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Batting meltdown

A familiar collapse unfolds after
Yashasvi Jaiswal’s inexplicable
run-out as India reach 164/5 against
amenacing Australia
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Osamu Suzuki no more

Osamu Suzuki, former boss of
Suzuki Motor Corp who helped
turn the carmaker into a globally
competitive company, dies at 94
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Russia defends itself

Russia’s aviation chief says
Ukrainian drone attack was
underway as the Azerbaijani
airliner attempted to land
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Embracing simplicity

Actor Samantha Ruth
Prabhu shares that all she
needs in a busy world is
the quiet of a simple life
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Manoj Ahuja
gets extension

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: The
Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet Friday extended
the service period of Chief Sec-
retary Manoj Ahuja for a peri-
od of one year from January 1,
2025, official sources said.

He assumed the role of
Chief Secretary July 1, 2024,
following the state govern-
ment’s swearing-in ceremo-
ny. Ahuja was brought back
to Odisha from Central ser-
vice at the request of the state
government.

A 1990-batch IAS officer,
Ahuja is the first Chief
Secretary appointed by the
BJP government in Odisha.
He took over from Pradeep
Kumar Jena, who had been
serving an extended term
until June 30.

Shah’s Odisha
visit postponed

- AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27:
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s scheduled two-day
visit to Odisha from Saturday
has been postponed after the
Centre declared a seven-day
mourning in honour of former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, a BJP leader said here.

Shah was scheduled to at-
tend a programme of Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police (ITBP)
and hold a meeting with BJP

- MPs, MLAs and workers at
an event in Kalinga Stadium
here December 29 along with
some other programmes.

“The visit of the Union
Home Minister has been post-
poned due to the demise of
former Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh,” BJP’s Jajpur
MP Rabindra Narayan Behe-
ra said Friday.

The Central government has
declared a seven-day mourn-
ing in memory of Singh, who
died Thursday night.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

God knows when we'll see
another leader who works
more and talks less

Farmer dies of
electrocution

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhadrak, Dec 27: A farmer
was electrocuted after coming
in contact with a live electric
wire in Bhadrak district Fri-
day, police said.

The deceased was identified
as Pramad Das, a resident of
Baligaon Narasinghpur vil-
lage under the jurisdiction of
the Chandbali police station.

A fire broke out after a
spark as soon as Das came
in contact with the live wire,
which snapped and fell on a
farmland, resulting in the
death of the farmer and dam-
age to crops spread over near-
ly two acres of land.

Fire department personnel
went to the spot and extin-
guished the flames, a police
officer said.
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WHITE BLANKET: Buildings of the banking district come out of thick fog over Frankfurt, Germany, Friday

Rupee’s record fall

W The rupee Friday fell the
most in almost two years as
month-end dollar demand
by importers weighed on the
currency amid a sustained
foreign fund outflow. The
rupee has been setting new
record lows this month as the
dollar’s resurgence weighed
on emerging-market cur-
rencies. The depreciation of
the rupee puts considerable
pressure on the already high
import prices of crude oil
and raw materials, paving
the way for higher imported
inflation and production
costs besides higher retail
inflation. India imports
over 85 per cent of its oil
requirements. The higher oil
prices will, in turn, percolate
down to a host of products,
and things like vegetables,
restaurant services, electron-
ic items and many more will
get expensive as the price of
fuel rises. On the other hand,
for students who wish to go
abroad to study, a deprecia-
tion of the rupee would make
them shell out more.

AGENCIES

Mumbai, Dec 27: The rupee
fell the steepest in almost two
years to hit its lifetime intra-
day low of 85.80 before a sus-
pected central bank interven-
tion helped recover some of
its losses and settled 21 paise
lower at a record low of 85.48
against the US dollar, Friday.
According to analysts, the
Reserve Bank India’s (RBI)
stance to hold on to its dollar
payments in short-term for-
ward contracts added to the
shortage of greenback, with

importers rushing to meet
their month-end payment ob-
ligations.

Despite robust sentiment in
domestic equity markets, the
rupee was weighed down by
sustained outflow of foreign
funds and rising crude oil pric-
es, they added.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change, the rupee opened weak
at 85.31 and plunged 53 paise to
the lowest-ever intraday level
of 85.80.

The unit finally ended the
session at 85.48 against the
greenback, losing 21 paise

from its previous closing level
of 85.27.

The rupee’s earlier sharpest
one-day fall of 68 paise was re-
corded February 2, 2023.

The domestic unit has been
hitting new lows almost ev-
ery day in the past couple
of weeks. It had plunged 12
paise to 85.27 against the dol-
lar Thursday after declining
13 paise in the previous two
sessions.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading high-
er by 0.04 per cent at 107.94,
while the 10-year benchmark
US Treasury yield rose 0.76 per
cent, hitting its seven-month
high level of 4.61 per cent.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, rose 0.15 per cent
to USD 73.37 per barrel in fu-
tures trade.

In the domestic equity
market, the 30-share BSE
Sensex settled 226.59 points
or 0.29 per cent higher at
78,699.07 points, while Nifty
went up 63.20 points, or 0.27
per cent to close at 23,813.40
points.
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State forms
law panel

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: The
state government Friday con-
stituted a law commission un-
der the chairmanship of retired
judge Justice Biswanath Rath.

The commission would ex-
amine the existing laws and
suggest ways to improve and
modify them, official sources
said.

“... The state government do
hereby appoint Justice Biswa-
nath Rath as the chairperson,
Surya Prakash Mishra, senior
advocate and Soura Chandra
Mohapatra, senior advocate
as members of the Odisha
State Law Commission,” a
notification issued by Law
department said.

Advocate General Pitambar
Acharya and Law department
Principal Secretary Manas
Ranjan Barik were appointed
ex-officio members of the panel.

The commission would also
identify old acts and rules that
have become obsolete and sug-
gest ways to bring reforms, the
sources added.

Notably, Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi had earlier
stated that the state govern-
ment has started the process
to identify obsolete laws in a
bid to repeal them.

Men’s HIL kicks off
in Rourkela today

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Rourkela, Dec 27: The highly
anticipated return of the Hock-
ey India League (HIL) 2024-25
is set to become a reality with
a clash between Delhi SG Pip-
ers and Gonasika Saturday,
promising a spectacular show-
case of world-class hockey and
fierce competition.

The Birsa Munda Hockey
Stadium in Rourkela will host
the eight men’s teams till the
final February 1 while four
women’s teams will compete
against each other from Janu-
ary 12 to 26 in Ranchi.

The Men’s HIL will kick
off in Rourkela, with Phase 1
spanning from December 28
to January 18, where all eight
teams will play against each
other once. Phase 2, beginning
January 19, will see the teams
divided into two pools -- Pool
A (Delhi SG Pipers, Shrachi
Rarh Bengal Tigers, Soorma
Hockey Club, Vedanta Kalinga
Lancers) and Pool B (Gonasi-
ka, Hyderabad Toofans, Tam-
il Nadu Dragons, UP Rudras).
Each team will face others in
their respective pool, with the
top four teams advancing to

the semi final January 31.

Shrachi Rarh Bengal Tigers,
Delhi SG Pipers, Soorma Hockey
Club and Odisha Warriors are
the four teams in the Women’s
HIL. Their matches will com-
mence January 12 at Ranchi's
Marang Gomke Jaipal Singh
Munda Astro Turf Stadium,
with each team playing against
the others twice. After a competi-
tive pool stage, the top two teams
will meet in the final January
26. Both men’s and women’s
teams will also play one of their
matches at the alternate venue
to bring the HIL excitement to
fans in both locations.

“HIL is returning after seven
years and everyone in the team
is excited for the match against
Delhi. We have a good under-
standing amongst each other in
the team and a good mixture of
youngsters, Indian seniors and
foreigners. We will look to im-
plement the things that we have
trained on so far in the match
tomorrow. We have also played
with and against these players
before, so we will look to play
our game and do our best to
minimise their goalscoring op-
portunities,” Gonasika Captain
Manpreet Singh shared.

NASA probe completes closest-ever approach to Sun

REUTERS

Washington, Dec 27: NASA
said Friday that its Parker
Solar Probe was ‘safe’ and
operating normally after suc-
cessfully completing the clos-
est-ever approach to the Sun
by any human-made object.

The spacecraft passed
just 3.8 million miles (6.1
million km) from the solar
surface December 24, flying
into the Sun’s outer atmo-
sphere called the corona,
on a mission to help scien-
tists learn more about the
Earth’s closest star.

The agency said the opera-
tions team at the Johns Hop-
kins Applied Physics Labo-
ratory in Maryland received
the signal, a beacon tone,
from the probe just before
midnight Thursday.

The spacecraft is expected
to send detailed telemetry da-

ta about its status January 1,
NASA added.

Moving at up to 430,000
mph (692,000 kph), the
spacecraft endured tempera-
tures of up to 1,800 degrees
Fahrenheit (982 degrees
Celsius), according to the
NASA website.

“This close-up study of
the Sun allows Parker Solar
Probe to take measurements
that help scientists better un-
derstand how material in this
region gets heated to millions
of degrees, trace the origin of
the solar wind (a continuous
flow of material escaping the
Sun), and discover how ener-
getic particles are accelerated
to near light speed,” the agen-
cy added.

Dr Nicola Fox, NASA’s
head of science, said: “It is
3.8m miles from the sun’s sur-
face. It is breaking all of these
records and it’s a just a total

‘Yay, we did it”” moment.”
The Parker Solar Probe
was launched in 2018 and
has been gradually circling
closer towards the Sun, us-
ing flybys of Venus to gravi-
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tationally pull it into a tight-
er orbit with the Sun. The
probe, which is the size of a
small car, has been designed
to make observations of the

Sun’s upper atmosphere

THE SPACECRAFT
PASSED JUST 3.8
MILLION MILES

(6.1 MILLION KM)
FROM THE SOLAR
SURFACE, FLYING INTO
THE SUN’S OUTER
ATMOSPHERE CALLED
THE CORONA

MOVING AT UP

TO 430,000 MPH
(692,000 KPH), THE
SPACECRAFT ENDURED
TEMPERATURES OF

UP TO 1,800 DEGREES
FAHRENHEIT (982
DEGREES CELSIUS)

and carries four instrument
suites.

Solar wind has important
implications for life on Earth:
while it is typically deflected
by Earth’s magnetic field, the

particles can interact with
atoms and molecules in the
atmosphere to produce the
phenomena of the northern
and southern lights. Howev-
er, large ejections of particles
from the Sun can be prob-
lematic, interfering with the
Earth’s magnetic field and
disrupting power grids and
communication systems.

When the probe first passed
into the solar atmosphere
in 2021 it found new details
about the boundaries of the
Sun’s atmosphere and col-
lected close-up images of
coronal streamers, cusp-like
structures seen during solar
eclipses.

One instrument aboard
the spacecraft captured visi-
ble light from Venus, giving
scientists a new way to see
through the planet's thick
clouds to the surface below,
NASA said.
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first worked with Salman Khan
in the 1999 hit Biwi No 1, recent-

MILA KUNIS TOLD ‘NEVER’ TO
TALK ABOUT HER JUDAISM

Opening up about her childhood, American
actress Mila Kunis has revealed she was
told “never” to talk about her Judaism. The
actress, 41, married to fellow Hollywood star
Ashton Kutcher, also 41, for nearly a decade,
was born in Ukraine and immigrated to Los
Angeles when she was eight years old.

BRITNEY SPEARS SETS
INSTAGRAM ON FIRE

Pop icon Britney Spears, who recently reunited
with her sons, spent Boxing Day dancing in her
undergarments. The singer-songwriter de-
clared it ‘the best Christmas’ of her life as she
spent some quality time with Jayden, 18, and
his brother Sean Preston, 19, Wednesday after
almost two years, reports Mirror.co.uk.
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possible moment. There will be no limit to
your gregarious behaviour, says Ganesha.

H LEO

Call it the momentary re-ig-
nition of the spark of bril- e
liance and energy, this day
finds you at the peak of your dynamism.
_ Ganesha predicts a fantastic day for all,
especially those in the freelancing busi-
ness, as your imagination and inspiration
reach new heights and motivate others
to excel. Recall the legendary Swami
Vivekananda's words, “Arise, awake and
stop not till your goal is reached.”

be like the Iron Man: heart
Tolerance, optimism and exceedingly
Your understanding of life will help you

H VIRGO n
of gold, nerves of steel - .
artistic talents will rule the roost. Pursue
serve society better. Yes, like Iron Man.

Today is the day when you'll
minus the shiny body armour, though.
- academics in the arts, advises Ganesha.

H LIBRA r 1
You may not have been
crowned ‘Employee Of The ‘k ‘k

Month', but do not let that dis-

tract you from the fact that today, you are
the brightest star in office. Be prepared

to get some special treatment at work, as
your bosses shower praise on you. Apart
from that, a lot of tangible and intangible
benefits await you. Ganesha advises you
against complacency of any sort if you
want the key to the executive wash room.

[l SCORPIO

Ganesha warns you of a long,

dreary day today. Though not
completely at a loss, you may

feel lost and desire to spend some time
alone with yourself. The empty nest syn-
drome is likely to invade and hold your
mental peace at ransom, says Ganesha.

=
~~-

[l SAGITTARIUS

A balanced day is in store
today. Find yourself as much
at home as at your desk. You
may engage in a time of fun and games
with your buddies. But when it comes to
family, something more practical, like
re-arranging your house, is on the cards.

[l CAPRICORN

If you are a sports person,
you will enjoy both good
health and fame, while engi-
neers will mull investing money in new
business ventures, foresees Ganesha. But
make sure you know what you are doing,
a minor slip can cost you a fortune, and
you would have realised by now that re-
penting won't undo anything. Your social
standing may get stronger; people may
develop a high opinion about, and your
reputation may get a boost too.

l AQUARIUS

Money matters are very
important, and your family
will demand your presence
in all financial dealings. At work,
things will be more comfortable. You
may also get new projects. Ganesha
predicts a trip in the offing.

and energy will sparkle forth
masterpieces. Pleasant surprises await

H PISCES {,
today. Freelancers will be J
you in the evening, says Ganesha.

in those days,

Maine Pyar Kiya
had released, so I
even had the picture

—

MUMBALI: Allu Arjun’s latest
blockbuster, Pushpa 2: The
Rule, is breaking numerous
records at the box office. Re-
cently, legendary actor Ami-
tabh Bachchan expressed his
admiration for Allu during an
episode of his quiz show Kaun
Banega Crorepati 16. When a
contestant mentioned being a
fan of both actors, Bachchan
acknowledged Allu’s incredi-
ble talent and success, while
humbly requesting not to be
compared to him.

According to a report, Am-
itabh praised Allu, that the
recognition he has received is
well-deserved and encouraged
viewers to watch Pushpa 2.

The actor said, “Allu Arjun
is an incredibly talented art-
ist, and the recognition he has

4

received is well-deserved. I'm
also a huge fan of his. Recent-
ly, his movie was released,
and if you haven’t seen it yet,

| PEANUTS

Koirala said, “The

nowadays.”

series.

you should watch it. But don’t

compare me to him.”

Previously, Allu had re-
ferred to Bachchan as an

es, “I love the realism in the performance and takes

On the work front, the actress garnered rave reviews
for her performance in Sanjay Leela Bhansali directori-
al Heeramandi: The Diamond Bazaar, a period drama web

pace is good now, I like it,” and express-

enigmatic inspiration in
his life and career.

In response to his ad-
miration, the Sholay
actor took to social
media to express his
gratitude, he wrote,
“#AlluArjun ji... so
humbled by your gra-
cious words... you give
me more than I de-
serve... we are all such
huge fans of your work
and talent... may you con-
tinue to inspire us all... my
prayers and wishes for your
continued success!”

Pushpa 2 has been a mas-
sive hit since its release,
grossing over Rs 1,650 crore
worldwide, making it one of
the highest-grossing Indian
films of all time. AGENCIES
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CM pays tribute to
Manmohan Singh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Friday paid tributes to former
prime minister Manmohan
Singh.

Singh, the architect of In-
dia’s economic reforms, died at
AIIMS Delhi Thursday night at
the age of 92. He was the prime
minister from 2004 to 2014.

Majhi, along with Forest, En-
vironment and Climate Change
Minister Ganesh Ram Singkhu-
ntia and senior officials offered
floral tributes to a photograph
of Singh at state secretariat Lok
Seva Bhawan here.

Later speaking to reporters,
the chief minister said, “Singh
was a great son of the country

_and was respected all over the
world for his knowledge and
skills in the field of economics.”

“Due to his liberal economic
policies, India started its jour-
ney as a major economy of the

\ ¥

world. As the prime minister,
he accelerated the development
of the country in various fields.
His wisdom, politeness and
honesty have created a unique
identity for him in the field of
politics,” CM added.

He expressed his condolences
to the bereaved family of Singh.

Congress leaders and work-
ers paid tributes to Singh at
Congress Bhawan. State Con-
gress leaders expressed deep
grief over the demise of the for-
mer prime minister and have

prayed to God for peace to the
departed soul.

“He has always thought
about the upliftment of poor
and middle-class people. He
had a vision to strengthen the
Indian economy and executed
it. The MGNREGA scheme has
proved to be a major milestone
to eradicate unemployment,”
senior Congress leader Niran-
jan Patnaik said.

“India has lost a great econ-
omist and leader. When India’s
economy was in a sorry state,
he took charge of the finance
ministry and brought our coun-
try out of that situation,” anoth-
er Congress leader, Panchanan
Kanungo, said.

The BJD leaders also paid
tribute to the departed leader.

“In his passing away, India
has lost an illustrious leader
whose humility, wisdom and
compassion for the nation and
its people will always be re-
membered. My deepest condo-
lences to his family and loved
ones. A glorious era of Indian
leadership has ended with his
passing away,” BJD MP Sasmit
Patra said on X.

Natlonal flag at half mast over Assembly durlng state mourning

EASTERN
INDIA'S FIRST

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: Kalin-
ga Institute of Medical Sciences
(KIMS) here recently installed a
state-of-the-art Xenon Chloride
Fusion Cardiac Laser Machine
— a first in eastern India — to
treat complex heart diseases
and reduce the use of stents.
The advanced laser system,
inaugurated by KIIT and KISS
founder Achyuta Samanta, will
aid in performing coronary
and peripheral atherectomy,
lead management, and the
removal of blockages that are

Release crop loss aid soon, insurance cos told

REGALING POSE

Artistes perform on the occasion of
Kala Samarpan Award 2024, organised
by Tribhanga Kala Niketan at GKCM
Odissi Research Centre

in Bhubaneswar Friday

otherwise untreatable by con-
ventional angioplasty.

KIMS department of Car-
diology associate professor
Anupam Jena said, “Through

Bhubaneswar: In the aftermath of crop loss due to unseasonal rain in state,

L

this laser machine, we can per-
form ultra-modern treatments
that were previously unavail-
able in this region. This system
allows us to offer internation-

KIMS installs cardiac laser machine

al-standard cardiac care at
KIMS. Patients with complex
heart diseases, whether they
have arterial blockages or re-
quire pacemaker lead removal,
will greatly benefit from this
technology.”

“This machine allows us to
dissolve blood clots and blockag-
es that are resistant to standard
procedures. It significantly im-
proves the management of com-
plex coronary diseases and en-
hances patient care by reducing
the risks associated with stents,”
said department of Cardiology
head Subasish Mishra.
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Cooperation Minister Pradeep Bal Samanta Friday directed the insurance companies
to conduct field survey to assess the crop damage and release compensation to
farmers as soon as possible. Chairing a review meeting at the Conference Hall

of the Cooperation department to this effect, the minister said, after getting the
information from the farmers, he has directed the insurance companies to take
necessary steps to conduct the field survey. The department’s Commissioner-cum-
Secretary Rajesh Prabhakar Patil, senior officers of Cooperation and Agriculture
departments, and state-level officials of four insurance companies implementing
crop insurance scheme in Odisha - Reliance General Insurance Company, SBI
General Insurance Company, Future Generali, Agriculture Insurance Company of
India (AICI) were present at the meeting. It is worth noting that altogether 22.48 lakh
farmers have registered for crop insurance in the state under Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) in the current Kharif season. In order to get compensation,
registered farmers have been requested by the department to inform them

within 72 hours of crop loss on Krishi Rakshak App or Help Line No. 14447.

Burglars sweep house in Dhauli as family sleeps

Bhubaneswar: Unidentified miscreants broke into a house at Gangotri Nagar
Lane Number 1 in the wee hours of Friday and decamped with gold ornaments
worth lakhs, along with %1 lakh in cash. The daring act of burglary reportedly
occurred under Dhauli police station when the house owner Pradyumna Kumar
Jena and his family members were fast asleep, said Dhauli police station’s
inspector in-charge (1IC) Pradipta Kishor Naik. The miscreants gained entry into
the house by breaking the kitchen grill. They might have used a mechanical lever
to break the wardrobe and loot the cash as well as gold ornaments from there.
In his complaint, Jena said, “I woke up around 5am to see the articles rummaged
in the bedroom. As | put on the lights, | observed that my entire house has been
swept. Soon, | alerted my family members about the incident.” The IIC said the
miscreants made away with three gold necklaces, five pairs of earrings and
anklets, and two gold chains. Acting on the complaint lodged by Jena, Dhauli
police have registered a case under Sections 331 (4) and 305 of BNS. A scientific
team has collected evidence from the crime scene as part of the investigation.

CBC 20109/15/0011/2425

RERA Registration No.: MP/19/2018/00027
NBCC announces the SALE OPENING of balance
Commercial Spaces at Tower | at NBCC IMPERIA,
GADAKANA, CHANDRASEKHARPUR,
BHUBANESWAR through E-Auction.

Application document having complete details and
terms and conditions is available at NBCC's
website: www.nbccindia.in under
“Buy Properties” section.

Last date of registration for e-auction: 14/01/2025
and date of e-auction: 16/01/2025

Contact no: 9311442134, 8527136569, 011-46990020

Addendum/corrigendum (if any) shall be uploaded on the above website only.

Channel Partner / Property Agent may also connect for association.

Real Estate Marketing Division, NBCC Place, Pragati Vihar,
Bhishma Pitamah Marg, New Delhi — 110003
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Let us strengthen the National Statistical System

NSO, Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation conducts Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises (ASUSE) to
bring status and needs of unincorporated non-agricultural establishments in India to policy makers, researchers and public

Key Outputs
of ASUSE

Penetration of unincorporated enterprises in
different industries

Job creation in small enterprises
Economic contribution of small enterprises
Needs of small enterprises

Loans provided to small enterprises

Use of Information & Communication
Technology by small enterprises

All Sample Enterprises are requested to co-operate with the

enumerators of National Statistics Office (NSO) and provide accurate data

For ASUSE Report of NSO, MoSPI, please visit www.mospi.gov.in, microdata available at https://microdata.gov.in/nada43/index.php/home

Identity of the enterprises participating in the survey is kept confidential in all Reports/microdata of MoSPI
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Repeated damage to wearing
coat of Joda flyover sparks fear

POST NEWS NETWORK

Joda, Dec 27: The wearing coat
of the flyover bridge construct-
ed here in Keonjhar district has
been repeatedly getting dam-
aged. The lack of uniformity in
the structure’s construction is
reportedly the primary reason
behind the recurring damage.
The consultancy agency is
carrying out regular repairs
but the problems in the fly-
over’s permanent structure
have not been adequately ad-
dressed. This has led to dis-
satisfaction among the pub-
lic. Concerns have also been
raised about the concealment
of structural defects during the
construction as residents cast
doubt on the durability and
stability of the flyover.
According to an engineer,
during the construction of
the flyover, four beams were
installed between two pillars
to provide horizontal stabili-
ty to the deck. A wearing coat
was then applied to the deck
for durability. While proper
alignment of the deck and the
wearing coat is essential for

durability of the structure,
the flyover at Joda appears to
deviate from these standards.

In several parts of the fly-
over, the wearing coat has
peeled off, leaving hollow spac-
es and potholes. The thickness
of the wearing coat ranges
inconsistently from 30 milli-
metres in some places to 300
millimetres in others, whereas
it should measure uniformly
between 75 and 100 millime-
tres. Additionally, the mix-
ture used in the wearing coat
contains improperly blended
sand and small aggregates like
chips, making it susceptible to
damage under heavy vehicular
traffic.

Experts suggest such issues
can be avoided in the future
if the main structure is prop-
erly leveled and the wearing
coat applied evenly. As per
the agreement between the
Odisha Bridge Construction
Corporation Ltd. (OBCC) and
the consultancy agency Chev-
rox Construction Pvt Ltd., the
agency would handle mainte-
nance work on the flyover for
four years.

Hindalco Industries gets

b !

Meenakshi coal mine

o

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: The Union
government Friday said that it
has issued allocation order for
a coal mine in the state to Adi-
tya Birla Group firm Hindalco
Industries Ltd.

The government issued the
vesting order for the Meenak-
shi coal mine in Sundargarh
that has a peak rating capacity
of 12 million tonne per annum
(MTPA).

This follows the signing of
the agreement for development
and production of coal mine
last month.

The Meenakshi coal mine, a
fully explored block, has geolog-
ical reserves of 285.23 million
tonne (MT).

The block is likely to gener-
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ate an annual revenue of Rs
1,152.84 crore, based on its peak
rated capacity, the coal minis-
try said in a statement.

With an estimated capital
investment of Rs 1,800 crore,
the mine will significantly aug-
ment domestic coal production
and contribute to strengthen-
ing energy security, it said.

The development of the block
is likely to provide employment
to about 16,224 individuals,
both directly and indirectly,
contributing to the economic
growth in the region.

“This initiative marks a sig-
nificant step toward boosting
the nation’s coal production
capacity, supporting econom-
ic development, and creating
sustainable employment oppor-
tunities,” the statement added.

Despite ongoing repairs,
the structural defects remain
unresolved, raising serious
safety concerns regarding
the flyover’s ability to handle
heavy vehicle movement after
the maintenance period ends.

Keonjhar MP’s nominee,
Rabindra Das, alleged that
the then BJD government
pressured the consultancy
agency to complete the works
in haste and handover the fly-
over for inauguration ahead
of the election with hopes of
gaining votes. As a result, the
agency rushed the work, lead-
ing to structural flaws.

Das emphasised the need to
form a committee comprising
the engineer involved in fly-
over construction to investi-
gate the issues and carry out
permanent repairs. He warned
that failing to act could result
in the collapse of the flyover,
posing serious threat to lives
and property.

When contacted, Chevrox’s
project manager Subhankar
Debnath evaded replying to
a question as to why the fly-
over’s wearing coat is peeling
off, and redirected the matter
to OBCC for clarification.

Notably, the Joda flyover,
the longest in the state, was
inaugurated March 11, 2024.
The project construction was
funded with approximately
Rs 250 crore from the District
Mineral Foundation (DMF).
The consultancy agency had
then claimed the flyover was
designed to last 100 years.
However, significant problems
arose even before one year of
its completion.

POCSO court slaps
10 yrs Rl on youth

PNN & AGENCIES

Balasore, Dec 27: Special
Judge POCSO Ranjan Ku-
mar Sutar Friday sentenced a
26-year-old youth to 10 years
Rigorous Imprisonment (RI)
along with Rs 1,500 penalty
for kidnapping and raping a
15-year-old girl.

The judge also ordered that
the convict would further un-
dergo another six-month jail
term in default of the penalty.

The convict identified as Bar-
ial Hansda, a resident of Lax-
mannath road under Jaleswar
police station limits committed
the offence against the minor
victim, his acquaintance, in
the absence of her parents in
August 2016.

The father of the victim
lodged an FIR alleging kidnap
and rape against the accused.
The accused, who absconded
after committing the crime,
was later arrested by the police.

The court after examining 16
witnesses and 19 exhibits pro-
nounced the judgment convict-
ing the accused under Section 6
of POCSO Act.

station, Friday
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BLOOD DONATiGH CAMP

far Thalassemia Patient

SELFLESS SERVICE: Social outfit Helpmate organised a blood donation camp for Thalassemia patients at the Reliance outlet near Bhubaneswar railway

OP PHOTO

Leopard enclosure now open for public in 1G Park Zoo

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Dec 27: The newly
renovated leopard enclosure at
Indira Gandhi Park Zoo in Ro-
urkela Steel Plant (RSP) was in-
augurated Thursday by Atanu
Bhowmick, Director In-Charge
(DIC), following the arrival of
two leopards. Senior RSP offi-
cials were present at the event.

Bhowmick also reviewed
ongoing development works at
the park. “I have been coming
to IG Park since childhood, and
I have always wished to make
it more attractive, especially
for children,” he said. “I am

pleased to see several new fea-
tures added and existing ones
improved in recent times.”
Suresh Oram, a contractual
employee recognised for his ex-
ceptional care of the leopards,

was honoured by the DIC.

The renovated enclosure is
now home to two leopards, a
male and a female, relocated
from the Rajiv Gandhi Zoolog-
ical Park in Pune, Maharash-
tra, as part of a Central Zoo
Authority-approved exchange
programme. After completing
their quarantine period, the
leopards are now available for
public viewing.

This addition follows sever-
al recent upgrades at IG Park,
including the renovation of
the musical fountain, the in-
troduction of a laser show, and
the beautification of the boating

Police nab 2 in Rajasthan for duping
man of <23 lakh through digital arrest

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Dec 27: The Odisha
Police has arrested two persons
from Jaipur and Jodhpur in Ra-
jasthan for allegedly duping a
resident of Rourkela city, a po-
lice officer said Friday.

The complainant, Arun Ku-
mar Mandal, had alleged that
the duo cheated him of Rs 23
lakh through online transac-
tions. A special team of the Ro-
urkela Police visited Rajasthan
and arrested the two, identified
as Mukesh Kumar Saini and
Harshit Saini, residents of Jai-
pur and Jodhpur respectively,
a police officer said.

A case was filed with the cy-
ber police November 26, after
Arun, a local resident and the
complainant, was duped of Rs
23 lakh through digital arrest.

As per the complaint, Mandal
received a call from DHL cou-
rier service (phone number
9393278649) August 30 about
a parcel allegedly sent from
Mumbai to China containing
narcotics. When Mandal de-

nied sending any parcel, the
caller falsely claimed his Aad-
haar card had been used. The
fraudster then patched Mandal
through to a person posing as a
Mumbai Crime Branch officer,
identified as Mohit Handa.
The scammers conducted
a video call on Skype con-
vincing Mandal they were
legitimate police officers,
and threatened him with
arrest unless he paid Rs 20
lakh. Fearing arrest, Mandal
transferred the money to the
fraudsters’ accounts, followed
by another payment of Rs 3

lakh. The investigation re-
vealed the duo had imperson-
ated police and CBI officials
to extort money.

“After initial investigation,
we found that this is the hand-
iwork of an organised gang,
which is operating all over
India and internationally. In
the first phase, we have appre-
hended two persons and the
probe is underway,” SP Ni-
tesh Wadhwani said. The SP
declined to give any further
information in this regard as
that might hamper the ongo-
ing enquiry.

Ancient Shaivite, Buddhist sculptures found in Bhadrak

AFFIDAVIT

By virtue of an
affidavit sworn

before the Executive
Magistrate, Junagarh,
dated 23.12.24, 1,
Abanti Meher, W/o0
Sudhir Meher,
At/P.O.- Chichaiguda,
PS.- Junagarh, Dist.-
Kalahandi, Pin-766014
(Odisha) declare that
I have changed my
name from Alish
Meher to Abanti Meher.
Henceforth I shall

be known as Abanti
Meher for purposes.
Abanti Meher

The sculptures depict Shaivite deities like Shiva, Parvati, and Ganesh, and Buddhist icons such as Buddha, Tara, and Padmapani

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhadrak, Dec 27: Ancient
sculptures, including remnants
of Shaivite and Buddhist deities,
have been found along the banks
of the Baitarani river in Bhadrak
district, researchers said.

The sculptures were found
near a village called Maninath-
pur in the Bhandaripokhari
block of the district earlier this
week.

The researchers found 18 an-
cient sculptures, including rare
Shaivite and Buddhist deities,
dating back to the 6th or 7th
century Common Era (CE).

These artefacts include in-
tricately carved miniature
temples and ‘argha stupas’,

EN

they said.

A local youth, Bibekananda,
stumbled upon a statue during
his morning walk and prompt-
ly informed the Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural Her-

T - A\

itage (INTACH) members and
young researcher Biswambhar
Raut.

Raut inspected the area and
identified 18 ancient sculptures
and small temples, scattered

across the site.

The sculptures depict Shai-
vite deities like Shiva, Parva-
ti, and Ganesh, and Buddhist
icons such as Buddha, Tara,
and Padmapani.

The sculptures were handed
over to the Buddhist Vihara
Museum for preservation and
display.

“After getting information
about the findings, we informed
the INTACH members, after
which they stored the ancient
sculptures in the museum,”
the District Culture Officer of
Bhadrak, Tanuja Sirka Singh,
said.

After inspecting the site,
renowned archaeologist Sunil
Pattnaik confirmed the signifi-

cance of the artefacts, identify-
ing them as Shaivite and Bud-
dhist sculptures crafted from
Khondalite stone, dating to the
6th-8th centuries CE.

Pattnaik highlighted the
artistic excellence of the sculp-
tures of Shiva, Parvati, Gane-
sha, Buddha, Padmapani, Tara,
Bhairava, and dancing figures.

These artefacts, with some
miniature temples reaching a
height of 4.5 feet, are invaluable
cultural and religious symbols of
Shaivite and Buddhist heritage.

The findings are expected to
shed light on the syncretic cul-
tural heritage of the region and
attract further attention from
researchers and historians, the
researchers said.

facility and doll museum. In ex-
change for the leopards, the zoo
contributed one male and three
female four-horned antelopes.
1G Park Zoo, the second-larg-
est zoological park in Odisha,
is home to 251 animals and
birds, with new arrivals in-
cluding two bears and a new-
born Nilgai. The zoo is known
for its successful breeding pro-
grammes and active partici-
pation in animal exchanges to
enhance its biodiversity.

The programme was coor-
dinated by Dr Abhijit Biswas,
DGM (Horticulture) & In-
Charge, ZDP.

Charred body of youth
found; murder suspected

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, Dec 27: The
charred body of a youth was
discovered beneath a haystack
that had been reduced to ashes
in Sundargarh district Friday.

The remains of a scooter
were also found at the site, lo-
cated at Sargipali under Lephri-
para police limits. It is believed
that someone set the haystack
on fire last night, and the
body, along with the scooter’s
charred remains, was uncov-
ered this morning, according
to locals.

A farmer, on his way to the
fields, spotted the body and
the scooter, and alerted the
police. Authorities arrived at
the scene, sent the body to the
Sundargarh District Headquar-
ters Hospital for a post-mortem,
and initiated an investigation
into the incident.

Police have yet to identify the
deceased and have not uncov-
ered any leads. It is suspected
that miscreants may have
killed the youth by setting him

and the haystack on fire.
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mong the many surprises this year sprang up, the convincing victory of the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in the simultaneous elections by demol-
ishing the 24-year-long BJD hegemony in the state, and nomination of

Keonjhar MLLA Mohan Charan Majhi as the first BJP Chief Minister, stand out.

While the poll results upset many predictions, which repeatedly gave clear
advantage to the Naveen-Patnaik-led party’s well-oiled poll management
strategy spearheaded by bureaucrat-turned politician VK Pandian
in ensuring a safe comeback, Majhi gave political pundits a run
for their money by his unexpected selection for the top post.
Behind these dramatic political developments lay the
overconfidence of the regional party and a failure e
of its leadership to gauge public sentiments which
the BIP exploited to the fullest through shrewd
campaign strategy. While the BJD had to be
contended with just 51 MLAs, the BJP romped
home with a simple majority by bagging 78
seats in the 147-member state Assembly. The
Congress improved its tally from nine in the
2019 elections to 14. In the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the regional party was completely
routed even as the BJP swept
the results by securing 20 of
the 21 MP seats. The only sur-
prise was Saptagiri Sankar
Ulaka who kept hopes for the
Congress alive by retaining
the Koraput seat. Political
experts said Modi wave, can-
didate selection, anti-incum-
bency and turncoats were
among the advantages the
BJP cashed in on to decimate
BJD. Nevertheless, the year
marked the rise of grassroots
leaders and people’s power
over legacy and posturing

nce considered a peripheral have resonated with rural and tribal
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In subsequent period,
within the party as he

often spill out of the

campaigns. The BJP was not only suc-

VOTE

ASCENT
OF
MOHAN
CHARAN MAJHI

June 11, 2024 will go down

as a memorable day in

Odisha’s political history
as it marked the ascent of
grassroots leader Mohan
Charan Majhi to the Chief
Minister’s  office. In
fact, Majhi’s name was
seldom discussed in
political or journalist
circles for the top
post following
BJP’s stunning
victory in the
polls until
the party
leadership
announced
the four-time
Keonjhar MLA’s
name for the highest
political assignment in the
state.

With the announcement, the school

teacher from the tribal-dominated
district went on to become the

head of the first BJP government in
| Odisha.

\ Raikala-born Majhi belongs to
the Santhal community, same as
President Droupadi Murmu. After
a short stint in teaching, the

young leader took the political
plunge and got elected as a
sarpanch in 1997. He made it to

the state Assembly for the first time in 2000 by winning from
Keonjhar and retained his seat in 2004.

Majhi’s organisation skills saw his growth
was made the Deputy Chief Whip during

the BJD-BJP coalition government from 2005 to 2009. Following his
victory in 2019 elections, Majhi was made Opposition Chief Whip in the
Assembly, and a prominent tribal face of BJP in state politics. A street
fighter to the hilt, Majhi’s resistance to the BJD government would

Assembly arena and echo in the jungles of

Keonjhar, enduring him two unsuccessful life attempts by a
vengeful mining mafia. Unperturbed, Majhi continued his
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ty’s influence was ous in the Assem- were up for grab for party

/ confined to select
pockets, primarily in
western Odisha, where issues
such as tribal welfare and regional ne-
glect resonated with its narrative.
However, the turning point in the
party’s fortunes came with the 2014
general elections when the ‘Modi wave’
swept across the country. The party,
for the first time emerged as a strong
contender to the BJD. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s repeated visits to the
state, coupled with the party’s focus on
grassroots organisation began to bear
fruits as in the 2019 general elections

. . GIANT supremo Naveen won from Cuttack
the party won 8 out of the 21 Lok Sabha  worthy gains by the party. J . BJP’s unprecedent- = INC (1 4) Patnaik faced a LS seat. Former
seats, a sharp increase from just one In subsequent period, the — ed success in the 2024 As- KILLER shocking defeat at Kendrapara
seat in 2014. BJP further consolidated sembly and Lok Sabha polls, Independents (3) the hands of BJP’s congress

Among many factors, the Central gov-  its position by emerging as the was its local leadership’s el Laxman Bag by a MLA Anshuman
ernment’s welfare schemes like Ujjwala  main Opposition in the state Assembly.  ability in exploiting the weak- | [l CPI (M) (1) S margin of over 16,000 votes. Bag, Mohanty, who

Yojana and Swachh Bharat were saidto It was also successful in aligning local = nesses of the BJD during the

HOLDING
CONG FORT

for the Biju Janata Dal(BJD) ~ both the public and | = = > portray itself as a defender secretary Pranab BJD for Salipur Assembly seat, but

as it marked an end to the BJD mem- - of majority interests. An- Prakash (Bobby) Das from was defeated by BJD’s Prasanta

regional party’s uninterrupted bers. In T - other key factor was the the high-stakes Sambalpur Behera with a margin of over

24-year rule in the state. Though ~ western A PSS speculations over Tam- Lok Sabha constituency 7,000 votes. An interesting

wo-time Congress MP | many had predicted Naveen Pat- “ against BJP stalwart and scenario emerged in

I from Koraput, Saptagiri | naik to make it into record books Union Minister Dh’armendra Nimapara Assembly
Sankar Ulaka, saved the || as the longest-serving Chief Min- 9 2000-batch Odisha cadre IAS officer, 5 ¥ ! Pradhan. BJD’s gameplan constituency when
party from a wipeout in the || ister albeit a thinner majority, no PAN DI AN S EXIT VK Pandian rose to prominence as : ' somehow three-time BJD

Lok Sabha polls when he de- one had written him off in the way

s : . : and former chief minister Naveen

tf)e;t:dh]?é]g fnlzilglls r? IZ? {{il,;%lﬁ gﬁ?ﬂ;ﬁ?ﬁg t;)nlélﬁgﬁ ;illtr)l}?;?élli Patnaik.Tamil Nadu-born Pandian began his bureaucratic career in 2002 as the defeated Ranjan Dash
votes. Son of former K(,)ra’pu t fought under the blazing summer sub-Collector of Dharmagarh in Kalahandi. In 2007, he was appointed Bobby by a ~ was de_nl_ed a

) the Collector of Ganjam during which he became close to Naveen. ticket. He joined
MP Ramachandra Ulaka, Sapt- [ sun. ) Thereafter, Pandian served as Naveen’s private secretary from 2011, substantial margin of 1,19,836 BJP but failed to get
agiri was able to garner pubic However, for a party with strong and 5T secretary from 2019. Naveen’s patronage saw Pandian playing votes in what appeared like a aticket as the party had
support by raising issues like § cadre presence and unrivalled 1@ W T 5 key role in the affairs of the state and the BJD in subsequent times. As one-sided contest. By winning -
establishment of a High Court | mass appeal of Naveen Patnaik, " ea ' hisclout grew, so were the controversies surrounding his functioning. He was the Sambalpur seat, Pradhan, on already
bench in Koraput. He was also J the debacle didn’t come overnight. - often accused by the Opposition of misusing his position for political gains. His whirlwind the other hand, cemented picked
instrumental in bringing air § Many say the leadership chose to helicopter tour of the state after Covid-19 pandemic became a rallying point for Opposition the BJP’s grip in Pravati Parida
connectivity to his constituen- oversight the cracks that had h / in seeking his resignation. Hours after taking voluntary retirement and joining BJD in western Odisha. for the seat.
cy. Saptagiri secured 4,69,295 long appeared in the party until October 2023, Pandian was made 5T and Navin Odisha chairman in the rank of a Cabinet Thereafter, BID

votes while BJP’s Kaliram those resulted in the dramatic
Majhi with 2,30,792 remained a fall. Naveen chose to ignore
distant third. the writings on the wall and
the inevitable happened, they

-

say. While the BJD had to contend
with just 51 Assembly seats, down

from 113 in the 2019 elections, in
the Lok Sabha polls it scored zero
from 12 in 2019.
Analysis revealed that the defeat
stemmed primarily out of ad-

ministrative concerns as
the growing influence of

of Dbureaucratisation,
The year 2024 proved unlucky  causing unease among /

bly polls by bag-
ging 78 seats,

it swept the Lok
Sabha elections by As defeat in
winning 20 out of the if BJD’s and

defeat in the
Assembly polls and
a wipeout in the
Lok Sabha election
were not enough, the

I BJP (78)
proved to be a
deciding factor for | Il BJD (51)

BAG, THE [

support by choosing labour veteran Baijayant Panda in LS
il-origin Pandian migration, unemployment, poor polls. However, in Kendrapara
potentially becom- healthcare and education as Assembly segment, former senior
ing Chief Minister his major poll planks. Congress leader Ganeswar Behera,

which sparked debates
over Odia identity (Ashmi-
ta). The BJP leveraged this to
question the BJD’s commitment

~ to regional pride. These elements,
'—1 Odisha, a traditional strong-  combined with anti-incumbency

bureaucrat-turned pol- &t hold of BJP, the communal  sentiments, eroded the BJD’s The Dasnayak and Prasanta
itician VK Pandian in 5 ; ‘,. || tensions, notably the 2023 ri-  support base, enabling the BJD Jagadev won the
state affairs led to fears | otsin Sambalpur, heightened  BJP to make significant chose Digapahandi, Korei and

religious divides. The BJPcap-  inroads in Odisha’s po- to field party
italised on these sentimentsto  litical landscape. organisational

the close confidant of BJD supremo

minister. During the election, Naveen and Pandian were at the forefront of the BJD’s campaigning.
As speculations of him being anointed as a successor by the BJD supremo started doing rounds, BJP
was quick to cash in on his ‘outsider’ tag which ostensibly struck a chord with the electorates. Following
BJD’s shocking poll debacle, Pandian announced his sabbatical from active politics in June 2024.

hoppers, but lady luck didn’t
smile on all and sundry. Around 60
per cent party-hoppers tasted

total 21 seats. humiliating Turncoats like Bhrugu Baxipatra and Lekhasri

Assembly 2024 biggest upset came from and Pratap Chandra Sarangi
; Kantabaniji (Balasore). However,
Assembly Bhartruhari Mahtab

once a daily wager and a truck jumped to BJD camp,
driver, garnered huge public was trounced by BJP

embrace the conch by
deserting the grand-old
party, emerged victorious
by defeating BJP’s Geetanjali
Sethi. Some other party hoppers
like Sidhant Mohapatra, Akash

Dillip Kumar Nayak but
was defeated by Parida.

both Lok Sabha (LS) |
Assembly elections.

Samantsinghar, who joined BJD after
quitting the saffron camp, had to bite
the dust in the Lok Sabha polls as
they were defeated by Pradeep
Kumar Panigrahy (Berhampur)

where BJD switched to BJP and

who decided to

Khurda MLA seats, respectively. Arindam
Roy got a ticket from BJP after quitting

went wrong MLA and
and Pradhan minister Samir

fielded BJP turncoat
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oower Post
FOCUS HOMAGE

The flame of the aspiration must
be so straight and so ardent that
no obstacle can resolve it.

THE MOTHER

Growing Gap

administrative efficiency and law enforcement capabilities. As of

India faces a severe shortage of IAS, IPS, and IFoS officers, straining

January 2024, data from the Department of Personnel & Training
(DoPT) reveals a 19% shortfall in IAS officers, with 5,542 in service
against a sanctioned strength of 6,858. Similarly, the IPS cadre has
4,469 officers against a requirement of 5,055, leaving an 11% gap. The
IFoS faces an even sharper deficit of 33%, with only 2,151 officers in
place compared to a sanctioned strength of 3,193. These shortages force
officers to manage multiple departments and responsibilities, overbur-
dening them and potentially affecting governance quality. State-level
data highlights significant disparities. Uttar Pradesh has the highest
IAS vacancies for direct recruits (63), while Bihar leads in promotee
shortfalls (79). For IPS officers, Madhya Pradesh faces the largest gap
among direct recruits (43), and Odisha leads in promotee vacancies
(59). The IFoS shows similar trends, with the AGMUT cadre having

the most vacancies (105).

Recruitment through the annual UPSC civil services examination
has not kept pace with the growing gaps. Officials suggest faster promo-
tions from feeder cadres as one solution. Lateral recruitment, already
adopted for some central roles, is another option, though it presents
challenges in training entrants for specialised administrative or law

enforcement roles.

Policymakers must also rethink how IAS and IPS officers are de-
ployed. Certain roles in domains like statistics, economic affairs, and
intelligence could be filled by domain experts, drawing on specialised
talent from diverse fields. Addressing these vacancies requires urgent
and innovative strategies to ensure India’s governance structures re-

main robust and effective.

Kerala: Deep fissures within bureaucracy

The babu spat in Kerala, reported by DKB last week, is intensifying.
In a rare and bold move, IAS officer N. Prasanth (2007 batch, Kerala
cadre) has openly challenged his senior colleagues, alleging serious
misconduct that could have far-reaching consequences for the integ-
rity of India’s administrative framework. Prasanth, currently under

suspension, has issued a legal
notice accusing Kerala Chief
Secretary Sarada Muraleed-
haran, Additional Chief Secre-
tary A. Jayathilak, Industries
Director K. Gopalakrishnan,
and a leading state newspaper
_of document fabrication and
criminal conspiracy.

Dilip Cherian

BABUDOM

At the heart of the dispute lies an ex parte inquiry led by Jayathilak,
which accused Prasanth of misplacing official files and irregular at-
tendance during his tenure as CEO of Unnathi. According to the legal
notice, this inquiry lacked government authorisation and relied on
fabricated letters uploaded to the government’s eOffice system. Pras-
anth claims these documents, allegedly signed by Gopalakrishnan,
were hurriedly manipulated in August 2023 before being removed

from departmental records.

The legal notice further alleges that despite being formally informed
of these irregularities on November 14, 2024, the Chief Secretary failed
to act, effectively enabling continued manipulation of government
records. Prasanth has demanded a public apology from the accused
and called for a thorough inquiry into the actions of Jayathilak and

_Gopalakrishnan.

This episode exposes deep fissures within the bureaucracy and raises
pressing questions about governance and accountability. When senior
officers are accused of such grave misconduct, the very foundations
of administrative integrity come into question. If proven, the allega-
tions could set a dangerous precedent, undermining public trust in

government institutions.

The Prasanth case is a wake-up call for systemic reforms to protect
whistleblowers within the civil service while ensuring accountability
at all levels. The spotlight is now on how Kerala’s administration will

address these explosive claims.

Power politics in UP

Prashant Kumar, Uttar Pradesh’s acting DGP, might be learning
the hard way that in Yogi-Modi land, the word “acting” in a job title
can take on a life of its own. A 1990-batch IPS officer, Kumar has been
donning the “acting” badge since January this year, hoping to drop
the qualifier and make things official. But alas, apparently the political
winds are blowing in a different direction.

Early last month, when the Yogi Adityanath government unveiled its
shiny new rules for appointing a full-time DGP, chatter in babu circles
suggested Kumar was a shoo-in. After all, he had been holding the
fort for nearly a year. But in an abrupt twist, Kumar’s name has been
quietly nudged off the contenders’ list, sources have informed DKB.

Here is the rub: under the revised rules, only those IPS officers with
at least six months left in service qualify for the top job. Kumar, set to
retire in May 2025, does not fit the timeline—unless someone pulled
some bureaucratic strings to extend his service by a good 18 months.
That, however, would require the Centre’s blessings, and the Yogi

government has no appetite for such complications.

So, Kumar remains the “acting” DGP. Whether this is an oversight
or a calculated sidestep in the complex dance of Yogi-Modi politics,
one thing is clear: sometimes, in the corridors of power, even being
in the race is a privilege that can be snatched away before the finish

line is in sight.

Share a babu experience! Follow
dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect

WISDOM CORNER

“ Art is not a handicraft, it is the transmission of feeling the

artist has experienced.

LEO TOLSTOY

Have a heart that never hardens, and a temper that never
tires, and a touch that never hurts.

CHARLES DICKENS

‘ An intelligent man is sometimes forced to be drunk to spend

time with his fools.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

ERNEST HEMINGWAY

[l 1065: the original Westminster Abbey, located in London, was consecrated
and opened by Edward the Confessor and became the site of coronations

and other ceremonies of national significance in England.

Il 1734: The outlaw Rob Roy, known as the Scottish Robin Hood, died.

Il 1895: The first public demonstration of the Cinématographe, an early
motion-picture apparatus designed by the Lumiére brothers, took place at

the Grand Café in Paris.

REMEMBERING DR SINGH

Rajdeep Sardesai

IF THERE IS

A LESSON TO
EMBRACE FROM
DR SINGH’S LIFE
AND TIMES,
ITISHOWTO
MAINTAIN
PERSONAL
DIGNITY
THROUGH GOOD
TIMES AND BAD

he year was 1999 when
Dr Manmohan Singh
contested a Lok Sabha
election for the first
(and only) time from South
Delhi, an election he lost. I
was working at NDTV, where
we had an election programme
‘Follow the Leader,” that in-
volved spending a day on the
campaign trail with a polit-
ical leader. My assignment
was to track Dr Singh. Easier
said than done. Dr Singh was
notoriously camera shy. We
spent the first half of the day
having breakfast with him and
then going through his vast li-
brary. We even accompanied
him for his nomination filing,
where he appeared distinctly
uncomfortable with all the
pushing and shoving.

Dr Singh was unfailingly po-
lite right through the shoot, but
on television we were looking
for a bit more campaign ‘co-
lour’. That’s when we learnt
that it was the birthday of Dr
Singh’s grandson and a small
party had been organised in the
home garden. ‘Can we please
film a sequence with the fam-
ily? it will make good TV * we
pleaded. ‘No, no question about
it, you will not turn the camera
on my family, it is our private
space,” was the stern reply.

If there is a lesson to em-
brace from Dr Singh’s life
and times, it is how to main-
tain personal dignity through
good times and bad. Not once
did he ever allow the external
noise and pressure of being
in public life to ever really af-
fect his sense of equanimity.
He may have become India’s
pathbreaking finance minister
who heralded game-changing
economic reform and the
prime minister who shepherd-
ed the crucial Indo-US nuclear
deal, but not once did he seek
the arc lights for himself or
any family member. I recall

Government’s misplaced priority

THE
GOVERNMENT IS
NOT INTERESTED

TO TAX THE

RICH AND THE
SUPER WEALTHY,
WHICH CAN
GARNER FUNDS
FOR SOCIAL
INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT

everal economists are
Sknown to frown upon

the ruling dispensation’s
thrust over the past few years
on aiding interests of the busi-
ness class and the upper eche-
lons of society rather than the
common man. This they have
warned shall not yield chosen
result in the long run. As eco-
nomic difficulties are not being
obliterated by issues related to
religion and politics which are
hitting the headlines. Obvious-
ly, the common man will see
himself at the receiving end as
plans and programmes reflect
misplaced priorities in the de-
velopment process.

The mismatch apparently
may have had an impact on
the Reserve Bank of India. The
grapevine has it that former
governor was eased out as he
did not help in tax rates being
reduced to favour the rich and
business class. The apex bank
instead has been critical of
States announcing farm loan
waivers, free power to agri-
culture and households, free
transport and cash transfers to
women and youth. According to
the RBI, these expenditures will
lower the funds available to un-
dertake expenditure in building
social and physical expenditure,
which is difficult to deny.

Subsidies given by the States,
is understood to have grown
2.5 times to over Rs 4.7 lakh
crore, the budgeted level for the

In an age where self-promotion and
marketing are considered masterful political
strategies, Dr Singh stood out as a reminder

of a gentler age when you didn’t need to
wear your CV on your sleeve

we played the song ‘Singh is
King’ on a TV show after the
nuclear deal was passed, and
his office rang up to say that
the high-pitched euphoria
was avoidable. On another
occasion, we chose him as ‘In-
dian of the year’ for his many
accomplishments. Rather than
come to the event that was be-
ing held at a five-star hotel,
he reluctantly agreed to re-
ceive the award at the prime
minister’s residence. ‘There
are many Indians who have
achieved far more than me,’
was his modest response.

All through his career, Dr
Singh worked incredibly long
hours but never made a fetish
of it. He had come up the hard
way in life, and so rigour and
self-discipline were built into
his working style. In one of
our last personal meetings, he
recalled how his family escaped
the horrors of Partition, how
he grew up in relative poverty,
and how it was sheer academ-
ic scholarship that enabled
him to rise in life. Sensing he
was getting a trifle emotional,
something all too rare, his car-
ing wife Gursharan stepped in
with a firm tone. ‘Bas karo, let’s
have tea now!” Mrs Singh was

current fiscal. The apex bank
pointed to the high revenue
‘expenditure to capital outlay’
(RECO) ratio in several States
but failed to point out the huge
administrative expenses of most
of these, which are obviously not
directly related to asset creation.

In a situation where subsi-
dies are criticised, the ques-
tion arises can funds not be
generated for expenditure
specially related to health and
education — areas which are
languishing in the backward
districts of the country? Here
again the government is not
interested to tax the rich and
the super wealthy, which can
garner funds for social infra-
structure development. More-
over, if those business houses
that have looted money from
the banks are brought to book
—not in the present lackadaisi-
cal manner - but in a speedy
manner, good amount of funds
would be forthcoming.

The most important thing
that comes up in this debate is
the need for the government to
come out with a white paper on
subsidies given to the poorer
sections while direct and indi-
rect subsidies are cornered by
the business class. Some time
back, a former Dy. Governor
of the RBI had stated that the
latter get much more benefits
from the government. But these
are never taken into consider-
ation and debated as most po-

clearly the big boss at home.

The naturally self-effacing,
soft-spoken but self-confident
persona is perhaps one reason
why he was able to handle the
pressures of high office with-
out being trapped in ego, ar-
rogance, or personality cult at
any time. He knew his political
limitations and worked within
them, always committed to the
larger cause of nation build-
ing. And taking the necessary
tough decisions, like the nucle-
ar deal, when required, not by
diktat but through consensus
and dialogue.

Maybe he should have re-
tired in 2009 when he had a
heart problem and his health
was slowly beginning to fade.
Coalition compulsions were
mounting, and he could have
possibly exited rather than suf-
fer the blame for every false step
in UPA 2. His personal integri-
ty was intact, but the charges of
corruption facing his ministers
scarred his second term.

And yet, make no mistake,
history will judge him more
than kindly. An entire gener-
ation has been shaped by the
reforms ushered in in 1991,
millions have been lifted out of
poverty, and India has become

litical parties are funded by the
corporate houses.

Another aspect of the situ-
ation could be to compare say
the amount spent on airport
modernisation with the amount
spent on slum upgradation and
renewal. In such a comparison,
it will again be seen that the
well-to-do and the rich, who
largely use the airport have
to be given additional comfort
while those languishing in
slums can wait for years to get
sanitation and toilets.

One may also refer to the re-
cent criticism of Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman of the
Congress regime for following
the ‘socialist model’ as it had
reportedly ruined the econo-
my for four decades and failed
to eradicate poverty.

The Congress rightly ob-
served, in this connection,
that the BJP may brag of high
growth, but such growth has
been cornered by the upper ech-
elons of society. It is a fact that
around 60 percent of India’s
total income is going to the top
10-12 percent, whereas the bot-
tom 50 percent gets a little over
10 percent. The corresponding
percentages are 25-30 percent
for Europe, 40 percent for Chi-
na and 40-45 percent in the US,
according to Piketty and other
international sources.

There is a general trend
among a section of economists
and planners to highlight sub-

one of the fastest-growing
economies in the world. Typ-
ically, Dr Singh would admit
that this wasn’t an individual
effort but a team that came to-
gether to drive the economic
engine forward.

As a journalist, I will re-
member him fondly for an-
other special reason. We often
criticised his government as
a news network, but not once
did he or anyone from his gov-
ernment call up to admonish
me. In fact, when I met him
once at an official function
after I had written a harsh ed-
itorial on his handling of the
2G auction, he smiled at me:
‘Iread your column. You have
raised some important issues.’
How many others would have
responded with such grace?

A final memory. In 2004, after
the astonishing verdict that re-
ally surprised the nation, there
was feverish speculation on
who would be the next prime
minister. I was having tea with
Sir David Butler, the original
guru of psephology, and some-
one who knew Dr Singh rather
well from their days together
as academics at Oxford Univer-
sity. ‘Do you know Rajdeep? I
think I have an answer to the
question of who will be prime
minister, I know of someone
who is the ideal person to
lead a coalition government.
‘When he mentioned Dr
Singh, I asked him why. ‘Be-
cause India needs a good man
at the top and Dr Singh is just
the leader who will always put
nation before self..’

Indeed, decency is a gross-
ly underrated value. Dr Singh
was an honourable man who
exemplified decency and good-
ness in public life.

The writer is a senior
journalist and author of
2024: The Election that
Surprised India.

sidies to the rural sector. Ap-
plying western standards to
measure things appears quite
ridiculous as in our country
a huge population live and
work in the villages and most
of them have to struggle for a
dignified existence. The grave
dimensions of rural poverty
and squalor are not known to
most economists and planners
and, as such, they cannot quite
comprehend the conditions on
which they survive. Would it
be irrelevant here to mention
the fact that since 2009, the
Central government has been
giving just Rs 1000 per month
to cooks in government schools
when the national minimum
wage has been fixed at Rs 5340?

Therefore, questioning of
subsidies appears to be wholly
unjustified. Even if we go by
standards fixed by Niti Aayog,
between 2005-06 and 2019-21, the
share of Indians facing Mul-
tidimensional Poverty Index
(MPI) fell from 55 percent to
16.4 percent. In absolute terms,
the number came down from
64 crore to 23 crore. However,
despite the overall decrease in
MP], certain States continue to
lag pulling the national average
down. Experts believe that there
is a large population below the
poverty line and subsidies
and incentives, in some form
or other, must be disbursed.
Short-changing a large section
should be unacceptable. INFA
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Tightrope situation

Sir, Bangladesh’s request for extradition of
former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina from
India has left India with considerable un-
certainties about how to deal with the issue
appropriately. Given that India’s decision
will affect national politics and bilateral
relations, India needs to move with utmost
care. Complying with the request could be
taken as aligning with Bangladesh. Rejecting
the request could adversely affect bilateral
relations. India has to take into account the
importance of its role as a regional leader
and its commitment to humanitarian values.
India’s decision is of utmost importance as it
serves as a template for similar situations in
the future. A pragmatic approach will help
India maintain bilateral relations with Ban-
gladesh and safeguard its own interests.
Venu GS, KOLLAM

An irreparable loss

Sir, Apropos, ‘Manmohan Singh no more,” Dec 27, Orissa POST. The sad
demise of former PM Dr Manmohan Singh is an irreplaceable loss to the nation.
Singh will be remembered as the statesman who saved the Indian economy from
going over the edge. When he took over as finance minister in the minority
government of Narasimha Rao in 1991, the Indian economy was very close to
sovereign default. Foreign exchange reserves were barely enough to cover a
month of imports, and the country had to suffer the ignominy of having to ship
its gold reserves to England. All of that would change with the famous 1991
Budget which Manmohan Singh presented, and the industrial deregulation
which accompanied the Budget. Hailed as an architect of India’s economic lib-
eralisation, he served as Prime Minister from 2004 to 2014. During his tenure,
he spearheaded transformative policies that shaped India’s modern economic
landscape. His leadership saw India achieve its highest GDP growth rates, and
his role in the Indo-US nuclear deal significantly enhanced India’s global stat-
ure. India is on its way to becoming the third-largest economy in the world in
a couple of years, and the seeds of India’s growth story were sowed during the
economic reforms. More than three decades later, there is as big a consensus
for reforms in India just as there was opposition to it when the process started.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE
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Katra ropeway project row boils

Shutdown against
ropeway project
enters third day,
more people join
hunger strike

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Reasi, Dec 27: The shutdown
in Katra against the proposed
Vaishno Devi ropeway project
entered its third day Friday,
with more people sitting on the
hunger strike to demand the re-
lease of those detained during
earlier demonstrations.

The Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Sangharsh Samiti called for a
72-hour shutdown, which began
Wednesday. It announced that
all activities in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Katra would remain
suspended during the bandh.

Women and children have
now joined the six protesters
who began a hunger strike
Wednesday night, demanding
the release of 18 Samiti mem-
bers detained during a protest
march against the project ear-
lier that day.

Last month, the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
decided to move forward with
a ¥250-crore passenger ropeway
project between Tarakote Marg
to Sanji Chhat along the 12-kilo-
metre track to the shrine after
shelving the project in the past
due to similar protests.

The project will facilitate ac-
cess to the temple for senior cit-
izens, children and others who
find it difficult to climb the track
to the cave shrine, it had said.

~ The Samiti, which represents
shopkeepers, pony operators
and palanquin owners, argues
that the ropeway would destroy
the livelihoods of local business

| sToP ROPEWAYP
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Shopkeepers, pony operators
and palanquin owners argue
that the ropeway would destroy
the livelihoods of local business
owners and has demanded that

SPOKESPERSON | SHRI MATA VAISHNO DEVI SANGHARSH SAMITI

owners and has demanded that
the project be scrapped.

With black flags displayed
across the town, shops, restau-
rants, and other business es-
tablishments remained closed
for the third day, and vehicular
movement was at a standstill,
following the Samiti’s call for
protest.

The bandh has disrupted nor-
mal life in one of India’s busi-
est pilgrimage hubs, which is
visited daily by thousands of
devotees seeking blessings at
the cave shrine.

“The bandh is part of our
72-hour-long shutdown against
the ropeway project. It is going

Kashmiri prodigy singer receives
PM Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2024

ind

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar, Dec 27: Twelve-
year-old Ayaan Sajad from Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s Anantnag
district was Thursday awarded
the prestigious Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2024 by
President Droupadi Murmu for
his extraordinary accomplish-
ments in the fields of art and
culture.

The Bal Puraskar is the high-
est award given to children for
extraordinary  accomplish-
ments in social service, inno-
vation, sports, bravery, art and
scholastic achievements.

Ayaan has been captivating
audiences with his exceptional
talent. His work reflects not on-
1y his individual brilliance but
also the vibrant cultural heri-
tage of Jammu and Kashmir.
His commitment to craft and
his ability to bring stories and
traditions to life through his art
have earned him widespread
recognition and admiration.

The award ceremony, held
in New Delhi, was a proud mo-
ment for Ayaan, his family and
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir. In the presence of distin-
guished dignitaries and fellow
awardees, Ayaan received the
honour from the President of
India, who praised the young
achievers for their contribution
to the nation’s progress.

The 12-year-old singer has
already become an Internet
sensation after his Kashmi-
ri songs went viral on social
media gaining him millions of
views. His songs continue to
trend in the valley.

on peacefully. The committee
will decide on the next course
of action soon,” said a spokes-
person for the Samiti.

Criticising the administra-
tion for its lack of engagement,
the spokesperson said, “The ad-
ministration is indifferent to
the plight of people, including
women and children, holding
peaceful protests. Our simple
demand is to shelve the project,
as it threatens the livelihood of
Katra residents, most of whom
rely on the pilgrimage econo-
my.”

He further claimed that in-
stead of initiating dialogue,
the administration resorted
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the project be scrapped

to force, including the deten-
tion of Samiti leaders during
a peaceful protest. “They are
creating an unnecessary cri-
sis with their approach,” he
stated.

Shiva, a participant in the
hunger strike, had to be hos-
pitalised after his condition
deteriorated.

“Our hunger strike will con-
tinue until the detained individ-
uals are released. If someone
falls ill, another person will re-
place them,” said another par-
ticipant in the hunger strike.

Eighteen protesters, includ-
ing Samiti leaders Bhupinder
Singh and Sohan Chand, were

detained by police during
Wednesday’s march and taken
away from the protest site.

The proposed 3250-crore
ropeway project will connect
Tarakote Marg to Sanji Chhat,
leading to the cave shrine in
Reasi district.

In Jammu, the Shiv Sena
Dogra Front (DFSS) extended
its support to the pilgrims, who
are facing hardships due to the
bandh, and urged that the issue
be resolved amicably.

“We stand with the pilgrims
and support better facilities. If
needed, create two ropeways
instead of one. Provide more
amenities for accommodating
pilgrims during the yatra,” said
DFSS President Ashok Gupta.

Gupta added that the pilgrim-
age had significantly boosted
Katra’s economy, and the bandh
was causing inconvenience
to devotees. “Yatra, business,
ponywalas are all dependent on
pilgrims. They should not be put
to inconvenience,” he said.

“For the past three days, pil-
grims have faced immense dif-
ficulties. If the authorities fail
to address this, we will use our
vehicles to ferry pilgrims to the
temple and provide them with
food,” he said.

However, many pilgrims ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over the
closure of eateries and the un-
availability of local transport,
which caused significant incon-
venience during their journey
to the cave shrine.

To lessen the impact of the
bandh, the Shrine Board has
arranged boarding and lodg-
ing for pilgrims arriving in
the town.

Special langars at the Katra
railway station, Banganga and
Tarakote are providing tea and
milk to ensure the yatra contin-
ues smoothly on both tracks.

A medical student holds a poster during a protest demanding rationalisation of reservation in Jammu and

Kashmir, outside J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah’s residence in Srinagar

PTI PHOTO

Locals recall Manmohan’s
special bond with Amritsar

Singh, the
architect of
India’s
economic )
reforms, passed /
away e
Thursday
night at
Delhi’s All ‘
India -
Institute of
Medical
Sciences
(AIIMS).

He was 92

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amritsar, Dec 27: It has
been a long time since Man-
mohan Singh lived in Amrit-
sar. The family house is dilapi-
dated and empty, the memories
of many fading but the bond
with the former prime minister
is recollected with fondness and
nostalgia.

Born in 1932 at Gah in Pun-
jab province which now falls in
Pakistan’s Chakwal district, the
Singh family migrated to Amrit-
sar after Partition in 1948 after a
short stint in Haldwani.

Singh completed his interme-
diate and graduation in econom-
ics from the Hindu College here
before moving out of the city to
pursue higher studies in Pan-
jab University’s Hoshiarpur
campus.

Singh’s half-brother from
his father’s extended family,
Surjit Singh Kohli, who ran a
readymade garment business
in Amritsar, said the former
prime minister had deep af-
fection for his grandmother
who raised him following his
mother’s death when he was
very young.

“Manmohan Singh shared a
deep attachment with Amrit-
sar. He used to visit the Golden
Temple every time he came to
the holy city,” Surjit Kohli said.

After migrating, the Singh
family settled at a small rented
house in Amritsar till he grad-
uated.

Stating that economics was
his favourite subject, retired
professor of Hindu College, Ra-
jinder Loomba, recalled that his
wife Gursharan Kaur’s parents
also belonged to the holy city.

A few years ago, Singh attend-
ed the convocation-cum-alum-
ni meet of Hindu College as the
chief guest and interacted with
the college staff like an ordinary
person, reminiscing old memo-
ries, Loomba said.

Singh talked about the teach-
ers who taught him at the col-
lege besides interacting and
clicking photographs with the
students and faculty members,
he recalled.

Raj Kumar (71), a local resi-
dent, told PTI Videos that Singh
used to live in Petha Wala Ba-
zaar near the Golden Temple.

Recalling Singh as a very

A

Alma mater Panjab
Univ pays homage

Chandigarh: Panjab University
Friday organised a condolence
meeting to pay homage to former
prime minister and distinguished
alumnus Dr Manmohan Singh. The
gathering was attended by Vice
Chancellor Prof Renu Vig, Registrar
YP Verma and faculty and other
staff. During the meeting, tributes
were paid to Singh, as attendees
reflected on his contributions to
the nation and his association with
the university. Another condolence
meeting was also organised jointly
by the Department of Economics
and the Panjab University Alumni
Association. Manmohan Singh

did his Master’s in Economics in
1954 from the university and came
first in his class. He was a Senior
Lecturer (1957-1959), Reader in
Economics (1959-1963) and Profes-
sor of Economics (1963-1965) at PU.
A Chair was established after him
in the department. The Congress
leader, who steered the country
for 10 years from 2004-2014 and
helped set up the country’s eco-
nomic framework as finance min-
ister before that, was a renowned
name in the global financial and
economic sectors.

humble person, Kumar said,
“Dr Singh used to live here.
I was a child when his family
shifted out. It was a very nice
family.”

The house where the Singh
family lived is in a dilapidated
state now as no one stays there
since they moved out a long
time ago, Kumar said.

Some other locals recalled
Manmohan Singh as a man
who always took special pain
for Amritsar, saying the UPA
government headed by him got
several projects sanctioned for
the holy city.

Singh, the architect of India’s
economic reforms, passed away
Thursday night at Delhi’s All
India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS). He was 92.

The Congress leader, who
steered the country for 10 years
from 2004-2014 and helped set up
the country’s economic frame-
work as finance minister before
that, was a renowned name in
the global financial and econom-
ic sectors.

Trial run successful on India’s Dal Lake freezes after days of sub-zero temps

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 27: Indian
Railways has successfully car-
ried out a trial run of a tower
wagon on the Anji Khad Bridge,
the country’s first cable-stayed
rail bridge, located in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Reasi district.
The achievement is a major
step forward in enhancing rail-
way connectivity in Jammu and
Kashmir, with services expected
to commence in January 2025.
Railways Minister Ashwini

tayed r

Vaishnaw shared a video of the
trial run on the social media
platform X, highlighting the
progress of the crucial project.
“The trial run on the Anji
Khad Bridge, a key compo-
nent of the Udhampur-Sri-
nagar-Baramulla Railway Link
(USBRL) project, has been suc-
cessfully completed,” according
to the Ministry of Railways.
Completed last month, the An-
jiKhad Bridge is an engineering
marvel featuring a single pylon
that rises 331 metres above the

ail bridge

riverbed. It is supported by 48
cables on its lateral and central
spans and stretches 473.25 metres
in total length. The viaduct mea-
sures 120 metres, while the central
embankment spans 94.25 metres.

This is the second-highest
railway bridge in India after
the Chenab Bridge, which is the
highest in the world at a record
359 metres above the riverbed.
Both bridges are part of the am-
bitious USBRL project aimed at
increasing connectivity in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The Udhampur-Sri-
nagar-Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) is a 272 km railway
project that connects Jammu
and Kashmir to the rest of In-
dia. It is considered one of the
most challenging railway proj-
ects in the Indian subcontinent.

The project will reduce trav-
el time between Srinagar and
Jammu from six hours to 3.5
hours. The railway projects
have been constructed after
overcoming natural challenges
such as extreme temperatures,
major earthquake zones, and
inhospitable terrain.

AGENCIES

Srinagar, Dec 26: As night
temperatures continued to
remain several notches below
the freezing point in Kashmir,
the famous Dal Lake has frozen
solid at the top.

Srinagar recorded a low
of minus 7.3 degrees Celsius
Thursday night, slightly down
from the previous night’s mi-
nus 7 degrees Celsius, the MeT
department said. Gulmarg, a
town known for skiing activi-
ties in north Kashmir, recorded
a low of minus 6 degrees Cel-
sius, the same as the previous
night, the department added.

Pahalgam, the base camp for
the annual Amarnath Yatra in
south Kashmir, registered a
minimum temperature of mi-
nus 8 degrees Celsius, slightly
up from the previous night’s
minus 8.6 degrees Celsius.

Qazigund, the gateway town
to Kashmir, logged a minimum
temperature of minus 6.9 de-
grees Celsius, while Konibal,
a hamlet in the Pampore area,
was the coldest recorded place
in the Valley at minus 9.5 de-
grees Celsius.

Kashmir Valley continued
to remain in the grip of intense

cold as markets, streets and
main roads remained almost
deserted in the morning due to
extreme chill and highly slip-
pery road conditions.

Boatmen virtually gave up
fighting their way through
half-frozen Dal Lake in Srinagar
as the freeze set deeper and firm-
er on the lake’s surface.

At many places by the banks
of river Jhelum, houseboats ap-
peared to have been ‘grounded’
due to the surrounding frozen
water.

Long icicles and frost have
become a common sight in

Srinagar city and the rest of
the Valley. Water taps refuse
to defreeze and many areas in
the city have been complaining
of alack of potable water for the
last four days.

The Meteorological (MeT)
department has forecast dry,
cold weather to continue for
the next 48 hours although any
major change in weather is also
ruled out till the first week of
January.

The 40-day-long period of
extreme winter cold called the
‘Chillai Kalan’ started with full
fury December 21 and will end

The 40-day-long
period of extreme
winter cold called
the ‘Chillai Kalan’
started with full fury
December 21 and will
end January 30

January 30.

Seeing a clear, cloudless sky
is a luxury rarely seen during
the days of the Chillai Kalan.

The 40 days are followed by
a 20-day ‘Chillai-Khurd’ (small
cold) and a 10-day ‘Chillai-Bach-
ha’ (baby cold).

The overall winter gloom
often becomes depressing for
people as electricity plays hide
and seek while locals have to
depend on traditional firewood
in the countryside to stand the
bone-chilling cold.

Despite Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah camping in
Srinagar, there is no improve-
ment in the electric power sup-
ply. He went to local hospitals
Wednesday to ensure that
healthcare facilities remained
alert to the challenges posed
by the biting winter cold.
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PPAC
imposed by
the three

discoms has
been reduced
by more than 50
percent, and re- o 1L 73
sultantly the consumer bills will
be reduced by 20-25 percent

VIRENDRA SACHDEVA | DELHI BJP PRESIDENT

Prime
‘ Minister Shri

Narendra
Modi has demol-
ished the deceit
of communal
polarisation with
the commitment to all-embrac-
ing empowerment. Modi has
strengthened the pride and
prestige of Bharat even amid
the turmoil across the world

MUKHTAR ABBAS NAQVI I BJP LEADER

If we can
‘ encourage
even 15

percent of the
pilgrims visiting
Mata Vaishno
Devi to explore
other attractions in Jammu, we
could see an influx of 15 lakh
tourists — a figure comparable
to Kashmir's peak

tourism years

OMAR ABDULLAH I CM, JAMMU AND KASHMIR

SHORT TAKES

M 2 OGWs detained
under PSA in J&K

Jammu: Police have detained
two over-ground workers
under the stringent Public
Safety Act for their alleged
involvement in anti-national
activities in Kishtwar and
Kathua districts of Jammu and
Kashmir, officials said Friday.
“In a decisive crackdown on
anti-national activities, two
individuals were detained
under the PSA Thursday

for their involvement in
subversive activities,
demonstrating a firm

) commitment to maintaining
peace and security in the
Jammu region,” a police
spokesperson said. In
Kishtwar, police booked
Jaffer Hussain Butt, an over-
ground worker (OGW) from
Hunjala, under the Public
Safety Act (PSA) for actively
aiding banned outfits in

their unlawful activities, the
spokesperson said, adding
that his actions posed a grave
threat to the stability and
security of the region.

@ ED raids former MP
transport dept official

Bhopal: The ED Friday
conducted searches at
multiple locations in

Madhya Pradesh as part of

a money-laundering probe
against a former Transport
department official who

was recently searched by

the Lokayukta police on
allegations of possession

of disproportionate assets,
official sources said. The
federal agency is also probing
into a “linked” seizure of gold
and cash worth about Rs 52
crore from an abandoned SUV.
Raids are being undertaken at
about eight premises in state
capital Bhopal, Gwalior and
Jabalpur.

I RG Kar case: Docs
visit secretariat

Kolkata: Agitating doctors
Thursday went to the West
Bengal secretariat to meet
Chief Secretary Manoj Pant
and press for their demand for
the issuance of a “no-objection
certificate that would help

the CBI in its probe” into the
RG Kar case. Some doctors
also went to the CBI's CGO
Complex office and met the
officers of the central agency
to stress their demand to
complete the probe into the
RG Kar incident quickly. “The
chief secretary did not meet
us. We went to meet him and
submit our demand that the
state government issues a
clearance so that the CBI could
complete its investigation in
the financial irregularity case
of RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital,” one of the agitating
doctors said.

This is the #4thConsecutiveFriday
when | am being stopped from
going to Jama Masijid, where
people in large numbers eagerly
await to participate in majlis e
waz

MIRWAIZ UMAR FAROOQ | HURRIYAT CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN

Hindu students in Ohio w

Indian American Senator

passed by Ohio Governor

HINDU STUDENTS IN OHIO
TO GET HOLIDAY FOR DIWALI

for Diwali and two other Hindu holidays per
school year, an Indian American State legis-
lator has announced. A bill co-sponsored by

was passed by State Legislation has now been

ill be getting a holiday

Niraj Antani that

Mike Dewine
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Manmohan Singh preferred his Maruti 800 over BMW

Despite having a fleet of high-security vehicles, including a luxurious BMW for official travel, Manmohan Singh would often express
his preference for the modest Maruti Suzuki 800 car, says UP Minister Asim Arun in a heartfelt social media memoir

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Dec 27: Manmohan
Singh preferred his modest
Maruti Suzuki 800 over luxury
BMWs even when holding the
office of prime minister as it
reaffirmed his connection with
the middle class and commit-
ment to work for the common
man.

Singh’s humility and ground-
ed nature were highlighted in a
heartfelt social media memoir
by Uttar Pradesh Minister of
State for Social Welfare (Inde-
pendent Charge) Asim Arun,
a former Indian Police Service
(IPS) officer who worked as
Singh’s chief bodyguard for al-
most three years.

He shared the note on so-
cial media shortly after the
92-year-old Singh passed away
late Thursday at the All India

Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), Delhi.

Arun, who served as Singh’s
close protection officer for near-
ly three years during his tenure
in the Special Protection Group
(SPG), shared his experiences
and insights into Singh’s per-
sonality, emphasising his sim-
ple lifestyle and connection
with the common man.

Recalling his role as head
of the SPG’s Close Protection
Team (CPT) for the prime min-
ister, Arun said, “As the AIG
CPT, my responsibility was to
stay with the prime minister
at all times, like his shadow. If
only one bodyguard could stay
with him, it had to be me.”

One anecdote Arun shared re-
flected Singh’s simplicity -- his
attachment to his personal car,
amodest Maruti Suzuki 800.

Despite having a fleet of

SOLAR PANEL RECYCLING ISSUES

NGT issues notice
to Centre, others

PV panels contain heavy
metals like lead and
cadmium, which could
leach into soil and water,
causing long-term
environmental damage,
says a Bench comprising
of NGT chairperson
Justice Prakash Shrivastava
and expert member A
Senthil Vel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: The Nation-
al Green Tribunal has sought a
response from the Centre on the
improper disposal and recycling
of photovoltaic (PV) solar pan-
els.

The green body was hearing a
letter petition filed by a farmer
in Uttar Pradesh claiming lack
of proper disposal facilities for
used solar panels.

In an order dated December
23, a bench of NGT chairperson
Justice Prakash Shrivastava
and expert member A Senthil
Vel said, “The case of the appli-
cant is that solar panel is uti-
lised for generating energy for
irrigation in agricultural fields
in his village under the Kusum
Yojna since 2019, and he has
highlighted the gap in the life
cycle management of damaged
solar panels.”

The bench said as per the peti-
tion, these solar panels could not

be repaired and were required
to be discarded as scrap, but
there was a lack of “proper dis-
posal infrastructure”, requiring
these panels to be buried or sent
to landfills, which adversely af-
fected soil quality.

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) said the plea raised var-
ious issues, including the pan-
els having limited scrap value,
as scrap dealers only accepted
the aluminium, copper and
glass components of PV panels
while the remaining substances,
including polymers and silicon,
were non-recyclable and needed
to be sent to landfills.

It said the “PV panels contain
heavy metals like lead and cad-
mium, which could leach into
soil and water, causing long-
term environmental damage”,
and that there was also no “es-
tablished mechanism for safe
disposal or recycling of damaged
solar panels” in the region.

“The letter petition raises sub-
stantial issues relating to com-
pliance of environmental norms,
especially the implementation of
the provisions of E-Waste (Man-
agement) Rules,” the tribunal
noted. The NGT impleaded the
secretaries of the Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) and the Min-
istry of New and Renewable En-
ergy as respondents or parties.

The member secretaries of the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) and the Uttar Pradesh
Pollution Control Board (UP-
PCB) along with the Lucknow
region office of the MoEFCC
were also impleaded.

high-security vehicles, includ-
ing a luxurious BMW, for offi-
cial travel, Singh would often
express his preference for the
modest car.

Arun recalled Singh telling
him, “Asim, I don’t like travel-
ling in this car (BMW). My car
is the Maruti.”

He said he would explain
to Singh the security require-
ments of the high-tech BMW
but the former prime minister’s
gaze would always turn to the
Maruti Suzuki 800 as his motor-
cade passed by it.

“It was as if he was reaf-
firming his identity as
a middle-class man
and his commit-
ment to caring
for the common

bolise the grandeur of the
prime minister’s position, in

man. While
the BMW
might sym-

Arun, who served

as Singh’s close
protection officer for
nearly three years
during his tenure in
the Special Protection
Group (SPG), shared
his experiences

and insights into
Singh’s personality,
emphasising his
simple lifestyle and
connection with the
common man

his heart, he saw
the Maruti as

his car,” Arun added.

While talking to PTI Videos,
Arun recalled that Singh’s car
-- a constant emotional connec-
tion to his modest roots -- was
maintained inside the com-
pound of the prime minister’s
residence.

“Dr Singh couldn’t drive his
Maruti Suzuki 800 due to pro-
tocol and my responsibility
included starting the car daily
and running it briefly within
the prime minister’s residence,”
he revealed.

Reflecting on Singh’s austere
lifestyle, Arun remarked that he
never let his high office distance
him from his simple economic
and social values.

“He was a man of princi-
ples, values and a thorough

gentleman,” the IPS offi-
cer-turned-BJP  lawmaker
told PTI.

Air India pilot suicide: Mumbai
court grants hail to boyfriend

Mumbai: A court here Friday granted
bail to Aditya Pandit, the jailed
boyfriend of an Air India pilot who
allegedly committed suicide last
month. Pilot Srishti Tuli (25), who
lived in a rented flat in the ‘Kanakia
Rain Forest’ building in Marol area,

SNIPPETS

was found dead in the early hours of November 25. A day later,
police arrested Pandit (27), her boyfriend, and charged him with
abetment of suicide under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) section
108. His bail application was allowed by Additional Sessions Judge
(Dindoshi court) T T Aglawe. But the detailed order has not been

made available yet. The complaint lodged by Tuli’s father said the
accused and his daughter were residing in the same room for five-six
days prior to her suicide. However, on the day of the incident the
accused left for Delhi. As per the complaint, the accused and the

deceased had different food preferences and this was a matter of
contention between them. Tuli was a non-vegetarian and the accused
a vegetarian. Pandit constantly put pressure on Tuli to change her
food habits may have led her to commit suicide, the complainant

alleged. However, Pandit's lawyer, Aniket Nikam argued that a case
of abetment of suicide was not made out.

New Delhi: Rain lashed
Delhi-NCR throughout Friday
with the city recording its
highest December rainfall
in the last 15 years and the
mercury dropping sharply
to 14.6 degree celsius,

the weather department
said. The rain began late
Thursday around 2.30 am
and continued throughout

. Delhi records highest Dec rainfall in 15 years
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the day, it said. According to Indian Meteorological Department
(IMD) data between in the last 24 hours till 8.30 am Friday, the
city logged 9.1 mm of rainfall. The observatory at Safdarjung

-- the national capital’s primary weather station -- recorded an
additional 30.2 mm of rainfall between from 8.30 am to 5.30 pm
Friday, as per the data. The total rainfall for December stands
at 42.8 mm, marking the highest rainfall this month in the last
15 years, based on data from 2009 to 2024 available on the
weather department’s website. Meanwhile, the all-time highest
December rainfall was recorded in 1884, when the city received
134.4 mm of rain. The observatory at Palam registered 31.4 mm
rainfall, 34.2 mm in Lodhi Road, 33.4 mm in Ridge, 39 mm in Delhi
: University and 35 mm in Pusa till 5:30 pm Friday.
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Bathinda, Dec 27: Eight
people died and many were
injured Friday when a pri-
vate bus crashed through the
railing of a bridge here and
plunged into a drain a few feet
below, police said.

The bus had over 45 passen-
gers and it fell in Lasara drain
at Jeewan Singhwala village,
officials said.

The accident occurred
when the bus was enroute
to Bathinda from Talwandi

O =

8 killed, many injured in bus accide

Sabo. Locals rushed to the
spot immediately to help the
passengers, they said, adding
that eight people lost their
lives.

Police and district admin-
istration also launched a res-
cue operation and took the
injured to a hospital. A team
of National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) also reached
the spot to provide assistance,
they added.

Expressing condolences,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said in a post on X “Sad-

nt

dened by the loss of lives in
the bus accident in Bathinda,
Punjab. Condolences to those
who lost their loved ones. May
the injured recover soon.”

He also announced an
ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh from the
Prime Minister’s National Re-
lief Fund (PMNREF) to the next
of kin of each deceased and Rs
50,000 for the injured.

According to officials the
weather was inclement in
the area however the exact
cause of the accident is yet to
be ascertained.

Endless incarceration without trial falls fo

The court said the law preferred bail over jail, aiming
to balance the rights of the accused with the
requirements of the criminal justice system, and though
the offence was serious, long incarceration
was a relevant factor

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: Endless in-
carceration without trial in near
future falls foul of Article 21 of
the Constitution, the Delhi High
Court said recently and granted
bail to a man held in a cheating
case in 2022.

Justice Amit Mahajan said if
an accused was suffering a pro-
longed incarceration without a
timely trial in the case, courts

would ordinarily be obligated to
release them on bail.

Article 21 of the Indian Consti-
tution deals with the right of life
and personal liberty.

In the case at hand, the
judge said charges were yet
to be framed, the prosecution
had sought repeated adjourn-
ments to file a supplementary
chargesheet and it had been a
year since the accused’s last bail
plea was dismissed.

“The applicant has spent
more than two years in custo-
dy. There is no likelihood of the
trial being completed in near
future. In such circumstances,
incarceration of the applicant
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for an endless period on account
of non-examination of witness-
es falls foul of Article 21 of the
Constitution of India,” the court
said December 24.

The order therefore released

ul of Art 21I:

the man on a personal bond of Rs
50 lakh with two sureties.

The court said the law pre-
ferred bail over jail, aiming
to balance the rights of the ac-
cused with the requirements of
the criminal justice system, and
though the offence was serious,
long incarceration was a rele-
vant factor.

The object of jail was to secure
the appearance of the accused
during the trial and the appre-
hension of the accused being a
flight risk could be allayed by
imposing appropriate condi-
tions, it said.

The court said the prosecution
could issue a look out circular
against him.

Delhi Police arrested the man

DGCA orders suspension
of 2 directors of Akasa
Air for training lapses

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 27: Aviation
safety regulator DGCA Friday
ordered the suspension of di-
rector of operations and direc-
tor of training at Akasa Air for
six months for alleged lapses in
pilots’ training.

The two senior executives of
the airline, in which the Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala family holds
stakes, have “failed” to ensure
“compliances” with the civil
aviation requirements, Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said in its two separate
orders of December 27.

The suspension of the Akasa
Air director of operations and
director of training came after
the DGCA found the replies to
the show-cause notices issued
to them October 15 and October
30, respectively, as “unsatisfac-
tory”. The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation, in its orders,
also advised the airline to nom-
inate “suitable” candidates for
the two positions.

AKkasa Air in a statement said,
“Akasa Air is in receipt of an or-
der from the DGCA dated 27th
December 2024. We will contin-
ue to work with the DGCA and
comply accordingly. Safety is
of utmost importance, and we
continuously trive to pursue
the highest standards of safety.”

Delhi HC

for allegedly cheating a compa-
ny of Rs 7 crore by issuing fake
payment receipts after placing
bulk orders for rice containers.

Police’s Economic Offences
Wing lodged a complaint alleg-
ing Sandeep Tilwani made 74
bookings for 640 rice contain-
ers with the company for trans-
portation amounting to Rs 11.2
crore, police said.

Tilwani, represented by ad-
vocate Utkarsh Singh, argued
he was framed in the case and
the complainant lodged the FIR
owing to financial losses.

The accused said he was only
amiddleman between importers
and companies providing freight
services, and his only role was to
introduce parties to each other.
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JAISHANKAR MEETS NSA
SULLIVAN AT WHITE HOUSE

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar met Na-

compassion is the
norm, and mental
health care is not

tional Security Advisor Jake Sullivan at the White
House during which both the leaders had a wide-
ranging discussion on the progress of India-US

right
KT PARNAIK | GOVERNOR,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH

a privilege but a

strategic partnership. During his current US visit,
from December 24 to December 29, the top In-
dian diplomat will also chair a conference of the
Consul Generals of India in the US

Ensure medical aid to US Embassy in India breaks record
Dallewal: SC to Punjab

Dallewal has been on
an indefinite fast at the
Khanauri border since
November 26 to press
the Centre to accept the
farmers’ demands,
including a legal
guarantee of minimum
support price for crops

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: The Su-
preme Court Friday expressed
concern over the condition
of farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal, who is on an indefi-
nite hunger strike, and direct-
ed the Punjab government to
ensure he was given medical
assistance.

A vacation bench of Jus-
tices Surya Kant and Sudhan-
shu Dhulia issued a notice to
the Punjab government on a
contempt petition against its
chief secretary and the direc-
tor general of police (DGP) for
non-compliance of an order di-
recting medical aid to Dallewal.

“If there is a law and order
situation, you have to deal with
it with iron hands. Somebody’s
life is at stake. You need to take
it seriously. Medical aid has to
be given and the impression is

_that you are not following it,”

the bench said.

The apex court directed the
state government to file a com-
pliance report by December 28,
when it would again hear the
matter and ordered the Punjab
chief secretary and the DGP
to virtually remain present
during the hearing.

During the hearing, Punjab
advocate general Gurminder
Singh submitted a delegation
of eight cabinet ministers along
with the Punjab DGP visited
the protest site to convince
Dallewal to move to a hospital
but the farmers resisted it.

“We have provided every-
thing on site. If there is physi-
cal jostling, we cannot take that
risk,” he added.

The bench however respond-
ed, “We have serious doubts
about those farmers, those who
are not conscious and aware
and concerned about his life.”

Singh said the state govern-
ment was “very earnestly” fol-
lowing up on the issue.

When the bench wondered
if the Centre could offer assis-
tance to the state government,
solicitor general Tushar Mehta
said its interference might lead
to complications.

"Few people cannot keep him
(Dallewal) hostage. One man's
life is in danger. The state gov-
ernment can take measures,"
said Mehta. The Punjab AG
informed the bench when the
ministers' delegation went to
meet Dallewal on December
24, he gave a letter addressed
to the Prime Minister.

"He says, if some dialogue is
opened up, only then he is will-
ing to cooperate with medical
assistance," Singh said.

Mehta said Dallewal’s admis-
sion in a hospital should be the
top priority.

Vacancy Circular
No. 4(9)/2024-ABCD

Government of India
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)

Electronics Niketan, 6-CGO Complex, New Delhi - 110003
Subject:- Calling Applications for filling up the Post of Director General, Centre

for Materials for Electronics Technology (C-MET), an autonomous body under

MeitY.

of Director General,

Employment News.

ncs.gov.in).

(Rs.1,44,200 - Rs.2,18,200),

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology proposes to fill up the post
Centre for Materials for Electronics Technology (C-MET),
an autonomous body under MeitY, in the pay scale of Level 14 in the Pay Matrix
through Direct Recruitment/Absorption/Deputation
(including short term contract) modes. Last date for receipt of application would be
the day falling after 45 days from the date of publication of the advertisement in the

2. Detailed advertisement and application proforma can be obtained from websites of
MeitY (www.meity.gov.in); C-MET (www.cmet.gov.in); Department of Personnel &
Training (DoPT) (www.persmin.gov.in); and National Career Services Portal (www.

CBC-06101/11/0002/2425

The US Embassy and its
consulate in India have
issued over one million
non-immigrant visas for
the second year running

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: The US
mission in India Friday said it
issued more than one million
nonimmigrant visas for the
second year in a row, including
arecord number of visitor visas,
underscoring the huge demand
of Indians for travel to the US.

Washington is also working
to formally establish a US-
based to renew H-1B visas in
that country in 2025 that is ex-
pected to benefit a significant
number of Indians.

In the past four years, visi-
tor numbers from India have
increased by five times, and
more than two million Indians
travelled to the US in the first

STUDENT SEXUAL ASSAULT CASE

TN BJP chief stages
WhlplaSh agitation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Coimbatore/Chennai, Dec
27: Tamil Nadu BJP chief K
Annamalai staged a unique ag-
itation Friday when he flogged
himself condemning the ruling
DMK and the state police over
the handling of the case of sex-
ual assault on a Chennai college
student on Christmas eve.

Clad in a green dhoti, a
bare-chested Annamalai took
a whip from his party worker
and whipped himself repeatedly
in front of his residence in Co-
imbatore, as the BJP members
stood around him displaying
placards condemning the po-
lice for the alleged leak of FIR
pertaining to the woman’s com-
plaint.

Annamalai dramatically
removed his shoes at a press
conference Thursday and an-
nounced that he would not wear

i 30 agher
Bank of Baroda

REGIONAL STRESSED ASSET RECOVERY BRANCH, CUTTACK
Plot No.: CM-2B, 1st Floor, Sector-7, Near Markat Nagar
Police Station, CDA, Cuttack-753014, Odisha, India,
Tel.: 0671-2361377, Mob.: 7077727133
E-mail: sarcut@bankofbaroda.com

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES “APPENDIX - IV - A [See Proviso to Rule 6 (2) & 8 (6)]”
E-Auction Sale Notice for sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 6(2), 8(6) & 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s), Mortgagor(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below de-
scribed Immovable properties Mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, POSSESSION of which has been taken by the Authorised
Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "AS IS WHERE IS", "AS IS WHAT IS" AND "WHATEVER THERE IS" basis
for recovery of dues in below mentioned accounts. The details of Borrower(s) / Mortgagor(s)/ Guarantor(s)/Secured Asset(s)/Dues/
Reserve Price/ e-Auction Date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below:

E-AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

Description of the Reserve Price Status of
Sl Name & Address of immovable property with . qatﬂ & Possession Pmper_ﬂ‘
NoJ Borrower(s) /Guarantor(s) | known encumbrances Outstanding | Time of EMD (Symbolic | Inspection
1 if any ' Dues E-auction [Bid Increase Amount| / Physical) |Date & Time
Borrower: Mr. Pramod |Equitable Mortgage of Land &
Kumar Jena, S/o.: Mr. |Building situated at Khata No.: | ¥69,56,577.90 10.01.2025
Ramakanta Jena, At: Osanga, |650/339, Plot No.: 459/1964, + (unapplied 12'21}'2025 ¥ 49,67,000/- / (within working
1. |P.S.: Mahanga, Dist.: Cuttack- |Mouza: Cuttack Sahar, Unit No.: |; -0l pm A " .
754206 & At: Kaibalya Nagar, |28, Area: Ac.0.062 Dec., P.S.: rnle;::tragsd :ther to ¥ 4,96,700/- / Symbolic 4 hm;sM
Lane No.: 01, Nari Sahu Gali, [Chauliaganj, Thana No.: 05, g : 6.00 pm ¥ 25,000/ 0.00 to
Chauliaganj, Dist.: Cuttack- |Tahasil / Dist.: Cuttack in the| @pplicable) 04.00PM)
753004 name of Pramod Kumar Jena
Borrower: : M/s. Shakti |Equitable Mortgage of Land and
Traders, High Court Colony, |Building situated over Plot No.:
Arunodaya Market, [1021/1379, Khata No.: 376/224, | ¥21,32,765/- 10.01.2025
2. |Badambadi, Dist.: Cuttack / [Area: Ac.0.049 Dec., Mouza: + (unapplied 13.01.2025 7 16,30,000/- / (within working
Partners: 1) Mr Kishore [Bahugram, P.S./Tahasil:|...oo 00 o | 2:00 pm 71.63.000- / |* Symbolic| hour
Kumar Ray, 2) Mr. Satyajit |Salipur, Dist.: Cuttack, standing to . Y g
Chatterjee / Guarantor: [in the name of Mrs. Umarani| Chargesas 6.00 pm ¥ 10,000/- 10.00 AM to
Mrs. Umarani Chatterjee, [Chatterjee, Mr. Satyajeet| applicable) 04.00PM)
Allare AYPO.: Bahugram, Dist.. |Chatterjee & Biswajit
Cuttack-754200 Chatterjee
** a. Property is in symbolic possession and Bidder is purchasing the property in symbolic possession at his/own risk &
responsibility.
b. Bank will not be responsible or duty bound for handing over of physical possession.
c¢. Bank will handover the possession of property symbolically only and successful auction bidder/purchaser will not claim
physical possession from the Bank.

Also Please Note:

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to the link provided in
https://iwww.bankofbaroda.com/e-auction.htm and https://baanket.com. Also, prospective bidders may
contact the Authorized Officer on Tel No.: 0671-2361377, Mob.: 7077727133

1. The Authorized Officer/Bank has the absolute right to accept or reject any bid or adjourn/postpone/cancel
the sale/modify any terms and conditions of the sale without any prior notice and without assigning any
reason including calling upon the next highest bidder to perform in case the earlier bidder fails to perform.

2. All statutory dues/arrears of property tax, electricity dues, other dues if any including registration charges,
stamp duty, taxes etc shall have to be borne by the purchaser. Authorised Officer shall not be responsible for
any charge, lien, encumbrance, etc. or any other dues to the Government, Local Authority or anybody, in
respect of the properties under sale. Bank does not undertake any responsibility to procure any permission/
NOC/license in respect of property under sale.

Scan here for
more details

Last Date of Submission of online payment of EMD : 13.01.2025 latest by 5.00 P.M.

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE TO THE BORROWERS/ GUARANTORS/ MORTGAGORS FOR SUBSEQUENT SALE
UNDER RULE 8(5), 8(6) AND 9(1) AS PER AMENDED SARFAESI ACT 2002

Place: Cuttack
Date: 27.12.2024

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

2 killed, 1 hurt in firing incident

Yamunanagar (Haryana): In a broad daylight killing,
two men died and another got injured when four-five
armed masked miscreants opened indiscriminate
fire on them in a village here Thursday, police said.
Police late in the night said two accused have been
arrested in connection with the incident. As soon

as the three men came out of a gym in Lakha Singh
Kheri area and were about to sit in their vehicle,
four-five masked armed assailants arrived there

on motorcycle and opened several rounds of fire

at them, they said. According to the police, the
attackers covered themselves with shawls and wore
head gears to cover themselves. Around 40 empty
cartridges were recovered from the spot.

footwear till the ruling DMK
government is dislodged.

The former IPS officer had
accused the state police of de-
liberately disclosing the identi-
ty of the girl who was allegedly
sexually assaulted. One person
has been arrested in connection
with the incident that happened
inside the state’s premier tech-
nical varsity, Anna University.

Annamalai has questioned the
way the FIR was written and al-
leged that it was drafted as if the
victim had committed a crime.

Also, he commenced a 48-day
‘Viratham’ (spiritual vow) to
worship Lord Muruga from to-
day. He would offer prayers at
all the six ‘Aarupadai’ temples in
the state by February, 2025

DMK organising secretary
R S Bharathi took a dig at An-
namalai’s agitation and said his
action has become a farce. “I
doubt if the BJP will accept this
whiplash agitation. Will anyone
whip themselves? I have been in
politics for 60 years. No leader
has done such a thing,” Bharathi
told reporters in Chennai.

Probably some astrologer
would have asked Annamalai to
take up this “remedy in order to
get higher post in the BJP,” he
ridiculed.

Bharathi sought to know why
Annamalai did not whip himself
over the Manipur incidents or
over the sexual assault case in
Pollachi or with regard to the
crimes that were a daily phe-
nomenon in the BJP-ruled states.

ORT TAKES

Family of 3 dies in road accident

Bijnor (UP): A couple, who had recently reconciled
after a dispute, and their six-year-old daughter died in
aroad accident here, police said Friday. The incident
took place Thursday evening when Ravindra (35),

his wife Sheetal (30) and their daughter Ayushi were
travelling on a motorcycle from Kiratpur to Bijnor.
They were going to get medicine for Ayushi who

was unwell, police said. “Near the village of Budhpur
Nain Singh, a van’s tire burst, causing the vehicle to
lose control and collide with the bike,” Station House
Officer (SHO) of Kiratpur, Rakesh Kumar, said."

Naxalite with ¥7L
reward surrenders

Gondia: A Naxalite with a reward of 7 lakh on his
head surrendered in Maharashtra’s Gondia, a police
official said Friday. Deva alias Arjun alias Rakesh
Sumdo Mudam (27) was part of the Malajkhand
‘dalam’ and Pamed ‘platoon’ number 9 of the
outlawed Communist Party of India (Maoist), the
official said. “He laid down arms Thursday in front of
Collector Prajit Nair, Superintendent of Police Gorakh
Bhamre and Additional SP Nityanand Jha. He was
part of the outlawed movement since 2014 when he
just a teen and served in the Maharashtra-Madhya
Pradesh-Chhattisgarh zone of the Naxalites,” the
official said. Deva was involved in firing cases in
Tipagarh in Gadchiroli, Jhilmili Kashibehra Bakarkatta
in Chhattisgarh’s Rajnandgaon as well as other
incidents of Naxal violence and attacks on security
forces, the official informed.

11 months of 2024, a 26 per cent
increase over the same period
in 2023, it said. Over five million
Indians already have a nonim-
migrant visa to visit the US and
each day the mission issues thou-
sands more, the embassy said.
“The US mission to India is-
sued more than one million non-
immigrant visas for the second
year in arow, including a record
number of visitor visas, under-
scoring the huge demand of
Indians for travel to the United
States for tourism, business, and
education,” it said in a readout.
The embassy noted that the
State Department completed a

successful pilot programme to
renew H-1B visas in the US States
this year. This allowed many
specialty occupation workers
from India to renew their visas
without leaving the US. “This
pilot program streamlined the
renewal process for thousands of
applicants, and the Department
of State is working to formally
establish a US-based renewal
program in 2025,” it said.

The US mission to India is-
sued tens of thousands of im-
migrant visas, facilitating legal
family reunification and the mi-
gration of skilled professionals,
according to the readout.

$REI

SREI EQUIPMENT FINANCE LIMITED

CIN: U70101WB2006FLC109898
Registered Office: "Vishwakarma®, 86C, Topsia Road (South), Kolkata-700046
Head Office: Plot No. Y-10, Block EP, Sector-V, Salt Lake City, Kolkata-700091
Email: sefl@srei.com; Website: www.srei.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the public in general and customers of Srei Equipment
Finance Limited ("SEFL") in particular, that to optimise operational
efficiency, the management has decided to merge Keonjhar Branch at
2nd Floor, Singh Market Complex, Keonjhargarh, Keonjhar-758001 with
Sambalpur Branch w.e.f. 01st April, 2025. Accordingly, all activities of
Keonjhar Branch shall henceforth be monitored from Sambalpur
Branch, situated at Hota Complex, 1st Floor, Ainthapali Chowk,
Sambalpur - 768004. Customers whose accounts are maintained at
Keonjhar Branch can get in touch with Mr. Anil Kumar Biswal (AVP),
M: 9583024365, Email: anil.biswal @srei.com for further queries.

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that our Client intends to acquire lands
measuring approximately 28.51 Acres situated in Villages Digitari, Dhalipanga
& Kiadingri, Tahsil: Erasama, District: Jagatsinghpur, more particularly
described in the schedule below ("Land”), from its owners mentioned against
each of the lands in the schedule below.
In view of the aforesaid, if any person including any individual, partnership firm,
limited liability partnership, Hindu undivided family, company, corporate entity,
Bank, Financial institution, non-banking financial company, firms, association
of persons, anybody of individuals whether incorporated or not, lenders and/ or
creditors and/ or any other entity having or claiming any right, title, claim, benefit,
estate, share, demand or interest of any nature whatsoever in respect of the Land
or any part thereof by way of sale, conveyance, transfer, allotment, exchange,
assignment, muniment, charge, gift, covenant, trust, wakf, license, occupancy
rights, care-take rights, tenancy, protected tenancy, share, sub-tenancy,
succession, inheritance, claim, let, lease, sub-lease, lien, mortgage, easement,
maintenance, devise, bequest, hypothecation, encumbrance, possession,
development rights, joint-development rights, sub-development, project
management, joint venture, collaboration, possession in part performance,
partnership, family arrangement/ settlement, will, testamentary instruments,
letters or administration, probate, lis pendens, decree or order of any Court of|
Law or otherwise howsoever by operation of l[aw or otherwise, is hereby called
upon to make the same known in writing, with notarized documentary proof, to
the undersigned within 14 days from the date of publication of this notice, failing
which the purported right, title, benefit, estate, interest, share, claim or demand
of any nature whatsoever, as the case may be, will be considered to be waived
off and/or abandoned and/or relinquished and the Land shall be presumed to
be free from any and all sorts of encumbrance(s) of any nature and it shall be
deemed that the title and possession of the owners mentioned below to the Land
is clear and marketable. SCHEDULE
Village: Digitari
Ks:-ta Ps;:) rtv;)(l)l (AA:::) Owners of the Land/Occupiers
183 825 .65 [Niranjana Ojha
232 798 .24 _|Narayana Ojha
759 .23 _|Babri Bandhu Sahu
367 762 0.81 |Prahalad Sahu
Sukadeb Panda
Bholanath Dash
314 763 1.88 [Moti Sahu
Bamadeb Sahu
Chakradhara Sahu
Babri Bandhu Sahu
Prahalad Sahu
Sunakar Dash
Kailash Dash
Jadu Dash
Batakrushna Rout
233 742 2.29 |[Bishnu Rout
|Sridhar Baral
Saranga Baral
| Sunakar Dash
Bijay Swain
|Raghu Swain
Krupasindu Mahanty
| Bairagi Charan Mahanty
264 758 1.57 |Pramod Kumar Mall
Nitya Nanda Mall
390/86 758/874 0.42 |Nihar Ranjan Mahapatra
Pramod Kumar Mall
385 7581875 1 | Nityananda Mall
Prasanta Kumar Mall (Bairagi Charan Mahanty)
Siba Charan Mahapatra
363 745 1.38 |Dhurba Charan Mahapatra
Abhaya Kumar Mahapatra
|Bhajna Nanda Panda
| Kuntula Panda
273 753 0.69 anohar Panda
Abhiram Panda
Sundrari Panda
Sitanath Mahapatra
Sashibhusan Mahapatra
356 750 0.19 |[Sarat Mahapatra
Basudeb Mahapatra
Sada Mahapatra
| Dadhi Lenka
Padi Lenka
|Magu Sahu
124 751 0.12 Moti Sahu
Jodi Sahu
Sada Sahu
Sridhara Baral
361 756 05 Saranga Baral
Babri Bandhu Sahu
232 743 12 Prahalad Sahu
Jogendra Nath Dash
60 754 036 Krushnachandra Dash
111 752 0.32  |Jagu Mahanty
Sridhara Baral
Saranga Baral
362 757 08 Satyaabadi Choudhuri
Mushi Mahanty
361 760 0.5 _|Sridhara Baral
ik 761 0.27 _[Jagu Mahanty
376 799 0.6 |Hari Sethi
94 804 0.35 |Gobinda Chandra Mahanty
5 777 1.52 _|Jayanti Dash
Village: Dhalipanga
Ks:fa Ps;:) rtv;)él (::;;) Owners of the Land/Occupiers
556/61 614 0.52 _|Bhagyadhar Sahu
530 625 0.78 [Subash Chandra Mall
494 627 0.08 |[Saranga Dhar Boral
Sridhara Baral
505 1626 089 Saranga Dhar Boral
494 629 0.42 |Saranga Dhar Boral
143 630 0.5 _|Jogi Mallik
369 631 0.5 |Benu Mallik
Saroj Kumar Mall
485 1632 03 Prakash Kumar Mall
Jagu Mahanty
140 1633 0.31 |[Dhanu Mahanty
Champa Mahanty
Vilalge: Kiadingri
K:l\‘a:a g;:, rtv;:()l (2::: Owners of the Land/Occupiers
248777 1018 1.55 [Sawapna Patel
1016 2.07 |Sawapna Patel
Details of the Advocate:
Name: Dilip Kumar Bishi
Address: At/Post: Luthurbandha, P.S.: Titilagarh, Dist.: Bolangir
Mobile: 9437706623
Email: dilipkumarbishi01@mail.com
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Israeli
airstrikes on
Sanaa International
Airport, the Red Sea
ports and power
stations in Yemen
are especially
alarming

ANTONIO GUTERRES |
UN SECRETARY-GENERAL

STORM ELENA
STRIKES GREECE

Greece has been in the
grip of a wet weather
front named Elena since

Christmas, causing traffic

disruptions and flooding - |
across the country, -
authorities said Thursday L &% 7" .
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Ukrainian drone attack
was underway before
plane mishap: Russia

The inter-

CHIRIEYY
i

extremely difficult
at the moment, the
American policy in
its various aspects
is extremely hostile to us today

SERGEI RYABKOV | RUSSIAN DIPLOMAT

Good to meet
‘ US NSA @

JakeSulli-
van46 in Wash-
ington DC this
morning (Wednes-
day). A wide-rang- .
ing discussion on the progress of
India-US strategic partnership

S JAISHANKAR I EAM OF INDIA

US military
‘ spending has

topped the
world and keeps
increasing every
year
ZHANG XIAOGANG |
CHINESE DEFENCE MINISTRY SPOKESPERSON

SHORT TAKES

¥ Nearly 70 migrants
die as boat sinks

Bamako: Nearly 70 migrants
died when their boat sank
as they tried to reach Spain
earlier this month, Mali's
Minister for Malians Living
Abroad said. In a press
release Thursday, Mossa
Ag Attaher announced that
a migrant boat bound for
Spain sank on December 19.
The migrants in this boat
“numbered 80 at the start,
with only 11 survivors,”
according to the Ministry.

I Two climbers
found dead

Rome: The bodies of two
Italian climbers have been
found on Italy's Gran Sasso
massif five days after they

_ disappeared during an
excursion, rescuers said.
Rescue teams supported
by a helicopter managed
to reach the location on
Friday where the two men
went missing in the central
Abruzzo region.

I Bolivia to arrest
Evo Morales

La Paz: The Bolivian
government will arrest former
President Evo Morales in due
course, a senior official said.
"We have to wait for the right
moment. The action will be
taken, and the arrest warrant
will be complied with without
putting the lives of innocent
people at risk," Deputy
Minister of Coordination and
Government Management
Gustavo Torrico said.

I China sanctions
seven companies

Beijing: The Chinese
government placed sanctions
on seven companies Friday

in response to recent US
announcements of military
sales and aid to Taiwan, the
self-governing island that
China claims as part of its
territory. The sanctions also
come in response to the
recent approval of the US
government's annual defence
spending bill, which a Chinese
Foreign Ministry statement
said “includes multiple
negative sections on China.”

[ Japan approves
record Budget

Tokyo: The Japanese Cabinet
Friday approved a record

8.7 trillion yen ($55 billion)
defence budget for 2025 as
Japan accelerates building up
its strike-back capability with
long-range cruise missiles and
starts deploying Tomahawks
to fortify itself against
growing threats from China,
North Korea and Russia.

The Cabinet-endorsed draft
defence budget marks the
third year of Japan's ongoing
five-year military buildup
under the national security
strategy adopted in 2022.

AGENCIES

Baku, Dec 27: Russia's
aviation chief said Friday that
a Ukrainian drone attack was
underway in the region of
Chechnya at the time an
Azerbaijani airliner attempt-
ed to land before diverting to
Kazakhstan and crashing there
earlier this week.

Dmitry Yadrov, head of Rus-
sia's civil aviation authority
Rosaviatsia, didn't comment on
statements by an Azerbaijani
lawmaker and many aviation
experts who blamed Wednesday's
crash on Russian air defence fire.

Azerbaijan Airlines' Em-
braer 190 was flying from Azer-
baijan's capital of Baku to Gro-
zny, the regional capital of the
Russian republic of Chechnya,
but it turned to Aktau in Ka-
zakhstan across the Caspian
Sea and crashed while making
an attempt to land there. The
crash killed 38 people and left
all 29 survivors injured.

Authorities in Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan and Russia were
tight-lipped about a possible
cause of the crash pending an
official probe, but a member of
Azerbaijan's parliament, Ra-
sim Musabekov told the Azer-
baijani news agency Turan on
Thursday that the plane was
fired on while in the skies over

zerbaijan Airlines' Embraer

190 was flying from
Azerbaijan's capital of Baku to
Grozny, but it turned to Aktau in
Kazakhstan across the Caspian

Sea and crashed while making
an attempt to land there

he crash killed 38 people and
left all 29 survivors injured

Grozny and urged Russia to of-
fer an official apology.

Asked about Musabekov's
statement, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov declined to com-
ment, saying that it will be up
to investigators to determine
the cause of the crash. “The
air incident is being investi-
gated and we don't believe we
have the right to make any as-
sessments until the conclusions
are made as a result of the in-
vestigation,” Peskov said in a
conference call with reporters.

Yadrov, the Russian aviation
chief, said that as the plane was
preparing to land in Grozny in
deep fog, Ukrainian drones
were targeting Grozny, prompt-
ing authorities to close the area
for air traffic. Yadrov said that
after the captain made two un-
successful attempts to land in
Grozny, he was offered other
airports as an alternative but
decided to fly to Aktau across
the Caspian Sea.

military parade in downtown Damascus

China defends Brahmaputra dam

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, Dec 27: China Fri-
day defended its plan to build
the world's largest dam on the
Brahmaputra River in Tibet,
saying the project will not “neg-
atively affect” lower riparian
states and that safety issues
have been addressed through
decades of studies.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning played
down apprehensions about the
massive project to dam the
Brahmaputra River, which is
called Yarlung Zangbo in Ti-
bet. The project estimated to
cost around USD 137 billion is
located in the ecologically frag-
ile Himalayan region, along a
tectonic plate boundary where
earthquakes occur frequently.

Mao said China carried out
in-depth studies for decades
and took safeguard measures.
China has always been respon-
sible for the development of
cross-border rivers, Mao told a
media briefing here in response
to a question on the concerns
related to the dam. She said the
hydropower development there

Chinese man gets death
rap for killing 35 people

Beijing: A court in China has sentenced a man
to death for killing 35 people last month by
driving into a crowd, in an attack that raised
national concern about mass killings. Fan
Weigiu was venting his anger because he
was unhappy with his divorce settlement,
the court in the southern city of Zhuhai said
as it handed down the sentence Friday. The
victims were exercising at a sports centre.
The court statement said Fan's “criminal
motive was extremely despicable, the nature
of the crime was extremely vile, the means
of crime were particularly cruel, and the
consequences of the crime were particularly
severe, resulting in great social harm.” The
attack was one of several in China in late
October and November and spurred Chinese
leader Xi Jinping to order local governments
to take steps to prevent future “extreme
cases.” The order prompted vows from

local leaders to examine personal disputes
that could trigger aggression, from marital
troubles to disagreements over inheritance.

SNIPPETS

SK votes to impeach
acting President Han

Seoul: South Korea's opposition-controlled
National Assembly voted Friday to impeach
acting President Han Duck-soo despite vehement
protests by governing party lawmakers, further
deepening the country's political crisis set off by
President Yoon Suk Yeol's stunning imposition
of martial law and ensuing impeachment. Han's
impeachment means he will be stripped of the
powers and duties of the president until the
Constitutional Court decides whether to dismiss
or reinstate him. The court is already reviewing
whether to uphold Yoon's earlier impeachment.
The impeachments of the country's top two
officials worsen its political turmoil, deepen its
economic uncertainty and hurt its international
image. The single-chamber National Assembly
passed Han's impeachment motion with a 192-0
vote. Lawmakers with the governing People
Power Party boycotted the vote and gathered
around the podium where assembly Speaker Woo
Won Shik was seated and shouted that the vote
was “invalid” and demanded Woo's resignation.
No violence or injuries were reported.

UNDERWATER

CABLE SABOTAGE

REUTERS

Helsinki, Dec 27: NATO said
Friday it would boost its pres-
ence in the Baltic Sea after the
suspected sabotage this week of
an undersea power cable and
four internet lines, while alli-
ance member Estonia launched
a naval operation to guard a
parallel electricity link.
Finland Thursday seized a
ship carrying Russian oil on
suspicion the vessel had caused
an outage of the Estlink 2 un-
dersea power cable linking it
with Estonia and fibre optic
lines, and Friday said it had
asked NATO for support.
Baltic Sea nations are on
high alert for acts of sabotage
after a string of outages of pow-
er cables, telecom links and gas
pipelines since Russia invaded
UKkraine in 2022, although sub-

Members of the new armed forces, former rebels who overthrew Bashar Assad’s government and now serve in the new Syrian government, arrive for a

hinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
played down apprehensions about
the massive project to dam the
Brahmaputra River, which is called
Yarlung Zangbo in Tibet

he project estimated to cost

around $137 billion is located in
the ecologically fragile Himalayan
region, along a tectonic plate
boundary where earthquakes
occur frequently

has been studied in depth for
decades, and safeguard mea-
sures have been taken to ensure
the project's security and eco-
logical environment protection.
"The project will not negatively
affect the lower reaches," she
said referring to the concerns
in India and Bangladesh which
are the lower riparian states.
She said China's hydropow-
er development in the lower
reaches of the Yarlung Zangbo

River aims to speed up the de-
velopment of clean energy and
respond to climate change and
extreme hydrological disasters.

China Wednesday approved
the construction of the world's
largest dam, stated to be the
planet's biggest infra project
on the Brahmaputra River in
Tibet close to the Indian border,
raising concerns in India and
Bangladesh.

The hydropower project will

Pak army accuses India of
25 LoC violations in 2024

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Dec 27: The Paki-
stan Army Friday accused In-
dia of 25 violations of the Line
of Control (LoC) during the past
year and threatened a quick re-
sponse if Indian forces attack.
Army spokesman Lt Gen Ah-
mad Sharif Chaudhry levelled
these accusations at an year-
end press conference, while not
offering details to substantiate
the charges. The spokesman said
security forces killed at least 925
terrorists in 2024 and lost 383 of
its own men in nearly 60,000 op-
erations. The Pakistan military
is battling insurgency mostly in
Balochistan and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa provinces. The general

claimed that India committed 25
LoC violations and also carried
out several ‘false flag operations’.

The term usually refers to
fake military action so that
the blame falls on the other
side. The spokesman claimed
that such operations were al-
ways announced through fake
social media accounts linked
with RAW (Research and Anal-
ysis Wing), India's foreign intel-
ligence agency.

NATO increases Baltic Sea patrols

sea equipment is also subject
to malfunction and accidents.

“We have agreed with Es-
tonia, and we have also com-
municated to NATO Secretary
General Mark Rutte, that our
wish is to have a stronger NA-
TO presence,” Finnish Pres-
ident Alexander Stubb told a
news conference.

Rutte said he had discussed
with Stubb the Finnish-led in-
vestigation, expressing

his support.

A NATO official declined
to provide detail on specific
deployments.

Sweden's coastguard said in
a statement it had ramped up
surveillance of ship traffic to
protect critical undersea instal-
lations, deploying aircraft and
vessels while coordinating with
the Swedish navy and with oth-
er nations.

Estonia navy moves
to protect remaining
power cable

ATO to enhance
Baltic Sea presence

The Kremlin said on Friday
Finland's seizure of the ship
carrying Russian oil was of
little concern for Moscow. In
the past, Russia has denied in-
volvement in any of the Baltic

suspected of damaging

I Finland seized ship
power cable

altic Sea nations on alert
for sabotage

infrastructure incidents.
Estonia said its navy had de-
ployed to guard the still oper-
ational Estlink 1 subsea cable.
Tsahkna said Thursday dam-
age to subsea installations in

the region had now become so
frequent that it was difficult to
believe they were all caused by
accidents or poor seamanship.

The incidents highlight the
need to update centuries-old
maritime law to explicitly
outlaw damage to undersea in-
frastructure, Estonia's justice
minister told Reuters Friday.

The 658 megawatt (MW) Es-
tlink 2 outage began at midday
local time Wednesday, leav-
ing only the 358 MW Estlink 1
linking Finland and Estonia,
the countries' electricity grid
operators said.

Finnish investigators believe
the seized ship - a Cook Is-
land-registered vessel named as
the Eagle S - may have caused
the damage by dragging its
anchor along the seabed, one
of several such incidents in re-
cent years.

PTI PHOTO

be built in the lower reaches of
the Yarlung Zangbo River, the
Tibetan name for the Brahma-
putra River, an official state-
ment here said.

The dam will be built at a
huge gorge in the Himalayan
reaches where the Brahmapu-
tra River makes a huge U-turn
to flow into Arunachal Pradesh
and then to Bangladesh.

Mao said China's hydropow-
er development in the lower
reaches of the Yarlung Zangbo
River aims to speed up the de-
velopment of clean energy and
respond to climate change and
extreme hydrological disasters.

The total investment in the
dam could exceed one trillion
yuan (USD 137 billion), which
would dwarf any other single
infrastructure project on the
planet, including China's own
Three Gorges Dam which is
regarded as the largest in the
world, the Hong Kong-based
South China Morning Post re-
ported Thursday.

China has already operation-
alised the $1.5 billion Zam Hy-
dropower Station, the largest in
Tibet in 2015.

Germany’s President
dissolves Parliament

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Frankfurt, Dec 27: Ger-
man President Frank-Walter
Steinmeier Friday ordered
Parliament dissolved and set
new elections for February 23
in the wake of the collapse of
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s coali-
tion, saying it was the only way
to give the country a stable gov-
ernment capable of tackling its
problems.

Scholz lost a confidence vote
December 16 and leads a minori-
ty government after his unpopu-
lar and notoriously rancorous
three-party coalition collapsed
November 6 when he fired his fi-
nance minister in a dispute over
how torevitalise Germany’s stag-
nant economy.

Steinmeier said he made the
decision because it was clear
after consultation with par-
ty leaders that there was no
agreement among Germany's
political parties on a majority
for a new government in the
current parliament.

“Therefore I am convinced
that for the good of our coun-
try new elections are the right
way.” Since the post-World War
II constitution doesn't allow the
Bundestag to dissolve itself, it
was up to Steinmeier to decide
whether to dissolve parliament
and call an election. He had 21
days to make that decision.
Once parliament is dissolved,
the election must be held with-
in 60 days.
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services and

going by the current trend,
the year 2025 will also see
better growth prospects.
New opportunities will come
up for the Indian exporting
community

SUNIL BARTHWAL I COMMERCE SECRETARY

We expect

deposit

rates to
decline with a
lag even if the
rate cuts were
to start from
the upcoming MPC meeting,
which would hurt the mar-
gins in the near-to-medium
term. We also remain watch-
ful on the asset quality of
banks and expect an uptick
in credit costs over FY26
SACHIN SACHDEVA | VICE PRESIDENT, ICRA

By lever-
‘ aging local

manufac-
turing capabil-
ities, which are
world-class, we
aim to contrib-
ute to the ‘Make in India’
initiative while ensuring that
our operations meet inter-
national standards of safety

_and efficiency

ASHWANI GUPTA I WHOLE-TIME DIRECTOR &
CEO, APSEZ

SHORT TAKES

I BPCL plans $11bn
refinery project

New Delhi: India’s Bharat
Petroleum Corp plans to invest
$11 billion in southern Andhra
Pradesh state for a new

) refinery and petrochemical
project to meet rising fuel
demand in the world’s fastest-
growing major economy, its
chairman said. India wants to
emerge as a major refining hub
supplying fuel to the global
markets as Western companies
are cutting crude processing
capacities in favour of energy
transition. “We feel there is
a big opportunity in refining
sector. India’s primary energy
demand itself is also going to
increase three to four times
as its economy expands,” G
Krishnakumar told Reuters in
an interview. India aspires to
be a developed nation by 2047
with its GDP rising to $30 trillion
from the current $3.8 trillion.

¥ Insolvency proceedings
against Hero Electric

New Delhi: The National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
has directed initiation of
insolvency proceedings
against Hero Electric after
admitting a plea filed by
Metro Tyres, an operational
creditor claiming a default

of ¥1.85 crore. As per
provisions of the Insolvency

& Bankruptcy Code (IBC),
NCLT has appointed Bhoopesh
Gupta as Interim Resolution
Professional to run the
company after suspending the
board of Hero Electric.

UltraTech buys stake in Star Cement
CEMENT WAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27:
Leading cement produc-
er UltraTech Cement
Friday announced to ac-
quire a minority stake
of 8.69 per cent from the
promoters of Megha-
laya-based Star Cement
in a deal worth %851
crore, further intensify-
ing the competition with
Adani Group entity Am-
buja Cements.

The development
comes three days after
the Aditya Birla group
firm completed the ac-
quisition of a controlling
stake in India Cements
Ltd, turning the south-

' ‘ ‘ The demand (for coal)

is extremely important.
And we do see demand

growing in India considering
the growing size of the econ-
omy. Therefore, coal will also
definitely be required and we
are conscious of that and are
working towards that

RUPINDER BRAR I COAL ADDITIONAL SECRETARY
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 27: India’s
current account deficit (CAD)
moderated marginally to $11.2
billion or 1.2 per cent of GDP
year-on-year in the July-Sep-
tember quarter of 2024-25, ac-
cording to Reserve Bank data
released Friday.

The CAD, an indicator of the
country’s external payment
scenario, was $11.3 billion or
1.3 per cent of GDP during the
second quarter of 2023-24.

“India’s current account defi-
cit (CAD) moderated marginal-
ly to $11.2 billion (1.2 per cent of
GDP) in Q2 2024-25 from $11.3
billion (1.3 per cent of GDP) in
Q2:2023-24,” the RBI said.

During April-September 2024
(H1 2024-25), the current ac-
count deficit was $21.4 billion
or 1.2 per cent of GDP compared
to $20.2 billion (1.2 per cent of
GDP) in the year-ago period.

Merchandise trade deficit
increased to $75.3 billion in
the second quarter of 2024-25
from $64.5 billion in the com-
parable period of 2023-24, as
per the RBI’s data on Balance
of Payments.

Net services receipts increased
to $44.5 billion in Q2 2024-25 from
$39.9 billion a year ago.

Services exports have risen,
on a year-on-year basis, across
major categories like comput-
er services, business services,
travel services and transporta-

RBI gives nod to UPI
transactions via PPIs
using third-party apps

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 27: The Reserve
Bank Friday allowed prepaid
payment instruments holders
to make and receive UPI pay-
ments through third-party mo-
bile applications.

It has been decided to enable
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) payments from/to full-
KYC prepaid payment instru-
ments (PPIs) through third-par-
ty UPI applications, the central
bank said in circular.

“A PPI issuer shall enable
holders of only its full- KYC
PPIs to make UPI payments
by linking its customer PPIs
to its UPI handle. UPI transac-
tions from PPI on the issuer’s
application shall be authen-
ticated using the customer’s
existing PPI credentials,”
it said.

A PPI issuer, in its capacity
as a payment system provid-
ers, should not on-board cus-
tomers of any bank or any
other PPI issuer, the RBI said.

The RBI’s decision is aimed
at providing more flexibility
to holders of PPIs such as gift
cards, metro rail cards, and
digital wallets, among others.

Currently, UPI payments
from/to a bank account can
be carried out using the UPI
application of that bank or of
any third-party application

— provider.
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capacity enhancement acquire CK Birla group

as it faces competition
from billionaire Gautam
Adani-led Adani Group’s

Ambuja Cements, which
is the second-largest
player and is also scaling
its capacity.

This is the third acqui-
sition of the Aditya Birla
group flagship in the last
two years, including In-
dia Cements, Kesoram
Industries’ cement busi-

firm Orient Cement as
part of its inorganic
growth strategy.

‘ Looking ahead, the
initial estimate of a
record-high trade deficit
in November could bloat
the current account deficit
to 2.5%-2.7% of GDP in the
current quarter

ADITI NAYAR I CHIEF ECONOMIST, ICRA

it

tion services.

Further, private transfer re-
ceipts, mainly representing re-
mittances by Indians employed
overseas, rose to $31.9 billion in
the July-September quarter in
2024-25 from $28.1 billion in the
second quarter of 2023-24, the
data showed.

In the financial account, the
RBI said net foreign direct in-
vestment recorded an outflow
of $2.2 billion in Q2 2024-25 com-
pared $0.8 billion outflow in the

CAD moderates
.2% of GDP in Q2

India had logged a current account deficit of a $9.7 billion
or 1.1% of GDP in April-June this year

corresponding period of 2023-24.
Net inflows under foreign
portfolio investment increased
to $19.9 billion in Q2 2024-25
from $4.9 billion a year ago.

During April-September 2024,
the RBI data showed that net
invisibles receipts at $119.0 bil-
lion were higher in H1 2024-25
against $101 billion a year ago,
primarily on account of higher
net services receipts.

Also, net FDI inflows at $4.4
billion in H1:2024-25 was higher
than $3.9 billion in H1:2023-24.

FPI recorded net inflows of
$20.8 billion in H1:2024-25 com-
pared to net inflows of $20.7
billion a year ago.

In H1 2024-25, there was an
accretion of $23.8 billion to the
foreign exchange reserves (on a
BoP basis), the RBI said.

DREAM MARKET DEBUT

Shares of packaging machinery manu-
facturer Mamata Machinery Ltd made

a remarkable market debut Friday and
ended with a huge premium of over 159
per cent against the issue price of 3243.
On the BSE, shares of the firm listed at
%600, a jump of 146.91 per cent. It zoomed
159.23 per cent to settle at 629.95 -- the

upper circuit limit

Forex Kitty dips
to 7-month low

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 27: The coun-
try’s forex reserves dropped
by a further $8.478 billion to
$644.391 billion for the week
ended December 20, the RBI
said Friday.

In the previous reporting
week, the reserves had dropped
by $1.988 billion to a six-month
low of $652.869 billion.

The reserves have been de-
clining for the last few weeks,
and the drop has been attribut-
ed to revaluation along with
forex market interventions
by RBI to help reduce volatil-
ities in the rupee. The forex
reserves had increased to an
all-time high of $704.885 billion
in end-September.

For the week ended Decem-
ber 20, foreign currency as-
sets, a major component of the
reserves, decreased by $6.014
billion to $556.562 billion, the
data released Friday showed.

ds7

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets in-
clude the effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound and yen
held in the foreign exchange re-
serves. Gold reserves decreased
by $2.33 billion to $65.726 billion
during the week, the RBI said.

The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were down by $112 mil-
lion to $17.885 billion, the apex
bank said. India’s reserve po-
sition with the IMF was also
down by $23 million to $4.217
billion in the reporting week.

TPCODL wins Kalinga Safety Excellence Award

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 27: TP
Central Odisha Distribution
Limited (TPCODL), a joint
venture between Tata Power
and the Government of Odisha,
was honoured with the presti-
gious Kalinga Safety Excellence

Award - Silver Category for its
exceptional workplace safety
practices at the 15th National
Safety Conclave 2024, organised
by the Institute of Quality and
Environment Management Ser-
vices (IQEMS) Friday.

The ceremony was attended
by Odisha Deputy Chief Minis-

ter, Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo,
who honoured the TPCODL
team for their achievements.

Arvind Singh, CEO of TP-
CODL, shared, “This award is
a testament to our commitment
to a safe and healthy workplace.
We focus on using digital tools
and promoting a ‘Zero Harm’
culture to ensure safety. We
dedicate this award to our
employees and stakeholders,
whose dedication to safety
drives us every day.”

The National Safety Conclave
2024 is focused on innovative
strategies for workplace safety,
with a key discussion on “Vi-
sion Zero Harm,” highlighting
the role of digital technology in
improving health, safety, and
environmental management.

VALUE

"

MAMATA
MACHINERY

FOR TRUST

s . L

Bank, auto stocks
lead D-St recovery

On the weekly front, the BSE benchmark
climbed 657.48 points or 0.84%, and the Nifty
went up by 225.9 points or 0.95%

BRI AN @  DECEMBER 27, 2024 ;%%E

CHANGE: +226.59 (+0.29%)

Previous o : Today's
Close i 78,699.07 ]‘ Closing
78,472.48 |0 ik 78,699.07

B:IIS am n all'n 1 |:I|m 3 ;am :1 pm

_‘ﬂlﬂ\ +2.47%
INDUSIND BANK +2.30%

TOP
GAINERS
_'I'A'I'.l MOTORS +1.32%
_n.u.iu FINSERV +1.211% ?

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Dec 27: Bench-
mark BSE Sensex rose by 226
points while Nifty settled
above the 23,800 mark Fri-
day following gains in auto
and banking shares even as
investors turned cautious due
to FII outflows and a record
fall in the rupee.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 226.59 points or 0.29
per cent to settle at 78,699.07.
During the day, it jumped
570.67 points or 0.72 per cent
to 79,043.15.

The NSE Nifty went up by
63.20 points or 0.27 per cent
to 23,813.40.

From the 30 blue-chip pack,
Mahindra & Mahindra, In-
dusInd Bank, Bajaj Finance,
Tata Motors, Bajaj Finserv,
Nestle and ICICI Bank were
the biggest gainers.

State Bank of India, Tata
Steel, Adani Ports, Zomato,
UltraTech Cement and HCL
Tech were among the lag-
gards.

A lack of major triggers and
caution ahead of the swear-
ing of US Republican Party
administration continued to
impact the sentiment, Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geo-
jit Financial Services said.

“While the rupee dropped
to a new low, weighed down
by the expectation of fewer
Fed rate cuts, a widening
trade deficit, and weak eco-
nomic growth. The auto in-
dex outperformed, aided by
an expectation of a pickup
in volumes in December and
comfort in valuation,” Nair
said.

The BSE smallcap gauge

Investors were cautious
‘ as foreign investors have

not softened their stance
on Indian equities with ru-
pee’s record fall against the
dollar continuing to create
uncertainty amongst the
investors

PRASHANTH TAPSE | SENIOR VP (RESEARCH),
MEHTA EQUITIES

climbed 0.28 per cent while
midcap index dipped 0.08 per
cent.

Among sectoral indices,
auto jumped 0.86 per cent,
healthcare surged 0.79 per
cent, consumer discretion-
ary (0.33 per cent), IT (0.22
per cent), BSE Focused IT
(0.20 per cent), teck (0.14 per
cent) and financial services
(0.14 per cent).

Metal declined 1.19 per
cent, oil & gas (0.94 per cent),
power (0.82 per cent), energy
(0.70 per cent) and commodi-
ties (0.55 per cent).

In Asian markets, Tokyo
and Shanghai settled higher
while Seoul and Hong Kong
ended lower.

European markets were
trading in the positive terri-
tory. US markets ended on a
flat note Thursday.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.18 per cent to
$73.39 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) offloaded equities
worth 2,376.67 crore Thurs-
day, according to exchange
data.

The BSE benchmark
dipped 0.39 points to settle
at 78,472.48 in a muted trade
Thursday. The Nifty eked out
gains of 22.55 points or 0.1 per
cent to 23,750.20.

Osamu Suzuki who revolutionised India’s car market no more
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 27: Osamu Su-
zuki, who headed Suzuki Motor
Corp for more than 40 years and
revolutionised India’s car mar-
ket with the introduction of the
popular Maruti 800 small car,
has died at the age of 94.

Suzuki died of lymphoma De-
cember 25, the company said in
a statement.

A former bank employee,
Osamu Suzuki got his break in
the automotive business after
his marriage to Shoko Suzu-
ki, granddaughter of Michio

Suzuki, who founded Suzuki
Motor’s predecessor company
in 1909. Osamu Suzuki took his
wife’s surname, in accordance
with the Japanese custom when
there are no male heirs.

His entry into India turned
out to be a game-changer as the
subcontinent-sized market, sad-
dled with the mid-60s technolo-
gy Ambassador and Fiat cars,
drove up demand for the Maruti
800 small car. The waiting lists
of customers stretched for as
long as up to three years with
the car selling at a premium in
the second-hand market.

Suzuki Motor agreed to set
up a venture with the Indian
government outside New Del-
hi and acquired a 26 per cent
stake in the state-owned car-
maker Maruti Udyog in 1982.
In December 1983, the venture
rolled out the Maruti 800 small
car which was an instant hit.

Maruti, now a unit of Suzu-
ki Motor, quickly became the
biggest car manufacturer in
India and still commands more
than 40 per cent share of the
market.

Suzuki today is also one of
the top global manufacturers

of motorcycles, selling around
1.9 million units in the 12
months ended March 31.

Osamu Suzuki’s more than
28 years as president made
him the longest-serving head
of a global automaker. After
stepping down as president
in 2000, he became Suzuki
Motor’s Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer. He came
back as president at age 78 in
December 2008, when Suzuki
Motor was expecting its first
profit decline in eight years
amid the global recession to
lead from the front.
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BARGARH-2 BRANCH
Station Road, Bargarh, Dist.: Bargarh, Odisha-768028,
Email: ubin0800384@unionbankofindia.bank

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Secured Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 read with Rule 8(6) / 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/ charged to the
Secured Creditor, the symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Union Bank of India (Secured Creditor) will be sold on
“As is Where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” on 29.01.2025 between 12.00 Noon to 5.00 P.M. for recovery dues as mentioned hereunder to the
Union Bank of India from the below mentioned Borrower(s). The Reserve Price and the Earnest money deposit also mentioned hereunder.

E-AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

For registration and login and bidding rules please visit : https://baanknet.

Place: Bargarh
Date: 27.12.2024

Sd/- Authorized Officer
Union Bank of India
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BATTING MELTDOWN A CONCERN

India stare down the barrel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Melbourne, Dec 27: A famil-
iar collapse unfolded after Ya-
shasvi Jaiswal’s inexplicable
run-out as India reach 164/5
against a menacing Australia
on day two of the fourth Test
here Friday.

Jaiswal, who was quite fluent
during his 118-ball stay that
yielded 82 runs, was way short
of his crease after a mix-up with
Virat Kohli (36) while attempt-
ing a quick single, handing
Australia the breakthrough
that could prove decisive.

India are still 310 runs be-
hind Australia’s first innings
score of 474 and would need
another 111 runs to avoid a fol-
low-on that should never have
been a consideration on a plac-
id batting track.

It was 153 for 2 at one stage
and in four overs, another three
wickets fell with Gautam Gam-
bhir’s plan of sending a night
watchman in Akash Deep turn-
ing out to be one of the many
poor calls that the head coach
has taken in this game.

In a space of barely five min-
utes, cricket showed its fickle
nature as Jaiswal pushed to-
wards mid-on and called for a
quick single with an assured
Kohli (36) at the other end.
Kohli took a step and half be-
fore retreating.

Pat Cummins swooped the
ball and threw at the striker’s
end with a frustrated Jaiswal
seen telling his idol “my call”.

This moment will be one for
posterity as Kohli looked down
and perhaps felt that he could
have at least said a loud “No”
to allow Jaiswal to sprint back.

The run-out broke his con-
centration and for the first time
after 85 balls, he poked a deliv-
ery bowled in the corridor of
uncertainty and it was the end.

Scott Boland repeated the dis-
missal that has been a norm for
quite a while now. Akash Deep
didn’t have the technique to
survive and the day ended in
Australia’s favour just like it

SHORT TAKES

MCC honours Tendulkar

Melbourne: The Melbourne Cricket
Club (MCC) Friday said Indian icon
Sachin Tendulkar has accepted its
invitation to become an honourary
member of the prestigious
institution. Founded in 1838, the
MCC is one of the oldest sports clubs
in Australia and is responsible for
the management and development
of the Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG), one of the game's premier
venues. “An icon honoured. The
MCC is pleased to announce that
former Indian captain Sachin
Tendulkar has accepted an
Honorary Cricket Membership,
acknowledging his outstanding
contribution to the game,” the
MCC posted on ‘X’. The legendary
Tendulkar currently holds the
record of most runs at MCG with
449 from five Tests at an average
of 44.90 and a strike-rate of 58.69
with a hundred and three fifties.

Fernandes sent off again

Wolverhampton: Manchester United
captain Bruno Fernandes has been
shown a red card for the third time
this season. The Portugal midfielder
was sent off against Wolverhampton
in the Premier League on Thursday
after receiving a second yellow in
the 47th minute. The score was 0-0
at the time and United went on to
lose 2-0 thanks to goals by Matheus
Cunha — direct from a corner —

and Hwang Hee-chan. Fernandes
previously got red cards in back-to-
back games, against Tottenham in
the league September 29 and Porto
in the Europa League October 3. The
red card against Spurs was later
rescinded.

Lakshya sails into semis

Shenzhen: India’s Lakshya

Sen came up with a spirited
performance to overcome Hong
Kong China’s Angus Ng Ka Long

in three games and sail into the
semi-finals of the inaugural King
Cup International Badminton Open
here Friday. The 12th ranked Indian,
who narrowly missed out on a
bronze medal at the Paris Olympics
after losing the playoff, defeated
his 30-year-old opponent 10-21,
21-13, 21-13. It was a slow start for
Lakshya, but once he got things
going against the 17th-ranked
opponent, he won the next two
games with ease to beat Long for
the first time in four attempts.

started.

The Jaiswal-Kohli pair had
added 102 runs and looked com-
fortable just like they did in the
Perth second innings. The ball
hardly did anything after Rohit
Sharma (3) played a poor shot
and KL Rahul got a ripper from
Pat Cummins.

Jaiswal was in regal form, as
he cut, pulled, drove and lofted
the Australian bowlers stamp-
ing his authority as the next
megastar of Indian batting.

Kohli, at the other end, en-
dured boos for Thursday’s run-
in with debutant Sam Konstas
and battled his demons

This was after Steve Smith’s
34th Test hundred ensured a
very good total for hosts.

Starting the day at 311 for 6,
Smith added 112 and 44 runs
with Cummins (49) and Mitch-
ell Starc (15) respectively, leav-
ing the visitors searching for

—
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ustralian batting mainstay Steve Smith always knew that

he was “out of runs” but never “out of form” as he got
back-to-back Test hundreds against India within a week of
each other after 18 months of lull. Having scored his 33rd ton
in Brisbane, Smith equalled Sunil Gavaskar’s then world record
of 34 hundreds on the second day of the fourth Test at the MCG
Friday. Asked how did he chug along all these days when big
runs were not coming that easily, Smith dived deep into his
inner core. “Sometimes you can be hitting the ball really nicely,
which | think I said to all you guys when | wasn't scoring the
runs. | actually felt like | was batting pretty well. And there’s a
difference, I think, between being out of form and out of runs.

¥

»

So, yeah, | thought | was hitting the ball nicely,” Smith said at the day-end press conference here. “I mean,
you’ve got to have faith. You've got to have a bit of trust in what you’re trying to do. I've played the game for
long enough now to know that you can have your ups and downs. Having some faith and confidence,” said the
man, who is expected to get to 10,000 Test runs before the five-match series concludes.

back-up plans.

Jasprit Bumrah (4/99 in 28.4
oves) was once again brilliant
despite the first spell thrashing
from Konstas but Mohammed
Siraj’s ordinary showing (0/122

India whitewash West Indies

Deeptl stars with all- round show

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Vadodara, Dec 27: Senior
off-spinner Deepti Sharma did
the star turn with career-best
figures of 6/31 before doing her
bit with the bat as India com-
pleted a 3-0 whitewash of the
West Indies with a five-wicket
victory in the final Women’s
ODI here Friday.

Having bowled out West In-
dies for 162 after Deepti’s super-
lative performance and pacer
Renuka Singh’s (4/29) excellent
show with the new ball, India
recovered after a top-order wob-
ble to reach the target of 163 in

28.2 overs.

India were in a spot of bother
at 73/4 but Deepti (39 not out in
48 balls) used all her experience
to see the team through with
plenty of overs remaining.

Swashbuckling wicketkeep-
er-batter Richa Ghosh was un-
beaten on an 11-ball 23 when the
winning runs were scored.

Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur,
who eased nerves with two
boundaries after last match
centurion Harleen Deol’s (1)
dismissal left India at 23/2,
blazed away to a 22-ball 32
before getting bowled by Afy
Fletcher.

in 23 overs) was the primary
reason for batters not being
under any pressure.

For a change, Siraj didn’t
try and sledge an in-form bat-
ter, something that he did in

Adelaide with some disastrous
results. But that didn’t soften
the Australian supporters,
who constantly booed him and
Kohli as and when the ball went
to them.

HOCKEY INDIA LEAGUE

Harmanpreet named captain of Soorma

Rourkela: Soorma Hockey Club have announced double Olympic
bronze medallist Harmanpreet Singh as the captain for the
upcoming season of the Hockey India League (HIL), commencing
December 28 in Rourkela. Harmanpreet, an Arjuna awardee and
two-time FIH Best Player of the Year, expressed his enthusiasm
about leading the Punjab and Haryana-based franchise. “I'm
looking forward to leading this incredible team and representing

a region that holds a special place in my heart. It’s a privilege and
an honour,” said the ace drag-flicker. He also highlighted the team’s preparation and camaraderie following a
successful pre-season camp at the Tau Devi Lal Stadium in Chandigarh. “We have a strong team that has bonded
well during the camp. Many of us have played together for years, and we’re complemented by some exciting
young talents and experienced international players. Our goal is clear - to win the trophy,” the Indian men’s team
captain added. Soorma Hockey Club will begin their inaugural campaign December 29 against Tamil Nadu Dragons
at the Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium in Rourkela.

Kalinga Lancers ropes in Zalewski as captain

Rourkela: Kalinga Lancers have announced Tokyo Olympics silver
medallist and three-time Olympian Aran Zalewski as their captain. The
former co-captain of the Kookaburras brings a wealth of experience,
having played a pivotal role in the Australian hockey team’s success.
The recently retired Australian captain will assume charge of the team
effective immediately as they prepare for their inaugural game in the
Hockey League against UP Rudras December 30. The Kalinga Lancers, now
owned by Vedanta, showcase an impressive combination of seasoned
players like Thierry Brinkman and Alexander Hendrickx, alongside rising
Indian talents such as Krishan Pathak, Rosan Kujur, and Sanjay. The
team will be coached by German maestro Valentin Altenburg. The team

gathered in Bhubaneswar last week, where, in the presence of all 16
Indian players from the squad, Kalinga Lancers unveiled their new jersey, anthem, and mascot. The home jersey
showcases a striking blend of blue and green, while the away jersey retains the vibrant orange and white.
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B BOOST FOR INDIA

World Boxing forms
fresh Asian body

Lovlina in Athletes’ Commission, Ajay Singh
named board member

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 27: Tokyo
Olympic medallist Lovlina
Borgohain has been included
in the Athletes’ Commission
while six Boxing Federation of
India (BFI) officials, including
president Ajay Singh, will be
part of the newly-formed inter-
im Asian body established by
the breakaway organization
World Boxing.

India will play a pivotal role
in shaping the future of Asian
boxing within this new struc-
ture, with the BFI holding
seven key positions, including
Singh, who has been appointed
as a board member. Borgohain
will represent the athletes’ voic-
es in Asian and global boxing.

Key BFI officials, including
secretary general Hemanta Ku-
mar Kalita and treasurer Digvi-
jay Singh, will hold positions
on the Olympic Commission
and Finance and Audit Com-
mittee respectively.

“The creation of Asian Box-
ing marks a significant mile-
stone for World Boxing and a
crucial step toward ensuring
that boxing remains a part of
the Olympic Games in LA 2028
and beyond,” Singh was quoted
as saying in a media release.

“India is proud to be at the
heart of this transformative
initiative, contributing to the
process of securing boxing’s
Olympic future. With strong
representation across key com-
missions, India is strategically
positioned to influence key pol-
icies, drive the development of
Indian boxing, and champion
the growth and prominence
of the sport not only within
the country but across Asia,”
Singh said on the formation
of the interim Asian body and
BFT’s role.

Borgohain, one of three
members of the Athletes’ Com-
mission, emphasised the im-

Sanjay Takale: First Indian driver at Mother of all Rallies

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Pune, Dec 27: Top Indian rally
driver Sanjay Takale’s debut at
the iconic Dakar 2025 will be a
historic day for India, as it will
be the first time ever an Indian
will take part in the four-wheel
section of any class at the Moth-
er of all Rallies, Dakar, which is
beginning from January 3, 2025,
in Saudi Arabia. The gruelling
route with 12 stages of over 8000
km is a daunting task even for
the experienced.

Pune’s aerpace racer
Takale, the first Indian to
win an Asia Pacific Rally
Championship title in the pro-
duction class, has partnered
with Compagnie Saharienne,
a French Historic Rally Team,
to race a Toyota Land Cruiser
HZJ78 at the 2025 Dakar Clas-
sic. He will be the first Indian
to race the Dakar Classic as a
car driver with Maxime Raud
as his co-driver.

Some regions of the route
have been a nostalgic experi-
ence for this Pune driver, who,
as a backpacker, visited more
than 100 countries from 2001
to 2007.

The motorsport addict began
his career with motocross rac-
es in June 1987 and won over
100 trophies till 2001 and bid
goodbye with a big win at the
bike national round at Nashik
as a TVS factory rider before he
drifted into endurance rallies
in 2009. A veteran in the Indian
National Rally Championship
and the Malaysian Rally Cham-
pionship, he is a regular in the
Asia-Pacific Rallies.

After many more laurels
in the four-wheel section, he
became the first Indian to get
glory for India at the APRC,
winning the Production class ti-
tle in 2013. In 2018, he switched
up gears and made his Rally3
debut at the World Rally Cham-
pionship at Rally Finland.

=~ SANJAY TAKALE
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Born February 2, 1968 in
Manjri village, the director
of Aerpace, an Indian trans-
portation company, will have
Frenchman Maxime Raud
as the co-driver and the duo
will be piloting a Toyota Land
Cruiser HZJ78.

The race format consists of 14
days of racing, divided into 12
stages. The marathon 48-hour
“chrono” stage will be 950 km
long. Five stages will feature
separate routes for cars and
bikes and there will be one
mass start stage.

This Dakar promises more
navigation and a classic run
with 94 cars in the fray with
36 rookies and is being treat-
ed as a learning debut for the
Indian speed maestro from
Pune, who intends to make
a mark among the rookies.
The ‘86 to 98 low average
class driver will be on a 722
number car, the only car from
India in Dakar 2025.

portance of the platform to ad-
vocate for better infrastructure,
fair opportunities, and support
systems for athletes across Asia.

“It is an honour to represent
India as a member of the Ath-
letes’ Commission in Asian Box-
ing. This is a vital platform to
ensure that athletes’ voices are
heard and prioritised in the de-
cision-making process. My focus
will be on advocating for better
training infrastructure, fair op-
portunities, and robust support
systems throughout Asia that
empower boxers to excel on the
global stage,” she said.

BFI officials Narender Ku-
mar Nirwan and DP Bhatt will
serve on the Constitution and
Sports & Competition Commis-
sions, respectively, while Dr
Karanjeet Singh will join the
Medical Commission.

The announcement comes a
week after India was awarded
the hosting rights of the World
Boxing Cup Final in Novem-
ber 2025. The country will also
simultaneously host he World
Boxing Congress.

The development comes amid
the International Olympic Com-
mittee’s (IOC) repeated threats
to exclude boxing from the 2028
Olympics unless national fed-
erations move away from the
suspended International Box-
ing Association (IBA) and form
a new governing body.

Mohammedan SC, OF(
settle for goalless draw

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Dec 27: Moham-
medan SC held Odisha FC to
a goalless draw to break their
five-game losing streak in the
Indian Super League here Fri-
day.

Odisha FC dominated the
proceedings at the Kishore
Bharati Krirangan for most
part of the game but couldn’t
manage a single shot on tar-
get, while the home side had a
couple of shots at the goal but
without any success.

Mohammedan SC got their
first clear goal-scoring oppor-
tunity in the seventh minute
when Alexis Gomez picked up
the ball from a set-piece and
hurled in a cross for Joe Zo-
herliana at the centre of the
box, which the latter ended up
heading over the crossbar.

Seven minutes later, Bikash
Singh set up a chance for Go-
mez, who shot it past the left
side of the goal from outside
of the 18-yard box. Gomez con-
tinued to stay in the centre of
the action, as his presence in
the final third was central to
Mohammedan SC producing
opportunities.

He crossed the ball in for Lal-
remsanga Fanai in the middle
of the box, whose shot in the
20th minute lacked precision.

Fanai interlinked again with
Gomez 15 minutes later, and
the latter took a heavy touch
but smashed the ball from con-
siderable distance. The effort
required Amrinder Singh to
make a quick save to keep the
scores level.

Odisha FC were struggling
to get their grip on the pro-
ceedings but got a formidable
chance in the 54th minute,
courtesy of a free-kick from
Hugo Boumous.
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