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Rakul’s perspective Trump pushes trade war Gold prices up again Panghal turns pro
Actor Rakul Preet Singh says 
a comfort zone is a 
beautiful place, but nothing 
ever grows there

Donald Trump plans to unveil 
reciprocal tariffs which could take 
aim at every country that charges 
duties on US imports

Gold prices rise `140 to `88,100 
per 10 grams in the national 
capital Thursday amid strong 
trends in international markets

India's lone male boxer to win a 
world championship silver medal, 
Amit Panghal, becomes the latest 
from the country to turn professional
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

After making Valentine's couple 
sanskari, we'll celebrate by watching 

a Samay Raina comedy show

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 13: A new 
global survey conducted across 
30 countries and released ahead 
of Valentine’s Day reveals that 
Indians are among the least 
satisfi ed with their love lives.

The ‘Love Life Satisfaction 
2025’ survey results were led 
by countries such as Colombia 
(82 per cent), Thailand (81 per 
cent), Mexico (81 per cent), In-
donesia (81 per cent), and Ma-
laysia (79 per cent). India at 63 
per cent, South Korea at 59 per 
cent, and Japan at 56 per cent 
were at the bottom.

It was conducted by leading 
market research and polling 
company Ipsos with a sample 
size of 23,765 adults across 30 
countries and more than 2,000 
in India.

“Indians largely live in joint 

families and those in nuclear 
families have familial responsi-
bilities, work pressures, career 
and societal pressures, leaving 
less time for romance, physical 
intimacy and love,” Ashwini 
Sirsikar, group service line 
leader, Ipsos UU & Synthesio, 
said in a statement.

The survey also looked at 
different parameters separately 
to assess how Indians stacked 
up. While 64 per cent of Indians 
polled said they feel loved, only 
57 per cent of Indians claimed 
to be satisfi ed with their roman-
tic/sex life.

However, as per the fi ndings, 
more Indians (67 per cent) were 
satisfi ed with the relationship 
shared with their spouse.

“Interestingly, happiness 
with sex life and partner was 
seen to be co-related. People 
in countries that are more sat-

isfi ed with their relationship 
with their partner are more 
likely to be satisfi ed with their 
romantic/sex life,” it said.

“Some countries were out-

liers, like Brazil, South Korea 
and India, where people are 
less satisfi ed with their partner 
compared to their level of sat-
isfaction with their romantic/

sex life,” it added. The fi ndings 
also suggested those on a high-
er income were more likely to 
feel loved and be happier with 
their romantic/sex lives.

For instance, it suggested 
that 83 per cent of high-income 
earners across 30 countries 
say they are satisfi ed with the 
love in their life compared to 
76 per cent of those on a middle 
income and 69 per cent on a low 
income. The same trend holds 
true for their romantic and sex-
ual satisfaction as well.

“Sixty-seven percentage of 
people with a high income are 
satisfi ed with their sex life 
compared to only 51 per cent 
of low-income earners,” it said.

Around 2,200 individuals 
were surveyed in India. Of 
them, approximately 1,800 
were interviewed face-to-face 
and 400 online.

Indians least satisfi ed with their love lives: Survey
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow, Feb 13: A wedding 
in Lucknow saw an uninvited 
guest, a leopard, who strayed 
into the venue, leaving a For-
est offi cial injured, attendees in 
panic and the bride and groom 
stranded in a car for hours.

The incident happened in the 
Buddheshwar road area of the 
state capital Wednesday night 
when the leopard entered a ban-
quet hall, creating panic among 
the guests who frantically start-
ed running to save their lives, 
an eyewitness recalls.

Even the bride and groom 
who were in the marriage hall 
ran off and locked themselves 
in a car, the eyewitness said.

Police and the Forest de-
partment offi cials immediately 

reached the spot. The leopard 
was caught and tranquillised 
after hours of efforts at around 
2am. According to police, Forest 
department offi cial Mukaddar 
Ali sustained injuries in his 
hand while catching the leopard.

A guest said that until the an-
imal was caught, the families of 
both the bride and groom sat in 
their vehicles for safety. In a vid-
eo purportedly of the incident, 
the leopard can be seen snatch-
ing an offi cial’s weapon as he 
tries to overpower the animal.

PANIC AS LEOPARD 
GATECRASHES WEDDING

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 13: President’s 
rule was imposed in strife-torn 
Manipur Thursday and the 
state Assembly put under sus-
pended animation, a few days 
after Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh resigned from his post 
that led to political uncertainty 
in the northeastern state.

The Manipur Assembly, which 
has a tenure till 2027, has been 
put under suspended anima-
tion, according to a notifi cation 
issued by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. Singh, who was heading 
the BJP government in Manipur, 
resigned as CM after nearly 21 
months of ethnic violence that 
has claimed over 250 lives so far.

He resigned February 9 and 
submitted his resignation to 
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla 
in Imphal, hours after his meet-
ing with Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah here.

The decision to impose the 
Central rule was taken after 
the Governor sent a report to 
President Droupadi Murmu.

“After considering the report 
and other information received 
by me, I am satisfi ed that a sit-
uation has arisen in which the 
government of that state cannot 
be carried on in accordance 
with the provisions of the Con-
stitution of India,” the notifi ca-

tion said. It further said, “Now, 
therefore, in exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by Article 356 of the 
Constitution, and of all other pow-
ers enabling me in that behalf, I 
hereby proclaim that I assume 
to myself as President of India 
all functions of the government 
of the state of Manipur and all 
powers vested in or exercisable 
by the Governor of that state.” 
The decision to impose the Pres-
ident’s rule by the BJP-led Centre 
came as the party failed to have 
a consensus on chief ministerial 
candidate despite having several 
rounds of discussions between 
party’s northeast in-charge Sam-
bit Patra and legislators.

Singh’s tenure as CM was 
marked by a number of con-
troversies, primarily centred 
on his handling of ethnic vio-
lence, allegations of instigating 

confl ict, and questions regard-
ing his governance.

One of the most signifi cant 
controversies of Singh’s ten-
ure was the ethnic violence that 
erupted in May 2023. It fi nally 
cost him the key post.

The ethnic strife, which saw 
brutal clashes between the ma-
jority Meitei community in the 
Imphal Valley and the Kuki-Zo 
tribal groups in the surround-
ing hills, resulted in over 250 
deaths and displaced thousands 
of people. The state’s inability 
to contain it raised serious con-
cerns about Singh’s leadership.

Singh’s response to the vio-
lence, however, included a pub-
lic apology in December 2023, 
where he expressed regret for the 
deaths and displacement caused 
by the unrest. In February, a new 
controversy erupted when audio 

tapes allegedly featuring Singh 
were leaked, in which he was 
purportedly heard discussing 
how the ethnic violence was in-
stigated with his approval.

Kuki Organisation for Hu-
man Rights Trust, a vocal critic 
of Singh's handling of the ethnic 
confl ict, sought a court-mon-
itored probe into the authen-
ticity of the tapes. This led to a 
Supreme Court ruling ordering 
the CFSL to verify the tapes’ au-
thenticity and submit a report.

Meanwhile, Congress said 
President’s rule in Manipur 
came only after the fabric of 
state’s society was allowed to 
be ‘severely damaged’.

“Finally what the Indian 
National Congress has been de-
manding for almost 20 months 
has happened. President’s rule 
has been imposed in Manipur. 
This has come after what the Su-
preme Court called ‘the absolute 
breakdown of constitutional ma-
chinery in the state’ which saw 
the killing of over 300 people and 
displacement of over 60,000 men, 
women, and children since May 
3, 2023,” Congress general secre-
tary, communications, Jairam 
Ramesh said in a post on X.

“This has come after the 
fabric of Manipur’s society 
has been allowed to be severe-
ly damaged, if not totally de-
stroyed,” he said.  P9
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Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: Gov-
ernor Hari Babu Kambham-
pati Thursday said the people 
of Odisha opted for a change 
of government in the 2024 elec-
tions, describing it not just as a 
political decision but as a ‘dec-
laration of faith’.

In his customary address in 
the Assembly at the start of the 
Budget Session, Kambhampa-
ti presented a vision of change 
and progress for the state.

He remarked that despite 
Odisha’s glorious past and 
abundant human resources, the 
state had struggled to fully real-
ise its immense potential. “The 
state’s promises often remained 
unrealised. The people of Odi-
sha, with hope in their hearts 
and a vision for the future, opt-
ed for change over continuity 
in the 2024 elections,” he said.

The Governor emphasised 
that the people were tired of 
waiting for a transformation 
that never seemed to arrive. 
“They embraced the promise 
of my government that they 
would listen, understand, and 
act. Their vote was not just a 
political decision, it was a dec-
laration of faith,” he added.

“The new government has 
shouldered the responsibility of 
taking the state forward with a 
vision of prosperity,” he said.

He highlighted several initia-
tives such as implementation of 
the fl agship ‘Subhadra’ scheme 
aimed at benefi ting one crore 
women, ‘Samrudha Krushak Yo-
jana’ for farmers, and opening the 
‘Ratna Bhandar’ of Srimandir. 
He also mentioned efforts to re-
vive the Odia Asmita (pride) and 
launch of programmes to empow-
er the poor, youth, and women.

He also noted that the state gov-
ernment has received three lakh 
suggestions for ‘Vision 2036’, which 
aims to build a developed Odisha 
with a target of a $500 billion econ-
omy by 2036. He said the state has 
implemented the National Edu-
cation Policy, Ayushman Bharat 
in the health sector, Kamadhenu 
scheme for dairy farmers and 
others. He also mentioned plans 
to fi ll 1.5 lakh government jobs 
over the next fi ve years. 

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 13: The Cen-
tre has provided a Z-category 
armed protection cover to Ti-
betan spiritual leader Dalai La-
ma in view of potential security 
threats to him, offi cial sources 
said Thursday.

The Union Home Ministry 
has directed the VIP security 
wing of the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) to take 
charge of the 89-year-old leader.

The sources said the Dalai 
Lama would be secured by a 
Z-category protection cover of 
CRPF commandos in all parts 
of the country.

He had a small protection 
cover of the Himachal Pradesh 
Police. The security cover was 
extended when he travelled to 
Delhi or any other place by the 
local police.

The government has now 
granted him a uniform security 
cover after a review by Central 
intelligence agencies, a senior 
offi cer said. A team of about 30 
CRPF commandos will work in 
shifts to secure the Dalai Lama, 
he said.

In a similar move, the Home 
Ministry has provided a Z-cat-
egory cover to BJP leader Sam-
bit Patra, 50, in Manipur, the 
sources said.

Z-category security 
cover for Dalai Lama

Manipur goes under Centre Guv: 2024 govt change 
a declaration of faith

NATURE’S FURY: Volcanic steam and ashes rise from Mount Etna, Italy  REUTERS
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New Delhi, Feb 13: Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman introduced the Income 
Tax Bill, 2025 in the Lok Sabha 
Thursday and urged Speaker 
Om Birla to refer it to a select 
committee of the House.

Opposition members opposed 
the Bill at the introduction stage 
but the House passed a motion 
by voice vote for its introduc-
tion. While moving the Bill for 
introduction, Sitharaman urged 
Birla to refer the draft law to a 
select committee of the House. 
She urged the Speaker to take 
a call on the proposed panel’s 
composition and rules.

The Bill will replace termi-
nologies such as ‘assessment 
year’ and ‘previous year’ with 
the easier-to-understand ‘tax 
year’ as part of a move to sim-
plify language while removing 
provisos and explanations.

NEW I-T BILL 
INTRODUCED

MODI MEETS US 
NSA, ELON MUSK
AGENCIES

Washington, Feb 13: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said he 
had a ‘fruitful meeting’ with US 
National Security Advisor (NSA) 
Michael Waltz and they discussed 
defence, technology and security 
areas, which are important as-
pects of the India-US ties.

“Had a fruitful meeting with 
NSA @michaelgwaltz. He has 
always been a great friend of 
India,” Modi said in a post on X.

“Defence, technology and 
security are important aspects 
of India-USA ties and we had a 
wonderful discussion around 
these issues. There is strong 
potential for cooperation in 
sectors like AI, semiconduc-
tors, space and more,” he said.

After his meeting with Waltz, 
Modi met SpaceX CEO Elon 
Musk. Musk arrived at Blair 
House with his three young kids.

Modi arrived in the US capi-
tal Wednesday evening for a bi-
lateral meeting with President 
Donald Trump. FILE PHOTO



Mumbai: 
The 1990s 
marked a 
transfor-
mative 
period for 
the Indian 
fi lm indus-
try with the 
liberalisation of the 
economy. As the market opened up, 
new avenues for earnings emerged, and actors 
gained unprecedented visibility and endorse-
ment deals. Chiranjeevi was the fi rst Indian 
actor to earn over `1 crore per fi lm with Aa-
padbandhavudu in 1992. However, the fi rst 
actress to achieve this milestone was Sridevi. 
She charged `1 crore for the 1993 fi lm Roop Ki 
Rani Choron Ka Raja, making her the high-
est-paid actress in Bollywood at the time.

Sridevi’s stardom was unparalleled, even 
surpassing the Khans during her peak. 

While Shah Rukh, Salman and Aamir 
along with other top stars like Sunny 

Deol and Sanjay Dutt, earned `50-75 
lakh during the early to mid-90s, Sri-
devi commanded a fee higher than 
even her male counterparts. By 
the mid-90s, she was a dominant 
force in Tamil, Telugu and Hindi 
cinema, headlining fi lms like Gum-
raah, Army, and Laadla.

In 1996, at the age of 33, she re-
tired from acting to focus on 

her family after becoming 
pregnant with her fi rst 

child. Her fi nal fi lm 
before her break was 
Judaai in 1997. She 

made a comeback 
in 2012 with En-

glish Vinglish 
and later ap-

peared in Pu-
li (2015) and 
Mom (2017) 
before her 
tragic 
death 
in 2018.  
AGENCIES

You will be very sensitive 
about the image you project 
socially and professionally. Ganesha sees 
you treating this very seriously and doing 
everything you can to make this right im-
pression. Today, you will remain decent, 
dignifi ed and fosussed in all that you do. 
Do not be too eager to please others. 

Routine work bores you, and 
today you will go all out to 
break free from the shackles 
of boredom. The results, however, may 
not be as dramatic. You will have to 
depend on your children, if any, to rescue 
you from the tyranny of routine. Monetary 
gains can be expected either in the form 
of inheritance of ancestral property or as 
increment in your basic salary.

Your pride and self-confi -
dence will help you to excel 
in whatever task it is that 
you take up today. Other people will also 
praise you. You will buy new clothes and 
other possessions that you have been 
desiring since a long time, says Ganesha.

You will be faced with serious 
fi nancial problems today. 
You may even have to pay 
through your nose to get what you desire. 
Later in the evening, you might accom-
plish some short-term goals. Ganesha 
predicts that some vital business agree-
ments will end your day in high spirits.

Be vigilant; keep your eyes 
and ears open for all the 
events happening around 
you, says Ganesha. Your intuition is trying 
to tell you something, trust it. Think and 
act positively, the rest would fall in place.

Work is likely to keep you 
on toes. At work place, you 
and your opinions will be in 
demand. Those who are associated with 
stock exchange and shares will be happy 
to gain profi ts during the afternoon. Wait 
and watch the end result in the evening.

You have projected yourself 
as a confused individual, and 
rightfully so, as the Lions are 
most of times in double mind. But, today 
you'll come up with a specifi c career plan 
that will surprise many of the people. Be 
clear about what you want to do in life, 
how you want your life to be and make 
sincere efforts to achieve that stage, 
guides Ganesha.

You will take the road to 
spirituality today and give a 
miss to materialism. You will 
visit temples, other religious places, and 
spiritual leaders to fi nd answers for some 
of your questions. It will, however, take a 
while for you to distinguish between mys-
ticism and materialism, and understand 
that you can have the best of both worlds.

You will not take matters to 
heart needlessly today, and 
will instead calmly evaluate 
the bitter words of others to see if there 
is a grain of truth in them somewhere. 
This is a good practice and one that 
should be continued. While you won’t be 
in the mood to tolerate any injustice, you 
will be able to forgive those who have 
wronged you and will thus be able to 
refrain from stoking further, the fi res of 
enmity, says Ganesha.

Ganesha says you will 
be able to improve your 
relations abroad. There will be good news 
coming from friends or relatives living 
abroad. Your working ability and effi cien-
cy will make you popular in the offi ce 
today. In the day today you shall have a 
variety of good and bad experiences.

Don't meddle in others' 
affairs today, suggests 
Ganesha. For they will not take it kindly. 
Adopt the middle path. Ganesha feels 
that you must keep your bravado and 
boldness in check.

Your ability to let go things 
will refl ect in your personal 
as well as your professional 
life. Today could be a signifi cant day for 
you, and Ganesha advises you not to for-
get your special abilities. Make good use 
of them so that others too can benefi t.
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ANISTON STILL IN 
SEARCH OF LOVE

MILLIE BROWN DOESN’T 
HAVE TOO MANY FRIENDS

After a string of highly publicised relation-
ships, including her marriages to Brad Pitt 
and Justin Theroux, Hollywood actress Jen-
nifer Aniston has made a conscious effort to 
keep her personal life out of the spotlight. 
However, a new report suggests that the ac-
tor has not lost hope in fi nding love.

Millie Bobby Brown recently shared that 
she doesn't have many friends. The 
Stranger Things actress was just 11 when 
she joined the Netfl ix series and she 
admitted growing up on set, where she 
was privately tutored has left her with a 
lack of social skills. 

CROSSWORD

C
R

O
S

S
W

O
R

D
S

U
D

O
K

U

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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Mumbai: Bollywood actress Rakul Preet Singh agrees that 
the comfort zone can be an enemy. She believes stepping out 
of it and doing hard things leads to growth. 

Rakul took to her Instagram, where she posted a quote, 
which read: “Comfort Zone Is Your Enemy… A comfort zone is 
a beautiful place, but nothing ever grows there.” - Unknown... 
One of the biggest reasons people are lazy and always want to 

do everything tomorrow is because they are too com-
fortable with their lives. They don’t want to change 

the way things are going. Doing the things that 
you’re always doing is easy, but it doesn’t lead 

to the growth that you want.
“Growth demands that you step out of 

your comfort zone and do the hard 
things. It’s easy to watch.”

She captioned it as: “It is what 
it is.”

Rakul is gearing up for the 
release of her upcoming fi lm 
Mere Husband Ki Biwi and 
had recently shared that 
her character Antara in 
the movie is a very head-
strong girl and someone 
who has a lot of self-
love as well.

Talking about 
her character, 
she shares, “So 
my character 
of Antara is 
a very head-
strong girl, 
someone 
who has 
a lot of 
self-love 
as well... 
She’s an 
adven-
ture-lov-
ing girl, 
you know, 
and a lot into 
sports.” IANS

New Delhi: It’s the season 
of red roses, hearts and choc-
olates but couples out on a 
movie date to rekindle their 
romance or perhaps begin one 
can pick only from a histor-
ical-actioner or a superhero 
fi lm, unless they settle for a 
rerun of a nine-year-old fi lm.

 This Valentine’s Day, 
which falls Friday, only 
three new fi lms would have 
released. There’s Vicky 
Kaushal’s historical action 
drama Chhaava, superhero 
fi lm Captain America: Brave 
New World and scattered 

screenings of the latest in the 
Bridget Jones franchise.

 It is a far cry from earlier 
years when romantic dramas 

were an important part of Hin-
di cinema’s release calendar. 

That the two romances cur-
rently in theatres are the 2016 
Sanam Teri Kasam, starring 
Harshwardhan Rane and Pa-
kistani actor Mawra Hocane, 
and the recently released 
Loveyaapa with Junaid Khan 
and Khushi Kapoor is telling. 
The former, a fl op when it re-
leased, is a surprise hit and 
the latter is doing humdrum 
business.

 The inevitable question be-
ing asked is this - why have 
love and longing disappeared 
from the big screen, the kind 
shown in Qayamat Se Qaya-

mat Tak, Maine Pyar Kiya 
and, of course, Dilwale Dul-
hania Le Jayenge . 

Have people lost interest or 
is it simply a temporary phase 
as Hindi cinema tries to fi nd 
a solution to increase footfalls 
in theatres? 

Filmmakers and trade in-
siders argue that romantic 
stories will always stay in 
demand. If the re-release suc-
cess of some fi lms is any indi-
cation, it is time to come up 
with a great love story once 
again. But are fi lmmakers 
listening.  PTI

Maddy talks about 
re-release trend

Mumbai: Actor R Madhavan recently shared 
his thoughts on the trend of re-released fi lms 
like Sanam Teri Kasam, Tumbbad, and 
Rockstar, which have been enjoying massive 
success at the box offi ce, while new releases 
struggle to make an impact. Madhavan, whose 
2001 fi lm Rehnaa Hai Terre Dil Mein was re-re-
leased in August 2024 after 23 years, attributes 
this trend to nostalgia. “People want to relive 
the experience of watching these fi lms in the-
atres, especially those that didn’t get much 
appreciation when they fi rst released, like 
Rehnaa Hai Terre Dil Mein and Tumbbad.” He 
adds, “All these fi lms didn’t get much appreci-
ation when they fi rst released, but over a period 
became a cult hit. So, the audiences want to see 
the original glory and enjoy the nostalgia.”

While Madhavan acknowledges the success of 
re-releases, he believes it’s just a passing trend. 
“Re-releases won’t be a game-changer; they’re 
mostly extra pocket money for producers,” he says, 
adding that nostalgia doesn’t equate to long-term 
success. He also highlights the challenges for new 
fi lms, noting that in today’s world, fi lmmakers are 
competing not only with social media content but 
also with the nostalgia surrounding older fi lms. “To 
earn respect, we need to be better than K-pop,” he 
concludes, referencing the growing infl uence of in-
ternational content, especially Korean media. AGENCIES

Romance missing from theatres this Valentine’s Day

‘Comfort zone
is your enemy'

First Indian 
female actor 

to charge `1cr



INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: Lead-
er of Opposition in the state 
Assembly and former Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik 
Thursday accused the BJP 
government of hijacking the 
credits for the achievements 
of the previous BJD govern-
ment. 

Speaking to media persons 
regarding Governor Hari 
Babu Kambhampati’s speech 
in the Assembly Thursday, 
Patnaik said: “In the Gov-
ernor’s address today, this 
BJP government is trying to 
take credit for many of the 
achievements of my govern-
ment. The government should 
concentrate on various ar-
eas where it is failing, like 
the law and order situation, 
rising prices and unemploy-
ment.”

Meanwhile, BJD Leader 
Goutam Buddha Das said 
that Governor Kambhampa-
ti is new to Odisha and has 
no knowledge of the ground 
reality in the state.

Das also alleged that the 
Governor just read out the 
information supplied by the 
state government.

However, Industry Minis-
ter Sampad Chandra Swain 
advised Patnaik to introspect 
on his statement.

“We launched new schemes 
for women like the Subhadra 
Yojana, increased MSP for 
farmers to `3,100, and we 
have been working to fulfil 

the commitment made during 
the time of election. In our 
period, the law and order 
situation is better than their 
(BJD government) period. 
During Utkarsh Odisha-Make 
In Odisha Conclave-2025, we 
received `16.78 lakh crore in-
vestment intent and signed 
MoUs of 13 lakhs crores. 
This will generate massive 
job opportunities in the 
state. Everyone knows how 
many MoUs were signed and 
how much investments were 
grounded during the former 
Chief Minister’s tenure,” said 
Swain.

The Budget session of the 
Odisha Assembly commenced 
Thursday with the inaugural 
address of Governor Hari Ba-
bu Kambhampati.

The Governor in his ad-
dress highlighted various 
achievements of the state 
government during the last 
eight months.

He claimed that the state 
government led by Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi 
has taken several landmark 
decisions with an aim to em-
power the poor, youth, farm-
ers and women of the state.

The third session of the 
17th Odisha Legislative As-
sembly which is scheduled to 
continue till April 5 in two 
phases will have 28 work-
ing days. Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi, who 
is also the Finance Minis-
ter, will present the budget 
February 17.

P3 
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MUSICAL EVENING
Musicians perform during cultural 
programme ‘Barnali’ organised by 

Rudrakshya Foundation, at Guru 
Kelucharan Mohapatra Auditorium 

in Bhubaneswar Thursday

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT) 
has directed disciplinary ac-
tion against Begunia tehsildar 
in Khurda district over allega-
tions of unauthorised cutting 
of trees for a road construc-
tion project under Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY).

According to reports, res-
idents of Chima village un-
der Begunia block had ap-
proached the NGT, alleging 
that over 100 trees, including 
fruit-bearing and matured 
ones, were felled May 21, 2024 
without approval from the 
Khurda divisional forest offi-

cer (DFO). They claimed that 
tree cutting was not part of 
the approved road construc-
tion plan for which it led to 

environmental degradation 
and financial loss.

Acting on the complaint, the 
apex environment watchdog 

constituted a committee to in-
vestigate the matter. The East-
ern Zone bench of NGT, led by 
Justice B Amit Sthalekar and 
Judicial Member Arun Kumar 
Verma, reviewed the findings 
and confirmed the evidence 
of illegal tree cutting. They 
also identified 12 tree stumps 
during inspections at the site.

The tribunal, in its fi nal 
order issued January 29, ob-
served gross negligence on the 
part of Begunia tehsildar for 
failing to report the illegality 
in time.

The NGT order said, “There 
has been a lack of prompti-
tude, sincerity, and devotion 
towards duty on the part of the 
tehsildar, leading to grave loss 
of revenue to the exchequer.”

Consequently, the tribunal 
directed disciplinary action 
against tehsildar Tapas Ku-
mar Bishi.

Reports from Tangi range 
officer and the NGT-constitut-
ed committee confirmed the 
presence of tree stumps from 
species like fasi, kochila, and 
mai, while evidence suggested 
the felling of kasi, neem, sal, 
jackfruit, and aksia.

The direction comes after 
residents of Chima village 

under Begunia block 
approached the apex 

green body, alleging that 
over 100 trees were felled 

illegally for a PMGSY 
road project May 21, 2024

ILLEGAL TREE FELLING

NGT for action against Begunia tehsildar

Notice to CS over CNG station 
Bhubaneswar: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has served a notice 
to the Chief Secretary, seeking a response to a petition challenging 
the installation of CNG (Compressed Natural Gas) station and District 
Regulating Station (DRS) in residential areas of the City in violation of 
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) norms. The Eastern Zone bench 
of the NGT, while hearing a petition by Sukadev Mohanty, a resident 
of HIG-179, Kanan Vihar, Phase 1 where a CNG and Piped Natural Gas 
(PNG) station is being setup, directed the authorities to submit replies 
within four weeks. The applicant stated that GAIL India Limited had 
applied for supply of gas pipeline in Bhubaneswar, under Khurda district, 
and started construction over plot no 457 in Khata 619, Kisan Gocahara 
in Chandrasekharpur Mouza within BMC. It was alleged that the said 
construction area is very close to the residential area of Kanan Vihar.
The tribunal has scheduled the next hearing for March 26, 2025.
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Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: BJD 
president Naveen Patnaik 
Thursday reprimanded his par-
ty MLA from Champua, Sana-
tan Mahakud, over the latter’s 
absence in the legislature party 
meeting held on the eve of Bud-
get Session of the Assembly. The 
incident sent the chatters abuzz 
in political circles over the fu-
ture course of the legislator. 

The incident took place on 
the Assembly premises when 
Patnaik was walking down the 
corridor. On the way, Patnaik 
met Mahakud and asked him 
the reason for his absence in 
Wednesday’s legislature party 
meeting.

Patnaik’s half-a-minute con-
versation with Mahakud was 
captured by television channels, 
the visuals of which went viral 
immediately. Patnaik was also 
heard saying whether Mahakud 
came to the Assembly to see the 
BJP chief minister.

“Why didn’t you attend the 
party meeting yesterday?” Pat-
naik was heard asking in Hindi. 
In his reply, Mahakud said, “I 
wasn’t keeping well.” Not con-
vinced with his reply, Patnaik 
said, “Have you come today to 
see the BJP CM?”

After Patnaik left the place, 
Mahakud told reporters that 
the BJD president enquired 
about his absence in Wednes-
day’s BJD MLA meeting held 
at Sankha Bhawan, the state 

headquarters of the regional 
party here. 

“Naveen Patnaik is the chief 
of our party. He can surely ask 
me. He asked me why I did not 
attend the BJD legislature par-
ty meeting yesterday. I did not 
go to the meeting because I was 
unwell,” Mahakud said.

Asked about the second 
question by the BJD president, 
Mahakud said, “Nothing more 
than that. You might have heard 
something else. I am with Biju 
Janata Dal and I will stay in 

the party till end of my tenure 
in 2029. I cannot go to any other 
party as I was elected on a BJD 
ticket.”

Later, Mahakud rubbished 
speculation regarding a change 
in his political allegiance. “The 
BJD supremo mentioned noth-
ing about switching sides to the 
BJP. Since Mohan Majhi is the 
CM, there is no harm in meeting 
him for the development of my 
region. He had visited my con-
stituency Champua. There was 
a cake cutting ceremony after 
which he gave me a piece of 
cake. Please, avoid reading too 
much into it,” he said.

The incident sent the chatters 
abuzz in political circles here, 
as BJD has already witnessed 
two of its Rajya Sabha MPs—
Mamata Mohanta and Sujit 
Kumar—resigning and joining 
the BJP after the BJD lost the 
2024 general elections. 

Patnaik accuses BJP of 
usurping his govt’s feats

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: 
Police Thursday arrested a 
man, identifi ed as Satish Red-
dy alias Spider Satish, a native 
of Visakhapatnam in Andhra 
Pradesh, for decamping with 
`2.50 lakh cash and gold orna-
ments worth `50 lakh from the 
house of senior Odisha Con-
gress leader Niranjan Patnaik 
January 26, a senior police 
offi cer said.

Speaking to reporters here, 
Bhubaneswar-Cuttack police 
commissioner S Dev Datta 
Singh said, “We arrested the ac-
cused from the outskirts of Viz-
ianagaram in Andhra Pradesh 
after examining more than 400 
CCTV footage, call records of 
10,000 phone numbers, and 50 
suspects.”

As the burglar covered his 
entire body including face with 
a mask and hands with gloves, 
it was a very diffi cult task for 
the police to identify the ac-
cused, he said.

“Multiple specialised police 
teams were formed to crack the 
case. The teams visited differ-

ent places in Odisha, Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana and Kerala 
for investigation and fi nally, it 
was found that the accused was 
in Kerala jail for some time in 
connection to a case,” he said.

“Satish was involved in at 
least 17 such cases including 
two cases in Odisha. He robbed 
the house of a renowned con-
tractor in the same area in Bhu-
baneswar in 2023,” Singh said.

The police commissioner 
said, “We have seized a car, 
stolen cash, gold ornaments 
and other items such apparel, 
shoes and a torch that he used 
to commit the crime.”

Almost all stolen items and 
cash were recovered from the 
accused and those handed 
over to the victim, said Bhu-
baneswar DCP Pinak Mishra.

“We got all the stolen cash 
and most of the ornaments. 
Our police force is quite capa-
ble of cracking such a burglary 
case. But, there is a need to 
provide them quality training 
so that they can crack diffi cult 
crime cases more effi ciently,” 
said Congress leader Niranjan 
Patnaik.

Naveen pulls up MLA; 
buzz in Odisha politics

Champua MLA 
Sanatan Mahakud 
rubbished 
speculation regarding 
a change in his 
political allegiance

'Spider Satish' arrested for 
burgling Niranjan's house

KODAK MOMENT: Members of Nikhila Odisha Jeebika Mission EC Sangha take a selfi e while returning from a rally at Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar 
Thursday   OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Feb 13: The second 
liver transplant recipient at 
SCB Medical College and Hos-
pital (SCBMCH), Manas Mudu-
li, 39, passed away Wednesday.

Muduli, a resident of Nay-
agarh, was admitted to the 
Central ICU of the hospital 
January 22 due to health com-
plications. He breathed his last 
during treatment in the morn-
ing hours. His body has been 
handed over to his family.

SCB’s Additional Superin-
tendent and Nodal Offi cer of 
the Liver Transplant Unit, Dr 
Manoj Pattnaik said Muduli be-
came critically ill due to an in-
fection. “He had previously suf-
fered from similar health issues 
and was undergoing treatment. 
Later, fl uid accumulation in his 
abdomen and severe complica-
tions led to a second bout of 
infection, which worsened his 
condition, ultimately resulting 
in his death,” he said.

Notably, Muduli had been 
suffering from liver cirrho-
sis for the past six years. On 
September 9 last year, he un-

derwent a liver transplant at 
SCBMCH. His wife, Chhabi 
Muduli, had donated 55 per cent 
of her liver for the transplant. A 
team of four doctors, including 
P Balachandran Menon, Direc-
tor of Asian Institute of Gastro-
enterology (AIG), Hyderabad, 
assisted SCB’s medical team 
in the procedure. However, af-
ter the transplant, Muduli was 
admitted to SCB twice due to 
recurring health issues.

It is pertinent to mention 
here that Manas Barik, 45, from 
Tigiria in Cuttack district was 

the fi rst liver transplant recip-
ient at the top healthcare facili-
ty. The procedure was conduct-
ed April 3, 2024, and he is stated 
to be healthy. 

Meanwhile, sources said fol-
lowing the second liver trans-
plant in September last year, 
there seems to be a slowdown 
in transplant activities at SCB. 
Reports indicate that the AIG 
team has not visited SCB for 
the past fi ve months and has 
not conducted follow-ups on 
transplant recipients.

When asked about it, Dr 
Patnaik said,” The AIG team 
communicates with patients 
remotely to assess their condi-
tion and suggests treatments 
and medications, which SCB 
doctors then administer”. He 
said the AIG team has been un-
able to visit SCB due to their 
absence from India.

Liver transplant recipient at SCB dies

The fi rst liver transplant 
recipient at the top 
healthcare facility, 
Manas Barik, 45, is 
stated to be healthy

AGENCIES 

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: The 
state Assembly Thursday paid 
homage to former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh and two 
former members of the House 
who passed away recently.

As soon as Governor Hari 
Babu Kambhampati complet-
ed his address on the opening 
day of the Budget Session, Chief 

Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
moved an obituary reference 
on the demise of Singh, former 
MLAs Bijaya Kumar Mohanty 
and Sadan Nayak. 

Describing Singh as a great 
economist, Majhi expressed 
condolences on the death of the 
former PM, and the two former 
legislators.

BJD president and Leader of 

the Opposition Naveen Patnaik, 
Congress Legislature Party 
leader Ram Chandra Kadam 
and CPI(M) leader Laxman 
Munda also expressed their 
condolences.

The House observed a 
one-minute silence as a mark of 
respect for the departed souls.

The Speaker then adjourned 
the House till 10:30am Friday.

House pays homage to ex-PM Manmohan Singh

ALL SET: Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi arrives at the state Assembly on the fi rst day of the Budget Session 
Thursday  OP PHOTO
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Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: The 
Devolution Index Report on 
panchayats in the country has 
placed Odisha under the cate-
gory of ‘medium scoring’ sta-
tesalong with Andhra Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh.

However, neighbouring states 
like West Bengal, Chhattisgarh, 
and eight more have ranked top 
in the list.

The report provides insights 
into the progress of decentrali-
sation across states and Union 
Territories, according to the 
ministry of Panchayati Raj.

The report, titled “Status of 
Devolution to Panchayats in 
States: An Indicative Evidence 
Based Ranking, 2024” was un-
veiled by Union Minister of 
State, Panchayati Raj Ministry, 
SP Singh Baghel in New Delhi 

Thursday.
According to the report, 

Odisha's performance varies 
across six dimensions, offering 
a nuanced view of the state's 
progress in devolving power to 
its Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs).

With an overall score of 50.03, 
Odisha has been positioned as a 
‘medium scoring’ state in the 
Devolution Index (DI).

The scoring has been made 
taking into consideration vari-
ous dimensions of development. 
In the 'Framework' dimension, 
the state has a score of 69.20. 
This dimension assesses the 
implementation of mandatory 
constitutional requirements 
such as holding regular pancha-
yat elections, reserving seats for 
women, Scheduled Castes, and 
Scheduled Tribes, establishing 
State Election Commissions, 
State Finance Commissions, and 

District Planning Committees. 
Odisha's score in the 'Func-

tions' dimension is 57.46. This di-
mension evaluates the functions 
devolved by the state to pancha-
yats and the role of panchayats 
in social justice and economic 
development schemes. 

The state scores 53.57 in the 
'Finances' dimension. This di-
mension focuses on the fi nancial 
resources available to pancha-
yats, including transfers from 

Central and state governments, 
the functioning of State Finance 
Commissions, the power to col-
lect revenue, and expenditure 
by panchayats. Odisha is among 
the states that have released and 
utilised the funds of the 15th Fi-
nance Commission on time, the 
report states.

Along with Maharashtra, Odi-
sha is one of the states where 
panchayats incur a signifi cant 
percentage of the total public 

expenditure. Odisha has a score 
of 27.42 in the 'Functionaries' di-
mension. This dimension exam-
ines the physical infrastructure 
of panchayats, e-connectivity, 
and the sanctioned and actual 
staff position. 

“Odisha, along with 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
Punjab, and the Union Territo-
ry of Ladakh, needs to focus on 
developing infrastructure for 
the better functioning of pan-
chayats,” the report points out.

The state's score in 'Capacity 
Enhancement' is 43.43. This di-
mension assesses the training 
institutions and training activ-
ities for elected representatives 
and offi cials.

The state scores 51.92 in the 
'Accountability' dimension. 
This dimension evaluates the 
accounting and auditing of 
panchayats, social audits, the 
functioning of Gram Sabhas, 

transparency, anti-corruption 
measures, and panchayat as-
sessment and incentivisation. 

In the 'Functions' dimension, 
Odisha, along with Tamil Nadu 
and Rajasthan, demonstrates 
a higher level of panchayat 
involvement in important 
schemes.

Odisha has been identifi ed as 
a state where panchayats play a 
signifi cant role in public expen-
diture, sharing the top position 
with Maharashtra.

“While Odisha shows 
strengths in 'Framework', 
'Functions', 'Finances', and 'Ac-
countability', there is room for 
improvement in 'Functionaries' 
and 'Capacity Enhancement',” 
the report adds.

It suggests that Odisha has 
made notable progress in de-
volving functions to panchayats 
and ensuring their involvement 
in important schemes.

Odisha ranks among ‘medium scoring’ states

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: In a 
major move aimed at strength-
ening the healthcare infra-
structure in Odisha, the state 
government has prioritised 
the early operationalisation of 
two vital medical colleges – Pa-
bitra Mohan Pradhan Medical 
College & Hospital in Talcher, 
Angul, and the Government 
Medical College & Hospital in 
Phulbani, Kandhamal. 

A critical meeting to review 
the status and progress of these 
initiatives was conducted virtu-
ally Thursday. Health & Family 
Welfare (H&FW) department 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary 
Aswathy S led the discussion, 
which centered on the readi-
ness of infrastructure and key 
operational factors for both 
medical colleges. 

The meeting also addressed 
logistical concerns such as en-
suring that medical buildings 
are fully functional, equipment 
is in place, and all remaining 
requirements are identifi ed 

and resolved promptly.
The primary objective is to 

secure National Medical Com-
mission (NMC) approval for 
admitting 100 MBBS students 
in the academic year 2025-26.

With the aim of accelerating 
the functionalisation process, 
the government has directed 
District Collectors and key offi -
cers from Angul and Kandhamal 
to conduct weekly meetings. 

These meetings will focus on 
eliminating delays and ensur-
ing that all pending actions are 
completed swiftly, contributing 
to the expeditious launch of the 
medical colleges.

The government’s concert-
ed efforts are part of a broader 
strategy to enhance healthcare 
access, particularly in areas 
that have long faced a shortage 
of medical services. 

By fast-tracking the opening 
of these medical colleges, the 
state is reaffi rming its commit-
ment to improving healthcare fa-
cilities and providing high-quali-
ty medical education to aspiring 
students in the region. 

Once operational, the new 
medical colleges are expected 
to play a transformative role 
in both medical education 
and the delivery of healthcare 
services, positively impacting 
the well-being of the people of 
Odisha.

Govt fast-tracks Talcher, 
Phulbani med colleges

BSF seizes explosives,
guns from Maoist
camp in Malkangiri

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: In 
a major push for urban gov-
ernance transformation, the 
Housing & Urban Development 
(H&UD) department held its 
monthly Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs) meeting Thursday. 
Principal Secretary Usha Pad-
hee chaired the meeting, urg-
ing all ULBs to intensify efforts 
towards shaping the future of 
Urban Odisha through a holis-
tic approach to urbanisation 
and reform.

Padhee stressed the impor-
tance of effi cient public service 
delivery in achieving sustain-
able urban development. She 
called for the swift implemen-
tation of key fl agship pro-
grammes, such as accelerating 
affordable housing, improving 
urban infrastructure, and en-
hancing basic services. The 
focus was on strengthening 
the fi nancial sustainability of 
ULBs, alongside improvements 
in roads, water supply, sanita-
tion, and public amenities.

Senior offi cials, including 

the director of Municipal Ad-
ministration Arindam Dakua, 
special secretaries, and addi-
tional secretaries, outlined 
actionable roadmaps with 
clear timelines for progress 
across the 115 ULBs, District 
Urban Development Agencies 
(DUDA), and Development Au-
thorities.

The meeting also highlighted 
the government’s commitment 
to urban reform, emphasising 
capacity-building, digital gov-
ernance, and community par-
ticipation. 

ULBs were directed to im-
plement data-driven strategies 
for better sanitation, waste 
management, and municipal 
services.

Padhee reaffi rmed the vi-
sion: “Urbanisation is not just 
about expanding cities, but en-
suring quality living standards 
for all.” The meeting concluded 
with a collective commitment 
to strengthening coordination 
and fast-tracking development 
projects, aiming to realise Odi-
sha’s vision of a Viksit (Devel-
oped) Odisha.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: Moth-
er’s Public School (MPS) is 
celebrating the exceptional 
performance of its students 
in the JEE Main 2025 exams, 
showcasing their dedication 
to academic excellence.

XThe top performers are from 
the school’s ‘Spark Batch,’ a 
testament to the effectiveness 
of MPS’s focused academic 
approach. Sai Spandan Nay-
ak emerged as a star achiever 

with a remarkable 99.92 percen-
tile, securing a perfect 100 per-
centile in Mathematics. Other 
top scorers include Sai Amrit 
Sagar with 99.87 percentile, 
Ayushman Sahoo with 99.85 
percentile, Ayush Mishra with 
99.35 percentile, Rudra Prasad 
Patra with 99.31 percentile, and 
Aditya Kumar Sahoo with 99.14 
percentile.

School founder and princi-
pal, Poly Patnaik, congratu-
lated the students and wished 
them the best for their future 
endeavours. She emphasised 
that the students’ success was 
driven by their consistent at-
tendance, dedication to class 
tests, assignments, and commit-
ment to never missing a class.

“This routine played a signif-
icant role in their outstanding 
performance,” Patnaik added, 
highlighting the importance of 
discipline in achieving success.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack/Bhubaneswar, Feb 
13: In a signifi cant achievement 
for road safety, Odisha has re-
corded a notable reduction in 
road accidents and fatalities in 
January 2025 compared to pre-
vious years. 

Offi cial data reveals that the 
number of accidents in the state 
dropped by 99 cases, while fatali-
ties decreased by 144, marking a 
positive impact of the National 
Road Safety Month.

According to statistics from 
the State Transport Authority 
(STA), Odisha witnessed 994 
road accidents and 417 fatalities 
in January 2025. This is a consid-
erable improvement from Janu-
ary 2024, when the state recorded 
1,093 accidents and 561 fatalities. 
The trend is even more evident 
when compared to January 2023, 
which saw 1,199 accidents and 
554 deaths. The data underscores 
the effectiveness of intensifi ed 
road safety awareness and en-
forcement measures undertaken 
by the state government.

January is historically one 
of the most accident-prone 
months in Odisha, attributed to 
increased travel for New Year 
celebrations, picnics, and other 
festivities. Contributing factors 
such as drunk-driving, over-
speeding, and dense fog condi-
tions make road travel partic-
ularly risky during this period. 

In response, the state gov-
ernment, led by Chief Minister 

Mohan Charan Majhi, launched 
a month-long campaign titled 
‘Come Home Safe’ to promote 
road safety and encourage re-
sponsible driving behaviour.

Throughout January, the 
STA, in coordination with Re-
gional Transport Offi ces (RTOs), 
carried out extensive awareness 
programs, enforcement drives, 
and strict monitoring of traffi c 
violations. 

Special measures included 
enhanced patrolling, surprise 
checks for drunk driving, and 
penalties for overspeeding. Ad-
ditionally, awareness campaigns 
educated drivers about the dan-
gers of reckless driving and the 
importance of following road 
safety norms.

Despite the success of the 
Road Safety Month, authorities 
emphasise that continuous ef-
forts are necessary to maintain 
and further improve road safe-

ty. Recognising the increasing 
number of vehicles on Odisha’s 
roads, the government has im-
plemented additional measures 
such as observing ‘Zero Toler-
ance Day’ every Wednesday. 
This initiative aims to enhance 
traffi c rule enforcement and 
ensure strict action against vi-
olators.

Looking ahead, the Odisha 
government plans to further 
expand awareness programs 
and enforcement activities to 
sustain the positive trend. By 
intensifying road safety mea-
sures, offi cials hope to achieve 
a long-term decline in accidents 
and fatalities, making Odisha’s 
roads safer for all citizens.

With concerted efforts from 
both authorities and the public, 
the state remains committed to 
its mission of reducing road ac-
cidents and ensuring safer travel 
conditions for all commuters.

ROAD SAFETY IMPACT

Odisha sees decline in
accidents & fatalities

MPS celebrates JEE Main results

The school celebrates 
the outstanding 

academic achievements 
of its students, 

recognising their hard 
work and dedication 

to excellence

Odisha sets vision for 
urban transformation

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: The 
Indian Institute of Education 
and Care (IIEC) and Radio 
Surabhi, in collaboration with 
CRA Odisha, organised a ca-
pacity-building programme on 
World Radio Day at the Buddha 
Mandir complex Thursday. The 
event aimed to empower cli-
mate action teams, urban youth 
groups, and community radio 
practitioners under Unesco’s 
theme “Radio for Resilience”.

The chief guest Padma Shri 

Ashok Kumar Mohapatra, an 
eminent neurosurgeon, high-
lighted the health risks of pollu-
tion, emphasising the impact of 
excessive use of mobile phones 
and electronic devices.

The event featured techni-
cal sessions under the ‘Satat 
Shehar’ project, covering top-
ics including climate-resilient 
urbanisation and the role of 
media in climate change miti-
gation among others.

The event saw participation 
from key fi gures, including 
IIEC director Shisir Kumar 

Das, environmentalist Bijay 
Kumar Nanda, and other com-
munity radio leaders.
11th Radio Fair kicks off in City

Bhubaneswar: The 11th edi-
tion of the International Radio 
Fair, a two-day event organised 
by Outreach, began Thursday 
at Bhanja Kala Mandap, coin-
ciding with World Radio Day. 

The inauguration saw Out-
reach President Subrat Kumar 
Pati, former MP Soumya Ran-
jan Patnaik, Additional Direc-
tor of PIB Akhil Kumar Mishra, 
and Vijaylaxmi Pahadsingh, 
wife of the late All India Radio 
newsreader Upendra Kumar 
Pahadsingh, in attendance. Pa-
ti emphasised that despite the 
dominance of digital media, ra-
dio remains an infl uential and 
accessible medium for all.

The exhibition featured 
vintage radios, broadcasting 
equipment, Ham radios, and 
gramophones. Notable awards 
were presented to singer Bar-
nali Hota, who received the 
Upendra Kumar Pahadsingh 
Memorial Award, and retired 
Akashvani executive Abhay 
Das, honoured with the Nadiya 
Bihari Memorial Award. 

WORLD RADIO DAY

Events on climate resilience & Radio Fair

We Dillip Kumar 
Nayak and 
Neelambar Nayak, 
S/o- Ullash Nayak, 
resident of Pipili- 
752104 Lost sale 
deed document 
No.- 795/1995 on 
07.02.2025 while 
travelling from 
Bharatipur to 
Pipili. If anyone 
fi nd can contact: 
7008793929.

LOST
 CLASSIFIED

Efforts ramp up to ensure 
early operationalisation 

of key healthcare 
institutions in rural 
regions of the state

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha government 
signed an MoU with The Convergence 
Foundation (TCF) Thursday to boost 
job creation and productive employ-
ment. The agreement, signed by Addi-
tional Chief Secretary Hemant Sharma 
and TCF CEO Ashish Dhawan, aims to 
enhance employment in manufactur-
ing, services, and agriculture while 
promoting sustainable livelihoods and 
economic growth across the state.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 13: The Border 
Security Force (BSF) Thursday 
busted a Maoist dump in Odisha 
and seized four IEDs, three guns 
and some detonators and explo-
sives, offi cials said.

The cache was recovered from 
the Silakota reserve forest area 
in the Malkangiri district.

Offi cials said troops of the 2nd 
battalion of the force -- under the 
company operating base (COB) 
Podia -- recovered four Impro-
vised Explosive Devices (IEDs), 
three muzzle-loading guns, explo-
sives and some detonators from 
the Naxal hideout.

A mobile phone and a power 
bank were also recovered, they 
said. The IEDs were defused and 
the cache was handed over to the 
local police, the offi cials said. The 
BSF is deployed in the state to un-
dertake anti-Naxal operations.

Odisha signs MoU for jobs

ACCIDENTS FATALITIES

PANCHAYAT 
DEVOLUTION INDEX



P5stateFRIDAY | FEBRUARY 14, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

POST NEWS NETWORK

Joda, Feb 13: Mangal Lohar, 
a specially-abled youth from 
Joda in Keonjhar district, has 
overcome adversity to estab-
lish himself as an exceptional 
cricketer despite losing one 
leg. His talent and persever-
ance have earned him a place 
on Odisha’s team in the na-
tional tri-cycle cricket tourna-
ment held in Indore, Madhya 
Pradesh, a report said.

Reports said that Mangal’s 
passion for cricket began 
during his school days. How-
ever, an injury to his leg led to 
complications, and despite ex-
tensive treatment, he eventual-

ly had to undergo amputation. 
Undeterred by his physical con-
dition, he remained determined 
to pursue cricket. With strong 
willpower and relentless prac-
tice, he honed his skills, prov-
ing that disability could not 
stand in the way of his dreams.

Through hard work and ded-
ication, he excelled at the block 
and district levels, eventually 
making a mark in national 
competitions. In 2022, he repre-
sented Odisha in the national 
wheelchair cricket tournament 
held in Andhra Pradesh, earn-
ing recognition for his out-
standing performance.

Mangal is now regarded as 
a skilled batsman and wick-

etkeeper, demonstrating that 
with resilience and commit-
ment, anything is possible.

Mangal lost his parents at a 
young age, leaving him to grap-
ple with fi nancial hardships. 
Despite his talent in sports, he 
struggled to secure fi nancial 
support from major companies. 
To sustain himself while pursu-

ing his passion for cricket, he 
initially ran a small betel shop.

Now, he lives with his elder 
brother. With the shop no lon-
ger in operation, he is able to 
travel for competitions thanks 
to the fi nancial support of his 
friends. Otherwise, he says, 
he would not have been able 
to afford accommodations in 
Bhubaneswar.

Mangal has become an inspi-
ration for young people in his 
community, earning praise 
from intellectual circles.

Notably, a report highlight-
ing his talent was twice pub-
lished in a premier vernac-
ular daily June 2, 2017, and 
June 6, 2022.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, Feb 13: Street ven-
dors selling food on carts along 
the roads of Sambalpur is a com-
mon sight. However, this scene is 
set to change soon as the Sambal-
pur Municipal Corporation (SMC) 
is implementing an organised 
vending zone dedicated for street 
food in the city. 

Efforts have begun to relocate 
street food vendors to a designat-
ed, well-structured, and visually 
appealing area. As a pilot project, 
an exclusive food street in the 

style of ‘Khaogali’ is being devel-
oped near Jail Square in a “but-
terfl y design”. In the fi rst phase, 
arrangements are being made to 
accommodate 16 vendors. 

According to SMC Deputy Com-
missioner Subhadipta Mohanty, 
the construction of the food vend-
ing stalls is mostly complete, with 

only lighting installations await-
ing completion. “The goal is to 
make the facility operational by 
the end of February. The project, 
funded under the Mukta Scheme, 
is being built at an estimated cost 
of `15 lakh,” he added.

Once completed, food vendors 
operating along the road from Jail 
Square to Kacheri Square will be 
relocated there. Use of plastic 
materials will be prohibited in 
the market, and all vendors will 
be required to use two separate 
dustbins for dry and wet waste 
disposal, and maintain hygienic 

food handling practices. Custom-
ers will have a one-stop destina-
tion for a variety of food items in 
a clean and structured environ-
ment. Dedicated parking facilities 
will also be provided.

Initially named ‘Khaogali’, 
authorities have invited sugges-
tions from residents for a Sam-
balpuri name. Proposals such 
as ‘Khayema Asa’, ‘Sambalpur 
Swaad’, and ‘Khabar Gali’ have 
been received. If successful, sim-
ilar projects will be introduced in 
other parts of Sambalpur, author-
ities of the civic body said. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhograi, Feb 13: At least 35 
persons were injured, three 
of them critically, after a pil-
grim bus traveling from Chan-
daneswar here in Balasore 
district to Mahakumbh Mela at 
Prayagraj met with an accident 
in Bihar near the Uttar Pradesh 
border, late Wednesday night.

The mishap occurred at 
around 12:50am when the ve-
hicle collided with a station-
ary sand-laden dumper after 
the driver allegedly dozed off at 
the wheel, Kartik Sahu, a ward 
member of Jagannathpur pan-
chayat said.

Among the 35 injured pas-
sengers, three are in critical 
condition and battling for their 
lives in the ICU. The critically 
injured were identifi ed as Sub-
ash Behera, 42, from Kumar 
Sarisa village, Bapi Sasmal, 35, 
from Phulbani village, and Ra-

jkishore Sahu, 50, from Naguan 
village in Bhograi block.

The bus was carrying a total 
of 80 passengers including men 
and women, many of whom 
were rushed to nearby hospi-
tals for treatment. Meanwhile, 
the driver of the bus fl ed the 
scene following the crash.

Adding to the tragedy, re-
ports suggest that ten minors 
were separated from their fam-
ilies in the chaos that followed.

In response, Bhograi res-
idents have appealed to the 
Chief Minister, Transport 
Minister and Balasore Dis-
trict Collector for immedi-
ate assistance, including 
medical aid for the injured 
and safe transportation of 
the stranded pilgrims back 
home. Families of the in-
jured remain in distress 
and residents in the area are 
concerned over the devastat-
ing road accident.

Bhubaneswar/Laxmipur: A 
high-level BJD fact-fi nding team 
Thursday strongly condemned 
the heinous act of gangrape of 
a minor tribal girl and called 
for immediate and strict action 
against the perpetrators. The 
delegation, including senior party 
leaders like Snehangini Chhuria, 
Padmini Dian, Kausalya Hikaka and 
Sasmita Meleka, visited Laxmipur 
in Koraput district 
Thursday and 
met the victim’s 
family, local 
authorities, and 
community members to gather 
fi rsthand information. Expressing 
deep concern, the team strongly 
condemned the heinous act and 
called for immediate and strict 
action against the perpetrators. 
The team urged the police to 
expedite the investigation and 
ensure justice without delay. The 
delegation assured the victim’s 
family of all possible support and 
emphasised the need for stringent 
measures to prevent such 
incidents. The team will submit a 
detailed report to BJD President 
Naveen Patnaik, outlining 
necessary steps for justice. The 
BJD leaders vowed to monitor the 
investigation closely and stand by 
the victim’s family. 

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: Re-
muna Tehsildar Bidyadhar 
Pati was Thursday arrested 
by Odisha Vigilance in a Dis-
proportionate Assets (DA) case 
for possessing properties to 
the tune of 204 per cent of his 
known sources of income.

These properties included 
three high value fl ats -- two 
fl ats worth approximately `2.5 
crore at Bhubaneswar and one 
fl at at Balasore, two plots, 937 
gram gold, deposits of over ̀ 1.12 
crore.

The Vigilance offi cials have 
found huge cash deposits over 
`1.5 crores (suspected illicit 
earnings) in postal and bank 
accounts of Pati and his spouse 
during the period from 2022-
2024.

Pati was arrested by Odisha 
Vigilance and forwarded to the 
Court of Special Judge, Vigi-

lance, Bhubaneswar for pos-
session of DA which he could 
not account for satisfactorily.

A case was registered against 
Pati, and his spouse U/s 13(2) 
r/w 13(1)(b)/12 PC (Amend-
ment) Act, 2018.

During house searches, mov-
able and immovable assets 
worth crores were unearthed 
in the name of Bidyadhar Pati 
and his family members.

After thorough search, in-
ventory and further enquiry, 
the income, expenditure and 
assets of Pati were calculat-
ed and he was found in pos-
session of DA 204 per cent in 
excess of his known sources 
of income.

Such large cash transactions 
are suspected to be the illicit 
earnings of Pati during his in-
cumbency as tehsildar at Niali, 
Nimapada, Karanjia and the 
same are under investigation, 
Vigilance sources said.

Street food vending zone coming up in Sambalpur

WHEELCHAIR CRICKET

Keonjhar’s divyang cricketer shines in nat’l tourney

35 hurt as pilgrim bus
hits stationary dumper
on way to Mahakumbh

GANGRAPE 
OF MINOR 

TRIBAL GIRL

BJD team visits Koraput,
calls for stringent action

Vig nabs Remuna
tehsildar over DA

TAKING TO STREET: Students of Rajendra Narayan High School at Ashok Bazar in Rajkanika block headquarters under Kendrapara district stage a demonstration over the transfer of their 
headmaster elsewhere ahead of the HSC examination, Thursday. The agitating students relented after Kanika tehsildar Ashok Kumar Dehuri intervened. OP PHOTO
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Patana, Feb 13: The ground-
work has fi nally begun for es-
tablishment of a much-awaited 
mega steel plant in Keonjhar 
district. The state-owned Odi-
sha Industrial Infrastructure 
Development Corporation (ID-
CO) has initiated steps to set up 
the plant after withdrawal of 
ArcelorMittal from the project 
owing to opposition.

As part of the process, the 
company has sent a letter to 
the Water Resources depart-
ment requesting a No Objection 
Certifi cate (NOC) by the tehsil 
for identifi ed land. This step is 
expected to facilitate land ac-
quisition for the project.

Reports indicate that Keon-
jhar district holds an estimat-
ed 2.555 million tonnes of iron 
ore. However, the mineral is 
exported due to the absence of 
a major steel plant in the dis-
trict. In 2006, under the then 
BJD-led government, Arcelor-
Mittal had signed an agreement 
to set up a steel plant in Patana 

tehsil. However, the company 
withdrew in 2012 due to stiff 
opposition.

After Mohan Charan Majhi 
became Odisha’s Chief Min-
ister, he announced plans to 
establish a mega steel plant 
in Keonjhar. Subsequently, 
12 villages under Chemena RI 
Circle and Kantiapada RI Cir-
cle in Patana tehsil have been 
identifi ed for the initial phase 
of land acquisition.

The proposed land spans 
across multiple villages, in-
cluding Chemena, Bhrunga-
rajpashi, Chilida, Angikala, 
Dhanurjaypur, Baradangua, 
Baliapashi, and Rengalabada 
under Jamunapashi, Godi-
pokhari, Kodakhaman, Ba-
rudipashi panchayats. IDCO 
has identifi ed 1,497.835 acre 
private land within these two 
circles and has applied for an 
NOC from offi cials, including 
the executive engineers of mi-
nor and lift irrigation, as well 
as the chief manager of the Bai-
tarani basin.

Notably, 2,500 acre land is 

required for the steel plant. 
Of this, 1,498 acre private agri-
cultural and fallow lands have 
been identifi ed in these two 
panchayats, while 901 acre 
government land and 91 acre 
rural forest land have been 
preliminarily marked, with 
the Revenue department sub-
mitting a proposal to IDCO. 
The 1,498 acre private land has 
agricultural land but no home-
stead land.

The identifi ed land includes 
76.580 acre in Jamunapashi, 
230.795 acre in Angikala, 
55.330 acre in Dhanurjaypur, 
52.390 acre in Rengalabada, 17 
acre in Chemena, 29.610 acre 
in Bhrungarajpashi, 238.430 
acre in Baradangua, 214.980 
acre in Barudipashi, 210.380 
acre in Chilida, 148.230 acre 
in Kodakhman, 145.120 acre in 
Godipokhari and 75.770 acre in 
Baliapashi.

Additionally, 3 acre and 22 
decimal forest land in the 12 
villages has also been identi-
fi ed. Apart from this, the land 
of Taramakanta tea garden 
acquired from Bansapal is al-
so under consideration. The 
government has kept land in 
Patana block’s Chinamalipashi 
and Sadanga Bahali as second-
ary and tertiary options for the 
project.

Deputy Collector Firoz Khan 
confi rmed that the land identifi -
cation process for the proposed 
steel plant is underway.

Process begins for mega
steel plant in Keonjhar

IDCO WRITES TO WATER RESOURCES DEPT FOR NOC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, Feb 13: Sund-
argarh police arrested 11 indi-
viduals Thursday in connection 
with the murder of a youth over 
several disputes in Bijapada vil-
lage, under the jurisdiction of 
Dharuadihi police station.

Sundargarh Superintendent 
of Police (SP) Pratyush Diwakar 
confi rmed the arrests, stating 
that the accused were involved 
in the killing of Chandan Dha-
rua, a resident of Laikera police 
station area in neighbouring 
Jharsuguda district.

According to the SP, the po-
lice were alerted to an uniden-
tifi ed body found January 19. A 
case was registered the follow-
ing day, and during the inves-
tigation, it was revealed that 
all 11 accused were from the 
Laikera police station limits 
in Jharsuguda. Of the arrested 
individuals, seven were iden-
tifi ed as the primary suspects, 
while the remaining four were 
involved in the conspiracy.

The seven principal suspects 
in the case were identifi ed as 
Bibek Kuanr, 19, Arun Naik, 
24, Prakash Behera alias Antha-
du, 24, Saroj Naik, 25, Chandan 
Kuanr, 21, Harekrushna Patra 
alias Kanha, 23, and Sumanta 
Kuanr, 17. The other four indi-
viduals arrested for conspiracy 
were identifi ed as Raja Dharua, 
25, Subrat Patra, 17, Jiban Prad-
han, 23, and Kuna Patra alias 
Munna, 21.

“The accused had longstand-
ing disputes with the victim, 
and the seven primary sus-
pects had separate grievances 
with him,” Diwakar said. “They 
planned the murder, while the 
other four were aware of the 
plan and aided in the conspir-
acy.” The police also recovered 
seven knives from the accused.

11 arrested for
youth’s murder
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Democracy is under threat around the world, but not because 
dictators are overthrowing elected governments and seizing 
power. While authoritarian takeovers still make headlines, 

they are no longer the greatest threat to free societies. The real dan-
ger is more insidious: a gradual yet profound transformation of our 
democratic systems.

On the surface, these systems appear to be functioning as they 
should. Elections are being held, and voters are casting their ballots 
for leaders and parties they believe will represent their interests. But 
too often, they end up electing politicians who serve only their own 
interests rather than those of their constituents. While gullibility is 
not new, it has become so pervasive that it now threatens the very 
foundation of democratic governance.

To understand how we got here, consider the “elé belé rule.” When 
I was growing up in Calcutta (now Kolkata), all smart kids playing 
in the streets and parks knew the rule. When they played games in 
the neighborhood, a younger kid – usually accompanied by a doting 
mother – occasionally would insist on joining them. Rather than re-
fusing outright, the players would whisper to one another the code 
words “elé belé,” signaling that while the new kid could play along, 
he was not actually part of the game. If 
he scored a goal, we would cheer and 
applaud, but we all knew the truth: his 
goal didn't count.

Today, elé belé has become a staple of 
democratic politics, with ordinary peo-
ple around the world eagerly throwing 
their support behind demagogues who 
don't think they count. For these lead-
ers, a commitment to public service is 
worse than irrelevant; it threatens the 
relentless pursuit of wealth and power 
for themselves and their cronies. Voters 
who believe they are part of the game are 
just being played.

The result is democratic erosion. 
Mainstream economists and political 
scientists have long relied on the “me-
dian voter theorem,” which states that in 
a majoritarian electoral system, political 
leaders will naturally gravitate toward 
the preferences of centrist voters, as win-
ning elections requires appealing to the 
ideological middle rather than the ex-
tremes. But today’s deepening political 
polarization and the growing tendency 
of politicians to embrace radical posi-
tions suggest that this assumption no 
longer holds.

While the underlying causes of this 
shift remain unclear, it is strongly cor-
related with the rise of social media. 
Instead of fostering informed debate, 
digital platforms have become powerful tools for spreading misin-
formation, enabling opportunistic leaders to manipulate and mislead 
people with ease.

Since its inception in ancient Athens, democracy has undergone 
numerous transformations. As technology advances, certain features 
of earlier democratic systems become outdated. Evolving moral stan-
dards can also lead to fundamental reforms. For example, in the Roman 
Republic, the votes of high-ranking offi cials and the wealthy carried 
more weight than those of ordinary citizens. We no longer fi nd this 
acceptable.

Similarly, as democracy evolved, the need for stability became 
evident, leading to the introduction of constitutions. While constitu-
tions can be amended, doing so requires more than a simple majority, 
ensuring that core institutions are not subject to impulsive change.

With democratic governance under increasing strain, the world once 
again fi nds itself at a critical juncture. Today’s extreme inequality is 
eroding democracy in unprecedented ways. The rise of digital plat-
forms and social media has provided the super-rich with new tools 
to shape public opinion. Voters believe they are active participants 
while – elé belé – real power is concentrated in the hands of the few.

Curbing inequality is thus not just a moral imperative; it is also 
necessary for protecting democracy against the threat of authoritar-
ianism. To this end, we need a tax system that redistributes wealth 
and income without stifl ing innovation and entrepreneurship.

There is certainly scope for this. Once they reach a certain level of 
wealth, the super-rich are no longer motivated by a desire for more 
money per se, but rather by the desire to outdo their super-rich peers. 
This implies an opportunity to implement what I call an “accordion 
tax,” which taxes high earners and redistributes the revenue to those 
with lower incomes in a way that preserves the relative ranking among 
the rich. Such a system would enable us to reduce inequality and 
maintain the incentives that drive ambition and innovation.

But individual countries cannot tackle extreme inequality by them-
selves. International cooperation is essential, given the limits of unilat-
eral action in a globalized world. History has shown that when faced 
with major challenges, the world can come together to translate bold 
ideas into action. To save democracy, we must do so again.

The writer, a former Chief Economist of the World Bank and 
Chief Economic Adviser to the Government of India, is 

Professor of Economics at Cornell University and a 
non-resident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. 
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I
n February 2015, a 
friend of mine voted for 
the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) in the Delhi As-

sembly elections. All her life, 
she had been a steadfast Con-
gress supporter: the fi rst time 
she switched was in the 2014 
general elections when she 
plumped for the BJP because 
she was angry at the ‘scam’ cul-
ture in the Manmohan Singh 
government. Now, months lat-
er, she had chosen to vote for 
AAP. “I like both Modi and 
Kejriwal,” she told me, “They 
are self-made politicians who 
are promising change.” 

Fast forward to February 
2025. This time, my friend de-
cided to vote for the BJP. For 
ten years, she had stuck to the 
‘Delhi formula’: Modi for PM, 
Kejriwal for CM. The Congress 
was not on her radar because 
she felt it was a ‘wasted vote’ 
since they had no chance of 
winning. So why had she cho-
sen not to vote for AAP this 
time? “Because I felt let down. 
Do you know I was even an 
AAP volunteer for a while but 
now I feel that they are like any 
other party and Kejriwal is just 
another politician,” she replied. 

In the voting preferences of 
my friend – a representative of 
Delhi’s affl uent middle class – 
lies the core reason why AAP 
and Arvind Kejriwal lost the 
2025 elections. When Kejriwal 
fi rst made a mark on the na-
tional stage, it was because he 
was perceived as the antithesis 
of the traditional politician. An 
IITian, a Right to Information 
activist, a Magsaysay award 
winner, a founder-member of  
India Against Corruption, Ke-
jriwal represented the politics 
of  ‘hope’ above all else. If Nar-
endra Modi was promising ‘ac-
che din’, then the AAP leader 
was guaranteeing something 
even more precious: a complete 
break from the rent-seeking, 
grubby politicians who were 
seen to be corrupt and unac-
countable. While the BJP was 
still tagged as a Hindutva ‘com-
munal’ party, the Congress was 
branded as a family-centric 
party of the crooked elite. As a 
political start-up, AAP, by con-
trast, carried no historical bag-
gage. Which is why dreamy, 
idealistic middle-class pro-
fessionals gravitated towards 

AAP and made it a remarkably 
successful political unicorn in 
a very short time.

Ten years on, the romantic 
dream of being a ‘party with a 
difference’ lies shattered. The 
same section of middle-class 
which was so attracted to AAP 
has chosen to literally dump 
it in the hope that civic issues 
like garbage mounds and over-
fl owing sewers will now be 
addressed. In a sense, the 2025 
verdict was the ultimate mid-
dle-class ‘wave’ election at play, 
one where voters expressed a 
sense of anger and disquiet 
with the AAP’s style of func-
tioning. A party built on a spirit 
of voluntarism was seen to have 
fallen short on governance, tan-
gled in a mix of hubris, histri-
onics and short-term fi xes. 

When a bright-eyed Kejriwal 
in an over-sized muffl er moved 
around Delhi in a small blue 
Wagon R car, the middle-class 
cheered him on. The simplicity 
of his lifestyle was endearing. 
Now, when he was seen to trav-
el in a cavalcade of SUVs, the 
middle class wondered if he too 
had succumbed to VVIP priv-
ilege. The so-called ‘Sheesh 
Mahal’, the chief minister’s 
redesigned residence, became 
the ultimate symbol of mid-
dle-class betrayal. Many of the 
alleged luxuries in the house 
maybe grossly exaggerated 
by political rivals and a parti-
san media but the allegations 
stuck. There are many ruling 
party MPs who live in far more 
opulent homes but when you 
enter public life with the prom-
ise not to occupy government 
bungalows and then move in-
to a rather lavishly appointed 

home at tax-payers expense, 
the public scrutiny is that 
much greater. The gap between 
promise and reality could not 
have been starker. 

Which brings us to a key 
question: can Kejriwal re-invent 
himself and fashion a political 
comeback? The obvious answer 
would be to suggest that with 
his moral halo being erased, the 
AAP leader will struggle to re-
capture lost ground. Unlike the 
BJP and Congress, AAP doesn’t 
have a durable structure to 
withstand political turbulence. 
Those who joined AAP only for 
a scent of power may well be 
tempted to desert the party. In 
the next few months, it is high-
ly likely that the party is weak-
ened by splits and defections 
and some may even challenge 
Kejriwal’s leadership.      

And yet, scripting 54-year-old 
Kejriwal’s political obituary 
would be premature and erro-
neous. While the Delhi verdict 
saw a middle-class rejection of 
Brand Kejriwal, there was an 
equally strong endorsement 
by lower income groups of the 
AAP’s jhadoo, a political sym-
bol identifi ed with a certain 
class identity. There can be 
no other explanation for the 
relatively high 44% support 
the AAP continues to enjoy 
in Delhi. In a political milieu 
where voters have become in-
creasingly transactional, Kejri-
wal’s attempt to provide basic 
facilities to the poor, be it free 
power, free water and free bus-
rides to women did not go unno-
ticed. He may have eventually 
over-promised and under-deliv-
ered on governance but work-
ing in a hostile political envi-

ronment with limited powers 
made his task unenviable. 

Which is also why the BJP 
should be careful in the manner 
it seeks to target Kejriwal hence-
forth. A vindictive mindset that 
wishes to settle scores may just 
be the opening the AAP leader 
needs to hit the streets again. 
When he was fi rst jailed in 2024 
in the alleged Delhi liquor scam, 
Kejriwal made the mistake of 
clinging onto offi ce when he 
would have been probably far 
better off in relinquishing power 
and seeking redemption in the 
people’s court. Maybe he ought 
to have resigned and called for a 
snap poll when the Centre with 
brutish authority brought in 
an ordinance to overturn a Su-
preme Court verdict and under-
mine the powers of the elected 
government. By the time Kejri-
wal actually handed over charge 
to his junior colleague Aatishi in 
October 2024, it was too late. The 
reservoir of public sympathy 
had evaporated.   

To recapture that common 
touch and his personal cred-
ibility, Kejriwal needs to go 
back to where it all began for 
him all those years ago. There 
is still space in Indian politics 
for a robust streetfi ghter, some-
one who raises issues of public 
concern in a consistent and 
convincing manner. The op-
position is mostly fragmented 
and uninspiring. In the circum-
stances, Kejriwal is still one of 
the few leaders who possesses 
the strategic nous and ground 
level connect to rebuild AAP 
as part of a wider image make-
over. The odds are stacked 
against him but as an individ-
ual who has often punched way 
above his weight, an electoral 
defeat may just be the wake-up 
call he needed.

Post-script: My friend who 
voted for the BJP hasn’t given 
up on AAP yet. “If the BJP ful-
fi ls its promises, its fi ne. Else 
who knows I might change my 
mind again in fi ve years,” she 
says. In Indian politics, noth-
ing is permanent and mid-
dle-class choices in particular 
can be notoriously fi ckle. 

The writer is a senior 
journalist and author. His 

latest book is 2024: The 
Election That 

Surprised India.
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Fiscal prudence & development goals

Ban ragging

Sir, Educational institutions are temples of knowl-
edge and enlightenment. They are centres of excel-
lence where students get admitted to gain professional 
knowledge and acumen and not to get ill treatment 
and suffer traumatic experience. Friendly atmosphere 
heightens fellow feeling and brotherhood in the cam-
pus. But, ragging vitiates the academic atmosphere in 
colleges and universities. Ragging is inhuman, brutal, 
unfriendly and sadistic. It is an attack on basic human 
rights. It is the outcome of a perverted and diseased 
mind. Every senior student shouldn't forget that he 
was a junior some years ago. Ragging causes pain and 
agony to students. It is an unlawful and dehumanizing 
act. There should be zero tolerance towards ragging in 
the country’s educational institutions. The University 
Grants Commission should bring in strict guidelines 
for banning ragging in campus.  

Prabhudutt Dash, BHUBANESWAR

Peace is the fi rst condition, 
without which nothing else 
can be stable.
 
 SRI AUROBINDO

MIDDLE-CLASS ‘WAVE’
POLITICS

T he fi scal health of states 
is a cornerstone of In-
dia’s economic develop-

ment and effi cient distribution 
of resources. Effi cient fi scal 
management spurs growth, 
improves social welfare and 
prevents an economy from 
sliding into fi scal abyss.   

On 24 January, Arvind Pa-
nagariya, Chairman, 16th Fi-
nance Commission, launched 
the fi rst ever Fiscal Health In-
dex 2025 report of NITI Aayog in 
New Delhi. The index has been 
prepared for 18 major states 
using data from the CAG.  The 
report is based on fi ve major 
sub-indices namely Quality of 
Expenditure, Revenue Mobil-
isation, Fiscal Prudence, Debt 
Index and Debt Sustainability. 
The score of a state is calculated 
based on these fi ve indicators. 
Based on the index score, the 
states are classifi ed as Achiev-
ers (>50 points), Front Runners 
(> 40 or 50), Performers (> 25, 40 
or  40) and Aspirational (25 or 

< 25). Based on these 5 sub-indi-
ces, a picture of the fi scal health 
of 18 major states has been giv-
en. In this index, Odisha is at the 
top, surpassing all other states 
with a total score of 67.8. Since 
the period of analysis pertains 
to the fi nancial year 2022-23, it 
is natural to give credit to the 
erstwhile state government.

Along with Odisha, only 6 
states are in the Achiever's cat-
egory. Odisha is followed by 
Chhattisgarh (55.2), Goa (53.6), 
Jharkhand (51.6) and Gujarat 
(50.5). Punjab (10.2) ranked at low-
est followed by Andhra Pradesh 
(20.9) and West Bengal (21). 

The report says that Odi-
sha is among the few states, 
complying with the FRBM 
parameters since 2005, taking 
prudent measures to keep its 
fi scal indicators healthy. Odi-
sha’s revenue expenditure and 
capital expenditure increased 
by 53.5% and 42.0% respective-
ly between 2018-19 and 2022-23.

The state has increased its 

expenditure on priority sectors 
like healthcare and education 
to meet developmental needs. 
It was observed that on an av-
erage, the revenue expenditure 
on health and education by Odi-
sha (CAGR 33.8%) was higher 
than that of the major states 
(CAGR 22.6%) during 2020-2022.

The ratio of the state's own 
non-tax revenue to GSDP wit-
nessed an increase from 2.9% 
in 2018-19 to 5.6% in 2022-23. 
However, according to the 
budget text, it was 1.5% of 
GSDP in 1999-2000, and has 
increased to 6.07% in 2022-23.

Surprisingly, the report ex-
presses elation as 90% of the 
state's own non-tax revenue and 
45% of the state's own revenue 
receipts stem from the mining 
sector with premiums linked 
to market prices over the lease 
period, rather than increased 
extraction. However, revenue 
from mining is not sustainable.

According to the report, fi scal 
prudence and efforts to mobilise 

its own revenue have reduced 
the state’s fi scal defi cit from 
6.9% of GSDP in 2000-01 to 2% 
in 2022-23 which is within the 
limit of 3% set by FRBM. But 
according to budget data, the fi s-
cal defi cit in 2022-23 was 2.85% 
while other data say it is close 
to 3%. However, the 2% fi gure is 
completely wrong. The question 
arises as to why the index was 
prepared for only 18 states, not 
the rest of states. Further, it is 
wrong to consider different base 
years while preparing this in-
dex and providing various data. 

Undoubtedly, there has been 
tremendous improvement in 
the state’s fi scal prudence over 
the years. However, fi scal pru-
dence should be maintained 
in tandem with progress in 
human development and em-
ployment generation as well 
as infl ation control.

The writer is an 
Odisha-based economist 

and columnist. 

 There is still space in Indian politics for a 
robust streetfi ghter, someone who raises 

issues of public concern in a consistent and 
convincing manner

IN INDIAN 
POLITICS, 

NOTHING IS 
PERMANENT 

AND 
MIDDLE-CLASS 

CHOICES IN 
PARTICULAR 

CAN BE 
NOTORIOUSLY 

FICKLE

The rise of digital 
platforms and 

social media has 
provided the super 
rich with new tools 

to shape public 
opinion. Voters 

believe they are 
active participants 

while – elé belé 
– real power is 

concentrated in the 
hands of 
the few

Rajdeep Sardesai

Kaushik Basu

FISCAL 
PRUDENCE 

SHOULD BE 
MAINTAINED IN 
TANDEM WITH 

PROGRESS 
IN HUMAN 

DEVELOPMENT 
AND 

EMPLOYMENT 
GENERATION

Santosh Kumar 
Mohapatra

WISDOM CORNER
So long as we love, we serve; so long as we are loved by oth-
ers, I should say that we are almost indispensable; and no man 
is useless while he has a friend.  
 ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

All that is gold does not glitter, not all those who wander are 
lost; the old that is strong does not wither, deep roots are not 
reached by the frost. 
 JRR TOLKIEN

You must take personal responsibility. You cannot change the 
circumstances, the seasons, or the wind, but you can change 
yourself. That is something you have charge of.
 JIM ROHN

 
1766: Thomas Malthus, the English economist and demographer best known for 
his theory that population growth will always tend to outrun the food supply and 
should be checked by stern limits on reproduction, is believed to have been born 
this day.

1876: The telephone is patented. Both Alexander Graham Bell and Elisha Gray ap-
plied for a patent on that day - Bell won.

Reducing tax burden

Sir, The newly tabled Income Tax Bill, set to replace the Income 
Tax Act 1961, raises signifi cant concerns for taxpayers. While the 
bill aims to simplify tax language and reduce litigation, it does little 
to address the pressing issue of high tax burden for the average 
taxpayer. Despite claims of simplifi cation, the bill maintains the 
same income tax slabs and rates as proposed in Budget 2025, offering 
limited relief. The proposed hike in tax rebate under Section 87A 
to Rs 60,000 for incomes below Rs 12 lakh is a welcome change, but 
it is still inadequate for the rising cost of living. Moreover, the new 
tax regime, with its limited deductions, only Rs 75,000 for standard 
deduction and NPS contributions, fails to offer taxpayers meaningful 
options for tax planning, unlike the old regime, which provides more 
deductions and exemptions. The lack of any substantive changes to 
the income tax slabs and rates for both new and old tax regimes will 
leave taxpayers struggling with higher tax liabilities. The govern-
ment’s focus should be on reducing the tax burden on the middle 
class and providing more avenues for savings and exemptions. 

Vishal Mayur, TUMAKURU (KARNATAKA)
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Guwahati, Feb 13: Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma Wednesday met Singa-
pore Deputy Prime Minister 
Gan Kim Yong and discussed 
the state’s role in strengthening 
India-ASEAN relations.

The Chief Minister’s Offi ce 
(CMO) in a post on X said the 
two leaders’ talks focused on 
semiconductors, skilling, green 
energy and innovation-driven 
industries.

“I highlighted Assam’s en-
deavours to be at the core of 
India-ASEAN Comprehensive 
Strategic partnership through 
greater collaboration in the 
emerging knowledge econo-
my, semiconductor, skilling 
and green energy,” Sarma said.

He expressed gratitude for 
the commitment of Yong, who 
is also the trade and industry 
minister of Singapore, in deep-
ening the existing relationship 
between Assam and Republic of 
Singapore.

Earlier during the day, the 

CM had a breakfast meeting 
with key stakeholders of Sin-
gapore’s semiconductor and 
other industries with focus on 
strengthening supply chains 
and linkages to position Assam 
as an emerging semiconductor 
hub.

“At #AdvantageAssam2, we 
will take the next steps in trans-
forming Assam into a semicon-
ductor hub through trusted 
supply chains and linkages,” 
he added.

The companies which took 
part in the discussion include 

Tata Electronics, Fuji Machine 
Mfg, Keysight Tech, Nordson 
Corp, Lintec Corp, Cohu Ink, 
Ecosoftt, Toppan Photomasks, 
Singapore Business Federation 
and Indian Ocean Group, the 
CMO said.

The Advantage Assam 2.0 
Investment and Infrastructure 
Summit is scheduled to be held 
February 25-26 in Guwahati.

Sarma also addressed over 
200 business leaders at the 
Singapore Road Show for the 
summit and extended a warm 
invitation to each prospective 

investor to Assam.
“Assam is the PLACE to be! 

That was the resounding mes-
sage we conveyed to over 200 
business leaders at the #Singa-
poreRoadShow. I personally in-
vited each prospective investor 
to join #AdvantageAssam2 and 
explore the diverse opportuni-
ties our state offers,” he wrote 
in a series of posts on the mi-
croblogging site.

Singapore’s investor commu-
nity showed great enthusiasm 
for Assam’s unique advantages 
in harnessing India’s economic 
potential, Sarma claimed.

“Our locational edge, sin-
gle-window clearance, tailored 

incentives, strong law & order, 
and disciplined workforce 
stand as our core USPs. With a 
projected GSDP of $143 billion, 
$SD 12.2 billion in infrastruc-
ture revamp, 15 km of roads 
built daily, a 6,000 MW green 
energy target, $4.7 billion in 
private investment, and a low 
debt-to-GSDP ratio, Assam of-
fers investors excellent pros-
pects and good ROI,” he added.
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JAMMU & 
KASHMIR

ASSAM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar, Feb 13: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah Thursday expressed 
optimism about the restoration 
of statehood, saying, “I believe 
that time has come now.”

Asked if he had raised the 
issue during his meeting with 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah in Delhi earlier this week, 
Abdullah said the process of 
statehood restoration was un-
derway and urgently needed 
to be taken to its logical con-
clusion.

When the Supreme Court 
upheld the Centre’s decision of 
abrogating Article 370, it made 
a general mention about state-
hood being restored “as soon as 
possible”, he said.

The Centre abrogated Arti-
cle 370, which granted special 
status to Jammu and Kashmir, 
and reorganised the erstwhile 
state into the Union territories 
of Jammu and Kashmir, and 
Ladakh in 2019.

“It was discussed as soon as 
possible and that was over a 
year ago. We feel that time has 
arrived now,” Abdullah said 

in an exclusive 
interview with 
PTI Videos.

The chief 
minister also 
said he had 
a “very good 
conversation” 
with the home 
minister. “It’s 
part of an ongoing 
conversation and I am 
very hopeful that statehood 
will be restored soon.”

Asked if the distance between 
Delhi and Jammu and Kashmir 
had reduced since he took offi ce 
last year, the chief minister said 
sometimes some incidents oc-
curred that widened the gap, 
pointing to the recent killings of 
two individuals in north Kash-
mir’s Sopore and in Billawar in 
Jammu’s Kathua district.

“Both incidents were unfor-
tunate and I feel that they could 
have been prevented. They 

shouldn’t have occurred in the 
fi rst place and now there is a ne-
cessity that they be investigat-
ed transparently. If someone is 
held guilty, the law has to take 
its course,” Abdullah said.

In Billawar, a 26-year-old 
man accused of being involved 
in militancy allegedly commit-
ted suicide February 4 follow-
ing “police harassment”. The 
day after, a truck driver was 
killed in army fi ring when he 
allegedly refused to stop at a 
checkpost in Sopore in Baram-
ulla district.

Following the two deaths, 
the chief minister had said 

that such incidents 
“risk alienating 

the very people 
who we need 
to carry 
with us on 
the road to 
complete 
normalcy”.

Abdul-
lah told PTI 

Videos that 
although secu-

rity and police 
were not the direct 

responsibility of the 
elected Union Territory gov-
ernment, it was still their com-
bined responsibility to ensure 
such incidents did not happen.

“As far as the people are con-
cerned, the government is there. 
They are not going to say who’s 
responsible in the government. 
It’s our collective duty and it 
should be our aim that such 
incidents don’t happen. That 
is why this was a major part of 
my conversation with the home 
minister,” he said.

Abdullah optimistic on 
statehood restoration

The Centre abrogated 
Article 370, which granted 
special status to Jammu 

and Kashmir, and 
reorganised the erstwhile 

state into the Union 
territories of Jammu 

and Kashmir, and 
Ladakh in 2019

When 
the Supreme Court 
upheld the Centre’s 

decision of 
abrogating Article 370, it 
made a general mention 
about statehood being 

restored as soon 
as possible

OMAR ABDULLAH | CM, 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
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Guwahati, Feb 13: Inter-
national Big Cat Alliance 
(IBCA) in collaboration with 
Kaziranga National Park and 
Tiger Reserve is organising 
a seven-day ITEC-Executive 
Course on capacity building 
for wildlife and conservation 
practitioners in Kaziranga.

The Indian Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (ITEC) 
course, sponsored by the Min-
istry of External Affairs, is be-
ing held for the fi rst time at a 
national park in India and will 
conclude February 16, an offi -
cial release said Wednesday.

The initiative brings togeth-
er 44 offi cials from 27 coun-
tries, underscoring the shared 
global commitment to wildlife 
conservation and sustainable 
development, it said.

The course will cover topics 
crucial to wildlife and natural 
heritage management, show-
casing India’s achievements 
in big cat conservation, con-
servation planning and man-
agement effectiveness, tech-
nology-aided conservation, 
rhinos as a fl agship species 
and community engagement, 
among others.

The inaugural session of 
the course was chaired by the 
Minister of Environment and 

Forest Chandra Mohan Pa-
towary Tuesday, the release 
said.

The ITEC program aims to 
foster cooperation among de-
veloping countries by sharing 
knowledge, expertise, and best 
practices, it said.

The primary objectives of 
the ITEC courses are to offer 
training and capacity building 
in various fi elds, thereby con-
tributing to the socio-economic 
development of partner nations.

Additionally, the program 
seeks to promote cultural ex-
change and strengthen bilat-
eral relationships, paving the 
way for sustainable develop-
ment and global cooperation, 
it added.

Kaziranga National Park 
and Tiger Reserve, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, is home 
to the largest population of 
greater one-horned rhinocer-
os, making it a critical site for 
wildlife conservation.

Assam’s Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, during his visit 

to Singapore, advocated for 
investment in Assam’s emerging 
sectors such as semiconductors, 
skills, and green energy

Highlighting Assam’s strategic 
importance, he also promoted 

the state's efforts to become a 
signifi cant player in the global 
semiconductor industry
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Jammu, Feb 13: Directing for 
stronger measures to protect 
the borders amid a ceasefi re vi-
olation and a major IED attack 
in the recent past, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha Thursday said all 
security agencies must work to-
gether to counter the cross-bor-
der threats.

He also called for intensifi ed 
efforts to wipe out terrorism 
from Jammu province and said 
every perpetrator and supporter 
of terrorism must pay the price.

“We must strengthen border 
security against asymmetric 
threats due to porous border 
with riverines and diffi cult 
mountain range and all the 
security agencies must work 
together to provide necessary 

back-up support,” the lieu-
tenant governor said, chairing a 
high-level meeting to review the 
security scenario in Jammu di-
vision. This was the second se-
curity review meeting chaired 
by the lieutenant governor in 
as many days. Sinha presided 
over a high-level security re-
view meeting in Srinagar for 
Kashmir valley Wednesday.

The back-to-back security re-
view meetings took place amid a 
series of incidents along the Line 
of Control (LoC) in Jammu divi-
sion over the past couple of days.

While two army personnel, 
including a captain, were killed 
in a powerful Improvised Ex-
plosive Device (IED) explosion 
triggered by the terrorists in 
Akhnoor sector of Jammu Feb-

ruary 11, a soldier was injured 
in cross-border fi ring in Rajouri 
sector a day earlier.

The Pakistani troops also vi-
olated ceasefi re by resorting to 
unprovoked fi ring on the army 
posts in Poonch sector Wednes-
day, prompting a befi tting reply 
by the Indian Army.

The security review meeting 
in Jammu was attended by se-
nior police offi cers led by DGP 
Nalin Prabhat, who along with 
Inspector General of Police, 
Jammu zone, Bhim Sen Tuti, 
briefed the chair on the future 
action plan and the proposed 
measures to tackle the securi-
ty challenges to ensure a safe 
and secure environment for 
the common citizen, an offi cial 
spokesman said.

He said the IGP railways al-
so gave a detailed presentation 
on the security architecture of 
railways and the roadmap put 
in place to strengthen the secu-
rity of stations and the tracks.

“Our focus should be on com-
plete wipe-out of terrorism from 
Jammu division. We should not 
even have remnants of terror-
ism in Jammu region,” the lieu-
tenant governor said, address-
ing the meeting.

He called for effective steps to 
wipe-out terrorism and ensure 
complete dismantling of the in-
frastructure and local support 
of terrorism.

The lieutenant governor 
directed the police offi cials to 
take strongest possible action 
against those providing logis-
tical and fi nancial support to 

terrorism.
“Every perpetrator and sup-

porter of terrorism must pay 
the price. We need to equip our-
selves with credible intelligence 
and act more effectively to neu-
tralise the terrorists and ensure 
the security of citizens,” he 
said. Sinha directed the police 
offi cials to make sure that acts 
of individuals or groups trying 
to create fear in the society are 
termed as “terrorist action” and 
they should be punished as per 
the law.

He discussed a roadmap for 
technology driven policing, area 
domination plan, inter-agency 
coordination, action against 
narco-terrorism, capacity 
building of police force and in-
novative strategies to improve 
cyber patrolling and monitoring 
capabilities.

The lieutenant governor 
stressed on credible intelligence 
gathering, sharing of real time 
operational intelligence and 
anti-terror operations based 
on precise inputs.

He also called for strength-
ening the legal framework to 
deal with terror propagandists 
and strengthening of police es-
tablishment at local level for 
modern and effi cient policing.

LG Sinha directs stronger measures to protect borders

Assam to become global semiconductor manufacturing hub

We must strengthen 
border security 
against asymmetric 

threats due to porous border 
with riverines and diffi cult 
mountain range and all the 
security agencies must work 
together to provide necessary 
back-up support 
MANOJ SINHA | LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

The back-to-back 
security review meetings 
took place amid a series 

of incidents along the 
Line of Control (LoC) in 
Jammu division over the 

past couple of days

Capacity building for conservation at Kaziranga
Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is home to the largest 

population of greater one-horned rhinoceros, making it a critical site for wildlife conservation

Workers plant paddy saplings, at a fi eld in Nagaon district of Assam PTI PHOTO



Many MVA 
workers 
have already 

joined the BJP, 
and I encourage 
those who are 
left to do the 
same. Only (ruling) Mahayuti 
workers will receive funds

NITESH RANE | BJP LEADER

Govern-
ments keep 
coming 

and going but 
relationships 
continue. We 
met Kejriwal as a 
gesture of friendship. 
However, our democracy is 
not free and fair. Elections are 
not free and fair

ADITYA THACKERAY | SENA (UBT) LEADER

P8
FRIDAY | FEBRUARY 14, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

national
SC ORDERS DISSOLUTION 
OF MEGHALAYA VARSITY
The Supreme Court Thursday ordered the 
dissolution of the Chander Mohan Jha 
University in Meghalaya upholding the 
state government's 2014 decision to shut 
down the institution over mismanagement 
and several other shortcomings.

Keeping pace with the 
fast-changing technology is 
another area of challenge. You 
have to take measures to make 
accounting and payment 
systems smooth and effective
DROUPADI MURMU | PRESIDENT

Under the 
AAP gov-
ernment, 

the power sector 
was continu-
ously monitored 
which has now 
collapsed within three days 
with BJP coming to power

ATISHI | OUTGOING DELHI CM

Woman’s body 
recovered from lake
Bangalore: The body of 
a 21-year-old woman was 
recovered from a lake on the 
outskirts of the city under 
mysterious circumstances, police 
said Thursday. The deceased has 
been identifi ed as R Sahana, a 
resident of Harohalli near Hosur, 
they said. Police stated that 
the victim's father claimed 
it was an accident, while her 
boyfriend alleged it was a case 
of ‘honour killing’ as her father 
had opposed their relationship 
due to their belonging to 
different communities.

Protests in Jamia: Over
10 students detained
New Delhi: Over 10 Jamia 
Millia Islamia University 
students were detained by 
Delhi Police for protesting 
against the university's 
disciplinary action against 
two PhD scholars, who were 
served show-cause notices 
for allegedly organising a 
demonstration last year, 
an offi cial said Thursday.  

Three killed in
road crash in UP
Kushinagar (UP): A truck 
truck hit an auto-rickshaw 
here, leaving three persons 
dead and four others injured, 
police said Thursday.   Those 
killed were identifi ed as Mansa 
Chauhan (40), Awadhesh 
Chauhan (41) and Kanta 
Chauhan (65), they said.   The 
injured were rushed to the 
Community Health Centre, 
Kaptanganj from where 
doctors referred them to the 
Medical College in Gorakhpur.   

Court issues summons 
to Dhananjay Munde 
Mumbai: A court in 
Maharashtra's Beed has 
issued summons to state 
minister Dhananjay Munde in 
connection with a complaint 
fi led by his fi rst wife, who 
accused him of not disclosing 
information in his affi davit 
submitted before the 2024 
Assembly elections. A Joint 
Civil Judge Junior Division and 
Judicial Magistrate First Class 
(CJJD and JMFC) at Parli in 
Beed, issued summons to the 
NCP leader February 10. 

Microsoft inaugurates
new campus in Hyd
Hyderabad: Telangana Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy 
Thursday inaugurated a new 
campus of Microsoft as the 
company celebrates its journey 
of 25 years in Hyderabad. The 
state-of-the-art 1.1 million sq 
ft LEED-certifi ed building at 
Gachibowli, the city's IT hub 
would house 2,500 additional 
employees. 

SHORT TAKES

Artistes from Feroz Abbas Khan’s ‘Mughal-E-Azam: The Musical’ during their performance PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, Feb 13:  Shiv 
Sena (UBT) leader Aditya 
Thackeray met Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi and AAP 
convenor Arvind Kejriwal, days 
after their losses in the Delhi 
Assembly polls, with a message 
to strengthen the fi ght for free 
and fair elections.

Aditya Thackeray, on a 
whirlwind tour of the national 
capital, also met the party's par-
liamentarians amid reports of 
dissent in the ranks and some 
leaders planning to join the 
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena.

He met Gandhi late Wednes-
day and called on Kejriwal, the 
former Delhi Chief Minister, 
whose party faced defeat in 
last week's Assembly elections 
Thursday.

"Is there any difference be-
tween the BJP and the Elec-
tion Commission (EC)?... I 
don't even know where my 
vote goes. There needs to be 
more clarity on EVMs (elec-
tronic voting machines) and 
VVPATs (voter-verifi able paper 
audit trail)," Aditya Thackeray 
said. After calling on Kejriwal, 

Aditya Thackeray described 
the meeting as a gesture of 
friendship. "Governments keep 
coming and going but relation-
ships continue. We met Kejri-
wal as a gesture of friendship. 
However, our democracy is 
not free and fair. Elections 
are not free and fair," he told 
reporters after the meeting.

He was accompanied by 
party MPs Sanjay Raut, Arvind 
Sawant, Priyanka Chaturvedi, 
Sanjay Dina Patil and Bhau-
saheb Wakchaure, among 
others. The Congress, Shiv 
Sena (UBT) and the NCP (SP) 
had alleged irregularities in 
the conduct of last year's Ma-
harashtra Assembly election, 
claiming that there were more 
registered voters in the state 
than its total adult population.

The three parties, which 
formed the Maha Vikas 
Aghadi (MVA) grouping, 
claimed 39 lakh new voters 
were added between the Lok 
Sabha elections in May and 
the November Assembly polls.

"We believe we are in a de-
mocracy but perhaps we are 
robbed of democracy. It is a 
pretentious democracy," Adi-
tya Thackeray said, adding that 
the Opposition parties should 
rally together on the issues of 
"voter and EVM fraud". Adi-
tya Thackeray's meeting with 
Gandhi also came against the 
backdrop of rumblings within 
the MVA after NCP (SP) chief 
Sharad Pawar felicitated Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minister 
Shinde, who had toppled the 
Uddhav Thackeray-led MVA 
government.

Court protects Amanatullah from arrest till February 24
New Delhi: A Delhi court Thursday granted protection from arrest till February 24 to AAP MLA Amanatullah 
Khan for allegedly attacking a police team in Jamia Nagar in the national capital on February 10 and said that 
allegation did not "seem to carry weight".  Special judge Jitendra Singh ordered Khan to join the police's probe 
in the case whenever directed by the investigating offi cer.  The direction came on the anticipatory bail plea 
fi led by Khan in the case.  The court directed police to bring all the documents aside from any CCTV footage 
related to incident before the court February 24.  Delhi Police registered an FIR against Khan for allegedly 
leading an attack on a police team in Jamia Nagar Monday, alleging that the mob led by Khan helped a 
proclaimed offender, Shahwej Khan, an accused in an attempt-to-murder case, escape from custody.

India to conduct 2-crewed space 
fl ights under Gaganyaan by 2028 
New Delhi: India has broadened the scope of the 
Gaganyaan mission and plans to carry out two 
crewed space fl ights by 2028, Parliament was informed 
Thursday. According to the enhanced scope, the 
Gaganyaan programme will have eight missions -- two 
crewed and six uncrewed -- Union Minister of State 
in the Prime Minister's Offi ce Jitendra Singh said in a 
written reply in the Rajya Sabha. Singh said the earlier 
Gaganyaan programme entailed one crewed mission and 
two uncrewed ones. The total funding for the programme 
has been enhanced to `20,193 crore to address the 
programmatic requirements, according to the revised 
scope that includes new developments for the Bharatiya 
Antariksh Station and precursor missions, he said. The 
allocation also covers additional requirements to meet 
the ongoing Gaganyaan programme, he further said.

CRPF jawans kills 2 before 
taking his life at Manipur camp
Imphal: A CRPF jawan allegedly killed two of his 
colleagues and injured eight others before taking 
his own life at a camp in Manipur Thursday, 
offi cial sources said. The incident took place at 
a Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) camp in 
Lamsang located in the Imphal West district at 
around 8.20 pm, they said. The accused, Havildar 
Sanjay Kumar, opened fi re from his weapon 
killing a constable and a sub-inspector of the 
force on the spot. He later turned the gun on 
himself and has been declared dead, the sources 
said. The accused belonged to the F company 
of the 120th battalion of the force. Eight CRPF 
personnel have been injured in the fi ring and 
they have been shifted to the Regional Institute 
of Medical Sciences (RIMS) in Imphal, they said.

SNIPPETSAbhishek reaffi rms TMC’s 
solo fi ght in 2026 state polls

KERALA RAGGING HORROR CAUGHT ON CAMERA
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Kolkata, Feb 13: TMC nation-
al general secretary Abhishek 
Banerjee Thursday reaffi rmed 
that the party will contest the 
2026 West Bengal Assembly 
elections alone, maintaining its 
'Ekla Chalo' (go it alone) policy 
in the state while remaining a 
constituent of the opposition 
INDIA bloc at the Centre.

Speaking at a free health camp 
"Sebashray" in his Diamond 
Harbour constituency's Satgach-
hia, Banerjee asserted that TMC 
had successfully contested elec-
tions independently in the past 
and would continue to do so. 

"Didi (Mamata Banerjee) 
has already made it clear 
that we will fight alone in 
Bengal. This is nothing new. 
We fought alone in 2014, 2016, 
2019, and 2024. We performed 
well then, and we will do so 
again," he said.

Banerjee asserted that it 
will contest next year's Assem-
bly elections independently if 
the Congress does not allow it 
to fight on its own terms, as it 
is the stronger force in Ben-
gal. "We have said this cate-
gorically in the past as well 
that we continue to be a part 
of the INDIA bloc. However, 
if Congress does not wish to 
explore any way forward or 
engage in seat-sharing, we 
will contest alone," he said.

Banerjee dismissed claims 
that an alliance with the Con-
gress could have prevented 
BJP's winning 12 seats in the 
Lok Sabha elections in Ben-
gal, saying, "Ultimately, it is 
the people's support that mat-
ters. Whether we fight alone 
or in an alliance, it does not 
make much difference. At 
best, there could have been 
a two-to-four seat difference, 
nothing more." 
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Kottayam (Kerala), Feb 13: 
Disturbing visuals of the brutal 
ragging of a junior student at 
the Government Nursing Col-
lege here surfaced Thursday, 
showing the victim being tied 
to a cot and his body repeatedly 
pierced with a compass.

According to footage re-
ceived by the Gandhinagar 
police, the victim was stripped 
half-naked and subjected to 
horrifying acts, including 
having dumbbells placed on 
his private parts after being 
tied to a cot and having facial 
cream poured into his mouth. 
Kottayam District Police Chief 
Shahul Hameed said that police 
are investigating whether more 
students were subjected to rag-
ging. The fi ve students arrested 

Wednesday in connection with 
the case are currently in the dis-
trict jail after being remanded 
by a court here. The visuals 
aired by TV channels showed 
the junior student--lying on 
the bed with lotion all over his 
body and his hands and legs tied 
with a rope--screaming in pain, 
unable to move while his body 
was repeatedly pierced with the 
compass. The senior students 
pierced various parts of his 
body with the compass, count-
ing aloud, “one, two, three”.

As the victim screamed in 
pain, the accused mocked him, 
taunting and insulting him by 
calling him a “sexy body”. The 
video recorded by third-year 
students captured this brutal 
act of ragging, police said. The 
abuse took place in the boys' 
hostel targeting fi rst-year nurs-

ing students. The arrested stu-
dents have been identifi ed as 
Samuel Johnson (20), Rahul 
Raj (22), Jeev (18), Rijil Jith (20), 
and Vivek (21).

One of the arrested students 
was an offi ce-bearer of a nursing 

student organisation, police said. 
They were arrested after a case 
was registered under the Prohi-
bition of Ragging Act, following a 
complaint that ragging had been 
ongoing for nearly three months 
at the nursing institute, which 

operates under the Government 
Medical College.

The accused have also been 
booked under Sections 118(1) 
(intentionally causing hurt 
using dangerous weapons or 
means), 308(2) (punishment for 
extortion), and 351(1) (criminal 
intimidation) of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, 
the police said. The accused 
students have been suspended, 

college authorities confi rmed.
According to the complaint, 

the ragging began in Novem-
ber last year. The complaint 
also stated that senior students 
regularly extorted money from 
juniors Sundays to buy alcohol 
and frequently assaulted them.

The accused November 16 
allegedly forced a fi rst-year stu-
dent to transfer `300 via Google 
Pay and hand over `500 in cash 
under threats. Police revealed 
that the money was used to pur-
chase alcohol.

Meanwhile, student organi-
sations in the state condemned 
the incident, describing it as 
barbaric and shocking.

SFI state secretary P M Ar-
sho stated the organisation's 
strong stance against anarchic 
acts such as ragging. SFI is the 
student outfi t of the CPI(M).

The fi ve students arrested Wednes-
day in connection with the case are 

currently in the district jail after being 
remanded by a court 

The visuals aired by TV channels 
showed the junior student--lying on the 

bed with lotion all over his body and 
his hands and legs tied with a 

rope--screaming in pain, unable to 
move while his body was repeatedly 

pierced with the compass
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New Delhi, Feb 13: The report 
of the Joint Committee on Waqf 
(Amendment) Bill was tabled 
in both Houses of Parliament 
Thursday with the Lok Sabha 
speaker allowing the submis-
sion of dissent notes in entire-
ty as demanded by the Opposi-
tion and Home Minister Amit 
Shah asserting the BJP had no 
objection to it.

Committee Chairman Jag-
dambika Pal had redacted parts 
of the dissent notes contending 
that they cast aspersions on the 
parliamentary panel and made 
personal allegations against 
him. The Lok Sabha and the 
Rajya Sabha witnessed stormy 
scenes with Opposition mem-
bers trooping to the Wells of the 
respective Houses protesting 
against the "undemocratic" ac-
tion of the committee chairman.

In the Rajya Sabha, BJP mem-
ber Medha Kulkarni tabled the 
voluminous report amid pro-
tests by the Opposition mem-
bers. Later, she tabled a corri-
gendum to Appendix 5 of the 
report that deals with notes/

minutes of dissent, prompting 
the Opposition to claim victory. 
In the face of Opposition protests 
in the Lok Sabha, Home Minis-
ter Shah said his party has no 
objection to attaching the notes of 
dissent to the report submitted by 
the Opposition as per parliamen-
tary practice.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la said members of the Waqf 
committee had met him and 
discussed certain issues. "Those 
issues have been included in the 
annexure," he said as opposition 
members staged a walkout. The 

Rajya Sabha witnessed chaos as 
Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Kiren Rijiju rejected the allega-
tions by Opposition MPs led by 
Leader of Opposition Mallikar-
jun Kharge that dissent notes 
were deleted from the report.

Congress member Syed Nasir 
Hussain accused Rijiju -- who 
is also the Union minority af-
fairs minister -- of misleading 
the House. "My own dissent 
note has been redacted," Hus-
sain said. Later at a press con-
ference in Parliament House 
complex, the Parliamentary 

Affairs minister said when 
the report was tabled in Rajya 
Sabha, some Opposition MPs 
raised objections and claimed 
their dissent notes had been 
taken out. 

"In this, one thing has to 
be kept in mind that in the 
annexure and dissent note 
if any question is raised 
on the committee like casting 
an aspersion on the committee, 
which the chairman feels is not 
right, then the chairman has 
the power to remove it, not the 
report. It's written in the rules," 
Rijiju said.

  The Joint Committee of Par-
liament on the Waqf (Amend-
ment) Bill had adopted the re-
port by a majority vote and that 
contained changes suggested 
by members of the ruling BJP, 
prompting the Opposition to 
dub the exercise an attempt to 
destroy Waqf boards. It was ad-
opted by a 15-11 majority vote.
 The Rajya Sabha also witnessed 
a walkout by Opposition mem-
bers and BJP president J P 
Nadda accused them of being 
"anti-national" and indulging 
in politics of appeasement.

Waqf Bill report tabled in Parliament
•The Lok Sabha and 
the Rajya Sabha 
witnessed stormy 
scenes with 
Opposition members 
trooping to the Wells 
of the respective 
Houses protesting 
against the 
"undemocratic" action 
of the committee 
chairman

•In the Rajya Sabha, 
BJP member Medha 
Kulkarni tabled the 
voluminous report 
amid protests by the 
opposition members

Aditya Thackeray, on 
a whirlwind tour of the 

national capital, also met 
the party’s parliamen-
tarians amid reports of 
dissent in the ranks and 
some leaders planning to 

join the Eknath Shinde-led 
Shiv Sena

Aditya Thackeray meets
Rahul Gandhi, Kejriwal

MCD presents 
`17K-cr budget
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New Delhi, Feb 13: The Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) Thursday presented a 
budget of `17,000 crore for the 
next fi nancial year with san-
itation receiving the highest 
allocation of `4,907.11 crore. 

Besides sanitation, 
infrastructure development, 
education and waste manage-
ment, have been focused upon 
in the MCD budget. In waste 
management, the MCD plans 
to establish waste-to-energy 
plants in Narela-Bawana (3,600 
TPD) and Ghazipur (3,000 TPD), 
along with bio-CNG plants 
in Okhla, Ghogha Dairy, and 
Ghazipur to process 750 metric 
tons of waste daily.

The special budget meeting 
also announced that work is 
underway to set up bio-meth-
anisation plants with a 
capacity of 200 metric tons per 
day, expected to be completed 
by March 2025. 



BIG BREAKING 
United Opposition 
will raise the 
massive voter list 
& EVM frauds by 
BJP
 “The fraud that 

took place in Maharashtra & 
Haryana will repeat in every state” 
The battle launched by LoP Rahul 
Gandhi is growing stronger 
 @mr_mayank
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DHARAVI REDEVELOPMENT 
SURVEY CROSSES 50K MARK
The Dharavi Redevelopment Project (DRP) 
notched up a major milestone Wednesday 
by completing over 50,000 door-to-door sur-
veys which is the highest in Mumbai Slum 
Rehabilitation Authority's (SRA) history

There are no models that 
you can build and under-

stand how the trends will be be-
cause they are very 
dynamic... Despite that, we have 
tried keeping the assessments as 
close as possible, keeping India's 
interests as topmost
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN | FINANCE MINISTER

Three cops booked  
over custodial death
Muzaffarpur: Three police 
offi cers in Bihar's Muzaffarpur 
district have been booked for 
the alleged custodial death of 
a young man, who was found 
hanging from the ceiling of a 
police station lock-up last week, 
a senior offi cial said Thursday. 
According to Superintendent 
of Police (Rural), Muzaffarpur, 
Vidyasagar, an FIR has been 
lodged against the then SHO of 
Kanti police station Sudhakar 
Pandey, sub-inspector S K Singh 
and constable Raghu Paswan.

Dhankhar to visit 
Jammu tomorrow
New Delhi: Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar will be on 
a day-long visit to Jammu 
Saturday, his offi ce said. 
During his tour, the vice 
president will preside over the 
10th convocation of Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi University. He 
will also visit Mata Vaishno 
Devi and Bhairon ji temples. 
Following the death of former 
prime minister Manmohan 
Singh in December last year, 
Dhankhar's visit to Jammu and 
Kashmir was postponed due 
to state mourning.

Noted vocalist 
Prabhakar dead
Mumbai: Renowned 
Hindustani classical vocalist 
Pandit Prabhakar Karekar 
has passed away in Mumbai 
following a brief illness, his 
family said Thursday.  He was 
80. Karekar breathed his last 
at his residence in Shivaji Park 
area here Wednesday night, his 
family said in a statement.

Police arrest 46 linked 
to Jamtara gangs
Kolkata: West Bengal 
Police has arrested 46 people 
allegedly linked to the notorious 
Jamtara gangs involved in 
phishing, online frauds and 
fi nancial scams, a senior police 
offi cer said Thursday. Under 
the state's 'Cyber Shakti' 
initiative, multiple raids were 
conducted in Birbhum, Asansol, 
Durgapur, Chandannagar and 
Purba Bardhaman which 
led to the seizure of 84 mobile 
phones and an equal number 
of SIM cards. 

As long as we 
are around 
in Bihar, they 

cannot form a gov-
ernment here. The 
people have sized 
up the BJP. They 
will size up the NDA here as well

LALU PRASAD |  RJD PRESIDENT

I have got the 
opportunity to 
be a minister 

for the third time. 
PM Modi believes 
in Dr Babasaheb 
Ambedkar

RAMDAS ATHAWALE | UNION MINISTER

The Oppo-
sition has 
acted very 

irresponsibly 
and it should be 
condemned. This 
is the politics of 
appeasement and this is being 
done to weaken the country

JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA |  UNION MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

View of the rebuilt Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) offi ce, 
Keshav Kunj, at Jhandewalan, in New Delhi. RSS has moved back its of-
fi ce in the city to its old address following the near completion of the 
rebuilding project spread across over 3.75 acre premises, housing three 
13-storey towers and around 300 rooms and offi ces in total PTI PHOTO
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Mumbai, Feb 13: The contro-
versy around Ranveer Allah-
badia's remarks dominated 
headlines yet another day after 
a parliamentary panel Thurs-
day asked the Information 
and Broadcasting Ministry to 
submit a note on the issue by 
February 17 and Assam police 
summoned the infl uencer.

Allahbadia, who has apolo-
gised for his comments dubbing 
it as a “lapse in judgement”, 
failed to appear in connection 
with a probe into his contro-
versial comments on Samay 
Raina’s now-deleted YouTube 
show “India’s Got Latent”. He 
was asked to remain present at 
Mumbai’s Khar police station 
Friday, an offi cial said.

At a meeting of the Standing 
Committee on Communications 
and Information Technology, 
members from different parties 
voiced concern over Allahba-
dia’s comments and called for 
stringent measures to punish 
him and to ensure that such an 
incident does not recur.

The Mumbai police as well 
as Maharashtra Cyber Depart-
ment have also asked Raina, 
who was a part of the contro-
versial reality show “India’s 
Got Latent”, to appear before 
them in the next fi ve days. Al-
lahbadia, who was expected to 

visit the Khar police station 
Thursday, did not turn up, and 
told police that he was afraid of 
the media, an offi cial said. The 
Assam Police has also asked 
Allahbadia, Chanchlani, Raina, 
Jaspreet Singh and Apoorva 
Makhija to be present in person 
in connection with a case fi led 
in Guwahati for allegedly pro-
moting obscenity in a publicly 
accessible online show.

A team of the cyber police 
from Assam is currently in 
Mumbai. The comedians will 
have to be present in person 
within four days, Guwahati 
Joint Commissioner of Police 
Ankur Jain told reporters 
here Thursday. This comes 
just days after Shiv Sena MP 
Naresh Mhaske raised the issue 
in Parliament as he called for 
a law to regulate social media. 

On Wednesday night, musi-
cian A R Rahman became the 
latest celebrity to have joined 
the growing discourse around 
Allahbadia's comment, which 
many have deemed "vulgar" 
and "irresponsible".

At the "Chhaava" audio 
launch, the music maestro 
said the past week has been 
all about "what happens when 
the mouth opens" as he made 
an oblique reference to the rag-
ing controversy surrounding 
Allahbadia. 

 At the event, held Wednes-
day night in Mumbai, Kaushal 
asked Rahman to describe his 
music using "just three emojis".

"You want me (to) keep my 
mouth closed," Rahman said 
after some contemplation, re-
ferring to the emoji. "I think 
in the past week we have seen 

what all happens when mouth 
opens," he added, eliciting 
laughter from both Kaushal 
and the audience. 

To which Kaushal replied: 
"Talk about roasting."  Raina 
Wednesday announced that 
he was deleting all episodes of 
"India's Got Latent" and that he 
will fully cooperate with all the 
investigating agencies in their 
probe. The comedian said it 
was "too much to handle" for 
him. The Mumbai Police have 
so far recorded the statements 
of seven persons, including so-
cial media infl uencer Apoorva 
Makhija, in connection with 
controversial comments, of-
fi cials said Thursday. A team 
of the Assam Police is also in 
Mumbai to investigate a case in 
connection with the controver-
sy, an offi cial said.

The National Commission 
for Women (NCW) has also 
asked Allahbadia, Raina, and 
other panellists Mukhija, 
Jaspreet Singh, and Ashish 
Chanchlani, as well as the 
show's producers Tushar Poo-
jari and Saurabh Bothra to 
appear before it February 17 
in New Delhi. Chanchalani, 
who was scheduled to host the 
screening of Hollywood fi lm 
"Captain America: Brave New 
World" on Valentine's Day, 
said he was skipping the event 
citing health concerns.

MPs raise issue of Allahbadia’s 
comments at Parl panel meet

Allahbadia, who has apologised for his comments dubbing it as a “lapse in  judgement”, failed to appear in connection 
with a probe into his controversial comments on Samay Raina’s now-deleted YouTube show “India’s Got Latent”
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New Delhi, Feb 13:  Learn-
ing to become masters of tech-
nology and not slaves, using 
AI wisely and making own 
decisions are among the man-
tras shared with students 
during a technology master-
class as part of the Prime Min-
ister’s Pariksha Pe Charcha 
broadcast Thursday.

Sharing the mantras were 
YouTuber Gaurav Chaudhary, 
popularly known as “Technical 
Guruji”, and Radhika Gupta, 
the MD and CEO of Edelweiss 
Mutual Fund, at a special ses-
sion of 'Pariksha Pe Charcha', 
an annual event in which 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
interacts with students appear-
ing for board examinations.

In a shift from the tradition-
al town hall format, Modi pre-
ferred a more informal setting 
this time and took the students 
to Delhi’s iconic Sunder Nurs-
ery for his annual interaction 
with them ahead of board ex-
ams. Eminent personalities 
like boxer MC Mary Kom and 
spiritual leader Sadhguru 

have also shared their experi-
ences and knowledge with stu-
dents on key aspects of life and 
learning in different episodes of 
Pariksha Pe Charcha this year. 
Bollywood actor Deepika Padu-
kone Wednesday shared tips on 
stress management while open-
ing up about her own struggle 

with depression. 
Next in the series is a chat on 

“Good nutrition fuels a sharp 
mind” with nutrition experts 
Shonali Sabherwal, Rujuta 
Diwekar and Revant Himats-
ingka, which will be broadcast 
Friday. The guests will share 
insights on healthy eating, 

sleep and wellbeing.
“If you eat right, you will be 

able to write your exams better! 
The fourth episode of 'Pariksha 
Pe Charcha' will be all about 
eating and sleeping well in the 
run-up to exam prep. Listen to 
Shonali Sabherwal, Rujuta Di-
wekar and Revant Himatsingka 

share their views on this sub-
ject tomorrow,” PM Modi said 
in a post on X.

In the broadcast Thursday, 
Chaudhary told students to 
“learn to become masters of 
technology and not slaves. 
Technology should play the 
role of a good enabler but your 
own intelligence, sharpness 
and creativity should take pre-
cedence”. He guided students 
on using technology effective-
ly, ensuring it becomes their 
greatest strength rather than 
a distraction in their studies.

Chaudhary also highlighted 
the benefi ts of smart study apps, 
digital notes and online learn-
ing platforms, helping students 
integrate technology into their 
academic journey. He advised 
students to use AI as a tool rath-
er than relying on it entirely and 
encouraged them to embrace re-
al-life experiences beyond tech-
nology. Sharing anecdotes about 
the era of "fl oppy disks" (electron-
ic data storage devices) and the 
evolvement of technology since 
then, Gupta said now artifi cial 
intelligence can play the role of 
a good study partner.

Masterclass for students at Pariksha Pe Charcha
If you eat right, you will be 
able to write your exams 
better! The fourth episode of 

'Pariksha Pe Charcha' will be all 
about eating and sleeping well 
in the run-up to exam prep. Lis-
ten to Shonali Sabherwal, Rujuta 
Diwekar and Revant Himatsingka 
share their views on this subject 
tomorrow

NARENDRA MODI | PRIME MINISTER

TROUBLE 
MOUNTS
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Washington, Feb 13: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said 
he had a “fruitful meeting” 
with US National Security 
Advisor Michael Waltz and 
they discussed defence, technol-
ogy and security areas, which 
are important aspects of the 
India-US ties.

 “Had a fruitful meeting with 
NSA @michaelgwaltz. He has 
always been a great friend of 
India,” Modi said in a post on 
X.  “Defence, technology and 
security are important aspects 
of India-USA ties and we had a 
wonderful discussion around 
these issues. There is strong 
potential for cooperation in sec-
tors like AI, semiconductors, 
space and more,” he said.  After 
his meeting with Waltz, Modi 
met SpaceX CEO Elon Musk. 
Musk arrived at Blair House 
with his three young kids. 

 Modi arrived in the US capi-
tal Wednesday evening for a bi-
lateral meeting with President 
Donald Trump.  The meeting 
with Waltz was the fi rst engage-
ment of the day. External Af-
fairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar 
and National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval were present at the 
meeting.  After arriving at Blair 

House, the President's Guest 
House, Modi met US Director of 
National Intelligence Tulsi Gab-
bard. “Congratulated her on her 
confi rmation. Discussed various 
aspects of the India-USA friend-
ship, of which she's always been 
a strong votary,” Modi said on 
X.  Just hours before her meet-
ing with Modi, Gabbard took the 
oath of offi ce as the 8th Director 
of National Intelligence in the 
presence of Trump.

Modi meets US NSA Michael Waltz
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Mumbai, Feb 13: Former Shiv 
Sena (UBT) MLA Rajan Salvi 
Thursday joined the Shiv Se-
na led by Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, 
a move that is seen as a jolt to 
party chief Uddhav Thackeray.

Salvi, who represented Ra-
japur assembly constituency 
in Ratnagiri district from 2009-
2024, lost the November 2024 
assembly polls to Shiv Sena's 
Kiran Samant, brother of state 
Industry Minister Uday Sa-
mant. Since then Salvi was up-
set with party leaders, blaming 
them for his electoral defeat.

Salvi had quit as a deputy 
leader of Sena (UBT) Wednes-
day. The party has several 
functionaries with that desig-
nation. In a letter to Thacker-
ay Wednesday, Salvi said, “In 
the prevailing circumstances 
and amid the internal politics 
within the organisation, I won't 
be able to do justice to my post. 
Accepting moral responsibility 
for my defeat, I am resigning as 
the deputy leader of the party.”

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Anand Ashram, Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde said the Shiv 
Sena (UBT) under Thackeray 
was plagued with infi ghting.

Hyderabad: Google 
Thursday announced a strategic 
collaboration with the Telangana 
government to harness the 
transformative potential of 
Artifi cial Intelligence across 
the state in various sectors. 
This collaboration formalised 
through an MoU aims to 
drive the development and 
implementation of AI solutions. 
It focuses on key sectors, 
including agriculture, mobility, 
education, sustainability and 
governance. Additionally it seeks 
to foster innovation, bridge 
the digital divide and equip 
the workforce with future-
ready skills, said an official 
release. The MoU exchange 
took place in the presence of 
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, 
IT Minister Sridhar Babu, and 
Google representatives. Under 
this agreement, Google will 
collaborate with the Telangana 
government to develop AI-
powered agricultural solutions 
to support farmers and enhance 
mobility through transit data 
integration and road information 
sharing.
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Kolkata, Feb 13: The ruling 
Trinamool Congress in West 
Bengal and the Congress 
Thursday described the 
decision to impose President's 
rule in strife-torn Manipur as 
a “very delayed” move, and 
accused the BJP-led central 
government of destroying 
democracy in the northeast-
ern state.

President's rule was im-
posed in Manipur Thursday 
and the Assembly put under 
suspended animation, days af-
ter Chief Minister N Biren Singh 
resigned from his post that 
led to political uncertainty in 
the state. 

TMC spokesperson Joy 
Prakash Majumdar told re-
porters here that Singh and 
Home Minister Amit Shah were 
responsible for the ethnic clash-
es and the continuing uncer-
tainty in Manipur.

"For so many days, they al-
lowed the situation to remain 
so. Now, when the term of the 

assembly was set to expire and 
the performance of Singh is 
under the scanner, the BJP is 
thrusting President's rule in the 
state, which had once elected 
the party with the hope of peace 
and good governance. The BJP 
has betrayed different ethnic 
communities in Manipur," he 
asserted.

Majumdar also accused the 
saffron party of “killing democ-
racy” in Manipur and “aiding 
ethnic polarisation”, which 
backfi red. Echoing him, senior 
Congress leader Adhir Chowd-
hury held the Centre responsi-

ble for the present situation in 
Manipur. "The Central govern-
ment did not act when people 
were killed, women raped and 
houses set afi re (in Manipur). 
Now, when all the ploys have 
failed with no successor to 
take over the reins, the BJP is 
imposing President's rule," the 
former MP said.

 Meanwhile, BJP MP and 
spokesperson Samik Bhattacha-
rya said the central leadership 
took “the right step at the right 
time”, and President's rule will 
help Manipur develop like other 
saffron party-ruled states.

To a question, Bhattacharya 
admitted that due to “mishan-
dling” of certain issues by the 
N Biren Singh-led government, 
things became “a bit compli-
cated”, but the Union Home 
Ministry kept a fi rm grip on the 
situation.

Singh, who was heading the 
BJP government in Manipur, 
resigned as chief minister af-
ter nearly 21 months of ethnic 
violence that has claimed over 
250 lives so far. 

PREZ RULE 
IN MANIPUR TMC, Cong slam govt

President's rule was imposed in strife-torn Manipur Thursday and the state 
assembly was put under suspended animation, days after Chief Minister N Biren 

Singh resigned from his post that led to political uncertainty in the northeastern state

Ex- Sena (UBT) MLA
quits party, joins 
Shinde-led Sena

Google, T’gana ink pact
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international
BIRD FLU OUTBREAK IN US

Egg prices hit a record high as 
the US contends with an ongoing 
bird fl u outbreak, but consumers 
didn’t need government fi gures 
released Wednesday to tell them 
eggs are terribly expensive and 
hard to fi nd at times

I think we do 
need to delete 

entire agencies as 
opposed to leave a lot 
of them behind. If we 
don’t remove the the 
roots of the weed, then 
it's easy for the weed 
to grow back
ELON MUSK | 
SPECIAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE, US

Paul Kapur appointed 
for South Asia job: US
Washington: Paul Kapur, 
an expert on South Asian 
security, has been nominated 
by President Donald Trump 
to be the Assistant Secretary 
of State for South Asian 
Affairs. Kapur, if confi rmed 
by the Senate, will replace 
Donald Lu. In January, 
the US State Department 
confi rmed the departure of 
Lu, Assis tant Secretary of 
State for South and Central 
Asian Affairs, as his term 
concluded January 17, 2025. 
The Bureau of South and 
Central Asian Affairs deals 
with US foreign policy and US 
relations with the countries 
of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Uzbekistan. Indian-origin 
Kapur is a professor in the 
Department of National 
Security Affairs at the United 
States Naval Postgraduate 
School.

Gas explosion at food 
court kills 4, injures 26
Taipei: A gas explosion 
at a department store in 
Taiwan Thursday killed four 
people and injured 26, fi re 
authorities said. The blast 
occurred at the food court 
on the 12th fl oor of the Shin 
Kong Mitsukoshi department 
store in Taichung city, the 
Taichung Fire Bureau said. 
Among the dead were two 
people visiting from Macau, 
Macao’s Tourism Offi ce 
confi rmed Thursday. Local 
media reported that they 
were part of a family of 
seven who were there for 
tourism. The other fi ve were 
also injured are now being 
treated at local hospitals 
in Taichung. Dozens of 
fi refi ghters were deployed 
to the scene at about 11:30 
am Parts of the building's 
exterior were damaged and 
scattered fragments were 
strewn on the streets.

2 Indians arrested 
for gold smuggling
Kathmandu: Two Indian 
nationals were arrested in 
Nepal Thursday on charges 
of smuggling gold into the 
country. The police arrested 
Mahesh Amrit Mani, 27 
and Rahul Khadu, 24, from 
Nagdhunga, the main entry 
point to Kathmandu by 
land route. The two from 
Maharashtra were bringing 
the yellow metal into Nepal 
without paying customs duty, 
according to Nepal Police. 
The police have initiated 
further investigation into 
the matter after taking them 
into custody. Separately, an 
Indian national was arrested 
from the Parsa district of 
southern Nepal Thursday for 
carrying 500 grams of hemp. 

The Kashmir 
issue should 
be addressed 

according to the 
UN resolution 
through dialogue 
and keeping in 
mind the aspirations of the people 
of Kashmir

RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN |  PRESIDENT, TURKEY

A Chinese J-16 
fi ghter re-
leased fl ares 

on Tuesday that 
passed within 30 
meters (100 feet) 
of a P-8 Poseidon 
surveillance jet in daylight and in 
international air space

RICHARD MARLES  | 
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, AUSTRALIA

Let's not for-
get, Russia 
remains a 

threat well beyond 
Ukraine. There can 
be no negotiation 
about Ukraine 
without Ukraine. And Ukraine's 
voice must be at the heart of any 
talks

JOHN HEALEY  |  UK DEFENCE SECRETARY

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Beijing/Fuzhou, Feb 13:
Scientists have unearthed in 
southeastern China the fossil 
of a quail-sized bird that lived 
about 150 million years ago 
during the Jurassic Period and 
possessed surprisingly modern 
traits, a discovery that rewrites 
the history of avian evolution.

The newly identifi ed bird, 
called Baminornis zhenghen-
sis, joins the similarly aged 

Archaeopteryx, discovered in 
Germany in 1861, as the old-
est-known birds. But Bamino-
rnis, about six inches (15 cm) 
long, was far more advanced 
anatomically and a better fl ier 
than crow-sized Archaeopteryx, 
a creature seemingly half bird 
and half reptile.

While Archaeopteryx boasts 
a long and skinny tail resem-
bling a raptor dinosaur like Ve-
lociraptor, Baminornis has the 
shortened tail of a modern bird 
- an important aerodynamic 
innovation that helps shift the 
body’s center-of-mass forward 
toward the wings.

The fact that the two earli-
est-known birds display quite 
different anatomies and inhab-
ited different parts of the world 
- separated by about 5,500 miles 
(8,800 km) - suggests that mil-
lions of years of avian evolution 
had already occurred before 
their appearance.

Birds evolved from small 
feathered dinosaurs. Based 
on the new discovery, the fi rst 
birds arose 172-164 million 
years ago, millions of years ear-
lier than previously believed, 
according to paleontologist 
Min Wang of the Institute of 
Vertebrate Paleontology and 
Paleoanthropology of the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences, lead 

author of the study published 
on Wednesday in the journal 
Nature. “Baminornis zhengh-
ensis looks more like modern 
birds than Archaeopteryx,” 
Wang said, calling its discovery 
“a landmark to me and other 
evolutionary biologists.”

Until now, Archaeopteryx 
was the only unquestionable 
bird known from the Jurassic, 

which ended roughly 145 mil-
lion years ago.

“This fossil (Baminornis) 
indicates that Jurassic birds 
probably already had a global 
distribution and were much 
more diversifi ed than previ-
ously thought,” said paleon-
tologist and study co-author 
Zhonghe Zhou of the Institute 
of Vertebrate Paleontology and 
Paleoanthropology in China.

The Baminornis fossil was 
discovered in 2023 during sci-

entifi c fi eldwork in Fujian 
Province's Zhenghe County. 
The fossil preserves much of 
the bird’s skeleton but lacks the 
skull, leaving a gap in the un-
derstanding of its diet and life-
style that could be interpreted 
from its jaws and teeth. Wang 
said Baminornis probably had 
teeth, as did Archaeopteryx.

Until now, the oldest-known 
birds with short tails lived 
about 20 million years later 
than Baminornis, including 
Eoconfuciusornis, Protopteryx, 
Cruralispennia and Archaeor-
nithura. Unlike Archaeopter-
yx, Baminornis has a pygo-
style - a bone plate formed by 
fused vertebrae at the end of 
the vertebral column. “A short 
tail ending with a pygostyle is 
a universal feature of extant 
birds. It provides attachment 
for fan-shaped tail feathers fa-
cilitating more sophisticated 
and powerful fl ight,” Zhou said.

REUTERS

Munich, Germany, Feb 13: 
At least 28 people were hurt 
when a car driven by an Afghan 
asylum seeker ploughed into a 
crowd in Munich Thursday in 
what the state premier said was 
probably an attack, putting se-
curity back in focus before next 
week’s federal election.

The suspected attack came 
hours before international 
leaders including US.Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance and Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
were due to arrive in the south-
ern German city for the Munich 
Security Conference.

“We currently believe that 
we have at least 28 people in-
jured, some of them seriously,” 
said a police spokesperson.

Police said a white car had 
approached police vehicles that 
were accompanying a demon-
stration of striking workers, 
before speeding up and slam-
ming into people. One shot was 
fi red at the suspect and it was 
unclear if he was wounded, po-
lice added.

Offi cers detained the 24-year-
old driver. They said his motive 
was unclear.

“It was probably an attack,” 
Bavaria state premier Markus 
Soeder told reporters.

Bavarian interior minister 
Joachim Herrmann said the 

suspect had been known to 
police for drug and shoplifting 
offences. His asylum applica-
tion had been rejected, said 
Herrmann, but he had not been 
forced to leave due to security 
concerns in Afghanistan.

Immigration and security 
issues have dominated cam-
paigning ahead of the Feb-
ruary 23 election, especially 
after other violent incidents 
in recent weeks, with polls 
showing the centre-right con-
servatives leading followed by 
the far right.

In December, six people were 
killed in an attack on a Christ-
mas market in Magdeburg.

Car plows into Munich 
crowd, injuring dozens

One shot fi red as driver, an 
Afghan asylum seeker, detained

Bavarian leader says it was 
probably an attack

Security top of agenda in 
February 23 election

Munich Security Conference due 
to begin on Friday

Law and order priority for 
conservative chancellor hopeful

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dakar, Feb 13: Armed men in 
eastern Congo raped hundreds 
of children and recruited child 
soldiers at unprecedented lev-
els, the UN children’s fund said 
Thursday, as the confl ict in the 
mineral-rich region intensifi ed 

in recent weeks.
“In the North and South 

Kivu provinces, we are receiv-
ing horrifi c reports of grave 
violations against children by 
parties to the confl ict, including 
rape and other forms of sexual 
violence at levels surpassing 

anything we have seen in re-
cent years,” UNICEF’s Execu-
tive Director Catherine Russell 
said in a statement.

“One mother recounted to 
our staff how her six daugh-
ters, the youngest just 12 years 
old, were systematically raped 

by armed men while searching 
for food,” Russell added.

More than 100 armed groups 
are vying for control of Con-
go’s mineral-rich east in a 
decades-long confl ict that has 
created one of the world’s larg-
est humanitarian crises. The 
Rwanda-backed M23 rebels 
— the most prominent armed 

group in the region — captured 
Goma, the region’s largest city, 
in late January in a major esca-
lation of the years-long fi ghting 
with government forces.

During the week of January 
27 to February 2, health facili-
ties in the restive region report-
ed 572 rape cases, a more than 
fi vefold increase compared 
to the previous week, Lianne 
Gutcher, Chief of Communica-
tions at UNICEF in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, told 
The Associated Press. 170 of 
those treated were children, she 
added. Armed men perpetrated 
the rapes but it was unclear 
what specifi c armed group or 
army they belonged to, Gutch-
er said. “It is suspected that all 
parties to the confl ict commit-
ted sexual violence,” she added.

Armed men in Congo raped hundreds of children: UNICEF
During the week of 

January 27 to February 
2, health facilities in the 
restive region reported 
572 rape cases, a more 
than fi vefold increase 

compared to the previous 
week, 170 of those treated 

were children

More than 100 armed 
groups are vying for 
control of Congo’s 
mineral-rich east in a 
decades-long confl ict 
that has created one 
of the world’s largest 
humanitarian crises

The newly identifi ed bird, called 
Baminornis zhenghensis, joins 

the similarly aged Archaeopteryx, 
discovered in Germany in 1861, as 
the oldest-known birds

But Baminornis, about six 
inches (15 cm) long, was far 

more advanced anatomically 
and a better fl ier than crow-
sized Archaeopteryx, a creature 
seemingly half bird and half reptile

Jurassic fossil from China rewrites history of bird evolution
Based on the new discovery, 
scientists speculate that 

the emergence of the 
earliest birds could be 
traced back to an even 

earlier time, possibly 172 
million to 164 million 

years ago

REUTERS

Washington, Feb 13: US 
President Donald Trump said 
he plans to unveil reciprocal 
tariffs Thursday afternoon 
but gave no details about his 
latest tariff plan, which could 
take aim at every country that 
charges duties on US imports.

“Today is the big one: recip-
rocal tariffs,” Trump wrote on 
his social media platform.

He later posted he would de-
tail the latest in a barrage of 
tariffs on imports to the US he 
has unveiled since taking offi ce 
last month in a press confer-
ence at 1 pm.

That will come a few hours 
ahead of Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s White House 
visit. Modi, who is scheduled 
to arrive at 4 pm, oversees a 
government that imposes the 
highest tariffs on US exports of 
any major US trading partner.

The Republican president’s 
latest round of market-rattling 
tariffs has ratcheted up fears of 
a widening global trade war and 
threatened to accelerate U.S. in-
fl ation. Trump, who took offi ce 
Jan 20, has already announced 
tariffs on all steel and aluminum 
imports beginning March 12, im-
posed 10% tariffs on goods from 
China, and imposed a 30-day hold 
on tariffs on goods from neigh-
boring Canada and Mexico.

Trump’s trade advisers were 
fi nalizing plans Wednesday for 
the reciprocal tariffs the US 
president has vowed to impose 
on every country that charges 
duties on US imports, ratchet-
ing up fears of a widening global 
trade war. Trump said Monday 
he was also looking at separate 
tariffs on cars, semiconductors 
and pharmaceuticals.

Trade experts say structur-

ing the reciprocal tariffs that 
Trump wants poses big chal-
lenges for his team, which may 
explain why the latest duties 
were not announced Tuesday.

Trump offi cials could opt 
for a more easily implemented 
fl at 10% or 20% tariff rate, or 
a messier approach that would 
require separate tariff sched-
ules matching U.S. tariffs to 
each other country's rates, said 
William Reinsch, senior fellow 
at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies.

Damon Pike, a trade special-
ist and principal with the US 
division of accounting fi rm 
BDO International, said the 
reciprocal tariffs that Trump 
envisioned would result in a 
monumental undertaking, giv-
en that each of the 186 members 
of the World Customs Organi-
zation had different duty rates.

‘RECIPROCAL TARIFF’

Trump pushes trade war
The Republican 

president's latest round 
of market-rattling tariffs 
has ratcheted up fears of 
a widening global trade 
war and threatened to 
accelerate US infl ation

Trump’s tariffs 
could target all 
countries with 
duties on US 
imports

Experts warn 
of challenges 
in structuring 
reciprocal tariffs

REUTERS

Kyiv/Brussels, Feb 13: Ky-
iv and its European allies de-
manded Thursday that they 
be included in any peace ne-
gotiations, after US President 
Donald Trump spoke by phone 
with Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
and said Ukraine could neither 
have all of its land back nor join 
NATO.

Russia’s fi nancial mar-
kets soared and the price of 
Ukraine’s debt rose at the 
prospect of the fi rst peace 
talks since the early months of 
Europe’s deadliest war since 
World War Two, soon to enter 
its fourth year.

But Trump’s unilateral over-
ture to Putin, accompanied 
by apparent concessions on 
Ukraine’s principal demands, 
raised alarm for both Kyiv and 
the European allies in NATO 
who said they feared the White 
House might make a deal with-
out them.

“We, as a sovereign country, 
simply will not be able to accept 
any agreements without us,” 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy said.

He said Putin aimed to make 
his negotiations bilateral with 
the United States, and it was 
important not to allow that.

European offi cials took an 
exceptionally fi rm line in pub-
lic towards Trump’s peace 
overture, saying any agree-
ment would be impossible to 
implement unless they and the 
Ukrainians were included in 
negotiating it.

“Any quick fi x is a dirty 
deal,” European foreign poli-
cy chief Kaja Kallas said. She 
also strongly denounced the 
apparent concessions offered 
in advance.

“Why are we giving them 
(Russia) everything that they 
want even before the negotia-
tions have been started?” said 
Kallas. “It’s appeasement. It has 
never worked.”

Kyiv, EU alarmed by 
prospect of ‘dirty deal’ 
after Trump-Putin call

Special forces from Greece and Spain participate in the Steadfast Dart 2025 exercise, involving some 10,000 troops 
in three different countries from nine nations and represent the largest NATO operation planned this year, in Nea 
Anchialos, central Greece, Thursday, Feb. 13  PTI PHOTO
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Hamas affi rms willingness to 
move ahead with Gaza ceasefi re
Cairo/Jerusalem: The Palestinian militant group 
Hamas signalled Thursday that a crisis threatening 
to unravel the Gaza ceasefire deal could be avoided 
despite uncertainty over the number of hostages due 
to be released Saturday and disagreements over aid 
supplies. The 42-day ceasefire has appeared close to 
failure this week amid accusations on both sides of 
violations to the agreement sealed last month with the 
help of Egyptian and Qatari mediators and US support. 
Hamas said it did not want the deal to collapse, though 
it rejected what it called the “language of threats and 
intimidation” from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and US President Donald Trump. They have 
said the ceasefire should be cancelled if the hostages 
are not released. “Accordingly, Hamas reaffirms its 
commitment to implementing the agreement as signed, 
including the exchange of prisoners according to the 
specified timeline,” Hamas said in a statement. Hamas, 
whose Gaza chief leader Khalil Al-Hayya is visiting 
Cairo for talks with Egyptian security officials, also 
said both Egyptian and Qatari mediators would press 
on with efforts “to remove obstacles and close gaps”.

BNP expects India to 
repatriate Hasina
Dhaka: Former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia’s party 
Thursday said it expects India to repatriate her rival 
counterpart Sheikh Hasina to stand trial after a UN 
fact-fi nding report claimed her ousted regime tried 
to hold onto power through systematic attacks and 
killings of protesters last year. Bangladesh Foreign 
Ministry said a reminder to India for Hasina’s extra-
dition request already made last year would be sent, 
if necessary, and said the timing for it “is an issue 
that requires diplomatic and political decision.” The 
nearly 16-year-long Hasina’s Awami League (AL) 
regime was toppled in a students’ uprising August 5, 
2024 when she fl ed Bangladesh for India. Zia’s Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party’s (BNP) secretary general 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir told a press conference 
here that the UN report said the mass killings, human 
rights violations, and the destruction of democracy 
and institutions were carried out on Hasina’s orders, 
and it was “proven” by the report that “Hasina is a 
fascist who has tortured, persecuted and killed the 
people of this country.” He said he thanked the UN 
fact-fi nding committee for the report.
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Business
GAIL TO EXIT US SHALE VENTURE
State-owned gas utility GAIL (India) Ltd plans to exit its 
shale gas venture in the US, following in the footsteps of 
Reliance Industries Ltd and Oil India Ltd. India's largest 
gas transportation and marketing company has fl oated a 
tender to sell its 20 per cent interest in Eagle Ford Shale 
Assets in Texas US, according to the tender document

Our pulses production was 
badly hit last year and the 
prices were high so we had 
to import. But I don’t think 
this year we are going to 
import similar quantity, it 
will be much less
PRALHAD JOSHI  | FOOD AND 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS MINISTER

Steel imports
rise to record high
New Delhi: India’s fi nished 
steel imports rose to an 
all-time high in the fi rst 10 
months of the fi nancial year 
that started in April, according 
to provisional government 
data reviewed by Reuters 
Thursday. India, the world’s 
second-biggest crude steel 
producer, imported 8.3 million 
metric tons of fi nished steel 
during April-January, up 20.3% 
from a year earlier, the data 
showed. The country remained 
a net importer during the 
period, the data showed. It 
turned net importer of steel 
in the 2023/24 fi scal year, 
with imports rising steadily 
since then and primarily led 
by China.

IOC signs $7-9bn 
long-term LNG deal
New Delhi: Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOC), the 
nation's largest oil fi rm, has 
signed a $7-9 billion deal to 
import LNG from UAE on a 
long-term 14-year contract. 
IOC signed a long-term deal to 
receive 1.2 million tonnes per 
year of LNG from the United 
Arab Emirates beginning 2026 
for 14 years. "ADNOC Gas has 
signed a 14-year sales and 
purchase agreement with 
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd 
(IOC) for the export of up to 
1.2 million tonnes per annum 
(mtpa) of Liquefi ed Natural 
Gas (LNG) to India's largest 
integrated and diversifi ed 
energy company which will 
be supplied from Das Island 
liquefaction facility," ADNOC 
Gas said.

Paytm Money pays 
`45.5L to settle case
New Delhi: Paytm Money, 
an arm of fi ntech fi rm One97 
Communications, Thursday 
settled with markets regulator 
Sebi a case pertaining to 
alleged violation of norms 
after paying Rs 45.50 lakh 
in settlement amount. The 
case stemmed from alleged 
violations of Sebi's technical 
glitch framework outlined in 
its circular dated November 
25, 2022. The order came 
after Paytm Money fi led 
a settlement application 
in September last year, 
proposing to settle the instant 
proceedings initiated against 
it, without "admitting or 
denying the fi ndings of facts 
and conclusions of law". "...
the instant adjudication 
proceedings initiated 
against the noticee vide 
SCN dated July 24, 2024, is 
disposed of in terms of the 
settlement regulations," Sebi's 
adjudicating offi cer Asha 
Shetty said in the order.

SHORT TAKES

If you want 
a good 
salary 

hike and good 
progression 
in your salary, 
you need to be 
a specialist with the niche 
skill. That is what the market 
is asking for. Market is not 
looking for generalists who 
know a little bit of everything
ANKIT AGARWALA  | MD, PAGEGROUP

If other 
markets 
are all 

getting closed, 
then they will 
come to India 
because India 
is growing. There is only a 
basic 7.5 per cent customs 
duty which is not enough
ABHYUDAY JINDAL   | MD, JINDAL STAINLESS 

uoteu

With over 
100,000 
startups, 

100+ unicorns, 
and being the 
3rd largest eco-
system glob-
ally, India is a powerhouse 
of innovation. It's time to 
connect the dots globally
AMAN GUPTA  |  CO-FOUNDER, BOAT 

REUTERS

Yokohama, Feb 13: Nissan 
and Honda ended merger talks 
to forge a $60 billion carmak-
er Thursday, pitching Nissan 
deeper into uncertainty and un-
derlining the challenge for leg-
acy auto companies as Chinese 
rivals upend the industry.

The talks between 
Honda, Japan’s sec-
ond-largest auto-
maker, and Nissan, 
its third-largest, 
were announced 
in December but 
were soon compli-
cated by growing 
differences, includ-
ing over the balance 
of power in the tie-up. 
It was Honda's proposal that 
Nissan become a subsidiary 
that ultimately sank the deal, 
sources have said.

The two said they would con-
tinue with an earlier agreement 

to cooperate on technology 
and other areas, collaboration 
analysts say is crucial, given 
the threat posed by BYD, and 
other Chinese EV makers, 
which have gobbled up mar-
ket share with sleeker, more 
software-rich cars.

The Japanese automakers al-
so face the added threat 

of tariffs in the Unit-
ed States on cars 

they import in-
to the US from 
Mexico, an im-
portant manu-
facturing hub.

Nissan is in 
many ways the 

most troubled 
of major legacy 

automakers, having 
never fully recovered 

from the years of crisis and 
management turmoil sparked 
by the 2018 arrest and ouster 
of former chairman Carlos 
Ghosn.

“Honda is pretty confi dent 
and has a lot in their favour, 
whereas Nissan is in a bad 
place. They don't have a dance 
partner right now,” said Chris-
topher Richter, Japan autos an-
alyst at brokerage CLSA. "They 
probably need to think about 
doing something different."

The merger would have cre-
ated the world's fourth-biggest 
auto group by vehicle sales 
after Toyota, Volkswagen and 
Hyundai.

Mitsubishi, a junior partner 
in the alliance Nissan has with 
Renault, had been part of the 
merger discussions although 
sources had said it was unlikely 
to participate. It also bowed out 
of the talks Thursday.

RESTRUCTURING
Nissan, which also Thursday 

cut its full-year forecast for the 
third time and reported anoth-
er big drop in quarterly earn-
ings, said it would accelerate 

the turnaround programme it 
fi rst unveiled last year.

It now aims to close a plant 
in Thailand by June, it said and 
two more plants, which it did 
not name, after that. It has pre-
viously said it would cut 9,000 
jobs and reduce global capacity 
by 20%.

Foxconn Chairman Young 

Liu said Wednesday that his 
company would consider tak-
ing a stake in Nissan but that 
its main aim was cooperation.

Nissan shares soared more 
than 60% and Honda's jumped 
around 26% in late December 
after the merger talks were 
first reported December 17. 
Those gains have since been 
pared to 21% for Nissan and 
11% for Honda.

Nissan's market capitalisa-
tion is now nearly fi ve times 
smaller than that of Honda, 
which is about 7.5 trillion yen 
($48.6 billion). A decade ago, the 
pair were both worth around 
4.6 trillion yen.

Sources said in December 
that Nissan would need to fur-
ther reduce its capacity in Chi-
na, where it operates eight fac-
tories through its joint venture 
with Dongfeng Motor. It has al-
ready suspended production at 
its Changzhou plant as part of 
efforts to optimise operations.

Nissan, Honda ditch $60bn merger talks, face new dilemma
The intent was to join 
forces to win in the 
global competition, but 

this was not going to realise 
Nissan's potential, so I could 
not accept it
MAKOTO UCHIDA | CHIEF EXECUTIVE, NISSAN 

I am really disappointed. 
I felt the potential was 
great, but I also knew 

actions that would bring pain 
were necessary to realise 
that
TOSHIHIRO MIBE | CHIEF EXECUTIVE, HONDA

A 
MERGER 

WOULD HAVE CREATED 
THE WORLD’S NO 4 

AUTO GROUP

HONDA HAD WANTED TO MAKE 
NISSAN A SUBSIDIARY, 

SOURCES SAY

FOXCONN SAYS IT IS OPEN 
TO TAKING A STAKE 

IN NISSAN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Feb 13: Benchmark 
indices Sensex and Nifty pared 
early gains to close lower for 
the seventh straight day Thurs-
day, dragged by fag-end selling 
in select IT and banking shares 
and foreign fund outfl ows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
dipped 32.11 points or 0.04 per 
cent to settle at 76,138.97. The 
index stayed in the positive 
zone for the most part of the 
session. The benchmark gy-
rated 751.1 points between the 
day’s high of 76,764.53 and low 
of 76,013.43.

The NSE Nifty slipped 
13.85 points or 0.06 per cent to 
23,031.40.

From the 30-share blue-chip 
pack, Adani Ports, Infosys, Ta-
ta Consultancy Services, State 
Bank of India, Nestle and Titan 
were among the laggards.

Sun Pharma, Tata Steel, Ba-
jaj Finserv, Bajaj Finance, Ko-
tak Mahindra Bank and Zomato 
were the biggest gainers.

Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) offloaded equi-
ties worth Rs 4,969.30 crore 
Wednesday, according to ex-
change data.

"Despite initial market opti-
mism driven by easing domes-
tic infl ation data, the rally lost 
momentum amid uncertain 
global cues and subdued cor-
porate earnings. Furthermore, 
a surge in Chinese technology 
stocks, fuelled by heightened in-
terest in artifi cial intelligence, 
redirected FIIs in pursuit of 

more attractive returns.
"Market participants 

are now closely mon-
itoring the outcome 
of the Trump-Modi 
discussions for any 
trade and tariff con-
cessions for a poten-
tial pullback rally," 
Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research, Geojit Finan-
cial Services, said.

Continuing the downward 
trend, retail infl ation fell to a 
fi ve-month low of 4.31 per cent 
in January, mainly due to a 
decline in the prices of vegeta-
bles, eggs, and pulses.

The BSE smallcap gauge de-
clined 0.43 per cent while mid-
cap index went up marginally 

by 0.07 per cent.
Among BSE sectoral indices, 

BSE Focused IT tanked 0.98 per 
cent, IT dropped 0.93 per cent, 
FMCG (0.66 per cent), teck (0.64 
per cent), consumer durables 
(0.44 per cent) and oil & gas (0.34 
per cent).

 BSE Healthcare, metal, fi -
nancial services, commodi-

ties, telecommunication, 
power and realty were 

the gainers.
 As many as 2,089 

stocks declined 
while 1,858 ad-
vanced and 127 re-

mained unchanged 
on the BSE.
In Asian markets, 

Seoul and Tokyo settled in the 
positive territory while Shang-
hai and Hong Kong ended low-
er. European markets were 
trading on a mixed note. US 
markets ended mostly lower 
Wednesday.

Global oil benchmark Brent 
crude declined 0.94 per cent to 
$74.47 a barrel.

FAG-END SELLING

Market rout deepens
Sensex, Nifty pare early 
gains to close lower for 

7th straight session

As FIIs continued to 
maintain their sell stand, 
the market is beginning 

to get more volatile with 
investors booking profi t in 
select frontliners
PRASHANTH TAPSE | 
SENIOR VP (RESEARCH), MEHTA EQUITIES

MARKETS 
HAVE BEEN IN A 

CORRECTIVE PHASE 
FOR QUITE SOME 

TIME NOW WITH THE 
HEADLINE INDEX NIFTY 

FALLING 12% FROM 
THE PEAK
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New Delhi, Feb 13: Gold pric-
es rose Rs 140 to Rs 88,100 per 
10 grams in the national capital 
Thursday amid strong trends in 
the international markets, ac-
cording to the All India Sarafa 
Association.

The precious metal of 99.9 
per cent purity had closed at Rs 
87,960 per 10 grams Wednesday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity 
went up Rs 140 to Rs 87,700 per 
10 grams from the previous 
close of Rs 87,560 per 10 grams.

“Gold recovered from a re-
cent swing bottom and traded 
higher on Thursday, as haven 
demand remains intact in re-
sponse to multiple disruptive 
tariff announcements by Pres-
ident Trump that are scheduled 
to be implemented shortly,” 
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Ana-
lyst - Commodities at HDFC 
Securities, said.

Silver prices also jumped Rs 
800 to Rs 98,000 per kg Thurs-
day. The white metal had set-
tled at Rs 97,200 per kg in the 
previous trading session.

In futures trade on the MCX, 
gold contracts for April deliv-
ery climbed Rs 364 to trade at 
Rs 85,845 per 10 grams.

"Gold prices gained once 
again despite the US CPI (Con-
sumer Price Index) data not 
rising signifi cantly and the 
US Federal Reserve indicating 
no urgency in cutting rates," 
Jateen Trivedi, VP Research 
Analyst - Commodity and Cur-
rency at LKP Securities, said.

The safe-haven appeal of 
gold continues to support its 
strength, keeping the broader 
bullish sentiment intact, Trive-
di added.

Silver futures increased 
Rs 191 to Rs 95,693 per kg 
on the Multi Commodity 
Exchange (MCX). 
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New Delhi, Feb 13: Passenger 
vehicle dispatches from compa-
nies to dealerships witnessed 
an increase of 1.6 pc year-on-
year in January at 3,99,386 
units driven by robust demand 
for utility vehicles, industry 
body SIAM said Thursday.

It was the highest-ever pas-
senger vehicle dispatch for the 
month of January.

Total passenger vehicle 
wholesales stood at 3,93,074 
units in January last year.

Utility vehicle dispatches 
from companies to their re-
spective dealers rose 6 per cent 
to 2,12,995 units last month as 
against 2,00,917 units in Janu-
ary 2024.

Passenger car wholesales 
remained fl at at 1,27,065 units 
last month as compared with 
1,26,505 units in the year-ago 
period, the Society of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers 
(SIAM) said in a statement.

Van dispatches last month 
declined 6.4 per cent to 11,250 

units from 12,019 units in Jan-
uary 2024.

"Passenger Vehicles posted 
its highest-ever sales of Janu-
ary in 2025 of 3.99 lakh units, 
with a growth of 1.6 per cent 
as compared to January 2024," 
SIAM Director General Rajesh 
Menon stated.

The country's largest car-
maker Maruti Suzuki India 

sold 1,73,599 units last month, 
an increase of 4 per cent as 
compared with 1,66,802 units 
in January last year.

Hyundai Motor India dis-
patched 54,003 units to dealer-
ships, a decline of 5 per cent as 
against 57,115 units in January 
last year.

Mahindra & Mahindra saw 
its wholesale rise to 50,659 units 
in January from 43,068 units in 
the year-ago period.

Total two-wheeler dispatches 
increased by 2.1 per cent year-
on-year at 15,26,218 units last 
month as against 14,95,183 units 
in January 2024, SIAM said.

Scooter dispatches increased 
12.4 per cent year-on-year to 
5,48,201 units last month.

Motorcycle sales however de-
clined 3.1 per cent year-on-year 
to 9,36,145 units in January.

Moped sales declined margin-
ally year-on-year to 41,872 units 
last month.

Total three-wheeler dispatch-
es rose by 7.7 per cent year-on-
year to 58,167 units, from 53,991 
units in January last year.

GOLD RECLAIMS 
`88,000-MARK

Investors remain worried 
that US President's trade 
tariffs might trigger a 

global trade war, which con-
tinues to act as a tailwind for 
safe-haven metals like gold
SAUMIL GANDHI | SENIOR ANALYST (COMMODI-
TIES), HDFC SECURITIES

Utility vehicle demand aids 
highest-ever Jan PV despatch

The recent Union Bud-
get announcements 
prioritising long-term 

economic growth, partic-
ularly the personal income 
tax changes and reduction in 
interest rates by the RBI will 
help to drive demand in the 
auto industry 
RAJESH MENON | DIRECTOR GENERAL, SIAM

SECOND BIGGEST GLOBALLY

Chevron to set up $1 billion 
engineering centre in India
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New Delhi, Feb 13: Energy 
giant Chevron is setting up a 
$1-billion engineering and in-
novation centre in India, its 
second biggest in the world, as 
it looks to tap the country’s en-
gineering and technology talent 
to support its global operations 
and projects, its 
India head Akshay 
Sahni said.

The Chevron En-
gineering and Inno-
vation Excellence 
Center (ENGINE) 
in Bangalore is not 
a back office but a 
centre that will do 
works ranging from 
understanding geol-
ogy for oil and gas production 
and carbon storage to devel-
oping digital twins for oil re-
fineries and advanced process 
monitoring to improve sup-
ply reliability, he said on the 
sidelines of the India Energy 
Week here.

It will be the company’s larg-

est centre outside of the US.
"ENGINE is a state-of-the-

art technology hub 
to support Chevron's 
global projects and 
operations. This is 
where we plan to 
build a diverse and 
inclusive workforce 
that will deliver 
technology solutions 
to support affordable, 
reliable and ever 
cleaner energy for a 

growing world," he said.
Chevron ENGINE aims to 

hire 600 employees by the end 
of 2025, with further expansion 
planned, building a diverse 
and inclusive workforce that 
will address today's energy de-
mands while contributing to a 
lower-carbon future, he said.

This is where we plan 
to do high-end engi-
neering work, with 

support from, obviously, AI 
and data science staff
AKSHAY SAHNI | INDIA HEAD, CHEVRON
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New Delhi, Feb 13: Adani 
Green Energy, the renewable 
arm of billionaire Gautam 
Adani's conglomerate, has 
withdrawn from two proposed 
wind power projects in Sri Lan-
ka, following the Island nation's 
new government deciding to re-
negotiate tariffs.

"Adani Green Energy has 
conveyed its Board's decision 
to respectfully withdraw from 
further engagement in the re-
newable energy (RE) wind en-
ergy project and two transmis-
sion projects in Sri Lanka," the 
fi rm said in a statement.

The company was to invest a 
total of $1 billion in generating 
electricity from wind at two 
projects and laying transmit-
ting lines to take it to users.

The plan came under the 
scrutiny of the newly elected 
administration under President 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake 
who wanted to reduce electric-
ity costs.

"However, we remain com-
mitted to Sri Lanka and are 
open to future collaboration if 
the government of Sri Lanka so 
desires" AGEL said.

Adani group, however, con-
tinues to be invested in a $700 
million terminal project at Sri 
Lanka’s largest port in Colombo.

Adani pulls out of 
SL power projects

ROBUST OUTLOOK

Value MFs attract 
`1,556cr infl ow
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New Delhi, Feb 13: Investor 
confi dence in value mutual 
funds remains robust, with the 
category witnessing an infl ow 
of Rs 1,556 crore in January, in-
dicating a shift in their focus 
towards fundamentally strong 
yet undervalued stocks.

This represents a slight in-
crease from the Rs 1,514 crore 
infl ow registered in December, 
according to data from indus-
try body Association of Mutual 
Funds in India (Amfi ).

However, despite the infl ow, 
assets under management 
(AUM) in this category declined 
from Rs 1.88 lakh crore in De-
cember to Rs 1.83 lakh crore in 
January.

This decline in AUM high-
lights some challenges, but the 
outlook for value funds in 2025 
remains optimistic.

Santosh Joseph, Co-founder 
and CEO of Germinate Investor 
Services, said the future of val-
ue funds will largely depend on 
sectoral trends and macroeco-
nomic conditions.

"The key sectors that drove 
the value fund rally in 2023 and 
2024, including metals, real es-
tate, construction, capital goods, 
PSUs, and manufacturing, are 
expected to maintain their 
strength. This will be bolstered 
by continued government infra-
structure spending and indus-
trial expansion," Joseph said.

As long as these sectors con-
tinue to show resilience and 
growth potential, value invest-
ing is likely to remain an attrac-
tive strategy in 2025, he added.
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New Delhi, Feb 13: India's 
lone male boxer to win a world 
championship silver medal, 
Amit Panghal, has become the 
latest from the country to turn 
professional.

One of India's most ac-
complished male boxers, the 
29-year-old has signed with 
US-based talent management 
company Critical Sports and 
Entertainment.

"Critical Sports and Enter-
tainment is proud to announce 
the signing of world-renowned 
Olympian boxer Amit Pan-
ghal," the agency wrote in an 
Instagram post.

"As he shifts once again to 
the professional ranks, Amit 

brings a wealth of experience, 
skill, and a champion's mental-
ity. We alongside co-manager 
Connor Burke are honored to 
welcome him to the Criti-
cal Sports and Entertain-
ment family and look 
forward to guiding him 
on this exciting next 
chapter of his career."

The Haryana boxer, 
who competes in the 
51kg category in the ama-
teur circuit, is 
yet to be al-
located his 
maiden 
profes-
sion-
al 

fi ght. The development comes 
just a month after world cham-
pionship bronze-medallist Nis-
hant Dev also made the switch 

to professional boxing.
A former world num-

ber one, Panghal has 
won medals in all major 
international competi-
tions except the Olym-
pics.

Panghal once domi-
nated the sport with gold 

medals at the 
Asian Games 
and Asian 
Champi-
onships, 
along 

with a 

historic silver at the 2019 World 
Championships.

However, his international 
appearances have been limited 
in the past four years. After an 
early exit from the Tokyo Olym-
pics, Panghal lost his place in 
the Indian team.

He later won a gold medal at 
the 2022 Commonwealth Games 
before qualifying for the Paris 
Olympics, where he was elim-
inated in the pre-quarterfi nals 
by Zambia's Patrick Chinyem-
ba. With this move, Panghal 
follows in the footsteps of 2008 
Olympic bronze-medallist Vi-
jender Singh, Vikas Krishan, 
Mandeep Jangra, and Neeraj 
Goyat, who also moved to pro-
fessional boxing after a good 
run in the amateur circuit.
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Bangalore, Feb 13: It aligns 
with head coach Gautam Gam-
bhir's high-risk-high-reward 
approach but can India's Cham-
pions Trophy squad, having 
lost its game-changing pace 
talisman Jasprit Bumrah to 
injury, deliver the goods at the 
ODI showpiece?

The answer to that question 
is not particularly straightfor-
ward given the audacious calls 
taken to decide the fi nal 15.

The selection risks start with 
the drafting in of fi ve spinners. 
The Dubai-bound fl ight will 
feature Ravindra Jadeja, Ax-
ar Patel, Washington Sundar, 
Kuldeep Yadav and Varun 
Chakravarthy in a spin-heavy 
bowling attack.

Harshit Rana has replaced 
Bumrah with the more expe-
rienced Mohammed Siraj rele-
gated to the group of non-trav-
elling reserves alongside young 
batter Yashasvi Jaiswal and 
all-rounder Shivam Dube.

India's matches will be held 
in Dubai, a venue where pacers 
have found more success tradi-
tionally in the 50-over format.

Available data shows that 
the Dubai International Cricket 
Stadium, where India will play 
all their matches, has hosted 
58 ODIs since 2009, and pacers 
have taken 466 wickets here at 
an average of 28.6 and economy 
of 4.8.

The spinners have combined 
to take 334 wickets till now at 
the DICS, and their average 
goes up to 30 but with a slightly 
better economy of 4.2

Spinners' role in Dubai
From outside, having fi ve 

spinners looks like an over-es-
timation of the conditions. But 
the management took a chance 
with Chakravarthy because of 
his excellent recent form.

Chakravarthy has been trust-
ed to deliver in a multi-nation 
tournament, after his failure to 
do so in the T20 World Cup 2021 
at the same venue.

What might have tilted the 

scales in his favour is the fact 
that none of India's league stage 
opposition in the Champions 
Trophy -- Bangladesh, Pakistan 
and New Zealand -- have played 
him before.

The way he managed to 
trouble England in the ongo-
ing home series on account of 
being an unknown entity for 
the visitors also worked to his 
advantage.

But on the fl ip side, it leaves 
Kuldeep Yadav in peril. With 
Jadeja and Axar being the 

fi rst-choice spinners consider-
ing their batting prowess, the 
fi ght for the third spinner's slot 
will be between Kuldeep and 
Chakravarthy.

If India follows the tem-
plate of the recent second ODI 
against England at Cuttack, 
Chakravarthy can pip the left-
arm wrist spinner, at least in 
the initial stages of the Cham-
pions Trophy.

Why Siraj was overlooked
Another selection paradox 

is placing Rana ahead of Siraj 

as Bumrah's replacement for 
a tournament in which teams 
will have to do the tight-rope 
walk of three matches in the 
league phase.

Conventional thinking says 
that experience more than ex-
plosiveness matters in such 
events, but the wise men went 
ahead with Rana.

According to skipper Rohit 
Sharma, ineffectiveness with 
the old ball led to Siraj's omis-
sion from the marquee event.

On that count, Rana has al-
ready given them two examples 
of his ability to strike when the 
white ball loses its lacquer.

In his T20I debut, Rana was 
the sixth bowler, a much-de-
bated concussion substitute 
for Shivam Dube, and walked 
away with game-changing fi g-
ures of 3 for 33.

In ODIs, Rana went for a few 
runs, but showed the gumption 
to bowl across three spells in 
three various passages of the 
match. The risk that the man-
agement has taken is to trust 
Rana to grow in his role quickly 
and deliver in a high-pressure 
tournament as and when he is 
called for. Why was Jaiswal 
dropped

A common line of thinking 
can be that the selectors want-
ed a bowler with some mystery 
element about him in the squad 
once Bumrah was ruled out 
with a lower back injury.

So, they picked an in-form 
Chakravarthy. Fair call. But 
why select him in place of 
Jaiswal, an opener?

Should they have replaced 
a spinner for him? Perhaps 
Washington Sundar could have 
been the one to be omitted to 
accommodate Chakravarthy.

However, in one shot, the 
selectors have also avoided 
the opening conundrum that 
haunted them in the fi rst ODI 
against England at Nagpur.

It was tough to accommodate 
Jaiswal and Shreyas Iyer in the 
same eleven but an injury to 
Virat Kohli gave them a tem-
porary relief.

Once Kohli came back, 
Jaiswal missed out in the sec-
ond match, and the big wigs did 
not want an encore in Dubai.

CT SQUAD SELECTION

High-risk-high-reward stance

No families with Team India 
New Delhi: Families will not be accompanying the Indian cricket players 
heading to Dubai February 15 for the ICC Champions Trophy as the 
BCCI's new travel policy comes into effect for the fi rst time with this 
tournament. Given that the the duration of the tour is just over three 
weeks even if the fi nal March 9 is taken into consideration, the BCCI 
will not allow families to accompany the players. As per the new policy, 
families can be with players for a maximum of two weeks during a tour 
which is of 45 days or more. The BCCI policy document states: "Players 
absent from India for more than 45 days during overseas tours can be 
joined by their partners and children (under 18) for one visit per series 
(format wise) of up to a two-week period.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: India's 
women's hockey captain Salima 
Tete is confi dent that her team 
will give an improved perfor-
mance when the Bhubaneswar 
leg of FIH Pro League com-
mences Saturday and will not 
be pulled back by its disastrous 
showing in the previous season.

India will open their cam-
paign against England at the 
Kalinga Hockey Stadium, hop-
ing to erase the memories of 
an eighth-place fi nish last sea-
son, where they ended up only 
ahead of the United States.

The other teams in fray here 
are Germany, Spain and world 
No 1 Netherlands.

India scored only 16 goals 
last season in comparison to 
champions Netherlands, who 
smashed a mind-boggling 63 
goals.

The country is currently 
ranked ninth in the world, 
while powerhouse Germany 
are fourth, England seventh 
and Spain eighth.

India will begin their cam-
paign in the Pro League with 
two matches against England 
February 15 and 16, followed by 
clashes against Spain February 
18 and 19.

The side will also face chal-
lenging opponents in Germany 
and world No 1 Netherlands 
February 21, 22 and February 
24, 25 respectively.

"We can't wait to play at the 

Kalinga Stadium again and win 
as many points as we can. We 
are facing challenging oppo-
nents but I am confi dent that 
the girls are ready to take on 
the challenge and do their best 
on the fi eld," Tete said.

Head coach Harendra Singh 
said he was optimistic about 
the team performing on an 
even keel against their high-
er-ranked opponents.

India clinched their third 
Asian Champions Trophy title 
beating China at home in No-
vember last year, giving them 
the boost they needed after 
missing out on a Paris Olym-
pics berth.

With a blend of experienced 
players like Savita, Sushila 
Chanu, Nikki Pradhan, Van-
dana Katariya, Udita, Lal-
remsiami and Sharmila Devi 
alongside star youngsters like 
Deepika, Sunelita Toppo and 
Jyoti in the ranks, India have 
a well-balanced squad.

We are well-trained 
this time: Salima Tete
India will open their campaign against England at the 

Kalinga Hockey Stadium, hoping to erase the memories 
of an eighth-place fi nish last season, where they ended 

up only ahead of the United States

The girls have 
worked extremely 
hard in the camp and 
I am confi dent that 
we have a squad, 

good enough to play on-par 
with all our opponents. With 
the support of the home 
crowd, we have crucial 
matches coming up and we 
need to focus on winning 
maximum points
HARENDRA SINGH | HEAD COACH, INDIA

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SILVER-MEDALLIST

Pugilist Panghal turns professional
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Bhubaneswar, Feb 13: A top-
six fi nish and a play-offs berth at 
stake, Odisha FC would be wary 
of facing Hyderabad FC in their 
home Indian Super League (ISL) 
match here Thursday.

With 26 points from 20 match-
es, courtesy six victories, six 
losses and eight draws, Odisha 
FC are currently at seventh 
place and they would aim to 
notch as many wins as possible 
with just three matches left af-

ter Friday's game to make it to 
the top-6 which will allow them 
feature in the play-offs.

The Juggernauts will 
threaten Hyderabad FC with 
their attacking prowess, hav-
ing netted 38 goals in their 20 
matches, with Diego Mauricio 
leading the pack, courtesy of 
nine strikes to his name. Jerry 
Mawihmingthanga and Mour-
tada Fall have scored fi ve and 
four goals respectively.

Overall, the two sides have 
squared off against each oth-
er 11 times in the ISL, with 
Odisha FC and Hyderabad FC 
winning six and four matches 
respectively. One match has 
produced a draw.

Odisha FC head coach Sergio 
Lobera has asked his team to 
bring about all their focus into 
the coming fi xture against Hy-
derabad FC.

“It will be a mistake to think 
where we would end up in one 
month's time. The focus should 
be on the game against Hyder-
abad FC, who have shown their 
potential against strong teams,” 
he said.

Ace gymnast Rakesh Patra delivers a spectacular performance in the 
Parallel Bars event and clinches the gold medal

Khwairakpam Dhanamanjuri Devi 
secures the bronze medal in the 
K1W- 500m event

Gymnast Tapeswarnath Das claims silver medal in the 
vault event

Kayaking team including Oinam Bidya Devi, Oinam Bini-
ta Chanu, Shruti Chougule and Dhanamanjuri Devi deliv-
er a spectacular performance to clinch the gold medal in 
the K4W- 500m event  PIC:X

INDIAN SUPER LEAGUE

OFC eye playoffs spot
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Qingdao, Feb 13: Indian shut-
tlers went down to South Ko-
rea 2-3 in a Group D tie of the 
Badminton Asia Mixed Team 
Championship, but they had 
already made it to the quarter-
fi nal after fi nishing second in 
the pool here Thursday.

India, who had made a siz-
zling start on Wednesday de-
feating Macau 5-0, fought till 
the very end before the men's 
doubles pair of M.R. Arjun and 

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy lost 
the deciding rubber in straight 
games to Jin Yong and NA Sung 
Seung. The mixed doubles pair 
of Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha 
Crasto started the proceedings 
by winning opening game 21-11, 
but lost the next two 12-21, 15-21 
to go down in 56 minutes.

India's top-seeded women's 
player here Malvika Bansod 
found world No. 19 Sim Yu Jin 
a very tough opponent to han-

dle, as the youngster, runner-up 
in the 2022 edition of the Syed 
Modi International, went down 
without a fi ght 9-21, 10-21 in just 
27 minutes.

Chennai shuttler Sathish 
Karunakaran, however, pulled 
one back following a hard-
fought win over Cho Geonyeop 
17-21, 21-18, 21-19 in one hour 12 
minutes, before the women's 
doubles pair of Treesa Jolly 
and Gayatri Gopichand, ranked 
ninth in the world, brought In-
dia on an even keel following a 
19-21, 21-16, 21-11 win over Kim 
Min Ji and Kim Yu Jung.

The deciding fi fth game, saw 
the men's doubles pair of M.R. Ar-
jun and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
fi ght tooth and nail before losing 
to Sung Seung and Jin Yong 14-
21, 15-23 in 53 minutes.

INDIA GO DOWN TO KOREA
Despite losing, India 
fi nishes second in the 
group, enough to help 

the team qualify for the 
quarters
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Bangalore, Feb 13: IPL fran-
chise Royal Challengers Benga-
luru on Thursday named Rajat 
Patidar as its captain for the up-
coming season starting March 
21, replacing South African Faf 
du Plessis who was released 
from the squad last year.

Patidar was among RCB's re-
tained players before the mega 
auction in November, 2024 and 
has the experience of leading 
Madhya Pradesh in the Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy (T20) and 
the Vijay Hazare Trophy (ODI).

The 31-year-old, who signed 
up with the franchise in 2022, 
guided Madhya Pradesh to the 
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy fi nal 
where his side lost to Mumbai by 
fi ve wickets last year. "Rajat has 
the simplicity, (he) cares about 
the people around him, we have 
closely seen how he has led Mad-
hya Pradesh, we really liked it," 
RCB chief coach Andy Flower 
said at the franchise event to 
announce Patidar's elevation.

The right-hander was also the 
second highest run-getter in the 
premier domestic T20 tourna-
ment, behind Ajinkya Rahane, 
scoring 428 from 10 matches.

RCB names Patidar as 
captain for IPL 2025Gukesh fi ghts back 

Hamburg: World champion D 
Gukesh fought back from a 
hopeless position to eke out a 
draw against Alireza Firouzja of 
France in the fi rst game of the fi nal 
round of the fi rst Freestyle Chess 
Grand Slam Tour here. Fighting for 
the seventh spot in the last-eight 
qualifi ers, Gukesh tried his way 
out to score his fi rst victory which 
still eluded him and the Indian was 
defending for the major part and 
survived some real scary moments 
before getting a much desired 
draw in another long drawn 
endgame. 

3 Pak players fi ned 
Karachi: International Cricket 
Council (ICC) has slapped 
Pakistan's Shaheen Afridi, Saud 
Shakeel and Kamran Ghulam with 
fines and a demerit point each for 
their belligerent behaviour during 
the tri-series match against 
South Africa here. Shaheen was 
fined 25 per cent of his match 
fee for breaching Article 2.12 
of the Code, which pertains to 
"inappropriate physical contact 
with a Player, Player Support 
Personnel, Umpire, Match 
Referee or any other person 
(including a spectator) during an 
International Match."  
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