
Ridhima opens up
Actor Ridhima Pandit breaks
silence on her dating
rumours with Indian
cricketer Shubman Gill
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NATO irks China
China hits out at NATO for
terming it as a ‘decisive
enabler’ of Russia’s war
against Ukraine
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England in final
Ollie Watkins added on time
goal helps England beat the
Netherlands and qualify for
Euro 2024 final
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Rate cut talk
RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das says the
question of change of stance on interest
rate is quite premature given the gap
between current inflation and 4% target
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

We believe in Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam. Austria and

Australia are the same for us

INDEX                         VARIATION

SENSEX 79,897.34 27.43

NIFTY 24,315.95 8.50

DOLLAR 83.61 `0.06

EURO 90.62 `0.18 
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MARKET WATCH

WEATHER

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

BBSR CTC

35.8° 35.6°
27.9° 26.5°
78% 73%
Nil Nil

FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky
with one or two
spells of rain

REUTERS

Washington,  July  11 :
Astronomers have scrutinised a
cluster of  stars that is the ap-
parent remnant core of  a rela-
tively small galaxy that was swal-
lowed by the sprawling Milky
Way eight to 10 billion years ago.
What lurks at the centre of  this
cluster has them excited.

Researchers said the unusual
motion of  seven stars in this
cluster provides compelling ev-
idence for the presence of  an
elusive mid-sized black hole at
its heart. These are bigger than
the class of  ordinary black holes
formed in the implosion of  a
single star but smaller than the
behemoths residing at the nu-
cleus of  most galaxies.

“The cluster, called Omega
Centauri, contains about 10 mil-
lion stars. The black hole within

it is at least 8,200 times as mas-
sive as our Sun,” the researchers
said.

The supermassive black hole
called Sagittarius A* at the cen-
tre of  the Milky Way possesses
four million times the mass of  the
Sun. And that is dwarfed by su-
permassive black holes billions
of  times the mass of  the Sun in
other galaxies.

“There has been a long debate
whether intermediate-mass black
holes exist in general, and specif-
ically in Omega Centauri, and
our detection might help to re-
solve that debate," said as-
tronomer Maximilian Häberle of
the Max Planck Institute for
Astronomy in Germany, lead
author of  the study published in
‘Nature’.

This black hole is located about
17,700 light-years from Earth. A
light-year is the distance light

travels in a year, 5.9 trillion miles
(9.5 trillion km). The Milky Way's
only larger-known black hole is
Sagittarius A*, located about
26,700 light years from Earth.

Black holes are extraordi-
narily dense objects with grav-
ity so strong not even light can
escape, making it difficult to

spot them. This one was detected
based on how its gravitational
pull influences the velocity of
seven fast-moving stars in its
vicinity, documented in two
decades  of  Hubble  Space
Telescope observations.

The researchers believe the
smaller galaxy, which had been

perhaps 10 per cent the Milky
Way's size, harboured a black
hole that, if  left undisturbed,
would have become supermassive
as it fed off  gas and other nearby
material drawn by its gravita-
tional pull. But the galactic
merger, which occurred when
the Milky Way was about a quar-
ter or third its current age, left
the black hole frozen in time.

“In this merger process, the
galaxy lost all of  its gas, and
hence the growth of  its central
black hole got interrupted, leav-
ing it in an intermediate-mass
state,” Max Planck Institute for
Astronomy astronomer and
study co -author  Nadine
Neumayer said.

The merger stripped away
most of  the smaller galaxy’s
stars, leaving just the central
batch - now the Omega Centauri
star cluster.

Rare black hole spotted at swallowed galaxy’s centre
AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 11: An ad-
ditional district magistrate
(ADM) collapsed on the stage
while singing a bhajan during a
get-together of  government of-
ficials at Paralakhemundi in
Gajapati district and later died,
an official said Thursday.

The deceased, identified as
Birendra Kumar Das, was serv-
ing as ADM (Revenue) in the
district. 

“The ADM suddenly collapsed
while singing a bhajan and was
taken to a local hospital, where
it was found that his blood pres-
sure was very high. After pre-
liminary treatment, he was
shifted to MKCG Medical College
and Hospital in Berhampur,
where doctors declared him
brought dead,” district Collector
Smruti Ranjan Pradhan said.

Chandrakant Mallick, a rel-

ative of  Das, said that a get-
together of  officers was or-
ganised to mark the comple-
tion of  elections. “When he
(Das) went on stage and was
singing an Odia devotional
song of  Lord Jagannath, he
suddenly collapsed,” added
Mallick.

Sangram Keshari Panda, ad-
ministrative officer of  MKCG
Medical College and Hospital,
said from preliminary medical ex-
amination, it was found that Das
died of  massive cardiac arrest.

ADM collapses on stage, dies

Ashish Singh now
Home dept OSD
AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 11: The
state government Thursday
transferred IPS officer Ashish
Kumar Singh, who was consid-
ered close to the BJD leadership,
to the Home department as an
Officer on Special Duty (OSD).

The order comes a day after the
transfer of  several senior IAS of-
f icers,  including G
Mathivathanan and R Vineel
Krishna who were known to be
close to VK Pandian, the aide
of  former CM and BJD supremo
Naveen Patnaik.

“Ashish Kumar Singh, IPS,
(RR-2004), IGP, CM (security) is
transferred and posted as OSD,
Home department with imme-
diate effect,” a notification said.

Usually, the appointment of
an IPS officer as OSD to the
Home department is treated as
a punishment posting, said a re-
tired police officer.

Following a complaint by the
state BJP ahead of  the Lok Sabha
and Assembly polls, the Election
Commission had April 2 trans-
ferred eight senior IAS and IPS of-
ficers, including Singh to non-
election duties. As per the order,
Singh was transferred and posted
as IG, CM’s security. 

Later, the BJP had approached
the EC alleging that the IPS offi-
cer ‘continued to work in favour
of  the BJD’. The EC had in May
suspended Singh for ‘unduly in-
terfering in the conduct of  elec-
tions’.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 11: Several
NEET-UG candidates from states
like Odisha, Bihar, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh who
appeared for the exam at a centre
in Gujarat’s Godhra were asked
by the accused to choose Gujarati
as the language for the test, the CBI
told a Gujarat court while seek-
ing custody of  the accused.

“This was done to enable
dummy Gujarati candidates,
who were part of  the exam
process, to fill in the candidates’
answer sheets,” the Central
agency said.

These candidates were also
allegedly told to show their per-
manent address as Panchmahal
or Vadodara, the CBI’s probe
into alleged malpractices at two
exam centres revealed.

The CBI said the control of
both the examination centres was
with the same operators. All these
candidates from different states
were contacted by the accused

through different links. According
to sources, the CBI has taken five
of  the six accused into its cus-
tody, including Dixit Patel, owner
of  Jai Jalaram School in Godhra
that was one of  the designated
centres for the NEET-UG held
May 5.

Patel, who was arrested June
30 from his residence, is alleged
to have demanded ̀ 10 lakh from
each student for clearing the
NEET-UG 2024. The CBI, which
took over the probe into the case
from Gujarat police last month,
is now focusing on unearthing
‘interstate links’ as part of  a
larger conspiracy. The Central
agency has registered six FIRs.

The FIR registered in Bihar
pertains to paper leaks, while

the remaining from Gujarat,
Rajasthan and Maharashtra are
linked to the impersonation of
candidates and cheating.

Meanwhile, the CBI Thursday
arrested one of  the alleged king-
pins in the NEET-UG paper leak
case who was on the run ever
since the crackdown on irregu-
larities in the entrance exam
began. Rockey alias Rakesh
Ranjan, who hails from Nalanda,
and is said to be a relative of
mastermind Sanjeev Mukhia,
was nabbed by the agency from
outskirts of  Patna, they said.

The Supreme Court Thursday
adjourned till July 18 the hearing
of  a clutch of  petitions seeking
cancellation, retest and probe into
alleged malpractices in the conduct
of  NEET-UG 2024 as the responses
of  the Centre and the National
Testing Agency (NTA) were yet
to be received by some parties.

“The further hearing shall be
Thursday (July 18),” a bench
headed by Chief  Justice DY
Chandrachud said.

AGENCIES

Nandyal (Andhra Pradesh),
July 11: A nine-year-old girl
was allegedly gang-raped and
killed by three minor boys,
reportedly her classmates,
here, a police official said
Thursday.

According to Nandyal district
superintendent of  police (SP) K
Raghuveera Reddy, two of  the
accused are 15 years old,
while the other one is 12
years old. The girl and
the accused were from
the same school.

Reddy said police re-
ceived a missing com-
plaint from the girl’s
parents that prompted
them to launch a search op-
eration. 

Police searched everywhere
in the locality and questioned lo-
cals for information but could-
n’t find the girl. They also pressed
the dog squad into action. The
clues provided by the sniffer dog
helped the police zero in on the
three minor boys.

“The dog not only led the po-
lice to the scene of  the crime
but also stopped at the houses of

the accused. After initial round
of  investigation, the minor boys
were detained,” he said.

Upon interrogation, the three
boys confessed to the crime.

“The boys spotted the girl
playing near Muchumarri park
around 5pm Sunday. Finding
her alone, they took her near
Mucchumarri canal, where
they took turns to rape her.
Fearing action, they killed the

girl, threw her body into
the water body and left

the spot,” said an of-
ficial quoting the
boys as saying. 

The girl ’s  body
could not be found till

the last report came
in.

A National  Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) team
arrived Thursday to search the
body.

Meanwhile, Nandyal Member
of  Parliament Byreddy Shabari,
accompanied by Collector G
Rajakumari and the SP, reached
the village of  the victim and
found out more details from
her family. Shabari also con-
soled the family and ensured
justice to them. 

9-yr-old girl gang-raped,
killed by 3 schoolmatesAGENCIES

New Delhi, July 11: The Centre
Thursday formed a single-mem-
ber panel to check the ‘candida-
ture claims and other details’ of
controversial probationary IAS of-
ficer Puja Khedkar, who has been
accused of  allegedly misusing
disability and OBC quota to secure
a position in the service.

An additional secretary in the
Department of  Personnel and
Training (DoPT) will enquire
into the matter and submit a re-
port within two weeks.

“The Central government has
constituted a single-member
committee, chaired by a senior
officer of  the rank of  Additional
Secretary to government of  India
to verify the candidature claims
and other details of  Ms. Puja
Manorma Dilip Khedkar, a can-
didate  of  Civi l  Services
Examination-2022 and earlier
CSEs. The committee will sub-
mit its report in 2 weeks,” the
Personnel Ministry said in a
statement. 

She was transferred Monday
to Washim from Pune over al-
legations of  bullying and en-
titled behaviour. Earlier in the
day, she took charge as an as-
sistant Collector at the Washim
district collectorate in Vidarbha
region.

PANEL TO LOOK INTO
PUJA KHEDKAR ROWNon-Gujarati candidates,

answers in Gujarati: CBI
SC defers hearing to July 18; one of kingpins held in Patna

Arabinda Padhee SJTA
Chief Administrator
Bhubaneswar: The state government
Thursday appointed senior IAS officer
Arabinda Kumar Padhee as the Chief
Administrator of Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration (SJTA),
removing VV Yadav from the coveted
post. In exercise of the powers
conferred by sub-section (1) of section
19 of Shree Jagannath Temple Act, 1954
(Odisha Act, 11 of 1955), the State
Government do hereby appoint Shri
Arabinda Kumar Padhee, IAS, as Chief
Administrator, SJTA, Puri in addition to
his present duties for the time being
and until further orders in place of Sri
VV Yadav,” read a notification issued by
the Law department.

Top celebs expected
at Ambani wedding
Mumbai: Top celebrities Kim and
Khloe Kardashian, boxer Mike Tyson,
former UK prime ministers and global
business tycoons are expected to
attend the wedding of Anant Ambani,
youngest son of Asia’s richest man
Mukesh Ambani, in Mumbai Friday.
After four months of star-studded
pre-wedding celebrations, Anant
Ambani, 29, will tie the knot with
Radhika Merchant, daughter of
pharma tycoons Viren and Shaila
Merchant. P2

WATER WOES: People walk through a flooded area of JJ Colony in New Delhi’s Bawana, Thursday, after a breach in Munak canal that supplies water from Haryana to the national capital PTI PHOTO



P2 MATTHEW MCCONAUGHEY GETS 
A SWOLLEN EYE FROM BEE STING

leisure
Actor Matthew McConaughey, who is known for
Dallas Buyers Club, Interstellar, True Detective
and other films, had an apparent run-in with a bee.
The actor recently shared a close-up photo of
himself on his Instagram showing his right eye
completely swollen, reports People magazine.

Rapper-producer Rich the Kid has claimed that Kanye
West is retiring from music, though it’s unclear what
exactly that entails or if the decision is final.
According to a since-deleted screenshot of a text
exchange posted by Rich the Kid from West: “I am
retiring from professional music,” reports people.com.
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AQUARIUS
It's a day you may want to
spend with yourself. But it
may still not bring the
desired peace and tranquility. An
unpleasant situation may force you to
deal with reality, says Ganesha. You now
realise how much strength you derive
from your devotion to God.

PISCES
Of late, the harder you try, the
more it seems you have to do.
You are likely to put your foot
down today and spend some time taking
care of yourself and playing truant with your
responsibilities. Recharge your batteries
fully while you are at it, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
Today, find yourself driving
all your thoughts and
actions towards your family.
You will also spend some superb time with
your dearie and discuss intimate matters.
A relaxing day today as you spend time
with your friends and family, chilling out
and having a good laugh or two.

LIBRA
The clock ticks on, but
chances are it can hardly
beat you in the race, thanks
to your prompt and sincere efforts. Today,
you shall be a paragon of excellence.
However, Ganesha waves the red flag of
caution: it always pays to be safe rather
than sorry. Keep your eyes open and pay
attention to the fine print before signing
any contract or paper. You'd be surprised
once you see the entire picture.

SCORPIO
Add a pinch of innovation
and inventiveness to your
daily working style. There
shall be order in the chaotic way you per-
form your tasks – though not apparent to
others. Revitalise yourself and plunge
into work with new-found zest and
vigour, advises Ganesha.

LEO
Seems today is just one of
those days when things sim-
ply refuse to go your way. It
happens to the best of us, says Ganesha,
and there isn't much one can do about it
except slog it out and find that hidden
reserve of moral support. On a brighter
note, Ganesha observes the possibility of
you meeting the right person who shall
help you rekindle your imagination.

VIRGO
Today is the right time to
start a new project, while
older projects which had
been postponed will be finished. Over the
next week you will try to boost your ener-
gy levels. Parties will lead to a lot of
entertainment and joy. Ganesha says chil-
dren will bring home pride which will put
you in even higher spirits.

GEMINI
It is better for you to swim
with the current in all of
today's dealings, suggests
Ganesha. This will help you effortlessly
deal with even the most morbid state of
affairs. No need to be a hero, today.
Pleasure is the key word for you. Your
performance will be satisfying at work,
and more than satisfying back home.

CANCER
A shopping spree with
your darling is likely to be
the highlight of the day,
even though you will be paying for
almost everything. Though you have
decided to be this lavish out of sheer
love, your sweetheart will more than
return the favour with a sweaty thank
you 'return gift' in the evening.

ARIES
For no reason whatsoever,
you may clam up today. Of
course, you will give credit to
others wherever they've contributed. But
you need to be more generous than that,
says Ganesha, and share the secrets of
your success with your compatriots. Also,
do you really need to buy that $100 wallet?

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
This is a bright, rosy day for
students and scholars, par-
ticular who are engaged in,
or are looking forward to higher studies,
specializing in a particular professional
stream. This a great day for making
plans for higher studies abroad. Do not
miss this opportunity. Plans made today
are likely to materialize. 

CAPRICORN
Now is the perfect time to
showcase your talents and
skills. You are all geared up to
hit your target and do everything that is need-
ed to be done. Your efforts will not go in vain
as they will bear fruits for sure, says Ganesha.
You will spend quality time with your family
member and catch with old friends.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

KANYE RETIRING FROM
PROFESSIONAL MUSIC!

Mumbai: Actress Ridhima
Pandit reacted to the allegations
of  people calling her dating ru-
mours with cricketer Shubman
Gill a PR stunt.

Addressing the current claims,
she said, “I don’t want to give
such perceptions an importance
because that would be
stupidity.  I f  I
wanted to do all
this, I would
have done it
in Bigg Boss.
I could have
easily stayed
in the show
and made a
name by min-
gling with some-
one for publicity,
but I didn’t.”

Pandit, who made
her debut in 2016 in the
TV show Bahu
Hamari Rajni
Kant, tells
us that she
values
her
pro-
fes-

sional reputation over fleeting
publicity stunts. “I have worked
hard to reach where I am today.
I want to be known for my work
and not my relationships.”

Speaking about the pervasive
nature of  rumours in the en-
tertainment industry, Pandit re-

marked, “It is so easy for a ru-
mour to spread these days.

It’s a good thing that
they linked me with
Shubman Gill, who is

a promising crick-
eter and I respect

him a lot. But,
people could
have linked
me to some-
body who is
75 years old.”

AGENCIES

Ridhima on dating 
rumours with Gill

Mumbai: Actor Rajeev Khandelwal has spo-
ken about the dark side of  the glitzy world of  glam-
our and said that manipulation is a part and par-
cel of  the industry.

Talking about manipulation being a part of
the industry, Rajeev, who made his debut with
the action-thriller Aamir in 2008 told this agency:
“Manipulation is something we all have seen from
our school days to till now to whichever in-
dustry we are working in. Manipulation is a part
of  every industry and human nature. Everyone
is out there to make a living for themselves and
their families. For us to think about produc-
ers to manipulate for making more money
and aligning themselves with certain favourable
people who they think are going to bring
them more success is very natural.”

“I have seen it. But just to say it probably
could be scandalous. From the time when I
was not part of  the industry or from those
years when the industry came into exis-
tence these manipulations could have been
there… Manipulations are a part and parcel
of  our industry,” he added. IANS

‘Manipulation is part 
of Hindi film industry’

Mumbai: Actress Sayli Salunkhe is
happy with the way her career is pro-
gressing and wants it to grow gradually.

Sayli, who is currently seen as
Vedika in the show Pukaar: Dil
Se Dil Tak, shared: “When I
look back at myself  from 10
years ago, I feel a sense of
pride. I think, ‘Oh my god,
what have I accomplished?’
I feel proud of  myself  and
grateful to my parents be-
cause, without them, I
wouldn't be here today.”

“I am very happy and
want to continue grow-
ing gradually. Sudden
growth can pull
you down just
as quickly, so I
want to enjoy
this journey
and take
my
time,” she
said.

For
Sayli,
growth
and life
ambi-
tions
are
impor-
tant. 

“If
you stay at

one stage in life, you can only enjoy it
for so long. Growth is necessary for

everyone. You will grow when
you have ambitions and

a set goal in your life.
Once you have a
goal, you feel the
need to keep mov-
ing  forward.
Without ambi-
tions, I think we
remain stuck,
both as indi-
viduals and in

our work.
So, I believe
having
ambition
is  ex -

tremely
impor-
tant,” she
con-
cluded.

IANS

Having goal is extremely
important: Sayli Salunkhe 

Mumbai:
Top celebrities Kim

and Khloe
Kardashian, boxer

Mike Tyson, for-
mer UK prime min-

isters and global busi-
ness  tycoons  are

expected to attend the
wedding of  Anant Ambani,

youngest son of  Asia's rich-
est man Mukesh Ambani,

in Mumbai Friday.
After four months of

star-studded pre-wedding
celebrations,
Anant Ambani,
29, will tie the
knot with
Radhika
Merchant,
daughter
of

pharma tycoons Viren and Shaila Merchant.
The guest list is a mix of  Indian and inter-

national celebrities, politicians and corporate
bigwigs, sources aware of  the matter said.

Besides the Kardashians, the extravaganza
is expected to be attended by former UK prime

ministers Boris Johnson and Tony Blair,
futurist Peter Diamandis, artist Jeff  Koons,
self-help coach Jay Shetty,
former US Secretary of
State John Kerry, for-
mer Canadian PM
Stephen Harper,
sources said.
Bollywood stars

too are expected to
attend the cel-

ebra-

tions. The events leading to the wedding featured
Salman Khan, Shah Rukh Khan, Akshay Kumar,
Deepika Padukone, and Alia Bhatt.

Veteran actors Amitabh Bachchan and Aamir
Khan are also expected to attend. And so is
Priyanka Chopra-Jonas, Aishwarya Rai-
Bachchan, Janhvi Kapoor and Sara Ali
Khan.

The corporate world luminaries expected
include HSBC Holdings plc Chairman
Mark Tucker, Samsung Electronics chair-

man Jay Lee, Saudi Aramco CEO Amin
Nasser, BP chief  executive Murray

Auchincloss, Emma Walmsley of  drug
giant GSK Plc,  Jim Taiclet  of

Lockheed Martin and FIFA President
Gianni Infantino. PTI

Kardashians to 
Tyson expected 

at Ambani wedding
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TAKING STOCK

Food Supplies and Consumer
Welfare Minister Krushna

Chandra Patra pays a visit to
Chhatra Bazar Urban Haat in

Cuttack Thursdaydowntown

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 11: Possibly
in search of  their female part-
ners, two lion siblings swam 1.3
km across an African river
known to be infested with hip-
pos and crocodiles, making it
the longest documented swim
for African lions with visual ev-
idence.

Facing fierce competition for
lionesses and having lost a fight
for female affection in the hours
leading up to the swim, the

brother duo was driven to em-
bark on the perilous journey,
likely to get to females on the
other side of  the channel, ac-
cording to the authors of  the
study published in the journal
Ecology and Evolution.

They filmed the lions trekking
their way through the Queen
Elizabeth National Park in
Uganda before crossing the
Kazinga Channel, using heat
cameras on drones.

Threatened by human pres-
sures and high levels of  poach-

ing, the Panthera leo species’
population has been shown to
have nearly halved in just five
years.

One of  the lion brother duo,
whom the researchers named
Jacob and called a local icon, is
famous for having survived

multiple life-threatening events.
“I’d bet all my belongings

that we are looking at Africa’s
most resilient lion: he has been
gored by a buffalo, his family
was poisoned for lion body part
trade,  he was caught in a
poacher's snare, and finally lost
his leg in another attempted
poaching incident where he
was caught in a steel trap,” 
author Alexander Braczkowski
from Grif f i th  University,
Australia, which co-led the 
study, said.

In one of  the video footage ac-
companying the study, Jacob
can be seen limping and lead-
ing the way for his brother,
Tibu, through the national park,
before approaching the shore.

The lion siblings began mov-
ing along the water’s edge and
entering water February 1, 2024.
They can be seen making three

attempts at crossing the chan-
nel, each time swimming a cer-
tain distance, before encoun-
tering a likely threat – an animal
or a current, and being forced
back to the banks.

On the fourth attempt, the
brothers finally succeed in
swimming across, reaching the
Katunguru region of  the park
February 4.

While an amazing show of
resilience, the lions’ swim, an
attempt in search of  homes and
partners, is a direct symptom
of  skewed sex ratios in lion
populations, the authors said.

“Jacob and Tibu’s big swim
is another important example
that some of  our most beloved
wildlife species are having to
make tough decisions just to
find homes and mates in a
human-dominated world,”
Braczkowski said.

FACING FIERCE COMPETITION FOR LIONESSES
AND HAVING LOST A FIGHT FOR FEMALE
AFFECTION IN THE HOURS LEADING UP TO
THE SWIM, THE BROTHER DUO WAS DRIVEN
TO EMBARK ON THE PERILOUS JOURNEY

2 lions swim croc-infested river in search of soulmates

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, July 11: Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) supremo and
Leader of  Opposition in the
Assembly Naveen Patnaik
Thursday wrote to Chief  Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi, urging
him to take action against those
responsible for the fall of  the
Lord Balabhadra idol during
‘Adapa Pahandi’ Tuesday.

Patnaik, the former CM, said
the incident has “deeply hurt
the sentiments of  devotees all
over the world”.

Describing Lord Jagannath as the
symbol of  Odia ‘Asmita’ (pride)
and the identity of  the people of
Odisha, Patnaik said the incident
that occurred during the ‘Pahandi'
of  Lord Balabhadra was unprece-
dented and had never happened
in the tradition of  Rath Yatra.

The former chief  minister
said he could not believe his eyes
that such a mishap could happen.
At least nine servitors of  Puri

Srimandir were injured Tuesday
when the idol of  Lord Balabhadra
fell on them while it was being
taken out of  the chariot to
Gundicha Temple as part of  Rath
Yatra festival. 

The incident happened when
the heavy wooden idol was being
brought  down from Lord
Balabhadra’s chariot to be taken
to the Gundicha Temple on what
is known as ‘Goti Pahandi’.

It appears that those who were
carrying the idol lost control of  it.

“The way some members of
the Odisha Cabinet made com-
ments about such a sensitive
subject has doubled the grief  of
Jagannath lovers. The incident
has deeply hurt the feelings of  all
the devotees of  the Lord. Such an
insensitive approach of  the gov-
ernment could not assuage the
wounded feelings of  Jagannath
devotees,” Patnaik said.

He requested Majhi to per-
sonally intervene in the matter
and take necessary steps to en-

sure that such an incident does
not occur in future.

Senior BJP leader and Cuttack
MP Bhartruhari Mahtab ques-
tioned the presence of  a large
number of  people on the chariot
at the time of  the ritual.

The MP demanded action
against those who were at fault.

Meanwhile, a complaint has
been lodged by some advocates
in the Capital police station here,
demanding action against
Jag annath temple  chief  
administrator VV Yadav. 

They alleged that the chief  tem-
ple administrator was not present
there during the ‘Pahandi’ ritual.

FALL OF BALABHADRA IDOL

BIZ HOUR: Rush at Palishree Mela, a craft fair, opened on the occasion of Rath Yatra Thursday  OP PHOTO

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 11: The
Central Bureau of  Investigation
(CBI)  has  ar rested
Superintendent of  Central GST
& Central Excise, Berhampur
Manoj Kumar Subudhi for ac-
cepting a bribe of  `15,000 from
a complainant in lieu of  pro-
cessing his goods and services tax
(GST) refund.

CBI sources here Thursday
said a case was registered against

Subudhi, July 9, on the basis of
the complaint against him.

It was alleged that Subudhi
demanded a bribe of  `20,000
from the complainant on the
ground that the accused had ear-
lier processed a refund of  GST
amounting to `1.77 lakh to the
complainant and on the ground
of  smoothly processing another
GST refund of  nearly ̀ 3 lakh to
the complainant.

The Central agency laid a
trap and Subudhi was arrested

from the office of  assistant com-
missioner,  Central GST &
Central Excise, Berhampur after
he was caught red-handed while
accepting the first instalment of

the bribe amount of  ̀ 15,000 out
of  the total demanded amount
o f  `2 0 , 0 0 0  f ro m  t h e  
complainant.

Searches were conducted at
the residential and official prem-
ises of  the accused at Berhampur
and Bhubaneswar which led to
recovery of  incriminating 
documents.

CBI sources said Subudhi was
produced before the Court of
Special Judge for CBI cases at
Bhubaneswar later in the day.

CGST Supt arrested for accepting `15K bribe

Padhee assumes charge
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 11: A day
after a major reshuffle among IAS
officers, Usha Padhee assumed
charge as Principal Secretary
of  Housing and Urban
Development (H&UD) depart-
ment Thursday. 

After taking charge, Padhee in-
teracted with senior officers of
the department to outline her
vision for the department.

During the discussions, she
underscored the department's
reputation nationwide and ar-
ticulated a clear path forward.
Emphasising the importance of
teamwork, Padhee stressed that
the department must operate
cohesively as ‘Team Urban’, mov-
ing away from individual efforts.
She highlighted the necessity
of  strategic and futuristic plan-
ning to address the evolving
challenges and opportunities in
urban development.

“It is imperative that we har-
ness the collective strength of
our team to build upon the stel-
lar reputation our department
has earned. By adopting a for-
ward-thinking approach and
strategically planning our ini-
tiatives, we can effectively steer
the department towards achiev-
ing its goals,” she added.

Padhee brings a wealth of  ex-
perience and a visionary lead-
ership style to her new role. Her
commitment to collaborative ef-
forts and strategic foresight
promises to usher in a new era
of  innovation and progress for
the department, said sources.

DEBADURLLAV HARICHANDAN, OP

Bhubaneswar,  July  11 :
Crackdown against cybercrimes
by the Commissionerate Police
seems to have little impact as
there is no sign of  decline in
such cases. In fact, there is a
steep rise in cybercrime cases in
the past six months during which
the  tr icksters  swindled  
`36 crore in 2,394 cases, said po-
lice sources.

Several of  the registered cases
belong to different parts of  the
state, the sources claimed.

Addressing the media here
Thursday, twin city Police
Commissioner Sanjeeb Panda
said the victims have lost nearly
`36 crore to such scams. Besides,
the cops have frozen ̀ 9.50 crore
belonging to the scamsters and
returned `9.5 lakh to the vic-
tims. However, many of  the ac-
cused are yet to be traced. 

Analyzing the data further,
Panda said the cyber cell here re-
ceived 966 complaints related
to UPI transaction frauds, 554
complaints regarding harass-
ment through social media, 282
NEFT-related frauds and 110
credit card frauds. The re-
maining 482 complaints are yet

to be classified under any cate-
gory, said the police commis-
sioner, adding that 21 cyber
fraudsters, including five in-
terstate criminals, have been
arrested so far. 

A senior cop said as per pre-
liminary investigations, the
cases could be broadly classi-
fied into two sub-types- UPI
frauds and fake investment

frauds. 
For UPI frauds, the scamsters,

impersonating cops, blackmail
the victims by saying that their
credentials have been used for
illegal activities. Later, when
the victim gets frightened, the
criminals manipulate them to
transfer lakhs of  money to their
bank accounts. The cyber fraud-
sters deceive the victims by
sharing details of  fake invest-
ment schemes. 

When the victims begin to
trust them, they swindle money
from their bank accounts, he
added. 

It is worth mentioning that
the Commissionerate Police
have recently inducted an as-
sistant commissioner of  police
(ACP)-rank officer in the cyber
cell due to surge in cyber fraud
complaints.

Cybercriminals swindle 
`36 crore in six months

Though the cops have
frozen `9.50 crore
belonging to the 
scamsters and returned
`9.5 lakh to the victims,
many of the criminals
are yet to be traced

Couple dies 
by suicide
Kendrapara: In a tragic incident, a cou-
ple reportedly committed suicide by
hanging themselves from a ceiling fan
Wednesday night. Derabish police sta-
tion IIC Kishore Kumar Tarai said they
have been identified as Kartik Jena, 25,
and his spouse Pinki Das, 21, of
Fakirabad (Jenasahi). According to
police, the couple locked the bedroom
and went to sleep Wednesday night.
However, they did not open the door
Thursday morning when the family
members knocked on it. The family
members broke open the door and
found them hanging from the ceiling
fan. The Derabish police, on being
informed about the incident, arrived at
the spot, seized the bodies and sent
them for autopsy. Though the exact rea-
son is yet to be ascertained, the police
suspect that family feud over the finan-
cial crunch forced the couple to take
the extreme step.

Let’s ensure smooth 
Rath Yatra: Majhi

CM Mohan Majhi wrote a reply letter
to Naveen saying that Lord

Jagannath is not only the symbol of
‘Odia Asmita’, but also is the Lord of the
entire universe. “The gathering of the
Trinity and Lord Sudarshan during Rath
Yatra is a unique occasion and their
worship system is rare. This year, the
mishap happened during ‘Pahandi’ of
the deities to ‘Adapa Mandap’. We all
have been saddened by the incident. I
fully understand your concern. After
learning about the incident, I had direct-
ed Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida
and Law Minister Prithviraj Harichandan
to visit Puri immediately, and advised
everyone to take care so that this does
not happen again in future,” Majhi wrote
to Naveen. He also said “let us all of us
together perform all the services of
Srigundicha Yatra properly”.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, July 11: Five peo-
ple were arrested for allegedly
gangraping a 30-year-old woman
in Ganjam district, police said
Thursday.

The incident occurred Tuesday
night in an area near Khairapalli
under Kabisuryanagar police
station when the accused as-

saulted the woman and gangraped
her over a monetary dispute, a
senior officer said. 

“We have arrested all five ac-
cused involved in the incident
from the district,” Ganjam
Superintendent of  Police (SP)
Jagmohan Meena said. 

The woman was rescued by
police personnel and undergo-
ing treatment, he said.

The incident might have taken
place due to the monetary dispute
in ganja trade, in which the vic-
tim and the accused persons were
involved, an officer said after a
preliminary inquiry.

“The medical report of  the
victim is awaited. A woman DSP
in the district has been engaged
to talk to the victim for further
investigation,” the SP added.

5 held for gangraping woman in Ganjam

Naveen writes to
CM, seeks action
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It is imperative to focus on
the needs of  women, youth,
and marginalised commu-

nities that remain inadequate
owing to the rising population,
said experts on World Population
Day Thursday. 

World Population Day is ob-
served every year July 11 to raise
awareness about global popula-
tion issues and their impact on
society. The theme for this year
is ‘Leave no one behind, count
everyone’.

With about 142.86 crore pop-
ulation, India overtook China
to become the world’s most pop-
ulous nation, according to the
UNFPA’s State of  the World
Population Report in 2023.

Speaking to IANS, Poonam
Muttreja, Executive Director of

the Population Foundation of  India
(PFI), said even though India be-
came the world’s most populous na-
tion, “we have attained the re-
placement-level fertility rate”.

“This means that the average
number of  children born per
woman is sufficient to keep the
population size stable from one
generation to the next,” she ex-
plained.

Yet, due to a large proportion
of  young people, the population
in India will continue to grow.

“Nonetheless, we have made
remarkable progress towards
population stabilisation,”
Poonam said.

However, she called for a shift
in focus -- on reaching the un-
reached, that is, the women,
young people, and marginalised

communities. “The reproduc-
tive rights, access to resources,
and health and well-being out-
comes of  these groups remain in-
adequate,” Poonam said.

There are approximately 24
million women with an unmet
need for family planning, mean-

ing they want to stop or delay
childbearing but lack the access
or agency to use contraception.

“The upcoming budget must
increase the investment in fam-
ily planning, especially in long-
lasting modern contraceptives,
as addressing these needs is cru-

cial for achieving equitable and
sustainable development,” the
PFI chief  said.

This was also advocated by the
Union Health Minister JP Nadda,
who called for “healthy timing and
spacing of  pregnancy for the
health and well-being of  mother
and child”. Population increases
also create congestion and de-
plete human health resources.

“It also adds load to our al-
ready overburdened infra-
structure, deprives people of
basic amenities, causes scarcity
of  water, problems related to hy-
giene and sewage,” M Wali,
Senior Consultant, department
of  Medicine, Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital, told IANS.

Overpopulation can also
worsen health care indices like

morbidity and mortality as pre-
ventive and screening health
care needs of  the population (es-
pecially the vulnerable sections
like women, children, and elderly)
are not adequately met.

“Uplifting women is an effi-
cient strategy to keep the over-
population problem in check.
Educated women are more likely
to exercise their reproductive
rights, that is, use contracep-
tion and motivate their partners
for the same, plan families, and
consider termination of  unde-
sired pregnancies. They are also
more likely to understand the
importance of  having small and
healthy f amil ies,”  Isha
Wadhawan,  from For tis
Faridabad, told IANS.

IANS

WORLD POPULATION DAY 

‘Focus on needs of women, youth, marginalised groups’

AFFIDAVIT
I, Anil Patro, S/o P.
Baleswar Patro and P.
Rashmita Patro, resident
of  Madhusudan Nagar,
Rajabagicha, Nayagarh,
P.O./P.S./Dist. - Nayagarh,
Pin - 752069, Odisha
declare by this affidavit
No. V-31/162/09.07.2024
dtd. 09.07.2024 that now
onwards my mother will
be known as P.
RASHMITA PATRA for all
my future purposes.

I, P. Baleswar Patro, S/o
Late P. Antaryami Patro,
resident of  Madhusudan
Nagar, Rajabagicha,
Nayagarh, P.O./P.S./Dist.-
Nayagarh, Pin - 752069,
Odisha declare by this
affidavit No. V-
31/163/09.07.2024 dtd.
09.07.2024 that my wife
name has changed from
Patam Rasmita Kumari
Patro to P. Rashmita Patra
and she will be known as
P. RASHMITA PATRA and
the same shall be used for
my future purposes.

I, Saswati Priyadarsani,
D/o Khageswar Maharana
resident of  At- Plot No.
EB-404, Stage-2,
Laxmisagar BDA Colony,
Bhubaneswar -751006,
Dist.- Khordha, Odisha
declare by this affidavit
No. 214, dtd.11.07.2024 that
now onwards I shall be
known as Saswati
Priyadarshini for all
future purposes.

I, Ranjan Giri, S/o - Atul
Chandra Giri, resident of
At - Suniti, Suniti
(Benakandha), Post -
Suniti, PS. - Tantiapala
Marine, Dist -
Kendrapara, Pin - 754224,
Odisha, declare by this
affidavit No. 1081 dtd. -
06.07.2024 that now
onwards I shall be known
as Ranjan Kumar Giri for
all future purposes.

By virtue of  an affidavit
No.- 4999 dt. 05.07.2024
sworn before Notary
Public, Bhadrak. I,
Pramoth Chandra
Mohanty, S/o- Lt.
Parshuram Mohanty,
Vill/P.O.- Bamanabindha,
P.S.- Pirahat, Dist.-
Bhadrak, Odisha, PIN-
756131 do hereby declare
that my actual and correct
name spelling is
PRAMOTH CHANDRA
MOHANTY. That
PRAMATH CHANDRA
MOHANTY and
PRAMOTH CHANDRA
MOHANTY is same and
one person. Henceforth,
my correct name
PRAMOTH CHANDRA
MOHANTY shall be used
in all purpose.

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 11: Terming
the rising number of  suicides
a ‘social issue’, the Supreme
Court Thursday granted four
weeks to Centre for filing a
comprehensive reply to a PIL
seeking effective implemen-
tation of  a public health pro-
gramme for prevention and
reduction of  suicides.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra took note of  the submis-
sions of  lawyer and petitioner
Gaurav Kumar Bansal that ef-
fective steps are needed to deal
with the rising number of  sui-
cide cases and asked the Centre
to file a comprehensive affidavit.

“It is a social issue, let them
(Centre and authorities) file a
counter affidavit,” the CJI said.

The top court, August 2, 2019,
had issued notices to Centre and
all states and Union Territories
(UTs) on the PIL.

The plea has also sought a di-
rection to all the states and UTs
to start a project for providing
support and advice through call

centres and helplines to persons
with suicidal thoughts.

Referring to data provided by
Delhi Police, the petition said, 140
cases of  suicides of  children
below 18 year were recorded be-
tween 2014 and 2018.

The plea said, the failure of  the
authorities in “drafting, de-
signing and implementing pub-
lic health programme for the
prevention and reduction of  sui-
cides in India is not only viola-
tive of  section 29 and 115 of  the

Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 but
is also in violation of  Article 21
(protection of  life and personal
liberty) of  the Constitution”.

Bansal has alleged in his plea
that the Delhi government has
“failed to provide a healthy so-
cial atmosphere” here.

The plea said all the states
and UTs have failed to imple-
ment various provisions of  the
Mental Healthcare Act 2017 and
they should be directed to take
appropriate steps for the pre-

vention and reduction of  sui-
cides in their jurisdiction.

It said that the authorities
should be asked to provide sta-
tus report on the steps taken by
them to implement public health
programme for reduction and
prevention of  suicides.

Referring to the World Health
Organisation’s (WHO) report
‘Preventive Suicide - a Global
Imperative’, the petitioner has
said that young people are among
the most affected and suicide is
now the second leading cause
of  death for those between the age
of  15 and 29 globally.

Rising suicide cases a social issue: SC
A PIL seeking effective
implementation of a public
health programme for
prevention and 
reduction of suicides
said all the states and
UTs have failed to 
implement various 
provisions of the Mental
Healthcare Act 2017 

Robot engaged to trace youth in Tapang lake 
ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 11: A
youth, who fell into a water
body at Tapang stone quarry
Khurda district four days ago,
is yet to be traced. A special
robot prepared by NIT Rourkela
was engaged in the rescue op-
eration Thursday.

The youth went missing after
he fell into the water body at
Bada Saunlia under Tapang po-
lice limits in Khurda.

As per information, four stu-
dents from a Pahala-based ed-

ucational institute visited the
Tapang Green Lake at Bada
Saunlia Monday to shoot a reel.
One of  the youths fell into the
quarry while making reels
standing on the brink of  the
lake.

His friend Om Prakash Rath
immediately jumped in an effort
to rescue him. Though the youth
who had slipped could be res-
cued, Om Prakash went miss-
ing.

A team of  fire services rushed
to the spot with an advanced
waterproof  camera to rescue

Om Prakash. The firefighters,
with assistance from the Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action Force
(ODRAF), and the National
Disaster Rapid Action Force
were also engaged in the oper-
ation.

While all their efforts are yet

to yield any positive result, the
robot prepared by NIT Rourkela
has now been engaged in the op-
eration.

An official of  the NIT said
that the stone quarry is 100-
foot deep and the whole area is
being scanned inch by inch.

It may be mentioned that
Khurda district administration
had declared Nijigarh Tapang
as a prohibited area. It urged
people not to visit the place as
many undetonated dynamites
are still lying in the area which
may pose threat to lives. 

SEARCH ON: NDRF team launches a search operation using a special robot prepared by NIT Rourkela to trace the missing youth who fell into Tapang lake
in Khurda, Thursday OP PHOTO

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, July 11: The
Ratna Bhandra of  Srimandir
likely to be opened July 14,
state Law Minister Prithiviraj
Harichandan said Thursday.

Talking to the newsmen,
Harichandan said the temple
managing committee had ap-
proved the proposal of  the high
level committee under the
chairmanship of  former Orissa
High Court judge Justice
Biswanath Rath, to open the
Ratna Bhandar July 14.

The temple managing com-
mittee Wednesday approved
the proposal of  the Justice
Rath committee after making
minor changes to some SOPs.

Later, the managing com-
mittee had sent its approval
to the state government with a
request to issue necessary or-
ders.

A 16-member high level com-
mittee headed by Justice
Biswanath Rath was consti-
tuted by the state government
July 4, after dissolving the pre-
vious committee headed by
former Supreme Court judge
Justice Arijit Pasayat.

July 9, Justice Biswanath Rath
Committee proposed to reopen
Bahara (outer) and Bhitara
(inner) enclosures of  the Ratna
Bhandar July 14 for both in-
ventorisation and conservation
works with approval of  the state
government.

‘Ratna Bhandar likely 
to be opened July 14’

Bhubaneswar: Seventy eight
students have enrolled for free civil
services coaching programme for
the academic year 2024-25 under
Dr Ambedkar Centre of Excellence,
Central University of Odisha (CUO)
in Koraput, Thursday. CUO VC
Chakradhar Tripathi expressed
hope and said, “The students will
perform outstanding results in civil
services examination next year.”
“The university is actively
promoting the initiative to uplift
the downtrodden sections of the
region as a part of institutional
social responsibility,” he added. 

Free civil services
coaching for 78 
students at CUO

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, July 11: The
Odisha State Commission for
Protection of  Child Rights (OS-
CPCR) has taken suo moto cog-
nizance regarding the allega-
tion of  torture levelled against
actress Riya Dey by her domes-
tic help.

The OSCPCR has directed the
Deputy Commissioner of  Police
(DCP) in Bhubaneswar, Khurda
District Labour Officer and
District Child Protection Officer
to conduct a probe into the al-
legations and submit a report
by July 25.

The OSCPCR has asked the
above-said officials to submit
detail information regarding
the age, educational status and
health condition of  the victim in
the probe report. 

It also asked the Khurda
District Labour Officer and
District Child Protection Officer
to take steps for the rehabilita-
tion of  the victim in accordance
with the law.

The domestic help, in her com-
plaint, alleged that the actor and
her husband subjected her to do-
mestic violence. The couple often
locked her in their house at
Mahanadi Vihar in Cuttack be-
sides physically and mentally tor-
turing her. Riya’s husband even hit
her with beer bottle in inebriated
condition, she alleged.

However, the victim managed
to escape from Dey’s house and
come to the Capital city here.

Subsequently, the victim was
rescued by the Child Line. A
complaint in this regard was
lodged with Chandrasekharpur
police station. Basing upon the
complaint, Chandrasekharpur
police registered a case against
the actress and her husband.
The case was later transferred
to Bidanasi police in Cuttack.

Speaking to media, Additional
DCP of  Commissionerate Police
Anil Mishra said a case has been
registered against Riya and Sunil
under various charges. The po-
lice will also record the victim’s
statement, he added.

Monday, Riya’s husband had
filed a complaint at Bidanasi po-
lice station stating that their
caretaker had gone missing. The
police would now investigate
both cases simultaneously, the
sources said.

Probe ordered into alleged torture
of domestic help by actress Riya Dey

The domestic help, in her
complaint, alleged that
the actor and her 
husband subjected her
to domestic violence 
by physically and 
mentally torturing her
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, July 11: A direct
link between Joda’s Banspani
and Barbil railway stations in the
district remains a pipedream
even though seven years have
passed since it found mention in
the Budget.

Meanwhile, setting up of  the
rail route under Chakradharpur
division of  South Easter n
Railways (SER) in neighbour-
ing Jharkhand has gained mo-
mentum after people hardened
their stance over the demand, re-
ports said. 

Residents of  Keonjhar dis-
trict said though they have been
repeatedly demanding for the
construction of  the rail route
over the years, the railways has
turned a deaf  ear to their pleas.
The non-fulfilment of  the de-
mand has sparked resentment
and anger among the residents. 

Locals alleged that in the ab-
sence of  direct rail link between
the 17-km stretch - from Banspani
to Barbil- the Puri-Barbil train
has to take a detour of  60 to 70

km, causing severe inconven-
ience to passengers.

Basant Mohanty, a member
of  the Barbil Civil Society said
there are more than 40 mines  in
Barbil mining area from where
minerals are extracted and trans-
ported via roads. However, the
transportation of  minerals and
pellets in trucks is causing ac-
cidents and the resultant loss
of  lives and properties. 

The rail route, when com-
pleted, will connect the district
headquarters town of  Keonjhar
with Barbil. This will benefit
people of  Keonjhar as they can
travel directly in trains to Barbil
and the vice versa.

Similarly, iron ores extracted
from the mines in Barbil and
Bolani areas can be transported
via trains to Paradip and
Dhamra ports as well as to the
various plants and other in-
dustries in the state. The rail
link will also help in reducing
road accidents and ensure safe
commuting.

Mohanty said that the Puri-
Barbil train started plying from

2009. However, due to the detour
of  60-70 kms, it takes four hours
to reach Barbil.  Moreover, it
also results in loss of  precious
revenue for  the railways,
Mohanty added. 

“The lack of  direct rail link
forces passenger trains to travel
via the Danguapasi section in
Jharkhand to reach Barbil which
is causing revenue loss to the rail-
ways,” he said.

Similarly, trucks carrying
iron ores extracted from Barbil
and Bolani mining areas have to
travel extra miles to reach
Paradip, Dhamra ports and other
areas. 

Rasanand Behera, another
member of  Barbil Civil Society,
said the Railway Budget pre-
sented in the Parliament in 2016-
17 FY had a proposal for the con-
struction of  this rail route. “But
nothing has happened on the
ground so far,” he said.

Following the mention in the
Budget, the state government
proposed to construct this rail
route with district mineral foun-
dation (DMF) funds. A plan out-
lay of  ̀ 363.38 crore was made for
the purpose. However, the proj-
ect failed to take off.

Moreover, the rail routes in the
mining areas fall under the
Chakradharpur division of
South Eastern Railways in
Jharkhand. Locals and mem-
bers of  the civil society have
been demanding for the inclusion
of  the rail routes under the East
Coast Railways (ECoR), Khurda
since the last 12 years.                  

Banspani-Barbil railway
route remains a pipedream PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, July 11: A 48-year-old
man has been arrested for allegedly
hunting birds in Chilika lake, a
Forest official said.

He was  hunting  birds  at
Bidharpursahi near Bhusandpur
in Tangi forest range and 18 car-
casses of  four bird species were
seized from his possession, Chilika
Wildlife Division DFO Amlan 
Nayak said.

The carcasses of  the birds include
those of  Grey Headed Swamphen
(14), Lesser Whistling Duck (2) and
one each of  Pheasant Tailed Jacana
and Bronze Winged Jacana, he said.

Wildlife personnel suspected that
the accused person was taking the
carcasses to the market for sale and
for own consumption.

Nayak said the poacher was sus-
pected to have hunted the birds by
poisoning them in Chilika Lake.

After conducting a post-mortem ex-
amination, the carcasses were buried,
he said. The DFO said the tissue
samples of  the carcasses would be sent
to the Centre for Wildlife Health in
Odisha University of  Agriculture
and Technology (OUAT) and to the
state forensic laboratory, Bhubaneswar
for toxicological analysis.

Though not a single poaching case
was registered in Chilika in the last
bird migration season when lakhs
migrated to the lake in winter, hunt-
ing of  waterfowls has been reported
recently. The latest poaching case
at the lake was second in the last one
week, and third in a month. Several
residential birds and some migratory
birds that have stayed back are in
Chilika now.

On July 3, wildlife personnel ar-
rested two bird poachers at Deipur
in Tangi range of  Chilika Wildlife
Division. The carcasses of  14 birds
of  two species -- Grey Headed
Swamphen (14) and Water Cock (one)
– were seized from the duo.

Similarly, Forest officials had ar-
rested a bird hunter at Tentuliapada
and seized the carcass of  two Open
Billed Storks, a scheduled animal
under the Wildlife Protection Act.

Normally poachers become ac-
tive after the withdrawal of  the anti-
poaching camps in March. Patrolling
has been intensified in the lake with
the existing staffers, the DFO said.

RAJESH MOHANTY,OP

Rourkela, July 11: The three-
member team of  the national
health mission (NHM) that ar-
rived Wednesday at Rourkela
Government Hospital (RGH)
to conduct enquiry into the al-
leged gross irregularities at
the premier government health
facility, carried out verifica-
tion and scrutiny of  related
documents for the second con-
secutive day, Thursday. 

The team is learnt to have
seized many incriminating
documents related to the cor-
ruption charges.

Shedding lights on the probe,
Director RGH Ganesh Das said,
“The members of  the inquiry
panel are enquiring into the
corruption unearthed recently.
They are looking into all ir-
regularities such as those re-
lated to security, laundry, theft
of  the mortuary freezers and
others.” The Director said the
team was scheduled to leave
in the night after wrapping up 
the probe.

He said the Hospital man-
ager, Mohit Kumar has been is-
sued two show cause notices by
his appointing authority - the
national health mission (NHM)
–, but he did not respond to
those. He termed him as a ‘ha-
bitual offender’ saying he him-
self  had issued him three show
cause notices for his delin-
quency.

The NHM team consists of
Priyadarshi Dash, senior con-
sultant P&IM, Malaya Kumar

Panigrahi, state finance man-
ager, NHM and Ajit Kumar
Biswal, consultant HR, NHM. 

It is worth mentioning here
that OP (July 9 edition) had
reported extensively about the
gross irregularities in laun-
dry billing at the hospital.

The corruptions in RGH
snowballed into a major scan-
dal when special considera-
tion was shown to a vendor,
M/s Mediaid Medical Ancillary
Services (MMAS) which was
paid a whopping `20 lakh for
providing ‘excellent service’. It
was allegedly done by the then
incumbent Director of  RGH.
The vendor was given a five
year contract in 2020, It claimed
the amount after three years.

The whole payment process
was allegedly initiated by hos-
pital manager Mohit Kumar.
Kumar has reportedly obtained

anticipatory bail in a corrup-
tion case pertaining to four
missing freezers from the hos-
pital mortuary. A show cause
notice has been issued to him
on July 6 by the mission di-
rector of  NHM, Odisha. 

Kumar has been issued the
notice on three grounds: For
availing leave without prior
approval of  the superinten-
dent cum director of  RGH,
availing the EL from the June
24 to July 4 without any valid
reason/document in support,
and involvement in gross ir-
regularities in the procure-
ment and disposal of  BS freeze
chamber for RGH mortuary. 

Both the NHM team and the
Director have termed the EL as
‘unauthorised’. “This may in-
vite  big  trouble  for  him
(Kumar) ,”  said  a  source 
in RGH.

Man held for hunting
birds in Chilika, 
18 carcasses seized

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhadrak, July 11: The Puruna
Bazar police here seized fake
zarda (flavoured tobacco) worth
over ̀ 50 lakh, along with various
materials used in its prepara-
tion, and arrested two persons
during raids at multiple loca-
tions, Thursday. 

Another suspect in the case is
currently on the run, informed
the police. 

The arrested accused were
identified as Sheikh Rabani, 31,
and Sheikh Khalik,20, both res-

idents of  Helasahi, while the ab-
sconding accused was identi-
fied as Mir Inam. 

A team from Puruna Bazar
police station conducted the
raids following information
about the proliferation of  fake
zarda trade in the area. The
team was led by City DSP
Anshuman Dwivedi and Puruna

Bazar IIC Niroj Samal. 
The raids were carried out at

three separate locations in
Helasahi. Along with fake zarda
consignments, the police also
recovered logos of  various zarda
manufacturing companies, sig-
nificant quantity of  Gopal-60
and Kanak tins, oil used in the
making of  zarda, a mixing ma-
chine, and pouches, informed
the Dwivedi at a press conference. 

Three separate cases (No.
204/24, 205/24, and 206/24) have
been registered in this regard, 
he said.

Fake zarda worth ̀ 50L seized; 2 held

NHM team probes into
‘corruption’ in RGH

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela ,  July  11 :
Dengue fever has spread its
wings in the district, while
Rourkela remains the
worst affected at present.

So far, 64 persons have
been detected with the vec-
tor-borne disease and, of
them, 57 are from Rourkela. 

Meanwhile, the sudden
surge of  the fever has caused
panic among people and

sent alarm bells ringing in
the Health department.

Sector-14 in Rourkela
Steel Township has been
declared a dengue hotspot
after most of  the cases
were found from the lo-
cality. The Rourkela Steel
Plant (RSP) has under-
taken a massive cleanli-
ness drive there. It is learnt
that the government and
RSP authorities have
stored adequate quantity

of  medicine and testing
kits to meet the situation.

At present, seven dengue
affected persons have been
admitted to  RGH. Dr
Bhakta Mohan Swain
ADPHO, RGH, said, “The
maximum numbers of
cases have been identified
in Rourkela urban area.
Till date, we have found
64 cases. Majority of  them
are in the Sectors, Railway
Colony and RMC areas.” 

Dengue surge: Rourkela worst hit

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, July 11: The
district administration
h e re  h a s  b a n n e d
Muharram processions
in Sambalpur town sched-
uled to be held July 17. 

Inspector General (IG)
o f  Po l i c e,  N o r t h e r n
Range, Himanshu Kumar
Lal said Thursday that
the decision came fol-
lowing a meeting between
the district administra-
t i o n  a n d  t h e  j o i n t
Muharram peace and co-
ordination committee held
at the conference hall of
the  IG of f ice  during  
the day. 

The IG told mediaper-
s o n s  t h at  h o l d i n g
Muharram processions
in the present situation is
n o t  c o n d u c ive.
“Restrictions have been

clamped on religious pro-
cessions in Sambalpur
town for a year for which
it has been decided that
people will observe the
occasion of  Muharram
in their respective local-
ities, like the Hanuman
Jayanti celebrations at
local levels in April this
year. There will be no re-
ligious processions in-
cluding Muharram pro-
cessions in Sambalpur,”
he said. 

District officials will
conduct joint visits to var-
ious localities in the town
and try to restore confi-
dence and the spirit of
brotherhood among the
denizens, the IG said.

The IG said the ground
situation will be reviewed
at a later stage and a de-
cision will be taken on
whether to permit reli-

gious processions or not.
It is worth mentioning

t h at  at  a  m e e t i n g
Wednesday, the district
administration had de-
cided to allow Muharram
processions, while making
it clear that the partici-
pants will be barred from
carrying weapons (of  any
kind) with them. District
Collector Akshaya Kumar
Agarwal had directed the
d i s t r i c t  p o l i c e  a n d
Muharram committees
to hold a meeting to fi-
nalise a route chart for
the processions. He had in-
structed all liquor shops
in the area to remain
closed on the day, and
urged Health officials to
keep the primary health
centre open and ambu-
lances ready during the
festivities for quick as-
sistance, if  needed.

District admin bans Muharram
processions in Sambalpur town
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I ndustrial policy is back in vogue. After decades of  eschewing the
use of  market-shaping policy tools like tariffs and subsidies, many
Western governments have embraced them, spurred by the COVID-

19 pandemic, which exposed vulnerabilities in global supply chains,
and by broader fears about Chinese technological and commercial
dominance, which could cost the West countless well-paying jobs. If  these
efforts are to succeed, however, an emphasis on knowledge is crucial.

Industrial policy has a poor track record in the West. When postwar
governments tried it, they usually failed to achieve their goals, be-
cause they supported industries with no viable path to profitability. By
the 1970s and 1980s, they abandoned industrial policy altogether. But
if  we view industrial policy as knowledge policy, its comeback can suc-
ceed.

An effective knowledge policy would focus less on creation of  knowl-
edge than on its diffusion. While innovation is clearly valuable, it is
also expensive and challenging, requiring a particular combination of
conditions that is often difficult to ensure. Not every country can re-
alistically aspire to be a technological frontier. But a country does not
have to produce cutting-edge innovations of  its own to be able to reap
the benefits (including higher productive
capacity, greater wealth, and stronger mil-
itary capabilities) of  new processes, meth-
ods, and ideas produced elsewhere.

Knowledge diffusion – which depends on
both access to knowledge and the ability
to absorb it – is the key to a prosperous so-
ciety. The German and Japanese economies
recovered rapidly after World War II largely
because, while their physical infrastructure
was in ruins, their stock of  knowledge
was intact. Both countries had a cohort of
engineers, doctors, scientists, and man-
agers capable of  absorbing, spreading, ap-
plying, and building upon the advanced
knowledge brought by occupying American
forces.

Recognising the value of  such knowl-
edge transfers, one might ask why the state
needs to get involved. The answer is that
knowledge diffusion is the quintessential
externality. When an individual or a firm
invests in knowledge, it typically captures
only a fraction of  the returns: knowledge
acquisition often brings far higher social
returns than private gains. This explains
why the state has long supported and in-
centivised knowledge production, such as
by creating a patent system and strength-
ening education.

An effective knowledge policy must include both domestic and in-
ternational components. On the domestic front, it requires a targeted
education policy, subsidies encouraging local actors to import knowl-
edge, and a flexible intellectual property (IP) framework, which strikes
the right balance between motivating innovation and encouraging its
diffusion. Countries that are far from the technological frontier are bet-
ter off  with lax IP regimes, such as the one that enabled India to build
a thriving pharmaceutical industry. (Membership in the World Trade
Organization has since driven India to adhere to stricter rules.)

In a geopolitically fragmented world, such domestic measures must
be complemented by free-trade zones to facilitate knowledge-sharing
among partner countries. These zones would allow for specialisation
in some areas, but not in all. Economists' obsession with comparative
advantage notwithstanding, this is not necessarily a bad thing. After
all, a country at the technological frontier – or close enough that it can
continue to absorb new knowledge – is likely to be a more productive
and prosperous economic partner.

When it comes to importing technology, countries should erect bar-
riers only in sectors where catch-up is both achievable and desirable
(the same sectors where direct subsidies might also be justified). In this
sense, the United States and the European Union have much better rea-
son to invest in strengthening their domestic semiconductor industries
than India, which is so far behind in this area that any resources spent
on catching up are probably wasted. But even the US risks failing to
achieve its semiconductor ambitions, unless it also implements an ed-
ucation policy that encourages the study of  engineering. Taiwan leads
the world in semiconductor production thanks not only to its vast
knowhow, but also to its appropriately educated workforce.

But even for an economy with the right capabilities, if  too many of
its peers are trying to catch up in the same area, the costs of  the strat-
egy will rise, and the probability of  success will drop. This brings us
to another reason why free-trade zones are useful: they can facilitate
policy coordination, at least among allies. India would be far more
willing to abandon its semiconductor ambitions if  it knew it could rely
on a steady supply from a trusted partner.

To be sure, that partner might make demands of  its own – say, for
India to strengthen its IP enforcement, which would be very costly. But,
in today’s tense and divided world, such trade-offs are practically in-
evitable. A sensible knowledge policy must recognise the constraints
under which allies operate.

Western governments are bringing back industrial policy at a par-
ticularly fraught moment. Strategic considerations cannot be ignored,
as they were during the decades when globalisation was progressing
rapidly, and Pax Americana remained firmly in place. Instead, leaders
must rise to the challenge and devise sophisticated industrial-military
strategies – including knowledge policies – that account for a wide range
of  risks, objectives, and pressures.

Tano Santos is Professor of  Finance at Columbia Business
School. Luigi Zingales is Professor of  Finance at the 

University of  Chicago. ©PROJECT SYNDICATE  

P rime Minister Narendra
Modi just concluded a two-
day visit to Russia. When he

deputed EAM Jaishankar to lead
the Indian delegation to Astana,
Kazakhstan for the 24th meet-
ing of  the SCO Council of  Heads
of  State, it was viewed by ob-
servers as watering down India’s
relations with SCO and a reaction
to growing Sino-Russian axis.
But the impression was belied by
Modi landing in Moscow just
four days after the SCO summit. 

Modi was there to attend the
22nd annual summit between
Indian and Russian leadership.
Furthermore, he was conferred
‘Order of  St Andrew the Apostle’,
the highest civilian honour of
Russia. However, Modi’s visit to
Russia hours after Russian bomb-
ing in Ukraine killing at least 41
people would have been watched
by the world leaders.  The US is
playing down Modi’s timing of  the
visit which coincided with NATO
summit in Washington. But US
State Department Spokesperson
Matthew Miller urged Modi to
talk about Ukraine war and em-
phasise Ukraine’s territorial in-
tegrity. 

The reaction from Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelensky

was more forthright and sharp.
He said, “It is a huge disap-
pointment and devastating blow
to peace efforts to see the leader
of  the world’s largest democracy
hug the world’s most bloody crim-
inal in Moscow on such a day.” The
day he was referring to was the
day of  Modi’s arrival and Russian
bombing in Ukraine killing chil-
dren. Modi did raise the need of
ending the war in Ukraine and
openly mourned the death of
children. He spoke to the media
in Russia reiterating his remark
to Putin a couple of  years ago
that war is ‘not a solution’. 

Reportedly, Prime Minister
Modi told the Russian President
Putin that, “peace talks do not
succeed amidst bombs, guns and
bullets.” He added that “whether
it is war, conflict or a terrorist at-
tack, any person who believes in
humanity, is pained when there
is loss of  lives. But even in that,
when innocent children are
killed, the heart bleeds and the
pain is very terrifying.” 

Modi had wide ranging dis-
cussion with Putin. On the top of
his agenda was to raise the case
of  Indian men fighting for Russia
in Ukraine. Indian nationals
were lured with false promises

of  job offers and ended up join-
ing the Russian army in Ukraine.
Quite a few Indians have died
so far. Putin agreed to release
the Indians from their army duty. 

India and Russia signed nine
agreements during Modi’s visit
that included several sectors –
trade, climate and research. India’s
relationship with Russia goes
back to the 17th century with the
establishment of  India House at
Astrakhan, where Gujarati trades
had settled. Russia has stood by
India during Bangladesh libera-
tion war and during the entire
Cold War phase. But much water
has flown down the river Volga.
USSR, the forerunner of  Russia
has disintegrated. Russia has
moved closer to China and further
away from the West. This has
made India quite uncomfortable. 

Russia’s relationship with
China has grown dramatically
over the last 10 years. As Russia
has jumped into the bandwagon
of  China, New Delhi could not ex-
pect Moscow to perform any bal-
ancing act in Asia. Unarguably,
the level of  continuity has dropped
in India-Russia relations. The
defence and strategic ties, the
main pillars of  bilateralism be-
tween two countries, have suf-

fered greatly over the last decade.
Modi’s visit does not appear to re-
vive them to their earlier state. The
factors that contribute to the de-
cline in these ties consist of  dis-
satisfaction with the quality and
volume of  defence trade and in-
creasing strategic diversions on
dealing with China and India’s
growing relations with the US. In
particular, India is increasingly
being wary of  Russian ‘soft me-
diation’ in the ongoing India-
China face-off  as there is a grow-
ing perception of  Russia lacking
empathy for India’s position and
concerns around the crises. 

The ongoing tragic war has
widened the wedge between
Russia in the West. New Delhi,
whether it likes it or not, is caught
precariously between the two
camps. Even though, India does
not expect great benefits out of  its
ties with Russia, it will continue
to maintain historical relations
even at the cost of  some exas-
peration to the West. The question
is how long India will be able to
ride two horses at the same time? 

The writer is Secretary
General, Association for

Democratic Socialism. 
©INFA

TRANSFORMING A PARTY
T

he Labour Par ty’s
sweeping victory in the
United Kingdom’s gen-
eral election already

holds lessons for center and
center-left parties elsewhere.
But whether it will matter in
the long run depends on Prime
Minister Keir Starmer’s abil-
ity to address his country’s eco-
nomic woes – a very tall order.

To their credit, the Tories
showed respect for democracy
by accepting defeat,  with
Conservative Party leader Rishi
Sunak graciously congratulat-
ing Starmer even before the vote
count was final. It is impossible
to imagine a scenario in which
Donald Trump would do the same
in this year’s US presidential
election. With many Republicans
already preparing to deny any
electoral defeat this November
(further undercutting Americans’
already low level of  trust in in-
stitutions), the British example
reminds us that we must never
normalise such behaviour. The
US media and civil society have
a duty to call out Trump and his
allies’ anti-democratic behav-
iour at every turn.

Starmer’s rapid rehabilita-
tion of  the Labour Party also
holds valuable lessons. Upon tak-
ing the reins from Jeremy Corbyn
in 2020, just after the party’s
worst defeat since 1935, Starmer
emphasised moderation and poli-
cies to improve the economy and
public services. His victory shows
that it is possible to win elec-
tions without extremism. He
promised to make democracy
work better for everyone.

This is a powerful message.
My own recent research shows
that people become much more
pro-democratic when they see
democracy functioning prop-
erly and delivering in terms of
economic growth, stability, pub-
lic services, and low levels of
inequality and corruption. The
same basic formula has worked
well for workers’ parties and
social democrats elsewhere. The
birth of  the storied Nordic model
can be traced to election victo-
ries by workers’ parties in
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway
almost a century ago. These
parties first moved away from

hard left ideas and rhetoric.
Then, once in power, they de-
livered on the concrete im-
provements they had promised.

In Sweden’s case, social democ-
racy was forged in the crucible
of  the Great Depression. The
Workers’ Party – which had bro-
ken from its Marxist roots two
decades earlier – campaigned
on a platform of  macroeconomic
stability, more jobs, and wage
growth. After it delivered on
these promises, it became the
country’s main governing party.

The Norwegian Labour Party
carved out a path even more
like that of  its British cousin
in 2024. After running on a
hard-left platform and losing
more than 20% of  its seats in
the 1930 election, it underwent
a rapid rehabilitation. In 1935,
a fundamentally different
Labour Party came to power
by campaigning on school re-
form, welfare programmes, and
jobs. Through its historic “Folk
School Reform,” it raised the
quality of  education in less
economically developed parts
of  the country, winning the
lasting support of  many vot-
ers. Social democracy has re-
mained the dominant model
in Norway ever since.

Transforming a party is dif-
ficult. For Starmer, it involved
sidelining Corbyn and making
clear that his brand of  far-left
extremism would no longer be on
the agenda. Starmer endured
many months of  widespread crit-

icism from the left, but he held
firm. Now comes an even big-
ger test. The import of  Labour’s
victory ultimately will depend on
whether the party delivers, es-
pecially when it comes to reviv-
ing economic growth. Britain’s
economic performance during
the past 14 years of  Tory rule
has been rather disappointing. Per
capita income growth has been
slow, and the country’s leaders
have failed to address an obvious
productivity problem: growth in
output per hour worked com-
pares poorly to that of  the United
States, France, and Germany.

Recognising that a lack of
public and private investment un-
derlies the UK’s anemic pro-
ductivity and employment per-
formance, Labour has sound
ideas for kickstarting a robust
economic recovery. But to fi-
nance the public investments
in health care, education, in-
frastructure, and technology
that Starmer has promised, the
government will need to increase
its tax revenues. Starmer there-
fore may need to walk back a
separate promise not to increase
taxes for working people.

If  so, he should point out that
no advanced economy can achieve
sustained, dynamic growth with-
out innovating. While countries
such as Vietnam and China have
been able to leverage mature
technologies and low-cost labour,
high-income economies lack this
option. They must either innovate
or fall behind the global techno-

logical frontier. Although spe-
cialising in financial services
can provide a boost, the bene-
fits are temporary. And as the
British example shows, becom-
ing a financial hub for money
from Russian oligarchs, pet-
rostates, and tax evaders brings
a range of  societal ills.

But innovation is easier said
than done. Despite the previ-
ous government’s emphasis on
artificial intelligence, Britain
is lagging behind in the tech-
nology race, and no amount of
government emphasis will
miraculously tur n things
around. Instead, the UK needs
a coherent long-term strategy
geared toward finding a niche
in the broader innovation econ-
omy. Success will require more
than just an old-style industrial
policy of  supporting specific
companies or sectors.

There are also potential fault
lines within Labour’s plans for
making democracy work bet-
ter. Responsive democratic gov-
ernance means that no major
public concern is ignored, and
the British electorate has again
signaled that it is very con-
cerned about immigration.

As in the rest of  Europe, the
British right will face growing
pressure to tilt further right-
ward, and Labour and other
centrist politicians will need to
prepare for this shift. Election
after election has shown that
ignoring the population’s views
on immigration is not a viable
strategy. Labour must make the
humanitarian case for allow-
ing in refugees, while also prom-
ising greater transparency and
control on immigration over-
all. Finding the right commu-
nication strategy and the right
principles to guide its immi-
gration policy will be one of  the
new government’s biggest chal-
lenges. As someone who for-
merly worked both as a human-
rights lawyer and as a chief
prosecutor dealing with pub-
lic-order issues, Starmer may be
uniquely qualified to succeed
where others have failed.

The writer is Institute
Professor of  Economics at

MIT.  ©PROJECT SYNDICATE 

FOCUS

Upon taking the reins from Jeremy Corbyn in 2020,
just after the party’s worst defeat since 1935,

Starmer emphasised moderation and policies to
improve the economy and public services

It is not God who made man
wicked. It is man who makes
himself wicked by separating
himself from God.

THE MOTHER

STARMER
ENDURED MANY

MONTHS OF
WIDESPREAD

CRITICISM FROM
THE LEFT, BUT
HE HELD FIRM 

Daron Acemoglu

WISDOM CORNER
Money has never made man happy, nor will it, there is nothing in its
nature to produce happiness. The more of it one has the more one
wants.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

People crushed by laws, have no hope but to evade power. If the
laws are their enemies, they will be enemies to the law; and those
who have most to hope and nothing to lose will always be
dangerous.

EDMUND BURKE

There are basically two types of people. People who accomplish
things, and people who claim to have accomplished things. The first
group is less crowded.

MARK TWAIN

POLITICS

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

RUSSIA HAS
MOVED CLOSER TO

CHINA AND 
FURTHER AWAY

FROM THE WEST.
THIS HAS MADE

INDIA QUITE
UNCOMFORTABLE 

DK Giri

Significant decision

Sir, The decision by the Supreme Court on alimony for divorced Muslim women
was significant. The court determined that every woman, regardless of  faith,
has the right to alimony. Justices BV Nagarathna and Augustin George Masih
though made independent decisions, they ultimately came to the same outcome.
Both indicated that a divorced Muslim woman could file a lawsuit against her
husband under Section 125 of  the CrPC to receive alimony. From this per-
spective,  Supreme Court’s ruling is admirable and consistent with the duties
of  a welfare state. This verdict is identical to the one handed down in the Shah
Bano case on 23 April, 1985. In fact, before now, alimony for divorced women
was determined by Muslim Personal Law. According to Shariat law, alimony
can only be paid to a divorced woman during the duration of  Iddat. Iddat refers
to the three-month time during which a woman cannot marry anyone else. 
The fact in reality is most women in Indian society are still dependant on their
husbands after marriage. It is tough to sustain them if  their husbands aban-
don them on certain conditions. Women who are responsible for raising and
teaching their children encounter a mountain of  challenges. Many divorced Muslim
women do not remarry, therefore collecting alimony merely during the Iddat
period does not resolve their issues. 

Abhijit Roy, JAMSHEDPUR 

Task cut out 

Sir, The selection of  Gautam Gambhir as Indian
men’s cricket’s head coach has elicited mixed
reactions. Had India failed to win the T20 World
Cup, Gambhir would have been welcomed with
open arms by the much opinionated Indian
cricket fan because nothing succeeds like suc-
cess and failure is an orphan.  There were shrill
cries from some quarters that Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli hung their boots from T20 be-
cause that was one pre-condition set by Gambhir.
Be that as it may, the outspoken Gambhir has
an uphill task of  keeping the side together be-
cause an Indian coach’s job is nothing more
than astute man-management. The former
Indian opener should do well not to rub senior
members of  the team the wrong way. Gambhir
has to ensure a happy and secure dressing room;
nothing more, nothing less.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA
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Tano Santos &
Luigi Zingales

Knowledge 
diffusion – which
depends on both

access to 
knowledge and the

ability to absorb 
it – is the key to a

prosperous society 

1884: Italian painter and sculptor Amedeo Modigliani, whose portraits
are among the most important of  the 20th century, was born.

1920: The independent republic of  Lithuania, having successfully ex-
pelled invading Soviet troops, signed a peace treaty with Russia.

Riding two horses at same time

Knowledge Policy

SPECTRUM DIPLOMACY
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, July 11: Durga Puja,
West Bengal’s biggest festival, is
almost three months away but
potters’ hub Kumartuli in north
Kolkata is already abuzz
with activity, as arti-
sans diligently sculpt
idols to deliver over-
seas orders on time.

With meticulous
attention, idols of
the  goddess  are
being crafted in dif-
ferent sizes to cater to
orders from puja organ-
isers abroad.

Durga Puja will be celebrated
this year from October 9-13.

Renowned clay modeller
Kaushik Ghosh is burning the
midnight oil sculpting an over
eight-foot fibreglass idol for the
London Durgotsav Committee
in Camden.

“At least 36 idols will be sent
to countries such as the UK, US,
Japan,  UAE,  Russia ,  and
Singapore this year. Half  of  this
consignment will be dispatched
by this month, via sea or air,

while the remainder will
follow by August,”

Ghosh said.
“We are commit-

ted to maintaining
the ‘sabeki’ (tradi-
tional) look of  Maa
Durga in every idol.

However,  we  are
adding some unique

touches. For instance, the
Camden puja will feature an
‘ekchala’ idol where the goddess
and her offspring are integrated
into a single structure,” he ex-
plained.

Another artisan Mintu Pal is
busy crafting idols for 21 overseas
puja committees. Eleven images
have already been shipped to

countries such as the US,
Germany, Canada, France, Spain,
Switzerland and Dubai, he said.

“Six idols have been sent to the
US, where Bengali expatriates in
various states celebrate the fes-

tival fervently. Similarly, Bengali
communities in Germany and
Switzerland show equal enthu-
siasm for Durga Puja,” Pal said.

Clay modeller Mantu Paul
said one of  his idols has already

been dispatched to Florida in
the US, with work progressing
swiftly on two more bound for the
same destination.

“In the coming weeks, idols
will be shipped to Germany,
Canada and Australia,” Paul
said.

In total, the craftsmen esti-
mate that at least 100 idols from
Kumartuli will be dispatched to
foreign locations this year.

Mantu Paul has also set aside
two finished ‘ekchala’ idols, each

about 3 feet tall, for organisers
interested in smaller Durga im-
ages.

“These clay idols, priced at
approximately ̀ 15,000 each, are
available for purchase by Bengali
associations or g roups of
friends,” he said.

The artisans are also making
use of  online platforms for pre-
liminary bookings, which are
followed by detailed signing pro-
cedures.

Organisers or their repre-
sentatives are required to visit
the studios at least once to fi-
nalise the arrangements.

“While some local organisers
have deviated from the tradi-
tional ‘sanatani roop’ (tradi-
tional look) of  Maa Durga, those
residing abroad or outside West
Bengal are unwavering in their
reverence for the deity,” em-
phasised Paul, who has over 50
years of  experience in this craft.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, July
11: The Congress-led UDF
Opposition Thursday said in
the state Assembly that the in-
creasing student migration
from Kerala was a dangerous
trend which if  not addressed,
would result in the southern
state becoming the home of  eld-
erly people.

The Left government, how-
ever, brushed it aside, saying it
was a global phenomenon that
was not confined to Kerala alone.

The issue was raised by the
UDF while seeking adjournment
of  the House proceedings to dis-
cuss the matter, permission for
which was denied by the Speaker
after the state government said
that student migrations were a
normal trend and an outcome of
globalisation.

Following the denial of  per-
mission for the motion to ad-
journ the House, the Opposition
staged a walkout, alleging that
the government and the state
higher education minister were
“in denial mode” and not ac-
knowledging the danger posed by
student migration.

State Higher Education
Minister R Bindu claimed that
student migration was a “global
phenomenon” following global-
isation and was not confined to
Kerala alone.

“Kerala is one of  the states
where student migration is very
low,” Bindu said, adding that
students go abroad as they can
work there while studying and
also because of  relaxed visa

nor ms in countries with a
smaller population.

To address the issue, the state
government has initiated vari-
ous ‘earn while you learn’ proj-
ects, she said.

The government was also con-
sidering framing laws to regulate
agencies which recruit students
to go abroad by luring them with
false promises, the minister
added.

Bindu also claimed that the
higher education in the state
was one of  the best in the coun-
try which was evident from the
high grades received by uni-
versities and colleges in Kerala
at the national level. “Therefore,
there was no need to discuss the
issue in the House,” the minis-
ter said.

Disagreeing with the minis-
ter’s claims, Congress MLA
Mathew Kuzhalnadan, who was
one of  the legislators who moved
the adjournment notice, said
that youngsters were leaving
Kerala as they have not been
provided a proper socio-eco-

nomic environment to survive in
the state.

Kuzhalnadan said that one of
the major reasons for it was the
“stagnant economic growth” in
the state as compared to its neigh-
bours.

He contended that the reason
for the lack of  economic growth
was the “ideological stubborn-
ness” in the state, which was
leading to FDIs and other in-
vestment and job opportunities
flowing to the neighbouring
states of  Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu.

Kuzhalnadan also pointed out
that urban unemployment was

the highest in Kerala.
“For all these reasons, young-

sters in Kerala are socially, eco-
nomically, and politically frus-
trated, and they want to escape
from here. That is why they mi-
grate abroad,” he claimed.

While Kuzhalnadan’s claims
were refuted by Bindu as being
contrary to the actual situation,
he was backed by the Leader of
Opposition in the state Assembly,
VD Satheesan, who said that
student migration was “unreg-
ulated” and a matter of  immense
concern.

The Opposition leader said that
when people go to the Gulf  na-
tions for work, Kerala gets re-
mittances from them, and then
those people come back to the
state and start some business here.

“But these students go abroad
after spending huge amounts
and then settle down there. So,
there is no remittance, and they
do not come back. The state,
therefore, loses money as well as
the cream of  our population,” he
further said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, July 11: The Election
Commission of  India has sought
an action taken report from the
West Bengal CEO after receiving
nearly 100 complaints from the
BJP regarding bogus voting, vi-
olence and intimidation during
Wednesday’s bypolls at four
Assembly constituencies in the
state, a senior official said.

The ruling TMC has denied
those allegations and dubbed
them as “baseless”.

“There were some reports of
violence, but overall, the elec-
tion was peaceful yesterday. We
promptly took action whenever
reports of  such violence and
malpractices were reported to us
or came to the notice of  our of-
ficers,” CEO Ariz Aftab said.

Sources at the CEO’s office con-
firmed that it would respond to the
EC’s query Thursday by listing
out the actions the poll conducting
body has so far taken or initiated
vis-a-vis those complaints.

The bypolls were held at
Maniktala, Bagdah, Ranaghat
Dakshin and Raiganj Assembly
seats. Three persons were ar-
rested in Bagdah for their al-

leged involvement in intimi-
dating electors and attacking
the BJP candidate, an official
said, adding that two were held
in Ranaghat Dakshin Assembly
constituency for the same reason.

Among the constituencies,
Raiganj witnessed the highest
turnout at 67.12 per cent, followed
by Ranaghat Dakshin at 65.37 per
cent, Bagdah at 65.15 per cent and
Maniktala at 51.39 per cent.

According to  Election
Commission officials, the turnout
may increase as queues were ob-
served outside polling booths at 6
pm when polling officially ended.

Sporadic incidents of  violence
were reported from Bagdah,
Maniktala  and Rana ghat
Dakshin as the BJP accused
TMC activists of  assaulting its
booth agents and stopping its
candidates from visiting some
polling stations.

BJP candidates Manoj Kumar

Biswas and Binay Kumar Biswas
from Ranaghat Dakshin and
Badgah respectively claimed
that they were not allowed to
visit some booths.

“I was stopped from visiting
the booths after I got complaints
that BJP workers were being
beaten up by TMC goons,” Binay
Kumar Biswas said.

Manoj Biswas alleged that
BJP camp offices in some areas
were ransacked by the TMC.

BJP’s Maniktala candidate
Kalyan Chaubey also faced
protests and was greeted with “go
back” slogans by alleged TMC
activists as he tried to enter a
booth in the constituency on
the day of  the polls. Later, 
security personnel dispersed
the crowd.

Chaubey later Wednesday
evening reached the CEO’s office
and demanded repolling in 89
booths. Calling the allegations
baseless, TMC leader Kunal
Ghosh had insisted that BJP
was “only making excuses to
hide its failure in the elections”.

The TMC in the last Lok Sabha
polls won 29 seats, whereas the
BJP won 12 and the Congress
won one seat. The counting of
votes will take place July 13.
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Thiruvananthapuram, July
11: A big cargo ship called ‘San
Fernando’ from China arrived at
Kerala’s newly built Vizhinjam
International Sea Port Thursday,
marking the first container ship
arrival at India’s largest tran-
shipment port.

The mothership was given a
water salute by four tugs, which
piloted it to the dock.

San Fernando, a 300-meter-
long cargo ship, will offload
1,900 containers at Vizhinjam
International Seaport Limited
(VISL).

Kerala Chief  Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan will formally welcome
the ship Friday.

In a Facebook post, Kerala
Port Minister V N Vasavan said
San Fernando has been berthed
at Vizhinjam Port and termed it
as a truly momentous occasion.

The minister said the ship
had been tied up to the dock
using a heavy-duty rope, and
this process (called mooring)
has been completed successfully.

The mothership carries large
containers which will be trans-
ferred to other ships and later
transported to other ports in the
country and abroad.

The formal reception cer-
emony will be attended by

several dignitaries, includ-
ing Central and state minis-
ters, officials, and members
of  the public.

“The dream is approaching
the shore. The first mother-
ship is reaching Kerala’s
Vizhinjam port. San Fernando
will be officially welcomed on
behalf  of  Kerala tomorrow,”
Vijayan in a Facebook post
said Thursday.

Equipped with modern equip-
ment and advanced automation
and IT systems, Vizhinjam will
become India’s first semi-auto-

mated port, expected to be fully
commissioned in September or
October 2024.

“It is a natural port with depths
between 20 and 24 meters. We
have found that the ocean bottom
here is rocky, which is very rare.
Elsewhere, we would have to
dredge to attain such depths,”
Vasavan said.

“A special action calendar was
prepared, and monthly reviews
were conducted. Even a special
mobile app was prepared for
daily reviews. The construction
work was carried out ensuring

the availability of  construction
materials from within and out-
side the state.”

“The timely completion of
each component of  the proj-
ect was ensured. Adani Group
has worked to complete this
project in a time-bound man-
ner,” Vijayan said.

He said the total investment
for the Vizhinjam port is ̀ 8,867
crore. Out of  this, the state
government and the Central
government have allocated
`5,595 crore and ̀ 818 crore re-
spectively.

Kumartuli artisans gear up for overseas Durga puja idols 
n The artisans are also making

use of online platforms for
preliminary bookings, which
are followed by detailed
signing procedures

n Organisers or their
representatives are required
to visit the studios at least
once to finalise the
arrangements

WITH METICULOUS ATTENTION, IDOLS OF THE GODDESS ARE BEING CRAFTED IN DIFFERENT SIZES TO CATER TO ORDERS FROM PUJA ORGANISERS ABROAD

Durga
Puja will be

celebrated this
year from 

October 9-13

‘Student migration a dangerous trend’
LEFT GOVERNMENT
TERMS IT GLOBAL

PHENOMENON

The government was
also considering 
framing laws to 
regulate agencies which
recruit students to go
abroad by luring them
with false promises

EC seeks action taken
report on malpractice charges

BENGAL 
BYPOLLS

Sporadic incidents of 
violence were reported

from Bagdah, Maniktala
and Ranaghat Dakshin as

the BJP accused TMC
activists of assaulting its

booth agents and stopping
its candidates from 

visiting some 
polling stations

The ruling Trinamool
Congress (TMC) has
denied the allegations
and dubbed them as
‘baseless’

First mothership docks at Vizhinjam port
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Kochi, July 11: The first
International Gen AI Conclave,
hosted by the Kerala govern-
ment along with IBM, is a step-
ping stone towards elevating
Kerala into the country’s hub
of  generative artificial intelli-
gence, Kerala Chief  Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said Thursday,
while inaugurating the event.

Addressing the massive gath-
ering of  industry leaders, poli-
cymakers, and innovators,
Vijayan said models based on
Gen AI can play a decisive role
in tackling global warming and
climate change as well as health
emergencies.

They can also protect and pre-
serve the environment and im-
prove public and mass trans-
portation, in addition to being
used for many other applica-
tions, he added.

“This is indeed a stepping
stone towards elevating Kerala
into the hub of  generative arti-
ficial intelligence in the country,
as we explore AI’s transforma-
tive potential and its impact on
our society and economy,”
Vijayan said.

He said Kerala has been pro-
viding platforms for emerging tal-
ent, enabling innovation and en-
trepreneurship, and that its
well-recognised industrial and
startup ecosystem has been rap-
idly emerging as a hotspot for top
AI startups and companies.

“The Kerala government is
committed to supporting AI-
based investments and foster-
ing an environment conducive
to technological advancement. We
anticipate more AI-based in-
vestments to flow into the state
in the coming years, further
boosting our efforts to become the
leading AI hub,” Vijayan said.

The chief  minister said the
conclave assumes greater sig-
nificance as it is taking place at
a time when generative artifi-
cial intelligence is rapidly de-
veloping and opening up a myr-
iad of  opportunities to the world.

“As a hub of  IT and startups
in the country, Kerala can func-
tion as India’s nerve centre in
making indigenous contribu-
tions in the field of  generative
artificial intelligence,” he said. 
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Kolkata, July 11: Nearly a year
after Santiniketan received the
UNESCO World Heritage tag, Visva
Bharati University has announced
plans for a 15-day awareness cam-
paign during which participants
will be immersed in the ideals and
visions of  Rabindranath Tagore
and his father Debendranath
Tagore, while also exploring the
rich heritage of  the region.

Dubbed ‘World  Herita g e
Volunteers’ (WHV), the campaign
is scheduled to begin from August
1 on the university campus and is
open to participants from across
the country, abroad as well as
Visva Bharati students and staff,
a university official said Thursday.

Activities during the campaign
will include introductions to
Tagore’s philosophy, an orientation
to  Santiniketan and Visva
Bharati’s mission, discussions on
rural reconstruction and devel-
opment, strategies for conserv-
ing historical structures and man-
uscripts,  and  pract ical
documentation efforts.

Participants will engage in di-
alogues regarding challenges faced
by Santiniketan as a UNESCO
World Heritage site, interact with
local communities and stake-
holders, and visit significant local

landmarks such as the ‘Ashram’
within the Visva Bharati com-
pound, as well as nearby sites like
Sonajhuri and Sriniketan village,
where they will interact with ar-
tisans, Baul singers, and other
folk artistes.

Professor Anil Kumar, Visva
Bharati WHV project coordina-
tor, told PTI that around 50 vol-
unteers are expected to attend the
camp. This initiative follows
UNESCO’s  reco gnit ion of
Santiniketan as a World Heritage
site September 17, 2023.

Kumar emphasised that the
campaign aligns with UNESCO’s
goal to involve heritage volun-
teers in advocating for preserva-
tion and respecting the historical
significance of  the region. Various
participation fee will be accepted
based on a volunteer’s respective
country- India, SAARC-ASEAN
member, or other nations and
home university (Visva Bharati),
officials said.

Visva Bharati launches ‘World
Heritage Volunteers’ campaign

Kerala aims to be India’s
Gen AI hub: CM Vijayan

Container ship San Fernando reaches Vizhinjam International Seaport Limited (VISL), in Thiruvananthapuram, Thursday PTI PHOTO
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Glad to learn that Kuki
Inpi Manipur recently
came out with a

statement accepting the demand
of NRC under the monitoring of
the Supreme Court and others…
Come out and let's talk at our
level. If you (KIM) don't want to
talk with me, talk with the Centre
N BIREN SINGH | 
CM, MANIPUR

The government has issued an
advisory to satellite television
broadcasters to seek
authorisation from India's
space regulator IN-SPACe for
using non-Indian satellites from
April 1 next year

SPACE REGULATOR NOD MUST 

national
Maharashtra is
the wrong
hands. In the

Lok Sabha polls,
people have given
results that indicate
change. The picture
is that the opposition will win 225 of
the 288 seats in the (Maharashtra)
assembly polls

SHARAD PAWAR | NCP(SP) CHIEF

of the
day uote 

It is apparent
that presently
all is not well

with functioning of
our Parliament and
legislatures. These
temples of
democracy are suffering sacrilege of
strategised disruptions and
disturbance

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR | VICE PRESIDENT

We will
formulate a
strategy for

development of the
north-east states
based on their
strengths and
capabilities. For this, decisions will
be taken after meeting the
concerned state governments

JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA | UNION

COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER

Bihar: 10 killed in
lightning strikes 
Patna: Ten people lost their
lives due to lightning strikes
in the last 24 hours in Bihar,
said officials Thursday.
Three persons died in
Rohtas, two in Siwan, and
one each in Kaimur, West
Champaran, Supaul, Munger
and Banka districts.
Authorities are taking
necessary actions, including
post-mortem examinations
and providing medical
treatment to the injured. 
As per the norms, the state
government will give a
compensation of `4 lakh to
the family members of the
deceased.

4 Naxalites 
surrender 
Sukma: Four Naxalites, one of
them carrying a bounty of `1
lakh on his head, surrendered
before the security forces in
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district
Thursday, police said. One 
of them is a woman, they 
said. The Naxalites turned
themselves in before senior
officials of the police and
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) citing atrocities
committed on tribals by
Maoists and their “inhuman
and hollow” ideology 
as the reasons for their
disappointment, an official said.

Three die as boat
sinks in floodwater
Goalpara (Assam): At least
three persons were killed and
two others went missing 
after a boat sank in the
floodwaters in Assam’s
Goalpara district Thursday
evening, officials said.
According to a senior police
officer, the incident took
place at Simlitola in Rongjuli
police station area when the
boat with around 20 people
on board was returning after
the cremation of a person in a
nearby isolated location.
“There were approximately 20
people on the small boat. It
sank due to being overloaded
while navigating through
flooded areas after the
evening cremation,” the
officer said.

ASF kills 5,430
pigs in Mizoram
Aizawl: Pig farmers and
rearers in Mizoram have
suffered colossal losses of
over `20 crore due to the
outbreak of African Swine
Fever (ASF) since February
causing the deaths of over
5,430 pigs and culling of over
10,300 pigs, officials said
Thursday.   

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, July 11: Switching
from a diet high in saturated
animal fats like butter to one
with plant-based unsaturated
fats like olive oil can affect the
fat composition in the blood,
which, in turn, can influence
long-term disease risk, accord-
ing to a study Thursday.  

The current guidelines call
for increasing dietary unsatu-
rated fat intake while reducing
saturated fats to prevent car-
diometabolic diseases, which
include heart attack, stroke, di-
abetes, and insulin resistance.

The new study, published in
Nature Medicine, demonstrated
that a controlled dietary sub-
stitution of  saturated fats with

unsaturated fats may be good
for health and can reduce car-
diometabolic risk.

For the study, the team in-
volved 113 participants who were
divided into two groups: one

consuming a diet high in satu-
rated animal fats, while the other
g roup had a  diet  r ich  in  
unsaturated plant-based fats.

These were followed for 16
weeks, and their blood samples
were analysed using lipidomics,
or an analysis of  fats in the
blood.

A higher multi-lipid score
(MLS) -- indicating a healthy
blood fat profile -- showed a 
substantially reduced risk of  
developing cardiometabolic 
diseases. A healthy fat-rich diet
was found to be associated with
a 32 per cent fewer incident 
of  cardiovascular disease and
26 per cent fewer type 2 diabetes
cases.

The “study confirms with even
more certainty the health ben-

efits of  a diet high in unsatu-
rated plant fats such as the
Mediterranean diet and could
help provide targeted dietary
advice to those who would ben-
efit most from changing their
eating habits”, said Clemens
Wittenbecher, research leader
at Chalmers University of
Technology in Sweden.

The study also showed that it
is possible to accurately measure
diet-related fat changes in the
blood and directly link them to
the risk of  developing cardio-
vascular disease and type 2 
diabetes. It also highlighted the
potential of  lipidomics-based
scores  for  targ eting  and 
monitoring dietary interven-
tions in biomarker-guided 
precision nutrition approaches.

Is replacing butter with high-quality plant oils healthy?
THE NEW STUDY, PUBLISHED IN NATURE

MEDICINE, DEMONSTRATED THAT A 
CONTROLLED DIETARY SUBSTITUTION OF 

SATURATED FATS WITH UNSATURATED FATS
MAY BE GOOD FOR HEALTH AND CAN REDUCE

CARDIOMETABOLIC RISK
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New Delhi, July 11: The
Supreme Court collegium headed
by Chief  Justice of  India D Y
Chandrachud Thursday recom-
mended to the Centre the names
of  high court judges N Kotiswar
Singh and R Mahadevan for 
elevation to the apex court.

While Justice Singh is cur-
rently the Chief  Justice of  the
High Court for Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, Justice
Mahadevan is the Acting Chief
Justice of  the Madras High
Court.  “In view of  the foregoing,
the collegium resolves to rec-
ommend that the appointment of
the above persons be made in
the following order of  senior-
ity: (i) Justice N Kotiswar Singh,
and (ii) Justice R Mahadevan,”
said the collegium resolution
uploaded on the top court's web-
site. The other members of  the
top court collegium are justices
Sanjiv Khanna, B R Gavai, Surya
Kant and Hrishikesh Roy.

The apex court, which has a
sanctioned strength of  34 judges,
including the CJI, has 32 judges
at present.  The collegium reso-
lution said Justice Singh, who
originally hails from Manipur,
was appointed as a judge of  the
Gauhati High Court October 17,
2011 and on formation of  the
Manipur High Court, he was
transferred there as a judge.  It
said he was appointed as Chief
Justice of  the High Court for
Jammu and Kashmir  and
Ladakh  February 15 last year.
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Jammu, July 11:  Senior
BSF and police officials from
Jammu and Kashmir and Punjab
Thursday discussed ways to
share real-time inputs and 
further strengthen the anti-in-
f i l trat ion g rid  along the
International Border in a meet-
ing in Kathua district, where
five army personnel were killed
in an ambush by terrorists three
days ago.

The interstate security review
meeting came in the backdrop of
information that the terrorists
behind the Monday ambush on
an army patrol could have in-
f i l trated  through the
International Border (IB) either
into Kathua and Samba districts
in  the  Jammu re gion or
Pathankot in Punjab, officials,
aware of  the developments, said.

The security grid along the
IB in Jammu and Kashmir and
Punjab was reviewed along with
measures to plug any loopholes
to  counter  inf i l tration 
from Pakistan, they said while
giving details of  the meeting
that was held at the District
Police Lines in Kathua and
chaired by Border Security Force
(BSF) Special Director General,
Western Command, Y B Khuraia.

Jammu and Kashmir Director
General of  Police R R Swain and
his Punjab counterpart Gaurav
Yadav were among those present
at the more than three-hour-long
meeting. 
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New Delhi, July 11: Supreme
Court judge Justice Sanjay
Kumar Thursday recused 
himself  from hearing AAP leader
Manish Sisodia’s pleas seeking
to revive his bail petitions in
the  excise  pol icy-related  
cor r uption and money 
laundering cases.

A bench of  justices Sanjiv
Khanna, Sanjay Karol and Sanjay
Kumar said another bench in
which Justice Kumar is not a
member will take up Sisodia's two
separate pleas for reviving his
bail petitions in cases filed by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) in the case.

As soon as the matter was
taken up for hearing, Justice
Khanna said, “Our brother has
some difficulty. He will not like
to hear this matter for personal
reasons.” Senior advocate
Abhishek Singhvi, appearing
for Sisodia, requested the bench
to list the matter urgently, 
saying time is of  essence.

He said the trial has not yet
commenced in both the cases.
The bench said another bench
will take it up July 15.  The top
July 8 tcourt agreed to list
Sisodia’s plea after Singhvi said
an application has been filed 
for revival of  a disposed of  
pet i t ion which was  f i led  
seeking bail in the cases.

The plea said the law officer,
appearing for the probe agen-
cies, told the bench that the
charge sheet and prosecution
complaint in the main excise
policy case and the linked money
laundering matter will be filed
on or before July 3. 

“In the Manish Sisodia mat-
ter, he has been in jail for 16
months. The court said the trial
must conclude, it hasn't started.
I filed the special leave petition
(SLP), they gave liberty to re-
vive after July 3. The court gave
liberty to list...,” Singhvi had
submitted.

The top court  June 4 trefused
to entertain the bail pleas of
Sisodia in cases lodged by the 
CBI and the ED in connection
with the alleged Delhi liquor
policy scam. 

While declining the bail, the
bench  June 4 said Sisodia can
revive his petitions for bail after
the ED and the CBI file their
final prosecution complaint and
charge sheet respectively in the
cases involving alleged corrup-
tion and money laundering.  A
prosecution complaint is the
ED’s equivalent of  a charge sheet.

SC judge opts out of 
hearing Sisodia plea

SpiceJet staffer held for slapping CISF man at airport
Jaipur: A SpiceJet staff member was arrested Thursday after she allegedly slapped a
Central Industrial Security Force officer during an argument over security screening,
police said while the airline called it a “serious case of sexual harassment”.  A CCTV
video clip shows the CISF officer speaking to the woman. Suddenly, she moves two
steps towards him and then delivers a slap on his face.  A woman constable then
takes her aside.  While the police have registered a case of assault against Anuradha
Rani on the basis of a complaint by Assistant Sub Inspector Giriraj Prasad, the airline
too has approached the local police and said it is taking “immediate legal action”.

Munak canal breach causes chaos in Bawana
New Delhi: The residents of outer Delhi's Bawana faced chaos on Thursday as
water entered the streets and residential areas due to a major breach in the Munak
canal sub branch (CLC) overnight.  The pictures and videos of the locals wading
through waist deep water in Bawana JJ colony area, waterlogged houses, school
and hospital went viral on social media even as teams of engineers from Haryana
and Delhi worked on a war footing to plug the breach.  Water Minister Atishi, who
visited the site of canal breach, said the repair work was expected to be complete
by Thursday night. Water supply of the carrier line channel (CLC) was diverted to
the other sub branch of the Munak canal for the purpose of repair work.  

SC collegium 
recommends two
names for elevation
as top court judges

Locks left by graduating students of the West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences (WBNUJS) seen on a compound fence, in Kolkata, West Bengal PTI PHOTO
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Kolkata, July 11: West Bengal
Chief  Minister Mamata Banerjee
Thursday blamed the BJP and a
section of  the media for ma-
ligning the state over the recent
mob assault incident in Ariadaha
in North 24 Parganas district.

Speaking to  re por ters  
at Kolkata airport, Banerjee said
an incident of  2021, a video clip
of  which had gone viral ,  
happened when Arjun Singh
was BJP MP of  Barrackpore
Lok Sabha constituency.

The BJP, however, denied 
the allegations against the party
and Singh and accused the state’s
ruling party of  unleashing a
reign of  terror.

She accused a section of  TV
channels of  showing the old in-
cident repeatedly ahead of
Wednesday’s bypolls at the behest
of  BJP. “A section of  the media
and BJP are trying to malign
the state as part of  their damage
control for the defeat that BJP has
suffered in Bengal. The scandal
that they ran doesn’t align with
Bengal's values. They presented
a one-sided news item about an
incident of  2021 continuously
for 72 hours,” she said.

The TMC supremo claimed
that some TV channels are work-
ing in a biased manner favour-
ing the BJP due to fear of  CBI-
ED raids. “Some news channels
are misleading people. They have
become BJP mouthpieces. If  the
media wants to cross-check,
there are people at the state sec-
retariat. They can cross-check

something with police to find
the actual situation. Even when
police are providing informa-
tion, it is not being reported,” she
said. “This cannot continue for
so long. I am requesting them not
to do this. If  requests don’t work,
I will take legal steps,” Banerjee
said. She named a couple of  TV
channels which allegedly oper-
ate  in  a  biased  manner,  
contending that she does not
want to identify other such media
houses as it would provide them
“unnecessary publicity”.

Reacting to the allegations,
BJP leader Arjun Singh dubbed
the allegations baseless.

“Everybody knows, be it
Jayant  Singh or  Sheikh
Sahajahan. They were all close
to the TMC dispensation and
this area Ariadaha falls under
Dum Dum Lok Sabha con-
stituency. The TMC is now mak-
ing those allegations to divert at-
tention,” he said. Senior TMC
leader Sougata Roy is a four-
term MP of  Dum Dum Lok

Sabha constituency and Madan
Mitra is the local TMC MLA.
Echoing Arjun Singh, state BJP
spokesperson Samik Bhattacharya
said the TMC and its goons have
unleashed a reign of  terror across
the state. “Be it Ariadaha, Chopra
or Sandeshkhali, it is a well-
known fact that the goons have the
support of  the TMC leadership,”
he said. After the old video clip
showing a person being assaulted
by a group of  people in Ariadaha
went viral, police initiated a suo
motu case and arrested three

persons, including local TMC
leader and prime suspect Jayant
Singh. Jayant Singh, who was 
arrested in 2023 in another case
and was out on bail with a bond
promising no further illegal
activities, is now facing addi-

tional charges for violating this
condit ion.  Later,  Alapan
Bandyopadhyay, Chief  Advisor
to Chief  Minister Mamata
Banerjee, said Jayant Singh has
a history of  five arrests in 
various cases since 2016, indi-
cating that law enforcement
agencies had not shown leniency
towards him.

He also said the person who
was seen being beaten up in the
old video clip was a man and
not a girl as claimed by various
quarters. BJP leaders including
the party's state president
Sukanta Majumdar had shared
the video on social media claim-
ing that the victim was a girl. The
gender of  the person was not
clear from the clip. He also ex-
pressed concern over the sud-
den resurgence of  the 2021 in-
cident ahead of  the byelections.

At the press conference, ADG
(Law and Order) Manoj Verma
reiterated the police’s commit-
ment to taking stringent action
against any attempt to disrupt
law and order or engage in 
criminal activities.

Bar rackpore  Police
Commissioner CP Alok Rajoria
on Wednesday stated that eight
persons have been identified
from the footage, and stringent
action will be taken against 
all those involved.

WB CM to meet
Uddhav, Sharad,
Akhilesh Yadav
Kolkata: West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee said
she will meet Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray and NCP leader
Sharad Pawar in Mumbai Friday 
to discuss the present political sit-
uation in the country. Speaking to
reporters Thursday before leaving
for Mumbai to attend the wedding
of Mukesh Ambani’s son, Banerjee
said she will also meet Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav. 
“I am going to Mumbai as you all
know that Mukesh Ambani ji’s son
is getting married. They have
extended the invitation multiple
times, and Mukesh Ambani ji has
attended the Biswa Bangla 
convention multiple times upon
Bengal’s invitation. I might not
have gone, but since they have
repeatedly asked me to come
including Mukesh ji, his son, and
Neeta ji, I decided to go,” she said.

Mob assault: Mamata charges BJP

KATHUA AMBUSH

J&K, Punjab police,
BSF officials discuss
ways to boost security 
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Hathras stampede: SC to
hear plea for probe today
New Delhi: The Supreme Court is scheduled
to hear Friday a petition seeking a probe
into the recent Hathras stampede that left
121 dead.  The plea has sought the appoint-
ment of a five-member expert committee
under the supervision of a retired apex court
judge to probe the July 2 stampede incident.
According to the cause list of July 12
uploaded on the apex court website, the
plea is scheduled to come up for hearing
before a bench comprising Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and justices J B Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra.  The petition, filed by advocate
Vishal Tiwari, has also sought a direction to
the Uttar Pradesh government to submit a
status report on the incident and to initiate
legal action against the authorities, officials
and others for their negligent conduct.
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improving the relations is much more, it
should stop the attacks, the prevalent
atmosphere should improve. Pakistan has
to play its role in improving the relations
between the two countries
OMAR ABDULLAH | NATIONAL CONFERENCE VICE PRESIDENT

Former MP from Rampur and Bollywood
actress Jaya Prada has been acquitted by
the Rampur MP/MLA court in a case of
violation of model code of conduct.  Jaya
Prada was booked in 2019 at Kamri police
station for code of conduct violation

JAYA PRADA ACQUITTED 
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The goal of
Viksit Bharat
can only be

achieved when the
health of India's
families is well
maintained which
can be achieved by smaller families 

JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA | UNION MINISTER OF

HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE

of the
day uote 

According to
experts from
this industry, a

maximum five per
cent of youth of Goa
join the hospitality
sector. But the
requirement is for much more than
that. These are white collar jobs

PRAMOD SAWANT | GOA CHIEF MINISTER

The supply of
water through
the CLC may

resume by Friday
afternoon

ATISHI MARLENA |
DELHI WATER MINISTER

national

NLD-BSP to jointly
contest Haryana polls
Chandigarh: The Indian
National Lok Dal has decided
to again join hands with its
former ally Bahujan Samaj
Party for the Haryana
Assembly polls due later this
year, the leaders of the two
parties announced Thursday.
Alliance leaders have also
decided to project Indian
National Lok Dal (INDL) leader
Abhay Chautala as its chief
ministerial face. Under the
arrangement, out of 90
assembly seats in Haryana,
the BSP will contest 37 seats
leaving the rest for its senior
partner in Haryana, where the
ruling BJP is eyeing to come to
power for third time in a row.

Smriti Irani vacates
official bungalow
New Delhi: Former Union
minister Smriti Irani, who 
lost the recently held Lok
Sabha elections, has vacated
her official bungalow at 28
Tughlak Crescent in Lutyens’
Delhi, officials said Thursday.
Irani vacated the bungalow
earlier this week, weeks after
she was defeated by Congress
leader Kishori Lal Sharma
from Amethi parliamentary
seat with a margin of over 1.5
lakh votes.  The former
women and child development
minister was dubbed a giant
slayer in 2019 after she
defeated Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi from the seat.

Delhi govt increases
PUC certificate charges
New Delhi: The Delhi
government has increased the
pollution under control (PUC)
certificate charges for petrol,
CNG and diesel vehicles 
after a gap of about 13 years,
Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot said  Thursday. The
charges for petrol, CNG or LPG
(including bio fuel) two and
three wheelers has been
increased from `60 to `80 and
for four wheelers from `80 to 
`110, he said in a statement.
Gahlot said the charges of PUC
certificates for diesel vehicles
has been revised from `100 to
`140. The Delhi government is
committed to maintaining the
city’s air quality and ensuring
that all vehicles meet the
required pollution 
standards, he said. 

SHORT TAKES

GUJARAT MODEL
EXPOSED 
Stampede-like situ-
ation in Bharuch,
Gujarat where thou-
sands of youth
gathered for a pri-

vate job. Imagine the state of unem-
ployment in PM Modi’s home state

@mr_mayank

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, July 11: On the rainy
evening of  July 11, 2006, as mil-
lions of  commuters hurried to
their homes by the Western
Railway (WR) suburban trains,
they were stopped dead in their
tracks at the high-peak hour, at
around 18:24 hours (6.24 pm). 

For the next 11 minutes, seven
of  the chock-a-block local trains
were surgically targeted with
‘pressure cooker bombs’ in-
nocuously placed in the first
class gents compartments, which
the harried crowds ignored.

When the commuters had 
settled down for the long com-
mute to their waiting families,
the ‘train bombs’ suddenly ex-
ploded with devastating results
on several stations between
Matunga (south Mumbai) and
Bhayander (Thane) stations.

This led to massive chaos
among the terrified commuters,

the lights went off  in many
coaches,  and le f t  the  WR 
authorities rattled plus shook
awake the central and state 
administrations.

T he multiple  blasts  in  
the trains, either running or
halted at stations on their
journeys, brought the usually ef-
ficient WR system to a grinding
halt, but the pre-smartphone era
mobiles and the still-reliable
landlines  were  jammed,  
confusion reigned among the
people and the officialdom.

As the suburban trains had
stopped running and hordes of
security personnel launched
their primary investigations,
lakhs of  commuters trooped
onto the road, grabbing any 
available mode of  transport, but
the main thoroughfares, high-
ways, arterial roads and even
local  s treets  witnessed 
unprecedented traffic snarls.

Eyewitnesses remember that

horrifying evening when the
much-cursed and congested sub-
urban trains earned silent
prayers and blessings for reach-
ing the commuters home quickly,
safely and efficiently, barring of

course the odd aberration…like
July 11, 2006.

Hungry, thirsty, confused and
stranded for hours in the BEST
buses, autorickshaws, taxis, cars,
vans, and two-wheelers, the or-

dinary Mumbaikars opened their
hearts and rushed to their aid --
akin to the great floods of  July 26,
2005, which claimed 1,094 lives.

In a show of  solidarity in the
face of  the tragedy, thousands of
Mumbaikars, ranging from
slums to skyscrapers, poured
out to offer umbrellas, raincoats,
plastic sheets, tea-coffee-biscuits-
snacks-light meals, compli-
mentary to the bewildered 
commuters trudging home.

Many big and small restaurants
offered refreshments-meals ‘on
the house’ for that night, and the
supplies continued till the stocks
lasted or the last wayward com-
muter had his fill, in some cases
till dawn the next morning.

Though the WR services had
limped back shortly before mid-
night (July 11), the next morn-
ing many services had poor 
occupancy as people had barely
reached home after last night’s
ordeal.

7/11 terror mayhem on Mumbai trains is a faint memory
Snuffing out 209 innocents, the terror attack became the second worst extremist disaster in Mumbai, preceded by the March

12, 1993 serials bomb blasts (257 killed) and followed by the November 26-29, 2008 terror strikes (166+9 terrorists killed)

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Lucknow, July 11: Following 
the recent cases of  bridge collapse
in Bihar, an ongoing inspection
of  bridges across Uttar Pradesh
has  found that  83  such 
structures in the state are ‘unfit
to commute’,  gover nment 
officials said. 

The audit done so far of  more
than 700 bridges in 41 districts
found that there are heavily used
bridges on which rectification
was needed to be made on a war
footing.

Among the measures being
taken are  closing  them 
completely for commuters or
banning them for heavy vehi-
cles. Two of  these unfit bridges
are in the state capital.

Brijesh Singh, the Minister
of  State for the Uttar Pradesh
Public Works Department (PWD),
said, “The monitoring and re-
pair of  bridges is a continuous
process that our department un-
dertakes. We have identified the
bridges that need repair. Those
that are found to be no longer of
use will be shut down for traffic
completely.”

In Lucknow, Pucca Pul over the
Gomti river in Chowk and 
another bridge over the Sai river
in Mohanlalganj have been 
identified as unfit and have been
shut down for the movement of
heavy vehicles.

Experts feel that regular 
monitoring followed by prompt
action to rectify damaged bridges
is required to avoid a situation
such as collapse.

The 83 bridges that have been
found unfit/vulnerable are in
41 districts of  Uttar Pradesh.
The highest number of  seven
such bridges was identified in
Kanpur Dehat, followed by four
in Saharanpur.

In several districts, diversions
were put in place after finding the
bridge pillars to be of  poor
strength. The inspection/strength
test was conducted for pillars,
bridge girders, expansion joints,
pier caps and wing walls.

Uttar Pradesh Chief  Minister
Yogi Adityanath has directed of-
ficials to get inspections of  all
bridges in Uttar Pradesh that
are more than 50 years old.

UP: 83 BRIDGES
FOUND ‘UNSAFE’

GREAT EXPECTATIONS: Farm workers plant paddy saplings in a field in Satara district of Maharashtra PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, July 11: Mihir Shah,
the main accused in the BMW 
hit-and-run case and son of  a
Shiv Sena politician, was under
the influence of  alcohol when he
allegedly rammed his luxury
car into a two-wheeler here,
killing a woman, a Mumbai po-
lice official said Thursday.

A probe team of  the police

recreated the accident scene
in the early hours of  the day to
get more information about
the  chain of
events and also
confronted
Mihir Shah (24) with his fam-
ily driver and co-accused
Rajrishi Bidawat, who was in
the car at the time of  the hor-
rific crash in central Mumbai's
Worli area.

A woman, Kaveri Nakhwa
(45), was killed and her husband
Pradip injured after their two-

wheeler was hit
from the rear by
a BMW allegedly

driven by Mihir Shah at 5:30am
Sunday in Worli’s arterial Anni
Besant Road.

The probe has found that Mihir
Shah sped off  towards the
Bandra Worli Sea Link even as

the woman remained on the bon-
net of  the car and then got 
entangled in its wheels for a 
distance of  a more that 1.5 kilo-
metres.

The prime accused, who was
arrested from Virar Phata in
neighbouring Palghar district
Tuesday, is in cop custody 
till July 16 and being questioned
by a team of  the Worli police,
the official said.

Mihir was drunk at time of crash: Cops

Karachi-bound banned
chemicals seized in TN
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, July 11: Security
agencies have seized a Chinese
shipment of  internationally
banned chemicals, apparently
intended for Pakistan’s biolog-
ical and chemical warfare 
program, at a port in Tamil
Nadu, officials said Thursday. 

The consignment of  Ortho-
Chloro Benzylidene
Malononitrile,  also known as
CS is used as a tear gas and riot
control agent, was intercepted
by Customs authorities at
Kattupalli Port in Tamil Nadu,
they said.  CS is a dual-use chem-
ical listed under international
agreements and India’s export
control list. While it has civilian
applications as riot control agents,
the sheer quantity seized raises
concerns about its potential mil-
itary use. The 2560-kg shipment
originated from the Chinese

firm, Chengdu Shichen Trading
Co. Ltd., and was consigned to
Rohail Enterprises, a Rawalp
indi-based defence supplier in
Pakistan. Stored in 103 drums of
25 kgs each, the cargo was loaded
on a vessel Hyundai Shanghai
(sailing under Cyprus flag), 
April 18, 2024, at Shanghai Port,
China. The Karachi-bound 
vessel reached Kattupalli Port
(Tamil Nadu) May 08, 2024.

The Customs authorities after
routine checking detained 
the  consignment  as  the  
chemical figured under India’s
export control list of  Special
Chemicals, Organisms, Materials,

Equipment and Technologies
(SCOMET) as a controlled 
substance, they said.

Further investigation of  the
chemical showed that the 
consignment was a listed sub-
stance under the Wassenaar
Arrangement, of  which India
is a signatory, they said.  The
shipment was seized under the
provisions of  the Customs Act,
1962, and the Weapons of  Mass
Destruction and Delivery
Systems (Prohibition of  Unlawful
Activities) Act, 2005.

Pakistan and China are not
signatories to the Wassenaar
Arrangement. Established in
July  1996 ,  the  Wassenaar
Arrangement is a voluntary 
export control regime. There
are 42 members in the group-
ing. Members share informa-
tion on conventional weapons
transfers and dual-use goods
and technologies.

ACCORDING TO OFFICIALS, PAKISTAN IS ALLEGEDLY WORKING ON AN OFFENSIVE
CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL WARFARE PROGRAM WITH THE HELP OF CHINA

AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 11: The
Supreme Cour t  Thursday 
summoned the Chief  Secretaries
(CS) and Finance Secretaries of
states and Union Territories
which are defaulting on the 
implementation of  the  
Second National  Judicial  
Pay Commission’s (SNJPC) 
recommendations.  

Expressing strong displeasure
over non-compliance of  the
SNJPC’s recommendations, a
bench of  Chief  Justice D Y
Chandrachud and justices J B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra said,
“We know how to  extract  
compliance now. If  we just say
that the chief  secretary will be
present if  the affidavit is not
filed then it will not be filed.”

“We are not sending them to
jail but let them be here and
then an affidavit will be sub-
mitted. Let they be personally
present now,” the bench said.
Though seven opportunities have
been granted to the states, it 
appears that full compliance has
not been affected and several
states are in default, it said.

“The chief  and finance sec-
retaries have to be personally
present. Failing compliance, the
court will be constrained to ini-
t iate  contempt,”  i t  said.
According to the details which
emerged during the hearing, the
court found that Andhra Pradesh,
West Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Delhi,
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Mizoram, Jammu and
Kashmir, Jharkhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Kerala, Meghalaya,
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Manipur, Odisha, Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana, Sikkim and
Tripura were non-compliant
states and UTs.  The bench di-
rected the top two bureaucrats of
these states to personally appear
before it August 23.

The detailed order is awaited.
The bench made it clear that it
will not grant any more more
extensions.  It passed the orders
after taking note of  the sub-
missions and perusing the note
provided by lawyer K Parmeswar
who is assisting the court as am-
icus curiae (a friend of  court).

At the outset, he also referred
to the deduction of  tax at source
by the states on allowances which
are due to the present and 
ret ired  judicial  o f f icers.  
“Wherever exemptions are avail-
able under the Income Tax Act
from deduction of  TDS (tax de-
ducted at source) on allowances,
the state governments shall 
ensure that no deductions are
made. Wherever TDS are wrongly
deducted, the amount shall be 
refunded to the judicial officers,”
the bench said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 11: The chiefs
of  CISF and the BSF Thursday
said 10 per cent posts of  con-
stables will be reserved in their
respective forces for former
Agniveers in line with a deci-
sion by the Union Home Ministry.

The remarks by CISF Director
General Nina Singh and her 
BSF counterpart Nitin Agrawal
came amid fresh spotlight on
the Agnipath recruitment 
scheme for short-term induc-
tion of  personnel in the Army,
Navy and the  Air  Force.  
“The Union Home Ministry has
taken an important decision re-
garding the recruitment of  ex-
Agniveers. Accordingly, the CISF
is also preparing the process of
the recruitment of  ex-Agniveer,”
Singh said.

The chief  of  the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
said 10 per cent jobs will be re-
served for ex-Agniveers in all
future appointments of  consta-
bles. “In physical tests also, they
will be given exemption along
with the relaxation on the age.

In the first year the age relaxation
is for five five years and in the
subsequent  year,  the  a g e  
relaxation will be three years,”
she told DD News.

The Agnipath scheme pro-
vides for recruiting youths be-
tween the age bracket of  17-and-
half  years and 21 for four years
with a provision to retain 25 per-
cent of  them for 15 more years.

Several Opposition parties
including the Congress have
been targeting the government
over the scheme wondering what
will happen to 75 per cent of  the
Agniveers after their four-year
tenure ends as only 25 per cent
of  the total recruits will be re-
tained for 15 years.

BMW HIT-AND-RUN

JUDICIAL OFFICERS’ PAY 

TOP COURT SUMMONS 
CHIEF SECYS, FIN SECYS

CISF, BSF to reserve 10%
posts for ex-Agniveers
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The Chinese Communists’ threat to
regional stability continues to rise, and
its grey zone intrusions into the Taiwan
Strait and surrounding areas are also
increasing day by day, which are a
common challenge to global democracy
LAI CHING-TE | PRESIDENT, TAIWAN

Kenyan President William Ruto
Thursday dismissed all of his
Cabinet ministers and promised
to form a new government that
will be lean and efficient
following weeks of protests over
high taxes and poor governance

NEW GOVERNMENT AHEAD
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There are still
gaps remaining
between the

two sides (Hamas-
Israel). We believe
those gaps can be
narrowed, and that's
what Brett McGurk and CIA Director
Bill Burns are trying to do right now

JOHN KIRBY | WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL

SECURITY SPOKESPERSON, US

of the
day uote 

Indirect talks
are being
conducted

through Oman but
the negotiation
process is
confidential and its
details cannot be recounted

ALI BAGHERI KANI | ACTING FOREIGN

MINISTER, IRAN

I have a real
good feeling in
my heart that

the spacecraft will
bring us home, 
no problem

SUNITA WILLIAMS |
AMERICAN ASTRONAUT

Deuba-Oli discuss
new coalition govt 
Kathmandu: Ahead of a floor
test for the embattled Nepal
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’ Friday,
leaders of the Nepali Congress
and CPN-UML have agreed to
form a new coalition
government after ousting the
former guerrilla leader. Oli,
the CPN-UML chairperson,
met Nepali Congress President
Sher Bahadur Deuba
Wednesday. The meeting
between the two leaders was
aimed at formulating a future
strategy on how to move
forward after the Nepali
Congress and the Communist
Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist
Leninist (CPN-UML) 
agreed to form a new 
coalition government.

Saudi Airline
catches fire 
Islamabad: A Saudi Airlines
flight from Riyadh caught fire
upon landing at Pakistan’s
Peshawar airport Thursday,
prompting a swift evacuation
of all 276 passengers and 21
crew members to safety. The
plane caught fire upon landing
at Peshawar’s Bacha Khan
International Airport, the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) was
quoted as saying by the Dawn
newspaper. According to CAA
spokesperson Saifullah, air
traffic controllers witnessed
smoke and sparks emanating
from the left-hand side landing
gear of the aircraft as it landed
and alerted the pilots.

Ex-Indonesian min
sentenced to 10 yrs 
Jakarta: Indonesia’s anti-graft
court sentenced a former
agriculture minister to 10
years in prison Thursday after
finding him guilty of
corruption-related extortion,
abuse of power and bribery
involving ministry contracts
with private vendors. The case
has tarnished President Joko
Widodo’s credibility in fighting
corruption. Five other
members of Widodo’s Cabinet
have been sentenced to prison
terms in corruption cases,
casting a shadow over his
efforts to clean up
government while his term
will end in October.

Bus collision kills
11 in Philippines 
Tuguegarao: A bus collided
with a pickup truck early
Thursday morning, killing 11
people and injuring six others
in a northern Philippine town,
police said. Those who died
were riding the small truck as
it was rammed on the side by
the bus, causing it to lose
control and smash into a
roadside food stall in Abulug
town, about 600 km north of
Manila, said police chief Maj.
Antonio Palattao. Most of the
victims aboard the truck were
on their way home from a
wake shortly after 
midnight Thursday. 

SHORT TAKES

international
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Washington, July 11: As he
prepares to accept the Republican
nomination for the third time,
Donald Trump has promised
new efforts to expand his coali-
tion and, in particular, to win
over more of  the nonwhite vot-
ers who largely rejected him
during the 2020 election. 

But an AP analysis of  two
consecutive polls conducted in
June by the AP-NORC Center
for Public Affairs Research shows
that  about  7  in  10  Black
Americans have a somewhat or
very unfavourable view of

Trump, as do about half  of
Hispanic Americans. While both
groups do see Trump a little
more favourably than when he
left office in 2021, their opinion
of  him is still more negative
than positive. 

Any gains in support among
Black or Hispanic Americans
would be helpful for Trump, who
won 35% of  Hispanic voters and
8% of  Black voters in 2020, ac-
cording to AP VoteCast, and has
struggled to grow his appeal be-
yond his base. He’s hoping, in
part, to capitalize on frustration
with his  opponent ,  s ince
President Joe Biden’s favora-

bility among Black and Hispanic
Americans has also fallen since
2021. It’s not clear, though, that
Biden’s loss of  enthusiasm
among Black and Hispanic adults
is helping Trump’s own standing
among these groups.

About half of Hispanic adults
view Trump negatively 

Trump has said on the cam-
paign trail that he has “great

support” from Hispanic com-
munities. But the AP analysis
found that about half  of  Hispanic
adults have an unfavourable
view of  Trump. About 4 in 10
Hispanic adults in the recent
AP-NORC polls see Trump pos-
itively, up from about 3 in 10 in
January 2021.

And even though Trump’s
campaign advisers have said he

has specific appeal among
Hispanic men and younger
Hispanic adults because of  his
business focus, that’s not what
the poll analysis shows. Current
views of  Trump are similar
among Hispanic  men and
women, older and younger
Hispanic adults, and those with
and without a college degree. 

Trump remains unpopular among
Black adults

The Trump campaign has
claimed that he could perform
better among Black adults this
year than in 2020, speculating
that his legal woes could endear
him to a community that has
faced systematic discrimination
by the criminal justice system,
and that his immigration policies
could also hold appeal.

Black adults continue to have

broadly negatively views of
Trump, however About 7 in 10
Black adults have an unfavor-
able view of  Trump, a decrease
of  about 20 percentage points
since early 2021. And although the
Trump campaign has said Black
men may be more receptive to his
message, Black men and women
have similar views of  him. 

Younger Black Americans
might be a little more open to
Trump’s appeals. About one-
third of  Black younger adults,
those under 45, see him posi-
tively, compared to around 1 in
10 Black adults who are 45 or
older. But most younger Black
adults view him unfavourably.

About 6 in 10 Black Americans,
meanwhile, have a positive view
of  Biden, down from 8 in 10 when
he took office.

Trump seeks Black, Latino support despite unpopularity
While both groups do see Donald Trump a little more

favourably than when he left office in 2021, their opinion
of him is still more negative than positive

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bei j ing ,  July  11 : China
Thursday hit out at NATO for
terming it as a “decisive en-
abler” of  Russia’s war against
Ukraine, lodging a diplomatic
protest to the Western alliance
for the “provocative” remarks
and asking it not to bring the
same “chaos” to Asia.

The China-related paragraphs
in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation’s Washington sum-
mit declaration are “biased,
provocative and aimed at vili-
fying” Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Lin Jian
told a media briefing here.

“We strongly deplore it and
firmly oppose it and lodged a se-
rious representation, (diplomatic
protest) to NATO,” Lin said.

He also lashed out at the NATO
Asia-Pacific push, saying the or-
ganisation is strengthening ties
with China’s neighbours and
US allies trying to seek security
at the expense of  others and
asked it not to bring the same
“chaos” to Asia.

NATO’s Asia Pacific strategy
has damaged China’s interests,
he said and urged it to stop in-

terfering in its internal affairs.
China will firmly safeguard its

sovereignty, security and devel-
opment interests, he said.

The NATO Washington sum-
mit has made scathing criticism
of  Beijing, saying China has
“become a decisive enabler of
Russia’s war against Ukraine”
through its so-called “no lim-
its” partnership and its large-
scale support for Russia’s de-
fence industrial base.

Also, China’s military exer-
cises with Belarus, a close ally
of  Russia, were sharply criti-
cised by NATO especially since
they are being held close to the

border of  Poland, a NATO 
member.

Next to Russia, China appears
to have become a centerpiece of
NATO’s criticism which comes
at a time when Beijing is trying
to scale down trade tariffs and
sanctions, especially for its elec-
tric vehicles which it is trying to
market in the EU to reduce its
overcapacity.

Chinese analysts have also
been airing concerns over China
getting involved in the Ukraine
war risking its political and
trade ties with the EU and con-
frontation with the powerful
NATO alliance.

China is also trying to deflect
criticism for supplying materi-
als related to weapons production
to Russia.

The NATO declaration said,
“We call on the PRC, as a per-
manent member of  the United
Nations Security Council with
a particular responsibility to
uphold the purposes and prin-
ciples of  the UN Charter, to cease
all material and political sup-
port to Russia’s war effort”.

“This includes the transfer of
dual-use materials, such as
weapons components, equip-
ment, and raw materials that
serve as inputs for Russia’s de-
fence sector. The PRC cannot
enable the largest war in Europe
in recent history without this
negatively impacting its interests
and reputation”, the NATO dec-
laration said.

Lin also tried to play down
strong EU and NATO criticism
of  Chinese troops taking part
in joint military exercises with
Belarus near the Polish border,
saying that it is normal mili-
tary cooperation, and does not
target any specific country.

China condemns NATO accusation
‘DECISIVE ENABLER’

NEXT TO RUSSIA,
CHINA APPEARS TO

HAVE BECOME A 
CENTERPIECE OF

NATO’S CRITICISM

China urges NATO
to stop interfering
in its internal

politics and smearing China’s
image and not create chaos
in the Asia-Pacific after
creating turmoil in Europe
LIN JIAN | FOREIGN MINISTRY
SPOKESPERSON, CHINA

Hungary thinks otherwise
Hungary does not want NATO to become an “anti-China” bloc, and will
not support it doing so, Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto said Thursday.
In comments on the sidelines of a NATO summit in Washington, he
also said Ukraine’s admission to the military alliance would weaken
unity in the group. Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban met
Chinese President Xi Jinping Monday to discuss a potential Ukraine
peace deal following visits to Kyiv and Moscow. 
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London, July 11: Captain
Avhilash Rawat and his crew of  an
oil tanker have been named among
the winners of  the International
Maritime Organisation (IMO)
2024 Award for Exceptional
Bravery at Sea for their “extra-
ordinary courage” shown in a
Red Sea rescue mission.

Rawat and his crew were de-
clared winners by the IMO
Wednesday for the determination
and endurance demonstrated
while coordinating firefighting
and damage control efforts to
combat a fire that broke out after
an anti-ship missile reportedly
fired by Iranian-backed Houthi
rebels struck their vessel ‘Marlin
Luanda’ earlier this year.

Captain Brijesh Nambiar and
the crew of  the Indian Navy ship
INS Visakhapatnam have been
confer red a  Letter  of
Commendation for their sup-
port to the oil tanker when 
in distress.

“On the  evening of  J26

January 2024, the Marlin Luanda,
car rying 84,147  tonnes of
Naphtha, was en route from Suez
to Incheon when it was struck by
an anti-ship ballistic missile.
The explosion ignited a cargo
tank, creating a significant fire
hazard with flames exceeding 5
meters,” reads the award citation.

“Despite the damage, Captain
Avhilash Rawat swiftly organised
firefighting efforts, ensuring the
crew’s safety and maintaining the
ship’s navigability amidst the
chaos. With the starboard lifeboat
destroyed, the remaining crew
mustered at the port lifeboat sta-
tion, ready for potential evacu-
ation,” it added.

After four and a half  hours
fighting the fire on their own, as-
sistance arrived from the mer-
chant tanker Achilles and later
from the French frigate FS Alsace
and the United States frigate
USS Carney, which provided ad-
ditional firefighting foam and
support, followed soon after by
the  Indian warship  INS
Visakhapatnam.

REUTERS

Paris, July 11: A top French
trade union leader Thursday
urged President Emmanuel
Macron to let a left-wing alliance
govern after it came first in a leg-
islative election, hinting that
any alternative could be met
with protests during the Paris
Olympics.

In his first public comments
since the New Popular Front
(NFP) beat his own centrist
camp into second place in
Sunday’s election, Macron said
Wednesday that “no one had
won” and asked “republican
forces” to form a “solid major-
ity” to govern.

Sophie Binet, leader of  the
CGT union, said Macron was in
denial about the result of  the
election and should appoint as
Prime Minister whoever the NFP
picks. Members of  the alliance
have been trying all week to
agree on a name and a strategy
to govern without a majority.

“Emmanuel Macron must
snap out of  his denialism. He has
lost the election. He’s like Louis
XVI holed up at Versailles. He
must listen to the country and
stop being so disconnected,”
Binet said on LCI television.

It said the protests should
take place in front of  prefec-
tures, the seats of  state author-

ity all around the country, and
in front of  the National Assembly
in Paris, to demand that the
NFP form a government.

“Let’s not allow our victory to
be stolen from us!,” its state-
ment concluded.

Binet said “all of  us should
take part in these gatherings to
keep the National Assembly
under scrutiny and ensure that
the people’s vote is respected,”
hinting that protests could con-
tinue during the Olympics if
Macron did not comply.

TROUBLE FOR THE GAMES
“At this stage, we haven’t

planned any strikes during the
Olympics, but if  Macron con-
tinues to throw petrol on to the
flames,” she said, without fin-
ishing  her  sentence.  T he
Olympics start July 26.

Options for government in-
clude a broad coalition, a mi-
nority government or a tech-
nocratic government led by a
non-politically affiliated per-
son, which would seek to pass
laws in Parliament on a case-
by-case basis, with ad hoc 
agreements.

The head of  the larger, more
moderate CFDT union, Marylise
Leon, said the NFP’s programme
should be the starting point for
the next government.

The Socialist Party leader
Olivier Faure portrayed Macron
as disconnected from reality,
seeking to maintain his people in
power despite their electoral
loss. Faure portrayed Macron
as disconnected from reality,
seeking to maintain his people
in  p owe r  d e sp i te  the ir  
electoral loss.

REUTERS

Seoul, July 11: South Korea
will deploy laser weapons to
shoot down North Korean drones
this year, becoming the world’s
first country to deploy and op-
erate such weapons in the mil-
itary, the country’s arms pro-
curement agency said Thursday.

South Korea has called its
laser programme the “StarWars
project”.

The drone-zapping laser
weapons the South Korean mil-
itary has developed with Hanwha
Aerospace are effective and
cheap, with 2,000 won ($1.45) per
shot, but quiet and invisible, the
Defense Acquisition Program
Administration (DAPA) said in
a statement.

“Our country is becoming the
first country in the world to de-
ploy and operate laser weapons,
and our military’s response ca-
pabilities on North Korea’s drone
provocation will be further
strengthened,” DAPA said, call-
ing those weapons as a game
changer in the future battlefield.

The laser weapons shoot down
flying drones by burning down
engines or other electric equip-
ment in drones with beams of
light for 10 to 20 seconds, a DAPA
spokesperson explained at 
a briefing.

Five North Korean drones
crossed into South Korea, which
is technically still at war with
Pyongyang, in December, prompt-
ing Seoul to scramble fighter
jets and attack helicopters, and
try to shoot them down, in the
first such intrusion since 2017.

Bravery award for Indian
ship captain, crew 

PARIS OLYMPICS

French unions call for strike
SK to deploy laser
weapons targeting
North Korean drones

REUTERS

Moscow, July 11: Russia will not
attend a follow-up to last month’s
Ukraine peace summit, state
news agency RIA quoted Deputy
Foreign Minister Mikhail
Galuzin as saying Thursday.

Russia was not invited to the
initial summit in Switzerland
that was attended by represen-
tatives of  92 countries, and said
that discussing the war in its
absence was a waste of  time.

Ukraine has said it wants to
hold another such summit later this
year, probably in the Global South,
and that representatives from
Russia could be invited this time.

RIA cited Galuzin as describ-
ing Ukrainian preconditions for
peace talks as an “ultimatum”

and that Moscow was “not going
to participate in such summits”.

President Vladimir Putin’s
spokesman was less categorical
than Galuzin, saying there was
currently “no precise substance”
regarding the idea of  a second
summit.

“What proposals are we talk-
ing about?” the spokesman,
Dmitry Peskov, was quoted by
RIA as saying.

“You know that President
Putin and the Russian Federation
are always open to dialogue, we
have never refused dialogue. But
we must understand what we
are talking about.”

Putin said last month that
Russia was willing to end the
war, but only on condition that
Ukraine drop its NATO ambi-
tions and hand over the entirety
of  four regions claimed by
Moscow. Ukraine dismissed those
demands as tantamount to 
surrender.

Russian controls nearly a fifth
of  its neighbour’s territory. Kyiv
says it is committed to take back
all of  that, and that peace is only
possible if  Russia pulls out its
forces and Ukraine’s full terri-
torial integrity is restored.

Moscow declines Ukraine peace summit

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla speaks at the Plenary Session at BRICS on ‘The BRICS Parliamentary dimension:
prospects for strengthening inter-parliamentary cooperation PTI PHOTO
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I find it strange that
India is so heavily reliant
on oil imports despite
the abundant geological
resources available to us
HARDEEP SINGH PURI | OIL MINISTER

Import of vegetable oils, comprising edible and
non-edible oils, rose 18 per cent in June to 15.5
lakh tonnes on higher imports of crude palm oil
and crude sunflower oil, according to trade data.
Solvent Extractors' Association of India (SEA) data
showed that import of vegetable oils during June
2024 stood at 15,50,659 tonnes compared to
13,14,476 tonnes in the year-ago period.

VEG OIL IMPORTS UP 18% IN JUNE 
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The important
area that needs
to be

addressed now,
amongst others, is
the continued lower-
than-expected
growth in private consumption

ANIL G VERMA |
GODREJ & BOYCE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & CEO

of the
day uote 

There is a huge
requirement for
components

and that component
requirement is where
I think MSMEs have a
huge role to play and
need to come into play, in a
significant way

T KOSHY | ONDC MD & CEO

Our current
focus revolves
around

innovation,
leveraging new
technologies, and
consistently
introducing products that resonate
with our customers' evolving
preferences. These elements are
pivotal as we aim to achieve our
ambitious target of Rs 5,000 crore
within the next five years.

AMAN CHOUDHARY | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MARKETING AT ANMOL INDUSTRIES LIMITED

TCS net profit
rises 8.7% 
Mumbai: India’s largest IT
services company Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS)
Thursday posted an 8.7 per
cent year-on-year rise in its
consolidated net profit at Rs
12,040 crore in the first quarter
ended June 2024. The net
profit for the year-ago period
stood at Rs 11,074 crore. The
company - which competes in
the IT services market with the
likes of Infosys, Wipro and
HCLTech - reported a 5.4 per
cent increase in its revenue at
Rs 62,613 crore for the quarter
just ended. Sequentially,
however, the net profit fell 3.1
per cent compared to March
quarter. “I am pleased to
report a strong start to the
new fiscal year with all-round
growth across industries and
markets,” K Krithivasan, Chief
Executive Officer and
Managing Director of TCS, said
in a release.

Vedanta to raise
up to `1,000cr 
New Delhi: Mining
conglomerate Vedanta Ltd
Thursday said it plans to raise
up to Rs 1,000 crore through
the issuance of debentures. In
a regulatory filing the
company said, its directors
have approved the allotment
of 1,00,000 non-convertible
debentures aggregating to Rs
1,000 crore on a private
placement basis. “The duly
constituted committee of
directors of the company has
approved the allotment of
1,00,000 secured, rated, listed,
redeemable, non-convertible
debentures (NCDs) of face
value Rs 1,00,000 each
aggregating to Rs 1,000 crore
on a private placement basis,”
the filing said. Vedanta Ltd, a
subsidiary of Vedanta
Resources Ltd, is one of the
world's leading natural
resources companies. 

Double-digit volume
growth for PepsiCo
New Delhi: Global food and
beverages major PepsiCo
Thursday reported a double-
digit growth in beverages
volume in India in the second
quarter of the 2024 calendar
year, thereby leading to a 2 per
cent overall rise in Africa,
Middle East & South Asia
region. The company also said
its convenient foods unit volume
grew double-digit in India in the
April-June period. "Beverage
unit volume grew 2 per cent,
primarily reflecting double-digit
growth in India, partially offset
by a high-single-digit decline in
Pakistan, a low-single-digit
decline in the Middle East and a
mid-single-digit decline in
Nigeria," PepsiCo said in a
regulatory filing.

SHORT TAKES

business
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New Delhi, July 11: Reserve
Bank Governor Shaktikanta Das
Thursday said the question of
change of  stance on interest rate
is quite premature given the gap
between current inflation and 4
per cent target.

“Given gap between current in-
flation and 4 per cent target,
question of  change of  stance is
quite premature...when we move
towards 4 per cent CPI (retail
inflation) on a sustained basis is
when we will get the confidence
to think about a change in
stance,” Das said in an inter-
view to CNBC-TV 18.

He said inflation journey is
progressing as per expectations,
but added that it is the last mile
of  the journey towards 4 per
cent, which will be the most dif-
ficult or sticky.

Consumer Price Index (CPI)-
based retail inflation has been
projected at 4.5 per cent with
quarter-wise projections at 4.9 per
cent in Q1 (April-June), 3.8 per
cent in Q2, 4.6 per cent in Q3,
and 4.5 per cent in Q4, RBI had
said in its June bi-monthly report.

The Reserve Bank, which has
been mandated to ensure infla-
tion remains at 4 per cent (with
margin of  2 per cent on either
side), mainly factors in CPI while

arriving at its monetary policy.
He had said headline infla-

tion softened further during
March-April, though persisting
food inflation pressures offset
the gains of  disinflation in core
and deflation in the fuel groups.

Despite some moderation,
pulses and vegetables inflation
remained firmly in double dig-
its.

Vegetable prices are experi-
encing a summer uptick fol-
lowing a shallow winter season
correction. The deflationary
trend in fuel was driven prima-
rily by the LPG price cuts in
early March.

Core inflation softened for the
11th consecutive month since
June 2023. Services inflation

moderated to a historic low and
goods inflation remained con-
tained.

With regard to GDP, Das said
many drivers of  growth are play-
ing out their role and momentum
of  growth was very strong in
fourth quarter of  last financial
year which continues to be strong
in the first quarter.

The June policy also revised
upwards the GDP growth pro-
jection for the current fiscal to
7.2 per cent from 7 per cent on ris-
ing private consumption and re-
vival of  demand in rural areas.

When the projected GDP
growth of  7.2 per cent for 2024-
25 materialises, it will be the
fourth consecutive year with
growth at or above 7 per cent.

Premature to talk about 
rate cut: RBI Governor

REUTERS

New Delhi, July 11: India's
state-run refiners are jointly ne-
gotiating a long-term oil import
deal with Russia, a government
source aware of  the develop-
ment said Thursday.

India and Russia have yet to
finalise terms, such as the pay-
ment currency, for the imports,
the source said, declining to be
named because of  the sensitiv-
ity of  the matter.

“Joint negotiations of  state
refiners with Russia are already
happening,” the source said.

Indian private refiners Nayara
Energy and Reliance Industries
have already signed term deals
for Russian oil imports. Nayara
is part-owned by Russian oil
major Rosneft.

Indian private refiners may

join the negotiations with their
state-run peers later, the source
said.

Asia’s third-largest economy
needs “predictable and stable” oil
supplies as it is expanding its
refining capacity to meet rising
fuel demand, the source said.

Russia is the top oil supplier
to India, the world’s third biggest
oil importer and consumer.

India has emerged as the
biggest  buyer  of  Russian
seaborne oil sold at a discount
as Western entities have shunned
purchases due to a raft of  sanc-
tions imposed on Russia over
its February 2022 invasion of
Ukraine.

During Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to Russia
this week, India had sought en-
ergy deals with Rosneft and other
leading Russian oil firms. 
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New Delhi, July 11: With real
estate companies worth $36 bil-
lion in 2024, India is accelerating
to become the real estate capital
of  Asia, pushing away China in
terms of  growth rate, a new re-
port said Thursday. 

China’s real estate market is
facing significant headwinds
due to government clampdowns
and demand slowdown.

While in India, with the mid-
dle class projected to reach 547
million by 2030, residential sales
are expected to grow 10-12 per
cent in FY2024-25, according to
the ‘2024 GROHE-Hurun India
Real Estate 100’ report.

“Rising foreign investments of
around $4 billion yearly are fur-
ther catalysing growth,” said
Anas Rahman Junaid, Founder
and Chief  Researcher, Hurun
India.

Sixty of  the top 100 compa-
nies operate beyond their core
state headquarters, indicating
a significant trend towards na-
tional brand building in the real
estate sector.

“Notably, six companies on
the list have an international

presence, demonstrating the
global ambitions of  Indian real
estate companies. With the
strength of  the Indian dias-
pora, Indian real estate com-
panies are well-positioned to
expand internationally, a trend
we expect to see grow in the
coming years,” Junaid em-
phasised.

DLF emerged as the top real
estate company in the list, with
a valuation of  Rs 2,02,140 crore,
fol lowed by Macrotech

Developers with a valuation of
Rs 1,36,730 crore and Indian
Hotels Company at third spot
with a Rs 79,150 crore valuation.

Among the top 10 companies,
60 per cent are headquartered in
Mumbai, while two are based
in Bangalore and one each in
Gurugram and Ahmedabad.

“The list showcases that en-
trepreneurs hailing from tier 2
cities are forging some of  the
most impactful real estate en-
terprises in the nation. Five per

cent of  the entrants in 2024
GROHE-Hurun India Real Estate
100 hail from tier 2 cities. This
highlights the fact that geo-
graphic boundaries no longer
limit the rise of  influential real
estate players in India,” informed
Junaid.

India is projected to add 200,000
km of  national highways by
2037, fostering the growth of
micro cities and further value ad-
dition by India’s real estate sec-
tor, he added.
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Mumbai, July 11: Benchmark
Sensex and Nifty closed mar-
ginally down in a rangebound ses-
sion Thursday as investors
booked profits in heavyweights
ahead of  the announcement of
key financial results for the June
quarter.

Retreating from early highs,
the 30-share BSE Sensex closed
lower by 27.43 points or 0.03 per
cent at 79,897.34. As many as 15
Sensex shares closed with gains
while the rest declined.

The index climbed 245.32 points
to hit a high of  80,170.09 in early
trade but later lost momentum
due to selling in index heavy-
weights. The barometer hit a
day's low of  79,464.38, down by
460.39 points from the last close.

The NSE Nifty edged down
8.50 points or 0.03 per cent to
settle at 24,315.95. The broader
index gyrated between a high
of  24,402.65 and a low of  24,193.75
in day trade.

“The main indices are trading
in a narrow range, struggling
to justify its premium valuation
ahead of  the Q1 earnings season,
which is forecast to be subdued,”
Vinod Nair, Head of  Research,

Geojit Financial Services said.
Among Sensex shares, Bajaj

Finance fell the most by 1.48 per
cent. Mahindra & Mahindra (1.24
per cent), NTPC (1.14 per cent)
and Nestle (1.05 per cent) were
also among the major losers.
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Sun
Pharma, Power Grid, UltraTech
Cement, Bharti Airtel, RIL and
Larsen & Toubro also declined.

On the other hand, FMCG
major ITC rose the most by 1.64

per cent. Tata Motors, Asian
Paints and Titan also gained.

TCS gained 0.33 per cent ahead
of  the release of  its quarterly fi-
nancial results. India's largest IT
services company after market
hours reported an 8.7 per cent
year-on-year rise in its consoli-
dated net profit at Rs 12,040 crore
in the first quarter ended June
2024. Its revenue rose by 5.4 per
cent year-on-year to Rs 62,613
crore for the June quarter.

“After the flat start, the Nifty
oscillated in a range and finally
settled at 24,315.95 levels.
Meanwhile, a mixed trend on
the sectoral front kept the traders
occupied wherein energy and
FMCG ended in the green while
realty and pharma closed lower,”
Ajit Mishra – SVP, Research,
Religare Broking Ltd said.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.57 per cent and midcap index
went up by 0.34 per cent.

Analysts said the broader mar-
ket is exhibiting marginal mo-
mentum, led by a shift in FIIs in-
flow and budget expectations.

Among the indices, realty de-
clined by 1.41 per cent, auto by
0.43 per cent and utilities by 0.19
per cent.

Oil & Gas jumped 1.68 per cent,
while energy (1.20 per cent),
services (1.13 per cent), indus-
trials (0.31 per cent) and telecom-
munication (0.24 per cent) also
advanced.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth Rs
583.96 crore Wednesday, according
to exchange data.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.21 per cent to
USD 85.26 a barrel.
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New Delhi, July 11: Debt-rid-
den Vodafone Idea has reached
out to the Department of  Telecom
to seek waiver on a financial
bank guarantee worth Rs 24,747
crore for spectrum payment due
in September 2025, according to
sources. Vodafone Idea (VIL)
needs to securitise the annual in-
stalment one year before the due
date of  the payment.

“Vodafone Idea has reached
out to DoT seeking waiver for fi-
nancial bank guarantee (FBG)
worth Rs 24,747 crore which it has
to pay in September 2025. The
FBG needs to be deposited one
year before the due date as per
spectrum auction rules,” a
source, who did not wish to be
identified, told PTI.

An email  query sent  to
Vodafone Idea elicited no re-
sponse. The payments are for fre-
quencies that VIL purchased in
auctions that were conducted be-
fore 2022. VIL in 2022 opted for a
four-year moratorium to pay for
the spectrum allowed under a
government relief  package.

The moratorium period for
the spectrum payment obliga-
tions related to spectrum auctions
conducted until 2016 ends be-
tween October  2025  and

September 2026.
The company also opted for a

moratorium on AGR payments.
The moratorium ends in March
2026. VIL is required to provide
bank guarantees at least 13
months prior to the expiry of
the relevant moratorium period.

The company has cited relief
based on the spectrum auction
rules of  2022 and 2024 in which
the requirement for providing
bank guarantees for the annual
instalments has been removed.

VIL had outstanding dues of
Rs 2,03,430 crore to the govern-
ment as of  March 31, 2024. The
total outstanding includes de-
ferred spectrum payment obli-
gations of  Rs 1,33,110 crore and
AGR (adjusted gross revenue)
liability of  Rs 70,320 crore.

While opting for the morato-
rium, VIL cleared about Rs 16,000
crore interest obligation on the de-
ferred payment by offering equity
in the company to the government.

The government shareholding
in VIL fell from about 33 per cent
2023 to 23.8 per cent as of  March
31, 2024, after the company raised
Rs 18,000 crore through a follow-
on public offer, Rs 7,000 crore
between March 2022 and May
2024 from the promoters and is-
sued preferential shares to ven-
dors to clear their dues.

State refiners in talks for
oil import deal with Russia

Indices close down amid profit-taking 
AGENCIES

New Delhi, July 11: Khadi and
Village Industries' annual
turnover crossed Rs 1.5 lakh
crore for the first time in FY
2023-24 with over 10 lakh new
jobs generated during the fis-
cal ,  i ts
Chairman
Manoj Kumar
has said.

According to
provisional fig-
ures for 2023-24
released by
KVIC, a 315 per
cent increase in
production and
a 400 per cent
rise  in  sales
were registered
in the last 10
years.

New employ-
ment generation
also witnessed an 81 per cent in-
crease during the decade start-
ing from 2013-14.

“For the first time, over 10
lakh new jobs were created and
our turnover crossed Rs 1.5 lakh
crore in 2023-24,” Kumar said.

Surpassing all previous fig-
ures, there has been an increase
of  almost 400 per cent in sales,

nearly 315 per cent in production,
and 81 per cent in new employ-
ment generation compared to
the financial year 2013-14, KVIC
stated.

KVIC’s sales were Rs 1.34 lakh
crore in 2022-23.

According to KVIC, sales of
its products in
the last ten fi-
nancial years
of  the Modi
Government
have in -
creased from
Rs 31 ,154 .2
crore in 2013-
14 to the high-
est level of  Rs
1,55,673.12
crore in 2023-
24.

“In the fi-
nancial year
2023-24,
KVIC's efforts

have created 10.17 lakh new jobs
in rural areas, strengthening
rural India's economy,” it stated.

The KVIC Chairman said the
demand for Khadi and village
industry products made by rural
artisans is increasing rapidly
in the market, which is reflected
in the production, sales, and em-
ployment figures.

India to become real estate capital of Asia: Report
WHILE IN INDIA, WITH THE MIDDLE CLASS PROJECTED TO REACH 547 MILLION BY 2030, 

RESIDENTIAL SALES ARE EXPECTED TO GROW 10-12 PER CENT IN FY2024-25

Vodafone Idea seeks waiver 
of `24,700-cr bank guarantee

KVIC turnover crosses `1.5L-cr

India widens use of
foreign currency
accounts in GIFT City
REUTERS

Mumbai, July 11: Indians have
been allowed wider usage of  for-
eign currency accounts at the
Gujarat International Finance
Tec-City, or GIFT City, boosting
business prospects for a finance
hub pushed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

GIFT City, launched in the west-
ern state of  Gujarat by Modi in
2011, has been planned as an al-
ternative to regional financial
centres like Dubai. It offers easier
regulations compared with the
rest of  India but has seen a slow
pick up in interest from foreign in-
vestors. The latest changes, an-
nounced by the Reserve Bank of
India in a circular late Wednesday,
allow Indian investors to use GIFT
City as a route for more overseas
spending and investments.

Indians are allowed to remit
up to $250,000 overseas each year
for education and medical ex-
penditure as well as certain
kinds of  investments. So far, for-
eign currency accounts in the fi-
nance hub could only be used
for investing in overseas-listed
securities and for paying tuition
for foreign universities at GIFT
City. The relaxation of  norms
will help banking and financial
services in the finance hub, such
as payments and insurance.

The biggest beneficiary will be
banks and the move will "open
up the window" for life insur-
ance companies, Jaiman Patel,
partner at EY India said.



Lerma header puts
Colombia in Copa final 

Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/371591

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

c
m

y
k

P12
FRIDAY | JULY 12 | 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

M
E
T

TL
E MEET

2024

A CHANCE TO BE PART OF

l Everyone will have to mail their answers to met-
tlemeet@orissapost.com

l Answers to the questions will follow the next
day. The names of  the winners will also be an-
nounced along with their pictures.

l Answers mailed between 8.00am to 6.00pm each
day will be considered valid. 

l Orissa POST’s decision on all entries will be
final. No complaints will be entertained. 

l Participants must send their entries with a
passport size photograph, mobile numbers
and residential address. Otherwise the entries
will be rejected.

l There can be only one winner from one family.
l Invitation cards to the winners will only be is-

sued on presentation of  Valid ID proof  – Voter
Card, Aadhaar Card, Driving License,
Passport, School ID card (In case of  students
till Class XI)

l No employee of  Orissa POST or their 
f amily  members  can be  par t  o f  the  
competition  

RULES & REGULATIONS 

It’s time for METTLE MEET –
an initiative by the state’s
only homegrown English daily
to revive quizzing in Odisha.
This year, the Preliminaries
will take place August 3 and
the Grand Finale August 4.
Like in previous years, most
of  the top educational insti-
tutions of  Odisha – both
schools and colleges will be
competing for the Grand Prize
of `1,00,000 in the Junior
and Senior segments.

Extravaganza

A s a reader of  Orissa POST, this is a great chance
for you to be part of  the exciting Grand Finale if
you can predict the correct answer. There will be one

question on each day for you to answer till July 31, 2024.
Every day there will be two winners. If  there are more than
two correct entries, then the winners will be decided by draw
of  lots. All the winners will be invited for the Grand Finale
which will be conducted by nationally acclaimed quiz-
master Ajay Poonia. There will be prizes for the daily
winners too. So buckle up your seatbelts and get set for some
brainstorming.

One of  the first works of  Bengali science fic-
tion was a short story titled ‘Niruddesher

Kahini’ was authored by which Indian poly-
math? It was later included in his collection of
writings named - ‘Abyakto’.  

TODAY’S QUESTION

ANSWER OF YESTERDAY’S QUESTION

WINNER OF YESTERDAY’S QUIZ

US President. Four out of
46 have been assassinated There were no correct answers

? ?

Venues announced 
New Delhi: India will play
three T20 Internationals and
as many ODIs during their tour
to Sri Lanka across July and
August, and the matches will
be played at Pallekele and
Colombo, the BCCI announced
Thursday. The white ball tour
will kick off with the T20Is
(July 26, 27, 29) at the
Pallekele International Cricket
Stadium and the series will
then move to Colombo where
the ODIs (August 1, 4, 7) will
be played at the R Premadasa
International Stadium. India
will be manned by newly-
appointed head coach Gautam
Gambhir, while the Lankans
will also have a new coach in
Sanath Jayasuriya. 

Starc unhappy
Sydney: Australian pacer
Mitchell Starc has expressed
his displeasure at being
dropped for the crucial T20
World Cup Super Eight match
against Afghanistan in the
Caribbean. He stated he was
not one bit amused by the team
management’s decision.
Australia lost the game by 21
runs.  Australia had replaced
Starc with Ashton Agar for the
match but the left-arm spinner
could not take any wickets. “I
could not believe when the
team management said Ash
(Ashton) replacing me. This
was the second time, the first
being 2022 when I was dropped
against Afghanistan in a World
Cup game,” Starc said on
Willow Talk podcast. 

Kapil backs Aditi 
New Delhi: India’s leading
golfer Aditi Ashok can go one
step further and win a medal
at the Paris Olympics provided
her form does not betray her
in pressure situations, newly-
appointed PGTI president
Kapil Dev stated here
Thursday. The Indian golfer
had finished fourth at the
Tokyo Olympics. “I want to see
Aditi playing with the same
pomp that she played with in
the Tokyo Olympics. For
cricketers and golfers, form is
very important. If Aditi plays
in the same form, she has a
good chance to win a medal.
And if she has a bad week,
then she can only sit out and
rue the loss,” Kapil stated. 

SHORT TAKES

AGENCIES

Dortmund, July 11: Ollie Watkins
struck a stunning injury-time winner
as England beat the Netherlands 2-1
here Wednesday to set up a Euro 2024
final showdown Sunday with Spain
in Berlin. However, more than
Watkins, England coach Gareth
Southgate must be complemented
for the risk he took in replacing skip-
per Harry Kane with Watkins. 

It was an incredible finish to an
evening that began badly for England,
as Xavi Simons gave the Netherlands
an early lead in the semifinal.
However, England were soon level
through a Kane penalty following a
controversial VAR call by German ref-
eree Felix Zwayer, and the match
looked set to drift towards extra time
until Watkins struck. 

Watkins received a pass from fellow
substitute Cole Palmer with his back
to goal in the first minute of  added-
on time, turned and fired low shot
into the far corner to leave the
Netherlands completely stunned.

It has rarely been a convincing

campaign from Southgate’s England
side, but they are through to their
second consecutive European
Championship final as they dream
of  finally winning a first major tro-
phy since 1966. To do that they will
surely have to perform better than at
any point so far in Germany as they
face an outstanding Spain team.

Southgate was quick to hit back at
critics. “We all want to be loved, right?
When you’re doing something for
your country and you’re a proud
Englishman, when you don’t feel that
back and when all you read is criticism,
it’s hard. So to be able to celebrate
the second final (after Euro 2020) is very
special,” Southgate said, paying trib-
ute to England’s travelling fans. 

“If  I hadn’t been on the grass, I’d have
been watching, celebrating like they
were. We are kindred spirits in many
ways but of  course I’m the one who
has to pick a team. So to be able to give
them a night like tonight (Wednesday),
it’s very special,” the coach added. 

England had got to this stage despite
not winning any of  their last four
matches in 90 minutes, and having

been taken to extra time by Slovakia
and Switzerland. That might have
given the Dutch an edge physically,
after the Oranje shrugged off  fin-
ishing third in their group to brush
aside Romania and then see off  Turkey.
However, in the end, Southgate’s tac-
tics prevailed. 

The Dutch went ahead after just
seven minutes thanks to a stunning
goal by Simons, who robbed Declan
Rice 35 metres from goal and ad-
vanced before sending a rasping drive
beyond Jordan Pickford. 

The Dutch players ran off  to cele-
brate with their fans behind that goal,
as England found themselves behind
for the third game running. Just like
against the Swiss in the quarterfi-
nals, however, they reacted swiftly.

Kane forced a save from Bart
Verbruggen and moments later sent
a volley over the bar. He was caught
by Denzel Dumfries on the follow-
through. It seemed totally innocuous
but Zwayer was summoned across to
review the images and gave a penalty.
Kane made no mistake, slotting low
into the bottom-left corner.

Super sub Watkins turns hero

SUPER STRIKE: Ollie Watkins is over the moon after scoring as the Dutch players look completely shocked AP PHOTO 

Gareth Southgate’s plan pays off as he replaces Kane with 
little-known striker to send the Dutch packing 

AGENCIES

Charlotte (US), July 11: Ten-
man Colombia defeated Uruguay
1-0 to reach the final of  the Copa
America for the first time in 23
years after an ill-tempered semi-
final here Wednesday. A 39th-
minute Jefferson Lerma header
s ea led  vi ct o ry  fo r  t h e
Colombians, who will now face
holders Argentina in Sunday’s
final in Miami. 

It was an anarchic semifinal
played in front of  a packed and
passionate crowd which ended
with scuffles on the field and
fighting in the stands, including
several players who had climbed
in among supporters amid the
flying punches.

Colombia, despite having
Daniel Munoz sent off  just be-
fore the interval and facing
plenty of  Uruguay pressure,
hung on for a famous victory
to the delight of  their massive
following of  fans.

Colombia started strongly
with their livewire Liverpool
winger Luis Diaz doing well to
wriggle some space for a cross
on the left, finding Munoz at
the back post but the full-back’s
header was off  target.

Uruguay were, as always, a
threat on the counter-attack and

their Liverpool star, Darwin
Nunez, was close to finishing
off  on the break when Rodrigo
Bentancur found him with a
clever pass but the forward poked
his shot wide.

The breakthrough came
when Lerma rose majestically
above Jose Maria Gimenez and
powerfully headed home James
Rodriguez’s corner. It was the
sixth assist of  the tournament
for Rodriguez with the former
Real Madrid midfielder beating
the record for most assists in
a single Copa, which was set by
Lionel Messi in 2021.

But having been so influential
down the right in the opening
half, Munoz lost his head com-
pletely, just before the break,
picking up a second yellow card,
after landing an elbow on Manuel
Ugarte. It was a moment of  mad-
ness which left Colombia to de-
fend their lead with just 10 men
for the entire second half.

However, they fought bravely
to snatch an important victory
and seal a place in the final.
Uruguay did have chances in
the second session but Nicolas
de la Cruz and substitute Luis
Suarez were off  target.

Colombia players (in yellow) celebrate their hard-fought win against Uruguay  AP PHOTO  

Cheetahs win
close match
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 11: Odisha
Cheetahs defeated Odisha
Jaguars by 18 runs in a match of
the OCA T20 tournament at the
Barabati Stadium in Cuttack,
Thursday. 

After being put in, Odisha
Cheetah’s scored 158 for the loss
of  seven wickets in their 20 overs.
Aashirwad Swain (40, 26b) was the
top scorer for the Cheetahs. He
was well-supported by Shreyansh
Bharadwaj (30, 33b). Krishna
Palai (2/15) was the most eco-
nomical bowler for Jaguars.

Despite a fine knock by
Venkatesh Bhande (64, 50b), the
Jaguars could not reach the vic-
tory target. This was because
their other batters consumed too

many deliveries and were dis-
missed even after settling down.
In the end, Anil Parida (34, 23b)
made a valiant effort to take the
Jaguars over the line, but they fin-
ished on 140 for four to lose the
game by 18 runs. Sarbeswar
Mohanty (2/26) was the most suc-
cessful bowler for the Cheetahs.  

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, July 11: Manpreet
Singh’s life has never been easy.
He had to play hockey through
shattering life experiences such
as a poverty-stricken childhood,
a family struggling to make both
ends meet, and an allegation
which burns his soul till date.

Manpreet, whose CV includes
an Olympic bronze (Tokyo) and
two Asian Games gold medals
(2014, 2022), has those scarring
moments to draw strength from
when he walks onto the field in
the Indian jersey in the Paris
Olympics later this month.

It will be his fourth Olympics
and probably his last, something
the 32-year-old never imagined
to achieve when he started his

journey from the modest lanes
of  Mithapur, a town in Punjab.

“I never thought that I would
be able to play in four Olympics.
It is every player’s dream to win
Olympics medals. I consider
myself  very lucky that this is my
four th  Olympics,”  s tated

Manpreet. I am going (to play)
as if  this is my last Olympics and
I have to give my best,” he added. 

Manpreet made his debut for
India in 2011 as a 19-year-old.
But in sports, as it often hap-
pens in life, a low closely tails a
high. Manpreet knows this
axiom better than anyone else.

After the Tokyo glory, Sjoerd
Marijne, the former India coach,
alleged that Manpreet asked a
player to underperform so that
his friends could get in the team
during the 2018 Commonwealth
Games. Both the men’s and
women’s teams jointly denied
the allegation, stating that the
Dutchman did so to publicise
his book. But the wounds are
still raw.

“It was the most difficult phase

for me. I could never even think
of  such things. I was broken
and lost faith in everyone. I
spoke to Sreejesh (India goal-
keeper) with whom I share every-
thing,” Manpreet informed. “My
mother also encouraged me to
keep playing to fulfil my father’s
dream and the whole team sup-
ported me,” he added in a voice
choked with emotion.

Our pool is tough and we
cannot take any team
lightly. New Zealand

have defeated us in the
World Cup and Ireland have
recently beaten Belgium. 
So we have to execute our
strategies properly 
MANPREET SINGH

AGENCIES

London, July 11: In his final in-
nings as a bowler in Tests, James
Anderson looked sharp enough
as England tightened the nooze
around West  Indies  here
Thursday. Anderson picked up
the wickets of  Kraigg Brathwaite
(4) and Alick Athanaze (22), as
hosts England reduced West
Indies to 79 for six at stumps.
The visitors need another 171
runs to avoid an innings defeat. 

Earlier England scored 371 to
take a mammoth lead of  250
runs with wicketkeeper-batter
Jamie Smith scoring 70. Other
than Anderson, pacer Gus
Atkinson (2/27) and skipper Ben

Stokes (2/25) bowled well for
England. This game will be the
last for Anderson who has now
703 Test wickets. The England
team management had decided
well in advance that the game
against the West Indies would be
Anderson’s farewell Test.

Manpreet ready for 1 last battle

Aashirwad Swain 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, Jul 11: Jasmine Paolini
reached her second consecutive
Grand Slam final with a 2-6, 6-4,
7-6 (8-6) victory Thursday over un-
seeded Donna Vekic  at
Wimbledon in a rollicking match
that lasted two hours, and 51
minutes, making it the tourna-
ment’s longest women’s semifi-
nal on record.

Paolini kept coming back —
after dropping the opening set,
after being two games from de-
feat at 4-all in the second, after
twice trailing by a break in the
third at 1-3 and 3-4. However, the
seventh-seeded Paolini never
went away, eventually convert-

ing her third match point when
Vekic sent a forehand wide.

The 28-year-old Italian is the
first woman to get to the title
matches at the French Open and
Wimbledon in the same season
since Serena Williams in 2015
and 2016. “These last months
have been crazy for me,” Paolini
said with a laugh.

Paolini’s win at the Centre
Court was anything but easy
for either woman. Vekic often
seemed to be in distress, crying
between points or while sitting
in her changeover chair late in
the third set. She iced her right
forearm between games or
looked up at her guest box with
a flushed face.

Paolini in title round

Jasmine Paolini reacts after her victory Thursday AP PHOTO

Anderson shows his
class against Windies 
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