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Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: Pointing
out serious flaws in implemen-
tation of  Krushak Assistance
for Livelihood and Income
Augmentation (KALIA) Yojana,
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of  India in its
report tabled in the Assembly
Wednesday said that the previ-
ous government has doled out
`782.26 crore to 12.72 lakh ineli-
gible beneficiaries under the
scheme, with remote chances of
recovery. The auditor also found
irregularities in disbursement
of  ̀ 18.03-crore post-matric schol-
arship to ghost beneficiaries.

The report said the Agriculture
department had provided KALIA
aid to 65.64 lakh beneficiaries
during 2019-21 and released in-
stalments thrice to 41.64 lakh
beneficiaries, twice to 8.09 lakh
beneficiaries and only once to
15.91 lakh beneficiaries. This
happened due to identification
of  9.76 lakh ineligible benefici-
aries while implementing the
scheme. In addition to this, the
audit also analysed the KALIA
database, with reference to other
databases like SECC, VAHAN,
IFMS and HRMS and identified
another 2.96 lakh ineligible ben-
eficiaries, bringing the total
number of  ineligible benefici-
aries to 12.72 lakh who have
availed `782.26 crore, with re-

mote chances of  recovery, the
CAG report pointed out.

The auditor also said `107.64
crore was released to 1.28 lakh
account holders in which the
names of  account holders were
different from names of  benefi-
ciaries indicating payment to
unauthorised persons.

The report also said the
scheme, having six components
was aimed at accelerating agri-
cultural prosperity and reducing
poverty of  cultivators. The com-
pliance audit of  the package re-
vealed that due to lack of  pre-
paredness, the Agriculture
department did not ensure the

feasibility of  implementation
of  the scheme owing to which
only two components - support
to cultivators for cultivation and
livelihood support for landless
agricultural households - were
implemented during 2018-21.
Further, only three out of  five in-
stalments were released to ben-
eficiaries under the first com-
ponent as of  March 2021. 
GHOST BENEFICIARIES GOT
POST MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP  

The report also revealed irreg-
ularities in implementation of
Post Matric Scholarship (PMS)
scheme for ST and SC students in
Khurda district. The system of
identification of  the beneficiar-
ies as well as determination of
their eligibility had been severely
compromised leading to dis-
bursement of  scholarship to ghost
as well as ineligible beneficiaries,
the CAG report pointed out. Lack
of  verification of  caste certificates
furnished by the applicants re-
sulted in disbursement of  PMS
amounting to ̀ 97.32 lakh. Similarly,
`40.51 lakh was disbursed to 48
students who had submitted fake
income certificates in  the district.

Tamannaah’s perspectives
Actor Tamannaah Bhatia shares
why fundamental human emotions
will always be the main motivator
behind any film

LEISURE | P2

Typhoon Yagi claims 179
Vietnam evacuates thousands of
people living near the swollen Red
River as its waters rise to a 20-year
high, killing at least 179 people
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India in semis
India seal semifinal spot after
thrashing Malaysia 8-1 for their
third consecutive win in the
Hero Asian Champions Trophy
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Markets in red
Sensex reverses its early gains to
close lower by 398 points while
broader Nifty slips below the 25,000
mark amid weak global trends
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

These days it is difficult to say if a
medal winner is being welcomed or is

it a rape accused who got bail

SUPPRESSING DISSENT: Police use water cannon to disperse protestors, who were demanding demolition of an illegal portion of a mosque in Shimla’s Sanjauli
area in Himachal Pradesh, Wednesday PTI PHOTO 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Sept 11: Democratic
nominee Kamala Harris and her
Republican counterpart Donald Trump
participated in the US Presidential
Debate Tuesday, exactly eight weeks
before the United States goes to polls. In
a fierce debate that saw both sides in-
dulge in a verbal duel, there were claims
and counter-claims over all major issues,
including US foreign policy, economy, bor-
der security and abortion.

The matchup Tuesday began with
a handshake but later descended into
acrimony. 

During the 90-minute debate in
Pennsylvania, Trump, the Republican
presidential candidate, and Harris,
the Democratic nominee, presented
a different vision they wanted to im-
plement over the next four years.

“I think you've heard tonight two
very different visions for our country,
one that is focused on the future and the

other that is focused on the past and an
attempt to take us backwards. But we're
not going back,” Vice President Harris,
59, said in her concluding remarks.

“And I do believe that American
people know we all have so much more
in common than what separates us, and
we can chart a new way forward,” she
said. Trump, 78, asked why Harris
had not done those things in these
three-and-a-half  years of  the Biden-
Harris administration.

“She just started by saying she's
going to do this, she's going to do that.

She's going to do all these wonderful
things. Why hasn't she done it? She's
been there for three-and-a-half  years.
They've had three-and-a-half  years to
fix the border. They’ve had three-and-
a-half  years to create jobs and all the
things we talked about. Why hasn't
she done it?” Trump asked in his con-
cluding remarks. 

This was the second presidential
debate, but the first between Trump and
Harris. 

Harris said if  Trump is re-elected, he
would sign a national abortion ban bill.

“There would be a national abortion
monitor that would be monitoring your
pregnancies, your miscarriages," she
alleged.

Trump countered her and said that
abortion policy should be determined by
the states. 

Harris was seen interrupting Trump
multiple times during the debate. It was
not heard as the mikes of  the non-speak-
ers were muted during the debate.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: In a major
security breach at Puri Srimandir,
an elderly man climbed atop the
‘Dadhinauti’ of  the 12th century
shrine, Wednesday.

The man was identified as
Balaram Moharana of
Chhatrapur in Ganjam district.

According to  sources,
Moharana entered the temple
premises through Western Gate
and climbed atop the temple
with the help of  the chain used
by Chunara servitors.

Servitors and temple officials,
who spotted Moharana atop the
shrine, managed bringing him
down safely.  When asked,
Moharana said he got an order in
his dream to touch ‘Patitapabana’.
He was detained at Singhadwar po-
lice station for questioning. 

“He is an elderly man. He was
brought down after a lot of  ef-
forts. Since he seems to be a bit
nervous now, we’ll question him
later,” said Puri SP Pinak Mishra.

Meanwhile, questions are being
raised on how the man breached
the three-tier security arrange-
ment to climb atop the temple.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 11: The Union
Cabinet Wednesday approved
health coverage to all persons
aged 70 years and above under
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana ir-
respective of  their income, ben-

efiting around six crore senior
citizens, Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said.

The `5-lakh free health in-
surance cover would benefit sen-
ior citizens of  around 4.5 crore
families. Eligible beneficiaries
would be issued a new distinct
card under the scheme.

“Senior citizens of  the age 70
years and above belonging to fam-
ilies already covered under AB
PM-JAY will get an additional top-
up cover up to `5 lakh per year
for themselves (which they do not
have to share with the other mem-
bers of  the family who are below
the age of  70 years). P9

Scrub typhus claims 3
PREMANANDA KHAMARI, OP

Bargarh, Sept 11: At least three persons,
including a minor girl, succumbed to
scrub typhus, a disease caused by bac-
teria, in Bargarh district within a week,
official sources said Wednesday, adding
that three more patients are undergoing
treatment.

The deceased were identified as Saroj
Pradhan,42, of  Bungapali village under
Ambabhona block, Sakhi Pradhan, 70,
and Sikha Rana, 16, of  Padmapur
in the district, chief  district med-
ical officer (CDMO) Nirupama
Sarangi told the mediapersons,
Wednesday.

All the three patients were
under treatment at various pri-
vate hospitals when they died. 

She further said that 20 blood samples
were taken for examination at the dis-
trict headquarters hospital (DHH) out
of  which three were found to be posi-
tive for the bacterial disease and are un-
dergoing treatment at home. 

Meanwhile, no scrub typhus patient
has been admitted to the DHH yet, the
CDMO asserted. 

Necessary medical kits have been
despatched to all sub-health centres, pri-
mary health centres and community
health centres in the district while ELISA
test is being conducted at the district
headquarters in Bargarh. 

Moreover, awareness programmes are
being undertaken in the district while res-

idents are being advised to undergo
blood tests if  they have any symp-

toms of  the disease or suffer
from fever for a prolonged 
period. 

Authorities of  all private
hospitals in the district have

been directed to inform the DHH
authorities about any possible scrub

typhus patients there.   
Notably, over 2,800 cases of  scrub ty-

phus were reported from various dis-
tricts of  Odisha last year. The disease had
claimed the lives of  at least eight people
in the state.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: In a significant
move, Chief  Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi Wednesday announced a hike in ex-
gratia amount for construction workers
in case of  accidental death at workplace
to ` 6 lakh from the existing `4 lakh. 

Majhi made the announcement while

addressing a convention of  construction
workers here. He said, “The state gov-
ernment has hiked the ex-gratia to `6
lakh from the existing ̀ 4 lakh.” The CM
also announced that the government will
provide `3 lakh ex-gratia to construc-
tion workers for natural death during
their employment. Earlier, the ex-gratia
amount was `2 lakh, Majhi said.

Construction workers’ ex-gratia hiked to `6L 

`4,162cr lost as iron
ore grade declines
The CAG observed that after the
auction of the selected mines, there
was an “abrupt and abnormal
decline in the grade of iron ore and
its classification”, as reported by
new lessees. “The decline of grade
of iron ore has resulted in a revenue
implication of approximately
`4,162.77 crore for FY 2020-21 and
2021-22 in the form of lesser royalty
and premium (post auction),” the
CAG said in its report. Though more
than 83 per cent production was
reported in the grade of 62-65 per
cent Fe (iron) in the pre-auction peri-
od, the same came down to nearly
16 per cent in the two years after
auction (2020-2022), it said. MORE P3

CAG picks holes in KALIA

Trump-Harris 1st debate sees fierce clash 

Man climbs atop
Puri Srimandir

AYUSHMAN BHARAT FOR ALL ABOVE 70 YEARS 



Mumbai: Actress Samantha
Ruth Prabhu has given her
fans and followers a peek
into a day in her life, which
she describes as ‘Golden life’. 

Samantha took to Instagram,
where she shared a video giving
a glimpse of  what she does in a day
and captioned it: “Life’s Golden.”

The video begins with ‘a day in my life’
written on the clip. It then begins with
Samantha flaunting a golden glow and
captioned it ‘Sunlight at 6.30’. She then
shared a glimpse of  her doing oil pulling
and Gua Sha.

She then revealed that she
hits the gym at 7.00 am. She
then shared moments of  her
praying, going for red light

therapy, pickle ball and med-
itating. The actress mentioned

that by 10.00 pm she is in bed. On
the work front, Samantha will be

seen alongside Varun in Citadel Honey
Bunny, which will drop November 7.

Citadel Honey Bunny is the Indian
counterpart of  the larger global se-
ries Citadel which starred Priyanka
Chopra Jonas and Richard Madden in
the lead. IANS

Mumbai: Tamannaah Bhatia,
who has worked in Tamil,
Telugu, and Hindi films, re-
cently talked about the one fun-
damental aspect of  South cin-
ema, and why emotions will

always be the main moti-
vator behind any film. 

“In the South, the sto-
ries are very
rooted. As
in,  it  is

well con-
tained
within
their
geo-

graphical area. That is why their
content is translating globally,”
shared Tamannaah, who man-
ages to concisely distil the di-
versity of  South Indian cinema.

During a conversation with a
news portal, Tamannaah shared
that the filmmakers focus on
fundamental human emotions,
whether in a drama or a revenge

film, which centres around re-
lationships.

They do not perceive
the audience as distinct
segments of  individu-
als and are not attempt-
ing to cater to various de-
mographics.

Furthermore, the
emotional intensity
is so profound that
it resonates with

viewers, even when

watching the film in its origi-
nal language rather than a
dubbed version. 

Drawing comparisons to
Hindi films, Tamannaah
notes that while the work
done there has undoubt-
edly inspired her, it’s crucial
to look deeper. “When you
create work that is catered to
work for different audiences,
and everybody’s consumption,it
becomes a hotchpotch of  a film.
Take, for instance, Laapataa
Ladies. It was a village story, but
managed to resonate with the
urban audience, right? So, it is
important to understand that
what really matters is not
the people and their set-
ting, but the emotions,”
said the actress.     AGENCIES

Mumbai: Kareena Kapoor Khan, who is known
for her power-packed roles, recently dis-
cussed the reason behind not opting for
any beauty treatments like Botox and re-
vealed how her husband Saif  Ali Khan
continues to find her ‘hot’ even today.

In an interview with Harper Bazaar,
the Aitraaz actress said, “Age is a part
of  beauty. It’s not about fighting lines
or trying to look younger; it’s about
embracing and loving the age you’re at,”
she said.

She went on to add how her husband
Saif  Ali Khan appreciates her beauty
and shared, “I’m 44 and have never felt bet-
ter. I don’t feel the need for Botox or any
cosmetic enhancements. My husband
finds me sexy, my friends say I look amaz-
ing, and my films are thriving. I play roles
that reflect my age and am proud of  it. I want
people to see me for who I am and appreciate
that.”

At the same time, the actress insisted that
she believes in self-care and self-love. “From
the beginning, I was confident that my talent
and dedication would ensure I continued to
get work. I took care of  myself, stayed fit,
and focused on being the best version of  my-
self. Self-care means taking time for myself,
whether it’s spending quality moments with
friends, cooking with Saif, or simply enjoying
a workout. It’s about feeling great, whether that’s
through fitness routines or just being with my
family. Nourishing my soul with a good meal, a
heartfelt chat, or a bottle of  wine is essential for
me,” added the actress.                                  AGENCIES

P2 SWIFT ENDORSES HARRIS FOR 
US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

leisure
Pop icon Taylor Swift is coming out in support of
the current Vice President of the United States,
Kamala Harris in the latter’s presidential race
for the upcoming November 5 US elections. The
singer-songwriter has formally endorsed Harris,
after the latter’s debate with Donald Trump.

Grammy-winner Beyonce has talked about
music, family and fame, which she says can
feel like prison at times. The Naughty Girl
hitmaker said that she only works on what
liberates her. “It is fame that can at times feel
like prison,” she said, reports nypost.com.
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AQUARIUS
It is time to make addition
in your possessions. Book
your dream house or buy a
vehicle, as today is a favourable day to do
so. You, however, need to consider your
financial resources before deciding any-
thing because it will take a major chunk
out of your savings, warns Ganesha. 

PISCES
You will have frequent mood
swings today but you will still
manage to fix a work related
goal. Your mood will be better if you focus
on work. You might feel stressed about
some personal matter, but Ganesha says it
is not a matter to worry. You will receive
some good news by the end of the day.

SAGITTARIUS
The pressing needs of your
loved ones call for extra
attention today. A small
party at home may see a group of friends
and relatives dine together. This may find
you in a chatty mood. Ganesha says an
intimate tête-à-tête with your better half
would fare you well.

LIBRA
Ganesha says today you will
wish to spend more time
with your beloved instead of
your friends. This is a good day to express
your innermost feelings and get varied
opportunities. This is a good time to pro-
pose to your beloved and give them a
happy surprise.

SCORPIO
It seems, the book, 'How to
win friends and influence
people' has left a great
impact on your mind, bringing about a lot
of change in your practical life too. As you
switch to a new business venture, your
efforts will be appreciated. In short, you
are a personality that every one would
take a note of.

LEO
Few and rare are the days
when creativity takes flight.
After all, even Picasso
couldn't make a masterpiece every day.
So make the most of this auspicious day,
urges Ganesha, during which your imagi-
nation peaks and touches new heights.

VIRGO
Today is a mixed bag of val-
ues and pragmatism, says
Ganesha, and if there were
to be a competition for the most humani-
tarian person, you would be likely to win
hands down. You would do well to make
plans to increase your productivity. 

GEMINI
Along with your house, fam-
ily and business matters,
you will also be busy with
your social obligations today. You will be
afforded the co-operation of those around
you. New ways of thinking will flourish
within you. Make full use of the opportu-
nies you get today, says Ganesha.

CANCER
Ganesha says that this will
be a unique and auspicious
day for you. You will get clue
and hints of this from morning itself. A
religious ceremony in the house, and
thereby invitation to guests is indicated.
The chance of shifting to a new house 
is indicated. 

ARIES
You will pay attention to the
voice of your inner self
today. This will help you
implement all your plans perfectly. You
will not only be jovial, but you will also
not let disappointments cow you down.
Ganesha says not only today, but you can
summon this quality whenever you like.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
The competitive streak in
you might relent today as
you look for a lifestyle that
is more relaxed and laid-back. The rat
race is tiring and you will feel the urge to
get away, far from the maddening crowd
and the never-ending routine. Matters
pertaining to your home may also occupy
some of your time today, says Ganesha.

CAPRICORN
Unless you be calm and
patient, your tendency to
act impulsively will get you
into hot water, warns Ganesha. Your
image on the minds of your colleagues
and bosses will remain intact, though.
You will keep on climbing up the ladder
and come closer to success, but don't
get too excited if everything is turning
out as per the plan. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

BEYONCE: FAME CAN AT 
TIMES FEEL LIKE PRISON

Bhubaneswar: After a week-
long celebration of  dance and
music of  the highest calibre,
the 30th Guru Kelucharan
Mohapatra (GKCM) Award
Festival 2024, organised by Srjan-
Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra
Odissi Nrityabasa, concluded
here at Rabindra Mandap,
Wednesday.

The last evening commenced

with the award ceremony, fol-
lowed by the much-awaited finale
by the Srjan ensemble led by
Guru Ratikant Mohapatra.

The awards were presented to
four iconic figures of  the state.
The Shalimar Guru Kelucharan
Mohapatra Awards 2024, car-
rying an allocation of  Rs.
1,00,000/- and a citation, were
presented to Kumkum Lal for her

contributions to Odissi dance,
Guru Lakshmikanta Palit and
Guru Dhaneswar Swain for their
lifetime achievements in the
fields of  music and percussion,
respectively, and to veteran actor
Uttam Mohanty (received by his
wife actress Aparajita Mohanty)
for his outstanding contribu-
tions to Odia cinema.

Additionally, Shalimar’s Guru

Kelucharan Mohapatra Yuva
Prativa Samman awards, with
a cash prize of  Rs. 25,000/- and
a citation, were presented to
four exceptionally talented per-
forming artistes under the age
of  40 years. Pompi Paul and
Rajnita Mehra received the same
for Odissi dance, while Avijit
Das was honoured for his ded-
ication to Kuchipudi and Rohita

Pradhan to Odissi  music
(Mardala). Following the award
ceremony, Guru Ratikant
Mohapatra’s famed Srjan en-
semble presented the dance bal-
let Tantra. Through this spec-
tacular nar rative,  Guru
Mohapatra ventured beyond tra-
ditional Odissi, using dance,
music, and innovation to ex-
press the essence of  the pro-

found and timeless subject of
Tantra, invoking the divine fem-
inine for the betterment of  so-
ciety and humankind.

Renowned Bharatanatyam
exponent and Guru Sandhya
Purecha, also the Chairperson,
Sangeet Natak Akademi, and
eminent actress Mahasweta Ray,
were among the dignitaries who
graced the occasion. PNN

Srjan presents Tantra’s timelessness in finale

‘Age is a part 
of beauty’

Tamannaah: Filmmakers in
South focus on emotions

Samantha
shares her

‘golden life’

30TH GKCM AWARD FESTIVAL CONCLUDES

The Shalimar Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra Awards 2024 being conferred on personalities for outstanding contributions in their respective fields   OP PHOTOSA presentation by Srjan ensemble          
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DEFT HANDS

An artisan gives
finishing touches to

clay idols of Lord
Biswakarma in

Cuttack, Wednesday   downtown

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  Se pt  11 :
President Droupadi Murmu
Wednesday conferred the pres-
tigious National Florence
Nightingale Award 2024 on
Odisha’s Sanjukta Sethi and 14
others at Rashtrapati Bhavan
in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Sethi, who works as a nursing
officer/OT in-charge sister at
the district headquarters hos-
pital in Malkangiri, and the 14
others got the award in recog-
nition of  their outstanding com-
mitment to duty and service to
the community.

A N M s  S h e e l a  M o n d a l
(Andaman and Nicobar Islands),
I ke n  L o l l e n  ( A r u n a ch a l
Pradesh), Vidjeyacoumary V
(Puducherry), Januka Pandey
( S i k k i m )  a n d  A n i n d i t a
Pramanik (West Bengal), Nurses
Major Gen Ignatius Delos Flora
(Delhi), Prem Rose Suri (Delhi),
Tabasum Irshad Handoo (J&K),
Nagarajaiah (Kar nataka),
S h a m s h a d  B e e g u m  A
(Lakshadweep), Asha Womanrao
Bawane (Maharashtra),  H
Mankimi (Mizoram) and Radhey
Lal Sharma (Rajasthan) and
LHV Brahmacharimayum
Amusana Devi (Manipur) were
the other awardees.

Union Health and Family
Welfare (H&FW) Minister Jagat
Prakash Nadda, Union Minister
of  State for H&FW Anupriya
Patel and other dignitaries were
present during the event.

Congratulating the awardees,
Nadda said this accolade will in-

spire them to continue push-
i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  i n  
public service.

“Heartfelt thanks to Hon’ble
President  Smt.  Droupadi
Murmu Ji for presenting the
National Florence Nightingale
Awards 2024 to the dedicated
nursing personnel for their
selfless service to the nation.
Congratulations to all the
awardees. This accolade will
inspire you to continue push-
ing the boundaries in public
service. Your tireless efforts
play a crucial role in saving
countless lives. Our Nurses
truly are the backbone of  our
healthcare sector. Thank you for
your invaluable contributions,”
Nadda wrote on X.

C h i e f  M i n i s t e r  M o h a n
Charan Majhi and BJD presi-
dent Naveen Patnaik also con-

gratulated Sethi. 
The award was instituted by

the Ministry of  H&FW in 1973
as a mark of  recognition for
the meritorious services ren-
dered by the nurses and nursing
professionals to the society.

A total of  15 awards are given
in the category of  Registered
Auxiliary Nurses & Midwife,
Registered Nurses and Midwife
and Registered Lady Visitor.
The award is given to out-
standing nursing personnel em-
ployed in Central, state/UT and
voluntary organisations.

“The nurse in her/his regu-
lar job in the hospital or com-
munity settings, educational or
administrative setting is eligi-
ble for the national award. Each
award consists of  a certificate
of  merit, `1,00,000 cash and a
medal,” it was learnt. 

Nat’l Florence Nightingale Award
’24 for Malkangiri’s Sanjukta Sethi

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: The
first session of  the 17th Assembly
was adjour ned sine  die
Wednesday, two days ahead of
schedule.

Speaker Surama Padhy ad-
journed the House following a dis-
ruption caused by members of
the Opposition, including 
the BJD.

The Opposition members were
protesting
the adop-
t ion of  a
censure
motion
against
Congress
member
Taraprasad
Bahinipati
and BJD
members
Dhruba
Sahu and
Braja
Pradhan
for alleged disrespect towards
the Speaker during the session.

Padhy also sent the matter to
the Ethics Committee of  the
Assembly after two women BJP
members submitted a petition
alleging that the trio used un-
parliamentary words against
the Speaker and disrupted
House proceedings.

The first session, which
commenced July 22, was ini-
tially scheduled to conclude
September 13, with a break
from August 1 to 19.

During this session, the BJP
government’s first Budget was
presented July 25 by Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi,
who also handles the Finance
portfolio. The House approved
the annual Budget of  `2.65 lakh

crore for the 2024-25 financial
year.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: The
Comptroller and Auditor General
of  India (CAG) which conducted
an audit of  six iron ore mines in
Odisha has observed that after
the auction of  the selected mines,
there was an ‘abrupt and ab-
normal decline in the grade of
iron ore and its classification’,
as reported by new lessees.

“The decline of  grade of  iron
ore has resulted in a revenue
implication of  approximately
`4,162.77 crore for the financial
years 2020-21 and 2021-22 in the
form of  lesser royalty and pre-
mium (post auction),” the CAG
said in its report No 6 of  the
year 2024, which was laid before
the Odisha Assembly Wednesday.

Though more than 83 per cent
production was reported in the
grade of  62-65 per cent Fe (iron)
in the pre-auction period, the
same came down to approximately
16 per cent in the two years after
auction (2020-2022), it said.

Similarly, the auditor said,
the share of  grades 60 per cent
Fe and below went up from ap-
proximately 11 per cent of  total
production to more than 60 per

cent of  total production in the
t wo  ye a r s  a f t e r  a u c t i o n  
(2020-2022).

“A similar trend was also no-
ticed in the case of  production of
fines. In the case of  one iron ore
mine under the Joda Circle, the
average production of  lumps of
grades above 60 per cent Fe was
about 77 per cent before auction,
which drastically reduced to 9.88
per cent within one year, in the
financial year 2020-21,” it said.

It further reduced to zero per
cent during the financial year

2021-22 after a new lessee started
operating the mine, it said.

“It is evident that after the
auction of  leases under the
Mines  and  Minerals
Development and Regulation
(Amendment) Act, 2015, there
was an inexplicable and steep de-
cline, in the reported produc-
tion of  higher grade of  iron ore
from the same mines, within a
short period of  one or two years,”
the CAG report said.

The audit report said that it is
‘highly improbable’ that the

grades of  mineral reserves, pro-
duced from the auctioned mines,
would witness an abrupt decline
within a short period of  one or
two years, especially, when there
was a consistent pattern in the
grade of  iron ore production in
the last six years' time under
the old lessees.

“Such a significant and sharp
decline in the grade of  iron ore
indicated a significant risk that
the new lessees were misre-
porting the grade of  iron ore
produced, in order to avoid higher
royalty that would have been
payable on higher grades,” the
report said.

Despite such an abnormal de-
cline in the grades of  iron ore
lumps and fines, indicating the
risk of  misreporting, the CAG
report said, adding the state
government had ‘not taken any
steps to investigate’ the grades
of  iron ore production reported
by the new lessees as of  March
2022.

As per the report, the state
government has formed a com-
mittee, led by the director of
mines and geology, to study the
discrepancy in downgrading
and misreporting of  size of  ore
and the committee observed
downgrading of  ore in three
leases and discrepancy in size of
ore in six leases.

On account of  the violation,
the government has demanded
an amount of  ̀ 471.48 crore from
the lessees, who have preferred
revision of  the cases before the
revision authority.

“Therefore, the present sta-
tus clearly indicates the exis-
tence of  system failure to timely
detect the actual grades of  lumps
and fines produced, which ad-
versely impacted the state gov-
ernment revenue,” the CAG said
in its audit report.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: Breaking
his silence on the resignation of
two Rajya Sabha MPs from his
party to join the ruling BJP, BJD
president Naveen Patnaik
Wednesday labelled them as ‘op-
portunists’ and said their de-
parture has only strengthened the
regional party’s organisation.

Addressing the concluding
session of  the BJD’s youth wing,
Biju Yuva Janata Dal, Patnaik
remarked, “Opportunistic in-
dividuals leaving the BJD will
only strengthen us in our fight
with our blood and sweat for
the vision of  a prosperous
Odisha.”

Patnaik’s comments were di-
rected at Kudumi community
leader Mamata Mohanta and
Kalahandi leader Sujeet Kumar,
who recently resigned from their
Rajya Sabha memberships and
joined the BJP.

While Mohanta has since been
re-elected to the Rajya Sabha as a
BJP member within a month of
her departure from the BJD, Sujeet
Kumar is also expected to be
elected to the Upper House as a saf-
fron party member from the state.

Patnaik emphasised that the
Biju Janata Dal was founded on
the principles of  former Chief
Minister Biju Patnaik, who en-
visioned a developed and em-
powered Odisha.

“As long as we work towards
Biju Babu’s vision, the BJD will
remain strong and continue to
live in the hearts of  the people.
The BJD is not dependent on in-
dividuals; it is founded on the
dream of  a developed Odisha,”
Patnaik added.

He urged the youth to embrace
this vision and work tirelessly
to achieve it. Noting the signif-
icant influence of  social media,
Patnaik encouraged the youth to
be active on these platforms and
combat misinformation and
falsehoods with vigour.

Additionally, Patnaik ad-
vised party members to en-
gage in social activities such
as blood donation, environ-
mental protection, and sup-
porting the disadvantaged, to
contribute to a strong and em-
powered Odisha.

Taking a jibe at the ruling BJP,
Patnaik criticised the party for its
reliance on falsehoods. “Merely
speaking lies loudly does not
make them true. It has been three
months since the new govern-
ment took office, and it should
focus on delivering results through
hard work instead of  making
grandiose claims,” he said.

Patnaik also accused the BJP
government of  double standards,
particularly regarding the an-
nouncements of  the Subhadra
Yojana for women, free elec-
tricity, and increased social se-
curity allowances. 

“You may win elections
through deceit, but not the hearts

of  the people,” he asserted.
Further targeting the BJP,

Patnaik condemned recent de-
bates over the renaming of
Ravenshaw University in Cuttack,
saying, “Some people are trying
to impose their own thinking on
others which is unacceptable in
a democratic society.”

Patnaik reiterated that the
ideologies of  ‘Seva (service),
Swabhiman (self-respect), and
Sangram (struggle)’ define the re-
gional party. He said the BJD
has evolved into a social move-
ment due to the dedication and
sacrifices of  its workers and
leaders.

In an attempt to boost party
morale following the BJD’s recent
electoral defeats, Patnaik as-
serted that politics should not be
solely about power. “I view pol-
itics as a medium to serve the peo-
ple, our motherland, and hu-
manity,” he said.

Patnaik highlighted that the
BJD received 41.02 per cent of  the
vote in the last elections and
that, in terms of  absolute vote
numbers, the party remains
ahead of  others.

“The love and affection of  the
people of  Odisha is our greatest
strength,” he noted.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: The
East Coast Railway (ECoR) has
unloaded over 100 million tonne
(MT) of  goods in 160 days during
the current financial year, an
official said.

The ECoR unloaded 100.44 mil-
lion tonne by September 7, reg-
istering a 6.5 per cent growth
over the same period of  last year.
This performance exceeds last
year's figure by 6.15 million
tonne, he said.

While Khurda Road Division
unloaded 60.38 million tonne of
goods, it was followed by 22.68 mil-
lion tonne in Waltair Division,
and 17.38 million tonne in
Sambalpur Division.

ECoR serves major ports in-
cluding Paradee p,
Visakhapatnam, Gangavaram,
Gopalpur and Dhamra and caters
to the transportation demands
of  critical industries such as
steel, power, aluminium, fertil-
izers, cement and other sectors,
he said. The major commodi-
ties transported by ECoR are
coal, iron ore, alumina, man-
ganese, and bauxite, the official
said. In the previous financial
year (2023-2024) the ECoR un-
loaded 100 million tonne of  goods
in 171 days.

Iron ore grade decline dealt `4K-cr blow to state: CAG

The present status clearly indicates the existence of system failure to
timely detect the actual grades of lumps and fines produced, which

adversely impacted the state government revenue, the CAG said

Opportunists leaving BJD: Naveen

Amid ruckus, House 
adjourned sine die

ECoR unloads
100 MT goods
in 160 days

AIRING GRIEVANCES: Members of ‘Odisha Gosthi Sahayika CRP CM Sangha’ stage a sit-in at Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday, to press for fulfilment of their demands PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

200 new ‘goshalas’
in next 5 years: Min

The state government has set
a target for the establish-

ment of  over 200 ‘goshalas’
over the next five years and is
providing up to 90 per cent
subsidy to private entities for
the purpose, Fisheries and
A n i m a l  Re s o u rc e s

Development Minister
Gokulananda Mallik
told the Assembly
Wednesday.

Mallik said that the
BJP had promised in
its election manifesto
that 200 new ‘gosha-
las’ would be opened.

He requested all the
1 4 7  M L A s  i n  t h e
Assembly cutting
across party lines to
set up at least one
‘goshala’ each.

One can avail of
around 90 per cent subsidy
for establishing a ‘goshala’.
Besides, the government is
providing a food subsidy of
`5 4  p e r  d ay  p e r  c at t l e,  
he said.

Later, in a written statement,
the minister said 94 private and
one government-run ‘goshala’
have been established in 70
blocks of  28 districts in the state.

The state government has
been providing financial as-
sistance (90 per cent of  actual
cost) to animal welfare or-
ganisations and urban local
bodies (ULBs) for setting 
up ‘goshalas’, he said.

The state government will
take steps to set up pet cre-

matoriums in different cities,
Housing and Urban Development
(H&UD) Minister Krushna
Chandra Mohapatra told the
Assembly Wednesday.

In a written reply to a query
by Congress MLA Sofia Firdous,
the H&UD minister said the fa-
cilities will be established in the
state capital Bhubaneswar,
Cuttack and other major cities.

“In light of  the growing num-
ber of  pet owners in Odisha, can the
government consider the estab-
lishment of  dedicated pet crema-
toriums in major cities, including

Bhubaneswar and Cuttack, to en-
sure the respectful and environ-
mentally sound disposal of deceased
pets?” Sofia asked.

Mohapatra said, “To date, it
has not been considered for the
establishment of  dedicated pet
crematorium in major cities, in-
cluding Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar. However, the pro-
posal is praiseworthy.”

Evaluating the environmental
aspect and public health benefits,
necessary steps will be taken to cre-
ate such facilities in consultation
with the stakeholders and experts
in the field, the minister informed
the House.

Pet crematoriums in cities soon: Min



Genericart Medicine
launched in Baragada

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: A new
branch of  Genericart Medicine
was launched at Baragada Brit
colony here Wednesday. 

The inauguration ceremony
was graced by the local corpo-
rators including Ajit Behera and
Santosh Singh, and other es-
teemed medical professionals.
The newly-opened venture marks
a significant step towards pro-
viding high-quality, affordable
medication for the betterment of
the community.

With a total of  20 branches
located  across  the  state,
Genericart Medicine is com-
mitted to expanding its reach
and impact. At the newly-
launched store in Baragada, cus-
tomers can avail a 70 per cent dis-
count on medicines, ensuring
access to the best  quality 
healthcare products at an 
affordable price.

P4
THURSDAY | SEPTEMBER 12 | 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

y
y

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

downtown

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: TP
Southern Odisha Distribution
Limited (TPSODL) has made
significant progress in upgrad-
ing the power infrastructure
across Southern Odisha, suc-
cessfully overcoming challenges
posed by the region’s difficult ter-
rain, including hilly landscapes,
dense forests, and remote areas.
These upgrades underscore
TPSODL’s commitment to de-
liver reliable electricity to every
corner of  Southern Odisha.

The company’s commitment
to upgrading the power infra-
structure has transformed the
lives of  consumers in the re-
gion, bringing quality power
supply to homes, schools, hos-
pitals, and emergency services,
ensuring a better quality of  life
for everyone. Over the past three

financial years, TPSODL has
laid approximately 274 circuit
kilometres of  33kV power lines,
enhancing power reliability for
consumers in some of  the most
far-flung areas of  Southern
Odisha.

In the fiscal year 2023-24, TP-
SODL laid 129.70 circuit kilo-
metres of  33kV lines across var-
ious districts in Souther n
Odisha, significantly improv-
ing power reliability for nearly
76,000 consumers. The previous
fiscal year saw the installation
of  125.70 circuit kilometers of
lines, benefiting over 72,000 peo-
ple. Additionally, in the fiscal
year 2021-22, TPSODL estab-
lished 19 circuit kilometers of
33kV lines, directly improving
the power supply for 10,925 con-
sumers.

Looking forward, TPSODL
has ambitious plans for the cur-

rent financial year also, to
strengthen existing lines infra-
structure as well as erection of
new lines across Southern
Odisha. The extensive expan-
sion plan is already underway,
aiming to further bolster the
region’s power infrastructure
and provide consistent elec-
tricity to even more residents.

TPSODL CEO Amit Kumar
Garg expressed satisfaction over
company’s achievements, stat-
ing, “Our mission is to ensure
a high-quality power supply
across Southern Odisha, re-
gardless of  the challenges posed
by the region’s geography. The
infrastructural upgrades we’ve
accomplished over the past three

years are just the beginning.
We are dedicated to continuous
improvement and expansion to
better serve the people of
Southern Odisha.”

“TPSODL remains commit-
ted to its goal of  providing a re-
liable and consistent power sup-
ply to every resident of  Southern
Odisha, contributing to the re-

gion’s development and the well-
being of  its people,” he said.

One of  the key projects re-
cently completed by TPSODL
includes the installation of  a
new 33kV line from the Gunupur
Grid  Substat ion  to  the
Bikrampur Primary Substation.
The project has significantly
enhanced the stability of  the
power supply for residents in
the Jagannathpur, Gotalpadar,
Morama, Sirijholli, and Bagasala
panchayats within the Gunupur
block of  Rayagada district.

Nitesh Padhy, a resident of
Gunupur, said, “Since TPSODL
took over the power supply, we
have noticed a significant im-
provement in service reliabil-
ity. Power interruptions have
been greatly reduced, and we
are thankful for TPSODL team’s
efforts in bringing about the
positive change.”

Transforming consumers’ lives through power infrastructure
TPSODL INSTALLS 33kV LINE IN SOUTHERN ODISHA

Over the past three fiscal
years, TPSODL has laid
approximately 274 
circuit kilometres of 33kV
power lines, enhancing
power reliability for 
consumers in some of 
the remote areas of
Southern Odisha
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Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall
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81% 81%
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FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky with

one or two spells of rain

or thundershowers

Rains abate, relief
begins in Malkangiri

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar,  Se pt  11 :
Incidence of  brain stroke, which
was previously seen mostly in
older adults, is now affecting
the younger population due to fac-
tors such as sedentary lifestyles,
poor dietary habits, and in-
creasing prevalence of  diabetes,
experts highlighted during the
Indian Association of  Neurology
(IAN) Stroke Subsection Midterm
Conference, organised by the
department of  Neurology, AIIMS
Bhubaneswar Wednesday.

Themed ‘Code Stroke to Stroke
Intervention’, the conference
featured in-depth discussions
on early stroke identification,
treatment advancements, and
the importance of  stroke pre-
vention. Distinguished neurol-
ogists from across the country
participated in the event.

“The incidence of  brain stroke

has become an alarming health
concern in India, with approx-
imately 2,000 cases reported daily
nationwide,” experts said. 

A recent study published in
‘The Lancet’ has revealed that the
incidence of  stroke in Odisha
is higher than the national av-
erage, with nearly one in seven
residents at risk, experts viewed. 

AIIMS Bhubaneswar execu-
tive director Ashutosh Biswas
said that the Neurology depart-
ment here handles over 500 stroke
patients every month, offering
comprehensive care that includes
intravenous thrombolysis, me-

chanical thrombectomy, stroke
neurosurgery, neurocritical care,
and advanced neuro-rehabilita-
tion services.

Among others, dignitaries
present at the conference in-
cluded Dean (Academics) PR
Mohapatra  and Medical
Superintendent DK Parida.
Prominent speakers included
IAN Stroke Subsection Chairman
Sunil K Narayan, Indian Stroke
Association President Nirmal
Surya, Kameshwar Prasad, P
Vijaya, and SP Gorthi, who ex-
tensively discussed stroke man-
agement.

‘Poor lifestyle, dietary habits 
causing brain stroke in youth’

Puri seer opposes
beach shacks plan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Puri, Sept 11: Shankaracharya
of  Govardhan Peeth Swami
Nischalananda Saraswati
Wednesday opposed the state
government’s proposal for set-
ting up beach shacks along Puri-
Konark sea shore.

The seer’s opposition to the

proposal coincided with the
demonstration of  around 40
socio-cultural organisations
near Srimandir here.

While opposing the BJP gov-
ernment’s proposal in the new
excise policy, the agitators also
demanded a total liquor ban in
the pilgrim town and the sea
beach.

“Jagannath Dham is the place
for spiritual pursuit and soul-
searching and not for amuse-
ment. Puri beach should be a
place devoted to bhajan, kirtan
and religious discourses. It
should not serve as a destination
for pleasure-seeking,” the
Shankaracharya told reporters
while responding to the state
government’s proposal.

While the state government’s
policy included serving liquor

to the tourists in beach shacks,
Shankaracharya said it would
harm the spiritual sanctity of
the pilgrim town and bring a
bad name to the Jagannath cul-
ture.

The sale of  alcohol at the
beach is unacceptable, he said
adding, “People from all over the
world come to Puri as devo-
tees, not tourists.”

The seer said, “The Puri
beach is also called Mahodadhi
which has a spiritual meaning
and is meant for religious ac-
tivities. The people here also
offer Mahodadhi Aarti on the
sea beach.

The Shankaracharya had
also opposed a similar proposal
of  the previous BJD govern-
ment in 2021, following which
the idea could not materialise.

He said al l  fol lowers of
Sanatan Dharma should op-
pose such ideas and appealed to
the state government to roll
back the proposal.

Excise department sources
said that the policy aimed at
providing beach entertainment
to the tourists along the Puri
and Konark beaches like Goa to
boost revenue.

The protestors, including
women, said that the Puri Sea
is considered as the maternal
home of  Goddess Lakshmi, and
Sri Narayan visits there every
New Moon day.

THE SEER’S 
OPPOSITION TO 
THE PROPOSAL 
COINCIDED WITH THE 
DEMONSTRATION 
OF AROUND 40 
SOCIO-CULTURAL
ORGANISATIONS 

IN MEMORIAM: Union Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Ramdas Athawale joins 130th birth anniversary observation of Acharya Vinoba
Bhave at Soochana Bhawan in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: Union
Minister Ramdas Athawale
Wednesday said he will write to
Chief  Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi, urging him to provide
27 per cent reservation for OBC
students in higher education.

The Union Minister is on a
two-day official visit to Odisha.

Speaking to reporters here,
Athawale, who serves as the
Union Minister of  State for
S o c i a l  Ju s t i c e  a n d
Empowerment, noted that sev-
eral states across India already

grant 27 per cent reservation
to OBC students.

“If  OBC students in Odisha
are not receiving this benefit, I
will formally request the Chief
Minister to address this issue,”
he said. Athawale, who is also
the president of  the Republican
Party of  India (RPI), empha-
sised his party’s demand for a
caste-based census to determine
the population distribution of
various communities.

“I have raised the call for a
caste-based census in Parliament
as well. We are awaiting the
government’s response,” he

added.
The Union Minister also ex-

pressed concern over the ris-
ing number of  atrocities against
Scheduled Castes (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST) in Odisha.

He cited statistics showing
3,003 reported cases in 2021,
3,704 in 2022, and 3,358 so far in
2023. “I will discuss this issue
with the Governor and Chief
Minister,” he said.

Athawale highlighted that
addressing atrocities requires
more than just enforcing laws;
it necessitates cooperation from
all stakeholders, including the

state government, district ad-
ministrations, NGOs, and po-
litical parties.

The Union Minister spent his
first day reviewing the imple-
mentation of  various welfare
schemes. These include the
Special Component Plan for
Scheduled Castes, scholarships
for SC/OBC students,  the
Atrocities Act for SC/ST, in-
centives for inter-caste married
couples, hostels for SC/ST stu-
dents, old age homes and pen-
sions, and programmes for the
empowerment of  persons with
disabilities.

Training on biofortified
crops in Koraput by ILS
Bhubaneswar: Institute of Life Sciences
(ILS) and ICAR-Central Tuber Crops
Research Institute (ICAR-CTCRI) jointly
organised an awareness campaign and
training programme on ‘Biofortified
tuber crops for food and nutritional
security’ in Borigumma block office
campus, Koraput Wednesday. Fifty
farmers from Koraput and Nabarangur
districts attended the programme.
Several institutions, including BRIC-ILS,
ICAR-CTCRI, ICAR-CIFA and ICAR-CHES
are promoting cultivation of bioforti-
fied crops such as protein and zinc rich
rice, essential amino acid rich maize
and anti-oxidant and vitamin rich
sweet potato. “These grains and veg-
etables are of great importance to peo-
ple having nutrition deficiency. These
crops are also of commercial impor-
tance due to high market price. BRIC-
ILS and partner institutes are also pro-
moting vegetable cultivation and fish-
eries through Biotech-Kisan pro-
gramme,” an official said.

‘Will urge CM for 27% reservation to OBC students’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 11: The
state government Wednesday
began relief  and restoration ef-
forts in the heavily rain-hit dis-
tricts of  Malkangiri and Koraput,
as rainwater began to recede
from the villages.

Responding to a query in the
Assembly, Pujari said Koraput
and Malkangiri were the most
affected by the recent heavy
rains, induced by a deep de-
pression.

He said that road communi-
cation remained disrupted at
14 locations in Malkangiri and
six locations in Koraput due to
the flash floods.

Pujari also highlighted that the
district administrations of
Malkangiri and Koraput were in
constant communication with
state authorities, and the Chief
Secretary was in touch with the
Home Ministry regarding the
situation.

T h e  Speci a l  Rel i e f
Commissioner’s office main-
tained regular contact with dis-
trict collectors, who, in turn,

received updates from block and
panchayat level officials to en-
sure effective management of
the crisis.

The minister assured that the
situation was well under con-
trol and reported that rescue
teams from ODRAF, Fire Service,
and NDRF were deployed for
immediate rescue operations.

Approximately 1,780 people
were relocated to temporary re-
lief  shelters in Malkangiri,
where they received food, water,
medicines, and medical check-
ups, the minister said.

“Post-flood damage assess-
ment in the affected areas will
be conducted soon, and com-
pensation will be provided in
accordance with the Odisha
Relief  Code,” Pujari added.

Meanwhile, reports from
Malkangiri indicate that resi-
dents have begun returning to
their homes as rainwater re-
cedes and are in the process of
repairing their houses.

Preliminary reports indicate
that 176 houses were damaged
in Koraput, while 116 houses
were affected in Malkangiri.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, Sept 11: With
bird flu being rampant in this dis-
trict, the conflict between farm-
ers and firms that deal with poul-
try products has once more come
to the forefront. The district ad-
ministration has started culling
birds in various farms under
Derabish block. Five poultry
farmers have also been quar-
antined after they showed signs
of  being affected by the disease,
sources said Wednesday. 

So far over 8,000 birds have
been culled in various farms. The
administration is also carrying out
awareness drives urging people
not to consume poultry meat and
eggs. A Central team has also
visited this district and taken
stock of  the situation.

Farmers whose birds are
culled are usually provided com-
pensation by the state govern-
ment. However, many firms who
deal in poultry products and
have offices here are asking the
farmers to hand over the com-
pensation money. This has come
as a huge blow to the farmers.  

The relationship between farm-
ers and companies that deal in
the products has never been good.
Farmers have always alleged
that the companies are eating

into their profits leaving them
with nothing to survive. Some of
them said Wednesday that rep-
resentatives of  some of  the firms
that deal with poultry products
are threatening them with dire
consequences unless they hand
over the compensation amount
provided by the government. 

Sources pointed out that the
farmers at an average makes a
profit of  rupees three to rupees
five per bird which is indeed a very
nominal amount. They added
that poultry meat is sold at prices
between ̀ 250-`350 per kilogram.
And it is the companies that make
the maximum profits.

It should be stated that not just
meat, these companies also sell
other poultry products like eggs
after procuring them from farm-
ers at nominal rates. Such is their
dominance that farmers cannot

directly sell their products to
customers. Hence despite the de-
mand for chicken and eggs grow-
ing in the state, the farmers have
not been able to reap the benefits.
It is the companies that deal with
poultry products who are eating
both the cream and the pie.    

As there are no proper ad-
ministrative measures in place to
shackle the companies, the farm-
ers have nowhere to go. They suf-
fer silently and sell their products
at minimal prices and without get-
ting properly paid for the hard
work they put in.  These farmers
are the last independent link in
the company-owned supply chain,
a source informed. He added that
unless some steps are imple-
mented to protect their interests,
more and more poultry farmers
will be forced to look for other
means of  livelihood.

Poultry farmers, firms battle
over compensation money

Pistol recovered from
dead history-sheeter
Rourkela: Police recovered Tuesday
night a foreign-made loaded
revolver and live cartridges from a
man who died due to an accident.
The 22-year-old deceased has been
identified as Sachin Sahu, a resident
of Khatkurbahal under Kutra police
station limits. Police said that
Sachin had crashed against a tree
while driving his motorcycle at high
speed. Other than the revolver and
bullets, cops have also recovered
from Sachin’s possession a mobile
phone costing over a lakh. Police
have also arrested Mukesh Sahu, an
associate of Sachin. Both Sachin
and Mukesh are known history-
sheeters. The cops are trying to
ascertain whether Mukesh was in
touch with Sachin before the
accident occurred. They added that
both Sachin and Mukesh were
involved in past cases of extortion
and also ran illegal gambling dens.
SDPO Biramitrapur Susant Das said,
“We have found the revolver in
Sachin’s possession. We have also
arrested Mukesh as he is wanted by
Jharsuguda police for his alleged
involvement in a murder case.” Das
also said that Sachin was returning
from Jharkhand when the accident
occurred. “Police started chasing
him and when Sachin tried to flee,
the accident occurred. 

Sambalpur: A local court here Tuesday convicted a 24-year-old man for
impregnating a minor girl in 2016 by making a false promise of marrying
her. The court sentenced him to 10 years of rigorous imprisonment (RI)
and slapped a penalty of `1 lakh under Section 6 of Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. Special POCSO court judge Abhilash
Senapati  also handed down one-year rigorous
imprisonment (RI) along with `1,000 fine under
Section 420 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
while failure to pay the penalty would amount
to an additional one-year RI. According to the
case diary, Roshan Munda, a resident of
Gudelkani village under Kisinda police limits in
this district, used to visit his maternal uncle’s
house at Khandamunda during which he had
developed intimacy with a minor girl of the
village which later turned into a physical
relationship. Later, the girl became pregnant and gave birth to a baby
boy. However, when the girl approached Roshan to marry her, he turned
down her request. He also threatened to eliminate her if she held him
responsible for the birth of the child. Unable to find any other way, the
victim lodged a complaint at Kisinda police station February 22, 2016
alleging that Roshan raped her multiple times by making the false
promise of marrying her. Acting on the complaint, a case (57/2016) under
Section 376, 417, 506, 420 and Section 6 of POCSO Act was registered at
Kisinda police station following which the cops began a probe and
arrested Roshan. The special judge pronounced the judgement after
hearing statements of 18 witnesses and going through other evidences,
said Special Public Prosecutor Santosh Panda. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Sept 11: Forest de-
partment personnel belonging
to Similipal south and Baripada
divisions arrested Wednesday
four poachers from Manikpur
village under Udala police lim-
its in Mayurbhanj district. The
department said in an official
release that the four have been
identified as Sauru Murmu, Nitai
Murmu, Mahato Kisku alias
Hapna and Thupul Hembram.

One loaded double barrel gun,
two unloaded guns, explosives,
bows and arrows, one snare, pel-
lets and four teeth belonging to
a Royal Bengal Tiger have been
seized from their possessions.  

Officials said that initially
Thupul was arrested following
a raid at  his  residence in
Manikpur village. Subsequent in-
terrogation of  the accused led the
Forest department staff  to the
others. They were also promptly
nabbed, officials said. 

Officials also stated that among
the four, Mahato is the most no-
torious wildlife criminal. He
had poached a tiger around two
years back and since then had
been absconding. He went miss-
ing after STF personnel recovered
the skin of  the poached tiger
from his residence. Lately he
had returned to the village. He
will be handed over to the STF,
officials informed. 

PNN & AGENCIES

Berhampur, Sept 11: People
from different areas of  Ganjam
district continued their protests
here for the third consecutive
day Wednesday, alleging that
south Odisha has been deprived
of  facilities by the Ministry of
Railways.

Under the banner of  the
‘Mil i ta  Kriyaanusthan
Committee’, a large number of
people held a demonstration
near the railway station here.
They stated that they would con-
tinue their agitation demand-
ing the development of  the rail-
way sector in the district. The
protests began Monday and will
continue for a week at least,
committee leaders said.

Several advocates, social ac-
tivists, retired bureaucrats, teach-
ers, businessmen and others
took par t  in the protests.
Congress MLA from Mohana,
Dasarathi Gamang joined the
dharana Tuesday and expressed
solidarity with the agitators.

The committee has demanded
the construction of  new railway
lines from Gopalpur to Rayagada
via Digapahandi, Mohana and
Padmapur;  Gopalpur  to
Sambalpur via Hinjili, Aska,
Buguda, Bhanjanagar and
Phulbani and from Gopalpur to
Talacher via Aska, Buguda and
Nayagarh. It has also demanded
construction of  two more plat-
forms at the railway station here,

setting up of  a new division in
this city, establishment of  the
proposed wagon factory at
Sitalapalli to provide jobs to the
unemployed youths of  the district
and new direct trains from here
to different states.

The proposed wagon factory
was sanctioned by the central
government when Mamata
Banerjee was the Railway
Minister. But it was not im-
plemented due to the step-
motherly attitude of  the min-
istry towards the southern
Odisha districts, alleged Saroj
Kumar Patnaik, convener of
the committee.

In the present budget, the
Railway Ministry has given a
raw deal to the southern Odisha
districts, ignoring the long-stand-
ing demands of  the people, said
Lokanath Parida, a protester.
Kandhamal district, which does
not have any railway tracks will
be coming under the network, if
these proposed projects are im-
plemented, said BK Panda, a re-
tired bureaucrat.

Somanath Nayak, a senior ad-
vocate in Bhanjanagar said they
have demanded the implemen-
tation of  the Gopalpur-Sambalpur
railway track for several years.
The proposed railway track will
not only connect south and west-
ern Odisha towns, but it will
pass through the tribal-domi-
nated Kandhamal district, which
is yet to come under the rail 
network, he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Balasore, Sept 11: The dis-
tr ict  administration
Wednesday geared up to evac-
uate people from six villages
close to the Integrated Test
Range (ITR) at Chandipur
ahead of  the scheduled mis-
sile test by DRDO from a
launch pad, officials said.
The step was taken on the
advice of  the DRDO and elab-
orate arrangements have been
made to temporarily evacuate
3,100 people, they added. 

“The district administration
will shift 3,100 people from six
villages residing within 2.5km
radius of  the launch pad No. 3
of  the ITR, and all arrange-
ments have been made for their
temporary stay in the three
camps,” informed an official.

Ahead of  the evacuation of

the villagers, a joint meeting
was held here among the DRDO
authorities, district adminis-
tration and police for the
smooth management of  the
temporarily evacuated people,
said a police officer.

To assist these temporarily
shifted people, the district
administration has deployed
more than a hundred offi-
cials and 15 sections (one sec-
tion comprises 10 personnel)
of  the police force.

Through the public address
system, the district adminis-
tration has made announce-
ments in these villages for the
people to shift by 6.00am
Thursday till intimations are
made for their return home
after the test is over. All tem-
porarily affected people will
be compensated as per rule,
said the officer.

Protests held over inadequate
railway facilities in south Odisha 

4 poachers held in Mayurbhanj 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, Sept 11: In a significant mile-
stone for community development, the
CSR department of  JSWBPSL inaugu-
rated Wednesday a newly-constructed
community centre in Lapanga village, sit-
uated near Ramchandi temple in this dis-
trict. This initiative underscores JSW
Foundation’s ongoing commitment to en-
hance the quality of  life in peripheral
areas through impactful CSR activities.

The inauguration ceremony was held in
presence of  Vishal Raj, Head CSR of  JSW

Foundation, Sambalpur and Jharsuguda.
Other distinguished guests who were pres-
ent during the function were Durga Prasad
Sahu, Pradeep Sahu, Byasadev Sahu,
Sanjiv Panda and other members of  the vil-
lage committee.

The newly-built community centre is
designed to serve as a versatile venue for
residents, offering a dedicated space for
social and cultural activities. The cen-
tre aims to foster community engage-
ment by providing an inclusive gathering
spot where individuals and groups of  all
ages can meet and collaborate on various
initiatives, a release said.

Raj highlighted the centre’s role in nur-
turing a sense of  belonging and social in-
clusion among community members. He
emphasised that the new facility would act
as a catalyst for collective endeavours and
reaffirmed JSW Foundation’s ongoing
support for the development of  the gram
panchayat and the local community. CSR
department of  JSWBPSL remains dedicated
to its mission of  supporting and enhanc-
ing the well-being of  the communities in
which it operates, with a focus on sus-
tainable and meaningful development 
initiatives, the release added.

JSWBPSL inaugurates
new community centre

Youth gets 10-yr RI for impregnating minor

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, Sept 11: In a shocking incident, a
man allegedly hacked the boyfriend of  his daugh-
ter to death with an axe at Adatakiri village under
Kashipur block in this district Tuesday evening.
He also attacked his daughter who suffered seri-
ous injuries and is currently battling for life at the
district headquarters hospital (DHH) here. 

The deceased was identified as Mangalsingh
Majhi and the injured Lalita Majhi – both residents
of  the same village. Accused Bijay Majhi, who
had fled the spot after committing the crime, was
arrested Wednesday. 

Police said Lalita had eloped with Mangalsingh
last month. However, Bijay asked her to come back
so that an amicable solution could be worked out.
Lalita had returned to her home a week back. 

Bijay invited Mangalsingh to his residence
Tuesday and requested him to take Lalita back.
However, when the duo was leaving on a bike,
Bijay attacked them with an axe. Mangalsingh
died on the spot while locals rescued Lalita and
rushed her to the Kashipur CHC. She was later
shifted to the DHH here. 

Man hacks daughter’s
boyfriend to death

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Sept 11: The passing out ceremony
of  guards after completing six months of  train-
ing was held Wednesday at the Nicholson Forest
Training School in Champua of  this district. A
total of  97 guards took part in the ceremony
which was attended by the Regional Chief
Conservator of  Forest (RCCF), Rourkela, P
Ramaswamy (IFS) as chief  guest. He also received
the salute at the passing out parade. 

Deputy Conservator of  Forest, Dhanraj HD,
DFOs Srikant Naik and Nityanand Naik and other
dignitaries were present on the occasion. Officials
informed that the guards received training in
wildlife and environment protection and other
duties associated with conservation of  forests.
They will now be posted at different places in the
state, an official added.

PASSING OUT CEREMONY
OF FOREST GUARDS HELD 

FILE PHOTO

Villagers evacuated
for missile test



power post P6

Iwrote a speculative article in 2000 on what I called “the political trilemma
of  the world economy.” My claim was that advanced forms of  glob-
alisation, the nation-state, and mass politics could not coexist.

Societies would eventually settle on (at most) two out of  three.
I suggested that it would be the nation-state that would give way in

the long run. But not without a struggle. In the short term, the more
likely consequence was that governments would seek to reassert na-
tional sovereignty, to address the distributive and governance challenges
posed by globalisation.

To my surprise, the trilemma proved to have long legs. My book
The Globalization Paradox, published a decade later, developed the idea
further. The concept of  the trilemma has become a handy way to un-
derstand the backlash against hyper-globalization, Britain’s exit from
the European Union, the rise of  the far right, and the future of  democ-
racy in the EU, among other issues.

Lately, another trilemma has preoccupied me. This one is the disturbing
possibility that it may be impossible simultaneously to combat cli-
mate change, boost the middle class in advanced economies, and reduce
global poverty. Under current policy trajectories, any combination of
two goals appears to come at the expense
of  the third.

During the early postwar decades, poli-
cies in the developed and developing world
alike emphasised economic growth and do-
mestic social stability. The advanced
economies built extensive welfare states
but also progressively opened their mar-
kets to poorer countries’ exports, so long
as the distributional and social conse-
quences were manageable. The result was
inclusive growth in the rich countries, as
well as significant poverty reduction in
those developing countries that were pur-
suing the right policies.

Successful as this strategy was, it side-
stepped the risks of  climate change. Over
time, the consequences of  economic growth
powered by fossil fuels have become in-
creasingly difficult to ignore.

The postwar Keynesian-social democratic
bargain in the advanced economies was
further undone by the internal contradic-
tions generated by my original trilemma. As
hyper-globalisation replaced the earlier
Bretton Woods model, labour markets in
the advanced economies experienced greater
disruption, undermining the middle class
and democracy itself. Both of  these devel-
opments required new strategies.

In the United States, President Joe
Biden’s administration has tackled these
new realities head-on. It has broken new ground by promoting substantial
investment in renewables and green industries to combat climate
change. And it deliberately aims to restore the middle class by promoting
labour’s bargaining power, reshoring manufacturing, and creating
jobs in regions that were badly hit by imports from China.

This new focus on climate and the middle class is long overdue. But
what US and European policymakers see as a necessary response to ne-
oliberalism’s failures looks, to poor countries, like an assault on their
development prospects. The recent crop of  industrial policies and
other regulations are often discriminatory and threaten to keep out man-
ufactured goods from developing countries.

Green subsidies in the US incentivise the use of  domestic over im-
ported inputs. The EU’s carbon-pricing mechanism will soon require
“dirty” exporters from developing countries to pay additional tariffs.
Governments in poor countries believe that such measures will sabo-
tage their efforts to replicate East Asian nations' export-oriented in-
dustrialisation. We can imagine an alternative combination of  policies
that focus on poor countries and the climate. This would entail a large
transfer of  resources – financial and technological – from the North
to the South, to ensure the requisite investments in climate adaptation
and mitigation in the latter.

It would also require significantly greater access in the North’s mar-
kets to goods, services, and workers from the poor countries of  the South,
to enhance these workers’ economic opportunities. This policy con-
figuration is morally appealing; it would effectively apply the philoso-
pher John Rawls’ principles of  justice on a global scale.

But here, too, the trilemma rears its ugly head. Such an approach would
work at cross purposes with the imperative of  rebuilding the middle
class in advanced economies. It would create much greater competi-
tion for workers without college or professional degrees, driving down
their wages. It would also reduce the fiscal resources available for in-
vestment in their human capital and physical infrastructure.

Fortunately, some of  these conflicts are more apparent than real. In
particular, policymakers in advanced economies and poor countries
alike need to understand that the vast majority of  the good, middle-class
jobs of  the future will have to come from services, not manufacturing.
And economic growth and poverty reduction in developing economies
will be fueled mainly by the creation of  more productive jobs in their
service sectors.

Labour-absorbing sectors such as care, retail, education, and other
personal services are non-traded for the most part. Promoting them does
not create trade tensions in the same way as in manufacturing indus-
tries. This means that the conflict between the middle-class imperative
in rich economies and poor countries’ growth imperative is less severe
than meets the eye. 

Similarly, it will be virtually impossible to address climate change
without significant cooperation from developing countries. While
emissions from the US and Europe have been declining, developing-coun-
try emissions are still rising, in some cases rapidly, and their contri-
bution to global emissions (excluding China) will soon exceed 50%. Hence
it is in rich countries’ self-interest to promote green-transition policies
that poor countries regard as part of  their own growth strategies, not
just as pure cost.

Climate change is an existential threat. A large and stable middle class
is the foundation of  liberal democracies. And reducing global poverty
is a moral imperative. It would be alarming if  we had to abandon any
of  these three goals. Yet our current policy framework imposes, implicitly
but forcefully, a trilemma that appears difficult to overcome. A successful
post-neoliberal transition requires us to formulate new policies that
put these tradeoffs behind us.

The writer, Professor of  International Political 
Economy at Harvard Kennedy School, is President of  the

International Economic Association. 
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The Japanese Yen (JPY)
holds a pivotal position in
the global financial sys-

tem, far beyond what might be ex-
pected given Japan’s size rela-
tive to larger economies like the
United States or the European
Union. Despite being the third-
largest economy globally, Japan’s
currency plays a role that is ar-
guably outsized compared to its
GDP. The Yen’s importance is
rooted in its use as a global reserve
currency, its role in the carry
trade, and its influence on global
interest rates and economic sta-
bility.

The Yen’s significance can be
traced back to Japan’s post-war
economic miracle, during which
the country transformed itself
from a war-torn nation into one
of  the world’s leading economies.
By the 1970s and 1980s, Japan
had become a major player in
global trade, particularly in in-
dustries like automobiles and
electronics. The strength of
Japan’s export-driven economy
bolstered the Yen’s importance
in international trade.

In the 1980s, Japan’s central
bank policy, characterised by low-
interest rates, helped to further en-
trench the Yen in the global fi-
nancial system. This period also
saw the rise of  Japan as a signif-
icant creditor nation, with
Japanese investors and institu-

tions holding vast amounts of  for-
eign assets, further increasing
the global demand for the Yen.

One of  the primary reasons the
Yen is so important to the global
market is its status as a safe-
haven currency. In times of  global
financial uncertainty or mar-
ket turmoil, investors often flock
to the Yen, driving up its value.
This phenomenon is due to
Japan’s strong current account
surplus, its position as a net
creditor nation, and the relative
stability of  its economy and po-
litical system. During global
crises, such as the 2008 finan-
cial crisis or the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Yen typically appre-
ciates as investors seek refuge in
assets perceived as low-risk.

The Yen is also a key currency
in the carry trade, a popular
strategy among investors. The
carry trade involves borrowing
in a low-yielding currency like
the Yen and investing in higher-
yielding assets in other curren-
cies. Japan’s historically low-
interest rates, often at or near
zero, make the Yen an attractive
currency for this type of  trade.

The carry trade can have sig-
nificant effects on global finan-
cial markets. When the carry
trade is active, it typically leads
to a depreciation of  the Yen as in-
vestors sell Yen to buy higher-
yielding assets. Conversely, un-

winding the carry trade—often
in response to changes in global
risk sentiment—can lead to a
rapid appreciation of  the Yen,
creating ripple effects across
global markets.

For example, during the 2008
financial crisis, the unwinding
of  carry trades contributed to the
sharp appreciation of  the Yen, ex-
acerbating global financial in-
stability. The interconnected-
ness of  global financial markets
means that movements in the
Yen, driven by carry trade dy-
namics, can have far-reaching
consequences.

Japan remains one of  the
world’s leading exporters, par-
ticularly in industries such as au-
tomobiles, electronics, and ma-
chinery. As a result, the Yen plays
a significant role in global trade.
The value of  the Yen can influ-
ence the competitiveness of
Japanese goods on the world
market. A weaker Yen makes
Japanese exports more compet-
itive, boosting demand for
Japanese products, while a
stronger Yen can have the op-
posite effect.

The Bank of  Japan (BoJ),
Japan’s central bank, plays a
critical role in the global mone-
tary landscape. The BoJ has long
been a pioneer of  unconven-
tional monetary policies, such as
negative interest rates and mas-

sive quantitative easing pro-
grammes. These policies have
kept Japanese interest rates at
extremely low levels for years, in-
fluencing global interest rates
and financial conditions.

Global investors often look to
BoJ’s policies for clues about
the direction of  global mone-
tary policy. For instance, the
BoJ’s aggressive monetary eas-
ing has sometimes pressured
other central banks to adopt sim-
ilar measures to prevent their
currencies from appreciating
too much against the Yen. This
dynamic can influence global
capital flows and interest rates,
impacting everything from mort-
gage rates to corporate borrow-
ing costs worldwide.

The Yen is a cornerstone of
the global financial system, with
an influence that extends far be-
yond Japan’s borders. Its role as
a safe-haven currency, its cen-
trality in the carry trade, its im-
pact on global trade, and its in-
fluence on interest rates and
economic stability make it a key
player in the global market. As
such, understanding the Yen's
importance is crucial for any-
one looking to navigate the com-
plexities of  the global economy.

The writer the founder
and CEO of  fintech 

startup FinCist.

A NATIONAL DIGITAL VARSITY
T

he Government of  India
has allocated ̀ 100 crore
for a National Digital
University (NDU) in the

Union Budget 2024-25, enhanc-
ing it from ̀ 4 crore in 2023-2024.
This shows the clear intention
of  the government to make the
NDU a reality. Setting up a dig-
ital university is a significant step
for India, which has one na-
tional open university and 17
state open universities offering
distance and online education.
While India is a global leader
in the digital and online service
space, many countries already
have digital/virtual/online uni-
versities. For example, our neigh-
bours, Bangladesh and Pakistan,
have such universities. Malaysia
has one e-university, while South
Korea has 19 cyber universities. 

There have been many pre-
vious attempts to offer online ed-
ucation at scale. African Virtual
University (AVU), established in
1997 with the support of  the
World Bank, used both satel-
lite and the internet to create a
network of  universities in Africa
to offer courses. After running
for several years with donor
funding, AVU was closed as it
could not provide the scale it ex-
pected. A significant reason
was the high cost of  AVU pro-
grammes. The courses were de-
veloped by elite institutions to
ensure quality, leading to crit-
icism of  knowledge transfer
from north to south. The United
Kingdom also started ‘UK
eUniversity’ in the early 2000s
and quickly folded operations
because it could only attract
900 students. The more dis-
cussed reason for its closure
was a supply-driven approach
rather than a demand-driven
one to export UK higher edu-
cation to other English-speak-
ing countries through a net-
work of  British institutions.
Canadian Virtual University
(CVU) was another network ap-
proach that offered online ed-
ucation. CVU ceased its opera-
tions in 2019, citing that it
achieved the objective of  pop-

ularising online education and
that many more online learning
opportunities are available to
learners. Today, the only con-
sortium in operation is ‘Open
Universities Australia,’— a net-
work of  over 20 universities of-
fering online higher education.

There are several lessons that
can be learned from the failure
of  the early network approach
to online/virtual universities.
Education is contextual —for-
getting the local needs and using
exter nal courses and pro-
g rammes do  not  work.
Competition amongst the net-
work partners for the same
learner constituencies must be
avoided. In addition, the focus
on technologies should be on
reducing cost and improving
interactive, authentic and en-
gaging learning. Today, there
are three types of  virtual/dig-
ital universities: (i) universi-
ties offering blended learning
with primarily face-to-face teach-
ing supported by online tech-
nologies, (ii) universities of-
fering online learning with some
in-person attendance require-
ments, and (iii) universities of-
fering completely online courses.
These variations are usually
context specific as per the needs
of  the learners and the domain
of  the subject taught. 

What operational model the
NDU of  India should adopt?
What lessons, if  any, it must
learn from the existing opera-
tions of  the 18 open universities
in the country? With a suitable
model and business plan, the
NDU can revolutionise digital ed-
ucation in India and provide
lifelong learning for all and in-
crease gross enrolment ratio. 

In India, we have the cen-
tralised SWAYAM platform for
massive open online courses
(MOOCs). It has over 1,300 on-
going courses offered by the
best educational institutions
in the country. The Ministry of
Education (MOE) supports the
platform, and the University
Grant Commission has issued
guidelines and regulations for
providing course credits for
MOOCs completed on the
SWAYAM platform. Therefore,
instead of  creating a network
model of  the NDU, the MOE
may establish it as a de novo
‘Institution of  Eminence’. It
should become a ‘Centre of
Excellence’ in digital educa-
tion by harnessing the expert-
ise from a range of  individuals
and institutions in the coun-
try and abroad to offer pro-
grammes using multi-modal
approaches as per the needs of
learners and demand of  the

subject taught. Experts must
decide to offer a course or pro-
gramme in a particular mode or
multiple modes. So, flexibility
will be the hallmark of  such a
digital university leading to
adopting a micro-credential ap-
proach to deliver micro- and
nano-courses that are quality-
assured, accredited, and stack-
able to help learners acquire
qualifications over an extended
period to complete a pro-
gramme. The University must
offer multi-disciplinary courses
and programmes in areas with
high demand for employabil-
ity and also in disciplines where
limited expertise is available
at traditional universities. The
NDU can offer such courses at
scale and support quality edu-
cation and transferability of
the credits. 

While the NDU is expected to
focus on innovative uses of  tech-
nology for teaching and learn-
ing, it should always be learner-
centric, accessible (including
for persons with disabilities)
and affordable. The courses and
learning materials at NDU must
provide an engaging digital
learner experience using dis-
cussion forum, artificial intel-
ligence, audio, video, and
AR/VR/MR tools. All these
learning materials must also
be available as open educational
resources to promote their adap-
tion in multiple languages. The
NDU, therefore, must be visu-
alised as a national resource
centre, facilitating other uni-
versities to use the learning re-
sources developed. Such a vision
will need a collaborative ap-
proach and collegial decision-
making to make the NDU a
great place for educational in-
novations.

The writer is 
Education Specialist 
(Technology-Enabled

Learning) at the
Commonwealth of

Learning, Canada. Views
are personal.

FOCUS

With a suitable model and business plan, the
NDU can revolutionise digital education in India

and provide lifelong learning for all and 
increase gross enrolment ratio 

Love is the keynote, Joy is the
music, Knowledge is the
performer, the Infinite All is the
composer and audience.

SRI AUROBINDO

SETTING UP A
DIGITAL 

UNIVERSITY IS A
SIGNIFICANT

STEP FOR INDIA,
WHICH HAS ONE
NATIONAL OPEN
UNIVERSITY AND

17 STATE OPEN
UNIVERSITIES

OFFERING 
DISTANCE AND

ONLINE 
EDUCATION

Sanjaya Mishra

WISDOM CORNER
There may be a great fire in our hearts, yet no one ever comes to
warm himself at it, and the passers-by see only a wisp of smoke.

VINCENT VAN GOGH

A good upbringing means not that you won't spill sauce on the
tablecloth, but that you won't notice it when someone else does.

ANTON CHEKHOV

When people are very damaged, they can often meet the world with
a kind of defiance. JK ROWLING

EDUCATION
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Letters
TO THE EDITOR

ONE OF THE 
PRIMARY REASONS

THE YEN IS SO
IMPORTANT TO

THE GLOBAL 
MARKET IS ITS

STATUS AS A
SAFE-HAVEN 

CURRENCY 

Sourajeet Pradhani

Fix accountability

Sir, This refers to “Cong ups ante over SEBI row” (Orissa POST, September 11). The Securities
and Exchange Board of  India (SEBI) has been under heavy criticism from the Congress
party, with concerns raised on how it has tackled recent investigations and other regu-
latory affairs. The party is adamant that SEBI has not done enough against big corpora-
tions, especially those alleged to have political ties. The Congress has now asked SEBI for
more openness to ensure a wide-ranging probe into cases of  corporate misconduct. The
allegations against the SEBI at a time when an enormous number of  investors trust the
regulatory body with their hard-earned money is not a good sign. It is the responsibility
of  the SEBI as the main regulator of  our financial market that controls everything to come
out clean. The position that the Congress has adopted suggests that they see the SEBI’s
role as central to the larger discussion about corporate accountability and governance.
As the government fends off  SEBI’s actions by saying that it is an independent as well as
efficient body, the Congress keeps thinking otherwise with regards to political involve-
ment and regulatory framework being tampered with. In order for this regulatory body
to regain public trust after several years of  dubiousness coupled with political meddling,
some experts believe stricter reforms may be one of  the possible ways forward for SEBI.
This situation underscores the delicate balance between regulatory autonomy and political
accountability in India’s financial landscape.

Garima Singh, KANPUR

Combat cybercrime 

Sir, This refers to “Shah urges agen-
cies to AI for checking cybercrimes”
(Orissa POST, September 11), the gov-
ernment’s decision to deploy com-
mandos and empower the cyber
space with AI to combat cyber crimes
is a bold but overdue measure. This
step is particularly timely given
that in 2022, 68 per cent of  internet
users in India experienced cyber
crimes, compared to the global av-
erage of  39 per cent. During the
same period, countries such as the
US, Australia and Japan experi-
enced cyber crime rates of  49 per
cent, 40 per cent, and 21 per cent
respectively.

PV Prakash, MUMBAI

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

Dani Rodrik

Climate change is
an existential

threat. A large and
stable middle class
is the foundation of

liberal democracies.
And reducing global

poverty is a moral
imperative. It would

be alarming if we
had to abandon any
of these three goals

Cornerstone of global financial system

A New Trilemma

SPECTRUM YEN
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, Sept 11: Increased
deaths and injuries of  endan-
g ered golden langur
(Trachypithecus geei) due to
road accidents has led the pri-
mate research centre to con-
struct wildlife passages as linear
corridors and artificial canopy
bridges.

The animal is a canopy-
dwelling primate species en-
demic to the Indo-Bhutan border,
primarily found in four districts
of  western Assam, India, and six
districts of  south-central Bhutan.

“The species is threatened by
habitat loss and population de-
cline. In India, the golden langur
has experienced substantial
habitat loss, with over half  of  its
habitat disappearing over re-
cent decades, particularly in
Assam’s  Kokrajhar  and
Bongaigaon districts”, Senior

Primatolo gist  of  Primate
Research Centre NE India Dr
Jihosuo Biswas said Wednesday.

Habitat loss is mainly due to
deforestation, exacerbated by
conversion of  forests into farm-
land and human settlements,
which has threatened the sur-
vival of  the Golden langur pop-
ulation in these regions.

As an arboreal primate, golden
langurs may need to engage in
terrestrial behaviours to cross
disconnected areas within their
home ranges, with lack of  con-
nectedness due to recent infra-
structure development has led
to high mortality due to road
accidents.

“We have been recording road
kills, electric hazards, and high
parasitic prevalence in golden
langurs in Nadangiri Resere
Forest, Nayekgaon, Rubber
Gardens in the Baxamara-
Amg u ri  a rea ,  a n d  i n

Chakrashilla Wildlife sanctu-
ary”, Biswas said.

A comprehensive study on
traffic behaviour was conducted
to understand the patterns and
trends of  vehicular movement
along State Highway 14, along-
side observing the locomotor
behaviour and the pattern
adopted by golden langurs dur-
ing road crossings, he said.

According to the study, golden
langurs for 71 per cent of  the time
opted to cross the road at ground
level, disregarding the traffic
while in 29 per cent of  cases, they

opted to utilize existing canopy
connectivity, altering their route
to avoid vehicles.

“We have successfully devel-
oped some alternatives to mit-
igate mortality and restore land-
scape connectivity in some areas,
such as the construction of
wildlife passages as linear cor-
ridors and artificial canopy
bridges are a recent innovation
that aims to provide functional
connectivity”, he said.

Initially, the project involved
constructing artificial canopy
bridges (ACB) at the Nayekgaon-

Rubber Garden-Baxamara-
Amguri forest complex to min-
imize accidents under the
Nayekgaon Range of  Kokrajhar
district.

ACB’s were designed and con-
structed while necessary meas-
urements and data were col-
lected for bridge construction,
including bridge length, anchor
trees, canopy height, angle of
the bridges, owner of  the area,
bridge type, and bridge viabil-
ity along the State Highway -14
(SH-14), where the majority of
golden langur deaths were

caused by road accidents.
“We installed bamboo bridges,

mixed bamboo-cum-rope bridges,
and pipe bridges up on the anchor
trees by fastening the rope to
the branches on each side of  the
trees. To ensure stability, we tied
the remaining part of  the ropes
to adjacent trees next to the main
anchor trees”, he said.

After installing two such
bridges, a camera trap was po-
sitioned at each bridge to mon-
itor its utilization, supplementing
the regular direct observation
schedule.

It was observed that this pipe
bridge had a more appealing
appearance, which encouraged
golden langurs to use it, Biswas
pointed out.

Four ladder bridges were also
constr ucted  at  Si l jan  in
Kokrajhar but it took six months
for golden langurs to gain con-
fidence in using these bridges.

During the monsoon period,
the golden Langurs typically
utilized canopy gaps by jumping
or avoiding certain areas.
However, in January 2024, we
observed that langur groups
began using the ladder bridges
regularly when crossing that
part of  the road.

n A comprehensive study on
traffic behaviour was
conducted to understand the
patterns and trends of vehicular
movement along State Highway
14, alongside observing the
locomotor behaviour and the
pattern adopted by golden
langurs during road crossings

n According to the study, Golden
langurs for 71 per cent of the
time opted to cross the road at
ground level, disregarding the
traffic while in 29 per cent of
cases, they opted to utilize
existing canopy connectivity,
altering their route to avoid
vehicles

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Sept 11: Over 2,350
permissions related to for elec-
tion campaigns were given to
political parties and contesting
candidates since the electoral
process for Assembly elections
commenced in Jammu and
Kashmir last month, an official
release said Tuesday.

J&K Chief  Electoral Officer
Pandurang K Pole has urged
upon the candidates and politi-
cal parties participating in the
Assembly elections to utilise the
‘Suvidha’ application and plat-
form, designed to streamline the
application process for various
permissions required during
election campaigns.

The portal serves as a one-
stop solution, empowering the
candidates and political par-
ties to apply for and obtain per-
missions efficiently and con-

veniently.
With a user-friendly interface and

robust features, the App simpli-
fies the process, ensuring that all
necessary permissions are ac-
quired in a timely manner, thereby
enabling seamless campaign ac-
tivities, the statement said.

“A total of  3,178 cases of  per-
mission requests were received
for general elections to legisla-
tive Assembly in J&K and out of
these, 2,350 permission requests
which were completed in all re-
spects were accepted by the com-
petent authorities,” the state-
ment issued by the office of  the
chief  electoral officer said.

It said 336 requests which
were lacking in fulfilment of
requisite formalities were re-
jected, while 241 requests are
still under process at the level
of  various competent authori-
ties to issue the permissions.

“As many as 158 requests are

still pending at various levels for
want of  NOCs etc, while 93 re-
quests were cancelled on the
basis of  insufficient/ incom-
plete formalities submitted by
the applicants in spite of  ample
time given to them to submit
the same,” the statement said.

Detailing the permissions,

it said 437 for permission to
h o l d  m e e t i n g  w i t h  l o u d
speaker, 278 for permission to
hold meeting without loud
speaker, 217 applications were
accepted for door to door can-
vassing, 28 for helicopter and
helipad and 54 for opening of
temporary party office.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, Sept 11: A rape vic-
tim’s journey to justice, drugs
menace among youth and cor-
ruption over providing drink-
ing water to people – plays on a
diverse range of  topics will be
staged at the annual Brajanath
Sharma Memorial Inter-State
Drama Festival, which will get un-
derway Thursday.

Into its 15th edition, the four-
day festival organised by amateur
theatre group Samahar Natya
Gosthee will see performances of
four plays, including the maiden
show of  renowned playwright-
actor Sitanath Lahkar’s latest
play ‘Nyay’.

“It is indeed a very happy mo-
ment for us to formally announce
the programme of  the festival.
During its 14 years of  existence,
this festival has become a land-
mark cultural event of  the state.
Now, it is a big responsibility on
our shoulders to make it a grand
success like the previous years,”
president of  the Drama Festival
committee Lalit Sarma said.

The Festival has been organ-
ised since 2007 in memory of
Brajanath Sharma, hailed as the
‘father of  Assamese Moving (mo-
bile) Theatre’.

He was also the pioneer of
modern Assamese theatre and
had first brought women on stage
to introduce co-acting in the state
in 1933. Sarma said Lahkar’s
new play ‘Nyay’ on the issues of
lynching and rape will be staged
on the final day of  the Festival.

“It highlights the ordeal faced
by a rape victim and how she
copes with the stigma attached
to it. The struggle to get justice
is not an easy path, which is por-
trayed in the play,” he said.

Lahkar’s two other plays, ‘PIL-
99’ and ‘Drohi’, will also be staged
at the Festival, Sarma said.

‘PIL-99’ mainly highlights ram-
pant corruption, even in the
name of  drinking water, and
presents how the verdict of  the
people’s legal battle is stalled by
the powers that be.

‘Drohi’ is based on the COVID-
19 pandemic period and exposes
how a section of  society tries to
capitalise on human catastro-
phe by means of  superstitions.

Another well-known theatre

personality Tarun Talukdar’s
play ‘ Imaan Dhuniya
Prithibikhon’ will also be per-
formed. It revolves around two
youths addicted to drugs and
shows the dange rous impact of
such a menace on society and
the possible way forward to get
rid of  it.

“We hope the Festival, like yes-
teryears, will be a success this
year too and help create an at-
mosphere of  alternate theatre
movement in Assam,” Sarma
said.

Plays on rape, 
corruption to be
staged at festival

GUWAHATI ANNUAL DRAMA

The Festival has been
organised since 2007 
in memory of 
Brajanath Sharma,
hailed as the ‘father 
of Assamese Moving
(mobile) Theatre’ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, Sept 11: Authorities
of  the Indian Institute of
Technolo g y,  Guwahati
Wednesday asked journalists not
to visit the campus after the
death of  a third-year student al-
legedly by suicide.

A third-year Computer Science
student, hailing from Uttar
Pradesh, was found dead in his
hostel room Monday, leading to
protests by students demanding
justice and proper mental health
support for all.

Following the protests, jour-
nalists were barred from enter-
ing the campus to report from the
spot. “Members of  the media
are requested not to visit the
campus now. The institute as-
sures you that the situation is
being treated with utmost ur-
gency,” a statement issued by
IIT-Guwahati said.

Media will soon be invited to
the campus for a meeting with the
director, it added.

“We request members of  the
press to understand and coop-
erate with us in these difficult
times and give us a few days to
bring the situation back to nor-
mal,” the statement added.

Several journalists who have
visited the campus in North
Guwahati since Tuesday evening
have been turned away from the
gates. IIT-Guwahati authorities
were also not available in person
or over phone to talk to the media
but later issued a statement an-
nouncing that the resignation
of  the Dean of  Academic Affairs
was being discussed internally
and a decision will be taken soon.

Journalists who were barred
from entering the campus pointed
out that they were prevented
from doing their duty, with the
authorities refusing to respond
to their queries but only a state-
ment was issued.

The institute also urged the stu-
dents to refrain from protests
and return to their classrooms
and to prioritise academic con-
tinuity and maintain a peace-
ful campus.

Students had gathered outside
the administration building since
Monday evening and many of
them did not attend classes in
protest against recurring inci-
dents of  recurring deaths of  stu-
dents on the campus.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 11: A judicial
tribunal of  the Delhi High Court
has upheld the Centre’s ban on
two factions of  the separatist
group Muslim Conference
Jammu and Kashmir and four
factions of  another secessionist
organisation, Jammu and
Kashmir People’s League (JKPL),
for threatening India’s integrity
by promoting, aiding and abetting
the secession of  Jammu and
Kashmir through terrorism.

Three separate orders -- one for
the Muslim Conference Jammu
and Kashmir (Bhat faction), an-
other for Muslim Conference

Jammu and Kashmir (Sumji fac-
tion) and a third one for the four
factions of  the JKPL -- uphold-
ing the ban imposed under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act were issued by the tribunal
consisting of  Justice Neena
Bansal Krishna, a Delhi High
Court judge.

The Muslim Conference
Jammu and Kashmir (MCJK-
Bhat) was declared a banned as-
sociation by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) through a
notification February 28.

The tribunal was constituted
March 18 for the purpose of  ad-
judicating whether or not there
was sufficient cause for declar-
ing the MCJK-Bhat an unlaw-
ful association.

“And, whereas, the said tri-
bunal, in exercise of  the powers
conferred by sub-section (3) of
section 4  of  the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967,
passed an order August 23, 2024,
confirming the declaration made
in the said notification,” the
home ministry said through a no-
tification issued Tuesday.

While imposing the ban, the
ministry had said the MCJK-
Bhat had linkages with banned

terror outfits and supported ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir,
its members were indulging in
generating feelings of  hatred
and disaffection against the coun-
try to separate Jammu and
Kashmir from the Union of  India,
and its leaders and members
were involved in raising funds
through various sources, in-
cluding from Pakistan and its
proxy organisations, for perpe-
trating unlawful activities, in-
cluding supporting terror ac-
t ivi t ies  and sustained
stone-pelting on security forces.

The MHA had also said the
MCJK-Bhat and its members,
by their activities, showed sheer
disrespect towards the country’s
constitutional authority and
constitutional set up, gave a clar-
ion call to boycott polls on mul-
tiple occasions, attempted to

subvert the will of  people and the
democratic process in Jammu
and Kashmir, and were involved
in promoting, aiding and abetting
the secession of  Jammu and
Kashmir from India through
anti-national and subversive ac-
tivities.

In the second order, the tri-
bunal upheld the February 28
ban imposed on the MCJK (Sumji
faction). In its order issued
August 23, the tribunal accepted
the home ministry’s submission
that the MCJK (Sumji faction),
chaired by Ghulam Nabi Sumji,
is known for its anti-India and
pro-Pakistan propaganda, its
members are involved in sup-
porting terror activities and pro-
viding logistic support to ter-
rorists in Jammu and Kashmir.

Besides being involved in rais-
ing funds through various
sources, including from Pakistan
and its proxy organisations, for
perpetrating unlawful activi-
ties, its members were also in-
volved in supporting terror ac-
tivities, sustained stone-pelting
on security forces and constantly
asked the people of  Kashmir to
refrain from taking part in elec-
tions and thereby, targeted and

hampered the very basic con-
stitutionally-recognised funda-
mentals of  Indian democracy.

In the third order, the tribunal
confirmed the ban imposed on
the four factions of  the Jammu
and Kashmir People’s League -
- JKPL (Mukhtar Ahmed Waza),
JKPL (Bashir Ahmad Tota),
JKPL (Ghulam Mohammad
Khan alias Sopori), which is also
known as Jammu and Kashmir
People’s Political League, and
JKPL (Aziz Sheikh) led by Yaqoob
Sheikh -- as unlawful associa-
tions.

The tribunal, in its August 29
order, said “From the elaborate
material and evidence placed
on record in these proceedings,
this tribunal finds that there is
ample justification to uphold
the ban on the four factions of  the
JKPL and uphold the declara-
tion of  the four factions of  the
JKPL, namely JKPL (Mukhtar
Ahmed Waza), JKPL (Bashir
Ahmed Tota), JKPL (Ghulam
Mohammed Khan @ Sopori) also
known as Jammu and Kashmir
People's Political League, and
JKPL (Aziz Sheikh) led by Yaqoob
Sheikh as being ‘unlawful as-
sociations’ under the UAPA.”
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Tribunal upholds ban on 6 J&K separatist groups
The tribunal was 
constituted March 18
for the purpose of
adjudicating whether
or not there was 
sufficient cause for
declaring the 
MCJK-Bhat an 
unlawful association

THE ANIMAL IS A CANOPY-DWELLING 
PRIMATE SPECIES ENDEMIC TO THE 
INDO-BHUTAN BORDER, PRIMARILY FOUND IN
FOUR DISTRICTS OF WESTERN ASSAM, AND SIX
DISTRICTS OF SOUTH-CENTRAL BHUTAN

Artificial canopy bridges to prevent golden langur deaths 

2,350 poll-related permissions given to parties STUDENT SUICIDE

IIT-Guwahati asks
scribes not to 
visit its campus

Into its 15th edition, 
the four-day festival
organised by amateur
theatre group Samahar
Natya Gosthee will see
performances of four
plays, including the
maiden show of
renowned playwright-
actor Sitanath Lahkar’s
latest play ‘Nyay’ 

J&K ASSEMBLY POLLS

Anantnag (JK): Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge
Wednesday announced five
guarantees for the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, including
five lakh interest-free loan for
women entrepreneurs and Rs
25 lakh health insurance per
family, if  the Congress-NC al-
liance is voted to power in the
Union territory.

Campaigning for the alliance
candidates  in this  south
Kashmir town, Kharge also
said the Congress-NC govern-
ment will give Rs 3,000 monthly
to the women heads of  families
besides promising to restore
the provision to give 11 kg
grains per person through the
public distribution system.

He said the promise for re-
habilitation of  Kashmir Pandit
migrants, which was made dur-
ing the term of  Manmohan
Singh, will be fulfilled.

The OBCs will also get their
rights as enshrined in the
Constitution, he added.

The five guarantees were
read out by the Congress pres-
ident in presence of  National
Conference president Farooq
Abdullah and other senior

Congress leaders, including
KC Venugopal and Subodh
Kant.

Kharge said there were one
lakh jobs vacancies in Jammu
and Kashmir but the current
dispensation appointed by the
BJP-led Centre is not filling
them as “they want to keep peo-
ple of  Jammu and Kashmir
poor”.

“We will fill these vacancies.
They did not bring any indus-
try, hence no job creation. We
will focus on tourism and man-
ufacturing. More than 4,400
government schools have been
closed in the past several
years.We will reopen them as
we will focus on education,”
the Congress president said.

Kharge reiterated that the
party will strive for restora-
tion of  statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir while promising
to restore a bi-cameral legis-
lature in the Union territory.

“We will strive to get state-
hood for J&K. The bi-cameral
House will be restored. They
(BJP) keep asking how we will
do it? When people are with
us, we will do it as it is peo-
ple’s power,” he added.

Kharge announces five
guarantees for J&K people
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Opposition in the Lok Sabha, spews
venom against the country when he
goes abroad and it has been the
Congress’s habit to do politics in
the name of religion and caste
EKNATH SHINDE | MAHARASHTRA CM

The iconic clock tower of Dehradun began ticking
again Wednesday after remaining lifeless for a couple
of days.  “Someone had cut off the wires of three of
the six Swiss clocks installed in the tower. The wires
have been reconnected and the clocks are working
again,” Kotwali police station SHO Chandrabhan
Singh told PTI after an inspection of the spot

DOON’S CLOCK TOWER BEGINS TO TICK AGAIN

national
The Congress
believes that as
long as there is

inequality in the
society, Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Other
Backward Classes are deprived,
reservation should continue. Baba
Saheb also had the same view

HARISH RAWAT | SENIOR CONG LEADER

of the
day uote 

BJP first selects
a target,
creates a

fabricated story, and
later pressures the
victim's family to
remain silent

AKHILESH YADAV | SP PRESIDENT

MP farmers are
worried about
soyabean

prices ruling below
MSP. We received a
proposal from the MP
government on
procurement yesterday night. We
have approved it

SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN |
UNION AGRICULTURE MINISTER

Mysterious fever
kills 11 in Kutch
Bhuj: The Gujarat government
has deployed specialist
doctors and 50 medical teams
in and around seven villages of
two talukas in Kutch district
after an undiagnosed fever
has claimed the lives of 11
persons in a week, a state
minister said Wednesday.
Health Minister Rushikesh
Patel held a review meeting in
Bhuj town of Kutch over the
steps being taken in the region.
Talking to reporters after the
meeting Wednesday, Patel
said 48 new cases of fever
have been detected in seven
villages of Lakhpat and Abdasa
where 11 persons, including
four children, died earlier due
to an undiagnosed fever
between September 3 and 10.

ED attaches fresh
assets of Nirav 
New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate Wednesday said it
has attached fresh assets
worth `29.75 crore of fugitive
diamond trader Nirav Modi
under the anti-money
laundering law. A provisional
order has been issued under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) to
attach these assets that are in
the form of bank deposits, land,
and buildings. Modi, 53, is
presently lodged in a UK jail
and has lost his extradition plea
to India in connection with this
alleged bank loan fraud case. 

I will continue as 
CM: Siddaramaiah
Bangalore: Making it clear
that the Chief Minister post
in the state is not vacant for
anyone to weigh in to occupy
it now, Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah Wednesday
asserted that there are no
doubts in this regard and he
will continue in the position.
As Siddaramaiah’s petition
challenging the Governor’s
sanction for his prosecution in
a site allotment case is being
heard in the High Court, some
Congress leaders seem to 
be preparing for a race to
become CM in the event of
leadership change, with
several of them openly
expressing their desire.

2 orchestra dancers
gangraped; 8 held
Gorakhpur (UP): Police have
arrested eight men in
connection with abduction and
gang-rape of two orchestra
dancers at gunpoint in Uttar
Pradesh’ s Kushinagar district.
The accused perpetrators
forced the victims into their
vehicles and took them to a
house where the crime was
committed, police said. The
victims were abducted at
gunpoint from a house under
the Ramkola police station
jurisdiction Monday night,
according to police.

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 11: The
Supreme Court on Wednesday
said establishment of  Gram
Nyayalayas across the country
would help improve access to
justice.

A bench headed by Justice B
R Gavai was hearing a plea seek-
ing a direction to the Centre and
all states for taking steps to set
up ‘Gram Nyayalayas’ under the
supervision of  the apex court.
During the hearing, advocate
Prashant Bhushan, appearing

for petitioner NGO National
Federation of  Societies for Fast
Justice and others, said only
about five to six per cent of  Gram
Nyayalayas have been set up till
now. “Some of  the states are say-
ing  we don’ t  need Gram
Nyayalayas because we have
Nyaya Panchayats,” Bhushan
told the bench, which also com-
prised Justices P K Mishra and
K V Viswanathan. He said Nyaya
Panchayats were not really the
same as Gram Nyayalayas, which
have judicial officers.

The bench appointed a sen-

ior advocate to assist it as an
amicus curiae in the matter.
“Sooner these Nyayalayas are
established… it’s better for access
to justice,” the bench observed.

An advocate appearing for the
Himachal Pradesh High Court
told the bench that the high court
has been writing to the state
government since 2009 request-
ing for establishing Gram
Nyayalayas. The bench noted
that the counsel appearing for the
Himachal Pradesh High Court
has stated that in spite of  re-
peated reminders to the state

for establishment of  Gram
Nyayalayas, no steps have been
taken in the matter. The apex
court directed the Himachal
Pradesh government to respond
before the next date of  hearing.
It posted the matter for hearing

after  four weeks.
The bench asked states or high

courts that have not yet filed
their affidavits in the matter to
file those within three weeks.

While hearing the matter July
12, the apex court had observed,

“In our view, the establishment
of  more Gram Nayayalayas
would, apart from providing 
access to justice at affordable
price and providing justice at
door steps, also de-clog the huge
pendency of  matters before the 
trial courts.”

It had directed the chief  sec-
retaries  of  s tates/Union
Territories and registrar gen-
erals of  the high courts to file af-
fidavits within six weeks giving
details regarding establishment
and functioning of  Gram
Nyayalayas, including infra-
structure made available  
for them. Bhushan had earlier ar-
gued that directions were needed
to be issued to all states to notify
and establish Gram Nyayalayas
as statutorily provided for under
the Gram Nyayalays Act of  2008.

SC advocates for Gram Nyayalayas to enhance access to justice
An Act passed by Parliament in 2008 provided for the establishment of Gram

Nyayalayas at the grassroots level for providing access to justice to the citizens
at their doorsteps and to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not

denied to anyone because of social, economic or other disabilities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Sept 11: The West
Bengal government Wednesday
rejected junior doctors’ demands
for Chief  Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s presence and a 
live broadcast as pre-conditions
for talks to resolve the month-long
‘cease work’ and standoff  over
the alleged rape-murder of  a
woman medic at RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital.

Amid the 33rd day of  protests
and a sit-in outside Swasthya
Bhawan for the second day,
Minister of  State for Health
Chandrima Bhattacharya said
the government remains open to
discussions but suggested that
“political forces” might be 
influencing the protests.

This led to a quick rebuttal
from the medics, who dismissed
the claims as baseless.

The minister urged the doctors
to rejoin work by respecting the
Supreme Court's direction to
them, but refrained from giving
a direct reply on whether the
state government would take
any punitive action for violating
the apex court's order.

Meanwhile, TMC leaders and
MLAs issued veiled threats to the
agitating junior doctors by call-
ing them "anti-nationals" and
saying the party too might con-

duct counter-protests against
the agitating medics.

The government had invited
the doctors to a meeting at state
secretariat Nabanna at 6 pm
Wednesday but the invitation
did  not  confir m whether
Banerjee would attend it.

Chief  Secretary Manoj Pant,
in an email sent at 3.49 am
Wednesday, urged the doctors
to send a delegation of  12 to 
15 members and stressed the 
importance of  resuming work,
citing a Supreme Court order
directing them to return to duty
by 5 pm Tuesday.

“You will, no doubt, appreci-
ate and agree that as a law-abid-
ing citizen, it is everyone's
bounden duty to adhere to these
directions. Unfortunately, it has
not been adhered to so far,” Pant

wrote, emphasising the need for
doctors to return to their duties
to provide necessary care to the
public. Despite the invitation,
the junior doctors insisted on
several preconditions before
agreeing to the meeting.

The government, however,
stood firm on its stance, refusing
to accept any pre-conditions for
the meeting. Bhattacharya, along-
side Pant and DGP Rajeev Kumar,
urged doctors to resume duties,
stressing the urgent need to re-
store healthcare services dis-
rupted by the prolonged agitation.
The protests began after the
body of  a postgraduate trainee
was found at RG Kar Hospital
August 9. A civic volunteer was
arrested the following day, and
the CBI is conducting a probe
after a Calcutta High Court order.

RG KAR STANDOFF DEEPENS

WB govt dismisses junior
docs’ precondition for talks
The protest has entered its

33rd day as the doctors
continue to demand 

justice for Abhaya, the 
postgraduate trainee

whose body was 
discovered at RG Kar

Hospital August 9

n A civic volunteer 
was arrested the
following day in
connection with the
case. The Central
Bureau of Investigation
is conducting the probe
under a Calcutta High
Court order

n The junior doctors have emphasised the need
for transparency in the ongoing investigation
and have called for better security measures in
hospitals and government healthcare centres

n Meanwhile, TMC leaders issued veiled threats
to the agitating doctors by calling them “anti-
nationals” and saying the party too might conduct
counter-protests against the agitating medics
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Shimla, Sept 11: Protesters de-
manding the demolition of  
an illegal portion of  a mosque in
Shimla’s Sanjauli area clashed
with  security  personnel
Wednesday, breaking barricades
and pelting stones as police used
water cannons and baton charged
to disperse them. 
About 10 people including po-
lice and women were injured.

Public Works Vikramaditya
Singh said the government was
seriously concerned over
escalation of  the sit-
uation and keep-
ing  a  close
watch on 
all the devel-
opments.

“We are in
touch with
the central
leadership and
Chief  Minister
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu and myself
have talked to party presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge and
party in-charge Rajiv Shukla
and they are also concerned that
there was no deterioration in
law and order situation,” he said.

Raising slogans of  “Jai Shri
Ram” and “Hindu Ekta
Zindabad”, hundreds of  pro-
testers gathered at the Sabzi
Mandi Dhalli and marched to-
wards Sanjauli market, defying
prohibitory orders and ignor-
ing warnings by the adminis-

tration. They broke barricades
erected near the Dhalli tunnel
while another crowd gathered at
Sanjauli Chowk.

As the protesters gathered 
on the call of  some Hindu groups
entered Sanjauli and broke a 
second barricade near the
mosque, police baton charged
and used water cannons to 
disperse them.

Police  detained some 
protesters as well, including
Hindu Jagran Manch secretary
Kamal Gautam, and erected the 

barricade near the mosque
again but the protesters 

refused to  leave 
and continued rais-

ing  s lo g ans
against the ad-
ministration.

T he out -
break of  the
clash le f t  

s tudents  in
Sanjauli, Dhalli and

adjoining areas
stranded in schools.

Residents vented their anger at
the administration for not 
ordering  the  schools  
to remain closed for the day 
despite being aware of  the
demonstration. They said several
school  mana g ements  are  
awaiting directions from the 
district administration to send
the children back home. As a
protest against the baton charge
on the demonstrators, the Shimla
Beopar Mandal has called for a
bandh  Thursday.

Shimla mosque dispute:
Protesters, police clash

Last
Thursday, Hindu

groups staged massive
protests at the Chaura

Maidan in the vicinity of 
the Vidhan Sabha and
Sanjauli to press for

their demands
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New Delhi, Sept 11: Baramulla
MP Engineer Rashid walked out
of  Tihar Jail Wednesday, a 
day after a court here granted
him interim bail till October 2 
in a terror funding case so 
that he can campaign in the 
upcoming Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly polls.

Talking to reporters outside
the jail, he said that he would con-
tinue to fight for his people.
Rashid's sons and supporters
welcomed him after he walked
out of  the prison. Sheikh Abdul
Rashid, popularly known as
Engineer Rashid, has been in
jail since 2019 following his ar-
rest by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act in
the 2017 terror funding case.

“He was released from jail at
4.15 pm,” said a senior prison of-
ficial. He defeated former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief  Minister
Omar Abdullah in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls in Baramulla.
Rashid’s outfit Awami Ittehad
Party (AIP) is contesting the
Assembly elections. “I was in jail
for five-and-a-half  years. I am
committed to fighting for my peo-
ple. I am coming back to unite peo-
ple and not divide them,” he told
reporters outside Tihar.  

Er Rashid walks 
out of Tihar jail
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Patna, Sept 11: The Patna High
Court Wednesday commuted
the death sentences of  four
persons convicted for the
2013 serial blasts in
Patna that targeted the
inaugural rally of
Narendra Modi, who
was then the BJP’s
Prime Ministerial  
candidate, in Bihar.

A division bench com-
prising Justices Ashutosh
Kumar and Jitendra Kumar dis-
posed of  the Death Reference
moved by state government on
the order of  a special NIA court,
and ruled that the four convicts
shall serve “30 years in prison”.
In October 2021, the trial court
convicted nine persons in total,

sentencing two to life impris-
onment, two others to 10 years
in jail each, and one to seven
years in prison, while acquit-
ting one of   the accused.

In a 63-page order, the High
Court said for Imtiyaz Alam,
Haider Ali, Numan Ansari, and
Mujibullah Ansari, a 30-year
prison sentence “would suffice
and would meet the ends of  jus-

tice.” Incidentally, Alam,
Ali and Mujibullah

Ansari are also
serving l i fe  
sentence  in
Bodh Gaya 
serial blasts of
July, 2013. The

court noted that
the four convicts,

a l l  residents  of
Ranchi in Jharkhand,

were “persons of  young age with
no established trans-border 
contacts”.

Although no terrorist organ-
isation claimed responsibility,
investigating agencies suspected
the  involvement  of  SIMI  
and Indian Mujahideen. A man stacks jute sticks after retting in a water body, in Nadia, West Bengal PTI PHOTO
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Chandigarh, Sept 11: Wrestler-
turned-politician and Congress
candidate for Haryana Assembly
polls Vinesh Phogat filed her
nomination from the Julana seat
Wednesday and appealed to 
people for their support so that
her party could form a govern-
ment under Bhupinder Singh
Hooda’s leadership.

The Congress has not declared
its chief  ministerial candidate
for Haryana and has maintained
that if  it comes to power, the
party’s legislators and the high
command will take a call on the
matter. Addressing a gathering
in Julana after filing her nomi-
nation, Phogat said, “Give your
love and blessings to Congress
so that it forms government
under Bhupinder Hooda ji's lead-
ership and the development
works that were stalled for the
10 years resumes.” The Congress’
Rohtak MP Deepender Singh
Hooda and Sonipat MP Satpal
Brahmachari accompanied the
Olympic wrestler when she filed
her nomination.  During her ad-
dress, Phogat also said, “Satpal
Brahmachari sir has said
Bhupinder Singh Hooda has to
be made chief  minister. You will
have to work hard for that.”
Phogat and Bajrang Punia, who
were at the forefront of  the
wrestlers’ protest last year against
then Wrestling Federation of
India chief  and former BJP MP
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh, re-
cently joined the Congress.

Vinesh Phogat
files nomination

2013 PATNA SERIAL BLASTS

HC commutes four convicts’
death verdict to 30 yrs in Jail

A
series of low

intensity blasts had
rocked the historic Gandhi
Maidan October 27, 2013,

when Modi was addressing
the “Hunkar Rally”

In the ensuing stampede, 
at least six persons 

were killed
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They (BJP) want to use the
people in jail to oppress 
the Muslims. Unfortunately,
they do not realise that
there is a special place for
them in hell
FAROOQ ABDULLAH | NC PRESIDENT

BJP leader Aparna Yadav, who is step sister-in-law of
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, Wednesday
took charge as the vice chairperson of the Uttar
Pradesh state women commission. She also likened
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to warrior-sage
Parashuram, the 10th avatar of Lord Vishnu who 
finds mention in both Ramayana and Mahabharata

APARNA YADAV LIKENS PM TO 
PARASHURAM, SELF TO EKLAVYA
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All of you
should assess
how you were

looted for 20 years
under the previous
regimes and what
rights you got in the
last four-and-a-half years 
under this government

HEMANT SOREN | JHARKHAND CM

of the
day uote 

We will not only
harness power
from these

projects but also
regulate water flow
downstream and
harness water for
irrigation purposes and fisheries

CHOWNA MEIN | ARUNACHAL DEPUTY CM

A series of
proactive
measures have

been introduced to
ensure the protection
and sustainable
management of
these critical assets

PRAMOD SAWANT | GOA CHIEF MINISTER

national

Dwarka: Snacks seller
mowed down by bus 
New Delhi: A snacks seller
was killed after a cluster bus
hit him while he was pushing
his cart in southwest 
Delhi’s Dwarka, police said
Wednesday.  According to
police, the incident took place
on Monday night when Vijay
Kumar (20) and his cousin
Dharmender (34) were
returning home after selling
snacks at a weekly market.
“A PCR call was received at 11
pm September 9, regarding 
an accident near Baba Haridas
Nagar area,” a senior police
officer said.

Govt okays scheme
to promote EVs
New Delhi: The Union Cabinet
Wednesday approved the PM
E-Drive Scheme with an outlay
of `10,900 crore for two years
to boost adoption of electric
vehicles in India, replacing the
flagship FAME programme
that ran for nine years till
March.  The decision on PM
Electric Drive Revolution In
Innovative Vehicle
Enhancement (PM E-DRIVE)
Scheme was taken at the
meeting of the Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw told
reporters here

ED books 4 
GST officials
Bangalore: The Enforcement
Directorate Wednesday
registered a money laundering
case against four arrested
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) officials who allegedly
extorted `1.5 crore from a
businessman here by
impersonating as ED sleuths,
official sources said.  Sections
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) have
been pressed against the
accused taking cognisance of
the FIR filed by the Bangalore
City Crime Branch against
them, the sources said.  The
four went to the businessman
for a “fake” raid claiming that
they were from the ED and
allegedly extorted `1.5 crore
from him by “threatening”
him, the agency sources said.

SHORT TAKES

Both Modi & Amit
Shah are busy with
BJP’s election 
campaigning but
have no time for
Manipur 
Where is their

‘James Bond’ Dóvál?
— Powerful by Sanjay Raut 

@mr_mayank
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New Delhi, Sept 11: The
Union Cabinet Wednesday 
approved health coverage to
all persons aged 70 years and
above under the Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana irrespective of
their income, benefiting around
six crore senior citizens,  
U n i o n  M i n i s t e r  A s h w i n i
Vaishnaw said.

The `5 lakh free health in-
surance cover would benefit
senior citizens of  around 
4.5 crore families. Eligible ben-
eficiaries would be issued a
new distinct card under the
scheme, the government said.

“Senior citizens of  the age
70 years and above belonging
to families already covered
under AB PM-JAY will get an
additional top-up cover up to
`5 lakh per year for themselves
(which they do not have to
share with the other members
of  the family who are below the
age of  70 years).”

“All other senior citizens of
the age 70 years and above will
get a cover up to `5 lakh per
year on a family basis,” an 
official statement said.

It clarified that senior citi-
zens of  70 years and above who
are under private health in-
surance policies or Employees’
State Insurance scheme will
be eligible to avail benefits
under  the  the  Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY).

However, those already avail-
ing benefits of  other public
health insurance schemes such
as the Central Government
Health Scheme (CGHS), Ex-
Servicemen Contributory
Health Scheme (ECHS) and
Ayushman Central Ar med

Police Force (CAPF) may ei-
ther choose their existing
scheme or opt for AB PM-JAY,
the statement said.

According to the govern-
ment, AB PM-JAY is the world’s
largest publicly funded health
assurance  scheme which  
provides health cover of  `5
lakh per family annually for
secondary and tertiary care
hospitalisation to 55 crore 
individuals corresponding to
12.34 crore families.

All members of  the eligible
families irrespective of  age
are covered under the scheme.

T h e  s c h e m e  h a s  c ove r e d  
7.37 crore hospital admissions,
including 49 per cent women
beneficiaries. The public has
benefited to the extent of  over
`1  L a k h  c r o r e  u n d e r  t h e
scheme, the statement said.

AB PM-JAY scheme has 
witnessed continuous expan-
sion of  the beneficiary base, it
said, adding that initially, 10.74
crore poor and vulnerable fam-
ilies comprising the bottom 40
per cent of  India’s population
were covered under the scheme.

In January 2022, the Union
g o ve r n m e n t  r e v i s e d  t h e  
beneficiary base from 10.74
crore to 12 crore families con-
s i d e r i n g  I n d i a ’s  d e c a d a l  
population growth of  11.7 per
cent over the 2011 population.

The scheme was further
expanded to cover 37 lakh
ASHAs/AWWs/AWHs 
working across the country
and their families for free
healthcare benefits.

“Taking the mission ahead,
AB PM-JAY would now pro-
vide free healthcare coverage
of  `5 lakh to all citizens of  the
age group of  70 years and above
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y, ”  t h e  
statement said.
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New Delhi, Sept 11: The Union
Cabinet Wednesday approved
an outlay of  `12,461 crore to 
support the development of  31,350
MW hydropower projects to be
implemented over the next 
eight years.

According to the statement,
the scheme will be implemented
from FY2024-25 to FY2031-32.
The limit of  the budgetary sup-
port for the cost of  enabling in-
frastructure has been ratio-
nalised to `1 crore per MW for
projects up to 200 MW capacity
and ̀ 200 crore plus ̀ 0.75 crore per
MW for projects above 200 MW

capacity.
For exceptional cases the limit

of  budgetary support may go
up to ̀ 1.5 crore/MW provided suf-
ficient justification exists.  The
scheme has a total outlay of
`12,461 crore for cumulative gen-
eration capacity of  about 31,350
MW to be implemented from FY
2024-25 to FY 2031-32, the state-
ment said.

The scheme will be applica-
ble to all hydro power projects of
more than 25 MW capacity, in-
cluding the private sector proj-
ects which have been allotted
on a transparent basis.  This
scheme will also be applicable to
all pumped storage projects

(PSPs) including captive/mer-
chant PSPs, provided the project
has been allotted on a trans-

parent basis.
A cumulative PSP capacity of

about 15,000 MW would be sup-

ported under the scheme.  The
projects whose Letter of  Award
of  first major package is issued
up to June 30, 2028 would be con-
sidered under this scheme.

The statement said that the
move would widen the ambit of
the budgetary support for cost of
enabling infrastructure by in-
cluding four more items apart
from construction of  roads and
bridges.  These four items in-
clude the cost incurred for the
construction of  transmission
line from power house to the
nearest pooling point including
upgradation of  pooling substa-
tion of  state/central transmis-
sion utility, ropeways, railway sid-

ing, and communication infra-
structure.

The strengthening of  existing
roads/bridges leading to the
project will also be eligible for
central assistance under this
scheme.  The budgetary support
for cost of  enabling infrastruc-
ture will be provided after ap-
praisal of  the cost of  enabling in-
frastructure by the DIB/PIB and
approval of  the competent au-
thority as per extant guidelines.

The government has been
taking several policy initiatives
to address the issues impeding
hydro power development, viz.,
remote locations, hilly areas,
lack of  infrastructure etc.

Govt approves `12,461cr for hydropower boost
The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved the proposal of the Ministry of Power for modification of the scheme of 

budgetary support for the cost of enabling infrastructure for Hydro Electric Projects (HEP) with a total outlay of `12,461 crore, an official statement said

Ayushman Bharat to cover all above 70 yrs
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New Delhi, Sept 11: Members
of  the Delhi BJP’s Sikh cell
staged a protest against Rahul
Gandhi near his 10, Janpath 
residence here Wednesday, 
demanding an apology from the
Cong ress  leader  over  his  
remarks in the US concerning
the community.

Raising slogans and carry-
ing placards, the protesters, in-
cluding women, tried to ap-
proach Rahul’s residence from
Vig yan Bhawan, but were
stopped by police at a barricade.

Addressing a gathering of
several  hundred  Indian
Americans in Washington DC
Monday, Rahul accused the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) of  considering some 
religions, languages and com-
munities inferior than others
and said the fight in India is
about this and not about politics.

Asking the name of  a tur-
baned person in the gathering,
Rahul said, “The fight is about
whether a Sikh is going to be al-
lowed to wear his turban in

India or a kada in India. Or he,
as a Sikh, is going to be able to
go to a gurdwara. That is what
the fight is about. And not just
for him, for all religions.”

The protesters raised slogans
against the leader of  Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, demanded his
apology for “humiliating” 
Sikhs and held the Congress 
responsible  for  the  1984  
anti-Sikh riots in the country.

Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
national spokesperson R P Singh
al le g ed  that  Rahul  has  
“insulted” Sikhs through his
statement.

“Under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership,
the Sikh community is wit-
nessing progress and the mem-
bers of  the community feel safe
in India. The 1984 massacre,
where Sikhs were beaten up and
killed, occurred during the
Congress rule,” he said.

Delhi BJP’s Sikh cell convenor
Charanjeet Singh Lovely said
Rahul’s “small-mindedness is
evident from his statement,
claiming that Sikh turbans are
not safe in India and that Sikhs
lack religious freedom”. “The
Congress has historically been
the political party that caused the
most harm to Sikhs,” he said, 
citing the 1984 riots.

Delhi BJP’s Sikh cell in-charge
Tarvinder Marwah said Rahul
should learn the history of  his
family and acknowledge the
atrocities inflicted on Sikhs by
his grandmother and father. “No
other political party has wronged
the Sikh community as much
as the Congress,” he said.

BJP’s Sikh cell members
protest against RahulTHE COVERAGE AIMS TO BENEFIT SIX CRORE SENIOR CITIZENS FROM 4.5 CRORE 

FAMILIES WITH `5 LAKH FREE HEALTH INSURANCE COVER  

The BJP has come down
heavily on Rahul over his

remarks in the United
States about Sikhs, 
saying the Congress

leader is trying to create a
“dangerous narrative” 

by speaking on “sensitive
issues” abroad

Devotees immerse a Ganesh idol at Hussainsagar Lake during ongoing Ganesh Utsav in Hyderabad, Telangana PTI PHOTO
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Mumbai, Sept 11: Actor-model
Malaika Arora’s stepfather Anil
Mehta allegedly committed 
suicide by jumping from a build-
ing in Mumbai Wednesday 
morning, a police official said.

Mehta (62) jumped off  the
sixth floor of  the building,
“Ayesha Manor”, in upscale
Bandra’s Almeida Park area,
where he stayed with his wife, at
around 9 am, he said, adding
Malaika Arora was in Pune at the
time of  the incident.

Later in the day, Mehta’s fam-
ily in a joint statement, co-signed
by Malaika Arora, her mother
Joyce and her sister Amrita,
said they are “in deep shock”
after his demise. “We are deeply
saddened to announce the pass-
ing of  our dear father, Anil
Mehta. He was a gentle soul, a de-
voted grandfather, a loving hus-
band, and our best friend. Our
family is in deep shock by this
loss.”  “And we kindly request pri-
vacy from the media and well-
wishers during this difficult
time. We appreciate your un-
derstanding, support and re-
spect,” read the statement shared
on Arora’s official Instagram
page. A Bandra police team
rushed to the spot and shifted him
to a hospital, where he was de-
clared dead before arrival, the of-
ficial said. Just before ending
his life, Mehta had called Malaika
Arora and her sister Amrita,
also an actor, and said he was
“sick and tired”, said the offi-
cial without elaborating.
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Lucknow, Sept 11: A special
NIA-Anti-Terrorist Squad 
(ATS) court in Uttar Pradesh
Wednesday awarded l i fe  
sentence to 12 people, including
Islamic preacher Maulana 
Kalim Siddiqui and Islamic
Da’wah Centre  founder
Mohammed Umar Gautam, in a
2021 case of  an illegal religious
conversion racket.

Special Judge Vivekanand
Sharan Tripathi, in his order, gave
a 10-year jail sentence to four 
others, while imposing heavy fines
on the convicts and 
awarding compensation to the

victims.  The accused were running
an outfit involved in converting 
students with hearing disabili-
ties and poor people to Islam in
Uttar Pradesh with suspected
funding from Pakistan’s intelli-
gence agency ISI, officials said.

Gautam lived in the Batla
House of  Jamia Nagar in Delhi
and had converted to Islam from
Hinduism. During interroga-
tion, he boasted to the police of
having converted “at least 1,000
people to Islam”, luring them
with marriage, money and jobs,
Director  General  o f  
Police Prashant Kumar, who was
at the time holding charge of
the ATS also, had said.  

Actor Malaika
Arora’s stepfather
dies by suicide

RELIGIOUS CONVERSION CASE 

Islamic preachers among 
12 get life imprisonment

Customer sets OLA showroom ablaze, held
Bangalore: A 26 year old man has been arrested for allegedly setting fire
to an Ola Electric  showroom in the southern Indian state of Karnataka
over unsatisfactory servicing of a recently-purchased e-scooter, a police
official said Wednesday. The incident comes amid growing public ire over
servicing at Ola Electric, India’s no.1 e-scooter maker. Several mechanics
have said Ola service centres face significant backlog and are seeing
facing difficulty in dealing with the volume of complaints. Mohammad
Nadeem, a mechanic by profession, bought the two-wheeler last month, 
a few days after which he brought it back for servicing on facing trouble
with the scooter, the commissioner of police for Kalaburagi, a city some
570 kilometres from the tech capital of Bangalore, said by telephone.

AAP releases names of 30 more candidates 
New Delhi/Chandigarh: The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Wednesday
released the names of 30 more candidates for the Haryana Assembly
polls, fielding Kavita Dalal from Julana against the Congress’s
Vinesh Phogat and the BJP’s Yogesh Bairagi. After releasing the
names of 21 candidates in the afternoon, the party came out 
with another list in the evening containing the names of nine more
nominees for the October 5 election. Joga Singh has been pitted
against Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini from Ladwa while Nisha
Deshwal will contest the election from Safidon. 

Two JeM terrorists
killed in gunfight 
Jammu: Two terrorists affiliated
with Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
outfit were killed in an 
ongoing operation in the upper
reaches of Basantgarh in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Udhampur 
district Wednesday, officials 
said. They said bodies of the two
terrorists, believed to be from
Pakistan, along with an M-4
carbine, an AK assault rifle, a
pistol and large quantity of
ammunition and eatables were
recovered from the scene.   This
was the first successful operation
against the terrorists in the dense
forest which witnessed over half-
a-dozen encounters in the past
six months, claiming the lives of a
village defence guard April 28
and a CRPF inspector August 19.

SNIPPETS
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The position
remains quite

clear: the US, irrespective
of the candidate’s party,
continues to maintain an
unfriendly attitude
towards Russia
DMITRY PESKOV | KREMLIN
SPOKESPERSON, RUSSIA

Australian Army has begun
trials of an uncrewed robot,
nicknamed GUS (Ground
Uncrewed System), which can
potentially replace soldiers in
risky areas and do the required
observation in near future

ROBOT IN PLACE OF SOLDIER 
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I will continue
to support
policies that

hold all extremists,
Israelis and
Palestinians alike,
accountable for
stoking violence and serving as
obstacles to peace

JOE BIDEN | PRESIDENT, US

of the
day uote 

I will urge the
assembly to
intensify its

determination, to
prioritize the
resolution of
conflicts. Human
rights will remain at the core of our
General Assembly

PHILEMON YANG | PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED

NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

We want good
relations with
India and other

neighbouring
nations, but that
relations should be
on the basis of
fairness and equality 

MUHAMMAD YUNUS | INTERIM GOVERNMENT

HEAD, BANGLADESH

Malaysian police
rescue 400 minors
Kuala Lumpur: Malaysian
authorities rescued more than
400 children and teenagers
Wednesday suspected of being
sexually abused at charity
homes run by a prominent
Islamic business organisation
with links to a banned religious
sect, the top police official
said. Police arrested 171
adults, including ‘ustazs’ or
Islamic religious teachers,
during coordinated raids on 20
premises across two Malaysian
states, Inspector-General of
Police Razarudin Husain said.
Those rescued included 201
boys and 201 girls, aged
between one and 17. 

Khan’s PTI members
face terrorism charges
Islamabad: Several lawmakers
and leaders of jailed former
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran
Khan’s party arrested after a
rally they held to demand his
release will face terrorism
charges, according to police
charge-sheets seen by Reuters
Wednesday. They have been in
police custody since the
arrests were made after
Sunday’s rally turned violent.
Islamabad police spokesman
said the charges included law
and order violations and
attacking law enforcement
officials. He did not give the
number of those held in
custody or elaborate further.

Five Houthi drones
destroyed in Yemen
Sanaa: The US Central
Command said Wednesday that
its naval forces destroyed five
Houthi drones and two missile
systems in Houthi-controlled
areas of Yemen in the past 24
hours. “It was determined these
(equipment and) systems
presented a clear and imminent
threat to US and coalition
forces, and merchant vessels in
the region,” it said. The Houthi
group, which has controlled
much of Yemen since late 2014
after the outbreak of a civil war
with the Yemeni government,
has not yet made any comment,
Xinhua news agency reported.

China plans to train
foreign law officials 
Beijing: China plans to train
3,000 foreign law enforcement
officials to tackle global security
issues besides protecting
Chinese interests beyond its
borders as part of efforts by
Beijing to take a bigger role in
global governance and security.
China will take concrete actions
to contribute Chinese wisdom
and strength to global public
security governance, Chinese
State Councilor and Minister of
Public Security Wang Xiaohong
told the 2024 Conference of
Global Public Security
Cooperation Forum in
Lianyungang in China's eastern
Jiangsu province.

SHORT TAKES
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New York, Sept 11: The US re-
membered the lives taken and
those reshaped by 9/11, mark-
ing an anniversary laced with
presidential campaign politics as
President Joe Biden, former
President Donald Trump and
Vice President Kamala Harris
stood together Wednesday at
ground zero. 

September 11, the date when
hijacked plane attacks killed
nearly 3,000 people in 2001, falls
in the thick of  the presidential
election season every four years,
and it comes at an especially
pointed moment this time. The

anniversary ceremony at the
World Trade Centre brought
Har ris  and T r ump,  the
Democratic and Republican nom-
inees, face-to-face just hours
after their first-ever debate
Tuesday night.

Trump and running mate
Senator JD Vance arrived at the
trade centre site around 8 am
and posed for photographs with
some in the audience. Harris ar-
rived with Biden about a half-
hour later, to cheers of  “Kamala!”
from some audience members. 

Biden and Trump shook
hands, and former New York
Mayor Michael Bloomberg ap-
peared to facilitate a handshake
between Harris and Trump. Then
the presidential rivals stood only
a few feet apart, with Biden and
Bloomberg between them, as the
observance began with the tolling
of  a bell and a moment of  si-
lence.

The political backdrop was-
n’t top-of-mind for victims’ rel-
atives such as Cathy Naughton,
who came to honour her cousin

Michael Roberts, one of  hun-
dreds of  firefighters killed in
the attack. 

Twenty-three years later, “it’s
just so raw,” she said. “We want
to make sure people remember
always, and say the names al-
ways and never forget.” 

“Every year, it just doesn’t get
easier,” she added.

Regardless of  the campaign
calendar, organisers of  an-

niversary ceremonies have long
taken pains to try to keep the
focus on victims. For years, politi-
cians have been only observers
at ground zero observances, with
the microphone going instead
to relatives who read victims’
names aloud.

If  politicians “care about
what’s actually going on, great.
Be here,” said Korryn Bishop,
who lost her cousin John F

McDowell Jr “If  they’re just
here for political clout, that up-
sets me.”

Biden, on the last September
11 of  his term and likely his
half-century political career, was
headed with Harris later to cer-
emonies in Pennsylvania and
at the Pentagon, the three sites
where commercial jets crashed
after al-Qaida operatives took
them over September 11, 2001.
Trump also was due at the Flight
93 National Memorial near rural
Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

Officials later concluded that
the aircraft that crashed there

was headed toward Washington.
It went down after crew members
and passengers tried to wrest
control from the hijackers.

The attacks killed 2,977 people
and left thousands of  bereaved
relatives and scarred survivors.
The planes carved a gash in the
Pentagon, the US military head-
quarters, and brought down the
trade centre’s twin towers, which
were among the world’s tallest
buildings.

The catastrophe also altered
US foreign policy, domestic se-
curity practices and the mindset
of  many Americans who had
not previously felt vulnerable
to attacks by foreign extremists.

Effects rippled around the
world and through generations
as the US responded by leading
a “Global War on Terrorism,”
which included invasions of
Afghanistan and Iraq. Those op-
erations killed hundreds of  thou-
sands of  Afghans and Iraqis and
thousands of  American troops,
and Afghanistan became the site
of  the United States’ longest war.

US commemorates 9/11 attacks but politics in view
The date, September 11,
falls in the thick of the
presidential election 

season every four years, 
and it comes at an 
especially pointed 
moment this time

The communities
around the country have
developed remembrance
traditions that range
from laying wreaths to
displaying flags, from
marches to police radio
messages

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington,  Se pt  11 :
Republican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump has said he
will end the Russia-Ukraine war
if  he wins the November presi-
dential elections, an assertion dis-
missed by his Democratic rival
Kamala Harris who said the for-
mer US President would “just
give up”.

Trading barbs with Vice
President Harris Tuesday at
their first presidential debate
in Pennsylvania ahead of  the
US general elections November
5, Trump said the war would
have never started had he been
the President.

“I’ll get the war with Ukraine

and Russia  ended.  I f  I ’m
President-elect, I’ll get it done be-
fore even becoming President,”
Trump, 78, said in response to a
question during the debate.

Asserting there was no threat
of  war in the four years he was
President from 2017 to 2021,
Trump said, “I know (Russian
President Vladimir) Putin very
well. He would have never, and
there was no threat of  it either,
by the way, for four years, gone
into Ukraine and killed millions
of  people when you add it up”

Trump blamed the Biden-
Harris Administration for not
preventing the war in Ukraine

and said, “If  I were President, it
would have never started.”

The former President asserted
that he wanted the war to stop
and claimed that millions were
being killed in it.

“I want to save lives that are
being uselessly people being
killed by the millions. It’s the
millions. It’s so much worse than
the numbers you’re getting,
which are fake numbers,” he
said.  “I  know Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
very well and I know Putin very
well. I have a good relationship.
They respect me, they don’t re-
spect (incumbent President Joe)

Biden,” he said.
“How would you respect him

(Biden)? He hasn’t even made a
phone call in two years to Putin.
He hasn’t spoken to anybody.
That is a war that’s dying to be
settled. I will get it settled be-
fore I even become President if
I win when I’m President-elect,”
Trump said.

Disagreeing with him, Vice
President Harris said, “I believe
the reason that Donald Trump
says that this war would be over
within 24 hours is because he
would just give it up. And that’s
not who we are as Americans.” 

Harris said she met Zelenskyy
and shared “American intelligence
about how he could defend him-
self” a few days before the Russian
invasion and went to NATO’s east-
ern flank to Poland and Romania
days later, bringing 50 countries to-
gether to support Ukraine in its
“righteous defence”.

“Because of  our support, be-
cause of  the air defence, the am-
munition, the artillery, the
javelins, the Abrams tanks that
we have provided, Ukraine stands
as an independent and free coun-
try,” she said.

“If  Donald Trump were
President, Putin would be sit-
ting in Kyiv right now and un-
derstand what that would mean
because Putin’s agenda is not
just about Ukraine,” she said.

Addressing Trump, she said,
“Understand why the European
allies and our NATO allies are so
thankful that you are no longer
President and that we under-
stand the importance of  NATO.
And what we have done to pre-
serve the ability of  Zelenskyy and
the Ukrainians to fight for their
independence. Otherwise, Putin
would be sitting in Kyiv with
his eyes on the rest of  Europe,
starting with Poland.”

Trump vows to end Russia-Ukraine war 
Former President,
Donald trump, blames
the Biden-Harris
Administration for not
preventing the war in
Ukraine and asserts 
that he wants the 
war to stop 

If I were President, it
(Russia-Ukraine war)
would have never

started
DONALD TRUMP | FORMER PRESIDENT, US

If Donald Trump were
President, Putin would
be sitting in Kyiv right

now and understand what
that would mean because
Putin’s agenda is not just
about Ukraine
KAMALA HARRIS | VICE PRESIDENT, US

Firefighters establish a defense perimeter around a house threatened by the Bridge Fire in Wrightwood, California PTI PHOTO

REUTERS

Hanoi, Sept 11: Vietnam’s cap-
ital of  Hanoi evacuated thou-
sands of  people living near the
swollen Red River as its waters
rose to a 20-year high, flooding
streets days after Typhoon Yagi
battered the country’s north,
killing at least 179 people.

Asia’s most powerful typhoon
this year, Yagi brought gales and
heavy rain as it moved west-
wards after landfall Saturday,
causing the collapse of  a bridge
this week while it scythed
through provinces along the Red
River, the area’s biggest.

“My home is now part of  the
river,” said Nguyen Van Hung,
56, who lives in a neighbour-
hood on the banks of  the Red
River.

Across the country, the ty-
phoon and subsequent landslides
and floods have killed 179 people
while 145 were missing, the gov-
ernment estimated.

Vietnam’s state-run power
utility EVN said Wednesday it
had cut off  power from some
flooded parts of  the capital due

to safety concerns.
Mai Van Khiem, director of

the National Center for Hydro-
Meteorological Forecasting, said
in a statement that the Red River
was at its highest in two decades
and that more rain was expected
over the next two days.

Some schools in Hanoi have
told students to stay home for the
rest of  the week, while thou-
sands of  residents of  low-lying
areas have been evacuated, the
government and state media
said.Nearer the city centre, char-
ity Blue Dragon Children’s
Foundation evacuated its office
Tuesday, after authorities warned
of  flood risks.

“People were moving franti-
cally, moving their motorbikes,
relocating items,” said spokesper-
son Carlota Torres Lliro, ex-
pressing concern for dozens of
children and families living in
makeshift houses by the river.

EVN said Wednesday it had
stopped discharging water from
Hoa Binh hydropower dam, the
second largest in norther n
Vietnam, into Red River tributary,
the Da River, to reduce water flows.

Vietnam faces worst
flooding, 179 die

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Nairobi, Sept 11: Hundreds of
workers at Kenya’s main inter-
national airport demonstrated
Wednesday against a planned
deal between the government
and India’s Adani Group. 

Planes  have  remained
grounded, with hundreds of  pas-
sengers stranded at the airport.

The government has said that
the build-and-operate agreement
with the Adani Group would see
the Jomo Kenyatta International
Airport modernised, and an ad-
ditional runway and terminal
constructed, in exchange for the
group running the airport for
30 years.

Kenya Airport Workers Union,
in announcing the strike, said
that the deal would lead to job
losses and “inferior terms and
conditions of  service” for those
who will remain.

Kenya Airways Wednesday
announced there would be flight
delays and possible cancella-
tions because of  the ongoing
strike at the airport, which serves
Nairobi.

The strike has affected local
flights coming from the port city
of  Mombasa and the lake city of
Kisumu, where delays have been
reported by local media.

At the main airport, police of-
ficers had taken up security
check-in roles with long lines
seen outside the departure ter-
minals and worried passengers
unable to confirm if  their flights
would depart as scheduled.

The Kenya Airports Authority
said in a statement that it was
“engaging relevant parties to
normalise operations” and urged
passengers to contact respective
airlines to confirm flight status.

The Central Organisation of
Trade Unions’ secretary-gen-
eral, Francis Atwoli, told jour-
nalists at the airport that the
strike would have been averted
had the government listened to
the workers.

Iran President visits Iraq 
Baghdad: Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian visited
Iraq Wednesday on his first foreign trip, signalling the
clerical establishment’s intention to strengthen ties
with a strategic ally of both Tehran and Washington as
regional tensions rise. Pezeshkian, a relative moderate
who was elected in July, met Iraqi Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani at the start of a three-day
visit that Tehran and Baghdad said would include the
signing of a number of agreements and discussion of
the Gaza war and the situation in the Middle East.

Driverless bullet trains in Japan
Tokyo: Shinkansen bullet trains could be whizzing
around Japan without drivers from the mid-2030s, one
of its main rail operators said, motivated in part by the
country’s demographic crisis. East Japan Railway (JR
East) will first introduce trains where many of the
driver’s tasks are automated, but they will remain in
the cab, on parts of one route from 2028, the firm said
Tuesday. The following year, the company hopes to
trial driverless trains on a short stretch of out-of-
service track before rolling them out in the mid-2030s.
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Two Maldivian mins resign
Colombo: Two
junior ministers
in the
Maldivian
government,
who were
suspended for
disparaging
Indian Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi
this year, have

resigned ahead of a proposed visit by President
Mohamed Muizzu to New Delhi, an official said
Wednesday. Malsha Shareef and Mariyam Shiuna in
the Ministry of Youth Empowerment, Information and
Arts were disciplined along with fellow minister
Abdulla Mahzoom Majid in January for comments they
made on social media platform X. They labelled Modi a
“clown”, “terrorist” and “puppet of Israel” in response
to his promotion of tourism in the Indian islands of
Lakshadweep, viewed as a signal to pro-China Muizzu
who had pledged to end Maldives’ “India first” policy.

Protest against Adani 
deal grounds flights
at Kenya airport
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India, for the first time in her
existence, has developed 
her own 4G technology 
stack that will be rolled out
by the middle of next year
JYOTIRADITYA M SCINDIA | UNION MINISTER

Gensol Engineering Wednesday said the company
in collaboration with Matrix Gas & Renewables
Ltd has secured an order to set up India’s first
green hydrogen valley project in Pune. The green
hydrogen production plant will be set up on Build
Own and Operate (BOO) basis through
electrolysis route, according to a BSE filing

INDIA’S FIRST GREEN H2 VALLEY PROJECT
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India is one of
the countries
on the track to

meet its climate
targets under the
2015 Paris
Agreement. We are
committed to achieving net zero
emissions target by 2070, even
though less than 4 per cent carbon
emission is from India

BVR SUBRAHMANYAM | CEO, NITI AAYOG

of the
day uote 

The automotive
industry is at
the cusp of the

revolution, and as we
look to the future, it
is critical that the
sector continues to
innovate, especially in areas like
customer service, after-sales and
quality assurance

NITIN GADKARI | UNION MINISTER

Had a very
engaging
discussion with

the team from Ford
Motors. Explored the
feasibility of
renewing Ford’s three
decade partnership with 
Tamil Nadu, to again make 
in Tamil Nadu for the world

MK STALIN | CM, TAMIL NADU

FADA gets new prez
New Delhi: The Federation of
Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA) Wednesday
announced the appointment of
CS Vigneshwar as its President
for 2024-26 period. The decision
was taken at the 315th
Governing Council Meeting, held
immediately after the 60th
annual general meeting, FADA
said in a statement. Vigneshwar
is the Managing Director of
Anaamalais Toyota based out of
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, and
has other dealerships of Volvo
Eicher Commercial Vehicles
(VECV) and Ather Energy, it
added. He has been a council
member of FADA for the last 12
years. Besides, Vigneshwar has
been a member of the Apex
Consultative Committee of
VECV for the last 16 years and a
part of the Toyota Dealer
Council for 11 years and served
as the Head of the Toyota India
Service Dealer Council for 7
years, the statement said.

Trade portal unveiled 
New Delhi: The government
Wednesday launched a trade
portal to provide all kinds of
information related to exports
and imports, a move which
would help new as well as
existing entrepreneurs. The
Trade Connect ePlatform is
developed in collaboration with
the Ministry of MSME, EXIM
Bank, TCS, Department of
Financial Services (DFS), and the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA). Launching the portal,
Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said that it would
act as a one-stop solution for all
kinds of information such as
customs duties, rules and
regulations. The portal is set to
address information asymmetry
by offering exporters
comprehensive support 
and resources.

IIT-D, Honda ink MoU
New Delhi: Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi, has signed an
MoU with Honda Cars India
Limited to further advance
Honda Cooperative Intelligence,
an AI that enables mutual
understanding between
machines and people through
cooperative action and
communication using
environment, scene and
intention understanding. “The
mobility industry is
experiencing significant change,
driven by a growing demand for
sustainable and functional
products powered by AI
technologies that are shaping
its future. This partnership aims
to leverage IIT-Delhi’s advanced
research and Honda’s expertise
in practical applications to fast-
track innovation and create
solutions that benefit both
customers and society 
across a wide range of
applications,” said Preeti Ranjan
Panda the dean of corporate
relations at IIT-Delhi.

SHORT TAKES

business

REUTERS

New Delhi, Sept 11: India’s
push to become a factory titan
has hit a snag: To become a cred-
ible alternative to China for
global firms, it first needs to
warm up to its long-time rival.

Ties between the world’s two
most populous countries have
been strained since a deadly
Himalayan border clash in 2020,
slowing the exchange of  capi-
tal, technology and talent, de-
spite exploding demand for elec-
tric vehicles, semiconductors
and artificial intelligence.

The Modi government’s height-
ened vetting of  all Chinese in-
vestment over this period ef-
fectively turned away billions
of  dollars from the likes of  BYD,
Great Wall Motor and created
new layers of  red tape for Indian
firms with Chinese stakeholders.

But now, New Delhi is looking
to loosen some of  these restric-
tions as businesses struggle to
scale up manufacturing, even
with a host of  government sub-
sidies designed to boost local
production.

Even businesses that have
supported barriers on Chinese
imports acknowledge the need
for key inputs from up north.

Naveen Jindal, head of  one
of  the countrys largest steel
firms Jindal Steel & Power and
a federal lawmaker, has backed
tariffs on Chinese steel but also
sees the need for a pragmatic
approach to trade.

“A lot of  steel companies im-
port equipment and technology
from China,” Jindal said. “China
is the world’s largest producer of
steel and in certain areas they are
very good, but not in every area.”

Now, after four years of  re-
strictions on Chinese investments
and visas, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government is

looking to pivot closer to the Asian
rival and breathe new life into
his ambitions to “Make in India”.

“The government is consid-
ering easing investment rules
that were introduced in 2020 for
countries that India shares land
border with as we need more
investments,” an official privy to
gover nment  discussions  
told Reuters.

New Delhi is now planning

to add a clause that investments
from firms with up to 10% Chinese
shareholding will no longer re-
quire government approval, a

move that could help global com-
panies that have supply chain
partnerships with Chinese firms
easily invest in India.

To address security concerns,
the government is also planning
to set up a post-investment mon-
itoring framework driven by crime
and fraud investigation agencies
and the banking regulator.

The move would encourage
greater Chinese investment,
which analysts say is critical to
India joining global supply chains
in high-technology sectors such
as solar cells, EVs and battery
manufacturing.

The proposed easing is still
being pushed by Modi’s office
with various sticking points be-
tween government ministries
being ironed out, a second offi-
cial, with direct knowledge of
the matter said.

Following industry lobbying,
India has already eased visa is-
suance for Chinese nationals
and is expediting visa approvals
to Chinese engineers for sectors
that get federal subsidies to man-
ufacture locally.

It has likely approved nearly

2,000 short-term visas to Chinese
professionals, who accounted
for most applications between
November last year and July
this year, another government 
official said.

Indian foreign minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar said
this week the country is not
“closed to business from China”
but noted the issue was rather
in which sectors and on what
terms Beijing did business, with-
out elaborating.

After the 2020 clash with
China, to lure Apple, the Indian
government gave quick ap-
provals to joint ventures be-
tween the US giant’s Chinese
suppliers and Indian firms.

The move has led to the phone
maker moving 14% of  its global
iPhone assembly to India in the
fiscal year 2023/24. In the same year,
India’s mobile exports increased
42% to a record $15.6 billion.

However, even with such a
shift there are doubts India’s
factories were big enough to
match the investment or achieve
the productivity gains of  their
Chinese counterparts.

India’s bid to match China’s factory heft gets reality check

REUTERS

Sriperumbudur, Sept 11:
Workers at Samsung Electronics’
southern India plant will remain
on strike until their demands
for better wages and working
conditions are met, union lead-
ers said, as output at the con-
sumer appliances unit was dis-
rupted for a third straight day.

The industrial unrest at the
plant in Sriperumbudur, near
the city of  Chennai, is one of
the biggest such strikes in recent
years in India.

The plant, which makes prod-
ucts such as televisions, refrig-
erators and washing machines,
contributes between 20% and
30% of  Samsung’s annual $12 bil-
lion revenue in India, a key
growth market for the company.

“The strike will continue until
a settlement is reached, with
the next round of  talks (planned)
on Friday evening,” union leader
E Muthukumar told Reuters.
“As things stand, the strike will
continue till Friday.”

The Samsung factory is next
to units of  other global giants
such as Foxconn and Dell in an
area popular for automobile and
electronics manufacturing.

On the first day of  the strike
Monday, 50% of  daily production
was disrupted, while 30% was hit
Tuesday as some temperary
workers have been roped in to
keep production going, said a
source with direct knowledge

of  the matter.
The workers want Samsung to

recognise their union, as well as
increase their wages and im-
prove their working hours.
Samsung Southwest Asia CEO,
JB Park, and other senior ex-
ecutives have travelled to the
factory to try to resolve the
protests.

“They (Samsung) will soon
have to talk to us, just like they
had to engage with the Korean
union there,” Muthukumar said.

In July and August, the 36,500
m e m b e r s  o f  S a m s u n g
Electronics’ biggest worker
union in South Korea demanded
higher wages and benefits, strik-
ing for several days, but there
was no impact on production
there.

South Korea-based Samsung,
which is India’s biggest con-
sumer electronics company, did
not respond to a request for
comment. A spokesperson for
Samsung India said Monday
that it actively engaged with
workers “to address any griev-

ances they may have and com-
ply with all laws and regula-
tions”.

The strike comes ahead of  a
critical festive season when
consumers step up purchases
and companies dole out dis-
counts.

According to Samsung em-
ployees outside the factory, the
company has so far not agreed
to recognise the union backed
by the local labour group, the
Centre of  Indian Trade Unions
(CITU).

M a ny  wo rke r s  we a r i n g
Samsung’s blue uniform shirt,
and red CITU caps, were seen sit-
ting inside a makeshift tent put
up near the factory, which em-
ploys roughly 1,800 people.

Earlier in the morning, em-
ployees chanted together outside
the factory: “We will stand to-
gether and secure a win.”

There has been no labour un-
rest at Samsung’s other Indian
plant in the northern state of
Uttar Pradesh, which makes
smartphones.

ONE OF BIGGEST RECENT INDUSTRIAL CLASHES

Samsung workers on strike
THE WORKERS WANT

SAMSUNG TO 
RECOGNISE THEIR

UNION, AS WELL AS
INCREASE 

THEIR WAGES AND
IMPROVE THEIR

WORKING HOURS

SAMSUNG CHENNAI
PLANT SHUT FOR
THIRD DAY IN A ROW

EMPLOYEES BOYCOTT
WORK, DEMAND

BETTER SALARIES

SAMSUNG LEADERSHIP
HAS TRAVELLED TO
RESOLVE MATTER

LABOUR WOES 
HIT INDIA OPS

Oct 2023: Workers of General
Motors India staged protests
after the plant in western
Maharashtra state was acquired
by Hyundai Motor India leading
to a halt in production for five
days, media reported. The
workers wanted Hyundai to
absorb them.

Dec 2021 - Jan 2022: Foxconn,
which makes chargers for Apple,
shuttered a factory for over
three weeks in southern Tamil
Nadu state due to protests over
workers falling sick with food
poisoning.

May 2021: Automakers including
Renault-Nissan, Hyundai, and
Ford Motor Co shut down
operations at their Tamil Nadu
facilities after workers
threatened to or staged protests
over Coronavirus-related safety
concerns. Ford stopped work for
two days, while the other two
suspended operations for five
days each.

Dec 2020 - Feb 2021: Another
Apple supplier Wistron Corp’s
factory in Karnataka was shut
for two months after contract
workers angry over unpaid
wages destroyed property,
equipment and iPhones.

Nov 2020 - Dec 2020: For roughly
two months, Toyota Motor Corp
sporadically halted operations at
its manufacturing plant in
Karnataka amid protests against
the suspension of a worker.

Nov 2019: Protests at Honda
Motorcycle and Scooter India’s
plant in Haryana led to the
facility being closed for 18 days,
per media reports. Protesters
said several workers had been
forced to go on indefinite leave.
The unrest lasted for about five
months, even after the plant was
re-opened.

There is a
realisation that
you cannot be

part of any major supply
chains, especially in high
technology products and
certain areas like solar
cells, EVs, where it is not
possible for you to do
anything without being part
of Chinese supply chains
SUSHANT SINGH | LECTURER, YALE UNIVERSITY

n INDIA CONSIDERS EASING
CHINESE INVESTMENT RULES TO
BOOST MANUFACTURING

n VISA ISSUANCE FOR CHINESE
NATIONALS HAS BEEN EASED TO
SUPPORT LOCAL MAKING

n INDIA’S TRADE DEFICIT WITH
CHINA HAS NEARLY DOUBLED
SINCE 2020

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 11: Benchmark
Sensex reversed its early gains
to close lower by 398 points
while broader Nifty
slipped below the
25,000 mark due to
sel l ing  in  Tata
Motors, Reliance
Industries and L&T
amid weak global
trends.

In a volatile trade,
the  30 -share  BSE
Sensex dropped 398.13 points or
0.49 per cent to settle at 81,523.16. 

The index opened higher and
touched the day’s high of  82,134.95
points in the mid-session.
However, selling pressure
emerged in the pre-close session
and the index tanked 498.15 points
or 0.60 per cent to hit a low of
81,423.14.

The NSE Nifty declined 122.65

points or 0.49 per cent to 24,918.45.
Among the 30 Sensex firms,

Tata Motors was the biggest
loser, tumbling nearly 6 per
cent, followed by NTPC, Adani
Ports, Larsen & Toubro, State
Bank of  India, JSW Steel,
Mahindra & Mahindra, IndusInd
Bank and Titan.

In contrast, Asian Paints, Bajaj
Finance, Hindustan Unilever
and Bajaj Finserv were among
the gainers.

“The domestic mar-
ket experienced a

minor consolida-
tion in line with
Asian peers due
to correction of
commodity

prices like crude
which has collapsed

to $70 per bar rel .
Market sentiment remained

cautious due to the slowdown
in the Chinese economy. Investors
await the release of  the US CPI
and domestic inflation data,”
said  Vinod Nair,  Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth
`2,208.23 crore Tuesday, accord-
ing to exchange data.

Shares fall on 
profit booking 

Sensex declines by
398 pts, Nifty ends
below 25K on profit

taking in Tata
Motors, RIL

Investors
booked profits on

the day at near record
high levels as they

remained cautious ahead
of the US inflation data

KRANTHI BATHINI | DIRECTOR,
WEALTHMILLS

SECURITIES

REUTERS

Bangalore, Sept 11: India's
Bajaj Housing Finance attracted
bids worth about $38.60 billion,
or nearly 64 times the shares
on offer, making it the most
sought-after major public listing
this year in a red-hot IPO 
market.

The interest in the company’s
public offer -- the most this year
among mainboard IPOs worth
more than $500 million -- was due
to the lender’s prospects in a
booming home loan market and
came during the busiest week for
Indian IPOs in 2024.

Bajaj Housing Finance, a unit
of  non-bank lender Bajaj
Finance will become India’s
largest listed home loan finan-
cier, with its $782 million IPO
valuing the company at $7 bil-
lion.

Analysts attribute the rush for
the lender’s offering to strong de-

mand for loans for luxury
homes, attractive IPO pricing
and confidence in the pedigree
of  the nearly 100-year-old Bajaj
group, which also has auto and
consumer goods businesses.

Bajaj Housing Finance is rais-
ing $424 million in the float by

issuing new shares, while Bajaj
Finance is selling shares worth
$357 million. It set a price band
of  `66-70 a share.

Analysts expect the interest
to sustain after the company
lists on the exchange Monday,
September 16.

“Given the demand of  the
IPO and the oversubscription
levels, the stock should see a
substantial premium and list
at `100,” said Asutosh Mishra,
research head at Ashika Stock
Broking.

The shares set aside for large
institutions, including foreign
institutional investors, banks
and mutual funds, were over-
subscribed by 209 times, while
retail investors bid for about
seven times the shares on offer.

About 200 companies have
raised more than $7 billion this
year, more than double the
amount raised during the same
period last year, in a booming
stock market that has hit record
highs more than 50 times this
year, LSEG data showed.

The last IPO from a home
loan financier was by Aadhar
Housing Finance in May and
was oversubscribed by about
26 times. 

Bajaj Housing Finance hottest IPO this year
n FIRM DRAWS
BIDS WORTH $39BN 

n INVESTORS BID
FOR 64 TIMES THE
SHARES ON OFFER

n OVERSUBSCRIBED 
BY 209 TIMES 

n ANALYSTS
EXPECT SHARP
GAINS IN SEPT 16
LISTING

n INDIAN IPOS
FETCH $7BN, 
TWICE VS SAME
PERIOD YOY

BIZ BUZZ

PNB gives `81L to nominee of 
deceased loan account holder 
Bhubaneswar: On Wednesday, the
Zonal Manager of Punjab National
Bank (PNB), Rajesh Kumar,
handed over a cheque of `81 lakh
to Sujata Khamari, the nominee of
the late Jayanta Khamari, a home
loan customer from Punjab
National Bank’s Kalinga Ashoka
Branch under Bhubaneswar circle. This settlement was made under PNB
Metlife’s Credit Life Insurance scheme (Met Loan & Life Suraksha) after
Jayanta Khamari tragically passed away in a road accident June 12. Rajesh
Kumar explained that the Credit Life Insurance scheme provides loan
protection to the borrowers at Punjab National Bank. In the event of the
borrower’s death, the nominee is entitled to the insured amount, which
covers the outstanding loan. This ensures that the family is not burdened
with loan repayment. In this case Jayanta Khamari had taken a housing
loan September 2023 of `90 lakh and covered his loan in March 2024. The
insurance coverage resulted in a settlement of `81 lakh for the nominee,
Sujata Khamari. The handover event was attended by several senior
officials, including Deputy Zonal Head Kshetrabasi Mishra, Bhubaneswar
Circle Head Laxmikanta Mishra, Deputy Circle Head Gurupada Pradhan,
and Branch Manager Sasanka Sekhar Dash, Sanjay Panda, Circle
Marketing Head, Bhubaneswar. Representatives from PNB MetLife India
Insurance Co Ltd, including Senior Regional Head Pankaj Kumar, Regional
Manager Goutam Ghosh, Avishek Roy, Area Manager Bhubaneswar and
Debashish Pattanaik, Territory Manager (Sales) were also present.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Sept 11: The 2023 ODI
World Cup in India created an
“economic impact” of  $1.39 bil-
lion with tourism among the
biggest beneficiaries, according
to a report released by the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) Wednesday.

T he Economic  Impact
Assessment conducted by Nielsen
for the ICC, claimed that the
mega-event held in October-
November last year was the
biggest ever ODI World Cup.

“The ICC Men’s Cricket World
Cup 2023 has demonstrated the
significant economic power of
cricket, generating economic
benefit of  $1.39 billion (Rs 11,637
crore) for India,” ICC Chief
Executive, Geoff  Allardice said.

Australia ended India’s un-
beaten run in the tournament to
win the trophy for a record-ex-

tending sixth time.
“The impact of  tourism across

the host cities amounted to $861.4

million of  revenue generation,
through accommodation, travel,
transportation and food and bev-
erage because of  a massive in-
flux of  domestic and foreign
tourists attending the matches,”
read an ICC statement.

“The secondary and incre-
mental spends within the econ-

omy was a key driver, generat-
ing $515.7 million, which was
approximately 37 per cent of  the
total impact.” However, the ICC
did not specify whether the mas-
sive figure cited in the report is
actual revenue. 

“Nearly 55 per cent of  the in-
ternational respondents had pre-

viously visited India regularly,
whilst an injection of  new visi-
tors thanks to the World Cup
saw 19% of  international at-
tendees making their first ever
visit to the country. International
travellers visited multiple tourist
destinations during their stay
which amounted to an economic
impact of  $281.2 million and
nearly 68 per cent of  interna-
tional attendees said that they
would recommend India as a
tourist destination to friends
and family in the future further
enhancing India’s global image,”
read the statement from the gov-
erning body.

Over 48,000 full and part time jobs
were created by the event through
direct involvement in delivering the
tournament, as well as other or-
ganisations across the hospital-
ity sector, added the report.

2023 ODI WC in India generated $1.39bn: ICC
THE MEGA-EVENT HELD IN OCT-NOV LAST YEAR WAS THE BIGGEST EVER ODI WORLD CUP

The event created thousands of jobs and showcased India as
a premier tourist destination, proving that ICC events not
only engage fans passionately but also contribute
significantly to the economies of our host nations

GEOFF ALLARDICE | CHIEF EXECUTIVE, ICC

A record-breaking 1.25 
million spectators attended

the mega event, of which
nearly 75% were attending
an ICC 50-over match for

the first time ever

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hulunbuir (China), Sept 11:
Young striker Raj Kumar Pal
struck a hat-trick as title-hold-
ers India sealed a semifinal spot
after thrashing Malaysia 8-1 for
their third consecutive win in the
Hero Asian Champions Trophy,
here Wednesday.

Apart from Raj Kumar (3rd,
25th and 33rd minute), Araijeet
Singh Hundal (6th and 39th
minute), Jugraj Singh (7th
minute), skipper Harmanpreet
Singh (22nd minute), and Uttam
Singh (40th minute) sounded the
board for India.

For Malaysia, Akhimullah
Anuar (34th minute) managed the
solitary strike.

India are currently on top of
the standings with nine points
from three wins.

The six-team tournament is
being played in a round-robin
format and the top four will ad-
vance  to  the  semifinals
September 16 followed by the
final September 17.

India had earlier defeated
hosts China 3-0 in their tourna-
ment-opener before getting the
better of  Japan 5-1.

Paris Olympics bronze-medal-
lists India will next take on Korea
Thursday before finishing their
league engagements against
arch-rivals Pakistan Saturday.

Against Malaysia, the odds
were against India going by re-
cent results. The last match be-
tween these two sides was the
f inal  o f  the  2023  Asian
Champions Trophy where India
were trailing 1-3 at half-time.

In that game, the Indians came
roaring back to eventually reg-

ister a 4-3 win to claim the title.
The Indian strikers contin-

ued their fine form in the tour-
nament and scored five field
goals and three penalty corners,
conver ted  by  Jug raj ,
Harmanpreet and Uttam.

Against Malaysia, the Indians
started on the front foot with re-
lentless attacks in the first quar-
ter.

And Raj Kumar didn’t take
long to hand India the lead, scor-
ing a solo goal displaying in-
credible stickwork, thereby mak-

ing a mockery of  the Malaysian
back-line.

Three minutes later, Araijeet
doubled India’s lead by finding
the corner of  the Malaysian
post.

A minute later, Jugraj ex-
tended the lead with a perfect
penalty corner conversion with
a powerful drag-flick. The team
headed into the first quarter
with a dominant 3-0 lead.

Down by three goals, Malaysia
started on an aggressive note in
the second quarter and soon
earned a penalty corner but the
Indian defence stood tall.

India secured back-to-back
penalty corners in the 22nd
minute and Harmanpreet, one of
the best drag-flickers globally,
buried the ball into the Malaysian
goal with a vintage flick to extend
the lead.

Minutes later, Raj Kumar
scored his second goal after being
set up by Araijeet and Uttam as
India went into half-time with a
commanding 5-0 lead.

Three minutes after the change
of  ends, Raj Kumar scored his
first hat-trick at the senior level
from a rebound after vice-captain
Vivek Sagar Prasad’s initial
strike was saved by the Malaysian
goalkeeper.

Malaysia managed to pull a
goal back soon through Anaur.

But there was no stopping
India as Araijeet scored a field
goal,  tapping in Nilkanta
Sharma’s pass and then a minute
later, Uttam scored from a re-
bound from a penalty corner.

In the first match of  the day,
Pakistan beat Japan 2-1 to im-
prove their chances of  reach-
ing the semifinals.

INDIA STORM INTO SEMIS
RAJ KUMAR’S HAT-TRICK HELPS INDIA THRASH MALAYSIA 8-1; ENTER ACT SEMIFINALS

INDIA ARE CURRENTLY
ON TOP OF THE 

STANDINGS WITH 
NINE POINTS FROM

THREE WINS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Sept 11: Harry Kane
marked his 100th game for
England with two goals and cel-
ebrations with his family in a 2-
0 win over Finland in the UEFA
Nations League Tuesday.

Presented with a golden cap be-
fore kickoff  and playing in gold
boots at Wembley Stadium, the
England captain was swarmed
by his teammates after scoring
his first goal in true Kane style.
He beat a Finnish defender be-
fore unleashing a powerful shot
which was still rising as it clipped
the underside of  the crossbar.

The Bayern Munich star’s sec-
ond goal came with an assist
from one of  England’s new faces
as Noni Madueke played the
pass for Kane to hit a shot that
took a slight deflection — not
that it mattered to the crowd
which gave Kane a standing ova-
tion when he was substituted
off  soon after.

It was the second straight 2-0
win for interim England manager
Lee Carsley, who took over on a
temporary basis after Gareth
Southgate stepped down fol-
lowing England’s loss to Spain
in the Euro 2024 final.

Carsley could yet remain in the
position for a while longer if  the
search for Southgate’s perma-
nent successor extends beyond
the next international break in
October.

England is playing in the sec-
ond tier of  the Nations League
and is level on six points at the
top of  its group with Greece,
which beat Ireland 2-0.

AKE INJURED 
Manchester City defender

Nathan Ake went off  with an
apparent muscle injury shortly
before halftime while playing
for the Netherlands in a 2-2 draw
with Germany. That could be a
blow for City ahead of  games
against Brentford in the Premier
League Saturday and Inter Milan
and Arsenal next week.

Denzel Dumfries’ goal helped
salva g e  a  draw for  the
Netherlands, which had started
well when Tijjani Reijnders’ goal
gave the Dutch the lead after
just one-and-a-half  minutes in
Amsterdam after being left in
plenty of  space by the German
defense.

However, Germany had a 2-1
lead at halftime thanks to goals
from Deniz Undav and Joshua
Kimmich, before Dumfries lev-
eled in the 50th.

Germany and the Netherlands
were familiar foes who have
played seven times since 2018, and
most recently in March.

For the Netherlands, it was the
first game since coach Ronald
Koeman ruled forward Steven
Bergwijn out of  his plans follow-
ing the forward’s move to the Saudi
Arabian league. Koeman suggested
Bergwijn, who was on the team at
Euro 2024, lacked ambition be-
cause of  the move.

Germany was without Niclas
Füllkrug after the West Ham
striker struggled with an Achilles
tendon problem and was replaced
in the lineup by Stuttgart’s Undav.

In the same group, Hungary
and Bosnia-Herzegovina drew
0-0 in the other top-tier game.

Also Tuesday, Pavel Sulc scored
twice to lift the Czech Republic
to a 3-2 win over Ukraine, and
Georgia beat Albania 1-0.

Kane marks 100 
caps with brace

Champions Trophy talks
Karachi: An ICC delegation, which
is due to visit Pakistan this month
to ascertain the preparations for
the Champions Trophy, will also
discuss the tentative schedule of
the event with the Pakistan
Cricket Board. A source aware of
developments said the PCB had
still not been informed how many
ICC officials were coming and
which departments they would be
representing but indications were
that the schedule would be
discussed in detail. The PCB had
sent a tentative schedule to the
ICC sometime back in which they
had suggested making Lahore the
base of the Indian team. “The
schedule has now been seen by
the participating boards in the
Champions Trophy and there is
still some work to be done before
it is finalised and announced,” the
source said. “Obviously a final
decision on whether the Indian
team would be permitted by its
government to play in Pakistan is
one major reason for the schedule
still being under consideration,”
he added.

Day 3 of Test washed off
Greater Noida: There was no end
to the rain woes that have plagued
the one-off Test between
Afghanistan and New Zealand
here with the third day’s play also
called off without a ball being
bowled amid concerns that the
entire match would be washed
out. The first two days of the
game were called off due to a wet
outfield, raising serious questions
over the preparedness of the
venue. Considering the inclement
weather, the match officials did
not take long to rule out any
possibility of play on Wednesday.
The toss is yet to take place for
the game. “Afghanistan versus
New Zealand Day 3 is called off
due to persistent rains. The match
will commence with 98 overs from
tomorrow if the skies get clear,”
said the Afghanistan Cricket Board
in a release.

Oz player suspended
Sydney: Field hockey player Tom
Craig has been suspended for 12
months by the sport’s Australian
governing body for attempting to
purchase cocaine at the Paris
Olympics. Craig was arrested but
released without charge after
trying to purchase the drug in
Paris August 7 during a night out
after his Olympic campaign
ended. He faced Australian media
in Paris after French prosecutors
issued a statement confirming the
now 29-year-old Olympian — a
silver medalist at Tokyo three
years ago — was given a criminal
warning and released after
spending a night in custody.

Colombia stun Argentina
Bogota: James Rodríguez scored
from the penalty spot and had an
assist to help Colombia edge
defending champion Argentina 2-1
Tuesday in a South American
World Cup qualifier. The Argentina
attack missed Lionel Messi, who
was sidelined because of injury for
the between the teams since the
Copa America final. Yerson
Mosquera opened the scoring in
the 25th minute but Argentina
equalized in the 48th when Nico
Gonzalez capitalized on a
defensive blunder from the
Colombians. 

SHORT TAKES

ICC unveils tickets for
women’s T20 WC 2024
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Sept 11: With just
over 20 days to go until the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup 2024,
the ICC has made an exciting
announcement: Match tickets
will start at just five dirhams
(Rs 114.28), and entry will be
free for fans under 18. 

This initiative, aimed at boost-
ing attendance and creating a
lasting legacy for the tourna-
ment in the UAE, was revealed
alongside a stunning laser show
on the iconic Burj Khalifa. 

“One of  the exciting things
about the UAE is its diversity,”
said ICC Chief  Executive Geoff
Allardice Wednesday. 

The tournament, set to begin
October 3, will see 10 teams com-
peting across 23 matches over
18 days, all vying for the cov-
eted Women’s T20 World Cup
trophy. The teams are divided
into two groups: Group A, fea-
turing Australia, India, New
Zealand, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka,
and Group B, which includes
Bangladesh, England, South
Africa, West Indies, and Scotland.

Before the tournament, teams
will participate in warm-up
matches from September 28 to
October 1.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Sept 11: Wrestler
Vinesh Phogat, who had a heart-
breaking exit  from Paris
Olympics 2024 over failed weigh-
in, has made an explosive reve-
lation from her meeting with
PT Usha, the president of  Indian
Olympics Association (IOA). 

Vinesh had fallen ill after her
disqualification from the Paris
Olympics 53kg freestyle wrestling
final, over increased weight, and
was admitted to a poly-clinic in
the Olympics village. PT Usha
shared a picture on social media
where she could be seen inter-
acting with Vinesh in the clinic,
but the wrestler has claimed
that the photo was clicked with-
out informing her.

Vinesh, who recently joined pol-
itics by signing up with the Indian
National Congress, claims that
she received no support from PT
Usha, although the latter claimed
that she stood with the heartbro-
ken wrestler during that tough
time on social media.

“I don’t know what support I
got there,” Vinesh said during a
chat with a local news channel.
“PT Usha madam visited me at
the hospital. One photo was
clicked...Like you said, in poli-

tics a lot happens behind closed
doors. Similarly, politics hap-
pened there (in Paris) as well.
That’s why I was heartbroken.
Otherwise a lot of  people are
saying ‘don’t leave wrestling’.
For what should I continue?
There is politics everywhere.”

Vinesh, furious with PT Usha’s
decision to share the picture on
social media claiming that she
stands in support of  the wrestler,
said that this wasn’t the right way
to show support, and was mere

pretension.
“You are on a hospital bed,

where you don’t know what’s
happening in life outside, you
are going through one of  the
worst phases of  your life. At that
place, just to show everyone you
are standing with me, clicked a
photo without telling me and
then putting it on social media
to say you are standing with me.
That’s not how you show sup-
port (pretending to). What was
it more than posturing!”

Vinesh blames Usha of doing ‘politics’
PARIS OLYMPICS

Nitesh cites BAI apathy,
wants badminton to
be placed under PCI
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 11: Frustrated
with the lack of  recognition and
administrative wrangling within
the Badminton Association of
India (BAI), Paralympic champion
Kumar Nitesh has called for para
badminton to be transferred
under the aegis of  Paralympic
Committee of  India (PCI) for the
sport’s betterment and progress.

The 29-year-old from Haryana,
who secured a historic gold medal
in the SL3 class at the Paris
Paralympics, said para shuttlers
needed to be treated on par with
their able-bodied counterparts.

“We have won 21 medals at the
Asian Para Games, around 14-15
medals at the World
Championships, and 5 medals at
the Paralympics, but we don’t re-
ceive basic appreciation from
BAI,” Kumar told PTI. 

“This isn’t a new issue; it’s a
recurring problem. Their at-
tention remains solely on able-
bodied athletes, with minimal ef-
fort to promote para badminton.”

Kumar also expressed his dis-
satisfaction on social media after
BAI congratulated the para shut-
tlers on their Paris performance
via Twitter.

“Despite the occasional social
media  appreciation from
@BAI_Media, we, the athletes, are
highly dissatisfied with BAI’s
lack of  interest in para bad-
minton. We sincerely request
@Media_SAI and BAI to hand
over para badminton to PCI,
which has a better track record
of  supporting para sports,”
Kumar wrote.

Kumar, an IIT Mandi alumnus,
outlined several administrative
issues affecting para shuttlers. 

“There are significant ad-
ministrative delays and ineffi-
ciencies. Often, only 1 or 2 peo-
ple manage everything, and it’s
kind of  too much for them, they
sometimes miss things.” 
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