.
“People feel they’ve lost a lot in
recent years. People are angry.
I am angry.”

Macron called the early elec-
tions after his party was trounced
in the European Parliament elec-
tion earlier in June by the
National Rally, which has his-
toric ties to racism and anti-
semitism and is hostile toward
France’s Muslim community. It
also has historical ties to Russia.

Macron’s call was an auda-
cious gamble that French vot-
ers who were complacent about
the European election would be
jolted into turning out for mod-
erate forces in national elections
to keep the far right out of  power.

Instead, preelection polls sug-
gested that the National Rally is
gaining support and has a chance
at winning a parliamentary ma-
jority. In that scenario, Macron
would be expected to name 28-

year-old National Rally President
Jordan Bardella as Prime
Minister in an awkward power-
sharing system known as “co-
habitation.”

While Macron has said he
won’t step down before his pres-
idential term expires in 2027,
cohabitation would weaken him
at home and on the world stage.

The results of  the first round
will give a picture of  overall
voter sentiment, but not neces-
sarily of  the overall makeup of
the next National Assembly.
Predictions are difficult because
of  the complicated voting system,
and because parties will work be-
tween the two rounds to make al-
liances in some constituencies
or pull out of  others.

In the past, such tactical ma-
neuvers helped keep far-right
candidates from power. But sup-
port for Le Pen’s party has spread
deep and wide.

Bardella, who has no govern-
ing experience, says he would
use the powers of  Prime Minister
to stop Macron from continuing
to supply long-range weapons to
Ukraine for the war with Russia.

The National Rally has also
questioned the right to citizen-
ship for people born in France,
and wants to curtail the rights
of  French citizens with dual na-
tionality. Critics say this un-
dermines fundamental human
rights and is a threat to France’s
democratic ideals.

Meanwhile, huge public spend-
ing promises by the National
Rally and especially the left-
wing coalition have shaken mar-
kets and ignited worries about
France’s heavy debt, already
criticized by EU watchdogs.

High-stakes French polls begin
STRONG TURNOUT IN FRANCE’S 1ST ROUND OF ELECTIONS AS SUPPORT FOR THE FAR RIGHT GROWS
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London, June 30: On the final
weekend of  campaigning ahead
of  the UK general election
Thursday, both Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak and the man who is
fighting for his job at 10 Downing

Street, Labour Leader Keir
Starmer, have hit the temple
trail to woo British Hindu voters.

While 44-year-old Sunak was
at the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan
Mandir in Neasden Sunday to
promise to keep trying to “make
the community proud”, 61-year-old
Starmer chose another north
London Swaminarayan Temple
in Kingsbury Friday to reiterate
his commitment to building a
“strategic partnership with India”. 

“This mandir stands as a great
statement of  the contributions
that this community makes to
Britain,” said Sunak, in his
speech at the iconic Neasden
Temple, where he offered prayers
and sought blessings from the eld-
erly in the gathering.

“Education, hard work, fam-
ily, those are my values. Those
are your values. Those are
Conservative values,” he de-
clared in his election pitch.

Meanwhile, Starmer was wel-

comed to the tunes of  an India-
Scottish pipe band at  the
Kingsbury Temple, where he
also began his speech in the
same way as Sunak with “Jai
Swaminarayan”.

“If  we’re elected next week, we
will strive to govern in the spirit
of  sewa to serve you and a world
in need,” said the Labour Leader,
reiterating a previous message

that there is “absolutely no place
for Hinduphobia in Britain”.

According to the 2021 census,
around 1 million people living in
Britain identify as Hindus, mak-
ing this electorate quite a siz-
able chunk in the July 4 general
election.

“The ‘Hindu Manifesto’ is a call
to action for all parliamentary
candidates and political parties

to engage with and support the
Hindu community in their con-
stituencies,” says the Hindus for
Democracy group behind the
initiative. “It highlights the
contributions of  Hindus to the
UK’s social, cultural and eco-
nomic fabric and seeks to build
a future where these contri-
butions are recognised, val-
ued, protected and promoted
for a better future for all,” the
group said.

While the incumbent Sunak-
led Tories have been trailing in
all pre-election surveys, how the
diaspora votes line up this time
with Britain’s first Indian her-
itage Prime Minister in the race

remains to be seen.
“For the Conservative Party, ob-

viously, they have Rishi Sunak,
a British Indian leader, for the first
time. It’s an unknown factor how
much it will matter to British
Indian voters that the leader of
the party is from their back-
ground,” notes Sunder Katwala,
Director of  the British Future
think tank.

With just days to go before
polling day Thursday, both lead-
ers are expected to undertake a
so-called campaign blitz, zig-zag-
ging different parts of  the United
Kingdom including other places
of  worship to clinch any re-
maining undecided votes.

Temple trail: Sunak, Starmer woo British Hindu voters
The move follows a ‘Hindu
Manifesto’ being launched

by an umbrella group of
British Hindu 

organisations for the first
time ahead of a British

general election, calling on
elected representatives to

take proactive steps to
protect Hindu places of

worship and tackle 
anti-Hindu hate

Education, hard
work, family, those

are my values. Those are
your values. Those are
Conservative values
RISHI SUNAK | PM, UK

If we’re elected next week,
we will strive to govern in
the spirit of sewa to serve
you and a world in need
KEIR STARMER | 
OPPN LEADER, UK
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Budapest, June 30: When
Hungary takes over the helm of
the European Union July 1, many
politicians in Brussels will have
the same thing on their minds
whether populist Prime Minister
Viktor Orbán will use the role to
further his reputation as the bloc’s
main spoiler. 

Orbán in recent years has
seemed to relish opportunities
to block, water down or delay key
EU decisions, routinely going
against the grain of  most other
leaders on issues like the war in
Ukraine, relations with Russia
and China, and efforts to defend
democracy and the rule of  law. 

His public opposition to EU poli-
cies and stances has long frus-
trated his partners in the bloc and
pushed him to the margins of  the
continent’s mainstream. Hungary’s
motto for its presidency, Make
Europe Great Again, raised eye-
brows for its resemblance to the fa-
mous tagline of  former US
President Donald Trump.

The EU presidency rotates
among its member countries, and
while the post holds little real
power, it does allow countries to
put their priorities high on
Europe’s agenda.

“Now, as Hungary resides over
the 27-nation bloc for the coming
six months, it will likely keep up
its anti-EU rhetoric”, said Dorka
Takácsy, a research fellow at the
Centre for Euro-Atlantic
Integration and Democracy.

“But the timeline of  its presi-
dency, beginning with a lengthy
summer break and a transitional
period of  forming a new European
Parliament and executive com-
mission, will give Budapest few
opportunities to derail the bloc’s
priorities significantly”, she said. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Maiduguri, June 30: At least 18
people were killed and 30 in-
jured, including 19 seriously, in
coordinated attacks by suspected
female suicide bombers in the
northeastern Nigerian town of
Gwoza Saturday, local authori-
ties said.

The first suicide bomber det-
onated an explosive device dur-
ing a marriage celebration at
about 3 pm, Barkindo Saidu, di-
rector-general of  Borno State
Emergency Management Agency,
told reporters.

“Minutes later, another blast
occurred near General Hospital,”
Saidu said, and then there was a
third attack at a funeral service by
a female bomber disguised as a
mourner. Children and pregnant
women were among those killed.

No one has so far claimed re-
sponsibility for the the attacks,
but Gwoza is in Borno state,
which has been heavily impacted
by an insurgency launched in
2009 by Boko Haram, an Islamic
extremist group. 

The violence, which has spilled
across borders around Lake
Chad, has killed over 35,000 peo-
ple, displaced over 2.6 million
and created  a  massive  
humanitarian crisis.

Amid scepticism, Orbán set
to take over EU presidency 
Hungary PM has long been accused of  dismantling

democratic institutions and violating the 
EU’s standards on the rule of law

REUTERS

Seoul, June 30: North Korea crit-
icised a joint military exercise
by South Korea, Japan and the
United States held this month,
state media said Sunday, saying
such drills show the relation-
ship among three countries has
developed into “the Asian version
of  NATO”.

On Thursday, the three coun-
tries began large-scale joint mil-
itary drills called “Freedom
Edge” involving navy destroyers,
fighter jets and the nuclear-pow-
ered US aircraft carrier Theodore
Roosevelt, aimed at boosting de-
fences against missiles, sub-
marines and air attacks.

The exercise was devised at
the three-way summit at Camp
David last year to strengthen
military cooperation amid ten-
sions on the Korean peninsula
stemming from North Korea’s
weapons testing.

Pyongyang will not ignore the
strengthening of  a military bloc
led by the US and its allies and
will protect regional peace with
an aggressive and overwhelming
response, North Korea’s foreign
ministry said in a statement, ac-
cording to KCNA news agency.

T he ministry  also  said
Washington was continuing its
effort to link up South Korea
and Japan to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO),
adding South Korea’s attempts
to supply weapons to Ukraine
is one example of  that effort.

Seoul’s defence ministry said
in a statement that the “Freedom
Edge” exercise was in response
to North Korea’s nuclear and
missile program while dis-
missing Pyongyang’s criticism.

South Korea said it would re-
view the possibility of  supplying
arms directly to Ukraine, in
protest against a recent mutual
defence pact signed between
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un and Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

South Korea and the United
States have accused the North
of  supplying weapons to Russia
that are being used in the
Ukraine war. Both Russia and
North Korea deny any such
transactions.

North Korea has long con-
demned joint drills between the
United States and South Korea
as a rehearsal for invasion and
proof  of  hostile policies by
Washington and Seoul.

NK calls SK, US, Japan
‘Asian version of NATO’
The country has long condemned joint drills between the US,
South as a rehearsal for invasion and proof of hostile policies 

Suicide bombers 
kill 18 in Nigeria

A firefighting helicopter drops water over a wildfire at Keratea area, southeast of Athens, Greece PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, June 30: Retirement
fund body EPFO’s gross new
subscribers addition declined
by over 4 per cent to 1.09 crore
in 2023-24 compared to a year
ago, as per a report by Ministry
of  Statistics & Programme
Implementation (MoSPI).

According to the report
‘Payroll Reporting in India: An
Employment  Perspective
–January to April, 2024’, the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) recorded
1,09,93,119 gross addition of  new
members in 2023-24 compared
to 1,14,98,453 in 2022-23.

The gross addition of  new
members was affected due to
the pandemic and declined from
1,10,40,683 in 2019-20 to 85,48,898
in 2020-21. It bounced back to
1,08,65,063 in 2021-22.

The Centre as well as states
had imposed lockdown restric-
tion in 2020 and 2021 to curb the
spread of  deadly coronavirus
in the country, which had hit
economic activities as well as
employment.

The data shows that in the
last five fiscal years till 2023-24,
the gross new members addi-
tion by EFPO had not recovered
to pre-covid level of  2018-19.

The gross addition of  new
members was 1,39,44,349 in 2018-
19. Since April 2018, the min-

istry has been bringing out the
employment related statistics
in the formal sector covering
the period September 2017 on-
wards, using information on the
number of  subscribers who have
subscribed under three major
schemes, namely Employees’
Provident  Fund (EPF) ,
Employees’ State Insurance (ESI)
and National Pension Scheme
(NPS).

The numbers of  subscribers
are from various sources and
there are elements of  overlap.
Therefore, the estimates from
various sources are not addi-
tive, it stated.

The report also showed that the
gross addition of  members of
Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) also dipped
to 1,67,60,672 in 2023-24 from
1,67,73,023 in 2022-23.

However, according to the re-
port, the new addition of  sub-
scribers increased under NPS
to 9,37,020 in 2023-24 from 8,24,735
in 2022-23.
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New Delhi, June 30: Introduced
seven years ago, the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) has simpli-
fied compliance, improved tax
buoyancy and increased states’
revenues, but fake invoices and
fraudulent registration remain
a big challenge for policymakers
trying to curb tax evasion.

Rolled out July 1, 2017, Goods
and Services Tax (GST) stream-
lined 17 taxes and 13 cesses into
a 5-tier structure, simplifying
the tax regime.

The turnover threshold for
registration rose to ̀ 40 lakh for
goods and `20 lakh for services
(up from `5 lakh on average
under VAT). GST also reduced 495
different submissions (challan,
forms, declarations, etc) across
states to just 12.

In seven years, the number of
registered taxpayers has risen to
1.46 crore from 65 lakh in 2017.
Average monthly GST revenues,
soared from around ̀ 90,000 crore
in 2017-18, to about ̀ 1.90 lakh crore
in 2024-25. According to the gov-
ernment data, GST has improved
tax buoyancy from 0.72 (pre-GST)
to 1.22 (2018-23). Despite compen-
sation ending, state revenues re-
main buoyant at 1.15.

Without GST, states’ revenue
from subsumed taxes from fiscal
2018-19 to 2023-24 would have
been ̀ 37.5 lakh crore. With GST,
states’ actual revenue amounted
to `46.56 lakh crore.

The effective weighted average
GST rate has consistently fallen
since 2017 and GST lowered taxes
on many essential items com-

pared to pre-GST rates.
Common items like hair oil

and soaps saw tax cut from 28 per
cent to 18 per cent. Tax on elec-
trical appliances was lowered
to 12 per cent as against 31.5 per
cent before. GST has exempted
many essential items and serv-
ices, such as unbranded food items,
certain life-saving drugs, health-
care, education, public transport,
sanitary napkins, hearing aid
parts, agricultural services, etc. As
evaders  f ind  newer  modus
operandi to defraud the exchequer,
tax officers have been grappling
with generation of  fake invoices
and fraudulent GST registrations.

In 2023, the Directorate of  GST
Intelligence (DGGI) detected tax
evasion of  more than ̀ 1.98 lakh
crore and arrested 140 master-
minds who were involved in de-
frauding the  exchequer.
Significant GST evasion was de-

tected in diverse sectors like on-
line gaming, casinos, insurance
and secondment (import of  man-
power services).

The setting up of  GST appel-
late tribunal is expected to
streamline and fast-track the
dispute resolution process for
the industry. However, the prin-
cipal bench and the state benches
of  the GSTAT are yet to be op-
erationalised.

Insti tute  of  Char tered
Accountants of  India (ICAI)
President  Ranjeet  Kumar
Agarwal said, “Our efforts in
capacity building, including
training over 6,800 officials across
various government depart-
ments, have been pivotal in pro-
moting an efficient and trans-
parent indirect tax regime.”

“The total Gross GST collec-
tion for FY 23-24, amounting to
`20.18 lakh crore, with an aver-
age monthly collection of  `1.68
lakh crore, signifies a maturing
GST ecosystem. As Chartered
Accountants, we remain com-
mitted to guiding businesses
through the complexities of  GST
compliance, fostering a culture
of  transparency, and contribut-
ing to India's growth trajectory,”
Agarwal said.
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In terms of growth
momentum and inflation

trajectories Indian economy is
poised for potentially a stable high
growth phase. It is also in a strong
position in the context of
significant risks that are also
facing us
SHASHANKA BHIDE | MPC MEMBER, RBI

The construction of the `12,940-crore ‘Urja Ganga’
gas pipeline, India’s most ambitious project taking
environment-friendly fuel to eastern parts of the
country, has been delayed by nine months and will
now be completed by March 2025, state-owned GAIL
(India) Ltd said. The 3,306-kilometre Jagdishpur-
Haldia-Bokaro-Dhamra pipeline was originally
targeted for completion by June 2024

GAIL’S PIPELINE COMPLETION DELAYED 
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I don’t think
about
competition

and certainly don’t
think about it in
encouraging or
discouraging terms.
If we focus on ourselves, the market
is big enough for us to succeed

VINAY DUBE | CHIEF, AKASA AIR

of the
day uote 

We have
travelled a long
way. If I go 10

years back, we were
quite behind the
globe, but now, we
are a close number
four as a single country business
across the globe, which means in a
couple of years, maybe we can be
number three 

SUNIL NAYYAR | MD, SONY

AI is like any
other tool, you
can use it for

good purposes, or
you can use it for
bad. So one needs to
be careful. I am not
scared but I would definitely
recommend caution. I would
recommend that we are careful
about what we do with AI, and how
we do it

ARUNDHATI BHATTACHARYA | CEO &
CHAIRPERSON, SALESFORCE INDIA

PSB plans to raise
`2,000 cr via QIP
New Delhi: State-owned
Punjab & Sind Bank plans to
raise `2,000 crore in the
second half of this fiscal via
Qualified Institutional
Placement (QIP) to fund
business growth. “The board
has already given approval,
and merchant bankers
should be on-boarded by
August,” Punjab & Sind Bank
managing director and CEO
Swarup Kumar Saha told PTI.
The fundraising can be
concluded in the second
quarter or third quarter,
depending on market
conditions. The QIP would
help improve the Capital
Adequacy Ratio of the bank,
he said. The bank’s capital
adequacy ratio stood at
17.10 per cent at the end of
March 2024.

Skoda lines up new
models, plans EV
Prague: Czech car maker
Skoda is lining up new
models, expanding sales
network and also looking to
forge partnerships to scale
up business in India, the
most important market for
the brand outside Europe,
according to global CEO
Klaus Zellmer. The company,
which currently sells models
like Kushaq and Slavia in the
country, aims to drive in an
all-new compact SUV early
next year hoping to almost
double its sales volume in
the market. Skoda Auto India
sold around 49,000 units last
year. India is the world’s
third-largest passenger
vehicle market with annual
dispatches surging to 42 lakh
units in FY24. The
automaker, a part of the
Volkswagen Group, is also
looking to introduce electric
vehicles in the country.

Mcap of nine of
top-10 cos jumps 
New Delhi: Nine of the top-10
most valued firms together
added `2,89,699.42 crore in
market valuation last week,
with Reliance Industries
emerging as the biggest
gainer, in line with a rally in
equities. Last week, the BSE
benchmark jumped 1,822.83
points or 2.36 per cent. The
BSE Sensex recorded the best
monthly gain in June by
climbing 7.14 per cent. The
Sensex breached the historic
79,000 mark Thursday. While
Reliance Industries, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Bharti
Airtel, State Bank of India,
Infosys, Hindustan Unilever
and ITC were the gainers, Life
Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC) emerged as the laggard.

SHORT TAKES

business

Fake invoices, fraudulent
registration still a 

challenge to curb tax 
evasion

The total Gross GST
collection for FY 23-24,
amounting to `20.18

lakh crore, with an average
monthly collection of `1.68
lakh crore, signifies a
maturing GST ecosystem
RANJEET KUMAR AGARWAL | 
PRESIDENT, ICAI

GST simplified compliance,
improved tax buoyancy

n GST has improved tax
buoyancy from 0.72 (pre-GST)
to 1.22 (2018-23)

7TH ANNIVERSARY
n Number of registered

taxpayers has risen to 1.46cr
from 65L 

n Average monthly GST
revenues, soared from around
`90K-cr, to about `1.90L-cr

EPFO new members
addition dips 4% YoY

The data shows that in the last five fiscal years, the gross new
members addition by EFPO had not recovered to pre-covid level

2023-24 1,09,93,119

2022-23 1,14,98,453

2021-22 1,08,65,063

2020-21 85,48,898

2019-20 1,10,40,683

2018-19 1,39,44,349

FISCAL 
YEAR

NEW 
SUBSCRIBERS
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Mumbai, June 30: Indian stock
indices gave a stellar perform-
ance in the June quarter of  FY
2024-25. During the April- June
period, Indian stock market cap-
italisation increased by 13.8 per
cent, the highest among the top
10 stock markets.

Currently, the Indian equity
market is the fifth largest stock
market in the world with a mar-
ket capitalisation of  $5 trillion.

Between April and June, the
market valuation of  US mar-
kets, the world’s largest stock
market, increased by 2.75 per
cent to $56 trillion.

The valuation of  China’s eq-
uity market, the world’s second-
largest stock market, has de-
clined by 5.59 per cent between
April and June. The capitalisa-
tion of  the Chinese stock mar-
ket has reduced to $8.6 trillion.

After India, the markets of
Taiwan and Hong Kong surged
by 11 per cent and 7.3 per cent re-
spectively between April and
June. The market valuation of
Taiwan and Hong Kong has in-
creased to 2.49 trillion and 5.15
trillion respectively.

At the same time, the valuation
of  the United Kingdom’s stock
market has increased by 3.3 per
cent to $3.2 trillion.

Among the top 10 markets,
Saudi Arabia’s stock market val-
uation has declined the most by
8.7 per cent to $2.67 trillion. After
this, the valuation of  the French
stock market fell by 7.63 per cent
to $3.18 trillion. At the same
time, the valuation of  Japan’s
stock market has fallen by 6.24
per cent to $6.31 trillion.

The Indian stock market is
witnessing a bullish trend from
2023 onwards. Last year, the val-
uation of  India’s stock market in-
creased by more than 25 per cent.
In June, both Sensex and Nifty
rallied by nearly 7 per cent.

LEAD IN WORLD TOP 10

Equity markets
surge 14% in
June quarter

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, June 30:Top-order bat-
ter Sune Luus (109, 203b, 18x4)
struck a fine century as South
Africa fought their way to 232 for
two in the second innings after
India enforced follow-on, cour-
tesy spinner Sneh Rana’s (8/77)
exemplary bowling in the visi-
tors’ first innings on day 3 of
the one-off  women’s Test here
Sunday. 

South Africa still trail India by
105 runs, after they were bundled
out for 266 in the first innings
chasing India's 603 for six. However,
SA found some fight in their sec-
ond essay through Luus and skip-
per Laura Wolvaardt (93 batting,
252b, 12x4).  The two put on 190 runs
for the second wicket.

Resuming at the overnight
score of  236 for four, Marizanne
Kapp (74) and Nadine de Klerk
(39) could not sustain the mo-
mentum as the former soon fell
to Rana.

Kapp’s wicket opened the flood-
gates as the Proteas were bowled
out in the subsequent 17 runs.
Rana and Deepti Sharma got

the job done with ease.
Rana’s figures were the second-

best in a women’s Test innings
for India after record-holder
Neetu David’s eight for 53 against
England in Jamshedpur in 1995.
Overall, Rana holds the third-
best Test innings figures, with
Australia’s Ashleigh Gardner
(eight for 66) preceding her.

Trailing by 337 runs, the
Indians enforced follow-on as
the South Africans suffered an
early setback. Anneke Bosch
was trapped leg-before for nine
by Deepti with just 16 runs on the
board.

However, Wolvaardt and Luus
joined forces to push the hosts on
the back-foot.

The visitors were 29 for one at
the lunch break and they bat-
ted till the tea break without
further damage to take SA to
124 for one.

In the post-tea session, when
their partnership surpassed 138,
it also became the highest stand
for the tourists against India in
Test cricket.

Meanwhile, Luus brought up
her maiden Test century, as she
became only the second South
African to hit a Test ton against
India after Mignon du Preez
(102) in Mysore in 2014.

Eventually, Indian captain
Harmanpreet Kaur broke the
partnership, getting rid of  Luus
when the score was 206 for two.

The dismissal brought Kapp
together with the skipper and
they batted out the remainder of
the day. India took the new ball
just three overs before stumps but
did not do any wonders.
Brief  scores: India 603 for 6
decl; South Africa 266 (Marizanne
Kapp 74, Sneh Rana 8/77) and
232 for 2 (Sune Luus 109, Laura
Wolvaardt 93 batting). Match to
continue.  

AGENCIES

Bridg etown,  June  30 :
Suryakumar Yadav, also called
‘SKY’  received the coveted ‘Best
Fielder’ award from the BCCI
secretary Jay Shah for his mag-
nificent catch to dismiss the dan-
gerous David Miller which
turned out to be the decisive mo-
ment in the final triumph. 

Fielding coach T Dilip, who
started the innovative practice
of  awarding the ‘Best Fielder’ as
an extra motivation, made the an-
nouncement and hailed that the
Indian team fielded like a ‘pack
of  wolves and didn’t leave any
stone unturned’.

“We talk of  rising to the oc-
casion in big games... We just
didn’t rise but we conquered
today. The intensity, the cama-
raderie, the resilience what we
have shown today (Saturday)
and also throughout the tour-
nament were nothing sort of  ex-
traordinary stuff,” Dilip stated. 

“We fielded like a pack of
wolves, as Rahul bhai and Rohit
keep saying. Everybody knew
their roles but together we
hunted every opportunity which

came our way leaving no stone
unturned,” Dilip added. 

Suryakumar was the picture
perfect of  judgement, compo-
sure and athleticism as he jug-
gled to take the catch of  David
Miller with South Africa need-
ing 16 runs from the final over. 

Before that equation was 30
runs from as many balls a South
Africa bungled in a typical fash-
ion with Hardik Pandya trig-
gering the collapse dismissing a
well-set Henrich Klaasen for 52.

“Thank you so much Dilip Sir
for giving me this opportunity
and collecting this medal from
Jay sir,” said Surya to a rous-
ing cheer from his teammates.

Rana show sinks Proteas
2ND INDIAN BOWLER TO TAKE 8 WICKETS IN AN INNINGS OF A TEST MATCH

Sneh Rana celebrates after dismissing a South African batter Sunday PTI PHOTO 

SKY gets ‘best fielder’
award for Miller catch 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: Two-time
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu
is physically and mentally in
best shape but realises she needs
to be ‘much more smarter’ in
her pursuit of  a third medal at
the Games.

Sindhu had claimed a silver
and bronze medal at the last two
Olympics at Rio de Janeiro and
Tokyo and will be heading into
Paris with the aim of  becoming
the first Indian to win three
Olympic medals.

“It is challenging, it’s not easy
but, at the same time, it’s not
impossible,” Sindhu said dur-

ing an interaction conducted by
Sports Authority of  India (SAI),
the Indian Olympic Association
(IOA) and the Badminton
Association of  India (BAI).

“Going into  the  third
Olympics, I need to be smarter.
I have a lot of  experience on my
side and so I am very optimistic
about getting a medal for my
country,” the shuttler added.

Sindhu is currently training
at the Hermann-Neuberger
Sportschule in Saarbrucken,
Germany after her proposal was
cleared by the Sports Ministry.
She will be heading to Paris di-
rectly from there when the
Games begin July 26.

“... Physically and mentally I
am right there, I just have to be
smarter and my coach Agus
(Dwi Santoso) has been taking
care of  that, my trainer has been
taking care of  my physical part,”
Sindhu stated.

“I am working on all the
strokes, whether it is defence,
or attack or netplay, it is im-
portant to be perfect in all things.

So I’m not focusing on just one
stroke or technique, because
you never know what it is going
to be, there are players who are
smart enough to change and
move to plan B. So you need to
be prepared for it and I am fo-
cusing on practicing to make
everything perfect,” Sindhu
pointed out. 

Asked why she  picked
Germany as her training base
ahead of  the Games, Sindhu
said: “Prakash (Padukone) sir,
and we all discussed and thought,
it will be a good place, it is near
to Paris, it is in between nowhere,
so I am much more focused,”
Sindhu informed. 

AGENCIES

Dortmund, June 30: A Kai
Havertz penalty and a Jamal
Musiala strike gave Germany a
2-0 win over Denmark as the
host nation reached the Euro
2024 quarterfinals here after a
dramatic game that was delayed
by almost half  an hour in the first
half  due to a violent storm. 

However, in the other game
played on the night, defending
champions Italy crashed out of
the tournament losing 0-1 to
Switz erland at  Berl in.
Switzerland scored early on into
the second session through
Ruben Vargas' brilliant strike.
Strangely, the defending cham-

pions looked completely out of
sync and never could launch an
assault on the opposition goal.  

Havertz stroked home from
the spot early in the second half
in Dortmund following a hand-
ball by Joachim Andersen, the
unlucky Danish defender who
had a goal disallowed at the other
end only moments earlier.

Musiala, of  Bayern Munich,
then ran away to stroke in the sec-
ond goal midway through the
second half  as Germany’s class
told in the last-16 tie. At one
point it looked as if  the game
could be abandoned as English
referee Michael Oliver stopped
play in the 35th minute and took
the teams off  due to the storm.

Sindhu eyeing 3rd Olympic medal Swiss stun defending champs 

SPORTS



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 30: Gautam
Gambhir, who is the frontrunner
to succeed Rahul Dravid as India
head coach, congratulated Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma for bow-
ing out of  T20Is with a World
Cup win. He said their exit was
better than a pre-written script.

“They have retired with the
World Cup win, and probably
better than any script that was
written. Both players are great.
They have done a lot
for Indian cricket,
and I congratulate
them and wish them
all the best,” Gambhir stated
Sunday.

However, Gambhir hoped that
both the stalwarts would keep
churning out grand perform-
ances in Tests and ODIs.

“But they are going to play
two more formats – Tests and
ODIs. I am sure they are going
to keep contributing to the coun-
try and the team,” said the for-
mer opener.

T he le g endary Sachin
Tendulkar, who has seen the ca-

reers of  both Kohli and Rohit
from close quarters, patted the
Mumbai-mate for his ‘unwa-
vering commitment’.

“I’ve witnessed your evolu-
tion from a promising young-
ster to a World Cup-winning cap-
tain from close quarters. Your
unwavering commitment and
exceptional talent have brought
immense pride to the nation.
Leading to T20 World Cup victory
is the perfect culmination of
your stellar career. Well done,

Rohit!,” Tendulkar
wrote on X.

Tendulkar hoped
that Kohli will have

more glorious moments in Tests
and ODIs. “You have been a true
champion of  this sport. You may
have had a rough time earlier in
the tournament, but last night
you proved why you’re truly one
of  the greats of  the gentleman’s
game,” Tendulkar added.  

“Competing in six World Cups
and clinching victory in the last
one is an experience I know well.
I hope to see you continue winning
matches for India in the longer for-
mats of  the game,” he added.

Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/371591
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New Delhi, June 30:

Eminent persons from all
walks of life took to 
various social media 
platforms both Saturday
and Sunday to 
congratulate the Indian
cricket team for winning
the T20 World Cup at
Barbados. It ended India’s
11-year wait for winning an
ICC trophy. The last time
India had finished best
was in the Champions
Trophy in 2013. Everyone
was emotional, but for a
cricket crazy nation it was
a Saturday which will be
forever etched in 
everyone’s memory. Here’s
what some of the eminent 
personalities had to say.

Droupadi Murmu: We are proud

of  you. My heartiest congratu-
lations to Team India for win-
ning the T20 World Cup. With
the never-say-die spirit, the
team sailed through difficult
situations and demonstrated
outstanding skills throughout
the tournament. 

Narendra Modi: Congratulations
to Team India from all coun-
trymen on this majestic victory
in the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup.
Today 140 crore Indians will be
feeling proud of  your perform-
ance. You won the World Cup in
the sports field but your per-
formance in the event has cap-
tured the hearts of  crores of
Indian citizens. 

Rahul Gandhi: The spectacular
Men in Blue have made our
country proud. Congratulations
to Team India on a spectacular
World Cup victory and a phe-
nomenal performance through-
out the tournament! Surya, what

a brilliant catch! Rohit, this win
is a testament to your leadership. 

Jagdeep Dhankar: Bharat is elated
by the spectacular victory of  the
Men in Blue in the
#T20WorldCup2024! The stupen-
dous performance by Team India
throughout the tournament is a
testament to their dedication.

MS Dhoni: WORLD CUP CHAM-
PIONS 2024. My heart rate was
up, well done on being calm,
having the self  belief  and
doing what u guys did. From
all the Indians back home and
everywhere in the world a big
thank you for bringing the
World Cup Home. CONGRAT-
ULATIONS. Thanks for the
p r i c e l e s s  b i r t h d ay  g i f t
(Birthday July 7).

Sachin Tendulkar: Every star added
to the Team India jersey inspires
our nation’s starry-eyed chil-
dren to move one step closer to
their dreams. India gets the 4th

star, our second in T20WC. Life
comes full circle for Indian
cricket in the West Indies. From
our lows in the 2007 ODI World
Cup to becoming a cricketing
powerhouse and winning the
T20WC in 2024. 

Sunil Gavaskar: It is a great win
after such a long time. Earlier, I
kept saying that India was get-
ting 90s but not getting centuries
because they were reaching semi-
finals and finals. Now, they have
got a century and what a won-
derful century this is.

VVS Laxman: Congratulations
Team India on becoming the T20
World Champions. Been the best
team in the tournament re-
maining unbeaten throughout. 

Ravichandran Ashwin: We are
champions! 

Yuvraj Singh: You did it boys!
@hardikpandya7 you are a hero!
@Jaspritbumrah93 what an over

to bring India back in the game
! Extremely ecstatic for @ImRo45
great captaincy under pressure!
@imVkohli #Rahul Dravid and
the whole team. 

Sourav Ganguly: Heartiest con-
gratulations to Rohit Sharma
and his team... what a game to
win... may be a World Cup in 11
(13) years but the talent the coun-
try has, they will win many more.
Bumrah is absolutely magic.
Well done Rahul Dravid and the
support staff. 

Harbhajan Singh: YEH MERA
INDIA.WE ARE THE CHAM-
PIONS. SO PROUD OF YOU
GUYS. (This is my India. We
are the champions, so proud of
you guys). 

Neera j  Chopra :  T20  World
Champions again! What a game.
Congratulations, #TeamIndia!

Amitabh Bachchan: WORLD
CHAMPIONS… INDIA !!! T20

WORLD CUP... 2024... the ex-
citement and emotions and the
apprehension... ALL DONE and
over... the TV was not seen... we
lose when I do...! Nothing more
enters the cerebrum... just the
tears in tune with the tears of  the
TEAM!

Ranveer Singh: The King dropped
the anchor. What a way to cap an
incredible career. And for this
guy (Rohit Sharma). No words.
Just pure emotion.

Kamal Haasan: When the going
got tough, the Men in Blue
showed what they are made of !
King Kohli’s anchoring innings,
every ball delivered from the
magical  hands of  Jasprit
Bumrah, Surya Kumar’s catch
that will go down as cricketing
legend! And Hitman Rohit
Sharma’s captaincy! 

Alia Bhatt: Tears of  joy, tears of
everything!!!! Congratulations
team INDIA.

All hail Men in Blue 
AGENCIES

Bridgetown, June 30: The great
Rahul Dravid was not his usual
restrained self  after India’s T20
World Cup glory and couldn’t
thank his wards enough for help-
ing him live what he ‘wasn't
lucky as a player’ to experience
– the heady feeling of  being a
World Champion. 

With head coach Dravid watch-
ing the action from the dugout,
skipper Rohit Sharma marshalled
his resources beautifully as India
held their nerve to eke out a
seven-run victory over South
Africa in a thrilling finale and win
the T20 World Cup title. 

“I really have felt short of
words over the last few hours. I
just could not be more proud of
this team, the way we had to
fight difficult situations,” Dravid
said after the triumph. 

“Even today I think it was a
great testimony... for the team to
lose three wickets in the first
six overs, to be in the kind of
position we were in, but the boys
just kept fighting, they kept be-
lieving. You know, as a player, I
was not lucky enough to win a
trophy, but I tried my best when-
ever I played and it happens, it
is a part of  sports,” the 51-year-

old added.
The triumph in the Caribbean

is also a sort of  redemption for
Dravid, under whose captaincy
India endured a forgettable first-
round exit in the 2007 ODI World
Cup in this part of  the world.
But Dravid said he doesn’t be-
lieve in words or things like re-
demption. 

“First, there is no redemp-
tion. I am not one of  those guys
who think about redemption
and those kinds of  things. There
are a lot of  other players I know
who have not been able to win a
trophy,” Dravid said. 

“I was lucky to be given the op-
portunity to coach, and I was
lucky that this bunch of  boys
made it possible for me to be
able to win a trophy and cele-
brate. Nice feeling, but it’s not like
I am aiming for some redemption,
it’s just a job that I was doing. I
loved doing the job, I loved work-
ing with Rohit and this team,”
the departing head coach added. 

Dravid’s fantastic equation
with Rohit went a long way in
building the kind of  atmosphere
needed for a team to succeed at
the top level. Both have tremen-
dous respect for each other and
Rohit dedicated the victory to
Dravid. The latter said he will
miss Rohit the person most.

“I will miss him (Rohit) as a
person. Forget the cricket, forget
the captain and everything. I
just hope we will still be friends.
I think what’s really impressed
me is the kind of  person that
he is, the kind of  respect he has
shown me, the kind of  care and
commitment he has had for the
team,” Dravid stated. 

Finally Dravid has 
a winner’s medal 

‘THE WALL’ ENDS 
HIS COACHING STINT
AS ‘CHAMPION’,
SOMETHING HE
NEVER ACHIEVED 
AS A PLAYER 

TIME TO REJOICE: Fans celebrate India’s victory in the T20 World Cup in Bhubaneswar, Sunday   OP PHOTO

AGENCIES

Bridgetown, June 30: India
skipper Rohit Sharma and all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja have an-
nounced their retirements from
the T20 format. While Rohit an-
nounced his decision to quit the
T20 format Saturday, his team-
mate declared Sunday that he
will not play the shortest for-
mat for the country anymore.   

Rohit made the announce-
ment after India’s win in the
T20 World Cup describing it as
the perfect time to ‘say good-
bye’. “This was my last game
(T20). No better time to say good-
bye. I wanted this (trophy) badly.
It’s very hard to put in words,”
Rohit told the post-match press
conference.

“This is what I wanted and it
happened. I was very desperate
for this (the title) in my life.
Happy that we crossed the line
this time,” Rohit added.

Rohit leaves T20Is with 4,231
runs from 159 matches, having
made five hundreds and 32 fifties.
He however, will continue play-
ing in Tests and ODIs.

Rohit asserted that the hard
work for the last 3-4 years finally

paid off. “I am completely lost and
can’t say what kind of  emotions
I am going through. I can’t ex-
plain it in words. Let this sink in.

Last night (Friday), I couldn’t
sleep as I was desperate and
wanted it so badly. But I managed
myself  well inside the ground,”

he said after the game 
The 37-year-old didn’t forget

to credit the team management
and his fellow players for re-
sponding to his call. “We wanted
this really bad, a lot of  minds
need to come together, very proud
of  the bunch of  boys and the
management, giving us the liberty
to play and that trust. It starts from
management, coach, captain, and
the players,” Rohit said.

The Indian skipper also
praised Jasprit Bumrah stat-
ing that he does not know how
the pacer manages to maintain
his skill-set.

“Don’t know how Bumrah
does it day in day out. It’s just
masterclass. He backs his skills
which is more than enough, and
is a confident lad. Class act,”
Rohit said about the ‘Player of  the
Tournament’.

Meanwhile the 35-year-old
Jadeja took to Instagram to an-
nounce his retirement from
T20Is. He will continue to play
ODIs and Tests.

“With a heart full of  grati-
tude, I bid farewell to T20 inter-
nationals,” Jadeja wrote un-
der neath a picture of  him
holding the trophy.

Rohit, Jadeja hang up T20I boots 

M R 100s 50s SR W

Rohit Sharma 159 4231 5 32 140.9

Ravindra Jadeja 74 515 0 0 127.16 54

Rohit Sharma hugs Hardik Pandya as Jadeja rushes in to join the celebrations

FORMERS LAUD KOHLI,
ROHIT’S CONTRIBUTION

More Sports
news on Page 11

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bridgetown, June 30: Hardik
Pandya believes in leading his life
with a lot of  grace and he has no
issues with people who don’t
know him one per cent but said
a lot about him in the middle of
his disappointing campaign as
Mumbai Indians (MI) captain
in the IPL.

“I believe in grace. A lot was said
by people who don’t know even
know me one per cent as a person.
People have spoken, no issues but
I have always believed in life that
you never respond with words,
circumstances can respond,”
Hardik said after the final.  

“Even difficult times, they

don’t last forever. It is impor-
tant to be graceful, whether you
win or lose. It is time for fans and
everyone else to learn that (to be
graceful). We need to find better
ways to conduct ourselves. I am

sure the same people will be
happy,” Hardik added.

Hardik defended 16 runs in
the last over to ensure a famous
win for his team. “To be honest,
I was enjoying. Very few get these
life-changing opportunities. It
could have gone the other way as
well today (Saturday) but I see it
glass half  full and not glass half
empty, I was not taking pressure
at all,” Hardik stated.

Hardik wants ‘graceful’ critics 
It is time for fans to
realise the pressure we
go through and they
should learn better

ways to conduct themselves 
HARDIK PANDYA

`125 crore for
Indian players
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, June 29: BCCI sec-
retary Jay Shah hailed Sunday
India’s epochal title win in the
T20 World Cup and announced
prize money of  `125 crore for
the team for their monumental
feat in the just-concluded ICC
showpiece.

“Under the exceptional lead-
ership of  Rohit Sharma, this
team have shown remarkable
resolve and resilience, becoming
the first team in the history of  the
ICC T20 World Cup to win the
tournament unbeaten,” said
Shah in a statement.

“They have faced and silenced
their critics with stellar per-
formances time and again. Their
journey has been nothing short of
inspirational, and today, they join
the ranks of  the greats,” he added.

Shah later took to social media
to announce a cash reward of
`125 crore for the team. “I am
pleased to announce prize
money of  INR 125 crore for
Team India for winning the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup 2024,”
Shah wrote on ‘X’ 
“The team have showcased ex-
ceptional talent,” he added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bridgetown, June 30: Little
surprisingly, lead pacer Jasprit
Bumrah was adjudged the
‘Player of  the Tournament’ for
his impeccable impact on
India’s triumphant T20 World
Cup campaign. 

Stats would show that Bumrah
is third on the wicket-takers’
chart with 15 scalps from eight
matches but his value remained
immeasurable for India in the
ICC showpiece, which they won

after 17 years, beating South
Africa by seven runs. 

Bumrah underlined his value
for this side taking the wickets
of  Reeza Hendricks early and

Marco Jansen at the end as he
kept SA run-making in check. 

“I tried to keep calm. We play
the sport for this, I am really
over the moon, my son is here,

my family is here. We’ve been
working really hard towards
this, no better feeling than that.
We play sport for the big stages,”
said Bumrah during the pres-
entation ceremony. 

Bumrah said the significance
of  the occasion fired him up to
do even better. 

“On the big day, you have to
give more, throughout the tour-
nament I felt very clear and calm.
At my peak mindset I think of
one ball at a time. The emotions
can take over, but now the job is
done. I am very happy at the
way things turned in our favour,”
Bumrah stated.  

Bumrah, however, admitted
once the job was done he too
was unable to keep his emotions
in control while his teammates
wept with joy. 

Keeping calm helped: Bumrah 
PACER FINISHES WITH
15 WICKETS FROM 8
GAMES, THIRD AMONG
WICKET-TAKERS  

Star all-rounder not bothered by criticism of people who do not know him 
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