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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Sir, please make sure rapists, arsonists,
and murderers are out on parole.
Elections are around the corner

Bhagat suspended,
to miss Paralympics
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: Tokyo
gold medallist para shuttler
Pramod Bhagat will not be able
to defend his title at the Paris
Paralympics after he was handed
a 18-month suspension for breach-
ing  Badminton World
Federation’s (BWF) anti-doping
whereabout clause, leaving the
Indian heartbroken.

“The BWF can confirm India's
Tokyo 2020 Paralympic cham-
pion Pramod Bhagat has been
suspended for a period of  18
months and will miss the Paris
2024 Paralympic Games,” the
governing body said in a state-
ment Tuesday.

“In 1 March 2024, the Court of
Arbitration of  Sport (CAS) Anti-
Doping Division found Bhagat in
breach of  the BWF anti-doping
regulations for committing three
whereabouts failures within 12
months.” The 36-year-old, an SL3
athlete, said he is saddened by the
decision and it was a result of  a
technical glitch.

“It is an extremely hard deci-
sion for me. I respect WADA, I un-
derstand they are drawing a line
for all players, but to ban some-
one for technical reasons is not
right,” Bhagat told PTI.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, August 13: A senior
resident doctor at SCB Medical
College and Hospital’s Cardiology
de par tment  was ar rested
Tuesday on charges of  sexually
assaulting two patients on the
hospital premises Sunday.

Cuttack DCP Prakash R said
Thakur Dilbag Singh, a native of
MP Nagar in Bhopal, was ar-
rested after his discharge from
ICU, where he was admitted fol-
lowing a scuffle reportedly with
the relatives of  the victims soon
after the crime Sunday.

Singh has been booked (Case
no-201/24) by the Mangalabag
police under Section 64(2)(e) of
BNS, the DCP added.

According to a release by the
Commissionerate Police, the
complainant in the case con-
sulted with the accused doctor
for necessary echocardiogram
test on his mother, 51, and aunt,
44, suffering from cardiac issues
August 9. The doctor fixed the ap-
pointment for Sunday.

At around 10am Sunday, the
complainant turned up with the
patients at the Cardiology de-
partment. 

Police said the accused doctor
asked the complainant and fe-
male attendant/staff  not to re-
main present during the tests.

“He conducted tests one by
one taking 30 minutes for each
patient. Taking advantage of  the
situation, the doctor carried out
penetrative sexual assault on
both the victims,” police said.

When the victims complained
of  acute pain in their private
parts, the complainant took them

to the O&G department for treat-
ment, they said.

Following the development,
police recorded the victims’ state-
ments and their medico-legal
examination was also conducted.
Their statements were also
recorded before a court here,
they added.

Meanwhile, the Health and
Family Welfare (H&FW) de-
partment has set up a three-
member committee to probe into
the allegations against the res-
ident doctor.

The panel shall undertake a de-
tailed inquiry and recommend
appropriate action to the gov-
ernment, a notification issued by
the H&FW department said.

SCB superintendent
Sudhanshu Sekhar Mishra was
unavailable for comments.

The incident came at a time
when doctors across the country
are bunking work, demanding
protection and security at work-
place following the horrific rape
and murder of  a doctor in a
Kolkata hospital last week.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 13: The
Centre has approved four new NH
projects worth around `14,000
crore for Odisha, Chief  Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi said after a
meeting  with  Union Road
Transport and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari in New Delhi,
Tuesday. 

These projects include 6-lan-
ing of  the 60 km Bhubaneswar-
Puri NH with two-lane service
road worth `1,800 crore, 200km
Chandikhole-Barbil 8-lane worth
`10,000 crore, 54km Khurda-
Nayagarh (NH-57)  4-lane worth
`1,100 crore and 46km Kesinga-
Junagarh (NH-26) 4-lane worth
`1,000 crore, Majhi said.

Majhi told reporters that the
state government is working in
close coordination with the
Centre for the development of
national highways in Odisha.

“Detailed discussion was held
for several important NH proj-
ects in the state and the Centre
agreed to speed up steps for im-

plementation of  four major proj-
ects,” Majhi said.

Gadkari said that DPR for the
four NH projects as proposed by
the state government will be
prepared soon, the CM said.

Law Minister Prithiviraj
Harichandan, Chief  Secretary
Manoj Ahuja and senior offi-
cials were present during the
CM’s meeting with Gadkari.

Majhi said widening of  the
NH between Bhubaneswar and
Puri along with service road
will play a significant role in
boosting tourism by attracting
pilgrims and other visitors from
different parts of  the country.

Gadkari reviewed the progress
of  51 ongoing NH projects in
Odisha during the meeting.

Manoj Ahuja working
chairman of SJTMC
Bhubaneswar: In a major
development, Chief Secretary
Manoj Ahuja has been appointed as
working chairman of the Shree
Jagannath Temple Managing
Committee (SJTMC) Tuesday. “This
will be in addition to his own duties
as the state’s Chief Secretary,” a
notification issued by the Law
department said.  Notably, Gajapati
Dibyasingha Deb is the Chairman of
the SJTMC.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, August 13: In a re-
lief  to yoga guru Ramdev, his
aide Balkrishna and Patanjali
Ayurved Limited, the Supreme
Court Tuesday closed the con-
tempt proceedings initiated
against them for “violation” of
the undertakings given before the
court in the misleading adver-
tisements case.

While the apex court accepted
their apology and closed the mat-
ter, it cautioned them to strictly
abide by the terms of  their un-
dertakings.

“Any future intransigence on
their part, whether by act, deed or
speech that could tantamount to
violating the orders of  the court
or dishonouring the terms of  the
undertakings, shall be viewed
strictly and the ensuing conse-
quences could indeed be grave,” a
bench of  Justices Hima Kohli and
Ahsanuddin Amanullah said.

“In that eventuality, the sword
of  contempt that has now been
returned to rest in its sheath,
shall be flourished as swiftly as
these proceedings were origi-
nally initiated,” the bench said
in its 41-page verdict. P11

SC relief for Ramdev, Patanjali

Doc turns predator

Bhang now ‘intoxicant’
Bhubaneswar: The state government
Tuesday labeled Bhang (hemp) as an
‘intoxicant’. “In exercise of the
powers conferred by Clause (t) of
Section 2 of Odisha Excise Act, 2008
(Odisha Act 10 of 2013), the state
government do hereby declare
‘Bhang’ which means a preparation
from the leaves, or small stalks,
chewed, eaten, or infused and drunk,
has the potential of producing
symptoms of grandiosity, excitement,
hostility, disorientation,
hallucinations and thought disorder,
as an intoxicant,” the notification
issued by the Excise department read. 

Nod for 4 new NH projects

CBI takes over Kolkata doc rape-murder probe
New Delhi/Kolkata: Hours after the Kolkata High Court's direction,
the CBI Tuesday took over the investigation in the alleged rape and
murder of a woman doctor at a state-run medical college in the West
Bengal capital. The agency swiftly completed all formalities
following the High Court order asking the state police to hand over
the case documents to the Central probe agency, officials said. A
team of CBI officials from Delhi along with forensic scientists and
medical experts will visit Kolkata Wednesday, they said. P9



Mumbai: Actress Mrunal Thakur, who has
earlier expressed her desire to do farming,
has now shared a sneak peek into her train-
ing of  becoming a ‘future farmer’.

Taking to Instagram Stories, Mrunal, who
has 13.3 million followers on the photo
sharing application, has shared a series
of  videos from an unknown location, try-
ing her hands at the clay pot art.

In the video, she can be seen wearing
an all black outfit, with no makeup and
her hair tied in a loose ponytail.

She is learning the art of  clay pot
creation.

Another snippet shows Mrunal
visiting a farm of  starfruit. She can
be heard saying, “Oh my God...ham
log ye school ke andar khate the...
wow yummy.”

She captioned the post as: ‘#fu-
turefarmer’. For the unversed, ear-
lier in an interview with a news
portal, Mrunal had shared how
she would like to invest her money
in food, plants, and a land where
she can do farming.

On the work front, Mrunal began
her acting career in 2012 with the
television show Mujhse Kuchh
Kehti...Yeh Khamos-hiyaan.
She has featured in shows
like Arjun, Kumkum
Bhagya. She has also
participated in Nach
Baliye 7.

AGENCIES

Mumbai:
Actress Khushi Kapoor
has shared some heart-
warming pictures of  her
residence ‘officially be-
coming a zoo’, with cute
glimpses of  her furry friends.

The 23-year-old Gen Z actress took to
her Instagram Stories, where she has 1.4
million followers, and dropped some
snaps of  her house.

The picture shows six pet dogs of  the
Kapoor family taking a dip in the swim-
ming pool. She wrote: “My house has of-
ficially become a zoo”, followed by a white
heart emoji.

Another photo also shows the furry
friends enjoying their time splashing in the
cold water, beating the summer heat.

Khushi is the daughter of  late actress
Sridevi and producer Boney Kapoor. She is
the younger sister of  actress Janhvi Kapoor,
and niece of  actors Anil Kapoor and Sanjay
Kapoor. Her cousins are Sonam Kapoor, and
Rhea Kapoor.

Actor Arjun Kapoor is her half  brother.
She made her student acting debut in 2016

with the YouTube short film Bhasm Ho: Pyaar
Ka Takraar, in which she essayed the role of
Pinki Kashyup. In 2020 she made her official
debut, with the student short film Speak Up,
playing Naina.IANS

Mumbai: Kareena Kapoor Khan, known for
her candid opinions, recently took a dig at film
industry’s growing trend of  flaunting six-
pack abs. In an interview with Film
Companion, Kareena expressed her thoughts
on the importance of  talent over physique
in achieving stardom.

She remarked, “If  you are great, talented,
and people have liked you, connected with
you, stardom will follow.

It is not like, ‘Oh, he has got six-pack abs,
he is looking so hot, he is a big star.’ Arre please

yaar! Sometimes, I feel like telling those ac-
tors, ‘Please wear your T-shirt first. I can’t

even look at you right now.’”
Despite her critique, Kareena had nothing

but praise for actors like Bobby Deol and her
cousin Ranbir Kapoor. She noted that Bobby Deol
has earned his place in the industry through his
versatile roles over the years, and emphasized
that true success in Bollywood stems from being
a great actor, not just having a chiseled physique.

Kareena went on to laud Ranbir Kapoor as a
‘phenomenal actor’ who has consistently proven
his talent in without relying on six-pack.  AGENCIES

Mumbai: Amid speculations that she is
dating UK-based entrepreneur Kabir Bahia,
National Award-winning actor Kriti Sanon
recently discussed what the ideal rela-
tionship could provide to her life.

In an interview with a famous fam-
ily magazine, Kriti said that she is a
great romantic at heart and truly be-
lieve in love. “It’s something that
grounds you and makes you feel
whole,” she said. When asked about
her definition for love, she said,
“Love is about feeling something for
someone unconditionally. It’s ac-
cepting them as they are, without
trying to mould them into your ideal
image.”

She added, “Love should inspire
growth and personal evolution, en-
couraging you to become the best
version of  yourself. It should add to
your happiness rather than solely
being responsible for it, you should al-
ready have happiness within your-
self. Maintaining your individual-
ity while feeling like the best
ve r s i o n  o f  yo u r s e l f  
defines what love means to
me.”

On the work front,
Kriti is currently prepar-
ing for the release of  Do
Patti, also stars Kajol in
her first appearance as 
a cop.      AGENCIES

P2 RIHANNA LINED UP TO 
HEADLINE GLASTONBURY

leisure
The organisers of Glastonbury want Rihanna to headline the
festival, according to a source. The 36-year-old singer has
focused her attention on her family life and her other
business ventures in recent years - but Rihanna is planning to
make her long-awaited return to the music scene in 2025.

BLACKPINK star Lisa feels she's become
more confident in recent times. However,
The 27-year-old singer - who is a member of
the South Korean girl group - has admitted
that she struggles to express herself.
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AQUARIUS
The cupid may strike you
today! The singles may feel
the energy and excitement
of budding romance. Equally blissful day
for the married couples, too, as they will
spend quality time with each other. 

PISCES
Unexpected expenses are
likely to crop up today. There
are strong indications that
you will set out upon a journey or a picnic
to some nearby place, without too much
prior planning. However, the journey will
be comfortable and your travel plans will
go off without a hitch. 

SAGITTARIUS
No wonder, if you feel like
you are stuck in a rut. Your
energy level and enthusi-
asm has gone for a toss due to mundane
routine. Unfortunately, your stars too
seem to be lazy today, and there’s 
nothing on the cards that can cheer you
up. Ganesha advises to let the day pass
calmly and wait for a better tomorrow.

LIBRA
Ganesha says today will be
a wonderful day and bring
forth a breakthrough for
you. You shall get to know and learn a lot
from top most officials and elderly peo-
ple. The higher ups in your office will give
you good support today. Ganesha warns
you to stay away from judicial proceed-
ings or pleadings, as today is not a good
day for fighting court battles.

SCORPIO
“It's a dream come true,”
you may utter these words
in surprise today, feels
Ganesha. Your palatial home is ready or
you may just get the keys of your much
desired vehicle. You may have an 
extended celebration by receiving or 
giving gifts to your closed ones. 

LEO
You will be busy on the work
front today. It is a good day
for those who are self-
employed. Housewives will
remain extremely busy with household
matters. You will be able to work accord-
ing to your desire though, says Ganesha.

VIRGO
Close members of your fam-
ily and friends will take up
most of your time today.
Students will have to pay more attention
to studies as exams are upcoming, and
they will have to learn to balance study
and free time. Ganesha says today is a
good time to buy property. All in all, it is a
day when you can afford to relax and let
your mind pursue its interests.

GEMINI
You will be filled with con-
cern and sensitivity towards
others, and will bestow your
blessings upon many. However, being too
emotional is not advisable. Your emotions
could get in the way of your progress at the
work-front. You need to listen to your head
over your heart when it comes to profes-
sional matters, says Ganesha.

CANCER
Ganesha says that it will be
a day of challenge. You will
be tempted to plunge into a
new venture. But there is no need for
haste or anxiety in this regard. Pending
work will be completed. Business deals
and transactions will end on happy note.
Translocation due to business or domes-
tic reasons is possible.

ARIES
You are very sensitive, and
some people will disturb
your peace of mind today.
However, getting irritated will only make
matters worse. Reflect in isolation what
may be at the root of the problem. Ganesha
says it is closer to you than you think.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
This day you are going to be
particularly conscious of
your beliefs and principles.
You will be very proud and sensitive,
and are not likely to brook any adverse
comment or criticism. Anyone who
dares to question or deride them will
get a fitting response from you. 

CAPRICORN
At times you are very direct
in your approach and often
end up hurting your near
ones badly. Today, you'll bandage some
old wounds and make efforts to restore
old relationships, says Ganesha. But, your
struggle to improve rapport may not be
as successful as you want it to be. Stay
away from those neighbours who just
want to add fuel to the fire in your family
conflicts, advises Ganesha.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

LISA: NOT GOOD AT 
EXPRESSING MYSELF

LOVE: KRITI’S
DEFINITION

Bebo takes a jab at
six-pack obsession

Mrunal turning
cultivator!

Khushi’s
house turns
into ‘zoo’
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Rainwater enters a house
in Chintamaniswar area

of Bhubaneswar, Tuesday downtown

A
ll Indian salt and sugar

brands, whether big or
small, packaged or un-
packaged, contain mi-

croplastics, according to a study
published Tuesday.

The study ‘Microplastics in
Salt and Sugar’, conducted by
the environmental research or-
ganisation Toxics Link, tested 10
types of  salt – including table
salt, rock salt, sea salt and local
raw salt -- and five types of  sugar
purchased from both online and
local markets.

The study revealed the pres-
ence of  microplastics in all salt
and sugar samples, in various
forms, including fibre, pellets,
films and fragments. The size

of  these microplastics ranged
from 0.1mm to 5mm.

The highest levels of  mi-
croplastics were found in iodised
salt in the form of  multi-coloured
thin fibre and films.

Toxics Link founder-director
Ravi Agarwal said, “The objec-
tive of  our study was to con-
tribute to the existing scientific
database on microplastics so
that the global plastic treaty can
address this issue in a concrete
and focused manner.”

“We also aim to trigger policy
action and attract researchers’
attention to potential techno-
logical interventions that could
reduce exposure risks to mi-
croplastics.”

Toxics Link associate director
Satish Sinha added, “Our study’s

finding of  substantial amounts
of  microplastics in all salt and

sugar samples is concerning
and calls for urgent, compre-
hensive research into the long-
term health impacts of  mi-
croplastics on human health.”

The concentration of  mi-
croplastics in the salt samples
ranged from 6.71 to 89.15 pieces
per kilogramme of  dry weight,
the report said.

Iodised salt had the highest
concentration of  microplastics
(89.15 pieces per kilogramme)
while organic rock salt had the
lowest (6.70 pieces per kilo-
gramme), according to the study.

In sugar samples, the con-
centration of  microplastics
ranged from 11.85 to 68.25 pieces
per kilogramme, with the high-

est concentration found in non-
organic sugar.

Microplastics are a growing
global concern because they can
harm both health and the envi-
ronment. These tiny plastic par-
ticles can enter the human body
through food, water and air.

Recent research has found mi-
croplastics in human organs
such as the lungs, heart, and
even in breast milk and unborn
babies.

Previous studies found that
the average Indian consumes
10.98 gram of  salt and around 10
spoons of  sugar every day –
much higher than the World
Health Organisation’s recom-
mended limits. PTI

All Indian salt, sugar brands have microplastics: Study
IN A NUTSHELL

Iodised salt had the highest
concentration of microplastics

(89.15 pieces/kg) while organic rock
salt had the lowest (6.70 pieces/kg),
Toxics Link study found

In sugar samples, the concentration
of microplastics ranged from 11.85

to 68.25 pieces/kg with the highest
concentration being found in non-
organic sugar, it said

PREVIOUS STUDIES FOUND THAT THE AVERAGE INDIAN CONSUMES 
10.98 GRAM OF SALT AND AROUND 10 SPOONS OF SUGAR EVERY
DAY – MUCH HIGHER THAN THE WHO’S RECOMMENDED LIMITS

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

Stay on minor mineral mining
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar/Baripada, August
13 :  T he National  Green
Tribunal (NGT) has ordered a
stay on mining of  minor min-
erals in Mayurbhanj district, of-
ficial sources said, Tuesday.

The move by the Eastern Zone
Bench of  the NGT comprising ju-
dicial member B Amit Sthalekar
and expert member Arun Kumar
Verma came August 8 while
hearing a plea filed by environ-
mentalist Bibekananda Pattnaik.

The petitioner had informed
the environment watchdog that
the authorities have published a
notification for auction of
Belonapura, Madhunanda,
Demphouda of  Budhabalang
Sandbed-I under Betanati tehsil
in Mayurbhanj district June 20
this year for a period of  five year.

“Though the notification
claimed that the mining quarry
is below 5 hectare, the interim

District Survey Report mentions
it as 5.01 hectare,” the petitioner
said in his complaint.

Taking cognisance, the envi-
ronment watchdog asked the
Mayurbhanj Collector to sub-
mit a report in this regard within
four weeks. 

The district Collector later
submitted a revised District
Survey Report. However, the
State Level Environmental

Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA) did not approve it. 

Highlighting that a proper
District Survey Report is a pre-
requisite for auction of  minor
mineral quarries, the petitioner
claimed that the June 20, 2024 auc-
tion notification is in violation
of  norms.

Taking note, the NGT ordered
a stay on mining of  minor min-
erals in the district till further

orders.
“...we direct that no mining

activity shall be carried out in
the district (Mayurbhanj) under
the interim District Survey
Report until further orders of
the court,” the Eastern Zone
Bench said.

The environment watchdog
will hear the issue October 3,
2024, it said.

According to sources, there
are 203 minor mineral quarries
under 26 tehsils of  the district.
“While 161 quarries— 77 sand,
83 stone and one morrum— are
under the Mines department,
remaining 42 quarries are en-
tangled in many NGT cases,”
they said.

According to state govern-
ment statistics, 70 quarries— 40
sand, 29 stone and one morrum
– have been leased out.

Senior lawyer Sankar Prasad
Pani presented the case on behalf
of  the petitioner.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 13: Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan has written a letter to
Chief  Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi seeking rectification of
the discrepancies in the Odisha
Universities (Amendment) Act,
2020 brought by the previous
BJD government.

The Naveen Patnaik govern-
ment had earlier amended the
original Act, which not only cre-
ated conflict in the provisions of
the UGC Act but also diluted the
interest of  educational institu-
tions and their autonomy,
Pradhan alleged.

The Union minister claimed
that the previous government

had taken steps to curtail the
autonomy of  state’s educational
institutions.

Pradhan urged the Chief
Minister to amend the Act, as per
the legal and regulatory frame-
work.

This amendment is important
to restore confidence among ed-
ucationists, safeguard the au-
tonomy of  educational institu-
tions and ensure that Odisha
maintains the highest standards
of  education, he said.

The previous BJD govern-
ment had enacted the Odisha
University (Amendment) Act
bringing many extensive amend-
ments to the original Act of  1989.

The provisions contained in
the prevailing Act regarding se-
lection of  chancellors, and re-
cruitment of  teaching staff  in
universities are not only incon-
sistent with these regulations
of  UGC but also ignore judicial
directives laid down by the
Supreme Court, he further stated.

Therefore, the efforts made
by the previous government to
undermine the credibility of  the
educationists and educational
institutions of  the state should
be reconsidered immediately,
he added.

Amend Odisha Universities
Act, Pradhan tells CM

2-day orientation 
camp for new MLAs
AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 13: The
Assembly will organise a two-day
orientation programme for first-
time MLAs Saturday and Sunday,
officials said. The programme
will be held on the Assembly prem-
ises to acquaint the MLAs with the
rules and procedures relating to
the proceedings of  the House,
functioning of  various committees,
the budgetary process, privileges
and conduct of  members, an
Assembly official said.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Mukesh Mahaling told reporters
that Union Health Minister JP
Nadda, Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and Tribal
Affairs Minister Jual Oram are
scheduled to address the MLAs
during the event.In the 147-mem-
ber House, 82 are first-time leg-
islators, the official said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, August 13:
Vigilance sleuths Tuesday ar-
rested Tara Prasad Mishra, a
retired engineer of  Works de-
partment, a day after unearthing
disproportionate assets (DA)
worth crores of  rupees from his
possession.

Mishra was found in posses-
sion of  DA, including 10 high-
value flats in Bhubaneswar and
Jharsuguda, seven costly plots,
2.55 kg of  gold, and 370 gram of
diamond.

During simultaneous raids
conducted at nine locations in
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, and
Jharsuguda Monday, Vigilance
sleuths also detected deposits
over ̀ 2.70 crore, ̀ 6 lakh in cash,
two luxurious cars, from his pos-
session.

The investigation also un-
covered Mishra’s visits to for-

eign countries like the USA,
Thailand,  Vietnam, UAE,
Canada, Malaysia, and Singapore.

When asked about the source
of  income, Mishra could not ex-
plain satisfactorily, they said.

A corruption case was regis-
tered against the retired engineer
in the Bhubaneswar Vigilance po-
lice station following which he
was arrested, the officials said. 

Ex-engineer arrested for DA

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 13: In
what would revolutionise the
safety, efficiency and sustain-
ability of  rail transport, the East
Coast Railway (ECoR) has been
adopting advanced ballastless
track technology in railway tun-
nels while constructing new
projects in its jurisdiction, offi-
cial sources said Tuesday.

ECoR initially started bal-
lastless track in tunnel with
Rheda 2000 Block System for
Tunnel No.1 (600 metre) between
Baliguda and Kakiriguma sta-
tions in connection with Koraput-
Singapur Road doubling project.

This ballastless track system
will also be implemented at all
the under-construction tunnels
of  various ongoing projects
under ECoR, they said.

Plans are on to replace exist-

ing tracks in tunnels with bal-
lastless tracks. “Tunnel works are
on in Kothavalasa-Kirandul and
Koraput-Rayagada doubling proj-
ects, and Khurda Road-Bolangir
and Talcher-Bimlagarh new line
projects,” they said.

Ballastless train tracks, par-
ticularly in tunnels, offer sev-
eral significant advantages that
are ideal for various key merits.

“Ballastless tracks are more ro-
bust and require less mainte-
nance compared to traditional
tracks. The absence of  ballast
eliminates issues like ballast
degradation and shifting, which
can cause track misalignment,”

they pointed out.
The materials used in bal-

lastless tracks, such as concrete
and steel, provide a longer serv-
ice life, making them a more
sustainable option for tunnels.

Without ballast, the track
structure is more rigid, ensuring
consistent alignment and re-
ducing the risk of  derailment.
This stability is especially cru-
cial in tunnel environments
where space is confined.

Ballastless tracks can handle
higher loads, making them suit-
able for high-speed rail or heavy
freight traffic that may pass
through tunnels. The robust de-
sign and construction of  bal-
lastless tracks mean that they re-
quire less frequent maintenance.
This is particularly beneficial
in tunnels, where access for
maintenance work is often more
challenging and costly.

ECoR adopts ballastless track
technology in new projects

India successfully
flight tests GAURAV
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Balasore, August 13: India
Tuesday successfully test-fired
a Long Range Glide Bomb
(LRGB), GAURAV, from the Su-
30 MK-I platform of  the Indian
Air Force off  the Odisha coast.

The test was organised by the
Defence  Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO).

GAURAV is an air-launched
1,000 kg class glide bomb capa-
ble of  hitting targets at long dis-
tances. After being launched,
the glide bomb steers towards the
target using a highly accurate hy-
brid navigation scheme with a
combination of  INS and GPS
data. GAURAV has been designed
and developed indigenously by
the Research Centre Imarat (RCI),
Hyderabad, defence sources said.

During the flight test, the
glide bomb hit the target erected
at Long Wheeler's island with
pinpoint accuracy, they said
adding that complete flight data
during the test launch was cap-
tured by Telemetry and Electro
optical tracking systems de-
ployed by Integrated Test Range
along the coastline.

The flight was monitored by
senior DRDO scientists. Adani
Defence and Bharat Forge, the
Development cum Production
Partners also participated dur-
ing the flight trial, they said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh complimented DRDO,
IAF and industry for the suc-
cessful flight test.

He termed it as a major mile-
stone in the country's effort in
developing indigenous defence
t e ch n o l o g i e s  fo r  f u r t h e r
strengthening the capability of
the Armed Forces.

I-DAY PREP: Full dress rehearsal at Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday, ahead of Independence Day   PIC: MANORANJAN MISHRA
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INDEX                         VARIATION
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Humidity 81% 85%
Rainfall Nil Nil

Forecast
Partly cloudy 

sky with
one/two spells

of rain

27.5°

AFFIDAVIT
In the court of  Executive
Magistrate, Bhadrak  I,
Bharat Chandra Padhi,
aged  42 years, Son of  Late
Jadunath Padhi,  At. -
Taragana, Po: Ganjeibadi,
District. - Bhadrak declare
That BHARAT CHANDRA
PADHI  & in Aadhaar
Bharat Chandra Pradhan
is the same and one
person.

BEFORE THE NOTARY
PUBLIC,  MALKANGIRI,
I, Bijaya Panda, age 47
Yrs. Son of  Baikuntha
Panda, resident High-tech
Colony, Malkangiri,
P.O./P.S./Dist.- Malkangiri
do hereby solemnly affirm
and state on oath as
follows.                  That my
actual name is Bijaya
Panda but I changed it
from  BIJAYA PANDA to
BIJAYA KUMAR PANDA.
That  Bijaya Panda and
Bijaya Kumar Panda is
one and same person. And
Bijaya Kumar Panda is
regularise in all purposes.
That  I swear this affidavit
in order to publicity my
name as Bijaya Kumar
Panda in local daily
newspaper.

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT Lack of  awareness, deep-rooted

superstitions, and myths are
behind India’s severe organ
wastage crisis that leads to the
loss of  vital organs annually,
said experts Tuesday on World
Organ Donation Day. 

World Organ Donation Day is
observed every year August 13 to
raise awareness about the im-
portance of  organ donation and
to dispel myths surrounding it. 

India’s cadaver organ dona-
tion rate has been abysmally
low and stands at less than one
per million people in the coun-
try. In stark contrast, Western
countries have 70-80 per cent de-
ceased organ donation. 

“India faces a severe organ
wastage crisis, losing approxi-
mately 2 lakh kidneys and other
vital organs annually due to a
lack of  awareness, deep-rooted
superstitions, and myths sur-
rounding brain death,” Tanima
Das Bhattacharya, Consultant
- Nephrologist and Kidney
Transplant, Narayana Health,
Kolkata, told IANS. 

Bhattacharya added that the
“loss is compounded by the fail-
ure to properly identify and
certify brain deaths in hospitals,
significantly reducing the coun-
try’s organ donation rates de-
spite the availability of  poten-
tial donors.” 

The experts noted that even
with recent directives from the
Union Health Ministry to im-
prove documentation of  brain
stem deaths, the cadaver organ

donation rate remains alarm-
ingly low -- less than one donor
per million population per year. 

“In a country as populous as
India, it is a tragic irony that
thousands of  life-saving organs
go to waste each year. The gap
between the number of  available
organs and the patients in need
is vast, and the wastage of  viable
organs due to logistical and sys-
temic challenges is a critical issue
that demands immediate atten-
tion,” Rajesh Aggarwal, Director,
Nephrolog y and Kidney
Transplant, Sri Balaji Action
Medical  Institute,  Delhi,  
told IANS. 

Suganthi Iyer, Director-Legal
and Medical ,  PD Hinduja
Hospital and Medical Research
Centre added that organ wastage

in India can be significantly re-
duced by addressing the lack of
awareness among healthcare
professionals and the public,
particularly in rural areas, about
organ donation post-brain 
stem death. 

“Additionally, increasing the
number of  hospitals registered
as Non-Transplant Organ
Retrieval Centers (NTORC) is
crucial. Focused training for
healthcare workers and com-
munity outreach can further help
curb wastage,” she told IANS. 

Citing the example of  Spain,
Bhattacharya suggested shifting
India’s focus from Donors after
Brain Death (DBD) to Donors
after Circulatory Death (DCD).
This has huge potential to curb
organ wastage, he noted.      IANS

WORLD ORGAN DONATION DAY

India faces a severe organ wastage crisis, say experts

Suraj Award for 10 organ donors 
Bhubaneswar: Health and Family
Welfare (H&FW) department
hosted an event to honour organ
donors and their families at Lok
Seva Bhawan here, Tuesday.  The
event was organised in memory
of late Suraj Behera, who saved
six lives by donating his organs
in 2019. Every year on the occa-
sion of World Organ Donation Day, state level ‘Suraj Award’ is given to the
donors. Health Minister Mukesh Mahaling, while attending the event, said,
“Families of all the deceased who have decided to donate organs of their loved
ones are a source of inspiration for us. The Suraj award will definitely encourage
the people of the state to donate organs.” ‘Suraj Award’ and cash prize of 
`5 lakh was given to the families of ten organ donors including Late Krishna
Panda of Berhampur, Late Damayanti Mohanta of Keonjhar, Late Ajit Kumar
Chowdhury and Late Pratyush Panigarhi of Balasore, Late Om Sibu of
Kendrapada, Late Subojit Sahu and Late Krishna Chandra Mahabhoi of
Bhubaneswar, Late Sanjukta Patra of Keonjhar, Late Kahnu Nayak of Khurda and
Late Birendra Prasad Swain of Jagatsinghpur. 

Free eye check-up at RSC
Bhubaneswar: Regional Science
Centre (RSC), in association with
Dr Agarwal’s Eye Hospital and
SUM Ultimate Medicare
(SUMUM) observed the World
Organ Donation Day (WODD) at
RSC campus here, Tuesday. On
the occasion, a free eye check-
up camp for the general public
and interactive sessions spreading awareness about organ donation was organ-
ised. SUMUM organ transplant coordinator Anindita Sabath hosted an interactive
session and highlighted the importance of organ donation in saving and trans-
forming the life of the recipient. In another session, squint and cataract surgeon
Chandra Shekhar Sahoo interacted with the participating students to make them
aware about how the donated eyes can be used to restore vision in people suffer-
ing from corneal blindness. RSC project coordinator Kapil Jain stressed on the sig-
nificance of the day, themed ‘Be the Reason for Someone’s Smile Today’. Around
200 students from different institutes participated in the programme. 

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, August 13: In a
bid to facilitate easy payment
of  electricity bills at the Gram
Panchayat (GP) level, the state
government, in collaboration
with Tata Power Limited,
Tuesday launched a portal named
Gover nment  Consumer
Management System (GCMS)
and mobile application.

In an event, Deputy Chief
Minister KV Singh Deo along
with Rural Development Minister
Rabi Narayan Naik inaugurated
the website and the app.

Singh Deo expressed his grat-
itude to the Panchayati Raj and

Drinking Water department,
National Informatics Centre
(NIC), and Tata Power Limited
for their collective efforts.

On the occasion, Naik di-
rected the officials to imple-
ment the system properly in
the concerned areas.

The portal was jointly devel-
oped by the Energy Department,
Panchayati Raj and Drinking
Water department, NIC and Tata
Power Limited, the officials said.

According to them, the ini-
tiative aims to provide uninter-
rupted road lighting and drink-
ing water supply facilities to
rural areas, with a focus on trans-
parency and accountability. 

“Integrated with the e-Gram
Swaraj online platform, the por-
tal enables Panchayats to eas-
ily access, approve, and pay elec-
tricity bills within a day, using
a secure OTP system,” they said.

“The system will be used for the
management of  grants provided
by the Central and State Finance
Commissions,” they added.

The gover nment spends
about `250 crore annually on
electricity bills for street lights
and drinking water supply,
among others, across the pan-
chayats but delayed payments
and lack of  a streamlined mon-
itoring system have led to 
arrears, officials said.

The streamlined process is ex-
pected to significantly reduce ar-
rears and improve overall effi-
ciency in bill payments, they said.

The application has already
been successfully tested in three
village panchayats- Dhauli,
Andharua and Mendhasala - of
Bhubaneswar block in Khurda
district, receiving positive feed-
back from stakeholders.

HASSLE-FREE ELECTRICITY BILL PAYMENTS

GCMS portal & mobile 
app launched at GP level

FESTIVAL PREP: An artisan busy preparing decorative items for swings ahead of Jhulana Yatra in Puri, Tuesday OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh/Bhubaneswar,
August 13: In order to ensure
good crop yields throughout the
year, Odisha Mineral Bearing
Areas Development Corporation
(OMBADC) is financially sup-
porting Sundargarh district to
construct farm ponds to provide
irrigation facility to farmlands. 

According to OMBADC, a total
of  262 farm ponds have been ex-
cavated in the district, out of
which 238 projects are being im-
plemented by the Directorate of
Horticulture, while the re-
maining 24 projects are carried
out by the Directorate of  Soil
Conservation and Watershed
Development. 

Notably, the tribal majority
district is surrounded by hills and
forests which support the agri-
cultural community that culti-
vates various seasonal crops
alongside paddy. 

“We were not able to grow
crops due to water problem. But
the situation has improved now

on account of  farm pond con-
struction. Now, I grow diverse
crops including vegetables and
sell them earning a profit of
around `1 lakh annually,” said
Sanjukta Patel, a beneficiary
from Mang aspur  vi l la g e,

Tangarpali block.
“After identification of  the

beneficiaries, necessary support
is provided to the farmers for
excavation of  farm ponds. The
initiative has not only ensured
sustainable livelihood for the

farmers but also brought no-
table improvement to their liv-
ing standard,” an official said.

The construction of  farm
ponds has prevented the farm-
land from remaining under-pro-
ductive. With water stored in
the ponds throughout the year,
farmers are able to cultivate a va-
riety of  crops and earn decent
income by selling them.

Experts said, “Climate change
is disrupting monsoon patterns,
leading to erratic rainfall in var-
ious regions. Whatever rainfall
occurs, most of  the water flows
into the rivers and sea.”

Meanwhile, various projects
including water harvesting,
check dams and solar-powered
deep borewells are underway in
the district.

OMBADC’s initiative for better crop cultivation
According to OMBADC, 
a total of 262 farm 
ponds have been 
excavated in the district

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, August 13:
BJD president and Leader of
Opposition in Assembly Naveen
Patnaik, Tuesday appealed to all
the citizens to maintain peace
and harmony in the state where
a l l e g at i o n s  o f  at ro c i t i e s  
surfaced against a section 
of  the people.

In an X post, the former chief
minister said Odisha is a state
where communal harmony and
peace existed for ages.

“Many groups and aggrieved
citizens have met me and ex-
pressed their concerns. It is sad
that they are being victims of
attacks and discrimination,”
Patnaik said in the post.

“But it is a matter of  concern
that now there are reports of  so-
cial unrest in different parts of
the state,” he said.

While appealing to all the
communities to protect the
image and dignity of  Odisha,

Patnaik suggested that every-
one work towards maintaining
law and order, the security of
people’s property and life, as a
peaceful state.

The former five-time chief
minister also urged the gov-
ernment and all government of-
ficials to take all possible steps
to protect the people from all
walks of  life.

Notably, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
Sunday requested her Odisha
counterpart Mohan Charan
Majhi to look into alleged inci-
dents of  assault on labourers
from the state there.

Patnaik urges all
to maintain peace 

Workshop held on
Swachh Survekshan
Bhubaneswar: A zonal level workshop
on Swachh Survekshan was organised
by Housing and Urban Development
department for the urban local bodies
(ULBs) under Southern Revenue
Divisional at Gopalpur in Berhampur,
Tuesday. On the occasion, municipal
commissioners, executive officers
along with the engineers and sanitation
officials from thirty eight ULBs partici-
pated in the workshop. “It’s time to
work dedicatedly and wholeheartedly
to make Odisha the cleanest state of
the nation. In order to achieve this mile-
stone, all ULBs have to put best efforts
without leaving any stone unturned,”
said Rajesh Prabhakar Patil, Special
Secretary and Mission Director, Swachh
Bharat Mission (Urban).

Woman claims to be
conman’s legal wife
DEBADURLLAV HARICHANDAN, OP

Bhubaneswar, August 13: In yet
another dramatic twist to the
ongoing saga of  a conman ar-
rested for duping over 50 women
in the pretext of  marriage, a
woman claimed to be the legal
wife of  accused before Capital
Police Monday night.

DCP Bhubaneswar Prateek
Singh said the alleged woman has
registered a case against the ac-
cused, Satyajit Samal. The woman’s
name meanwhile is also mentioned
in Samal’s passports as his wife. 

In a bid to substantiate her
claims, the woman has alleged
that she has the credentials of
bank accounts and UPI accounts
owned by Samal, Singh said. 

Singh said that the cops have
traced over `50 lakh duped by
Samal from victims by imper-
sonating as a cop. He even made
advance payments for booking
two-SUVs in a local showroom.
A special team of  Capital police
is quizzing the showroom staff
to uncover more details, he added.



POST NEWS NETWORK

Pattamundai, August 13: The
mutilated body of  a woman who
was dragged away by a croco-
dile in the Brahmani river
Monday afternoon was recov-
ered Tuesday morning. The body
was found approximately six
kilometres away from where she
was attacked by the crocodile.
The deceased has been identified
as Manjulata Bhanja from
Alapuadia village under this
tehsil in Kendrapara district.

According to  re por ts,
Manjulata had gone to the
Brahmani river to wash uten-
sils after lunch Monday after-
noon. While she was washing
the utensils by the riverbank, a
crocodile suddenly attacked her
and dragged her into the river.
When she did not return home
for a long time, her family mem-
bers became worried and started
searching for her along the river-

bank. They found her utensils
and slippers lying near the river-
bank, which led them to suspect
that she might have been at-
tacked by a crocodile. 

Despite extensive searches
using a boat, Manjulata’s family
members were unable to find
her and informed the local ad-
ministration and police. The
local administration, police, and
fire brigade personnel launched
a search operation in the river,
but due to the darkness, they
couldn't locate Manjulata. 

Tuesday morning, Manjulata’s
mutilated body was found caught
in a fishing net in the river near
Kulhasahi Ashram School in
Penthapala. Her family was im-
mediately informed. Upon re-
ceiving the news, her family

members, along with police and
fire brigade personnel reached
the spot and recovered her body. 
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, August 13: Funds
of  over `700 crore belonging to
the District Mineral Foundation
(DMF) in this district have been
misappropriated or spent by var-
ious departments without the
approval of  the trust board,
sources alleged Tuesday. The
matter became public after ac-
tivist Subhakanta Nayak filed
an application to get informa-
tion about how the money has
been spent under the Right to
Information Act (RTI). 

After he received the infor-
mation, Nayak subsequently
lodged a complaint with Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi,
Chief  Secretary Manoj Ahuja
and various other departments.
In the copies he pointed out that
in many cases funds have been
spent without inviting tenders
and observing DMF guidelines.
He stated that large amounts have
been sanctioned for departments
that do not have the right to use
DMF funds. Sources said that if
a proper investigation is carried
out, the misappropriation amount
could well be over ̀ 2,000 crore. On

receipt of  the complaint, Ahuja
has asked the collector of  this
district to conduct a probe and sub-
mit a report.

Sources said funds worth 
`250.41 crore has been sanctioned
from DMF, Keonjhar to the dis-
trict education officer, `18.61
crore to OREDA, Bhubaneswar,
`48.20 crore to chief  develop-
ment officer, Zilla Parishad,
Keonjhar, `5 crore to district
welfare office, ̀ 14.55 crore to the
district employment exchange,
`31.10 crore to the district fish-
ery office, `31.79 crore to the
chief  district veterinary officer

(CDVO), `28.68 crore to the
Sericulture department, `88.55
crore to the office of  the district
Horticulture department, `8.38
crore to the executive engineer
of  Odisha Lift  Ir rig ation
Corporation, `3.5 crore to the
office of  the chief  agriculture of-
ficer and ̀ 59.81 crore to the dis-
trict Social Welfare department.
However, the highest amount of
`102.89 crore has been sanctioned
to the office of  the district proj-
ect coordinator. Similarly ̀ 42.50
lakh have been sanctioned to
district manager, OFDC. 

Nayak in his application has

sought information on how these
funds have been spent. He stated
that the concerned departments
have not provided any infor-
mation about the utilization of
money. He has demanded strin-
gent action against officials if
they are found guilty of  misap-
propriation.    

Officials meanwhile informed,
that these funds have been spent
to provide scholarship to meri-
torious students, purchase of
study and allied materials for
schools, solar light systems, smart
projectors for panchayat libraries,
street lights, fish cultivation, es-
tablishment of  mega poultry
farms, afforestation programmes,
agriculture, crèche and towards
expenditure for millet mission. 

Sources alleged that funds are
usually sanctioned at meetings
of  the DMF trust board. They
pointed out that trust board does
not have meetings on a regular
basis. So it is all the more sur-
prising as to how funds for var-
ious departments have been
sanctioned. They added that
funds are being misused as some
temporary officials are in charge
of  the DMF. 

Misappropriation of DMF funds alleged 
Over `700 crore spent without inviting tenders or approval of the trust board

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rourkela, August 13:
Tata  Power  Wester n
Odisha Distribution
Limited (TPWODL), a joint
venture  between the
Odisha government and
Tata Power, has dedicated
its Udit Nagar electrical
sub-division exclusively to
women employees to pro-
mote gender equality
within the organisation.

To celebrate this initia-
tive, a launch event was

recently held at TPWODL’s
Udit Nagar electrical sub-
division. By transforming
this sub-division into a
women-only workspace,
the Discom is reinforcing
its commitment to foster-
ing an inclusive culture
and providing equal op-
portunities for all em-
ployees, officials said.

Since the sub-divisional
officer, junior engineer,
commercial officer, and
staff  across all four sec-
tion offices are women em-

ployees, it has been named
‘Team Tejaswini’.

Pallavi Nayak, Joint
Commissioner of  the
Rourkela  Municipal
Corporation (RMC), ex-
tended her best wishes to
‘Team Tejaswini’,  ex-
pressing hope that the team
would establish a unique
identity in electricity dis-
tribution not only in
Rourkela but throughout
western Odisha.

TPWODL CEO Praveen
Kumar Verma highlighted
that this milestone repre-
sents a significant ad-
vancement in the company’s
commitment to gender di-
versity and inclusivity.

“By dedicating the elec-
trical sub-division exclu-
sively to women, we are
not only promoting a more
balanced workplace but
also empowering our
women employees to lead
and innovate,” he said. 

Women to manage electrical
sub-division in Rourkela

PNN & AGENCIES

Jajpur, August 13: A 22-year-old man al-
legedly died by suicide after failing to repay
loans he had taken from people after suf-
fering losses to the tune of  lakhs of  ru-
pees in mobile games, police stated here
Monday. The deceased, identified as
Srinivasa Nayak alias Lincoln, was the
only son of  Brajabandhu Nayak. He used
to work for a private mining company. 

The incident happened Sunday night in
Kadubani village under the jurisdiction of
Kaliapani police station, a police officer said.
He added that the deceased used to play on-
line games on his mobile phone and in
the process suffered huge financial losses.

Lincoln had dinner with his family
before going to his bedroom Sunday
night. When he did not wake up next
morning, the concerned family mem-
bers knocked on his door. After not get-

ting any response they broke open the door
of  Lincoln’s room and found his body
hanging from the ceiling. 

To mitigate the losses he incurred due
to online gaming, Lincoln had taken
loans from various self-help groups in his
village through his mother. Facing re-
lentless pressure from moneylenders to
repay the debts, Lincoln took the drastic
step to end his life, police said. 

The police later recovered the body and
sent it for post-mortem. After register-
ing a case of  unnatural death, police have
initiated an investigation to ascertain the
circumstances leading to Lincoln’s suicide.

“We are investigating the case to
ascertain the circumstances leading
to the suicide of  the youth. We are
also examining his bank records,
which may shed further light on the
reasons behind his tragic decision,”
said a senior police officer.

Mobile game addiction
leads to youth’s suicide 

2 years RI for two
wildlife criminals  
PNN & AGENCIES

Sonepur, August 13: Sonepur
Sub-Divisional  Judicial
Magistrate convicted Tuesday
two wildlife criminals under
Section 51 of  the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, and sen-
tenced them to two years of  rig-
orous imprisonment (RI) and
slapped a penalty of  `10,000 on
each of  them. The judge ordered
that in default of  the fine amount,
the two convicts would further
undergo another six months in
prison. 

According to the prosecution,
STF personnel apprehended the
two persons on the road near

Rajakothi (Mahanadi bridge) in
Subarnapur district while they
were  proceeding towards
Birmaharajpur. While con-
ducting a search on their be-
longings, the STF recovered one
live pangolin and pangolin scales. 

During the investigation, the
seized pangolin was handed over
to the Forest department, and
the pangolin scales were sent to
the Wild Life Institute of  India,
Dehradun, for biological and
chemical examination. The
charge sheet was submitted
against the two accused under
Section 379/411/120-B IPC r/w. 51
of  the Wild Life Protection Act,
1972. During the trial, the pros-
ecution examined seven wit-
nesses  and exhibited  30  
documents. 

Officials of  the STF said that
this is the seventh case where the
accused persons have been con-
victed under the Wildli fe
Protection Act, and this is the
first case where the accused per-
sons were convicted for pos-
sessing a live pangolin. Efforts
are on to name more such crim-
inals, the STF said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Joda, August 13: Acting on a tip-
off, Forest department officials
here nabbed a youth from
Jharkhand and rescued eight
parrots of  an endangered species
from his possession. The youth was
selling the birds near the main bus
stand in this town of  Keonjhar
district. As selling of  birds of
any endangered species is ille-
gal, Forest department officials ar-
rested him. The accused was
identified as Raja Alam, a resi-
dent of  Ranchi. A case was reg-
istered in this connection and the
accused was produced in court. 

The breakthrough in the case
came after Champua ACF
Akshaya Kumar Chhatria was
tipped off  and he directed Forest
department officials to conduct

a raid and nab the accused.  
Joda forester Trinath Jena

said that the seized parrots be-
long to the ‘Rose-Ringed Parakeet’
species which is on the verge of
extinction. Raja was living at a
rented house here and was ille-

gally trading in various wildlife
and birds for which his activities
were under scanner for a long
time. Further investigation will
be conducted to ascertain the
reach and extent of  this illegal
trade, the official added. 

Youth held for selling
parrots of rare species

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh, August 13:Gopal Sahu,
the actor who played the char-
acter of  ‘Kansa Maharaja’ at the
famous ‘Bargarh Dhanu Yatra’,
passed away Tuesday. He was 70.

Sahu, who had been suffer-
ing from diabetes, was under-
going treatment at a hospital
here, family members said.
Following his demise, a large
number of  people gathered at
his residence in Barpali to pay
their last respects. 

Born in Bolangir district, Sahu
gained widespread recognition
for portraying the character of
‘Kansa Maharaja’ at the ‘Bargarh
Dhanu Yatra’. He performed the
iconic role for 25 years. His per-
formance attracted huge crowds,
and his presence, along with his
sharp wit, left an indelible mark
on the audience. Sahu played
the iconic character 23 times in
two phases from 1984 to 2008. 

Ex-‘Kansa Maharaja’
Gopal Sahu no more
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KEONJHAR DISTRICT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhanjanagar, August 13:
Twenty students belonging to
Galeri High School under this
block in Ganjam district suf-
fered injuries after being struck
by lightning Tuesday afternoon.
The condition of  one student is
critical, officials said.  

Eye-witnesses said that the stu-
dents of  Galeri High School were
studying inside the classroom
when they were struck by light-
ning. They lost their senses and
collapsed. 

They were rushed by the
school authorities to the Galeri
hospital for treatment. After
getting preliminary treatment
all the injured students dis-
charged from hospital while
one girl student whose condition
is critical still undergoing treat-
ment at the hospital, officials at
the hospital said. 

20 students hurt
in lightning strike

Mutilated body of woman found
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T he world’s richest and possibly, in near future, it’s most power-
ful man featured in a rare interview that had not only a pan-
American, but also global audience recently. Tech titan Elon

Musk let the US presidential candidate Donald Trump use his X
platform and add a new dimension to his electoral campaign, spin-
ning conspiracy theories and launching anti-immigration campaign.
It was an attempt to win sympathy from American voters and at the
same time project himself  as a rough and tough person fit to lead the
country. Musk helped Trump’s image-building task by lauding him
for his “courage” in the face of  the recent attempt on his life. This
was the much needed shot in the arm for Trump who was taken off
guard by President Joe Biden’s late decision to withdraw from the
contest and let his deputy, Kamala Harris, take his place. This robbed
Trump’s campaign team much of  the fire power reserved for Biden.
The interview by Musk is thus being seen as an attempt to slow the
rise of  Democratic nominee Harris.

In fact, the mega show marked an extraordinary chapter in a
presidential campaign which is likely to turn the contest into a bit-
terly fought one with the promise of  a nail-biting finish. The former
president has been struggling to take on Harris who has been get-
ting record donations. At one stage Trump repeated his charge
against Harris that “she is a believer in being radical left.” The in-
terview revealed that Trump is jittery as he said without a shred of
evidence that Biden had been illegally ousted to make way for
Harris. He even went to the length of  accusing Harris of  engineer-
ing a “coup of  the President of  the United States.”

Musk has been a critic of  Trump, but of  late he seems to have made
up his differences with him. He at once agreed with Trump that Kamala
Harris was a radical leftist and sought to massage his ego by implying
that he was strong and the US needs such a leader as its President.

The high profile interview itself  is a media coup of  sorts in that no
media campaign can match it. Musk turned into a Trump apologist and
left no one in doubt that he wants to see him win a second term. “You
are the path to prosperity. And I think Kamala is the opposite,” he told
Trump. It was a rank partisan interview that gives a broad hint that
Musk’s business interests merge with Trump’s political interests.

In fact, Trump told Musk during the interview that once he wins the
election he could use his service in the government. It appeared Musk
is keen on securing favourable treatment from the next administration
for advancing his huge business interests. For this he willingly provided
the Republican nominee an audience of  at least 1.3 million concurrent
listeners at the worst moment of  his campaign so far. And he pre-
dicted at least 100 million people would consume the content in the com-
ing days. Musk’s companies, including SpaceX, a key player in the US
space programme, and Tesla, which makes electric vehicles, can be hit
if  a victorious Trump makes policies not favourable to Musk’s inter-
ests. In fact, Trump had reservations about Musk’s electric car productions,
but he has softened his stand on it.

The entire conversation runs the risk of  being a clash of  potential
conflicts of  interest. It is to be seen how Team Harris offers a counter
challenge.

H ere’s a newsflash: there’s
a whole lot of  discrimi-
nation in the world. Job

seekers often face discrimina-
tion and so do people looking for
housing. It’s not just landlords
who discriminate -- it’s also ten-
ants looking for roommates. 

If  you’re a female looking to
share your apartment with an-
other female, that’s perfectly
okay. But if  you’re limiting your-
self  to roommates of  a particu-
lar race or religion, please allow
me to point out the error of  your
ways.

Speaking from personal ex-
perience, the race or religion of
your roommate doesn’t matter,
because as you spend time with
your roommate over a period of
months, living in close quarters
and sharing everything from
cooking utensils to appliances,
you will only grow to hate them.

If  your roommate is a mirror
image of  you, you are even more
likely to hate them, because they
will have all the disgusting habits
you do. Even if  you don't think
your habits are disgusting, just
wait till you see another person
doing them. 

Okay, perhaps you will not

hate all your roommates. Perhaps
you will even love one or two. But
living together in close quarters
does not lend itself  to mutual
affection. Trust me, many a mar-
riage could have been saved if  the
couples did not live together.

I’ve had roommates who were
white, black and brown, and it
didn’t take me long to realise
that the only race that really
matters is the race to the bath-
room in the morning. The per-
son who gets there first doesn’t
have to worry about the hot water
running out. The person who
gets there second has to worry
about running out of  four-let-
ter words.

Even if  you’re lucky enough
to have your own bedroom and
bathroom, there’s a good chance
you’ll have to share the kitchen
and living room. There’s plenty
of  opportunity for conflict, es-
pecially if  one of  you is like
Russia and inclined to take things
that don’t belong to you.

If  you live with someone who’s
different from you, at least you’ll
learn something about their
background or culture. You might
be exposed to new cuisine, new
music and new ways of  getting

under a roommate’s skin. 
Even landlords can learn some-

thing from their tenants, but
many of  them think they’re bet-
ter off  renting to people of  their
own race, ethnicity or religion.
This is legal in India, but not in
all countries. I’ve come across sev-
eral posts on Reddit in which
prospective tenants in Canada
have complained about dis-
criminatory ads placed by peo-
ple of  Indian origin. 

Here, for example, is the actual
wording from an ad shared on
Reddit for an $800 room in
Calgary: “Room for rent for 1
person, pricing includes utili-
ties. Laundry allowed 2 times a
week and no cooking allowed.
... Bus stop 5 min away. Parking
space available if  required.
Preferably looking for Sikh boy.”

I showed this ad to an Indian
friend and he was absolutely
shocked. “I can’t believe the land-
lord is doing this,” he said. “How
can they prevent people from
cooking?”

“Didn’t you notice the blatant
discrimination?”

“Yes, they are discriminating
against people who eat.”

“No, I’m talking about the last

line.”
“It is not discrimination. It is

just stating a preference. The
landlord is not saying Christians,
Muslims and Hindus should not
respond. The landlord is just
saying that if  Christians,
Muslims and Hindus do not re-
spond, it would be preferable.”

“But isn’t it illegal to have
preferences like this?”

“Everyone has preferences.
At least this landlord is open
about it.”

“You are giving them credit for
openly stating their preference?”

“Yes, it is better to know peo-
ple’s preferences ahead of  time.
That way, you can avoid land-
lords like this.”

“But there is a shortage of
housing. People need places to
stay. They can’t keep avoiding
landlords.”

“I have avoided landlords all
my life.”

“How have you done that?”
“By remaining in my parents’

house.”
“But don’t they prefer that

you move to your own place?”
“Perhaps they do. But thank-

fully they don’t state their pref-
erences.”

DEEPENING TURMOIL
V

iolent student-led,
Islamist-backed
protests in Bangladesh
have toppled Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina’s gov-
ernment, and mob attacks tar-
geting those viewed as sup-
porters of  her secular Awami
League party – in particular,
the country’s dwindling Hindu
minority – are proliferating. At
a time when neighbouring
Myanmar is engulfed in vio-
lence  and the  Pakistan-
Afghanistan belt remains fertile
ground for cross-border ter-
rorism, political upheaval in
Bangladesh, two years after the
overthrow of  Sri Lanka’s gov-
ernment, is the last thing India,
the regional power, needs.

Achieving lasting political
stability in South Asia would
require entrenching democracy.
But this is no easy feat. India
notwithstanding, the region re-
mains in thrall to longstanding
autocratic traditions and cen-
tralisation of  power. Hasina, for
example, had become autocratic
during her more than 15 years
in office. In this context, popu-
lar demands for democracy are
far more likely to lead to vio-
lence and political chaos than to
smooth political transitions.

As Hasina has shown, auto-
cratic leaders do not necessar-
ily survive popular challenges
to their rule. Consider the chaos
that engulfed Sri Lanka in 2022,
when a severe economic crisis
triggered mass protests against
the Rajapaksa brothers’ dy-
nastic, un-democratic regime.
Though President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, like Hasina, initially
unleashed a violent crackdown,
his opponents proved too pow-
erful. Like Hasina, he gave up
and fled the country, without
even formally resigning. Sri
Lankan protesters then occu-
pied the presidential palace,
much as Bangladeshi mobs have
ransacked Hasina’s sprawling
official residence.

But when an autocrat is top-
pled, it is often the military – not
a democratic government – that
takes over, even if  behind a civil-
ian facade. Bangladesh is no ex-
ception. The military has at-
tempted at least two dozen coups
since the country’s violent birth

in 1971, and ruled for a number
of  extended periods since its 1975
assassination of  Bangladesh’s
charismatic founding leader,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Hasina, who is Rahman’s
daughter, stood out for her suc-
cess at keeping the military
(and Islamists) in check, at least
until last week, when the army
chief  refused to continue sup-
porting her crackdown on ram-
paging protesters. The military
then facilitated her escape to
India and established an in-
terim government of  civilian
“advisers” who have little ex-
perience with national issues.

To be sure, some South Asian
countries have made some
progress toward democracy. In
particular, Bhutan’s democratic
transition is proceeding apace,
thanks to a benevolent king who
has supported the transition
from a traditional monarchy to
a parliamentary system. Earlier
this year, the country’s fourth na-
tional election brought an op-
position party to power.

But elections alone – even if
competitive – do not guarantee
popular empowerment or ad-
herence to constitutional rules,
especially when the military
holds decisive power. Consider
Pakistan, which held elections
earlier this year. The military’s
preferred candidate, Shehbaz
Sharif, returned as prime min-
ister, but his government will
survive only at the pleasure of
the country’s effective ruler, the
army chief. Until the rule of  law

is firmly entrenched and those
wielding extra-constitutional
power are unequivocally reined
in, democratic progress will re-
main limited and reversible.

Myanmar learned this the
hard way. Though the military
had called the shots in the coun-
try since independence in 1948,
it began ceding power to a nas-
cent civilian government in
2015, filling the country with
hope for a democratic future.
But in February 2021 – barely six
years later – it staged a coup. This
time, however, resistance has
proved intense, and heavily
armed insurgent groups – some
receiving “non-lethal aid” from
the United States – are manag-
ing to expand their territorial
control. In response, the military
junta has stepped up punitive air
strikes and artillery barrages.

The violence and deepening
humanitarian crisis are fuel-
ing  instabi l i ty  beyond
Myanmar’s borders. Already,
more than 32,000 ethnic Chin
have sought refuge in India’s
Mizoram state, and thousands
more have fled to the state of
Manipur, where their arrival
has stoked violent ethnic conflict.
And it is not just the Chin: India
is also home to millions of  illegal
immigrants from Bangladesh,
whose ranks are set to grow as
desperate Hindus flee Islamist
attacks against them.

When it comes to security
risks, immigration is just the be-
ginning. Political turbulence
in the Maldives – which began

in 2012, when Islamist radicals
forced the country’s democrat-
ically elected president to re-
sign at gunpoint – has enabled
China to gain a foothold in
India’s maritime backyard. This
year, China signed a military
pact with the Maldives and
docked a giant marine research
ship in a Maldivian port.
Meanwhile, Islamist radicals
are expanding their grassroots
base, establishing ISIS and al-
Qaeda cells on the archipelago.

Mounting economic pressures
compound the security risks.
Pakistan has repeatedly sought
International Monetary Fund
bailouts in recent years. And
Hasina’s overthrow could usher
in hard times for the once-boom-
ing Bangladeshi economy, as
the country’s foreign reserves
dwindle rapidly. None of  this
is conducive to regional pros-
perity. As long as South Asian
countries remain plagued by
political instability, strong and
sustainable economic growth
will remain elusive.

The difficulty of  maintaining
political stability and advancing
democratisation can also be seen
in Nepal – a country with which
India has close cultural and his-
torical ties. Last month, the coun-
try swore in its 14th government
in just 16 years, led by four-time
prime minister, KP Sharma Oli,
of  the pro-China Marxist-Leninist
Party. Oli, who spent years in
jail in the 1970s and 1980s for
waging war against the state, is
Nepal’s fifth head of  government
in five years, having replaced
another former communist guer-
rilla, Pushpa Kamal Dahal.

All of  this puts India, the
world's largest democracy and
South Asia’s geographical hub,
in a difficult situation. It must
minimise the spillover effects of
political and economic insta-
bility in its neighbourhood, even
as it continues to seek economic
and strategic partnerships far
beyond its troubled region.

The writer is Professor
Emeritus of  Strategic

Studies at the New Delhi-
based Center for Policy

Research and Fellow at the
Robert Bosch Academy in

Berlin. ©PROJECT SYNDICATe 
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India must minimise the spillover effects of political
and economic instability in its neighbourhood, even

as it continues to seek economic and strategic 
partnerships far beyond its troubled region 

Where is the goat?

There were these two guys out
hiking when they came upon

an old, abandoned mine shaft.
Curious about its depth they threw
in a pebble and waited for the sound
of it striking the bottom, but they
heard nothing. They went and got a
bigger rock, threw it in and waited.
Still nothing. They searched the area
for something larger and came upon a
railroad tie. With great difficulty, the
two men carried it to the opening and
threw it in. While waiting for it to hit
bottom, a goat suddenly darted
between them and leapt into the hole!

The guys were still standing there
with astonished looks upon their
faces from the actions of the goat
when a man walked up to them.
He asked them if they had seen a
goat anywhere in the area and
they said that one had just jumped
into the mine shaft in front of
them! The man replied, "Oh no.
That couldn't be my goat, mine
was tied to a railroad tie."

A God who cannot smile, could
not have created this humorous
universe

SRI AUROBINDO

ACHIEVING
LASTING 

POLITICAL 
STABILITY IN
SOUTH ASIA

WOULD REQUIRE
ENTRENCHING

DEMOCRACY.
BUT THIS IS NO

EASY FEAT

Brahma Chellaney

WISDOM CORNER
Nations, like stars, are entitled to eclipse. All is well, provided the
light returns and the eclipse does not become endless night. Dawn
and resurrection are synonymous. The reappearance of the light is
the same as the survival of the soul.

VICTOR HUGO

Remember not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far
more difficult still, to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting
moment.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

I do not think that there is any other quality so essential to success
of any kind as the quality of perseverance. It overcomes almost
everything, even nature.

JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER

SOUTH ASIA 

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

IF YOU LIVE WITH
SOMEONE WHO’S
DIFFERENT FROM

YOU, AT LEAST
YOU’LL LEARN

SOMETHING
ABOUT THEIR

BACKGROUND OR
CULTURE

Melvin Durai

Heinous crime 

Sir, This refers to “Doctor’s demand noose,” Orissa Post, August 13. The
heinous rape and murder of  a postgraduate trainee doctor in Kolkata’s gov-
ernment-run Medical College and Hospital, which has outraged the med-
ical fraternity nationwide, is a chilling affirmation of  how unsafe women
are in India, particularly those in professions that involve them working
late in the night. Among the demands of  the protesting medicos are bet-
ter facilities and enhanced security. It is shameful that most government
hospitals in India lack basic amenities for the staff  on duty such as proper
washrooms and resting areas for those on night shift. Security is lax in most
such establishments and often undesirable elements enter the hospital prem-
ises unchecked as was the case in the Kolkata Hospital. Junior doctors are
often stretched to the limit, particularly in crowded government hospitals.
They bear the brunt of  relatives’ anger when a patient’s medical outcome
is not what they desire. These doctors face adverse circumstances such as
the case of  a young lady resident in Kerala who was stabbed to death with
surgical scissors by a mentally unstable prisoner undergoing treatment.
The striking doctors’ demands in West Bengal which include more secu-
rity and better facilities are completely justified. 

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Great gestures

Sir, In a heartwarming display of  sportsmanship
transcending borders, the mothers of  Indian star
Neeraj Chopra and Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem have
expressed mutual admiration for each other’s
sons’ triumphs in the javelin throw in the Paris
Olympics. Their reaction suggests that their ges-
tures could serve as a model for how we view in-
ternational relations, particularly between India
and Pakistan. In the triumph of  these two great
athletes, a simple truth was revealed: a javelin, cast
with skill and honour, accomplished what no
leader of  India and Pakistan could – it brought two
nations closer, if  only for a moment, in the spirit
of  the game. The words of  the two mothers, ac-
knowledging the achievements of  “their sons”
as one would a member of  one’s own family, carry
special significance given the fraught history be-
tween India and Pakistan.

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

1457: The first book printed in Europe with a colophon bearing the
name of  the printer was completed in Mainz, Germany.

1900: An international force seized Beijing to crush the Boxer
Rebellion. Boxer Rebellion, officially supported peasant uprising of
1900 that attempted to drive all foreigners from China. “Boxers”
was a name that foreigners gave to a Chinese secret society known
as the Yihequan (“Righteous and Harmonious Fists”). The group prac-
ticed certain boxing and calisthenic rituals in the belief  that this made
them invulnerable.

1904: Battle of  Ulsan begins. Also known as the Battle of  the Japanese
Sea, the conflict took place between Russia and Japan during the Russo-
Japanese War.

1941: British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and U.S. President
Franklin D. Roosevelt issued the Atlantic Charter, a joint declara-
tion that stated, among other points, that they desired no territorial
changes without the free assent of  the peoples concerned.

1971: Stanford prison experiments begin. The controversial Stanford
prison experiments to study the effects of  authority in a prison set-
ting began. The experiment had to be shut down by the 6th day be-
cause of  the adverse effect on the subjects.

1994: Venezuelan militant Carlos the Jackal, who orchestrated some
of  the highest-profile terrorist attacks of  the 1970s and '80s, was
captured by French agents in Sudan; he was later sentenced to life
in prison for his crimes.

Discrimination is everywhere

Musk’s Trump Card
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: The 
Municipal Corporation of  Delhi
Tuesday deferred a demolition
drive in Bhalswa Dairy sub-
mitting in the high court that it
will not launch the exercise till
August 16, when the next hear-
ing the matter is due.

A team of  civic body reached
northwest Delhi’s Bhalswa Dairy

colony with bulldozers and heavy
deployment of  police personnel
Tuesday, prompting locals to
stage protest against authori-
ties.

“The demolition drive was
stopped as a large crowd of  pro-
testers assembled at the site rais-
ing slogans against the MCD.
Since the MCD informed the
Delhi High Court that today it
will not demolish drive till August
16, we have postponed it till fur-
ther order,” a senior MCD offi-
cial said.

The counsel representing res-
idents of  the dairy colony ap-
proached the court later Tuesday
apprising it that MCD bulldoz-
ers with heavy police force had
reached the area for demolition.

A bench of  Acting Chief
Justice Manmohan and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela said it will
take up the matter August 16,
when it will also hear a petition
regarding the state of  dairies

in the city.
The MCD informed the Delhi

High Court that it would put the
demolition drive on hold in the
Bhalswa Dairy colony till August
16.

Meanwhile, Rajesh Kumar,
deputy commissioner, MCD Civil
Lines Zone, said the demolition
drive was stalled due to less po-
lice force deployment at the site.
The civic body has demanded
more force to carry out the dem-
olition in the coming days.

“A large crowd of  protestors
had gathered at the dairy mak-
ing it difficult to carry out the
drive. We have asked for 500-600
police personnel to conduct the
demolition later,” Kumar told
PTI.

The MCD has identified 800 il-
legal structures in the Bhalswa
Dairy colony area that have mis-
used land allotted for dairy farm-
ing for residential and com-
mercial purposes.

In a public notice last week, the
civic body gave a three-day ul-
timatum to defaulters to vacate
the encroached premises. It had
said that enforcement action
will be taken against all illegal
and unauthorised constructions
after the expiry of  the deadline
and a demolition drive will be car-
ried out.

In July, the court had directed
the authorities to ensure that
unauthorised construction in
all dairy colonies in the national
capital is removed and asked
them to take immediate steps
for shifting dairies from Bhalswa
to Ghogha dairy colony within
four weeks.

The court directed the agency
to carry out a survey of  the
Bhalswa Dairy colony to identify
misuse of  dairy plots that have
been converted into dwelling
units and shops and are being
misused for industrial purposes.

The court was earlier informed
by the court commissioner that
the condition of  all nine desig-
nated dairy colonies in Delhi --
Kakrola Dairy, Goela Dairy,
Nangli  Shakrawati  Dairy,
Jharoda Dairy, Bhalswa Dairy,
Ghazipur Dairy,  Shahbad
Daulatpur Dairy, Madanpur
Khadar Dairy, and Masoodpur
Dairy -- was “bad”.

Perusing the photographs of
the dairies, the court had noted
that there were large-scale con-
structions and urbanisation in
some of  the dairy colonies, in-
cluding salons, showrooms, gym-
nasiums, and internet cafes.

It had said the character of
the colonies had ceased to be
that of  dairy colonies as com-
mercial showrooms were oper-
ating there and superstructures
as high as four storeyed had
come up for residential and com-
mercial purposes.

MCD demolition drive deferred 
BHALSWA DAIRY PROTESTS 

A team of civic body
reached northwest
Delhi’s Bhalswa Dairy
colony with bulldozers
and heavy deployment
of police personnel
Tuesday, prompting
locals to stage protest
against authorities

Over 1L acres class II land in 
Marathwada to be freehold

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 13: The
Maharashtra cabinet Tuesday
cleared a proposal to convert
more than one lakh acres of
class II land in Marathwada re-
gion of  the state into freehold,
making the occupants complete
owners.

Nearly 1.4 lakh acres of  land
in Marathwada, comprising eight
districts, was classified as class
II, a government official said. 

The class II status was a hur-
dle for occupants wishing to de-
velop these areas, he said.

Class II occupancy is a con-
ditional holding in which land
is given to individuals for vari-
ous reasons, including as re-
wards and to religious struc-
tures for their maintenance.
The demand to convert the land
to freehold is nearly 60 years
old, he said. 

The cabinet’s resolution to
convert this land into freehold
will have a positive impact on the
current occupants, the official
said, adding that the occupants
will have to remit a certain
amount to the state government
to effect the transition. 

T he eight  districts  of
Marathwada have 42,710.31
hectares of  land identified as
‘Khidmatmash’ (given for main-
tenance of  religious places) and
13,803.13 hectares of  ‘Madatmash’
land (given as award).

At the time of  Maharashtra’s
formation in 1960, when the

Marathwada region became part
of  the state, detaching from the
erstwhile princely state of
Hyderabad, these awards were
abolished. The state took control
of  these lands.

The government put a re-
striction on the occupant of  the
land over its transfer as well as
utilisation. The issue remained
unaddressed for nearly 60 years,
an official said. 

The Maharashtra government
said in a statement that the
Hyderabad Atiyat Inquiries Act,
1952  and  the  Hyderabad
Abolition of  Inams and Cash
Grants Act, 1954 would be
amended to convert the cur-

rently class-II classified land
into freehold. The state gov-
ernment has decided to charge
only five per cent of  the actual
valuation of  the land as per the
ready reckoner rates.

The decision is based on a
committee report headed by sen-
ior IAS officer Avinash Pathak,
the statement said.

The cabinet has also approved
a revised budget of  Rs 36,964
crore for the construction of
6,000 km of  concrete roads.
Earlier, approvals for tar roads
were estimated to be Rs 28,500
crore, but after the revision,
the state government’s contri-
bution will go up by Rs 2,589
crore. 

It has also extended the dead-
line for power looms to apply
for concessions in power tariffs
to March 2025. The power looms
utilising more than 27 HP but less
than 201 HP machines get 75
paise per unit rates. However, reg-
istration of  such power looms is
mandatory, which is now re-
laxed.

Similarly, power looms with
less than 27 HP machines get
electricity at Rs 1 per unit, which
will also benefit from this re-
laxation, the statement said. 

THE DEMAND TO
CONVERT THE 
LAND TO 
FREEHOLD IS
NEARLY 60 
YEARS OLD

The cabinet’s resolution
to convert this land 
into freehold will have 
a positive impact on 
the current occupants,
adding that the 
occupants will have to
remit a certain amount
to the state government
to effect the transition

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: A stone
abacus, sound pipe and music
wall are among the key attrac-
tions in the famed Amrit Udyan
inside the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
which will open for public view-
ing from Friday.

Visitors to Amrit Udyan will
also be given “seed papers” -- a
unique and eco-friendly memento
-- infused with seeds of  Tulsi
plant, a senior official said
Tuesday.

President Murmu will inau-
gurate Amrit Udyan Wednesday
and the garden will remain open
for public viewing from Friday
till September 15th, from 10 am
to 6 pm. The last entry will be at
5.15 pm.

“As a symbol of  new life and
growth, seed papers encourage
visitors to cultivate their own
green spaces at home. By sowing
these papers, individuals can ac-
tively participate in nurturing the
planet and witness the wonder of

nature transform a simple piece
of  paper into a thriving plant,”
said Navika Gupta, Deputy Press
Secretary to the President.

She said there are “stone aba-
cus”, “sound pipe” and “music
wall” in the garden, which will
be special attractions for chil-
dren.

Crafted from natural materi-
als, the stone abacus is an in-

teractive learning tool that invites
children to explore the world of
numbers in a hands-on and en-
gaging way.

“Designed to blend seamlessly
with the park’s natural sur-
roundings, the stone abacus of-
fers a tactile experience, en-
couraging children to learn
through play,” Gupta told re-
porters during a media preview

of  the garden.
She said a sound pipe will

allow children to experience first-
hand the fascinating world of
acoustics.

The music wall will be adorned
with a variety of  instruments
made from recycled materials,
inviting young minds to exper-
iment with sound and rhythm,
Gupta said.

Efforts have also been made to
make visit to the Udyan by dif-
ferently-abled people as memo-
rable.

“Fragrance of  rose at Long
Garden, and sounds of  wind
chimes and water fountain make
the Amrit Udyan a sensory gar-
den too, making visit by visu-

ally impaired persons a memo-
rable one. This has been done
after an accessibility audit of
Rashtrapati Bhavan and Amrit
Udyan was done,” said Mukesh
Kumar, Director, President
Secretariat.

Amrit Udyan is spread over a
vast expanse of  15 acres in the
Rashtrapati Bhavan -- the office
and residence of  the President of
India.

There are ‘vertical gardens’ -
- cascading waves of  greenery,
punctuated by bursts of  colour-
ful blossoms in a vertically
arranged tapestry which serves
as a focal photo point -- and ‘Bal
Vatika’ -- specially curated gar-
den for children with features
like ‘Story of  a 225-year-old shee-
sham tree’ and treehouse among
others.

During Udyan Utsav in the
year 2023 and 2024, 23 lakh peo-
ple, including seven lakh school
children, visited the Amrit Udyan.

A free shuttle bus service from
Central Secretariat Metro Station

to gate no. 35 (the entry gate for
Amrit Udyan) will also be avail-
able for the convenience of  the
visitors, she said.

A wide variety of  Summer
Annuals, Bonsai Garden, land-
scape of  rare and exotic flowers
at the Central Lawn, Elongated
Rose Garden at Long Garden,
Majestic Banyans, Bal Vatika
with tree house and many fea-
tures to entertain children will
be attraction during the Summer
Annuals, Gupta said.

The Amrit Udyan will remain
closed all Mondays for mainte-
nance.

Entry for the public will be
from gate no. 35 of  the Rashtrapati
Bhavan, near the North Avenue
Road.

Booking of  slots and entry to
the Udyan is free. Bookings can
be made online on the Rashtrapati
Bhavan website  (https:
//visit.rashtrapatibhavan.gov.in/)
as well as through self  service
kiosks placed outside gate no.
35 for the “walk-in visitors”.

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

Ajit Pawar-led NCP to
hold preamble campaign 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 13: The
Nationalist Congress Party
headed by Ajit Pawar will mark
Independence Day with an ini-
tiative aimed at celebrating and
reaffirming the values enshrined
in the Preamble  of  the
Constitution, a senior leader
said Tuesday.

State NCP president Sunil
Tatkare announced at a press
conference that the campaign
will feature ‘Sanvidhan Sabhas’
(Constitutional Assemblies) to
be organised in every NCP office.

Key party leaders, including
ministers, MPs, MLAs, and dis-
trict and block unit presidents,
will lead these Assemblies, en-
gaging in discussions centred
around the principles and val-
ues of  the Constitution. NCP
offices across the state will
prominently display large planks
of  the Preamble in Marathi,
Tatkare said.

“This campaign is a tribute
to  the  Preamble  of  the
Constitution, reaffirming the
NCP’s dedication to its princi-
ples and values,” Tatkar added.

NCP national president and

Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar will ad-
dress the Sanvidhan Sabha in
Pune, and national working pres-
ident Praful Patel will speak at
events in Gondia and Bhandara
districts. Tatkare will lead the
Sabha in Mumbai.

NCP’s Guardian Ministers
are set to address sabhas at
their respective district head-
quarters, and all MPs and
MLAs of  the party will par-
ticipate in their constituen-
cies. District and Block Unit
chiefs will also hold Sanvidhan
Sabhas at their offices.

“This campaign is a testament
to our unwavering commitment
to constitutional values and so-
cial justice,” Tatkare added.

The NCP is part of  the ruling
Mahayuti alliance. Other allies
include the Shiv Sena led by
Chief  Minister Eknath Shinde
and the BJP.

The campaign will 
feature ‘Sanvidhan Sabhas’
(Constitutional Assemblies)
to be organised in every 
NCP office

President Murmu to open Amrit Udyan in Rashtrapati Bhavan 
SHE SAYS THERE ARE ‘STONE ABACUS’, ‘SOUND PIPE’ AND ‘MUSIC WALL’ IN THE GARDEN, WHICH WILL BE SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS FOR CHILDREN

nThe Amrit Udyan will remain closed
all Mondays for maintenance

nEntry for the public will be from gate
no. 35 of the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
near the North Avenue Road

nBooking of slots and entry to the
Udyan is free

Maha govt to
set up breeding
centres for
otters, vultures
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 13: In an ef-
fort to conserve rare species of
wildlife, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment has approved breed-
ing centres for otters, vultures,
and wild buffaloes in the state,
an official said Tuesday.

During a meeting of  the state
wildlife board Monday, Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde em-
phasised the importance of  pri-
oritising the protection and con-
servation of  rare species in the
state.

As per a statement issued by
the chief  minister’s office, Shinde
also directed the effective im-
plementation of  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Ek Paid Maa
Ke Naam’ (a tree in mother’s
name) campaign across all mu-
nicipal corporations, munici-
palities, schools, and colleges in
the state.

Shinde approved a proposal
to set up breeding centres for
otters in Pench Tiger Reserve
(Maharashtra), vultures in
Nashik, and wild buffalos in
Gadchiroli, it stated.

The chief  minister expressed
confidence that these centres
will play a crucial role in pro-
tecting and conserving rare
wildlife species.

Shinde has directed the ini-
tiation of  a ‘clinic on wheels’
programme to extend the ben-
efits of  the Gopinath Munde
Shetkari Apaghat Vima, an ac-
cident insurance scheme for
farmers, to farm labourers who
die of  snakebites, and ensure
timely treatment for snakebite
victims.

Delhi LG VK Saxena with Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot during foundation stone laying of multi-level electric
bus depot, in New Delhi, Tuesday PTI PHOTO
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The BJP wants 
to weaken

democracy. There 
is a need to be vigilant and
cautious against these
conspiracies of the BJP. 
The intentions of the 
BJP are not right
AKHILESH YADAV | SAMAJWADI
PARTY CHIEF

Senior BJP Lok Sabha member Jagdambika Pal
was Tuesday named chairperson of the joint
committee of Parliament, which will examine the
contentious Waqf (Amendment) Bill. A Lok Sabha
notification said Speaker Om Birla appointed 
Pal as the head of the 31-member committee

JAGDAMBIKA PAL TO HEAD
JOINT PANEL ON WAQF BILL

national
The Har Ghar
Tiranga
campaign

launched by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi two years ago
has become not just
an expression of patriotism, but 
also a symbol of our pledge to 
make India a great and developed
nation by 2047

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

of the
day uote 

I can
confidently say
that the MVA

will form the
government by
winning two-thirds
majority in the
coming Assembly elections in
Maharashtra. Our government will
address the issues faced by people

RAMESH CHENNITHALA | CONGRESS LEADER

The Congress is
fully prepared.
It was a good

result in Haryana in
the Lok Sabha polls.
We are ready, they
can declare the
elections whenever they want.
People have made up their minds
and a Congress government will be
formed after the polls

BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA |
FORMER HARYANA CM

Seven killed in 3
road accidents 
Muzaffarnagar: Seven people,
including a police constable
and his wife, were killed in
separate road accidents on
the Delhi-Dehradun national
highway here in the last 24
hours, police said Tuesday.
Constable Sudhir Kumar (28)
and his wife Sonia (26) were
killed when their motorcycle
was hit by a truck Tuesday.
Due to the collision, a portion
of the truck caught fire and
the couple were trapped
under the vehicle, they said. 
In the second incident, Ishwar
Dayal (25) and Sandeep Verma
(28) were killed when their
motorcycle was hit by a
speeding unidentified vehicle
near a Mahindra showroom
under the Mansurpur police
station area Tuesday, police
said. In the third incident,
three men -- Sorabh Pal (26),
Daksh Saini (25) and Krishan
(23) -- died after their
motorcycle was hit by a
speeding truck near
Mansurpur distillery late
Monday night. 

Jaffer’s brother
arrested by ED 
Chennai: Brother of expelled
DMK functionary Jaffer Sadiq,
Mohammed Saleem, has been
arrested by the ED in a money
laundering case, the agency
said Tuesday. He was
remanded to judicial custody
by a local court here. He was
arrested Monday evening,
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
officials said.

K’taka: Security guard 
stabs his supervisor 
Udupi (Karnataka): A security
guard working at an
electronics showroom
allegedly stabbed his
supervisor after an altercation
with him over work-related
issues, police said Tuesday. In
the incident that occurred
August 10, the supervisor,
Ronson Everest D'Souza,
sustained minor stab injuries
on his neck and leg, they said. 

Pakistani intruder 
shot dead by BSF
Jalandhar (Punjab): A
suspected Pakistani intruder
trying to infiltrate into India
from the Punjab border was
shot dead by the BSF amid an
ongoing “high alert” ahead of
Independence Day. A Border
Security Force spokesperson
said the man was spotted
“surreptitiously” crossing the
international boundary in the
Dal village of Tarn Taran district
around 8:30 pm Monday and
approaching the border fence. 

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIAA

New Delhi, August 13: India
will have to wait until June next
year for the results of  the latest
elephant census, as the popula-
tion estimation has been delayed
in some northeastern states,
sources said.

Wild elephants are found in

forested, hilly tracts across four
regions of  India: the foothills of
the Himalayas in the north, the
northeastern states, east-cen-
tral India, and the Western and
Eastern Ghats in the southern
parts of  the country.  A source
told PTI that data collection and
analysis from the northeast have
not yet been completed. 

The primary reasons for the
delay in the region are “heavy
monsoon rains, floods and the
limited capacity” of  the forest
staff, the sources added.  The en-
tire process involves creating
shapefiles, capacity building,
data collection, and data pro-
cessing.

As a result, the numbers from
the latest elephant estimation
exercise will only be available by
June next year, they said.  An of-
ficial from the Wildlife Institute

of  India (WII) said satellite data
for elephant population esti-
mation had to be collected dur-
ing the first phase of  the tiger
population estimation since the
two exercises have been con-
verged now.

“But that could not happen in

the northeast. We are doing it
now. The WII will train the staff
in northeast in September-
October. They will collect Phase
1 data in November-December
and send it to the institute,” the
official said. 

SM Sahai, Chief  Wildlife

Warden of  Meghalaya, told PTI
that the elephant population es-
timation using the new method-
ology is taking some time.
Sandeep Kumar, Chief  Wildlife
Warden of  Assam, said in addi-
tion to the difficult terrain, mon-
soonal rains, and floods, the ex-
ercise took longer because the
department also included rev-
enue areas frequented by ele-

phants, along with forest areas. 
In 2021, the Union environ-

ment ministry announced a
new methodology for conduct-
ing the census collecting and
analysing DNA samples from
elephant dung, supplemented
by  c a m e r a  t r ap  re s u l t s .
According to officials, previous
elephant censuses primarily
involved a head count of  the
animals across the country.

The new scientific approach
will enhance understanding of  the
species and the challenges they
face. For example, DNA profil-
ing of  elephants will help curb the
illegal smuggling of  their body
parts, strengthening prosecution
efforts. India is home to more
than 60 percent of  the world's
wild Asian elephants. The coun-
try has been conducting five-year
elephant censuses since 2022. 

ELEPHANT CENSUS DELAYED IN NORTHEAST
The northeast region of
India is home to 10,139 

elephants, while the 
east-central region has
3,128, the northwest has
2,085, and the southern

region has 11,960.
Karnataka leads with

6,049 elephants

n According to government data
presented in Parliament in the
Monsoon Session, India lost 528
elephants in the past five years due
to unnatural causes, including
poaching, poisoning, electrocution,
and train accidents

n Human-elephant conflict resulted in
2,853 human deaths in India during
this period, with the number of
fatalities reaching a five-year high 
of 628 in 2023

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: The
National Medical Commission
(NMC) has issued an advisory for
all medical colleges and institu-
tions, urging them to develop a
policy for a safe work environ-
ment within the college and hos-
pital campuses for all the staff
members, including faculty, stu-
dents and resident doctors.

The advisory comes in the
wake of  an alleged rape and
killing of  a trainee doctor at a

government hospital in Kolkata
and resident doctors in several
hospitals across the country
going on strike in protest against
the incident.

Incidents of  violence against
doctors in medical colleges have
been reported in the recent past,
the advisory said.

“All medical colleges are re-
quested to develop a policy for a
safe work environment within
the college and hospital campus
for all the staff  members in-
cluding faculty, medical students

and resident doctors,” the NMC
said in the advisory.

The policy should ensure ad-
equate safety measures at OPD,

wards, casualty, hostels and other
open areas in the campuses and
residential quarters, it added.
The campuses, including the
corridors, should be well lit in the
evening for the staff  to walk
safely from one place to other and
all sensitive areas should be 
covered by CCTV for monitoring,
the advisory said.

Security measures, including
posting adequate security staff
(male and female), should be
made available at the OPD, wards,
casualty, labour rooms, hostels,

residential quarters and other
open areas in the medical college
and hospital campuses, it added.

T he advisory  said  any 
incident of  violence against 
medical students should be
promptly investigated by the
college management and an FIR
should be lodged with police.

“A detailed action-taken 
report on any incident of  vio-
lence should invariably be sent
to  the  National  Medical
Commission within 48 hours of
the incident,” the advisory said.

NMC issues advisory for all medical institutions
5-member 
team begins
inspection 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Wayanad(Kerala), August 13:
A five-member expert team
Tuesday began inspecting the
landslides-hit areas of  Wayanad
district including the epicentre
of  the disaster and collected
rock and soil samples for testing.

The team was led by senior
scientist John Matthai of  the
National Center for Geosciences,
which has been tasked by the
State Disaster Management
Authority to inspect the land-
slide-hit areas in Wayanad’s
Meppadi panchayat.

It halted its inspection by noon
today due to adverse weather
conditions in the disaster area,
the district administration said
in a statement. The inspections
will continue till August 15, it
added. “The team carried out a
detailed inspection of  the epi-
centre of  the landslide - -
Punchirimattom -- and the ad-
joining areas, and collected soil
and rock samples from there,”
it said. The team will assess the
possible dangers in different
parts of  the disaster-stricken
area and nearby sites. It will also
assess how the disaster happened
and what phenomena occurred
in the landslides, the statement
added. After the inspection, the
expert team will submit its report
to the government and also rec-
ommend suitable land use for
the area. The team will function
under the Disaster Management
Authority Act of  2005. 

Principal Scientist and Head
of  the Centre of  Excellence in
Water Related Disaster
Management Dr TK Drishya,
Surathkal NIT Associate Professor
Dr Srivalsa Kolathayar, District Soil
Conservation Officer Tara
Manoharan and Kerala Disaster
Management Authority Hazard
and Risk Analyst P Pradeep are the
other members of  the expert team.

WAYANAD LANDSLIDES

A military helicopter showers flower petals during full dress rehearsal for the 78th Independence Day celebrations at Red Fort in New Delhi PTI PHOTO

Bail is rule, jail an
exception even in 
serious cases: SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: The
“bail is the rule and jail is an
exception” legal principle is ap-
plicable even to offences under
special statutes like the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, the
Supreme Court ruled  Tuesday
while granting bail to a man 
accused of  harbouring suspected
terrorists.

“When a case is made out for
a grant of  bail, the Courts should
not have any hesitation in 
granting bail. The allegations
of  the prosecution may be very
serious. But, the duty of  the
Courts is to consider the case
for grant of  bail in accordance
with the law. ‘Bail is the rule and
jail is an exception’ is a settled
law,” the bench said.

The top court said even in
cases like the present one where
stringent conditions have been
laid down for the grant of  bail,
the same rule holds good with the
only modification being that bail
can be granted if  the conditions
in the statute are satisfied.

“The rule also means that
once a case is made out for the
grant of  bail, the court cannot de-
cline to grant bail. If  the Courts
start denying bail in deserving
cases, it will be a violation of
the rights guaranteed under
Article 21 (right to life and per-
sonal  l iber ty)  of  our
Constitution,” the bench said.

The verdict came while or-
dering the release of  a retired po-
lice constable Jalaluddin Khan,

who was booked under the strin-
gent provisions of  the anti-terror
law and those of  the now defunct
Indian Penal Code for renting
out the upper floor of  his house
to alleged members of  the banned
Popular Front of  India (PFI).

According to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), the
probe revealed that a criminal
conspiracy was hatched with
an intention to carry out acts of
terror and violence, leading to
an atmosphere of  terror and
endangering the unity and in-
tegrity of  the nation.

In furtherance of  the alleged
c o n s p i r a cy,  t h e  a c c u s e d
arranged rented accommoda-
t i o n  i n  A h m a d  Pa l a c e  i n
Phulwarisharif  (Patna) and
used its premises for imparting
training in acts of  violence. 

The NIA claimed that the Bihar
Police had received information
about their plan to cause dis-
turbance during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit in 2022.

On a tip off, a raid was con-
ducted by the Phulwarisharif
Police  July 11, 2022 at the house
of  Khan.

The apex court said there is
nothing in the charge sheet to
show that Khan took part in or
committed unlawful activities
as defined in the UAPA.

The SC said even assuming
that the co-accused were in-
dulging in terrorist acts or were
planning to commit such acts,
there was absolutely no mate-
rial on record to show that Khan
was a party to the conspiracy.

“There is no material pro-
duced on record to show that the
appellant advocated, abetted, 
advised, or incited the commis-
sion of  terrorist acts or any
preparatory activity,” it said.

The apex court noted it was
Khan’s son who negotiated with
the other accused for renting out
the first floor of  their house.

A bench of Justices Abhay
S Oka and Augustine

George Masih said that
once a case is made for
granting bail, the court
cannot deny the relief

EC to meet home
secy to review J&K
security situation
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: The
Election Commission will hold
a meeting with Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla Wednesday
to review the security situation
in Jammu and Kashmir where
it plans to hold Assembly polls,
sources said.

The EC had reviewed the poll
preparedness in Jammu and
Kashmir last week. Addressing
a press conference in Jammu,
Chief  Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar had emphasised
that the poll authority is com-
mitted to holding assembly elec-
tions in the Union Territory at the
earliest. No outside or internal
forces can derail the electoral
process, Kumar had asserted.

After record turnout in the
Lok Sabha elections in Jammu
and Kashmir, Kumar had said,
“This active participation is a
huge positive for assembly elec-
tions to be held soon so that the
democratic process continues
to thrive in the Union Territory.” 

The electoral exercise in
Jammu and Kashmir is usually
spread over a month.

ASSEMBLY POLLS

Poll prep: Delhi Cong to launch mobile app 
New Delhi: Delhi Congress will launch a mobile application to monitor the real time
working of its office bearers ahead of the assembly polls to draw a winning strategy
to return to power in the city, party sources said Tuesday.  The application aims to
keep a check on party functionaries from the booth to the state level and their activi-
ties on the ground, they said. Delhi Assembly elections are scheduled for early next
year. According to the sources, the application will have all the required information
about the schedule and assignments given by the higher authorities in the party 
to the state functionaries, including district presidents and block presidents. 

Teacher held for raping student
Palghar: Police have arrested a school teacher for allegedly raping a 14-year-old 
student on several occasions at his private tuition in Nalasopara of Maharashtra’s
Palghar district, an official said Tuesday. Angry parents and relatives of the girl 
along with several others held a protest this morning outside the school, where the
accused is employed as a teacher, and blamed its management for “shielding” him.
The minor studies in the same school. The accused, identified as Amit Dubey (30),
was arrested Monday, he said. Talking to reporters, the victim’s brother claimed that
the accused sexually abused several other students and teachers. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: Lt.
Governor VK Saxena Tuesday
nominated Delhi Home Minister
Kailash Gahlot to hoist the na-
tional flag at the state-level
Independence Day event, by-
passing the AAP government's
request to allow Education
Minister Atishi to do so.

The ruling Aam Aadmi Party,
however, welcomed the LG’s de-
cision, saying it honoured the
principle of  democracy by
“choosing an elected represen-
tative over an appointed one”.

Kejriwal ,  cur rently  in  
Tihar Jail in the Delhi excise
police  case,  wrote  to  LG  
August 6, seeking the flag hoist-
ing by Atishi, considered close
to him, in his absence at the
Delhi government's annual event
August 15.

His letter, however, was held
back by jail authorities on the
ground that the Chief  Minister’s
communication was not “per-
missible”.  The LG nominated
Gahlot for hoisting of  the na-
tional flag after the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) Tuesday
authorised him to nominate any
minister of  the Delhi govern-
ment for the same.

The LG Secretariat Friday
tsought MHA’s clarification over
the  impasse  due  to  the  
“peculiar circumstances of  ab-
sence of  the Chief  Minister”.  

Ashish Kundra, principal sec-
retary to LG, in a note to Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar, said:
“Lieutenant Governor is pleased
to nominate Minister (Home),
GNCTD, Kailash Gahlot to unfurl
the National Flag at the State
level Independence day cele-
brations at Chhatrasal Stadium.
Necessary arrangements may
be made accordingly.”

Delhi LG nominates 
Gahlot to hoist flag
n Earlier in the day, a row brewed
over the issue with Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) lashing out at Saxena
after the general administration
department refused to implement
Minister Gopal Rai’s direction to let
Atishi hoist the tricolour in place 
of Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
saying it was legally “invalid”

All hospitals should be
declared safe zones so
that doctors can work
without fear, IMA chief
Dr R V Asokan said after
meeting Union Health
Minister JP Nadda 
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This is a very important
national issue related to the

safety and respect of women
working in government, non-government
or any other field of life, about which
everyone needs to be aware and
cautious, so that such very sad and
shameful incidents like the one of the
female doctor of Bengal do not happen
MAYAWATI | BAHUJAN SAMAJ PARTY CHIEF

The TDP-led NDA in Andhra Pradesh Tuesday
decided not to contest the MLC by-election for the
Visakhapatnam Local Authorities constituency.
The decision was taken by the TDP President and
Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu, who
conveyed the same to the party and alliance
leaders during a teleconference

TDP-LED NDA NOT TO CONTEST MLC BY-POLLS

y
y

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

I love all my
sisters. One
shouldn't allow

politics to enter
homes. I made a
mistake in fielding
Sunetra against my
sister. This shouldn't have happened.
But the parliamentary board (of
NCP) made a decision. Now I feel it
was wrong

AJIT PAWAR | MAHARASHTRA DEPUTY CM

of the
day uote 

The ‘MITRA’
think tank is
doing

commendable work,
particularly in
addressing
supplementary
issues in Mumbai and the
metropolitan region, as well as
focusing on climate change,
innovative agricultural practices, and
promoting organic farming

EKNATH SHINDE | MAHA CHIEF MINISTER

Mamata
Banerjee
should be

ashamed of the
incident which was
more ghastly than
even the infamous
Nirbhaya gang rape that took place
in Delhi years ago

GIRIRAJ SINGH | UNION MINISTER

national

Judicial custody of
Kejriwal extended
New Delhi: A court here
Tuesday extended till
September 2 the judicial
custody of Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, BRS leader K
Kavitha and others in a money-
laundering case related to the
alleged excise scam. Special
Judge Kaveri Baweja extended
the custody of the accused
after they were produced
before the court through a
video-conference on the expiry
of the period of their judicial
custody granted earlier.

India, Oz to
boost ties
New Delhi: India and 
Australia have emphasised 
the need for strengthening
global cooperation to combat
terrorism and condemned the
use of “terrorist proxies” for
cross-border terrorism. Ways
to further expand bilateral
cooperation in dealing with
terrorism figured prominently
at the 14th meeting of the
India-Australia joint working
group on counter-terrorism
that was held in Delhi Monday.

India, US ink
‘landmark’ MoU 
New Delhi: India and the US
Tuesday signed a “landmark”
agreement that provides a
framework for both sides to
explore cooperation in the micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSME) sector. External
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said the
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) would enable MSMEs 
of the two countries to foster
trade. “Today, India-US signed a
landmark MoU that enables
MSMEs of the two countries to
participate in global markets,
drive innovation, foster trade,
and support women
entrepreneurs,” he said on X.

SHORT TAKES

This is not Delhi.
-Therefore
nobody will be
held Accountable.
-This Is Ganga Ma,
whom Narendra
Modi called his

Second mother.
-He promised to clean it within 3yrs
in 2014.
+20,000 Cr has been spent, But look
at the pathetic situation after
11yrs.

@mshahi0024

AGENCIES

Kolkata, August 13: Hours
after the Kolkata High Court’s 
direction, the CBI  Tuesday 
took over the investigation in
the alleged rape and murder of
a woman doctor at a state-run
medical college in the West
Bengal capital.

The agency swiftly completed
all formalities following the 
High Court order asking the
state police to hand over the case 
documents to the central probe
agency, officials said.

A team of  CBI officials from
Delhi along with forensic 
scientists and medical experts
will visit Kolkata Wednesday,
they said.

Earlier in the day, the High
Court ordered the state police to
hand over the case diary to 
the CBI by 10 AM Wednesday,
amid allegations of  a botched
probe and cover-up as well as
protests and strikes by doctors
over the incident.

The body of  the postgraduate
trainee, who was allegedly raped
and murdered inside a seminar
hall of  the state-run RG Kar hos-
pital ,  was  found  F riday 
morning. A civic volunteer was 
arrested in this connection
Saturday.

The victim’s parents had
moved the High Court seeking
a court-monitored investigation
in the case. Several other PILs
were also filed seeking a CBI
probe. The preliminary autopsy
report suggested that the doc-
tor was sexually abused and
murdered. It stated that the vic-
tim was bleeding from her eyes,
mouth and private parts. There
were also injuries on her left
leg, neck, right hand, ring finger

and lips.  The Kolkata Police
had arrested a 33-year-old person
who joined the Kolkata Police
as a civic volunteer in 2019. The
police had alleged that he was
married at least four times and
was a known “womaniser”.

The accused, who is a trained
boxer, got close to a few senior
police officers over the years,
following which he was moved
to the Kolkata Police Welfare
Board and posted at the police
outpost at the state-run RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital
where the incident occurred.

“He had access to all depart-
ments owing to his proximity
with some senior police officers
and the hospital authorities.
Nobody had the guts to stop his

unhindered movements in and
around the hospital,” a state 
police official had said.

His mother Malati Roy, how-
ever, rubbished the allegations,
claiming that her son was “in-
nocent”.  Hearing the petitions
in the matter, the bench of  Chief
Justice T S Sivagnanam and
Justice Hiranmay Bhattacharyya
also observed that “something is
missing” in the probe by the
state police, and asked whether
the statement of  the then 
principal of  the medical college,
Sandip Ghosh, was recorded, to
which the state lawyer answered
in the negative.

Questioning how the princi-
pal, who submitted his resigna-
tion, was reinstated as principal

of  Calcutta National Medical
College and Hospital within
hours, the bench asked his 
counsel to produce both the res-
ignation letter and the subse-
quent appointment letter.

The high court told Ghosh’s
lawyer to ask him to go on a long
leave by 3 pm, failing which it will
pass appropriate orders.

The sensational case snow-
balled into a major issue across
the country with junior doctors
and interns across West Bengal
resorting to cease work, protest-
ing against the incident and de-
manding adequate protection
to hospital staff.  In solidarity, the
Delhi AIIMS’ Resident Doctors'
Association (RDA) Monday went
on an indefinite  s trike,  
suspending all elective and non-
essential services including
OPDs and wards to protest the
alleged rape and murder of  the
trainee doctor in Kolkata.

DOCTOR
MURDER CBI TAKES OVER PROBE

OPD services in government hospitals of several states across the country remained affected as the 
resident doctors’ strike over the alleged rape and murder of a postgraduate trainee entered its second day

Activists from different organisations holding placards participate in a rally PTI PHOTO

Maha resident docs begin indefinite strike
MUMBAI: Resident doctors in Maharashtra began an indefinite strike
Tuesday in support of the nationwide protests by their colleagues against
the rape and murder of a postgraduate trainee at a medical college in
Kolkata. While all elective services in hospitals across the state have been
halted, emergency services will continue uninterrupted, Maharashtra
State Association of Residential Doctors (Central-MARD) president Dr
Pratik Debaje told PTI. “From 9 am, we stopped work at all OPDs (out-
patient departments), and elective services have been stopped. Now, only
emergency services are operational across the state,” Dr Debaje said.

AIIMS warns resident
docs against protest 
NEW DELHI: The AIIMS Delhi has
warned its protesting resident
doctors against holding any
demonstration on or around the
hospital campus stating it was in
violation of High Court directions
and amounts to contempt of
court. The Delhi AIIMS’ Resident
Doctors’ Association (RDA)
Monday went on an indefinite
strike, suspending all elective and
non-essential services including
OPDs and wards to protest the
alleged rape and murder of 
a trainee doctor at a government
hospital in Kolkata. The
administration asked all Heads of
Department and centre chiefs to
send the attendance of the
resident doctors everyday by 3 pm. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: The
Congress announced Tuesday
that it will organise public mo-
bilisation campaigns over its de-
mands for a Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) probe into the
Adani issue, a caste census and
adherence to the Constitution
in letter and spirit, as it held a key
meeting on its preparedness for
the upcoming
Assembly polls.

Amid a  
raging row over
Hindenburg’s 
allegations, the
Opposition party
also said it will
hold a nationwide
agitation August
22  demanding
SEBI  chief
Madhabi  Puri
Buch’s resigna-
tion and a JPC
probe into the
Adani issue.

The assertions
came after Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge held a meet-
ing with all party general sec-
retaries, state unit chiefs and
AICC state in-charges here to
discuss organisational matters
and various issues of  national
importance for election pre-
paredness. Elections are due in
Haryana, Maharashtra and
Jharkhand later this year. Polls
could also be held in Jammu
and Kashmir this year.

Former Congress president
Rahul  Gandhi ,  g eneral  
secretaries Jairam Ramesh and
K C Venugopal, among others,
were part of  the meeting at the
AICC headquarters here.

A resolution passed at the
meeting said the Congress de-
mands a JPC probe into the
Adani “mega scam in which the
Prime Minister is fully involved
and in which the financial mar-
ket regulator has now been found
to have been severely compro-
mised”. The demand for a 
nationwide caste census to be
conducted by the Centre was
also stressed at the meeting. The

Congress also called
for full and genuine
respect  to  the
Constitution in let-
ter and spirit, par-
ticularly its provi-
sions on economic,
social and political
justice.  Over the
next few weeks, the
party will organise
public mobilisation
campaigns on these
three issues across
the country, the 
resolution said. 

The meeting ex-
pressed its deepest

distress at the devastating land-
slide tragedy in Kerala’s Wayanad
and expressed its condolence. It
re-emphasised the demand made
by Gandhi for declaring the land-
slides a national disaster, the
resolution said. 

In a post on X after the meet-
ing, Kharge said, “The shock-
ing revelations of  nexus be-
tween SEBI and Adani need a
thorough investigation. The
money of  small investors in
the stock market can't be jeop-
ardised.” “Modi government
must immediately seek the
resignation of  SEBI chair-
person and constitute a JPC
in this regard,” he said.

ADANI ISSUE, CASTE CENSUS 

Cong to organise public
mobilisation campaigns 

The Congress
announced that it will

hold a nationwide 
agitation August 22

demanding SEBI Chief
Madhabi Puri Buch’s

resignation and a Joint
Parliamentary

Committee probe into
the Adani issue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: Around
400 women representatives from
Panchayati  Raj Institutions have
been invited as special guests
to the 78th Independence Day
celebrations at the Red Fort, the
Ministry of  Panchayati Raj 
said in a statement Tuesday.

According to officials from
the rural development ministry,
around 45 “Lakhpati Didis” and
around 30 “Drone Didis” have
also been invited as special guests
to attend the Independence Day

celebrations. They will be 
felicitated by Rural Development
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
Wednesday.

The Namo Drone Didi and
Lakhpati Didi schemes are
among the important initiatives
of  the government for fostering
economic empowerment and fi-
nancial autonomy among women
in rural areas.

Under the Namo Drone Didi
scheme, subsidies are provided
to women self-help groups (SHGs)
on the purchase of  drones. A
“Lakhpati Didi” is an SHG mem-

ber whose annual income is 
`1 lakh or more.

The women Panchayati Raj
representatives will be facili-
tated by Minister of  Panchayati
Raj Rajiv Ranjan Singh “Lalan”
Wednesday.

A national workshop will also
be organised for them Wednesday.

It will be addressed by Kiran
Bedi, former lieutenant governor
of  Pondicherry and founder,
Navjyoti India Foundation, and
senior ministry officials. 

The workshop will explore
the evolving role of  women rep-
resentatives as well as address
the practice of  “Sarpanch Pati”

at the grassroots level.
As part of  the felicitation cer-

emony,  the  mult i - l ingual
eGramSwaraj platform will be
launched in collaboration with
Bhashini. 

This innovative initiative will
make the portal accessible in
all 22 scheduled languages of
India, greatly enhancing its reach
and usability across diverse lin-
guistic communities. 

State-wise panchayat profiles,
which include basic statistics on
PRIs, will also be released.

The ministry said the visit
of  the panchayat representa-
tives to the national capital has
been designed as a compre-
hensive and enriching experi-
ence, and will also include a
visit to the Pradhan Mantri
Sangrahalaya.

I-DAY CELEBRATIONS 

Women panchayat leaders to be special guests 
According to officials from the rural development 

ministry, around 45 “Lakhpati Didis” and around 30
“Drone Didis” have also been invited as special guests 

to attend the Independence Day celebrations

Saket Gokhale faces
criminal charges in
money laundering case
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: A spe-
cial PMLA court in Ahmedabad
framed criminal charges under
the anti-money laundering law
against TMC’s Rajya Sabha MP
Saket Gokhale Tuesday, the
Enforcement Directorate said.

The money laundering case
against Gokhale stems from a
Gujarat Police FIR filed in con-
nection with alleged misuse of
money he had collected through
crowd-funding.   “The Ld.
Principal District and Sessions
Judge, Ahmedabad (Rural) and
designated Special Court PMLA,
Ahmedabad today framed crim-
inal charges against Saket
Gokhale, MP Rajya Sabha and na-
tional spokesperson of  All India
Trinamool Congress under the
provisions of  Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, 2002...,”
the ED said in a statement.

It said a charge sheet was
filed against the 31-year-old MP
under the anti-money launder-
ing law last year. The ED had
arrested him in January, 2023.
“Charges against him for the
scheduled offence in the police
case (Gujarat Police) had also
been framed,” it said.

The special court had also re-
jected the application filed by
Gokhale under Section 309 of
the CrPC for keeping the pro-
ceedings  under PMLA in
abeyance till the case of  sched-
uled offence registered against
him is decided by the court, the
ED said.  The state police had
arrested Gokhale from Delhi in
December 2022 in a case of  alleged
misuse of  money he had col-
lected through crowd-funding.

The ED said he was arrested
for the offence of  money laun-
dering as he crowdfunded money
from the public as he “portrayed
himself” as an RTI activist and
a social worker.  

Farm workers dry and clean jute at a village in Nagaon district, Assam PTI PHOTO

SNIPPETS

Raja Kandola sentenced to 9 yrs in jail
Jalandhar (Punjab): A special PMLA court here convicted Tuesday
Punjab-based drug dealer Ranjit Singh Kandola and his wife on 
money-laundering charges in a narcotics case, officials said.
Kandola, also known as Raja Kandola, has been sentenced to nine
years in prison while his wife Rajwant Kaur was ordered to undergo
three years in jail under provisions of  the Prevention of  Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), they said.  The court also imposed a fine
of  ` 1 lakh each on the two convicts, the officials said.

Biker drags, molests airhostess; nabbed 
New Delhi: An airhostess was allegedly dragged and molested
by an e-bike taxi rider on the way to her home from east Delhi, 
police said Tuesday.  The incident took place on the Simon Bolivar
Marg near Buddha Jayanti Park Wednesday night, when the
woman was returning home on the taxi bike she had hired in east
Delhi. Deputy Commissioner of  Police (New Delhi) Devesh Kumar
Mahla said on the basis of  the woman’s complaint, police nabbed
Jaiveer, 35, from Uttar Pradesh’s Auraiya.  Mahla said he was booked
under sections 74/76/109(1)/115(2) of  the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita at Chanakyapuri Police Station.  According to 
police sources, the accused was suspected to be involved in pre-
vious criminal cases. 

Govt bus ploughs into multiple vehicles 
Bangalore: At least one person was injured after an out-of-
control state-owned Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation
bus ploughed into multiple vehicles on a flyover here, police said
Tuesday. The accident caught on CCTV camera installed inside
the bus showed the driver crashing into multiple bikes and cars
moving ahead, apparently after losing control of  the vehicle, they
said. This even as the conductor of  the bus was seen asking him
to apply the brake. On stopping the bus, the conductor and the
driver can be seen rushing out to assist a person writhing in pain
after being hit by the bus. The incident occurred on the Hebbal
flyover at around 9:30 am Monday, police said.
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We are
watching

with great pain and
anxiety the
humanitarian
catastrophe that has
unfolded in Palestine
VLADIMIR PUTIN | 
PRESIDENT, RUSSIA

Africa’s top public health body
declared what it termed a “public
health emergency of continental
security” Tuesday over an outbreak
of mpox, spread from the
Democratic Republic of Congo to
neighbouring countries

MPOX OUTBREAK IN AFRICA
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Recent global
geopolitical
events have

clearly shown that
the UN Security
Council is unable to
deliver on its primary
responsibilities to safeguard
international peace and security
when the world needs it the most

R RAVINDRA | DEPUTY PERMANENT

REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA TO THE UN

AMBASSADOR

of the
day uote 

It is especially
troubling that
so many people

are being detained,
accused or charged
either with
incitement to hatred
or under counterterrorism legislation
in Venezuela

VOLKER TÜRK |
UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

We look
forward to
continuing to

expand our critical
and critically
important
partnership (with
India) and how it’s going to benefit
the American people

KARINE JEAN-PIERRE |
WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY, US

Pak, Taliban clash:
3 civilians dead
Islamabad: Pakistani and
Afghan Taliban forces traded
cross-border fire near a key
northwestern crossing, killing
a woman and two children on
the Afghan side of the border,
officials said Tuesday. There
was no immediate word on
casualties on the Pakistani side
of the Torkham border which
was shut, disrupting trade and
movement of people between
the two countries, local
Pakistani official Zahid Khan
said. Torkham, a key border
crossing, is located in
Pakistan’s northwestern
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.

Yemen’s Houthis
seize UN office 
Cairo: Yemen’s Houthi rebels
stormed the headquarters of
the United Nations’ Human
Rights Office in the capital,
Sanaa, seizing documents,
furniture and vehicles, a
senior UN official said
Tuesday. The seizure was the
latest move in a crackdown by
the Houthis on people working
with the UN, aid agencies and
foreign embassies. The
crackdown comes as the
Iranian-backed rebels have
been targeting shipping
throughout the Red Sea
corridor over the Israel-Hamas
war in the Gaza Strip. 

Poland buys 96
Apache from US
Warsaw: Poland Tuesday
signed a contract with the US
to buy 96 AH-64E Apache
attack helicopters as it
bolsters its armed forces
following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Under the deal with
the US government
announced by Defence
Minister Wladyslaw Kosiniak-
Kamysz, the helicopters will
provide new combat
capabilities in terms of target
engagement and
reconnaissance, and will
replace Poland’s post-Soviet
Mi-24 helicopters. The deal
provides a logistics package,
including equipment for
helicopter maintenance,
airport and hangar equipment
and technical support, a
training package, and
ammunition and spare parts.

Militant attack
in Pakistan
Quetta: Suspected militants
riding on a motorcycle hurled
a hand grenade at a store
selling Pakistani national flags
in the restive southwestern
Baluchistan province Tuesday,
killing at least one person and
wounding six others ahead of
Pakistan’s 77th Independence
day. No one has claimed
responsibility for the attack.

SHORT TAKES

international

REUTERS

Dubai, August 13: Only a cease-
fire deal in Gaza stemming from
hoped-for talks this week would
hold Iran back from direct re-
taliation against Israel for the as-
sassination of  Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh on its soil, three
senior Iranian officials said.

Iran has vowed a severe re-
sponse to Haniyeh’s killing,
which took place as he visited
Tehran late last month and which
it blamed on Israel. Israel has nei-
ther confirmed or denied its in-
volvement. The US Navy has de-
ployed warships and a submarine
to the Middle East to bolster
Israeli defenses.

One of  the sources, a senior
Iranian security official, said
Iran, along with allies such as
Hezbollah, would launch a di-
rect attack if  the Gaza talks fail
or it perceives Israel is dragging
out negotiations. The sources
did not say how long Iran would
allow for talks to progress be-
fore responding.

With an increased risk of  a
broader Middle East war after the

kil l ings  of  Haniyeh and
Hezbollah commander Fuad
Shukr, Iran has been involved in
intense dialogue with Western
countries and the United States
in recent days on ways to cali-
brate retaliation, said the sources,
who all spoke on condition of
anonymity due to the sensitivity
of  the matter.

In  comments  published
Tuesday, the US ambassador to
Turkey confirmed Washington
was asking allies to help con-
vince Iran to de-escalate ten-
sions. Three regional govern-
ment  sources  described

conversations with Tehran to
avoid escalation ahead of  the
Gaza ceasefire talks, due to begin
Thursday in either Egypt or
Qatar.

“We hope our response will
be timed and executed in a way
that does not harm a potential
ceasefire,” Iran’s mission to the
UN said Friday in a statement.
Iran’s foreign ministry Tuesday
said calls to exercise restraint
“contradict principles of  inter-
national law.”

Iran’s foreign ministry and
its Revolutionary Guards Corps
did not immediately respond to

questions for this story. The
Israeli Prime Minister’s Office
and the US State Department
did not respond to questions.

“Something could happen as

soon as this week by Iran and its
proxies. That is a US assessment
as well as an Israel assessment,”
White House spokesperson John
Kirby told reporters Monday.

“If  something does happen this
week, the timing of  it could cer-
tainly well have an impact on
these talks we want to do
Thursday,” he added. At the week-
end, Hamas cast doubt on whether
talks would go ahead. Israel and
Hamas have held several rounds
of  talks in recent months without
agreeing a final ceasefire.

In Israel, many observers be-
lieve a response is imminent
after Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei said Iran would
“harshly punish” Israel for the
strike in Tehran.

Gaza truce must for peace: Iran
A senior Iranian security
official, said Iran, along

with allies such as
Hezbollah, would launch 

a direct attack if the 
Gaza talks fail

Gaza ceasefire talks may not go
ahead this week

Iran prepared to attack if no
progress on talks 

Intense diplomatic efforts to
prevent wider Middle East war

Something could
happen as soon as
this week by Iran and

its proxies. That is a
US assessment as well as
an Israel assessment
JOHN KIRBY | WHITE HOUSE
SPOKESPERSON, US Hamas demands implementation of ceasefire plan

Jerusalem: The US said that it expected Gaza ceasefire talks slated for
Thursday to go ahead as planned, and that an agreement was still possible.
Axios reported that US Secretary of State Antony Blinken planned to set off
Tuesday for discussions in Qatar, Egypt and Israel. The Israeli government
said it would send a delegation to Thursday’s talks to finalise the details of
the agreement proposal. But Hamas is demanding a workable plan to
implement the proposal, presented by US President Joe Biden in May,
rather than more talks. A Hamas official told Reuters that a CNN report
saying the group planned to attend Thursday was wrong. “Our statement
the other day was clear, what is needed is the implementation, not more
negotiation,” said the official, who declined to be named owing to the
sensitivity of the issue. Hamas fired two rockets at Israel’s commercial hub
Tel Aviv Tuesday for the first time in months and Israeli airstrikes killed at
least 19 Palestinians in Gaza, as mediators aimed to resume ceasefire talks
later in the week. There were no reports of casualties in Israel. Two rockets
had been fired from Gaza, the Israeli military said, one of which fell in the
sea and the other had not reached Israeli territory.

REUTERS

Moscow, August 13: Russian
forces Tuesday struck back at
Ukrainian troops with missiles,
drones and airstrikes in actions
that one senior commander said
had halted Ukraine’s advance
after the biggest attack on sov-
ereign Russian territory since the
war began.

Ukrainian soldiers smashed
through the Russian border a
week ago in a surprise attack
that Russian President Vladimir
Putin said was aimed at im-
proving Kyiv’s negotiating po-
sition ahead of  possible talks
and slowing the advance of

Russian forces along the front.
Ukraine carved out a slice of

Russian territory, illustrating
the weakness of  Russia’s bor-

der defences and prompting
Moscow to evacuate at least
200,000 people while it rushed
in reserves and imposed a se-
curity lockdown.

Russian war bloggers reported
intense battles across the Kursk
front as Ukrainian forces tried
to expand their control, though
they said Russia was bringing in
soldiers and heavy weaponry
and had repelled many of  the
Ukrainian attacks. Russia’s de-
fence ministry published footage
of  Sukhoi Su-34 bombers strik-
ing  at  what  i t  said  were
Ukrainian troops in the Kursk
border region and of  infantry
storming Ukrainian positions.

Russia strikes back at Ukrainian forces 

REUTERS

Dhaka,  August  13 : A
Bangladesh court ordered an in-
vestigation Tuesday into former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
role in the death of  a grocery
shop owner in the capital Dhaka
during last month’s deadly stu-
dent-led protests, the com-
plainant’s lawyer said.

The case filed by Amir Hamza
against Hasina and six others
was accepted by Dhaka’s chief
metropolitan magistrate’s court
after a hearing, Hamza’s lawyer
Anwarul Islam said. Magistrate
Rajesh Chowdhury ordered po-
lice to investigate the case,
Islam added. It was the first
case filed against Hasina fol-
lowing a violent uprising that
killed about 300 people, many
of  them college and university
students. She fled to India
August 5 and has been shel-
tering in New Delhi.

The other accused in the case
included Obaidul Quader, the
general secretary of  Hasina’s
Awami League party, former
Interior Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan Kamal and other senior po-
lice officials.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh’s in-
terim government Tuesday
cancelled a national holiday
August 15, marking the assas-
sination of  the country’s
founder and deposed Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s fa-
ther Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Hasina faces
murder charges

Bangladesh's Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus interacts with Hindu community members at the famous Dhakeshwari
Temple in Dhaka, Tuesday PTI PHOTO

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dubai, August 13: A suspected
attack by Yemen’s Houthi rebels
targeted a ship in the southern
reaches of  the Red Sea early
Tuesday, officials said.

Already, the Houthi assaults
have have disrupted the $1 tril-
lion of  goods that flow annually
through the maritime route cru-
cial to trade between Asia,
Europe and the Middle East,
while also sparking the most in-
tense combat the US Navy has
seen since World War II.

The attack happened around
115 kilometres south of  the
Houthi-held port city of  Hodeida,
the British military’s United
Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations centre said. The at-
tack saw an explosive detonate
near the ship, though “the ves-
sel and crew are reported safe,”
the UKMTO said.

The private security firm
Ambrey similarly reported the
attack, saying the ship saw “two
close-proximity’ explosions.”

Though the Houthis didn’t
immediately claim the attack,
it sometimes can take hours or
even days to acknowledge their
assaults. They’ve also claimed
others that apparently haven’t
happened. The UKMTO later
Tuesday morning reported an-
other attack off  Hodeida, with-
out offering further details.

The rebels maintain that they
have targeted ships linked to
Israel, the United States or the
UK to force an end to Israel’s
war against Hamas in Gaza. 

Suspected attack
by Houthi rebels
targets ship in
southern Red Sea

REUTERS

London, August 13: British au-
thorities have now arrested more
than 1,000 people following days
of  rioting involving violence,
arson and looting as well as
racist attacks targeting Muslims
and migrants, a national polic-
ing body said Tuesday.

The riots, which followed the
killings of  three young girls in
the northern English town of
Southport, began after the July
29 attack was wrongly blamed on
an Islamist migrant based on
online misinformation.

Violence broke out in cities
across England and also in
Northern Ireland, but there have
been fewer instances of  unrest
since last week after efforts to
identify those involved were
ramped up.

Many have been swiftly
jailed, with some receiving

long sentences
The National Police Chiefs’

Council said in its latest update
that 1,024 had been arrested and
575 charged across the UK.

Those arrested include a 69-
year-old accused of  vandalism in
Liverpool and a 11-year-old boy
in Belfast.

A 13-year-old girl pleaded guilty
to violent disorder at Basingstoke
Magistrates’ Court, prosecutors
said, having been seen July 31
punching and kicking the en-
trance to a hotel for asylum seek-
ers.

“This alarming incident will
have caused genuine fear
amongst people who were being
targeted by these thugs, and it is
particularly distressing to learn
that such a young girl partici-
pated in this violent disorder,”
prosecutor Thomas Power said.

The last time Britain witnessed
widespread rioting was in 2011,
when the fatal shooting of  a
Black man by police triggered
several days of  street violence.

Fast and tough judicial action
was viewed as helping quell the
unrest in 2011, when around
4,000 people were arrested over
several weeks.

UK riot arrests cross 1k
The National Police

Chiefs’ Council says in its
latest update that 1,024

had been arrested and 575
charged across the UK

The United Auto Workers
filed federal labor charges
against former president

Donald Trump and business-
man Elon Musk after a high-
profile conversation Monday
evening on Musk’s social media
platform X, the union said
Tuesday.

The charges of  unfair labor
practices that the autoworkers
union filed with the National
Labor Relations Board allege
that, during their conversation,
Trump and Musk illegally
threatened and intimidated
workers who engage in pro-
tected labor activity, such as
strikes.

“I mean, I look at what you
do,” Trump told Musk during
the rambling interview. “You

walk in, you say, ‘You want to
quit?’ They go on strike. I
won’t mention the name of
the company, but they go on
strike, and you say, ‘That’s
okay. You’re all gone. You’re all
gone. So, every one of  you is
gone.’ ”

The charges were filed against
Musk as a representative of
Tesla, the electric vehicle com-
pany where he is the chief  ex-
ecutive and largest shareholder.
The union has been trying to or-
ganize workers there. The UAW
recently endorsed Vice President
Kamala Harris, and its mem-
bers met with her last week in
Michigan.

More than 1 million X users
tuned in to Trump and Musk’s
conversation.

“When we say Trump stands
against everything our union
stands for, this is what we mean,”
UAW President Shawn Fain said
in a statement. “Both Trump
and Musk want working class
people to sit down and shut up,
and they laugh about it openly.
It’s disgusting, illegal, and totally
predictable from these two
clowns.”

Musk posted on X in response
to the UAW’s charges Tuesday,
“the last two UAW presidents
went to prison for bribery &
corruption and, based on re-
cent news, it looks like this guy
will join them!”

The two UAW presidents
who preceded Fain did not
go to prison, but two earlier
UAW chiefs who led the union

in the late 2010s served time
in prison after corruption
convictions.

Musk did not immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment via Tesla or X.

Under the National Labor
Relations Act, it is illegal to
fire workers for legally going
on strike or to threaten them
for doing so. The National
Labor Relations Board will
now investigate whether a
labor law violation occurred.
If  the board determines that
violations occurred, it could
issue penalties against Musk
or Trump.

Trump’s campaign did not
immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment. 

THE WASHINGTON POST

United Auto Workers files federal labor charges against Trump, Musk

Vice President Kamala Harris and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz applaud Thursday
as United Auto Workers President Shawn Fain speaks during a campaign rally
at the union's Local 900 in Wayne, Mich. (Jeff Kowalsky/AFP/Getty Images)
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Japan is one of the most quality-
conscious and advanced automobile

markets in the world. Our export to Japan is a
testament to Maruti Suzuki’s capability to
manufacture world-class vehicles that
exemplify cutting-edge technology,
exceptional performance, internationally
recognised safety, and quality standards
HISASHI TAKEUCHI | MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA MD & CEO

The Indian smartphone market grew 3.2 per cent
with 39 million units shipment in the second
quarter of 2024, market research firm
International Data Corporation said Tuesday. The
market was led by Chinese smartphone maker
Vivo with a 16.5 per cent share in volume terms, it
said. Apple led the super-premium segment, which
are smartphones priced above `67,000 apiece. 

SMARTPHONE MARKET GROWS 3.2%
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We continue to
be on the
profitable

growth journey,
crossing `10,000
crore revenue for the
first time ever,
accompanied by highest ever
underlying PAT

NIRANJAN GUPTA | HERO MOTOCORP CEO

of the
day uote 

The unusual
changes in
demand

pattern, partly due to
extreme weather
conditions during the
quarter saw high
electricity demand and mismatches 

MANOJ KUMAR JHAWAR | CMD, PTC INDIA

Reforms
package was
announced

with the objective of
saying support needs
to be provided and
the government is
very clearly focused on having three
healthy private operators... 

AKSHAYA MOONDRA | CEO VODAFONE IDEA

Vedanta to sell
2.6% stake in HZL 
New Delhi: Mining
conglomerate Vedanta Ltd
Tuesday said that its board
has approved the sale of up to
11 crore shares or 2.60 per
cent stake in Hindustan Zinc
through an offer for sale
(OFS). The company did not
disclose the details of the
floor price and the date of
OFS. “The duly authorised
Committee of Directors of
Vedanta Ltd ('Committee'), at
its meeting held today on
August 13, 2024, has approved
the sale of up to 11,00,00,000
equity shares of Hindustan
Zinc Ltd (HZL), representing
2.60 per cent of the issued and
paid-up equity share capital of
HZL, by way of an offer for
sale through the stock
exchange mechanism,”
Vedanta said in a regulatory
filing. At the end of the June
quarter, Vedanta owned 64.92
per cent stake in Hindustan
Zinc while the government
had 29.54 per cent.

Hindalco Q1 
profit rises 25%
New Delhi: Aditya Birla
Group’s metal flagship
Hindalco Industries Tuesday
reported a 25.2 per cent rise in
consolidated profit at `3,074
crore for the June quarter on
the back of favourable
macros, operational
efficiencies and lower input
costs. The company had
posted consolidated profit of
`2,454 crore in the year-ago
period, Hindalco Industries
said in a regulatory filing. In a
statement, the company said
the consolidated PAT in the
first quarter of FY'25 "was 
`3,074 crore compared to 
`2,454 crore in Q1 FY24, up by
25 per cent year-on-year
(YoY)." Total income during
the quarter under review rose
to `57,437 crore, over `53,382
crore in the year-ago period.

Godrej Industries
Q1 profit up 81%
New Delhi: Business
conglomerate Godrej
Industries Ltd on Tuesday
reported an 81 per cent
increase in consolidated net
profit at `322.49 crore for the
April-June quarter of 2024, on
higher income. Its net profit
stood at `178.06 crore in the
year-ago period. Total income
increased to `5,259.41 crore
in the April-June period of
2024-25 fiscal, from `4,893.40
crore in the corresponding
period of the previous year,
according to a regulatory
filing. Godrej Industries has
presence in chemicals, estate
management (real estate),
finance & investments. On
business performance of its
subsidiaries, joint ventures
and associate companies,
Godrej Industries said the
consolidated sales of 
Godrej Consumer Products
Ltd (GCPL) stood at `3,311
crore in the first quarter 
of this fiscal.

SHORT TAKES
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: The
Supreme Court Tuesday closed
the contempt proceedings against
yoga guru Ramdev, his aide
Balkrishna and Patanjali
Ayurved Limited after accept-
ing the apology tendered by them
in the misleading advertisements
case.

“The court has closed the con-
tempt proceedings based on the
undertakings given by Ramdev,
Balkrishna and Patanjali
Ayurved Ltd,” advocate Gautam
Talukdar, who represented the
yoga guru, Balkrishna and the
firm, said.

A bench of  justices Hima Kohli
and Ahsanuddin Amanullah had
May 14 reserved its order on the
contempt notice issued to
Ramdev,  Balkrishna and
Patanjali Ayurved Ltd in the
case.

The apex court is hearing a
plea filed by the Indian Medical
Association (IMA) alleging a
smear campaign against the
Covid vaccination drive and
modern systems of  medicine. 

February 27, the top court had
issued notices to Patanjali
Ayurved and managing direc-
tor Balkrishna asking why con-
tempt proceedings should not
be initiated against them for
prima facie violating the firm’s
undertaking given in the court

earlier about advertising of  its
products and their medicinal 
efficacy.

The court had March 19 said
it was deemed appropriate to
issue a show cause notice to
Ramdev as the advertisements
issued by Patanjali, which were
in the teeth of  the undertaking
given to the court November 21,
2023, reflect an endorsement 
by him.

In its November 21, 2023 order,
the top court had noted that the
counsel representing Patanjali
Ayurved had assured it that
“henceforth there shall not be any
violation of  any law(s), espe-

cially relating to advertising or
branding of  products manufac-
tured and marketed by it and, fur-
ther, that no casual statements
claiming medicinal efficacy or
against any system of  medicine
will be released to the media in
any form.”

T he top  cour t  had said
Patanjali Ayurved Ltd is “bound
down to such assurance.”

Non-adherence to the specific
assurance and subsequent media
statements by the firm had irked
the apex court, which later issued
notice to them to show cause as
to why contempt proceedings
be not initiated against them.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: Indian
FMCG companies with opera-
tions in violence-hit Bangladesh
say their business in the neigh-
bouring country is slowly re-
turning to normalcy after being
shut for about a week.

Leading FMCG companies,
including Marico, Dabur, Emami,
Pidilite Industries, Britannia
and Godrej Consumer Products,
have operations in Bangladesh,
which recently faced violent
clashes leading to a regime
change there. Besides, leading
QSR chain Jubilant FoodWorks
Ltd (JFL), a master franchisee of
American pizza restaurant chain
Domino’s, also operates around
30 stores in Bangladesh.

Marico, which has the biggest
exposure in Bangladesh, has in-
formed the bourses that its man-
ufacturing operations in the coun-
try resumed at normal scale
August 11. “Operating conditions
in the market have been gradually
improving and a large majority
of  our retail sales force and dis-
tributors have been functioning
since last week,” the Mariwala-
promoted FMCG maker said.

In Bangladesh, Marico oper-
ates in personal care, baby care,
edible oil and food segments,
and has contributed 44 per cent
to the international sales of  the
company. It has two factories in
Gazipur, Dhaka, and five depots.

“We continue to prioritise the
safety of  our employees, factory
workers, distributors and other
stakeholders of  our business,”
it said adding “we firmly be-
lieve that the medium-term
prospects of  Marico's business
in Bangladesh remain intact.”

It had incorporated a sub-
sidiary Marico Bangladesh in
1999. It is a listed entity on the
Dhaka and Chittagong stock ex-
changes and is amongst the top
3 FMCG MNCs in Bangladesh.

Dabur India also said its fac-
tory and stockists are opera-
tional now after being shut for
about a week during the tur-
moil.

“We are monitoring the situ-
ation closely and we will make
all efforts to resume normalcy in
operations,” said Dabur CEO
Mohit Malhotra.

He further said Bangladesh
accounts for under 1 per cent of
the consolidated revenue and
under 0.5 per cent of  profits.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, August 13: Equity
benchmark BSE Sensex tum-
bled nearly 700 points to sink
below the 79,000 level Tuesday,
extending its losses for the sec-
ond straight day due to selling
pressure in HDFC Bank, SBI
and ITC amid fresh foreign cap-
ital outflows. 

Besides, deep losses in com-
modity, banking and financial
stocks and concer ns over
stretched valuation contributed
to the steep market decline, an-
alysts said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex tum-
bled 692.89 points or 0.87 per
cent to settle at 78,956.03. During
the day, it tanked 759.54 points
or 0.95 per cent to 78,889.38.

The NSE Nifty slumped 208
points or 0.85 per cent to 24,139.

A total of  2,676 stocks declined
while 1,266 advanced and 84 re-
mained unchanged on the BSE.

“The domestic market plunged
into red terrain in the latter
half, amidst mixed global sen-
timents. Recent IIP data indi-
cates a lacklustre growth in the
major manufacturing sector.
Persistent selling by FIIs and
elevated valuations are further
contributing to the decline. All
sectors, especially banking,
metal were in red, while HDFC
Bank declined due to lower-than-
expected passive fund inflows

in the recent MSCI index rejig,”
said  Vinod  Nair,  He ad  o f
Research, Geojit Financial
Services. 

From the 30 Sensex firms,
HDFC Bank declined over 3 per
cent. Tata Steel, Bajaj Finance,
State Bank of  India, Tata Motors,
Power Grid and JSW Steel were
the other laggards.

In contrast, Titan, HCL Tech,
Nestle, Sun Pharma, Reliance
and Mahindra & Mahindra were
the gainers.

Seve n f ir m s,  incl ud ing
Vodafone Idea and Oil India,

would be included in the MSCI
India Index effective August 30,
2024, as per the latest index re-
view by MSCI.

Dixon Technologies (India),
Oil India, Oracle Financial
Services Software, Prestige
Estates Projects, Rail Vikas
Nigam, Vodafone Idea and Zydus
Lifesciences are the additions to
the MSCI India Index, according
to an announcement by index
compiler MSCI.

“The MSCI rebalancing is un-
folding as anticipated, leading
to mixed reactions among stocks

-- some are seeing gains, while
others are experiencing profit-
booking. A key focus is HDFC
Bank, which will see an in-
creased weight, though with a
lower  adjustment  f actor.
Consequently, the inflows will
occur in two tranches, amount-
ing to over USD 1.8 billion.” 

“HDFC Bank is currently
under pressure after outper-
forming the market in the days
leading up to the MSCI rebal-
ancing, driven by expectations
despite its weak earnings. The
stock is now facing profit-book-
ing, as investors react to the
phased inflows,” said Santosh
Meena, Head of  Research,
Swastika Investmart Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge declined
1.16 per cent, and the midcap
index dipped 0.98 per cent.

Among the indices, com-
modities dropped 1.84 per cent,
financial services declined 1.73
per cent, bankex (1.45 per cent),
metal (1.37 per cent), services
(1.18 per cent) and capital goods
(0.84 per cent). 

Consumer Durables emerged
as the only gainer among the
indices.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) again turned sellers
Monday as they offloaded equi-
ties worth ̀ 4,680.51 crore after a
day's breather, according to ex-
change data.

In November 2009, just a year
after the financial meltdown,
Ben Bernanke, then-chair of

the U.S. Federal Reserve, made
a striking statement: “September
and October of  2008 was the
worst financial crisis in global
history, including the Great
Depression.” Reflecting on this
today, a decade later, it’s clear
that Bernanke’s assertion holds
true; the events of  2008 serve as
a stark reminder of  how rap-
idly and extensively global fi-
nancial crises can develop in
the twenty-first century.

The narrative of  the finan-
cial crisis is well-known. It all
began in 2007 with a decline in
the real estate markets of  the
U.S. and Europe. As housing
prices  plummeted from
California to Ireland, many
homeowners struggled to keep
up with their mortgage pay-
ments, putting pressure on
lenders. Due to the intercon-
nectedness of  global banking,
securities, and funding markets,
the fallout quickly affected major
financial institutions worldwide.
By late 2008, banks in countries

such as Belgium, France,
Germany, Ireland, Latvia, the
Netherlands, Portugal, Russia,
Spain, South Korea, the United
Kingdom, and the United States
were grappling with severe crises.
Some had already failed, and
many more were on the brink of
collapse.

The Great Depression of  the
1930s is remembered as the worst
economic disaster in modern
history—one that resulted in
large part from inept policy re-
sponses—but it was far less syn-
chronized than the crash in 2008.
Although more banks failed dur-
ing the Depression, these fail-
ures were scattered between 1929
and 1933 and involved far smaller
balance sheets. In 2008, both the
scale and the speed of  the im-
plosion were breathtaking.
According to data from the Bank
for International Settlements,
gross capital flows around the
world plunged by 90 percent be-
tween 2007 and 2008. 

As capital flows dried up, the
crisis soon morphed into a crush-
ing recession in the real economy.
The “great trade collapse” of

2008 was the most severe syn-
chronized contraction in inter-
national trade ever recorded.
Within nine months of  their
pre-crisis peak, in April 2008,
global exports were down by 22
percent. (During the Great
Depression, it took nearly two
years for trade to slump by a
similar amount.) In the United
States between late 2008 and
early 2009, 800,000 people were los-
ing their jobs every month. By
2015, over nine million American
families would lose their homes
to foreclosure—the largest forced

population movement in the
United States since the Dust
Bowl. In Europe, meanwhile,
failing banks and fragile public
finances created a crisis that
nearly split the eurozone.

The year 2008 can be seen as
a moment of  transition. On the
one hand, it marked a twenty-
first-century global crisis. On
the other hand, the management
of  that crisis relied on networks
of  interdependence shaped by the
twentieth-century history of  the
transatlantic relationship—net-
works that were deep but that

leaders on both sides of  the di-
vide now seem eager to leave
behind. 

What are the implications for
the future? Many predicted that
in the aftermath of  the crisis, the
dollar would lose its status as
the world’s leading currency,
but the opposite has happened.
According to figures compiled by
the economists Ethan Ilzetzki,
Carmen Reinhart, and Kenneth
Rogoff, today the dollar is the
anchor currency—the standard
against which other currencies
are pegged—for countries rep-
resenting around 70 percent of
global GDP, up from closer to 60
percent at the turn of  the mil-
lennium. It was European, not
American, finance that retreated.
The events of  2008 left the
European banks in a weakened
position, and since then, they
have repeatedly looked to
Washington for support. When
the eurozone crisis was at its
most acute, in 2010, the Fed re-
opened its swap lines, and in
November 2013, they were made
permanent.

At the same time as the Fed

tided the European banks over
during the crisis, U.S. regula-
tors began to take an increas-
ingly dim view of  their stability.
During negotiations in the Basel
Committee  on Banking
Supervision throughout 2010,
U.S. and European officials
clashed over tightening bank-
ing rules and capital require-
ments. And after Obama signed
the Dodd-Frank financial regu-
lations into law in July of  that
year, U.S. regulators began using
the law’s provisions to force
European banks in the United
States to either comply with the
tougher standards or exit the
U.S. market. 

The ultimate outcome of  the
crisis was thus an unwinding
of  the extraordinarily tight con-
nection between U.S.  and
European finance that had char-
acterized the 1990s and early
years of  this century. Between
2009 and 2017, the foreign claims
of  banks as a share of  global
GDP—a rough proxy for finan-
cial globalization—fell by roughly
22 percentage points, or around
$9.5 trillion. AGENCIES

REUTERS

Mumbai, August 13: Investment
in a type of  bond derivative
called forward rate agreements
could likely rise in India as the
interest rate cycle turns and the
country’s largest insurer enters
the market, traders said.

Forward rate agreements
(FRA) are contracts between
banks and insurance firms that
allow the latter to lock in rates
for a future date, protecting them
from volatility. Insurers entering
such deals can offer guaranteed
returns to policy holders.

Central banks globally and in
India are poised to cut rates over
coming months. Rising demand
for debt via derivatives such as
FRAs from insurance compa-
nies could lead to yields falling
and help lower borrowing costs
for the government.

We are already in talks with
banks to start FRA trades in
near future, Siddhartha Mohanty,
Life Insurance Corporation's
CEO, said in a media briefing
last week.

The widening spreads between
government bond yields and
overnight indexed swaps (OIS)
is aiding demand for such in-
struments, traders said.

Five-year OIS rate has crashed

30 bps since July 1, while yields
for bonds maturing in 10 years
and above dipped 4 bps-13 bps on
rising U.S. rate cut bets.

“At the current level, we should
be seeing more interest in FRAs,”
Vikas Jain, head of  India fixed
income, currencies and com-
modities at Bank of  America
said.

FRA trades worth around 113
billion rupees ($1.35 billion) took
place between July 1 and August
2, up nearly 20% from 87 billion
rupees in June, clearing house
data showed. Traders are an-
ticipating a further jump with
LIC entering the market.

There has also been increased
demand for ‘Separate Trading of
Registered Interest and Principal
of  Securities (STRIPS)’, traders
said. These are bond instru-
ments that dealers “strip” to sell
the principal payment and
coupon rates separately.

Financial crisis & the fragility of 21st century

Sensex tumbles amid broad-based selloff

SC closes contempt case
against Ramdev, Patanjali 

Indian FMCG firms
resume ops in B’desh

FRA trades to get boost
as LIC enters market

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi ,  August  13 :
Competition Commission has
recalled the investigation report
in the case related to alleged
anti-competitive practices of
technology major Apple to pro-
tect the ‘legal rights of  all par-
ties involved’.

The rare move by the regula-
tor has come amid concerns
raised by Apple that confidential
information related to its busi-
ness was part of  the probe report
that was sent to the parties in-
volved in the case, sources said
Tuesday.

When contacted, Competition
Commission of  India (CCI)
Secretary Inder Pal Singh Bindra
told PTI that the directions is-
sued to the Director General are
procedural in nature to protect the
legal rights of  all parties involved.

The sources said the regula-
tor has asked the DG to remove
the confidential business infor-
mation from the non-confiden-
tial report. Under the competition
law, the regulator orders a de-
tailed probe by its Director
General (DG) against a company
in case there is prima-facie ev-
idence of  violations. Once the
probe report is submitted to CCI,
the non-confidential version of
the report is shared with the
company and other parties con-
cerned for their responses.

After receiving the responses,
CCI will start the final hearings
and then pass the final order in
the case.

Apple case: CCI
recalls probe report
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: Sports
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya in-
formed Tuesday that he will hold
a meeting with the bronze medal-
winning Indian men’s hockey
team before September 10 to
chalk out future plans in their en-
deavour to clinch the gold medal
in 2028 Los Angeles Games.

Mandaviya felicitated star cus-
todian PR Sreejesh, defender
Sanjay, Amit Rohidas and striker
Abhishek after their return from
Paris here. 

“It’s been a wonderful per-
formance from you guys, we did-

n’t get the gold but we came very
close to it and the way you guys
inspired after the semifinal loss
is commendable,” Mandaviya
told the players. “But it’s not the
end of  the road and I will sit
with you by September 10 and

churn out future course of  action
so that we should return with
nothing less than gold from Los
Angeles. I will seek your opinion
how to go about it and try to pro-
vide you all possible support
from the government,” the min-
ister added.

Mandaviya also said he was
satisfied with the performance
of  the Indian contingent even
though they couldn’t match last
edition’s result of  seven medals.
In Paris, India managed to win
only six medals. The Indians,
however, missed out on seven
medals, finishing fourth in each
of  the events, a fact which

Mandaviya rued.
“In Tokyo, we won seven

medals but in Paris we won six.
But the fact is we missed out on
seven more medals by finishing
fourth, which is a worthy per-
formance,” he said. 

Mandaviya had earlier felic-
itated the others members of
the hockey who had returned
last week.

Meanwhile world renowned
explorer Mike Horn who acted
as the motivational coach for
the Indian hockey team and con-
ducted an intense three-day men-
tal toughness boot camp ahead
of  the Paris Olympics has said
that the squad have it in them to
go for a gold in four years’ time
in Los Angeles.

“The bronze they won is a re-
flection of  their dedication, and
I believe they have set a strong
foundation for future successes,
including the possibility of  going
for gold in the next Olympics,”
Horn told this agency.

“While they didn’t secure the
gold, the fact that they were so
close is a testament to their hard
work and determination. It’s im-
portant to recognise that winning
a medal,  especially at the
Olympics, is an immense achieve-
ment,” added Horn. 

The biggest win for India in
the group stage came when
they defeated Australia for the
first time in 52 years. Their
true mental fortitude and team
bonding came to fore when
they defeated Great Britain in
a shootout, despite being re-
duced to 10 players early in the
second quarter.

“I followed their journey at
Paris 2024 very closely, and I
was genuinely impressed by
their resilience and how they
handled the pressure. They have
so much to be proud of, and it
was an honour to be a small
part of  their journey,” said the
58-year-old Horn. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: Ace
Indian pistol shooter Manu
Bhaker has set her sights on
winning multiple medals at the
Olympics in future following
her historic feat at the Paris
Games. The 22-year-old scripted
history to become the first
I n d i a n  at h l e t e  i n  p o s t -
Independence era to win two
Olympic medals in a single edi-
tion of  the Games.

Bhaker won a bronze each in
the women’s 10m air pistol and

10m air pistol mixed team event
– where she had paired with
Sarabjot Singh.

“I think we all work hard to
win medals. But if  that happens
(winning more than 2 individual
medals at Olympics), then that
would be great. The aim is to
work hard and better this per-
formance in the future,” Bhaker
stated Tuesday.

“(I am) aiming to win many
more Olympic medals for India,”
added Bhaker, who returned to
the country after participating
in the Olympics closing cere-

mony. She had the honour of
being India’s flag-bearer along-
side veteran hockey goalkeeper
PR Sreejesh.

“Being the flag-bearer was the
opportunity of  a lifetime, I am
grateful that I got this opportu-
nity and will cherish this for
my entire life,” Bhaker said.

“I have a very friendly bond
with Sreejesh bhaiya. I have
known him since I was a young
kid. He is always very friendly,
helpful and kind. He made it a lot
easier for me in the closing cer-
emony,” the shooter added.

Bhaker had returned to India
last week but had flown back to
Paris for the closing ceremony.
She was accompanied at the
Indira Gandhi International
Airport by her coach Jaspal
Rana and mother Sumedha.

“I am happy for her (Bhaker).
I am happy for the players. When
I went to Paris, I met the hockey
team, wrestler Aman Sehrawat,
Neeraj Chopra. I just hope all
these athletes keep winning
medals and all the mothers of
this nation will be happy,” said
Bhaker’s mom.

Meeting to plan for hockey gold
Sports minister to meet players before Sept 10 to discuss ways to win gold medal at the LA Olympics in 2028 

ROUSING WELCOME: Amit Rohidas (middle) and PR Sreejesh (right) proudly show their bronze medals upon their
arrival in New Delhi, Tuesday   PTI PHOTO  

Harmanpreet
Singh’s leadership

was crucial to the
team’s success, and he
has undoubtedly
cemented his place as
one of the all-time greats
in Indian hockey
MIKE HORN

Bhaker sets sight on 
more Olympic medals 

Manu Bhaker with her coach Jaspal Rana and others in Paris PTI PHOTO

Manu may skip
World Cup: Rana
New Delhi: Paris Olympic double
medallist Manu Bhaker may skip
October’s World Cup here as she
has decided to take a three-
month break, her coach Jaspal
Rana said Tuesday. “I am not sure
whether she will be at the shooting
World Cup in October because she
is taking a three-month break. It’s
a normal break, she has been
training for a long time,” Rana
stated. The shooting World Cup is
scheduled to take place here
October 13 to 18. Rana added that
Bhaker’s next aim would be to win
gold at the Asian Games and
Commonwealth Games in 2026. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: India’s
doubles specialist in badminton
Ashwini Ponnappa said Tuesday
she received little to no indi-
vidual financial assistance from
the Sports Ministry in the build
up to Paris Olympics and even
her request for a coach was
turned down.

The Sports Authority of  India
(SAI) had earlier come out with
a document, detailing the fi-
nancial support provided to the
Paris-bound Indian athletes.

It mentions that Ashwini
was provided `4,50,000 under
TOPS and `1,48,04,080 under
annual calendar for Training
and Competition (ACTC), which
included the procurement of
Game Ready recovery equip-
ment, international competi-
tions and sparring partner in
the Paris cycle.

“I’m absolutely shocked… I
don’t mind not getting money but
telling the nation that I got money
is ridiculous. I haven’t received
it. Like if  you’re talking about
national camp, then that ̀ 1.5 crore
is spent on all the campers,”
Ashwini told this agency.

“I don’t even have a specific
coach. As for my personalised
trainer, I’m paying for him my-
self. I’m not taking money from
anyone. I’ve played on my own
until November (2023). I was in-
cluded as part of  TOPS only
after we qualified for the Paris

Olympics,” Ashwini added.
Ashwini, 34, has been one of

the top Indian doubles players,
having won a gold, a silver and
a bronze in the Commonwealth
Games in 2010, 2014 and 2018 
respectively. 

Detailing the `1.48 crore
spending, a SAI source said:
“The ̀ 1.48 crore has been spent
on her travel, stay, food, com-
petition fee, daily allowance
in all the competitions that she
participated in as part of  the
Indian team in the Paris cycle.
T h i s  m o n e y  i s  g ive n  t o
Badminton Association of  India
as part of  ACTC.”

Ashwini, who had paired with
N Sikki Reddy till August, 2022,
joined hands with Tanisha Crasto
in December that year and
started playing in international

tournaments from January 2023.
A series of  good performances
helped them seal their Paris
berth, after which the duo was
included in the TOPS scheme
in May this year.

“The Sports Ministry has al-
ways supported me. I’ve been
part of  the team for years and
I’m grateful for the support.
The last year I haven’t been sup-
ported and it’s okay. But you
can’t say I’ve been given `1.5
crore,” Ashwini pointed out. 

Playing her third Olympics,
Ashwini was left in tears after
she and Tanisha couldn’t win a
single match. “I haven’t played
well, I take responsibility for
that. But you can’t say I’m get-
ting this big an amount when
I haven’t even received it,” 
she asserted.

Ashwini shocked by SAI disclosure
Shuttler says that she never got the amount as detailed by the sports body

Ashwini Ponnappa (playing a shot) and Tanisha Castro during a match at the
Paris Games (FILE PHOTO)

Nadeem honoured
with cash, new car
Lahore: Olympic javelin throw
champion Arshad Nadeem was
Tuesday rewarded with 10 million
rupees and a brand new car by the
Punjab government for his historic
gold medal-winning feat in the just-
concluded Paris Games. Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
handed Nadeem the cash prize and
the car keys when she visited his
village in Mian Chunnu to meet him
and his family. “Arshad deserves
everything he gets because he has
brought so much joy and pride to
the nation,” Nawaz said. The car
presented to the athlete has a
special number plate --  92.97
which is the distance he threw to
set a new Olympic record while
winning gold.

CAS decision deferred
Paris: The ad-hoc division of the
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)
has once again deferred its
decision on Vinesh Phogat’s appeal
against her disqualification from
the Olympic finals, this time till
August 16, prolonging the Indian
wrestler’s wait for a resolution. The
29-year-old was disqualified from
the women’s 50kg freestyle final for
being 100gm overweight. “The CAS
ad hoc division president has
allowed Hon. Dr Annabelle Bennett,
Sole Arbitrator in the Vinesh
Phogat vs United World Wrestling
(UWW) and the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) matter,
an extension until 6.00 pm (Paris
time) on Friday, August 16, 2024,” a
release from the IOA said. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: After a
disappointing campaign at the
Paris Olympics where the coun-
try’s pugilists returned empty-
handed, the Boxing Federation
of  India (BFI) invited applications
Tuesday for a new foreign coach.

Indian boxers fell short of  ex-
pectations at the Paris Games
with all six pugilists, including
reigning World Champions Nikhat
Zareen and Lovlina Borgohain, re-
turning without any medal. India
had won a bronze medal in Tokyo
through Borgohain. 

“The Boxing Federation of  India
is looking for a foreign boxing
coach for their elite national team
in the upcoming four years of  pe-
riod,” the BFI advertisement
stated. “The main goal in India is
to achieve a top result in the up-
coming Olympic Games, Asian
Games, Commonwealth and other
major competitions. The coach
should be pysically fit to demon-
strate techniques to the athletes,”
the advertisement further stated.

However, the current foreign
coach Dmitry Dmitruk, who was
appointed last February, will stay
on till the end of  his two-year
contract. “We have not even dis-
cussed about Dmitry. He will serve
his contract,” a BFI source said.

“Generally all coaches are
contracted for an Olympic cycle
hence we have taken out the ad.
We wanted some applications.
The term of  the new foreign
coach will be for a period of  four
years,” he added. 

BFI seeks new
foreign coach 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, August 13: India is
hoping to win more than 25
medals from their largest-ever
contingent of  84 athletes at the
upcoming Paris Paralympic
Games beginning August 28,
the country’s governing body
chief  Devendra Jhajharia said
here Tuesday.

Jhajharia, himself  a double
gold  medal l is t  at  the
Paralympics, said the Indian
contingent would look the carry
the momentum of  record-break-
ing performances in the 2021
Tokyo Paralympics and 2023
Hangzhou Asian Para Games.

India had won 19 medals at
the Tokyo Paralympics and a
historic 111 medals at the Para
Asian Games.

“This is the biggest para con-
tingent India has ever sent to
the Paralympics. We are very
confident about the overall per-
formance and are sure to win
more than 25 medals,” Jhajharia
said here at an event organised
by the Paralympic Committee
of  India (PCI).

India is set to compete in 12
sports, including archery, ath-
letics, badminton, canoeing, cy-
cling, blind judo, powerlifting,
rowing, shooting, swimming,
table tennis and taekwondo.

“Most of  our athletes are in ex-
cellent shape, having trained
rigorously for this event. We ex-
pect outstanding results, par-

ticularly in athletics, badminton,
archery, and shooting. They are
ready to make India proud,” the
PCI president informed.

The Indian team boast of  a
mix of  experienced and young
athletes. Many of  them are par-
ticipating in their second or
third Paralympics. 

Amit Kumar Saroha, a sea-
soned athlete competing in his
fourth Paralympics, will repre-
sent India in the F51 category dis-
cus throw. The 39-year-old Asian
Para Games medallist is the old-
est member of  the contingent. 

On the other end of  the spec-
trum, the youngest athlete is 17-
year-old archer Sheetal Devi,
who shoots with her legs in-
stead of  her hands due to a
medical condition that has af-
flicted her since birth. She re-
cently made headlines by win-
ning gold medals in individual
compound and mixed team
events in archery at the 2023
Asian Para Games. 

Meanwhile,  ‘ 100  Spor ts
Management Private Limited’
has been awarded the exclusive
broadcasting and digital media
right for Paris Paralympics in
India, according to a release.

India eyeing over 25
medals at Paralympics

This is the biggest para
contingent India has
ever sent to the

Paralympics. We are sure to
win more than 25 medals
DEVENDRA JHAJHARIA | PCI CHIEF

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, August 13: DPS
Kalinga and DAV SCB Public
School won the junior boys’ and
girls’ team titles at the Vth State
Inter-School Table Tennis
Championships here Tuesday. 

In the junior boys’ final DPS
Kalinga defeated New Stewart
School, Cuttack 3-2 in a thrilling
encounter. Jayastu Dasgupta,
Hitesh Agarwal and Naitik
Bhalla represented the win-
ning team. 

In the junior girls’ team final,
DAV SCB Public School trounced
Kendriya Vidyalaya No 1,
Bhubaneswar 3-1.  DAV SCB Public
School was represented by Itishree
Sahoo and Aurosmita Sahoo. 

In the senior boys’ team final

DAV Public School, Cuttack beat
SAI Inter national School,
Bhubaneswar 3-1. Jigyansu
Sahoo, Smarak Ray, Ashutosh
Kr Jha and Brahmaditya Das
represented the winning team. 

In the senior girls’ category

final,  Guru Nanak Public
School, Cuttack scraped past
R a g h u n at h  Jew  H i g h e r
Secondary School, Cuttack 3-2
to win the title. Urja Verma and
Sweta Verma played for Guru
Nanak Public School.   

Titles for DPS Kalinga, DAV SCB

Winning members of DAV SCB Public School (left) and DPS Kalinga OP PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, August 13: Not get-
ting bogged by the enormity of
the occasion was foremost on
wrestler Aman Sehrawat’s mind
when he took the mat for the
Olympic bronze medal play-off
bout. He treated it as another
state level competition.

India’s youngest individual
medal winner at the Paris
Olympics, the 21-year-old from the
iconic Chhatrasal akhadaa
(wrestling academy), gave a sneak
peek into his mindset before the
biggest bout of  his nascent career. 

“First I thought, I am in the
semifinal and I lost six points.
Then it hit me that I’ve lost six
points in an Olympic bout what
should I do now? And before I re-
alised, I lost the match. Then

and there I told myself  that it isn’t
an Olympic bout and I’m still
fighting at the state level,” Aman
said on his return from Paris

here Tuesday. 
“So, I didn’t think of  the bout

it as an Olympic bronze medal
match. Just thought of  it as any
state level game to get my mind
off  the occasion,” the star
wrestler said.

Aman was asked how he man-
aged to cut down weight before
his bouts. “It was not a major
issue, we already had plans to cut
weight and had some 3.5 kg was
increased. So I cut the weight
overnight and then I went for
the weigh in,” said the 57kg di-
vision grappler, who was found
to weigh exactly 100 gram less
than the cut-off  mark, the same
quantity that famed Vinesh
Phogat had exceeded.

Aman was candid enough to
state that he is very happy at be-
coming the youngest Indian to win

an Olympic medal. “Feels great.
Now the aim is to change the
colour of  the medal at the next
Olympics (in Los Angeles in 2028).
I will work hard for it,” he said.

The bronze winner also ac-
knowledged the contribution of
Tokyo Olympics silver medal-
list Ravi Dahiya, who was his
mentor. “Ravi Dahiya has played
a huge role in my journey. We fol-
lowed his footsteps in training
and got inspired by him,” Aman
stated. He also thanked his
brother for taking care of  him
after he lost both his parents at
a tender age. 

“My journey was indeed dif-
ficult but my brother Sagar took
care of  me. Not for once did he
let me feel the parental void. He
took good care of  me,” Aman
informed. 

‘Thought bronze medal bout as state match’

Aman Sehrawat was accorded a huge
welcome on his arrival in New Delhi,
Tuesday    PTI PHOTO 
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