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Tamannaah’s past Trump’s ultimatum Banking laws Bumrah puzzle
Actor Tamannaah Bhatia, 
known for her glamour image, 
says she has grown up on 
unrealistic body standards

President-elect Donald Trump 
demands release of hostages 
held by Hamas before his 
January 2025 inauguration

LS passes Banking Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, which 
allows bank account holders 
to have up to four nominees 

Australia’s wicket-keeper is hoping 
that his team’s batters will fi nd a 
way to tackle Jasprit Bumrah in the 
2nd Test starting Friday 

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

More people are raising doubts about 
the polling process, sir. Shall we fi le FIRs 
against them, or will you recite your poem?

LEISURE | P2 SPORTS | P12BUSINESS | P11INTERNATIONAL | P10

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Noida, Dec 3: Police Tues-
day arrested more than 160 
protesting farmers, includ-
ing the president of Bhara-
tiya Kisan Parishad (BKU) 
Sukhbir Yadav 'Khalifa', who 
were holding a sit-in at the 
'Dalit Prerna Sthal' in Noida 
after their march to Delhi on 
land compensation and other 
demands was stopped a day 
earlier.

The protesters, who had 
gathered in Gautam Buddh 
Nagar from different parts of 
Uttar Pradesh Monday on the 
call of Samyukta Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM), had threatened to 
resume their march to the na-
tional capital if their demands 
were not met within a week.

Condemning the police ac-
tion, the SKM said it was a 
violation of the Constitution-
al rights for peaceful protest 
and urged the judiciary to 
intervene.

Additional Commissioner of 
Police (Law and Order) Shiv 
Hari Meena said that they ar-
rested more than 160 protest-
ers at around 1.30 pm under 
Section 170 of the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS).

Slamming the arrests, BKU 
convened an “emergency” 
panchayat over the matter 
at the Kisan Bhavan in Sis-
auli village of Muzaffarnagar 
where it decided to amplify 
the protest Wednesday.

The farmers had gathered 
near the Mahamaya flyover 
and left for Delhi Monday de-
manding proper compensa-
tion for their land acquired 
by the government, but were 
stopped by the police near Dal-
it Prerna Sthal, after which 
they sat on dharna there.

Massive traffic snarls had 
caused inconvenience to 
commuters crossing the Del-
hi-Noida border as police had 
set up multiple layers of bar-
ricades and deployed heavy 
security to stop the march, 
which coincided with Parlia-
ment's Winter Session.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: Over 400 
migrant workers from Odisha 
died outside the state in the last 
10 years, the Assembly was in-
formed Tuesday. Replying to a 
question by BJP MLA Tankad-
har Tripathy, Labour Minister 
Ganesh Ram Singkhuntia said 
403 migrant workers from Odis-
ha died in other states between 
2015 and November 27, 2024.

The highest number of 59 
migrant workers from Ganjam 
district died while working out-
side the state during the period. 
It was followed by Kalahandi 
(39), Bolangir (35), Kandhamal 
(32) and Rayagada (28) districts.

Singkhuntia said the gov-
ernment issued 388 licenses to 
labour contractors under the 
Inter-State Migrant Workmen 
(Regulation of Employment and 
Conditions of Service) Act for 
the migration of 26,397 workers 
from Odisha in 2014. In 2024, 883 
such licenses were issued for 
the migration of 60,683 workers 
from Odisha, he said.

Singkhuntia said his govern-
ment has set up a high-level 
task force led by Deputy CM KV 
Singh Deo to address the issue 
of distress migration. The task 
force is functioning through the 
Panchayati Raj and Drinking 
Water Department, he said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kabul, Dec 3: In a town that 
has been through it all and is 
clawing its way back, a man 
named Omidullah is looking 
to hit paydirt.

The Kabul real estate agent 
is selling a nine-bedroom, nine-
bath, white-and-gold villa in the 
Afghan capital. On the roof's 
gable, glittering Arabic script 
tempts buyers and brokers with 
the word “mashallah” — “God 
has willed it.”

The villa is listed at $450,000, 
a startling number in a coun-
try where more than half of 
the population relies on hu-
manitarian aid to survive, 
most Afghans don't have bank 
accounts, and mortgages are ra-
re. Yet the offers are coming in.

“It's a myth that Afghans 

don't have money,” Omidul-
lah said. “We have very big 
businessmen who have big 
businesses abroad. There are 
houses here worth millions of 
dollars.” In Kabul, a curious 
thing is happening to fuel the 
high-end real estate market. 
Peace, it seems, is driving up 
property prices.

People who spent years liv-
ing and working abroad are 
returning home, keen to take 
advantage of the country's 
much-improved security and 
stability after decades of war, 
destruction and infrastructure 
decay. They include Afghans es-
caping deportation campaigns 
in Iran and Pakistan who are 
taking their cash with them.

Mortgages are rare because 
banks don't have the deposits 
to facilitate lending. Afghans 

buy in cash or use the “geerawi 
option” — when someone pro-
vides a fi xed sum to a landlord 
in return for living on his prop-
erty and staying there until the 
landlord returns the money.

People were afraid to invest in 

Kabul before the Taliban take-
over, according to another real 
estate agent, Ghulam Moham-
med Haqdoost. But the country's 
rulers have created better condi-
tions for the property market in 
more ways than one.

The city is less violent since 
the Taliban transitioned from 
insurgency to authority and for-
eign forces withdrew, although 
armored vehicles, checkpoints 
and militarised compounds re-
main common sights.

The Taliban, sticklers for an 
intricate bureaucracy, have 
pledged to stamp out corruption 
and regulate legal and commer-
cial matters. That means no 
more dealing with warlords or 
bribing local offi cials for land 
purchases or construction proj-
ects. Haqdoost is happy with 
how easily and quickly things 
are getting done under the new 
administration.

“House prices have risen by 
almost 40 per cent,” he said. “In 
the last three years, we have 
sold almost 400 properties. It 
wasn't like that before.” He 

said most customers bring their 
wives along to viewings. That's 
because it's women who call the 
shots when it comes to real es-
tate purchases — even in a na-
tion that critics say oppresses 
and disempowers women. 

To make the city more attrac-
tive and livable, the municipal 
authority is busy building and 
repairing roads, installing 
streetlights, planting trees and 
removing trash. It's also devel-
oping plans to promote afford-
able housing and encourage 
home ownership.

It needs to. Kabul's popula-
tion was around 500,000 at the 
start of the millennium. Now 
it is more than 5 million. Some 
neighbourhoods remain con-
gested and noisy as a result, 
despite the municipality's best 
beautifi cation efforts.

2 unexpected words are echoing across Kabul: Luxury housing

The row over the arrest of Hin-
du monk Chinmoy Krishna 
Das snowballed into a major 
diplomatic crisis between In-
dia and Bangladesh Tuesday 
after Dhaka summoned In-
dian envoy and halted visa 
services at its Assistant High 
Commission in Agartala a day 
after an unruly mob under the 
banner of ‘Hindu Sangharsh 
Samiti’ breached its security 
barricades and vandalised the 
premises. In a day of fast-paced 
developments, Law Affairs Ad-
visor to the interim Bangladesh 
government Asif Nazrul termed 
the vandalism as India’s ‘fail-
ure’ and asked New Delhi to 
reassess its neighbour afresh 
after the toppling of the Sheikh 
Hasina regime. The MEA, on 
the other hand, described the 
incident ‘deeply regrettable’ 
and said seven persons have 
been arrested, while four police 
personnel suspended in relation 
to the incident. Meanwhile, 
a Bangladesh court deferred 
to January 2 the hearing on 
the bail petition of Das as no 
lawyer appeared on his behalf. 
The developments in the neigh-
bouring country nevertheless, 
appear to be symptomatic of the 
simmering anger for India’s 
unwavering support to deposed 
prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
who Dhaka wants to face law 
for her alleged crimes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka/Agartala, Dec 3: Ban-
gladesh Tuesday summoned the 
Indian envoy to its Foreign Of-
fi ce while announcing the sus-
pension of consular services 
at its mission in Agartala, a 
day after the premises were 
breached by protesters over the 
arrest of a Hindu monk in the 
neighbouring country.

There was drama too at a 
court in Chattogram, where 
monk Chinmoy Krishna Das' 
bail plea was to be heard. 
But no lawyer appeared for 
him, and his supporters later 
claimed that his advocates are 
under threat. The bail hearing 
in this sedition case will now 
take place January 2.

Tuesday's developments 
marked another low in ties be-
tween the two countries follow-
ing the ouster of Sheikh Hasina 
as prime minister in August. 
India has been expressing con-
cern over Hindus and other 
minorities being targeted in 

Bangladesh under the interim 
government of Nobel laureate 
Muhammad Yunus.

The issue also fi gured in the 
Indian Parliament Tuesday and 
the British House of Commons 
a day earlier.

New Delhi earlier called the 
breach at the Agartala mission 
“deeply regrettable”. Tripura 
Police said seven people have 
been arrested and action taken 
against four policemen over the 
incident. Bangladesh had said 
its fl ag was desecrated.

Emerging from the meeting 
with acting Bangladesh foreign 
secretary Riaz Hamidullah in 
Dhaka, Indian envoy Pranay 
Verma said Delhi wanted to 
build a “constant stable, con-
structive relationship” and no 
single issue should stand as a 
barrier to bilateral ties.

“We are willing to engage 
with the interim government of 
Bangladesh,” he told reporters.

Earlier, Bangladesh's Law Af-
fairs Adviser Asif Nazrul asked 
New Delhi to reassess its ties 
with Bangladesh after the oust-
er of Sheikh Hasina.

The Bangladesh mission in 
Tripura, a state which bor-
ders Bangladesh, Tuesday an-
nounced the suspension of visa 
and consular services “until 
further notice”. Md Al-Ameen, 
the fi rst secretary there, cited 
“security reasons”.

Crisis over monk

403 Odisha migrant 
workers died in 10 yrs

160 protesting 
farmers held 

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: For-
est, Environment and Climate 
Change Minister Ganesh Ram 
Singhkhuntia Tuesday in-
formed the state Assembly that 
34 leopards and three Royal 
Bengal Tigers have died in the 
state died due to various rea-
sons from 2019 to 2024.

Of the 34 leopards, 17 were 
killed by poachers, three died 
after being electrocuted, one 
in train accident, three in road 
accident, and three due to dis-
eases, the minister said, while 
replying to a question from 
Congress MLA Taraprasad 
Bahinipati.

Similarly, four leopards died 
due to natural causes, while 
the reasons behind the deaths 
of another three leopards were 
not yet known, he said.

He informed the House that 
one Royal Bengal Tiger was 
killed by poachers and anoth-
er died due to infi ghting among 
the tigers, while the govern-
ment is unaware of the reason 
behind the death of another ti-
ger reported during the period.

According to the Odisha Ti-

ger Estimation report, there 
were 30 Royal Bengal Tigers in 
the state, and of those 27 were in 
Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR).

Similarly, 696 leopards were 
enumerated in different forest 
areas of the state during All 
Odisha Leopard Estimation, 
2024, the minister added.

34 leopard, 3 tiger deaths in 6 yrs
2 melanistic tiger 
cubs spotted
A rare footage of two melanistic 

tiger cubs roaming with their 
mother at Similipal Tiger Reserve 
in Mayurbhanj district has been 
captured via AI-enabled cameras, 
bringing cheers to wildlife en-
thusiasts and conservationists, a 
according to a report Tuesday.
Expressing his excitement, Chief 
Wildlife Warden Prem Kumar Jha 
has shared the news and images 
of the melanistic tiger cubs on 
social media platform X.  P3

LEOPARDS
17 killed by poachers

3 died of electrocution

4 killed in road, rail mishaps

3 died due to diseases 

4 died due to natural causes

3 died due to unknown reasons

TIGERS
1 killed by 
poachers

1 died of 
infi ghting

1 died due 
unknown 
reasons

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: The 
process of fi ling nominations 
for the December 20 bypoll to 
fi ll the lone vacant Rajya Sabha 
seat in Odisha began Tuesday.

The Election Commission re-
cently announced the schedule 
for bypolls to fi ll six vacant Ra-
jya Sabha seats. Three of these 
seats are from Andhra Pradesh, 
and one each is in Odisha, West 

Bengal, and Haryana.
According to the notifi cation, 

the last date for fi ling nomina-
tion papers is December 10. 
Scrutiny of nominations will 
take place December 11, and 
the fi nal date for withdrawal 
of candidatures is December 13. 
The by-election will be held be-
tween 9 am and 4 pm December 
20, with the counting of votes 
scheduled for 5 pm on the same 
day, an offi cial said.

Nomination process begins for RS bypoll President unveils 
Pt Murmu’s statue 
Bhubaneswar: President 
Droupadi Murmu, who arrived 
here Tuesday on a fi ve-day visit 
to the state, unveiled a statue 
of Santali writer and educator 
Pandit Raghunath Murmu in the 
Capital City. She also visited 
the Adim Owar Jarpa Jaher, a 
sacred place for Santals, here and 
offered prayers. The President 
was accorded a warm welcome at 
Biju Patnaik International Airport 
(BPIA), where she landed on a 
special aircraft of the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) to commence her fi ve-
day long visit to Odisha. She was 
received at the airport by Governor 
Raghubar Das, Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi and other 
dignitaries.  P3

Maha CM suspense: 
Fadnavis meets Shinde 
Mumbai: Senior BJP leader 
Devendra Fadnavis Tuesday 
evening met Maharashtra's 
caretaker Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde at his offi cial residence in 
Mumbai, a day ahead of the BJP's 
legislature party meeting.
The visit comes hours after Shinde 
returned from a private hospital 
following a health check-up.
The legislature party of the state 
BJP will meet at Vidhan Bhawan 
Wednesday morning to elect 
its leader, a day ahead of the 
swearing-in of the new Mahayuti 
government at an open ground in 
south Mumbai. Fadnavis is seen as 
the frontrunner for the top post.  P9

OFF GUARD: Soldiers line up for the arrival of the Emir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and Sheikha Jawaher bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani in London, Tuesday  REUTERS



Reason why Kareena 
keeps away from 
onscreen intimacy

Mumbai: Tamannaah Bhatia is 
currently seen in Sikandar Ka 
Muqaaddar on OTT and this 
comes after an array of releases 
for her this year. While Taman-
naah is considered a ‘Greek 
Goddess’ and known for her 
glam image, the actress has 
also been an inspiration to 
many women. The reason 
being, Tamannaah hasn’t 
set any unreal beauty 
standards and displayed 
her original body type 
always; rather than 
getting into the stereo-
typical mould. During 
a chat with an enter-
tainment portal, the 
actress revealed why 
she feels the need to 
do so.

“It stems from 
the fact that I myself 
grew up on unrealistic body 
standards. I was that child who thought that be-
ing skinny is being fi t. As I evolved through my journey, 
movies was the biggest way of learning that a natural 
outcome of being fi t was feeling good, looking good and 
everything around feeling good,” shared the Bahubaali 
actress. 

The actress went on to add, “In today’s day and age, 
what I didn’t get as a child, I feel that if I’m in a position 
of power today, may be some girl out there watching can 
see my journey and understand that beauty is nothing 
to do with a particular shape and size.

“Beauty is actually what you think of yourself. 
Largely, your entire life is a perception of it,” said 
Tamannaah. AGENCIES

Mumbai: Kareena Kapoor, a prominent Indian 
actress, surprised the industry by taking on the 
bold role of a sex worker in Chameli. This deci-
sion marked a turning point in her career, show-
casing her versatility beyond glamorous roles. 
In a candid chat with Syed Firdaus Ashraf, 
she later compared her portrayal to Wa-
heeda Rehman’s iconic performance in 
Pyaasa, emphasising that she would 
not engage in sensationalism for its 
own sake.

The actress had said, “When trade 
people saw Chameli, they were like, 
“there wasn’t enough sex appeal in 
Chameli. They don’t understand 
that in Pyaasa, Waheedaji was 
not doing sex scenes [either]. I 
am sorry, you cannot expect 
Raj Kapoor’s granddaughter 
to do those kinds of scenes.”

In the same interview, Kare-
ena criticised Mallika Sherawat 
for suggesting that Raj Kapoor’s 
heroines also exposed themselves. 
She stated, “She doesn’t realise what 
she is talking about. She made a laugh-
ing stock of herself. She is talking about 
a legend. Raj Kapoor always presented 
a woman gracefully and tastefully.” She 
went on to say that Mallika’s fi lm, Mur-
der, had overexposure. Denying she ever 
criticised the fi lm, Kareena said, “That was 
a publicity stunt from them [the makers of 
Murder]. It was ridiculous. I saw the fi lm and 
said it was nice. I just felt that there was too 
much overexposure.”
                                    AGENCIES

You must learn to get to the 
root of a routine to keep things 
fresh today, feels Ganesha. Just learn the 
basic psychology of people and analyse the 
facts. All action and decision has a motive, 
you will need to understand the chain to get 
the most out of things, advises Ganesha.

It's time you took stock 
of your personal life. Is 
there someone you want to 
propose but are afraid to do so? Ganesha 
advises you not to let the fear of rejection 
stop you from making an effort. There 
are strong indications that you will be 
accepted if you speak your heart today. 
So let him/her know how you feel. 

It's fun, fun and more fun 
on the horizon! Ganesha 
foresees you taking time out 
for some leisure and frolic today. Broaden 
your horizon with a bit of travel since 
you are very likely to be going on a small 
trip to recharge your batteries. When it 
comes to work — which you seem to have 
put on hold — it is a matter of pride for 
you to play the role that you essay 
within your company. 

Today you need to carry on 
with your success without 
resting on your past laurels. 
You will also need to stay focused and 
organised to continue with the same 
success level that you enjoyed in the 
past. Pay attention to your relationship 
matters as they are the quintessential of 
your success and peace of mind.

You may fi nd yourself at 
crossroads, wondering which 
path to take. Crucial decisions 
regarding your personal life may numb 
your thoughts. Let this not interfere with 
your routine or it may lead to complica-
tions at work and with loved ones. 

You seem to be on a self-ap-
preciation mode today. 
Grooming, makeover and 
attracting attention in on your cards 
today, you make extra efforts to get that 
glamorous look for your self. And as Ga-
nesha says, it will surely not go unnoticed 
as you bag a lot of compliments for it. 

You regret spending hefty 
amount of money on branded 
items and luxuries, but you'll 
see a ray of hope today, feels Ganesha. 
Your bank account is strengthened by 
some heavy cash fl ow, and needless to 
say, it will give you a great relief. Now, 
you'll understand the value of money and 
curb on your urge to spend lavishly. 

Today is your day! Your 
performance will speak for 
itself and everyone at work, 
including bosses, will appreciate your 
efforts, says Ganesha. Work will not seem 
burdensome any more, in fact you will 
enjoy your job like never before. You may 
wish to contact some old friends and be 
in touch with them once again.

You are likely to feel a lot 
of tension and stress today. 
You will feel down owing to 
some disagreement with someone or due 
to some unfathomable reason. Even that 
special someone will be unable to chase 
away your blues. A little meditation will 
help you to bounce back and get into your 
daily routine, says Ganesha.

It is very likely that you will 
arouse immense jealousy in 
others with your success and 
growth in business. Your business rivals 
may attempt to dent your credit worthi-
ness in one way or the other. You may 
prefer to deal with them subtly rather than 
confront them openly, feels Ganesha.

Ganesha believes that you are 
likely to have a heightened 
interest in the study of philosophy and the 
working of the metaphysical world. This 
may be mere curiosity or a part of your 
effort to improve your professional skills. 

Decisions about career and 
fi nance will keep you preoc-
cupied today. After a hectic 
day, all you may want to do is relax. In 
that case, Ganesha may send a short but 
pleasurable trip your way, which is sure 
to rejuvenate you. 
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MAROON 5 ARRIVES IN INDIA 
FOR MAIDEN CONCERT

KERRY’S ADVICE TO 
HER YOUNGER SELF

The American pop rock band Maroon 5 has 
arrived in India ahead of their debut concert 
in Mumbai. The members of the band were 
seen waving at the paparazzi stationed at 
Terminal 2 of the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
International Airport in Mumbai, Tuesday

Hollywood star Kerry Washington wished 
that she had enjoyed her fame as she 
revealed the advice she would give her 
younger self. The 47-year-old actress was 
honoured with a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame in recognition of her career 
spanning over three decades
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Bhubaneswar: Inter-
national Theatre (IT), a 
drama troupe established 
here in 1975 and having 
branches in cities like 
New Delhi, Dehradun, 
Guwahati, and Patna, or-
ganised a four-day nation-
al-level theatre festival at 
Rabindra Mandap Tues-
day to mark its golden 
jubilee celebration.

On the fi rst day of the 
event, Kolkata-based 
troupe Ha-Za-Ba-Ra-La 
presented the Bengali 
play Aniket Sandhya. 
Written and directed by 
Chandan Sen, the drama 
showcased how the pres-
ent generations under-
mine the age-old values 

and traditional family 
bonds. An active person, 
when arriving at his/her 
twilight years, becomes 
a liability to the family, 
highlighted director Sen, 
who has been practicing  

theatre for more than 40 
years.

The drawing-room 
drama had Subhas Mai-
tra, Prabir Dutta, Partha 
Chowdhury, Shuchismita 
Singha, and Bidisha Sen 

playing key roles.
Among the luminaries, 

Law Minister Prithiviraj 
Harichandan, Ekamra 
MLA Babu Singh, and 
former Commission-
er-cum-Secretary of Cul-
ture Department Man-
oranjan Panigrahi were 
in attendance. Eminent 
theatre personalities Ra-
mesh Panigrahi, Manoj 
Patnaik, Binayaka Mish-
ra, and Prasanna Mishra 
were conferred with In-
ternational Theatre hon-
ours, shared IT’s Director 
Mihir Kumar Meher.

A national-level sem-
inar was held earlier 
in the day to mark the 
occasion. PNN

Mumbai: Actor Vikrant 
Massey, who earlier an-
nounced his ‘retirement’ 
from fi lms, has now issued 
a fresh statement with 
regards to his announce-
ment. The actor clarifi ed 
that he is not retiring from 
fi lms, as a major section of 
the media reported, and 
said that he is just going for 
a long break to focus on his 
health and his family.

 The actor said in his 
fresh statement, “Acting is 
all I can do. And it has giv-
en me everything I have. 
My physical and mental 
health have taken a hit. 
I just want to take some 
time off, I want to better 

my craft. I feel a sense of 
monotony at the moment”. 

He added, “My post 
has been misinter-
preted that I am 
quitting or retir-
ing from acting. 
I want to take 
some time off to 
focus on my fam-
ily and health. 
I would be back 
when the time feels 
right.”

Earlier, the actor 
had announced 
his “retirement” 
when he took to 
his social media, 
and shared a 
post. 

Meanwhile, on the work 
front, the actor has 

been receiving a 
lot of positive 

response for 
his recently 

released 
movie The 
Sabarmati 
Report. 

IANS

A scene from Bengali play Aniket Sandhya

Tamannaah 
on body standards

Vikrant not retiring, 
taking a long break

INTERNATIONAL THEATRE’S GOLDEN JUBILEE

Aniket Sandhya showcases how modern 
times take a toll on values, morals
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NATYADHARA: DAY-3
Bhubaneswar-based theatre troupe 

‘Mancha Pradipa’ presents Odia play 
‘Madhyahna re Suryasta’ at Bhanja 

Kala Mandap in the City, Tuesday. The 
event was jointly organised by Culture 

department, Odisha Sangeet Natak 
Akademi and Odisha Natya Sangh    

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu, who 
arrived here Tuesday on a fi ve-
day visit to the state, unveiled 
a statue of Santali writer and 
educator Pandit Raghunath 
Murmu in the Capital City.

She also visited the Adim 
Owar Jarpa Jaher, a sacred 
place for Santals, here and of-
fered prayers.

The President was accorded a 
warm welcome at Biju Patnaik 
International Airport (BPIA), 
where she landed on a special 
aircraft of the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) to commence her fi ve-day 
long visit to Odisha.

She was received at the air-
port by Governor Raghubar 
Das, Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi and other dig-
nitaries.

People standing on both 
sides of the roads from BPIA 
to Niladri Vihar area welcomed 
the ‘daughter of the soil’. Mur-
mu will spend the night at Raj 
Bhavan here, according to 
sources.

During her Odisha tour, she 
will visit Khurda, Puri and Ma-
yurbhanj districts for various 
programmes.

As per the President’s offi cial 
itinerary, she will leave for Pu-
ri at 9am Wednesday and have 
darshan and perform puja at 
the Jagannath temple.

She will also attend the 75th 
anniversary celebrations of 
Gopabandhu Ayurveda Ma-
havidyalaya in Puri, the state-
ment said.

At noon, she will have her 

lunch at Raj Bhavan in Puri 
and then attend the Navy Day 
celebrations at Blue Flag Beach 
in the Pilgrim City.

She will return to Bhu-
baneswar from Puri Thursday 
morning and attend the 40th 
convocation of Odisha Univer-
sity of Agricultural and Tech-
nology (OUAT) around 11am.

Thereafter, she will inaugu-
rate the Bhubaneswar-based 
Judicial Court Complex 
around 5pm and return to Raj 
Bhavan around 6:30pm.

On December 6, Murmu will 
interact with residents of Upa-
rbeda village, her birthplace. 
On the same day, she will 
interact with students and 

teachers at Mahila Mahavidy-
alaya in Rairangpur.

The President will lay 
the foundation of Bangiri-
posi-Gorumahisani, Bura-
mara-Chakulia, and Badampa-
har-Kendujhargarh railway 
lines, a tribal research and de-
velopment centre, Dandbose 
airport and a sub-divisional 
hospital in Rairangpur De-
cember 7, the statement said.

Bhubaneswar Deputy Com-
missioner of Police Pinak 
Mishra said a three-tier se-
curity arrangement has been 
made for the President’s vis-
it. Over 40 platoons, includ-
ing traffic forces, have been 
deployed.

Prez begins 5-day visit, unveils 
Pt Raghunath Murmu’s statue

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Dec 3: A rare 
footage of two melanistic ti-
ger cubs roaming with their 
mother at Similipal Tiger 
Reserve in Mayurbhanj dis-
trict has been captured via 
AI-enabled cameras, bringing 
cheers to wildlife enthusiasts 
and conservationists, a ac-
cording to a report Tuesday.

Expressing his excitement, 
Chief Wildlife Warden Prem 
Kumar Jha has shared the 
news and images of the mel-
anistic tiger cubs on social 
media platform X.

Similipal is famous for its 
unique melanistic tigers, a 
rare genetic variation seen 
only in this sanctuary. The 
presence of these tigers 
draws significant attention 
from wildlife lovers and 
tourists globally. The Forest 
department is monitoring 
their movements through 
advanced AI camera systems 
continuously. Recently, the 

AI cameras identified the 
cubs, designated as cub-1 and 
cub-2, belonging to the mel-
anistic T-24 lineage. These 
cubs, estimated to be a year 
old, further emphasise Simili-
pal’s unique biodiversity.

Currently, the Similipal 
Tiger Reserve is home to 27 
adult Royal Bengal Tigers 
and 12 cubs, including 13 
melanistic ones. Regional 
Chief Wildlife Conservator 
of Forests Prakash Chan-
dra Gogineni has expressed 
optimism for the increasing 
melanistic tiger count in the 
sanctuary.

To support the tiger popu-

lation, two tigresses, Yamuna 
and Zeenat, have been relo-
cated to the core areas of two 
forest divisions within the 
sanctuary. Both are reported-
ly healthy and adapting well 
to their new habitats. Their 
activities are being moni-
tored round the clock using 
radio collars, ensuring their 
safety, while movement pat-
terns are well-documented.

The Forest department 
remains hopeful about the 
sustained growth of the tiger 
population, reinforcing its 
commitment to biodiversity 
conservation, forest officials 
added.

Melanistic tiger cubs in Similipal bring joy for wildlife lovers
PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: The Odi-
sha Police has rescued 334 chil-
dren, including 306 girls, who 
were reported missing from the 
state, during a special drive, a 
senior offi cer said, Tuesday.

The special drive was conducted 
under the supervision of the Crime 
Against Women and Children 
wing, Bhubaneswar from Novem-
ber 18 to November 23 throughout 
the state to rescue the missing chil-
dren of Odisha, the offi cer said.

“Within six days, 334 chil-
dren have been rescued from 
various parts of Odisha and 
outside the state. Of them, 306 
are girls, Crime Against Wom-
en and Children wing IGP 
Shyni S said in a statement. 
The children were reunited 
with their families. Bhadrak 
police rescued 65 children, the 
highest by a district, and was 
the best-performing district in 
Odisha, the police said.

Bhubaneswar: The body of 
an unidentifi ed man, believed 
to be around 35 years, was 
found from a drain close to the 
railway tracks near Mancheswar 
railway crossing in the early 
hours of Tuesday, Government 
Railway Police (GRP) said. IIC of 
Bhubaneswar GRP Ashok Kumar 
Gocchayat said, “Although a 
suicide note was not found 
from the spot, medical reports 
suggest that the man was under 
the infl uence of alcohol when 
the mishap took place.” It is 
suspected that the man jumped 
before a running train and died 
on the spot. Gocchayat said the 
cops, with the help of locals from 
nearby slums, recovered the body 
from a drain near the tracks. There 
were deep injuries in his face 
and arms. The cops are scanning 
the CCTV footage of nearby area 
to get details about the victim’s 
movement and his identity. “We 
have sent the body to Capital 
Hospital for autopsy”, he added.

SAFETY IN MIND: Tight security in Puri, Tuesday, ahead of President Droupadi Murmu’s scheduled visit to Srimandir and Navy Day celebration at Blue 
Flag Beach Wednesday  PIC: YAGNESWAR MOHANTY

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: Film 
producer Ektaa Kapoor Tuesday 
called on Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi and thanked him 
for making ‘The Sabarmati Re-
port’ movie tax-free in the state.

Kapoor met Majhi at his 
chamber in the Assembly.

“I thanked the CM for making 
‘The Sabarmati Report’ tax-free 
in Odisha. He said that all of his 
ministers have watched the 
movie. Besides, we talked about 
Odisha and Bhubaneswar,” Ka-
poor said.

The fi lm, starring Vikrant 
Massey, Raashii Khanna and 
Ridhi Dogra, has been directed 
by Dheeraj Sarna and produced 
by Shobha Kapoor, Ektaa R 
Kapoor, Amul V Mohan and 
Anshul Mohan. It was released 
November 15. Odisha is the sev-
enth BJP-ruled state to exempt 
'The Sabarmati Report' from 
entertainment tax.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: Only 16 
of 207 approved mega piped wa-
ter supply projects have been 
completed in Odisha and the 
rest are in progress, Panchayati 
Raj and Drinking Water Minis-
ter Rabi Narayan Naik told the 
Assembly Tuesday.

Replying to a question by 
BJD legislator Souvic Biswal, 
Naik said the projects were 
targeted to be completed in 
two years after issuance of 
work orders. 

“However, some projects got 
delayed due to various reasons, 
including delays in the conduct 
of detailed engineering surveys 
and investigations, identifi ca-
tion of the source of water and 

approval of different depart-
ments,” Naik said.

“Considering the prevailing 
issues and progress, steps are 
being taken to complete the 
ongoing 191 projects in three 
phases,” he said.

Fifty-six projects were tar-
geted to be completed by March 
2025, and an additional 54 would 
be to be completed by December 
2025, the Minister said.

A target has been set to 
complete the remaining 81 
piped water supply projects, 
which were started at the 
end of 2022 and early 2023, by 
June 2026, Naik informed the 
House.

He also blamed the pre-
vious BJD government for 
the delay in the execution of 

these projects.
Contractors, who do not be-

long to Odisha, have performed 
only minimal tasks such as in-
stalling pipes, ceasing opera-
tions before constructing key 
structures like intake wells, 
and purifi cation of the water, 
Naik said.

The contractors have also 
taken away the cream of the to-

tal allocated funds, he claimed.
The Minister informed the 

House that the contractors 
have been asked to speed up 
the work. The government is 
committed to providing drink-
ing water to all, he added.

Participating in the discus-
sion, senior BJD MLA Badri 
Narayan Patra said that delay 
in water projects is a major rea-
son behind the defeat of several 
candidates during the last 2024 
election.

“I have personally experi-
enced voters’ anger due to the 
non-completion of promised 
projects before elections. Can-
didates, who narrowly lost elec-
tions, felt that voters' dissatis-
faction was caused by these 
postponements,” he added. 

Only 16/207 water projects completed: Min

POLITICKLE by MANJULBody found near tracks

Ektaa Kapoor 
meets Majhi

Cops rescue 334 
missing children

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: Oppo-
sition BJD and Congress MLAs 
Tuesday staged a walkout from 
the Assembly, accusing the rul-
ing BJP of failing to control prices 
of essential commodities and re-
solve the potato crisis in the state.

The issues were debated in 
the House over the admissibil-
ity of an adjournment motion 
moved by the Opposition on 
price rise of vegetables, pulses, 
edible oil and fuel.

The Opposition members 
took exception to comments 
made by Food Supplies and 
Consumer Welfare Minister KC 
Patra that adverse climate con-
ditions, rates in international 
and domestic markets, and less 
production by producing states 
led to rise in prices of essential 
commodities in Odisha.

“This government has com-
pletely failed to control the pric-
es of commodities and is unable 
to meet the basic requirements 
of the state. The minister misled 
people by making a careless state-
ment on availability and prices of 
potatoes in the state,” Opposition 
Chief Whip Pramila Mallik said.

Congress members Tara-
prasad Bahinipati, Ashok Das 

and BJD's Byomkesh Ray, 
Dhruba Charan Sahu and 
Goutam Buddha Das came 
down heavily on the minister, 
holding him responsible for the 
“suffering of people”.

“There have been potato cri-
ses several times after the BJP 
government came to power. The 
minister has failed to handle the 
situation and is now shifting 
blame on others,” they alleged. 
Noting that a kg of potato is sold 
at `50 in the retail market, Ba-
hinipati demanded that the state 
government provide subsidy.

“The price of pulses is `180 
a kg and edible oil `190 a litre. 

The government should give 
subsidy on essential food items 
as the state earns a lot from dif-
ferent sources like mining, GST 
and others,” Bahinipati said.

Treasury bench members, in-
cluding Saroj Padhi and Babu 
Singh, asserted that the Odisha 
government was making all ef-
forts to control the price of es-
sential commodities.

Patra also blamed the pre-
vious BJD government for 
“failing to provide irrigation 
to farmlands and increase pro-
duction”. “They (BJD) could 
not build the required cold stor-
ages in the state,” he alleged.

Price rise: Oppn stages walkout
MLAs demand salary hike
Bhubaneswar: MLAs cutting across party lines Tuesday demanded an increase 
in their salaries and enhanced pensions for former lawmakers. The issue was 
raised during the Zero Hour by Opposition Chief Whip Pramila Mallik, supported by 
members from both Congress and BJP. Mallik emphasised the need to increase the 
pension of former MLAs, saying they were struggling to manage due to rising mar-
ket prices and medical expenses. She pointed out that a committee formed by the 
previous government had already submitted a report recommending an increase 
in the salary of MLAs to `2.5 lakh per month and the pension for former MLAs to 
`70,000 a month. Mallik also called for an increase in the MLA Local Area Develop-
ment (LAD) fund from `3 crore to `5 crore. Congress Legislature Party (CLP) leader 
RC Kadam echoed the demand, saying the fund should be increased alongside the 
salary and pension hikes. Congress MLA Tara Prasad Bahinipati also suggested in-
creasing health insurance coverage for journalists to `20 lakh, a proposal that was 
supported by a few MLAs. BJP’s Bhaskar Madhei called for swift action on increas-
ing MLA salaries and pensions, urging the government to implement the earlier 
committee’s recommendations. Speaker Surama Padhy expressed her agreement 
that the demands of the lawmakers were genuine and directed the Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister to present the matter to the government.

Similipal is famous for its unique 
melanistic tigers, a rare genetic 
variation seen only in this sanctuary

The presence of these tigers 
draws signifi cant attention from 
wildlife lovers and tourists globally

The Forest department is 
monitoring the movement of the 
cubs through AI camera systems
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: A del-
egation of the Opposition BJD 
Tuesday met Union Minister 
for Jal Shakti CR Patil and ap-
prised him of the potential sub-
mergence of large areas in Odi-
sha’s Malkangiri district, due 
to construction of a multi-pur-
pose project in neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh.

The delegation, led by senior 
leader Debi Prasad Mishra, also 
submitted a memorandum with 
the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

The regional party in its 
memorandum mentioned that 
the Polavaram project is likely 
to impact the lives and liveli-
hoods of thousands of tribal 
people, especially those from 
vulnerable and primitive tribes 
in Malkangiri.

“This requires urgent atten-

tion and remedial action,” the 
BJD said, adding, the Central 
government recently sanc-
tioned `15,000 crore for com-
pletion of the project.

The BJD, in a statement, 
said the project was conceived 
under the resolution of the Go-
davari Water Dispute Tribu-
nal (GWDT), which outlined 
agreements between Andhra 
Pradesh, Odisha, and Madhya 
Pradesh.

“However, signifi cant chang-
es have been made to the orig-
inal design fl ood discharge 
capacity of the dam project. 
The project authorities have 
increased the fl ood discharge 
from 36 lakh cusecs to 50 lakh 
cusecs, without suffi cient con-
sideration of the backwater im-
pact in the upstream states of 
Odisha and Chhattisgarh.

“This shift has caused ap-

prehensions among the affect-
ed populations of Malkangiri, 
who are at the risk of losing 
their lands and homes,” it said.

The delegation, which 
reached New Delhi Tuesday, 
would also meet top offi cials of 

the Central Water Commission 
and the Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs, and submit memoranda 
on the adverse impacts of the 
Polavaram project on Odisha.

Earlier, BJD president 
Naveen Patnaik had formed a 

fact-fi nding committee, which 
toured various areas in Mal-
kangiri district and prepared a 
report on the possible impact of 
the project.

According to the committee's 
report, around 200 villages in 
Motu and Padia blocks of the 
district will be inundated due 
to the project.

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: In a 
landmark achievement, Odis-
ha exported its largest-ever on-
road engineering equipment 
to Bhutan Tuesday, marking 
a signifi cant milestone in the 
state’s manufacturing and ex-
port sector under the Make-in-
India initiative.

The fl ag-off event, held at 
Mancheswar, was inaugurated 
by MSME and Fisheries & An-
imal Resources Development 
Minister Gokulananda Mallik. 
Speaking at the occasion, he 
said, “This is a moment of im-
mense pride for Odisha. The 
state has demonstrated its capa-
bility in manufacturing world-
class engineering equipment 

and achieving self-reliance un-
der the Make-in-India scheme."

MSME department princi-
pal secretary Hemant Sharma 
highlighted the importance of 
the achievement in boosting 
Odisha’s manufacturing sector. 
“This accomplishment will at-
tract more opportunities for ex-
porting engineering equipment 
produced by MSMEs. The de-
partment is committed to pro-

viding all necessary support to 
enhance exports and aims to es-
tablish new milestones in this 
domain,” he remarked.

The equipment was produced 
by East End Technologies Pri-
vate Limited, a small-scale en-
terprise based in Chowdwar In-
dustrial Estate. Operating since 
2007, the company has consis-
tently delivered excellence and 
now showcased its capabilities 

on the global stage.
The event was organised by 

Utkal Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Limited (UCCI) in 
collaboration with the Associa-
tion of Industrial Entrepreneurs 
of Bhubaneswar (AIEBA). 

Key attendees included East 
End Technologies’ managing di-
rector Sandeep Patnaik, UCCI 
vice-president JK Rath, secre-
tary Sanjeev Mahapatra, AIEBA 
vice-president Subir Banerjee, 
and other dignitaries and indus-
trialists.

This milestone refl ects Odis-
ha’s growing stature in global 
engineering exports and high-
lights the state’s dedication to 
promoting its manufacturing 
sector as a key player in inter-
national markets.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: The 
Google Wellness Foundation, 
a City-based non-profi t organi-
sation offi cially began its jour-
ney Tuesday with a mission to 
provide care, compassion, and 
support to the elderly, especially 
those living in isolation.

Registered as a trust for so-
cial service, the Foundation 
aims to address the multifac-
eted needs of seniors who often 
face neglect and loneliness due 
to socio-economic changes, in-
cluding children living abroad 
or lack of family care. Speaking 
at the inaugural event, Bijay 
Patnaik, former Chief Secretary 
of Odisha and chief guest, em-
phasised the urgency of elderly 
care. “The needs of the elderly 
have evolved dramatically in re-
cent years, creating a pressing 
demand for dedicated support,” 
he said.

Pradipta Kumar Swain, 
Managing Trustee and former 

CEO of WATCO, Odisha, under-
scored the Foundation’s mission 
to ensure that no elderly person 
feels abandoned. “We are not 
just a service provider; we are 
a family. Our hands-on care in-
cludes medical assistance, daily 
essential support, transporta-
tion to hospitals or banks, and 
home health services like blood 
sample collection and check-
ups,” Swain explained.

The Foundation pledges to 
transform isolation into com-
panionship by providing phys-
ical and emotional support to 
ensure dignity, comfort, and 
grace in the golden years.

The event saw participation 
from prominent personalities, 
including Sanjay Pramanik, 
former Special Secretary, Sarat 
Chandra Mishra, water sector 
leader and former COO of WAT-
CO, and social worker Saroj 
Nalini Parida, alongside Foun-
dation members, who expressed 
their commitment to uplifting 
the lives of elderly citizens.

BJD team warns Min on Andhra Dam project’s impact
Delegation raises alarms over potential fl ooding and displacement in Malkangiri district due to the Polavaram project 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3:  Con-
gress leader Srikant Jena 
Tuesday wrote a letter to Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, 
seeking his attention towards 
the under-utilised defense and 
marine sector in the state. 

In the letter, Jena said, “De-
spite Odisha’s natural and stra-
tegic advantages, including its 
480-km long coastline, its poten-
tial remains under-utilised in 
contributing to national security 
and economic growth.” 

“The recently concluded Bali 
Yatra festival, reminded us of 
our glorious maritime heritage, 
where our ancestors demonstrat-
ed exceptional naval and trade 
expertise. However, the limited 

development in this sector today 
highlights the need for focused 
interventions,” he added.

“Given the Navy Day celebra-
tions in presence of President of 
India and other senior defense 
personnel in Puri, I urge you to 
take this opportunity to pres-
ent our demands to President 
Droupadi Murmu and lead an 
all-party delegation to strength-
en Odisha’s defense and mari-
time infrastructure,” Jena said.

The demand includes, en-
hancing defense educational 
infrastructure, establishment of 
a maritime university, develop-
ment of defense and commercial 
shipyards, strengthening Hindu-
stan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 
operations in Sunabeda and re-
vival of potential airstrips. 

Jena, further added that the 
state has one of the lowest rep-
resentations in army recruit-
ment, which can be attribut-
ed to the lack of preparatory 
schools that provide special-
ised coaching for defense-re-
lated examinations. “There is 
a pressing need to establish a 
comprehensive, mega-scale ar-
my recruitment coaching cen-
ter. Additionally, more Sainik 
Schools, military schools, par-
ticularly in regions such as Rai-
rangpur and Koraput should be 
established. These institutions 
will prepare our youth for ca-
reers in the armed forces, re-
duce migration, and channel 
their aspirations toward serv-
ing the state and nation,” Jena 
stated. 

Google Wellness Foundation
launches support for elderly

Odisha exports largest equipment to Bhutan

POST NEWS NETWORK

Konark, Dec 3: The 35th 
Konark Festival 2024’s third 
evening showcased mesmeris-
ing classical dance performanc-
es, featuring Odissi and Mohini-
yattam, against the iconic 
backdrop of the 13th 
century Sun Temple. 

The evening com-
menced with the 
ceremonial light-
ing of the lamp 
by Puri Gajapati 
Maharaja Dibyas-
ingha Deb, joined by 
Law, Excise, and Works 
Minister Prithiviraj Harichan-
dan, renowned Mardala Guru 
Dhaneswar Swain, and other 
distinguished guests.

The fi rst performance fea-
tured Guru Arnab Bandopad-
hyay and his troupe from 
Darpani, Kolkata, delivering 
an exceptional Odissi recital. 
The program began with Sri-
ta Kamala Kucha Mandala, an 
Ashtapadi from Jayadeva’s 
Geeta Govinda, celebrating the 
divine beauty of Lord Vishnu. 

The piece, a part of Padma 
Vibhushan Guru Kelucharan 
Mohapatra’s repertoire, set a 
powerful tone. Following this, 
Hamsadhwani Pallavi im-
pressed the audience with its 
intricate rhythms and elegant 
movements. The segment con-
cluded with Krishna Katha, an 
original piece by Guru Arnab 
Bandopadhyay, narrating Lord 
Krishna’s divine journey as 

savior, creator, and guide. The 
recital was enhanced by the 
masterful music of Pt. Bhu-
baneswar Mishra and Himan-
shu Shekhar Swain.

The second half featured 
Guru Sunanda Nair and her 
group from the USA capti-
vating the audience with 
their graceful Mohiniyattam 
performance. Their recital 
opened with GrapathyTalam, 

a devotional piece dedicated 
to Lord Ganesh, followed by 
Kartiyayani Devi, praising 
the goddess of prosperity. The 
evening concluded with Mad-
hurashtakam, a poetic tribute 
to Lord Krishna’s sweetness. 
The elegant choreography of 
Sunanda Nair highlighted the 
profound beauty of Mohiniyat-
tam, leaving a lasting impres-
sion on attendees.

Odissi, Mohiniyattam enchant audiences

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: High-
er Education Minister Sury-
abanshi Suraj emphasised 
the importance of preserving 
Odisha’s language and culture 
amid globalisation during the 
10th Foundation Day of Rama 
Devi Women’s University (RD-
WU), celebrating Maa Rama 
Devi’s 125th birth anniversa-
ry. 

The event featured Berham-
pur University VC Geetanjali 
Dash as guest of honour and 
Infosys leader Bobby Patnaik 
as keynote speaker. RDWU’s 
VC Aparajita Chowdhury, 
registrar Shyamali Mohapa-
tra, and CPGC Chandi Charan 
Rath were also present.

The annual report was un-
veiled, highlighting RDWU’s 
recent B++ NAAC accredita-
tion. Mohapatra expressed 
commitment to advancing in 
line with Maa Rama Devi’s 
ideals. Chowdhury reaffi rmed 
the university’s mission to 
empower women through ed-
ucation, aligning with Rama 
Devi’s legacy of empowerment 
and progress.

Patnaik stressed the need 
for equal opportunities in ed-
ucation and skill development 
as essential for women’s true 
empowerment. The celebra-
tion concluded with awards 
for top performers and a cul-
tural programme.

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: Deputy 
Chief Minister and Agriculture 
and Farmers’ Empowerment 
Minister Kanak Vardhan Singh 
Deo engaged in an important di-
alogue with farmers from the 
Kendu leaf and sugarcane sec-
tors here Tuesday. The meet-
ing aimed to address pressing 
issues and promote sustainable 
improvements in the liveli-
hoods and working conditions 
of workers integral to Odisha’s 
forest economy.

Singh Deo met with mem-
bers of the Odisha Kendu Leaf 
Association, who shared their 
concerns and outlined various 
demands. They highlighted the 
positive impact of favourable 

weather this year, which led 
to high-quality Kendu leaf 
production and emphasised 
the need for increased farmer 
income.

Responding to the farmers’ 
requests, Singh Deo assured 
them of his support, stating, 
“We have heard your demands 
and problems and accept them 
sympathetically. We will pres-
ent these issues to the Chief 
Minister and work on solutions 
promptly.”

The meeting was also attend-
ed by Forest, Environment and 
Climate Change Minister Ga-

nesh Ram Singh Khuntia, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary Saty-
abrat Sahu, Chief Conservator 
of Forests Devidatta Vishwala 
Major, and other offi cials.

Following the discussions 
on Kendu leaf, Singh Deo al-
so met representatives of the 
Bharatiya Kishan Sangha to 
address issues concerning the 
Bolangir and Nayagarh Sugar 
Mills. The aim was to foster 
productive dialogue and iden-
tify sustainable strategies to re-
vitalize these mills, promoting 
prosperity within local farming 
communities.

Deputy CM meets farmers, 
discusses Kendu leaf issue

Minister Kanak 
Vardhan Singh Deo 

engages with farmers to 
address key issues and 
explore solutions for 
improving livelihoods 
and revitalising sugar 

mills in Odisha

RDWU celebrates 
10th Foundation Day

Jena urges CM to bolster
defense & maritime infra New Delhi: The Indian Council of 

Medical Research (ICMR) is working 
on multiple projects to reduce the 
neonatal mortality rate, and prevent 
stillbirths in India, the Centre informed 
Tuesday.  In a written reply in the Rajya 
Sabha, the Union Minister of State for 
Health and Family Welfare, Prataprao 
Jadhav, said that ICMR has identifi ed 
neonatal mortality as a national health 
research priority, and it has under-
taken several key research projects on 
the health of newborns and children.
Under its ‘Sankalp’ programme, the 
ICMR aims to “strengthen, implement 
and monitor the target of achieving 
single-digit neonatal mortality.”
The apex body has also launched 
research to reduce stillbirths.
“It is also developing a project on 
building evidence and designing solu-
tions to prevent stillbirths in the coun-
try,” Jadhav said. It also did important 
studies on pediatric kidney diseases 
and intravenous antibiotics in the 
treatment of uncomplicated neonatal 
bacterial sepsis. “The ICMR has also 
undertaken a project to design, imple-
ment, and optimise a model to provide 
comprehensive care across the fi rst 
1,000 days of life,” Jadhav said.

'ICMR working to prevent 
neonatal mortality'

KONARK 
FESTIVAL

Artistes perform during the 35th Konark Festival 2024 against the backdrop of 13th century Sun Temple on the 
coastline in Puri district, Tuesday  oP PHOTO

Earlier, BJD president 
Naveen Patnaik had 
formed a fact-fi nding 
committee, which 
toured various areas 
in Malkangiri district 
and prepared a 
report on the possible 
impact of the project

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: An In-
dian Navy diving team saved 
the life of an injured 20-year-
old man from the sea near the 
Niladri beach in Puri, an offi -
cial said Tuesday.

The diving team was carry-
ing out a recce of the beach in 
the morning, when they heard 
a distress call from a youth, 
whose knees were fractured 
after being struck by a rock 
while swimming, he said.

Two divers rushed for help 
and rescued him, the Navy of-
fi cial said. They took him to a 
nearby naval ambulance point, 
and then to the Puri hospital for 
treatment.

Navy divers rescue 
injured man from sea
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Jajpur, Dec 3: The Centre’s 
proposal to set up a strategic 
oil reserve near Chandikhole 
in Jajpur district has failed to 
make any headway as the state 
government is yet to take a 
call on closure of black granite 
mines on the foothills of Dan-
kari hills under Dharmasala 
block, a report said.

Although the establishment 
of India’s fourth largest under-
ground oil storage facility at 
Chandikhole had received ap-
proval from the Union Cabinet, 
an assessment report submitted 
by the district administration 
then feared that the proposed 
project will entail a revenue 
loss of  `1,413.86 crore due to 
closure of 16 black granite 
mines. Chatters were abuzz 
that a vested interest group at 
work to stall the project. 

The Dankari hills, known 
for their abundant reserves of 

minor minerals and valuable 
granite stones, were initially 
earmarked for the oil storage 
facility. Indian Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserves Limited 
(ISPRL) deputy CEO Ajay Das 
clarifi ed that only 15 per cent 
of the Dankari area would be 
utilised for the proposed facil-
ity. Despite these assurances, 
the project has remained in 
limbo for six years.

Meanwhile, the state govern-
ment has planned to establish 
an underground diesel storage 
facility in Barada mouza, adja-
cent to Dankari hills. Notably, 
Barada mouza houses fi ve valu-
able black granite mines, rais-
ing concerns that these mines 
might need to be shut down for 
safety and security reasons.

This scenario has sparked 
skepticism about the viability 
of the proposed underground 
diesel storage project, leaving 
its success uncertain.

According to a letter from the 

executive engineer of Rural De-
velopment department, Jaraka 
Division, the state government 
has proposed establishment of 
a ground-level diesel storage 
depot in Barada mouza. 

The executive engineer (via 
letter number 5076, dated- No-
vember 12, 2024) has issued a 
no objection certifi cate (NOC) 
to the Additional District Mag-
istrate of Jajpur, indicating 
that the project would not face 
any major hurdles if it is estab-
lished. However, details such 
as project costs, required land 
area, and other related aspects 
are not yet available.

Notably, five black stone 
quarries are in operation in 
Barada mouza spanning over 
40 acre of land. Four of these 
quarries are leased to Ajit 
Sahu, and one to Prakash 
Nayak. However, operations 
at Ajit Sahu's quarries have 
reportedly ceased following a 
penalty notice.

The state government earns 
annual revenue of around `2 
crore from these quarries in 
Barada mouza.

It is alleged that revenue be-
ing earned from the quarries 
and the infl uence of local stake-
holders might be contributing to 
delays in the establishment of 
underground crude oil project. 

Observers argue that the fea-
sibility and execution of this 
project remain uncertain.

This development high-
lights the interplay between 
existing revenue-generating 
activities and new infra-
structure proposals, which 
may require further scrutiny 
to assess long-term viability.

6 yrs on, Chandikhole oil 
reserve plan a pipedream

REVENUE GENERATION FROM BLACK STONE MINES AND INFLUENCE OF 
LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS REPORTEDLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE DELAY   

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Dec 3: Two Na-
tional Institute of Technology 
(NIT), Rourkela faculty mem-
bers represented India at the 
recently-concluded 9th BRICS 
Young Scientist Forum (YSF) 
2024 held in Russia. 

Prof Madhuresh Dwivedi, As-
sociate Professor in the Depart-
ment of Food Process Engineer-
ing, and Prof Medha Nayak, 
Assistant Professor in the De-
partment of Humanities and So-
cial Sciences, represented the 
country at the prestigious event 
which was held from November 
25 to 29 in Sochi, Russia. 

The forum brought togeth-
er over 150 young scientists 
and innovators from BRICS 
nations—Brazil, Russia, In-
dia, China, and South Africa, 
along with new members Iran, 
Egypt, the United Arab Emir-

ates, and Ethiopia.
Prof Dwivedi contributed 

to the thematic area of ‘Na-
ture-like and Convergent 
Technologies as Drivers for a 
Sustainable Future,’ while Prof 
Nayak shared her research on 
‘Human-Elephant Interactions 

within the framework of Digital 
Humanities’. 

Through their partici-
pation, the two scientists 
highlighted the vital role of 
Indian researchers/young 
scientists in addressing glob-
al challenges through inno-

vative approaches.
Meanwhile, Prof K Umama-

heshwar Rao, Director, NIT 
Rourkela congratulated the duo 
and said, “Their participation 
in the prestigious event refl ects 
their expertise and commit-
ment to advancing knowledge 
in their respective fi elds.”

Sharing the joy, Prof Dwive-
di thanked NIT Rourkela and 
the Department of Science and 
Technology (DST), and said, “It 
is a moment of pride when the 
nameplate of your seat (at the 
event) doesn’t bear your name 
but proudly displays INDIA. 
No other experience can match 
the joy and honour it brings. It 
was a great opportunity for me 
to talk on the topic of Nature, 
like convergent technology 
and its applications in Food 
Process Engineering to achieve 
sustainability and the goal of 
zero hunger.”

Prof Medha Nayak said, 
“This was for the fi rst time hu-
manities and social sciences 
was included in the scientist 
forum. Therefore, it was a mo-
ment of pride to represent India 
as a social scientist. I would like 
to thank the expert committee 
from DST, GoI (Government of 
India) for selecting me to be a 
part of the forum.”

She said meeting fellow rep-
resentatives from other coun-
tries opened doors for collabo-
ration and co-learning.

For reference, an expert 
committee from the DST, GoI, 
had selected a delegation of 12 
young scientists from India. 
The BRICS YSF serves as a vi-
tal platform for international 
collaboration and innovation 
among young researchers, driv-
ing efforts toward a sustainable 
and inclusive future, a state-
ment from NIT Rourkela said.

2 NIT researchers represent India at BRICS meet

PROF. MADHURESH DWIVEDIPROF. MEDHA NAYAK

POST NEWS NETWORK  

Bhadrak, Dec 3: Police Mon-
day night arrested two persons 
for illegally transporting cattle 
in a 16-wheeler truck near vet-
erinary hospital at Basudevpur 
chhak in this district and res-
cued 35 bovines. They have also 
seized the vehicle.

The accused were identifi ed 
as Sheikh Farid, 35, and Mar-
shid Khan, 36, both residents 
of Gujidarada village under 
Bhadrak Rural police station. 

Acting on a tip-off that 35 cows 
were being smuggled in a cruel 
manner in a 16-wheeler truck on 
Basudevpur-Jamujhadi road, 
Bhadrak SP Madhkar Sandeep 
Sampat asked Basudevpur po-
lice to take swift action. A team 
of Basudevpur police intercept-
ed the vehicle near High School 
Chhak but the smugglers tried 
to push the vehicle towards the 
police and fl ed with the truck. 

However, the cops chased the 
vehicle and managed to stop it 
near the veterinary hospital and 
arrested the driver and helper of 
the truck. Informed, Basudevpur 
IIC Lopamudra Nayak rushed to 
the spot to take stock of the situ-
ation. Police also seized two dif-
ferent number plates being used 
in the truck. A case (No 903/24) 
was registered at Basudevpur 
police station in this regard.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Balasore, Dec 3: A local court 
in Balasore district Tuesday 
sentenced a man to 20 years of 
rigorous imprisonment (RI) for 
abducting and raping a minor 
girl in 2022.

Special POCSO judge Ranjan 
Kumar Sutar, relying upon 22 
witnesses and 40 exhibits, sen-
tenced the 26-year-old accused, 
along with a fi ne of `6,000, spe-
cial public prosecutor Pranab 
Kumar Panda said. 

In default of the payment, the 

convict has to undergo another 
two-year jail term, he said.

According to the prosecution, 
the case was reported from a 
village in Simulia area, where 
the accused kidnapped the 
16-year-old girl from her house 
January 19, 2022 and raped her.

The family members lodged 
an FIR after failing to trace 
the girl.

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Chhatrapur, Dec 3: More than 
20 corporators of Berhampur 
Municipal Corporation (Be-
MC) have accused the munic-
ipal commissioner of serious 
fi nancial irregularities, claim-
ing misuse of funds to benefi t 
an ‘illegitimate’ entity.

In a grievance letter sub-
mitted to the Chief Minister 
through Ganjam Collector 
Dibya Jyoti Parida, the corpo-
rators alleged fund transfer of 
`62,96,975 (via cheque number 
101534, dated Nov 14, 2024) to 
a delisted trust. They claimed 
this was done without the con-
sent of the Collector, state gov-
ernment, or the corporators’ 
council.

The corporators suspect the 
funds were diverted from Har-
ishchandra Yojana, which is 

intended to support post-death 
rituals for the general public. 
They also objected to the instal-
lation of a statue of a former 
Prime Minister, instead of a 
deity’s idol, in a pond tradi-
tionally used for Hindu rituals, 
stating this act has hurt public 
sentiments.

Additionally, the corporators 
alleged that despite repeated ap-
peals from the public and for-
mer MPs and MLAs to secure 

project allotments before the 
imposition of the election code 
of conduct, sanctioned projects 
were deliberately stalled under 
the pretext of the model code be-
ing in effect.

Concerns were raised over 
the non-utilisation of MPLAD 
(Members of Parliament Lo-
cal Area Development) and 
MLALAD (Members of Legis-
lative Assembly Local Area De-
velopment) funds for essential 

initiatives, such as pond ren-
ovations and other municipal 
services, indicating alleged mal 
intention by BeMC authorities.

They further highlighted 
the prolonged delay and even-
tual cancellation of the tender 
for road construction connect-
ing Lochapada and Siddharth 
Nagar, which has disappointed 
residents. Although the tender 
had been approved considering 
the area's needs, its abrupt can-
cellation has raised questions 
about the intentions of the mu-
nicipal authorities.

The corporators accused the 
BeMC authorities of monopo-
listic and unruly behaviour, 
which they claimed has fos-
tered dissatisfaction among 
residents and local represen-
tatives. They urged the state 
government to address their 
grievances promptly.

BeMC Commissioner faces irregularity charges

Man gets 20-yr RI for raping minor

Cattle-laden truck 
seized; 2 arrested
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Bhawanipatna, Dec 3: Farm-
ers under the banner of ‘Kru-
shak Sachetan Manch’ Tuesday 
blocked Bargarh-Borigumma 
NH-26 in Kalahandi district, 
demanding release of water 
from Indravati dam’s lift canal 
for Rabi season. 

The farmers protested the de-
cision of the Indravati project 
authority, which had alleged-
ly decided not to release water 
due to low water levels in the 
reservoir caused by inadequate 
rainfall in the catchment area 
during the previous monsoon.

The protest, led by farmers 
from Koksara and Dharamgarh 
blocks, began early in the 
morning near Moter Chowk, 
disrupting vehicular movement 
on the highway. 

‘Krushak Sachetan Manch’ 
president Siba Prasad Pradhani 
questioned how farmers would 

be able to cultivate crops if the 
canal water is not released 
during Rabi season.

The road blockade lasted for 
12 hours. Pradhani warned that 
if their demands are not met, the 
farmers would decide on further 
action at a meeting of the outfi t 
scheduled later this week.

Pranaya Pradhan, executive 
engineer of Indravati Lift Canal 
System, said the canal was in-
augurated in 2021 at a cost ofv 
`986.71 crore to irrigate over 
25,000-hectare land in 88 villag-
es under Koksara, Dharamgarh 
and Jaipatna blocks by lifting 
water from Mangalpur barrage. 

While Rabi irrigation is 
usually provided based on 
the water available in the 
reservoir, Pradhan said this 
year’s poor monsoon rainfall 
had significantly reduced the 
water level, making it impos-
sible to supply water to the 
lift canal for Rabi season.

Farmers block NH-26 
over irrigation woes

63 migrant workers 
get new ration card 
CHHATRAPUR: Sixty-three migrant 
Odia workers received ration cards 
at a function held at the NAC offi ce in 
Chhatrapur, offi cials said Monday.  The 
labourers had applied over e-labour 
portal ‘PAReSHRAM’ for the cards, they 
said. On the occasion, chief guest, 
MLA Chhatrapur Krushna Chandra 
Nayak, distributed the new cards in 
the presence of the NAC executive 
officer Prasanna Kumar Dash, NAC 
Chairperson Sarmistha Pradhan and 
Vice Chairperson G Papa Rao. 
As per the government scheme, the 
card holders will now receive dry 
ration at a subsidised rate, irrespec-
tive of their location. The facilities 
under the card are in line with the 
Central government’s "one nation 
one card" scheme.

HITTING THE BULL’S EYE : Women participate in an archery competition held at Baripada Stadium on the occasion of Mayurbhanj Mahotsav, Tuesday
 OP PHOTO
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Dhamnagar, Dec 3: Paresh Sa-
hu, the headmaster of Kaithad-
iha Primary school under this 
block in Bhadrak district suf-
fered critical injuries after his 
e-scooter burst into fl ames, 
offi cials said Tuesday. The 
incident happened Monday af-
ternoon when Sahu was leaving 

school for the day.
Eye-witnesses said that the 

e-scooter burst into fl ames when 
Sahu was trying to start it. Even 
though students panicked, Sahu 
himself rescued many of them 
and brought them out of the 
school building. While bring-
ing out one of the students, Sahu 
suffered severe burn injuries on 
his face and body. 

Locals present at the spot 
rushed Sahu to a nearby med-
ical facility where he is cur-
rently undergoing treatment. 
His condition is stated to be 
critical. The villagers alleged 
that though it is compulsory 
to have a two-wheeler stand 
in each school, it has not 
been constructed in this ed-
ucational institution. 

Headmaster injured in electric scooter fi re  Kho Kho meet at FMU 
BALASORE: The East Zone Inter Uni-
versity (Men’s) Kho-Kho tournament 
kicked off Tuesday at the Fakir Mohan 
University here. A total of 660 players 
from 44 universities in West Bengal, 
Jharkhand, Manipur, Bihar, Assam, 
Uttar Pradesh, Sikkim and Assam are 
participating in the tournament. The 
four-day tournament was inaugurated 
by Vice-Chancellor of the University 
Professor Santosh Kumar Tripathy.  
In his inaugural address, Professor 
Tripathy urged the students to uphold 
the values of sportsmanship. All the 44 
teams participating in the tournament 
took part in a march past which was 
watched by the vice-chancellor and 
other dignitaries present during the 
opening ceremony. Professor Tripathy 
also asked the students to enjoy ir-
respective of whether they are losing 
or winning. Others present on the occa-
sion were PG Council chairman Prof 
Bhaskar Behera, Registrar Kukumina 
Das, Student Welfare Director Dr Nihar 
Ranjan Raut and Sports Council Direc-
tor Dr Pabitra Mohan Nayak. 



“I
t’s actually going 
to be easy to cure 
aging and cancer,” 
insists David Sin-

clair, a researcher on aging 
at Harvard University. Sim-
ilarly, Elon Musk continues 
to claim that he will soon land 
humans on Mars and deploy 
robotaxis en masse. Major cor-
porations have set carbon-neu-
trality targets based on highly 
optimistic forecasts about the 
potential of carbon-removal 
technologies. And, of course, 
many commentators now insist 
that “AI changes everything.”

Amid such a confound-
ing mix of hype and genuine 
technological marvels, are 
entrepreneurs, scientists, and 
other experts getting ahead of 
themselves? At the very least, 
they betray a strong preference 
for technological solutions to 
complex problems, as well as 
an abiding belief that tech-
nological progress will make 
us healthier, wealthier, and 
wiser. “Give us a real world 
problem,” writes Silicon Val-
ley doyen Marc Andreesen in 
“The Techno-Optimist Man-
ifesto,” “and we can invent a 
technology that will solve it.”

But, as we note in our book 
How to Think About Prog-
ress, this attitude is heavily 
infl uenced by what we call the 
“horizon bias”: the propen-
sity to believe that anything 
experts can envisage accom-
plishing with technology is 
imminently within reach. We 
owe this optimism to technolo-
gy’s past successes: eradicating 
smallpox, landing a man on the 
moon, creating machines that 
can outperform chess grand-
masters and radiologists.

While these highlights dwell 
permanently in our collective 
memory, offering strong induc-
tive evidence for the power of 
human ingenuity, we forget (or 
are oblivious to) all the times 
that technology promised to 
solve some problem but didn’t. 
Just as history is written by the 
victors, the story of technolog-
ical progress features mainly 
the breakthroughs that panned 
out, creating the impression 
that Technological Man consis-
tently accomplishes whatever 

he sets out to achieve.
The horizon bias affects us 

all, but it is most consequential 
in those with enough expertise 
to be able to offer scientifi c and 
technological solutions to big 
challenges in the fi rst place – 
especially if they are trying 
to sell us something. The haz-
ard lies in convincing your-
self that you can anticipate 
every discrete step needed to 
reach an ambitious goal like 
“curing” cancer or colonizing 
Mars. Such “knowing” instills 
confi dence in the speaker as 
much as it inspires hope in the 
non-expert listener.

Moreover, it is one thing to 
promise tourist trips to Mars, 
and quite another thing to 
claim that you will invent 
a time-travel machine. The 
fi rst ambition at least seems 
doable, and that is more than 
enough for any optimist to run 
with. Mere possibility can be 
a powerful force in forecasting 
and decision-making, because 
we usually fail to recognise 
that our sense of possibility 
expands with ignorance. The 
less you know about biology or 
space travel, the more you be-
lieve can be achieved in those 
fi elds. For all we know, anti-ag-
ing research really will allow 
people who are alive today to 
live for hundreds of years.

This is the blind spot that 
Silicon Valley hype-artists 
love to exploit, especially after 
breakthrough moments like the 

release of ChatGPT or the suc-
cess of mRNA vaccines against 
COVID-19. It is on such occa-
sions that we look to the hori-
zon and embrace or revise our 
ambitions. Perhaps the science 
behind the vaccines will also of-
fer “the cure” for cancer? 

But this is a facile mode of 
thinking: because we can only 
speculate about the later stag-
es of the sequence needed to 
reach a hoped-for destination, 
we have a license to gloss over 
the messy contingencies that 
are inevitable in the course 
of research and development. 
Succumbing to the horizon bi-
as, we can say things like, “All 
we would need to do to address 
climate change is ramp up R&D 
in carbon-capture technologies 
until we have found a way to 
make them affordable and via-
ble at scale.” Precisely because 
we don't yet know what techni-
cal and scientifi c advances this 
would require, we can imagine 
it as eminently feasible.

Doing so feels better than 
conceding that a problem may 
remain beyond our control, or 
at least for longer than we ex-
pect. But we should resist the 
temptation. The persistence of 
the horizon bias means that 
there is both a rational and an 
ethical case for maintaining 
a realistic skepticism about 
technology. Too much confi -
dence can create moral haz-
ard. Why worry about carbon 
emissions if we can anticipate 

that direct air capture or some 
kind of carbon-eating nanobot 
will eventually be deployed to 
reverse climate change?

Moreover, we should be 
wary of a psychological ten-
dency that leads us systemat-
ically to overestimate our abil-
ity to solve big, generation-de-
fi ning problems with technol-
ogy. As the bibliographer of 
science fi ction IF Clarke put 
it almost 50 years ago, we har-
bor an “eternal desire that 
the power of man over nature 
shall always be as instant and 
as absolute as his will.” Moder-
nity has made it both easy and 
exciting to imagine technolog-
ical solutions appearing out of 
nowhere. Though we know we 
should not bet everything on 
such expectations, it is all too 
tempting to envision solutions 
that would make problems like 
climate change, pandemics, 
and cancer just go away.

This tendency can hamper 
our ability to prepare for an 
intrinsically uncertain future. 
Proper preparation demands 
that we not rely on a grievous-
ly biased sample of past experi-
ences. As we confront big global 
problems, we must avoid acting 
like gamblers who remember 
only those rare occasions when 
they hit it big, not the more 
numerous occasions when the 
house swallowed their money.

To be sure, the horizon bias 
does not imply that techno-
logical solutions to civiliza-
tional problems won’t emerge 
soon. Some lone genius could 
crack the problem of cancer 
or climate change tomorrow, 
falsifying pessimistic claims 
about the future. Nonetheless, 
claims about what our rational 
expectations ought to be will 
remain valid. If you announce 
that you have just bought a 
lottery ticket and simultane-
ously bid on a mansion that 
you cannot afford, no one will 
commend you for your fi nan-
cial judgment, even if you win.

Nicholas Agar is 
Professor of Philosophy at the 
University of Waikato, New 
Zealand. Stuart Whatley 
is Senior Editor at Project 
Syndicate. ©PROJECT SYNDICATE 

T S Eliot once characterised modern man as an individual with 
“headpiece fi lled with straw” for stuffi ng his mind with things 
that are worthless. It was an indictment of the moral and in-

tellectual decay of those times. Now, in the age of the internet the 
human brain is subjected to indescribable assault as it is turned into 
a storehouse of mindless contents dished out almost every fraction 
of a second by social media. This is a sordid reality of present day 
life and the Oxford English Dictionary has sought to crystalize this 
moment in our lives by announcing “Brain Rot” as the Oxford Word of 
the Year 2024. It very eloquently addresses the concerns over endless 
social media consumption and mind-numbing content. Brain Rot is 
defi ned as the supposed deterioration of a person’s mental or intel-
lectual state, especially viewed as the result of overconsumption of 
online content that are considered trivial or unchallenging. However, 
despite its present rise to prominence, its fi rst recorded use was in 
Henry David Thoreau’s book Walden in 1854.

Over 37,000 people voted to help choose the winner from a shortlist 
of six words drawn up by Oxford University Press (OUP), the publisher 
of the Oxford English Dictionary. Incidentally, this year marks the 
20th anniversary of selecting the word – or sometimes two words – 
that in some way sums up the most striking trend of human thoughts 
during a given year.

For this year six words contended for the coveted pride of place. 
Interestingly, all six contenders – slop, brain rot, demure, romantasy, 
lore and dynamic pricing - on the shortlist have one thing in common 
– the internet. “Slop” refers to anxieties about online phenomena, 
while “brain rot” is caused by consuming too much “slop” and other 
material. Social media has also popularised the old-fashioned words 
such as “demure,” “lore” and “romantasy,” the latter meaning a blend 
of romance and fantasy so much loved by BookToker. A “BookToker” is 
a member of the BookTok community on TikTok, which is a sub-com-
munity dedicated to books and literature. The word “dynamic pricing” 
relates to skyrocketing costs of tickets for fans in virtual queues.

Perhaps it is a refl ection of the times we are living in that the list of 
words ignore the eventful year in real life which witnessed elections 
in the UK, the US and other countries. Some of the words that gained 
currency during the run-up to the elections are – “cat lady”, “super-
majority”, “MAGA” (Make America Great Again), “Trumpism” and 
“weird.” Any of these could have been included as contenders. The 
OUP has often linguistically responded to global events with new coin-
ages such as “post-truth” following Donald Trump’s 2016 win, “climate 
emergency” chosen in 2019 and the “vax” that won the spotlight in 
2021 following upheavals in 2020 caused by COVID-19.

It is pertinent to remember that writers from Shakespeare to JK 
Rowling have been supplying new words for centuries. It is no surprise 
that the internet is now taking over since new technology requires new 
words and new ways of saying things. It is worth remembering that 
the invention of the telephone had given rise to the usage of “hello” 
and “hi”. In fact, during the past two decades the words that have 
captured the mind globally are “podcast” and “selfi e.”

The question is whether the word of the year is a mere PR stunt 
or a worthwhile pursuit. The answer is language is dynamic. It is 
constantly evolving. The exercise of choosing a word refl ecting a key 
tendency of human pursuits during a year is laudable as it is a re-
minder of progress or its opposite.
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Brain Rot

IN JEST THIS

Right exercises to make you a better chess player

Bhopal’s hapless souls 

Sir, It is a matter of disgrace and shame that tonnes of 
toxic waste are still lying unremoved from the premises 
of Union Carbide India Limited in Bhopal despite four 
decades having passed since the world’s worst industrial 
disaster took place in the city. It is all the more deplorable 
that both the central and state governments continue to 
pass the buck on disposal of these wastes even after 40 
years of the tragedy. Reportedly a ‘peer review committee’ 
was formed in 2010 to examine government studies, which 
recommended a comprehensive reassessment of the whole 
tragedy. But, sadly it seems the recommendations remain 
on paper even after 14 years. It is high time the Madhya 
Pradesh government addressed the issue of toxic wastes 
and the continuing contamination of the UCIL surround-
ings, rehabilitation of the victims and more compensation 
for their sufferings. Until this is done, Bhopal’s hapless 
souls, whose world turned topsy-turvy on that fateful night 
40 years ago, will have no closure.

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI 

If you can always 
smile at life, life will 
always smile at you.
 THE MOTHER

 THE TECHNO-REALISTS
FOCUS SOCIETY

I ndia’s D Gukesh is cur-
rently challenging Chi-
na’s Ding Liren in the 

World Chess Championship. 
Only 18, Gukesh is attempting 
to become the world’s young-
est male chess champion. 

If he defeats 32-year-old 
Liren, Gukesh would be In-
dia’s second world champion, 
following in the footsteps of 
Vishwananth Anand, a fi ve-
time world chess champion.

The World Chess Champi-
onship has created so much 
interest in the sport that I de-
cided to write a special chess 
advice column, answering 
questions from people of all ag-
es. Some are trying to become 
better chess players, while oth-
ers are trying to become better 
chess parents.

QUESTION: My husband 
and I are expecting our fi rst 
child, a boy who will be born 
in just three months. I’ve heard 
that it’s important to start chil-
dren on chess at a very young 
age. Is there something I can do 

to expose my son to chess while 
he’s still in my tummy? Should 
I swallow a few chess pieces, so 
he can get familiar with them?

ANSWER: Your son is 
actually in your womb, not 
your tummy, so swallowing 
will not help much — and it’s 
not worth the risk anyway. 
Instead, it would be wiser to 
get your husband to speak di-
rectly into your abdomen, us-
ing words such as “gambit,” 
“endgame” and “checkmate.” 
After your son is born, you can 
introduce him to chess pieces 
and make him sleep on a large 
chess board.

Q: I will be playing in my 
fi rst chess tournament in Pune 
next month, but I am not sure 
what to wear. I’ve noticed that 
Gukesh likes to wear suits for 
his matches. Should I wear a 
suit too? Will it help me win 
my matches?

A: It’s not what you wear 
that matters, it’s how you feel. 
Dressing your best can make 
you feel more confi dent. But 

it’s also important to feel com-
fortable. If you don’t feel com-
fortable in a suit, you might 
play better in just a nice shirt. 
Don’t forget to wear pants.

Q: I am thinking of buying the 
book “1001 Chess Exercises for 
Beginners.” But before I do that, 
I wanted to ask you what exer-
cises you recommend for chess?

A: I recommend running 
and dumbbell curls. Run-
ning can help you improve 
your endurance. Some chess 
games last several hours and 
can be quite tiring. The more 
endurance you have, the bet-
ter you’ll perform. Dumbbell 
curls can develop your arm 
muscles and help you lift the 
chess pieces, not to mention 
the winner’s trophy.

Q: My daughter wants to be 
a grandmaster one day and 
is practicing chess for three 
hours a day. What food can 
I feed her to help her play 
better? I’ve heard that fi sh 
is a good brain food, but she 
doesn't like fi sh at all.

A: Yes, fi sh has been linked 
to better brain power, but so 
have other foods, including 
green vegetables, colorful 
berries, beans, nuts and seeds. 
Dark chocolate is also good for 
the brain. In general, a bal-
anced diet is good for athletic 
performance — and it’s also 
good for chess.

Q: I am 12 years old and 
want to become a chess cham-
pion. What is the best way to 
become a chess champion? 
Does it help to have good chess 
genes? My father was good at 
chess in his school days.

A: Whether you have good 
genes or eat lots of beans, the 
best way to become a chess 
champion is to eat, breathe and 
sleep chess. Most importantly, 
once you have learned the rules 
of chess, you need to play lots of 
chess. You can play online, play 
against your father, or play in 
tournaments. Don’t worry about 
losing. You may lose your king 
or your queen, but you’ll be a 
winner in the long run.

Just as history is written by the victors, the 
story of technological progress features 

mainly the breakthroughs that panned out, 
creating the impression that Technological 

Man consistently accomplishes whatever he 
sets out to achieve

MODERNITY 
HAS MADE IT 

BOTH EASY 
AND EXCITING 

TO IMAGINE 
TECHNOLOGICAL 

SOLUTIONS 
APPEARING OUT 

OF NOWHERE 

Nicholas Agar & 
Stuart Whatley

DON’T WORRY 
ABOUT LOSING. 
YOU MAY LOSE 
YOUR KING OR 
YOUR QUEEN, 

BUT YOU’LL BE A 
WINNER IN THE 

LONG RUN

Melvin Durai

WISDOM CORNER

A man's delight in looking forward to and hoping for some 
particular satisfaction is a part of the pleasure fl owing out of it, 
enjoyed in advance. But this is afterward deducted, for the more 
we look forward to anything the less we enjoy it when it comes.
 ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER

 
We seek true individuality and the true individuals. But we fi nd 
them not. For lo, we mortals see what our poor eyes can see; 
and they, the true individuals, - they belong not to this world of 
our merely human sense and thought.  JOSIAH ROYCE

If a man walks in the woods for love of them half of each day, 
he is in danger of being regarded as a loafer. But if he spends 
his days as a speculator, shearing off those woods and making 
the earth bald before her time, he is deemed an industrious 
and enterprising citizen. HENRY DAVID THOREAU

   THIS DAY IN HISTORY
1533: Ivan the Terrible proclaimed grand prince of Moscow.On this day 
in 1533, the three-year-old who became Ivan the Terrible was proclaimed 
grand prince of Moscow upon the death of his father, Grand Prince Vasily 
III, with his mother ruling in Ivan's name until her death in 1538.

1791: First Sunday paper published. The Observer, a British newspaper 
became the fi rst newspaper in the world to be published and read on a 
Sunday.

1918: U.S. President Woodrow Wilson departed for France to attend the 
Paris Peace Conference, where, following the cessation of hostilities in 
World War I, the League of Nations was established and the Treaty of 
Versailles was drafted.

1969: American civil rights leader Fred Hampton, a charismatic member 
of the Black Panthers, was shot and killed during a police raid in Chicago; 
his death caused public outrage, and the ensuing investigations brought 
greater scrutiny of the FBI's attempts to dismantle the Panthers and other 
Black organizations.

Positive decision 

Sir, Quashing a notice by district authorities, the Madras 
High Court allowed a farmer from Tamil Nadu’s Dha-
rampuri district to erect a statue of the late Father Stan 
Swamy. The petitioner, Piyush Sethia, had proposed to 
build a stone memorial commemorating Swamy on his 
private land. Swamy was an 84 year-old Jesuit priest who 
worked for tribal rights in Jharkhand. He was implicated 
in the Bhima-Koregaon case and imprisoned under the 
draconian UAPA in 2020. Swamy passed away in jail due 
to post-COVID complications in 2021. Sethia, who works 
on cooperative watershed development and farming, had 
said that Swamy taught “sustainable farming and life-
style practices” to farmers of his village. Calling Swamy 
his mentor, Sethia said he wanted to commemorate his 
lifelong work to “protect the welfare of the Adivasi com-
munities.” Sethia contended that a notice from district 
offi cials sent to him in July 2021 had prevented him from 
building the memorial. 

Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR

LOL
FLYING HUNTERS

Two hunters got a pilot 
to fl y them into the far 

north for elk hunting. They 
were quite successful in 
their venture and bagged 
six big bucks. The pilot came 
back, as arranged, to pick 
them up. They started loading 
their gear into the plane, including 
the six elk. But the pilot objected 
and he said, "The plane can only 
take four of your elk; you will 
have to leave two behind." They 
argued with him; the year before 
they had shot six and the pilot had 
allowed them to put all aboard. 
The plane was the same model 
and capacity. Reluctantly, the pilot 
fi nally permitted them to put all 

six 
aboard. 

But when 
the attempted 

to take off and 
leave the valley, the little plane 
could not make it and they crashed 
into the wilderness.
Climbing out of the wreckage, one 
hunter said to the other, "Do you 
know where we are?"
"I think so," replied the other 
hunter. I think this is about the 
same place where we landed last 
year!"



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal, Dec 3: Organisations 
representing survivors of the 
Bhopal gas tragedy Tuesday 
took out a protest march to 
mark the 40th anniversary of 
one of the world’s biggest in-
dustrial disasters and demand-
ed an end to the ‘injustice’ faced 
by them.

An all religion prayer was al-
so held in the Madhya Pradesh 
(MP) capital to pay homage to 
victims of the catastrophe.

On the intervening night 
of December 2 and 3, 1984, the 
highly toxic gas methyl isocya-
nate (MIC) leaked from Union 
Carbide’s pesticide plant here, 
killing 5,479 persons and maim-
ing more than fi ve lakh others.

Governor Mangubhai Patel, 
along with representatives of 
different religions paid homage 
to the gas tragedy victims at the 
Central Library, Barkatullah 
Bhawan, in old Bhopal area.

Those present on the occasion 
observed a two-minute silence 
as a mark of respect to those 
who lost their lives in the trag-
edy, an offi cial said.

Demanding justice for the vic-
tims, former vice chancellor of 
the Bhoj Open University, Ka-
mlakar Singh said the disaster 
happened decades ago, but the 
survivors and their children 

were still dealing with the fall-
out, including health, environ-
mental and economic problems.

“The disaster still contin-
ues to kill and disable the new 
generation. The perpetrators 
responsible for this continue 
to enjoy a happy and rich life,” 
he said.

The people of Bhopal are still 
seeking justice and accountabil-

ity from the corporations that 
waged genocide in their city 40 
years ago, Singh said.

The world must know that the 
disaster is continuing, causing 
chronic illnesses, disabling the 
next generation (of survivors), 
and environmental damage that 
keeps unfolding, he said.

“This was a corporate crime 
and it should not be a story 
where the message is that the 
world’s worst industrial disas-
ter resulted in corporations 
getting away. The story should 
be about how this can be fi xed, 
how justice can be given, how 
accountability can be realised,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, a large number of 
women and men, holding plac-
ards, marched towards the now 
defunct Union Carbide factory 
site while raising the slogan 
“Bhopal Ka Insaaf Karo”.

The protest march partic-
ipants, carrying an effi gy of 
‘corporate crime’ at the aban-

doned factory site, denounced 
various regional, national 
and international leaders and 
relief organisations for their 
continued involvement in the 
‘denial’ of justice and a life of 
dignity to survivors of the ca-
tastrophe.

Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila 
Stationery Karmchari Sangh 
president Rashida Bee alleged 

that successive US pres-
idents have actively 

protected the Union 
Carbide Corpora-
tion and the Dow 
Chemical compa-
ny from prosecu-
tion in India.

“We wish that US 
President-elect Don-

ald Trump puts an end 
to the long history of injus-

tice in Bhopal in his effort to 
‘Make America great again’. 
We hope Trump will take ac-
tion against the Union Car-
bide Corporation and the Dow 
Chemical company,” she said.

The Dow Chemical Company 
had acquired the Union Car-
bide Corporation.

Balkrishna Namdeo, 
from the Bhopal Gas Peedit 
Nirashrit Pensionbhogee 
Sangharsh Morcha, claimed 
all scientifi c studies were now 
pointing out the ongoing ill-
nesses and continuing deaths 
among the half-a-million sur-
vivors and health impacts on 
their children.

Bhopal Group for Informa-
tion and Action representa-
tive Rachna Dhingra claimed 
the Dow Chemical’s business in 
India has increased more than 
10 times under the present re-
gime at the Centre.

In 10 years, the groundwater 
in Bhopal, which should have 
been cleaned up by Dow Chem-
ical according to the polluter 
pays principle, has moved 3 
kilometre into the city, she 
further claimed.

Dow Chemical is selling 
Union Carbide’s properties to 
Indian PSUs for the last two 
years and claiming that US 
corporations are not answer-
able to Indian courts, Dhingra 
alleged.
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40 yrs on, survivors still fi ght for justice

BHOPAL 
GAS 

TRAGEDY

A large number of protestors and survivors, holding placards, marched towards the now 
defunct Union Carbide factory site raising slogan “Bhopal Ka Insaaf Karo”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal, Dec 3: The Madhya 
Pradesh government has noti-
fi ed Ratapani forest in Raisen 
district as a tiger reserve in 
the state, offi cials said Tuesday.

It is the eighth tiger reserve 
in the state after Kanha, Satpu-
ra, Bandhavgarh, Pench, Sanjay 
Dubri, Panna and Veerangana 
Durgavati.

The state government issued 
the notifi cation for Ratapani 
reserve Monday.

With the formation of the ti-
ger reserve, wildlife can be man-
aged in a better way by receiv-

ing a budget from the National 
Tiger Conservation Authority 
(NTCA), an offi cial release said.

The total area of the Rata-
pani Tiger Reserve (RTR) will 
be 1,271.465 square kilometre, 
it said. Following directives of 
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav, 
the Ratapani forest has been 
declared as the eighth tiger 
reserve of the state, the release 
said. The RTR has the core area 
of 763.812 sq km and buffer area 
of 507.653 sq km, it said.

Nine villages, geographically 
located in the tiger reserve, are 
not included in the core area in 
the notifi cation of the sanctu-
ary, the release said.

With the formation of the 
RTR, its entire core area is with-
in the boundary of the Ratapani 
Tiger Sanctuary. This will not 
change the current rights of the 
villagers, it said.

Ratapani forest is located in 

Raisen district, adjoining state 
capital Bhopal.

NTCA’s technical committee 
approved the proposal to desig-
nate Madhav National Park in 
MP’s Shivpuri district also as a 
tiger reserve December 1. 
The state government is 
yet to issue a notifi ca-
tion for it. The Kuno 
National Park is the 
only abode of chee-
tahs in the coun-
try. It is located in 
Sheopur district 
and is close to the 
Madhav 
National 
Park.

As 
per 
the 
‘Sta-
tus of Tigers: 
Co-predators 
and Prey in In-

dia-2022’ report released by the 
NTCA and Wildlife Institute of 
India, the tiger population in 
Madhya Pradesh is estimated to 
be 785, the highest in the coun-
try, followed by Karnataka-563 

and Uttarakhand-560.

Ratapani notifi ed as 8th tiger reserve
The tiger reserve has the 
core area of 763.812 sq km 

and buffer area of 
507.653 sq km, located 

in Raisen district

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Dec 3: Several dis-
tricts in Tamil Nadu adverse-
ly battered by torrential rains 
were battling with inundation 
woes, badly damaged roads, 
and lack of access to essential 
commodities Tuesday.

In certain areas like Arasur 
in Villupuram district, people 
confronted with depleted es-
sential commodities, resorted 
to a sudden agitation demand-
ing the essentials.

Chief Minister MK Stalin, 
who chaired a meeting at the 
Secretariat here, announced 
a fl ood relief of `2,000 each to 
the family ration cardholders 
in Villupuram, Cuddalore, 
and Kallakurichi districts 
which bore the brunt of dam-
age caused by Cyclone Fengal. 
The sum was meant to compen-
sate livelihood loss of the peo-
ple owing to unprecedent-
ed rain in the three 
districts for more 
than two days.

Prime Minis-
ter Narendra 
Modi spoke to 
Stalin earli-
er in the day 
and enquired 
about the 
fl ood situation 
in parts of the 
state and assured 
him of all possible 
support from the Centre.

As per an estimate by the 
Tamil Nadu government, the 
cyclone caused unprecedented 
devastation in 14 districts ex-
tensively damaging roads, elec-
tricity lines and causing heavy 
inundation. The sudden deluge 
not only inundated vast areas 
but also displaced the popula-
tion and severely impacted the 
infrastructure.

The ‘catastrophic event’ re-
sulted in the loss of 12 human 
lives, 2,416 huts, 721 houses and 
963 cattle. Widespread damage 
was also caused to agriculture 
and horticulture crop and irri-
gation systems, the state gov-
ernment said.

At Arasur, 18 people who 
took shelter in a temple that 
was damaged due to rain were 
rescued. The NDRF personnel 
successfully evacuated people 
and livestock marooned in a 
village in Cuddalore district.

In a tragic incident in Thi-
ruvannamalai district, sev-
en persons, including fi ve 
children trapped in a house 
smashed by a boulder that fell 
on a residential house after 
rolling down from the top of 
Annamalaiyar Hill following 
a mud slip December 1, were 
found dead during a rescue 
operation.

Their bodies were recovered 
December 2 evening following 
a nearly 24-hour rescue opera-
tion, said police.

Stalin condoled the deaths 
and announced a solatium `5 
lakh each to their kin Tuesday.

The meeting chaired by the 
Chief Minister here decided 

to extend relief assistance 
to the rain-hit people in Vil-
lupuram, Kallakurichi, Thi-
ruvannamalai, Cuddalore, 
Dharmapuri, and Krishnagiri 
districts, and extend `5 lakh as 
compensation each to the fam-
ilies who lost their kin due to 
cyclone or fl oods.

The government has decided 
to provide `10,000 as compen-
sation for damaged huts, give 
priority to constructing hous-
es under the Kalaignar Ka-
navu Illam (housing scheme) 
for completely damaged huts, 
and also announced compen-
sation for farmers for the loss 
of crops in the rain-fed areas, 
loss of cattle, goats and sheep 
and chicken.

State Water Resources Min-
ister Duraimurugan said in a 
statement that water from the 
Sathanur dam in Thiruvan-
namalai district was released 

after fi ve fl ood alerts were 
issued and that the 

timely action and 
also the precau-

tionary steps 
taken by the 
state govern-
ment averted 
a major ca-
tastrophe.

What was 
meant to be a 

day to distribute 
welfare aid and 

console the fl ood-rav-
aged families, turned into 

an ill-starred day for Forest 
Minister K Ponmudy.

Some unidentifi ed persons 
threw mud at him and his 
entourage during his visit to 
Iruvelpattu village in Villupu-
ram district. But, he dismissed 
the incident as ‘politically mo-
tivated’ and said that the peo-
ple in the area had nothing 
against him.

Ponmudy later told report-
ers that the mud was fl ung 
from behind when he, his son 
Gautham Sigamani, and collec-
tor C Palani, were returning 
from the village. He did not 
prefer to lodge a formal com-
plaint in connection with the 
incident as he “didn’t wish to 
do politics” he said.

During an interaction with 
reporters here, State Hindu Re-
ligious and Charitable Endow-
ments department Minister PK 
Sekar Babu, accused a political 
party member and her relative 
of throwing mud to obstruct 
Ponmudy from distributing 
relief to the fl ood-affected peo-
ple. He, however, did not name 
the party.

Reacting, BJP state chief K 
Annamalai commented that 
such was the current state of 
affairs in Tamil Nadu.

“Today, the public’s frustra-
tion reached a boiling point as 
a corrupt DMK Minister, Thi-
ru Ponmudi, visited a fl ood-af-
fected area and was met with a 
barrage of mud. This is a gen-
tle reminder for DMK about 
what is on the offi ng,” he said 
in a post on social media plat-
form X.

CYCLONE FENGAL AFTERMATH

TN battle with inundation 
woes, CM announces relief

AGENCIES

Chennai, Dec 3: The Madras 
High Court has declined to 
grant an interim order to re-
strain individuals or social 
media channels from reviewing 
fi lms within three days of their 
theatrical release. 

Justice S Sounthar, while 
hearing the petition fi led by 
the Tamil Film Active Produc-
ers Association (TFAPA), ques-
tioned the feasibility of such a 
restriction, stating, “Reviewers 
are entitled to review any fi lm; 
it is their opinion.”

Advocate Vijayan Subrama-
nian, representing TFAPA, ar-
gued that certain individuals, 
under the guise of fi lm reviews, 
defame directors, actors, and 
producers, causing damage to 
their reputations. The associ-
ation sought restrictions on 
these activities and requested 
the court to issue directions to 
the City Police Commissioner 

to prevent YouTube channels 
from entering cinema theatres 
for the purpose of fi lm reviews. 
The petition highlighted the 
lack of regulation and self-disci-
pline on social media platforms, 
leading to defamatory remarks 
and coordinated efforts to ma-
nipulate fi lm ratings, a practice 
known as “review bombing.”

TFAPA claimed these ac-
tions, often motivated by per-

sonal or business rivalries, 
negatively infl uence public 
opinion and harm box-offi ce 
collections before the audi-
ence forms its own judgment. 
The judge refused to issue a 
blanket order or directions in 
this regard, emphasising the 
importance of freedom of ex-
pression.

Notices were issued to the 
Union and state governments, 

as well as YouTube, for their 
response. The case has been 
posted for further proceedings 
after four weeks.

The petition follows grow-
ing concerns among Tamil 
fi lmmakers about the impact 
of early reviews on their fi lms’ 
commercial performance.

TFAPA and the Tamil Nadu 
Producers Council have called 
for guidelines to regulate on-
line fi lm reviews and urged the-
atre owners to ban YouTubers 
from conducting interviews on 
their premises.

Recently, fi lms like 
‘Kanguva’, ‘Indian 2’, 
and ‘Vettaiyan’ were 
reportedly affected 
by negative reviews 
and fan interviews on 
YouTube channels

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Indore, Dec 3: University 
Grants Commission (UGC) 
chairman M Jagadesh Kumar 
said recently that higher educa-
tion institutions should adopt 
the semester system instead of 
holding annual examinations 
for better evaluation of students 
and improving their learning 
process.

Considering the student learn-
ing process, those universities 
in the country should adopt the 
semester system where students 
are still evaluated through the 
annual examination system, he 
said. “We want continuous as-
sessment of students in higher 
education institutions. If you 
conduct exams just once a year, 
students do not get feedback to 
improve their learning process. 
Therefore, the semester system 
has been adopted globally,” Ku-
mar told reporters in Indore.

Students should also be eval-
uated on the parameters such 
as examinations held between 
semesters, different exercises, 
participation in discussions, 
and homework assignments, 
he added.

The UGC chairman said at 
least 6,300 colleges and uni-
versities will benefi t from the 
‘One Nation, One Subscription’ 
scheme, which he believes will 
strengthen the research struc-
ture in higher education in-
stitutions. The Union cabinet 
recently approved the ‘One Na-
tion, One Subscription’ scheme 
to provide nationwide access to 
scholarly research articles and 
journal publications.

Kumar participated in the 
regional conference of auton-
omous colleges organised by 
UGC and Indore’s Devi Ahilya 
University on the topic of ‘Im-
plementation of New National 
Education Policy’. The UGC 
chairman further said the new 
NEP will promote social justice, 
equality, and employment in the 
country as per the basic spirit of 
the Constitution.

UGC chairman bats 
for semester system Madras HC junks plea of TFAPA

BAN ON FILM REVIEWS FOR 3-DAYS POST RELEASE

DEFUNCT UNION 
CARBIDE PESTICIDE PLANT

Prime 
Minister 

Narendra Modi 
spoke with MK Stalin 
and assured him of 
all possible support 

from the 
Centre



We can re-
duce import 
of fossil 

fuels by encour-
aging alternative 
fuels

NITIN GADKARI |  
UNION MINISTER

Two youths 
were at-
tacked by 

seven to eight 
local boys in this 
area. Manish was 
stabbed multiple 
times and I was told that he 
died because he could not be 
taken to hospital in time. The 
other victim, Himanshu, was 
saved. Police have not recorded 
his statement as a witness

ARVIND KEJRIWAL  | AAP SUPREMO
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national
SC SLAPS `50K
COST ON CENTRE 
The Supreme Court Tuesday imposed 
a cost of `50,000 on the Centre for fi l-
ing an appeal against an order of the 
Armed Forces Tribunal, which granted 
a liberalised pension to the widow of a 
soldier who died during a counter-ter-
rorism patrol in Jammu and Kashmir

People of 
Wayanad have 
not received 
fi nancial support. 
They have gotten 
very little support
PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA  | 
CONGRESS MP

uoteu

After the 
coup in 
Bangladesh, 

the violence and 
atrocities being 
committed by 
the new govern-
ment, especially on Hindu mi-
norities, and the deteriorating 
situation there due to this are 
very sad and worrying. There is 
a lot of anger among the people 
of India regarding this 

MAYAWATI  |  BSP CHIEF

Student jumps
from hostel, dies
Jaipur: An MBBS student 
committed suicide by jumping 
from the hostel roof at BR 
Ambedkar Medical College 
in Udaipur Tuesday. A police 
offi cial said that they have taken 
the body in its custody and kept 
it in the mortuary of the district 
hospital. The deceased student 
has been identifi ed as Rahul 
Kumar Garasiya, a second-year 
MBBS student.

Show-cause 
notice to DIAL
New Delhi: State-owned 
AAI has issued a show 
cause notice to Delhi airport 
operator DIAL seeking an 
explanation on certain 
structural weaknesses 
detected during the study by 
an IIT Delhi team following 
the roof collapse incident at 
the old departure forecourt of 
Terminal 1 in June this year, 
according to a senior offi cial.  

Former CBI director
Vijay Shankar dies
New Delhi: Former CBI 
director Vijay Shankar 
breathed his last Tuesday after 
prolonged illness, his family 
said. He was 76. Shankar was 
admitted to a private hospital 
in Noida for some time. His 
mortal remains will be donated 
to AIIMS as per his last wish, 
they said. A 1969-batch IPS 
offi cer of the Uttar Pradesh 
cadre, Shankar headed the 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) from December 12, 2005 
to July 31, 2008.

Bihar extends land
survey timeline 
Patna: The Bihar government 
has provided signifi cant 
relief to the public regarding 
ongoing land survey issues 
by extending the survey 
timeline by six months. “An 
additional 180 working days 
for self-declaration, 60 working 
days for Raiyat claims, and 
60 working days for claim 
settlement making a total of 
300 days of extended duration 
for the survey process,” said S 
Siddhartha, the additional chief 
secretary of the Land Reforms 
and Revenue Department.

7 newly elected
MLAs take oath
Jaipur: Seven newly elected 
MLAs of Rajasthan were 
sworn in Tuesday, with 
Assembly Speaker Vasudev 
Devani administering the 
oath of offi ce in his chamber. 
Devani congratulated the 
MLAs and urged them to 
uphold the traditions, dignity 
and decorum of the House. 

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 3: Online mis-
information about cancer is 
widespread and can potential-
ly mislead individuals, causing 
harm and therefore trust in sci-
ence and medical professionals 
is crucial, says a new report.

The report, titled ‘Health 
Misinformation Vectors in In-
dia,’ was released during the 
Health of India Summit at the 
Shangri-La Hotel here.

It analysed health-related 
social media content posted be-
tween October 2023 and Novem-
ber 2024 and identifi ed four key 
areas prone to misinformation: 
cancer, reproductive health, 
vaccines and lifestyle diseases, 
including diabetes and obesity.

Experts from Spotlight, the 
Data Intelligence unit of Da-
taLEADS, a New Delhi-based 
digital media and technology 

company, along with doctors 
from First Check, a global 
health fact-checking initiative, 
conducted the analysis.  The re-
port highlighted key trends in 
health-related misinformation, 
including a growing reluctance 
towards conventional medi-
cine. Experts noted that this 
trend pushes people towards 
easily accessible and afford-
able natural remedies, often at 
the expense of evidence-based 
treatments.

Faith and local traditions 
also infl uence health-seeking 
behaviours, they added. The 
report sought to raise aware-
ness of the dangerous health 
misinformation spreading in 
India and the various ways it 
manages to avoid scrutiny and 
thrive.

“Health misinformation has 
far-reaching consequences, 
impacting medical decisions, 

delaying treatments, eroding 
trust, and even costing lives,” 
said Dr Sabba Mahmood, 
co-founder of First Check.   
“People with life-threatening 
diseases are particularly vul-
nerable to misinformation be-
cause they are often desperate 
and willing to try anything to 
save themselves and their fam-

ily members,” she added.
 Regarding reproductive 

health, the authors wrote, 
"conversations about abortion 
through illegal and unproven 
methods that are often harm-
ful and fatal, go unchecked on 
nearly all (social media) plat-
forms."  The authors also drew 
attention to videos circulating 

online that offer tips on issues 
such as conceiving a boy child 
and sexual dysfunctions in 
men. 

 They suggested consulting 
an andrologist instead of tak-
ing online recommendations, 
which they said could be “se-
verely detrimental to a man’s 
wellbeing”. 

The experts also emphasised 

that, while no science-backed 
method exists for conceiving a 
boy or girl, such content online 
can reinforce gender preferenc-
es in society.  The report also 
highlighted how generative 
AI, including chatbots, has 
made detecting health-related 
misinformation increasingly 
diffi cult by making it appear 
more “credible and believable”.

 The authors urged poli-
cymakers to impose stricter 
regulations on health-related 
content and strengthen misin-
formation countermeasures. 
They also called for an upskill-
ing of local health workers to 
counter misinformation at the 
village level.  The experts also 
advocated for leveraging tech-
nology to increase health liter-
acy, such as by enhancing al-
gorithms to prioritise credible 
health information and remove 
harmful content promptly.

Cancer misinformation extremely prevalent in India: Report
The report 
highlighted 
key trends in 
health-related 
misinformation, 
including a growing 
reluctance towards 
conventional 
medicine

Boats seen at the beach amidst a forecast by the India Meteorological Department that Bengaluru and other parts of Karnataka will continue to receive 
rainfall owing to Cyclone Fengal in Mangalore, Karnataka  PTI PHPTO

LeT terrorist killed in encounter
Srinagar: A Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist, allegedly involved 
in an attack near a tunnel construction site in Jammu and 
Kashmir's Gagangir in October this year, was killed in an 
encounter with security forces in the Dachigam forest area 
here Tuesday, officials said. Acting on specific intelligence 
inputs, security forces launched a cordon-and-search opera-
tion in the upper reaches of Dachigam on Monday night, the officials said. The 
search operation turned into a gunfight after terrorists fired at a search party of 
the security forces who retaliated. In the exchange of fire Tuesday morning, a 
terrorist identified as Junaid Ahmed Bhat, was killed, the officials said. 

Engineering seat-blocking scam: 10 held
Bangalore: Ten people, including a staff member of the 
Karnataka Examinations Authority (KEA), have been arrested 
for their alleged involvement in an engineering seat-blocking 
scam, police said Tuesday. According to police, the matter 
came to light November 13 when KEA offi cials lodged a 
complaint at the Malleswaram police station, reporting a 
suspected seat-blocking scheme during the 2024-2025 
undergraduate engineering admissions. A senior police 
offi cer said that during the investigation, three private engi-
neering college managers were questioned based on 
the complaint, which led to the collection of evidence.
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New Delhi, Dec 3: Women con-
stitute nearly 4.4 per cent of the 
9.48 lakh strong Central Armed 
Police Forces and Assam Rifl es 
with their numbers increas-
ing from 15,499 to 42,910 in the 
last 10 years, Lok Sabha was 
informed Tuesday.

In response to a question, 
Minister of State for Home Af-
fairs Nityanand Rai said 4,138 
women personnel are likely to 
be recruited in the CAPFs and 
Assam Rifl es in 2025. 

"It is a constant endeavour 
of the ministry to increase the 
number of women in CAPF. It 
is noteworthy that number of 
women in CAPF has gone up 
from 15,499 in 2014 to 42,190 in 
2024," the reply said.

In terms of percentage, CISF 
has the highest representation 
of women at 7.02 per cent in 
total force strength of around 
1.51 lakh followed by 4.43 per 
cent in SSB, 4.41 per cent in 
BSF, 4.05 per cent ITBP, 4.01 per 
cent in Assam Rifl es and 3.38 
per cent in CRPF, it said.  The 
minister said 835 women per-
sonnel have been recruited in 
CAPF and Assam Rifl es in 2024 
while 5,469 are in the process of 
recruitment.

In response to a separate 
question on women's repre-
sentation in state and Union 
Territory police forces, Rai 
cited data from the Bureau of 
Police Research and Devel-
opment that showed the total 
strength of women personnel 
in state police as of January 1, 
2023, was 2,63,762. He said police 
is a state subject in List-II (State 
List) of the Seventh Schedule of 
the Constitution of India. 

The minister said it is pri-
marily the responsibility of the 
state governments and Union 
Territory administrations to 
recruit more women police 
personnel. 
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Sambhal/New Delhi, Dec 3:
Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav Tuesday alleged a 
“well-planned” conspiracy by 
the BJP for the violence in Ut-
tar Pradesh's Sambhal, where 
a team of Congress MPs led by 
Rahul Gandhi is scheduled to 
visit December 4 amid restric-
tions imposed by the district 
administration.

Raising the Sambhal issue 
in Parliament, Yadav alleged 
that police personnel fi red 
from offi cial and personal 
weapons, killing innocent 
people and injuring sever-
al others after some locals 
pelted stones at them to pro-
test their high-handedness. 
Sambhal has been in the eye 
of the storm since November 
19, when a Mughal-era mosque 
was surveyed on court orders 
following claims that a Hari-
har temple previously stood 
at the site.

Violence erupted during a 
second survey November 24 as 
protesters gathered near Sha-
hi Jama Masjid and clashed 
with security personnel. Four 
people died and several others 
were injured in the violence 

that ensued.
Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh 

Congress chief Ajay Rai said 
Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi along 
with the fi ve other Congress 
MPs from Uttar Pradesh will 
visit violence-hit Sambhal 
Wednesday. Newly-elected 
Wayanad MP Priyanka Gand-
hi Vadra is also likely to ac-
company the delegation, he 
said.

Curbs under section 163 
(power to issue order in ur-
gent cases of nuisance or 
apprehended danger) of the 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 

Sanhita (BNSS) were set to 
expire Sunday and have now 
been extended till December 31.

When asked about the Rahul 
Gandhi's visit to Sambhal, Su-
perintendent of Police of Sam-
bhal Krishan Kumar told PTI, 
"Section 163 of the BNSS is al-
ready imposed in Sambhal. No 
outsider is allowed (to enter 
Sambhal). If they come, then 
they will be served a notice." 

Inside Parliament, Akhilesh 
Yadav demanded the suspen-
sion of guilty offi cials and 
registration of a murder case 
against them to ensure that 
there is no such "violation" of 

the Constitution again. While 
he spoke in Lok Sabha, his 
uncle and Ram Gopal Yadav 
raised the matter in Rajya 
Sabha and echoed similar 
views.

Ram Gopal Yadav said 
Sambhal was converted into 
a police zone and people were 
baffl ed why it was being do-
ne. When Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankhar said certain parts 
of his statement would not go 
on record, SP and some oth-
er opposition parties staged 
a walkout. In his speech in 
Lok Sabha, Akhilesh Yadav 
claimed the violence was part 
of a "well-planned" conspiracy.

The Uttar Pradesh bypolls 
were fi rst shifted to Novem-
ber 20 from November 13 and 
a local civil judge (senior di-
vision) ordered the survey of 
the Mughal-era Shahi Jama 
Masjid on the same day a pe-

tition was fi led claiming that 
a temple once stood at the site, 
he elaborated.

The court passed the order 
November 19 without listening 
to the mosque committee and 
it is surprising that the local 
administration reached for 
the survey within a couple of 
hours, he said.

"It is not without basis when 
we say that the government 
does not follow the Consti-
tution," he said. Everyone 
cooperated and the survey was 
completed. Muslim groups 
started preparing to argue 
their case in the next hearing 
November 29, the SP president 
said in a statement.

However, the administra-
tion said November 23 that 
another survey would be car-
ried out the next day. Muslim 
groups suggested that anoth-
er survey should be done only 
after the court passes another 
direction but the administra-
tion was "dictatorial", he said.

While the mosque commit-
tee showed patience during 
the survey November 24, the 
circle offi cer abused locals and 
ordered a lathi-charge when 
asked for reasons by locals, 
Akhilesh Yadav alleged.

Violence erupted during a 
second survey November 

24 as protesters gathered near 
Shahi Jama Masjid and clashed 
with security personnel

Four people died and several 
others were injured in the 

violence that ensued

SAMBHAL VIOLENCE

WELL-PLANNED CONSPIRACY: AKHILESH

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 3: India Tues-
day said it is committed to re-
maining engaged with China to 
fi nd a fair and mutually accept-
able settlement of the boundary 
issue but the relations will be 
contingent upon strictly re-
specting the sanctity of the LAC 
and following pacts on border 
management with no attempt to 
unilaterally alter the status quo.

In a statement in the Lok 
Sabha, External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar said the dis-
engagement of troops has been 
achieved in "full" in eastern 
Ladakh through a step-by-step 
process, culminating in Depsang 
and Demchok, and India now 
expects the commencement of 
talks on remaining issues that 
it had placed on the agenda.

 India was and it remained 
very clear that the three key 
principles must be observed in 
all circumstances, he said ex-
plaining: "one: both sides should 
strictly respect and observe the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC), 
two: neither side should attempt 
to unilaterally alter the status 
quo, and three: agreements and 
understandings reached in the 
past must be fully abided by in 
their entirety".  Jaishankar's 
detailed statement came weeks 
after Indian and Chinese mil-
itaries completed the disen-
gagement of troops from two 
last face-off points in eastern 
Ladakh, effectively ending the 
over four-year military face-off 
along the LAC in eastern Lada-
kh.  "The next priority will be 

to consider de-escalation, that 
would address the massing of 
troops along the LAC with as-
sociated accompaniments," he 
said.  "It is also evident that 
the management of the border 
areas will require further at-
tention in the light of our re-
cent experiences."  On India's 
expectation on the direction of 
its ties with China in the near 
future, he said maintenance of 
peace and tranquility in border 
areas is a prerequisite.  "Our 
relationship had progressed 
in many domains, but was 
obviously negatively affected 
by recent events. We are clear 
that the maintenance of peace 
and tranquility in border areas 
is a pre-requisite for the devel-
opment of our ties," he said.

 "In the coming days, we will 
be discussing both de-escalation 
as well as effective management 
of our activities in the border ar-
eas," he said.

Women constitute 
4.4 per cent of CAPF, 
Assam Rifl es: Govt

We remain committed 
to engaging with China 
through bilateral discus-

sions to arrive at a fair, reason-
able and mutually acceptable 
framework for a boundary 
settlement

S JAISHANKAR

EAM highlights key 
devpts in Lok Sabha

SNIPPETS

SC stays death 
penalty of man 
New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
Tuesday stayed the death sen-
tence of a 30-year–old man con-
victed of the rape and murder of 
a 19-year-old engineering student 
in Jharkhand’s capital Ranchi.  A 
bench of Justices Surya Kant, 
Pankaj Mithal and Ujjal Bhuyan 
summoned the translated copy of 
the trial court and the high court 
records convicting and awarding 
death sentence to Rahul Kumar. 
“Death sentence awarded shall 
remain stayed. The registry to 
acquisition records from the trial 
court and the high court along 
with the soft copy,” directed 
the bench.  On September 9, the 
Jharkhand High Court confi rmed 
the trial court's death sentence to 
Kumar alias Rahul Raj, who hails 
from Nawada district in Bihar.

INDIA-CHINA TIES



BIGGEST BIG 
BREAKING 
United INDIA 
Aillance protest 
against BJP 
Government on 
Adani 

case BJP not ready to debate on 
Gautam Adani why ?
Everyday Congress MP giving 
letter Lok sabha speaker but last 7 
days rejected 
Why BJP Government saving 
Adani?
 @AshishSinghKiJi
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national
BOMB SCARE 
AT TAJ MAHAL
An email threatening to blow 
up the Taj Mahal was received 
by the regional offi ce of Uttar 
Pradesh Tourism here Tues-
day which later turned out to 
be hoax, a police offi cial said

The growth rate is declining. There 
are no jobs for the youth. The con-
dition of the manufacturing sector 
is worrying. Infl ation has drained 
the pockets of the common peo-
ple. The gap of economic inequali-
ty is widening
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE | CONGRESS PRESIDENT

Govt blocked 
1,700 Skype IDs 
New Delhi: The Indian 
Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre (I4C), a wing of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, has 
identifi ed and blocked more 
than 1,700 Skype IDs and 
59,000 WhatsApp accounts 
used for digital fraud, Lok 
Sabha was informed Tuesday.  
Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar also stated that the 
‘Citizen Financial Cyber Fraud 
Reporting and Management 
System,' launched under I4C 
in 2021, enables immediate 
reporting of fi nancial frauds to 
prevent the siphoning off 
of funds by fraudsters and 
so far, over `3,431 crore has 
been saved in more than 9.94 
lakh complaints.

India, UK 
review ties
New Delhi: India and the 
UK Tuesday reviewed their 
ties with a focus on the early 
conclusion of a mutually 
benefi cial free trade pact, 
boosting counter-terror 
cooperation and enhancing 
defence ties. At the second 
edition of the India-UK 2+2 
foreign and defence dialogue 
held here, the two sides 
agreed to revitalise the ties by 
identifying new focus areas 
of collaboration. The Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) 
said both sides discussed 
the entire gamut of strategic 
partnership and emphasised 
the importance of a sustained 
high-level engagement to 
advance the dynamic relations.

Justice Manmohan 
appointed SC judge
New Delhi: Delhi High Court's 
Chief Justice Manmohan 
was Tuesday appointed as a 
judge of the Supreme Court.  
"In exercise of the powers 
conferred by clause (2) of 
Article 124 of the Constitution 
of India, the President is 
pleased to appoint Shri Justice 
Manmohan, Chief Justice, High 
Court of Delhi, to be a Judge 
of the Supreme Court of India, 
with effect from the date he 
assumes charge of his offi ce," 
read the offi cial notifi cation.

Amit Shah is 
currently in 
Chandigarh. 

We may hold po-
litical discussions 
tonight. We will 
talk about what is 
happening

SUNIL TATKARE |  STATE NCP CHIEF

The governor 
is yet to invite 
anyone to 

form the govern-
ment, but the BJP's 
state president 
declares the date 
of swearing-in that would take 
place at Azad Maidan

SANJAY RAUT  | SHIV SENA (UBT) LEADER

uoteu

The convic-
tion rate will 
go up with 

the implementa-
tion of the new 
criminal laws that 
will then lead to a 
drop in crimes

 AMIT SHAH   |  UNION HOME MINISTER

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Dec 3: Chief 
Justice of India Sanjiv Khan-
na Tuesday recused him-
self from hearing a batch of 
pleas challenging the exclusion 
of the CJI from the panel meant 
for selecting the chief election 
commissioner and election 
commissioners.

 At the outset, the CJI, who 
was sitting on the bench with 
Justice Sanjay Kumar, told 
the advocates appearing for 
six separate petitioners that 
he couldn’t hear the pleas now.

 “List the matter before a 
bench of which I am not a part 
of,” the CJI said.  Senior advo-
cate Gopal Sankaranarayanan 
and lawyer Prashant Bhushan 
said the previous bench head-
ed by Justice Khanna had 
issued the notice and passed 
interim orders in the matter 
and they had no objection if he 
continued hearing the matter.

Justice Khanna, who became 
the 51st CJI after former CJI D 
Y Chandrachud demitted of-

fi ce, said the cases would now 
be listed before another bench 
in the week commencing Jan-
uary 6, 2025.

Additionally, the bench in-
structed the union government 
and the Election Commission 

to fi le their responses to the 
raised challenges.  The bench, 
which issued notices on the 
pleas, had not agreed to the 
contention that the new law on 
appointment of the CEC and the 
ECs be stayed.

“Suspension of legislation 
pending consideration is an 
exception and not the rule,” it 
had said while dismissing pleas 
challenging the appointment of 
election commissioners under 
a 2023 law.  Interfering with the 
selection process would lead to 
“chaos and a virtual constitu-
tional breakdown”, it noted.

The pleas have challenged 
the validity and sought a stay 
on the operation of Section 7 
of the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and other Election Com-
missioners Act, 2023, which ex-
cludes the CJI from the panel 
that picks the CEC and ECs.

 The petitions questioned 
the constitutional validi-
ty of Sections 7 and 8 of the 
Act, which outline the pro-
cess for appointing the Chief 
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) and Election Commis-
sioners (ECs).

The 2023 Act introduced 
signifi cant changes to the ap-
pointment process of election 
commissioners, replacing 
the earlier provisions of the 

Election Commission (Con-
ditions of Service of Election 
Commissioners and Transac-
tion of Business) Act, 1991. 

 The most contentious aspect 
of the new legislation is the 
exclusion of the CJI from the 
selection committee.

Instead, appointments are 
now made based on the recom-
mendations of a three-member 
panel comprising the Prime 
Minister, a Cabinet minister 
and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion or the leader of the largest 
Opposition party in the Lok 
Sabha. Section 8 of the Act fur-
ther empowers the selection 
committee to regulate its own 
procedure transparently and 
allows consideration of candi-
dates beyond those recommend-
ed by a search committee led 
by the union Law minister.

 The law has been challenged 
by several petitioners, includ-
ing Congress leader Jaya Thak-
ur, the Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms, the People's 
Union for Civil Liberties, and 
Lok Prahari.

CJI recuses from pleas over EC selection panel

Justice Khanna, who became the 51st CJI after 
former CJI D Y Chandrachud demitted offi ce, said 

the cases would now be listed before another 
bench  in the week commencing January 6, 2025
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Mumbai, Dec 3: Senior BJP 
leader Devendra Fadnavis 
Tuesday evening met Maha-
rashtra's caretaker Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde at his offi cial 
residence in Mumbai, two days 
ahead of the swearing-in of the 
new Mahayuti government at 
an open ground here.

The visit comes hours after 
Shinde returned from a private 
hospital after health check-up. It 
was the fi rst face-to-face meeting 
between the two leaders after 
the duo, along with NCP chief 
Ajit Pawar, met the top BJP 
leadership in Delhi last week. 
Fadnavis, seen as the frontrun-
ner for the top post in the new 
BJP-Shiv Sena-NCP govern-
ment, met Shinde at the latter's 
offi cial residence 'Varsha'. 

Preparations for the oath-tak-
ing ceremony scheduled to be 
held at Azad Maidan on the 
evening of December 5 are in 
full swing. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, about 2,000 VVIPs 
and some 40,000 supporters will 
attend the event. Shinde, who 
had been staying at his private 
residence in Thane for the last 
few days, visited the hospital 
in the morning. "I came for a 
check-up. My health is in good 
condition," he told reporters 
while leaving the hospital for 
‘Varsha’. A doctor said Shinde 
had throat issues. "The CM had 
a fever and infection, which 
caused weakness. He also un-
derwent an MRI scan as a pre-
cautionary measure," he said.

Shinde, whose party, Shiv 
Sena, is a constituent of the 
BJP-led Mahayuti coalition, 
has been unwell for the last few 
days. His decision to head to his 
village in Satara district last 
Friday had sparked speculation 
that he was unhappy over the 
way the new government was 
shaping up.

Following the BJP-led Ma-
hayuti's landslide victory in the 
November 20 elections, the new 
Maharashtra government will 
be sworn in Thursday.
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Solapur/Mumbai, Dec 3: A 
section of villagers from Ma-
harashtra’s Malshrias Assem-
bly segment seeking  “re-elec-
tion using ballot papers” gave 
up their plan Tuesday after 
intervention by police and 
administration, NCP (SP) 
leader Uttam Jankar who won 
the seat said.

State Congress president 
Nana Patole alleged that offi -
cials used police to block vil-
lagers under BJP’s pressure, 
raising serious concerns about 
the credibility of EVMs.

Earlier, residents of Markad-
wadi village under the Malshi-
ras segment in Solapur district 
had put up banners claiming a 
“repoll” will be held on “ballot 
papers” December 3. The vil-
lage is part of the Malshiras 
assembly constituency, where 
Jankar defeated BJP’s Ram 
Satpute by 13,147 votes in the 
November 20 polls.

 Though Jankar won the 
seat, Markadwadi residents 
claimed the quantum of votes 
polled by the NCP (SP) lead-
er was less compared with 
Satpute, expressing doubt 
about Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs).

The Malshiras sub-division-
al magistrate Monday imposed 
prohibitory orders, under 
section 163 of the Bharatiya 
Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita, from 
December 2 to 5 in the area. 

Tehsildar Vijaya Pangarkar 
rejected the villagers' plea seek-
ing re-poll using ballot papers.

 “The Assembly elections 
were conducted lawfully, and 
no objections were raised 
during voting or counting. 
Conducting a ballot paper poll 
now is illegal and beyond the 
scope of the election process,” 
Pangarkar said Tuesday.
Later, Deputy Superintendent 
of Police (Malshiras division) 
Narayan Shirgavkar said 
they had a detailed meeting 
with the villagers and NCP 
(SP) leader Jankar.

ISKCON urges B’desh to 
ensure lawyers’ safety
AGENCIES

Kolkata, Dec 3: Internation-
al Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness (ISKCON) Kolkata 
Tuesday appealed to the Ban-
gladesh government to ensure 
the safety of lawyers willing 
to represent Hindu monk 
Chinmoy Krishna Das in an 
ongoing case, following a brutal 
attack on his advocate.

ISKCON Kolkata spokesper-
son Radharamn Das Monday 
claimed that Ramen Roy, who 
was defending Chinmoy Krish-
na Das, was attacked by a group 
of Islamists at his home in Ban-
gladesh. A Bangladesh court 
Tuesday deferred to next month 
a hearing on the bail petition of 
the Hindu monk, arrested on a 
sedition charge, as no lawyer 
appeared on his behalf. Das crit-
icised the Bangladesh govern-
ment over "no lawyer appearing 
as defence counsel" for the Hindu 
monk and said it is against the 
premise of basic human rights.

"It is really frustrating to 
see that there was no defence 
lawyer. Is this justice? Is this 
how you provide free and fair 
justice? We would urge the Ban-
gladesh government to look in-
to the matter," Das said.

According to Das, no new 
lawyer has come forward to 
represent Chinmoy Krishna 
Das following the attack on 
Roy, citing safety concerns.

"No new lawyer has come up 
to fi ght his case till now. Those 
who want are afraid that they 
might face the same consequenc-
es as Roy. We would request the 
Bangladesh government to pro-
vide lawyers who are willing 
take up the case with adequate 
safety and security," he said.

"It must be ensured that such 
targeted attacks are dealt with 
sternly. The situation is deeply 

alarming and high-
lights the hostile 
environment 
faced by those 
supporting 
justice for 
minorities in 
Bangladesh," 
he added.

In a post this 
evening, Das 
claimed another law-
yer Regan Acharya, who 
had represented Das on the fi rst 
day, too has been attacked. "The 
day when Chinmay Krishna 
Prabhu was fi rst arrested and 
produced in court one of his 
lawyers was Regan Acharya. Af-
ter the hearing his chamber was 
vandalised and he was attacked 
brutally. In this video his name 
on the signboard of his chamber 

is visible in Bengali. 
How can anyone 

lawyer appear 
for #Chin-
moyKrish-
naDas when 
they are being 
targeted? 

As per report 
& video received 

from Bangladesh 
#SaveBangladeshi-

Hindus ," he posted on X. 
According to Radharamn Das, 
Roy's only "fault" was defend-
ing Chinmoy Krishna Das in 
court, and a group of Islamists 
ransacked his home.

The attack left Roy critical-
ly injured, and he is current-
ly in the ICU, fighting for his 
life, ISKCON Kolkata spokes-
person claimed.

B’desh mission in Agartala suspends visa services
Agartala/Kolkata: The Bangladesh Assistant High Commission in 
Tripura's capital Agartala Tuesday announced the suspension of all 
visa and consular services with immediate effect until further notice 
because of “security reasons”, a day after the mission's premises 
was breached by a group of people protesting against the arrest of 
Hindu monk Chinmoy Krishna Das in Dhaka. Amid escalating tensions 
between the two countries, Dhaka summoned the Indian envoy posted 
there to protest against the alleged vandalism of its mission in Tripura.

Devendra Fadnavis meets 
Shinde at CM residence

A pair of migratory birds at a wetland in Pampore area of Pulwama district of south Kashmir PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Dec 3: MPs of sev-
eral INDIA bloc parties protest-
ed on the Parliament premises 
Tuesday over the Adani issue 
and reiterated their demand for 
a probe by a joint parliamenta-
ry committee into the matter.

MPs of the Congress, AAP, 
RJD, Shiv Sena (UBT), DMK 
and the Left parties, among 
others, raised slogans against 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and demanded accountability. 
Leader of Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, AAP's 
Sanjay Singh, RJD's Misa Bhar-
ti and Shiv Sena (UBT)'s Arvind 
Sawant also participated in the 
protest on the steps leading to 
the Parliament's Makar Dwar.

In a post on Facebook, Gand-
hi said, "Protesting at Makar 
Dwar, Parliament complex, to-
day, asking the real question: 
Who benefi ts from Adani's bil-
lions, Modi ji? The Prime Min-
ister's silence speaks volumes." 
The Congress and some other 
Opposition parties have been 
demanding a joint parliamen-
tary committee (JPC) probe 
following the indictment of 
Adani Group chairperson Gau-

tam Adani and other company 
offi cials by US prosecutors on 
bribery and fraud charges.

However, some other Oppo-
sition parties, especially the 
TMC, have not attached the 
same priority to the Adani 
row and from the start wanted 
Parliament to discuss a host 
of different issues, including 
unemployment, price rise and 
the Centre's alleged discrimina-
tion against Opposition-ruled 
states in fund allocation.

 The TMC has skipped 
Opposition meetings on formu-
lating the INDIA bloc's joint 
strategy during the session.

The Samajwadi Party has 
been attaching the highest 
priority to the Sambhal vio-
lence issue, which it raised in 
Parliament Tuesday. 

The Congress has said that 
Adani's indictment in a US 
court on bribery and fraud 
charges "vindicates" its demand 
for a JPC investigation into 
the various "scams" involving 
the billionaire industrialist's 
conglomerate. Gandhi has 
sought Adani's immediate 
arrest. The Adani Group has 
dismissed all allegations as 
"baseless".

ADANI ROW

Oppn stages protest on 
Parliament premises

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Dec 3: Chandigarh 
has become the country’s fi rst 
administrative unit where 100 
per cent implementation of the 
three criminal laws has been do-
ne with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi Tuesday saying these 
new legislations are becoming 
protector of citizen’s rights and 
the basis of ease of justice.

The laws -- Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita and Bharati-
ya Sakshya Adhiniyam -- came 
into effect on July 1, replacing 
the British-era Indian Penal 
Code, Code of Criminal Proce-
dure and the Indian Evidence 
Act, respectively. Chandigarh 
has become the country's fi rst 
administrative unit where 100 
per cent implementation of the 

three laws has been done.
Speaking on the occasion, 

the prime minister said the 
new criminal laws represent 
a concrete step towards real-
ising the ideals enshrined in 
the Constitution for the ben-
efi t of all citizens. He said the 
new laws came into effect at a 
time when country is moving 
ahead with the pledge of "Viksit 
Bharat" and 75 years of adop-
tion of Constitution have been 
completed, thus the launch of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
rooted in constitutional val-
ues, is a signifi cant occasion. 
He said these laws signify the 
end of colonial-era laws.

The colonial-era laws were 
the medium of atrocities and 
exploitation committed by the 
British when they ruled over 
India, Modi added.

EVM ROW

Maha village scraps
‘repoll’ plan with ballot

Chandigarh leads the way in
embracing new criminal laws

Leader of 
Opposition in the 

West Bengal Assembly 
Suvendu Adhikari Tuesday 

said human rights have been 
violated in Bangladesh as lawyers 
of arrested Hindu monk Chinmoy 

Krishna Das could not appear 
in a court in the neighbouring 

country as they were 
allegedly beaten up by 
fundamentalists there
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PRINCESS OF WALES 
RETURNS TO OFFICIAL DUTIES 
The Princess of Wales helps kick off the 
emir of Qatar’s trip to Britain Tuesday 
as the UK government enlists one of 
the most popular royals to ensure the 
success of a state visit by the leader of 
a key ally, even as the princess recov-
ers from cancer treatment

We're not asking 
countries to choose 

between us and Russia and 
China. We're simply looking 
for reliable, sustainable, 
verifi able investment op-
portunities that the people 
of Angola and the people of 
the continent can rely on
JOE BIDEN | PRESIDENT, US

SHORT TAKES

Nepal, China sign 
nine-point agreement 
Kathmandu: Nepal and China 
Tuesday signed a nine-point 
agreement as Prime Minister 
KP Sharma Oli met President 
Xi Jinping in Beijing when 
the two leaders discussed 
connectivity, industrial 
development, infrastructural 
development and trade and 
tourism among other issues. 
Earlier, Oli -- who is on a 
four-day offi cial visit -- held 
a bilateral meeting with 
his Chinese counterpart Li 
Qiang in Beijing, the Prime 
Minister’s Secretariat said. 
The bilateral meeting with 
the Chinese president, at the 
State Hall in Beijing, mainly 
dwelt on matters related 
to connectivity, industrial 
development, infrastructural 
development, medical 
cooperation, agricultural 
development, trade and 
tourism, investment, science 
and technology, sports, 
disaster management, people-
to-people contact and poverty 
alleviation, Krishna Prasad 
Dhakal, spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
said in Kathmandu.

Death sentence upheld 
for property tycoon 
Hanoi: A court in Vietnam 
Tuesday upheld a death 
sentence for real estate tycoon 
Truong My Lan after rejecting 
her appeal against a conviction 
for embezzlement and bribery 
in a high-profi le $12 billion 
fraud case, state media 
reported. Lan, the chairwoman 
of real estate developer Van 
Thinh Phat Holdings Group, 
was sentenced to death in 
April for her role in what was 
Vietnam’s biggest fi nancial 
fraud case on record. The High 
People’s Court in southern 
Ho Chi Minh City determined 
there was no basis to reduce 
Lan’s death sentence, reported 
online newspaper VnExpress. 
If Lan is able to return 
three-quarters of the money 
embezzled while on death 
row, it is possible the sentence 
could be commuted to life 
imprisonment, the report said.

Sri Lanka nabs 18
Indian fi shermen 
Colombo: The Sri Lanka 
Navy has arrested 18 Indian 
fi shermen for alleged illegal 
fi shing in the island nation’s 
territorial waters and seized 
their fi shing trawler. The 
fi shermen were arrested 
Monday in a special operation 
conducted by the Sri Lanka 
Navy in the Vettilaikerni 
area in the north. The seized 
trawler and the fi shermen were 
handed over to the fi sheries 
offi cials for further action, the 
navy said. With this arrest, 
so far this year 515 Indian 
fi shermen have been arrested 
and 66 trawlers confi scated, 
the navy said. Last month, Sri 
Lankan President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake and Indian High 
Commissioner Santosh Jha held 
a meeting in which they stressed 
the importance of a long-term 
solution to the ongoing fi shing 
disputes between the two nations.

The attempt 
to organise 
the Maidan in 

Georgia is already 
over. I would call 
on everybody to 
keep quiet

IRAKLI KOBAKHIDZE |  PM, GEORGIA

We will seek 
to get suffi -
cient consen-

sus on decisions 
that need to be 
taken by the G20

CYRIL RAMAPHOSA  | 
PRESIDENT, SOUTH AFRICA

uoteu

The Pakistan 
Armed Forces, 
with the 

resolute support 
of the nation, are 
fully capable of 
safeguarding the 
territorial integrity and sovereignty 
of our beloved motherland against 
the entire spectrum of threats

ASIM MUNIR  |  ARMY CHIEF, PAKISTAN

American defense ana-
lysts have consistently 
identifi ed China as the 

foremost threat to US national 
security. They have referred 
to Beijing as a “systemic chal-
lenge,” a “pacing threat,” and 
even a “peer adversary,” cit-
ing China's extensive military 
expansion, aggressive actions 
in the Asia-Pacifi c region, and 
its global strategy of economic 
coercion. These ambiguous and 
trendy terms refl ect a growing 
consensus that China's ambi-
tions pose a signifi cant risk to 
American national interests. 
However, there is no agree-
ment on the motivations be-
hind China's strategic actions, 
particularly its swift nuclear 
weapons buildup. The U.S. de-
fense community has primar-
ily approached this buildup 
from a limited military per-
spective, focusing on weapon 
capabilities and the dynamics 
of the arms race, while China 
harbors broader ambitions 
to reshape the world accord-
ing to its vision. It intends to 
do so by fi rst dominating the 
western Pacifi c and then pull-
ing much of Eurasia—a region 
that stretches from China’s im-
mediate neighborhood through 
Central Asia and southeastern 
Europe—as well as Africa into 
its orbit. But Beijing has a geo-

graphic predicament of which 
it’s acutely aware: a number of 
states off its coastline that have 
signed on to U.S.-led coalitions 
devoted to the regional status 
quo, and which are galvanized 
by China’s own actions. If 
China escalates by launching 
a large-scale attack along its 
maritime periphery, it risks 
a devastating and coordinated 
response that jeopardizes its 
global designs.

The United States should 
view China’s nuclear buildup 
as a tool that can help Bei-
jing resolve its continental 
isolation. China has initiated 
a short-of-war coercion cam-
paign to dissolve the U.S. al-
liance system in the Pacifi c, 
and its increasingly sophisti-
cated nuclear arsenal gives it 
more leverage to achieve this 
objective without igniting a 
catastrophic great-power war. 
If Washington fails to address 
this dimension of China’s nu-
clear breakout, it could risk its 
forward position in the west-
ern Pacifi c, through which it 
defends a free, open, and pros-
perous environment favorable 
to American interests.

Washington should be alive 
to the danger. It must recognize 
the geopolitical designs China 
has for its expanding nuclear 
arsenal and act to preserve the 

regional balance. As Beijing’s 
coercion campaign threatens 
U.S. allies, Washington must 
implement a countervailing 
strategy that arrays the Unit-
ed States’ competitive advan-
tages against China’s distinct 
vulnerabilities. China may 
have already started wielding 
its nuclear power as an initial 
foray in its larger worldmaking 
project, but the United States 
still has an opportunity to nip 
these global ambitions in the 
bud.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping believes he is leading his 
country into a new era of Chi-
nese-dominated geopolitics. 
He believes a struggle between 
Chinese socialism and West-
ern democratic capitalism is 

already underway and cites his 
country’s growing prosperity 
and infl uence as evidence that 
it is ready to supplant the Unit-
ed States and remold the world. 
Such an international order 
would more closely refl ect Chi-
na’s internal system than the 
liberal values that have shaped 
much of the world for decades. 
Xi is particularly confi dent 
that structural trends—as ev-
idenced by the 2008 fi nancial 
crisis and the rise of populist 
movements in the West—favor 
China’s ascendancy.

But China’s geography com-
plicates Xi’s vision. Like Na-
poleonic France in the nine-
teenth century and Germany, 
Japan, and the Soviet Union in 
the twentieth century, Beijing 

considers itself hemmed in by 
hostile coastal states that are 
backed by a global naval pow-
er. Also like its antecedents, 
China’s continental position—
straddling a type of land-sea 
boundary that the twenti-
eth-century Dutch American 
strategist Nicholas Spykman 
dubbed the Eurasian “rim-
land”—raises the possibility 
that a poorly executed Chinese 
strategy could ignite a cataclys-
mic war with the United States 
and its Asian allies.

China’s nuclear expansion 
will affect how U.S. allies per-
ceive the regional military 
balance. As they make their 
assessments, they are taking 
into account the stunning 
nature, in both quantity and 
quality, of China’s nuclear 
breakout. The United States 
has an active arsenal of some 
3,700 nuclear warheads, though 
less than half of these are de-
ployed. Beijing is quickly clos-
ing the gap, having increased 
its warhead inventory from 
about 200 to 500 between 2020 
and 2023. The Pentagon has 
forecast that China will boast 
more than 1,000 warheads by 
2030 and upward of 1,500 by 
2035. And China already has 
a formidable capacity to em-
ploy such weapons in highly 
accurate strikes: it has more 

land-based intercontinental 
and intermediate-range mis-
sile launchers than the Unit-
ed States does. What’s more, 
Washington retired its only 
regional nuclear option—a 
submarine-launched cruise 
missile—in 2013, meaning in a 
potential crisis it would have 
no regionally based nuclear ca-
pability to reassure its allies of 
its security guarantee.

China’s defense establish-
ment is also exhibiting an in-
creasing interest in coercive 
nuclear strategies. Chinese 
military theorists now routine-
ly refer to the country’s mod-
ernized nuclear weapons as a 
“trump card” that can impede 
external intervention in region-
al affairs. And many Chinese 
defense analysts have conclud-
ed that Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin’s nuclear coercion 
in the course of Russia’s war in 
Ukraine has prevented NATO 
from deeper intervention in 
that confl ict, suggesting that 
Beijing could use its arsenal to 
achieve similar ends.

To blunt China’s momentum 
and regain the initiative, the 
United States needs a coun-
tervailing strategy that can 
demonstrate credibility to its 
regional partners and change 
Beijing’s calculus. 

 AGENCIES

CHINA’S SWIFT NUCLEAR WEAPONS BUILDUP

SN
IP

PE
T

S

Indian ship captain receives maritime bravery award
London: Captain Avhilash Rawat has received the 2024 International 
Maritime Organisation’s (IMO) Award for Exceptional Bravery at Sea 
for the “extraordinary courage” shown in a Red Sea rescue mission 
earlier this year. At an awards ceremony at the IMO headquarters 
in London Monday evening, Rawat accepted the award on behalf 
of his crew of the oil tanker Marlin Luanda, who had been named 
winners in July of the prestigious maritime award. The captain 
and crew were lauded for the “determination and endurance” 
they demonstrated while coordinating firefighting and damage 
control efforts to combat a fire that broke out after an anti-ship 
ballistic missile struck their vessel back in January. Alongside, 
Captain Brijesh Nambiar and the crew of the Indian Navy ship INS 
Visakhapatnam were conferred a “Letter of Commendation” for the 
support to Marlin Luanda when in distress.

China bans export of key minerals to US
Bangkok: China announced Tuesday it is banning exports 
to the United States of gallium, germanium, antimony 
and other key high-tech materials with potential military 
applications, as a general principle, lashing back at US 
limits on semiconductor-related exports. The Chinese 
Commerce Ministry announced the move after the 
Washington expanded its list of Chinese companies subject 
to export controls on computer chip-making equipment, 
software and high-bandwidth memory chips. Such chips 
are needed for advanced applications. The ratcheting up of 
trade restrictions comes as President-elect Donald Trump 
has been threatening to sharply raise tariffs on imports 
from China and other countries, potentially intensifying 
simmering tensions over trade and technology.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York, Dec 3: Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump is de-
manding the immediate release 
of Israeli hostages still being 
held in Gaza, saying that if they 
are not freed before he is sworn 
into offi ce for a second term 
there will be “HELL TO PAY.”

“Please let this TRUTH serve 
to represent that if the hostages 
are not released prior to Jan-
uary 20, 2025, the date that I 
proudly assume Offi ce as Pres-
ident of the United States, there 
will be ALL HELL TO PAY in 
the Middle East, and for those 
in charge who perpetrated 
these atrocities against Human-
ity,” Trump wrote in a post on 
his Truth Social site.

He added that, “Those 
responsible will be hit 

harder than anybody has been 
hit in the long and storied 
History of the United States 
of America. RELEASE THE 
HOSTAGES NOW!”

It was not immediately clear 

whether Trump was threatening 
to directly involve the US mili-
tary in Israel’s ongoing campaign 
against Hamas in Gaza. Trump 
allies have said he hopes there 
will be a ceasefi re and hostage 

release deal before he returns to 
offi ce early next year.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s offi ce de-
clined comment. But the coun-
try’s president, Isaac Herzog, 
welcomed Trump’s comments 
in a social media post. “Thank 
you and bless you Mr. Presi-
dent-elect @realDonaldTrump,” 
he wrote on X. “We all pray for 
the moment we see our sisters 
and brothers back home!”

The war in Gaza began 
when Hamas-led militants 
stormed into southern Isra-
el, killing some 1,200 people, 
mostly civilians, and taking 
around 250 people hostage 
Oct. 7, 2023. Some 100 are still 
held inside Gaza, around two-
thirds believed to be alive. 
Trump’s threat came hours 
after the Israeli government 
confirmed the death of Omer 
Neutra, a dual US--Israeli cit-
izen, whose body is still be-
lieved to be held by Hamas in 
Gaza, according to the Israeli 
government.

Days earlier, Hamas released 
a hostage video of Edan Alex-
ander, who was serving in the 
Israeli military when he was 
taken by Hamas to Gaza. 

Trump’s threat came hours 
after the Israeli government 
confi rmed the death of 
Omer Neutra, a dual 
US--Israeli citizen, whose 
body is still believed to be 
held by Hamas in Gaza,

‘ALL HELL TO PAY’

Trump’s ultimatum to Hamas
President-elect Donald 

Trump demands the 
release of hostages held 

by Hamas in Gaza before 
his January 2025 

inauguration, warning of 
severe consequences

Those responsible 
will be hit harder 
than anybody has 

been hit in the long 
and storied History of 
the United States of 
America. RELEASE THE 
HOSTAGES NOW!

DONALD TRUMP| 
PRESIDENT-ELECT

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Brussels, Dec 3: NATO Sec-
retary-General Mark Rutte 
Tuesday sidestepped questions 
about Ukraine’s possible mem-
bership in the military alliance, 
saying that the priority now 
must be to strengthen the coun-
try’s hand in any future peace 
talks with Russia by sending it 
more weapons.

Rutte’s remarks, ahead of 
a meeting of NATO foreign 
ministers, came days after 

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said that extend-
ing alliance membership to ter-
ritory now under Kyiv’s control 
could end “the hot stage” of the 
almost 3-year war in Ukraine, 
where Russian forces are press-
ing deeper into their western 
neighbour.

“The front is not moving 
eastwards. It is slowly moving 
westwards,” Rutte said. “So we 
have to make sure that Ukraine 
gets into a position of strength, 
and then it should be for the 
Ukrainian government to de-
cide on the next steps, in terms 
of opening peace talks and how 
to conduct them.”

At their summit in Wash-

ington in July, leaders of the 
32 NATO member countries 
insisted that Ukraine is on an 
“irreversible” path to mem-
bership. But some, led by the 
United States, have balked 
at moving forward while 
the war rages and before the 
country’s borders are clearly 
demarcated. All 32 countries 
must agree unanimously for 

Ukraine to join.
NATO was founded on the 

principle that an attack on 
any ally should be considered 
an attack on them all, and the 
alliance has consistently tried 
to avoid being dragged into a 
wider war with nuclear-armed 
Russia.

Zelenskyy argued that once 
open confl ict ends, any proposal 
to join NATO could be extended 
to all parts of the country that 
fall under internationally rec-
ognised borders.

Pressed on this by reporters, 
Rutte said, “I would argue, let’s 
not have all these discussions 
step by step on what a peace 
process might look like.”

NATO’s chief sidesteps Ukraine’s membership
Mark Rutte says the 

priority is helping Kyiv 
defend itself

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Dec 3: The Biden 
Administration Monday noti-
fi ed the Congress of its decision 
to approve the sale of MH-60R 
Multi-Mission Helicopter 
Equipment and related ones at 
an estimated cost of USD1.17 
billion.

The proposed sale will im-
prove India’s capability to de-
ter current and future threats 
by upgrading its anti-subma-
rine warfare capabilities, the 
Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency said in a notifi cation to 
the Congress.

The Biden administration’s 
approval of sale of major de-
fense equipment to India comes 
weeks ahead of its completion 
of its four-year term. Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump would 
be sworn in as 47th president 

of the United States of America 
January 20, 2025.

According to the notifi cation, 
India has requested to buy 30 
Multifunctional Information 
Distribution System-Joint 
Tactical Radio Systems 
(MIDS-JTRS). It also included 
advanced data transfer sys-
tems; external fuel tanks; AN/
AAS 44C(V) forward looking 
infrared (FLIR) systems; an 
operator machine interface as-
sistant; spare containers; facili-
ties study, design, construction 
and support; support and test 
equipment; munitions; and in-
tegration and test support.

The principal contractor will 
be Lockheed Martin Rotary and 
Mission Systems.

Implementation of this sale 
will require travel of up to 20 
US Government or up to 25 
contractor representatives to 
India on a temporary basis for 
program technical support and 
management oversight, it said.

Biden’s game-changing 
defence deal with India
20 US government or 25 

contractor representatives 
will be required to travel 
to India temporarily for 
the implementation of 

this sale to provide 
technical support and 
management oversight

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Seoul, Dec 3: South Korean 
President Yoon Suk Yeol de-
clared martial law late Tues-
day, vowing to eliminate “an-
ti-state” forces as he struggles 
against an Opposition that 
controls the country’s parlia-
ment and that he accuses of 
sympathising with communist 
North Korea.

Hours later, parliament vot-
ed to lift the declaration, with 
the National Assembly Speak-
er Woo Won Shik declaring 
that lawmakers “will protect 
democracy with the people”. 
Woo called for police and mil-
itary personnel to withdraw 
from the Assembly’s grounds.

The president’s surprising 
move harkened back to an era 
of authoritarian leaders that 
the country has not seen since 
the 1980s, and it was immediate-
ly denounced by the Opposition 
and the leader of Yoon’s own 
conservative party. Following 
Yoon’s announcement, South 
Korea’s military proclaimed 
that parliament and other polit-
ical gatherings that could cause 
“social confusion” would be 
suspended, according to South 
Korea’s Yonhap news agency.

The military also said that 

the country’s striking doctors 
should return to work within 48 
hours, Yonhap said. Thousands 
of doctors have been striking 
for months over government 
plans to expand the number 
of students at medical schools. 
The military said anyone who 
violates the decree could be ar-
rested without a warrant.

Under South Korean law, 
martial law can be lifted with a 
majority vote in the parliament, 
where the Opposition Democrat-
ic Party holds a majority. Soon 
after the declaration, the Na-
tional Assembly speaker called 
on his YouTube channel for 
all lawmakers to gather at the 
Assembly building. He urged 
military and law enforcement 
personnel to “remain calm and 
hold their positions”.

All 190 lawmakers who partic-
ipated in the vote supported the 
lifting of martial law. Television 
footage showed soldiers who had 
been stationed at parliament 
leaving the site after the vote.

SK parl rejects president’s 
martial law declaration
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INSURANCE AT `59 PER YEAR
PhonePe Tuesday announced the launch of a new and 
affordable insurance plan for dengue and malaria on its 
platform, starting at just `59 per year. The affordable 
health coverage plan offers comprehensive year-round 
coverage of up to `1 lakh for medical expenses related 
to vector and air-borne diseases. This insurance cover 
also ensures users, especially in tier-II and tier-III cities, 
are fi nancially protected against unexpected medical 
expenses caused by such illnesses throughout the year.

The long voyage time 
due to ships taking 
longer routes through 
Cape of Good Hope 
has impacted global 
trade, including Indi-
an exports 
PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY MINISTER 

GST hike report 
impacts stocks
New Delhi: Shares of ITC, 
Varun Beverages and Godfrey 
Phillips India ended lower 
Tuesday after the Group 
of Ministers on GST rate 
rationalisation decided to hike 
tax on sin goods like aerated 
beverages, cigarettes, tobacco 
and related products to 35 per 
cent from the present 28 per 
cent. The stock of ITC declined 
1.02 per cent to settle at Rs 
472.30 on the BSE. During the 
day, it went lower by 3 per cent 
to Rs 462.80. VST Industries' 
stock dipped 2.27 per cent to Rs 
318.30 in intraday but recovered 
the lost ground and ended at Rs 
327.90, up 0.68 per cent. Shares 
of Varun Beverages dropped 
1.86 per cent to settle at Rs 621 
apiece after tumbling 5.18 per 
cent to Rs 600 during the day. 
Godfrey Phillips India slipped 
1.71 per cent to fi nish at Rs 
5,659.50. Intra-day, it fell 3.16 
per cent to Rs 5,575.50. 

Swiggy’s loss 
narrows in Q2
New Delhi: Food and grocery 
delivery platform Swiggy 
Tuesday reported narrowing 
of consolidated net loss at Rs 
625.53 crore for the second 
quarter ended September 30 on 
the back of continued growth 
of food delivery business. The 
company, which is declaring 
its quarterly results to stock 
exchanges for the fi rst time 
since it went public last month, 
had posted a consolidated 
net loss of Rs 657 crore in 
the year-ago period. In a 
regulatory fi ling, Swiggy said 
at consolidated group level, it 
expects to achieve “positive 
adjusted EBITDA by the third 
quarter of FY26.” Swiggy's 
revenue from operations 
increased to Rs 3,601.45 crore 
in the September quarter, 
from Rs 2,763.33 crore in the 
corresponding period last year.

Godrej Properties 
raises `6K-cr via QIP 
New Delhi: Realty fi rm Godrej 
Properties Ltd has raised Rs 
6,000 crore by selling shares 
to institutional investors, 
including Singapore sovereign 
wealth fi rm GIC and SBI 
Pension, through qualifi ed 
institutional placement (QIP) 
route as it looks to expand 
business amid strong demand 
for residential plots and 
apartments. November 27th, 
the company launched its QIP 
issue to raise up to Rs 6,000 
crore. The company has raised 
this amount by diluting nearly 
8 per cent of equity through 
the QIP issue, which was 
closed Monday.

SHORT TAKES

We hope to 
expand our 
loan look 

under the af-
fordable hous-
ing segment to 
Rs 5,000 crore 
by this year-end to touch Rs 
15,000 crore by March 2027
GIRISH KOUSGI |  
PNB HOUSING FINANCE MD AND CEO 

Credit plan-
ning should 
adopt a 

bottom-up 
approach to 
convey the 
needs of the 
centres and then designing a 
plan best suited 
to address those
SWAMINATHAN J | RBI DEPUTY GOVERNOR

uoteu

Indian 
banks have 
performed 

exceptionally 
well in recent 
years. High-
est-ever net 
profi t of Rs 1.41 lakh crore 
was achieved in 2023-24 & 
Rs 85,520 Crore in the fi rst 
half of 2024-25. Today, all 
the public sector banks have 
turned profi table
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN |  FINANCE MINISTER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 3: The RBI has 
asked banks to ‘urgently’ re-
duce the number of inoperative 
or frozen accounts by taking 
necessary steps and also report 
their numbers quarterly.

Expressing concern over the 
rising sums of money lying in 
such accounts, the RBI said its 
supervisory inspections have 
revealed a slew of problems due 
to which accounts are becom-
ing inoperative or get frozen.

The Department of Supervi-
sion, RBI, recently conducted 
an analysis, which revealed 
that the number of inoperative 
accounts/unclaimed deposits 
in several banks was on the 
higher side vis-a-vis their total 
deposits as well as in absolute 
terms, it said.

“The banks are ...advised to 
take necessary steps urgently 
to bring down the number of in-
operative/frozen accounts and 
make the process of activation 
of such accounts smoother and 
hassle free,” a notifi cation to 
chiefs of all the banks said.

Banks may look at enabling 
seamless updation of KYC 
(know your customer) through 
mobile/internet banking, non-
home branches and Video Cus-
tomer Identifi cation Process, it 
suggested.

The notifi cation said it has 
observed instances where the 
accounts of underprivileged 
benefi ciaries of state-run cash 
transfer schemes have been 
frozen due to other factors such 
as pending updation/ periodic 
updation of KYC, even though 
such benefi ciary accounts are 
required to be segregated to fa-
cilitate uninterrupted credit of 

scheme funds.
Asking banks to take an 

"empathetic view" in such cas-
es, the notifi cation said banks 
may also organise special 
campaigns for facilitating ac-
tivation of inoperative/frozen 
accounts.

Apart from this, the banks 
may also facilitate Aadhaar 
updation for customers through 
branches providing Aadhaar 
related services, it said, add-
ing that instructions have 
been issued to state level bank-
ing committees to proactively 
monitor the situation in their 
respective jurisdictions with 
a view to minimise customer 
inconvenience.

The RBI analysis revealed 
that accounts were getting in-
operative with deposit accounts 
being unclaimed due to variety 
of reasons including inactivity 
for a long time or pending upda-
tion/periodic updation of KYC.

"Reportedly, there were in-
stances of customers facing 
inconvenience when they ap-
proached the bank branches 
for activation of inoperative 
accounts including inadver-

tent errors in customer details 
such as mismatch in name, etc," 
it said.

It was also observed that a 
few banks have a large pen-
dency of accounts that are due 
for updation/ periodic upda-
tion of KYC, resulting in such 
accounts getting frozen for fur-
ther transactions as per bank's 
internal policies, the central 
bank said.

The notification said prog-
ress in reduction of inopera-
tive/frozen accounts and the 
special efforts made by the 
banks in this regard may be 
monitored by the Customer 
Service Committee (CSC) of a 
bank's Board and asked banks 
to report the same quarterly 
to the respective Senior Su-
pervisory Manager (SSM) 
through DAKSH portal, start-
ing from the quarter ending 
December 31, 2024.

Banks are required to place 
the notification on inopera-
tive accounts before the CSC 
of the Board at their next 
meeting along with a moni-
torable action plan for com-
pliance, it said.

RBI asks banks to bring down 
inoperative accounts urgently

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 3: India has 
recorded a sharp increase in 
exports for several key prod-
uct categories with the country 
maintaining or improving its 
rank among the top ten global 
suppliers, in export values ex-
ceeding $1 billion in 2023, ac-
cording to fi gures released by 
the Commerce and Industry 
Ministry Tuesday.  

 “From dominating the glob-
al market in precious stones to 
making inroads in advanced 
sectors like semiconductors 
and electrical components, 
India’s export performance 
refl ects the country’s growing 
economic prowess,” the offi cial 
statement said.

The country’s strategic fo-
cus on electronics and semi-
conductors has yielded im-
pressive results.

Exports grew from $0.23 bil-
lion in 2014 to $1.91 billion in 
2023, achieving a global market 
share of 1.40 per cent and secur-
ing the 9th position, a signifi -
cant jump from 20th in 2014, the 
offi cial fi gures show.

 “This progress highlights 
India’s growing role in the 

global semiconductor supply 
chain, supported by efforts to 
enhance domestic manufactur-
ing and innovation,” the state-
ment observed.

In the export of precious and 
semi-precious stones, India has 
established itself as the world 
leader, with its global share 
surging from 2.64 per cent in 
2014 to an astounding 36.53 per 
cent in 2023.

Exports valued at $1.52 bil-
lion highlight India’s centu-
ries-old craftsmanship and 
adoption of modern technology 
in gemstone processing.

Exports of parts for electric 
motors and generators have 
also shown signifi cant growth, 
reaching $1.15 billion in 2023, 
with a global share of 4.86 per 
cent, elevating India to 6th 
place from 21 in 2014 globally.

This growth aligns with the 
rising global demand for renew-
able energy and electric vehicle 
components, positioning India 
as a key supplier in this trans-
formative industry.

The petroleum sector (Petro-
leum Oils and Oils Obtained 
from Bituminous Minerals) 
has seen a dramatic rise, with 
export values increasing from 

$60.84 billion in 2014 to $84.96 
billion in 2023, capturing a 
global market share of 12.59 
per cent.

This signifi cant leap has 
propelled India to the position 
of the second-largest global 
exporter, driven by advanced 
refi ning infrastructure.

The government's for-
ward-looking initiatives, such 
as the New Foreign Trade Pol-
icy, PLI Schemes, and many 
others, play a pivotal role in 

enhancing India’s competitive-
ness on the global stage.

 “As India diversifi es its ex-
port portfolio and strengthens 
its global presence, it is poised 
to achieve its vision of becom-
ing a global economic power 
by 2047,” the Commerce Min-
istry said. In the agrochemical 
sector, India has achieved no-
table success, particularly in 
insecticides, rodenticides, and 
fungicides.

By 2023, exports reached $4.32 

billion, marking a global mar-
ket share of 10.85 per cent, up 
from 5.89 per cent in 2014.

Investments in research 
and development, coupled 
with compliance with interna-
tional agricultural standards, 
have positioned India as the 
third-largest exporter globally.

This growth underscores In-
dia’s pivotal role in supporting 
sustainable agriculture.

India’s sugar exports have 
also witnessed exceptional 
growth, with the country’s 
share in the global market for 
cane or beet sugar rising from 
4.31 per cent in 2014 to 12.21 per 
cent in 2023.

Export values reached $3.72 
billion in 2023, cementing 
India’s position as the sec-
ond-largest sugar exporter.

Strong production bases and 
favourable agricultural policies 
have enabled India to cater to 
growing demand, particularly 
in Southeast Asia and Africa, 
strengthening its agricultural 
economy.

The electronics manufactur-
ing sector has shown signifi -
cant advancements, refl ected 
in the exports of electrical 
transformers and related com-

ponents, which grew from $1.08 
billion in 2014 to $2.85 billion in 
2023.

India’s global market share 
increased to 2.11 per cent in 
2023, and it is in 10th position, 
up from 17th in 2014.

India has made remarkable 
strides in rubber pneumatic 
tyre exports, which reached 
$2.66 billion in 2023.

Its global market share rose 
to 3.31 per cent, securing the 8th 
position, a notable leap from 
14th in 2014.

This growth refl ects India’s 
emphasis on quality, cost com-
petitiveness, and the ability to 
serve diverse markets, partic-
ularly in emerging economies.

Similarly, exports of taps, 
valves, and similar industrial 
products reached $2.12 billion 
in 2023, capturing a 2.16 per 
cent global market share and 
earning India the 10th position 
globally.

Additionally, India’s ex-
ports of coal tar distillation 
products reached $1.71 billion 
in 2023, capturing a 5.48 per 
cent global market share and 
securing 4th place globally 
showcasing its importance in 
industrial value chains.

India among top 10 exporters of high-value products

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 3: Extending 
the winning run to the third 
straight day, benchmark Sen-
sex jumped 597 points on Tues-
day on buying in blue-chip 
stocks like HDFC Bank, Reli-
ance Industries and fi rm trends 
in global markets.

The 30-share index jumped 
597.67 points or 0.74 per cent to 
settle at 80,845.75. During the 
day, it surged 701.02 points or 
0.87 per cent to 80,949.10.

The broader NSE Nifty rose 
by 181.10 points or 0.75 per cent 
to 24,457.15.

From the 30-share Sensex 
pack, Adani Ports surged near-
ly 6 per cent. NTPC, Axis Bank, 
State Bank of India, Larsen & 
Toubro, UltraTech Cement, 
Tata Motors, HDFC Bank and 
Reliance Industries were the 
other big gainers.

Bharti Airtel, ITC, Sun Phar-
ma, Asian Paints and Kotak 
Mahindra Bank were the lag-
gards.

“Benchmark indices con-
tinued to demonstrate resil-
ience amidst positive global 
sentiment. Investors are now 
focusing on potential growth 
drivers, assuming that weak 
economic data has already been 
refl ected in the recent lacklus-
tre corporate earnings,” Vinod 

Nair, Head of Research, Geojit 
Financial Services, said.

Banking stocks gained the 
most ahead of the RBI Mone-
tary Policy Committee meeting 
while metal stocks benefi ted 
from increased import duties 
and favourable manufacturing 
data from China.

The BSE smallcap gauge 
jumped 1.03 per cent and mid-
cap index climbed 0.92 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, 
services rallied 2.13 per cent, 
followed by utilities (1.41 per 
cent), industrials (1.36 per 
cent), capital goods (1.23 per 
cent), power (1.20 per cent) and 
commodities (1.16 per cent).

Telecommunication and 
FMCG were the laggards.

As many as 2,740 stocks ad-
vanced while 1,219 declined 
and 108 remained unchanged 
on the BSE.

In Asian markets, Seoul, To-
kyo, Shanghai and Hong Kong 
settled higher. European mar-
kets were trading in the green.

Global oil benchmark Brent 
crude climbed 1.13 per cent to 
USD 72.64 a barrel.

Recovering the early lost 
ground, the BSE benchmark 
Sensex climbed 445.29 points 
or 0.56 per cent to settle at 
80,248.08 Monday. The Nifty 
surged 144.95 points or 0.60 per 
cent to 24,276.05.

Stock markets extend 
winning run to 3rd dayPRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 3: Mahindra 
& Mahindra and InterGlobe 
Aviation, which owns IndiGo 
airlines, were Tuesday locked 
in a tussle over infringement 
of '6e' trademark, despite the 
automaker claiming it is in 
discussions to fi nd an amica-
ble solution. The automaker, 
which introduced two electric 
brands -- BE 6e and XEV 9e 
-- earlier this month, said its 
trademark 'BE 6e' differs from 
IndiGo's '6E', eliminating any 
risk of confusion.

IndiGo, which uses 6E as the 
airline designator code, how-
ever refuted the claim by the 
Mumbai-based automaker.

"The 6E mark is an integral 
part of IndiGo's identity for the 
past 18 years and is a registered 
trademark that holds strong 
global recognition. The "6E" 
mark, whether standalone or 
in its variants and formative 
forms, is extensively used by 
IndiGo for its offerings and for 
goods and services provided 
in collaboration with trusted 
partners," IndiGo said in a 
statement.

Any unauthorised use of the 
6E mark, whether standalone 
or in any form, constitutes an 
infringement of IndiGo's rights, 
reputation, and goodwill, it 
added. IndiGo is committed to 
taking all necessary and appro-
priate steps to safeguard its in-
tellectual property and brand 
identity, it said.

M&M in a statement said it is 
in discussions with InterGlobe 
Aviation to fi nd an amicable 
solution regarding the issue.

"We have taken on board the 
concerns that InterGlobe Avi-
ation Ltd have to infringement 
of their goodwill, which was not 
our intention. We are engaged 
in discussions with them to fi nd 
an amicable solution," the auto 
major said in a statement.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 3: The Lok 
Sabha Tuesday passed the 
Banking Laws (Amendment) 
Bill, 2024, which allows bank ac-
count holders to have up to four 
nominees in their accounts.

Another proposed change 
relates to redefi ning 'substan-
tial interest' for directorships, 
which could increase to Rs 2 
crore instead of the current 
limit of Rs 5 lakh, which was 
fi xed almost six decades ago.

The Bill piloted by Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
was approved by a voice vote.

Replying to the debate on 
the Bill, Sitharaman said de-
positors will have the option 
of successive or simultaneous 
nomination facility, while 
locker holders will have only 
successive nomination.

She also said that since 2014, 

the Government and the RBI 
have been extremely cautious, 
so that banks remain stable. 

"The intention is to keep our 
banks safe, stable, healthy, and 
after 10 years you are seeing the 
outcome," Sitharaman said. 

The bill proposes to increase 
the tenure of directors (exclud-
ing the chairman and whole-
time director) in cooperative 
banks from 8 years to 10 years, 
so as to align with the Consti-
tution (Ninety-Seventh Amend-
ment) Act, 2011. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 3: In a star-
tling revelation, India now tops 
the list for mobile malware at-
tacks globally, surpassing the 
United States and Canada, with 
a disappointing step-up from its 
previous third-place ranking, 
according to a report.

The Zscaler ThreatLabz 2024 
Mobile, IoT, and OT Threat Re-
port analysed a dataset com-
prising over 20 billion threat-re-
lated mobile transactions and 
associated cyber threats, be-
tween June 2023 to May 2024.

“India has become the top glob-
al target for mobile malware at-
tacks, accounting for 28 per cent 
of the total, surpassing the Unit-
ed States (27.3 per cent) and Cana-
da (15.9 per cent). This signifi cant 
jump from its 3rd place ranking 
last year underscores the critical 
need for Indian enterprises to 
adopt robust security measures, 
especially amid the rapid digital 

transformation and increasing 
cyber threats,” the report said.  
With nearly half of mobile at-
tacks being trojans (malware that 
tricks users into downloading and 
running malicious software), the 
fi nancial sector is particularly 
vulnerable. The report revealed 
a 29 per cent increase in banking 
malware attacks and a staggering 
111 per cent rise in mobile spy-
ware attacks.

“Most fi nancially motivated 
malware attacks are highly ca-
pable of bypassing Multifactor 
Authentication (MFA) and fre-
quently leverage phishing vec-

tors, such as fake login pages for 
different fi nancial institutions, 
social media sites, and crypto 
wallets,” it said.

Phishing attempts targeting 
mobile customers of major 
Indian banks, such as HDFC, 
ICICI, and Axis banks, have 
increased, according to Threat-
Labz analysts. These clever 
attacks deceive mobile users 
into disclosing critical bank 
information by using phoney 
banking websites that closely 
mimic the real ones, it said.

Previously, similar tactics were 
used to spread Android-based 

phishing malware through fake 
card update sites, leading to wide-
spread fi nancial fraud. The Indian 
postal service has also become a 
target for attackers. Using SMS 
messages, they direct mobile us-
ers to phishing sites that prompt 
them to input credit card details. 
These fraudulent schemes often 
exploit common scenarios like 
missing packages and incom-
plete delivery addresses, capital-
ising on the urgency created by 
such messages, the report noted.

“Legacy systems and un-
protected IoT/ OT (Internet of 
Things/Operational Technolo-
gy) environments are becoming 
prime targets for cybercriminals. 
We see a signifi cant rise in hack-
ing campaigns targeted at these 
environments,” said Suvabrata 
Sinha, CISO-India, Zscaler.

The report also indicated 
a concerning global trend, 
with over 200 malicious ap-
plications discovered on the 
Google Play Store. 

Mahindra, IndiGo slug it 
out over ‘6e’ trademark

India tops global list for mobile malware attacksBANK ACCOUNT HOLDERS 
ALLOWED FOUR NOMINEES
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Adelaide, Dec 3: Australian 
wicketkeeper-batter Alex 
Carey said Tuesday that the 
team are a ‘united group’. 
He also exuded confidence 
that their ‘world-class’ bat-
ters will come up with bet-
ter plans to counter India’s 
pace threat Jasprit Bumrah 
in the upcoming pink ball 
Test starting here Friday.

With their backs against the 
wall, India came out all guns 
blazing in the Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy (BGT) series opener at 
Perth to win by a massive 295 
runs with Bumrah (5/30 and 
3/42) ripping apart Australia’s 
batting in each innings.

The heavy margin of defeat 
left Australia looking for an-
swers as their batters fl opped 
collectively, leaving their 
famed bowling attack with a 
lot to do.

“He’s (Bumrah) obviously a 
fantastic bowler; (he) has been 
for a number of years. Our 
batters are world class as well 
and always fi nd ways to come 
up with solutions,” Carey told 
the media here Tuesday.

“We’ve had a look at him 
now. Hopefully we can com-
bat that fi rst, second spell. Get 
him bowling a little bit deeper 
in the innings with an older 
ball. We saw Travis (Head) 
sort of counterpunch a bit (in 
the second innings). I trust our 
batters. We’ll fi nd a way not on-
ly (against) Bumrah, but other 
bowlers too,” Carey asserted. 

After Australia were set an 
improbable 534 to win, Josh Ha-
zlewood had invited the media 
to ask their batters how they 
planned to go about in the sec-
ond innings, sparking rumours 
of a rift between the batting and 
bowling groups. Carey, howev-
er, declined there was any ten-
sions in the dressing room.

“If you ask the batters, we 
all want to perform better and 
(as) cricketers, you go out there 
to score a hundred and if you 

don’t do that, I think you’re 
at times disappointed,” Carey 
said. “But we’re a very united 
group. We all do get the op-
portunity to bat and we’re all 
keen to continue to put those 
big runs on the board and I 
trust the guys to do that,” Car-
ey added.

Carey said Australia’s re-
sounding loss at Perth sparked 
a ‘big reaction externally’ but 
maintained that the team will 
stick to their processes.

“It’s quite a big reaction ex-
ternally for one Test loss. In-
ternally, we don’t feel that. We 
didn’t play the way we would 
have liked to have played,” 
Carey said. 

“If we play our style of crick-
et we will have the success. 
“We’re calm internally, we’re 
excited to get back out and 
play a better style of cricket 
and we’ve got that opportunity 
come Friday,” Carey signed off. 

Bumrah threat looms large
CAREY BACKS BATTERS TO WORK OUT A PLAN TO TACKLE INDIA’S PACE SPEARHEAD

Gilchrist’s advice 
Adelaide: The legendary Adam 
Gilchrist has advised the 
beleaguered Australian batters 
to stay longer at the crease 
to nullify the threat posed by 
the Jasprit Bumrah-led Indian 
bowling attack in the pink 
ball second Test here. The 
swashbuckling former keeper-
batter also backed the out-of-
sorts Marnus Labuschagne to 
regain form. “Marnus had the 
onus to do that (stay at crease) 
and tried at good effect to 
nullify 50-odd deliveries. So, 
if you face an average of 50 
deliveries every Test innings, 
you’re probably going to be 
on the right side of the ledger 
more than you’re on the wrong 
side of it,” Gilchrist was quoted 
as saying by Nine’s Wide World 
of Sports. “He just couldn't 
fi nd a way to score and maybe 
that’s what (the Australians) as 
a collective will look to try and 
do. It will bring with it risk, for 
sure, but it is a risk for reward,” 
Gilchrist added.

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Hoofddorp (Netherlands), 
Dec 3: Lionel Messi and Cris-
tiano Ronaldo (also known as 
CR7) are still popular and re-
spected by their fellow players 
even though they no longer 
play for European clubs.

The 37-year-old Messi and 
39-year-old Ronaldo were the only 
players not with clubs in Europe 
to be voted on a 26-man shortlist 
for the world team of the year or-
ganised by global players’ union 
FIFPRO here Monday.

The other 24 nominees played 
in the past year with clubs in 
England, Germany, Spain and 
France, though Kylian Mbappé 
was the only French connection 
after spending last season at 
Paris Saint-Germain. No play-
er from any Italian club was 
selected, nor from any club in 
South America or Africa.

Eight players from Real 

Madrid, including Mbappé, 
Vinícius Júnior and Jude Bell-
ingham were on the shortlist, 
plus seven from Manchester 
City including Ballon d’Or 
winner Rodri, Kevin De Bruyne 
and Erling Haaland.

Lamine Yamal, the 17-year-
old from Barcelona who was 
the breakout star of Spain’s 
European Championship title, 
also made it in polling by union 
members worldwide. 

Messi, in Major League Soc-
cer (MSL) with Inter Miami, 
and Ronaldo, in Saudi Arabia 
with Al-Nassr, will fi nd out 
December 9 if they are in the 
World XI line-up.

FIFPRO said the fi nal team 
will include the highest-polling 
goalkeeper, plus each of the 
top three vote-getters among 
defenders, midfi elders and for-
wards. The fi nal place goes to 
the outfi eld player with the next 
highest votes total.

Messi, CR7 still 
among favourites

The short listed squad: Goalkeepers: Ederson (Manchester City), 
Emiliano Martínez (Aston Villa), Manuel Neuer (Bayern Munich); 
Defenders: Dani Carvajal (Real Madrid), Rúben Dias (Manchester City), 
Virgil van Dijk (Liverpool), Jeremie Frimpong (Bayer Leverkusen), 
Antonio Rudiger (Real Madrid), William Saliba (Arsenal), Kyle Walker 
(Manchester City); Midfi elders: Jude Bellingham (Real Madrid), Kevin 
De Bruyne (Manchester City), Phil Foden (Manchester City), Toni Kroos 
(Real Madrid), Luka Modric (Real Madrid), Jamal Musiala (Bayern 
Munich), Rodri (Manchester City), Federico Valverde (Real Madrid); 
Forwards: Erling Haaland (Manchester City), Harry Kane (Bayern 
Munich), Kylian Mbappé (Real Madrid), Lionel Messi (Inter Miami), Cole 
Palmer (Chelsea), Cristiano Ronaldo (Al-Nassr), Vinícius Júnior (Real 
Madrid) and Lamine Yamal (Barcelona).

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: Odisha 
hammered Assam by 63 runs 
in a rain-curtailed match of 
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy 
tournament at Visakhapatnam 
played Tuesday. The match was 
reduced to nine overs a side due 
to intermittent showers that 
took place ahead of the game. 
After scoring 120 for the loss of 
seven wickets, Odisha bowled 
out Assam for a paltry score of 
57 runs in just 8.1 overs. 

Incidentally this was Odi-
sha’s maiden victory in the 
tournament after fi ve matches. 
They had lost the four games 
played earlier in Group D.  

Assam, after winning the 
toss, put Odisha into bat. 
Riding on a brilliant knock 
by Swastik Samal (69, 26b, 
7x4, 5x6), Odisha scored 120 
for the loss of seven wickets 
in their nine overs. Samal’s 
batting was a treat to watch 
as he had a strike rate of over 
265. He completely dominated 
the show and sent the oppo-
sition bowlers on a leather 
hunt during the course of his 
innings. Some of the sixes that 
he hit were really huge indeed 

and cleared the ropes by quite 
a distance. 

The other notable contribu-
tion came from Sandeep Pat-
naik (31, 8b, 3x4, 3x6). He and 
Samal put on 54 runs for the 
fourth wicket in just 15 balls 
to take Odisha to a respectable 
position. Avinov Choudhury 
(2/12) was the most successful 
bowler for Assam. 

When Assam batted, none of 
the batters came good against 
the Odisha bowling. Saahil Jain 
(18) got a start but the rest of 

the batters threw away their 
wickets trying to force the pace. 
Rajesh Mohanty (2/12), Pradeep 
Pradhan (2/12), Jamala Moha-
patra (2/16) and skipper Govind 
Poddar (2/8) shared the wick-
ets among themselves. In fact, 
Poddar picked up two wickets 
in the only over he bowled.

Brief scores: Odisha 120 for 
7 in 9 overs (Swastik Samal 69) 
beat Assam 57 in 8.1 overs (Gov-
ind Poddar 2/8, Rajesh Mohan-
ty 2/12, Pradeep Pradhan 2/12) 
by 63 runs.

Odisha register maiden win

Swastik Samal (left) receiving his man of the match award Friday    OP PHOTO     

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: The In-
dian Universities cricket team 
defeated their Australian 
counterparts by 130 runs to 
level the series 1-1 in a match 
played at the KIIT Cricket Sta-
dium here Tuesday. 

Batting fi rst, the Indian Uni-
versities team scored a mam-
moth 206 for the loss of nine 
wickets in 20 overs. Then they 
dismissed the Australian team 
for a paltry score of 76 in just 
14 overs to win the game by an 
emphatic margin.   

When the Indian team bat-
ted, Yashovardhan Singh (80, 
27b, 4x4, 9x6) played a scintil-
lating knock to put his team in 
a position of strength. He was 
well-supported by Tushar Chor-
dia (34, 21b) and Sujal Singh (30, 
25b).It was their efforts that 
took the Indian team past the 
200-run mark. Skipper Kavvy  
Saini and Jackson Kent shone 
with the ball for the Australian 
Universities team with three 
wickets each. 

The Australian innings nev-

er took off as Indian skipper 
Amar Chaudhary (3.4 overs, 1 
maiden, 9 runs and 4 wickets) 
bowled a devastating spell. 
The Aussies lost wickets at 
regular intervals and could 
not bat their full quota of 
overs. Only Saini (21) tried 
to offer some resistance, but 
lacked support. For his efforts, 
Chaudhary was nominated the 
man of the match. 

Among those present in the 
prize distribution ceremony 
were David Anton Schmude, 
Chair of University Sports in 
Australia and Dr Baljit Singh 
Sekhon, Joint Secretary (Youth 
Affairs & Sports), Association 
of Indian Universities (AIU).

Emphatic victory for 
Indian Universities PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bangalore, Dec 3: The Indian 
junior women’s hockey team 
departed Tuesday for Muscat 
to defend their Asia Cup title 
which would also help the side 
qualify for next year’s FIH Ju-
nior World Cup.

The Junior Asia Cup will be 
played December 7 to 15 and In-
dia will begin their campaign 
Sunday against Bangladesh. 
The top three teams in the 
showpiece will make the cut 
for the World Cup scheduled 
in Santiago, Chile.

India will be up against Chi-
na, Malaysia, Thailand and 
Bangladesh in Pool A.

India’s campaign will be 
spearheaded by captain Jyoti 
Singh along with vice-captain 
Sakshi Rana and the squad 
also feature players who have 
had the experience of playing 
with the senior side. The play-
ers who have played for the se-
nior side are Vaishnavi Vitthal 
Phalke, Sunelita Toppo, Mum-
taz Khan, Deepika and Beauty 
Dungdung. Former India cap-
tain Tushar Khandker is the 
coach of the squad.

INDIAN EVES 
EYE WC SPOT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Singapore, Dec 3: The young-
est-ever challenger to the world 
crown, D Gukesh let go of a 
very promising position and 
had to settle for a fourth consec-
utive draw against defending 
champion Ding Liren of China 
in a marathon seventh game of 
the World Chess Championship 
here Tuesday.

The stalemate, which came 
after fi ve hours and 22 min-
utes of nerve-wracking play, 
left both players on an identi-
cal tally of 3.5 points each, still 
shy of four more points in order 
to win the championship. The 
two players signed peace after 

72 moves.
It turned out to be a tough 

day in offi ce again for Liren, 
who was staring at a losing 
position for a long time, till 
Gukesh blundered. The Indi-
an, playing white, got a huge 
advantage but miscalculated 
to let the Chinese off the hook 

in what was the longest game 
of the match thus far. It was a 
miraculous save by Liren after 
getting into what the chess pun-
dits termed as a lost rook and 
minor piece endgame.

Earlier in the day, Gukesh 
yet again tightened the noose in 
the opening. Moving his knight 

forward on the fi rst move, the 
Indian faced the Neo Grunfeld 
defense from Liren, and as early 
as on the seventh turn, Gukesh 
came up with a surprise idea.

Liren was at the receiving 
end from then on, and even 
though he chose normal con-
tinuation, white’s position re-
mained preferable.

The middle game saw inac-
curacies from both sides, and it 
seemed that Liren was close to 
obtaining equality. However, the 
process had yet again eaten up 
most of Liren’s available time as 
the players are required to make 
the fi rst 40 moves in two hours 
without any increment.

Gukesh went for the trade of 
queens after fracturing black’s 
pawn structure on the king side 
as the Indian got an indisput-
able advantage. However, de-
spite the advantage, Gukesh 
failed to use it in a proper man-
ner as Liren fought back.

Gukesh misses chance to go ahead
Indian squanders 
mid-game advantage 
with white pieces to 
beat World Chmapion

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Dec 3: A 
17-member Odisha cricket 
team led by Swagat Sourav 
Mishra left Tuesday for Gwali-
or to take part in the under-16 
Vijay Merchant Trophy, the 
Odisha Cricket Association 
(OCA) informed. Odisha will 
open their campaign against 
Assam and the match will be 
played December 6-8. Odisha’s 
other games are against Guja-
rat (Dec 11-13), Manipur (Dec 
17-19), Haryana (Dec 22-24) and 
Uttar Pradesh (Dec 28-30). 

Asjit Jayparakasham has 
been appointed as the head 
coach of the side while Rashmi 
Ranjan Das is the batting coach 
and manager. 

The Odisha squad: Swagat 
Sourav Mishra (captain), 
Aayan Nayak (wicket-keeper), 
Ashim Barad, Ayush Ranjan 
Mantri, Chandeep Singh Ri-
ar, Dibyansu Nayak, Koustik 

Mohanty, Krishna Sasmal, 
Mahesh Kumar Sahoo, Piyush 
Baliarsingh, Prantik Priyanshu 
Nayak (wicket-keeper), Priya 
Ranjan Nayak, Raaz Yadav, 
Roshan Choudhury, Satyajit 
Sahoo, Soumya Ranjan Singh 
and Prankala Mokshit. 

In a separate development 
a 17-member Odisha women’s 
cricket team, led by Sushree 
Dibyadarshini left Tuesday 
for Ahmedabad for the senior 
women’s BCCI ODI tourna-
ment. Odisha will open their 
campaign Wednesday against 
Assam. It will be followed by 
matches against Uttarakhand 
(December 6) and Arunchal 
Pradesh (December 8). Odis-
ha’s toughest encounter will be 
against Mumbai (December 14).  

ODISHA TEAMS LEAVE

Odisha sub-jr girls 
seal place in semis 
Secunderabad: Hockey 
Association of Odisha defeated 
Delhi 3-0 Tuesday to enter the 
semifi nals of the 14th Hockey 
India Sub-junior Women’s 
National Championship 2024 
at the South Central Railways 
Sports Complex here Tuesday. 
They will face Jharkhand for 
a place in the fi nal. Jharkhand 
thrashed Maharashtra 12-0. 
Anjana Xaxa (36th), Lugun 
Shibani (57th) and Kujur Sanjna 
(60th) scored a goal each for the 
Hockey Association of Odisha 
to ensure a spot in the semis for 
the team.  

Kiwis docked for
slow over rate 
Dubai: New Zealand’s 
aspirations of qualifying for 
the World Test Championship 
(WTC) fi nal suffered a setback 
after they were docked three 
penalty points due to slow over-
rate against England leading 
to a drop in the ranking table, 
the ICC stated Tuesday. The 
deduction is welcome news for 
India, who enjoy pole position 
with 61.11 percentage points. 
New Zealand now have a points 
percentage of 47.92 per cent and 
can only move as high as 55.36 
per cent with victories from their 
remaining two fi xtures against 
England. 

Bradman’s cap 
fetches `2.63cr
Sydney: Sir Don Bradman’s 
iconic baggy green cap fetched 
a staggering `2.63 crore after 
the rare piece of cricketing 
history was put up for auction 
here Tuesday. Auction house 
Bonhams said Bradman wore 
the cap – almost 80 years 
old – during India’s 1947-48 
tour of Australia, his last Test 
series on home soil. The cap 
was bought for a price of 
`2.14 crore before the buyer’s 
premium was added to the 
fee. The auction described the 
cap as ‘sun faded and worn’, 
with ‘some insect damage’ 
and ‘some loss to (the) edge 
of (the) peak’. Bradman in the 
series against India amassed 
715 runs in six innings at an 
average of 178.75. 
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