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Samantha’s revelation Jalgaon train tragedy Maruti to hike prices Gukesh shines 
Actor Samantha Ruth Prabhu 
shares her mantra that has 
proved to be a game changer in 
getting through tough moments

A team of senior offi cials 
initiates a probe into the Jalgaon 
train tragedy in which 12 people 
lost their lives

Maruti Suzuki says it will hike 
prices by up to `32,500 across 
various models from 
February 1

World champion D Gukesh becomes 
the highest-ranked Indian chess 
player, at fourth, in the latest FIDE 
rankings
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Tragic, but we can't start a 
campaign against rumours... it 
might make us lose elections

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sydney, Jan 23: The rare un-
furling of an endangered plant 
that emits the smell of decaying 
fl esh drew thousands of devoted 
fans to a greenhouse in Sydney 
Thursday where they joined 
three-hour lines to experience 
a momentous bloom – and a fra-
grance evoking gym socks and 
rotting garbage.

Tall, pointed and smelly, the 
corpse fl ower is scientifi cally 
known as amorphophallus tita-
num — or bunga bangkai in Indo-
nesia, where the plants are found 
in the Sumatran rainforest.

But to fans of this specimen, 
she’s Putricia – a portmanteau 
of ‘putrid’ and ‘Patricia’ eagerly 
adopted by her followers who, 

naturally, call themselves Pu-
tricians. For a week, she has 
graced a stately and gothic 
display in front of a purple 
curtain and wreathed in mist 
from a humidifi er at the Royal 
Sydney Botanic Garden.

Her rise to fame has been rap-
id, with up to 20,000 admirers 
fi ling past for a moment in her 
increasingly pungent presence. 
No corpse fl ower has bloomed 
at the garden for 15 years.

A SLOW BLOOMER
There are thought to be on-

ly 300 of the plants in the wild 
and fewer than 1,000 including 
those in cultivation. The corpse 
fl ower only blooms every 7-10 
years in its natural habitat.

“The fact that they open very 
rarely, so they fl ower rarely, is 

obviously something that puts 
them at a little bit of a disadvan-
tage in the wild,” said garden 
spokesperson Sophie Daniel, who 
designed Putricia’s kooky and fu-
nereal display. “When they open, 
they have to hope that another 
fl ower is open nearby, because 
they can’t self-pollinate.”

Putricia’s fl ower was spotted 
in December when she was just 
25 centimetres high. By Thurs-
day, she was 1.6 metres tall.

During the day, her fl ower 
spike slowly opened like a pleat-
ed skirt around a majestic central 
tuber, the yellow-green outer curl-
ing to reveal a burgundy centre.

PUTRICIA-MANIA BUILDS
As excitement grew in Sydney 

about the unfolding bloom, gar-
den staff installed crowd barriers 
giving the Victorian greenhouse 
the air of a rock concert. Fans 
trod a red carpet to view Putri-
cia from behind velvet ropes in 
a display inspired by Queen Vic-
toria’s funeral, the Rocky Horror 
Picture Show and the oeuvre of 
the late director David Lynch.

Inside, fans took selfi es and 
leaned in for a sniff — a more 
perilous prospect as Putricia’s 
odour developed. People inhaled 
the ‘slaughterhouse’ stench and 
cancelled their dinner plans, 
said Sydney Morning Herald 
science reporter Angus Dalton.

“I am sickened,” he added. “I 
am in awe.”

Sydney’s stinky corpse fl ower captivates thousands

In a ghastly reminder of one of 
the most bizarre and gory mur-
ders in Bhubaneswar that shook 
the country in 2013, an ex-ser-
viceman in Telangana allegedly 
killed his wife following a fi ght 
and boiled her chopped body 
parts in a pressure cooker before 
disposing of those in a lake to de-
stroy evidence last week. In the 
Bhubaneswar incident, retired 
Army doctor Somnath Parida had 
killed his wife, Ushasree Samal, 
in a fi t of rage. Parida, then 78, 
later cut her body into 300 pieces, 
which were found stuffed in small 
tiffi n boxes around 19 days after 
the crime. According to psychol-
ogist Wanlop Piyamanotham and 
criminologist Natee Jitsawang, 
murderers, who dismember their 
victims, often have professional 
experience or childhood trauma.
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Hyderabad, Jan 23: A 45-year-
old man allegedly killed his wife, 
dismembered her body and boiled 
the parts in a pressure cooker 
before dumping the remains in a 
lake last week, police said.

According to police sources, 
Guru Murthy and Venkata Mad-
havi, 35, from Prakasam district 

of Andhra Pradesh had been 
living in a rented house in New 
Venkateswara Nagar Colony in 
Jillelaguda under Rangareddy 
district with their two children 
for the last fi ve years.

Police said they took up the in-
vestigation after Madhavi’s moth-
er Subbamma lodged a complaint 
January 18 that she was missing. 

According to the complaint, 
Madhavi had left the house after 
a fi ght with her husband. Guru 
Murthy, an ex-serviceman em-
ployed as a security guard, had 
accompanied Subbamma to 
Meerpet police station to lodge 

the complaint. The police, which 
took up the probe into the missing 
complaint, scanned the footage of 
CCTVs in front of the house. They 
did not fi nd any visuals of Mad-
havi leaving the house while the 
suspicious movements of Guru 
Murthy were recorded.

Police grilled Guru Murthy, 
who initially tried to mislead the 
investigators but fi nally admitted 
to his crime late Wednesday night. 
However, the police are not entire-
ly depending on the statement of 
the accused for the probe as he 
gave incoherent answers to some 
of the questions. Pending recovery 
of body parts, cops were yet to for-
mally arrest Guru Murthy.

The accused reportedly shared 
shocking details of his brutal act. 
The couple had an argument Jan-
uary 16 when the children were 
away. In a fi t of rage, the accused 
hit her head with a heavy object re-
sulting in her death. To dispose of 
the body, he cut it into pieces with 
a chopper. He then put the pieces 
in a pressure cooker and boiled 
those. The accused later packed the 
pieces in plastic covers and threw 
those in a nearby lake, police said.

Different police teams were 
working to gather clues both from 
the house and the lake. 

Man kills wife, boils body
parts in pressure cooker

CCPA notice to 
Apple, Ola, Uber
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 23: The Central 
Consumer Protection Authority 
(CCPA) has issued notices to tech 
giant Apple Inc and cab aggrega-
tors Ola and Uber following con-
sumer complaints about software 
performance and pricing dispar-
ities, Consumer Affairs Minister 
Pralhad Joshi said Thursday.

Apple has been asked to re-
spond to technical issues report-
ed by iPhone users after a recent 
software update. “The depart-
ment, after examining consumer 
grievances, has issued a notice to 
Apple through the CCPA, seek-
ing a response on the matter,” 
Joshi said in a social media post.

A survey by LocalCircles re-
vealed that 60 per cent of iPhone 
users experienced service prob-
lems, with call failures being the 
most signifi cant issue.

Separately, Ola and Uber have 
been served notices concerning 
allegations of differential pricing 
based on users’ mobile operating 
systems. “As a follow-up to the 
earlier observation of apparent 
#DifferentialPricing based on 
the different models of mobiles 
(#iPhones/#Android) being 
used, Department of Consumer 
Affairs through the CCPA has is-
sued notices to major cab aggre-
gators #Ola and #Uber, seeking 
their responses,” Joshi said in a 
social media post.
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Bhubaneswar/Cuttack, Jan 
23: Despite the fact that the Brit-
ish had acknowledged Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose and his Azad 
Hind Fauj cut short their rule in 
India, unfortunately the legacy of 
the great patriot fi nds little men-
tion in books on India’s freedom 
struggle, Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi said Thursday.

Majhi made this remark af-
ter inaugurating the three-day 
Parakram Diwas celebrations 
organised by the Archaeological 
Survey of India and the Minis-
try of Culture at Barabati Fort 
in Cuttack, on the occasion of the 
birth anniversary of the freedom 
fi ghter. Though the country has 
been celebrating Parakram Di-
was since 2021, this is the fi rst 
time that the event is being held 
in Cuttack, Netaji’s birthplace.

“Odisha and Cuttack are 
proud of Netaji, who emerged 
as a great nationalist and a true 
patriot,” Majhi said. Express-
ing concern about the limited 
discussion on Netaji in Indian 
history books, Majhi said, “The 
British and some historians ac-
knowledge that Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and his Azad Hind 
Fauj had abruptly brought the 
colonial rule to an end. It is un-
fortunate that there is little men-

tion of Netaji’s legacy in books 
on India’s freedom struggle.”

Majhi further highlighted Ne-
taji’s dedication to the nation, 
saying, “Netaji refused to serve 
under British rule even though 
he was selected for the coveted 
Indian Civil Services. He pre-
ferred the path of struggle for 
India’s freedom and met Mahat-
ma Gandhi in Mumbai in 1921. 
The rest, as they say, is history.”

“Netaji’s death remains a mys-
tery despite his outstanding con-
tribution to the freedom struggle. 
Let us pledge to build a ‘devel-
oped India, developed Odisha’ 
inspired by Netaji’s ideals,” Ma-
jhi said. The CM emphasised the 
importance of educating future 
generations about Netaji’s life 
and his connection to Cuttack. 

After arriving in Cuttack, 
Majhi visited Netaji’s birth-
place at Odia Bazar, where he 
paid fl oral tributes to the stat-
ue of Netaji and attended an art 
exhibition.

CM: Little mention of 
Netaji’s legacy in books
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New Delhi, Jan 23: The 
National Company Law Ap-
pellate Tribunal (NCLAT) 
Thursday stayed the fi ve-year 
ban imposed by Competition 
Commission of India (CCI) 
on data-sharing practices be-
tween WhatsApp and Meta for 
advertising purposes, offering a 
breather to the tech giant.

Meta welcomed the NCLAT’s 
decision to grant a partial stay 
on the CCI’s order and said it 
will evaluate next steps.

“While we will evaluate next 
steps, our focus remains on fi nd-
ing a path forward that supports 
millions of businesses that de-
pend on our platform for growth 
and innovation as well as provid-
ing high-quality experiences that 
people expect from WhatsApp,” 
a Meta spokesperson said. In No-
vember, the CCI imposed a penal-
ty of  ̀ 213.14 crore on social media 
major Meta for unfair business 
ways with respect to the WhatsApp 
privacy policy update done in 2021.

Meta Platforms and WhatsApp 
had challenged this order before 
the NCLAT, which is an appellate 
authority over the orders passed 
by the CCI. In its 156-page order, 
the CCI had November 18, 2024 
directed Meta to cease and desist 
from anti-competitive practices.

According to that CCI order, 
Meta and WhatsApp have also 
been asked to implement cer-
tain behavioural remedies with-
in a defi ned timeline to address 
the anti-competition issues.

NCLAT relief for Meta
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Bhubaneswar, Jan 23: Ahead 
of the Budget session of the 
Odisha Assembly scheduled 
to begin next month, Speaker 
Surama Padhy Thursday said 
that the House will not tolerate 
disruptions or obstructions by 
Opposition members.

Padhy, who recently attend-
ed the 85th All India Presiding 
Offi cers’ Conference at Patna, 
said there is a need to maintain 
discipline in the Assembly.

“The House will welcome 
constructive suggestions from 
Opposition members, but not 
tolerate disruptions or obstruc-
tions by Opposition members,” 

Padhy told reporters here on 
the sidelines of a function.

She said the Opposition par-
ties should play a constructive 
role and provide suggestions 
during the session. However, the 
House will not tolerate any ruck-
us or obstruction. The third ses-
sion of 17th Assembly will begin 
February 13 and conclude April 
5. Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi, who also holds the 
Finance portfolio, will table the 
Budget for 2025-26 February 17.

The Budget session of the As-
sembly will have a total of 28 
business days as per the pro-
visional calendar. An all-party 
meeting will be held before the 
commencement of the session.

Won’t tolerate disruptions
in House by Oppn: Speaker

BLAZE RAGES: Emergency vehicles at the scene of the Hughes fi re in Castaic, a northwestern neighbourhood of Los Angeles, California. Firefi ghters fought to maintain the upper hand on a huge 
and rapidly moving wildfi re that swept through rugged mountains north of Los Angeles and resulted in more than 50,000 people being put under evacuation orders or warnings  AFP

Oscar nominations
New York: Spanish-language 
musical crime fi lm written and 
directed by Jacques Audiard Emilia 
Pérez has led Oscar nominations, 
which were revealed Thursday.
The fi lm scored 13 noms, setting a 
record for a non-English-language 
fi lm. That surpasses the previous 
record holders, Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon and Roma, which 
each earned 10. Following Emilia 
Pérez were The Brutalist and 
Wicked, which tied with 10 noms 
apiece. A Complete Unknown 
and Conclave followed with eight 
mentions each. All fi ve of those 
fi lms will compete for best picture 
with Anora, Dune: Part Two, I’m 
Still Here, Nickel Boys and The 
Substance.   P2
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Mumbai, Jan 23: The Mumbai 
police have registered a case 
after threat mails were sent to 
people from the entertainment 
industry, including comedian 
Kapil Sharma, actor Rajpal 
Yadav and choreographer Re-
mo D'Souza, an offi cial said 
Thursday.

The Amboli police registered 
an FIR after a mail was sent 
from a person named “Vish-
nu” to actor Rajpal Yadav De-
cember 14 last year. The mail 
threatened to harm the actor, 
his family and comedian Kapil 
Sharma, the offi cial said.

“We have been monitoring 
your recent activities, and we 
believe it is imperative that we 
bring a sensitive matter to your 
attention. This is not a publici-
ty stunt or an attempt to harass 
you,” the email said, asking 
them to “treat this message 
with the utmost seriousness 
and confi dentiality”.

Preliminary inquiry suggest-
ed that the mail, sent from the 
mail ID 'don99284@gmail.com', 
was sent from Pakistan, the po-
lice offi cial said, adding that the 
investigation into the matter is 
underway.

Meanwhile, choreographer 
Remo D'Souza and singer and 
stand-up comedian Sugandha 
Mishra have approached the 
Oshiwara police station with 
similar complaints, he added.

Kapil, Remo, Rajpal 
get threat mails



New York: Spanish-language 
musical crime fi lm Emilia 
Pérez, written and directed by 
Jacques Audiard, has led Os-
car nominations, which were 
revealed Thursday.

The fi lm scored 13 noms, 
setting a record for a non-En-
glish-language fi lm. That sur-
passes the previous record 
holders, Crouching Tiger, Hid-
den Dragon and Roma, which 
each earned 10.

Following Emilia Pérez were 
The Brutalist and Wicked, which 
tied with 10 noms apiece. A 
Complete Unknown and Con-
clave followed with eight men-
tions each.

All fi ve of those fi lms will 
compete for best picture with 
Anora, Dune: Part Two, I’m 
Still Here, Nickel Boys and The 
Substance. Coralie Fargeat, who 
directed the latter fi lm, was the 
only female to be nominated in 

the best directing category, and 
also scored a writing nom, while 
star Demi Moore landed the fi rst 
Oscar nom of her career, as did 
Isabella Rossellini for Conclave.

Karla Sofía Gascón, the Span-
ish-born star of Emilia Pérez, 
was nominated for best actress, 
making her the fi rst openly 
transgender performer to be 
so honoured. Audiard picked 

up two noms for the film, for 
best director and best adapt-
ed screenplay, while Zoe Sal-
daña landed a supporting act-
ing nom for her performance.

Wicked’s noms included 
acting noms for Cynthia Eri-
vo and Ariana Grande, while 
The Brutalist landed mentions 
for director Brady Corbet, 
who also shares a writing 
nom with Mona Fastvold, and 
for stars Adrien Brody, Felic-
ity Jones and Guy Pearce.

Other acting nominees 
include Sebastian Stan and 
Jeremy Strong for The Ap-
prentice, Timothée Chalamet 
and Monica Barbaro for A 
Complete Unknown, Ralph 
Fiennes for Conclave and 
Colman Domingo for Sing 
Sing, among others. Strong 
will compete in the same cat-
egory as his former Succes-
sion co-star Kieran Culkin, 

Today, says Ganesha, you will 
are likely to encounter someone 
who is bent upon provoking and getting on 
your nerves. You are urged not to retaliate 
and do things unbecoming of your good 
nature. Keep calm and unruffl ed. Respond 
and behave in a manner befi tting your better 
nature. Do not allow the other to spoil your 
composure, your graciousness. 

You will keep your emotions 
aside and concentrate solely 
on your work today. You will 
have to waste a lot of time in fulfi lling 
the demands made by those around you. 
However, the more demands 
you fulfi ll, the more their expectations 
will rise, says Ganesha.

Your entire day will be spent 
at work. Those working in 
large corporations will have 
to fulfi ll heightened expectations from 
their superiors. Housewives will need to 
tackle other work, apart from their daily 
chores. It is an important day for you, 
says Ganesha.

You will stay away from part-
nership ventures. Ganesha 
says you have the ability to 
control large-scale projects on your own. 
You have leadership qualities, and will 
be able to coordinate team work and 
direct your colleagues to get the required 
amount of work from them.

You are ready to take up the 
challenges that life has to 
throw at you. Thanks to the 
confi dence within you, which gives you 
power to fi ght it out against all odds. Even 
if you take up a mammoth task, you are 
bound to succeed today, predicts Ganesha.

The day begins on a bright 
note and you decide to fl aunt 
your sunny side up, foresees 
Ganesha. At home front, sharing of work 
with your partner will keep the home at-
mosphere peaceful and harmonious. Both 
of you discover a joy is cleaning 
and cooking together.

Practical and creative, you 
are able to utilise your talents 
in the best possible manner. 
You will smartly solve family issues, with-
out favouring or hurting anybody, says 
Ganesha. You'll like to play the role of a 
peace maker, as it gives you satisfaction 
from within. Also, you will love to help 
others as much as you can.

Be it about solving fi nancial 
issues or concerns about 
income, money matters will 
keep your mind occupied through out the 
day. You will have a gala time with your 
friends later on the day, predicts Gane-
sha. Not that you don't value your friends, 
but today, you will realise how important 
you are for one another.

You are fond of traveling 
and are always looking for 
an excuse to set off. Hence it 
comes as no surprise if you pack your bags 
and decide to embark upon a journey on a 
whim today. It is a much needed break too, 
from the daily stresses of earning a liveli-
hood. While you are seeking solitude, you 
will take your friends and relatives along 
with you on the trip, says Ganesha.

Ganesha says you will put 
everything aside to pay more 
attention to your outward 
appearance and your beauty as you will be 
more aware about it. People will get attract-
ed to your beauty today. You will be able 
to share your own ideas and thoughts with 
people, at the same time you will learn about 
their views and from their experiences.

The day is very favourable, 
says Ganesha. You will 
feel a sense of joy and happiness with 
your valuable possessions. You may fall 
into love or have a strong romantic ties 
with someone. A great time for lovers. 
Ganesha foresees chance of having new 
contacts and ties.

You are very sensitive, and 
some people will disturb 
your peace of mind today. 
However, getting irritated will only 
make matters worse. Refl ect in isolation 
what may be at the root of the problem. 
Ganesha says it is closer to you than 
you think.
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DICAPRIO, SCORSESE IN TALKS FOR 
THE DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY

OSCARS TO HONOUR LA 
AS ‘CITY OF DREAMS’

Hollywood veteran Martin Scorsese and star 
Leonardo DiCaprio are revisiting The Devil 
in the White City, the long-gestating feature 
adaptation of Erik Larson’s 2003 true-crime 
nonfi ction book. The fi lm is in an early stage of 
development and does not have a script.

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences sent a letter to mem-
bers ahead of Oscar nominations 
that said the ceremony will honour 
Los Angeles as the “city of dreams” 
and the heart of the fi lm industry.
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BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW
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SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS
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AQUARIUS
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Bhubaneswar, Jan 23: 
A series of captivating 
short fi lms and engag-
ing discussions Thurs-
day here at the Guru 
Kelu Charan Mohapatra 
(GKCM) Odissi Research 
Centre marked the sec-
ond day of the 14th In-
dian Film Festival of 
Bhubaneswar (IFFB) or-
ganised by Film Society 
of Bhubaneswar (FSB).

The day’s screen-
ings began with three 
thought-provoking short 
fi lms. Jooyein by Vind-
hya Gupta told the story 
of Roshni, a girl whose 
world begins to unrav-
el when she discovers a 
personal secret, leading 
her to make a desperate 
pact with an ostracised 
classmate. Shashwat 
Dwivedi’s Bobby Beauty 
Parlour explored human 
connections and friend-
ship in a small-town 
beauty salon, blending 
humour with social 
commentary. Bonita Ra-
jpurohit’s If You Know, 
You Know tackled mod-
ern-day struggles, partic-
ularly in friendships and 
self-acceptance.

The retrospective seg-
ment featured Girish 
Kasaravalli’s Tai Sahe-
ba, a poignant fi lm that 

refl ected the struggles of 
a matriarch torn between 
tradition and her person-
al desires, showcasing the 
complexities of aging and 
power.

In the post-lunch ses-
sion, the audience was 
captivated by Berlinale 
award-winner Ghaath, a 
Marathi thriller by Ch-
hattrapal Ninawe, which 
deals with the tense re-
lationship between an 
undercover Maoist, a 
cop, and a tribal woman 
in the jungles near Nag-
pur. In the interaction 
with audience Ninawe, 
who hails from the Hal-
ba-Koshti indigenous 
community, said, “The 
jungle belongs to the Ad-
ivasis, not the Maoists. 
All relationships are 
based on trust, and that 
is the perspective I want-
ed to bring to the fi lm.”

The day concluded with 
the quirky dark comedy 
Dead Dead Full Dead by 
Pratul Gaikwad, which 
explored life, death, and 
the surreal nature of 
existence.

State’s only home-
grown English daily 
Orissa POST, and Odia 
daily Dharitri are the 
print media parterns of 
the event.       PNN

IFFB: DAY II

‘The jungle belongs 
to Adivasis, 
not Maoists’

Chennai: Actress Samantha has shared a 
simple and powerful mantra that has proved 
to be a game changer for her with her fans.

The popular actress, who is rated as one 
of the top heroines in the Tamil and Telugu 
fi lm industries, Thursday shared on Ins-
tagram her mantra to get through tough 
moments.

In a post titled, ‘Gratitude and De-
light’, she wrote, “I’ve been prac-
ticing this little ritual for the past 
two years, and it’s what’s got me 
through some of my toughest mo-
ments. It’s simple but powerful: 
taking a moment to appreciate 
where I’ve been, where I am, and 
what lies ahead. I know it sounds 
squishy but it really isn’t and 
there’s enough data to prove that 
it helps.”

The actress encouraged her fol-
lowers to write down three things 
that people were grateful for. “If 
writing comes naturally to you, 
jot down three things you’re 
grateful for today — they don’t 
have to be big, just honest. But 
if writing feels hard 
or forced, that’s 
okay too. Try say-
ing it in your head 
or sharing it with 
someone you trust. 
Sometimes, just sitting 
with a quiet “thank 
you” in your heart is 
also enough.” IANS

Marathi fi lm director Chattrapal Ninawe responding to an 
audience question while FSB president Subrat Beura looks on

Mumbai: Actress Taapsee Pan-
nu recently refl ected on the 
pivotal moment in her career 

when a brief yet impactful 
role in the 2015 fi lm Baby 
helped shape her trajectory 
in the industry. 

On the occasion of the 
fi lm’s 10th anniversary, 
the actress shared that 
the 7-minute sequence 

in the fi lm was a turning 
point, leaving a lasting im-
pact that changed the direc-
tion of her career for the 
better.

Refl ecting on her 
iconic 7-minute ap-
pearance, Taapsee 
shared, “Dear actors, 
the number of min-
utes doesn’t matter, 

the impact you 
leave with what 
you do in those 
minutes... mat-
ters :). 7 minutes 
that changed the 
direction of the 
tide for me FOR 
GOOD. Yours 

truly, Naam Shabana.”
After her standout role as Sha-

bana in Baby, Taapsee took the 
character to new heights 
in the 2017 released fi lm 
Naam Shabana, where 
her action-packed performance 
earned widespread acclaim.

The 37-year-old actress is also 
known for her roles in fi lms like 

Pink alongside Amitabh Bachchan 
and Mission Mangal, where she 
starred opposite Akshay Kumar.

Taapsee Pannu will next be seen 
in the upcoming action-thriller 
Gandhari, where she plays a fi erce 
mother on a relentless mis-

sion to rescue 
her abduct-

ed child.      
IANS

Taapsee’s 
career 

changing 
moment

Sam’s mantra 
to beat odds

Emilia Pérez leads Oscar nominations
Anuja earns a nod
Indian cinema celebrates another 

Oscar nomination as Anuja, a short 
fi lm backed by Priyanka Chopra and 
Guneet Monga, secures a coveted 
spot in the Best Live Action Short 
Film category at the 2025 Academy 
Awards.  The fi lm follows the titular 
Anuja, who works in a garment 
factory in Delhi alongside her 
sister Palak, portrayed by Ananya 
Shanbhag. When she is faced with a 
life-altering decision, the responsibil-
ity of her family’s future rests heavily 
on her young shoulders.

nominated for A Real Pain. 
Among the studios, Netflix leads 

with 16 noms.
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WEATHER
BBSR CTC

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

FORECAST
Fog/mist in the morning 
and mainly clear 
sky later

32.4°

16.6°

87%

Nil

28.8°

16.1°

92%

Nil

W

SENSEX 76520.38    115.39

NIFTY 23205.35    50.00

DOLLAR 86.47  0.06

EURO 90.07  0.16

GOLD `79,375   `160

SILVER `90,648   `1292
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By this Affi davit 
No.2571, Dt.26.11.2024 
I, Kamal Lochan Saha, 
S/o- Ram Ranjan 
Saha, Vill.- Saradha, 
P.O./P.S.- Karanjia, Dist.- 
Mayurbhanj. My actual 
name is “Kamal Lochan 
Saha” mentioned in my 
all offi cial documents. 
But my son OM 
SAHA his Passport 
No.N7052005 my name 
wrongly mentioned as 
“Kamal Saha” instead 
of  “Kamal Lochan 
Saha”. Both are same & 
one person.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 23: The 
Health and Family Welfare 
(H&FW) department of Odisha 
has intensifi ed its efforts to-
wards eliminating tuberculo-
sis (TB) through a focused and 
collaborative approach. 

As part of this initiative, a 

‘100-Day Intensifi ed Campaign’ 
was launched December 7, 2024, 
targeting 20 high TB mortality 
districts in the state.

The campaign is aimed at re-
ducing both TB incidence and 
mortality by actively screening 
and diagnosing TB cases among 
vulnerable population. 

The 20 target districts include 
Bolangir, Bargarh, Bhadrak, 
Boudh, Cuttack, Deogarh, Gan-
jam, Jagatsingpur, Kalahandi, 
Kandhamal, Kendrapara, Ke-
onjhar, Koraput, Malkangiri, 
Mayurbhanj, Puri, Rayagada, 
Sambalpur, Subarnapur, and 
Sundargarh.

As of January 21, 2025, near-
ly 60 per cent of the vulnerable 
population—including previ-
ous TB patients, household 

contacts of TB patients, people 
with malnutrition, diabetics, 
individuals living with HIV, 
elderly persons (over 60 years), 
smokers, and alcoholics—has 
been successfully mapped and 
screened for TB. Offi cial sourc-
es revealed that a total of 4,668 

TB cases have been diagnosed 
across these 20 districts.

In line with the ongoing cam-
paign, Health and Family Wel-
fare Commissioner-cum-Sec-
retary Aswathy S and Mission 
Director of the National Health 
Mission (NHM) Brundha D held 

a meeting with the Collectors 
of the 20 campaign districts to 
review the progress, address 
challenges, and discuss further 
action points for improving out-
comes. 

During the meeting, it was 
resolved that district author-
ities should conduct weekly 
reviews of campaign activities 
to assess the quality of inter-
ventions and ensure effective 
results. The Panchayati Raj 
department was advised to 
provide additional nutritional 
support to active TB patients 
under the PMTBMBA scheme 
using the Gram Panchayat De-
velopment Plan (GPDP) budget.

Strengthening collaborations 
with NGOs, corporates, and 
other stakeholders as Ni-kshay 

Mitras is expected to ensure a 
comprehensive approach to TB 
care, including nutrition and 
social support for patients.

Districts lagging behind were 
urged to take immediate correc-
tive actions to address gaps and 
ensure the campaign remains 
on track.

The campaign has garnered 
signifi cant support from vari-
ous sectors, including govern-
ment, civil society, and other 
stakeholders, all working to-
gether towards achieving a 
TB-free Odisha. 

The H&FW department re-
mains committed to eliminat-
ing TB in the state through 
sustained efforts, strategic 
collaboration, and robust 
service delivery.

Odisha intensifi es campaign to eliminate tuberculosis
 ‘100-Day Intensifi ed 
Campaign’ aimed at 

targeting 20 high 
mortality districts in the 

state by actively screening 
and diagnosing TB cases 

among vulnerable 
population

BHUBANESWAR: Four people 
were injured in a vehicle pile-up, 
involving two Mo Buses and two 
cars, in Bhubaneswar Thursday 
morning, police said. The accident 
occurred around 8.30 am on the 
Rajmahal Square-Master Canteen 
Road when a state-run Mo Bus 
(EV bus) applied sudden bakes as 
a scooter came in front of it at a 
crossing, they said. Another Mo 
Bus (diesel Midi bus), which was 
behind, hit it as it couldn't apply 
brakes on time. Subsequently, this 
bus was hit by a car, which was 
struck by another car from behind, 
they added. “A scooter suddenly 
came in front of my bus. So, I had 
to apply the brakes to save it. My 
bus was moving slowly but the 
other bus was speeding and hit my 
bus from behind,” said the driver of 
the EV bus. Four passengers who 
were injured in the accident were 
admitted to the Capital Hospital, 
a police offi cer said. The buses 
and the fi rst car suffered severe 
damage, while the last vehicle's 
damage was lesser, he said. 
Meanwhile, a statement issued by 
the Capital region Urban Transport 
(CRUT) said that the captain 
(driver) of the diesel Midi bus has 
been suspended for not keeping an 
adequate distance from the EV bus. 

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, Jan 23: The 
Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Cell (ED-Cell) of Odisha 
University at Technology and 
Research (OUTR) organised 
here the E-Summit 2025 Janu-
ary 21 and 22, bringing together 
academicians, industry leaders, 
and aspiring entrepreneurs to 
promote innovation and entre-
preneurial excellence. 

The event featured distin-
guished guests, including KIIT-
TBI head Amaresh Panda, uni-
versity vice-chancellor Bibhuti 
Bhushan Biswal, Ranjan Ku-
mar Pradhan, and Students’ 
Welfare dean Jibitesh Mishra.

Entrepreneurs like Coco-
boards founder Aryaman Das, 
Newrup Tech Solutions Pri-
vate Limited founder Anup 
Paikaray, Plantery founder 
Abhishek Mohapatra and Y3X 
founder Subham Jena engaged 
participants during the ‘Invest 

Up’ session. The summit also 
sported competitions such as 
Pitch War, IPL Auction, B-Plan, 
and Marketeer, drawing enthu-
siastic participation from stu-
dents across Odisha. 

The closing ceremony fea-
tured Bhubaneswar-based 
textile fi rm Cedrafi l director 
Mukesh Nayak, as the chief 
guest, with winners honoured 

by training and placement offi -
cer Bibhu Prasad Das, Sudhan-
shu Shekhar Sahu and Ranjan 
Kumar Pradhan. 

The event showcased the 
university’s commitment 
to fostering innovation and 
entrepreneurship and will 
defi nitely encourage aspiring 
scholars and entrepreneurs in 
the years to come.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Jan 23: An in-
ternational conference on Blue 
Economy at KIIT University 
was organised here Thursday, 
focusing on potential of marine 
ecosystems in advancing sus-
tainable growth. 

Held in collaboration with 
Bhubaneswar City Knowledge 
Innovation Cluster (BCKIC), 
BRIC-ILS and IIT Ropar, the 
event saw over 800 partici-
pants including policymakers, 
researchers, and students from 
across the globe.

The event was marked by 
insightful discussions, exhibi-
tions, and a renewed focus on 
leveraging Odisha’s maritime 
heritage and resources. 

It also showcased work of 50 

startup companies, specialising 
in marine biotechnology, aqua-
culture, and tourism, refl ecting 
state’s growing prominence in 
the blue economy landscape.

Joining on the occasion, 
Deputy Chief Minister Pravati 
Parida emphasised the state’s 
strategic importance in India’s 

blue economy vision. With an 
extensive coastline of over 
400km, Odisha is poised to play 
a signifi cant role in advancing 
India’s maritime sector, she 
said.

Union government’s depart-
ment of Science and Technol-
ogy secretary Rajesh Gokhle 

said, “Marine ecosystems pro-
vide an economic engine that 
includes fi sheries, tourism, and 
biotechnology, contributing bil-
lion annually.”

PSA scientifi c secretary 
Parvinder Maini, BRIC-ILS di-
rector Debasish Dash and KIIT-
TBI CEO Mrutyunjay Suar also 
shared their perspectives on 
the occasion.

KIIT and KISS founder 
Achyuta Samanta said, “Blue 
economy encompasses a range 
of activities, including fi sher-
ies, aquaculture, and tourism. 
This conference is a step toward 
shaping Bharat’s own growth 
model by utilising marine re-
sources sustainably,” he said.

The Vice Chancellor KIIT-DU 
Prof. Saranjit Singh also attend-
ed the event.

KIIT hosts int’l conference on blue economy

Entrepreneurial brilliance on 
display at OUTR E-Summit

Mo Buses’ collision 
in City leaves 4 hurt  

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Berhampur, 
Jan 23: A 26-year-old Navy of-
fi cial who has been “missing” 
since Sunday, was last seen dis-
embarking from a train at the 
Ichchapuram railway station in 
Andhra Pradesh, and leaving 
the premises in an autorick-
shaw, a police offi cer said.

The Navy offi cial, Sourav 
Kumar Patra, left his home-
town Berhampur in Odisha’s 
Ganjam district to join duty at 
a Naval unit in Kerala’s Kochi 
in the early hours of Sunday.

His family could not contact 
him since then and registered 
a complaint with the police 
Wednesday.

During the investigation, the 
police found that the offi cial de-
boarded a train at Ichchapur-
am railway station in Andhra 
Pradesh the same day.

“CCTV footage showed the 
Navy offi cial Sourav Kumar 
Patra stepping out of the train 
at the station and boarding an 
auto-rickshaw later,” the In-
spector-in-Charge (IIC) of Town 
Police Station, Berhampur, 
Soubhagya Swain, said.

After verifi cation of the 
CCTV footage, the police found 

out that he was leaving the Ich-
chapuram railway station on 
his own. He safely boarded the 
autorickshaw from the railway 
station Sunday, the police offi -
cer said.

Preliminary investigation 
indicated that he might have 
returned to Berhampur and 
thereafter, left for Bhubaneswar 
in a bus, the police offi cer said, 
adding that his voter ID card 
was found from the over-bridge 
at Lanjipalli in the city. He also 
left his laptop at home.

“We have seized all and 
verifi ed his call detail records 
(CDR),” Swain said.

Patra's uncle Amulya Kumar 
Jena said the Navy offi cial did 
not reach Kochi.

Police said two cases have 
been registered in the incident, 
one at Berhampur Town Police 
Station and another with the 
Government Railway Police 
(GRP) Station in Berhampur.

Patra joined the Indian Navy 
in 2019 and was working in the 
communication section at the 
Naval base in Kerala’s Kochi, 
his family said Wednesday.

He had come home last 
month to attend a marriage 
ceremony, his brother Sameer 
said. According to Sameer’s 
complaint, Sourav Patra left 
home early Sunday (January 
19) morning and took a train 
to Visakhapatnam. He was sup-
posed to catch a fl ight to Kochi 
at 12.30 pm from there.

His phone was switched off 
soon after he left home Sunday 
morning, Sameer said.

After getting no information 
about his whereabouts, the fam-
ily lodged a missing complaint 
with the Berhampur Town po-
lice station Wednesday.

The missing offi cial's family 
has urged the police and the 
Indian Navy to trace Patra as 
soon as possible.

Missing Navy offi cial 
seen at AP rly station

IN FULL SWING: Parade rehearsal for Republic Day at Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar, Thursday OP PHOTO

Workshop on NEP ends
Bhubaneswar: A three-day workshop 
on implementing the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020 ended at the Regional 
Institute of Education here Thursday. Ten 
groups discussed key aspects, including 
curriculum frameworks, dropout reduction, 
teacher training, and digital education. 
Suggestions included introducing Sishu 
Vatika by 2025, developing Odisha-
specifi c textbooks, and improving ICT 
in higher secondary institutions. The 
workshop emphasised creating a single 
State Curriculum Framework (SCF) 
refl ecting Odisha’s cultural diversity 
and drafting a vision document on the 
state’s educational legacy. 

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Jan 23: Nehru 
Yuva Kendra Sangathan, Khur-
da (NYK), in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports and the Traffi c Com-
missionerate Police, observed 
National Road Safety Week 
2025 to address the alarming 
rate of road accidents in Odi-
sha, where 5,000 lives are lost 
annually.

Held from January 19 to 
23, the event mobilised 500 
volunteers at key locations 
across Bhubaneswar, includ-
ing Gohiria Square, Madan-
pur Square, KIIT University 
Square, Patia Square and other. 

Volunteers used placards, 
street plays, and slogans to 
emphasise critical safety issues 
like the dangers of drunk-driv-
ing, the importance of wearing 
helmets, and adopting cautious 
driving habits.

NYK state director Shivaji 
Murlidhar Kharat, emphasised 

the importance of individual re-
sponsibility. “Self-awareness is 
the key to road safety. Drivers 
must remain alert and cautious 
at all times,” he said, adding 
that youth play a vital role in 
tackling issues like drunk-driv-
ing and non-compliance with 
safety gear.

The initiative was overseen 
by district youth offi cer Vipin 
Kumar, with support from Su-
vendranath Sahoo and Kula-
mani Mallik. The programme 
aimed to foster collective re-
sponsibility for road safety and 
reduce the loss of lives.

Reports indicate that road ac-
cidents claim over one lakh lives 
annually in India, with Odisha 
contributing to more than 47,000 
fatalities in the last decade.

Key factors include 
over-speeding, drunk-driv-
ing, and mobile phone use. 
The campaign underscored 
the urgent need for safe driv-
ing practices to combat these 
preventable tragedies.

National road safety week 
raises awareness in Odisha
Volunteers engage the public in safety campaigns across City 

to tackle road accidents and promote responsible driving
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Kendrapara, Jan 23: The 
Bhitarkanika National Park, a 
Ramsar wetland site in Kend-
rapara district, has reported a 
marginal increase in crocodile 
population as per the fi ndings 
of the latest census of reptiles.

Though the increase in pop-
ulation is marginal, the rise 
in the number of reptiles is 
indicative of the fact that the 
national park continues to be a 
safe, congenial habitat for salt-
water crocodiles, said Assistant 
Conservator of Forest (ACF), 
Rajnagar Mangrove (Wildlife) 
Forest Division, Manas Das.

While 1,826 saltwater croc-
odiles were counted this year 
along the water bodies of the 
Bhitarkanika river system and 
Mahanadi deltaic region, the 
census fi gure recorded last year 
stood at 1,811, said the offi cer.

The growth in crocodile num-
bers has been mainly reported 
in hatchlings, yearlings and 
juvenile crocs. However, the 
adult and sub-adult crocs of 6 
to 8 feet have also reported a 
slight drop in their numbers 
compared to last year, he said.

While 346 adults above 8 feet 
were counted this time, 348 
adult species had been sighted 
in 2024. Similarly, 164 sub-adult 
(6 to 8 feet) crocs were found 
during this year’s annual cen-
sus as against 167 counted in 
2024, the offi cial said.

The annual crocodile estima-
tion exercise was conducted by 
22 teams in 51 segments in the 
Bhitarkanika National Park 
and Sanctuary, Gahirmatha 
Sanctuary and Mahanadi del-
taic areas. This year favourable 
weather conditions resulted in 
better sightings of crocodiles in 
the rivers and creeks, he said.

The Forest department said 
that estuarine crocodiles are 

also found in West Bengal’s 
Sundarbans, having the coun-
try’s largest mangrove cover. 
Besides, the mangrove wet-
lands in Andaman Islands are 
home to these species, but those 
cannot match the density and 
population of crocodiles in wild 

habitats of Bhitarkanika.
Census was conducted both 

in day and night hours. Due to 
favourable climatic conditions 
such as clear and sunny weath-
er, low day and night tempera-
ture in water and favourable 
tide conditions, counting of 

crocodiles was has-
sle-free. The region is 
crisscrossed by innu-
merable water inlets, 
creeks and nullahs, 
all forming the part 
of Bhitarkanika river 
system.
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Berhampur, Jan 23: Seven 
benefi ciaries of PM Surya Ghar 
Muft Bijlee Yojana from Gan-
jam district will be attending 
as special guests the Republic 
Day parade at Kartavya Path 
in New Delhi January 26, an 
offi cial said Thursday.

The benefi ciaries have in-
stalled rooftop solar panel un-
der the scheme and made the 
best use of the government’s 
fl agship programme.

PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijlee 
Yojana is a central scheme that 
aims to provide free electrici-
ty to one crore households in 
India, who opt to install roof-
top solar electricity unit. The 
households will be able to get 
300 units of electricity free 
every month. They will leave 
Bhubaneswar January 24 and 
return January 27, after attend-
ing the parade, the offi cial said. 

The special guests invited 
across the country by the Cen-
tral government to witness the 
colourful parade are from dif-
ferent walks of life, including 

the best performers in different 
fi elds and those who have made 
the best use of various schemes 
of the government, he said.

“An offi cer of the Ministry 
of New and Renewable Energy 
informed me about the special 
invitation to the parade at New 
Delhi, after they collected infor-
mation about the installation of 
the rooftop solar panel under 
the PM Surya Ghar Yojana 
in my house at Gandhi Nagar 
here,” said A Balakrushna (64), 
a retired ayurvedic offi cer.

Balakrushna has installed a 
3-kw solar system in his house 
under the scheme with `2.25 
lakh and availed `75,000 sub-
sidy from the Central govern-
ment. “Now I will apply for the 
subsidy from the state govern-
ment,” he said.

Since he installed the sys-
tem in June last year, he did 
not pay any electric charge, he 
claimed. Earlier, he used to pay 
an average of `1,000 per month, 
Balakrushna said.

Jeetendriya Mopaptra (56) of 
Kautik Nagar, Goshaninuagaon 
here, who was also invited as 
special guest for the Republic 
Day celebration, said he had 
installed a 2-kw solar system 
on his rooftop in June last year.

The cost of the project was 
`1.35 lakh and out of it ` 62,000 
was the subsidy under the 
scheme.

The benefi ciaries said for the 
protection of the environment, 
they have decided to switch 
over to the solar energy system, 
which is, according to them, the 
future source of electricity.

Marginal increase in croc population in Bhitarkanika

National park reopens for tourists after census
The Bhitarkanika National Park in Kendrapara district reopened for tourists Thursday after remaining 

closed for nine days, an offi cial said. The national park was closed from January 14 to 22 for the 
annual census of the estuarine crocodiles and migratory birds. Tourists and visitors intending to visit 
Bhitarkanika should log on to www.ecotourodisha.com and ensure their bookings. To attract tourists 
from across India and abroad, the Forest department has forest rest house facilities in Dangamala, 
Agaranasi, Habalikothi, Gupti and Eakakula, said an offi cial. A strict ban has been imposed on the infl ux 
of plastic disposables in protected areas and tourists are advised not to carry polythene and litter plastic 
bottles and other items in the forest. Green protocol will be strictly implemented, said the Forest offi cial. 

33 ALBINO CROCS SIGHTED
Much to the delight of wildlife lovers, as many as 33 albino crocodiles were 

sighted by the enumerators during the census in Bhitarkanika. Most of 
the albino crocodiles, spotted by the enumerators, were less than 15 feet 
long, an offi cial said. The brackish water bodies of the national park have now 
emerged as most favourable habitation corridors for white crocodiles. The 
typical complexion of these reptiles was mainly because of the genetic pig-
ment malformation and mutant variation. Apart from the 33 white crocodiles, 
Bhitarkanika is also the abode of three other white crocodiles , including 
49-year-old female albino Gori , 21-year-old albino Mali and 6-year-old albino 
Sundari , living in captivity in the park’s enclosure. The Bhitarkanika National 
Park has over the years established itself as the country’s most preferred 
abode of the albino estuarine crocodiles.

7 PM Surya Ghar benefi ciaries from
Ganjam to attend R-Day fete in Delhi

Hanging bodies of 
lovebirds recovered
Kalimela: Two lovebirds commit-
ted suicide by hanging from a tree 
near a hill in Tumkimadka village 
under Gamphakonda panchayat and 
Kalimela police limits in Malkangiri 
district, police said Thursday. The 
matter came to the fore Thursday as 
police recovered the bodies from a 
jungle. The deceased duo belongs to 
Gamphakonda panchayat, sources 
said. Police said the duo might have 
taken the drastic step three to four 
days back as they registered a case 
and launched an investigation, Ka-
limela IIC Chandrakanta Tandi said.
A scientific team from Koraput was 
pressed into service as the deceased 
girl’s father lodged a complaint at 
the Kalimela police station. Sources 
said that the lovebirds went to see 
Makar fair at Bhejangiwarda village 
but did not return home. Family 
members searched for them but 
failed to trace them. Family members 
were informed of their suicide at 
around 2pm Thursday afternoon. 
They rushed to the jungle and found 
their decomposed bodies hanging. It 
is suspected that they have commit-
ted suicide over love affair.

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Jan 23: The Nation-
al Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) has issued a fi nal re-
minder to the Secretary of the 
Union Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare (MoH&FW), 
urging the submission of ac-
tion taken reports (ATRs) by 
March 1. The NHRC in the or-
der issued January 22 warned 
that failure to comply would 
compel it to invoke its powers 
under Section 13 of the Protec-
tion of Human Rights Act, 1993.

The ultimatum comes after 
failure of the MoH&FW in sub-
mitting the requisite report 
despite repeated directions 
and a subsequent reminder. 
The NHRC had previously 
addressed the complaint of hu-
man rights activist and senior 
advocate Radhakanta Tripathy, 
who highlighted the suffering 

of the public due to inadequate 
functioning of Primary Health 
Centres (PHCs), Community 
Health Centres (CHCs) and 
district hospitals across vari-
ous Indian states.

The apex rights body, in its 
proceedings dated June 13, 
2024, directed the Secretary of 
the MoH&FW to submit an ATR 
within four weeks. However, 
the report was not submitted. 
A follow-up directive was is-
sued December 5, 2024, giving 
the ministry an additional four 

weeks to provide the report. 
Despite repeated reminders, 
no report has been received by 
the commission.

Tripathy’s complaint cited 
deaths among vulnerable pop-
ulations due to poor health-
care infrastructure, a lack of 
staff, and insuffi cient medical 
resources. He requested the 
NHRC to intervene and ensure 
that their basic human rights 
are protected by improving 
healthcare services. His recom-
mendations included improving 

staffi ng at PHCs, CHCs, and dis-
trict hospitals, implementing 
electronic attendance for staff, 
preventing private practice by 
government doctors by provid-
ing them Non-Practicing Al-
lowance (NPA), ensuring trans-
parent transfer and promotion 
processes, and establishing 
super-specialty hospitals ev-
ery 100kms with National Ac-
creditation Board for Hospitals 
(NABH) accreditation.

The NHRC, acknowledging 
Tripathy’s complaint, had ini-
tially directed the ministry to 
submit an ATR by 10 July, 2024. 
In the absence of any response, 
the commission issued a second 
directive December 5, 2024. The 
fi nal reminder has now been is-
sued with a deadline of March 
1 for the submission of the re-
port, failing which the NHRC 
may take further action. 

NHRC ultimatum to MoH&FW Secy

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Jan 23: Sundar-
garh Collector Manoj Satyawan 
Mahajan convened a meeting 
Thursday at the district head-
quarters to review safety and 
security protocols across indus-
tries and mining operations in 
the region. The meeting fol-
lowed a major industrial acci-
dent at Dalmia Bharat Cement 
Limited in Rajgangpur.

The meeting brought togeth-
er owners of industries and 
mines operating across the dis-
trict to assess safety, security, 
and worker facilities on their 
premises. The administration’s 
delayed action in addressing 
these concerns drew mixed re-
actions, with some expressing 
relief that the issue was fi nally 
receiving attention.

During the meeting, Ma-
hajan emphasised the impor-
tance of prioritising workers’ 
safety. “Ensuring the safety 
and security of employees is 
your foremost responsibility, 
and any negligence on this 
front is unacceptable,” he said. 
Mahajan also highlighted the 
importance of maintaining dis-
cipline, instructing owners to 
ensure that no worker enters 
the premises in an inebriated 
state. He urged all industries 
to conduct regular safety drills 
and take cues from the Rourke-
la Steel Plant, which conducts 
such drills routinely.

Additional District Magistrate 
(ADM) Ashutosh Kulkarni took 
a fi rm stance, reminding partic-
ipants of their responsibilities. 
“Providing compensation or a 
job to a victim’s family doesn’t 
absolve you of your duties. 
Your responsibility extends 
far beyond that,” Kulkarni 
said. He also underscored the 
need for adequate facilities as 
mandated by the Factory Act, 
including basic amenities and 
on-site healthcare, and called for 
monthly reports on safety drills 
to be submitted to the concerned 
government departments.

Superintendent of Police (SP) 
Nitesh Wadhwani cautioned 
against withholding informa-
tion during emergencies. “Sup-
pressing facts leads to spread 
of misinformation, as we saw 
recently. Sharing accurate in-
formation during such times is 
crucial,” he said.

The meeting highlighted 
the district administration’s 
renewed focus on ensuring 
industrial safety, as it urged 
stakeholders to take preventive 
measures to avoid mishaps in 
the future.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, Jan 23: The principal 
and an economics lecturer of 
Abhimanyu Samantsinghar 
Degree College in Bari, under 
Jajpur district, have been sus-
pended following allegations of 
attempted sexual assault on a 
girl student inside classroom. 
The incident sparked unrest 
among students, leading to es-
calating tension on campus.

Jajpur Sub-Collector Anshu-
man Satapathy issued the sus-
pension order Thursday, citing 
dereliction of duty and actions 
taken without prior approval 
based on a report by the Bari 
IIC. Principal Sudhir Kumar 

Raut and lecturer Bidyadhar 
Dhal were reportedly abscond-
ing without authorisation, 
prompting the disciplinary ac-
tion. The order specifi es that 
during their suspension, both 
of them must report at their pri-
mary workplace at Gopaband-
hu Choudhury Degree College 
at Ramachandrapur in Bari, 
and must not leave the premis-
es without offi cial permission.

Meanwhile, the fast-onto-
death hunger strike by the 
survivor and her mother en-
tered the second day on the 
college premises. Jajpur SP 
Yashpratap Shrimal and MP 
Rabi Narayan Behera visited 

the spot and tried to placate 
the agitators Thursday.

The allegations date back to 
January 6, when lecturer Dhal 
allegedly tried to sexually as-
sault the student in the class-
room. The victim fi led a formal 
complaint with the Bari police 
station January 15. However, 
with no immediate action taken 
by the police, the victim attempt-
ed self-immolation January 20 
on the college premises, further 
intensifying the situation.

Following the complaint, an 
FIR (16/2025) was registered 
at Bari police station. Inves-
tigations into the matter are 
ongoing.

Sundargarh Collector
reviews industry safety

2 HELD FOR SETTING 
FIRE IN FOREST
R Udayagiri: Forest offi cials 
Wednesday arrested two persons 
on charges of illegally chopping 
trees and setting a fi re in a forest 
near here in Gajapati district. The 
accused were identifi ed as Thomas 
Bhuan and James Badraita of 
Paribheta village. The accused were 
arrested after Paralakhemundi DFO 
S Anand, over a tip-off, directed 
forest ranger Uma Shankar Bisoi 
to crackdown on such activities. 
Accordingly a team led by ranger 
Bisoi comprising foresters Santosh 
Sahu, Bijay Moharana, and Mojesh 
Sabar, forest guard Priyanka 
Dalabehera and other para-staff 
conducted a raid and arrested the 
two persons.  A case was registered 
in this connection and the accused 
produced in the court. They were 
remanded to the judicial custody 
after the magistrate rejected their 
bail pleas.

Vijayvargiya slams 
Cong during Samvidhan 
Gaurav Abhiyan lecture
POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Jan 23: Kailash Vijayvargiya, 
Madhya Pradesh Minister for Urban De-
velopment and Housing, delivered a sharp 
critique of the Congress party during a lec-
ture at the Samvidhan Gaurav Abhiyan 
in Rourkela, Wednesday. In his nearly 
30-minute address, Vijayvargiya accused 
Congress of disrespecting the Indian Con-
stitution for political gain, contrasting the 
party’s stance with that of the BJP.

Speaking to a packed auditorium at 
Mayfair Village, Vijayvargiya high-
lighted what he described as Congress’ 
history of undermining the Constitution. 
“The Congress has always insulted the 
Constitution to cling to power or appease 
specifi c groups,” he said.

He also targeted Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi, questioning whether the 
red book he carries includes an image 
of Ram, which was part of the original 
Constitution. “His family has consistently 
disrespected the Constitution, while the 
BJP has upheld it,” Vijayvargiya added.

Vijayvargiya further accused Gandhi of 
tarnishing India’s image with false claims 
that Sikhs, Muslims, and Dalits are unsafe 
in the country. He also criticised Gandhi’s 
stance on the 1984 anti-Sikh riots, quoting 
remarks made by Rajiv Gandhi at the time.

Principal, lecturer suspended
over rape bid on girl student



W hen governments adopted the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015, they pledged to eliminate 
hunger and poverty. But today, as the SDGs’ 2030 deadline 

approaches, a gulf separates their initial ambition and the reality 
on the ground. The 2020s are shaping up to be a lost decade for de-
velopment – and the world’s most vulnerable children are bearing 
the brunt of this slowdown.

The future envisaged by the SDGs is drifting out of reach. In 2030, 
some 620 million people are projected to live in extreme poverty (de-
fi ned by the World Bank as an income below $2.15 per day). Progress 
toward the eradication of hunger stalled over a decade ago. At the 
current pace, there will be 582 million people living with chronic 
undernutrition in 2030 – the same number as a decade ago, when 
the SDGs were adopted.

This widening gap between ambition and achievement dispropor-
tionately affects young people under 18. Children account for around 
one-third of the global population, but more than half of the world’s 
poor. Currently, 237 million of the 333 million children living in 
extreme poverty are in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). According to our 
estimates, based on UN and World Bank projections, that number 
will increase to 326 million by 2030.

Undernutrition is taking a devastating 
toll. In the world’s poorest countries, around 
258 million children are living with hunger 
– 56 million more than in 2015. For these 
children, hunger is not an occasional source 
of stress but a grinding reality of daily life. 
Chronic undernutrition means that millions 
of children are affected by stunting – one of 
the major risk factors for impaired brain de-
velopment. Stunting rates are falling, but at 
just one-quarter of the rate needed to achieve 
the SDG targets; they remain over 30 per cent 
in South Asia and SSA. At the current rate of 
progress, there will be 36 million more chil-
dren living with stunting than there would 
be if the SDG for hunger were met.

Poverty and hunger have devastating ef-
fects on educational outcomes and social mo-
bility. Some 84 million children are at risk of 
being out of education by the 2030 deadline, 
undermining progress toward universal edu-
cation. Without an education, adolescents are 
often forced into work and early marriage, 
dashing their hopes of a better future. And 
hunger in the classroom is a powerful imped-
iment to concentration and learning.

Too often, discussions about the SDGs 
descend into futile hand-wringing over dis-
appointing progress. But hand-wringing is 
a luxury poor and hungry children can ill 
afford. They need practical policies that can make a difference in 
their lives by 2030. To that end, we are advocating a major initiative 
to achieve universal school meals in the poorest countries, backed 
by a new global funding mechanism.

Programmes in India, Brazil, and many other countries have 
shown that providing a meal in school improves nutrition, allows 
children to learn free from the debilitating effects of hunger, and is 
the most cost-effective way to reduce child poverty. For the poorest 
families, a school meal is an in-kind transfer that eases pressure 
on the household budget, making it possible to keep children in 
education. As a result, school meals increase enrollment and re-
duce dropout rates, especially among the poorest children. They 
also enable children to learn more. Ghana’s large-scale school meal 
programme led to learning outcomes equivalent to an additional 
year of schooling.

Procurement of school meals has the added benefi t of creating 
economic opportunities for rural communities, where some 80 per 
cent of the extreme poor live. In Brazil, one-third of the school-meals 
budget is earmarked for smallholder farmers, linking healthy diets 
for children to more resilient and sustainable livelihoods.

According to research by the Sustainable Finance Initiative of the 
Free School Meals Coalition, providing another 236 million children 
in the world’s poorest countries with free school meals would cost 
$3.6 billion per year until 2030. Much of that funding could come 
from developing-country governments, but an additional $1.2 billion 
annually in outside aid would be needed.

Current development assistance falls well below this amount and 
is hopelessly fragmented. Instead of investing in the development of 
national programmes, donors throw aid around like confetti, funding 
small-scale, disconnected projects that often fail to deliver lasting 
results. Only a small amount of aid – around $280 million annually 
– goes toward school feeding, and most of this comes in the form of 
food aid provided by the United States, which is less effi cient and 
far less effective than buying food from local farmers.

There is an alternative. Global health funds – most notably 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis, and Malaria – pool donor resources around a shared 
purpose, supporting national development plans and raising reve-
nue through three-year replenishments and innovative financing 
mechanisms.

These principles should underpin a new global initiative for school 
meals. Momentum for change is already building. The Global Alli-
ance Against Hunger and Poverty, led by Brazilian President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva, has identifi ed school feeding as a priority, while 
the World Bank has pledged to make it a central plank of a wider 
strategy to strengthen social safety nets worldwide. More than 100 
governments have joined the School Meals Coalition working to 
achieve universal school-meal provision by 2030, and some countries, 
including Indonesia, Nepal, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Honduras, have 
drawn up their own ambitious plans.

Under the leadership of Raj Shah, the Rockefeller Foundation 
has invested signifi cantly in the School Meals Impact Accelerator, 
which provides technical support to countries trying to scale up 
their programs. The Accelerator’s initial goal is to reach 150 million 
children by 2030 – more than double the number currently receiving 
school meals in low-income and lower-middle-income countries.

The challenge now is to bring these initiatives together to expand 
their reach, making them more than the sum of their parts. A good 
fi rst step would be to create a clearinghouse through which govern-
ments can submit school-feeding proposals and donors can pool and 
coordinate their funding.

As the fi nal countdown toward the SDGs’ 2030 deadline begins, we 
must develop practical, achievable, and affordable initiatives that 
can transcend political polarisation and deliver results that remind 
the world of what is possible. Universal school meals can do just that.

Gordon Brown, a former Prime Minister of the UK, 
is UN Special Envoy for Global Education and Chair of 

Education Cannot Wait. Kevin Watkins is a visiting 
professor at the Firoz Lalji Institute for 

Africa at the London School of Economics. 

D
onald John Trump 
resumed offi ce of the 
American President 
for the second term 

after a gap of four years. There 
is a good deal of discussion 
across the world, certainly in 
India about the nature of the 
swearing-in ceremony and 
the participation of various 
countries. The media is full of 
who’s who among the attend-
ees, especially who attended 
and who did not or could not. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who is considered to be 
a close friend of Trump, was 
conspicuous by his absence. 
Critics, admirers and a sec-
tion of media are raising a 
hullaballoo about Modi being 
‘ignored’ by the swearing-in 
ceremony team of Trump. 

In the 248 years of American 
political history, the conven-
tion has been to invite junior 
ministers or diplomats not 
the Heads of Governments or 
States to the inauguration of 
American Presidents. Trump, 
as per his wont, broke the 
tradition and invited a few 
Heads of Governments and 
politicians mainly from the 
right-wing of the ideological 
spectrum. He also invited 
some of his rivals, notably 
Xi Jinping of China. On both 
counts – right-wing as well as 
breaking the tradition – Modi 
was an obvious candidate to be 
in the Capitol Hill. 

Why was then Modi left out? 
Was it a deliberate omission 
by the Trump administration? 
It could certainly not be an 
oversight. There could be two 
possible interpretations. One, 
in case of India, Trump team 
stuck to the tradition and did 
not invite Modi as the Head of 
Govt. This perspective fl ies in 
the face as Modi is supposed to 
be close to Trump. 

The second interpretation 
is that Modi was purposefully 
not invited to the inaugural 
ceremony. This point of view 

merits introspection and in-
vestigation as India-America 
relations are becoming closer 
or rather should be stronger in 
view of the emerging geopolit-
ical scenario in Asia Pacifi c. If 
we stick to the theory of Modi 
being ignored, it is in order 
that the reasons for such even-
tuality should be identifi ed. 

To my mind, three possible 
reasons pop-up; these are, In-
dia’s strategic autonomy, New 
Delhi trashing American agen-
cies on democracy rating etc. 
and its turbulent bilateralism 
with Canada in recent times. 
Let us elaborate on these 
points as it is time for reality 
check irrespective of Modi’s 
absence from the ceremony 
and in view of ascendency of 
Trump to the high table. 

Some of us have been argu-
ing that strategic autonomy, 
a reformulation of non-align-
ment, or a euphemism for 
multi-alignment is not a tena-
ble position in an inter-depen-
dent world. Any country big or 
small can ill-afford strategic 
autonomy. Big powers will not 
appreciate or accept such po-
sitions. Certainly, not Trump 
who likes to have friends and 
enemies. His team, from his 

last term, has openly declared 
China as a strategic rival, but 
has not said clearly that India 
is a friend like Washington 
treats Japan, South Korea, 
Taiwan, Israel, the UK, Cana-
da and a few other countries. 
New Delhi is paying a heavy 
price with its defence purchas-
es to build its deterrence in the 
name of strategic autonomy. 

Interestingly, New Delhi is 
being paid in its own coin, so 
to say, as other countries, cer-
tainly its neighbours, are bal-
ancing their relations between 
Beijing and New Delhi perhaps 
in the name of strategic auton-
omy. Take the case of Nepal, 
which has been the closest ally 
of India, Sri Lanka, again the 
closest to India, Bangladesh, 
which is balancing India with 
Pakistan, and Maldives. Paki-
stan has walked into the Chi-
nese sphere of infl uence and 
has almost become a satellite 
state. Can New Delhi blame 
the smaller neighbours when 
it has been doing the same with 
the US on one hand and China 
and Russia on the other? 

Following the concept of 
strategic autonomy, India 
also has erroneously started 
behaving as a big power. In-

dia becoming the fi fth largest 
economy in terms of GDP has 
perhaps given that premature 
confi dence. Politicians in pow-
er are overstating this fact for 
political purposes. Yet, it is im-
portant to realise that India has 
not arrived at the world stage. 
A slice of statistics should dis-
pel that misconception. 

In terms of per capita GDP, 
India ranks 142nd. The growth 
rate, which was 7.8% between 
2004 and 2014, has come down 
to 5.8%. This is not enough to 
be a developed country and a 
world power by 2047. Is India 
the fastest growing economy? 
Yes, it is, but it has been the 
second fastest for over 20 
years. As the Chinese econ-
omy, which was the fastest, 
slowed down, India became 
number one. 

On relations with Canada, 
the American government 
will be very sensitive as they 
consider it to be their back-
yard. In fact, Trump, in his 
inimitable style, has suggest-
ed that Canada should become 
the 51st state of USA. Justin 
Trudeau who was sparring 
with Indian leadership has 
gone. The other party, name-
ly Modi may have also come 
under Trump’s scanner. This 
is allied with New Delhi con-
sistently trashing American 
agencies on their comments 
on Indian governance and de-
mocracy. Trump himself was 
the target of American media, 
yet he did not go after them. 

Modi being left out of Capitol 
Hill during inauguration may 
be a trivial political issue. But 
this important event should 
prompt the current leader-
ship to rethink on some of the 
points referred here. Self-intro-
spection and course-correction 
are necessary for democracy 
and good governance. 

The writer is Professor, 
NIIS Group of Institutions. 
 ©INFA
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Food for Thought

SPECTRUM EDUCATION

Changes needed for success of NEP 

Indigenous game 

Sir, Kho Kho is a robust and lovely indigenous game 
as well that has caught people’s imagination from 
time immemorial in the Indian subcontinent in gen-
eral and India in particular. While the intricacies of 
the game are familiar to almost every Indian, it may 
not be out of context to note that speed, stamina, skill 
and strategy are the cornerstones of a successful Kho 
kho team. These attributes were on full display in both 
the Indian men’s and women’s teams as they emerged 
victorious in the inaugural Kho Kho World Cup held 
at New Delhi. That the Indian men remained unbeat-
en in the tournament, where a galaxy of world teams 
participated, further validates the game’s increasing 
popularity in India. It is time games like Kho Kho are 
massively marketed in India to make them interesting 
to youngsters. More and more domestic tournaments, 
followed by efforts to include Kho Kho in Olympics, 
would be steps in the right direction..  

Ganapathi Bhat , AKOLA

Care not for time and 
success. Act out thy part, 
whether it be to fail or 
to prosper. 
 SRI AUROBINDO A REALITY CHECK

FOREIGN POLICY

Any country big or small can ill-afford 
strategic autonomy. Big powers will not 

appreciate or accept such positions. 
Certainly, not Trump who likes to have 

friends and enemies 

FOLLOWING 
THE CONCEPT 
OF STRATEGIC 

AUTONOMY, 
INDIA ALSO HAS 

ERRONEOUSLY 
STARTED 

BEHAVING AS A 
BIG POWER 

AT THE CURRENT 
PACE, THERE WILL 

BE 582 MILLION 
PEOPLE LIVING 
WITH CHRONIC 

UNDERNUTRITION 
IN 2030 – THE 

SAME NUMBER AS 
A DECADE AGO, 

WHEN THE SDGS 
WERE ADOPTED

DK Giri

Gordon Brown & 
Kevin Watkins

POVERTY IS 
A BIG FACTOR 

KEEPING 
PEOPLE AWAY 

FROM 
EDUCATION

Narendra Prasad Das

Corrective step 

Sir, The Supreme Court has given clear directions to inves-
tigating agencies and trial courts not to subject people to un-
tenable prosecution and mechanically framed charges in the 
cases of alleged abetment of suicide. These directions come as 
a corrective step in wrongful implementation of law. The Su-
preme Court warned the police that law should not be applied 
against people only to alleviate the distress of the family of the 
deceased. The police must ascertain that the accused person’s 
acts comply with the requirements of instigation and that his 
acts led to the suicide of the deceased. True, a suicide leaves 
the family of the deceased in distress. On the other hand, such a 
situation should not be used to level baseless allegations against 
people whom the family suspects to be responsible. There must 
be adequate evidence that fulfi l the requirements of abetment. 
Justice must be served for all in a balanced way. There must 
be solid evidence for the acts of abetment near to the time of 
committing suicide. In fact, the directions of the Supreme Court 
are applicable to all laws. 

Venu GS, KOLLAM

  

W e are living in a rap-
idly changing world, 
where change is so 

fast that we can hardly catch 
up unless we equip ourselves 
with the latest knowledge. 
Knowledge being the highest 
form of power its acquisition 
is gaining importance with 
every fl eeting second. It be-
comes, therefore, imperative 
to generate and gather infor-
mation and to process the 
information into knowledge. 
Conversion of information to 
knowledge is the essence of 
education.

In our part of the world, 
problems of this conver-
sion are compounded due to 
presence of all the Rostovi-
an stages of growth side by 
side. UNDP in its report on 
the poverty rate in 2021 stat-
ed that notwithstanding the 
decrease in poverty rate in 
India from 55.1% in 2005-06 
to 16.4% it is still in a group 
of fi ve countries having the 
largest number of persons 
living in dire poverty; the 
remaining four countries are 
Pakistan, Ethiopia, Nigeria 
and Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. Similarly, a 2021 
report of NITI Aayog reveals 
that in Odisha, 29.35% of peo-
ple are multi-dimensionally 
poor (poor in healthcare, ed-
ucation and living standard). 

Poverty is a big factor keeping 
people away from education.  

In fact, the Kothari Com-
mission had acknowledged 
the fact that social distance 
between the rich and the poor; 
educated and uneducated was 
widening more and more. Be-
sides, the Commission had al-
so realized that the education 
then in vogue was not in the 
tradition of the people and 
therefore, the educated peo-
ple were alienated from their 
culture and old values that 
held society together. The 
Commission had, therefore, 
rightly called for reshaping 
education both in form and 
substance which could not 
happen till 2020. Taking cues 
from Kothari Commission 
and path-fi nding suggestions 
from NEP-2020 about making 
education effective and pro-
ductive one can devise a plan 
for school education to begin 
with as school education is 
the gateway to the realm of 
higher education.

For making school educa-
tion attractive for children, 
it has to be useful for them 
as majority of them may en-
ter into the world of work at 
the end of school education. 
Simultaneously, it must mo-
tivate children going for high-
er education to be self-reliant 
and creatively hard working. 

To do that the curriculum for 
school level has to change. 
The change needed is to have 
a core curriculum dealing 
with national and state level 
ideals and goals and to devote 
at least 60% of the curriculum 
to local specifi c subjects and 
issues at the village and dis-
trict levels. To bring in the 
desired change we have to 
do away with a common set 
of textbooks and a common 
syllabus, and to formulate 
the core curriculum and level 
of competencies for different 
grades at the national and 
state levels with the help of 
experts, teachers and mem-
bers of the community. 

While handbooks for teach-
ers could be prepared on the 
basis of the core curriculum 
and levels of competencies, 
to help children in acquiring 
desired competencies in dif-
ferent areas of the curriculum 
specifi c study materials could 
be developed at local level. 
To test the understanding of 
students, objective methods 
for continuous and compre-
hensive evaluation have to 
be developed and executed 
earnestly. To ensure execu-
tion, regular monitoring has 
to be done by the authorities. 
If these steps are followed me-
ticulously, well deserving stu-
dents would defi nitely come 

for higher education. 
Coming to changes we 

could think of bringing into 
the fi eld of higher education, 
it is essential to know the 
form of higher education the 
NEP envisages. NEP aims at 
making India a super power of 
knowledge with an equitable 
and vibrant knowledge soci-
ety through a system of edu-
cation rooted in Indian ethos. 
To achieve this, the policy 
desires to nourish creativity 
and develop critical think-
ing ability in every student 
for which as enunciated in 
the policy, courses of studies 
should be fl exible doing away 
with artifi cial compartmen-
talisation as in the past into 
Arts, Science, or Business Ad-
ministration and Commerce. 
Teachers as facilitators would 
have to be able to recognise 
and identify the unique capa-
bilities of every student and 
guide accordingly. Teachers 
should therefore engage them-
selves in research to keep 
themselves abreast of latest 
developments in their spe-
cifi c fi elds and transfer it to 
students for which there may 
be two cadres of researchers 
and classroom teachers with 
free lateral exchange of the 
two cadres.

 The writer is a former 
Principal, BJB College.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Jan 23: Refuting per-
ceptions of roadblocks to bring 
back the mortal remains held 
in an urn in a Buddhist temple 
in Renkoji in Japan, widely be-
lieved to be that of Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose, a section 
of descendants of the national 
hero claim they have documen-
tary evidence to prove that the 
temple authorities have always 
been more than willing to hand 
over the ‘ashes’ to India.

The demand to bring back 
the remains and conduct DNA 
tests to affi rm whether they in-
deed belong to one of the tall-
est fi gures of India’s freedom 
struggle has been an abiding 
wish of a signifi cant bulk of Ne-
taji admirers who seek closure 
to one of India’s longest per-
sisting enigma: whether Bose 
perished in the aftermath of a 
fatal Japanese military aircraft 
crash in present-day Taiwan, 
August 18, 1945.

Reports of as many as 10 
national and international 
enquiries probing Netaji’s 
disappearance on that fateful 
day, now available in the na-
tional archives in New Delhi, 
have confi rmed Bose’s death at 
a hospital in the Japanese mil-
itary airfi eld in Taihoku, now 
Taiwan, as a result of the se-
vere burn injuries he suffered 
in the crash.

An exception to those com-
mittees’ fi ndings was that of 
the Commission chaired by 
retired Supreme Court judge 
Manoj Kumar Mukherjee, 
the last of the probe panels 
constituted by the Union gov-
ernment, which submitted its 
report in November 2005 and 
concluded that Bose “is dead”, 
though he “did not die in the 

plane crash, as alleged”.
“The ashes in the Japanese 

temple are not of Netaji,” the 
Commission had further con-
cluded. The Indian government 
had rejected the fi ndings of the 
Commission.

The confusion over the al-
leged “lack of cooperation” 
from the Renkoji temple 
priests, some descendants of 
Netaji maintained, could have 
arisen from the Mukherjee 
Commission report which 
blamed the “Temple author-
ities’ reticence” in allowing 
commission-designated ex-
perts to physically inspect 
and collect “potentially less 
charred bone pieces from the 
casket lying in their custody” 
for conducting DNA tests.

Speaking to PTI on the eve of 
Netaji’s 128th birth anniversa-
ry, Chandra Kumar Bose, the 
leader’s grand nephew, said, 
“The PMO and the Indian 
government must respond to 

the numerous letters sent by 
Prof Anita Bose Pfaff, Netaji’s 
daughter and other members 
of the Bose family regarding 
arrangements to bring Neta-
ji’s remains to India, which is 
lying in a foreign country.”

“Netaji wanted to return 
to Independent India, but he 
could not as he sacrifi ced his 
life fi ghting for India’s free-
dom. It is an act of sacrilege 
that his remains continue to 
lie in Japan. There is conclu-
sive evidence that the remains 
are of Netaji in 10 enquiry re-
ports. However, if the govern-
ment feels the remains are not 
of Netaji, then a statement 
must be issued to this effect. 
Mere silence is an insult to the 
memory of this great leader,” 
he added, drawing attention 
to the cold and solitary locale 
of Renkoji where the remains 
lie preserved for nearly eight 
decades.

Madhuri Bose, grand-niece 

of Subhas Bose, maintains 
that Reverend Mochizuki, 
head priest of the Renkoji 
temple as well as successive 
governments of India and Ja-
pan were “at the time entirely 
supportive of DNA testing on 
the remains and certainly took 
no actions to deny access to the 
remains.”

In her foreword to the recent-
ly published book, ‘From Shad-
ows To Light: The Truth of Ne-
taji’s Mortal End’, authored by 
Bose researcher Sumeru Roy 
Chaudhury, Madhuri alleged 
that certain parts of the trans-
lation from Japanese of the 
original letter from the temple 
authorities which was includ-
ed in the Mukherjee Commis-
sion report were “inexplicably 
missing”.

The missing part “is a clear 
reaffi rmation of his fi rm com-
mitment to a DNA testing pro-
cess, expressed as follows: My 
father (the fi rst Reverend Mo-

chizuki) used to tell me when 
he was alive that the remains 
should be returned to India. I 
felt that if I accepted the pro-
posal for DNA testing and the 
remains would eventually be 
returned to India, my father’s 
soul and spirit could fi nally be 
at rest,” Madhuri wrote.

“Many of us in the family 
are convinced that Netaji suc-
cumbed to his injuries in 1945,” 
she told PTI, “Those who feel 
otherwise are free to pursue 
their theories but they must 
bring conclusive proof for the 
same.”

Surya Kumar Bose, the el-
dest son of Netaji’s nephew 
Amiya Nath Bose, who paid 
multiple visits to the Renkoji 
temple and spoke to its current 
priests, also confi rmed the will-
ingness of the authorities to co-
operate for scientifi c tests on 
the remains.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 
23: The Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan Thursday said 
that while no assistance has 
come from the Centre till date 
for rehabilitation of survivors 
of Wayanad landslide, `712.98 
received in the Chief Minister’s 
Disaster Relief Fund will be 
used for helping the survivors.

Vijayan said that the state 
had initially de-
manded a sum of 
`2,221 crore for 
the landslide reha-
bilitation from the 
Centre, but as per 
the Post Disaster 
Needs Assessment 
(PDNA) report, 
more is expected.

“As the Union 
Government de-
clared Wayanad 
landslide as a ‘di-
saster of severe 
nature’ MPs from 
across the coun-
try can contribute 
up to a sum of `1 
crore and I have 
already written 
to all MPs in the 
country seeking help,” he added. 
The CM was replying to a query 
raised by UDF MLA Kurukkoli 
Moideen during the question 
hour in the Legislative Assem-
bly, on the amount received for 
the Wayanad package.

Vijayan assured that the 
funds received in the CMDRF 
will be utilised for the benefi t of 
the disaster survivors and the 
rehabilitation process would be 
completed soon.

He also said a sum of ̀ 15 lakh 
each will be given to the persons 
who wish to stay outside the 

proposed townships.
Another issue raised by the 

UDF Opposition was the alleged 
non-receipt of the treatment cost 
by those who sustained severe 
injuries in the landslides, even 
after six months of the disas-
ter, and demanded immediate 
action in this regard.

Leader of Opposition VD 
Satheesan also said that ‘uncer-
tainty’ prevails on the amount 
of `30 lakh fi xed for the pro-
posed houses and the amount 
should be fi nalised to complete 
the rehabilitation process soon.

Replying to the issues raised 
by the Opposition, Vijayan as-
sured that immediate action 
would be taken.

He also said that the Cabinet 
has decided to take over the 
land for rehabilitation within 
61 days.

“Several houses will be con-
structed simultaneously in the 

rehabilitation 
project and we 
estimate around 
`30 lakh for the 
houses and a fi -
nal decision has 
not been taken so 
far,” he said.

The govern-
ment published 
a draft list of the 
disaster-affected 
families to be re-
habilitated in the 
houses in the pro-
posed township 
and a fi nal list is 
expected soon, he 
added.

“Co-ordinated 
efforts of vari-
ous government 

departments are underway for 
the rehabilitation programme,” 
he said. Funds from CMDRF, 
SDRF, various sponsorships, 
CSR funds and assistance from 
the Centre would be utilized for 
this, CM said.

The Cabinet decided on a re-
habilitation project for build-
ing model townships on 58.50 
hectares in Elstone Estate in 
Kalpetta and 48.96 hectares in 
Nedumpala Estate in Meppadi 
panchayat in Wayanad district 
for the survivors of the devastat-
ing July 30 landslides, he said.
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Jaggatdal (WB), Jan 23:
Barely a kilometre-and-a-half 
from Shyamnagar railway sta-
tion in West Bengal’s North 
24 Parganas district lies the 
unassuming Noapara police 
station, which holds a unique 
historical connection to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose.

Every year January 23, Po-
licemen at the station not only 
celebrate Netaji’s birth anni-
versary, but also commemo-
rate the freedom fi ghter’s brief 
yet signifi cant “stay” at the 
station when he was detained 
by the British in 1931. Near-
ly 93 years ago, around 5pm 
October 11, 1931, Netaji was 
arrested by the British police 
while on his way to address a 
meeting of the Bengal jute mill 
workers’ organisation at Gol-
ghar in Jagaddal.

He was taken to Noapara 
police station, where he was 
detained for a few hours. 
During his detention, Bose 
was offered tea, which he de-
clined because it was given by 
a British offi cer. The ceramic 
cup and saucer used on that 
occasion have been carefully 
preserved by the police station 
as a tribute to the legendary 
freedom fi ghter.

As a mark of respect, the 
police station installed a small 
memorial inside its premises. 
It includes a photograph of 
Netaji placed beside the pre-
served cup and saucer. A room 
has also been converted into 
a library featuring books on 
Netaji’s life and legacy.

“We consider ourselves 
lucky to work at this police 
station where our beloved 

Netaji had stepped in. He has 
been an inspiration for us. 
His visit here is not widely 
known, and we believe every-
one should learn about this 
chapter of history,” a senior 
police officer told PTI.

According to historical 
accounts, Bose was stopped 
by the British police while 
en route to the meeting and 
subsequently arrested be-
cause of fear that his speech 
could incite unrest. “Netaji 
stayed here for a few hours 
and was offered tea by the 
then officer-in-charge, which 
he politely refused. These de-
tails have been passed down 
through generations,” the of-
ficer added.

Netaji was released around 

midnight October 12, 1931, 
after the then district magis-
trate of Barrackpore, inter-
vened. However, Bose was 
given the condition that he 
could not enter Noapara for 
three months, according to 
Netaji researcher Jayanta 
Chowdhury.  Noapara police 
station comes under Barrack-
pore police commissionerate. 
Every year, the memorial 
room is opened to the public 
on his birthday to pay hom-
age to Netaji, and senior of-
ficers of Barrackpore police 
commissionerate participate 
in the commemorative pro-

gramme.
“This year too, we have 

arranged a celebration of 
Netaji’s birthday, allowing 
the public to visit the room, 
witness this slice of history, 
and pay their respects,” an 
official said.

Outside the police station, a 
statue of Netaji stands proud-
ly, symbolising his legacy. 
Behind the statue, authori-
ties have put up a hoarding 
of Bose with his followers sit-
ting outside a thatched room, 
which once housed the Jaggat-
dal Goalghar Bangiye Jutemill 
Worker’s Association. 

Reports of as many as 10 
national and international 

enquiries probing Netaji’s 
disappearance on that fateful 
day, now available in the 
national archives in New Delhi, 
have confi rmed Bose’s death 
at a hospital in the Japanese 
military airfi eld in Taihoku, 
now Taiwan, as a result of the 
severe burn injuries he suffered 
in the crash

An exception to those 
committees’ fi ndings was 

that of the Commission chaired 
by retired Supreme Court 
judge Manoj Kumar Mukherjee, 
the last of the probe panels 
constituted by the Union 
government, which submitted 
its report in November 2005 and 
concluded that Bose ‘is dead’, 
though he ‘did not die in the 
plane crash, as alleged’

No hurdle from Renkoji priests to transfer Netaji’s remains 

'Bring Netaji’s remains back'
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Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 
23: Kerala Forest Minister AK 
Saseendran Thursday said that 
the human-animal confl icts 
were declining in the state and 
the government was taking effec-
tive actions.

The minister was speaking in 
the Assembly while rejecting the 
Congress-led UDF Opposition’s 
demand to adjourn the House 
proceedings for the day and 
discuss the issue of rising hu-
man-animal confl icts in Kerala. 
According to the minister, 114 
deaths due to wildlife attacks 
were reported in Kerala in 2012-
22, then it declined to 98, 94 and 
12 in the subsequent years.

“The department is taking 
effective actions,” he said, add-
ing that there is no situation at 
present to discuss the issue ad-
journing the House. Subsequent-
ly, Speaker AN Shamseer denied 
permission to the adjournment 
motion, following which the op-
position staged a walkout.

Saseendran stated that the 
government plans to divide the 
regions facing the human-an-
imal confl ict into 12 zones and 
deploy special squads to prevent 
wildlife attacks.

The minister also added that 
a comprehensive Forest Bill 
would be enacted to provide all 
assistance to the farming com-
munity.

The Left government always 
prioritises the opinions of the 
people, he added.

“We withdrew the Forest 
Bill in response to public senti-
ment. Instead of criticising the 
decision, the Opposition should 
commend the government for 
this action,” he said.

The UDF raised the hu-
man-animal confl ict issue by 
referring to the recent death 
of a tribal woman in wild ele-
phant attack in Nilambur area 
of Malappuram district.

The adjournment notice 
moved by some Opposition 
MLAs--including Mathew Ku-
zhalnadan-- sought to discuss 
the life of the people in the hilly 
terrain region who are living 
with fear due to the wild animal 
attacks. Kuzhalnadan termed 
the minister’s statement as “un-
fortunate”.

“The people in the hilly region 
are living in the utmost fear as 
they could not even send their 
children to schools due to wild 
animal menace,” he said.

NETAJI’S FORGOTTEN STAYNETAJI’S FORGOTTEN STAY

A tryst with history at Bengal police station

The state 
had initially 

demanded a sum 
of `2,221 crore 

for the landslide 
rehabilitation 

from the 
Centre, but as 
per the Post 

Disaster Needs 
Assessment 

(PDNA) report, 
more is expected

WAYANAD REHABILITATION

No assistance from 
Centre yet: Vijayan

Vijayan assured that the 
funds received in the 

CMDRF will be 
utilised for the benefi t 

of the disaster survivors 
and the rehabilitation 

process would be 
completed soon

Human-animal confl icts 
declining in Kerala: Min

Children holding national fl ags run through a mustard fi eld ahead of Republic Day celebrations at a village near Balurghat, West Bengal PTI PHOTO

� As a mark of respect, the 
police station installed a 
small memorial inside its 
premises

� It includes a photograph 
of Netaji placed beside the 
preserved cup and saucer

� A room has also been 
converted into a library 
featuring books on Netaji’s 
life and legacy

93 years on, 
Noapara police 
station preserves 
tea cup, saucer 
offered to Netaji 
by British offi cer



Interroga-
tion of cer-
tain women 

(by unauthorized 
people) on 
personal matters 
was uploaded on 
social media. These incidents 
are extremely awkward, dis-
turbing and uncivilized

N BIREN SINGH |  MANIPUR CM

Last time, 
we had lim-
ited time for 

the verifi cation 
of documents of 
potential benefi -
ciaries. We want-
ed to link the Aadhaar of every 
benefi ciary to the scheme but 
could not do so. However, there 
will not be any recovery of the 
given money

AJIT PAWAR  | MAHA DEPUTY CM
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national
DELHI HC SEEKS NIA STAND 
ON ER RASHID’S BAIL PLEA 
The Delhi High Court Thursday sought NIA’s 
stand on Jammu and Kashmir MP Rashid En-
gineer’s plea over his bail in a terror-funding 
case. Justice Vikas Mahajan asked the Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA) to fi le its 
response and posted the hearing January 30

The BJP is a party of lies. 
Their government operates 

on the policies of deception and 
exploitation. They have made false 
promises to every section of the 
society, including farmers, youth, 
students, and traders, but have 
fulfi lled none of them. It is running 
the government on the policy of 
‘jhooth aur loot’ (lies and loot)
AKHILESH YADAV  | SP CHIEF

The Budget 
Session 
is coming 

up and we will 
be making the 
provision of its 
budget. The BJP 
fulfi ls the promises it makes. 
Earlier too, we delivered 
what we promised

NAYAB SINGH SAINI  |  HARYANA CM

Man murdered 
over love affair
Bareilly (UP): A 28-year-
old man from Bisalpur town 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Pilibhit 
district was allegedly 
murdered over a love affair, 
with his throat slit and his 
genitals mutilated, police 
said Thursday. Muzammil's 
body was found tied up 
and dumped near a canal 
in the Barkapur area under 
Izzatnagar police station in 
Bareilly district Wednesday. 
Two people have been 
arrested, the police said.

Elephant 
falls in well 
Malappuram(Kerala): 
An elephant fell into a 
private well in this district 
Thursday morning, and the 
forest department is facing 
diffi culties in rescuing the 
pachyderm as locals want 
it to be relocated to some 
deep forest area instead 
of releasing in the same 
area again. Over 12 hours 
since it fell into the well, the 
elephant is still awaiting 
rescue as residents are 
against releasing the tusker 
in the same area. Meanwhile, 
ex-Nilambur MLA and present 
convener of the Trinamool 
Congress P V Anvar said the 
elephant should be killed by 
fi lling the well with mud.

50 kg IED planted by 
Naxalites recovered 
Bijapur: Security forces 
Thursday recovered a 
powerful 50 kg Improvised 
Explosive Device (IED) 
planted by Naxalites in 
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur 
district, the police said. The 
remote-controlled IED under 
a culvert near Timapur Durga 
temple on Basaguda-Awapalli 
Road was detected by the 
Bomb Disposal Squad (BDS) 
of the 168th battalion of 
the CRPF when it was out 
on de-mining exercise, an 
offi cial said. The Naxalites 
had removed some stones 
and cement to create a cavity 
for the IED which was then 
covered with stones, he said. 

Ch’garh rolls out red
carpet for investors
Mumbai: Chhattisgarh 
Chief Minister Vishu Deo Sai 
said Thursday that the state 
government is fully geared 
up to attract investments 
in textile, technical textile, 
tourism, information 
technology, semiconductors, 
data centres, infrastructure, 
health, education, 
manufacturing and services 
apart from the encouraging 
expansion in steel, mining 
and power generation.

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Jan 23: Nagpur, 
Jaipur and Lucknow are the 
top three emerging cities in In-
dia based on four parameters, 
including physical and social 
infrastructure as well as real 
estate scenario, according to a 
report by Colliers.

Real estate consultant Col-
liers India has conducted a com-
prehensive parameter-based 
analysis matrix to evaluate the 
growth drivers of emerging cit-
ies. This matrix was developed 
using four key parameters: 
physical infrastructure; social 
infrastructure; demographic 
growth & economic develop-
ment; and real estate dynamics.

The cities with a well-estab-
lished ecosystem and strong 
future growth potential, driv-
en by development initiatives 
from both government and pri-
vate sectors, achieved higher 

scores in the assessment.
Among the emerging cities 

assessment, Nagpur emerged 
as the top performer, followed 
by Jaipur and Lucknow, all 
three anticipated to establish 
a strong presence in India's 
real estate market in the com-
ing years. Nagpur, known as 
the "Orange City," is a rapidly 

developing urban centre in Ma-
harashtra.

Key projects like MIHAN, 
Samruddhi Mahamarg, and 
Nagpur Metro are enhancing 
connectivity and economic 
growth, the report said.

 Nagpur city is becoming a 
signifi cant hub for residential, 
commercial, and industrial in-

vestments, attracting attention 
from across India. Jaipur, the 
capital of Rajasthan and 
famously known as 
the Pink City, is 
one of the ear-
liest planned 
cities in In-
dia.

"Jaipur's 
economy, 
driven by 
tourism, 
gemstone 
cutting, jew-
elery man-
ufacturing, 
luxury textiles, 
and the IT sector, is 
supported by its growing 
infrastructure as it emerges 
as a key manufacturing and IT 
hub in India," the consultant 
said. Swapnil Anil, Managing 
Director, Advisory Services, 
Colliers India, said the expan-
sion of expressways not only 

improves commuting but also 
promotes urban growth.

"It supports econom-
ic development, 

encourages the 
creation of in-

tegrated town-
ships and 
social infra-
structure, 
and boosts 
tourism. 
These fac-
tors collec-

tively drive 
demand for re-

al estate in the 
region, making it a 

promising investment 
opportunity for investors 

and homebuyers alike," he said.
Swapnil said this is the best 

time to invest in land within 
the micro-markets of emerging 
cities along expressways, with 
expected returns of up to 5.2X 
over the next decade.

Nagpur, Jaipur, Lucknow top 3 emerging cities: Report
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CONSULTANT COLLIERS 
INDIA HAS CONDUCTED A 

COMPREHENSIVE PARAMETER-
BASED ANALYSIS MATRIX TO 

EVALUATE THE GROWTH DRIVERS OF 
EMERGING CITIES

THIS MATRIX WAS DEVELOPED USING 
FOUR KEY PARAMETERS: PHYSICAL 

INFRASTRUCTURE; SOCIAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE; DEMOGRAPHIC 

GROWTH & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT; AND REAL 

ESTATE DYNAMICS
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Chandigarh, Jan 23: A Shi-
romani Akali Dal delegation 
met the chief commissioner of 
the Gurdwara Elections Com-
mission Thursday, alleging the 
registration of "bogus votes" for 
the upcoming polls of the Shi-
romani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC).

The delegation urged the 
chief commissioner to extend 
the process for registration of 
voters for the general elections 
of SGPC, the apex gurdwara 
body, to March 31, and to weed 
out all "bogus votes". 

The delegation, which in-
cluded SAD working president 
Balwinder Singh Bhundar, for-
mer president Sukhbir Singh 
Badal, SGPC chief Harjinder 
Singh Dhami, and senior par-
ty leader Daljit Singh Cheema, 
met Gurdwara Elections Com-
mission Chief Commissioner 
Justice (retd) Surinder Singh 
Saron.

Speaking to the media, 
Cheema alleged that there had 
been large-scale registration 
of "bogus votes" for the SGPC 
elections. "Thousands of bogus 
votes have been registered," he 
claimed.

In a memorandum to the 
chief commissioner, Badal 
alleged that the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) government had 
"directed" booth level offi cers 
to register votes en masse from 
voter lists due to which "thou-
sands of non-Sikhs" had been 
given the voting right for the 
elections. He claimed that be-
sides this, genuine votes were 
being deleted even as "bogus 
votes" were being added as part 
of the conspiracy to take over 
control of the SGPC "by hook 
or by crook". Badal urged the 
chief commissioner to issue 
directions for the review of all 
voter lists so that bogus votes 
could be weeded out.
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Rajouri/Jammu, Jan 23: 
Over 200 individuals, who came 
in contact with the affected fam-
ilies of the 17 people who died 
due to the mysterious illness in 
Rajouri, have been quarantined 
as a precautionary measure, an 
offi cial said Thursday. 

Four people, including three 
sisters, have been shifted to 
hospitals, with three airlifted 
to a hospital in Jammu.

Top health offi cials have 
identifi ed a common factor 
among all those who lost their 
lives in Badhaal village as in-
volvement of the brain and 
damage to the nervous system. 
National Conference (NC) lead-
er and local MLA Javaid Iqbal 
Choudhary Thursday demand-
ed the imposition of a medical 
emergency to save people and 
contain the spread of such a 
mysterious illness.

Over 200 individuals who 
came into contact with the 
affected families have been re-
located to a quarantine centre 
set up in the building of a nurs-
ing college and GMC hospital 
in Rajouri, they said. A new 
quarantine centre was set up 
in nursing college Wednesday. 
As a precautionary measure, 
these relocated individuals 
include close relatives of the 
deceased. Several individuals 
who had contact with the af-
fected families, from those who 
took children to the hospital to 
those who participated in buri-
als, have also been identifi ed. 
These individuals have been 
moved away from the village 
as a precaution to break the 
chain, offi cials said.

Strict security measures 
have been implemented at the 
quarantine centre located in 
the nursing college building in 
Rajouri, designated specifi cal-
ly for quarantine purposes. The 
facility has been secured with 
fencing and rigorous monitor-
ing, they said. Before admission 
to the centre, all individuals are 
being screened. Arrangements 
have been made to accommo-
date those affected at the nurs-
ing college at Gujjar Mandi.

MYSTERIOUS ILLNESS IN J&K

Over 200 shifted to
quarantine centres

Foreign devotees take part in a religious procession during the Maha Kumbh Mela 2025, in Prayagraj, Uttar 
Pradesh PTI PHOTO

SAD delegation 
alleges bogus votes
in SGPC electionPRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal, Jan 23: The fate of 
properties of `15,000 crore 
owned by Bhopal's erstwhile 
rulers and inherited by actor 
Saif Ali Khan and his family 
remains in limbo due to un-
certainty over fi ling an appeal 
against an order of the Offi ce 
of the Custodian of Enemy 
Property, lawyers have said.

If an appeal is not fi led by 
Bhopal Nawab’s successors 
against the order of the Offi ce 
of the Custodian of Enemy 
Property for India, the proper-
ties may come under the Cen-
tre's control, the lawyers said 
Wednesday.

It is not yet clear whether 
they have fi led an appeal before 
the Mumbai-based Offi ce of the 
Custodian of Enemy Property, 
which comes under the Union 
home ministry, following a 
Madhya Pradesh High Court 
order of December 13, 2024 on 
the issue.

Saif Ali Khan’s mother and 
noted actress Sharmila Tag-
ore (Pataudi) and others had 
challenged in the HC the order 
dated February 24, 2015, of the 
Custodian of Enemy Property 
for India that termed the prop-
erty of Bhopal Nawab as “Ene-
my Property”.

The authority under the 
Home Ministry had given 
its ruling on the ground that 
Nawab Muhammad Hamid-
ullah Khan's eldest daughter 
Abida Sultan Begum migrated 
to Pakistan following the Parti-
tion. Therefore, all such prop-
erties that she was supposed to 
succeed are enemy properties 
and vest in the Custodian of 
Enemy Property for India.

However, senior advocate 
and expert on merger of Nawab 
properties, Jagdish Chhavani, 
quoted an order dated January 
10, 1962 that after the death of 
Hamidullah Khan in 1960, 
the Government of India rec-

ognised Sajida Sultan Begum 
"as such ruler, is the sole suc-
cessor to all private properties, 
movable and immovable, held 
by Nawab Hamidullah. And the 
GoI have no objection to such 
properties being transferred to 
Sajida Sultan Begum."

Sajida Sultan Begum is the 
second daughter of Nawab 
Hamidullah and as the eldest 
daughter (Abida) migrated to 
Pakistan, Sajida became the 
owner of all such properties, 

he told PTI.
Later, Sajida's son Mansoor 

Ali Khan Pataudi (Tiger Pa-
taudi) became the successor of 
these properties and after him 
Saif Ali Khan is the owner of 
these properties, estimated 
to be valued at nearly `15,000 
crore. But after the order of 
Custodian of Enemy Property, 
the ownership title became dis-
puted which was challenged by 
Sharmila Tagore (Saif's mother 
and Mansoor Ali Khan Patau-
di's wife) in the high court in 
2015. During hearing December 
13, 2024, the government advo-
cate informed "that in the year 
2017, the Act, namely the Ene-
my Property Act 1968, has been 
repealed from a retrospective 
date and the appellate authority 
has been constituted for adjudi-
cation of disputes in regard to 
enemy property."

In his order on December 13, 
2024, Justice Vivek Agrawal 
said, "In view of the such facts, 
since a statutory remedy of fi l-
ing a representation has been 
provided, parties are relegated 
to avail such remedy. Howev-
er, at this distance of time, the 
issue of limitation may arise."

However, Bhopal Collector 
Kaushlendra Vikram Singh 
said he has not seen the high 
court order and will comment 
only after getting all relevant 
details.

Saif’s property inheritance in limbo

WAS SAIF REALLY
ATTACKED: RANE
PUNE: Maharashtra minister and 
BJP leader Nitesh Rane sparked 
a controversy Thursday after he 
raised questions over the knife 
attack on Bollywood star Saif Ali 
Khan wondering if the Bollywood 
star was “really attacked or if he 
was acting”. The statement from 
Rane comes a day after former Ra-
jya Sabha MP and Shiv Sena leader 
Sanjay Nirupam raised questions 
about the actor’s swift return to 
normal life following a six-hour 
surgery for deep stab wounds. 
Rane further spoke on perceived 
biases, claiming that while many 
speak out when a ‘Khan’ is at-
tacked, similar attention is not 
given to Hindu actors. He was re-
ferring to late actor Sushant Singh 
Rajput, who died by suicide in June 
2020, and said that Opposition 
leaders like Jitendra Awhad and 
Supriya Sule had remained silent 
on Rajput's case but were now 
vocal about Khan's situation.
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Mumbai, Jan 23: A court here 
has sentenced fi lmmaker Ram 
Gopal Varma to three months 
imprisonment in a cheque 
bounce case and issued a 
non-bailable arrest warrant 
against him.

Judicial Magis-
trate (First Class) in 
Andheri, Y P Pujari, 
Tuesday convicted 
Varma for the offence 
punishable under the 
provisions of the Nego-
tiable Instruments Act. 
The court also directed 
the fi lmmaker to pay 
compensation of `3,72,219 to 
the complainant within three 
months from the date of the 
order. The detailed order was 
not available yet. Since Varma 
was not present before the court 
when the order was passed, it 
issued a standing non-bailable 
warrant against him for his 
arrest for execution of the sen-
tence as per the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure (CrPC).

The complaint of cheque 
bounce was registered against 
Varma’s fi rm in 2018 by a com-
pany. The court had granted 
bail to Varma in April 2022 on 
a cash security of `5,000.

“With regard to the news 
about me and Andheri court, I 
want to clarify that it is to do 

with a 7 year old case 
of `2 lakh 38 thousand 
amount, relating to my 
ex-employee. My advo-
cates are attending,” 
the fi lmmaker later 
posted on his X ac-
count. “It is not about 
settling the rupees 2.38 
lakh. The contention 

was about refusing to be ex-
ploited in the attempts to fabri-
cate. Anyway that’s all I can say 
for now,” the post further said. 
Advocates Rajesh Kumar Patel 
and Alok Singh, appearing for 
the complainant's company, 
submitted an affi davit before 
the court stating that the fi rm 
was engaged in the business of 
providing hard disks for the 
last several years. 

CHEQUE BOUNCE CASE

Ram Gopal Varma sentenced to jail
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New Delhi, Jan 23: A Delhi 
court has refused to direct 
an FIR on a plea alleging two 
paintings of late artist and Pad-
ma awardee M F Husain hurt 
religious sentiments and said 
no further probe was required.

Judicial magistrate fi rst 
class Sahil Monga said all the 
facts and circumstances of the 
case were within the knowledge 
of the complainant, the CCTV 
footage of Delhi Art Gallery, 
and the paintings in question 
have already been seized.

“No further investigation 
and collection of evidences is 
required on the part of investi-
gating agency at this stage, as 
all the evidences are in the pos-
session of complainant as well 
as on record,” said the court.

The matter, it went on, could 
proceed before the court as a 
complaint case and issued no-
tice to Delhi Art Gallery Pvt. 
Ltd., its CEO and MD Ashish 
Anand, and Director Ashwani 
Anand for February 12. The 
judge observed police in its ac-
tion taken report said the paint-
ings in question were seized.

The report further said the 
commission of cognisable of-
fence could not be ascertained, 
the judge noted. The judge Jan-
uary 20 ordered the seizure of 

the paintings displayed at the 
art gallery and reserved the 
order on FIR after hearing ar-
guments. The paintings feature 
Hindu deities Hanuman and 
Ganesh. During the hearing 
on the plea, complainant and 
advocate Amita Sachdeva, 
said the most revered entities 
of Sanatan Dharma -- Hanuman 
and Ganesh -- were insulted in 
Husain’s paintings.

“This is obscenity. Depicted 
most revered deities in obscene 
manner a deliberate and mali-
cious insult. Husain may be the 
greatest artist in the world, but he 
has no right to insult my deities,” 
she argued. She claimed there 
was an advertisement and thou-
sands of people saw the painting 
of “deities being ridiculed”.

“Prima facie case is made out 
for exhibiting such offensive 
paintings for public viewing 
and hurting religious senti-
ments,” added Sachdeva. Or-
dering the seizure, Monga cited 
the police's action taken report, 
which said the investigating of-
fi cer seized the security camera 
footage and the network video 
recorder of the art gallery.

The report said the art exhi-
bition was held privately and 
the paintings, including the 
two in question, were only to 
display the original work of 
Husain.

Delhi court dismisses plea 
against Husain’s paintings



I bought a 409 
Litre Beko 
refrigerator 
at 1100 AED 
(approx= 25K) in 
Dubai.
I am trying to buy 

a refrigerator in Goa with similar 
specs: it is at least 38K. 
That’s almost 50% price upgrade. 
It is strange that our country 
considers a fridge/refrigerator as a 
“luxury” and taxes the hell out it.
 @Akshat_World
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MANIPUR CM WARNS
SOCIAL MEDIA HANDLERS 
Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh 
Thursday warned social media page 
handlers who upload posts that vio-
late law and personal space of others

Netaji’s un-
yielding spirit 
instilled self-re-
spect and gave 
a voice to the 
people
HEMANT SOREN | 
J’KHAND CM

Student jumps
to death in AP
Somaladoddi (Andhra 
Pradesh): A 16-year-old boy 
jumped to death from the 
third fl oor of his junior college 
Thursday here in Anantapur 
district, said a police offi cial. 
Anantapur Rural sub-divisional 
police offi cer T Vekateshulu 
said the boy just returned to 
college from Sankranti holidays 
Thursday morning and died by 
suicide at 11:55 am. “After the 
holidays, this boy came to the 
college around 9:30 am Thursday. 
While the class was going on, 
around 11:55 am, he suddenly 
came out from the classroom 
and jumped from the third fl oor,” 
Venkateshulu told PTI.

Five judges 
appointed 
New Delhi: Three judicial 
offi cers and two advocates 
were Thursday appointed as 
judges in three high courts. 
While three judicial offi cers 
were appointed as judges 
of the Rajasthan HC, one 
advocate each was appointed 
as judge of the Allahabad 
High Court and the Bombay 
HC. Law Minister Arjun Ram 
Meghwal announced the fresh 
appointments in a post on X.

NDTV loan: Court
accepts CBI report
New Delhi: A Delhi court 
Thursday accepted a closure 
report fi led by the CBI in an 
alleged case of irregularities 
by ICICI Bank in accepting 
loan repayment from NDTV, 
saying “it appeared to be 
satisfactory”. Special judge 
Shailender Malik accepted 
the closure report after going 
through the report, and the 
submissions made by the CBI, 
and the complainant in the 
case, who said he did not want 
to fi le any protest petition 
being satisfi ed with the 
investigation.

The news of 
two students 
committing 

suicide in a single 
day in Kota, Rajas-
than is extremely 
scary and heart-
breaking. Here fi ve students have 
committed suicide within three 
weeks, this is very worrying

PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA | CONGRESS LEADER

The Modi gov-
ernment took 
several steps 

to improve the 
healthcare scenar-
io in the country. 
India's healthcare 
budget rose from `37,000 crore in 
2013-14 to ` 98,000 crore under the 
Modi government, which indicates 
a three-fold increase in alloca-
tion. The PM adopted a holistic 
approach for improving health 
services in the country

AMIT SHAH | UNION MINISTER

Even though 
Union 
Finance Min-

ister Nirmala Sitha-
raman announced 
`5,300 crore for the 
project in the Bud-
get, not a single rupee has been 
released. This is a betrayal of the 
people by the Central government 
and BJP

SIDDARAMAIAH  |  K’TAKA CM

SHORT TAKES

A ‘sadhu’ at his tent at the Maha Kumbh Mela 2025 in Prayagraj, 
Uttar Pradesh PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mahakumbh Nagar (UP), 
Jan 23: Pilgrims are fl ocking 
to Maha Kumbh to take the holy 
dip in Sangam but several dif-
ferently-abled people have a dif-
ferent reason to visit Prayagraj 
-- free treatment and fi tment of 
artifi cial limbs.

Nestled in the midst of tents 
of various sects and religious 
groups is a camp by Naravan 
Seva Sansthan, a Jaipur-based 
charitable organisation work-
ing for the differently-abled. 
The doctors at the camp are 
busy attending the ‘divyang’ 
visitors while a team is taking 
measurements for prosthesis or 
artifi cial limbs. 

The sansthan is known for its 
philanthropic services in treat-

ment and rehabilitation of po-
lio-affected people. Jaishankar 
Kumar from Uttar Pradesh's 
Balia whose both legs had to 
be amputated two years back 
following a severe infection is 
at the Kumbh with hope for a 
new lease of life.

“Life has not been the same 
after I lost both my legs. I walk 
using crutches. Doctors sug-
gested that I can use artifi cial 
limbs but they are expensive, 
not something I can afford. 
When we got to know that they 
will be available for free here, 
I and my family decided to visit 
Kumbh. We will also take the 
dip,” he told PTI. 

Kumar’s measurements have 
already been taken and his fi t-
ment will be prepared at a fab-
rication unit set up at the camp. 

“I have been asked to wait for 
10 days and the limbs will be 
fi tted. Till then, I am taking 
physiotherapy, which is also 
being done free of cost at the 

camp,” he said. 
MahaKumbh, a mega-re-

ligious event organised ev-
ery 12 years, is being held in 
Prayagraj from January 13 and 

will continue for 45 days. More 
than eight crore pilgrims have 
so far taken a holy dip at the 

Sangam. 
According to Krunal 
Chaudhary, a Pros-

thetic Orthopedic 
specialist at the 
camp, a team 
of 50 including 
doctors, physio-
therapy special-
ists, prosthetics 
specialists, fab-

rication team 
with technicians 

has been deployed 
at the Kumbh. 

Chaudhary informed that 
when Kumbh ends a tricycle 
distribution drive will also be 
conducted for the different-
ly-abled.

“It is believed that whatever 
is done at the Kumbh, there is 
lot of religious or spiritual mer-
it in it. This is why we see hun-
dreds of langars and communi-
ty kitchens offering free food. 
This is our way of contributing 
to the spiritual event. We are 
not even checking whether a 
person can afford the treatment 
or limb fi tment. For us every-
body is same and will get free 
treatment here,” said Jeetu, 
a prosthetic technician.  Spe-
cial toilets at key locations for 
divyang, ramps at railway tick-
et counters and other important 
offi ces, braille signboards for 
visually impaired pilgrims, 
golf carts and e-rickshaws, are 
among the various measures 
taken by the administration for 
the differently abled pilgrims.

Maha Kumbh offers hope for differently-abled with free limbs

 
The doctors 

at the camp are 
busy attending the 
‘divyang’ visitors 

while a team is taking 
measurements for 

prosthesis or 
artifi cial limbs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Jan 23: The 
Karnataka BJP's internal 
squabbles deepened Thursday 
with old pals--mining baron 
B Janardhana Reddy and 
ex-minister B Sriramulu lock-
ing horns in public.

The trigger seems to be 
accusations against Sriramu-
lu in the BJP core committee 
meeting that he was in some 
way responsible for the party's 
defeat in the Sandur by-poll, af-
ter failing to secure the party 
nomination for himself. He was 
pulled up for not doing enough 
to win the election.

 According to sources, a 
section in the BJP created an 
impression that Sriramulu was 
eyeing for a BJP ticket from 
Sandur after losing the 2023 
Assembly election and 2024 
Lok Sabha poll. However, the 
party fi elded Bangaru Hanu-
manthu, who lost to Congress' 
Annapurna in the by-poll.

Following the accusa-
tions made in the core com-
mittee meeting, Sriramulu 
said he would prefer quitting 
the party.

The former MP and MLA 
Wednesday openly accused 
Janardhana Reddy, the Gan-
gavathi MLA of “backbiting” 
against him to party national 
general secretary and Karna-
taka in-charge Radha Mohan 
Das Agarwal.

 Responding, Reddy sought 
to remind Sriramulu that it 
was he who made him tread 
on the righteous path when he 
was thinking of avenging his 
uncle’s brutal murder.

MORE RIFT IN
K’TAKA BJP

JALGAON TRAIN ACCIDENT

Team of 5 senior offi cials initiates probe
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 23: A team 
of five senior railway officials 
has initiated an inquiry into 
the Jalgaon train tragedy in 
which 12 people lost their 
lives, the Railway Board said 
Thursday.

The team includes princi-
pal chief safety officer (PC-
SO), principal chief secu-
rity commissioner (PCSC), 
principal chief electrical 
engineer (PCEE), principal 
chief mechanical engineer 
(PCME) and principal chief 
commercial manager (PCCM) 
-- all from the Central Railway 
Zone, it said. 

The team has initiated an 
investigation into the inci-
dent, said Dilip Kumar, Exec-
utive Director, Information 
and Publicity, Railway Board. 
"The PCSO has been appoint-
ed as convener,” Kumar said.  
“They have been asked to look 
into the cause of the incident 
and submit a report as soon as 
possible,” he added.

Twelve passengers of the 
Mumbai-bound Pushpak Ex-
press, who got off the train af-
ter an alarm chain-pulling inci-
dent, were run over by the Kar-
nataka Express heading from 
Bengaluru to Delhi on the ad-
jacent tracks in Maharashtra's 
Jalgaon district Wednesday 
evening. Swapnil Dhanraj Nila, 
Chief Public Relations Offi cer 

(CPRO), Central Railway, ear-
lier told PTI that Railway Pro-
tection Force and Government 
Railway Police had initiated a 
preliminary inquiry after the 
tragedy Wednesday to fi nd out 
what caused passengers to pull 
the alarm chain and alight the 
Pushpak Express.  Now, the 

probe has been handed over to 
the team of fi ve senior offi cials. 

Asked if the Commissioner of 
Railway Safety (CRS) will also 
investigate the incident, Nila 
said, “The order for a CRS en-
quiry hasn't been issued yet.”

Initial reports suggested that 
a rumour of fi re caused panic 

among Pushpak Express' pas-
sengers who alighted and wait-
ed at the adjacent tracks for a 
few minutes when the speeding 
Karnataka Express mowed ma-
ny of them down. The Railway 
Ministry clarifi ed that no spark 
or smoke emanated from any 
part of the coach.

 “We are trying to fi nd out 
who spread the rumour and 
what caused the passengers to 
come out of the train,” a rail-
way offi cial said.

Meanwhile, the death toll in 
the accident was revised to 12 
after offi cials confi rmed Thurs-
day that a head and a torso, ini-
tially thought to belong to dif-
ferent individuals, were from 
the same person.

A state government offi cial 
said that earlier the fi gure had 
been arrived at 13 as a woman's 
body and a head were found at 
the scene of the accident, but a 
man identifi ed the body parts 
as that of his mother. 

 “The Government Medical 
College (in Jalgaon) has of-
ficially stated that the total 
number of dead persons is 12 
as the torso and body are of 
the same deceased (female) 
identified by her son,” he 
said. The official said all bod-
ies have been identified and 
they were being handed over 
to their respective families.

Of those who lost their lives 
on the tracks, seven hailed from 
Nepal.

NEW DELHI: Dismissing reports that some passengers of Pushpak 
Express jumped off the train amid a fi re rumour, railway offi cials 
Thursday said the passengers alighted after they stopped the train by 
pulling alarm chain and had adequate time to move to safe location as 
Karnataka Express arrived 20 minutes later. The offi cials said that the 
passengers who got down on the adjacent tracks had adequate time 
to move to safe areas, but they kept standing without realising the 
impending danger. Several videos shared by passengers prior to the 
tragedy also suggest the same .

KARNATAKA EXPRESS ARRIVED 20 MINUTES 
AFTER PUSHPAK HALTED BY CHAIN PULLING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 23: For-
eign Secretary Vikram Mis-
ri will travel to Beijing on a 
two-day trip beginning Sunday 
to hold talks with his Chinese 
counterpart, in the second such 
high-profi le visit from India to 
China in less than one-and-a-
half months.

Last month, National Secu-
rity Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval 
visited Beijing and held talks 
with Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi under the framework of 
Special Representatives (SR) di-
alogue on the boundary dispute. 
“Foreign Secretary Vikram Mis-
ri will be visiting Beijing Janu-
ary 26 and 27 for a meeting of the 
Foreign Secretary-Vice Minister 
mechanism between India and 
China,” the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said.

“The resumption of this bilat-
eral mechanism fl ows from the 
agreement at the leadership lev-
el to discuss the next steps for 
India-China relations, includ-
ing in the political, economic, 
and people-to-people domains,” 
it said in a brief statement. It 
is expected that the two sides 
would touch upon a number 
of issues at the talks including 
ways to deescalate the situation 
along the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) in eastern Ladakh 
and resumption of the Kailash 
Mansarovar Yatra. China has 
been impressing upon India to 
agree on resuming direct fl ights 
between the two countries and 
facilitate issuance of visas to 
Chinese citizens. The decision 

to revive the SR mechanism and 
other such dialogue formats was 
taken at a meeting between 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di and Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping in Kazan October 23. In the 
nearly 50-minute meeting, Modi 
underscored the importance of 
properly handling differences 
and disputes and not allow-
ing them to disturb peace and 
tranquillity in border areas. 

The Modi-Xi meeting 
came two days after India and 
China fi rmed up a disengage-
ment pact for Depsang and 
Demchok, the last two friction 
points in eastern Ladakh.

In the SR dialogue, India 
pressed for a fair, reasonable 
and mutually acceptable set-
tlement of the overall bound-
ary dispute between the two 
countries. Doval and Wang also 
focused on “positive” direction 
for cross-border cooperation in-
cluding resuming the Kailash 
Mansarovar Yatra, river data 
sharing and border trade.

After Ajit Doval, foreign 
secy Misri to visit China

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Jan 23: As 
the Chief Ministers of Maha-
rashtra, Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu 
enthusiastically signed several 
MoUs with Indian companies 
in Davos during the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) Sum-
mit, a glaring question emerg-
es: Why are these deals being 
inked on foreign soil? 

The question being 
hotly debated on social media 
and in political circles is why 
state governments insist on 
sending delegations abroad to 
sign agreements with Indian 
fi rms, deals that could easily 
be fi nalised within India?

Many analysts argue that 
this is nothing more than a 
PR exercise. The governments 
appear to be not only pushing 
their business-friendly image, 
but also fl aunting their ability 
to attract investment. If these 
were foreign investments, it 
would at least justify the MoU 
signing spree on foreign soil.

Netizens also criticised mega 
Indian deals being inked at the 
ongoing WEF event in Davos, 
with some even seeking clari-

fi cation around misusing tax-
payers’ money.

Rajya Sabha MP Priyan-

ka Chaturvedi posted on X 
that the “Maharashtra state 
government entourage has 
spent huge amounts of mon-
ey to sign MOUs with Indian 
companies in Davos! Arrey 
bhai Mumbai main hi sign 
kar lete… oh but wait, AQI is 
better there.” Another post by 
an X user called such exercises 
as “absolutely blatant".

"Opposition should demand 
and seek clarifi cation around 
this Junket on Tax Payers Mon-
ey!!! They are having ball of a 
time!!! Entire Indian entourage 
having Picnic in #Switzerland 
- Pity a common man,” wrote 
the X user.

According to another X us-
er, “the fact is that most of this 
year's MoUs again seem to be 
with companies based in India, 
and these deals could have been 
signed in Mumbai itself”.

“In fact, I'm told that sev-
eral MoUs were deliberate-
ly held back for months to 
inflate the investment fig-
ures showcased at Davos. 
No amount of PR spin can 
whitewash the Mahayuti's 
grave sin of driving crucial 
projects out of Maharashtra,” 
the X post claimed.

Why are MoUs being signed at Davos Summit?

Have signed 61 MoUs: Fadnavis
Mumbai: Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis Thursday said 61 
MoUs have been signed during his 
visit to the World Economic Forum in 
Davos entailing investment of `15.70 
lakh crore and having the potential to 
provide 16 lakh jobs in the state. The 
annual fi ve-day meeting of the WEF is 
underway in Davos, Switzerland from 
January 20. CM Fadnavis is attending 
the meeting with a state delegation. 
Interacting with reporters via Zoom 
link from Davos, he said seven of these 
MoUs were strategic partnerships for 
knowledge in mobility and education 
and not investment. All the MoUs 
have 98 percent FDI component in the 
fi eld of infrastructure, green energy, 
electronics, IT, steel, defence, textiles, 
solar, biotechnology, pharma, among 
others, the CM added.
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Sena (UBT) demands Bharat Ratna for Bal Thackeray
MUMBAI: The Shiv Sena (UBT) Thursday demanded the Bharat Ratna for Shiv Sena founder late 
Bal Thackeray. Speaking on the occasion of the late leader's 99th birth anniversary, Shiv Sena (UBT) 
leader Sanjay Raut said the BJP-led government has in the last 10 years conferred the country's 
highest civilian honour on some persons who did not deserve it. "But the man who truly sowed the 
seeds of Hindutva in the country must also be given the Bharat Ratna. Why has he not been given 
Bharat Ratna? 'Hindu-hriday Samrat' Bal Thackeray must be honoured with the award. This is Shiv 
Sena (UBT)'s demand," he said. Raut noted that Thackeray's birth centenary was a year away. 
"Before the centenary starts, it is necessary that he gets the Bharat Ratna. You could not give the 
Bharat Ratna to Veer Savarkar. If you give Bharat Ratna to Balasaheb, it will also be an honour for 
Veer Savarkar," the Rajya Sabha member further said.
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NEPAL HIKES MOUNT 
EVEREST CLIMBING FEE 
Nepal has sharply increased permit fees for climb-
ing Mount Everest by 36 per cent and also intro-
duced a slew of measures aimed at controlling 
garbage pollution on the world’s tallest peak, of-
fi cials said. The royalty fee for foreigners climbing 
Everest from the normal south route in the spring 
season (March-May) has been raised to $15,000 
from the current $11,000 per person

If Ukraine loses then 
to restore the deter-

rence of the rest of NATO 
again, it will be a much, 
much higher price than 
what we are contemplating 
at this moment in terms of 
ramping up our spending 
and ramping up our indus-
trial production
MARK RUTTE | NATO SECRETARY-GENERAL

Flights between 
Turkiye, Syria resume
Istanbul: Commercial flights 
between Turkiye and Syria 
resumed Thursday after 
13 years with a Turkish 
Airlines flight from Istanbul 
to Damascus. Turkish media 
showed Syrian families 
draped in their national 
flag singing pro-opposition 
songs and cheering as 
they prepared to board 
flight TK0846 to Damascus. 
Passengers continued their 
celebrations inside the 
plane, singing the uprising 
anthem “Hold your head up 
high, you are a free Syrian.” 
One man sobbed while 
waiting for takeoff. “I missed 
Syria and am happy to fly 
back,” said Fuad Abdulhalid, 
who has lived in Turkey for 
12 years.

AI to resume Tel 
Aviv-Delhi fl ights 
Jerusalem: With ceasefi re 
holding up in the north and 
south of Israel, several 
major international airlines, 
including Air India, have 
announced plans to resume 
fl ights to Israel expanding 
connectivity to the war-torn 
region. “It’s offi cial now. 
We are resuming fl ights 
from March 2, 2025,” a 
representative for Air India 
in Israel told PTI. Several 
Indians staying in Israel 
felt a sigh of relief as the 
Indian carrier’s website 
opened bookings on the said 
route. Travelling to Israel 
had become challenging 
with most of the major 
international airlines 
cancelling their operations 
to the Jewish state in view of 
the war in the north against 
Hezbollah and in the south 
against Hamas in Gaza.

South Africans to 
attend Maha Kumbh 
Johannesburg: Several 
thousand people from South 
Africa are expected to flock 
to the Maha Kumbh Mela 
being held at Prayagraj 
in Uttar Pradesh before it 
officially ends February 26. 
“In just the first few days 
since the Maha Kumbh was 
inaugurated Jabuary 13, 
more than a hundred visas 
have been issued for people 
wanting to attend the event, 
with scores more using 
their OCI cards to attend 
the same,” Consul General 
of India in Johannesburg, 
Mahesh Kumar, said 
Wednesday evening. Kumar 
was hosting a seminar titled 
‘Maha Khumb 2025 – Where 
Spirituality Meets Technical 
Innovation’, at which various 
speakers outlined both the 
history of the event and 
the spiritual benefits that 
all people, irrespective of 
religious affiliation or creed, 
could benefit from.

Gangs in Haiti 
could overrun 
the capital, 

Port-au-Prince, 
leading to a com-
plete breakdown 
of government au-
thority without additional interna-
tional support for the beleaguered 
national police

ANTONIO GUTERRES |  UN SECRETARY-GENERAL

From the very 
beginning, 
our interest 

was that India 
should get the 
status of most 
favoured nation. 
We used to give MFN status to 
Pakistan. But they did not grant 
the same status to us

S JAISHANKAR  | EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER

In a crucial 
moment 
for Haiti's 

stability, Colombia 
reaffi rms its 
commitment to the 
strengthening of 
democracy and the development 
of the region

GUSTAVO PETRO  |  PRESIDENT, COLOMBIA

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Damascus, Jan 23: Syria’s new 
authorities are using Islamic 
teachings to train a fl edgling 
police force, a move offi cers say 
aims to instil a sense of morali-
ty as they race to fi ll a security 
vacuum after dismantling oust-
ed president Bashar al-Assad’s 
notoriously corrupt and brutal 
security forces.

Police they brought into Da-
mascus from their former reb-
el enclave in the northwestern 
region of Idlib are asking ap-
plicants about their beliefs and 
focusing on Islamic sharia law 
in the brief training they offer 
recruits, according to fi ve senior 
offi cers and application forms 
seen by Reuters.

Ensuring stability and win-
ning the trust of people across 
Syria will be crucial for the Sun-
ni Muslim Islamists to cement 
their rule. But the move to put 
religion at the centre of policing 

risks seeding new rifts in a di-
verse country awash with guns 
after 13 years of civil war and 
alienating foreign governments 
they have been trying to woo, re-

gional analysts warn.
“There are many Syrians who 

will fi nd this concerning,” said 
Aron Lund, a fellow at Century 
International, a Middle East-fo-
cused think tank, when asked 
about Reuters’ fi ndings. “Not 
just minorities - Christians, 
Alawites, Druze - but also quite 
a lot of Sunni Muslims in plac-
es like Damascus and Aleppo, 
where you have a fairly large 
secular, cosmopolitan popula-
tion that’s not interested in re-
ligious law.”

The religious foundations of 
the police training are also mak-
ing Western governments won-
der how big a role Islam might 
play in Syria's constitution, 
which the former rebel faction 
now in power plans to revise, 
said one diplomat, who was not 
authorized to speak publicly on 
the matter. “It’s not a good sign, 
but it also depends on how strict-
ly it will be implemented,” the 
diplomat told Reuters.

� Focus on Islamic teachings in 
police training raises concern 
among some Syrians

� Police trainers say this is to 
instil a sense of morality in 
recruits

� Bashar al-Assad’s security 
forces had a reputation for 
corruption and brutality

� New police force faces staffi ng 
constraints, aims to expand 
recruitment

Syria’s new leaders turn to Islamic law
REBUILDING ASSAD’S POLICE

REUTERS

Cairo, Jan 23: Palestinians in 
northern Gaza prepared tent 
encampments for displaced 
families Thursday, two days 
before they were expected to 
return to their home areas in 
accordance with the timeline of 
a ceasefi re deal agreed between 
Israel and Hamas.

On open ground surround-
ed by blown-out buildings, a 
group of men began putting up 
rows of white tents to receive 
families who are planning to re-
turn north on Saturday when 
the Palestinian militant group 
Hamas is due to release a sec-
ond batch of hostages in return 
for dozens of Palestinians jailed 
by Israel.

Many of the hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians 
expected to head back to the 
northern Gaza Strip will re-
turn to homes in ruins after a 
15-month Israeli military offen-
sive that has laid waste to the 
enclave and killed more than 
47,000 Gazans.

In October, Israeli forces 
returned to areas of the north 
in a major anti-Hamas opera-
tion focused on Jabalia refu-
gee camp near Gaza City and 
Beit Hanoun and Beit Lahiya 
towns, clearing the area of its 

inhabitants and razing most of 
its buildings.

“Is this the tent that we 
dreamed of? This will have to 
fi t 10 people. This tent is for 
my children coming from the 
south. Really, is this adequate 
space?” asked Wael Jundiya, 
as he prepared a tent for his 
children who will return from 
where they have been shelter-
ing in the Mawasi coastal area 
of the south.

“People will come from the 
south and fl ood Gaza (City) Sat-
urday, where will they go? This 
camp will fi t 100, 200 people. 
There will be 1.5 million com-
ing from the south,” Jundiya 
told Reuters.

Israel launched its assault 
on Gaza after Hamas fi ghters 

stormed across the border Oct 
7, 2023, killing 1,200 people and 
taking more than 250 hostages, 
according to Israeli tallies.
RETURNING ON FOOT

Hamas said people would 
be allowed to return on foot 
along the coastal road, mean-
ing a walk of several miles to 
the offi cial northern area from 
where they could try to get 
rides in vehicles, which would 
be searched at checkpoints. 
People returning must not car-
ry arms, Hamas said.

Senior Hamas offi cial Sami 
Abu Zuhri said the group was 
in contact with several Arab 
and international parties who 
would assist in the return and 
relief operation, including pro-
viding tents. He said Hamas, 
which governs the enclave, 
would start work immediately 
to repair houses not fully de-
stroyed.

In Jabalia, the biggest of the 
Gaza Strip’s eight historic refu-
gee camps, and the focus of Isra-
el’s campaign in the past three 
months, many have returned 
to live inside their wrecked 
homes, setting small fi res to try 
to warm their children.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, Jan 23: The Pen-
tagon Wednesday said it has 
begun deploying 1,500 active 
duty troops to help secure the 
southern border in the coming 
days, putting in motion plans 
US President Donald Trump 
laid out in executive orders 
shortly after he took offi ce to 
crack down on immigration.

Acting Defence Secretary 
Robert Salesses said the Pen-
tagon will provide military air-
craft to support Department of 
Homeland Security deportation 
fl ights for more than 5,000 de-
tained migrants and the troops 
will assist in the construction 
of barriers.

The number of troops and 
their mission may soon change, 
Salesses said in a statement.

“This is just the beginning,” 
he said.

It remains to be seen if they 
will end up doing law enforce-
ment, which would put Amer-
ican troops in a dramatically 
different role for the fi rst time 
in decades.

The active duty forces will 
join the roughly 2,500 US Na-
tional Guard and Reserve forc-
es already there. There are 
currently no active duty troops 
working along the roughly 
3,219-km border.

Personnel started moving to 
the border earlier Wednesday, 
according to a military offi cial 
briefi ng reporters on the con-
dition of anonymity to provide 
additional details on the deploy-
ment.

The troops will include 500 
Marines from Camp Pendleton 
in California, and the remain-
der will be army personnel.

Troops have done similar du-
ties in support of Border Patrol 
agents in the past, when both 
Trump and former president 
Joe Biden sent active duty 
troops to the border.

Troops are prohibited by law 
from doing law enforcement du-
ties under the Posse Comitatus 
Act, but that may change.

Trump has directed through 
executive order that the incom-
ing secretary of defence and 
incoming homeland security 
chief report back within 90 days 
if they think an 1807 law called 
the Insurrection Act should be 
invoked.

That would allow the troops 
to be used in civilian law en-
forcement on US soil.

The act was last invoked 
in 1992 during rioting in Los 
Angeles in protest against the 
acquittal of four police offi cers 
charged with beating activist 
Rodney King.

The widely expected deploy-
ment, coming in Trump’s fi rst 
week in offi ce, was an early 
step in his long-touted plan to 
expand the use of the military 
along the border.

Gaza prepares tent 
camps for returnees

� Mass return to the north 
expected to start Saturday

� Return to follow Hamas 
release of second batch of 
hostages

� Ceasefi re between Israel and 
Hamas took effect Sunday

� ‘There is nothing left’ says 
woman who has returned to 
Jabalia

Many of the hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians 
expected to head back to 
the northern Gaza Strip 
will return to homes in 
ruins after a 15-month 

Israeli military offensive 
that has laid waste to the 
enclave and killed more 

than 47,000 Gazans

The Pentagon will 
provide military aircraft 
to support Department 
of Homeland Security 
deportation fl ights for 

more than 5,000 detained 
migrants and the troops 

will assist in the 
construction of barriers

Pentagon deploys 
1500 active troops

REUTERS

Bangkok, Jan 23: Thailand 
Thursday became the fi rst coun-
try in Southeast Asia to hold 
legal same-sex weddings, with 
LGBT groups aiming to mark 
the occasion with more than 
1,000 marriage registrations in 
a single day.

After decades of campaign-
ing by activists, Thailand is the 
third territory in Asia to legal-
ise same-sex marriages after 
Taiwan and Nepal, with a new 
marriage equality law coming 
into effect Thursday

Thailand’s parliament fl ew 
rainbow fl ags Thursday and 

shopping complexes planned 
big pride events to celebrate the 
implementation of the new law.

At a mass wedding at a lux-
ury Bangkok retail mall, more 
than 200 couples lined up to 
make their vows, some in white 
dresses, others in traditional 
Thai outfi ts, western suits and 
ceremonial police uniforms.

“It has been 17 years, we met 
in school and encountered ma-
ny things, we hope to see more 
equality in the future,” said 
Ploynaplus Chirasukon, 33, 
posing for photographs after re-
ceiving a marriage license with 
her wife Kwanporn Kongpetch.

LGBT groups hope to reach 
1,448 wedding registrations on 
day one, a symbolic number 
that refers to the section of the 
Thai civil code where a key 
amendment changed the words 
husband and wife to “spouse”.

The organisers, along with re-
lated agencies, plan to compile 

fi gures from ceremonies na-
tionwide and submit a request 
to Guinness World Records to 
recognise Thailand as holder 
of the world’s largest number of 
same-sex marriage registrations 
in a single day. 

“One-four-four-eight symbo-
lises the fi ght for marriage rights 

for all genders. It represents the 
dream and hope of building an 
inclusive society that accepts 
and celebrates love in all its 
forms,” LGBT group Bangkok 
Pride said.
‘JUST THE FIRST STEP’

District offi ces nationwide 
and Thai embassies overseas 

were also open for marriage reg-
istration, according to the gov-
ernment.  “Equal marriage has 
truly become possible with the 
power of all,” said former Prime 
Minister Srettha Thavisin, who 
was premier when the landmark 
legislation passed last year.

He marked the day as one 
“close to the hearts of many 

Thais.” According to legal ana-
lysts, the new same-sex marriage 
law will create more momentum 
for greater inclusion of LGBTQ 
people in Thailand, which has 
long had a reputation for its car-
nival-like pride events and tol-
erance towards the community.

However, other regulations 
like building a legally recognised 
a family remain a challenge for 
some couples.

The defi nition of family - a fa-
ther being a man and a mother a 
woman - remain in the Thai legal 
code. Bangkok Pride organiser 
Adcharaporn Thongchalaem 
said Thursday’s rush to regis-
ter marriages was about recog-
nition, not records.

“This event shows that ma-
ny LGBT couples want this 
(marriage) certifi cate. It’s a 
symbol that Thailand is ready 
for change towards equality. 
Same-sex marriage is just the 
fi rst step,” Adcharaporn said.

Thailand holds its fi rst same-sex weddings
The new same-sex marriage 

law will create more 
momentum for greater 
inclusion of LGBTQ people in 
Thailand, which has long had a 
reputation for its carnival-like 
pride events and tolerance 
towards the community

LGBT groups hope to reach 
1,448 wedding registrations 

on day one, a symbolic number 
that refers to the section of 
the Thai civil code where a key 
amendment changed the words 
husband and wife to “spouse”

The Hague (Netherlands): The 
International Criminal Court’s chief 
prosecutor announced Thursday 
he had requested arrest warrants 
for two top Afghan Taliban offi cials 
for the repression of women. Karim 
Khan said in a statement he asked 
judges to approve warrants for the 
group’s supreme leader, Hibatullah 
Akhunzada, and the head of 
Afghanistan’s Supreme Court, 
Abdul Hakim Haqqani, accusing the 
men of crimes against humanity for 
gender-based persecution. “These 
applications recognize that Afghan 
women and girls as well as the 
LGBTQI+ community are facing an 
unprecedented, unconscionable 
and ongoing persecution by the 
Taliban,” Khan said. Since they took 
back control of the country in 2021, 
the Taliban have barred women 
from jobs, most public spaces and 
education beyond sixth grade. 

UK warns Putin after 
Russian spy ship seen 
near British waters
London: The UK has warned of 
“robust action” after the Royal 
Navy tracked Russian spy ships 
in the English Channel just weeks 
after it claimed to have caught it 
“loitering over” critical undersea 
infrastructure in Britain’s waters. 
Defence Secretary John Healey 
made a statement in Parliament on 
Wednesday to inform the House 
of Commons that the Royal Navy 
deployed HMS Somerset and HMS 
Tyne to monitor a vessel named 
‘Yantar’ through UK waters. The 
minister described the vessel 
as a “Russian spy ship” used for 
gathering intelligence and mapping 
the UK’s critical underwater 
infrastructure. “I authorised a 
Royal Navy submarine – strictly as 
a deterrent measure – to surface 
close to ‘Yantar’ to make clear that 
we had been covertly monitoring 
its every move. The ship then 
left UK waters – without further 
loitering – and sailed down to the 
Mediterranean,” said Healey.

Thailand fi rst in 
Southeast Asia to 
legalise same-sex 

marriages

ICC prosecutor seeks 
warrants for Afghan 
Taliban leaders

SNIPPETS

Migrating cranes catch corn seeds as they fl ock at sunrise in Hula Lake conservation area, north of the Sea of 
Galilee, northern Israel, Thursday  PTI PHOTO
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Business
OLA STARTS E-BIKES PRODUCTION

Ola Electric Thursday said it has started pro-
duction of its Roadster range of motorcycles 
at its Chennai-based plant with deliveries 
expected to commence in March. The Banga-
lore-based fi rm had showcased its motorcycle 
portfolio in August 2024. “Going by the com-
pany’s latest update, Ola Electric is set to start 
the deliveries of its motorcycles from March 
2025 onwards,” it stated

I am not sure whether 
RBI should do anything 
because every other 

currency is depreciating against 
the US dollar because if it tries 
to elevate rupee vis-a-vis dollar, 
it will be essentially strengthen-
ing rupee against all other cur-
rencies and that would make it 
more diffi cult for our exporters
RAGHURAM RAJAN | FORMER GOVERNOR, RBI

HPCL profi t up 3-fold
New Delhi: Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd 
(HPCL) Thursday reported 
more than tripling of its 
December quarter net profi t 
as marketing margins soared. 
Consolidated net profi t 
stood at `2,543.65 crore in 
October-December 2024 - the 
third quarter of April 2024 to 
March 2025 fi scal year (FY25) 
- compared with `712.84 crore 
earning in the same period 
a year back. Profi t was also 
up quarter-on-quarter when 
compared with `142.67 crore 
earning in July-September 2024.

AGEL profi t up 85%
New Delhi: Adani Green 
Energy Ltd (AGEL) Thursday 
posted over 85 per cent rise 
in consolidated net profi t 
to `474 crore for December 
quarter on the back of higher 
revenues from power supply. 
The company had logged a 
net profi t of `256 crore in the 
year-ago period, according 
to a BSE fi ling. Revenue from 
power supply rose to `1,993 
crore in the quarter from 
`1,765 crore in the same 
period year ago.

ZEEL profi t jumps 3X
New Delhi: Zee Entertainment 
Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL) 
Thursday reported a nearly 
three-fold jump in consolidated 
net profi t at `163.6 crore 
for December quarter FY25, 
helped by lower expenses, 
specially operational costs. 
The company had posted a 
profi t of `58.5 crore for the 
year-ago period, ZEEL said in a 
regulatory fi ling. Revenue from 
operations in the quarter under 
review was at `940.6 crore as 
compared to `1,027.4 crore in 
the year-ago period.

UltraTech Cement dips
New Delhi: Aditya Birla 
group fi rm UltraTech Cement 
Ltd Thursday reported a 
consolidated net profi t of 
`1,473.51 crore for the third 
quarter ended December 
31, 2024. The company had 
posted a consolidated net 
profi t of `1,774.78 crore in 
the same quarter last fi scal, 
UltraTech Cement said in a 
regulatory fi ling. Revenue 
from operations in the quarter 
under review stood at 
`17,193.33 crore. 

IEX net profi t surges
New Delhi: Indian Energy 
Exchange (IEX) Thursday 
posted a nearly 17 per cent rise 
in its consolidated net profi t to 
`107.29 crore, mainly driven by 
higher revenues. 

Q3 RESULTS 

Good 
progress 
is there on 

India-EU FTA. 
There is a sig-
nifi cant prog-
ress in talks
PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
MINISTER

In 2025-
2026, we 
are looking 

to strategically 
expand our ca-
pacity portfolio 
by acquiring 
key operational assets within 
the country and across geog-
raphies. These acquisitions 
will be crucial in shaping 
the growth trajectory of the 
company in the coming years
AMIT KUMAR MITTAL | CEO, JINDAL INDIA 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 

uoteu

The 
persistent 
talent 

shortage, with 
80 per cent of 
organisations 
struggling to 
fi ll roles in 2025, underscores 
the urgent need for collec-
tive action
SANDEEP GULATI | MD (INDIA AND MIDDLE 
EAST), MANPOWERGROUP 

REUTERS

New Delhi, Jan 23: OpenAI 
has told an Indian court that 
any order to remove training 
data powering its ChatGPT ser-
vice would be inconsistent with 
its legal obligations in the United 
States, according to a recent fi l-
ing seen by Reuters.

The Microsoft-backed AI fi rm 
also said that it was not within 
the jurisdiction of Indian courts 
to hear a copyright breach case 
brought by local news agency 
ANI as OpenAI had no presence 
in the country.

In the most high-profi le and 
closely-tracked lawsuit on AI 
use in India, ANI sued OpenAI 
in Delhi in November, accusing 
it of using the news agency’s 
published content without per-
mission to train ChatGPT.

OpenAI responded to the law-
suit, which is also seeking the 
deletion of ANI’s data already 
stored by ChatGPT, in an 86-page 

fi ling at the Delhi High Court 
dated January 10 which has not 
previously been reported.

OpenAI and other fi rms have 
faced a wave of similar lawsuits 
from prominent copyright own-
ers over alleged misuse of their 
work to train AI models, includ-
ing a case brought by the New 
York Times against OpenAI in 
the United States.

OpenAI has repeatedly denied 
the allegations, saying its AI sys-
tems make fair use of publicly 
available data.

During a November hearing, 
OpenAI told the Delhi court it 
would not use ANI’s content 
anymore but the news agency 
argued its published works were 
stored in ChatGPT’s memory 
and should be deleted.

In the January 10 submis-
sion, OpenAI said that it is 
currently defending lit-
igation in the United 
States concerning 
the data on which 
its models have 
been trained, 
with laws there 
requiring it to 
preserve the data 
while hearings are 
pending.

OpenAI “is there-
fore under a legal ob-
ligation, under the laws of 
the United States to preserve, 
and not delete, the said training 
data”, it said.

OpenAI did not respond to a 
request for comment.

In its submission, OpenAI al-
so said the relief being claimed 
by ANI was not subject to the 
processes of Indian courts and 
was beyond their jurisdiction.

The company has “no offi ce 
or permanent establishment in 

India ... the servers on which 
(ChatGPT) stores its 

training data 
are similar-

ly situated 
outside of 
India”.

ANI, 
in 
which 
Reuters 
holds a 

26% in-
terest, in 

a statement 
said that it be-

lieves the Delhi court 
has jurisdiction to decide on 
the matter, and it would fi le a 
detailed response.

A Reuters spokesperson did 
not respond immediately to a 
request for comment but the 
agency in November said it was 
not involved in ANI’s business 
practices or operations.

The New Delhi court is due to 
hear the case on Jan. 28.

OpenAI has been gearing up 
to transition from a non-profi t 
enterprise into a for-profi t busi-
ness as it looks to capture even 
more funding to stay ahead in 
the costly AI race after raising 
$6.6 billion last year.

In recent months, it has signed 
deals with Time magazine, 
the Financial Times, Business 
Insider-owner Axel Springer, 
France’s Le Monde and Spain’s 
Prisa Media to display content.

ANI has also said it is con-
cerned about unfair competi-
tion given OpenAI’s commercial 
partnerships with other news 
organisations, and has told the 
court that in response to user 
prompts, ChatGPT reproduced 
verbatim or substantially simi-
lar extracts of ANI’s works.

In its rebuttal submission, 
OpenAI argues that ANI “has 
sought to use verbatim extracts 
of its own article as a prompt, 
in an attempt to manipulate 
ChatGPT”.

ChatGPT data removal will breach US legal obligations: OpenAI
ANI’s 

lawsuit among 
wave of similar copyright 

cases against OpenAI

ChatGPT service becoming 
increasingly popular in India

OpenAI says US law requires data 
preservation during litigation

Indian court due to hear the 
case January 28

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 23: The 
wide-ranging sanctions im-
posed by the US on the Russian 
oil sector have started to dent 
near-term oil fl ows to India 
with state-owned Bharat Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) 
saying not enough cargoes are 
available for March.

The US January 10 issued 
sweeping sanctions targeting 
the Russian energy sector. 
The measures include sanc-
tions on Russian oil producers 
Gazprom Neft and Surgutneft-
egas, the blacklisting of 183 
vessels involved in Russian 
energy exports, and curbs on 
dozens of oil traders, oilfield 
service providers, tanker 
owners and managers, insur-
ance companies and energy 
officials.

The sanctions were an-
nounced at a time when Indian 
refi ners had started to negotiate 
for March cargoes.

BPCL Director (Finance) Vet-
sa Ramakrishna Gupta told in 

an analyst call Thursday that 
Russian oil had been booked 
for January and February in 
the previous two months but 
for March “we are not getting 
suffi cient cargoes”.

The company saw Russian oil 
in the overall basket of crude 
oil it processes into fuels like 
petrol and diesel, falling to 20 
per cent in March from 31 per 
cent in the October-December 
quarter, he said.

In 2024, Russian crude im-
ports to India averaged 1.7 mil-
lion barrels per day, making 
the OPEC+ producer its largest 

supplier.
Gupta said the discounts on 

Russian oil have shrunk to $3-
3.2 per barrel from $3.5-4 at the 
start of the fi scal and $8.5 in 
fi scal year 2023-24.

This month, India has decid-
ed to shun deliveries made by 
tankers that have been sanc-
tioned by the US in the latest 
round.

Russia used these tankers to 
ship oil to countries like India 
and China after the Group of 
Seven (G7) countries in 2022 
imposed a $60 a barrel price 
cap on exports by the Kremlin. 

This cap, introduced to limit 
Moscow’s revenues to fund its 
war in Ukraine, meant that 
Western shipping and insur-
ance services were not avail-
able for any oil cargo that was 
priced more than $60 per barrel.

SHADOW FLEET
To circumvent that, Rus-

sia used the so-called shad-
ow fleet, insured by its own 
companies. This fleet has now 
been sanctioned.

There is a wind-down peri-
od until March 12, which will 
allow for existing contracts to 
finish.

“For the first two months, 
there will be no disruption. 
Within two months we will 
probably see new arrange-
ments emerging in terms of 
oil coming to India,” a senior 
government source said.

Sanctioned Russian tank-
ers will not be allowed to dock 
at Indian ports, the source 
said, adding that the only ex-
ception would be for Russian 
oil cargoes booked before Jan-
uary 10, provided they unload 
by March 12.

The sanctions sent global 
oil prices to $83-84 a barrel 
but Gupta saw this as a tem-
porary phenomenon and oil 
should settle in the $75-80 
range soon.

In the worst-case scenario, 
Russian crude, which India 
was getting at a discount, will 
not be available at a discount, 
he added.

In an attempt to restrict 
funds for Russia’s war ma-
chine, The Group of Seven 
rich nations, the European 
Union and Australia put an 
embargo on Russian crude 
and introduced a $60 per bar-
rel price cap in December 
2022. Over the next 12 months, 
the price cap and embargo 
had a significant impact on 
revenues and forced Russia to 
find new markets and ways to 
transport its oil.

Russia did this by offering 
deep discounts on its Urals 
grade crude.

In the fi rst year of the sanc-
tions, Russia was losing, on 
an average, 23 per cent of its 
Urals crude export revenues 
every month due to the price 
cap and embargo. This fi gure 
has fallen sharply to a mere 
monthly average of 9 per cent 
in the second year of the cap. 

This is because Russia built 
a network of ‘shadow’ tank-
ers, which could trade its oil 
above the cap to new markets 
in non-sanctioning countries.

US sanctions hit Russian oil imports
BPCL SEES MARCH RUSSIAN OIL INTAKE DOWN 20% AS IT AWAITS OFFERS

In 2024, Russian crude 
imports to India averaged 1.7 
million barrels per day, making 
the OPEC+ producer its largest 
supplier

Russian oil made up for 
34-35% of all oil that BPCL 
processed at the start of the 
current fi nancial year in April 2024

Russia made up for just 0.2% of all oil imported by India in the 
year ended March 31, 2022. India, however, became the second 

biggest buyer of Russian crude oil since Moscow invaded Ukraine 
in February 2022, with purchases rising to almost 40% of the 
country’s total oil purchases. The rise was primarily because 

Russian crude oil was available at a discount to other 
internationally traded oil due to the price cap and the 
European nations shunning purchases from Moscow

There is enough oil 
available in the mar-
ket and we will look 

at alternatives such as the 
Middle East to replace the 
lost volumes from Russia
VETSA RAMAKRISHNA | 
DIRECTOR FINANCE), BPCL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 23: Moody’s 
Ratings Thursday said the In-
dian rupee has depreciated by 
around 5 per cent in the last 
two years and has fallen by 20 
per cent in the last fi ve years 
making it one of the weakest 
performing currencies in South 
and South East Asia.

Of the 23 rated Indian compa-
nies, Moody’s assessed only six to 
be exposed to the effects of dollar 
strength, but these companies 
have suffi cient mitigating factors.

These companies are the 
three oil refi ning and mar-
keting companies (OMCs), 
Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
(BPCL), Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation (HPCL) and In-
dian Oil Corporation (IOCL), 
building materials producer 
UltraTech Cement, Bharti Air-
tel and ride sharing company 
ANI Technologies Pvt Ltd.

“While the rupee has depreci-
ated by only around 5 per cent 
in the last two years, it has fall-
en over 20 per cent since Janu-
ary 2020, making it one of the 
weakest-performing currencies 
in South and Southeast Asia,” 
Moody’s said in its report on 
Corporates’ South and South-
east Asia Emerging Markets.

Meanwhile, the rupee de-
clined 9 paise to settle at 86.44 
against the US dollar Thursday 
amid the strengthening Amer-
ican currency and continuous 
outfl ow of foreign funds.

Moody’s: ` weakest 
performing currency 
in Southeast Asia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Jan 23: Stock mar-
kets extended gains for the 
second day Thursday helped 
by buying in IT, consumer du-
rables and commodity stocks 
amid a largely positive trend 
in global markets.

In a volatile trade, the 
30-share index rose by 115.39 
points or 0.15 per cent to set-
tle at 76,520.38. The barome-
ter started on a negative note 
dropping by 202 points to a low 
of 76,202.12. The index pared 
losses later and climbed 338.55 
points or 0.44 per cent to hit a 

high of 76,743.54.
The broader NSE Nifty rose 

by 50 points or 0.22 per cent to 
end at 23,205.35.

From the Sensex pack, Ul-
traTech Cement, Mahindra & 
Mahindra, Sun Pharmaceuti-
cal, Zomato, Tech Mahindra, 
Tata Steel, Tata Motors, Titan, 
ITC and Bajaj Finance were the 
major gainers.

In contrast, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank, HCL Technologies, Pow-
erGrid, Reliance Industries, 
State Bank of India, Hindustan 
Unilever, IndusInd Bank, Nes-
tle India and Axis Bank were 
among the laggards.

“Uncertainty lingers wheth-
er the trade tariff measures will 
affect global trade, instigate 
higher infl ation, and currencies 
volatility. The trend holds a de-
clining momentum YTD with a 
pause today contemplating the 
upcoming 2025 budget, which 
has a muted expectation,” Vi-
nod Nair, Head of Research, 
Geojit Financial Services, said.

Meanwhile in-line Q3 results 
showcasing QoQ growth to the 
indices suggesting that Q4 will 
be much better, Nair said.

In broader markets, the BSE 
smallcap index rose 0.67 per 
cent and midcap gauge jumped 
1.78 per cent.

Among BSE sectoral indi-
ces, Consumer Durables rose 
the most by 1.95 per cent, 
Commodities by 1.86 per cent, 
Focused IT by 1.79 per cent, In-
formation Technology by 1.51 
per cent, Services 1.42 per cent 
and Consumer Discretionary 
and Healthcare went up 1.28 
per cent each.

On the other hand, Energy, 
Bankex and Oil & Gas were the 
only laggards.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 23: Car mar-
ket leader Maruti Suzuki 
India Thursday said it will 
hike prices by up to `32,500 
across various models from 
February 1 to partially offset 
the rise in input costs.

Due to rising input costs 
and operational expenses, 
the company plans to in-
crease car prices, starting 
February 1, 2025, Maruti 
Suzuki India said in a regu-
latory filing.

“While the company is 
committed to optimising 
costs and reducing the im-
pact on the customers, we 
are constrained to pass on 
some of the increased ex-
penses to the market,” it 
added.

Under the revised prices, 
the company’s compact car 

Celerio will see an increase 
in ex-showroom prices by up to 
`32,500, while that of premium 
model lnvicto by up to `30,000.

The company’s popular 
model Wagon-R price will go 
by up to `15,000 while that of 
Swift by `5,000. SUVs Brez-
za and Grand Vitara will see 
price hikes by up to `20,000 
and `25,000, respectively.

Entry-level small cars Alto 
K10 prices will rise by up to 
`19,500 and that of S-Presso by 
up to `5,000, the filing said.

Premium compact model 
Baleno’s price will go up by 
up to `9,000, compact SUV 
Fronx by up to `5,500, and 
that of compact sedan Dzire 
by up to `10,000, it added. 

The company, currently, 
sells a range of vehicles from 
entry-level Alto K-10, with 
prices starting at `3.99 lakh, 
to Invicto at `28.92 lakh.

Maruti Suzuki to hike prices 
by up to `32,500 from Feb

TOPSY-TURVY TRADE

IT stocks lead gains in indices
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Jan 23: Gold 
prices rose `170 to hit a fresh 
record high of `82,900 per 10 
grams in the national capi-
tal Thursday amid a positive 
global trend, according to the 
All India Sarafa Association.

The precious metal had 
closed at `82,730 per 10 grams 
Wednesday.

In about one year, the pre-
cious metal surged `20,180 or 
32.17 per cent to `82,900 per 
10 grams from `62,720 per 10 
grams February 23, 2024.

Extending the gains for 
the seventh straight session, 
gold of 99.5 per cent purity 
appreciated by `170 to hit an 
all-time high level of `82,500 
per 10 grams. The metal had 
finished at `82,330 per 10 
grams in the previous trad-
ing session.

Gold of 99.9 and 99.5 per cent 
purity grew `2,320 each in the 
last seven trading sessions.

However, silver prices de-
clined `500 to `93,500 per kg 
from the previous close of 
`94,000 per kg Wednesday.

Bullion traders attributed 
the rise in precious metal pric-
es to heightened demand by 
jewellers and retailers, along 
with a strong trend in the in-
ternational markets.

In the overseas markets, 
Comex gold futures fell $13.20 
per ounce or 0.48 per cent to 
$2,757.70 per ounce.

Gold hits fresh all-time 
high of `82,900/10 gm

Benchmarks rise for 2nd day on gains 
in IT, consumer durable stocks

Market capitalisation 
of BSE-listed 

companies rose by 
`2,75,359.24cr to 
`4,24,63,686.80cr 

or $4.91tn
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 23: The 
high-profi le return of India's 
stars in Ranji Trophy ended 
up as a damp squib with the 
likes of Rohit Sharma, Rish-
abh Pant and Shubman Gill 
falling cheaply Thursday, un-
able to click in the face of some 
hostile bowling on the opening 
day of their respective matches 
across different venues.

Veteran all-rounder Ravin-
dra Jadeja was the only one 
who stood out among the bat-
tery of Indian stars as he took a 
fi ve-wicket haul for Saurashtra 
to dismiss Pant's Delhi for 188 
on a Rajkot turner. 

However, it was a forgettable 
outing for the rest as they made 
the slow walk back to the hut 
following early dismissals.

Following a dismal run in 
Australia, Rohit returned to 
Ranji Trophy for defending 
champions Mumbai after a 
decade, hoping to get some 
runs under his belt ahead 
of next month's Champions 
Trophy.

But it was not to be at least 
in Mumbai's fi rst innings 
against Jammu and Kashmir 
at the BKC ground here.

Going for his trademark pull 
off Umar Nazir, Rohit (3) got a 
leading edge which was caught 
by J&K skipper Paras Dogra at 
mid-off.

His India opening partner 
Yashasvi Jaiswal (4) too fell 
cheaply for Mumbai. 

The southpaw was pinned 
in front of the wicket by Au-
qib Nabi, who made the most 
of the fresh wicket to move 
the new ball dangerously off 
the surface.

Named in the squad for the 
Champions Trophy, Shreyas 
Iyer (11) was caught at mid on 
off pacer Yudhvir Singh. 

While the turnout to watch 
the India cricketing stars at 
the stadium was low, those in 
nearby buildings, who were 

watching the action from their 
offi ce fl oors, returned to work 
soon after the 37-year-old Rohit 
was dismissed.

Anticipating fan interest, the 
Mumbai Cricket Association 
had made temporary seating 
arrangements for about 500 
people at the BKC. The turn-
out, however, was not too high 
and some empty chairs could be 
seen. Mumbai were eventually 
bowled out for a paltry 120 in 
33.2 overs. The team left out 
their in-form teenage opener 
Ayush Mhatre to accommodate 
the stars.

The 17-year-old Mhatre has 
struck two hundreds and a half 

century this season, including 
a 93-ball 148 in their previous 
game against Saurashtra 
which Mumbai won by fi ve 
wickets earlier this month. 

This is the only Ranji game 
that Rohit, Jaiswal and Iyer 
are expected to play given that 
the ODI series against England 
is due to start early next month 
and they would be joining the 
Indian ranks for it.
Pant fi zzles; Jadeja shines

In Rajkot, Pant showed up 
for Delhi in a fi rst-class game 
for the fi rst time since the 2017-
2018 season and his stay in the 
middle did not last long.

The fl amboyant left-hander 

was dismissed for 1 off 10 balls 
by veteran Saurashtra left-
arm spinner Dharmendras-
ingh Jadeja. He attempted a 
sweep only to be caught at deep 
square leg.

India all-rounder Jadeja took 
no time to be in thick of things 
as he accounted for fi ve of Del-
hi's batters in his fi rst Ranji 
game since 2023. 
No fi reworks from Gill

In Bangalore, Punjab captain 
Shubman Gill (4) was caught 
behind in the game against 
Karnataka.

The team was skittled out for 
a mere 55 with the pace duo of 
Abhilash Shetty and Vasuki 

Koushik sharing seven wick-
ets between them to destroy 
the visitors.

Gill fell to Shetty in the 
fourth over of the innings. 

The India stars made them-
selves available for Ranji 
Trophy after the BCCI made 
the contracted players' par-
ticipation in domestic cricket 
mandatory, following the 1-3 
series loss in Australia that 
opened a debate on the play-
ers' conduct and commitment 
to red-ball cricket.

The Board had to issue a 
10-point disciplinary diktat, 
urging all cricketers to spare 
time for domestic cricket.

Batting stars fl op on Ranji return
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Leh, Jan 23: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi Thursday said 
his government's top priority 
is to develop sports across the 
country, especially in Jammu 
and Kashmir and the union 
territory of Ladakh.

In a message during the open-
ing ceremony of the Khelo India 
Winter Games 2025 here, Modi 
reiterated the government's 
commitment to spread sporting 
activities across India and said 
how Ladakh and J&K have not 
only "elevated the culture of 
sports in our country, but also 
boosted tourism, showcasing the 
nation's beauty and diversity."

"Our government attaches 
top priority to sports develop-
ment in Ladakh and Jammu 
and Kashmir. Through 100 
Khelo India Centres in Jammu 
& Kashmir and three in Lada-
kh, including a State Centre of 
Excellence in Leh for athletics, 
archery, and boxing, our efforts 
are shaping the region into a 
hub of sporting excellence," 
said PM Modi. 

On an icy morning, the KIWG 
2025 got off to a rousing start at 
the iconic NDS Stadium here on 
Thursday. The fi rst part of the 
KIWG 2025 is being hosted by 
the Union Territory of Ladakh 
till January 27. 

The union territory of Jam-
mu & Kashmir will host the 
games from February 22-25.

Meanwhile the fl ight from 
Delhi, which was carrying 
Sports Minister Mansukh Man-

daviya, who was to grace the 
KIWG 2025 opening in person, 
could not land at Leh's Kushok 
Bakula Rimpochee Airport due 
to bad weather. 

Several dignitaries, includ-
ing the Lt Governor of UT-La-
dakh, Brigadier Dr BD Mishra, 
was present in the opening cer-
emony.

A cultural display and an 
exhibition ice-hockey match 
made for a crisp ceremony.

Mandaviya expressed his 
disappointment at missing the 
opening ceremony but encour-
aged all the stakeholders by 
stating that India was truly a 
"4D sports destination."

"If I talk of one and a great 
united India, then I also look at 
the diversity hidden in it and 
the benefi ts that come from it. 

"Currently we are in Leh, 
we can hold the Winter Games 
here due to the prevalent 
weather conditions. If we go to-
wards the Northeast, it's a great 
region for the development of 
adventure sports," he said. 

"Going forward, we will ex-
plore the immense possibilities 
of beach games in south India, 
we will see all our other popu-
lar games being organised on 
the west coast. This tells us that 
we are a 4D Nation in terms of 
sports," Mandaviya added. 

Khelo India Winter
Games kick off

KIWG 2025 will play a 
crucial role in taking 
our sporting excellence 
to the next level

NARENDRA MODI | PM

Continuing their disappointing form in red-ball cricket, Rohit, Jaiswal, Pant and Gill fall for single-digit scores in domestic format

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Jan 23: The Mum-
bai Cricket Association (MCA) 
Thursday achieved the Guin-
ness World Record for the largest 
cricket ball sentence using 14,505 
red and white varieties of the ball 
here at the Wankhede Stadium. 

The feat came as a part of 
MCA's grand celebrations for 

the completion of 50 years of one 
of India's iconic cricket venues, 
the Wankhede Stadium here, 
which has been home to some 
of Indian cricket's superstars. 

It was also the venue where 
India achieved their second 
50-over World Cup title in 2011 
under the legendary MS Dhoni.

“We are thrilled to announce 
that the Mumbai Cricket Asso-

ciation has achieved a Guinness 
World Record for the largest 
cricket ball sentence at Wank-
hede Stadium, using 14,505 red 
& white cricket balls,” said MCA 
president Ajinkya Naik.

“This incredible feat, com-
memorating the 50th anniver-
sary of the fi rst Test match at 
Wankhede, is dedicated to the 
memory of Late Shri Eknath 

Solkar and other former Mum-
bai players who have served 
Mumbai cricket and are no 
longer with us,” he added. 

The record was created on the 
anniversary of the fi rst interna-
tional match at the Wankhede 
Stadium played in 1975 from 
January 23-29 between India 
and the West Indies. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jakarta, Jan 23: India's cam-
paign came to an early end at 
the Indonesia Masters Super 
500 badminton tournament 
after Lakshya Sen and the star 
men's doubles pair of Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty crashed out in the sec-
ond round here Thursday.

Sen, ranked 10th in the 
world, extended his struggling 
run on the international circuit 
with a loss in the men's singles 
second round against Japan's 
Kenta Nishimoto 16-21 21-12 
21-23 in 50 minutes.

If that was not enough, Asian 
Games champions Satwik and 
Chirag, who reached back-to-
back semifi nals at Malaysia 
Super 1000 and India Super 
750 in the last two weeks, also 
exited from the tournament 
with a hard-fought 20-22 21-23 
loss against Thai combination 
of Kittinupong Kedren and De-
chapol Puavaranukroh. 

Earlier in the day, the mixed 
doubles pair of Dhruv Kapila 

and Tanshia Crasto squan-
dered an early lead to go down 
21-18 15-21 19-21 against Malay-
sia's Pang Ron Hoo and Su Yin 
Cheng in the second round.

The women's doubles pair 
of seasoned Ashwini Ponnap-
pa and Tanisha Crasto too fell 
by the wayside, losing a hard-
fought three-game second round 
match 21-13 22-24 18-21 against 
Malaysian combination of Pei 
Kee Go and Mei Xing Teoh.

Sen, an Asian Games silver 
medallist and Commonwealth 
Games gold winner, made a poor 
start to the match as he lost the 
fi rst game. The Indian's famed 
defence was ably tackled by the 
lower-ranked Nishimoto as he 
took a 9-3 lead and never looked 

back, despite Sen trying to make a 
comeback at 10-11. But Nishimoto 
employed fast rallies and closed 
out the fi rst game comfortably.

Sen made a fast start to the 
second game and raced to a 6-3 
lead with an aggressive smash. 

Nishimoto opted for long 
rallies to tire out Sen but the 
Indian's smart strokeplay hand-
ed him a 11-6 lead at the break. 

Nishimoto then committed 
plenty of errors at the net as 
Sen's retrieving capacity was 
on full display while he extend-
ed his lead to 16-8. 

The Japanese was troubled 
by the drift as Sen picked up 
points at will to close out the 
second game at 21-12 and force 
the match into the decider.

INDONESIA MASTERS

Another low for Indian badminton
Sen, Satwik-Chirag 
pair bow as India's 

campaign ends 

MCA achieves Guinness World Record
We are thrilled to 
announce that the 
Mumbai Cricket 
Association has 

achieved a Guinness World 
Record for the largest cricket 
ball sentencee at Wankhede 
Stadium, using 14,505 red & 
white cricket balls
AJINKYA NAIK | PRESIDENT MCA

Clarke in Australian 
Cricket Hall of Fame 
Melbourne: World Cup-winning 
former captain Michael Clarke 
has become the 64th player to 
be inducted into the Australian 
Cricket Hall of Fame, the sport's 
governing body in the country 
announced Thursday. The 
induction ceremony took place 
at the Sydney Cricket Ground 
Wednesday. Over 8600 Test runs, 
28 hundreds and the only cricketer 
to hit a Test triple-century on the 
SCG. In his 12-year career, Clarke 
piled on the runs in Tests and 
ODIs, aggregating 8643 and 7981 
respectively, at an average of 49.10 
and 44.58. He reserved his best 
for the longest format in which he 
amassed 28 hundreds including a 
memorable 329 against India at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground. 

U19 T20 Women's WC: 
India enter Super Six 
Kuala Lumpur:  Opener G Trisha's 
composed 49 and pacers' excellent 
new ball spell fashioned India's 
lopsided 60-run win over Sri Lanka 
and their entry into the Super Six of 
the ICC U19 T20 Women's World Cup 
as Group A toppers here Thursday. 
On a spiteful pitch, Trisha’s 44-ball 
knock (5x4, 1x6) was worth its 
weight in gold as it guided India to 
a competitive 118 for nine. Pacers 
VJ Joshitha and Shabnam then 
tore through the Lankan top-order 
to reduce them to 9 for four in 3.2 
overs, and run out of skipper Manudi 
Nanayakkara an over later had them 
reeling at 12 for fi ve. Sri Lanka were 
eventually restricted to 58 for nine in 
20 overs as India fi nished the group 
engagements with all-win record 
in three matches. 

Banned shuttler denies 
doping violation
New Delhi: Leading men's doubles 
shuttler Krishna Prasad Garaga 
on Thursday denied taking any 
prohibited substance after he was 
banned for four years for a doping 
violation, insisting that the adverse 
fi nding could be a result of hormonal 
issues. While Garaga, a member 
of the Thomas Cup-winning Indian 
squad in 2022, has been banned, 
women's doubles player Swetaparna 
Panda too could be facing a similar 
sanction after the National Anti 
Doping Agency's (NADA) adverse 
fi ndings against her. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Jan 23:  Continu-
ing his rapid rise, world cham-
pion D Gukesh dethroned com-
patriot Arjun Erigiasi to be-
come the highest-ranked Indian 
chess player, at fourth, in the 
latest FIDE rankings Thursday.

Gukesh, 18, achieved the 
feat when he logged his sec-
ond victory in the Tata Steel 
Tournament in Wijk Aan Zee 
(Netherlands) defeating Vin-
cent Keymer of Germany.

Gukesh, who was awarded 
the Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna 
recently, has amassed 2784 rat-
ing points, while Erigaisi, who 
was the highest-ranked Indian 
for a long time, has slipped to 
fi fth with 2779.5 rating points.

Norway's Magnus Carlsen 
continues to be the undisputed 
world No 1 with 2832.5 points, 
followed by United States' 
Grandmaster Hikaru Nakamu-
ra (2802) and country-mate Fa-
biano Caruana (2798).

Gukesh has been in sublime 
form ever since he beat China's 
Ding Liren to clinch the world 
title in Singapore in December 

last year. He took a break from 
the game to attend to functions 
and festivities back home and 
skipped the World Rapid and 
Blitz Championship in New York.

On his return to the board, 
Gukesh has not lost a single 
game in Wijk Aan Zee. He has 
two victories and three draws 
so far in the tournament with 
eight rounds still to go.

Erigaisi had became India's 
top-rated player in September 
last year and in December 
achieved his peak rating of 
2801, which had made him the 
15th-highest rated player in his-
tory and only the second Indian 
after fi ve-time world champion 
Viswanathan Anand to beach 
the 2800 threshold.

Erigaisi, who was a part of 
India's triumphant journey in 
the Chess Olympiad in Buda-
pest last year, had gone to the 
World Rapid and Blitz Champi-
onship in New York hoping to 
secure a Candidates berth but 
returned home disappointed.

Gukesh becomes India’s No 1
The world champion 
dethrones Erigiasi to 
claim highest chess 
ranking, at fourth

Delhi SG Pipers beat 
Odisha Warriors 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, Jan 23: Elodie Picard's 
brilliance between the sticks 
gave Delhi SG Pipers a conso-
lation 3-2 win against Odisha 
Warriors in the shootout in the 
Women's Hockey India League 
here Thursday.

The teams were locked at 
1-1 at the end of regulation 
60 minutes. Delhi SG Pipers 
drew the fi rst blood from a 
penalty stroke through skipper 
Navneet Kaur (28th minute) be-
fore Odisha Warriors equalised 
from a penalty corner by Yibbi 
Jansen (35th).

Delhi SG Pipers ended their 
campaign at the bottom of the 
four-team tournament with fi ve 
points from six games, while 
Odisha Warriors are at the top 
of the table with 11 points from 
six matches.

The SG Pipers carved out the 
fi rst chance of the match around 
the eighth minute when their 
skipper Navneet made a bril-
liant run into the circle and 
opted for a slapshot across the 
goal but Geeta Yadav couldn't 
get her stick to the ball. 

Odisha Warriors made their 
attacking intent known soon 
after as Sakshi Rana threaded 
a peach of a pass for Michelle 
Fillet in front of the goal. 

REUTERS

Madrid, Jan 23: Real Madrid 
became the fi rst soccer team 
to register one billion euros 
($1.04 billion) in revenue in a 
single season in 2023-24, with 
the Spanish side topping the 
Deloitte Football Money League 
as the world’s highest reve-
nue-generating club once again.

Real Madrid had overtaken 
Manchester City to return to 
the summit after they generat-
ed total revenue of 831 million 
euros in the 2022-23 season.

Three trophies in the 2023-24 
campaign -- including LaLiga 
and the Champions League -- 
plus increased match day rev-
enue following the completion 
of renovation works at the Ber-
nabeu Stadium ensured they 
stayed top of the list.

Deloitte said Real’s match 
day revenue doubled to 248 mil-
lion euros while a new sleeve 
sponsorship and increased mer-
chandise sales produced com-
mercial revenue of 482 million 
euros -- a 19% increase.

The report also said that the top 
20 revenue generating clubs in the 
world made a record 11.2 billion 
euros in the 2023-24 season thanks 
to record matchday, broadcast 
and commercial revenues.

Madrid fi rst club to generate 
1bn euros revenue in season

The club generated 1.045 
billion euros in 2023-24, 

becoming world’s highest 
revenue-generating club 

once again
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