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Tough childhood Biden bids farewell Trade defi cit narrows Historic victory 
Actor Bhumi Pednekar 
reveals she got bullied in 
school as she didn’t look 
like other popular girls

President Joe Biden prepares to 
hand over power to Prez-elect 
Donald Trump and exit politics 
after a decadeslong career

Trade defi cit narrows to 
$21.94 billion after last 
month’s shocking surge 
to a lifetime high 

India complete a whitewash of 
Ireland with a massive 304-run win 
in women’s ODI after amassing 
their highest-ever total of 435
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Listen up! The pension is only for 
those jailed during the 

Emergency... the declared one

BOOSTING SECURITY: An Indian Navy personnel aboard INS Surat ahead of its commissioning ceremony, in Mumbai. INS Surat along with INS Nilgiri and INS Vagsheer was commissioned 
Wednesday at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai in the presence of PM Narendra Modi (REPORT P9) PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 15: Meta 
India Wednesday apologised 
for CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s 
remarks that the incumbent 
government in India lost pow-
er in the 2024 elections due to 
its handling of the Covid-19 
pandemic and termed it an 
“inadvertent error”.

The apology came within 
days of Union Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw slamming re-
marks made by Zuckerberg as 
misinformation, and asserting 
that Meta must uphold facts 
and credibility.

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey, 
who heads the Parliament’s 
Standing Committee on 
Communications and Infor-
mation Technology, made it 
clear that the panel will sum-
mon Meta over Zuckerberg’s 
comments.

Meta India’s Vice President 
Shivnath Thukral took to X 
Wednesday to tender an apol-
ogy on behalf of the company.

“Dear Honourable Minister 
@AshwiniVaishnaw, Mark’s 
observation that many incum-
bent parties were not re-elect-
ed in 2024 elections holds true 
for several countries, BUT not 
India. We would like to apolo-
gise for this inadvertent error. 
India remains an incredibly 
important country for @Meta 
and we look forward to being 
at the heart of its innovative 
future,” he wrote.

Vaishnaw, earlier this week, 
had called out the remarks 
made by Zuckerberg on the Joe 
Rogan podcast.

“Mr Zuckerberg’s claim 
that most incumbent gov-
ernments, including India, 
in 2024 elections, lost post-
COVID is factually incorrect,” 
Vaishnaw had said in a post 
on X January 13.

“As the world’s largest de-
mocracy, India conducted the 
2024 elections with over 640 
million voters. People of India 
reaffi rmed their trust in NDA 
led by PM @narendramodi Ji’s 
leadership,” said Vaishnaw, who 
is Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting as well as IT.

'INADVERTENT ERROR'
Meta apologises
for Zuck’s remarks
on India elections

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore/New Delhi, Jan 
15: Ahead of the National Start-
up Day Thursday, two Indian 
space start-ups -- Pixxel and 
Digantara -- Wednesday an-
nounced the launch of their sat-
ellites onboard a SpaceX rock-
et to closely monitor the earth 
and objects orbiting around it, 
marking a new era for the pri-
vate fi rms in the space sector.

Pixxel became the fi rst pri-
vate company in India to have 
its own constellation of satel-
lites using the cutting-edge hy-
per-spectral frequency that al-
lows observation of the earth in 

over 150 bands, a technology that 
is useful in sectors as diverse as 
agriculture and defence.

Digantara Aerospace an-
nounced the launch of the 
world’s fi rst commercial satel-
lite - Space Camera for Object 
Tracking (SCOT) - for surveil-
lance of objects as small as 5cm 
orbiting the earth to ensure saf-
er space operations.

Surveillance of outer space 
or Situational Space Aware-

ness (SSA) is important to en-
sure the safety of spacecraft as 

orbits around the earth become 
crowded with artifi cial satel-
lites as well as space debris.

Pixxel’s three Firefl ies, cur-
rently the world’s highest-res-
olution commercial-grade hy-
perspectral satellites, are six 
times sharper than the 30-metre 
standard and are capable of cap-
turing fi ne details previously in-
visible to conventional systems.

“For the fi rst time a 5-me-
tre hyperspectral is available. 
That is what makes it unique, 
not just in India, but globally,” 

Pixxel co-founder and CEO 
Awais Ahmed told PTI.

Pixxel plans to launch three 
more Firefl y satellites over the 
next two months and follow it 
up with 18 more in future.

Digantara CEO Anirudh 
Sharma said SCOT aimed to 
enhance space safety, optimise 
traffi c management and bolster 
national security initiatives.

From the sun-synchronous 
orbit, SCOT will track objects 
in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) with 
greater effi ciency than existing 
sensors, which are constrained 
by weather conditions, geo-
graphic limitations and re-
stricted fi elds of view.

NATIONAL STARTUP DAY

Indian startups make strides in space
PIXXEL, DIGANTARA LAUNCH CUTTING-EDGE SATELLITES TO MONITOR EARTH, SPACE OBJECTS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: Fol-
lowing the implementation 
of the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020 in all 
state-run universities and 
affiliated colleges, the state 
government Wednesday an-
nounced the policy’s rollout 
in schools across the state, 
aligning with the Nation-
al Curriculum Framework 
while also incorporating 
local context.

“After careful consideration, 

in the interest of strengthen-
ing the educational system in 
the state, the government is 
pleased to order that the Na-
tional Education Policy 2020, 
as issued by the Ministry of 
Education (MoE), Government 
of India, will be implemented 
in the state of Odisha,” read 
the notifi cation issued by the 
School and Mass Education 
department.

The notification further 
stated that the National Cur-
riculum Framework, with lo-
cal contextualisation, would 

be adopted as the state’s cur-
riculum framework. 

This means that the curricu-
lum will follow national guide-
lines but will also take into 
account the specifi c needs and 
culture of Odisha, ensuring a 
more relevant and engaging 
education for students.

Notably, the state govern-
ment had, in November last 
year, announced the imple-
mentation of the NEP in all 
state-run universities and 
affiliated colleges from the 
current academic year. 

NEP implementation in schools

NEW DELHI: Ahead of the 
Delhi Assembly polls, the 
Union Home Ministry has 
granted sanction to the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) to 
prosecute former Delhi chief 
minister and AAP national 
convenor Arvind Kejriwal in 
the excise policy linked money 
laundering case, offi cials said. 
The federal agency has fi led a 
chargesheet against the 56-year-
old politician before a special 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) court here 
last year after arresting him in 
March. The Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) has recently 
granted the required sanction 
to the ED for prosecuting Ke-
jriwal under the anti-money 
laundering law in the Delhi 
excise policy case, offi cials 
said. Kejriwal has been made 
made an accused in his per-
sonal capacity as well as in the 
capacity of being the national 
convenor of his political party 
AAP. The former chief minister 
was called the kingpin and key 
conspirator of the Delhi excise 
scam by the ED.  P9

ED gets MHA nod to 
prosecute Kejriwal

Bhubaneswar: Rituals at 
Lingaraj Temple, which re-
mained suspended for the 
last three days following a 
scuffle between two groups of 
servitors over Makar Sank-
ranti tradition, is set to re-
sume after the dispute was 
resolved Wednesday evening. 
The ‘Brahmin Nijog’ and ‘Ba-
du Nijog’ had disagreements 
over various ritualistic du-
ties resulting in the standoff 
since Monday evening.Due 
to the disruption of rituals 
in the temple, the deity was 
not offered ‘bhoga’, and Ma-
kar Sankranti ceremonies 
were also not observed in the 
11th-century shrine. Express-
ing concern over the issue, 
law minister Prithviraj Har-
ichandan held a meeting with 
representatives of different 
servitor groups of the temple 
earlier in the day and directed 
to hold a meeting of Lingaraj 
Temple Trust Board on an 
emergency basis to discuss 
the issue.  P3

LINGARAJ SERVITORS’ 
DISPUTE RESOLVED

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Doha, Jan 15: Israel and 
Hamas agreed to a ceasefi re 
deal, mediators announced 
Wednesday, pausing a dev-
astating 15-month war in the 
Gaza Strip and raising the 
possibility of winding down 
the deadliest and most destruc-
tive fi ghting between the bitter 
enemies.

The deal, coming after 
weeks of painstaking negoti-
ations in the Qatari capital, 
promises the release of dozens 
of hostages held by Hamas in 
phases, the release of hun-
dreds of Palestinian prisoners 
in Israel and would allow hun-
dreds of thousands of people 
displaced in Gaza to return to 
what remains of their homes. 
It also would fl ood badly need-
ed humanitarian aid into a 
devastated territory.

Three offi cials from the US 
and one from Hamas confi rmed 
that a deal had been reached, 
while a senior Israeli offi cial 
said details are still being 
ironed out.

All three US offi cials re-
quested anonymity to discuss 
the contours of the deal before 

the offi cial announcement by 
mediators in Doha.

President Joe Biden was 
preparing to address the break-
through agreement later Thurs-
day, offi cials said.

Any agreement still needs to 
be approved by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
Cabinet, but is expected to go 
into effect in the coming days.

The deal is expected to de-
liver an initial six-week halt 
to fi ghting that is to be accom-
panied by the opening of ne-
gotiations on ending the war 
altogether.

Over six weeks, 33 of the 
nearly 100 hostages are to be 
reunited with their loved ones 
after months in captivity with 
no contact with the outside 
world, though it’s unclear if 
all are alive.

It remained unclear exactly 
when and how many displaced 
Palestinians would be able to 
return to what remains of 
their homes and whether the 
agreement would lead to a 
complete end to the war and 
the full withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from Gaza — key Hamas 
demands for releasing the re-
maining captives.

Israel, Hamas fi nally
agree for ceasefi re

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Jan 15: Protection 
of Royal Bengal Tigers (RBTs) 
at Similipal Tiger Reserve 
(STR) in Mayurbhanj district 
has emerged as a big challenge 
for the Forest department per-
sonnel as there is no let-up in 
poaching of national animal 
despite presence of AI camer-
as, watchtowers, strict surveil-
lance measures, and multi-lay-
ered security arrangements in 
the national park.

Hunters have been targeting 
not only regular tigers but al-
so the melanistic ones, which 
are known for their distinc-
tive black coat and exclusive-
ly found in Similipal wildlife 
sanctuary. Concerns about ti-
ger safety resurfaced after the 
seizure of a black tiger hide 

Wednesday, exposing chinks in 
the current security measures.

While the government has 
been implementing extensive 
measures to ensure tiger safety, 
animal rights activists have ex-
pressed deep concern over the 
precarious state of the stripped 
animal. According to 2023 Tiger 
Census, Similipal is home to 27 
adult RBTs and 12 cubs, includ-
ing 16 melanistic ones. 

A Forest department em-
ployee, requesting anonymi-
ty, revealed that three RBTs 
have been poached in the past 
one year. The poachers had re-
portedly skinned one tiger and 
smuggled its hide. Forest per-
sonnel recovered the mutilated 
tiger’s head, claws, and teeth 
and arrested the accused per-
sons, who were later produced 
in the court. However, the de-

partment allegedly tried to hush 
up the incident by fi ling a frivo-
lous case. The incident occurred 
in Jenabil forest range but was 

reportedly registered under 
Dukura range to cover it up.

In another recent case, the 
Forest department seized a ti-

ger hide and arrested suspects, 
including a doctor, who were 
produced in the court for pros-
ecution.

Bhanu Mitra Acharya, an 
independent director of Odisha 
Forest Development Corpora-
tion (OFDC) and former honor-
ary wildlife warden, expressed 
concern as the Forest depart-
ment’s security plans, fraught 
with modernisation challenges, 
were rendered ineffective. 

The seizure of three tiger 
hides in the last six months 
has raised question marks on 
the effi ciency of the depart-
ment. Acharya stressed the 
need for stricter patrolling by 
forest staff, suggesting that pa-
trolling on foot in forest paths 
could help apprehend poachers 
and prevent illegal poaching ac-
tivities.

Similipal big cats under threat
MELANISTIC TIGER HIDE SEIZED; 4 HELD
Forest offi cials have arrested four people 

from Similipal after seizure of the skin and 
nails of a juvenile melanistic Royal Bengal 
Tiger from their possession, a senior offi cial 
said Wednesday. The arrest and seizure were 
made Sunday during the crackdown by the 
special enforcement wing of Similipal South 
Wildlife Division, at Tentula and Balighat vil-
lages within limits of the Udala Police Station 
under Baripada Forest Division, STR Field 
Director, Prakash Chand Gogineni, said. The 
case is under investigation and other people linked to the incident are abscond-
ing, Gogineni said the state-level Joint Task Force (JTF) is supporting the Similipal 
team in a thorough investigation into the matter. He said the four accused held in 
the case were produced before the court January 13 and sent to jail. The accused 
are residents of Tentala village under the jurisdiction of the Udala Police Station, 
he said. The four were arrested while attempting to negotiate the sale of the tiger 
skin. Sources said that the seizure of the tiger skin was followed by the arrest of 
some people in Balasore district recently and tiger claws were recovered from 
them. The interrogation of the people arrested in Balasore reportedly led to the 
seizure of the tiger skin, sources said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 15: In a signif-
icant move, the US Wednesday 
removed restrictions on three 
Indian nuclear entities, over a 
week after NSA Jake Sullivan 
announced that Washington 
was fi nalising steps to remove 
hurdles for civil nuclear part-
nership between Indian and 
American fi rms.

The three entities are Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre 
(BARC), Indira Gandhi Atomic 
Research Centre (IGCAR) and 
the Indian Rare Earths (IRE), 
according to the US Bureau of 
Industry and Security (BIS).

In an address at the IIT-Delhi 
last week, Sullivan said the US 
will remove regulations that 
have prevented cooperation 
between Indian nuclear entities 
and American companies.

The removal of the three key 
Indian entities is being seen as 
an attempt by the outgoing Biden 
administration to facilitate the 
implementation of the landmark 
India-US civil nuclear pact that 
was sealed 16 years back. The 
move comes fi ve days ahead of 
Donald Trump’s inauguration 
as the 47th President of the US.

India and the US unveiled an 
ambitious plan to cooperate in 
civil nuclear energy in July 2005 
following then Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh’s meeting 
with then American President 
George W Bush.

US drops curbs on 
3 Indian N-entities

Offi ce of Israeli PM, however, said ceasefi re deal was still not 
reached, adding that fi nal details were being sorted out



Mum-
bai: It 
seems like 
veteran ac-
tress Manisha 
Koirala is living 
her life to the fullest. 
Aside from entertaining 
fans with her mag-
netic on-screen 
presence, 
the Heera-
mandi 
actress 
also 
keeps 
on top 
of her 
social 
media 
game. 
She re-
cently took to 
her Instagram han-
dle and dropped a couple 
of exciting photos from one of her pro-
ductive days. 

In one of the pictures, she can be seen soak-
ing in the winter sun in stylish attire. Mean-
while, another still has Manisha working 
on her laptop while enjoying a beverage. 
The last still shows her facing the cam-
era with a small backpack, suggesting she 
might be heading off for another getaway 
soon. Shelling out her life mantra, Man-
isha wrote in the caption, “Setting a goal 
each day..”

Prior to this, the Bom-
bay actress took to her 
offi cial IG and posted 
snaps from her trail 
in Nepal. Additional-
ly, the actress also 
paid a visit to the 
Ghandruk Museum. 

For the unversed, 
Manisha was diag-
nosed with ovari-
an cancer back in 
2012. The actress 
has focused 
on leading a 
healthy 
life ever 
since.
IANS
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Mumbai: The wait is fi nally over! Nora Fatehi has joined forces with American singer Jason 
Derulo for the much-anticipated song, Snake.

Making the exciting announcement on social media, Nora shared the fi rst look 
poster of Snake on her offi cial Insta- gram handle, along with a 

caption that read, “Snake 16.01.25.” Meanwhile, the 
makers have also unveiled the gripping teas-

er of the track. The captivating visuals of 
the teaser suggest that Snake will not 

just be a song, but a global phenomenon in the making.
Reacting to the post, thrilled fans penned comments such as “The duo world isn’t 
ready for!!”, “It will be the bomb of the season.”, and “Woww waiting”, among others.

If the previews are any hint, Snake is expected to be set in a magical 
and mysterious world. While Nora poses in a white dress, with 

shimmery makeup and braided hairdo, Jason Derulo 
accompanies her in a rugged denim jacket.

Snake will mark Nora’s entry into the American 
mainstream music scene. This association 

will bring to- gether Derulo’s signature pop 
style with Nora’s Bollywood 
fl air. IANS

Mumbai: Bhumi Pednekar’s journey into the 
world of fi lms is inspirational. From a young 
age, she decided she wasn’t going to follow 
the conventional path.  “When I was young-
er, I got bullied in school because I didn’t 
look the way the popular girls in school 
looked," she said at a recent event. “That’s 
when I had decided that I may not be the 
conventional ‘pretty’ that people have set 
the standards for, but I will break those 
boundaries.”

This sense of determination has stayed 
with her throughout her life. Bhumi 

didn’t have a clear way into the fi lm 
industry, being a complete outsider. 
She began behind the scenes, work-
ing in Yash Raj Films for six years. 
“I didn’t know how to get into the 
world of fi lms,” she admitted.

“It was destiny that I got my 
fi rst job in a casting department. 
That wasn’t part of my plan. It 
was my destiny,” Bhumi re-
called. Once she had her foot 
in the door, she set a clear goal. 
“I decided that I will conduct 
every audition so well that di-
rectors will start asking me to 
become an actor, and I’ll say, 
‘No, no, sir, not me.’ I was hop-
ing that they would convince 
me so much that I would even-
tually say yes. And thats exact-
ly what happened,” she shared. 

Bhumi’s career is a result of 
determination, both as a pro-
fessional and as someone who’s 
constantly redefi ning what 
success and beauty look like.
AGENCIES

Today, most of your time is 
likely to be taken up by fam-
ily affairs domestic. You would be getting 
together with your family members and 
discuss related issues and solutions. The 
time so spent will be fruitful and satisfy-
ing. New employment opportunities are 
expected to come your way. Avenues of 
additional income could be in store.

Today, you will be emotional 
and practical at the same 
time. Academically, you will 
be at the top of your game. People around 
you will be swept away by your charming 
and intelligent ways. By evening, you will 
divert your mind towards beautifying 
your home, feels Ganesha.

A busy mind has no time 
for a hungry stomach. This 
phrase seems to have be-
come your motto for the day as the stars 
dictate every possibility of you staying 
extremely busy with work. This might 
kill your appetite in the afternoon, warns 
Ganesha. But rest assured, the cravings 
will return in the evening and push you 
towards the idea of an elaborate dinner. 

You will be a lot more selfl ess 
and giving today than most 
people have known you to be, 
feels Ganesha. Later in the day, you will 
reap the profi ts of the work you may have 
done with a partner or a friend. Evening 
may be a cocktail of business and pleasure 
as you attend or host a social gathering 
with friends, family and co-workers.

The power of your personality 
will be under the scanner 
today, feels Ganesha. At 
work, you will be occupied with looking 
for solutions to pending problems. Your 
creative outlook and innovation will help 
you fi nd a way out of diffi cult situations. 
It is the most favourable day for getting 
the support of your colleagues or superi-
ors, says Ganesha.

Chances are high that you will 
be isolated and left to fend for 
yourself. Your resourcefulness 
and enterprising nature may be tested by 
an unpleasant situation. Seeking Ganesha’s 
blessings can make all the difference.

Nothing as melodramatic as a 
Bollywood saga, but you will 
pour your heart out in front 
of your family members, letting out your 
fears, concerns, regrets and every other 
feeling that has been building up inside 
you over the years, says Ganesha. The 
second half of the day will fi nd you high 
on energy, and you will go that extra mile 
to interact with your peers. 

Today, you may fi nally 
appreciate the beauty of that 
valuable piece of abstract art 
in your living room! You have fi ne taste, 
but sometimes forget to see things from 
the heart. Your sensitivity is at an all-time 
high, says Ganesha, and consequently, 
you may even get touchy today.

You are likely to achieve a 
goal you have been slaving 
over for the past some time. 
However, keep your celebrations muted, 
for merely winning a battle does not win 
the war, says Ganesha.

It’s smooth sailing for you to-
day. Your eloquence shall take 
precedence, and your accomplishments as 
a person of words will foreshadow your real 
achievements. But there is nothing wrong 
in that. Let your eloquence win everyone's 
hearts, including colleagues. You shall 
be able to sort out and complete pending 
projects by the end of the day. 

It is highly probable that today 
you will recognise the impor-
tance of time in your profession. You will 
realise how long was the time that you wast-
ed cribbing about how short is the deadline 
for the work allotted to you. Now that the 
deadline is approaching, you will learn that 
crying foul has only wasted your time and 
you have no choice but to do your job. 

You continue to be a kind 
and cooperative person. You 
give generously and it pays 
back manifold, and today is one of those 
days. You will treat colleagues and sub-
ordinates like an extended family, and 
successfully mix business with pleasure. 
A rare ability, says Ganesha.
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leisure
M. SHYAMALAN FACING 
$81MN COPYRIGHT TRIAL 

HILARY DUFF OFFERS SHELTER 
TO MANDY MOORE’S FAMILY

Filmmaker M. Night Shyamalan is facing a 
trial over allegations that he copied from an 
independent fi lm to make the streaming show 
Servant. Francesca Gregorini, an Italy born 
director, is suing Shyamalan, alleging that the 
show stole key elements from her 2013 movie, 
The Truth About Emanuel.

Mandy Moore and her family are fi nding 
solace in the kindness of friends after losing 
their home to the ongoing wildfi res ravaging 
parts of Los Angeles. The family of the actress 
and singer sought refuge with Hilary Duff and 
her husband Matthew Koma, following the 
destruction caused by the LA wildfi res.
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SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Bhumi’s 
fortitude

Nora enters US 
music scene

Manisha 
shares her 
life mantra

Members of Dhenkanal-based drama troupe Alternative Rhythm Theatre (ART) performed Odia play Debadasi at Rabindra Mandap, Bhubaneswar. 
The play was written and directed by acclaimed theatre and Jatra personalityDinesh Dash.  

MANANA’S ANNUAL THEATRE FESTIVAL: DAY III

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK



P3 

downtown
THURSDAY | JANUARY 16, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

FOR A CAUSE
A Congress delegation meets 

CMC Commissioner Anam 
Charan Patra regarding 

alleged delay in execution of 
several projects in the Silver 

City, Wednesday

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi Wednesday launched an 
enhanced social security pen-
sion scheme for individuals 
aged 80 years and above, and 
those with disability of 80 per 
cent or above.

According to sources at the 
Chief Minister’s Offi ce (CMO), 
the benefi ciaries, who were 
receiving `1,200 a month, will 
now get `3,500. The scheme 
will benefi t 4,17,496 people 
across the state, the sources 
added.

Majhi launched the initia-
tive at a function held at Dha-
ranidhar University Ground 
in Keonjhar and distributed 
the enhanced social security 
pension to a few benefi ciaries 
on the occasion.

Highlighting the signifi -
cance of the initiative, the 
Chief Minister said the hiked 
pension is a step towards en-
suring dignity and fi nancial 

security for our elderly and 
differently-abled population. 
“We have launched the scheme 
in Keonjhar today, and it will 
soon be extended to all other 
districts,” Majhi said.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of respecting senior 
citizens, differently-abled in-
dividuals and the helpless, the 
Chief Minister said, “A society 
that respects and admires its 
senior citizens and vulnerable 
members is an ideal society.” 

Majhi said all benefi cia-
ries, including those under 
National Social Assistance 
Programme and Madhu Babu 

Pension Scheme, will receive 
the enhanced pension.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of his government, Ma-
jhi said, “Our government has 
been in power for only seven 
months, and during this time, 
we have taken several signif-
icant steps for the welfare of 
the people.”

Two days ago, an agree-
ment was signed to implement 
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana in 
the state which will provide 
better healthcare facilities to 
the poor and needy.

The Chief Minister also an-
nounced plans to establish a 
mega steel plant in Keonjhar, 
with the agreement expected to 
be signed during the ‘Utkarsh 
Odisha – Make in Odisha Con-
clave 2025’ in Bhubaneswar at 
the end of this month.

He added that the state 
government is committed to 
setting up industries not only 
in Keonjhar but across all dis-
tricts of Odisha.

PNN & AGENCIES 

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: Ritu-
als at Lingaraj Temple which 
remained suspended for the last 
three days following a scuffl e 
between two groups of servitors 
over Makar Sankranti tradition 
is set to resume after the dis-
pute was resolved Wednesday 
evening.

The ‘Brahmin Nijog’ and ‘Ba-
du Nijog’ had disagreements 
over various ritualistic duties 
resulting in the standoff since 
Monday evening.

Due to the disruption of rit-
uals in the temple, the deity 
was not offered ‘Bhoga’, and 
Makar Sankranti ceremonies 
were also not observed in the 
11th century shrine.

Expressing concern over the 
issue, Law Minister Prithviraj 

Harichandan held a meeting 
with representatives of dif-
ferent servitor groups of the 
temple earlier in the day and 
directed to hold a meeting of 
Lingaraj Temple Trust Board 
on an emergency basis to dis-
cuss the issue.

Accordingly, a meeting of 
the board was held under the 
chairmanship of Khurda dis-
trict Collector Chanchal Rana, 
where the servitors agreed to 
resume the rituals.

Speaking to reporters, the 
Collector said, “A detailed dis-
cussion on the unfortunate in-
cident (halting of rituals) was 
held with the heads of different 
servitor groups. It was decided 
in the meeting that the rituals 
of the temple will be resumed 
immediately with the coopera-
tion of all stakeholders.”

The Additional District Mag-
istrate (ADM) has been asked 
to conduct a detailed inquiry 
into the incident and submit 
the report in 24 hours, he said.

“Those who are involved in 
the incident and tried to ag-
gravate it would be taken to 
task. We will issue show-cause 
notices to those found guilty in 
the inquiry report and suspend 
them,” the Collector informed.

Rana said the suspension 
was minimum punishment. 

“If needed, the government will 
revoke the landed property of 
the temple allocated to the ser-
vitors involved in the dispute,” 
he added.

The Collector further said 
the temple administration will 
monitor the conduct of rituals 
of Lord Lingaraj on a daily ba-
sis.

Earlier in the day, after hold-
ing the meeting, the Law Min-
ister said there are some anom-
alies in the Record of Rights of 
the temple. Therefore, a judi-
cial commission headed by a 
retired High Court judge will 
be formed to prepare a draft 
Record of Rights for conduct of 
various rituals by the different 
servitor groups in two months. 

The Endowment Commission 
will implement the Record of 
Rights at the temple so that 
there will be no disturbance 
among servitor groups in fu-
ture, he added.

“If there is any issue, the 
servitors should bring it to the 
notice of the Trust Board. If 
anyone halts the rituals of Lord 
Lingaraj, we will take strong 
action,” warned the Minister.

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Barang, Jan 15: Tiger popu-
lation at Nandankanan Zoolog-
ical Park (NZP) here reduced 
to 27 as a white tiger cub died 
during treatment Wednesday. 
This apart, a doe (female deer) 
housed in the deer enclosure 
also died on the same day.

Sources at NZP said the tiger 
cub, born just two and a half 
months ago, had been unwell 
for quite some time. The cub 
was showing signs of weak-
ness and refusing to feed on 
its mother’s milk. It would of-
ten lie in a corner, displaying 
lethargic behaviour. The exact 
cause of the death can be ascer-
tained once the post-mortem 
report comes, said the sources. 

Upon noticing its deterio-

rating condition, the zoo au-
thorities moved the cub to the 
Animal Care Unit, where it 
received treatment. However, 
it died there. 

The deceased cub’s mother, 
Roopa, a white tigress, gave 
birth to four cubs November 
2, 2024—three white and one 
with normal coloration. With 
this death, the tiger population 
at Nandankanan has reduced 
to 27, comprising 14 males, 10 
females, and three cubs.

In another incident, a doe 
(female deer) housed in the 
deer enclosure also died. The 
animal suddenly fell ill while 
roaming and was immediately 
attended to by veterinary staff-
ers. However, their efforts to 
save the doe proved futile, and 
it died later in the day.

The post-mortem reports of 
both animals are awaited to 
determine the exact cause of 
the deaths. The back-to-back 
deaths have raised concern 
among the authorities, prompt-
ing an assessment of the situa-
tion to prevent further loss of 
wildlife at the zoo.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: BJD 
leader and former MLA Dipa-
li Das Wednesday urged the 
state government to clarify its 
position on a CBI probe into 
the murder of her father Naba 
Kishore Das allegedly by a po-
liceman January 29, 2023.

"In the last Assembly ses-
sion, two BJP legislators 
raised the issue and a section 
of the media and social media 
are questioning why I am not 
demanding a CBI probe. As a 
daughter, I am hurt by such 
allegations. My question to 
the Mohan Majhi government 
is will it conduct a CBI probe? 
Fingers are being pointed 
at our family. Will the gov-
ernment stand with us?" she 
asked.

"I appeal to the CM to meet 
our family, discuss the matter 
and then take further action," 
Dipali told a group of television 
reporters.

Asked whether the family 
demands a CBI probe into the 
murder case, Dipali said, "Does 
the government need a letter 
from us for this?"

Several calls to contact her 
over phone by PTI remained 
unanswered. Dipali, who was 
elected as an MLA from Jhar-
suguda in a bypoll following 
the killing of her father, said 
her family is facing mental 
harassment due to such allega-
tions. She lost the seat to BJP 
candidate Tankadhar Tripathy 
in the 2024 Assembly polls.

The government is yet to re-
act on Dipali's remarks.

CM launches enhanced 
social security pension

More than 4 
lakh elderly and 
differently-abled 
people, who were 
earlier receiving 
`1,200, will get
 `3,500 a month

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: A 
POCSO court here Wednesday 
awarded a three-year rigorous 
imprisonment (RI) to a man af-
ter holding him guilty of sexually 
abusing a minor girl under Khan-
dagiri police limits in the City in 
2019. “The court also slapped a 
penalty of `5,000 on the convict, 
Padmanav Jena. Failure to pay 
the penalty would entail an addi-
tional three-month of jail term,” 
Special Public Prosecutor Rajib 

Sasmal said.
Sasmal said the victim and 

Padmanav were neighbours. 
And Padmanav frequently vis-
ited her house.

“On March 8, 2019, the girl’s 
father and brother were away. 
Finding her alone, Padmanav 
sexually abused the minor. The 
girl’s elder sister, who was tak-
ing a shower, suddenly came out 
of the washroom and managed to 
overpower Padmanav,” Sasmal 
said, adding that soon, Padma-
nav was handed over to police. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Puri, Jan 15: A Suarbadu ser-
vitor, who fell ill at Srimandir, 
was pronounced dead at a hos-
pital here Wednesday.

According to sources, Jagan-
nath Sunathali was perform-
ing rituals at the 12th century 
shrine in the afternoon when 
he complained of chest pain 
and fell unconscious. 

Soon, he was given CPR and 
rushed to the Sadar hospital, 
where doctors declared him 
‘brought dead’. Cardiac arrest 
is stated to be the cause of the 
servitor’s death.

White tiger cub, doe 
perish in City zoo

A judicial commission, headed by a retired High Court 
judge, will be formed to prepare a draft Record of 

Rights for conduct of various rituals by the different 
servitor groups in two months, says Law Minister 

Prithviraj Harichandan

Clarify stand on 
CBI probe: Dipali 

Man gets 3-year RI for 
sexually abusing minor

SERVITOR DIES

Lingaraj row ends; rituals to resume

EXPOSURE TRIP: Dharitri and Orissa POST Editor Tathagata Satpathy and Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy with Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC), Dhenkanal students on the 
publications’ offi ce premises in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday   PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Jan 15: The Orissa 
High Court Wednesday com-
muted the death sentence of 
nine persons convicted for 
killing three members of a 
family on suspicion of prac-
tising witchcraft in Rayagada 
district in 2016.

A division bench of justices 
Sangam Kumar Sahoo and 
Radha Krishna Pattanaik also 
ordered the state government 
to pay `30 lakh as assistance to 
the victims’ kin under Odisha 
Victim Compensation Scheme 
2018 within four weeks. The con-
victs were identifi ed as Degunu 
Sabara, Dasuntu Sabara, Ajanta 
Sabara, Podantu Sabara, Dalasa 
Sabara, Malaku Sabara, Bubu-
na Sabara, Lakia Sabara and Iru 
Sabara, while the victims Asina 
Sabara, his wife Amabaya, and 
their daughter Asamani.

According to the case details, 
the convicts forcibly dragged the 
trio out of their house in Kitum 
village under Putasingh police 
limits in Rayagada district and 
took them to a nearby cowshed 
where they brutally assaulted 
the three September 9, 2016 on 
suspicion of practising witch-
craft. As a result of the assault 
the three died. They then burnt 
the bodies to obliterate evidence.

The Rayagada District 
and Sessions Court had pro-
nounced death sentence to the 
nine. However, the convicts 
moved the HC challenging the 
lower court order. 

HC commutes 9 convicts’ capital
punishment to life imprisonment AGENCIES

Phulbani, Jan 15: Two per-
sons were injured in separate 
leopard attacks in Mahipur 
forest area of Nayagarh dis-
trict, an official said Wednes-
day.

Pabitra Kumar Parida, for-
ester of Gumi section, said 
Pramod Sahu from Karchu-
li village was attacked by a 
leopard while returning home 
Tuesday afternoon. Similarly, 
Saju Nayak from Sudrungi 
village, was also attacked by 
a leopard outside his home 
around 8pm on the same day, 
Parida said.

Both were admitted to the 
DHH in Nayagarh and are 
reported to be stable, sources 
said. “We are investigating 
both the cases. According to 
preliminary inquiry, the in-
juries were caused by a leop-
ard,” Parida said.

Two injured in 
leopard attack PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jajpur, Jan 15: A 22-year-old 
woman staged a dharna in front 
of her lover’s locked residence 
in Jajpur district Wednesday, 
alleging that she was sexually 
exploited by the youth, who re-
neged on his promise to marry 
her.

The woman also lodged a 
complaint with the police ac-
cusing her 25-year-old lover 
of taking cash and jewellery 
worth several lakhs of rupees 
from her.

A police offi cer said that they 
initiated an investigation into 
the matter and started a man-
hunt for the accused man and 
his family.

The drama unfolded Tuesday 
night after the woman and her 
lover returned to their village 
under Panikoili police station 
from New Delhi where they 
were staying together since 
last month. 

The duo had eloped and went 
to the national capital after the 
man’s family objected to their 
marriage proposal.

Police said the man’s fam-
ily had recently asked 
them to come back 
to the village so 
that their wed-
ding could be 
arranged.

After 
the two 
returned 
Tuesday 
night and 
the wom-
an got down 
from the car, 
the vehicle sped 
away with her lover 
on board.

The woman fi rst went to her 
lover’s residence which was 
locked from outside. She then 
walked to her own house where 
her parents did not allow her to 
enter. With no option left, she 

staged a dharna in front of her 
lover’s house seeking justice for 
herself.

“He exploited me sexually, 
promising that he would 

marry me. He has 
also taken away 

`4 lakh in cash 
and gold orna-

ments worth 
over `3 
lakh from 
me. But 
he ditched 
me,” she 
alleged.

The po-
lice con-

vinced the 
woman to lodge a 

written complaint. 
“Based on the com-

plaint, we have registered a 
case and started an investiga-
tion. The accused and his family 
members have fl ed the village. 
We are looking for them,” said 
a police offi cial.

Woman stages dharna before lover’s house

The 
drama 

unfolded Tuesday 
night after the woman 

and her lover returned to 
their village under Panikoili 

police station from New 
Delhi where they were 

staying together 
since last 

month

NABA DAS MURDER
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: Mu-
nicipal Solid Waste (MSW) 
management has become a 
pressing concern amid rapid 
urbanisation, industrialisa-
tion, and population growth. 
Experts emphasised the need 
for effective waste management 
to safeguard public health, en-
sure environmental sustain-
ability, and enhance quality of 
life during a session titled Solid 
Waste Management: A Matter 
of Serious Concern, organised 
by the Orissa Environmental 
Society here Wednesday.

The programme was organ-
ised under the chairmanship 
of OES president Sundara 
Narayana Patro and working 
president Jaya Krushna Pan-
igrahi. Panelists including 
Ministry of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change (MoEF-

CC) former advisor Veerendra 
Pratap Upadhyay, SPCB former 
head of Bhubaneswar regional 
offi ce Hadibandhu Panigrahi 
and former chief environmen-
tal scientist Surjya Sankar 
Mishra joined the session.

Experts discussed in de-
tails about the existing rules, 
various provisions, proposed 
amendments and fi nally made 
certain suggestions that will 
be submitted to the Ministry 
of Environment for inclusion 
in the fi nal amendment.

A signifi cant portion of 
municipal solid waste (MSW) 
remains uncollected or inad-
equately managed, resulting 
in environmental issues like 
overfl owing landfi lls, water 
contamination, and air and soil 
pollution, experts noted.

In India, the waste manage-
ment process encompasses 
collection, segregation, trans-

portation, processing, and dis-
posal. 

However, it faces substan-
tial challenges due to limited 
infrastructure, low public 
awareness, and improper dis-
posal practices. The country 
generates over 62 million tons 

of waste annually, a number ex-
pected to rise with accelerating 
urbanisation.

According to a recent India 
Clean Air Network (ICAN) re-
port, Bhubaneswar produces 
500 tons of solid waste daily, in-
cluding 30 tons of plastic waste. 

The report highlights that the 
City’s waste composition con-
sists of 61.81 per cent biode-
gradables, 27.15 per cent inert 
materials, 7.8 per cent plastic 
and leather, and 1.25 per cent 
metal and glass.

“The City’s growing waste 
management crisis is exacer-
bated by challenges at major 
landfi ll sites and systemic in-
effi ciencies,” the report states.

To address such issues, the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest, 
and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 
introduced the ‘Municipal Solid 
Waste (Management and Han-
dling) Rules’ in 2000, providing 
guidelines for managing urban 
waste. These rules were revised 
in 2016 under the ‘Solid Waste 
Management Rules’ to enhance 
effi ciency and promote environ-
mentally friendly practices.

The key provisions of the 
rules include waste segregation 

at the source, door-to-door col-
lection, waste processing and 
recycling, extended producer 
responsibility and sanitary 
landfi lls for safe disposal of re-
sidual waste. 

The ‘Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion’ launched in 2014 aims to 
improve cleanliness and waste 
management in urban and ru-
ral areas, which promotes cre-
ation of waste-to-energy plants.

Despite these efforts, the 
success of MSW management 
in the country is hampered 
by factors such as inadequate 
infrastructure, lack of enforce-
ment of rules and insuffi cient 
public awareness. 

Keeping these in view, the 
MoEFCC is now carrying out 
further improvements in the 
form of Rules 2025 and has in-
vited suggestions from all the 
stakeholders to make them 
more effective.

Managing MSW to address growing environmental issues

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: Dep-
uty Chief Minister Pravati 
Parida called upon Nation-
al Commission for Women 
(NCW) chairperson Vijaya 
Kishore Rahatkar in New 
Delhi Wednesday.

Parida congratulated Ra-
hatkar for the new respon-
sibility and said, “Having 
known Vijaya Rahatkar for 
a long time, she has deep 
knowledge about the chal-
lenges faced by women.” 

Deputy CM Parida expressed 
confi dence in the success of the 
NCW in the fi eld of women’s 
empowerment, protection of 
rights and encouraging strong 

leadership.
Rahatkar took charge as 

chairperson of the NCW Oc-
tober 22, 2024. She is the ninth 
chairperson of the NCW and 
succeeds Rekha Sharma. 
Rahatkar emphasised her 
commitment to advancing 
women’s rights and ensuring 
justice for victims of gen-
der-based violence.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: The 
Bhubaneswar Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) Wednesday 
launched a WhatsApp chatbot 
application to enhance accessi-
bility and transparency in mu-
nicipal services.

The initiative, introduced 
in collaboration with IndusInd 
Bank and PeLocal Fintech Pri-
vate Limited, was formalised 
with the signing of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU). 
The chatbot will allow residents 
to access services such as prop-

erty tax payments, trade licenses, 
birth and death certifi cates, and 
grievance redressal.

Speaking at the MoU sign-
ing ceremony, BMC Mayor 
Sulochana Das highlighted the 
importance of smart solutions 
in fostering community partic-
ipation. “BMC is committed to 
providing better facilities for 
citizens through innovative tech-
nology,” she said.

As part of its digital push, 
BMC, in partnership with In-
dusInd Bank and EmerTech RnD 
Solutions Private Limited, also 
developed a Market and Vending 

Zone Rental Collection App.
The application is designed to 

streamline the rental collection 
process, ensuring effi ciency 
and transparency in managing 
municipal markets and vending 
zones.
General Council Meeting

At its 27th General Council 
meeting held Wednesday, the 
BMC announced the formation 
of seven Enforcement squads. 
These teams will focus on man-
aging street vending, removing 
encroachments, enforcing trade 
licenses, and implementing Odi-
sha Development Authorities 
(ODA) Act directives.

Mayor Sulochana Das urged 
corporators to identify land in 
their respective wards to reset-
tle vendors displaced during the 
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. 

The BMC also decided to re-
locate shopkeepers who have 
set up illegal roadside stalls 
to designated vending zones 
or newly planned neighbour-
hood markets.

“These steps aim to balance ur-
ban order and livelihood needs 
while ensuring proper use of 
public spaces,” said Das.

I, Shekh Sadik, S/o 
Late  Sekh Munna, 
resident of  Ward No.9, 
Chhatrapur, P.O./P.S.- 
Soro, Dist.-Balasore, 
Pin-756045 Odisha, 
declare  by this affi davit 
No.201 dated 15.01.2025 
that now onwards 
I shall be known as 
SHEKH SADIK for all 
future purposes.

By virtue of an affi davit 
before the Notary 
Public, Bhubaneswar 
on 15.01.2025, affi davit 
No. 195. I, Umakanta 
Mohapatra, S/o 
Ugrasen Swain, 
Village- Kuanrpur, 
p.o.-Kantapada, p.s.- 
Olatpur, Dist.- Cuttack, 
Odisha do hereby 
solemnly affi rm that my 
Matric (10th) documents 
and passport card name 
mentioned as Umakanta 
Mahapatra but all 
another documents 
name is mentioned as 
Umakanta Mohapatra. 
So I shall be known as 
Umakanta Mohapatra 
for all purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

I, Banalata Sahoo, 
W/o- Surendra Kumar 
Sahoo, R/o- At/
Po- Balaramprasad, 
Ps- Khandapada, Dist- 
Nayagarh, declare by 
an affi davit Sl.No.35, 
Dtd-10/01/2025 sworn 
before the Executive 
Magistrate Gania. I 
have lost the original 
Regd. Sale Deed No. 
909/2000, dt-18/10/2000. 
Inspite of  my best effort 
it couldn’t be traced out. 
If  anyone fi nds it please 
contact 9937716949.

LOST

Aaina’s Dhwani Film 
Festival from Oct 14
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: The 
10th edition of the Dhwani 
Film Festival will be held Oc-
tober 14 and 15, informed the 
festival chairperson Jitendra 
Kumar Biswal at a press meet 
here Wednesday.

Biswal, at the press confer-
ence highlighted the growing 
attention on the lives of differ-
ently- abled people in today’s 
world. He emphasised how 
advancements in technology 
and evolving societal rules are 
breaking barriers, enhancing 
accessibility, and empowering 
differently-abled individuals. 

The festival, organised by 
Aaina will showcase fi lms 
made by or about different-
ly-abled persons, focusing on 
their courage and triumphs. 
The 10th edition of the festival 
will highlight the empower-
ment and active involvement 
of differently-abled persons in 
various fi elds. 

“We aim to shift the nar-
rative by celebrating their 
strength, resilience, and 
achievements. Through these 
fi lms, we want to inspire au-
diences and showcase the full 
potential of differently-abled 
individuals,” Biswal said.

First state-level insurance
committee meeting held

Forum takes key steps to strengthen insurance ecosystem in Odisha

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: The 
fi rst meeting of the state-level 
insurance committee (SLIC) 
was held here Wednesday, 
chaired by Development Com-
missioner cum Additional 
Chief Secretary, Anu Garg.

During the meeting, Garg 
emphasised that SLIC should 
operate as a tripartite mecha-
nism involving the Insurance 
Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI), 
the state government, and in-
surance companies. She called 
for setting a gold standard in 
the insurance sector, akin to 

the SLBC in banking. SLIC’s 
role will include evaluating 
the state’s insurance coverage 

and suggesting measures to 
increase penetration, with the 
goal of achieving “Insurance 
for All” by 2036.

A key topic discussed was the 
poor claim settlement under the 
PM Fasal Bima Yojana. The 
committee expressed concern 
over this and directed the in-
surance companies to prior-
itise claim settlements. Garg 
also urged insurers to make 
insurance more accessible to 
the public by offering afford-
able products, bridging the 
trust gap between insurers 
and policyholders, and using 
technology-driven platforms, 
including AI, to speed up and 
maximize claim settlements. 
Additionally, a strong griev-
ance redressal mechanism 
was recommended to en-
hance the state’s insurance 
ecosystem.

The committee appointed 
Life Insurance Corporation 
(LIC) of India as the nodal 
lead insurer for SLIC from the 
four lead insurers appointed 
by IRDAI, including Bharti 
Axa Life, Shriram General 
Insurance, and Zurich Kotak 
General Insurance.

It was also decided to form 
relevant sub-committees to ad-
dress issues in various insur-
ance sectors such as Life, Crop, 
Motor, and Health insurance.

SLIC’s role will 
include evaluating 

the state’s 
insurance coverage 

and suggesting 
measures to increase 

penetration, with 
the goal of achieving 

“Insurance for All” 
by 2036

DREAMSCAPE 2024-25

Students perform a play on Buxi Jagabandhu at the 51st annual day celebration of BJEM School in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

BMC launches WhatsApp 
chatbot for citizen services

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 15: Health 
and Family Welfare (H&FW) de-
partment, under the chairman-
ship of department’s commis-
sioner-cum-secretary Aswathy 
S organised a review meeting 
on HMPV here Wednesday.

Previously, the state govern-
ment had advised not to panic 
or worry about the HMPV 
virus. Both Central and state 
governments and the World 
Health Organisation are keep-
ing a close eye on it. No effect of 

HMPV has been observed in the 
state, the secretary said.  

The state government is ful-
ly prepared for any eventuality, 
assured Aswathy S. All major 
institutions like Integrated Dis-
ease Surveillance Programme 

National Centre for Disease 
Control (IDSP NCDC), AIIMS 
Bhubaneswar, Regional Med-
ical Research Centre (RMRC) 
and ILS are keeping a close 
watch he added. 

Infections can be easily pre-

vented through widespread 
public awareness and precau-
tions. Therefore, the depart-
ment is requesting the public 
to pay special attention to 
personal and environmental 
cleanliness at all times. The 
secretary appealed to the pub-
lic saying, ‘Being aware is safe’. 

Health Services director Bi-
jaya Kumar Mohapatra, Pub-
lic Health director Nilakantha 
Mishra, Medical Education and 
Training director Santosh Ku-
mar Mishra were present in the 
review meeting.

H&FW dept reviews HMPV preparedness

Dy CM Parida meets NCW chairperson

BPIA seizes `4cr marijuana
BHUBANESWAR: In a signifi cant bust, 
a joint operation by the Directorate of 
Revenue Intelligence (DRI) and Cus-
toms at Biju Patnaik International 
Airport (BPIA) led to the seizure of 
3.9 kg of marijuana, valued at ap-
proximately `4 crore. A Kerala man 
was arrested in connection with 
the case. The passenger, who had 
arrived on a flight from Bangkok to 
Bhubaneswar on January 14, had 
concealed the marijuana inside 
snack and biscuit packets to evade 
airport security. Acting on intel-
ligence inputs, officials searched his 
luggage and found the drugs hidden 
in four snack packets and eight 
vacuum-sealed polythene bags.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar/Hatadihi, Jan 15: 
The state Planning and Conver-
gence department has sought a 
report pertaining to alleged ir-
regularities in the District Min-
eral Foundation (DMF) funds in 
Keonjhar district. 

The allegations include ad-
vance salary payments to Proj-
ect Management Unit (PMU) 
staff hired by E&Y LLP, absence 
of required documentation, at-
tendance registers, absentee 
statements and unauthorised 
increase in staff strength. Alle-
gations were levelled on these 
issues August 23, 2024. 

The matter came to the fore 
in reply to a query obtained un-
der Right to Information (RTI) 
Act in DMF letter (No. 2250/9) 
dated October 2024.

Following the allegations, 
the state Planning and Con-
vergence department issued a 

letter dated January 15, 2025, 
to Keonjhar Collector and DMF 
chairperson, directing them to 
submit a detailed report.

According to the complaint, 
Keonjhar DMF had engaged 
Gurgaon-based fi rm E&Y LLP 

in 2017 under a three-year 
agreement to operate as the 
PMU. 

In a meeting held June 13, 
2019, the DMF executive com-
mittee deemed the PMU's per-
formance satisfactory, and di-

rected for an increase in staff 
strength and their salaries. 
However, this action report-
edly exceeded the committee's 
authority under Rule 6 of the 
Odisha DMF Rules (ODMF), 
2015.

Subsequently, the same fi rm 
renewed its agreement April 7, 
2022 and has continued opera-
tions till date. The fi rm also re-
portedly received an advance 
payment of `1,70,55,720 which 
is 10 per cent of the agreement's 
value as salaries for employees 
August 16, 2022.

The state Planning and Con-
vergence department has di-
rected immediate submission 
of a fact-based report to clarify 
these allegations.

The CEO of DMF fi led a re-
port September 20, 2024 (via 
memo No. 2129/25) regarding 
allegations and related matters. 
According to contractual terms 
and conditions, an inspection 

report was submitted, and an 
advance payment of `1.70 crore 
was made to the organisation 
concerned. 

The investigation report 
highlights signifi cant points, 
particularly that the inspec-
tion report did not mention an 
agreement for the advance pay-
ment to the organisation.

The agreement specifi es that 
10 per cent of the monthly re-
muneration will be allocated 
for an action plan and inspec-
tion report, while 90 per cent 
will be allocated for the month-
ly progress report, totaling 100 
per cent of the remuneration to 
the organisation. 

Funds worth `1.70 crore were 
disbursed to the organisation as 
advance for employee remuner-
ation from April 7, 2022, to April 
6, 2025. It is also mentioned that 
the monthly remuneration 
would be adjusted against the 
advance.

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Rajnagar, Jan 15: Unlawful 
fi shing activity has taken a 
heavy toll on the endangered 
Olive Ridley turtles as forest 
offi cials recovered the carcass 
of turtle weighing 40kg from a 
trawler seized during a face-off 
with fi shermen illegally fi shing 
in the prohibited zone of Ga-
hirmatha marine sanctuary 
during the fi shing ban, Sunday. 

The seizure of the turtle is 
indicative of the serious threat 
posed to the marine species. The 
incident has sparked concern 
among the nature lovers and 
wildlife enthusiasts. Two GPS 
sets, three VHF sets, 11 trawl-
ing nets and 20 quintal fi sh were 
also seized from the trawler. Ga-
hirmatha is the world's largest 
and most important nesting 

beach for the endangered Ol-
ive Ridley sea turtles.

The fi shermen and the trawl-
er owners are not only fi shing 
in Gahirmatha despite ban but 
have unleashed a reign of ter-
ror in the seawaters. 

Lack of proper action has 
only emboldened them as they 
catch fish as well as turtles 
with impunity. 

Reports said forest offi-
cials seized a trawler named 
Chandi Tarini-3 during the 
encounter with the illegal 
fishermen in Gahirmatha 
Sunday. During verification, 
forest officials seized the dead 
turtle from the seized trawler. 

Later, the forest department 
filed an FIR at Talachua Ma-
rine police station on charges 
of trying to sink the patrol 
vessel of the department and 

kill the forest personnel on 
board. 

Police registered a case and 
arrested the trawler owner, 
Abinash Kumar Nayak, from 
Sasanpeta village under Ma-
hakalapara block of Kend-
rapara district and produced 
him in the court. The driver 
of the trawler was arrested 
earlier.

According to the complaint 
lodged by forester Suresh 
Chandra Prusty, he along 
with 13 other forest personnel 
was patrolling in the sea when 
they seized a trawler with fi sh-
ermen illegally fi shing in the 
sea. Losing no time, the trawler 
driver Madhabananda Mallick 
alerted the owner Abinash over 
a VHF set. 

Directed by Abinash, fisher-
men on board another Chandi 
Tarini trawler and four other 
trawlers attacked the patrol 
vessel and tried to sink it in 
the sea. They even threatened 
the forest personnel of dire 
consequences and snatched 
away eight fishermen on 
board the seized trawler. 

The forest personnel had a 
close shave as they fired in 
the air to disperse the miscre-
ants. Meanwhile, alerted over 
the Sunday’s incident, forest 
officials led by ACF Manas 
Kumar Das have intensified 
patrolling in the sea.           

Illegal fi shing threat to 
turtles in Gahirmatha

RAJESH MOHANTY, OP

Rourkela, Jan 15: Doc-
tors at Ispat General Hos-
pital (IGH) here success-
fully performed a critical 
plastic surgery on an 
18-year-old male patient 
from Banki Karamtoli 
hamlet of Indrapur vil-
lage under Raiboga tehsil 
in Sundargarh district, 
according to IGH sources. 
The patient, a benefi ciary 

of Biju Swasthya Kalyan 
Yojana (BSKY), was admit-
ted to IGH December 26, 
2024, following a road ac-
cident, the sources added.

The patient arrived at 
the hospital with a minor 
head injury, a laceration 
on the left side of his face, 
and a downward-outward 
displacement of his left 
eyeball. Diagnostic tests 
revealed a complex frac-
ture involving the left 

fronto-zygomatico-maxil-
lary complex and the or-
bital fl oor.

A meticulous surgical 
plan was worked out to 
address the injuries. The 

procedure included fi xing 
the fractures with mini 
plates and screws and 
suturing the facial lacer-
ations. Although the pa-
tient’s vision could not be 
assessed preoperatively, 
the surgical team success-
fully restored his eyesight. 
Post-surgery, the patient 
was able to count fi ngers at 
a distance of six feet, and 
full eyelid movement was 
restored.

The challenging surgery 
was led by GS Sahoo, a 
plastic surgery specialist, 
with signifi cant contribu-
tions from Ruby Singh, se-
nior consultant in plastic 
surgery, and Smita Kujur, 
senior consultant in an-
aesthesia. Nursing staff, 
under the supervision of 
sister Seema, provided 
seamless postoperative 
care. The patient was dis-
charged after recovery.

IGH docs perform complex surgery on 18-yr old

POST NEWS NETWORK

Raighar, Jan 15: Six masked 
miscreants allegedly attacked 
a businessman with sticks 
and looted `15 lakh from him 
in broad daylight at Raighar 
in Nabarangpur district 
Wednesday.

According to reports, 
Raighar-based businessman 
Abdul Ansari, along with his 
two employees, Guddu Dhoba 
and Yunus Lathia, was on his 
way to the weekly market at 
Chhatabeda under Parua pan-
chayat around 10:30am, when 
the assailants intercepted them. 
The gang also attacked the trio 
with sticks before fl eeing with 
a bag containing the cash.

The victims are being treated 

at Raighar hospital. 
Sub-inspector Manoj Behera is 

investigating the incident, while 
Umarkote SDPO Meenakshi 
Thakur is overseeing the inquiry.

Notably, masked miscre-
ants continue to wreak havoc 
in Nabarangpur as another 
daylight robbery had taken 
place in Darubandha Sahi of 
Nabarangpur town January 
13. A gang tied up the wife of 
businessman Saroj Mohanty, 
threatened her with a knife, 
and made away with `20 
lakh in cash and 100 grams of 
gold ornaments.

Two back-to-back armed rob-
beries in 48 hours have created 
panic among locals and raised 
questions about police efforts to 
combat the rising street crimes. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Berhampur, Jan 15: Two 
couples have been arrested for 
allegedly cheating at least 11 job 
seekers of over `11.70 lakh in 
Ganjam district on the pretext 
of getting them jobs in a compa-
ny at Bhubaneswar, police said 
Wednesday. 

The arrested couples identi-
fi ed as Ganesh Nayak, 42, his 
wife Tapaswini Singh, 40, of 
Nilagiri area in Balasore district 
and Bipin Patra, 35, and his wife 
Bijuli Patra, 32, of Patharaband-
ha village near Bhubaneswar. 
They were staying in rented 
houses in Ganjam district’s Hin-
jili area, said the police.

According to police, Ganesh, 
who is the mastermind of the 
cheating case, also has sev-
eral criminal antecedents in 
Bhubaneswar. 

“We are also verifying the 
record of criminal activities of 
Ganesh and other accused per-
sons in other police stations,” 
said inspector-in-charge (IIC), 
Hinjili police station, Srinibash 
Sethi.

Police said Ganesh had taken 

`2 lakh from one Bulu Jena of 
Hinjili area to sell a land locat-
ed at Berhampur to him about 
a year ago. Bulu, who has a 
grocery shop in Salia Sahi in 
Bhubaneswar, has come in con-
tact with Ganesh and his friend 
Bipin, while they were staying 
in Salia Sahi in the Capital city.

Families of Ganesh and Bip-
in shifted to Hinjili about eight 
months ago and stayed at Kan-
jiama in rented houses. During 
their stay at Hinjili, they also 
allegedly cheated at least 11 
job seekers to provide jobs in a 
company in Bhubaneswar. The 
couples had taken huge sum of 
money ranging from `45,000 to 
over `3.50 lakh from each of 
the victims on different dates, 
he said.

As the victims did not get a 
job, they demanded return of 
their money from the couples 
several times. However, the 
accused couples urged them to 
wait for some more days. The 
victims, however, caught them 
Sunday, when they were plan-
ning to fl ee from Hinjili. They 
handed over them to the po-
lice and lodged an FIR against 
them. The police took them into 
custody Monday. 

“We have registered a cheat-
ing case against the couples 
and started an investigation. 
Preliminary investigation has 
revealed the couples had duped 
`11.70 lakh from 11 persons,” 
said Sethi.

Bizman robbed of `15LGovt seeks report on DMF scam

2 couples in police net
for duping job seekers

EUPHORIC MOOD: Artistes and offi cials participate in a group dance during a procession as Dhanu Yatra kicks off in Sambalpur Wednesday   OP PHOTO  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Gopalpur, Jan 15: The Na-
tional Highways Authority of 
India (NHAI) will construct two 
overbridges and six underpass-
es on National Highway-16 in 
Ganjam district in order to ease 
traffi c and prevent accidents, 
according to sources.

The stretch of NH-16 from 
Andhra Pradesh border to 
Puintola Square in Ganjam 
district has become a death 
zone as frequent accidents 

have claimed numerous lives 
and devastated many families. 
For years, locals have been 
demanding construction of an 
overbridge to address the safety 
concerns, and now, the govern-
ment has fi nally taken up the 
matter.

The NHAI has announced 
that construction of over-
bridges and underpasses will 
commence soon at key acci-
dent-prone intersections along 
this stretch. Major overbridges 
will be constructed at Jagan-

nathpur Square and Lanjipalli 
Bypass. Additionally, under-
passes will be built at various 
critical locations, including 
the IRE Square in Chhatrapur, 
Haladiapadar, Kanisi Haat, 
Randa, Golonthara Chati, and 
Surala Junction.

The groundwork for the 
project gained momentum 
last November when tenders 
were invited by the NHAI. The 
tender process was completed 
in December, and a joint con-
sultancy fi rm from Maharash-
tra and Odisha has been en-
trusted with the construction 
work. The project, scheduled 
to begin in February, is ex-
pected to be completed within 
18 months.

Once completed, these key 
infrastructure projects are 
anticipated to signifi cantly 
reduce accidents and improve 
traffi c fl ow, thereby ensuring 
safety of commuters along the 
highway. 

NH-16 to get 2 overbridges
Construction set to begin in February



N
ot an employee. No 
employer. No fi xed 
working hours. 
Unlimited income. 

Work fl exibility. Freedom to 
work or not on any given day. 
These are the apparent and en-
viable characteristics of a gig 
worker. A utopian situation in-
deed! But there is more to it than 
meets the eye. Undoubtedly, the 
gig economy has grown splendid-
ly fast and is growing faster. It is 
already contributing a big sum 
to the GDP, to the exchequer, and 
more so to gig platforms. But all 
this, to call a spade a spade, is at 
the cost of exploiting gig workers. 

The Labour Ministry defi nes 
a gig worker as “a person who 
engages in income-earning activ-
ities outside of a traditional em-
ployer-employee relationship, as 
well as in the informal sector.” 
Similar is the NITI Aayog’s view 
which stresses gig work to be 
outside the traditional employ-
er-employee arrangement. 

Some 7.7 million workers 
(2.6% of non-agricultural work-
ers or 1.5% of the workforce) are 
engaged in gig work in India by 
2020-21 as per NITI Aayog’s es-
timate although the accuracy 
of data is not guaranteed. The 
actual number could be more 
than double this number as per 
other estimates. The number is 
likely to reach 23.5 million (6.7% 
non-agricultural and 7% of total) 
by 2029-30. The Boston Consult-
ing Group puts the number of 
gig workers number in India at 
15 million in 2021 and estimates 
it to increase to 90 million. It is 
likely to add 1.25% to GDP in the 
next eight to ten years. 

Undoubtedly the gig econ-
omy, the offspring of new 
technology, and new modes of 
production and distribution, is 
booming and changing econom-
ic and social relations in tan-
dem. The resultant outcomes 
are not diffi cult to discern giv-
en the trends, experiences, and 
accumulated evidence of the gig 
economy, particularly of the 
digital platforms induced urban 
concentrated (deeply prevalent 
in about 300 cities) gig work. 

While technology is the facil-
itator and medium for the gig 
economy, its true begetter is 
the neo-liberal economic policy 
and the fertile ground it created. 
Some key policy effects unmis-
takably drive home the point.  
Firstly, the growth of Indian 
economy has been jobless. The 
employment elasticity has been 
declining. For instance, between 
2000- 2012 employment grew by 
1.6% against the increase in 
GVA of 6.2%. While the GVA fur-
ther increased to 6.7% between 
2012 and 2019 the employment 
grew at 0.01%,  as per ILO-IHD’s 
India Employment Report 2024.

Secondly, employment 
growth was of poor quality; 90% 
informally employed. Due to the 
nature of employment growth 
since 2019, informal employment 
in total has been increasing.  

Thirdly, the production pro-
cess has been capital-intensive 
and labour-saving naturally 
with the increasing profi t max-
imization motive of business 
owners with the newfound 
support of economic policies.

Fourthly, as the ILO report 
notes, “digitalization and in-
troduction of new technologies 
are changing the structure of 
industrial employment. There 
has been a rapid introduction 
of digitally mediated gig and 
platform work, which are al-
gorithmically controlled by 
platforms and have brought 
about new features in control 

of the labour process. Increas-
ingly, platform and gig work 
have been expanding, but it is, 
to a large extent, the extension 
of informal work, with hardly 
any social security provisions.” 

So, a gig worker’s life is nei-
ther free from bondage nor se-
cure as is made out to be. The so-
called fl exibility and choice not 
to work on any day means choos-
ing to starve. What a driver gets 
every day, taking a ride-hailing 
service for example, after the 
expenses including the cut by 
the platform is the subsistence 
amount for the family. That 
means no freedom not to work. 
Since the job is algorithmically 
controlled and monitored, the 
incentives, disincentives and 
penalties are promptly applied. 

They get insuffi cient in-
comes, and work 12 hours a day 
or more. They have no provi-
dent fund facility, no health in-
surance like ESI and no other 
social security benefi t employ-
ers provide in the organised 
sector. There is no employer 
at all who can be made respon-
sible for providing these things. 

Although legislations are 
brought here and there (for ex-
ample Karnataka and Rajasthan 
enactments and Social Security 
Code 2020) the gig work is delib-
erately kept outside the employ-
er-employee relationship. Digital 
platforms that provide employ-
ment continue to be recognised 
as aggregators while workers 

are treated as contractors. 
This is not an unintended out-

come of technology and changed 
production relations alone but 
the fruition of liberal economic 
policy to say it at the cost of rep-
etition. The government gradu-
ally withdraws from its role in 
economic activity fi rmly believ-
ing the theoretical underpin-
ning of market forces doctrine: 
“Business is the business of the 
business; the government has 
no business to be in business”.

Since the organised sector is 
not able to provide any employ-
ment, youth are forced to take up 
gig work though remuneration 
from it is low and the working 
conditions miserable. The only 
solace this sector provides is em-
ployment.While the employment 
elasticity in general is declining 
that of the gig economy has been 
increasing signifi cantly.  The 
employment elasticity to GDP 
growth for gig workers was 
found to be above one throughout 
the period 2011-12 to 2019-20 and 
was always above the overall em-
ployment elasticity which means 
better opportunities in gig work. 

It is clear that gig platform 
owners, the aggregators, are do-
ing business using unemployed 
youth and without providing 
them the adequate or fi xed wag-
es, allowances, leaves and other 
benefi ts and old age security as 
the regular employees provide 
in the organised sector because 
they do not treat gig workers 
their employees nor any statute 
mandates them so.   

The solution is regulation of 
the gig industry by recognis-
ing gig platforms as employers 
and gig workers as their em-
ployees. The existing labour 
laws should cover gig work-
ers. To put it straight, make 
the gig economy a part of the 
organised sector to save our 
youth and to take the best out 
of our so-called demographic 
dividend. 

The writer is 
development economist and 

commentator on economic 
and social affairs. 

M athematician Cathy O'Neil once said that an algorithm is 
nothing more than someone’s opinion embedded in code. 
When we speak of “the algorithms” that power Facebook, 

X, TikTok, YouTube, or Google Search, we are really talking about 
choices made by their owners about what information we, as users, 
should see. In these cases, “algorithm” is just a fancy name for an 
editorial line. Each outlet has a process of sourcing, fi ltering, and 
ranking information that is structurally identical to the editorial work 
carried out in media – except that it is largely automated.

This automated editorial process, far more than its analog coun-
terpart, is concentrated in the hands of billionaires and monopolies. 
Moreover, it has contributed to a well-documented list of social ills, 
including large-scale disinformation, political polarization and extrem-
ism, negative mental-health impacts, and the defunding of journalism. 
Worse, social-media moguls are now doubling down, seizing the op-
portunity of a regulation-free operating environment under Donald 
Trump to roll back content-moderation programmes.

But regulation alone is not enough, as Europe has discovered. If 
our traditional media landscape featured only a couple of outlets that 
each fl outed the public interest, we would not think twice about using 
every available tool to foster media pluralism. There is no reason to 
accept in social media and search what we would 
not tolerate in legacy media.

Fortunately, alternatives are emerging. Blues-
ky, a younger social-media platform that recently 
surpassed 26 million users, was built for pluralism: 
anyone can create a feed based on any algorithm 
they choose, and anyone can subscribe to it. For 
users, this opens many different windows onto the 
world, and people can also choose their sources 
of content moderation to fi t their preferences. 
Bluesky does not use your data to profi le you 
for advertisers, and if you decide you no lon-
ger like the platform, you can move your data 
and followers to another provider without any 
disruption.

Bluesky's potential does not stop there. The 
product is based on an open protocol, which 
means anyone can build on top of the under-
lying technology to create their own feeds or 
even entirely new social applications. While 
Bluesky created a Twitter-like microblogging 
app on this protocol, the same infrastructure 
can be used to run alternatives to Instagram or 
TikTok, or to create totally novel services – all 
without users having to create new accounts.

In this emerging digital world, known as “the 
Atmosphere” (so named for the underlying AT 
Protocol), people have begun creating social 
apps for everything from recipe sharing and 
book reviews to long-form blogging. And owing 
to the diversity of feeds and tools that enable 
communities or third parties to collaborate 
on content moderation, it will be much harder for harassment and 
disinformation campaigns to gain traction.

One can compare an open protocol to public roads and related infra-
structure. They follow certain parameters but permit a great variety 
of creative uses. The road network can convey freight or tourists, 
and be used by cars, buses, or trucks. We might decide collectively 
to give more of it to public transportation, and it generally requires 
only minimal adjustments to accommodate electric cars, bikes, and 
even vehicles that had not been invented when most of it was built, 
such as electric scooters.

An open protocol that is operated as public infrastructure has com-
parable properties: our feeds are free to encompass any number of 
topics, refl ecting any number of opinions. We can tap into social-me-
dia channels specialised for knitting, bird watching, or book piles, 
or for more general news consumption. We can decide how our posts 
may or may not be used to train AI models, and we can ensure that 
the protocol is collectively governed, rather than being at the mercy 
of some billionaire’s dictatorial whims. Nobody wants to drive on a 
road where the fast lane is reserved for Cybertrucks and the far right.

“Open social media,” as it is known, provides the opportunity to real-
ise the internet’s original promise: user agency, not billionaire control. 
It is also a key component of national security. Many countries are 
now grappling with the reality that their critical digital infrastructure 
– social, search, commerce, advertising, browsers, operating systems, 
and more – is subordinated to foreign, increasingly hostile, companies.

But even open protocols can become subject to corporate capture 
and manipulation. Bluesky itself will certainly have to contend with 
the usual forms of pressure from venture capitalists. As its CTO, Paul 
Frazee, points out, every profi t-driven social-media company “is a 
future adversary” of its own users, since it will come under pressure 
to prioritize profi ts over users’ welfare. “That's why we did this whole 
thing, so other apps could replace us if/when it happens.”

Infrastructure may be privately provided, but it can be properly 
governed only by its stakeholders – openly and democratically. For 
this reason, we must all set our minds on building institutions that can 
govern a new, truly social digital infrastructure. That is why I have 
joined other technology and governance experts to launch the Atlas 
Project, a foundation whose mission is to establish open, independent 
social-media governance, and to foster a rich ecosystem of new appli-
cations on top of the shared “AT Protocol.” Our goal is to become a 
countervailing force that can durably support social media operated 
in the public interest. Our launch is accompanied by the release of 
an open letter signed by high-profi le Bluesky users such as the actor 
Mark Ruffalo and renowned fi gures in technology and academia such 
as Wikipedia founder Jimmy Wales and Shoshana Zuboff.

There is nothing esoteric about our digital predicaments. Despite 
the technology industry’s claims, social media is media, and it should 
be held to the same standards we expect from traditional outlets. Dig-
ital infrastructure is infrastructure, and it should be governed in the 
public interest.

The writer, former Vice-President of Data Governance at The 
New York Times, is a technologist and governance expert. 
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Digital Predicaments 

SPECTRUM BIG TECH

Techno colonialism & surveillance state   

Seeking solace 

Sir, This refers to “1.65 crore take dip as Maha Kumbh begins,” Orissa POST, 
Jan 14. The Maha Kumbh Mela, the world’s largest religious congregation, 
began drawing millions of devotees to the sacred confl uence of the Ganga, 
Yamuna, and the mythical Saraswati. A once-in-a-lifetime event, it is show-
casing tenacity, modernity, culture and human will to endure–all at the same 
time. The Maha Kumbh is a deeply spiritual event, rooted in ancient Hindu 
traditions. The ritual of taking a holy dip at the Triveni Sangam is believed 
to cleanse one of sins and pave the way for salvation (moksha). This grand 
gathering is a testament to India’s enduring spiritual heritage and celebrates 
the unity and diversity of its cultural fabric. Like any mega event Maha Kum-
bh is also not free from fear of mishaps especially stampedes. To avoid that, 
the state government has deployed AI-enabled cameras, underwater drones 
for 24/7 monitoring. A fi rst-of-its-kind initiative featuring digital monitoring 
systems to streamline crowd management and enhance safety has also been 
put in place. With meticulous planning and unwavering commitment, Maha 
Kumbh 2025 stands as a shining example of India’s ability to honour its spiri-
tual roots while embracing technological advancements. As the Maha Kumbh 
unfolds, it offers a transformative experience to millions who seek spiritual 
solace and cultural enrichment. N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

There is no greater pride and 
glory than to be a perfect 
instrument of the Master.
 
 SRI AUROBINDO GIG WORKERS’ WOES

EMPLOYMENT

AI has the potential to 
transform economies 
and democratize inno-

vation across sectors. From 
agriculture to education to 
healthcare, AI is breaking 
down traditional barriers, en-
abling individuals and com-
munities to participate in the 
creation of solutions that were 
once beyond reach. However, 
this potential can only be re-
alized if AI is developed and 
integrated in ways that prior-
itize equity, inclusivity, and 
ethics. The questions revolve 
around the critical intersec-
tion of techno colonialism and 
the surveillance state, and how 
both contribute to the perpetua-
tion of inequality, exploitation, 
and control in the digital age.

One of the central concerns 
around AI’s impact on eco-
nomic systems is its potential 
to either reduce or exacerbate 
inequality. Daron Acemoglu, 
Nobel laureate, argues that AI’s 
infl uence will depend heavily on 
the nature of technologies and 
how they are integrated into 
the economy. If it replaces low-
wage jobs, the economic divide 
could widen. However, if AI is 
used to complement human 
labour, and empower workers 

with new skills and capabilities, 
it can promote inclusive growth. 

According to Toby Miller, 
techno colonialism manifests 
when technological infra-
structure and data collection 
are used by global corpora-
tions or powerful states to 
control, dominate, and extract 
resources from less powerful or 
economically marginalised re-
gions, as they used to do during 
colonial times by using prima-
ry resources from the colonies. 
Scholars such as Nick Couldry 
and Ulises Mejias argue that 
the extraction of data from the 
Global South operates similar-
ly to earlier forms of resource 
extraction during colonial era. 
They introduce the concept of 
“data colonialism,” where glob-
al tech giants, such as Google, 
Facebook, and Amazon, system-
atically collect and commodify 
personal and collective data 
from people around the world. 

The surveillance state is a 
concept used to describe sys-
tems in which governments or 
large institutions engage in ex-
tensive monitoring of their pop-
ulations, typically justifi ed un-
der the guise of national secu-
rity, public safety, or economic 
effi ciency. Scholars like David 

Lyon and Shoshana Zuboff 
highlight how surveillance 
mechanisms have increasing-
ly become integrated into the 
fabric of modern states, with 
technologies like facial recog-
nition, social media surveil-
lance, and predictive policing 
becoming commonplace tools 
of governance. These technol-
ogies enable states to monitor, 
track, and control populations 
in unprecedented ways.

The intersections between 
techno colonialism and the sur-
veillance state are particularly 
evident in how data fl ows from 
Global South to Global North, 
where it is used to fuel surveil-
lance systems and data-driven 
governance models. This trans-
national fl ow of data reinforces 
existing power structures and 
amplifi es inequalities. For in-
stance, Shoshana Zuboff dis-
cusses how companies collect 
vast amounts of personal data, 
which is then used for targeted 
surveillance, thus contributing 
to both global forms of techno 
colonialism and state-driven 
surveillance practices. 

The intersection of techno co-
lonialism and the surveillance 
state creates a perfect dystopia 
in the 21st century. Given the 

challenges posed by techno co-
lonialism and the surveillance 
state, there are steps we can take 
to protect human welfare in the 
digital age. A critical fi rst step 
in addressing the risks of techno 
colonialism is to educate individ-
uals about the implications of 
their digital activities.  Govern-
ments must enact and enforce 
comprehensive data protection 
laws that prioritize privacy and 
informed consent. These laws 
should also ensure that people 
have control over their data 
and prevent its exploitation by 
corporations or governments for 
political or economic gain.  

In the Indian context, Justice 
Sri Krishna suggested a robust 
data protection legal architec-
ture, based predominantly on 
the practice followed by EU. 
However, the Data Protection 
Act 2024 follows the US practice, 
which puts a premium on corpo-
rate interest and overwhelming 
state surveillance, rather than 
the right to privacy.  We need a 
digital future that is more just, 
equitable, and aligned with the 
values of human dignity, priva-
cy, and social justice.

The writer is Professor 
Emeritus, KIIT University 

While technology is the facilitator and 
medium for the gig economy, its true 

begetter is the neo-liberal economic policy 
and the fertile ground it created

TO PUT IT 
STRAIGHT, 

MAKE THE GIG 
ECONOMY A 

PART OF THE 
ORGANISED 
SECTOR TO 

SAVE OUR 
YOUTH AND 

TO TAKE THE 
BEST OUT OF 

OUR SO-CALLED 
DEMOGRAPHIC 

DIVIDEND 

DESPITE THE 
TECHNOLOGY 

INDUSTRY’S 
CLAIMS, 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
IS MEDIA, AND 

IT SHOULD 
BE HELD TO 

THE SAME 
STANDARDS 
WE EXPECT 

FROM 
TRADITIONAL 

OUTLETS

PSM Rao

Robin Berjon

THE 
INTERSECTION 

OF TECHNO 
COLONIALISM 

AND THE 
SURVEILLANCE 

STATE CREATES 
A PERFECT 

DYSTOPIA IN THE 
21ST CENTURY 

Satya Narayan Misra

WISDOM CORNER
As a matter of self-preservation, a man needs good friends or ardent 
enemies, for the former instruct him and the latter take him to task. 
 DIOGENES

Time and space always change, but there is something which is 
eternal and changeless. For example, the world and time, past 
or future, nothing exists for us in sleep. But we exist. Let us try 
to fi nd out that which is changeless and which always exists.  
 RAMANA MAHARSHI

To have faith is to trust yourself to the water. When you swim 
you don't grab hold of the water, because if you do you will 
sink and drown. Instead you relax, and fl oat.  ALAN WATTS

Precise forecasting 

Sir, Extreme weather events are frequently 
occurring in almost all parts of India. Many 
factors go into forecasting weather accurate-
ly. Precise weather forecasting helps reduce 
the impact of natural calamities. With this end 
in view India has launched Mission Mausam, 
to make India a “climate smart and weather 
ready” nation. Mission Mausam marks India’s 
great step towards transforming weather fore-
casting and management. Climate change has 
enormous impact on weather patterns and it 
makes weather forecasting extremely diffi cult. 
The mission aims at improving short and medi-
um range forecasts and boosting preparedness 
for extreme weather events. Enhanced weather 
forecast is to be extended to all levels including 
panchayat. Let us hope that India’s new mission 
will help tackle climate change and minimise the 
impact of weather events. Venu GS, KOLLAM 
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Pampore, Jan 15: Tucked in a 
valley beneath the snow-capped 
Himalayas of the Kashmir re-
gion is the town of Pampore, 
famed for its farms that grow 
the world’s most expensive 
spice - the red-hued saffron.

This is where most of saffron 
is farmed in India, the world’s 
second-largest producer behind 
Iran of the spice, which costs 
up to 325,000 rupees ($3,800) a 
kg (2.2 pounds) because it is so 
labour-intensive to harvest.

Come October, the crocus 
plants begin to bloom, cover-
ing the fi elds with bright purple 
fl owers from which strands of 
fragrant red saffron are picked 
by hand, to be used in foods such 
as paella, and in fragrances and 
cloth dyes.

“I am proud to cultivate this 
crop,” said Nisar Ahmad Malik, 
as he gathered fl owers from his 
ancestral fi eld.

But, while Malik has stuck to 
traditional farming, citing the 
“rich colour, fragrance and aro-
ma” of his produce through the 
years, some agrarian experts 
have been experimenting with 
indoor cultivation of the crop as 
global warming fears increase.

About 90% of India’s saffron 
is produced in Kashmir, of 
which a majority is grown in 
Pampore, but the small town 
is under threat of rapid urbani-
sation, according to the Indian 
Council of Scientifi c & Industri-
al Research (CSIR).

Experts say rising tempera-
tures and erratic rainfall pose 
a risk to saffron production, 
which has dropped from 8 met-
ric tons in the fi nancial year 
2010-11 to 2.6 metric tons in 2023-
24, the federal government told 
parliament in February, adding 
that efforts were being made to 
boost production.

One such programme is a 
project to help grow the plant 

indoors in a controlled envi-
ronment in tubes containing 
moisture and vital nutrients, 
which Dr Bashir Ilahi at state-
run Sher-e-Kashmir University 
of Agricultural Sciences said 
has shown good results.

“Growing saffron in a con-
trolled environment demon-
strates temperature resistance 
and signifi cantly reduces the 
risk of crop failure,” said Ilahi, 
standing in his laboratory be-
tween stacks of crates contain-
ing tubes of the purple fl ower.

Ilahi and other local experts 
have been helping farmers with 
demonstrations on how to grow 
the crocus plant indoors.

“It is an amazing innovation,” 
said Abdul Majeed, president 
of Kashmir’s Saffron Growers 
Association, some of whose 
members, including Majeed, 
have been cultivating the crop 
indoors for a few years.

Manzoor Ahmad Mir, a saf-
fron grower, urged more state 
support.

“The government should 
promote indoor saffron cultiva-
tion on a much larger scale as 
climate change is affecting the 
entire world, and Kashmir is no 
exception,” Mir said.

Experts say rising 
temperatures and erratic 

rainfall pose a risk to saffron 
production, which has 
dropped from 8 metric tons 
in the fi nancial year 2010-11 
to 2.6 metric tons in 2023-24, 
the federal government told 
parliament in February, adding 
that efforts were being made to 
boost production

One such programme is a 
project to help grow the 

plant indoors in a controlled 
environment in tubes 
containing moisture and vital 
nutrients

CLIMATE PRESSURES MOUNT

Saffron growers experiment 
with indoor farming in J&K

About 90% of India’s saffron is produced in 
Kashmir, of which a majority is grown in 

Pampore, but the small town is under threat 
of rapid urbanisation, according to the Indian 

Council of Scientifi c & Industrial Research

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 15: In the 
crowded, narrow lanes lined 
with makeshift homes near 
Delhi’s resettlement colony 
-- Majnu-ka-tilla, a sense of 
pride and “indebtedness” 
pervades as a group of Paki-
stani Hindu refugees prepare 
to cast their votes for the first 
time in the country they now 
call home.

These men and women, who 
fled persecution in Pakistan, 
are beaming with excitement 
at the prospect of participat-
ing in the India democratic 
process -- a right they have 
long yearned for.

Having endured years of 
hardships and discrimination 
in Pakistan, they now feel a 
profound sense of relief and 
belonging in India.

For them, this election is 
not just about voting -- it is 
a symbolic assertion of their 
identity as Indian citizens. 
Many of these families set-
tled in Delhi since 2013 are 
now witnessing their dreams 
of a dignified life and political 
participation coming true.

Satram (22), who runs a 
small shop selling mobile cov-
ers outside the settlement, ex-
pressing his excitement said, 
“I have been living here since 
2013 and will vote in the elec-
tions. It feels good to finally 
be a part of the voting popu-

lation. My parents 
and I will vote 
as per our 
Pradhan’s 
instruction. 
Despite the 
challenges, 
we believe 
we can 
manage 
and move 
forward.”

The strug-
gles of these 
refugees are not 
confined to the past. 
Their lives in Delhi are a 
delicate balance between hope 
and survival. Issues such as 
sanitation, electricity costs, 
education and housing dom-
inate their concerns.

Mohini (18), who dropped 
out of school due to financial 
difficulties, shared her aspi-
rations.

“I always wanted to become 
a police officer but that dream 
seems impossible now. All I 
expect from the government 
is some skill based opportuni-
ties so that I can earn a living 
with dignity,” she said.

For women like Baldevi (35), 
voting signifies not just em-
powerment but also a chance 
to address their community’s 

challenges.
“We have been 
living here for 

over a decade 
and want 
the govern-
ment to 
build per-
manent 
homes for 
us. This ar-

ea is famil-
iar. We have 

built our lives 
here. Moving 

elsewhere would 
mean starting from 

scratch,” she said.
While some residents are 

gearing up to vote, a new 
batch of refugees has recent-
ly arrived, facing uncertainty 
and hardships as they await 
citizenship.

Many like Shiviram (36), 
who arrived just a month ago, 
are hopeful about their future 
in India.

“I want to stay here and 
work as a tailor. I have ap-
plied for a visa extension and 
I hope to get an Aadhaar card 
soon. That will open many op-
portunities for me,” he said.

For many of these refugees, 
their votes will reflect collec-
tive decisions, often guided by 

their community leader.
As the elections approach, 

these new citizens are not 
only celebrating their right 
to vote but also voicing their 
expectations from the govern-
ment. They want better hous-
ing, access to quality educa-
tion, affordable utilities and 
job opportunities.

The election marks a sig-
nificant chapter for these 
refugees. As they prepare to 
cast their first votes, they do 
so with gratitude, hope and 
a firm resolve to contribute 
to the nation they now call 
home.

� For many of these refugees, 
their votes will refl ect collective 
decisions, often guided by their 
community leader

� As the elections approach, 
these new citizens are not 
only celebrating their right 
to vote but also voicing 
their expectations from the 
government

� They want better housing, 
access to quality education, 
affordable utilities and job 
opportunities

BEAMING 
WITH PRIDE

Pakistani Hindu refugees ready 
to cast their fi rst vote in Delhi

These men and 
women, who fl ed 
persecution in 
Pakistan, are 
beaming with 
excitement at the 
prospect of 
participating in the 
India democratic 
process -- a right 
they have long 
yearned for

While 
some 

residents are 
gearing up to vote, a 

new batch of refugees 
has recently arrived, 

facing uncertainty and 
hardships as they 
await citizenship
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New Delhi, Jan 15: The Kalka-
ji Assembly segment in south 
Delhi, despite its affl uence, 
yearns for congestion-free 
roads, proper sanitation 
facilities and upkeep 
of civic infrastructure 
ahead of the February 
5 polls.

Represented by outgo-
ing chief minister Atishi, 
who has been renominated by 
the AAP, the seat is set to wit-
ness a high-stakes showdown 
with BJP heavyweight and for-
mer MP Ramesh Bidhuri and 
Congress’ Alka Lamba also in 
the fray.

The voters in the 
area although appre-
ciative of the health 
and education initia-
tives of the Delhi gov-
ernment, emphasised 
that more attention 
needs to be paid to 
fi xing civic issues.

The Kalkaji con-
stituency has a total 
of 1,94,515 voters, in-
cluding 1,06,893 male 
voters, 87,617 female 
voters, and 5 trans-
gender voters.

Areas including 
Maharani Bagh, 
Ishwar Nagar, New 
Friends Colony, Bharat Nagar, 
Sarai Jullena, Sukhdev Vihar, 
Sriniwaspuri, East of Kailash, 
Garhi East of Kailash, Shyam 
Nagar, Kalkaji, Giri Nagar, 
and Govindpuri are part of the 
Kalkaji constituency.

At the heart of Kalkaji lies the 
Kalkaji Mandir, a centuries-old 
temple dedicated to Goddess 
Kali. The area is also home to 
landmarks like the Lotus Tem-
ple and the ISKCON Temple in 
East of Kailash.

The constituency is marked 
by two contrasting sides: one 
that is clean and developed, 
and the other burdened by 
traffi c, pollution, narrow lanes, 
congested roads, potholes, and 
inadequate sewerage systems.

A lane with an open garbage 

dump next to a park 
near the Nehru Enclave 

Metro Station is a major 
eyesore for the residents and 
visitors.

Meena Sharma, a resident 
of Govindpuri near Kalkaji, 
told PTI, “We have to drive on 
roads fi lled with potholes, and 

streets with dumped 
garbage bags and 
sewage water. It’s a 
mess, and sanitation 
work hasn’t been 
carried out in a long 
time.”

Basic civic ameni-
ties remain a chal-
lenge in Kalkaji, 
with issues such as 
overfl owing garbage, 
poor sanitation, poor-
ly maintained parks, 
and blocked drains 
persisting. The sew-
ers in particular lack 
adequate capacity for 
water fl ow, causing 
frequent overfl ows 

onto the roads.
“There are two sides to this 

constituency -- one that appears 
clean and well-maintained, and 
the other that struggles with 
neglected infrastructure,” said 
Harbansal Lal, a 47-year-old 
resident of Kalkaji who owns 
a shop in the A-block Kalkaji 
market.

“The drainage systems have 
long-standing issues as water 
fails to pass through properly, 
often spilling onto the roads. 
These problems have remained 
unchanged for years,” he added.

Sanjay Rawat, a retired gov-
ernment employee and a res-
ident of Sant Nagar opposite 
the ISKCON temple, said traffi c 
snarls remain a major concern 
for the area.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Jan 15: Authorities in 
Jammu and Kashmir Wednes-
day directed municipalities to 
prepare comprehensive waste 
management plans and asked 
them to draw up projections 
on future waste generation, 
offi cials said.

On average, 450 grams per 
person per day of waste is gener-
ated in big cities and 300 grams 
is generated in smaller towns in 
the Union Territory, they said.

Chairing a meeting of the 
housing and urban develop-
ment department (H&UDD), 
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo 
asked for comprehensive and 
component-wise waste man-
agement plans for both the mu-
nicipal corporations -- Jammu 
Municipal Corporation (JMC) 
and Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC) -- and other 
municipalities. The meeting 
was convened to take stock of 
measures being taken up to 
build capacity of different ur-
ban local bodies (ULBs) in the 

processing of solid and liquid 
waste on scientifi c lines, an of-
fi cial spokesperson said.

Dulloo directed the munici-
pal commissioners of SMC and 
JMC to formulate scientifi c 
plans for both cities for treating 
the solid and liquid waste gen-
erated daily by the households. 
He instructed them to prepare a 
projection based on future pop-
ulation and the expected waste 
from them, the J&K government 
spokesperson said.

Dulloo also advised them to 
make simultaneous plans for 

the treatment of legacy waste 
in order to clear the sites of this 
untreated garbage.

He asked them to identify 
feasible locations for the estab-
lishment of Material Recovery 
Facilities (MRF) for solid waste, 
compost units or bio-CNG 
plants for liquid waste and 
dumping sites for inert waste. 

“This task requires all se-
riousness and dedication on 
the part of the department to 
fully rid our cities and towns 
of untreated waste and gar-
bage,” the chief secretary said, 
asking the offi cers to use their 
writ to act against the viola-
tors as per laws in force. Com-
missioner Secretary, H&UDD, 
Mandeep Kaur, said facilities 
for both solid and liquid waste 
treatment are being created all 
over J-K in addition to inviting 
tenders for treatment of legacy 
waste on scientifi c lines.

Basic civic 
amenities remain a 
challenge in Kalkaji, 

with issues such 
as overfl owing 
garbage, poor 

sanitation, poorly 
maintained parks, 
and blocked drains 

persisting 

The sewers in 
particular lack 

adequate capacity 
for water fl ow, 

causing frequent 
overfl ows onto the 

roads

Traffi c woes, poor civic 
amenities plague Atishi’s 
Kalkaji constituency

J&K municipalities asked to prepare waste mgmt plans
CS directed the municipal 

commissioners of SMC and 
JMC to formulate scientifi c 

plans for both cities for 
treating the solid and liquid 

waste generated daily by 
the households

DELHI DELHI 
POLLSPOLLS
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New Delhi, Jan 15: Dense fog 
engulfed parts of the national 
capital Wednesday, marking 
the season’s fi rst intense fog 
spell lasting three hours, which 
disrupted the schedules of over 
100 fl ights and 26 trains due to 
low visibility.

The fog signifi cantly reduced 
visibility during the morning 
hours, improved slightly in 
between and then once again 
shrouded the city as evening 
approached.

“Delhi experienced very 
dense fog on the morning of 
January 15, with visibility 
dropping to zero at Safdarjung 
and IGI Airport from 8:30 am, 
persisting until 11:30 am,” the 
IMD stated.

“This was the season’s fi rst 
instance of dense fog, and CAT-
III operations extended beyond 
9:30 am, with RVR at IGI Air-
port runways ranging between 
75-300 meters during the peak 
fog period,” it added.

By 12:30 pm, visibility had 
slightly improved to 250 meters 
at Safdarjung andd 400 meters at 
IGI Airport (Palam), with mod-
erate fog prevailing at that time.

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) issued an or-
ange alert for Delhi, with dense 
to very dense fog reported in 
several areas. An orange alert is 
issued for bad weather that can 
disrupt rail and road services.

The minimum temperature 
dropped to 6 degrees Celsius, 
1.4 degrees below normal, while 
the maximum temperature was 
recorded at 18.1 degrees Celsius, 
1.8 degrees below normal.

The weather department ad-
vised caution, saying, “Drivers 
should use fog lights and exer-
cise extreme care while on the 
road. Travellers should stay in 
touch with airlines, railways, 
and state transport authorities 
for updates on schedules.”

For Thursday, the weather de-
partment has predicted cloudy 
skies with light rain and dense 
fog conditions. The minimum 
temperature is expected to settle 
around 10 degrees Celsius, while 
the maximum is likely to hover 
around 17 degrees Celsius.

Dense fog shrouds 
Delhi; fl ights, 
trains delayed

Tourists take pictures near icicles formed due to a water pipe leak at Tangmarg, in Baramulla district, Jammu and Kashmir PTI PHOTO



We must 
support 
whichever 

party is strong 
and in a position 
to give a fi ght to 
BJP. In Delhi, AAP 
and Congress are facing each 
other... My advice is AAP is 
strong so we should all support 
it. After all, our common goal 
is the defeat of BJP, whether 
it is Congress, Samajwadi 
Party or AAP

AKHILESH YADAV |  SP CHIEF

The LoP, 
who was 
sworn in by 

taking oath on 
the Constitution, 
is now saying, 
We are now 
fi ghting the BJP, the RSS and 
the Indian State itself

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN | FINANCE MINISTER
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SC PROTECTS KHEDKAR 
FROM ARREST TILL FEB 14
The Supreme Court Wednesday protected from arrest 
till February 14 former IAS probationer Puja Khedkar, 
accused of cheating and wrongly availing OBC and 
disability quota benefi ts in the civil services examina-
tion. A bench of Justices B V Nagarathna and Satish 
Chandra Sharma issued notice to the Delhi govern-
ment and the Union Public Service Commission 
(UPSC) on Khedkar's plea seeking anticipatory bail

If the elections are 
conducted fairly 
without any tamper-
ing of EVMs or other 
manipulations, I as-
sure you the results 
will be surprising
MAYAWATI | BSP SUPREMO

Manipur 
is passing 
through a 

diffi cult time 
for the last 20 
months, people 
are not moving 
out through the highways due 
to the prevailing crisis

N BIREN SINGH  |  MANIPUR CM

Trackman mowed 
down in Maldah
New Delhi: A track 
maintainer was mowed down 
in the Maldah division when 
he moved to save himself 
from an oncoming train 
without realising another 
train was hurtling down 
the adjacent track as well, 
offi cials said Wednesday. 
Division offi cials said trackman 
Bari-ul Rahman had been 
employed with the railways 
since 2012 and he was not 
authorised for track inspection 
work. However, he was sent in 
place of the authorised worker 
who was on leave. However, 
Maldah Divisional Railway 
Manager Manish Kumar 
Gupta later said Rahman was 
authorised for track inspection.

2 killed as car 
falls into gorge 
Pauri: Two people were 
killed and another was 
injured Wednesday when 
their car fell into a deep 
gorge here, police said.  
The victims were returning 
to Delhi after attending a 
puja in a village here, they 
said.  The car plunged into a 
100-metre deep gorge near 
Chimchonia forest on Bhaun 
Khaludanda road, offi ce of 
the Senior Superintendent of 
Police informed.  Two of the 
passengers, Ramesh Lal (70) 
and Pradeep (37), died on 
the spot. Kishore Kumar (35) 
was injured in the accident 
and was sent to Dhumakot 
PHC where he is undergoing 
treatment, SSP said.

Fire breaks 
out in train 
Ludhiana: The brake of 
one of the coaches of the 
Delhi-bound Shane-Punjab 
Express train caught fi re 
near Khanna late Tuesday 
evening, causing panic among 
passengers. Offi cials said 
the incident took place after 
the Amritsar-Delhi train left 
the Ludhiana railway station. 
After covering a distance of 
about 25 km, the brake of one 
of the coaches caught fi re. 
After seeing smoke, some 
of the frantic passengers 
raised an alarm.

Court denies bail 
to Naresh Balyan 
New Delhi: A Delhi court 
Wednesday denied bail to 
AAP MLA Naresh Balyan in 
a case under the stringent 
Maharashtra Control 
of Organised Crime Act 
(MCOCA). "Application 
dismissed," held special 
judge Kaveri Baweja. The 
judge January 9 reserved the 
order on the application after 
hearing arguments from the 
accused and the prosecution. 

SHORT TAKES
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Jammu, Jan 15: Amid grow-
ing concern over the myste-
rious death of 14 people in a 
remote village in Jammu and 
Kashmir over the past one 
month, the administration has 
directed offi cials to analyse re-
ports from institutions to iden-
tify the cause of the deaths.

Initial reports indicate the 
presence of certain neuro-
toxins in the samples of the 
deceased, which are being 
further investigated to de-
termine the reasons behind 
these fatalities, officials 
said. Chief Secretary Atal 
Dulloo chaired a high-level 
meeting with officials from 
divisional and district ad-
ministrations and health 
experts from several na-
tional institutions to review 

the measures taken so far 
to identify the cause of the 
mysterious deaths in Badhal 
village, Rajouri district.

The Chief Secretary empha-
sised the need for the Health 
and Police departments to 
work in close coordination and 
thoroughly analyse the reports 
received from various reputed 

institutions to ascertain the 
real cause of these deaths, an 
offi cial spokesperson said.

He directed the police de-
partment to utilise all available 
resources, including scientifi c 
methods, to advance the in-
vestigation to its logical con-
clusion. Similarly, the health 
department was instructed to 

study these reports to identify 
reasonable leads contributing 
to the deaths.

“The reports furnished by 
different institutions are now 
available, and more are ex-
pected soon. These should 
suffice to conclude the inves-
tigations and pinpoint the 
possible reasons behind the 
deaths in this particular vil-
lage,” Dulloo said. During the 
meeting, Dulloo heard from 
experts who had analysed 
numerous samples collected 
from the affected individuals 
and the area. He also sought 
their suggestions regarding 
the future course of action.

Experts informed the meet-
ing that extensive microbio-
logical studies ruled out viral, 
bacterial, or microbial infec-
tions as causes of the deaths. 
Instead, the deaths appeared 

to be localised and possibly 
linked epidemiologically, the 
spokesperson said. It was also 
disclosed that certain neurotox-
ins were identifi ed in the sam-
ples of the deceased, which are 
being further investigated, the 
spokesperson added.

From December 7, 2024, a to-
tal of 14 deaths out of 38 affect-
ed individuals were reported in 
three separate incidents in Bad-
hal village. The exact causes re-
main unknown, offi cials said.

The government has im-
plemented several measures, 
including deploying Rapid 
Response Teams, analysing 
samples from humans and ani-
mals, and testing water sourc-
es. Assistance from reputed 
health institutions across the 
country has also been sought 
to determine the actual cause 
of these deaths.

 MYSTERIOUS DEATHS IN J&K

Certain neurotoxins found in samples of dead persons
FROM DECEMBER 7, 2024, A TOTAL OF 14 DEATHS OUT OF 38 AFFECTED INDIVIDUALS WERE REPORTED 

IN THREE SEPARATE INCIDENTS IN BADHAL VILLAGE. THE EXACT CAUSES REMAIN UNKNOWN

Army personnel aerially display the national fl ag and military colours during the Gaurav Gaatha event, at 
Khadki in Pune, Maharashtra PTI PHOTO
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Kolkata, Jan 15: A PMLA 
court here Wednesday grant-
ed bail to former West Bengal 
minister Jyoti Priya Mallick in 
connection with an alleged ra-
tion distribution scam being 
probed by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on a personal 
bond of `50 lakh.

Mallick, who held the Food 
and Supplies portfolio from 
2011 to 2021, was arrested Oc-
tober 27, 2023 by the ED from 
his residence in Salt Lake here 
in connection with its investi-
gation into the alleged scam. 
Special judge Prasanta Mukho-
padhyay of the PMLA (Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act) 
court granted bail to Mallick on 
a personal bond of ` 50 lakh.

The former minister was 
also directed to furnish a bail 
bond of `50,000 with two sure-
ties of `25,000 each. Mallick's 
lawyers prayed for his bail on 
the ground that he was under 
a long period of detention and 
that the trial is not likely to 
commence soon.

The ED opposed the bail 
prayer claiming that he was 
one of the key accused in the 
case. Mallick held the Forest 
portfolio in the West Bengal 
cabinet when he was arrested.

The PMLA court had granted 
bail to Bakibur Rahaman and 
former Bongaon Municipali-
ty chairman Shankar Adya, 
co-accused in the case in Au-
gust 2024.  The ED has alleged 
that Mallick had links with 
Rahaman, who was arrested 
in October 2023 and Adya who 
was arrested in January 2024. 
The ED had December 12, 2023, 
fi led a charge sheet before the 
court against Mallick and Ra-
haman in the alleged ration 
distribution scam case. The 
charge sheet was fi led 46 days 
after Mallick's arrest.
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Gwalior (MP), Jan 15: A 
20-year-old woman was alleged-
ly shot dead in Gwalior city by 
her father and her cousin for 
refusing to marry the man 
chosen by them even as police 
offi cials were present right 
outside the house, a senior of-
fi cial said Wednesday. 

The accused allegedly 
pumped four bullets into the 
body of Tanu Gurjar, the vic-
tim, police said. The incident 
took place in Gola ka Mandir 
area Tuesday night, said City 
Superintendent of Police Na-
gendra Singh Sikarwar. "The 
victim was to get married Jan-
uary 18, but she was not ready 
to marry the man chosen by her 
family," he said. There were 
heated arguments between the 
woman and her parents Tues-
day night. Local police came to 
know about the tense situation, 
and two constables including a 
woman cop reached the spot to 
intervene, the offi cial said. 

As there was wedding atmo-
sphere in the house, the police 
personnel chose to stay out-
side and keep an eye on the 
situation, he said. While the 
relatives tried to pacify the 
woman and her parents, her 
father Mahesh Singh Gur-
jar (45) flew into rage. He 
and his nephew Rahul then 
allegedly shot Tanu with a 
country-made firearm and a 
pistol, the official said. She 
suffered four bullet injuries.

While Rahul fl ed from the 
spot, Mahesh Singh remained 
there, brandishing the weap-
on. The police took him in 
custody while the woman was 
taken to hospital where she 
was declared dead by the doc-
tors.  Rahul too was arrested 
Wednesday, the offi cial said, 
adding that further investiga-
tion is underway.

PMLA court grants bail 
to Jyoti Priya Mallick
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New Delhi, Jan 15: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi’s remarks 
that “we are now fi ghting the 
BJP, the RSS and the Indian 
state itself” triggered a row 
Wednesday with the BJP 
claiming that the Congress’ 
“ugly truth” has been exposed 
by its own leader and that his 
statement was straight out of 
“George Soros’ playbook”.

Addressing party leaders 
after the inauguration of the 
Congress’ new headquarters 
at 9A, Kotla Road here, Gand-
hi said, “Do not think that we 
are fi ghting a fair fi ght. There 
is no fairness in this. If you 
believe that we are fi ghting a 
political organisation called the 
BJP, that we are fi ghting a po-
litical organisation called the 
RSS, you have not understood 
what is going on.”

“The BJP and the RSS have 
captured every single insti-
tution of our country. We are 
now fi ghting the BJP, the RSS 
and the Indian state itself,” he 
said. BJP president J P Nadda 
claimed that the Congress’ 
“ugly truth” has been exposed 
by its own leader.

Nadda alleged on X that it is 
not a secret that Gandhi and 
his ecosystem have close links 
with urban Naxals and the deep 
state who want to “defame, de-
mean and discredit” India. He 
said Gandhi’s repeated actions 
have also strengthened this be-
lief. Everything he has done or 
said has been in the direction 
of breaking India and dividing 

our society, Nadda said.
“Hidden no more, Congress’ 

ugly truth now stands exposed 
by their own leader,” Nadda 
said. “I ‘compliment’ 

Mr Rahul Gandhi for saying 
clearly what the nation knows- 
that he is fi ghting the Indian 
state!” he said. The BJP president 
charged that the Congress has a 
history of encouraging forces 
that want to weaken India.

“Their greed for power meant 
compromising the nation's in-
tegrity and betraying the trust 
of the people,” Nadda said, add-
ing, people of India are wise, 
and they have decided they 
will always reject Gandhi and 
his rotten ideology. Tagging a 
video clip of Gandhi's remarks, 
Union minister and senior BJP 
leader Nirmala Sitharaman 
said, "The LoP, who was sworn 
in by taking oath on the Consti-
tution, is now saying, 'We are 
now fi ghting the BJP, the RSS 
and the Indian State itself.' So, 
@INCIndia and @RahulGand-
hi, what for are you carrying 
a copy of the Constitution in 
your hand?"

Rahul’s ‘fi ghting Indian 
state’ remark triggers row
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New Delhi, Jan 15: The Su-
preme Court Wednesday sought 
responses from the Centre and 
the poll panel on Congress 
general secretary Jai-
ram Ramesh’s plea 
against the recent 
amendments, in-
cluding no public 
access to CCTV, 
to the 1961 elec-
tion rules.

A bench com-
prising Chief Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna 
and Justice Sanjay Kumar 
took note of the submissions 
of senior advocates Kapil Sibal 
and Abhishek Manu Singhvi, 
appearing for Ramesh, and is-
sued notices on the plea. The 
bench said it would hear the 

plea in the week commencing 
March 17.

Singhvi said amendments to 
the 1961 Conduct of Election 
Rules were made “very clev-
erly” and barred any access 

to CCTV footage claiming 
it would reveal the iden-

tity of the voter. 
He said voting 

choices were nev-
er revealed and 
the CCTV footage 
couldn't reveal votes.

The senior lawyer 
urged the bench to ask 

the Election Commission of 
India (ECI) and the Centre to 
fi le their responses before the 
next date of hearing else they 
would come and say “reply is 
needed to be fi led” on that day. 
“They will fi le the responses,” 
the CJI said.

Speaking at the inauguration of the new Congress 
headquarters here, Gandhi also hit out at RSS chief 
Mohan Bhagwat, saying his remark that India got 

“true independence” after the Ram temple consecration 
amounts to treason and is an insult to every Indian

Woman murdered 
by father, cousin while
cops stand outside house

ELECTION RULES ROW

SC seeks Centre, poll panel 
reply on Jairam Ramesh’s plea

111 farmers begin fast 
in solidarity with Dallewal
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Jan 15: Ramping 
up the pressure on the govern-
ment, a group of 111 farmers be-
gan a fast-unto-death Wednes-
day in solidarity with their 
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal, 
and vowed they won't relent 
until their demands are met.

Farmer leaders said the new 
'jatha', who are all in black at-
tire, sat on the Haryana side of 
the border -- Dallewal has been 
sitting on the hunger strike 
since November 26 last year at 
the Khanauri border point on 
the Punjab side -- and arrange-
ment are being made for tents 
and blankets as the tempera-
ture dips in the region.

The jurisdiction of Hary-
ana's Jind district begins after 
Khanauri. The Haryana Police 
has enhanced security on its 
side of the border and imposed 
Section 163 of Bhartiya Nagar-
ik Suraksha Sanhita, banning 
gathering of fi ve or more 
people. The protesting farm-
ers have expressed concern 
over Dallewal's "deteriorating" 
health, saying the 70-year-old 
risks "multiple organ failure" 
because of the prolonged fast-
ing. The group of 111 farmers 
who joined the fast Wednes-
day was led by farmer leader 
Surjit Singh Hardojhande who 
targeted the Centre for not ac-
cepting farmers' demands.

"For the past 51 days, Dalle-
wal has been on the fast. The 
Centre is not accepting our de-
mands and his health is deteri-
orating," he said. "If our family 
head (Dallewal) is going to die 
then we thought we should also 
lay down our lives." "Our jatha 
is going (for an indefi nite fast) 
to press the Centre to initiate 
talks and accept our demands," 

said Hardojhande. The fast 
will continue till the gov-
ernment accepts our 
demands, he as-
serted.

After the 
111 protesters 
began their 
fast, farmer 
leader Kata 
Singh Kotra 
said, "We 
have told 
the Haryana 
police we will 
sit in a peaceful 
manner."  Jind 
Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Amit Bha-
tia said police have asked the 
farmers not to do anything 
which vitiates law and order 
and disturbs peace.

"Section 163 is already in 
force and farmers have been 
informed about it. We are keep-
ing utmost restraint and our ef-
fort is to deal with it in a peace-
ful manner. We have told them 
the terms and conditions for a 
peaceful demonstration," he 
said. The DSP said the stretch 
of the land where the farmers 
began their fast on Wednesday 
falls under Haryana. "Our ju-

risdiction is 590 meters from 
the naka (police barricad-

ing)," said the DSP.
Farmers, under 
the banner of the 

SKM (Non-Po-
litical) and 
Kisan Maz-
door Morcha, 
have been 
camping at 
the Shambhu 
and Khanauri 

border points 
between Pun-

jab and Haryana 
since February 13 

last year, after security 
forces did not allow them to 

march to Delhi to press for their 
various demands including a le-
gal guarantee of minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for their crops. 

Farmer leader Abhimanyu 
Kohar, who has been associ-
ated with Dallewal for a long 
time, lashed out at the Union 
government Wednesday for 
not "paying a heed" to farmers' 
demands. "Today, Dallewal's 
fast-unto-death entered day 51. 
The Centre is neither ready to 
listen to anything nor it is ini-
tiating talks nor fulfi lling our 
demands." 

THE 
HARYANA 

POLICE HAS ENHANCED 
SECURITY ON ITS SIDE OF 

THE BORDER AND IMPOSED 
SECTION 163 OF BHARTIYA NAGARIK 

SURAKSHA SANHITA, BANNING 
GATHERING OF FIVE OR MORE PEOPLE
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As Per My Ground 
Reports
Manish Sisodia 
is struggling in 
Jangpura; massive 
public anger 
against Arvind 

Kejriwal is evident. 
Delhi Elections results will trigger 
AAP  dramatic downfall. 
Rahul Gandhi should target 
impressive 15%+ vote share now.

 @Politicx2029
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national
APEX COURT INSISTS ON 
COLOUR-CODED STICKERS 
 The Supreme Court Wednesday 
deliberated over making hologram-
based colour-coded stickers for ve-
hicles mandatory across the country 
and stressed on the effective imple-
mentation of the pollution under 
control (PUC) certifi cate norms

The emergence of non-
state actors in many 
countries and their resort-
ing to terrorism is also a 
matter of concern
RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE MINISTER 

ED arrests former 
Ch’garh minister 
Raipur: The Enforcement 
Directorate on Wednesday 
arrested Congress MLA in 
Chhattisgarh and former 
state excise minister Kawasi 
Lakhma in an alleged liquor 
scam. He was produced 
before the special court 
for Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) 
here which granted the ED 
his custodial remand till 
January 21. The central 
agency had December 28 
raided the properties of the 
former minister and his son 
Harish in Raipur, Sukma 
and Dhamtari districts as 
part of a money laundering 
investigation into the case. 
It subsequently questioned 
Lakhma (71) and his 
son in the case.

BSF pushes back 13 
Bangladeshi infi ltrators
Kolkata: The BSF pushed 
back 13 Bangladeshi 
intruders and arrested 
three cattle smugglers, 
successfully thwarting 
multiple smuggling and 
infiltration attempts across 
North 24 Parganas, Nadia, 
Murshidabad and Malda 
districts along the India-
Bangladesh border in West 
Bengal. In addition, BSF 
troops seized 1,236 bottles 
of banned Phensedyl and 
rescued 18 cattle 
during these operations.

Relief to Mayawati
New Delhi: In a relief to BSP 
supremo Mayawati, the 
Supreme Court on Wednesday 
disposed of a petition fi led in 
2009 seeking a probe into the 
alleged spending of more than 
`2,000 crore from the Uttar 
Pradesh government's budget 
on installing elephant statutes 
and personal glorifi cation, 
when she was the chief 
minister of the state. The 
development came on a day 
Mayawati turned 69.

So, opposing 
the Indian 
State itself 

has become the 
new agenda of Ra-
hul Gandhi and the 
Congress party!

PRAMOD SAWANT |  GOA CM

By abrogating 
Article 370 in 
2019, Prime 

Minister Narendra 
Modi gave a clear 
message to the 
world that for 
Indians, there is nothing bigger 
than the self-respect of India and 
its honour

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

The spirit of 
service is a 
symbol of 

secularism. The 
main foundation of 
our spiritual cul-
ture is the spirit of 
service. India is not just a piece of 
land surrounded by geographical 
boundaries. It is a living land, living 
culture. Knowledge is spirituality 
and if we want to understand In-
dia, we have to imbibe spirituality

NARENDRA MODI  |  PRIME MINISTER

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Jan 15: Bookings 
as well as airfares for fl ights to 
Prayagraj have jumped multi-
fold as more people travel for 
the Maha Kumbh, with the air 
ticket prices rising up to 21 per 
cent for the Delhi-Prayagraj 
fl ights.

According to an analysis by 
travel portal ixigo, the one-way 
airfare between Bhopal and 
Prayagraj has surged the max-
imum at 498 per cent to `17,796 
from `2,977 last year.

These are one-way aver-
age fares on 30 days APD (ad-
vanced purchase date) basis for 

the January 13 to February 26, 
2025, compared to the year-ago 
period.

While the airfare from Delhi 
to Prayagraj has risen 21 per 
cent to `5,748, the jump is 13 
per cent to `6,381 for the Mum-
bai-Prayagraj fl ight. The rise in 
the air ticket price is 89 per cent 
for the Bengaluru-Prayagraj 
service to `11,158 while the in-
crease is 41 per cent to `10,364 
for the Ahmedabad-Prayagraj 
fl ight, as per the analysis.

For the fl ights to Lucknow 
and Varanasi, cities that are 
near Prayagraj where the Maha 
Kumbh is happening, airfares 
have gone up in the range of 3 

to 21 per cent.
On a year-on-year basis, 

fl ight bookings to Prayagraj 
have jumped 162 per cent while 
the bookings to Lucknow and 

Varanasi have increased 42 
per cent and 127 per cent, re-
spectively. The fi gures are for 
the January 13 to February 26 
period, the analysis showed.

ixigo said that Prayagraj is 
now connected to over 20 des-
tinations through direct and 
one-stop fl ights, compared to 
just one from Delhi during the 
last Maha Kumbh. The Maha 
Kumbh, which started on Jan-
uary 13, will conclude Febru-
ary 26.

"One-way airfares from ma-
jor metros to Prayagraj and 
surrounding airports are av-
eraging between `7,000-10,000 
if booked 30 days in advance. 
However, on certain routes 
like Bhopal-Prayagraj, fares 
are reaching up to `17,000 
one way due to peak demand 
and limited fl ight availabili-

ty," ixigo Group CEO Aloke 
Bajpai said.

Fares are also trending 
higher for travel before key 
'snan' dates. For example, 
fares for January 27 from key 
metros like Mumbai are going 
as high as `27,000 one-way for 
non-stop fl ights. Bookings for 
trains to Prayagraj have also 
jumped for the January 13 to 
February 26 period. The pres-
ent edition of the Kumbh is be-
ing held after 12 years, though 
seers claim the celestial per-
mutations and combinations 
for the event are taking place 
after 144 years, making the oc-
casion even more auspicious.

Maha Kumbh: Airfares rise for Prayagraj fl ights
According to an analysis by travel portal ixigo, the one-way airfare between Bhopal and Prayagraj has surged the maximum at 498 per cent to ` 17,796 from `2,977 last year

Devotees during the ongoing ‘Maha Kumbh Mela’ festival in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh  PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Jan 15: AAP 
national convener Arvind 
Kejriwal Wednesday fi led his 
nomination from New Delhi 
constituency for the upcoming 
Assembly elections and urged 
people to vote based on work 
and not "abuses".

Before fi ling his nomination 
papers, Kejriwal, accompa-
nied by his wife Sunita, of-
fered prayers at Hanuman and 
Valmiki temples. He then led a 
'padyatra' from the AAP offi ce 
to the New Delhi district magis-
trate's offi ce, where he fi led his 
nomination.

Hundreds of AAP workers, 
carrying party fl ags, walked 
with the former chief minister. 
After fi ling his nomination, Ke-
jriwal exuded confi dence that 
the AAP would return to power 
in Delhi.

"AAP will form the govern-
ment with full majority," he 
told reporters. "I want to re-
quest the people of Delhi to vote 
based on work and not abuses," 

he said.
Attacking the BJP, Kejriwal 

said the party has no vision, no 
chief ministerial face and no 
narrative. "They are not telling 
what work they will do in the 
next fi ve years. People of Delhi 
cannot be bought with a pair of 
shoes, people are seeing what the 
BJP is doing," he said. On reports 
about a threat to his life from a 
pro-Khalistani outfi t, the AAP 
leader said God was with him.

"Jako rakhe saiyan maar 
sake na koye (Those protected 
by God cannot be killed by any-
one). God is with me. One lives 
as long as their lifeline. The day 
one's lifeline ends, God calls 
them," he told reporters after 
offering prayers at the Prachin 
Hanuman temple. Sunita Ke-
jriwal said the people of Delhi 

know who will provide better 
governance.

"People know who can pro-
vide leadership. So, people will 
decide," she said. Kejriwal has 
held the New Delhi seat since 
2013. He is pitted against BJP's 
Parvesh Verma and Congress 
leader Sandeep Dikshit this 
time. Voting for the 70-member 
Delhi Assembly is scheduled 
to be held on February 5. The 
counting of votes will be taken 
up on February 8. Meanwhile, 
the Union Home Ministry has 
granted sanction to the Enforce-
ment Directorate to prosecute 
former Delhi chief minister 
and AAP national convenor 
Arvind Kejriwal in the excise 
policy linked money laundering 
case, offi cials said Wednesday.

The federal agency fi led a 
chargesheet against the 56-year-
old politician before a special 
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) court here 
last year after arresting him in 
March. Kejriwal, who is cur-
rently out on bail in this case, is 
contesting the Delhi Assembly 
polls from the New Delhi seat.

The Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) has recently granted 
the required sanction to the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
for prosecuting Kejriwal under 
the anti-money laundering law 
in the Delhi excise policy case, 
offi cials said. The ministry 
is the competent authority to 
okay such a request moved by 
the agency through the Delhi 
LG, they said.

The offi cials said similar 
sanctions have also been ob-
tained for other accused pub-
lic servants, including former 
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia, in this case.

Attacking the BJP, 
Kejriwal said the 

party has no vision, 
no chief ministerial 

face and no narrative

DELHI POLLS

Kejriwal fi les nomination
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New Delhi, Jan 15: A 
high-powered enquiry commit-
tee has submitted its report on 
activities of some organised 
criminal groups and terrorist 
organisations, which under-
mined the security interests of 
both India and the US.

The probe was ordered after 
the US alleged that there was 
an attempt to kill Khalistani 
separatist Gurpatwant Singh 
Pannun by Indian agents. In 
a statement, the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA) said after 
a long enquiry, the committee 
has recommended legal action 
against an individual, whose 
earlier criminal links and an-
tecedents also came to notice 
during the enquiry.

The home ministry state-
ment, however, did not name 
any individual against whom 
action has been initiated.

 The MHA said on receipt of 
information provided by US 
authorities regarding activi-
ties of some organised crim-
inal groups, terrorist organ-
isations, drug peddlers, etc., 
who undermined the security 
interests of both India and the 
US, a high-powered enquiry 
committee was set up by the 
government of India in Novem-
ber 2023.

The committee conducted 
its own investigations, and al-
so pursued leads provided by 
the US side and it received full 

cooperation from US authori-
ties and the two sides also ex-
changed visits. The committee 
further examined a number of 
offi cials from different agencies 
and also scrutinised relevant 
documents in this connection.

"After a long enquiry, the 
Committee has submitted its 
report to the Government and 
recommended legal action 
against an individual, whose 
earlier criminal links and an-
tecedents also came to notice 
during the enquiry," the state-
ment said. The committee has 
recommended that the legal 
action must be completed ex-
peditiously.
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New Delhi, Jan 15: The Con-
gress' new headquarters locat-
ed at 9A, Kotla Road here was 
inaugurated Wednesday, as the 
grand old party turned a page 
in its history after operating 
from its iconic 24, Akbar Road 
premises for the last 47 years.

Congress parliamentary 
party chief Sonia Gandhi in-
augurated the plush fi ve-sto-
rey building in the presence 
of party president Mallikarjun 
Kharge, former party chief 
Rahul Gandhi, and general 
secretaries Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra, Jairam Ramesh and K C 
Venugopal, among other senior 
leaders. Indira Gandhi Bha-
wan, constructed by L&T and 
designed by Hafeez Contractor, 
narrates the tale of the party's 
139-year-old history with its 
walls adorning pictures from 
the freedom struggle to the par-
ty's governance achievements.

The fi ve principles of the 
Congress -- democracy, na-
tionalism, secularism, inclu-
sive growth and justice -- are 
inscribed on one of the walls 
of the building. As one enters 
the building, the wall in front 
adorns the pictures of the par-
ty's fi rst president W C Benerjee 
and current chief Kharge.

While BR Ambedkar's picture 
with an inspirational quote 
adorns a wall, several other ra-
re pictures showcasing India's 
struggle for independence and 
the Congress leaders' contri-
bution are also put up across 
the fi ve storeys. From Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel to Subhas 
Chandra Bose and from Rabin-
dranath Tagore to Khan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan, their contribu-
tions are highlighted.

The party's 139-year histo-
ry is showcased throughout 
the building on the walls, in a 
unique blend of traditional and 
the modern. 
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New Delhi, Jan 15: The Rail-
way Board has given recognition 
to two federations of rail employ-
ees, the All India Railwaymen's 
Federation (AIRF) and the Na-
tional Federation of Indian Rail-
waymen (NFIR), for fi ve years 
after their victory in the recently 
held secret ballot elections.

While recognizing the two 
federations, the board said 
that they have to follow the 
provisions of Indian Railway 
Establishment Manual and 

they will not maintain any po-
litical fund. “Board has decided 
to accord recognition to the two 
Federations namely All India 
Railwaymen's Federation and 
National Federation of Indian 
Railwaymen at Railway Board 
level for a period of fi ve years,” 
a board's letter dated January 
13 said, specifying certain con-
ditions for them to abide by.

On November 17, 2024, the 
Railway Board had consti-
tuted a Secret Ballot Election 
Committee-III (SBEC-III) which 
proposed certain norms for con-

testing federations to get recog-
nition. Based on those norms, 
secret ballot elections were held 
for three days from December 4 
to 6, 2024 and the constituents of 
the two federations -- AIRF and 
NFIR -- received more than 15 
per cent votes, one of the man-
datory conditions to get Rail-
way Board's recognition.

The board said that the two 
federations have to follow the 
provisions of Indian Railway 
Establishment Manual and 
they will not maintain any po-
litical fund. 

Panel submits report on 
activities of terror groups

The probe was ordered after 
the US alleged that there was 
an attempt to kill Khalistani 
separatist Gurpatwant Singh 
Pannun by Indian agents

In a statement, the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (MHA) said after 
a long enquiry, the committee 
has recommended legal action 
against an individual, whose 
earlier criminal links and 
antecedents also came to notice 
during the enquiry

Railway Board gives recognition to AIRF, NFIR for fi ve years

Sonia inaugurates 
Cong’s new Kotla 
Road headquarters

AGENCIES

Mumbai, Jan 15: Indian Navy 
warships INS Surat, INS Nilg-
iri and INS Vaghsheer were 
commissioned at the Naval 
Dockyard here in the presence 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Wednesday. The Navy 
described the commissioning 
of the three major combatants 
as a historic occasion. 

PM Modi Wednesday said 
India is emerging as a major 
maritime power, and being 
recognised as a reliable and 
responsible partner globally. 

INS Nilgiri, the lead ship of 
the Project 17A stealth frigate 
class, represents a significant 
advancement over the Shiva-

lik-class frigates. INS Surat, 
the fourth and final vessel 
of the Project 15B stealth de-
stroyer class, is a follow-on to 
the Kolkata-class destroyers. 
INS Vaghsheer is the sixth 

and final submarine under 
the Scorpene-class Project 
75. It is a diesel-electric sub-
marine designed for multiple 
roles, including anti-surface 
warfare, anti-submarine war-

fare, and intelligence gather-
ing. All the three platforms 
have been designed and built 
entirely in India, reflecting 
the country’s growing exper-
tise in defence production.

3 NAVAL WARSHIPS COMMISSIONED GRAP 4 curbs 
invoked in Delhi
New Delhi: The Centre’s panel on 
Delhi-NCR’s air quality Wednesday 
invoked curbs under stage 4 of 
the Graded Response Action Plan 
amid a sharp dip in air quality due 
to unfavourable meteorological 
conditions, according to an offi cial 
order. Calm winds, low temperatures 
and foggy conditions allowed 
accumulation of pollutants in the 
region, with the air quality index 
soaring from 275 Tuesday to 396 
at 6 pm Wednesday. The India 
Meteorological Department and the 
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology 
predicted that AQI may breach 
the 400 mark soon. Accordingly, 
the Commission for Air Quality 
Management directed authorities in 
Delhi-NCR to "straightway invoke" all 
actions under stages 3 and 4.



We call upon Russia 
to immediately con-
fi rm Oscar Jenkins' 

status. But if there has 
been any harm caused to 
Oscar Jenkins, that is abso-
lutely reprehensible. And 
the Australian government 
will take the strongest 
action possible
ANTHONY ALBANESE | PM, AUSTRALIA

REUTERS

Washington, Jan 15: Pres-
ident Joe Biden will cap his 
half-century political career 
Wednesday with a fi nal Oval 
Offi ce speech, hoping to seal a 
legacy that has been overshad-
owed by Democrats’ failure 
to stop Donald Trump from 
returning to the White House.

Biden ran for president in 
2020 as a transition fi gure, but 
opted at the unprecedented age 
of 80 to run for reelection, con-
vinced he was the only Dem-
ocrat who could beat Trump.

Forced out of the race in 
July after a disastrous debate 
against Trump, Biden has 
been blamed by some Dem-
ocrats for their November 
wipeout, after Vice President 
Kamala Harris’ whirlwind 
campaign lost every battle-
ground state.

Biden and his allies over-
saw the recovery from COVID, 
funded an infrastructure re-
vival, sparked new semicon-
ductor chips manufacturing, 
and tackled climate change 
as they tried to rebalance 
inequality and invest in the 
future. He leaves an outper-
forming US economy and op-
timistic businesses.

But Biden was unable to 
heal divisions in the coun-
try the way he had hoped, or 

stop democratic backsliding 
around the world. His crown-
ing political achievement - de-
feating Trump in 2020 - proved 
temporary. Now the Republi-
can president-elect has vowed 
to undo much of what the Dem-
ocratic administration accom-
plished.

“All Joe Biden wanted was 
to be remembered for the great 
things he did for this country 
and, at least in the short run, 

they’ve been eclipsed by his 
ill-conceived decision to run,” 
said David Axelrod, a former 
adviser to President Barack 
Obama.

“He became a historic 
president when he defeated 
Trump. So obviously the fact 
that Trump is resurgent and 
returning to power, more 
powerful than he was when 
he left, is an unhappy coda to 
the story.”

Biden addressed what he de-
scribed as an ongoing threat 
to the country in a letter re-
leased early Wednesday by the 
White House. 

“I ran for president be-
cause I believed that the soul 
of America was at stake. The 
very nature of who we are was 
at stake. And, that’s still the 
case,” he said, urging Amer-
icans to keep fighting for the 
country’s focus on equality, 
life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness.

A White House offi cial said 
that legacies are set over the 
long term.

“In historical terms, it has 
been a millisecond since the 
election. This president has 
locked in the most signifi cant 
legislative record since LBJ 
(President Lyndon Johnson 
in the 1960s), and the irrevers-
ible benefi ts of those laws will 
grow over decades,” the offi -
cial said. 

REUTERS

Seoul, Jan 15: Impeached 
South Korean President Yoon 
Suk Yeol was arrested and 
questioned for hours by investi-
gators Wednesday in relation to 
a criminal insurrection probe, 
ending a weeks-long standoff 
with authorities.

His arrest, the fi rst ever for 
a sitting president in South Ko-
rea, is the latest head-spinning 
development in one of Asia’s 
most vibrant democracies, even 
though the country has a histo-
ry of prosecuting and imprison-
ing former leaders.

Since lawmakers voted to 
impeach and strip him of his 
duties after his short-lived Dec 3 
declaration of martial law, Yoon 
has been holed up at his hillside 
residence, guarded by a small ar-
my of presidential security staff 
who blocked a previous arrest 
attempt earlier this month.

He turned himself in for ques-
tioning at the corruption inves-
tigation offi ces Wednesday after 
more than 3,000 police offi cers 
seeking to arrest him marched 
on his residence before dawn.

“I decided to respond to the 
CIO’s investigation - despite it 
being an illegal investigation - to 
prevent unsavoury bloodshed,” 

Yoon said in a statement, refer-
ring to the Corruption Investi-
gation Offi ce for High-ranking 
Offi cials (CIO) that is heading 
the criminal inquiry.

A prosecutor accompanied 
Yoon in his car from his home 
in the upscale district known 
as Seoul’s Beverly Hills to the 
austere CIO offi ces, where he 
slipped in through a back en-
trance, avoiding the media. 

As Yoon was being interrogat-
ed, an unidentifi ed man in his 
60s set himself on fi re nearby, 
fi re services said. The man was 
severely burned and was uncon-
scious.

Authorities have 48 hours to 
question Yoon, after which they 
must seek a warrant to detain 
him for up to 20 days or release 
him.

However, Yoon is refusing to 
talk and has not agreed to have 
interviews with investigators 
recorded on video, a CIO offi -
cial said. The CIO said it had 

no information on why Yoon 
was refusing to talk.

The presidential motorcade 
was seen leaving the CIO of-
fi ces late Wednesday evening, 
with Yoon expected to be held at 
Seoul Detention Centre, where 
other high-profi le fi gures in-
cluding former President Park 
Geun-hye and Samsung Elec-
tronics Chairman Jay Y Lee 
have also spent time.

SERIOUS INTEREST
Yoon’s brief declaration of 

martial law shocked South 
Koreans and rattled Asia’s 
fourth-largest economy, and it 

has ushered in an unprecedent-
ed period of political turmoil 
in one of the United States’ key 
security partners in the region. 
Lawmakers voted to impeach 
Yoon Dec 14.

Separate to the criminal in-
vestigation, the Constitutional 
Court is deliberating whether to 
uphold Yoon’s impeachment by 
parliament and permanently re-
move him from offi ce or restore 
his presidential powers.

The US remains committed 
to working with Seoul and ap-
preciates its efforts “to act in 
accordance with the Constitu-
tion”, a spokesperson for the 
White House National Security 
Council said in statement.

The top government spokes-
person in neighbouring Japan 
told a daily news briefi ng that 

Tokyo was following develop-
ments in South Korea “with 
particular and serious interest”.

Wednesday’s arrest attempt 
had hundreds of thousands of 
people glued to TV live feeds 
showing busloads of police 
arriving near the presidential 
residence, pushing past Yoon 
supporters and then walking 
towards the gates of the com-
pound carrying ladders and 
wire cutters.

Throngs of protesters, who 
also gathered outside the CIO 
offi ces, waved South Korean 
and American fl ags and held 
posters bearing “Stop the Steal” 
slogans referring to Yoon’s un-
substantiated claims of election 
fraud - one of the reasons he 
gave to justify his martial law 
declaration.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Stilfontein, South Africa, Jan 
15: South African police said 
Wednesday they have ended 
a rescue operation at an aban-
doned gold mine where scores 
of illegal miners were trapped 
and believe they rescued all the 
survivors and retrieved all the 
bodies of those who died.

The announcement was a sur-
prise and came just a day after 
the police minister said the res-
cue operation would likely last 
until at least next week. Police 
said that 78 bodies had been re-
covered from the gold mine since 
the rescue operation began Mon-
day and more than 240 survivors 
had been rescued.

Police made the announce-
ment at a news conference at 
the mine. They said rescuers 
would do a fi nal sweep of the 
mine Thursday to ensure no 
more survivors or bodies were 
underground.

Rescuers and volunteers have 
pulled at least 78 dead miners and 
more than 160 survivors from an 
abandoned South African gold 

mine, where they languished for 
months during a standoff with 
authorities who demanded they 
surrender to police because they 
were mining illegally.

Hundreds are still believed 
to be trapped Wednesday and 
the death toll is expected to rise 
in a disaster that has focused 
criticism on the South African 
government's decision to try to 
“smoke them out” by cutting off 
food and other supplies for a time.

Civic groups claim authori-
ties also removed the ropes and 
pulley systems that the miners 
used to enter at least one shaft 
and send down supplies.

The groups say the govern-
ment’s weekslong refusal to stage 
a rescue effectively left scores of 
miners to die of starvation or 
dehydration. A rescue is now 
underway — after a court order 
— but only a few miners can be 
pulled up at a time, and the oper-
ation could take 10 days.
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2 PRIVATE LUNAR LANDERS 
HEAD TOWARD THE MOON 
In a two-for-one moonshot, SpaceX launched a 
pair of lunar landers Wednesday for US and Japa-
nese companies looking to jumpstart business 
on Earth’s dusty sidekick. The two landers rock-
eted away in the middle of the night from NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Centre, the latest in a stream of 
private spacecraft aiming for the moon

Prez Xi holds talks 
with Dissanayake
Beijing: President Xi Jinping 
Wednesday expressed Beijing’s 
readiness to usher in a new era 
of development in China-Sri 
Lanka ties as he met Sri Lankan 
counterpart Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake here following 
which both countries signed 
several agreements to boost 
bilateral relations. Dissanayake, 
who arrived here Tuesday on 
a four-day visit a month after 
travelling to India on his fi rst 
overseas trip since assuming 
offi ce in September, was given 
a ceremonial welcome at the 
Great Hall of People following 
which both the Presidents held 
talks. President Xi reiterated 
China’s commitment to 
continuing its cooperation with 
Sri Lanka in the future, the 
release said. Following this, 
the two sides signed several 
MoUs aimed at strengthening 
collaboration in areas such as 
economy, social development, 
and industry, it said.  

German economy 
shrinks for 2nd year
Berlin: Germany’s economy 
shrank for the second 
straight year in 2024 as 
worried consumers held 
back on spending and 
Chinese competition ate 
into the country’s traditional 
exports of cars and industrial 
machinery. The year’s weak 
performance underlines 
Germany’s status as 
Europe’s worst performing 
major economy and shows 
the country as having no 
meaningful growth in the past 
four years as it has struggled 
to deal with major shifts in 
the global economy. Gross 
domestic product contracted 
by 0.2 per cent last year, 
following a 0.3 per cent 
decline in 2023, according to 
preliminary offi cial fi gures 
released Wednesday, weeks 
before an election in which 
the economy is the top issue. 

B’desh SC acquits 
Khaleda Zia
Dhaka: Bangladesh Supreme 
Court acquitted former prime 
minister and BNP Chairperson 
Khaleda Zia in a corruption 
case Wednesday, overturning 
the High Court’s earlier 10-
year prison sentence. The 
verdict was delivered by a 
bench led by Chief Justice 
Syed Refaat Ahmed after 
reviewing 79 year old Zia’s 
appeal against the High 
Court’s ruling Wednesday, the 
Dhaka Tribune reported. The 
Supreme Court acquitted Zia, 
the party’s Acting Chairman 
Tarique Rahman, and all other 
suspects in their appeal over 
the Zia Orphanage Trust graft 
case, the report added. The 
Appellate Division noted that 
the case was motivated by 
revenge. 

Muscat is 
hopeful of 
concluding 

the ambitious 
trade pact with 
India this year, 
which is expected 
to signifi cantly expand the two-
way trade and investment ties 
between the two countries

QAIS BIN MOHAMMAD AL-YOUSEF |  
COMMERCE MINISTER, OMAN

I will not go 
into details, I 
can only con-

fi rm the validity of 
fears that Russia 
was planning acts 
of air terror, not 
only against Poland, but against 
airlines around the world

DONALD TUSK  | PRIME MINISTER, POLAND

We will 
approach 
the next US 

administration to 
convey that con-
structive commit-
ment of the United 
States in this region is important 
also for the United States itself

TAKESHI IWAYA  |  FOREIGN MINISTER, JAPAN

SHORT TAKES

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Los Angeles, Jan 15: When 
the Palisades Fire broke out 
in Los Angeles last Tuesday, 
Hollywood’s awards season 
was in full swing. The Golden 
Globes had transpired less than 
48 hours earlier and a series of 
splashy awards banquets fol-
lowed in the days after.

But the enormity of the de-
struction in Southern Califor-
nia has quickly snuffed out all 
festiveness in the movie indus-
try’s high season of celebration. 
At one point, the fl ames even 
encroached on the hillside 
above the Dolby Theatre, the 
home of the Academy Awards.

The fi res have struck at the 
very heart of a movie industry 
still trying to stabilize itself af-

ter years of pandemic, labour 
turmoil and technological up-
heaval. Not for the fi rst time 
this decade, the Oscars are fac-
ing the question of: Should the 
show go on? And if it does, what 
do they mean now?

“With ALL due respect 
during Hollywood’s season of 
celebration, I hope any of the 
networks televising the up-
coming awards will seriously 
consider NOT televising them 
and donating the revenue they 
would have gathered to victims 
of the fi res and the fi refi ghters,” 
“Hacks” star Jean Smart, a re-
cent Globe winner, wrote on 
Instagram.

The Oscars remain as sched-
uled, but it’s certain that they 
will be transformed due to the 
wildfi res, and that most of the 

red-carpet pomp that typically 
stretches between now and then 
will be curtailed if not altogeth-
er cancelled. With so many left 
without a home by the fi res, 
there’s scant appetite for the 
usual self-congratulatory pa-
rades of the season.

Focus has turned, instead, 
to what the Oscars might sym-
bolize for a traumatised Los 
Angeles. The Oscars have nev-

er meant less, but, at the same 
time, they might be more im-
portant than ever as a beacon 
of perseverance for the reeling 
movie capital.

The fi lm academy Monday 
for the second time delayed its 
nominations announcement. 
Nominations will now be an-
nounced virtually February 
23. The academy also cancelled 
its annual nominees luncheon 

and said it’s planning to hon-
our frontline workers and to 
support relief efforts.

“We will get through this 
together and bring a sense of 
healing to our global fi lm com-
munity,” vowed Bill Kramer, 
academy chief executive, and 
Janet Yang, academy president.

The fi res, one of the costliest 
natural disasters in US history, 
continue. The ongoing nature 
of the crisis, which has killed 
at least 25 people, has made re-
making well-laid plans a mov-
ing target. The Critics Choice 

Awards have been postponed.
Nominations to the Produc-

ers Guild Awards have been 
delayed twice with no new 
date set. The guild established 
a fund to support producers af-
fected by the fi res Tuesday.

The 67th Grammy Awards, 
scheduled to be held February 
2 in downtown Los Angeles, 
are going forward, albeit with 
signifi cant changes. Harvey 
Mason jr, Recording Academy 
chief executive, and Board of 
Trustees chair Tammy Hurt 
said this year's Grammys 
“will carry a renewed sense 
of purpose: raising addition-
al funds to support wildfi re 
relief efforts and honouring 
the bravery and dedication of 
fi rst responders who risk their 
lives to protect ours.”

Some telethon-like element 
also seems sure to accompa-
ny the Oscars. In recent days, 
many throughout the industry 
have voiced suggestions for 
how the broadcast could be re-
considered.

The fi lm academy Monday for 
the second time delayed its 

nominations announcement

Nominations will now be 
announced virtually 

February 23 

The academy also cancelled 
its annual nominees luncheon 

and said it’s planning to honour 
frontline workers and to 
support relief efforts

As LA burns, Hollywood’s Oscar season turns into a pledge drive
The fires have struck at the very heart of a 
movie industry still trying to stabilize itself 

after years of pandemic, labour turmoil
and technological upheaval

B’desh HC commutes 
ULFA leader’s life term to 
14 years imprisonment
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, Jan 15: Bangladesh 
High Court has reduced the life 
sentence of ULFA leader Paresh 
Baruah to 14 years imprison-
ment in connection with an 
attempt to smuggle truckloads 
of weapons to the hideouts of 
the separatist group in Assam 
two decades ago.

Last month, the court had 
commuted Baruah’s death 
sentence to life imprisonment.

Baruah, the United Libera-
tion Front of Asom’s military 
commander who is believed 
to be living in China, was sen-
tenced to death after a trial in 
absentia in 2014. His name also 
fi gures in the ‘most wanted’ list 
of India’s National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA).

“The two-judge bench com-
muted the life imprisonment of 
Baruah and four Bangladeshis,” 
an offi cial of the attorney gen-
eral’s bureau said Wednesday.

The High Court Tuesday 
acquitted former Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) state 
minister for home affairs Lut-
fuzzaman Babar and fi ve oth-
ers, who were sentenced to life 
imprisonment in the same case.

The court also commuted the 
prison sentences of fi ve more 
convicts, including Baruah. 
The bench also declared abet-
ted (ended) the appeals of other 
three accused as they died.

Truckloads of weapons were 
seized in April 2004 that were 
being transported to ULFA 
hideouts in northeastern India 
through Chattogram, which was 
then spelled as ‘Chittagong’.

South Africa accused 
of ‘horrifi c’ crackdown

South Korea’s Yoon finally arrested

Biden bids farewell from Oval Offi ce
� President makes Oval Offi ce 
address Wednesday evening

� Running for reelection ushered in 
Trump return, critics say

� Biden’s decades in Senate, vice 
presidency, White House overshad-
owed for now by Trump’s comeback

� Leaves strong economy, manufac-
turing pickup

South Korean 
investigators 
question arrested 
President Yoon in 
insurrection probe

� YOON IS FIRST SITTING PRESIDENT 
TO BE ARRESTED

� INVESTIGATION RELATED TO HIS DEC 
3 MARTIAL LAW DECREE

� JAPAN MONITORING EVENTS WITH 
‘SERIOUS INTEREST’

� US SAYS IT IS COMMITTED TO 
WORKING WITH SOUTH KOREA

I decided to respond to the CIO’s investigation - despite it being an 
illegal investigation - to prevent unsavoury bloodshed

YOON SUK YEOL | IMPEACHED PRESIDENT, SOUTH KOREA

 I ran for president because I believed that the soul of 
America was at stake. The very nature of who we are 
was at stake. And, that’s still the case
                                                                       JOE BIDEN | PRESIDENT, US

South African police 
announce sudden end of 
mine rescue operation
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SWIGGY’S SPORTS ARM
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs Wednesday 
approved the incorporation of Swiggy Sports 
Private Limited as a wholly owned subsidiary 
of the food and grocery delivery major. The 
company shared the update in a regulatory 
fi ling. The subsidiary will operate in sports 
activities, amusement and recreation activities

We will achieve this 
target of 20 per cent 
ethanol blending in 
the next two months. 
Use of E20 (petrol 
with 20 per cent 
ethanol) will help in 
reducing pollution
NITIN GADKARI  | UNION MINISTER

BoM profi t surges 
New Delhi: State-owned 
Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) 
on Wednesday posted a 36 
per cent rise in net profi t to 
Rs 1,406 crore in the third 
quarter ended December 2024 
with rising interest income. 
The Pune-based lender had 
posted a net profi t of Rs 1,036 
crore in the October-December 
period a year ago. Total income 
increased to Rs 7,112 crore 
during the quarter under 
review against Rs 5,851 crore in 
the same period previous year, 
BoM said in a regulatory fi ling. 
The bank earned an interest 
income of Rs 6,325 crore during 
the quarter compared to Rs 
5,171 crore a year ago. The 
bank was able to reduce gross 
Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) 
to 1.80 per cent of the gross 
loans by the end of December 
2024 from 2.04 per cent in the 
year-ago period.

RIIL net profi t drops
New Delhi: Reliance Industrial 
Infrastructure Ltd Wednesday 
reported a 24 per cent decline 
in its third-quarter net 
profi t as lower utilisation of 
infrastructure assets led to a 
fall in revenue. Consolidated 
net profi t in October-December 
- the third quarter of April 
2024 to March 2025 (FY25) 
fi scal - fell to Rs 2.74 crore 
from Rs 3.62 crore a year 
back, the company said in a 
statement. Its revenue fell 9.4 
per cent to Rs 18.60 crore from 
Rs 20.52 crore in October-
December 2023. This was “on 
account of lower utilisation 
of infrastructure assets,” the 
statement said.

HDFC Life profi t rises
New Delhi: HDFC Life 
Wednesday reported a 14 per 
cent rise in net profi t to Rs 
415 crore in the December 
quarter. The private sector 
insurer’s profi t stood at Rs 365 
crore in the year-ago period, 
HDFC Life said in a regulatory 
fi ling. However, total income 
declined to Rs 16,914 crore 
in the latest quarter from Rs 
26,694 crore in the year-
ago period. The company’s 
solvency ratio also declined 
to 188 per cent from 190 per 
cent as on December 31, 2023 
as against the regulatory 
requirement of 150 per cent. 
For the nine-month period 
ended December, the life 
insurer posted a profi t of Rs 
1,326 crore as against Rs 1,157 
crore in the corresponding 
period a year ago.

Q3 RESULTS

I believe it’s 
important 
to men-

tion the role of 
recycling since 
we may not 
have suffi cient 
lithium resources. Ensuring 
lithium remains within the 
country through recycling 
and reuse in batteries could 
be a signifi cant breakthrough 
for our self-reliance in cell 
manufacturing
VIJAY MITTAL  |  JOINT SECRETARY, 
MINISTRY OF HEAVY INDUSTRIES

Despite a 
slow start, 
the real 

estate sector 
received signif-
icant institu-
tional invest-
ments in 2024, surpassing 
pre-pandemic levels. 2025 is 
expected to be challenging 
due to increasing geopo-
litical friction, a slowdown 
in the global economy, and 
elevated infl ation levels
SHRINIVAS RAO   | CEO, VESTIAN

uoteu

The gov-
ernment (in 
the Budget) 

can consider 
levying higher 
tariffs on im-
ports to check 
the signifi cant decline in 
rupee value witnessed in the 
past few months
DK SRIVASTAVA   | CHIEF POLICY ADVISOR, EY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 15: India’s 
trade defi cit narrowed to $21.94 
billion in December after last 
month’s shocking surge to a 
lifetime high on the back of 
miscalculations in gold im-
ports, government data showed 
Wednesday.

Exports contracted for the 
second month in a row by about 
one per cent year-on-year to 
$38.01 billion due to global un-
certainties, while imports rose 
by about 5 per cent to $59.95 bil-
lion.

Key export sectors, including 
petroleum, gems and jewellery, 
and chemicals, have registered 
negative growth during the 
month under review.

 Petroleum product ship-
ments have declined by 28.62 
per cent to $4.91 billion last 
month. During the fi rst nine 
months of this fi scal also, these 
exports contracted by 20.84 per 
cent year-on-year to $49 billion.

However, textiles, electron-
ics, engineering, rice and ma-
rine products recorded healthy 
growth in December 2024.

Cumulatively, during 
April-December this fi scal, 
exports recorded a growth of 
1.6 per cent to $321.71 billion 
and imports by 5.15 per cent to 
$532.48 billion.

Trade defi cit, the difference 
between imports and exports, 
during April-December wid-
ened to $210.77 billion from 
$189.74 billion during the same 
period previous fi scal.

Briefi ng the media on the lat-
est data, Commerce Secretary 
Sunil Barthwal said that India’s 
exports are doing better than 

other countries both in goods 
and services.

“This shows the resiliency 
of our exports. In all the three 
quarters of this fi scal also, we 
have done better. We are doing 
much better in non-petroleum 
exports,” he told reporters here.

The ministry has recently 
held a meeting with commer-
cial wings of Indian Missions 
in 20 countries to deliberate on 
issues impacting exports and 
ways to resolve them.

These 20 countries account 
for about 60 per cent of India’s 
exports. In December last year, 
Barthwal said sectors which 

have registered healthy growth 
in exports included electronics, 
engineering and pharmaceuti-
cals.

When asked about the revi-
sion of gold and silver import 
data for November 2024, the 
secretary said a committee has 
been set up to create a robust 
mechanism for publishing con-
sistent data.

The government revised gold 
import data for November 2024, 
bringing down numbers by $5 
billion to $9.84 billion.

As per the revised data, ex-
ports in November 2024 were 
down by 5.06 per cent to $32.03 
billion, while imports rose by 
16 per cent to $63.86 billion. The 
trade defi cit stood at $31.83 bil-
lion. “The data revision keeps 
on happening...we are follow-
ing global practices of data re-
lease,” Barthwal said.

Gold imports during the 
month under review rose by 
55.4 per cent to $4.7 billion 

against $3 billion in 
December 2023. On 

the other hand, sil-
ver imports jumped 
by 211 per cent to 
$421.91 million.

Raw cotton raw 
waste, used in the 

textiles industry, saw 
a surge in imports from 

$29.47 million in December 2023 
to $142.89 million last month.

As per estimates, services 
export in December 2024 in-
creased to $32.66 billion com-
pared to $31.63 billion a year 
ago. During April-December 
2024-25, the exports rose by 
11.61 per cent to $280.94 billion 
from $251.71 billion in the same 
period previous fi scal.

In December, India’s ship-
ment rose positively to the US, 
Saudi Arabia, France, Bangla-
desh and Sri Lanka.

During the month, the top 
fi ve import sources were China, 
Switzerland, Thailand, Germa-
ny and the US.

Commenting on the data, 
Federation of Indian Export 
Organisations (FIEO) Pres-
ident Ashwani Kumar said 
the decline can be attributed 
to volatility in commodity 
and metal prices, along with 
ongoing international trade 
disruptions and currency 
fl uctuations.

Geopolitical tensions in the 
Gulf region further exacerbated 
logistical challenges, affecting 
export fl ows to key markets 
like Europe, Africa, and the CIS 
(commonwealth of independent 
states), he said.  

 Kumar said there is an ur-
gent need for enhanced support 
in the upcoming Budget.

TRADE DEFICIT SHRINKS
TRADE 

DEFICIT 
NARROWS TO $22BN

EXPORTS CONTRACT 
1% TO $38.01BN

IMPORTS SURGE 5% 
TO $59.95BN

During April-December this fi scal, exports recorded 
a growth of 1.6 per cent to $321.71 billion and 

imports by 5.15 per cent to $532.48 billion

This shows the resiliency 
of our exports. In all the 

three quarters of this fi scal 
also, we have done better. 
We are doing much better in 
non-petroleum exports
SUNIL BARTHWAL | COMMERCE SECRETARY

REUTERS

New Delhi, Jan 15: Meta may 
have to “roll back or pause” 
some features in India due to 
an antitrust directive which 
banned its WhatsApp messag-
ing service from sharing user 
data with Meta for advertising 
purposes, according to a court 
fi ling by the US company seen 
by Reuters.

Meta is seeking to quash the 
Competition Commission of 
India’s (CCI) November direc-
tive which found the company 
abused its dominance and “co-
erced” WhatsApp users into 
accepting a 2021 privacy policy 
which allegedly expanded user 
data collection and sharing, giv-
ing it an unfair advantage over 
rivals.

The CCI has imposed a fi ne of 
$24.5 million and a fi ve-year ban 
on the data sharing practice in 
India, the biggest market for 
Meta where it has more than 
350 million Facebook users and 

over 500 million people using 
WhatsApp.

Publicly, Meta has defended 
its policy change and said it 
disagrees with the CCI order, 
but its appeal fi ling has taken a 
critical position on the watch-
dog’s functioning and details 
how unnerved the US fi rm is 
about the CCI’s decision.

The company is concerned 
that the WhatsApp-to-Meta user 
data sharing ban on WhatsApp 
will curb its ability to offer us-
ers personalized ads on Face-
book and Instagram, according 
to a Reuters review of its nearly 
2,000 page fi ling with the Indian 
appeals tribunal dated Jan. 3, 
which is not public.

WhatsApp publicly says it 
shares with Meta a user's phone 
number, transaction data, how 
they interact with businesses 
and mobile device information.

Detailing the ruling’s impact 
for the fi rst time, Meta said in 
its fi ling the data sharing ban 
could mean that an Indian 

fashion business won’t be able 
to personalize ads on Facebook 
or Instagram based on their 
interaction with a WhatsApp 
user regarding a specifi c cloth-
ing line.

“Under its widest interpreta-
tion, implementing the remedy 
will likely require Meta to roll 
back or pause several features 

and prod-
ucts,” it said.

“It impacts 
Meta’s and WhatsApp’s 
ability to remain commercial-
ly viable,” the company added, 
without quantifying any exact 
business impact in monetary 
terms.

Facebook’s registered entity 

engaged in selling advertising 
inventory in India - Facebook 
India Online Services - report-
ed revenue of $351 million in 
2023-24, the highest in at least 
fi ve years.

The Indian appeals tribunal 
will hear Meta’s plea Thurs-
day. Though the case could go 

on for weeks or months, the 
tribunal can put the CCI 

directive on hold in the 
meantime.
GLOBAL CHALLENGES

The Indian anti-
trust concerns add to 
Meta’s global woes. In 
2021, WhatsApp was 

accused to have violat-
ed the EU bloc’s law by 

failing to clarify changes to 
its policy in plain and intelli-

gible language. It later agreed 
to explain the changes to EU 
users.

The Indian case started 
in 2021 amid criticism of 
WhatsApp’s privacy policy 
changes. Meta told the CCI the 

changes were only to provide 
information about how option-
al business messaging features 
work and did not expand its 
data collection and sharing 
ability.

But the CCI disagreed.
Its ruling in November said 

WhatsApp’s policy pushed us-
ers to accept or risk losing ac-
cess to the service and had no 
opt-out feature. The watchdog 
has ordered WhatsApp to now 
allow users to decide whether 
they want WhatsApp to share 
data with Meta or not.

Meta in its Indian tribunal 
challenge also took a critical 
position about the CCI and its 
functioning, arguing the watch-
dog should have consulted with 
Meta and WhatsApp before 
passing directives to change 
company behaviour.

“The Commission does not 
have the necessary technical 
expertise and knowledge to 
understand the ramifi cations 
of the remedies,” Meta said.

Meta warns India about impact of antitrust ruling

INDIA 
IS BIGGEST 

MARKET BY USERS FOR 
FACEBOOK, WHATSAPP

COMPANY SAYS POTENTIAL 
IMPACT ON USERS, 

BUSINESSES IN FILING

CHANGES COULD LEAD TO 
ROLLBACK OF SOME 

FEATURES, META 
SAYS
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Mumbai, Jan 15: Benchmark 
indices Sensex and ticked 
higher for the second straight 
session Wednesday, buoyed by 
buying in bellwether stock Re-
liance Industries, Zomato and 
Kotak Bank amid a largely fi rm 
trend in global markets.

However, elevated crude 
oil prices in the international 
markets and buying by foreign 
investors weighed on market 
sentiment, traders said.   

The 30-share BSE index 
climbed 224.45 points or 0.29 per 
cent to close at 76,724.08. During 
the day, it jumped 491.42 points 
or 0.64 per cent to 76,991.05.

As many as 2,150 stocks ad-
vanced while 1,806 declined and 
108 remained unchanged on the 
BSE.  The NSE Nifty advanced 
37.15 points or 0.16 per cent to 
23,213.20.

“The domestic market con-
tinues to be volatile on account 

of elevated US bond yields, 
strengthening dollar, and in-
creasing FIIs outfl ows. Global 
markets are cautious ahead 
of the US December CPI infl a-
tion data, which is anticipated 
to be in the elevated range in 
the short term, limiting the US 
Fed’s ability to cut rates. Also, 
a rise in oil prices and dollar 
appreciation is likely to affect 
domestic infl ation in the near 
future,” Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research, Geojit Financial 
Services, said.

From the Sensex blue-chip 
pack, Zomato jumped over 4 per 
cent. NTPC, Power Grid, Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, Maruti, Tech 
Mahindra, Larsen & Toubro, 
Reliance Industries and Adani 
Ports were the other big gainers.

In the previous session, the 
BSE benchmark rose 169.62 
points or 0.22 per cent to settle 
at 76,499.63. The Nifty climbed 
90.10 points or 0.39 per cent to 
23,176.05.

Markets log gains 
for 2nd straight day

SENSEX CLIMBS OVER 200 POINTS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 15: India’s 
fi scal conditions will continue 
to constrain its credit strength 
in 2025, although tension in 
US-China relations could bene-
fi t the Indian economy, Moody’s 
Ratings said Wednesday.

In its report on Asia Pacifi c 
Sovereigns, Moody’s Ratings 
said growth and infl ation are 
levelling out, with strong do-
mestic demand bolstered by 
modest easing in global and 
regional fi nancial conditions.

But proposed trade restric-
tions by the US would weaken 
economic output across the 
region.

“India’s fi scal conditions will 
continue to constrain its credit 
strength in 2025. We expect on-
ly gradual fi scal consolidation, 
and debt to remain signifi cantly 
higher than the Baa-rated peer 

median of around 57 per cent,” 
Moody’s said.

“Despite gains in revenue 
in recent years, we also ex-
pect debt affordability to re-
main much weaker than rated 
peers,” it added.

It said politics and social un-
rest pose signifi cant economic 
and fi scal risks. In APAC, geo-
political risks will persist in 
2025, fl owing from tensions in 
the US-China relationship and 
around regional hotspots.

Moody’s assesses a low likeli-
hood of military confl ict in the 
Taiwan Strait or Korean Penin-
sula, and tensions will remain 
elevated, particularly driven by 
US-China relations.

“These tensions are shaping 
trade and investment fl ows, 
which may be further divert-
ed away from China as the US 
tightens investment in strategic 
sectors, further weakening Chi-
na’s economy and dampening 
regional growth. However, this 
shift could benefi t India and 
Southeast Asian economies,” 
Moody’s said.

A range of geopolitical and 
domestic political risks persist, 
it said, adding after elections in 
key economies, governments 
may need to make choices 
whether to fulfi ll pledges or to 
focus on fi scal consolidation.

India’s fi scal conditions to constrain 
credit strength in 2025: Moody’s
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Mumbai, Jan 15: The rupee 
extended its recovery for the sec-
ond straight session and settled 
with a gain of 13 paise at 86.40 
against the US dollar Wednes-
day, tracking favourable cues 
from domestic equity markets 
and softening crude oil prices.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the rupee opened 
at 86.50 and slipped to the in-
traday low of 86.55 against the 
greenback. It also touched a 
high of 86.28 before ending 
the session at 86.40 against the 
dollar, registering a gain of 13 
paise from its previous close.

On Tuesday, the rupee re-
bounded from its lowest-ever 
level and settled with a gain 
of 17 paise at 86.53 against the 
dollar.

Anuj Choudhary, Re-
search Analyst at Mirae 
Asset Sharekhan, said the 
rupee gained for the second 
consecutive session on weak 
US dollar and soft US 10-year 
treasury yields. A pullback 
in the domestic equities and 
overnight decline in crude oil 
prices also favoured the ru-
pee. However, FII outflows 

capped sharp gains.
Analysts attributed the weak-

ening dollar to lower-than-ex-
pected producer price index, 
as per the latest data released 
in the US.

Going ahead, Choudhary said 
the US infl ation is expected to 
remain elevated and it may lead 

to a recovery in the US dollar, 
which is likely to put pressure 
on the rupee.

“Traders may take cues from 
CPI data from US and speech-
es from various Fed speakers 
today. USD-INR spot price is 
expected to trade in a range of 
Rs 86.25 to Rs 86.65,” he added.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, 
which gauges the greenback’s 
strength against a basket of six 
currencies, was trading 0.22 per 
cent lower at 108.87.

Brent crude, the global 
oil benchmark, rose 0.35 per 
cent to $80.20 per barrel in 
futures trade.

Rupee on correction track
THE AMERICAN CURRENCY INDEX ALSO DESCENDED FROM A RECORD 

PEAK, ADDING TO THE GAINING MOMENTUM IN THE LOCAL UNIT

RUPEE EXTENDED RECOVERY FOR 
SECOND STRAIGHT SESSION AND 
SETTLED WITH GAIN OF 13 PAISE 

AT 86.40 AGAINST DOLLAR

ON TUESDAY, RUPEE REBOUNDED 
FROM LOWEST-EVER LEVEL AND 

SETTLED WITH A GAIN OF 17 
PAISE AT 86.53 

REUTERS

New Delhi, Jan 15: India’s cen-
tral bank said Wednesday it will 
conduct variable rate repo (VRR) 
auctions on all working days 
until further notice amid tight 
liquidity in the banking system.

Liquidity in the country’s 
banking system stood at a defi -
cit of Rs 2.09 trillion as of Jan-

uary 14, data 
from the Re-

serve Bank 
of India 
showed. 
VRR 
auctions 
enable 

the Reserve 
Bank of India 

(RBI) to inject liquidity into 
the system.

The auction amounts will 
be decided by the regulator, 
based on assessment of the li-
quidity conditions, and will be 
announced via a press release 
on the RBI website.

First of these auctions will 
be conducted January 16 for 
an amount of Rs 500 billion, the 
regulator said.

The RBI has conducted six 
VRR auctions so far this month 
to help cash-strapped lenders.

RBI to conduct daily 
VRR auctions amid 
tight liquidity



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 15: Former na-
tional champion Anupama Upa-
dhyaya advanced to the second 
round, but India’s men’s singles 
campaign suffered a setback as 
none of the players could make it 
past the opening round on Day 2 of 
the India Open here Wednesday.

For all the talk of home ad-
vantage, Kiran George was the 
only Indian to survive in men’s 
singles as Lakshya Sen, Priyan-
shu Rajawat, and HS Prannoy 
all suffered contrasting defeats 
on Day 2 of the USD 950,000 Su-
per 750 tournament.

In women’s singles, Anupa-
ma joined PV Sindhu in the sec-
ond round, defeating her good 
friend and fellow Gopichand 
Academy trainee Rakshitha 
Sree 21-17, 21-18. “This is my 
fi rst time playing in India Open 

Super 750 level. Last year, I was 
just watching all of them play. 
Before this I had played in the 
Super 500 but the standard at 
this level is different. Last year, 
I played my fi rst 750 in China 
and last week also played the 
Malaysia Super 1000. These per-
formances help me believe that 
I can be their equal. I have the 
speed and compatibility against 
the top players,” said Anupama.

 The 19-year-old from Almo-
ra will now face former world 
junior champion and sixth seed 

Tomoka Miyazaki of Japan.
Priyanshu put up a valiant 

fi ght before succumbing 16-21, 22-
20, 13-21 to world number 7 Kodai 
Naraoka of Japan in a physical 
battle that lasted an hour and 22 
minutes. Meanwhile, Prannoy 
was defeated by Su Li Yang of 
Chinese Taipei 21-16, 18-21, 12-21 
on the adjacent court.

Lakshya, who won the Syed Mo-
di International Super 300 title last 
month, sunk to a 15-21 10-21 loss 
to Chinese Taipei’s Chun Yi-Lin 
in another opening-round match.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rajkot, Jan 15: Records tum-
bled like nine pins as the Indian 
women's cricket team, powered 
by skipper Smriti Mandhana’s 
70-ball century, demolished Ire-
land by a whopping 304 runs to 
claim its biggest-ever ODI win 
and complete a 3-0 clean sweep 
here Wednesday.

The result of the match was 
a mere formality once India set 
Ireland a massive target of 436, 
and Ireland could only garner 
131 before getting bundled out 
in 31.4 overs.

India put the fi rst step for-
ward towards a crushing vic-
tory through record-breaking 
Mandhana (135, 80b, 12x4, 7x6) 
and her opening partner Prati-
ka Rawal (154, 129b, 20x4, 1x6), 
reaching 435/5, highest to-
tal by an Indian team — 
men’s or women’s — in 
ODIs.

India men’s highest 
ODI total is 418/5 made 
against the West Indies 
in Indore in 2011.

Mandhana and Raw-
al added a whopping 
233 runs for the fi rst 
wicket in just 26.4 
overs and there 
was no looking 
back.

Then spinners 
Tanuja Kanwar 
(2/31) and Deepti 
Sharma (3/27) took 
over, sharing fi ve wick-
ets among them to decimate the 
Irish line-up, which was well 
short on experience.

Orla Prendergast (36) and 
Sarah Forbes (41) added 64 
runs for a fl uent third wicket 
stand that helped Ireland to re-
cover from a shaky 24 for two 
to reach 88 without further 
damage.

But once Pren-
dergast was cleaned 
up by Kanwar, India 

were all over 
the tour-
ists like 
a bad rash, 
claiming the 
remaining 

sev-
en wickets 
for just 33 
runs.

It also 
helped In-
dia eclipse 
their previ-
ous largest 
margin of 
victory (by 
runs) — 249 
registered 

against the same opposition 
in 2017 at Potchefstroom, 
South Africa.

Stunning Smriti
Mandhana’s 10th ODI centu-

ry came off just 70 deliveries 
as the left-hander surpassed 
Harmanpreet Kaur’s 87-ball 
hundred mark against South 
Africa last year.

It also set the tone for India 
breaching the 400-run mark 
for the first time, joining 
Australia and New Zealand 

in that elite list.
Mandhana was in her usual 

destructive self, and was not 
afraid to take the aerial route 
over the ‘V’ and clear the 
30-yard circle.

Prolifi c Pratika
Pratika complemented her 

captain brilliantly with a 
measured knock, making the 
occasion even more special by 
notching her maiden inter-
national century in her sixth 
innings.

Pratika relied on precise 
placement and deft touches 
in the point region and she 

showed her ag-
gression only af-
ter reaching the 

ton, hitting Freya 
Sargent for her 

first six.
Demonstrating 

hunger for 
a big- ger 

knock, 
she pow- ered 
her 
way 
to an 
impres-
sive 150 
— a perfect 
blend of 
composure 
and aggres-
sion.

Their 233-
run partner-
ship made 
them only 
the fourth 
Indian pair to 
record a 200-
run stand in 
Women’s 
ODIs.

It was 
also the 
third in-
stance 
of both 

Indi- an openers 
scoring hundreds in 
ODIs, following 
Reshma Gandhi and 
Mitha- li Raj’s feat at 
Milton Keynes in 1999 
and Deep- ti and Raut’s 
partner- ship at Potchef-
stroom in 2017 -- all 
against Ireland.

The duo added 90 
runs during the 

Power Play and 
67 in the subsequent 

10 overs, maintaining 
a brisk scoring rate.

Mandhana reached her 
first century of the calendar 
year with an exquisite drive 
off Arlene Kelly.

Kelly bore the brunt of her 
onslaught, conceding succes-
sive sixes in one over.

Even Kelly’s variations, in-
cluding back-of-the-hand de-
liveries, were dispatched with 
ease, with the Indian batter 
following a six with another 
boundary in the 24th over.

Mandhana also took on 
Ireland's leading bowler, 
Prendergast, smashing her 
for a boundary down the 
ground and a towering six 
over long-on.

Promoted to No 3, Richa 
Ghosh also returned to form, 
making a 37-ball fifty, her fifth 
in ODIs.

Eves annihilate Ireland
Women in Blue breach 400-run mark for the fi rst time, joining Australia and New Zealand in that elite list 

It (onslaught) was 
planned. I was just 
thinking not many 

matches you can go out 
and attack. So, I thought 
of trying a few shots. Some-
times it comes off, sometimes it 

doesn't. Today it did
SMRITI MANDHANA

Records tumble
435 – India’s highest total, 
fourth-highest total in women’s ODI

135 – Mandhana’s fastest century

154 – Newcomer Pratika’s 
maiden ton

233 – Mandhana, Pratika 
become fourth Indian pair 
to record a 200-run stand in 
Women’s ODIs

304 – India’s biggest-ever 
ODI win

I just had the 
celebration in 
my mind when 
I would kiss the 

helmet, and 
I was visualizing 
that. I just wanted 
to do that
PRATIKA RAWAL
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Humpy’s new target 
Stavanger: Reigning World 
Rapid chess champion and Indian 
Grandmaster Koneru Humpy will 
return to compete in the Norway 
Chess Women in May. Currently 
ranked world number six in 
women’s classical chess, Humpy 
aims to make her mark in the 
prestigious chess tournament. 
Humpy’s return to Norway Chess 
Women highlights her remarkable 
career, fi lled with signifi cant 
milestones. In 2002, she became 
the fi rst Indian woman to achieve 
the GM title, securing her place in 
chess history. Today, she remains 
India’s top ranked women’s 
player in the country. Her 
achievements include winning 
the World Rapid Championship 
title twice -- in 2019 and 2024.

Odisha Warriors lose 
Ranchi:  Soorma Hockey Club 
continued their strong showing in 
the Women’s Hockey India League, 
winning their second match by 
overcoming Odisha Warriors 2-1 
here Wednesday. Hina Bano (6’) 
opened the account for Soorma 
Hockey, while Sonam (47’) doubled 
the lead in the last quarter. Freeke 
Moes (57’) scored a late goal for 
the Warriors but could not change 
the outcome of the match. Warriors 
came out all guns blazing in the 
initial minutes with Baljeet Kaur 
cutting through the rival lines and 
forcing Soorma goalkeeper Savita 
into action. But soon, Soorma 
Hockey Club initiated a counter 
attack through Ajmina Kujur on 
the left wing and found Hina Bano, 
who defl ected the ball past Jocelyn 
Bartram to score the fi rst goal.

Djoko breaks a tie 
with Federer 
Melbourne: Novak Djokovic 
added yet another record to 
his lengthy list, breaking a tie 
with Roger Federer for the most 
Grand Slam matches played in 
tennis history by reaching 430 
Wednesday at the Australian 
Open in what was a tougher-than-
expected second-round victory. 
Djokovic improved to 379-51 for 
his career at major tournaments, 
a .881 winning percentage, by 
defeating 21-year-old Portuguese 
qualifi er Jaime Faria 6-1, 6-7 
(4), 6-3, 6-2 in a match briefl y 
interrupted by light rain before 
Rod Laver Arena’s retractable 
roof was shut. Oh, yes, Djokovic 
already holds so many marks, 
many of which used to belong 
to Federer — who went 369-60 
during his 429 Slam matches.

East Bengal seek 
govt intervention  
over ISL’s bias
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Jan 15: Alleging 
"step-motherly treatment" by 
the Indian Super League orga-
nizers, century-old East Bengal 
club has sought Union Sports 
Minister Mansukh Mandavi-
ya’s intervention, claiming that 
systemic bias, the outdated ‘ref-
ugees club’ tag, and refereeing 
controversies have stalled their 
progress in the top-tier football 
competition.

 The incident occurred 
during the ‘Kolkata Derby’ in 
Guwahati Saturday where East 
Bengal lost to arch-rivals Mo-
hun Bagan by a solitary goal.

The club claimed the match 
was marred by biased offi ci-
ating, including the denial of 
a clear penalty and a contro-
versial yellow card issued to 
midfi elder Souvik Chakrabarti, 
which led to his red card and 
team being reduced 10 players.

In an emotional plea to the 
sports minister, East Bengal 
highlighted how the ‘refugees 
club’ tag has led to their ongoing 
marginalisation in Indian foot-
ball. Fight, Fight and Fight -- this 
has been the perennial motto of 
East Bengal club for the last 150 
years. This club and its support-
ers have endured the tumultuous 
period pre and post-partition on-
ly through its fi ghting spirit.

“While the displaced people 
fought tooth and nail for their 
substance, the club had to fi ght 
the stigma and the tag of a 'Ref-
ugees Club' to establish itself as 
the leading football club of the 
country,” East Bengal general 
secretary Rupak Saha wrote in 
a statement.

“We are surprised that even 
75 years after independence, 
we are in a situation where 
East Bengal Club has been vic-
timised in almost every match 
of the ISL.”

‘STEP-MOTHERLY TREATMENT’

REUTERS

New Delhi, Jan 15: The Ranji 
Trophy has benefi ted from an 
unexpected sprinkling of star-
dust with several big-name In-
dia batters returning to domes-
tic cricket looking to fi nd form 
after their horror run over the 
last three months.

Rohit Sharma and his team 
are still smarting from a 3-0 
series sweep at home by New 
Zealand followed by a 3-1 ham-
mering in Australia which end-
ed their decade-long hold on the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

The setbacks also ended their 
hopes of making a third straight 
World Test Championship fi nal.

India dropped their woefully 
out-of-form captain Rohit for 
the fi nal test in Australia after 
he failed as both an opener, his 
usual role, and in the middle 

order.
Rohit, who has ruled out test 

retirement despite managing 
one fi fty in his last 15 innings 
in the format, trained with the 
Mumbai squad at the Wankhede 
Stadium Tuesday ahead of the 

second phase of the Ranji Tro-
phy beginning January 23.

The 37-year-old is likely to 
play at least one of Mumbai’s re-
maining two Group A matches, 
nine years after his last appear-
ance in the country’s premier 

domestic fi rst-class tournament.
Rohit’s opening partner Ya-

shasvi Jaiswal, who was India’s 
highest scorer in the fi ve-test 
series in Australia, has made 
himself available for Mumbai’s 
home match against Jammu 
and Kashmir next week.

Top order batter Shubman 
Gill, who tallied 93 from fi ve 
innings in Australia, will be 
seen in action in Punjab’s next 
match against Karnataka in 
Bangalore.

Rishabh Pant, whose nat-
ural aggression occasionally 
bordered on recklessness in 
Australia, will play Delhi’s next 
match against Saurashtra. The 
exciting stumper-batter has not 
played a Ranji Trophy match 
since the 2017-2018 season.

India’s next test assignment 
is a fi ve-match series in England 
from June 20.

Struggling stars return to domestic cricket 
DREADFUL  PERFORMANCE IN  BGT LEADS PLAYERS L IKE  ROHIT ,  PANT,  JA ISWAL AND GILL  TO PRACTICE  IN  RANJ I  TROPHY

‘Silent’ Kohli sent blunt 
Ranji Trophy message 
As suspense continues to remain over Virat Kohli’s participation in the next 

round of Delhi’s Ranji Trophy 2025 campaign, the star batter has been sent 
a blunt message by the Delhi & District Cricket Association. Rishabh Pant, also 
a player hailing from Delhi, has already made himself available for selection, 
while a number of other players like Shubman Gill and Yashasvi Jaiswal have 
agreed to play in the Ranji Trophy as well. Though Kohli has been named in 
Delhi’s provisional squad, there’s still no confi rmation of his availability. DDCA 
secretary Ashok Sharma has urged Kohli to take a leaf out of Mumbai 
cricketers and play Delhi’s next Ranji Trophy game against 
Saurashtra, beginning January 23. “Virat Kohli’s name is in 
the probables list. Rishabh Pant has confi rmed 
that he will be available for selection for Del-
hi’s Ranji Trophy game against Saurashtra in 
Rajkot January 23. Virat should take inspiration 
from Mumbai cricketers and play for Delhi in 
domestic cricket, whenever he is available. See 
in Mumbai, there has always been a culture 
where their India players turn up for Ranji 
matches whenever available. It is missing in 
the North, especially in Delhi,” Sharma said. 
Batting stalwart Virat Kohli also returned 
with a battered reputation from Australia hav-
ing managed 190 in nine innings, including an 
unbeaten 100 in the series opener in Perth.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Melbourne, Jan 15: India’s 
Yuki Bhambri and his French 
partner Albano Olivetti bowed 
out of the Australian Open after 
a straight-sets loss to local wild-
cards Tristan Schoolkate and 
Adam Walton in the opening 
round here Wednesday. 

The Indo-French duo, strug-
gling with errors, fell 2-6, 6-7 in 
the men's doubles match that 
lasted one hour and 20 minutes.

Bhambri and Olivetti failed to 
convert any of their three break 
points and committed fi ve dou-
ble faults, compared to just one 
by their Australian opponents.

After surrendering the fi rst 
set without much resistance, 
Bhambri and Olivetti showed 
more resilience in the second 
set, holding serve for most of 
the game.

However, they fell behind 0-2 
when Schoolkate and Walton 
executed a stunning backhand 
winner.

The Indo-French pair later 
lost their service game again due 
to a forehand error to trail 2-4, 
ultimately conceding the match.

Yuki-Olivetti make 
opening round exit

 Former world number one 
Rohan Bopanna and his new 
Colombian partner Nicolas 
Barrientos also made a 
fi rst-round exit Tuesday

INDIA OPEN

Men disappoint in singles
Lakshya, Priyanshu, Prannoy 

suffer contrasting defeats 
while Anupama, 

Tanisha-Ashwini enter 
second round 

Indian teams enter 
Kho Kho WC quarters
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Jan 15: The In-
dian men’s Kho Kho team se-
cured its quarterfi nal berth 
with a convincing 70-38 victo-
ry over Peru in the inaugural 
Kho Kho World Cup 2025 at the 
Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium 
here Wednesday. The Indian 
women’s team too continued 
its dominant run as it over-
powered Iran by 84 points, 
winning the match 100-16 ear-
lier Wednesday. 

Continuing their impressive 
run in the tournament, the Men 
in Blue demonstrated their 
championship credentials with 
a dominant performance that 
showcased their tactical supe-
riority and athletic prowess.

A strong start set the tone for 
Team India as they dominated the 
opening stages of Turn 1, though 
Peru showed resilience with a 
brief defensive stand in Turn 2. 
India's dominance extended into 
Turn 3, and by Turn 4, the score 
had mounted to 70 points.

Earlier in the day, it took 33 
seconds for Team India to get 
the fi rst batch of Iranian wom-
en to be eliminated, setting the 
platform for another win for the 
women's team. 
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