CM: Suspension on
refusal to file FIR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 7: Po-
lice officers will be suspended
if they refuse to file FIRs, Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
warned, Friday. Majhi said he
was himself a victim of ‘police
mistreatment’ when he was an
Opposition MLA.

“The police officer concerned
will be suspended immediately
if there is an allegation of refus-
al of filing FIR,” he said.

The CM made the statement
while inaugurating a new build-
ing of Nayapalli police station
here. He also virtually inaugurat-
ed 13 other police stations across
the state. The police stations
were built at a cost 0of 42 crore.

Sharing his experience during
his days in the Opposition, Ma-
jhi said, “Even I was told to get
out of the police station, made
to sit on the ground and the of-
ficer in-charge did not receive
my FIR. I have two experiences
of being mistreated at the police
station in Keonjhar district.”

He urged the police to treat
people with respect.

‘3 trains to originate from
Bhubaneswar New Station

BHUBANESWAR: East Coast
Railway (ECoR) has planned to
announce the originating and
terminating of three important
trains from/at Bhubaneswar
New Station.

According to ECoR officials,
Bhubaneswar-Mumbai Konark
Express, Bhubaneswar-Secun-
derabad Visakha Express and

- Bhubaneswar-Visakhapatnam
Intercity Express will arrive
and depart from Bhubaneswar
New Station. The date of imple-
mentation for these changes
will be announced shortly.

The introduction of these
originating trains will provide
immense benefits to passengers
from the northern parts of Bhu-
baneswar and adjacent areas.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Keep working hard, son. One
day, the CM might just
acknowledge it in the Assembly!

" Actor Tamannaah Bhatia
shares her views on love and
relationships amid speculation
about breakup with Vijay Varma
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Relief for Yoon

A South Korean court cancels
impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol’s
arrest warrant Friday, potentially
paving the way for his release from jail
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Elephant-dragon ballet
only right choice: China

As tensions between China and
the United States escalate after
the US doubled tariffs on Chinese
imports to 20 per cent, Beijing has
started singing a different tune
so far as the Sino-Indian ties are
concerned. Whether it is border
standoffs at Doklam or Galwan
valley clash in eastern Ladakh,
the neighbouring nation’s hostile
approach is universal. China al-
so irked India on multiple occa-
sions by blocking the entities and
individuals India suggested for
listing under the United Nations
Security Council’s list of terror-
ists affiliated to the Al Qaeda
and ISIS. However, in the face
of a trade war with the US, the
world’s second largest econo-
my appears to have softened its
stance towards India suggesting
to support each other rather than
undermine or undercut each oth-
er. Now, it remains to be seen how
joining up of the dragon and the
elephant counterbalances Uncle
Sam’s global hegemony.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, March 7: A ballet
between the elephant and the
dragon contributing to each
other’s success is the “only right
choice” for India-China rela-

tions, Foreign Minister Wang Yi
said Friday as he acknowledged
positive strides in bilateral ties
after the end of the military
standoff in eastern Ladakh.

There is every reason for the
two countries to support each
other rather than undermine
or undercut each other, Wang,
who is also a member of the
powerful political bureau of
the ruling Communist Party of
China (CPC), said at his annual
press conference here.

A “cooperative pas de deux”
between the dragon and the
elephant is the “only right
choice for both sides,” Wang
said while replying to a ques-
tion on how Beijing views the
course of bilateral ties after the
two countries ended the four-
year stalemate in the ties.

Bilateral relations between
the two Asian giants froze af-
ter the Galwan valley clash in
eastern Ladakh in June 2020.
The four year military standoff
ended last year.

China-India relations have
made positive strides over
the past year after last year’s
breakthrough, he said.

The successful meeting be-
tween President Xi Jinping and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in Kazan last October provided

strategic guidance for the im-
provement and development of
the bilateral ties, he said.

As two ancient civilisations,
India and China have enough
wisdom and capability to main-
tain peace and tranquillity in
the border areas pending a fair
and reasonable solution to the
boundary issue, said Wang.

“We should never allow bilat-
eral relations to be defined by the
boundary question or specific
differences to affect the overall
picture of our bilateral ties,” he
said in his widely televised press
conference held on the sidelines
of China’s annual parliament ses-
sion currently underway.

As important members of the
Global South, China and India
have the responsibility to take
alead in opposing hegemonism
and power politics, he said in
an apparent reference to the
United States.

The two countries must
not only safeguard legitimate
rights and interests of respec-
tive countries but also uphold
the basic norms governing in-
ternational relations, he said.

“If China and India join
hands, the prospect of greater de-
mocracy in international affairs
and the stronger Global South
will improve greatly,” he said.
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Y Markets end flat

—
=% Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty surrender

early gains to close almost flat

in a volatile trade Friday

26 SC-ST boarders
of govt hostels
died in 8 months

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
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“ Blow for Black Caps

' New Zealand pacer Matt Henry
has been rendered doubtful for the
Champions Trophy final against
India owing to a shoulder niggle
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Over 400 govt services
on WhatsApp in state

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 7: As
many 26 SC and ST boarders
died in the Odisha govern-
ment-run hostels since July 1,
2024, of whom six were suicide
victims, the Assembly was in-
formed Friday.

While replying to a question
of senior BJD member Ranendra
Pratap Swain, Minister for ST &
SC Development, Minorities &
Backward Classes Welfare (ST
& SC Development, M&BCW),
Nityananda Gond said 26 SC/ST
students died in various hostels
in the past eight months.

Six of them died by suicide in
the hostels while the remaining
20 lost their lives while under-
going treatment in various hos-
pitals, he said. As per the min-
ister’s reply, the deaths were re-
ported in 14 districts of the state.

Rayagada district report-
ed the maximum number of
deaths at seven, while three
such cases came to be known
from Koraput and Malkangiri
districts each.

The districts of Sundargarh
and Bargarh accounted for two
such deaths during the period.

Besides, Bolangir, Ganjam,
Jharsuguda, Kandhamal, Keon-
jhar, Mayurbhanj, Nayagarh,
Nuapada and Subarnapur dis-
tricts reported one such death
case each, Gond said.

Ice may exist on Moon at more locations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: Ice
could be present at more lo-
cations right beneath the
Moon’s surface at the poles
than previously thought, a
study of data collected by the
Chandrayaan-3 mission has
suggested.

Large, yet highly local,
changes in surface tempera-
tures can directly affect the
forming of ice, and looking
into these ice particles can
reveal ‘different stories about
their origin and history’, lead
author, Durga Prasad Kara-
nam, Faculty, Physical Re-
search Laboratory, Ahmed-
abad told this agency.

The Chandrayaan-3,
launched by the ISRO,
achieved a soft landing near

the Moon's south pole August
23, 2023. The lander touched
down at the edge of the Moon’s

south poie region, about 69 dre‘-
grees south latitude.
At this landing site — “a

Sun-facing slope angled at six
degrees” -- the authors found
that temperatures peaked at
about 82 degrees Celsius and
dropped to -170 degrees Celsius
in the night. However, barely
ametre away from the landing
point temperatures peaked at
about 60 degrees Celsius.
Further, the team developed
a model of how slope angle can
affect surface temperature at
a high lunar latitude, such as
the latitude of the landing site.
The model indicated that,
for slopes facing away from
the Sun and towards the Moon’s
nearest pole, a slope inclined at
an angle greater than 14 degrees
may be cool enough for ice to
accumulate close to the surface.
The slope conditions sug-
gested by the model were
found to be similar to those of

landing points, proposed for
NASA’s manned mission to
the Moon’s south pole.

The authors, therefore, sug-
gested that potentially, there
could be multiple places on the
Moon where ice can form and
be accessed more easily than
previously thought.

In response to a question on
the chances of ice turning into
water on the Moon, Karanam
said, “Water in liquid form can-
not exist on the lunar surface be-
cause of (an) ultra-high vacuum.
Therefore, ice cannot transform
into liquid, but would rather
sublimate to vapour form.”

However, ice is a potential
resource for future on-site ex-
ploration and habitability of the
Moon, and that more measure-
ments are needed to gain a com-
prehensive picture, he added.

Bhubaneswar, March 7: Peo-
ple in Odisha will now be able to
access over 400 government ser-
vices, including birth and death
certificates and driving licenses,
on WhatsApp, officials said.

An agreement regarding this
was signed between the Centre
for Modernising Government
Initiative (CMGI) and Meta In-
dia here on Friday. A total of
429 government services will be
available on a single WhatsApp
number, officials said.

Chief Secretary Manoj Ahu-
ja said, “The government of
Odisha is committed to deliv-
ering seamless public services,
ensuring that every citizen
experiences convenience and
efficiency at the last mile. This
commitment is underscored by
our investment in technology
and training, aiming to elimi-
nate bureaucratic hurdles and
enhance overall accessibility.”

Development Commissioner
Anu Garg said she was confi-
dent that the Unified WhatsApp
Bot will empower people.

CGMTI’s Executive Director
Vineet Bharadwaj said ease of

| | sy

access to public services is still
a challenge in Odisha.

“Currently, there are four
modes of accessing any public
service in the state - visiting the
office concerned, accessing the
web portal of the department
concerned, accessing the spe-
cific mobile app of that particu-
lar service, or through assisted
service (by visiting a Common
Service Center),” he said.

“Recognising the need for
a more user-friendly and ac-
cessible mode for public ser-
vice delivery, we believe that
WhatsApp will enable citizens
to avail the desired services on
a single platform through a sin-
gle number,” he added.

Bharadwaj said the state
government was aiming to
deliver all public services
notified under the Odisha
Right to Public Services Act
through WhatsApp by the end
of this year.

Meta India’s director of busi-
ness messaging Ravi Garg said,
“We are thrilled to partner with
the government of Odisha and
bring the power and reach of
WhatsApp to millions of people
in the state”
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Officials after signing of MoU between the state govt and Meta India, Friday

KIIT: Govt forms professors’ panel
to ensure academic environment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 7: Days
after the death of a Nepalese
student on the KIIT University
campus here, the state govern-
ment has set up a professors’
committee to safeguard the in-
terest of students and ensure
proper academic environment
at the private institute, Higher
Education Minister Suryaban-
shi Suraj said in the Assembly.

Government also summoned
six more officials of the private
institute to record their state-
ments on the death of the un-
dergraduate woman and the
subsequent attack on Nepalese
students of the institute.

The minister was replying to
a written question of Congress

member Taraprasad Bahinipa-
ti. The lawmaker asked what
measures the state govern-
ment has taken following the
death of 20-year-old Nepalese
student Prakriti Lamsal and
the subsequent unrest on the
KIIT campus.

“To safeguard students’ ac-
ademic interests and resume
classes smoothly, the Higher
Education Department has con-
stituted a special committee,
comprising two senior profes-
sors from Utkal University and
two from Rama Devi Women's
University. This committee
members will visit KIIT every 15
days for the next three months to
monitor the academic environ-
ment and later visit the campus
every month,” the minister said.
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resourceful and thereby =
can chew. Be confident of your abilities,
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You are creative, and

successful! Okay, you are ambitious, says
work hard and have faith in providence.

FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181*
today you will prove to be
Ganesha, but don't bite off more than you

[l TAURUS =

You will feel the burden of fi- P

nancial responsibilities on your

shoulders today, says Ganesha.

Do not let expenses bother you. Money will
come to you from unexpected sources later
inthe day. If you can maintain an impartial
judgement, then you will yield wonderful
results on the financial front, advises Ganesha.

Il GEMINI

You are extremely compet-
itive. And it doesn't matter
how far behind the compe-
tition is. So today, you will continue your
usual quest for getting better. You won't
have it any other way as you despise
mediocrity. You will find yourself in the
company of like-minded people who will
inspire you to study new subjects.

[l CANCER

Your business acquaintanc-
es will come forward in the
manner that may seem nothing short of
some divine intervention. This means
that they will virtually save your neck
from the guillotine, predicts Ganesha.
You will grow wiser in your spending
ways, as you will know what to buy and
what not to buy.

HlLEO

" Che Guevara may not hold
the beacon any more, and =
the best of the Beatles are
long gone. But your desire to revolutio-
nise the world is as strong as ever, sees
Ganesha. The best ideas are the ones that
come suddenly and subconsciously.
H VIRGO
Professionalism will be i
overshadowed by personal  Fg7, ™%
preoccupations. Drill your
way out of problems today by meeting
them head-on. Don’t get stuck up on the
_emotional front, especially in the evening,
cautions Ganesha.

H LIBRA
Trivialities should be the K ]

least of your concerns

today. Do not let the small

things faze you out. Remember that it

is the overall picture that matters, and
not one small stroke of the brush. Bear
this is mind, since you may come under
some pressure from subordinates at your
workplace. Just remember to consider all
possibilities before making any decisions.

[l SCORPIO

Work pressure will keep on

mounting today, predicts

Ganesha. But you shall handle

it with great style, all thanks to your pa-
tience. But keep a watch on the radar and
learn how to spot stress early and then
act on it as quickly as you can.

M SAGITTARIUS @RV
Look before you leap, says .
Ganesha. Cupid has strung =)
his bow and aimed an arrow

at you. Love's labour will easily aid you to
woo a young, tender heart. But don't be
swept away by easy prospects and guard
your reputation at all costs.

[l CAPRICORN

You will starve for some free

time, but will find it difficult

to steal even a minute from

your busy schedule, even if it is for
unwinding your overworked soul, says
Ganesha. In times like these, one can
hardly think straight, let alone be inno-
vative. You will, however, work your way
out by prioritising matters. By the end

of the day, your efforts may get paid off,
leaving you with the thought that it was
all worthwhile after all!

B AQUARIUS

Your ideas are bang on target

today! Everything you touch

turns into gold. You have it in

you to make it big, and the time is now.
When the going gets tough, the tough get
going — you've heard this before, now it's
time for some action, says Ganesha.

Stabbing with a pen is so

much more satisfying than

these lofty ideals in mind, you will launch
an assault upon your unsuspecting prey
eliciting cries of sheer ecstasy and
tremendous applause.

JAZZ ICON ROY AYERS
PASSES AWAY

Jazz legend Roy Ayers, renowned for
his hit Everybody Loves the Sunshine,
has passed away at 84. Ayers’ music
influenced generations, blending jazz,
funk, R&B and electronic sounds. His
seminal 1976 track continues to be
widely sampled in hip-hop and R&B.

Tamannaah’s
idea of love

Mumbai: Tamannaah Bhatia and Vijay Varma were quite open about their re-
lationship, often discussing each other in interviews. However, recent rumours
of their breakup have taken everyone by surprise. Gossip mills went abuzz
as reports of Tamannaah and Vijay calling it quits made it to the headlines, |
though the actors have yet to address these speculations. It is believed that £
they have decided to remain friends. Sl
In the midst of these rumours, the Baahubali actress shared her thoughts ;_f‘
on love during a recent podcast. She explained that love must be uncon- 4%
ditional, emphasising that people often confuse love with relationships. ,‘ ;
She stated, “I think people confuse between what love is and what a
relationship is. The moment it is conditional, I feel it ceases to be love. ‘}
Love can only be unconditional; it can only be ek tarfah (one-sided).
Love is an inside job, it’s how you feel for someone. The moment you
have expectations, you want people to do what you want them to
be doing, then that's just a business transaction. I've realised if I
have to love someone, I need to let them free, to be who they are.”
The actress also expressed that she feels happiest in a rela-
tionship, enjoying the companionship, but also noted that
it’s important to choose wisely who you allow to influence
your life. AGENCIES
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Parineeti
faces backlash

Mumbai: Parineeti Chopra is facing back- #
lash after a comment made during a recent |
interview sparked outrage. The controversy |
began when she appeared on a chat with host !
Rannvijay Singha for Mashable Middle East,
where they discussed their early job experienc-
es. When Rannvijay shared that he worked as
a construction worker in New York during his '
student days, Parineeti responded, “Oh fab... §
mine is not so embarrassing,” a remark that
quickly went viral and attracted sharp criticism.
The clip, posted online 7 March 2025, led many
fans and social media users to label her as “clas-
sist.” shows Rannvijay asking Parineeti if she
ever took up part-time gigs while studying. After
he mentioned his construction job, her reply caught
attention, and his follow-up was firm: “Well, mine
isn’t embarrassing either.”The exchange fueled a de-
bate, with netizens condemning Parineeti’s apparent
elitism. Critics pointed out that construction work
is a common and dignified job, especially for Indian
immigrants, and called her response out of touch
with the realities of working-class struggles.
Many expressed disappointment, highlighting
the importance of respecting all types of labor.
One user noted that any job that helps support
one’s family is never embarrassing. On the
professional front, Parineeti was last seen in
Amar Singh Chamkila, directed by Imtiaz Ali,
alongside Diljit Dosanjh.

BRODY COULD JOIN DICAPRIO
IN EVEL KNIEVEL BIOPIC

Academy Award winner Adrien Brody is
in discussions to join Leonardo DiCaprio
in Damien Chazelle’s Evel Knievel on
Tour. The collaboration is contingent on
DiCaprio’s involvement, with both actors

expected to bring significant star power to

this anticipated biopic.

CROSSWORD

Mumbai: In
a recent conver-
sation about the im-
portance of financial in-
dependence, actress Vidya
Balan shared her perspective
on why it is essential for women
to take charge of their finances.
Balan, who was recently announced
as the brand ambassador of a bank,
emphasised how understanding that
“money is power” was a turning point
in her life. Speaking about the impor-
tance of financial independence, the
actress shared, “I realised years ago
|/ that money is power. It’s not just about
| earning—it’s about being in charge of
your finances. You need to decide how
' to spend, save, invest, and grow your
| money because financial control gives
you the strength to take on life unapolo-
| getically and fearlessly. Too often, espe-
* cially for women, financial dependence
keeps them stuck in situations—whether
an unhappy marriage or a job that stifles
their passion. Many are unable to chase

Special film festival to

celebrate Aamir’s legacy

Mumbai: Aamir Khan will
be honored with a special film
festival in recognition of his
remarkable contribution to
Indian cinema on the occasion
of his 60th birthday.

The festival will showcase
his iconic films, celebrating
his legacy and impactful jour-
ney in the industry. PVR INOX
will present Aamir Khan: Cine-

E - ma Ka Jadugar, a special film

festival celebrating Aamir
Khan’s monumental con-
tribution to Indian
~ cinema.

Ajay Bijli,
Managing
Director,
PVR INOX
. Limit-
ed, ex-
Bl pressed
his admi- [ 3

\ ration for [
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' contribu- (\

tions, stat- AN
t ing, “We o
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Aamir Khan, a
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e er of Indian \

Vidya on
women’s
financial
independence

taken charge of their fi-
nances. I believe finan-
cial independence is em-
powering and essential
for everyone, but even
more so for women.”
When asked about the
significance of money, The
Dirty Picture actress ex-
plained, “What I love about
it—besides the obvious—is
the purchasing power it
provides. Not just for mate-
rial things or security, but
for the freedom to live life
on your terms. Money isn’t
the key to happiness, but fi-
nancial stability allows you
to experience life fully.”
IANS

cinema. He has never shied
away from courageous scripts
and has played a pivotal role in
shaping the film industry as we
know it today.”

“Watching 3 Idiots made us
realise the importance of chas-
ing excellence over success—
something that has always been
at the core of Aamir’s philoso-
phy. Aamir Khan’s films have
conveyed powerful messages
while simultaneously break-
ing box office records,
setting bench-
. marks that few

A can match,” he
added.

Aamir will

be celebrat-
ing his 60th
birthday

March 14. As

per reports,
/ the super-

star will host
{ a grand and
£ star-studded
g party to mark
the occasion.
IANS
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
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manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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downtown

Pravati Parida
Deputy Chief Minister, Odisha

1. Women in Odisha have
long been central to the state’s
socio-economic development,
contributing  significantly
across both formal and infor-
mal sectors, particularly in
agriculture, small enterprises,
and the often unmeasured but
significantly crucial activities
of homemaking. Women make
up half of our society, and no
true development can happen
without them. Any responsible
government must recognize
this. For us, it was only nat-
ural to not just acknowledge
this but to make it a key part of
our development vision, when
voted to power. We made it a
part of the manifesto and it is
fair to say that the people of the
state embraced our vision - we
were voted to power ending the
24-year-old rule of BJD in the
state.

2. As soon as the new govern-
ment was formed, not a single
day was wasted and in its first
meeting dated 17th June 2024,
the cabinet decided to roll out
SUBHADRA- the largest wom-
en empowerment initiative in
the history of Odisha.

3. Being the Minis-
ter-in-Charge of the Department
of Women and Child Develop-
ment, which was mandated
to roll out the scheme, it was
incumbent on the entire team
of the Department to develop
the scheme with all its details
like detailed guidelines, SOP,
financial budgeting, execution
plans etc.

4. In formulating the guide-
lines, several women empow-
erment schemes of the country
as well as different countries
of the world were studied in
great detail. We held thorough
discussions at the beginning to
define the basic contours of the
scheme and became clear that
unless we listened to the tar-
get group’s needs, the scheme
would remain another official
government document having
no connect with the ground.

5. To this effect, stakeholder
consultations were organised
in 10 districts of the State solic-
iting the opinions of the wom-
en themselves regarding their
needs and expectations from

the Government. I take this
opportunity to thank all those
women who helped shape the
core vision of the scheme - the
target age group and the idea of
transferring the scheme bene-
fit directly to the beneficiaries
in their single-holder bank
accounts. These are the two
central pillars around which
the entire scheme literature
has been formulated.

6. The suggested target
age group was 21 to 60 under
the Scheme as it is the most
economically productive age
group since a majority of the
women workforce belonged to
this age group. Recognizing
its importance, we made this
the first pillar of the scheme.
The second key suggestion
was transferring the scheme
benefits directly to the benefi-
ciaries in their single-holder
bank accounts which made
DBT the obvious choice for
implementation. With these
two central pillars in mind,
the entire scheme was woven
to maximise the inclusion
of the needy and to exclude
the well-off. The scheme’s
core structure was further
refined through a series of
deliberations starting from
the Department to the State
Cabinet.

7. With the basic framework
in place, an estimation was car-
ried out to arrive at the num-
ber of potential beneficiaries
based on the available census
data and the electoral database
pertaining to the scheme age
group. The estimated number
of beneficiaries was slightly
over one crore based on the
rigorous exercise done by the
Department and all and all
stakeholders were directed
to factor this into their bud-
get planning. A total of 55,000
crore was allocated for the
scheme, with 11,000 crore ear-
marked for 2024-25, thus mak-
ing it the single largest women
empowerment scheme thus far
in the history of Odisha.

8. SUBHADRA is an excel-
lent example of how technolo-
gy can be leveraged to ensure
that the entire process - start-
ing from beneficiary selection
until the benefit transfer can
be made hassle-free for the
applicant, ensuring transpar-
ency, and promoting progres-
sive desirable traits among cit-
izens, benefiting both society
and the state, while making the
process error-free.

9. The most vulnerable sec-
tions of the population have,
for years, been covered under
NFSA, with states often sup-
plementing it through their
own initiatives. Naturally,
SUBHADRA prioritized iden-
tifying beneficiaries from this
pool first. And in attestation of
our vision, most of the scheme
beneficiaries were identified
from this. The scheme also ex-

SUBHADRA: GATEWAY TO TRANSFORMATIVE
WOMEN-LED DEVELOPMENT IN ODISHA

SAHITYA AKADEMI HONOUR FOR
SUVASH SATAPATHY

Bhubaneswar: Distinguished Odia translator and journalist Suvash Satapathy
has been awarded the prestigious Sahitya Akademi award for translation for
2024, official sources said Friday. The award recognises Satapathy’s outstanding
contribution to the literary world through ‘Kokishialira Ekaka Nrutya’, his Odia
translation of Ruskin Bond’s autobiography ‘Lone Fox Dancing’. The award
includes a cash prize of Rs 50,000 and a copper plaque, which will be presented
to Satapathy along with 20 other awardees later this year.
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tends benefits to those outside
the NFSA/SFSS framework
with detailed provisions en-
suring their inclusion under
SUBHDARA - truly a scheme
designed to encompass all.
Civil society members work-
ing in the field of women em-
powerment have been co-opt-
ed as members of different
committees constituted under
the SUBHADRA Guidelines to
ensure that the voice of people
is heard and reflected in the
decision-making process for
the inclusion of an applicant
or otherwise.

10. Odisha Computer Appli-
cation Centre (OCAC) under
the Electronics & Information
Technology Department has
been our partner in the IT
Implementation part of SUB-
HADRA and played a crucial
role in designing a robust por-
tal to manage the entire 1 crore
plus estimated women and has
served the implementation
of SUBHADRA magnificent-
ly. The registration process
through CSKs/MSKs has been
remarkable with over 60 lakh
registrations completed within
the first few days of rolling out
the scheme. The collective in-
volvement of all stakeholders
—Department Officials, District
Administration, and other De-
partments - in reaching out to
people and educating them on
scheme guidelines through
SUBHADRA Sachetana Raths,
SUBHADRA Swagat Padaya-
tras and other awareness activ-
ities has shown the way to how
a truly participative scheme is
to be rolled out redefining the
role of all stakeholders. With
over 1.08 Crore registrations
SUBHADRA is a testament to
how rural populations can ef-
fectively use technology when
it is made accessible in the cor-
rect manner.

11. The Aadhaar Payment
Bridge System (APBS) was
selected as the preferred DBT
platform and NPCI (National
Payment Corporation of India)
has played a crucial role in en-
suring seamless transactions
despite the involvement of
multiple stakeholders.

12. Similar to the implemen-
tation of any such large-scale
initiative, we faced tremen-
dous challenges but strong
teamwork from everyone in-
volved, and a clear vision of
our objectives helped us over-
come them. It is important to
acknowledge the crucial role
played by the field function-
aries comprising Anganwadi
Workers, Anganwadi Help-
er, ASHA Workers, Women
SHG Members, Community
Resource Persons etc. as they
have been particularly instru-
mental in ensuring that every
applicant facing difficulties
was reached and supported.

13. With disbursements
made to over 98 lakh bene-

ficiaries thereby ensuring
their financial inclusion in
a span of six months of our
Government’s formation, the
scheme stands out as a re-
sounding success in terms of
implementation. As the first
scheme in India to adopt the
Central Bank Digital Curren-
cy (CBDC) effectively for ben-
efit disbursement directly into
digital wallets and promoting
digital financial transactions
by incentivising digital trans-
actions, SUBHADRA has set
the benchmark for the entire
country in realising the dream
of Digital India Initiative of
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modiji.

14. We are all set to release
the second instalment under
the scheme on 8th March.
By that time, we are almost
certain to reach over 1 crore
SUBHADRA beneficiaries.
Setting Rakhi Purnima and
International Women’s Day for
benefit disbursement reflects
the government’s commitment
to a women-led development
agenda.

15. It has been well-estab-
lished that financial assistance
made available to women ini-
tiates a significant multiplier
effect on the economy. As per
the Odisha Economic Survey
2024-25, the implementation
of the Odisha government's
flagship scheme, SUBHADRA,
could lead to gross output im-
pact in the range of Rs 1 lakh
crore to Rs 1.5 lakh crore over
a five-year period.

16. To gain deeper insights
into the scheme’s impact, the
Department has signed an
MoU with IIM Sambalpur for
undertaking concurrent eval-
uation of the scheme.

17. SUBHADRA has been
designed to reach every
woman in need of support
across the state providing
unconditional support to
address the unmet needs of
women while also fostering
entrepreneurship dreams
by enabling many women
to become micro-entrepre-
neurs. KUHA SUBHADRA
and SUNA SUBHADRA have
been institutionalised as two
dedicated response centres
where the scheme-related
information is disseminated
and the aspirations of our
women are heard. MoU has
been signed with the World
Skill Centre for the upgrada-
tion of the skillsets of women
who decide to embark on the
journey of entrepreneurship.
Several initiatives are under-
way to nurture this vision and
I am confident that, just as the
scheme has been successful-
ly rolled out, the women of
Odisha will succeed in their
entrepreneurial journey. For
Odisha’s women, their Path
to Transformation has just

2,966 Agniveers, 227 Naviks
graduate from INS Chilka

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 7: A to-
tal of 2,966 Agniveers, including
402 women, of the Indian Navy
passed out from INS Chilka, the
Navy's premier training estab-
lishment in Odisha, Friday.

Additionally, 288 senior sec-
ondary recruits (medical as-
sistants) and 227 Naviks also
graduated on the occasion.

The passing-out parade (POP)
marked the culmination of 16
weeks of rigorous naval train-
ing, and was held in a unique
post-sunset ceremony.

The parade was reviewed
by Vice Admiral V Srinivas,
while Commanding Officer of
INS Chilka was the conduct-
ing officer with Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief of the
Southern Naval Command,
Commodore B Deepak Aneel
also in attendance. The event
was witnessed by the family
members of the graduates.

The POP not only signifies
the successful completion of
initial training but also marks
the beginning of a new chapter
for the Indian Navy, according
to an official statement.

The Indian Navy emphasis-

es on a gender neutral envi-
ronment to transform these
men and women into a combat
ready, credible, cohesive, and
future-ready force, it said.

During his address, Com-
manding-in-Chief of the South-
ern Naval Command congrat-
ulated the trainees for the suc-
cessful completion of the course
exemplifying hard work, disci-
pline and commitment.

He impressed upon the Ag-
niveers to hone their skills and
be technologically aware, while
imbibing the Navy's core values
of duty, honour and courage.

He urged them to uphold
the honour of the nation while
charting their course with
courage and determination.

The chief guest awarded med-
als and trophies to meritorious
Agniveers.

Devraj Singh Rathore and
Pramodh Singh received the
chief of the Naval Staff Rolling
Trophy and Gold Medal for best
Aginveer in the MR and SSR
categories, respectively.

Mansa Gulivindhala was
awarded with the Gen Bipin
Rawat Rolling Trophy for Best
Woman Agniveer in the overall
order of merit.

Call for shift to sustainable
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NEW BEGINNING: Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi inaugurates the new building of Nayapalli police station in
Bhubaneswar, Friday. Ekamra-Bhubaneswar MLA Babu Singh and DGP Yogesh Bahadur Khurania are seen oe pioto

No supply cut for non-payment
of electrlclty bills in summer

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 7:
The state government Friday
instructed the Energy depart-
ment not to cut power supply
of consumers during the on-
coming summer months in the
event they failed to pay their
bills.

Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement Minister Suresh Pu-
jari said the decision has been
taken keeping in mind the
inconveniences it will cause
during the scorching season.

“We have issued instructions
to the Energy department to
ensure uninterrupted power
supply during the summer sea-
son. We have also directed them
that if anyone is not able to pay
electricity bills must not suffer
any power cut during this hot
weather,” Pujari said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence Pujari said that keeping in
mind the heatwave likely this
year, all departments have been
directed to take appropriate ac-
tion. He said according to the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) forecast, there is no
possibility of heatwave in the
state at present. “However, we
are monitoring the situation on
a daily basis,” he said.

Pujari instructed the Pancha-
yati Raj & Drinking Water and
the Housing & Urban Develop-
ment departments to identify
water-stressed areas in various
villages, padas and wards and
ensure drinking water supply.
He also instructed them to pro-
vide water through tankers,
open drinking water service

centres and water tanks at mar-
ketplaces, bus stands and other
crowded places, repair old tube
wells, expedite piped water sup-
ply system, make arrangements
for providing daytime shelter to
the homeless and needy in shel-
ter homes and community cen-
tres in rural and urban areas.

The Water Resources depart-
ment has been instructed to
provide required water to the
canals from reservoirs. The
Fisheries and Animal Resourc-
es Development department
has been instructed to make ar-
rangements for drinking water
for roaming animals and cattle.

Schools, colleges and tech-
nical educational institutions
have been asked to ensure re-
pair of defunct tube wells and
keep sufficient ORS available.
Outdoor activities have been
banned in schools and colleges
during hot weather.

The departments of School
and Mass Education, Higher Ed-
ucation, Skill Development and
Technical Education have been
directed to change the school
timings as per the advance in-
formation on heatwave.

Similarly, the Women &

Child Development department
has been directed to provide
drinking water facilities and
sufficient ORS packets to ASHA
and Anganwadi workers. An-
ganwadi centres also have to be
kept open only in the morning
hours, the minister said.

The Health and Family Wel-
fare department and OSDMA
have been instructed to ar-
range for treatment of heat-
stroke patients in PHCs, CHCs
and district headquarters
hospitals, along with making
life-saving medicines, saline
and ORS available.

Arrangements for sunstroke
awareness among the public,
training of district level and
other medical officers on sun-
stroke management in health
centres will be provided by
OSDMA. “Funds will be pro-
vided for this,” he said.

The Information and Pub-
lic Relations department and
OSDMA have been directed
to create awareness among
the public regarding summer
season by publishing posters,
leaflets and dos and don’ts for
the protection of human and
animal resources.
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menstruation practices

RESHMI YADAV,OP

Bhubaneswar, March 7: With In-
dia generating an estimated 113,000
tons of menstrual waste annually
from 12.3 billion discarded dispos-
able pads, experts and advocates on
‘International Women's Day’ called
for a shift to sustainable menstrua-
tion practices in the country.

This is in the backdrop of findings
that most of these pads contain up
to 90 per cent plastic which will
take 500 to 800 years to decompose,
and often end up in landfills, water
bodies, or are incinerated, releasing
harmful toxins.

“The widespread use of dispos-
able pads is creating a severe waste
crisis,” said Surabhi Jain, Director
of Ecosustain Forums and Joint
Secretary, Orissa Environmental
Society.

“An average user generates
125-150 kg of menstrual waste in a
lifetime. We need to shift to biode-
gradable alternatives like organic
cotton pads, which decompose in
six months to a year, or menstrual

cups, which are reusable for up to
10 years,” said jain who is also an
environmental expert.

Sustainable menstrual products,
including cloth pads, biodegradable
pads, menstrual cups, and period
panties, are gaining traction these
days. However, hygiene concerns
remain a challenge.

To deal with the issue, Sarojini
Sadangi, gynecologist and former
professor at SCB Medical College
and Hospital (SCBMCH), stressed
the need for spread of awareness.

“There is more focus on menstrual
hygiene now, but many adolescents
lack proper knowledge. Reusable
pads can be beneficial if maintained
properly. Personally, I wouldn’t rec-
ommend menstrual cups, as many
women find them difficult to use and
clean,” she said.

However, despite such con-
cerns, many women are making
the switch. Rosalin Sahu, a college
student, shared her experience:
“I started using a menstrual cup
for economic reasons—one pur-
chase lasts for years. Awareness
programs helped me realise how
harmful disposable pads are to the
environment. As women, we must
take responsibility for our health
and the planet.”

Proper disposal of menstrual
waste is another pressing issue.
While some institutions have in-
stalled incinerators, many lack
adequate facilities. Advocates
urged women to lead in respon-
sible disposal methods and called
for improved waste management
infrastructure.
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Embrace selfless service

downtown

for inclusive society: Guv

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7:
Youth is the future of our na-
tion, and by choosing the path
of selfless service, they can
contribute to building a pro-
gressive and inclusive society,
said Governor Hari Babu Kam-
bhampati while speaking at the
state level Youth Red Cross
(YRC) and Junior Red Cross
(JRC) award giving ceremony
at the New Abhishek Hall at Raj
Bhawan here Friday.

Quoting Mahatma Gandhi’s
words, “Be the change you
want to see in the world,” the
Governor encouraged young
volunteers to take initiative,

Vijaya Lakshmi
Mohanty appointed
advisor to Pre;ident_

&

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 7: Vi-
jaya Lakshmi Mohanty has
been appointed as the advisor
to President Droupadi Murmu
recently. A native of Rairang-
pur and the director of the Hu-
man Resources Development
Centre (HRDC) at Sri Sri Uni-
versity (SSU) in Cuttack, Mo-
hanty became the first woman
from Mayurbhanj as well as
from the state to hold the pres-
tigious position.

Mohanty is a multifaceted
personality with a remarkable
career. She gained recogni-
tion for her work in shaping
professional lifestyles and
fostering public relationships.
She also earned widespread
acclaim for her biography of
President Droupadi Murmu.
Under the spiritual guidance
of her mentor, Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar, she was instrumen-
tal in establishing the first
home-based global university
in Cuttack and played a signif-
icant leadership role.

In her academic career,
Mohanty was awarded a gold
medal at the university level
and has more than 23 years of
experience in the education
sector. She currently serves
as the head of HRDC and pub-
lic relation at SSU. She also
serves as the director of the
Sri Sri Advanced Global Cen-
tre for Conflict Resolution and
Peace Studies.

Along with Mohanty, six
other individuals have been
appointed to the advisory
positions at the President’s
Secretariat. They include,
Rajendra Prasad Mishra as the
additional private secretary,
Arbinda Kumar Marndi and
Sabita Rani Hemrom as the
principal private secretaries,
Beni Marndi and Balaknath
Naik as the assistant private
secretaries, and Manoj Biswal
as the personal assistant.

inspire others, and create a
lasting impact through the act
of kindness and service.

The ceremony recognised the
contributions of YRC and JRC
volunteers, counselors, and
units for their humanitarian
work from 2019-20 to 2023-24.

Kambhampati praised their
dedication, calling them essen-
tial in promoting compassion,
volunteerism and leadership
among young people.

“Youth Red Cross and Junior
Red Cross provide a platform
for students to engage in so-
cial welfare, health aware-
ness, disaster response, and
voluntary service,” the gov-
ernor said, adding that their

efforts significantly contrib-
ute to building a resilient and
compassionate society.

Highlighting the challenges
of the modern world—rang-
ing from natural disasters
to public health crises—the
Governor described Red Cross
volunteers as beacons of hope.
“Their work not only saves
lives but also inspires others
to contribute towards a better
society,” he noted.

Congratulating the awardees,
he expressed pride in Odisha’s
strong Red Cross network. He
said that the JRC units active-
ly function in all schools across
the state, with over 10 lakh
volunteers, while YRC units
operate in more than 3,000 col-
leges, involving one lakh active
volunteers.

He also commended the
Odisha State Red Cross for its
dedication to strengthening the
YRC movement and fostering a
culture of social responsibility.

Indian Red Cross Society,
Odisha State Branch secre-
tary Ganesh Chandra Patra
delivered the welcome address,
while principal secretary to
the Governor NBS Rajput also
spoke on the occasion. A total of
79 YRC volunteers and 24 JRC
volunteers were honoured with
awards during the event.

Gram-Utthan marks IWD
with spiritual awakening

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 7: In
order to commemorate the
International Women’s Day
(IWD), under this year’s theme
‘Accelerating Action: Gender
Equality’, Gram-Utthan organ-
ised an event titled ‘Spirituality
in Grihastha Jevan’ at Buddha
Temple premises here Friday.

The event was graced by
Swami Brahma Nishtananda
Saraswati - founder of the Swa-
mi Chidananda World Peace
Foundation, along with Marg
Advisory Services and Beads
marketing director Pragyna
Mishra and Team Admark Pvt
Ltd managing director Nishi-
kant Mishra.

Addressing the gathering,
Nishtananda Saraswati shared
insights on spirituality and stat-
ed, “Following a religious path
does not necessarily make one
spiritual. True spirituality comes
from regulating desires, uplifting
knowledge, and maintaining bal-
ance in personal and family life.”

Swamiji highlighted how
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modern life is becoming increas-
ingly materialistic, drawing
people away from fundamental
values and urged everyone to
practice patience, tolerance,
compassion and forgiveness.
Speaking at the event, Pragyna
Mishra emphasised that if wom-
en recognise their inherent abil-
ities and enhance their capabili-
ties and skills to become self-re-
liant, they can accelerate both
personal and societal growth.
Nishikant Mishra highlighted
the role of women in the work-
force and said, “As more and
more women actively participate
in the economy, gender equality
will become more effective.”
The event included a yoga
and pranayama session. Over
200 women and their spouses
from Gram-Utthan’s Work-
force Development (WFD)
programme attended the

event, supported by Sahabha-
gi Services Pvt Ltd, Forum for
Integrated Development and
Research (FIDR), Future Gen-
erali, Kotak Life, Aqua Health,
and Team Admark Pvt Ltd.
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DEVOTIONAL ENSEMBLE: Baul Badshah Madhu Sudan from Kashigram performs during 13th annual festival of sufiana and other devotional
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songs ‘Samarpan 2025’, organised by Bhubaneswar Music Circle and Odia Language Literature and Culture department at Rabindra Mandap in

Bhubaneswar Friday
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‘Govt silent on rising crimes against women’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: The
Congress Friday hit out at the
BJP over alleged increase in
crimes against women in Odi-
sha, claiming that 54 incidents
of gang-rape have taken place
in the last eight months with
the ‘double-engine government
remaining silent’.

Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee president Bhakta
Charan Das said the Central gov-
ernment should pay attention to
the situation in Odisha and if it
is unable to do so, the Supreme
Court should order the state gov-
ernment to change its attitude.

“For the last 24 years, the Bi-
ju Janata Dal government was
in power in Odisha. Meanwhile,
the BJP and BJD together ruled
Odisha from 2000 to 2009. The
BJP government has been in
power for the last eight months.

Session on challenging gen

POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, March 7: On the eve
of International Women’s Day,
departments of Journalism
and Mass Communication and
Political Science, Ravenshaw
University (RU), in collabora-
tion with the Central Bureau
of Communication (CBC), Bhu-
baneswar, and the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
organised a special session
titled ‘Challenging women
stereotypes: Women Can Do
Anything’ here Friday.

The event was graced by
Press Information Bureau and
CBC, Bhubaneswar additional
director general Akhil Kumar
Mishra as the chief guest. Other
dignitaries included varsity’s
PG Council chairperson Luna
Samant and Sailabala Women’s
Autonomous College Political
Science department head Mou-
sumi Pattnaik.

The session focused on break-

Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi himself has stated that
3,420 women and 8,403 children
are missing,” Das said.

“There have been 54 inci-
dents of gang-rape in the last
eight months. Along with this,
incidents of rape and murder
of minor girls are continuously
increasing in Odisha. All this
is happening, but the BJP’s
‘double-engine’ government is
silent,” he claimed.

The government of India
should pay attention to the in-
creasing crimes against women
in Odisha, because if measures
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Special event oa the eve of International W

ing gender stereotypes and em-
powering women to take on lead-
ership roles in different fields.
Addressing the gathering,
Mishra highlighted the trans-
formative power of conver-
sation and communication
in driving empowerment. He
urged young minds to em-
brace curiosity, seek answers
fearlessly, and engage in
meaningful discussions with
family, friends, and elders. En-
couraging women to challenge
stereotypes, he emphasised
the importance of questioning
societal norms. Advocating

SR

are not taken to stop the crimes,
they will keep increasing, he said.

“If the government is not able
to pay attention to them, then
the Supreme Court should con-
sider it. A sitting judge should
order the government to change
its attitude and understand re-
sponsibility,” he said.

“The rate of crimes against
women in Odisha was 9.3 per cent
in 2022. But now 31,000 cases have
been registered, which shows an
increase of eight per cent. Mostly
tribal and Dalit women are affect-
ed in this,” Das said.

He said that until these wom-

der stereotypes at RU
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for collective well-being, he re-
marked, “My happiness may
not always be my family’s hap-
piness, but my family’s happi-
ness is my happiness.” Dream
big, persevere, and turn your
aspirations into reality through
unwavering determination, he
added.

Speaking at the event, Sa-
mant highlighted women’s
contributions across various
roles and said, “Women play
vital roles as mother, sister,
daughter and wife. They have
the strength and ability to han-
dle any responsibility.”

en get justice, the Odisha unit
of Congress will continue to
raise its voice against this ‘in-
justice’. Newly appointed AICC
in-charge of Odisha Ajay Lallu
said the Congress ‘gheraoed the
CM’s residence’ and the issue
was raised in the state Assem-
bly under the leadership of CLP
leader, but he alleged the gov-
ernment did not listen and the
Assembly was adjourned.

“Now March 10, we will sur-
round all the district headquar-
ters. Let us tell you that all the
incidents that have happened
have happened with the sisters
from tribal, backward and Dalit
classes. Women are not safe in
Odisha,” he said, demanding
that unregistered cases be reg-
istered. The Congress will form
a delegation in Odisha and will
provide legal aid to all the peo-
ple in every village whose cases
are not registered, he said.

WEATHER

BBSR CTC
Max Temp 33.4° 31.8°
MinTemp 16.5° 17.0°
Humidity 74%  78%
Rainfall Nil Nil
FORECAST
Mainly clear sky
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2km radius around Debrigarh Sanctury declared shock free

THE SANCTUARY AREA IS SURROUNDED BY 68 VILLAGES, WITH POPULATION RANGING FROM 200 TO 1000 INHABITANTS IN EACH VILLAGE.

DEPENDENT ON THE FOREST FOR DAY TO DAY ACTIVITIES, THEY J

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 7: Two
kilometer zone around the De-
brigarh Sanctuary (DS) has been
declared as ‘Shock Free Zone’
and ‘Zero Electrocution Zone’,
jointly by eco development
committee (EDC) of surrounding
villages and forest department.
The sanctuary area is sur-
rounded by 68 villages, with
population ranging from 200
to 1000 inhabitants in each
village. Dependent on the for-
est for day to day activities,
they joined hands together
and agreed to make the sen-
sitive area as shock free.

Several poaching incidents
have been marked in the zone
due to electrocution in last de-
cade including death Schedule
1 species such as Royal Ben-
gal Tiger and Leopards. The
villages are predominantly
agriculture oriented and put
electric hooks for saving crops
from depredation as well as
for poaching of Wildboars and
Sambars for meat.

Hirakud Wildlife Division
(Debrigarh Sanctuary) Divi-
sional Forest Officer Anshu
Pragyan Das said, “As there
is a regular movement of an-
imals from the sanctuary to
outside during dawn and dusk,

N N

making this zone free from
electrocution was most essen-

* TR,

tial. Twelve patrolling teams
(72 squads) with 6 dedicated

vehicles are engaged with
metal detectors and live wire
detectors to keep a check.”
EDC elections in the 68 villag-
es were conducted during Feb-
ruary and new presidents were
elected in presence of forest
officials with a vision to make
the 100km border shock free for
animals. Majority of presidents
elected are women with good
communication skills so that
the mission becomes successful
in long run with their support.
The western part of the sanc-
tuary is more prone to traps,
snares, electric hooks for
poaching of wild animals. As
long as 500 meter long electric

OINED HANDS TOGETHER AND AGREED TO MAKE THE SENSITIVE AREA AS SHOCK FREE

hooks have been recovered
from the sanctuary area and
subsequent legal actions have
been taken. With the challenge
to stop poaching activities,
strengthening community
support is necessary. The vil-
lage teams have joined hands
with the patrolling units in
order to make the 2km bor-
der as zero electrocution and
shock free zone, Das said.

“When one animal in a herd
falls in trap - it also gives stress
and shock to other animals the
herd. Zero poaching will prob-
ably increase the animal popu-
lation in the sanctuary by 20 to
30 per cent,” she added.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-SaiAudio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-909007 1530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090080404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 8938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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Sambalpur schools riddled
with unresolved land issues

Though land concerns

of all higher secondary
schools and most high
schools have been
addressed, only 133 of 1,045
primary schools in the
district have land pattas

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, March 7: Most
state-run primary schools
across Sambalpur district are
embroiled in long-standing
land issues, which remain un-
resolved despite government
assurances. While most of the
high schools and higher second-
ary schools have been granted
permanent land pattas, nearly
90 per cent of primary schools
running in the district continue
to struggle with land-related un-
certainties, affecting their sta-
bility and future development.
Regarding the lack of land
pattas, state Revenue and Di-
saster Management Minister
Suresh Pujari in August, last
~year had promised that all the
educational institutions in the
district, which are functioning
in uncertainty, will be allotted
land pattas by the end of De-
cember. However, the newly

Forester injured
in bear attack
while dousing fire

- POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhanjanagar, March 7: A
forester was seriously injured
in a bear attack while trying to
douse a fire in Tarasingh range
of the North Ghumusar forest
division late Friday night.

The injured forester, Kala
Badan Das, was admitted to
Bhanjanagar Hospital in criti-
cal condition. As his condition
worsened, he was referred to
the MKCG Medical College and
Hospital in Berhampur for ad-
vanced treatment.

The incident occurred Friday
night when Kala Badan was en-
gaged in firefighting operations
in Brahman Sahi forest under
Tarasingh range. A bear, likely
fleeing for its life from the fire,
attacked him. Other staff mem-
bers present at the site rescued
and rushed him to Bhanjanagar
Hospital for treatment.

Upon receiving information,
Divisional Forest Officer (DFO)
Himanshu Shekhar Mohanty
and Ranger Bimbadhar Sahu
rushed to the scene and ar-
ranged medical assistance for
the injured forester.

ZSI scientists discover new roundworm
species in Keon]har name it after head

ing habits contribute significantly to
maintaining a balanced and healthy
soil ecosystem, the ZSI director said.

Crassolabium dhritiae is charac-
terised by its medium-sized, slender
body, rounded lip region, long phar-
ynx and certain specific features in
its female reproductive system and

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

elected BJP government in
state seems to have forgotten
the promise, leaving function-
ing and development of schools
in limbo.

As per the data provided by
the District Education Office,
all 36 higher secondary schools
and 173 out of 193 high schools
in the district have so far re-
ceived permanent land pattas,
effectively addressing their
land concerns.

Additionally, a decision was
also made to separate Gangad-
har Meher Higher Secondary
School and Government Wom-
en’s Higher Secondary School
from Gangadhar Meher Uni-
versity (GMU) and Government
Women’s College, respectively.

While land has been identi-
fied for both the educational
institutions at various loca-
tions in Sambalpur city, land
pattas have not been officially
issued yet.

According to reports, 3 acre
land at Professor Colony near
Budharaja under Sambalpur
Municipal Corporation (SMC)
and 2.5 acre land owned by
Budharaja Temple were desig-
nated for the Gangadhar Meher
Higher Secondary School. Sim-
ilarly, decision has been taken
to acquire land near Putibandh
for the Government Women’s

Higher Secondary School.

Despite these decisions, the
process remains incomplete
with no final land allocation
made so far.

The situation is far direr for
primary schools, where land
patta allocation has been slow
and dismal. Out of 1,045 prima-
ry schools across nine blocks
in Sambalpur district, only 133
have received permanent land
pattas. As per reports, the sta-
tus of block-wise distribution
of land pattas to the primary
schools in the district is as
follows: 13 out of 128 schools
in Bamra block, 21 out of 161
schools in Dhankauda block, 17
out of 131 schools in Jamanki-
ra block, 21 out of 107 schools
in Jujomura block, 16 out of 90
schools in Kuchinda block, 17
out of 94 schools in Maneswar
block, 19 out of 106 schools in
Naktideul block, eight out of 121
schools in Rairakhol block, and
only one out of 107 schools in
Rengali block.

The slow progress of land pat-
ta allocation to primary schools
raises serious concerns about
the state government’s ability
to fulfil its commitment.

While most of the higher
secondary schools and high
schools have resolved their
land issues, primary schools in
rural areas remain the worst af-
fected. “Many primary schools
either lack their own land or do
not have proper land ownership
documents, making it difficult
to issue permanent land pat-
tas,” admitted an official from
the Education department, who
did not want to be named.

The ongoing land crisis rais-
es serious concerns about the
future of primary education
in the district, as uncertainty
over land ownership continues
to hinder the development of
these schools.

RSP logs best performances
in major production areas

PNN & AGENCIES

Rourkela, March 7: Rourkela
Steel Plant (RSP) has delivered
an impressive performance in
key production areas during
the first eleven months of the
current financial year 2024-25
(April-February).

Blast Furnace-l1 (BF-1)
and Blast Furnace-5 (BF-5)
produced a record-breaking
9,13,292 tonne and 28,47,561
tonne of hot metal, respective-
ly, marking their best-ever
April-February performance.

BF-5 registered a growth
of 8.9 per cent over the cor-
responding period last year
(CPLY). The state-of-the-art
Hot Strip Mill-2 rolled 19,58,063
tonne of total hot rolled coils,
setting a new record for its best
April-February performance,
with a growth of 8.3 per cent
over CPLY.

The Sheet Shearing Line
(SSL) also produced 2,39,402
tonne, achieving its best-ever
April-February performance.
Similarly, the New Plate Mill
recorded its best April-Febru-
ary performance by producing
8,43,856 tonne of plates.

The ZSI said in a statement that

Kolkata, March 7: The Zoological
Survey of India (ZSI) said that a
group of scientists associated with
it discovered a species of soil-dwell-
ing roundworm in Keonjhar district.

The species, Crassolabium dhri-
tiae, is named after ZSI Director Dr
Dhriti Banerjee in recognition to her
outstanding contributions to zoolo-

gy and taxonomic research.

the discovery was made in the ‘dec-
can peninsula biogeographic zone’
in Keonjhar by a research team led
by Dr Debabrata Sen, while Dr GP
Mandal and Samprit Deb Roy were

its other members.

These microscopic organisms,
though often overlooked, are vital to
soil health and play a crucial role in
nutrient cycling and organic matter
decomposition. Their diverse feed-

Additionally, Sinter Plant-III
produced 3,38,26,691 tonne of
sinter, surpassing its previous
best performance of 33,77,805
tonne achieved in April-Feb-
ruary 2022-23.

Several units of the steel
plant met their Annual Pro-
duction Plan (APP) targets in
February 2025. BF-5 recorded
its best-ever February produc-
tion, tapping 247,594 tonne of
hot metal.

HSM-2 also achieved its best
February production, roll-
ing 214,690 tonne of hot rolled
coils, while SSL registered its
best February performance
by producing 28,043 tonne of
HR sheets.

a distinct tail shape.

nematodes.

Zoologica Bulgarica.

“This discovery is a significant ad-
dition to our understanding of nem-
atode biodiversity. Crassolabium
dhritiae brings the total number of
known Crassolabium species world-
wide to 39, with nine now recorded
in India. This highlights the impor-
tance of continued research in these
understudied ecosystems,” Sen said.

Banerjee congratulated the re-
searchers for the discovery and
emphasised the importance of soil

The news of the finding was pub-
lished in the online journal Acta

-

FIGHTING FIRE: A forest personnel tries to douse a wildfire at a forest under Mujagarh forest range and North Ghumusar forest division in Bhanjanagar

of Ganjam district, Friday

‘OP PHOTO

Truck runs over teen in cement factory

Kin allege cover-up bid

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, March 7: A teenager
was killed in a truck accident
at the Ramco Cement Factory
near Haridaspur in Jajpur dis-
trict Friday morning at 9:30am,
police said Saturday. The de-
ceased, identified as Madhab
Das, 17, son of Gopinath Das
of Shyamsundarpur village
under Jenapur police limits,
was run over by an on-site
loading truck.

Sources said Madhab had
entered the plant with his el-
der brother’s truck and the ac-
cident occurred due to unsafe
conditions at the loading site.
His father alleged that the facto-
ry hid the body in a bid to cover
up the incident, claiming that
the authorities removed the
body from the plant premises
under the pretext of taking him
for treatment.

3 youths killed in
head-on collision
between car, bike

POST NEWS NETWORK

G Udayagiri, March 7:
Three youths were killed in a
tragic road accident Friday at
Shreekala Ghat Road near Dara-
maha under G Udayagiri police
jurisdiction in Kandhamal dis-
trict. A car and a motorcycle col-
lided head-on, resulting in the
deaths of the three individuals.

The victims were identified
as Shubham Nayak of Kalinga
village, and Shankar Pradhan
and Shrihari Pradhan of Ga-
dingia village.

According to reports, the
three youths were riding a mo-
torcycle from Katingia when
they collided with a car travel-
ling from G Udayagiri to Raikia.
All three died on the spot.

G Udayagiri Police Station
IIC Vijay Kumar Swain re-
sponded to the incident and
launched an investigation.
One of the deceased was found
trapped beneath the car, and
his body was retrieved with
the assistance of fire service
personnel.

The car driver and another
person have been detained by
police for questioning.

In response, locals and family
members staged a protest at the
factory gate Saturday, demand-
ing justice and the return of the
body. They also questioned why
the minor was allowed inside
the factory and suggested the
possibility of foul play.

Informed, Dharmasala
police reached the spot and
launched an investigation
into the case, while a platoon
police force has been deployed

to maintain law and order.
Dharmasala police station
Officer-In-Charge Ranjan Ku-
mar Majhi confirmed that an
investigation is ongoing and
legal action will be taken.
Despite causing significant
pollution, Ramco Cement has
been allegedly operating for
nearly six years without con-
ducting public hearings with
the affected people. The state
government has granted all

necessary permissions to the
company. Although it was
claimed that raw materials
and finished products would be
transported via rail, the compa-
ny has been illegally using road
transportation instead. This
recent accident highlights the
ongoing violations. Yet, neither
the district administration nor
the government has questioned
how Ramco Cement continues
production with such impunity.

Man bludgeons wife to death

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, March 7: A drunk-
en man bludgeoned his wife to
death in a fit of rage Friday after
an argument broke out between
the couple near a brick kiln in
Kalaitola village under Sundar-
garh Town police station.

The accused, Manglu Oram,
45, and his wife, Emen Oram,
35, had a strained relationship
and often fought over various
issues, according to police. On
the Thursday night, the cou-

ple attended a wedding cere-
mony in the locality. Manglu
returned home ahead of his
wife, but after some time went
looking for her as she did not
return.

Upon finding her near the
brick Kiln, they argued again.
In a drunken state, Manglu
fatally smashed Emen’s head
with a brick, Sundargarh
Sub-Divisional Police Officer
(SDPO) Nirmal Chandra Mo-
hapatra said.

After the incident, Manglu

did not return home and in-
stead went to a neighbour’s
house and slept. His daughter,
who had just completed her
Class X board examinations .
two days earlier, noticed her
parents were missing and be-
gan searching for them. She
eventually found her father at
the neighbour’s house.

When she asked him about
her mother, Manglu told her,
“She won’t return because I
have Kkilled her,” and then went
back to sleep, the SDPO said.

T.P HOTEL

Market Square, Grand
Road, Puri, Odisha

Requires Boys / Girls for
Restaurant & Hotels

(2) STEWARD BOY

(1) INDIAN, CHINESE AND
SOUTH INDIAN CHEF

)
(3) HOUSE KEEPING STAFF
(4) HELPER FOR KITCHEN
(5) FRONT OFFICE BOY
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can be verfied on the SEBI website (i

AN INVESTOR EDUCATION AND
AWARENESS INITIATIVE

Do join us to learn more about Mutual Funds.
Date and Venue:

Saturday, 8th March 2025; 6:00 p.m. onwards.
at Hotel New Marrion, Janpath Road, Bhubaneswar - 751 001, Odisha.
For registration, please contact: Manas Ranjan Mohanty, Mobile: 99370 26801.
Registration is compulsory. The registration time will be from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
No walk-ins will be allowed.

MUTUAL FUND

BHAROSA AFND KA
An Investor Education and Awareness Initiative

fkey-know-how 1o know more about the process to complete a one-time Know Your ]
C\Jsbﬂ'\er (KYC) requirement to invest in Mutual Funds. Investars should only deal with register Mutual Funds, details of which

Pl. Contact following No.:

9437037032, 9937057190

#es.himl). For any queries, laints & grievance redressal,

invesiors may reach out to the AMCs and [ or Imesh:n Relations Officers. Addionally, inveslors may also lodge complaints
directly with the AMCs. i they are nol satisfied wiih the resalutions given by AMCs, they may raise complaint through the
SCORES porial on hitps.scores.govin. SCORES porial faciitates investors %o lodge complaint online with SEBI and
subsequently view its status. In case the investor s not satisfied with the resolution of the complaints raised directly with the AMCs
o through the SCORES partal, they may file any complaint on the Smart ODR on hitps:smartodr nfiogin

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.

(R)uco BANK

Zonal Office, UCO Bank Building,
2nd Floor, C-2, Ashok Nagar,
Bhubaneswar-751009, Tel: 0674-2620423

(Under Section 13(4) of the Securitization & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act., 2002 read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 for Inmovable Property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the UCO Bank, Concerned Branches under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security interest Act, 2002 {No. 54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers
conferred under section 13 (12} read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notices under
section 13(2) of the said Act calling upon the Borrower/Partners/Guarantor to repay the amount with interest at the contractual rate
together with incidental expenses and costs within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. The Borrower having failed to
repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/Partners/Guarantor and the public in general that the undersigned has
taken POSSESSION of the properties described here-in below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under section 13 (4) of the
said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules. The Borrower/Partners/Guarantor in particular and the public in general are hereby
cautioned not to deal with the properties and any dealings with the properties will be subject to the charge of the UCO Bank,
Concerned Branches for an amount plus interest, incidental expenses & charges thereon.

POSSESSION NOTICE

For Immovable Property

BRANCH / Name and Address of the
Borrower/Partners/Guarantor

Amount

Outstanding as on
Specified Date

Date of Demand /
Possession
Notice

Description of the Immovable Properties

CUTTACK MAIN BRANCH /

Borrower:M/s. Gyaneswari Associates,
Prop.: Mr Y. Satish Kumar / Guarantor:
Mr.Y. Srinibas Rao, S/o0.: Mr. Y. Rama
Rao, Both are At: Baunshagali, P.O.: Buxi
Bazar, Dist.. Cuttack-753001

35,98,972.29
as on 04.03.2025
+ further interest &
other charges thereon

13.11.2024
/

06.03.2025

Mr. Y. Rama Rao, Total Area : 1742
South: Plot No.: 2097, West: Mr. Bansidhar Sahoo

An Area of Land admeasuring Area: Ac.0.040 Dec.,
situated in Mouza: Tarola, Thana: Tangi, Thana No.:
72, Tahasil: Tangi-Choudwar, Tahasil No.: 166, Dist.:
Cuttack, bearing Mutation Khata No.: 620/370, Plot
No.: 2049/3963, Kissam: Gharabari, Property in the name of Mr. Y. Srinibas Rao, S/o.:
square feet, Bounded by North: Road, East : Own,

BAJRAKBATI BRANCH /

Borrower:

Cuttack-754005

M/s. Sai Krupa Fuels,
Partners: 1) Mr. Ranjit Mohapatra, S/o.:
Mr. Debendra Mohapatra, 2) Mrs. Sunita
Mohapatra, W/o.: Mr. Ranjit Mohapatra,
Both are at Flat No.: 303, Block-B,
Metro Greenwoods, Trisulia, Dist.:

¥1,00,59,234.76
as on 13.12.2024
+ further interest &
other charges thereon

26.12.2024
/ Balianta No.:
03.03.2025

Super Built up Area 1151 Sqft.,

All that part and parcels of Flat No.: 204 at 2™ Floor
of "Harshpriya Retreat" at Mouza: Andilo, Thana:
14, Tahasil: Balianta, Plot No.: 328,
under Mutation Khata No.: 623/195, Dist.:
measuring an area of Ac.0.220 Dec., The interest
transferred is Impartible undivided Interest extent Area: Ac.0.012 Dec. i.e. 522.72 Sqft with
Recorded in the name of Mr. Ranjit Mohapatra and
Mrs. Sunita Mohapatra, Bounded by North: Open Space, East: Open Space, South: Open
Space, West: Corridor & Flat No.: 203

Khurda

Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 07.03.2025

Authorised Officer, UCO Bank
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Witness and stand back
from Nature that is the first
step to the soul’s freedom.

SRI AUROBINDO

Old Case, New Queries

Mumbai court has ordered an FIR against former SEBI chief

Well, here’s a financial thriller twist no one saw coming—a

Madhabi Puri Buch over alleged regulatory lapses in a case

that dates back to 1994! Talk about digging deep.
But this isn’t just about an old IPO listing. Buch has been in the
limelight recently for all the wrong reasons. First, Hindenburg Re-
search alleged that she and her husband held stakes in offshore en-
tities linked to the Adani Group—raising questions about whether
SEBI’s investigations into the conglomerate were truly independent.
She called the allegations baseless.
Then came fresh political heat. The Congress claimed Buch earned
rental income from a company under SEBI’s scrutiny while still bene-
fiting from ICICI Bank stock options long after leaving the bank. ICICI
quickly denied making any payments beyond standard retirement

benefits.

And even inside SEBI, things weren’t exactly smooth sailing. Re-
ports suggest that towards the end of her tenure, employees staged
protests over “unfair work practices,” and when she left, there was

no farewell—just the door.

So, is this FIR a long-overdue reckoning or a convenient distraction?
Why unearth a 30-year-old case now? And how much of this is about
regulatory lapses versus the bigger power struggles at play?

oower Post

THE SINKING AID SHIP

Nilima Gulrajani

reign aid is being
slashed across the
Global North, nowhere
more so than in the US.
Within his first month back in
the White House, President
Donald Trump dismantled the
US Agency for International
Development (USAID) and froze
foreign aid, calling it wasteful
and fraudulent. The UK recently
followed suit, trading off its in-
ternational-aid budget for higher
defense spending. Advocates of
official development assistance
(ODA) rightly argue that it saves
lives and serves national inter-
ests. But that does not change
the fact that the system has been
hemorrhaging credibility and
resources for years and lacks a
convincing narrative.

The upcoming United Na-
tions Conference on Financing
for Development, set for mid-
2025 in Seville, Spain, will likely
reiterate the long-held but rare-

NS
Forei

gn aid has become n eay target ih

high-income countries that face growing
fiscal deficits, cost-of-living crises, and new
security concerns

ful and friendly relations among
nations.” The US was the fore-
most champion of these goals:
in his 1949 inaugural address,
President Harry Truman called
for a “bold new program” for
sending technology and capital
to help nations afflicted by pov-

question remains relevant to-
day. Even before Trump set his
sights on US foreign aid, the ra-
tionale for such assistance had
become increasingly tenuous.
In recent years, Global North
countries have directed their
aid budgets toward a range of

assistance as inefficient and
ineffective. In 2024, seven na-
tional governments and the
European Union announced
$17.2 billion in cuts to ODA
to be implemented sometime
between 2025 and 2029. Now,
the Trump administration has
slashed some $60 billion in for-
eign assistance, while the UK
will shrink its aid budget by
roughly £6 billion ($7.6 billion)
per year. Given that the world’s
second-largest donor, Germany,
spent $27 billion less than the
US on foreign aid last year, it
will be difficult for any country
to fill such a large gap.
America’s abrupt inward turn
underscores the need to reimag-
ine a global aid system built for
a world order that no longer
exists. One way to do this is to
commission an independent,
high-level review of the global
aid regime that can articulate a
new paradigm that does not rely

. . AMERICA’S ly met target for high-income  erty, disease, and misery. foreign-policy priorities, ma-  onthe benevolence of any single
Delhi’s power shift ABRUPT  countriestospend 0.7% of their By the 1950s, Americawasac-  ny of which follow the letter  donor. A Pearson Commission
Delhi’s corridors of power B ABU Do M gross national income on ODA.  tively promoting foreign aidas  but not the spirit of ODA, as 2.0 could outline several new ra-
just got a fresh dynamic— INWARD TURN What is really needed, however,  auniversal obligation, bothto  defined by the OECD's Devel-  tionales for international trans-
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta BYT E S UNDERSCORES is an independent commission  avoid shouldering the financial =~ opment Assistance Committee.  fers, present alternative finan-
now has IAS officer Madhu < @M - -« cceceoeeecercccncoroncecs on the future of the internation-  burden alone and to find com-  This includes directing devel-  cial and policy frameworks, and
Rani Teotia as her Secretary. Dl l l p Cheria 7 - THE NEED TO al aid system that can forgea  mon cause with anti-communist =~ opment assistance to Ukraine, explore new global institutional
With two women in key lead- REIMAGINE A newpolitical consensusonthe  allies. That led, in 1961, to then- ~ amiddle-income country which  arrangements to minimize aid
ership roles, does this signal a rationales for foreign aid, while =~ US President John F. Kennedy  in 2023 became the largest-ever  dependency and reduce frag-
shift in governance style? Or will the city’s political and bureaucratic GLOBAL AID also articulatinga vision forthe = creating USAID. A decadelater,  recipient of foreign aid, while = mentation, while still providing
machinery continue business as usual? SYSTEM BUILT  post-aid world many are now  nearly all European countries  the share of aid reaching the  for the most vulnerable and help-
Strong leadership is key for a city as complex as Delhi, where FOR A WORLD demanding. Without an effort  had some kind of aid program,  poorest countries had declined, ing future generations prosper.
governance has often been a battleground between the state and the to recalibrate and reset foreign ~ and being a donor had become  and hosting refugees at home, As these massive aid cuts
Centre. That may not be an issue now with a BJP “double-engine” ORDER THAT NO  aid, the system will face death ~ synonymous with beingamod-  which now consumes at least  take effect, the risk of conta-
sarkar. Also, Rekha Gupta, known for her sharp political instincts, LONGER EXISTS by athousand cuts. Its ambition  ern, “developed” country. one-quarter of the aid budget  gion is real. Unless the inter-

now has an experienced bureaucrat by her side. Teotia’s track record
in public administration, particularly in health policy, could bring a
more hands-on, policy-driven approach to governance. But will that

translate into real change?

Historically, the presence of women in leadership has been linked to
_better policy outcomes in areas like healthcare, education, and social
welfare. Will this duo prioritize these issues, or will the daily tug-
of-war of Delhi politics dilute any potential impact? Also, will their
leadership style differ from their predecessors? Women in power are
often expected to bring a collaborative, inclusive approach, but politics

doesn’t always reward that.

Another question looms: will having two women in charge challenge
entrenched bureaucratic and political hierarchies, or will it reinforce
them? Leadership in Delhi is as much about navigating power struggles
as it is about policy. Gupta and Teotia may set a new precedent—or
they may find themselves playing the same old game, just with new

players. For now, Delhi watches.

What’s PMO’s game plan?

The appointment of former RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das as Prin-
_cipal Secretary-2 (PS-2) to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, alongside
Dr. PK Mishra as Principal Secretary-1 (PS-1), has set babu circles
abuzz. Seasoned babus are wondering whether this signals a gradual
transition, with Das eventually stepping into Mishra’s shoes, or if it
simply reinforces Mishra’s position as the key figure in personnel
affairs, with Das as a trusted lieutenant.
Despite its opacity, so-called pundits believe the move strengthens
the PMO by bringing in a macroeconomic expert with a solid track
record in finance and administration. Das’ linguistic versatility may
also help navigate the complex power dynamics at the top. While some
speculate that this could dilute the Finance Ministry’s influence, others
suggest that with Das and Cabinet Secretary Dr. TV Somanathan—both
from the Tamil Nadu cadre—working in tandem, coordination between
the PMO and the bureaucracy may only improve.
As for the PMO’s advisers, their role is unlikely to be diminished,
though there may be a realignment of responsibilities. In the larger
scheme of things, this development appears to be part of the Modi
government’s ongoing efforts to streamline and consolidate gover-
nance within the PMO, ensuring that efficiency takes precedence over

individual positioning.

of catalyzing sustainable devel-
opment will be left unrealized,
and an eighty-year interna-
tional cooperation regime will
likely collapse with no robust
alternative in its place.

The modern global aid regime
has looked brittle since the 2008
financial crisis. But America’s
withdrawal is a massive blow
to a system whose purpose is
laid out in Article 55 of the UN
Charter: “the creation of condi-
tions of stability and well-being
which are necessary for peace-

Even so, spending flagged
almost immediately. To reboot
donor support, in 1968, the
World Bank invited former Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Lester
B. Pearson to lead an indepen-
dent commission tasked with
finding a new rationale for
foreign aid. In other words, the
Pearson Commission sought
a persuasive argument for
why affluent countries beset
by domestic challenges should
be concerned about the plight
of low-income countries. The

The need for a nurturing ecosystem

Priyadarsini Das

ternational Women’s Day,

l celebrated on 8 March, isa
day dedicated to honoring

the achievements of women and
serves as a powerful reminder
of the ongoing struggle faced by
women around the world. This
year the International Women’s
Day is being celebrated under
the theme “For ALL Women
and Girls: Rights, Equality,
Empowerment,” calls for action
to unlock equal rights, power,
and opportunities for all and a
feminist future where no one is

commonalities and differences
across the communities. We
must understand that, equality
cannot be achieved through a
singular approach. Women from
various backgrounds, cultures,
and socio-economic strata face
unique challenges that ought to
be addressed through tailored
strategies in each region. While
thinking of women empower-
ment and equality we must also
understand that women across
the countries are not homoge-
nous as a community. Their

in seven countries. With other
public-policy priorities gob-
bling up resources earmarked
for development assistance,
the OECD's claim that a record
amount of foreign aid was spent
by donors in 2023 rings hollow.

Meanwhile, foreign aid
has become an easy target in
high-income countries that
face growing fiscal deficits,
cost-of-living crises, and new
security concerns. Right-lean-
ing governments, in particu-
lar, often portray this foreign

women entrepreneurs com-
pared to the national average.
Even then, the number game
should not be considered as a
testimony to effective participa-
tion of women in business and
entrepreneurship. In Odisha,
women entrepreneurs face the
same conventional challenge
of accessing funding, market
linkage, training, exposure, and
institutional support. We must
understand that more than 95%
of startups are either a micro
or a mini unit. Over a vast ma-

national community under-
takes a systematic effort to
understand the root causes of
the current crisis and explore
plausible solutions, countries
still investing in ODA may
start to worry that they are
just rearranging the deck
chairs on a sinking aid ship.

The writer is Principal
Research Fellow at the
Overseas Development
Institute.
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By promoting mentorship pro-
grammes, skill training, and in-
stitutional & financial support,
we can add further value to the
much needed ecosystem.

While women entrepreneurs
of Odisha have been making sig-
nificant progress in their entre-
preneurial journey, there needs
to be done a lot more. The state
government has made signifi-
cant efforts in promoting wom-
en entrepreneurs with the help
of organizations like MSME De-
partment, Startup Odisha, Odi-
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“ Sometimes I think we're alone in the universe, and sometimes |
think we're not. In either case the idea is quite staggering.

ARTHUR C. CLARKE

“ The highest and most beautiful things in life are not to be
heard about, nor read about, nor seen but, if one will, are to be

lived.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Il 1817: The New York Stock Exchange was formally created; it became one
of the world's largest marketplaces for securities and other

exchange-traded investments.

SOREN KIERKEGAARD

late the themes into action; else
it would continue to remain as
amere slogan, like all other pre-
ceding years. Achieving the the-
matic goals require more than
just one-size-fits-all solutions.
Rather, we should create mul-
tiple approaches and build cus-
tomised ecosystems that would
address the diverse needs of
women while recognising their

significant gender gap in the
startup ecosystem, with only
around 18% of startups being
led by women. However, some
states like Odisha have made
remarkable progress in the
last couple of years. Odisha
stands out with a considerably
higher proportion at 43% of
share in startups, indicating
a relatively positive trend for

families, struggling to scale-up
their business due to a lack of
support and sponsorship.
Empowerment should go be-
yond mere representation or to-
ken gestures. It involves amplify-
ing women’s voices, promoting
leadership opportunities, and
fostering a supportive environ-
ment where women can thrive
and succeed on their own terms.

Hope never dies. Women
have already broken the glass
ceiling and are now on the path
of making things happen in ev-
ery field be it entrepreneurship,
entertainment or education.

The writer is a social
entrepreneur from Odisha
and the founder of
Ecodarsini.
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Il 1917: Rioting in Petrograd (St. Petersburg) marked the beginning of the

February Revolution and the first stage of the Russian Revolution. Sir, As Tamil Nadu heads into elections within a year from now, the

rise of anti-Hindi rhetoric signals a familiar political strategy. Now,
CM MK Stalin has brought delimitation into focus—despite it not
being an immediate issue. The timing raises questions: why now?
The DMK government faces strong anti-incumbency, with corruption
charges against ministers and growing public dissatisfaction. Adding
to Stalin’s worries is the entry of actor Vijay’s TVK, which shares the
Dravidian ideology but threatens to split the voter base. With gover-
nance issues piling up, raising delimitation seems like a calculated
distraction. Tamil Nadu fears losing parliamentary seats post-2026,
as delimitation would favour population-heavy northern states like
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. The state argues it followed population
control policies post-1971, unlike the North, and demands a freeze
on seat allocation. However, this puts Stalin’s INDIA bloc allies in
a dilemma—will they back Tamil Nadu or larger vote banks in the
North? While Tamil Nadu’s concerns about fair representation are
valid, the sudden push for this debate seems more about diverting at-
tention from corruption, anti-incumbency, and political challengers.

Gopalaswamy J, CHENNAI

Sir, It is comforting to note that global political leaders
have strongly condemned the ill-treatment of Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy by Donald Trump and
his deputy JD Vance recently at the White House. The
tongue-lashing of the two US top leaders, which unfolded
in front of cameras, have sparked accusations of political
blackmail and deepened concerns over Ukraine’s securi-
ty amid Russia’s ongoing war. The behaviour of Trump
and Vance towards Zelenskyy is shocking, disrespectful,
and un-American, and needs to be condemned sternly. It
is all the more deplorable that Trump’s oafish behaviour
has become normalised and his wrecking ball is already
having seismic global effects, mere weeks after he took
office. Ukraine is defending its sovereignty against an
aggressive adversary, and America must stand with
Ukraine against Putin’s illegal invasion. It is regrettable
that the US is now siding with dictators and not standing
up for freedom, democracy, and global stability.
Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

Il 1942: japanese troops captured Rangoon, Burma (Yangon, Myanmar)
during World War Il.

Il 1971: American boxer Joe Frazier retained his world heavyweight
championship by winning a 15-round decision over former champion
Muhammad Ali at Madison Square Garden in New York City. Ali had been
stripped of his World Heavyweight Champion title in 1967 for refusing to
serve in the armed forces. As he was still undefeated, Frazier had to beat
him to be recognized as the world champion.

Il 1978: The first episode of the radio comedy The Hitchhiker's Guide to
the Galaxy is broadcast. Douglas Adams' radio play was a major success
with BBC Radio 4 listeners. The book version consisting of five novels - A
Trilogy in Five Parts - became a worldwide success.

Il 1979: The compact disc is presented to the public. The CD was developed

by Philips and Sony. The companies later collaborated to produce a
standard format and CD players.
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Women work at a brick kiln, seen on the eve of the International Women's
Day, in Nagpur, Friday

PTI PHOTO

Siddharthnagar setting
example in TB elimination

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gorakhpur, March 7: In the
Centre’s drive to eliminate tu-
berculosis from India, Uttar
Pradesh’s Siddharthnagar,
bordering Nepal, has become a
role model for other districts in
the state with the local admin-
istration ramping up efforts for
early detection and treatment,
the key to combating the dread-
ed disease.

As part of the pan-India 100-
day Intensified TB-Mukt Bharat

_Abhiyan, the Siddharthnagar
district administration has set
up war rooms to keep a sharp
eye on the implementation of
various interventions deployed
to expedite patient identifi-
cation and follow-up on their
treatment regimen.

A new strategy was designed
for early identification of tuber-
culosis by offering X-rays as a
screening tool for the popula-
tion at higher risk of develop-
ing the disease.

For this, ultraportable hand-

_held X-ray devices are being de-
ployed to intensify door-to-door
screening efforts, particularly
in congregate settings, among
high-risk groups such as diabet-
ics, smokers, alcoholics, people
living with HIV, individuals
with a history of TB, the elder-
ly, and household contacts of
TB patients.

Both asymptomatic and
symptomatic individuals are
screened using X-ray devices.
Those showing abnormalities
undergo Nucleic Acid Ampli-

fication Testing (NAAT), lead-
ing to the detection of several
asymptomatic tuberculosis
patients.

Raja Ganapati R, the district
magistrate of Siddharthnagar,
told PTI that of the 32.1 lakh
population in the district,
around 12.92 lakh vulnerable
people have been screened. Of
them, 2,343 new tuberculosis
patients were identified at the
early stage of the disease.

“Over the past year, 216 gram
panchayats in the district have
been declared TB-free. Also,
the 2,343 people who have been
diagnosed are being provided
Ni-kshay Poshan kits by Ni-
kshay Mitras who have adopted
them.”

“We are keeping a constant
tab on the implementation of
various interventions for ear-
ly detection, early treatment,
early nutrition and early pre-
vention. Jan Bhagidari is a
major aspect of the campaign
and efforts are being made to
make it a people’s movement,”
he said.

The district magistrate said
21,165 people also have been
put on TB preventive treat-
ment since January. He said,
“We are making all efforts for
a time-bound elimination of TB
from Siddharthnagar.”

The 100-day Intensified TB-
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan is a top
priority of the Uttar Pradesh
government and Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath had decided
to expand it from 15 districts
initially to all 75 in the state.

~ Holiill 2:30

The new directive comes a day after a circle officer
(CO) kicked up a row by saying that Holi is a
festival that occurs once a year
whereas Jumma namaz takes place 52 times a year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sambhal (UP), March 7: Hin-
dus would play Holi till 2.30 pm
March 14 while Muslims would
offer Jumma namaz after 2.30
pm here in the communally
sensitive city of Uttar Pradesh,
a senior police official Friday
said, adding seven companies
of Provincial Armed Constabu-
lary (PAC) have been deployed
ahead of the festival.

The new directive comes a
day after a circle officer (CO)
kicked up a row by saying that
Holi is a festival that occurs
once a year whereas Jumma
namaz takes place 52 times a
year. He said anyone who feels
uncomfortable with the colours
of Holi should stay indoors on
that day.

Sambhal Superintendent of
Police (SP) Krishan Kumar Fri-
day told reporters that in view
of Holi and the second Friday
of Ramzan falling on the same
day, seven companies of PAC
have been deployed in the city.
Complete peace prevails in the
district and peace committee

meetings are being organised
at the mohalla level, he said.

Asked about the discussions
that took place in the meeting
of the peace committee, the SP
said, “Talks were held with
key people from both sides in
the district-level peace commit-
tee meeting and it was decided
that the Jumma namaz will be
held after 2.30 pm and people of
the Hindu community will play
Holi till 2.30 pm and go to their
homes.”

He said the Sambhal district
police are keeping a strict vig-
il on social media and people
should not believe any kind of
rumour.

Kumar said the police out-
posts are being inspected, an
antenna has been installed at
the Satyavrat police outpost
and a district control room is
being built on it because it is
located at a height.

“If there is any rumour then
inform the police so that it can
be refuted in time. I would al-
so appeal to everyone not to
believe any kind of rumour,”
he said.
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Sambhal District Magis-
trate (DM) Rajender Pensiya
told reporters that the
city has been divided
into six zones and
29 sectors.

Magistrates
have been de-
ployed in all sec-
tors. Peace com-
mittee meetings
have been held at
the police station
level and the dis-
trict level.

Asked whether tar-
paulin cover will be put on
mosques due to Holi, he said,
“There is no such plan from
our side. If the parties decide
on their own, they can cover
them. Both the parties have
said they will celebrate both
festivals with great harmony,
coordination and peace.”

A peace committee meet-

CM Adityanath kicks oft
‘Rangotsav’ in Barsana

The grand celebrations of ‘Rangotsav 2025’ in Barsana are the
start of Holi, the festival of colours, joy, and devotion
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Sri Radha Rani and Leeladhari Lord Krishna are
present in every dust and particle of Brajbhoomi,
which has been infusing India’s eternal culture with

new energy for the last 5,000 years
YOGI ADITYANATH I CHIEF MINISTER, UTTAR PRADESH

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Mathura, March 7: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath Kkickstarted
‘Rangotsav 2025 in Barsana,
Mathura, during his one-day
visit Friday, where he said that
after the development activities
in Ayodhya and Prayagraj, it is
now the turn of Mathura and
Vrindavan, and the state gov-
ernment would spare no effort
to develop the region.

“This time, we have made a
special provision in the bud-
get. You can be assured -- keep
blessing us... Now it is the turn
of ‘Brajbhoomi’,” he said in a
post on X.

During the event, CM Yogi of-
fered prayers at the Shri Ladli
Ji Maharaj Temple before offi-

cially commencing the Rangot-
sav celebrations with flowers
and Laddu Mar Holi.

Highlighting the spiritual
and cultural significance of
Braj, he said, “Sri Radha Rani
and Leeladhari Lord Krishna
are present in every dust and
particle of Brajbhoomi, which
has been infusing India’s eter-
nal culture with new energy for
the last 5,000 years.”

The grand celebrations of
‘Rangotsav 2025’ in Barsana are
the start of Holi, the festival of
colours, joy, and devotion.

“Best wishes to all the people
of the state and the country on
the holy festival of Holi! Jai
Shri Radhe!” CM Yogi said.

He further described the di-
vine essence of Brajbhoomi,
stating, “Barsana symbolises

Lord Brahma, Nandgaon rep-
resents Lord Shiva Shankar,
and Govardhan is Lord Vishnu
himself. The confluence of these
three makes our ‘Brajbhoomi’
sacred.”

Referring to the ongoing
transformation under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, CM Yogi re-
marked, “The new tradition of
‘virasat’ (heritage) and ‘vikas’
(development) that Honorable
Prime Minister Shri @naren-
dramodi ji has introduced since
2014 is evident here in Barsana,
in Brajbhoomi.”

Expressing his spiritual ex-
perience, he added, “Victory
to Sri Vrishbhanu Dulari Sri
Kirtida Kumari! Today, I was
blessed to witness and worship
the divine form of Shri Radha
Rani Ji in Barsana, Mathura,
the holy land of Leeladhari
Lord Shri Krishna. Playing Ho-
1i with flowers alongside devo-
tees was a moment of immense
joy. May the blessings of Shri
Ladli Ji Maharaj be upon all.”

The spirit of Holi has en-
gulfed the city of Lord Krishna,
Mathura, with Laddu Mar Ho-
1li being celebrated in Barsana
Friday. CM Yogi actively par-
ticipated in the festivities.

Along with local residents,
devotees from across India
and abroad gathered in Bar-
sana to partake in the vibrant
celebrations. Many praised the
arrangements and the joyous
atmosphere of the festival.

Women drive garbage vehicles, earn tag of ‘swachhata tai’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Latur, March 7: A group of
women, who once found it
hard to make ends meet due
to the challenges their lives
threw at them, have over-
come the odds and become
messengers of cleanliness
by learning to drive garbage
collection vehicles in Maha-
rashtra’s Latur city.

These women once stared at
an uncertain future as some
of them lost their husbands,
while some others were aban-
doned by their families. They
faced challenges like raising
their children, building a
shelter for themselves and
keeping the wheel of their
life moving.

But amid the darkness
came a glimmer of hope as
a social activist encouraged
them to become independent.

Sanjay Kamble, who runs
anon-government organisa-
tion called Janadhar Sev-

Srchoers At §

abhavi Sanstha, gave them
the much-needed support
and asked them to begin

their lives afresh.
He suggested these women
learn to drive “ghanta gadi”

operated by the Latur Munic-
ipal Corporation to collect
garbage.

Some of the women said he
extended support to them to
secure loans from banks and
get training in driving vehi-
cles.

One of the beneficiaries,
Archana Gaikwad, said,
“For the past three years,
we have been driving gar-
bage collection vehicles and
keeping the city clean. We are
now respected and are called
‘swachhata tai’ (cleanliness
sisters). We are admired by
everyone.”

“There’s a vast world be-
yond ‘chul ani mul’ (kitchen
and children). Women must
break that barrier. We must
move forward as independent
women and as someone who
is stuck in household chores
only,” she added.

Despite her busy schedule,
Archana makes sure that her
children study well. Her son
is studying in the second year
of nursing course, while her
daughter is in Class 11.

view of Holi
and the second
Friday of Ramzan
falling on the same
day, seven companies
of PAC have been
deployed in
the city

pm, jumma namaz thereafter

ing was held Thursday at the
Sambhal Kotwali police
station given the
upcoming Holi
festival, which
coincides
with Friday
prayers
during the
ongoing
holy month
of Ramzan.
“Holi is a
festival that
comes once a
year, whereas
Friday prayers take
place 52 times in a year. If
anyone feels uncomfortable
with the colours of Holi, they
should stay indoors on that
day. Those who step out should
have a broad mindset, as festi-
vals are meant to be celebrat-
ed together,” Sambhal Circle
Officer (CO) Anuj Chaudhary

told reporters Thursday after
the meeting.

He emphasised the need for
communal harmony and strict
vigilance to maintain law and
order. He said peace committee
meetings had been going on for
amonth at various levels to en-
sure smooth celebrations.

Chaudhary urged both com-
munities to respect each other’s
sentiments and also appealed to
people to avoid forcibly apply-
ing colours on those who do not
wish to participate.

“Just as Muslims eagerly
await Eid, Hindus look forward
to Holi. People celebrate by ap-
plying colours, sharing sweets
and spreading joy. Similarly,
on Eid, people prepare special
dishes and embrace each other
in celebration. The essence of
both the festivals is together-
ness and mutual respect,” he
had said.

IIT Bombay develops
sensor to detect
toxic metals in water

The sensor can detect heavy metal ions
like lead, cadmium and mercury in
water samples, even when only a few
atoms per millilitre are present
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 7: The In-
dian Institute of Technology
(IIT) Bombay Friday said
that its researchers, in col-
laboration with an Australian
university, have developed a
sensor to detect toxic metals
in water cost-effectively and
efficiently.

In a bid to address heavy
metal pollution, researchers
from IIT Bombay and Monash
University, Australia, with
funding support from the
Department of Biotechnolo-
gy (DBT), have developed a
sensor using a copper-based
metal-organic framework
(MOF) to detect toxic metals
in water, the institute said in
a statement.

Heavy metals in water pose
significant environmental and
health concerns due to their
potential toxicity, persistence,
and bio-accumulative (ability
to accumulate within living
organisms) nature.

Ingesting these metals can
cause serious health problems,
including damage to skin,
bones, brain and other organs,
especially in children.

Efficient detection of these
metals in water is crucial to
ensure environmental safety
and public health.

According to the statement,
researchers fabricated a MOF
with copper-forming metal
nodes connected by the or-
ganic compound tetrakis por-
phyrin to make copper-tetra
carboxyphenyl  porphyrin
(Cu-TCPP), which is more
efficient at picking up heavy
metal ions than conventional
3D materials.

The sensor can detect heavy
metal ions like lead, cadmium
and mercury in water samples,
even when only a few atoms
per millilitre are present.

“This MOF involves two

B = O
m >3

copper atoms binding to
each carboxyphenyl arm of
the TCPP molecule, form-
ing the characteristic pad-
dle-wheel structure. This
means that other metal ions
with similar configurations
can replace copper in the
structure and maintain the
overall order without caus-
ing structural collapse. Other
metal ions, especially heavy
metal ions, can also accumu-
late on the MOF lattice,” said
Prashanth Kannan, the IIT
Bombay-Monash Research
Academy student and first
author of the paper.

Researchers tested the sen-
sor on water samples from taps
and lakes and accurately de-
tected lead, cadmium and mer-
cury, even in trace amounts.

They also compared their
device with the state-of-the-
art sensors available in the
market and found that it per-
formed comparably, if not bet-
ter, in most cases.

“Our device has the least
complexity and comparable
sensing limits to the best of the
current DNA-based sensors
(the gold standard for sensing
devices),” Kannan said.
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In this new India, there is no
discrimination against anyone.
Security and prosperity are for
all, opportunities for growth
are for all, but there will be no
appeasement of anyone

YOGI ADITYANATH | UTTAR PRADESH CM

2 IAF AIRCRAFT INCIDENTS INADAY <&
In two incidents on a single day involving [N
Indian Air Force's aircraft, a Jaguar fighter :
jet crashed shortly after taking off from the
Ambala airbase in Haryana, while an AN-32
transport plane crash-landed in West Ben-
gal's Bagdogra. In both incidents, the air
crew ejected safely, according to officials
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Shah targets Stalin
on language issue
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Itis ‘__'_:‘
‘ proposed ( )%
suitafacien;l:gnd- roe 9

12N

ments to the
Professional Tax *
Act to increase
the professional tax payable
by salary and wages earners
from %200 to 300 for the month
of February to align with the
maximum limit permissible
0f%2,500 per annum

SIDDARAMAIAH | KARNATAKA CM

Itis
‘ commend-
able that

organisations Y
dedicated to the 5
interests of the = 'f\
'‘Bahujan Samaj' /.

have strongly condemned and
opposed the baseless com-
ments of a boastful and arro-
gant Congress leader against
the BSP and its iron-willed lead-
ership. People should remain
cautious of such elements

MAYAWATI I BSP CHIEF

The Ladki
‘ Bahin Yoja-
na will not

be scrapped. The
state govern-
ment is working
to ensure the
financial aid brings gainful
benefits to beneficiaries. The
scheme will be implemented
effectively

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | MAHARASHTRA CM

SHORT TAKES

B PIO jailed for 9
years in London

London: An Indian-origin
man who was found guilty

of raping two teenage girls
he met online has been
sentenced to nine years
behind bars and added to the
sex offender register for life
by a London court. Himanshu
Makwana, 42, carried out the
two offences four years apart
with striking similarities,
Harrow Crown Court heard as
he was sentenced Thursday.
The Metropolitan Police

said Makwana was arrested
following an investigation

by its specialist detectives
who discovered that he
preyed on teenage girls

on social media.

[ SC grants interim
bail to Abbas Ansari

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Friday granted six
weeks' interim bail to Uttar
Pradesh MLA Abbas Ansari
in a case under the state's
Gangsters Act. A bench of
Justices Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh directed
Ansari, son of late gangster
Mukhtar Ansari, to stay in
his official accommodation
in Lucknow and seek

prior permission from
authorities before visiting
his constituency in Mau.
The bail reprieve from

the top court paves way
for Ansari's release from
Kasganj Jail for he is on bail
in all other criminal cases
against him.

I 5 killed as lorry
collides with bus

Chennai: Atleast five
passengers of a state
government bus were feared
killed when a tipper lorry
collided with it in Tiruttani
in neighbouring Tiruvalluvar
district, police said Friday. A
portion of the bus has been
razed by the speeding tipper,
the police official said. Several
passengers who were injured
in the accident were rushed
to the Tiruttani Government
Hospital for treatment.

[ PM to visit Mauritius

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will pay a two-
day state visit to Mauritius
beginning March 11 to attend
the island nation's national
day celebrations as the chief
guest. A contingent of Indian
defence forces will also
participate in celebrations,
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said Friday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranipet (Tamil Nadu),
March 7: Amid the language
row in Tamil Nadu involving
the ruling DMK and the BJP-
led Centre, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah Friday asked
Chief Minister M K Stalin to im-
part engineering and medical
education in Tamil in the state
and also paid rich tributes to
the Tamil language.

Targeting the Chief Minister
on the language issue, especially
given Stalin's Opposition to the
'imposition' of Hindi, Shah said
the Narendra Modi government
has effected changes and now
ensured that the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) aspirants
could write the exam in their
respective regional languages.

He further said, "I appeal to
the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
to start the engineering and
medical education in Tamil
in the state for the benefit of
students."

Shah's comments targeted
at the CM come in the wake
of an intense language row
in the state, where the ruling
DMK has been claiming the
imposition of Hindi through
the National Education Policy
(NEP 2020), a charge which the
Centre has denied.

The state government has
maintained it will only follow

‘INDIA’S

GOT LATENT’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Guwahati, March 7: The
Guwahati Police Friday ques-
tioned YouTuber Ranveer
Allahbadia in connection
with the case lodged follow-
ing the outrage over his of-
fensive remarks on 'India's
Got Latent' show.

Allahbadia, who reached the
city Thursday night, appeared
before the Crime Branch,
which interrogated him for
several hours. He was accom-
panied by his advocate.

Joint Commissioner Ankur
Jain led the police team in ques-
tioning Allahbadia, whose com-
ments on the YouTube show
triggered an outrage on the
internet.

"He reached the Crime
Branch office around 12.30 pm
and interrogation continued
for over four hours. He has

»» Shah's comments targeted

at Stalin come in the wake of an
intense language row in the state,
where the ruling DMK has been
claiming the imposition of Hindi
through the National Education
Policy (NEP 2020), a charge

which the Centre has denied

»» The state government has
maintained it will only

follow the 2-language policy,
i.e. Tamil and English

» Further, praising Tamil Nadu,
Shah said the southern state's
culture played a vital role in
strengthening India's cultural stream

the 2-language policy, i.e. Tamil
and English. Further, praising
Tamil Nadu, Shah said the
southern state's culture played
avital role in strengthening In-
dia's cultural stream.

"Be it administrative re-
forms, attaining spiritual
heights, education or the uni-
ty and integrity of the nation,
Tamil Nadu has reinforced In-
dian culture in every sphere,"
Shah said at the event, which
was marked by a spectacular
march-past of contingents,
yoga display and commando
operations.

The Tamil language,
culture, and traditions are
priceless jewels of India's her-
itage, which the entire nation
proudly embraces today, Shah
said in a statement.

cooperated with the police and
answered all our questions,"
Jain told reporters after the in-
terrogation. He has assured the
police to extend his cooperation
in future too and will come to
Guwahati whenever he is called
for the case, the officer said.
"This is an ongoing investiga-
tion and four more people are
yet to come. The three partici-
pants of the show, who have not
appeared before us, have sent

India cautiously reacts to
Trump's reclprocal tarlff

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: In a
cautious reaction to Ameri-
can President Donald Trump’s
announcement on reciprocal
tariffs on its trading partners,
India Friday said it is looking
at deepening trade ties with the
US including by reducing tariff
and non-tariff barriers under a
bilateral trade agreement.

In line with his “Ameri-
ca First” policy, Trump this
week announced reciprocal
tariffs from April 2 on its part-
ners and other nations that im-
pose higher levies on imports
from the US.

The US president's policy
on tariff has stoked fears of a
global trade war with many
countries already announc-
ing counter-measures to deal
with it. In its first reaction,
New Delhi indicated that it
expects an amicable resolu-
tion to the issue.

During Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to the
US last month, both sides
announced plans to negoti-
ate a mutually beneficial,
multi-sector Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA), External
Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said.

Commerce Minister Piy-
ush Goyal was in the US and
met his counterparts and the
two governments are in the
process of advancing discus-
sions on a multi-sector bilat-
eral trade pact, he said.

"Our objective through
the BTA is to strengthen and
deepen India-US two-way
trade across the goods and
services sector, increase mar-
ket access, reduce tariff and
non-tariff barriers, and deep-
en supply chain integration
between the two countries,"
Jaiswal added.

Allahbadia appears
(U before Assam Police

us mails that they are out of the
country. We will send them no-
tices again and will take action
accordingly," he said.

Along with the five You-
Tubers, the owner of the
place where the shooting of
the show took place has been
named in the FIR, he added.
Several cases were lodged
against Allahbadia, popularly
known as BeerBiceps, across
the country for his comments
on parents and sex. Though the
Supreme Court granted him
interim protection from arrest,
it termed his remarks "vulgar"
and said he had a "dirty mind"
that shamed society.

Guwahati Police quizzed
another YouTuber Ashish
Chanchlani February 27 in
connection with the case.
The Gauhati High Court had
February 18 granted interim
bail to Chanchlani.

International Women’s Day:

omen must dare
s;s; to dream big to re-
alise their full po-

tential. Too often, societal
expectations and respon-
sibilities hold them back.
But every woman deserves the
right to chase her ambitions,
whether in medicine, science,
business, leadership, or any
field she chooses.

Success does not depend
on where one starts but how
determined one is to reach the
finish line. Courage allows
women to take that first step,
resilience helps them fight
through obstacles, and hope
keeps them moving forward
even in the face of setbacks.

Balancing career and family
is essential for a woman to feel
fulfilled in both personal and
professional aspects. She plays
multiple roles—a professional,
a mother, a wife, a daughter,

and a leader. Managing all
these responsibilities can be
challenging, but with the right
mindset and support system, it
is possible to excel in both ca-
reer and family life.

Women often juggle multiple
roles, balancing career, fami-
ly, and personal aspirations,
making time management a
constant challenge.

The pressure to meet profes-
sional deadlines while fulfilling
household responsibilities can
lead to stress and exhaustion.
Prioritisation, delegation, and
self-care are essential strategies
to help women manage their
time effectively and achieve a
harmonious balance.

A strong support system at
home makes a significant dif-
ference, allowing women to
pursue their dreams without
guilt or limitations. Workplaces
have also created opportunities

for women by implementing
flexible policies, providing
mentorship, and ensuring that
leadership positions are ac-
cessible to women, which is a
laudable step.

Society as a whole benefits
when women succeed because
they bring diverse perspectives,
innovation, and compassion to
every field.

Every woman has the power
to shape her own destiny, to
rise above challenges, and to
make a lasting impact.

Dreaming big is not just an
option—it is a necessity. With
courage, resilience, and the
right support, every woman
can break barriers, balance
her career and family, and truly
achieve the life she envisions.

I would like to share my
short story too. I was a quiet
girl in school, with few friends
but a fierce dream—to excel in

| | 1“

In line with his “America First” policy, Trump
this week announced reciprocal tariffs from
April 2 on its partners and other nations that
impose higher levies on imports from the US

In his latest salvo, the US
president while addressing
a joint session of the Con-
gress Tuesday mentioned
India alongside the Europe-
an Union, China and Canada
for charging higher tariffs on
American products.

Trump said other countries
have used tariffs against the
US for decades, and now it's
"our turn" to start using them
against those nations.

Modi held talks with Trump
February 13 talks in Washing-
ton DC.In the meeting, the
two sides agreed to negoti-
ate a mega trade deal by the
end of this year and set an
ambitious target of $500 bil-
lion in annual trade by 2030
to narrow the trade deficit.

"Recognising that this
level of ambition would re-
quire new, fair-trade terms,
the leaders announced plans
to negotiate the first tranche
of a mutually beneficial,

multi-sector Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) by fall of
2025," a joint statement on
Modi-Trump talks said.

There is an expectation in
New Delhi that it may escape
the reciprocal tariffs being
imposed by the Trump admin-
istration February 2.

Since assuming office Jan-
uary 20, Trump on multiple
occasions criticised India for
higher tariffs and even de-
scribed the country as a "tariff
king" and 'tariff abuser'.

The decisions were seen as
an attempt to send a signal
to the Trump administration
that New Delhi is open to
bring down tariffs in specific
sectors.

Washington is also push-
ing New Delhi to buy more
American oil, gas and mili-
tary platforms to bring down
the trade deficit that stands
at around $45 billion in
India's favour.

A Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) personnel performs durmg the
56th CISF Raising Day Parade, in Ranipet district, Tamil Nadu
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Duplicate voter | card
numbers issue to be
addressed in 3 months

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: Amid al-
legations of a cover-up over du-
plicate voter identity card num-
bers, the Election Commission
(EC) Friday said it will address
the ‘decades-long’ matter in the
next three months.

The Trinamool Congress
(TMC) flagged the issue of
duplicate voter identity card
numbers in different states and
accused the EC of a cover-up.

TMC MP Saket Gokhale said
the Election Commission has
finally admitted and accepted
their guilt that duplicate Elec-
toral Photo Identity Card (EP-
IC) numbers have been allotted
to multiple people.

“This is a scam and answers
must be given,” he posted on X.

“As regards the issue of du-
plicate Electoral Photo Identity
Card numbers, the Commission
has already taken cognisance of
the matter. Irrespective of an
EPIC number, an elector who
is linked to the electoral roll
of a particular polling station
can cast his vote at that polling
station only and nowhere else,”
the poll body asserted.

Patanjali’s mega food
park in Nagpur to help

hoost farmer’s income
AGENCIES
Nagpur (Maharashtra)

March 7: Patanjali’s mega
food cum herbal Park at Mi-
han, Nagpur will be Asia's
largest orange processing plant,
announced Acharya Balkrish-
na, Managing Director of Patan-
jali Ayurveda Ltd.

Acharya Balkrishna, who
gave this information at a press
conference at Mihan, Nagpur,
Friday, said the new agricultur-
al revolution of Patanjali will
bring prosperity to farmers. He
further said that this is a single
point of plant food processing
and the largest unit in Asia.
“We feel proud to have estab-
lished it,” the managing direc-
tor said, as per a statement.

“Although there were many
obstacles in starting this plant,
there was also the Corona peri-
od in between, but finally the
day came for which the farm-
ers of the area were waiting
for years,” he said at the press
conference. He informed the
reporters that the formal inau-
guration of the Mihan plant will
be performed this Sunday by
Union Minister of Road Trans-
port and Highways Nitin Gad-
kari and Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis.

Acharya said that the plant
has a processing capacity of 800
tonnes per day. “Today, almost
every farmer of every village
of this area is in our contact...
Our priority is to provide em-
ployment to the local people
and make the local farmers
prosperous,” he added.

He said that based on the
availability of raw materials,
juice of orange, lime, amla,
pomegranate, guava, grapes,
gourd, carrot, pulp of mango and
orange and paste of onion and
tomato will also be produced at
the Mihan plant.

Changing dreams into reality

life. From an early age, I knew
I wanted to be a doctor, yet
deep inside, I also felt I had the
makings of a great administra-
tor. The most ecstatic moment
of my life was clearing the
MBBS entrance, a dream I had
nurtured for years. But reality
struck soon after—marriage at
an early age, responsibilities
of two families, and a child be-
fore even completing MBBS.
My journey was far from easy,
but I carried on, determined to
balance my dreams and duties.

I was determined to pursue
post-graduation in a subject
that would not only enhance
my clinical knowledge but also
strengthen my administrative
skills, research acumen, and
academic expertise.

The decision to stay away
from my husband and infant
son, to complete my studies,
was heart-wrenching, but

I knew that sacrifices were
necessary for growth. Every
challenge that came my way,
I converted into an opportuni-
ty. My biggest strength was my
ability to turn even the small-
est tasks into significant mile-
stones, completing them with
utmost perfection. Throughout
my journey, I found immense
support in my family, my col-
leagues, and in my workplace.

The institution became more
than just a workplace—it was
a second home, a place where
I evolved both personally and
professionally. Surrounded by
inspiring bosses, mentors and
dedicated peers, I honed my
skills, deepened my knowledge,
and shaped my vision.

Years of hard work, sacri-
fice, and resilience eventual-
ly brought me to where I had
always dreamt of being as a
child. Success may seem ef-

fortless from afar, but behind
it lies quiet perseverance, un-
seen struggles, and unwaver-
ing dedication. From a silent
girl with big ambitions to a
doctor, an academician, and
an administrator, my jour-
ney was one of relentless pur-
suit and unwavering faith.
Every struggle only made me
stronger, and today, as I reflect
on my path, I feel nothing but
gratitude for the experiences
that shaped me into who I am.
“A woman’s strength lies in
turning challenges into victo-
ries and dreams into reality.”

Dr Lisa Sarangi
Professor and Head

of the Department
Community Medicine
Vice Principal

Hi-Tech Medical College
and Hospital
Bhubaneswar
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Don't they
have any
success
story of their

own in the Maha
Kumbh? Has the
government itself
failed that it is telling the story

of criminals? If it has to tell, then
the government should tell its

true story, but the truth is that the
government has no story of its own

AKHILESH YADAV | SP PRESIDENT

We want to
achieve zero
unemploy-

ment in Goa. There
are job opportu-
nities in the state,
and youngsters
should grab them

PRAMOD SAWANT | GOA CM

If any prob-
‘ lem remains
unaddressed,

it goes to the
knowledge of the
chief minister and
chief secretary for
taking necessary steps

MANIK SAHA | TRIPURA CM

OF THE DAY

New Discovery
b/ from
Chandrayaan-2!
. Arecent
IS0 study reveals a
surprisingly high
electron density
of ~23,000 electrons/cm3 in the
lunar environment when the Moon
enters Earth’s geomagnetic tail.
@isro

SHORT TAKES

[ Pegasus row: SC to hear
pleas for probe April 22

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Friday said it would hear
April 22 pleas seeking a probe
into the alleged unauthorised
use of Pegasus spyware for
surveillance of journalists
among others. A bench of
Justices Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh deferred the
hearing after solicitor general
Tushar Mehta, seeking an
adjournment, said the matter
had come up after a long time.
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the petitioners,
said only two petitions were
listed Friday and there were
other connected petitions,
which required a hearing.

I Court adjourns
Er Rashid’s plea

New Delhi: A Delhi court
Friday deferred for a week
the plea of jailed Jammu and
Kashmir MP Engineer Rashid
for custody parole to attend
the upcoming Parliament
session. Rashid's lawyer
Vikhyat Oberoi said the court
would pass the order March
10. Additional sessions judge
Chander Jit Singh had reserved
the order on Rashid's plea
March 5. The application,
filed February 27, sought the
relief on the grounds that
Rashid was a parliamentarian
and needed to attend the
upcoming session to fulfil his
public duty.

¥ Misri holds talks with
Russian counterpart

New Delhi: Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri Friday held talks
with his Russian counterpart,
Andrey Rudenko, focusing on
various aspects of bilateral
cooperation. It is understood
that the conflict in Ukraine also
figured in the talks. "Foreign
Secretary @VikramMisri held
Foreign Office Consultations
with his Russian counterpart,
Deputy Foreign Minister Mr.
Andrey Rudenko in Moscow,"
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said on X. In January,
India said 12 Indian nationals
have been killed while serving
in the Russian military and
another 16 have been listed by

Russia as missing. —

iuotel 2 8
6

= =y n:“‘.
Pk

&b

NARENDRA MODI I PRIME MINISTER

Diseases linked to our life-
style are posing a huge
risk to our health today. Obesity is
one of them because it is the root
cause of many diseases. Accord-
ing to a recent report, nearly 44
crore people in India may be obese
by 2050. This figure is huge and it
is equally scary

K’ATAKA CM PRESENTS
RECORD 16TH BUDGET

In his record 16th budget with an outlay
of over ¥4 lakh crore, Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah Friday strongly
defended his government's five guaran-
tee schemes, laid stress on 'Brand Ben-
galuru' and targeted the union govern-

ment for the state's fiscal challenges

India expresses concern over Top court refuses to
Dhaka releasing ‘extremists’

Randhir Jaiswal acknowledged that the prevailing security situation in
Bangladesh and long-standing local issues have affected the pace of imple-
mentation of some of the India-assisted projects in that country

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: India
Friday voiced concern over
Bangladesh releasing certain
"violent extremists" and under-
lined that it is the responsibil-
ity of the interim government
in Dhaka to protect Hindus and
other minorities as well as their
religious institutions.

New Delhi said it supports
a "stable, peaceful, inclusive
and progressive Bangladesh"
in which all issues are resolved
through democratic means and
by holding inclusive and partic-
ipatory elections.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
acknowledged that the prevail-
ing security situation in Ban-
gladesh and long-standing local
issues have affected the pace of
implementation of some of the
India-assisted projects in that
country. "We remain concerned
about the deteriorating law and
order situation, further exacer-
bated by the release of violent
extremists, who were sentenced
for serious crimes," he said.

India has repeatedly under-
lined that it is the responsibil-
ity of the interim government
to protect the Hindus and oth-
er minorities, as well as their
properties and religious insti-
tutions, he said. "However, only
1254 incidents out of over 2374
incidents reported from August
5, 2024 to February 16, 2025 have
been verified by the police. Fur-

ther, 98 per cent of these 1254 in-
cidents were deemed 'political
in nature'," Jaiswal said.

"We expect Bangladesh to
thoroughly investigate and
bring all perpetrators of kill-
ings, arson and violence to
justice without making such
distinctions," he added. There
has been a sharp downturn
in India-Bangladesh relations
after deposed prime minister
Sheikh Hasina fled Dhaka in
August in the face of a massive
anti-government protest.

The relations mnosedived
dramatically after the interim
government headed by Muham-
mad Yunus failed to contain at-
tacks on minorities, especially
Hindus, in that country. To a
question, Jaiswal said develop-
ment cooperation is a priority
area for India in the context of
its relations with the people of
Bangladesh. "The recent secu-
rity situation and long-standing
local issues have affected the
pace of implementation of some
of these projects,"” he said. "The

Rlys to build waiting
areas at 00 stations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: The Min-
istry of Railways has decided
to create permanent outside
waiting areas at 60 major sta-
tions across the country, ac-
cording to a statement.

The decision comes close to
a month after 18 people were
killed in a stampede at the
New Delhi Railway Station
due to alleged overcrowding
at platforms. Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
held a meeting with senior of-
ficials at Rail Bhawan here on
Friday and discussed crowd
control measures to be imple-
mented across major stations
in the country that periodical-
ly face heavy footfall. “During
the 2024 festival season, waiting

EAM’S SECURITY BREACH

areas created outside the Surat,
Udhna, Patna and New Delhi
railway stations were able to
hold large crowds. Passengers
were allowed on the platform
only when the train arrived,”
the statement said.

Similar arrangements made
at nine stations in Prayagraj
during Maha Kumbh proved
to be effective too. The per-
manent outside waiting areas
will be modelled based on these
experiences. According to the
statement, pilot projects have
started at New Delhi, Anand
Vihar, Varanasi, Ayodhya, and
Patna stations.

The ministry will enforce ac-
cess control at these 60 stations.
Passengers with confirmed
tickets will be given direct ac-
cess to the platforms.

official discussions therefore
focused on rationalising the
project portfolio and executing
mutually agreed projects in a
time bound manner," he said.

"Subject to obtaining the
committed support and pend-
ing clearances from the Bangla-
desh side, we plan to take these
projects forward," Jaiswal add-
ed. He also said that the 86th
meeting of the joint commit-
tee constituted to oversee the
implementation of the Ganga
Water treaty between India and
Bangladesh was held March 6
in Kolkata.

"This routine technical meet-
ing, which is scheduled thrice
annually, is part of an institu-
tional structured mechanism
associated with the implemen-
tation of the Treaty signed in
1996," he said.

"At the meeting, the two sides
discussed technical issues per-
taining to the Ganga Water
Treaty, measurement of water
flows and other issues of mutu-
al interest," he noted.

stay Dharavi project

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: Mum-
bai's Dharavi redevelopment
project will continue to go on
after the Supreme Court re-
fused to stay it Friday.

A bench of Chief Justice San-
jiv Khanna and Justice Sanjay
Kumar sought responses from
the Maharashtra government
and Adani Properties Pvt Ltd,
which was awarded the tender
for the project, on a petition
challenging a December 20,
2024 verdict of the Bombay
High Court.

The high court had cleared
the decks for redevelopment
of the slums in Dharavi and
upheld the tender awarded to
the Adani Group for the project,
ruling there was no “arbitrari-
ness, unreasonableness or per-
versity” in the decision.

The high court in the process
dismissed the plea of UAE-
based Seclink Technologies
Corporation challenging the
state government's decision to
award the mega redevelopment
project to Adani Properties
Pvt Ltd, which had made a ¥
5,069-crore offer.

Seclink Technologies Corpo-
ration emerged as the highest
bidder for the project first in
2018 with its ¥7,200-crore of-
fer, but the tender was later
scrapped by the government.

The Adani Group had
emerged as the highest bidder
for the 259-hectare Dharavi
redevelopment project in the
heart of Mumbai and bagged
it with its ¥5,069-crore offer in
the 2022 tender process. Seclink
Technologies Corporation has
moved the apex court against
the high court decision.

While issuing notice on its
plea, the top court directed
Adani Properties Pvt Ltd to
make payments for the project
through a single bank account.
After the bench issued notice
on the plea, senior advocate C
Aryama Sundaram appearing
for Seclink Technologies Corpo-
ration urged the court to order
a status quo. The CJI, however,
said, "No."

Sundaram informed the
bench that the petitioner com-
pany offered 37,200 crore in the
first tender. The matter would
come in the week of May 25.
The bench, however, clarified
no special equities would be
claimed by either sides.

Senior advocate Mukul Ro-
hatgi, appearing for Adani
Properties Pvt Ltd, said the
project work had already com-
menced. Mehta said some rail-
way quarters were demolished
aside from new constructions

taking place.
While dismissing Seclink
Technologies Corporation's

plea, the high court had also
rejected its contention that
the tender was "tailor made"
to suit a particular firm of the
private conglomerate, noting
three bidders had participated
in the process.
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IFS officer ends
life by jumping
from building

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: A 2011
batch Indian Foreign Services
officer ended his life by jumping
from the fourth floor of a build-
ing in the Chanakyapuri area
here Friday and no foul play is
suspected, a police officer said.

According to the police, the
officer was a director at the
Overseas Employments and
Protectorate General of Emi-
grants in the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs.

Sources said the officer was
undergoing treatment for de-
pression, and his 70-year-old
mother was staying with him
on the first floor of the MEA
Residential Complex in the
Chanakyapuri area.

"The deceased has been iden-
tified as Jitendra Rawat (42). He
was staying on the first floor
but went to the fourth floor of
the building and jumped. We
have not recovered any suicide
note from the spot," the officer
said.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs said one of its officers, who
was working at its headquar-
ters in Delhi, "passed away"
Friday morning but did not
reveal his name.

Police received a PCR call
about the incident at 6.20 am
from the security guard of the
residential complex.

The officer was taken to a
hospital, where he was declared
dead. "His wife and children
are staying in Dehradun. They
have been informed about the
incident and the family mem-
bers are on their way to Delhi,"
said the source, adding that the
family were living in Dehradun
because his children were
studying there.

L

Indian Navy ships during the 2025 edition of the Navy's capstone Theatre Level Operational Exercise (TROPEX), which was conducted over a period
of three months from January to early March, 2025!
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India demands action against culprits

External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal suggested that the sincerity of the British
authorities over the incident would be measured on the action they take against the culprits involved

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: In-
dia Friday pressed the UK to
take action against the pro-
Khalistan elements involved
in the breach of External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar's
security in London and said the
incident showed the "licence"
accorded to such forces as well
as "indifference" to their "intim-
idation and threats".

A pro-Khalistani protester
attempted to break barricades
while some others were shout-
ing anti-India slogans as Jais-
hankar was leaving the Cha-
tham House after concluding
an interactive session at the
institute Wednesday evening.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
suggested that the sincerity of
the British authorities over the
incident would be measured
on the action they take against
the culprits involved. "We have
conveyed our deep concern to
the UK authorities about the

breach of security arrange-
ments by UK-based separatist
and extremist elements during
the external affairs minister's
visit," he said.

"There is a larger context to
the incident. It brings out both
the licence accorded to such
forces, as well as indifference to
their intimidation, threats, and
other actions aimed at imped-

ing our legitimate diplomatic
activities in the UK," he said.

While India has noted the
statement issued by the UK
Foreign Office on the matter,
our view of its sincerity would
depend on the action taken
against culprits on this and pre-
vious occasions, Jaiswal added.
The Foreign Office condemned
the incident.

Jaishankar was in London in
the first leg of his six-day vis-
it to the UK and Ireland from
Tuesday. India Thursday con-
demned the incident of security
breach and said it expects the
host government to fully live up
to their diplomatic obligations
in such cases and deplored the
"misuse of democratic free-
doms" by those elements.

The charge d'affaires at the
British High Commission was
also called to the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) and was
served a demarche on the mat-
ter. In March, 2023, certain pro-
Khalistan elements pulled down
the Indian flag at the Indian high
commission in London, trigger-
ing strong reaction from India.

Following the incident, In-
dia summoned the senior-most
British diplomat in Delhi and
demanded an explanation over
complete "absence of security"
at the mission. India has been
asking the UK to take action
against pro-Khalistani elements
operating from British soil.

ABDULLAH PRESENTS
J&K’S 1ST UT BUDGET

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, March 7: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah Friday presented the
first budget of the Union Ter-
ritory with an outlay of ¥1.12
lakh crore, and proposed a se-
ries of welfare and development
initiatives for 2025-26, reflecting
people's aspirations.

He said J&K is at the thresh-
old of a new era of peace and
prosperity, with a semblance
of normalcy returning after
over three-and-a-half decades
of turmoil. Presenting the bud-
get in the legislative assembly
here, Abdullah, who also holds
the finance portfolio, praised
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitaraman for their
support in various sectors.

Abdullah, dressed in a tra-
ditional khan suit with a blue
blazer and a skull cap, started
his over one-and-half-hour
speech in English with the Per-
sian couplet, "Tan Hama Daag
Daag Shud - Punmba Kuja Ku-
ja Neham..." (imy entire body
is covered with bruises where
should I apply the balm), amid

WS

thumping of benches by his
party legislators. This is the
first budget of the National
Conference-led government
after it came to power in Octo-
ber last year, ending six years
of central rule. The last budget
session took place in 2018 under
the then PDP-BJP government
in the erstwhile state of J&K,
which was accorded the status
of Union Territory after Lada-
kh was carved out as a separate
UT following the abrogation of
Article 370 on August 5, 2019.

He said the improved en-
vironment is contributing
to economic progress, with
J&K's economy expanding
from ¥1,64,103 crore in 2019-20
t0 2,45,022 crore in 2023-24.




@ Orissa

SATURDAY | MARCH 8, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR

mtemat\oma\

VOLKER TURK |

bb I'll give you the
example of

Bangladesh last year.
During July, August, you
know, there were massive
demonstrations of
students. They had enough
of the previous government
under Sheikh Hasina

UN HUMAN RIGHTS CHIEF

100 PEOPLE DIED OF
CHOLERA IN SUDAN

Nearly 100 people died of cholera in two weeks
since the waterborne disease outbreak began in
Sudan’s White Nile State, said Doctors Without
Borders. The international medical aid group, also [
known as Médecins Sans Frontiéres, said Thurs- &g
day that 2,700 people have contracted the disease |
since Feb 20, including 92 people who died

SK court paves way for

South
‘ Africa's G20
Presidency
has placed Ubuntu
at the heart of its
four agricultural
priorities for 2025,
reinforcing that only through
unity can sustainable solutions be
achieved
JOHN STEENHUISEN | MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE, SOUTH AFRICA

There's also
a humility
and a grace

that these trans
athletes are more &
likely to commit !
suicide, have anx-
iety and depression, and the way
that people talk down to vulnera-
ble communities is an issue that |
have a hard time with, as well

GAVIN NEWSOM | GOV, CALIFORNIA

We are
‘ pleased by
the rapid

compliance across
the Department
with the directive
removing DEI
content from all platforms. In the
rare cases that content is removed
that is out of the clearly outlined
scope of the directive, we instruct
components accordingly

JOHN ULLYOT I PENTAGON SPOKESMAN

SHORT TAKES

¥ 6.1 quake shakes Chile

Santiago: A magnitude 6.1
earthquake struck northern
Chile Thursday, but there
were no immediate reports

of casualties or damage. No
tsunami warning was issued
in the earthquake-prone South
American nation. The quake’s
epicentre was 104 kilometres
southwest of San Pedro de
Atacama, a small town on

the edge of the northern
desert near Chile’s border
with Bolivia, the United States
Geological Survey reported.
The USGS said that the quake,
at 12:21 pm local time, had a
depth of 93 kilometres. Chile’s
national disaster agency
deemed the earthquake to be
of “medium intensity,” and it
said it would keep evaluating
for any potential damage. It
said the quake did “not meet
the conditions necessary to
generate a tsunami” along the
coast.

'l:-'b

¥ Ebola cases in
Uganda rise to 14

Kampala (Uganda):
Uganda’s Ebola caseload
increased to 14 in the last
week, Africa’s top public
health agency said Thursday,
with a new cluster emerging
from a 4-year-old child who
recently died of the infectious
disease. Three of five new
cases have been confirmed
as Ebola, with two cited as
probably Ebola, Dr Ngashi
Ngongo of the Africa Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention told reporters. The
Africa CDC reported that there
was no direct epidemiological
link between the new cluster
and another one accounting
for nine previous Ebola
cases, including the first
victim of the outbreak. Ebola
is now spreading in five of
Uganda’s 146 districts, it said.
That includes Kampala, the
capital, where the outbreak
was declared on January 30.
Two Ebola deaths have been
confirmed.

[ SL Navy arrests 14
Indian fishermen

Colombo: The Sri Lankan
Navy Friday said it arrested 14
Indian fishermen and seized

a fishing boat for allegedly
poaching in the country’s
territorial waters. The Navy
arrested the Indian fishermen
during a special operation
conducted in the sea area
south of Mannar Thursday
night. The seized boat and
Indian fishermen were
brought to the Talpadu Pier

in Mannar and will be handed
over to the Fisheries Inspector
of Mannar for onward legal
proceedings, the Navy said in
a statement.
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REUTERS

Seoul, March 7: A South Ko-
rean court cancelled impeached
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s ar-
rest warrant Friday, potentially
paving the way for his release
from jail while he faces trial
on insurrection charges over a
brief imposition of martial law.

The Seoul Central District
Court said in a statement that
its ruling was based on the
timing of the indictment that
came after the initial detention
period had expired, and noted
“questions about the legality”
of the investigation process that
involved two separate agencies.

The ruling did not dismiss
the criminal charges that led
to Yoon’s arrest January 15,
and the case is separate from
his impeachment, which is still
pending before the Constitu-
tional Court.

Both were triggered by his
December 3 martial law dec-
laration that also led to the
impeachment of the prime
minister, who had taken over
as acting president.

South Korea’s Finance Min-
ister Choi Sang-mok is now
acting head of state, and has
sought to calm economic mar-
kets and reassure international
partners amid chaos in govern-
ment leadership.

Yoon’s lawyers and his pres-
idential office welcomed the
district court decision, say-
ing it showed the case against
Yoon had been pursued for po-
litical purposes with no legal
justification.

Yoon's release from jail

 District court rules Yoon’s arrest
was procedurally flawed

* Lawyers for embattled president
call for immediate release

 Yoon still faces criminal
insurrection charges

» Constitutional Court to rule
separately on his impeachment

“The court’s decision to
cancel the arrest showed this
country’s rule of law is still
alive,” Yoon’s lawyers said in
a statement.

Yoon’s lawyers called for his
immediate release, though con-
ceded he may not be immedi-
ately freed because prosecutors
could appeal. The prosecutors’
office did not immediately com-
ment on the ruling.

Protesters, both in support
of and against Yoon, soon

SpaceX'’s test flight ends
with another explosion

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Brownsville (US), March 7:
Nearly two months after an
explosion sent flaming debris
raining down on the Turks and
Caicos, SpaceX launched anoth-
er mammoth Starship rocket
Thursday, but lost contact
minutes into the test flight as
the spacecraft came tumbling
down and broke apart.

This time, wreckage from
the latest explosion was seen
streaming from the skies over
Florida. It was not immediately
known whether the spacecraft’s
self-destruct system had kicked
in to blow it up.

The 403-foot (123-meter)
rocket blasted off from Texas.
SpaceX caught the first-stage
booster back at the pad with
giant mechanical arms, but
engines on the spacecraft on
top started shutting down as it
streaked eastward for what was
supposed to be a controlled en-
try over the Indian Ocean, half
a world away. Contact was lost
as the spacecraft went into an
out-of-control spin.

Starship reached nearly 90
miles (150 kilometers) in al-
titude before trouble struck
and before four mock satel-

lites could be deployed. It was
not immediately clear where
it came down, but images of
flaming debris were captured
from Florida, including near
Cape Canaveral, and posted
online.

The space-skimming flight
was supposed to last an hour.

“Unfortunately this hap-
pened last time too, so we
have some practice at this
now,” SpaceX flight commen-
tator Dan Huot said from the
launch site.

o

gathered in Seoul following the
court decision.

“It will move the hearts of
the public. Our president has
suffered so much,” Lee Yoon-
nam, a 44-year-old pro-Yoon
protester, told Reuters.

Yoo Seong-min, a 31-year-
old anti-Yoon protester, said
he came out to protest because
“anger shot through” his head.

Yoon’s defence team had ar-
gued that a warrant issued Jan-
uary 19 that extended Yoon’s
detention was invalid because
the request filed by prosecutors
was procedurally flawed.

It has also claimed that the
Corruption Investigation Of-
fice for High-ranking Officials,
which conducted the first stage
of the criminal investigation
against Yoon, had no legal au-
thority to do so on insurrection
charges.

(lashes between govt

forces, Assad loyalists
kill more than 70

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Latakia (Syria), March 7:
Clashes between Syrian secu-
rity forces and gunmen loyal
to former President Bashar
Assad in the country’s coast-
al region have left more than
70 people dead and an area
outside government control,
a war monitor said Friday.

Government forces sent
major reinforcements over-
night to the cities of Latakia
and Tartus as well as nearby
towns and villages that are
the heartland of the minority
Alawite sect and a base of sup-
port for Assad, to try to get the
situation under control, state
media reported.

The clashes are the worst
since Assad was removed from
power in early December by
insurgent groups led by the
Islamist Hayat Tahrir al-Sh-
am, or HTS. Since Assad’s fall,
there have been some sectar-
ian attacks against members
of his minority Alawite sect.
These incidents have occurred
despite the fact that official-
ly the new authorities have
said they are against collec-
tive punishment or sectarian
vengeance.

Large numbers of troops
were deployed in Latakia Fri-
day morning and no civilians
were seen in the street as a
curfew that was imposed in
the city and other coastal ar-
eas remains in force.

Members of the security
force said there were some
clashes in one of the city’s
neighbourhoods but most of
the city was calm and under
government control.

Russia launches major
Ukraine missile attack

REUTERS

Kyiv, March 7: Russian forces
damaged Ukrainian energy and
gas infrastructure overnight in
their first major missile attack
since the US paused intelli-
gence sharing with Ukraine,
piling pressure on Kyiv as
President Donald Trump seeks
a swift end to the war.
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy, seeking to shore
up Western support for his coun-
try after Trump’s diplomatic
pivot towards Moscow, called
for a truce covering air and sea,
though not ground troops - an
idea first mooted by France.
“The first steps to establish-
ing real peace should be forc-
ing the sole source of this war,
Russia, to stop such attacks,”
Zelenskiy said on the Telegram
messaging app, responding to
the overnight missile attack.
Ukraine’s air force said
Russia had fired a salvo of 67
missiles and 194 drones in the
overnight attack, adding that it
had shot down 34 of the missiles
and 100 of the drones.
Regional officials from the
northeastern city of Kharkiv
to the western city of Ternopil
reported damage to energy and

Trump asks Musk to bring
back stranded astronauts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington,
March 7: US President Don-
ald Trump had some words of
appreciation for NASA’s Indi-
an-origin astronaut Sunita Wil-
liams’ hair as he told a pair of
stranded astronauts aboard the
International Space Station that
“we’re coming up to get you.”

Trump, 78, mused Thursday
about the possibility of person-
ally launching a rescue team in-
to orbit to help bring astronauts
Butch Wilmore and Williams
back to Earth — and blasted for-
mer President Joe Biden for their
eight-day mission stretching to
nine months and counting.

“Biden left them up there,”
Trump told reporters in the Oval
Office. “We have two astronauts
that are stuck in space. I have
asked Elon (Musk), I said, ‘Do me
afavour. Can you get them out?
He said, ‘Yes.” He is preparing to
go up, I think in two weeks.”

He added that Musk is “right
now preparing a ship to go up”
and get them.

“And I see the woman with the
wild hair, good, solid head of hair

And | see the woman with the
‘ wild hair, good, solid head

of hair she’s got. There’s no
kidding, there’s no games with
her hair

DONALD TRUMP | PRESIDENT, US

she’s got. There’s no kidding,
there’s no games with her hair,”
Trump said during remarks in
the Oval Office Thursday while
talking about Williams.

Trump was responding to
a question about Williams
and Wilmore, who have been
stranded on the International
Space Station for the past nine
months. When asked what his
message is for the two astro-
nauts, Trump said “We love
you, and we're coming up to get

you. And you shouldn’t have
been up there so long.”

Describing Biden as the “most
incompetent president in our his-
tory”, Trump said he “allowed
that to happen to you, but this
president won’t let it happen.

“We’re going to get them out.
We’re coming up to get you,”
Trump said, lifting his head
and looking up, as if sending
the message to the astronauts.

Williams, 59, and Wilmore
went on what was meant to be
an eight-day mission to the ISS
aboard Boeing’s Starliner in
June 2024. However, technical
issues including helium leaks
and thruster malfunctions
meant that the Starliner was
unsafe for their return.

¢ Russia launches 67 missiles,
almost 200 drones at Ukraine

¢ Air assault comes as US cuts aid,
intelligence sharing

o Zelenskiy to visit Saudi Arabia
before US-Ukraine talks

other infrastructure. Eight peo-
ple were injured in Kharkiv and
two more, including a child, were
hurt in Poltava, officials said.

“Russia continues its energy
terror,” Energy Minister Ger-
man Galuschenko said. “Again
energy and gas infrastructure
in various regions of Ukraine
has come under massive mis-
sile and drone fire.”

Russia targets Ukrainian cit-
ies and towns far from the front
lines every night with drones,
but Friday’s attack was the first
large-scale assault since the
suspension of the US military
aid and intelligence this week.

In a further sign of re-engage-
ment with the US, Zelenskiy
said late Thursday he would
travel to Saudi Arabia next
Monday for a meeting with
Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med Bin Salman ahead of talks
there later in the week between
US and Ukrainian officials.

US rejects Rana’s
stay application

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York, March 7: Mumbai
terror attack accused Tahawwur
Rana has submitted a renewed
application to Chief Justice
John Roberts seeking a stay of
his extradition to India after the
US Supreme Court rejected his
emergency bid.

Rana, 64, a Canadian national
of Pakistani origin, is currently
lodged in the Metropolitan De-
tention Center in Los Angeles.

He had submitted an “Emer-
gency Application For Stay Pend-
ing Litigation of Petition For
Writ of Habeas Corpus” Febru-
ary 27 with Elena Kagan, Associ-
ate Justice of the Supreme Court
of the United States and Circuit
Justice for the Ninth Circuit.

A note dated March 6 on the
Supreme Court website said
that “Application denied by
Justice Kagan.”

Rana has now renewed his
“Emergency Application for
Stay Pending Litigation of Peti-
tion for Writ of Habeas Corpus”
previously addressed to Justice
Kagan, and requests that the re-
newed application be directed to
Chief Justice Roberts,” accord-
ing to the submission by Rana’s
lawyers Thursday posted on the
court’s website.

How a dying anglerfish became a social media sensation

AGENCIES

Sydney, March 7: In Febru-
ary, researchers from conser-
vation organisation Condrik
Tenerife were about two Kkilo-
metres off the coast of Tener-
ife Island, looking for sharks,
when they caught sight of some-
thing much stranger.
Photographer David Jara Bo-
guna filmed a humpback ang-
lerfish (Melanocetus johnsonii,
a species of black seadevil)
swimming near the surface in
sunlit waters. These fish have
never before been seen alive
in daylight, as they normally
dwell in the “twilight zone” at
depths from 200m to 600m.
The video has provoked an
enormously empathetic re-
sponse on social media, with
some seeing the fish as a femi-
nist icon or an Icarus-like figure
who swam too close to the Sun.

The reaction shows our views
of the deep sea — long ignored
or seen as a realm of monsters
—may at last be changing.

THE STRANGE LIVES OF
ANGLERFISH

Anglerfish are much small-
er than you probably think
they are. The specimen Bogu-
na filmed was a female, which
typically grow up to 15cm long.

The creatures are named
for their bioluminescent lure
(or esca). This modified dor-
sal fin ray can produce a glow
used to fish (or angle) for prey
in the dim depths of the sea.
The bioluminescence is pro-
duced by symbiotic bacteria
that live inside the bulbous
head of the esca.

Male anglerfish lack the icon-
ic lure and are much smaller,
usually reaching a length of
only 3cm.

A male anglerfish spends the
first part of his life searching
for a female to whom he will
then attach himself. He will
eventually fuse his circulatory

system with hers, depending on
her entirely for nutrients, and
live out his life as a parasite or
“living testicle”.

It is unknown why this fish

was swimming vertically near
the surface. Researchers have
speculated that the behaviour
may have been related to
changes in water temperature,
or that the fish was simply at
the end of her life.

Watchers observed the fish
for several hours, until it died.
Its body was preserved and tak-
en to the Museum of Nature and
Archaeology in Santa Cruz de
Tenerife, where it will be fur-
ther studied.

SYMPATHY FOR THE SEADEVIL
The video quickly went viral,
inspiring countless reaction
videos, artworks, memes, a Pix-
ar-style animation and a poem
titled Icarus is the Anglerfish.
One person described the
fish as her “feminist Roman
Empire”, in the sense of an in-
spirational obsession that filled
the same role for her that the

Roman Empire supposedly does
for many men.

Boguna and Condrik Tener-
ife have since commented on
the public reaction.

FROM HORRORS TO HEROES
The outpouring of empathy
for the anglerfish is unexpect-
ed. With their glowing lures
and fang-filled mouths, the
creatures have long been ar-
chetypal horrors of the abyss.
As I have written elsewhere,
the anglerfish’s extreme sexu-
al dimorphism and parasitism,
along with its unsettling anat-
omy, have made it the “iconic
ambassador of the deep sea”.
Anglerfish or angler-inspired
aliens have appeared as antago-
nists in films such as Star Wars
Episode I: The Phantom Men-
ace (1999), Finding Nemo (2003),
The SpongeBob SquarePants
Movie (2004) and Luca (2021).
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India
‘ remains
one of the
most important
markets for Ma-
laysian palm oil,
and fostering
greater awareness through
science-backed initiatives is
key to reinforcing its
acceptance
BELVINDER SRON | CEO, MPOC

Overall, we
‘ estimate

that the
supply chain
related mar-
ket worldwide
is going to
increase to $420 billion by
2030 and if we aspire about
10 per cent share that means
we are looking at a possible
opportunity of $40 billion

ASHOK CHANDAK I PRESIDENT, IESA

AsIndia's |
‘ burgeoning
commercial | &=
& industrial =
market contin- s
ues to grow at ‘ “a
a rapid pace,
our expertise in wind project
execution, backed by a
robust product and servic-
ing excellence, continues
to place it as a partner of
choice for large renewable
project developers

KAILASH TARACHANDANI |
- GROUP CEO, INOX WIND

SHORT TAKES

™ New HPCL chairman

New Delhi: The government
has appointed private sector
consultant Vikas Kaushal as
the chairman and managing
director of Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL) for a period of 5

years, according to an official
order. Kaushal, 53, previously
served as the global leader for
energy and process industries
at Kearney, a management
consultancy. He also served as
managing director and country
head for Kearney India. This

is the first time that a private
sector consultant has been
appointed head of a bluechip
public sector company. The
appointment comes amidst the
government's struggle to find
suitable heads from within the
organisations.

=
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[ SEBI warns Nestle

New Delhi: Nestle India said
Friday it received a warning
from the country's markets
regulator for a breach of
insider trading regulations
"by a designated person of
the company". The Indian arm
of Swiss food giant Nestle
said its compliance officer
received an administrative
warning letter from the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI)
Thursday. However, the firm
stopped short of revealing
details from the letter or
about the person. Nestle India
"would like to categorically
assert that this information
has no impact on the financial
and operational capabilities,"
the Maggi instant noodles
maker told Reuters, without
specifying details.

¥ RBI fines 4 entities

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
Friday said it has imposed Rs
76.6 lakh penalty on four non-
banking financial companies
for non-compliance with
certain provisions of its
directions related to 'peer-
to-peer lending platform'.

A penalty of Rs 40 lakh has
been imposed on Fairassets
Technologies India and Rs 10
lakh each has been imposed
on Bridge Fintech Solutions
and Rang De P2P Financial
Services non-compliance
with certain provisions of
the 'Non-Banking Financial
Company - Peer-to-Peer
Lending Platform (Reserve
Bank) Directions, 2017'. RBI
also said the penalty of Rs
16.6 lakh has been imposed
on Visionary Financepeer.

I think we need to be
more transparent on
various other mea-
sures, including, for example,
on the conflict of interest of the
board and so on. And we will be
coming forward with our own
plan to further transparently,
you know, reveal these conflict
of interest, etc, to the public
TUHIN KANTA PANDEY | NEW CHAIRMAN, SEBI

SWIGGY EXPANDS RAILWAY DELIVERIES

Swiggy Friday said it has expanded its food delivery
service, in partnership with IRCTC, to 100 railway sta-
tions across 20 states in India. In the coming months,
the food and grocery delivery platform will continue
to expand its reach to more stations across the length
and breadth of the country, Swiggy said

Market rebound loses steam

SENSEX, NIFTY END FLAT ON GLOBAL TRADE WAR WORRIES
BSE SENSEX

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 7: Equity
benchmark indices Sensex and
Nifty surrendered early gains
to close almost flat in a vola-
tile trade Friday as uncertain-
ties over the global trade war
sapped investors' risk appetite.

Besides, a bearish trend in
global markets and persistent
foreign fund outflows also hit
investor sentiments, traders
said.

Snapping its two-day win-
ning streak, the 30-share BSE
Sensex slipped 7.51 points to
end at 74,332.58. During the
mid-session, it climbed 246.34
points or 0.33 per cent to hit an
intraday high of 74,586.43.

However, the broader Nifty
of NSE edged up 7.80 points to
close at 22,552.50. During the
day, the 50-share barom-
eter rose 89 points or
0.39 per cent to hit a
high of 22,633.80.

During the week,
the BSE Sensex
climbed 1,134.48
points or 1.55 per
cent high, and the NSE
Nifty rose 427.8 points or
1.93 per cent.

"The global market is experi-
encing a heightened uncertain-
ty due to US tariff impositions
and counter threats from its
peers. This ambiguity has led
to increased risk aversion and
diminished appeal of equities.
EMs have been particularly af-
fected, experiencing significant
outflows.

"Lately, the S&P 500 index is
showing signs of a deeper cor-

Forex reserves dip
to $638.698 hillion

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 7: India's
forex reserves dropped by
$1.781 billion to $638.698 billion
in the week ended February 28,
the RBI said Friday.

The overall forex kitty had
jumped by $4.758 billion to
$640.479 billion in the previous
reporting week.

At the end of September
2024, the forex reserves
touched an all-time high of
$704.885 billion.

For the week ended February
28, foreign currency assets, a
major component of the re-
serves, decreased by $493 mil-
lion to $543.35 billion, the data
released Friday showed.

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets in-
clude the effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound and yen
held in the foreign exchange
reserves.

Gold reserves decreased by
$1.304 billion to $73.272 billion
during the week, the RBI said.

The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were up by $27 million
to $17.998 billion, the apex
bank said.

India's reserve position
with the IMF fell by $12 mil-
lion to $4.078 billion in the re-
porting week, the apex bank
data showed.

Over 89mn urban women out of la

The report warned of
pressing challenges,
including the
underutilisation of
educated women's skills
and the looming risk of a
diversity backlash

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: More
than 89 million urban women
remained out of the labour mar-
ket in 2023-2024 despite a 10 per
cent jump in their employment
in the previous six years, ac-
cording to a new report.

The report titled 'India's
Gender Employment Paradox’
by the Great Lakes Institute of
Management, Chennai, high-
lighting the evolving landscape
of women's unemployment in
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rection, reflecting con-
cerns about the poten-
tial impact of tariffs
on the US economy.
In contrast, Indi-
an markets have

ience off-late despite
looming trade war,"
Vinod Nair, Head of Re-

search, Geojit Financial Ser-
vices, said.

From the Sensex pack, Zo-
mato, Indusind Bank, NTPC,
Infosys, HCL Technologies,
Titan, Power Grid, Hindustan
Unilever, Tech Mahindra and
ITC were among the gainers.

On the other hand, Reliance
Industries, Nestle India, Ta-
ta Motors, Adani Ports, Tata
Steel, UltraTech Cement and
Kotak Mahindra Bank were
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178th SLBC meeting organised

BHUBANESWAR: The 178th State Level Bankers’ Committee
Meeting of Odisha convened at Crystal Hall, Mayfair Conven-
tion, Jayadev Vihar, Thursday. The Executive Director of UCO
Bank cum Chairman SLBC Odisha Vijaykumar Nivrutti Kamble
welcomed all the participants and highlighted the achievement
under Annual Credit Plan, CD ratio, Financial Inclusion and
Social Security Schemes. He also suggested for improvement
towards education loan, housing loan, investment credit to
agriculture, export credit, development of different clusters
etc. He also informed that the Government of Odisha has rolled out a financial assistance scheme to support the es-
tablishment of cold storages across the state. Under this initiative, at least one cold storage will be set up in each of
the 58 sub-divisions, which will significantly boost infrastructure and modernise the agricultural supply chain. As of
31st December 2024, all banks in Odisha had achieved Rs 1,45,172.65 crore which is 68.95% of the Annual Credit Plan
target of Rs 2,10,546.35 crore comprising 75.38%% under agriculture and 73.48% under MSME. The CD ratio stands
at 75.44% as of 31st December 2024. Banks in Odisha also have fully achieved targets under PMJDY, PMJJBY, PMSBY
and 98.09% under APY target as of 19th February 2025. The Regional Director, RBI, Bhubaneswar Dr Sarada Prasan
Mohanty informed a 25 basis points reduction in the Policy Repo Rate in February 2025 and RBI's study on inflation
in Odisha. He highlighted the state’s Credit-Deposit (CD) ratio, observance of Financial Literacy & Women Prosperity
Week 2025, and awareness initiatives on UPI, CBDC, cyber security, and digital fraud prevention, emphasis on pre-
venting Money Mule Accounts, resolving KYC issues and ensuring prompt customer grievance redressal by banks.
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The key equity bench-
marks ended sideways
on Friday as market sen-
timent remained cautious,
with concerns over US tariffs
and fluctuating trade policies
unsettling global financial
markets

DEVARSH VAKIL | HEAD OF
PRIME RESEARCH, HDFC SECURITIES

the laggards.

As many as 2,512 stocks ad-
vanced while 1,468 declined
and 134 remained unchanged
on the BSE.

The BSE smallcap gauge rose
0.75 per cent, while the midcap
index slipped 0.30 per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral
indices, Consumer Durables,
Utilities, Focussed IT, Realty,

IT, Teck, Power, Services and
Healthcare were the laggards.

Commodities, Energy,
FMCG, Industrials, Telecom-
munication, Auto, Capital
Goods, Metal and Oil & Gas
were the gainers.

"Though Indian markets re-
mained flat for the day, they
outperformed global peers and
Asian markets, which tumbled
after fresh US economic da-
ta indicated signs of slowing
growth," Vakil said.

In Asian markets, Tokyo,
Shanghai, Hong Kong and
Seoul ended lower.

European markets are trad-
ing lower in the mid-session
deals. Wall Street closed lower
Thursday.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) offloaded equities
worth Rs 2,377.32 crore, while
Domestic Institutional Inves-
tors (DIIs) bought equities
worth Rs 1,617.80 crore on a
net basis Thursday, according
to exchange data.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude rose 1.32 per cent to $70.38
a barrel.

"While a recovery in cor-
porate earnings could signifi-
cantly improve the domestic
sentiments. Investors could
go overweight on large caps
given stability in earnings and
increasing valuation comfort,"
Nair said.

On Thursday, the 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped 609.86
points to settle at 74,340.09,
marking its second straight day
of gains. The broader Nifty of
NSE advanced 207.40 points to
close at 22,544.70.

RUPEE SWINGS, CHEAPER COSTS

Companies ramp up
long-term FX hedges

REUTERS

Mumbai, March 7: Arise in
the Indian rupee's volatility,
coupled with a decline in the
cost of protecting against cur-
rency weakness has prompted
firms to increase longer-tenor
hedges to shield their balance
sheets.

The Reserve Bank of India's
(RBI) apparent toler-

Ol

in just four months, a signifi-
cant departure from the narrow
trading range that companies
were accustomed to.

The dollar-rupee pair's one-
month realized volatility is at
its highest in two years and is
nearly at par with the offshore
Chinese yuan.

The realized volatility re-
flects the extent to how things
have changed.

ance for bigger cur- Companies with
rency swings and un-  Clients who had dollar receivables
certainty broughton postponed their have accelerated
by US trade policies hedging activities their hedging activity
have led companies gwing to the high- too, albeit at a more

to hedge more, bank-
ers said.

Corporate purchas-
es of forward dollars
for a tenor of more
than a year jumped
over two-fold in the
November-January
period compared to the prior
three months, per data from
clearing house CCIL. The in-
crease was of a similar magni-
tude on a year-on-year basis.

An FX salesperson at a Mum-
bai-based private sector bank
said that the number of enquires
for hedging longer-tenor dollar
liabilities had more than dou-
bled, with most clients securing
exposures of up to two years.

The rise in hedging lon-
ger-tenor exposures follows
a pickup in shorter duration
hedges. "We have started to see
the trend in companies looking
to hedge their longer-tenor euro
and GBP (British pound) liabil-
ities as well," the salesperson
said, declining to be identified
since he is not authorized to
speak to the media.

The rupee depreciated to 88
from 84 against the US dollar

er cost, are now
coming back with
enquiries
AKSHAY KUMAR | HEAD OF

GLOBAL MARKETS, BNP
PARIBAS INDIA

measured pace. For-
ward dollar sales for
tenors exceeding one
year rose 25% from
November to January
from the prior three-
month period.

For exporters, the
"motivation" is to lock in the
higher rate (on dollar/rupee)
while for companies that have
longer-term dollar liabilities, it
is about "risk management" and
"adjusting to the new reality"
on the rupee, an FX salesperson
at a different bank said.

FX SWAPS, HEDGING COSTS

The RBI recently conducted
dollar-rupee buy/sell FX swaps
to bolster rupee liquidity in the
banking system. After the $10
billion three-year swap last
week, the central bank an-
nounced another similar swap
Wednesday.

These measures have re-
duced the cost of hedging long-
term liabilities, making future
dollar purchases more afford-
able for companies. The three-
year hedging cost dropped by 25
basis points following the RBI's
swap Wednesday.

Electric passenger vehicle sales surge 19% in Feb

TATA MOTORS
RETAINS TOP SLOT IN
THE SEGMENT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: Electric
passenger vehicle retail sales
rose 19 per cent in February
to 8,968 units with Tata Motors
retaining the top slot in the seg-
ment, as per data released by
dealers' body FADA.

The total electric passenger
vehicle retail sales stood at
7,539 units in the same month
last year.

Tata Motors sold 3,825 units

urban India, was launched on
International Women's Day.

It also warned of pressing
challenges, including the un-
derutilisation of educated wom-
en's skills and the looming risk
of a diversity backlash.

The report is based on analy-
sis of secondary data from the
Periodic Labour Surveys, Na-
tional Family Health Surveys,
and Time Use Survey.

"India is failing to utilise the
skills of over 19 million grad-
uate-educated urban women
due to personal choices or
constraints from social norms
-- highlighting a critical waste
of educational investment.

"Factors such as caregiving
responsibilities, lack of flexible
work arrangements and com-
muting challenges continue to
prevent many highly qualified
women from fully participating
in the economy. Meanwhile,

while MG Motor India retailed
3,270 units last month.

"Electric passenger vehicles
recorded a healthy 18.95 per
cent year-on-year increase,
reflecting growing consumer
awareness and adoption of EVs
in the personal mobility space,
now achieving a market share
of 3 per cent," FADA President
CS Vigneshwar said in a state-
ment.

The two-wheeler segment
witnessed sales of 76,086 units
last month, a dip of 8 per cent as
compared with 82,745 units in
February 2024. Bajaj Auto led
the segment last month with
retail sales of 21,389 units.

"The electric two-wheeler

_

young male unemployment in
urban India outpaces women's
(10 per cent vs 7.5 per cent for
ages 20-24 years) in a concern-
ing trend," the report said.

It also pointed out that gen-
der gaps persist even in high-
ly educated households. Even

segment, though witnessed a
decline of 8.05 per cent, main-
tained a significant market
share at 5.6 per cent, under-
scoring the sustained demand
for affordable EV mobility solu-

«

among dual-income, highly ed-
ucated couples, gender dispari-
ties remain stark. In 62 per cent
of such families, husbands earn
more despite equal educational
qualifications, it noted.
Suresh Ramanathan, Dean
at Great Lakes Institute of

bour

tions," Vigneshwar stated.
Electric three-wheeler retail
sales rose 5 per cent year-on-
year to 53,116 units in Febru-
ary. Electric commercial ve-
hicle sales on the other hand

Electric passenger vehi-
cles recorded a healthy
18.95% year-on-year

b

increase, reflecting growing
consumer awareness and
adoption of EVs in the person-
al mobility space, now achiev-
ing a market share of 3%

CS VIGNESHWAR | PRESIDENT, FADA

saw an increase of 1 per cent
year-on-year to 856 units in
February.

The segment crossed the
crucial 1 per cent market share
threshold, highlighting incre-
mental yet steady progress to-
wards commercial fleet electri-
fication, Vigneshwar said.

market in 2023-24

A deeply troubling
insight from the report
reveals that employed
women in urban India face
a higher risk of spousal
violence compared to their
non-working counterparts

SURESH RAMANATHAN | DEAN, GREAT
LAKES INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT

Management, Chennai, said,
"It creates a risk of diversity
backlash if quality job creation
doesn't accelerate to accommo-
date both genders."

"The report cautions that if
quality job creation remains
sluggish, rising female em-
ployment alongside male job-
lessness may trigger societal re-
sistance to workplace diversity
since men must earn as per the
existing social norm," he said.

"Even more concerning is that
employed women are more like-

1y to justify spousal abuse (32 per
cent vs 23.5 per cent), potentially
due to internalised societal pres-
sures and guilt. This paradox un-
derscores the urgent need for ho-
listic interventions that address
gender norms both at home and
in the workplace," he added.

The report noted that wives
continue to take on the prima-
ry responsibility for household
work in 41 per cent of homes,
compared to just 2 per cent of
husbands.

Meanwhile, the balance re-
mains elusive for urban moth-
ers with access to remote work
-- 86 per cent reported spending
up to three workday hours
on childcare while working.
Yet only 44 per cent feel they
have adequate support. This
reinforces the need for stron-
ger workplace policies that
acknowledge and address the
realities of working mothers.
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Chhetri's return not a good sign

Football great Chhetri comes out of retirement at 40 to help India in Asian Cup qualifying

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 7: De-
scribed as "a wise decision" by
the sport's national federation,
Sunil Chhetri's return from
international retirement at 40
is certainly an acknowledge-
ment of his greatness in Indian
football but more strikingly, it
lays bare the paucity of quality
strikers in a country of over 1.4
billion.

No amount of praise is too
high for the man who has
served the national team with
distinction for nearly two
decades, eventually ending
his glorious career as India's
highest-ever goal scorer with
94 strikes to his name.

When he called time on his
international career in May last
year, Chhetri was the world's
third leading scorer among
active players, behind Por-
tuguese superstar Cristiano
Ronaldo and Argentine icon
Lionel Messi.

But his long list of achieve-
ments in the sport is one thing,
and his coming out of retirement
within a year is another. The
surprise comeback raises a fair
number of questions on whether
Indian football can ever gradu-
ate from being a "Sleeping Gi-
ant", as once described by FIFA.

"It's a good decision form
the team's point of view. You
are asking me that you are
calling back a 40-year-old to
play for national team, but
there have been similar in-
stances in the past.

"We have been trying so hard
to find good strikers, but unfor-
tunately, we have not succeed-
ed so far. Most of the top strik-
ers in the ISL are foreigners,
so that is how it is," conceded
the legendary IM Vijayan in a
conversation with PTI, trying
to strike a balance between
finding the positives and being
mindful of reality.

According to the All India
Football Federation (AIFF),
Chhetri was coaxed out of
retirement by national team

SHORT TAKES

Dissent on decision:
Harmanpreet fined

Lucknow: Mumbai Indians
captain Harmanpreet Kaur was
Friday fined 10 per cent of her
match fee for showing dissent

at umpire's decision during her
team's match against UP Warriorz
at the Ekana Cricket Stadium
here. The incident occurred at
the end of the 19th over of UPW
innings when umpire Ajitesh Argal
informed Harmanpreet that only
three fielders could be outside
the circle in the final over due

to a slow over rate. Seemingly
unhappy with the ruling, she was
seen engaged in a brief argument
with the umpire, with teammate
Amelia Kerr also joining the
discussion. "Harmanpreet Kaur
admitted to the Level 1 offence
under Article 2.8 which relates to
showing dissent at an umpire's
decision during a match," WPL
said in a release. "For Level 1
breaches of the Code of Conduct,
the Match Referee's decision is
final and binding."

Paid maternity leaves
for tennis players

Riyadh: Pregnant players on

the women's tennis tour now

can receive 12 months of paid
maternity leave, and those who
become parents via partner
pregnancy, surrogacy or adoption
can get two months off with pay,
under a program sponsored by the
Public Investment Fund of Saudi
Arabia and announced Thursday
by the WTA. “Independent
contractors and self-employed
individuals don't typically have
these kinds of maternity benefits
provided and available to them.
They have to go out and sort

of figure out those benefits for
themselves,” WTA CEO Portia
Archer said. “This is really sort

of novel and groundbreaking.”
More than 300 players are eligible
for the fund, which is retroactive
to January 1. The WTA would

not disclose how much money is
involved. The program — which
the WTA touted as “the first time
in women's sports history that
comprehensive maternity benefits
are available to independent,
self-employed athletes” — also
provides grants for fertility
treatments, including egg
freezing and IVF.

H

head coach Manolo Marquez,
who urged him to join his old
teammates for the crucial final
round of the AFC Asian Cup
2027 qualifiers.

People in the top rung of the
AIFF are convinced that the
right move has been made by
head coach, who is also doing
duty as FC Goa's gaffer in the
ongoing Indian Super League.

Since his retirement, he had
continued playing for Bengalu-
ru FC in the ISL. He has so far
scored 12 goals from 23 matches
this season to become its high-
est Indian goal-scorer, and it is
this performance graph that
has driven Marquez to get in
touch with Chhetri.

His form in the ISL, in which
he has also made two assists

besides finding the back of the
net a dozen times, has also im-
pressed AIFF president Kalyan
Chaubey.

"Sunil's leadership qualities
are unmatched. A player of his
stature can motivate the entire
team. His form too has been
impeccable in the ISL, scoring
12 goals, and India can greatly
benefit with a striker like him,"
Chaubey said.

Like Chaubey, AIFF secre-
tary general Anilkumar P too
preferred to look at the positive
side of the move, and so did the
legendary Vijayan.

"It's a wise decision on part of
the head coach to include Sunil
Chhetri based on the technical
data we received from our ex-
perts," Anilkumar told PTI.

BARE CUPBOARD ‘

"We have some important
matches coming up soon.
We are fully aligned with the
coach's decision and hopefully
Chhetri can contribute much
more to the national team so
that we can move to the next
level of the Asian Cup 2027,"
Anilkumar added.

Chhetri, who made his in-
ternational debut in 2005 and
left the scene as India's most-
capped player, has been in-
cluded in Marquez's list of 26
players for the March FIFA
international window.

Vijayan, currently the head
of the AIFF's technical com-
mittee, sounded excited when
asked to share his views on
Chhetri's return.

"You look at Roger Milla, who

NZ pacer Henry doubtful for CT final

Henry leads tournament's
top wicket-takers' list
with 10 scalps, including
a 542 against India in
their group match

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, March 7: New Zealand
pacer Matt Henry has been ren-
dered doubtful for the Champi-
ons Trophy final against India
owing to a shoulder niggle but
coach Gary Stead is hopeful that
the in-form bowler will recover
in time for the clash Sunday.
Henry leads the tournament's
top wicket-takers' list with 10
scalps, including a 5/42 against
India in their group match.
The 33-year-old injured him-
self when he landed on his shoul-
der during the semifinal against
South Africa in Lahore Wednes-
day. "Matt obviously landed on
his shoulder and it was pretty
uncomfortable. I guess the pos-
itive thing from our perspective

et

is that he got back out there to
bowl. We've had some scans
done on him," Stead told report-
ers here Friday. The coach was
hopeful that Henry would be
ready in time for the final.

"We're going to give him
every chance to be playing in
this match, so still a little bit
unknown at this stage.

"He's obviously pretty sore
just from landing on the point
of his shoulder, but yeah, hope-

fully he will be okay," he noted.
New Zealand lost only one
match during the preliminary
engagements, against India.
Henry's figures in that game are
the best of the tournament so far.
Stead conceded that Varun
Chakravarthy will be a “big
threat” in the Champions Tro-
phy final, and the Kiwis will
put on their “thinking caps”
to work on the ways to negate
India's mystery spinner.

ANILKUMAR P I SECRETARY GENERAL, AIFF

came out of retirement (at 38)
to help Cameroon qualify for
the quarterfinals of 1990 World
Cup. Age is not a factor, what
matters is fitness, and Sunil re-
mains extremely fit and he is
also playing very well," he said.

Chhetri's retirement had
made headlines with FIFA,
world football's global govern-
ing body, leading the outpour-
ing of tributes for the Indian
talisman.

FIFA had earlier in 2022 re-
leased a documentary on the
long-serving Indian captain.

Titled 'Captain Fantastic', it
had three parts — kick off, mid-
game and extra time.

Marquez, who took over the
reins after Chhetri's retire-
ment, has not any luck with his
strikers as they have not really
delivered.

In his first assignment in the
Inter-Continental Cup, India
were held to a goalless draw
by Maldives and suffered a 0-3
defeat to Syria.

In the friendly internation-
als against Vietnam and Ma-
laysia, India managed two 1-1
stalemates.

Going ahead, the Blue Ti-
gers will play a friendly match
against Maldives March 19 in
preparation for the opening
match of the AFC Asian Cup
Saudi Arabia 2027 Qualifiers
Final Round against Bangla-
desh March 25.

India have been placed in
a qualifying group alongside
Bangladesh, Hong Kong, and
Singapore for the Asian Cup. In
the tournament's previous edi-
tion, India had a disappointing
run, failing to progress past the
group stage after losing all their
matches.

SNIPPETS

Guntas youngest Indian
to make cut at WAAP

Da Nang: Guntas Kaur Sandhu, who took a break
from her ninth standard examinations back home,
passed a different kind of a test, as she became
the youngest Indian to make the cut at the elite
Women's Amateur Asia-Pacific Championships
golf tournament here. Guntas, who turned 14
February 2, is making her debut at the WAAP,
which began in 2018. Playing in extremely windy
conditions on a demanding layout, Guntas was
often aggressive and played without fear at the
picturesque but challenging Hoiana Shores Golf
Club. The tactics paid off for the tall youngster,
who is just a month past her 14th birthday, as she
shot 73-71 and made the cut comfortably in T-39th
place. Three of the six Indians made the weekend.
They were led by Mannat Brar (67-76) who
survived a disastrous start and a rough finish to
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be 1-over in Tied-
30th. The other
two were Guntas
(73-71) at 2-over
in Tied-39th and
Saanvi Somu (72-
74), playing her
second WAAP,
was 4-over and
on the cutline

at T-50.

SPORTS P12

Indian juggernaut rolls on

ARAVINDH WINS

PRAGUE MASTERS

Grandmaster wins first
major title of his career at
Prague Masters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Prague, March 7: India’s
dominance in chess continued
unabated with Grandmaster
Aravindh Chithambaram win-
ning the first major title of his
career after finishing ahead of
established names including
compatriot R Praggnanandhaa
at the Prague Masters tourna-
ment here Friday.

The 25-year-old Aravindh
ended the tournament with six
points after settling for a draw
with Gurel Ediz of Turkey in the
ninth and final round.

World No 8 Praggnanandhaa
finished tied second with five
points after losing to Dutchman
Anish Giri.

Tamil Nadu's Aravindh end-
ed on six points out of a possible
nine after his three victories and
six draws in the tournament.

Praggnanandhaa concluded
his campaign on five points
along with Giri and top seed Wei
Yi of China.

Aravindh chose the solid Ca-
ro Kann to counter Ediz's King
pawn and the Turkish youngster
went for the Advance variation.
Aravindh had to part with a
pawn early in the opening but
the complications remained as
white had a fractured king side
and the extra pawn on the other
flank was not of much use.

The players repeated several

Mumbai:
PSPB's
Ishpreet
Singh
Chadha
scripted
history of
sorts by
making a
maximum
147-break

CCI Snooker Classic:
Ishpreet scripts history

during his 5-0 victory over Railways' Dilip Kumar

in a best-of-nine-frame quarter-final match at

the CCI Snooker Classic 2025 here Friday. It was
Mumbai-based Ishpreet's maiden maximum in an
open tournament and is the third Indian after the
legendary Geet Sethi (Gujarat) and Aditya Mehta
(Mumbai) to construct 147 breaks. Sethi, winner

of multiple national titles, had achieved the mark
during the 1988 Guntur Nationals. Mehta, a former
national champion representing PSPB, constructed
a 147 during the Asian Games selection tournament
in Bangalore in 2013 and in a tournament in Germany
on the pro circuit. The 28-year-old Ishpreet, who
participates in the World Snooker Tour, is coached
by legendary two-time Asian snooker champion
Yasin Merchant at the Khar Gymkhana.

4

times during the first time con-
trol and Gurel realized that it
was not so easy to force matters.

"I have not slept well in the
last two days, I was completely
fine till the seventh round and
then I got this lead and there was
pressure," Aravindh said.

The champion also praised his
mentor and coach Grandmaster
RB Ramesh and singled out his
game against Anish Giri as his
best effort in the tournament.

Pranav wins World Junior
Chess Championship

al

ndia’s Pranav Venkatesh won the

World Junior Chess Champion-
ship (Under-20) after settling for
a draw against Matic Levrencic
of Slovenia in the 11th and final
round in Petrovac, Montenegroon
Friday. It turned out to be a great
day for Indian chess after Aravindh
Chithamabaram won the Prague
Masters ahead of many fancied
stars. Venkatesh, who had won the
challengers section in the Chennai
International last year, continued
his great show among juniors in
the world, remaining undefeated
during the course of the event. The
Indian scored a total of seven vic-
tories and four draws to end up on
nine points out of a possible 11 and
when the final round pairings were
announced it was clear that a draw
will be enough for Venkatesh.

Race for qualification most compelling story left in English football

Runaway leader
Liverpool looks
certain towina
record-equaling
20th title

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Manchester, March 7: The
race for Champions League
qualification may be the most
gripping narrative left in the
Premier League.

Runaway leader Liverpool
looks certain to win a re-
cord-equaling 20th title. At the
other end of the standings, three
from the current bottom four
clubs will probably be relegated.

The Champions League plac-
es, however, are up for grabs
with just six points separating
the teams placed from third
to 10th. And with the Premier
League in pole position to win
a bonus fifth spot in the Cham-

pions League next season, the
likes of Bournemouth, Brighton
and Fulham are in contention.

Forest flying high

It is one of the unlikeliest
stories of the season. Notting-
ham Forest, which finished one
place above the relegation zone
last season, is third and above
four-time defending champion
Manchester City, no less.

Forest was deducted points
last season for breaching the
league's financial rules and
avoided the drop by just six
points. This term it has faced
more sanctions: A near $1 mil-
lion fine for an inflammatory
social media post and a stadi-
um ban for owner Evangelos
Marinakis for misconduct after
a controversial defeat.

But none of that has stopped
the club's remarkable rise un-
der manager Nuno Espirito
Santo, who returned to England
after winning the Saudi Pro

League with Al-Ittihad.
Espirito Santo's reputation
grew after guiding Wolver-
hampton to promotion to the
Premier League and then es-
tablishing it as a top flight club.
He lasted five months at Totten-
ham but has worked wonders
at Forest, which is also into
the FA Cup quarterfinals. For-
est hosts City Saturday, with

just one point separating them.

Damage limitation

City's title defense has un-
raveled and hopes of Europe-
an glory were ended in defeat
to Real Madrid in the Champi-
ons League playoffs. Now it's a
case of damage limitation for
Pep Guardiola.

The prospect of missing

out on the top four remains a
possibility, but having played
Liverpool, Arsenal and Chelsea
twice, the run-in looks relative-
ly kind for City. Saturday's visit
to Forest looks like one of its
last major hurdles.

Unlikely contenders

Two years ago, Bournemouth
was battling to avoid the drop.
Three years ago it was in the
second tier.

Now the south coast club,
with a stadium that holds just
over 11,000 fans, is in conten-
tion to rub shoulders with gi-
ants like Real Madrid, Barcelo-
na and Bayern Munich.

Bournemouth, coached by
Andoni Iraola, is in seventh
place and three points behind
Chelsea in fifth, and four off
fourth-placed City.

Brighton is one place further
back on goal difference after an
outstanding debut season so
far for Texas-born coach Fabi-

an Hurzeler. The big wins this
season include City, Manches-
ter United (twice) and Chelsea.
On Saturday, Brighton plays
ninth-placed Fulham, which is
just a point behind. Like Forest,
it's not just in the league where
Bournemouth, Brighton and
Fulham are riding high. All
three are also through to the
quarterfinals of the FA Cup.

Comeback clubs

Chelsea won its second
Champions League title in 2021
but hasn't qualified in each of
the last two seasons under the
turbulent ownership of Ameri-
cans Todd Boehly and Clearlake
Capital. Qualification, however,
remains a very real target with
Enzo Maresca's team fifth and
one point behind City.

Newcastle is also aiming to
quickly bounce back into the
competition having ended a
20-year absence last season only
to miss out this term.
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