Survival hope of
8 T’gana tunnel
workers dims

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, Feb 24: After be-
ing trapped for more than two
days under debris and muck,
the chances of survival of the
eight persons in the SLBC tun-
nel following a partial collapse
appear bleak, even as every ef-
fort is made to reach them.

Despite relentless efforts by
Indian Army, Navy, NDRF,
and other agencies, no break-
through has been achieved so
far in the rescue operations
as the teams had to navigate
through thick muck, tangled
iron rods, and cement blocks to
reach the accident spot in the
tunnel to extricate the persons
who have remained trapped for
over two days inside the tunnel
after a section of it collapsed in
the Srisailam Left Bank Canal
(SLBC) project in Telangana's
Nagarkurnool district on Sat-
urday morning.

A team of 584 skilled person-
nel of Army, Navy, Singareni
Collieries and other agencies

-along with central and state
disaster response teams, have
conducted tunnel inspections
seven times, official sources
said adding gas cutters to cut
the metal rod are continuously
working.

Sniffer dogs were also

brought in to locate those in-

side the tunnel. However, due
to the presence of water, they
were unable to move forward.

Minister Jupally Krishna
Rao Monday said the chanc-
es of their survival are “very
remote”, and rescuing the
trapped individuals would take
at least three to four days, as
the accident site is filled with
muck and debris, making it a
daunting task for the rescuers.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Tough times for the airline!
The minister has come
prepared - with his own seat

Shruti’s revelation

Actor Shruti Haasan says
< she used a fake name to not
- associate with her illustrious
parents’ fame
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officials stay away

Three years of war

Ukraine hosts European leaders
to mark three years of all-out
war with Russia, while top US
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plunges over 850 points to
drop below 75,000 level

Sensex tanks 850 pts

Falling for fifth straight session,
equity benchmark BSE Sensex
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SHORT CUT: A passenger tries to board an overcrowded train through its emergency window at Patna railway station, Monday, as several trains were cancelled amid rush ahead of the holy dlp
on ‘Maha Shivratri’ at the ongoing Prayagraj Mahakumbh

Top court comes to
onsumers’ relief

In what has come as a relief for
the common man who is duped
day in and day out by companies
placing misleading advertise-
ments for their healthcare prod-
ucts, the Supreme Court Monday
made a terse observation on the
lacunae in the Drugs and Magic
Remedies (Objectionable Adver-
tisements) Act, 1954 that failed
to provide a mechanism for re-
dressal of consumer grievances.
While hearing a petition filed
by Indian Medical Association
(and others) in connection with
vague advertisements put up by
pharmaceutical companies, the
top court told the amicus curiae
that it will direct creation of some
dedicated phone lines, 'or some-
thing', so that people can file com-
plaints. Nevertheless, the court’s
pro-active stand is likely to her-
ald a new chapter in consumer
empowerment in the country

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 24: Hearing a
petition filed by Indian Medical
Association (IMA) in 2022 per-
taining to misleading medical

Ensure speedy justice to
KIIT victim: Nepal NHRC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: The
National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) of Nepal has
urged its Indian counterpart to
investigate the unnatural death
of a 20-year-old girl student at
Kalinga Institute of Industrial
Technology (KIIT) here and en-
sure speedy justice to her.

The alleged death by suicide
of B Tech student Prakriti Lam-
sal and the subsequent attack
on protesting Nepalese pupils
at KIIT and their eviction from
the campus created a furore,
prompting the Nepal govern-
ment to intervene in the matter.

Nepal NHRC, in a press re-
lease, said it has written to the

NHRC of India requesting it
to probe the suspicious death
of the woman, who hailed
from Kathmandu, and provide
speedy justice to the students
who were allegedly beaten up
and mistreated at KIIT.

It urged India's NHRC to
ensure security for Nepalese
students and ensure that they
can study in a fear-free envi-
ronment, besides bringing the
university officials and indi-
viduals involved in the inci-
dent to book.

Based on the complaints re-
ceived, the commission also
sought information from the Ne-
pal Embassy in India about the
incident and the condition of the
students, the release said.

advertisements, the Supreme
Court Monday emphasised on
the importance of the Drugs
and Magic Remedies Act, 1954
and the need for a mechanism
under it to enable citizens to file
complaints.

A bench of Justices Abhay
S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan said
the Drug and Magic Remedies
(Objectionable Advertisements)
Act, 1954 was of vital impor-
tance. It said a machinery has
to be set up for the citizens who
wanted to file complaints over
misleading advertisements.

The bench said it would con-
sider the aspect March 7, 2025.

It also dealt with the issue
concerning compliance of Rule
170 of the Drugs and Cosmet-
ics Rules, 1945 by Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Kerala, Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh and Union
territory of Puducherry. The
top court had August 27 last
year stayed a notification is-
sued by the Ministry of Ayush,
which omitted Rule 170 of the
Drugs and Cosmetics Rules,
1945 that prohibits misleading
advertisements of Ayurvedic,

Siddha, and Unani drugs. The
bench was informed that in
Karnataka, no prosecution
was initiated in 25 cases of
alleged misleading advertise-
ments due to lack of material
particulars.

“According to us, these are
only excuses given by the state
of Karnataka. They have their
own police machinery, cyber
cell. It is very easy for them
to find out the sources of these
advertisements, provided there
is a will on the state's part to do
s0,” the bench observed.

It asked Karnataka govern-
ment to ascertain the wrong-
doers and place a compliance
report before it within a month.

Senior advocate Shadan
Farasat, assisting the court as
an amicus curiae, said as far as
Kerala was concerned, there
was proper implementation of
the Rule in the state.

While hearing the mat-
ter February 10, the SC had
slammed several states over the
“failure” to act against illegal
advertisements of Ayurvedic,
Siddha and Unani drugs.

UN votes for
withdrawal of
troops by Russia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

United Nations, Feb 24: The
UN General Assembly Monday
approved a Ukrainian resolu-
tion demanding an immediate
withdrawal of all Russian troops
from Ukraine on the third anni-
versary of the invasion.

The vote in the 193-member
world body, whose resolutions
are not legally binding but are
seen as a barometer of world
opinion, was 93-18 with 65 ab-
stentions. The European-backed
resolution was approved ahead
of a vote on a dueling US pro-
posal that calls for a swift end
to the war but never mentions
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
February 24, 2022.

Ukrainian Deputy Foreign
Minister Mariana Betsa said
her country is exercising its
“inherent right to self-defense”
following Russia's invasion,
which violates the UN Charter’s
requirement that countries re-
spect the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of other nations.
INDIA ABSTAINS

India, however, abstained
from the draft resolution that
called for de-escalation, an ear-
ly cessation of hostilities and a
peaceful resolution of the war
against Ukraine.

PTI PHOTO

The Indian women's hockey
team waste chances galore to
lose 2-4 to reigning Olympic
champions Netherlands

SPORTS | P12

Fedekk

12 PAGE | 35.00

34.98L farmers
in state receive
PM-KISAN aid

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Mon-
day released the 19th instal-
ment of Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)
scheme under which 9.8 crore
farmers across the country,
including 34.98 lakh from Odi-
sha, received 322,000 crore
assistance.

Principal Secretary to state
Agriculture & Farmers’ Em-
powerment department Ar-
abinda Kumar Padhee said,
“The state government has
successfully included 3,43,447
additional beneficiaries under
PM-KISAN scheme through a
special saturation drive.”

This initiative was taken fol-
lowing Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi’s announcement
to identify and include farmers
who were previously excluded
despite their eligibility for the
scheme.

“The Chief Minister had
announced a special drive to
identify and include eligible
beneficiaries who were left out
of PM-KISAN. As a result of
our saturation drive, 3,43,447
more farmers will now receive
the benefits of the scheme
compared to last time,” Pad-
hee said, while addressing the
media here.

Youth kills lover
over failed affair

POST NEWS NETWORK

Soro, Feb 24: In yet another
incident of tragic end to a failed
love affair, a youth allegedly
murdered a woman in broad
daylight at Lingapada under
Soro Municipality in Balasore
district Monday. The victim
was identified as Jyotirmayee
Rana, 25, daughter of Manoran-
jan Rana of the village.

According to sources, the ac-
cused, Biswaranjan Kuanr, had
been harassing Jyotirmayee
after she refused his marriage
proposal.

The victim was working for
a private company in Banga-
lore but had returned home
two months ago. When she
was alone at home Monday,
her throat was slit in a grue-
some attack. When her family
members returned, they found
Jyotirmayee lying in a pool
of blood. They rushed her to
Soro Hospital, where doctors
declared her dead. Soro police
reached the spot and began an
investigation.

Jyotirmayee had filed a com-
plaint at Soro police station two
days ago against a young man
from Chudamani village, under

MAN SLAPS WIFE TO
DEATH OVER CURRY

Dhenkanal: A woman died after
her husband thrashed her on her
ear lobe following an argument
over preparing chicken curry at
Dhanianali, Munda Sahi under
Gondia police limits in Dhenka-

nal district Sunday night. The
deceased was identified as Kuni
Pingua, 30, wife of Jena Pingua,

40. Police said the couple got into
a heated argument when Kuni
refused to prepare chicken curry
for dinner. The dispute escalated,
as Jena allegedly struck Kuni with
a forceful slap on her left ear,
causing her to collapse and die

on the spot. The couple has three
children- two sons, and a daughter.
Gondia police reached the spot and
registered a murder case (75/25)
and arrested Pingua. The body was
sent to district headquarters hospi-
tal in Dhenkanal for post-mortem.
“The accused will be produced in
the court Tuesday,” Gondia police
station inspector-in-charge (1IC)
Shantanu Pradhan said.

Basudevpur police limits, for
harassing her. It is suspected
that the man, enraged by her
rejection, committed the mur-
der. Soro police has registered a
case (162/25) in this regard. The
accused, however, was at large
till the last reports came in.

Retired hens revitalise Cyprus olive groves

REUTERS

AKkaki (Cyprus), Feb 24: In
a back-to-basics approach, or-
ganic farmers in Cyprus have
recruited hundreds of retired
hens to fertilise olive groves in
a pilot project they say boosts
yields, counters disease, and
helps to manage food waste.

Saved from slaughter after
their egg-laying years, hens
peck and poop to their hearts’
content among olive trees at
the organically certified Akaki
Grove, on the green foothills of
the Troodos mountains west of
Nicosia.

Setting a classic example of
increasing productivity through
organic farming, farmer and
grove owner Elena Christoforos

and soil engineer Nicolas Ne-
tien have launched the Kot-Kot
project. They collect food waste
donations to feed hens, which in
turn provide natural fertiliser
for olive trees producing oil
high in inflammation-busting
polyphenols.

“We provide them with an
old hens’ home, they come
here and retire,” said Christo-
foros, surrounded by clucking
chickens while emptying bins
of food waste donated by school-
children.

Hens reduce the presence of
pests such as olive fly, a scourge
for olive farmers in the Medi-
terranean, by pecking at larvae
while simultaneously clearing
surface weed cover.

Their droppings enrich the

Organic farmer Elena Christoforos stands amidst retired farm hens at a

farm in Akaki, Cyprus

PHOTO: REUTERS

soil, and feeding them with
food waste reduces the amount
of methane-producing organic
matter going into landfill.

The hens can enjoy a long re-
tirement among the olive trees,
living for 8-10 years despite on-
ly laying eggs until the age of 2.

“The goal here is to create a
biodiverse, self-sustained ecosys-
tem that can sustain really high
temperatures and long droughts.
So when I bring animals into the
system by eating ground cover
and pooping, it speeds up the
cycle,” Netien said.

Netien, who holds the world
record for producing olive oil
with the highest polyphenol
content, said olive tree growth
and yields had improved mark-
edly since the hens arrived.
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Ganesha sees a wonderful

who will prove reliable and trustworthy

will have to remain your practical and
Il TAURUS T
sional and personal life, predicts Ganesha. You
to catch up with your goals, but will not be
and start new projects, feels Ganesha.
Today, you will have a
belongings, says Ganesha. You are likely
pleasant occurrence is likely to throw you
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-
‘!. GaneshaSpeaks.com by
FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181*
H ARIES
time ahead for you. Today, 8 3
you will meet many people
in the future. You aim to think and work
perfectly. For that, says Ganesha, you
head-on-shoulders self.
Today, you will strike a great
balance between your profes-
will save your money from being swindled
by others. You may be lagging in the race
disappointed by what you achieve. It is an
auspicious day to undertake business deals
Il GEMINI
tendency to remain posses-
sive about your personal
to join personality development courses
to achieve your ultimate goals. An un-
off guard. But remember, there is hope
when there is life.

[l CANCER

Today, you will use money
to fulfil your needs. If there
is anything that according to you needs
changing, you will throw some money

to get it changed. Your loved ones will
celebrate your financial gains and spend
some more of it in the process.

HlLEO

You may not have a halo
_around your head, but that
most certainly does not deter
you from playing the spiritual card today,
says Ganesha. On this auspicious day, it
is through religious scriptures that you
satiate your desire to attain the intangible.
Spend some time meditating on the finer
aspects of life; you will be amazed at the
answers such contemplation can throw up.

H VIRGO n

amost unexpected manner  Fgl, ™

will make you very happy

be marred by getting agitated about the
- problems you are facing. You may expect

sha. Your business will flourish today.

A wistful day lies ahead of

you, says Ganesha. This

day, just like ‘on the summer day that

we flew kites’, may be the standard

better future. Ganesha expects a sea of
change in your outlook, thanks to your

Something you achieve in

today. But your happiness may possibly
new funds for new projects, says Gane-
H LIBRA Kﬂ
when it comes to wanting to have a
sweetheart’s noble gesture today.

[l SCORPIO

Dear friends and soul mates

will bring you much relief and

calm today, says Ganesha.

Spend as much time as possible with

them. Romantic escapades with your

beloved will be heaven in itself. Blood
relations will stand true and strong in
matters of importance, says Ganesha.

Il SAGITTARIUS

You take the path of ~-
spirituality for the peace of
mind and to stay away from w

the daily humdrum of life. You will not
only seek love, but also spread love
around you. In a nutshell, a pleasant
day in store for you, says Ganesha.

Il CAPRICORN

Your outstanding intellectu-

al ability will not only yield

exciting results for you,

but will also help your close associates
who will have progressed a great deal
in their career because of your valuable
advice, says Ganesha. Scores of prob-
lems may come your way, but you will
have nothing to worry about. You will
deal with each one of them with ease.

l AQUARIUS

You have managed to carve a

niche for yourself. Today, you

may see the tangible benefits

of all your past hard work. But business
rivals may poke and pinch; even your
health may trouble you. However, you will
manage to smile and take things in the
right spirit, approves Ganesha.

An auspicious time for

starting new projects, today

investments in your future. Your family

is the foundation of your success, and
some vital insights. Your smile wins many
a heart today, says Ganesha.

MUMBALI:

Kapoor
reprised
her role,
this time
revealing
herself
as the
daugh-
ter of a
vengeful
spirit

the narrative.

Stree 2. She is

hits and break-
ing records
on social

me-

90s,

Aamir
too

ver screen.
Although

insisted

Shraddha Kapoor’s
work has always spoken for itself.
Ever since she ventured into films,
she has delivered several hits and
has become one of the finest actress-
es in Indian cinema. Known for her
strong screen presence, she capti-
vates audiences every time she ap-
pears on screen. She last starred in
Stree 2, one of the biggest blockbust-
ers of 2024. In the sequel, Shraddha

Shraddha on her

central to the storyline. However,
her presence left a lasting impres-
sion, adding depth and intrigue to

the top of her game, de-
livering consistent

had
pressed his keen

desire to bring it

to life on the sil-

reveal any details
any confirmation
about the cast,

S

continues

industry.

limited screen
time in Stree2

Shraddha broke her silence on
her role in Stree 2, revealing how
she surrendered to the director’s
vision, trusting the storytelling to
make her character impactful de-
spite fewer appearances. Shraddha
told an agency, “As always, I sur-
rendered to the director’s vision. I
mean, no one knows the film or its
characters better than him, so who
best to take guidance from.”

Shraddha stole the spotlight in

currently at

BAIL:

top actor 2 .
Khan
ex- 4,

did

he not
or provide
or hint

that

| PEANUTS

MUM-
While
many versions of Ma-
habharata has already been
released including a cult televi-
sion classic of the mythological saga
which wooed the audiences in the

Aamir’s update
on Mahabharata

dia. With a massive glob-
al fan following, she :
to win
hearts with her tal-
ent and charm. Her
record-breaking
success with Stree '
21is proof that she is
one of the best in the

AGENCIES

like

he

about doing a film on

the epic tale of Mahabhara-
ta. At an event hosted by a news
portal, Aamir said, “I had this dream
of making Mahabharata. 1 can think
about that dream now. ”

think

4

information

a part of it
too, Aamir

initially hesitated with a pause
and after thinking for a bit, he
answered, “Let’s see.” Read-

ers would be aware that the
excitement for this project

has always remained

high. Furthermore,

fans of Khan are ex- MUM-
cited to see him BALI:

\ venture into Actress
this mytho- Kangana
logical sa- Ranaut Sun-
ga too. day shared a

J

AGENCIES

series of notes on

her Instagram story,
criticizing films that,
according to her, promote
divorce. While she did not
mention any specific film, her
comments sparked discussions
among netizens, who speculated

that she was addressing the ongoing
debate around a recent release, Mrs,
starring Sanya Malhotra.
The film in question, which features a

protagonist navigating a difficult marriage,

has received support from many Indian

PATRICK WISHES HE DIDN’T
HAVE HIS LAST NAME

Actor Patrick Schwarzenegger, who is the
son of Hollywood legend Arnold Schwar-
zenegger and his ex-wife Maria Shriver,
sometimes wishes he had a different last
name as people assume he only got into
acting because of his legendary parents.

When the host de-
cided to prod further
and
asked if the ac-
tor would be

JUSTIN BIEBER WANTS TO
TEACH SON ICE SKATING

Singer-songwriter Justin Bieber,
who is enjoying his fatherhood,
has revealed that he’s not going to
waste any time when it comes to
getting his 6-month-old son Jack
Blues onto the ice skating.

Fames
transient
in real life:

SHRUTI

BANGALORE: Shruti Haasan has gradu-
ally built a name and recognition for herself §
through her own merit and hard work, de-
spite being a star kid. Recently, the Coolie
actress revealed a time when she preferred
to use a fake name to avoid being associated
with her illustrious parents.

Speaking with a news portal, the Luck ac-
tress said, “Fame is transient in real life. De-
spite all the glory attached to it, I believe it is
temporary.”

The actress shared that growing up as the daugh-
ter of well-known actors helped her grasp the concept
of fame, but it also made her realize that it had nothing
to do with her personally. To emphasize her indepen-
dence, she once adopted a pseudonym, allowing oth-
ers to see her for who she truly is, rather than
just as the child of her famous parents.

Shruti said, “My parents were famous, and
I had this identity rebellion. I even used a
fake name so that people would treat me
as an individual and not associate me
with my parents’ fame.”

She went on to reveal that she now
understands it is useless to build a
career solely based on fame. Shruti
recalled watching her father, Ka-
mal Haasan, put in immense hard
work—burning the midnight
oil and preparing all night for

hisroles—just so he could
perform well the next
day on stage. acencies

COMMENT ON DIVORCE

KANGANA
faces backlash °

women for highlighting patriarchal norms. Howev-
er, Kangana expressed concern that such narratives
could negatively influence societal perceptions of
marriage. Her remarks did not sit well with a sec-
tion of the internet, leading to backlash on social
media platforms. /
Several users called out the actress for what
they perceived as hypocrisy, questioning her /=
stance on marriage and traditional values. One =
Reddit user commented, “Why doesn’t she get
married, have kids, take care of her parents, |
cook, and not eat out... set an example and
fulfill her dharma?” Another user drew ::
parallels between Kangana’s criticism 5"
and her past remarks about fellow ac-
tresses, stating, “She is just scared that
another curly-haired girl will usurp
the throne. She did the same to Ta-

apsee and now Sanya.” AGENCIES
£
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downtown
CM proposes Odisha

Bhawan in Ayodhya

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
has proposed to set up an Odi-
sha Bhawan in Ayodhya as a
large number of people visit
the place seeking Lord Ram
Lalla’s blessings.

During his three-day visit
to Uttar Pradesh, Majhi took a
holy dip at the Maha Kumbh at
Prayagraj and had a darshan
of Lord Ram Lalla at Ayodhya
Sunday.

“A number of people from
Odisha visit Ayodhya for dar-
shan of Lord Ram Lalla. I think
an Odisha Bhawan should be
built in Ayodhya for the Odia
people. I will take up the mat-
ter with UP Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath and request him
for land in Ayodhya,” Majhi
said in a post on X.

Accompanied by his wife, an
Odisha minister and an MLA,
Majhi also visited Dhamek Stu-
pa at Sarnath Monday.

“It is an honour to visit Sar-

DRI recovers
1,448 Indian

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: Direc-
torate of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) officials arrested a man
after recovering 1,448 Indian
flapshell turtles from his pos-
session at Godipada Toll Pla-
za late Sunday night, official
sources said Monday.

“Acting on intelligence in-
puts, DRI officials nabbed the
man and also seized the vehicle
used in carrying the turtles. He
has been booked under provi-
sions of Section 50(1)(c), read
with, Section 9 and S1.No.44 of
Schedule-I of Wild Life (Protec-
tion) Act, 1972,” they said.

Indian flapshell turtles, clas-
sified as a Schedule I species,
are accorded stringent protec-
tion under the Wild Life (Pro-
tection) Act, 1972. “The DRI re-
mains committed to combating
wildlife trafficking and enforc-
ing the laws that protect endan-
gered species,” they added.

‘Ankita’ delivers cub

POST NEWS NETWORK

Barang, Feb 24: Tigress Anki-
ta, one of the major attractions
at Nandankanan Zoological
Park (NZP) here, delivered a
cub Monday, official sources
said. With this, the tiger pop-
ulation at NZP reached 28.
Ankita was born to ‘Rishi’ and
‘Sara’ at Nandankanan Janu-
ary 13, 2013.

nath, a place where Lord Bud-
dha delivered his first sermon,
a message of peace, wisdom,
and enlightenment. I am deep-
ly moved by the efforts made
to preserve and showcase this
heritage, signifying our time-
less values of compassion and
knowledge, to visitors from
around the world. My heart-
felt gratitude to the people
who have been instrumental in
maintaining this historic site,”
Majhi said in another post.
The CM also visited the
Kashi Vishwanath Temple in
Varanasi and offered prayers.
He also attended the closing

EOW nabs ‘money-doubling’ fraudster from Hy

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: The
economic offences wing (EOW)
of Odisha Police arrested a man
for allegedly duping people by
collecting deposits with the false
promise of doubling their money
in 10 months, police said.

The accused, identified as
Dhanajaya Sahoo, was arrested
in Hyderabad and brought to the
state on remand Monday.

A case has been registered
against him under various sec-
tions of the IPC and the Banning
of Unregulated Deposit Schemes
Act, police added.

He was arrested following a
complaint by Govinda Chandra
Sahoo of Jajpur district, who had

[IT-Ramco Cements pact for
sustainable construction

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: Indian
Institute of Technology-Bhu-
baneswar (IIT-B) Monday
signed an MoU with Ramco
Cements Limited to es-
tablish a centre of
excellence (CoE)
in the area of
sustainable con-
struction and cli-
mate resiliency.

The agreement
aims to conduct
high-quality re-
search related to
sustainable construc-
tion materials and tech-
niques themed on climate re-
siliency, an official said.

The CoE has been named
Ramco Sustainable Construc-
tion and Climate Resiliency
Centre (RAMSCON).

The research focuses on the
development of advanced and

The
research
focuses on
the development
of advanced and
sustainable concrete
solutions for durability,
efficiency and
specialised
applications

sustainable concrete solutions
for durability, efficiency and
specialised applications. The
agreement is aligned with the
UN sustainable development
goals (SDGs) to improve the
sustainability index
of the Indian con-
struction indus-
try, the official
said.
Speaking
on the occa-
sion, IIT-Bhu-
baneswar Di-
rector Shreepad
Karmalkar said,
“This collaboration
will enhance the eco-
system in industry-academia
interaction in the field of sus-
tainable and climate-resilient
construction.”

Officials of the company said
the MoU will bring transforma-
tion in research and develop-
ment activities.

ceremony of the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam at Kashi.

“The Kashi Tamil San-
gamam is not just an event
— it is a bridge between the
North and South, a celebra-
tion of shared traditions and
cultural harmony. It reminds
us that while our languages,
customs, and practices may
differ, our core values of love,
respect, and spirituality re-
main the same. This cultural
integration is what makes In-
dia a truly unique and vibrant
nation,” Majhi was quoted as
saying in a release issued by
the Chief Minister’s Office.

deposited money with Mutual
Alliance Global Private Limited,
a company owned by Dhanajaya.

Investigations revealed that
between 2011 and 2021, Dhana-
jaya established at least five
companies — Goodland Happy
Home Infra Limited., Goodland
Construction Private Limited,
PURIFIO Technology Private
Limited, Coinex Technology
Private Limited, and Mutual
Alliance Global Private Limit-
ed, where he served as managing
director.

Through these companies, he
lured investors by promising ex-
orbitant returns, claiming that
the deposited funds would be
reinvested in real estate mar-
keting, blockchain-based real

- T
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IN MEMORIAM

People from various walks of life

pay tribute to Kantakabi Laxmikant
Mohapatra on the death anniversary of
the noted poet at an event organised by
Utkal Sammilani near Rabindra Mandap
in Bhubaneswar, Monday
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SUMMER’S HERE: Amid soaring temperatures, a Fire Services personnel sprays water on walkway near the Lion’s Gate of Srimandir in Puri, Monday

d WATCO bags nat’l level
e-governance award

According to
the probe so far,
Dhanajaya collected
around 35 crore in
unregulated deposits
from around 200
investors between
2020 and 2021

estate ventures, e-commerce,
and online gaming platforms.
In 2020, he founded his latest
company, Mutual Alliance Glob-
al Private Limited, operating
from Chintamaniswar Temple,
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 24: The risk of
Asteroid 2024 YR4 hitting Earth
and Moon in December 2032 is
relatively low, said scientists
Monday.

The asteroid discovered
in December 2024, has been
dubbed as the large 'city-killer’.
Scientists have reported its en-
hanced chances of hitting Earth
in December 2032.

“The mass of that asteroid
is not very high as compared
to Earth. So as far as Earth
as a whole is concerned, the
impact of the asteroid hitting
Earth would be negligible,”
Astrophysicist Professor Varun
Bhalerao from IIT Bombay told
TANS. But, if the asteroid blows
up in the atmosphere, it can
create some explosion which
will damage a lot of things, the
expert noted.

Initially, NASA estimates
showed it had a 3.1 per cent

chance of striking Earth in
2032. However, recent obser-
vations have reduced this risk
to just 0.28 per cent.

Confirming this, NASA in
a post shared on social media
platform X said: “New data
gathered last night (Feb 19-20)
dropped the December 2032 im-
pact odds of asteroid 2024 YR4
to 0.28 per cent. Monitoring
continues.”

“The possibility that 2024 YR4
could impact the Earth in 2032
is really remote. We know that
disaster is going to come close to
the Earth in 2032 to within one
and a half times the distance to
the moon as of today,” said Da-
vide Farnocchia, a navigation
engineer at NASA’s Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory in a post on X.

“The probability of impact is
only 0.3 per cent we're going to
keep updating this impact prob-
ability as we collect additional
tracking data,” he added, stat-
ing that the probability might

Budheswari area in the City,
police said.

According to the probe so far,
Dhanajaya collected around 35
crore in unregulated deposits
from around 200 investors be-
tween 2020 and 2021.

The victims were from Cut-
tack, Khurda, Jajpur, Bhadrak,
Keonjhar, and Mayurbhanj dis-
tricts, police added.

Authorities have seized sever-
al incriminating materials from
the accused, including a laptop,
mobile phone, pen drive, bank
account documents, ATM cards,
and a passport.

Police also discovered that
Dhanajaya had traveled to for-
eign countries such as Dubali,
Thailand, and Germany.

go down to zero.

Bhalerao explained that sci-
entists measure the orbit of the
asteroid to understand how it
can impact Earth.

“Earth is a heavy body, so it
keeps moving but for asteroids,
based on what other objects
they pass by, it will make very
small deflections in their path.
While uncertainty is always

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: Water
Corporation of Odisha (WAT-
CO), under the Housing and
Urban Development (H&UD)
department, has been honoured
with the prestigious ‘Technol-
ogy Sabha Award 2025’ in the
Enterprise Application cate-
gory for its pioneering Water
Quality Data Acquisition and
Monitoring System, official
sources said Monday.

The national-level e-gover-
nance award recognises excel-
lence in leveraging technology
for public service delivery. The
award was conferred during
the Technology Sabha event
held in Hyderabad from Feb-
ruary 21 to 23.

Developed in technical col-
laboration with NIC, Odisha
State Centre, Bhubaneswar,
the Water Quality Data Ac-
quisition and Monitoring
System is an online, inte-
grated, workflow-oriented
platform that combines Gov-
ernment-to-Citizen (G2C) and
Government-to-Government
(G2G) services with real-time

there, as you get closer and clos-
er to the mark, the uncertainty
decreases, because now you can
update based on your data,” the
Astrophysicist said.

Amid reports that the Moon
can now be a possible target,
Bhalerao said “The probability
of hitting the Moon is actually
a bit smaller, because Moon is
physically smaller, and the as-

monitoring.

It aims to provide a com-
prehensive solution for water
quality sample collection, test-
ing, and data surveillance mon-
itoring using web-enabled and
mobile app-driven technologies
across urban areas of the state.

“The system facilitates re-
al-time quality surveillance,
ensuring a safe water supply
to every household,” they said.

WATCO MD Gurucharan Das
and senior officers from the or-
ganisation presented the award
to H&UD department Principal
Secretary Usha Padhee. H&UD
department Special Secretary
Debasis Singh was also present.

While congratulating the
WATCO MD and his team,
Padhee said that this achieve-
ment is a testament to Odisha’s
commitment to leveraging dig-
ital governance for improved
public service delivery.

“The Water Quality Data
Acquisition and Monitoring
System is a significant step for-
ward in ensuring water safety
and enhancing citizen satisfac-
tion across urban areas,” Pad-
hee added.

teroid is not massive enough to
do something like that”.

“The chance of impact with
the Moon is about 1 per cent,”
added NASA.

So what are the odds of other
asteroids hitting the Earth?

“Every time you see a mete-
or shower, it is asteroid hitting
the earth, except they burn up
in the atmosphere. They look
beautiful. We all enjoy the
sight, so our atmosphere is
kind of working like a shield to
protect us from these things,”
Bhalerao said.

“Now, no matter how good
your shield is, if something
is bigger, it can penetrate the
shield. And as you go to larger
and larger sizes, something the
size of a kilometer or so proba-
bly is enough to wipe out all life
on Earth. Something like that
probably Killed the dinosaurs,
as far as our best understand-
ing goes,” he said, emphasising
the need to keep monitoring.
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By virtue of an affidavit
sworn before Notary
LAKHANPUR, dated
06.12.2024, I, Pitambari
Dhurua wife of Pabitra
Dhurua permanet
resident of At/P.O. -
Machida, PS. - Rengali,
Dist. - Jharsuguda,
Odisha - 768226 declare
that I have changed my
daughter’s name Deepte
Dharua to Babita
Dhurua. Henceforth,
she shall be known as
Babita Dhurua for all
purposes.

(Pitambari Dhurua)

By virtue of an
affidavit sworn before
Lakhanpur dated
21.01.2025 I, Godabari
Bhoi, Address
At - Nuamunda,
P.O. - Rajpur, PS. -
Brajrajnagar, Dist. -
Jharsuguda (Odisha),
PIN - 768216 dated
21.01.2025 declare that
I have changed my
name from Gadabari
Bhoi to Godabari Bhoi.
Henceforth, I shall be
known as Godabari
Bhoi for all purposes.
Godabari Bhoi

Affidavit before
Magistrate, Khalikote,
Ganjam No.- A/409/
06.02.2025 I Rilu Sethy
(43) S/0- Rabi Sethy,
At/P.O.- Bikrampur,
P.S./ Tahasil-
Khalikote, Ganjam

-as per my Aadhaar
Card but I changed
my name Rilu Sethy
to Bhagaban Sethy.
Henceforth, I shall be
known as Bhagaban
Sethy for all future
purposes.
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6TH ODISHA TRAVEL BAZAAR

‘Odisha must shine

globally in tourism’ g

The three-day event seeks to boost investments and
elevate Odisha’s tourism industry

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: Union
Minister of Culture and Tour-
ism Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat emphasised Odisha’s rich
cultural heritage and globally
renowned temples, urging the
state to actively showcase its
attractions in national and
international tourism forums.

Speaking at the inauguration
of the 6th Odisha Travel Bazaar,
he stressed the need for en-
hanced infrastructure, expanded
tourism experiences, and strong
branding to position Odisha on
the global tourism map.

The three-day event, organ-
ised by the Tourism depart-
ment in collaboration with
FICCI, aims to attract invest-
ments and promote Odisha’s
tourism sector. Deputy Chief
Minister Pravati Parida called
for private sector participation,
highlighting the state’s diverse
tourism offerings, including
nature, heritage, and spiri-
tual tourism. She noted that
tourism growth would create
employment, drive economic
progress, and contribute to
Odisha’s transformation into
a developed state.

Chief Secretary Manoj Ahu-

jareaffirmed the government’s
commitment to boosting tour-
ism infrastructure and creat-
ing investor-friendly policies.
He stressed that Odisha’s un-
tapped tourism potential needs
strategic development.

Tourism Commission-
er-cum-Secretary Balwant
Singh assured stakeholders
that the government would act
as a facilitator, welcoming in-
vestments for developing tour-
ism destinations and improv-
ing visitor experiences.

Tourism Director Samarth
Verma highlighted the prog-
ress made in strengthening
Odisha’s tourism sector and
expressed optimism for future
collaborations.

Co-chair of the FICCI Na-
tional Tourism Committee and
HRAQO’s lifetime chairman JK
Mohanty proposed an extend-
ed seven-night stay for travel
agents and tour operators in
Odisha to provide them with
an immersive experience of
the state’s attractions.

The event also features in-
teractive competitions like
the “Explore Odisha Quiz”
and “Odisha Tourism Tagline
Competition” to engage partic-
ipants.

L (Odisha < =
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Odisha students to join
Manali adventure camp

The camp will include
trekking, rock climbing,
river crossing, and
rafting, aiming to enhance
students’ personality,
teamwork, and
adventure skills

POST NEWS NETWORK

By an affidavit, I,
Champamani Bhatra

(@ Damayanti Bagh 49,
D/o Jakaba Khosla @

N. Bauri, Vill- Sapsil,

PO: Dumuriput, PS:
Koraput, PIN- 764021
hereby state that my
name wrongly mentioned
as Champamani in my
Savings Passbook Ac No.-
544310110002673 instead
of Damayanti Bagh.
Hence both Champamani
Bhatra and Damayanti
Bagh are one and same
person.

By virtue of an affidavit
sworn before Executive
Magistrate, dated
20.02.2025 I, Nafise
Hussain, Address At-
Karanjia, Ward No.5,
PO/PS.-Karanjia, Dist:
Mayurbhanj, Odisha,
PIN-757037 declare that
I have changed my
daughter’s name from
Nafia Hussain to Alina
Hussain. Henceforth, she
shall be known as Alina
Hussain for all purposes.
Nafise Hussain

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: Over
100 students from Odisha are
set to participate in a Winter
Adventure Camp in Manali,
Himachal Pradesh, from Feb-
ruary 27 to March 5.

The students embarked on
their journey Monday after a
send-off ceremony at Kalinga
Stadium, where Higher Educa-
tion, Sports & Youth Services
Minister Suryabanshi Suraj ex-
tended his best wishes. He em-
phasised that the camp would
not only offer new experiences
but also help students represent
Odisha as youth and cultural
ambassadors.

The event was attended by
Utkal University VC Sabita
Acharya, Sports & Youth Ser-
vices director Deepankar Ma-
hapatra, and additional secre-
taries Bijay Kumar Swain and
Ashok Kumar Panda.

The camp will include trek-
king, rock climbing, river

crossing, and rafting, aiming to
enhance students’ personality,
teamwork, and adventure skills
while providing a memorable
learning experience.
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MAHAKUMBH FRAMES: Visitors explore a Mahakumbh Mela photo exhibition by Raskesh Roul at Soochana Bhawan in Bhubaneswar, Monday

L

A #

L L st

"k

OP PHOTO

Spl handloom expo kicks off at Ekamra Haat

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: A spe-
cial handloom expo dedicated
to women self-help groups
(SHGs) was inaugurated at Eka-
mra Haat here Monday.

Organised by the State Agen-
cy for Development of Hand-
loom Clusters (SADHAC), the
event aims to empower wom-
en weavers by providing them
with a platform to showcase
and sell their handmade prod-
ucts.

The expo was officially inau-
gurated by Boyanika manag-
ing director Pranati Chhotray
in the presence of Textiles &
Handloom director Bikramad-
itya Barik, special officer Indira
Behera, Sericulture additional
director Surya Narayan Pat-

‘Financial literacy key
to women’s prosperity’

Empowering women
through financial
knowledge to enhance
their economic
independence and
decision-making abilities

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: “Fi-
nancial literacy among women
is crucial as they play a signif-
icant role in shaping society,
managing households, and
driving economic growth,”
said RBI Bhubaneswar region-
al eirector Sarada Prasan Mo-
hanty at the inauguration of the
10th edition of Financial Liter-
acy Week (FLW) here Monday.

The annual initiative by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
observed from February 24 to
28, carries the theme “Financial
Literacy - Women’s Prosperi-
ty” and focuses on empowering
women with financial knowl-
edge.

Mohanty highlighted the
increasing need for women to
understand financial planning,
risk management, savings,
and credit opportunities in the

g.

evolving financial landscape,
ensuring their long-term secu-
rity and independence.

To spread awareness, RBI
Bhubaneswar, in collabora-
tion with banks and financial
institutions, will conduct edu-
cational programmes in all 30
districts of Odisha.

These initiatives specifically
target homemakers, working
women, and women entrepre-
neurs, equipping them with
tools to make informed finan-
cial decisions.

The event saw the participa-
tion of senior officials from RBI,
the state government, Nabard,
SIDBI, and various banks. Key
attendees included RBI general
manager Anita Patnaik, Nab-
ard CGM SK Talukdar, Finance
department DIF Pragyansmita
Sahoo, and SLBC GM-cum-Con-
venor Goutam Patra.

Since 2016, RBI has been or-
ganising Financial Literacy
Week annually, focusing on
different population segments
to promote financial inclusion.

This year’s campaign aims
to empower women by en-
hancing their understanding of
financial growth strategies and
credit access, reinforcing their
role in economic development.

tnaik, joint director of Textiles
Debjit Nandy, and other senior
officials.

Sponsored by the Hand-
loom, Textiles & Handicrafts
department, the event is being

TEDX 1IM AT SAMBALPUR

organised by the Directorate of
Textiles, Odisha, under the Pro-
motion of Handloom Industry
(POHI) scheme for 2024-25.
The expo brings togeth-
er women SHGs from Bar-

garh, Cuttack, Subarnapur,
Athagarh, Boudh, Bolangir,
Khurda, Baripada, Balasore,
Berhampur, Nayagarh, Dhenk-
anal, Koraput, and Sundargarh.

The artisans will display a
variety of handloom products,
including dress materials, fab-
rics, and home décor items,
giving them an opportunity to
boost sales and secure regular
employment.

Shoppers will have access to
authentic, handcrafted textiles
from across the state at reason-
able prices. The expo is open to
the public until March 10, with
daily timings from 11am to 10
pm. The initiative highlights
the state’s commitment to pro-
moting traditional handloom
arts and supporting women
entrepreneurs in the sector.

Visionaries inspire change

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, Feb 24: IIM
Sambalpur recently hosted an
inspiring TEDx Talks event,
bringing together distin-
guished speakers from diverse
fields. Themed “ANAGAT: The
Unmanifested Future,” the
event served as a platform for
thought-provoking discussions
aimed at shaping the aspira-
tions of young professionals.
The event featured an im-
pressive lineup of speakers,
including Mewar of Udaipur
Maharaj Kunwarani Sahiba
Nivritti Kumari, first run-
ner-up Miss Trans Queen 2023

Ella D’Verma, Mrs India World
2016 Mohini Sharma, Delhi Uni-
versity professor Itisha Nagar,
Kerala’s first transgender
lawyer Padma Lakshmi, Bhu-
baneswar Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police Anjana Tudu,
Rohit Shrivastav (Founder,
Food Findo and Nomadic Nar-
rator), and Captain Dharam-
veer Singh (Founder, FORCE
& Ambassador).

Welcoming the esteemed
guests, IIM Sambalpur direc-
tor Mahadeo Jaiswal remarked,
“TEDx at IIM Sambalpur tran-
scends beyond an event; it is a
movement towards transfor-
mative thinking. It provides

Sedentary life harms
teen mental health

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 24: Teenag-
ers and adolescents who spend
more than three hours a day en-
gaged in sedentary behaviours
-- which includes playing vid-
eo games or increased screen
exposure -- have a higher risk
of facing mental health issues
such as anxiety and depression,
according to a study.

The study, published in the
Journal of Adolescent Health,
showed that adolescents who
spent more than 180 minutes a
day on screens for leisure were
associated with greater psycho-
logical distress at age 17. Video
games were particularly influen-
tial, with each additional hour
associated with a 3 per cent in-
crease in psychological distress.

Those who spent more than three
hours a day reading for leisure
(especially boys) also reported
more psychological distress.

At the same time, moderate
screen exposure (between 60
and 119 minutes per day) in-
vested in educational activities,
such as doing homework or at-
tending classes, was considered
a "protective" factor associated
with less psychological distress.

"Sedentary behaviour in-
cludes a variety of activities,
such as using a computer,
watching television, reading,
listening to music, or attending
class. Most research focuses on
analysing total sitting time, but
we can have positive sedentary
activities, such as attending
class and doing homework, for
example.

students with the opportunity to
engage with pioneers, question
norms, and redefine the future.”
By bringing together vision-
aries, we aim to inspire the next
generation of leaders to chal-
lenge the status quo and drive
meaningful change,” he added.
The TEDx session was further
enriched by the presence of fac-
ulty members, university asso-
ciates, and students, fostering
an environment of intellectual
curiosity and open discussions.
The exchange of ideas encour-
aged critical thinking, fresh
perspectives, and actionable in-
sights for students to implement
in their professional journeys.

WEATHER

BBSR CTC
MaxTemp 32.5° 30.8°
MinTemp 21.3° 20.0°
Humidity 80% 87%
Rainfall Nil Nil
FORECAST
Partly cloudy sky
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FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, Feb 24: Mainte-
nance of records at the Sam-
balpur Regional Archives, a
crucial repository of historical
data, has been severely hit due
to shortage of staff and insuffi-
cient resources.

On account of lack of ade-
quate workforce to manage
and organise the archives, re-
searchers are facing difficul-
ties in accessing information
and are often forced to travel
to Bhubaneswar for data col-
lection, sources said.

Established in April 1993 un-
der the Odisha State Archives
in Bhubaneswar, the facility
initially ran from the District
Red Cross building in Bhatapa-
da, Sambalpur. In 2014, it was
relocated to a newly construct-
ed three-storeyed building in
Hirakud Colony and continues
to function there.

Sources said despite the ap-
proved staff strength of 11, the
office currently operates with
just one officer and two assis-
tants. Key positions such as
record keeper, stenographer,
photocopy operator, peon,
security guard, and mainte-
nance worker remain unfilled.
A single contractual worker is
handling both janitorial and
security duties, sources added.

Additionally, the building
has seen little maintenance
since its construction in 2014,
leading to visible damage on
the walls and plasters chip-
ping off the ceiling. The insti-

VILLAGERS PROTEST
'ORDER TO DUMP
FLY ASH IN QUARRY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Feb 24: A discus-
sion between residents of Ma-
hipani and the Sundargarh dis-
trict administration ended half-
way, with the administration
requesting seven more days to
review the issue. The villagers
are protesting the decision to
dump fly ash in a local stone
~quarry, a vital water source
for both humans and animals.

The Odisha State Pollution
Control Board (OSPCB) or-
dered a corporate conglomer-
ate from Jharsuguda to dump
fly ash in the quarry, located in
Mahipani. The quarry, nearly
40 feet deep, serves as a year-
round water source for the vil-
lagers, and both domestic and
wild animals.

A consent order issued De-
cember 4, 2024 (No. 5740) permits
fly ash dumping in an area of 1.5
acre in Mahipani. The order is
valid until 31 March 2025, allow-
ing the filling of approximately
150,000 cubic metre of fly ash.

Over 400 villagers, led by
environmental activist Nisha
Mahato, demonstrated outside
Bisra block office, demanding
a meeting with Sub-Collector
Bijaya Nayak. Mahato report-
ed that Nayak refused to halt
the project, stating the govern-
ment decision was final and
that water would be supplied
by tankers, which she called
an inadequate solution.

Sarpanch Bicha Minz con-
firmed that the gram sabha
unanimously opposed the
dumping and no NOC was
issued. Attempts to contact
Nayak for comment were un-
successful.

20 years jail term
for rape of minor

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Baripada, Feb 24: A local
court in Mayurbhanj district
Monday sentenced a 30-year-
old man to 20 years of rigorous
imprisonment (RI) for raping a
minor girl last year.

The sentence was pro-
nounced by Mayurbhanj dis-
trict POCSO court Special
Judge Santosh Kumar Nayak.

The court also imposed a
fine 0f 10,000 on the convict,
Biju Bindhani, said Special
Public Prosecutor Manaran-
jan Pattnaik. It directed the
District Legal Services Au-
thority (DLSA) to pay %2 lakh
to the victim.

The incident took place De-
cember 10, 2024, in Bhandan vil-
lage when the minor had gone
to attend nature’s call.

o

o

tution has also stopped receiv-
ing newspapers with the last
approved subscription dating
back several years. While old
newspapers from the period be-
fore 1993 remain archived, the
absence of new subscriptions
is hampering research efforts,
sources said, adding that au-
thorities have been urged to
approve immediate funding for
newspaper procurement.

The archives house invalu-
able historical records, includ-
ing the Bihar and Odisha Ga-
zette, rare books, legislative de-
bates, and documents related to
eminent figures like Mahatma
Gandhi, Subhas Chandra Bose,
Gopabandhu Das, and Madhu-
sudan Das. Other important
records include those on the
Jagannath temple administra-
tion, Odisha’s re-organisation
movement, history of Odisha,

8 held after bid to kill groom

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bolangir/Deogaon, Feb 24:
Eight persons were arrested
after a failed attempt to mur-
der a groom and his associates
during a wedding procession in
Deogaon area of Bolangir dis-
trict Sunday night. The attack,
believed to be orchestrated over
a land dispute, was allegedly
carried out by contract killers

Despite the approved staff strength of 11, the facility currently operates with just one officer and two assistants

Bhubaneswar’s archaeological
remains and memory of Ben-
gal citizens. Research journals
such as Odisha Itihas Anusand-
han Patrika, Odisha Samiksha,
and Utkal Prasanga are also
available here.

Furthermore, documents on
freedom fighter Veer Surendra
Sai--the rebellious zamindar
of Ghens, the Independence
movement in western Odi-
sha, the region’s role in the
freedom movement, list of
freedom fighters and martyrs,
the language movement in
Sambalpur for the creation of
Odisha as a separate province,
the pioneers of the language
movement, the history and es-
tablishment of Sambalpur and
the Samaleswari Temple, royal
lineage and heritage of Sambal-
pur, traditional festivals of the
region, folk arts, the Hirakud

hired for ¥2,000.

The incident occurred when
the procession, traveling from
Gaibahal village to Babijor
village, neared the bride’s
home. Chaos ensued, and one
of the attackers dropped an
iron hammer, allowing vil-
lagers to capture him. Upon
questioning, the suspect con-
fessed to a plot to kill groom
Rajkumar Padhan and his as-

State

Dam project, Kosalananda Ka-
vya, Patna Deepika, and Patna
State Gazette, along with Kho-
sla’s report on these, serve as
valuable historical records.
These resources are highly
beneficial for history students
and researchers.

As a key institution for pre-
serving non-contemporary
administrative and histori-
cal records, the archives are
responsible for acquiring,
scientifically preserving, and
laminating documents to ben-
efit both administrators and
researchers. Given its signifi-
cance as a national heritage re-
pository, chorus is growing for
urgent staffing, maintenance,
and improved preservation ef-
forts of the archives.

Kishore Naik, Curator of
Sambalpur Regional Archives,
said the ongoing staff crunch
arose after positions across
departments remained vacant
following the retirement of the
incumbent employees. “Those
posts have not yet been filled,”
he said.

Naik said the facility urgent-
ly requires bookbinders to pre-
serve important records, but
none have been hired. “Man-
aging a three-storey office and
carrying out operations have
become increasingly difficult
with just three employees,” he
said adding that when employ-
ees remain absent for official
work or take leave, the office
has to shut down, causing in-
convenience to students, re-
searchers, and historians.

FESTIVE BUYING: A woman vendor selling Ketaki flowers on the roadside at Hinjilicut in Ganjam district
ahead of Maha Shivaratri, Monday

OP PHOTO

Man gets 20-yr Rl for raping disabled minor

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Feb 24: Fast Track
Court Judge Vijay Kumar Mish-
ra Monday sentenced Sambari
Juang (30) of Dhanurjaipur vil-
lage under Telkoi police station
to 20 years of rigorous impris-
onment (RI) and imposed a fine
of 10,000 for raping a 15-year-
old differently abled girl.

The court further ordered
another six months RI to the
convict in case of non-payment
of the fine amount.

According to sources, Sam-
bari raped the disabled minor
girl when she was alone in her

during wedding procession

sociate, Santosh Padhan.

Police seized two mobile
phones, two motorcycles, a
country-made pistol, knives,
iron rods, and other weap-
ons. Authorities arrested
eight of the ten attackers,
with two prime suspects still
at large.

The motive for the murder
plot was reportedly tied to
an agricultural land dispute.

The mastermind, a resident
of Mahalei village, allegedly
planned the attack at a poultry
farm in Katapali village. The
accused has family ties to Gai-
bahal, where Rajkumar and
Santosh reportedly harassed
his in-laws over land issues.

A case has been registered,
and police are continuing
efforts to apprehend the re-
maining suspects.

house 12 May, 2023. When the
victim’s father reached at the
spot, Sambari ran away. Lat-
er the victim narrated her or-
deal to her father, who then
filed a written complaint at

Telkoi police station the next
morning.

Based on the complaint,
police arrested the accused
under Section 6 of POCSO Act
and forwarded him to court.

‘W =handicrafts

’f" 'y —:onl.hu ing tradition

i Attractive Handicrafts
.. and Handloom items
from different States

VENUE : NEELACHAL URBAN HAAT
PURI

From 20th February to 26th February 2025 (7 days)

Dally from 11A.M. to 9P.M.

Office of the Development
Commissioner (Handicrafts)

Sponsored by:

Public hearings conclude for
MCL Kulda open cast project

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar/Sundargarh,
Feb 24: The public hearings for
the proposed expansion of the Kul-
da Open Cast Project (OCP) under
the Basundhara Area of Mahana-
di Coalfields Limited (MCL) were
successfully concluded across five
locations in Sundargarh district.
The hearings were conducted
under the directions of the Oris-
sa High Court, focusing on the ex-
pansion of the mining area from
634.205 hectare to 921.305 hectare.
MCL sources Monday stated
that the public hearings took place
in various villages, including Siar-
mal, Baliga, Bankibahal, Sarade-
ga, and Tumulia, where residents
gathered to share their valuable
opinions on environmental and
pollution control measures.
General Manager of the Basund-
hara Area, MCL, PB Reddy, who
attended the meetings, highlight-
ed MCL’s proactive steps to miti-
gate dust pollution and improve
the living conditions of nearby
communities. The company’s

Vedanta expands MHU
service to Kashlpur block

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: Re-
inforcing its commitment to
community healthcare as well
as aiming to serve 21 more re-
mote villages, Vedanta, India’s
largest producer of aluminium,
has expanded its Mobile Health
Unit (MHU) services to Kashi-
pur block in tribal-dominated
Rayagada district.

In his reactions, Dr Netra-
nanda Nayak, Head, Commu-
nity Health Centre (CHC), Ka-
shipur, said, “I would like to
thank Vedanta for providing
quality healthcare at the door-
steps of nearly 10,000 people in
the Kashipur region through its
Mobile Health Unit. This vital
initiative will not only enhance
medical access, but also raise
health awareness fostering a

plans to enhance environmental
safeguards were also discussed
during the hearings.

Residents from nearby villag-
es such as Baliga, Bankibahal,

Siaramal, Tetelgadi, Tumulia,
Pharakbahal, Kundaren, and Sa-
radega participated in the discus-
sions. The villagers voiced their
concerns and provided valuable
suggestions on pollution control
while also raising demands relat-
ed to infrastructure development,
including lighting, drinking wa-
ter, and sanitation.

The hearings were conducted
peacefully by the district admin-
istration and police, except for
some disturbances before the
start of the hearing in Tumulia

village February 20, 2025, where
some individuals obstructed the
road leading to the venue.

Reddy expressed his heartfelt
gratitude to the residents for their
cooperation and active participa-
tion in the public hearings. He
also thanked the Sundargarh dis-
trict administration, police, and
officers from the State Pollution
Control Board (SPCB) for their
efforts in ensuring the successful
conduct of the hearings.

“We are proud that MCL contin-
ues to provide the best compensa-
tion in the industry and invest in
the welfare of peripheral commu-
nities,” the General Manager said,
emphasising the company’s com-
mitment to sustainable energy
production while addressing the
concerns and needs of people liv-
ing around the operational areas.

The successful conclusion of
these public hearings marks a
significant step toward expand-
ing the Kulda project, which will
contribute to the country’s ener-
gy needs while safeguarding the
interests of the local population.

Supervisor killed in
workplace mishap

POST NEWS NETWORK

Dhenkanal, Feb 24: A supervisor was
killed while working at the hot strip
mill (HSM) of an industrial plant at
Meramandali in Dhenkanal district

in the wee hours of Monday.

healthier community.”

Emphasising the company’s
dedication to community wel-
fare, Sunil Gupta, Chief Oper-
ating Officer (COO), Vedanta
Aluminium, said, “At Vedanta,
we believe that access to quali-
ty healthcare is a fundamental
right. Our Mobile Health Units
are a testament to this commit-
ment, bringing essential medical
services to some of the most un-
derserved regions of the coun-
try. Through this initiative, we
aim to create a lasting impact
on the health and well-being of
rural communities.”

The victim was identified as Abdul
Rauf, 42, a supervisor employed with
Tata Steel Technical Services Ltd.,
a subsidiary of Tata Steel and a resi-
dent of Narayanpur area in Jamtara
district of Jharkhand. He was working
at the hot strip mill when the accident
occurred, resulting in a severe head
injury. Company officials rushed him
to the plant’s medical centre and later
to the district headquarters hospital in
Dhenkanal, where doctors pronounced
him dead.

Following the incident, tensions ran
high on the plant premises. On being
informed, Hindol SDPO launched an
investigation.

Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India, New Delhi

Organized by : SUNLINE, INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, MADHUPATNA, CUTTACK-10

EAST COAST

e-Tender Notice No. e-Tender-Elect-G-58-24
DESCRIPTION OF WORK :
UPGRADATION MAINTENANCE
FACILITIES FOR POWER SUPPLY
ARRANGEMENT WITH IMPROVEMENT)
OF ILLUMINATION IN PIT LINE AND SICK
LINE AT COACHING DEPOT PURI &
BHUBAENSWAR.

Approx Cost of the work (3):

6,69,99,580.27, EMD (3): 4,85,000.00
Tender Closing Date and Time :
At 1500 Hrs. 0f17.03.2025

No manual offers sent by Post / Courier /
Fax or in person accepted against such
e-tenders even if these are submitted on
firm’s letter head and received in time. All
such manual offers shall be considered
invalid and shall be rejected summarily
without any consideration.

Complete information including e-tender

documents of the above e-tender is|]7.

available in website : hitp:/fwww.ireps.gov.in

Note : The prospective tenderers are
advised to revisit the website 10 (Ten}
days before the date of closing of tender to
note any changes / corrigendum issued
for this tender.

$r. Divisional Electrical Engineer (G},

PR-1016/P/24-25 Khurda Road

SRS

Government of Odisha

No.0-1529:

Office of the Superintending Engineer
Rural Works Division, Jharsuguda

Email:eerw_jharsuguda@yahoo.co.in, Tel:06645-271643
Bid ldentification No.Online-SEJSG-21 of 2024-25
NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR BUIL DING WORKS IN ODISHA
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

Name of the Work

Total No. of Work
Estimated Cost
Period of Completion

for bidding

Date and Time of bid opening :

Name and Address of the
Officer Inviting Bid

OIPR-25104/11/0025/2425

Period and Time of avaﬂabnhty
of bid document in the portal

: Building Works as per DTCN
available in the
www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

. 4 (Four) Nos.

: Rs.37.12 Lakh to 37.13 Lakhs.

: 09 (Nine) Calendar Months.
Dt.25.02.2025 at 11.00 AM to
11.03.2025 upto 05.00 P.M.

Dt.12.03.2025 at 11.00 A M.
. S.E.,R.W. Division, Jharsuguda.

(1) Other details can be seen from Detailed notice Inviting Tenders,
available in website www.tendersorissa.gov.in.
(2) Corrigendum if any shall only be published in the above website.

Sd./- Superintending Engineer,
R.W.Division, Jharsuguda

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RWS&S IIWISIIIN ATHAGARH

. At/Post: Athagarh, Email: eerw_ssathagarh
1st Corrigendum to Tender Call Notice No.R

mail.co

lATHl1 0/2024-2025

No.227, Dt.20.02.2025

No0.0-1527: The e-Procurement Notice No. RWS/ATH/10/2024-25 & Letter No.111, dt.28.01.2025 of RWSS
Division, Athagarh is hereby modified due to unavoidable circumstances.

RESCHEDULED TIME TABLE

SL.No. Item

As per Notice

Rescheduled Date & Time

website in the portal

1 Availability of Bid Documents in the

20.02.2025 at 10.00 AM to
D1.03.03.2025 upto 5.30 PM

21.02.2025 at 10.00 AM to
03.03.2025 upto 5.30 PM

Clarification

2 Date and Time of seeking Tender

upto 5.30 PM

20.02.2025 to 21.02.2025

21.02.2025 to 22.02.2025
upto 5.30 PM

OIPR-25165/11/0005/2425

All other terms & conditions shall remain unchanged.

Sd./- (Er. Chachin Mishra)

Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Athagarh

q\ﬁﬂilﬁg w) Union Bank

T T I

AGoenres dlinda dariaing

REGIONAL OFFICE: BALASORE
3 Floor, Asis Plaza, OT Road,
Bhaskarganj, Balasore-756001

{For immovable

[RULE 8(1) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES - 2002]

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Union Bank of india, Joda Branch
under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest (Second) Act, 2002 (Act. No. 54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under
section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a
Demand Notice calling upon the Borrowers in loan A/c mentioned below to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice plus interest thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said
notice. The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers
and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the properties described
herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read
with Rule 8 of the said Rules. The Borrowers in particular and the public in general
cautioned not to deal with the properties and any dealings with the properties will be subject to the
charge of the Union Bank of India, Joda Branch for an amount mentioned below with interest
thereon. The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of Sub-section (8) of Section 13 of
the Act, in respect of time available to the Borrower to redeem the secured assets.

is hereby

Panasagoda, Azad Basti, PO.:
Joda, PIN-758034

BRANCH/ Liabilities due as |03t of Demand Description of

A . Notice / Date .
Name and Address of Borrowers|  per Notice of Possession Properties
JODA BRANCH / ¥ 3,58,727/- 04.11.2024 | Residential Land and Building
Borrowers: 1) Jitendra Lohar,| as on 07.03.2024 / in the name of Mr. Banamali
S/o.: Banamali Lohar, 2)| +interest&Other |21.02.2025] ohar, S/o.: Late Jitunath
Banamali Lohar, S/o.: Jitunath| Legal Charges [|onar, situated over Khata No.: 224/615,
Lohar, Both are At: thereon Plot No.: 350/2345, Area: Ac.0.080 Dec.,

Tahasil: Barbil, Tahasil No.: 02(65), Mouza: Baneikala (Unit

No.:1), PS.: Joda, PS. No.:31,
North: Shyamalal Sanya, South: Kulamani Barik, East: Road, West: Biswajit Nayak

Dist.: Keonjhar, Bounded by

Place: Balasore
Date: 24.02.2025

Sd/- Authorised Officer
Union Bank of India
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A smile acts upon the difficulties
as the sun upon the clouds - it
disperses them.

THE MOTHER

Conservatives Win

G

ermans have just voted the conservative opposition to power
in a general election that was dominated by worries about the
years-long stagnation in Europe’s largest economy and a grow-

ing sentiment against immigrants. The Christian Democratic Union
of Germany/Christian-Social Union (CDU/CSU) alliance led by Frie-
drich Merz has won 29 per cent votes, the most, while the Far-Right
Alternative fiir Deutschland (AfD) has become the second largest party,
securing 21 per cent of votes, nearly doubling its tally as against the
last election.

The results indicated that Merz’s Christian Democrats and the cen-
tre-left Social Democrats secured a majority of seats in the national
legislature, as smaller parties did not meet the electoral threshold. This
positions Merz favourably for becoming the country’s next chancellor.
He has, however, dismissed the idea of forming a coalition with the
AfD. In fact, all the major parties have committed to upholding a “fire-
wall” that prevents any formal collaboration with the anti-migrant,
pro-Kremlin AfD. It is pertinent to note here that the AfD has received
considerable endorsements from figures such as US President Donald

oower Post

Jagdish Rattanani

n 21 March, 2003,

ITN network’s John

Irvine reported from

Baghdad the launch
of “shock and awe,” the US
Pentagon’s encoding for
immeasurable death and
destruction that rained on
Iraq, in the following words:
“This is on a completely dif-
ferent scale from what has
gone on before. This isn't
just an attack on bricks and
mortar. It is an assault on
the human senses ...”

Some 22 years later, “shock
and awe” has come to the US,
a nation so contorted and
disordered that it will take a
while for Americans (and their
allies) to figure out what hit
them. On the surface, it is the
1.5 leadership of Trump and
Musk that is systematically

FOCUS AMERICA

‘SHOCK AND AWF’

The values of dominion and imperialistic

~

control that the US has pushed to game
others are the very values that it now
sees in play with full force when the
game has turned inward

ing that he has only ripped the
mask off the face of the US. He

of dominion and imperialistic
control that the US has pushed

324 civilians. That translates to
murdering 1.3 people a day for
every day of his presidency.
And this reported quote from
Obama to senior aides in
2011: “Turns out I’'m real-
ly good at killing people.
Didn’t know that was gon-
na be a strong suit of mine.”
So, who is better - Obama,
the erudite, polished, ev-
ery-word-matters Harvard
law graduate, or Trump,
the non-sequiturs-mouthing
rambler?

We may leave the US to its
woes. But the overwhelming
reach of US power combined
with its recklessness means
that what happens there im-
perils global peace and secu-
rity. If the world is not be left
to suffer US excesses, leaders
must engage more cautiously

Trump’s advisor, Elon Musk, and US Vice President JD Vance during dismantling the US, eroding has torn away the pseudo so- to game others are the very = with an intemperate leader-
the brief but intense campaign. institutions, upending con-  phistication and shown Ameri-  values that it now sees inplay  ship. Some lessons that shine
Merz’s conservative party secured 208 seats in the 630-seat Bunde- stitutional guarantees and  calike it always hasbeenright  with full force when the game  brighter than ever now.
stag, while the AfD garnered 152 seats. The three parties that comprised WE MAY LEAVE demolishing the federal appa-  till he took over the presidency  has turned inward. It is good to be ever wary of
the previous governing coalition experienced a loss of seats, with the THEUS TO ITS ratus. Musk’s chainsaw-wav-  in his second term, sans filters. Forget older interventions,  anation and a leadership that
Social Democratic Party of Germany (SDP) led by outgoing Chancellor ing to depict the rapid cutting  The pretence of diversity, equity =~ wars and coups the US has isand has historically been all
Olaf Scholz dropping to 120 and the Greens to 85. The pro-business Free WOES. BUT THE  of federal services is as per- andinclusiveness orthetalkof engineered while spendinga  about itself at the cost of oth-
Democrats, which instigated early elections by withdrawing from the OVERWHELMING versely vaudevillian as the  democracy, freedom and peace  reported $10 trillion dollars  ers, driving others to misery
coalition, did not achieve the 5 per cent of the vote necessary to gain 2003 defence Secretary Donald  or indeed the idea of civil rights, since the Cold War erupted  as it gobbles up resources and
any seats. The Left party obtained 64 seats, while the leftist Sahra REACH OF Rrumsfeld’s delight when he racial equality or fairness was  to stay in charge with “shock  pushes the idea of American
Wagenknecht Alliance fell just short of the 5 per cent threshold. US POWER announced “shock and awe”  the big US hoax that Trump andawe,” which in Iraqg alone  exceptionalism. Some will ar-
Incidentally, the German elections threw up two interesting con- over Iraq. The latter was said  is calling out now. Forget the  left half a million people dead,  gue all foreign policy works
trasts. The 69-year-old Merz, who stands 6'5" tall, is a known misogynist COMBINED to be in search of what most of = globe, we don’t celebrate democ-  according to an academic re- that way. But in practice, the
and has barely any women in his leadership group. Throughout his WITH ITS the world knew were non-exis-  racy inthe US itself, Trumpap-  port. Look only very recently,  US has the means, the will-
political career, Merz has consistently advocated for conservative val- tent Weapons of Mass Destruc-  pears to say, as he indeed went ~ to those considered among ingness and the arrogance to
ues and emphasized the significance of family. In the 1990s, he opposed RECKLESSNESS tion, WMDs, in Iraq, while the = ontotell the Governor of Maine  the more “decent” leaders translate its nefarious think-
the liberalization of abortion laws and voted against pre-implantation MEANS THAT chainsaw is said to be in the  atatelevised meeting: “Tamthe  of our times. What was Joe  ingto action.
genetic diagnosis. Infamously, he also voted against the criminaliza- hunt for corruption and waste  federal law.” Biden doing when he went on There is a lot right with
tion of marital rape in 1997. A lawyer by profession, Merz has faced WHAT HAPPENS in the US bureaucracy that is While sections of the US in-  supplying Israel with all the the US, probably, but today
delays in reaching the top position, largely due to former Chancellor THERE IMPERILS equally likely to be non-exis-  telligentsia berate the Trump-  tools of its genocide in Gaza it can be clear that a lot more
Angela Merkel’s influence in the early 2000s. After leaving parliament GLOBAL PEACE tent. The real purpose of both ~ Vance government, it might  while staying completely si- is wrong within that nation.
in 2009, he stepped away from active politics for several years, during is different: to exert power be useful for those indignant lentonthe havocthathasbeen India needs to note that and
which he practiced law and led the supervisory board of the German AND SECURITY anddominance, to controlre- now to study the language of  brought to that land? etch some of these lessons into

branch of BlackRock, the world’s largest asset manager. Despite his
_extensive political background, Merz is approaching the chancellery
without any prior experience in government.

On the other hand is Alice Weidel, the woman who heads the AfD.
Weidel is in a same sex marriage with a Swiss citizen of Sri Lankan
origin. The couple has two adopted sons and splits their time between
Switzerland and Germany. Weidel is an economist by profession and
has previously worked with Goldman Sachs and the Bank of China.
Her grandfather, Hans Weidel, was a Nazi judge who was appointed
directly by Adolf Hitler to pass judgments on those who opposed the
Third Reich.

For now, under Merz’s leadership, it will be interesting to observe
how Germany, a key NATO member, navigates the challenges posed
by Russia and, more recently, by the United States, where Donald
Trump’s return has created global turmoil. Merz has emphasized
that his primary focus is to foster unity in Europe in response to

_these challenges. At a time when the US, under Trump’s influence,
is disregarding established norms of international cooperation and
international law, a robust and united Europe is more essential than
ever. What remains to be seen is whether Merz, as the leader of the
European Union’s most populous country, can ensure that.

WISDOM CORNER

[T

[T

Be more concerned with your character than your reputa-
tion, because your character is what you really are, while
your reputation is merely what others think you are.

JOHN WOODEN

One looks back with appreciation to the brilliant teachers,
but with gratitude to those who touched our human feel-
ings. The curriculum is so much necessary raw material, but
warmth is the vital element for the growing plant and for

the soul of the child.

CARL JUNG

sources, to give more to them-
selves while snatching more
away from those who have
less. It is known that slavery
was the original American
big business; it becomes clear
that some version of slavery
remains the main US business
to this day.

In this assessment, it is pos-
sible to defend Trump by argu-

The Amazon’s future will

Carlos Nobre &
Marielos Penia-Claros

etween November 2023
B and October 2024, the
Amazon rainforest faced
yearly average temperature
increases above 2° Celsius.
Record-breaking heat waves,
droughts, and fires have
ravaged the region; defor-
estation is still too high; and
indigenous peoples and local
communities have faced pro-
liferating threats against their
livelihoods and well-being.
The threat these trends
represent can hardly be over-
stated. The Amazon is rapidly
approaching a tipping point,

power and control as stan-
dard US behaviour, at how it
has always been in the DNA
of the US and how such abuse
has landed on others in the
world. Americans have typ-
ically either supported it or
remained steadfastly oblivious
to the deep damage it delivers
to “aliens,” the American term
for those “others.” The values

ed to Baku, Azerbaijan, for the
COP29. But neither gathering
yielded the necessary results.

To be sure, COP16 brought
the adoption of a new “program
of work,” which should en-
hance the ability of indigenous
peoples and local communities
to contribute to biodiversity
conservation. It also featured
the launch of the Cali Fund,
which facilitates the equitable
distribution of profits from the
use of sequenced genetic infor-
mation that has been collected
from the natural world. But
only 44 of the 196 parties at the

Or consider the Nobel Peace
Prize winning Barack Obama.
He killed more people in drone
strike across Afghanistan, Paki-
stan and elsewhere than any oth-
er US President. A report from
the 100-year-old US Council of
Foreign Relations (CFR) notes
that Obama ordered a total of
542 drone strikes, killing an es-
timated 3,797 people, including

Indian foreign policy for now
and for the future. This is a
time that makes the Tito-Neh-
ru-Nasser vision of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) look
like a very bright idea indeed.

The writer is a

journalist and faculty
member at SPJIMR. Views
are personal. ©THE BILLION PRESS

be decided in 2025

includes a reduction of net
GHG emissions to about 60%
below 2005 levels by 2035 — a
target that is critical to halting
deforestation.

Moreover, as host of the G20
2024 Leaders’ Summit in Rio de
Janeiro in November, Brazil
secured backing for the Tropi-
cal Forest Forever Facility, an
innovative new fund - expected
to attract $125 billion in initial
investment - that will reward
countries for conserving trop-
ical forests, including areas
from the Amazon to Borneo to
the Congo Basin.

ing - should be to secure a global
commitment to achieving zero
deforestation in the Amazon by
2030 and net-zero global GHG
emissions before 2050.
Targeted funding and sup-
port will be needed to restore
ecosystems, enhance resil-
ience, conserve biodiversity,
and protect the rights and
livelihoods of the indigenous
peoples and local communi-
ties who depend on the Ama-
zon and are its stewards and
protectors. Increased climate
finance and the expansion of
protected areas and indige-

IF COP30 FAILS beyond which forest dieback  event managed to produce new Brazil has matched its glob-  nous territories are essential.

‘ ‘ So long as the universe had a beginning, we could suppose T0 DEL|VER, WE gou.ld cau}sle permapent de%ra- natij(;{nallbiodivelsiilty plzéng. aléead((eirsfhip wit.h a pl}llSh to Géoba(li clim}.?te talksflllafve

it had a creator. But if the universe is really completely RISK LOSING atlpn. T eregion’s transfor- Likewise, while P29 reduce de orestation qt ome. produced no s ’ortage of lofty
self-contained, having no boundary or edge, it would have mation into sglf—drylng areasof  brought the lamch of tl_le Baku  In 2024, its Qeforestatlon rate promises and h1gh-p_roﬁle part-
neither beginning nor end: it would simply be. What place THE AMAZON open vegetation would wreak  Forest Declaration, climatefi- ~ reached anine-yearlow. Some  nerships, but when it comes to
then. for a creator? ’ ALTOGETHER havoc on the biome’s un- nancing commitments fell far  other Amazonian countries real action, they have consis-

’ : matched biodiversity, its food  short of developing economies’  are following suit. Colombia, tently fallen short. Now, with

STEPHEN HAWKING systems, and the livelihoods  needs, and negotiators failedto  for example, reduced defor- the Amazon’s survival in the

of its 47 million inhabitants.  reach a new agreement on cut-  estation to a 23-year low in  balance, we need immediate,

TH I S D AY IN HISTORY It would also destroy a vital  ting GHGemissions. Neitherde- 2023, halving primary forest  concrete, collaborative efforts
carbon sink and a powerful forestation norlanduse wereso  loss compared to the previous to slash emissions and chan-

source of moisture for South  muchasmentioned inthe COP29  year. But others are moving nel more resources toward

Il 1570: As pope, Pius V excommunicated Queen Elizabeth | of England from America - the “flying rivers”  Presidential Action Agenda. in the opposite direction: in  climate-change adaptation
the Roman Catholic Church. that sustain rainfall systems Despite these disappoint- Bolivia, primary forest loss  and ecosystem conservation. If

M 1943: British musician George Harrison—lead guitarist of the Beatles, one far south of the Amazon Basin.  ments, some countries showed increased by 27% in 2023. COP30 fails to deliver, we risk
of the most important and influential bands in the history of rock and Despite ample opportunity  initiative and leadership in This year’s COP30 in Belém, losing the Amazon altogether.
roll—was born. for multilateral efforts to pro-  2024. At COP29, Brazil-home  Brazil - the first such confer-

Bl 1947: The state of Prussia is dissolved. At its peak, the most important tect and restore the Amazon,  to about 60% of the Amazon  ence to be held in the Amazon Carlos Nobre is a
state of the German empire encompassed parts of modern-day Germany, the outcomes so far have been  rainforest — became the sec- - offers a chance to build on professor at the University
Poland, and Russia. woefully inadequate. Justlast  ond country to launch itsnew  recent progress and bridge im- of Sao Paulo. Marielos

. . . . . October, leaders gathered in ~ Nationally Determined Con-  portant gaps. A top priority for Peria-Claros is a professor

o ;Zs:érﬁ':f;fwo?&xs ;thammad Al k_n own at the time as Cassnus_CIay,_ Cali, Colombia, for the COP16.  tribution under the 2015 Par-  the conference —for which coun- at Wageningen University.

yweight champion by knocking out Sonny Liston in S .
seven rounds. A few weeks later, they head-  isclimate agreement. The plan  tries should already be prepar- (©PROJECT SYNDICATE

[l 1986: Ousting of Marcos in the Philippines. On this day in 1986, Philippine
President Ferdinand E. Marcos, under pressure from the United States, -~ H 1 H
fled his country for Hawaii after a fraudulent electoral victory over \P?ﬂ Domlnance prevalls Trump (U)SAID It
Corazon Aquino, who replaced him as president. | Sir, India's dominance over Pakistan in white ball Sir, In his typical “speak first, think later” style, Donald

Il 1991: The Warsaw Pact is declared disbanded. Following the end of the ZA;H e tte rS cricket continues as the Men in Blue registered a Trump has set the cat among the pigeons by referring to hu-
Cold War, the defense treaty between 8 communist states had lost its i resounding win against their archrivals at Dubai mongous amounts that were (allegedly) given to his friend,
purpose. It had been signed in 1955 as an antagonist of NATO. _ j - in the Champions Trophy 2025. In the process of Narendra Modi by USAID to “influence voter turnout” (what-

hitting his 51st ODI hundred and crossing the mile-
stone of 14,000 runs, chase master and King Kohli
not only marked his return to form much to the
delight of the team and his fans, but importantly
as well took Team India closer to the semi-final
stage. In fact, Kohli's following base knows no
borders, as evidenced by his supporters even in
Pakistan, cheering for his century against their
own team. During a special screening of the match
in Islamabad, numerous Pakistan fans were seen
celebrating as Kohli completed his match-defining
century. It was a moment that transcended rivalry
and represented a great victory for cricket.

ever that means). The Congress has now got a stick to beat
the BJP with. Incidentally, it is the same stick that a week
ago was used by the BJP to settle scores with the Congress.
It is perplexing to note how a remark (not yet substantiated
by a fact check) made by a President who is a congenital liar,
can raise a storm in India's political ecosystem. All political
parties must reach an understanding that they will not jump
the gun and start a slander contest on the basis of what an
individual of dubious credibility has said, even if he happens
to be the President of the most powerful nation on the planet.
Trump must be grinning from ear to ear to see the impact of
his words on the politicians of India who are leaving no stone
unturned to paint their opponents in the darkest of colours.
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PSYCHIC HOTLINE

ecently, the Psychic Hotline and
Psychic Friends Network have
launched hotlines for frogs. Here
is the story of one frog and his
discussing with his psychic.
A frog telephones the Psychic
Hotline and is told, "You are going to

meet

a beautiful young girl who will want
to know everything about you."
The frog says, "This is great! Will |
meet her at a party, or what?"
"No," says the psychic. "Next
semester in her biology class."

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI Avinash Godboley, DEWAS
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Guj to host AICC session after 64 yr

The All India Congress Committee session April 8 and 9 will deliberate on the challenges posed by the BIP's "anti-people
policies and its alleged attack on the Constitution, as well as on charting the outfit's future road map, the opposition party said

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, Feb 24: When
the Congress holds its AICC
session in Ahmedabad in April,
it will only be the third time in
the party's 139-year-old histo-
ry that Gujarat will host this
mega conclave with the last
one held 64 years ago in 1961 in
Bhavnagar.

Gujarat Congress president
Shaktisinh Gohil Monday
thanked the party's high com-
mand on behalf of the people of
Gujarat for deciding to organise
the key session in the state.

The All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) session April
8 and 9 will deliberate on the
challenges posed by the BJP's
"anti-people" policies and its
alleged attack on the Consti-
tution, as well as on charting
the outfit's future road map, the
opposition party said in New
Delhi Sunday.

"The party has given a
chance to Gujarat to organise
the AICC session on April 8-9
in Ahmedabad city, the biggest
centre of independence struggle
where an ashram of Mahatma
Gandhi (Sabarmati Ashram)
is located. I thank the working
committee and high command
for deciding to organise the
session here," Gohil said while
addressing the media.

He said the party wanted to
organise the session at Mahat-

TET-TAT candidates
stage protest over
recruitment process

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Gandhinagar, Feb 24: The
Teacher Eligibility Test (TET)
and Teacher Aptitude Test (TAT)
exam candidates from across Gu-
jarat staged a protest demanding
a faster and more structured
teacher recruitment process.

The large-scale protest has
prompted the deployment of

_heavy police security to pre-
vent any untoward incidents.
The demonstrators also urged
the government to increase the
number of vacancies in the re-
cruitment drive.

In response, Education Min-
ister Praful Pansheriya assured
that the recruitment process
would be completed soon, urg-
ing candidates not to be misled
into unnecessary agitation.

The Gujarat government had
earlier announced the recruit-
ment of 24,700 teachers, but the
process has been delayed due
to various reasons, including
the enforcement of the election
code of conduct.

Addressing the ongoing pro-
test, Education Minister Praful
Pansheriya stated that while
there has been some delay, the
government remains committed
to fulfilling its recruitment prom-
ises. He urged candidates not to
be influenced by misinformation,
emphasising that the recruit-
ment will take place as planned.

With a large number of can-
didates participating in the pro-
test, heavy police deployment
has been put in place to main-
tain law and order. Preventive
measures, including detaining
individuals creating unrest, are
being undertaken to ensure a
peaceful demonstration. Au-
thorities are monitoring the sit-
uation as negotiations between
the government and protesting
candidates continue.

The Teacher Eligibility Test
(TET) and Teacher Aptitude
Test (TAT) are pivotal exam-
inations in Gujarat, designed
to assess and qualify candidates
aspiring to teach in the state's
primary and secondary schools.

TET is bifurcated into TET-1
and TET-2, targeting different
teaching levels, while TAT fo-
cuses on evaluating the apti-
tude of candidates for teaching
positions. These exams encom-
pass subjects such as Pedagogy,
English, General Studies, and
Gujarati, ensuring that edu-
cators possess the requisite
knowledge and skills.

Gujarat, which houses birthplaces of
independence heroes Mahatma Gandhi and
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, will host an AICC

session for the third time in the Congress
history with the last one organised at
Bhavnagar in 1961 when Neelam Sanjeeva
Reddy was the party's president, Gujarat
Congress president Shaktisinh Gohil said

ma Mandir in Gandhinagar
"but have been told unofficially
that the venue will not be pro-
vided for the purpose".
Gujarat, which houses birth-
places of independence heroes
Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, will host
an AICC session for the third
time in the Congress history
with the last one organised
at Bhavnagar in 1961 when

Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy was
the party's president, the Rajya
Sabha MP said.

The AICC's first session in
Gujarat was organised at Har-
ipura near Bardoli in 1938,
when Sardar Patel had taken
the responsibility for the event,
he said.

It was organised to mark the
10th anniversary of Bardoli sa-
tyagraha, a non-violent farmer

A child sits on debris during an anti-encroachment drive by Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC), in Ahmedabad, Gujarat

PTI PHOTO

2023 UTTARKASHI TUNNEL COLLAPSE

protest led by Patel which was
launched to oppose the British
government's excessive taxa-
tion.

"At the Haripura session,
Subhash Chandra Bose was
elected as the AICC president.
It was at that very session
that the declaration of 'purna
swaraj' (full self-rule) was re-
affirmed and a blueprint was
issued by Bose on how to run
the government after indepen-
dence," Gohil said.

At the Haripura session,
Bose had first proposed the
idea of establishing a plan-
ning commission and launch-
ing five-year plans, the GPCC
president maintained.

"The blueprint issued by
Bose in the 1938 session was
implemented by the country's
first prime minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru 12 years later,"
he said.

The second AICC session in
Gujarat was organised in 1961
in Bhavnagar, when Neelam
Sanjiva Reddy was the party's
national president, Gohil said.

The session in Ahmedabad
will commence April 8 with an
extended Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting, fol-
lowed by the AICC Delegates'
meeting April 9, the party said.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge will preside over
both the meetings, which will
be attended by Congress Par-

liamentary Party chairperson
Sonia Gandhi, Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi, all chief ministers of
the Congress-ruled states, na-
tional office bearers, senior
party leaders, and other AICC
delegates, it added.

During the press conference,
GPCC president Gohil also ac-
cused the BJP government of
providing "wrong" figures re-
garding Gujarat's budget size
and public debt during the bud-
get presented in the assembly
last week.

"The government claimed the
state budget size was %3.77 lakh
crore (Rs 3,70,250 crore as per
govt). It is for the first time that
the BJP government presented
wrong figures in the Vidhan
Sabha," he alleged.

Gohil said in reply to a ques-
tion asked by him in Parlia-
ment, the BJP government
cited an RBI report and said
the Gujarat's has a debt of
34,67,476.4 crore, which was
much more than the state's an-
nual budget.

"This is the Gujarat model,
where the debt surpasses the
annual budget even when no
benefit is passed on to farmers,
women and youth in the form
of electricity and government
jobs, etc. This is because a few
industrialists are looting the
state treasury," the Congress
leader claimed.

Kedarnath temple’s

earnings more than
double since 2020-21

The famous Himalayan
temple’s earnings rose
from 322.04cr in
2020-21, to 52.9cr
in 2023-24

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dehradun, Feb 24: The Ke-
darnath temple's earnings from
offerings, donations and differ-
ent services offered to devotees
have more than doubled since
March 2021, an RTI query has
revealed.

From %22.04 crore in 2020-21,
it rose to ¥52.9 crore in 2023-24,
the Sri Badrinath-Kedarnath
Mandir Samiti said in response
to the query filed under the
Right to Information Act by
Noida-based RTI activist Am-
it Gupta.

Giving a yearly break-up, the
committee said the income of
the famous Himalayan temple
in Uttarakhand was 22.04 crore
in 2020-21, it dropped to %16.52
crore in 2021-22 in the wake of
the Covid-19 pandemic but rose
again to ¥29.67 crore in 2022-23
and to ¥52.9 crore in 2023-24.

The rise in the temple's in-
come during the period was
2.3 times.

A delayed opening of the
temple for devotees in 2021,
coupled with restrictions such

Funds for reviving forests

CAG report exposes
Z607cr scam as
Uttarakhand misuses
forest funds for
iPhones, laptops
purchase

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Dehradun, Feb 24: A central
audit has uncovered massive
financial irregularities in
Uttarakhand, revealing that
funds earmarked for forest
conservation were misused for
purchasing iPhones, office de-
cor, and other non-sanctioned
expenses.

The Comptroller and Au-
ditor General (CAG) of In-
dia’s report for the financial
year 2021-22 found that the
hill state's Forest and Health
Departments, along with the
Workers Welfare Board, uti-
lised public funds without
proper planning or necessary
approvals.

The report, presented in the
Uttarakhand Assembly during
the Budget Session, revealed
that the Workers Welfare
Board spent %607 crore with-
out government authorisation
between 2017 and 2021. It also
flagged violations of regula-
tions concerning the transfer
of forest land.

Nearly %14 crore from the
Compensatory Afforestation
Fund Management and Plan-
ning Authority (CAMPA) -- in
tended to offset the ecological
impact of forest land diversion
- was misdirected towards
non-forestry expenses. These
funds were used to purchase
laptops, refrigerators, and
coolers, as well as for building
renovations and legal expens-
es, the report stated.

According to CAMPA guide-
lines, afforestation should be
undertaken within one to two
growing seasons after receiv-
ing funds. However, the audit
found that compensatory affor-
estation was delayed by more
than eight years in 37 cases.

The report also highlight-

ed irregularities in land se-
lection under the CAMPA
scheme, along with viola-
tions of forest land transfer
rules. Although the Central
government had granted pre-
liminary approval for non-for-
estry projects such as roads,
power lines, water supply sys-
tems, and railways, necessary
permissions from Divisional
Forest Officers (DFOs) were
not obtained. Between 2014
and 2022, work on 52 such
projects commenced without
DFO approval.

The CAG report further
raised concerns over the sur-
vival rate of planted trees,
which stood at just 33 per
cent between 2017 and 2022
-- far below the 60-65 per cent

.’"i

as mandatory negative RT-
PCR test reports, a daily cap
on the number of devotees vis-
iting the shrine, besides com-
pliance with mask-wearing
and social-distancing norms
had severely affected the in-
flow of pilgrims during the
pandemic.

However, as the number of
Covid cases declined and the
yatra norms were relaxed, the
number of pilgrims surged the
following year, increasing the
temple's earnings once again.

The trend continued in 2023-
24, the temple committee said.

The income of the temple
comes from the offerings and
donations made by devotees
as well as the priority dar-
shan facilities offered to those
coming by helicopter services
for which an additional fee is
charged by the committee.

misused

The report

also flagged
irregularities in
land transfers,
poor afforestation
efforts, and
expired medicines
in government
hospitals

benchmark set by the Forest
Research Institute.

Additionally, the audit
flagged the distribution of
expired medicines in govern-
ment hospitals. At least three
facilities were found to have
stocks of 34 expired drugs,
some of which had been out-
dated for over two years.

The report also under-
scored the need for new pol-
icies to address the shortage
of super-specialist doctors in
the state. It found that 70 per
cent of specialist posts in hill
regions and 50 per cent in the
plains remained vacant. More-
over, 250 doctors continued to
work despite violating lock-
down regulations.

Uttarakhand Forest Min-
ister Subodh Uniyal has said
that he has ordered an inves-
tigation into the allegations
concerning his department.

Trapped workers suffered time disorientation: Study

On Nov 12, 2023, the
under-construction
tunnel in Uttarakhand's
district of Uttarkashi
collapsed trapping over
40 workers for 17 days
before rescue efforts
were successful

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 24: A study
that examined the mental
health of the workers who got
trapped in Uttarakhand's Silk-
yara tunnel that collapsed in
2023 revealed that about a third
of them suffered from time dis-
orientation, thereby resulting
in sleep issues.

On November 12, 2023, the
under-construction tunnel in

Uttarakhand's district of Ut-
tarkashi collapsed. Over 40
workers had been trapped for
17 days before rescue efforts
were successful.

Experts from the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), Rishikesh, explained
that partly due to a disruption
of light-dark cycles, victims of
a tunnel collapse experience
mental health and sleep prob-
lems which are different to
those reported in other disas-
ters.

Eight people have been
trapped after a section of a
tunnel, part of the Srisailam
Left Bank Canal (SLBC) proj-
ect in Telangana's Nagarkur-
nool district, collapsed on Sat-
urday. A team of rat mining
experts, who had rescued the
construction workers trapped
in the Silkyara Bend-Barkot
tunnel in Uttarakhand in 2023,
has joined the rescue teams to
extricate the men.

The findings of the study
on the mental health of the
workers who were trapped in
the Silkyara tunnel, published
in the journal Sleep Medicine
in January, reveal "a need for
triaging (among victims) while
providing mental health and
sleep-related interventions in
such circumstances."

The researchers interviewed

.\

33 Uttarkashi tunnel workers
about their daily regime, con-
cerns, sleep routines, circadi-
an rhythm and orientation to
time during the time they were
trapped. The participants also
responded to questionnaires
assessing their anxiety, depres-
sion and sleep.

The workers reported "a mix
of hope and worry in the initial

days", the experts said.

The experts found that one-
third of the trapped Silkyara
tunnel workers were dis-
oriented about the

the healthy are affected not by
a loss of personal property or
displacement, but due to uncer-
tainties stemming from
an extended rescue

passage of time The operation.
which was "In this pa-
related to ex')erts '.fOI.IIId per, we are
difficulty that one-third of the highlight-
;fsllez;}hng trapped Silkyara tunnel ¢ tiotnh_e
andmore | Workers were disoriented al and
Ibgapﬂllng& about the passage of flieg-rﬁ‘-
urther, q - ated con-
the de- time which was related sequences
pressed to difficulty in falling of a disas-
eore asleep and more o where
in the onset, nappings persons find
maintenance themselves
and termination trapped in a tunnel
of sleep and reported a with dwindling hope for

reduced total sleep time.

The researchers said emo-
tions and sleep-related prob-
lems have never been looked
at in a disaster situation such
as a tunnel collapse in which

their safety across the days,"
the authors of the study said.

They added that a light-dark
cycle needs to be established
among the workers to address
time disorientation.
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These five
years you
(YSRCP) will

not get Opposi-

tion status. Be

prepared mental- :
ly for that. With 7
11 seats, you will not be given
the status of Opposition

PAWAN KALYAN I AP DY CM

The arrival
of the Prime |
Minister in

Harsil-Mukhba
area will give
wings to winter
tourismin
Uttarakhand. Harsil-Mukhba
area as well as the whole of
Uttarakhand is fully prepared
to welcome the Prime Minister

PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMI | U'KHAND CM

What was
‘ the condi-
tion when

we took over in

vigy
2005? Because
of bad law and

vﬂ
order, people felt

scared of stepping out late in
the day

NITISH KUMAR I BIHAR CM

SHORT TAKES

@ Complaint filed
against Sam Pitroda

Bangalore: A complaint has
been lodged against Congress
leader Sam Pitroda, a close
associate of Rahul Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi, with the
Karnataka Lokayukta and
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in Bangalore a land
scam of 150 crore. The
complaint was lodged

by senior BJP leader and
activist NR Ramesh Monday
along with supporting
documents. Ramesh alleged,
“Sam Pitroda, who shares

a close association with
Rahul Gandhi and Sonia
Gandhi, is implicated in a
massive illegal land scam
involving Karnataka’s Forest
Department property worth
over %150 crore.”

P7

@ 7 killed in Bihar
road accident

Patna: At least seven people
were killed when a tempo in
which they were travelling
collided head-on with a truck
in Bihar’s Patna district,
police said Monday. The
accident occurred near Noora
bridge in the Masaurhi area
Sunday night, they said. Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
expressed grief over the
death of seven people in the
road accident. A statement
issued by the Chief Minister’s
Office said, “The CM has
expressed his deep sorrow
over the death of seven
people in the road accident

in Masaurhi. My heartfelt
condolences

to their families.”

2 19 pilgrims injured
as bus overturns

Kaushambi (UP): Nineteen
people were injured when

a bus carrying devotees
returning from the Maha
Kumbh overturned in Uttar
Pradesh's Kaushambi
district Monday. Station
house officer (SHO) of
Kada Dham police station,
Dhirendra Singh, said the
pilgrims from Sagar and
Damoh districts in Madhya
Pradesh had come to take

a dip at the Triveni Sangam
in Prayagraj. The devotees
were en route to Chitrakoot
after visiting Ayodhya when
their bus overturned near
the Lehadri Khateeb village
under the Kada Dham police
station limits after its driver
reportedly dozed off and
lost control, the SHO said.

I PM targets Lalu

Bhagalpur: In a blistering
attack on RJD president

Lalu Prasad, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Monday said
“those who had brought
jungle raj” in Bihar, were now
making “vulgar” remarks
about the ongoing Maha
Kumbh at Prayagraj.

Artisans give finishing touches to an idol of Lord Shiv ahead of ‘Maha Shivratri’ festlval, in Chikkamagaluru district, Karnataka

“ At the dawn of In-
dependence, Assam
had a higher GDP than the
national average but several

historical events since then
had pushed back the state's

development. This is the time
for a big turnaround and to
start a fresh journey... | think
we are on the right track
HIMANTA BISWA SARMA I ASSAM CM
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STALIN LAUNCHES 1,000

PHARMACIES ACROSS TN

As many as 1,000 ‘Mudhalvar Marundhagangal’ phar-
macies providing medicines at subsidised prices to the
people across Tamil Nadu was inaugurated Monday

by Chief Minister M K Stalin. The initiative not only of-
fered expensive medicines at affordable prices to the
members of the public but also ensured employment
opportunities for 1,500 B.Pharm and D.Pharm degree\
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ONOE won't hurt federal
structure: Law ministry

Responding to a set of
queries posed by the
members of the joint
panel, the legislative

department in the Union
law ministry is learnt

to have asserted that
simultaneous elections to
the Lok Sabha and state
legislative assemblies
were held in the past
before the cycle was
broken due to various
reasons, including
imposition of President’s
rule in some states

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 24: Holding
simultaneous polls to the Lok
Sabha and state assemblies is
not undemocratic and does not
hurt the federal structure, the
Union law ministry is learnt to
have told the joint committee of
Parliament examining the bills
on ‘one nation, one election’.
Responding to a set of queries
posed by the members of the
joint panel, the legislative de-
partment in the Union law min-
istry is learnt to have asserted
that simultaneous elections to
the Lok Sabha and state legis-
lative assemblies were held in
the past before the cycle was
broken due to various reasons,
including imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule in some states.
Sources said while the minis-
try answered some of the ques-
tions, some others were sent to
the Election Commission for a
calibrated response.

ONE NATION
ONE ELECTION

The joint committee is hold-
ing its next meeting Tuesday.
Following the adoption of the
Constitution, elections to the
Lok Sabha and all state assem-
blies were conducted simulta-
neously from 1951 to 1967, it
noted.

The first general elections to
the Lok Sabha and state assem-
blies were held together in 1951-
52, a practice that continued
for three subsequent general
elections in 1957, 1962, and 1967.

However, this cycle of syn-
chronised elections was dis-
rupted in 1968 and 1969 due to
the premature dissolution of
some state legislative assem-
blies. The fourth Lok Sabha
was also dissolved premature-
ly in 1970, with fresh elections
held in 1971. Unlike the first,
second, and third Lok Sabha,
which completed their full
five-year terms, the fifth Lok
Sabha's term was extended
until 1977 under Article 352
because of the declaration of
Emergency.

Since then, only a few Lok
Sabha terms have lasted the full
five years, such as the eighth,
10th, 14th and 15th. Others,
including the sixth, seventh,
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ninth, 11th, 12th and 13th were
dissolved early, a government
explainer on ‘one nation, one
election’ had earlier said.

State assemblies have faced
similar disruptions over the
years. Premature dissolutions
and term extensions have be-
come a “recurring challenge”,
the government had said.

“These developments have
firmly disrupted the cycle of
simultaneous elections, lead-
ing to the current pattern of
staggered electoral sched-
ules across the country,” it
observed. Citing a report of
the high-level committee on
‘one nation, one election’, the
explainer said simultaneous
polls promote consistency in
governance.

“Due to the ongoing cycle of
elections in various parts of the
country, political parties, their
leaders, legislators, and both
state and central governments
often focus their efforts on pre-
paring for upcoming elections
rather than prioritising gover-
nance,” it said, citing the 'ratio-
nale' for holding simultaneous
polls as recommended by the
panel headed by former presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind.

PTI PHOTO

PM Modi invites 10 public
figures to spread awareness

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 24: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Mon-
day nominated 10 persons from
different walks of life, includ-
ing Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, busi-
nessman Anand Mahindra and
actor Mohanlal, to help fight
obesity, a day after he exhorted
people to take measures to curb
the health menace.

“I would like to nominate
the following people to help
strengthen the fight against
obesity and spread awareness
on reducing edible oil consump-
tion in food,” Modi posted on X.

Bhojpuri singer-actor Nira-
hua, Olympians shooter Manu
Bhaker and weightlifter Mira-
bai Chanu, Infosys co-founder
Nandan Nilekani, actor R Mad-
havan, singer Shreya Ghoshal
and philanthropist and Rajya
Sabha MP Sudha Murty were
the other personalities nomi-
nated by the Prime Minister.

Making a strong pitch for

BSF mobilises more troops
towards Paklstan bor er

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 24: The BSF
has ordered mobilisation of
additional manpower at posts
along the India-Pakistan bor-
der in Punjab and Jammu
as part of its measures to
strengthen the anti-infiltra-
tion grid and check the in-
trusion of drones carrying
ammunition or drugs, official
sources said Monday.

The sources told PTI that the
Western Command of the Bor-
der Security Force headquar-
tered in Chandigarh has also
directed for setting up of nine
"tactical" headquarters along
the front in these two regions
with the maximum intelligence
and operations paraphernalia
being "shifted" here under the
monitoring of a newly created
control room.

A tactical or 'tac headquar-
ter' is a forward base which is
closer to the border, just near
the border post, and ahead of
the battalion base in the rear.
The 'tac headquarter', as per the
sources, will also have the pres-
ence of one senior commander
from all verticals including
the commanding officer (CO)

of the battalion whose unit is
deployed at these vulnerable
border posts, the sources said.

Directions have also been
issued to mobilise "maximum"
manpower of the force to border
guarding units all across these
two regions after shifting them
from the battalion headquar-
ters, they said.

Sources in the security es-
tablishment said the measure
had been taken late last week
keeping in mind the "vulnera-
bility and the constant threat"
to these border areas from the
point of view of cross-bor-
der infiltration and drone
flights emanating from Paki-
stan. However, officials said
that asking the commanding
officers to be present at their
respective tac headquarters
"all the time" will lead to
command and administration
issues.

fighting obesity, Modi in his
monthly 'Mann Ki Baat' broad-
cast Sunday urged people to use
less oil in food and also pass on
the challenge of reducing oil in-
take by 10 per cent to 10 others.
Omar Abdullah said he was hap-
py to join the campaign against
obesity launched by Prime
Minister Modi. "Obesity caus-
es a number of lifestyle-related
health issues such as heart dis-
ease, Type 2 diabetes, strokes and
breathing problems, not to men-
tion mental health conditions
like anxiety and depression.
Today I'm nominating these 10
people to join the PM's campaign
against obesity and requesting
them to nominate a further 10
people each to take this fight
forward," Abdullah wrote on X.

Punjab LoP ‘in touch’
with 32 AAP MLAs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Feb 24: Punjab
Congress leader Partap Singh
Bajwa Monday claimed that 32
AAP MLAs were in touch with
him to switch sides.

Hitting back, the ruling
AAP’s state unit president
Aman Arora claimed that it
was Bajwa who has made an
“advance booking” to join the
BJP.

Speaking to reporters outside
the Punjab Assembly, Bajwa al-
so claimed that Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann was in touch
with the BJP.

“When (Arvind) Kejriw-
al decides to remove him, he
(Mann) will pack his bags and
join them (BJP),” he claimed.

The leader of the opposi-
tion in the state assembly
asserted that in his 45 years
of political experience, he
has never made any wrong
statement.

“We had earlier said the
Congress does not have any
intention to topple this (AAP)
government,” he said.

“I am saying this again 32
MLAs are in touch with me.
Not only MLAs, but even min-
isters are in touch with me.
Aman Arora is also aware of
this matter,” claimed Bajwa.

Vijender Gupta elected Delhi Assembly speaker

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 24: Three-time
MLA Vijender Gupta was elect-
ed speaker of the eighth Delhi
Assembly during the first ses-
sion of the newly-constituted
House Monday.

Gupta’s ascension to the
speaker’s chair marks a full
circle-moment for the BJP vet-
eran, who had been marshalled
or dragged out of the Assembly
multiple times during AAP’s 10
years in office. Thanking the
members for choosing him as

speaker, Gupta said, "I express
my heartfelt gratitude to all the
honourable members of this
great House for electing me to
this position and entrusting
me with the serious responsi-
bility of running this House.
This House is historic and this
position is a symbol of demo-

cratic values ??and parliamen-
tary traditions. The first elected
speaker in the parliamentary
history of India, Vithalbhai Pa-
tel, had adorned this seat exactly
100 years ago." He added, "It is our
good fortune that today we are sit-
ting in a House that was graced
by our freedom fighters, includ-
ing personalities such as Gopal
Krishna Gokhale, Vithalbhai
Patel, Madan Mohan Malviya,
Sundar Singh Majithia, Motilal
Nehru, Lala Lajpat Rai, and the
Father of the Nation, Mahatma
Gandhi, who came here twice."

Segregating waste at source important for environment: SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 24: The Su-
preme Court Monday said seg-
regation of waste at source was
of “vital importance” for the en-
vironment and asked the NCR
states for the compliances made
in adherence to the Solid Waste
Management Rules, 2016.

A bench of Justices Abhay S
Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan said the
non-compliance in adhering to
the 2016 Rules had affected all
cities in the country. “In one of
the orders, we have observed
that all smart city projects are in
progress. How the cities can be-
come smart without compliance
with the Solid Waste Manage-
ment Rules?” the bench asked.

The National Capital Region
(NCR) comprises Delhi and
certain districts of Haryana,

Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan.
If there was no proper segre-
gation of waste, the court said,
even waste-to-energy projects
would create more pollution.

Senior advocate Aparajita
Singh, the amicus curiae in
the pollution matter, referred to
solid waste management in the
NCR while flagging the low per-
centage of segregation of waste.
She said sending unsegregated
waste to waste-to-energy plants
caused more pollution.

“As rightly submitted by
the amicus curiae, the segre-
gation of waste at source is of
vital importance for the envi-
ronment. If their is no proper
segregation, even waste-to-en-
ergy projects will create more
pollution,” the bench said.

The NCR states were ordered
to file affidavits dealing with

%
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the compliances of all the ur-
ban local bodies with the pro-
visions of the 2016 Rules so far.
They have been asked to file the
affidavits by end of March fol-
lowing which the matter would
be taken up.

The bench has also asked
the states to set out a compre-
hensive plan for waste man-
agement along with timelines
and implementing agencies and
said, “Needless to add that the
affidavits will state compliance

he National Capital Region

(NCR) comprises Delhi and
certain districts of Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan

f there was no proper segregation

of waste, the court said, even
waste-to-energy projects would
create more pollution

in relation to all urban local
bodies within the NCR.” The
authorities were asked to set
out the “best practices” they
proposed to follow for solid
waste management.

The bench in the meantime
directed the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board to sub-
mit a report on the impact
of waste-to-energy projects
on the environment. While
dealing with the issue of solid
waste management in the na-

tional capital previously, the
court said if there was no real
solution to tackle the issue of
untreated solid waste generat-
ed per day, it would consider
passing drastic orders to stop
certain construction activities.

It had flagged the failure
of the Delhi government and
the municipal corporation to
comply with the 2016 Rules.
“We are facing a huge problem
which arises due to the fact
that approximately 3,000 tonne
of solid waste generated every
day in Delhi remains untreated.
With the passage of time, this
figure is bound to increase,” it
said January 27.

The aspect of solid waste
management in Delhi-NCR
came about when the apex
court was hearing the issue of
pollution in the NCR.
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We need
Al-driven
war doctrine,
indigenous Al chips
for defence and
fire belts for cyber
security

RAJNATH SINGH | DEFENCE MINISTER
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BJP Vs AAP: War
of words intensify

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Change is
beneficial
for everyone

only if it comes
with a consensus.
Such changes are
called 'reforms'
and amendments are made for re-
forms, not to show off one's power

AKHILESH YADAV | SP CHIEF

Violence
‘ brings
nothing. Due

to the decades of
terrorism in Jam-

mu and Kashmir, .
36,000 people lost
their lives

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER

#MosqgesAreMercyYogi govt

stopped muslims

w to enter in
9 Mahakunbh. But
4 Muslims opened
v their mosques,
m dargabhs, their
. “S8 - houses for the
pilgrims who were stampede there
and served them with food, water,

medicine and shelter.
Come visit our mosques.

@kparveen2005

SHORT TAKES

1 PC George in
police custody

Kottayam (Kerala): BJP leader
PC George, who surrendered
before a court in Erattupetta
Monday in connection with

a hate speech case, has

been remanded to police
custody until 6 pm today.
George appeared before the
Erattupetta Munsif Magistrate
Court at around 11.05 am.

The case was taken up for
consideration at 12.30 pm,
followed by arguments from
both sides. After hearing

the submissions, the court
adjourned the case for further
consideration at 2 pm. George's
lawyer argued that he did not
incite religious hatred or hurt
religious sentiments, asserting
that there was no need for
custodial interrogation or
evidence collection.

¥ Three minors
gangraped; 18 held

Khunti (Jharkhand): The
Jharkhand Police has arrested
18 minors for allegedly raping
three girls in Khunti district,
police said Monday. The
accused, aged 12-17 years,
have been sent to a juvenile
home, and the girls will
undergo a medical examination
Monday, they said. Khunti SP
Aman Kumar said the incident
took place late Friday when
five girls were returning home
after attending a wedding
ceremony in Rania area. Out of
the five girls, three of them -
aged 12-16 years - were raped
by the boys, as per a police
complaint filed by the family
members.

I Man kills five

Thiruvananthapuram: In a
shocking incident, a 23-year-old
man in Kerala Monday allegedly
killed five people, including

his 13-year-old brother, his
grandmother in her 80s, and

a young woman said to be his
lover. The mass murder took
place across three houses in
the Venjaramoodu area near
the state capital, police said.
The incident came to light
when the man, identified

as Afan, appeared at the
Venjaramoodu police station

in Thiruvananthapuram in the
evening, confessing that he had
killed six people, including his

brother and grandmother. —

New Delhi, Feb 24: The Aam
Aadmi Party Monday alleged
that B R Ambedkar and Bhagat
Singh's portraits were removed
from Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta’s office, a charge denied
by the ruling BJP as a “rumour”.

The BJP accused the oppo-
sition party of trying to divert
people’s attention from the
CAG reports that will be tabled
in the Assembly to expose “cor-
ruption” by AAP when it was
in power.

The Delhi BJP shared photos
of the chief minister's office on
social media and said, "The
portraits of Mahatma Gandhi,
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambed-
kar, Bhagat Singh the Presi-
dent and the prime minister
are displayed in the offices of
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
and other ministers."

On the eve of Republic Day in
2022, then chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal directed officials that
only the portraits of Babasaheb
Ambedkar and Bhagat Singh
will be displayed in government
offices, including the CM's of-
fice. Photos of no other political
leader will be displayed in Delhi
government offices, he had said.

Delhi BJP president Virendra

The ICMR study found that
India ranked third highest
in cancer incidence, after
China and the US, and
accounted for over 10 per
cent of the world's
cancer-related deaths,
ranking second after China

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 24: Three in
every five people in India suc-
cumb to cancer following di-
agnosis with women bearing
a "disproportionate burden"
compared to men, an analysis
of global cancer data has esti-
mated. The incidence to mortal-

Atishi are spreading a "rumour’
over Bhimrao Ambedkar and
Bhagat Singh's photo which ex-
emplifies their "petty politics".

Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly and former Delhi
Chief Minister Atishiraised the
issue in the first session of the
newly constituted eighth Delhi
Assembly earlier in the day.

"It is unfortunate the Del-
hi Assembly is being led by a
party that is anti-Dalit and an-
ti-Sikh. The BJP has removed
photographs of Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar and Sha-
heed Bhagat Singh from the
chief minister's office, show-
ing its anti-Dalit stance," she
alleged in the Assembly.

In a press conference, Atishi
showed a photo of the CM Office
captured on an iPad, and said,
"This is today's photo when our
MLAs went to meet the CM. The
photos have been removed,
which proves that the BJP is an
anti-Dalit and anti-Sikh party."

She alleged the BJP has "dis-
respected" Babasaheb and the
Sikh community, by removing
the portraits. The AAP strong-
ly opposes this and will protest
against it in the streets as well
as in the Assembly, she added.
AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal
said the move has hurt millions
of Ambedkar followers.

ity ratio in the US was found
to be about one in four, while
in China it was one in two, ac-
cording to the results published
in 'The Lancet Regional Health
Southeast Asia' journal.

The Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR) study
found that India ranked third
highest in cancer incidence,
after China and the US, and
accounted for over 10 per cent
of the world's cancer-related
deaths, ranking second after
China. Researchers also pro-
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have been attacked both
ways - politically and

respond to these attacks
by forming a Congress

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE I
CONGRESS PRESIDENT

“ Recently, Congress
leaders in Assam
physically! The public will

government after one year

MAMATA HIKES SALARY
OF GOVT DOCTORS

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee Monday announced a salary hike for
government doctors in the range of ¥10,000
to ¥15,000. Banerjee, who is also the health
minister of the state, announced a fund of 32
crore for each medical college in the state for
their cultural and sporting activities
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Youngsters play football at Poonthura Beach during sunset, in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

ED raids in 600 crore crypto conversion case

New Delhi: The Enforcement Directorate Monday said it has frozen bank deposits worth more than 32

crore after conducting multi-state searches against an Indian national accused of illegal conversion of
cryptocurrency worth around 2600 crore through various Indian crypto exchanges. The searches were
undertaken on February 20 at Delhi, Jaipur in Rajasthan and Mumbai in Maharashtra under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act (FEMA). The case pertains to the "conversion" of cryptocurrency worth

around %600 crore at various Indian crypto exchanges and the subsequent transfer of the funds to the
beneficiaries, the federal agency said in a statement. "ED investigation was initiated on the basis of a
newspaper report that an Indian national named Chirag Tomar was undergoing prison sentence in the USA
for stealing more than USD 20 million from hundreds of victims through the use of fake or spoofed websites
mimicking the cryptocurrency exchange website Coinbase," it said.

SNIPPETS

CBI submits status report in RG Kar case at Sealdah court

Kolkata: The CBI Monday submitted a status report before a city court on its probe into the rape-murder

case at R G Kar Medical College and Hospital, in which one person has been convicted and sentenced to life
imprisonment till death. The CBI stated in the report that it will soon submit before the court a supplementary
chargesheet in the rape and murder case of an on-duty medic August 9 last year, a lawyer attached to the
matter said. The central agency also opposed before the additional chief judicial magistrate, Sealdah court,

a prayer by former officer in-charge of Tala police station, Abhijit Mondal, for the return of sim card of his
mobile phone. No order was passed on the prayer Monday by the judge.

diagnosjs’ MAHA CYBER QUIZZES
ALLAHBADIA, CHANCHLANI

jected that in the coming two
decades, India will face a for-
midable challenge in manag-
ing deaths related to cancer in-
cidence, with a yearly increase
of two per cent in cases as the
population ages.

The team examined trends
in 36 types of cancer across age
groups and genders in India
over the past 20 years, using
the Global Cancer Observatory
(GLOBOCAN) 2022 and Glob-
al Health Observatory (GHO)
databases. However, women
in India were found to bear a
"disproportionate burden", as
breast cancer continues to be
the most prevalent cancer, con-
tributing to 13.8 per cent of new
cases from both genders, and
cervical cancer the third most
(9.2 per cent).

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 24: Maharashtra
Cyber officials questioned You-
Tubers Ranveer Allahbadia and
Ashish Chanchlani for around
five hours Monday in connec-
tion with India's Got Latent
show controversy after they
appeared before the agency
to record their statements,
officials said.

The duo appeared separate-
ly at the cyber headquarters
in Navi Mumbai after skip-
ping previous summons is-
sued by the agency.

The Maharashtra Cyber and
the Mumbai Police are inves-
tigating Allahbadia's contro-
versial remarks on Samay

Raina's YouTube show, which
sparked an obscenity case.
The show, India's Got Latent,
became the focus after Allah-
badia made crude comments
about parents and sex, leading
to widespread backlash.

Allahbadia and Chanchlani
appeared at the cyber head-
quarters around 11.30 am fol-
lowing which their statements
were recorded, an official said
without elaborating.

Allahbadia, who wore a
black face mask to avoid me-
dia attention, was seen leav-
ing the headquarters around
5 pm. He boarded a private
cab and left, while Chanch-
lani departed an hour later
in his car.

PTI PHOTO

Parliament panel
examining I-T Bill
holds first meeting

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 24: The
Finance Ministry Monday
briefed the members of a Select
Committee of Lok Sabha on
various aspects of the Income
Tax Bill as the panel headed by
BJP MP Baijayant ‘Jay’ Panda
held its first meeting.

Sources said the finance sec-
retary told the parliamentari-
ans that the Bill will simplify
the existing Act, enacted over
six decades back, and make it
more user-friendly.

Lok Sabha sent the Bill to the
committee on the request of Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman after she introduced it
in the House in the first half of
Parliament's Budget Session.

Sitharaman had said the
new I-T Bill will carry forward
the spirit of "Nyaya" (justice)
based on the concept of "trust
first, scrutinise later". The Bill
seeks to replace terminologies
such as “assessment year” and
“previous year” with the eas-
ier-to-understand “tax year”
as part of a move to simplify
language while removing pro-
visos and explanations.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla had constituted the
31-member Select Committee
February 14.

Besides Panda, other BJP
members who are on the pan-
el include Nishikant Dubey,
P P Chaudhary, Bhartruhari
Mahtab and Anil Baluni.

Opposition MPs include
Deepender Singh Hooda of the
Congress, Mahua Moitra of the
TMC, Supriya Sule of the NCP
(SP) and N K Premachandran
of the RSP.

-

DECISIONS DETERMINE DESTINY

wo personalities at two dis-

tinct ends of the Indian so-

cio-political spectrum, one

is facing a debilitating fusil-
lade of brickbats, anothera deluging
bonanza of bouquets. In facts and
foibles, though, there may be little to
choose in the metaphors used by the
worthies.

Ranveer Allahbadia, the young pod-
caster and U-tuber with a legendary
27 million following is being roasted
by an ‘indignant’ nation for his com-
ments on Samay Raina’s You Tube
show, ‘India’s Got Latent’. Rekha
Gupta, BJP’s surprise choice as Chief
Minister of Delhi, is all blooms and
bouquets as her party comes to power
after 27 years in the wilderness even
as minions furiously worked at de-
facing her old tweets which not only
bordered on slander but went way
beyond.

Ranveer’s brand of dark humour
posed a question to a contestant about
incest involving parent

and progeny with an either- or
option. It lit the fuse under netizens
who went for his jugular. His impec-
cable academic credentials and pro-
fuse apologies were of no avail. Not
even the fact that he was presented
the ‘Disruptor of the Year’ award by

Grime Minister Narendra Modi at the

National Creators Award last year.

All manner of ladies and gentlemen
of repute moved in with their opin-
ions. Even Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis said that
society has some rules and if anybody
violates it action must be taken. The
police soon got written complaints as
did the national as well as the Maha-
rashtra State Women’s Commission.
He faces multiple FIRs in BJP ruled
Maharashtra, Assam and Rajasthan.
Consequently he has approached
the Supreme Court seeking consoli-
dation of these FIRs and an interim
order granting him protection from
arrest. The court granted him pro-
tection from arrest, stayed the FIRs,
allowed the investigation to continue,
imposed conditionalities and gave a
tongue lashing for remarks which
were offensive to societal norms.

The long line of eager-beaver film
stars and political personages includ-
ing union ministers ever willing to
appear on Ranveer’s podcast has dis-
appeared in double quick time leav-
ing ‘BeerBiceps’, as his moniker went,
crestfallen and defeated.

However no sooner did Gupta take
the oath of office, that her past posts on
social media targeting the then Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, some
of them in inappropriate language, be-

RK MISRA

gan surfacing. One such post which
insinuates even against his mother
is dated October 5, 2016 and has ap-
parently been deleted now though
its veracity was never denied in the
period thereafter. Another tweet, also
deleted, but still making the rounds,
uses abhorable language against a
constitutional entity and again targets
maternity. “Delhi is not your father’s
property. It belongs to the people, and
the people will send you back to your
mother’s womb”. These words are fol-
lowed by an expletive.

While one holds no brief for either,
in terms of their use of language, what
is particularly galling is the differing
reaction. Ranveer has been strung
out to dry by all and sundry while
no such reaction is forthcoming in
the case of the political entity who
crossed the limits of public decen-
cy when attacking a political rival
holding a constitutional post and

now occupies the same post, opening
ones self to similar vulnerabilities in
reciprocal conduct. Few murmurs to
mark symbolic attendance apart, a
deafening silence reigns supreme,
both in the media and the party in
power.

Fuelling popular imagination to
meet political ends has over the years
witnessed a transformation from an
art-form to an integrated science. In
fact the Allahbadia episode seems to
have come in handy for ballooning
through FIRs in selected states to
shackle content on digital platforms.
The ruling establishment has been
flummoxed by their inability to effec-
tively curb the digital media includ-
ing the news media which has become
a painful boil and remains irrespon-
sive to 'medical' ministrations. Its
spiraling viewership is only adding
to official discomfort.

Interestingly, the existing laws did
not come in the way of the union rail-
way ministry from directing X (for-
merly Twitter) to remove 285 social
media links of the february 15 stam-
pede at the New Delhi railway station.
The notice issued February 17 sought
compliance in 36 hours trotting the
plea that sharing such videos could
lead to public unrest and disrupt rail-
way operations. The directive covered

major news organisations as well.

In fact, a bench of the Delhi High
Court which is hearing a public in-
terest litigation in the matter had ex-
pressed concern at the lack of crowd
management and the sale of tickets
in excess of the train capacity. It has
sought an affidavit from the Railway
Board after proper examination of
issues involved.

Earlier February 15, the 100 year
old Tamil Vikatan groups online mag-
azine Vikatan.com went blank. It was
ordered blocked by the Union Minis-
try of Information and Broadcasting
through a referral by the Department
of Telecommunications (DOT). The
website was blocked following the
publication of a cartoon showing
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, sit-
ting shackled in chains, next to US
President Donald Trump. The maga-
zine’s point of view was that it was to
articulate deported immigrants being
flown to India in chains. The upshot of
the blocking has been that the sort of
publicity the magazine has got glob-
ally would not have been possible for
any price. Genius at work but the of-
ficial intent is a dead giveaway-total
control. All the same, be careful what
you plant and careful what you say.
You will surely have to eat what you
planted one day!
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Nnternational

Securing a —
trade deal \
with what & &= ‘i‘

is soon-to-be the =
third biggest econ- \'Zg
omy in the world is
ano-brainer,anda -
top priority for me and

this government

JONATHAN REYNOLDS I BUSINESS AND
TRADE SECRETARY, UK

‘ Human rights 3
are being - '
suffocated by ;7/

autocrats, crushing "
opposition because [\
they fear what the F
truly empowered «F
people would do and by voices

of division and anger who view
human rights not as a boon to
humanity, but as a barrier to the
power, profit and control they seek

ANTONIO GUTERRES | SECRETARY-GENERAL, UN

The Chinese
‘ military task

group were
in Australia's ex-
clusive economic , -
zone, the area be- ) -
yond its territorial -
waters where a nation has exclu-
sive economic rights. That was not
unprecedented, but unusual
RICHARD MARLES | DEFENSE MINISTER,
AUSTRALIA

SHORT TAKES

[ One killed, several
hurt in B’'desh clash

Dhaka: A man was killed
and several others injured in
a clash Monday between a
group of local people and air
force personnel at an airbase
in Bangladesh's Cox's Bazar,
officials said. The Inter Service
Public Relations (ISPR) - the
media wing of the military
- in a statement said the
"miscreants" attacked the
Bangladesh Air Force Base
near Cox's Bazar's Samitipara.
"Bangladesh Air Force is
taking necessary actions

- in this regard," it said. The
ISPR said that "some local
miscreants" of the Samitipara
area adjacent to the beach
resort town "launched a
sudden attack" on the airbase
after a biker was stopped at a
checkpoint as he was crossing
the base area without any
papers for the vehicle. It said
the biker was taken inside the
base for interrogation when
over 200 people marched
towards the base. The security
personnel tried to stop them,
sparking a clash that left four
Air Force personnel injured.

[ Congo rebel uprising
killed 7K this year

Kinshasa: More than 7,000
people have died this year as
Rwanda-backed M23 rebels
have captured unprecedented
amounts of territory in
mineral-rich eastern Congo,
Congo's prime minister said
Monday. Judith Suminwa
Tuluka told the UN Human
Rights Council that the
security and humanitarian
situation in the region “has
reached alarming levels.” The
conflict has accelerated in
recent weeks, with the rebels
taking the key city of Goma in
January and Bukavu, another
provincial capital, a few weeks
later. M23 is the most potent
of about 100 armed groups
vying for a foothold in Congo's
east, which contains trillions
of dollars of mostly untapped
mineral wealth crucial to the
world's technology.

I Explosion rocks
Russian Consulate

Paris: An incendiary device
exploded outside the Russian
Consulate in Marseille early
Monday, authorities said, on the
third anniversary of Russia's
invasion of Ukraine. No injuries
were reported. A second

device that was thrown but

did not explode, and a bomb
disposal expert was called to
the scene. The suspect fled

and an investigation has been
launched, an official said on
condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to

be publicly named by national
police policy.
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THREE YEARS

OF INVASION

bb China-Russia
relations have

strong internal
driving force and
unique strategic
value, and are not
aimed at, nor are they
influenced by, any

third party

X1 JINPING I PRESIDENT, CHINA

JAPAN EMPEROR'’S 65TH B'DAY

Japan's Emperor Naruhito, marking his 65th

birthday, stressed the importance of telling
the tragedy of World War Il to younger
generations, pledging to contribute to
efforts to promote the understanding of
history and the determination for peace

as the world this year observes the

Ukraine showdown looms

European leaders in Kyiv to mark three years of war, but top US officials stay away

REUTERS

Kyiv, Feb 24: Ukraine host-
ed European leaders Monday
to mark three years of all-out
war with Russia, while top US
officials stayed away in a clear
illustration of President Donald
Trump's lurch towards Moscow
since returning to power.

Still reeling from Trump de-
nouncing President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy as a "dictator" and
accusing him of starting the
war, Kyiv said it was in the
final stages of agreeing a deal
with Washington to provide ac-
cess to its mineral wealth.

"We hope both US and UA
leaders might sign and endorse
it in Washington the soonest to
showcase our commitment for
decades to come," Deputy Prime
Minister Olha Stefanishyna
wrote on X.

The deal is at the heart of
Kyiv's bid to win US support,
but officials have wrangled
over its wording in the shad-
ow of an extraordinary war of
words between Trump and Zel-

GULF OF TONKIN

kraEmarks TN D
three years KY I V
since Russia’s - UNSURE IT CAN This year should be the
full-scale invasion DEPEND ON year of the
MAJOR ALLY beginning of a real,
krainian UNITED STATES lasting peace. Putin will
official says ANY MORE not gift us this peace,
talks onm lead nor will he give it to us
inerals deal Eurlcl)pean ez ers in exchange for any-
in final rafly aroun thing. We have to win
stages President Zelenskyy peace with strength,
: wisdom and unity - with
our cooperation
THOUSANDS HAVE DIED, MILLIONS VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY |

MADE REFUGEES BY WAR

enskyy, who said the US leader
was living in a "disinformation
bubble".

Zelenskyy refused to sign an
earlier draft in which Washing-
ton sought $500 billion in natu-
ral wealth, protesting that Kyiv
had received nowhere near that
much US aid and that the draft
lacked the security guarantees
UKkraine needs.

Beyond the barbs, US offi-
cials opened direct talks with

\ PRESIDENT, UKRAINE

the Russian side in Saudi Ara-
bia last week, shutting out Ky-
iv and Europe in a stunning
change of policy on the war.

Zelenskyy, who has told Eu-
rope to create its own army
while urging Washington to be
pragmatic, welcomed a slew of
European and other leaders to
a summit in Kyiv to commem-
orate the start in 2022 of the
biggest conflict in Europe since
World War Two.

China holds live-fire drills after
Vietnam marks territorial claims

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bangkok, Feb 24: Chinese
authorities said they began
live-fire exercises in the Gulf of
Tonkin Monday, only days after
Vietnam announced a new line
marking what it considers its
territory in the body of water
between the two countries.

China's Maritime Safety Ad-
ministration said the exercises
would be focused on the Beibu
Gulf area, closer to the Chinese
side of the Gulf of Tonkin, and
would run through Thursday
evening.

It gave no further details, but
the drills follow an announce-
ment last week by Vietnam
establishing a baseline used
to calculate the width of its
territorial waters in the Gulf
of Tonkin.

State-run Vietnam News re-
ported that the baseline was
in compliance with the United
Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea and would provide "a
robust legal basis for safeguard-
ing and exercising Vietnam's
sovereignty, sovereign rights
and jurisdiction".

Vietnam has not publicly re-
sponded to the Chinese drills.

China and Vietnam have long
had a maritime agreement gov-
erning the Gulf of Tonkin, but
have been locked in competing
claims in the nearby South China

Daughter seeks govt help to free
British couple detained by Taliban

REUTERS

London, Feb 24: A British
couple in their 70s who ran edu-
cation programmes in Afghani-
stan have been detained by the
Taliban administration, their
daughter said, urging the Brit-
ish government to do everything
possible to secure their release.

Barbie and Peter Reynolds,
75 and 79, were detained by
the Taliban's interior ministry
February 1, their daughter Sar-
ah Entwistle, who lives in cen-
tral England, said. Speaking to
Times Radio Monday, Entwistle
said her parents had initially
kept in touch via text messages
following their detention - as-
suring their four children that
they were fine - before losing all
contact three days later.

"Our parents have always
sought to honour the Taliban,
so we wanted to give them the
opportunity to explain their
reasons for this detention.
However, after more than three
weeks of silence, we can no lon-
ger wait," she said. "We're now

urgently calling on the British
consulate to do everything in
their power to get us answers
and to put as much pressure
as they can on the Taliban for
their release."

Britain's Foreign Office
said Monday it was "support-
ing the family of two British
nationals who are detained in
Afghanistan," without provid-
ing further detail.

The BBC, citing official Tal-
iban sources, reported Sun-
day that two British nationals
believed to be working for a
non-governmental organisation
in the central Afghan province
of Bamiyan had been arrested.

Sea over the Spratly and Paracel
Islands and maritime areas.

China has been been growing
aggressive in pursuing those
claims, and in October assault-
ed 10 Vietnamese fishermen
near the Paracel Islands, three
of whom suffered broken limbs.

China claims almost the en-
tire South China Sea as its own,
though it has not publicly re-
leased exact coordinates of its
claim other than a map with 10
dashed lines broadly demarcat-
ing what it calls its territory.

In addition to Vietnam, Chi-
na's claims overlap with those
of the Philippines, Malaysia,
Brunei and Taiwan, while In-
donesia has also figured in vi-
olent confrontations with the
Chinese coast guard and fishing
fleets in the waters around the
Natuna Islands.

The visitors included Euro-
pean Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen, Europe-
an Council President Antonio
Costa and the leaders of Cana-
da, Denmark, Iceland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Finland, Norway,
Spain and Sweden.

Leaders of Albania, Britain,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Ger-
many, Japan, Moldova, the
Netherlands, Poland, Switzer-
land and Turkey spoke by video
link. There was no sign of US
representation.

"In this fight for survival, it is
not only the destiny of Ukraine
that is at stake. It's Europe's
destiny," von der Leyen wrote
on X.

The European leaders rallied
around Zelenskiy in speeches,
calling for countries on the
continent to step up support for
Kyiv, while some spoke of the
urgent need to increase defence
spending.

"We have to scale up as Eu-
ropeans, we have to speed up
... My guess is that we have a
couple of months to take all
necessary decisions. Otherwise
we'll be too late," Danish Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen
told the summit.

Washington has made clear it
will not send troops as a secu-
rity guarantee coveted by Kyiv
if a peace deal emerges, placing
the burden on European pow-
ers that are likely to struggle
without US backing.

The visitors paid their re-
spects to Ukrainian soldiers
killed in the war, standing
in silence before a memori-
al made up of flags on Kyiv's
central square. Air raid sirens
sounded as they met for talks
later, though no missile strike
followed.

80th anniversary of the war's end

FIRST TIME IN DECADES
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Israel sends tanks
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ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jenin (West Bank), Feb 24:
Israeli tanks moved into the oc-
cupied West Bank Sunday for
the first time in decades in what
Palestinian authorities called
a "dangerous escalation", after
the defence minister said troops
will remain in parts of the terri-
tory for a year and tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians who have
fled cannot return.

Journalists saw several tanks
move along unpaved tracks into
Jenin, long a bastion of armed
struggle against Israel.

Israel is deepening its crack-
down on the Palestinian territo-
ry and has said it is determined
to stamp out militancy amid a
rise in attacks. It launched the
offensive in the northern West
Bank January 21 — two days
after the current ceasefire in
Gaza took hold — and has ex-
panded it to nearby areas.

Palestinians view such raids
as part of an effort to cement Is-
raeli control over the territory,
where 3 million Palestinians
live under military rule. The
deadly raids have caused de-
struction in urban areas.

Israeli Defence Minister Israel

into West Bank

We will not allow the return
of residents, and we will not
allow terrorism to return
and grow

ISRAEL KATZ | DEFENCE MINISTER, ISRAEL

Katz said he and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
ordered the military to "increase
the intensity of the activity to
thwart terrorism" in all refugee
camps in the West Bank.

The camps are home to de-
scendants of Palestinians who
fled during wars with Israel
decades ago. It was not clear
how long Palestinians would
be prevented from returning.
Katz said Israeli troops would
stay "for the coming year". Ne-
tanyahu said they would stay
"as long as needed".

Tanks were last deployed in
the West Bank in 2002, when Is-
rael fought a deadly Palestinian
uprising.

The Palestinian foreign min-
istry called the Israeli moves "a
dangerous escalation of the sit-
uation in the West Bank", and
urged the international com-
munity in a statement to inter-
vene in what it termed Israel's
illegal "aggression".

People pray outside the Agostino Gemelli Polyclinic in Rome, Sunday, where Pope Francis is hospitalized since

February 14

PTI PHOTO

Fissures appear in Trump administration

Some US government workers told to justify their jobs to Musk, others told to ignore him

REUTERS

Washington, Feb 24: US gov-
ernment workers who have
been buffeted by President Don-
ald Trump's chaotic return to
power face more uncertainty
Monday, when many of them
will be required to justify
their jobs to Elon Musk, the
chainsaw-wielding billionaire
tasked with slashing the federal
budget.

Musk's demand for the na-
tion's civil-service workers to
submit a summary of their work
by 11:59 pm Eastern time (0459
GMT) has opened up fissures in
Trump’s administration.

Agencies like the Drug En-
forcement Administration and
the Federal Communications
Commission have told employ-
ees to comply. But many others,
including the departments of
Defense, Homeland Security,
Education and Commerce,
have ordered workers not to
respond.

The Department of Health
and Human Services told its
workers to cooperate, then lat-
er told them to hold off while it
figured out how to "best meet
the intent" of Musk's unusual
directive.

Workers at the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau also
received Musk's email, even
though they have been already

ordered to cease working.

Musk, the world's richest
person, has led a downsizing ef-
fort that has laid off more than
20,000 workers and offered buy-
outs to another 75,000 across
wide swaths of the 2.3-million
strong civil service, from bank
regulators to park rangers.

In some cases, the govern-
ment has scrambled to re-hire

B Musk demands civil-service
workers justify jobs amid
budget cuts

W Agencies divided on
complying with Musk's directive

W Mass layoffs impact US
economy and government
contractors

workers who perform critical
functions like nuclear weapons
oversight and bird flu response.

Trump's administration said
late Sunday it would fire 1,600
workers at the US Agency for
International Development
and put nearly all remaining
personnel on leave. Trump
has already halted almost all of
the agency's funding and opera-
tions, throwing global humani-
tarian relief efforts into chaos.

The mass firings have sud-
denly thrust financial insecuri-
ty on workers who had counted
on their jobs to provide a secure
income.
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India's

ability to

grow from .

a USD 4 trillion =

economy to a ﬂ) .

USD 30 trillion [N/ J3F20

economy is

fundamentally a function

of water (management)...

Our capacity to grow in an

environmentally sustainable

manner and improve citi-

zens' quality of life depends

entirely on how we manage

this critical resource

AMITABH KANT | INDIA G20 SHERPA
Social

security &

remains a >
fundamental
pillar of India's
commitment to
social justice.
The ILO"s World Social
Protection Report 2024-26
highlights India's remarkable
progress, reaching 48.8 per
cent in 2024. We are in the
process of further collecting
the data with the ILO

MANSUKH MANDAVIYA I
UNION LABOUR MINISTER

‘ Our expan-

sion into

Maha- { a_‘
rashtra and

Chhattisgarh, 3

along with the x

introduction of

mortgage loans in Madhya

Pradesh, marks a significant
- milestone in our journey to

become a leading player in

the Indian financial services

market

SHALYA GUPTA, CEO I CREDIFIN LIMITED

SHORT TAKES

¥ NHAI to monetise
24 road assets

New Delhi: State-owned
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) Monday said it
has identified a tentative list
of 24 road assets which will

be monetised in 2025-26. The
total length of the roads assets
to be monetised in the next
financial year is 1,472 km with
cumulative annual revenue
from these assets pegged at
31,863 crore in 2023-24. "All
stakeholders may give their
feedbacks on these assets

and or may suggest additional
assets, for revising the list to
make it more inclusive. These
assets are preferably to be
monetised through TOT mode
unless not revised at later
stage for any other mode of
monetization," NHAI said in an
office order dated February 24,
2025. According to the order,
out of the 24 projects, five road
projects are in Maharashtra,
four in Jharkhand, three in Uttar
Pradesh, two each in West
Bengal, Bihar and Telangana
and one each in Chhattisgarh,
Haryana, Gujarat, Karnataka,
Kerala and Odisha.

M India Inc to clock
7-8% revenue growth

New Delhi: Domestic rating
agency ICRA Monday said
Indian companies are

likely to clock 7-8 per cent
revenue growth during the
March quarter of the current
fiscal year, led by revival in
rural demand and uptick in
government spending. ICRA
expects the private capital
expenditure (capex) cycle

to remain measured in view

of the uncertainties around
geopolitical developments and
relatively subdued outlook

on merchandise exports from
India. Nonetheless, certain
sunrise sectors such as
electronics, semiconductors
and niche segments within the
automotive space like electric
vehicles (EVs) will continue to
see a scale-up in investments,
in line with various production-
linked incentive programmes
announced by the Government
of India, it said. In a statement,
ICRA said the recovery in the
operating profit margins (OPM)
for India Inc witnessed over
the past quarter is likely to

be sustained at 18.2-18.4 per
cent, supported by an increase
in demand, led by improved
consumer sentiments.

Equity investors
become poorer by
34.22 lakh crore as
market benchmark
indices tank over 1%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 24: Falling for
the fifth straight session Mon-
day, equity benchmark BSE
Sensex plunged over 850 points
to drop below the crucial 75,000
level, tracking a weak global
market trend and unabated
foreign fund outflows amid es-
calating trade tensions.

Besides, deep losses in IT,
telecom and metal stocks add-
ed to the gloom, analysts said.

The 30-share BSE benchmark
tanked 856.65 points or 1.14
per cent to settle at 74,454.41.
During the day, it plummeted
923.62 points or 1.22 per cent to
74,387.44.

The NSE Nifty dropped
242.55 points or 1.06 per cent to
22,553.35.

As many as 2,810 stocks de-
clined, while 1,207 advanced
and 183 remained unchanged
on the BSE.

“The market is more con-
cerned about the US' likely
move to reciprocate higher tar-
iff levies on exporting nations,
which could impact develop-
ing countries, including India.
Also, FIIs showing no signs of

“ Our farmers have
now become en-

ergy producers. The total
ethanol blending earlier
was 1.5 per cent, but now it
has reached 19.6 per cent,
following which the farmers
have been paid more than
390,000 crore

HARDEEP SINGH PURI I UNION MINISTER FOR
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS

ensex sinks below 75k
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putting brakes on their India
exit strategy continue to weigh
heavily on markets, with ex-
pensive valuations driving in-
vestors to curb their equity bets
here. Heavy selling in banking,
IT, telecom and other old econ-
omy sectors saw benchmark
Sensex end below the crucial
level of 75k mark,” Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.

In the last five trading ses-
sions, the BSE barometer lost
1,542.45 points or 2 per cent, and
the Nifty tanked 406.15 points
or 1.76 per cent.

From the Sensex pack, HCL
Tech, Zomato, Tata Consul-
tancy Services, Infosys, Tech
Mahindra, Bharti Airtel, Tata
Steel and NTPC were among
the biggest laggards.

Standard Chartered opens
priority banking centre in City

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: Stan-
dard Chartered Bank has
opened a new Priority Bank-
ing Centre at its relocated
branch in Rajmahal Square,
Bhubaneswar, aiming to serve
the city's growing affluent pop-
ulation.

The bank's expansion is part
of a broader strategy to cater
to high net worth individuals
(HNWIs), professionals, and
entrepreneurs in India’s emerg-
ing economic hubs. “With Odi-
sha’s growing economy and
increasing demand for sophis-
ticated banking services, we
are excited to open a Priority
Centre in our newly relocated
Bhubaneswar branch,” said
Nitin Chengappa, Managing
Director and Head of Affluent

Banking Centre

Deimulbns

Distribution & Branch Bank-
ing, Standard Chartered Bank,
India.

Bhubaneswar has seen rap-
id growth in technology, real
estate, and education, attract-
ing wealthy individuals and
returning Non-Resident Indi-
ans (NRIs). Recognizing this
trend, Standard Chartered
has relocated to a larger space
to provide tailored financial
solutions.

The move follows the bank’s
expansion in India’s top six
cities and its plan to scale
operations in state capitals
and major markets. “This ex-
pansion is a testament to our
commitment to helping cli-
ents grow their investments,
secure their family’s future,
and build their legacy,” Chen-
gappa added.
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In contrast, Mahindra & Ma-
hindra, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Maruti, Nestle and ITC were
among the gainers.

Among BSE sectoral indices,
BSE Focused IT dropped 2.65
per cent, IT (2.60 per cent), teck
(2.56 per cent), telecommunica-
tion (2.26 per cent), metal (2.16
per cent), commodities (1.53
per cent) and utilities (1.42 per
cent). On the other hand, Auto
and FMCG were the gainers.

The BSE smallcap gauge
declined 1.31 per cent, and
the midcap index dipped 0.78
per cent.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) offloaded equities
worth 3,449.15 crore Friday,
according to exchange data.

Foreign investors have
pulled out over %23,710 crore

RUPEE ENDS 4 PAISE LOWER

The rupee dropped 4 paise to settle at
86.72 against the US dollar Monday amid
massive outflow of foreign capital that
also dragged down the domestic equity
markets by more than 1 per cent. Howev-
er, a flat greenback against major curren-
cies prevented a sharp fall in the domestic
unit, according to forex traders.

from equity markets so far this
month, pushing total outflows
past %1 lakh crore in 2025 amid
rising global trade tensions.

“The D-Street indices ex-
perienced a sharp drop to an
eight-month low as market
sentiment remained subdued.
The decline was primarily
driven by significant losses
in heavyweight stocks, espe-
cially within the IT sector.
This weakness followed re-
ports of declining consumer
confidence in the US, casting
a shadow over the country's
growth outlook. The broader
market felt the impact, pulling
down both small and midcap
indices," Ameya Ranadive,
Chartered Market Technician,
CFTe, Sr Technical Analyst,
StoxBox, said.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Shanghai and Hong Kong set-
tled lower. Equity markets
were closed in Tokyo for a
holiday.

“Global headwinds continue
to weigh on the domestic mar-
ket, with persistent volatility
causing uncertainty among
retail investors, who general-
ly have a lower risk appetite.
Weak US consumer sentiment
and tariff concerns may fur-
ther pressure export-oriented
sectors such as IT,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit Finan-
cial Services, said.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude rose 0.04 per cent to USD
74.46 a barrel.

Gold rises

X350 to

reclaim 389, OOO-mark

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 24: Gold
prices rose 350 to trade near
a record high at 89,100 per
10 grams in the national cap-
ital Monday amid firm global
trends, according to the All In-
dia Sarafa Association.

The precious metal of 99.9 per
cent purity had closed at 88,750
per 10 grams Friday.

Gold of 99.5 per cent purity
increased %350 to 88,700 per 10
grams from the previous close
of 88,350 per 10 grams.

“Gold traded with a modest
gain Monday as geopolitical
and trade tensions continued
to provide a safe haven demand
to hedge against uncertainty,”
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Analyst
of Commodities at HDFC Secu-
rities, said.

Last week, gold of 99.9 per
cent and 99.5 per cent purity
hit fresh peaks of 89,450 and
389,050 per 10 grams, respec-
tively.

However, silver traded flat at
%1 lakh per kg.

Further, Gandhi highlighted
that the US dollar has provid-
ed an additional boost for the
precious metal. The dollar in-
dex fell for the third week in a
row and is trading lower amid
mixed US macro data.

Meanwhile, in futures trade
on the MCX, gold contracts for
April delivery appreciated 3118

India, UK resume talks
for proposed trade pact

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 24: India and
the UK Monday announced re-
sumption of negotiations for
the proposed free trade agree-
ment (FTA), which is expected
to double or even triple bilater-
al trade from the current USD
20 billion in the next 10 years.

The announcement was
made by Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush Goyal
and UK Secretary of State for
Business and Trade Jonathan
Reynolds, who is here on an
official visit.

Briefing reporters, Goyal
made a case for faster and liber-
al issuance of visas for smooth
movement of businessmen and
professionals, besides a social
security agreement to avoid
double contribution to social
security funds by Indian pro-
fessionals working for limited
period in Britain.

The 14th round of negotia-
tions for the FTA, which be-
gan January 10 last year, was
underway till May 2024 when
the process was paused by the
UK side due to their elections.

The resumption of talks
would aim to addressing issues
which are yet not ironed out.

The Indian industry is de-
manding greater access for its
skilled professionals from sec-

I

tors like IT and healthcare in
the UK market, besides market
access for several goods at nil
customs duty.

On the other hand, the UK
is seeking a significant cut in
import duties on goods such as
scotch whiskey, electric vehi-
cles, lamb meat, chocolates and
certain confectionary items.

Britain is also looking for
more opportunities for UK
services in Indian markets in
segments like telecommunica-
tions, legal and financial ser-
vices, including banking and
insurance.

According to Goyal, both
sides have the flexibility to
significantly reduce tariffs to
make their businesses more
competitive.

“Many of the tariffs that
India has are really to pro-
tect us from non-market and
non-transparent economies or
economies which are known for
predatory pricing or dumping
of goods, and I think between
the UK and India, we have
much more flexibility and
ability to significantly reduce
tariffs to make businesses more
competitive between the two
countries,” he added.

The negotiations have start-
ed after a gap of over eight
months due to elections. The
talks are happening after the
UK general elections that re-
sulted into the Labour Party
coming to power. The negoti-
ations were launched January
13, 2022.

to 386,128 per 10 grams.

“Gold traded within a range,
posting minor gains, supported
by Comex gold holding above
USD 2,925. Rupee weakness
provided additional support to
MCX gold,” Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst -- Commodity
and Currency, LKP Securities,
said.

Comex gold futures for April
delivery quoted higher at USD
2,954.71 per ounce in the over-
seas markets.

Globally, spot gold also rose
USD 5.50 to USD 2,941.55 per
ounce.

"Gold prices continue to hov-
er near all-time highs as the
dollar weakens amid escalat-
ing geopolitical and economic
uncertainty," Abans Holdings'
Chief Executive Officer Chin-
tan Mehta said.

The precious metal's rally is
expected to persist as safe-ha-
ven demand remains strong,
with central banks worldwide
continuing to accumulate gold
to hedge against economic vol-
atility and policy uncertainty,
Mehta added.

Adani Group pays
358,104 cr tax in FY24

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 24: Ports-to-
power conglomerate Adani
Group has said that the group
companies paid 58,104 crore in
taxes in 2023-24, up from 346,610
crore in the previous financial
year.

The taxes paid include di-
rect contributions like glob-
al taxes, duties and other
charges borne by Adani port-
folio of companies, indirect
taxes contributions and duties
collected and paid on behalf of
other stakeholders, and other
levies such as social security
contributed for the benefit of
the employees.

The conglomerate helmed
by billionaire Gautam Adani
released its Tax Transparency
Reports for financial year 2023-
24 (April 2023 to March 2024).

“For financial year 2023-
24, Adani Group's total global
tax and other contributions
to the exchequer amounted to
358,104.4 crore, showcasing a
significant increase from the
previous year's ¥46,610.2 crore
through its portfolio of listed
entities,” it said in a statement.

The details are covered in the
independent reports published
by seven of the group's listed
entities - Adani Enterprises,
Adani Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone, Adani Green En-
ergy, Adani Energy Solutions,
Adani Power, Adani Total Gas,
and Ambuja Cements.

NVIDIA’S CHIP DEMAND FACES DEEPSEEK TEST

REUTERS

San Francisco, Feb 24: De-
mand for Nvidia's pricey ar-
tificial intelligence chips will
be in focus when the company
reports results Wednesday
as investors doubt the hefty
spending on the technology
after low-cost AI models from
China's DeepSeek rattled the
industry.

The world's second most
valuable company has been the
top beneficiary of an Al-driven
spending spree by big technol-
ogy companies over the past
two years.

But claims that DeepSeek's
Al models rival its Western
counterparts at a fraction of
the cost has led some investors
to ask if Nvidia's cutting-edge
chips are essential for gaining
an edge in Al race.

DeepSeek's sudden rise in
January resulted in Nvidia los-
ing $593 billion in market val-

ue, the largest one-day loss for
any U.S. company. Its shares
were one of the best performers
in 2023 and 2024.

"Investors have been very
concerned about DeepSeek and
the impact that it will have on
demand," said Ivana Delevs-
ka, chief investment officer
of Spear Invest, which holds
Nvidia shares in an actively
managed exchange-traded fund.

"So if they (Nvidia) can show
that they're still able to 'beat
and raise', it would be pretty
positive for the stock."

Nvidia is expected to report a
72% surge in revenue to $38.05
billion in its fourth quarter, ac-
cording to LSEG data, its slow-
est growth in seven quarters. It
is likely to forecast a 60% jump
in revenue for the first quarter
ending April.

In contrast, the compa-
ny's revenue has seen five
straight quarters of tri-
ple-digit growth until the

quarter ended October.

So far, demand for Nvidia's
Al chips has not faltered. Big
customers such as Microsoft
and Meta have said they plan

to plow ahead with their steep
data-center spending.

"The CapEx plans com-
municated by Meta, Mic-
rosoft, Google and Amazon

paint a very positive
picture of the near-term de-
mand backdrop for Nvidia,"
said John Belton, a portfolio
manager at Gabelli Funds
which holds Nvidia shares.

Meanwhile, shipments of
Nvidia's powerful Blackwell
chips are expected to have ac-
celerated in the fourth quar-
ter, boosting its revenue but
squeezing its margin due to
the cost of ramping a new and
complex chip.

Analysts expect Nvidia's ad-
justed gross margin to shrink
by more than three percentage
points to 73.5% in the fourth
quarter.

With Blackwell series,
Nvidia is shifting from sell-
ing individual chips to full
Al computing systems such
as the GB200 NVL72, which
bundle GPUs, CPUs and net-
working equipment.

That has further complicat-
ed a costly and time-consuming

production ramp-up.

Its contract manufacturer,
Taiwan's TSMC, scrambled to
expand capacity for advanced
packaging - a complex process
that glues together chips and is
the main bottleneck in Al semi-
conductor supply chains.

Blackwell's rollout was
also hampered by design
flaws and low chip yields —
although Nvidia has since
fixed the issues.

In November, it said Black-
well would exceed initial rev-
enue projections of several
billion dollars in the fourth
quarter.

"Blackwell has been a compli-
cated set of products to launch,"
said Gabelli's Belton.

"With the magnitude of
out-performance that investors
have become used to - Nvidia's
delivery could be smaller this
time around, just given some of
these dynamics with the Black-
well launch."
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Missed chances hurt India eves

Women suffer
2-4 defeat against
Netherlands

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: The
Indian women's hockey team
wasted a series of opportunity
and lost 2-4 to reigning Olym-
pic champions Netherlands in
a FIH Pro League match here
Monday.

The Indians had the better
share of scoring chances -- 13
penalty corners as against
Netherlands' just three -- but
they couldn't capitalise on the
opportunities.

Netherlands scored through
Emma Reijnen (7th minute),
Felice Albers (34th, 47th) and
Fay van der Elst (40th) to come
out winners.

India's both goals came from
penalty corner conversions by
Udita (18th, 42nd).

It was stalwart India goal-
keeper and former skipper
Savita Punia's 300th interna-
tional match but she was beat-
en in the seventh minute by a
reverse hit from a Reijnen.

The Indians, however, didn't
sit back and secured back-to-
back penalty corners soon but
wasted both.

Netherlands scored through
Albers from a rebound after
Savita saved the initial flick.

The Indians kept up the in-
tensity in the second quarter
and secured two more penalty
corners, the second of which
was converted by Udita.

Netherlands secured a pen-
alty corner in the 25th minute,
but India defended stoutly.

But four minutes after the
change of ends, Albers picked
up a loose ball on the right
flank and dodged past a couple
of Indian defenders before slot-

SHORT TAKES

Veer finishes 67th
as Kruyswijk wins

Nairobi: India's Veer Ahlawat
closed the week with a fine 3-under
68 that included an eagle, his

“second of the week, but he still

finished only 67th at the Magical
Kenya Open here. His 68 on the final
day of the tournament was his best
card of the week, which saw him
suffer a 6-over 11 in a single hole,
the seventh one on the second day.
That messed up his tournament.
Ahlawat, who earned a status on
the DP World Tour by topping the
PGTI Order of Merit, as per the
alliance with the Indian body, was
the first to tee off on the final day.
He played alone and birdied the
first, the third and then added an
eagle on the fourth. He was four-
under through the first holes.

Vidarbha retain 17
member squad

Nagpur: Vidarbha Monday
retained their 17-member squad
to take on Kerala in the final of
the Ranji Trophy which will be
played at the VCA Stadium here in
Jamtha from Wednesday. "VCA's
senior selection committee, which
met Monday, decided to retain
the same squad that did duty in
the semi-final against Mumbai.
Akshay Wadkar will lead the side,"
the Vidarbha Cricket Association
said Monday. Vidarbha, who have
remained unbeaten in the premier
domestic competition this season,
qualified for the summit clash after
a commanding 80-run win over
defending champions Mumbai. It
was a repeat of last year's final in
which Mumbai had clinched their
42nd title after defeating the two-
time winners Vidarbha.

Surfing Federation unveils
robust national calendar

Chennai: Following a historic year
that saw Indian surfers clinch the
first set of quotas for the upcoming
2026 Asian Games in Japan, the
Surfing Federation of India (SFI) is
doubling down on efforts to provide
maximum ocean time for the
country’s top surfers. With exposure
trips in the pipeline, the governing
body has also announced an
extensive national event calendar
to ensure optimal preparation
ahead of the sport’s debut at the
prestigious continental games.

The SFI has officially released the
2025 National Surfing and Stand-
Up Paddle (SUP) Event Calendar,
marking another milestone in the
sport’s rapid growth in India.

ting it home with a fine reverse
hit past second Indian goal-
keeper Bichu Devi Kharibam
to hand Netherlands 2-1 lead.
Van der Elst then scored from
a field effort to extend Nether-
lands' lead. Udita reduced the
deficit, converting another pen-
alty corner in the 42nd minute.
The Indians had their chanc-
es, earning two back-to-back
penalty corners in the 47th
minute but wasted both.
Albers sealed the match for
Netherlands, scoring another
fine field goal in the 47th min-
ute, her second of the day.
India will again play Nether-
lands in return-leg match here
Tuesday.

rq

Goalkeeper Savita Punia completed 300 international caps
Monday. The Arjuna Awardee achieved this landmark during
India’s match against the Netherlands in the FIH Hockey Pro
League 2024/25 at the Kalinga Hockey Stadium in Bhubaneswar,
Odisha. Savita now joins Vandana Katariya as one of only two
Indian women to have played 300 international matches. Savita is
only the second Indian goalkeeper, male or female, to achieve this
feat after the legendary PR Sreejesh. A stalwart of Indian hockey,
Savita made her senior team debut at the age of 20 and has since
established herself as one of the finest goalkeepers in the world.
She played a key role in India’s historic fourth-place finish at the
Tokyo Olympics. Her experience also proved invaluable in the Rio
Olympics 2016 and the 2018 Vitality Hockey Women’s World Cup,
where India reached the Quarter-Finals. As captain, Savita has led
India to remarkable achievements, including a bronze medal at
the 2022 Birmingham Commonwealth Games and a title-winning
campaign at the FIH Nations Cup.

Mohun Bagan eye
historic double

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Feb 24: Mohun Ba-
gan have etched their name in
history, becoming the first-ever
team to successfully defend the
League Winners' Shield. But
they are not stopping there.
After falling short in the ISL
final last year with a 1-3 defeat to
Mumbai City FC here at the Salt
Lake Stadium, the Mariners are
determined to complete a historic
double by clinching the ISL Cup
this time. Coach Jose Molina is
focused on the challenge ahead.
"We are trying to win the two
matches remaining in the sea-
son and even preparing for the
Cup, because we cannot think
the season is finished just yet.
We still have a semifinal, hope-
fully, a final, and maybe even a

[OA forms ad hoc panel to run boxing affairs, BFI terms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 24: The Indi-
an Olympic Association (IOA)
Monday constituted a five-mem-
ber ad hoc committee to over-
see the affairs of boxing in the
country on the ground that the
sport's national federation failed
to hold elections on time.

The Boxing Federation of In-
dia (BFI), within hours, termed
the IOA's decision as "illegal"
and said it will file a petition to
the Delhi High Court to quash
the order.

The IOA said that the BFT did
not hold its elections due Febru-
ary 2 and asked the ad hoc pan-
el, to be headed by former Ath-
letics Federation of India (AFI)
treasurer Madhukant Pathak,
to hold the polls at the earliest.

"IOA has been closely mon-
itoring the administrative af-
fairs of the Boxing Federation
of India. As per the governing
norms, elections to BFI were
to be conducted on or before 02
February 2025. Despite the pre-

Super Cup later,” Molina said,
as his team gears up for their
next match against Mumbai
City FC March 1.

Mohun Bagan's season has
been nothing short of extraor-
dinary. With an unassailable
52 points and two games still
to play, they have shattered re-
cords along the way — first team
to surpass 50 points in an ISL
season, most wins (16) in a single
campaign and a league-record 14
clean sheets, setting a new defen-
sive benchmark.

Goalkeeper Vishal Kaith has
been instrumental, keeping
the clean sheets, double than
his nearest competitor Phurba
Lachenpa (7). Kaith also became
the first goalkeeper in ISL his-
tory to reach 50 career clean
sheets.

scribed timeline, the elections
have not been held, resulting
in administrative instability
within the federation," IOA
President PT Usha wrote in an
office order.

"In view of the above and in
accordance with the authority
vested in the IOA, an Ad hoc
Committee is hereby constitut-
ed to oversee the affairs of the
Indian Boxing Federation and
ensure the smooth functioning
of its activities until the conduct
of free and fair elections.

"The Ad hoc Committee shall
also be responsible for routine
day to day administration of
the BFL." The other members
of the ad hoc panel are Rajesh
Bhandari (vice-chairman), DP
Bhatt, boxer Shiva Thapa and
Virendra Singh Thakur.

Within hours of the IOA's
order to constitute the ad-hoc
panel, the BFI responded.

"The BFI strongly condemns
the creation of an ad-hoc panel
to manage its affairs, calling it
illegal and a blatant attempt to
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Men lose to Eng in
hard-fought contest

India suffer defeat

as they committed

unforced errors in
the defence

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 24: The In-
dian men's hockey team fought
hard but England skipper Sam
Ward's brace handed the hosts
a 2-3 defeat in a FIH Pro League
match here Monday.

England struck the first blood
through Jacob Payton (15th
minute) before Ward (19th, 29th)
struck twice to stun the hosts.

India's goals were scored by
Abhishek (18th) and Sukhjeet
Singh (39th).

It was even stevens between
the two sides in the first quarter
with both the teams pressing
each other for the early goal.

The Indians, however, were
guilty of committing unforced
errors in the defence, especial-
ly skipper Harmapreet Singh,
who looked out of sorts.

From one such error, En-
gland scored through Payton
from a field effort. Abhishek
levelled the score three minutes
later from a fine field effort.

RIS

But England stunned India
again a minute later when Ward
scored a brilliant field goal after
a fine one-two with Payton.

England then secured back-
to-back penalty corners in the
24th minute but failed to utilise
the opportunities.

The Indians were the domi-
nant side on display as England
struggled to get out of the defen-
sive third in the second quarter
despite taking the lead.

But the Indian defence crum-
bled again as Ward scored his
second of the day from an un-
forced error with goalkeeper
Suraj Karkera looking clueless.

India secured a penalty cor-
ner in the 39th minute, which
was denied after England took
referral. Seconds later, Sukh-
jeet deflected in Hardik Singh's
hit after he was served by San-
jay's fine pass.

Minutes later, India secured
two more penalty corners but
wasted both as Harmanpreet
looked off colour.

In the 49th minute, Dilpreet
Singh came close to scoring but
his reverse hit was brilliantly
saved by England goalkeeper
James Mazerelo. Minutes later,
England keeper Mazerelo made a
double save to deny Uttam Singh.
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“Terror threat’ puts CT in trouble

The Pakistan’s
intelligence bureau
alert states that
terror outfits based
out of Pakistan are
planning to kidnap
foreigners for
ransom

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Feb 24: Pakistan’s
Intelligence Bureau (IB) has
reportedly issued a high alert
after uncovering an alleged
plot by "active covert groups"
to kidnap foreign guests during
the ongoing Champions Trophy
2025, as per reports.

Except for India, all the other
teams are playing their match-
es in Pakistan and if India fail
to reach the final, the summit
clash will also be played in the
country.

However, an alert has been
issued against a number of ter-
ror outfits "including Tehrik-e
Taliban Pakistan (TTP), ISIS
and other Balochistan-based

violate the autonomy of a Na-
tional Sports Federation (NSF).
This has also been communicat-
ed in a letter by President, BFI
to President, IOA," the BFI said
in a statement.

"BFI will also be filing a pe-
tition for quashing this illegal
order before the Hon'ble Delhi
High Court immediately. It's
pertinent to also mention a
verdict of today, wherein the
Hon'ble Delhi High Court an-
nulled the IOA's decision to

groups" after warnings regard-
ing alleged abduction plots. The
report added that the security
forces "have deployed high-lev-
el protection teams, including
rangers and local police".

The Indian cricket team is
playing all of their matches
in Dubai after the Indian gov-
ernment decided to not send
them to Pakistan. In case of
India reaching the semifinal
and final of the competition,
both of the matches will also
take place in Dubai with the
opposition travelling from

form an ad-hock panel for the
Bihar Olympic Association."
Usha also said that her of-
fice has received numerous
complaints from stakeholders,

including athletes, coaches
and concerned authorities, re-
garding the non-participation
of Indian boxers in various im-
portant notional/international
events in recent months.

"This situation is detrimental
to the growth and performance
of Indian boxing on the global

Pakistan.

Security has been one of the
biggest concerns when it comes
to international sporting
events in Pakistan, especially
after what happened with the
Sri Lanka team in 2009. While
the Indian team refused to trav-
el to Pakistan for the event, the
PCB claimed it put in extra
measures to ensure full secu-
rity for other travelling teams.

According to reports in local
media, a whopping 12,000 po-
lice officers and personnel will
be deployed during matches in

stage and necessitates immedi-
ate corrective measures."

She said the panel will take
immediate steps to address the
grievances raised by the boxing
community, facilitate athlete
participation in the upcoming
international competitions,
and work towards conducting
the BFT elections at the earliest.

"The Ad hoc Committee shall
act in a neutral and independent
manner, ensuring no conflict of
interest. All actions taken must
be documented, and records
must be maintained for audit
and review purposes.

"The Ad hoc Committee shall
issue the election notice and
schedule as per BFI's Consti-
tution and current regulatory
guidelines and appoint a Re-
turning Officer and an inde-
pendent Election Observer to
oversee the election process.

"The Ad hoc Committee shall
also be responsible for verifica-
tion of details of all affiliated
state boxing associations and
for providing an accurate list

Lahore and Rawalpindi. The
roster will include 18 senior
officers, 54 DSPs, 135 inspec-
tors, 1,200 upper subordinates,
10,556 constables, and over 200
female police officers.

Other than security person-
nel, the PCB has also arranged
the Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA), the country's
national carrier, to have spe-
cial charter flights for fans
and the participating teams
available. These flights will
reportedly operate between
Karachi, Islamabad, and La-
hore to ensure smooth trans-
portation for players and other
high-profile guests throughout
the tournament.

Meanwhile, the backlash
due to the poor show in the
Champions Trophy, including
the humiliating defeat to India,
hit the Pakistan team hard and
its support staff led by former
fast bowler Aaqib Javed is set
to be overhauled, according to
a cricket Board source.

Pakistan lost to arch-rivals
India by six wickets in Dubai
Sunday, after their 60-run
defeat to New Zealand in the
Champions Trophy opener in
Karachi February 19.

it “illegal”
of office bearers of such state
boxing associations."

Countering the IOA's conten-
tion about not holding elections
on time, the BFI said, "It is al-
so important to highlight that
the correspondence regarding
elections of BFI has already
commenced with the Ministry
of Youth Affairs and Sports
(MYAS) February 2, 2025.

"The fact that IOA has still
chosen to intervene is surprising
and shocking. "IOA did not find
it necessary to enquire about
the issue with BFI Office or its
President before taking such a
decision. The IOA has no juris-
diction over the conduct of elec-
tions for a NSFs, yet this order
has been issued in a manner that
clearly questions its intent."

The BFI claimed that "as per
Article 21.5 of the IOA constitu-
tion, no decision pertaining to
NSF's can be made without pri-
or consultation with the parent
International Federation, and
approval of the IOA Executive
Committee".
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