
VOLUME 14, ISSUE 337 I www. orissapost.com BHUBANESWAR | SUNDAY | MARCH 9, 2025 12 PAGE+SUNDAY POST  | `5.00

Madhuri’s perspective Fresh clashes in Syria SpiceJet in soup Summit clash today
Madhuri Dixit says actors 
today are not just movie stars 
but also Twitter stars and 
Instagram stars

Death toll from two days of clashes 
between security forces and Assad 
loyalists, and revenge killings that 
followed rises to more than 600

SpiceJet is facing fresh round of 
troubles as three Ireland-based 
aircraft lessors and a former pilot 
fi le insolvency pleas in NCLT

India will have to rise above 
traditional bugbear NZ to 
reclaim the Champions 
Trophy after 12 years Sunday
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

How would I know what our 
government is planning? You 
should ask President Trump!

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN: Emergency services personnel try to rescue a barefoot man with a Palestine fl ag 
after he climbed up Elizabeth Tower, which houses Big Ben at the Palace of Westminster in London, Saturday. 
Westminster Bridge and a nearby bridge were closed, and several emergency services vehicles were at the scene 
as crowds looked on from behind a police cordon. Offi cials said tours of the Houses of Parliament were cancelled 
Saturday because of the incident, which came amid a fl urry of pro-Palestine protests launched across the country 
this weekend  AP/PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 8: The 
world’s fi rst commercial space 
surveillance satellite, capable 
of tracking objects as small as 5 
centimetres orbiting the Earth, 
was commissioned Saturday as 
it captured images over South 
America, the Bangalore-based 
start-up Digantara said.

Digantara had launched the 
space surveillance satellite 
SCOT (Space Camera for Object 
Tracking) January 14 aboard 
SpaceX’s Transporter-12 rocket. 
The satellite started operations 
Saturday.

“Space just ran out of hiding 
spots,” the start-up said in a 
post on X.

In a statement, the com-

pany said the SCOT satellite 
achieved fi rst light Saturday 
and its inaugural image while 
passing over South America -- 
a breathtaking view of Earth’s 
limb, with the city of Buenos 
Aires glowing against the plan-
et’s curvature.

“SCOT’s fi rst image is more 
than a technical milestone; 
it’s a symbol of our team’s 
resilience and unwavering 
commitment to safeguarding 
Earth’s orbits for generations 
to come,” said Digantara CEO 
Anirudh Sharma.

The satellite is designed to 
track and monitor objects as 
small as 5 centimetres, with a 
high revisit rate for frequent 
and precise observations of or-
bital activity.

As space becomes increas-
ingly congested, this capabil-
ity is essential for mitigating 
collision risks and promoting 
sustainable space operations by 
providing accurate and depend-
able data to satellite operators 
and regulatory bodies.

SCOT has been deployed in a 
sun-synchronous orbit that al-
lows it to track objects in Low 
Earth Orbit with more effi cien-
cy than existing sensors, which 
are restricted by fi elds of view, 
weather conditions and geo-
graphic limitations.

Israeli tourist among
2 women gangraped

PNN & AGENCIES

Koppal (K’taka), March 8: Two 
women, including a 27-year-
old Israeli tourist, were al-
legedly gangraped and as-
saulted while stargazing near 
Hampi, police said Saturday. 
Three male tourists who were 
with the women were also 
assaulted and pushed into a 
canal and one of them who be-
longed to Odisha was found 
dead, they added.

The deceased was identified 
as Bibhas Nayak, 40, a resi-
dent of Daringbadi area in 
Kandhamal district.

“Out of the three accused, we 
have arrested two and efforts 
are being taken to nab the third 
suspect in the case,” said Ram 

L Arasiddi, Superintendent of 
Police of Koppal.

According to him, the arrest-
ed accused have been identifi ed 
as Mallesh and Chetan Sai. 
Both aged 21 years hail from 
Sai Nagara in Gangavathi town 
and work as masons.

The incident occurred 
around 11pm Thursday. After 
dinner, a 29-year-old homestay 
operator, along with the Israe-
li tourist and three male tour-
ists, was sitting by the left 
bank of the Tungabhadra Ca-
nal near Sanapur Lake, play-
ing the guitar, enjoying music, 
and stargazing, police said.

Among the male tourists, 
one was from the United 
States, while the others were 
from Odisha and Maharash-
tra, police said.

According to police, in her 
complaint, the homestay op-
erator alleged that while they 
were stargazing and playing 
music, three men who came 
on a motorcycle approached 
them, asking where they 
could get petrol. When she 
informed them that there 
were no petrol pumps near-
by and suggested they get it 
from Sanapur, the accused 
demanded `100.

Since the homestay oper-
ator did not know them, she 
told them they had no money. 
When the men repeatedly in-
sisted, Bibhas gave them `20. 
After that, the three men al-
legedly started arguing and 
threatened to bash their 
heads with stones, the com-
plainant stated in the FIR.

When the group refused to 
give them more money, the 

accused, who spoke Kannada 
and Telugu, started abusing 
them. They then allegedly 
raped the homestay operator 
and the Israeli tourist and 
pushed the three male tour-
ists into the canal, a senior 
police officer said.

Two of the accused beat the 
homestay operator, while the 
third aggressively pushed the 
three male tourists into the 
canal. The three accused al-
so hit the homestay operator, 
leaving her seriously injured, 
the FIR further stated.

The accused dragged her to 
the side of the canal, where 
one of them strangled her and 
removed her clothes. Two of 
them beat and raped her. They 
also snatched her bag, stealing 
two mobile phones and `9,500 
in cash, according to the FIR.

Similarly, one of them 
dragged the Israeli tourist and 
raped her. The accused fled on 
a motorcycle after the assault, 
the complainant alleged.

Of the three male tourists, 
two sustained injuries and 
Bibhas went missing, whose 
body was recovered Saturday 
morning, police added. 

Speaking to OrissaPOST, 
SP Arasiddi said the body was 
handed over to Bijay Kumar 
Nayak, Bibhas’s father, Satur-
day afternoon. The deceased 
was a resident of Daringbadi 
area in Kandhamal district.

Based on the complaint, a 
case was registered at Gan-
gavathi Rural Police Station 
under sections of BNS, police 
said. The two women are un-
dergoing treatment at a hospi-
tal, they added.

Co-traveller from Odisha killed, 2 others assaulted

PNN & AGENCIES

Berhampur, March 8: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Saturday disbursed over `5,000 
crore for 1.18 crore women ben-
efi ciaries of the state’s fl agship 
Subhadra Yojana coinciding 
with the International Wom-
en’s Day.

Majhi disbursed the second 
instalment of the scheme at a 
special event held at Ambapua 
in Berhampur city.

An amount of `5,000 each was 
credited to the bank accounts 
of 1.18 crore women, who have 
already received a similar 
amount as the fi rst instalment 
in fi ve different phases over the 
past seven months.

The scheme was launched by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on his birthday in Odisha Sep-
tember 17, 2024. The govern-
ment had Thursday disbursed 

`117 crore among 2.30 lakh new 
benefi ciaries under the fi fth 
phase of the fi rst instalment.

The women within the age 

group of 21 to 60 years are el-
igible as the beneficiaries of 
the Subhadra Yojana, which 
envisages providing financial 
assistance of `50,000 over five 
years (2024-25 to 2028-29) to 
make them financially inde-

pendent and 
self-reliant.

The state 
government 
will spend 
over `55,825 

crore on the scheme in fi ve 
years. The government has al-
ready allocated ̀ 10,145 crore for 
the 2025-26 fi scal.

The third instalment of the 
Subhadra Yojana will also be 
credited directly to women ben-
efi ciaries during the upcoming 
Raksha Bandhan festival.

CM disburses 2nd instalment to 1.18cr women

SUBHADRA 
YOJANA

WORLD’S FIRST COMMERCIAL SPACE SURVEILLANCE SATELLITE COMMISSIONED

Space just ran out of hiding spots: Digantara
US private lunar 

lander tips over on 
Moon, ends mission

NEW YORK: The mission of US 
company Intuitive Machines’ lunar 
lander Athena has come to an early 
end because the lander tipped over 
while touching down on the Moon, 
and its battery quickly drained, the 
company said. According to NASA, the 
uncrewed lander landed at a region 
near the Moon’s South Pole at about 
11:30am Eastern Time Thursday, more 
than 400 metres from its intended 
landing site. Intuitive Machines said 
images collected later confi rmed the 
lander was on its side, preventing it 
from fully operating NASA’s lunar drill 
and other instruments before its bat-
teries were depleted.  Last year, Intui-
tive Machines made history when its 
fi rst lunar lander, Odysseus, made a 
soft touchdown on the lunar surface. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, March 8: A protester 
was killed while over 40 others, 
including women and police-
men, were injured in clashes 
between Kuki demonstrators 
and security forces in different 
parts of Manipur’s Kangpokpi 
district Saturday, offi cials said.

The deceased has been iden-
tifi ed as Lalgouthang Singsit. 
The 30-year-old received bullet 
injuries during the clashes at 
Keithelmanbi and died on the 
way to hospital, police said.

Clashes erupted between 
demonstrators and security 
forces in the Kuki-dominated 
district after police fi red tear 
gas to disperse them, as they 
opposed Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah’s directive allowing 
free movement across the state.

The situation worsened when 
protesters set fi re to private ve-
hicles and attempted to stop a 
state transport bus traveling 
from Imphal to Senapati district.

At least 16 protesters sus-
tained different types of injuries 
during the clashes with security 
forces at Gamgiphai, Motbung 
and Keithelmanbi, police said, 

adding they have been admitted 
to the nearby public health cen-
tre for treatment. Unoffi cial fi g-
ures, however, put the number 
of civilian injuries at more than 
23. In a statement, Manipur Police 
said at least 27 security personnel 
were injured during clashes with 
protesters in the district and that 
there were incidents of fi ring 
from among the demonstrators 
forcing them to retaliate.

The protest was also direct-
ed against a peace march by 
the Federation of Civil Society 
(FOCS), a Meitei organisation. 
The march, involving over 10 
vehicles, was halted by security 
forces at Sekmai before it could 
reach Kangpokpi district.

A purported video released 
by Kuki-Zo village volunteers 
group from an undisclosed lo-
cation said it was against the 
government of India’s decision 
regarding free movement and 
demanded a separate adminis-
tration. The authenticity of the 
video could not be corroborated.

Opposing the free movement 
initiative, the Kuki Zo Council has 
imposed an indefi nite shutdown 
in all Kuki-Zo areas from Saturday 
midnight, a statement said.

Unrest in Manipur over 
free movement directive
Protester killed, over 40 injured; shutdown in Kuki-Zo areas

Little over a year after the bru-
tal gangrape of a 28-year-old 
Spanish travel vlogger by sev-
en local youth at Jharkhand’s 
Dumka, a similar incident re-
ported from Karnataka’s Ham-
pi on International Women’s 
Day brought the spotlight yet 
again on how unsafe women are 
in India. This time, an Israeli 
traveller and a local homestay 
owner became victims of gan-
grape while they were stargaz-
ing late into night on the bank 
of Tungabhadra Canal. Three 
male tourists who were present 
with them were assaulted and 
thrown into the canal leading 
to death of Bibhas, a traveller 
hailing from Odisha, due to 
drowning. Such heinous crimes 
against foreign tourists are also 
putting India to shame on the 
global stage as a highly unsafe 
country for women

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 8: It 
was a historical blunder for 
Koshal to become a part of 
Odisha in 1936 as the region has 
remained neglected, senior BJP 
MLA Jayanarayan Mishra said 
Saturday.

Addressing a government 
function in Sambalpur where 
fi nancial assistance was dis-
bursed under the Subhadra 

Yojana, 
Mishra 
said Odi-
sha was 
formed 
with the 
merger 
of three 
regions -- 
Utkal that 
comprised 
the coastal 

region, Kalinga in the south, 
and Koshal in the west.

“The merger of Koshal 
during the formation of Odi-
sha was a mistake. We have 
been neglected,” said Mishra, 
the MLA of Sambalpur -- the 
biggest city in the region.

“People of this region par-
ticipated in the movement for 
merger with Odisha. But that 
was our biggest mistake,” he 
added.

The Opposition BJD was 
quick to latch on to the oppor-
tunity to corner the BJP over 
Mishra’s statement.

Seeking a clarifi cation from 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi, BJD spokesperson Lenin 
Mohanty said the BJP MLA’s 
statement was harmful to Odi-
sha’s unity. 

This is a manifestation of 
the BJP’s divisive approach, 
he claimed.

“As the state will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary in 2036, 
we cannot let such destruc-
tive rhetoric gain ground in 
our political discourse,” Mo-
hanty said. The state BJP was 
not immediately available for 
comment.

KOSHAL’S HISTORICAL 
BLUNDER TO BE PART 
OF ODISHA, SAYS BJP 
MLA, SPARKS ROW



Mumbai: Actress Adah Sharma shared a hilarious wish 
on Women’s Day.

When asked what message she would like to give fel-
low women, she replied in her usual quirky way saying, 
“Men are like the mobile phone. Women are like the 
network in it. Without them, the phone can't do much. 
So all you women, remember that! Know that you are 
that important.”

On the professional front, Adah will next be seen 
in Mahesh Bhatt’s Tumko Meri Kasam, alongside 
Anupam Kher and Ishwak Singh.

The recently released trailer of the fi lm showed 
Adah and Anupam Kher delving into the sensitive 
and often taboo topics surrounding IVF and fertility. 

The fi lm talks about the challenges and societal 
stigmas that couples face when dealing 

with fertility issues.
Dropping the trailer on her IG, 
Adah wrote, “#VikramBhatt's 

#TumkoMeriKasam Only 
IN CINEMAS 21st March 

He made a Promise to 
his love, A murder 

could destroy it! A 
battle to protect love, 
a war to save legacy, 

#Tum-

koMeriKasamTrailer Out Now.”
Tumko Meri Kasam is loosely based on the life of Dr. 

Ajay Murdia, the founder of the well-known Indira IVF 
chain.  IANS

Jaipur: As part of IIFA’s Silver Jubilee celebra-
tions, a special event was held on the eve of In-

ternational Women’s Day in Jaipur. 
 Titled The Journey of Women in Cinema, 

the event featured a thought-provoking con-
versation with Bollywood icon Madhuri 
Dixit and Oscar-winning producer Guneet 
Monga.

The discussion was hosted by IIFA 
Vice-President Noreen Khan. 

During the conversation, the Tezzab ac-
tress shared her thoughts on her personal 
and professional journey. 

She said, “I have lived my life well after 
marriage. My partner is very supportive, 
and living with family is like a dream. I 
have also had the opportunity to play some 

incredible roles in my career.”
Speaking about her choices in films, 

she reflected on Mrityudand, an art film 
that remains a landmark in her career. 

“When I chose to do Mrityudand, 
people discouraged me, saying it 
wasn’t the right move for my career. 
But I went ahead with it, and the 

film turned out to be a significant 
milestone.”

On the growing influ-
ence of social media, 
she added, “Today, ac-
tors are not just movie 
stars but also Twitter 

stars, Instagram stars, 
and social media influ-
encers. I enjoy creating 

reels and engaging with 
my audience in new 
ways.”

                                      IANS

Mumbai: Widely regarded as the queen of Bolly-
wood, Deepika Padukone is a diva who carries a 
distinct persona - whether on or off screen. Over 
the years, fans have witnessed her incredible 
growth and transformation into a woman admired 
by the world. While Deepika has been an inspiration 
to many women in various ways, it was the women 
on screen who inspired her to step into the world of 
entertainment.

When asked what inspired her to get into acting 
and how all of this began, Deepika Padukone 
replied by saying, “You know, I think for 
me just as a young girl growing up, I 
grew up in a family full of sportsmen 
and athletes, and we didn't watch very 
many movies but few movies that we 
watched in a year, every time we went 
into the cinema, I’d look at these amaz-
ing women and be inspired by them 
and sort of knew somewhere deep 
down inside as a child that, that is 
something I would be doing one day.”

She went on to add, “I don't know 
how, I have no idea how I was going to 
go about it, but, I felt like that's where 
I belonged. And, so I started my career 
as a model fi rst, that was my real pas-
sion and then I got discovered by Farah 
Khan, one of the few Indian directors, 
female directors and Ya, I debuted in 
2017. And there’s been no looking back 
since.”                                                 AGENCIES

You will want to be in 
control today and this could 
lead to verbal skirmish and resentment, 
says Ganesha. Some task might baffl e 
you enough to drive you to your wit's 
end this afternoon. It would be best to 
sit together and thrash out individual 
differences in the larger interest of the 
family, suggests Ganesha.

The fi rst half of the day 
should see you fresh and 
rosy with enthusiasm. You 
will be able to channel your energies in 
the right direction today. You will be able 
to pursue projects which really interest 
you. You will likely spend your lunch time 
in the company of friends and family. 
Overall, a productive and satisfying day 
awaits, says Ganesha.

Do not underscore your 
infl uence and importance 
today, says Ganesha. You 
hold the key to many doors, and hence, 
your ability to infl uence people is at its 
strongest today. In business, this means 
that you have a major role to play in new 
deals. But remember that you merely hold 
the keys, you cannot predict what lies 
behind each door. 

Watch you step, warns Ga-
nesha. Trouble is lurking just 
round the corner and waiting 
to waylay you. At work, you will fi nd 
yourself in a high-spirited mood and will 
be helpful to your colleagues. You might 
end the day in the company of family 
members recollecting the happy days you 
have spent in each other's company.

Today, you may be at your 
creative best and encourage 
various forms of arts. If the 
passion grows, you may even consider 
taking lessons in classical music or 
dance. Love is in the air during the 
evening. Ganesha foresees a romantic 
dinner and drive with your beloved.

Self-righteousness, and a 
sense of duty set the mood 
for the day today. You’ll be a 
miserly scrooge in the afternoon. 
But later in the day, expect dinner 
with your sweetheart to be 
extravagant and blissful.

You mark dates on calendar 
to sneak away for a small 
vacation near by, but because 
of the heavy workload, you always have 
to cancel the plans. You don't need to 
plan, in fact, you can take an impromptu 
vacation, feels Ganesha. Take one now! 
Get a roadmap and drive away from 
the hassle of the city.

Who doesn't like to have a 
heavier pocket? You will be 
pleased to have little extra 
cash in your wallet. Also, you will pay 
attention to your fi nancial planning and 
position, says Ganesha. 

You need to be extremely 
careful when planning out 
your activities for the day, 
says Ganesha. For the slightest mistake 
could bring all your efforts to naught. 
Treading carefully and cautiously is 
advisable, when it comes to work-related 
matters, to avoid falling into traps.

An extended family is a 
boon, especially when it 
comes to charting out some success. 
Okay, maybe it’s not Don Corleone calling 
the shots in your favour; but expect to get 
a favourable base from your relatives for 
the same. Bring your luck with you 
to work, and keep smiling. 

You will savour a tasty meal. 
You will go out for dinner 
with your friends or family. It may so hap-
pen that you will take out time from your 
hectic schedule to prepare tasty food and 
invite friends and relatives. Your nature of 
helping others will make you popular and 
you will benefi t from it, says Ganesha.

The stars today may play 
some tricks, which may 
land you in some sort of 
problem. But by mid-day, things will calm 
down and you will forget it. Ganesha says 
that in the evening, you will be calm and 
pensive which is an excellent thing.
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LADY GAGA REVEALS 
HER BIGGEST FEAR

BRITNEY FELT ‘ABUSED’ 
AMID CONSERVATORSHIP

Singer-actress Lady Gaga has revealed 
her biggest fear, which is being alone. 
The pop star, who is one of the 
best-selling artists of all time, shared 
that she felt isolated in the early years 
of her music career.

Pop icon Britney Spears has opened 
up about her controversial conser-
vatorship. Recently, the 43-year-old 
pop star has taken to social media to 
discuss her conservatorship, she felt 
‘controlled’ and ‘abused’.

CROSSWORD

SOLUTIONS

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Mumbai: Bollywood star Sanjay Dutt has wished 
a Happy Women’s Day to his loved ones, includ-
ing his late mother, Nargis, his wife, Maanyata, 
his daughters, Trishala and Iqra, and his sisters, 
Priya and Namrata.

 Sanjay took to his Instagram, where he 

shared the pictures of the women in his 
life. The first was a picture of him with his 
mother Nargis, then a picture with his wife 
Maanyata, followed by images of his daugh-
ter Trishala and Iqra.

He also posted photographs striking a pose 
with his sisters Priya and Namarata.

For the caption, he wrote: “The women in my 
life are my biggest blessings. Their love, care, 
and strength mean everything to me. Happy 
Women’s Day to my loves”

International Women’s Day is celebrated an-
nually as a focal point in the women’s rights 
movement. International Women’s Day gives 
focus to issues such as gender equality, re-
productive rights, and violence and 
abuse against women.

On the professional 
front, Sanjay is set to 
star in the upcom-
ing action-horror 
comedy The 
Bhootnii, 
which is 
scheduled 
for release 
April 
18.
IANS

Women in my life are my biggest blessings: Sanju

Deepika’s 
inspirations

SUDOKU

Adah shares quirky message

‘I’ve lived my life 
well after marriage’

INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S DAY 



‘Women shape country’s
future with their wisdom’

Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Saturday said that women shape 

the future of the country with their 
strength, wisdom and determination.

Majhi said this on the occasion of the 
International Women’s Day.

Taking to X, Majhi said, “Women 
are the backbone of our society, shap-
ing our future with their strength, 
wisdom, and determination. On 
#InternationalWomensDay, let’s 
celebrate the unwavering spirit, re-
silience, and achievements of women 
across #Odisha and beyond. Let us 
all pledge to build a more inclusive, 
equitable, and progressive society 
where every woman can dream, 
achieve, and lead.”

Similarly, BJD president and Leader 
of Opposition Naveen Patnaik, in a post 
on X, said, “#WomenEmpowerment has 
always remained at the centre of all our 
initiatives and #Odisha is a pioneer in 
empowering women through initiatives 
like #MissionShakti, #MAMATA and 
#GenderBudget. On #WomensDay, 
let’s celebrate women’s leadership ev-
erywhere and ensure a greater role of 
women in society and the highest deci-
sion-making bodies.”

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 8: 
Subhadra Yojana has become 
a revolution in Odisha and it 
will empower as well as uplift 
women, instilling new hope 
and confi dence in them, Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
said Saturday.

While releasing the second 
instalment of the scheme to 
1,00,64,000 benefi ciaries during 
an event organised at Ambapua 
in Ganjam district on the occa-
sion of International Women’s 
Day, Majhi emphasised that the 
new government, in just nine 
months, has paved the way for 
fi nancial freedom for over one 
crore women in the state.

“All mothers have received 
`10,000 in two instalments,” 
he said, describing the day as 
the happiest and most glori-
ous in his tenure as the Chief 
Minister.

Criticising the previous BJD 
government for merely raising 
slogans about women’s empow-
erment over the past 24 years, 
Majhi said, “We decided to im-
plement the historic Subhadra 
Yojana within 24 minutes of 
coming to power. The good 
news is that it started working 
within three months, and to-
day, in just nine months, more 

than one crore women have re-
ceived the second instalment.”

Lashing out at the BJD for 
criticising his government, 
Majhi remarked, “What you 
could not achieve in 24 years, 
we have accomplished in just 
nine months.”

He further stated, “Our de-
tractors forget that even a child 
must spend nine months in the 
mother’s womb before being 
born. There are still four days 
left for our government to com-
plete nine months in offi ce.”

Sending a strong message 
to those who commit violence 
and misconduct against wom-
en, the Chief Minister assert-
ed that such criminals have 
no place in a civilised society 
and they belong within the four 
walls of a jail.

“I have already issued strict 
instructions to departmental 
offi cers to ensure this is en-
forced,” he said.

The Chief Minister also 
highlighted the Lakhpati Didi 
scheme, which aims to make 
women fi nancially indepen-
dent, stating that the target is 
to create three crore ‘lakhpati 
didis’ (women earning at least 
one lakh rupees) across the 
country.

Odisha, Majhi said, has se-
cured second place in India 

in implementing the Lakh-
pati Didi scheme. “So far, we 
have created fi ve lakh lakhpa-
ti didis, and by 2027, we will 
ensure that at least 25 lakh 
women in Odisha achieve this 
status,” he added.

The Chief Minister also 
launched development projects 
worth over `638 crore in Gan-
jam district.

On the occasion, Deputy 
Chief Minister Pravati Parida 
stated that Subhadra Yojana 
has now benefi ted more than 
one crore women.

“Our government has hon-
oured its commitment. We 
promised to empower women, 
and we have delivered within 
just eight months,” Parida said. 
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MUSICAL EVENT
Artistes perform at the concluding 

day of '13th annual festival of Sufi ana 
and other devotional music' organised 

by Odia Language, Literature & 
Culture department and Bhubaneswar 

Music Circle at Rabindra Mandap in 
Bhubaneswar, Saturday

Subhadra has become a revolution: CM

Vaishnaw hails Subhadra milestone
Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw Saturday shared his thoughts on the 

one crore benefi ciary milestone achieved by the state government’s 
fl agship women empowerment initiative, Subhadra Yojana Taking to X, 
Vaishnaw acknowledged the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in launching the scheme and the commitment of the Odisha government in 
ensuring its success. “The number of benefi ciaries of the Subhadra Yojana, 
launched under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri @narendramodi, 
to empower and make the mothers and sisters of Odisha self-reliant, 
has crossed one crore. The state government's resolve towards women 
empowerment in Odisha is now moving towards reality. Thank you, Hon'ble 
Prime Minister @narendramodi, Chief Minister @MohanMOdisha, and Deputy 
Chief Minister @PravatiPOdisha, for this," Vaishnaw said.

AGENCIES

Kendrapara, March 8: Endan-
gered Olive Ridley sea turtles have 
returned to Ekakula in large num-
bers for mass nesting after a gap of 
33 years.

According to Manas Kumar Das, 
Assistant Conservator of Forests 
(ACF) in charge of Gahirmatha 
Marine Sanctuary, the last recorded 
mass nesting at Ekakula occurred 
during the 1992-93 turtle season.

In the past 48 hours alone, ap-
proximately 1,69,348 female Olive 
Ridley turtles have laid eggs at Eka-
kula. Around 3,000 Olive Ridley tur-

tles arrived at Ekakula for nesting 
March 6, while the number surged 
to 1,66,348 female turtles March 7.

During the ongoing turtle season, 
a total of 4.34 lakh female Olive Rid-
ley turtles have laid eggs at Nasi-2 
and Ekakula beaches within the 
Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary over 
the last three days (March 5 to 7), 
according to Forest offi cials.

While 2,64,657 turtles nested at 
Nasi-2 beach, 1,69,348 turtles nest-
ed at Ekakula. Although Ekakula 
beach stretches for eight kilome-
tres, the turtles have utilised only 
three kilometre of the beach for 
nesting. Experts predict a record 

number of turtles may arrive this 
season, as mass nesting is expect-
ed to continue for another three to 
four days.

The previous record was set in 
2023 when an estimated 5,12,175 
Olive Ridley turtles came ashore 
at Nasi-2 beach within the Gahir-
matha Marine Sanctuary, laying 
eggs over four days, beginning 
March 9, Das added.

However, Forest offi cials ex-
press concerns that Olive Ridley 
turtles may skip mass nesting at 
Gahirmatha in the future due to 
the shrinking Nasi-2 beach, which 
is gradually eroding due to constant 
sea action.

The return of Olive Ridley turtles 
to Ekakula after three decades in-
dicates that these turtles prefer to 
lay eggs at the same beaches where 
they nested in the past.

Favourable environmental condi-
tions and suitable beach structures 
play a crucial role in their nesting 
behaviour. To protect the turtle 
eggs from predators, Forest per-
sonnel have intensifi ed patrolling 
and conservation efforts at both 
Ekakula and Nasi-2 beaches.

After 33 years, Olive Ridley turtles 
return to Ekakula for mass nesting

Driver held for attacking employer 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 8: The Airport police 
Saturday arrested a 36-year-old man for al-
legedly assaulting his employer over non-pay-
ment of outstanding salary. 

The accused, Rakesh Maharath, a native of 
Boudha, had been working as a driver for the 
complainant, Swarnalata Behera, for the past 
few months, said Inspector-in-Charge (IIC) 
Rabindranath Meher.

Meher said the incident occurred March 7 
afternoon when Rakesh, allegedly under the 
infl uence of alcohol, arrived at Swarnalata’s 
residence at Kargil slums and created a ruck-
us over salary payment issues. He demanded 
his remaining dues settled. When Swarnalata 
insisted that his wages had already been paid, 
Rakesh turned violent.

“In a fi t of rage, Rakesh picked up an iron 
bar and attacked Swarnalata and her chil-
dren. While Swarnalata sustained serious 
injuries, her children were partially injured 
in the attack. Before fl eeing the spot, Rakesh 
also smashed Swarnalata’s mobile phone,” 
Meher said

During investigation, police learnt that 
Swarnalata had cleared Rakesh’s dues several 
days ago. Rakesh was subsequently arrested 
from his residence in the same neighbour-
hood, Saturday.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 8:  
The Odisha Pradesh Congress 
Committee (OPCC) Saturday 
observed the International 
Women's Day as Protest Day, 
alleging that the condition of 
women in the state was dismal.

The party's women leaders, led 
by OPCC chief Bhakta Charan 
Das, staged a sit-in at the Master 
Cantee Square here and alleged 
that the state government “had 
failed to do justice for women.”

Besides Das, party MLA Tara-
prasad Bahinipati, several for-
mer PCC chiefs, and senior lead-
ers participated in the dharna as 
a mark of solidarity towards the 
agitating women members.

Alleging that the women of 
Odisha are subjected to hu-
miliation and exploitation 
under the ‘double engine' gov-
ernment, Das said as many as 
“1,600 cases of crimes against 
women have been registered 
in the state and 54 gang-rapes 
have taken place after the BJP 

came to power in the state, 
which is a cause of concern.”

“Atrocities against women 
have crossed all limits under 
the 'Narendra-Mohan' govern-
ment. But the state government 
is sitting idle and helpless,” he 
alleged, adding that “the BJP 
was hitting the streets when-
ever a crime against woman 
took place when the BJD was 
in power. However, now the 
saffron party is silent.”

Describing the situation as 
“unfortunate,” the OPCC pres-
ident said, “A ninth standard 
student of a state-run Ashram 
School in Keonjhar, the CM's 
home district, has become 
pregnant, while a class X girl 
delivered a baby in Chitrakon-
da area of Malkangiri.”

“In Dhenkanal, a woman was 
gang-raped by seven men for a 
long time, while a class X girl 
became pregnant in Jajpur. In 
Cuttack, a minor girl was raped 
in a brick kiln, while a tribal 
girl was raped in Laxmipur,” 
he claimed.

Cong observes ‘Protest Day’
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WEATHER
BBSR CTC

Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

FORECAST
Mainly clear sky

35.4°

17.6°

92%

Nil

35.6°

15.0°

68%

Nil
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I Suraj Kumar Agrawal, 
S/o. Late Paban Kumar  
Agrawal, R/o. Village/
PS. - Junagarh, Dist. 
- Kalahandi have 
purchased Land of  
Mouza - Matigaon vide 
registered sale deed 
No.10891500139/2015, 
Registered Sale Deed 
No. 1197200908 and 
11972200907/2022. Above 
all the registered sale 
dead has been lost 
somewhere on 07.02.2025 
while I was traveling 
from my home to SBI, 
Junagarh main branch 
for loan purpose. Inspite 
of  my thorough search 
I could not trace out the 
same.

 CLASSIFIED
LOST

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 8: The 
state government has success-
fully procured 70 lakh metric 
tonne of paddy from around 
15.65 lakh farmers during the 
ongoing Kharif season, marking 
a signifi cant achievement in the 
state’s agricultural sector. 

The procurement drive has 
ensured direct fi nancial ben-
efi ts to farmers, with `15,613 
crore already transferred to 
their accounts as Minimum 
Support Price (MSP). Addition-
ally, `5,430 crore has been dis-
bursed as Input Assistance to 
support agricultural activities.

The update was shared 
during a review meeting 
chaired by Food Supplies and 
Consumer Welfare Minister 
Krushna Chandra Patra at Lok 
Seva Bhawan Saturday. 

The meeting, attended by 
department principal secretary 
Sanjay Kumar Singh and Odi-
sha State Civil Supplies Cor-

poration managing director 
Shubham Saxena, focused on 
assessing the procurement 
process and planning for the 
upcoming Rabi season.

Officials confirmed that 
the procurement process for 
the Rabi season will com-
mence May 1 and continue 
until June 30. To ensure a 
smooth procurement expe-
rience, the government will 
begin farmer registrations 
this month. 

Additionally, discussions 
were held on supplying the 
remaining rice stock from the 
procured paddy to the Food 

Corporation of India (FCI).
A major focus of the meet-

ing was the e-KYC process 
for farmers availing procure-
ment benefits. So far, 92 per 
cent of beneficiaries have 
completed e-KYC, and efforts 
are being made to facilitate 
internet access at fair price 
shops (FPSs) in remote areas 
with weak connectivity. 

Moreover, authorities are 
working on gathering details 
of 30.84 lakh beneficiaries 
yet to complete the e-KYC 
process.

As part of a new initia-
tive, 30 selected FPSs will be 
transformed into Jan-Posh-
an Kendras on a pilot basis 
to offer nutritious products, 
including millets and essen-
tial Public Distribution Sys-
tem (PDS) items. A team will 
visit similar centers in other 
states to study best practices.

State govt procures 70L MT 
paddy from 15.65L growers
`15,613 crore disbursed 
as MSP and `5,430 crore 

as Input Assistance 
to farmers

Rabi paddy procurement 
to begin May 1; farmer 

registration starts this month

92% of benefi ciaries complete 
e-KYC; efforts underway to 

cover remaining farmers

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rayagada, March 8: Despite 
the belief that sons and daugh-
ters should be treated equally, 
many girls still lack freedom in 
their own families. In tribal and 
underprivileged areas, partic-
ularly in villages with limited 
access to education, parents of-
ten marry off their daughters at 
a young age, denying them the 
opportunity to study.

In Rayagada district’s Rama-
naguda block, 18-year-old Lily 
Kandagari has taken a stand 
against child marriage and is 
actively promoting education. 
So far, she has raised aware-
ness among more than 600 ad-

olescent girls and infl uenced 
several parents to reconsider 
early marriages. She has per-
sonally intervened to prevent 
at least seven child marriages 
in nearby villages and has be-
come an example for others to 
emulate.

In 2022, Lily’s family pres-
sured her into marriage, fi nal-
ising a proposal against her 
will. They even performed her 
engagement.  However, she re-
sisted and reported the matter 
to local administration, and, 
with the support of Anganwadi 
workers, successfully stopped 
her own wedding. Determined 
to continue her education, she 
convinced her family but faced 

fi nancial diffi culties as her fam-
ily who were not well-off denied 
to fund for education.

To fund her studies, Lili took 
up work in women’s empower-
ment programmes in Gunupur 

and used her earnings to con-
tinue her education. Currently, 
she wishes to become a teacher 
and pursue a Plus III course in 
Gunupur, while also supporting 
her family. She remains fi rm in 

her goal of becoming a teacher 
and has vowed to marry only 
after achieving her dreams.

After her father’s untimely 
death, Lily’s mother has been 
working as a daily labourer to 
support the family. Lily uses 
the money she earns to fund 
both her education and house-
hold expenses. Her mother, rec-
ognising Lily’s determination, 
says she now believes there is 
no difference between sons and 
daughters.

Lily is raising awareness 
in various villages about how 
girls can continue their edu-
cation and become self-reli-
ant while also rejecting child 
marriage. Many girls in rural 

areas receive guidance from 
Anganwadi centers on saying 
no to child marriage. Inspired 
by these sessions, Lily took 
the initiative to lead aware-
ness campaigns and has de-
voted selflessly to the cause.

She has managed to in-
clude, seven more friends in 
this effort to prevent child 
marriage. In cases where 
stopping a marriage becomes 
particularly difficult, they 
collaborate with Anganwadi 
and ASHA workers to inter-
vene. Lily acknowledges that 
sometimes they face criti-
cism, while at other times, 
they receive praise for their 
efforts.

Teen prevents seven child marriages, empowers 600 girls
After resisting her own forced marriage, 18-year-old Lily Kandagari promoting education in Rayagada’s Ramanaguda block, as she continues to raise awareness on self-reliance 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhanjanagar, March 8: The 
raging forest fi re in the North 
Ghumsar division of Ganjam 
district continues to spread, 
showing no signs of abating. 
Despite ongoing efforts, the 
fi re has extended to 13 addi-
tional locations, including 
Galeri, Tarsing, and Mujagada 
forest ranges, according to sat-
ellite data released Saturday.

Friday, satellite reports had 
identified fires at 22 locations. 
While containment efforts 
have seen some success, new 
outbreaks have necessitated 
continued firefighting oper-
ations. 

Forest department person-
nel, along with members of 
local Vana Surakshya Sami-

tis (fire protection commit-
tees), are working tirelessly 
to douse the flames. However, 
their efforts are hampered by 
a shortage of vehicles and 
manpower.

Reports suggest that some 
vehicles designated for wild-
life protection and firefight-
ing are occasionally misused 
for private purposes by influ-
ential officials. As the crisis 
worsens, locating available 
vehicles for emergency re-
sponse has become increas-
ingly difficult, leading to frus-
tration among fire personnel.

Firefighters require four-
wheel-drive vehicles to access 
affected areas, but transporta-
tion remains a critical chal-
lenge. The fires are spreading 
rapidly, scorching vast areas 

of forest land. Vehicles are es-
sential not only for firefight-
ing but also for transporting 
personnel, equipment, food, 
and water to remote locations.

Environmentalists have 
raised concerns over the sud-
den outbreak of wildfires and 
the struggle to bring them un-
der control. Thick smoke has 
engulfed large parts of the 
northern Ghumsar forest, 
even affecting the outskirts 
of Bhanjanagar town. 

Meanwhile, forester Ka-
labadan Das, who was criti-
cally injured in a bear attack 
while battling the fire Friday, 
has been shifted from MKCG 
Medical College and Hospital 
in Berhampur to a hospital in 
Bhubaneswar for advanced 
treatment.

Forest fi re worsens, spreads
to 13 more areas in Ganjam PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, March 8: Eight 
hundred elderly people from 
Odisha left for Ayodhya and 
Varanasi in UP on a special 
train Saturday for a state-spon-
sored pilgrimage.

Deputy Chief Minister Pra-
vati Parida fl agged off the train 
at the Berhampur station.

Among the pilgrims are 443 
people from Ganjam, 119 from 
Nayagarh, 55 from Boudh, 72 
from Gajapati and 86 from 
Kandhamal district. Twen-
ty-fi ve government offi cers are 
accompanying them.

After visiting temples and 
mutts in these two cities, the 
pilgrims will return to Ber-
hampur March 13.

It was the second such train 
to leave Berhampur this year 
under the state’s ‘Baristha 
Nagarika Tirtha Yatra Yojana’.

The fi rst train took anoth-
er 800 pilgrims to Shirdi and 
Nashik in Maharashtra in 
January.

A total of 8,000 elderly peo-
ple belonging to economically 
disadvantaged sections will be 
sent on pilgrimage to Nashik, 
Shirdi, Ayodhya, Varanasi, 
Kamakhya and Dakhineswar 
under the scheme, offi cials 
said.

The special trains are oper-
ating from Berhampur, Bhu-
baneswar, Rayagada, Sambal-
pur and Balasore, they said.

Besides arranging food and 
lodging, the government is also 
engaging doctors and nurses to 
look after the elderly persons 
during their journey.

Elderly on pilgrimage
to Varanasi, Ayodhya

RESHMI YADAV, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 8:  
Apollo Hospitals, Bhubaneswar 
honoured the contributions of 
women in healthcare and be-
yond on the occasion of Inter-
national Women’s Day (IWD) 
here Saturday.

Titled around 2025’s IWD 
theme, ‘Accelerate Action’, 
the event emphasised the need 
for urgent efforts in advancing 
gender equality and women’s 
empowerment.

Speaking on the occasion, 
chief operating offi cer and 
director of medical services 
at the hospital Alok Srivas-
tava expressed gratitude for 
the invaluable contributions 
of women in patient care and 
said, “From doctors and nurses 
to support staff, women play a 
crucial role in our healthcare 
system. Their dedication not 

only benefi ts the hospital but 
also strengthens families and 
communities.”

Joining on the occasion, ed-
ucationist and social activist 
Amiyabala Parida inspired 
the gathering with her resil-
ience and commitment to social 
causes.

Adding a touch of glamour 
and appreciation, Odia actor 
and model Reha Resham Bari 
acknowledged the relentless 
efforts of female healthcare 
workers and stated, “Women 
in hospitals are not just pro-
fessionals. They are caregivers, 
family members, and pillars of 
strength. Their contributions 
deserve recognition every day, 
not just on Women’s Day.”

The event featured insightful 
discussions on women’s health 
and empowerment, providing 
attendees an opportunity to en-
gage with the speakers. 

City Apollo Hosp 
felicitates women

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, March 8: The de-
mand for ‘Giliriphula,’ a vibrant 
forest fl ower used in traditional 
delicacies, is rising in Keonjhar 
due to its unique taste and natu-
ral availability. Collected from 
forests, these fl owers are sold 
by tribal communities in local 
markets and are also popular 
among tourists.

The trade provides a vital 
livelihood to tribal families, 
but middlemen reportedly 
earn higher profi ts by selling 
them outside the district at in-
fl ated prices. In urban areas, 
the fl owers are sold for R 10-
Rs20 per cone, while in other 
districts, traders make two to 
three times more.

“We collect these fl owers 
from the forest and sell them 
in markets. Demand is grow-
ing, especially in cities, but 
our earnings are limited due 
to transportation and other 
expenses,” said Sunita Naik 
of Banspal, who earns `100 to 
`200 daily.

‘Giliriphula’ is widely used 
in local cuisine, increasing its 
demand both in Keonjhar and 

beyond. Some traders have be-
gun exporting them for higher 
profi ts. Besides fl owers, tribal 
communities rely on forest 
products like fruits, nuts, roots, 
and medicinal plants for suste-
nance. They also practice ‘podu’ 
(shifting) cultivation during the 
monsoon.

Once considered a “poor 
man’s food,” forest produce is 
now highly valued in urban 
markets. However, deforesta-
tion and mining activities are 
threatening the availability 
of these resources. Experts 
urge the government to safe-
guard tribal livelihoods and 
conserve the region’s rich 
biodiversity.

‘Giliriphula’ demand on rise in Keonjhar

Bhubaneswar: Governor Hari 
Babu Kambhampati has called for 
enhanced trade and investment 
collaboration between Odisha 
and Andhra Pradesh, citing their 
shared economic strengths.
Speaking at an interaction between 
the Vizagapatam and Utkal 
Chambers of Commerce at Raj 
Bhavan, he highlighted Odisha’s 
rich natural resources and Andhra 
Pradesh’s maritime economy as 
complementary assets for regional 
growth. He emphasised the 
success of Utkarsh Odisha: Make-
in-Odisha Conclave 2025, which 
has attracted major investments 
in mining, metals, renewable 
energy, and textiles, accelerating 
Odisha’s industrial growth and 
job creation. The Governor also 
stressed the role of both states 
in Viksit Bharat 2047, urging 
business-to-business engagements 
in logistics, skill development, and 
technology industries. Chamber 
presidents M Sudarsan Swamy 
and Prabodh Mohanty reiterated 
their commitment to strengthening 
trade ties.

Guv urges stronger trade 
ties between Odisha, AP

Forest produce gains 
popularity, providing 

livelihood to 
tribal families despite 

challenges

WOMEN’S CELEBRATION:  Dharitri and Orissa POST Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy and women employees of the dailies take part in the 
International Women’s Day celebration on the newspapers’ offi ce premises in Bhubaneswar, Saturday OP PHOTO



P5SUNDAY | MARCH 9, 2025 | BHUBANESWAR



Some problems humanity has created together and must tackle 
together. Some problems are created locally. Climate change is 
something that the world has to solve as a whole. If half the world 

lessens its emissions while the other half increases them, climate 
change will not be solved. The earth’s atmosphere and the oceans 
bind humanity.

Local problems are created because of an imbalance in power and 
the desire to stir up trouble. Ukraine is one such example and Gaza 
is another. It is hard to understand why apartheid, ethnic cleansing 
and indeed genocide are acceptable in the world of 2025. 

Then there are other problems that might not even be thought of 
as problems at all but punitive solutions emanating from them are 
still infl icted on the world. One such solution that we are dealing with 
is regarding the problem of the United States’ trade defi cit and the 
desire to level it out through tariffs. These are required, according to 
the American president, because the system is grossly unfair to the 
US and other nations have been “ripping us off,” in his words. Have 
they? If they have this ripping off has been mostly to their detriment.

The average per person GDP of the world is $13,000, according to the 
World Bank. Most countries are considerably lower than that. These 
include India ($2500), Indonesia ($4800), Iran ($4400), Iraq ($5500), Thai-
land ($7100) and Vietnam ($4200). Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, which has a population 
a little smaller than India’s, is at $1600. 
Of our fellow BRICS members, Brazil is 
$10,200, Russia $13,800, South Africa $6000 
and China is at $12,600.

A few countries have a per person GDP 
considerably higher than the global av-
erage. The Euro area average is $45,000 
with Germany at $54,000, France at $44,000 
and Italy at $39,000. The UK is similar to 
France. The United States of America is at 
$82,000, meaning it is more than six times 
the global average and more than 30 times 
India’s per person GDP. The US is by far 
the wealthiest large nation. Its position 
has made the dollar the world’s reserve 
currency, meaning most trade globally 
happens in US dollars, and it is the most 
attractive destination for the world’s 
talented people. Its population growth is 
bolstered by this migration and its corpo-
rate and academic elites are studded with 
those who were born abroad. Its future is 
assured because of this enormous corps 
of talent. US per person GDP has doubled 
since 2004, which is incredible given how 
high the base already was. This has not 
been the case for Europe and the Euro ar-
ea’s per person GDP has stagnated since 
2004. Of course there is the problem of in-
equality in the US, as there is elsewhere, but that is an issue for the 
US to sort out internally, and not infl ict it on a world that is much 
poorer than the average American.

This weekend, Donald Trump said about us that: “India charges us 
massive tariffs. Massive. You can't even sell anything in India… They 
have agreed, by the way; they want to cut their tariffs way down now 
because somebody is fi nally exposing them for what they have done.” 

Whatever position one has on free trade, it is hard to blame India 
and its government for trying to protect the interests of its people and 
to advance its economy. In a nation where a billion people cannot buy 
anything discretionary and must spend all their earnings on survival, 
what is there to buy from advanced nations?

Economists suggest that the US trade defi cit is a refl ection of the 
country's budget defi cit. The US government spends more than it earns 
and so it has to borrow. In 2024, this defi cit was $1.8 trillion. This 
borrowing means capital infl ows into the US, raising the demand for 
the dollar and keeping it strong. The strong dollar in turn makes it 
diffi cult for the US to export its products and easier to import, which 
explains the defi cit in the trade balance. If the US were to balance its 
budget and borrow less, according to this “twin defi cits” theory, it 
would not have a trade defi cit as wide as it does. This is not going to 
happen, especially when Trump is going to continue and deepen tax 
cuts that will reduce his government’s income.

Mexico has a per person GDP of $13,790, meaning it is around the 
global average. Canada is $53,000, meaning about $30,000 per person 
per year lower than the US. It is not easy to make out the case as 
Trump is trying to do that these countries are engaging with the US 
on trade in bad faith. If they were the numbers would not be what 
they are. It is strange that someone is making the case that they are 
ripping the US off.

Take a look at the markets around the world and we see the tur-
bulence that has been deliberately created by one man in a powerful 
nation.

Some problems we have to hunker down and face and resolve as 
a species, and there are enough of these, and these are problems of 
suffi cient diffi culty, to require our full attention. And then we have 
these ones that are being gratuitously thrust on us, ones that we did 
not have till a few weeks or months ago, but are now keeping a large 
part of the world occupied.

Take a 
look at the 

markets around 
the world and 

we see the 
turbulence 

that has been 
deliberately 

created by 
one man in a 

powerful nation 

Aakar Patel

T
his year’s Interna-
tional Women’s Day 
was marked by a 
sense of foreboding, 

even despair. Progress on 
women’s rights and represen-
tation is stalling: the number 
of women in parliaments grew 
last year at the lowest rate in 
a generation, and the glob-
al fi nancing gap for gender 
initiatives remains wide. At 
a time of widespread demo-
cratic backsliding – and with 
US President Donald Trump 
freezing foreign aid, including 
for gender initiatives – the 
prospects for improvement 
appear bleak.

No one understands the 
consequences of such set-
backs better than women and 
girls in Afghanistan, where 
some of the world’s most se-
vere gender-based rights vi-
olations are occurring. And 
yet, Afghan women also offer 
compelling reasons for hope 
and powerful motivation – 
especially for those of us who 
enjoy rights, freedoms, and 
opportunities they do not – to 
keep fi ghting.

Afghan women have long 
had to fi nd imaginative ways 
to resist and circumvent 
harsh repression. In the late 
1990s, as the Taliban consol-
idated control of the country 
and imposed regressive poli-
cies, women established un-
derground schools, communi-
ty centers, and health clinics. 
Since the Taliban’s return to 
power in 2021, Afghan wom-
en have renewed such initia-
tives. For example, they have 
set up secret schools, which 
girls – who are now prohibited 
from education past the sixth 
grade – can attend in person 
or online. Where such class-
es are not accessible, mothers 
often educate their daughters 
at home, using their phones or 
tablets to access the necessary 
materials.

Forbidden from speaking 
outside their homes, women 

have used social media and 
the press to tell their stories. 
Unable to protest peacefully 
without facing violence from 
the authorities, women have 
embraced creative forms of 
resistance, depicting their 
experiences and demanding 
change in poetry, paintings, 
and fi lm. Sahra Mani’s mov-
ing documentary, Bread 
& Roses, which provides a 
glimpse into Afghan wom-
en’s efforts to resist Taliban 
repression, has earned inter-
national acclaim.

We are from Afghanistan, 
but we were fortunate to have 
the opportunity to restart our 
lives in a new country, where 
we can advocate for our sisters 
back home without fear for our 
personal safety. But the hero-
ines of Bread & Roses, and 
countless other Afghan wom-
en activists, face mortal danger 
every day. It is thus imperative 
that we do not stop at listening 
to their stories. Admiring their 
courage or sympathizing with 
their plight means little if we 
do nothing to keep them on the 
global agenda. That is why, at 
the upcoming United Nations 
Commission on the Status 
of Women (CSW), we will be 
calling on the international 

community to take three crit-
ical steps to support Afghan 
women.

First, Afghan refugees must 
have credible and timely op-
tions for safe and permanent 
resettlement. When the Tali-
ban returned to power, hun-
dreds of thousands of refugees 
– including Afghan nationals 
who had worked with Amer-
ican or NATO forces during 
the war – fl ed to neighboring 
Pakistan, where they applied 
for their promised US visas. 
Many have waited for years 
for their chance at resettle-
ment, often facing arbitrary 
detention and harassment in 
the meantime.

Far from accelerating this 
process, Trump has suspend-
ed the US Refugee Admissions 
Program. This has put Afghans 
at elevated risk of deporta-
tion – tantamount to a death 
sentence for many – by the 
Pakistani government, which 
has expressed frustration at 
the lengthy relocation time-
frames. A credible pathway to 
permanent resettlement in safe 
locations must be established 
as soon as possible.

Second, the international 
community must give Afghan 
women the resources they 

need to effect change within 
Afghanistan. Afghan wom-
en have the vision, tenacity, 
experience, and commitment 
needed to make a difference. 
But, since the Taliban’s re-
turn to power, donors have 
been afraid to support them. 
Far more fi nancing must be 
provided to Afghan wom-
en-led programs, including 
those facilitating dialogue 
between Afghan women at 
home and in exile.

Finally, women – and civil 
society more broadly – must be 
included in any political dia-
logue or peace process related 
to Afghanistan. If the Taliban 
seek to deny women a seat at 
the table, as they have so far, 
the international community 
must push back. Afghanistan’s 
future, and the region's stabil-
ity, depends on it.

This year’s CSW meeting 
will mark the 30th anniversa-
ry of the Beijing Declaration 
and Platform for Action, the 
world’s most progressive blue-
print for advancing women’s 
rights. When it was created 
three decades ago, the women 
involved were fi lled with hope 
that the fi ght for gender equal-
ity had reached a turning 
point. But despite progress in 
some areas – including wom-
en’s labor force participation, 
political representation, and 
fi nancial inclusion – the dec-
laration’s promise remains 
unfulfi lled. Now is the time to 
draw on the creativity, leader-
ship, knowhow, and courage 
of a new generation of women 
activists – not least those in 
Afghanistan.

Palwasha Hassan is 
Senior Technical and 
Program Director at 
Mina's List. Shafi qa 
Khpalwak is a poet, 

writer, and activist, who 
supports Mina's List with 

communications and 
advocacy 
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Created Problems

SPECTRUM CONSERVATION

Wildlife crime laws & implementation woes

Diplomatic concern 
Sir, This refers to “India demands action against culprits,” Orissa POST, 
March 8. India’s strong condemnation of the security breach during 
EAM S. Jaishankar's visit to London underscores a deeper diplomatic 
concern - the misuse of democratic freedoms by separatist elements 
abroad. The protester, who broke through the police cordon and des-
ecrated the Indian fl ag, has reignited questions about the response of 
host nations to such incidents and the persistent challenge posed by 
Khalistani groups operating in the West. The External Affairs Minis-
try’s statement emphasizing the need for host nations to uphold their 
diplomatic obligations refl ects not only frustration but also a demand 
for stricter action. New Delhi’s concerns are valid, as diplomatic secu-
rity is a fundamental tenet of international relations. The tearing of the 
Indian fl ag was not just an act of protest but a deliberate provocation 
meant to challenge India’s sovereignty. Such actions should not be 
dismissed as isolated events; they signal a persistent undercurrent of 
hostility that could have larger ramifi cations. The UK must demon-
strate its commitment to safeguarding diplomatic norms, ensuring 
that individuals or groups advocating separatism do not exploit the 
country’s democratic space to undermine another sovereign state.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

We are always surrounded by 
the things of which we think.

 THE MOTHER HOPE AMID DESPAIR

Amost-wanted elephant 
poacher Babuli Maha-
lik of Narasinghpur 

in Odisha who killed 20 ele-
phants in Athgarh, Boudh, 
Dhenkanal and Nayagarh 
was arrested and sent to jail 
by forest offi cials of Athgarh 
during 2020. After four years, 
his lawyer managed to get this 
notorious poacher released on 
bail. He continued his activi-
ties and recently was arrested 
by forest offi cials of Andhra 
Pradesh. Such incidents com-
pel us to think whether the 
existing laws and regulations 
related to wildlife protection 
and conservation are suffi -
cient to control crime against 
wildlife in our country.

The fi rst wildlife protec-
tion law dates back to the 
3rd century BC, when Em-
peror Ashoka enacted a law 
regarding wildlife and envi-
ronmental conservation. The 
fi rst codifi ed law, the Wild 
Birds Protection Act, 1887 
was enacted by the British. 
Later the British govern-
ment passed the Wild Birds 
and Animals Protection Act, 
1912 which was amended in 
1935. The Government of In-
dia brought a comprehensive 

law, the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972 which provides the 
basic framework for ensuring 
the protection and well-being 
of wild animals and plants. 
This primary law has been 
amended from time to time 
when there is a need to ad-
just the provisions for better 
implementation. 

In addition to the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972, other 
laws like Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, 2023; Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 
2023; Customs Act, 1962; The 
Indian Forest Act, 1927; The 
Forest (Conservation) Act, 
1981; The Environment (Pro-
tection) Act, 1986; The Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals 
Act, 1960; The Arms Act, 1959, 
are some more legal tools to 
check and control wildlife 
crimes, including illegal wild-
life trade. 

The major weakness in the 
enforcement of the Wildlife 
Crime Act is the sluggish 
movement of cases in courts. 
In the last fi ve years, not more 
than two or three persons in 
India have actually received 
jail terms for crimes against 
major species like tigers, ele-
phants, rhinos, or pangolins. 

In almost all cases, traders 
and poachers get bail and 
cases in lower courts go on at 
a very relaxed pace.

District courts are burdened 
with thousands of cases which 
results in a delay in getting 
the verdict. During this time, 
professional wildlife traders 
get bail and continue their 
activities. Very few forest of-
fi cers empowered to fi le wild-
life court cases are trained to 
conduct continuous investiga-
tions and interrogations, re-
ceive evidence, frame charges 
and handle court cases. Over 
the years, prosecuting offi cers 
are transferred, while witness-
es go missing or die. 

Law enforcement is a com-
plex issue. On the one hand, 
the forest department is 
tasked with protecting for-
ests without adequate law 
enforcement powers, which 
creates problems in seizing il-
legally poached wild animals, 
even where such seizures take 
place, the low punishment 
and anticipatory bail  do not 
help in stopping hunting. 

In criminology, three basic 
factors constitute deterrence  
(i) certainty, (ii) the time it 
takes to award punishment, 

and (iii) the true importance 
of punishment. In India, the 
conviction rate for serious of-
fences is very low and in cases 
related to wildlife crime, it is 
still weak. Unless legal and 
wildlife experts sit together 
and address the loopholes in 
the above three aspects, the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972  
will remain only on paper. 

There is no “quick fi x” to 
the problem of low conviction 
rate and mere changes in the 
law will not be enough. There 
is need of restructuring the 
investigation process which 
requires special training and 
sensitisation of law enforce-
ment personnel. Employing 
experienced lawyers can effec-
tively counsel the fi eld staff so 
that the prosecuting offi cers 
can take timely steps to re-
duce the time taken during 
trial. The participation of 
locals is essential for proper 
and effective implementation 
of existing laws and conserva-
tion of wildlife biodiversity.

 The writer is deputy 
conservator of forests and 

deputy director, 
investigation, Odisha 

Lokayukta. 

If the Taliban seek to deny women a 
seat at the table, as they have so far, the 
international community must push back. 

Afghanistan’s future, and the region's 
stability, depends on it

AFGHAN 
WOMEN 

HAVE LONG 
HAD TO FIND 

IMAGINATIVE 
WAYS TO 

RESIST AND 
CIRCUMVENT 

HARSH 
REPRESSION 

Palwasha Hassan 
& Shafi qa Khpalwak

THE FOREST 
DEPARTMENT IS 

TASKED WITH 
PROTECTING 

FORESTS 
WITHOUT 

ADEQUATE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 

POWERS 

Sasmita Lenka 

WISDOM CORNER

Truth, like gold, is to be obtained not by its growth, but by 
washing away from it all that is not gold  
  LEO TOLSTOY

Hope is important because it can make the present moment 
less diffi cult to bear. If we believe that tomorrow will be 
better, we can bear a hardship today 
 THICH NHAT HANH

Do your little bit of good where you are; it is those little bits 
of good put together that overwhelm the world
 DESMOND TUTU

 
1765: Following a vigorous press campaign by French philosopher 
Voltaire, a court acquitted the Huguenot merchant Jean Calas, who 
had been executed for allegedly murdering his son; the case greatly 
strengthened the movement for criminal law reform and religious 
toleration in France.

1831: The French Foreign Legion, whose unofficial motto is “Legio patria 
nostra” (“The legion is our fatherland”), was founded by King Louis-
Philippe as an aid in controlling French colonial possessions in Africa.

1959: The Barbie doll goes on sale. The American toy company Mattel 
claims that more than one billion Barbie dolls have been sold so far, 
with about 3 dolls being sold every second.

Football story
Sir, That 40-year-old Sunil Chhetri has been 
“coaxed” out of retirement by Indian football team’s 
head coach Manolo Marquez to join the team for 
the AFC Asian Cup 2027 qualifi ers is a tribute to 
the great footballer’s prowess but does not refl ect 
well on the overall Indian football scenario. The 
Santosh Trophy that once evoked a passing inter-
est has almost no takers even among some media 
correspondents. One cannot say that Indian football 
lacked the “headturners.” Far from it but football 
is an 11-member team game where individual bril-
liance is next to nothing. That said Indian football 
had its moments of glory when it qualifi ed for the 
FIFA World Cup way back in 1950. The legendary 
Syed Abdul Rahim carried the Indian football team 
to the victory podium in the 1951 Asian Games. The 
advent of Indian Super League in 2013 helped do-
mestic players to mingle with some reasonably big 
international names.

 Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

 SOCIETY 
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Shimla, March 8: Chhonzin 
Angmo, a tribal from Chandi-
garh village of Kinnaur district, 
lost her eyesight at the age of 
eight but gained a vision. In 
her sights were now acts of 
courage, hard-won laurels, 
and a life marked by a series of 
adventures.

Twenty years since, Angmo, 
now 28, has had a whirlwind of 
successes, each enough to make 
even the fi ttest envious.

Angmo was the only woman 
in a team of people with disabil-
ities who scaled the Siachen 
Glacier, the World’s Highest 
Battlefi eld, in 2021 under Op-
eration Blue Freedom.

In 2018, she cycled from 
Manali to Khardung La (La-
dakh), the world's highest mo-
torable road at an altitude of 
18,000 feet, in 10 days, braving 
extreme temperatures.

In 2019, she fi nished a cy-
cling expedition through the 
Nilgiris across three states in 
just six days.

Last July, Angmo completed 
a seven-day cycling expedition 
from Manali to Kalpa, travers-
ing Spiti Valley and Kinnaur.

“My blindness is not my 
weakness but my strength, and 
my biggest dream is still on the 
horizon -- scaling some of the 
highest mountains and seeing 
a future where no one is defi ned 
by what they lack but by what 
they achieve,” she told PTI. 
“My story does not end here. It 
has just begun.”

In her journey, Angmo has 

found an ally in Helen Keller, 
the deaf-mute US author, who 
gave voice to the countless 
voiceless through her activism.

“The only thing worse than 
being blind is having sight but 
no vision,” she says, quoting 
Keller.

After completing her school-
ing at the Mahabodhi Residen-
tial School in Ladakh, Angmo 
did her bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s at Miranda House, Delhi 
University. She is currently 
working with the Union Bank 
of India as a customer service 
associate in Delhi.

She won a gold medal in 
swimming at the state level 
and participated in the nation-
al-level Judo championship, 
securing two bronzes in na-
tional-level marathon events 
(100m and 400m).

She participated in the 10-km 
Delhi marathon three times, as 
well as the Pink marathon and 
the Delhi Vedanta Marathon. 
She also played in national 
and zonal level football cham-
pionships.

Passionate about mountains, 
Angmo completed a Basic 
Mountaineering course from 
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Insti-
tute in 2016 and was adjudged 
as the ‘Best Trainee.’

Angmo wasted no time af-
ter that and started scaling 
mountains.

In October 2024, she became 
the fi rst blind Indian woman 
to complete the Everest Base 
Camp Trek at the altitude of 
5,364 metres.

She scaled Mt Kanamo Peak 
in Spiti Valley (19,635 feet) in 
September 2022 and climbed 
Mount Kang Yatsae 2 (20,459 
ft) in Leh-Ladakh the previ-
ous year.

Angmo was a member of a 
team of persons with disabil-
ity that scaled an unnamed 
6,000-metre peak in Ladakh on 
September 8, 2024.
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Alappuzha (Kerala), March 8: 
The Opposition Congress in 
Kerala held a protest on boats 
in the high seas off the coast 
in Alappuzha district Saturday 
against the Centre’s decision to 
permit deep-sea mining off the 
state’s coast.

The protest was led by AICC 
General Secretary (Organisa-

tion) KC Venugopal and par-
ticipated by a large number of 
fi shermen, party leaders, and 
workers.

The protesters travelled 15 
nautical miles into the high 
seas, shouting slogans against 
the Centre and its decision, 
according to video clippings 
released by the Congress party.

Speaking during the protest, 
Venugopal demanded that the 
Centre completely scrap the 
deep-sea mining proposal, 
claiming it would destroy the 
livelihoods of thousands of 
fi sherfolk in many coastal dis-
tricts of Kerala, a statement 
issued by the party said.

He also contended that de-
spite repeated efforts by local 
fi shing communities and their 
MPs to highlight the plight of 
coastal residents and the ad-
verse impact of the decision, 
the Centre has turned a blind 
eye to their concerns and is 

“hell-bent on steamrolling 
their proposal,” the statement 
said.

Last week, the Kerala As-
sembly passed a resolution 
urging the central government 
to withdraw its decision to al-
low deep-sea mineral mining 
off the state’s coast, stating 
that such activities would 
negatively impact the economy 
and disrupt the environmental 
equilibrium of the region.

According to the resolu-
tion, deep-sea mining would 
adversely affect valuable fi sh 
resources, biodiversity, and 
the livelihood of fi shermen.

The state government had 
earlier stated in the Assembly 
that amendments made to the 
Offshore Areas Mineral (Devel-
opment and Regulation) Act, 
2002, were not in the interests 
of states.

The UDF rejected the ruling 
LDF’s invitation for a joint pro-
test, alleging that the Left gov-
ernment was “supporting” the 
mining initiative. It announced 
that it would stage its protest 
against the Centre’s move.

Last month, fi shermen 
unions under the Kerala Fish-
eries Coordination Committee 
organised a 24-hour hartal in 
the state to protest against the 
central government’s decision.

According to committee lead-
ers, the Centre has decided to 
auction sand blocks for offshore 
mining in fi ve sectors—Kollam 
South, Kollam North, Alappu-
zha, Ponnani, and Chavakkad.

Cong protests Centre’s 
deep-sea mining move

The protest was led 
by AICC General 

Secretary 
(Organisation) 

KC Venugopal and 
participated by a large 

number of fi shermen, 
party leaders, 

and workers
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Thiruvananthapuram, March 8: 
The Vizhinjam deep-sea port in 
Kerala is not only the country’s 
mega transshipment terminal 
but also holds the distinction of 
employing women, particularly 
from the local fi shing communi-
ty, to operate its huge automated 
CRMG cranes.

Nine women are working along-
side their male counterparts in 
a traditionally male-dominated 
profession, breaking into yet an-
other field long considered a male 
bastion.

Since the fully automated Can-
tilever Rail Mounted Gantry 
(CRMG) cranes are not present at 
any other port in India, the women 
at Vizhinjam are the fi rst to oper-

ate such machinery in the country, 
according to a port offi cial.

Of the nine women, seven hail 
from the nearby fi shing communi-
ty, which had staged extensive pro-
tests in 2022 against the seaport's 
construction.

While all of them are BSc grad-
uates, for most, this is their fi rst 
regular income job.

Prinu, a 30-year-old BSc Chem-
istry graduate, had completed her 
BEd course and was planning to 
take up teaching when she landed 
the job as a CRMG crane operator.

Her father and husband are both 
fi shermen, but their earnings from 
fi shing are insuffi cient.

She then learned that the port 
was hiring crane operators, giving 
priority to local residents, partic-
ularly those from Vizhinjam, and 

to women.
“Everyone said that the job 

was guaranteed, so I applied and 
was selected as a fresher. I joined 
six months ago. There was a one-
month training period, followed by 
a couple of months of supervised 
work. Now, I operate the crane in-
dependently,” she told PTI.

Her earnings have provided 
a financial boost to her family, 
she said.

Describing her work, she ex-
plained that since the cranes are 
fully automated, handling contain-
ers arriving from ships and trans-
ferring them to the yard trucks is 
not particularly challenging.

“It becomes diffi cult when we 
have to manually pick up and load 
containers onto trucks. That part 
can be a bit challenging,” she said.

Regarding the earlier protests, 
she clarifi ed that the fi shing com-
munity was not against the port.

“We protested only because 
some of our demands were not ad-
dressed. The people here wanted 
the port,” she said, adding that she 
intends to continue in this fi eld 
and will not return to teaching.

“This is not as hectic as teach-
ing,” she added.

There are 24 Cantilever Rail 
Mounted Gantry (CRMG) cranes, 
or yard cranes, at Vizhinjam, avail-
able in various capacities and sizes 
to accommodate different contain-
er loads, ensuring swift, secure, 
and automated container handling, 
according to a port offi cial.

Twenty people operate these 
cranes, including nine women, the 
offi cial added.

While Prinu was a fresher, L 
Karthika, 27, had prior experience 
handling cranes.

Nine women are working alongside their male counterparts in 
a traditionally male-dominated profession, breaking into yet 

another fi eld long considered a male bastion

Women break barriers at 
Kerala’s Vizhinjam port

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, 
March 8: Amid increasing 
reports of elephants getting 
agitated at temple festivals, 
PETA India, along with ac-
tor Parvati Nair, has gifted 
a life-size mechanical jumbo 
to the 350-year-old Sree Bal-
abhadrakali Kshetram at Pe-
rumkadavila near here.

The three-metre-tall, 800-ki-
logram mechanical elephant, 
named Devi Dasan, was donat-
ed to the temple Friday evening 
in recognition of its decision to 
never own or hire live elephants, 
People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (PETA) India said in 

a statement Saturday.
The initiative was sponsored 

by Action for Elephants (AFE) 
UK and facilitated by PETA In-
dia, the statement added.

“Devi Dasan will be used to 
conduct ceremonies at the tem-
ple in a safe and cruelty-free 
manner, helping real elephants 
stay with their families in the 
jungle. After performing the 
‘Nadayiruthal’ ceremony for 
the mechanical elephant, the 
temple hosted a ‘Panchavady-
am’ performance,” PETA said.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Parvati Nair was quoted as say-
ing that “technology is allowing 
us to perform our religious du-
ties while ensuring the safety of 

God’s creation.”
The actor also noted that the 

initiative would enable devotees 
to participate in divine ceremo-
nies “most safely and compas-

sionately.”
B Adarsh, President of the 

Sree Balabhadrakali Kshetram 
Trust, welcomed the initiative 
stating that it would ensure rit-
uals are performed in a safe and 
animal-friendly manner.

“In light of the recent horrif-
ic incidents in Kerala, where 
six people were killed during 
festivals involving captive ele-
phants, we urge other temples 
to adopt mechanical elephants 
instead of real ones,” he said.

In recent months, several 
incidents have been reported 
in Kerala where elephants 
brought for temple festivals 
became agitated during the 
celebration, running amok and 

causing loss of lives, injuries, 
and property damage.

PETA in its statement said 
it has donated 10 mechanical 
elephants—made from rubber, 
fi bre, metal, mesh, foam, and 
steel, and powered by fi ve mo-
tors—to temples across the coun-
try, six of which are in Kerala.

The other life-size mechani-
cal elephants already in use in 
Kerala temples through PETA 
India’s efforts include Irinjadap-
pilly Raman at the Irinjadap-
pilly Sree Krishna Temple and 
Kombara Kannan at the Komba-
ra Sreekrishna Swami Temple, 
both in Thrissur; Mahadevan at 
the Thrikkayil Mahadeva Tem-
ple in Kochi.

Angmo was the only 
woman in a team of 

people with disabilities 
who scaled the Siachen 

Glacier, the World’s 
Highest Battlefi eld, in 
2021 under Operation 

Blue Freedom

Blind mountaineer sets her 
eyes on ever higher peaks

PETA, actor gift mechanical elephant to Kerala temple

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Shimla, March 8: 
Wajib-ul-Urj, a cus-
tomary law among 
tribals which fosters in-
equality in the close-knit 
community, is still followed re-
ligiously in Himachal Pradesh’s 
remote mountainous districts. 
This is despite the Supreme 
Court clarifying on several oc-
casions that daughters will be 
treated on par with sons and 
will be granted equal copar-
cenary rights in their father’s 
property. 

The deep-rooted statutory 
provision Wajib-ul-Urj has 
been in existence for almost a 
century and does not recognise 
the amended Hindu Succession 
Act of 1956, which grants equal 
rights to men and women to in-
herit ancestral property.

The result is that women, 
unmarried, widows and even 
divorcees don’t have the right 
to inherit the property of their 
father or husband, if not be-
queathed.

The Wajib-ul-Urj customary 
law came into existence in Kin-

naur and Lahaul-Spiti districts 
and in some pockets in Chamba 
district -- the tribal belts infa-
mous for polyandry owing to 
limited land and resources. 

Several brothers married a 
single woman to avoid division 
of land. 

However, for over a decade 
this discriminatory law has 
faced several protests even at 

the grassroots and spawned 
several legal battles. 

One household name 
is Rattan Manjri, who 
has been organising 
panchayat meetings 
and signature cam-

paigns to get the law 
overturned. 
Old-timers recall that 

the law came into existence to 
save the scarce fertile land in 
high altitudes with single crop 
cultivation, or monoculture.

The law stems from the belief 
that giving inheritance rights to 
women will give an opportunity 
to outsiders to become owners 
of the land if they marry outside 
the community. 

Local women activists, re-
questing anonymity, plead with 
the government of India, espe-
cially President Murmu, India’s 
fi rst tribal and second woman 
President, on International 
Women’s Day to look into the 
plight of the tribal women, who 
are unable to inherit property 
owing to local customs.

This is despite the Supreme 
Court in December last uphold-
ing tribal women’s inheritance 
rights and observing that if re-
quired, amend the provisions of 
the Hindu Succession Act.

An uphill battle for tribal
women in Himachal for 
rights to ancestral property  

WOMEN’S 
DAY



The per 
capita 
income has 

increased from 
`1,00,444 in 2017-
18 to `1,77,723 
till January in 
2024-25 during the BJP-led 
coalition regime. The GSDP also 
scaled up signifi cantly during 
the past two years. The state 
has transformed itself from a 
top performer to a front runner 
under the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal (SDG) index

MANIK SAHA |  TRIPURA CM

On Wom-
en's Day in 
Jharkhand, 

the full assis-
tance of `7,500 
is reaching the 
bank accounts of 
the women in the state

HEMANT SOREN  | J’KHAND CM
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national
ALL-WOMEN CREW 
OPERATES TRAIN 
An all-women crew operated the Ranchi-
Tori Passenger train in Jharkhand on the 
occasion of International Women’s Day 
Saturday, an offi cial said. The team com-
prised the loco-pilot, assistant loco-pilot, 
train manager, three ticket checkers and 
four RPF personnel, he said

We welcome 
Indian 

innovation and 
manufacturing 
initiatives and look 
forward to the 
success of this 
endeavor
ASHWINI VAISHNAW  | 
UNION MINISTER 

As soon as 
the incident 
was report-

ed, I obtained 
information from 
the relevant 
police, conduct-
ed a thorough investigation, 
and instructed them to quickly 
identify the culprits

SIDDARAMAIAH  |  KARNATAKA CM

Man, parents 
die by suicide
Surat: A 30-year-old man 
and his parents allegedly 
committed suicide in Surat 
in Gujarat due to fi nancial 
troubles, a police offi cial said 
Saturday. Harsh Sasangia 
and his parents Bharatbhai 
Sasangia (55) and Vanitaben 
Sasangia (50) ended their 
lives by consuming poison 
late Friday night in their 
fl at in Amroli, Assistant 
Commissioner of Police DS 
Patel said. "The family had 
put up their fl at for sale and 
a buyer had made advance 
payment. However, there 
was a loan on the fl at and the 
bank was putting pressure 
due to non-repayment. The 
buyer, once he got to know 
of this loan, started seeking 
his advance payment back," 
he added.

Two killed, 13 injured 
as vehicle overturns 
Mumbai: Two people were 
killed and 13 others injured 
after a vehicle overturned 
and was hit by a car on the 
Mumbai-Nagpur Samruddhi 
Expressway Saturday 
morning, police said. 
The accident occurred at 
Malsawargaon in Buldhana 
district around 9 am when 
a vehicle with 15 people 
from Yavatmal was heading 
to Shirdi, an offi cial from 
Sindkhed Raja police station 
said. He said one of the tyres 
of the vehicle burst, causing 
it to overturn, and a car 
rammed into it from behind.

19 nabbed over 
cheating in exam
Hardoi (UP): In two separate 
raids here, the Uttar Pradesh 
Special Task Force arrested 
19 people in connection with 
cheating during the class 10 
English exam of the UP Board, 
an offi cial said Saturday.  
The paper took place in the 
morning shift (8.30 am to 
11.45 am) Friday.  In the fi rst 
instance, 14 people were found 
solving the question paper 
at the residence of a school 
principal, the offi cial said.  A 
Special Task Force team raided 
the Jagannath Singh Public 
Inter College at Katiyamau 
village in Hardoi district.

IAF transport plane
overshoots runway 
Kolkata: An AN-32 transport 
aircraft of the Indian Air 
Force overshot the runway 
while landing at Bagdogra 
airport in north Bengal, a 
Defence offi cial said here 
Saturday. There was no 
casualty in the accident that 
occurred Friday, he said. 
An inquiry into the accident 
has been initiated by the IAF 
authorities, the offi cial said. 

SHORT TAKES

Tribal women take part in a pitcher race to celebrate ‘International Women’s Day’ on the outskirts of Santiniketan in Birbhum district of West Bengal PTI OTO
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New Delhi, March 8: Union 
Health Minister J P Nadda 
Saturday launched the Indian 
Council of Medical Research's 
(ICMR) fl agship initiative ‘Med-
ical Innovations Patent Mitra' 
to enhance India's healthcare 
innovation ecosystem.

The initiative aims at pro-
viding end-to-end guidance 
and handholding support to in-
novators for patent fi lings and 
technology transfer of medical 
innovations to industry.

The initiative was launched 
at the International Sympo-

sium on Health Technology 
Assessment (ISHTA).  This 
program, developed under the 
guidance of NITI Aayog and in 
partnership with the Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals (DoP), 
is supported by the Department 
for Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT).

 The launch was followed 
by a panel discussion that 
brought together bureaucrats, 
industry leaders, investors, 
and public health experts to 
explore the challenges, oppor-
tunities, and strategies for en-
hancing patent fi ling and tech-
nology transfer in the context 

of translational research and 
medical innovation.

 Nadda said, "Medical inno-
vation Patent Mitra is a testa-
ment of ICMR's commitment to 
advancing medical innovation. 
With the launch of this initia-
tive, our country is taking sig-
nifi cant lead towards support-
ing our innovators.”

 “This platform will ensure 
that the ground breaking work 
done by our scientists and re-
searchers is protected through 
patents and made available to 
the public through seamless 
technology transfer. This vi-
sionary effort propels India 
towards attaining the goal 
of Viksit Bharat," the Union 
minister said.   Dr V K Paul, 
Member (Health) NITI Aayog 
emphasised on the signifi cance 
of the Patent Mitra initiative 
in directly contributing to the 
goals of Ayushman Bharat, 

ensuring that innovative tech-
nologies developed in India are 
reached in every corner of the 
country.

 Stressing on the need for 
building a self-reliant Innova-
tion Ecosystem in the country, 
he stated, "India's journey to-
wards becoming a self-reliant 
nation rests on our ability 

to innovate within our own 
borders. Through Medical 
Innovation Patent Mitra, we 
are creating an environment 
where indigenous innovations 
in the biomedical fi eld are not 
only encouraged but effectively 
protected, paving the way for 
a self-sustaining healthcare 
ecosystem." 

Dr Rajiv Bahl Director Gen-
eral, ICMR highlighted that the 
initiative will bridge a crucial 
gap in the patenting process for 
medical innovations, providing 
expert assistance at every stage 
-- from patentability assess-
ments to fi ling, prosecution, 
and maintenance of patents. 

Amit Agrawal, Secretary, 
Department of Pharmaceu-
ticals (DoP), expressed his 
enthusiasm about partnering 
with ICMR for this fl agship 
initiative. He emphasised that 
this initiative will greatly ben-

efi t innovators, start-ups, and 
industries.

These initiatives will comple-
ment the DoP's PRIP scheme, 
contributing to the transforma-
tion of India's Pharma and Med-
Tech sector from a cost-driven 
model to one focused on innova-
tion-based growth. The Medical 
Innovations Patent Mitra will 
support ICMR Institutes, ICMR 
Extramural Grantees as well as 
medical colleges and institutes.

It offers a comprehensive 
range of services, including pat-
entability assessment, patent 
fi ling in India, and assistance 
with patent prosecution.

 The initiative also supports 
technology transfer, providing 
handholding for the transfer of 
innovations to industry part-
ners through mechanisms like 
the Med Tech "Mela" and paper-
less Expression of Interest (EoI) 
processes.

The initiative aims at providing end-to-end 
guidance and handholding support to 

innovators for patent fi lings and technology 
transfer of medical innovations to industry

ICMR launches Medical Innovations Patent Mitra
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Hazaribagh (Jharkhand), 
March 8: A 42-year-old NTPC 
offi cial was shot dead by two 
motorcycle-borne gunmen in 
Jharkhand's Hazaribagh dis-
trict Saturday, police said.

Six people have been detained 
for interrogation in connection 
with the murder of Kumar 
Gaurav who was posted as dep-
uty general manager (dispatch) 
at NTPC's Keredari coal mines 
project, Hazaribagh Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) Arvind 
Kumar Singh said.

The incident happened 
around 9.30 AM near Fatah More 
under the Katkamdag Police Sta-
tion limits when the gunmen 
intercepted his car and fi red at 
him, the SP said. At that time, 
Gaurav was on his way to the 
coal mine site from his quarters 
in Hazaribagh town, he said.

Singh said the driver of the 
car, in which Gaurav was trav-
elling, was found missing after 
the incident. The SP said a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT) led 
by Barkagaon Sub-Divisional 
Police Offi cer Pawan Kumar 
has been constituted to probe 
into the incident.

A search operation has been 
initiated to arrest those involved 
in the murder. Jharkhand BJP 
president and leader of opposi-
tion in the assembly Babulal 
Marandi condemned the inci-
dent and urged the state DGP to 
ensure the safety of all project 
offi cials, staffers and businesses 
in coal mine areas. 

Marandi said even after an 
attack on a coal trader in Ran-
chi on Saturday, the police 
did not remain alert.  
The BJP leader also claimed, "In 
Jharkhand, thousands of trucks 
of coal are being stolen every 
day from Dhanbad, Bokaro, 
Ramgarh, Hazaribagh, and 
Chatra under the protection of 
the government machinery, and 
the money amassed from such 
theft is being distributed from 
top to bottom. If this theft is not 
stopped, lives will continue to 
be lost like this."
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New Delhi, March 8: India 
and Mauritius will sign sever-
al pacts providing for cooper-
ation in the areas of capacity 
building, trade and to tackle 
cross-border fi nancial crimes 
during Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's two-day visit to the 
country from Tuesday.

Modi is travelling to Mau-

ritius primarily to grace the 
island nation's national-day 
celebrations as the chief guest 
March 12.

At a media briefi ng, Foreign 
Secretary Vikram Misri said 
Saturday that the two sides 
will sign several agreements 
in the fi elds of capacity build-
ing, bilateral trade, tackling 
cross-border fi nancial crimes 
and promoting small and me-

dium enterprises.
The visit will enable both 

sides to take stock of the bi-
lateral ties and provide ori-
entation to engagement in the 
coming months and years, he 
said. Describing Mauritius as 
a close maritime neighbour, 
Misri said India has been 
privileged to be a preferred 
development partner for the 
island nation. In the last 10 
years, the relationship has 
deepened significantly, he 
said.

A contingent of Indian de-
fence forces will participate 
in the national-day celebra-
tions of Mauritius, along with 
a ship from the Indian Navy.
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New Delhi, March 8: The BJP 
government in Delhi approved 
the Mahila Samriddhi Yojana 
Saturday to provide a month-
ly assistance of `2,500 each to 
women from poor families in 
the city and allocated `5,100 
crore for the scheme.

Addressing a party pro-
gramme on International 
Women's Day at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Stadium here, BJP pres-
ident J P Nadda said the Delhi 
Cabinet has approved an allo-
cation of `5,100 crore for imple-
menting the Mahila Samriddhi 
Yojana and congratulated Chief 
Minister Rekha Gupta for it.

Talking to reporters on the 
sidelines of the programme, the 
chief minister said a committee 
headed by her has been formed 
to oversee the implementation 
of the scheme, with ministers 
Ashish Sood, Parvesh Verma 
and Kapil Mishra being the 
other members of the panel.

"The Cabinet meeting, at-
tended by all the ministers on 

Saturday, approved our Sankalp 
Patra promise made in the run-
up to the (Delhi) election to pro-
vide `2,500 each to poor women 
under the Mahila Samriddhi 
Yojana. We have also made a 
budget provision of `5,100 crore 
for it," Gupta said.

 The work to register the ap-
plicants under the scheme will 
start immediately through a 
portal and after intensive de-
liberations on the terms and 
conditions of the benefi ciaries, 
she added. Gupta said it has 
also been decided that her gov-
ernment will work for the safe-

ty and prosperity of the women 
of Delhi. Earlier, addressing the 
gathering at the programme, the 
chief minister said the Delhi gov-
ernment will set up "one-stop cen-
tres" in all the districts to strength-
en women safety by providing 
them with assistance, including 
police help and legal counselling.

The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), in its "Viksit Delhi 
Sankalp Patra" for the Assem-
bly polls held in February, had 
promised to provide `2,500 per 
month under the Mahila Sam-
riddhi Yojana to women from 
poor families. 

NTPC offi cial shot 
dead; six detainedAddressing a party programme on International Women's Day at the Jawaharlal 

Nehru Stadium, BJP president J P Nadda said the Delhi Cabinet has approved 
an allocation of `5,100 crore for implementing the Mahila Samriddhi 

Yojana and congratulated Chief Minister Rekha Gupta for it

Delhi govt approves `2,500 monthly aid

Modi is travelling to 
Mauritius primarily to 

grace the island nation's 
national-day celebrations 

as the chief guest March 12.

India, Mauritius to sign several pacts
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New Delhi, March 8: Negotia-
tions between India and the US 
for a trade deal have just begun 
and it would be premature to 
talk about its details, govern-
ment sources said Saturday, 
hours after US President Don-
ald Trump said India agreed to 
cut tariffs "way down".

It is natural for both the 
countries to have their inter-
ests and sensitivities and these 
are legitimate matters for a 
discussion, the sources said. 
Last month, India and the US 
announced that they would ne-
gotiate a mutually benefi cial, 
multi-sector Bilateral Trade 
Agreement (BTA) following 
talks between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Trump in 
Washington DC.

Commerce Minister Piyush 
Goyal was in the US this week 
to hold talks on the trade deal 
with his American counterpart 
as well as the US Trade Rep-
resentative and their teams. 
Trump's announcement on 
Friday that India agreed to 
bring tariffs "way down" was 
largely viewed by New Delhi 
as premature.

"India charges us massive 
tariffs, you can't even sell 
anything in India, it's almost 
restrictive...By the way, they 
have agreed to cut their tariffs 
way down now because some-
body is fi nally exposing them 
for what they have done," the 
US president told reporters in 
the White House. In line with 
his "America First" policy, 
Trump this week announced 
reciprocal tariffs from April 2 
on its partners and other na-

tions that impose higher levies 
on imports from the US.

The US president's tariff 
tussle has stoked fears of a 
global trade war with many 
countries already announc-
ing counter-measures to deal 
with it. The Indian govern-
ment sources said discussions 
on tariffs and other aspects of 
bilateral trade that were high-
lighted during Modi's visit to 
Washington DC last month are 
an ongoing process.

Obviously, there are specif-
ics which have been mentioned 
on various issues as part of the 
negotiation, the sources said 
in what is being seen as New 
Delhi's tacit response to the US 
president's claim. "Since the 
discussions have just begun, 
it would be premature to talk 
about its details. There is also 
a context for each dimension, 
that would refl ect the interests 
of both sides," said a source.

The sources also pointed 
out how discussions had taken 
place between India and the US 
for a limited trade deal during 
the fi rst Trump administration. 
For various reasons, it did not 
produce an outcome, they said.

India has reduced its average 
applied tariffs signifi cantly for 
key developed countries like 
Australia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Switzerland and Nor-
way under recently concluded 
mutually benefi cial bilateral 
trade agreements.

Similar negotiations are 
currently underway with the 
European Union and the UK, 
among other partners. The on-
going discussions with the US 
should be seen in this context, 
the sources said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, March 8: The 
Enforcement Directorate has 
seized a business jet parked 
at the Hyderabad airport as 
part of a money laundering 
investigation against a Hy-
derabad-based company and 
its promoters who allegedly 
duped numerous investors in a 
`850 crore Ponzi "scam", offi cial 
sources said Saturday.

The money laundering case 
stems from a Cyberabad police 
FIR against Falcon Group (Cap-
ital Protection Force Pvt. Ltd.), 
its CMD Amar Deep Kumar and 
some others, the sources said. 
It is alleged that the Falcon 

Group "collected" `1,700 crore 
from investors for high returns 
through a "fraudulent" invoice 
discounting investment scheme. 
`850 crore, out of the total funds, 
was re-paid leaving a total of 6,979 
investors unpaid, according to 
the sources. Kumar, the sources 
said, fl ed the country using this 
jet. He or his company could not 
be contacted immediately for a 
response on the charges. Offi cials 
from the ED's Hyderabad offi ce 
found that the 8-seater business 
jet 'N935H Hawker 800A' (owned 
by a company of Kumar) landed 
at the Rajiv Gandhi Internation-
al airport located in the Sham-
shabad area Friday, the sources 
told PTI. 

US TARIFF ROW

Premature to talk about 
negotiations, says Govt 

ED seizes business jet at Hyderabad airport

The decisions were seen as 
an attempt to send a signal 
to the Trump administration 

that New Delhi is open to 
bringing down tariffs in 

specifi c sectors

Washington is also pushing 
New Delhi to buy more 
American oil, gas and 

military platforms to bring 
down the trade defi cit that 

stands at around USD 45 
billion in India's favour



HYPOCRISY 
EXPOSED 
BJP supporters : 
“Congress is new 
Muslim league. 
Samajwadi is 
Namazwadi. DMK 

is pro Muslim” 
Meanwhile Chandrababu Naidu : 
He prayed full fl edge Namaz in Eid
Will any sanghi open his mouth to 
defend this BJP allied leader?

 @Amockx2022
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MAN ALIGHTING FROM BMW, 
URINATING ON ROAD GOES VIRAL
One person was detained in connection 
with a viral video showing a youth alighting 
from a BMW and urinating at a traffi c junc-
tion in Pune, a police offi cial said Saturday. 
The incident took place in Shastrinagar 
area of Yerawada this morning and the 
video was shot by an eyewitness, he added

When a girl returns 
(home) late, her parents 
ask questions. But they 

don't do the same when a boy 
comes late...They should do it. In 
the past decade, we have given 
women's safety the highest prior-
ity, and in order to prevent crimes 
against them, we have made 
stricter rules and laws
NARENDRA MODI | PRIME MINISTER

3 killed as scooty 
falls into gorge 
Rudraprayag:Three men 
were killed when the scooty 
they were riding fell into a 
gorge near Kunda-Dankot in 
Uttarakhand's Rudraprayag 
district, an offi cial said 
Saturday.  The deceased were 
locals, identifi ed as Ankit (27), 
Titu (23) and Sandeep (27), he 
said.  The mishap occurred late 
Friday night on the Chopta-
Pokhari motor road.  Police 
and SDRF personnel reached 
the spot and started a rescue 
operation after being informed 
of the incident, Rudraprayag's 
District Disaster Management 
Offi cer, Nandan Singh Rajwar, 
said. The bodies of the men 
were pulled out of the ditch 
and sent to the District Hospital 
Rudraprayag for postmortem 
by an ambulance. 

 
2 Naxalites 
surrender 
Bijapur: Two Naxalites, 
involved in several instances of 
Maoist violence and carrying 
a cumulative reward of `2 lakh 
on their heads, surrendered in 
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur district 
Saturday, police offi cials said. 
Sukhram Farsik and Pandru 
Farsik turned themselves in 
before security personnel, 
citing the “inhuman” and 
“hollow” Maoist ideology, an 
offi cial said. 

Pak youth held
Kutch: The Border Security 
Force (BSF) has arrested an 
18-year-old Pakistani youth who 
illegally crossed into India on 
foot through the sensitive border 
region of Kutch.  A search of his 
belongings led to the recovery of 
a `50 Pakistani currency note, a 
mobile phone, and a matchbox. 
Acting on intelligence about 
a suspicious individual in the 
Khawda Rann area of western 
Kutch, local police detained the 
youth near a BSF post. 

Now, at this 
stage, there 
is one more 

look that I would 
(take) the groups 
(GoM) have done 
excellent work, but 
I still have taken it upon myself 
to, once more, completely review 
each of the groups' works, and 
then probably take it to take it to 
the Council to see if we can come 
to a fi nal conclusion on this

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN | FINANCE MINISTER

The election 
manifesto 
is for fi ve 

years. We will 
not change what 
the government 
has promised. All 
schemes must continue. Develop-
ment and infrastructure, 
committed expenditure should 
also go on and the government is 
working towards it

EKNATH SHINDE | MAHA DY CM

Statehood 
will happen. 
The gov-

ernment of India 
will have to fulfi l 
its commitment. 
It is bound by the 
promise it made in Parliament 
when I was a member

FAROOQ ABDULLAH | NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE SUPREMO
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A leopard queches its thirst in Sarthana Nature Park in Surat, Gujarat 
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Patna, March 8: The Bihar 
Police have taken a strict 
stance against the public dis-
play of ‘double-meaning’ Bho-
jpuri songs across the state. A 
directive has been issued to all 
Inspector General of Police (IG) 
and Deputy Inspector General 
of Police (DIG) to prevent the 
playing of such songs in their 
respective jurisdictions.

The move is seen as part of 
Bihar Police's efforts to pro-
mote cultural responsibility 
and ensure women's dignity 
and safety. The order was is-
sued by the Additional Direc-
tor General of Police (ADGP) of 

the Weaker Section and Crime 
Investigation Department.

According to the letter, these 
songs are frequently played at 
marriage functions, public 
events, and in public trans-
port including buses, trucks, 
and three-wheelers.

They create an extremely 
awkward situation for female 
passengers and have a negative 
social impact. They contribute 
to an unhealthy atmosphere 
that compromises women’s 
security and infl uences chil-
dren negatively. They spread 
the wrong message in society, 
promoting vulgarity.

The ADGP further directed 
the concerned offi cials to pro-

hibit the playing of such songs 
in public spaces, events, and 
transportation.

Police offi cers have been 
instructed to carry out aware-

ness campaigns and take 
preventive measures on the 
ground. Under this directive, 
offenders will be booked under 
relevant sections of the Bharti-

ya Nyay Sahita (BNS) Act, 2023.
The offi cials have been 

asked to carry out strict 
monitoring in public spac-
es and transport and impose 
penalties against offenders if 
they are caught playing such 

songs. Women and various 
social groups have longstand-
ing demand to crack down on 
these vulgar songs in public 
places. Despite concerns, en-
forcement mechanisms were 
weak, leading to continued 
public nuisance. Many buses 
and three-wheelers use large 
stereophonic sound systems 
to play these songs, causing 
discomfort to passengers, espe-
cially women and children in 
Bihar. The ADGP in his letter 
said the reduction in vulgar 
and offensive content in pub-
lic transport creates safer and 
more respectful public spaces, 
especially for the women and 
children in the society.

Bihar Police cracks down on ‘double-meaning’ Bhojpuri songs
The move is seen as part 

of Bihar Police's efforts to 
promote cultural responsibility 
and ensure women's dignity 
and safety

The order was issued by the 
Additional Director General 

of Police (ADGP) of the Weaker 
Section and Crime 
Investigation Department
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Jammu, March 8: Bodies of a 
teenager and his two relatives 
were recovered near a waterfall 
in the higher reaches of Jammu 
and Kashmir's Kathua district 
Saturday, three days after they 
were reported missing during 
a marriage function at their 
home, offi cials said.

The bodies of Varun Singh 
(15) of Dehota, his uncle Yogesh 
Singh (32) and maternal uncle 
Darshan Singh (40) were sighted 
in Ishu Nallah in Malhar area by 
drones during a joint search oper-
ation by police and the Army late 
this afternoon, the offi cials said.

The bodies were later re-
trieved from the scene after a 
hectic effort as the area was 
steep, the offi cials said, adding 
preliminary investigation ruled 
out terror angle as there were 
no visible marks of injury on 
the bodies. The exact cause of 
their death would be known 
only after a postmortem, they 
said. The offi cials said Dar-
shan's brother Brijesh was get-
ting married and the trio had 
left in advance for the bride's 
home at Lohai Malhar in the 
Billawar Tehsil at around 5.30 
pm on the fateful day. 

Bodies of 3 missing 
persons found near 
waterfall in Kathua
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Aligarh (UP), March 8: Amid 
demands for allowing Holi cele-
bration on the Aligarh Muslim 
University campus, its admin-
istration has decided that stu-
dents can do so "freely" at the 
Non-Resident Students Centre 
Hall, an offi cial said.

A controversy erupted a few 
days ago after members of a 
right-wing group accused the 
university administration of 
denying permission to Hindu 
students to organise a Holi 
Milan function on campus and 
demanded Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's intervention. Lat-
er, local BJP MP Satish Gautam 
declared that "no one can stop 
anyone from celebrating Holi 
inside the Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity (AMU) campus".

"If any Hindu student faces 
any problem in celebrating 
Holi on campus, I am there to 
help them," he had said. Stu-
dent leader Akhil Kaushal had 
submitted an application to the 
AMU administration, request-
ing approval for a special Holi 
celebration at the Non-Resident 
Students Centre (NRSC) Hall 
March 9. Late Friday, the NRSC 
Hall provost Professor Brij Bhu-
shan Singh told reporters that 
any university student could 
"freely" celebrate Holi at the hall 
March 13-14. He also said there 
was an AMU board examination 
scheduled for March 9.

"So, I think it would not be 
appropriate if any student 
comes (here) and plays Holi on 
that day. March 10, 11 and 12 
are working days and there will 
be classes... March 13-14 are hol-
idays and everyone is welcome 
to play Holi," Singh said.

Students can ‘freely’
celebrate Holi at NRSC 
Hall March 13-14: AMU
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Nagarkurnool (Telangana), 
March 8:  The Telangana gov-
ernment Saturday decided to 
deploy robots from March 11 
for rescue operations inside the 
partially collapsed SLBC tunnel 
and also to take the cadaver 
dogs again to look for presence 
of humans.

Eight persons remained 
trapped inside the tunnel since 
February 22, after a part of 
it collapsed.

The government has decided 
to deploy robots to avoid any 
danger to the rescue personnel 
as the conditions inside the tun-
nel, including water and slush, 
posed a challenge.

"The usage of bots for the 
last 70 mtrs (at the accident 
site) was discussed with (con-
cerned) agency and robots 
will be placed and tried from 
Tuesday onwards, in addition 
to all the efforts which are be-
ing undertaken now," a senior 
offi cial told PTI.

The Geological Survey of 
India (GSI) has submitted an 
initial report in which, among 
other things, it has cautioned 
that rescue operations should 
be carried out with extreme 
caution and care in the last 70 
metres, he said.

Digging would be taken up 
beyond fi ve feet at the two 
points identifi ed by HRDDs (hu-

man remains detection dogs) as 
workers are possibly trapped in 
the second layer of the now dis-
mantled tunnel boring machine 
(TBM), he said.

The HRDDs would be taken 
inside the tunnel Sunday, he 
said. The canines joined the 
rescue operation March 7 when 
they were taken into the tunnel.

The regular operation of de-
watering and desiltation by all 
the agencies would continue, 
the offi cial added.

State Irrigation Minister 
N Uttam Kumar Reddy, who 
visited the tunnel site and 
reviewed the ongoing rescue 
operation with offi cials of dif-
ferent organisations, directed 
authorities to take immediate 
steps to deploy robots for rescue 
work as fragments of the dam-
aged TBM posed a danger to the 
rescue personnel.

The minister said the govern-
ment would spend Rs 4 crore to 
undertake the rescue work by 

utilizing the services of robot 
experts (of a Hyderabad-based 
private company).

As the fragments of the huge 
TBM got submerged under wa-
ter, soil and stones inside the 
tunnel, they caused a hazard 
to the rescue team, an offi cial 
release quoted him as saying.

Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy, who visited the tunnel 
March 2, suggested to the offi -
cials leading the rescue oper-
ation to use robots inside the 
tunnel if necessary, to avoid 
any danger to the rescue per-
sonnel. The irrigation minis-
ter, who described the tunnel 
collapse as a national disaster, 
said the government is deter-
mined to continue the rescue 
operation though the condi-
tions inside the tunnel, includ-
ing low levels of oxygen, high 
seepage of water and the sturdy 
parts of TBM that got drowned 
in water and soil, posed chal-
lenges to the operation.

Robots to be deployed from Mar 11, 
cadaver dogs to go inside again

TUNNEL COLLAPSE
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New Delhi, March 8: From 
scientists breaking new 
grounds to rural entrepreneurs 
transforming local economies, 
six inspiring women took over 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's social media accounts on 
International Women's Day.

These women shared their 
journeys, achievements and 
the challenges they overcame, 
offering a glimpse into the pow-
er of Nari Shakti in shaping 
India's future. The women se-
lected for this unique initiative 
represent diverse fi elds.  Chess 
Grandmaster Vaishali Ramesh-
babu from Tamil Nadu has been 
making India proud on the glob-
al stage.  Anita Devi, popularly 
known as the "Mushroom Lady 
of Bihar," has empowered hun-
dreds of rural women through 
sustainable agriculture. 

 Elina Mishra, a nuclear 
scientist at BARC, and Shilpi 
Soni, a space scientist at ISRO, 
showcased women's contribu-
tions to cutting-edge research 

and technology.
Ajaita Shah, the Founder & 

CEO of Frontier Markets, has 
enabled thousands of women to 
become rural entrepreneurs. Dr 
Anjlee Agarwal, a leading ac-
cessibility advocate, has spent 
three decades working for in-
clusive infrastructure in India.

 Their remarkable stories 
reinforce the idea that women 
are not just participants but 
pioneers in building a stronger, 
more inclusive India. 

 Prime Minister Modi, in 
his Women's Day message, 
reaffi rmed his government's 
commitment to women's em-
powerment. 

"We bow to our Nari Shakti 
on #WomensDay! Our govern-
ment has always worked to 
empower women, refl ecting in 
our schemes and programmes. 
Today, as promised, my social 
media properties will be taken 
over by women who are mak-
ing a mark in diverse fi elds!" 
he posted on X before handing 
over his account to the women 
achievers.

Women achievers take 
over PM’s social media

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 8: In a 
veiled reference to China and 
Pakistan, Army Chief Gen 
Upendra Dwivedi Saturday 
said there is a "high degree 
of collusivity," which must 
be accepted.

"What it means, as far as I am 
concerned, the two-front threat is 
a reality," he said in response to 
a question on proximity between 
China and Pakistan during an 
interactive session at the India 
Today Conclave here.  During the 
session, he fi elded a broad range 
of questions about the army's pre-
paredness for the future, lessons 
from ongoing confl icts, the situ-
ation in Bangladesh, and at the 
Line of Actual Control and the 
Line of Control. 

 "Now, the second thing that 
you have brought out is collab-
oration or the relationship be-
tween our western neighbour 
and Bangladesh.  "As far as I 
am concerned, since I have said 
that the epicentre of terrorism 
is in a particular country, they 
have a relationship with any 
of my neighbouring country, I 
should be looking worried, be-
cause as far as I am concerned, 
the terrorism route can be used 
from that country also, which is 
my major concern as of today," 
Gen Dwivedi said, when asked 
about reports suggesting grow-
ing proximity between Pakistan 
and Bangladesh.

 The General said it was 
"too early" to take a call on 

the role of Bangladesh, where 
a change in government may 
bring about a change in the 
relationship between it and 
India.  "Because as far as I am 
concerned, I am very clear, the 
present military to military re-
lationship is very strong. And, 
we exchanging note on regular 
basis, to avoid any kind of a 
misgiving," he added.

He was also asked how the 
Indian Army looked at the Paki-
stan-China equation.  "What we 
have to understand is that... we 
have to be very clear that there 
is a high degree of collusivity, 
which we must accept. In terms 
of the virtual fi eld, it's nearly 
100 per cent; in terms of phys-
ical, I would say most of the 
equipment there is of Chinese 
origin," the Army chief said.

 "So, this is the situation as 
of today, as far as collusivity is 
concerned. What it means, as 
far as I am concerned, the two-
front threat … is a reality for 
me," he said.  In January 2021, 
the then Army chief Gen M M 
Naravane too said that when it 

comes to Pakistan and China, 
"the threat of collusivity can-
not be wished away."

General Dwivedi also spoke 
about the situation along 
the LAC in eastern Ladakh 
since the Special Representa-
tive-level (SR-level) meeting 
in December 2024, following 
an agreement that was fi nal-
ised between the two countries 
last year.

 "I think Assassin's Mace 
has lived through its life. It 
may not be more relevant to-
day. And, if you see, as far as 
the terrain of the Himalayas is 
concerned, the terrain plays a 
very favourable role as far as 
India is concerned.

 "The second issue is, you 
may have superiority in any-
thing, but what is important 
is at the point of application, 
are you able to amass that 
kind of resource application, 
strength and the impact which 
is required," he said.  "I think 
that way, Indian Army is ade-
quately poised to take care of 
that," he said.

High degree of collusivity: 
Army chief on Pak, China

As far as I am concerned, 
since I have said that the 
epicentre of terrorism 

is in a particular country, they 
have a relationship with any of my 
neighbouring country, I should be 
looking worried, because as far 
as I am concerned, the terror-
ism route can be used from that 
country also, which is my major 
concern as of today

GEN UPENDRA DWIVEDI | ARMY CHIEF
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international
YOON RELEASED 
FROM PRISON
South Korea’s impeached con-
servative President Yoon Suk 
Yeol was released from prison 
Saturday, a day after a Seoul 
court cancelled his arrest to 
allow him to stand trial for re-
bellion without being detained 

Universities must 
comply with all 

federal antidiscrimination 
laws if they are going to 
receive federal funding. 
For too long, Columbia has 
abandoned that obligation 
to Jewish students studying 
on its campus
LINDA MCMAHON | 
EDUCATION SECRETARY, US

Indian among 7 held 
from church for fraud
Kathmandu: Seven persons, 
including an Indian national, 
were arrested from a church 
in Nepal for allegedly 
defrauding people under the 
guise of faith healing, offi cials 
said Saturday. The incident 
took place at Kailali district 
of Far-West Nepal recently. 
Among those arrested is 
Karan BK, the coordinator 
of Anugrah Nepali Church at 
Tikapur in the district, police 
said. According to Assistant 
Chief District Offi cer Kiran 
Joshi, the suspects were 
detained on charges of fraud, 
having allegedly amassed 
over NPR 600,000 by promising 
to cure diseases through 
prayer meetings held March 
5 and 6. One of the arrested 
individuals has been identifi ed 
as an Indian national, Bajinder 
Singh, she said.

2 dogs kidnapped for 
$1mn ransom freed
Zurich: Swiss police said 
Saturday they had solved 
a kidnapping involving two 
dogs and a demand for 
ransom of 1 million Swiss 
francs (about $1.135 million). 
Zurich police said that two 
Bolonka dogs were stolen 
from the home of a 59-year-
old man in Schlieren near 
Zurich last week, while the 
dog owner was away. When 
the man returned, the dogs 
were gone and he found a 
letter demanding money 
to release the small dogs. 
Instead of paying the ransom, 
the man, who was not 
identifi ed by name in line with 
Swiss privacy rules, called 
the police. In the course 
of the investigation, police 
Thursday arrested a 30-year-
old Norwegian man at Zurich 
Airport who police said was 
strongly suspected of being 
involved in the theft.

China extends repay 
period for Pakistan
Islamabad: China extended 
the repayment period of 
Pakistan’s $2 billion loan by 
one year, easing pressure of 
the International Monetary 
Fund on the dollar-deficit 
country. The loan was 
originally due for repayment 
March 24, but China has 
agreed to extend the 
deadline, providing Pakistan 
with crucial financial 
relief. Geo News quoted 
the Ministry of Finance as 
confirming the roll over 
by China, adding that this 
extension comes as Pakistan 
faces economic challenges, 
including pressure on 
foreign exchange reserves. 
Around 92 per cent of 
Pakistan’s external 
debt is owed by three 
major sources, including 
multilateral and bilateral 
creditors as well as through 
international bonds. 

We certainly 
hope that it 
would spur 

more trade and 
investment and 
education and 
technology related 
activities, and most of all, we know 
that it will be an important step 
in a deeper partnership with the 
United Kingdom

S JAISHANKAR |  
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, INDIA

Today we are 
talking about 
the need for 

a half-million army 
in Poland 

DONALD TUSK  | PRIME 
MINISTER, POLAND

In accor-
dance with 
Islamic law 

and the culture 
and traditions of 
Afghan society, 
the fundamental 
rights of Afghan women have been 
secured

ZABIHULLAH MUJAHID  |  
THE TALIBAN’S CHIEF SPOKESMAN

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Sydney, March 8: An Indian 
community leader in Austra-
lia has been sentenced to 40 
years in prison, with a non-pa-
role period of 30 years, for the 
“premeditated and elaborately 
executed” rapes of fi ve Korean 
women, according to a media 
report.

Balesh Dhankhar, 43, sat in 
the docks and showed no emo-
tion as he was sentenced in the 
Downing Centre District Court 
Friday.

Dhankhar posted fake job 
advertisements to lure women 
before drugging them in or near 
his home in Sydney. The former 
IT consultant then groped and 
raped the women, the Austra-
lian Associated Press reported.

He also fi lmed his crimes for 
his future sexual gratifi cation, 
the report said.

In jailing Dhankhar Fri-
day, District Court Judge Mi-
chael King said the offender’s 
conduct was “premeditated, 
elaborately executed, manip-
ulative and highly predatory” 
and demonstrated his desire 
for sexual gratifi cation came in 
complete and callous disregard 
for each victim, he said.

“This was an egregious se-
quence of planned predatory 
conduct against fi ve unrelated 
young and vulnerable women 
over a signifi cant period,” the 
report quoted the judge as say-
ing.

All the women, aged between 
21 and 27, were either uncon-
scious or signifi cantly impaired 
at the time of the abuse.

Indian gets 40-year 
jail for raping 5 SK 
women in Australia

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rome, March 8: The Italian 
government approved a draft 
law that for the fi rst time in-
troduces the legal defi nition of 
femicide in the country’s crimi-
nal law and punishes it with life 
imprisonment.

The move, announced on the 

eve of International Women’s 
Day Saturday, aims at tackling 
a shocking string of killings 
and violence targeting women 
in Italy through strengthening 
measures against gender-based 
crimes like stalking and re-
venge porn.

The proposal, agreed on 
late Friday, still needs to go 
through parliament and must 
be approved by both chambers 
to become law.

“This is an extremely sig-
nifi cant bill, which introduces 
the crime of femicide in our le-
gal system as an autonomous 
crime, punishing it with life im-
prisonment,” said conservative 
Premier Giorgia Meloni, who 
strongly backed the initiative.

“It introduces aggravating 
circumstances and increases 
sentences for crimes includ-
ing personal mistreatment, 

stalking, sexual violence and 
revenge porn,” she said in a 
statement.

While the centre-left oppo-
sition welcomed the move, it 
stressed that the new law only 
tackles the criminal aspect of 
the problem, while leaving eco-

nomic and cul-
tural divides 
unaddressed. 
Recently, femi-
cide has emerged as 
a systemic problem deep-
ly entrenched in Italy’s patriar-
chal culture, with some violent 

incidents renewing debate on 
gender-based crimes.

Particularly striking was the 
killing of Giulia Cecchettin, the 
22-year-old university student 
brutally stabbed by her former 
boyfriend Filippo Turetta in 
November 2023. Last Decem-
ber, Turetta was sentenced to 
life imprisonment.

Recent studies show that, 
while killings have been 

declining in the Med-
iterranean country, 
the rate of femicides 
tends to be stable 
or only slightly 
decrease, while 
remaining strictly 

linked to the family 
or the “emo-
tional sphere” 

of the victims.
Offi cial data by the Italian 

Interior ministry recorded 113 

femicides in 2024, of which 99 
committed by relatives, part-
ners or ex-partners.

Women rights organisation 
Non Una di Meno — which 
every year organises rallies 
across Italian cities and a 
one-day strike to mark Inter-
national Women’s Day — was 
very critical about the draft 
legislation.

“It’s a propaganda move,” 
said activist Serena Fredda, 
while marching with thou-
sands of people in the centre of 
Rome. “This is a government 
that tends to multiply crimes 
and forgets that, despite the 
increase in penalties, there is 
no real deterrence.”

Fredda noted that “femicide 
is only the tip of the iceberg: 
we must work to eliminate dis-
crimination that hit women 
from school to work.”

While the centre-left 
opposition welcomed 
the move, it stressed 
that the new law only 
tackles the criminal 
aspect of the problem, 
while leaving 
economic and cultural 
divides unaddressed

Italy approves draft law targeting femicide with life imprisonment

This 
is an extremely 

signifi cant bill, which 
introduces the crime of 

femicide in our legal system 
as an autonomous crime, 

punishing it with life 
imprisonment

GIORGIA MELONI | PRIME 
MINISTER, ITALY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York/Washington, 
March 8: US President Donald 
Trump said India has agreed 
to cut its tariffs “way down” as 
he reiterated his claim that the 
country charges America mas-
sive tariffs that make it diffi cult 
to sell products there.

“Our country, from an eco-
nomic standpoint and fi nan-
cial standpoint and a trade 
standpoint, has been absolute-
ly ripped off by almost every 
country in the world,” Trump 
said in remarks from the Oval 
Offi ce Friday.

“Canada, Mexico and then 
you just go right down the 
line. India charges us massive 
tariffs, massive, you can’t even 
sell anything into India. It’s al-
most, it’s almost restrictive. It 
is restrictive. We do very little 
business inside,” he said.

“They’ve agreed, by the way, 
they want to cut their tariffs 
way down now because some-
body’s fi nally exposing them 
for what they’ve done. And the 
same thing with China, same 
thing with a lot of other coun-
tries, and the EU has been a 
terrible abuser of this country,” 
Trump added.

Trump’s comments came 
following Commerce Minister 

Piyush Goyal’s visit to the US 
for trade talks with his counter-
part Howard Lutnick.

This was the third time this 
week that Trump has criticised 
the high tariffs charged by In-
dia.

Trump said Thursday, India 
is a very high-tariff nation and 
reiterated that reciprocal tar-
iffs on countries that impose 
levies on American goods will 
kick in April 2.

In his address to the joint ses-
sion of Congress Tuesday, the 
fi rst of his second term in the 
White House, Trump criticised 
the high tariffs charged by In-
dia and other countries and 
termed them as “very unfair”.

Addressing lawmakers from 
the US Capitol, Trump an-

nounced that reciprocal tariffs 
will kick in next month.

In the past, Trump has called 
India a “tariff king” and a “big 
abuser”.

Last month, during a joint 
press conference with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in the 
White House, Trump said that 
India has “been very strong on 
tariffs”.

“I don’t blame them, neces-
sarily, but it’s a different way 
of doing business. It’s very hard 
to sell into India because they 
have trade barriers, very strong 
tariffs,” he had said.

India Friday said it is looking 
at deepening trade ties with the 
US including by reducing tariff 
and non-tariff barriers under a 
bilateral trade agreement.

Trump says India agreed 
to cut tariffs way down

Our country, from 
an economic 
standpoint and 
fi nancial 
standpoint and a 
trade standpoint, 
has been 
absolutely ripped 
off by almost 
every country 
in the world

DONALD TRUMP | 
PRESIDENT, US

SNIPPETS

Myanmar’s military leader 
announces dates for election
Bangkok: Four years after seizing power from 
the elected administration, the head of the 
military government declared Myanmar will 
hold a general election within 10 months, state-
run media reported Saturday. Senior Gen. Min 
Aung Hlaing said Friday the election will take 
place either in December or January 2026 at 
the latest, according to the Global New Light of 
Myanmar newspaper. He announced the dates 
in a press conference while on an offi cial visit to Belarus, one of the few 
allies of Myanmar’s military government, saying that 53 political parties 
have already submitted their lists to participate in the election. However, 
Min Aung did not mention exact election dates. The announcement 
comes as Myanmar is roiled by a civil war in which the army has been 
forced onto the defensive against pro-democracy militants as well as 
ethnic militias seeking autonomy in much of the country. 

Pak asks Afghan Citizen Card 
holders to leave by March 31
Islamabad: The Pakistan government has 
set March 31 as the deadline for Afghan 
Citizen Card (ACCs) holders to leave Pakistan 
voluntarily as part of a plan to repatriate all 
illegal foreigners, according to an offi cial 
document. The document, purportedly leaked to 
the media Friday night, indicated that the ACC 
holders staying in Islamabad and Rawalpindi 
would be moved out and sent back to 
Afghanistan as part of a multiphase relocation 
plan for Afghan migrants, including those awaiting resettlement in 
third countries. The decision comes amidst deteriorating ties between 
Islamabad and Kabul over the issue of terrorism and it may impact over 
800,000 documented Afghan refugees holding Afghan Citizen Cards 
and are included in the category of documented refugees, contrary to 
hundreds and thousands of undocumented ones. It stated that the Illegal 
Foreigners Repatriation Programme (IFRP) has been implemented since 
November 1, 2023 and in “continuation to the government’s decision to 
repatriate all illegal foreigners, the national leadership has now decided 
to also repatriate ACC holders”.

REUTERS

Beijing, March 8: China an-
nounced tariffs on over $2.6 
billion worth of Canadian ag-
ricultural and food products 
Saturday, retaliating against 
levies Ottawa introduced in Oc-
tober and opening a new front 
in a trade war largely driven by 
US President Donald Trump’s 
tariff threats.

The levies, announced by 
the commerce ministry and 
scheduled to take effect March 
20, match the 100% and 25% 
import duties Canada slapped 
on China-made electric vehi-
cles and steel and alumini-
um products just over four 
months ago.

By excluding canola, which 
is also known as rapeseed, 
and was one of Canada’s top 
exports to the world’s No.1 
agricultural importer prior to 
China investigating it for an-
ti-dumping last year, Beijing 
may be keeping the door open 
for trade talks.

But the tariffs also serve as 
a warning shot, analysts say, 
with the Trump administration 
having signalled it could ease 
25% import levies the White 
House is threatening Canada 
and Mexico with if they apply 
the same extra 20% duty he has 
slapped on Chinese goods over 
fentanyl fl ows.

CHINA HITS BACK AT 
CANADA WITH FRESH 
AGRICULTURE TARIFFS

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Beirut, March 8: The death 
toll from two days of clashes 
between security forces and 
loyalists of ousted Syrian 
President Bashar Assad and 
revenge killings that followed 
has risen to more than 600, a 
war monitoring group said 
Saturday, making it one of 
the deadliest acts of violence 
since Syria’s confl ict began 14 
years ago.

The clashes, which erupted 
Thursday, marked a major es-
calation in the challenge to the 
new government in Damascus, 
three months after insurgents 
took authority after removing 
Assad from power.

The government has said 
that they were responding to 
attacks from remnants of As-
sad’s forces and blamed “indi-
vidual actions” for the rampant 
violence. 

RETRIBUTION KILLINGS BETWEEN 
SUNNIS AND ALAWITES

The revenge killings that 
started Friday by Sunni Mus-
lim gunmen loyal to the gov-
ernment against members 
of Assad’s minority Alawite 
sect are a major blow to Hayat 
Tahrir al-Sham, the faction that 
led the overthrow of the former 
government. Alawites made up 
a large part of Assad’s support 
base for decades.

Residents of Alawite vil-
lages and towns spoke to The 

Associated Press about kill-
ings during which gunmen 
shot Alawites, the majority 
of them men, in the streets or 
at the gates of their homes. 
Many homes of Alawites 
were looted and then set on 
fire in different areas, two 
residents of Syria’s coastal 
region told the AP from their 
hideouts.

They asked that their names 
not be made public out of fear of 
being killed by gunmen, adding 
that thousands of people have 
fl ed to nearby mountains for 
safety.

RESIDENTS SPEAK OF ATROCITIES IN 
ONE TOWN

Residents of Baniyas, one of 
the towns worst hit by the vio-
lence, said bodies were strewn 
on the streets or left unburied 
in homes and on the roofs of 
buildings, and nobody was 
able to collect them. One resi-
dent said that the gunmen pre-
vented residents for hours from 
removing the bodies of fi ve of 
their neighbours killed Friday 
at close range.

Ali Sheha, a 57-year-old 
resident of Baniyas who fl ed 
with his family and neigh-

bours hours after the violence 
broke out Friday, said that at 
least 20 of his neighbours and 
colleagues in one neighbour-
hood of Baniyas where Alaw-
ites lived, were killed, some of 
them in their shops, or in their 
homes. Sheha called the attacks 
“revenge killings” of the Alaw-
ite minority for the crimes com-
mitted by Assad’s government. 
Other residents said the gun-
men included foreign fi ghters, 
and militants from neighbour-
ing villages and towns.

“It was very very bad. Bodies 
were on the streets,” as he was 

fl eeing, Sheha said, speaking by 
phone from nearly 20 kilome-
tres away from the city. He said 
the gunmen were gathering less 
than 100 metres from his apart-
ment building, fi ring randomly 
at homes and residents and in 
at least one incident he knows 
of, asked residents for their IDs 
to check their religion and their 
sect before killing them. He 
said the gunmen also burned 
some homes and stole cars and 
robbed homes.

DEATH TOLL HAS TRIPLED
The Britain-based Syri-

an Observatory for Human 
Rights, a war monitor, said 
that 428 Alawites have been 
killed in revenge attacks in 
addition to 120 pro-Assad 
fi ghters and 89 from security 
forces. The Observatory’s chief 
Rami Abdurrahman said that 
revenge killings stopped early 
Saturday.

“This was one of the biggest 
massacres during the Syrian 
confl ict,” Abdurrahman said 
about the killings of Alawite 
civilians. The previous fi gure 
given by the group was more 
than 200 dead. No offi cial fi g-
ures have been released.

A funeral was held Satur-
day afternoon for four Syrian 
security force members in the 
northwestern village of Al-Ja-
noudiya after they were killed 
in the clashes along Syria’s 
coast. Scores of people attend-
ed the funeral.

2 days of clashes, revenge killings in Syria leave more than 600 people dead

Fresh unrest rocks Syria
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Business
SBI LAUNCHES COLLATERAL-FREE 
LOANS FOR WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS
SBI Friday launched a dedicated collateral-free 
low-interest rate loan offering for women entrepre-
neurs. The country's largest lender launched the 
product christened 'Asmita' on the eve of the Inter-
national Women's Day, under which it aims to offer 
low-interest rate funding alternatives to women.

Mentorship, leadership de-
velopment, and access to the 
networking platforms and right 
opportunities are key to thriving 
in a competitive entrepreneurial 
landscape, especially for 
women founders
SUNITHA PRASAD | VICE PRESIDENT, IVCA 

Nadar gifts 47% 
stake to daughter 
New Delhi: Billionaire Shiv 
Nadar, founder of HCL, has 
gifted 47 per cent of his stake 
in HCL Corp and Vama Delhi 
to his daughter Roshni Nadar 
Malhotra as part of a strategic 
succession plan. After the 
transfer, Malhotra will acquire 
control and become a majority 
shareholder of Vama Delhi 
and HCL Corp, HCLTech said 
in a stock exchange fi ling. HCL 
Infosystems Ltd also made 
a similar fi ling. By virtue of 
her stakes in Vama Delhi and 
HCL Corp, she will become 
the largest shareholder of 
HCL Infosystems Ltd and HCL 
Tech. She will also acquire 
control over the voting rights 
in relation to the 12.94 per cent 
stake held by Vama Delhi and 
49.94 per cent held by HCL 
Corp in HCL Infosystems. 

Startups funding sees 
335% rise this week 
New Delhi: At least 30 
startups secured more than 
$355 million this week, which 
included three growth-stage 
and 20 early-stage deals. 
This is stupendous growth 
of at least 355 per cent from 
the previous week, when the 
domestic startup ecosystem 
witnessed $105.87 million in 
fund-raising by 21 startups. 
Domestic startups raised a 
total of nearly Rs 13,800 crore 
in February this year, a 19.5 
per cent increase from nearly 
Rs 11,460 crore in January. 
Meanwhile, the Indian tech 
startup ecosystem now ranks 
second, after the US, in terms 
of all-time funding raised 
by companies with women 
founders, with a total of $26 
billion in this space to date. 
India is home to over 7,000 
active women-led startups, 
accounting for 7.5 per cent of all 
active startups in the country.

Over 220cr Aadhaar 
authentications in Feb
New Delhi: At least 225 
crore Aadhaar authentication 
transactions and 43 crore 
e-KYC transactions were 
carried out in February, 
marking 14 per cent yearly 
growth, the government said 
Friday.  The e-KYC service 
has been instrumental 
in providing a seamless 
and secure experience 
for customers in both 
banking and non-banking 
fi nancial services. It has also 
contributed to improving the 
ease of doing business across 
various industries.

SHORT TAKES

Air In-
dia has 
embarked 

on a fi ve-year 
transformation 
journey Vihaan.
AI, placing an 
order for 570 aircraft, and 
GIFT City will be important 
for fi nancing these aircraft
SANJAY SHARMA | CHIEF COMMERCIAL 
OFFICER, AIR INDIA 

Collab-
orating 
with Hero 

FinCorp builds 
on our ability to 
offer innova-
tive, transpar-
ent, and attractive fi nancing 
solutions that address ev-
er-evolving customer needs 
for car fi nance
PARTHO BANERJEE | SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
(MARKETING & SALES), MSI 

uoteu

The world 
is changing 
rapidly, 

and the banking 
sector must 
continue to 
innovate and 
also to lead. I am confi dent 
that SBI will rise to the occa-
sion embracing technology, 
sustainability and inclusivity 
as its guiding principles
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN  | FINANCE MINISTER

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, March 8: The Life 
Insurance Corporation of India 
(LIC) has been ranked third 
among the world's strongest 
insurance brands, achieving 
a Brand Strength Index (BSI) 
score of 88 out of 100, according 
to the Brand Finance Insurance 
100 2025 report. 

Poland-based PZU secured 
the top spot with a BSI score of 
94.4, followed by China Life In-
surance, which ranked second 
with a BSI score of 93.5.

According to the Brand Fi-
nance report, the top 100 in-
surance brands have grown 9 
per cent in brand value in 2025, 
driven by improved underwrit-
ing results, higher investment 
income, rising interest rates, 
and increased profi tability. 

Market capitalisation for 

top insurance brands rose as 
demand for insurance prod-
ucts increased across sectors. 
Economic recovery and pos-
itive market sentiment have 
strengthened investor confi -
dence, while strategic mergers, 
acquisitions, and technological 
advancements have accelerated 
industry growth.

On the fi nancial front, the 
LIC reported a 17 per cent year-
on-year rise in standalone net 

profi t for the December quarter, 
reaching Rs 11,056.47 crore, 
compared to Rs 9,444.42 crore in 
the previous year. This growth 
was supported by a decline in 
management expenses, partic-
ularly employee-related costs.

On a consolidated basis, the 
LIC's net profi t increased by 16 
per cent to Rs 11,009 crore, up 
from Rs 9,469 crore a year ear-
lier. Employee compensation 
and welfare expenses saw a 30 

per cent decline, dropping to 
Rs 14,416 crore from Rs 18,194 
crore, leading to a 231 bps reduc-
tion in the expense ratio to 12.97 
per cent from 15.28 per cent.

Meanwhile India’s insurance 
sector has got a major boost with 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman announcing an increase 
in the FDI limit from 74 per cent 
to 100 per cent in the Budget for 
2025-26 as part of far reaching 
reforms in the fi nancial sector.

This enhanced FDI limit for 
the insurance sector will be 
available for those companies 
which invest the entire premi-
um in India. The current guard-
rails and conditionalities asso-
ciated with foreign investment 
will be reviewed and simplifi ed, 
the Finance Minister said.

LIC world’s third strongest insurance brand
In terms of overall brand value, the LIC holds 
the 12th position among the most valuable 

insurance brands globally, while SBI Life 
ranks 76th, making them the only two Indian 

insurers in the top 100
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New Delhi, March 8: The US 
is pushing India to negotiate a 
"large" and "grand" bilateral 
trade agreement while seeking 
opening the agriculture sector 
for American businesses, say-
ing "it just cannot stay closed".

This will be an important 
agreement which India will ne-
gotiate with a developed econo-
my. Talks are on with two other 
developed markets - the UK and 
the European Union (EU).

It is essential to understand 
why the US is keen on India's 
agriculture sector. A list of Q 
& As (questions and answers) 
to explain these issues: 

 
What is a "large" and "grand" 
bilateral trade agreement? 

Normally, in a trade pact, 
two trading partners either 
eliminate or signifi cantly re-
duce customs duties on maxi-
mum number of goods traded 
between them. However, the 
US seeks to negotiate a com-
prehensive trade agreement 
covering all key aspects, rather 
than engaging in sector-specifi c 
discussions.

Beyond tariff reductions, the 
US may like to include provi-
sions on government procure-
ment, agricultural subsidies, 
patent law relaxation, and 
unrestricted data fl ows' issues 
that India has largely opposed.

Why does the US want India to 
open its agriculture sector? 

Agriculture in India is not 
just an economic activity but 
a way of life, supporting over 
700 million people. India is 
largely self-suffi cient in food 
production, whereas for the 
US, agriculture is a major trade 
industry.

As per a report, in 2024, US 
agricultural exports stood at 
$176 billion, accounting for 
about 10 per cent of its total 
merchandise exports. With 
large-scale mechanized farm-
ing and heavy government 
subsidies, the US and other 
developed countries view In-
dia as a lucrative market to 
expand their exports. Unlike 
India, where farming is linked 
to livelihoods, the US sees agri-
culture primarily as a trade and 
market access issue.

What does opening up a sector 
to a foreign country mean? 

India’s agriculture sector is 
currently protected by mod-
erate to high tariffs to shield 
domestic farmers from unfair 
competition. Opening up a 
sector means reducing import 
curbs and duty.

Why is the agriculture sector 
sensitive to India? 

Agriculture and allied activ-
ities such as animal husbandry 
form the backbone of India's ru-

ral economy, providing employ-
ment to over 700 million people. 
Unlike in developed economies 
where agriculture is highly 
mechanized and corporatized, 
in India, it is a livelihood issue, 
making any move to liberalize 
the sector highly sensitive.

Why is agriculture a politically 
sensitive issue for the Indian 
government? 

According to GTRI Founder 
Ajay Srivastava, opening up 
agriculture to heavily subsi-
dized foreign imports would 
mean an influx of cheap food 
products, severely impacting 
Indian farmers' incomes and 
livelihoods.

"Over 90 per cent of global 
food trade is controlled by 
five multinational corpora-
tions that have historical-
ly used predatory pricing 

strategies. If India reduces 
protection, domestic farm-
ers could be at the mercy of 
these global giants, leading to 
severe political and econom-
ic consequences. This makes 
agriculture a contentious is-
sue for Indian government," 
he said.

What kind of duties does India 
impose on agricultural imports? 

India maintains a tariff 
structure ranging from zero 
to 150 per cent to protect its 
agricultural sector. The US 
also imposes higher tariffs on 
select agricultural goods - for 
instance, tobacco (350 per cent).

Additionally, the US applies 
complex non-ad valorem (NAV) 
tariffs that make imports more 
expensive, a fact often over-
looked in trade discussions, 
according to the GTRI.

What agricultural products does 
the US want to export to India? 

The US agri exports to India 
was $1.6 billion in 2024. Key 
exports include - Almonds (in 
shell - $868 million); Pistachios 
($121 million), Apples ($21 mil-
lion), Ethanol (ethyl alcohol - 
$266 million).

Srivastava said the US pro-
vides massive subsidies to 
its farm sector and in fact in 
some years, the subsidy level 
exceeded 50 per cent of pro-
duction value for certain prod-
ucts, such as: Rice (82 per cent), 
Canola (61 per cent), Sugar (66 
per cent), Cotton (74 per cent), 
Mohair (141 per cent), Wool 
(215 per cent).

The US may want to push 
many of such exports. Dairy 
is another key sector of Amer-
ican interest. "If India opens 
its dairy sector, it could lead 
to an infl ux of heavily subsi-
dized imports, threatening the 
livelihoods of millions of small-
scale Indian dairy farmers," 
he added.

Are all agricultural products 
sensitive? 

Given that over 50 per cent 
of India's population relies on 
agriculture for its livelihood, 
India treats the entire sector as 
sensitive, Srivastava said and 
added that tariffs are particu-
larly important for staple crops, 

dairy, and key farm products 
that sustain rural livelihoods.
What does the WTO say about 
sensitive sectors? 

India's agricultural tariffs do 
not violate WTO commitments. 
The rules allow member coun-
tries to protect sensitive sec-
tors, particularly those linked 
to food security and rural em-
ployment, which are crucial for 
India.

How much does India export in 
agriculture? 

In FY 2024, India's total agri-
cultural exports stood at $45.7 
billion, with a portion of this 
going to the US ($5 billion). 

Are tariffs the only barriers 
to agricultural trade, or there 
non-tariff barriers as well? 

Tariffs are only part of the 
trade equation. Non-tariff 
barriers (NTBs) also play a 
signifi cant role in restricting 
market access.

Srivastava said that the US 
has complex sanitary and phy-
tosanitary (SPS) regulations 
that often act as disguised 
trade barriers. For instance, 
the Maximum Residue Lim-
its (MRLs) imposed by the US 
on pesticides and chemicals 
in agricultural products are 
among the most stringent in the 
world, making compliance dif-
fi cult for developing countries, 
including India.

US pushes for grand trade agreement, opening of agri sector
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New Delhi, March 8: IndiGo 
Airlines has emerged as the 
world's second fastest-growing 
airline in terms of seat capaci-
ty, which increased by 10.1 per 
cent year-on-year to over 134.9 
million seats in 2024. 

India's largest airline has 
been ranked next only to Qatar 
Airways, which clocked a 10.4 
per cent growth in seat capacity 
over the previous year, accord-
ing to the latest data from the 
Offi cial Airline Guide (OAG).

IndiGo has also been ranked 
as the fastest-growing airline 
in the world in terms of fl ight 
frequency growth at 9.7 per 
cent year-on-year in 2024. The 
airline recorded a fl ight fre-
quency of 749,156 for the year, 
the fi gures show.

OAG has also recorded that 
IndiGo holds one of the world's 
largest aircraft orders, with over 
900 aircraft on order and has the 
largest recipient of 58 new Air-
bus aircraft during 2024. Howev-
er, it also states that the airline 
does have a large proportion 
(approximately 80 aircraft) in-
active with MRO-related supply 
chain issues.

While 88 per cent of IndiGo's 
capacity is allocated to do-
mestic markets, international 
growth is a key part of the air-
line's strategy with expansion 
during 2024 focused on region-
al Middle East markets and 
Thailand.

IndiGo reported a net profi t 
of Rs 2,449 crore in the Oct-Dec 
quarter of the current fi nancial 
year ending March 31, 2025. 
This represented an 18 per cent 
decline over the corresponding 
fi gure for the previous fi nancial 
year. However, the airline's rev-
enue from operations increased 
14 per cent to Rs 22,111 crore 
during the quarter.

IndiGo's total income for the 
quarter was Rs 22,992.8 crore, 
which was a 14.6 per cent in-
crease from the same period in 
the previous year.

The airline's total expenses 
for the quarter were Rs 20,465.7 
crore, a 19.9 per cent increase 
from the previous year.
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New Delhi, March 8: SpiceJet 
is facing fresh round of troubles 
as three Ireland-based aircraft 
lessors and a former pilot have 
fi led insolvency pleas in NCLT 
against the budget carrier, 
claiming defaults.

Three lessors - NGF Alpha, 
NGF Genesis and NGF Char-
lie- have fi led petitions under 
Section 9 of IBC, seeking initi-
ation of insolvency proceedings 
against SpiceJet claiming dues 
totalling $12.68 million (about 
Rs 110 crore).

SpiceJet, during the pro-
ceedings of the National Com-
pany Law Tribunal, earlier 
this week, sought some time to 
resolve the matter as settlement 
talks were going on.

"Counsel on behalf of the Op-
erational Creditor (SpiceJet) is 
present and sought time to seek 
instructions on the future course 
of action to be taken in the mat-
ter," NCLT said in an order.

The insolvency tribunal direct-
ed to list all three petitions April 

7, 2025, for the next hearing.
The lessors had earlier leased 

fi ve Boeing 737 to SpiceJet. 
They had served legal notice to 
SpiceJet wherein they alleged 
theft of parts of the aircraft, in-
cluding engines and using them 
in other planes.

Besides, regarding the plea 
fi led by the pilot, the two-mem-
ber NCLT bench asked whether 
claims by the pilot are barred 
under Section 10A of the In-
solvency & Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC). The NCLT said: "Coun-
sel on behalf of the Operational 
Creditor is present and sought 
time to examine the issue spe-
cifi cally in respect of applica-
bility of Section 10A in respect 

of certain claim amount and 
also to the limitation issue. In 
view of this, list the matter on 
April 15, 2025."

Section 10A mandates that 
no application for initiation 
of corporate insolvency reso-
lution process (CIRP) can be 
fi led against any debtor by any 
fi nancial and operational cred-
itor for any default arising on 
or after March 25, 2020, for a 
period of one year.

This was a special provision 
inserted by the government in 
IBC to help companies after eco-
nomic activities had resumed 
post-lockdown in phases.

Debt-ridden SpiceJet is al-
ready facing several cases be-

fore the NCLT from lessors, 
vendors and other operational 
creditors, though no fi nal order 
has been passed in any case.

SpiceJet, which has been fl y-
ing for 19 years, is facing insol-
vency petitions from creditors, 
including Willis Lease, Aircas-
tle Ireland Ltd, Wilmington and 
Celestial Aviation at NCLT and 
the appellate tribunal NCLAT.

In September 2024, SpiceJet 
raised Rs 3,000 crore through 
sale of shares to qualifi ed in-
stitutional buyers, which it 
intended to use for settling 
liabilities of creditors, in-
cluding aircraft and engine 
lessors, engineering vendors 
and fi nanciers.

More trouble for SpiceJet
Three aircraft lessors, former pilot fi le insolvency pleas

IndiGo now world's 
2nd fastest growing 
airline in seat capacity
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Mumbai, March 8: Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
Saturday said the GST rates 
will come down further and the 
work on rationalising tax rates 
and slabs has "almost reached 
a fi nale".

She said that the revenue 
neutral rate (RNR) has come 

down from 15.8 per cent at the 
time of the launch of GST July 
1, 2017, to 11.4 per cent in 2023.

"It will come down even fur-
ther down," the minister added.

The GST Council, headed 
by Sitharaman and compris-
ing her state counterparts, 
in September 2021, set up a 
group of ministers (GoM) to 
rationalise GST rates and 

suggest changes in slabs. The 
GoM comprises finance min-
isters of 6 states.

Responding to a question at 
'The Economic Times Awards' 
on whether it is time to ra-

tionalise GST rates and slabs, 
Sitharaman said "that work has 
almost reached a fi nale". 

"Now, at this stage, there 
is one more look that I would 
(take) the groups (GoM) have 

done excellent work, but I still 
have taken it upon myself to, 
once more, completely review 
each of the groups' works, and 
then probably take it to take it 
to the Council to see if we can 
come to a fi nal conclusion on 
this," she said.

Sitharaman said some more 
work is required on rate ratio-
nalisation.

REUTERS

Mumbai, March 8: India al-
lowed the export of 100% bro-
ken rice, the government said 
in a notifi cation late Friday, 
after inventories reached a 
record high at the start of Feb-
ruary, nearly nine times the 
government's target.

Exports of 100% broken 
rice could help reduce stocks 
in the world's biggest export-
er and enable poor African 
countries to secure the grain 
at lower prices, as well as 
support Asian animal feed 
and ethanol producers that 
rely on the grade.

India had banned exports of 
100% broken rice in September 
2022 and then imposed curbs on 
exports of all other rice grades 
in 2023 after poor rainfall raised 
concerns over production.

However, as the supply situa-
tion improved after the country 
harvested a record crop, New 
Delhi removed curbs on exports 
of all grades except 100% bro-
ken rice.

"Now that broken rice ex-
ports are allowed, we anticipate 
exporting around 2 million tons 
of this grade in 2025," said BV 
Krishna Rao, president of the 
Rice Exporters' Association 
(REA).

India exported 3.9 million 
metric tons of broken rice 
in 2022, mainly to China for 
animal feed and to African 
countries such as Senegal 
and Djibouti for human con-
sumption.

Broken rice is a byproduct of 
milling, and African countries 
prefer this grade because it is 
cheaper than other grades.

RECORD HIGH

Government allows 
exports of broken 
rice to cut stockpiles

GST rates will come down further: Sitharaman
We are very close to coming to a fi nal call on some of 
the very critical issues, reduction, rationalisation of 

rates, looking at the number of slabs and so on
 NIRMALA SITHARAMAN | FINANCE MINISTER

Poland-based PZU secured 
the top spot, followed by 

China Life Insurance, 
which ranked second
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New Delhi, March 8: On the 
occasion of International Wom-
en’s Day, Indian women’s hock-
ey team captain Salima Tete, 
drag-fl ick specialist Deepika 
and midfi elder Lalremsiami 
refl ected on the power of wom-
en in sports, their personal 
journeys, and the signifi cance 
of women's empowerment in 
today’s world.  

Their thoughts echo the re-
silience, determination, and 
grit that have not only defi ned 
their sporting careers but al-
so contributed to the ongoing 
growth of women in sports 
across India.

Salima Tete has had a re-
markable journey from a small 
village in Jharkhand to the 
international stage. Speaking 
on the empowerment of wom-
en, she said, “Coming from a 
humble background, I know 
what it means to push bound-
aries and fi ght against societal 
norms. I started playing with 
wooden sticks, but that never 
stopped me from dreaming big. 
Hockey gave me the confi dence 
to face challenges head-on and 
believe in my abilities. Today, 
I feel proud to lead a team that 
inspires countless young girls 
to take up sports and pursue 

their dreams.”
She further added, “Women’s 

empowerment is about creating 
opportunities, and we as ath-
letes are living proof that with 
determination, women can 
achieve anything, no matter 
where they come from.”

Deepika, who hails from 
Hisar, Haryana, also shared 
her story of perseverance and 
growth. “When I fi rst picked 
up a hockey stick on my way to 
wrestling practice in 2012, I nev-
er imagined I’d be here today. 
My family, especially my father, 
supported me through thick and 
thin, even when people around 
us doubted my choice to pursue 
hockey,” she said.

Refl ecting on women's em-
powerment, Deepika remarked, 
“It’s crucial for women to be-
lieve in their own strength. 

We face many obstacles, but 
it’s our approach that defi nes 
our path. We have to remain 
focused, work hard, and nev-
er underestimate our power 
to break barriers. It may take 
time, but in the end, every goal 
is achievable with determina-
tion and motivation.”

Lalremsiami, the fi rst fe-
male Olympian from Mizoram, 
shared her experiences of 
breaking through barriers 
and becoming a role model for 
girls in her state. “Coming from 
Mizoram and making it to the 
Olympics was a proud moment, 
not just for me, but for my com-
munity. It wasn’t an easy road 
- language barriers and adapt-
ing to new environments were 
challenging, but hockey was al-
ways the bridge that connected 
everything for me,” she shared.
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ONE LAST STEP TO GLORY
Men in Blue look to rise above 
spunky Black Caps, emotional 

bubble around Rohit, Kohli

New Zealand claimed their maiden ICC title by defeating India in the 2000 
Champions Trophy fi nal, chasing down 265, powered by Chris Cairns’s match-
winning century. They repeated history in 2021, beating India in the World Test 
Championship (WTC) fi nal to secure their second and most recent ICC event

India and New Zealand have clashed four times in ICC knockout matches, with the Blackcaps holding 
a dominant 3-1 edge over the Men in Blue. Their encounters include the 2000 Champions Trophy fi nal, 
the 2019 and 2023 World Cup semifi nals, and the 2021 World Test Championship fi nal

India’s only success came in their most recent meeting, the 2023 World Cup semifi nal

HEAD-
TO-HEAD 

CLASH
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Dubai, March 8: Successful in 
keeping opponents and vitriol 
at bay so far, India will have to 
rise above traditional bugbear 
New Zealand and a rigmarole of 
emotions surrounding stalwarts 
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma 
to reclaim the Champions Tro-
phy after 12 years here Sunday.

India have always found the 
resilient Kiwis a tall mountain 
to surmount, as the latter hold a 
10-6 lead over their Asian rivals 
across all the ICC tournaments. 

If curated further, New Zea-
land have a 3-1 edge over India 
in the ICC knockout matches. 
It's a disturbing loop for them. 

A section of the cricketing 
world has been vilifying them for 
the whole of last fortnight for hav-
ing an unfair advantage because 
of their extended stay in Dubai. 

Now, this argument will not 
have much merit to it because 
the Kiwis have already tasted 
the conditions here. India might 
still entertain a greater sense 
of comfort going into the title 
match, courtesy a spin quartet 
that showed enough nous to ex-
ploit a sluggish DICS deck. 

In all probability, India will 
retain the four spinners and 

two pacers combination for the 
championship match. 

THE SPIN BATTLE
Varun Chakravarthy and 

Kuldeep Yadav, the right-hand 
and left-hand wrist-spinners, 
have bamboozled the opponents 
like illusionists.

But Ravindra Jadeja and Ax-
ar Patel have been the metro-
nomes in this Indian bowling 
unit, tying down the batters 
in a matrix of accuracy and 
boredom while leading them 
to self-destruction.  If the fi nal 
is indeed going to be played on 
the surface that is used for the 
game between India and Paki-
stan, then those four bowlers 
can put New Zealand in a spin, 
literally.  Their biggest hopes 
of countering these Four Horse-
men of the Apocalypse will be 
Kane Williamson and Rachin 
Ravindra, the most competent 
batters against slow bowlers in 
their line-up. 

However, Kiwis will also be 
quietly confi dent that their own 
set of spinners — skipper Mitch-
el Santner, Michael Bracewell, 
Ravindra and Glenn Phillips — 
can do a similar job here. 

The Kiwi spinners had per-
formed the act of destruction 

against India last year, albeit 
in a Test series and an encore 
will be welcomed as they are 
in search of their fi rst ICC ODI 
title since 2000.

Incidentally, they had beaten 
India in the fi nal of the Knock-
outs tournament in Kenya by 
four wickets 25 years ago. 

FINAL STOP FOR RoKo TRAIN
But India will not want that 

to happen at their expense, 
and would like to add another 
ICC trophy to their cabinet af-
ter winning the last year's T20 
World Cup. 

Both Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma had a massive role to 
play in that run, culminating 
in a glorious Barbados night. 

Now, the distance to the fi nal 
stop for them is getting shorter 
by the day. 

Still, we don't know for sure 
whether this is the last act of 
Kohli and Rohit after serving 
Indian cricket for over a decade 
and half with distinction.

If it is indeed so, then they 
will be eager to go out in a blaze 
of glory. 

Rohit seems to be content 
with making those cute little 
20s and 30s for some time now, 
and he will have to do an im-
mediate course correction and 
look to stay longer at the crease.

It will reduce the burden on 
the middle-order batters, who 
have been doing the heavy lift-
ing thus far. 

The concern surrounding in-
jured Matt Henry might also of-

fer him some relief as the New 
Zealand pacer has troubled him 
a lot in the past with his ability 
to fi nd movement and bounce 
even on the most docile tracks. 

But that fortuitous occur-
rence apart, Rohit will have to 
fi nd a way to make a meatier 
contribution. 

Kohli has been doing that. His 
last fi ve innings have produced 
a hundred and two fi fties, remi-
niscent of a past when he lorded 
over opponents nonchalantly.

TIME FOR SECOND-LINE TO 
DELIVER

While knocks of substance 
from Kohli and Rohit will add 
gravitas to the occasion, India 
would not want to leave it to the 
veterans alone.  They will eye 
a fi ne effort from vice-captain 
Shubman Gill, Shreyas Iyer, 
KL Rahul and Hardik Pandya. 

Gill and Shreyas had their 
moments, while Rahul and Pan-
dya joined them with backend 
cameos against Australia in the 
semifi nals. 

Now, it's time for India to 
gather all these elements to-
gether once more to crown an 
emphatic campaign. After all, 
fairytales are an intrinsic part 
of the Arabian lands. 

India eye record India eye record 
third Champions third Champions 
TrophyTrophy

Rohit’s side on Rohit’s side on 
verge of second verge of second 
straight ICC straight ICC 
trophytrophy

THE SQUAD
INDIA: Rohit Sharma (c), Shubman 
Gill, Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, KL 
Rahul, Rishabh Pant, Hardik Pandya, 
Axar Patel, Washington Sundar, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Harshit Rana, Mohd. 
Shami, Arshdeep Singh, Ravindra 
Jadeja, Varun Chakaravarthy.

NEW ZEALAND: Mitchell Santner 
(c), Michael Bracewell, Mark 
Chapman, Devon Conway, Lockie 
Ferguson, Matt Henry, Tom Latham, 
Daryl Mitchell, Will O'Rourke, Glenn 
Phillips, Rachin Ravindra, Nathan 
Smith, Kane Williamson, Will Young, 
Jacob Duffy.

No discussion on Rohit, 
Kohli's retirement: Gill
DUBAI: Speculation is 
rife on the ODI future 
of skipper Rohit Shar-
ma and Virat Kohli 
after the Champions 
Trophy but vice cap-
tain Shubman Gill Sat-
urday said the Indian 
dressing room is not 
discussing retirement 
of the two modern-day 
greats. Kohli and Rohit 
are still batting strong 
in the format but it is being discussed in cricketing circle that 
if India wins the Champions Trophy, both the batters or at 
least one can call time on his career. "There is no talk about 
retirement in the dressing room, now," Gill said during the 
pre-match press conference ahead of the Champions Trophy 
fi nal against New Zealand Sunday. Gill feels privileged to be a 
part of "best batting line-up" but said the depth in their order 
allows the top three to express themselves freely. Gill, India's 
most prolifi c 50-over batter in the last two years, said. On the 
match front, Gill is aware of the huge pressure on them to win 
the trophy but exuded confi dence that they will come up trumps 
unlike 2023 ODI World Cup which they lost to Australia. "We 
are all excited for the fi nal. Last time we could not win the 50 
over World Cup but we are determined to win this time," he 
said. The prolifi c ODI batter believes that the team that handles 
pressure on big day will win the blue riband trophy. 
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New Delhi, March 8: At 25, 
Aravindh Chithambaram is a 
late bloomer when compared 
to teenaged sensations like D 
Gukesh and R Praggnanandhaa 
who are ruling the global chess 
circuit right now but the man-
ner in which he maneuvered 
the odds in his life through 64 
squares, he seems a resilient 
king in the making. 

His Prague Masters triumph 
has made the chess fraternity 
warm up to the Madurai born 
Aravindh, who lost his father 
when he was only three. The 
mother worked as an LIC agent, 
and was brave enough to take 
a punt on his life by shifting 
base from Madurai to Chennai, 
which is India's unoffi cial chess 
capital. 

The years of sacrifi ce and 
hard work is fi nally paying 
dividends. The iconic Vellamal 

School, which is the alma ma-
ter of World Champion Gukesh, 
now has another international 
player of repute to boast about. 
After all Aravindh is Gukesh's 
senior. 

The victory at Prague has 
earned him a wild card to the 
prestigious Grand Chess Tour 
in Poland. 

“I have been getting invita-
tions during the course of the 
tournament and Grand Chess 
Tour Rapid and Blitz (event) 
is one of them," Aravindh in-

formed. “I have been getting 
invitations during the course 
of the tournament and Grand 
Chess Tour Rapid and Blitz 
(event) is one of them," Ara-
vindh informed. 

Normally, a top-20 slot in the 
world rankings guarantees at 
least a few invitations at top 
tournaments but before Prague, 
Aravindh had confi rmed his 
participation in the Sharjah 
Masters and the Biel Interna-
tional, the events slated in May 
and July respectively.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

Hockey stars share inspiring journeys
‘WO=MAN’ written 
on men’s jerseys  
Paris: Every player in the top 
two divisions of men's soccer 
in France will have “WO=MAN” 
written on the back of their 
jerseys instead of their names 
this weekend. The French league 
initiative, centered around 
International Women's Day on 
Saturday, started Friday with 
Toulouse's home game against 
Monaco, which fi nished 1-1. 
The initiative was continuing 
Saturday and Sunday with the 
other teams in Ligue 1 and 
Ligue 2 as part of the league's 
fi ght against sexism. “The 
message resonates as a strong 
statement,” the LFP said in a 
statement. “Highlighting the 
importance of gender equality, 
not only on the fi eld, but also 
in the stands.” LED panels 
around the pitches will display 
“WO=MAN” at all games and 
offi cial match balls have the 
motto written on them.

At 25, late bloomer Aravindh 
makes years of toil count
After winning Prague 
Masters Friday, the 
grandmaster stands 
at number 14 in live 
world rankings and 
fourth in India
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