
Saiee’s defence tact
Actor Saiee Manjrekar says
she’s a very thick-skinned
person and things don’t affect
her so easily
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Power to Army
Bangladesh’s interim govt grants
magisterial powers to Army for two
months to improve law and order in
the violence-hit country 
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Bangla no pushovers
Head coach Gautam Gambhir
says India are not taking
Bangladesh lightly, ahead of the
1st Test starting Thursday   
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Diamond crisis
India’s diamond sector faces a
severe crisis as both imports
and exports sharply decline in 
the past three years
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Back to square one! A 
new CM means starting 
from scratch once more

INDEX                         VARIATION

SENSEX 82948.23 131.43

NIFTY 25377.55 41.00

DOLLAR 83.66 `0.12

EURO 92.98 `0.14 
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MARKET WATCH

WEATHER

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

BBSR CTC

33.0° 33.0°
25.8° 25.0°
92% 91%

22.8mm 6.8mm
FORECAST

Partly cloudy sky
with one or two
spells of rain

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Sept 18: The nation
may soon experience the kind of
democratic exercise adopted
way back in 1951-67 period, as the
Union Cabinet has approved the
recommendations of  a panel
led by ex-President Ram Nath
Kovind for holding simultaneous
elections to Lok Sabha, state
Assemblies and local bodies in
a phased manner, the move
dubbed by the Opposition a
‘cheap stunt’ and ‘impractical’.
However, this would require sev-
eral constitutional amendments,
most of  which will not need rat-
ification by state Assemblies.
Certain amendment Bills would
have to be passed by Parliament.

Asserting that several political
parties are already on board, the
government said even those par-
ties that are opposed to it may now
feel pressure from within to
change their stand due to the
widespread support on the issue
from the people of  the country.

Announcing the Union
Cabinet’s approval to the pro-
posal ,  Infor mation and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said an implementa-
tion group would be formed to
take forward the recommenda-

tions of  the panel headed by for-
mer president Ram Nath Kovind
and detailed discussions would
be held on various fora across the
country over the next few months.

Asked by reporters when the
recommendations could be im-
plemented, Vaishnaw evaded a di-
rect reply but pointed out that
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
has said the government would
implement it in its current tenure.

After the discussions are com-
pleted, implementation would
follow in steps and it would be
the government’s endeavour to
build a consensus over the next
few months, he said.

Once the consultation process
is over, the government will draft

a Bill, place it before the Cabinet
and subsequently, take it to
Parliament for simultaneous
polls to come into effect, he added.

In its report submitted to the
government in March, just before
the general election was an-
nounced, the panel recommended
implementing simultaneous polls
in two phases –for Lok Sabha
and state Assemblies in the first
phase and local bodies like pan-
chayats and municipal bodies
within 100 days of  the general
election in the second phase.

Meanwhile, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said ‘one na-
tion, one election’ is not practi-
cal and alleged that the ruling
BJP comes up with such things to

divert attention from real issues
when polls approach. 

Likewise, TMC leader Derek
O'Brien called it a ‘cheap stunt’ of
BJP and questioned why the
Maharashtra polls were not an-
nounced with those in Haryana and
Jammu & Kashmir, if  the gov-
ernment wants simultaneous 
elections.

Cabinet nod to sync polls
EXERCISING FRANCHISE: Women voters show their voting slips at a women-only polling booth during the first phase of J&K Assembly elections in Kishtwar district, Wednesday (Report P8) PTI PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 18: Three
days after OrissaPOST and
Dharitri began a campaign for
ensuring justice to an Army of-
ficer and his female friend who
were allegedly subjected to as-
sault and ill -treatment by
Bharatpur police, the Odisha
Police Wednesday suspended
five officials, including the IIC
and SI of  the police station, on
charge of  gross misconduct.

The order issued by DGP YB
Khurania Wednesday said in-
spector Dinakrushna Mishra,
sub-inspector (SI) Baisalini
Panda, ASI Salilamayee Sahoo,
ASI Sagarika Nath and consta-
ble Balaram Hansda have been
suspended with immediate effect
in exercise of  powers con-
ferred vide Rule 840 of
Police Manual Rules 1940.

In the wee hours of  Sunday,
Major Gurvansh Singh, at-
tached to 22 Sikh Regiment in
Kolkata, and his female friend
Ankita Pradhan were al-
legedly abused by a group of
miscreants when the duo in-
tercepted their vehicle and
confronted them for driving
dangerously. To their horror,

they were allegedly subjected to
physical torture and misbehav-
ior  when they approached
Bharatpur polce. Singh was al-
legedly kept in the lockup while
Ankita was taken to a secluded
room where she was allegedly as-
saulted, stripped and molested.
But the police booked Ankita.

Condemning the police excess,
All Odisha Veteran Soldiers’
Association members staged a
dharna in front of  the Police Seva
Headquarters, Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, the Orissa High
Court Wednesday granted bail to
Ankita, who has been lodged at
Jharpada Special Jail for the
last three days. 

The court also raised concern
over the police personnel’s poor
behaviour to the woman.

Bharatpur torture: 
Axe falls on 5 cops

Green signal for
2 space missions
The Cabinet approved a new moon

mission ‘Chandrayaan-4’ to devel-
op and demonstrate technologies
needed for landing of Indian astro-
nauts on the moon and safely bring
them back to Earth. Chandrayaan-4
mission will achieve the foundational
technologies for the landing of Indian
astronauts on the moon (planned by
year 2040) and return safely back to
Earth. The fund requirement for the
mission is `2,104.06 crore. The Cabinet
also approved development of Venus
Orbiter Mission for exploring and
studying the planet. ‘Venus Orbiter
Mission’ to be helmed by the
Department of Space will involve plac-
ing a scientific spacecraft in the orbit
of Venus for better understanding of
its surface and subsurface, atmospher-
ic processes and influence of the Sun
on the Venusian atmosphere. 

14 killed as Hezbolallah
walkie-talkies explode

Utkal University prof suspended
Bhubaneswar: A senior professor of  Utkal
University was Wednesday placed under sus-
pension for allegedly sexually harassing a femal
student. The action was taken on the basis of  a
report of  the internal complaint committee, a
senior university official said. Sources indi-
cate that the professor has been instructed not
to leave the varsity premises without the Vice-
Chancellor’s permission. The action came a
day after the Secretariat of  Governor Raghubar
Das, Chancellor of  varsities, sought a report from
Utkal University VC on the incident. The stu-
dent in her complaint had alleged that she was
subjected to sexual harassment by the profes-
sor of  the Analytical and Applied Economics dept
in his chamber in August this year.

SHORT TAKES

ASI starts Ratna Bhandar inspection

Puri: Experts and scientists of  the Archaeological
Survey of  India (ASI) Wednesday carried out a pre-
liminary inspection of  Srimandir’s Ratna Bhandar,
officials said. The team, including 17 technical
members, also conducted a laser scanning of  the
structure, they added. The temple authorities had
earlier urged the ASI to initiate scanning and geo-
physical investigation of  the temple vault before
undertaking its repair and renovation work. The
exercise took place between 2pm and 5pm. The ASI
team led by its Additional Director General Janhwij
Sharma also comprised experts from Hyderabad-
based CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute
(CSIR-NGRI). P4

PAGER BLASTS TOLL 12

AGENCIES

Beirut, Sept 18: A day after
pagers used by Hezbollah killed
at least 12 and wounded nearly
3,000 in Lebanon, walkie-talkies
and hand-held radios detonated
Wednesday across Lebanon’s
south and in Beirut's southern
suburbs, killing at least 14 peo-
ple and injuring more than 400,
a security source said, further
stoking tensions with Israel.

Sources said at least 14 people
were killed and at least 450 in-
jured as a result of  the explosions
targeting walkie-talkies across
Lebanon Wednesday afternoon,
Lebanon’s health ministry said.

The ministry added that first
responders had almost finished
transferring people to hospitals.

Several solar power systems
exploded in people’s homes across
Lebanon, according to  the
National News Agency, injur-
ing at least one girl in the town
of  al-Zahrani, south Lebanon.

Pictures of  exploded solar
panels, finger-print readers and

other devices were circulated
on social media, though it was
unclear if  they blew up by them-
selves or were simply near
walkie-talkies which blew up.
At least one of  the blasts took
place near a funeral organised
by Iran-backed Hezbollah for
those killed the previous day
when thousands of  pagers used
by the group exploded across
the country and wounded many
of  the group’s fighters.

The group, which was thrown
briefly into disarray by the pager
attacks, said Wednesday it had at-
tacked Israeli artillery positions
with rockets, the first strike at its
arch-foe since blasts wounded
thousands of  its members in
Lebanon and raised the prospect
of  a wider Middle East war. P10

Medical colleges in
all dists soon: CM
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 18: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Wednesday said his government
is committed to opening of  a
medical college in each of  the 30
districts and filling up vacant
doctors’ posts on a priority basis.

Addressing the annual con-
ference of  Odisha Medical
Service Association (OMSA) in
Balasore, Majhi called upon the
doctors to work with dedication
and upkeep the faith of  people
in the medical fraternity.

While accusing the previous
BJD government of  neglecting
the health sector, the CM said of
the 15,774 sanctioned doctor
posts, as many as 5,765 have re-
mained vacant for a long time.

He said that the previous gov-
ernment had appointed 443 doc-
tors on ad hoc and contractual
basis. “Our government’s pri-
ority is to fill all the vacant posts
soon and upgrade medical serv-
ices in the state. Apart from doc-
tors, there is also a big role of
nurses in providing treatment to
the people,” Majhi said. P4

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 18: Deputy
Chief  Minister Pravati Parida
Wednesday said that as many
as 2,000 applications for Subhadra
Yojana have been rejected so far
due to errors in bank accounts. 

According to Parida, as many
as 97,000 applications for
Subhadra Yojana were pending
by Tuesday night. All applica-
tions have been cleared, except
2,000 due to likely mistakes in
bank accounts.

The Deputy CM said that for
people in areas where there is no
inter net  f aci l i ty  we have
arranged Subhdarda registra-
tion centre where they can reg-
ister and apply with the help of
Jan Seva Kendra employees. 

2K Subhadra forms
rejected: Pravati



P2 HALLE: VAN HUNT IS THE MAN
I SHOULD HAVE MARRIED 

leisure
Hollywood star Halle Berry has spoken up
about her beau Van Hunt and said to
etonline.com on Never Let Go that he is the
man she should’ve married. The 58-year-old
married thrice before being in a relationship
with Hunt for over four years.

Academy award-winning star Nicole Kidmman
revealed that she was teased for being tall and that
she wanted to be curvaceous as she hated her
body, while growing up. The Oscar winner opened
up about her insecurities in a new documentary
series, In Vogue: The 90s”, reports people.com.
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AQUARIUS
Today, you will iron out any
trouble with ease. But you
may choose to play martyr
and shoulder a bit of blame. That's quite a
lot to do for others, even if it is done out of
compassion. You may think you are set-
ting standards for others to follow, says
Ganesha, but that may not be the case.

PISCES
Needless rigidity only serves
to imprison you within out-
moded walls of faulty rea-
soning. Inculcating some flexibility will
give you some much-needed wriggle
room to manoeuvre things your way for
good, says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
The winds of fortune will
usher in your dreams and
make them come true. Be
careful not to go overboard with your
foresightedness, lest they be marked
delusions, warns Ganesha. You must
realise that the only thing permanent is
change, and hence, you must overcome
any disappointment with strong will
and determination.

LIBRA
Letting things build up
inside you is never a good
idea. Learn from this as
there is every possibility that today might
turn out to be an aggravating and exas-
perating day for you. You may feel that
way due to all the amassed emotions and
resentments, so let it all go. It would be a
good idea to take a break from the rou-
tine and bring in some freshness.
Recharge yourself by indulging in some
fun and frolic today, says Ganesha.

SCORPIO
Ganesha predicts today will
be a day full of focus and a
clear thought process. The
clarity of thought you have has been
acquired over a period of time, says
Ganesha, and that could make all the dif-
ference. A crisp application of thoughts to
ideas and actions will bring much appre-
ciation from bosses and peers.

LEO
Working hard, or hardly
working — there is a vast
difference between the two.
You would be wiser to be working hard
today, especially if it is success that you
desire, says Ganesha. Remember that
there is no substitute for hard work, and
the sooner you realise this, the better. So
sweat it out today. 

VIRGO
You may relieve all the ten-
sion and pressure inside you
today, a day which will be full
of light and relaxing moments. Ganesha
foretells a beneficial and progressive day
for you. You will receive many invitations to
social gatherings and parties.

GEMINI
Today, you may decide to
get a little more conscious
about your your health.
Filled with positive drive, you may even
plan to join a gymnasium or start taking a
hard look at your calorie intake. Don't go
overboard, though! You don't want to do it
only today, and forget it tomorrow - plan
and execute in a step-wise manner, so it
doesn't get a bit too much.

CANCER
Not a good day for you in
terms of fortune and oppor-
tunities. You will constantly
find yourself in unwanted tricky situa-
tions without any fault of yours. You,
however, are likely to know what to do in
such situations by now, for you have been
in too many of those in the past. 

ARIES
Carry the peace sign if you
have to, because today,
people will literally pull you
into arguments. You could even be facing
some kind of litigation or trouble with
peace-keeping forces, warns Ganesha.
Meditate, walk, or simply seek the com-
pany of friends and loved ones.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
Your business is going to
thrive this day, says
Ganesha. Your plans, pro-
jections, speculations and gambles are
likely to pay off and give you good divi-
dends. You will be admired and respect-
ed in the business world for your hon-
esty and integrity. 

CAPRICORN
It may seem too far-fetched,
but your boss will bank on
your brilliance and
unmatched abilities to get respite from the
existing problems, says Ganesha.
Moreover, much to the dismay of your
rivals, you will have your way and gain pop-
ularity by winning the hearts of your clients. 

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

‘MY WHOLE LIFE, I WANTED 
TO BE 5’2”, CURVACEOUS’

Mumbai: Actress-singer Vijayta
Pandit has opened up about her

affair with former actor Kumar
Gaurav, and shared that the

actor’s father, Rajendra
Kumar was the one who

was against their union.
Vijayta Pandit re-

cently appeared on a
chat with Lehren, and
shared how her ro-
mance with Kumar
Gaurav was cut short
on the insistence of

Rajendra Kumar, who cast her in
the movie Love Story.

She said, “He (Kumar Gaurav)
was my first love. He used to be
a very charming boy. Eventually,
we fell in love. Rajendra Kumar
guessed that we were in love,
and he was against it. He told
him, ‘You are my prince, and
I’ll get you married to a princess,
someone who belongs to an af-
fluent family.’”

She also recollected her mother
telling Kumar Gaurav, “Bolo

tum isse shaadi karoge.”
In Love Story, she and

Kumar Gaurav played
star-crossed lovers,
and they also de-
veloped a rela-
t ionship  of f -
screen. After the
film became a hit,
she turned down
film offers wanting
to be with Gaurav. But
the relationship ended
due to family tensions.

She went back to films and
had another hit Mohabbat.

She was also briefly
married to film di-

rector  Sameer
Malkan.

Kumar Gaurav
went on to marry
Namrata Dutt, the

daughter of  Sunil
Dutt and actress

Nargis.
Rajendra Kumar, who

worked with Sunil Dutt and

Nargis in Mother India was a
good friend of  Sunil Dutt, and
wanted his son to marry a girl
who came from a well-known
family.

Vijayta married music com-
poser Aadesh Shrivastava, who
passed away in 2015.

Vijayta is the sister of  music
composer duo Jatin-Lalit, who
are known for their work in
Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge,
Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikander and oth-
ers. AGENCIES

When Rajendra Kumar played anti-cupid in son’s love story

Mumbai: Maddock Films, one of
the production companies of  Stree
2, has confirmed that the film
has become the ‘number one
Hindi film of  all time’ in India.
Taking to X  Wednesday, it shared
a poster of  the film and also
penned a note. The film has sur-
passed the lifetime collections
of  Shah Rukh Khan’s film
Jawan.

The poster read, “Indian box
office’s no. 1 Hindi film of  all
time!” written on it. The cap-
tion read, “She is Stree and she
has finally done it...India’s best
film No. 1 Hindi film of  all time!!!”
Thanks a lot to all fans for script-
ing this history with us.”

The Shraddha-Rajkummar
starrer has collected Rs 586 crore

at the Indian box office, as
per trade analyst

Taran Adarsh. 
As per Sacnilk.com, Jawan’s

nett collection in India, for all lan-
guages (Hindi, Tamil and Telugu)
is Rs 640.25 crore. In Hindi, its
lifetime collection in India is
Rs 582.31 crore nett.

Stree 2, directed by Amar
Kaushik, also has cameos by
Varun Dhawan and Akshay
Kumar. The first instalment,
Stree (2018), was already a mas-
sive hit, setting high expecta-
tions for the sequel. However,
Stree 2 has managed to exceed
those expectations, capturing
the hearts of  fans across the
country.

AGENCIES

Mumbai: Saiee Manjrekar made her acting debut
in Dabangg 3 alongside Salman Khan, portraying
the character of  Rajjo. Despite the excitement around
the film, it faced significant backlash due to the 37-
year age gap between the leads—Saiee was 17, while
Salman was 54 during filming. However, in a recent
interview, Saiee revealed that the criticism did not im-
pact her, largely due to her detachment from social
media at the time.

In a conversation with Siddharth Kannan, Saiee re-
flected on her initial experience post-Dabangg 3 and
explained how being away from social media shielded
her from the negative discus-
sions. “I was oblivious to that
discussion because that was
the time I had just started,
and I had no management,
no PR, so I was unaware
of  all this. I was just happy
to see myself  on the big
screen,” she shared.

She further elabo-
rated that by the time
she became active on
Instagram six months
after the film’s release,
t h e  c o nve r s at i o n
around the age gap
had already qui-
eted down. 

Saiee also dis-
cussed her abil-
ity to handle
criticism. “I’m
a very thick-
skinned per-
s o n ;  t h i n g s
don’t affect me
quickly. I’ve al-
w ay s  b e e n
like that since
childhood,”
s h e  e x -
plained. 

AGENCIES

‘NO.1 HINDI MOVIE
OF ALL TIME’ Stree 2 beats SRK’s Jawan

Chitrangda’s
new emotion 

Sai calls herself 
thick-skinned

Mumbai:Actress
Chitrangda Singh has

discovered a new emotion
‘nexcited’, which is a combi-
nation of  nervous and excited. 

Chitrangda took to
Instagram, where she shared
a boomerang video of  herself
in monochrome. In the clip,
the 48-year-old actress is seen
sitting in a robe and smiling
at the camera.

For the caption, she wrote:
“Nervous + excited = NEX-
CITED!!”

However, the actress did not
share what she is nervous and
excited for. She used the queen

of  pop Madonna’s song True
Blue as the background

score for  the
boomerang

clip.
It was recently

announced that
Chitrangda has joined the
cast of  Housefull 5 starring
Akshay Kumar.

Chitrangda will be seen sharing
screen space with Akshay once again
after Desi Boyz and Khel Khel Mein. She
had heaped praise on the star and
called him a ‘true master of  comedy.’

“Akshay is incredibly talented and a
true master of  comedy. We’ve known
each other for a long time, and work-
ing with him is always a pleasure,” the
actress told this agency.

The actress was last seen in
Gaslight in 2023. The film, which
is a mystery-thriller, is directed
by Pavan Kirpalani. It also
stars Vikrant Massey and
Sara Ali Khan.     IANS
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All 4 gates of Srimandir reopened
Just a few hours after taking oath,

state’s BJP government in its first
Cabinet meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi June 12
approved the proposal to reopen all
four gates of  Srimandir in Puri.
Accordingly, the four gates of  the shrine
were reopened in the presence of  the
CM, Deputy CMs, Cabinet ministers,
MLAs and Puri MP Sambit Patra the
next morning. The government, in
line with the Cabinet decision, also
created a corpus fund of  Rs 500 crore
for conservation, maintenance and
management of  the 12th century shrine.

Stating that reopening all the gates
of  the temple was one of  the promises
in the BJP’s election manifesto, the CM
said that devotees were facing problems
due to closure of  the gates by the pre-
vious administration since the Covid-
19 pandemic. The devotees could enter
through only one gate and there were
demands that all gates be opened.

Subhadra Yojana
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

launched Odisha’s government’s flag-
ship women empowerment scheme –
Subhadra Yojana, September 17. After
the launch, the PM initiated the fund
transfer to more than 10 lakh women.

The scheme will cover over one crore
beneficiaries. Under it, each eligible
woman is entitled to receive a total
sum of  Rs 50,000 over a span of  five
years, starting 2024-25 fiscal. The fi-
nancial aid will be disbursed in annual
instalments of  Rs 10,000, delivered in
two equal parts directly into their
Aadhaar-linked bank accounts.

CM-Kisan Yojana
The Chief  Minister launched the

CM-Kisan Yojana from Sambalpur on
the occasion of  Nuakhai, the state’s
major agrarian festival, September 8.
Under the scheme, eligible farmers
will receive Rs 4,000 in two instal-
ments per annum. The first instal-
ment was disbursed on Nuakhai, and
the rest will be credited to the benefi-
ciaries’ accounts on Akshaya Tritiya.
Around 46 lakh farmers are likely to
benefit from the scheme.

On the occasion of  Nuakhai, around
Rs 925 crore was credited to the ac-
counts of  the farmers. Landless farm-
ers will also benefit from the scheme.
The landless farmers are entitled to Rs
12,500. Launching the scheme at the GM
University campus in Sambalpur, the
CM said, “A special drive will be
launched across the state, and it will
continue for two months.”

CM revives grievance cell
The CM revived the public griev-

ance hearing July 1 around 16 years
after its discontinuation. Many people,
including the differently-abled, turned
up to meet the CM and lodge their

grievances. Majhi said, “The first pri-
ority of  the state government is to lis-
ten to the people’s grievances and re-
solve them. For this, from the grassroots
to the district and state levels, we are
trying to revive the system of  hearing

the public grievances and how the
people benefit from it.”

He added, “For the last few years dur-
ing the last regime, there was an iron
wall between the people and the ad-
ministration. Today, we dismantled
the iron wall. The Chief  Minister’s
Grievance  Cel l  s tar ted  a g ain.
Sometimes people go to different forums
but they fail to get their issues ad-
dressed. Many people who fail to get
justice now can hope to get justice.”

Paddy MSP up
In what came as a good news for

farmers, the state government June 20
decided to procure paddy from farm-
ers at Rs 3,100 per quintal from this
Kharif  season. “Rs 800 per quintal to
be paid for paddy over and above the
minimum support price (MSP) under
Samrudha Krushak Yojana. The move
aimed at benefitting over 20 lakh farm-
ers,” the state government said. The
Centre had declared Rs 2,300 as MSP
for paddy for this year.

Secretariat access to scribes
On its first day in office, the BJP gov-

ernment opened the doors of  Lok Seva
Bhawan, the heart of  the state’s ad-
ministration, to the media. For nearly
four years, the Secretariat had been off
limits to journalists, as the previous

government had barred their access
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Even
after the pandemic subsided, the for-
mer administration did not revoke
the entry ban, despite calls for change
from Opposition leaders and jour-
nalist associations. The BJP had high-
lighted this issue during their poll
campaign, promising to end this un-
democratic practice if  elected.

Ratna Bhandar reopened after 46 yrs
Ratna Bhandar, the revered treasury

at the 12th-century Srimandir in Puri,
was reopened July 14 after 46 years for
an inventory of  valuables and the re-
pair of  its structure. The reopening of
the Ratna Bhandar was a major political
issue during the last Assembly elec-
tions. The treasury was last opened in
1978, and at that time, it took 70 days
to prepare the inventory of  the valu-
ables, which have been donated to the
temple by devotees over centuries. An
attempt was made in 2018 as well to re-
open the Ratna Bhandar on the di-
rection of  the Orissa High Court but
the original keys could not be found,
and eventually, the plan was aban-
doned. The government has decided to
prepare a digital catalogue of  the valu-
ables in the Ratna Bhandar that will
have details such as their weight.

100 DAYS OF BJP GOVT
In a significant turn of events, the BJP stormed to power in last Assembly polls dethroning the BJD which was in the office for the last 24 years.
As the Mohan Charan Majhi-led government completes 100 days today, OrissaPOST takes a close look at some of its landmark achievements

THURSDAY | SEPTEMBER 19 | 2024 | BHUBANESWAR
P3



THIS DAY IN HISTORY

power post P4

R ussian President Vladimir Putin denies Ukraine’s right to sov-
ereignty, having invaded it twice since 2014. Thankfully, his ef-
forts to subjugate the country have been thwarted by the courage

of  the Ukrainian people.
After two and a half  years of  fiercely defending their homeland, it

has become abundantly clear that Ukrainians will never submit to Russian
tyranny. But despite their resilience, Putin’s brutal war of  aggression
continues. If  Ukraine’s allies fail to show the necessary resolve, the con-
flict could drag on for years, undermining European stability.

Moreover, an increasingly militaristic Russia threatens not only
Ukraine but the entire world, with potentially catastrophic conse-
quences. Russia’s war has already sent shockwaves around the world,
driving up energy and food prices and jeopardizing nuclear safety. By
violating fundamental principles of  international law, Russia has
destabilised the global order.

To promote peace, Ukraine’s allies must make Putin understand
that he cannot dictate the terms of  how the war will end. They can do
this by building global support for a peace agreement rooted in the fun-
damental principles of  international law, strengthening Ukraine’s po-
sition on the battlefield, providing long-term
security guarantees, and outlining a clear
path to NATO accession.

While Putin aims to prolong the war,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
is actively pursuing a sustainable peace. This
summer, he gathered representatives from
more than 90 countries in Switzerland to
rally support for his ten-point peace formula,
which calls for strengthening nuclear safety
and addressing the conflict’s environmental
repercussions, in addition to full Russian
withdrawal.

Global pressure will be critical to reach-
ing an agreement, but enduring peace also
requires strong security guarantees. Given
that Russia has repeatedly shown its dis-
regard for international law and basic
human rights by violating treaties and
committing widespread war crimes, peace
cannot rest on Putin’s promises alone. The
outcome of  the war will depend on Ukraine’s
ability to defend itself.

The immediate priority is to improve
Ukraine’s position on the battlefield. As
Russian missiles and drones continue to kill
civilians across the country, with most at-
tacks launched from Russian territory,
Ukraine has every right to deploy long-
range weapons to hit these targets and enter Russia to prevent further
assaults. Limiting its ability to do so is essentially asking it to fight with
one arm tied behind its back. Ukrainian forces have consistently shown
they can use Western-supplied weapons effectively and responsibly. It
is time for allies to lift any remaining restrictions on the types of
weapons delivered and how they can be used.

But along with immediate support, Ukraine’s allies must commit
to providing it with military equipment and financial resources for
as long as needed. Ukraine has already received long-term security
guarantees from more than 30 countries as part of  the Kyiv Security
Compact, which we co-authored. Now is the time to prove that these
guarantees have teeth.

In the coming months, our efforts will focus on ensuring that the guar-
antees deliver on their promise. This involves monitoring their im-
plementation, assessing evolving threats, and highlighting the ways
Ukraine’s security needs align with Europe’s broader defense strategy.

Preventing Putin from winning the peace will require more than se-
curity guarantees. Ukraine’s allies should expand their support by
taking steps like training Ukrainian forces within the country and de-
ploying civilian contractors or specialised military teams to repair dam-
aged equipment on-site. Neighbouring allies could establish an ex-
tended air-defense shield over Western Ukraine to intercept incoming
Russian missiles and drones, thereby saving civilian lives and en-
abling Ukraine to redeploy its air-defense systems to the front lines.

Each of  these steps will undoubtedly strengthen Ukraine’s position
in any future negotiations. But ultimately, the only way to ensure long-
term peace and security in Europe is to bring Ukraine into NATO. Leaving
Ukraine in the grey zone between Russia and the Alliance would only
invite more instability, aggression, and violence. NATO leaders must
act decisively and offer Ukraine a path to membership. While this
does not mean that Ukraine will join overnight, such a commitment
would send a strong message to Putin that his war will not prevent its
eventual accession.

Faced with Putin’s heavily militarised and increasingly revanchist
Russia, Ukraine and its allies must embrace the ancient Roman maxim
si vis pacem, para bellum (“If  you want peace, prepare for war”). Over
the past two and a half  years, the Ukrainian people have demonstrated
an unwavering determination to defend their freedom. But to achieve
lasting peace, the international community must muster the courage
and strength to support and maintain it.

Anders Fogh Rasmussen, a former NATO secretary-general
(2009-14) and former Prime Minister of  Denmark, is Founder of

the Alliance of  Democracies Foundation. Andriy Yermak is
Head of  the Office of  the President of  Ukraine. 
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A ir pollution is a signifi-
cant environmental threat
that affects public health

and economic growth worldwide.
In India, where this issue is par-
ticularly acute, solutions like
promoting cycling and walking
are being explored to combat its
harmful effects.

India has already joined the
Climate & Clean Air Coalition
(CCAC), underscoring its com-
mitment to reducing air pollution
and positioning itself  as a global
leader in air quality efforts. The
dangers of  air pollution are well-
documented. The WHO attributes
nearly one-third of  deaths from
stroke, chronic respiratory dis-
eases, and lung cancer to pol-
luted air. It also causes around
25% of  heart attacks. Vulnerable
populations suffer the most from
these impacts, making air pol-
lution not only a health crisis but
also an economic challenge.
Strained healthcare systems and
reduced productivity add to the
burden.

India’s National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP), launched in
2019, aims to reduce particulate
matter levels by 20-30% by 2024.
The initiative, along with pro-
grammes like Swachh Bharat
and the Smart City Mission, has
contributed to improved air qual-
ity in some cities. However, many
challenges remain, especially
in states like Odisha, where sev-

eral cities are designated as
“Non-Attainment Cities” due to
their failure to meet national
air quality standards. Despite
these obstacles, Odisha has the
opportunity to promote sus-
tainable urban mobility through
cycling, which could reduce air
pollution, traffic congestion, and
carbon emissions.

Odisha’s government is in a
strong position to lead cycling
initiatives by introducing poli-
cies and legislation at the re-
gional and local levels. Drawing
inspiration from countries like
the Netherlands and Denmark,
where cycling is a way of  life,
Odisha can integrate cycling
into broader policies related
to land use, health, and the en-
vironment. However, several
barriers must be addressed,
such as safety concerns, the
perception of  cycling as a low-
status mode of  transport, and
issues related to theft and
weather conditions. With co-
ordinated efforts involving local
authorities, civil society, and
the private sector, Odisha can
overcome these obstacles and
make cycling a mainstream
choice.

Investing in cycling infra-
structure is essential for creat-
ing a safe and attractive envi-
ronment for cyclists. Odisha can
look to international best prac-
tices, where dedicated cycling

lanes, bike-sharing programmes,
and traffic-calming measures
have reshaped urban mobility.
Ensuring cyclist safety by sep-
arating bike lanes from roads, re-
ducing vehicle speeds, and im-
proving signage and lighting
will further encourage the shift
to cycling.

Public awareness campaigns
are also crucial in changing so-
cietal attitudes toward cycling.
Events  l ike  the  Konark
International Cyclothon and the
“Let’s Pedal” initiative can help
build a cycling culture. Further
efforts, such as introducing
school-level education on the
benefits of  cycling for both health
and the environment, can en-
courage more people to adopt
cycling as a regular mode of
transport.

Integrating cycling with pub-
lic transportation systems will
make it a more convenient option
for shorter trips. Building se-
cure bicycle parking at railway
stations and allowing bicycles
on public transport will facilitate
seamless multimodal journeys,
making cycling more practical
for daily commuting.

By incorporating cycling into
its  broader  Air  Quali ty
Management Areas (AQMA)
strategy, the state could set an ex-
ample for the rest of  the country.
Just as Odisha has revived
hockey in India through gov-

ernment support, it can inspire
a national movement for cycling
that transforms urban environ-
ments across India.

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  Ro a d
Transport and Highways could
support this shift by amending
policies to include resilient in-
frastructure that encourages
cycling and walking. This would
align with national goals for
low-carbon mobility, as outlined
in India’s National Urban
Transport Policy of  2006, which
emphasises prioritising people
over vehicles.

By fostering a cycling cul-
ture, the state can ensure that
its residents enjoy cleaner air,
quieter neighbourhoods, and a
higher quality of  life. As the
world grapples with the twin
challenges of  climate change
and air pollution, Odisha’s push
for cycling could be a model for
others to follow.

As Martin Luther King III
said, “No matter who we are or
where we come from, we’re all en-
titled to the basic human rights
of  clean air to breathe, clean
water to drink, and healthy land
to call home.” 

The writer is a Senior
Officer at the Parliament of

India who advocates for 
integrating cycling into

daily life as a sustainable
and healthy lifestyle choice.

TAXING LIFE’S UNCERTAINTIES
T

he 54th GST Council
has reached a broad
consensus to set up a
group of  ministers

chaired  by  De puty  Chief
Minister of  Bihar Samrat
Choudhary to examine and re-
view the present tax structure
of  GST on life and medical in-
surance. The specific modali-
ties will be decided in the next
council meeting in November
2024. The Terms of  Reference of
the panel also include suggest-
ing tax rate of  health/medical
insurance and life insurance.

Previously, life insurance pre-
miums were subject to a 15%
service tax, which included 14%
towards Basic Service Tax, 0.5%
towards Swachh Bharat Cess,
and 0.5% towards Krishi Kalyan
Cess. Before GST implementa-
tion, it was propagated that this
will be reduced to 12%, but this
has instead increased to 18%.
The transition from 15% serv-
ice tax to the fixed 18% GST
has directly impacted policy-
holders by raising their pre-
mium payments.

The GST rate for term in-
surance plans, ULIPs, and health
insurance policies is 18%, while
for traditional life insurance
policies, also known as endow-
ment plans, is 4.5% in first year
premiums and 2.25% in subse-
quent years. Further, insurance
becomes costlier when matu-
rity value of  life insurance poli-
cies is taxed, though subject to
certain condition.

To make insurance afford-
able and raise insurance pene-
tration and density, the All India
Insurance  Employees ’
Association of  LIC met more
than 400 MPs/Union Ministers
across the country and urged
them to raise their voice to elim-
inate GST on insurance pre-
miums.

What is plausibly different
this time around is that the gov-
ernment’s own minister has
echoed this sentiment. Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari has

avowed that GST levy on life
insurance premium is tanta-
mount to taxing the uncertain-
ties of  life. He also pointed to the
high GST rates on insurance
“deterring growth in the seg-
ment,” and is a major impedi-
ment  to  India’s  vision of
“Insurance for all by 2047.”
Similarly, the INDIA bloc staged
a protest on Parliament prem-
ises on 6 August demanding a
rollback of  GST on health and
life insurance premiums. It must
be noted that a reconsideration
of  GST levies on insurance had
come up at least three times
under the Council’s aegis, start-
ing a year and a half  since GST’s
July 2017 launch, but the sta-
tus quo was preferred each time.

During the 37th meeting of
the Council, the issue of  GST on
insurance resurfaced. A detailed
proposal was presented, re-
ceiving backing from the
Financial Services Department
and IRDAI. The proposal put
forth substantial recommen-

dations, including lowering the
GST rate on health insurance,
term life insurance, and motor
third-party insurance premi-
ums from 18% to 5%. Moreover,
the proposal advocated for ex-
emption of  GST on annuity pur-
chases made with accumulated
pension funds.

The proposal to lower GST
on insurance premiums has
met with resistance from several
states, which fear a significant
loss of  revenue, particularly
from medical insurance. Many
states fear that cutting the tax
could result in a significant
drop in revenue, a concern made
even more pressing by the fact
that they no longer have the
cushion of  compensation from
the Centre, which was previ-
ously offered when GST was in-
troduced.

The Centre should not stop
GST cess compensation on se-
lect products which are sup-
posed to end by March 2026 due
to increasing GST collection

from Rs 90,000 crore in 2017 to
around Rs 2 lakh crore now.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman indicated that the
surplus from the compensation
cess could reach roughly Rs
40,000 crore and expected a sub-
stantial surplus of  around Rs
70,000 crore, even after settling
loans taken out on behalf  of
states during the pandemic.

Another way of  generating
resources is to curb GST eva-
sion.  The GST evasion detected
by the Directorate General of
GST Intelligence has increased
to Rs 2,01,931 crore in 2023-24
compared to Rs 1,01,354 crore
last fiscal. Further when Centre
is talking of  states’ probable loss
to elimination of  GST on insur-
ance premium, it does not tell
when states suffered due to cor-
porate tax cut. Revenue lost was
Rs 1.5 lakh crore in 2019-20 and
loss is increasing with each pass-
ing year, affecting states’ share.

Over 40 crore people in the
country lack any financial cover
for healthcare, according to a
Niti Aayog report. Indians are
plagued by financial distress
and household indebtedness.
India’s health sector is in a de-
crepit condition. The country’s
public health expenditure as a
percentage of  GDP is one of
lowest in the world. It is around
1.35% of  GDP as compared to the
world average of  6%. 

Insurance is not just a sav-
ings product like bank deposit,
provident fund, share or deben-
ture, it involves risk transfers,
ensures sharing of  the losses
of  a few by many. It is a coop-
erative endeavor that should
not be taxed. While one saves for
cash requirements and invests
for wealth accumulation, in-
surance is bought to get de-
coupled from uncertainties of
life.  Tax on the uncertainties of
life is a social evil.

The writer is an 
Odisha-based columnist 

and economist.

FOCUS

While one saves for cash requirements and
invests for wealth accumulation, insurance is
bought to get decoupled from uncertainties of

life.  Tax on the uncertainties of life is a social evil 

Always do what you know to be
the best even if it is the most
difficult thing to do.

THE MOTHER

OVER 40 CRORE
PEOPLE IN THE

COUNTRY LACK
ANY FINANCIAL

COVER FOR
HEALTHCARE,

ACCORDING TO
A NITI AAYOG

REPORT 

Santosh Kumar
Mohapatra

WISDOM CORNER
It is easy to hate and it is difficult to love. This is how the whole
scheme of things works. All good things are difficult to achieve; and
bad things are very easy to get.

CONFUCIUS

Between stimulus and response there is a space. In that space is our
power to choose our response. In our response lies our growth and
our freedom.

VIKTOR E. FRANKL

Most of the important things in the world have been accomplished
by people who have kept on trying when there seemed to be no hope
at all.

DALE CARNEGIE

GST ON INSURANCE

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

INTEGRATING
CYCLING WITH

PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION

SYSTEMS WILL
MAKE IT A MORE

CONVENIENT
OPTION FOR

SHORTER TRIPS 

Bhagirathi Jena 

Clever Kejriwal

Sir, The selection of  Atishi Marlena Singh as
Delhi’s new chief  minister does not come as a sur-
prise. In fact, any name as chief  minister would
not have turned heads because it is amply evident
that the man holding all the aces is still Arvind
Kejriwal. Since the Delhi Assembly elections are
only a few months away, Kejriwal aims to divert
the excise policy corruption issue by pitch-fork-
ing a party leader, with no real mass base, as the
executive head of  the state. However, Atishi’s
comparatively clean image, administrative ex-
perience and fighting spirit should come in handy
for the AAP supremo who is sure to go the whole
hog to retain power for the party in Delhi. That
way, Kejriwal can intensely focus on the election
campaign with little to answer on a “corrupt chief
minister” holding on to his chair.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

Nightmarish process 

Sir, Income Tax refund is a nightmarish process. There was a time when the
amount used to be refunded to taxpayers when excess payment of  tax was
made without request from taxpayers. Of  course, even now some cases of  tax
refund without request can be found. But instances of  refunds not given for
many years despite huge correspondence with the department have become
common. Excess tax paid used to be refunded within a very reasonable time.
Taxpayers never felt the burden of  approaching the Income Tax office for re-
fund. This was in practice when the ITR were filed manually. The online sub-
mission of  ITR has made the refund of  the amount more complicated.
Rectification requests are not yielding the desired results. Online ITR has been
paving for chartered accountants to make easy money. Delhi High Court has
given a land-mark judgment wherein it has been held that discrepancy in Form
26AS is not the excuse for denial of  tax refund.  The Court has observed that
there is provision for condoning the delay for filing of  ITR under Section 119.
The court has also ruled that refund and review is in line with the constitu-
tional imperatives of  Article 265.  Tax authorities cannot take undue advantage
of  honest mistakes by taxpayers.  

KV Seetharamaiah, BANGALORE
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Anders Fogh
Rasmussen &

Andriy Yermak

To promote peace,
Ukraine’s allies

must make Putin
understand that he
cannot dictate the

terms of how the
war will end 

1783: The Montgolfier brothers sent aloft a balloon with a rooster, a duck,
and a sheep aboard, rapidly advancing French aeronautics.

1796: George Washington's Farewell Address published. In his Farewell
Address, printed in a Philadelphia newspaper on this day in 1796, George
Washington, the first U.S. president, implored his country to maintain
neutrality and avoid entangling alliances with Europe.

1944: The Moscow Armistice ends the Continuation War. The peace treaty
was signed between the Soviet Union, United Kingdom, and Finland. It put an
end to the conflict between the USSR and Finland between 1941 and 1944.

1955: President Juan Perón of Argentina was overthrown and fled to
Paraguay after an army-navy revolt led by democratically inspired officers.

Cycling towards a sustainable future

Achieving Peace 

SPECTRUM ENVIRONMENT
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ASI begins Ratna
Bhandar inspection
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AFFIDAVIT
By the virtue of  an
affidavit dated 18.09.24
before the Court of
Executive Magistrate,
BBSR, I Monalisha
Mohanty residing at LIG
1/6, Arya Vihar,
Sailashree Vihar, BBSR
declare that Monalisha
Padhihari & Monalisha
Mohanty is one & same
person.

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 18: The
Odisha Assembly of  Small and
Medium Enterprises (OASME),
in collaboration with Futurex,
will organise international expos
‘Propack Odisha-2024’ and ‘Odisha
Plast-2024’ from November 21 to
24,  the  association said
Wednesday. The event will be
jointly supported by Ministry of
MSME, Government of  India
and state MSME department.

The announcement in this re-
gard was made here in the pres-
ence of  OASME secretary general
Satwik Swain, Futurex director
Namit Gupta and Mechatronics
Machinery & Tools India man-
aging director SS Chauhan.

The third edition of  the four-
day long expos will focus on plas-
tics, printing, packaging, con-
verting, and food processing
industries. 

“Odisha Plast and Odisha
Propack is a technology-oriented

and innovation-driven trade fair
that provides a launch pad for
businesses to showcase their
products, discover innovations,
and network with new distrib-
utors, retailers, and exporters,”
said Swain. 

He added that it will be one
of  the largest events in eastern
India providing significant net-
working opportunities for busi-
nesses. Gupta said, “We are ex-
pecting more than 250
participants from Odisha, India,
and globally renowned companies
to showcase their innovations.” 

“The platform will showcase
new business and networking
opportunities for MSMEs, help-
ing create markets and business
channels for exhibitors and vis-
itors alike,” Chauhan said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Sept 18: The
state government Wednesday ex-
pedited rescue and relief  oper-
ation in Balasore district as the
flood situation continued to re-
main grim, prompting the ad-
ministration to evacuate over
11,000 people to safety.

Chief  Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi, who undertook an aerial
survey of  the flood-affected areas
in the district, directed the au-
thorities concerned to ensure
the rescue of  people living in
villages marooned due to the
flood in Subarnarekha River fol-
lowing deep depression-induced
heavy rain in northern Odisha
and upper catchment areas of
the river.

After taking an aerial survey
of  worst-affected Baliapal,
Jaleswar and Bhograi blocks,
the chief  minister told reporters,
“One team of  NDRF, three teams
of  ODRAF and eight teams of
fire service personnel have been
deployed in the rescue and relief
operations in the affected areas.”

He also asked the district ad-
ministration to speed up the
rescue and relief  efforts, as peo-
ple are still marooned in sev-
eral villages.

The overflowing
Subarnarekha, Budhabalang
and Jalaka rivers led to flood-
ing in the district following heavy
rainfall in the wake of  a deep
depression over Bay of  Bengal.

“There has been no report of
any human casualty thus far,” he
said. Majhi said at least six blocks
and about 8,000 hectares of  agri-
cultural field have been affected
by the flood.

Stating that the Odisha gov-

ernment is taking steps to con-
trol flooding in Balasore district,
Majhi asked the engineer-in-
chief  (EIC)  of  the  Water
Resources Department to pre-
pare a roadmap for a permanent
solution.

Meanwhile, sources in the
Water Resources Department
said that Subarnarekha was flow-
ing above the danger mark at
Rajghat. “The state government
has opened 51 free kitchens and
the people evacuated have been
provided with cooked food,” an
official said.

Similarly, 1,603 people were
evacuated in neighbouring
Mayurbhanj district as floodwa-
ter entered 101 villages. Low-in-
tensity flooding was also reported
in Keonjhar and Sundargarh dis-
tricts, the official said.

AT LEAST SIX BLOCKS AND
ABOUT 8,000-HECTARE OF

AGRICULTURAL FIELD HAVE
BEEN AFFECTED IN THE FLOOD

ONE NDRF, THREE ODRAF AND
EIGHT FIRE SERVICES TEAMS

HAVE BEEN DEPLOYED 

SOA’s 32 researchers in
Stanford Univ’s top 2% list 

Propack Odisha, Odisha
Plast to be held in City

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Sept 18: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Wednesday said his government
is committed to opening a med-
ical college in each of  the dis-
tricts and filling up vacant posts
of  doctors on a priority basis.

Addressing the annual con-
ference of  Odisha Medical
Service Association (OMSA) in
Balasore, Majhi called upon the
doctors to work with dedication
and upkeep the faith of  people
in the medical fraternity.

While accusing the previous
BJD government of  neglecting
the health sector, the Chief

Minister said that of  the 15,774
sanctioned posts of  doctors, as
many as 5,765 have remained
vacant for a long time.

He said that the previous gov-
ernment had appointed 443 doc-
tors on ad hoc and contractual
basis.

“Our government’s priority is
to fill up all the vacant posts
soon and upgrade medical serv-
ices in the state. Apart from doc-
tors, there is also a big role of
nurses in providing treatment
to the people,” the Chief  Minister
said.

“We will establish a medical
college in each district soon,” he
said. The CM said his govern-

ment has increased the Health
department’s allocation by 32
per cent in the 2024-25 fiscal.

“The government is commit-
ted to providing quality health-
care to all. We are all set to im-

plement Ayushman Bharat
scheme, the benefits of  which
were denied to the people of
Odisha due to politics,” he said.

Majhi claimed that the pre-
vious BJD government had not
implemented the Ayushman
Bharat scheme fearing that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
would get credit for it.

On demands of  the OMSA,
the Chief  Minister said that
doctors’ incentives and hous-
ing problems will be sorted out
soon.

He also assured the doctors 
of  ensuring a safe environment
where  they  can  work  
without fear.

Med colleges in all districts soon: CM

PNN & AGENCIES

Puri, Sept 18: Experts and sci-
entists of  the Archaeological
Survey of  India (ASI) carried
out a preliminary inspection of
Srimandir Ratna Bhandar (trea-
sury) here, Wednesday.

The team, including 17 tech-
nical members, also conducted a
laser scanning of  the structure,
they said. The temple authori-
ties had earlier urged the ASI to
initiate scanning and geophysi-
cal investigation of  the Ratna
Bhandar before undertaking its
repair and renovation work.

The exercise took place from 2
pm to 5 pm. The ASI team, led by
its ADG Janhwij Sharma, also
comprises experts from the
Hyderabad-based CSIR-National
Geophysical Research Institute
(CSIR-NGRI). “Today, we con-
ducted laser scanning. The NGRI
team will visit again and conduct
the ground-penetrating survey.
This will help in conservation
and repair work of  the Ratna
Bhandar,” Sharma said.

SJTA chief  administrator
Arabinda Padhee told reporters
that the first day of  the inspec-
tion work was over. The team
conducted a detailed assessment
using laser scanners for docu-

mentation and other informa-
tion required for taking up the
repair work, Padhee said.

He said the ground penetrating
radar (GPR) survey will be done
at a later date. “After getting reports
from ASI, SJTA will place it before
the government. The repair work
will begin only after completion of
the inspection,” he said.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar,  Se pt  18 :
Fo l l ow i n g  t h e  Ko l k at a  
rape-murder incident, the state
government Wednesday for-
mulated a policy to ensure a
safe workplace environment
for doctors, students and all
medical personnel in health-
care facilities and health 
education institutions.

According to a notification is-
sued by the state Health and
Family Welfare department, any
incident of  violence against med-
ical students should be promptly
investigated by the college man-
agement and an FIR should be
lodged with the police within
six hours by the head of  the in-
stitution.

The superintendent of  police
(SP) of  the district concerned
has to take immediate and ap-
propriate action as per law
against the miscreants, it said.

The detailed action taken re-
port of  such an incident of  vio-
lence should invariably be sent
to the National Medical com-
mission (NMC) within 48 hours
of  the incident, it said.

The healthcare institutions
have been asked to deploy se-
curity guards in all OPDs and out-
side wards 24/7. As far as pos-
sible, both male and female
security guards must be posted.

The healthcare institutions

will provide ID cards and dress
codes to all employees, wherever
applicable.

Visitors pass system would be
made mandatory for indoor pa-
tients. Only two entry passes
are to be issued per patient, for
attending the patient during
official visiting hours and the
attendants entering the ward
should be frisked by the inter-
nal security guards to check
for possession of  any dangerous
or objectionable items, the 
notification said.

The government asked the
head of  the institutions to in-
stall CCTV cameras at strate-
gic locations in the hospitals for
monitoring the activities in the
hospital.

CCTVs should be installed
outside all hostels’ main gates,
roads, roundabouts, stairwells,
other strategic points on campus
and on each floor of  the hostels,
it said.

Besides, a control room will be
set up in each institution for se-
curity personnel to keep 24/7
watch on CCTV footage, which
must have at least three months
of  backup.

The policy also said that a po-
lice outpost may be established
within the premises of  all gov-
ernment medical colleges and
hospitals, with posting of  at least
one female police staff  on duty
at all times.

Konark: Sand removal
progress inspected

Asix-member team of ASI, led by its
ADG Janhwij Sharma, inspected the

progress made in removing sand from
the Jagamohan of Sun Temple at Konark,
Wednesday. The structure was filled
with sand in 1903 and sealed by the then
British administration to protect it from
collapsing, according to official records.
“Konark Sun Temple is a world heritage
site, and we conduct inspections from
time to time. It was a regular inspection
today,” Sharma said. Though the struc-
ture remained intact, the ASI during one
such inspection had found that sand fill-
ing had reduced, leaving a vacuum at
the top. An endoscopy study carried out
by CBRI found the sand filling settled by
around 12.5-ft and some stones had dis-
lodged. The ASI then engaged a compa-
ny, which after a brief pause, resumed
the work in August 2023 with a target to
complete it in three years.

Flood situation in Balasore
grim; over 11,000 evacuated

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 18: As
many as 32 researchers of  Siksha
‘O’ Anusandhan (SOA) Deemed
to be University here have been
named in the list of  world’s top
two per cent scientists for 2024
by the prestigious Stanford
University of  USA.

The university had 22 of  its sci-
entists in Stanford’s 2023 list of
which 20 have found place in
the latest list.

The SOA list includes 14 re-
searchers drawn from different
disciplines of  engineering who
are working in the Institute of
Technical  Education and
Research (ITER), SOA’s faculty
of  engineering and technology,
while 11 have been picked from
six of  the 19 research centers
set up by the university.

Five of  the scientists are from

the Centre for Nano Sciences and
Nano Technology (CNSNT) while
two are from the Bio-fuels and Bio-
processing Research Centre. One
researcher each has been cho-
sen from the Center for Industrial
Biotechnolgy Research (CIBR),
Multi-Disciplinary Research Cell
(MDRC), Centre for Internet of
Things (CIOT) and Center of
Excellence in Theoretical and
Mathematical Sciences (CETMS). 

Among the researchers named
in the list are Pradipta Kumar

Dash,  Director  of  Mult i -
Disciplinary Research Cell, and
Ashok Kumar Mahapatra, emi-
nent neurosurgeon, both of
whom are  for mer Vice -
Chancellors of  the university.

The list includes Kulamani
Parida, Director of  CNSNT, Lala
Behari Sukla, Director of  Bio-fuels
Bio-processing Research Centre,
Hrudaynath Thatoi, Director of
Centre for Industrial Biotechnolgy
Research and Sanghamitra Nayak,
Director of Centre for Biotechnology.

Sri Sri University
hosts hackathon
POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Sept 18:  Students
from diverse fields such as CSCD,
AIML and Data Science (DS)
participated in a hackathon or-
ganised by Sri Sri University
here Wednesday.

The event started with an
opening ceremony, where uni-
versity officials and industry
experts encouraged students to
think outside the box and em-
brace the spirit of  innovation. 

Teams were tasked with pre-
senting their ‘problem state-
ments’ across a range of  critical
categories, including education,
sustainability and technology. 

The participants demon-
strated determination and cre-
ativity as they worked tirelessly
to refine their ideas and de-
velop solutions. 

A panel of  judges including
Gopinath Palai, Deepak Sahu,
Gyana Ranjan Panigrahi and
Suvendu Nayak evaluated the
efforts of  various teams partic-
ipated in the event based on their
creativity, functionality, potential
impact and overall execution.

The coordinator and SPOC
of  SIH-2024 Satyajit Pattnaik
played a pivotal role in ensuring
the smooth execution of  the
event .  Both Pattnaik and
Pradipta Mishra guided stu-
dents throughout the hackathon,
helping them identify impactful
problem areas for their inno-
vative solutions.

RSC holds STEM 
exhibition to mark
36th anniv day 
Bhubaneswar: As part of its week-long
celebrations to mark the 36th anniversary
day, Regional Science Centre (RSC),
Bhubaneswar organised a Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) exhibition here
Wednesday. Superintendent of Odisha
State Museum Bhagyalipi Malla, the chief
guest of the event, interacted with stu-
dents who showcased their 3D models on
various issues including science and
technology related challenges with prob-
lem-solving approach. Expressing her
delight to see the positive energy in the
students, Malla encouraged them to con-
tinue their pursuit. A large number of stu-
dents from all over the state are partici-
pating in the events aimed at realising the
national goal of inclusive ‘science educa-
tion for all’ through non-formal mode. The
institute has planned a host of activities
like hands on science workshop, interac-
tive lecture, science quiz contest and
poster and slogan contest among others
till September 23. Institute project coordi-
nator Kapil Jain said, “I am hopeful that
the institution will continue to expand sci-
ence and technology based learning
ecosystem with an inclusive approach to
reach out to every corner of the society.”

Workshop on new pension system for ULB employees 
ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Sept 18: A two-
day workshop on the imple-
mentation of  the new pension sys-
tem (NPS) for the urban local
body (ULB) employees was or-
ganised at the conference hall
of  State Urban Development
Agency (SUDA) here Wednesday. 

Accountants from 40 ULBs in-
cluding five municipal corpora-
tions and 35 municipalities across
the state participated in the event

which was inaugurated by
Municipal Administration di-
rector Debasis Singh.

Speaking on the occasion,
Singh emphasised the impor-
tance of  NPS in ensuring a sus-
tainable and transparent pen-
sion mechanism for  ULB
employees. 

He urged participants to lever-
age the training to address any
challenges in NPS implementa-
tion and to ensure seamless co-
ordination with the Directorate

of  Treasuries and Inspection
(DTI). Financial Advisor Sikha
Biswal spoke on the key aspects
of  the NPS, focusing on the crit-
ical role of  ULB accountants in
managing employee contribu-
tions and ensuring proper fund

management. 
SUDA project  director

Rabindra Kumar Sahu under-
scored the importance of  ca-
pacity building in ULBs for the
smooth operation of  the NPS. 

“Proper training would lead to
better financial management
and accountability, which is cru-
cial for the success of  the pension
system,” he said.

DTI joint director Nishikanta
Mishra held a detailed techni-
cal session on the operational

aspects of  NPS. 
The workshop also featured

interactive Q&A sessions for par-
ticipants seeking clarification
on practical challenges faced
during the NPS implementation. 

The workshop marked an im-
portant milestone in strength-
ening the financial management
capabilities of  ULBs, aligning
with the state’s broader goal of
ensuring efficient governance
and welfare of  municipal em-
ployees. 

Govt comes up with new
policy for safety of docs 
in medical institutions

File photo of protests by the medics at AIIMS-Bhubaneswar 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 18: India has
served a formal notice to Pakistan
seeking a review of  the Indus
Water Treaty, arguing that
“fundamental and unfore-
seen” changes in the cir-
cumstances require a re-
assessment of  the pact.

The notice was issued to Pakistan
August 30 under Article XII(3) of  the
Indus Water Treaty (IWT), gov-
ernment sources said Wednesday.
India and Pakistan signed the IWT
September 19, 1960 after nine years
of  negotiations, with the World
Bank being a signatory to the pact,
which sets out a mechanism for
cooperation and information ex-
change between the two sides on the
use of  the waters of  a number of

cross-border rivers.
India’s notification high-

lights fundamental and unfore-
seen changes in circumstances
that require a reassessment of
obligations under various arti-
cles of  the treaty, the sources said.

Among various concerns, the
important ones include a change
in population demographics, en-
vironmental issues and the need
to accelerate the development of
clean energy to meet India’s emis-
sion targets, they said. India has

also cited the impact of  persistent
cross-border terrorism as one of  the
reasons for demanding the review.

“The notification was issued
in the background of  a separate
prolonged controversy with re-
spect to the Kishanganga and
Ratle hydro projects,” a source
said. “In this regard, the World
Bank has simultaneously acti-
vated both the neutral-expert
mechanism and the Court of
Arbitration on the same set of  is-
sues,” the source added.
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This kind of water discharge had
never happened before. DVC has
released 3.5 lakh cusecs of
water. I have talked with DVC
officials and the Jharkhand 
chief minister. But of no avail
MAMATA BANERJEE | CM, WEST BENGAL

Riyad Mathew, chief associate editor and
director of the Malayala Manorama Group, has
been unanimously elected as the chairman of
the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) for
2024-25, the organisation said Wednesday.
Mathew is also a director on the board of the
Press Trust of India (PTI) since August 2009 

RIYAD MATHEW ELECTED CHAIRMAN
OF AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS

national
The
government
should get an

award for being
bogus and cunning.
You could not
schedule the
Maharashtra and Haryana polls
together. You could not hold Mumbai
civic body polls. Can't people see
through this (plan)?

ARVIND SAWANT | SENA (UBT) SPOKESPERSON

of the
day uote 

CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma
wants to

confuse people of
Assam to sail
through the 2026
assembly polls.
Corruption by his family is a big
issue in people's minds. 
He has raised the Assam 
Accord topic just to divert public
attention from his family

BHUPEN KUMAR BORAH | CONGRESS

PRESIDENT, ASSAM

Fulfill our
demands in the
next four days,

otherwise you will
have to face serious
repercussions in the
elections....Marathas
will not forgive you

MANOJ JARANGE | ACTIVIST

Kerala reports 2nd
monkeypox case
Malappuram (Kerala): Kerala
reported a confirmed case of
monkeypox (Mpox)
Wednesday, marking the
second known such case of
infection in the country
following the recent global
outbreak of the disease. Last
week, a new case of
monkeypox (Mpox) emerged in
the national capital when a 26-
year-old resident from Hisar,
Haryana, tested positive for the
virus and was admitted to the
LNJP Hospital, a government
facility in Delhi. According to
the Kerala Health Department,
a 38-year-old man from
Malappuram district, who had
recently returned from the
United Arab Emirates, tested
positive for the virus. He had
been hospitalised with
symptoms consistent with
monkeypox, Kerala Health
Minister Veena George 
said in a statement.

Maha CM launches
cleanliness drive
Thane: Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde has
called for making Thane
plastic-free as he launched a
cleanliness campaign being
implemented by the city
municipal corporation.
Speaking to reporters
Tuesday night, Shinde
emphasised the vital link
between cleanliness and
health. He also offered a
pledge of maintaining
cleanliness to citizens.
Officials distributed saplings
and compost to promote the
‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’
initiative. The ‘Swachhata Hi
Seva’ campaign will be
implemented till October 2,
featuring public awareness
activities, cleanliness drives,
and dedicated selfie points
highlighting themes such as
‘Swachhata Karma’ and
‘Green Thane’, the Thane
Municipal Corporation stated. 

History sheeter
shot dead in TN 
Chennai: A history sheeter,
with over 50 serious criminal
cases against him, was
Wednesday shot dead after he
opened fire at them to resist
arrest, police said. The
accused, ‘Kakkathoppu’ Balaji,
in his late forties, was an
absconder and evading arrest
for quite some time. Based on
a tip-off about his hideout,
when a police party inspected
an area at Vyasarpadi in busy
north Chennai, he was
spotted. At the same time, the
accused, having noticed the
police team, opened fire at
them and in an act of self-
defence, they had to return
fire, in which he died, an
official said. 
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India serves notice to Pakistan Cabinet agrees to continue PM-AASHA scheme
New Delhi: The government has approved continuation of the PM-AASHA scheme, with an outlay of `35,000 crore, to provide
better prices to farmers and also control price volatility of essential commodities for consumers. “The Union Cabinet, chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved the continuation of schemes of Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay SanraksHan
Abhiyan (PM-AASHA) to provide remunerative prices to farmers and to control price volatility of essential commodities for
consumers,” an official statement said. The total financial outgo will be `35,000 crore during the 15th Finance Commission
Cycle up to 2025-26, it added. The government has converged the Price Support Scheme (PSS) and Price Stabilization Fund
(PSF) schemes in PM-AASHA to serve the farmers and consumers more efficiently. PM-AASHA will now have the components
of Price Support Scheme (PSS), Price Stabilization Fund (PSF), Price Deficit Payment Scheme (POPS) and Market Intervention
Scheme (MIS). PM-AASHA is an umbrella scheme to ensure MSP (minimum support price) to farmers. Under the PSS, the pro-
curement of notified pulses, oilseeds and copra at MSP will be 25 per cent of national production from 2024-25 season
onwards. This would enable states to procure more of these crops at MSP from farmers to prevent distress sale.

Plan for improving socio-economic conditions of tribals approved
New Delhi: The Cabinet Wednesday approved the Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan, with a budget of `79,156
crore, to improve the socio-economic conditions of tribal communities across the country. The programme aims to provide all
government benefits to five crore tribal families in 63,000 tribal-majority villages. It will cover 549 districts and 2,740 blocks in
30 states and Union territories, according to an official statement. “We are committed to the upliftment of tribal communities
across the country and their social and economic development. Taking a major initiative in this direction, we have approved
the Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan. This will benefit more than five crore tribal brothers and sisters,” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi posted on X. The Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan aims to address “critical gaps in
social infrastructure, health, education, and livelihood” through several schemes to ensure holistic and sustainable develop-
ment of tribal areas and communities, based on the learnings and successes of PMJANMAN (Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi
Nyaya Maha Abhiyan), the statement added. The Abhiyan involves 25 interventions to be implemented by 17 line ministries.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 18: Ahead of
the Haryana Assembly polls,
the Congress Wednesday an-
nounced seven guarantees, in-
cluding the promises of  a legal
guarantee for MSP and a caste
survey, if  voted to power.

T h e  g u a r a n t e e s  w e r e
launched in the presence of
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge, Haryana Congress
chief  Udai Bhan, former chief
minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, and AICC senior ob-
servers for the Haryana polls
Ashok Gehlot, Ajay Maken and
Partap Singh Bajwa.

The other guarantees include
empower ment  of  women,
strengthening social security,
secure future for the youth, wel-
fare of  families and houses for
the poor. Addressing the media,
Kharge said, “We will imple-
ment these guarantees and that
is why we have named it ‘Saat
Vaade, Pakke Irade’.” Under the
rubric ‘empowerment of  women’,
the Congress promised gas cylin-
ders for ̀ 500 and monthly ̀ 2,000
to every woman between 18-60
years. To strengthen social se-
curity, the party promised a
`6,000 per month pension for the
elderly, disabled, and widows,
and reinstating the old pension
scheme.

The party also promised to
provide 300 units of  free elec-
tricity and free medical treat-
ment of  up to `25 lakh.

Under farmers’ welfare, the
Congress promised a legal guar-
antee for minimum support price
(MSP). It also assured a caste
survey and the limit of  creamy
layer be increased from ̀ 6 lakh
to `10 lakh.

Voting for the 90-member
Assembly will take place October
5 while the counting of  votes
will be done October 8.

HARYANA POLLS

Cong announces
7 guarantees

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar/Jammu, Sept 18:
About 59 per cent of  the elec-
torate in Jammu and Kashmir
turned out to vote Wednesday,
giving a thumbs up to the union
territory’s first Assembly elec-
tion since the abrogation of
Article 370 in 2019 with round
one going off  without incident.

Chief  Electoral Officer PK Pole
said this is the highest voter
turnout in the past seven Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir. The figures
might go up after the final reports
are received from the remote pock-
ets and postal ballots, he said.

Voting began at 7 am and pro-
ceeded steadily through the day.
Men and women, the young and
old, some too frail to walk and

others patiently waiting their
turn, queued up outside polling
booths across Kashmir Valley
and Jammu.

Of  the 90 seats, 24 voted in the
first phase -- 16 in the Kashmir
Valley and eight in the Jammu
region. Over 2.3 million voters
were eligible to cast the ballot to
determine the fate of  219 can-
didates,  including 90
Independents. At 9 am, two hours
after polling began, the turnout
was 11.11 per cent. At 1 pm, it was
26.72 per cent. At 3 pm, 50.65 per
cent of  the voters had turned
up. And by 5 pm, the number
had inched up to 58.19 per cent.

After the polling ended at 6
pm, Chief  Electoral Officer PK

Pole said that tentatively the
overall voter turnout was about
59 percent -- the highest in the
past seven Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections.

The elections to the 90-mem-
ber Assembly are the first since
Article 370 granting special sta-
tus to Jammu and Kashmir was
abrogated in August 2019 and
the state was downgraded into
the union territories of  Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ladakh.

Security forces fanned out to
ensure that there was no trouble.
The day was largely without in-
cident except for reports of
clashes between political work-
ers in some areas of  Bijbehara
and DH Pora.

Phase 1 of J&K polls 
passes off peacefully
Of the 90 seats, 24 voted
in the first phase -- 16 in
the Kashmir Valley and
eight in Jammu region

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 18: In a boost
to the space programme, the
government Wednesday ap-
proved the Chandrayaan-4 mis-
sion to bring back moon rocks to
earth, to send a spacecraft to
orbit planet Venus and to ex-
pand the Gaganyaan project to
build an Indian space station.

The Union Cabinet, at a meet-
ing chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, also approved a
proposal of  the Department of
Space to build a Next Generation
Launch Vehicle capable of  plac-
ing heavier payload in orbits,
which could also be key to achiev-
ing the targets of  setting up a
space station and landing an
Indian astronaut on the moon.

“Great news for the space sec-

tor! The Union Cabinet has ap-
proved the first step towards the
Bharatiya Antariksh Station
(BAS), expanding the Gaganyaan
programme,” Modi said in a post
on X.

“This landmark decision
brings us closer to a self-sus-
tained space station by 2035 and
a crewed lunar mission by 2040,”
the prime minister said.

Briefing reporters about the
cabinet decisions, Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that
the government has allocated
`2,104 crore for the Chandrayaan-
4 mission.

The Chandrayaan-4 will in-
volve multiple launches, and the
premier space agency is set to per-
form a space docking experi-
ment later this year to develop

its capabilities for the challenging
endeavour.

The Cabinet approved `1,236
crore for the Venus Orbiter
Mission (VOM), which is ex-

pected to be launched sometime
in March 2028.

The VOM will be India’s sec-
ond interplanetary mission after
the Mars Orbiter Mission that
was launched November 5, 2013,
and entered the Martian orbit
September 24, 2014.

The Venus mission will study
the surface topography of  the
planet, Venusian dust and clouds,
lightning, volcanic activity, at-

mosphere, ionosphere, solar forc-
ing and the Sun-Venus interaction.

The Cabinet also approved a
proposal to expand the scope of
the Gaganyaan programme to
build the first unit of  the
Bharatiya Anatriksh Station.

The approval includes mis-
sions to demonstrate and validate
various technologies for build-
ing and operating BAS.

Now the human spaceflight
program of  technology devel-
opment and demonstration is
through eight missions to be
completed by December 2028 by
launching the first unit of  BAS-
1,” an official statement said.

The cabinet also approved an ad-
ditional funding of  ̀ 11,170 crore
to the Gaganyaan Programme,
which already has a sanctioned
budget of  `9,023 crore.

CHANDRAYAAN-4, VENUS MISSION GET GOVT NOD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 18: Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
Wednesday launched the NPS
Vatsalya scheme, which will
allow parents to save for their
children’s future by investing in
a pension account.

Parents can subscribe to NPS
Vatsalya online or visiting a
bank or post office. The mini-
mum contribution to open
Vatsalya account is `1,000.
Subscribers will have to con-
tribute `1,000 annually there-
after.The guidelines for with-
drawal from NPS accounts are
being finalised.

Launching the  scheme,
Sitharaman said NPS has gen-
erated very competitive returns
and offers the option to people
to save while ensuring future
income. NPS Vatsalya is an ex-
tension of  the already exist-
ing NPS to children. In the last
10 years, NPS has 1.86 crore
subscribers with an Asset
Under Management (AUM) of
`13 lakh crore.

Children below the age of  18
years can open NPS Vatsalya
account, which will automati-
cally get converted to regular

NPS account on completion of  18
years of  age. Pension will come
from the account only upon at-
tainment of  60 years of  age.

NPS has generated 14 per cent,
9.1 per cent, and 8.8 per cent re-
turns for investments in equity,
corporate debt and G-Secs, re-
spectively, Sitharaman said.

NPS Vatsalya was announced
in the FY25 Budget presented
in July. Many lenders, includ-
ing ICICI Bank and Axis Bank,
have joined hands with the
PFRDA to launch National
Pension Scheme (NPS) - Vatsalya.
ICICI Bank inaugurated the
scheme’s commencement in
Mumbai at its service centre by
registering a few children's ac-
counts under NPS Vatsalya.

F i n a n c i a l  S e r v i c e s
Secretary Nagaraju Maddirala
said the government will be
receptive of  subscriber feed-
back and improve pension
scheme accordingly.

Sitharaman launches 
NPS Vatsalya scheme

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 18: The entire
1,643 km porous India-Myanmar
border, known for the smug-
gling of  arms, ammunition and
narcotics, will be fenced at a
cost of  `31,000 crore, sources
said Wednesday.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah Tuesday said fencing work
had been completed in 30 km of
the border, which he termed the
root cause of  the ethnic vio-
lence in Manipur.

The Cabinet Committee on
Security has, in principle, ap-
proved the construction of  bor-
der fencing and roads along the

1,643-km international border
between India and Myanmar at
an  ap p roximate  cost  o f  
`31,000 crore, sources said.

About 10 km of  fencing has al-
ready been completed near
Moreh and work is underway
to fence another 21 km of  the bor-
der in other areas of  Manipur.

The India-Myanmar border
passes  through Manipur,
Mizoram ,  Na g al and  and
Arunachal Pradesh.

The Central government has
already scrapped the the India-
Myanmar Free Movement
Regime (FMR), which allows
people residing close to the bor-
der to venture 16 km into each

other’s territory without any
documents. It was implemented
in 2018 as part of  India’s Act

East policy. Home Minister Shah
has been regularly reviewing
the security situation in Manipur

and necessary actions are being
ensured, the sources said.

Two battalions of  the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
have already been deployed in
Manipur. In addition, around
200 companies (about 100 per-
sonnel in one company) of  cen-
tral police forces were deployed
in the restive states.

The Manipur government has
started using 25 mobile vans as
shops to provide essential com-
modities at fair prices to the

general public. These shops on
wheels are operating in all dis-
tricts of  Manipur, sources said.

As a new initiative,  the
Kendriya  Pol ice  Kalyan
Bhandars (KPKB, police can-
teens) have been opened from
Tuesday to provide essential
commodities to the people of
Manipur at fair prices, they said.

In addition to the 21 existing
such police canteens, 16 new
stores are being opened. Of  the
16 new police canteens, eight
will be in the valley districts of
Manipur, and the remaining
eight in hilly areas.

Ethnic violence started in
Manipur May 3 last year after a
tribal solidarity march in the
hill districts of  the state to protest
against the majority Meitei com-
munity’s demand for Scheduled
Tribe status.

Since then, over 220 people
belonging to both the Kuki and
Meitei communities and security
personnel have been killed in
the continuing violence.

As a new initiative, the
Kendriya Police Kalyan
Bhandars (KPKB, police

canteens) have 
been opened from
Tuesday to provide

essential commodities to
the people of Manipur 

at fair prices

UNION HOME MINISTER AMIT SHAH SAID 
FENCING WORK HAD BEEN COMPLETED IN 30
KM OF THE BORDER, WHICH HE TERMED THE

ROOT CAUSE OF THE ETHNIC 
VIOLENCE IN MANIPUR

`31,000cr to fence 1,643 km India-Myanmar border

The Cabinet also
approved a proposal to
expand the scope of the
Gaganyaan programme
to build the first unit of
the Bharatiya 
Anatriksh Station

MANIPUR ETHNIC
VIOLENCE

Two battalions of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
have already been deployed in Manipur 

The Manipur government has
started using 25 mobile vans as

shops to provide essential
commodities at fair prices to the

general public

In addition, around 200
companies (about 100 personnel
in one company) of central police
forces were deployed in the
restive states

INDUS 
WATER TREATY

REVIEW
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POLITICKLE by MANJUL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhawanipatna, Sept 18: A
forester was found hanging
in his government quarters
located here in Kalahandi
district  Wednesday 
morning. 

The deceased forester iden-
tified as Sanjay Nayak, 33, a
native of  Shundisahi in
Rayagada district, was serv-
ing  at  the  High-Tech
Silviculture Nursery at
Jaring in Junagarh block.
He also held the additional re-
sponsibility of  the Range
Officer in-charge of  the
Si lviculture  Of f ice  in
Bhawanipatna. It was learnt
that he was transferred to
Bolangir district three 
days back. 

Upon receiving informa-
tion, Bhawanipatna Town
police arrived at the scene,
seized the body, and sent it to
the local hospital for post-
mortem. After the procedure,
the body was handed over

to the family members.
Meanwhile, the deceased

forester’s brother Rabi
Narayan has lodged a writ-
ten complaint at the Town
police station here leveling
charges of  mental harass-
ment against Debendra
Behera, the Divisional Forest
Officer (Research Wing) of
Rayagada, and holding him
responsible  for  his  
brother’s death. 

According to the com-
plaint, Behera constantly ha-
rassed Sanjay and demanded
bribes, threatening Nayak
of  suspension or dismissal if
his demands were not met. A
suicide note which was found
near the deceased’s body also
indicated the same. Rabi
Narayan in his complaint
alleged that Behera was the
culprit behind Sanjay’s sui-
cide and urged the police ad-
ministration to take appro-
priate action against him.

Meanwhile, Kalahandi SP
Abhilash G has reportedly di-
rected the Town PS IIC to in-
vestigate the matter and take
action a g ainst  the  
guilty party. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Khajuripada, Sept 18: Despite schools
being declared as punishment-free zones
across the state, two 5-year-old kids study-
ing at Chhandurupadar Government
Primary School under this block in
Kandhamal district Wednesday sustained
critical injuries after they were allegedly
beaten up by a woman teacher with sticks
over trivial mistakes. 

The victim children were identified as
Shankar Kanhar, son of  Ranjan Kanhar,
and Kiran Jani, son of  Chitrasen Jani;
both are aged five and students of  Class I
in the school. The accused teacher was
identified as Kumudini Kanhar. 

Sources said the primary school has a
total of  16 students on its rolls and two teach-
ers including the accused to teach 
the students. 

The incident occurred when the two
kids committed some trivial mistake.
Enraged, Kumudini allegedly called the two
kids and brutally beat them up with a
stick resulting in injuries, Shankar’s grand-
mother Anita Kanhar and grandfather
Yudhisthir Kanhar alleged. 

When contacted, headmaster Jayant
Dehuri said the incident occurred when
he had been to the office of  the Block
Education Officer (BEO) over some work
at around 3.30pm. He however, expressed
his regret for the incident.

BEO Binod Bihari Digal said that he has
ordered for a probe which is underway. Cluster
Resources Centre Coordinator (CRCC)
Swarnalata Moharana said that after com-
pletion of  the probe, a report will be sub-
mitted to the BEO who will take a call on the
issue. Locals have demanded stringent action
against the accused teacher.

This incident once again has brought to
light the atrocities being perpetrated by
teachers and forced the parents and the
teachers alike to rethink the problem of  cor-
poral punishment in schools.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, Sept 18: Ganjam
district has topped the state in
adoption of  tuberculosis (TB)
patients under the ‘Pradhan
Mantri TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan’, the health of-
ficials here claimed.

The Health adminis-
tration felicitated some of
the Ni-kshay Mitra (donors) at
a meeting held Tuesday.

Any individual, institution,
non-governmental organisation
(NGO), cooperative society,
elected representative, political
party and partner can become Ni-
kshay Mitra (donor).

They can adopt blocks, dis-
tricts or even an individual TB
patient, and provide nutritional
and treatment support to the pa-
tients, the officials said.

As many as 540 individuals
and organisations in the Ganjam
district have adopted all 3,779
TB patients under the scheme
and the district stood first in
the state in adopting TB patients,

the district
TB officer,
Abani
Kumar
Patra, said.

The scheme aims to eradicate
TB in the country and provides
free diet/nutrition to such pa-
tients.

It was launched by the Centre
in September 2022. The meeting
was held to felicitate the Ni-
kshay Mitras and to create aware-
ness about the scheme to mark
the second year of  the scheme on
the occasion of  the birthday of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the Chief  District Medical Officer,

SK Padhy, said.
He urged people to come for-

ward and adopt the patients by
providing them with nutritional
foods.

Bideshi Jena, the programme
coordinator, said that as a part
of  the scheme, there won’t be
any cash provided to the pa-
tients, rather food kits will be pro-
vided monthly.

A diet worth around `700 to 
`800 will be given to a single pa-
tient. It will include 3 kg cereals
and millets, 1.5 kg pulse, 1 kg
milk powder and 250 grams of
vegetable and cooking oil per
month, he said.

Apart from this, if  anybody is
willing, they can be provided
non-vegetarian food as well. One
can adopt a patient to provide nu-
tritional food from six months to
three years, he added.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Sept 18: Forest department officials
Wednesday tranquilised and fixed a GPS-enabled radio
collar on an elephant which had been running amok
in areas under Bonai Forest Division for the last five
years and claimed the lives of  at least 15 people
during the period. Besides, the pachyderm had
caused enormous damage to properties and crops
making the locals’ lives miserable.

“The elephant was tranquilised near the Jamdihi
section under Koira forest range of  Bonai Forest
Division and the process of  attaching the radio col-
lar began at around 4am Wednesday morning,” in-
formed Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) Lalit Patra.
Units of  Bonai Forest Division, consisting of  Koira,
Bonai, Tamra, Jarda and Sole ranges, were engaged
for the purpose, the top Forest official informed.

The DFO informed that the entire process was car-
ried out in the presence and guidance of  Principal
Chief  Conservator of  Forest (PCCF), Wildlife and
Chief  Wild Life Warden (CWLW) Susanta Nanda. 

Besides, the Regional Chief  Conservator of
Forest (RCCF) of  Rourkela Circle, the veterinary
units of  Satkosia Wildlife Division, Kapilash
Wildlife Division, Rourkela Forest Division and
RRT team were also present.

“It is our primary duty to avoid human-elephant
conflict and ensure safe passage to the elephants using
various safety measures,” clarified Patra adding
that the solitary elephants especially are aggressive
and cause damage.

The DFO further informed that the radio collar
started providing information once the elephant
became mobile around midday. “Regular track-
ing will help us track the movement of  the elephant
and take necessary action much before it could cause
any damage to human lives and properties in
Koira and Barsuan forest ranges. We will keep a
constant watch on the animal through the sig-
nals,” informed Patra.

Forester found hanging
in government quarters

Ganjam tops in adoption of TB patients

PM TB MUKT
BHARAT ABHIYAN

Forest officials tranquilise,
fix radio collar on elephant

Teacher accused of 
corporal punishment

The primary school has a total of
16 students on its rolls and two
teachers including the accused

to teach the students

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baliguda, Sept 18: Following reports of  diarrhoea
outbreak in Jhiripani panchayat of  Tumudibandha
block under Baliguda subdivision in Kandhamal
district, a medical team took stock of  the situation
Wednesday and stated that the situation in the pan-
chayat is under control. 

Various media outlets reported the death of  two
individuals due to diarrhoea outbreak in the area.
While several villagers have been affected by the
disease, the exact cause of  deaths remains unclear.

Dr Abhishek Nayak, the medical officer of  the
Tumudibandha Community Health Centre, and his
team visited villages under Jhiripani panchayat.
They conducted health check-ups and provided treat-
ment to the residents.

However, he stated that the deaths were not solely
due to diarrhoea and could have been caused by
other factors.

Diarrhoea outbreak: Medical
team takes stock at Jhiripani

The deceased’s brother
has lodged a police
complaint leveling
charges of mental

harassment against a
senior Forest official
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The big thing is
to make sure

that Canadians
understand the choice
they get to make in the
next election. That’s the
work we’re going to
continue to do
JUSTIN TRUDEAU | PM, CANADA

Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe Wednesday
said that the island nation's
bankruptcy is officially due to
end Thursday, remarks aimed
at boosting his re-election
chances on the last day of the
presidential election campaign

SL BANKRUPTCY TO END
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The
incarcerated
former premier

wants to attach
himself not just to
constitutional
amendments but to
everything (that's happening) in
Pakistan as he considers 
himself the centre of everything

KHAWAJA ASIF |
DEFENCE MINISTER, PAKISTAN

of the
day uote 

If I don’t win,
you will have
no auto

industry within two
to three years. You
will not have any
manufacturing
plants. China is going to take over all
of them because of the electric car

DONALD TRUMP | FORMER PRESIDENT, US

I have just
informed the
EU Commission

that I want a
migration opt-out
within Europe for the
Netherlands. We
need to be in charge of our 
own asylum policy again

MARJOLEIN FABER |
MIGRATION MINISTER, THE NETHERLANDS

Russia’s Deputy PM
arrives in Pakistan 
Islamabad: Russia’s Deputy
Prime Minister Alexei
Overchuk Wednesday arrived
in Islamabad on a two-day
visit during which he will
hold talks with Pakistan’s top
leadership and discuss ways
to enhance bilateral ties.
According to the Foreign
Office, a high-level
delegation is also
accompanying the Deputy
Prime Minister during the
visit September 18-19. It said
that Overchuk will hold
meetings with President Asif
Ali Zardari, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the
Deputy Prime
Minister/Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar. The discussions
will centre on boosting
cooperation in various
critical sectors, reflecting the
growing trust and goodwill
between the two nations.

Jordan’s King swears
in new government
Amman: Jordan’s King
Abdullah swore in a
reformist government
Wednesday tasked with
accelerating IMF-backed
reforms and pushing through
political and economic
modernisation crucial to
reversing a decade of
sluggish growth, officials
said. The Harvard-educated
Prime Minister, Jafar Hassan,
headed the monarch’s office
in his last job. Hasan has
proven to be an able
administrator during a long
public career in which he
oversaw economic reforms
as a deputy premier and
during a stint as planning
minister, according to
officials and politicians. 

China to sanction
US companies 
Beijing: China Wednesday
announced sanctions on
American companies selling
arms to the self-ruled island
of Taiwan, which Beijing
claims as its own territory
and threatens to annex by
force. Chinese state media
made the announcement,
citing the Foreign Ministry,
but gave no details on the
companies involved. Taiwan
is awaiting deliveries of F-16
fighter jets, Abrams tanks
and a range of missiles from
the US. China has been
upping its threats to attack
Taiwan, whose 2.3 million
citizens overwhelmingly
favour their current status of
de-facto independence.
Despite their lack of formal
diplomatic ties, the US has
long been a key provider of
armaments and is legally
bound to ensure the island
can defend itself.

SHORT TAKES

international

REUTERS

Brazil, Sept 18: The worst
drought on record has lowered
the water level of  the rivers in
the Amazon basin to historic
lows, in some cases drying up
riverbeds that were previously
navigable waterways.

The Solimoes, one of  the main
tributaries of  the mighty Amazon
River whose waters originate
in the Peruvian Andes, has fallen
to its lowest level on record in
Tabatinga, the Brazilian town
on the border with Colombia.

Downriver in Tefé, a branch
of  the Solimoes has dried up
completely, as seen by Reuters re-
porters who flew over the river
Tuesday.

The nearby Lake Tefé, where
more than 200 freshwater dol-

phins died in last year’s drought,
has also dried up, depriving the
endangered pink mammals of
a favorite habitat.

“We are going through a crit-

ical year,” said Greenpeace
spokesperson Romulo Batista,
pointing to where the riverbed
of  the branch of  the Solimoes had
turned to mounds of  sand. “This

year, several months have broken
last year’s records.”

The second-consecutive year
of  critical drought has parched
much of  Brazil’s vegetation and
caused wildfires across South
American nations, cloaking cities
in clouds of  smoke.

“Climate change is no longer
something to worry about in the
future, 10 or 20 years from now.
It’s here and it’s here with much

more force than we expected,”
Batista added.

The Solimoes in Tabatinga
was measured at 4.25 meters
below average for the first half
of  September.

At Tefé, the river was 2.92 me-
ters below the average level for
the same two weeks last year
and is expected to drop further
to its lowest-ever.

In Manaus, the Amazon’s
largest city, where the Solimoes
joins the Rio Negro to form the
Amazon River proper, the level
of  the Rio Negro is approach-
ing the record low reached in
October last year.

“Last year, we were in this sit-
uation by  October,”  said
Indigenous leader Kambeba.
“This year, the drought has got-
ten worse.”

Worst drought lowers Amazon river levels
The second-consecutive year of critical drought has parched much of Brazil’s vegetation and caused wildfires across South American nations

Climate change is no
longer something to
worry about in the

future, 10 or 20 years from
now. It’s here and it’s here
with much more force than
we expected
ROMULO BATISTA | GREENPEACE
SPOKESPERSON

PORTUGAL DECLARES STATE OF CALAMITY 

LISBON: More than 100 wildfires stretched thousands of  firefighters to the limit in northern Portugal
on Wednesday, with seven deaths since the worst spate of  fires in recent years spread out of  control
over the weekend. Portuguese Prime Minister Luís Montenegro declared a state of  calamity for the
hardest-hit areas late on Tuesday, invoking powers to mobilise more firefighters and civil servants.
He also called on police investigators to redouble their efforts to find those who started the fires and
pledged help for those who have lost their homes or have been evacuated. “We are well aware that these
difficult hours are not over yet,” Montenegro told the nation in a televised address. “We have to con-
tinue to give everything we have and ask for help from our partners and friends so that we can rein-
force the protection of  our people and property.” The hot, dry conditions behind the outbreaks in Portugal
coincided this week with flooding in central Europe. The European Union said Wednesday that the
juxtaposed extreme weather phenomena are proof  of  a “climate breakdown”.

UNGA supports Palestinian resolution
UNITED NATIONS: The UN General Assembly strongly supported a
nonbinding Palestinian resolution Wednesday demanding that
Israel end its “unlawful presence” in Gaza and the occupied West
Bank within a year. The vote in the 193-member world body was
124-14, with 43 abstentions. Among those in opposition was the
United States, Israel’s closest ally. The resolution was adopted as
Israel’s war against Hamas in Gaza approaches its first
anniversary and as violence in the West Bank reaches new highs.
Troubled efforts to broker a cease-fire deal in Gaza and are
pressing ahead, with Secretary of State Antony Blinken meeting
fellow mediators Wednesday in Egypt, even as attacks elsewhere
in the region raise fears of escalating conflict in the Middle East.

Pak HC bars trial
court from issuing
verdict against Khan
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Sept 18: A Pakistan
high court Wednesday restrained
a trial court from delivering its
verdict in a case of  alleged cor-
ruption against former Prime
Minister Imran Khan and his
wife Bushra Bibi.

The move comes after Khan
and his wife petitioned the
Islamabad High Court to stay
the proceedings of  the Al-Qadir
Trust case and acquit them.

An anti-corruption court has
been hearing the Al-Qadir Trust
case against the former first
couple which is based on the
charges that Khan caused a loss
of  over `50 billion to the na-
tional exchequer.

During the hearing, a two-mem-
ber bench headed by Chief  Justice
Amir Farooq rejected the plea to
stay the legal proceedings against
Khan and his wife. However, in a
relief  to them, the High Court
restrained the accountability
court hearing the case from de-
livering its final verdict.

S N I P P E T S

View of a burning area during a wildfire in Sao Pedro do Sul, Portugal REUTERS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Sept 18: The UK
Wednesday launched a major
drive urging all immigrants
across the country, including
Indians, who are using a physi-
cal immigration document to
take immediate action to tran-
sition to an eVisa.

As part of  plans to fully digi-
tise the UK border and immi-
gration system, all those using
a physical biometric residence
permit (BRP), a passport con-
taining a visa vignette sticker or
ink stamp confirming their “in-
definite leave to enter remain”
in the country, or biometric res-
idence card (BRC) as evidence of
their immigration rights will
be switched over to an entirely
online system by next year.

A majority of  the BRPs are
set to expire towards the end of
this year and are being auto-
matically transitioned online in
phases to be accessed by creat-
ing and logging into a UK Visas
and Immigration (UKVI) online
account.

“Everyone with physical im-
migration documents is urged to
take action now to switch to an
eVisa, and I want to reassure
those who need it that free advice
and support is available, said

Seema Malhotra, the Indian-ori-
gin Minister for Migration and
Citizenship at the UK Home
Office.

To help with the transition
process, during which physical
documentation will still be ac-
cepted, the Home Office is laying
out around GBP 4 million of
grant funding from this month
to a UK-wide network of  volun-
tary and community sector or-
ganisations to provide inde-
pendent support for “vulnerable
customers” unsure about ac-
cessing eVisas.

A nationwide advertising cam-
paign will also raise awareness
of  the move to eVisas and en-
courage those affected to take
action before many immigra-
tion documents  expire in
December 2024.

“It is free and straightforward
to switch to an eVisa, which offers
greater customer convenience,
significant cost savings and en-
hanced security for the UK’s bor-
der and immigration system. An
eVisa cannot be lost, stolen or
tampered with, and allows visa
holders to instantly and securely
prove their immigration rights.
Switching won’t change, impact
or remove a customer’s current
rights or immigration status,”
the Home Office said.

UK launches eVisa
The country urges all, including Indians, to take 

immediate transition to eVisa

Chinese aircraft 
carrier enters Japan’s
contiguous waters
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tokyo, Sept 18: A Chinese air-
craft carrier entered Japan’s con-
tiguous waters for the first time
Wednesday, leading Tokyo to con-
vey its “serious concerns” to
Beijing over China’s increas-
ingly assertive military actions
around Japan, officials said.

The Chinese carrier Liaoning,
accompanied by two destroy-
ers, sailed between Japan’s west-
ernmost island of  Yonaguni
and nearby Iriomote, entering
the country’s so-called “con-
tiguous zone,” the Defense
Ministry said. 

That’s an area of  sea beyond
a country’s territorial waters in
which it can still exercise some
control over maritime traffic,
reaching up to 24 nautical miles
offshore.

The Liaoning’s transit was
par t  o f  a  f leet  movement
Tuesday and Wednesday, dur-
ing which Chinese warships
also passed off  the western coast
of  the disputed Japanese-con-
t ro l l e d  i s l e t s  i t  c a l l s  t h e
Senkakus, the ministry said.
China claims the same islets,
calling them the Diaoyus.

Japan’s Deputy Chief  Cabinet
Secretary Hiroshi Moriya told re-
porters that “the latest incident
is absolutely unacceptable from
the perspective of  the national
and regional security.”

US issues fresh Iran sanctions
WASHINGTON: The United States issued a new
round of Iran sanctions Wednesday targeting 12
individuals who it said were tied to Tehran’s
“ongoing, violent repression of the Iranian
people,” including its “brutal crackdown on
peaceful protests.” The sanctions, which come
two years after the death of Kurdish-Iranian
woman Mahsa Amin in police custody, target
members of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC), Iranian prison officials “and those
responsible for lethal operations overseas,” the US
Treasury Department said in a statement.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Beirut, Sept 18: Walkie-talkies
and solar equipment exploded in
Beirut and multiple parts of
Lebanon Wednesday in an ap-
parent second wave of  attacks tar-
geting electronic devices a day
after hundreds of  pagers used by
Hezbollah blew up, state media
and Hezbollah officials said. 

At least 14 people were killed
and more than 450 people
wounded in the second wave,
the Health Ministry said.

The attacks, which were widely
believed to be carried out by
Israel targeting Hezbollah, have
hiked fears that the two sides’
simmering conflict could esca-
late into all-out war.

Speaking to Israeli troops
Wednesday, Israeli Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant said, “We
are at the start of  a new phase
in the war, it requires courage,
determination and persever-
ance.” He made no mention of  the
explosions of  electronic devices
but praised the work of  Israel’s
army and security agencies, say-
ing “the results are very im-
pressive.”

In Wednesday’s attacks, several
blasts were heard at a funeral in
Beirut for three Hezbollah mem-
bers and a child killed by ex-
ploding pagers the day before, ac-
cording to Associated Press
journalists at the scene. An AP
photographer in the southern

coastal city of  Sidon
saw a car and a mo-
bile  phone shop
damaged after de-
vices exploded in-
side of  them. A girl
was hurt in the south
when a solar energy
system blew up, the state
news agency reported.

The new blasts hit a country
still roiling with confusion and
anger after Tuesday’s pager
bombings, which appeared to
be a complex Israeli attack tar-
geting Hezbollah members that
caused civilian casualties, too.
Tuesday’s bombings killed at
least 12 people, including two
children, and wounded some
2,800 others.

The second wave also deep-
ens concern over the potentially
indiscriminate casualties caused

in the attacks, in
which hundreds of
blasts  went  of f
wherever the holder
of  the pager hap-
pened to  be,  in

homes, cars, at gro-
cery stores and in

cafes, often with fam-
ily or bystanders nearby.

While the pagers were used
by Hezbollah members, there
was no guarantee who was hold-
ing the device at the time of  the
blast. Also, many of  the casual-
ties were not Hezbollah fight-
ers, but members of  the group’s
extensive civilian operations
mainly serving Lebanon’s Shiite
community.

At least two health workers
were among those killed Tuesday.
Doctors, nurses, paramedics,
charity workers, teachers and

office administrators work for
Hezbollah-linked organisations,
and an unknown number had
pagers.

The UN human rights chief,
Volker Türk, called for an inde-
pendent investigation into the
mass explosions. “The fear and
terror unleashed is profound,”
he said in a statement, urging
world leaders to step up “in de-
fence of  the rights of  all people
to live in peace and security.” 

Iran-backed He zbollah,
Lebanon’s strongest armed force,
and Israel’s military have ex-

changed fire almost daily since
October 8, the day after a deadly
Hamas-led assault in southern
Israel triggered the war in Gaza.
Since then, hundreds have been
killed in strikes in Lebanon and
dozens in Israel, while tens of
thousands on each side of  the bor-
der  have  been displaced.
Hezbollah said its strikes are in
support of  its ally, Hamas. 

Israeli leaders have issued a se-
ries of  warnings in recent weeks
that they might increase opera-
tions against Hezbollah in
Lebanon, saying they must put
a stop to the exchanges to allow
people to return to homes near
the border. Israel began moving
more troops to its border with
Lebanon Wednesday as a pre-
cautionary measure, according
to an official with knowledge of
the movements who spoke on
condition of  anonymity because
he was not authorized to speak
to the media.

In his comments, Gallant said
that after months of  fighting
Hamas in Gaza, “the center of
gravity is shifting to the north
by diverting resources and
forces.”

As Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu huddled with top se-
curity officials at Israeli mili-
tary headquarters in Tel Aviv, the
country’s army chief, Lt General
Herzi Halevi, said plans have
been drawn up for additional
action against Hezbollah.

ISRAEL DECLARES ‘NEW PHASE’ OF WAR
NEW WAVE OF BLASTS HITS LEBANON DAY AFTER PAGER ATTACK

We are at the start of a
new phase in the war, it
requires courage,

determination and
perseverance
YOAV GALLANT | DEFENCE MINISTER, ISRAEL

2ND
WAVE: 14

KILLED, OVER 450
WOUNDED IN

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
BLASTS WEDNESDAY 

1ST WAVE: TUESDAY’S
BOMBINGS KILLED AT
LEAST 12 PEOPLE AND

WOUNDED 2,800 
OTHERS

B’desh interim govt
gives Army magistracy 
powers to improve law
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Sept 18: Bangladesh’s
interim government has granted
magisterial powers to the Army
for two months to improve law
and order in the violence-hit
country and prevent “subver-
sive acts”.

The Ministry of  Public
Administration issued a notifi-
cation on the government’s de-
cision Tuesday, saying it will be
applicable with immediate effect. 

The powers will be given to
commissioned officers of  the
Army. The order will remain in
force for the next 60 days.

Home Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Md
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury said
Wednesday that the people will
get the benefit of  bestowing mag-
istracy power upon the army, state-
owned BSS news agency reported.

“Police officials who are yet to
join the services, won’t be al-
lowed to join anymore,” he said,
adding that the “people of  Bangla
(Bangladesh) will reap the ben-
efit of  bestowing the magistracy
power upon the commissioned
officers of  Bangladesh Army.”

Responding to questions from the
media after the closing ceremony
of  the basic training for 40th BCS
(Ansar) officers and 25th batch
sepoy recruits at the Bangladesh
Ansar and VDP Academy in
Safipur, Chowdhury said, “The
Army has been given the magis-
tracy power to ensure public serv-
ice and maintain the law and order.”
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India is
prepared to

keep buying oil from
Russian companies
that are allowed to
make such sales, since
prices are cheap
HARDEEP SINGH PURI | 
OIL MINISTER

India is set to kick off its first-ever offshore
minerals auction shortly, with 10 blocks up for
grabs, Mines Secretary VL Kantha Rao said
Wednesday. “We are ready with 10 blocks on both
the east and west coasts of India. These blocks
will include sand, lime mud, and polymetallic
nodules,” Rao said during the Federation of Indian
Mineral Industries (FIMI) event

FIRST OFFSHORE MINERAL AUCTION SOON
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On the rate
front, a lot of
central banks

are taking
independent calls.
While Fed rate cut
would influence
everyone, RBI would be mindful of
the food inflation before taking a call
on interest rate cut

CS SETTY | CHAIRMAN, SBI

of the
day uote 

India is in
discussions to
tackle higher

steel imports. Rising
imports are a key
issue for steelmakers
even as demand for
the metal continues to surge

HD KUMARASWAMY | STEEL MINISTER

We have been
able to
maintain prices

at a reasonable level
for consumers. The
upcoming festival
season is looking
good. We are not anticipating any
kind of spike in prices of essential
commodities

SANJEEV CHOPRA | FOOD SECRETARY

Windfall tax on crude
oil slashed to zero
New Delhi: The government
has slashed windfall tax on
domestically produced crude
oil to ‘nil’ per tonne with effect
from September 18. The tax is
levied in the form of Special
Additional Excise Duty (SAED)
and is notified fortnightly
based on average oil prices in
two weeks. The last such
revision took place effective
August 31 when the windfall
tax on crude petroleum was
set at `1,850 per tonne. The
SAED on the export of diesel,
petrol and jet fuel or ATF, has
been retained at ‘nil’. The new
rates are effective from
September 18, an official
notification said Tuesday.
India first imposed windfall
profit taxes July 1, 2022,
joining a host of nations that
tax supernormal profits of
energy companies.

Refund for Sahara
depositors raised 
New Delhi: The government
has raised the cap on refund
amounts for small depositors
of the Sahara Group
Cooperative Societies to
`50,000, up from the previous
limit of `10,000, a senior
cooperation ministry official
said Wednesday. The
government has so far
released `370 crore to more
than 4.29 lakh depositors of
Sahara Group of Cooperative
Societies through the CRCS-
Sahara refund portal. “With an
increase in the limit of refund
amount to `50,000, about
`1,000 crore payment will be
made in the next 10 days,” the
official said.  Last week, the
cap on refund amount for
small depositors was raised to
`50,000 each from `10,000, the
official said. The government
is vetting the claims of
depositors carefully before
releasing the refund.

Reliance Infra cuts
debt by 87 per cent
New Delhi: Anil Ambani’s
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd
has slashed its standalone
debt by 87 per cent to `475
crore after it cleared
outstanding dues of Life
Insurance Corporation of
India, ICICI Bank and other
lenders, the firm said
Wednesday. In stock
exchange filings and press
statements, Reliance
Infrastructure said its
standalone external debt has
reduced from `3,831 crore to
`475 crore. “Consequently, the
net worth of the company will
stand at `9,041 crore.”
“Reliance Infra has cleared its
funded outstanding dues to
Life Insurance Corporation of
India, Edelweiss Asset
Reconstruction Company
Limited, ICICI Bank, Union
Bank, and other lenders,” it
said. It paid `600 crore to Life
Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC) to settle all outstanding.

SHORT TAKES

business

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Sept 18: India’s di-
amond sector is facing a severe
crisis as both imports and exports
have sharply declined in the past
three years, which has triggered
defaults, factory closures, and
widespread job losses, think tank
GTRI said Wednesday.

It said that while export re-
turns have surged, a large in-
ventory of  unprocessed rough di-
amonds is piling up due to
reduced orders and growing
competition from lab-grown di-
amonds.

“This has triggered defaults,
factory closures, and widespread
job losses. Tragically, more than
60 people in Gujarat’s diamond
sector have committed suicide,
reflecting the severe financial
and emotional strain India’s di-
amond sector is facing,” Global
Trade Research Initiative (GTRI)
Founder Ajay Srivastava said.

He said that immediate ac-
tion is essential to address these
problems and safeguard the fu-
ture of  the sector.

According to the think tank
data, a 24.5 per cent drop in rough
diamond imports from $18.5 bil-
lion in 2021-22 to $14 billion in
2023-024 shows weaker global
markets and fewer processing
orders.

After adjusting for re-exported
rough diamonds, net imports
declined by 25.3 per cent, from
$17.5 billion to $13.1 billion, in-
dicating reduced demand for
processing in India.

Exports of  cut and polished di-
amonds fell by a higher margin
of  34.6 per cent, from $24.4 billion
in FY2022 to $13.1 billion in

FY2024, it said.
“Additionally, the share of  un-

sold diamonds returned to India
increased from 35 per cent to
45.6 per cent during this period,”
it said adding the net exports of
cut and polished diamonds
dropped by 45.3 per cent, from
$15.9 billion to $8.7 billion, re-
flecting a weak market and ris-
ing unsold inventory.

The gap between net rough
diamond imports and net cut
and polished diamond exports
widened significantly, from $1.6
billion in FY2022 to $4.4 billion
in FY2024, signalling a large in-
ventory buildup and a lack of
sufficient export orders.

It added that some challenges
of  the sector stem from regula-
tory issues and internal ineffi-
ciencies within the industry.

It said the demand for pol-
ished diamonds has dropped
sharply in key markets like the
US, China, and Europe due to eco-
nomic uncertainty, inflation,
and geopolitical tensions, lead-
ing to reduced consumer spend-
ing on luxury goods, including
diamonds.

“Fluctuations in global dia-
mond prices have caused un-
certainty, with buyers hesitant
to purchase rough diamonds in
anticipation of  further price
drops,” Srivastava said.

He added that the Russia-
Ukraine conflict has also dis-
rupted the global diamond sup-
ply chain, with sanctions on
Russia, a major rough diamond
producer, further complicating
trade and slowing down the
global diamond trade.

Shifting consumer preferences
toward lab-grown diamonds,
which are more affordable, eth-
ical, and sustainable, are also
impacting the demand for natural
diamonds.

On internal factors, the think
tank said that many polishing
units have large unsold inven-
tories of  polished diamonds,
which discourages them from
importing fresh rough diamonds
as they cannot afford to take on
more stock without selling their
existing inventory.

“Rising operational costs, in-
cluding labour, energy, and ma-
terials, along with reduced mar-
gins in the global diamond trade,
have made it difficult for many
polishing units to remain vi-
able, leading to shop closures
and layoffs, especially in Surat,”
he said.

The industry also heavily de-
pends on financing, but tighter
credit conditions and reduced
lending from banks have made
it difficult for companies to pur-
chase rough diamonds, further
stalling production, he said.

“Additionally, a significant

portion of  cut and polished di-
amonds exported from India are
being returned due to quality
issues, overstocking by buyers,
mismatches in specifications,
and price fluctuations. Handling
these returns is costly and time-
consuming due to complex cus-
toms procedures, putting fur-
ther strain on exporters,” he
added.
THE DUBAI CONNECTION

GTRI also stated that Dubai
does not produce diamonds, yet
its share in India’s import of
rough diamonds is increasing
steadily.

Dubai imports rough dia-
monds from Botswana, Angola,
South Africa, Russia and re-ex-
ports these to India.

Dubai’s share increased from
36.3 per cent in FY 2020 to 60.8 per
cent in FY 2024 and further to 64.5
per cent in April-June 2024.

It said that a major reason for
higher share of  Dubai is India’s
high corporate tax regime ap-
plicable on foreign suppliers of
rough diamonds, and this forces
them to re-export diamonds to
Dubai and export from there to
India.

“This has rendered India’s
Special Notified Zones (SNZs)
in Mumbai and Surat largely
ineffective,” it added.

Further to support the sector,
GTRI suggested host of  steps
including extending export credit
terms, exempting foreign rough
diamond sellers from corporate
tax in India; regulating the lab-
grown diamond industry; and
reconsidering zero tariff  import
of  cut and polished diamonds
from Dubai under the India-UAE
trade pact.

Diamond sector in jeopardy
THE INDUSTRY FACES SEVERE CRISIS WITH FACTORY CLOSURES, JOB LOSSES, SAYS GTRI

While export returns have surged, a large 
inventory of unprocessed rough diamonds 

is piling up due to reduced orders and growing
competition from lab-grown diamonds

Tragically, more than 60
people in Gujarat’s

diamond sector have
committed suicide,

reflecting the severe
financial and emotional
strain India’s diamond

sector is facing 
AJAY SRIVASTAVA | 

FOUNDER, GTRI
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New York, Sept 18: Tupperware
Brands, the company that revo-
lutionised food storage decades
ago, has filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy protection.

Orlando,  F lorida-based
Tupperware plans to continue op-
erating during the bankruptcy
proceedings and will seek court
approval for a sale, “in order to
protect its iconic brand,” the
company said just before mid-
night Tuesday.

The company is seeking bank-
ruptcy protection amid grow-
ing struggles to revitalise its
business. Tupperware sales
growth improved some during
the early days of  the Covid-19 pan-
demic, but overall sales have
been in steady decline since 2018
due to rising competition. And
financial troubles have contin-

ued to pile up for the company.
Doubts around Tupperware’s

future have floated around for
some time. Last year, the company
sought additional financing as it
warned investors about its ability
to stay in business and its risk of
being delisted from the New York
Stock Exchange.

The company received an ad-
ditional non-compliance notice
from the NYSE for failing to file
its annual results with the
Securit ies  and Exchang e
Commission earlier this year.
And Tupperware had continued
to warn about its ability to stay
afloat in more recent months,
with an August securities filing
pointing to “significant liquid-
ity challenges”.

In Tuesday’s bankruptcy pe-
tition, Tupperware reported more
than $1.2 billion in total debts
and $679.5 million in total assets.

Shares for the company have
fallen 75% this year and closed
Tuesday at about 50 cents apiece.

Tupperware’s roots date back
to 1946. According to the com-
pany’s website, shortly after the
Great Depression, chemist Earl
Tupper found inspiration while
creating molds at a plastics fac-
tory — setting out on a mission
to create an airtight seal for a
plastic container, similar to that

on a paint can, to help families
save money on food waste.

The brand experienced ex-
plosive growth in the mid 20th
century — particularly with the
rise of  Tupperware parties, first
held in 1948. Tupperware par-
ties notably gave many women
a chance to run their own busi-
nesses out of  their homes, sell-
ing the products within social cir-
cles.

The system worked so well
that Tupperware eventually re-
moved its products from stores.
And in Tuesday’s bankruptcy
announcement, the company
maintained that there were no
current changes to Tupperware’s
independent sales consultant
agreements.

According to court documents
published Tuesday, Tupperware
currently employs more than
5,450 employees across 41 coun-
tries — and additionally part-
ners with global sales force of
over 465,000 consultants who sell
products on a freelance basis in
nearly 70 countries.

Tuesday’s announcement also
pointed to aims to “further ad-
vance Tupperware’s transfor-
mation into a digital-first, tech-
nology-led company,” possibly
signalling a move toward in-
creased reliance of  sales on the

brand’s website or perhaps more
online-focused marketing, al-
though the company did not pro-
vide exact specifics.

In a statement, Tupperware
President and CEO Laurie Ann
Goldman acknowledged
Tupperware’s recent financial
struggles and said that the bank-
ruptcy process is meant to pro-
vide “essential flexibility” as the
company pursues this transfor-
mation. She also maintained that
the brand wasn’t going anywhere.

“Whether you are a dedicated
member of  our Tupperware
team, sell, cook with, or simply
love our Tupperware products,
you are a part of  our Tupperware
family,” Goldman said in a state-
ment. “We plan to continue serv-
ing our valued customers with
the high-quality products they
love and trust throughout this
process.”

RISING 
COMPETITION Iconic Tupperware Brands seeks Chapter 11 bankruptcy

REUTERS

Bangalore, Sept 18: India has
overtaken China for the first
time ever in a key MSCI equities
index, bolstered by steady eco-
nomic growth and strong flows.

India’s weight in the MSCI in-
vestible large-, mid- and small-
cap index has risen to 2.35%,
greater than China’s weight of
2.24%, Morgan Stanley said in a
note Tuesday.

“India will continue to gain
share due to market outperfor-
mance, new issuances and liq-
uidity improvements,” analysts
led by Jonathan Garner of
Morgan Stanley said.

India’s nominal gross domestic
product growth rate is running
in the low teens, more than thrice
the economic growth in China,
generating a “profound diver-
gence in earnings growth envi-
ronment”, according to the bro-
kerage.

China’s weight on the index
had peaked in early 2021.

Earlier this month, Morgan
Stanley forecast that India will
overtake China in the MSCI
Emerging Markets index as
India’s stock market rally was
“only past the halfway mark”.

India’s rising weightage in
the MSCI indexes will bring ad-
ditional inflows, analysts said.

India is among the best-per-
forming markets this year glob-
ally, with its benchmark indexes
NSE Nifty 50 and S&P BSE
Sensex up 17% and 15%, re-
spectively.

China’s Shanghai Composite
index is down about 9% this year
amid concerns over the econ-
omy and the property sector.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Sept 18: Benchmark
stock indices Sensex and Nifty
hit fresh lifetime intra-day
highs before closing lower
Wednesday due to profit book-
ing in IT shares ahead of  the
keenly-awaited US Fed’s deci-
sion on interest rates.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
dropped by 131.43 points or 0.16
per cent to settle at 82,948.23 in
a volatile trade. The index opened
lower but cut short losses in late
morning trade, climbing 246.72
points or 0.29 per cent to scale a
new all-time intra-day peak of
83,326.38.

The barometer re-entered the
negative territory in afternoon
trade as investors preferred to
book profits at record levels.
Sensex hit a low of  82,700.63 in
pre-close session.

The NSE Nifty declined by 41
points or 0.16 per cent to close at
25,377.55. During the day, it ad-
vanced 63.65 points or 0.25 per
cent to hit a fresh intra-day life-
time high of  25,482.20.

From the 30 Sensex firms,
Tata Consultancy Services and
HCL Technologies dropped over
3 per cent each. Infosys, Tech
Mahindra, Sun Pharma and Tata
Motors were the other major

laggards.
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj Finserv,

Nestle, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank
and State Bank of  India were
among the biggest gainers.

The BSE midcap gauge de-
clined 0.71 per cent and smallcap

index dipped 0.52 per cent.
Among the indices, IT dropped

3 per cent, teck declined 2.43 per
cent, oil & gas (1.12 per cent),
consumer durables (0.88 per
cent), metal (0.77 per cent) and
commodities (0.66 per cent).

Financial Services and bankex
were the gainers.

Extending its record-setting
spree for the second day Tuesday,
the BSE benchmark Sensex
climbed 90.88 points to settle at
a lifetime high of  83,079.66 while
the Nifty rose by 34.80 points to
settle at an all-time peak of
25,418.55 Tuesday.

India tops China for
1st time ever in key
MSCI equities index

NPS Vatsalya launched in state
Bhubaneswar: The NPS
Vatsalya scheme was
launched at the Guru
Kelucharan Mohapatra
Odissi Research Centre
in Bhubaneswar

Wednesday. The event, organised by SLBC Odisha and convened by UCO Bank,
attracted over 150 attendees, including dignitaries, bank heads, parents,
guardians, and students. The day commenced with vibrant cultural performanc-
es, including a magic show arranged by SLBC and a street play arranged by
NABARD, creating a lively and engaging atmosphere for all present. The formal
programme began with a welcome address by Gautam Patra, Convenor of SLBC
Odisha, who stressed the importance of financial security for minors. Special
addresses were delivered by Ramesh Kumar, Senior Lead for NPS at Protean CRA,
and Sudhansu KK Mishra, Chief General Manager of NABARD, both of whom
spoke on the broader objectives of NPS Vatsalya in creating a financially secure
future for the younger generation. A live telecast of the national launch event in
New Delhi was followed by the ceremonial distribution of Permanent Retirement
Account Number (PRAN) cards to 20 minor subscribers in Bhubaneswar. 

Gugnani Kia unveils ‘Gravity Edition’ 
for Carens, Sonet, Seltos
Bhubaneswar: Gugnani Kia has launched the
exclusive ‘Gravity Edition’ for Carens, Sonet and
Seltos, unveiled by Director Yasneet Gugnani.
This special edition showcases Kia’s commitment
to design innovation, blending elegance and per-
formance with unique exterior and interior
upgrades. The Gravity Edition features a distinctive dark chrome grille,
redesigned alloy wheels, and sleek metallic accents, offering a bold, aggressive
look. Inside, the models boast plush leatherette seats, advanced infotainment
systems, and refined trim options, enhancing the premium driving experience.
Equipped with Kia’s Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS), the Gravity
Edition ensures top-tier safety. Gugnani Kia CEO Mahesh Jhunjhunwala empha-
sised the competitive pricing and premium features, making the Gravity Edition
an attractive choice for consumers. “KIA’s Gravity Edition reflects our dedica-
tion to providing premium, unique experiences for our customers,” he said.

PROFIT
BOOKING D-St retreats from peaks

Markets remained
volatile for another
session, ending flat in

line with global trends
ahead of the US Fed
meeting
AJIT MISHRA | 
SVP, RESEARCH, RELIGARE BROKING

BIZ BUZZ
REUTERS

Bangalore, Sept 18: Disney-
owned Star India has sought
$940  mil l ion from Zee
Entertainment in damages in a
London court for the termination
of  a cricket broadcasting agree-
ment, the Indian broadcaster
said Wednesday.

In January, Zee quit a $1.4 bil-
lion deal with Star India, under
which the latter was to license
television broadcasting rights
for the International Cricket
Council’s tournaments to Zee
for four years.

Zee  said  in  a  statement
Wednesday that Disney India
has quantified damages to the
tune of  $940 million as of  August
31, which Zee has rejected.

“The arbitration is at its ini-
tial stage and the London Court
of  International Arbitration
Tribunal is yet to determine if
the company is liable in any
manner,” the company said.

Zee said that Star India
breached the agreement and had
sought a repayment of  `685.4
million (about $8 million), ac-
cording to its December-quar-
ter earnings report.

The company is among the
biggest players in India’s media
and entertainment industry, where
the likes of  Reliance Industries
and the Adani Group are ex-
panding their presence.

BROADCASTING DEAL FAIL

Star seeks $940 million 
from Zee Entertainment



AGENCIES

Chennai, Sept 18: India head
coach Gautam Gambhir ex-
pressed confidence Wednesday
in the team’s batting unit to
negate quality spin bowling, a
challenge they are expected to
face in the Test series against
Bangladesh. In the recent past,
India batters, including Virat
Kohli have struggled against
opposition spinners, leading to
a tinge of  apprehension ahead
of  the Bangladesh rubber. 

“Our batting unit has so much
quality that it can take on any
spin attack. There is a lot of  dif-
ference between ODIs and Tests.
It’s all about the mindset and
working and strengthening your
defence and once you have it,
then you play around it ,”
Gambhir told the media on the
eve of  the opening Test against
Bangladesh here Thursday.

The former Indian opener also
stated that Bangladesh have ex-
perienced and quality tweakers
in their ranks. “They have a very

good bowling attack. Shakib (Al
Hasan) has got the experience.
Mahidi (Hasan) is there as well.
So, we know that there is talent
in the Bangladesh squad. The im-
portant thing is that we need to
be switched on from day one,”
added the head coach. 

Gambhir accepted the fact
that Bangladesh are coming off
a brilliant Test series win over
Pakistan, and asserted that India
will not take the visitors lightly.

“We respect everyone. We
don’t take any opposition lightly.
We are going to go out there
and play the brand of  cricket
that we want to play because
that is what champions do.
They don’t look at the op-
position. They try to
control the game, they
try to play the way
they want to play
t h e  g a m e, ”
Gambhir em-
phasised.

Gambhir
also pointed

out that he
i s  e x -
tremely

proud of  the fact that India have
a world-class bowling unit at
their disposal. “You've got to

give credit to (Jasprit) Bumrah,
( M o h a m m e d )  S h a m i ,
( M o h a m m e d )  S i r a j ,

(Ravichandran) Ashwin and
(Ravindra) Jadeja. They’re turn-
ing this nation into a bowling ob-
sessed one,” he stated.

“In fact, Bumrah is the best
bowler in the world. It’s not just
his performance. It’s his hunger
as well. And the best part is
that he wants to play as much

Test cricket as he can,”
Gambhir added. 

Gambhir also un-
derlined the signifi-
cance  for  him to
build on the existing
cordial relationship
with senior players

like skipper Rohit
Sharma and Kohli to take

Indian cricket forward.
“It’s still early days (for

him as coach). But the good
part is that I have played with

those guys (seniors). At one
stage we were sharing the dress-
ing room as players, when they
were younger, who have now
become experienced guys,”
Gambhir said. “So it is an ad-
vantage for me,” Gambhir
added.
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Batters good enough to play spin: Gambhir
Head coach backs players to handle Bangladesh bowling attack in the two Test sertes  

(Left): India head coach Gautam Gambhir speaks to the media Wednesday; Rishab Pant bats at the nets  PTI PHOTOS
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New Delhi, Sept 18: Skipper of
the  Indian hockey team
Harmanpreet Singh credited
India’s recent success to strong
team camaraderie, emphasis-
ing that their deep bond and
willingness to ‘die for one an-
other’ helped them overcome
China to  win the  Asian
Champions Trophy for a record-
extending fifth time. India rode
on Jugraj Singh’s late strike
Tuesday to defeat China 1-0 in a
tense final in Hulunbuir.

“The final was really intense.
The Chinese were breathing down
our necks throughout the game
and made it really difficult for us
to create a clear goal scoring
chance,” Harmanpreet said in a
Hockey India (HI) release.

“But the team over the last
year has built immense trust in
each other. We are willing to die
for one another. It was this sense
of  unity reassuring us that we
will find a way to win the game
together,” the skipper added. 

Harmanpreet said India’s suc-
cessful run in last one year has in-
stilled a strong belief  among play-
ers. “The gold medal in last year’s
Asian Champions Trophy in
Chennai, the gold in Hangzhou
Asian Games and the bronze
medal at the Paris Olympics have
instilled a deep camaraderie within
the team,” Harmanpreet asserted. 

Harmanpreet, who has been
shortlisted for FIH’s ‘Player of
the Year’ award after scoring
10 goals at Paris, once again led
from the front with seven goals
(all from penalty corners) as
the team remained unbeaten in
the competition. He said it is
now crucial for India to keep
building on the success.

“We are proud to have retained
our title but the work doesn’t stop
now,” he said. “We have areas we
need to improve; we need to build
depth in our squad as well. The
team will head back to camp after
a short break and start preparing
for the tournaments ahead to
make our supporters proud
again,” added Harmanpreet.

Vice-captain Vivek Sagar
Prasad said the Olympics bronze
medal made India the ‘team to
beat’ in the tournament. 

“All the teams in the group
stage were tough. The bronze
medal from the Olympics painted
a target on our backs; we were
the team to beat,” Prasad said.
“But every single person in the
team stepped up to deliver,”
Prasad pointed out.

Harmanpreet Singh with the various trophies PTI PHOTO

The players have
immense trust in one
another. We are ready
to step up and die for

one another HARMANPREET SINGH

Pant set for Test comeback
Chennai: A harsh sun beating down on him, Rishabh Pant was
engrossed preparing for his first Test in two years, taking down net
bowlers in that unmistakably Pant-ish way. It is hard to believe that
632 days have passed since Pant played a Test match, and,
coincidentally, his last five-day game was also against Bangladesh
in 2022. Now, the same opposition awaits him on his return to Test
cricket Thursday.  “We all know how destructive he can be (as a
batter) and what he can do in Test cricket. Obviously, it gives
him the freedom to go out there and express himself. He has
got runs everywhere around the world. It is always good to
have someone like him who can open the game for us and more
importantly can bring a lot of impact as well,” head coach
Gautam Gambhir said ahead of the game Wednesday.

AGENCIES

London, Sept 18:Bayern Munich
became the first team to score
nine goals in a game in the mod-
ern Champions League (CL) as
the new format of  Europe’s elite
club competition kicked off
Tuesday, with title holders Real
Madrid and Liverpool also among
the winners. 

Harry Kane scored four goals,
including three penalties, as
Vincent Kompany’s Bayern ham-
mered Croatian champions
Dinamo Zagreb 9-2 at the Allianz
Arena in Munich. Michael Olise
scored twice on his Champions
League debut, while Raphael
Guerreiro, Leroy Sane and Leon
Goretzka were also on target for
the home team.

Dinamo were 0-3 down at the
break but scored twice in two
minutes just after half  time to
give the hosts a scare, with Bruno
Petkovic and Takuya Ogiwara on
target. But Bayern then scored
six times from the 57th minute

onwards. “An amazing game, a
bit of  a crazy game,” Kane told
broadcaster DAZN. “It’s the first
time I’ve scored three (penal-
ties) in a game. That doesn’t hap-
pen at all really.”

There was plenty of  excite-
ment with reigning champions
Real Madrid made to work hard
before beating VfB Stuttgart 3-
1 at the Santiago Bernabeu.
Kylian Mbappe marked his first
game in the competition with
Madrid by scoring the opening
goal just after half  time. However,
Deniz Undav equalised midway
through the second half. 

Madrid nevertheless emerged

victorious as Antonio Rudiger
headed them back in front seven
minutes from time, and Brazilian
youngster Endrick got the third
goal in stoppage time.

Liverpool marked their re-
turn to Europe's top table by
coming from behind to win 3-1
away to seven-time champions
AC Milan in Italy. Christian
Pulisic gave Milan an early lead,
but Ibrahima Konate equalised
and Virgil van Dijk headed the
away side in front before the in-
terval. Dominik Szoboszlai then
wrapped up the victory for
Liverpool at San Siro. In between
Mo Salah also hit the woodwork.

Kane leads goal rush in CL
Liverpool, Real

Madrid also script
facile victories 

Harry Kane scores from the penalty spot Tuesday against Dinamo Zagreb
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Changzhou (China), Sept 18:
Young Malvika Bansod pulled
off  a sensational straight-game
victory over Paris Olympics
bronze medallist Gregoria
Mariska Tunjung of  Indonesia
in the women’s singles opening
round to emerge as the lone
Indian survivor in the China
Open Super 100 badminton tour-
nament here Wednesday.

The 22 -year-old  Indian,
ranked 43rd in the world, dis-
played immense grit as she
saved game points thrice in the

opening game to defeat the
World No. 7 Tunjung, seeded
fifth, 26-24, 21-19 in a 46-minute
match, marking the biggest
win of  her career.

Malvika, a B Tech graduate in
computer science from

SRM University in
Chennai, will next take

on Scotland’s Kristy
Gilmour,  a  two-time
Commonwealth Games medal-
list in the next round. She was the
sole Indian bright spot in the
women’s singles as compatriots
Aakarshi Kashyap and Samiya
Imad Farooqui exited in the first
round. Aakarshi lost to Chinese
Taipei’s Chiu Pin-Chian 15-21,
19-21, while Samiya was outplayed
by Gilmour 9-21, 7-21 in a one-
sided contest.

In other Indian results, the
women’s doubles pair of  Treesa
Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand
went down 21-16, 15-21, 17-21 to
Chinese Taipei’s Hsieh Pei Shan
and Hung En-Tzu. The pair of
Rutupar na Panda and
Swetaparna Panda also lost 11-
21, 21-16, 11-21 to bow out. 

MALVIKA STUNS
PARIS MEDALLIST

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 18: A total
of  five meet records were set on
the opening day of  the 70th
Odisha State Senior Athletics
Championships which began at
the Kalinga Stadium here
Wednesday. Over 900 athletes
from 30 districts of  Odisha in-
cluding 268 women are taking
part in the three-day event.
Athletes participated in over 40
track and field events on day 1
of  the championships. 

Pradip  Mahanta  of
Mayurbhanj set a new meet
record in the boys’ under-20
5000m event with a timing of
14:56.94 seconds. In the boys’
under-23 high jump, Nikhil Das
of  Cuttack created a new meet
record clearing a height 2.01 me-
tres. Later in the day Chiranjib
Singh of  Cuttack set a new meet

record in the boys’ under-23 shot
put with a throw of  13.91 me-
tres. P Arpita Archana Sahoo
of  KIIT also set a new meet
record in the girls’ under-20
javelin event with a throw of
42.98 metres. Following her,
Dhanmati Xess of  Sundargarh
also created a new meet record
in the girls under-23 javelin event
with a throw of  41.67 metres.

Malvika Bansod  

Odisha girls lose in 
final of sub-jr nationals
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Sept 18: The
Odisha eves finished as run-
ners-up in the Sub-Junior
National Football Tournament,
a release from the Football
Association of  Odisha (FAO)
stated Wednesday. In the final of
the tournament played Tuesday
evening at the Dr Rajendra
Prasad Stadium in Neemuch,
the Odisha eves went down to
hosts Madhya Pradesh 1-2.
Despite finishing second best, the
sub-junior girls from Odisha
displayed admirable fighting
spirit for which their perform-
ance was lauded by everyone. 

The MP girls started on an
aggressive note and their ef-
forts paid off  when Odisha con-
ceded an own goal. In an effort
to clear a ball, Puja Oram put the
ball in the net and from then
on, Odisha were always up
against the wall. Their troubles
increased when MP captain
Somni Dhurwey scored after a
combined move down the mid-
dle in the 33rd minute of  the
game. However, even though
they were down 0-2, the Odisha
eves went on fighting. 

In the second half, the Odisha
eves began on an aggressive
note and repeatedly troubled
the opposition defence. Their
ef for ts  bore  fr ui t  when
Khundogbam Ambalika pulled
a goal back with a fierce strike
from inside the opposition
penalty box. Odisha then con-
tinued to pile on the pressure, but
the equaliser eluded them. 

It must also be said that MP
got the home advantage as many
times the match officials came
to their rescue. A number of  at-
tacking moves by the Odisha
footballers were nullified as the
referee indulged in unneces-
sary stoppage of  play.  

Top athletes turn
dope offenders
New Delhi: Asian Games bronze-
winner shot-putter Kiran Baliyan
has been provisionally suspended
by the National Anti Doping Agency
(NADA) for testing positive for a
banned substance as a slew of
athletes across sports figured in
the latest list of dope offenders.
The 25-year-old Baliyan, who had
become only the second Indian to
win a medal in women’s shot put at
Hangzhou last year, returned
positive for metandienone, an
anabolic androgenic steroid
banned at all times. She stares at a
maximum ban period of four years,
if she is proven guilty. Among
others who have tested positive are
hammer thrower Manju Bala,
sprinter Shalini Chaudhary,and
long-distance runner Chavi Yadav. 

Dominant show 
by Indian lifters 
Suva (Fiji): Indian weightlifters
have given a splendid display,
winning 11 gold and three silver
medals so far at the 2024
Commonwealth Youth, Junior and
Senior (Men & Women)
Weightlifting Championships here.
Babulal Hembrom created a
Commonwealth and national
record in the 49kg ‘Youth Men’
category in the clean-and-jerk
section with a lift of 114kg. Mina
Santa broke the national record in
the 55kg ‘Youth Women’ category
with 81kg in snatch and a 99kg
effort in clean-and-jerk section
with a total effort of 180kg. The
other gold medal winners are
Jyoshna Sabar, Akanksha
Vyavahare, Ashmita Dhone,
Bhargavi B, A Maharajan, V Kishor,
T Madhavan and Bolo Yalam. 

Ponting appointed
PBKS head coach
New Delhi: Australian great Ricky
Ponting was appointed Wednesday
as head coach of Punjab Kings
(PBKS), replacing compatriot Trevor
Bayliss in the under-performing 
IPL franchise. The former Australian
captain has made the switch to
Punjab Kings from Delhi Capitals, a
team he was part of for seven
years. “Looking forward to the
challenge,” Ponting said.

5 meet records on day 1  

Chiranjib Singh (centre) created a
new meet record

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Sept 18: Sunrise Club
emerged champion in the MGM
FAO Super Cup football tour-
nament defeating Rovers Club
1 - 0  i n  t h e  f i n a l  p l aye d
Wednesday at the Barabati
Stadium here. In a hard-fought
game, Dinabandhu Das scored
the all-important goal for the
winners. 

In the thrilling final, both
sides created a number of  op-
portunities, but failed to utilise
on those. Sunrise Club domi-
nated proceedings for long
stretches of  the game, but foot-
ballers of  Rovers Club were
quick to counter-attack. They
got a couple of  chances in the
second half  and had they uti-
lized any one of  those, then
the result of  the match could

have been different.
Abinash Muduli and Sanjeeb

Oram (both of  Rovers Club)
were nominated as the best de-
fender and best midfielder of
t h e  f i n a l  re s p e c t ive ly.

Dinabandhu of  Sunrise Club
was chosen as the best forward.
Along with the trophies Sunrise
Club were handed a cash award
of  `1,00,000 while Rovers Club
got `50,000.

Sunrise Club win FAO Super Cup 

‘Camaraderie helped
India bag ACT title’
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