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Defi ning success Trump’s Gaza video Nifty declines 14% Positive outcome
Actor Rashmika Mandana 
opens up about different 
levels of success in an 
artiste’s life

US President Donald Trump shares 
an AI-generated video showing 
war-torn Gaza redeveloped into a 
riviera drawing severe backlash

Equity benchmark indices are 
facing massive corrections, with 
the NSE Nifty declining over 14% 
from its lifetime high hit in Sept

Indian men’s and women’s hockey 
teams open their respective 
campaigns in the FIH Hockey Pro 
League 2024-25 on home soil
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

The person facing corruption charges 
will face an inquiry, not bulldozer 

justice —he's from our party!

Kujang IIC held 
for illicit relation
with home guard

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kyiv, Feb 26: Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Denys Shmy-
hal said Wednesday that 
Ukraine and the United States 
have reached preliminary 
agreement on a broad eco-
nomic deal that includes US 
access to Ukraine’s rare earth 
minerals amid its three-year 
war with Russia.

After days of negotiations, 
Ukraine and the US will sign 
the preliminary agreement 
but with further details of a 
full agreement — including US 
security guarantees that Kyiv 
offi cials view as vital — still to 
be worked out, Shmyhal said 
on Ukrainian public television.

Since returning to offi ce last 
month, US President Donald 
Trump let Ukraine know he 
wanted something in return 
for tens of billions of dollars 
in US help to fend off Russia’s 
invasion.

The preliminary agreement 
sets out the terms and condi-
tions of an investment fund 
for the rebuilding of Ukraine, 
Shmyhal said. The agreement 
could be signed as early as Fri-
day, he added.

ARMS FOR MINERALS

US, Ukraine agree on 
preliminary deal

CONVICTED LAWMAKERS

Centre against life ban

MAHAKUMBH ENDS: Sadhus take out a procession towards the Kashi Vishwanath temple to offer prayers on the occasion of Maha Shivratri, marking the concluding day of the Mahakumbh, 
in Varanasi, Wednesday  PTI PHOTO

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Shanghai, Feb 26: When 
Shanghai-based designer Guo 
Qingshan posted a vacation 
photo on Valentine’s Day and 
captioned it “Puppy Moun-
tain,” it became a sensation in 
China and even created a tour-
ist destination.

Guo had gone on a hike while 
visiting his hometown of Yichang 
in central China’s Hubei province 
in late January. When reviewing 
the photos, he saw something he 
hadn’t noticed before — a moun-
tain shaped like a dog’s head 
rested on the ground next to the 
Yangtze river, its snout perched 

at the water’s edge.
“It was so magical and cute. I 

was so excited and happy when 
I discovered it,” Guo said.

“The puppy’s posture is like 
it’s drinking water, or it’s look-
ing at some fi sh. It also looks 
like it’s quietly protecting the 

Yangtze river,” he said.
Guo’s post on Chinese social 

media app Xiaohongshu, or Red-
Note, received 1,20,000 likes with-
in 10 days. On the media platform 
Weibo, the hashtag #xiaogoushan 
— Chinese for “Puppy Mountain” 
— drew millions of views.

Dog owners started to post pic-
tures of their dogs to see which 
one had the closest resemblance. 
Many people traveled directly 
to the location in Yichang to see 
the mountain for themselves and 
some even brought their dogs to 
take photos.

“Puppy Mountain here I am!” 
one social media user wrote on 
RedNote along with photos of 

the mountain. “Just stroke the 
puppy’s head and then every-
thing will be OK.” Another 
social media user commented 
“We all need the eyes to see the 
beauty in this world.”

The mountain is in Yichang’s 
Zigui County, where it can 
be seen from an observation 
deck. The Yangtze river, the 
longest river in China and the 
third-longest river in the world, 
fl ows through the mountainous 
area. After Guo’s photo went vi-
ral, many people shared photos 
of the view they previously had 
taken from the same deck, ma-
ny saying they hadn’t realised 
it looked like a dog.

China’s ‘Puppy Mountain’ turns overnight sensation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 26: The Cen-
tre has opposed in the Supreme 
Court a plea seeking life ban on 
convicted politicians, saying 
imposing such a disqualifi ca-
tion was solely within the do-
main of Parliament.

In an affi davit fi led in court, 
the Centre said the prayer in a 
plea, seeking the same, amount-
ed to re-writing of the statute or 
directing Parliament to frame 
a law in a particular manner 
which was wholly beyond the 
powers of judicial review.

The question whether a life-
time ban would be appropri-
ate or not is a question that is 
solely within the domain of the 
parliament, the affi davit said.

By confi ning the operation 
of penalty to an appropriate 
length of time, deterrence was 
ensured while undue harshness 
was avoided, it added.

There was, said the Centre, 
nothing inherently unconsti-
tutional in limiting the effect 
of penalties by time and it was 
a settled principle of law that 
penalties were limited either by 
time or by quantum.

It is submitted that issues 
raised by the petitioner have 
wide ranging ramifi cations and 
clearly fall within the legisla-
tive policy of Parliament and 
the contours of judicial review 
would be suitably altered in 
such regard, the affi davit said.

The plea in the top court 
fi led by advocate Ashwini Ku-
mar Upadhyay seeks a life ban 
on convicted politicians aside 
from the expeditious disposal 
of criminal cases against MPs 
and MLAs in the country.

In its affi davit, the Centre 
underlined the apex court had 
consistently held that the leg-
islative choice over one option 
or the other couldn’t be ques-
tioned in courts over its effi ca-
cy or otherwise.

Under Section 8 (1) of the 
Representation of the People 
Act, 1951, the period of disqual-
ifi cation was six years from the 
date of conviction or in case of 
imprisonment, six years from 

the date of release, it added.
The disqualifi cations made 

under the impugned sections 
are limited by time as a matter 
of parliamentary policy and it 
would not be appropriate to 
substitute the petitioner’s un-
derstanding of the issue and 
impose a lifetime ban, it said.

The Centre said as a matter of 
judicial review, the court could 
declare the provisions to be 
unconstitutional, however, the 
relief sought by the petitioner ef-
fectively sought to read life-long 
instead of six years in all sub-sec-
tions of Section 8 of the Act.

It said lifetime disqualifi ca-
tion was the maximum that 
could be imposed under the 
provisions and such discretion 
was certainly within the power 
of Parliament.

However, it is one thing to 
say that a power exists and an-
other to say that it must nec-
essarily be exercised in every 
case, the Centre argued.

The Modi government has opposed a plea in the Supreme Court 
seeking a lifetime ban on convicted politicians, arguing that such a 
disqualifi cation falls within Parliament’s jurisdiction. Centre’s af-
fi davit states that the issue of imposing a lifetime ban is a legislative 
matter and not within judicial review. It emphasised that penalties 
under the Representation of the People Act, 1951, are time-bound (six 
years), and Parliament has the discretion to determine the duration 
of disqualifi cation. It also highlighted that disqualifi cations are not 
permanent, citing Articles 102 and 191 of the Constitution, which 
allow Parliament to regulate disqualifi cation grounds and duration

REUTERS

Washington, Feb 26: US Pres-
ident Donald Trump Tuesday 
fl oated the idea of replacing 
a visa programme for foreign 
investors with a so-called “gold 
card” that could be bought for 
$5 million as a route to Ameri-
can citizenship.

Trump told reporters he will 
replace the “EB-5” immigrant 
investor visa programme, 
which allows foreign investors 
of large sums of money that 
create or preserve US jobs to 
become permanent residents, 
with a so-called “gold card.” 
The EB-5 programme grants 
“green cards” to foreigners 
promising to invest in US 
businesses.

“We are going to be selling 
a gold card,” Trump said. “We 
are going to be putting a price 
on that card of about $5 mil-
lion,” he added. “It’s going to 
give you green card privileges 
plus it’s going to be a route to 
(American) citizenship, and 
wealthy people would be com-

ing into our country by buying 
this card,” Trump said, adding 
that details about the scheme 
will come out in two weeks.

Trump added it is possible 
Russian oligarchs could qualify 
for the gold cards, when asked by 
a journalist if those people would 
be eligible. “Yeah, possibly. Hey. 
I know some Russian oligarchs 
that are very nice people,” he said.

The EB-5 Immigrant Investor 
Programme, administered by 
the US Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services, was created 
by Congress in 1990 to “stim-
ulate the US economy through 
job creation and capital invest-
ment by foreign investors,” ac-
cording to the USCIS website.

“The EB-5 programmme, it was 
full of nonsense, make believe and 
fraud, and it was a way to get a 
green card that was low price. So 
the president said, rather than 
having this sort of ridiculous 
EB-5 programme, we’re going to 
end the EB-5 programme. We’re 
going to replace it with the Trump 
gold card,” Commerce Secretary 
Howard Lutnick said Tuesday.

Now, $5mn ‘gold card’
route for US citizenship

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 26: The 
Punjab government Wednes-
day alleged that the Central 
Board of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) had dropped Punjabi 
from the list of subjects for 
the Class X Board exams in 
the new draft norms while 
the board officials maintained 
that the list was only indica-
tive and no subjects would be 
dropped.

The CBSE offi cials clarifi ed 
that the draft norms do not 
mention 13 other languages 
and reiterated that they would 
continue to be offered.

The 13 other languages are 
Russian, Nepali, Limboo, Lep-
cha, Sindhi, Malayalam, Odia, 
Assamese, Kannada, Kokborok, 
Telugu, Arabic and Persian, 
they said. The CBSE Tuesday 
approved draft norms for con-
ducting the Class X Board ex-
ams twice a year.

The draft norms will now be 
put in the public domain and 
the stakeholders can submit 
their feedback by March 9, fol-
lowing which the policy will be 
fi nalised.

Punjab Education Minister 
Harjot Singh Bains alleged that 
the new policy was attempting 
to drop Punjabi from the sub-
jects’ list and claimed that his 
government would not tolerate 

any attack on the language.
“We strongly object to the 

CBSE’s new exam pattern 
scheme which attempts to erase 
Punjabi. Punjabi must be des-
ignated as the main language 
in Punjab and, further, be in-
cluded as a regional language 
for the rest of the nation as it is 
spoken and read across multi-
ple states. Any attack on Punja-
bi will not be tolerated,” Bains 
said in a video shared on X.

CBSE Examination Control-
ler Sanyam Bhardwaj, how-
ever, said there would be no 
change in the list of subjects.

There is no change in the list 
of subjects offered at present. 
The list in the draft policy is 
indicative. All subjects offered 
at present will continue in the 
Class X Board exams in both 
phases, he said.

Meanwhile, the Punjab gov-
ernment Wednesday said it 
has made Punjabi a mandatory 
subject in all schools across the 
state, regardless of their educa-
tional board affi liation.

Controversy over 
language omission 
puts CBSE in spot

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: A ser-
vitor at Shree Lingaraj temple 
here was injured after he fell 
while climbing the 11th-century 
Lord Shiva shrine Wednesday 
night, police said.

The incident took place 
around 10.40pm when the ser-
vitor was climbing the temple 

top, holding a burning torch 
in one hand. He sustained in-
juries. Another servitor lat-
er took the ‘Mahadeepa’ and 
placed it at atop the shrine 
around 10.45pm, an offi cial said.

Lighting the ‘Mahadeepa’ 
marked the end of the day-long 
fast being observed on the occa-
sion of Maha Shivratri. Thou-
sands of devotees had gathered to 

witness the auspicious ritual of 
Lord Shiva. Though, it was earli-
er decided to take the Mahadeepa 
to the temple at 10pm, the process 
was delayed by around 40 min-
utes due to some rituals in the 
temple, the offi cial said.

Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi and many other dig-
nitaries visited Lingaraj temple 
during the day.

Servitor falls from Lingaraj temple, injured

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: Odisha 
Police inspector Tapan Kumar 
Nahak was arrested Wednesday 
for allegedly cheating a woman 
home guard by indulging in a 
physical relationship with her 
on the pretext of marriage, of-
fi cials said.

“We arrested Nahak and for-
warded him to court. He was 
also suspended by the DGP,” 
Jagatsinghpur SP Bhawani 
Sankar Udgata said. Nahak was 
arrested barely an hour after 
DGP Yogesh Bahadur Khurania 
suspended him to ensure a free 
and fair probe.

During his posting as the ad-
ditional IIC of Jagatsinghpur 
PS around two months ago, 
Nahak allegedly entered into a 
physical relationship with the 
victim, who was also working 
in the same police station, after 
promising to marry her.

Subsequently, he was trans-
ferred as IIC of Kujang police 
station in the same district. 
Later, Nahak, who was already 
married, refused to fulfi l his 
promise leading to a dispute 
between them, a police offi cer 
said.

On Monday, the home guard 
lodged a complaint against the 
offi cer in Jagatsinghpur police 
station. Nahak fl ed from Ku-
jang Police station after learn-
ing that a case was registered 
against him. However, police 
arrested him from Khurda 
Tuesday, he said.

Notably in 2023, Nahak was 
placed under suspension when 
he was the IIC of Phiringia 
police station for negligence 
of duty. 



Mumbai: Rashmika Man-
danna is currently the big-
gest pan-India actress in 
Indian cinema. In a recent 
interview, she shared what 
success means to her and it 
surely had to have her fans 
in it.

Rashmika revealed what 
success meant to her say-
ing, “Success for me would 
be happy faces around. 
Success for me is my fans 
coming and saying “We 
just saw your best perfor-
mance to date”. That’s 
success for me. Success for 
me is not having to worry 
about the bills you have to 
pay.” “Success for me is 
when you’re having a real-
ly hard day, and you wake 
up telling yourself, “Okay, 
Let’s just take it one step at 
a time, one day at a time”. 
You know, that’s success 
for me. So it’s different 
levels of success, but it’s 
all success at the end of the 
day,” Rashmika added.

Rashmika’s fi lm 
Chhaava 

has crossed the Rs. 515.33 
crore mark worldwide. She 
played the role of Yesubai 
in the fi lm. The actress has 
an upcoming lineup that in-
cludes Thama with Ayush-
mann Khurrana, Pushpa 
3, Kubera with Dhanush, 
and Sikandar with Salman 
Khan. She also has Rain-
bow and The Girlfriend in 
the pipeline.
AGENCIES

You will not lose your cool 
today despite the over-
whelming odds, feels Ganesha. Rationale 
and reason will be the rhyme of your 
attitude as you diagnose the problems 
and uproot them successfully. Success 
beckons and you are ready to reach out 
and grab it by hook or by crook. 

You will tend to be religiously 
inclined today, feels Gane-
sha. For this purpose, you 
may spend some time visiting a temple, 
mosque or church. You are also likely to 
go shopping, and chances are that this 
too is for a religious purpose. May God 
bless you, says Ganesha.

A mixed bag of fortunes, a 
bittersweet pill, call it what 
you will, but today brings 
with it a lot of things packed within its 
24-hour period. Ganesha foresees a 
hectic morning, and an even more 
frantic afternoon. So, respite will be 
a luxury for you today. 

Pay due attention to your 
innate feelings. A small tour 
may be in the offi ng. You will 
get along famously with people today, 
says Ganesha. Your loved ones will receive 
your sincere feelings and emotions. Work 
your magic to improve relationships more.

A cascade of let-downs will 
dent your confi dence and 
shake your determination, 
says Ganesha. But don’t let these failures 
affect you as they are temporary. At 
work, your subordinates may force you to 
take drastic measures.

A day full of cheer and joy 
is in store. You will prob-
ably enrol in a part-time 
course and sharpen your skills. But for 
those in police and legal professions, 
you will be the lions of the jungle! 
Roar and stamp your authority, says 
Ganesha.

After running about hel-
ter-skelter for getting your 
work done, you will sit back 
and spend the day planning the course 
of future action. Sudden and unexpected 
profi ts are on the cards, but you will need 
to be mindful of how best you utilise it. 
You can expect a few good opportuni-
ties to knock at the door, but open the 
door before they turn to look for shelter 
elsewhere.

 You may fi nd your schedules 
running haywire today! Your 
workload may be daunting, 
especially if you're an administrator. 
However, Ganesha says your diligence 
and commitment will tide you through. 
And you are still ready to party in the 
evening. What energy!

You are human enough to 
make mistakes, and humble 
enough to admit them, and it 
is this honesty that people admire in you. 
Your affectionate nature will see you ex-
cel at tending to the needs of your family 
members today, says Ganesha.

When you aim big, it is the 
small things that somehow 
manage to irritate you the 
most. Ganesha foresees you being trou-
bled immensely by minute things today. 
But do not let this dampen your spirit, 
because today is also a day when you 
shall be receptive to new ideas.

Today, you will put your 
heart and soul into whatever 
task you take up. But the results may 
not be too forthcoming. However, that 
should not be a reason for you to get 
dejected or anxious. You will get your 
due sooner or later. Also, spending some 
time with your loved ones will be quite 
gratifying emotionally.

Today you will be perplexed 
by some inexplicable and 
fantastic event. Either that, 
or you may experience an unforeseen 
but favourable incident. It may not be 
earth-shaking, but it will defi nitely make 
you assess things. Besides, you could 
have diffi culties meeting deadlines. 
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leisure
KATE HUDSON QUIT DATING 
AFTER MATT BELLAMY SPLIT

KELSEA SCOLDS FANS
DURING CONCERT

Almost Famous actress Kate Hudson 
quit dating on the advice of her 
therapist following the end of her 
engagement to Muse star Matt Bellamy 
in 2014. The 45-yr-old had a son, Ryder, 
with her fi rst husband Chris 
Robinson - who she divorced in 2007.

Singer Kelsea Ballerini halted a 
concert at the Hard Rock Live in 
Hollywood, Florida  to scold the 
audience for dissing her ex-husband 
Morgan Evans during a performance 
of her track Penthouse--believed to be 
about her 2022 split from Evans.
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Rashmika’s 
idea of success Hyderabad: After a year-long break due 

to her battle with myositis, Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu made a strong comeback to 
the fi lm industry. The Citadel actress re-
cently shared her zeal to return to fi lming 
and stated that it is her fi rst love.

During an interview with a news chan-
nel, the Theri actress shared her enthu-
siasm for upcoming projects. She shared 
about her debut as a producer in the upcom-
ing fi lm, Bangaram, and expressed her ex-
citement about the series Rakta Brahmand, 
which is currently in the production phase.

She shared, “I need to fi nish and complete 
Raj-DK’s series Rakta Brahmand and anoth-
er fi lm as well that will go on fl oors maybe 
in two months or so. So yes, it’s a lot of work 
starting in a month or two.”

She also mentioned her love for fi lming, 
stating, “I think I'm done being away from 
fi lming. It is my fi rst true love.”

Samantha Ruth Prabhu was last seen in 
Citadel: Honey Bunny, co-starring with Varun 
Dhawan, directed by Raj & DK.

During the interview, she also 
shared about her decision to 

keep her love life private. 
“Samantha is single. I 
don't think that I will ev-

er be discussing my 
love life ever again. 
That's a part of my 
life that I choose 
to keep extreme-
ly private, and I 

will not be talking 
about that again,” 

she said.
AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actress Krystle D'Sou-
za for the fi rst time addresses the 
sensational headlines surround-

ing her alleged involvement in 
a money laundering case. The 
actress, who was reportedly 
embroiled in a scandal in-
volving a trading app, sets 
the record straight.

“When the ED news 
came out, I was 

shocked,” Krystle re-
calls. “I thought, 

'Where's the mon-
ey?' I did my job, 

got paid, and 
had my bills 

to pay. I had 
nothing 

to 

hide.” She clarifi es that the offi -
cials were not looking for her, but 
rather trying to identify the own-
er of the trading app. “They were 
not even looking for me. The 
news changed it into something 
else. The offi cials were trying to 
fi gure out who was the head of 
this trading app. They thought 
we might have met the owner. 
So, we were just called to ask 
if we had met him personal-
ly. They were trying to catch 
that guy,” she adds.

Krystle admits that the 
controversy left her shaken. 
“I was scared that nobody 
would want to work with 
me for a while. But I’m 
glad to have clarifi ed the 
truth,” said the actress. 
AGENCIES
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Lootera returns 
to theatres
Mumbai: Ranveer Singh and Sonakshi 
Sinha’s Lootera, which fi rst hit theatres 
in July 2013, will make its return on 
March 7, 2025. This re-release gives view-
ers another opportunity to experience the 
fi lm’s captivating love story, stunning 
cinematography, and emotional reso-
nance. It is also part of a growing trend of 
bringing back critically acclaimed fi lms 
for a second theatrical release.

Speaking about the re-release, Ms. 
Niharika Bijli, Lead Strategist, PVR 
INOX, shared her excitement and 
said, “Lootera isn’t just a fi lm; it’s 
an emotional journey, an 
experience that 
lingers long 
after the 
screen 
fades to 
black. We 
are thrilled 
to bring this 
cinematic gem back 
to theatres.”

Director Vikramaditya 
Motwane, refl ecting on the 
fi lm’s legacy, expressed: “It’s 
incredible to see it getting a 
second chance on the big 
screen—introducing it to an 
entirely new audience while also 
evoking nostalgia for those who ex-
perienced it when it fi rst released. 
I can’t wait to see how audiences 
react.”

Adding to this, producer Ektaa 
R. Kapoor said, “Lootera is very 
close to my heart, and the fi lm 
was an absolute passion project 
for us. Seeing the amount of 
love it gets, especially on social 
media, since its release is truly 
overwhelming and brings us im-
mense joy.” AGENCIES

‘I’m done 
being away 
from films’

Krystle comes clean on 
money laundering case

SUDOKU
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.



P3 

downtown
THURSDAY | FEBRUARY 27, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

BUDDING TALENT
Children take part in a 

painting competition 
organised by Odisha Chitra 

Kala Academy in Cuttack, 
Wednesday

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: Lakhs 
of devotees thronged Shiva 
temples across the state to offer 
prayers on the occasion of Maha 
Shivaratri Wednesday.

Since early morning, heavy 
rush of devotees was reported at 
major Shiva shrines like Ling-
araj temple in Bhubaneswar, 
Dhabaleswar temple in Cut-
tack, Kapilash temple in Dhen-
kanal, Akhandalamani temple 
in Bhadrak, Chandaneswar in 
Balasore, Huma temple in Sam-
balpur, Loknath temple in Puri, 
Harishankar temple in Bolangir 
and Gupteswar in Koraput dis-
trict.

The district administrations 
in these places have made elab-
orate security arrangements 
and set up barricades to ensure 
a smooth darshan for devotees.

A large number of people 
queued up at Lingaraj temple 

since the wee hours of Wednes-
day to have a darshan of the 
Lord. The huge rush and faint-
ing of a few devotees prompted 
Khurda Collector Chanchal 
Rana and Bhubaneswar DCP 
Pinak Mishra to reach the tem-
ple and take stock of the situa-
tion there.

According to Mishra, elabo-
rate police arrangements have 
been made to ensure that the 
festival is held peacefully. “We 
have deployed around 40 pla-
toons of police force, and mo-
bilised 150 offi cers of different 
ranks. Special arrangements 
have been made for traffi c and 
parking as well,” the DCP said.

More than one lakh devotees 
have already visited the shrine 
since morning while a huge 
number of devotees are still in 
the queue for having a darshan 
of Lord Lingaraj, he stated.

The Khurda Collector said, 
“A large number of devotees are 

at the temple. We have installed 
CCTVs at various points out-
side the temple to monitor the 
crowd. We hope that all will get 
a chance to have a darshan of 
Lord Lingaraj.”

Meanwhile, devotees ex-
pressed concern about deploy-
ment of bouncers at Loknath 
temple in Puri.

Puri SP Vinit Agrawal said 
he will examine it. “Eleven pla-
toons of police force including 
one additional SP and six DSP-
rank offi cers and 15 inspec-
tors have been deployed at the 
temple to manage the crowd,” 
Agrawal said, adding that the 
police deployment was made 
late at night and smooth dar-
shan is going on.

Governor Hari Babu Kam-
bhampati, Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi and Leader 
of Opposition Naveen Patnaik 
extended Maha Shivaratri festi-
val greetings to the people.

Lakhs throng shrines on Maha Shivaratri

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: A for-
mer deputy manager of a hotel 
here was arrested by the twin 
city Commissionerate Police 
for misappropriation of `24.17 
lakh, official sources said 
Wednesday.

The accused – Ayan Sen, 41, 
a native of Howrah in West 
Bengal – had been working 
as a deputy manager at Ho-
tel Hindusthan International 
(Bhubaneswar) since 2023, 
Kharvel Nagar IIC Rajanikan-
ta Mishra said.

Quoting the complaint, 
Mishra said Sen, as a depu-
ty manager, was supposed 
by disburse `30.38 lakh and 
`35.83 lakh as payments to 
vendors November 21 and 30 
last year respectively. “Sen, 
however, diverted `24.17 lakh 
to his wife’s account and re-
mained incommunicado,” the 
IIC said.

The incident came to the 
fore after the vendors com-
plained that they have not re-
ceived the payment. With no 
way out, the hotel authorities 
December 16 last year lodged 
a complaint with Kharvel 
Nagar police, who registered 
a case under Section 316(4) 
of the BNS and launched a 
probe.

A team of Kharvel Nagar 
police nabbed Sen from the 
City in the wee hours of 
Wednesday. 

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: The 
National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) has asked the 
Cuttack District Magistrate to 
ensure necessary action and sub-
mit an action taken report (ATR) 
by April 3, 2025 in connection 
with the death of three workers 
in a sewage tank at an apartment 
in Trisulia area of the Silver City 
in September last year.

The apex rights body’s direc-
tive came February 24 while 
hearing a petition fi led by Sagar 
Jena of Kajala village in Kend-
rapara district.

Jena, in his complaint, alleged 
that three labourers died of as-
phyxiation when they entered 
the septic tank of an apartment 
in Trisulia area September 6, 
2024 to remove centring from 
the roof of the tank.

The three workers were res-
cued with the help of Barang 
Fire Services personnel and the 
police and were rushed to SCB 
Medical College and Hospital in 
Cuttack, where doctors declared 
them ‘brought dead’.

The deceased were identifi ed 
as Abu Taheer Ali, 36, Almin 
Sheikh, 27, and Krishna Kishore 
Sarkar, 38, all from Nadia dis-
trict in West Bengal.

Jena sought the intervention 
of the commission for compen-
sation to the next of kin of the 
deceased and action against 
the offi cials responsible for the 
mishap.

The commission, via Novem-
ber 7, 2024 proceedings, trans-
mitted a copy of the complaint 
to the District Magistrate of Cut-
tack, directing necessary action 
as per the Supreme Court’s di-
rectives in sewer-related death 
cases and submission of an ATR 
within four weeks.

In response to the commis-
sion’s directives, the Cuttack au-
thorities reportedly forwarded a 
few letters. However, the requi-
site reports from the authorities 
were pending, it was learnt.

As a result, the commission 
has directed the Cuttack District 
Magistrate to ensure necessary 
action and submit an ATR by 
April 3, 2025. 

NHRC seeks report on 
deaths in sewage tank

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 26: The red co-
lour of Mars could be due to the 
presence of an iron-containing 
mineral, which requires cool 
water to form, suggesting that 
the planet may have been hab-
itable in the past, according to 
a new study.

Dust on the Red Planet is 
known to be a mixture of var-
ious minerals, including iron 
oxides, one of which -- ferrihy-
drite -- could be the reason for 
the planet's colour, the study 
published in the journal Nature 
Communications suggested.

“We’re not the fi rst to con-
sider ferrihydrite as the reason 
for why Mars is red, but we can 
now better test this using ob-

servational data and novel lab-
oratory methods to essentially 
make Martian dust in the lab,” 
said lead author Adam Valan-
tinas, a postdoctoral fellow at 
Brown University, US.

“From our analysis, we 
believe ferrihydrite is every-
where in the dust and also prob-
ably in the rock formations as 
well,” Valantinas added.

However, because ferrihy-
drite forms in the presence of 
cool water and at lower tem-
peratures than minerals pre-
viously thought to render the 
red colour, such as hematite, 
the findings suggest that Mars 
may have had an environment 
capable of sustaining liquid 
water.

Mars’ environment is be-

lieved to have transitioned 
from wet to dry billions of years 
ago when its atmosphere was 
stripped away by solar winds. 

The planet had a weak magnet-
ic fi eld (due to a cooling core), 
which failed to protect it from 
the solar winds, leaving Mars 

dry and cold.
The study analysed data 

gathered from multiple mis-
sions to Mars conducted by 
space agencies, including NA-
SA and the European Space 
Agency. The team then com-
pared the results with those 
from lab experiments, where 
they tested how light interacts 
with ferrihydrite particles and 
other minerals under simulat-
ed Martian conditions.

Analysis of samples from 
Mars, currently being collect-
ed by NASA's Perseverance 
rover, will reveal whether the 
team's fi ndings -- proposed as 
a theory for Mars's formation 
-- are defi nitively correct. The 
rover was launched in July 2020 
and landed on Mars in Febru-

ary 2021.
The researchers aim to un-

derstand Mars's ancient cli-
mate and its chemical process-
es to better determine if the 
planet was once habitable.

“To understand that, you 
need to understand the condi-
tions during the time of this 
mineral’s formation. Those 
conditions were very different 
from today's dry, cold environ-
ment,” Valantinas said.

“What we know from this 
study is that the evidence 
points to ferrihydrite forming, 
and for that to happen, there 
must have been conditions 
where oxygen from the air or 
other sources and water could 
react with iron,” the lead au-
thor explained.

Iron mineral reason for Mars’ red colour, study suggests
What we 
know from 
this study 

is that the evidence 
points to ferrihydrite 
forming, and for that 
to happen, there must 
have been conditions 
where oxygen from 
the air or other 
sources and water 
could react with iron
ADAM VALANTINAS I 
POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW AT 
BROWN UNIVERSITY IN US

Former dy hotel 
manager held for
`24.17 lakh fraud

AGENCIES

Balasore, Feb 26: A local 
court has sentenced three 
members of a dacoity gang to 
seven years of rigorous im-
prisonment (RI) and imposed 
a penalty of `17,000 each.

In case of non-payment, 
they will have to serve an ad-
ditional 17 months of impris-
onment, Judge Biswajit Das 
ordered.

The verdict was based on 
the testimony of seven wit-
nesses and 30 documents. This 
is the first conviction under 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS) in the district.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the town police, acting 
on credible intelligence in-
puts, raided an abandoned 
house near Balighat, where 
the accused were planning 
an armed dacoity and appre-
hended six armed criminals 
during a late-night raid Au-
gust 23, 2024.

During the operation, the 

police recovered deadly weap-
ons, country-made bombs and 
six stolen motorcycles from 
the accused persons from the 
spot.

Police arrested three of the 
accused and upon interroga-
tion, they confessed that they 
were hatching a dacoity plan 
in Barabati and using stolen 
motorcycles for their crimes. 
However, their plot was foiled 
by timely police intervention.

After a thorough investi-
gation, 11 more stolen motor-
cycles were seized from the 
possession of accused persons. 
The motorcycles were handed 
over to the rightful owners af-
ter verifying their documents.

Later, the accused were ar-
rested and forwarded to the 
court.

During the trial, the defence 
questioned the credibility of 
police witnesses, but the court 
upheld the prosecution’s case 
based on strong evidence, in-
cluding the seizure of incrim-
inating materials.

3 members of dacoity 
gang get 7-year RI AGENCIES

Bhadrak, Feb 26: A clash 
between two families over a 
land dispute claimed the life of 
a person and left three others 
critically injured in Bhadrak 
district Wednesday, police said.

The incident took place at 
Chhatrapada village under Pi-
rahat police station limits in 
the district.

According to police, a verbal 
duel between the families of 
Abani Nayak and Amulya Nay-
ak soon turned violent. “Abani 
allegedly died on the spot after 
being attacked by members of 
Amulya’s family, while three 
members of Amulya’s family 
sustained critical injuries in 
the fi ght,” police said.

Following the incident, Aba-
ni’s wife Sarojini lodged a com-
plaint at Pirahat police station, 
alleging that Amulya’s family 
members were responsible 
for her husband’s death, said 
sub-inspector Champabati Mo-
hanty, who is the investigation 
offi cer for the case.

Upon receiving information, 
a police team reached the vil-
lage and launched a probe.

1 killed, 3 injured in 
clash over land dispute

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

 Balasore, Feb 26: Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) and Indi-
an Navy conducted successful 
fl ight trials of the fi rst-of-its-
kind naval anti-ship missile 
(NASM-SR) from Chandipur’s 
Integrated Test Range (ITR), 
offi cials said Wednesday.

The trials, which were con-
ducted Tuesday, demonstrated 
the missile’s capability against 
ship targets while launched 
from an Indian Naval Sea King 
Helicopter, they added. 

“The trials have proven the 
missile’s ‘man-in-loop’ feature 
and scored a direct hit on a 
small ship target in sea-skim-
ming mode at its maximum 
range. The missile uses an 
indigenous imaging infra-red 
seeker for terminal guidance. 
The mission also demonstrat-
ed the high bandwidth two-way 
data-link system, which is used 
to transmit the seeker’s live 
images back to the pilot for 
in-fl ight retargeting,” offi cials 

added.
“The missile uses an in-

digenous fi ber optic gyro-
scope-based INS and radio 
altimeter for its mid-course 
guidance, an integrated avion-
ics module, electro-mechanical 
actuators for aerodynamic and 
jet vane control, thermal bat-
teries, and PCB warhead. It 
uses solid propulsion with an 
in-line ejectable booster and a 
long-burn sustainer. The trials 
have met all the mission objec-
tives,” they said.

The missile has been devel-
oped by different laboratories 
of DRDO, including Research 
Centre Imarat, Defence Re-
search and Development Lab-
oratory, High Energy Materi-
als Research Laboratory, and 
Terminal Ballistics Research 
Laboratory.

These missiles are current-
ly being produced by develop-
ment-cum-production partners 
with the help of MSMEs, start-
ups, and other production part-
ners, offi cials said.

The state government has 
sanctioned `10 crore for 

the development of Akhan-
dalamani temple and its pe-
riphery, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Pravati Parida said after 
offering prayers at the Shiva 
shrine in Bhadrak district 
Wednesday.

Odia Language, Literature 
and Culture Minister Sury-
abanshi Suraj and Bhadrak 
MLA Sitansu Sekhar Mohapa-
tra also accompanied Parida.

Parida expressed her grat-
itude for having the opportu-
nity to visit the temple. “The 
government has sanctioned 
`10 crore for development of 
Akhandalamani temple and 
its periphery. More funds will 
be allocated, if needed,” Parida 
said.

Suraj thanked the Deputy 
CM for the announcement and 
assured that the state govern-

ment would take all necessary 
steps for the temple’s uplift-
ment.

A servitor holds ‘Mahadeepa’ atop Lingaraj temple and Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, along with other dignitaries, offers prayers on the occasion PICS: BIKASH NAYAK

`10 crore for Akhandalamani temple devpt

INDIA SUCCESSFULLY TESTS 
NAVAL ANTI-SHIP MISSILE
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33.0°
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30.6°

20.3°
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I Saraswati Dash, 
Wife of  Army No. 
13920044P, Hony Nb/
Sub, Shyam Sundar 
Dash (Retd.) residing 
at Karanjia, WD No. 
15, P.S.: Karanjia, Dist.: 
Mayurbhanj, Odisha 
have changed my name 
and date of  birth from 
Sarswati date of  birth 
01.07.1953 to name 
Saraswati Dash and date 
of  birth is 18.11.1953 
vide affi davit No. 2335 
dated 15.02.2025 before 
Notary, Karanjia Dist.: 
Mayurbhanj, Odisha.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: A del-
egation of environmental ac-
tivists, including members of 
the Mahanadi Bachao Andolan 
(MBA) and Odisha Environ-
mental Society (OES), met Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
to raise concerns over rising 
pollution levels in the Gangua, 
Daya, and Mahanadi rivers, as 
well as Chilika Lake. The dele-
gation also submitted an eight-
point charter of demands at the 
CM’s residence Wednesday.

The activists highlighted 
that pollution in the Daya riv-
er has reached hazardous lev-
els, leading to multiple chol-
era outbreaks in the Kanas 
area of Puri district, resulting 
in seven deaths. They urged 
the government to take imme-
diate action to decontaminate 
the river, which serves as a 
crucial source of drinking wa-

ter for nearby residents.
The delegation also de-

manded that the Gandhaba-
ti river, now reduced to the 
polluted Gangua nullah, 
be officially recognised as 
a river. 

Additionally, they called for 
the involvement of river ex-
perts, environmentalists, and 
local committees in the revival 
of the Gangua nullah, rather 
than limiting the project to the 
Water Resources department.

Further demands included 
making Chilika Lake pollu-
tion-free and restructuring 

the Chilika Development 
Authority (CDA) by incorpo-
rating experts, environmen-
talists, and representatives 
from fishermen’s organisa-
tions. They also opposed the 
proposed National Highway 
route near Chilika, citing po-
tential damage to the lake’s 
delicate ecosystem.

The delegation comprised 
Krishna Chandra Jagdev, Jaya 
Krushna Panigrahi, Sacchikant 
Pradhan, Bijoy Kumar Prad-
han, Prasanna Bisoi, and Maha-
nadi Bachao Andolan convener 
Sudarsan Das.

Activists urge river cleanup
Push for steps to restore waterways, tackle pollution, and safeguard biodiversity

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: The 
Infocity police Wednesday 
arrested a 46-year-old man 
Wednesday for allegedly at-
tempting to coerce a minor 
girl into sexual advances in 
Sikharchandi Nagar. 

The incident occurred Mon-
day (February 24) afternoon 
when the minor was alone at 
home, as her parents and elder 
sister were away at work. 

According to Inspec-
tor-in-Charge (IIC) Mahendra 
Kumar Sahu, the accused, 
Rajesh Behera, a resident of 
Goudasahi village in Ganjam 
district, lived in the same neigh-
borhood as the victim’s family.

The police reported that 
Rajesh entered the house while 
the minor was asleep and at-
tempted to force himself on her. 
When the girl resisted, he fl ed the 
scene after threatening to kill her 
if she revealed the incident. Up-
on returning home, the victim 
informed her parents, who im-
mediately fi led a complaint at 
the Infocity police station.

Rajesh has been charged 
under multiple sections of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC), in-
cluding Sections 333, 296, 115 
(2), 75 (2), and 351 (2), as well as 
Section 6 of the Protection of 

Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act. He was produced 
before a local court Wednesday, 
where the police sought further 
remand for investigation.

The case has sparked out-
rage in the community, with 
locals demanding stricter ac-
tion against such crimes. IIC 
Sahu assured that the police 
are conducting a thorough in-
vestigation to ensure justice 
for the victim. The incident 
highlights the vulnerability 
of minors in the absence of 
parental supervision and the 
need for heightened vigilance 
in residential areas.

Man held for sexual 
assault on minor girl

Researchers at the Indian 
Institute of Technology 
(IIT) Indore have discov-

ered an innovative way to en-
hance the strength of concrete 
by incorporating food waste 
and a special type of bacteria. 

This breakthrough not only 
improves construction dura-
bility but also contributes to 
reducing carbon emissions, 
offering a sustainable solu-
tion for the construction 
industry.

According to Professor 
Sandeep Chaudhary from IIT 
Indore’s Department of Civil 
Engineering, the process in-
volves mixing food waste with 
non-pathogenic bacteria (a va-
riety of E. Coli). 

When food waste decompos-
es, it releases carbon dioxide, 

which, when combined with 
calcium ions in concrete, forms 
calcium carbonate crystals. 
These crystals effectively fi ll 
cracks and voids, reinforcing 
the concrete without signifi -

cantly increasing its weight.
“We experimented by mixing 

non-pathogenic bacteria with 
food waste, such as rotten fruit 
pulp and peels, in concrete. The 
result was remarkable—our 

tests showed that the strength 
of the concrete nearly doubled,” 
Chaudhary explained.

One of the key advantages of 
this method is that the bacteria 
stop growing once the cracks 
and holes are completely fi lled, 
ensuring long-term durability 
without any structural damage. 

The research focused on com-
monly discarded domestic food 
waste, including caulifl ower 
stalks, potato peels, fenugreek 
stems, orange peels, and spoiled 
fruit like rotten papaya pulp.

To effectively integrate food 
waste into concrete, research-
ers categorized it based on 
moisture content. Low-mois-
ture waste was processed into 
a powder and mixed with wa-
ter to create a uniform liquid, 
while high-moisture waste 
was turned into pulp before 
being added to the mixture.

Professor Hemchandra Jha 
from IIT Indore’s Department 
of Biosciences and Biomedical 
Engineering, who also con-
tributed to the study, pointed 
out that previous attempts to 
use bacteria in concrete in-

volved synthetic chemicals, 
making the process costly and 
less eco-friendly. By replacing 
synthetic chemicals with food 
waste, IIT Indore has made 
this technique both more af-
fordable and sustainable.

“The food waste dissolves 
easily in water along with 
the bacteria, making it an 
efficient additive for con-
crete. This method not only 
strengthens structures but 
also provides a practical way 
to manage food waste and re-
duce environmental impact,” 
Jha added.

This research has the poten-
tial to revolutionize construc-
tion practices, promoting 
eco-friendly solutions while 
ensuring stronger, longer-last-
ing buildings.   PTI

Food waste boosts concrete strength: IIT Indore
RESEARCHERS FOUND THAT 

MIXING FOOD WASTE 
AND BACTERIA IN CONCRETE 
DOUBLES ITS STRENGTH WHILE 
REDUCING CARBON EMISSIONS

THE METHOD REPLACES 
COSTLY SYNTHETIC 

CHEMICALS WITH 
BIODEGRADABLE WASTE, 
MAKING CONSTRUCTION 
MORE DURABLE AND 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: The 
Subhadra Shakti Mela 2025 at 
Janata Maidan continues to 
witness an overwhelming re-
sponse, with thousands fl ocking 
to explore a wide array of hand-
crafted SHG products. The bus-
tling food court remains a major 
attraction, offering millet-based 

delicacies, organic produce, and 
traditional Odia cuisines that 
are in high demand.

Coinciding with Maha Shi-
varatri, the mela saw a surge 
in cultural vibrancy. Renowned 
artist Barnali Hota captivated 

the audience with her soulful 
renditions, while the Guru 
Gangadhar Gotipua Gurukul 
showcased a mesmerising Go-
tipua dance performance, cele-
brating Odisha’s rich heritage.

A key highlight of the fi fth day 

was the visit of former Union 
Minister of State for Tribal Af-
fairs and Jal Shakti, Bisweswar 
Tudu. He engaged with SHG 
members, applauding their 
entrepreneurial efforts and re-
affi rming the government’s 
support for tribal artisans and 
women-led enterprises.

The festival’s enthusiasm 
translated into impressive footfall 
and a cumulative sales turnover 
of Rs 1.64 crore by the fi fth day. 
The strong participation from 
buyers and business enthusi-
asts is opening new avenues for 
Mission Shakti SHGs, expanding 
their market reach. With four 
days remaining, the mela 
promises more cultural ex-
travaganzas, greater business 
prospects, and enhanced op-
portunities for SHG members.

Subhadra Shakti Mela draws massive crowd
Maha Shivaratri added 
cultural vibrancy to the 

mela with Barnali Hota’s 
soulful music and a 

mesmerising Gotipua 
dance by Guru 

Gangadhar Gotipua 
Gurukul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 26: The Su-
preme Court has ruled that a 
landowner cannot be denied 
the right to use their land in-
defi nitely due to prolonged 
government inaction. The apex 
court emphasised that statuto-
ry restrictions on land use must 
not be open-ended, ensuring 
that landowners are not left 
in limbo for years without any 
resolution.

A bench comprising Justices 
JB Pardiwala and R Mahadevan 
made this observation while 
overturning an order passed 
by the Bombay High Court. 
The court underscored that 
once restrictions are imposed 
on a landowner regarding land 
usage, such limitations cannot 
remain unresolved indefi nitely. 

“The landowner cannot 
be deprived of the use of the 
land for years together. Once 
an embargo has been put on a 
landowner not to use the land 
in a particular manner, the 
said restriction cannot be kept 
open-ended for an indefi nite 
period,” the bench remarked.

Referring to Section 127 of 
the Maharashtra Regional and 
Town Planning Act, 1966, the 
court criticised the prolonged 
reservation of land in a devel-
opment plan for over three de-
cades. 

The Supreme Court pointed 
out that not only were the origi-
nal owners unable to utilize the 
land, but the authorities were 
also preventing subsequent 
purchasers from making use 
of it.

The bench highlighted the le-
gal framework governing land 
acquisition, stating, "The stat-
ute has provided a period of ten 
years to acquire the land under 
Section 126 of the Maharashtra 

Regional and Town Planning 
Act, 1966. An additional one-
year period is granted to the 
landowner to serve a notice 
for land acquisition, prior to 
the amendment introduced by 
Maharashtra Act 42 of 2015. 
Such timelines are sacrosanct 
and must be adhered to by the 
state or its authorities.”

The court was hearing a 
case concerning the owners of 
a 2.47-hectare vacant plot, who 
had submitted a Land Devel-
opment Plan for its utilization. 
While the initial development 
plan was sanctioned, a revised 
plan in 1993 reserved a portion 
of the land for a private school. 
However, from 1993 to 2006, Ma-
harashtra authorities failed to 
take any concrete steps to ac-
quire the property, leading to 
prolonged uncertainty for the 
landowners.

With this ruling, the Su-
preme Court has reinforced the 
necessity for state authorities 
to act within legal timeframes 
and prevent unnecessary hard-
ships for landowners by indefi -
nitely delaying land acquisition 
processes.

'Land cannot be 
held indefi nitely'

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: As part 
of the 6th Odisha Travel Ba-
zaar, a familiarisation tour for 
foreign tour operators (FTOs) 
has been organised to highlight 
Odisha’s rich cultural, histori-
cal, and natural heritage. The 
event, jointly hosted by the 
Tourism department and FIC-
CI, aims to position the state as 
a top global travel destination.

The tour covered key sites, 
including Lalitgiri, a major 
Buddhist site in Odisha’s Dia-
mond Triangle, and Bhitarkan-
ika National Park, known for its 
mangrove forests and crocodile 
habitats. 

Operators also visited Pentha 
Beach, Udayagiri and Khanda-
giri Caves, Kala Bhoomi Craft 
Museum, and the UNESCO-list-
ed Konark Sun Temple. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: The 
Odisha Parents Federation (OPF) 
has raised objections to the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Educa-
tion’s (CBSE) proposal to con-
duct Class X board exams twice 
a year, calling it a reversal of 
stress-free education principles.

According to reports, the new 
framework is open for public 
review, allowing stakeholders 
to submit suggestions and feed-
back until March 9. The fi nal 
policy will be formulated after 
considering the received in-
puts. The OPF pointed out that 
under the National Education 
Policy (NEP), it was initially de-
cided that board exams would 
not be mandatory until Class 
XII to ensure a stress-free learn-
ing environment. However, in-
troducing a biannual exam sys-
tem for Class X contradicts this 
objective and may reintroduce 
pressure on students.

OPF opposes CBSE’s 
biannual board exams

Visitors discover 
Odisha’s wonders

SERVICE TO SOCIETY: On the occasion of Maha Shivaratri, volunteers from the Indian Red Cross Society, Odisha Branch, set up a medical camp outside 
Lingaraj Temple in Bhubaneswar, Wednesday     OP PHOTO

Accused breaks into 
minor’s home, threatens 

her after assault

Rajesh has been 
charged under 
multiple sections 
of the Indian Penal 
Code, including 
Sections 333, 296, 115 
(2), 75 (2), and 351 
(2), as well as Section 
6 of the (POCSO) Act
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Bhawanipatna, Feb 26: Stud-
ies at Maa Manikeswari Uni-
versity here has taken a beating 
as 91 out of the 112 sanctioned 
teaching posts are lying vacant, 
according to reports.   

The Kalahandi University 
was offi cially renamed as Maa 
Manikeswari University in 
2023. However, the educational 
institution continues to face a 
severe staff shortage, evoking 
sharp reactions from students, 
academicians and intellectuals 
of the district.

According to data tabled in 
the Assembly, the university 
has a total of 112 sanctioned 
posts for professors, assistant 
professors and associate profes-
sors. However, only 21 of these 
positions are currently occu-
pied, leaving 91 of them vacant.

Shortage of faculty has crip-
pled various departments, if a 
department-wise break-up of 
vacant posts are any indica-

tion. There are seven vacancies 
in Botany, one in Anthropolo-
gy, seven in Commerce, six in 
Economics, seven in Education, 
four in English, seven in Chem-
istry, four in Geography, seven 
in History, seven in Odia, fi ve 
in Physics, seven in Mathemat-
ics, four in Political Science, 
seven in Sanskrit, four in So-
ciology, and seven in Zoology, 
the data revealed.

Currently, the university has 
27 regular faculty members, 
supplemented by 48 guest lec-
turers. Additionally, all 90 
non-teaching (sanctioned) po-
sitions in various categories 
remain vacant. 

Only eight regular staff mem-
bers are in place.

The state government had 
sanctioned `47.32 crore for in-
frastructure development of 
the university during 2020–25 of 
which `36.66 crore has already 
been disbursed.

The university has juris-
diction over Kalahandi and 

Nuapada districts. Recent-
ly, Dharamgarh MLA Sud-
hir Ranjan Pattjoshi raised 
questions in the Assembly 
regarding the amount spent 
on the infrastructure devel-
opment of the university and 
the number of vacant faculty 
and staff positions February 
21, 2025. He also sought to 
know whether the state gov-
ernment has taken steps to 
provide independent grants 
for the institution.

In response, Higher Edu-
cation Minister Suryabanshi 
Suraj provided information 
about the vacant positions 
and the grants allocated for 
the university’s development. 
He acknowledged that short-
age of staff has affected opera-
tions and stated that the state 
government takes necessary 
steps each year to fi ll vacant 
positions.

Additionally, funds are allo-
cated as required for the uni-
versity’s infrastructure, and 
legal issues are being addressed 
through appropriate govern-
ment measures, he added.

Vacancies hit studies at 
Maa Manikeswari Univ

VITAL STATS

Only 21 of 112 sanctioned 
positions at Maa 

Manikeswari University are 
fi lled

All 90 non-teaching positions 
in various categories 

remain vacant

Out of `47.32 crore 
sanctioned for 

infrastructure development at 
the university, `36.66 crore has 
been disbursed
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Bhubaneswar/Berhampur, 
Feb 26: As thousands of dev-
otees across Odisha make 
a beeline to temples on the 
auspicious occasion of Maha 
Shivratri, demand for Keta-
ki, or screw pine fl ower, has 
soared.

The thorny fl ower was sell-
ing between `600 and `1,000 
near Loknath Temple in Puri 
and for `600 to `800 near Ling-
araj Temple in Bhubaneswar 
Wednesday.

The demand for Ketaki stems 
from the fact that it is offered 
to Mahadev only on Maha 
Shivratri.

Ketaki is a variety of the ‘Ke-
wra’ and its botanical name is 
Pandanus fascicularis. The 

fl ower blooms only during this 
period. While ‘Kewra’ is abun-
dantly grown in six coastal 
blocks of Ganjam district, Ke-
taki is rarely found in the area, 
said Sushant Kumar Nayak of 
Golanthara in Ganjam district.

High demand and rare avail-
ability are the main reasons 
behind the steep price of the 
fl ower, said Ketaki seller B 
Simadri of Tulu. “Last year, I 
collected around 25 pieces, but 
this year, I could gather only a 
dozen,” he added.

Farmers in Ganjam district 
export this rare fl ower to sev-
eral towns across the state, in-
cluding Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, 
Puri, Sambalpur, and Koraput, 
said Bhagaban Behera, a fl ower 
seller.

Many fl ower sellers from 

these towns placed their or-
ders well ahead of Shivratri, 
he added.

Devotees believe that offering 
Ketaki fl owers to Lord Shiva on 
Maha Shivratri helps them get 
the blessings of the Lord and 
fulfi ll their wishes.

Mythology says Ketaki was 
once cursed by Lord Shiva and 
prohibited from being used in 
rituals. However, the deity lat-
er allowed its offering on just 
one day—Maha Shivratri, ex-
plained Ashok Kumar Padhy, a 
priest. Bala Krushna Pradhan, 
a resident of Shakti Nagar in 
Berhampur, said he has been 
offering Ketaki to the Lord 
Shiva for several years.

“I bought the fl ower for `400 
this year, whereas last year, I 
got it for `300,” he added.

Ketaki prices soar amid Maha Shivaratri rush
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Paralakhemundi, Feb 26: The 
once perennial Mahendratan-
aya river is now drying up, 
causing water scarcity even 
before the onset of summer. 
Farmers of Gosani and Rayaga-
da blocks, who rely on the river 
for irrigation, are increasingly 
worried about their crops. 

According to reports, farm-
ers of these two blocks have 
cultivated vegetables on thou-
sands hectares of farmlands. 
However, the depleting water 
level of Mahendratanaya has 
left them in distress as irrigat-
ing their farmlands has become 
an arduous task.   

Last year’s insuffi cient rain-
fall and a decline in natural 
spring sources led to complete 

drying up of the river.  
Farmers said the river has 

started drying up earlier than 
expected this year. This has 
severely impacted the farm-
ers of Agarakhandi, Kerandi, 
Upalada, Kharasanda, Mad-
husudanpur, Baghasala, and 

Katalkai ha panchayats in 
Gosani block. Hundreds of 
farmers in these areas depend 
on the river to cultivate their 
seasonal vegetable crops.

Like last year, irrigation 
problem persists this year 
which has been exacerbated 

by the release of water to the 
upstream from the anicut near 
Siripur. Water has been di-
verted from the lift irrigation 
projects. Additionally, the sur-
plus water from the anicut is 
fl owing into Andhra Pradesh, 
further worsening the crisis.

Concerned about the situa-
tion, farmers and local repre-
sentatives had informed Zilla 
Parishad chairman G Tirupa-
ti Rao. In response, Rao and 
Paralakhemundi MLA Rupesh 
Panigrahi held discussions 
with District Collector Bijay 
Kumar Das while apprising 
him about the development. 

After hearing their concerns, 
the Collector assured them that 
a solution to the water crisis 
would be worked out as soon 
as possible.

SHOW OF COMPASSION: A man feeding grams to pigeons near the Collectorate in Sambalpur Wednesday OP PHOTO

Dry Mahendratanaya leaves farmers in a fi x

POST NEWS NETWORK

Hatadihi, Feb 26: Close on 
the heels of an audit report 
exposing misappropriation 
of more than `82.42 lakh in 
society funds at Mareigaon 
Services Cooperative Society 
in this block of Keonjhar dis-
trict, the administration has 
assured of action against the 
society secretary. Deputy Reg-
istrar of Cooperative Societies 
(DRCS), Keonjhar Subhrakan-
ti Tung said that action will 
soon be taken against the 
society secretary Sarat Ku-
mar Sethy and the manage-
ment committee, reports said 
Wednesday.

The misappropriation was 
uncovered in the audit report 
for fi nancial year 2021–22. Fol-
lowing this, directors of the 
society’s management commit-
tee appeared before Keonjhar 
DRCS offi ce February 12 this 
year. They also later submit-
ted relevant documents to the 
DRCS which said that upon fur-
ther review, an additional `10 
lakh in misappropriated funds 
was identifi ed. The authorities 
are also intending to recover 
this amount.

Investigations revealed that 
the secretary withdrew `3 lakh 
for construction of the society 
building and repairs several 
months ago but questions were 
raised about the utilization of 

the funds as he did not submit 
the utilisation certifi cate (UC). 
When pressure mounted, Sethy 
reportedly deposited `3 lakh 
back into the bank in lieu of 
missing fertilisers.

Sources said the DRCS had 
earlier issued an order De-
cember 7, 2024 directing disci-
plinary action against Sethy. 
A show-cause notice was also 
issued to the management com-
mittee. The matter has since 
reached the offi ces of the Chief 
Minister and the Chief Secre-
tary, with a formal complaint 
lodged January 30.

It has also come to the fore 
that pressure is mounting on 
the society’s directors and the 
secretary after the DRCS made 
the announcement. It is alleged 
that the offi ce bearers are seek-
ing political intervention to 
suppress the matter and ward 
of any action on them.

FUND EMBEZZLEMENT

DRCS: Action soon against 
Mareigaon Coop Society secy
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Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: The 
body of a 17-year-old boy, who 
went missing February 24, 
was found under a tree in a 
forest area of Deogarh district 
Wednesday, a police offi cer 
said.

The deceased has been identi-
fi ed as Amit Munda, a resident 
of Tungamal village in the dis-
trict. 

The body was covered with 
dry leaves so that it cannot be 
detected easily, the offi cer said.

While passing by the area, 
someone from the village saw 
the body and informed the po-
lice. 

“The body has a severe in-
jury mark on the head and the 
boy was tied up with a rope. We 
suspect it is a murder case. We 
have detained two of his class-
mates for questioning,” the of-
fi cer said.

Munda’s body will be hand-
ed over to his family members 
after post-mortem, police said.

RAJESH MOHANTY, OP

Rourkela, Feb 26: Construc-
tion of a huge park funded by 
Rourkela Smart City Limited 
(RMCL) at Koel Nagar here has 
hit roadblocks due to shortage 
of funds, according to reports. 

The construction work is be-
ing taken up by Forest Corpo-
ration of Odisha (FCO) under 
the supervision of its divisional 
manager.

The foundation stone for 
the recreational facility with 
an initial investment of `15.33 
crore was laid in March 2021. 
The project is being built on 
34 acre of land on the bank of 
River Koel - between the in-
take well and ‘D’ block at Koel 
Nagar. The park was supposed 
to be inaugurated by then chief 
minister Naveen Patnaik in 
November 2023. However, the 
work has been delayed.

In the initial phase, `10 crore 
was granted while another `12 
crore was pumped in to fi nish 
the construction later, signal-
ing a cost overrun. When this 
was brought to the notice of the 
ADM, Commissioner of Rourke-
la Municipal Corporation (RMC) 
and CEO of RMCL Ashutosh 
Kulkarni said, “The work for 

the park is being taken up on 
war-footing and the same will be 
completed by next month. Total 
project cost of the park will be 
between `32-35 crore as per the 
revised estimate.”

However, it is learnt from 
reliable sources that funds for 
the park have dried up and FCO 
has stopped the construction 
work. Meanwhile, several at-
tempts by this correspondent 
to speak to the FCO divisional 
manager Biswajit Rout failed.

When asked, Rourkela MLA 
Sarada Nayak said, “This is 
complete apathy of the state 
government that projects start-
ed by us are completely neglect-
ed or delayed. And Rourkela is 
at the receiving end.”

The park spread over 34 
acres, if completed, will have 
three marriage pandals, two 
large ponds, food court, yoga 
court, walking track among 
other facilities for the public.

Koel Nagar park work 
marred by fund crunch MURDER SUSPECTED

Missing boy found dead in Deogarh forest
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Basudevpur/Soro, Feb 26: A 
man accused of murdering his 
girlfriend over a failed love af-
fair tried to end his life by con-
suming poison after spotting 
police offi cers who had come 
to arrest him at Chudamani 
village under Basudevpur po-
lice limits in Bhadrak district 
Wednesday. 

The accused, Biswaranjan 
Puhan, had killed his estranged 
girlfriend Jyotirmayee Rana by 
slitting her throat at Lingapa-
da village in Soro of Balasore 
district three days ago. He had 
been on the run since then. 

Soro police formed a special 
team and, with assistance from 
Basudevpur police, arrested 
him from Chudamani village 
Wednesday morning.

As police attempted to take 
him into custody, Biswaran-
jan reportedly tried to escape. 
Finding no way out, he con-
sumed poison and jumped 
into a nearby pond. Author-
ities rescued him in critical 
condition and shifted him to 
Basudevpur Hospital before 
transferring him to Balasore 
for further treatment.

Biswaranjan had brutal-
ly murdered Jyotirmayee in 
broad daylight at Lingapada 
Monday. He had been harass-
ing her after she refused his 
marriage proposal. 

Jyotirmayee had fi led a com-
plaint at Soro police station two 
days ago against Biswaranjan 
for harassing her. 

Suicide bid by Soro 
murder accused

Rourkela: A youth died when he 
lost control over his motorcycle 
that hit the road divider near 
TISCO Chowk at Chhend here. 
According to sources, Satya 
Ranjan Das, a resident of 
Chhend, was killed as his bike 
broke the boundary of a nearby 
house before landing on the 
asbestos roof of the house. The 
accident took place around 9pm 
Tuesday. Soon, locals informed 
Chhend police and Das was 
shifted to Rourkela Government 
Hospital where he was declared 
dead. Police have registered 
a case of unnatural death and 
started an investigation.

YOUTH KILLED
IN MISHAP



T he United Nations Conferences on Financing for Development 
have been great occasions for building consensus on global fi -
nancing issues. The next meeting, set for mid-2025 in Spain, will 

continue the progress made previously in Monterrey (2002), Doha (2008), 
and Addis Ababa (2015), and preparations are already underway with 
the launch of two major background documents. While a “Zero Draft” 
will serve as the basis for the negotiations, delegates also will consider 
a set of proposals from an international commission of experts that I 
had the honor of coordinating. Both refl ect the ambition to build on the 
Addis Ababa Action Agenda.

The central objective of this process is to support developing coun-
tries’ growth strategies. The commission of experts emphasized the 
need to restore and strengthen the transformative role of the state, 
envisioning it as a key driver of development and structural transfor-
mation. That means emphasizing the quality as well as the quantity of 
resources that are mobilized, and replacing a short-term project-focused 
agenda with one geared toward collectively defi ned longer-term goals. 
Each task calls for strengthening the currently weakened multilateral 
system and creating new regional platforms.

A crucial issue is public-sector over-indebtedness, which affects about 
one-third of developing countries, while several others face high debt 
levels and interest costs. This problem stems from the large fi scal im-
balances during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the rise in interest rates in recent years. Man-
aging it will require an ambitious short-term 
renegotiation instrument, which can build on 
the G20’s 2020 Common Framework for Debt 
Treatments. This time, however, the renegoti-
ation process must be faster, and access should 
be extended to middle-income countries. In the 
long term, we need a permanent mechanism for 
sovereign debt restructuring, which could be 
housed either in the UN or the International 
Monetary Fund, provided, in the latter case, 
that it remains independent of the IMF Board.

Another urgent objective is to reinvigorate 
development fi nancing. An estimated $4 tril-
lion more is needed annually to fund the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals. Mobilizing 
these resources will require offi cial develop-
ment assistance on the scale that high-income 
countries committed to decades ago: “0.7% of 
gross national income to developing countries 
and 0.15-0.20% of GNI to least developed coun-
tries.” Most developed countries have failed 
to hit these targets, and the funds directed to 
low-income countries have actually decreased 
in recent years.

A second priority in this area is to increase 
the fi nancing available from multilateral devel-
opment banks (MDBs) and support the expan-
sion of national development banks' activities 
(or the creation of such institutions in the de-
veloping countries lacking them). Such efforts 
must include more fi nancing in local currencies to mitigate the risks 
of debt escalation from exchange-rate depreciation, and support for 
the development of domestic bond markets in these countries. Beyond 
traditional lending, these institutions also should support developing 
countries' efforts to provide international public goods such as pan-
demic preparedness and prevention, climate-change mitigation and 
adaptation, and biodiversity protection.

Increasing environmentally sustainable fi nancing is crucial. While 
the recent Conferences of the Parties on climate change and biodiversity 
agreed to more fi nancing, their targets remain insuffi cient. This is par-
ticularly worrying now that biodiversity losses are mounting and global 
warming has already begun to exceed the 1.5o Celsius threshold set by 
the Paris climate agreement. In these areas, and in development fi nanc-
ing in general, greater private-sector involvement should be mobilized 
with the help of credits for environmental investments or complemen-
tary mechanisms such as loan guarantees from development banks.

Building adequate, progressive tax bases is also essential. We need 
to prevent multinationals from shifting their profi ts to low-tax juris-
dictions and tax havens, and ensure adequate tax payments by the 
wealthy. The fi rst of these objectives requires adopting the principle 
of “signifi cant economic presence,” according to which multinationals 
pay a fair share of taxes in all countries where they operate, including 
through cross-border services. For rich individuals, a global asset reg-
istry based on benefi cial ownership is essential.

The UN Tax Convention that is currently being negotiated could foster 
the international cooperation that these efforts require. But we also will 
need a coordinating institution, which could be created by transforming 
the current UN expert committee into an intergovernmental organ.

To support developing countries, IMF credit facilities should be im-
proved, and their conditionalities should be revised. But we also need 
two new Fund instruments: an international swap facility and a fund 
that can intervene in international markets for emerging and devel-
oping countries' bonds during downswings. These changes should be 
complemented by more frequent and strategically timed issuances of 
special drawing rights (SDRs, the IMF's reserve asset), with the funds 
fl owing into various mechanisms (including those within MDBs) to 
fi nance development or environmental goals while preserving their 
character as reserve assets.

In institutional terms, the most urgent priority is to promote region-
al monetary arrangements in the developing world. This, one hopes, 
would lead to a denser system of global and regional institutions, like 
what one fi nds with the MDBs.

In trade, the crucial issues are the need to uphold existing tariff com-
mitments made at the World Trade Organization, and negotiating a new 
agreement to set the limits of industrial policies, but with special and 
differential treatment for developing countries. It is also essential to 
include exceptions for intellectual property rights related to health and 
environmental technologies. And to ensure fairness in the functioning 
of commodity markets, we must promote greater use of international 
and national buffer stocks.

One issue that past Conferences on Financing for Development have 
not touched is international fi nancial regulation. Still, several import-
ant matters belong on this year’s agenda, including how to design or 
strengthen regulation of digital fi nancial assets, international credit rat-
ing agencies, and international commodity futures markets. A new global 
investment agreement is also desirable, and existing investment-protec-
tion agreements should be revisited to avoid demands against national 
provisions that protect social and environmental standards.

Finally, several institutional reforms warrant attention. In addition to 
establishing adequate institutions to manage renegotiation of sovereign 
debt, oversee international tax cooperation, and bolster international 
fi nancial cooperation, the world must heed the developing world’s long-
standing demand for greater “voice and participation” in the Bretton 
Woods institutions. That means establishing a fair allocation of capital 
shares, increasing these countries’ basic votes, and creating more open, 
inclusive processes for selecting each body’s leadership.

The writer is a former United Nations 
under-secretary-general and a former 

minister of fi nance and public 
credit of Colombia. 
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M
ost governments 
have been fa-
vouring the mid-
dle class, and the 

present dispensation too has 
done so in the recent budget. 
However, it needs to be point-
ed out that this class is hetero-
geneous, classifi ed by different 
occupations, education and 
income levels. The most im-
portant thing that needs to be 
understood is that the middle 
class cannot be considered as 
one unit as there is a wide dif-
ference in the income levels of 
the upper section and the low-
er section of this group.

It is believed that the mid-
dle class represents a sizable 
consumer market for both do-
mestic and global businesses. 
The economic potential of the 
middle class only became a 
major phenomenon in the 21st 
century when it started to at-
tract attention for its potential 
to drive global consumption. 
India’s contemporary middle 
class is more multi-dimen-
sional with economic growth 
since the 2000s spawning the 
formation of multiple middle 
classes -- an ‘old’ or established 
middle class and an emerging 
‘new’ middle class, a section 
of which is very much near to 
the rich. 

A section of this class also 
faces challenges such as in-
creasing joblessness, under-
employment, business failures 
and potential social unrest. 
Delving into the past, India’s 
middle class fi rst emerged in 
the early 19th century, when 
the British policies gave rise 
to a small group of educated, 
upper caste, English-speaking 
Indian elite. 

According to rough esti-
mates, just 6.6 crore Indians 
are middle class today. Most 
Indians earning $3-10 dollars a 
day may fi t this broad profi le. 
Economist Thomas Piketty 
and his Indian collaborators 

recently labelled this group as 
the middle 40 per cent, those 
between the top 10 per cent 
and the bottom 50 per cent in 
income terms. But the 40 per 
cent may be divided by the up-
per middle class constituting 
around 12 per cent and the rest 
belonging to the lower middle 
class. 

The wide variation of in-
come within India’s middle 
class yields a substantial di-
versity in spending patterns. 
The lower rungs of the middle 
class spend much of their in-
come on private healthcare 
and education, essential con-
sumables but very few have 
money left for purchase of as-
sets such as motorbikes and 
basic household appliances. 
However, it is only the upper 
rung that can afford to spend 
a part of their income not on-
ly on private healthcare and 
quality education but also 
discretionary spending. The 
upper middle class is more 
likely to own assets such as 
cars, computers and air con-
ditioners.

The recent justifi cation of 
raising the income tax relief 
limit to `12 lakh from the next 
fi nancial year – which, in ef-
fect, comes to `12.75 lakh (Rs 

75,000 being standard deduc-
tion) -- to enhance consump-
tion expenditure may not, 
however, be applicable to the 
whole group but to only the 
upper middle-income sections. 
A section of economists is of 
the opinion that this measure 
may not help in invigorating 
the economy as the reduced 
tax collection may hamper 
developmental expenditure, 
which could have improved 
the conditions of the lower 
echelons of society. 

Favouring the middle class 
has been a tenet with political 
parties and leaders. Keeping 
in view the total middle class, 
there is a tendency to ensure 
all sorts of favour to this sec-
tion. Though it would not ben-
efi t a big number, the 8th Pay 
Commission would further 
increase the pay scales of Cen-
tral government employees 
and put pressure on the state 
governments to revise the pay 
structure of their employees.

This widens the income in-
equality between the urban 
and the rural populations – 
government employees, on 
the one hand and unorganised 
sector workers, farmers and 
small shop-owners, on the oth-
er. Economists have predicted 

that farmers in agri-based 
economies like India have for 
long been subsidising the ur-
ban middle class. 

Note that in different parts 
of Central India, soybeans are 
presently selling at `3800-Rs 
4000 per quintal, way below 
its minimum support price 
of `4892 per quintal, pushing 
farmers’ incomes signifi cantly 
down. In fact, soybean prices 
are what they were in 2014 
whereas the salary of a mid-
dle-class salaried person has 
increased by around 25 per 
cent at the least. No wonder 
then that outstanding crop 
loan of farmers stood at near-
ly `35 lakh crore as of March 
2024 with Maharashtra leading 
with over `7 lakh crore. 

In view of the policies of 
pampering the middle-in-
come sections, the low-income 
groups are being left behind. 
Even with rising costs, a big 
percentage of the middle 
class whose annual income is 
around `5-6 lakh a year also do 
not benefi t in any way. 

If infrastructure develop-
ment needs to be intensifi ed, 
resource generation must be 
geared in a bigger way. It is 
strange why the government 
does not want to impose a one 
per cent tax on the super-rich, 
say for funding rural schools 
and health centres, which are 
in a dilapidated condition, and 
transferring the entire amount 
to say 40 to 50 schools and 
health centres in every state. 
Added to this, the incomes of 
professionals like doctors, en-
gineers and architects, not to 
speak of developers and build-
ers should be strictly moni-
tored and, if necessary, a spe-
cial cell should be created in 
the I-T department. A clearer 
picture would help the govern-
ment to make an informed de-
cision and refrain from going 
all out to woo the voter.  
 INFA
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Balancing work and childcare

Cyber scams 
Sir, It is alarming that cyber fraud has reached unprecedented levels 
in 2024, with scammers using AI-driven tactics like deepfake technol-
ogy, AI-generated voices, and phishing schemes on platforms such as 
WhatsApp, Telegram, and Instagram. India alone has suffered fi nan-
cial losses exceeding ̀ 11,000 crore in just six months, with an average 
daily loss of ̀ 60 crore. Fraudulent investment schemes, fake job offers, 
and deceptive e-commerce platforms continue to exploit unsuspecting 
individuals. In response, the Indian government, in collaboration with 
tech giants like Google and Meta, has intensifi ed efforts by shutting 
down scam-related domains, banning illegal digital lending apps, and 
strengthening intelligence sharing with banks and law enforcement 
agencies. To combat this growing menace, users must stay vigilant by 
verifying unknown callers, cross-checking job offers, enabling two-fac-
tor authentication, and reporting suspicious activities on platforms 
like the National Cybercrime Reporting Portal. The Citizen Financial 
Cyber Frauds Reporting and Management System has successfully 
recovered billions, emphasising the importance of swift action. As 
online threats evolve, a collective effort—through public awareness, 
stricter regulations, and enhanced industry-government collabora-
tion—is crucial to safeguarding digital security.

.  Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD

If you can always smile at life, 
life will always smile at you

 THE MOTHER WOOING THE MIDDLE CLASS 
POLICYMAKING

B alancing work and 
childcare is a signif-
icant challenge for 

working mothers, which we 
have been witnessing in both 
rural and urban areas. Man-
aging professional responsi-
bilities or work while ensur-
ing a child’s well-being often 
leads to stress and exhaustion. 
This struggle is especially pro-
nounced in nuclear families, 
where the absence of extended 
support places the entire bur-
den on parents. The lack of ac-
cessible, affordable, and reli-
able childcare options in the 
localities especially in rural 
areas forces many women to 
either leave their jobs or com-
promise their career growth.

A signifi cant number of 
women in India are com-
pelled to leave their jobs or 
don’t show an interest in em-
ployment due to the lack of 
reliable childcare options at 
the doorstep. According to a 
2020 study conducted by the 
National Sample Survey Or-
ganization (NSSO), approxi-
mately 30 per cent of working 
women either quit or reduce 
their working hours because 
of inadequate childcare facil-
ities or being overburdened 
with childcare. Additionally, 
more than 75 per cent of urban 

families rely on unpaid care-
givers, often leading to wom-
en shouldering the majority of 
domestic duties. Urban fami-
lies with low income have to 
pay 10 to 15 per cent of their 
income if they prefer for the 
childcare centre. The Periodic 
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 
2021-22 further highlights that 
44.5 per cent of women cited 
childcare and personal com-
mitments as primary reasons 
for not participating in the 
labour force. It has been ob-
served that the shift towards 
nuclear family structures 
has intensifi ed the childcare 
burden on parents, especially 
mothers. In nuclear families, 
the absence of extended fam-
ily support means that work-
ing women often struggle to 
balance professional work 
and childcare simultaneously. 
This dual responsibility often 
leads to stress, fatigue, and, in 
many cases, the decision to 
quit work.

Transforming Anganwadi 
centres into full-fl edged day 
care facilities can provide 
much-needed support to work-
ing women, enabling women 
to continue working without 
sacrifi cing their children’s 
care. Strengthening such ini-
tiatives is crucial for enhanc-

ing women’s participation in 
work and ensuring a more 
gender-equitable work-life 
balance. The transformation 
will help in the following 
ways; many women, especial-
ly in the informal sector (like 
domestic workers, street ven-
dors, and construction labor-
ers), do not have safe spaces to 
leave their children or don’t 
get permission to carry their 
children to the workplace. 
Women in the formal sector 
also struggle with childcare, 
leading to career breaks or 
reduced productivity. The 
availability of day-care at 
the doorstep can help wom-
en re-enter the workforce 
and sustain employment. 
Anganwadis already provide 
meals and health check-ups, 
which can be enhanced for 
longer hours in full-fl edged 
day-care centres. Structured 
early childhood education and 
play-based learning will help 
in better school readiness. 
Women bear a dispropor-
tionate burden of childcare 
in a family. Since every vil-
lage and urban ward has an 
Anganwadi centre, access to 
free or affordable and acces-
sible day-care services allows 
shared responsibility and re-
duces pressure on women.

There are several require-
ments for transforming An-
ganwadi centres into fully 
operational day-care centres. 
Anganwadis already pos-
sess basic facilities, trained 
workers, and nutrition pro-
grammes. With some enhance-
ments—such as improved 
staffi ng, extended hours, and 
additional play materials—
they can evolve into com-
prehensive day-care centres. 
This approach is cost-effec-
tive compared to establishing 
new infrastructure from the 
ground up. Extended working 
hours should align with wom-
en’s work shifts, and trained 
staff are essential to ensure 
quality childcare and learn-
ing. Additionally, safe and 
child-friendly infrastructure 
is crucial, along with commu-
nity involvement to promote 
sustainability. By converting 
Anganwadi centres into day-
care facilities, we empower 
women, enhance child devel-
opment, and strengthen the 
workforce, thereby contrib-
uting to overall social and 
economic development.

The writer works as a 
monitoring and evaluation 

professional in the social 
development sector. 

The middle class cannot be considered as 
one unit as there is a wide difference in the 
income levels of the upper section and the 

lower section of this group 

THE WIDE 
VARIATION OF 

INCOME WITHIN 
INDIA’S MIDDLE 

CLASS YIELDS 
A SUBSTANTIAL 

DIVERSITY 
IN SPENDING 

PATTERNS 
We need 

to prevent 
multinationals 

from shifting 
their profi ts 

to low-tax 
jurisdictions 

and tax 
havens, 

and ensure 
adequate tax 
payments by 
the wealthy 

Dhurjati Mukherjee

José Antonio 
Ocampo

A SIGNIFICANT 
NUMBER OF 

WOMEN IN INDIA 
ARE COMPELLED 

TO LEAVE 
THEIR JOBS OR 

DON’T SHOW 
AN INTEREST IN 

EMPLOYMENT 
DUE TO THE LACK 

OF RELIABLE 
CHILDCARE 

OPTIONS AT THE 
DOORSTEP

Shoumyakant Joshi

Evolution of aviation 
Sir, The skies have always captured the human 
imagination, inspiring dreams of fl ight and explo-
ration. But long before humans took to the skies, 
birds had already mastered the art and science of 
fl ight. Long have humans gazed at birds with a mix 
of envy and awe. It was these feathered fl iers that 
fi rst inspired us to take to the air in fl ying machines. 
Throughout history, and even today, new advance-
ments in aerospace can be traced back to bird anat-
omy, which has served as a wealth of inspiration 
for engineers and designers, shaping the evolution 
of the aviation industry. From the graceful soaring 
of eagles to the precise hovering of hummingbirds, 
each aspect of bird fl ight has provided valuable in-
sights into aerodynamics. Even though everything 
about aviation appears to have been invented right 
from the time of the Wright brothers – Wilbur and 
Orville – in 1903, even today much of how birds are 
able to move across the skies at staggering heights 
with such grace remains largely mysterious. 

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI 
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Mumbai, Feb 26: The Maha-
rashtra government will soon 
sign an MoU with a social or-
ganisation to provide employ-
ment opportunities to youth 
with disabilities with an aim 
to empower them fi nancially, 
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis said Wednesday.

The state government is 
committed to providing train-
ing and employment oppor-
tunities to differently abled 
youth, ensuring their econom-
ic self-reliance, Fadnavis said 
in a statement.

In this regard, registered 
individuals will be provided 
with a Unique Disability ID 
(UDID) over the next fi ve years, 
facilitating their access to em-
ployment and self-employment 
opportunities, he said.

The government is effec-
tively implementing schemes 
for the disabled, while volun-
tary organizations are also 
stepping forward for their de-
velopment, according to the 
statement.

The government will soon 
sign a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with the 
'Youth for Jobs' organization. 
Initially, the organization 

will assist state authorities 
in Vidarbha and North Maha-
rashtra in creating employ-
ment and self-employment 
opportunities with plans to 
expand this initiative across 
the state in the future, the 
CM said.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has launched several 
important schemes and taken 
a slew of decisions to realize 
the vision of a 'developed In-
dia'. To generate employment 
opportunities through skill-
based education, the Skill De-
velopment Department has 
been established. In line with 
this, the state government is 
also taking signifi cant deci-

sions for the welfare of the 
youth, Fadnavis averred.

The 'Youth for Jobs' organi-
zation, founded and chaired 
by social entrepreneur Meera 
Shenoy, has successfully 
worked with the Centre and 

the Gadchiroli district ad-
ministration in Maharashtra 
to enhance employment oppor-
tunities for youth with disabil-
ities, said the statement.

Training is provided based 
on the type of disability, and 
job fairs are organized to con-
nect trained individuals with 
industry demands.

Self-employment opportuni-
ties are being created for those 
unable to work in jobs, inte-
grating them into the main-
stream society. This model 
will be implemented across 
all districts in Maharashtra 
to generate employment op-
portunities for the disabled, 
Fadnavis informed.

To ensure that all disabled 
individuals benefi t from gov-
ernment schemes, an updated 
database is being prepared. 
A registration drive is being 
conducted, and such individ-
uals are being issued a UDID, 
he noted.

In the fi rst phase, 'Youth 
for Jobs' will work in Vidar-
bha and North Maharashtra 
in collaboration with the gov-
ernment. The state authorities 
and local district administra-
tions will provide full support 
for this initiative, Fadnavis 
maintained.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Kolkata, Feb 26: Members 
of various self-help groups 
(SHGs) across several villages 
in Pathar Pratima block of West 
Bengal's South 24 Parganas dis-
trict are harvesting rainwater 
to cultivate crops on farmland 
where groundwater salinity is 
high due to the proximity of 
the sea.

This area lies within the 
Sundarbans delta region, where 
the Hooghly River meets the 
Bay of Bengal.

Shefali Bera, a resident of 
Kishore Nagar village and a 
member of an SHG, is optimis-
tic about profi ting from her ag-
ricultural yield as cultivating 
crops with harvested rainwater 
is becoming the norm across 
various villages in the block.

Talking to PTI in Kishore 
Nagar, Bera said a signifi -
cant portion of 127.9 hectares 
of land has been affected by 
saline water.

"Now, under the guidance 
and support of a non-govern-
ment organisation (NGO), 
the villagers are trying to 
convert their single crop land 
into multi-crop land by stor-
ing rainwater in newly dug up 
ponds," she said.

Bera is among the 530 wom-
en of multiple SHGs in Pathar 
Pratima block who have come 
under the initiative of the 
global NGO Water for People, 
which is encouraging villag-
ers to opt for rainwater har-
vesting.

"It is true that the salinity 
level in the groundwater is 
still abnormally high, but with 
the digging of new ponds and 
waterbodies, to store rainwa-
ter having no salinity, and the 
desiltation of existing ponds, 
the saline water will wash 
away through adjacent chan-
nels and fresh water will accu-
mulate in two years facilitating 
farming of several vegetable 

crops and even paddy and also 
pisciculture," a representative 
of the NGO said.

Called Ridge and Furrow, 
the project helped many farm-
ing couples in the area in the 
last few years.

The model is a climate-re-
silient technique designed to 
improve water retention, en-
hance soil moisture, and sup-
port sustainable agriculture 
in water-scarce regions, the 
NGO said in a statement.

Another farmer Subrata 
Bera, who has dug a pond for 
rainwater harvesting, said 
that he spent `85,000 for dig-
ging it.

He bore 20 per cent of the 
cost, while 80 per cent of the 
money was given by the NGO. 
Bera has dug up a 55 feet by 45 
feet pond to store rainwater.

"We need continuous rain 
for 11-12 hours to drive out 
the saline contents from the 
soil and reach the permissible 
limit. Currently, it is several 
notches above the bar," he 
said. "We moot a Five-Square 
model where a pond has to 
be 55/55 feet in shape, which 

is ideal for rainwater har-
vesting and improved crop 
practices. This model aims 
to reduce salinity, prevent 
waterlogging and enhance ag-
ricultural productivity by in-
tegrating rice cultivation on 
higher levels of land nearby 
and vegetable farming," a rep-
resentative of the NGO said.

The Five-Square model is a 
community-driven solution 
that includes land shaping, 
rainwater harvesting, and 
improved crop practices.

This model aims to reduce 
salinity, prevent water log-
ging, and enhance agricul-
tural productivity by inte-
grating SRI rice cultivation 
and vegetable farming. Ad-
ditionally, fish farming in 
water harvesting tanks offers 
extra income.

In West Bengal, Water 
for People is also extending 
technical support to the rural 
sanitation cell, West Bengal 
State Rural Livelihoods Mis-
sion, and the Public Health 
Engineering department in 
South 24 Parganas and Bir-
bhum districts.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, Feb 26: India's 
fi rst 24-hour ham radio learn-
ing marathon, EtherNite, held 
in West Bengal, saw the partic-
ipation of 155 enthusiasts who 
designed and built antennas 
for communicating with am-
ateur radio networks across 

the world.
Held February 22-23 at Ut-

tarpara, the marathon ses-
sion aimed at expanding the 
footprint of the amateur radio 
community.

The event featured a se-
ries of hands-on sessions, 
live demonstrations, and ex-
pert-led workshops covering 

crucial topics such as anten-
na analysis, field operations, 
digital modes, emergency 
communication, and signal 
optimization, the organizers, 
OSCAR India, said in a state-
ment.

Three high-frequency (HF) 
stations were installed at the 
venue, and a dedicated team 
of Young Ladies (YLs) from 
OSCAR India set up an HF sta-
tion, managing all operations. 
These young learners engaged 
in practical sessions, gained 
hands-on experience with 
equipment, and interacted 

with seasoned operators who 
shared their knowledge and 
experiences, inspiring them 

to pursue this field further, 
the organizers said.

From the small town of Ut-

tarpara in West Bengal, ham 
radio operators successfully 
communicated with global 
operators, including those 
in the US, Nepal, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, and beyond.

“This achievement not on-
ly highlighted the technical 
prowess of the participants 
but also underscored the 
significance of EtherNite as 
a platform for fostering in-
ternational connections and 
showcasing India's growing 
expertise in amateur radio,” 
Nilkantha Chatterjee, Con-
vener of OSCAR India, said.

Countering salinity: SHGs implement
rainwater harvesting in SundarbansJobs boost for disabled youths

The government is 
always keen on 
ensuring that 

individuals with disabilities, 
caused naturally or due 
to accidents, receive their 
rightful benefi ts and 
full access to 
announced schemes
DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | CM, MAHARASHTRA

Maharashtra govt to ink MoU with social group to provide jobs to youth with disabilities
Called Ridge and 

Furrow, the project 
helped many farming 
couples in the area in 

the last few years

We want to empower the women in this way so they can 
shoulder the responsibilities in equal 
measure and be stakeholders of the projects with the 

government's support
 MARK DUYE | CEO, WATER FOR PEOPLE

India’s fi rst 24-hour ham radio learning marathon held in WB

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Mumbai, Feb 26: Two Irani-
an warships are currently on a 
goodwill and training visit to 
Mumbai, in a step towards en-
hanced cooperation in the mari-
time domain and strengthening 
mutual friendship, the Indian 
Navy said Wednesday.

On Tuesday, the Mission 
Commander and the Command-
ing Offi cers of the two ships, 
IRIS Boushehr and IRIS Lavan, 
called on Rear Admiral Vidyad-
har Harke, Chief Staff Offi cer 
(Operations) at Headquarters 
Western Naval Command. 

Their discussions focused on 
mutual interests and the train-
ing curricula of both navies.

The fl otilla, carrying near-
ly 220 offi cer cadets, is on a 
training mission in the In-
dian Ocean. The ships were 
accorded a warm welcome by 
the Indian Navy with band in 
attendance.

The deployment is led by 
Captain Mohammad Saberi 
as Mission Commander, with 
Senior Captain Seyed Ali 
Madani commanding the La-
van and Commander Hamed 
Bahramian commanding the 

Boushehr, the Indian Navy 
said.

"The Iranian Navy's train-
ing flotilla, comprising IRIS 
Boushehr and IRIS Lavan, is 
on a goodwill and training 
visit to Mumbai from Febru-
ary 25 to 28, 2025," it said.

Several activities have 
been planned to strengthen 

Navy-to-Navy interactions, 
including sports and training 
visits to the Naval Dockyard 
for officer cadets.

Reflecting the strong dip-
lomatic ties between the two 
countries, the Indian Navy 
recently undertook medical 
evacuation of a trainee offi-
cer from the IRIS Boushehr 

at sea. At around 3 am Feb-
ruary 20, a request for med-
ical assistance was received 
and swiftly acted upon by the 
Indian Navy and the Indian 
Coast Guard.

The offi cer cadet was evac-
uated from IRIS Boushehr, 
admitted to INHS Asvini, pro-
vided prompt medical care, 

and discharged to the Iranian 
ship upon its arrival at the port 
on Tuesday, the Navy said.

The visit by the Iranian 
ships further strengthens 
mutual friendship and is 
a signifi cant step towards 
enhanced Navy-to-Navy co-
operation in the maritime 
domain, the Navy said.

From the small town of Uttarpara in West Bengal, 
ham radio operators successfully communicated with 

global operators, including those in the US, Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and beyond

Iran warships on goodwill, training visit to Mumbai
OVER THE YEARS, COOPERATION BETWEEN INDIA AND IRAN HAS GROWN IN VARIOUS DEFENCE-RELATED FIELDS
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Mumbai, Feb 26: Maharash-
tra Cultural Affairs Minister 
Ashish Shelar Tuesday an-
nounced the establishment 
of an award for inspiration-
al songs in the memory of 
Maratha king Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji Maharaj and said 
the inaugural honour will go 
to a composition penned by 
Hindutva icon VD Savarkar.

Shelar announced the estab-
lishment of 'Chhatrapati Sam-
bhaji Maharaj Rajya Prerna 
Geet' Award during his visit to 
the Port of Marseilles, France, a 
place linked to Savarkar.

The award, which includes 
a cash prize of `2 lakh and a 
commemorative memento, 
is inspired by Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji Maharaj and will 
recognize outstanding in-
spirational songs annually, 
Shelar said.

The inaugural award will 
honour Savarkar's song, 'Anadi 
Me, Anant Me' for its profound 
impact and patriotism, said the 
minister.

Besides being a warrior, Ch-
hatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj 
was also a Sanskrit scholar 
and writer, having penned a 
book named 'Budhbhushana' 
and other literary works. The 
award pays tribute to his liter-
ary legacy and the inspirational 
power of poetry during chal-
lenging times, he noted.

Savarkar’s composition 
selected for 1st Sambhaji 
Maharaj song award

Devotees offer prayers to a statue of ‘Nandi’, a sacred bull in Hinduism that serves as the mount, or ‘vahana’, of 
Lord Shiva, at a temple on the occasion of ‘Mahashivratri’ festival, in Kolkata, West Bengal, Wednesday    PTI PHOTO
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Kolkata, Feb 26: Kolkata 
Municipal Corporation (KMC) 
authorities Wednesday show-
caused an offi cial of its educa-
tion department for cancelling 
the Vishwakarma Puja holiday 
in its Hindi medium schools and 
increasing the Eid ul Fitr hol-
iday to two days from one for 
this year.

Following a show-cause by the 
KMC municipal commissioner, 
the chief manager of the civic 
body's education department 
cancelled the memorandum 
through a corrigendum, stating 
"inadvertent typographical mis-
takes" had occurred in it.

The notice, dated February 
25, was signed in the name of 
the chief manager of the KMC's 
education department.

Criticising the earlier mem-
orandum on change of holiday, 
opposition BJP alleged it was 
an example of appeasement for 
political gains by the ruling Tri-
namool Congress in the state.

In a media note, the munic-
ipal commissioner stated that 
the "memorandum regarding 
holiday list for Hindi medium 
KMCP schools was issued with-

out obtaining any concurrence 
from the competent authority 
of KMC." Maintaining that the 
matter has been taken serious-
ly, the note said necessary action 
was being initiated against the 
offi cer responsible for the lapse.

Stating that the notice was is-
sued without permission from 
the KMC, it said that the memo-
randum "stands cancelled." 

"A revised and accurate or-
der will be issued in due course 
maintaining the state govern-
ment's holiday list as per extant 
norm," the note said.

The BJP claimed that it was 
only after they had taken up the 
issue, the KMC cancelled the 
memorandum of February 25.

He said earlier this year, it was 
following an order of Calcutta 
High Court that Saraswati puja 
had to be held with police security 
in a south Kolkata college.

It is not believable that the 
municipal authority was 
unaware of such a decision 
to stop Viswakarma Puja 
holiday and increase 
Eid ul Fitr holiday
JAGANNATH CHATTOPADHYAY | GENERAL 
SECRETARY, BJP WEST BENGAL

KMC show-causes offi cial for 
altering school holiday list



You have a 
war going 
on for over 

1,000 days in the 
heart of Europe. 
So, the period of 
stability which 
was created after World War 
Two has come to an end. And 
you have a breakdown of global 
supply chains across the world

AMITABH KANT |  FORMER NITI AAYOG CEO 
AND INDIA’S G20 SHERPA

Last time 
my daughter 
had gone 

there. This time 
he (Sadhguru) 
has invited me. 
Now I am going 
there. There were some social 
media posts saying that I am 
getting closer to the BJP though 
I haven't met Amit Shah yet

DK SHIVAKUMAR  | DEPUTY CM, KARNATAKA
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URSULA’S 2-DAY INDIA 
VISIT BEGINS THURSDAY
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen will begin a two-day trip 
to India Thursday to expand two-way co-
operation in areas of trade, investment 
and clean energy amid increasing global 
concerns over US President Donald 
Trump’s economic policies

The saint com-
munity has 

played a major role in 
removing social evils 
from the society by 
raising voice against 
them, and ensured a 
respectable place for 
women in the society
DROUPADI MURMU  | PRESIDENT

The BJP 
MLAs were 
chanting 

'Modi-Modi' but 
it was AAP MLAs 
who were sus-
pended from the 
House for raising 'Jai Bheem' 
slogan

SANJIV JHA  |  AAP MLA

Criminal with Rs 1L 
bounty killed in UP
Lucknow: A murder accused 
carrying a Rs 1 lakh bounty 
was killed in a police 
encounter in the Mundali area 
of Uttar Pradesh’s Meerut 
district early Wednesday, 
a senior police offi cer said. 
Jitendra alias Jeetu of 
Haryana’s Jhajjar district was 
wanted in a 2023 murder case 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Ghaziabad. 
The police had declared a 
cash reward of Rs 1 lakh for 
information leading to his 
arrest.

Manipur: 87 more 
fi rearms surrendered
Imphal: A total of 87 fi rearms 
and ammunitions were 
surrendered before the 
security forces in seven 
districts of restive Manipur, 
police said Wednesday. 
The highest number of 
weapons were surrendered 
in the Imphal West district. 
Among them were 12 
carbine machine guns with 
magazines, two .303 rifl es 
with magazines, two SLR 
rifl es with magazines, four 
12-bore single-barrel guns 
and an IED. In the Jiribam 
district, among the weapons 
surrendered were fi ve 12-bore 
double-barrel guns, one 9 mm 
carbine with magazine, and a 
grenade.

4,000 kg ‘adulterated’ 
ghee seized in Gujarat
Palanpur: Authorities have 
seized 4,000 kg of suspected 
adulterated ghee valued 
at Rs 17.5 lakh from the 
premises of a fi rm selling 
dairy products in an industrial 
area at Deesa in Gujarat’s 
Banaskantha district, 
offi cials said Wednesday. 
The contaminated clarifi ed 
butter was to be sent to 
neighbouring Rajasthan 
for sale during festivals, 
they informed. When the 
administration carried out 
a surprise inspection at the 
fi rm’s premises in Deesa 
town Tuesday, it found it 
was producing ghee despite 
cancellation of its licence, the 
FDCA said in a statement.

Five killed as SUV 
collides with truck
Ambikapur: Five Shiv 
devotees, including three 
minors, were killed and fi ve 
others injured when their 
SUV (sports utility vehicle) 
collided with a truck in 
Chhattisgarh’s Surguja 
district Wednesday, police 
said. Locals set the truck 
on fi re after the driver fl ed 
the spot leaving behind the 
vehicle.  

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 26: The UK 
Wednesday said its Trade Sec-
retary Jonathan Reynolds and 
Investment Minister Poppy 
Gustafsson announced 17 new ex-
port and investment deals during 
their visits to India this week.

It also said that New Delhi’s 
recent Union budget drives 

more opportunity for British 
insurance companies to expand 
their presence in India.

British insurance compa-
nies in particular have gained 
more potential to expand in 
India following the recent In-
dian budget, which increased 
the amount of foreign direct 
investment (FDI) permitted in 
the insurance sector from 74 
per cent to 100 per cent, a read-
out by the UK said.

The UK has the third larg-
est technology economy in the 
world, and a number of UK 
technology companies have al-
so announced expansion into 
India, accelerating their growth 
journey, it noted.

“The UK’s Trade Secre-
tary Jonathan Reynolds and 
Investment Minister Poppy 
Gustafsson have announced 
17 new export and investment 

deals during visits to India this 
week,” it said.

However, details of the ex-
port and investment deals are 
not immediately known.

Business and Trade Secre-
tary Reynolds said technology 
and life sciences are two “huge” 
growth sectors for the UK econ-
omy. “I’m proud that govern-

ment support has helped some 
of our fi nest businesses in these 
sectors to expand into the ex-
citing Indian market,” he said.

“It’s great to see them going 
for growth, and their successes 
will amount to tens of millions 
of pounds for the UK economy,” 
he added. There are already over 
950 Indian-owned companies 
operating in the UK and over 
650 UK companies operating in 
India, cumulatively supporting 
over 600,000 jobs across both 
economies, the readout noted.

It said the recent Indian in-
vestments in the UK valued at 
over 100 million pounds in total 
are expected to create hundreds 
of new jobs over the next three 
years in a range of sectors in-
cluding AI, professional ser-
vices and textiles.

These investments are proof 
of global investor confi dence 

of doing business in the UK, it 
said. The trend of strong Indi-
an investment into the UK in 
recent years is evident, with 
the last year-on-year change 
showing the value of inward 
FDI stock from India having 
increased 28 per cent at the end 
of 2023, the readout said.

India has remained the sec-
ond largest investor in terms 
of number of projects into the 
UK for fi ve consecutive years.

Minister for Investment Gus-
tafsson said, “The new Indian 
investment proves that the 
government’s Plan for Change 
is giving Indian businesses the 
confi dence they need to contin-
ue investing in Britain.”

“Now the UK will strive to 
be more ambitious and collab-
orative than ever before as we 
show the world why the UK is 
the best place to invest.”

STRENGTHENING TRADE AND INVESTMENT TIES

UK MINISTERS SECURE 17 DEALS ON INDIA VISIT
The UK has the third 

largest technology 
economy in the world, 
and a number of UK 

technology companies 
have also announced 
expansion into India, 

accelerating their 
growth journey

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 26: Australia 
Wednesday unveiled an am-
bitious roadmap to deepen its 
trade and investment ties with 
India, with Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese 
describing it as an attempt to 
fi nd paths towards a better fu-
ture for both sides.

The roadmap identifi ed four 
“superhighways of growth” 
-- clean energy, education and 
skills, agribusiness, and tour-
ism -- with a broader aim of 
seizing the enormous trade and 
investment opportunities aris-
ing out of India’s economic rise.

There is no greater time to 
engage economically with In-

dia than now, Albanese said 
while launching the ‘Road-
map for Australia’s Economic 
Engagement with India’ at an 
event at Deakin University in 
Melbourne.

Describing India as a “giant” 
on the world stage, he said the 
country continues to grow in 
stature.

India is on track to be the 
third largest economy by the 
end of this decade and it is 
growing in ways that are com-
plementary to Australia’s own 
economy, he said.

Albanese called the roadmap 
a “guide to seizing the enor-
mous trade and investment op-
portunities of India's economic 
rise, one that is shaped and in-

formed by the knowledge and 
experience gathered from 400 
consultations in every state and 
territory, as well as in India.”

“What the roadmap does is 
give us detailed directions to 
the greater realisation of the 
potential of the Australia-In-
dia relationship. Successfully 
tapping that potential will be 
good for Australian business 

and Australian consumers,” 
he said.

“It will help secure our sup-
ply chains in an uncertain 
world. And it will create jobs 
and growth,” he noted.

The roadmap comes over two 
years after India and Australia 
fi rmed up the Economic Coop-
eration and Trade Agreement 

(ECTA). Both sides are now 
working towards a mutually 
benefi cial Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Cooperation Agreement 
(CECA).

The roadmap also identifi es 
nearly 50 specifi c opportunities 
to focus and accelerate Austra-
lia’s engagement with India in 
several areas such as defence 
industries, sports, culture, 
space, and technology.

Kickstarting the implemen-
tation of the roadmap, Canber-
ra announced investing $16 
million in an Australia-India 
Trade and Investment Accel-
erator Fund, which will help 
Australian businesses unlock 
new commercial opportunities 
in India.

Guide to seizing the enor-
mous trade and investment 
opportunities of India's 

economic rise, one that is shaped 
and informed by the knowledge 
and experience gathered from 400 
consultations in every state and 
territory, as well as in India

ANTHONY ALBANESE | 
PRIME MINISTER, AUSTRALIAN

Australia unveils roadmap to boost trade ties with India
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Nagarkurnool (Telangana), 
Feb 26: The Telangana gov-
ernment has made a concrete 
plan of action that includes ex-
ploring alternate access routes 
and using advanced machinery 
to intensify dewatering, and 
hoped to conclude the SLBC 
tunnel rescue work in two days, 
said Minister Uttam Kumar 
Reddy Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the fate of the 
eight trapped miners remained 
unknown on the fourth day 
since the tragedy.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Reddy said it has been 
decided that the rescuers will 
go into the silt in the tunnel in 
search of the trapped men and 
acknowledged that the rescue 
operation slowed down Tues-
day keeping in view the safety 
of the lives of the rescuers.

Reddy also said that alter-
nate access routes to reach the 
tunnel boring machine (TBM), 
which was stuck in the muck 
are also being explored to miti-
gate risk and improve the speed 
of the rescue mission.

“The whole operation has 
been reviewed with all the of-
fi cials, including from NDRF, 
Army, SDRF, District Collector, 
and superintendent of police...
we have made a concrete plan 
of action today that we will go 
ahead into the silt (in the tun-
nel). Now we are hoping that we 
can complete the whole opera-
tion in two days. We have decid-
ed a plan of action and decided 
a timeframe, and now we will 
go forward,” he said.

One of the biggest challenges 
in the rescue effort has been the 
massive accumulation of mud-
dy water obstructing access to 
the TBM and to tackle this, the 

state government has inten-
sifi ed dewatering operations 
using advanced machinery, 
ensuring water removal pro-
gresses rapidly, he added.

Reddy noted that real-time 
monitoring of tunnel condi-
tions was being carried out 
using advanced imaging sys-
tems. Experts were continu-
ously assessing the structural 
stability of the tunnel, ensuring 
that rescue teams could proceed 
safely without any risks to ei-
ther the trapped workers or the 
responders.

The TBM that is struck in-
side will be cut into pieces by 
using gas cutters and removed. 
After this, the Army, Navy, Rat 
Miners and NDRF teams will 
make another serious effort to 
rescue the eight persons who 
are missing, without compro-
mising their own safety, the 
minister explained.

According to Reddy, the state 
government has roped in the 
best experts who have experi-
ence in building tunnels at bor-
der areas, retired army offi cials 
and people who participated in 
the rescue operations wherever 
tunnel accidents happened and 
sought their opinion.

The minister also said the In-
dian Marine Commando Force 
(MARCOS) and the Border Roads 
Organisation (BRO) have been 
brought in for the rescue oper-
ations Eight personnel working 
on the Srisailam Left Bank Ca-
nal (SLBC) tunnel project were 
trapped after a portion of the 
tunnel collapsed on February 22.

T’GANA TUNNEL COLLAPSE

Govt says rescue ops 
to conclude in 2 days

Uttam Kumar Reddy explained that alternate access routes to reach 
the Tunnel Boring Machine which was stuck in the muck are also being 
explored to mitigate risk and improve the speed of the rescue mission

Eight personnel 
working on the 
Srisailam Left Bank 
Canal (SLBC) tunnel 
project were trapped 
after a portion of 
the tunnel collapsed 
February 22
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Patna, Feb 26: With less than 
a year left for Assembly polls, 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar Wednesday inducted 
seven new faces into his council 
of ministers, all from alliance 
partner BJP.

The expansion, which could 
be the last before the elections 
are announced, raises the to-
tal number of ministers to 36, 
the maximum permissible in 
the state with a 243-strong As-
sembly.

Governor Arif Mohammad 
Khan administered the oath of 
offi ce to the new ministers who 
all are members of the Assem-
bly. The state also has a legis-
lative council.

The development took place 
on a day state BJP president 
Dilip Jaiswal, the former minis-
ter for revenue and landforms, 
gave up his cabinet berth citing 
the party’s policy of “one per-
son, one post”. The new min-
isters include Jibesh Kumar, 
who was a member of the state 
Cabinet till August 2022, when 
the chief minister abruptly quit 
the NDA, accusing the BJP of 
trying to “break” his JD(U).

Jibesh Kumar, who returns 
to the state cabinet with just 
two days left for the commence-
ment of the budget session, 
told reporters, “I am ready to 
discharge the responsibility to 

the best of my ability”.
Other inductees are Sanjay 

Saraogi, a fi fth-term MLA from 
Darbhanga, and Sunil Kumar, 
who represents Bihar Sharif, 
in the CM’s pocket borough 
Nalanda, for as many times, 
thrice on a JD(U) ticket before 
crossing over to the BJP in 2015.

“I look forward to discharg-
ing the new responsibility. Ear-
lier, I used to pose questions to 
the government. Now, I shall 
be expected to reply to queries 
from fellow members,” said 
Saraogi. Another former JD(U) 
face was Raju Kumar Singh, the 
MLA from Sahebganj in Muzaf-
farpur, who had won the seat in 
2020 on a ticket of Vikassheel 
Insan Party (VIP), fl oated by 
former Bollywood set designer 
Mukesh Sahni.

The VIP had won altogether 
three seats but all the MLAs 
joined BJP two years ago after 
Sahni burnt his bridges with 
the saffron party, losing his 
cabinet berth in the bargain. 

AHEAD OF ASSEMBLY POLLS

Nitish inducts 7 new 
ministers, all from BJP

SNIPPETS

Govt spent over `400 crore in 10 
years to contest court cases
New Delhi: The government has spent more than Rs 400 crore 
to contest court cases during the past 10 years, offi cial data 
showed. The central government’s Rs 66 crore expenditure 
on litigations in the 2023-24 fi nancial year was over Rs 9 crore 
higher than the previous fi scal. The amount incurred on litiga-
tions has gone up since 2014-15, barring two fi scals when the 
Covid pandemic was at its peak, according to data shared by 
the government with the Lok Sabha in response to a question 
in the ongoing Budget session. In 2014-15, the cost incurred 
on litigations stood at Rs 26.64 crore while the expenditure 
for 2015-16 was Rs 37.43 crore. Between the 2014-15 and the 
2023-24 fi nancial years, the government spent more than 
Rs 409 crore on litigations. Separately, the law ministry 
had earlier this month told the Rajya Sabha that the central 
government is a party in nearly seven lakh cases pending 
across courts, with the Finance Ministry alone being one of 
the litigants in nearly two lakh cases.
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Pune, Feb 26: A histo-
ry-sheeter out on bail since 
2019 allegedly raped a 26-year-
old woman inside a stationary 
state transport bus at the busy 
Swargate bus station in Pune 
city, police said Wednesday.

As the shocking incident in 
the heart of the city caused an 
uproar and triggered a protest 
by the Opposition Shiv Sena 
(UBT), police formed multi-
ple teams to track down the 
accused, Dattatraya Ramdas 
Gade (36).

While the Opposition target-
ed the Home Department held 
by Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis over 
the crime which took place on 
early Tuesday morning, the 
government ordered that all 
private security guards at the 
bus station be replaced.

A separate departmental in-
quiry has also been ordered by 
the transport ministry.

Gade has half a dozen cases of 
theft, robbery and chain-snatch-
ing registered against him 
in Pune and adjoining Ahily-
anagar district, said a Swargate 
police station offi cial, adding he 
was out on bail since 2019 in one 
of the offences.

Swargate in Pune city is one 
of the largest bus depots of the 
Maharashtra State Road Trans-
port Corporation (MSRTC).

According to the woman, as 
she was waiting for a bus for 
Phaltan in adjoining Satara 
district at one of the platforms 
at around 5.45 am, a man ap-
proached and engaged her in 
conversation, calling her ‘didi’ 
(sister), and said the bus for 
Satara had arrived at another 
platform.

He took her to an empty 
‘Shiv Shahi’ AC bus parked 
elsewhere on the sprawling 
station premises. As the lights 
inside the bus were not on, she 
hesitated to get in at fi rst, but 
the man convinced her that it 
was the right vehicle. He then 
followed her inside and raped 
her before fl eeing, the woman, 
who works in the private med-
ical fi eld, told police.

Ahilyanagar district. During 
investigation, it came to light 
that he was released on bail in 
a robbery case in 2019, another 
offi cial told PTI.

In 2024, a theft case was 
lodged in Pune against Gade 
who was summoned to the po-
lice station, the offi cial said.

Woman raped inside 
state-run bus in Pune

Search ops underway after terrorists 
fi re at army vehicle in J&K
Rajouri/Jammu: An army vehicle came under fi re from 
suspected terrorists in a forward village near the Line of 
Control in Jammu and Kashmir’s Rajouri district Wednes-
day, offi cials said. However, there were no casualties in 
the brief fi ring near Phal village in the Sunderbani sector, 
they added. The terrorists, believed to be hiding in a forest, 
fi red a few rounds at the army vehicle passing through the 
area, which is considered a traditional infi ltration route 
for militants. The troops returned fi re and reinforcements 
were rushed to neutralise the terrorists, the offi cials said, 
adding that a search operation is underway in the area. In 
another development, the offi cials said army troops opened 
fi re after observing suspicious movement near the LoC in 
the Keeri Battal area of Akhnoor sector in Jammu during the 
intervening night of Tuesday and Wednesday. A massive 
combing operation was launched this morning, which was 
ongoing when the last reports were received, they said.



The entire 
propaganda 
campaign run 
by RSS-BJP-
Anna-IAC-Kejri 
against the UPA 2 
government from 

2009 onwards can be summed up 
in one word - BRILLIANT. It not 
only brought down the UPA union 
government in 2014, but tarnished 
their image beyond immediate 
repair, and harmed the Congress 
party in many ways across India. 
They are still struggling to fully 
emerge from that loss. A key 
phrase used in the fi nal phases of 
that brilliant propaganda warfare 
by BJP and Godi media was - 
POLICY PARALYSIS. But destiny 
has a very strange way of catching 
up.  This is from today's papers.  
#policyparalysis
 @sandeep_PT
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KEDARNATH TO OPEN 
FOR DEVOTEES MAY 2
The doors of the Kedarnath temple in the Garhwal 
Himalayas will be reopened for devotees May 2, 
after remaining closed for about six months dur-
ing the winter season. The gates will open at 7 am 
May 2, as announced by Vijay Prasad Thapliyal, 
the Chief Executive Offi cer of the Shri Badrinath-
Kedarnath Temple Committee, Wednesday

A proud moment for 
Kannada literature! Banu 

Mushtaq's Kannada short sto-
ry collection has made it to the 
International Booker Prize 
longlist — a true honor for our 
language and culture!
SIDDARAMAIAH | CHIEF MINISTER, KARNATAKA

Senior CPO dies by 
suicide in Kerala
Thrissur(Kerala): A 52-year-
old senior Civil Police Offi cer 
allegedly died by suicide 
by jumping in front of a 
running train here, police said 
Wednesday. The incident 
occurred late Tuesday night near 
Wadakkanchery. The deceased 
has been identifi ed as Ramesh 
Babu, a senior CPO posted in 
the control room, according 
to a police offi cer. The inquest 
proceedings are going on and no 
suicide note was recovered from 
the spot. The circumstances 
surrounding the incident are 
being investigated, he added.

5 drown in 
Godavari river
Tadipudi (Andhra Pradesh): 
Five persons drowned in the 
Godavari river here in East 
Godavari district Wednesday 
morning when they went for 
a bath, said a police offi cial. 
Out of a group of 12 men, fi ve 
drowned while seven managed 
to survive, they added. The 
tragedy occurred around 8:30 am 
at Tadipudi village in Tallapudi 
mandal, police said. The group 
was intending to go to a nearby 
temple after the bath for the 
Shivaratri festival. Most of the 
deceased persons and survivors 
were less than 20 years old.

Tigress beaten 
to death in UP
Lakhimpur Kheri (UP): A 
two-year-old tigress that 
strayed into a village in the 
buffer zone of Dudhwa Tiger 
Reserve and attacked two 
villagers was allegedly killed 
by locals Wednesday, offi cials 
said. The villagers of Phulwaria 
clubbed the tigress to death on 
the spot.

The Trans-
Arunachal 
Highway, 

which is near-
ing completion, 
will seamlessly 
connect all district 
headquarters of the state, en-
hancing accessibility and boosting 
development

KIREN RIJIJU | UNION MINISTER

I want to an-
nounce that 
in the next 

fi ve years, `4,800 
crore will be 
spent by my minis-
try in Assam

SARBANANDA SONOWAL | UNION MINISTER

Decades ago, 
the govern-
ment of India 

introduced the 
‘Look East' policy. 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
transformed this into the ‘Act East' 
policy, emphasising that mere 
observation is not enough, decisive 
action is necessary

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR | VICE-PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES
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Mahakumbh Nagar, Feb 26: 
The Maha Kumbh, billed to be 
the world’s largest gathering, 
ended Wednesday as it began 
45 days ago – with lakhs of dev-
otees surging towards the waters 
of the Sangam, the confl uence of 
the Ganga, Yamuna and myth-
ical Saraswati, for a dip on the 
auspicious day of Shivratri.

The mega religious carnival 
wound to a close in a montage 
of images of the stampede that 
killed at least 30 people, the de-
vout across every spectrum tak-
ing a dip in the belief it would 
cleanse their sins, huge crowds 
jostling not just at the Sangam 
but also stations and bus stands 
in north India and many a po-
litical slugfest over contested 
numbers and how clean the wa-
ters were.

According to the Uttar 
Pradesh government, 1.53 crore 
people took a holy dip till 8 pm 
on the last day Wednesday. It 
said 66.3 crore people have vis-
ited Prayagraj since January 13, 
a number that exceeds the pop-
ulations of all countries except 

China and India.
President Droupadi Murmu, 

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, top ministers and fi lm stars 
were among those who went to 
the Kumbh.

In a post on X earlier in the 
day, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath said the 45-
day event that began witnessed 
a record-breaking footfall of over 
66.21 crore devotees from across 
India and the world.

“This is unprecedented in 
world history and truly unfor-
gettable,” he said.

The chief minister attributed 
the “grand success” of the Maha 
Kumbh to the blessings of seers, 
sadhus, ‘akharas’ and religious 
leaders.

The Maha Kumbh was a gath-
ering of the faithful and believ-
ers but also of those driven by in-
terest in the fabled event, where 
religion meets culture, where 
spirituality and tradition fuse, 
and where AI and modern-day 
technology this time blended 
with ancient stories of gods and 
miracles.

The stars were aligned too 
with seers claiming that celestial 

permutations and combinations 
during the event took place after 
144 years.

It was a massive logistical 
exercise.

The religious fair witnessed 
unprecedented security mea-
sures, including anti-drone sys-
tems and AI-enabled cameras, to 
man the Mahakumbh Nagar’s 
UP’s makeshift 76th district set 
up for the event. It was spread 
across 40 hectares which re-
mained abuzz with activity 24x7 
over the past six weeks.

As tourists and pilgrims from 
distant corners began returning 
home and vendors, from across 
the country, readied to shut 
shop, many were seen trying 
to take a dip before the Kumbh 
fi nally ended. The ritual bath is 
at the centre of the pilgrimage. 
Devout Hindus believe the cov-
eted sacred dip at the Sangam 
leads to ‘moksha’ or salvation, 
especially during the once-in-12-
year planetary alignments.

While pilgrims took a holy 
dip on the last day of the mega 
religious event, Sukhoi fi ghter 
jets, AN-32 transport aircraft, 
and Chetak helicopters of the 

Indian Air Force performed 
thrilling aerial manoeuvres in 
the sky above them, leaving the 
spectators spellbound.

As part of the closing cere-
mony of the Mahakumbh, the 
IAF’s skilled pilots showcased 
incredible aerial acrobatics as 
the roar of the aircraft drew ev-
ery eye skyward.

According to an IAF offi cial, 
the event was specially organ-
ised to salute the millions of 

devotees who had gathered for 
the Maha Kumbh.

Held every 12 years, the Maha 
Kumbh showcased India’s age-
old spiritual traditions, from the 
grand processions of akharas 
(monastic orders) and the ash-
smeared Naga sadhus to modern 
tech-savvy babas, all of whom 
camped by the Sangam banks, 
drawing devotees from across 
the globe. The akhara seers par-
ticipated in three of the total six 

‘snans', known as Amrit snans 
- Makar Sankranti (January 14) 
Mauni Amavasya (January 29) 
and Basant Panchami (February 
3). Though not an Amrit Snan, 
Maha Shivratri dip was among 
the last of the total six ‘snans', 
the other two being Paush Purn-
ima (January 13) and Maaghi 
Purnima (February 11-12).

The second Amrit snan on 
January 29 is when chaos – and 
tragedy -- broke out. The stam-
pede near Sangam banks led to 
30 deaths allegedly due to over-
crowding.

The tragedy triggered a polit-
ical slugfest with West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee slamming the Adityanath-led 
government to say it was a 'Mri-
tyu Kumbh' and the BJP hitting 
back. The Samajwadi Party and 
the Congress accused the Aditya-
nath-led government of conceal-
ing the stampede toll.

But the devotees driven by 
faith, remained undeterred and 
kept growing in numbers even 
as a Central Pollution Control 
Board report on Ganga water 
quality triggered another con-
troversy.

WHERE FAITH, TRADITION, TECHNOLOGY FUSE

Maha Kumbh ends on note of devotion, some controversy
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Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu), 
Feb 26: Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah Wednesday assured 
the southern states that they 
will not lose a “single Parlia-
mentary seat” due to delimita-
tion and accused Tamil Nadu 
chief minister MK Stalin of 
spreading “misinformation” 
on the issue.

Shah, who was addressing 
BJP members after inaugu-
rating a party offi ce here, also 
rejected Stalin’s claims of “in-
justice” to the state in the allo-
cation of central funds, saying 
the Narendra Modi government 
has provided `5,08,337 crore to 
the state during the 2014-24 pe-
riod.

The Union Home Minister 
was reacting to Stalin’s re-
marks that the delimitation 
exercise would impact the 
southern states, especially 
Tamil Nadu, which the Chief 
Minister claimed stands to 
lose 8 out of the 39 Lok Sabha 
seats due to delimitation and 
has convened an all-party 
meeting March 5 to discuss 
the matter.

“No southern state includ-
ing Tamil Nadu would see a 
reduction in the Parliamen-
tary representation when de-
limitation will be done on a 
pro rata basis. And I want to 

reassure the public of South 
India that Modi ji has kept 
your interest in mind to make 
sure that not even one seat is 
reduced pro rata. Whatever 
increase is there, Southern 
states will get a fair share, 
there is no reason to doubt 
this,” Shah asserted.

The Modi government has 
made it clear in the Lok Sabha 
that no southern state will 
lose even one seat after delim-
itation and that the interest 
of the people of the southern 
states will be ensured in the 
matter, he asserted.

Accusing the Tamil Nadu 
government of “corruption 
and anti-national activities”, 
Shah said the people in the 
state are anguished over sev-
eral issues and “the CM and 
his son (Udhayanidhi) have 

taken up some issue to divert 
public attention.”

At the event, which was 
attended by state party chief 
Annamalai, Union minister 
L Murugan, and BJP Nation-
al Secretary Arvind Menon 
among others, Shah also as-
serted that in 2026, Tamil Na-
du would witness the forma-
tion of an NDA government, 
signaling the new era.

Lashing out at the ruling 
DMK dispensation on the law 
and order situation in the 
state, the Union Home Min-
ister, said, “the anti-national 
tendency is at an all-time high 
in Tamil Nadu”. The state has 
the “worst law and order situ-
ation in the country”, he said.

“Tamil Nadu government 
provided security during the 
last journey of 1998 bomb blast 
accused and mastermind (SA 
Basha),” he said and also al-
leged that the drug mafia en-
joyed a free hand in selling 
drugs in the state and that ille-
gal mining mafia was making 
politics corrupt here.
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New Delhi, Feb 26: The CBI 
has seized cryptocurrencies 
worth more than `23.94 crore 
during its two-day countrywide 
search operation in the Gain-
Bitcoin scam case that conclud-
ed Wednesday, offi cials said.

The central probe agency has 
also seized multiple hardware 
crypto wallets, 121 documents, 
34 laptops and hard disks, 12 
mobile phones and multiple 
email and instant messaging 
application dumps, they said.

“Following the nationwide 
searches conducted February 
25 and 26 in connection with the 
GainBitcoin cases, the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI), 

using in-house capabilities, has 
seized signifi cant incriminat-
ing evidence and virtual digital 
assets, further unravelling the 
extent of the cryptocurrency 
fraud,” a spokesperson said in 
a statement.

The agency has sent the 
electronic devices for forensic 
analysis to uncover further 
details regarding the misap-

propriation of funds and po-
tential international transac-
tions linked to the scam, the 
offi cials said.

The CBI launched the search 
operation at 60 locations in Del-
hi, Pune, Nanded, Kolhapur, 
Mumbai, Bangalore, Chandi-
garh, Mohali, Jhansi, and Hub-
li Tuesday as part of its probe 
into the scam. The operation 
concluded Wednesday.

The ponzi scam perpetrated 
through a web of platforms, 
including fl agship site www.
gainbitcoin.com, was alleged-
ly masterminded by Amit 
Bhardwaj (now deceased) and 
his brother Ajay Bhardwaj, the 
offi cials said.

CBI seizes cryptocurrencies 
worth over `23.94 crore

GAINBITCOIN SCAM CASE 

Shah slams Stalin over 
central funds, delimitation

Shah rejected Stalin’s 
claims of ‘injustice’ to the 
state in the allocation of 
central funds, saying the 

Modi government has 
provided `5,08,337 crore 

to the state during 
the 2014-24 period

No southern state including 
Tamil Nadu would see a re-
duction in the Parliamentary 

representation when delimitation 
will be done on a pro rata basis

AMIT SHAH | UNION HOME MINISTER
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New Delhi, Feb 26: AAP su-
premo Arvind Kejriwal has a 
big responsibility of the party’s 
pan India expansion and he will 
will not become a Rajya Sabha 
MP from Punjab, party leaders 
said Wednesday.

The buzz over Kejriwal going 
to the Rajya Sabha intensifi ed 
with the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) declaring sitting MP of 
the upper house from Punjab, 
Sanjeev Arora, as its candidate 
for the bypoll in Ludhiana West 
Assembly seat.

Kejriwal, the former three 
term chief minister of Delhi, 
was defeated in the recent As-
sembly polls from the New Delhi 
seat by BJP’s Parvesh Verma.

Kejriwal is working to ex-
pand the AAP throughout the 
country, said senior party lead-
er Somnath Bharti.

“Kejriwal will not go to the 
Rajya Sabha because he has the 
big responsibility of the party’s 
expansion in the country and 
he is working on it,” Bharti told 

PTI. Echoing similar sentiments, 
AAP chief spokesperson Priyan-
ka Kakkar said Sanjeev Arora is 
the best candidate for Ludhiana 
West seat and that is why he has 
been fi elded from there.

She said the sources claiming 
Kejriwal will reach the Rajya 
Sabha from Punjab are com-
pletely wrong.

“As far as Arvind Kejriwal 
is concerned, earlier sources of 
media said he will become the 
Punjab Chief Minister and now 
they are saying he will go to the 
Rajya Sabha from Punjab. Both 
these media sources are abso-
lutely wrong,” Kakkar told PTI.

Kejriwal is the AAP’s na-
tional convener and he is not 
confi ned to one state, she said.

Meanwhile, Delhi Minister 
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said 
Kejriwal’s “dream” of reach-
ing the Rajya Sabha will not 
be realised.

“Punjabis will never let 
dream of Kejriwal to get Rajya 
Sabha membership from Pun-
jab fulfi lled,” the BJP leader 
said in a statement.

Kejriwal won’t go to 
RS from Punjab: AAP
AAP chief spokesperson Priyanka Kakkar said Sanjeev 
Arora is the best candidate for Ludhiana West seat and 

that is why he has been fi elded from there
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Ahmedabad, Feb 26: Gujarat 
Police has arrested one more 
person in connection with 
alleged hacking of a hospi-
tal’s CCTV network to obtain 
videos of women patients for 
online sale, offi cials said here 
Wednesday.

The arrest of Rohit Sisodia, a 
Delhi resident, took the tally of 
those held so far to seven.

Sisodia allegedly convert-
ed hacked CCTV footage into 
QR codes and sold them to the 
co-accused who then shared the 
videos through YouTube and 
Telegram channels, Ahmed-
abad Cyber Crime Branch said 
in a release.

The Cyber Crime Branch 
February 17 registered a case 
after videos of women patients 
being examined by doctors in-
side the labour room of a hos-
pital were found to have been 
circulated on some subscrip-
tion-only YouTube and Tele-
gram channels.

The police arrested six per-
sons including a hacker named 
Parit Dhamelia from Surat and 
owner of a YouTube channel 
Prajwal Taily, a resident of La-
tur, Maharashtra.

Dhamelia, a commerce grad-
uate, had allegedly hacked into 
the CCTV system of a materni-
ty home in Rajkot and shared 
videos with Sisodia, as per the 
police. After converting the 
clips into QR codes, Sisodia al-
legedly sold them to Taily and 
some others.

All seven accused persons 
have been booked for criminal 
conspiracy and voyeurism un-
der the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita, and for cyber terrorism 
under section 66(f)(2) of the 
Information Technology Act, 
said the release.

Man held for selling 
women patient’s CCTV 
videos; 7 held so far

A visitor takes a selfi e at Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology’s (IHBT) Tulip Garden, after its 
inauguration, in Palampur, Himachal Pradesh, Wednesday  PTI PHOTO
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VENEZUELA'S FIRST SAINT
A man revered by millions as 
the “doctor of the poor” will be 
the fi rst saint from Venezuela 
after Pope Francis approved a 
decree Tuesday. A date for the 
canonisation of Dr José Gre-
gorio Hernández, who died in 
1919, has not been set

The rea-
son why I 

declared martial 
law was because of 
desperation as I could 
no longer neglect a 
do-or-die crisis facing 
this country
YOON SUK YEOL | 
IMPEACHED PRESIDENT, 
SOUTH KOREA

Act of defi ance: 
US staffers resign
Washington: More than 20 civil 
service employees resigned 
Tuesday from billionaire 
Trump adviser Elon Musk's 
Department of Government 
Effi ciency, saying they were 
refusing to use their technical 
expertise to “dismantle 
critical public services”. “We 
swore to serve the American 
people and uphold our oath 
to the Constitution across 
presidential administrations,” 
the 21 staffers wrote in a joint 
resignation letter, a copy of 
which was obtained by The 
Associated Press. “However, 
it has become clear that we 
can no longer honour those 
commitments.” The mass 
resignation of engineers, 
data scientists and product 
managers is a temporary 
setback for Musk and the 
Republican president's tech-
driven purge of the federal 
workforce. It comes amid 
a fl urry of court challenges 
that have sought to stall, 
stop or unwind their efforts 
to fi re or coerce thousands 
of government workers out 
of jobs.

Five PIO sentenced, 
canned over brawl
Singapore: Five Indian-origin 
men were sentenced to jail 
terms between two and three 
years and caning for being 
part of a riot that led to the 
death of a former bouncer at 
a Singapore hotel. Sridharan 
Elangovan was given 36 
months in jail and six strokes 
of the cane; Manojkumar 
Velayanatham was given 30 
months in jail and four strokes; 
Sashikumar Pakirsamy was 
given 24 months in jail and 
two strokes; Puthenvilla Keith 
Peter was given 26 months' 
jail and three strokes; and Raja 
Rishi was given 30 months' jail 
and four strokes. Each of them 
pleaded guilty to a charge 
of rioting at Singapore's 
Concorde Hotel and Shopping 
Mall in 2023, a Channel News 
report said.

Plane crash kills 46
Cairo: The death toll from 
a Sudanese military plane 
crash in the city of Omdurman 
increased to at least 46 people, 
offi cials said Wednesday. 
The Khartoum Media Offi ce 
said the crash also injured 10 
others. The Antonov aircraft 
crashed Tuesday while taking 
off from the Wadi Sayidna air 
base north of Omdurman, the 
military said in a statement. 
Omdurman is the sister city 
of the capital, Khartoum. The 
military said that armed forces 
personnel and civilians were 
killed in the crash. It didn't say 
what caused the crash. Sudan 
has been in a state of civil 
war since 2023 when tensions 
between the military and a 
notorious paramilitary group, 
the Rapid Support Forces, 
exploded into open warfare.

Just as Syria 
has liberated 
itself by itself, 

it is appropriate 
for it to build itself 
by itself

AHMAD AL-SHARAA |  
INTERIM PRESIDENT, SYRIA

Moving 
forward, the 
White House 

press pool will be 
determined by the 
White House press 
team. A select 
group of DC-based journalists 
should no longer have a monopoly 
of press access at the White House

KAROLINE LEAVITT  | 
PRESS SECRETARY, WHITE HOUSE

We will 
fi rmly grasp 
the right 

to dominate and 
take the initiative 
in cross-strait 
relations, and un-
swervingly push forward the cause 
of reunifi cation of the motherland

WANG HUNING  |  COMMUNIST PARTY'S 
FOURTH RANKED LEADER, CHINA

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

 
Cape Town, Feb 26: South Af-
rica sought to salvage interna-
tional talks on tackling global 
poverty Wednesday as fi nance 
chiefs of several leading econ-
omies skipped a gathering of 
Group of 20 nations in Cape 
Town held against a backdrop 
of foreign aid cuts.

The two-day meeting comes 
after the Trump administra-
tion announced plans to gut 
its USAID arm and Britain 
slashed its aid budget by 40% 
to divert funds towards de-
fence spending.

Disputes over trade, the 
Ukraine war and how to tackle 
climate change have long made 
it hard for the G20 grouping to 
make serious progress on glob-

al challenges, but the latest no-
shows risk further undermin-
ing its credibility.

After US Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent confi rmed he 
would not attend, fi nance min-
isters from Japan, India and 
Canada also pulled out. Others 
cut short their presence and the 
European Union's top economic 
offi cial chose to stay away.

"It is now more important 
than ever that the members of 
the G20 work together," South 
African President Cyril Rama-
phosa said in opening remarks 
appealing for multilateral co-
operation.

The high-profi le absenc-
es further reduce chances of 
agreement on a meaningful 
communique at the end of the 
meeting.

There also seemed little hope 
of major progress on issues that 
Ramaphosa as host wanted to 
target: scant climate fi nance 

from rich nations and reform 
of a fi nancial system that pena-
lises poor countries, as well as 
widening inequalities.

South Africa's central bank 
governor, Lesetja Kganyago, 
noted that a number of recent 
G20 meetings had fi nished with-
out agreement on a communi-
que and that the fact that some 
countries were being represent-
ed by deputy ministers was not 
a problem.

"There is no one in the room 
then saying ... 'I'm going to 
make this point, but I think I 
am too junior so they might ig-
nore it'," he told Reuters.

British fi nance minister Ra-
chel Reeves defended her coun-
try's diversion of foreign aid 
funds towards greater defence 
spending.

"It's clear we are facing a 
more dangerous world, and I 
will not hide from this reality," 
she said in a statement, adding 
that investment, free trade and 
reforms were the best ways of 
achieving sustainable growth.

Alex van den Heever, polit-
ical scientist at the Univer-
sity of Witwatersrand in Jo-
hannesburg, said the absence 
of the United States from G20 
talks - it also declined to send 
its top diplomat to a meeting 
of G20 foreign ministers last 
week - "makes it very diffi-
cult to see how people will 
move forward".

Absences, disputes mar G20 meet on global poverty

It is vital to ensuring that the rights and interests of the vulnerable 
are not trampled beneath the ambitions of the powerful

CYRIL RAMAPHOSA | PRESIDENT, SOUTH AFRICA

US, China, Japan, India, Canada 
fi nance ministers absent

Discussions also overshadowed 
by sharp disagreements

Climate fi nance, fi nancial reform, 
inequality in focus

REUTERS

Cairo, Feb 26: Hamas agreed 
to release the last hostage 
bodies included in phase one 
of the Gaza ceasefi re deal, in 
a breakthrough announced 
as Israelis mourned a family 
seen as a symbol of the trauma 
suffered by Israel in the attack 
October 7, 2023.

The end of a days-long stand-
off over the exchange of hostag-
es for Palestinian prisoners 
was announced Wednesday as 
Israel prepared for the funeral 
of the Bibas family following 
the handover of the bodies of 
nine-month-old Kfi r Bibas, his 
four year-old brother Ariel and 
their mother Shiri last week.

The youngest hostages seized 
during the attack on Israel by 
gunmen from the Palestinian 
militant group Hamas October 
7, 2023 were killed weeks after 
they were abducted into Gaza.

Yarden Bibas, the father of 
the boys, who was captured 
separately from his family, was 
released during an exchange of 
hostages and prisoners earlier 
this month. Hamas says the boys 
and their mother were killed in 
an Israeli airstrike but Israel 
says it has intelligence and fo-
rensic evidence that shows they 
were killed by their captors us-
ing their bare hands.

Thousands of people, some in 
tears, carrying blue and white 
Israeli fl ags or photographs 
of the family, walked in pro-
cession or waited as a convoy 
bearing the coffi ns passed on 
their way to the funeral. Many 

were carrying orange balloons, 
a new symbol of mourning for 
the hostages, matching the red 
hair of the two Bibas boys.

For Israelis, the family has 
become an emblem of the trau-
ma that has haunted their coun-
try since the Hamas-led attack 
on communities in southern Is-
rael in which 1,200 people were 
killed and 251 were taken back 
to Gaza as hostages.

Under the deal, Hamas 
agreed to hand over 33 Israeli 
hostages in exchange for some 
2,000 Palestinian prisoners and 
detainees and the withdrawal 
of Israeli troops from some of 
their positions in Gaza as well 
as a massive infl ux of aid.

On Wednesday, Egyptian 
mediators confi rmed they had 
secured a breakthrough that 
should allow the handover of 
the fi nal four hostage bodies 
due in the fi rst phase this week 

after a days-long standoff.
Hamas confi rmed that an 

agreement had been reached 
for the exchange of hostag-
es for prisoners, but said the 
date of their release would be 
announced "at the right time" 
under a new mechanism. 

Israel had refused to release 
more than 600 Palestinian pris-
oners and detainees on Satur-
day after accusing Hamas of 
breaching the ceasefi re deal 
by staging what it considered 
an offensive public handover of 
hostages in Gaza.

With the 42-day truce due 

to expire Saturday, it also re-
mains unclear whether an ex-
tension will be agreed or wheth-
er negotiations can begin on a 
second stage of the deal, which 
would see the release of the fi -
nal 59 hostages left in Gaza.

Despite numerous hiccups, 
the ceasefi re deal has so far 
held up. But moving to a sec-
ond phase would require 
agreements on issues that have 
proved impossible to bridge in 
the past, including the postwar 
future of Gaza and Hamas, 
which Israel has vowed to elim-
inate as a governing force.

Breakthrough in Gaza hostage deal
Israelis bid farewell 
to Shiri Bibas and 
her 2 young sons 
killed in captivity 
in Gaza

TRUMP POSTS AI-GENERATED VIDEO 
OF 'TRUMP GAZA', DRAWS BACKLASH
NEW YORK: US President Donald Trump shared 
an AI-generated video on social media showing 
war-torn Gaza redeveloped into a riviera town 
where the American leader is seen vacationing with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, drawing 
severe criticism and backlash. Trump shared the 
video on his social media handles, including Truth 
Social and Instagram. The video has been watched 
by millions of people.  The video begins with a 
montage of a devastated Gaza in 2025 and asks the 
question “What's Next'? It leads into a song “Donald 
Trump will set you free … no more tunnels, no more 
fear. Trump Gaza is fi nally 
here.  “Trump Gaza shining 
bright… The deal is done…
Trump Gaza number one,” 
the song goes.  The video 
shows Gaza as a riviera town 
and features AI-generated 
images of Space X CEO Elon 
Musk enjoying meals in the 
new town. It also shows 
belly dancers, party scenes, 
luxurious cars driving down 
Gaza's roads and little 
children trying to catch dollars falling from the sky 
as well as shirtless Trump and Netanyahu on beach 
chairs.  At one point, it shows a little kid holding a 
golden balloon in the shape of Trump's head and a 
tall golden statue of the American leader in the town. 

The post was received with backlash and 
criticism, with many users commenting 
that they voted for Trump to take care of 
the American economy and not for this. 
“I voted for Donald Trump. I did NOT vote 
for this. Neither did anyone else I know. 
The lack of humanity, decency, respect 
has made me regret my vote,” one social 
media user said. Another user added, “I 
can't believe that this is the US President 
account. Where is the respect” and the 
seriousness? Earlier this month, during 

a joint press conference in the White House with 
Netanyahu, Trump in a surprising announcement, 
said that the US “will take over the Gaza Strip”, “own 
it” and undertake economic development there that 
will create “unlimited numbers of jobs and housing”.

AI video shows 'Trump 
Gaza' with beaches, 
yachts, gold statue

Footage also features AI 
rendition of Musk, Israel’s 
Netanyahu

Post receives negative 
comments for being 
'insensitive'

Kfi r was the youngest of about 
30 children taken hostage

Standoff over prisoner release 
resolved

Hamas says fi nal four hostage 
bodies to be returned

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Seoul, Feb 26: A small group 
of foreign tourists has visited 
North Korea in the past week, 
making them the fi rst interna-
tional travellers to enter the 
country in fi ve years except 
for a group of Russian tour-
ists who went to the North 
last year.

The latest trip indicates 
North Korea may be gearing 
up for a full resumption of its 
international tourism to bring 
in much-needed foreign cur-
rency to revive its struggling 
economy, experts say. 

The Beijing-based travel 
company Koryo Tours said it 
arranged a fi ve-day trip from 
February 20 to February 24 for 
13 international tourists to the 
northeastern North Korean 
border city of Rason, where 
the country's special economic 
zone is located. 

Koryo Tours General Man-
ager Simon Cockerell said the 
travellers from the UK, Canada, 
Greece, New Zealand, France, 
Germany, Austria, Australia 
and Italy crossed by land from 
China. He said that in Rason, 
they visited factories, shops, 
schools and the statues of Kim 
Il Sung and Kim Jong Il, the late 
grandfather and father of cur-
rent leader Kim Jong Un. 

After the pandemic began, 
North Korea quickly banned 
tourists, jetted out diplomats 
and severely curtailed border 
traffi c in one of the world's most 
draconian Covid-19 restrictions. 
But since 2022, North Korea has 
been slowly easing curbs and re-
opening its borders.

Before the pandemic, tourism 
was an easy, legitimate source 
for foreign currency for North 
Korea, one of the world's most 
sanctioned countries because of 
its nuclear program. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Vienna, Feb 26: Iran has ac-
celerated its production of 
near weapons-grade uranium 
as tensions between Tehran 
and Washington rise after the 
election of US President Donald 
Trump, a report by the United 
Nations' nuclear watchdog 
seen by The Associated Press 
on Wednesday showed.

The report by the Vien-
na-based International Atom-
ic Energy Agency said that as 
of February 8, Iran has 274.8 
kilograms (605.8 pounds) of 
uranium enriched up to 60 per 
cent. That's an increase of 92.5 
kilograms (203.9 pounds) since 
the IAEA's last report in No-
vember.

That material is a short, 
technical step away from weap-
ons-grade levels of 90 per cent.

A report in November 2024 
put the stockpile at 182.3 kilo-
grams (401.9 pounds). It had 
164.7 kilograms (363.1 pounds) 
last August.

“The signifi cantly increased 
production and accumulation 
of high enriched uranium by 
Iran, the only non-nuclear 
weapon State to produce such 

nuclear material, is of serious 
concern,” the confi dential re-
port stated. 

According to the IAEA, ap-
proximately 42 kilograms of 60 
per cent enriched uranium is 
theoretically enough to produce 
one atomic bomb, if enriched 
further to 90 per cent.

The IAEA also estimated in 
its quarterly report that as of 
February 8, Iran's overall stock-
pile of enriched uranium stands 
at 8,294.4 kilograms (18,286 
pounds), which represents an 
increase of 1,690.0 kilograms 
(3725.8 pounds) since the last 
report in November.

During his fi rst presidential 

term, Trump unilaterally with-
drew the US from Tehran's nu-
clear deal with world powers 
and reimposed sanctions on 
Iran. He also ordered the 2020 
killing of Qassem Soleimani, 
who led the Iranian Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps' 
Quds Force.
N-WEAPONS FEAR RISES

Iran has maintained its nu-
clear programme is for peace-
ful purposes only, but the IAEA 
chief, Rafael Mariano Grossi, 
has previously warned that 
Tehran has enough uranium 
enriched to near-weapons-grade 
levels to make “several” nuclear 
bombs if it chose to do so. Ira-

nian offi cials have increasingly 
suggested Tehran could pursue 
an atomic bomb. US intelligence 
agencies assess that Iran has yet 
to begin a weapons programme, 
but has “undertaken activities 
that better position it to produce 
a nuclear device, if it chooses to 
do so.”

Iran's accelerated produc-
tion of near weapons-grade 
uranium puts more pressure 
on Trump as he's repeatedly 
said he's open to negotiations 
with the Islamic Republic 
while also increasingly target-
ing Iran's oil sales with sanc-
tions as part of his reimposed 
“maximum pressure” policy.

Even Iran's Supreme Lead-
er Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
who has fi nal say on all state 
matters, in a speech in August 
opened the door to talks with 
the US, saying there is “no 
harm” in engaging with the 
“enemy.”

1ST TIME IN YEARS

North Korea opens 
doors to outsiders

TENSIONS WITH US RATCHET UP

Iran’s near-bomb-grade uranium stock grows 
President Trump has put the 
Iran Regime on notice by 
reimposing Maximum Pres-

sure and is committed to ensuring 
the regime never gets a nuclear 
weapon

BRIAN HUGHES | NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
SPOKESPERSON, US

REUTERS

Hong Kong, Feb 26: Hong 
Kong aims to cut spending by 
slashing 10,000 civil service 
jobs in an effort to rein in a ris-
ing defi cit, and plans a big AI 
push as it navigates headwinds 
from global economic uncer-
tainty, geopolitical tensions 
and a weak property market.

"It gives us a clear pathway 
towards the goal of restoring 
fi scal balance in the operat-
ing account, in a planned and 
progressive manner," said the 
city's Financial Secretary Paul 
Chan in announcing the fi nan-
cial hub's annual budget.

Chan said 10,000 civil servant 
jobs would be cut by April 2027, 
representing a reduction of 2% 
of the civil service in each of 
the coming two years. Public 
sector salaries will also be fro-
zen this year.

Chan said the "reinforced" 
fi scal consolidation pro-
gramme would see a cumula-
tive reduction in public expen-
diture by 7% from now till fi s-
cal year ending March 31, 2028. 
The spending cut would lay a 
"sustainable fi scal foundation 
for future development", he 
said, after a sharp fall in rev-

enue from land sales left the 
defi cit at HK$87.2 billion, near-
ly double the previous forecast 
of HK$48.1 billion.

Separately, in line with Chi-
na's growing push to develop 
self-reliance in AI and other 
high technology sectors in-
cluding robotics, Chan said 
Hong Kong would "leverage its 
strength as an international 
platform for stepping up the de-
velopment of the AI industry". 

HK to slash 10K civil service jobs, 
push AI in bid to reverse defi cit

10,000 civil service jobs to be cut 
before 2027, public sector pay 

freeze

Government aims for 7% 
expenditure cut by 2027-28

GDP forecast to grow 2-3 percent 
this year

Geopolitics to "bring challenges" 
to HK economy
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Business
DTH MERGER TALKS
Leading telecom services provider Bharti Airtel 
Wednesday said it is in talks with Tata Group for 
the merger of its loss-making Direct-To-Home 
(DTH) business. Airtel is 
holding discussions with the salt-to-software 
conglomerate for the merger of Bharti 
Telemedia, which offers cable and satellite TV 
services, with Tata Play, according to a 
regulatory fi ling from Sunil Bharti Mittal-led fi rm.

As we execute our 
broader strategy 
to strengthen and 

extend our international 
network, we are steadily 
advancing towards our vision 
of becoming a global player 
by 2030, fi rmly rooted in 
India and driven by 
continuous expansion
PIETER ELBERS | CEO, INDIGO

Govt inks pact 
with Paytm 
New Delhi: The government 
has inked an agreement with 
Paytm (One97 Communications 
Ltd) under which the company 
would provide mentorship, 
infrastructure support, 
market access, and funding 
opportunities to startups, 
an offi cial statement said 
Wednesday. The Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) was 
signed by the Department for 
Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) with 
Paytm to foster innovation 
and accelerate the growth 
of manufacturing and 
fi ntech startups in India, 
the commerce and industry 
ministry said. "As part of 
this collaboration, Paytm 
will provide mentorship, 
infrastructure support, 
market access, and funding 
opportunities to startups, 
helping them scale and 
innovate," it added. 

SpiceJet posts 
`26cr profi t 
New Delhi: Budget airline 
SpiceJet Wednesday reported 
a profi t after tax of `26 crore 
for the three months ended 
December 2024, helped by 
overall improved performance. 
The carrier had posted a loss 
of `300 crore in the year-ago 
period. “Total revenue surged 
by 35 per cent to `1,651 crore, 
driven by strong passenger 
demand, improved yields 
and enhanced operational 
effi ciency. Passenger Load 
Factor (PLF) stood at an 
impressive 87 per cent,” the 
airline said in a release. Its 
total revenue stood at `1,077 
crore in the 2024 September 
quarter. However, compared 
to `2,149 crore reported for the 
three months ended December 
2023, the total revenue is lower 
in the latest December quarter.

Micromax forays 
into RE space
New Delhi: Home-grown 
consumer electronics brand 
Micromax Informatics 
Wednesday announced its 
foray into renewable energy 
segment with the launch of 
Startup Energy.  This new 
venture aims to revolutionize 
solar panel manufacturing in 
India, driving the widespread 
adoption of sustainable energy 
and supporting the country's 
ambitious clean energy mission, 
a company statement said.  
As the world accelerates its 
transition to clean energy, 
Startup Energy is poised to play a 
pivotal role in India's renewable 
energy revolution, it added. 

SHORT TAKES

We are 
excited to 
join hands 

with Actis to 
accelerate the 
deployment of 
smart metering 
infrastructure in India
FEDERICO D'AMICO |  CEO, EDF

We are 
putting 
`100 crore. 

It will be used 
for incubation 
as well as 
acquiring 
minority stake in 5-6 startups 
at an early stage so that we 
do not dictate them. We don't 
want to get into the 
valuation game as it becomes 
too onerous for a startup but 
we want them to innovate in 
a more frugal manner
RONNIE SCREWVALA  | 
FOUNDER AND CEO, UPGRAD 

uoteu

India is a 
principal 
key market 

for us, and this 
successful bond 
issuance un-
derscores our 
unwavering long-term com-
mitment to the country. The 
fi nancing of VAH showcases 
our capacity to fi nd innova-
tive fi nancing solutions
JOSE ANTONIO LABARRA  |  CEO, ROADIS 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 26: Equity 
benchmark indices are facing 
massive corrections, with the 
NSE Nifty declining over 14 per 
cent from its lifetime high hit 
in September last year due to 
several negative triggers like 
stretched valuations, foreign 
fund exodus, disappointing 
quarterly earnings and rising 
global trade tensions dragging 
markets lower. 

The BSE benchmark Sensex 
hit its record peak of 85,978.25 
September 27 last year, and the 
Nifty also reached a lifetime 
high of 26,277.35 on the same 
day.

The Nifty tumbled 3,729.8 
points or 14.19 per cent from 
its all-time high level. The 
BSE bellwether index Sensex 
is down 11,376.13 points or 13.23 
per cent from its record peak. 

Equity markets came under 
bear attack from last October 
onwards after smashing many 
record high levels. 

“A correction of this mag-
nitude is usually triggered 
by a combination of factors. 
Investor sentiment was tem-
pered when a number of large 
corporations reported low-
er-than-expected Q3 results. 
Furthermore, the Indian stock 
market faced a diffi cult envi-
ronment due to Trump’s tariff 
threats and worries about In-
dia’s slowing economic growth, 
which caused international 
investors to keep selling. The 
Sensex witnessed a sharp de-
cline of over 13 per cent from 
its peak, driven by heavy FII 
outfl ows, negative technical 
indicators, weak corporate 
earnings and global econom-

ic concerns,” Puneet Singha-
nia, Director of Master Trust 
Group, said. 

“Additionally, weak US eco-
nomic data and infl ation risks, 
fuelled by President Donald 
Trump's tariffs, added to mar-
ket uncertainties.”

Singhania further said that 
foreign institutional investors 
(FIIs) are continuously selling 
their stakes in the Indian equi-
ty market. 

The total foreign fund out-
fl ows have gone past `1 lakh 
crore so far in 2025. 

“The weakness in the Indian 
rupee, along with heightened 
global uncertainties and expen-
sive equity valuations, is fuel-
ling the outfl ows. FIIs have been 
moving their money to markets 
with more appealing valuations, 
such as China. Another factor 
contributing to this exodus is 
the US president's trade policies 
and their effects on emerging 
markets,” he added.

Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP 
(Research), Mehta Equities Ltd, 
said, “FIIs showing no signs of 
putting brakes on their India 
exit strategy continue to weigh 
heavily on markets, with ex-
pensive valuations driving 
investors to curb their equity 
bets here.”

The Sensex has dropped 
3,536.89 points or 4.52 per cent 
so far this year, and the Nifty 
lost 1,097.25 points or 4.64 per 

cent.
On FIIs’ exodus, Akhil Puri, 

Partner, Financial Advisory, 
Forvis Mazars in India, said, 
“Rising US bond yields, a 
strengthening dollar, weaken-
ing Indian rupee, and stretched 
valuations in Indian equities 
have diminished the appeal 
of Indian stocks for foreign in-
vestors, triggering signifi cant 
outfl ows.”

Adding to investor concerns, 
earnings reports from key Indi-
an sectors, including consumer 
staples, automobiles, and build-
ing materials, have fallen short 
of expectations, raising doubts 
about corporate profi tability, 
he added.

On the road ahead for the do-
mestic equity markets, Singha-
nia said, “A recovery is feasible 
if corporate profi ts increase, the 
global economy stabilises, and 
the Indian government keeps 
enacting policies that are ben-
efi cial. But if global infl ation 
stays high, a recession hits, 
or FPI outfl ows persist, more 
corrections could also happen.”

Vinod Nair, Head of Research 
at Geojit Financial Services, 
said, “The market’s mood re-
mains cautious, with pessimis-
tic sentiments likely to linger 
until there is a marked im-
provement in corporate earn-
ings and a conducive environ-
ment with easy global liquidity 
and stabilised currency.”

Nifty tanks over 14% from 
record peak on FIIs exodus

Total foreign fund 
outfl ows have gone 

past `1 lakh crore 
so far in 2025 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 26: The worst 
seems to be over for the Indi-
an economy’s growth trajecto-
ry, a German brokerage said 
Wednesday.

GDP growth, which had 
slipped to a seven-quarter-low 
of 5.4 per cent in the Septem-
ber quarter leading to a lot of 
concerns over the economy’s 
strength, is likely to rise to 
6.2 per cent in the December 
quarter, the report by Deut-
sche Bank said.

“We think the worst is over 
as far as India's growth tra-
jectory is concerned but, even 
with the improvement of mo-
mentum, overall GDP growth 
is likely to remain below the 
potential growth rate of 7 per 
cent in FY26,” the bank's an-
alysts said.

In the report which comes 
a day ahead of the release 
of official data on economic 
performance, the analysts 
also said that we have to be 
cautious about the forecasts 
as there can also be a revision 
in previous years' data.

The brokerage added that 
its leading indicator derived 
from 65 high-frequency in-
dicators is also pointing to-
wards a 6.2 per cent growth.

The Reserve Bank is likely 
to deliver another rate cut 
of 25 basis points at the up-
coming review of the mone-
tary policy in April to help 
growth.

Minutes of the last policy 
reveal that all the members 
on the six-member monetary 
policy panel feel that rates re-
mained at restrictive levels, it 
said. After the April rate cut, 
RBI will focus more on the li-
quidity measures to ensure 
transmission of the 0.50 per 
cent repo rate cut to the real 
economy, it said, adding that 
more cuts are unlikely in the 
current cycle.

The central bank is already 
cognizant about the liquidity 
needs, and the recent USD 10 
billion swap announcement is 
‘encouraging,’ it said.

Worst over on 
India’s growth 
trajectory: Report

REUTERS 

New Delhi, Feb 26: India 
must double its annual solar 
and wind capacity additions 
over the next five years to 
meet its 2030 clean-energy 
targets, despite record addi-
tions in 2024, Global Energy 
Monitor (GEM) said in a re-
port Wednesday.

India added nearly 28 giga-
watts (GW) of solar and wind 
capacity in 2024, with solar 
power additions accounting 
for 70% of total additions, 
according to the country's re-
newable energy ministry.

The country has set a target 
to achieve at least 500 GW of 
non-fossil power capacity by 
2030, up from its current 165 
GW. However, India is still 
falling short of its previously 
set target to add 175 GW by 
2022.

“The pace of renewables de-
ployment needs to accelerate 
dramatically to reverse the 
rise in fossil generation and 
meet India's ambitious tar-
gets,” said GEM, a US-based 
research group that tracks 
global energy projects.

Despite a strong pipeline 
of renewable projects, fos-
sil fuels accounted for more 
than two-thirds of the total 
increase in power generation 

in 2024, according to the re-
port.

“A significant uptick in 
renewables deployment is re-
quired for renewable sources 
to expand upon their current 
one-fifth share of total gen-
eration and to eat into coal's 
dominance,” GEM said, add-
ing that renewables tend to 
generate power less readily 
than fossil sources.

India also plans to raise its 
coal-fired capacity by 80 GW 
by 2031-32, increasing the to-
tal from the current 220 GW, 
to ensure a reliable base load 
of power to meet growing do-
mestic electricity demand.

The expansion of renew-
ables will require navigating 
several challenges, including 
inadequate electricity trans-
mission infrastructure, lim-
ited energy storage capacity, 
and higher financing costs, 
according to GEM.

India must double RE 
capacity additions to 
meet 2030 targets
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Kolkata, Feb 26: Disburse-
ment of microfinance loans 
has declined 35.8 per cent to 
`22,091 crore during the third 
quarter ending December 2024 
as compared to the similar 
previous corresponding peri-
od, Microfinance Institution 
Network (MFIN), an umbrella 
body of the microfinance in-
stitutions (MFIs), said in its 
report.

Assets under management 
(AUM) of the MFIs at the 
end of December 2024 stood 
at `1,42,695 crore, showing 
a decrease of 0.1 per cent 
against the same period end-
ing December 2023. The aver-
age loan amount disbursed 
per account during the third 
quarter was `51,691 crore, 
registering an increase of 15.2 
per cent in comparison to the 
same quarter of the previous 
fiscal.

Portfolio at risk (PAR), de-
fined as unpaid loans of more 
than 30 days, deteriorated to 
8.8 per cent as of December 
31, 2024, compared to 3.5 per 
cent in the previous corre-
sponding period ending De-
cember 31, 2023, the report 
said.

During the current third 
quarter, NBFC-MFIs received 
debt funding of `12,921 crore, 
mainly contributed by the 
banks. The total equity of 
the MFIs increased by 9.3 per 
cent during the current third 
quarter and stood at `35,451 
crore.

CEO and director Micro-
finance Institution Network 
Alok Misra said, “The indus-
try is going through a period 
of curtailed funding due to 
stricter credit underwriting 
norms. The gross loan port-
folio (GLP) of the sector as 
of December 31, 2024, stood 
at `3,85,348 crore.”

Despite a strong 
pipeline of renewable 
projects, fossil fuels 
accounted for more 
than two-thirds of 
total increase in 
power generation

REUTERS

Washington, Feb 26: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump Wednesday 
urged Apple to scrap its diver-
sity, equity and inclusion (DEI) 
policies, a day after the iPhone 
maker's shareholders voted 
overwhelmingly to keep them 
in the face of growing pushback 
from conservative groups.

Big US companies, includ-
ing Meta and Alphabet have 
dropped DEI initiatives as 
Trump's returned to the pres-
idency.

He has called them discrim-
inatory and suggested the De-
partment of Justice could in-
vestigate if such efforts violate 
the law.

“Apple should get rid of DEI 
rules, not just make adjust-
ments to them. DEI was a hoax 
that has been very bad for our 
country. DEI is gone!!!” Trump 
wrote in a post on Truth Social 
that was in uppercase.

Apple did not immediately 
respond to a request for com-
ment.

Tuesday’s vote at the iPhone 

maker's annual meeting was 
seen as a test of sharehold-
er views on DEI programs, 
which many companies added 
or beefed up starting in 2020 
amid the Black Lives Matter 
movement.

Supporters of the policies say 
they address longstanding bias, 
inequity and discrimination. 
But proponents of the proposal 
against Apple's DEI had argued 
recent legal changes could re-
sult in an increase in discrimi-

nation cases if Apple continued 
such policies.

Trump issued an executive or-
der in January to end DEI initia-
tives in the federal government 
and private sector, saying such 
efforts discriminates against 
other Americans, including 
white people and men and weak-
ens the importance of merit in 
job hiring or promotion.

Apple has said it had an ac-
tive oversight effort to avoid 
legal risks and that the propos-
al inappropriately restricted 
management.

The company reports work-
force diversity data but sets 
no targets or quotas, focusing 
its DEI efforts on programs 
such as a racial justice initia-
tive that supports historically 

Black colleges and universities 
in the U.S.

Apple's "strength has always 
come from hiring the very best 
people and then providing a cul-
ture of collaboration, one where 
people with diverse back-
grounds and perspectives come 
together to innovate", CEO Tim 
Cook said at Tuesday's meeting.

But he also signaled the 
company may make some ad-
justments in response to new 
developments.

"As the legal landscape 
around these issues evolves, 
we may need to make some 
changes to comply, but our 
North Star of dignity and re-
spect for everyone and our 
work to that end will never 
waver," Cook said.

Trump asks Apple to end DEI policies after shareholders vote in favour
Big US companies, including Meta and Alphabet 

have dropped DEI initiatives as Trump's 
returned to the presidency 

MICRO-CREDIT FLOW 
DECLINES 35.8% IN Q3 REUTERS

New Delhi, Feb 26: The Euro-
pean Union plans to urge India 
to lower its high tariffs on cars 
and wine to boost trade, as it 
seeks to reduce its reliance on 
China, a senior offi cial from 
the bloc said, ahead of a visit 
by the European Commission 
president to New Delhi.

Echoing US President Donald 
Trump's threat of reciprocal 
tariffs, the offi cial said the EU 
would press India to cut tariffs 
on some goods and broaden 
market access for its products, 
while offering fl exibility on ag-
riculture issues to expedite free 
trade agreement talks.

“The Indian market is rela-
tively closed, especially to key 
products of commercial inter-
est to the European Union and 
our member states’ industries, 
including cars, wines and 
spirits,” said the offi cial, who 
requested anonymity due to 
the confi dential nature of the 
discussions.

EC President Ursula von 

der Leyen's two-day visit 
from Thursday, accompanied 
by leaders of EU member na-
tions, coincides with escalat-
ing geopolitical tensions, with 
Brussels and New Delhi set to 
outline key areas for deeper co-
operation under their strategic 
partnership.

Leyen will meet Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi Friday, 
followed by discussions with 
trade minister Piyush Goyal.

The next trade negotiations 
round is scheduled for March 
10-14 in Brussels.

The EU's call for lower tariffs 
comes amid Trump's threats to 
impose reciprocal tariffs from 
early April, which has caused 
anxiety for India's exporters. 
Analysts from Citi Research es-
timate potential losses of about 
$7 billion annually.

The EU is India's largest trad-
ing partner in goods, with trade 
nearing $126 billion in 2024, 
marking an increase of about 
90% over the past decade.

REDUCING RELIANCE ON 
CHINA

As part of its "de-risking" 
strategy, the EU aims to 
strengthen economic and se-
curity ties with India, diver-
sify supply chains, and reduce 
reliance on key products from 
China.

The EU also views India as a 
vital ally in addressing securi-
ty challenges, the offi cial said, 
including cyber threats and 
tensions in the South China 

Sea and Indo-Pacifi c.
Leyen is also expected to seek 

India's support for a "peaceful 
and just deal" for Ukraine's se-
curity, the offi cial said.

The EU and India could sign 
an agreement to share classi-
fi ed security information to 
tackle common threats such 
as cyber attacks and terrorism, 
while exploring defence equip-
ment trade.

Despite these potential bene-
fi ts, trade analysts said the visit 
may not yield tangible results.

For substantial cooperation, 
the EU should acknowledge 
India as a data-secure country, 
said Ajay Srivastava, founder 
of the Delhi-based think-tank 
Global Trade Initiative, and 
India's former negotiator on 
trade talks with the EU.

"While both parties have con-
cerns about China, neither sees 
it as a top priority," Srivastava 
said adding India is focused on 
border tensions with China, 
while the EU is more concerned 
with the Ukraine-Russia con-
fl ict and NATO matters.

EU to ask India to cut tariffs on cars, wine
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: The 
Indian men’s and women’s 
hockey teams opened their re-
spective campaigns in the FIH 
Hockey Pro League 2024-25 on 
home soil, playing eight match-
es each between February 15 to 
25 at the Kalinga stadium here 
Wednesday. 

The men’s team delivered a 
stellar performance, winning 
fi ve matches out of eight, and 
sitting third in the standings 
with 15 points, just one point 
behind joint-leaders England 
and Spain. They opened their 
campaign with a 1-3 loss against 
Spain but bounced back well 
with a 2-0 win against the same 
opposition. The men’s team 
next faced World No 4 Germa-
ny and despite losing the fi rst 
match, showed great defensive 
resilience the very next day to 
edge out a 1-0 win over the Ger-
mans. They then built on the 
momentum with back-to-back 
dominant wins over Ireland.

India were dealt an unfortu-
nate 2-3 loss against seasoned 
rivals England but thanks 
to a brace from Captain Har-
manpreet Singh in the next 
fi xture, the home side replied 
with a hard-fought 2-1 victory 
to end their Bhubaneswar leg 
on a high. Mandeep Singh and 
Sukhjeet Singh were the stand-
out performers for the men’s 
team bagging three crucial 
goals each for the side while 
the 21-year-old Rajinder Singh 

showed great promise.
The women’s team on the 

other hand had their ups and 
downs in the opening matches 
of the tournament. With two 
wins and two draws, India are 
currently sixth on the leader-
board with nine points. The 
women’s side opened its tourna-
ment on a strong foot with a 3-2 
win and a draw over England.

The women’s side was then 
dealt three losses on the trot, 
two against Spain and one 

against Germany, whom they 
defeated 1-0 in the following fi x-
ture. In the fi nal two games, In-
dia showed great valour and de-
termination against the World 
No 1 side the Netherlands.

Despite losing the fi rst fi xture 
2-4, India did well by winning 
over 13 penalty corners and 
pushing the Dutch side to its 
limit. On the fi nal day, India 
made a remarkable comeback 
to draw the game 2-2 and went 
on to win the bonus point in the 
shootout to end their home leg 
on a high.

Refl ecting on his team’s 
performances, Captain Har-
manpreet Singh stated, “I am 
extremely proud of the way 
the boys have performed. Win-
ning fi ve matches out of eight 
has given us a solid start to the 
tournament and we will build 
on this in the upcoming games. 
I am especially impressed with 
the young players who stepped 
up when needed and helped us 
win important points.”

“Also a special thank you 
to all the fans that turned up 
to cheer for us in the stadi-
um. Your continuous support 
means the world to the team 
and we promise to give our best 
on the fi eld ahead,” he added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 26: Former 
India opener and Mumbai stal-
wart Wasim Jaffer believes Vi-
rat Kohli will continue to play 
for at least three to four more 
years and is well on track to 
break Sachin Tendulkar's re-
cord of 100 international cen-
turies.

Kohli, 36, currently has 82 in-
ternational centuries across all 
formats, with his latest coming 
in India's commanding six-wick-
et victory over Pakistan in the 
Champions Trophy in Dubai.

But before this, Kohli had 
struggled for runs at home.

"As a cricket fan you want 
to see Virat as much as you 
can. With the form he was in 
(against Pakistan), nobody 
wants to see him get out. When 
he makes runs everybody is 
happy, and I am sure everyone 
wants Virat to play for 3-4 more 
years and break all records," 
Jaffer said during the launch 
of India Corporate T20 Bash 
(ICBT20), a corporate cricket 
league, here Wednesday.

"The century record is one 
that looks like Virat is going to 
break. When Sachin Tendulkar 
made 100 centuries it looked it 
will never be broken but the 
way Virat made runs since 2010 

it looks he will break that im-
possible thing. If Virat breaks 
that Sachin Tendulkar will also 
be very happy," he added.

"It will be unfair on Shub-
man to judge him with Virat 
Kohli, Shubman is making his 
own road. He is playing terrifi c 
cricket. In England series, he 
was man-of-the-series, he made a 
good start to the Champions Tro-
phy and I hope he will continue 
because everybody has expecta-
tions from him. He and the likes 
of Yashasvi Jaiswal are going to 
take Indian batting forward.”

"It is nice to watch the way 
he is playing cricket," he said.

Former South Africa open-
er Herschelle Gibbs, who is 
the brand ambassador of the 
ICBT20, echoed Jaffer's views, 
staying that Kohli has a lot of 
cricket left in him.

"I think its long time because 
of his (Kohli's) fi tness and his 
hunger, he can go for at least 
another 4 years. He is in the 
same boat like AB de Villiers, 
AB might have retired a bit too 

early but there were never is-
sues with their fi tness and hun-
ger. Virat's hunger for runs in 
unbelievable," Gibbs said.

Gibbs said India are favour-
ites to win the Champions Tro-
phy, and also lauded Gill as a 
"special player". 

"Shubman is a special talent, 
he is technically correct and bit 
more talented," he said.

The men’s team delivered 
a stellar performance, 

winning fi ve matches out 
of eight while the women’s 
team witnessed two wins 

and two draws

HOCKEY PRO LEAGUE: BHUBANESWAR LEG

Plenty of positives for Indian teams
Gill tops ICC ODI rankings, 
Kohli reenters top fi ve
Dubai: India opener Shubman 
Gill Wednesday consolidated his 
position atop the ICC ODI Batting 
Rankings after playing a big role 
in his team's qualifi cation for 
the semifi nals of the Champions 
Trophy. Gill, who scored a match-
winning 101 not out against 
Bangladesh and 46 against 
Pakistan in Group A matches 
played in Dubai this past week, 
has gained 21 rating points and 
moved up to 817 rating points, 
increasing the gap with second-
placed Babar Azam from 23 to 47 
points. Virat Kohli's unbeaten 100 
against Pakistan has helped him 
overtake Daryl Mitchell of New 
Zealand to fi fth position while KL 
Rahul has moved up two places 
to 15th position after notching an 
unbeaten 41 against Bangladesh.

Kohli can break Tendulkar's 
100-century record: Jaffer

The way Kohli copes 
pressure especially 
while chasing in ODI 

cricket is phenomenal
HERSCHELLE GIBBS | FORMER OPENER, 
SOUTH AFRICA
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Lahore, Feb 26: Ibrahim Za-
dran's majestic 177 and pacer 
Azmatullah Omarzai's fi fer 
trumped Joe Root's masterful 
hundred, as the brave Afghan-
istan registered a thrilling 
8-run win to knock a largely-in-
sipid England out of the Cham-
pions Trophy here Wednesday.

England are winless after 
two matches and in their last 
league match in Group B they 
will face South Africa, who al-
ready have three points along 
with Australia.

Afghanistan now have two 
points and will have to beat 
the Aussies in their fi nal group 

match to entertain the hopes of 
reaching the last eight.

For a long time, England's 
chase merely rattled along as 
the dismissal of Phil Salt and 
Jamie Smith jolted them ear-
ly. They were 30 for two then, 
and eventually ended up at 317 
all out with a ball to spare as 
pacer Omarzai (5/58) struck at 
crucial junctures.

But Root (120, 111b, 11x4, 
1x6) brought stability to En-
gland's innings through two 
alliances, adding 68 runs 
with Ben Duckett (38), who 
was dropped on 29, for the 
third wicket and then an 83-
run stand with skipper Jos 
Buttler for the fi fth wicket.

They were not really blazing 
partnerships but kept England 
afl oat, keeping them in the vi-
cinity of the asking rate.

But the jettisoning of Duck-
ett and Buttler prematurely 
curtailed those blossoming 
joint ventures, as Root had 
to shoulder the burden all by 
himself. Root's was a clever 
innings, as he hardly hit any 
ball in anger but still managed 
a strike-rate close to 100, and 
at times above 100.

But there those little fl our-
ishes which are so central to a 
Root innings such as a reverse 
sweep four off wrist spinner 
Noor Ahmad or a scooped six 
behind wicketkeeper off Fazal-
haq Farooqi.

He brought up his 17th ODI 
hundred with a single off 
Rashid Khan, and looked to 
stay on. But a rather tired ramp 
off pacer Omarzai ended in the 
gloves of keeper Rahmanullah 
Gurbaz. But England had an-
other willing soldier in Jamie 
Overton (32, 28b), who added 
precious 54 runs for the sev-
enth wicket, but a feeble heave 
off Omarzai ended his stint.

It also marked the end of 
England's journey in this tour-
nament.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 26: With the 
Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) setting up an ad-hoc 
committee to manage boxing 
in the country, Olympic bronze 
medallist pugilist Vijender 
Singh said he is ready to con-
test elections for the Boxing 
Federation of India (BFI) to 
help put things in order. 

Vijender, who won a bronze 
medal in the Beijing Olympic 
Games in 2008, had earlier in 
the day called for new and fair 
elections in the BFI and also 
advocated greater foreign ex-
posure for Indian boxers to in-

crease their chances of winning 
medals at the 2028 Los Angeles 
Games.

Asked whether he is inter-
ested in contesting in the BFI 
elections, Vijender replied in 
the affi rmative.

'Yes, why not I would like to 
stand for the elections (BFI) 
whenever it happens...Members 
will support or not that is a fu-
ture thing, I am not bothered 
about the results.” Olympic 
bronze medalist boxer Vijender 
Singh told IANS.

Vijender said building a 
strong federation is the need of 
the hour and he will be happy to 
contribute towards that if given 
a chance.

"The way our country is pro-
gressing in sports, I strongly 
feel that Indian boxers must get 
more foreign exposure in com-
petitions from now onwards to 
secure medals at the LA Olym-
pics 2028," Vijender posted on 
X Wednesday.

"For that, we need to conduct 
fresh and fair elections ASAP 
to build a strong federation. I 
will be more than happy to con-
tribute my experience if given 
any responsibility by our gov-
ernment. @PMOIndia @man-
sukhmandviya," he added.

I love boxing and will 
do anything to support 
and promote it

VIJENDER SINGH | EX-BOXER, INDIA

Yes, I would like to contest 
BFI elections: Vijender

AGENCIES

Running a marathon is 
not a walk in the park. 
Whenever one decides 

to take part in a marathon, ev-
eryone around them suddenly 
becomes an expert. Family 
members are full of unsolicited 
advice and friends start for-
warding you fuelling strategies 
on Instagram.

In a report, elite athletes and 
accomplished coaches shared 
pearls of wisdom on how peo-
ple can ace their fi rst 26.2 miles 
or become a marathon veteran 
looking to topple a previous re-
cord.

The experts were four-time 
Olympian and Coros athlete 

Eilish McColgan, world and 
Olympic champion triathlete 
Alex Yee, leading ultrarunner 
and Red Bull athlete Tom Ev-
ans, and University of Bath ap-
plied sport scientist Jonathan 
Robinson. 

One of the most common mis-
takes marathon runners make 
is getting too excited on the 
race day by trying new things 
like going for blindingly bright 
shoes and buckets of free energy 
gels. But the experts’ advice is 
to swerve all of it.

“Don’t try anything rogue on 
the morning of the race,” says 
McColgan. “Don’t try a new gel 
or drink or food. Don’t wear 
a new pair of shoes or socks – 
even clothing. Keep your rou-

tine exact the same.”
The second mistake mara-

thon runners should avoid is 
not giving themselves plenty 
of time to prepare. It’s a huge 
stress on the body, so one needs 
to prime himself to tackle the 
event. That means giving your-

self plenty of time to prepare, 
and gradually increasing your 
training load over time.

“Most people can’t do this in 
a couple of weeks,” says Rob-
inson. “As a rule of thumb, 
the number usually suggested 
is around 20 weeks of planned 

training, but clearly that will 
vary depending on your cir-
cumstances.”

The next common mistake 
runners make is not fi ne tuning 
their nutrition. The consequenc-
es of getting the nutrition wrong 
range from a slight stomach 
ache to unplanned evacuations. 

“We’ve done sports drinks 
studies with athletes, and you 
can have something that is per-
fect in theory, but if the athlete 
doesn’t like the taste of it or it 
upsets their stomach it’s obvi-
ously no good,” says Robinson.

According to the experts, 
wearing the right gear is para-
mount. Buying a snazzy pair of 
running shoes won’t transform 
anyone’s fi tness levels, but it’s 

still important to make sure the 
race-day clobber is up to snuff.

“This is a simple one, but a 
lot of people are wearing shoes 
that aren’t right for them,” Mc-
Colgan says. All marathon run-
ners must do strength training 
for injury prevention.

Last but not least, a marathon 
tends to last anywhere between 
two and six hours so a mindset to 
reach the fi nish line becomes nec-
essary as well as a robust body.

“The mindset is really im-
portant, and for me the most im-
portant thing is the ‘why’,” he 
tells me. “Why am I bothering 
to do this? If you have a strong 
why, you’re so much more like-
ly to be able to pull things off,” 
says  Evans.

What ex-olympians have to say for fi rst time marathoners

Indian senior women's 
team goes down to Korea 
Sharjah: The Indian senior women's 
team went down to Korea 0-3 in 
their concluding Pink Ladies Cup 
match at the Al Hamriya Sports 
Club Stadium here Wednesday. 
The Koreans, placed 20th in the 
FIFA rankings, led 2-0 at half time. 
While Choi Yoojung (8') and Choi 
Dagyeong (27') put Korea Republic 
in the lead in the fi rst half, Mun 
Eunju rounded off the tally in the 
81st minute. In the Pink Ladies Cup, 
India played three matches winning 
the opener against Jordan, before 
losing to Russia and Korea. As 
expected, the Koreans proved too hot 
to handle and camped themselves in 
the Indian half right from the word 
go. Credit to Crispin Chettri's girls for 
closing the gaps early. 

F1 testing with Ferrari 
begins for Hamilton 
Sakhir: Lewis Hamilton was 
fi fth-fastest in his fi rst session 
of preseason testing with Ferrari 
as his replacement at Mercedes, 
Andrea Kimi Antonelli, posted 
the fastest time. The 18-year-old 
Italian rookie topped the standings 
among the 10 drivers on track in 
Wednesday's morning session, 
also managing a joint-best 78 laps 
completed. Liam Lawson was .132 
of a second off the pace despite 
a spin.Hamilton was .406 down in 
fi fth as he completed 70 laps in the 
new Ferrari SF-25. Times in testing 
often don't refl ect a driver or 
car's true pace because of 
different strategies.

Fan sentenced 1-yr prison 
for racially abusing Akapo
Madrid: A soccer fan who racially 
abused former Cádiz defender 
Carlos Akapo during a league match 
at Granada three years ago has been 
given a one-year prison sentence 
by a Spanish court. The supporter, 
who was also handed a 14-month 
stadium ban, was caught on camera 
making monkey gestures towards 
Akapo, who is Black, during Cádiz's 
0-0 draw at Granada in February 
2022. Akapo, who now plays for 
Brazilian club Amazonas, applauded 
the news on social media. La Liga 
which reported the abuse to Spanish 
authorities at the time — also 
welcomed the long-awaited verdict.

Barca, Atletico 
draw 4-4
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Madrid, Feb 26: Barcelona 
and Atletico Madrid both ral-
lied from two goals down in a 
frantic 4-4 draw in the first leg 
of the Copa del Rey semifinals.

Atletico scored twice in 
the first six minutes Tuesday 
before conceding four unan-
swered goals and coming back 
to even the match with goals 
in the final 10 minutes, includ-
ing the equalizer by substitute 
Alexander Sorloth three min-
utes into stoppage time.

Barcelona saw Atletico 
jump to an early lead with 
goals by Álvarez in the 
first minute and Antoine 
Griezmann in the sixth, but 
the hosts tied the game by the 
21st minute thanks to goals 
two minutes apart by Pedri 
and Pau Cubarsí.

The Catalan club took a 
3-2 lead into halftime after 
Iñigo Martínez scored in the 
41st. Robert Lewandowski in-
creased the lead in the 74th.

Atletico pulled closer with 
Marcos Llorente in the 84th 
and Sorloth got the equalizer 
from close range.

The second leg will be 
at Atletico's Metropolitano 
Stadium will be in April.

ZADRAN 177, OMARZAI FIFER LEAD THE TEAM TO 8-RUN WIN

England knocked out by Afghanistan 
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