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Sports icons honoured

President Droupadi Murmu
bestows the National Sports

; Awards in a regal ceremony at
_’_,, the Rashtrapati Bhavan
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Population decline

China’s population falls for the
third straight year, pointing to
further demographic
challenges for the country
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Shares snap rally

Key benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty slip into
negative territory after a
three-day rally

BUSINESS | P11

Urvashi trolled

Actor Urvashi Rautela gets
brutally trolled on internet for
% her insensitive comments on
f ‘{fs‘ Saif Ali Khan stabbing case
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BOOST TO TIES: Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi and Singapore President Tharman Shanmugaratnam
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-The state government signed eight MoUs with Singaporean entities for collaboration in various fields

Kota: NEET aspirant
from state hangs self

It has been 17 days since the beginning of 2025, and the
coaching hub of Kota has already seen three student sui-
cides. The latest victim is an 18-year-old from Mayurbhanj,
Odisha who aspired to become a doctor. Last year, the Ra-
jasthan city had reported 17 cases of student suicides, while
the previous year the figure was 26. The pressure to excel
in education at any cost, thanks to unrealistic expectations
from parents and society at large amid tough competition in
the job market, has been taking a heavy toll on aspirants.

STATE HIKES SALARY
OF JUNIOR TEACHERS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 17: The
state government Friday hiked
the monthly remuneration of
junior teachers from 11,000
to %16,000, the CMO said in a
statement.

This hike will benefit around
13,740 teachers across the state,
it said, adding that Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi
approved the proposal, which
will result in an additional ex-
penditure of ¥89.15 crore to the
state’s exchequer.

This apart, the government
also raised the contribution
to the Employees’ Provident
Fund (EPF). The state will now
contribute 1,950 per month
towards EPF for each junior
teacher, up from the previous
amount of ¥1,443.

Stating that the decision is
part of the government’s efforts
to improve the socio-economic
condition of teachers in the
state, Majhi said his govern-
ment is committed to enhanc-
ing the welfare of teachers.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

1 used to be a polister. Then |
switched to something politicians
are keen to back - podcasting!

Budget Session of
Parl from Jan 31

New Delhi: Parliament’s Budget
Session will be held from January

31 to April 4, with Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman set to table her
eighth straight Budget February 1. In
line with the convention, the session
will start with President Droupadi
Murmu’s address to a joint sitting of
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha January
31 followed by tabling of economic
survey. “The Hon'ble President will
address the joint sitting of both
Houses on 31st January 2025 at 1100
Hrs in the Lok Sabha Chamber. Union
Budget 2025-26 to be presented on
1st February, 2025 in the Lok Sabha,”
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju said in a post on X.

PNN & AGENCIES

Kota, Jan 17: An 18-year-old
NEET aspirant from Odisha al-
legedly hanged himself in his
hostel room here -- the third
such case in Kota this year --,
police said Friday.

Officials said that no sui-
cide note was recovered from
the room. The incident oc-
curred in Ambedkar Colony,
Vigyan Nagar area Thursday
night.

According to police, Abhi-
jeet Giri, hailing from Ma-
yurbhanj district in Odisha,
had been preparing for the
National Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET) at a coach-
ing institute since April, 2024.

The incident came to light

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Prison graffiti express fear, love

Damascus, Jan 17: Languish-
ing in a dungeon cell of Syria’s
then-ruler Bashar Assad, an
unknown prisoner scrawled a
verse of Arabic poetry on his
cell wall - an expression of pain
and love amid his torment.

“My country, even if it op-
presses me, is dear. My people,
even if uncharitable to me,
are generous,” he wrote. It's a
well-known verse, composed
800 years ago by a poet defying
a tyrannical caliph.

As you walk through the
cold, dark cells of Assad's pris-
ons, the graffiti on the walls
cry out. They plead to God and
yearn for loved ones. Often
mysterious, they preserve frag-
ments of what anonymous men
were thinking as they faced tor-
ture and death.

“Trust no one, not even your
brother,” someone darkly
warns on a cell wall in Damas-
cus' notorious Palestine Branch
detention facility.

“Oh Lord, bring relief,”

when around 8 pm a mess
worker went to deliver food
to Abhijeet’s room, a police
officer said.

Upon receiving no response,
the mess worker along with a
few hostellers forcibly opened
the door and found him hang-
ing from the ceiling fan, As-
sistant Sub-Inspector (ASI)
Lal Singh Tanwar said.

A police team reached the
spot and sent the body for
post-mortem, which will be
conducted after his family
arrives. They have been in-
formed about the incident,
the ASI added.

He said that no suicide note
was recovered from the room
and the reason behind the sui-
cide is yet to be ascertained.

groans another.

Since 2011, tens of thousands
of Syrians vanished inside the
network of prisons and deten-
tion facilities run by Assad's
security forces as they tried to
crush his opposition. Inmates
went for years without contact
with the outside world, living
in overcrowded, windowless
cells where their cellmates died
around them. Torture and beat-
ings were inflicted daily. Mass
executions were frequent.

Most inmates would have
fully expected to die. They had
no reason to believe anyone
would ever see the messages
they scratched into the walls
except future prisoners.

One wrote a single word in
Arabic, “ashtaqtilak” - “I miss
you” - a love letter that could
never be sent to a beloved
whose name only the writer
need know.

More than a month after the
prisons were opened by insur-
gents who ousted Assad in De-
cember, The Associated Press
toured several facilities to view

s .

exchange pleasantries in Bhubaneswar, Friday.

The ceiling fan in the hostel
room was not equipped with
suicide prevention device,
mandated by the district ad-
ministration to prevent such
cases in student accommoda-
tions, the officer said.

Preliminary investigations
suggest that Abhijeet was
good in studies and attended
his coaching classes regular-
ly, he said.

This is the third suicide by
a coaching student in Kota in
just 17 days.

On January 8, a 20-year-
old JEE aspirant, Abhishek,
allegedly died by hanging
himself from a ceiling fan in
his PG room. He hailed from
Madhya Pradesh and was pre-
paring for the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) at a coach-
ing institute since May, 2024.

On January 7, another
JEE aspirant from Haryana,
Neeraj, hanged himself from
the hook of a ceiling fan at
his hostel room. The city, a
prominent hub for coaching
institutes, saw 17 such cases
in 2024.
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the graffiti left behind. Nothing
can be known about the men
who drew and wrote them. Only
a few bear names, and few are
dated. It's impossible to know
who of them lived or died.

Some walls have layers of
graffiti on top of each other,
marking generations of suffer-
ing.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 17: On
the first day of his two-day vis-
it to Odisha Friday, President
of Singapore, Tharman Shan-
mugaratnam, visited the World
Skill Center in Bhubaneswar,
marking a significant milestone
in the growing partnership be-
tween Singapore and Odisha.

He was warmly welcomed by
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi. “There is tremendous
potential for collaboration be-
tween Singapore and Odisha,”
Majhi said.

On the occasion, eight MoUs
were exchanged between the state
government and various Singa-
porean entities to strengthen
collaboration in key sectors. The
first MoU was signed between the
Skill Development and Technical
Education (SD&TE) department
of Odisha government and ITE
Education Services (ITEES),
Singapore, to extend coopera-
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! CM: Huge potential for
Odisha,

Singapore ties

tion in the field of technical and
vocational education and training
(TVET) to further enhance skill
development ecosystem in Odis-
ha, officials said.

Another MoU was signed be-
tween the SD&TE department
and ITEES to extend cooperation
in the field of TVET. The third
agreement was signed between
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) Bhubaneswar, GRIDCO
Limited and Nanyang Techno-
logical University (NTU) of Sin-
gapore to advance research and
development in renewable ener-
gy, hydrogen production, energy
storage systems and microgrids.

The fourth MoU was signed be-
tween Industrial Promotion and
Investment Corporation of Odisha
Limited (IPICOL) and Sembcorp
Green Hydrogen India Private
Limited (SGHIPL) of Singapore to
explore the development of a pro-
duction facility for green hydrogen
and its derivatives, they said.

The fifth pact between Singa-

Kuki-Zo apex body
seeks separate admin

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: A
four-member team of the apex
body and political platform for
all Kuki-Zo people in Manipur
Friday placed its demand before
the Centre for a separate admin-
istration for the community and
the initiation of a political dia-
logue to resolve its issues.

The demands were placed
by a delegation, led by Hen-
lianthang Thanglet, chair-
man, Kuki-Zo Council, before
a two-member team of the
Centre’s representatives, led
by interlocutor AK Mishra.

“We placed our demand for
a separate administration for
the Kuki-Zo people of Manipur
and the initiation of a political
dialogue,” Kuki-Zo Council
spokesperson Ginza Vualzong
told PTI over the phone.

The Kuki-Zo community has
been seeking a dialogue with
the Centre to expedite a polit-
ical solution over its demand
for a Union Territory with a
legislature under Article 239(A)
of the Constitution for the com-
munity people living in the hill
areas of Manipur.

To prevent future confron-
tations between the Meitei

“Don't be sad, mother. This is
my fate,” reads one, dated Jan
1, 2024. Underneath it are traces
of an older text, so faded that
only a few words are legible:
“... except for you” - a hint of
longing for a loved one.

Many of the writings and
drawings are cries to parents
or loved ones. Someone drew

and Kuki-Zo communities, the
council has been seeking com-
plete adherence of the buffer
zone by the Meiteis.

The dialogue between the Ku-
ki-Zo Council and the Centre’s
representatives was held days
after the council met newly-ap-
pointed Manipur Governor
Ajay Kumar Bhalla in Chura-
chandpur, seeking restoration
of peace in the ethnic strife-torn
northeastern state and solu-
tions to the issues being faced
by the community.

Bhalla sought their cooper-
ation in maintaining peace in
Manipur and finding a solution.

The Centre had, in October
2024, called the MLAs belong-
ing to both the Kuki and Meitei
communities to Delhi for a joint
meeting. But the Kuki-Zo MLAs
refused to sit together with
their Meitei counterparts. Both
groups of MLAs met the Cen-
tre’s representatives separately.

Organisations representing
the Meiteis are opposed to the
Kuki-Zo community’s demand
for a separate administration.
The Meitei groups have also
been seeking abrogation of the
Suspension of Operation agree-
ments with Kuki-Zo insurgent
groups.

of tormented Syrians

a heart broken in two, with
“mother” written in one side,
“father” in the other.

Some quote poetry. “When
you wage your wars, think of
those who ask for peace,” reads
one, slightly misremembering a
verse by Palestinian poet Mah-
moud Darwish.

Many kept calendars, filling
walls with grids of numbers. “A
year passed,” was one prison-
er's terse summary above a field
of 365 dots arranged in rows.

Some drawings are even
playful, like googly-eye cartoon
faces or a joint of hashish. Oth-
ers are flights of fancy whose
meaning, if any, was known
only to the prisoner. One scene
shows a landscape of rolling
hills and forests of bare trees,
where a pack of wolves howls at
the sky and a bird of prey grips
a hissing snake in its talons.

Darkness and fear hang over
most, along with attempts to
endure.

“Patience is beautiful, and
God the one from whom we
seek help,” one wrote.

pore-based Sembcorp Develop-
ment (SCD) and Odisha Industri-
al Infrastructure Development
Corporation (IDCO) was signed
to undertake a feasibility study
for the establishment of an in-
dustrial park within the estab-
lished industrial belts of Odisha.
Similarly, the Electronics & IT
department of Odisha signed an
MoU with the Singapore-based
Global Finance & Technology
Network (GFTN) for setting up
an InsureTech Hub Global Capa-
bilities Centre in the state.
Further, IDCO collaborated
with Surbana Jurong of Singapore
to provide consultancy services
to the state of Odisha for strategic
positioning and planning for Odis-
ha Petro Chemical and Petroleum
Investment Region. The last MoU
was signed between Bhubaneswar
Development Authority and Sur-
bana Jurong to get consultancy
services for preparing a new
city development plan near Bhu-
baneswar. MORE P3

Justice Sinha acting (J
of Orissa High Court

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 17: Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu Friday
appointed Justice Arindam
Sinha, the senior-most puisne
Judge of Orissa High Court, as
its acting Chief Justice with ef-
fect from January 20. The move
comes as incumbent Chief Jus-
tice Chakradhari Sharan Singh
is set to retire January 19.
“President is pleased to ap-
point Justice Arindam Sinha,
Judge of the Orissa High Court,
to perform the duties of the of-
fice of the Chief Justice of that
High Court with effect from
20.01.2025 consequent upon re-
tirement of Justice Chakrad-
hari Sharan Singh, Chief
Justice, Orissa High Court on
19.01.2025,” said the notification
issued by the Law Ministry.
On Thursday, Governor Hari
Babu Kambhampati and Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
bade farewell to Chief Justice
Chakradhari Sharan Singh at Lok
Seva Bhawan Convention Centre.

14-yr jail term
for Imran Khan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Jan 17: A Paki-
stan court Friday sentenced
former prime minister Imran
Khan and his wife Bushra Bibi
to 14 and seven years in prison
respectively after finding them
guilty of corruption in the 190
million pounds al-Qadir Trust
case.

Judge Nasir Javed Rana of
the anti-corruption court an-
nounced the verdict that had
been deferred thrice due to dif-
ferent reasons.

The judge announced the ver-
dict in a makeshift court set up
in Adila jail.

Besides jail sentences, Khan
was fined 1 million and Bushra
Bibi half a million rupees. Fail-
ure to pay the fine will entail
an additional six months of im-
prisonment for Khan and three
months for Bibi. The court also
ordered the confiscation of the
land of Al-Qadir University set
up by them.




CHRIS MARTIN SEEN EXPLORING
MUMBAI AT MARINE DRIVE

Chris Martin, the frontman of the Brit-
ish rock band, Coldplay, was spotted
exploring the entertainment capital of
India at the iconic Marine Drive. The
singer and his partner Dakota Johnson
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PALTROW DISTRIBUTING MEALS
TO WILDFIRE VICTIMS

Hollywood actress Gwyneth Paltrow

has confirmed her wellness company :
Goop has committed to more than $2M |
worth of donations to charities. She is

helping the victims of the California (

leisure
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You are likely to give in to

the demands of your chil-

it is for times like this that you labour so
hard. You will finish the tasks that you
is a good day for people in the medical
field and in the public sector.

Mumbai: Actress Sobhita Dhulipala is
over-the-moon as her film Monkey
Man got a BAFTA nod and tops Rot-

ten Tomatoes Best Reviewed movie.

I TAURUS e The actress shared on social me-
. . dia that her film Monkey Man has
Today, you will be as creative Y entered the race for the BAF-

and competent as you can get.

Your work style, the deft way

you handle things will awe and amaze your
colleagues and superiors. Your subordinates
will be highly impressed and motivated. They
will be eager and compliant and will support
and assist you to the utmost. The project you
are working will progress speedily.

TAs, with Dev Patel receiving
anomination for Outstanding
Debut by a British Director or
Producer. 4

The film won in the Best Action i
and Adventure Movies category. It
was nominated alongside Deadpool &amp; Wol-
verine, The Fall Guy, Rebel Ridge and Twisters.

Sharing the news on her Instagram, she
wrote, “AM I DREAMIN OR WHAT HOLY
..... - A Bafta nomination. - Rotten tomatoes
best reviewed action and adventure film
2024. #IndieForLife.”

Monkey Man, directed by Dev Patel,
is an action-packed thriller about an
ex-convict seeking redemption in a cor-
rupt, chaotic world. The action thriller
film is also produced by Patel. Apart
from Dev who plays the title charac-
ter, Sikandar Kher, Sharlto Copley,
Pitobash, and Vipin Sharma play key

Il GEMINI

You will listen to your heart
over your head, swept away
as you will be in a flood of
emotions today. This could mean that
you will be unable to distinguish be-
tween good and bad. However, looking
back upon your day in the evening, you
are unlikely to regret any of the deci-
sions you made, says Ganesha.

. CANCER roles in the movie. ians
You will begin the day with ‘
a definite plan for a bright

arrived in the city Thursday evening
along with the band.
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SAIF ALI KHAN STABBING CASE

‘ ' someone

wildfires and organised the delivery of

meals and care packages.
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Urvashi at receiving end

Mumbai: The unfortunate and thoroughly
alarming incident that left Saif Ali Khan se-
verely injured in the wee hours of Thursday
morning has left the country shocked.

Now Urvashi Rautela is anything but the lay-
man. Her take on the situation is...well some-
thing only she could have come up with. For
context, the actor starred in the Nandamuri
Balakrishna starrer Daaku Maharaaj which
has managed to cross the 3105 ~ crore
mark.

While that is of course
great news for Urvashi,
it takes a special kind of
talent to draw a connec-
tion between this and
what Saif endured. Not
for Urvashi though.
And for that the inter-
net is giving her the
spotlight she so truly
deserves.

A clip of hers
from a recent inter-
view has been doing
the rounds of the
internet in which
she can be seen
redirecting a
question about
the robbery
and Saif's
health to
how it

would
make

like her

l l

SRK connection

Mumbai: A new connection between the attack on
actor Saif Ali Khan, and Bollywood megastar Shah
Rukh Khan has come to light. Earlier, a man was seen
trying to look inside SRK’s swanky bungalow, Mannat
in the Bandstand area of Mumbai. The intruder tried
to see inside SRK’s house using a 6 to 8 feet long iron
ladder. The cops even searched SRK’s house to ensure
his safety. What’s more intriguing is that the person,
who tried to look inside SRK’s house appears to be
similar, in terms of height and frame, to the culprit who
attacked Saif on Thursday. Not only this, according to
the information received by the Mumbai Police, the
police suspect that the person cannot be alone because
the iron ladder that was used to conduct the recce is
not possible to lift a person alone, at least two to three
people will be needed to lift it. Although no complaint
has been filed by Shah Rukh Khan in this regard, but
police are taking this matter seriously and are trying
to find out whether the ladder that was used has any

T report of theft. T

W step out in all her finery. The actor goes onto

drop the €105 crore’ tag her film has attained
.. adding how the diamond-studded rolex from
her mother and the emerald ring watch
+ from her father, are sadly gifts she’ll have
to think twice about flaunting, now that
something of this sort has happened.
The internet is of course here for the
aftermath of this morbid pop culture
moment.
“Plz keep her brain in muse-
um”, read a comment to which
another replied, “N lock the
museum”. Other comments
rallied on reading, “Kim
kardashian from Temu”,
“Coming from urvashi ..
it’s kinda expected .. some-
thing off with this chick”

future. You will resolutely implement
plans that you have made thoughtfully.
Such methodical decisions will save
you a lot of time in the future. Ganesha
says that you will succeed in every
endeavour today.

-l LEO

Your natural self-confidence
and capability will help you
attain a position of strength
today. As a result, all your tasks will

be completed easily and you will reap
rewards greater than your expectations,
says Ganesha.

H VIRGO
Ganesha says you realise the i
importance of family matters fgg, %

today. You have great skills

when it comes to negotiations, and you
_ will use them in settling disputes amica-

bly. Ganesha says you have learned the

lessons of life on staying level-headed,

and that you keenly believe that opposi-

tion eventually leads to progress.

t was a Maha (big) moment for us sometime back,
when Kapadia’s low-budget, independent film A/l
We Imagine as Light got nominated for the Golden
Globes in two distinct categories. Many such stories
now regularly define India’s moment in the sun.
Come 2025 and a Maha(n) moment is being defined;
grabbing world attention as the planet’s largest cul-
tural and religious gathering - the Maha Kumbh gets
underway at Prayagraj. There is vigorous arrange-

H LIBRA
Ganesha says you will have K ]

a good time with your family

members and will have fun

with them. You will also be able to orga-
nize a picnic or a party for your family
members and enjoy the day with them.

[l SCORPIO

Try to take a chill pill as you

may be worried about petty

issues today. Do not let them

hinder your happiness and take a toll

“

and “A man almost died- look

‘inse-
. at my jewellery.” ians

cure’ to

All we imagine as Maha(n)!

ment in place to manage the purported 40 crore vis-
itors, pets and pilgrims that will congregate at the
Kumbhas also IIT Kanpur spearheads crowd man-
agement by digital monitoring of the colossal event.
Brand IIT making quite a potful or kumbh-ful of news
as an ex- IITian baba’s holy presence grabs eye- balls!
Embodying the doctrines of the Mahan Sanatan Dhar-
ma, many believers take a holy dip in sacred waters
during the spiritual fest for atonement of past sins.

Come 2025 and Maha-moment elsewhere in being
devised in not so mahan, ME(A)GA-kumbh like minds
where probably crores of colossal ideas congregate
and create quite a stir in the pot. Suffice to say lack
of proper monitoring system in the frontal lobe of
brain may be causing mis-management and vigorous
spill- over from the kumbh into eye- ball grabbing
statements made “on land.” Given the tedious trip to
the holy Triveni Sangam, could a dip in nearby Canal
de Panama afford to grant some form of atonement
or its fresh water cleanse the mind and salvage a few
holy thoughts?

Madame Kapadia may want to make note of a pos-
sible theme for a future script that embodies all that
is indeed maha(n) and all that is imagined as maha(n)
in someone’s mind to make something great again.
The flick might just qualify in the run for Oscars.

DR RACHNA RATH

FUN

POsT

Rangasala theatre troupe from Puri performed Odia play Ardhamatra on the fifth and final day of the
event at Rabindra Mandap, Bhubaneswar, Friday. Written by Shankar Tripathy, the play was directed by
Bikram Kumar Sahu. PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

|_SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

on your health. However, the day looks
promising towards the end.

CROSSWORD

| PEANUTS

FOR MY FUTURE CAREER | [ MY DAD 15 A BARBER, JUSTA LITTLE
Il SAGITTARIUS R | | HAVE DECIDED TOBE|1| OU SEE, ANDIF I HUMOR THERE, MAAM,
Suddenly, you become ~= | | A HAIRDRESSER | SORT OF FOLLOW IN BEFORE WE BREAK
ambidextrous and plan = if IS FOOTSTEPS, THAT ;g —————
to multi task today, says | WOULD BE SHEAR  |¢
Ganesha. Your instincts will guide you j PELIGHT ! ;
today; trust them and move ahead. i g
You may come across few challenges. ;

Il CAPRICORN

Actions speak louder than
words. Your sincere efforts
and honest intentions will
motivate others also to put in their best,
feels Ganesha. You'll be like a friend,
philosopher and guide to them. People
will follow you, but it has a darker side
to as many will even over take you. It

is certainly not a pleasant sight to see
opportunities pass by!

HERE 1T 1S 8:00
M We WAE TO
GO TO BED

T DUNNO . SOMETHING FUN.'
WHATEVER MoM AND DAD
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l AQUARIUS

You are disappointed
and you seek solace in

AEEEEEEE dEEN
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persistent efforts you will succeed in
achieving your goals. While victory is a
given, hard work will be necessary. In
brief, today will be a challenging day for
you, says Ganesha.

SHEESH, | KNOW IT'SNOT ONE OF
HIS COOL ONES, BUT DO YOU HAVE
TO BE THE TASTE POLICE?
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CM flags off spl pilgrimage tral

First batch of 800 senior citizens leave for holy places in

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 17: The
first batch of 800 senior citizens
from Khurda, Puri, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara
and Dhenkanal districts began
their pilgrimage to places in Ma-
harashtra, such as Shirdi and
Nashik, as Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi flagged off a
special train to mark the launch
of ‘Senior Citizens’ Pilgrimage
Scheme’ at Bhubaneswar rail-
way station, Friday.

According to Chief Minis-
ter’s Office (CMO) sources, this
marks the start of the state gov-
ernment’s ambitious initiative
to send as many as 8,000 senior
citizens on pilgrimage to places
such as Shirdi, Nashik, Kolk-
ata, Kamakhya, Ayodhya and
Varanasi in 10 phases this year.

The pilgrimage train will
operate in two phases from
Bhubaneswar, Berhampur,
Sambalpur, Rayagada and Bal-
asore stations, they said.

The state government
launched the ‘Senior Citizens’
Pilgrimage Scheme’ to fulfil
the spiritual and religious as-
pirations of economically-dis-
advantaged and below poverty
line senior citizens in the state.

Majhi said temples were cen-
tral to cultural exchanges in
the past. “Temples were places
where heritage, art, culture,
literature, and economy were
integrated. Every Indian as-
pires to visit pilgrimage sites
and temples,” he said.

He highlighted that special
officers, guides, and medical
teams have been arranged to ac-
company the pilgrims through-
out the journey to ensure a safe
and convenient travel.

The state government has al-

—

so facilitated the movement of
all pilgrims from their villages
to respective railway stations
where the journey begins, the
CM said.

Additionally, arrangements
have been made for their ac-
commodation, food, and drink-
ing water during the trip, as
well as transportation from the
railway stations to the pilgrim-
age sites, he added.

Majhi appealed to the pil-
grims to remain cautious
during their journey and fol-
low the instruction of the of-
ficers and guides deployed for
their assistance. Deputy Chief
Minister Pravati Parida said
that the ‘Senior Citizens’ Pil-
grimage Scheme’ is a unique
programme to promote cultural
tourism in the state.

Industries and Skill Devel-
opment & Technical Educa-
tion Minister Sampad Chandra
Swain, Khurda MLA Prasanta
Jagadev, Jagatsinghpur MLA
Amarendra Das, Brahmagiri
MLA Upasna Mohapatra, Puri

Maharashtra

MLA Sunil Kumar Mohanty,
Ekamra-Bhubaneswar MLA
Babu Singh and Tourism de-
partment Special Secretary
Balamukunda Bhuyan were
present at the flagging off cer-
emony.

MEET ON FOOD SECURITY

Odisha Assembly Speaker Surama
Padhy waters a plant during the
inaugural occasion of the ‘7th
International Conference on Agriculture
for Food Security & Nutrition’ at OUAT
in Bhubaneswar, Friday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: Semb-
corp Industries Friday signed
two non-binding memoranda
of understanding (MOUs) with
the government of Odisha to
explore setting up of green hy-
drogen production facility in
the state.

Sembcorp's wholly-owned
subsidiaries Sembcorp Green
Hydrogen India Pvt Ltd
(SGHIPL) and Sembcorp Devel-
opment Ltd signed the MOUs
in the presence of Singapore's
Minister for Transport and
Second Minister for Finance
Chee Hong Tat and Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi, the
company said in a statement.

“Under the MOU signed with
Industrial Promotion & Invest-
ment Corporation of Odisha
Limited, SGHIPL will explore
the development of a produc-
tion facility for green hydrogen
and its derivatives, with an an-
ticipated production capacity of
720,000 tonnes per annum. The
facility, to be strategically lo-
cated in Odisha, is expected to
generate over 2,000 employment
opportunities during its opera-
tional phase.” it said.

Sembcorp Development Ltd
has also signed a non-binding
MOU with Odisha Industrial
Infrastructure Development
Corporation to assess the po-
tential for the development of
an industrial park in the state.

“These MOUs build upon
the framework outlined by
the Governments of Singapore
and India to enhance bilateral
collaboration, with a focus on
six key pillars, including sus-
tainability. With abundant re-
sources and investor-friendly

.

n Sembcorp to set up green

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan 17:
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan dis-
cussed the positive changes
taking place in the Indian
education system and the
National Education Policy in
the evolving educational land-
scape with visiting Singapore
President Tharman Shan-
mugaratnam here, Friday.

Earlier in the day, Pradhan,
along with Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi, welcomed
Shanmugaratnam, who arrived
on a two-day Odisha visit, at the
airport here. Later, in a bilater-
al meeting, Pradhan held fruit-
ful discussions on strengthen-
ing cooperation between India
and Singapore in the fields of
education, research, and inno-
vation, and building a stronger
knowledge bridge.

Pradhan discusses Indian edu
system with S’pore President

~ hydrogen facility in state

In a separate meeting, a
pact was inked between Odi-
sha and Singapore in various
sectors in the presence of Ma-
jhi, Pradhan, the Singapore
President and the accompany-
ing delegation. Pradhan stated
that several MoUs signed be-
tween Singapore and Odisha
mark a new chapter in inter-
national cooperation between
the two countries.

These agreements, he add-
ed, will further enhance Odi-
sha’s human capital through
the state’s skill development
ecosystem, foster 21st-century
skills, and strengthen the in-
dustrial sector, and research
and innovation. “This is a wel-
come agreement in preparing
QOdisha for the future, as it will
bolster the state’s skill ecosys-
tem and accelerate its industri-
al and socio-economic growth,”
the Union Minister remarked.

policies, Odisha is pivotal to
India's transition to a low-car-
bon future. Sembcorp contin-
ues to explore opportunities to
deepen its presence in India,
with the support of partners

like Enterprise Singapore,”
it said.

The MOUs exchange took
place on the sidelines of the
visit of Singapore President
Tharman Shanmugaratnam.

FE
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
Government of India

¢¢\When Citizens Read,
the Country Leads.??

Shri Narendra Modi
Hon'ble Prime Minister

Visit & Explore the World of Books !
18-26 JANUARY 2025 | 1:00 am-9:00 pm

Inauguration

18 JANUARY 2025 | 05:30 PM

Venue : P.H.D. Ground, Ainthapali, Sambalpur
@

Chief Guest
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

Hon'ble Education Minister, Government of India
<>

In the august presence of

Shri Rabi Narayan Naik

Hon'ble Minister of Rural Development, Panchayati Raj
and Drinking Water, Government of Odisha
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2 P.H.D. Ground, Ainthapali, Sambalpur

BJP govt usurping
credit for Naveen’s
projects: Lenin

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Jan
17: The Opposition BJD
Friday accused the BJP
dispensation, led by Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi, of taking mileage
from the developmental
works done by the pre-
vious government in
showcasing the state’s
infrastructural growth
before visiting Singapore
President Tharman Shan-
mugaratnam.

BJD spokesperson Le-
nin Mohanty said both the
World Skill Center (WSC)
and Bharat Biotech plant,
where the CM accompa-
nied the Singapore Pres-
ident, were built during
the Naveen Patnaik gov-
ernment in the state.

He claimed that the
BJP government has no
contribution towards the
development of the WSC
or vaccine manufacturing
plant set up in Odisha.

“The WSC was built by
the previous BJD govern-
ment at an expenditure of
Rs 1,200 crore,” Mohanty
said. “The BJP govern-
ment has given half the
information in the adver-
tisement put out for the
Singapore President’s
visit to the state. The ad-
vertisement would have
been complete if it men-
tioned Naveen Patnaik’s
work in building the
WSC and vaccine manu-
facturing unit by Bharat
Biotech,” Mohanty said.

He claimed that
during the last 24 years,
the BJD government
had strengthened the
information technology
and infrastructure in
the state. “The credit for
this goes only to former
CM Naveen Patnaik.
The BJP government is
standing on the founda-
tion laid by the Naveen
government,” he said.

“CM Mohan Charan
Majhi is now showing
the infrastructure built
by Patnaik to the visiting
Singapore President,” the
BJD spokesperson said.

The Singapore Pres-
ident is on a two-day
visit to Odisha.
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Announcement for Inviting Online Application for National Council for Hotel
Management (NCHM JEE)-2025

National Testing Agency is going to conduct NCHM JEE 2025 on behalf of National Council for
Hotel Management and Catering Technology (Under Ministry of Tourism, Govt. of India) for
admission in Bachelor of Science in Hospitality and Hotel Administration in the NCHMCT
affiliated Institutes of Hotel Management (IHMs).

Date of submission of online application form ' 16.12.2024 to 15.02.2025

Upto (05:00 PM)
27.04.2025 (Sunday)

Date of exam

Information Brochure with all other necessary details with regard to the registration for
examination will be made available on the Official Website(s) of the National Testing Agency
on https://exams.nta.ac.in/NCHM/and/or NCHMCT website on https://nchm.gov.in/

Interested candidates are advised to apply before the last date and regularly visit above
Official websites for latest updates.

In case any candidate faces difficulty in applying for NCHM JEE2025, she/he may contact on
011-40759000/ 011 - 69227700 or e-mail at nchm@nta.ac.in

CBC 21354/12/0003/2425
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ANNOUNCEMENT FOR INVITING ONLINE APPLICATION FOR ALL INDIA SAINIK
SCHOOLS ENTRANCE EXAM (AISSEE-2025)

National Testing Agency is going to conduct AISSEE-2025 on behalf of Sainik Schools Society
(Under Ministry of defence, Govt. of India) for admission to Class VI and Class IX in Sainik
School/ New Sainik Schools across the country, for the academic year 2025-26.

Submission of online Application Form | 24.12.2024 to 23.01.2025

| Date of exam Will be announced on the NTA website later
| Mode of exam | Pen Paper mode (OMR)
Paper pattern Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) .

Exam fee Category | Fee Payable
General/Wards of Defence personnel and ex- Rs. 800/-
servicemen/OBC (NCL) as per central list -
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes Rs. 650/-

Information Brochure with all other necessary details with regard to the registration for
examination will be made available on the Official Website(s) of the National Testing Agency
on www.nta.ac.in; https://exams.nta.ac.in/AISSEE/.

Interested candidates are advised to apply before the last date and regularly visit above
Official websites for latest updates.

In case any candidate faces difficulty in applying for AISSEE 2025, she/he may contact on
011-40759000 /011 - 69227700 or e-mail at aissee@nta.ac.in

CBC 21354/12/0004/2425
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Jan 17: Several pa-
tients at Sriram Chandra Bhan-
ja Medical College and Hospital
(SCBMCH) here were in for has-
sles Friday after one of the two
CT scan machines installed at
the premier healthcare snapped
unexpectedly.

According to sources, SCB-
MCH has two CT scan ma-
chines — one installed by the
hospital itself near the Casualty

CLASSIFIED

Free accommodation
for senior citizens and
-mentally ill person &
Drug addicted person
with all facilities.
Contact- 9337160036,
7325991853, 9439928693.

AFFIDAVIT

I PRATIVA RANJAN
SAMANTARA, S/o- Late
Jayahari Samantaray,
residing At- Andarpur,
'Duladei road, P.O.-
Kalyani Nagar,
P.S.- Madhupatna,
Dist.- Cuttack -753013
declare by this affidavit
No.-162, Dtd- 15.01.2025
that now onwards
I shall be known as
PRATIVA RANJAN
SAMANTARAY for all
future purposes.

I, Choudhury Dipti
Bala Das, W/o- Prativa
Ranjan Samantaray;,
D/o- Late Hrushikesh
Das, residing At-
Andarpur, Duladei
road, P.O.-Kalyani
Nagar, P.S.-Madhupatna,
Dist.- Cuttack- 753013,
declare by this affidavit
No-161, Dtd- 15.01.2025,
that now onwards I
shall be known as Dipti
Samantaray for all
future purposes.

That, I am swearing
this affidavit to file
before the concern
Authority for change of
my name as SADHIKA
AGRAWALLA,

W/0 SUDRASHAN
AGRAWALLA, Tangi,
Khordha instead

of Puja Nayak, D/o
Prasannaditya Nayak.
This fact stated above
are true and will
operative all purposes
in future.

L, aean
c-rscm

department, and another set up
on a public-private partnership
(PPP) mode in the Radiology de-
partment. The machine near
the Casualty department devel-
oped glitches around 11am af-
ter scanning just two patients,
leaving dozens of others wait-
ing indefinitely.

With hundreds of patients
visiting SCBMCH daily for
diagnostic scans, the sudden
malfunctioning of the crucial
machine caused significant

downtown

Patients in lurch as SCB
CT scanner goes phut

With hundreds of patients visiting the premier healthcare facility in Cuttack
from far off places daily for diagnostic scans, the breaking down of crucial
machines on regular baSls is Causmg significant distress among them

distress among them. Patients
and their attendants, some of
whom had traveled from dis-
tant places, were left worried
and frustrated. Despite efforts
by the hospital staff to fix the
problem, the machine could not
be restarted.

Lipi Guin, an attendant of
one of the affected patients,
expressed with dismay. “It’s
incredibly difficult to consult
the doctor, complete tests, and
return home in a single day.
Technical glitches in machines
have become a regular affair
here. And today, it was the
turn of the CT scan machine,”
she said.

The waiting patients were
advised to return Saturday for
the necessary scans.

Hospital Superintendent in-
charge Lucy Das was unavail-
able for comments regarding
the issue.

Nevertheless, the incident
highlights the perennial chal-
lenges in the maintenance of
essential diagnostic equipment
at SCBMCH, emphasising the
need for better infrastructure
and technical support to avoid
such disruptions in the future.

EVs to replace diesel
vehicles at Hindalco

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: Hindal-
co Industries Ltd Friday said
that it aims to replace diesel
vehicles with electric vehicles
(EVs) across all plants in the
country as part of its goal

to become a net-zero
carbon emission

Use

crore in freight costs.

Fly ash constitutes about
35 per cent of the volume of
cement produced. Hindalco
supplies 4 million tonne fly ash
from across its plants to the ce-
ment industry.

“This marks an important
milestone as we in-
duct the first set of

RO of EVs will NG
ny said it has T[RRI T ET\AB portation fleet.
fl d off Th EV

Fsoorsonll  reduce 3,500 tonne e
tric bulkers of carbon dioxide pivotal role
at its Aditya - = in transport-
Aluminiufn emissions, thereby ing our criaical
plant in Odi- \EEAUTI [ @ RAW TR waste, fly ash,
sha for sup- to the cement in-

plying 1 million
tonne fly ash to the
cement industry in the

state over the next five years.

Additionally, the company
has inaugurated two EV re-
charge stations near the fly ash
loading point, marking another
step toward green transporta-
tion and sustainable opera-
tions, Hindalco Industries Ltd
said in a statement.

As aresult of using EVs, the
plant expects to reduce 3,500
tonne of carbon dioxide emis-
sions, and it will help save 1.5

freight costs

dustry as an input
material, contribut-

ing not only to a greener
transportation system but also
to the circular economy,” Hin-
dalco Industries Ltd President
and Chief Logistics Officer Su-
kanta Das said.

Hindalco is also focused on
scaling up the use of LNG and
electric vehicles in road trans-
port, while expanding the rail
mode of transportation by
connecting its new mines and
plant locations to the Indian
railways network.

RARE CELESTIAL EVENT: Students partlmpate in a ‘Live Telescope Show’ to observe the great conjunction of Venus and Saturn at Reg|onal Science Centre in

Bhubaneswar Friday. At this conjunction, Venus and Saturn will be about two degrees apart, which is about the width of a coin held outstretched

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

MANIPAL HOSPITALS’ FEAT IN RARE CASE OF INFERTILITY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 17: Mani-
pal Hospital Bhubaneswar re-
cently achieved a significant
milestone by successfully
managing a highly complex
pregnancy in a 31-year-old
woman diagnosed with uni-
cornuate uterus, a rare uterine
malformation.

Women with unicornuate
uterus, a condition which only
one half of the uterus develops,
face problem in pregnancy like
infertility, recurrent miscar-
riage and premature delivery.

Odia doctor “killed’ in
Delhi; one detained

PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi, Jan 17: A doctor
from Odisha was allegedly mur-
dered at his South Delhi resi-
dence here, as his body with a
deep cut on his neck has been re-
covered Thursday, police said.

Police have detained a sus-
pect, Sunny Sharma, 23, a di-
etician by profession, they said.

DCP South Ankit Chauhand
said that the police received a
PCR call regarding a body ly-
ing in a house in South Delhi’s
Chattarpur Enclave area.

The victim, identified as
Sambit Mohanty from Cuttack,
had a deep cut on his neck and
“blood was scattered on the
floor, indicating a violent al-
tercation”, DCP added.

During the investigation,
police detained Sharma, who
revealed that he had gone to
deliver a diet subscription to
Mohanty’s residence Wednes-
day. While they were talking,
Mohanty touched him inappro-
priately, Chauhan said.

Following this, Sharma
strangled him and then at-
tacked him with a knife and
scissors from the victim’s kitch-
en, and fled, he said.

Further investigation into
the matter is underway, Chau-
han added.

Manipal Hospital Bhubaneswar
is one of the few institutions
offering specialised solutions
for women facing infertility
due to this rare condition. This
ground-breaking achievement
marks the first successful case
of its kind at the hospital, fur-
ther solidifying its reputation
for delivering exceptional medi-
cal care in treating complex and
rare gynaecological conditions.

The patient had faced over a
decade of infertility and mul-
tiple failed IVF attempts. Two
years ago, she sought treatment
at the Gynecology department of

the hospital, where she was di-
agnosed with the rare condition.

Under the expert guidance of
consultant gynecologist Monica
Gupta, the patient underwent
an advanced and individual-
ised treatment plan. The pro-
tocol included hysteroscopic
enhancement of the uterine
cavity, along with Platelet-Rich
Plasma (PRP) therapy.

After undergoing two IVF
cycles, the patient conceived
successfully. Through careful
monitoring and comprehensive
prenatal care, she delivered
a healthy baby at 36 weeks,

NIFT Bhubaneswar
launches VisioNxT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 17: Na-
tional Institute of Fashion
Technology here, with the
support from Ministry of
Textiles, Friday introduced
VisioNxT, an advanced re-
search facility to provide in-
novative research and trend
insights for the fashion and
retail market in India.

Addressing a presser, NIFT
Bhubaneswar director Rajesh
Kumar Jha said, “VisioNxT has
created a forecasting system
that is specific to the Indian
market’s unique dynamics by
combining AI and emotion-
al intelligence (EI). The core
objective is to understand the
diversity and complexity of In-
dia’s fashion landscape, giving
businesses, designers, brands,
retailers, artisans, and weavers

the power to anticipate and re-
spond to the changing needs of
the Indian consumer.”

To date, VisioNxt has deliv-
ered over 60 fashion microtrend
reports, more than 10 close-to-
season trend reports, more than
3 research papers, an e-mag-
azine, a youth trend report,
a mindset book, and India’s
first-ever AI Taxonomy book
on 75 Indian wear categories.

The initiative has also cre-
ated a comprehensive dataset
of over 70,000 primary apparel
images and more than 280,000
secondary images to identify
patterns in key apparel attri-
butes like style, colour, and
regional influences. VisioNxt,
an ethically certified initiative,
has trained over 800 students in
trend spotting and empowered
them by involving them in Vi-
sioNxt’s data collection system.

Concerted efforts key to eradicate dowry: Dy CM

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 17: Aim-
ing to eradicate dowry, a social
stigma the society is still grap-
pling with, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Pravati Parida Friday called
for a concerted effort to make
Odisha a dowry-free state.
Speaking at a one-day Sub-Col-
lectors’ Conference on the Dow-
ry Prohibition Act, 1961, held at
the Convention Centre of Lok
Seva Bhawan here, Parida em-
phasised the need for greater
grassroots-level discussions
and public awareness about
the harmful practice.

The Deputy CM described
dowry as a ‘social disorder’,
reiterating that it is neither a
tradition nor a personal issue
but a deep-rooted problem in so-
ciety. Despite the enactment of
the Dowry Prohibition Act over
60 years ago, Parida stressed
that the fight against dowry is
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far from over. She called on ad-
ministrative officials to active-
ly enforce the law and ensure
that citizens are protected from
this harmful practice.

As the chief guest at the
event, Parida urged Sub-Dis-
trict Magistrates to play a piv-

- .0‘ Sy
- *"

otal role in strictly enforcing
the Dowry Prohibition Act
and preventing its misuse.
“It is the responsibility of of-
ficials to enforce the laws that
are designed to protect our cit-
izens, and the role of Sub-Dis-
trict Magistrates is crucial in

this endeavour,” Parida said.

In an effort to streamline
enforcement of the Act, the
state government has declared
Sub-District Magistrates as
dowry prohibition officers.
These officials are empowered
to take preventive measures,
investigate dowry-related cas-
es, and collect evidence against
offenders.

Parida also stressed that ef-
fective implementation of the
law depends on timely action
and widespread public aware-
ness, which can be achieved
through various channels, in-
cluding social media.

“In today’s digital age, so-
cial media is a powerful tool. It
must be used to spread aware-
ness about the Dowry Prohibi-
tion Act and its consequences,”
Parida added, noting that the
success of the initiative would
significantly contribute to the
dignity and respect of women.

The Dowry Prohibition Act,
1961 was enacted with the aim
of eradicating dowry, a prac-
tice where gifts or money are
given by the bride’s family to
the groom’s family. The Act
makes demanding, accepting,
or giving dowry a punishable
offence — applicable both be-
fore, during, and after the mar-
riage. Violations of the Act can
lead to imprisonment for up to
five years and a fine extending
to 15,000, or the value of the
dowry, whichever is higher.
The law also criminalises
those who aid or abet dowry
transactions, including the
promotion of dowry through
advertisements.

Parida’s strong message is
a step forward in ensuring the
complete eradication of dowry,
and her call to make Odisha a
dowry-free state has resonated
strongly within the administra-
tive circles.

weighing 2.4kg. Both mother
and baby are doing well as per
hospital reports.

Hospital director Saktimaya
Mohapatra added, “This re-
markable achievement high-
lights our expertise in han-
dling rare and complex medical
conditions. The integration of
cutting-edge technology with
personalised care reflects our
commitment to improving pa-
tient outcomes and transform-
inglives. We remain dedicated
to providing world-class treat-
ment to women facing infertil-
ity challenges.”

ECoR facilitates new
export route to Nepal

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 17: East
Coast Railway (ECoR) has en-
abled a new export initiative
for Bangladesh Steel Re-rolling
Mills (BSRM), marking the first
shipment of Soft Billets from
Nayagarh and Keonjhar dis-
tricts to Nepal. The first rake
was loaded Friday, signaling
the beginning of this crucial
transportation link that is ex-
pected to see an initial traffic
of three rakes per month.

This development is part
of a Business Development
Initiative (BDU) by ECoR, de-
signed to boost regional trade
and improve connectivity for
goods movement, especially
steel products, to neighbor-
ing countries like Nepal. The
strategic role of the railway in
this new venture highlights
the importance of rail trans-
port in enhancing logistics
efficiency and meeting the
growing export demands from
the region.

The Railway’s role in facil-
itating this export venture
underscores its commitment
to supporting industrial de-
velopment and enhancing the
movement of goods across bor-

ders said ECIR officials.
WEATHER
BBSR CTC
Max Temp 27.3° 252°
MinTemp 12.3° 12.4°
Humidity 66% 73%
Rainfall Nil Nil
FORECAST

Fog/mist in the morning
and mainly clear sky
later.
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FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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NITR brings new cathode tech
0 drive India’s EV, RE growth

Prof. Partha Saha,
A it +

Prof. Sanjoy Dutta,

NIT Rourkela NIT Rourkela

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Jan 17: Research-
ers at the National Institute
of Technology, Rourkela have
developed a new class of cath-
ode materials for lithium-ion
batteries, offering a promising
alternative to cobalt-based de-
signs, according to officials.
The innovative research,
funded by the Department of
Science and Technology’s Nan-
omission programme and con-
ducted in collaboration with
the Department of Physics and
Astronomy at the premier in-
stitute, will address challenges
associated with the high cost,
scarcity, and environmental
concerns of cobalt, a key com-
ponent in conventional lithi-
um-ion batteries, they added.
The research team led by
Partha Saha, Associate Pro-
fessor, Ceramic Engineering
at NIT Rourkela includes As-
sociate Professor Sanjoy Datta,
Research Graduate Soumyas-
ree Jena and Research Scholar
Abhishek Kumar, developed
magnesium-based cathode

Mr. Abhishek Kumar,
NIT Rourkela

Dr. Soumyasree Jena,
NIT Rourkela

materials as a sustainable and
cost-effective alternative to
cobalt without compromising
performance.

Lead researcher Saha said
lithium-ion batteries, which
power devices like smart-
phones, laptops, and electric
vehicles (EVs), predominantly
use cobalt-based cathodes.

However, cobalt presents
several challenges, including
its high cost and price volatil-
ity, limited availability, with
major sources in countries like
Cuba, Madagascar, and Papua
New Guinea, and significant
environmental and ethical
concerns associated with its
extraction.

These issues are becoming
increasingly critical as the de-
mand for EVs and lithium-ion
batteries continues to grow.
Projections indicate that by
2050, the global supply of co-
balt may not meet the rising
demand, underscoring the ur-
gent need to develop alterna-
tive materials, he said.

Magnesium offers several
advantages -- it is affordable,

Mid-winter bird census today
In water bodies across Odisha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, Jan 17: The
mid-winter bird census in ma-
jor water bodies across the
state, including Chilika lagoon,
the biggest waterfowl habitat in
the country, will be conducted
Saturday.

A training programme for
the enumerators was held at the
Wetland Training and Research

- Centre (WTRC) near Chilika Fri-
day, where bird enthusiasts from
different organisations took part.

State’s Forest and Environ-
ment Minister Ganesh Ram
Singh Khuntia inaugurated the
training programme.

The bird census will be held
in the major water bodies in 58
forest divisions in the state si-
multaneously from 6am to 11am
Saturday, Singh Khuntia said.

Bird experts and ornithologists
of various organisations have
imparted training to the partici-
pants on the scientific method of
counting birds, he said.

“I thank the reputed organ-
isations like Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS) and
Wildlife Institute of India (WII)
for participating in the census
activities in the Chilika Lake,”
the minister said.

The Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests (PCCF), Wildlife,
Prem Kumar Jha, also attended

I o ek 1
the inaugural session of the train-
ing. The staff of Chilika Wildlife
Division, the experts of Chilika
Development Authority (CDA),
students of the state-owned Odis-
ha University of Agriculture and
Training (OUAT) and activists
of various organisations will
participate in the census.

The Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO) of Chilika Wildlife Divi-
sion, Amlan Nayak, said a total
of 21 groups have been formed.

Each group consists of at least
five to six people for the enumer-
ation of the birds across the lake.

“We have requested the boat
operators not to operate their
vessels for bird count,” he said.

Last winter, a total of 11,37,759
birds of 187 different species
were counted in the 1,100 sq km
blue lagoon, official sources said.

The winged guests from far-
off places visit the lake every
winter to escape the severe cold
in their natives. They start their
homeward journey with the on-
set of summer.

abundant, and widely avail-
able in India, with significant
deposits in Tamil Nadu, Ut-
tarakhand, and Karnataka.
Additionally, magnesium is
environment friendly, helping
to reduce the ecological impact
of battery production.

“Our research shows that
the new cathode retains 74.3
per cent of its original capac-
ity after 100 charge-discharge
cycles, a significant improve-
ment over the rapid capacity
loss observed in traditional co-
balt-based cathodes,” he said.

Additionally, the new cath-
ode minimises the cationic
disorder of nickel in lithium
sites -- a common issue in tra-
ditional NMC-based cathodes
that leads to capacity and volt-
age fade, he said.

Saha explained that this
breakthrough has wide-ranging
implications and applications
and paves the way to produce
affordable, high-performance
batteries for electric vehicles,
contributing significantly to
the growing EV industry.

Additionally, it supports In-
dia’s renewable energy goals
by enabling cost-effective ener-
gy storage solutions essential
for sustainable development.
By reducing dependency on
imported materials, this in-
novation also enhances In-
dia’s self-reliance in battery
production, strengthening the
country’s position in the global
energy market, he said.

1,500 qtls paddy
destroyed in fire

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, Jan 17: A sudden
fire broke out in a paddy heap
at Patabandh village under
Kalyansinghpur block in Ray-
agada district, reducing it to
ashes Friday afternoon.

Approximately 1,500 quintals
of paddy stacked in the grana-
ry of eight people has been
destroyed in the fire. Farmers
had harvested the paddy and
stored it in the granary and
were planning to sell it at the
market Friday.

The reason behind the fire
wasn’t known immediately.
Upon noticing the fire, people
nearby rushed to fetch water
from their homes and nearby
canals but were unable to extin-
guish the flames in time. They
also contacted the fire depart-
ment. Fire tenders arrived at
the scene and managed to con-
trol the fire.

After the incident, Revenue
Inspectors Ramachandra Acha-
rya and Namita Rani Gamang
arrived at the location and com-
piled a list of the people who
had suffered losses.

Indian Railways expands rail
connectivity in western Odisha

Bargarh
Road-Nawapara Road
Special Rly Project
makes substantial
progress

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Bargarh, Jan
17: The Indian Railways has
achieved significant progress in
constructing the 138.32-km new
railway line connecting Bar-
garh Road to Nawapara Road.

This Special Railway Project
is expected to revolutionise the
transportation landscape in
western Odisha by providing
a new, shorter, and more effi-
cient route for both passenger
and freight services.

The Bargarh Road-Nawapara
Road line, with a total cost of Rs
2,621.92 crore, was approved by
the Railway Board September
10, 2024.

The Odisha government has
played a pivotal role in sup-
porting this ambitious project
by offering land free of cost and

providing a grant of Rs 300 crore
to ensure its smooth execution.

A crucial component of the
project is the acquisition of
924.64 hectares of land, with an
estimated cost of Rs 364 crore.
This includes 752.524 hectares
of private land, 123.233 hectares
of government land, and 48.913
hectares of forest land.

The new railway line will
be an electrified broad gauge
(BG) main line, offering a more
efficient alternative to the con-
gested Jharsuguda-Bilaspur-
Raipur corridor.

The new route will reduce
travel by 53 km compared to the
Sambalpur-Jharsuguda-Raipur
route and by 87 km compared to
the Sambalpur-Titlagarh-Rai-
pur route, thereby improving

transit times for passengers
and freight.

The project will boost freight
capacity between Odisha and
Chhattisgarh, benefiting indus-
tries such as steel plants, coal
transportation, and iron ore
shipping to key locations like
Raipur. The line will support
the transportation of finished
steel from steel plants, coal from
Angul, and iron ore from Daitari
and Gandhamardhan, signifi-
cantly reducing logistics costs
and enhancing trade efficiency.

According to East Coast Rail-
way (ECoR) sources, the route
will improve access to major in-
dustrial hubs such as JSW Steel
in Lapanga, Vedanta Alumini-
um Ltd. in Jharsuguda, and
ACC Bargarh Cement Works
in Bargarh.

In addition to enhancing
passenger transportation, the
project will serve as a critical
enabler for regional economic
growth. It will benefit a wide
range of industries, including
steel, cement, food grains, and
coal, thus fostering economic
development in the region.
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STALK TO SUGAR: Sugarcane crushing commenced after a ceremony was held at the factory of Aska Cooperative Sugar Industries Limited at Aska in

Ganjam district, Friday

OP PHOTO

Rescue efforts on at Dalmia cement factory

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Jan 17: Rescue op-
erations were ongoing Friday
at the Dalmia Bharat Cement
Ltd. (DBCL) plant in Rajgang-
pur, where three workers were
trapped under a collapsed coal
hopper. The incident occurred
Thursday evening at around
6pm in the boiler area of the
plant’s captive power unit, and
the workers’ whereabouts re-
mained unknown at the time of
reporting. Authorities expected
the operation to continue for a
few more hours.

According to a company
press release, the coal hopper,
operated by a third-party ven-
dor, fell suddenly, resulting
in three workers being bur-
ied under the rubble. “We are
saddened to report an accident
due to collapse of a coal hop-
per in the boiler areas of the
captive power plant, located at
Rajgangpur,” the release said.
Injured workers were receiving
medical care, and emergency
protocols had been activated,

A

including securing the site.

The plant’s operational team,
in coordination with district
administration officials, has
been leading the rescue efforts.
“Safety remains our top priori-
ty, and we are fully committed
to ensuring secure working
conditions,” the company add-
ed.

ADM, Sundargarh Abhi-
manyu Majhi confirmed that
approximately 50-60 rescue per-
sonnel, including 24 from the
Odisha Disaster Rapid Action

Minor victim consumes poison on court
premises during hearing of ‘rape’ case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kendrapara, Jan 17: A
16-year-old girl, who was al-
legedly raped in June last
year, attempted to kill herself
by consuming poison on court
premises in Kendrapara Fri-
day, police said.

She was first taken to the
SCB Medical College and
Hospital in Cuttack and then
to the Government District
Headquarters Hospital in Ken-
drapara, they said.

Her condition is “stated
to be serious” and an inves-
tigation is underway, said

Youth meet on decency held

Jajpur: The eradication of indecency and the
establishment of peace and nonviolence are
essential steps towards building a harmonious
society, said Jajpur MP Ravi Narayan Behera
during the inauguration of an event at the
Shovaniya Shikshashram campus in Udayagiri

under the Barchana block in Jajpur district. He Procurement Bid Availability of Tender on-line for bidding
added that promoting the teachings of Lord Officer Identification No. From To

Buddha and avoiding conflict could pave the 1 2 3 4

way for societal progress, which was the main Superintending Engineer, Rural Online-SESNG-26 of 20.01.2025 27.01.2025
goal of Kumar Bhai, the founder of International Works Division, Sundargarh 2024-25 10.00 A.M. 05.00 P.M.

Indecency Prevention Movement. The event, an
international youth assembly on harmony, was
held Thursday under the chairmanship of the
movement’s director Arundhati Devi, Monday.
Barchana MLA Amar Kumar Nayak attended the
programme as the chief guest and dedicated
the assembly to the mission of the eminent
Buddhist guru Padmasambhava. Distinguished
speakers included Buddhist researcher Harish
Chandra Prusti, Professors Prabir Kumar
Pattnayak, Balakrishna Mahapatra, London-
based youth delegate Bhagyashree Singh,
Trilochan Nayak, and Anita Sabat. Scholars
from Vietnam, Tanzania, Nigeria, and Bangalore
University, along with Ajay Sharma from
Uttarakhand and Paramijit Singh from Ramadevi

Inspector in-Charge of Ken-
drapara Town police station,
Dilip Sahoo.

The minor attempted to end
her life by consuming poison
in the washroom of Kend-
rapara Additional District
Judge-cum-Special Judge
Court (POCSO) here when
the hearing was underway,
the officer said.

The girl was allegedly sexu-
ally assaulted June 6 last year.
Police had later arrested a
21-year-old accused in the case.

The court proceedings were
suspended following the inci-
dent, sources said.

OAL HOPPER COLLAPSE

Force (ODRAF), were at the
scene. “The rescue operation
is complicated. The coal hopper
must be cut open to reach the
trapped workers, but we have
to be cautious not to generate
excessive heat, which could
cause the coal to ignite,” Majhi
explained. He also dismissed
media reports claiming that
a mob had forced its way into
the plant, stating that while ten-
sions were running high, the
situation was under control.
The accident is expected

to severely impact the plant,
which had already been un-
dergoing a major shutdown
for maintenance, affecting
production. Authorities were
reportedly alerted about the
structural weaknesses of the
coal hopper prior to the col-
lapse. Following the incident,
the plant halted power supply
for over 30 minutes.

This is the second significant
accident at the plant in recent
months, following a conveyor
belt collapse that occurred a
few months ago, though no inju-
ries were reported at the time.

EAST COAST RAILWAY

Tender Notice No.: eT-M-CD-BBS-DEO-19-25,
Dtd.: 08.01.2025

4 OUTSOURCING OF THE WORK OF
DATA ENTRY OPERATORS FOR MANAGING
STATISTICS AND DATA MANAGEMENT ACTIVITY OF
COACHING DEPOT, BHUBANESWAR FOR A PERIOD
OF THREE YEARS.
LU CEE RN 798,12,179.17
EMD: Rs.1,96,300/- Tender Doc. Cost: Rs.5,900/-,
Completion Period: 36Months, Bidding Star Date: 15.1.2025
QGG EEIVDEEERIER At 1530 hrs. on 29.01.2025

The Tender documents & complete details are
available al www.ireps.gov.in

Coaching Depot Officer
PR-888/P/24-25 Bhubaneswar

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERS

(SEE SECTION 82 (2) (ii) Cr.P.C.)

DP/692/NW/2025
(Court Matter)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused person(s)
Sushil Kumar Mohanty Proprietor of M/s Sarada Enterprises Village
Mukund Prasad Plot No. 182/3577 PS Khurda Distt. Khurda
Bhubaneshwar Road Mukunda Prasad 752057 Odisha has committed
(oris suspected to have committed) the offence in Case Ct. No. 3125/2020,
U/s 138 NI Act, PS Model Town, Delhi and it has been returmned to a
Warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused person(s) Sushil
Kumar Mohanty can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused person(s) Sushil Kumar Mohanty has
absconded (or is concealing herself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused person(s) Sushil
Kumar Mohanty of Case Ct. No. 3125/2020, U/s 138 NI Act, PS Model
Town, Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the said
complainton or before dated 21.03.2025 at 10:00 AM.

By Order
Sh. Himanshu Sehloth
Metropolitan Magistrate-03
Court No. 213 (North),
Rohini Courts, Delhi

Gn"[n“ME“T ur nnlsnn E.Mail- rw_sundargarh@yahoo.co.in
OFFIGE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

RURAL WORKS DIVISION, SUNDARGARH
E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

BID IDENTIFICATION NO.ONLINE-SESNG-26 OF 2024-25
No0.0-1270:Name of the Work: Road Works, 2. Total No. of Works: 1 No. Road, 3.Estimated
Cost: Rs.58.82 Lakhs, 4. Class of Contractor:- Only ‘B’, 5. Period of Completion: 01 Calendar
Month. 6. Type of Tender: Double Cover. 7. Other details:

OIPR-25046/11/0037/2425

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in
Sd./- Superintending Engineer
Rural Works Division, Sundargarh

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS DIVISION, KESINGA

E_mail:eerwkesinga@yahoo.com
e-Procurement Notice
BID IDENTIFICATION NO.RWKSNG-online-05/2024-25
No.0-1278:1. Name of Works: Building Works (As per annexure). 2. Total No. of Work: 8 Nos. 3. Estimated
Cost: Rs.4.19 Lakhs to Rs.38.02 Lakhs (Approximately). 4. E.M.D.: Please refer DTCN. 5. Cost of Tender
Document: As per annexure. 6. Class of Contractor: ‘D, C & B” Class. 7. Period of Completion: As per
annexure. 8. Other Details: As per DTCN.

University, presented their research papers at
the assembly. Students from various districts
of Odisha, residing and studying at the
Shovaniya Shikshashram, performed cultural
programmes inspired by the works of Kumar
Bhai. The event was supported by Barada
Mohanty, Mamata Pradhan and Minati Devi.

Bid Availability of tender Last date and time of -
Procurement e ) L X Date & Time of
. Identification online for bidding seeking tender N
Officer e Opening of Tender
No. From To clarification
En ’?g:g;";i'r;h‘vs;ks RWKSNG-on- | 20.01.2025 iog ﬁogg 27.01.2025 31.01.2025 at
gineer, . line-05/ 24-25 | at14.00 PM. P ’ upto 11.00 AM. 11.00 PM.
Division, Kesinga PM.

Further details can be seen from the Website i.e. www.tenderodisha.gov.in
Sd./- Additional Chief Engineer
Rural Works Division, Kesinga

OIPR-25153/11/0007/2425
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To listen to some devout people,
one would imagine that God

never laughs.

SRI AUROBINDO

Strategic Snub

f Punjab and Haryana, is back in the spotlight—but not for its

Candigarh, the city that wears two hats as the shared capital
[0}

architectural charm or serene lake. Two recent decisions by the
Centre have stirred a cocktail of political uproar and administrative
change, leaving Punjab fuming and bureaucratic systems reshuffled.
First, the Ministry of Personnel dropped a bombshell by abolish-
ing the post of Adviser to the Chandigarh Administrator, replacing
it with the post of Chief Secretary of the Union Territory. While the
notification might seem like routine tinkering, its political implica-
tions hit like a thunderclap. The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), Congress,
and Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)—otherwise rivals—found common
ground in slamming the BJP-led Centre. The ruling sentiment? This

oower Post

FOCUS SINGAPORE PREZ IN ODISHA

RESONATING PARA-DIPLOMACY

ree events in quick
succession in Odis-

ha within less than

six months highlight
Odisha’s increasing profile in
para-diplomacy, which means
states as stakeholders in out-
reach with foreign countries
in a federal setup like India.
First it was the Bali Jatra in
Cuttack in November last
year, which witnessed the
gracious presence of foreign
diplomats, particularly from
Southeast Asian countries.
The congregation showcased
Odisha’s civilizational link
with South-east Asia and
maritime trade with the re-

;Qi"\\\l - ‘

Much before the late Prime Minister
Narasinha Rao initiated India’s ‘look-east’

time, one of the main parties
was the Indian Independent
League, which was established
under the Japanese auspices.
The legendary Subhas Chan-
dra Bose, who was born and
grew up in Odisha, gave the
clarion call of ‘Delhi Chalo’ in
Singapore in 1943. The Indian
community in Singapore on
the eve of World War II was
a fragmented one. It was Bose
who fostered a sense of pan-In-
dian nationalism in Singa-
pore. For a short time in 1943,
Singapore served as the seat of
the Provisional Government of
free India under Bose.

In the demographic profile

isn’t just about a title swap; it’s a perceived blow to Punjab’s dignity RS\ gion. Much before the late . . . , of Singapore, the Indian com-
and rights over the UT. W= Prime Minister Narasinha policy, which was scaled up to ‘act east munity has been assimilated
Meanwhile, another Centre-driven deci'sion shook the Chand@gfirh =© Rao initia.ted Indig’s ‘look- policy by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in in t.he mosajc of the islanfi
Police structure. The force now has sanctioned posts for an Addition- \ /' east’ policy, which was . nation. In Singapore, Tamil
al Director General of Police (ADGP) and Deputy Inspector General R scaled up to the ‘act east’ 20 14’ Odisha shared a robust cultural and is one of the four official lan-
(DIG), replacing the earlier practice of IGP-led hierarchy. While this policy by Prime Minister Na- civilisational connect with Southeast Asia guages. Besides Tamil, the
reordering won’t displace the current leadership—ADGP Surender Rup Narayan Das  rendra Modi in 2014, Odisha study of other Indian languag-
Singh Yadav already heads the police—it signals a formal shift to- shared a robust cultural and es, namely Bengali, Gujarati,
wards aligning Chandigarh’s policing framework with other Union THE ODIA civilisational connect with  participated by influentialand  a number of important MoUs  Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu have
Territories. Southeast Asia. Yet another  high-profile Indian diaspora,  with the state government per- also been incorporated into
The timing of these announcements is striking. For Punjab, which COMMUNITY instance of Odisha’s connec-  including those from Odisha. taining to skill development,  Singapore’s school curriculum
has long viewed Chandigarh as its rightful territory, these moves feel IN SING APQRE, tion with Indonesia was  The successful conclusion of new energy, and development  signifying the multicultural-
like a strategic snub. For the Centre, it’s perhaps an attempt to stream- Odisha’s iconic figure, the the 18th edition of PBD was  of new cities. The visit of Sin-  ism of the city state.
line administration. Either way, this twin development underscores WHILE late Biju Pattanaik, and the  also addressed by S. Jaishan-  gapore President also has Prime Minister Modi has
the need for a broader conversation on Chandigarh’s governance. The MAINTAINING  acepilot who was entrusted  kar, External Affairs Minister.  traction in the sense that a  been a great admirer of Sin-
city deserves better than being in a perennial tug-of-war. IT CULTURAL by the late Prime Minister = PBD provided a platformanda  sizeable Odia diasporalivesin  gapore and its model of gov-
Jawaharlal Nehru to fly meeting ground to the Indian  Singapore. The Odia commu- ernance and in particular of
Decoding the Centre’s mid-Budget shuffle IDENTITY, HAS the top Indonesian leaders, diaspora and entrepreneurs  nity in Singapore, whilemain-  Lee Kuan Yew, the architect
True to its reputation for springing surprises, the Centre has re- CONTRIBUTED including Sultan Sjahrir, and industrialists from Odis- tainingtheir cultural identity, = of modern Singapore. The PM
shuffled key administrative positions, swapping Revenue Secretary from the colonial Dutch ha, with the state government  have contributed to the growth  visited Singapore in Septem-
Arunish Chawla (IAS: 1992: BH) with DIPAM Secretary Tuhin Kanta TO THE encirclement to New Delhi  offering avenues of coopera-  of Singapore’s economy in var-  ber last year. Earlier he flew
Pandey (IAS: 1987: OD). Pandey, now Revenue Secretary, steps into GROWTH OF to participate in the histor- tion and collaboration. The ious sectors including ICT. to Singapore in March 2015 to
this crucial role while Chaw- ic Asian Relations Confer- Ministry of External Affairs In terms of historical con-  pay tribute to the legendary
la takes over as the Secre- BABUDOM SINGAPORE’S ence, which India organised  has a dedicated States Divi- nection, it is noteworthy to  leader. He also paid tribute
tary of DIPAM. The move, : ECONOMY in April 1947, ahead of the sion to facilitate interaction = mention that during World to the great visionary of Sin-
coming right in the middle of N BYT ES country’s independence on  between the states and foreign =~ War II, when Japan occupied = gapore on his 100th birth an-
the Union Budget season, has Vi " seassesnssasees sensses IN VARIOUS 15th August, 1947. countries for investment and  Singapore from 1942 to 1945, niversary in April 2023. The
certainly raised eyebrows. Dlllp Che}"lan SECTORS The second event was the  collaboration. Indian nationalists joined  visit of Singapore President

The reshuffle relieves Pan-

dey of his additional responsibilities with the Department of Public

Enterprises (DPE), allowing him to focus exclusively on his Ministry of

Finance role just months before his retirement on July 31. Meanwhile,
Chawla inherits the dual burdens of the Culture Ministry and DPE, on
top of his new role in DIPAM. With service tenure until 2028, Chawla
seems to have a longer runway to navigate these responsibilities.

Both Pandey and Chawla are trusted hands within the corridors of

power in New Delhi. However, the timing and nature of this reshuffle
have fueled speculation. The Revenue Department, especially ahead
of the Union Budget, is an intense portfolio requiring constant atten-
tion. While some argue that Chawla’s additional workload—especially
with major events like Republic Day and Maha Kumbh—might have
influenced the decision, others point out that such factors were likely
considered when he was appointed Revenue Secretary just weeks ago.

Skeptics view the reshuffle as a reflection of the government’s prefer-
ence for experience, with Pandey’s familiarity with budgetary matters
giving him an edge. Even so, the abruptness of the move has left many
officials puzzled, though the government’s prerogative in such matters

leaves little room for debate.

Empowering citizens or policing narratives?

The Uttar Pradesh police’s initiative to enlist social media influ-
encers and students as “digital warriors” has sparked interest and
debate. The plan is ambitious: counter fake news, spread cybercrime
awareness and highlight police achievements. While this effort builds
on an earlier “digital volunteers” programme, its expanded scope rais-
es questions about its real intent.

Previously, the police relied on volunteers like teachers, lawyers,
and retired soldiers, connected via WhatsApp, to report crimes and
debunk rumours. Now, with the Maha Kumbh Mela 2025 underway,
they’re targeting tech-savvy students and influencers to operate across
platforms like Instagram and X (formerly Twitter). The strategy in-
cludes workshops, cyber-awareness training, and creating cyber clubs
in schools to foster critical thinking and digital literacy.

On the surface, this appears to be well-structured. It’s voluntary
and aims to empower youth to tackle online misinformation. Influ-

holding of the biannual Prava-
si Bharatiya Divas (PBD). The
flagship programme of the
Ministry of External Affairs
was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
the 9th of this month and was
also addressed by President
Draupadi Murmu in the vale-
dictory session. The session
was also addressed by the
President of Trinidad and To-
bago virtually. The event was

SPECTRUM  FARM DISTRESS
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Dhurjati Mukherjee

Te farmers’ problem
remains quite complex,
with the Delhi Chief
Minister, Arvind Kejriwal,
and other opposition leaders
alleging that the condition of
farmers was never as bad as it
is under the BJP regime.
Though many experts be-
lieve that the government
should announce something
in the coming budget, it ap-
pears that the situation may

It is against this backdrop
that the President of Singa-
pore, Tharman Shanmugrat-
nam, who arrived in India on
the 15th, is concluding his tour
with a visit to Odisha. During
his stay in the state, Shan-
mugratnam visited a vaccine
manufacturing unit of Bharat
Biotech and also the World
Skill Centre supported by Sin-
gapore’s Institute of Technical
Education Services and signed

non-preventable natural ca-
lamities across the country
till 2025-26 through the Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Bima Yoja-
na (PMFHY) and the Restruc-
tured Weather-Based Crop
Insurance Scheme. Added to
this, FIAT is expected to be
used for large-scale technolo-
gy infusion in the implemen-
tation of the schemes.

In spite of these positive de-
velopments, almost all states

hands with Japan to bring an
end to the British dominance
in the East. It was against
this backdrop that Singapore
became the base from which
efforts by the overseas Indians
to jettison British rule in In-
dia were envisaged. The swift
surrender of British forces in
February 1942 created a tem-
porary power vacuum that fa-
cilitated new actors to emerge
on the political stage. At that

dies in agriculture, it opened
up agriculture to world mar-
ket fluctuations, it curtailed
institutional credit to agricul-
ture, it wound up public ex-
tension services, it increased
the cost of fertilisers and
chemicals, and other inputs
marketed by MNCs, etc. Thus,
neoliberalism not only split
the class alliance and caused
a hiatus between the urban
middle class and the peas-

to India ahead of Indonesian
President’s visit as the Chief
Guest at the Republic Day
parade underscores India’s
commitment to Indo-Pacific
architecture and India’s ‘act
east’ policy.

The writeris a resource
person with the Institute
for Constitution and
Parliamentary Studies,
New Delhi.

Make agriculture remunerative

%3000 or 36000 annually due to
rising input costs and strong
inflationary pressures could
stabilise rural incomes and
support consumption growth,
which is increasingly being
driven by rural demand.
Renewed efforts are nec-
essary to make agriculture
remunerative by promoting
cash crops, setting up peas-
ant cooperatives, and agro-
based industries. This will

encers see it as a way to contribute positively to society. However, the not be easily resolved. How- are facing a shortage of sub-  antry but also actually pitted  help reduce distress in the
campaign coincides with the government’s New Digital Media Policy, ever, the New Year started sidised fertilisers like NPK  them against one another. rural economy. It cannot be
2024, which incentivises influencers to promote state achievements with some good news for the according to their require- Recently, another favour- denied that the prospects of
with rewards of up to ¥8 lakh a month while threatening legal action THE HEALTHY sector with the Centre coming  ments. It is understood that  able development is the fore-  agri-exports, as also the role
against “objectionable” or “anti-national” content. GROWTH OF THE out with a draft national pol-  the Union government has cast that the agricultural of agriculture, are helpingin

This overlap blurs the lines between combating fake news and con- icy framework on agriculture = gradually reduced the allot- sector may recover strongly  improving the conditions of
trolling the narrative. While training students to analyze and verify FARM SECTOR marketing suggesting states = ment of this fertiliser in the = with growth accelerating to  the rural mass, but the rul-
information is commendable, the risk of turning digital warriors into CAN BECOME A move towards a unified na- past few years as the Centre 3.8 percent in the current fis- ing dispensation has, over
unpaid propagandists is real. Programmes like this should prioritize REALITY IF THE tional market for agriculture = has been giving handsome cal year from 1.4 percent in  the years, not taken any sig-
public interest over public relations, ensuring they don’t become tools produce through a single li- subsidies to this particular the previous year, supported nificant step in transforming
to stifle dissent or overly glorify the state. GOVERNMENT censing/registration system fertiliser. As a farmer isre- by favourable monsoon and  agriculture.

Empowering citizens to fight misinformation is critical in today’s ENGAGES WITH and a single fee. quired to have 4 bags of fer-  improved rural demand. One There is a need to critically
digital age. But the balance between fostering genuine engagement The other significant news  tiliser to grow crops on each  cannot deny that a little more  examine the problem of farm
and serving political agendas is delicate. If the focus remains on pub- THE FARMERS is the extension of the crop in-  bigha, he/she would have attention canimprovethe con-  distress and trying to make ag-
lic empowerment and transparency, “digital warriors” could be a TO IMPROVE surance scheme by the govern-  to spend 35880 on NPK. The  ditions of the farming commu-  riculture remunerative.
transformative initiative. Otherwise, it risks being dismissed as yet ment by a year, enhancing its  expenditure would go up to  nity and bring a turnaround in The healthy growth of the
another PR exercise. THEIR LOT outlay for five years t0 369,515 %6960 for a bigha if he uses their earnings. sector can become a reality

Share a babu experience! Follow

dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect

WISDOM CORNER

“ It is better to be violent, if there is violence in our hearts,
than to put on the cloak of nonviolence to cover impotence.

MAHATMA GANDHI

crore while also approving the
%825 crore Find for Innovation
and Technology (FIAT).
Officials said that the en-
hanced allocation for crop
insurance will help take care
of risk coverage of crops from

any alternative to this fer-
tiliser, which may be a bur-
den on small farmers.
Delving into the past, it may
be said that neoliberalism cre-
ated a lot of problems for the
peasantry. It curtailed subsi-

But what is necessary at
this juncture is that the gov-
ernment must give more atten-
tion to the needs of small and
marginal farmers. The hiking
of the farmers’ dole that is be-
ing talked about by around

in the coming years, but only
if the government is serious
and engages with the farmers
to improve their lot. Urgent
intervention is critical.
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A budding star
| etters

TO THE EDITOR
Readers of Orissa Post
are most welcome to contribute letters

(100 words), articles and
columns (between 600-1000 [@'/
words). Contributors are

requested to send their contact # b
numbers and full postal -
address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and

suggestions, preferably by email, to:
edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Give peace a chance

Sir, Not only Israel and Hamas, but the world heaves a sigh of relief
as the two warring sides, locked in a deadly embrace for over a year,
prepare to step into a zone of cautious optimism if not total peace.
Only the wearer knows where the shoe pinches, goes an old adage. So,
while it is easy for the rest of the world to give the two sides sermons
on peace and its ramifications, only Israel and Hamas, who have borne
the brunt of real war, know when to sign on the dotted line that will
cease hostilities, even if for the time being. Near at home, the clash of
India and Pakistan on the cricket field can be a high voltage drama, as
war-like tension mounts on both sides. But Israel and Hamas have been
engaged in a bloody struggle that has claimed thousands of lives over
a fifteen month period. Therefore, it is nothing short of a miracle that
they have at least come to the table to give peace a chance. To settle for
even a fleeting form or version of peace would be a better bargain than
to continue with war, because, as Dwight D. Eisenhower said, “War
settles nothing”. Israel and Hamas are only a hair’s breadth away from
peace. The moot point is-- Will each cross the Rubicon?

Sir, As if hunger drives her to the top, the 12-year-
old tribal girl Sushila Meena from the remotest part
of the state of Rajasthan stole the heart of the mas-
ter blaster Sachin Tendulkar after she made him
wonder by her bowling action, which was in the
mould of the former cricketer Zaheer Khan. After
Sachin shared her bowling action on social media,
the accolades for Sushila started pouring in. Her
rhythm of running and the swing of her arm appear
to be a natural gift and talent in her needs to be
fine-tuned by extending her all the support by the
state financially and mentally to nurture this god-
send talent. She couldn’t even identify who Sachin
is, showing the amount of innocence and poverty
her family is facing needs all the encouragement.
There’s no doubt that this girl will become a heart-
throb of millions by her on-field brilliance.

“ Character is like a tree and reputation like a shadow. The
shadow is what we think of it; the tree is the real thing.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“ I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the
triumph over it. The brave man is not he who does not feel
afraid, but he who conquers that fear

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Il 1871: The German Empire was founded by Otto von Bismarck in the
aftermath of three successful wars by the state of Prussia.

B 1911: The first aircraft landing on a ship's flight deck was performed by
American pilot Eugene Ely on the battleship Pennsylvania in San Francisco Bay.

I 1943: To save on the costs of labour and equipment, the United States
banned the sale of presliced bread during World War Il.

NELSON MANDELA

AP Thiruvadi, CHENNAI

Avinash Godboley, DEWAS (MP)
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‘Emergency’ not screened in Punjab

The SGPC, an apex gurdwara body, and several Sikh
organisations held demonstrations against the movie outside
cinemas, multiplexes and malls across the state

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Jan 17: Kangana
Ranaut’s “Emergency” was not
screened at cinemas in Punjab
Friday following state-wide
protests by the Shiromani Gurd-
wara Parbandhak Committee
and Sikh organisations against
the movie with many politicians
calling for a ban, which the actor
termed as “harassment”.

The SGPC, an apex gurdwara
body, and several Sikh organ-
isations held demonstrations
against the movie outside cin-
emas, multiplexes and malls
across the state.

Ranaut, who has directed,
written and produced the polit-
ical drama, decried the demand
for a ban on “Emergency”
and said the film’s restricted
screenings in parts of Punjab
is a “complete harassment of
art and the artist”.

The film, which sees Ranaut
playing the role of former
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
focuses on 21 months of Emer-
gency from 1975 to 1977. The
movie, in controversy over its
censor certificate and allega-
tions that it misrepresents the
Sikh community, was released
across the country Friday after
several delays.

Most cinemas in Ludhiana,
Amritsar, Patiala, Jalandhar,
Hoshiarpur and Bathinda did
not screen the movie. Police
force was deployed outside
the malls and cinemas in
the state.

In Amritsar, for instance,
protesters including women
were seen carrying black flags
and placards saying “Emer-
gency should be banned” and
“Boycott Emergency movie”.

“We spoke with the central
government and the Punjab
government to stop the release
of the movie but no action was
taken,” SGPC’s Partap Singh
told PTI, adding that they had
gathered to stop the release be-
cause the film had been made
to disturb the peace of Punjab.

m

This is complete
harassment of art and the
artist, from Punjab
many cities are reporting
that these people are not
allowing Emergency
to be screened

KANGANA RANAUT | MP,
HIMACHAL PRADESH

“Sikh characters are por-
trayed objectionably,” he add-
ed.

“Ranaut is an MP from the
BJP, and the responsibility of
an MP is significant. He or she
should work to bring everyone
in society together, but instead,
she is creating divisions,” said
SGPC chief secretary, Kulwant
Singh Mannan.

Mannan said Sikh charac-
ters have been portrayed in a
“wrong way” in the film.

He said it is unfortunate that
the Punjab government has not
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taken any step to stop the film
till now.

SGPC member Bhagwant
Singh Sialka said no “an-
ti-Sikh” act will be tolerated
and said it is a responsibility
of the governments to respect
the interests and sentiments of
every religion. Similar scenes
played out in Mohali.

Members of a Sikh organi-
sation in Jalandhar said they
will not allow “Emergency”
to be screened anywhere in
Punjab.

Taking note of the protests
against the movie, senior Con-
gress leader and former depu-
ty chief minister Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa has also
sought a ban on the movie.

Ranaut, a BJP MP from
Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi,
reacted to the calls for ban on
“Emergency” in a post on X.

“This is complete harass-
ment of art and the artist,
from Punjab many cities are
reporting that these people are
not allowing Emergency to be
screened.”

12K ‘LAKHPATI DIDIS’

EMPOWERED IN J&K
g

Omar hopes number
will grow significantly

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Jan 17: Jammu and
Kashmir, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah Thursday expressed
satisfaction over the empow-
erment of more than 12,000
‘Lakhpati Didis’ in the Union
territory and expressed hope
that this number would grow
significantly.

He emphasised that finan-
cial independence for women
not only strengthens individ-
uals but also uplifts society as
a whole.

A ‘Lakhpati Didi’ is a mem-
ber of a Self-Help Group (SHG)
who earns an annual house-
hold income exceeding Rs
1,00,000.

Addressing a ‘Lakhpati Di-
di Sammelan’ here, Abdullah
reaffirmed his government’s
commitment to the Umeed
Programme, pledging to take
all necessary steps, allocate

Cross-country cycle expedition flagged off from Kashmir

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, Jan 17: A 4,000km cy-
cle expedition from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari began from here
Thursday to promote a pollu-

tion-free India.

required funds, and simplify
procedures to ensure its con-
tinued growth and success.
“As I stand here today, my
heart is filled with pride. I
want to assure all of you — our
daughters, sisters, and moth-
ers — that the government is
fully committed to supporting
this programme. We will take
every necessary step to ensure
its continued growth, provide
the required funds, and sim-
plify procedures to empower
more women,” he said.
Highlighting the pro-
gramme’s impact, the chief
minister expressed satisfac-
tion that over 12,000 ‘Lakhpa-
ti Didis’ have been empowered

under the initiative.

“This programme (Umeed
Programme), which began
during my first tenure as
chief minister of Jammu and
Kashmir, has exceeded ex-
pectations. Who would have
thought that this initiative
would lead to the emergence
of ‘Lakhpati Didis’ in Jammu
and Kashmir?

“And yet, here we are, wit-
nessing incredible stories of
success, perseverance, and
achievement,” Abdullah said.

Abdullah highlighted the
program’s evolution, noting
that many women have not
only achieved self-reliance but
are also creating job opportu-
nities for others. “You are no
longer just beneficiaries of
this programme, you are its
leaders and torchbearers,” he
remarked.

Acknowledging the poten-
tial of the Umeed Programme
to serve as a national model,
he urged the replication of
its success stories in other
states.
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THE FILM, WHICH SEES
RANAUT PLAYING THE ROLE
OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER
INDIRA GANDHI, FOCUSES ON
21 MONTHS OF EMERGENCY
FROM 1975 TO 1977

THE MOVIE, IN
CONTROVERSY OVER ITS
CENSOR CERTIFICATE AND
ALLEGATIONS THAT IT
MISREPRESENTS THE SIKH
COMMUNITY, WAS RELEASED
ACROSS THE COUNTRY
FRIDAY AFTER SEVERAL
DELAYS

“I have utmost respect for
all religions and after study-
ing and growing up in Chandi-
garh, I have closely observed
and followed Sikh religion.
This is a complete lie and pro-
paganda to tarnish my image
and harm my film #Emergen-
cy,” she said.

The 38-year-old actor-direc-
tor was reacting to a post by
Congress MLA Sukhpal Singh
Khaira, who supported the call
for a ban her film.

ARREST WARRANTS

AGAINST 25 FARMERS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ferozepur (Punjab), Jan 17:
The Bharti Kisan Union (Kran-
tikari) Thursday slammed the
Punjab government for the ar-
rest warrants issued against 25
farmers and insertion of an
attempt to murder charge in
the FIR in connection with the
2022 prime minister security
breach matter in the state.

Leaders of the farmers’ body
said they came to know about
the insertion of Section 307
(attempt to murder charge) of
the Indian Penal Code in the
FIR after the bail plea of one of
the protesting farmers was re-
jected by a court in Ferozepur.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s convoy was stranded
on a flyover January 5, 2022
due to a blockade by protest-
ers in Punajb’s Ferozepur af-
ter which he returned from
the state without attending
any event, including a rally.

Later, the Supreme Court
appointed a five-member com-
mittee, headed by former apex
court judge Indu Malhotra to
probe the security breach in-
cident.

Police had then lodged an
FIR in the matter. Initially,
police had registered an FIR
against 150 unidentified peo-
ple at Kulgarhi police station
under Section 283 (danger or
obstruction in public way) of
the IPC.

Farmers said following a
probe by a three-member Spe-
cial Investigation Team (SIT),
additional charges -- Sections
307 (attempt to murder), 353
(assault on a public servant),
186 (obstruction of duty),
149 (unlawful assembly), 341
(wrongful restraint) and Sec-
tion 8-B of the National High-
way Act -- were inserted in the
FIR by the police.

Police have pressed these
charges against 25 farmers
by name. Bharti Kisan Union
(Krantikari) president Baldev
Singh Zira said the bail plea of
one of the protesters Kanwaljit
Singh was rejected by Sessions
Court Tuesday.

“The state government is

Govt doctors to go on strike agam

Around 2,500 doctors of the
Punjab Civil Medical Services
(PCMS) are set to resume their
agitation from January 20

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hoshiarpur (Punjab), Jan
17: The Punjab Civil Medical
Services Association Thursday
announced the resumption of its
suspension of services starting
January 20 over not fulfilling
their long pending demands by
the state government.

According to an official state-
ment released by PCMSA, they
were dissatisfied with the lack of
progress on written, time-bound
assurances given by the Punjab
government.

Around 2,500 doctors of the
Punjab Civil Medical Services
(PCMS) are set to resume their
agitation from January 20, said
PCMS president Akhil Sarin.
The PCMS Association (PCMSA)
aims to push the government to
fulfil its commitments to im-
prove working conditions and
resolve long-pending issues, in-
cluding better security arrange-
ments and recruitments.

In a statement, Sarin revealed
that detailed proposals, prepared
by the Health department to
address issues such as high
attrition, low retention and re-

cling is a good initiative. We want
to send a message to the country
that if the pollution continues to
spread, then the country and the
world cannot be saved. We went to
Dal Lake, which was considered
clean and beautiful once. It still is

cruitment challenges, have been
submitted to the Finance depart-
ment. These proposals focus on
key concerns including inade-
quate security arrangements,
stalled career progressions and
increased workload due to a
shortage of doctors. However,
despite repeated efforts, no no-
tification has been issued so far.

While appreciating the Health
department’s efforts to recruit
304 medical officers and revise
the postgraduate policy to at-
tract young doctors to the PCMS
cadre, the PCMSA expressed its
disappointment over the lack of
progress on core demands.

It has urged the government
to promptly issue notifications
addressing the reinstatement
of dynamic assured career pro-
gression (DACP) and improving
security measures for doctors,
said Sarin. PCMSA announced
plans to unveil the detailed agi-
tation programme at a state level
press conference scheduled to be
held in Moga January 19, he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was scheduled to lay the
foundation stones of development
projects January 5, 2022, worth
over Rs 42,750 crore, including the
Delhi-Amritsar-Katra
expressway and a PGIMER
satellite centre

When his convoy reached
close to the Piareana village on

the Ferozepur-Moga road, around
30 km from the National Martyrs
Memorial in Hussainiwala,
some protestors blocked the
road following which the cavalcade
was halted for almost
15-20 minutes

The PM had returned without
dedicating developmental
projects and addressing
arally

apparently working under
the pressure of the Union
government. It has been three
years since the incident. The
farmers were actually going
towards the district admin-
istrative complex to hold a
protest, however, the police
blocked their way near the
bridge,” he claimed.

Zira claimed the farmers
had no idea that the prime
minister was coming via the
same road.

“Since the farmers were
not allowed to move forward,
they squatted there, and start-
ed a protest near the bridge”,
Zira said, adding the prime

minister’s cavalcade was at
a distance of around one km
from the protesting site during
which no protesters went
there.”

“The police had earlier
booked unidentified people un-
der section 283 of IPC, but later
due to some kind of pressure,
they added serious sections
like 307 of IPC in that FIR,”
he said.

The Bharti Kisan Union
(Krantikari) president said,
“Police booked 25 people, in-
cluding me, by name. But no
information was shared with
us, neither did we receive any
notices or summons.”

“Now, the court is issuing
non-bailable warrants for
non-appearance. This is just
a conspiracy to demoralise
and weaken ‘Kissan Morcha
2.0’. But we will not let that
happen,” Zira added.

Farmer leader Surjit Singh
Phul, who is part of the on-
going protest at Shambhu
and Khanauri border points,
strongly condemned the Pun-
jab Police for pressing the
attempt to murder charge
against farmers.

"Arrest warrants have been
issued against 25 farmers. The
Punjab government is working
under pressure from the Cen-
tre," he said.

to unavoidable circumstances.

OIPR-25151/11/0018/2425

. GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
. OFFIGE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
= RURAL WORKS DIVISION, KUCHINDA

E-mail- eerw_kuchinda@yahoo.com
“e” Procurement Notice
Cancellation of Bid Identification No.Online Tender/9/
RWD/ Kuchinda/2024-25
No.0-1181:The tender for the work, invited vide this office online Tender
Bid Identification no.9/RWD/Kuchinda/2024-25 is hereby cancelled due

Sd./- Addl. Chief Engineer (I/C)
Rural Works Division,Kuchinda

from 11.00 A M. onwards.

phulbani.

QIPR-36026/11/0005/2425

DISTRICT EXCISE OFFICE, KANDHAMAL,
PHULBANI

[e-mail id : super-phulbani@gqov.in]
No. 46/Ex. Dt. 15.01.2025

NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR
SETTLEMENT OF IMFL “OFF” SHOP OF

KHANDHAMAL DISTRICT
No.F-119 : Applications are invited for the settlement of 01
(One) number of IMFL OFF Shop (viz :
OFF Shop) of Kandhamal District by way of lottery for the
remaining period of 2024-25.

The persons intrested to participate may apply online in
‘Form-B’ through the portal “htip://stateexcise.odisha.gov.
in” from 15.01.2025 to 28.01.2025 (5.00 P.M.). Lottery will
be held on 30.01.2025 at Collectorate, Kandhamal, Phulbani

The details of the shop to be settled and the terms
and conditions applicable thereof are available on the
said website and the notice boards of the District Excise
Office, kandhamal, Phulbani and Collectorate, Kandhamal,

Kelapada IMFL

Sd./- Collector, Kandhamal
Phuibani

No. 03/OPRB

ODISHA POLICE RECRUITMENT BOARD,

BHUBANESWAR

(https:/lodishapolice.gov.in), E-mail : oprb@odisha.gov.in

NOTICE

Sub : Detailed Advertisement for the post of 8.1. of Police and equivalent rank

Date. : 17.01.2025

(CPSE-2024)
No.D-235 : In continuation to Indicative Advertisement No. 01/OPRB, dtd. 20.12.2024, it is for the
information of all concerned that the Detailed Advertisement for the post of S 1. of Police and equivalent
rank will be published in Odisha Police Website on 18.01.2025. Interested eligible candidates may
go through the Detailed Advertisement to know the eligibility criteria, age, vacancy position efc. by
accessing the website and apply online as per the following programme.

Start Date & Time
20.01.2025 10.02.2025
(10AM.) (10 P.M.)
Online mode only through the link given in Odisha Police website
www.odishapolice.gov.in. No physical copy / hard copy of the online
application form needs to be submitted by the applicant.

Sd./- Chairman
QOdisha Police Recruitment Board,
Bhubaneswar

beautiful, but not clean. We have
to spread that awareness,” he said.

Speaking to reporters, DIG Pan-
de said he became a part of the ral-
ly to motivate the public.

“When I heard about two senior
citizens participating in the cycle
expedition, I thought it is prudent
to encourage them to spread this
message across the country. We
are here to motivate and encourage
the citizens to take this initiative,”
the officer said. He emphasised the
importance of fitness in combating
various issues afflicting the youth.

The expedition with several
participants from Maharashtra,
including two sexagenarians, was
flagged off by the Deputy Inspector
General, Central Kashmir Range,
Rajiv Pande from the iconic Lal
Chowk here. The cycle rally will
travel across the country to Kanya-
kumari, covering a distance of
4,048 km. One of the cyclists, Satish
Jadhav, 67, said he wants every
citizen of the country to raise the
banner of a pollution-free Bharat.

He also appealed to the younger
generation to take to cycling for

Event End Date & Time
Online registration and
submission of applications

Mode of Application

good health. “I plan to ride my cy-
cle for 100 years, and today, I be-
gin this journey to Kanyakumari.
I encourage everyone to take an
interest in nature,” he said. An-

other cyclist, Bhanusali, 64, said
the aim behind the expedition is
to save the earth.

“For that, we have to make it
pollution-free, and for that cy-

OIPR-12179/11/0002/2425




SC RAPS MCD OVER 3K TONE
UNTREATED SOLID WASTE DAILY

This is blatant in the national capital, the Supreme
Court Friday said as it came down heavily on the
MCD over 3,000 tonne of solid waste remaining
untreated everyday. A bench of Justices Abhay

S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan referred to a Municipal
Corporation of Delhi’s (MCD) affidavit which said
the untreated solid waste in the national capital

“ | extend my heartfelt
gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
his unwavering support to the
steel plant, which I assure will
contribute to the PM’s vision
of nation-building as part of
Viksit Bharat-Viksit Andhra
(developed India and Andhra
Pradesh)

@ orissa
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Gy

We are
asking him
a straight

question. Didn't
you (Naidu)
know that the
state was under Wil
%10 lakh crore debt while giving
Super Six promises during
polls? Didn't you know that
Super Six requires 32 lakh crore
per year?

Y S SHARMILA | ANDHRA

CONGRESS COMMITTEE PRESIDENT

The Election
‘ Commission

should take
cognizance of the
appointment of
pro-BJP govern-
ment officials
in Milkipur and ensure the
healthy tradition of its impartial
functioning by conducting the
election under strict monitoring

AKHILESH YADAV |
SP PRESIDENT

India Mete-
‘ orological
Department,

established in
1875, has com-
pleted 150 years N
today ...itisa ¥ a
matter of satisfaction that our
weather forecast and disaster
preparedness capabilities are
comparable or better than

any other country as we are
sharing information with other
countries also

JITENDER SINGH I UNION MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

‘@ Revanth Reddy
in Singapore

Hyderabad: A delegation led
by Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy began its two-
nation tour with Singapore

as the first destination
seeking investments and
various ties up in the state.
Revanth Reddy in a post

on X said he met Vivian
Balakrishnan, Foreign Affairs
Minister of Singapore and
converged on forging a broad,
long-term partnerships
covering infrastructure
building, energy, sustainable
initiatives in green energy,
water management, river
rejuvenation, tourism,
education and skill building,
and IT parks, among others.

™ Three found dead in
different parts of Noida

Noida (UP): The bodies of
three people, including a
19-year-old girl, were found
in different areas of Noida,
police said Friday. In the
first case, a woman's body
was found in a burnt state
near the Dabra roundabout
of Ajaibpur Thursday, said
Arvind Kumar, Inspector-in-
charge of Dadri Police Station.
The woman is 19 years old,
and the cause of her death
and her identity are being
investigated. Kumar added
that the body has been sent
for post-mortem, and three
police teams have been
formed for the investigation.

I GRAP 3 curbs
revoked in Delhi

New Delhi: The Centre's
panel on Delhi-NCR's air quality
Friday revoked curbs under stage
3 of the GRAP amid a dip in
pollution due to favourable
meteorological conditions,
according to an official order.
Calm winds, low temperatures
and foggy conditions had allowed
accumulation of pollutants in
the region earlier this week,
promoting the Commission to
implement strictest curbs.

[ 5 killed as vehicle
falls into gorge

Gangtok: Five people were
killed after a car skidded

off the road and fell into a
gorge in Sikkim's Gyalshing
district, police said Friday.
The car with five people on
board rolled down the hill at
Ratomatey Cliff and crashed
into the gorge 500 feet below
Thursday night. Locals
informed the police in the
morning and all five bodies
were recovered.

CRACKDOWN ON FRAUD COMMUNICATIONS

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU I AP CM

would be cleared by December, 2027
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DoT launches Sanchar Saathi mobile app

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: The
telecom department Friday
launched the Sanchar Saathi
mobile app to make it easier
to report any suspected fraud
communications by allowing
the public to flag such inci-
dents directly from their mobile
phone call logs.

Announcing this, telecom
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
also launched two other ini-
tiatives of the DoT -- Vision for
National Broadband Mission
2.0 and Intra circle roaming at
'Digital Bharat Nidhi' funded 4G
mobile sites. The DoT's Sanchar
Saathi portal, launched in 2023,
has been an effective mecha-
nism in the crackdown against
fraud calls, and the new app will
double down on these efforts by

ensuring a secure environment
for subscribers.

Unveiling the initiatives,
Scindia said the Sanchar Saathi
initiative provides "a safe and
secure environment where
privacy and security of each
customer are safeguarded".
The new app - available for An-
droid and iOS platforms - allows
users to report suspected calls
and SMS directly from phone
logs. Users will also be able to
identify and manage all mobile
connections issued in their
name, so there is no unautho-
rised usage.

Other features include block-
ing, tracing and recovery of lost
or stolen mobile handsets, as
well as the ability to verify the
authenticity of mobile handsets,
thus ensuring that users buy
genuine devices. "With over 90

SAIF ATTACK CASE
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 17: The intruder
who stabbed Hindi film indus-
rty actor Saif Ali Khan at his
home in Mumbai still remains
at large despite more than 30
teams on the lookout for him
Friday, while a Maharashtra
minister ruled out underworld
link to the brutal attack.

The attacker was not work-
ing for any criminal gang and
probably was not even aware
whose house he had entered
in, said police, citing their in-
vestigation carried out so far.

Police picked up a carpenter
in connection with the attack
on Khan (54) at his apartment
in the wee hours of Thursday as
he resembled the intruder, and
brought him to the Bandra po-
lice station for questioning on
Friday morning, but released
him later. A senior police offi-
cial clarified the man was not
related to the attack on Khan
and no one has been arrested
so far. “The person detained in
the morning has been released.
He was picked up as he looked
like the intruder captured in
the CCTV footage. But he had
an alibi which was verified by
the police. Based on that, the
detained person has been re-
leased. Our probe is still on. We
are looking at all angles,” said
the senior official. “This seems
to be a stray incident. The al-

SC asks UP, Har

leged intruder was not working
for any gang as per prima facie
investigation. He probably was
not even aware whose house he
had entered in,” he added. He
said more than 30 teams have
been formed to track down and
nab the attacker, who stabbed
Khan in his 12th floor apart-
ment during a robbery attempt.

The attacker’s face was cap-
tured in CCTV footage. The vid-
eo showed the assailant, wearing
ared scarf and carrying a back-
pack, scurrying down the stairs
from the sixth floor of the ‘Sat-
guru Sharan’ building, where
Khan lives, at around 2.30 am.
Maharashtra Minister of State
for Home (Urban) Yogesh Kad-
am said robbery was the motive
behind the incident and clarified
no underworld gang was in-
volved in the knife attack.

The filmstar is recovering
well at Lilavati Hospital, where
he was taken after the brutal at-
tack by an intruder in the ear-
ly hours of Thursday that left
him with multiple wounds, and
is expected to be discharged in
two to three days, doctors treat-
ing him said.

The actor, who suffered
multiple stab injuries, includ-
ing in his neck, underwent an
emergency surgery at Lilavati
Hospital, where he was rushed
in an autorickshaw. “We are
observing his progress and he
is doing excellently well accord-

The apex court had earlier directed the NCR states
to consider complete ban on firecrackers use
throughout the year and place on record before it
their decisions in this regard, saying imposing ban
on firecrackers is required not only to curb air
pollution but also noise pollution

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: Terming
the rising air pollution a “dras-
tic” problem, the Supreme
Court Friday said the mea-
sures that are needed to deal
with it should also be “drastic”
and asked the Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana governments to
impose a complete ban on fire-
crackers in their areas falling
under the National Capital

_ | Region.

A bench of Justices A S Oka
and Ujjal Bhuyan took note of
the fact that like in Delhi, the
Rajasthan government has also
imposed a perpetual and com-
plete ban on the sale and burst-
ing of firecrackers in the NCR
areas of the state and asked
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana to
follow suit.

The bench said till the time
these two states pass the or-
ders, its earlier direction ban-
ning firecrackers would be

Minister rules out

he attacker’s face was

clearly captured in CCTV
footage which surfaced
Thursday

he video showed the

assailant, wearing a red
scarf and carrying a backpack,
scurrying down the stairs from
the sixth floor of the ‘Satguru
Sharan’ building, where Khan
lives, at around 2.30 am

ing to our expectations. As per
his progress, we have advised
him bed rest and if he is com-
fortable, then in two to three
days we will discharge him,”
said Dr Nitin Dange, neurosur-
geon at Lilavati Hospital.

He said a team of doctors
checked on him and made him
walk. “Khan had four main
wounds, which were a little
deep, two in the hand, one on
the neck and the most deep and
dangerous was in the spine,”
said the neurosurgeon, who led
the team of doctors who operat-
ed on the actor.

During surgery, the doctors
removed a 2.5-inch knife frag-
ment lodged in his spine. They
noted that if the knife had gone
just 2 mm deeper, it could have
caused a severe injury.

“So, we operated and re-
moved it. But from there, the
spinal fluid was leaking. Due
to that repair, we are keeping
him under observation. Today
he is doing excellent. Wounds
are healing and he has no neu-
rological deficit,” Dr Dange
informed.

His health parameters have
improved and he has been shift-
ed from the ICU to a special
room, he said.

Doctors have removed the
sharp object and done repair-
ing of the spinal injury, he ex-
plained. An image of the sharp
object, a knife blade, went viral
on social media.

crore smartphone users in the
country, the Sanchar Saathi
Mobile app aims to ensure that
every individual has access to
these vital services with just a
few taps on their smartphone,"
an official release said.

The second initiative -- Na-
tional Broadband Mission
(NBM) 2.0 -- aims to position
India strongly in the new era of
digital transformation through
high-speed broadband and
meaningful connectivity for
all. Building on the success
of NBM 1.0 (2019-2024), the
new chapter (NBM 2.0) seeks
to extend operational optical
fibre cable (OFC) connectivi-
ty to 2.70 lakh villages by 2030
with 95 per cent uptime from
about 50,000 as of now, im-
proved fixed broadband down-
load speeds; and provision of

broadband connectivity to 90
per cent of anchor institutions
(say schools and Panchayat of-
fices) by 2030.

Other goals include having
the Right of Way application
average disposal time to 30
days by 2030 (60 days now), bol-
stering rural internet subscrib-
ers per 100 population to 60 by
2030 (from 45 now), and a target
of powering 30 per cent of mo-
bile towers with sustainable
energy by 2030. It also entails
leveraging power sector assets
like Optical Ground Wire (OP-
GW) for enhanced broadband
connectivity and improving
broadband network reliabili-
ty, survivability and resilien-
cy during disasters, wars, and
other emergencies in far-flung,
remote and hilly regions of the
country.

Victim’s parents claim
investigation half-done

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Jan 17: A day be-
fore a court in Kolkata is set
to deliver its verdict in the
RG Kar hospital rape-murder
case, the parents of the vic-
tim doctor alleged that the
investigation is half-done as
others involved in the crime
are roaming free.

Her parents said they will

continue to fight until justice
is delivered to their daughter
whose body was found in the
seminar room of the state-run
hospital August 9 last year,
sparking nationwide outrage
and prolonged protests.

Sanjay Roy, who was a civic
volunteer with the Kolkata Po-
lice, was charged with commit-
ting the crime and was arrested
August 10.

Additional district and ses-
sions judge of Sealdah court,
where the trial of the case con-
cluded January 9, is scheduled
to pass its judgement Satur-
day. “Sanjay (Roy) is guilty,
and tomorrow's verdict will be
against him. But what about
other criminals who are still
not caught? I can see them
roaming freely. I have seen
them loitering in the hospital.
So, the investigation is half-do-
ne,” she told PTI. The mother
also stated that biological ev-

R@ AR MURDER

that the junior doctor
was killed because
she came to know of
some secrets that the
authorities wanted to
remain hidden

idence proved Roy guilty, but
she believed that the admin-
istration has been shielding
several others involved in the
crime.

“All the evidence were ei-
ther lost or erased. A large
number of people were present
when (the then) Police Com-
missioner Vineet Goel visited
the crime scene. It was looking
like a fish market. Those seen
at the crime scene must be
punished,” she said. Purported
photographs showing presence
of a large number of people in
the seminar room after the
body was found had gone viral.

Jallikattu events leave
1 dead in Tamil Nadu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Jan 17: Seven
persons, mostly spectators
and a bull owner, died in the
jallikattu and manjuvirattu
events held across Tamil Nadu
on Kaanum Pongal day, police
said Friday.

Two bulls too died in sepa-
rate incidents. While one bull
died during the event in Puduk-
kottai, a bull owner and his bull
died at Siravayal manjuvirattu
in Sivaganga, the police said.

At the manjuvirattu in Sir-
avayal in Sivaganga district,
Thaneesh Raja of Naduvikot-
tai Keela Aavandhipatti vil-
lage, who brought his bull
to take part in the event died
along with his bull after the
animal fell into a farm well at
Kambanur while running away
from the arena.

Both Raja and his bull
drowned when he jumped into
the well to get hold of the an-
imal. About 130 people were
injured in the manjuvirattu in
which 150 baiters and 250 bulls
participated. A spectator Sub-
baiah of Devakottai was gored
by a bull and he died on the way
to hospital. A 55-year-old specta-
tor P Periyasamy of Mettupatti
village near Vadipatti, was gored
in the neck by a raging bull in
Alanganallur in Madurai where
atleast 70 people, mostly specta-
tors sustained injuries, police
said. Periyasamy was declared
brought dead at the Rajaji Gov-
ernment Hospital, Madurai.

Two spectators were gored to
death and 148 persons including
bull owners, and tamers were in-
jured in four separate jallikattu
events in Tiruchirappalli,
Karur, and Pudukottai districts.
A 60-year-old spectator, Kulan-
thaivelu, from Samuthram near
Kuzhumani in Karur district,
was gored to death at the jal-
likattu events in RT Malai Police
said a 70-year-old spectator iden-
tified as C Perumal of Odugam-
patti near Keeranur was gored
to death in the Mahadeva Patti
jallikattu in Pudukottai district
where 607 bulls and 300 tamers
participated. Ten persons in-
cluding tamers and spectators
were injured. About 19 persons
were injured in the Vanniyan
Viduthi jallikattu in Pudukot-
tai district.

A 30-year-old man died in
an 'eruthu vidum vizha' event,
a kind of bull race conducted
at Basthalapalli in Krishnagi-
ri district, while a 45-year-old
man died after being attacked
by a bull in the Sentharapatti
in Salem district, police said.

People take boat rides, during the Maha Kumbh Mela 2025 at Sangam in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh
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ana to impose ban on firecrackers

extended till the next date of
hearing in the matter, which
is March 24.

“The environmental prob-
lems are drastic ones and so
drastic measures are needed,”
the bench said, adding that the
court has to act and pass harsh-
er orders as the other arms of

the government are not both-
ered. The bench said it will also
hear the pleas against the ban
of firms involved in the manu-
facture and sale of firecrackers
on the next date.

When a lawyer requested the
court to lift the complete ban as
it also pertains to the manufac-

turers' fundamental rights, the
bench said the environmental
problems come ahead of their
issues. The lawyer then re-
quested the court to at least
allow green crackers. “We have
to examine how green are green
crackers,” the bench said.

It also asked the Centre to
respond to the pleas of the fire-
cracker-manufacturing firms.
Earlier also, the court had
directed the Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana governments to
impose a complete ban on fire-
crackers until further orders.
The bench had noted that the
Delhi government had en-
forced a complete ban on the
manufacture, storage and sale,
including delivery, of firecrack-
ers through online marketing
round the year with immedi-
ate effect. “We are of the view
that this ban will be effective

only when other states forming
part of the NCR impose similar
measures. Even the state of Ra-
jasthan has imposed a similar
ban in that part of the state of
Rajasthan which falls in the
NCR. For the time being, we di-
rect the states of Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana to impose a sim-
ilar ban, which is imposed by
the state of Delhi,” the bench
had said.

Expressing serious concerns
over the high pollution levels
in Delhi during Diwali, the
apex court previously took ex-
ception to the violation of court
orders and said its directives
on the firecracker ban were
“hardly implemented”. The
court was hearing a plea filed
by M C Mehta in 1985 seeking
directions to curb air pollution
in the national capital and ad-
joining areas.
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tral farm laws, (AAP supremo and
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VINESH PHOGAT | WRESTLER-TURNED POLITICIAN

If we look at
the Congress
or other

parties, first it will

be analysed whose

‘blessing' they

have or to which

‘family' they belong before some-
one can reach the top position

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA |
ASSAM CHIEF MINISTER

The law
‘ and order
of the state

has completely
collapsed and
unemployment
and inflation are at
their peak

BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA | FORMER HARYANA CM
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Cash Freebies

H Promised in Delhi
*%' + . Elections
- "‘E . e AAP : 2100 Per
o Month
o * BJP : 2500 Per
) Month

« Congress : 2500 Per Month
Women in Delhi Can Get 30,000
Free Every Year If Any of These
Parties Win Elections
What a Sad State of Affairs For
Taxpayers
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SHORT TAKES

" SC denies bail
to Abubacker

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Friday refused to grant bail

on medical grounds to former
chairman of the outlawed
Popular Front of India (PFI) E
Abubacker in a case registered
against him under anti-terror
law UAPA. Abubacker, who
was arrested by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
during a massive crackdown
on the organisation in 2022,
had approached the high court
after the trial court rejected
his bail application. A bench

of Justices MM Sundresh and
Rajesh Bindal said it was not
inclined to release Abubacker
at this stage after looking at
the medical report.

I Robbers loot
Mangaluru bank

Mangaluru: A gang of armed
robbers looted valuables
estimated between %10 and
12 crore from the Sahakari
Sangh Bank in Kotekar,
Mangaluru, Friday, police
said. This comes close on
the heels of two unidentified
armed robbers on a bike
shooting dead two security
guards and fleeing with

Rs 93 lakh in cash meant

for filling an ATM in Bidar,
the northernmost district
headquarters of the state,
Thursday.

¥ India welcomes
US decision

New Delhi: India Friday
welcomed the US lifting
restrictions on three Indian
nuclear entities and said

the move will open up new
avenues for collaboration in
the civil-nuclear field. The
US Wednesday removed
restrictions on Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre
(BARC), Indira Gandhi Atomic
Research Centre (IGCAR) and
the Indian Rare Earths (IRE).
The decision came over a
week after NSA Jake Sullivan
announced that Washington
was finalising steps to
"remove" hurdles for civil
nuclear partnership between

Indian and American firms. —

Russian m

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: India
Friday said 12 Indian nationals
have been killed while serving
with the Russian military and
another 16 listed by Russia as
missing.

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said a total of 126 Indi-
ans were serving with the Rus-
sian military and 96 of them
have so far been discharged.

“Twelve Indian na-
tionals have died in the
(Russia-Ukraine) conflict, who
were serving in the Russian
Army,” Jaiswal said, respond-
ing to a question at his weekly
media briefing.

“Out of the 126 known cases of
Indian nationals serving in the
Russian armed forces, 96 indi-
viduals have already returned.
They have been discharged
from the Russian armed forc-
es,” he said. Of the remaining 18
Indian nationals in the Russian
armed forces, the whereabouts
of 16 individuals are currently
not known, he added.

“The Russian side has catego-
rised them as missing,” Jaiswal
said. The MEA is in touch with
the families of all the 16 Indians
categorised as missing by Rus-
sian authorities.

“We remain engaged with
the Russian authorities to as-
certain the whereabouts of the
missing Indian nationals and
for an early release and repa-
triation of those who remain,”
he said. This week, the MEA
confirmed the death of an Indi-
an from Kerala.

The death of Binil TB, who
hailed from Thrissur, was first

MUDA scam:

Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said
a total of 126 Indians
were serving with the
Russian military and
96 of them have so far
been discharged

made public Monday by one of
his relatives. Jaiswal described
Binil’s death as “unfortunate”.

The Indian embassy in Mos-
cow is in touch with Russian
authorities for bringing his
body back, he said, adding that
another resident of Kerala, who
was injured, is currently being
treated in a Moscow hospital.

“The embassy is in touch
with him and Russian author-
ities for his well-being, and we
are hopeful that he will return
after his treatment,” Jaiswal
said. Officials had confirmed
the deaths of nine Indians till
last year and Binil is believed
to be the 10th casualty.

ED attaches

assets worth 300 crore

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: The
Enforcement Directorate Fri-
day said it has attached more
than 140 units of immovable
assets worth about

%300 crore in a MU-
DA-linked money
laundering case
involving Karna-
taka Chief Minis-

ter Siddaramaiah
and others.

The attachment is
part of a money laun-
dering probe into alleged
irregularities in land allotment
by Mysuru Urban Develop-
ment Authority (MUDA). The
attached properties are regis-
tered in the name of various
individuals who are working
as real-estate businessmen and
agents, the federal agency said
in a statement.

“It is alleged that Siddara-

maiah (a Congress leader)
used his political influence to
get compensation for 14 sites in
the name of his wife Smt. BM
Parvathi in lieu of 3 acres 16
guntas of land acquired by MU-
DA.” “The land was original-
ly acquired by MUDA for
33,24,700. The compen-
sation in the form of 14
sites at posh locality is
worth %56 crore,” the
agency said. The Chief
Minister, who has been
questioned by the Kar-
nataka Lokayukta in this
case, has repeatedly denied
any wrongdoing by him or his
family, saying the Opposition
was "scared" of him and that
these were politically motivat-
ed charges. The role of ex-MU-
DA commissioner D B Natesh
has emerged as "instrumental"
in the illegal allotment of com-
pensation sites to Parvathi, the
agency said.

(o

The people of

the BJP-RSS have
launched a cam-
paign to tamper
with the freedom
struggle and its
historical facts

ASHOK GEHLOT | EX RAJASTHAN CM

Following Binil’s death,
India pressed Russia to release
all the Indians recruited by
its military. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had strongly
raised the issue of early dis-
charge of the Indian nationals
working in the Russian Army
during his talks with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in
Moscow in July last year.

In October last year, Indian
officials said 85 Indian nation-
als have been discharged from
the Russian military and efforts
are on to secure the release of 20
more. In August last year, the
Russian embassy said Moscow
and New Delhi are working in
close coordination for an early
“identification and discharge”
of the Indian nationals who
voluntarily joined contractual
work in the military service
and now want to return home.

Since April last year, the
ministry of defence of the Rus-
sian Federation has stopped
recruiting citizens of a number
of foreign countries, including
India, into the military service,
it had said.

GOVT EASES LCOs
REGISTRATION RULES

The government Friday eased the rules
governing cable television networks by
making the process of registration of Local
Cable Operators (LCOs) entirely online with
the Ministry of Information and Broadcast-
ing as the registering authority
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MMCH junior docs call
off ‘cease work’ stir

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Midnapore(WB), Jan 17: Ju-
nior doctors at the Midnapore
Medical College and Hospital
(MMCH) called off their 'cease
work' protest, with services
gradually returning to normal-
cy at the facility Friday evening.

The protest was initially
launched in response to the sus-
pension of 12 doctors, including
six junior doctors, over their al-
leged negligence in the death of
a woman following childbirth
and the critical condition of
others after being administered
'expired' intravenous fluid.

The junior doctors, who
had begun an indefinite 'cease
work' protest Thursday night,
announced that several depart-
ments, including the emergency,
ICU, obstetrics, and paediatrics,
had resumed normal operations.
The protest was in solidarity
with their suspended colleagues
and to demand the revocation of
the suspension order.

"Following the suspension of
six colleagues from the obstet-
rics and anaesthesia depart-
ments, we decided to launch
this protest. However, we are
now returning to work as ser-
vices have resumed in various
departments," a representative
of the Junior Doctors Forum of
the MMCH said Friday evening.
The suspension of the 12 doc-
tors came after an investigation
revealed that a woman died
and four others fell seriously
ill after allegedly being admin-
istered 'expired' saline at the
hospital.

The state government, upon
the findings of a CID report
and a 13-member expert com-
mittee, took action against the
medical staff, including the
Medical Superintendent and
Vice Principal, the head of the
department, and senior and ju-
nior residents.

—

Intense cold wave
erips north India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: Tempera-
tures dipped in many parts
of north India, with parts of
Himachal Pradesh witnessing
cold wave conditions as a layer
of dense fog was seen in most
states early morning.

According to the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD),
higher reaches of
Himachal Pradesh
experienced anoth-
er spell of light to
moderate snowfall
and some parts also
saw light rain. The
mercury hovered
between 1-5 degrees
Celsius in many
parts of Himachal,
while many parts of
northwest India re-
corded temperatures between
6-10 degrees Celsius.

The weather office said under
the influence of Western Distur-
bance, some parts of northwest
India could see some rainfall
and snowfall in the coming
week. No significant change in
minimum temperatures is likely
over northwest India during the
next 48 hours and it will gradual-
ly rise by 2-3 degrees thereafter,
the Met department predicted in
its bulletin.

(.

Artistes perform on the occasion of 'Gustor' festival, at Dorje Drak Monastery in Shimla, Himachal Pradesh e pxoto
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PRISONERS’ RIGHTS

Jail administration needs reform: Top court

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: Jail
administration needs reforma-
tion for a better environment
and prison culture to ensure
prisoners enjoy their right
to a dignified life under the
Constitution, the Supreme
Court Friday said.

Interestingly, a bench of
Justices J B Pardiwala and
R Mahadevan quoted Fyodor
Dostoevsk’s famous lines as
saying, “The degree of civilisa-
tion in a society can be judged
by entering its prisons”, and
underlined the importance of
treating prisoners as human
beings with rights to dignity
and humane conditions.

The observations came in
a judgement that set aside the
Jharkhand High Court verdict
quashing the transfer of one Vi-
kash Tiwary, a convicted gang-
ster, from one prison to another
in the state. The bench restored
the order of the inspector general
of prisons, citing the necessity of
ensuring prison safety and pre-
venting potential gang violence.

The verdict underscored
systemic deficiencies in In-
dia's prison administration
and stressed on the need for
reforms to ensure a dignified
life for inmates. The top court
called for a periodic monitor-
ing of prison conditions and
adherence to constitutional
principles in the treatment of
inmates and said while prison-
ers lost their liberty, they did
not lose their humanity.

The bench asked the
Jharkhand government to
expedite the formulation and

implemen-
tation of the
jail manu-
al in conso-

THE
OBSERVATIONS
CAME IN A JUDGEMENT

VERDICT QUASHING THE TRANSFER
OF ONE VIKASH TIWARY, A
CONVICTED GANGSTER, FROM ONE
PRISON TO ANOTHER IN THE STATE

THE BENCH RESTORED THE ORDER
OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL OF
PRISONS, CITING THE NECESSITY

OF ENSURING PRISON SAFETY

to continuously monitor the
physical conditions prevailing
in the prison, compliance with
basic and fundamental rights
of the prisoners, etc.,” the
judgement said.
This court has repeated-
ly recommended an
overhaul of prison

THAT SET ASIDE THE a%gunésl;‘;ztelsot?ng
JHARKHAND HIGH COURT :
reforms in

treatment of
prisoners and
management
of prisons, it
said. As far
as Jharkhand
was concerned,
the court said

nance with the :‘g?EF;\IBrEIXE"(‘;umg there was no
2016 Model Pris- VIOLENCE clear-cut picture

on Manual to bring

about uniformity and
reforms in prison adminis-
tration. "The prison adminis-
tration needs to be reformed
for creating a better environ-
ment and prison culture to
ensure the prisoners enjoy
their right to dignified life un-
der Article 21. It is essential

regarding prison ad-
ministration and the facili-
ties available to the prisoners
in the prisons.

Tiwary, a life-term convict
and member of the "Pandey
gang" was transferred from Lok
Nayak Jai Prakash Narayan
Central Jail in Hazaribagh to
Central Jail in Dumka. The

transfer was ordered by the
Jharkhand prisons authority
May 17, 2023, citing administra-
tive grounds and the imminent
threat of a gang war in Hazarib-
agh jail due to the presence of
rival factions.

Tiwary challenged the trans-
fer in the Jharkhand High Court,
which quashed the order August
21, 2023, deeming it unjustified.
The Jharkhand government ap-
pealed the high court's decision
in the Supreme Court.

Justice Mahadevan, author-
ing the judgement, said the
transfer was a precautionary
measure to ensure the safety
of inmates and maintain prison
discipline. The bench said the
prison authorities were tasked
with maintaining order and
security within correctional
facilities, and such transfers
should not be treated as rou-
tine but necessary responses to
extraordinary circumstances.

The inspector general's du-
ty, it outlined, was to act in the
larger interest of prison security
and dismissed allegations of ar-
bitrariness in the transfer order.
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THE MERCURY
HOVERED BETWEEN
1-5 DEGREES CELSIUS
IN MANY PARTS
OF HIMACHAL,
WHILE MANY PARTS

OF NORTHWEST
INDIA RECORDED
TEMPERATURES
BETWEEN 6-10
DEGREES CELSIUS
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In Rajasthan, some places such
as Bikaner, Jaipur, Kota and
Bharatpur divisions recorded
dense fog and reeled from cold
day conditions Friday morning,
the department said. Mount Abu,
the state's only hill station, was
the coldest with a temperature
of 0.8 degrees Celsius. In the
plains, Sirohi recorded 3.8 de-
grees Celsius.In the plains, the
lowest minimum
temperature in the
state was recorded
at 3.8 degrees Celsius
in Sirohi, followed by
4 degrees Celsius in
Sikar, 6.1 degrees
Celsius in Nagaur,
6.4 degrees Celsius
in Pilani, 6.9 degrees
Celsius in Ajmer, 7
degrees Celsius in
Jaisalmer, 7.2 degrees
Celsius in Fatehpur, 7.4 degrees
Celsius in Phalodi, and Srigan-
ganagar. Almost all major cities
recorded minimum temperatures
below 10 degrees Celsius.

The state capital, Jaipur, re-
corded a temperature of 7.8 de-
grees Celsius Friday morning.
The minimum temperatures at
most places in Kashmir have
fallen after snowfall as the me-
teorological department forecast
mainly dry weather over the
next couple of days.

Nine dead after car
crashes into ST bus

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pune, Jan 17: At least nine
people were Kkilled, includ-
ing a five-year-old child, and
eight others were injured af-
ter a tempo collided with their
minivan, forcing it toram into a
stationary bus on the Pune-Na-
shik Highway Friday, a police
official said.

The incident took place near
Narayangaon at 9:30am, he
added. The tempo struck the
minivan from behind, causing
it to ram into an empty ST bus
parked on the side of the road,
the official said.

"The impact of the collision
was so severe that nine persons
died on the spot," said Pankaj
Deshmukh, Superintendent of
Police, Pune Rural. Police iden-
tified the deceased as Debubai
Takalkar (65), driver Vinod
Rokade (50), Yuvraj Wavhal
(23), Chandrakant Gunjal (50),
Geeta Gaware (45), Bhau Bade
(65), Najma Hanif Shaikh (35),
Vashifa Inamdar (5), and Man-
isha Pacharne (56).

"Eight others sustained mi-
nor to moderate injuries and
are undergoing treatment.
Following the crash, the tem-
po driver fled the scene. We
have registered a case against
the unidentified driver of the
tempo and bus driver Bhau-
saheb Jaybhay under Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita and Motor
Vehicles Act," a Narayangaon
police station official said.

The ST bus driver has
been booked since he had
parked the vehicle in a danger-
ous manner, the official said.

Efforts are on to nab the
driver of the tempo, the official
added. Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis called the incident
unfortunate and announced
compensation of %5 lakh each
to the kin of the deceased.

Vikram Bhor, sarpanch of
Junnar tehsil's Kandali village,
from where five of the deceased
hailed, said everyone was
shocked after hearing about
the accident. Parishad school
teacher. Yuvraj Wavhal, a 23
year old youth from a neigh-
bouring village, was preparing
for civil services exams," Bhor
said. The distance between
Kandali and Narayagaon is 10
kilometres and people use such
private vehicles on the route.




TRUMP, XI SPEAK
ON PHONE

Chinese President Xi Jinping and
US President-elect Donald Trump
spoke over the phone Friday
ahead of Trump’s swearing-in
and agreed to establish strategic
communication channels and
maintain regular contact on ma-
jor issues of common concern

&& Israel must with-

draw from Lebanese
territories and stop con-
ducting military operations
inside Lebanon that violate
the UN Security Council
resolution halting the
14-month Israel-Hezbollah
war

ANTONIO GUTERRES |
UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL
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There have ot
‘ beenalot of \gat S
narratives g
out there about ;

how capable, how
weak our military
is. You've just

got to look at the things we have

done, that we continue to do, at a
moment's notice

LLOYD AUSTIN I DEFENCE SECRETARY, US

Smaller
Asian nations
concerned

about Chinese
aggression would
no longer be con-
fident of American
deterrence. American security
commitments would be viewed
as empty promises, destabilising
not only this region, but the wider
world

MIKE PENCE | FORMER VICE PRESIDENT, US

The dialogue
‘ process with
this group
is suspended, the
ELN has no will for
peace
GUSTAVO PETRO |
PRESIDENT, COLOMBIA

SHORT TAKES

[ Visionary filmmaker
David Lynch dies at 78

Los Angeles: David Lynch, the
filmmaker celebrated for his
uniquely dark and dreamlike
vision in such movies as “Blue
- Velvet” and “Mulholland
Drive” and the TV series “Twin
Peaks”, has died just days
before his 79th birthday. His
family announced the death
in a Facebook post Thursday.
“There’s a big hole in the world
now that he’s no longer with
us. But, as he would say, Keep
your eye on the donut and
not on the hole,” the family’s
post read. “It’s a beautiful day
with golden sunshine and blue
skies all the way.” The cause
of death and location was not
immediately available. Last
summer, Lynch had revealed
to Sight and Sound that he was
diagnosed with emphysema
and would not be leaving his
home because of fears of
contracting the coronavirus
or “even a cold”. “I've gotten
emphysema from smoking for
so0 long and so I'm homebound
whether 1 like it or not,” Lynch
said, adding he didn’t expect to
make another film.

 Ex-FM running to
replace Trudeau

Ottawa: Former Canadian
finance minister Chrystia
Freeland Friday announced
that she would take part in
the contest to replace Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau

as leader of the ruling
Liberal Party.Freeland,
who was one of Trudeau’s
closest political allies for

a decade, quit last month
after resisting his demands
for more spending and
wrote a letter denouncing
his governing style. Her
unexpected departure
prompted an uproar from
Liberal legislators already
unhappy about the party’s
miserable showing in the
polls after nine years in
power and widespread voter
unhappiness about high
prices and a housing crisis.

m ICC chief prosecutor
meets Syrian leader

The Hague: The International
Criminal Court’s chief
prosecutor Karim Khan made
an unannounced visit to
Damascus Friday, meeting
with the leader of Syria’s de
facto government. Khan’s
office says he visited on

the invitation of Syria’s
transitional government to
offer support in ensuring
accountability for alleged
crimes committed in the
country. Khan met with the
country’s leader Ahmed
al-Sharaa and the foreign
minister to discuss options
for justice in The Hague for
the victims of the conflict,
which has left more than half
a million dead and more than

six million people displaced. |

REUTERS

Jerusalem/Cairo, Jan 17:
The Israeli security cabinet
has recommended approving
the Gaza ceasefire and hostage
return deal, ahead of a full cab-
inet meeting expected later Fri-
day, a statement from the prime
minister’s office said.

Cabinet is expected to meet at
3.30 pm (1330 GMT) to give final
ratification to the agreement,
which Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said is expected
to take effect Sunday, with the
release of the first hostages.

If successful, the ceasefire
would halt fighting between
Hamas and Israeli forces that
has razed much of heavily ur-
banised Gaza, killed more than
46,000 people, and displaced
most of the enclave’s pre-war
population of 2.3 million sev-
eral times over, according to
local authorities.

It could also ease hostilities
in the Middle East, where the
Gaza war spread to include Iran
and its proxies — Lebanon’s Hez-
bollah, Yemen’s Houthis and
armed groups in Iraq as well
as the occupied West Bank.

In Gaza itself Friday, Israe-
li warplanes kept up heavy
strikes, and the Civil Emergen-
cy Service said that at least 101
Palestinians, including 58 wom-
en and children, had been killed
since the deal was announced
Wednesday.

Under the six-week first
phase of the three-stage deal,
Hamas will release 33 Israeli
hostages, including all women
(soldiers and civilians), chil-
dren, and men over 50.

Israel will release all Pales-
tinian women and children un-
der 19 detained in Israeli jails
by the end of the first phase.
The total number of Palestin-
ians released will depend on
hostages released, and could
be between 990 and 1,650 Pales-
tinians, including men, women
and children.

Hamas said in a statement
Friday that obstacles that arose
in relation to the terms of the

m Full Israeli cabinet meeting
expected later on Friday

m First hostages expected to
be released by Hamas on
Sunday, Israeli PM's office
says

m Release follows a ceasefire
deal between Israel and
Hamas

W Israeli security cabinet
meeting on Friday to vote on
the accord

Gaza ceasefire agreement have
been resolved.

Israel’s acceptance of the
deal will not be official until it
is approved by the country’s se-
curity cabinet and government.

In the early hours of Friday,
Netanyahu’s office said that
Israel’s security cabinet would
meet to give final approval to
the ceasefire accord after the
meeting was pushed back from
Thursday, raising concerns of
delays. Ministers were sum-
moned to a full cabinet meeting
at 13:30 GMT Friday, an official
with knowledge of the situation
said, giving ample time for the
ceasefire to begin Sunday and
the first hostages to be returned
to Israel.

Israel blamed Hamas for
the last-minute hold-up, while
Hamas Thursday said it was
committed to the deal, which is
scheduled to take effect Sunday.
ACCORD REACHED
ON HOSTAGES

“Prime Minister Benjamin

US SC upholds law banning TikTok

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Jan 17: The
Supreme Court Friday unani-
mously upheld the federal law
banning TikTok beginning
Sunday unless it’s sold by its
China-based parent company,
holding that the risk to national
security posed by its ties to Chi-
na overcomes concerns about
limiting speech by the app or its
170 million users in the United
States. A sale does not appear

imminent and, although experts
have said the app will not disap-
pear from existing users’ phones
once the law takes effect Janu-
ary 19, new users won’t be able
to download it and updates won'’t
be available.

That will eventually render
the app unworkable, the Justice
Department has said in court fil-
ings. The decision came against
the backdrop of unusual political
agitation by President-elect Don-
ald Trump.

Gaza truce goes
for final sign-off

Netanyahu was informed by
the negotiating team that agree-
ments have been reached on a
deal to release the hostages,”
his office said in a statement.

Underscoring the potential
obstacles facing a final cease-
fire, hardliners in Netanyahu’s
coalition have opposed the deal
as a capitulation to Hamas,
which had controlled Gaza. Na-
tional Security Minister Itamar
Ben-Gvir threatened to resign if
it was approved. However, he
said he would not bring down
the government.

His fellow hardliner, Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich, has
also threatened to quit the gov-
ernment if it does not go back
to war to defeat Hamas after
the first six-week phase of the
ceasefire was completed.

Nevertheless, a majority
of ministers were expected to
back the agreement.

In Gaza, the airstrikes con-
tinued. In the aftermath of
one strike on tents housing
displaced people, a boy picked
through damaged items on the
floor that was littered with
canned food and coffee pots.
HOSTAGE FAMILIES WANT
SWIFT ACTION

Israel says 98 hostages are
still being held in Gaza. About
half are believed to be alive.
They include Israelis and
non-Israelis. Of the total, 94
were seized in the Oct 7, 2023,
Hamas-led attack on Israel and
four have been held in Gaza
since 2014.

P10 sentenced to
8 years for attempted
attack on White House

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Jan 17: Indian
national Sai Varshith Kandula,
20, Thursday was sentenced to
eight years for an attempted at-
tack on the White House with a
rented truck May 22, 2023.

The attack aimed to over-
throw the democratically elect-
ed American government in or-
der to replace it with a dictator-
ship fuelled by Nazi ideology,
the Department of Justice said.

Kandula had pleaded guilty
May 13, 2024 to a charge of
willful injury or depredation
of US property. Born in Chan-
danagar, India, he was a lawful
permanent resident of the US
with a green card. In addition to
the prison term, District Court
Judge Dabney L Friedrich or-
dered Kandula to serve three
years of supervised release.

The Indian national flew on a
commercial flight from St Lou-
is, Missouri, to Washington
DC on the afternoon of May 22,
2023, connecting through anoth-
er airport on a one-way airline
ticket, according to court doc-
uments, and arrived at Dulles
International Airport about
5:20 pm, wherein he rented a
truck at 6:30 pm.

He stopped for food and gas,
and then drove to Washington,
DC, where he crashed into the
barriers protecting the White
House and the President’s Park
at 9:35 pm at the intersection of
H Street, Northwest and 16th
Street, Northwest. Kandula
drove onto the sidewalk, send-
ing pedestrians running from
the scene. After striking the
barriers, the truck backed up in
reverse, then lurched forward,
striking the metal barriers a
second time. The second impact
disabled the truck which began
smoking from the engine com-
partment and leaking fluids.

Kandula next exited the ve-
hicle and went to the back of
the truck. From a backpack
he removed a flag, a three-by-
five foot red-and-white banner
with a Nazi Swastika in the
centre, and brandished it. US
Park Police and the US Secret
Service officers arrested Kan-
dula at the scene and took him
into custody, the Department
of Justice said.

SpaceX’s Starship
blasts in flight test

REUTERS

Washington, Jan 17: A
SpaceX Starship rocket broke
up in space minutes after
launching from Texas Thurs-
day, forcing airline flights
over the Gulf of Mexico to alter
course to avoid falling debris
and setting back Elon Musk’s
flagship rocket program.

SpaceX mission control lost
contact with the newly upgrad-
ed Starship, carrying its first
test payload of mock satellites
but no crew, eight minutes af-
ter liftoff from its South Texas
rocket facilities at 5:38 pm EST
(2238 GMT).

Video shot by Reuters
showed orange balls of light
streaking across the sky over
the Haitian capital of Port-au-
Prince, leaving trails of smoke
behind.

“We did lose all communi-
cations with the ship - that is
essentially telling us we had an
anomaly with the upper stage,”
SpaceX Communications Man-
ager Dan Huot said, confirming
minutes later that the ship was
lost.

The last time a Starship up-
per stage failed was in March
last year, as it was reenter-
ing Earth’s atmosphere over
the Indian Ocean, but rarely
has a SpaceX mishap caused
widespread disruptions to air
traffic.

Dozens of commercial flights
diverted to other airports or
altered course to avoid poten-
tial debris, according to flight
tracking website FlightRa-
dar24. Departures from air-
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tarship prototype fails after
launch from Texas, forces
airlines to alter course

pper stage anomaly leads to
loss of Starship

Super Heavy booster
successfully returns to
launchpad

tarship had multiple
upgrades, poised to deploy
mock satellites

ports in Miami and Fort Lau-
derdale, Florida, were also
delayed by about 45 minutes,
it added.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, which regulates
private launch activities, said
it had briefly slowed and di-
verted planes around the area
where space debris was falling,
but normal operations had
since resumed.

The FAA regularly closes
airspace for space launches
and reentries, but it can create
a “debris response area” to pre-
vent aircraft from entering if
the space vehicle experiences
an anomaly outside the origi-
nally closed zone.

SpaceX CEO Musk posted a
video on X showing the debris
field and said, “Success is un-
certain, but entertainment is
guaranteed!”

The failure came a day after
Blue Origin, billionaire Ama-
zon (AMZN.O), opens new tab
founder Jeff Bezos’ space com-
pany, successfully launched its
giant New Glenn rocket into
orbit for the first time.

Putin, President of Iran meet
to sign partnership treaty

SNIPPETS

Moscow: Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Iranian counterpart
Masoud Pezeshkian signed a broad cooperation pact Friday as the
countries deepened their partnership in the face of stinging Western
sanctions. Russian and Iranian officials say the “comprehensive strategic
partnership treaty” covers all areas -- from trade and military cooperation :
to science, education and culture. Pezeshkian’s visit comes ahead of Mon- :
day’s inauguration of US President-elect Donald Trump, who has pledged
to broker peace in Ukraine and take a tougher stance on Iran, which

is grappling with growing economic problems and other challenges,

including military setbacks in its sphere of influence across the Middle
East. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov dismissed any link with Trump’s
inauguration, saying the signing had been planned long ago. Welcoming

Pezeshkian as they sat down for talks, Putin said the new treaty will “give

an additional impulse to practically all areas of our cooperation.

Child sexual abuse: UK orders ‘rapid audit’

London: The UK government has ordered a “rapid audit” of the scale and nature
of grooming gangs based child sexual exploitation, including an examination of
ethnicity data to determine “cultural and societal drivers” behind the crimes. UK
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper laid out the plans in a statement in the House of
Commons Thursday, also noting that many major investigations into the issue
have involved “Pakistani heritage gangs”. Amid growing demands for a national
inquiry into the scandal since Tesla CEO Elon Musk attacked the UK’s handling of
the historic scandal on his X platform, the minister told Parliament that the Child
Sexual Exploitation Taskforce will immediately expand the ethnicity data it col-
lects and publishes. “Many major investigations have involved Pakistani heritage
gangs and the police taskforce evidence also shows exploitation and abuse taking
place across many different communities and ethnicities. But the data on ethnic-
ity of both perpetrators and victims is still inadequate,” Yvette Cooper told MPs.
“In order to go much further, | have asked Baroness Louise Casey to oversee a
rapid audit of the current scale and nature of gang-based exploitation across the
country and to make recommendations on the further work that is needed.

China’s population falls for third straight year

China’s population stood at 1.408 billion at the end of 2024, a decline of 1.39 million from the previous year

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Taipei (Taiwan), Jan 17: Chi-
na’s population fell last year for
the third straight year, its gov-
ernment said Friday, pointing
to further demographic chal-
lenges for the world’s second
most populous nation, which is
now facing both an ageing popu-
lation and an emerging shortage
of working age people.

China’s population stood at
1.408 billion at the end of 2024,
adecline of 1.39 million from the
previous year.

The figures announced by the
government in Beijing follow
trends worldwide, but especial-
ly in East Asia, where Japan,
South Korea, Hong Kong and
other nations have seen their
birth rates plummet. China
three years ago joined Japan
and most of Eastern Europe
among other nations whose
population is falling.

The reasons are in many cas-
es similar: Rising costs of living
are causing young people to put
off or rule out marriage and
child birth while pursuing high-
er education and careers. While

people are living longer, that’s
not enough to keep up with rate
of new births.

Countries such as China that
allow very little immigration
are especially at risk.

China has long been among
the world’s most populous
nations, enduring invasions,
floods and other natural disas-
ters to sustain a population that
thrived on rice in the south and
wheat in the north. Following
the end of World War II and
the Communist Party’s rise to
power in 1949, large families
re-emerged and the population
doubled in just three decades,
even after tens of millions died
in the Great Leap Forward that
sought to revolutionize agricul-
ture and industry and the Cul-
tural Revolution that followed
a few years later.

After the end of the Cultur-
al Revolution and leader Mao
Zedong’s death, Communist
bureaucrats began to worry
the country’s population was
outstripping its ability to feed
itself and began implementing
a draconian “one child policy.”

Though it was never law,

women had to ap- A effectively making
ply for permis- = them non-citi-
: rapidly

sion to have zens.

a child and aging population, Rural Chi-
e | declining workforce, \". Yo
forced lack of consumer erence for
oom |  markets and migration | 22 o
and birth | abroad are putting the | especially
procedures, 1, System under severe /00, o0
massive pressure were still os-
fines and the tensibly allowed,
prospect of their became the focus of
child being deprived government efforts,

an identification number,

with women forced to present

evidence they were menstruat-
ing and buildings emblazoned
with slogans such as ‘“have
fewer children, have better
children.”

The government sought to
stamp out selective abortion of
female children, but with abor-
tions legal and readily available,
those operating illicit sonogram
machines enjoyed a thriving
business.

That has been the biggest fac-
tor in China’s lopsided sex ratio,
with as many as millions more
boys born for every 100 girls,
raising the possibility of so-
cial instability among China’s
army of bachelors. Friday’s
report gave the sex imbalance
as 104.34 men to every 100 wom-
en, though independent groups
give the imbalance as consider-
ably higher.

More disturbing for the gov-
ernment was the drastically
falling birthrate, with China’s
total population dropping for
the first time in decades in
2023 and China being narrow-
ly overtaken by India as the
world’s most populous nation
in the same year. A rapidly

aging population, declining
workforce, lack of consumer
markets and migration abroad
are putting the system under
severe pressure.

While spending on the mili-
tary and flashy infrastructure
projects continues to rise, Chi-
na’s already frail social secu-
rity system is teetering, with
increasing numbers of Chinese
refusing to pay into the under-
funded pension system.

Already, more than one-fifth
of the population is aged 60 or
over, with the official figure giv-
en as 310.3 million or 22% of the
total population. By 2035, this
number is forecast to exceed
30%, sparking discussion of
changes to the official retire-
ment age, which one of the
lowest in the world. With fewer
students, some vacant schools
and kindergartens are mean-
while being transformed into
care facilities for older people.

Such developments are giving
some credence to the aphorism
that China, now the world’s sec-
ond largest economy but facing
major headwinds, will “grow
old before it grows rich.”
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Growth in India slowed
more than expected: IMF
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Yesterday’s
cabinet, we

have ap- ¥y5
proved refarm- B e /
ing of 687 Mhz. ¥ ' A
Which means

this takes us

from 900 Mhz to 1,587 Mhz.
320 (MHz) will be released
immediately, some by the
end of next year and some
by the end of 2028-29 which
makes us ready for 2030
JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA I TELECOM MINISTER

India ;

achieved

anunprec- [ N = 3
edented feat in i. Se
2024 by secur- &
ing the top po- &.’L

sition globally

in terms of IPO volume. With
335 IPOs, India successfully
surpassed both the US and
Europe, with more than the
number of IPOs listed com-
pared to the US and Europe

MAHAVIR LUNAWAT I CHAIRMAN, AIBI

This
‘ flagship

maritime
initiative aligns
with Maritime
India Vision
2030, support-
ing over 300 initiatives for
transforming India’s mari-
time landscape

DHRUV KOTAK | CHAIRMAN, FicCI's
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE

Q3 RESULTS

I Aether profit up 2X

New Delhi: Speciality
chemical manufacturer Aether
Industries posted a more than
two-fold jump in consolidated
net profit at ¥43.3 crore for the
third quarter of the 2024-25
fiscal year on strong sales,
the company said Friday.
The company reported a

- consolidated net profit of ¥17.4
crore in the year-ago period,
the company said. Total
income increased to ¥233.32
crore during the October-
December quarter of the
2024-25 fiscal, from %166 crore
in the year-ago period.

¥ sBlI Life profit zooms

New Delhi: SBI Life Insurance
Friday reported a 71 per

cent rise in net profit at

%551 crore for the third
quarter ended December.
The life insurance company
promoted by SBI had earned
a profit of ¥322 crore in the
same quarter of the previous
fiscal. The improvement in
profit is aided by increase in
new premium and renewal
premium. During the quarter,
net premium income
improved to 324,828 crore as
against 322,316 crore in the
same quarter a year ago.

™ Wipro profit jumps

New Delhi: IT services
company Wipro Friday
reported a 24.4 per cent year-
on-year rise in its consolidated
net profit for the just-ended
December quarter at about
33,354 crore.

In 2023, India’s
growth rate was
8.2%, which
dropped to 6.5%
in 2024 and is
expected to
remain the same
in 2025, 2026

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Jan 17: Led by a
sharper-than-expected deceler-
ation in industrial activity, eco-
nomic growth in India slowed
more than anticipated
and is projected to
remain at 6.5 per
cent till 2026, the
International
Monetary Fund
said Friday.
“Growth in
India slowed
more than ex-
pected, led by a
sharper-than-ex-
pected deceleration
in industrial activity,”
the IMF said in its latest up-
date of the World Economic
Outlook, according to which
the global economy is holding
steady. In 2023, India’s growth
rate was 8.2 per cent, which
dropped to 6.5 per cent in 2024.
The global growth is pro-
jected at 3.3 per cent in 2025
and 2026, below the historical
(2000-19) average of 3.7 per
cent. The forecast for 2025 is
broadly unchanged from that
in the October 2024 WEO, pri-
marily on account of an up-
ward revision in the US off-
setting downward revisions
in other major economies.
Global headline inflation
is expected to decline to 4.2
per cent in 2025 and to 3.5 per
cent in 2026, converging back

Global
growth is
projected at 3.3%
in 2025 and 2026, below
historical (2000-19)
average of 3.7%
Global headline inflation
is expected to decline
t0 4.2% in 2025 and
t0 3.5% in 2026
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Time apposite to rekindle animal spirits
through consumption boost: RBI Bulletin

Mumbai: Weeks before the presentation of the Union Budget, the Reserve Bank

Bulletin made a strong case for providing consumption boost as the
time is apposite to rekindle the animal spirits, create mass consumer
demand and trigger a boom in investment. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will present the Union Budget 2025-26 in the
Lok Sabha February 1. The first advance estimates for 2024-25
released by the National Statistics Office (NSO) January 7
confirmed that India continues to be the fastest growing major
economy, although gross domestic product (GDP) growth
has moderated to 6.4 per cent from three consecutive years
of above 7 per cent growth, said an article published in the
January Bulletin. “The time is apposite to rekindle the animal
spirits, create mass consumer demand and trigger a boom in
investment... One way to revive the animal spirits may be to
provide a consumption boost,” said the article authored by a
team led by Michael Debabrata Patra, who demitted the office of
RBI Deputy Governor earlier this month. The central bank, however,
said the views expressed in the Bulletin are of the authors and do not

represent the views of the Reserve Bank of India.

to target earlier in advanced
economies than in emerging
markets and developing econ-
omies, it added.

According to IMF WEO, glob-
al growth is expected to remain
stable, albeit lacklustre.

In the US, underlying de-
mand remains robust, reflect-
ing strong wealth effects, a less
restrictive monetary policy
stance, and supportive finan-
cial conditions. The growth is
projected to be at 2.7 per cent in
2025, the report said.

“In India, the growth is pro-
jected to be solid at 6.5 per cent
in 2025 and 2026, as projected in
October and in line with poten-
tial,” the IMF said.

In 2023, India’s growth rate
was 8.2 per cent, which dropped
to 6.5 per cent in 2024. It is ex-
pected to remain the same in
2025 and 2026, it said.

IMF’s Chief Economist
Pierre-Olivier = Gourinchas
said the decline in inflation to
4.2 per cent this year and 3.5 per
cent next year will help draw to
a close the global disruptions of
recent years, including the pan-
demic and Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, which precipitated
the largest inflation surge in
four decades.

In China, growth is now pro-
jected at 4.5 per cent next year,
up 0.4 percentage points from
its prior forecast.

The geopolit-
ical tensions
continue to
affect the overall de-
mand. The slowdown in
demand in key export
destinations, including
China, has also impact-
ed the shipments

VIPUL SHAH I CHAIRMAN, GJEPC

VEDANTA DEMERGER MEET

Mining conglomerate Vedanta Ltd
Friday said that its shareholders and
creditors will meet February 18 to de-
cide on the proposed demerger of the
company. The approval of the demerg-
er proposal will pave the way for the

company’s various business verticals

to become separate entities

Weaker rupee to push
import bill, says GTRI

In last ten years, between
January 2015 and 2025,
rupee has weakened by

41.3% against the US
dollar, falling from
3014 t0 X86.7

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: The weak-
er rupee will push the coun-
try's import bill due to higher
payments for crude oil, coal,
vegetable oil, gold, diamonds,
electronics, machinery, plas-
tics, and chemicals, economic
think tank GTRI said Friday.

Citing an example, it said the
depreciating domestic currency
will increase India’s gold im-
port bill, especially as global
gold prices have jumped 31.25
per cent, rising from
$65,877 per kg in Jan-
uary 2024 to $86,464
per kg in January
2025.

Since January 16,
last year, the Indi-

Since January
16, last year,
the rupee has
weakened by
4.71 per cent

w

‘ ‘ Overall, weaker INR
will inflate import

bills, raise energy and

input prices, leading to an

overheated economy. Past

ten-year export data says

that weak INR does not help

exports contrary to what

economists say

AJAY SRIVASTAVA I FOUNDER, GTRI

data tells a different story:
high-import sectors are thriv-
ing, while labour-intensive,
low-import industries like tex-
tiles are floundering.

The think tank
also said that for
sectors relying
heavily on imports,
a depreciating ru-
pee against the US
dollar increases in-

an Rupee (INR) has | against the US | put costs, reducing
weakened by 4.71 per dollar, falling competitiveness.
cent against the US from 282.8 In theory, sectors
dollar, falling from to 7 86.7 with low import
¥82.8 t0 786.7. : dependence, like
In the last ten textiles, should

years, between January 2015
and 2025, the INR has weak-
ened by 41.3 per cent against
the US dollar, falling from
361.4 to %86.7, the Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI) said
in its report. In comparison, the
Chinese Yuan depreciated by
3.24 per cent, from Yuan 7.10 to
Yuan 7.33.

“Overall, weaker INR will in-
flate import bills, raise energy
and input prices, leading to
an overheated economy. Past
ten-year export data says that
weak INR does not help exports
contrary to what economists
say,” GTRI Founder Ajay Sri-
vastava said.

He added that while conven-
tional wisdom suggests that a
weaker currency should boost
exports, India’s decade-long

Indices snap 3-day winning run

On weekly front, the BSE benchmark tanked 759.58 points or 0.98%, and the Nifty declined 228.3 points or 0.97%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 17: Key bench-
mark indices Sensex and Nifty
slipped into negative territory
Friday after a three-day rally,
dragged by intense selling pres-
sure in IT, banking and finan-
cial stocks.

Unabated foreign fund out-
flows and elevated crude pric-
es in international markets
also played spoilsport for the
bourses.

In a volatile session, the
30-share benchmark declined
423.49 points or 0.55 per cent to
settle at 76,619.33. During the
day, it tumbled 779.53 points
or 1 per cent to 76,263.29.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
dropped 108.60 points or 0.47
per cent to 23,203.20.

From the 30-share blue-chip
pack, Infosys dropped nearly 6
per cent despite raising its an-
nual sales forecast for a third
time this fiscal year.
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Kotak Mahindra Bank, Tata
Consultancy Services, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra, ICICI Bank,
Tech Mahindra, Bajaj Finance,
HDFC Bank and Bajaj Finserv
were the other big laggards
from the pack. Zomato emerged
as the biggest gainer, followed
by Reliance, Nestle, Asian
Paints and Power Grid.

The BSE midcap gauge went

up by 0.04 per cent, and small-
cap index eked out a marginal
gain of 0.01 per cent. BSE Fo-
cused IT declined 2.57 per cent,
IT (2.48 per cent), teck (2.15 per
cent), bankex (1.83 per cent)
and financial services (1.18
per cent).

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) offloaded equities
worth ¥4,341.95 crore Thursday.

Future of m()lhty belongs to India: PM

India saw unprecedented
sale of 2.5cr vehicles a
year, and attracted $36

billion foreign direct
investment in just
four years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Fri-
day said future of mobility
belongs to India that saw an
unprecedented sale of 2.5 crore
vehicles a year, and attracted
$36 billion foreign direct invest-
ment in just four years.

Addressing a gathering after
inaugurating the Bharat Mobil-
ity Global Expo 2025 at Bharat
Mandapam here, the prime
minister also emphasised that
India stands as an outstanding
destination for every investor
looking to shape one’s future in
the mobility sector.

The five-day expo which is
being held across three ven-
ues -- Bharat Mandapam and
Yashobhoomi in the national
capital and India Expo Center
and Mart, Greater Noida -- is
expected to witness over 100
new launches across automo-
biles, component products and

technologies.

India’s largest auto expo,
scheduled from January 17-
22, will bring the entire value
chain of the mobility ecosystem
--from automobile manufactur-
ers to components, electronics
parts, tyre and energy storage
makers, and automotive soft-
ware firms and material recy-
clers -- under a single umbrella.

“India is an excellent destina-
tion for every investor looking to
see their future in mobility,” he
said while reassuring everyone
that the government is fully sup-
portive and encouraged every-
one to continue advancing with
the mantra of ‘Make in India,
Make for the World’.

The ongoing tussle

between bulls and bears

reflects mixed market
sentiment, with select heavy-
weights supporting recovery
hopes on a rotational basis.
However, persistent Fll sell-
ing and a mixed start to the
earnings season are restrict-
ing upward momentum

AJIT MISHRA I SVP, RESEARCH,
RELIGARE BROKING

“Markets remained under
pressure throughout the trad-
ing session as rising US bond
yields continue to create uncer-
tainty amongst local investors.
With FII fund outflows from
domestic equities remaining
strong, geo-political uncer-
tainty and concerns over the
slow pace in US rate cuts go-
ing ahead will keep investors
on the edge,” Prashanth Tapse,
Senior VP (Research), Mehta
Equities Ltd, said.

Sliding Z: Forex kitty
dips to 10-month low

REUTERS

Mumbai, Jan 17: India’s foreign
exchange reserves extended their
losing streak for a sixth straight
week and stood at a 10-month low
of $625.87 billion as of January 10,
data from the Reserve Bank of In-
dia showed Friday.

The reserves declined by
$8.72 billion in the reported
week, the most in two months.

They have fallen by a cumu-
lative $23.5 billion in the prior
five weeks, and are down by $79
billion from their all-time high of
$704.89 billion hit in September.

Changes in foreign currency
assets are caused by the central
bank’s intervention in the forex
market as well as the apprecia-
tion or depreciation of foreign
assets held in the reserves.

gain the most from a weaker
rupee, while high-import sec-
tors like electronics should
benefit the least.

“However, trade data from
2014 to 2024 tells a different sto-
ry. During the 2014 to 2024 peri-
od, overall merchandise exports
grew by 39 per cent, but high-im-
port sectors like electronics,
machinery, and computers
saw much higher growth,” he
said adding electronics exports
surged by 232.8 per cent, and
machinery and computer ex-
ports grew by 152.4 per cent.

Meanwhile, low-import sec-
tors like textiles and clothing
experienced negative growth,
even though the weaker ru-
pee should have made their
goods more competitive glob-
ally, he added.

BIZ BUZZ

Naveen Jindal
meets CM Majhi

Bhubaneswar: Third time Member of
Parliament (Kurukshetra) & Chair-
man of Jindal Steel & Power Naveen |
Jindal called on Chief Minister |
Mohan Charan Majhi January 16.
During the meeting held at the Lok
Seva Bhawan, he discussed JSP’s
ongoing projects in the state, includ-
ing significant capacity expansion
of Angul steel plant. Jindal also
met Deputy Chief Minister Kanak
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FRAUD CRACKOWN

Use ‘1600xx’ series
to call customers,
says RBI to banks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 17: The RBI
Friday asked banks to use on-
ly the ‘1600xx’ phone number-
ing series to call customers for
transactional purposes with a
view to preventing financial
fraud.

It further said that for pro-
motional purposes, banks and
other regulated entities (REs)
should use only the ‘140xx’
numbering series for the pre-
vention of financial frauds
perpetrated using voice calls
and SMS.

Banks and other regulated
entities (REs) have also been
asked to monitor and clean
their customer database.

The proliferation of digital
transactions, while offering con-
venience and efficiency, has also
led to a surge in frauds, a press-
ing concern underscoring the
need for concerted action, said
a Reserve Bank circular to REs.

The mobile number of a
customer has emerged as a
ubiquitous identifier, instru-
mental in the account authen-
tication and verification pro-
cess, receiving sensitive pay-
ment communication, such as
OTPs, transaction alerts, and
account updates.

“The mobile number, how-
ever, can also be misused by
scamsters in multiple ways for
committing various types of
online and other frauds,” the
circular said on ‘Prevention
of financial frauds perpetrated
using voice calls and SMS —
Regulatory prescriptions and
Institutional Safeguards’.

“Undertake transactional /
service calls only using ‘1600xx’
numbering series, when oper-
ationalised; undertake promo-
tional voice calls only through
phone numbers using ‘140xx’
numbering series; follow the
‘Important Guidelines for send-
ing commercial communication
using telecom resources through
Voice Calls or SMS’ issued by
Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (TRAI),” it said.

Vardhan Singh Deo and Minister for Law, Works & Excise Departments Prithiviraj
Harichandan. JSP’s Executive Director in charge (Angul) Pankaj Malhan and other
senior officials accompanied Jindal during the visit.

Bhubaneswar: Bank of Baroda’s Bhubaneswar Region and Cuttack Region organ-
ised NRI Customer meet January 16 here. The meet was inaugurated by General
Manager & Zonal Head Swapna Bandopadhyaya with lighting of lamp and paying
tribute to founder Maharaja Sayajirao Gaikwad Ill. The event was graced by
senior executives from Zonal Office including SP Nayak, Deputy General Manager,
Business Development and AP Das, Deputy General Manager, Compliance and As-
surance. The event was attended by NRI customers from all round the globe. The
dignitaries emphasised on the importance of NRI customers in the growth of the
bank and highlighted initiatives taken in catering to NRI segment. NRI Master-
stroke Account and TULIP Wealth Product, the bank’s newly launched products
were the centre of attention. The event ended with felicitation of NRI customers
with Zonal Head recognising their contribution to the bank.

Canara Bank organlses SHG Credlt
Lmkage, Financial theracy Camp

Bhubaneswar: Canara Bank Regional Office Bhubaneswar observed Mega SHG
Credit Linkage and Financial Literacy Camp at Balakati January 17. The programme
was attended by Bhavendra Kumar, Executive Director, Canara Bank Head Office,
Sumitra Pattanaik, Additional Secretary, Mission Shakti, Jagdish Chander, GM,
Circle Head Bhubaneswar, Netra Mohan Patra, DGM, Circle Office Bhubaneswar and
Mahamaya Prasad Roy, AGM, RO Head, Bhubaneswar. In total 37 crore loan amount
was sanctioned in the camp and 500 SHG members attended the programme. Fi-
nancial literacy programmes were also arranged to create awareness about various
government sponsored schemes like PMJJBY, PMSBY, PMJDY, APY, SSY for better
financial literacy and upliftment of rural economy.
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New Delhi, Jan 17: Manu
Bhaker and D Gukesh pro-
vided a sprinkling of stardust
but it was India’s persever-
ant para-athletes who walked
away with the most boister-
ous applause when President
Droupadi Murmu bestowed the
National Sports Awards in are-
gal ceremony at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan here Friday.

Double Olympic-medallist
Bhaker, 18-year-old chess world
champion Gukesh, men’s hock-
ey captain Harmanpreet Singh
and Paralympic gold-winning
high jumper Praveen Kumar
were presented the country’s
highest sporting honour -- the
Major Dhyan Chand Khel Rat-
na.
The 22-year-old Bhaker be-
came independent India’s first
athlete to win two medals in a
single edition of the Olympics
with her bronze-winning show
in the 10m air pistol individual
and 10m air pistol mixed team
events in August last year.

Harmanpreet was a part of
the national sides that won

National Sports Awards are given every year to
recognise and reward excellence in sports. The
Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award is given for
the spectacular and most outstanding performance
in the field of sports by a sportsperson over the
period of the previous four years

bronze medals in the Tokyo
as well as Paris Olympics.
Praveen, on the other hand,
upgraded his silver at the Jap-
anese capital to a gold in Paris.
He was born with a short left
leg.

The 18-year-old Gukesh was
crowned the youngest ever
chess world champion after he
beat China’s Ding Liren last
month. He is only the second
Indian after the great Viswa-
nathan Anand to achieve this
title. He was also a crucial fac-
tor in India winning the men’s
gold in the Chess Olympiad in
September last.

Thirty-two athletes were hon-
oured with the Arjuna Award
out of which an unprecedented
17 were para-athletes.

The athletes selected for the

Arjuna award included Paris
Olympics bronze medal-win-
ning group of wrestler Aman
Sehrawat, shooters Swapnil
Kusale and Sarabjot Singh
(Bhaker’s partner in the 10m
air pistol mixed competition of
Olympics) and the men’s hock-
ey team players Jarmanpreet
Singh, Sukhjeet Singh, Sanjay
and Abhishek.

The para-athletes outnum-
bered the able-bodied ones in
the list this time due to the
magnificent Paris Paralympics
performance in which they re-
turned with 29 medals, includ-
ing seven gold and nine silver.

President Murmu repeated-
ly broke from tradition to re-
ceive some wheelchair-bound
athletes such as Pranav Soor-
ma, who got the Arjuna for

his Paralympic silver in club
throw.

Petkar draws loudest applause

The most heartwarming
moment of the ceremony was
when India’s first Paralympic
gold-medallist Murlikant Pet-
kar walked up to the President
on crutches to receive the Arju-
na award (lifetime).

Murmu met the 80-year-old
war hero half way to present
him the award.

Petkar was disabled waist
down due to bullet wounds
sustained during the 1965 bat-
tle against Pakistan. He was
originally a boxer but turned
to para-swimming due to the
multiple injuries.

He fought the adversity to
win a historic gold medal in the
1972 Paralympics in Heidelberg.

The veteran was welcomed
with a rapturous applause that
did not stop till he was seated
back after collecting the award
from the President.

One among those clapping
for him at the Durbar Hall was
actor Kartik Aryan, who played
Petkar in a recent biopic titled

Manu, Gukesh, Harmanpreet and Praveen receive Khel Ratna
while thirty-two athletes were honoured with the Arjuna Award,
out of which an unprecedented 17 are para-athletes

‘Chandu Champion’.

Dignitaries, including sports
minister Mansukh Manda-
viya, parliamentary and mi-
nority affairs minister Kiren
Rijuju, sports secretary Sujata
Chaturvedi, were among those
who attended the ceremony
that lasted a little over an hour.

While the Khel Ratna comes
with a cash prize of Rs 25 lakh,
the Arjuna and Dronacharya
awards include a cash prize of
Rs 151akh.

Among the most prominent
Droncharya winners this year
was shooting coach Deepali
Deshpande, who mentored Ku-
sale, and former national foot-
ball manager Armando Colaco.

The Arjuna Awards are
given to sportspersons who
have demonstrated good per-
formance over the past four
years and have shown qual-
ities of leadership, sports-
manship, and discipline. The
annual honours are decided
by a points system in which
the maximum emphasis is
on performances delivered at
the Olympics and the World
Championships.

PRESIDENT GIVES AWAY NATIONAL SPORTS AWARDS

BASKING IN GLORY

I am really
honoured to get | |
the prestigious
award and it’s
really special
that | am the
second chess
player after
Vishi Anand sir
(Viswanathan
Anand) to be
awarded the
Khel Ratna. It’s

laurels for the country

Definitely the Khel

Ratna is one of the most
prestigious awards in

the country and it’s an
honour for me and | am
really grateful to all the
people who supported me
in this journey. Not just
the award but also in my
career... S0 many people

a dream come-come-true moment for me. But it is not
the end of the road as | want to achieve many more

were there (to support me) even in the moment of
losses, so grateful for their support

D GUKESH

The Khel Ratna is the
biggest recognition
of my life. It’s a big
achievement for
me. | am really very
happy. It think it’s
the best part of my
life that 1 am getting
such a huge award
and recognition
HARMANPREET SINGH

MANU BHAKER

It’s an unforgettable day
in my career. This award
is the a recognition of
my hardwork and love
for the sport and what-
ever sacrifices | had to
make in my career
PRAVEEN KUMAR

SHORT TAKES
India to defend title

Kuala Lumpur: India's GenNext
cricketers will be eager to extend
their dominance in the global stage
as they seek to defend the title of
the ICC U-19 Women's T20 World
Cup beginning here Saturday.
Clubbed with the West Indies,

Sri Lanka and hosts Malaysia in
Group A, India will begin their
campaign against the Caribbeans
at the Bayuemas Oval here Sunday.
India had won the last edition

-- also inaugural -- held in South
Africa in 2023, beating England

by seven wickets in the final. The
tournament, featuring 16 teams,
are divided into four groups, with
the top three from each group
progressing to the Super Six stage.
From there, the top-two teams from
each Super Six group will advance
to the semi-finals, culminating in
the summit clash February 2.

Haaland extends deal

Manchester: Erling Haaland

has signed a new contract at
Manchester City that ties him to
the Premier League champions
until 2034.City announced the new
9%2-year deal Friday for the 24-year-
old Haaland, who has scored 111
goals in 125 games since joining
the club from Borussia Dortmund
in 2022 to establish himself as one
of the best strikers in the world.
The Norway striker will be turning
age 34 when the contract expires.
The new deal for Haaland comes
as City awaits a verdict after being
charged with 115 breaches of the
Premier League's financial rules.
Haaland scored 52 goals in all
competitions in his first season
with City, including a single-season
record 36 in the Premier League.

Gukesh to take on Giri

Wijk Aan Zee: World champion

D Gukesh will take on local star
Anish Giri in the opening round

of the 87th Tata Steel Chess
tournament here Saturday,
marking his first competitive
outing since claiming the coveted
crown last month. Giri, the 2023
winner, holds the reputation of
being a tough cookie thanks to his
impeccable theoretical knowledge
and research that has been the
Dutchman's forte for many years
now. However, 18-year-old Gukesh,
who likes to go with a no-draw
approach in every game he plays, is
in great form and can look forward
to a solid campaign after the
World Championship triumph over
Chinese Ding Liren in Singapore.

India PD team win over
Pakistan to reach finals
X

.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi Jan 17: India
sealed their spot in the final
with a fantastic five-wicket
win over Pakistan in the Phys-
ically Disabled (PD) Champi-
ons Trophy in Katunayake,
Sri Lanka.

With four consecutive victo-
ries, India have consolidated
their position on the top of the
points table.

Pakistan posted a competi-
tive 1385 in 20 overs after opt-
ing to bat Thursday.

Jithendra V. N. was the
standout performer with the
ball, taking 3 wickets for 25
runs in his 4 overs, while Na-
rendra Mangore and Sunny

provided valuable support,
claiming one wicket each.

Saif Ullah anchored Paki-
stan's innings with a solid
knock of 58 runs off 51 balls.

India's chase was steady
and calculated, with Rajesh
Kannur leading the way. He
played a brilliant unbeaten
innings of 74 runs off 52 balls,
hitting 10 boundaries and one
six while steering India to 1415
in just 18 overs.

Despite losing wickets at
regular intervals, Kannur's
composed approach ensured
the team reached the target
with ease.

His exceptional perfor-
mance earned him the title of
Man of the Match.

Sindhu, Kiran exit
India Open Super 750

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: Two-time
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu’s
valiant fight ended in disap-
pointment, but Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
lifted the spirits of the Indian
camp with a dominant perfor-
mance as they stormed into the
semifinals of the India Open Su-
per 750 badminton tournament
Friday.

Satwik and Chirag, the 2022
champions, pulverised the Ko-
rean pair of Jin Yong and Kang
Min Hyuk with a barrage of at-
tacking shots, winning 21-10,
21-17 in just 41 minutes.

The victory marked their
third consecutive semifinal ap-
pearance on the tour, following
finishes in the last four at the
China Masters and Malaysia
Super 1000 last year.

Earlier, Sindhu, a former
champion, suffered a 9-21, 21-
19, 17-21 loss to Paris bronze
medallist Indonesia’s Grego-
ria Mariska Tunjung in a grip-
ping 62-minute women’s singles
quarterfinal.

“It is sad that I lost in the
third set after fighting so hard,

Mbappé jealous o

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sao Paulo, Jan 17: Striker
Neymar said his former Paris
Saint-Germain teammate Ky-
lian Mbappé became “a little
jealous” after superstar Lionel
Messi joined the French club in
August 2021 in a free transfer.

Speaking in a podcast hosted
by World Cup winner Romario
released Thursday, the 32-year-
old Brazilian who plays for
Saudi club Al-Hilal added that
big egos affected the perfor-
mances of PSG in big matches.

Neymar made his comments
after Romario asked whether
Mbappé, who joined Real Ma-
drid this season, “is annoying.”

“No, he is not. I have my
things with him, we had a little
fight, but he was fundamental

for us when he arrived. I used
to call him golden boy. I always
played with him, said he was
going to be one of the best. I

always helped, talked to him,
he came to my place, we had
dinner together,” Neymar said.

“We had some good years of

Satwik-Chirag

but I think the game is such. I
have to obviously come back
stronger. At that point, I would
say anybody would have lost
that point,” Sindhu told re-
porters.

“There were long rallies. I
need to be more consistent and
keep the shuttle in the court.
In the second and third sets,
I was not leaving the drops
or half-smashes or cut drops.
But in the first game, I wasn’t
comfortable and made easy
mistakes.”

India’s lone hope in men’s
singles, Kiran George, then
suffered a 13-21, 19-21 loss to

in semis

China’s Hong Yang Weng.
Nevertheless, his maiden Su-
per 750 quarterfinal finish will
give him confidence ahead of
upcoming tournaments.

Tunjung dominated early
with her delectable drops, rac-
ing to an 11-4 lead at the break.
Sindhu struggled with her
strokes, and the game soon
slipped away.

Up against an opponent
he had previously defeated,
Kiran hoped to replicate his
past performance, but Weng
proved well-prepared and did
not allow the Indian to pose a
significant threat.

Messi: Neymar

It is good to have egos,
‘ but you have to know
that you don't play
alone. There needs to be
another guy by your side.
(Big) egos were almost
everywhere, it can't work.
If nobody runs and nobody
helps, it is impossible

to win anything NEYMAR JR

partnership, but after Messi
came he was a little jealous.
He didn't want to split me
with anyone. And then there
were some fights, a change in
behavior,” the Brazilian player
added.

Mbappé joined PSG from
Monaco in 2017, the same year
Neymar moved from Barcelo-
na to the French club in one of

the biggest transfers in soccer
history.

Both were signed as the
club sought its maiden Cham-
pions League title, which it
is yet to win. Neymar said
the team often struggled due
to big egos, but didn't name
anyone.

“It is good to have egos, but
you have to know that you
don't play alone. There needs
to be another guy by your
side. (Big) egos were almost
everywhere, it can't work,”
Neymar said.

“If nobody runs and nobody
helps, it is impossible to win
anything.”

Neymar didn't rule out re-
turning to Brazil after his con-
tract in Saudi Arabia expires
in the middle of the year.

RANJI TROPHY

Kohli in Delhi’s
provisional squad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: Star batter
Virat Kohli has been named in
Delhi's 22-member provisional
squad for their next Ranji Tro-
phy game against Saurashtra in
Rajkot but doubts remain about
his participation after it came to
light that he is nursing a niggle.

It is learnt that Kohli has in-
timated the Delhi and Districts
Cricket Association (DDCA) top
brass that he has a neck niggle
that he sustained in Sydney
during the final Border-Gavaskar
Trophy Test against Australia.

He was treated by the phys-
io there and as of now, there is
no clarity on availability for
the Ranji match starting Jan-
uary 23. Whether he will play
or just fly down to Rajkot for a
couple of days' training will be
clear only after he details his
position to DDCA president
Rohan Jaitley. Kohli had last
played a red-ball game for Del-
hi back in 2012 against Uttar
Pradesh in Ghaziabad. A year
after that, the legendary Sachin
Tendulkar played his last Ranji
Trophy match against Haryana
at Lahli.

India Kho Kho teams
storm into semifinals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 17: Continu-
ing their unbeaten streak, the
Indian men’s and women’s
teams have booked their spot in
the semifinals of the Kho Kho
World Cup here Friday.

The Indian women's team pro-
duced a clinical performance to
crush Bangladesh by a huge
margin of 109-16. Led by captain
Priyanka Ingle, India dominated
the contest throughout all four
turns, including an impressive
dream run in turn 2 that lasted
over five minutes and continued
to record 100 or more points for
the fifth time in a row. Mean-
while, the Indian men's team
laid the foundation in turn 1 and
marched into the semifinals of
the Kho Kho World Cup with a
100-40 win over Sri Lanka.
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