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Kangana’s perspective Job cuts hit US Export boost Sinner banned 
Actor and Parliamentarian 
Kangana Ranaut shares insights 
into her evolving perspective 
on homemaking

The campaign by President Donald 
Trump to radically cut back the US 
bureaucracy spreads, fi ring more 
than 9,500 workers 

Plans to negotiate a bilateral 
trade agreement will help India 
boost its exports to the US, say 
exporters

Top-ranked tennis player Jannik 
Sinner accepts a three-month 
ban in a settlement with the 
World Anti-Doping Agency
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

No, I haven't been summoned by the 
police yet. Looks like my struggle to be 
a successful stand-up comic is still on

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rio de Janeiro, Feb 15: A 
young man from an isolated in-
digenous tribe has approached 
a populated river community 
in the Amazon, Brazil’s indig-
enous affairs agency has con-
fi rmed.

The encounter occurred at 
around 7pm Wednesday in Be-
la Rosa, a community along the 
Purus River in the southwest-
ern Amazon region.

Barefoot and wearing a small 
loincloth, the young man ap-
peared calm and in good health 
as he waved two wooden sticks, 
a villager told this agency.

The villager spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, saying Bra-
zil’s indigenous bureau Funai 
had advised locals not to dis-
cuss the incident.

The villager said locals be-
lieved the man was asking for 
fi re.

Mobile phone footage of the 
rare encounter showed one res-
ident trying and failing to show 
the man how to use a lighter.

Funai offi cials arrived soon 
after, and after the man was 
served fi sh, he was taken to a 
nearby facility operated by the 
group. It was not immediately 
clear who shot the video.

Funai said in a statement 

Thursday that a team on site is 
“providing the necessary care” 
and is awaiting the arrival of a 
medical team.

A member of the nearby Ju-
ma tribe - whose original pop-

ulation has dwindled to just 
three women - was expected to 
arrive soon at the site to try to 
communicate with him.

In 2021, Funai confi rmed the 
existence of an isolated Indig-

enous group in the area after 
fi nding abandoned camps and 
other evidence, but none of 
their members had been seen 
until Wednesday.

The area, known as Mamoria 
Grande, was declared off-limits 
for non-Indigenous in Decem-
ber 2024. It added that threats 
to the group include land-grab-
bing and potential confl icts 
with nearby communities.

The Amazon rainforest is 
home to the world’s largest 
number of uncontacted tribes.

As a policy, Brazil does not 
actively seek contact with them 
but instead creates protected 
and monitored areas.

Uncontacted tribal fi lmed emerging from Amazon
Barefoot and 

wearing a small 
loincloth, the 
young man 

appeared calm 
and in good health 
as he waved two 
wooden sticks, a 

local said

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: A day 
after Odisha Pradesh Congress 
Committee (OPCC) revoked his 
expulsion order, veteran politi-
cian and six-time MLA Suresh 
Kumar Routray Saturday visit-
ed the state party headquarters 
here.

Routray said: “I was in acute 
pain for the last nine months af-
ter being expelled from the Con-
gress. I have been in Congress 
for last fi ve decades. Congress 
is a temple and Nehru family 
is God for me. I am happy to 
return home.”

Routray was expelled from 
the party during the 2024 gen-
eral elections on charge of an-
ti-party activities. His younger 
son Manmath Routray had con-
tested as a BJD candidate and 
the father was accused of cam-
paigning for his son and against 
the Congress candidate in the 
Bhubaneswar Lok Sabha seat.

"Some people conspired 
against me and succeeded in 
removing me from the party. 
Now I will be actively work for 
the party,” Routray said. He 
was expelled from the party for 
six years. “For the last 50 years, I 
have been working for Congress. 
I am still in Congress and will 
remain forever in the party,” he 
said. Meanwhile, speculation 
was rife that another Congress 
leader Bhupinder Singh who 
joined the BJD in 2014 may re-
turn to the party. 

SURA ROUTRAY
BACK IN CONG

Child marriages go unabated14 Kumbh pilgrims 
killed in mishaps

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: The 
inventory of valuables stored 
inside the Ratna Bhandar of 
Jagannath Temple will be con-
ducted after the completion of 
ongoing repair work in the trea-
sury, Law Minister Prithiviraj 
Harichandan informed the As-
sembly Saturday.

In a written reply to a ques-
tion from BJD MLA Tusharkan-
ti Behera, the minister said that 
the Ratna Bhandar was opened 
July 14, 2024 in accordance with 
the guidelines approved by the 

state government.
After shifting the ornaments 

from the treasury, the repair 
work is under progress by the 
ASI (Archaeological Survey of 
India), he said.

“After completion of the re-
pair work, the inventory of the 
ornaments will be carried out. 
Only after that, comprehensive 
details about the ornaments 
can be disclosed,” added the 
minister. The previous inven-
tory of the valuables stored 
inside Ratna Bhandar was con-
ducted from May 13 to July 23, 
1978, he said.

Inventory of Ratna Bhandar 
valuables after repairs: Min

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) 
offi cers are now prohibited 
from taking leave without prior 
approval from the Chief Secre-
tary, according to a notifi cation 
issued Saturday by the Gener-
al Administration and Public 
Grievance department.

Reports have indicated that 
several offi cers have been 
taking leave without authori-
sation, leading to disruptions 
in administrative work. The 
government has taken note 
of such cases and decided to 

enforce discipline within the 
bureaucratic setup.

“It has come to our attention 
that, in some cases, offi cers 
are availing leave or leaving 
headquarters without obtain-
ing prior permission from the 
Chief Secretary. This results 
in unavoidable dislocation of 
offi cial work,” the notifi cation 
read.

“It is therefore decided that, 
prior permission from the Chief 
Secretary shall be mandatory 
for all IAS offi cers of the state 
while availing leave as well as 
leaving headquarters,” it fur-
ther stated.

No leave for IAS offi cers 
without Chief Secy nod

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: De-
spite signifi cant efforts to 
eradicate the practice, child 
marriages continue to be a 
major issue in the state. Gov-

ernment data reveals that the 
state has recorded a staggering 
8,159 instances of child mar-
riages over the past six years.

In a written response to 
the Assembly, Odisha Deputy 
Chief Minister Pravati Parida 

highlighted that Nabarangpur 
district has the highest number 
of child marriage cases, with a 
total of 1,347 instances. Ganjam 
district follows closely with 966 
cases, while Koraput district 
accounts for 636 instances. 
The other districts that have 

featured prominently in the 
list include Mayurbhanj (594), 
Rayagada (408), Balasore (361), 
Keonjhar (328), Nayagarh (308), 
Kandhamal (308) and Cuttack 
(154). Signifi cantly, Khurdha, 
of which capital city Bhu-
baneswar is a part, also over a 
hundred child marriages since 
2019. The district records 110 
child marriages in the last six 
years. These fi gures under-
score the severity of the prob-
lem in these regions.

In addition to child mar-
riages, the state is also grap-
pling with the issue of child 
labour. Over the same period, 
authorities have rescued 328 
children who were working as 
labourers. MORE P3

Though the government has set an ambitious target to make the state 
child marriage-free by 2030, it appears to be a distant dream if the rev-
elation made by Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida on the fl oor of 
Assembly Saturday is any indication. Despite awareness programmes 
at various levels and stricter law, over 8,100 child marriages were held 
in the state in the last six years. Worse, a recent study by the National 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) revealed that over 
11,000 children in Odisha are vulnerable to child marriages. The report 
was based on data from the 2023-24 academic session which showed 
high rates of school absenteeism and dropouts. Although it has been 
nearly two decades since the promulgation of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006, instances of underage marriages still continue 
largely due to the absence of proper monitoring and law enforcement

VICTORY MARCH: Indian eves celebrate as they began their campaign in the Women’s Pro League with a 3-2 win over higher-ranked England at the Kalinga Stadium, 
Bhubaneswar, Saturday PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, Feb 15: In a 
shocking incident, a man, 
his daughter and grandson 
died by hanging inside their 
house at Chaulia Khamar vil-
lage under the Sadar police 
limits in this district, police 
said Saturday.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Shankarsan Das, 70, 
a retired Railway employee, 
his daughter Subarna Das, 
40, and grandson Santosh 
Kumar Das, 18. 

The matter came to the 
fore after villagers found 
stench emanating from a 

room.  On being alerted, 
Additional Superintendent 
of Police (ASP) Surya Mani 
Pradhan, and other police 
personnel conducted a probe. 
A forensic team was pressed 
into service. The bodies 
were brought and sent for 
post-mortem. 

Preliminary inquiry sug-
gested that they might have 
died by suicide over suspected  
depression Wednesday.

Sources said that Shan-
karshan was staying in the 
village with his wife, Push-
panjali, 67, after his retire-
ment nearly a decade ago. 
His daughter, Subarna, had 

married in the Kankadahad 
block but had returned to her 
parental home due to marital 
disputes. Her son, Santosh, 
was a  Class XII student.

Shankarsan’s only son, 
Prasanna, had been residing 
in Dhenkanal town for the 
past 20 years. Locals said that 
mental distress might have 
forced the family to stay in 
the village.

Pushpanjali found her hus-
band, daughter, and grand-
son hanging in two separate 
rooms of the house and in-
formed villagers. 

The cause of death remains 
unclear, the ASP said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Prayagraj/ Dahold, Feb 15: 
As many as 14 Maha Kumbh 
pilgrims died in separate inci-
dents, Saturday. In the fi rst in-
cident, 10 persons travelling in 
a SUV were killed in a head-on 
collision with a bus on a high-
way in the Meja police station 
area of Prayagraj late Friday 
night, police said on Saturday.

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (DCP) Vivek Chandra 
Yadav said devotees from Ch-
hattisgarh’s Korba district were 
heading to the Maha Kumbh to 
take a dip when the Bolero they 
were travelling in collided head-
on with a bus on the highway.

All the 10 people travelling in 
the Bolero died in the accident, 
while those in the bus suffered 
minor injuries, the DCP said.

“The news of the death of ma-
ny people in a road accident on 
Mirzapur Highway in Prayagraj, 
Uttar Pradesh is extremely sad. 
I express my condolences to the 
families of the deceased. I wish 
for the speedy recovery of all 
those injured,” Murmu said in a 
post on X in Hindi. Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 
also expressed grief over the loss 
of lives in the accident.

In the other incident, four 
persons were killed and six 
sustained injuries after a tour-
ist van carrying pilgrims from 
the Maha Kumbh rammed 
into a stationary truck on a 
highway in Gujarat's Dahod 
district Saturday, police said.

The accident occurred 
around 2.15 am on the In-
dore-Ahmedabad highway near 
Limkheda, an offi cial said. 

3 of family found hanging in Dhenkanal

State economy 
to grow by 7.2%
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: Odisha’s 
economy is estimated to grow 
by 7.2 per cent in the current 
fi nancial year, which is higher 
than the all-India growth rate 
of 6.4 per cent, according to the 
state economic survey report for 
the 2024-25 fi scal.

The report, which was laid 
before the state Assembly Sat-
urday evening, stated that the 
size of state’s economy proxied 
by GSDP at current prices is es-
timated to be at `9.5 lakh crore 
in 2024-25 which has increased 
by 10 per cent from `8.6 lakh 
crore in the 2023-24 fi scal.

All the sectors have shown 
robust growth in the fi nancial 
year 2024-25 and the state is 
poised for rapid growth in the 
years ahead. Higher capital 
investment and investment in-
tent received through Utkarsh 
Odisha would further increase 
growth rate in the state in 
future, an offi cial statement 
highlighting the key points of 
the report said.

Similarly, the per capita in-
come has increased by 10.6 per 
cent to reach `1,82,548 in 2024-
25 (advance estimate) while per 
capita income at all-India level 

has gone up by 8.7 per cent.
The state's per capita income 

is 8.8 per cent less than India’s 
per capita income of `2,00,162 in 
2024-25 and is on a convergent 
path, it said. Agriculture and al-
lied sector have registered a ro-
bust growth rate of 3.3 per cent 
in 2024-25, which contributed 
19 per cent to the Gross State 
Value Added (GSVA).

The agriculture sector in Odi-
sha is growing on an average 
higher than the country. Over 
the last fi ve years, the agricul-
ture sector in Odisha grew at 
7 per cent against the national 
growth level of 4.1 per cent.

Similarly, the industry sector 
in Odisha is expected to grow 
at 6.1 per cent in 2024-25 as per 
advance estimates contributing 
43.9 per cent to the Gross State 
Value Added (GSVA).

The services sector is esti-
mated to grow at 10 per cent 
in 2024-25 contributing around 
37.1 per cent to the state's econ-
omy, it said.

Further, the state allocated 
nearly `58,195 crore towards 
capital outlay in 2024-25 (budget 
estimates), which is 6.1 per cent 
of GSDP. The state has the high-
est capital outlay to GSDP among 
major states in India, it said.



Mumbai: 
Rashmika 

Mandanna is 
back to shoot with 

the Salman Khan-star-
rer Sikandar and said 
that she is back to “this 
chaotic life of an actor”.

The Animal actress 
took to Instagram 
stories, where she 
mentioned that she 
is busy with Sikan-

dar night shoot. She 
shared a picture of 
herself making a 
Korean heart as 
she posed for the cameras.

For the caption, the Chhaava actress wrote: “PS - Sikandar night shoot. 
I guess fi nally we are back to this chaotic life of an actor.

Sikandar marks Salman’s return to the big screen after more than a 
year. The superstar was last seen in Tiger 3. The teaser is further ele-
vated by an electrifying background score composed by the acclaimed 
Santosh Narayanan, whose music perfectly complements the intensity 
and grandeur of the visuals.

Rashmika’s latest release is Chhaava, where she plays the role of 
Maharani Yesubai. The fi lm is a cinematic adaptation of the Marathi 
novel Chhava by Shivaji Sawant. It sheds light on the political turmoil 
after the demise of Shivaji Maharaj when Shivaji Sambhaji decided 
to take over the empire.

The actress is also set to appear in several other major releases this 
year, including Kubera featuring Dhanush.  IANS

Ganesha predicts that today, 
you will be successful in 
money matters. There is, at best, only 
an outside chance that any stimulating 
event or thrilling escapade will occur to-
day. In short, the day may be boring. Fret 
not as the dreary day may change into an 
exhilarating evening, feels Ganesha.

It is better for you to swim 
with the current in all of 
today's dealings, suggests 
Ganesha. This will help you effortlessly 
deal with even the most morbid state 
of affairs. No need to be a hero, today. 
Pleasure is the key word for you. Your 
performance will be satisfying at work, 
and more than satisfying back home.

Today, Ganesha advises you 
to keep the Bhagavad Gita’s 
verses in mind, and persist 
in fulfi lling your duties without bothering 
about the fruits of your labour. Put in 
some extra effort to fi nish off whatever 
you undertake today. Patience bears its 
fruits and they are always sweet. Also, 
Ganesha reminds you that anybody can 
enjoy pleasure, but only few can handle 
pressure. So, take your pick!

You better identify your 
worth in the realms of 
emotions, feelings and senti-
ments. You shall warm up to and about 
everything – from play to colleagues to 
family. Simultaneously, you may realise 
where your limitations are. Ganesha 
predicts that the artist in you will fl our-
ish beginning today.

It is likely that you shall learn 
an important lesson in life to-
day. Remember that spite and 
envy beget enemies. Ganesha advises you 
to display some errors so as to make you 
seem more human and approachable.

Today, fi nd yourself driving 
all your thoughts and actions 
towards your family. You 
will also spend some superb time with 
your dearie and discuss intimate matters. 
A relaxing day today as you spend time 
with your friends and family, chilling out 
and having a good laugh or two.

It's time to prove your extraor-
dinary skills as a professional, 
says Ganesha. You will go out 
of your way, and even double your efforts 
to accomplish set goals, and chances are 
that you might succeed. Family and friends 
will be glad that could take out time to 
spend some happy hours with them. You 
will also let them know that they mean the 
world to you, and no matter what, you will 
be there whenever they need you.

The day begins on high note. 
You work hard, put your 
best foot forward and at the 
end get the fi nal output as per your re-
quirements. Romantic and beautiful, the 
setting Sun will bring the softer side of 
your personality to the fore as you will 
spend the evening with your sweetheart, 
predicts Ganesha.

For you, today will be all 
work and no pay, says Gane-
sha. This, however, will not 
stop you from putting in extra efforts to 
fi nish your pending projects and to meet 
your deadlines. Who else but a Virgo to 
handle the pain nonchalantly without 
bemoaning the lack of pleasure?

Ganesha says that today in 
your offi ce you should be 
very careful in your work. It is likely that 
your superiors will not be happy about 
your work or your ability today. Those of 
you who are businessmen should try and 
delay sending off tenders today. Those 
who have given their job interviews may 
not get a favorable response to it. There 
may be a delay in getting your call letters. 

You will not only make plans, 
but will also act on them. So 
you can save money, time and energy for 
creative pursuits. The quality of your work 
and accomplishments will be high. Your 
creativity plays a key role in your accom-
plishments in career or business.

Today ideas will fl ood your 
mind, but it is good that you 
will be able to carry them 
out effi ciently. However, Ganesha warns 
you not to take brash decisions. Wise 
people will help you along the way. Pay 
heed to the advise of experienced people.
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HOW A PHONE CALL SAVED 
MANDY MOORE’S LIFE

KIDMAN: I FEEL IN TUNE 
WITH WOMEN'S STORIES

Hollywood star Mandy Moore credits a 
phone call from her brother-in-law for 
saving her family as California wildfi res 
neared. Before the offi cial evacuation 
order, she and her family quickly left their 
home, escaping danger in time.

Nicole Kidman has talked about what has 
motivated her to work with several female 
directors. She said that she wants to work 
with female directors because she feels “in 
tune with women’s stories” as a “mother, 
daughter, wife, producer and actress”.
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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Mumbai: Kangana Ranaut is successful-
ly balancing her dual roles as an actress 
and a politician. As the Member of Par-
liament from Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi 
constituency, she continues to shine in 
the film industry while navigating pol-
itics.

In a recent interview, The Queen ac-
tress shared insights into her evolving 
perspective on homemaking. She recalled 
how her mother once emphasised the im-
portance of managing a household, from 
making achar (pickle) to growing vegeta-
bles. Initially, Kangana dismissed these 
ideas as outdated, but over time, she 
grew to appreciate them. Remembering 
her words, she said, “My mom used to 
say that as a woman, you should be more 
invested in homemaking—from making 
achar (pickle) to ghee (clarified butter) to 
growing vegetables. I used to think she 
was saying such silly things. But now, I 
see things differently.”

She went on to say, “I used to think 
that I was one of the youngest and richest 
women in the country. But today I am say-

ing the same 
thing…I think 
that is the 
evolution 
of wom-
en. I read 
a quote 
that ‘You 
are not 
born as 
a wom-
an, but 
you 
grow 
to be a 
wom-
an’… 
Today, my 
mother is 
happy, and she 
thinks I have 
matured and 
become wiser.” 
 
AGENCIES

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: The 
state government, through its 
Social Security and Empow-
erment of Persons with Dis-
abilities (SSEPD) department, 
has announced to organise 
the National Short Film Festi-
val on Disability Issues, titled 
‘Samarthya’. 

The festival, to be organised 
by RR Events & Cine Produc-
tion, aims to shed light on the 
challenges faced by individuals 
with disabilities while encour-
aging their participation in 
various fi elds and advocating 
for their rights.

The details of the festival were 
unveiled during a press meet 
held at a City hotel Saturday 

which was attended by eminent 
personalities from the fi lm in-
dustry and government offi cials. 

Director, RR Events & Cine 
Production, Ramesh Barik 
said the festival will accept 
fi lm submissions from Febru-
ary 17 to March 10, 2025. “Film-
makers, students, and content 
creators from across the coun-

try are invited to participate 
by submitting short fi lms 
with duration of two to fi ve 
minutes, focusing on themes 
related to disability, inclusion, 
and empowerment,” he said.

Barik said a thorough eval-
uation process has been put 
in place, with jury screenings 
scheduled from March 13 to 

March 16, 2025. The shortlisted 
fi lms will compete in various 
categories, with winners to 
be announced during a Grand 
Award Ceremony March 19, 
2025. 

The event will witness the 
presence of celebrities from the 
Hindi and Odia fi lm industries, 
he said.

The Odisha government has 
allocated Rs 10 lakh in prize 
money, to be distributed across 
multiple categories.

Among those present on the 
occasion included actress Ar-
chita Sahu, fi lmmaker Sabya-
sachi Mahapatra, actress Pinki 
Pradhan, Additional Secretary 
SSEPD Deepak Rautarai, and 
Departmental Director SSEPD 
Niyati Pattnaik. 

State to host ‘National Short 
Film Festival on Disability Issues’

Rashmika 
talks about 
‘chaotic life 
of an actor’

Mumbai: Chak De! India remains a landmark fi lm for its 
powerful portrayal of women in sports and Shah Rukh 
Khan’s unforgettable role as Kabir Khan. Recently, Sagari-
ka Ghatge, who played Preeti Sabarwal, refl ected on fi lming 
a pivotal scene where she intensely locked eyes with SRK.

In an interview with Hauterrfl y, Sagarika shared that this 
was her fi rst proper scene with Shah Rukh, making her 
extremely nervous. Until then, her char-
acter had mostly appeared in group 
scenes with minimal dialogue. 

However, SRK’s reassur-
ing presence helped 
ease her nerves.

“She (Preeti Sabarw-
al) didn’t have much to 

say. She was a quiet char-
acter in that way. I was so 
nervous, but he made it so 

comfortable. All he told 
me was, ‘Just be yourself, 

don’t think about anything 
else,’” she recalled.

Directed by Shimit Amin, 
Chak De! India follows for-
mer hockey captain Kabir 
Khan as he seeks redemption 

by coaching India’s women’s 
hockey team.

Beyond Chak De! India, 
Sagarika has appeared in Fox, 

Miley Naa Miley Hum, and Prema-
chi Goshta. She also made her dig-

ital debut with BOSS: Baap of Spe-
cial Services.  

 AGENCIES

Kangana on 
homemaking

Sagarika all praise for SRK
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EXAM TIME
As CBSE annual examinations 

begin Saturday, Class X 
students enter Kendriya 

Vidyalaya No. 1, an exam 
centre, in Bhubaneswar

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: The Odi-
sha Assembly witnessed ruckus 
for the second consecutive day Sat-
urday as Opposition Biju Janata 
Dal (BJD) and Congress members 
demanded a special discussion on 
farmers’ issues, including deaths 
following crop loss, while a senior 
BJP leader accused former bureau-
crat VK Pandian of ‘controlling’ 
the actions of BJD members in 
the House.

As the House assembled for 
Question Hour at 10.30am, the 
Opposition members trooped into 
the well of the House even before 
Speaker Surama Padhy took her 
seat and raised slogans against the 
BJP government. They demanded 
that a special discussion be held on 
the farmers’ issues after suspend-
ing all the business in the House.

While most of the BJD and 
Congress MLAs were in the well 
of the House, Congress member 
Taraprasad Bahinipati was seen 

raising slogans standing on a chair 
near the Speaker’s podium.

Leader of Opposition Naveen 
Patnaik was present in the House 
when the BJD and Congress mem-
bers were agitating in the well of 
the House.

As the Speaker’s repeated ap-
peal to agitating members to re-
turn to their seats went in vain, 
she adjourned the proceedings till 
noon.

After the adjournment of the 
House, BJD members marched 
to Raj Bhavan and submitted a 
memorandum to Governor Hari 
Babu Kambhampati on the farm-
ers’ issues.

“There is nothing more im-
portant than the farmers’ plight. 
The farmers are not being given 
proper compensation for the crop 
loss due to the unseasonal rain in 
December last year. As many as 
14 farmers died due to crop loss, 
some of them due to cardiac ar-
rest. The farmers collapsed on 
their paddy fi elds and died, but the 

government has not given a single 
rupee as compensation to the next 
of kin,” BJD deputy leader in As-
sembly Prasanna Acharya said.

When the House reassembled af-
ter the adjournment, it witnessed 
an uproarious scene as senior BJP 
leader Jayanarayan Mishra ac-
cused former bureaucrat VK Pan-
dian, who was close to former CM 
Naveen Patnaik, of ‘controlling’ 
the BJD members and their ac-
tions in the Assembly.

Mishra blamed the BJD mem-
bers for disrupting the proceedings 
even after the Speaker agreed for a 
discussion on the farmers’ issues.

“Why do they create ruckus and 
waste valuable time of the House?” 
Mishra questioned.

“When I asked BJD members 
about this in the lobby (a common 
area for MLAs in the Assembly), 
they replied they are doing so un-
der the instruction of Pandian,” 
Mishra said, questioning, “Will 
Pandian run the House?”

Mishra alleged that there is a 

competition among BJD MLAs to 
become Pandian’s favourite. Mish-
ra’s statement sparked a row and 
the House witnessed noisy scenes 
with the BJD members strongly 
objecting to the allegation. They 
also demanded that Pandian’s 
name be expunged from the As-
sembly records.

“As per norms of the House, 
the name of a person who is not 
a member of the Assembly should 
not be taken in the House. If the 
senior MLA (Mishra) has any 
proof, he should present it before 
the House. He should also name 
the BJD MLAs who gave him 
such information in the lobby,” 
Opposition Chief Whip Pramila 
Mallik said.

Senior BJD member PK Deb 
said they demand a special dis-
cussion on farmers’ issues and not 
a debate under the norms of the 
notice for an adjournment motion 
which is held for only 55 minutes. 
“Since farmers’ issues are much 
bigger and important, those should 
be discussed in details. We demand 
a special discussion and not a 
55-minute debate,” Deb said.

Outside the House, Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Mukesh 
Mahaling told reporters, “The Op-
position plays the role of escapist 
and does not come for discussion 
even as the Speaker has allowed 
for a debate. They (Opposition) are 
afraid of a debate. The BJD does 
not have the habit of playing the 
role of an Opposition party and 
is therefore failing in its new av-
atar.”

Congress MLA Taraprasad 
Bahinipati also accused the BJD 
of disrupting the Assembly. “We 
had moved an adjournment mo-
tion for discussion on the farm-
ers’ issues and the Speaker had 
accepted it. The Congress was 
ready for the discussion, but the 
BJD members stalled the House, 
which is against the interest of 
the farmers,” he said. 

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: Keeping in 
view the diffi culties faced by people in 
remote pockets where there 
is lack of internet con-
nectivity, the state 
government has once 
again extended the 
deadline for e-KYC 
(know your cus-
tomer) verifi cation 
of ration card hold-
ers from February 15 
to March 31, Food Sup-
plies and Consumer Welfare 
Minister Krushna Chandra Patra said 
Saturday.

This is the third time the state govern-
ment has extended the time for e-KYC 
verifi cation of the ration card holders. 
The e-KYC verifi cation process was 
supposed to end December 31, last year.

Earlier, the government had extended 
the deadline to January 31, then till Feb-
ruary 15, and now, the fresh deadline is 
March 31, 2025.

Speaking to reporters here, Patra said 
the extension was made considering the 
diffi culties faced by the people due to the 
lack of internet services in remote areas.

Efforts are underway to enhance the 
connectivity infrastructure with net-
work devices set to be deployed at 341 
locations throughout the state, he said.

Out of the total of 11,840 fair price 
shops or public distribution system 
(PDS) points, 341 are operating offl ine, 
of which there is no network at 230 
points, and the internet services are 
very slow at the remaining 111 loca-
tions, Patra pointed out.

He said that a total of 3.25 crore people 
are benefi ciaries of the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA), and 6.48 lakh peo-
ple have been covered under the State 
Food Security Scheme (SFSS).

Of the total of 3.32 crore PDS bene-
fi ciaries under both central and state 
schemes, more than 33 lakh people have 
not completed their e-KYC verifi cation 
process, the minister said, adding that 
nearly 12 lakh e-KYCs are pending in 
remote locations. The government 
has extended the deadline across the 
state for the left-out people to com-
plete the process.

The government’s e-KYC process 
requires Aadhaar-based biometric 
authentication for each family mem-
ber through e-POS machines.

Every beneficiary under PDS will 
need to visit the nearest fair price 
shop for e-KYC verification, official 
sources said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

 
Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: The 
state Energy department has 
urged the Director General of 
Police (DGP) YB Khurania to 
ensure stringent enforcement 
of Essential Services Mainte-
nance Act (ESMA), 1988 which 
is in force on employees of all 
power utilities in the state till 
April 20 this year. 

The state government has 
promulgated ESMA on pow-
er utilities such as GRIDCO, 
Odisha Power Transmission 
Corporation Limited (OPTCL), 
Odisha Hydro Power Corpo-
ration (OHPC), Odisha Power 
Generation Corporation (OP-
GC) and power distribution 
companies October 21, 2024 for 
a period of six months to pre-
vent any incidence of strike 
and maintain industrial peace.

In a letter to the DGP Friday, 
Energy department Principal 
Secretary Vishal Dev said de-
gree and diploma engineers 
of Tata Power Central Odisha 
Distribution Ltd (TPCODL) 
staged a dharna outside the 
corporate offi ce here in protest 
against their routine transfer 
leading to law and order sit-
uation.

The senior management of 
the company and even female 
employees were denied exit 
from the building even after 
offi ce hours recently. The sit-
uation was brought under con-
trol after the intervention of 
police administration, he said.

The discom management 
initiated disciplinary proceed-
ings against such unruly be-
haviour of the demonstrators 
and lodged FIRs against four 
association leaders and seven 
other engineers.

Subsequently, after the in-
tervention of Deputy Chief 
Minister Kanak Vardhan 
Singh Deo, the transfer orders 
were modifi ed and TPCODL 
management decided to with-
draw the departmental pro-
ceedings as a goodwill gesture.

However, the protesters 
have decided to take their 
demonstration to the next 
level by gathering in large 
numbers from February 11 de-
manding immediate withdraw-
al of the chargesheet against 11 
offi cials, Dev said.

Farmer issues rock House for 2nd day

Police help sought for 
ESMA enforcement 
on discom employees

PDS RATION

Min: e-KYC verifi cation 
extended till March 31

Out of the total of 11,840 fair price 
shops in the state, 341 are operating 

offl ine, of which there is no network at 
230 points

There are 3.32 crore PDS 
benefi ciaries under both Central 

and state schemes, of whom more 
than 33 lakh have not completed their 
e-KYC verifi cation 

Efforts are underway to enhance 
connectivity infrastructure with 

network devices set to be deployed at 
341 locations in the state, says FS&CW 
minister

IN A NUTSHELL

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: A ‘Mo Bus’ 
driver was arrested by the Tamando 
police on charges of killing a person 
and injuring fi ve others late Friday 
night, offi cial sources said Saturday.

The accused has been identifi ed 
as Prasanta Kumar Chhotray, 31, of 
Bolgarh.

According to Tamando police, Nan-
dini Pradhan, her brother Bidyasagar 
Pradhan and their mother Rajkumari 
Pradhan were waiting for a bus near 
DN Regalia Mall when a ‘Mo Bus’, 
driven by Prasanta, hit them and 
dragged them for a few metres. 

Three others – Satyaban Nayak, his 
wife Angelina Nayak and their son-in-
law Sikandar Parida – were also hit 
by the speeding ‘Mo Bus’, they said.

Soon, they were rushed to Capital 
Hospital, where Nandini was declared 
‘brought dead’ and others were admit-
ted.

Instead of helping victims, Prasanta 
tried to fl ee the scene, police said, add-
ing that angry locals, however, nabbed 
him, and vandalised the bus. 

On being informed police reached 
the spot and placated them. 

Prasanta has been booked under 
Sections 281, 125(a)(b), and 106(1) of 
BNS, they said. 

Mo Bus driver held over fatal mishap
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KLF Book Awards 
announced at IIC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: Odisha 
University of Technology and 
Research (OUTR), in collabo-
ration with the Government 
of Odisha, organised a one-day 
workshop on “Standards & 
Labeling with PM Surya Ghar 

and Energy Literacy-2025” here 
Saturday.

The workshop aimed to pro-
mote solar energy adoption by 
providing fi nancial incentives 
for rooftop solar installations, 
enabling users to generate cost-
free electricity.

OUTR vice-chancellor Bibhu-

ti Bhusan Biswal, the chief 
guest, emphasised the impor-
tance of renewable energy util-
isation and encouraged youth 
participation in sustainable en-
ergy awareness. Guest of hon-
our, EIC (Electricity)-cum-Prin-
cipal Chief Electrical Inspector 
Pyari Mohan Mishra, stressed 
the need for grassroots-level 
energy effi ciency and spread-
ing awareness about carbon 
emission reduction.

Experts AK Barisal, Lok-
nath Tripathy, Sribatsa Be-
hera, and UK Rout shared 
insights on energy literacy 
and sustainable practices. 
The event concluded with 
technical sessions and panel 
discussions on the benefi ts of 
solar energy, electricity con-
servation, and best practices, 
reinforcing OUTR’s commit-
ment to a sustainable and 
energy-effi cient future.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: The 
oil industry, under the Minis-
try of Petroleum & Natural Gas 
(MoPNG), launched the fuel 
conservation awareness drive 
‘Saksham-2025’ at the Institute 
of Life Sciences here Friday.

The campaign, themed 
“Cleaner Environment through 
Green and Clean Energy,” aims 
to promote fuel conservation 
for environmental and health 
benefi ts while reducing In-
dia’s crude oil dependence. The 
awareness drive will run until 
February 28.

IOCL Odisha State Offi ce 
general manager (Lubes) S 

Lakshmana Perumal delivered 
the welcome address, while IO-
CL chief general manager and 
State Head Kamal Sheel inau-
gurated the event, outlining 
various awareness initiatives 
planned over the next 15 days.

Noted Odissi music expert 
and Utkal University of Cul-
ture associate professor Sangi-
ta Gosain delivered the keynote 
address. Senior offi cials from 
HPCL, BPCL, GAIL, and IOCL 
attended, along with over 140 
students from schools and col-
leges across Odisha.

The event concluded with a 
vote of thanks by GAIL deputy 
general manager (Coordina-
tion) Nigamananda Mishra.

Fuel conservation drive 
‘Saksham-2025’ kicks off

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: In a bid 
to promote eco-friendly celebra-
tions, Unmukt Foundation has 
initiated hands-on workshops 
to teach children how to make 
natural Holi colours. Supported 
by Khurda Collector Chanchal 
Rana, the initiative aims to re-
place harmful chemical-based 
colours with safe, sustainable 
alternatives.

The workshops were con-
ducted at two schools—Gov-
ernment Upper Primary School 
and Govt. Nodal High School—
Saturday. Using natural ingre-

dients like turmeric, beetroot, 
and spinach, the foundation 
ensures that the colours are 
safe for both the skin and the 
environment.

“The workshop changed 

my perspective. I’ll never use 
chemical colours again and 
will pass on this tradition to my 
daughter,” said a teacher from 
Government Upper Primary 
School, Baramunda. A student 

from Govt. Nodal High School, 
Khandagiri, added, “I never 
realised synthetic colours were 
harming my health and costing 
my family. Now, I know how to 
protect myself.”

Volunteers from the SOA 
National Institute of Law 
(SNIL) played a crucial role 
in making the event a success. 
Shweta Aggarwal, CEO and 
founder of Unmukt Founda-
tion, expressed gratitude for 
the growing support. “Every 
year, children excitedly say 
they will make and teach oth-
ers. This enthusiasm drives us 
to keep going,” she said.

Unmukt hosts eco-friendly holi workshop

OUTR holds workshop on
solar energy & literacy

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: With 
rising temperatures due to 
erratic climatic conditions 
and urban heat retention, the 
Housing & Urban Development 
(H&UD) department has issued 
a standard operating procedure 
(SOP) to mitigate the impact of 
heatwaves in urban areas.

All urban local bodies (ULBs) 
and the public health engineer-
ing organisation (PHEO) have 
been instructed to ensure an 
uninterrupted drinking water 
supply. Water pipelines must be 
maintained, and complaints re-
garding water scarcity should 
be addressed within 24 hours. 
Water tankers will be deployed 
in shortage-prone areas, with 
additional tankers arranged as 
needed. Hand pumps and tube 
wells must remain functional, 

with spare parts readily avail-
able for repairs.

Control rooms will operate 
in PHEO and WATCO offi ces 
to handle water-related com-
plaints. Authorities must track 
heatwave warnings issued by 
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) and liaise with 
the state emergency operations 
centre (EOC) if necessary.

ULBs will set up drinking 
water kiosks, known as Pani-
ya Jal Bitaran Kendra, at key 
locations such as bus stands, 
railway stations, markets, and 
government offi ces. 

These kiosks, managed by 
Mission Shakti SHGs, NGOs, 
and local federations, must 
ensure hygienic water dis-
tribution with long-handle 
dispensers and daily water 
replacement. Strict action will 
be taken against organisations 

that discontinue services after 
initial publicity.

To combat heat retention 
and air pollution, authorities 
will strictly enforce bans on 
burning municipal solid waste, 
garden residues, and coal bri-
quettes used by roadside eater-
ies. Residents are encouraged 
to place water pots outside their 
homes for birds and animals, 
ensuring they are cleaned ev-
ery alternate day.

Construction agencies and 
households must cover con-
struction sites to prevent dust 
pollution and ensure proper 
disposal of debris. Sprinkling 
water over uncovered areas 
and covering transport vehicles 
carrying sand, cement, and de-
bris with tarpaulin sheets will 
be mandated. Additionally, the 
roadside earthen layer should 
be maintained at a lower level 
than the metal road to prevent 
dust accumulation.

To enhance urban resilience, 
water bodies in and around cit-
ies will be rejuvenated, restored, 
and cleaned for public use. Au-
thorities, including the police, 
forest department, and Odisha 
State Pollution Control Board 
(OSPCB), have been directed to 
strictly enforce environmental 
laws and National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) guidelines.

The Odisha government re-
mains committed to ensuring 
that urban areas are equipped 
to handle extreme heat, pro-
tecting residents from its 
adverse effects.

Govt gears up to
tackle heatwave

Steps planned to ensure water supply, control pollution, and protect urban areas

DOG SHOW IN CITY

Around 48 breeds of dogs, including Great Dane, Labrador Retriever, Golden Retriever, Beagle, Akita Inu, Indian Pariha, Sidz, German Shepherd, French 
Bulldog and Rottweiler participated in a Dog Show organised at Baramunda Biju Patnaik ground on the second day of Matsya Pranee Samavesh Odisha 
in Bhubaneswar, Saturday   OP PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: Lead-
er of Opposition in Assembly 
Naveen Patnaik Saturday said 
that falsehood may cover the 
truth for some time, but not 
for all times.

Patnaik said this while ad-
dressing a function of a local 
television channel in the Cap-
ital city.

“Falsehood may cover the 
truth for some time, but not 
for all times. So, media should 
be the beacon of truth and high-
light the successes and suffer-
ings of common man despite 
pressures and challenges,” 
Patnaik said.

Noting that social media 
is getting popular among the 
youth in the present day, Pat-
naik said one should guard 
against its abuses and misuses 
through spreading misinforma-
tion and fake news.

Patnaik, who was chief min-
ister from 2000 to 2024, said that 
the mainstream media should 
also brace up for the challenges 
and opportunities, because of, 
emerging technology, especial-
ly Artifi cial Intelligence (AI).

“So, the responsibility lies 
with the mainstream media to 
check facts, be the voice of the 
voiceless and strengthen the 
socio-democratic fabric of our 
great country,” Patnaik said.

Stressing on the nomencla-
ture of the private television 
channel ‘Nandighosha’, Pat-
naik said the very word has 
emotional links with lakhs of 
devotees of Lord Jagannath. 
The chariot of Lord Jagannath 
is known as ‘Nandighosha’, 
he said.

He said “Nandighosha TV 
will become the voice of the 
people and play a vital role 
in the development journey 
of Odisha.”

Falsehood can’t hide 
truth forever: Patnaik

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi/ Bhubaneswar, 
Feb 15: The Kalinga Literary 
Festival (KLF) announced 
the winners of the KLF Book 
Awards 2025 at a ceremony 
held at the India International 
Centre (IIC) in New Delhi. The 
awards recognised outstanding 
literary contributions across 12 
categories, including seven in 
English and fi ve in Hindi.

Union Minister for Tourism 
and Culture, Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, attended as the 
chief guest and highlighted 
the signifi cance of storytelling 
in India’s literary tradition. “I 
extend my heartfelt congratu-
lations to the esteemed authors 
whose works uphold our rich 
cultural heritage. They are both 
artistes and artisans,” he said.

KLF CEO and patron Ashok 
Kumar Bal, in his inaugural ad-
dress, reaffi rmed the festival’s 
mission to promote literary 
discourse. “The award-win-
ning books are more than liter-
ary masterpieces—they shape 
intellectual discussions and 
broaden worldviews,” he noted.

Established in 2021, the KLF 
Book Awards celebrate liter-
ary excellence across genres, 
honoring both emerging and 
established writers while 
contributing to the future of 
Indian literature.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: Gov-
ernor Hari Babu Kambhampa-
ti reviewed Odisha’s fi sheries 
sector in a high-level meeting 
at Raj Bhavan Saturday. The 
meeting, attended by Fisheries 
and Animal Resources Devel-
opment Minister Gokulanan-
da Mallik, offi cials from the 
Fisheries department, OPDC, 
ICAR-CIFA, College of Fisher-
ies, and industry representa-
tives, focused on enhancing fi sh 
production and implementing 
better policies.

The Governor stressed the 
need for identifying potential 
areas for fi sh farming through 
district-wise surveys and en-
suring annual expansion of 
aquaculture land. With only 
0.33 lakh hectares of Odisha’s 
4 lakh hectares of brackish wa-
ter under cultivation, he urged 
immediate steps to bring more 
land under aquaculture.

He emphasised scientific 
fish farming, quality con-
trol, and infrastructure de-
velopment, including estab-
lishing more hatcheries and 
ice plants. Under Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya Sampada Yo-
jana (PMMSY), he suggested 
utilising subsidies for area 
expansion and urged better 
transportation facilities for 
fish farmers.

The Governor also high-
lighted the importance of 
data-driven planning to 
bridge the gap between sup-
ply and demand, stressing 
self-reliance through tech-
nology-driven solutions and 
financial assistance. Officials 
were directed to allocate un-
utilised funds by the fiscal 
year-end to benefit more 
farmers.

Guv pushes for fi sheries growth

SILVER JUBILEE: As Arundhati Meher and Brahmananda Meher, manag-
ing director of Arundhati Jewellers, celebrate 25 years of their beautiful 
journey together, Dharitri and Orissa POST extend warmest wishes on 
this momentous occasion. A silver jubilee of marriage is a testament to 
love, trust, and unwavering companionship. Over the years, the couple 
has stood by each other, creating countless cherished memories and inspiring 
those around them. On this special day, we pray to Lord Jagannath to bless 
them with good health, boundless happiness, and continued prosperity in life. 
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PROTECTING FOREST:  Women self-help group members take out a rally to create awareness on forest fi res, from Tanda to Balijodi under Patana 
block in Keonjhar district urging people not to set fi re to nearby Atei reserve forest  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Feb 15: A two-day 
‘Race of the Road’ event, or-
ganised by the Federation of 
Motor Sports Clubs of India, 
took place at Rajabasa Padia 
in Mayurbhanj district Satur-
day morning. The event was 
inaugurated by the Maharaja of 
Mayurbhanj, Praveen Chandra 
Bhanj Deo.

On the fi rst day of the compe-
tition, 34 participants took part. 
The race was held on a specially 
designed track within the fi eld 
itself, rather than on public 
roads. Participants showcased 
their skills by racing across an 
8km track in intervals of three 
minutes, with both motorcycles 
and cars involved.

Pre-race checks for the ve-
hicles were carried out the 
day before. While such com-
petitions are usually held in 
southern India, this marked 
the fi rst time ‘Race of the Road’ 
was hosted in eastern India. 
The track was well-prepared, 
ensuring participants could 
perform to their full potential.

The Four-Wheel Motor Sport-
ing Race will take place Sunday 
for the fi rst time in Odisha. 
Around 30 participants have 
registered thus far. Awards 
will be presented across 12 
categories in both the bike and 
car races, with a total of 36 win-
ners anticipated. Winners will 
receive trophies and cash priz-
es, as confi rmed by the Kalinga 
Motor Sporting Club. 

In a first, ‘Race of 
the Road’ event held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, Feb 15: The already 
delayed Rengali Multipurpose 
Project continues to face set-
backs with 55.178 km of the 
left canal yet to be completed 
despite years of construction. 
Initially scheduled for comple-
tion by July 2024, the target has 
been further pushed to 2027 due 
to land acquisition hurdles and 
disputes over forest land classi-
fi cation. As a result, absence of 
irrigation facility has hit thou-
sands of farmers in this district 
hard, jeopardising agricultural 
productivity and livelihoods.

The state government has set 
an ambitious goal of achieving 
100 per cent irrigation coverage 
across agricultural lands, imple-
menting various projects under 
the irrigation development pro-
gramme. These initiatives focus 
on expanding irrigation capaci-
ty, maintaining canals, prepar-

ing cropping plans, optimising 
water distribution, and strength-
ening water user associations. 
Every year, substantial funds 
are allocated for constructing ir-
rigation channels, maintaining 
water reservoirs, and managing 
water resources. 

However, work on the left ca-
nal of the Rengali Multipurpose 
Project in the Brahmani river 
has remained stagnant over the 
past fi ve years.

According to a departmental 
report, only 278.109 km of the 
planned 333.287 km canal work 
has been completed as of Janu-
ary 2025. Multiple delays and fur-
ther shifting of the deadline for 
project completion have left the 
farmers in Jajpur district anx-
ious with irrigation remaining 
a distant dream.

As per the Water Resources 
department, around ̀ 1,295 crore 
out of the approved budget of 
`2,809.12 crore has already been 

spent by January 2025. Planned 
to provide water to 39,416 hect-
are farmland spread from 71.313 
km to 123.550 km, the left canal is 
currently irrigating only 17,158 
hectare. In Jajpur district, wa-
ter has reached just 8,543 hectare 
farmland, signifi cantly below 
expectations. Farmers attri-
bute this shortfall to poor canal 
maintenance, substandard con-
struction, and water leakage in 
several areas.

The Rengali Multipurpose 
Project was conceived in the 
1980s with key objectives includ-

ing fl ood control, hydroelectric 
power generation, and irriga-
tion. Funded through the Japan 
International Cooperation Agen-
cy (JICA), the project was initial-
ly scheduled for completion be-
tween 2015-16 and 2022-23. Land 
acquisition delays and disputes 
over forest land conversion re-
main major roadblocks.

Sources indicate that construc-
tion contracts were awarded to 
companies including Biraja 
Constructions, DD Builders, 
GVV Constructions, and Durga 
Constructions. However, due to 

delays and subpar work, irriga-
tion coverage has not expanded 
as expected. 

Allegations have also surfaced 
regarding misappropriation of 
compensation funds meant for 
land acquisition. A departmental 
investigation revealed that four 
Land Acquisition Offi cers – Dam-
barudhar Pradhan, Girija Bhu-
shan Pradhan, Prafulla Kumar 
Mahapatra, and Bholeshwar Sahu 
– misappropriated over ̀ 1.2 crore 
meant for farmers. Consequently, 
the Water Resources department 
suspended them and initiated de-
partmental proceedings.

Regarding the inordinate de-
lay, SK Jali, Chief Engineer of 
Rengali Dam, Sukinda Division 
stated that the project has been 
stalled due to prolonged delays 
in converting forest land and the 
lack of a dedicated land acquisi-
tion offi cer. The matter has been 
escalated to the state government 
for resolution, he added.

55 KM OF LEFT CANAL WORK STILL INCOMPLETE, FARMERS’ HOPES FADING

Rengali Multipurpose Project hangs fi re 

MoU signed for state’s fi rst
seawater desalination plant

AI leads to arrest of 6 
poachers in Similipal

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur, Feb 15: Seawa-
ter will soon be converted into 
fresh water in Ganjam district 
as the district administration 
has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
Indian Rare Earths Limited 
(IREL) to establish a desalina-
tion plant, the fi rst of its kind 
in the state.

Ganjam District Collector 
Dibyajyoti Parida, IREL Gen-
eral Manager CVR Murthy, 
and Berhampur RWSS Execu-
tive Engineer Bikash Kumar 
Pati were present during the 
signing of MoU Friday.

The plant will provide fresh 
water to the residents of Gan-
jam. It will be set up within 

the IREL plant premises and 
is expected to get completed 
within a year. 

In the initial phase, two vil-
lages--Aryapalli and Matikha-
la--will receive the desalinated 
water. IREL and RWSS will 
jointly supply 1.5 MLD (mil-
lion litres per day) of potable 
water. 

This will help alleviate the 
region’s water scarcity during 
summer season. Around 1,500 

to 2,000 families are expected 
to benefi t from the project.

Further expansion will de-
pend on project estimates, 
the District Collector said. 
Once the plant is established, 
pipelines will be laid along 
with construction of pumping 
stations and overhead tanks. 
The tendering process will be 
completed soon and work will 
commence shortly, he added.

Currently, no such project 
exists along Odisha’s 480-km 
coastline. 

The project is expected to 
serve as a model for the east 
coast, providing potable water 
for both industrial and gener-
al use, IREL General Manager 
Murthy said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Baripada, Feb 15: The Forest 
department has arrested six 
poachers for trespassing into 
Similipal Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Mayurbhanj district, offi cial 
sources said.

Samrat Gouda, Deputy Di-
rector of Similipal Tiger Re-
serve, South division said the 
arrests were made after suc-
cessfully identifying and track-
ing the locations of the poach-
ers using Artifi cial Intelligence 
(AI) enabled cameras installed 
in the Similipal forests. Three 
country-made fi rearms, traps, 
and hunting materials were 
also seized from possession of 
the accused.

The accused were identi-
fi ed as Budhia Hembram from 
Bhupad village, Rath Singh 
and Baula Singh from Subar-
namanjari village, and Mithun 
Hembram, Lakshman Soren 
and Pradhan Soren from Nu-
agaon village. The poachers 
confessed to hunting a mouse 
deer inside the sanctuary. 

A case was fi led in connec-
tion with the wildlife poach-
ing incident, and all accused 
were sent to court, Saturday. 
An additional case under the 
Arms Act will be fi led against 
them for illegal possession of 
fi rearms, said Gouda.

It is pertinent to mention 
that 15-20 days back, six poach-
ers entered the core area of the 
sanctuary with the intent to 

hunt wildlife. AI camera cap-
tured images of the poachers 
and the footage was immediate-
ly shared with the Forest de-
partment. In response, offi cials 
launched a search operation. 
After tracking the poachers 
using the photos, the depart-
ment was able to arrest them.

During searches at their 
residences, the authorities 
seized the illegal fi rearms. 
The successful use of AI cam-
eras has been instrumental in 
preventing poaching activities 
in Similipal to a great extent. 

Despite the arrests, the de-
partment is aware that poach-
ers continue to infi ltrate into 
the sanctuary. With the help 
of AI cameras, watchtowers, 
all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), 
sniffer dogs, and enhanced 
security measures by police 
and Forest staff, the depart-
ment aims to strengthen an-
ti-poaching efforts. However, 
poachers, particularly those 
targeting herbivorous species 
like deer, sambars, and wild 
boars, often shift their atten-
tion to more dangerous prey 
such as elephants and tigers.

To fully eradicate poaching 
from Similipal, the filling of 
vacant positions within the 
department, strict implemen-
tation of laws, and continu-
ous organisation of aware-
ness campaigns are crucial, 
said environmentalist San-
jukta Basa. 

Minor girl impregnated by youth

Around 1,500 to 2,000 
families are expected 

to benefi t from the 
project

Mining fi rm offi cial
missing for 72 hours;
police grope in dark 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Feb 14: Police here 
have yet to locate Nimananda 
Pradhan, Vice President of 
Grewal Minerals and Metals at 
Barbil in this district, nearly 72 
hours after he was reported to 
be missing under mysterious 
circumstances.

Pradhan was last seen leav-
ing his offi ce around 7:30pm 
Wednesday. When he failed to 
return home that night, his fam-
ily attempted to contact him, but 
his phone was switched off. They 
then tried reaching his driver, 
Md Firoz, only to fi nd out that 
his phone was also switched off. 
Pradhan’s family members re-
ported the matter to Barbil po-
lice Thursday. Upon receiving 
the complaint, police began an 
investigation, reviewing CCTV 
footage from the company and 
various other locations in Barbil. 
Offi cers Friday visited Pradhan’s 
offi ce to gather statements from 
staff and also went to the driver’s 
residence for further inquiry.

Superintendent of Police Nitin 
Kushalkar has personally taken 
charge of the investigation. “We 
are looking into all possible an-
gles and making every effort to 
rescue him,” said Ashok Kumar 
Nayak, Inspector-in-Charge of 
Barbil police station. 

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Joda, Feb 15: A 16-year-old girl 
was allegedly impregnated by a 
youth after being coerced into 
a relationship in this town of 
Keonjhar district, police said 
Saturday. 

The matter came to the fore 
after the pregnant girl’s moth-
er lodged a complaint of rape 
against the youth at Joda po-
lice station. Police registered 
a case and launched an inves-
tigation into the matter by con-
ducting a medical examination 
of the survivor. 

The accused was identifi ed as 
Dinesh Patra of Sahid Nagar ar-
ea in Joda town. 

According to the complaint, 
Patra picked up the girl on Shi-
va Ratri festival, last year and 
raped her. He even shot the vid-

eo of the act on his mobile phone 
and frequently raped the girl by 
blackmailing her with threats of 
making the video viral on social 
media platforms. The girl, now 
fi ve months pregnant insisted 
for marriage, but Patra thrashed 
her and refused to marry. 

Left with no option, the girl 
narrated her ordeal before 
her family members following 
which her mother lodged a com-
plaint at the Joda police station.



I n the decade that the Bharatiya Janata Party’s ideology took con-
trol in India, things did not stand still elsewhere. In 2015, China’s 
Prime Minister Li Keqiang announced a 10-year initiative to reduce 

China’s reliance on foreign technology and to move China from being 
a low-cost manufacturer to a direct competitor to the most advanced 
economies: Germany, Taiwan, Japan, Korea and the United States. 

This plan was named Made in China 2025. It identifi ed sectors like 
semiconductors, artifi cial intelligence, robotics, commercial aircraft, 
drones, high speed rail, electric vehicles and batteries, advanced ships 
and solar panels. 

The sectors were classifi ed into those where in China’s assessment 
it was ‘behind’, where it was ‘competitive’ and where it was a ‘global 
leader’. In 2015, the Chinese were, according to Bloomberg, behind in 
most sectors, competitive in a couple (high speed rail, batteries) and 
leaders in solar panels. The ambition was to ensure that China was 
competitive or leading in all of these industries.

After the plan was announced, it seriously offended America and 
its allies. America in particular is not used to another nation being 
‘global leader’ in anything, because it alone has the god-given right to 
dominate the world.

America’s president also felt threatened by 
the rise of China, which today has an economy 
of about 2/3rds the size of the US and will likely 
equal it in the next couple of decades.

This dislike of China’s ambitions was so deep 
that China soon stopped speaking about ‘Made 
in China 2025’. After Donald Trump fi rst took 
offi ce in 2017, the US slapped tariffs against 
China. The following year, China’s Huawei 
came under sanctions and restrictions. Then 
under President Biden, the US banned the sale 
of high-end computer chips to China. All of these 
actions were to harm China’s further rise and 
an economic partnership that had benefi ted 
both nations began to rupture. Today Trump 
is willing to penalise Americans by risking in-
fl ation through his tariffs, so long as they will 
slow China’s growth.

Now, while China did not advertise the name 
‘Make in China 2025’ the plan continued to be 
implemented. In 2025, it has become competi-
tive in all of the sectors and is the global leader 
in half of them. China today produces and fl ies 
commercial aircraft of the type only Boeing and 
Airbus make. The Chinese made Comac planes 
are already being used by airlines.

Last month, Deep Seek revealed to the world 
what Chinese capabilities are in artifi cial in-
telligence. This came as a shock to America for 
two reasons. The fi rst was that the Chinese did 
this without having access to the most advanced 
chips from Nvidia and likely without as much 
access to capital as the California fi rms have. 
The second reason was that Silicon Valley never 
imagined that it would be equaled by a company 
from across the Pacifi c. There are only two seri-
ous contenders in the race to develop artifi cial 
general intelligence and it is the US and China, 
not Europe and not any other country.

Despite facing export controls, Huawei now 
makes chips that are only a little behind the most advanced being made 
by Taiwan. They are not at the cutting edge, but they are homemade and 
Chinese talent can make do with lesser resource as Deep Seek shows. 
China makes its own aircraft carriers — the largest was deployed in 
2022 — and LNG carriers. It debuted some of the most advanced mili-
tary aircraft in the world in January. Of course, in electric cars, high 
speed rail, solar panels, batteries and drones, China has no rival. It is 
the world’s largest producer, consumer and exporter of electric cars. It 
makes 80 per cent of the world’s solar panels, 75 per cent of the world’s 
lithium ion batteries (one Chinese company, CATL, alone controls a 
third of the global market) and 75 per cent of the world’s drones (again, 
one company, DJI, controls a signifi cant chunk of the global market). 
China has 2/3rds of the world’s high speed rail network, about 40,000 
km (the Ahmedabad-Mumbai distance is 500 km) and China’s network 
is still growing.

Many in the West and especially America have been sceptical of 
China’s continued growth and believe that it will soon falter. Howev-
er, this view has been present for at least 20 years but China has not 
obliged them. Consider that India and China were even in 1990, on the 
cusp of our economic reforms, but today China’s economy is six times 
the size of India’s.

The rupture between India and China after 2020, the tariffs from the 
United States and a reluctance to grant access to advanced Chinese 
goods from India has meant Indians are only vaguely aware of the prog-
ress our neighbour has made. In many ways China is inward looking 
and the absence of a popular English media there has not made it easy 
for us to appreciate their progress. Our media’s ignorance or lack of 
interest in China’s progress has compounded the problem.

But the world recognises that China has become an advanced econ-
omy, through a plan conceived and implemented over just one decade. 
Li Keqiang died in 2023, but he went with likely a sense of satisfaction 
about what had been delivered by China under its 10-year plan.

This was the same decade, to remind readers once again, in which the 
BJP and our Prime Minister held thrall over India with their ideology.

S
omething important is 
happening in China, 
and it should worry 
the country’s political 

leadership. Younger Chinese 
are increasingly exhibiting an 
attitude of passive resignation, 
captured by the new buzzword 
bai lan (“let it rot”). Born of 
economic disillusion and wide-
spread frustration with stifl ing 
cultural norms, bai lan rejects 
the rat race and urges one to do 
only the bare minimum at work. 
Personal well-being takes prece-
dence over career advancement.

The same tendency is refl ect-
ed in another recent buzzword: 
tang ping (“lying fl at”), a slang 
neologism denoting a sense of 
resignation in the face of re-
lentless social and professional 
competition. Both terms signal 
a rejection of societal pressures 
to overachieve, and of social en-
gagement as a fool’s game with 
diminishing returns.

Last July, CNN reported 
that many Chinese workers 
were swapping high-pressure 
offi ce jobs for fl exible blue-col-
lar work. As a 27-year-old from 
Wuhan explained: “I like clean-
ing up. As living standards im-
prove (across the country), 
the demand for housekeeping 
services is also surging.... The 
change it brings is that my head 
no longer feels dizzy. I feel less 
mental pressure. And I am full 
of energy every day.”

Such attitudes are presented 
as apolitical, rejecting both vio-
lent resistance to power and any 
dialogue with those in power. 
But are these the only options 
for the alienated?

The mass protests under-
way in Serbia suggest other 
possibilities. The protesters 
not only recognise that there is 
something rotten in the state of 
Serbia; they also insist on not 
letting the rot continue.

The protests began last No-
vember in Novi Sad, following 
a roof collapse that left 15 people 
dead and two severely injured 
at a recently renovated rail-
way station. Demonstrations 
have since spread to 200 Serbi-
an cities and towns, attracting 
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple, and making this the big-
gest student-led movement in 
Europe since 1968.

Obviously, the roof collapse 
was merely the spark that lit the 
fuse of pent-up dissatisfaction. 
The protesters’ concerns span 
many issues, from rampant cor-
ruption and ecological destruc-
tion (the government plans to go 
all in on lithium mining) to the 
general contempt that Serbian 
President Aleksandar Vučić has 
shown toward the population. 
What the government presents 
as a plan to tap into global mar-
kets, young Serbs see as a ruse 
to cover up corruption, sell off 
national resources to foreign 
investors under shady condi-
tions, and gradually eliminate 
opposition media.

But what makes these demon-
strations unique? The refrain 
from the protesters is: “We have 
no political demands and are 
keeping our distance from op-
position parties. We simply ask 
that Serbian institutions work in 
the interest of citizens.” To that 
end, they are insisting, narrow-
ly, on transparency about the 
Novi Sad train station’s reno-
vation; access to all documents 
on the accident; a dismissal of 
charges against those arrested 
during the fi rst anti-government 
protest in November; and crim-
inal prosecution of those who 
attacked student protesters in 
Belgrade.

Thus, the protesters want to 
short-circuit the process that 
has allowed the ruling party to 
hold the state hostage by con-
trolling all institutions. For its 
part, Vučić's government has 
reacted violently, but also with 

a technique known in boxing 
as “clinching”: when a fi ght-
er wraps his arms around an 
opponent to prevent him from 
punching freely.

The more panicky Vučić be-
comes, the more desperate he is 
to try to strike some deal with 
the protesters. But the protest-
ers are refusing any dialogue. 
They have specifi ed their de-
mands, and are insisting on 
them unconditionally.

Traditionally, mass protests 
rely at least implicitly on the 
threat of violence, combined with 
an openness to negotiate. Yet 
here we have the opposite: Ser-
bia’s protesters are not threaten-
ing violence, but they have also 
rejected dialogue. Such simplic-
ity causes confusion, as does the 
apparent absence of any obvious 
leaders. In this narrow sense, the 
protests do have some similari-
ties to bai lan.

At some point, of course, 
organised politics will have to 
enter the game. But for now, the 
protesters’ “apolitical” stance 
creates the conditions for a new 
politics, rather than for another 
version of the same old game. 
To achieve law and order, the 
tables must be cleared.

This is reason enough for the 
rest of the world to support the 
protests unconditionally. They 
prove that a simple, straightfor-
ward call for law and order can 
be more subversive than anar-
chic violence. Serbians want 
the rule of law without all the 
unwritten rules that leave the 
door open for corruption and 

authoritarianism.
The protestors are a far cry 

from the old anarchic left that 
dominated the 1968 demonstra-
tions in Paris and across the 
West. After blocking a bridge 
over the Danube in Novi Sad 
for 24 hours, the young pro-
testers decided to extend their 
rally for three additional hours 
so that they could clean up 
the area. Can one imagine the 
stone-throwing Parisians of 1968 
ever doing the same?

While some might see the Ser-
bian protesters’ politically mo-
tivated apoliticism as hypocrit-
ical, it is better understood as a 
sign of their radicalism. They 
are refusing to play politics by 
the existing (mostly unwritten) 
rules. They are pursuing funda-
mental changes to how basic in-
stitutions work.

The biggest hypocrite in this 
story is the European Union, 
which is refraining from put-
ting any pressure on Vučić for 
fear that he will gravitate to-
ward Russia. While European 
Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen has expressed 
support for the Georgian peo-
ple “fi ghting for democracy,” 
she has remained remarkably 
quiet about the uprising in 
Serbia – a country that has of-
fi cially been a candidate for EU 
membership since 2012. The EU 
is letting Vučić have his way be-
cause he promised stability and 
exports of lithium, a key input 
for electric vehicles.

The lack of criticism from 
the EU, even in the face of alle-
gations of electoral fraud, has 
repeatedly left Serbian civil 
society out in the cold. Should 
we be surprised that there are 
so few EU fl ags being waved 
by the protesters? The idea of a 
“color revolution” of the type pi-
oneered in Ukraine 20 years ago 
to “join the democratic West” no 
longer has any purchase. The 
EU has reached yet another po-
litical low.

The writer, Professor of 
Philosophy at the 

European Graduate School, 
is International 

Director of the Birkbeck 
Institute for the Humanities 
at the University of London. 
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The Chinese Way 

SPECTRUM DEFENCE

Will stealth F-35 fl y to India?

A promising path 

Sir, This refers to “Talks amid tariffs,” Orissa POST, Feb 15. During PM Naren-
dra Modi’s visit to Washington, India and US established an ambitious agenda 
to deepen their bilateral strategic partnership. Trump’s emphasis on reducing 
the trade defi cit — now favouring India — and the swift repatriation of illegal 
immigrants from India had cast a shadow over the relationship. But the sum-
mit signalled the determination to reduce differences and deepen the agenda of 
cooperation. His criticism of India's “abuse of tariffs” refl ects a broader critique 
of the global trading system, where other nations benefi t from America's open 
market while restricting access to US products and services. As Trump prepares 
to impose reciprocal tariffs by spring, he has provided India with the opportunity 
to negotiate a “fair trade” arrangement in the coming months. Both countries 
have agreed to strengthen cooperation in the nuclear energy sector. On defence, 
India is prepared to increase imports of US arms, and Trump is ready to review 
existing restrictions on defence technology transfers to India. The potential for 
a new strategic compact between the two nations is underpinned by the conver-
gence of Modi’s “India First” policies and Trump’s “America First” approach. 
With a heightened emphasis on self-interest and a fl air for deal-making, Modi 
and Trump may have set India and the US on a promising path..  

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Detachment is the beginning of 
mastery

 SRI AUROBINDO NEW FACE OF PROTEST
DISSENT

I ndia is set to deepen 
economic ties with the 
US through a massive 

$500 billion purchase deal, 
securing crude oil, advanced 
weaponry—including the 
controversial F-35 stealth 
fi ghters—and tariff adjust-
ments to align with US trade 
demands. This move comes 
as President Donald Trump, 
known for his tough stance 
on trade, agrees to the deal, 
making India the fourth coun-
try reportedly offered the F-35 
after Israel, South Korea, 
and Singapore. Developed 
at a staggering cost of $1.17 
trillion, the F-35’s potential 
induction into India’s arse-
nal raises concerns about its 
impact on the country’s At-
manirbhar Bharat initiative.

India’s indigenous Light 
Combat Aircraft programme 
has already faced setbacks 
due to delays in US engine 
supplies. The F-35, a sin-
gle-engine fi ghter, may not be 
optimal for high-intensity op-
erations against adversaries 
like China or Pakistan. Mean-

while, Russia has offered the 
Su-57 Felon under an acceler-
ated Make-in-India proposal, 
with production potentially 
commencing by year-end.

Ahead of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s 36-hour 
visit to Washington, Trump 
signed revised global tariff 
regulations. At a joint press 
conference with Modi, he 
took aim at India’s high tar-
iffs, vowing to impose recip-
rocal import taxes. Prime 
Minister Modi opened up his 
kitty for petroleum purchas-
es worth $25 billion from the 
current $15 billion to help 
Trump push US oil produc-
tion and exports, for which 
he used the slogan “Drill, 
baby, drill.”  Trump cate-
gorically says, “Washington 
hopes to become top oil and 
gas supplier to New Delhi.” 
In simple terms, India has to 
give up the choice of a closer 
and convenient market, like 
West Asia. Saudi Arabia re-
mains India’s third largest 
petroleum supplier.  Iran was 
shut years ago under US sanc-

tions. It’s not yet clear how 
it would impinge on Russian 
oil purchases that bolstered 
profi ts of India’s two giant 
private refi ners.

India has remained a major 
consumer of Russian energy, 
while the West cut down its 
own consumption since the 
Ukraine war started. Accord-
ing to India’s offi cial trade 
data, in January-November 
of 2024, India imported 7.2 
million tonnes of oil from the 
US, which accounted for 3.2 
per cent of New Delhi’s overall 
oil imports. Russia is current-
ly India’s top oil supplier, fol-
lowed by Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
and the US. As for LNG, India 
imported 5.12 million tonnes 
from the US in January-No-
vember 2024, accounting for 
20.2 per cent of India’s overall 
LNG imports for the period.

Indian strategists are not 
confi dent with the highly ex-
pensive single-engine F-35. In-
dia and the US signed a deal 
to import 31 Predator drones 
from General Atomics in Oc-

tober 2024. The deal is valued 
at around $4 billion and is 
intended to improve India’s 
surveillance capabilities. 

According to the US Con-
gressional Research Service, 
New Delhi is expected to 
spend more than $200bn over 
the next decade to modernise 
its military. Its strategic plan-
ners want to replace Russia 
which till now remains the 
topmost arms supplier. 

It is likely that the F-35 
offer would go through deep 
scrutiny. India had not ap-
proached the US for this air-
craft but it has come as an 
offer during Modi’s visit. The 
Prime Minister’s visit has 
gone through many US mach-
inations. While some like the 
crude and gas imports may 
fructify for a short period, it 
needs to be observed how ma-
ny other strategic US offers 
fi nally come out. Tariff and 
illegal immigration, howev-
er, would remain the most 
uncomfortable issues with 
many possible punches.
 INFA

Traditionally, mass protests rely at 
least implicitly on the threat of violence, 
combined with an openness to negotiate. 
Yet here we have the opposite: Serbia’s 

protesters are not threatening violence, but 
they have also rejected dialogue

TO ACHIEVE 
LAW AND 

ORDER, THE 
TABLES MUST 

BE CLEARED

Many in the 
West and 

especially 
America have 

been sceptical 
of China’s 
continued 

growth and 
believe 

that it will 
soon falter. 

However, this 
view has been 
present for at 
least 20 years 
but China has 

not obliged 
them

Slavoj Žižek

Aakar Patel

INDIA’S 
INDIGENOUS 

LIGHT COMBAT 
AIRCRAFT 

PROGRAMME HAS 
ALREADY FACED 

SETBACKS DUE 
TO DELAYS IN US 

ENGINE SUPPLIES 

Shivaji Sarkar

WISDOM CORNER

The fabled musk deer searches the world over for the 
source of the scent which comes from itself  
 RAMAKRISHNA PARAMAHANSA

The snow goose need not bathe to make itself white. 
Neither need you do anything but be yourself 
 LAO TZU

A man can do what he wants, but not want what he wants
 ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER

 

1923: The burial chamber of King Tutankhamun was unsealed by British 
archaeologist Howard Carter; his discovery of the tomb the previous year 
was one of the most-celebrated contributions to Egyptology.

1937: DuPont chemist Wallace Hume Carothers patented nylon.

1949: The fi rst Knesset (Hebrew: “Assembly”), the unicameral parliament 
of Israel and supreme authority of that state, opened in Jerusalem.

1959: Power in Cuba seized by Fidel Castro. After defeating the forces of 
dictator General Fulgencio Batista, Fidel Castro became premier of Cuba 
this day in 1959 and transformed the island country into the Western 
Hemisphere's fi rst communist state.

Top-down approach 

Sir, Ten days after the Delhi Assembly election 
results, the BJP has yet to choose its leader, 
raising questions about internal democracy 
within the party. While democracy demands 
that elected representatives select their leader, 
the BJP appears to rely on its high command for 
this decision, echoing the Congress’ much-crit-
icized top-down approach. This practice under-
mines the autonomy of elected members and 
contradicts the BJP’s claims of being a party 
with a difference. It reduces representatives 
to mere fi gureheads while central leadership 
dictates key decisions. Such a system not only 
dilutes democratic principles but also distances 
political parties from the grassroots voices of 
their own cadre. True democracy thrives when 
leaders emerge organically from within, not 
when they are appointed from above. 

Gopalaswamy J, CHENNAI
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, Feb 15: The Tamil 
Nadu Forest Department has 
decided to establish a new Ma-
rine Elite Force to prevent the 
deaths of Olive Ridley turtles, 
a vulnerable species.  

This initiative comes in re-
sponse to reports that over 1,308 
Olive Ridley turtles have died 
along the Tamil Nadu coast 
after becoming entangled in 
fi shing nets.

Currently, Tamil Nadu has 
two Marine Elite Force units 
that combat marine wildlife 
crimes such as poaching, smug-
gling, and illegal fi shing — par-
ticularly in the Gulf of Mannar 
Biosphere and Palk Bay.

However, the alarming rise 
in turtle deaths has prompted 
authorities to set up an addi-
tional unit to strengthen con-
servation efforts. The primary 
cause of these turtle deaths is 
the use of trawl nets within fi ve 

nautical miles of the coast, a 
practice banned under existing 
regulations.

The worst-affected areas in-
clude the Cuddalore, Nagapat-
tinam, and Chennai coasts.

To enhance protection, the 
Tamil Nadu State Wildlife 
Board has proposed designat-
ing specifi c turtle congregation 
sites as turtle conservation re-
serves. The department will 
also deploy volunteers to raise 
awareness among fi shermen 
about sustainable fi shing prac-
tices. Authorities will enforce 
restrictions on artifi cial lights 
near beaches, as these can dis-
orient hatchlings.

The forest department will 
ensure the periodic removal of 
garbage from coastal areas. The 
state government has also pro-
posed procuring patrol boats 
for the Forest Department, 
allowing independent surveil-
lance alongside the Fisheries 
Department.

Currently, the government 
allocates `80,000 per month for 
renting boats, but with hiring 
costs reaching `20,000 per boat, 
this approach is deemed unsus-
tainable. Enforcement actions 
have already begun, with 342 
fi shermen found illegally fi sh-
ing within fi ve nautical miles 
using trawler boats. Of these, 
208 fi shermen have been charge 
sheeted, and their diesel subsi-
dies worth `3.20 lakh have been 
revoked.

As part of conservation ini-
tiatives, the forest department 
has collected approximately 
1 lakh Olive Ridley eggs from 
across the state. So far, 345 eggs 

have hatched, with ongoing 
monitoring efforts in place.

The department is also work-
ing on protecting Green Turtles 
using telemetry technology, 
which helps track their move-
ments for better conservation 
planning.

The Olive Ridley turtle is 
classifi ed as Vulnerable by the 
International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature (IUCN) and is 
listed in Appendix I of the Con-
vention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species (CITES).

These classifi cations have 
helped curb large-scale com-
mercial exploitation of Olive 
Ridley skins.

Marine Elite Force to protect Olive Ridley turtles
This initiative comes in response to reports that over 
1,308 Olive Ridley turtles have died along the Tamil 
Nadu coast after becoming entangled in fi shing nets

Tharoor’s applause for PM Modi, Kerala govt irks LoP

JUMBO RAMPAGE 
AT TEMPLE FESTIVAL

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, Feb 15: The Tamil 
Nadu Health department has 
commenced a statewide lep-
rosy case detection campaign 
to screen suspected cases. The 
campaign will continue until 
February 28 with over 20,000 
volunteers conducting intensive 
door-to-door screenings.

The initiative aims to cover 
133 rural blocks and 27 urban 
areas across 37 districts.

According to Tamil Nadu Di-
rector of Health Services, Dr TS 
Selvavinayagan, 18,192 search-
ers will screen residents in ru-
ral blocks, while 4,332 search-
ers will conduct screenings in 
urban areas over the next two 
weeks.

The campaign will extend its 
outreach to schools, colleges, 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS) workers, self-help 
group (SHG) members, voluntary 

organisations, and government of-
fi ces. Leprosy, a communicable 
disease caused by Mycobacte-
rium leprae bacteria, spreads 
through droplets from cough-
ing or sneezing by untreated 

individuals. The disease has an 
incubation period of 5-7 years.

Dr Selvavinayagan stated: 
“Leprosy manifests when the 
infected person’s immunity 
declines. The initial symptom 
is a hypo-pigmented patch with 
a loss of sensation on the skin. 
With early detection, lepro-
sy can be fully cured through 
multi-drug therapy (MDT).”

He warned that untreated 
leprosy could lead to complica-
tions such as peripheral nerve 
damage, resulting in deformi-
ties of the eyes, hands, and feet. 
The Leprosy Case Detection 
Campaign (LCDC) 2025 aims 
to identify cases early, includ-
ing hidden cases, and provide 
prompt treatment.

Dr Selvavinayagan urged 

the public to cooperate with 
searchers visiting their homes 
and to volunteer for screenings. 
He emphasised Tamil Nadu’s 
potential to eliminate leprosy 
by 2025. “Elimination does not 
mean total eradication. It means 
reducing the disease to a level 
where it is no longer a public 
health problem. There should 
be no new deformity cases or 
childhood cases. Rehabilitation 
for individuals with leprosy-re-
lated deformities will continue,” 
he said.

He said that as a preventive 
measure, post-exposure pro-
phylaxis with a single dose of 
rifampicin will be provided 
where necessary. Additional-
ly, all school children will be 
screened by public health teams.

Door-to-door leprosy detection drive in Tamil Nadu
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Thiruvananthapuram/Thris-
sur, Feb 15: The Centre’s con-
ditional loan of `529.50 crore 
for Wayanad rehabilitation has 
stirred up the political waters 
of Kerala with the ruling LDF 
and opposition UDF criticising 
the stipulations, while the BJP 
said the amount given was in 
effect a grant.

Kerala Revenue Minister K 
Rajan Saturday said that the 
loan of `529.50 crore sanctioned 
by the Central government for 
Wayanad rehabilitation carries 
conditions which were scary 
and a cruel joke. Leader of Op-
position in the state Assembly 
VD Satheesan, a day ago, had 
termed the stipulations espe-
cially the condition to utilise 
the entire amount by March 31 
as impractical.

On Saturday, he contended 
that the Centre’s move amounted 
to insulting and mocking Kerala.

“It is a complete neglect to-
wards Kerala. They are insulting 
Kerala. They are mocking the 
state, by saying this is suffi cient 
for you. That is not right. They 
are not showing the common de-
cency which they should show to 
a state,” he claimed while speak-
ing to reporters in Malappuram.

Satheesan further said that 

the BJP-ruled Centre had 
helped other states which suf-
fered natural disasters, so how 
is it justifi ed to not give the 
same assistance to Kerala

Hitting back at the Left govern-
ment in Kerala and the opposi-
tion UDF, BJP state president K 
Surendran said it was a 50 year 
interest free loan which in effect 
was a grant. He also said that the 
Pinarayi Vijayan government 
and the UDF need not be anxious 
about repaying the amount after 
50 years as after fi ve years the re-
sponsibility of that will fall on the 
national party here, an apparent 
reference to the BJP.

In response to this statement 
by Surendran, Satheesan ques-
tioned how the BJP leader can 
say the loan need not be repaid 
after 50 years.

“What right does he (Suren-
dran) have to say that,” the op-
position leader asked.

Speaking to reporters in 

Thiruvananthapuram, Suren-
dran further said that instead 
of sleeping on the issue and 
making political statements, 
the government should take 
immediate steps to utilise the 
amount for the rehabilitation of 
the victims of the landslides that 
hit Wayanad in July last year.

The BJP leader, at the same 
time said that everyone can 
work together to seek an exten-
sion of the deadline of March 
31 to April or May, saying that 
the Central government would 
consider such a request.

Surendran also said that ac-
cording to rules laid down by 
the former UPA government at 
the Centre rehabilitation work 
was the sole and complete re-
sponsibility of the concerned 
state governments.

Despite that, the Centre is 
helping out as and when re-
quired and will do so in future 
also, he added.

LDF, UDF fl ay Centre’s loan
condition for Wayanad

Kerala govt to 
take legal action
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kozhikode (Kerala), Feb 15: 
Kerala Forest Minister AK Sa-
seendran Saturday visited a local 
temple where three people were 
recently killed after elephants 
ran amok, and announced that 
the government has decided to 
take legal action against those 
found violating various norms 
related to the incident.

Three elderly people in-
cluding two women died in 
the stampede, which occurred 
when two elephants became ag-
itated following the bursting of 
fi recrackers during the festival 
at Manakulangara Temple near 
Koyilandy Thursday evening.

The minister stated that offi -
cials from the forest department, 
district administration and police 
had rushed to the spot soon after 
the tragedy, conducted necessary 
examinations and submitted re-
ports to the government Friday.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kochi, Feb 15: Thiruvanan-
thapuram Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor’s recent statements 
have sparked more criticism 
from his party colleagues than 
from other political leaders. On 
Saturday, Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Kerala Assembly, 
VD Satheesan, hinted that Tha-
roor is once again drifting from 
the party line. 

Satheesan did not hold back 
in expressing his and the 
state Congress unit’s displea-
sure with Shashi Tharoor. On 

Friday, Tharoor made a ‘dou-
ble strike’ -- first, in an arti-
cle in a leading English dai-
ly, he applauded the efforts 
of the Pinarayi Vijayan-led 
Left government. Later, in 
Bangalore, he told the media 
that the meeting between US 

President Donald Trump and 
Indian PM Narendra Modi 
was encouraging.

Satheesan dismissed the Mo-
di-Trump meeting, stating, “I 
don’t think any good has taken 
place in the Trump-Modi meet-
ing at all.”

When asked about Tharoor’s 
praise for the Vijayan govern-
ment, Satheesan responded, 
“I do not know from where 
Tharoor has got these fi gures 
about the growth of MSMEs in 
Kerala. Many of the Kerala di-
aspora who return from abroad 
open shops, bakeries, and small 
ventures, but how can such 
ventures be accounted into the 
MSME fi gures?”

“Let the party high command 
look into all these issues,” added 
Satheesan. In his article, Tha-
roor highlighted that Kerala 
has implemented a new indus-

trial policy focusing on knowl-
edge-based industries, including 
AI, blockchain technology, and 
machine learning. Under the 
state’s “Year of Enterprises” 
initiative, over 2,90,000 MSMEs 
have been established, with sig-
nifi cant investments and sup-
port for women and transgender 
entrepreneurs.

“I had been constrained to 
observe in the past that ‘God’s 
own country’ was the devil’s 
own playground for business. 
If that is no longer true, we 
all have reasons to celebrate,” 
wrote Tharoor.
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Bangalore/Chennai, Feb 15: 
The Tamil Nadu government 
has offi cially taken possession 
of the seized assets belonging 
to late Chief Minister J Jayala-
lithaa, marking a signifi cant 
development in the protracted 
disproportionate assets case. 
The transfer occurred Friday, 
a day after a Bangalore court 
ordered the handover of the as-
sets, which had previously been 
under the custody of Karnataka.

Until now, authorities in Kar-
nataka were in possession of an 
extensive collection of valu-
ables, including 27 kg and 558 
grams of gold jewellery, 1,116 kg 
of silver, and documents related 
to 1,526 acres of land. These as-
sets had been stored securely in 
the Karnataka Vidhana Soudha 
treasury. The transfer was car-
ried out in the presence of court 
and government offi cials.

As part of the legal proceed-
ings, the seized items were 
meticulously documented and 
photographed, offering a rare 
glimpse into the wealth ac-
cumulated by the late leader. 
Among the images, an opulent 
golden crown with intricate 
craftsmanship stands out, re-
fl ecting the grandeur associat-
ed with Jayalalithaa’s tenure.

Additionally, a vast collec-
tion of jewellery was cata-
logued, with rows of ornate or-
naments laid out for inventory. 

TN takes possession 
of Jayalalithaa’s 
seized assets

An artiste performs ‘Kandanar Kelan Theyyam’ as part of the ‘Kaliyatta Mahotsavam’ at Sri Vayanattu Kulavan 
Temple, in Kannur, Kerala     PTI PHOTO
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Kochi (Kerala), Feb 15: Cath-
olic nuns working as doctors 
in government hospitals are a 
rare sight in India. However, 
senior doctor Jean Rose is an 
exception.

She joined government 
service two years ago in the 
hilly district of Idukki and 
currently serves as the medi-
cal offi cer at the Family Health 
Centre in Marayoor, a remote 
village home to several tribal 
communities.

A member of the Sisters of 
the Destitute, Dr Rose also 
known as Rosamma Thom-
as, completed her MBBS and 
post-graduation in Anesthesia 
from St John’s Medical College, 
Bangalore.

After clearing the Kerala 
PSC examination for medical 
service, she received her fi rst 
government appointment at 
Kattappana Taluk Hospital 
in 2023.

She later sought a transfer 
to the Marayoor Family Health 
Centre, as she had previously 
worked in the region during 
her MBBS and National Health 
Mission (NHM) PG service.

“While pursuing my MBBS 

and PG, and during my service 
with the National Health Mis-
sion, I worked in Marayoor,” 
she said, explaining her deci-
sion to return.

According to Voice of Nuns, 
an initiative of the Kerala Con-
ference of Major Superiors 
(KCMS) and the Kerala Cath-
olic Bishops’ Council (KCBC) 
Jagratha Commission, Dr Rose 
is the fi rst nun to serve as a 
medical offi cer in a govern-
ment hospital.

In a Facebook post, Voice 
of Nuns stated that she spe-
cifi cally requested the op-
portunity to serve tribal and 
underprivileged communities 
in the Marayoor region, which 
has a signifi cant Adivasi 
population.

“As part of a community 
that works for the destitute, 
I prefer to serve the poor and 
underprivileged,” she told PTI.

After completing her school-
ing in Chettuthodu, near Pala 
in Kottayam district, she ac-
tively participated in charita-
ble services.

Dr Rose is the daughter of 
Mukalel Thomas and Rosam-
ma of Pala, who are now set-
tled in Rajakumari, Idukki.

1st Catholic nun becomes 
medical officer in Kerala

‘Praise was in national interest’
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor Saturday defended his praise for Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi following his meeting with US President Donald Trump, stating 
that he spoke with India’s interests in mind and that “we cannot always speak 
only in terms of party interest.” Speaking to reporters, Tharoor said that Modi’s US 
visit had yielded some positive outcomes for the Indian people. He also noted that 
Modi being the fourth world leader to meet Trump after he took offi ce underscored 
India’s growing importance on the global stage.
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New Delhi, Feb 15: The Central 
Board of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) exams for Classes X and 
XII began Saturday, with more 
than 42 lakh students set to take 
the tests at over 7,800 centres 
across the country and abroad.

According to board offi cials, 
a total of 24.12 lakh Class-X 
students will take the test in 84 
subjects, while more than 17.88 
lakh students will appear in the 
Class-XII exams across 120 sub-
jects. The exams are scheduled 
to be conducted at 7,842 centres 
in India and 26 abroad.

On the fi rst day of the exams, 
the Class 10 students appeared 
for the English (Communica-
tive) and English (Language 
and Literature) papers, while 
the Class-12 students appeared 

in the Entrepreneurship exam.
“The CBSE board exams for 

Classes 10 and 12 have started. 

Today, the Class-X English and 
Class-XII Entrepreneurship ex-
ams were held. The Class-X ex-

am took place at 7,780 centres, 
with over 23.86 lakh 

students appearing, while the 
Class-XII exam was conducted 
at 995 centres with around 
23,000 students,” CBSE Exam-

ination Controller Sanyam 
Bhardwaj said.

“The exams were organised 
smoothly. I hope all the students 
reached their exam centres with 
enthusiasm and were able to 
take the tests in a positive envi-
ronment,” he added. Bhardwaj 
said the CBSE has ensured that 
all necessary guidelines and se-
curity measures are in place to 
maintain the integrity of the 
examination process.

“Schools and exam centres 
have been briefed on strict 
protocols to facilitate a fair and 
seamless examination experi-
ence. The CBSE had organised 
a live webcast on Friday in the 
presence of school principals 
from Delhi-NCR, outlining the 
essential exam guidelines for 
the schools and stakeholders,” 
he added. The Class-X exams 

are scheduled to end on March 
18, while the Class-XII exams 
will conclude April 4.

The CBSE started its annual 
counselling service ahead of 
the board exams to alleviate 
examination-related stress and 
support the students as they 
prepare for their theory exams.

“A team of 66 trained pro-
fessionals, principals, coun-
sellors, special educators from 
CBSE-affi liated schools and 
psychologists will offer volun-
tary support to the students. 
The services are available from 
9:30 am to 5:30 pm from Mon-
day to Saturday,” Bhardwaj 
said. “Fifty-one counsellors are 
based in India while 15 counsel-
lors will connect from Nepal, 
Japan, Qatar, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates to guide 
the students,” he added.

The Prime 
Minister and 
the home 

minister made 
clear indications 
in the past that 
in due course of 
time, statehood will be restored 
(to Jammu and Kashmir) and 
the powers and functions will 
be demarcated very clearly

KIREN RIJIJU | UNION MINISTER

If there 
is a proof 
against 

them (dismissed 
employees) and 
they have been 
given an oppor-
tunity to clear the allegations 
but failed… if such steps are 
taken without hearing them, 
the law says that every 
person accused of any 
crime is considered 
innocent until proven guilty

OMAR ABDULLAH | J&K CM
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CRYPTO FRAUD CASE: CBI 
SEARCHES 11 LOCATIONS 
The CBI has conducted searches at 11 locations in 
Delhi and Haryana on alleged cyber criminals who were 
cheating people by impersonating as government 
offi cers resulting in seizure of `1.08 crore cash, offi cials 
said Saturday.  The searches were conducted at nine 
locations in Delhi and two in Haryana’s Hisar Friday in 
connection with a two-year-old case, they said

We believe that about 60 crore 
people have taken bath in Maha 

Kumbh. The government is showing a 
reduced fi gure because tomorrow when the 
international media or university will study 
the administration and management of this 
fair, they will fi nd that proper administra-
tion and management was not done ac-
cording to the number of people who came. 
Which is the failure of the BJP government
AKHILESH YADAV | SP CHIEF

The state 
government 
knows the 

ground reality of 
the city and they 
should be in the 
prime decision 
making process for every 
metro project. So please 
ask this question to the 
state Chief Minister

ASHWINI VAISHNAW | RAILWAY MINISTER

Phone tapping case:
Former DSP gets bail
Hyderabad: A local court 
granted bail to a former 
Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, an accused in a phone 
tapping case.  First Additional 
Sessions Court here allowed 
the bail petition of D Praneeth 
Rao Friday after he executed 
a personal bond for `One 
lakh with two sureties each for 
the like sum. 

Teacher held in 
sexual abuse case
Pondicherry: Pondicherry 
Police arrested a school 
teacher for sexually abusing 
a six-year-old girl student 
of his school. The teacher 
identifi ed as Manikandan, 
who is teaching at a private 
school was arrested Saturday.  
The child is a Class I student 
in the private school where 
Manikantan teaches. The 
incident came to light when 
the girl complained of physical 
discomfort and was taken 
to a hospital, where doctors 
confi rmed that she had been 
sexually harassed. 

Fire destroys 
over 25 shops 
Itanagar: A massive fi re 
broke out at Tenga Market 
in Arunachal Pradesh's West 
Kameng district in the early 
hours of Saturday, reducing 
more than 25 shops to ashes, 
police said. The fi re erupted 
around 4 am, swiftly engulfi ng 
the market and causing 
property damage worth 
crores of rupees, Rupa police 
station Offi cer-in-Charge, sub-
inspector Bharat Rai, said.  

Man lynched 
Bhagalpur (Bihar): A 
36-year-old man, suspected 
to be mentally challenged, 
was lynched by a mob 
after he allegedly beat two 
people to death in Bihar's 
Bhagalpur district, police said 
Saturday. The incident took 
place in Makandpur village 
in Nathnagar police station 
area Friday night. A statement 
issued by the district police 
said, "According to locals, 
Chotu Kumar, suspected to be 
mentally challenged, started 
beating Rajeev Rai (68), Jai 
Prakash Ram (65) and three 
others with a wooden log in 
the village. While Rajeev Rai 
died on the spot, Jai Prakash 
Ram succumbed to his 
injuries during treatment. The 
other three are undergoing 
treatment at the nearest 
government hospital and their 
condition is reported to be 
stable."

SHORT TAKES

ACCORDING TO BOARD 
OFFICIALS, A TOTAL OF 24.12 

LAKH CLASS-X STUDENTS WILL 
TAKE THE TEST IN 84 SUBJECTS, 
WHILE MORE THAN 17.88 LAKH 

STUDENTS WILL APPEAR IN 
THE CLASS-XII EXAMS ACROSS 

120 SUBJECTS

THE EXAMS ARE SCHEDULED 
TO BE CONDUCTED AT 7,842 

CENTRES IN INDIA AND 
26 ABROAD

Over 42L students set to appear at 7,800 centres
CBSE EXAMS FOR CLASSES X, XII BEGIN

A butterfl y perches on a fl ower leaf, in Birbhum district of West Bengal  PTI PHOTO

Top court to hear pleas
concerning Places of 
Worship Act Feb 17
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 15: The Su-
preme Court will hear a batch 
of pleas relating to the Places 
of Worship (Special Provisions) 
Act, 1991, February 17.

As per the causelist for Feb-
ruary 17 uploaded on the apex 
court's website, a bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna 
and Justices Sanjay Kumar and 
K V Viswanathan is slated to 
hear the matter.  The Act pro-
hibits conversion of any place 
of worship and provides for the 
maintenance of the religious 
character of any place of wor-
ship as it existed August 15, 1947. 
However, the dispute relating to 
the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri 
Masjid issue in Ayodhya was 
kept out of its purview.

Some of the pleas fi led in the 
apex court have challenged the 
validity of certain provisions of 
the 1991 law. On January 2, the 
top court agreed to examine a 
plea fi led by AIMIM chief Asa-
duddin Owaisi seeking effective 
implementation of the places of 
worship law. 
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New Delhi, Feb 15:  UN cli-
mate chief Simon Stiell has 
called India a “solar superpow-
er” and urged it to develop an 
ambitious climate plan cover-
ing its entire economy, saying 
that an even stronger embrace 
of the global clean energy 
boom will supercharge its eco-
nomic rise. 

Stiell, who is in India to at-
tend the ET Global Business 
Summit, lauded India’s efforts 
to mitigate climate change, 
saying that while some gov-
ernments only talk, “India 
delivers”. 

“India is already a solar 
superpower, one of only four 
countries to have installed 
more than 100 gigawatts of so-
lar... Energy access is on the 
rise with villages across the 
country electrifi ed by 2018, well 
ahead of schedule,” he said. 

“Now there is a real oppor-
tunity to take the next step and 
unleash even bigger benefi ts for 
India's 1.4 billion people and 
economy. India is already head-
ed fi rmly in this direction, but 
an even stronger embrace of the 
global clean energy boom will 
supercharge India's economic 
rise,” he said. 

Stiell said India has an oppor-
tunity that only a few countries 
have: "To realise ambitious 
plans to deploy hundreds more 
gigawatts of renewable energy 
capacity. To lead a new wave of 
green industrialization, devel-
oping, scaling, and exporting 

vital technologies."
 He said the world's fi fth-larg-

est economy is well-positioned 
to reap the benefi ts of ambi-
tious, economy-wide climate 
plans. 

"Key among them is Prime 
Minister (Narendra) Modi's 
leadership in prioritizing 
LiFE–unleashing the power 
of institutions, communities, 
and individuals to protect the 
environment and promote a 
circular economy."

 The UN climate chief add-
ed that India's leaders have 
a rare opportunity to deepen 
whole-of-economy industrial 
strategies that would make the 
fast-developing South Asian na-
tion a "dominant force in clean 
energy and industry". 

 Countries are required to 
submit their next round of 
Nationally Determined Con-
tributions (NDCs), or climate 
plans, for the 2031-2035 period 
this year. 

 With most countries, includ-
ing India, missing the February 

10 deadline, Stiell earlier this 
month urged them to submit 
their plans by September at the 
latest.   An offi cial source in the 
Union Environment Ministry 
told PTI that India has not yet 
fi nalised its new NDCs. 

 "India's new NDCs will have 
targets achievable with the 
means available. Mitigating 
climate change requires fi nan-
cial and technological support, 
along with other enablers. De-
veloped countries are unwilling 
to provide this support. Why 
should countries that did not 
cause climate change continue 
to suffer?" the source said. 

 The collective aim of these 
climate plans is to limit global 
temperature rise since the start 
of the industrial revolution to 
1.5 degrees Celsius, the key goal 
of the 2015 Paris Agreement. 

 Developed countries, histor-
ically responsible for most of 
the greenhouse gas emissions 
driving climate change, were 
required to deliver a new and 
ambitious fi nancial package to 
support climate action in the 
developing world at the UN cli-
mate conference in Azerbaijan 
last year.

 However, they offered a pal-
try USD 300 billion by 2035, a 
mere fraction of at least USD 1.3 
trillion needed annually from 
2025.  India had called the sum 
"too little, too distant", "paltry" 
and "an optical illusion".

 The government's Economic 
Survey 2024-25 tabled in Parlia-
ment in January said the lack 
of funding from developed 
countries to mitigate climate 
change in the Global South may 
prompt developing countries to 
"rework" their climate targets.  

 Stiell warned that without 
strong climate action, especial-
ly by the G20, the planet will be 
facing much more dangerous 
rises in temperature.

 He cautioned that climate 
disruptions could severely af-
fect India's economy. 

Simon Stiell, who is in 
India to attend the ET 

Global Business Summit, 
lauded India’s efforts to 
mitigate climate change, 
saying that while some 
governments only talk, 

“India delivers”

UN climate chief calls 
India ‘solar superpower’

India is already a 
solar superpower, 
one of only four 

countries to have installed 
more than 100 gigawatts 
of solar... Energy access 
is on the rise with villages 
across the country 
electrifi ed by 2018, well 
ahead of schedule
SIMON STIELL I UN CLIMATE CHIEF
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Kottayam/ Thiruvanantha-
puram, Feb 15: Amid wide-
spread outrage over the brutal 
ragging incident at the Govern-
ment Nursing College here, the 
Kerala Nurses and Midwives 
Council (KNMC) Saturday de-
cided to bar all fi ve accused 
students from continuing their 
studies.

A council meeting convened 
here observed that the accused 
did not deserve to complete 
their studies or enter the ser-
vice profession. The council 
further noted that those en-
tering the nursing profession 
should be humane and compas-
sionate—whereas the accused 
displayed cruelty toward their 
juniors—behaviour that is 
unacceptable in any circum-
stance.

A council member described 
the Kottayam ragging incident 
as an "extremely cruel act" and 
said it cannot be justifi ed under 
any circumstances. "We will 
never justify the incident. What 
we want to emphasise is that 
allowing such individuals into 
the nursing profession would 
be a disaster," said Usha Devi, 
a council member.

She said the Council would 
soon inform the concerned au-
thorities of its decision. "We 
made the decision in a way 
that leaves them no chance to 
continue their studies. Through 
the District Health Services 
(DHS), we will inform the gov-
ernment of our decision, which 
will also be conveyed to the col-
lege authorities," the Council 
member told PTI.

With this decision, the ac-
cused students can no longer 
continue their studies in Kera-
la, she added. The Council's rul-
ing came a day after the state 
Health Minister indicated that 
strict action would be taken 
against those involved in the 
brutal incident.

On Friday, the department 
suspended Principal Sulekha 
A T and Assistant Professor/
Assistant Warden-in-Charge 
of the student hostel, Ajeesh 
P Mani, pending an inquiry 
for allegedly failing to prevent 
ragging and effectively inter-
vene in the matter. The hostel's 

housekeeper-cum-security staff 
was also ordered to be removed 
immediately, according to a 
statement issued by the Health 
Minister's offi ce late Friday 
night. The action was taken fol-
lowing an inquiry conducted by 
the Director of Medical Educa-
tion, as per the instructions of 
Health Minister Veena George, 
the statement added.

Cutting across political lines, 
ministers and leaders contin-
ued to condemn the brutal rag-
ging incident and demanded 
strict action against it on Sat-
urday as well. State Minister 
for Devaswom and Ports V N 
Vasavan said the government's 
stance is to ensure that no ac-
cused are spared and that all 
those involved are brought to 
justice.

However, the minister dis-
missed the opposition's allega-
tion that some of the accused 
had links with the Students' 
Federation of India (SFI), the 
student wing of the CPI(M).

Responding to a question on 
the matter, General Education 
Minister V Sivankutty took a 
different stance, stating that 
if any individual activists of 
the outfi t (SFI) were involved 
in the incident, they should be 
removed from the organisation.
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Munich, Feb 15: External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar 
challenged an American sen-
ator who said that democracy 
“doesn't put food on the table” 
telling her that in India it does.

Jaishankar was apparently 
referring to the Pradhan Man-
tri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 
(PMGKAY) at a panel discus-
sion at the Munich Security 
Conference, where he coun-
tered US Senator Elissa Slotkin.

 “Senator, you said that de-

mocracy doesn't put food on 
your table. Actually… in my 
part of the world, it does. To-
day, since we are a democrat-
ic society, we give nutrition 
support, and food to 800 mil-
lion people,” Jaishankar said 
Friday.  “That is a matter of 
how healthy they are and how 
full their stomachs are. So, the 
point I want to make is that 
different parts of the world are 
going through different conver-
sations. Please do not assume 
that this is a kind of universal 

phenomenon, it is not,” he said.
 “There are parts where it is 

working well. Maybe there are 
parts where it's not,” he said. “I 
think people need to have hon-
est conversations about why it's 
not.”  “But I would argue that 
to an extent, as someone dispas-
sionately viewing it, a lot of it is 
an accumulated problem of the 
model of globalisation that we 
have followed for the last 25-30 
years. I think a lot of chickens 
have come home to roost.

 “So, yes there are issues, but 
from our point of view, let's not 
make that universal,” the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister added 
at the discussion.  The central 
government has been providing 
food grains free of cost under 
the PMGKAY since January 1, 
2023 to two types of benefi cia-
ries under the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA) and then 
extended it for fi ve years from 
January 1, 2024.

Democratic India able to
feed 800mn people: EAM

Jaishankar was 
apparently referring to 

the PMGKAY at a panel 
discussion at the Munich 

Security Conference, 
where he countered US 
Senator Elissa Slotkin

RAGGING HORROR

KNMC to bar accused 
from continuing studies

Maha govt sets up
seven-member panel 
for law on love jihad
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 15: The Maha-
rashtra Government has set 
up a seven-member commit-
tee headed by the state direc-
tor general of police (DGP) 
to study the legal aspects 
for a new law against forced 
conversions and cases of 
'love jihad".

The committee includes 
secretaries of the women and 
child welfare, minority af-
fairs, law and judiciary, social 
justice and special assistance 
departments, and deputy sec-
retaries of the home depart-
ment. 

As per a Government Reso-
lution (GR) issued late Friday, 
the committee will study the 
prevailing situation in the 
state and suggest steps to 
tackle the complaints of "love 
jihad" and forced conversions.

The committee will also 
look at legal aspects and the 
laws framed in other states.

Disturbing visuals of 
the brutal ragging 
surfaced Thursday, 
showing the victim tied 
to a cot and repeatedly 
pierced with a compass. 
The abuse took place 
in the boys' hostel, 
targeting fi rst-year 
nursing students



If money was not 
important: why 
did you go to the 
US in the fi rst 
place? 
To do charity? 
It is easy to say: 

money & tax is not everything, 
once you have worked in the US for 
15 years. And, built enough wealth 
for yourself. 
Now, you lecture: others not to 
take the path you had taken. 
See the hypocrisy? 
I have no interest in personally 
targeting you. But, this BS has been 
throw by a lot of ex-NRI's (who 
have now returned to India).  
So genuinely want an answer.

 @Akshat_World
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FARMERS PROTEST 
IN BIKANER DIVISION
Farmers staged protests and blocked highways in 
Rajasthan's Bikaner division Saturday, demanding 
additional water for crop irrigation. The farmers 
sat on “dharna” and held meetings at different 
locations to demand the release of water in the 
Indira Gandhi Canal. They threatened to continue 
their protests till their demands were met

Drones have revolution-
ised warfare, combining 

batteries, motors and optics to 
manoeuver and communicate on 
the battlefi eld in unprecedented 
ways. But drones are not just one 
technology -- they are bottom-up 
innovations produced by a strong 
industrial system
RAHUL GANDHI | CONGRESS LEADER

Fire engulfs 7 tents 
in MahaKumbh
Mahakumbh Nagar: A fi re 
broke out at the storeroom of a 
camp in the MahaKumbh Mela 
area Saturday evening, gutting 
seven tents and destroying 
some items, including blankets 
and foodgrains, offi cials said. 
No person was injured, they 
said. Chief Fire Offi cer (Kumbh) 
Pramod Sharma said the fi re 
broke out at a camp in Sector 
19 of the Maha Kumbh area and 
it engulfed seven tents. "As 
soon as we received the fi re 
alert, fi refi ghting motorcycles 
reached the spot within two 
minutes, followed by four fi re 
tender trucks," he said.

Ch’garh: BJP sweeps 
all 10 mayoral polls
Raipur: The BJP swept all the 10 
mayoral elections in Chhattisgarh 
Saturday with BJP National 
President J.P. Nadda and Chief 
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai calling 
it a historic mandate in favour of 
‘Modi ki Guarantee’.  Addressing 
media persons, CM Sai said, 
“The BJP has achieved a historic 
victory in the municipal elections, 
with the people of Chhattisgarh 
trusting the party. Voters have 
expressed their confi dence in 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and his leadership.”

Stampede-like situation 
at New Delhi rly station
New Delhi:  At least four 
women were reportedly injured 
and rushed to hospitals after a 
stampede-like situation broke 
out at the New Delhi railway 
station late Saturday evening, 
triggering a chaos on platform 
numbers 14 and 15, offi cials 
said. Several passengers also 
claimed that at least four 
women were rushed to 
nearby hospitals.

Having 
scientifi c 
knowledge is 

not enough. What 
is more important 
is how it is 
used for benefi t-
ting the public

PINARAYI VIJAYAN |  KERALA CM

Some people 
blame the 
Election Com-

mission, Supreme 
Court and EVMs 
for their loss. The 
EC and EVMs are 
good when you win, and are bad 
when you lose. Now you allege 
irregularities in the voters' list

EKNATH SHINDE | MAHA DEPUTY CM

Various deep 
information 
are coming 

up. The cabinet will 
discuss it tomor-
row and probably 
a SIT will be con-
stituted as a police case is needed 
to take forward the inquiry, verify 
passport and visa details

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA | ASSAM CM

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 15: Legal ex-
perts Saturday gave divergent 
views on whether the Chief Jus-
tice of India should be involved 
in executive appointments with 
some saying the CJI's partici-
pation adds fairness in the pro-
cess while others were of the 
opinion that he should not be 
in such selection committees. 

The views came in the wake 
of Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar wondering Friday 
that how could the CJI, even 
by “statutory prescription”, 
get involved in executive ap-
pointments such as that of CBI 
director, and said it was time to 

“revisit” such norms.
While noted constitutional 

expert and senior advocate 
Rakesh Dwivedi said the CJI 
should not be part of the selec-
tion committee relating to ap-
pointment of CBI director and 
other executive appointments, 
senior advocate Shoeb Alam 
said such appointments only 
benefi t from the participation 
of the CJI. Senior advocate 
Gopal Sankaranarayanan said 
since the matter relating to 
appointment of the chief elec-
tion commissioner (CEC) and 
election commissioners under 
a 2023 law, which excluded the 
CJI from the selection panel, 
was pending before the Su-

preme Court, the vice president 
should not have made such a 
statement.

Another senior advocate 
Mohit Mathur said though in-
clusion of CJI in the selection 
process was to keep it free and 
fair, the vice president should 
not have made such a statement.

“In view of separation of 
judiciary from executive and 
legislature and that Supreme 
Court exercises judicial review 
powers, the chief justice should 
not be part of selection commit-
tee relating to CBI director and 
other executive appointments. 
He can be part of it if appoint-

ments are to judicial tribunals 
though,” Dwivedi said.

Alam said, “Participation of 
the CJI adds fairness and im-
partiality to selections to key 
posts.”  He said in a democra-
cy like ours, such appointments 
only benefi t from the participa-
tion of the CJI. 

“Increasing the credibility 
of the process and ensuring ad-
herence to due process, cannot 
be termed as judicial activism 
or encroachment on executive 
power,” Alam said. “Most of 
all, it contributes to ensuring a 
suitable appointment, especial-
ly when there is no law cover-
ing the fi eld of appointment. As 
was the case for appointment of 

ECs (election commissioners) 
and CEC till recently,” he said.

Sankaranarayanan said, “As 
the matter is sub judice, neither 
the vice president nor I should 
comment on it. He should know 
better”. Mathur said in the se-
lection process for CBI direc-
tor, the prime minister is also 
involved along with the CJI. 
Mathur said vice president is 
a post which has to be above all 
party or government lines. 

Speaking at the National 
Judicial Academy, Bhopal, 
Dhankhar had on Friday said 
that in his view, the 'doctrine 
of basic structure' has a very 
"debatable jurisprudential 
basis".

Should CJI be involved in executive appointments?
The views came in the wake of Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar wondering Friday that how could the CJI, even by “statutory prescription”, 

get involved in executive appointments such as that of CBI director, and said it was time to “revisit” such norms

Former British prime minister Rishi Sunak with wife Akshata Murty at the Taj Mahal, in Agra   PTI PHOTO

AGENCIES

Amritsar/Chandigarh, Feb 
15: A plane carrying 116 illegal 
Indian immigrants from the US 
landed at the Amritsar Inter-
national Airport late Saturday 
night, offi cial sources said. 

 This is the second such batch 
of Indians to be deported by the 
Donald Trump administration 
as part of its promised crack-
down on illegal immigrants. 
The fl ight landed at the airport 
around 11:30 pm as against the 
expected time of 10 pm, they 
said. Earlier, there were reports 
that the plane would carry 119 
immigrants, but now as per an 
updated list of passengers, the 
number of deportees in the sec-
ond batch was 116, they added.

Among the deportees, 65 are 
from Punjab, 33 from Hary-
ana, eight from Gujarat, two 
each from Uttar Pradesh, Goa, 
Maharashtra and Rajasthan, 
and one each from Himachal 
Pradesh and Jammu and Kash-
mir. Most of the deportees are 
in the age group of 18 to 30, as 
per the sources. The families of 
some of the deportees reached 
the airport to receive them. 
On February 5, a US military 
aircraft carrying 104 illegal In-
dian immigrants landed at the 
Amritsar Airport. Of them, 33 
each were from Haryana and 
Gujarat, and 30 from Punjab. 

 Notably, the third plane car-
rying 157 deportees is also ex-
pected to land Sunday. Notably, 
the US military aircraft with 
104 Indian deportees landed at 
the Shri Guru Ramdas Ji Inter-
national Airport in Amritsar 
February 5.   A family member 
of the of one of the illegal Indi-
an immigrants deported by the 

US, says, "He reached the US 
27th January. They sold their 
land. They are staying at their 
relative's house. We have spent 
`50-55 lakhs."

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann kept up his attack 
on the BJP-Centre Saturday 
over the landing of US planes 
with illegal Indian immigrants 
at the Amritsar airport and 
asked it not to make the holy 
city a "deport centre".Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi should 
have taken up the issue with US 
President Donald Trump and 
told him that India will send its 
own plane to bring these people 
back, he said.

Replying to a question on 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader R P Singh's post on X 
that Amritsar is the closest in-
ternational airport for planes 
entering India from the US, 
Mann wondered that in that 
case, why the Centre has not 
started fl ight services to the 
US from the city, which has 
been the demand of the state 
government.

Mann Friday questioned the 
move to allow another plane 
carrying immigrants to land 
in Amritsar, as he accused the 
Centre of trying to defame Pun-
jab as part of a conspiracy.

Plane carrying 116
deportees from US
lands in Amritsar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 15: Income 
Tax payers can now match the 
sections of the I-Tax Act, 1961, 
with the corresponding clauses 
in the simplifi ed I-T Bill, 2025, 
on the tax department portal.

Also, Section to Section 
mapping as per Income Tax 
Act, 1961 and Section number 
as per New Income Tax Bill 
has been uploaded on the I-T 
department's website.

 A simplifi ed Income Tax Bill, 
2025, was introduced in the Lok 
Sabha February 13 by Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 
The Bill, once enacted, will re-
place the 64 years old Income 
Tax Act which has become 
bulky over time with its tra-
ditional style of drafting and 
numerous amendments.

The simplifi ed Bill has a 
word count of 2.6 lakh, lower 
than 5.12 lakh in the I-T Act. 
The number of Sections is 536, 
as against 819 effective sections 
in the existing law.  The num-
ber of chapters also have been 
halved to 23 from 47 currently. 
The Bill has 57 tables, compared 
to 18 in the existing act, besides 

formulae which make it easier 
for a taxpayer to calculate tax 
liability. It has removed 1,200 
provisos and 900 explanations.

In a post on X, the depart-
ment February 14 said it has 
activated the utility to check 
Section of the Income Tax Act, 
1961, vis-a-vis corresponding 
clause of the new Income Tax 
Bill. A taxpayer can select 
the section of I-T Act, 1961, 

from a drop down menu and 
accordingly the correspond-
ing clause in the I-T Bill will 
appear.

 Besides, a section wise 
mapping has been given in 
tabular format for taxpayer 
convenience. The Bill uses 
shorter sentences and has 
been made reader-friendly 
with the use of tables and for-
mulae. Tables have been pro-

vided for provisions relating 
to TDS, presumptive taxation, 
salaries, and deductions for 
bad debt .

The Bill introduces a new 
concept of 'tax year' as the 
12-month period beginning 
from April 1. This would re-
place the present concept of 
assessment and previous year. 
Currently, income earned in 
the previous year (PY) say in 
the year April 2024 to March 
2025 will be assessed in assess-
ment year (AY) 2025-26.

The Bill will come into ef-
fect from April 1, 2026, after 
it is vetted by a Select Com-
mittee of the Lok Sabha and 
cleared by Parliament.

 The new Bill has omitted 
redundant sections, like those 
relating to Fringe Benefit Tax. 
The Bill is free from 'expla-
nations or provisos', thereby 
making it easier to read and 
comprehend.

Also, the word 'notwith-
standing', which was used 
excessively in the Income 
Tax Act, 1961, has been done 
away with in the new Bill and 
almost everywhere replaced 
with the term 'irrespective'.

A simplifi ed Income Tax Bill, 2025, was introduced in the Lok Sabha 
February 13 by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

The Bill, once enacted, will replace the 64 years old Income Tax 
Act which has become bulky over time with its traditional style of 

drafting and numerous amendments

I-T dept starts mapping of I-T Act, Bill

This is the second such batch 
of Indians to be deported by the 
Donald Trump administration as 
part of its promised crackdown 
on illegal immigrants

Earlier, there were reports 
that the plane would carry 119 
immigrants, but now as per 
an updated list of passengers, 
the number of deportees in the 
second batch was 116, they 
added

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 15: Popular 
YouTuber Ranveer Allahbadia 
apologised for his controversial 
remark again on Saturday but 
said he is scared as he and his 
family are receiving death 
threats.

Allahbadia, one of the most 
infl uential podcasters with 
over 16 million followers across 
social media platforms, landed 
in a major controversy over 
his comment on parents and 
sex at Samay Raina's comedy 
show "India's Got Latent" last 
Monday. He apologised the next 

day but the controversy refused 
to die down with police com-
plaints fi led against him and 
those involved with the show. 
On Saturday, the social media 

infl uencer issued another apol-
ogy on X and said he and his 
team are cooperating with the 
police and all other authorities. 

"I will follow due pro-

cess and be available to all 
agencies.

 My remark about parents 
was insensitive and disre-
spectful. It is my moral re-
sponsibility to do better and 
I am genuinely sorry. 

 "I'm watching death threats 
pour in from people saying 
that they want to kill me and 
hurt my family. People have 
invaded my mother's clinic 
posing as patients. I'm feeling 
scared and I don't know what 
to do. But I'm not running 
away. I have full faith in the 
police and the judicial system 
of India," he wrote.

YouTuber Ranveer Allahbadia apologises again
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu/Srinagar, Feb 15: 
Jammu and Kashmir Lt Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Saturday 
dismissed three government 
employees including a jailed 
policeman for their alleged 
terror links, a move that drew 
sharp reactions from various 
quarters with Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah questioning 
the action. 

 The sacked employees have 
been identifi ed as police consta-
ble Firdous Ahmad Bhat, teach-
er Mohammad Ashraf Bhat and 

orderly in forest department Nis-
ar Ahmad Khan who was earlier 
arrested in connection with the 
killing of a National Conference 
minister in 2000, offi cials said.

The LG invoked Article 311 
(2) (c) of the Constitution to ter-
minate the services of the three 
employees after investigation 
by law enforcement and intel-
ligence agencies clearly estab-
lished their terror links, the of-
fi cials said. Over 70 government 
employees have been fi red by 
the LG in the Union Territory 
for their terror links in the past 
few years. 

Cop among 3 govt employees 
sacked over terror links in J&K

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 15: The En-
forcement Directorate (ED) 
has seized its biggest-ever 
cryptocurrency worth `1,646 
crore as part of a "mega" 
money laundering investiga-
tion into a fraud investment 
scheme where numerous 
depositors were duped in 
the name of securities invest-
ment, offi cial sources said.

The Ahmedabad offi ce of 
the federal probe agency has 
also seized `13.50 lakh in cash, 
an SUV and a number of dig-
ital devices after it concluded 
a fresh round of searches on 
Saturday in the case related to 
"fraudulent" and unregistered 
offering and sale of securities 
in the form of investments 
through 'BitConnect lending 
program'.

The ED case, fi led under the 
Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA), stems from 
an FIR of the Surat Police 
crime branch which said the 
alleged fraud that took place 
between November 2016 - Jan-
uary 2018 (after demonetisa-
tion).

ED seizes ‘biggest’ crypto 
fund worth `1,646 crore
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POPE RECOVERING 
Pope Francis slept well during a qui-
et fi rst night in the hospital after be-
ing admitted with a respiratory tract 
infection, and was up eating and 
reading Saturday, the Vatican said. 
Francis, 88, ate breakfast Saturday 
morning and read the newspapers 
while continuing his drug therapy, 
spokesman Matteo Bruni said

The people of 
this country 
know the pain 
of forced 
removals
CYRIL RAMAPHOSA | 
PRESIDENT, SOUTH AFRICA

Another woman takes 
over top job at Vatican
Rome: Another woman is 
taking over a top management 
job in the Vatican: Sister 
Raffaella Petrini, an Italian 
nun, was named Saturday as 
president of the Vatican City 
State, making her essentially 
the governor of the 44-hectare 
(108-acre) territory in Rome 
that is home to the Catholic 
Church. Petrini had previously 
been the secretary general of 
the Vatican administration, 
which among other things is 
responsible for the functioning 
of the Vatican Museums, a 
major source of revenue for 
the Holy See. She moves into 
the top job March 1 following 
the retirement of Cardinal 
Fernando Vérgez Alzaga, 
who turns 75 that day. Last 
month, Francis named the fi rst 
woman to head a major Holy 
See offi ce, appointing another 
Italian nun, Sister Simona 
Brambilla, to become prefect 
of the department responsible 
for all the Catholic Church's 
religious orders.

Looting hits eastern 
Congo’s Bukavu
Bukavu: Chaotic scenes 
unfolded in the eastern Congo 
city of Bukavu on Saturday 
after Rwanda-backed M23 
rebels reached its outskirts, 
while a threat by Uganda's 
army chief to attack a 
Congolese town raised fears of 
the confl ict fl aring into a wider 
regional war. The rebels have 
been pushing south towards 
Bukavu, the second-largest 
city in eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo, since they 
seized Goma, the largest city, 
at the end of last month. On 
Saturday, the World Food 
Programme's depot in Bukavu, 
which housed 6,800 metric 
tons of food, was being looted, 
a spokesperson told Reuters.

Nepal Deputy PM 
sustains burn injuries 
Kathmandu: Nepal’s Deputy 
Prime Minister Bishnu Prasad 
Paudel Saturday suffered 
burns during the inauguration 
of a tourism fair and was 
airlifted to Kathmandu. 
Paudel, who is also the fi nance 
minister, and Pokhara Mayor 
Dhanraj Acharya received 
burn injuries when hydrogen-
fi lled balloons caught fi re 
while lighting a candle at the 
inauguration of 'Visit Pokhara 
Year' aimed at attracting two 
million tourists in 2025. Pun 
Lama, the mayor's private 
secretary, told PTI that 
Paudel sustained injuries 
in his head and hand while 
Acharya suffered burns on 
his face. Both were airlifted 
to Kathmandu's Kirtipur 
Burn Hospital Kathmandu 
through Simrik Air helicopter 
for further treatment after 
receiving fi rst-aid treatment at 
a hospital in Pokhara, 
Lama said. 

Senator, you 
said that 
democracy 

doesn't put food 
on your table. 
Actually … in my 
part of the world, it 
(democracy) does. Today, since we 
are a democratic society, we give 
nutrition support, and food to 800 
million people

S JAISHANKAR | 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, INDIA

It was an hon-
our to wel-
come India's 

Prime Minister @
narendramodi 
back to the United 
States, and look 
forward to continuing to strength-
en the US-India friendship

TULSI GABBARD  | 
US DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE

There is no 
confl ict of 
fundamental 

interests or geo-
political confl ict 
between china and 
the EU

WANG YI  |  FOREIGN MINISTER, CHINA

SHORT TAKES

Students are greeted by residents as they fi nish their protest march over 
the fatal November 2024 Novi Sad railway station roof collapse, in Kragu-
jevac, Serbia February 13 REUTERS 

A woman holds heart-shaped balloons at Trocadero Square near the Eiffel 
Tower on Valentine's Day in Paris, France February 14        REUTERS 

A folk artist takes part in a molten iron fi reworks performance at Shang-
hai Happy Valley amusement park during the Lantern Festival, which 
marks the end of the Lunar New Year celebrations, in Shanghai, China, 
February 12    REUTERS 

A Congolese child, displaced by recent clashes between the M23 rebels 
and the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARDC), 
prepares to leave camp after being instructed by the M23 rebels to vacate 
the camps on the outskirts of Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
February 12       REUTERS 

A drone picture shows part of the Dead Sea and its shore near Ein Gedi, 
Israel, February 9        REUTERS 

Fragments of an explosive device, a radiation warning sign in the fore-
ground, are displayed by Ukrainian authorities after a drone attack at the 
former Chernobyl nuclear power plant, Ukraine February 14  PTI PHOTO

WEEK'S BEST PICS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Munich, Feb 15: Two top Eu-
ropean leaders stiffened their 
spines Saturday over unset-
tling new policies from Wash-
ington under President Donald 
Trump, as Ukraine's president 
urged creation of an “armed 
forces of Europe” and the lead-
er of Germany denounced med-
dling in its election after US 
Vice President JD Vance met 
with a German far-right leader.

Strident speeches from 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy and German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz on Day 
2 of the Munich Security Confer-
ence testifi ed to the impact of a 
blizzard of Trump decisions that 
have resonated at home and in 
Europe, notably his hopes to 
end the Russia-Ukraine war and 
nurture perceived allies on the 
continent.

Ramping up his desire for a 
more muscular and mighty Eu-
rope, Zelenskyy said Ukraine's 
three-year fi ght against an in-
vading Russian army has proved 
that a foundation exists for the 
creation of a European army 
that has long been discussed 
among some continental leaders.

“I really believe that time 

has come,” he 
said. “The armed 
forces of Europe 
must be created.” 
It's unclear whether 
the idea will catch on 
with European leaders. 
Zelenskyy has sought greater 
military and economic support 
from the European Union for 
years and repeatedly warned 
that other parts of Europe 
could be vulnerable to Russia's 
expansionist ambitions too.

While the bloc — along 
with the United States - has 
been one of Kyiv's strongest 

backers, pockets of 
political disagree-
ment in EU over its 
approach to Moscow 

and econom-
ic realities, 

including national 
debt levels that have crimped 
defence spending, have gotten 
in the way of greater support.

Zelenskyy alluded to a 
phone conversation between 
Trump and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin this week, af-
ter which Trump said he and 
Putin would likely meet soon 
to negotiate a peace deal over 

Ukraine — breaking with the 
Biden administration's hard-
er line against Moscow over 
Russia's full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine in 2022.

Trump later assured Zelen-
skyy that he, too, would have a 
seat at the table to end the war. 
The Ukrainian leader insisted 
Europe should also have one.

“Ukraine will never accept 
deals made behind our backs 
without our involvement, and 
the same rule should apply to 
all of Europe," Zelenskyy said. 
“A few days ago, President 
Trump told me about his con-
versation with Putin. Not once 
did he mention that America 
needs Europe at the table. That 
says a lot."

Zelenskyy insisted that "three 
years of full-scale war have 
proven that we already have 
the foundation for a united Eu-
ropean military force. And now, 
as we fi ght this war and lay the 
groundwork for peace and secu-
rity, we must build the armed 
forces of Europe.”

Noting the presence of NATO 
Secretary-General Mark Rutte 
in the audience, Zelenskyy said 
his idea “wasn't about replac-
ing the alliance. This is about 
making Europe's contribution 

to our partnership equal to 
America's”.
Scholz responds to Vance

Earlier, German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz said he was 
“pleased” at what he called a 
shared commitment with the 
United States to the “preserv-
ing the sovereign independence 
of Ukraine,” and agreed with 
Trump that the Russia-Ukraine 
war must end.

But also Scholz took aim at 
the new political tack from 
Washington, affi rming his 
strong stance against the far-
right and said his country won't 
accept people who “intervene 
in our democracy” — alluding 
to remarks by US Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance who scolded 
European leaders over their 
approach to democracy. Ahead 
of February 23 elections in Ger-
many, polls show the far-right 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) 
party — whose co-leader met 
with Vance Friday — current-
ly in second, ahead of Scholz's 
own Social Democrats.

Alluding to Germany's Nazi 
past, Scholz said the longstand-
ing commitment to “Never 
Again” — a return to the ex-
treme right — was not recon-
cilable with support for AfD.

‘Armed forces of Europe must be created’
Zelenskyy, Scholz take strong stands as new line from Washington under Trump jolts Europe

The 
old days are 

over when America 
supported Europe just 
because it always had

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY | 
PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

REUTERS

Washington, Feb 15: The 
campaign by President Don-
ald Trump and his adviser Elon 
Musk to radically cut back the 
US bureaucracy spread Friday, 
fi ring more than 9,500 workers 
who handled everything from 

managing federal lands to car-
ing for military veterans.

Workers at the departments 
of Interior, Energy, Veter-
ans Affairs, Agriculture and 
Health and Human Services 
had their employment termi-
nated in a drive that so far has 
largely - but not exclusively - 
targeted probationary employ-
ees in their fi rst year on the 
job who have fewer employ-
ment protections.

Trump says the federal gov-
ernment is too bloated and too 
much money is lost to waste 
and fraud. The government has 
some $36 trillion in debt and ran 
a $1.8 trillion defi cit last year, 
and there is bipartisan agree-
ment on the need for reform.

But congressional Democrats 
say Trump is encroaching on 
the legislature's constitutional 

authority over federal spend-
ing, even as his fellow Repub-
licans who control majorities 
in both chambers of Congress 
have largely supported the 
moves.

The speed and breadth of 
Musk's effort has produced 
growing frustration among 
some of Trump's aides over a 
lack of coordination, including 
White House Chief of Staff Su-
sie Wiles, sources told Reuters.
‘BETRAYED BY MY COUNTRY’

Fired federal workers ex-

pressed shock.
"I've done a lot for my coun-

try and as a veteran who 
served his country, I feel 
like I've been betrayed by 
my country," said Nick Gioia, 
who served in the army and 
worked for the Department of 
Defense for a total of 17 years 
before joining the USDA's 
Economic Research Service 
in December only to be fired 
late Thursday.

"I don't feel like this has 
anything to do with federal 
workers, I feel like this is just 
a game," said Gioia, who lives 
in Elizabethtown, Kentucky, 
and has a child with epilepsy. 

"To sit here and watch people 
like Mr Musk tweet out how he 
feels like he's doing a great job, 
he doesn't realize what he's do-
ing to people's lives."

Assault on US agencies: Nearly 10K fi red

REUTERS 

Cairo, Feb 15: Israeli hostag-
es Iair Horn, Sagui Dekel-Chen 
and Sasha (Alexander) Troufan-
ov were freed in Gaza Saturday 
and Israel began releasing some 
369 Palestinian prisoners and 
detainees in exchange, after 
mediators helped avert a cease-
fi re collapse.

The three Israelis were led 
onto a stage with Palestinian 
Hamas militants armed with 
automatic rifl es standing on 
each side of them at the site 
in Khan Younis, live footage 
showed, before they were tak-
en into Israel by Israeli forces.

Shortly afterwards, the fi rst 
bus carrying freed Palestinian 
prisoners and detainees de-
parted Israel's Ofer jail in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank, 
live footage showed.

The swap of the three Israelis 
for the 369 Palestinians eased 
fears that the ceasefi re agree-
ment could collapse before the 
end of the 42-day fi rst stage of 
a ceasefi re deal in effect since 
January 19.

In what has become known 
as Hostage Square in Tel Aviv, 
people broke into cheers and 
tears when they heard the Red 
Cross was on its way to deliv-
er the three to Israeli military 
forces in the Gaza Strip.

Three Israeli hostages 
freed in Gaza, Israel to 
release 369 Palestinians

The fi rings are in 
addition to the 

roughly 75,000 workers 
who have taken a buyout 

that Trump and Musk 
have offered to get them 

to leave voluntarily. That 
equals about 3% of the 

2.3 million person civilian 
workforce

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Hong Kong, Feb 15: Panda 
craze has once again gripped 
Hong Kong as residents com-
pete to name the territory's fi rst 
locally-born giant panda cubs 
who just turned six months old.

The competition to name 
the twin cubs, born August 15, 
launched Saturday following a 
celebratory ceremony attended 
by Hong Kong leader John Lee 
and other offi cials at Ocean Park, 
the theme park that houses the 
twins, their parents and two 
other giant pandas that arrived 
from mainland China last year. 
Residents can submit their sug-
gestions via the park's website.

Lee said the southern Chinese 
city now has the largest number 

of pandas in captivity outside of 
mainland China, and the cubs' 
names would be announced in 
the fi rst half of this year.

The pair, currently identi-
fi ed as the “Elder Sister” and 
the “Little Brother", will make 
their public debut Sunday and 
meet visitors for fi ve hours dai-
ly. The birth of the baby pandas 
last year made their mother 
Ying Ying the world's oldest 
fi rst-time panda mom.

HK residents compete to 
name twin panda cubs
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INDIA STEEL CAPACITY 
TO SURPASS 300 MT 
India is expected to surpass the 300 million 
tonnes (MT) steel capacity target by 2030 on 
the back of fi rm demand, SAIL Chairman 
Amarendu Prakash said Saturday. Prakash said 
the number looked unrealistic when the 
national steel policy was launched in 2017 to 
scale up India's total steel manufacturing 
capacity to 300 million tonnes per annum.

A new chapter has been 
added to the India-US 
partnership, enabling 

much stronger collaboration in 
strategic sectors including 
defence, energy, semicon-
ductors, space and emerging 
technologies like AI, quantum 
computing, advanced 
materials, and biotechnology 
CHANDRAJIT BANERJEE | DIRECTOR GENERAL, CII

Bank of India 
raises `2,690cr
Mumbai: Bank of India (BoI) 
Saturday said that it has 
successfully raised `2,690 crore 
through 10-year infrastructure 
bonds at an interest rate of 7.50 
per cent.  The funds were raised 
via the NSE Electronic Bidding 
Platform -- the bank’s third 
infrastructure bond issuance 
in the current fi nancial year. 
The public sector lender had 
initially set a base issue size 
of `1,500 crore, with an option 
to raise up to `3,500 crore. 
However, the offering received 
an overwhelming response, 
attracting a total of 94 bids 
worth `8,845 crore, which 
was nearly six times the base 
issue size. After reviewing the 
bids, the bank accepted 26 
bids, fi nalising the issuance 
at `2,690 crore. According to 
the bank, the funds raised 
from these long-term bonds 
will be utilised for fi nancing 
infrastructure projects and 
affordable housing, in line with 
the Reserve Bank of India’s 
(RBI) guidelines. The money will 
not be allocated to any specifi c 
project but will contribute 
to the overall funding of key 
sectors, it added. Over the past 
nine months, the bank has 
raised `12,500 crore through 
multiple bond offerings.

Hyundai’s India 
export milestone
Gurugram: Hyundai Motor 
India Limited (HMIL), one 
of the country’s leading 
automobile manufacturers, has 
completed 25 years of exports 
from India, reinforcing its 
position as the largest exporter 
in this segment.  Since starting 
exports in 1999, the company 
has shipped over 3.7 million (37 
lakh) vehicles across the globe, 
it said in a statement. The 
company’s export data showed 
the success of India’s push 
for self-reliant and globally 
competitive automobile 
production. Over the years, 
Hyundai has expanded its 
global reach, exporting cars 
to more than 150 countries. At 
present, the company supplies 
vehicles to over 60 nations, 
with Saudi Arabia, South 
Africa, Mexico, Chile, and Peru 
emerging as its top markets 
in 2024. Hyundai exported a 
total of 1,58,686 vehicles in 
2024, the company said. Among 
the top-selling export models, 
the i10 family has surpassed 
1.5 million units in overseas 
sales, while the popular VERNA 
series has crossed 500,000 
exports. The carmaker has also 
achieved a major milestone 
by exporting over 1 million 
vehicles to Africa.

SHORT TAKES

We deliv-
ered strong 
and sus-

tained growth 
this quarter, 
driven by 
robust perfor-
mance across the regions
GLENN SALDANHA |  GLENMARK PHARMACEU-
TICALS CMD

The private 
sector 
collabora-

tion is essential 
to bridge the 
skill gap. With 
structured 
policies and strong indus-
try-academia partnerships, 
India can enhance its health-
care skilling ecosystem and 
emerge as a key contributor 
to the global workforce
VK PAUL | NITI AAYOG MEMBER

uoteu

India's 
economic 
growth 

must be deeply 
rooted in our 
heritage while 
embracing 
innovation. Our ancestors—
from the Indus Valley traders 
to Acharya Chanakya—laid 
the foundations of self-reli-
ance and entrepreneurship, 
and those lessons remain as 
relevant today as ever 
MANSUKH MANDAVIYA | UNION MINISTER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 15: A target 
to take bilateral trade to USD 
500 billion by 2030 and plans 
to negotiate a bilateral trade 
agreement will help India 
boost its exports to the US, say 
exporters.

The focus on technology, 
defence, and green energy will 
particularly benefi t India’s ex-
port sectors and enhance glob-
al competitiveness, exporters 
said.

Federation of Indian Ex-
port Organisations (FIEO) 
President Ashwani Kumar 
underscored the importance 
of enhancing bilateral trade 
by eliminating barriers and 
streamlining processes.

International trade expert 
and Hi-Tech Gears Chair-
man Deep Kapuria said that 
the USD 500 billion bilateral 
trade target is an important 
outcome of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s high-level 
visit to Washington.

“Since India has surplus in 
trade with the US, it would 
bring signifi cant gains to India 
in terms of enhanced export to 

the world's largest economy. 
What is important here is that 
the two leaders have agreed to 
negotiate the fi rst tranche of a 
mutually benefi cial multi-sec-
tor bilateral trade agreement 
by fall of 2025,” he said.

Kapuria added that this de-
cision will give a big boost to 
US investors who want to relo-
cate to India and also looking 
for new investment opportuni-
ties in India.

“For Indian industry, this is 
a great opportunity to enhance 
their exports to the US as well 
as integration into GVCs (glob-
al value chains) led by US com-
panies,” he said.

However, economic think 
tank GTRI (Global Trade Re-
search Initiative) said that 
a full India-US FTA appears 
unlikely.

“The US prioritizes secur-
ing the best tariff deals but 
has little appetite for broad 
FTA-driven tariff cuts. India 
also has limited gains in ser-
vices, as Washington is unwill-
ing to expand business visas,” 
GTRI Founder Ajay Srivastava 
said.

He added that many trade 

issues are already covered 
under the US-led Indo-Pacifi c 
Economic Framework (IPEF), 
where India is a member.

Additionally, Trump’s tar-
iffs on Mexico and Canada, 
despite the USMCA (United 
States-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment), signal his scepticism 
toward trade agreements.

“Given these factors, India 
should focus on sector-specif-
ic deals instead of pursuing a 
comprehensive FTA,” Srivas-
tava said.

In 2023, the US and India 
bilateral trade in goods and 
services stood at USD 190.08 
billion (USD 123.89 goods and 
USD 66.19 services trade). In 
that year, India's merchandise 
exports to the US stood at USD 
83.77 billion, while imports 
were USD 40.12 billion, leaving 
a trade gap of USD 43.65 billion 
in favour of India.

The country's services ex-
ports to America were USD 
36.33 billion in 2023, while im-
ports were USD 29.86 billion. 
The trade gap (difference be-
tween imports and exports) 
was USD 6.47 billion in favour 
of New Delhi.

Trade pact to help India 
boost its exports to US

The focus on 
technology, 

defence, and green 
energy will 

particularly benefi t 
India’s export 

sectors and 
enhance global 

competitiveness, 
exporters say 
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New Delhi, Feb 15: Will US 
President Donald Trump’s in-
sistence on 'reciprocal tariffs' 
lead to the American cult bike 
brand Harley-Davidson's bigger 
play in India?

The budget presented ear-
lier in the month has already 
cut custom duties on imported 
premium bikes to make their 
entry cheaper.

Currently down to selling one 
India-made X 440, co-developed 
with Indian partner Hero Mo-
toCorp, and over fi ve fully-built 
imported models, Harley-Da-
vidson once sold 13 models in 
India with a starting price of 
`4.69 lakh with 33 dealerships 
before it shut its manufacturing 
and sales operations in 2020 as 
it could not make a mark after 
more than a decade of presence 
in the country.

In the Union Budget 2025-26 

presented by Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, custom 
duty on motorcycle with engine 
capacity of 1,600 cc and above 
imported as completely built 
unit (CBU) was slashed to 30 
per cent from 50 per cent earlier 
and for those imported as semi-
knocked down (SKD) units to 20 
per cent from 205 per cent, while 
on completely knocked down 
(CKD) units to 10 per cent from 
15 per cent earlier.

Similarly, import tariff on 
bikes with engine capacity not 
exceeding 1,600 cc in CBU form 
was cut to 40 per cent from 50 
per cent earlier and for those 
imported in SKD form to 20 per 
cent from 25 per cent, while on 
CKD to 10 per cent from 15 per 
cent earlier.

As per industry observers, 
the US imposes zero tariffs on 
most of the imported bikes al-
though two-wheelers of engine 
capacity between 500cc and 800 

cc attract 1.2 per cent and those 
above 800 cc at 2.4 per cent.

According to an India-US 
joint statement after a discus-
sion between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump at the White 
House, the leaders welcomed 
early steps to demonstrate mu-

tual commitment to address 
bilateral trade barriers.

The US "welcomed India's re-
cent measures to lower tariffs 
on US products of interest in 
the areas of bourbon, motorcy-
cles, ICT products and metals, 
as well as measures to enhance 
market access for US agricul-

tural products, like alfalfa hay 
and duck meat, and medical 
devices", it said.

“India also expressed appre-
ciation for US measures taken 
to enhance exports of Indian 
mangoes and pomegranates to 
the United States," the state-
ment said, adding both sides 
also pledged to collaborate to 
enhance bilateral trade by in-
creasing US exports of indus-
trial goods to India and Indian 
exports of labour-intensive 
manufactured products to the 
US. Query to Harley-Davidson's 
Indian partner Hero MotoCorp 
on the possibility of expand-
ing the brand's model lineup 
in India if import tariffs were 
reduced further remained un-
answered.

India was the second coun-
try where Harley-Davidson set 
up CKD assembly operations 
outside the US, after Brazil. 
However in 2020 the company 

decided to discontinue its sales 
and manufacturing operations 
in India as part of a global re-
structuring and closed the Baw-
al plant in Haryana.

The same year the company 
announced a partnership with 
India's leading two-wheeler 
maker Hero MotoCorp through 
a distribution agreement.

Under the agreement, the In-
dian partner agreed to sell and 
service Harley-Davidson motor-
cycles and sell parts and acces-
sories and general merchandise 
riding gear and apparel through 
a network of brand-exclusive 
Harley-Davidson dealers and 
Hero MotorCorp's existing deal-
ership network in India.

In December last year, the 
two companies expanded their 
collaboration to introduce new 
products and agreed to intro-
duce new trims of Harley-Da-
vidson X440 and develop an 
all-new bike.

Will Harley-Davidson roar in full range in India again?

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 15: Social me-
dia major Meta Saturday tagged 
India as one of its largest markets 
to be connected with the compa-
ny's world's longest undersea ca-
ble "Project Waterworth" which 
is expected to be operational by 
the end of this decade.

Meta has announced "Project 
Waterworth" which will reach 
fi ve major continents and span 
over 50,000 kilometers -- longer 
than the earth's circumference.

The project was part of the 
US-India Joint Leaders' State-
ment that was released on Febru-
ary 13 following the visit of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to US.

“Meta is investing in India 
-- one of its largest markets -- 
bringing the world's longest, 
highest capacity and most tech-
nologically advanced subsea 
cable project to connect India, 
the US, and other locations,” 
Meta spokesperson said on 
Saturday.

The undersea cables are cru-
cial for internet operations. 
These cables connect countries 
with each other. Local telecom 
operators connect with under-
sea cables to provide internet 
access to their customers.

The investment assumes sig-
nifi cance as telecom operators 
have been demanding big techs 
including Meta to contribute 
towards building network in-
frastructure to decongest the 
data traffi c load and improve 
customer's experience.

“Driven by India's growing 
demand for digital services, 
this investment reaffi rms Me-
ta's commitment to economic 
growth, resilient infrastruc-
ture, and digital inclusion, 
supporting India's thriving 
digital landscape and fostering 
technological innovation,” the 
spokesperson said.

According to the US-India 
joint statement, India intends 
to invest in maintenance, re-
pair and fi nancing of undersea 
cables in the Indian Ocean, us-
ing trusted vendors.

Meta in a blog on Project Wa-
terworth said that the compa-
ny is deploying fi rst-of-its-kind 
routing, maximizing the cable 
laid in deep water -- at depths 
up to 7,000 metres -- and using 
enhanced burial techniques in 
high-risk fault areas, such as 
shallow waters near the coast, 
to avoid damage from ship an-
chors and other hazards.

The company said the new, 
multi-billion dollar investment 
will connect fi ve continents, en-
hancing the scale and reliabili-
ty of the global digital highways 
that power Meta's apps and 
services, and will be ready for 
service at the end of the decade.

“This project will enable 
greater economic cooperation, 
facilitate digital inclusion, and 
open opportunities for techno-
logical development in these 
regions. For example, in In-
dia, where we've already seen 
signifi cant growth and invest-
ment in digital infrastructure, 
Waterworth will help acceler-
ate this progress and support 
the country's ambitious plans 
for its digital economy,” the 
blog said.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, Feb 15: Nifty and 
Sensex faced resistance at higher 
levels this week, leading to profi t 
booking, as global macro uncer-
tainties and mixed earnings kept 
investors wary. Going forward, 
market direction will hinge 
on global trade developments, 
earnings outcomes and sectoral 
momentum, say experts. 

Over the past week, Indian eq-
uity markets have experienced 
notable declines across indices. 
The Nifty 50 index has fallen 
approximately 4 per cent since 
February 5, now standing about 
13 per cent below its record high 
from September 2024.

The broader market has also 
seen signifi cant pressure, with 
the Nifty Midcap 100 declining by 
2.5 per cent and the Nifty Small-
cap 100 dropping about 3 per cent.

The smallcap index has en-
tered bear market territory, 
trading over 20 per cent below 
its December 2024 peak.

These declines stem from 
concerns over US tariff policies 
and slowing corporate earnings, 
leading to widespread sell-offs, 
particularly in small-cap stocks, 
said Krishna Appala from Capi-
talmind Research.

On Friday, the Indian stock 
markets continued their down-
ward trend for the eighth straight 
session. At the closing bell, the 
Sensex closed around 200 points 
lower at 75,939, while Nifty shed 
102 points or 0.55 per cent to end 
at 22,929.

According to experts, market 
volatility is a constant feature, 
but it also creates opportunities.

Instead of reacting impul-
sively to short-term swings, in-
vestors should focus on strong 
businesses with long-term 
growth potential and structural 
tailwinds.

While today’s market presents 
its own set of challenges, selec-
tive opportunities are emerging. 
However, macroeconomic tail-
winds remain intact.

India to be connected 
with longest undersea 
cable, says Meta

GLOBAL TRADE ISSUES
TO DRIVE SENSEX, NIFTY ASSOCIATED PRESS

San Francisco, Feb 15: Ope-
nAI says its board of directors 
has unanimously rejected a 
$97.4 billion takeover bid by 
Elon Musk.

“OpenAI is not for sale, and 
the board has unanimously re-
jected Mr. Musk's latest attempt 
to disrupt his competition," 
said a statement Friday from 
Bret Taylor, chair of OpenAI's 
board.

OpenAI attorney William 
Savitt in a letter to Musk's at-
torney Friday said the proposal 
“is not in the best interests of 
OAI's mission and is rejected.”

Musk, an early OpenAI in-
vestor, began a legal offensive 
against the ChatGPT-maker 
nearly a year ago, suing for 
breach of contract over what 
he said was the betrayal of its 
founding aims as a nonprofi t he 
helped found a decade ago. 

Then on Monday, while that 
case was still awaiting a key 
ruling, Musk and his own AI 
startup, xAI, and a group of in-
vestment fi rms announced a bid 

to buy the nonprofi t that con-
trols OpenAI. Musk in a court 
fi ling Wednesday expanded on 
the proposal to acquire the non-
profi t's controlling stake in the 
for-profi t OpenAI subsidiary.

Savitt’s letter Friday said 
that fi ling added “new materi-
al conditions to the proposal. 
As a result of that fi ling, it is 
now apparent that your clients' 
much-publicized bid' is in fact 
not a bid at all.” In any event, 
“even as fi rst presented,” the 
board has unanimously rejected 
it, Savitt said.

Musk has alleged in the 
lawsuit that the companies 

are violating the terms of his 
foundational contributions to 
the charity. Musk had invested 
about $45 million in the startup 
from its founding until 2018, his 
lawyer has said.

He escalated the legal dis-
pute late last year, adding new 
claims and defendants, includ-
ing OpenAI's business partner 
Microsoft, and asking for a 
court order that would halt 
OpenAI's plans to more fully 
convert itself into a for-profi t 
business. Musk also added xAI 
as a plaintiff, claiming that Ope-
nAI was also unfairly stifl ing 
business competition. 

OpenAI board rejects Musk’s $97.4bn takeover bid 20 NBFCs surrender 
registration 
certifi cates to RBI
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 15: The Reserve 
Bank of India Friday said 20 
non-banking fi nancial compa-
nies, including Reliance Com-
mercial Finance and IDFC Lim-
ited, have surrendered their 
certifi cate of registration (CoR).

Of these, two non-banking 
fi nancial companies (NBFCs) 
have surrendered their CoR 
as they have exited from the 
non-banking fi nancial institu-
tion business. These NBFCs are 
Manoway Investments Private 
Limited and Reliance Commer-
cial Finance Limited.

IDFC Ltd, IDFC Financial 
Holding Company Ltd and other 
16 entities surrendered the CoR 
as it ceased to be a legal entity 
due to amalgamation or merger.

Besides, the RBI cancelled the 
CoR of 17 NBFCs, the central 
banks said in another statement.

These NBFCs whose licences 
were cancelled had their regis-
tered offi ce in West Bengal. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 15: Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
Saturday said that going forward 
the bilateral investment treaties 
should capture national interest 
in relation to regulatory powers 
and serve as a guide to arbitra-
tors in resolving disputes.

Speaking at the inauguration 
of the fi rst PG Certifi cate Course 
on International Commercial 
& Investment Treaty Arbitra-
tion in New Delhi, Sitharaman 
said issues related to Bilateral 
Investment Treaty (BIT) are 
unique to the sovereign and 
hence BIT should be negotiat-
ed stand-alone rather than as a 
part of FTA agreement.

Stating that arbitrators have 
often ignored the judicial de-
cisions of the host country, 
Sitharaman said an investment 
treaty must not only provide 
better regulatory powers to the 
nations but must also serve as 
guidance to arbitrators to re-
store faith in arbitration.

“I strongly believe, mov-
ing forward, the framework 
of investment treaties should 
capture national interests in 
relation to regulatory pow-
ers and strengthen guidance 
for arbitrators in resolving 
disputes, keeping in mind 
nations' interests and cir-
cumstances as well,” Sitha-
raman said.

Presently, India is negoti-
ating this treaty with the UK, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the 
European Union (EU).

The government in Budget 
2025-26 had announced revamp-
ing the current model BIT to 
make it more investor-friendly 
and attract foreign players.

“To encourage sustained 
foreign investment and in the 
spirit of 'fi rst develop India', 
the current model BIT will be 
revamped and made more in-
vestor-friendly,” the Budget 
had said.

BITs should capture 
national interest: 
FM Sitharaman
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Mumbai, Feb 15: Dressed 
nattily in a white T-shirt and 
black tracks, Rohit Sharma got 
down from his car, and walked 
towards his teammates at the 
departure lounge amid loud 

calls of 'Rohit bhai' and 'Rohit 
sir' by fans waiting near the 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
International Airport entrance. 

Most of the squad members 
arrived in the team bus includ-
ing head coach Gautam Gam-
bhir, vice-captain Shubman 
Gill and star batter Virat Kohli 
and the stars obliged some fans 
by signing autographs or wav-
ing at a few of them. 

Soon, the team boarded an af-
ternoon fl ight to Dubai for the 
upcoming Champions Trophy 
amid heightened optimism of 
netting another global trophy 
after winning the T20 World 
Cup last June.  The confi dence 
-- of the fans and the team -- has 
been boosted by India's recent 3-0 
ODI series whitewash at home 
over England. 

Those supporters assembled 
at the Mumbai airport will be 
hoping that the icons led by 

Rohit and Kohli will pull off 
another triumph like they did 
in the West Indies last year. 

One last opportunity for greats?
Few months ago, Hardik Pan-

dya had walked out with the 
T20 World Cup trophy hoisted 

on his shoulders to join a sea of 
passionate fans on the streets 
near the Wankhede Stadium for 
an open bus parade. 

If those scenes are to be re-
peated next month, then India 
will need some runs from Ro-
hit and Kohli, who have copped 

heavy criticism after repeated 
failures in Test cricket. 

But they replied in kind, as 
Rohit made a characteristical-
ly fl uent hundred — a 90-ball 
119 in Cuttack ODI against En-
gland — and Kohli his 73rd fi fty 
in Ahmedabad. This might have 
brought them a temporary relief 
but a productive outing in the 
Champions Trophy is manda-
tory in the context of the duo's 
future in top-fl ight cricket. 

With the emphasis fi rmly 
on hitting the next World Test 
Championship cycle from 
June and building a team for 
the 2027 50-over World Cup the 
Ajit Agarkar-chaired selection 
panel will closely observe how 
the two veterans fare in Dubai.

Kohli needs 37 runs to be-
come the third batter ever in 
ODI history to make 14,000 
runs while Rohit is only 12 
runs away from becoming the 

10th batter to complete 11,000 
runs. But without a trophy, 
those numbers will lose some 
heaviness around them. 

A chance for young turks
A big promotion came young 

Gill's way when he was named 
the ODI vice-captain, and the 
batter who averages nearly 
61 in the format will be keen 
to stamp his authority with a 
fruitful outing in the Champi-
ons Trophy. 

The injury-enforced absence 
of Bumrah is an opportunity for 
the likes of Arshdeep Singh and 
Harshit Rana, while Varun 
Chakravarthy would want to 
prove himself as the surprise 
strike weapon. 

A coming together of all these 
factors will determine whether 
India will touch back in Mum-
bai as a boisterous winning 
group sometime next month. 

CHAMPIONS 
TROPHY Focus on Rohit, Kohli as India depart to Dubai

Bumrah-less India will 
open their campaign 
against Bangladesh 

February 20 in Dubai 
before the much-

anticipated blockbuster 
against traditional rivals 

Pakistan February 23, 
and then the Men in Blue 

will take on New Zealand 
March 2 to round off their 

league engagements

Gulveer smashes NR 
New Delhi: Hangzhou Asian 
Games bronze medalist Gulveer 
Singh made a strong start to his 
season, shattering a 16-year-old 
national record in the men's 
3000m indoor race at the BU David 
Hemery Valentine Invitational 
in Boston. The 26-year-old 
Army runner clocked 7:38.26, 
fi nishing second in the event 
and surpassing the previous 
Indian record of 7:49.47 set by 
Surendar Singh in 2008. Surendar 
now serves as a coach. Buoyed 
by his impressive performance, 
Gulveer has now set his sights on 
securing automatic qualifi cation 
for the 2025 World Athletics 
Championships in the men's 
10,000m, where the entry mark is 
27:00.00.

Aditi lone fi ghter 
Riyadh: Aditi Ashok was the lone 
Indian to make the cut after she 
carded an even-par 72 in the 
penultimate round of the PIF 
Saudi Ladies International held 
at Riyadh Golf Club. She shot an 
even par 72 to be 3-under for 36 
holes. At T-33, she was among the 
top 60 and ties who qualifi ed for 
the fi nal round. Among the other 
Indians Pranavi Urs (70-73) was 
1-under but missed the cut which 
fell at 2-under 142, Diksha Dagar 
(75-69) also exited as did Tvesa 
Malik (73-73).

Jelena stops Swiatek
Qatar: Three-time defending 
Qatar Open champion Iga Swiatek 
suffered a crushing 6-3, 6-1 
defeat by Jelena Ostapenko in 
the semi-fi nals on Friday, her fi fth 
loss in as many meetings with 
the mercurial Latvian. Swiatek 
entered the semi-fi nals carrying a 
15-match winning streak in Doha, 
having clinched the title in each 
of the last three editions. The fi ve-
time Grand Slam champion was 
looking to become the fi rst player 
since 2011 - and just second this 
century - to win the same WTA 
tournament four years in a row 
but Ostapenko had other ideas.

Upset for Chelsea
Augsburg: Enzo Maresca 
admitted Chelsea's dismal 3-0 
defeat at Brighton was the "worst 
performance" of his reign as 
Japan forward Kaoru Mitoma 
produced a contender for Premier 
League goal of the season on 
Friday. Maresca's hapless side 
failed to muster a shot on target 
in their second defeat in the 
space of seven days at the Amex 
Stadium. Chelsea's third defeat 
in their last four games in all 
competitions was another blow 
to their hopes of fi nishing in the 
top four.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

London, Feb 15: Top-ranked 
tennis player Jannik Sinner 
accepted a three-month ban 
in a settlement with the World 
Anti-Doping Agency and said 
Saturday the agreement ends 
a case that was “hanging over 
me" since his two positive dop-
ing tests nearly a year ago.

WADA, which was seeking to 
ban the three-time Grand Slam 
champion from the sport for at 
least one year, had challenged 
a decision last year by the In-
ternational Tennis Integrity 
Agency not to suspend Sinner 
for what the ITIA judged was 
accidental contamination by 
a banned anabolic steroid last 
March.

Sinner's explanation — that 
trace amounts of Clostebol in 
his doping sample was due to 
a massage from a trainer who 
used the substance after cutting 
his own fi nger — had been ac-
cepted.

The timing means the 
23-year-old Italian won't miss 
any Grand Slam tournaments. 
The French Open, the season's 
next major, starts May 25.

"This case had been hang-
ing over me now for nearly a 
year and the process still had 
a long time to run with a deci-
sion maybe only at the end of 

the year,” Sinner, who won the 
Australian Open in January, 
said in a statement.

The Montreal-based WADA 
had originally appealed the 
ITIA's ruling to the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport in Lau-

sanne, Switzerland. It has for-
mally withdrawn the appeal.

“WADA accepts the ath-
lete's explanation for the 
cause of the violation as out-
lined in the first instance 
decision. WADA accepts that 
Mr Sinner did not intend to 
cheat, and that his exposure 
to Clostebol did not provide 
any performance-enhancing 
benefit and took place without 
his knowledge as the result of 
negligence of members of his 
entourage,” it said in Satur-
day's announcement.

Sinner banned for doping  
Weeks after Grand Slam win, world no 1 Jannik Sinner gets three-month 

ban in settlement of doping case, can return before French Open

I have always accepted 
that I am responsible 
for my team and realize 
WADA's strict rules are 

an important protection for 
the sport I love
JANNIK SINNER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Feb 15: Asian 
champion Sunil Kumar, U-23 
Asian Championship gold 
winner Minakshi and several 
other Indian wrestlers gathered 
at Sports Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya's residence Satur-
day, seeking his intervention 
to secure approval for their 
participation in the upcoming 
Ranking Series in Albania.

The ministry has withheld 
approval for the wrestlers to 
participate in the second Rank-
ing Series of the year scheduled 
to take place in Tirana, Albania, 
from February 26 to March 2.

"We are unable to participate 
in the tournament and hence 
we came to the minister's res-
idence to request him to let us 
participate in the tournament," 
Kumar told PTI Videos.

"It will help us in the Asian 
Championship in Amman in 
March (as points will decide) 
the draws and fi rst-round 
bouts," he added. However, 
the minister was travelling 
and unavailable. The gathered 
bunch of 8-10 wrestlers waited 
till about 2pm outside his resi-
dence before dispersing.

"Earlier, we were not allowed 
to participate in World Ranking 
Championship in Croatia, and 
now we are not allowed to go 

to Albania. We came here to 
request, we don't know the rea-
son," Minakshi said. "We are 30 
wrestlers, there is no response. 
We came here and got to know 
that the minister is not here."

The ministry has cited the 
Wrestling Federation of In-
dia's (WFI) failure to submit the 
necessary recommendations on 
time as the reason for withhold-
ing the approval. WFI had sent 
the proposal to the Sports Au-
thority of India (SAI) January 
30, almost a month before the 
start of the tournament, a WFI 
source had told PTI Friday.

Due to the ongoing tussle 
between the ministry and the 
suspended WFI, the wrestlers 
had also missed the fi rst Rank-
ing Series in Zagreb, Croatia. 

Last year, the government 
had cleared the Indian wres-
tling team's participation at for 
World Championships after all 
the 12 selected athletes assem-
bled outside the residence of 
the sports minister.

Albania Ranking Series approval

Wrestlers seek sports 
minister’s intervention

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Feb 15: The IPL 
2025 is set to begin on March 22 
with a match between title hold-
ers Kolkata Knight Riders and 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
at the Eden Gardens, also the 
designated venue for this year's 
fi nal May 25.

The BCCI is yet to release 
the schedule but it is expected 
that the governing body will 
announce the full list of venues 
and matches early next week. 

In IPL 2024, Punjab had 
hosted Chennai Super Kings 
and RCB and had lost both the 
matches. However, this year 
the picturesque venue might 
get an additional match. 

The Royals played PBKS 
and KKR at Guwahati last 
year, while they lost the match 
against Punjab, the match 
against the Knight Riders end-
ed in a washout. 

Five-time champions Super 
Kings, set to be led by Ruturaj 
Gaikwad, will open their IPL 
2025 campaign March 23 at 
their home ground — MA Chi-
dambaram Stadium — against 
Hardik Pandya-led Mumbai In-
dians, who also owns fi ve titles 
in the league.

While both CSK and MI 
have zeroed in on their cap-
taincy choices, Kolkata is 
yet to name their leader after 
IPL-winning skipper Shreyas 
Iyer joined PBKS after the 
mega auction. 

IPL 2025: Opening match 
set to feature KKR, RCB

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: A 
confi dent India began their 
campaign in the Women’s Pro 
League with a 3-2 win against 
higher-ranked England at the 
Kalinga Hockey Stadium here 
Saturday.
     On the opening day, Deputy 
Chief Minister Kanak Vardhan 
Singh Deo and Sports Minister 

Suryabanshi Suraj graced the 
occasion, extending their best 
wishes to the players and boost-
ing their morale.

Two of India's goals came 
from penalty corners with 
Vaishnavi Phalke scoring the 
opener in the sixth minute and 
Deepika smashing the winner 
in the 25th, while Navneet Kaur 
struck the winner with just one 
minute left in the game.

Darcy Bourne (12th) and 
Fiona Crackles (58th) scored 
for England.

Vaishnavi opened the ac-
count from India, ranked ninth 
in the FIH, after a fi rmly-struck 

shot from Manisha Chauhan 
off the fi rst penalty corner hit 
a defender's stick and came 
back into play. Vaishnavi was 
perfectly placed to decisively 
hit the ball into the net.

India looked confi dent and 
showed the intent to ruffl e the 
seventh-ranked England with 
pace and short passes. How-
ever, quite against the run of 
play, England struck when a 
sloppy clearance by defender 
Ishika Chaudhary saw Darcy 
just push the ball straight into 
the goal from close to bring up 
the equaliser.

A minute later, goalkeeper 

Savita Punia bravely saved a 
firmly-hit reverse flick from 
crashing into the net with 
just two minutes in the first 
quarter, leaving India coach 
Harendra Singh in a sport of 
bother. Tessa Howard fi red a 
powerful shot from the left, but 
Savita produced a strong save 
to keep the score tied at 1-1.

Deepika marked her mile-
stone 50th international ap-
pearance with a crucial goal, 
converting the hosts' second 
penalty corner with a rasping 
shot to give her team a 2-1 lead 
again.

India focused on controlling 
the midfi eld, while England at-
tempted to exploit the fl anks.

Katie Curtis stood out for 
England, using her stick skills 
to advance the ball, but India 
remained resolute in defense, 
intercepting key passes.

In the 42nd minute, India 
earned another penalty corner, 
and Deepika unleashed a pow-
erful shot, only to be denied by 
the English goalkeeper.

England gained momentum 
in the fi nal quarter, earning 
three consecutive penalty cor-
ners, but failed to convert any 
of them. Their relentless pres-
sure fi nally paid off when Fiona 
found the equaliser.

Just a minute later, vice-cap-
tain Navneet struck powerful-
ly from the edge of the shoot-
ing circle, sending the ball 
through the goalkeeper's legs 
and into the net to seal the dra-
matic win.

A large number of specta-
tors and hockey enthusiasts 
gathered at Kalinga Stadium 
to witness the electrifying 
matches, creating an atmo-
sphere of excitement and pas-
sion for the sport.

FIH PRO LEAGUE

Navneet earns India 
hard-fought 3-2 win 
against England

Eves shine as campaign begins

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Bhubaneswar, Feb 15: Spain 
took sweet revenge for their 
defeat against India in the 
bronze-medal match at the 
Paris Olympics, overcoming 
Harmanpreet Singh's side 3-1 in 
a FIH men's Pro League game 
here Saturday.

India put up a lackluster 
show in their fi rst Pro League 
match this season, even as 
Spain showed loads of deter-
mination with Borja Lacalle 
(28th), Ignacio Cobos (38th) 
and Bruno Avila (56th) slot-
ting home the goals after the 
hosts had taken the lead in the 
25th minute through Sukhjeet 
Singh.

The fi rst quarter was all 
about gauging one another's 
strengths. Barring a run by 
Abhishek, who managed to 
create a chance for Lalit Upa-
dhyay, the Spanish goalkeeper 
was hardly tested.

India goalkeeper Krishan 
Bahadur too was rarely tested 
with the ball just hitting the far 
post and getting defl ected, that 
too from outside the striking 
circle.

India brought in keeper Suraj 
Karkera in the second quarter, 
and he was called into action al-
most immediately. He did well 
to thwart Spain from scoring 
the opening goal following a 
good move from the right.

Sukhjeet opened the scoring 
for the hosts in the 25th min-
ute following a speedy run and 
circle penetration from the 
right by Jarmanpreet Singh. 
The defender relayed the ball 
to Sukhjeet, who failed to trap it 
cleanly in his fi rst attempt, but 
recovered well to send a pow-
erful reverse-hit fl ying past the 
Spanish goalkeeper.

Three minutes later, Spain 
slotted home the equaliser. 
The rival team forwards prised 
open the Indian defence with a 

couple of passes inside the cir-
cle before Borja Lacalle, at the 
far post, tapped the ball in.

With India lacking cohesion 
upfront and a defensive strate-
gy, Ignacio doubled the lead in 
the third quarter.

Spain were awarded a pen-
alty corner but a poor trap 
from Borja saw him let the ball 
through. He, however, rushed 
back to take the ball in control 
and relayed it to Cobos inside 
the circle, who made no mis-
take in putting it in.

Spain looked clearly the 
better side as India conceded 
multiple penalty corners in the 
third and fourth quarters.

The European side piled 
more misery on the hosts when 
Harmanpreet tried to get an ae-
rial pass from Spain under con-
trol and ended up conceding a 
penalty corner.

Bruno Avila then slotted 
home his maiden international 
goal with a powerful drag fl ick.

Spain avenge Olympics loss
The Europeans defeat India 3-1 in men’s Pro League hockey opener
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