Extravagant gesture

Jacqueline Fernandez gets a
Gulfstream Jet with her initials,
JF, customised on exterior and
interior as Valentine’s Day gift
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Gold zooms

past record
“89k-mark

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: Gold pric-
es Friday soared by ~1,300 to hit
an all-time high of ~89,400 per 10
grams amid heavy buying from
jewellers and retailers, accord-
ing to the All India Sarafa As-
sociation.

The precious metal of 99.9 per
cent purity had closed at ~88,100
per 10 grams Thursday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity
climbed by ~1,300 to hit a fresh
peak of “89,000 per 10 grams
against the previous close of
~87,700 per 10 grams.

Silver also rallied by 2,000
to hit a four-month high of “1

-lakh per kg Friday. The met-
al had finished at ~98,000 per
kg Thursday. In futures trade
on the MCX, gold contracts
for April delivery rose 184 to
~85,993 per 10 grams.

“Gold prices continued their
upward momentum, driven by
a weaker dollar index and sus-
tained support from US tariff
policies. Gold rose on MCX,
while Comex gold gained to
trade at USD 2,935 per ounce,”
Jateen Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst - Commodity and Cur-

-rency at LKP Securities.

The focus now shifts to up-
coming US Retail Sales and
Core Retail Sales data, which
could influence the next move
in gold, Trivedi added. Silver
futures zoomed by ~2,517 or 2.64
per cent to 97,750 per kg on the
Multi Commodity Exchange
(MCX).

Globally, Comex gold futures
for April delivery rose USD 6.49
per ounce to USD 2,951.89 per
ounce. Meanwhile, spot gold
traded higher at USD 2,929.79
per ounce.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

We know this is a very important
meeting, sir. She'll translate for you
and he'll translate for Musk’s kids

Scent of the mummy: Ancient Egyptlan

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, Feb 14: At first whiff,
it sounds repulsive: sniff the es-
sence of an ancient corpse.

But researchers who in-
dulged their curiosity in the
name of science found that
well-preserved Egyptian mum-
mies actually smell pretty good.

“In films and books, terrible
things happen to those who
smell mummified bodies,”
said Cecilia Bembibre, direc-
tor of research at University
College London’s Institute for
Sustainable Heritage. “We were
surprised at the pleasantness of
them.”

“Woody,” “spicy” and
“sweet” were the leading de-
scriptions from what sounded
more like a wine tasting than

Hours before his meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at the White House, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump signed an
executive order on reciprocal
tariffs which are likely to affect
India more than any other US
trading partner. And, after the
talks with Modi, Trump said
that India would increase its
purchases of oil, gas, and mil-
itary equipment from the US
to help reduce the trade deficit,
while also emphasising that
Washington would not exempt
New Delhi from reciprocal tar-
iffs. Trump was clear about his
stance during a 44-minute joint
news conference with Modi,
when he said, “Whatever India
charges, we will charge them.
We are being reciprocal with In-
dia.” The announcement of these
reciprocal tariffs during Modi’s
visit means that India will now
need to navigate the challenge of
protecting its domestic businesses
while ensuring continued access
to the US market. However, this
balancing act may come with a
huge economic cost for India as
it struggles with a slowing econ-
omy. For now, India is hoping
that committing to purchase ad-
ditional American oil and gas,
along with defence items such
as F-35 stealth jets, will mitigate
the negative impacts of Trump’s
tariff war. However, this may
not translate into reality as long
as Trump pursues his ‘America
First’ policy with regard to trade
as well as diplomacy. On the na-
tional security front, India failed
to negotiate with the Trump ad-
ministration the extradition of
Khalistani extremist Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun, who holds dual
US-Canadian citizenship. Howev-
er, the US has agreed to extradite
Canadian citizen Tahawwur Ra-
na, one of the key accused in the
2008 Mumbai terror attacks

"

@ HERE. NOW

1SSa

India-B’desh talks

Border forces of India & Bangladesh
to hold talks next week with issues
such as border fencing, attacks on
BSF personnel and civilians
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Wealth erosion

Investors’ wealth erodes by

of market crash as Sensex
tumbles over 3 per cent
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Talks amid tariffs

~25.31 lakh crore in eight days

BUSINESS | P11

BOOSTING TIES: In this image released by the PMO Friday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Donald Trump gesture during their meeting

at the White House in Washington DC

PNN & AGENCIES

Washington, Feb 13: India
and the US agreed Thursday
to start talks to clinch an ear-
ly trade deal and resolve their
standoff over tariffs as New Del-
hi promised to buy more US oil,
gas and military equipment and
fight illegal immigration.

The series of agreements
emerged after talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di and US President Donald
Trump at the White House,
just hours after Trump railed
against the climate for US busi-
nesses in India and unveiled a
roadmap for reciprocal tariffs
on countries that put duties on

Ruckus over farmer distress

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Opposi-
tion Biju Janata Dal (BJD) and
Congress legislators created a
ruckus in the Odisha Assembly
Friday over law and order sit-
uation in the state and alleged
mismanagement in paddy pro-
curement leading to farmers' dis-
tress, prompting the Speaker to
adjourn the House several times.

The Opposition members
trooped to the well of the House
even before Speaker Surama
Padhy took her seat and raised
slogans against the BJP govern-
ment in the state. They demand-
ed discussions on the law and
order situation and alleged mis-
management in procuring paddy,
and urged the Speaker to suspend
all other businesses of the House.

a mummy sniffing exercise.
Floral notes were also detect-
ed, which could be from pine
and juniper resins used in em-
balming.

The study published Thurs-
day in the Journal of the Ameri-
can Chemical Society used both
chemical analysis and a panel
of human sniffers to evaluate
the odors from nine mummies
as old as 5,000 years that had
been either in storage or on
display at the Egyptian Muse-
um in Cairo.

The researchers wanted to
systematically study the smell
of mummies because it has long
been a subject of fascination
for the public and researchers
alike, said Bembibre, one of the
report’s authors. Archaeolo-
gists, historians, conservators

Senior Congress MLA Tara-
prasad Bahinipati was seen at-
tempting to climb the Speaker's
podium. BJD members stressed
the alleged mismanagement in
paddy procurement, while Con-
gress raised the law and order
issue. Unable to run the House,
the Speaker adjourned the
proceedings till noon. When
the House reassembled, a sim-
ilar scene was seen forcing the
Speaker to further adjourn
the proceedings till 4 pm. The
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and even fiction writers have
devoted pages of their work to
the subject — for good reason.

Scent was an important
consideration in the mummi-
fication process that used oils,

Question Hour and Zero Hour
proceedings could not be held
due to the din in the House.

Opposition chief whip Pra-
mila Mallik said the BJD mem-
bers staged an agitation in the
House as the Speaker rejected
the party’s notice for a discus-
sion on farmers' issues.

“At least 14 farmers have died
by suicide over crop loss due to
unseasonal rains. We have giv-
en a notice for a discussion on
the issue. However, the Speaker
refused to accept it. Farmers are
on the streets and have alleged
that they are not being paid for
about 10 kg of paddy for a quin-
tal. The authorities deduct 10 kg
of paddy for a quintal of grain
in the name of 'katni chatni' (de-
duction of paddy),” Mallik told
reporters outside the House.

waxes and balms to preserve
the body and its spirit for the af-
terlife. The practice was largely
reserved for pharaohs and no-
bility and pleasant smells were
associated with purity and dei-

US imports.

“Prime Minister Modi recent-
ly announced the reductions to
India's unfair, very strong tar-
iffs that limit us access to the
Indian market, very strongly,”
Trump said. “And really it's a
big problem I must say.”

The deal to resolve trade
concerns could be done within

PTI PHOTO

the next seven months, said In-
dia's Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri.

A joint statement after the
meeting said Washington
welcomed New Delhi’s recent
steps to lower tariffs on select
US products and increase mar-
ket access to US farm products,
while seeking to negotiate the

State to create 25 lakh
‘Lakhpati Didis’: Majhi

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Friday announced the launch of
the ‘Lakhpati Didi Sahayika Yo-
jana’ for the welfare of women
working as community support
staff at the grassroots level.

“l am introducing a new
scheme called the ‘Lakhpati Di-
di Sahayika Yojana.’ Under this
initiative, the government will
temporarily bear the remunera-
tion cost of the community sup-
port staff and will provide grants
to Gram Panchayat Level Fed-
erations,” he told the Assembly.

He said more than 62,000 com-
munity support staff will benefit
from this decision, with their

remuneration starting from
April 2024. “Our government is
committed to making women
self-reliant and building a pros-
perous Odisha. Women commu-
nity support staff play a crucial
role in this vision. To address
their challenges, we have taken
an important step by launching
this scheme,” he added.

Majhi said the government is
also implementing the ‘Lakhpa-
ti Didi Yojana’ for the economic
growth of women in SHGs. Un-
der this scheme, the goal is to
help as many women members
of SHGs as possible earn an in-
come of ~1 lakh annually. “The
state government has set a tar-
get of creating 25 lakh ‘Lakhpa-
ti Didis’ by 2027,” the CM said.

remains smell nice

ties while bad odors were signs
of corruption and decay.

Without sampling the mum-
mies themselves, which would
be invasive, researchers from
UCL and the University of Lju-
bljana in Slovenia were able to
measure whether aromas were
coming from the archaeolog-
ical item, pesticides or other
products used to conserve the
remains, or from deterioration
due to mold, bacteria or micro-
organisms.

“We were quite worried that
we might find notes or hints of
decaying bodies, which wasn’t
the case,” said Matija Strlic, a
chemistry professor at the Uni-
versity of Ljubljana. “We were
specifically worried that there
might be indications of micro-
bial degradation, but that was

not the case, which means that
the environment in this muse-
um, is actually quite good in
terms of preservation.”

Using technical instruments
to measure and quantify air
molecules emitted from sar-
cophagi to determine the state
of preservation without touch-
ing the mummies was like the
Holy Grail, Strlic said.

“It tells us potentially what
social class a mummy was
from and therefore reveals a
lot of information about the
mummified body that is rele-
vant not just to conservators,
but to curators and archaeol-
ogists as well,” he said. “We
believe that this approach is
potentially of huge interest
to other types of museum
collections.”

e Shuttlers how out

HS Prannoy fights valiantly, but India
succumbs to a 0-3 defeat against
Japan in quarterfinals of Badminton
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initial segments of a trade deal
by the fall of 2025.

Some of the leaders’ agree-
ments are aspirational: India
wants to increase by ‘billions of
dollars’ its purchases of US de-
fence equipment and may make
Washington the ‘number one
supplier’ of oil and gas, Trump
said at a joint press conference
with Modi.

And Delhi wants to double
trade with Washington by 2030,
Modi said. Long-planned coop-
eration on nuclear energy, also
discussed by the leaders, faces
ongoing legal challenges.

“We’re also paving the way to
ultimately provide India with
the F-35 stealth fighters,” said
Trump.

Although Trump had a
warm relationship with Modi
in his first term, he again said
Thursday that India’s tariffs
were ‘very high’ and promised
to match them, even after his
earlier levies on steel and alu-
minum hit metal-producing
India particularly hard.

Modi vowed to protect In-
dia's interests. “One thing that
I deeply appreciate, and I learn
from President Trump, is that
he keeps the national interest
supreme,” Modi said. “Like
him, I also keep the national
interest of India at the top of
everything else.”

The two leaders praised
each other and agreed to deep-
en security cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific, a thinly veiled
reference to competition with
China, as well as to start joint
production on technologies like
artificial intelligence.

The joint statement said the
two countries agreed to aggres-
sively address illegal immigra-
tion and human trafficking by
strengthening law enforcement
cooperation.

PM-led panel
to name new
CEC next week

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: A se-
lection committee headed
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to meet early next
week to finalise the name of
the next Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC), sources said
Friday.

The panel also comprises
the Leader of the Opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi and a
Union Cabinet minister nomi-
nated by the Prime Minister.

The panel could meet ei-
ther Sunday or Monday
ahead of the retirement of
incumbent Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv
Kumar February 18.

It will recommend a name
from among the candidates
shortlisted by a search com-
mittee. The President will then
appoint the next CEC based on
the recommendation.

After Rajiv Kumar, Gyanesh
Kumar is the senior-most elec-
tion commissioner. His tenure
is till January 26, 2029. Sukh-
bir Singh Sandhu is the other
election commissioner.

So far, the senior-most elec-
tion commissioner (EC) was
elevated as CEC following the
retirement of the incumbent.
However, after a new law on
appointments of the CEC and
ECs came into force last year,
a search committee shortlists
names of five secretary-level
officers for consideration by a
PM-led panel for appointment
to the posts.

Besides the CEC, a new EC
could also be appointed to fill
the vacancy created by Rajiv
Kumar’s retirement.
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PAMELA WANTS MORE
CHALLENGING ROLES

The Last Showgir/ star Pamela Anderson
has revealed the lasting impact she hopes
the film will have on her career going
forward. “I want challenging roles, | want
\ to transform and see what | am made of.
| feel like I have only just scratched the
surface,” quipped the 57-year-old.

KANYE WEST, BIANCA
DENY SPLIT RUMOURS

A representative for Kanye
West and Bianca Censori has
denied reports suggesting
they are heading for divorce -
insisting they are still together
and have celebrated
Valentine’s Day as a couple.
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H ARIES
Today ideas will flood your ¥
mind, but it is good that you -
will be able to carry them
out efficiently. However, Ganesha warns
you not to take brash decisions. Wise
people will help you along the way. Pay
heed to the advise of experienced people.
Hl TAURUS —
Ganesha predicts that today,
you will be successful in money
matters. There is, at best, only an outside
chance that any stimulating event or thrill-
ing escapade will occur today. In short, the
day may be boring. Fret not as the dreary
day may change into an exhilarating
evening, feels Ganesha.

Il GEMINI [.

It is better for you to swim
with the current in all of

today's dealings, suggests Ganesha. This
will help you effortlessly deal with even
the most morbid state of affairs. No need
to be a hero, today. Pleasure is the key
word for you. Your performance will be
satisfying at work, and more than satisfy-
ing back home.

[l CANCER

You will not only make
plans, but will also act on
them. So you can save money, time and
energy for creative pursuits. The quality
of your work and accomplishments will
be high. Your creativity plays a key role
in your accomplishments in career or
business.

M LEO

Today, Ganesha advises you
to keep the Bhagavad Gita's =
verses in mind, and persist

i fulfilling your duties without bothering
about the fruits of your labour. Put in
some extra effort to finish off whatever
you undertake today. Patience bears its
fruits and they are always sweet. Also,
Ganesha reminds you that anybody can
enjoy pleasure, but only few can handle
pressure. So, take your pick!

H VIRGO B‘

You better identify your
worth in the realms of £
emotions, feelings and sen-
timents. You shall warm up to and about
everything - from play to colleagues to

~ family. Simultaneously, you may realise
where your limitations are. Ganesha
predicts that the artist in you will flourish
beginning today.

H LIBRA
Ganesha says that today in K n

your office you should be

very careful in your work. It

is likely that your superiors will not be
happy about your work or your ability
today. Those of you who are business-
men should try and delay sending off
tenders today.

Il SCORPIO

It is likely that you shall learn

an important lesson in life to-

day. Remember that spite and

envy beget enemies. Ganesha advises you
to display some errors so as to make you
seem more human and approachable.

[l SAGITTARIUS

Today, find yourself driving
all your thoughts and actions
towards your family. You
will also spend some superb time with
your dearie and discuss intimate matters.
A relaxing day today as you spend time
with your friends and family, chilling out
and having a good laugh or two.

Il CAPRICORN

It's time to prove your ex-
traordinary skills as a profes-
sional, says Ganesha. You will
go out of your way, and even double your
efforts to accomplish set goals, and chanc-
es are that you might succeed. Family and
friends will be glad that could take out time
to spend some happy hours with them. You
will also let them know that they mean the
world to you, and no matter what, you will
be there whenever they need you.

Il AQUARIUS

The day begins on high note.

You work hard, put your

best foot forward and at

the end get the final output as per your
requirements. Romantic and beautiful,
the setting Sun will bring the softer side
of your personality to the fore as you will
spend the evening with your sweetheart,
predicts Ganesha.

For you, today will be all work

and no pay, says Ganesha.

you from putting in extra efforts to finish
your pending projects and to meet your
the pain nonchalantly without bemoaning
the lack of pleasure?

Iacqueline
gets jet as
V-Day gift

Mumbai: Sukesh Chandrashekhar, current-
ly incarcerated in Mandoli Jail, New Delhi,
has sent a special Valentine’s Day letter to
actress Jacqueline Fernandez, professing his

love for her.

In an extravagant gesture for V-Day,
Sukesh has gifted Fernandez a specially made
tials, JF,

Gulfstream jet with her ini-
customized on the exterior
interior.

The two-page letter,
dated February 14,
was addressed to Jac-
queline and included
a heartfelt message
along with an attach-
ment. The letter
read, “Baby
you Kknow,
how special
Valentines
Day is for us,
our relation-
ship started
on the day of
Valentines,
the day where \
we forgave and
accepted each
other the way
we are. Your
Valentine’s
Day pres-
ent is a o~
special-
ly made
Gulfst-
ream

exterior and interior.”

alleged proceeds of crime.
Baby girl, I know how
much you love travel-
ling, flying private,
hope you love my
Valentines present.
Baby on this Valen-
tines, I have only
one wish, if there

is a Re-Birth, I
wanna be born as
your heart, so
that I can keep
beating inside
you.” IANS

and

Jet, with your initials JF customized on the

He goes on to add, “The most important
thing, no one can now question you about
the Jet, because Baby I am Declaring the Jet
in my Tax Returns for this year and paying
the relevant gift taxes for the same, hereby
making it fully legal and not any

Rashmika’s
life mantra

New Delhi: Known for her impressive performances in
movies, Rashmika Mandanna, fondly called ‘Crushmi-
ka’ by her fans, has gained significant popularity for
her versatility and captivating screen presence.
However, the actress says she doesn’t follow a
strategy when it comes to picking films and adds
that she doesn’t take her life too seriously, be-
lieving that one ‘divine power’ is guiding her.

the top heroines in Indian cinema courtesy the
work she has done in blockbusters such as the
Geetha Govindam, Chamak, Pushpa franchise
and Animal to name a few.
When it comes to picking films, does she
think about the value she would add to the
project or the value it would add to her, the
actress, who has a radiant smile, told this
agency: “I think if you start thinking that
way, you know, then life just becomes
too hard.”
“Firstly, I don’t take my life too
seriously. I just feel like there’s one
divine power guiding me, right.
And I honestly just go with
the flow,” she added.
“But when I get
films where I want
to be a part of that
storytelling, no
matter what the
character is, no
matter if I'm a
mother of two
kids or a mother
of four kids or I'm
a grandmother or
anything does not
matter to me,” said
the actress, who has
a natural sparkle
and warmth in
her eyes.

It won’t be wrong to call Rashmika one of

A SN

Qualities
Adah looks

for in men

Mumbai: Actress Adah Sharma on
Valentine’s Day has talked about what
she finds most attractive qualities in a
man and revealed that she is not into
‘bad boys’.

Talking about what she looks for in
her perfect man, Adah said: “I think
the most attractive quality in a man
is if he can keep his phone away and
be present in the moment. I'm not into
bad boys , just like I'm not into food
gone bad.”

Adah added: “I like good sanskaari
guys. If he laughs at my jokes, he will
be happier in the relationship ! larger
volume of grey matter in the prefrontal
cortex of his brain is more important
for me in a guy than the size of his

muscles.”

Adah will next be seen in
Mahesh Bhatt’'s Tumko
Meri Kasam with Anupam

Kher and Ishwak Singh.
Directed by Vikram
Bhatt, the movie is set tore-
lease in theatres March 21.
She will also be
seen in the season
2 of Reeta Sany-
al. Adah will
be doing an

international
project as well
where she
plays a su-

perhero.
IANS

Years before SRK, PC, this Indlan was ‘world’s blggest star’

The 1952 write-up highlighted
Madhubala’s stature, putting her
over even Hollywood icons like
Clark Gable, Audrey Hepburn,
James Stewart, John Wayne, Natalie
Wood, and Cary Grant

¢ he biggest star in the world
Tand she’s not in Beverly
Hills’, read the headline of

the cover story of the American
magazine Theatre Arts' edition in
1952. The subject of the full-page
piece was Indian cine star Madhuba-

| PEANUTS

la. Barely 19 at the time, Madhubala
was not just the reigning queen of
Bollywood but one of the biggest box
office draws in the world. And that
piece highlighted her stature, put-
ting her over even Hollywood icons
like Clark Gable, Audrey Hepburn,
James Stewart. John Wayne, Natalie
Wood, and Cary Grant.

Art critic David Cort wrote the
piece on Madhubala for Theatre
Arts: “The story of India for the
past 10 years may be condensed as
follows: the war, the movie boom,
and Madhubala.” Born Mumtaz
Jehan Begum Dehlavi, Madhubala
began her film career at age 8 with
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Basant in 1942. She progressed to
lead roles by 14 and achieved suc-
cess with Lal Dupatta, Mahal, and
Dulari, all before she turned 16. In
1951, filmmaker and editor Aurbin-
do Mukhopadhyay reported that
Madhubala charged Rs 1.5 lakh per
film, the highest in the country. By
1952, when the Theatre Arts piece
was written, Madhubala was 19.
But she already boasted of block-
busters like Badal, Saiyan, and Ta-
rana. With Tarana, she also gained
critical acclaim and was considered
the top star in Bollywood, alongside
the three male superstars - Raj Ka-
poor, Dilip Kumar, and Dev Anand.

FUN

POSsT

In 1959, Madhubala was featured in
the Time magazine, which called her
one of the biggest stars in the world.
Madhubala gained internation-
al fame through a feature in the
American magazine Life in 1951,
followed by the Theatre Arts piece.
Her Life feature had pictures by
James Cobb Burke, one of the top
photographers in the world. This
prompted legendary filmmaker
Frank Capra to approach her and
offer her a break in Hollywood.
However, Madhubala’s father -
who also managed her - declined
as he was uncomfortable with the
intimacy in American films.

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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MURDER CASE DETECTION

Commissioner of Police S Devdatta
Singh briefs media about the arrest

of a couple in connection with the
sensational murder of an elderly couple
that took place at Beleswar village
under Madhupatna police limits in
Cuttack in 2019, at DCP office in the
Silver City, Friday
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50% Class VIl students can't do basic division

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Half of
class VIII students in the state
don't know basic arithmetic di-
vision and around 30 per cent
struggle with subtraction, Odi-
sha Assembly was informed
Friday.

In a written reply to a query,
state School and Mass Educa-
tion Minister Nityananda Gond
said, “According to the Annual
Status of Education Report (AS-
ER)-2024, 69.5 per cent of class
VIII students were able to per-
form subtraction, and 48.5 per
cent of students can do division,
against the national average of
68.5 per cent and 45.8 per cent,
respectively.”

Quoting the ASER report,
Gond said, “The number of class
VIII students who were able to
do subtraction has increased by
6 per cent during the last decade
(2014 to 2024).”

Similarly, the percentage of
such students who were able to
do division also increased by 11
per cent during the period, he
added while replying to a query

by Baliguda MLA Chakramani.

“Odisha students' perfor-
mance was better than the
national average in 2024,”

MP man held
for robbery at
City wedding

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: The
Commissionerate Police Friday
claimed to have solved the myste-
rious theft of cash and jewellery
worth Rs 1.21akh at a City wed-
ding venue February 2 with the
arrest of a 20-year-old Madhya
Pradesh (MP) native from Puri.

Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice (DCP) Pinak Mishra said a
pair of diamond bangles, one
mangal sutra, one pair of gold
earrings, two gold rings, and
a diamond bracelet have been
recovered from the possession
of Ritesh Sisodia following his
arrest. His associate is still to
be nabbed. Mishra said Siso-
dia and his associate had gate-
crashed into the wedding venue
at Suryansh Hotel, near Nalco
Square, by posing as guests.

“With their distinct skills to
impress people and with me-
ticulous planning, the accused
are experts in making smooth
entry into wedding ceremonies
before executing their plans,”
Mishra said.

The DCP said Sisodia, a na-
tive of Rajgarh district in MP,
belong to the Sansi communi-
ty. He would travel across the
country with his associates to
commit thefts at wedding cere-
monies. “They would surf pop-
ular wedding venues in various
cities before fixing their targets.
In order to succeed in their
plans, they would dress elegant-
ly. At the venues, they target the
bride’s family,” he said.

On February 2, Ritesh and
his associate struck at the
wedding ceremony of one Sa-
roj Kumar Mishra’s daugh-
ter at Suryansh Hotel. “They
moved close to Mishra’s wife
who was sitting on the wedding
stage and quietly took away
her vanity bag containing ap-
proximately 170 gm gold orna-
ments, and cash. Later, when
she found the bag missing, she
raised an alarm. An analysis of
the hotel’s CCTV footage led to
the identification of Sisodia and
his friend,” Mishra said.

Sisodia ran out of his luck
when he and his associate tar-
geted another wedding venue in
Puri the next morning. Cops in
plain clothes spotted them and
nabbed Sisodia. His associate
however, managed to make
good his escape, Mishra said.

BJD MLA see

he claimed.

The minister further said
the state government has been
distributing Odia, English, and
mathematics workbooks to
class VIII students for practice.
Besides, the government has
planned to provide necessary
study materials to the students
for their education.

Accordingly, proposals have
been made to include it under
the Annual Action Plan of Sa-
magra Shiksha Yojana and the
Budget 2025-26, he added.

ks to know

meaning of Odia Asmita

Bhubaneswar: What exact-
ly does Odia Asmita (pride)
mean? This question was raised
by Opposition BJD MLA Arun
Kumar Sahoo in the Assembly.

The BJP used Odia Asmita,
among other planks, during
electioneering last year and
emerged victorious, defeating
the BJD which was in power
in Odisha for 24 years in a row.

Sahoo, a former Higher Edu-
cation minister, asked, “What
is the meaning of Odia Asmita
as per the dictionary and how
to explain it?”

In his written reply, Culture
Minister Suryabanshi Suraj
said that according to Odia dic-
tionary, the word Asmita con-
veys concepts of self-awareness,
‘I’ ness, and an understanding
of one’s unique existence.

The minister said the defini-
tion has been obtained from the
QOdia dictionary published by
the Odisha Sahitya Akademi,
under the purview of Odia Lan-
guage, Literature, and Culture

department of the state govern-
ment. The dictionary was first
published in 2017 and re-issued
in 2020, during the BJD tenure.

However, the BJD leader was
not satisfied with the reply.

“The explanation does not ful-
ly address the question about the
term’s implications,” Sahoo said.

The BJD leader said that he
got a partial reply to the ques-
tion and will wait for the full
answer of the term.

On the BJD MLA'’s dissatis-
faction, the minister said, “I
have presented the reply on
Asmita by referring to the offi-
cial Odia dictionary which has
been prepared by a government
agency. It’s not possible for me
to further explain Asmita by
writing.”

Odia Asmita is something
that is to be felt in the Odia
art, culture, language, tra-
dition and development, he
said, adding it ‘is not a matter
to be made a political issue. It
is something much broader’.

5,318 beggars
in state: Min

Bhubaneswar: The state
government has so far
identified 5,318 beggars
across various districts
and implemented the ‘Sa-
haya’ scheme to help them
become self-employed, So-
cial Security and Empow-
erment of Persons with Dis-
abilities (SSEPD) Minister
Nityananda Gond told the
Assembly Friday.

In a written reply, the
SSEPD Minister said, “Out
of 5,318 beggars identified in
the state, Cuttack tops the
list with 1,060.”

Additionally, there are
595 beggars in Bargarh
district, followed by 545 in
Ganjam, 482 in Bolangir, 417
in Sundargarh, 350 in Puri,
237 in Kalahandi and 205 in
Angul, among others, Gond
added. “Out of the state’s 30
districts, Balasore, Boudh,
Deogarh, Jagatsinghpur
and Jajpur have been made
beggar-free,” he pointed out.

The Minister said, “The
government has been im-
plementing the ‘Sahaya’
scheme since 2017-18, under
which steps are being taken
to rehabilitate beggars.”

Under the scheme, there’s
a provision to identify the
beggars and impart train-
ing to make them self-em-
ployed, he said in his writ-
ten reply.

“The government has also
been taking steps to open re-
habilitation centres for beg-
gars,” the SSEPD Minister
added.

State govt-EESL pact for
fostering energy efficiency

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: The
state government Friday inked
a pact with Energy Efficiency
Services Limited (EESL), a
joint venture of PSUs under
Ministry of Power, to colla-
borate on exchange of ideas,
technologies, and informati-
on for the implementation of
large-scale energy efficiency
measures.

The MoU was signed bet-
ween Energy department and
EESL in presence of Deputy
Chief Minister Kanak Vardhan
Singh Deo, who also holds the
Energy portfolio, EESL CEO
Vishal Kapoor, Energy de-
partment Principal Secretary
Vishal Kumar Dev and other
senior officers.

According to Energy depart-
ment sources, this partnership
marks a commitment to fos-
tering energy efficiency and
sustainability across various
sectors, reinforcing Odisha’s
leadership in climate action
and green development.

“The collaboration will serve
as a framework for deploying
innovative and sustainable
solutions, including energy
efficiency projects in public
buildings and municipal servi-

ces, promotion of clean cooking
solutions and electric mobili-
ty, and initiatives for capacity
building, knowledge sharing,
and joint research and develop-
ment,” they said.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said Odisha is committed to
becoming a leader in energy
efficiency and sustainability.

“This MoU will help us en-
hance energy security, reduce
costs, and improve public in-
frastructure across the state.
By implementing large-scale
energy efficiency projects,
promoting clean mobility, and
adopting innovative solutions,
We are ensuring a greener, more
resilient future for our citizens.
This is a major step towards

realising Odisha’s vision for
sustainable development and
economic growth,” he said.
Dev said, “Enhancing energy
efficiency is a key priority for
Odisha as we strive for a more
sustainable and resilient fu-
ture. This MoU will enable
us to leverage advanced tech-
nologies and best practices to
optimise energy consumption
across multiple sectors.”
“This MoU is a testament to
our shared vision for sustaina-
ble development and energy
conservation. We are confident
that this partnership will acce-
lerate Odisha’s leadership in
energy efficiency and contribute
significantly to India’s Net Zero
targets,” Kapoor said.
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CROWD PULLER: Bheem, a massive 6-ft buffalo from Jodhpur in Rajasthan, weighing around 1,500kg is the star

attraction at Matsya Pranee Samavesh Odisha 2025 being held at Baramunda in Bhubaneswar, Friday
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OPCC revokes suspension,
expulsion orders on leaders

Ajay Kumar Lallu new Cong state in-charge

he All India Congress Committee (AICC) Friday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Three
days after being named as the
new president of the Odisha
Pradesh Congress Committee
(OPCC), Bhakta Charan Das
Friday revoked the suspension
and expulsion of all leaders and
appealed to those who quit the
party to return.

In a press statement, Das
said, “The party has withdrawn
all the earlier suspension and
expulsion orders on leaders. We
also appeal to the leaders who
have quit the party to return.
The Congress will welcome all
leaders who believe in the ide-
ology of the party.”

Party sources said Das is
scheduled to return to Odisha
February 18.

“As soon as the new presi-
dent arrives at the Biju Patnaik
International Airport here, he
will lead a ‘Sankalpa Padyatra'
to the abode of Lord Jagannath
in Puri,” a senior leader said,
adding that a 17-member coor-
dination committee has been
formed to organise the event.

Das has appealed to all lead-
ers and party workers to ac-
tively participate in the Pady-

appointed a new in-charge for the party’s state
unit. A notification issued by Congress General
Secretary (organisation) KC Venugopal stated that
AICC president Mallikarjun Kharge has appointed
Ajay Kumar Lallu as the new in-charge of the
Congress party in Odisha. Lallu, who replaces Ajoy

Kumar as the AICC in-charge for Odisha, had been elected twice to the
Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly in the past. He had also served as the
president of Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee.

atra and make it a success.

Das, 66, hailing from the
tribal-dominated Kalahandi
district, was appointed as the
new OPCC chief seven months
after the post remained vacant
following Congress's dismal per-
formance in the 2024 Lok Sabha
and Assembly polls in the state.

While Das belongs to Dalit
community, the party appoint-
ed Rama Chandra Kadam, a
tribal as the leader of the Con-
gress Legislature Party.

According to political an-
alysts, the grand old party
has strategically put a trib-
al and a Dalit as the party's
face in Odisha, which consti-
tutes 23 per cent and 17 per
cent of the state's population,
respectively.

The party has remained
out of power for 25 years after
Naveen Patnaik took the reins
of the state in 2000.

Now that Patnaik's BJD
has lost the polls and the BJP
emerged as the winner, Con-
gress has been pushed to third
position.

“As there is chaos in the
BJD after the regional party
lost power in the state and two
of its MPs quitting the party,
Congress could emerge as the
potential alternative to BJP
in Odisha if it strengthens its
base,” a senior leader said.

Das has appealed to all
leaders and party workers
to actively participate in the
Sankalp Padyatra and make
the event a success.

Disclosure affidavits must
for maintenance pleas: HC

AGENCIES

Cuttack, Feb 14: The Oris-
sa High Court has reaffirmed
that the filing of a disclosure
affidavit, as mandated by the
Supreme Court in Rajnesh Vs
Neha and Another, is a manda-
tory requirement for deciding
applications for maintenance
under various legal provisions.
The HC was hearing a revisi-
on petition challenging an or-
der of the family court, which
had directed the petitioner-hus-
band to pay Rs 10,000 per month
each to his wife and son under
Section 125 of the CrPC.
Justice G Satapathy, pre-
siding over the single-judge
bench, noted, "It appears that
neither of the parties has filed

the disclosure affidavit as re-
quired under Rajnesh (supra).
However, the Supreme Court in
Rajnesh (supra) has issued cle-
ar guidelines making it manda-
tory for the petitioner-applicant
to file such an affidavit when
initiating a maintenance pro-
ceeding."

Advocate A Mishra repre-
sented the petitioner-husband,
while advocate A Swain appe-
ared for the respondent.

The petitioner’s counsel ar-

gued that since neither party
had submitted the required af-
fidavit, the family court’s order
was flawed. He also contended
that the petitioner’s salary in
2017 was Rs 10,300, making it
unreasonable for the court to
order him to pay Rs 20,000 per
month from December 1, 2017.

The respondent’s counsel, ho-
wever, maintained that despite
the absence of the affidavit, the
family court had considered re-
levant materials while passing
its order.

The HC accepted the petiti-
oner’s arguments and allowed
the revision petition, reinfor-
cing that compliance with the
Rajnesh Vs Neha guidelines is
essential in maintenance pro-
ceedings.

US tariffs to significantly impact India’s export landscape

nited States President
l I Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement to imple-
ment reciprocal tariffs is poised
to significantly impact India’s
export landscape. These tariffs
are designed to mirror the du-
ties that countries impose on US
goods, potentially affecting se-
veral key Indian export sectors.
During  April-November
2024-25, the US was the second
largest trading partner of India
with USD 82.52 billion bilateral
trade in goods (USD 52.89 billi-
on worth of exports, USD 29.63
billion of imports and USD 23.26
billion trade surplus). During
2021-24, America was the lar-
gest trading partner of India.
According to Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI),
the top 100 US export products

account for 75 per cent of In-
dia’s total imports from that
country. While India’s simple
average tariff is 17 per cent,
the actual duties on key US
imports are much lower.

A Morgan Stanley report
Thursday said the direct impact
of reciprocal tariff hikes will 1i-
kely be manageable. However,
the indirect impact through un-
certainty weighing on business
confidence is more worrisome.

The report stated that pro-
duct-wise, tariff differentials
are stark, and key segments,
which could come under pres-
sure due to reciprocal tariff
hikes, are electrical, industrial
machinery, gems and jewellery,
pharmaceuticals, fuels, textiles,
iron and steel, automobiles, and
chemicals.

Key Indian exports likely to be
affected

According to a NDTV re-
port, the US has expressed
concerns over India’s high

tariffs on American motor-
cycles and cars. In response,
the US may impose equiva-
lent tariffs on Indian auto-
motive exports. Brands like

Royal Enfield, which have a
substantial market in the US,
could face significant chal-
lenges due to increased costs
for American consumers.

Indian engineering pro-
ducts are also going to be
hit as the US remains their
primary market. According
to a report in The Economic
Times, Indian exporters in
this sector might encoun-
ter heightened competition
and reduced profit margins,
potentially slowing export
growth.

The other major sector
going to be hit substanti-
ally is steel and aluminum
with the reintroduction of
a 25 per cent tariff. Despite
India’s robust domestic mar-
ket, these tariffs could lead

to oversupply issues and in-
tensified competition within
the US market.

In previous trade disputes,
India has imposed retalia-
tory tariffs on US agricultu-
ral goods. The current tariff
escalation could prompt the
US to target Indian agricul-
tural exports, affecting pro-
ducts like spices, tea, and
rice.

Trade analysts say this
will particularly affect the
over 5.4 million people of
Indian descent living in the
US, and around 5,661 Indian
restaurants (not including
food trucks and ghost restau-
rants) who are completely
dependent on imports from
India for their daily needs.
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Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Gover-
nor Hari Babu Kambhampati
Friday proposed listing of select
state public sector undertakings
(PSUs) and government-owned
companies on stock market, a
move aimed at transforming
Odisha's economy.

Speaking at a high-level re-
view meeting attended by all
PSUs at New Abhishek Hall
of Raj Bhavan here Friday,
the Governor underscored the
potential of this initiative to
enhance accountability, drive
performance and increase the
financial strength of state PSUs.

The meeting was organised
to bring to focus the importance
of timely financial reporting,
and compliance with statutory
guidelines for financial disci-
pline, transparency and good
governance in PSUs.

The Governor highlighted

WEATHER

BBSR CTC
MaxTemp 334° 3]2°
MinTemp 17.8° 17.5°
Humidity 48% 66%
Rainfall Nil Nil
FORECAST

Fog/mist in the
- | morning and mainly
clear sky later

MARKET WATCH ).

F——a
VARIATION ﬁ

INDEX

SENSEX 75939.21 ¥ 199.76
: NIFTY 22029025 ¢ 102.15
DOLLAR 8680 ¥ 021
= EURO 91.03 4 029
GOLD 85070 ¥ 739
...SILVER 296,488 4 31255

CLASSIFIED

By virtue of an affidavit
sworn before the
Executive Magistrate,
Rajgangpur, No.-390,
dated 14.02.2025, |,
Chandrika Sahu, W/o-
Gopal Krishna Behera,
R/o- Govt. Medical
Campus, Ward No.-4,
P.0O./P.S.- Rajgangpur,
Dist.- Sundargarh,
Odisha declare that

| have changed my
daughter’s name

from Madhusmita
Sahu to Madhusmita
Behera. Henceforth,
she shall be known as
Madhusmita Behera for
all purposes.
Chandrika Sahu

that the core responsibility of
PSUs is to ensure transparen-
cy, efficiency, and financial
discipline in managing public
resources.

“A well-functioning PSU not
only enhances the company’s
value but also contributes sig-
nificantly to the state’s wealth,”
he remarked. He stressed the
need for timely audits and regu-
lar submission of audit reports
to build credibility and respect-
ability with the public.

Kambhampati also ex-
pressed concerns over the
failure of several PSUs to con-
duct annual general meetings
(AGMs) or finalise their annu-
al accounts, terming this as a
violation of corporate gover-
nance principles.

He urged PSU heads to ad-
here to financial norms, hold
AGMs regularly, and finalise
accounts by September 30 of the
following financial year.

downtown

The Governor
highlighted that the
core responsibility
of PSUs is to ensure
transparency,
efficiency, and
financial discipline
in managing public
resources

Addressing the common
perception that PSUs are
loss-making entities, Kam-
bhampati reassured that the
reality now is different. He
stressed on the significance
of transparency, audits and
compliance which are essen-
tial to rebuild public trust in
PSUs. Drawing inspiration
from Gujarat’s success story
under the leadership of Na-
rendra Modi, the Governor
cited how undervalued PSU
stocks there (in Gujarat) have
now become highly sought-af-
ter investment options.

“PSUs are the backbone of
our economy. Their full po-
tential must be realised for
the benefit of the people and
the state,” said Kambhampa-
ti, urging the heads of these
units to prioritise financial
discipline and ensure up-to-
date accounts.

The meeting was attended
by senior officers from var-
ious departments, including
Principal Secretary to Gover-
nor NBS Rajput, Principal AG
D Sahu and others.
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ROADBLOCK: Police personnel prevent the agitating members of Odisha SHG Mahila Mahasangha from marching towards state Assembly near Lower

PMG in Bhubaneswar Friday
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BMC launches ‘Zero Waste Office’ campaign

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: The
adage ‘Charity begins at
home’ went well with the Bhu-
baneswar Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) as the civic body
Friday launched ‘Zero-Waste
Office’ campaign, a significant
step towards environment pro-
tection that is intended to be em-
ulated by other offices in City.

As part of this initiative,
the BMC headquarters will
be made waste-free, setting an
example for responsible waste
management, this was revealed
at a workshop in this regard
Friday.

To achieve this goal, employ-
ees and visitors are encouraged
to follow five key practices: No
consumption of paan, betel nut
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“Mission Zero Waste BMC Office™
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or tobacco, and no spitting on
premises; elimination of plas-
tic carry bags; minimising food
waste; using glass or steel bot-
tles instead of plastic for drink-
ing water, and reducing use of
paper wherever possible.

A strict monitoring system
will ensure that no unneces-
sary items or excess paper are
present in any section of BMC
departments. A Zero-Waste
Audit will also be conducted to
reinforce this initiative. Each
department will form teams of

HPB Radiology course begins at City AIIMS

OUNTRY’S FIRST
N V% _

The course provides
in-depth insights into
Ultrasonography, CT
scan, MRI, and PET CT
scan applications in HPB
diseases

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: In a
significant step towards medi-
cal education and training, the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) here intro-
duced the country’s first-ev-
er Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary
(HPB) Radiology course. Spear-
headed by the departments of
Surgical Gastroenterology and
Radio-diagnosis, the course was
conducted under the aegis of
International Hepato-Pancre-
ato-Biliary Association (IHP-
BA)-Indian Chapter.

Designed to enhance the un-
derstanding of complex HPB
surgical anatomy, the course

nI:“

provides in-depth insights in-
to Ultrasonography, CT scan,
MRI, and PET CT scan applica-
tions in HPB diseases. It aimed
at refining diagnostic precision,
improving surgical planning,
and optimising postoperative
follow-up to enhance patient
care outcomes.

Recognising the indispensable
role of radiological interpretation
in HPB diseases, the comprehen-
sive course provided extensive
training to HPB surgical trainees
and faculty members from across
the country. The programme was

City celebrates Valentine’s Day

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Val-
entine’s Day fever gripped the
Capital City as lovebirds and
couples celebrated the day of
love, roaming around

ples were seen ex-
changing gifts and
enjoying candle-
light dinner at cafes /i
and restaurants in the
City. Popular spots like Es-
planade Mall, DN Regalia, and
Market Building were bustling
with shoppers, while florists
saw a surge in demand for ros-
es, teddy bears, and chocolates.

“Roses are selling like hot-
cakes,” said Rajesh, a florist
near Jayadev Vihar. “Every
year, the demand goes up on
Valentine's Day.”

Many couples visited holy

parks, malls, tem- Restaurants in Sa-

ples and tourist heed Nagar and Patia

hotspots. Dk rolled out special

Youths and cou- ',_.' ' candlelight dinner
e

places like Lingaraj Temple
and Ram Mandir, seeking di-
vine blessings for their love.
Even in the evening, temple
courtyards remained lively
with couples engaging in quiet
conversations.

offers, attracting

couples eager for a

romantic evening.

“Our Valentine’s Day

bookings are full,” said

Sandeep Mishra, manager of a
cafe in Infocity.

Major parks, including IG
Park and Jaydev Vatika, wit-
nessed a surge in visitors, with
couples capturing special mo-
ments amidst nature. Despite
occasional restrictions and de-
bates surrounding Valentine’s
Day, Bhubaneswar embraced
the spirit of love, proving that
romance always finds a way.

e

structured into three online ses-
sions covering the fundamentals
of HPB radiology, followed by
two days of intensive hands-on
physical training.

Experts in HPB and liver
transplant surgery, HPB in-
terventional radiology, and
advanced imaging techniques
delivered insightful lectures,
equipping participants with the
latest advancements and best
practices. A special live session
featured real-time intervention-
al procedures, providing train-
ees with practical exposure to

CSIR-IMMT flags
off Vigyan Rath

Bhubaneswar: In an attempt to
popularise ‘one week one theme’
scientific research activities, Vigyan
Rath was flagged off at Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research -
Institute of Minerals and Materials
Technology (CSIR-IMMT) here
Friday. Department of Scientific
Research and Industrial Research
secretary and CSIR director N
Kalaiselvi inaugurated the initiative.
CSIR-IMMT director Ramanuj
Narayan and chief scientist LD
Besar, Odisha Mining Corporation
Limited operations director
Sabyasachi Mohanty and students
from government UP school at RRL
Colony were present on the occasion.
“The Vigyan Rath will travel through
schools, colleges, and communities in
QOdisha, Jharkhand, and neighbouring
states, inspiring citizens to engage
with science and innovation, aligning
with the vision of ‘Viksit Bharat 2047".
Over three weeks, it will disseminate
scientific knowledge and inspire
citizens to contribute to India’s
growth,” said Kalaiselvi.

cutting-edge techniques.

The event was graced by
AIIMS Bhubaneswar execu-
tive director Ashutosh Biswas
as chief guest. Other eminent
figures present included IHP-
BA-India secretary Biju Pottak-
kat, ex-president Sanjay Govil,
scientific chair Naimish Mehta
and Radiodiagnosis department
head at AIIMS Bhubaneswar
Suprava Naik. The organising
team included chairman Bram-
hadatta Pattnaik, organising
secretary Ranjan Kumar Patel
and Taraprashad Tripathy.

The landmark initiative is ex-
pected to elevate the standards
of HPB surgical training in the
country, equipping medical pro-
fessionals with enhanced radio-
logical interpretation skills. With
the growing complexity of HPB
diseases and their treatment, the
course lays a strong foundation
for advancing diagnostic accura-
¢y, improving surgical outcomes,
and fostering interdisciplinary
collaboration in HPB care.

B

three members to oversee and
implement waste management
practices effectively.
Additionally, single-use plastic
has been strictly prohibited both
inside and outside the civic body
office. Employees bringing food
from home or outside are expect-
ed to minimise food waste. Paper
cups, plates, and other dispos-
ables will be kept in a designat-
ed area for proper disposal. “We
must first adopt these practices
ourselves before encouraging
others,” said BMC Commission-

er Rajesh Prabhakar Patil.

He emphasised that ze-
ro-waste living is not a difficult
concept but a practical approach
that can easily be integrated into
daily life. By following environ-
mental regulations and embrac-
ing a zero-waste lifestyle, both
personal and social well-being
can be enhanced.

This BMC earlier had
launched ‘Zero Waste Schools’
in City schools by efficiently
processing wet waste in their
campuses and recycling dry
waste, BMC commissioner said.

Additional Commissioner
Subhendu Kumar Sahu stat-
ed that BMC staffers will first
implement these practices in
their offices before extending
the noble initiative across all
departments.

IHM MEET EXPLORES CAREER
OPTIONS IN HOSPITALITY SECTOR

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: In or-
der to raise awareness about
hospitality education and ex-
plore career prospects in the
hospitality industry among
youth of the state, Institute of
Hotel Management (IHM) here,
in collaboration with Press In-
formation Bureau (PIB), organ-
ised a press meet at the insti-
tute’s premises Friday.

The meeting chaired by IHM
Bhubaneswar principal Shara-
da Ghosh was also attended by
senior faculty members Sambit
Suman and Pramathadhip Kar.

Ghosh said, “With the state
emerging as a key tourism hub
and witnessing a surge in lux-
ury hotels and resorts, the de-
mand for skilled professionals
is at an all-time high.” She high-
lighted premier courses offered
by the institute, including BSc
in Hospitality and Hotel Ad-
ministration and MSc in Hos-

BJP likely to elect
new president soon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: The
state unit of Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) is likely to an-
nounce the name of its new
president soon as it has been
almost finalised at the party’s
core committee meeting held
here Friday, a senior party
leader said.

Balasore MP and returning of-
ficer for the party’s organisation-
al election, Pratap Chandra Sa-
rangi said, “It is almost final and
the name of the new president
will be declared in two to three
days.” Discussions were held
on the coordination between
the party and the government
during the meeting, he said.

Apart from Sarangi, the
meeting was attended by the

party’s National General Secre-
tary Tarun Chugh, Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi, State
president Manmohan Samal,
party’s Odisha in-charge Vi-
jaypal Singh Tomar and others.

Party sources said Samal is
likely to be reelected to the post.

He had previously served as
the state president from 1999
to 2004 and was reappointed
on March 24, 2023.

pitality Administration, both
awarded by Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), Delhi. De-
signed to impart industry-rele-
vant skills, these programmes
offer students a pathway to
lucrative and dynamic career
opportunities, she added.

She further highlighted that
students from any academic
background can apply for BSc
course, provided they have En-
glish as one of their subjects.
Encouraging young aspirants,
she underscored the vast oppor-
tunities that hotel management
presents as a rewarding and
evolving profession. “Beyond
hotel chains, employment op-
portunities are available across
airlines, railways, industrial
catering, facility management,
hospitals, retail, food service,
and even the armed forces. SKill
sets acquired during the course
enable students to seamlessly
integrate into various service
industry domains,” said Suman.

BJB retains NAAC'A’ grade

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: BJB
Autonomous College here has
retained its 'A' grade from the
National Assessment and Ac-
creditation Council (NAAC).

The college has been accred-
ited with a CGPA of 3.11 out of a
seven-point scale. The accredita-
tion is valid for a period of five
years, starting from February
13, 2025. Making the announce-
ment to this effect, the college
principal in-charge Jhumki
Rath said, “I would like to extend
my heartfelt congratulations to
all stakeholders, including our
staff, students, alumni, and for-
mer principal, who have con-
tributed to this achievement.
Your tireless efforts, passion
and commitment to excellence
have made this possible."

This accreditation is not
only a recognition of our past
achievements, but also a chal-
lenge to continue striving for ex-
cellence in the future, said Rath.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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Fertiliser black-marketing
rampant in Balasore dist

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jaleswar, Feb 14: Large-scale
black-marketing of fertilisers
and pesticides in Jaleswar
and other blocks of Balasore
district has raised concern
among farmers even as dis-
trict Agriculture department
has remained a mute specta-
tor to the issue.

Government records indicate
that Jaleswar region is home to
148 licensed fertiliser shops and
95 licensed pesticide dealers.
However, unauthorised shops
selling these essential agri-
cultural inputs illegally have
proliferated in rural areas too.

The Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilizers has set the
market prices for different
types of fertilisers, and the
state Agriculture department
has displayed these price lists
at all licensed retail outlets.

'6-YEAR-OLD BOY
DROWNS IN POND

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Feb 14: In a tragic in-
cident, a six-year-old boy drowned
in a pond at Lakshmankhunta vil-
lage under Rupsa police limits in
Balasore district Friday. The de-

Despite these measures, it
is alleged that shopkeepers
are selling fertilisers at pric-
es higher than the govern-
ment-mandated rates.

The problem is severe in Ra-
ibania area of Jaleswar block
and along West Bengal border,
where black-marketing of fer-
tilisers is rampant. Several
unlicensed shops in various vil-
lages are also reportedly selling
fake/substandard fertilisers
and pesticides. These illegal
activities continue unabated
due to lack of regular inspec-
tion by the local Agriculture
department.

Every year, around 2,500
hectares of land in Jaleswar
and Bhograi blocks are un-
dertaken for cultivation of
Rabi paddy, requiring large
amounts of fertilisers and
pesticides. Taking advantage
of seasonal demand, unscru-

pulous traders are allegedly
hoarding supplies and selling
those at inflated prices.

According to reports, farm-
ers in areas like Raibania,
Hatigarh, Khanabada, Ol-
mara, Chafla, Munutunia,
and Teghari in Jaleswar
block have been forced to pay
% 1,650 or more per bag for
DAP (Di-Ammonium Phos-
phate) fertiliser, which has a
government mandated price
of %1,350 per bag. Similarly,
a 50-kg bag of urea, officially
priced at 3266, is being sold at
%350. The 50-kg bag of Bharat
NPK (28-28-0) fertiliser is be-
ing sold for %1,800 to ¥1,900 as
against the official price of
%1,700. Other fertilisers are
also reportedly being sold at
arbitrary prices.

This price manipulation is
not limited to Jaleswar and
Bhograi blocks but extends to
rural areas across the district
where government-approved
dealers are exploiting farmers
by overcharging them. Despite
these illegal practices, the lo-
cal Agriculture department
has remained a silent specta-
tor. Locals have alleged that
some corrupt officials have
colluded with unscrupulous
traders, allowing them to op-
erate without fear.

Farmers have demanded
immediate action from the dis-
trict administration and Agri-
culture department to curb the
black market. When contacted,
District Agriculture Officer
Laxman Murmu assured that
a crackdown on illegal shops
would be conducted soon.

EVICTION DRIVE: Sambalpur Munl(:lpal Corporatlon (SMC) carrled out an eviction drlve at over 30 years old Budharaja Dally Market near
Professor Colony in Sambalpur, Friday

OP PHOTO

Poverty drives couple to ‘give away’ infant girl

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Feb 14: Owing to
abject poverty, a mother hand-
ed over her five-month-old girl
child to another person after
failing to feed her. The shocking
incident reported from Mayur-
bhanj district has sparked wide-
spread concern. The couple,
struggling to make ends meet,
took the heartbreaking decision
as they could not afford to care
for their eighth child.

Upon receiving information,
block administration officials
launched an investigation and
rescued the infant and placed her
under the care of the District Child
Welfare department in Baripada.

Mohan Hansda, a resident
of Ambasikada village in Sha-

Teacher held for misbehaving with girl

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jajpur, Feb 14: A teacher was
arrested Friday on the charge
of inappropriately touching a
Class VII girl student on the
school premises in Jajpur dis-

Protesting against police
inaction and the Education de-
partment’s callousness, local
villagers, including the school’s
students, staged a dharna in
front of the school Thursday.
They also demanded that the

makhunta block, had married
Lakhia Hansda of Sanapuria
village under Morada block.
After marriage, they settled in
a temporary polythene-covered
hut in Lakhia’s village instead
of returning to Mohan’s home-
town. The couple has four sons
and as many daughters.

The only government assis-
tance the family has received
is aration card, which provides
40kg rice per month. Mohan, a
daily wage labourer, found it
nearly impossible to support
his 10-member family with his
meagre earnings. Lakhia re-
vealed that her children often
went hungry, sometimes sur-
viving on handia (fermented
rice beer). Out of desperation,
she decided to give away her

Pulwama attack anniv:
NMO honours martyrs

Sambalpur: The National Medicos
Organisation (NMO) organised a

memorial meeting at the seminar hall of

youngest daughter.

The family had built an
acquaintance with one Man-
oranjan Behera from Dhatika
village under Shuliapada police
limits, who frequently visited
their area to sell earthen pots.
Aware of the family’s woes,
Manoranjan offered to take
in the infant, and the parents
agreed. After taking custody of
the baby, Manoranjan brought
her to his village.

However, officials from the
Women and Child Welfare de-
partment promptly intervened
after being alerted. Supervisor
Sushma Panigrahi, CHO Sub-
hasmita Pradhan, Anganwadi
worker Gaura Kisku, and ASHA
worker Geetanjali Tipiria visit-
ed Mohan’s house for an inquiry.

Following further investi-
gation, Shuliapada CDPO Ta-
nushree Mishra and supervi-
sor Sushma Panigrahi went to
Dhatika village and rescued the
child from Manoranjan. It was
later revealed that Manoranjan
had planned to hand over the
baby to a relative named Abhi-
jit Singh in West Bengal.

The incident has sparked con-
cerns about a possible interstate
child trafficking network. While
local police officials, including
Morada IIC Satya Narayan
Bal and Shuliapada IIC Aditya
Prasad Jena, confirmed the case
is now under the jurisdiction of
the District Child Welfare de-
partment, they stated that no
police investigation would be
conducted at this stage.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

RWS&S DIVISION, ATHAGARH

At/P.O.: Athagarh, Email: eerwssathagarh@gmail.com
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) [e-Procurement]

Bid Identification No.RWS/ATH/10/2024-25
Letter No. 111/Dt.28.01.25

No.O-1386

VIMSAR, Burla in this district Friday to
pay tribute to the martyrs on the sixth
anniversary of the Pulwama attack.
The event commemorated the supreme

1 |The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Athagarh on behalf
of Governor of Qdisha invites lump sum rate bid in double cover
system in ONLINE MODE from eligible Civil Contractors for the
works as detailed below under RWSS Division, Athagarh.

Nature of work . |Construction of Govt. Quarter ‘C' Type

for residence of the Executive Engineer,

sacrifice of 40 Central Reserve Police -

ceased child has been identified as >
Force (CRPF) personnel who lost their

trict, a police officer said. accused teacher be arrested.

Jayadeb, the only son of Chittaran-
jan Mohanty. While Chittaranjan

works for a private company in ~ school under the jurisdiction of Patnaik, reached the spot and lighting of lamps and two minutes |No. of work . |01 (One) No.
3 i z ] i Class of contractor . |'B'and ‘A’
- Gujarat, his wife was away for ~ the Jenapur police station. He assured the protesters that the of silence in honour of the departed TCost of tender paper |- [Rs.6,000.00

work when the incident took
place Friday. Jayadeb was un-
der the care of his grandparents.

While playing near their house,
the child accidentally fell into a
nearby pond. After an extensive
search, locals found him in the
pond and rushed him to Rupsa
Community Health Centre. How-
ever, doctors declared him dead
on arrival. Police have registered
an unnatural death case (2/25)
and are investigating the matter.

The accused is an assistant

The Sub-Divisional Police Of-

RWS&S Division,

Athagarh  under

teacher at a government high

was arrested Friday for alleged-
ly touching the private parts of
the 13-year-old student January
27, the police officer said.

The matter came to the fore
when the girl narrated the
incident to her mother after
reaching home. Her father
approached the headmaster of
the school the next day. But the
headmaster reportedly failed to
resolve the issue.

The victim’s family also

brought the issue to the notice
of the local block education of-
ficer, demanding action against
the accused teacher, but noth-
ing happened.

The family then filed a com-
plaint with the local police sta-
tion. The police too, allegedly
sat over the complaint and did
nothing for about two weeks.

ficer (SDPO) of Jajpur Road, SK

accused would be arrested, fol-
lowing which the agitation was
withdrawn.

The police arrested the
accused teacher from Bhu-
baneswar Friday. He was for-
warded to a local court and
remanded to judicial custody,
the police officer said.

Meanwhile, the Jajpur dis-
trict education officer (DEO)
has suspended the teacher fol-
lowing his arrest.

lives in the horrific attack February 14,
2019. The ceremony began with the

souls. NMO members paid their
respects by recalling the courage and
dedication of the martyrs. Addressing
the gathering, Dr Sanjeev Kumar
Mishra emphasised the significance
of their sacrifice and highlighted

the necessity of national unity. Dr
Gopeshwari Hota, who presided over
the meeting, urged the organisation
to extend support to the families of
the martyrs. She also stressed the
importance of instilling a sense of
service among medical students.

Athagarh Block in the district of Cuttack.

Approx. estimated cost|:

|Rs.45.80 Lakhs

_|EMD to be deposited
Period of completion

: 1% of estimated cost (Online)
- |06 (Six) calendar months

o[m[~[e[a[s]w

Availability of  bid|:
documents in  the
|__|website in the portal

10 |Date & time of seeking|:
|__|tender clarification |
| 11 | Date of opening of bid

From Dt.20.02.2025 at 10.00 AM. to
Dt.03.03.2025 upto 5.30 P.M.

|20.02.2025 to 21.02.2025 upto 5.30 P.M.

- |On Dt.04.03.2025 at 11.30 A.M. onwards|

made through Online payment system.

can be seen from the website i.e.

12 |Any corrigendum / amendment / cancellation of IFB will be
displayed in the e-tender website only. Cost of tender paper to be

The bidders have to participate in ONLINE blddlng onl),r Further details

v.in

Rourkela police launch ‘Anusandhan
Portal’ for transparent FIR tracklng

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Feb 14: Rourkela police
have launched ‘Anusandhan Portal’,
a first-of-its-kind digital platform de-
signed to enhance transparency and
accessibility in the FIR tracking process
for citizens. The portal, hosted on the
newly revamped website of Rourkela
police, enables complainants to monitor
their case status in real time.
Speaking about the initiative, Su-
perintendent of Police (SP) Nitesh
Wadhwani said, “This portal allows
complainants to check the real-time sta-
tus of their FIRs, ensuring a seamless
and efficient experience in accessing
crucial updates related to their cases.”
The ‘Anusandhan Portal’ is designed
keeping user convenience and legal com-
pliance in mind. It adheres to Section
193(3)(II) of BNSS 2023 and features a
simple OTP-based login system, ensuring
accessibility even for non-technical users.
Explaining its functionality,
Wadhwani said, “Our objective is to
bring transparency and accountabil-
ity to the FIR tracking system. The
investigation progress will be visible
at various stages, giving complainants
clarity on their cases.”
The portal offers multi-language sup-
port in Odia and Hindi, ensuring wider
accessibility for native speakers. It also

oy ¥
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RACKING FIR MADE SIMPLE

An ireiaties by Rowkala Palice

incorporates strict security measures to
protect sensitive FIR-related data.

The SP further informed that the com-
plainant has to visit the Anusandhan
Portal hosted on Rourkela police’s official
website. Then they need to select the com-
plainant login option, enter the necessary
details, including registered mobile num-
ber. Finally, after authenticating the OTP
received on their mobile they can access
the status and updates of their FIR.

To reduce the need for complainants
to repeatedly check the portal, the sys-
tem sends automatic SMS notifications
whenever a new update is available.
“This ensures that complainants remain
informed without the hassle of logging
in multiple times,” Wadhwani added.

The National Institute of Technolo-
gy (NIT) Rourkela provided technical
support in developing the portal. “We
are grateful to NIT Rourkela for their
invaluable assistance in building this
platform,” Wadhwani said.

He further emphasised that this ini-
tiative aligns with Rourkela police’s
commitment to digital governance,
transparency, and environmental sus-
tainability, as it reduces the need for
paper-based processes. “With Anusand-
han, we aim to build stronger trust be-
tween law enforcement and the public,
ensuring a more efficient and account-
able policing system,” he added.

e eveee OIS

Bank of India

Zonal Office : Star House, 1/1D, Jayadev
Vihar, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-751015

Sd./- Executive Engineer, RWS&S Divisiun, Athagarh

OIPR-25165/11/0004/2425

POSSESSION NOTICE

[Rule-8(1)] of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules-2002

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Bank of India, Chakeisiani Branch under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section
13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice calling upon the Borrower/
Co-Applicant in the loan account given below to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice plus interest & expenses thereon within 60
days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
Borrower/Co-Applicant and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the property described herein below
in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sub-Section (4) of Section 13 of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules.
The Borrower/Co-Applicant in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings
with the property will be subject to the charge of the Bank of India, Chakeisiani Branch for an amount mentioned below with interest
& expenses thereon. The Borrowers' attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect
of time available to redeem the secured assets.

. Date of Demand
CHAKEISIANI BRANCH / Liabilities due . —
Name & Address of Borrower/Co-Applicant| as per Notice No;:f;igs?;i of Description of the Property
Borrower: Mrs. Mandakini Parida,|s 56 47 617.54 All that part and parcel of Land situated over Khata No.:
W/o.: Mr. Purna Chandra Parida / " i&te;est & 02.02.2024 |686/1500, Plot No.: 434/7528, Sub Plot No.: 4 and Sub
Co-Applicant: Mr. Romio Ranjan Parida, / Plot No.: 5, Area: Ac.0.055 Dec (2395.8 Sqft), Kissam:
Both are AVP.O.: Gopalpur, P.S.: Chandabali,| ~ ©XPeNses 10.02.2025 |Homestead at Mouza: Adalia, P.S.: Cuttack Sadar,
Dist.: Bhadrak, Odisha-756133 thereon Thana No.: 47, Tahasil No.: 275, DSRO: Cuttack,

Tahasil: Cuttack, Dist.: Cuttack, Standing in the name of Mrs. Mandakini Parida, W/o.: Mr. Purna Chandra Parida, Bounded by North:

Plot No.: 433, South: Internal 20 feet Road, East: Sub Plot No.: 6, West: Sub Plot No.: 3

Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 15.02.2025

Authorised Officer, Bank of India

() UCO BANK

Zonal Office, UCO Bank Building,
2nd Floor, C-2, Ashok Nagar,

Bhubaneswar-751009, Tel: 0674-2620423

DEMAND NOTICE

(for Inmovable Property)

Demand Notice u/s. 13(2) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 was issued by the Authorised Officer against the following Borrower of UCO Bank, Gopalpur Branch.

The details are given below:

GOPALPUR BRANCH /

Name & Address of Borrower

Balance due as per
Demand Notice

Schedule of Mortgaged Properties

NPA Date /
Demand
Notice Date

Borrower: M/s. Sri Coastal Aqua
Marine, Prop.: Mr. Wardi Nageswar,
S/o: Wardi Krishna Rao, At: Bandar,
P.0.: Gopalpur, Dist.: Ganjam-761002

¥ 32,00,221/-
as on 30.09.2024
+ Interest and other
expenses thereon

1) All the hypothecated assets, viz. Current Assets 30.09.2024
including Stocks, Book Debts, Receivables, /

Consumable Stores & Spares and Hypothecated
Movable Plant & Machinery, 2) All that part and

17.12.2024

parcel of the immovable property situated at Mouza: Upulaputi, Thana: Gopalpur, Tahasil: Chatrapur, Dist.: Ganjam, Khata
No.: 263/1218, Plot No.: 1098/1997, Area: 50,530 sq.ft., in the name of Mr. Wardi Nageswar, Bounded by East: Road, West:
Land of V. Rajeswari, Wardhi Rameya & Wardhi Korleya, North: Land of Jami Jagannath Rao, South: Land of V.Rajeswari

You have committed default in repayment of loan and further interest at the agreed rate availed from Gopalpur Branch as
mentioned in the above table. The Bank has issued notice under the said Act to repay the outstanding amount in the above
mentioned table. The Demand Notice sent to the above mentioned parties by Regd. Post with AD which could not be
served. Due to irregularity in repayment of a such due, the debt has been classified as Non-Performing Assets (NPA).
You are therefore, called upon to pay the dues together with interest within 60 days from the date of this notice failing
which Bank will be constrained to exercise the right of Enforcement of Security Interest as against the mortgaged secured
assets given in the schedule as per securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002. In terms of Sub-Section 13 of Section 13 you should not transfer the above said property by sale, lease
or otherwise without obtaining written consent of the Bank. This notice is without prejudice to any other right remedy
available to the Bank including initiation of legal action. Your kind attention is invited to the provisions of Sub-Section
(8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Place : Bhubaneswar, Date : 14.02.2025

Authorised Officer, UCO Bank

IN DEBTS RECOVERY APPELLATE
TRIBUNAL AT KOLKATA
9, Old Post Office Street, Tth Floor, Kolkata-700001
DIARY NO. 961 OF 2024

SUNDARAM BNP PARIBAS HOME
FINANCE .APPELLANT
VERSUS
BANK OF BARODA & ORS.

..RESPONDENTS
To
1. MR. JAHANGIR ALI MOLLA Jholsa
Sahi, near Bimala Mandir, P.O.- Buxibazar,
District - Cuttack-753001, Odisha

RespondentNo. 2

2. MRS. RUKSANA BEGUM, Jholsa Sahi,
near Bimala Mandir, P.O.-Buxibazar,
District— Cuttack-753001, Odisha.

..RespondentNo. 3
3. MR. SAYED AHSAN ALI, Nima sahi,
P.O.- Buxibazar, District — Cuttack-
753002, Odisha

..RespondentNo. 4
4. SK. SALIMUDDIN, Nima sahi, P.O.-
Buxibazar, District — Cuttack-753001,
Odisha. ...RespondentNo. 6
5. SK. NASIMUDDIN, Nima sahi, P.O -
Buxibazar, District- Cuttack-753001,
Qdisha. ..RespondentNo.7
6. KALSER BIBI, Nima sahi, Po.-
Buxibazar, District - Cuttack- 753001,
Odisha ...Respondent No. 8
7. SK ARIF, 5/0 Sk. Kasim, Darga Bazar,
Kadam Rasool, P.O.- Buxibazar, District -
Cuttack- 753001, Odisha

..RespondentNo. 10

SUMMONS

1. WHEREAS the appellant has filed an
appeal u's 18 of the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets &
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
against the order passed by the Leamed
Presiding Offcer, DRT- Cuttack, and other
reliefs. You are hereby summoned to
appear and file written statement before
this Tribunal at 10:30 a.m. or at such time
immediately thereafier according to the
convenience of the Tribunal on 21st
February 2025 to answer the claim.
2. If you intend to file any documents, you
may file the same with a list along with the
statement,
3. You should file your registered address
and a memo of appearance when you enter
appearance before the Leamed Court
andlor the Hon'ble Appellate Tribunal either
in person or by a pleader/Advocate as duly
instructed.
4. Take notice that, in default of, your
appearance on the day mentioned herein
before, the proceeding will be heard and
determined in your absence.
Given under the hand and the seal of the
Tribunal.
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oower Post
FOCUS WHO

In concentration and silence we
must gather strength for the
right action.

THE MOTHER

Silent Shift

week. The government announced the empanelment of 42 offi-

Something curious happened in Delhi’s bureaucratic circles last

cers for Joint Secretary (JS) or JS-equivalent posts, and here’s
the kicker—only 16 of them were IAS officers from the 2009 batch.
That’s barely a fraction. Another six IAS officers made it under the
“initially deferred” and “initially leftover” categories, but even with
those numbers, the representation of the elite IAS cadre in this list

seems... well, underwhelming.

What’s even more intriguing? Central Secretariat Service (CSS)
officers appear to be taking up a significant chunk of the slots. This
isn’t a one-off case either for those who have been tracking recent
empanelment lists. They notice a pattern—fewer IAS officers making

2

fter announcing his
intention to with-
draw the United
States from the World
Health Organization (WHO),
President Donald Trump has
indicated that he might be
willing to reconsider. At is-
sue is one of Trump’s favorite
themes: reciprocity and fair
burden-sharing. He believes
that China contributes too little
and exerts too much influence
over the WHO.
Trump is right to point out
the importance of equitable
burden-sharing. In fact, the

£ g P

All WHO member states have requested

TIME FOR REVAMP

reforms to enhance the organization’s
performance, accountability, and transparency,
as a quid pro quo for agreeing to increase the

initiative to resist the natural
tendency of the World Health
Assembly (the WHO'’s deci-
sion-making body) to vote in
new priorities and work areas.
This has limited countries’
practice of earmarking funding
for special-interest projects that
would dilute the WHO’s pur-
pose and strength.

In this age of mass travel, in-
creasing urbanization, indus-
trial livestock farming, and hu-
man encroachment on wildlife
habitats, the need for the WHO
is stronger now than it was in
the 1850s, when the first formal

the cut at the JS level, while non-IAS officers, including those from the 7 o WHO has already adopted mea- - - international health conference
CSS and other central services, are steadily increasing their share. Q i‘g’ sures suggested by its member percentage of assessed contributions was held in response to a chol-

Is this part of a deliberate shift in government strategy—perhaps a Y= states to address this imbal- era outbreak. Even more vigi-
move to dilute the dominance of the IAS and distribute power more ¥ ance. At present, only 26% of the WHO and the country’s  both these and others—to en-  lance—and greater cross-bor-
evenly among different services? Or is it just a function of more strin- " the WHO'’s approved budget handling of the COVID-19 pan-  hance the organization’s per-  der cooperation—is required

gent performance reviews and a changing approach to empanelment?

comes from assessed contri-

demic. Ironically, given the

formance, accountability, and

if we are to prevent the spread

Babu circles are abuzz with speculation. Some see this as a sign that Gordon Brown butions, a membership fee of  torrent of falsehoods about it,  transparency, as a quid pro  of infectious diseases.
the government is growing wary of the traditional IAS hegemony, sorts based largely on a coun- the pandemic accord under quo for agreeing to increase The last half-century has
while others argue that the service itself is failing to groom enough WE MUST try’s share of global GDP and  negotiation at the WHO would  the percentage of assessed con-  shown what such collaboration
officers who meet the Centre’s expectations. Either way, one thing is population. But member states  improve international health  tributions. They wanta guaran-  can achieve: smallpox was erad-
clear: empanelment, once considered a natural progression for IAS NEVER FORGET are now on a path to financing  coordination and prevent sim-  tee that the money willbe spent  icated, polio and many tropical
officers, is no longer a given. THE MEDICAL  atleast50% ofthe WHO’smain  ilar failures from happening efficiently, with timely results  diseases are close to being erad-
budget in proportion to their  again. If this proposed instru-  and fully operational internal  icated, and HIV-related deaths
A timely reprieve? LESSONS WE economic and population size ~ ment, as well as the updated in-  controls. have fallen by nearly 70%. But
In a well-timed move just ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s HAVE LEARNED, by2031. ternational health regulations, The WHO has already made  progress will falter if countries
visit to Washington, D.C., US President Donald Trump ordered the FROM CHOLERA Under the current formula,  were to require earlier report-  important progress. WHO Di-  decide to go it alone.
Department of Justice to halt prosecutions under the Foreign Corrupt America’s portion of the as- ing, full information-sharing, rector-General Tedros Adha- That is why, to reassure the
Practices Act (FCPA). This could have far-reaching consequences for TO COVID: sessed contributions is capped  and a more rapid response to = nom Ghebreyesus has, infact, = Trump administration and
many global business leaders and companies caught in legal battles NO ONE IS at22%, even though itaccounts  health threats, we could avoid ~ launched an ambitious planto  other governments, like Ar-
over alleged financial miscon- for 26% of global GDP. China  repeating past mistakes. Butthe = transform the organization, gentina, that are threatening
duct. From our point of view, B ABU DOM SAFE UNTIL now pays 15%, and that per-  US will lose all influence over  including by bolstering and  to leave, there is a case for
at least one particular Indian EVERYONE IS centage will continue to rise  these negotiations if it leaves  delegating more authority to  bringing together a group of
tycoon, who has been in the BYT E S asthe country’s share of global ~ the WHO, while the Trump ad-  country offices. Moreover, in ~ highly respected leaders, rep-
crosshairs of US authorities, < @M -«-«.-c:ccceecececececrrorens SAFE GDP grows. ministration could instead use ~ response to the recommen- resentingevery continent, and

may breathe a sigh of relief.
But more importantly, babus’

Dilip Cherian

hopes are high that they may once again get bouquets with Stars and
Stripes as ribbons for favours delivered.
The FCPA, since 1977, prohibited American companies and individ-
uals from bribing foreign officials to secure business deals. Over the
_years, it ensnared numerous corporate leaders worldwide, including
those from India, accused of engaging in financial transactions that
allegedly crossed legal boundaries. The US Justice Department’s scru-
tiny of a major Indian business house—one that has built its empire
across infrastructure, energy, and ports—has raised concerns about
legal entanglements affecting global investments.
Critics of FCPA have long argued that strategic government con-
tracts need bribology as much as business acumen. The fear of US legal
actions have posed a serious threat to US companies and sprawling
conglomerates with international operations.
With Trump’s executive order effectively pausing FCPA prosecu-
tions, the potential impact on ongoing cases is significant. This policy
shift may lead to a reassessment of pending investigations, possibly
resulting in dropped charges or settlements that are more favourable
to the accused. For Indian businesses expanding abroad, this also
_signals a shift in how US authorities handle corruption-related cases

involving foreign entities.

However, global watchdogs argue that weakening anti-corruption
enforcement will embolden corporate malpractice and erode global
ethical standards. For India, where regulators are already battling
accusations of selective scrutiny, this development may further com-
plicate efforts to uphold fair competition in high-stakes industries.

With legal uncertainties possibly easing, the stage is set for babus
to prosper and a recalibration of international business strategy by

many companies.

Too many hats, too few hands

Gujarat’s bureaucratic chessboard has been reshuffled yet again,
with the transfer of over 68 senior officials, including nine district
collectors and 16 DDOs. Such large-scale moves are often framed as
administrative efficiency drives, but this exercise raises pertinent
questions about governance, priorities, and stability.

The appointment of Pankaj Joshi as Chief Secretary appears to have
triggered this overhaul. His relinquished responsibilities have been
redistributed, while for the first time, the Ahmedabad Collector and

SPECTRUM

The more the WHO is fi-
nanced through assessed con-
tributions, the more China,
India, the Gulf petrostates,
and several Central Europe-
an countries will be obliged to
contribute, ensuring that all
countries pay their fair share.
Of course, owing to America’s
generosity, the US government
has made contributions that go
beyond normal member-state
dues—hence its position as the
largest donor to the WHO. Chi-
na, for its part, currently gives
little beyond what is required,
but this should also change over
the coming years.

Trump is equally concerned
about China’s influence on

INDO-FRENCH TIES

its clout within the organization
to reach an agreement that the
US can accept.

Trump also wants evidence
of reform at the WHO. That
means decentralization, with
country and regional offices
gaining greater authority vis-
a-vis what he sees as an overly
bureaucratic Geneva headquar-
ters. It also implies avoiding the
mission creep that often arises
from member-state requests and
earmarked funding designed to
give priority to their own proj-
ects. The WHO must demon-
strate progress on both issues
in a transparent manner.

In fact, all WHO member
states have requested reforms—

dations of the Agile Member
States Task Group, and follow-
ing the Secretariat’s comple-
mentary implementation plan
on reform, the WHO has become
more transparent and account-
able. It has improved internal
control systems and developed
a process for designing and im-
plementing program budgets
that involves member states to
a greater degree and improves
resource allocation, monitor-
ing, and reporting. Systems for
preventing and responding to
sexual abuse and misconduct
have also been a priority under
Tedros’ leadership.

Perhaps most critically,
Tedros himself has taken the

a top-level American official.
They could be asked to show
how the reformed WHO would
best serve the global commu-
nity—both the US and the rest
of the world—mow and in the
future. We owe it to ourselves
and future generations to do ev-
erything in our power to make
global health cooperation the
best it can be. We must never
forget the medical lessons we
have learned, from cholera to
COVID: no one is safe until ev-
eryone is safe.

The writer is the former
Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom.
©project syndicate

Key take-aways from PM’s Paris tour

he controversy on the

Z participation of Prime
Minister Modi in the
swearing-in of Donald Trump
figured prominently in the Indi-
an media and the political com-
munity. Critiques construed it
as a snub by the US President
while US spokespersons mainly
the former ambassador to New
Delhi Eric Garcetti treated itasa

to France. Modi was in France
from 10 to12 February and on
the 13th he landed in USA. The
timings for both visits could at
best be fortuitous because Don-
ald Trump’s office could not
align their invitation with Mo-
di’s visit to Paris. Second, Modi
himself would have asked for
these dates as he was sched-
uled to attend the international

multi-polar world where it can
play its traditional world role.
Likewise, India has moved on
from Non-Alignment to stra-
tegic autonomy, a euphemism
for multi-alignment which is
possible in a multi-polar world.
That is where France and India
converge resulting in deepen-
ing of their bilateral relations.
Whether this strategy will suc-

Both leaders inaugurated a
new Indian Consulate in Mar-
seille City. This denotes an ex-
pansion of India’s diplomatic
presence in France.

Another significant take-
away is the increasing collab-
oration between France and
India on the nuclear sector.
When US facilitated India’s
entry into NSG, France was

Municipal Commissioner were transferred simultaneously—a decision trivial matter inline withthecon-  conference on Al in Paris. ceed is a matter of debate. the first country to sign an
that could signal deeper political recalibrations. B vention set by the White House. The interpretation of Modi’s Let us count the take-aways = agreement with India on nu-
Some reassignments stand out. Ashwani Kumar, already helming DK Giri Heads of Governmentsand States ~ visit via Parisisin orderasit from Modi’s visit to France. clear exchange. France strong-
Urban Development, now also oversees Ports & Transport. T. Natara- were usually not invited to the  has implicit political implica-  The primary purpose wastoco-  ly believes that nuclear power
jan, a key figure in Finance, takes charge of Gujarat Narmada Valley oath-taking of US Presidents. tions. In global geo-politics, chair the third AI Action Sum-  is an alternative to fossil fuel
Fertilisers Company. While these changes suggest attempts to leverage FRANCE HAS Garcetti did say that Prime  structurally, France and USA  mit in Paris. The first one was  and for low-carbon economy.
expertise, they also expose an ongoing issue—senior officials continue BEEN Minister Modi should meet may be on the same side, but  held in Bletchley Park, Milton =~ Almost 70% of electricity in
to juggle multiple crucial roles. At least 15 still hold additional respon- HISTORICALLY Donald Trump one-to-one in their strategic thinking, Keynes, England in Novem- France is generated by the
sibilities across essential sectors like Home Affairs, Ports & Shipping, instead of being a part of the  there is a clear divergence. ber 2023 and second in Seoul = nuclear power. India could
and Technical Education. SEEKING TO crowd and he was sure that  France has been historically  in May 2024. The next summit  seriously consider harnessing
Meanwhile, the IPS cadre remains in flux. Over a dozen officers are CREATE AN Modi was soon to be invited, seeking to create an alterna-  will take place in 2026 in India. = nuclear energy for electricity
doubling up on roles, and critical posts like Gujarat’s Anti-Corruption sometime in February. The tive centre of power tothe An-  That is the first welcome out-  which is in deficit in most
Bureau Chief and CID Crime Branch head remain unfilled. The po- ALTERNATIVE invitation came and Modiis, glo-American axis. Britain,on  come of his visit. These sum-  parts of the country.
licing structure appears increasingly overstretched, raising concerns CENTRE OF at the time of writing, in USA.  the other hand, has been solid-  mits and collaborations have India-France relations are
over law enforcement effectiveness. The question that is being 1y in American camp sincethe  become important following close and growing. The only
With another round of reshuffles expected post-Budget, and the Mod- POWER TO THE  addressed, in addition to tak- ~ Second World War. Apartfrom  the tech disruption by China’s  rider to this bilateralism is the
el Code of Conduct for local body elections temporarily stalling major ANGLO- ing account of Modi’s visitto  the colonial rivalry between  DeepSeek. Notably, India also  need of a clear strategic security
changes, the question remains: will this reshuffle bring tangible im- France, is why Modi hadtogo  France and Britain, they were  is building its own AI model. perspective, not based on past ex-
provements, or is it just another game of bureaucratic musical chairs? AMERICAN to USA via Paris. It can again ~ diametrically opposite to each Prime Minister Modi was  periences and present prejudices.
AXIS be interpreted in two ways. other in their positioning in  also a distinguished guest

Share a babu experience! Follow

One, his schedule in Paris

geo-political order, especial-

among the world leaders in

The writer is a professor

dilipthecherian@twitter.com. Let’s multiply the effect was prefixed and the invita- ly vis-a-vis America which the dinner hosted by President in NIIS Group of
tion from USA almost aligned  emerged as the super power. Macron at Palais de 1'Elysée Institutions, Odisha
with the dates with his visit Currently, France expectsa  (Elysee Palace). INFA

WISDOM CORNER

“ The highest form of human intelligence is to observe yourself

without judgment.

JIDDU KRISHNAMURTI

“ We choose our joys and sorrows long before we experience

them.

KHALIL GIBRAN

“ You drown not by falling into a river, but by staying submerged

init.
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TO THE EDITOR

Readers of Orissa Post

are most welcome to contribute letters

(@

(100 words), articles and
columns (between 600-1000
words). Contributors are

India’s nuclear push

Sir, India is embarking on an ambitious expansion of its nuclear energy
sector, recognizing its crucial role in achieving low-carbon energy goals.
Seventeen years after the landmark India-US civil nuclear deal, the nation
is prioritizing nuclear power as a key component of its energy mix. This
commitment is underscored by the FY26 budget allocation of Rs 20,000 crore
for research and development of small modular reactors (SMRs), signaling
a strong push for innovation in this field. The long-term vision is even more
transformative, aiming to achieve a remarkable 100 GW of nuclear energy ca-
pacity by 2047—a significant leap from the current 8.1 GW, which represents
only about 2% of India's total electricity generation. However, achieving this

Consensus key to end violence

Sir, This refers to the news report “Manipur
Goes Under Centre” (Orissa POST, Febru-
ary 14). There is no denying that, despite the
former Chief Minister’s many shortcomings
leading to the escalation of ethnic conflicts
in Manipur, his tenure was deliberately
prolonged because there was no consensus
candidate for the post of Chief Minister. The
problem persists to this day, prompting the
imposition of President’s Rule in Manipur. In

Il 1898: An explosion in Havana harbour sank the battleship USS Maine,
killing 260 American seamen and precipitating the Spanish-American War,
which originated in the Cuban struggle for independence from Spain.

ambitious target presents a formidable challenge. India has a roadmabp to triple
its nuclear capacity to 22.8 GW by 2032. But scaling beyond this level will require
accelerated investments, continuous innovation, and robust regulatory support.
The success of India’s nuclear ambitions hinges on the government’s ability to
attract substantial private investment, forge strong global partnerships, and
accelerate research and development in both SMRs and thorium-based reactors.
These combined efforts will also be instrumental in helping India achieve its
clean energy objectives while simultaneously ensuring energy security and
reducing carbon emissions. Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH

order to stop ethnic violence, the candidate for
the post of Chief Minister must be acceptable
to both warring communities. The problems
of the two communities need to be addressed
with all sincerity and an open mind. Enough
is enough. The cultural heritage of Manipur
should not be allowed to be shattered.
Arun Gupta,
KOLKATA

requested to send their contact # sy
numbers and full postal -
address/email ID. They may also send in
their valuable comments, opinion and
suggestions, preferably by email, to:
edit@orissapost.com

OrissaPOST

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

[l 1927: The silent film ‘I’ was released in American theatres, and Clara
Bow, the star, became Hollywood’s first “It girl.”

Il 1933: An assassin's bullet meant for the U.S. president-elect, Franklin D.

Roosevelt, wounded Mayor Anton J. Cermak of Chicago, who died three
weeks later.
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Meeting between farmers,
central team held cordially

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Feb 14: A meet-
ing between a Central team
led by Union Minister Pralhad
Joshi and farmers' representa-
tives to discuss their various
demands, including a legal
guarantee for MSP on crops,
was held here cordially on Fri-
day and the next round of talks
has been slated for February 22.
The over two-and-a-half-hour
meeting with the 28-member
delegation from the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (Non-Political)
and the Kisan Mazdoor Mor-
cha was held after a year-long
protest by farmers.
It was also attended by
Punjab Agriculture Minister
Gurmeet Singh Khuddian, the
state's Minister for Food and
Civil Supplies Lal Chand Kata-
ruchak and other state govern-

ment representatives.

The two outfits have been
spearheading the ongoing
farmers' protest at Shambhu
and Khanauri on the Pun-
jab-Haryana border for the past
one year.

Following the meeting at the
Mahatma Gandhi State Insti-
tute of Public Administration
here, the Union minister of con-
sumer affairs, food and public
distribution said the talks were
held in a cordial atmosphere
and another round of talks will
be held February 22.

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan will
lead the central team in the
next meeting, Joshi said, add-
ing that he would also be a part
of that talk.

"Details about the steps taken
by the Narendra Modi govern-
ment for farmers' welfare were

Punjab govt tightens noose
around corrupt officers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

_Chandigarh, Feb 14: The Pun-
jab government has directed
the police and district adminis-
tration officers to keep a check
on corruption activities in their
respective areas of jurisdiction
or else face action themselves.

A state government spokes-
person here Friday reiterated
the "unwavering commitment
of the Punjab government to
ensure full transparency, ac-
countability and integrity in
public service delivery".

As corrupt practices under-
mine public trust, weaken in-
stitutions and hinder national
growth, so top priority must be
accorded to check this menace,
the spokesperson said.

The Punjab government has
also directed that in order to
ensure corruption-free and citi-
zen friendly governance, all the
field officers should take strin-
gent and effective steps.

Every officer is duty bound
to ensure that people do not
face any kind of harassment or

demand of financial consider-
ations while interacting with
the government officials at any
level, he said. The state govern-
ment has further directed that
interaction of the public with the
government at all levels should
be completely hassle free.

Likewise, it has underlined
that public work should be ac-
complished in minimum pos-
sible time in an efficient and
polite manner, he said.

The Punjab government has
said that in order to make the
officers even more responsive
and accountable, feedback
about each Deputy Commis-
sioner, SSP, SDM, Tehsildar,
Naib Tehsildar, SP, DSP, SHO
and other field officers/officials
will be taken not only from the
public but also from the MPs
and MLAs, in the State.

shared with their leaders in to-
day's meeting," he added.

Talking to reporters sepa-
rately, farmer leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewal, who is on an
indefinite fast, too said that the
meeting was held in a positive
atmosphere and another meet-
ing will be held next week on
February 22.

He was brought to the
meeting venue from the
Khanauri protest site in an
ambulance. Farmer leader
Kaka Singh Kotra said it
took four hours for Dallewal
to reach Chandigarh.

Dallewal, the Samyukta Ki-
san Morcha (Non-Political) con-
venor, has been on an indefinite
hunger strike at the Khanauri
border point since November
26 to press the Centre on vari-
ous demands, including a legal
guarantee for MSP on crops.

About Friday's meeting
farmer leader Sarwan Singh
Pandher said, "We discussed
in detail the issue of legal guar-
antee to MSP for crops in the
meeting."

Another farmer leader Abhi-
manyu Kohar said earlier in
the day that the government
should frame a law to give a
guarantee for MSP. He also
said the farmers are convinced
that a law guaranteeing MSP on
crops will benefit every section
of the country.

Prominent leaders who were
part of the farmer delegation
are Sarwan Singh Pandher,
Abhimanyu Kohar, Kaka Singh
Kotra, Sukhjit Singh, PR Pan-
dian, Arun Sinha, Lakhwinder
Singh, Jaswinder Longowal,
MS Rai, Nand Kumar, Balwant
Singh Behramke and Inderjit
Singh Kotbudha.

Poppy crop worth
Z125cr destroyed
in Jharkhand dists

RANCHI: In a special operation,
police have destroyed opium
cultivation worth approximately
%125 crore in four districts of
Jharkhand -- Ranchi, Khunti,
Saraikela-Kharsawan and
Chaibasa. The operation, which
began February 5, has led to the
arrest of 86 people involved in
the illegal business. According
to official police data, opium
cultivation across a total area of
9,871 acres in these districts has
been identified and eradicated
using tractors and grass cutter
machines. It is estimated that
three to four kilograms of opium
is produced per acre of poppy
cultivation, with one kilogram
valued between %4-5 lakh in
the market. This action has
effectively prevented opium
worth around %125 crore from
reaching the market.

A balloon vendor is seen on the eve of ‘Valentine’s Day’, in Amritsar, Punjab

PTI PHOTO

Jharkhand farmers forced to let tomatoes rot as prices crash

In some areas, wholesale
buyers are unwilling to
pay even Xl per
kilogram, making it
impossible for farmers to
recover their investment

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Ranchi, Feb 14: Thousands
of farmers in Jharkhand are
in deep crisis after the price of
tomatoes plummeted to as low
as32-%3 per kg. They have now
abandoned their tomato crops,
leaving them to rot in the fields.
In some areas, wholesale buy-
ers are unwilling to pay even
Re 1 per kilogram, making it
impossible for farmers to recov-
er their investment. Faced with
mounting losses, several farm-
ers have resorted to destroying
their ripe crops with tractors.
Large-scale cultivators as
well as small ones have suffered

huge losses running into lakhs,
as tomato farming communities
span thousands of acres across
various districts of Jharkhand
like Chatra, Latehar, Hazarib-
agh, Jamshedpur, Ramgarh,
Bokaro, Ranchi, Lohardaga,
and Giridih.

Prices have been in free fall
since January. Even in the re-
tail market, tomatoes are fetch-
ing no more than ¥5-%10 per kg.
The cost of labour and trans-
portation is more than what
farmers earn from the sale of
their produce.

Sonaram Manjhi, a farmer
from Patamda in East Singh-
bhum district, says a crate of 40-
50 kg of tomatoes is being sold
for just %30-335 in the wholesale
market, not even 1 per kg.

Raghunath Mahato from Cha-
tra adds that the returns don’t
even cover the cost of planting
and irrigation. “It takes %35,000-
-%40,000 to cultivate one acre of
tomatoes, but at current prices,

Prez Murmu arrives in Ranchl

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, Feb 14: President
Droupadi Murmu Friday ar-
rived here on a two-day visit to
Jharkhand during which she is
scheduled to participate in the
platinum jubilee celebrations of
BIT Mesra, officials said.

The president arrived around
4.45 pm, and went to the Raj
Bhavan where she would stay
overnight, they said.

Security has been beefed up
in Jharkhand's capital in view
of her visit.

Chief Secretary Alka Tiwari
held a meeting to review prepa-
rations for the President's visit.

Tiwari instructed officials to
keep all the arrangements in or-
der during the President's visit
as per the protocol.

Deployment of police forces
was seen at strategic locations.

"Wherever necessary, the
departments should coordinate
with each other and make the
preparations strong," an official
statement quoting the chief sec-

retary. The officials have been
directed to ensure uninterrupt-
ed power supply, it said.

"Preparations for the nation-
al anthem and arrangements
for security, electricity and
loudspeakers and fire fighting,
medical arrangements at the
programme venue and accom-
modation site were reviewed,"
the statement said.

On her arrival at Ranchi
this afternoon, the President
proceeded to Raj Bhavan, and
she will participate in the BIT
Mesra event on Saturday, an
official said. The institute will

commemorate 75 years of aca-
demic excellence, research and
technological innovation, a BIT
official said. Ranchi Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Manjunath
Bhajantri convened meetings
with officials to oversee prepa-
rations for the President's visit.

As per Bhajantri's directions,
officers have been deputed at
key locations, including the
airport, Raj Bhavan, and the
event venue. Security deploy-
ments have been in place at
high-rise buildings and sensi-
tive locations along the Presi-
dent's transit route.

Hazaribagh mourns its braveheart Karamjit

A pall of gloom has descended on the city of Hazaribagh after the tragic martyrdom of Army Captain Karamjit Singh Bakshi,
fondly known as Puneet. The 28-year-old officer lost his life in an IED explosion along the LoC in J&K’s Akhnoor sector Tuesday

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Hazaribagh, Feb 14: The
streets of Hazaribagh Thurs-
day overflowed with sorrow
and pride as thousands joined
the final journey of Captain
Karamyjit Singh, who made the
supreme sacrifice in the line of
duty along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir’s
AKkhnoor sector two days ago.

Draped in the Tricolour, the
28-year-old hero who was killed
in an IED blast on the LoC, was
laid to rest with full military
honours at Muktidham in Kh-
irgaon, Hazaribagh.

From the moment his funeral
procession left his residence in
Jhoolu Park, the city resounded
with chants of "Captain Karam-
jit Amar Rahe" and "Bharat Ma-
ta Ki Jai."

People lined the roads and
rooftops, showering flowers as
the convoy passed. Many car-
ried placards bearing his im-
age, while others held aloft the

National flag in silent tribute.

In a mark of respect, shops
along Guru Govind Singh Road
remained closed.

At Muktidham, as Army
officers folded the Tricolour
and handed it to his mother,
Neelu Bakshi, she raised her
voice -- choked with emotion
-- declaring, "Jo Bole So Nihal,
Sat Sri Akal!"

His father, Ajninder
Singh, his eyes brimming
with tears, lit the funeral
pyre, bidding farewell to the

son who had brought them
immeasurable pride.

Captain Karamjit was the
only child of Ajninder Singh
Bakshi, a well-known restau-
rant and tent house business-
man, and Neelu Bakshi in
Hazaribagh.

He was just weeks away from
his April 5 wedding to a medi-
cal officer serving in the Army,
but fate had other plans. He had
returned home briefly for the
wedding preparations but du-
tifully reported back to his post

only 10 days ago.

When his fiance arrived to
pay her final respects, the air
grew heavier with sorrow, eyes
welling up at the sight of a love
story left midway.

On Tuesday, while on patrol
along the LoC, Captain Karam-
jit and his unit were caught
in an IED explosion planted
by terrorists. Despite suffer-
ing grievous injuries, he was
swiftly evacuated to a military
hospital, where he succumbed
to his injuries.

His mortal remains reached
Birsa Munda Airport in Ranchi
Wednesday evening, where
Governor Santosh Kumar
Gangwar and Jharkhand Fi-
nance Minister Radhakrishna
Kishore paid their respects.

From there, he was taken to
the Sikh Regiment in Ramgarh,
where fellow soldiers bid him a
solemn farewell before his final
journey home. As Hazaribagh
weeps, India stands in grati-
tude. A soldier has fallen, but

his sacrifice will forever echo
in the hearts of a nation.

Balumath in Latehar shares a
similar plight. We bought ex-
pensive seeds and spent heavily
on fertilisers and irrigation, yet
buyers refuse to pay more than
a few rupees per kg, he said.

The crisis is not new. Last
year, farmers in Barkagaon,
Hazaribagh, dumped their to-
mato crops on the streets when
they couldn't find buyers.

This year the situation is wors-
ened by a steep decline in prices

we are losing ¥8,000--310,000 per  of other vegetables like cauliflow-
acre,” he laments. er, cabbage, and spinach, further
Pachchu Mahato from  deepeningfarmers’ distress.
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DIST - RAYAGADA, PIN CODE - 765001, ODISHA
E-mail ID- raygadam.hud@nic.in
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Letter No. : 660 13.02.2025

Tender Call Notice

No.C-1650 : Sealed tenders are invited from intending reputed authorized
suppliers/dealers/agencies for supply of 01 (ONE) and more number of
drinking water movable tank for use of Rayagada Municipality as per
specification given below upto 12.00 Noon on 27.02.2025 and the same will be
opened on the same day at 12.30 P.M. in the Office Chamber of undersigned
in presence of quotationer or their authorized agents. The participants should
quote the price both the words, figure and produce the in your office letter
head with office documents. The participants should deposit non-refundable
of INR Rs.3,000/- (Rupees Three Thousand) only as per security in shape of
any Nationalized Bank Demand Draft in favor of Executive Officer, Rayagada
Municipality or Municipality money receipt. The price should be quoted
including all taxes applicabie and cther charges as applicable.

The participants received after the due date & time will not entertain and
the undersigned reserves all the rights to accept/reject all/any participants
without assign any reasons thereof.

SPECIFICATION

Tank Load Capacity - 4000 to 4500 Liter

Tank body - Zink sheet

Tank wheel - 04 wheel momentums

Tank Inlet - 02 upper cap system

Tank outlet - Back side four nozzle/taping system
Performance warranty - 3 Years (Minimum)

OIPR-13150/11/0050/2425

Sd./- Executive Officer
Rayagada Municipality

ODISHA POLICE
STATE HEADQUARTERS,
CUTTACK

Odisha Police
Office of the D.G. & 1.G. of Police, Odisha, Cuttack

Tel.:0671-2304001, Website:www.odishapolice.gov.in,
Email:pankaj.odpol@gov.in & aig-prov.odpol@gov.in
No.D-262:Online bids through e-Tender Portal https://tendersodisha.gov.in are
invited from the eligible bidders for purchase of CCTV with ACCESS CONTROL
DIGITAL MANAGEMENT AND FRS for Odisha Police during the current financial

year 2024-25 as per the particulars mentioned below.

Si.No. Name of ltem RFP No. & Date Quantity
TV with A .
CONTROL ‘DiGiTAL| 51-RFP-OCTV with ACCESS GON- || e
1 MANAGEMENT TROL DIGITAL MANAGEMENT AND quantity
AND ERS FRS-2024-25 Dtd.12.02.2025
Events Date
RFP Issue Date 12.02.2025
Date & Time of Pre-Bid Meeting A pre-proposal meeting will be intimated to
Queries to be submit on|bidder. (Online Link shall be shared based

commissioneratepolice@nic.in and aig-|on the request receive from bidder on

prov.odpol@gov.in, 2 days prior to the pre-|commissioneratepolice@nic.in and aig-prov.

bid meeting as per the format prescribed |odpol@gov.in before 15.02.2025 by 15:00,

in Annexure 5 Venue- Ofo the Commissionerate of Police,

Bhubaneswar

RFP Submission Due Date and Time 24.02.2025 Noon

Date & Time of Opening of Technical Bids |25.02.2025 Noon

Date & Time of Opening of Financial Bids To be intimated

Tender Document Fee In favour of A.1.G. of Potice (Prov.), Odisha,

Cuttack payable at Cuttack. (Demand Draft)

In favour of A.L.G. of Police (Prov.), Odisha,

Cuttack payable at Cuttack. (Demand Draft)

The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including

cost of bid document, Prequalification criteria and terms & conditions are

available in the websites: https://tendersodisha.gov.in. The authority reserves

the right to acceptireject any part thereof or all the bids without assigning any

reason thereof. 8d./- A.l.G. of Police (Provisioning)
Odisha, Cuttack

{Tender Calling Authority)

EMD (Earnest Money Deposit)

www.odishapolice.gov.in,
Email:sphqgrs.odpoi@nic.in

Buxi Bazar, Cuttack-753001,
OIPR-12029/11/0070/2425 1/ ax N0.0671-2304354

No. 341
File No. : ORMAS-mkt-Event-0001-2024

No.CAD-2581

64l giFly KA 8 Jaae AfS
AZIAGAR 6 AINS IR NG, BG4I AARQ
Odisha Rural Development & Marketlng Society

ernealing
Panchayati Raj and DW Department, Government of Odisha

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Selection of an Event Management Agency for Designing, Fabricating, Erection of stall with other allied works and
Management of Event for Sisir Saras- 2025 in Bhubaneswar, Odisha

: ORMAS under the Panchayati Raj & Drinking Water Department, Government of Odisha (The Client}
invites sealed two bid systems from the eligible bidders through e-tender process for “Selection of an Event Management
Agency for Designing, Fabricating, Erection of stall with other allied works and Management of Event for Sisir
Saras- 2025 in Bhubaneswar, Odisha” in Bhubaneswar, Odisha”. Bidders fulfilling the prescribed eligibility criteria of the
RFP can access and download the complete RFP Document and other details from www.ormas.org/panchayat.odisha.
gov.in/ www.tendersodisha.gov.in. The bid calendar under the end to end process are :

BHUBANESWAR

and values in wunal Odisha

Date : 14.02.2025

Date of Isue Date of Last Date for Date of Date of Technical Bid Processin
of RFP Pre-Bid Submission of Bid Opening of Presentation & Opening Fee in Rs 91 EMD in Rs.
Meeting Technical Bid of Financial Bid )
21/02/2025 | 06/03/2025 up to 06/03/2025 07/03/2025 10,000/-
1410272025 1™ 4 pw, 3PM. 4PM. 10.30 AM. & 4.30 PM. | including GsT| 202090

The bidders must apply their proposal through e-tender process latest by 06/03/2025 up to 3 PM clearly mentioning
“REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL -
of stall with other allied works and Management of Event for SISIR SARAS- 2025 in Bhubaneswar, Odisha”. The
proposals received beyond the last date and time will be rejected without assigning any reason. The authority reserves all
the rights to reject any/ all proposals at any stage without assigning any reason thereof.

OIPR-19004/11/0009/2425

“Select

ion of an Event Management Agency for Designing, Fabricating, Erection

Sd./- Chief Executive Officer, ORMAS
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We were
working be-
hind a wheel

of secrecy, but
for what reason?
Once we put it
across to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, he
allowed us to open it to the pri-
vate sector. In just five years,
there was a quantum leap

DR JITENDRA SINGH | UNION MINISTER

| appeal to
the chief
minister to Ty

reveal names of
those who are
trying to revive
militancy and \

the CPI(M) will be beside you
because the Communists have
a history of protecting the
country's sovereignty despite
different political ideologies

JITENDRA CHAUDHURY | cPi(M) LEADER

The demand
‘ for fish
is ever

increasing in the
state. Tripu- .
ra consumes
1,17,000 million ( e |
tonnes of fish annually, while
its own production stands at
85,000 MT, leading to a shortfall
of around 32,000 MT

SUDHANGSHU DAS |
TRIPURA FISHERIES MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

I Dpaylight bank robbery
at knifepoint in Kerala

Thrissur (Kerala): A man
robbed a bank at knifepoint
near Chalakudy in central
Kerala in broad daylight Friday
and fled with around %15 lakh
in cash, police said. An official
from the Chalakudy police
station said they received

a call in the afternoon from
the Emergency Response
Support System (ERSS) about
the robbery. A team was
immediately dispatched to
the bank branch in Potta, near
Chalakudy, police said. Police
also stated that, according

to bank officials, the robber
made off with around 15 lakh
in cash, but the exact amount
stolen was yet to be verified.

|

I Narcotic smuggling
racket busted

Rajouri/Jammu: Jammu

and Kashmir Police Friday
seized six kg of narcotics,
believed to be high-grade
heroin worth over %30 crore
in the international market,
from a village near the Line
of Control in Rajouri district,
officials said. The recovery
from Sair Bhawani village

in the Nowshera sector was
made on the disclosure of
the arrested kingpin of the
racket Jaswinder Kumar alias
Sonu, a resident of Lamberi
who was arrested 10 days ago
following an investigation of
a case registered last year,
officials said.

[ Woman dies
during childbirth

Thane: The kin of a 26-year-
old woman who died during
childbirth in a civic hospital
in Kalyan in Thane district
have accused the doctors of
removing her uterus without
consent, an official said. They
have been protesting along
with friends at Shastri Nagar
Hospital, which is operated
by Kalyan Dombivali
Municipal Corporation,
since Tuesday, he said in a
statement.

I 3 Naxalites surrender

Gadchiroli: Three Naxalites
carrying cumulative reward
of 238 lakh surrendered in
Maharashtra's Gadchiroli
district, a police official
said Friday. Vikram alias
Sandip Tulavi (40), Nilabai
alias Anusaya Uike (55) and
Vasanti alias Dullo Hidami
(36) laid down arms before
officials of Gadchiroli police
and the CRPF, he added.
"Tulavi and Uike carried
rewards of ¥16 lakh each

on their heads, while the
figure was 36 lakh for
Hidami," he said.

| want to profuse-

“ ly thank Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
for Tahawwur Hussain
Rana’s extradition. We all
wanted that the person
who conspired against
us, the mastermind of the
Mumbai terror attack to
be handed over to India

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS I MAHARASHTRA CM

OVER 50 CRORE TAKE HOLY

DIP AT TRIVENI SANGAM

Over 50 crore devotees have taken a holy dip at the
Triveni Sangam till Friday evening during the ongo-
ing Maha Kumbh, the Uttar Pradesh government
said. The participation marks the largest congrega-
tion in human history for any religious, cultural, or
social event, the state government, which is hosting
the mega fair in Prayagraj, it said

US plane carrylng 119 deportees likely to land in Amritsar today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Feb 14: A US
plane carrying 119 illegal
immigrants is likely to land
at Amritsar airport February
15, the second such batch of
Indians deported by the
Trump government as part of a
crackdown it resolved to carry
out when it was sworn in last
month.

According to official sources,
the plane is expected to land at
the airport around 10 pm Sat-
urday. Among the 119 illegal
Indian immigrants, 67 hail
from Punjab, 33 from Haryana,
eight from Gujarat, three from
Uttar Pradesh, two each from
Goa, Maharashtra and Rajas-
than and one each from Him-

Meitei body claims
Prez rule in Manipur

‘most unfortunate’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, Feb 14: Two major
organisations belonging to the
Meiteis and Kukis, the commu-
nities which have been fighting
with each other in Manipur since
May 2023, Friday responded to
the imposition of President's Rule
in the state in opposite ways.

The Coordinating Com-
mittee on Manipur Integrity
(COCOMI), an umbrella body
of several Imphal-based civil
society organisations of the
Meiteis, described the Centre's
decision as "undemocratic"
and "most unfortunate" and "a
ploy to push the state into fur-
ther turmoil". The Kuki Inpi,
on the other hand, termed the
imposition of the President's
Rule as a “necessary interven-
tion, albeit long overdue”. The
apex body of Kuki tribes, how-
ever, stuck to its demand for a
separate administration for
them under Article 239(A) of the
Constitution.

achal Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmir, they said. Another US
plane carrying deportees is also
expected to land February 16.
The development came days
after a US military aircraft car-
rying 104 illegal Indian immi-

India-B'desh border talks next week

grants landed at the Amritsar
airport last week. Of them, 33
each were from Haryana and
Gujarat and 30 from Punjab.
Most of the deportees hail-
ing from Punjab had said they
wanted to migrate to the US for

Discussions will be held on prevention of
attack/assault on BSF personnel and Indian civilians
by Bangladesh-based miscreants/nationals, how to
prevent trans-border crimes, construction of single row
fence, action against Indian Insurgent Groups in
Bangladesh, issues related to border infrastructure,
joint efforts for effective implementation of
Coordinated Border Management Plan, Confidence
Building Measures and other issues

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: The border
forces of India and Bangladesh
will hold their bi-annual talks
here next week with issues
such as border fence construc-
tion and attacks on BSF per-
sonnel and civilians by Ban-
gladeshi miscreants figuring
among the discussion points, an
official statement said Friday.

The 55th Director Gener-
al-Level Border Coordination
Conference between BSF and
the Border Guard Bangladesh

(BGB) will be organised at the
Border Security Force (BSF)
headquarters here between
February 17-20 February.
This would be the first top-level
meeting between the two sides
after the fall of the Sheikh
Hasina government in August
last year.

The Indian side will be led by
BSF Director General (DG) Dal-
jit Singh Chawdhary while the
BGB delegation will be headed
by Maj General Mohammad
Ashrafuzzaman Siddiqui. The
conference is being organised

SC to hear plea of Allahbadia
against FIRs in few days

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 14: The Su-
preme Court Friday said the
plea of influencer Ranveer
Allahbadia against the FIRs
lodged against him over his
alleged distasteful comments
during a programme on You-
Tube will be taken up in two-
three days.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and Jus-
tice Sanjay Kumar told Abhi-
nav Chandrachud, appearing
for the influencer, that it does
not allow oral mentioning of
cases for urgent listing. “I
have assigned the bench and it
will come up (before a bench)
in two-three days,” the CJI said
when Chandrachud submitted
that the Assam police has sum-
moned Allahbadia for joining
the probe during the day.

Rana’s extradition

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: The extra-
dition of 26/11 Mumbai attacks
accused Tahawwur Rana from
the US would help probe agen-
cies expose the role of Pakistani
state actors behind the dastard-
ly attack that left 166 people
dead, sources said Friday.

In a major move, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump Thursday
announced that his administra-
tion has approved the extradi-
tion of “one of the plotters and
very evil people of the world”
Rana to face justice in India.

Rana, a Canadian national of
Pakistani origin, is currently
lodged at a metropolitan deten-
tion centre in Los Angeles. He
is known to be associated with
Pakistani-American terrorist
David Coleman Headley, one
of the main conspirators of the
26/11 attacks.

Police visit Allahbadia’s flat

Mumbai: Teams of Mumbai and
Assam police Friday visited the
residence of podcaster Ranveer
Allahbadia here as part of a probe
into his controversial remarks made
on a YouTube show, but found his
flat locked, an official said. Crass
remarks by Allahbadia, popular

on YouTube for his ‘BeerBiceps’
channel, about parents and sex on
comedian Samay Raina’s now-delet-
ed YouTube show ‘India’s Got Latent’
have sparked massive outrage,
leading to complaints from several
persons. “The Mumbai police, who
have initiated an inquiry in con-
nection with Ranveer Allahbadia's
controversial remarks, Friday went
to his flat in Versova area, but found
it locked,” an official said.

Podcaster Allahbadia’s re-
marks on parents and sex on
comedian Samay Raina’s You-
Tube show ‘India’s Got Latent’
triggered a controversy and
several FIRs have been lodged

against him and others in var-
ious parts of the country.

An Assam police team is
in Pune to issue summons to
Raina in connection with a
case filed in the north-eastern
state over his now-deleted You-
Tube show ‘India's Got Latent'.
Raina has a house in Balewadi
in Pune. A case was registered
on Monday in Guwahati by a
resident there for alleged pro-
motion of obscenity in a public-
ly accessible online show.

Besides Allahbadia and
Raina, others named in the
case in Assam are Ashish
Chanchlani, Jaspreet Singh and
Apoorva Makhija. Earlier, Al-
lahabadia was asked to remain
present at Mumbai's Khar
police station by the Mumbai
police. The YouTuber is also
facing a police complaint in In-
dore, Madhya Pradesh.

a better life for their families.
However, their dreams were
shattered when they were
caught at the US border and
brought back in shackles.

After Donald Trump
assumed office as the US Presi-
dent, the country's law enforce-
ment agencies have launched
a crackdown against illegal
immigrants.

Many people from Punjab
and some other states, who en-
tered the US through "donkey
routes" -- an illegal and risky
pathway used by migrants to
enter America or other illegal
means by spending lakhs of
rupees -- are now facing depor-
tation. Several political leaders
in Punjab had questioned the
landing of a US aircraft in Am-

he 55th Director General-Level Border Coordi-

nation Conference between BSF and the Bor-
der Guard Bangladesh (BGB) will be organised
at the Border Security Force (BSF) headquarters

here between February 17-20 February

ritsar. "The BJP-led Central
government wants to defame
Punjab. Why does it not land
in Gujarat, Haryana or Del-
hi?" Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema said on
Thursday while replying to a
question on the likely arrival
of another US plane carrying
illegal immigrants.

Notably, the Punjab govern-
ment had recently formed a
special investigation team to
probe the issue of illegal human
trafficking following the depor-
tation of Indian citizens domi-
ciled in Punjab from the US.
The SIT has so far registered
10 FIRs against fraudulent im-
migration consultants on the
statements of deportees, said a
senior police official.

his would be the first top-

level meeting between the
two sides after the fall of the
Sheikh Hasina government in
August last year

to discuss border-related issues
and for better coordination be-
tween both the border guard-
ing forces, the BSF said in a
statement.

Discussions will be held on
prevention of attack/assault
on BSF personnel and Indian
civilians by Bangladesh-based
miscreants/nationals, how to
prevent trans-border crimes,
construction of single row
fence, action against Indian
Insurgent Groups in Bangla-
desh, issues related to border
infrastructure, joint efforts

for effective implementation
of Coordinated Border Manage-
ment Plan, Confidence Build-
ing Measures and other issues.
The last edition of these bi-an-
nual talks was held in Dhaka
in March last year.

The 4,096 km long India-Ban-
gladesh boundary spans across
five states -- West Bengal (2,217
km), Tripura (856 km), Megha-
laya (443 km), Assam (262 km)
and Mizoram (318 km). The
BSF is designated as the lead
security and intelligence-gath-
ering agency for this front.

Man found guilty
of rape, murder
of Irish backpacker

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Panaji, Feb 14: Nearly eight
years after an Irish-British
woman was raped and mur-
dered during her Goa visit, a
court Friday convicted the lone
accused in the case, a 31-year-
old local resident.

Judge Kshama Joshi of the
District and Sessions Court
at Margao town found Vikat
Bhagat, the lone accused, guilty
of raping and murdering the
woman, Danielle McLaughin
(28), said Vikram Varma, the
lawyer representing Andrea
Brannigan, the mother of the
deceased.

The court will pronounce the
quantum of sentence Monday
(February 17), he said. Var-
ma informed that the public
prosecutor has sought "maxi-
mum sentence" for the accused
from the court.

Though the lawyer did not
elaborate, such heinous offenc-
es attract life imprisonment or
death. McLaughin, who arrived
in the coastal state as a back-
packer tourist, was found dead
in a forested area of Canacona
village in South Goa district
March 14, 2017.

Bhagat, a local resident, was
later arrested by the police
on rape and murder charges.
The accused, lodged at the
Central Jail, Colvale in North
Goa, Thursday attended the
court proceeding through video
conferencing.

The verdict was slated to be
pronounced Thursday, but it
was postponed for a day later
by the trial court judge.

Sanitation workers clean a ghat at the Sangam area during the ongoing Maha Kumbh Mela, in Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh. 300 workers cleaned the ghats at various locations in an attempt to create a Guinness world record,

according to officials

to unravel Paklstam state actors’ role

India is working on the lo-
gistics of Rana’s surrender and
extradition from the US, For-
eign Secretary Vikram Misri
has said.

The sources said that Rana’s
early extradition would help
probe agencies expose the role
of Pakistani state actors behind
the 26/11 terror attack and may
shed new light on the investi-
gation.

A group of 10 Pakistani ter-
rorists went on a rampage
November 26, 2008 carrying
out a coordinated attack on a
railway station, two luxury ho-
tels and a Jewish centre, after
they sneaked into India's finan-
cial capital Mumbai using the
sea route in the Arabian sea.
Among the 166 people killed
were US, British and Israeli
nationals. The nearly 60-hour
assault sent shockwaves across
the country and even brought

In a major move, US President Donald Trump
Thursday announced that his administration
has approved the extradition of “one of the
plotters and very evil people of the world”
Rana to face justice in India

India and Pakistan to the brink
of awar. The terrorists had tar-
geted multiple iconic locations

in Mumbali, including Taj Ma-
hal and Oberoi hotels, Leopold
Cafe, Chabad House and Chha-

trapati Shivaji Terminus train
station, each of which Headley
had scouted in advance.

In November 2012, Ajmal Amir
Kasab, the lone surviving gun-
man among the Pakistani group,
was hanged to death in Yerawada
Jail in Pune.

India has been trying to ex-
tradite Rana for many years
because of his association with
Pakistan-based terror groups
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and
Harkat-ul Jihadi Islami (HUJI),
Headley and his active involve-
ment in the Mumbai attacks, the
sources said.

It is alleged that Rana was
aware of Headley’s terror links
and even helped in reconnais-
sance of targets in Mumbai and
planning the attacks on the Na-
tional Defence College (NDC) in
New Delhi and Chabad House
in Mumbai. The extradition
of Rana was cleared by the US

PTI PHOTO

Supreme Court in January as it
rejected his review petition in
the case. Rana is wanted by the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA), which is probing the
26/11 attack case.

During the course of investi-
gation the roles of senior func-
tionaries of the banned terror
groups LeT and HUJI, -- Hafiz
Muhammad Saeed alias Tayy-
aji, Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi,
Sajjid Majid alias Wasi, Illyas
Kashmiri and Abdur Rehman
Hashim Syed alias Major Abdu-
rrehman alias Pasha with ac-
tive connivance and assistance
from officers of ISI, namely,
Major Igbal alias Major
Ali, Major Sameer Ali alias
Major Samir, all residents of
Pakistan, have emerged, the
sources said.

The NIA had also sent extra-
dition requests to the US for ex-
tradition of Headley and Rana.
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Right now,
‘ BJP leaders

are em-
broiled in internal
fights over ministe-
rial positions, each
vying for control
over departments to exploit public
funds. Their strategy is to shift
the blame for their unfulfilled
promises onto the AAP, claiming
that they couldn't deliver due to an
alleged financial crisis in the Delhi
government

ATISHI | OUTGOING DELHI CM

On one hand,
Prime Minis-
ter Narendra

Modi changed the
word handicapped
to Divyaang and
talks about giving
them respect and on the other
hand, the government of his own
party is sitting on the work of two
universities declared in the inter-
est of the disabled in Rajasthan

ASHOK GEHLOT | CONGRESS LEADER

Tamil Nadu
‘ is highly
urbanised =

with nearly 48

per cent of its

population living in f‘
urban areas. This o
will increase further in the coming
years enhancing the demand for
sustainable housing. Therefore,
innovative urban development
plans should be prepared

M K STALIN I TN CHIEF MINISTER

POST
OF THE DAY

Finally!

PM Modi is
FORCED to do a
press conference
in the US -

., something he
hasn’t done in

India in 11 years.
-THIS is why he NEVER takes press
questions in India.
THIS is why his “interviews” in
India are fully scripted.
He’s so ANGRY & FLUSTERED
@SaketGokhale

SHORT TAKES

I Top court dismisses
Jaya’s kin’s petition

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Friday dismissed a
petition filed by the niece of
late Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
J. Jayalalithaa seeking release
of the latter's properties seized
by the authorities in connection
with a disproportionate assets
case of 2004. A bench of
Justices BV Nagarathna and

SC Sharma refused to interfere
with the Karnataka High Court
judgment which had earlier
dismissed J Deepa’s plea.

[ Court awards life
imprisonment to 3

New Delhi: A Delhi court

has sentenced three men to
rigorous life imprisonment
in a 2015 murder case,
saying it was not a fit case
to impose death penalty.
Additional sessions judge
Vikram sentenced Mohammed
Adil Khan, Amit Kumar

and Shehzad who were
convicted of the charges

of murder, dacoity and
criminal intimidation. Two
accused persons in the case
remained untraceable and
were declared proclaimed
offenders. Additional public
prosecutor Vineet Dahiya said
the accused persons planned
the dacoity and fatally shot
the victim at his office in
Pitampura January 9, 2015.

¥ Rajasthan HC rejects
Naresh’s bail plea

Jaipur: In a huge setback for
Naresh Meena, who contested
the Deoli-Uniara Assembly
by-election last year as an
Independent candidate, the
Rajasthan High Court Friday
denied him bail in connection
with the Samrawata

violence case.

Oppn asks Centre
to acknowledge
failure in Manipur

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: Oppo-
sition parties Friday said the
President’s rule was imposed
in strife-torn Manipur “to buy
time to settle internal conflicts
within the ruling coalition” as
they asked the ruling BJP to
acknowledge its “failure” in
the state.

They also questioned why
the government offered no
clarification on Manipur
in Parliament and

Manipur for 8 years. It is the
BJP which was responsible
for maintaining Law & Order
in the state.”

“It is your government which
is responsible for National Se-
curity and border patrol. The
imposition of President's rule
by YOU, suspending YOUR own
party's government is a direct
admission on how YOU failed
the people of Manipur,” Kharge
said. The CPI(M) politburo, in
a statement, said the imposi-
tion of the President's

rule underlines the

why there was = 9

a delay in Pre5|dent S “utter bankrupt-
removing rule was cy”’of the BJP’s
Biren Singh A = A “double-en-
as  Chicf imposed in Manipur gine” govern.
Minister. ~ Thursday and the state ment.
They also It demand-
asked Assembly putunder  * (FRET
there was suspended animation, political par-
a future H H ties be taken
plan for the days af_ter Biren Smgh into confi-
state  that reSIgned from dence to bring
has been in his pOSt back normalcy in

a state of chaos
since ethnic violence
erupted in May 2023.
President’s rule was imposed
in Manipur Thursday and the
state AZZssembly put under
suspended animation, days
after Biren Singh resigned
from his post. The Congress
Friday said the imposition of
President's rule in Manipur is
a direct admission of the failure
of the BJP governments at the
Centre and the state, and asked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to apologise to the people there.
In a post on X, Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge said
there is a Constitutional crisis
in Manipur that forced the im-
position of the President's rule.
“Narendra Modi ji, It is your
party which has been ruling at
the Centre for 11 years. It is
your party which was ruling

Five militants arrested

from 3 Manipur districts

IMPHAL: Five militants belonging
to proscribed outfits have been
arrested from Manipur's Imphal
West, Imphal East and Thoubal
districts, police said Friday. Two
active cadres of the banned
Kangleipak Communist Party
(Noyon) were apprehended from
Thangmeiband and Keishampat
in Imphal West Thursday,

they said. Police also arrested
another member of the KCP
(Noyon) from Khurai Thoudam
Leikai in Imphal East. The
arrested militant was “directly
involved in extortion activities
from the general public,
government officials, hospitals,
schools and petrol pumps", a
police officer said.

the state. The party
said, "The (former) chief
minister (N Biren Singh), the
main culprit, who was backed
all along by the BJP-RSS was
forced to resign because his
partisan role was being exam-
ined by a court where evidence
was presented of his sectarian
partisan role which left him
with no choice but to quit".

The CPI(M) said the central
leadership of the ruling party
(BJP) refused to take the re-
quired action to alleviate the
deep suffering inflicted on the
people of Manipur, "symbol-
ised by the Prime Minister's
callous refusal to even visit the
troubled state".

The CPI(M) party said im-
posing the President's rule is
not the solution, and the Cen-
tral government cannot escape
responsibility.

AMIT SHAH ASKS MAHA GOVT TO
IMPLEMENT NEW CRIMINAL LAWS

0

Even in

An?erica, Union Home Minister Amit Shah Friday asked the Maharash-
Modi Ji tra government to implement the three new criminal laws in
covered up all police commissionerates of the state as soon as possible.
Adani Ji's Chairing a review meeting here on their implementation in
corruption! presence of Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, Shah also said
RAHUL GANDHI | the Maharashtra government should set up a model director-
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ate of prosecution in accordance with these criminal laws

L IAF’s aerobatic team Surya Kiran performs on the last day of Aero India 2025, at Yelahanka Airbase in Bangalore
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India rejects Trump’s mediation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Washington, Feb 14: India
has virtually ruled out any
role for a third party in its bor-
der dispute with China after
US President Donald Trump
suggested that he was ready to
extend support if it helps in the
resolution of the lingering issue
between the two neighbours.
At amedia briefing, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri said
Thursday (Friday IST) that
New Delhi has always adopted
a bilateral approach in dealing
with these issues. As a matter
of long-held policy, India has
been maintaining that there is
no role for any third party in
any of its bilateral issues or dis-
putes with any country.
“Your question about the
offer to mediate between India
and China, I think, I suspect
you know the answer to this
question,” he said when asked
about Trump's offer.
“Whatever issues we have
with any of our neighbours, we
have always adopted a bilateral
approach to dealing with these
issues. It's no different between
India and China,” he said. “We
have been discussing any is-

AT A MEDIA BRIEFING, FOREIGN
SECRETARY VIKRAM MISRI SAID
THURSDAY (FRIDAY IST) THAT NEW|
DELHI HAS ALWAYS ADOPTED A
BILATERAL APPROACH IN DEALING
WITH THESE ISSUES

AS A MATTER OF LONG-HELD
POLICY, INDIA HAS BEEN
MAINTAINING THAT THERE IS NO
ROLE FOR ANY THIRD PARTY IN
ANY OF ITS BILATERAL ISSUES OR
DISPUTES WITH ANY COUNTRY

sues that we have with them
on a bilateral plane, and we will
continue to do so,” Misri add-
ed. After his talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
US president made the offer
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of support at a media briefing
while responding to a question
on India's frosty ties with China
over the border row. "I do see
the skirmishes on the border,
which are quite vicious, and I
guess they continue to go on.
If T could be of help, I would
love to help as that should be
stopped,” he said. The US pres-
ident also described China
as a "very important player"
globally and even suggested
that Beijing could play a role
could play a role in ending the
war in Ukraine. Trump also
underlined the importance
of cooperation among India,
China, Russia and the US.

UDF alleges SFlI Imks to accused

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kottayam (Kerala), Feb 14:
The Congress-led opposition
UDF Friday claimed that the ac-
cused in the Kottayam Govern-
ment Nursing College ragging
case have connections with the
Left student organisation, SFI.

Meanwhile, the Kerala
Human Rights Commission
ordered an investigation af-
ter registering a case on its
own regarding the incident.
Speaking to reporters, Leader
of Opposition V D Satheesan
alleged that the accused in the
Kottayam ragging case are
Students Federation of India

members and that the Kerala
Government Nursing Students
Association (KGNSA) has links
with the Left-affiliated student
organisation.

However, Higher Education
Minister R Bindu and Health
Minister Veena George stated
that stringent action would be
taken against the accused in
the Kottayam ragging incident.
Satheesan, said, “Everyone
knows they are SFI activists,
yet they are now denying it.”

There have been allegations
that the accused are associated
with KGNSA, a pro-Left outfit
and that one of them holds a key
position in the organisation.

i

However, SFI has refuted these
claims, asserting that it has no
connection to the accused. Tak-
ing a swipe at SFI, Satheesan
also alleged that its leaders and
members were involved in the
death of a student at the College
of Veterinary and Animal Sci-
ences in Pookode, Wayanad last
year, allegedly due to ragging.

“In the Pookode ragging case,
SFI members were accused, yet
they were allowed to appear for
exams, while the only ones who
suffered were the victim’s fam-
ily,” he said, adding that such
incidents should not be repeat-
ed. The health minister stated
that strict action will be taken
against the students involved in
the brutal ragging of a nursing
student in Kottayam.

“Action will be taken based
on the Directorate of Medical
Education's report, ensuring
the maximum possible pun-
ishment for those responsible,
beyond just suspension from
the college,” she said.

SC criticises TN pollution
hoard for challenging HC

order on Isha Foundation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: The Su-
preme Court Friday slammed
the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board for moving after
two years against an order that
quashed a showcause notice
issued against Isha Foundation
for allegedly flouting environ-
mental norms.

A bench of Justice Surya
Kant and Justice N Kotiswar
Singh termed the petition
filed by the Tamil Nadu Pollu-
tion Control Board (TNPCB)
as a "friendly match" played
by bureaucrats wanting the
apex court's stamp on the peti-
tion's dismissal.

"Mr advocate general what
prevented the authorities from
approaching the court on time.
There is a delay of 637 days in
filing this petition, which is
nearly two years. This is ac-
tually a friendly match where
the bureaucrats want the stamp
of the Supreme Court and the
high court on dismissal of the
petition," the bench said.

The showcause was issued to
the foundation for constructing
buildings between 2006 and 2014
without reportedly obtaining
mandatory  environmental
clearances but the Madras High
Court quashed it.

Justice Surya Kant further
told the state's law officer,
"When the state comes belated-
ly, we become suspicious. We
start reading between lines.
How can you say a yoga centre
is not an educational institu-
tion? If they are not going as
per plan, then you can chal-
lenge the non-compliance but
you can't be allowed to demol-
ish the structure constructed
in over a lakh yards. It is not
some kind of hutment." The
top court told state advocate
general PS Raman that now
that Isha Foundation had
constructed a yoga and med-
itation centre in Coimbatore
district's Velliangiri, the state
must ensure environmental
compliance.

Can’t allow bar bodies to be divided on caste, religion: SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: The Su-
preme Court Friday refused
to order reservations on caste
basis in the lawyers body elec-
tions saying it would open a
“Pandora’s box” without any
empirical data.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh
said neither would it permit
bar members to be divided on
caste lines nor allow it to be
politicised.

“This is a sensitive issue.
It will open a Pandora's box.
Without any empirical data,
it can’t be done. Reserving
seats for women was a differ-
ent thing. We will not permit
bar members to be divided on

caste lines or let the issues to
be politicised,” it said. The
bench was hearing a plea of
NGO Advocates for Social
Justice seeking reservations
in the upcoming Bengaluru
Bar Association elections to
members belonging to sched-
uled castes, scheduled tribes
and other backward classes.

“There are serious argu-
able issues from both sides,
which can be deliberated in a
healthy atmosphere. We don't
want different bar bodies to
be divided on such grounds.
This is not our intention,” it
added. The matter was then
tagged with a pending issue
on the strengthening of bar
associations and coming up
for hearing February 17.

Senior advocate Madhavi
Divan, appearing for petitioner
NGO, said not even one mem-
ber from the SC/ST _
or OBC categories
were elected to
the govern- 49
ing body of &5
Advocate
Associ-
ation of |
Bengalu- |
ru in the
past 50
years.
Referring to
reservation
and affirmative
actions in bar body
elections in other coun-
tries, Divan said there should be
diversity in key positions, which
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could inspire young members
of the bar. Justice Surya Kant,
however, said at the moment

__the court was “handicapped”

in the absence of relevant
data and observed par-
_liamentarians of the
country were sen-
sitive enough to
ensure adequate
representation
of different
communities

in key positions.
“You see,
when a legislation
~ comes for reserva-
¥  tion, there are lots
of debates and deliber-
ations with expert bodies.
Different data are collected
and made available. With in-

A bench of Justices
Surya Kantand N
Kotiswar Singh said
neither would it
permit bar members
to be divided on caste
lines nor allow it to be
politicised

formed knowledge, you can
take appropriate decision. As
of today, in the absence of rel-
evant data, we are completely
handicapped,” he said. The
court said it would examine
the "serious question" in an-
other pending petition relating
to reforms in bar associations.

"These are cases where we
require some data, assessment.
How many people from partic-
ular communities are there in
the legal profession, to what ex-
tent they are underrepresented,
etc.," it added. The petitioner's
plea was dismissed by the Kar-
nataka High Court.

The top court January
28 modified its order and al-
lowed Advocate Association of
Bengaluru to create a post of
vice-president in the bar body
for which elections would be
held in the coming weeks. The
move came after the court on
January 24 earmarked the post
of treasurer for women, after
the election process had begun
and nominations were filed
even by male candidates.
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Nnternational

If the Amer-

CHIRIEYY -
b

peace, if an agree-
ment is made, |
think Russia will be
reintegrated into
the world economy, reintegrated
into the European security system,
and even European energy

VIKTOR ORBAN I PRIME MINISTER, HUNGARY

The theme
‘Growth Un-
leashed' is to

encourage British v

businesses to get &
out to extraor-
dinary growth mar-

kets such as India, bang on
doors and build their businesses

ALDERMAN ALASTAIR KING I
MAYOR, LONDON

Unfortunate-
b ly, the United

States is
making a wrong
calculation about
our region. One
should not be
engaged in an approach that
disregards the region’s history,
values, and accumulation

TAYYIP ERDOGAN | PRESIDENT, TURKEY

SHORT TAKES

¥ Fire at construction
site leaves 6 dead

Seoul (South Korea): A

fire broke out at a resort
construction site in the South
Korean city of Busan Friday,
killing at least six people,

fire officials said. About 100
workers managed to evacuate
the site, while another 14
were rescued by helicopter
from the top of the structure,
said Hong Moon-shik, chief

of the Busan Gijang District
Fire Department. Hundreds

of firefighters were deployed

to the site and had largely
extinguished the blaze by Friday
afternoon, hours after it was
reported at around 10:20 am.

[ 11 killed as roadside
bomb hits vehicle

Islamabad: At least 11 people
were killed and seven others
injured when a roadside bomb
struck a vehicle carrying coal
miners in Pakistan’s restive
Balochistan province Friday,
officials said. The blast hit

a mini truck in the Shahrag

area of Harnai district of the
province, according to Harnai
Deputy Commissioner Hazrat
Wali Kakar. “We have moved at
least 11 bodies to the hospital
and seven workers who were
wounded have also been sent for
medical attention,” Kakar said.

B US deports 119
migrants to Panama

Panama City: Panama has
received the first US flight
carrying deportees from
other nations as the Trump
administration takes Panama
up on its offer to actas a
stopover for expelled migrants,
the Central American nation’s
president said Thursday.
“Yesterday a flight from

the United States Air Force
arrived with 119 people from
diverse nationalities of the
world,” President José Raul
Mulino said Thursday in his
weekly press briefing. He said
there were migrants from
China, Uzbekistan, Pakistan
and Afghanistan aboard. The
president said it was the first
of three planned flights that
were expected to total

about 360 people.

@ Pope Francis
hospitalised

Rome: Pope Francis was
hospitalised Friday to treat a
weeklong bout of bronchitis
and undergo diagnostic tests,
the Vatican said, confirming the
latest issues with the 88-year-
old’s pontiff’s health that
forced him to cancel his agenda
through Monday at least. Francis
was diagnosed with bronchitis
February 6, but had continued
to hold daily audiences in his
Vatican hotel suite.

AGENCIES

New Delhi/Washington DC:
The regime change in India’s
neighbour Bangladesh which
many geopolitical analysts
have attributed to the US’ deep
state’s alleged work in the
shadows grazed US President
Donald Trump during his joint
press briefing with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in Wash-
ington DC.

A reporter sought the views
of President Trump on whether
the previous Democratic gov-
ernment under former Pres-
ident Joe Biden carried out a
regime change in Bangladesh,
and installed Muhammad
Yunus as a chief adviser.

President Trump denied the
US deep state played any role
in the developments in Ban-
gladesh, whose ousted prime
minister Sheikh Hasina took
shelter in India.

“There was no role for our
deep state. This is something
that the Prime Minister has

Pak expresses concern over US
transferring military tech to India

Islamabad: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Pakistan in a press briefing Friday
expressed concern at the proposed transfer of US military technology to India.
This comment comes following the release of the “India-US joint statement”
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s US visit and meeting with US President
Donald Trump. The statement highlights the defence partnership between
India and US spanning multiple domains. India and the US planned to elevate
military cooperation across all domains - air, land, sea, space, and cyberspace
- through enhanced training, exercises, and operations, incorporating the
latest technologies, the statement said. Pakistan’s Foreign Affairs Ministry has
stated that the increase military capacity may cause imbalance in the region.
In the joint statement, India and the US called on Pakistan to expeditiously
bring to justice the perpetrators of the 26/11 Mumbai, and Pathankot attacks,
and ensure that its territory is not used to carry out cross-border terrorist
attacks. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson mentioned that the
reference to Pakistan in the joint statement was one-sided, misleading, and
contrary to diplomatic norms. He alleged that the statement cannot cover up
India’s role in sponsoring terrorism, and extra-judicial killings. The spokesperson
also remarked on rising hate crimes in India against Muslims and other minorities
and also to India’s non-compliance to UN Security Council resolutions.

S There
/  was no role for

our deep state. This is
something that the Prime
Minister has been working on
for a long time, for hundreds of
years, frankly | have been reading
about it. | will leave Bangladesh to

been

work- 5 -

ing on the Prime Minister
fOI‘ a 10ng DONALD TRUMP | PRESIDENT,
time, for us

hundreds of
years, frankly I

have been reading about it. I
will leave Bangladesh to the
Prime Minister,” President
Trump said.

While the Republican did not
directly address the question,
speculation is that the response
indicated the new Trump ad-
ministration may not get itself
involved in Bangladesh, where
alleged radical Islamist elements
have been targeting religious
minorities including Hindus.

Ties between India and Ban-
gladesh have nosedived after
Ms Hasina fled Dhaka in Au-
gust in the face of a massive

Drone damages Ukraine’s
Chernobyl nuclear plant

H Radiation levels at
the shuttered plant in
the Kyiv region have not
increased, according

to the UN International
Atomic Energy Agency,
which said the strike did
not breach the plant’s
inner containment shell

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kyiv, Feb 14: A drone armed
with a warhead hit the outer
protective shell of Ukraine’s
Chernobyl nuclear plant early
Friday, damaging the structure
and briefly starting a fire, in an
attack Kyiv blamed on Russia.
The Kremlin denied it was re-
sponsible.

Radiation levels at the shut-
tered plant in the Kyiv region —
site of the world’s worst nuclear
accident — have not increased,
according to the UN Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency, which
said the strike did not breach the
plant’s inner containment shell.

The IAEA did not attribute
blame, saying only that its team

stationed at the site heard an ex-
plosion and was informed that a
drone had struck the shell.

Fighting around nuclear pow-
er plants has repeatedly raised
fears of a nuclear catastrophe
during three years of war, par-
ticularly in a country where
many vividly remember living
through the 1986 Chernobyl di-
saster, which Kkilled at least 30
people and spewed radioactive
fallout over much of the North-
ern Hemisphere.

The Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant, which is Europe’s

l.lﬂ(ﬁ

biggest, has occasionally been hit
by drones during the war with-
out causing significant damage.

The strike came two days
after President Donald Trump
upended US policy on Ukraine,
saying he would meet with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
to discuss ending the war. The
move seemed to identify Putin
as the only player that mat-
ters and looked set to sideline
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy, as well as Eu-
ropean governments, in any
peace talks.

|
“ As | have
always said,

immigrants have been
crucial in building our
city and will continue
to be key to our future
success, but we must
fix our long-broken
immigration system
ERIC ADAMS I MAYOR, NEW YORK

TIKTOK RETURNS

TO US APP STORES

TikTok has returned to the app stores of Apple
and Google in the US, after President Donald
Trump delayed the enforcement of a TikTok
ban. TikTok, which is operated by Chinese
technology firm ByteDance, was removed from
Apple and Google’s app stores January 18 to
comply with a law that requires ByteDance to

; divest the app or be banned in the US
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Trump denies US role in B'desh crisis

While US President Donald Trump did not directly address the question, speculation is that the
response indicated the new Trump administration may not get itself involved in Bangladesh

anti-government protest.

The interim government
headed by Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus, who re-
turned from the US to work
as Bangladesh’s caretaker,
continues to draw sharp crit-
icism over not doing enough
to stop attacks on minorities
by radical Islamists.

India’s Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri Thursday said
PM Modi shared concerns over
the recent developments in Ban-
gladesh with President Trump.

“This was a subject that was
discussed between the two lead-
ers. And the Prime Minister
shared his views and, indeed,
his concerns with regard to
recent developments in
Bangladesh and how In-
dia sees the situation,"

the Foreign Secretary
said after the two lead-
ers’ joint press briefing.

‘We hope that the situ-
ation in Bangladesh will
also move forward in a di-
rection where we can pursue
relations in a constructive and

Modi, Trump didn't
discuss Adani's issue

Washington: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said he did not discuss
the bribery charges that the US
government had levelled against
infrastructure tycoon Gautam
Adani during his meeting with

US President Donald Trump. At a
press briefing at the White House,
Modi was asked if he raised the
indictment of Adani and his key
associates in a New York court
over his involvement in an alleged
bribery scheme. “Firstly, India is a
democratic country, and our cul-
ture and our thought philosophy
is, ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’. We
consider the whole world as one
family. | believe every Indian is
mine,” he said. He then went on to
state that such “individual issues”
are not discussed when two world
leaders meet. “Two prominent
leaders of two countries never
discuss such individual issues,” he
said. Trump made no mention of
the case during the presser.

stable way with them. But there
are concerns about that situa-
tion. And the Prime Minister
shared those views with Pres-
ident Trump,” he said in re-
sponse to a reporter’s question.

PM Modi is in the US for two
days. He also met with billion-
aire businessman Elon Musk.

No one should make China an
issue in bilateral ties: Beijing

Beijing: No one should make China an issue in their bilateral relations and their coop-
eration should not harm the interests of another country, the Chinese Foreign Ministry
said Friday reacting to queries on the meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and US President Trump. Modi’s meeting with Trump in Washington, weeks after the
US President assumed office for his second term, has evoked considerable interest in
China, especially on defence cooperation between New Delhi and Washington. In the
joint statement issued after Modi-Trump talks, the two leaders reaffirmed that a close
partnership between the US and India is central to a free, open, peaceful and prosper-
ous Indo-Pacific region and spoke of strengthening Quad partnership among other
issues. Replying to questions on this, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Guo
Jiakun said bilateral cooperation should not target third countries. “No one should
make China an issue in the relations and cooperation between countries or seek to
instigate bloc politics and confrontation,” Guo said to a question on Trump’s offer
to provide F-35 fighter jets to India besides strengthening defence cooperation.

SNIPPETS

Musk's DOGE team: Judges to
consider barring it from US govt

New York: Two federal judges
will consider Friday whether
Elon Musk’s government cost-
cutting team known as DOGE
will have access to Treasury

and potentially sensitive

The Musk-led Department of

Department payment systems "‘“-»*3(‘
data at US health, consumer ___1 E
protection and labor agencies. IE

Government Efficiency has swept through federal agencies
since Republican Donald Trump became president last
month and put the chief executive of carmaker Tesla in
charge of rooting out wasteful spending as part of Trump’s
dramatic overhaul of government. In Manhattan, US
District Judge Jeannette Vargas will consider a request by
Democratic state attorneys general to extend a temporary
block on DOGE that he put in place Saturday, which
prevented Musk’s team from accessing Treasury systems
responsible for trillions of dollars of payments.

Gaza names 3 hostages to be released Saturday

Cairo: Palestinian militant groups in Gaza said they would release hostages

lair Horn, US-Israeli Sagui Dekel-Chen and Russian-Israeli Alexandre Sasha
Troufanov Saturday, in accordance with the terms of the ceasefire with Israel.
The announcement, after days of uncertainty about whether the ceasefire agreed
last month would hold, followed intense efforts by Egyptian and Qatari mediators
to keep last month’s US-backed agreement on track. A statement from Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office said Israel accepted the list but that was later |
corrected to say Israel had received the list, which it said was a “purely factual
description” that did not reflect any Israeli approach to the issue. Hamas said Israel
was expected to release 369 Palestinian prisoners and detainees in exchange.

M23 rebels seized 2nd
airport in east Congo

Goma (Congo):
Rwanda-backed
rebels in eastern
Congo claimed
Friday that they
have seized a
second airport
‘ in the region : ;

following a days- Iong advance towards the
Kavumu airport, which serves the South Kivu
province. The Associated Press could not
immediately confirm if the Kavumu national
airport was under the control of the M23
rebels or government forces. Government
officials and civil society leaders did not
immediately comment. Locals told the AP
Friday morning that the rebels were a few
kilometres away from the airport, a strategic
spot for the Congolese military in their fight
with the rebels.

Prosecutors see Islamic
extremist motive in
Munich car mishap

AGENCIES

Munich, Germany, Feb 14:
The suspect in the car-ram-
ming attack in Munich that
left more than 30 people injured
appears to have had an Islamic
extremist motive, but there’s no
evidence that he was involved
with any radical network, au-
thorities said Friday.

The 24-year-old Afghan,
who arrived in Germany as
an asylum-seeker in 2016 and
lived in Munich, was arrested
after driving his Mini Cooper
into the back of a labor union
demonstration in the Bavari-
an city Thursday. Police offi-
cers pulled him out of the car
after firing a shot at the vehi-
cle, which didn’t hit him, and
arrested him.

Prosecutor Gabriele Tilmann
said that the suspect said “Al-
lahu Akbar,” or “God is great,”
to police and then prayed after
his arrest — which prompted
a department that investigates
extremism and terror to take on
the case immediately.

In questioning, he admitted
deliberately driving into the
demonstration and “gave an ex-
planation that I would summa-
rize as religious motivation,”
Tilmann said.

She didn’t give details, but
added, “According to all we
know at the moment, I would
venture to speak of an Islamist
motivation.”

Saudi leads Arab push for alternative to Trump’s Gaza plan

Saudi Arabia and its Arab allies were aghast at
Trump’s plan to “clean out” Palestinians from Gaza
and resettle most of them in Jordan and Egypt, an idea
immediately rejected by Cairo and Amman and seen in
most of the region as deeply destabilizing

REUTERS

Riyadh/Abu Dhabi/Amman/
Cairo, Feb 14: Saudi Arabia is
spearheading urgent Arab ef-
forts to develop a plan for Ga-
za’s future as a counter to US
President Donald Trump’s am-
bition for a Middle East Riviera
cleared of its Palestinian inhab-
itants, 10 sources said.

Draft ideas will be discussed
at a meeting in Riyadh this
month of countries including
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan
and the United Arab Emirates.
Proposals may involve a Gulf-
led reconstruction fund and a
deal to sideline Hamas, five of

the people said.

Saudi Arabia and its Arab al-
lies were aghast at Trump’s plan
to “clean out” Palestinians from
Gaza and resettle most of them
in Jordan and Egypt, an idea im-
mediately rejected by Cairo and
Amman and seen in most of the
region as deeply destabilising.

The dismay in Saudi Arabia
was aggravated, sources said,
because the plan would nix the
kingdom’s demand for a clear
path to Palestinian statehood as
a condition to normalise ties with
Israel - something that would al-
so pave the way for an ambitious
military pact between Riyadh
and Washington, shoring up the

kingdom’s defences against Iran.

Reuters spoke to 15 sources
in Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan
and elsewhere to build a picture
of the hurried efforts by Arab
states to pull together existing
proposals into a new plan they
can sell to the US president - even
potentially calling it a “Trump
plan” to win his approval.

One Arab government source
said at least four proposals had
already been drafted for Gaza’s
future, but an Egyptian propos-
al was now emerging as central
to the Arab push for an alterna-
tive to Trump’s idea.

THE EGYPTIAN PROPOSAL
The latest Egyptian proposal

Arab world furious about
Trump’s plan to ‘clean out’
Gaza

Arab nations to meet in
Riyadh to discuss alternative
Gaza plans

An Egyptian proposal currently
the most likely candidate

Saudi crown prince expected to
play a key role in discussions

involves forming a national Pal-
estinian committee to govern
Gaza without Hamas involve-
ment, international participa-
tion in reconstruction without
displacing Palestinians abroad,
and movement towards a two-
state solution, three Egyptian
security sources said.

Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan,
the United Arab Emirates and
Palestinian representatives will
review and discuss the plan in

Riyadh before it is presented at
a scheduled Arab summit Feb-
ruary 27, the Arab government
source said. The role of Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, widely known as MbS,
is shaping up to be key.

“We are telling the Ameri-
cans we have a plan that works.
Our meeting with MbS is going
to be critical. He is taking the
lead,” said a Jordanian official.

Long a major regional part-
ner for the United States, the
crown prince is expanding
Saudi Arabia’s relationship
through business and global
power politics.

Saudi Arabia’s sovereign
wealth fund is holding a con-
ference in Miami this month
that Reuters revealed Trump
is expected to attend. Riyadh is
also expected to host his coming
talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin to try to end the
UKkraine war.




@ Orissa

SATURDAY | FEBRUARY 15, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

BUSINESS B%

continues
growing econ-
look to establish their GCCs
momentum and they too will
sector

9
to be one el

omies, global

for expansion. The start-up

be major drivers of office

PEUSH JAIN | MD-COMMERCIAL LEASING AND

As India
of the fastest - 4
Phy
corporates will
ecosystem has again gained
demand alongside the BFSI
ADVISORY, ANAROCK

By in-

vesting in

advanced /
technology, o
sustainable )
practices, and >4 A
market-driven
solutions, we are not just
strengthening our leadership
position but also redefining
the standards of excellence
in the home textile industry
RAJINDER GUPTA | CHAIRMAN, TRIDENT GROUP

Domesti-
‘ cally, sales

remain
impacted by
sluggish private
and govern-
ment sector
capex
ARUN KOTHARI | MD, VENUS PIPES & TUBES

§ SHORT TAKES

™ Forex kitty jumps
to $638.26 billion

Mumbai: India's forex reserves
jumped by $7.654 billion to
$638.261 billion in the week
ended February 7, the RBI
said Friday. This is the third
consecutive week of a jump in
the kitty, which had increased
by $1.05 billion to $630.607
billion for the week ended
January 31. The reserves had
been on a declining trend
recently due to revaluation
along with forex market
interventions by RBI to help
reduce volatilities in the
rupee. The forex reserves had
increased to an all-time high
of $704.885 billion at end-
September 2024. For the week
ended February 7, foreign
currency assets, a major
component of the reserves,
increased by $6.422 billion

to $544.106 billion, the data
released Friday showed.

[ Sebi rejects Digvijay
application for REL

New Delhi: Capital markets
regulator Sebi Friday dismissed
an application filed by Digvijay
Laxhamsinh Gaekwad seeking
an exemption to make a
competing open offer for a
majority stake in Religare
Enterprises Ltd (REL). Sebi

in an order stated that the
price offered by Gaekwad

was 3275 per share in the
proposed open offer which was
%40 higher than the Burman
Group's offer of ¥235 per
share. “The applicant (Danny
Gaekwad Developments &
Investments, Florida) has failed
to demonstrate his ability to
meet the financial obligation
for making the competing open
offer,” it stated.

¥ Boeing, HPCL tie up

Mumbai: US-based aircraft
maker Boeing Friday said it has
partnered with state-owned
oil marketing firm HPCL for

a sustainable aviation fuel
ecosystem in the country. As
part of this partnership, the
two companies will explore
opportunities to scale SAF
(sustainable aviation fuel)
production in the domestic
market, support the
certification of domestically
produced SAF, and advocate
for policies to develop a
robust SAF ecosystem in

the country, Boeing said in a
statement. According to global
airlines body International Air
Transport Association (IATA),
India has the potential to be a
key producer of SAF by utilising
its ethanol supplies and
availability of lipids feedstocks
like non-edible industrial oils.

‘ ‘ The overall
production is
expected to be impacted
due to lower yield. Our
estimates are based on
reports of lower cotton
yield in Gujarat, Punjab
and Haryana. However,
the quality of cotton is
very good
ATUL GANATRA | PRESIDENT, CAI

UK CONFERS HONORARY
KNIGHTHOOD TO TATA CHIEF

Tata Sons Chairman N Chandrasekaran
has been conferred Honorary Knighthood
by the United Kingdom for his services to
the UK-India business relations, the group
said Friday. He has been conferred "The
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire
(Civil Division) - honorary DBE/KBE"

‘US remprocal tarlﬁs create uncertainties’

US president
announces a new
reciprocal tariff

policy for all the trading
partners of the US,
creating an uncertain
trade environment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s announce-
ment on imposing reciprocal
tariffs has created an uncertain
trade environment between In-
dia and America, though the
plan for a major trade deal
could help promote two-way
commerce, experts say.

They said that India should
take steps cautiously for pro-
tecting domestic industries and
expanding exports to the US.

After talks with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in Wash-
ington, Trump has announced
that India will buy more oil, gas
and military hardware from
America to bring down the
trade deficit but asserted that
Washington will not spare New
Delhi from reciprocal tariffs.

Economic think tank Glob-
al Trade Research Initiative

(GTRI) said that the two lead-
ers talked about having a trade
agreement soon, but the details
remain unclear.

The US, GTRI Founder Ajay
Srivastava said, is not clear
if the reciprocal tariff applies
to specific products or entire
sectors. Federation of Indian
Export Organisations (FIEO)
Director General Ajay Sahai
said that India must strike a
balance between protecting do-
mestic industries and expand-
ing exports to the US through
targeted diplomacy.

“We should negotiate exemp-
tions for key sectors, highlight-
ing recent tariff concessions on
US goods as leverage. A limited
preferential trade agreement
can further ease tariff concerns

Wholesale price inflation
eases t0 2.31% in January

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: Whole-
sale price inflation moderated
marginally to 2.31 per cent in
January due to the decline in
prices of food items especially
vegetables, government data
released Friday showed.

The Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) based inflation was 2.37
per cent in December 2024. It
was 0.33 per cent in January
2024. As per the data, inflation
in food items eased to 5.88 per
cent in January, as against 8.47
per cent in December 2024. In-
flation in vegetables came down
significantly to 8.35 per cent, as
against 28.65 per cent in Decem-
ber 2024.

In the eggs, meat and fish cat-
egory inflation declined to 3.56
per cent as against 5.43 per cent
last month.

Within vegetables, tomato
prices declined to 18.9 per cent
while inflation in potato contin-
ued to be high at 74.28 per cent,
and in onion it spiked to 28.33
per cent in January.

The fuel and power category
witnessed a deflation of 2.78
per cent in January, against

a deflation of 3.79 per cent in
December. In manufactured
items, inflation was 2.51 per
cent as compared to 2.14 per
cent in December 2024.

Retail inflation data released
Wednesday showed that Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) based
inflation eased to a 5-month low
of 4.31 per cent in January on
easing prices of food items.

ICRA Senior Economist Ra-
hul Agrawal said, “We project
the WPI to average at 2.4 per
cent in FY2025 and inch up
further to 3 per cent in FY2026,
despite expectations of a cool-
ing in the prints for the food
segment”.

Earlier this month, RBI
slashed the policy rate by 25
basis points to 6.25 per cent in
a bid to promote consumption.
The rate cut happened after a
gap of 5 years. RBI had last re-
duced the rate in May 2022.

These announce-

ments have created

an uncertain trade

environment and

our exporter should

be worried because
the US is the

largest market for them.
We need to tread
cautiously with this deal

BISWAJIT DHAR |
INTERNATIONAL TRADE EXPERTS

without requiring a full-scale
FTA (free trade agreement),”
he said. Trade policy expert
Abhijit Das said that the an-
nouncement of reciprocal tar-
iffs has created uncertainty in
trade relations between the two
countries and that these duties
"really shred" the WTO (World

Trade Organization) rule book.

"Reciprocal tariff is a high-
ly problematic issue because
there are many variables which
the US will take into account
while deciding their customs
duties," Das said, adding cus-
toms duties are just one of the
variables.

It can also include exchange
rate, non-tariff barriers, sub-
sidies, hurdles in government
procurement, protection of in-
tellectual property.

"So how the reciprocal tariffs
will be quantified and converted
into final tariff is a big question
and it needs more analysis," he
said. Regarding the trade deal,
Das said there was no direct
reference to the start of formal
negotiations, adding, "I presume
it is more about addressing con-
cerns and interests related to a
handful of products."

The US president, at a joint
media briefing with the Indian
prime minister following the
talks, also said that both sides
are looking at striking a major
trade deal soon while calling
import duties imposed by India
on certain US products as "very
unfair" and "strong".

"Whatever India charges, we
will charge them," Trump has
said, adding "We are being re-
ciprocal with India."

The Modi-Trump meeting
took place hours after the US
President announced a new
reciprocal tariff policy for all
the trading partners of the US
in the latest in a series of such
actions initiated by his admin-
istration.

In his remarks, Trump said
he and PM Modi have reached
an agreement that could poten-
tially make the US the "number
one supplier" of oil and gas to
India, suggesting it to be part
of measures to bring down the
US trade deficit with India that
stands at around $45 billion.

During the first term of Pres-
ident Donald Trump, India and
the US had discussed a mini
trade deal to boost economic
ties. It was shelved by the Joe
Biden administration as they
were not in favour of a free
trade agreement.

According to internation-
al trade experts, a trade deal
between a developing and a
developed nation should cover
the maximum number of goods
traded between them, as per
WTO norms. A mini trade deal
should have a roadmap to even-
tually convert it into a compre-
hensive free trade agreement.

WTO deals with global trade.
Both India and the US are mem-
bers of the Geneva-based body.

India cuts customs
duty on bourbon
whiskey to 50%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: India
has slashed import duty on
bourbon whiskey to 50 per
cent as it warmed up to ne-
gotiating a mega trade deal
with the US.

The reduction in customs
duty on bourbon whiskey was
notified February 13 just ahead
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's talks with US President
Donald Trump.

However, there has been no
reduction in basic customs du-
ty on import of other liquors.
They would continue to attract
100 per cent duty.

The US is the primary ex-
porter of bourbon whiskey
to India accounting for about
one-fourth of all such liquor
imported into India.

As per the notification issued
by the Department of Revenue,
bourbon whiskey would now at-
tract 50 per cent customs duty
on its import.

It was 150 per cent earlier.

India has imported bourbon
whiskey worth $2.5 million in
2023-24. The major exporting
countries include the US ($0.75
million), UAE ($0.54 million),
Singapore ($0.28 million) and
Italy ($0.23 million).

BEARS TIGHTEN GRIP

Investors lose 325.31L-cr in 8 days

In eight trading days,
BSE benchmark
tanked 2,644.6 points
or 3.36%, and NSE
Nifty slumped 810
points or 3.41%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: Investors’
wealth eroded sharply by ¥25.31
lakh crore in eight days of mar-
ket crash wherein the BSE
benchmark Sensex tumbled
over 3 per cent amid concerns
over unabated foreign fund
outflows, lower-than-expected
quarterly earnings and uncer-
tainty over global trade war.

In eight trading days, the
BSE benchmark tanked 2,644.6
points or 3.36 per cent, and the
NSE Nifty slumped 810 points
or 3.41 per cent.

On Friday, the 30-share BSE
bellwether gauge dropped
199.76 points or 0.26 per cent to
settle at 75,939.21, registering
its eighth day of decline.

Tracking an extremely weak

JioStar launches JioHotstar

JioCinema, Disney+ Hotstar platforms merged

With close to 3 lakh
hours of entertainment,
live sports coverage,
and more than 50
crore users, JioHotstar
provides compelling
subscription plans
tailored to diverse
audience needs,
starting at 3149

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: JioStar,
the newly formed joint venture
by the merger of Viacom18 and
Star India, Friday announced
the launch of JioHotstar by
bringing together JioCinema
and Disney+ Hotstar streaming
platforms.

Existing JioCinema and Dis-
ney+ Hotstar subscribers will
be able to seamlessly transition
and set up their JioHotstar sub-
scriptions, it added.

"At the core of JioHotstar
is a powerful vision -- to make
premium entertainment truly
accessible to all Indians. Our
promise of 'Infinite Possibilities'

— ensures that entertainment is no

JioHotstar

®I$N£ +
hotstar

longer a privilege, but a shared
experience for all," JioStar CEO
- Digital, Kiran Mani said.

Mani further said, "By inte-
grating Al-driven recommen-
dations and offering streaming
in over 19 languages, we are
personalising content like nev-
er before."

JioHotstar will offer the best
of Hollywood, with Disney,
NBCUniversal Peacock, War-
ner Bros. Discovery HBO, and
Paramount - all on the same
platform, the company said.

It will also stream premier
tournaments like ICC events,
IPL, and WPL, while also spot-
lighting grassroots cricket
with the Indian Street Premier
League and events from BCCI,
ICC, and state associations,

i3 JioCinema

other sporting events including
the Premier League and Wim-
bledon, and domestic leagues
such as Pro Kabaddi and ISL.

"Sports in India is more than
just a game -- it's passion, pride,
and a shared experience that
unites millions. JioHotstar is
revolutionising how fans ex-
perience live sports, combining
the best of technology, access,
and innovation," JioStar CEO -
Sports, Sanjog Gupta said.

JioHotstar will offer ultra-HD
4K streaming, Al-powered
insights, real-time stats over-
lays, multi-angle viewing and
range of 'culture' and 'special
interest' feeds to ensure fans
enjoy deeper, more immersive
access to the sports they love,
the statement said.

trend in equities, the market
capitalisation of BSE-listed
firms dropped by ¥25,31,579.11
crore to 34,00,19,247 crore ($4.61
trillion) in eight days.

US President Donald Trump
has asserted that Washington
will not spare India from recip-
rocal tariffs.

The President has set in mo-
tion his plan to impose recipro-
cal tariffs on imports, which is
expected to further deepen the
global trade war.

From the 30-share blue-chip

BSNL returns to profit
after almost 17 years

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 14: BSNL has
posted a net profit of ¥262 crore
for December quarter, mark-
ing its return to profitability
after almost 17 years, Union
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
said Friday terming it a "sig-
nificant turning point" for the
state-owned telco that has been
focused on expansion of service
offerings and subscriber base.

BSNL scripted an improve-
ment on several counts, clinch-
ing 14-18 per cent growth across
mobility, FTTH and leased line
service offering, Scindia, Minis-
ter for Communications said add-
ing that the subscriber base too
has risen to about 9 crore in De-
cember, from 8.4 crore in June.

"Today is an important day
for BSNL, and for the journey
of the telecom sector in India...
BSNL has, in third quarter of
FY2024-25, for the first time in
17 years, posted a profit on a
quarterly basis. The last time
that BSNL posted a quarterly
profit was in the year 2007," he
said on BSNL's earnings.

The net profit came in at about
3262 crore in the third quarter
of the financial year. Mobility
services revenue grew by 15 per
cent, Fiber-to-the-Home (FTTH)
revenue increased by 18 per cent
and leased line services revenue
rose by 14 per cent over Q3 of the
previous year.

\ 3

pack, Adani Ports dropped over
4 per cent. UltraTech Cement,
Sun Pharma, IndusInd Bank,
NTPC and Tata Steel were also
among the laggards. Nestle, ICI-
CI Bank, Infosys, Tata Consul-
tancy Services and HCL Tech
were among the gainers.

“The risk-averse sentiment
continues to rule investors'
minds as corporate earnings
are significantly lower than
the market expectations during
the start of the year, especially
for mid and small caps. Muted

perturbed by lingering
foreign fund outflows

PRASHANTH TAPSE I
SENIOR VP (RESEARCH), MEHTA EQUITIES

The gloomy mood con-
tinued as investors are

earnings trend, INR deprecia-
tion along with external factors
like tariffs are expected to keep
the sentiments weak in the near
term, which could further push
FIIs outflows,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit Fi-
nancial Services, said.

The BSE smallcap gauge
tanked 3.24 per cent and mid-
cap index dropped 2.59 per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral in-
dices, services plunged 3.16 per
cent, industrials (3.03 per cent),
capital goods (2.76 per cent),
power (2.65 per cent), utilities
(2.52 per cent), consumer dura-
bles (2.39 per cent), commodi-
ties (2.25 per cent) and realty
(2.03 per cent).

BSE Focused IT emerged as
the only gainer. As many as
3,320 stocks declined while 681
advanced and 82 remained un-
changed on the BSE.

BIZ BUZZ

Customer outreach programme hy BoB

Bhubaneswar: Bank of Baroda’s Bhubaneswar
Region initiated and carried out a customer
outreach programme in five branches
spanning two districts of Khordha & Nayagarh
district Friday. Amongst the branches were
Bhubaneswar main branch, Samantarapur
branch of Khordha and Gumei, Beruanbadi and
Kunjabangarh branches in Nayagarh district.
The meeting was presided by VMNS Saibabu,
Dy General Manager and Regional Head,

Bhubaneswar region, senior executives and staff members. The outreach
programme was well received by all customers and key products of Bank
of Baroda pertaining to CASA, Retail Assets, MSME, CASA Enablers, Wealth
and Agriculture segments were showcased. The programme ended with
felicitation of one women and one senior citizen customer from each
branch. The initiative aims at connecting with ETB (Existing to Bank) &
NTB (New to Bank customers) for the first time in a single session. The
programme scheduled by Bank of Baroda’s Bhubaneswar region is planned
to continue till end of the month covering all branches.

MSME outreach programme by PNB

Bhubaneswar: Punjab National
Bank, the second largest PSB
of the country, has successfully
organised MSME outreach
programme at 150 different
locations across the country
including seven locations

of the state - Bhubaneswar, ‘
Cuttack, Berhampur, Dhenkanal,

Angul, Sambalpur and Balasore. The objective of the event was to create
awareness about the various schemes of government such as PMEGP,
PM Swanidhi, PM Vishwakarma, PM Mudra, PMFME and different loan
products of bank such as GST Express, Prime Plus, PNB Sampati, Trade
Growth with an aim to provide financial assistance to the prospective
customers. In an event at Circle Office, Bhubaneswar Sanjeeb Kumar
Mishra, Principal Secretary, Government of Odisha has inaugurated the
programme in presence of Rajesh Kumar, Zonal Manager, Bhubaneswar
Zone, Debarchan Sahoo, General Manager, PNB Head Office, New Delhi
and Laxmikanta Mishra, Circle Head, Bhubaneswar Circle.
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Hockey teams ready for litmus test

INDIAN SQUAD
WILL OPEN THEIR
CAMPAIGN
WITH TWO
THRILLING
MATCHES
AGAINST WORLD
NO 7 SPAIN
FEBRUARY I5
AND I6

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERICE

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: The
Indian men’s hockey team, cur-
rently ranked fifth in the world,
is all set to kickstart their high-
ly anticipated FIH Pro League
2024-25 campaign at the iconic
Kalinga Hockey Stadium here
Saturday.

Led by Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna awardee, Harman-
preet Singh, the Indian squad
will open their campaign with
two thrilling matches against
World No 7 Spain February
15 and 16, followed by intense
clashes against World No 4 Ger-
many February 18 and 19.

India’s campaign will open at
home, thus offering a prime op-
portunity for the team to show-
case their recent momentum.
Following their encounters with
Germany, India will take on Ire-
land February 21 and 22, before
facing the formidable World No
2 England February 24 and 25.

With their bronze medal tri-
umph at the 2024 Paris Olym-
pics, the Harmanpreet Singh-led
side has proven their mettle on
the international stage. The
team was last seen in action
during a two-match Test series

_athome against Germany in Oc-
tober 2024, where India bounced
back from a 2-0 defeat in the first
game to defeat the visitors 5-3
in the second. Though Germany
won the series via shootout, the
competitive performances add-

SHORT TAKES

Blow for wrestlers

New Delhi: Indian wrestlers
may miss the second Ranking

- Series of the year in Albania after
the Sports Ministry withheld
approval, blaming the WFI for its
failure to submit the necessary
recommendations on time even as
the federation denied the charge
Friday. The wrestlers had already
missed the first Ranking Series in
Zagreb, Croatia, due to a tussle
between the ministry and the
suspended WFIL.The second Ranking
Series is scheduled to take place in
Tirana, Albania, from February 26 to
March 2. The Wrestling Federation
of India, which was suspended
by the ministry in December 2023
but remains recognised by the
international body, had sent the
proposal to the Sports Authority
of India (SAI) January 30 -- almost
a month before the start of the
tournament.

Gukesh loses, ends 8th

Hamburg: World champion D
Gukesh ended in eighth position
after losing to Iranian-French
grandmaster Alireza Firouzja

in the second game of their
seventh-place playoff match at the
Freestyle Chess Grand Slam here
Friday. Gukesh thus concluded

his forgettable campaign in the
tournament at Weissenhaus resort
without a single win. A day after
his remarkable comeback from a
hopeless position to draw game
one against Firouzja Thursday,

the ball was in Gukesh's court

to do well as the white pieces,

but clearly, the world champion
had run out of steam to lose in 30
moves. In the final game, Firouzja
proved superior and cashed in on
the opportunities presented to him.

Ikeda suspended

Monaco: Japanese race walker
Koki lkeda, a former Olympic silver
medalist, has been banned for

four years for doping, the Athletic
Integrity Unit said Friday. The
athletics watchdog said that a
disciplinary and appeals tribunal
ruled that the 26-year-old lkeda had
broken anti-doping rules. Ikeda has
been provisionally banned from
competition since November 2024,
with his results disqualified since
June 2023. Doping authorities say
abnormalities were detected in

his blood samples taken in June,
August and September of 2023.
The AIU alleged the abnormalities
“were indicative of blood
manipulation.”

ed confidence to India’s prepa-
rations for the FIH Pro League.

Earlier, India showcased
their prowess by successful-
ly defending their title at the
Asian Champions Trophy 2024
in September, winning all their
matches and cementing their
position as one of Asia’s stron-
gest teams.

Harmanpreet Singh will be
joined by vice-captain Hardik
Singh as they lead a well-bal-
anced squad filled with both
experience and youthful talent.
Senior players such as Man-
preet Singh, Mandeep Singh,
Lalit Kumar Upadhyay, Sumit,
Sanjay, Jugraj Singh, and Vivek
Sagar Prasad will form the back-
bone of the team while emerging
stars like Araijeet Singh Hun-
dal, Angad Bir Singh and Arsh-
deep Singh bring fresh energy
and skill to the lineup.

“The team is fresh from some
fantastic performances in the
recently concluded Hockey In-
dia League. I am particularly
happy to have seen Jugraj win-

FIH PRO LEAGUE

I

HOCKEY INDIA

HARMANPREET SINGH | CAPTAIN, INDIA MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM

ning the top scorer award and
this only means well for the
Indian team as we have more
firepower in our dragflick,”
expressed Harmanpreet on the
eve of their opening encounter.
With a mix of seasoned
campaigners and promising
youngsters, India will be ea-
ger to make a strong start and
challenge some of the world’s
top teams in the tournament.
Moreover, after finishing sev-
enth in last year’s edition of
the FIH Pro League, India will
be determined to make a strong
comeback this season. The team
will aim to deliver an improved
performance and clinch the top
spot, a feat that carries the add-
ed reward of automatic qualifi-
cation for the 2026 World Cup.
He further elaborated, “This

Odisha shines at National
Games with 46 medals

The state government
has announced cash
prizes of %06 lakh for
gold medalists, 34 lakh
and 33 lakh for silver
and bronze medalists
respectively

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Odis-
ha athletes clinched a total of
46 medals, including 14 gold,
15 silver and 17 bronze at the
38th National Games held in
Uttarakhand. The state se-
cured the 12th position in the
final ranking list and placed
itself among the top 15 in the
country.

To encourage and reward
the outstanding performanc-
es of its athletes, the Odisha
government has announced
cash prizes of Rs 6 lakh for
gold medalists, Rs 4 lakh for
silver medalists and Rs 3 lakh
for the bronze medalists.

Odisha’s Sports Minis-
ter Shri Suryabanshi Suraj
stated, “This year, Odisha
has made a mark in nation-

NATIONAL GAMES

CONCLUDES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Haldwani, Feb 14: A lively
yet simple closing ceremony
brought the curtains down on
the 38th National Games here
Friday with home minister
Amit Shah as its chief guest
asserting that the country is
well on track to host a success-
ful Olympics in 2036.

Indian Olympic Association
(IOA) president PT Usha de-
clared the Games closed before
handing over the flag to Con-
rad Sangma, chief minister of
Meghalaya, the state that will
host the next edition of the
Games in 2027.

India's bid to host the Olym-
pics in 2036 is still in early
stages and the International
Olympic Committee will not
decide on it until next year.

Sports minister Mansukh

al games, securing a place
among the top 15 states.
Winning 46 medals, includ-
ing 14 gold, is a significant
achievement. I extend my
heartfelt congratulations to
all the athletes. In recogni-
tion of their achievements we
will felicitate them with cash
awards. We are committed to
support our sportspersons
and will continue to support
and nurture the sporting tal-
ent to shine on national and
global stages.”

It is pertinent to mention
here that a total of 302 athletes
and 75 support staff represent-
ed Odisha at the 38th National
Games. Among the standout
performers, sprinter Animesh
Kujur secured three gold med-
als, gymnast Rakesh Patra
won two golds, while gym-
nast Pranati Nayak bagged
one gold, one silver and two
bronze medals. Cyclist Swasti
Singh added to Odisha’s medal
tally with one gold, two silver
and two bronze medals.

Additionally, Odisha ath-
letes set new records in
various categories, further
strengthening the state's po-
sition as an emerging power-
house in sports.

Mandaviya also joined the
event to laud the athletes'
performances.

To start with, Uttarakhand
chief minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami welcomed Shah with a
commemorative memento, a
shawl and a bouquet of flowers.

"Dev Bhoomi' has now now
also become a 'Khel Bhoomi'
not just because of the Nation-
al Games but also because of
its athletes' performance in the
Games and Dhami ji's relent-
less efforts towards hosting a
successful Games," Shah said
at the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Sports Complex here.

The venue has a capacity
of 25,000 and was packed for
the ceremony.

"Dhami ji has developed the
infrastructure for sports in
every district of the state. The
sportsmen who have won so

is an important year for us and
Pro League truly marks the
start of our new Olympic cycle
and the international season.
It's an important year for us
with World Cup qualification
(Asia Cup 2025) coming up and
Pro League gives us a great
opportunity to test where we
stand. We are upbeat about our
campaign, Spain, Germany and
England are strong teams and
will take it match-by-match.”
Shedding light on the high-
stake competition, chief coach
Craig Fulton said, “The next
few days will be more like the
Olympic Games, with back-to-
back matches which is why we
have chosen a bigger squad.
Since we are starting our cam-
paign here, performance will be
on our mind more than rank-

OFC keep

The Juggernauts
are seventh in the
table now with
29 points

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 14: Hugo
Boumous' brilliance inspired
Odisha FC to sustain top-6
hopes with a 3-1 comeback win
against Hyderabad FC in their
Indian Super League match
here Friday.

The Juggernauts are sev-
enth in the table now with 29
points, two behind the sixth-
placed Mumbai City FC (31)
as Sergio Lobera's team con-
tinues to be a formidable con-
tender for the playoffs.

They entered the half-time
trailing by a goal but produced
a remarkable turnaround in
the following 45 minutes to
seal all three points — holding
54.6% possession in the game
and taking five shots on tar-
get as compared to three of the
opponents.

Odisha FC thus recorded
their fourth straight win at
home in Bhubaneswar against
Hyderabad FC.

Hyderabad FC drew the game

many medals for Uttarakhand
have turned 'Dev Bhoomi' into
'Khel Bhoomi'.

"Thanks to their efforts, Ut-
tarakhand has jumped from
21st position (in last Games) to
seventh position (in the overall
standings). I congratulate all
the athletes who helped paved

Pro League is big
opportunity: Salima

I ndian women's hockey team
skipper Salima Tete wants her
side to give its best in the FIH
Pro League without thinking
about results, terming it a big
opportunity to work on "grey
areas". India will open their
campaign against England on
Saturday here. The hosts will
again square off against England
on Sunday before taking on Spain
on February 18 and 19. The Indian
women will then play Germany
(February 21 and 22), Netherlands
on February 24 and 25 in the India
leg of the league. Salima said
chief coach Harendra Singh, who
joined again on April last year,
made a lasting impression on the
side with his tactics.

ing points. The other teams are
coming here already having
played a few matches in Eu-
rope, so our focus will be on do-
ing well and winning matches.”

momentarily in their favour by
exerting pressure on the Odis-
ha FC defence from a set-piece
situation in the 30th minute.

The visitors worked in tan-
dem to dissect the Juggernauts'
backline, winning over second
balls before Muhammed Rafi
placed a headed pass from the
left post in the path of Stefan
Sapic for the latter to tap into
the centre of the goal from ex-
tremely close range.

The Juggernauts turned to
Mourtada Fall to secure the
equaliser in the 47th minute with
a slightly unique take to their
corner routine this time around.

Boumous launched in a quick
cross on the far post but fall was
distant from the net at the time
of the delivery. The centre-back

the way for 'Dev Bhoomi' to
also become a 'Khel Bhoomi'.
My best wishes are with them."

Several dignitaries were in
attendance here, including
Uttarakhand's Sports Minister
Rekha Arya, boxing legend MC
Mary Kom, and Olympic med-
allist shooter Gagan Narang,
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Shuttlers crash out

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Qingdao, Feb 14: HS Prannoy
fought valiantly, but India suc-
cumbed to a 0-3 defeat against a
second-string Japan in the quar-
terfinals of the Badminton Asia
Mixed Team Championships,
ending their campaign on a
disappointing note here Friday.

India, the 2023 bronze medal-
ists in Dubali, struggled to find
their rhythm, and trailed 0-1 after
going down in the mixed doubles.

Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha
Crasto, ranked 37th in the
world, showed resilience be-
fore going down 13-21, 21-17,
13-21 to world number 12 Hiroki
Midorikawa and Natsu Saito.

With PV Sindhu sidelined
due to a hamstring injury, In-
dia faced an uphill task against
Tomoka Miyazaki, who has
quickly risen to world number 8
following her triumph at the 2022
World Junior Championships.

World number 31 Malvika
Bansod, stepping in for Sind-
hu, put up a brave fight, espe-
cially in the second game, but
struggled to match the control
and consistency of her younger
opponent and lost 12-21, 19-21,
leaving India 0-2 behind.

It all came down to Prannoy
to keep India alive, but de-
spite a determined effort, the
32-year-old, returning after a
long break and struggling with
early-season form, couldn't sus-
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'r_ﬁade a dash of é sprint before

thumping in a powerful header
into the top left corner, bring-
ing the Sergio Lobera-coached
side back into the game.

Odisha FC treated this sud-
den shift in momentum to their
advantage, pressing high up
with Diego Mauricio leading
the charge at the centre.

The frontline worked collec-
tively to recover possession in
an instant, before Jerry Maw-
ihmingthanga supplied Hugo
Boumous with a slick ball on
the right flank.

Boumous exceptionally car-
ried the ball into the box be-
fore placing it into the bottom
left corner in the 49th minute
to give the Juggernauts a
slender lead.

I can say it today that
India has a very bright
future in sports. We
have staked a claim
to host the Olympics in
2036, and we are ready for
it. When the Olympics are
held here, our athletes will
win medals and make the
country's flag fly high

AMIT SHAH | HOME MINISTER, INDIA

among others.

Shah expressed optimism
about India's progress in
sports in the coming times.
He encouraged the athletes
and said that the current
Narendra Modi government
is creating world-class infra-
structure and ecosystem for
sports across the country.

He pointed out that Prime

tain the pressure against world
number 16 Kenta Nishimoto.

The Japanese star sealed the
rubber with a 21-14, 15-21, 21-12
victory in 1 hour and 17 min-
utes. India will be disappoint-
ed with the loss, especially as
Japan did not field their full-
strength team, with several top
players absent.

Japan were the inaugural
edition champions in 2017 and
were runners-up in 2019.

Miyazaki vs Malvika

Miyazaki, leading the new-
look Japanese team, was sharp
and precise, quickly surging to
an 11-3lead after Malvika hitlong.

However, two mistakes from
the Indian allowed the Japanese
to take the first game.

The second game was more
competitive as Malvika took a
5-3lead, engaging in tight rallies.

Prannoy vs Nishimoto

In the men's singles, Prannoy
fell behind 4-7 as Nishimoto
dominated with angled returns.

Prannoy handed Nishimoto
six game points with a net er-
ror, and another mistake sealed
the first game for Japan.

The second game was in-
tense, with Prannoy and
Nishimoto tied at 6-6.

He then earned five game
points after Nishimoto sent a
shot wide, converting the first
to roar back into the contest.

CHAMPIONS TROPHY

ICC announces record
$6.9 million prize pot

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Feb 14: Winners of
the upcoming Champions
Trophy will walk away with
a whopping $2.24 million cash
reward after the Internation-
al Cricket Council (ICC) an-
nounced a 53 per cent hike in
its prize money pool for the
eight-team tournament start-
ing February 19.

The winners' purse would
be close to 20 crore in Indian
currency. The runners-up will
receive half the amount, $1.12
million (29.72 crore), while
each losing semi-finalist will
take home $560,000 (34.86
crore). The total prize pool has
increased to $6.9 million (260
crore approx).

The substantial prize pot
underscores the ICC's ongoing
commitment to investing in
the sport and maintaining the
global prestige of our events,
ICC chairman Jay Shah said in
a statement ahead of the tour-
nament which will be held in
Pakistan and the UAE.

Each group stage win
would be worth over $34,000
(%30 lakh) for the victorious
team.

Shah asserts readiness to host 2036 Olympics

Minister Modi has taken many
steps to promote sports.

"When Modi ji became PM
in 2014, our sports budget
was 3800 crore, but now, it
will rise to ¥3800 crore. This
reflects the commitment of
the Modi government towards
sports," he said.

He said that in 2014, Indian
players won only 15 medals in
the Commonwealth Games,
while now the number has
reached 26. The Asian Games
have increased from 57 medals
in 2014 to 107 in 2023.

Shah and Dhami gave away
the prizes to the top three per-
formers in the Games -- Ser-
vices Sports Control Board,
Maharashtra and Haryana.

Mandaviya said that the
Games will be a catalyst in
India's journey to become a
sports hub.
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